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‘... devotes went ringing and dancing in processions. This singing with dramatic elements gradually come

to be known as ‘Jatra’ which means to go in procession.'’

TARCIRT ] (Sb-q0-35¢d ) T@'T AT MRMAE eR@ER @b T=iFe F@w | o
oo @9 BT o ¢ brmE @ A e @3 MR ey fefie EteE ey M | o
TS, TR @l ToRTHY IR Q@ TPe T ®S R QTR A w3t 7ifoz feet ee Abnfeacas
I @ 'R

> afeqre: w@ ST 2T Aoz T] @ oy AE@ifs el e Seeear G B et et wasifsirst
FRTS! SR AN (TP Tl | [{foa 72wy (57 48), ©. FFAR G, 7. 5
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The word Yatra is derived from the root ya-to go. Yatra therefore means, in the first place, a going, a
departing ; e.g., usha-yatra, leaving home at the earliest dawn ; maha-yatra, the great departure-i.e., death-
hence a pilgrimage, e.g., Gaya-yatra, Prayaga-yatra,etc.

Secondly, yatra means a march, processions , e.g.,Dola-yatra, janmashtami-yatra, and Rasa-yatra-religious
processions in connection with the history of the popular god, Krishna, which take place three times every
year, in spring (Basanta), rainy season (Barsha) and autumn (Sharat).

Thirdly, Yatra means a species of popular dramatic representations, originally represented perhaps only in
connection with the three religious processions named above, but gradually taking a more general meaning
and a greater sphere of action.™®
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** Nishikanta Chattpopadhyay, The Yatras or The Popular Dramas of Bengal, London : Trubner & Co.,1882. @‘@_\9 P SR(FTTS),
AT TP : JIfg, TET QFCCN, BIF, &2, @fer 003, 7. evq

* Berreiedale keith, London, Oxford University press, 1924 rpt 1970, page 40
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Whatever the occasions or the schools of religious practice which made use of it, Jatra had become very
much part of the emotional life of the people. Inevitably it acquired a set of conventions and a style of its
own. These conventions and the style endured even after its natural base of a feudal, rural society had
become eroded in the nineteenth century. The themes changed to suit the needs of the altered social context
but the conventions- the singing chorus (juri), the concert overture and the prologue, the rhetorical flourish,

the operatic music, the high pitched emotional acting, the comic reliefs--remained.*

I =S (ST @ &t 906 {3 vfieaq | 7l *rors @ sy wiferes R o
WO ~qoq W@l TR 6 | (TR AGTEo71-9Rg® 7§37 Mo ¢ wmeda g3 ‘Reas” | P61
SIfRfPEs Wy R M MCT NLTAR T B0 AT, o Toiem=t A1 ofaymida
N I =2 | Ao afes WW [Reaed o e qfFe =1 9y @y
R TG G I 7 5@ NG 60 | TN 377 JFAA 36 ¢ Af@eim 4= fea
9% 1% R | W G IETCHT ATS (TN Woye wFsiel R foat A@r=iferzy | ¢oNfr S
*oT QU @A AT =% ey et | aNefer Toay Swicsra e, e, Bail, wieE,
TE-IATE 8 JSCH AL et | ©4F Yo FIRADG AAOMST AVIAGACAT @A

*® Kironmoy Raha, Bengali Theatre, National Book Trust, India, 1978, pg.5
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Yatra costumes follow certain accepted conventions. Performances based on social texts largely follow

accepted conventions of contemporary social life. For example, all male characters from urban areas with
educated background generally wear trousers, shirt and shoes. Higher they go up in the social and
economic ladder, the greater is the tendency to wear suits, ties and sometimes even hats. The “evil”’
characters have the tendency to sport dark sunglasses...those from rural areas usually wear lungis (if they
are Muslims) and dhotis (if they are Hindus), with shirts, Panjabis or vests...All married female characters
wear saris: the affluent, those of silk and the poor, those of cotton. Salwar and kamiz are usually worn by
unmarried women of urban background and saris, by the same of rural background...The costume of the
royalty and the courtiers of historical texts, known as ‘royal dress’, are generally very colourful, and
decorative. Hindu kings usually wear silken dhotis and knee-long inner garment (joda), decorated waist
bands, decorated breast pieces (royal-buki), crowns (mukut) and shoes. Ministers and other courtiers wear
similar costume without the crown...Hindu queens usually wear saris, blouses and crowns. Muslim kings
wear silken salwar, a knee-long full sleeved silken upper garment (joda),...Queens and princesses usually
wear ghagra, full-sleeved and tight-fitting upper garment, a sleeve-less decorated jacket (Bombai chadri),
necklaces, decorated caps and shoes. Sometimes they also wear fine urnis (modesty scarf) over their heads

and chests... The gods and goddesses of the mythological texts are dressed similarly as the Hindu royalty.®
FoPTeEE (Make up) CFTE8 @R To-70IMs AfSAG 2 | TOPHIEFT SF© TSy o &Fa
BT QAR A TCETY FACR
e, R 8 WA | SR I7 @ WfEE NI SERIA B 8 JFRT SR TG T 8 &
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8 (BT TG TACE 79 € TACF A ASHR ASCE FATH et =7 ([
T (AT IO FABIISAAR 2 33 FAATg~ Ao e eber foet | I@ @ Fifex avere

