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E CE

L1afl7	cer .L. ,_clLvr1 at iT__	.ir.vjv	- 3H c	L

2v;iefl Suh-couti.2nt..	The country i.s very,  srai. I. in a r us

La;:he in population.	e:nJv ninety !Ti.lI on people I kie in a

iird flisS of .L'i3 J9 	('.1Z).re k.jl.c)uieLres

Btigl adesh is	poor count. ry - Nat lonal income t- very
1 uw reiai:ive to the siac of the population	Povert y and

ii literac y are	ic1e•-ercsd.	Thc ptv uLai.i.on sutfe! .t roi

manu tLLt LOU 011(1 Li.. [ 050 It (1.

Nodern heai 1. Lb.;	. ..ti€.u; were in reduced during the

Britmsh rule. }3ut in sp.Lte of the e £ forts of the successive

'overnnienL. L; o di. s srraiace modern Al lop itzhi.c med tea I fac L
ii t:ie s vs t :ari ority of ti-ic poop Is .Lvi.n mainly in the
V iii es at 11] ecJlier c so Lrdicrious heal. in.g urac tices that
have iEOI PIeVI .1011 1 C0 hu10 reus cf years	.L he c en Lrai theme

o .L the rustant the is rs tna L L he men sons ror Li.0 per S ms r CUCC

rho toa ;ìecine in L.. Lo;R oc. oa boc.. be sail ned vJe 
-.	:.. .	.•	:'::.	.	.	- 4J1jfl48
scud.y p:cori.nn.ie 0 i. the Dacca University. The work has been
c-omp li shod under cbs enco rainp a rid ii. lumino t rig SUi'

vi sion of Prof e ssor A . K. Nasniul Kali!) ,, ho ha cI trovi dod close

afdnce at: every stagc. .1erit:	if any. in the t.hos.Ls,goes

n his crecli.L:; faults a	, rowcVc?r , c;ut:irely mine.

Ththropoiogy Depar t;ment and Insti Lute of iropical.
liodi cire of the University of London t he Ins Litute of
Development Studies of the Universit y of Sussex, University

of Leidon at the Netherlands, AuLhropc-1.ogy Depsr::rnenLs of thy
P. .cLOr and Ded hI Pci cavil	e , -nd rho Inci:ml:ute cf E.ncial

-,
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JF : CE (a P11 t iriuo

Si.udies at: t I,	l a, u 	h:.a	raJrjs.Ly r;er:ted tha	• of

their .Lirary a'Ld ohor	:iocriatiuos Ia1i].ti2z	oi.bi:arv of
ahe Da.aca Un .fverG t:y	in mportin a soore 0 L a ti:i3 is
an i in. furmat:i.on	To aL I. o.t tie	i caos L s inc are	::otit ode is
conrc.yed.

lv r C1L03 L grati.tude is, however, ro Lhe women, men
It' ; the he:alers of the vii 1.age Diur ,iitJiaut: whose s ativa

md s nc.ere c ooet LQfl ehe t: lie s Ls would ndver J.wive bean
acmp]aied.

!ic'.:e IT.:Lvei;ity
Dacca

4000184ffl18

1firnI
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'C'E. 1- (D-N., 

at 1 nih u:	iiup i.n cc	 nn: LH.e	ui Je n

irom poor baa ttii cuucittiorc	T€ si.uatJ.nu J	'sc in. LLe

cas e of the I emai.e ponuin t: ion.	ihc' iicte	in r L ii ty r ec

1::nni.	Ene]..e oEeh;eo ti	hai'.	bcri c'ucrc Lr! cr

the c-c].ono:i countriec , Lek a ne-ivy Loll.

women become. i.ncapaeiteted at an can yig, due to the

ifs eases.

