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It was during his college years that M.N.Roy and Muzaffar Ahmed Who
influenced him to become a member of the Communist Party. Faiz was a
not a hardcore or far-left cummunist, he spent most of the 1950s and 1960s
promoting the cause of communism in Pakistan. Faiz was a well-known
communist in the country and had been long associated with the Communist
Party of Pakistan. ¢
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The Afro—Asian Writers’ Conferences promoted translation to help Asian
and African authors reach larger audiences and planned speaking tours for
writers to travel throughout the region. In addition to providing a forum for
sharing literary works, the conferences also served as a venue for political
discussion. Some authors were able to use these platforms to raise their own
political profiles.”*
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Being a lifetime admirer of Ghalib, Faiz borrowed the title from the opening
hemistich of Ghalib invoking multiple senses carried by the word “Nagshay
Faryadi” (the lamenting image). ®
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The ghazals and nazms included in Nagsh-e-Faryadi were set in traditional
poetic motifs with themes of classical Urdu literature like love, longing, and
loneliness. the book also explored themes of freedom, tyranny, and human
uncertainty with equal emphasis and featured a growing consciousness of
the socio-political milieu evolving around the poet.*
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About Cuba, we had no clear image, no picture in our minds. We knew only
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TG W FCE HHCH FEPG (8 fe<eaf izt e SoAgei w1 26 -
e (5T 5™ A% ( Gopi Chand Narang ) JC1 :
Faiz ahmad faiz is the most significant poet of Urdu, and an understanding
of contemporary Urdu poetry is not complete without a recognition of the
importance of his work *
(TS AW FEE OF SRR T PG I, R OF INERA $FGee A4 1
FRCT PR BF Bo! (@RI Sy (A IR 1)

o I &= (Nikola Benin) I :

Faiz became a source of great ideological power. His voice always rang
high and clear and during the grave-like silence of martial law rule, his
words remained a beacon of light that could not be extinguished. His poetry
is a celebration of life and an affirmation of the law of change. He was a
man singularly devoid of prejudice. He fought bigotry, not with bigotry, but
with tolerance.®
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e 3% PR (Rajat Singh) ¢ :

Faiz’s poetry has long reflected a syncretic spirit, both across place and
across time. It found a place among many local cultural traditions and also

88



beyond. He not only navigated the space between Hindu and Muslim, but
was also deeply influenced by British poets like W.H. Auden.

Faiz to give us a man deeply conscious of the struggle against authority and
also subjugated by it, between tradition and experiments, between the
darkness of tyranny and the dawn of freedom.*®
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Faiz was a literateur, political activist, pacifist, cultural theorist and much
more. He is the tallest Urdu poet the subcontinent has seen after Igbal, and a
poet of international repute with few equals. His dedication to the cause of
the oppressed and unmatched literary activism bring him close to his
Parisian contemporary and existential writer Jaun Paul Sartre .*
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We fell that we had been insulted, humiliated and tricked. We felt that the

whole of our future was at stake and that it was a deliberate blow aimed at

the growing solidarity and self consciousness of the Bengali speaking

population Originally intended to meet administrative requirements, we fell

that it had drawn to itself a political flavour and complexion and if allowed

to be passed, it would be fatal to our political progress and to that close

union between Hindus and Mohamedans upon which the prospects of

Indian advancement so largely depended.®
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Swadeshi during the days of its potency coloured the entire texture of our
social and domestic life. Marriage presents that included foreign goods, the
like of which could be manufactured at home, were returned. Preist would
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often decline to officiate at ceremonies where foreign articles were offered
as oblations to the gods.®
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Faiz’s poetry is rooted in the historical experience of colonialism and

resistance, yet it transcends its immediate political context to speak to
universal human suffering and hope.®
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Faiz Ahmed Faiz represents the finest synthesis of revolutionary politics
and classical poetic form in Urdu literature produced under colonial
modernity.
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Resistance literature is not simply a reaction to imperialism; it is an effort to

reclaim history, language, and human dignity.*
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Faiz wrote not merely against a particular regime but against a system of

oppression whose roots lay deep in imperial domination.?
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Resolved that it is the considered view of this Session of the All India

Muslim League that no Constitutional Plan would be workable in this

country or acceptable to the Musilms unless it is designed on the following

basic principles, via that geographically contiguous units are demarcated

into rerritorial readjustments as may be necessary, that the areas in which

the Muslims are numerically in a majority as in the North- western and

Eastern zones of India should be grouped to constitute ‘independent States’

in which the Constiuent units shall be autonomous and sovereign. that

adequate, effective and mandatory safeguards should be specially provided
in the Constitution for minorities in these units and in the regions for
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minorities in these, cultural, economic, political, of their religious, cultural,
economic, political, administrative and oher rights and interests in
consultation with them, and in other parts of India where the Mussalmans
are in a minority, adequate, effective and mandatory safeguards shall be
specially provided in the constitution for them and other minorities for the
protection of their religious, cultural, economic, political, administrative
and other rights and interests in consultation with them.>
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Faiz Ahmed Faiz stands as the poetic conscience of Pakistan, giving voice
to resistance during periods of military repression.*
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Progressive Writers Movement in Urdu literature was the strongest
movement after Sir Syed's education movement. the progressives
contributed to Urdu literature some of the finest pieces of fiction and poetry.
Undoubtedly, they were the trend-setters for the coming generation of
writers.*
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After independence the country get divided into two nations, voilence,
corruption, communal riots continue to wreck both nations (India and
Pakistan), attack on minorities, migration of millions of people and
countless miseries, plunders, massacres, etCc at growing scales. Faiz being
an eye witness to all these increasing problems felt the anguish and pain of
masses and was not ready to remain silent, was confined to seal his lips.>®
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It centers partition of India after the British rule was ended in the Indian
subcontinent, leading to rise different concerns and feelings associated with
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multi-ethnic origin. the poem primarily revolves around the poet's
sentiments and emotions about those people who migrated from one
sovereign state to another, leaving their native places. Subh-e-Azadi was
written as an expression of solidarity with the people who were living either
in India or Pakistan before the region split into two independent nations.the
poem illustrates split of Indian subcontinent in an imaginary style, covering
aftermath and its related events as personally felt or realized by the poet. the
poem also illustrates displeasure of the poet which he claimed or saw across
India—Pakistan borders. Faiz expresses his emotional pain, sadness or
distress about the cost paid for sovereignty and suggests a degree of
resignation.*”
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Prison did not silence Faiz; rather, it sharpened his sense of history and
universalized his protest against tyranny.*
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the poem ‘Bol’ remains a spirited call to all free men, in any country and
any age, to speak out boldly what free men have a duty to say.*
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Even during his confinement, the changes anticipated from revolutionary

action are almost presented in his lyrics as his poetry bears a peculiar kind

of beauty had a special aesthetics. First, Fair considers the pain of love the

only pain (female), but with the advent of the Progressive Writers
Movment, he began to consider other pains around him.®®
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