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ABSTRACT

Women and child trafficking is a gross violation of human rights. Women and children of
Bangladesh are being trafficked in many ways. After repatriation of trafficking survivors are
facing numerous challenges. This study aims to focus on the existing challenges in our legal
mechanisms to convict the traffickers. In doing so, this study tries to explore the experiences
of the survivors in the process of being trafficked, their life aboard and returning to
Bangladesh. This study also made an effort to explore the obstacles in our socio-economic

system in rehabilitation process of trafficking victims in their families and communities.

In addition, this research has made a category-wise analysis of the victims based on the
reports published in different newspapers. The research has extensively analyzed the in
detailed interviews of ten trafficking survivors, seven key informants’ interviews and reports
of four national daily newspapers. The interviews were conducted with the assistance of
Shatkhira branch of a national NGO, named as CWCS, and HELP Coxsbhazar. Besides,
interviews were taken from some NGOs, INGOs, staff lawyers and counselors who are

working in this field.

The findings of the study show the shortcomings of the existing rehabilitation process and
other government initiatives. It also shows inadequacy of the initiative taken by the NGOs
and INGOs along with the challenges faced by them due to lack of funding and other external

factors.

Finally, the study offers number of recommendations such as to ensure justice of criminals’,
increase of income that will stop the source of trafficking. The study also suggests that
Government, donor agencies and other NGOs should collaborate with each other to

strengthen the anti-trafficking program and facilitate the rehabilitation of victims.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

Human Trafficking is a phenomenon continuing from the earliest period of civilization. The
earliest form of trafficking was slave auctions of men and women. Trafficking and related problems
have not only continued but also increased to such a degree of magnitude that becomes a global
crisis. Trafficking in women and children is a lucrative activity for transnational crime
syndicates in South and Southeast Asian countries. Bangladesh is considered as one of the highly
trafficking prone zones because 4150 km. land is share border with India and Myanmar where 288
km common borders with Myanmar and the rest 4,222 km is with India (Rahman, 2004:41). Twenty-
eight districts of Bangladesh share borders with India and two districts share borders with
Mayanmar. So uneducated and vulnerable women and children are deprived of financial, social
and legal support and opportunities easily become victims of internal and cross border
trafficking. The organized gang of traffickers is targeting the poorest of the poor and
disadvantaged children and women and traffic them from Bangladesh to India, Pakistan and
Middle East countries (UDDIPAN, 2007). The government’s efforts to combat trafficking have
been inadequate. While civil society and international organizations identified at least 10,135
trafficking victims in recent years, including 1,784 sex trafficking victims and 8,090 labor
trafficking victims, the government’s own efforts fell short, identifying only 1,210 victims (US
Department of State, 2024). This discrepancy underscores the severity of the trafficking crisis
in Bangladesh, where both internal and cross-border trafficking are rampant. Despite these
challenges, the government’s anti-trafficking protection efforts were severely under-resourced,
with only a small percentage of its budget allocated to victim protection. The absence of
consistent data on trafficking makes it difficult to accurately assess the scale of the issue or
track year-to-year trends in Bangladesh (US Department of State, 2024). The victims are either
abducted or allured with promises of better life by providing lucrative job or marriage offers
and false proposals to visit holy places. But practically they become victims of trafficking and
sexual exploitation and eventually embrace the lives of agony and torture. There are two
common types of trafficking one is internal and the other is cross border trafficking. It has been
found that women and children are found that women and children are often taken away from
their homes through abduction, or false promise of better life with good employment, by

traffickers who in turn sell them in brothels in Bangladesh in the case of internal trafficking. On
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the other hand, they are smuggled by gang of traffickers across the border to further
destinations such as India, Pakistan and different Middle East countries where their ultimate
fate is a life of sexual exploitation and abuse and others forms of bonded labor. According to
UNICEF, approximately 400 women and children in Bangladesh fall victim to trafficking each
month (UNICEF, 2009). Over the past three decades, over one million women and children
have been trafficked out of Bangladesh, with around 300,000 sent to India alone in the last ten
years. This alarming trend points to the extent of both internal and cross-border trafficking,
which preys on the socio-economically disadvantaged. A report by Lawyers for Human Rights
and Legal Aid reveals that approximately 200,000 young girls and women of Bangladeshi
origin were sold into sexual exploitation in Pakistan (UNODC, 2009). These statistics illustrate
how deeply entrenched trafficking has become in Bangladesh, fueled by poverty, corruption,
and organized criminal syndicates. Tiny boys who are trafficked to Middle East become camel
jockey a very risky and hazardous job (BNWLA, 1998). Although few studies on trafficking
and working conditions of repatriated trafficking victims have been done in Bangladesh. The
present study intends to explore the socio-demographic characteristic of the victims,
vulnerable factors, consequence of trafficking victims, challenges of legal actions and
rehabilitation of repatriated victims. The Trafficking Protocol, defined by the United Nations,
describes human trafficking as the recruitment, transportation, or harboring of individuals by
means of force, deception, or coercion for the purpose of exploitation, including sexual
exploitation, forced labor, and slavery (UN Trafficking Protocol, 2000). In Bangladesh, this
crime is often perpetrated through false promises of employment or marriage, leaving victims
in situations of exploitation both within the country and abroad. The international community
has emphasized that successful counter-trafficking measures must include comprehensive
victim protection frameworks, such as repatriation and reintegration, to prevent retrafficking

and address the broader human rights violations inherent in trafficking (Le Thi Hoa, 2020).

1.2 Aim of the Study

The primary aim of this study is to explore the experiences and challenges faced by women
and child trafficking survivors in Bangladesh, particularly focusing on the process of their
repatriation. The research seeks to critically analyze how survivors navigate the legal,
psychological, and social landscapes following their return to Bangladesh, and how effective

the repatriation process is in helping them reintegrate into society.
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Specifically, the study aims to:

a. ldentify and analyze the challenges faced by trafficking survivors in accessing legal
support and prosecuting traffickers.

b. Evaluate the psychological and emotional recovery process post-repatriation, with a focus
on the availability and effectiveness of mental health services.

c. Assess the economic and social reintegration of repatriated survivors, exploring the role of
vocational training, employment opportunities, and community support in their recovery.

d. Examine the gaps in current repatriation policies and international cooperation
frameworks, offering recommendations for improving the protection and reintegration of

trafficking survivors.

This research contributes to the broader understanding of human trafficking by highlighting
the critical link between trafficking, repatriation, and reintegration, offering insights into the

long-term impact of trafficking on survivors' lives.

1.3 Statement of the Problem

Women and Child trafficking is not only the heinous crime but also the apex stage of human
rights violation. Victims of trafficking are the worst victim in this world. Every country in
this world is extremely facing this phenomenon. Bangladesh is one of the source countries in
this regard. Many men, women and children are being trafficked every day. The term itself
does not capture the total implications for an adolescent girl to be abducted and taken to a
brothel; threatened, beaten, and raped; and forced to submit to having sex with men, seven
days a week, for several years until she eventually becomes ill which may sometime result in
death. At present, human trafficking is most profitable business in the world. Every year three
thousand crore dollar business of human trafficking in the world. It is a more profitable business with
low capital investment. According to the Council of Europe the last ten years human trafficking
increasing fastly. In fact, all of the trafficking victim 70% are women and 50% are children (Prothom
Alo 06 June, 2008). According to Home advisor of caretaker Government, every day 50
Bangladeshi girls are lured across the Indian border and sold. Four lac (400,000) Bangladeshi
women are engaged in forced prostitution in India, while three lac (300,000) boys have been
trafficked to that country. Besides, an estimated 40,000 female children are exploited in
Pakistani brothels. An estimated 90 percent of trafficked women are forced into prostitution

(Daily Star, 18 June 2008). Most of the trafficking women and children are raped by trafficker and
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member of law enforcement agencies by the time of trafficking (Prothom Alo 18 June, 2008). According
to Reuters, Mumbai reports the number of women being trafficked from Bangladeshi into Mumbai
brothels is raising as part of greater migration. There are more than 3 million people of Bangladeshi
origin in India. Hundreds arrive undocumented every day, often crossing the border with a trafficker
or ‘agent’. Rising migration within Asia is putting growing numbers of migrants at risk of
being trafficked and abused by human smuggling networks, the United Nations Office for
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) said in a report last year on the criminal trade, which is worth $2
billion a year in Asia. South Asia is the fastest-growing region for human trafficking in the
world, and the second-largest after Southeast Asia, according to the UNODC. More than
150,000 people are known to be trafficked within South Asia every year, but the trade is
underground and the real number is likely to be much higher (Daily Star, April 01, 2016).
Bangladesh is considered as one of the highly child trafficking prone zones. Traffickers who in turn
sell the children to brothels in Bangladesh often take children away from their homes through
abduction, or false promise of better life with good employment. They are also smuggled across the
border to further destinations such as India, Pakistan, Middle Eastern countries etc. where their
ultimate fate is a life of commercial sexual exploitation and abuse and forced labour. This study will
describe the experiences of women and children and the types of problems or challenges

faced by them after repatriation of trafficking.

1.4 Philosophical Positioning: Ontology and Epistemology

1.4.1 Ontology: The Nature of Existence in Trafficking Research

Ontology, which explores the nature of being and existence, plays a significant role in this
study. In the context of women and child trafficking, the ontological stance adopted here is
realism. This means recognizing that trafficking exists as an external, objective reality that
profoundly impacts the lives of victims, regardless of how it is perceived or interpreted.
Trafficking is not a construct of perception alone; it is an undeniable and destructive force
that shapes social and economic realities for women and children in Bangladesh. The
suffering of trafficked individuals, their exploitation, and their eventual repatriation are real,
measurable experiences that exist independent of individual understanding. The study
assumes that trafficking is a tangible phenomenon, and its impact can be studied objectively

through the survivors' lived experiences.
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1.4.2 Epistemology: The Nature of Knowledge in Understanding Trafficking

Epistemologically, this study takes a constructivist approach to understanding the knowledge
surrounding trafficking. Constructivism suggests that knowledge is shaped by social
interactions and cultural contexts. In the case of trafficking victims, the knowledge about
their experiences, challenges in legal action, and reintegration into society is constructed
through their interactions with traffickers, the legal system, and their communities. By
exploring repatriated victims' stories, the study seeks to understand how their experiences are
shaped by societal structures and how they make sense of their suffering and recovery. This
knowledge is not static but is informed by the victims' perspectives, the legal frameworks in

place, and the broader societal understanding of trafficking.

In essence, while the existence of trafficking is viewed as an objective reality (ontology), the
way we understand and interpret the experiences of the victims and their interactions with
society (epistemology) is shaped by the social context in which this knowledge is produced.
This study, therefore, aims to bridge the gap between the real-world experiences of
trafficking victims and the constructed knowledge that emerges from their experiences, legal

struggles, and efforts toward rehabilitation.

1.5 Repatriation: Its Importance and Link to Trafficking

1.5.1 The Importance of Repatriation

Repatriation is a critical step in the fight against human trafficking, providing a path to
recovery and reintegration for victims. For survivors, repatriation is more than just a return to
their homeland—it represents a chance to reclaim their lives, restore their dignity, and begin
healing from the physical and psychological traumas endured during exploitation. In
countries like Bangladesh, heavily affected by trafficking, repatriation becomes a powerful
symbol of human rights restoration and a nation's commitment to justice (UNODC, 2020;
IOM, 2018). However, the repatriation process is fraught with challenges. Many survivors
return to communities that either stigmatize or ostracize them, making it difficult to fully
reintegrate into society. Legal and rehabilitative support can be limited, leaving survivors
without the necessary resources to rebuild their lives. For many, the social barriers are
immense, as repatriated victims are often perceived as tarnished or complicit in their
trafficking ordeal, particularly in conservative communities where gender norms are rigid.

The psychological scars left by trafficking can hinder their ability to reconnect with their
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communities and families, which are critical for successful reintegration (Surtees, 2017;
Human Trafficking Search, 2020).

1.5.2 The Link Between Trafficking and Repatriation

The relationship between trafficking and repatriation is intrinsic and forms the backbone of
this study. Trafficking, particularly of women and children, often involves the cross-border
coercive displacement of individuals for exploitative purposes. Repatriation, therefore, is not
just the end of a trafficking narrative—it is an essential part of the process in dismantling
trafficking networks and restoring survivors' rights. Returning victims to their home countries
allows for legal redress, psychological recovery, and reintegration into society. Without the
repatriation process, survivors remain vulnerable to re-trafficking or further exploitation in
foreign lands (UNODC, 2020; Good Practices on Reintegration, 2020). Repatriation
highlights the transnational nature of trafficking. Trafficking networks often span across
borders, with victims being transported from source to destination countries. Consequently,
international cooperation between these countries is essential to ensure that repatriation
happens safely and efficiently. Many victims, particularly those from developing countries
like Bangladesh, are trafficked into wealthier nations where they face severe exploitation in
forced labor, sexual slavery, or domestic servitude. International frameworks and treaties,
such as the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
provide a foundation for coordinating repatriation efforts between countries (Surtees, 2017,
UNODC, 2020).

In the case of Bangladesh, the repatriation of trafficked women and children is not just a
logistical necessity but a profound humanitarian challenge. Trafficking survivors face
immense difficulties in accessing legal recourse upon returning home. The bureaucratic
processes involved in prosecuting traffickers, coupled with the trauma survivors endure, often
result in prolonged delays and unsatisfactory legal outcomes. This underscores the
importance of legal aid and support services for trafficking survivors (Human Trafficking
Search, 2020).

1.6 Research Objectives

The general objective of the study is to ascertain the overall condition of repatriated victims.
This would contribute to a better understanding of the phenomenon and dynamics of

trafficking in women and children so that appropriate steps can be taken.
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The study seeks to archive the specific objectives:

Objective 1: Identify the factors, mode of procurement, and consequences of trafficking.
Objective 2: Find out the challenges faced by the victims in taking legal steps.
Objective 3: Sort out the problems of rehabilitation of victims into society.

Objective 4: Recommend policy for effective legal actions of repatriated victims of women and
children.

1.7 Research Questions

Question 1: What categories of victims are most vulnerable to trafficking?

Question 2: What are the problems of survivors towards legal actions to the traffickers?

Question 3: What are the challenges that women face in being rehabilitated back into their
communities?

Question 4: What are the present experiences of the women and children’s survivors who have been

trafficked?
1.8 Limitations of the Study

Conducting a study in the trafficking issue is far more complex than any other issue. Due to
the sensitive nature of the study, the process of collecting information was extremely difficult
for multiple reasons. First of all, the potential interviewees are very hard to find, as they are
afraid of being stigmatized. The NGOs were unlikely to share their information with others
for their organizational objectives. The government agencies were also very unhelpful to this
process. Gathering information also involves some risks and potential threats from different
interest groups. The researchers often receive various types of threats from the perpetrators.
The lack of adequate authentic resources is also another obstacle in the way of conducting the

research.
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CHAPTER 2
METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

Research Methodology is a set of methods used to perform a particular activity. Methodology
refers with the selection of study area, respondent, sources of data, method of data collection and
analysis. | have followed qualitative research methodology to conduct my study. However, |
used some quantitative data to understand the categories of victims of trafficking in Bangladesh.
This mixed-method approach is essential for gaining a comprehensive understanding of the
subject. By integrating both qualitative and quantitative methods, | was able to capture not only the
numbers and patterns of trafficking but also the personal experiences and emotional journeys of the
victims. This approach allows for a more holistic analysis, bridging the gap between abstract data

and real-world implications.

Authentic information is very difficult to find due to multiple factors such as the sensitive
nature of the crimes, lack of access to the victims, social barriers, and inaccuracy of official
statistics and unwillingness of the government agencies to disclose the actual scenario.
Sometimes, the analysis was given based on estimation rather than the actual statistics. The
numbers provided by the government agencies are mostly unreliable as they often try to
conceal the gravity of the crimes. With this backdrop, the research study was conducted in
two districts namely Shatkhira and Cox-Bazar, the two most popular routes of trafficking.
The selection of these districts is strategic, given their proximity to border areas and their
high prevalence of trafficking activities. Both districts serve as critical nodes in the
trafficking network, making them ideal locations for an in-depth investigation. Shatkhira is
particularly vulnerable due to its porous border with India, while Cox-Bazar's location near
Myanmar and its involvement in the Rohingya refugee crisis further complicates the

trafficking landscape.