In this	J I
-

.c1	, snu:e e OL	c of: inOhecaL sycls

opesce.	Go'er.	 .t]	
Ji'? , H(eop3thiC

u.rei:.o and Unarn systems end aetiJeiy rnomotes the AJ_1c-

eva tarn viu.h is cousicinrod modern and West.eri.i .	En ides

:rheee four recog s-ed telica].. systems , an indfLeneus method

	

ea1:iu, also peevac_s .	ihie is \en:iously termed as

Ienouc	tr:i1.LtLona1 , : 'i.ral. and folk niaciic±ne .	1t avail.

able .h.ntormations Los ti:L	.1	 cue c	lmiu riaj orit:y of

the	eplc, ta1LcUiir..Y	c ZD tie. - .: icLho n. ll.acs , c rsme

foLk nedtc5en , as ne slir]..1 cat. l.L.	The \/einer as a r ) _OU	ae

ll Far Lee larheet cnmers of toik s:cdic Inc	Lu ,a recent:

tudy (Islam	1980) oha wri.cr reported that 7h per cent of

the v n.:nie tucc	Lages rcec'rted to te folh he iiu. de.ices

as the major health measure.

- ce-n -i t c

Ol
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•ccrnmcnt: I.i	arl'Uesh [s coil.m	t:o i.mplrvc	tate

of beLth in the ccunt:ry.	Its redLcal.	r.eo of clicn Li;

hc adern Western medic Inc arid the kevuote ci L public

health policy is rapid dessiininat:ioeof allopathic LaccIlcal

,.:ViCC.S a l.! over the country arid dcv:n to the villages where

a overwhelming maj ority of the population live., In all the

big cities medical colleges and	tachect hospitals have been

es tab1-j- sOd. Guve.crirnerit maintains hospitals in evEry district

_ p d sub - dvis:onal . mip_iar ters	There a a rural health

centre at erery police .s tatrou	Disr	- .e-; are a] so

operated by the local overim-o.L hod tee	Femalefariil.y Ian-

nin; workers have been aopo in ted by the government:. [or every

ion.	ihey iiak v.31 ts	Lile Vii lap S dflC p rovdc know-

:.dge eacut p.Leiary beat :1 end. mother and child core In

a-dit;Lon to contraceptive advice	\ villager	man or woman

r:o rccct.ve a lle. thic aervices Ic not likely to be

-L rredbv LIe total absence of the service. What is ilIpor

 --;-:aritic that he or sb is expect of to receive the service

LI
	 ce of charge. Free treatment Is tile crucial factor in the

eserit: health scene because of the fact that health and

medical care has a very low priority in t.hc family budget in

i' arig lade s h.

Ur1ValO [ frn: C?	COVTament policy

LIN

	

	 .1—spite of t;be avowed, OVCI11[liOili. vu] icy of ifllprOV.Lngn.

the hea:Lth status or the society tfvc•u.;h promotion 0'1_ the

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



*
-Anrern yudical	the folk LT1ed:CiflE. C)fltiflUCS to

prvai 1. and auvwaL paticura, especially the female patients

The Gernnent d ons ;:).VeeegflibH: the Fork system of medicine

nor ProJ]Xie any financiR ass staeLo aOJ [0 L.. oi.iae

Government health seicmc:s have in Q u past totally

-acred the folk system. Pan I th programmes drawn up by tke

.La:crs all of 1'om are ad;.icated in the We tern mecii.ca],

Systom, do not conceal tucir desire to see the folk system

tLo:aI.iy credicateo as an "irrational" and 'u.nscientific1

system. But the folk ndica1 system conLnues to survive to

the dislike of the planners.  Sarder and Chen. (1981) found in

a research on a sta:lv area vC 263,H0 population that

practitioner density was 43 per 1,000  population and folk

.:actitione'cs Lake 2,9 of the total density	As a group

nnlk healers constitute 60 .5 per c.orzt of all ava1cb1e

an tit_i.oru.n: among Lha Stacy populaLion,

3at_oi- on': of t l.a a------------------

feiaa is tcnce of the folk medicine, in the context of the

- at..: Y.Hcnl seeds of	pe-.:p a and 00 government p olicy OF

I::i.til:LL.g thea': aced:: by extead:.ae tne k'cst:crn medicine, thus

poses -a big problem for the health planners	Why does the

folk medicine survive against so many oris? Why is the female

population the largest: consumer group of Yolk heaLing pi ac tic es

!no prQlem ndn,ht: he relet. ad to dc. .'.e.. penetration oF Lie:

k

4.
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+

:o	:i.LJ..:	Lho	::sioL

AlLOiflLC.E.'. Lhe pr'b1er might b ic ar:Lscn.

