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“A juvenile is a child or young person who, under the respective legal
systems, may be dealt with for an offence in a manner which is different
from an adult” (International Instruments of juvenile justice and non
custodial measures, P-20, 2005, Unicef).
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“as an international act or omission in violation of criminal law, committed
without defense or justification and sanctioned by the law as felony or
misdemeanor” (Paul. W. Tappan).
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In the words of Donald Taft, “Crime is a social injury and an expression of
subjective opinion varying in time and place (N.V. Parajape).
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(¢) Etymologically, the term “Delinquency” has been derived from the Latin
word delinquer, which means “to omit”. The Romans used the term to tefer
to the failure of a person to perform the assigned task or duty. It was
William Coxson who in 1484, used the term “delinquent” to describe a
person found guilty of customary offence. In simpler words it may be said
that delinquency is a form of behaviour or rather misbehaviour or deviation
from the generally accepted norms of conduct in the society (N.V.
Paranjape).
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(q) Caldwell prefers “To leave the term vague and includes within it all acts

of children which tend them to be pooled indiscriminately as wards of the
sate” (Caldwell: Criminology, P.375).
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s@: The Journal of Social Development. 1.S.W.R. Dhaka University. Vol-12,
No-1, December, 1997.
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5@: The Journal of Social Development. 1.S.W.R. Dhaka University. Vol-12,
No-1, December, 1997.
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“Ordinarily, it refers to the anti-social acts committed by persons under a
given age. Such acts are either specifically forbidden by law or may be

lawfully interpreted as requiring some form of official action” (Sarkar &
Islam, 1997).
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