2.1 Study Settings

This study is a purposive study and | have focused on experience of the survivors and the
Key persons who supported them after repatriation. | also tried to find some background
information about trafficking and the current state of trafficking. | have selected two NGOs
(CWCS and HELP Cox-Bazar) who are working with survivor’s rehabilitation and other
supports after repatriation. | got access to both NGOs to collect survivors and staffs

experience. Center for Women and Children Studies (CWCS) is working in national level and
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HELP Coxsbazar is working in local level in Coxbazar. | also visited many organizations
who work on international, national and regional level in this area. Among them are
Bangladesh National Women Lawyers Association (BNWLA), INCIDIN Bangladesh,
UNODC Office, etc. | have also gathered data from the newspaper collection of the CWCS.
The inclusion of these organizations provided valuable insights into the current anti-
trafficking programs and rehabilitation efforts at different levels. Collaborating with these
organizations allowed access to various perspectives, ranging from legal to psychosocial
support, ensuring that the research captured a wide range of issues related to trafficking and
repatriation. The experiences of key stakeholders working directly with trafficking victims
also revealed the challenges faced during reintegration efforts, especially the difficulties in
navigating bureaucratic and legal hurdles.

2.2 Sources of data

This study followed both a qualitative and quantitative approach and the data was collected

from both primary and secondary sources.

2.2.1 Primary Sources of Information

I have interviewed 8 trafficking victims at Shatkhira with the help of CWCS’s office and 2
other victims were interviewed at Coxbazar with assistance of ‘HELP Coxbazar’. All the
victims from Shatkhira were female and the safe-home in charge of CWCS was present
during the interview. These interviews were conducted with careful attention to the
psychological and emotional state of the survivors. In some cases, survivors were initially
hesitant to discuss their experiences due to fear of retribution or social stigma. The presence
of NGO staff and a safe environment helped mitigate some of these concerns, enabling a
more open and honest dialogue. This not only enhanced the quality of the data collected but

also provided a deeper understanding of the emotional trauma endured by the victims.

| also interviewed some Key Informants (KI) who were involved with the entire process of
trafficking at different levels such as INGO and NGO official, counselor, case manager,

Lawyer etc.
2.2.2 Secondary Sources of Information

Secondary sources for this study were books, reports, research studies, and newspaper
articles, document available in the internet, government country reports, and NGOs
newsletters. To supplement the primary sources of information, media coverage of last 5
years (January 2013 to December 2017) on trafficking of women and children were compiled
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from four daily newspapers. The inclusion of secondary data was critical in providing context
to the primary interviews. Reports from international organizations like the UNODC and
UNICEF offered broader perspectives on global trafficking trends, while national reports
from Bangladesh highlighted specific challenges within the country. Newspaper articles
added timely accounts of trafficking incidents, legal proceedings, and government efforts,
supplementing the firsthand experiences shared by victims and key informants.

2.3 Methods of Data Collection

Primary data was collected through interviews of the survivors, Key Informants Interview,
case studies and observation with emphasis on qualitative data that may shed light on the
unseen aspects of women and child trafficking.

2.3.1 In-depth Interview and Case Study

For collecting primary data, interview schedules, carefully prepared and pre-tested. While
interviewing a female survivor, the interview was conducted in the presence of a woman. In
view of the sensitive nature of the data to be collected from the survivors the were given
adequate orientation about the scope and the purpose of the interview. | interviewed total 10
survivors who were trafficked to India, Malaysia and Middle East. The interview structure
was designed to be flexible, allowing survivors to share their stories at their own pace. This
approach proved effective in eliciting more detailed and nuanced responses, particularly
when discussing traumatic experiences. Survivors were asked open-ended questions to
encourage them to describe their trafficking journey, the conditions they endured, and their
hopes for rehabilitation.

During their interview, the following matters were scrutinized.

= Demographic profile of survivors such as age, education, marital status, place of
origin and family background.

= Mode of procurement with the vulnerability factor

= Post trafficking condition

= Legal steps

= Experience of rehabilitation

= Help of Government and NGO
2.3.2 Key Informants Interview (KII)

To understand the repatriation process and challenges the survivors after repatriation, |
interviewed key person for this procedure such as INGO and NGO staffs, lawyer, Case

Manager, Counselor, Safe home In-charge. NGO staffs gave me a broader idea about the
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nature, causes and consequence of women and child trafficking. They informed me about the
procedures of repatriation and approaches to reintegration/rehabilitation. The lawyer
described the situation of trafficking cases, success, limitations and Challenges of trafficking
cases. Interview with counselor and safe home in-charge gave me an idea about the mental
and physical condition of survivors. They outlined the prospects of anti-trafficking program,
measures taken in many Governments, INGO and NGOs and its implications for survivors
and the process of their rehabilitation after repatriation. | also asked them about the
challenges they often face in their works at different stages and asked them about their
suggestion in this respect.

2.4 Data Analysis

After collecting data from newspaper, it was verified, processed, and presented in table to
facilitate data analysis and interpretation. The interpretation of the primary data was carried
out keeping mind the overall perspective of the study and by comparing, correlating,
whenever needed. The analysis of primary and secondary data was cross-validated to ensure
reliability. Triangulation methods were applied, comparing the victims' experiences with
official statistics and NGO reports to assess discrepancies and identify patterns of
underreporting. This multi-layered analysis strengthened the study's findings, offering a
clearer picture of the trafficking landscape in Bangladesh. The Information gathered from the

case study and Key Informants Interview was analyzed in descriptive manner.

2.5 Ethical Issues

While conducting the study, the ethical issues were carefully observed. The safety of the
interviewed women was the foremost consideration of the interviewers. Given the sensitivity
of their moral and social values, the utmost precaution was taken so that no harm is caused to
them. The privacy of interviewed women was fully protected and actual names were not used
in the report. The interviews were not taken at their home considering the safety of their
reputation and the full confidentiality was maintained in their interview sessions. The
emotional sensitivity of the victims was also respected in the question patterns of the

interviews.
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CHAPTER 3
CONCEPTS AND THEORIES

3.1 Definition and Concepts

The Bangla equivalent of the word trafficking is pachar. It has a mild connotation, which
means transfer from one place to another. If the term pachar is used in reference to women
and children, in Bangla the phrase nari o shishu pachar means illegal transfer of women and
children from one placeto another. (Khan eds,2001:2)

The definitions of trafficking are varied from organizations and countries in different angle.

Some definitions are given bellow.

According to section 3(1) of Human Trafficking Deterrence and Suppression Act (2012),
“Human trafficking” means the selling or buying, recruiting or receiving, deporting or
transferring, sending or confining or harboring either inside or outside of the territory of
Bangladesh of any person for the purpose of sexual exploitation or oppression, labor
exploitation or any other form of exploitation or oppression by means of: (a) threat or use of
force; or (b) deception, or abuse of his or her socio-economic or environmental or other types
of vulnerability; or (c) giving or receiving money or benefit to procure the consent of a

person having control over him or her.

According to article 3, paragraph (a) of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons defines Trafficking in Persons as “the recruitment, transportation,
transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other
forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a
position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the
consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation.
Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or
other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to

slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.”

The SAARC has defined it as “all acts involved in the procurement, transportation, forced
movement, and/or selling and buying of women within and/or across border by fraudulent

means, deception, coercion, direct and/or indirect threats, abuse of authority, for the purpose
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of placing a woman against her will without her consent in exploitative and abusive situations
such as forced prostitution, forced marriage, bonded and forced labor, begging, organ trade,
etc.” (Action Aid, 2000:3)

The UN defines trafficking as “the illicit and clandestine movement of persons across
national borders with the end goal of forcing women, girls and children into sexually
oppressive and exploitive situation for profits of recruiters, traffickers and crime syndicates
as well as other illegal activities related to trafficking such as forced domestic labor, false

marriage, clandestine employment and false adoption.” (Kelly and Regan, 2000:5)

The United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the United
Nations Children’s Fund and International Organization for Migration defines human
trafficking as the recruitment, transportation, transfer of harboring or receipt of any person by
the threat or use of force or abduction, fraud deception, coercion or abuse of power for the
purpose of slavery, forced labor (including the bonded labor or debt bondage) and servitude.
(Rahman: 2004:12).

3.2 Conceptual Framework

Forced labor is still an alarming phenomenon in different parts of the world. Women and girl
child are being forced to work in sex industries. Use of children in battlefields is increasing
at an alarming rate. Human body organs also have a huge demand in the medical sector.
Different innovative techniques are being used for trafficking women and children due to its
overwhelming demands at different sectors. People are being trafficked by alluring them with
the promise of better employment, by abducting them, lawful or unlawful migration, etc.
Various reasons are responsible for human trafficking such as; poverty, unemployment,
illiteracy, homeless and street children, domestic violence, etc. The root causes of human
trafficking in Bangladesh can be traced to a complex socio-cultural and economic structure.
Poverty, gender discrimination, illiteracy, and widespread violence against women create an
environment where trafficking thrives. In many cases, women and children are deceived into
trusting traffickers due to their dire circumstances. Discrimination against women, starting
from birth, denies them access to basic opportunities, which makes them more vulnerable to
exploitation (Ara & Khan, 2006). Additionally, patriarchal norms discourage women from
making independent decisions, which further increases their reliance on male counterparts. In
this social context, traffickers easily exploit these vulnerabilities, offering false promises of

marriage or employment opportunities. Furthermore, cross-border trafficking continues
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largely due to a lack of specific legislation and weak border control mechanisms (Rahman,
2011).

Human trafficking causes lot of physical and psychological trauma to the victims. Some
women and children even die because of AIDS. After the rescue, a victim requires physical
and psychological treatment and rehabilitation. However, despite committing such heinous
crimes, the traffickers still keep living in the society. Bringing them to the books is a
responsibility for all, but the system is extremely flawed. In addition to societal flaws,
corruption within law enforcement agencies and the legal system allows traffickers to evade
punishment. Traffickers often work within organized networks that are protected by powerful
social and political elites. This complicates efforts to bring them to justice, as witnesses are
often too afraid to testify, and victims lack the financial resources to hire legal representation.
This enables traffickers to continue their activities largely unnoticed, perpetuating the cycle
of exploitation (Rahman, 2011). Moreover, technological advancements, particularly in social
media, have introduced new avenues for traffickers to exploit vulnerable individuals.
Platforms like Facebook and TikTok are increasingly being used by traffickers to lure women
and children into situations of exploitation. Recent reports indicate that traffickers are
organizing parties and social events as a front for trapping women, who are later forced into
sex work (Sumi, 2021). This digital element adds a new layer of complexity to combating
trafficking, as it allows traffickers to operate from behind the anonymity of online platforms.
Women and children from refugee camps, particularly the Rohingya, have also become easy
targets for traffickers. These individuals, already in vulnerable situations, are promised job
opportunities or marriages, but are later exploited. The lack of identification documents and
formal legal status makes it easier for traffickers to exploit them without facing immediate
repercussions (United States Department of State, 2021). Human trafficking brings hazardous
consequences for the trafficked people during their journey in transit countries as well as after
reaching their destination. Traffickers take advantage of poverty, lack of education, political
instability, civil war, and natural calamities to recruit people for trafficking. After recruiting
individuals or securing their consent through fraud, deceit, or coercion, the journey of
exploitation begins. Traffickers use diverse methods for the exploitation of trafficked
persons. Traffickers exploit the desperation of the impoverished by offering them false
promises of high-paying jobs and luxurious lifestyles abroad. In reality, these victims are
forced into involuntary servitude in factories, construction sites, and households. This form of

forced labor is driven by the demand for cheap labor in both developed and developing
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countries, which fuels a highly lucrative trafficking industry. The traffickers, often part of
organized crime syndicates, make significant profits by transporting victims over long
distances, sometimes even across continents (Petros, 2005). The economy of trafficking is
determined by the distance traveled, mode of transport, number and characteristics of the
trafficked persons, and a set of other circumstantial conditions. Normally, the farther the
distance to be traveled, the more expensive the trafficking fee. Similarly, air travel costs more
than sea travel. Costs increase when the services offered by the traffickers exceed simple
transportation. For example, when travel documents, food, and other material are provided to
the trafficked persons. Besides, over time, trafficking fees have also increased. The socio-
economic conditions in Bangladesh further exacerbate the trafficking problem. Extreme
poverty, unemployment, and lack of education push individuals toward migration, often
under false pretenses. Many individuals, unaware of the risks, believe that migration offers a
way to escape their economic hardships. The failure of agriculture, particularly in rural areas,
has further increased the number of people willing to migrate, even if it means taking
dangerous and illegal routes (Wheaton, Schauer & Galli, 2010). The traffickers take
advantage of this desperation, offering what seem like legitimate opportunities abroad, but
ultimately leading their victims into exploitative situations.

Figure 1: Conceptual framework of the study
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3.3 Theoretical Framework:

There is some theory, which is related to my topic. The causal relationship among the theory &

women and child trafficking are given bellow: -

3.3.1 Opportunity and Rational Choice Theories

Rational choice theory examines decision making and the factors that affect it such as assessments of
risk, rewards, and morality and various behaviors. The balance between likely risks and rewards
influences offenders target selections. According to Brantingham and Brantingham (1984) the level of
risk is one of the factors that makes a target “good” or “bad”. Offenders plan to reduce the level of
risks associated with committing criminal offenses through selecting the most suitable targets. Tailor
and Harrell (1996:2) claimed that offenders often behave in a rational fashion, since they choose to
commit crimes that require little effort, but which provide high rewards and pose low risks of painful
consequences. According to rational choice theorists, criminals are rational beings who weigh the
costs and benefits of their actions (Lanier & Henry, 2004). Human traffickers, for instance, observe
the accessibility of potential victims, locations where they are most vulnerable, and times when they
can be easily abducted. The traffickers make calculated decisions based on the low likelihood of being
apprehended and the high monetary gains from trafficking (Cornish & Clarke, 1986; Becker, 1968).
This form of decision-making is particularly relevant in human trafficking, as traffickers exploit
opportunities where victims, often desperate for work or better living conditions, are easily lured into
exploitation. Trafficker always choice a good target of vulnerable woman and children who are the
suitable for trafficking and low risk remain.

Opportunity theory holds that criminal behavior most often reflects offender’s exploitation or
perceived opportunities. Opportunity theory can generally be understood in terms of the number of
targets available for crime. Cook (1986) defined opportunity theory as “the interaction of victims and
offenders in relation to targets” which are viewed by offenders as “opportunities” when they are
“attractive because of a high payoff and little risk. Trafficker makes relationship with the victims by
friendly behavior. Then trafficker takes opportunity to passing away the women and children who are
the victim. Research has shown that traffickers specifically target individuals in socially and
economically vulnerable positions, such as women and children from poor communities (Lutya &
Lanier, 2012). Rational choice theory explains the traffickers’ decision-making process, as they
calculate the potential profits of trafficking these vulnerable individuals into forced labor or
prostitution. The opportunity for crime increases when there are few capable guardians, and victims

are left unprotected by their families or society. Moreover, the rise of online platforms such as social
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media has created new opportunities for traffickers to exploit victims, especially young women and
children (Bartsch, 2019).

3.3.2 Anomie Theory

According to Matron's Anomie theory the main theme is approving goals & approves means. So,
when the people do not fulfill their goals by approve means, then they are agreeing to go with
neighbor, or other known person for good job or better life. In the meantime, the trafficker takes
this opportunity and trafficked them easily. In cases of human trafficking, individuals who are unable to
meet their financial or social goals may fall victim to traffickers who offer false promises of a better life or
job opportunities. The traffickers, in turn, take advantage of these desperate situations, exploiting
individuals for profit. Merton's theory of anomie highlights how societal pressures can lead individuals to
deviate from social norms when they lack the legitimate means to achieve success. In the context of human
trafficking, the traffickers exploit the inability of vulnerable people to achieve their goals through legitimate
means (Merton, 1938). Traffickers lure victims by promising them quick financial gains or better
opportunities abroad, knowing that these individuals have few alternatives. In Bangladesh, where poverty,
unemployment, and limited access to education are rampant, this creates fertile ground for traffickers to
exploit those in lower socioeconomic strata (Zhao & Cao, 2010). Anomie Theory also explains how
societal structures can foster deviant behavior when there is a disconnection between cultural goals and the
legitimate means of achieving those goals. When individuals cannot achieve success through socially
accepted means, they may resort to deviant or criminal behaviors, such as becoming involved in trafficking
activities. This theory provides insights into how traffickers operate in a society that places high value on
financial success but offers limited opportunities for legal success to certain social groups. Merton's
framework is useful in understanding how traffickers and victims alike are products of societal conditions
that prioritize success but limit legitimate means of achieving it. Many traffickers come from similar
backgrounds as their victims—Ilow socioeconomic status, poor education, and limited opportunities. In
such environments, trafficking can become a rational, albeit criminal, response to societal pressures (Vito &
Maahs, 2012). The traffickers may not see themselves as inherently criminal but as entrepreneurs
exploiting a system that offers few legal alternatives. Moreover, the concept of rebellion within Merton’s
adaptations of anomie helps explain why some individuals, particularly those involved in organized
trafficking rings, may reject societal goals entirely and pursue illicit activities. The traffickers' networks are
often embedded in systems of power and corruption, where economic gains outweigh the risks of being
caught. This complex dynamic is seen in both internal and cross-border trafficking, where traffickers use
their social and political connections to evade justice (Stults & Baumer, 2008; Akers, 2000).