AT | @ ST T JFIMT F SR@ Ao IS P A 8 TegE (M-S ARSI

e Syed Jamil Ahmed, Achinpakhi Infinity Indigenous Theatre of Bangladesh, University press Limited, 2000, pg 251
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°* P, Guha-Thakurta, The Bengali Drama : Its Origin And Development, kegan paul, Trench, Trubner & co. Ltd, London, 1930, p-20

** Syed Jamil Ahmed, Acinpakhi Infinity : Indigenious Theatre of Bangladesh, University Press Limited, Bangladesh, First publised 2000, P.246
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The Dramas of the ritual, therefore, are in a sense somewhat out of the mainline of the development of the

drama; the popular side has survived through the ages in rough way in the yatras well known in the
literature of Bengal, while refined and sacerdotalished vedic drama passed away without direct
descendent.**
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The well-known Sanskrit Idyll called the Gita Gobinda, by Jayadeva Goswami, which, as has been well
observed, is nothing but a yatra in Sanskrit, is based on a part of the story, in as much as it depicts only the

amours of Krishna with Radha in their various phases without referring to the other two periods of his

life.”
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Krishna Jatras with song as dialogue and three characters were most common, even before the chaitanya
movement, ‘Sri Krishna kirtan” of Badu Chandidas written before chaitanya or at least before Chaitanya
influence spreaded, will bear strong testimony to this assumption, This ‘Old Jatra’ or ‘Nata Giti’ is one
many such books. Many others were not preserved as they were scripts used for production only and were

not regular manuscripts. "
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The earliest reference to the Yatra probably dates from the Baisnab era. But Baisnhabism, if it humanised
literature to a certain extent, hardly ever secularised it. ... The influence of Baisnabism, therefore, was
hardly favourable to the development of the inherent dramatic elements in the Yatra; on the other hand, it

cherished its musical peculiarities, developed its melodramatic tendency, and emphasised its religious
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predilections. Indeed, we find the Baisnabas utilising the popular Yatra as a means of representing Krsna-

lila and diffusing its novel ideas.”
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In its nearly five- century-long history, Jatra has evolved from a simple devotional performance held in the
open courtyards of homesteads to elaborate commercial ventures of itinerant professional troupes given in

temporarily constructed performance space.m
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The most popular dramatic form in Bengal was ‘Jatra’ which originated in the medieval period. Origin of
drama in Egypt or Greece was held in honour of gods, the same event happened in case of ‘Jatra’ in Bengal
which was on the pretext of ‘Devpuja’ (Worship of gods). During the performance of Jatra, physical

movement were done with dance music. So ‘Jatra’, at that time was called ‘Opera’.™
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Various cultural thinkers believe that with the emergence of the Kirton songs during the 17" century, the

Jatra came into being, as the Kirtan songs took the form of Jatra songs.***
TP @ SfOrTe! ATeGEWe SR (S S59¢) ©FF ‘Practice of Jatra in Bangladesh : The
Crisis and Development' fta =1,

Open air opera has been popular in our country for a long time. This treatise is not meant for a detailed
study. Some experts are inclined to go beyond the Vedic Age to seek the roots of this kind of open-air

opera. %
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Well known and popular ... Krsna Yatra is a genre of performance entirely religious in nature. Based on the
myths and legends related to Krsna and Caitanya, Krsna yatra is performed with the objective of
dissemination of religious devotion and doctrine. Both professional troupes as well as amateur devotees of

the Krsna cult perform the genre.™”
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...he used to run the whole show by acting the part of a Duti (or a female go-between). Krishna and
Radhika were but nominal characters. ... There was not too much abundance of songs in Parma’s Yatras.
For producing poetic effect Parma used dialogues in greater proportion and the songs that followed those
conversations were composed in Payer (or rhymed couplets) and they were often sung in the tune with
which Payers were used to be sung. At the last end of that rhymed couplets, he used to sing in the tune of
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Kirtan... That was known us ** Tukko” and Paramananda was its creator.””
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As the language of the Yatras belongs to the Middle Age — the Age of Chaitanya and his followers... and
its virtues are its greater ease and simplicity consequent on its greater freedom from the pure Sanskrit
forms:- It is fond of puns and alliteration- and | cannot forbear the temptation of quoting here a few
specimens for the sake of my European readers, who are not only not used to such strange combination of
words, but could hardly even conceive the possibility of their formation. For instances:-
‘jeto kandey vacha vali sara sara,
ami alehagini vali sara sara;
Vallem nahi avasara, keva dive sara,
Amnisara sara vali pheli em thele’

Swapnavilasa
Here the alliteration turns on the word sara which has three meanings :- 1) Cream..... 2) Away! Away!
From the root sari to go, and 3) Avasara, which means leisure-
‘Rayer nasaye nai nicvas
Givane ki vicvas
Bujhi niracvas kore’ Pyari chere yaya,’