	

reuIt strCLigtL at the fri k	t.er o persi

S : akliig of ]in.d a , Mekim ..Thrr.Lot: (15.55 :268) ohrvcci

::h.at ''TUe .:,.UCcesS.L 151j. (. L.dD 'heflL of eftoctlVe (Wet ter)

	

c u j.pcirs to clepecd largel	t: the cicgrcc to which

cc. Lent: H c. •'U.c.al pra r;t:Lce Can diest_ teolt of certain

o:tLrts and cL-:e ii: HI ::	:10soc1.a.L

[od uJ H liege.'	:.Lc	t	pobiem

::aised by the surH_val of folk ccd Lcin.e will iuvolve cult:urci.

•ucs and wiil iwe to be s Lud led in its diffarem: perspec-

:1...	::.!:L.

f-ca udciscaLdng of th prci cci is vital. for the for-

H	of an effective. 11th p	ramrce. D:Lffei:ent p al icy

e ..: ;:1!.:c hat lonc; mu v omore dcnd L on how the problem is

pu. ccJ:.c :.	ScL.35f01 icplemcnLe_1c.i. f cUe policy alter-

1 1	depend o	c-r app	1 of the nature

1 the c cential elements of the folk srtern.

Folk medicine he;s received icIcd s ign.iiH eance in. the

recent WHO finding that 'several couct Ic: cu cc-us Ider the

concept of integracion oil t:cndi	o I i-ii.	'.Hc cl_ne a

c;Htity ttiat coui.0 be achi..evecl in thc ilcrpseeebiLe fucurc'''
A

-c oil LLnued-
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1. 78)	In MY of rho physical and cost constraints

on. rrpid cum; lea of Western rd.ca] system, exploration  of

Oz pc5 LLc1L1L:y o: sGch in ia.rgrncic . 1 in Banoladesh ras

prospects for a more viable and efficacious health im -

provement policy. BhoLa, Chakra3JaLLY and Faruque (1979)

found in a xesearch in a than.a in B n.ladcsh, "Considering

che Timited financial technical and health maup car ra_eurces

available in most developing councrins, it seems that the

most logical way Lo achieve a break through in the delivery

of health care for mother and children would be to deliver

through woman who lin.ec traditionally been responsible for

tain.c care of paiturai.t: waron snd the children, - The ct3r

cf Lie nature of fo11. 1:Iadi.c.i.rLe , thore.L	acquires crucial

4

/ study encompassing alL ;enc t.: at LAP .:c1kwcdiciuc

will be an uphill L ask and can not bcute:t&kcn by individual

:e:rc1nr.	It.. should of necc3sity, be lim! ced to that

a p•2 t: chI.ah will give a compreensi'ce insight: and broad

w	nderatan.ding of all the nerspec.tivcs of the problem. 'Folk

&edicine in relation co the WcI.0 . .7 lUf in rural Bangladesh

may be an obvious ci:oie. .i.rs LJy, rut ci. xacn CLultitUec

the largest consumer group 01 folk medcc:inc	.canen hi:

and Loosen 1.976) reported that ...a Lusaka women were more

•	Likely to he found at the folk healers than were the children

-continued.
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women will trLertoc give a fairly large coverige.

	

SecouJi.y	inens'..;:i 	prognancy, cTf.tent ,

bit Lb and lactation whi 4 are associ.. ted wi. Ni the women were

under .. trict. scrutiny and snct on b y all societies and have

,mvn the subjcct ne	r of rituals and ri Lue.L is t:i. c behavicuT.

Folk rodicino	s aCCorch.flg l-i devised el.ahOrate arrange mew

to d.ei.L wl.iO tK.se coo dirions in the life of the women.	In

a research in Nigcria, Macleans c--.r-cr-cd ch q t for e i iLic;r o.

LO Actions from which women suff- r , cj. Li L ui onal mediciac.

persist as the re::ourse of choice Or all women (Maclean: 1971)

The survival of[olk me) Lc: Lao in Bangladesh mighu therefc: e

H-'-  female diseases.