32



CHAPTER 4
LITERATURE REVIEW

4.1 Trafficking Situation-an Overview

Human trafficking is widely regarded as one of the most egregious violations of human rights
in the modern world. It encompasses the recruitment, transportation, and exploitation of
individuals, primarily for purposes such as forced labor, sexual exploitation, and organ
trafficking. Although a global phenomenon, the problem is particularly acute in regions
where socio-economic inequalities, weak legal frameworks, and porous borders make
vulnerable populations easy targets for traffickers. In the context of Bangladesh, the
trafficking of women and children has emerged as a major social, economic, and political
issue. Due to its geographical positioning and socio-economic challenges, Bangladesh has
become a key source country for trafficking victims, with thousands of women and children
being trafficked across borders each year. Studies indicate that a combination of poverty,
unemployment, lack of education, and gender discrimination are the primary drivers behind
this growing crisis (Ara & Khan, 2006). Vulnerable populations, particularly from rural areas,
are often lured by traffickers with false promises of better employment, education, or
marriage opportunities. The trafficking routes are often deeply embedded within organized
criminal networks that operate across South Asia and the Middle East, making it difficult for
law enforcement agencies to intercept traffickers or rescue victims. In addition to cross-
border trafficking, internal trafficking within Bangladesh is also rampant, with victims
frequently being exploited for forced labor, sexual exploitation, and domestic servitude. The
coastal and border regions, especially areas like Cox's Bazar and Shatkhira, serve as
significant transit points for traffickers due to their proximity to neighboring countries and
their weak border security infrastructure (Rahman, 2011). This chapter reviews existing
literature on human trafficking, focusing on the socio-economic factors contributing to
trafficking in Bangladesh. It explores both internal and cross-border trafficking, examining
the role of economic deprivation, lack of education, and patriarchal societal structures that
exacerbate women and children's vulnerability to exploitation. Furthermore, the literature
highlights how traffickers use advanced technologies, such as social media platforms, to
recruit and manipulate victims, making the crime even harder to detect and prevent (Sumi,
2021). Through this review, the study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the

trafficking landscape in Bangladesh. By examining existing data, legal frameworks, and
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institutional responses, the chapter also seeks to identify gaps in research and highlight the
challenges in preventing trafficking and supporting the rehabilitation of victims. The review
will build on various academic sources, NGO reports, and case studies to paint a holistic

picture of the trafficking crisis and the ongoing efforts to combat it.

4.1.1 Human Trafficking is a Big Business

Human trafficking is not only a global human rights violation but also a highly profitable
enterprise that thrives on the exploitation of vulnerable individuals. Traffickers operate in a
low-risk, high-reward environment, making human trafficking one of the most lucrative
criminal activities worldwide. According to the International Labour Organization (ILO),
human trafficking generates approximately $150 billion annually. This staggering profit is
derived from various sectors, with $99 billion alone generated from commercial sexual
exploitation. Other industries benefiting from human trafficking include construction,
manufacturing, mining, and utilities, which account for $34 billion of the profits.
Additionally, the agricultural sector, including forestry and fishing, contributes $9 billion to
the traffickers' income. Furthermore, private households save approximately $8 billion
annually by employing domestic workers under forced labor conditions (ILO, 2014). While
only 19% of trafficking victims are trafficked for sexual exploitation, this form of trafficking
is responsible for 66% of the global profits. The average annual profit generated by each
woman in forced sexual servitude is estimated to be $100,000, which is six times higher than
the average profit generated by other trafficking victims globally. This indicates that
traffickers prioritize sexual exploitation because it yields significantly higher returns
compared to other forms of forced labor (Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe, OSCE). Scholars such as Vlachova (2005) argue that human trafficking is sustained
by the ongoing demand for cheap labor and sexual services in various industries worldwide.
Victims of trafficking are often treated as commodities, bought and sold for profit. Despite
international agreements denouncing human trafficking, the criminal market continues to
thrive, with traffickers exploiting the lack of strong enforcement measures. Flowe (2010)
further emphasizes that trafficking is fueled by the interaction of perpetrators, victims,
consumers of illegal services, and law enforcement authorities, each contributing to the
overall outcome of the crime market. As these parties interact within a framework of
optimizing behavior, their actions or inactions affect the scope and profitability of human

trafficking.
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Profitability varies widely across different regions and forms of exploitation. For example,
OSCE studies show that sexual exploitation yields a return on investment ranging from 100%
to 1,000%, whereas forced labor in less profitable markets, such as agricultural labor in India,
can still generate over 50% profit. This discrepancy highlights the different economic models
within the human trafficking market. In the Netherlands, investigators calculated that two sex
traffickers earned substantial profits from a small number of victims. One trafficker earned
$18,148 per month from four victims, generating a total of $127,036, while another trafficker
made $295,786 over 14 months by exploiting three women (OSCE). Additionally, forced
labor is highly profitable because it allows employers to cut costs significantly. For instance,
in Germany, Chinese kitchen workers were paid as little as $808 for a 78-hour workweek,
whereas German labor laws required that cooks earn $2,558 for a 39-hour workweek. By
exploiting trafficked laborers, employers save substantial amounts of money, further
contributing to the profitability of human trafficking (OSCE). Rahman (2011) explains that
the trafficking of workers into industries such as agriculture, construction, and manufacturing
provides employers with a cheap and irregular labor force that is easily replaceable and often
treated as disposable. This demand for cheap labor drives the trafficking market, as
vulnerable populations from source countries seek better employment opportunities, only to
be trapped in exploitative labor conditions. Zimmerman & Kiss (2017) argue that trafficked
workers face dangerous working conditions, inadequate medical care, and frequent verbal
and physical abuse, all while being paid far less than what is legally required in destination
countries. The global market for trafficked labor is driven by the economic disparities
between source and destination countries. Employers in wealthier countries exploit these
inequalities by hiring trafficked workers, who are willing to accept dangerous jobs for
minimal wages. The trafficking market is further facilitated by the lack of effective border
controls and corrupt officials who allow traffickers to operate with impunity. The low risk of
prosecution, combined with high potential profits, makes trafficking an attractive business
model for organized crime groups (Vayrynen, 2003). Globalization and the decline of border
controls have only exacerbated the trafficking problem. Aronowitz and Koning (2014)
suggest that employers facing increased competition due to economic liberalization often turn
to trafficked labor to reduce operational costs. Additionally, the introduction of free trade and
the openness of international borders have allowed traffickers to move victims more easily

between countries. Turek (2013) emphasizes that traffickers exploit transparent yet porous
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borders and corrupt border enforcement personnel to transport victims without facing
significant obstacles. According to Keo (2014) and Zhang (2009), human traffickers are a
critical component of this market, acting as intermediaries who connect potential victims with
employers in destination countries. These traffickers are often part of organized crime
networks that span multiple countries, making it difficult for law enforcement agencies to
dismantle the operations. Vogel (2017) and Mathias & McCabe (2010) note that while
traffickers play a central role in this market, there is a significant research gap in
understanding their characteristics and motivations, largely because traffickers are considered
part of the 'hidden population'—difficult to access and study. Human trafficking thrives as a
business due to the high demand for cheap labor and sexual services, combined with the low
risks faced by traffickers. Despite international efforts to combat human trafficking, the
market remains resilient, driven by economic inequalities, globalization, and weak legal
frameworks. This section highlights the need for further research on traffickers’ methods and
the market dynamics that sustain human trafficking, particularly in relation to labor
exploitation.

4.1.2 Human Trafficking is a Modern-day Slavery

Human trafficking is widely recognized as a form of modern-day slavery. This term
encompasses various exploitative practices in which individuals are forced into labor, sexual
exploitation, and other forms of servitude without their consent. The International Labor
Organization (ILO) and Walk Free Foundation estimate that approximately 24.9 million
victims are currently trapped in modern-day slavery. Of these, 16 million (64%) are exploited
for labor, 4.8 million (19%) are sexually exploited, and 4.1 million (17%) are subjected to
state-imposed forced labor (ILO, 2017). Forced labor occurs across numerous industries. Of
the 16 million victims forced into labor, 7.5 million (47%) work in sectors such as
construction, manufacturing, mining, and hospitality. Another 3.8 million (24%) are domestic
workers, while 1.7 million (11%) are forced to work in agriculture. The exploitation of labor
through trafficking is a global issue, with 71% of trafficking victims being women and girls,
and the remaining 29% being men and boys (ILO, 2017). Trafficking does not always involve
cross-border movements. In fact, 2.2 million (14%) of labor trafficking victims were moved
either internally or internationally, whereas 3.5 million (74%) of those trafficked for sexual
exploitation lived outside their country of residence. Victims, on average, spend around 20
months in forced labor before they are freed, although the time varies depending on the type

of exploitation. Kaufman & Crawford (2011) note that conflict-induced migration of women
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and girls to urban areas has contributed to the rise in sexual exploitation and internal

trafficking, illustrating that not all victims of modern slavery are moved across borders.

The global distribution of forced labor victims highlights significant regional variations. The
Asia-Pacific region accounts for the largest number of forced laborers, with 15.4 million
individuals (62% of the global total). Africa follows with 5.7 million victims (23%), and
Europe and Central Asia account for 2.2 million victims (9%). In contrast, the Americas have
approximately 1.2 million victims (5%), and the Arab States account for just 1% of the global
total (ILO, 2017). This regional disparity underscores the link between economic
development and vulnerability to trafficking. Victims of human trafficking are often deceived
or coerced into forced labor or sexual exploitation, where they lose their freedom and
autonomy. This phenomenon, which is fueled by both the demand for cheap labor and the
availability of vulnerable individuals, mirrors the dynamics of historical slavery. The
exploitation of modern-day trafficking victims can include forced marriage, debt bondage,
servile labor, and sex-based slavery. Bales and Cornell (2008) argue that modern-day slavery
has been exacerbated by rapid population growth, especially in developing countries, which
stretches already fragile economies and leaves many vulnerable to exploitation. Moreover,
global economic inequalities drive people from poorer nations to migrate to wealthier
countries, where they often fall prey to traffickers (Bales & Cornell, 2008). Bales further
notes that the transition from colonial economies, focused on exporting raw materials, to
modern economies has left many developing countries at a disadvantage, pushing their
citizens to seek employment abroad, often through illegal means. The economic dynamics of
modern-day slavery are significant, as traffickers exploit victims for maximum profit with
minimal risk. For example, forced labor in industries like agriculture, forestry, and fisheries
generates an estimated $51 billion annually, while forced sexual exploitation alone produces
$99 billion in profits each year. This business model, which is structured to treat humans as
commodities, makes trafficking one of the fastest-growing transnational criminal enterprises,
second only to the illegal drug and arms trades (ILO, 2017). Shelley (2010) observes that
trafficking flows often move from less developed countries to more developed nations, driven
by demand for cheap labor and the ability of organized crime groups to exploit gaps in legal
and regulatory frameworks. Additionally, the trafficking market is sustained by the lack of
clear regulations, political will, and enforcement mechanisms to combat human trafficking
effectively (Shelley, 2010). This has allowed criminal organizations to operate with impunity,

particularly in regions where corruption is rampant, and law enforcement is weak (Cullen-
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DuPont, 2009). Human trafficking is not only an issue of illegal labor and sex work, but it
also perpetuates systemic exploitation that can span generations. One of the most persistent
forms of modern-day slavery is debt bondage, where victims are forced to work indefinitely
to repay loans or advances given to their families, often with exploitative interest rates that
make it impossible for them to break free (Hennink & Simkhada, 2004). This practice is
particularly common in industries like agriculture and brick production in South Asia, where
entire families can be enslaved in debt bondage for generations, unable to escape their
economic circumstances. In summary, modern-day slavery remains a pervasive issue that
affects millions of people across the globe. While the majority of victims are concentrated in
the developing world, the demand for trafficked labor and sexual exploitation is driven by
economic forces in developed nations. As Bales and Cornell (2008) highlight, the global
economy, with its emphasis on free trade for goods but restricted labor mobility, has allowed
modern-day slavery to persist by creating a system where traffickers can exploit the most
vulnerable for profit. The persistent global inequalities and lack of enforcement mechanisms

leave many victims trapped in a cycle of exploitation, with little hope for escape.

4.1.3 Prosecution

The global prosecution of human traffickers remains alarmingly low. Despite the widespread
recognition of human trafficking as a serious crime, the number of successful prosecutions
has consistently fallen short of the scale of the issue. According to the 2017 U.S. State
Department Trafficking in Persons (TIP) report, there were only 14,894 prosecutions and
9,071 convictions for trafficking worldwide in 2016. This reflects a major gap between the
number of traffickers operating globally and those being held accountable through legal
proceedings. In Africa, there were 1,251 prosecutions and 1,119 convictions, resulting in the
identification of 18,296 victims of trafficking. In East Asia and the Pacific region, there were
2,137 prosecutions, 1,953 convictions, and 9,989 victims identified. Europe saw 2,703
prosecutions and 1,673 convictions, along with the identification of 11,416 victims. In the
Near East, 996 prosecutions led to 1,187 convictions and the identification of 3,292 victims.
South and Central Asia witnessed 6,297 prosecutions and 2,193 convictions, with 14,706
victims identified, while in the Western Hemisphere, 1,513 prosecutions resulted in 946
convictions and 8,821 victims were identified (TIP, 2017). In the United States, the
Department of Justice reported 439 human traffickers convicted in 2016, an increase from
297 in 2015 and 184 in 2014. While these numbers indicate some progress, they are still far

from addressing the true magnitude of human trafficking globally. However, there are

38



significant challenges that prosecutors face in pursuing human trafficking cases. The
uncertain legal environment surrounding human trafficking laws makes it difficult for
prosecutors to establish a prima facie case. Many trafficking laws are relatively new, and
their elements have not yet been thoroughly tested in court. As a result, prosecutors often
struggle with how to prove coercion, force, fraud, or the involvement of third parties,
especially in cases where children are sexually exploited without the presence of a direct
trafficker (Flowe, 2010). This legal uncertainty leads many state prosecutors to rely on older,
more established statutes, such as those for kidnapping or prostitution, rather than using new
human trafficking laws, which are perceived as more complex and riskier to prosecute.
Another barrier to prosecution is the institutional resistance within law enforcement agencies
and prosecutorial offices. Law enforcement agencies often view the identification of new
crimes, such as human trafficking, as politically driven and not in line with traditional
policing work. This institutional resistance can lead to a lack of prioritization and resources
dedicated to trafficking cases. Furthermore, without comprehensive training and specialized
personnel, many agencies struggle to enforce human trafficking laws effectively. In cases
where trafficking laws are enforced, the lack of established routines and the complexity of the
cases can result in weak prosecutions (Hickle & Roe-Sepowitz, 2014). The institutional
barriers are compounded by the reluctance of frontline law enforcement officers to recognize
human trafficking cases. Powell et al. (2017) observed that many police officers and
prosecutors lack the necessary training to identify trafficking victims and may misclassify
cases as more familiar crimes, such as prostitution or fraud. This issue is exacerbated by the
scarcity of formal policies guiding responses to trafficking incidents, leading to inconsistent
enforcement across jurisdictions. Moreover, without specialized personnel or dedicated
trafficking units, the complex nature of human trafficking cases is often overwhelming for
state-level agencies, which prefer to refer cases to federal authorities rather than proceed with
local prosecutions. Prosecutors also face attitudinal barriers in human trafficking cases,
particularly in situations where victims are perceived as lacking credibility due to their
behavior or background. Prosecutorial decisions are often influenced by stereotypes about
"appropriate” victim behavior, which can make it more difficult to secure convictions in cases
where victims have been forced to participate in illegal activities, such as prostitution or
border crossing. This focus on victim blameworthiness can deter prosecutors from pursuing
trafficking cases, as they prioritize cases with a higher likelihood of conviction (Williamson
et al., 2008). Additionally, there is a shortage of mental health professionals trained to

address the specific needs of human trafficking survivors, which can negatively impact their
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ability to participate in prosecutions (Powell et al., 2017). Many survivors require trauma-
informed healthcare and culturally sensitive services, but the lack of such resources often
leads to traumatization and hinders their recovery. This, in turn, can affect their willingness
and ability to testify against their traffickers. Effective prosecutions depend on the
cooperation of victims, and when their needs are not adequately addressed, the likelihood of a
successful legal outcome diminishes. While some progress has been made in prosecuting
human traffickers, the overall rate of prosecution remains unsatisfactory. Legal, institutional,
and attitudinal barriers continue to hinder effective enforcement of trafficking laws. Without
a concerted effort to train law enforcement officers, specialize prosecutorial personnel, and
provide adequate support for survivors, the global fight against human trafficking will
continue to face significant challenges. The current gaps in prosecutorial success underscore
the need for more robust institutional responses and legal clarity to ensure traffickers are held

accountable for their crimes.