Swapnavilasa
Here the pun turns on the word Cvas in three different compounds, which give three different meanings :-
1) nicvas-respiration, 2) vi-cvas-confidence, hope; and 3) niracvas-hopeless.
These illustrations of puns and alliterations are very simple and innocent in comparison to what are

sometimes met with in the classical Sanskrit literature, and especially in the kavyas.>*
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'Again, we have here for the general theme not Krsna-lila as in Kalya-daman Yatra or even Chandi-lila,
Ram-lila or MansharKatha, but essentially secular themes of mythology or fiction such as Nala-damayanti
or Bidya-sundar began to be prominent; and later on with the degeneration of the Yatra in tone, temper and

style, Bidya-sundar alone became the prevalent theme.”*
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...yet the wealthy aristocracy, which for a long time constituted the main support of society and great patron
of arts and literature, was slowly breaking down under the stringent rules which put up their large estates to
public auction at the mercy of the highest bidder. The class of upstart zaminders who stepped into their
place could not be expected to posses the same inherited tradition of culture and refinement as marked the
ancient aristocracy of the land.”®
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My dear Goonoodada--

The Origin of the Jorasanko Theatre, is now hidden in the deep folds of rusty antiquity!! ... It was GOPAL
OORIAH'S JATRA, that suggested us the idea of projecting a theatre. ***
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We acknowledge in our last issue the receipt of Sakontollah by Baboo Unoda Persad Banerjee. This is the
first Opera in Bengalee. It has been written in a simple and elegant style, and the interest is well sustained
throughout. The songs are appropriate and exquisite. We had the pleasure of witnessing the performance
more than once, and we must say that it did credit to those who were enagaged in it. We hope the Opera

will supersede and degenerate Jattra.**
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TIFICee U foa ey Sl A:

Nawabpore is grand arena of histrionic display and asthetic performance in Dacca, while in music, its
excellence is unrivalled... when theatrical performance had not attained that degree of perfection which it
now boasts, and when it spread was not so universal as at present, it placed on the stage two or three pieces
of country Jatras composed by Krishna Kamal Goswame. Since, then, fashion has undergone a radical

b

change. Jatra have vanished, yielding to Operas.
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The Basaks of Nawabpur introduced the jatra, and the first performance was "Sitar Banobas’. This was

followed by Islampur Hindus, who staged Swapna Bilas. ... Jatras used to be accompanied by Hindu

Vo

Kheyal Thumri.
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A seditious play spun around the legend of the war between the Gods and the Demons. Author, printer and

publisher convicted in Calcutta for performance in 1909. ***
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Last Tuesday [16 October 1917] at 5 p.m. the Ganesh Opera party held a performance of the grand
mythological five-act drama by Babu Bholanath Roy called the Prithivi on the stage of Manomohan

Theatre, which was filled up with the highest number of enthusiastic audience.***
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The majority of jatra practitioners demand the complete exclusion of explicit dance segments. Many artists

consider this element as the root of all the problems in jatra. Many jatra practitioners (e.g. Putul; A.
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Sarkar) even compared the explicit dance with blood cancer. However, at the primary stage of the
revitalization, the exclusion of explicit dances could cause a financial loss for the exhibitors and the

companies because a significant number of young male audience members would reject the shows.“**
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It is known that new owners of Jatra, patronizers and unscrupulous proprietors include these indecent

"Princess" dance during the intervals to earn more money, degarding the status of Jatra. These patronizers

have contributed to the destruction of Jatra as an honest folk entertainment.**
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There were three or four local Jatra parties, and occasionally parties of special skill were engaged from
other districts. They charged Tk. 50 to Tk. 100 for a night’s performance. The educated middle classes in
Khulna, Bagerhat and Satkhira, and in advance village like Senhati, Mulghar and Magura, had also formed
themselves into amateur dramatic societics their performances being given at night in houses built and set

apart for the purpose.®*®
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The district had its reputation in pre-partition days for folk songs and Jatras. The Muslims used to enjoy
Jari, Bichar, Marfati and Bayati songs and also Jatras depicting love-tales of village people. Hindus used
to enjoy Kabi songs, Rashlila songs Baul songs Kirtan, Gambhira, Khemta and Jatras depicting Hindu
mythological love of Radha and Krishna, avatarism of Nimai and innumerable tales of love and war

between virtue and vice.**
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If any Magistrate has reason to believe that any house, room or place is used, or is about to be used, for any
performance prohibited under this Act, he may, by his warrant, authorize any officer of police to enter with

such assistance as may be requisite, by night or by day, and by force if necessary, any such house, room or

place, and to take into custody all persons whom he finds therein, and to seize all scenery, dresses and other
articles found therein and reasonably suspected to have been used, or to be intended to be used, for the

purpose of such performance.*®
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* The Dramatic Performance Act, India Act XIX, 1876, Paragraph 8: Power to grant warrant to police to enter and arrest and seize.
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