	

-	[ni.k i:nedicine will, i:ha oiore , be

in the context of diseases from T.. htCh the women in

the viliad,e suL[cc i.e. the diseases peculiar to women and

the diseases conacuLA with the female organs	it is ex-

pecowd that this deilcatait ion -: i.IL1 bring tUe problems into

jw f per fncus while t 1 1 basic	 r;	will have general
r

1ica1oi ].il:v
I

The study will be concerned with folk healing as

at rh.e present t.L:,2 iiEk 1.	tOe •:uurcmr Staçe of

o 1.t :Lirv iiecc

- eon L to
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It -

The stud y is ho sod on fn:hrc1:oJo?:L cal method c

eI.socvtlon and c: oct pa.rt::i.c.io1: :n.	The rationale behind

choosir,. p, he method was mainly the absence of ode:: :ia to ciot:a

It is now being increasingly realised that for the study of

mdl.go.r.ous customs and traditions In Bangladesh. Antiropclogicai

09
	hod of direct participation and observatior. would be most

in such situation,  only intensive field work can

reveal true nature of. the problem. As F of. Karim emphasised

"in the absence of an y significant scientific information

about Bengali Muslim society,	1opolo;icaf studios of

seek]. raguf Ludo. w:ii.L hel p us a great deal in. gei: Ling a correct:

glimpse into our societal mechanism. Moreover, they involve

mch less cot i:.hon the gathering of data on a mass scale,

A-	An the moment this is :heonly dependable means by which we

can know how the minds of the people of different SOCIaL

levels are working in best Pakistan. Sociology, therefore

moot be aocial anthropology in the context of our countr-y,

at least for some yCTS to CO1'IIC "	( Kevin: 1960:6).

Beginning of folk system can noc he dated. It possibly

b.m,en with the articulation of tIH -culture of the soil

the culture had never been static. it has been and still. is

in S S [0 t:e of continuous change and adjustments. Folk me -

dicine has therefore undergone changes and continually being

eadif fed.. The folk healing that is being studied is

continued.-
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Bang].a as)l cLtt in :ic cJ i.; Lric L. of	ai	Is c; e :L z

c1.i3 -i ucr C--	 O F0 \T1J 1o p::. t):ic 7i;CtUi'd o[

JL c ip n:-- h	-j;• L.

In thii context we can mention I.eiban. who voiced, that,

• -ck: the i.ioacL of modern techno.togy aid the Indus trial
4-

Ls LO '1'..:	on it, profound cuIti.ràl changes aro

P	th	 the w"­'' 1(1. In the dove icp Lug at'cas

niodern heal. ;h ad uediLcai erect ices ho'-,' e been among the mus I:

:Lor:.:nt chan as .Lntroduceci	Yet. dei.t-pe t. be increasing

uti lizatianc-fE modern medic inc in these arca. , tradi,ci.criol.

LecLLcJi c y o tens sLit 1 pars i. s -:: and cxcrt a signfficant influ-

cue-c co the orate of health and on na-,-d.Lcel decisions and out-

s-seas in derel.on Lug societies. Fact: of the matter is that

rrtoc:cn eedicine has been established in the-sc societies not

::o much. b- dis placlin Endigenous modisine as by Increasing

tha 5CC-Lcd 1. options available Lo their popuc Ition.	(Lei hart

his i-dicates thaL the p . 'ant: study can best: be

ant:firopciog1.eatl- .	The rurv:Lva.1. of the folk he-Lint

is ths re fore bain e ;-ct.m.Lned by £ma. y siu.g its nature and

essential ingredients in Lhe broader s-ni ext of cut tune in

waich the study population I. LVC and in the perspective of

cultural. changes that arc cent inuous ly Leking place

-cont inued-
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iere T:.re , have fol towed the method of obser-jcion

and d iect prciition. The researcher lived in a vl]iae

fcc: inc rontiis bogi.nnin. I con Acii I 1.9 1.	Th d  tia wore

ocileLd LhrOJgOCiO CC 1	O. c 1Lcon with the ndu.i t icrale

popI. I atlon o L t:1 - e. eiiiage .	'the L@ifliiLL C popuiaci.on as a whole

s rie tcc.us o!.-L he study.	Pc rtI cii paLi on with tlem provided

i:3LO[5 L .Loi. a :ouL bnl .i. (.tsys t:eni. \ihcro:	 For indc, pt.	aril-dysls

ta and ha.Lers were sni tICat :L observed, scrutiril seci

and ill Lt.:nn iu'yjcd

The partLcipa:ion observation, was preceeded by a

cyscour. penala LlOfl, house- nolas , socio-economc life of

the vi1iazAc and i-iealth c.Luaticn of the village women. A

some umod quest.i.ccinai:e .•'as used .cr conducting rh:[ s house-

hold census.