4.2 Trafficking Situation-Bangladesh

Bangladesh is one of the most vulnerable countries for trafficking today due to a host of
factors. These are the large population of Bangladesh, chronic poverty among large groups of
people, ongoing natural disasters like cyclones, tornado, river erosion, drought, flood and
lack of a shelter in disaster periods. Moreover, rural-urban migration in search of work due to
unemployment or natural disasters increase violence against women including the risk of
being trafficked (Sarker and Panday, 2006).

According to Bangladesh Country Report (2016), Bangladesh is considered primarily as a
source and to a lesser extent, a transit and destination of human trafficking. Quite a large
number of Bangladeshi men and women who migrate to the Middle East to work in the
construction, garments and domestic service sectors are subjected to forced labour. Many
migrant workers have to pay exorbitant recruitment fees imposed by unscrupulous labour
recruitment agencies and their sub-agents. Before their departure, many migrant workers
either sale their inherited lands and properties in low price or borrow money from
neighbours, friends, family members and even from money lenders with high interest rate to
pay recruitment fees. Those migrants who have to pay debts to members of their family,
friends, and neighbours back home usually feel that they have no alternatives as they cannot
return home without the money they owe. It is estimated that around one million

undocumented Bangladeshi women are living in Pakistan, with a significant number believed

40



to have been trafficked. According to UNIFEM, about 300,000 Bangladeshi children have
been trafficked to brothels in India over time. Over the past five years, at least 13,220
children have been trafficked out of Bangladesh, with only 4,700 successfully rescued
(UNIFEM, 2018). Furthermore, approximately 4,500 women and children from Bangladesh
are trafficked annually to Pakistan, while Bangladeshi boys as young as 4 years old are
trafficked to Gulf countries for camel racing and are often subjected to sexual exploitation by
their employers.

Labour traffickers often make false promises of a high paid jobs or exciting travel
opportunities to allure innocent people into abusive working conditions. Victims find that the
realities of their jobs are far different than promised. They frequently work long hours for
little or no pay. Their employers exert such physical or psychological control including
physical abuse, debt bondage, confiscation of passports and money that the victims believe
they have no other choice but to continue working for the employers. Migrants are given the
impression that if they go to the authorities they will be deported or prosecuted. Women who
mostly work as domestic help are exposed to forced labour, abuse and sexual violence as they
are isolated in houses, not allowed to go out and hardly have any contact with the outside
world (Bangladesh Country Report, 2016). Bangladeshi men and women who migrate legally
to countries such as Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, and the UAE for work often fall prey to
recruitment fraud. These migrants are charged exorbitant fees—sometimes over $6,000—by
recruitment agencies, which trap them in debt and make them vulnerable to coercion and
forced labor (Amnesty International, 2019). Furthermore, some traffickers manipulate legal
recruitment processes, using employment agencies as fronts to send women and children
abroad, only to exploit them in forced labor or sex trafficking upon arrival. This recruitment
fraud is rampant, with NGOs and researchers noting that Bangladeshi workers often pay the

highest migration fees in the region.

In Bangladesh, young girls and boys from impoverished families of the bordering areas are
often lured by the agents of traffickers with opportunities of employment, marriage and
sightseeing in the neighbouring countries. Majority of these young boys are sold at the brick
fields and other industries while girls are forced into commercial sexual exploitation and
prostitution. Traffickers pretend to be fiancé or often offer false marriages and emotionally
blackmail girls to travel to neighbouring country for a better life. Although the trust is being
broken but it takes sometimes for the girls to realize that they have been trapped into

trafficked situation to be sexually exploited and sold into prostitution. As reported over the
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past five years, traffickers exploit both domestic and foreign victims in Bangladesh, while
also exploiting Bangladeshis abroad. Vulnerable groups include victims of child marriage,
poor and marginalized individuals, those who lost jobs during the COVID-19 pandemic, and
people displaced by natural disasters (UNODC, 2021). Climate change has exacerbated
trafficking risks, with government officials estimating that an average of 700,000 people are
displaced annually due to natural disasters. This displacement leaves individuals, particularly
women and children, at increased risk of exploitation. Traffickers are increasingly relying on
social media and mobile platforms to recruit victims, particularly young women and girls, for
both labor and sex trafficking. While bonded and sex labour comprise the vast majority,
forced begging and organ harvesting have also been identified as the endpoint of human
trafficking. As victims enter without valid travel documents, they remain under constant

threat of apprehension and deportation (Bangladesh Country Report, 2016).

In that study of Huda, it is found that at least 20,000 Bangladeshi women and children are
trafficked to India and Pakistan and to Middle Eastern countries every year. Bangladesh
country report (2007) showed that 50,000 Bangladeshi girls are trafficked to or through India
every year as we have border with India. These two data are quite divergent from each other
and cannot be relied upon to understand the situation of trafficking (Rosy, 2013). Huda
(2006) gives an idea that more than 14,000 Bangladeshi women are working as maids in the
Gulf States and NGOs estimate the number as more than 40,000. The issue of trafficking is
gaining a lot of attention in Bangladesh with studies which have been published on this issue
(Rosy, 2013). Rural-to-urban migration is another significant driver of trafficking within
Bangladesh. As rural populations migrate to urban centers in search of employment, they
often fall prey to traffickers. Many are coerced into bonded labor through debt-based
coercion, particularly in industries like garment manufacturing, shrimp processing, and
construction. Observers estimate that around 40,000 children are forced to work in dry fish
processing units, with their parents receiving money advances against their children's salaries.
Female-headed households are particularly vulnerable to trafficking, especially after men

migrate for work or families experience separation (UNODC, 2021).

In conclusion, Bangladesh’s vulnerability to human trafficking is driven by a combination of
factors, including poverty, migration, natural disasters, and weak legal protections. The
trafficking of women, children, and men for labor and sexual exploitation continues to be a
significant problem both domestically and internationally. The exploitation of Bangladeshi

migrants and the use of deceptive recruitment practices underscore the need for stronger
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regulatory frameworks and more robust enforcement mechanisms to combat human

trafficking in the country.

4.3 National and legal measures to combat of trafficking in Bangladesh

The government of Bangladesh has taken numerous measures to combat trafficking,
partnering with NGOs to promote anti-trafficking programs. According to the Country Report
(2007), the Government of Bangladesh ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) in the early 1990s, ensuring legal measures against traffickers and protecting
children's rights. The government has also ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), aimed at safeguarding women from
violence, including trafficking. Furthermore, Bangladesh ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution, and Child
Pornography, which strengthens legal actions against traffickers. In addition, Bangladesh
signed and ratified the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
Convention on Preventing and Combating Trafficking in Women and Children for
Prostitution in January 2012 (Rosy, 2013). The government’s efforts culminated in the
Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking Act, enacted in 2012, followed by the
Overseas Employment and Migration Act in 2013. To enforce these laws, the government
introduced three sets of rules in 2017: Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking
Rules, Human Trafficking Prevention Fund Rules, and National Human Trafficking Combat
Organization Rules. The Bangladesh Police Monitoring Cell, established in 2004 at Police
Headquarters, plays a key role in collecting information on trafficking, taking legal actions,
and helping prosecute cases (Rosy, 2013). The Ministry of Home Affairs (MOHA) leads anti-
trafficking efforts, coordinating various committees and sub-committees, such as the GO-
NGO National Coordination Committee to Combat Human Trafficking and the Committee to
Monitor the National Plan of Action for Combating Human Trafficking 2015-2017. One key
initiative is the Rescue, Recovery, Repatriation, and Integration (RRRI) Task Force, which
fosters collaboration between Bangladesh and India to address cross-border trafficking. In
recent years, bilateral initiatives have been strengthened through the Anti-Trafficking
Monitoring and Mechanism project supported by UNICEF, leading to the development of a
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for the RRRI Task Force. The SOP ensures the smooth
rescue, recovery, repatriation, and integration of trafficking victims. In 2016, a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) between Bangladesh and India formalized collaboration on cross-

border anti-trafficking efforts (Bangladesh Country Report, 2016). The Bangladesh Police are
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tasked with implementing both the Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking Act
2012 and the National Plan of Action 2015-2017. A dedicated Human Trafficking Cell at
Police Headquarters collects updated information on trafficking cases and coordinates with
other government ministries and NGOs. Additionally, District Monitoring Committees have
been established across all districts of Bangladesh. In 2016, 677 trafficking-in-persons (TIP)
cases were registered with various police stations, of which 398 cases were still under
investigation. By the end of that year, 2,451 TIP cases were under trial in courts across the
country. While convictions remain low, with only three convictions in one case and 72
acquittals in 14 cases by the end of 2016, the government’s efforts to combat human
trafficking have led to a significant increase in registered cases. The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MOHA) continues to lead the inter-ministerial committee for combating human
trafficking, meeting bi-monthly to coordinate anti-trafficking activities across government
agencies. The National Authority, tasked with supervising anti-trafficking efforts, requires
capacity-building to improve inter-ministerial collaboration. Despite these challenges, the
government has supported local Counter-Trafficking Committees (CTCs) at the district, sub-
district, and union levels to promote coordination between local governments and NGOs
(UNODC, 2022). These committees help monitor trafficking activities and foster community
engagement to prevent trafficking. Bangladesh’s government has also focused on
international collaboration to combat trafficking. The country maintains 15 bilateral labor
agreements aimed at protecting Bangladeshi workers abroad. In 2022, Bangladesh signed an
MOU with Greece to promote regular migration and sought additional agreements with other
European countries. Furthermore, the government created a task force in July 2022 to
monitor the implementation of the Global Compact on Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration.
These efforts are part of a broader strategy to enhance the safety and rights of Bangladeshi
migrant workers. The government also expanded its efforts to raise awareness of trafficking
risks among migrant workers. Pre-departure training, which includes anti-trafficking
components, is now mandatory for all Bangladeshi migrants. Female domestic workers must
complete a 30-day pre-departure training course designed to inform them about safe
migration practices and their labor rights (Amnesty International, 2020). These awareness
programs are supplemented by district-level job fairs organized by Bangladesh Overseas
Employment and Services Limited (BOESL), which provide information on ethical
recruitment practices. However, despite these efforts, many migrants remain vulnerable to
exploitation due to the high costs of migration and the involvement of illegal recruitment

agents (dalals). The government continues to address legal reforms to reduce trafficking risks.
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Efforts to amend the Overseas Employment and Migration Act (OEMA) of 2013 are ongoing,
aiming to improve oversight of recruitment agencies and reduce unlawful recruitment fees.
While the government has suspended 183 recruitment agencies for violations, many agencies
have resumed operations after brief suspensions. To strengthen enforcement, the government
is developing a classification system to rank recruiting agencies based on compliance with
regulations. In addition to national measures, the Bangladesh government has made
significant strides in child labor enforcement. The Department of Inspection for Factories and
Establishments (DIFE) is responsible for enforcing child labor laws, although its authority is
limited to filing cases in labor courts rather than criminal courts. Despite these limitations, the
DIFE removed nearly 4,000 children from hazardous work environments in 2022 and
implemented a one-year action plan to eliminate child labor in high-risk sectors (ILO, 2022).
However, the agency faces severe staffing shortages, and enforcement in the informal
sector—where 93% of child labor occurs—remains a significant challenge. In recent years,
Bangladesh’s government has faced increasing pressure to address trafficking within
vulnerable communities, particularly the Rohingya refugee population. While awareness
campaigns have been implemented in refugee camps, access to education and employment
remains limited, making the Rohingya vulnerable to trafficking both within Bangladesh and
across borders (UNHCR, 2022).

Table 1: Investigation, Prosecution and Rehabilitation: The statistics related to TIP for the

period January — December 2016 is given below:

Status of TIP cases being lodged Number
TIP cases lodged 677
Accused arrested/surrendered 1,361
Charge Sheet submitted 211
Final Report Submitted 68
Under investigation 398
Status of cases disposed after trial

Cases ended in conviction 1
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Cases ended in acquittal 14

Persons convicted 3

Death sentence -

Life imprisonment -

Other terms 3

Persons acquitted 72

Status of trafficked persons

Trafficked persons (As mentioned in the FIRS) 770
Trafficked persons rescued/recovered 523
Rehabilitation of trafficked persons to parents 523

Trafficked persons sent to government safe homes -

Source: Bangladesh Country Report, 2016

4.4 NGO Response to Trafficking

In the study of Rosy (2013), Bangladeshi NGOs play an important role to combat trafficking
and perform responsible anti-trafficking activities all over the country. There are many NGOs
in Bangladesh working against trafficking and among them BNWLA (Bangladesh National
Women Lawyers Association), DAM (Dhaka Ahsania Mission), CWCS (Center for Women
and Children Studies), RJ (Rights Jessore), UDDIPAN, SAVIOUR are the leading NGOs
(Bangladesh Country Report, 2011). They help to make people aware of trafficking, help to
rescue the survivors and facilitate the retuning of survivors in Bangladesh. Then they are sent
to the shelter homes and it provides physical and psychological health services. Moreover,
they provide personality skill development training to these survivors to process their
reintegration in family and society. BNWLA has been working as the pioneer organization in
Bangladesh to combat trafficking against women and children. It also helped to make this the

study possible and reach the informants quickly. This organization provides the survivors
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with legal assistance, shelter support, capacity building of survivors, repatriation,
rehabilitation, psychological support, and conducts various researches on trafficking
(Shamim, 2010). In recent years, NGOs like BNWLA have expanded their focus to tackle
new challenges arising from cross-border trafficking, particularly in the Rohingya refugee
crisis. CWCS, a prominent organization working to combat trafficking, has been involved in
advocacy and policy reforms. They have been instrumental in urging the government to
amend existing laws and adopt new interventions aimed at protecting vulnerable populations,
particularly women and children (Rosy, 2013). CWCS also provides essential healthcare
services to survivors, including medical treatments and psychological counseling. The
organization has established health booths where survivors can receive free healthcare and
medicine, contributing to their overall well-being and recovery. CWCS is an organization that
conducts various researches and promotes advocacy to combat trafficking against women. It
has urged for changes in the policy to change the existing laws and government interventions.
It also gives emphasis on health care services through medical treatments. It has set up health
booth to provide free health services among the survivors of trafficking and many survivors’
have received free health care services and medicine (Rosy,2013). In addition to local NGOs,
international non-governmental organizations (INGOs) like Save the Children, the Asia
Foundation, and Plan International have actively worked in partnership with the Bangladeshi
government to prevent trafficking and provide assistance to survivors. INGOs also support
various rehabilitation and reintegration efforts for survivors, though the success of these
initiatives has often been limited due to societal resistance in South Asian countries like
Bangladesh, where trafficked women and girls face cultural stigma upon returning home
(UBINIG, 2015). In addition, international NGOs (INGOs) also have been working to raise
awareness among people and promote anti-trafficking activities all over the country. IOM
(International Organization for Migration), UNICEF (United Nations Children Fund), and
Winrock International have been working with government to prevent trafficking and to
provide assistance to the survivors of trafficking. They also arrange workshops to aware
people and help the survivors to get justice legally. They want to reintegrate survivors in
family and society and for this they shelter the survivor and build their capacity to get
reintegrated in family (Rosy, 2013). Many NGOs and women’s organizations in Bangladesh
have been involved in various anti-trafficking activities over the past decade, including
education, awareness campaigns, research, and rehabilitation services for trafficking
survivors. Organizations like UBINIG, Uttoron, and CWCS, as well as regional networks like

Action Against Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation of Children (ATSEC), have focused on
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advocacy, media participation, and direct-action programs aimed at preventing trafficking
(ActionAid, 2017). However, reintegration efforts face significant challenges, particularly in
South Asia, where community resistance often prevents trafficked women and girls from
being accepted back into society due to patriarchal norms and cultural stigma. In addition to
the above initiatives, the Government of Bangladesh (GOB) has collaborated with NGOs to
introduce the National Action Plan to combat trafficking, developed in consultation with
various organizations. This plan identifies priority areas across 14 ministries and divisions,
spearheaded by the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs. Furthermore, several
international organizations, including the UN Task Force in Bangladesh, UNAIDS, the Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), and UNDP, support the
implementation of NGO programs aimed at combating trafficking. Other INGOs, such as
CIDA, DANIDA, and USAID, are also actively involved in anti-trafficking efforts, offering

support through funding, research, and capacity-building initiatives.
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CHAPTER 5
CATEGORIES OF VICTIM BASED ON NEWSPAPER REPORTS

In this chapter, an attempt has been made to give a numerical analysis of the trafficking
victims in different categories. The media usually report on the sexual exploitation of the
victims, rescue of victims, arresting of perpetrators by the law enforcement agencies,
identification of the perpetrators, repatriation of victims from abroad, and measures taken by
government and NGOs and sometimes case study of victims. This chapter has shown the
number, age, gender and place of origin of the victims and given a numerical analysis of all
these categories in different tables. The main source of information is newspaper reports
published in four daily newspapers, namely the Daily Star, the Daily Janakantha, the Daily
Ittefaq and Prothom Alo. An attempt has been made to collect all news covered from January
2013 to December 2017 from the above-mentioned newspapers. Although newspapers
reports do not cover all aspects of trafficking of women and children such as follow-up of the
cases, but at least it provides various information that can be used as secondary data sources
of information in enhancing our understanding, designing programmers and formulating

policies.

