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We might define metaphor summarily as the discovery of an illuminating
correspondence between two objects but that too is inadequate for the

subtleties of the process. (Herbert Read 1950 : 98)
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A symbol, in the broadest sense of term, is anything which signifies something
else...Symbol is applied only to a word or set of words that signifies an object or
event which itself signifies something else; that is, the words refer to something

which suggests a range of reference beyond itself. (M.H. Abrams : 1999 : 168)
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The difference between myth and folk tale, however, also have their
importance. Myths, as compared with folk tales, are usually in a
special of seriousness : they are believed to have "really happened"

or to have some exceptional significance in explaining certain
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features of life, such as ritual. (William J. Handy & Max Westbrook,
1976 : 164)
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