Firs L two months were devoted to getting acquainted

w:.i.d: the people; because SUCCeSS of field work depends on the

ac coctance of the researcher by the people under study. Ac--

cc :_auco is , however, c ab1L.Lshd throuh creation of mutual.

Laus	The pcopl e rnus t •:nads to feel tha the researcher is

a t r u s t-wot: c by, act L arest-:ii sod	snpa thet	outsider.	From the

very boinoin 5, t ho rosc;IL ober was rh.r c	careful so that

no suspicion should develop bouc the intention of the researcher.

I ut all effort to Ui..r up my in cention which was very

important, Beca-ose I observed that vilis-e women hncw that

COlt
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.i c.[L: .- woman wauic.1 nwo cL.!1e to villoge From We ros y city

for tO LhlJ;

Jflc• rf:.lis long field work Aded :o cv

abc:i \':.L.t sisters significantly,y

I c.cco .':red that to earn trust md acceptance from

rr:. ;i i s people is very bard Lco.:iuse of the fact tha

barriers between the rural women and the researcher continuo.

!nn ha y -Or y ::::	:too Whe dLfaraaccn; - same of

rnpcp We strong feeling

that Any wuiicn are di. I frcr:t from them, they eat dress, tall-,

and Li.'::: diffcrcnt:.Ly the y do nany t1 Lnbs that a village

woman cawAw and should never do	A few iomen with 1 \l1c ra ii

had L' ccme in r..Liw Le asked me if LL was true that city women

Jo not observe t a boos on nens Lrua tion , pregnancy and child-

birth, i.iai: Wan fcnJ nor nuy sc their baby; aw: in

:n any dcmcctic. Oo yv. Wilage women are also under

impression that urban wife does not serve her husband, doe'

not OhseJve purdah, and famtlia:nLses with male-folk outside

the kin group. The village women made no secret' of their

disapproval of such activities. In my work and behaviour

i: therefore tried to he as closer as possible.

I realised that all social interaction was reciprocal.

When I. was watching and observing, I myself was being observed.

The women were curious about me. My every action, movement.

-continued-
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wel 0 bring : L02HY :;J:::n:..	U. bacnoc un Jen: tu

re that the shroud of diatan.ce would 'nt be lifted unless I

gnc them in .ormai_1un Now sys:l 1.. Our roi L.ionshi would

rjssin s:c:ifi.i_:.I unics:: I	:'o.	on Wen,

The task of ;La.rn	n:a souL : scLn-economic si iou

d Ld not prove easy, it was very difficult to

:k abcun their land-holding.	f[ddIe and big

landowners were especially too reluctant. Similar situation

was revea.ied in other studies(Ahmed and Islam: 1981;

Chowdhury: 1975). Such attitude is the result: of the sus-

ny :5 a government agent sein

an.' tnT 7Y v o •.:a	mod settlement.	Women's

l;norance of the ac ival land-holding of the family may also be

reason	Us the ntherhn od. women were found easier to handle

in the absence of thais male guardian. Very often they did

tca1. freel y and spontaneously in the presence of ma to

guardian.

The greatest difficulty teaL: I laced was how to meet

she oinect.ition of the i:'cple .	Since 1 was m athken to be a

..tctarui (female PhiSlC :111) 	very soon I was receiving patients

Ispitc.: of my repeaLs J cap Isnation , man y of them continued t(

call me dactarul till the last date of isv stsn, in the village.

To deal with such oroblon .[ used to esar. ; a [us cs:onmedf;.nc
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i.

:uc	Li.	iT..'L..L:•;	Oii,	.	0J.	Lt1.LLi1L:C

oa.:	f Lhc.rr. rccjues .ed for fin 	 c; .1 a	for the.r son,

askec	: I	n o il help. All the cJoi ted wives mad.e cornfo	 -

pi..ant	too uLs1jc'i.Y) j_c:1..L,: of tii.r h.uland

o, to find out the so.ution.	IL	 pro b.Len to	::Ll3 ly all

i1c T,.;nc)j.c.	 ,•..1:LL	boon tii.euuy
CJ..tL)i..o	inc1 hc.	pfij.]..
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'	0t1.t2:2	1)L(.H1.:'	 H	n

out: deVI_CCS tc deal. wl.rdi tHe nrubiein.	ju i.aarning t:o cope

.1 ti- dseasc :n:e:Let tea	vu deve hr . H	vast complea H.