5.1 Trafficked Women by Age

Trafficked women by age from January 2013 to December 2017 revealed that 564 women
trafficked during the last 5 years as reported in the newspapers. According to media coverage,
the highest numbers of women were trafficked in 2017 (564 in total). Majority of 69 women
were trafficked in their younger age group of 18-25 years. However, it decreased in the

higher age groups (Table-2).

Table 2: Trafficked Women by Age (2013-17)

Age in Years
Year
18-25 26-35 36-45 Age Unknown Total
2013 8 2 - 20 30
2014 11 4 8 97 120
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2015 18 3 6 103 130

2016 13 8 - 82 103
2017 19 2 - 160 181
Total 69 19 14 462 564

Source: CWCS

5.2 Trafficked children by gender and age

A report on trafficked children by gender and age from January 2013 to December 2017

revealed that 824 children were trafficked during this 5 years period as reported as

newspapers. There were more boys around 582 being trafficked compared to 242 girls.

According to media coverage, the highest number of children were trafficked in 2016 (206 in

total), where girls 30 outnumbered 176 boys. According to media coverage, the age of 11-16

years children is more vulnerable being trafficked (Table-3).

Table 3: Trafficked children by gender and age (2013-17)

Year Boy children Girl Children
Below 11-16 Age Total Below 11-16 Age Total | Grand
unknown 10 years | unknown Total
10 Years | years
years

2013 6 21 17 44 5 12 16 33 77
2014 39 26 52 117 26 35 11 72 189
2015 18 61 76 155 5 6 25 36 191
2016 38 36 102 176 5 8 17 30 206
2017 28 21 41 90 3 12 56 71 161
Total 129 165 288 582 44 73 125 242 824

Source: CWCS
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5.3 Trafficked Children by Gender and Area

With regard to place of occurrence, most of the children were trafficked from rural areas.
About 380 boys and 168 girls were trafficked from rural areas compared to 115 boys and 51
girls being trafficked from urban areas. There was no information about 87 trafficked boys
and 23 girls regarding the place of occurrence. Total 548 children were trafficked from rural
area out of 824, According to media coverage (Table-4).

Table 4: Trafficked children by gender and area (2013-17)

Year Boy children Girl Children
Rural | Urban No Total Rural | Urban No Total | Grand
Information information Total
2013 31 6 7 44 26 5 2 33 77
2014 101 6 10 117 62 4 6 72 189
2015 94 32 29 155 25 7 4 36 191
2016 112 36 28 176 22 6 2 30 206
2017 42 35 13 90 33 29 9 71 161
Total 380 115 87 582 168 51 23 242 824

Source: CWCS

5.4 Trafficked women and children by division regarding place of origin

Regarding place of origin of trafficked women and children, the highest number of victims
were from Khulna division (439) and the lowest number of victims were from Rangpur (70).
It means the Khulna division is the most vulnerable region to trafficking and the rate of
trafficking crimes is the lowest in Rangpur division. Statistics from media coverage revealed
that 1271 women and children were trafficked during the last 5 years as reported in the

newspapers (Table-5).
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Table 5: Trafficked women and children by division regarding place of origin (2013-17)

Year | Dhaka | Sylhet | Barishal | Khulna | Chittagong | Rajshahi | Rangpur No
Information

2013 15 2 3 55 6 8 18

2014 78 11 53 112 27 15 13

2015 55 22 42 105 45 26 26

2016 48 12 22 122 65 26 5 3

2017 78 9 30 45 55 6 8

Total 274 56 150 439 198 81 70 3

Grand Total: 1271

Source: CWCS

5.6 Discussion

An attempt has been made to explore about the women and children of what age and region
are the most vulnerable to trafficking. Newspapers usually report whenever law enforcement
agencies rescue a trafficking victim. Those reports normally contain some information
regarding the age, gender, numbers address and of the victims. Reports also include
information about the place of occurrence, how many offenders have been arrested and what
legal steps have been taken. A relevant data analysis has been made based on the reports
collected from the newspapers of last 5 years from 2013-2018. The victims’ age has been
classified into four categories- and those are 18-25, 26-35, 36-45 and the last one are those
whose age are unknown. Regarding the age of women, reports mention about the age of only
102 women out of 564 women. Analysis on 102 victims shows that women of relatively
younger age, ranging from 18-25, are the most vulnerable to trafficking (Table 1). The age of
child victims has been classified into three different categories such as (1) below the age of
10, (2) 11-16 years and (3) whose age is unknown. Data shows that the age of the greatest
number of boy victims ranges from 11-16. Among the girl victims, 73 out of 242 were

between the ages of 11-16, which is relatively bigger in comparison to other ages (Table 2).
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Child victims are also have been classified into two different categories based on their rural
and urban origin. Analysis shows that rural children are more vulnerable than urban children,
as 380 victims out of 582 boys were from rural area and 168 girls out of out of 242 victims
were from urban area. So according media coverage, in total 548 victims out of 824 children
were from rural area, which is 66.50 % of the total number. A division wise analysis is also
made in order to assess which region is the most vulnerable to trafficking. According to
media coverage, the greatest number of trafficking victims was from Khulna division, as 439
victims out of 1271 women and children were from Khulna division. The second highest
number of victims was from Dhaka division, which was 274 and the lowest number of

victims was from Rangpur division, which was 70 only.
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CHAPTER 6
RESULT

In this chapter, we examine detailed case studies and qualitative findings of trafficking
victims to understand the factors leading to their exploitation, the modes through which they
were trafficked, and the consequences they faced. Furthermore, the legal steps taken and the
be discussed. These

rehabilitation efforts will individual stories illustrate the broader

challenges victims face, including physical, emotional, and legal struggles

6.1 Case Studies

Table 6: Key information of Case study

Case Study PresentAge Education Marital Country of | Consequence Legal
No./Name /Age of Status Destination | of trafficking Status
(Disguised) being /Duration
Trafficked/
Year of
Victim
1. Masuma 33/31 Class-8 Divorced Lebanon Bonded Case Filed
Lobour Running
(2016)
1 year
2. Ramicha 24/17 Ability to Divorced India Forced to Sex | Case Filed
sign her Work Running
(2011) name.
2 Years
3. Tamjida 20/16 Class-5 Unmarried/ India Forced to Sex | Case Filed
(House wife) Married Work
(2014) Withdraw
4 Month
4. Shayma 24/20 Ability to Separated India Forced to Sex | Case filed
Das sign her Work Not Willing
(2014) name to continue
1 year
5. Majeda 18/15 Ability to Married/Div India Forced to Sex | Case Filed
sign her orced Work Not willing
(2015) name to continue
3 Years
6. Shakil 17/12 Class-6 Unmarried | Sea (Onthe | Physical & Case Filed
way to Mental Not willing
(2015) Malaysia) Torture to continue
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17 Days
7. Hafsa 25/21 Class-10 Divorced Jordan Imprisonment Case Not
Filed
(2014) (Fugitive
Criminal)
2.5 years
8. Asma 28/24 Class-8 Divorced India Forced to Sex Case Not
Work Filed (Not
(2014) 3 month Disclosed)
9. Puja Das 32/25 Class-3 Divorced India Forced to Sex Case Not
Work Filed (Not
(20112) 2 month Disclosed)
10. Afaj 21/16 Class-5 Unmarried Thailand Detention Case Not
Uddin Center Filed
(2013)
1 year
6.1.1 Case Study 1
Demographic Mode of Post Trafficking Legal Status Rehabilitation Present
Profile procurement Condition Status
Masuma As the family | Masuma was After her release CWCS office Masuma is
(Disguised), was large and | forced to work all | from Hospital, provided her still suffering
was 31 years | poor, she was | days long. She Masuma filed a with necessary | from both
old, Muslim, | searching for | was deprived of case at Satkhira training for physical and

studied up to
eighth grade
and was a

divorcee.

Masuma’s
place of
origin was
Satkhira

a better job. A
local broker
offered her to

go Lebanon.

She spent 40
thousand taka
and went to
Lebanon on
July 2016 for
betterment of

necessary food
and all other basic
needs. She was
further physically
tortured if she
could not work
according to their
demand. She was
not even
permitted to open

her mouth at

police station
against the broker.
NGO SoDESH
gave her necessary
supports to
continue the case.
After filing the
case, the accused
threatened her for
withdrawing the

case. She lodged a

duck farming
and gave her
15 ducks with
necessary
ingredients.
She used to
earn from 1 to
1.5 thousand
taka by selling
duck eggs.
Now she is

psychological
trauma. The
reaction of the
local people
has not been
positive
towards her.
The local
people did not
talk to her and

often threw
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district.

She had 5
children.
After being
divorced, she
took shelter at
her father’s

house.

her children.
After arriving
at Lebanon
airport Ahsan
Habib, a
foreign agent
of trafficking
group, took all
the

documents.

A Lebanese
woman came
and brought
Masuma with
her after
paying a sum
to Ahsan
Habib. At that
moment
Masuma
understood
that she has
been the
victim of

trafficking.

home. When she
demanded for
salary after few
months, she was
denied all her
remuneration.
Whenever she
demanded her
salary, she was
told that you have
been bought and
you deserve no

payment.

After 6 months,
she become
severely sick and
was admitted to a
hospital. During
her stay at the
hospital, Masuma
was able to
inform her family
in Banladesh with
the help of a
Bangladeshi
woman worker.

Her family
members
contacted with the
local broker and
brought her back
to Satkhira by
paying 40
thousand taka.
After being
brought back to
Bangladesh, she

General Dairy
(GD) for her safety.
The main culprit
got released on bail
by the High Court.
The local
influential people
also insisted for
amicable settlement
of the case. They
offered 70
thousand taka for
compounding the
offence. But she
did not agree to go
for any amicable
solution due to her
anger caused by her
grave suffering.
SoDesh employees
advised her to go to
CW(CS office at
Satkhira to avail
further
rehabilitation

supports.

staying at her
father’s house

with children.

bad comments
at her
remarking her
asa
‘bad/unchaste
woman’. She
has been
socially
stigmatized
and neglected.
She expects
more support
from the
government
for her proper
reintegration
and for the
better future
of her
children. But
she is still
unaware of
how to get
support from
the

government.
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was admitted to
Satkhira Sadar
Hospital. The
local social

welfare officer

provided her with

necessary

assistance at the

Hospital and gave

her proper

guidance for

further support
from local NGO
(SoDESH).
6.1.2 Case Study 2
Demographic Mode of Post Legal Status Rehabilitation Present
Profile procurement Trafficking Status
Condition
Ramicha After separation | In the brothel, Her father filed a | CWCS office Ramicha
(Disguised) from her she was forced case against the | gave her one lives with her
was 17 years | husband, she towork as a traffickers after | goat for farming, | parentsin
old, Muslim, | came back to her | prostitute. she had been but she had to family and
divorcee and | paternal home. Whenever she trafficked to sell for money. works in a
she had no A neighboring denied to work, | India. The ring slabs
formal woman she was beaten traffickers were construction
education promised to and tortured in threatening to project with
other than offer her a job at | various ways. withdraw the her father.
ability to sign | Benapol land She was also case but She is yet to
her name. port of Jessore deprived of Ramicha’s father recover fully
but deceitfully adequate foods denied to from her
brought her to and other withdraw the physical and
Ramicha’s India instead of | necessities. case. After her psychological
place of Jessore. In India, | Sometimes, few | return from trauma. The
origin was she was sold to | clients used to India, the villagers do
Satkhira broker named as | feed her. She traffickers not get close
Sadar. Fakir. After few | stayed in that themselves filed to her and
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days, she
discovered
herself in a
brothel of Pune
and then she
realized that she
has been a
victim of

trafficking.

brothel for 1
year and 16 days
and during the
period of her
stay; her
ownership had
been exchanged
for 5 times. She
was suffering
from frequent
illness and
finally she fell
extremely sick.
In that time, she

a false case
against Ramicha
accusing her of
trafficking
another woman.
However, the
court dismissed
the false case.
The case filed by
Ramicha’s father
is still in
operation and 7
accused are on
bail. The

avoid her
most often.
She has been
stigmatized
and treated as
a bad woman
in the
society. She
wants justice
for her case
and expects
that no one
else suffer
the same way

could escape the | accused persons she has
brothel with the | are now insisting suffered.
help of aclient | on amicable
and fled to solution, but
Bangladesh. Ramicha is not
willing to
compromise. A
local NGO,
named as
SoDESH ,
assisted her in
conducting the
case.
6.1.3 Case Study 3
Demographic Mode of Post Legal Status Rehabilitation Present
Profile procurement Trafficking Status
Condition
Tamzida She had love They forced her | After coming CWCS office After
(Disguised) affair with a to work in the back to home, she | provided her with | repatriation,
was 16 years | neighboring brothel. They filed a case necessary Tamzida
old, Muslim person called also tortured her | against the training for duck | married and
and studied Shapon. The frequently and trafficker. After 2 | farming and gave | had one
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up to fifth person gave no months, her father | her 12 ducks with | daughter.
grade. deceitfully adequate food had died, and then | necessary Now she
brought her to and other basic | she got married ingredients. Now | stays in her
Indian alluring needs. After 4 few months later. | she is staying at husband’s
Her place of | her with the months, she By this time, the her husband house.
origin was promise of became trafficker was house and one
. . L . Her
Kolaroa marriage and extremely sick | insisting to child.
. husband is
upazila, sold her there to | and eventually | withdraw the case
a very open
Shatkhira. a brothel at was able to and was
. . . . . minded and
She was the Delhi, India. escape with the | threatening to kill
. . liberal man
only daughter help of a client | her mother if she A
who
of her parents. and fled to does not withdraw
decided to
Kolkata. the case.
marry her
Finally, her Consequently, her y
despite all
family brought | husband decided )
those
her back from to withdraw the
unfortunate
Kolkata. After case considering
. S events.
coming back to | the potential risks
Now her
home, she had and complexities.
husband is
to take 2
also ver
months long y
. kind and
medical
supportive
treatment for PP
to her. The
her full
local
recovery.
villagers’
attitude
towards her
has also
been
changed
after
married.
6.1.4 Case Study 4
Demographic Mode of Post Trafficking | Legal Status Rehabilitation Present
Profile procurement Condition Status
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Shayma Das
(Disguised)
was a 20-
year-old. She
is from Dalit
sect of Hindu
religion. She
had no formal
education
other than
ability to sign

her name.

Her place of
origin was
Tala upazila,
Shatkhira.
She was
married to
Tapan Das, a
day laborer.
She had a son
aged one
month only.

Her husband was
indebted to many
villagers
Consequently;
Shayma’s
husband
compelled her for
going to India
and to work in a
brickfield. After
going there, her
husband got
addicted to drugs
and borrowed
some money
from the manager
of brickfield.
After 6/7 months,
one day her
husband brought
herto a
neighboring
market and
escaped the place
leaving her alone
with the son.
After sometimes,
3 strangers came
there and took her
away by force.
They left herina
house, a brothel,
at Kolkata where
16 other young
females were
detained. On that
moment, she
understood that

she has been sold

In the brothel,
she was
compelled to
engage as a sex-
worker. She was
tortured and
mistreated. They
also threatened
to kill her child
if denies. After 3
months, she was
able to escape
the place with
the help of an
old woman
working over
there and a
client. Shayma
was able to
return to the
brickfield. After
returning to the
brickfield,
Shayma was able
to communicate
with her family
back in
Bangladesh.
Then her family
brought her back
to Bangladesh.

After coming
back to
Bangladesh,
she filed a
criminal case
against the
husband with
the help of a
local NGO. Her
husband is now
on bail after
being arrested.
The husband is
now insisting
her to withdraw
the case and to
come to an
amicable
solution to
restitute the
conjugal
relation. She is
not interested to
go back to her
husband.
However, she is
not willing to
continue the
case either due
to burdens of
courts’

expenses.

