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The Novelist generally wants to write about his own country,

mental, social or geographycal and no other is equally interesting

to him. **
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is, those parts of his experience which he is able to use creatively, is
probably a matter over which he is possesses little control. It has
generally been dictated to him by his nature or his early environment. The
importance of early environment in determining a writer’s range could be

provided over and over again.” **
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The subject the writer chooses; the character he creates his
attitude towards them are conditioned by his bias. What he writes
is the expression of his personality and manifestation of his

instincts, his emotions, his intuition and his experience. >
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Collectively speaking ‘Folk’ means the masses of the people
of the lower culture in any homogeneus social group as
contrasted with the individual or with any selected class, in
people bound together by ties and races, languages, religion

N
etc.
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a basic store of old tradition.”
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The term ‘Folk’ can refer to any group of people whatsoever who

share at least one common factor. It does not matter what the linking

factor is-it could be common occupation, language or religion - but

what is important is that a group from for whatever reason will have

.. . . . 8
some traditions which it calls its own.
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In Western Bengal and adjoining Bihar along the Jumna and in
Oudh resides another caste partly of settled and partly of nomadic
habits. It is the Bediya caste (43,412 in 1961) 4,380 of the Bediyas
are returned as belonging to the scheduled castes, while the rest is
returned as a scheduled tribe. The caste is split into various
functional sub sections. Some of these specialise as acrobats and
conjures, others as hunters and fowlers, while quite a few earn their
living as snake charmers. The more respectable members of the
caste have settled down as cultivators. The Bediyas uppers to be a
vagrant offshoot of the matter tribe and thus belong probably to the
Dravida - Speaking group of tribals in north eastern central India. In
present times the Bediyas also carn their living as makers of fish-
hooks and articles such as combs, needles, thread and type; other
make anklets, bracelets and necklets of Zinc, or sell jungle
medicines. In the north they have a bad reputation for thieving. They
are Hindus. Some of them have been converted to Islam, but the
Mohammedans do not accept them fully. Socially they are a very

. . 38
impure Hindu caste.
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