:n.owiedge , he 1.1 u	,	echu Lqne , roLe s,00rms	caiLiL s , ido -

I. e:r, ott iLnOes	customs, ritual :,,	ncl syubots , LOat inter-

LULk Lu orr a mutual ty reintorc '°t; od supporL:t.'. i , sys tern''

(SaurLdnrs iQ';7)	This 'vaL cci ion" COITISLL'H.

mectLca].. s y s LeTs.	Hut socletlOS; differ r.duca]

:nclede , beliefs - teclinieuus	so to so -- they differfer in

L'\':ry j LCfli 0 : I. lie	vast (:(SSJ. La	}:re is , t. here Lute	not

ne universiI. :sedica]_ system.	THire are many medical svstenis

orresponcLi.ro .. dierae cu I tu r.:] and soc La I patterns

1.. 1

	

	Divirs i t y of medical sys :em : biomedicine vs. CtLlno-

c.

hicoLogicaI and anLhropoiL'i CT literature alludes

:o a. number of medical s y stems. Arthur h Kicinman (t974/75

Hd)refe ta; to T[flClCfl [.	P Us . L ye , hi. a t.urica]	es tern, tr  -

diLic'nal n.on--Ucst .aru irulk - popular and modern systems of

medicine .	indi.;enous rum	tradi Li onu.L arc also SOnIC of

the terms used to denote iircd . I
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.d

mcdi clfl2,	 cutLomary Lu rake broad *S_st.i OcL')n5 between

the cLeut.i fi c and the F ; Ofl SC LQflt.i.iC sys Lems ude r wh Leh al.].

the medical svaLes •iru	ibaumeLi.	Mactarn Western nIedic3Jle

popular ,' I	aaos the 'MI Lopathi_c mcdi cine is identi. fled as

v she Western

fjcflonaflOil.

urm theory is associated only with	 All

c:hor systems are generall y classi.	 i c.	1±

:Lscl	o  that the biotocicai ;.md o[ivs ioi.ogica]_ uhenamena

do -11 	rigi.re us :Lfgi.rc percoptih	in these systems	Carts

tacory	IC'. at i \a'Cvurjr)QsJfl sri LflC nail-- SC]Cfl ti fic system. 

In deaLing aith medict systems. anthropology accordingly

cil.vtdec SiLO b:Lcmle.C11cl.fle and ethnomedici.ne	The former

:sfers co :he Western scic rifle medicine with its germ theor\.

hi niegica L bias , maj or surgical in j:\YenOns and adutini stration

uc- L on wh c aeve]. aped .i ii the developed net ions of the

Was- a. En t:hnaa(Cd a 5 cia en the ut her ben	concerned with those

efs and proc tices rela ting to diseases whi.ch ie t:lie

j:-sctuctsch the indinenous Cultural developments and are not

expli cit:] y derived from the conceptual frame work of modern

medicine	here we discuss systems of medicine whicb developed

in the tradi Lions 1 s o r ' :LeLies

-c:01ltrftft:d--
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and txa•L .L t lena	(non - sd en if i ca 1) medical systems:

Rivers found he essence K NO ASUnCLion between the

two types of medicine in their difference in the concept of

disease. He further viewed that "one element: of the concept

disease, and perha p s the most inipor taut, is that it in--

fudes wi LhiI1 Its scone die factor of caus a tion (Ri vers:a

9{4._: 7'	li' other words etiology is the most. signifi cant ele-

ment in distinguishing the modern medicine from the other types

of nJLca]_ syaLce

Diag n osis of a disease usually involves three dirtieri-

s_ofls namely, evidence, procoss and cause

Fvidence; - Every disease will show some s igns and

" ^mpwws that may be taken as the evide nce of an illness.

ai.cJ systems ma y differ in wL::it: partic u lar signs or symp-

nwx 	for attention and in how much weight they

assign to a particular kind of evidence against another.

ach selection and relative weightage wil. i. de p end on the

p attern of the cul cure. But every s y ; toni will, doubtless

identify evidence of a cisease.