A regional NGO,
named
‘Rupantar’, gave
her 15 thousand
taka for her
rehabilitation. She
started a small
clothing business
with the money.
Being informed
by a ‘Rupantar’s
employee, she
came to CWCS’s
office and the
CWCS assisted
her with duck
farming training
and also gave her
15 ducks with
necessary
ingredients. Now
she is staying at
her father’s house

with son.

Now
Shayma is
living
happily with
her 4.5-
year-old son
at father’s
house. The
reaction of
the local
people has
not been
positive
towards her.
She has
been
socially
stigmatized
and
neglected.
She expects
more
support
from the
government
for her
proper
reintegration
and for the
better

future.

However,
she wants
punishment
for her
husband and
expects that
no one goes
through the
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by her husband. same
misery.
6.1.5 Case Study 5
Demographic Mode of Post Legal Status Rehabilitation Present
Profile procurement Trafficking Status
Condition
Mazeda After one After bringing | Her brother filed | After Her present
(Disguised) was | week of her her to India, a case against her | repatriation, she | condition is
a 15-year-old. marriage, the Mazeda could husband, Alamin | was married off | not so well
husband realize that she | Gazi and his to another man and she does
She had no trafficked her | has been a friend Liton. The | but the second not have any
formal. to India with victim of husband and his marriage did not | hope for
educatlo.n other the help of one | trafficking. The | friend were survive as well. | future. The
than basic his local husband’s influential figures | Now lives with | local people
literacy. friends. friend who and had close ties | her family under | including her
brought her to | with the local poverty. CWCS | family
India failed to politicians and office provided | members do
Her place of sell hertoany | they were her with not have good
origin was brothel. involved with the | necessary attitude about
Shatkhira Mazeda trafficking group. | training for duck | her. She finds
Sadar. She was succeeded in Therefore, police | farming and herself a
married to Al making a were unlikely to gave her 12 burden on her
Amin Gezi, a contact with arrest the accused | ducks with family. She
day laborer. her brother persons. necessary thinks if she
back in home Mazeda’s father ingredients. were

and was able to
escape from the
house where
she was
detained near
the border.
Therefore, she
did not suffer
from any
sexual abuse

though she was

also was a poor
rickshaw puller
and her brother
was a college
student, so they
did not have
enough scope and
time to carry on a
criminal case.
Given the above

complexities

educated, she
could stand
on her own

feet.

After all she
is now living
in utter

frustration.
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physically along their family
tortured. poverty, the
victim stopped
looking after the
case. A local
NGO named
SoDESH wanted
to support their
case but they
were not
interested.
6.1.6 Case Study 6
Demographic Mode of Post Legal Status Rehabilitation Present status
Profile procurement Trafficking
Condition
Shakil was a One day After one day, The traffickers After coming Now Shakil
12-year-old (23.02.2015) Shakil was also demanded back to home, came back to
adolescent, Shakil urged for | boarded in a for ransom from | Shakil’s family | his normal life,
muslim by buying a smart boat along with | Shakil’s mother | gave him proper | though
faith and he cell-phone from other victims. through a phone | medical sometimes
was a student his mother, but He was floating | call. Shakil’s treatment and those horrible
of 6" grade. his mother denied | on the boat for | mother filed a readmitted him | the memories
to buy him so long 17 days. complaint in the school. of trafficking
considering his They gave him | against the His family is come back to
His place of young age. After | inadequate traffickers in now very his mind and
origin was having an amount of un- | Ramu police careful about make him feel
Ramu Upazila, | @rgument with his | eat worthy station. The him and always | upset. Shakil
Cox-bazar. mother, being foods. He kept | police promised | motivates him expects that no
dissatisfied due to | constantly to take the case | through proper | one fall victim
non-fulfillment of | vomiting and after counseling so to the similar
his demand, he eventually fell investigation. that does not kind of tragedy.

He was born to
a lower
middle-class
family and had
one sister

living with his

went to a nearby
shop and kept
waiting there. A
neighboring
uncle took the

extremely sick.
One day Shakil
saw a young
boy had died in
boat and his

However, the
case was stuck
there and the
proceeding did

not go on after

repeat the same

mistake.
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parents. His
father worked
as a manager
in a residential
hotel.

advantage of his
sadness and
induced him to
migrate to
Malayasia so that
he can earn
money and buy
the desired cell
phone. Shakil
was convinced
and agreed to go
to teknaf on that
day with the

uncle.

body was
dumped into
sea. Seeing the
horrible scene,
Shakil became
even sicker. A
boatman felt
sympathy
towards him
and shifted him
into a returning
boat way back
to Bangladesh.
Thus he came

back to home.

Shakil’s coming
back to home.
Shakil’s family
is not also
interested in
furthering the
case due to
burdensome
procedures of
the court and

administration.

6.1.7 Case Study 7

Demographic Mode of Post Legal Status | Rehabilitation | Present Status
Profile procurement Trafficking
Condition

Hafsa As her family After going to After coming CWCS office Now Hafsa is
(Disguised), was poor, she Jordan, they back to provided her staying at her

was searching offered her a Bangladesh, with necessary | father’s house.
was 21 years . . . -

for a better job. | work different | she did not training for The local

old, a divorcee,
a Muslim and
studied up to
tenth grade.

Hafsa’s place of
origin was
Debhata
Upozila,
Satkhira.

A local broker,
named as
Shahidul,
offered her to

go Jordan.

She paid 70
thousand taka
to the broker
and lawfully
migrated to
Jordan in 2013.
After arriving at

Jordan airport, a

from what they

promised.

They forced
Hafsa to work
all days long,
deprived her
from necessary
food and other
basic needs.
She was further
physically
tortured if she

could not work

take any legal
step. Because
many others
have filed
criminal cases
against the
same trafficker
and he was
already a
fugitive
criminal.
Moreover,

filing a

duck farming
and gave her 12
ducks with
necessary
ingredients. She
used to earn
from1to 1.5
thousand taka

by selling duck
eggs.

people do not
have positive
attitude
towards her,
but she does
not care about
them. Now she
is willing to go
abroad again
for company-
based jobs,
because now

she knows how
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After being
divorced, she
took shelter at
her father’s
house. Her
family is living
in Government
Kash land.

Jordanese
woman came,
snatched all the
documents from
her, and
detained her in
an unknown
place along
with some other
Bangladeshi
girls. Then she
realized that she
has been a
victim of

trafficking.

according to
their demand.
They also tried
to abuse her
sexually. After
one month, she
fled to a nearby
place, called
‘Altazoma’,
where many
Bangladeshis
were working
in the garments
and started
working with
them without
permit, but she
could not stay
there for longer
period due to
absence of
valid
documents.
Then she
started working
here and there
secretly.
Finally, police
caught her after
2 years and sent
her back to
Bangladesh
after 2 months

of jail.

criminal case
takes longer
time and
burdensome
expenses.
Considering
everything, she
did not go for
a criminal

case.

to avail a
company-
based job
safely through

proper channel.
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6.1.8 Case Study 8

Demographic Mode of Post Legal Status Rehabilitation | Present Status
Profile procurement Trafficking

Condition
Asma Asma used to In India, she She did not One of the Now she works
(Disguised) was | work in a had to stay in take any legal villagers in garments
24 years old, a garment. brothel for 3 step because informed her factory and

divorcee, a

Muslim and
studied up to
eighth grade.

Asma’s place of
origin was
Parulia,
Satkhira.

After being
divorced, she
took shelter at
her father’s

house.

Eventually she
met with a
broker who
offered her a
better
opportunity in
abroad. The
broker brought
her to India by
alluring her
through fake
promises of
marriage and
better job. After
going to India,
the broker sold
her to brothel.

months. They
forced her to
work as
prostitute and
exploited her in
many ways.
Finally, she
could escape to
Bangladesh
with the help of
a client.

she did not
want to let the
villagers know
about the

incident.

about CWCS.
Then she went
to CWCS’s
office and they
helped her to get
ajobina
garment factory
at Ashulia.

lives by her
own with the
salary she gets
from there.
Now she hides
her trafficking
incident from
the garments
authority and
other colleagues
because she is
afraid of losing
her job and
harassment if
the incident is

exposed.

6.1.9 Case Study 9

Demographic Mode of Post Legal Status Rehabilitation | Present Status
Profile procurement Trafficking

Condition
Puja Das After separation | In the brothel, After coming After coming Now Puja is
(Disguised) was | from her she was forced | back to home, back to home, a | living with her
a 25-year-old. husband, she towork as a she could know | regional NGO, son in the
She is from came back to prostitute. that the broker | named as father’s village.
Dalit sect of her paternal Whenever she has left the ‘Rupantar’, gave | Her son goes to
Hindu religion, | home. A denied to work, | village with her a sewing school and
a divorcee, and | neighboring she was beaten | family. machine for her | studies in 9"
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studied up to
fifth grade.

Her place of
origin was Tala
upazila,
Shatkhira.

man promised
to offer her a
better job at
Mumbai in
India. After
going to India,
the broker sold
her to a brothel

and tortured in
various ways.
She was also
deprived of
adequate foods
and other
necessities. She

stayed in that

However, She
did not file any
case because
she did not
want to let the
villagers know
about the

incident.

rehabilitation.
‘Rupantar’ also
informed her
about the
CWCS. CWCS
office provided
her with

necessary

grade. Since she
did not expose
her story, the
local people do
not have any
bad attitude
towards her.

However, some

at Mumbai. brothel for 2 training for duck | neighboring
months. farming and women want to
Then she
She was married | ealized that she | Finally, she oave her_ N spread rumor
0 Bisnu Das, & | has been a could escape ducks with about her as-, she
day laborer at victim of the brothel with hecessf':lry wenttoIndia
Paikgasa, trafficking. the help of an ingredients, alone
Khulna. She had old “mashi’
a son aged five woman and
years only. returned to
Subsequently Bangladesh.
she got divorced
from her
husband.
6.1.10 Case Study 10
Demographic | Mode of Post Trafficking Legal Status Rehabilitation | Present
Profile procurement Condition condition
Afaj Uddin was | A neighbors’ During his After coming After coming Now Mr. Afaj
16 years old, brother-in-law, | confinement in the | back to home back to home, | got back to
Muslim, named Jamal, boat, he was kept on 25" of Afaj went to his regular
studied up to came in a visit | in starvation for August, 2014 the office of life and runs
fifth grade and | to their village. | days. Among the Afaj could ‘Help Cox- an auto-
was single. Jamal used to detainees, few had | know about the | bazar’, an rickshaw for
hire Afaj’s died in boat and said money NGO that living. He
auto-rickshaw | their dead bodies deceitfully assists the wants legal
Afaj’s place of | for riding to were disposed into | collected from | repatriated retribution for
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origin was Ukia
upozila,
Coxbazar

district.

He was a poor
auto-rickshaw
driver who
used to give
rides to the

local people.

places and
eventually
made a good
relation with
him. One day
Jamal proposed
him to go
Malaysia in
search for
better future.
But Afaj
expressed his
inability to go
due to lack of
money. One
day Jamal
induced Afaj to
go with him to
their home for
a visit. Then he
brought Afaj to
the seashore for
an evening
walk and
silently
escaped the
place leaving
Afaj to some
strangers.
Strangers
forced him to
ride on a boat.
Afaj tried to
escape from the
boat but he was
tortured and
forcefully
detained in the
boat. He was

brought to

sea. After 4to 5
days, the boat
arrived at a remote
costal Jungle of
Thailand. After
few days of
detention in jungle
the Thai police
rescued them and
brought them to
Government
detention center.
After 5 months of
detention, the
UNHCR members
and high officials
of Bangladesh
Embassy in
Thailand went to
the detention
center and
collected their
detailed
information. After
few months, Afaj
along with the
other Bangladeshi
detainees were sent
back to home. In
the meantime the
trafficker Jamal
came to Afaj’s
Family and told
them that Afaj has
been trapped in a
Thai jungle and he
requires 1 lac 40
thousand taka to
rescue afaj,
otherwise, his life

his family. He
wanted to bring
a legal action
against the
trafficker fo the
said money he
could not do so
due to lack of
money. Afaj’s
elder brother
also caught the
trafficker in
public and
demanded the
said money.
The trafficker
signed into a
300-taka stamp
paper with the
promise of
paying back the
said money.
Despite
everything, he
did not pay the

said money.

victims. The
NGO, after
coming to
about his
detailed
information,
denied
assisting him
due to non-
fulfillment of
the age
requirement, as
he was below
18 years of
age. He also
did not receive
any support
from the
government

agencies.

his untold
sufferings and
to bring the
culprit to the
book. He also
expects that
may no one
goes through
the similar
kind of
misery as he
had gone
through.
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Shahpori Island | would be in

and then he danger. The family
was boarded on | gave the money,

a big boat. but the broker
misappropriated
the whole amount,
as Afaj knew

nothing about it.

6.2 Qualitative Findings

6.2.1 Case Manager (Local Ngo, Satkhira)

The case manager has the experience of assisting the victims in conducting the court cases for
last 10 years on behalf of NGOs. He has to work from the initiation of a case until the verdict.
According to the statement of the manger, poor harmless victims cannot afford to conduct a
case by themselves. NGOs usually provide assistance to them. Running a case requires lot of
money and investment of time; therefore, most of the victims are not interested in taking any
legal initiative or conducting a case. A lion share of the victims is from lower class of the
society and they live on hand to mouth. Majority of them took the risk of going abroad for
the sake of solvency of their family or to increase their income. Among the female victims,
their husbands or fathers are mostly uneducated and insolvent. They are unwilling to allow
the victims to visit the local NGO office, as it would stop their daily earning. Bearing the case
expenses and attending the court for regular hearing is a burdensome job for them. Therefore,
they are not interested in conducting the case. Knowing the experiences of other victims
regarding the similar cases, they come to such decision. The other influencing factor for their
reluctance to conduct cases is that they think they will not get any justice. Offenders are
often released on bail and then they threaten the victims. Police is also very unhelpful in this
issue and they often make delays in submitting the charge sheets. Moreover, it is often seen
that after running the case for few years the perpetrators are acquitted. Even if not in the
lower courts, the perpetrators get relief from the higher court where the victims cannot go due
to lack of affordability. The manager opines that because of not ensuring justice and
punishment, the perpetrators are repeatedly committing the same offence. His experience
says that most of the times the police station does not want to take the case. Therefore, he has

to directly go to the court for filing the case. Finding the case witnesses is another
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challenging task, as the witnesses usually do not want to attend the court. Sometimes the
witnesses turn hostile and take the opposite stance for bribe or other external influences.
Some victims move to their husbands’ house after getting married, then it becomes difficult
for them to continue the case at their place of origin. While doing the work, one of the
challenges faced by manager was that once he was publicly threatened. He was afraid of

going to the offender’s area.

6.2.2 Booth Manager (National NGO, Satkhira Booth)

The booth manager has 10 years of experience in this particular area. Now he is working in a
project of National an NGO. The name of the project is ‘Gateway to Employment and
Economic Empowerment for Survivors of Trafficking’. He opines that child marriage,
breaking of marriages, poverty, high ambitious, tendency of going aboard and others are the
main reasons for trafficking. Women of Satkhira region illegally migrate to Kolkata and
Mumbay after crossing the border. A large number of women from this region live in
Mumbay. In the recent times, the tendency of going to Middle East has also increased. A big
number of those who go to Middle East have valid documents with them, but after going
there they fall victim of trafficking. Regarding repatriation, he says, lot of people unlawfully
enters India through river route, gets arrested by the BSF and then sent to jail. After serving
their sentence in jail, they are repatriated to home through government mechanism. Those
who reach to Kolkata, traffickers sell them in brothels. Then few of them can escape the
brothels and the others stay there for years. Those who were detained in brothels for longer
times, they go receive special care from NGOs and their HIV is tested. Victims with HIV
positive are sent back to Bangladesh. Sometimes Indian police raid on the illegal brothels and
send the victims back in Bangaldesh after arresting them. NOGs also conduct community
awareness programs to raise public awareness. They also launch campaign in about medical
support and rehabilitation. Victims come to seek aid through the information of another
victim or community members. In the last 10 years, five persons among the aid seekers were
HIV patients and four of them have died. After giving medical support and counseling, the
victims are given three days short training. They are also given the training for cattle farming
and running sewing machines. After successful completion of training, they equipped with
necessary ingredients. He faced various types of challenges while working with the victims
of trafficking. Sometimes, they feel insecure while bringing the victims to hospital, court or
home. He also thinks, lack of funding is a challenge for rehabilitation program. He offered

few recommendations for preventing the trafficking of women and children; such as raising
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awareness, creating employment opportunities for women, prevention of child marriage, etc.
Oppression of women must be eradicated. Child marriage sometimes leads to divorce and
divorcee women are the most vulnerable portion of the society. So special initiatives must be

taken for the unemployed divorcee women.

