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Websters’s Encyclopedic Unabridged Dictionary of the English Language-4 <=l

{EACR: Epic isnoting or pertaining to along poetic composition usually centered upon a hero, in

which a series of great achievements or events is narrated in elevated style. (Webster’s
Encyclopedic Unabridged Dictionary, 1996:652)
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Chambers 21% Century Dictionary 28 IR A el TR GSI:

“An Epic is a long narrative poem telling of heroic acts, the brith and death of nations, etc.”
(Robinson, 2004:441)
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*TET |

W.H Hudson Epic Il SX[FICHF NCEOA TRISFICE “primitive epic’ @R “later
epic’- U2 2 OITe Sl I LACIE ©IF “epic of growth’ «3R ST S+t “epic of

art’ e Sfefee S | T 12 @fiq SeeTne Face fHiex fof qeer:

For purposes of historical study this again has to be sub-divided into primitive epic and later epic.
The former of these has also been called the “epic of growth’, to mark the fact that unlike the “‘epic
of art’, with which it is thus contrasted, it is not in its entirety the work of a single author, but to
some extent the result of a process of evolution and consolidation, and that a large amount of pre-
existing material, in the shape of floating legends and earliers folk-poems and sagas, is gathered up
into its composition. An epic of this kind may, therefore, be regarded as the final product of along
series of accretions and syntheses; scattered ballads gradually clustering together about a common
character into ballad-cycles (like the English Robin Hood cycle) and these at length being reduced

to approximate unity by the intervention of conscious art. (Hudson, 1971:138)
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Lean’d on the walls and bask’d before the sun
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These, when the Spartan Queen apporoached the tow’r,
In secret own’d resistless Beauty’s Pow’r,
They cri’d, “No wonder, such Celestial Charms

For ninelong Y ears have set the World in Arms;”
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“ She moves a Goddess, and she looks like a Queen.”
Pope (1967), Iliad, Book I11, pp. 200-201
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To guard his slaughter’d friend Eneas lies,
His spear extending where the carcass lies,
Watchful he wheels, protectsit every way,
Asthe grim lion stalks around his prey. - lliad
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“ But the original traditions of the Pandavas break through now and then, and we can clearly
discern that the races among whom the five principal heroes of the Mahabharata were born and
fostered, were by no means completely under the sway of the Brahmanical law. How is it, for
instance, that the five Pandava Princes, who are at first represented as receiving so strictly
Brahmanical education- who if we are to believe the poet, were versed in all the sacred literature,
grammar, Metre, astronomy, and law of the Brahmanas-could afterwards have been married to one
wife, thisisin plain opposition to the Brahmanic law, whereit is said, “there are many wives of one
man not many husbands of one wife.” Such a contradiction can only be accounted for by the
admission, that in this case, epic tradition on the mouth of the people was too strong to alow this
essesntial and curious feature in the life of its heroes to be changed. (A History of Ancient Sanskrit
Literature, Max Muller. p. 43)
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PCACRA:

“ A definite answer could be given, namely that our present Ramayana is older than the

Mahabharata in its present form. As regards the second question, we may answer that the
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Ramayana being so much shorter, required a shorter time for its gradua growth than the
Mahabharata.” (A History of Indian Literature, Winternitz, pp. 442-43)
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Asit K. Banerjee (Editor): The Ramayanain Eastern India, First Edition, November,1983,
Published by Asoke Ray, Prajna, 77/1, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Calcutta-9.

Kumudranjan Ray (ed): Kalidasa’s Meghaduta, 6" ed., Calcutta 1968
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S.N. Dasgupta and SK Dey: A History of Sanskrit Literature, classical period ,Vol.1, University of
Calcutta, 1962

Suniti Kumar Chatterji: The Ramayana - Its character, Genesis, History Expansion and Exodus A
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Sir Monier-Monier Williams: A Sanskrit-English Dictionary,New edition, Greatly enlarged and

improved, Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi, First published, Oxford University Press, 1899,
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