6.2.3 Counselor (National NGO, Satkhira Booth)

The counselor has been working in an NGO of Shatkhira for last 8 years. She told in the light
of his experience that victims of trafficking are not willing to give any information at the
beginning. It takes few weeks to extract the real information from them after lot of motivation
and inducement. The victims usually cannot trust anyone after being rescued from the tragic
incident of trafficking due to grave mental trauma. The person, whom they trusted before
they were trafficked, caused the biggest harm of their life to them and betrayed with their
trust. The traffickers made lot of false promises with them. The betrayal of the traffickers
generated a deep sense of insecurity and mistrust in their minds, which had eventually turned
into psychological trauma. The victims were tortured both physically and psychologically and
they were forcefully employed in sex works. Therefore, they cannot easily trust anyone when
they come back to home. Finally, when they open their mouths after few days/weeks, the
NGO workers bring them to the hospital and do their medical checkups. However, those

victims require long time counseling.

6.2.4 INGO Officials (Dhaka)

Incidents of women and child trafficking are still very frequent in Bangladesh. Traffickers are
bringing the women and children to India both legally and illegally. Indian brickfields,
construction sites, brothels have a huge demand for Bangladesh women and children. In the
Middle East, though women migrate legally but after going there they fall victim of
trafficking. The way they are confined to work there, it falls into the definition of trafficking.
The issue of trafficking to Malaysia through sea-route has taken a new dimension in the
recent times. Repatriation of victims from India has become relatively easier in the recent
times due signing of a MOU with the Indian government. Those who are being trapped into
the cases of unlawful immigration after going to India, their repatriation become very
complicated. Besides, NGOs of both the countries with the cooperation of government

facilitate the repatriation process. There is scarcity of adequate shelter homes in Bangladesh
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to keep the victims. Though shelter homes are like prison cells, but still they are needed
sometimes for the safety of victim of women and children. When it comes to the matter of
making policies, laws and rules, Bangladesh is in a very good position. After the enactment
of ‘Anti Trafficking Act’ of 2012, the government has adopted three policies in 2017.
However, the limitation is in the application of laws. Majority of the people still have no idea
about such laws and rules. The conviction rate is very low in the criminal cases due to
enormous loopholes in the court procedures. There is a human trafficking monitoring cell in
the police headquarter under the authority of home ministry and it is working. There is a
massive gap between filing versus prosecution and prosecution versus investigation. This
issue was clearly noticed in the USA TIP report of 2017 that there were only three
convictions in the whole 2017. Besides, taking legal action is more complicated in trans-
national trafficking. Traffickers of several countries work together in a group there.
Traffickers are also taking the advantage of electronic money transfer system. Therefore,
brining the international offenders within jurisdiction of national courts is very complicated.

More policies are required to be adopted in this respect.

6.2.5 Lawyer (Satkhira Judge Court)

The lawyer has experience of 31 years of working in Satkhira court. He mostly deals with the
criminal cases and helped lot of NGOs in dealing with the trafficking cases. While describing
the scenario of trafficking related legal actions, he states, 90% of the cases filed in this regard
are amicably settled or compounded and the remaining 10% also do not sustain in the court
till the end. The prime reason for not getting a verdict is non-attendance of the witnesses and
those who attend the court are somehow manipulated. The main reason for compounding the
offences is their striking poverty. Majority of the victims lives below poverty line and they
cannot afford to contest a case. After continuing a case for long time, the traffickers offer
some monetary compensation to the victims’s families and propose them to withdraw the
case. Due to their overwhelming poverty, victims often agree to compromise the case for
money. Since there is no scope for compromising the case legally, they spoil the case by
using false witnesses and eventually the case gets dismissed. Those victims who express their
willingness to carry on the case, they receive threats from the offenders compelling them to
withdraw the case and their witnesses also receive threats. The main culprits often remain
beyond courts proceedings, as the victims do not know them and only the local agents of real
offenders are caught. So only the local brokers are litigated. There are also numerous

procedural limits in the court proceedings. FIR, Charge sheets are full of factual errors. The
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police often submit the erroneous charge sheets. The court also makes delays in initiating the
formal proceedings. The witnesses also show their reluctance to attend the court for various
reasons. Sometimes both lawyers and witnesses are manipulated by the accused party. As a
consequence, most of the cases do not reach to final conviction. Sometimes, the government
pleaders or public prosecutors are influenced by the accused party. They do not conduct the
case properly. Many of them have no proper knowledge of the new ‘Anti-human trafficking
Act’. The public prosecutors must be brought under accountability and the qualified lawyers
should be appointed as government lawyers. Qualified lawyers are often deprived due to
appointment in political consideration. As regards to government legal aid committee, he
comments, thought the legal aid committee provides assistance but their entire mechanism is
jeopardous. No transparency as well as no accountability in the whole process. Finally, he
comments, the government lawyers should be given an orientation or training on anti-human

trafficking laws. The lawyer says that he himself was benefitted from a daylong workshop.

6.2.6 Program Organizer & Lawyer (National NGO, Dhaka)

Bangladesh national women lawyer association (BNWLA) has been working for the victims
of children and women trafficking since its establishment. This organization conducts the
cases relating to trafficking of women and children, conducts the programs for mental support
and reintegration of the victims. They also play a big role in the repatriation of victims in
Bangladesh. According to their information, the organization has around 70 cases relating to
women and children trafficking from 2012 to May 2018. This was the first organization,
which had filed a case under the ‘Human Trafficking Deterrence and Suppression Act, 2012,
It has been six years from the enactment of the law, but only two cases have got final verdict.
Twenty (20) cases are under investigation and Forty six (46) more cases at trial stage. The
cases are being tried by the ‘Nari Shishu’ court due to non-establishment of ‘Speedy Trial
Tribunal’ according to the law. This is also causing unusual delays in the disposal of the
cases. In 2017, 680 victims have been repatriated and among them, less than 10 victims have
filed the cases. In the present social system, reintegration of victims is very difficult. In order
to stop human trafficking, multidimensional steps have to be taken such as elimination of
women oppression, empowerment of women, creating job opportunities, ensuring justice, etc.
The government has taken different steps, but there is lack of inter-ministerial cooperation. In
order to stop human trafficking, the government has adopted the National Plan of Action, but
the question is how much that plan has been implemented. The government has to be engaged

with the whole process. Funding is the main issue for NGOs.
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CHAPTER 7
DISCUSSION

This chapter aims to present a detailed discussion based on the findings from case studies and
qualitative data gathered from victims of human trafficking. The analysis delves into the
socio-demographic factors that make victims vulnerable, the modes of procurement, their
experiences post-trafficking, and the barriers they face when seeking justice and
rehabilitation. These findings are discussed in the broader context of trafficking laws and
societal issues in Bangladesh, revealing gaps in both legal frameworks and victim support
systems.

7.1 Discussion of Case Study Findings

7.1.1 Socio-Demographic Profile of The Victim

Among the 10 repatriated victims, who were subjects of the study, 5 of them were children
and 5 others were women. Their age at the time of trafficking is taken into consideration in
the study. Among the 5 child victims, two were boys and three others were girls. Among the
8 female victims, 5 were divorced before they were trafficked and two of them had early
marriage. In terms of educational qualification, 3 victims had no formal education. They
could only sign their names. Six victims had studied from grade 3 to 8. Only one victim
studied up to 10" grade. Among the victims, 9 were from very poor family. The socio-
demographic data from the case studies show a clear pattern: trafficking victims come from
some of the most disadvantaged backgrounds. With limited or no formal education, most
victims are unable to access information or opportunities that could protect them from
trafficking. The case studies revealed that most victims came from extremely poor families,
with some of them having experienced early marriage or divorce, which further compounded
their vulnerability. This profile highlights the intersection of poverty, lack of education, and

socio-economic instability as primary drivers of human trafficking.

7.1.2 Mode of Procurement and Post Trafficking Condition of Victims

Two victims out of 10 were brought to country of destination through legal procedure. One of
them was brought to Lebanon and the other was brought to Jordan. The other 8 were brought
to country of destination without any legal procedure. Among them 6 were to trafficked to

India and the rest two were on the way of being trafficked to Malaysia but the attempt had
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failed. Two were brought to Middle East by air through legal procedure and those who were
brought to India, they went by road. The other two who were went to Malyasia, they travelled
by sea. Among these 10 victims, two were trafficked by their husbands and the others were
induced by the local brokers and traffickers. Those who were trafficked to India, 5 of them
were sold in the brothels and one of them had escaped. All of them were victims of both
physical and mental torture in various ways. The case studies revealed that victims were
trafficked using both legal and illegal means of transportation. Those who traveled to the
Middle East were often brought there through legal channels, such as by air with valid
documents. However, others were trafficked illegally, crossing borders via roads or by sea,
particularly to India and Malaysia. Traffickers took advantage of victims’ desperation for
better economic opportunities, misleading them with false promises of work. Post-trafficking,
these victims experienced severe abuse, with many sold into brothels and subjected to

extreme physical and psychological trauma.

7.1.3 The Scenario of Legal Actions After Repatriation

Only six survivors out of 10 filed cases against the traffickers. One of those survivors
withdrew the case under pressure from the traffickers, because the gangs of traffickers are
very organized and dangerous. They threatened to kill the survivor’s mother as she lives
alone at home. Besides, the continuation of the case was likely to hamper their newly married
family. Therefore, considering the security issue and safety of her family the survivor
withdrew the case. In addition, the survivor’s husband also was unwilling to continue the case
(case study 3). Other 3 survivors though had filed the case but could not afford the cost,
labour and time of the conducting a case (case study 4, 5 & 6). Huge amount of money is
needed to be invested in court and police station. The case proceeding does not move on
without giving bribe to bench officers and other clerks of the court. The lawyer also does not
work a little bit without money. Sometimes, completing a case takes a very long time with no
guarantee that the perpetrator would be punished. The case witnesses often show reluctance
to appear before the court due to threat or other influences from/by the traffickers. Most
importantly, majority of the survivors are struggling to earn their bread and butter,
conducting a criminal case is excessively expensive for them. Given the above all reasons,
they are more focused on their basic survival rather than of running a criminal case. The other
two survivors who continued the case were helped by a local NGO (case study 1 & 2). While
conducting the case, they faced various types of threats from different interest groups. One of

these survivors was accused of false case filed by the traffickers and the traffickers also
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severely beaten the survivor (case study 2). The court finally dismissed the case. However,
despite all the difficulties, the survivor expressed her determination to fight until the end
because she wants that the trafficking gang be punished. So that they cannot harm anyone
else like her. The other survivor lodged a GD in the police station after being threatened by
the trafficker (case study 1). Both were helped by a local NGO in continuing their case and
they are still determined to carry on the case. The remaining four survivors who did not file
the case, they gave various reasons for it (case study 7, 8, 9 & 10). Among those four
survivors, one is a man and the other three are women. In the case of Afaj Uddin (case study
10), his elder brother wanted to take money from the broker instead of filing case. Because
filing a case would require spending a lot of money in the police station and court which the
poor survivors cannot afford and therefore, they did not file the case. In case of a women
survivor (case study 7), she could know after coming back to the country that the culprit is a
fugitive and several other victims have filed cases against him. In addition, filing a case
requires a lot of investment in both court and police station. Running a case is also very time
consuming. Considering the above all reasons, she did not file any case. The other two
women told a different story (case study 8 & 9). After falling victims of trafficking, they
came back to home by their own efforts. They lived for 2-3 months in abroad. They did not
let the villagers know about story of their sexual exploitation. After coming back to home,
they started living with their family and tried to stand on their own feet. They did not file any
case for two main reasons. First one is that they did not want to expose the incident of their
trafficking to the local people in the fear of social stigma, as they knew that the people would
treat them as bad women if the trafficking incident were exposed. Moreover, filing a case
would money and time. The case studies show that, while some victims attempted to seek
legal action against traffickers, most were either too afraid or financially unable to pursue
justice. Only six out of 10 filed cases, with several withdrawing due to intimidation or
financial constraints. NGOs played a vital role in supporting the victims, but the pervasive
influence of traffickers, coupled with corrupt or inefficient legal systems, discouraged many
from continuing their legal battles. Public prosecutors were often unaccountable, leading to

further delays and difficulties for victims seeking justice.

7.1.4 Rehabilitation and Present Condition of The Victims

Most of the victims came back to Bangladesh without any help from any government or non-
government organization. They did not have to stay at any shelter home. After returning

home, now they are living in economic hardship. Among the victims of Shatkhira region, 8

75



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

were helped by the CWCS and two (Case study 4 & 9) of them were helped by a regional
NGO called ‘Rupantar’. CWCS helped the victims by providing duck farming training, 12-15
ducks and other necessary ingredients. Rupantar helped one victim by providing a sewing
machine and helped the other victim by offering 15 thousand taka. The two victims who
were helped by ‘Rupantar’ and ‘CWCS’, are now running their family by their own earning.
It appears from their words and attitude that their living condition is now better than before.
Among the remaining six victims, one has got married recently and she is now in good
condition in her husband’s family (case study 3). She also has a daughter. After coming back
from Jordan, Hafsa (case study 7) is now trying to migrate again to Cyprus or any other
country. She studied upto 10" grade and now she is searching for a job in a foreign
company. But this time she wants to go with proper documents and through safe channel,
because her previous experience taught her the lesson. Asma (case study 8) got a job in a
garment factory of Dhaka with the help of CWCS, she is also in a better condition than
before. The victim Masuma (case study 1) is now in a very miserable condition with her 5
kids. She resides in her poor father’s home. Her physical condition is not so well. Selling the
duck eggs provides little assistance but that is not enough to run her family. The Victim
Majeda (case study 5) is in the worst condition. She is both uneducated and a divorcee. After
her coming back to home, her family married her off again but unfortunately, her second
marriage did not survive as well. Now she is in bigger frustration. The victim Ramicha (case
study 2) is not also very good both physically and mentally. She used to live in a khas land
with her father. The government authority evicted her from khas land and now she lives in
her paternal aunt’s house with her parents. Currently she works with her father in a ring slab
making project. She is fighting her case. Her father is very supportive to her, but the local
people make lot of insulting comments about her. Her mother also sometimes insults her out
of anger and in that moment, she gets extremely hurt. Among the two victims of coxs’s
bazaar, Shakil (case study 6) is now studying in a school with the help of his family. He said
that his family is very supportive to him. But the terrible memories of boat journey in the sea
sometimes come back to his mind and still give him mental trauma. He thinks he got a new
life. On the other hand, Afaz (case study 10) runs auto rickshaw like he used to do. An NGO,
called HELP Coxbazar, tried to help him but he could not avail the help due to being
underage. After coming back to home, everybody is trying to survive in his own way. Those
who are comparatively educated or had received more help from the NGOs are in better
condition than others. Nevertheless, none of them had received any help from the

government and they do not even know how to receive any government help. They also have
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no idea about district legal aid committee. They also have no idea that there is a chance of
getting help from the ‘workers welfare foundation’. They also have no idea about the newly
enacted ‘Anti-human trafficking law’ and that there is a provision for availing help from the
government. Rehabilitation efforts largely relied on NGO assistance, with little or no support
from government authorities. The case studies reveal that NGOs provided victims with
vocational training and resources to help them reintegrate into society. However, even those
who received help continue to struggle with economic hardship and social stigma. Victims
who were unable to access adequate support often found themselves trying to migrate again,

as economic survival became their priority over legal action or rehabilitation.

7.2 Discussion of Qualitative Insights

7.2.1 Institutional Gaps and Legal Barriers

The qualitative insights gathered from key informants highlight significant institutional gaps
that hinder the prosecution of trafficking cases and the rehabilitation of victims. Public
prosecutors are often appointed based on political considerations rather than merit, leading to
inefficiencies in the legal process. Victims frequently face threats from traffickers, witness
intimidation, and delays in court proceedings, which are exacerbated by the lack of
specialized trafficking tribunals. The "Human Trafficking Deterrence and Suppression Act,
2012" remains underutilized, as trafficking cases continue to be tried in overburdened

Women and Children Courts.

7.2.2 Role of NGOs in Bridging the Gap

NGOs play a pivotal role in filling the gaps left by the government in both legal and
rehabilitation efforts. They offer legal aid, counseling, and economic support to victims,
helping them reintegrate into society. However, the scope of their work is limited by funding
constraints and the threats posed by organized traffickers. The qualitative findings suggest
that while NGOs are crucial in supporting victims, they cannot fully compensate for the lack

of governmental accountability and systemic support.

7.2.3 Societal Attitudes and Stigma

The qualitative data further indicate that societal stigma remains one of the biggest challenges
for trafficking victims, particularly women, who often avoid filing legal cases out of fear of
being ostracized by their communities. This stigma also limits their ability to reintegrate and

live normal lives post-repatriation, as they are frequently labeled as "tainted" due to their
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trafficking experiences. The pervasive patriarchal norms in rural areas further contribute to
this stigmatization, making it difficult for victims to rebuild their lives.

7.3 Challenges of Legal Actions

In Bangladesh, victims of human trafficking face significant challenges when attempting to
take legal action against traffickers. Despite the presence of laws aimed at protecting victims
and punishing offenders, the journey toward justice remains fraught with difficulties. This
chapter discusses the primary challenges that victims encounter in the legal system,
particularly regarding social stigma, financial burdens, security concerns, lack of support
from public prosecutors, and the prolonged court proceedings.

7.3.1 Social Stigma

One of the most significant challenges for victims of human trafficking is the social stigma
attached to their experience. In many cases, women who were trafficked for sexual
exploitation are viewed by society as "tainted” or unchaste, which severely limits their ability
to reintegrate into their communities. This societal judgment often manifests in the form of
exclusion from community events, social isolation, and difficulty in establishing new
relationships, particularly for those seeking marriage. As discussed in Case Study 1 victim
Masuma face immense difficulty reestablishing themselves in society due to this stigma.
Even though she received some financial assistance from NGOSs, the constant societal
judgment exacerbates her struggles. Victims are often reluctant to pursue legal action because
they fear that going public with their story will make the stigma worse. Many women avoid
seeking justice because of the fear of being ostracized by their communities, which, in turn,
strengthens the traffickers' hold on them. Moreover, the emotional and psychological trauma
inflicted on the victims compounds the problem. Without community support and acceptance,
victims are often left to struggle alone, further disincentivizing them from pursuing legal
cases against traffickers. Public awareness campaigns, especially in rural areas, are crucial to
changing societal views and creating a supportive environment where victims can seek justice

without fear of ostracization.

7.3.2 Financial Burden of Running a Case

The financial burden associated with legal proceedings is one of the most pressing concerns
for trafficking victims. As noted in the case studies, many survivors who filed cases against

their traffickers eventually withdrew due to the prohibitive costs involved. The Bangladeshi
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legal system is often plagued by corruption, with victims being required to pay bribes at
various stages, from police officers to court clerks. Victims who are already struggling
financially after their ordeal are simply unable to afford the sustained expenses necessary to
see a case through. For example, in Case Study 4, the survivor withdrew the case after
realizing that the financial strain of continuing the legal fight was beyond her means. The
prolonged nature of cases, combined with the need for constant bribes, makes it nearly
impossible for victims to afford justice. NGO assistance, while helpful in some cases, is
limited, and government-provided legal aid is often inaccessible or insufficient. As a result,

many traffickers go unpunished, and victims continue to live in fear and poverty.

7.3.3 Security Concerns

Another significant challenge for victims is the threats and security risks they face from
traffickers and their associates. The traffickers, who often belong to well-organized criminal
networks, go to great lengths to avoid prosecution. As described in Case Study 2, the survivor
was not only physically assaulted but also falsely accused in a retaliatory legal case initiated
by the traffickers. This tactic of intimidation is common, with traffickers using threats of
violence against the victims or their families to force them into dropping charges. Victims in
Bangladesh often lack access to adequate witness protection programs, and the police, despite
being tasked with safeguarding victims, are often ineffective or complicit in these threats.
This leaves victims with no choice but to withdraw their cases, prioritizing their immediate
safety over justice. Furthermore, law enforcement agencies are frequently understaffed and
undertrained, making it difficult for them to offer the protection victims desperately need. For
victims of trafficking to pursue legal action safely, the government must establish and enforce

stronger security measures for survivors.

7.3.4 Non-cooperation of Public Prosecutors

The non-cooperation of public prosecutors is a major barrier to justice for trafficking victims.
In Bangladesh, public prosecutors play a critical role in representing the state in criminal
cases. However, many prosecutors are either unqualified or disinterested in trafficking cases,
which significantly undermines the victims' chances of securing a conviction. In case studies,
it was noted that the survivors often face delays and lack of support from public prosecutors,
which can demoralize victims and further complicate their legal battles. Prosecutors
appointed on political considerations rather than merit tend to prioritize their own interests

over justice. In some cases, this manifests in a lack of thoroughness in preparing the case or
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outright neglect. Without proper legal representation, trafficking victims find it nearly
impossible to navigate the complex judicial system, resulting in their cases being dismissed
or losing momentum. There is a pressing need for the professionalization and accountability

of public prosecutors to ensure that they diligently pursue trafficking cases.

7.3.5 Tardiness of Court Proceedings

The delays in court proceedings are another major challenge for trafficking victims. In
Bangladesh, even straightforward cases can drag on for years due to a backlog in the
judiciary, inefficiencies within the legal system, and frequent adjournments. Victims, who are
already facing immense financial and emotional burdens, are further disheartened by the
protracted nature of their legal battles. As illustrated in Case Study 5, the survivor was unable
to continue the case due to the overwhelming financial and emotional strain caused by the
delayed court proceedings. The tardiness of the court system not only dissuades victims from
filing cases but also serves as a deterrent for future victims who may consider seeking justice.
For trafficking survivors, the prospect of a long, drawn-out legal battle is simply untenable,
particularly when their priority is survival and reintegration into society. This issue
underscores the need for fast-track courts or special tribunals dedicated to handling human
trafficking cases, as mandated by the Human Trafficking Deterrence and Suppression Act,
2012. Expediting these cases would reduce the burden on victims and improve the chances of

securing convictions.
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CHAPTER 8

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

8.1 Recommendations

Human trafficking is a heinous crime and a grave violation of human rights, affecting
millions globally and causing immense physical, psychological, and emotional trauma to its
victims. The situation has reached epidemic levels, with many countries, including
Bangladesh, making significant efforts to address the issue. The government of Bangladesh
has enacted an anti-human trafficking law in 2012, followed by the Prevention of Human
Trafficking Rules of 2017, and signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with India
to combat cross-border trafficking. Additionally, a legal framework has been established to
provide support to victims. National and international NGOs have also contributed through
project-based initiatives aimed at preventing trafficking and aiding survivors. However,
despite these efforts, trafficking continues to persist at alarming rates. This chapter presents
several recommendations that aim to address the crisis comprehensively and effectively,

focusing on prevention, legal frameworks, and rehabilitation of victims.

8.1.1 Establishment of Speedy Trial Tribunals

The slow pace of court proceedings and judicial delays in trafficking cases are major barriers
to justice. Currently, even simple cases take years to resolve, causing unnecessary burdens on
victims and weakening the judicial process. To combat this, speedy trial tribunals should be
established to expedite the handling of trafficking cases. Specially trained judges and public
prosecutors should be appointed to handle these cases, ensuring that they are resolved
efficiently. Judges should be provided with incentives and motivation to ensure the swift
disposal of cases, while public prosecutors should receive specialized training in human
trafficking laws and victim support. Additionally, accountability and transparency at all
levels of the judicial system must be prioritized to reduce corruption and inefficiency,

ensuring that justice is served in a timely manner.

8.1.2 Enactment of Victim and Witness Protection Acts

Many victims and witnesses of human trafficking face significant security threats from
organized criminal groups, which discourage them from participating in legal processes. The

fear of retaliation often leads to the withdrawal of cases or reluctance to testify, which
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hampers the prosecution of traffickers. To address this, Bangladesh must enact a Victim and
Witness Protection Act, ensuring the safety and security of both victims and witnesses
throughout the judicial process. Such legislation should provide for safe housing, anonymity,
and physical protection where necessary, enabling survivors to pursue legal action without
fear of further harm.

8.1.3 Strengthening Rehabilitation Facilities for Women and Children

Women and children represent the majority of trafficking victims and face the most severe
physical and emotional consequences. As such, the establishment of specialized rehabilitation
facilities for women and children is critical. These facilities should include separate hospitals
for victims requiring medical attention and shelter homes that provide psychological and
social support during their recovery. Rehabilitation centers must also offer long-term
counseling services, education, and vocational training to empower victims and facilitate
their reintegration into society. In this regard, collaboration with NGOs working in
rehabilitation should be strengthened to ensure a more comprehensive support system for

survivors.

8.1.4 Raising Awareness at All Levels

Raising awareness about human trafficking and its associated risks is vital to prevent future
incidents. Public education campaigns should be conducted at community, national, and
international levels, with a focus on informing vulnerable groups such as women, children,
and migrant workers about the risks of trafficking. Additionally, stakeholders at different
levels, including local government officials, law enforcement agencies, and NGOs, should be
educated about the new laws, rules, and policies regarding trafficking. Victims must be
empowered to access government support systems and legal aid, and must be encouraged to
report their cases without fear of reprisal. Furthermore, media campaigns should be used to
combat the social stigma associated with trafficking, particularly for women and girls who

have been forced into sexual exploitation.

8.1.5 Empowering Women and Strengthening Social Security

Many trafficking victims, especially women and children, come from economically and
socially marginalized backgrounds. The social security system for women and children must
be strengthened to provide greater protection against trafficking. This includes implementing

targeted interventions to empower victims of domestic violence, who are particularly
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vulnerable to trafficking. Economic empowerment programs, such as skills training and
microfinance initiatives, should be introduced to provide alternative livelihoods, reducing
victims’ reliance on traffickers who promise better opportunities. The government must also
improve the legal infrastructure to hold perpetrators of domestic violence accountable and
ensure that victims have the legal and social resources to avoid exploitation.

8.1.6 Diplomatic and International Cooperation

The international dimension of human trafficking, especially for victims trafficked across
borders, requires a robust diplomatic response. The Bangladesh government must take
diplomatic and international steps to protect its citizens who are trafficked abroad. This
includes negotiating bilateral and multilateral agreements with destination countries to ensure
the protection of victims and the prosecution of traffickers. International pressure must be
increased to hold countries accountable where human trafficking is prevalent, and
Bangladesh must actively participate in international forums to advocate for the rights of
trafficking victims. Moreover, embassies and consulates must be empowered to provide legal
and humanitarian assistance to victims of trafficking in foreign countries, ensuring that they

are repatriated safely and without further victimization.

8.1.7 Improving Government and NGO Collaboration

The government’s collaboration with national and international NGOs is crucial in combating
human trafficking. While NGOs have made significant contributions to prevention and victim
support, there is a need for more structured partnerships between the government and civil
society. NGOs should be involved in policy-making processes, and the government must
provide adequate funding for NGO-led initiatives aimed at victim rehabilitation, legal aid,
and awareness campaigns. The monitoring and evaluation of anti-trafficking programs should
be improved to ensure that resources are being used effectively and that victims are receiving

the necessary support.

8.1.8 Enhancing Legal Aid and Reducing Barriers to Justice

Many trafficking survivors face substantial financial barriers when attempting to seek justice.
To address this, the District Legal Aid Committees should be strengthened, ensuring that they
are accessible to trafficking victims. These committees should provide free legal aid to
trafficking survivors, including support for case filing, court proceedings, and legal

representation. Additionally, the Anti-Human Trafficking Law of 2012 must be fully
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implemented, and victims must be made aware of the legal remedies available to them,
including the possibility of receiving compensation from the Workers Welfare Foundation or
other government sources. The bureaucratic hurdles that often prevent victims from receiving
aid should be removed, and government agencies should streamline their processes to make
legal and financial assistance more accessible to trafficking survivors.

By implementing these recommendations, Bangladesh can take meaningful steps to combat
human trafficking and provide greater protection and support to victims. The collaborative
efforts of the government, civil society, and international partners will be crucial in ensuring
that trafficking is prevented, traffickers are brought to justice, and victims are given the

opportunity to rebuild their lives.
8.2 Conclusion

This study aimed to examine the complex dynamics of human trafficking, focusing on the
mechanisms driving demand and supply, and the post-trafficking experiences of repatriated
victims. Through an analysis of the socio-demographic profiles of victims and their
conditions after trafficking, the study sought to uncover the challenges faced by victims when
pursuing legal recourse. It also highlighted the role of various stakeholders, particularly
NGOs, in providing assistance to victims. Additionally, the study used data from national
newspapers in Bangladesh to present a detailed analysis of trafficking victims based on age,
gender, and place of origin. The trafficking of women and children has seen significant
growth worldwide, with traffickers exploiting the desperation of individuals seeking better
opportunities abroad. The findings indicate that women and children from Bangladesh are
being trafficked primarily to India and the Middle East, including countries like Jordan and
Lebanon. The porous borders between Bangladesh and India, especially along rivers, are
commonly used for trafficking, with victims often being smuggled without proper
documentation. In contrast, trafficking to the Middle East typically involves legal travel
documents, but victims are later subjected to forced labor or exploitation upon arrival. The
study identified children aged 11-16 and women aged 18-25, particularly those from rural
areas, as the most vulnerable to trafficking. The Khulna region was identified as having a
high incidence of trafficking. Factors such as child marriage and divorce play a significant
role in increasing vulnerability, with five out of eight female victims being divorcees. Many
victims were deceived by close relatives, neighbors, or local brokers, with two women being

sold by their husbands. The psychological and physical consequences for victims are severe.
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Many suffer from mental trauma, and female victims forced into sex work often contract
sexually transmitted infections. Most repatriated victims return home without assistance from
either government or non-governmental organizations, leading to significant underreporting
of the true number of victims. This lack of structured support underscores the need for better
mechanisms to manage the repatriation and rehabilitation of victims. Legal challenges also
present significant hurdles for victims seeking justice. Fear of social stigma prevents many
from filing legal cases, and those who do often face threats from traffickers or the high costs
associated with pursuing legal action. The conviction rate remains low due to procedural
flaws, with many offenders escaping punishment. While the Human Trafficking Deterrence
and Suppression Act of 2012 calls for the establishment of specialized tribunals, such
tribunals have yet to be formed, leaving trafficking cases to be handled by overburdened
Women and Children courts. While NGOs provide some support, their resources are limited
and insufficient to meet the needs of all victims. Many victims receive no government
assistance, and financial constraints further hinder the rehabilitation efforts of NGOs. The
lack of adequate government support highlights the need for stronger collaboration between

governmental agencies and non-governmental organizations.

In conclusion, human trafficking remains a critical issue, continuing to expand despite
ongoing efforts by both governmental and non-governmental bodies. The absence of effective
legal frameworks, limited government assistance, and the societal stigma attached to victims
contribute to the persistence of trafficking. Addressing this crisis requires the establishment
of specialized tribunals, improved legal aid, and stronger collaboration between stakeholders.
Public awareness campaigns should also focus on addressing the root causes of trafficking,
such as poverty and inequality, to prevent vulnerable individuals from falling prey to
traffickers. Only through sustained and coordinated efforts can the fight against human

trafficking make meaningful progress in protecting women and children.
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APPENDIX

Interview Guide

In-depth interview with Trafficking Survivors
Name:

Address:

Sex:

Age:

Age at being trafficked:

Marital status:

Religion:

Education:

Respondent occupation:

Guardians (Fathers/Husband) occupation:
Family structure:

House hold size:

Residence:

Monthly income of family:

Experiences of trafficking

I.  Process of trafficking:

1. Legal process/Illegal process.......
2. How many days before you trafficked? ..............
3. How many days you stay there? ...............

5. Who trafficked you? Known/Unknown................

Dhaka University Institutional Repository
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1. How were you trafficked?

3. Did you inform your parents and did

they allow you to go?

4. Where did you go first?

5. Did you feel anything bad would
happen to you?

6. How many days did it take to reach
destination?

7. How many were with you?

8. Did you understand that you were
going to be trafficked on the way to
destination?

9. When did you know that you are trafficked?

10. How did traffickers behave with you?

3. Did you try to escape?

12. Are you suffering Mental/Physical torture?

(1) Yes (2) No

19. What should take combat trafficking?................
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Il.  Repatriation Process:
1. How did you rescue? Which organization helped you to get rescued?

2. Rescued by Self/ Govt./NGO/INGO/Others.......

3. How did you arrive in your home?

I11.Legal status of the case:

1. Did you file the case?
If not, why.......
Which organization is dealing with the case?
How is the case going on?
Are you satisfied with status of the case? Why?

2. What is the status of criminal's punishment?
What punishment do you want for

traffickers?
IV.  Perception and possible challenges to rehabilitation:
1. How did you go back your family?

How do they behave with you now?

Have you got any help from your family?

2. Can you tell me how do your community perceive/respond to you?
3. How do you perceive yourself? Why?
4. Do you think your position in society is changed? If yes, mention the reasons.

5. What do you want to do in future?
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