Process:- The scuciy of ehc disease process is what

is called Pathology in the modern medic .ae. iiocic'1.as medic inn

seeks to Identify the pathological processes re [at ru: Lo

every illness. Such identification of the disease process

- cont inued-
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fl1.i.VC ur.(.La L.:cn that	a rsctcri.	the mode:ii scientific

neJic.in.e	1"''11.	L]:.:i. sv3t:ciis of	: ' 11_eino _eri	to L	:o•;s l:hi s

si.gnLfic:erit: c.1L_nsLoli of the	i . - oLisof :Ii:e:

Cause:	In co n trast to che :cstemn medici rio, non

ontifc riodicine puts greater riphaisi. on the underlying

+	
•ise of the. Il1nss rather	or the underlying paLio-

loical orucess	Cause is o sucondaru importance to the

ci sease procais in the scientific medicine. "when an

:es tern Physician estahlishes the cause for an illness, this

becorues na. t of his hLL JOSJS , supplen:en:ary to the scatc-ment

iboait procese a. g. lobar pneuania ( process) is due to a

hacterial cmnso. I)uc to absence of underst:andfrig of disease

• • :occss ,	in non-scientific adieJ no. cesolves into

mefusions about: causation lufarred from evidence (i e. from

and s:.':::: ems)	Dimns.i on of process is nitogoLher

tLten l77).

The Nan-scientific medicine. hot:hers Lit: tie about:

hacteria or dLsordereci physiology, it is concerned with the
r

.;(LjLJtifl	r: t	11:ii.:-e'	::.:eu	is believed t	lie

ffl sO i.O-1O.LLLca. comreL.ctren. LILCL-fflist. di;ut:es,

.n L erpe3:sonai	ilunsy, greed, lust	Lches socerers and

Causes may turn out to be as i.uvis i ULe as the virus

ut rr a ne var Nj j. ewed as imoersona)..	Ins toad , i Lines s 1. s
4.

•-cc'n inucd-•
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vi at ims	Such agents may be human, superhuman, non-humancmau but

they are a1wys ecnccive rJ as wilfullul ha ings who act nc)t md if -

teraLltly, but in response Lo aua:icus1.y perceived personal

1TK)tIV&S,

0	sditicnayst:cnLs thus deduce from the symptoms

+
a aral:: ble cause and this constitutes the diagnosis

systvm E cac!n:Lou who is the responsible at and tries

to discover why the agent acted so. Pathological process

plays no role. The ultimate significance of an illness is

part n d the victim's socjocLti turs 1 idenAiy and experience.

i. 3	Disease coilsation

a traditional medicine disease causation pla y s the
Ir

:z role iu the diagnosis of di scase	The Western mcdi-

cine and the traditionalanal medical sys Leaks also differ funda-

mentally in their emphasis on the nature of causes associated

nit:h the diseases.

:Lvurs (191) identified three grou p s of causes which

*.aiatcd with all diseases .-irtd illness.	'If we examine

the beliefs of mankind in general concerning CaUSLtL:Cn of

disease, we find that the causes ma y he grouped in three

chief classes:	(1) hunn.•ui agency, in which it is b lieved

at diseases is directl y due to action on the part of some

:a.n.:ai being; (2) the action of some spiritual or spr-

n.atm:si being or, more exactly, the action of some agent who

Dhaka University Institutional Repository
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arid (3) .. 'hat r;e o Ucrily coil flOt.Y 1 c15'	-

Accorc.Iing co Rivers , prafessiaa	rt. of niedicine reiie on

the natural caua arid sava:e aod L'nrb:rous peule	i.ieve

in rJa other two categories of causes.

Tx.rxi;ining t1.c disease concepts of the peoples the

c-u:enLs (1932) came to siuiiar fil -LdirJ.g and

identified throc broad categories of causes recognised by

L ccal sys . ems	tir.s	Io:ural causes , which

ioo]-ie .he •'ie:a	 ienr ;ed all injuries obviously

:.LiilllCLeU b 11aL:eriLL agencies;	OL,i - H±i	agenCy 1.0.

d.se-ae is ccnsidcrcd dl"LcLLv h:-	Lho ralefia action of

one huiari 'being,	tLrncifl.g sos. y in ci. 1 its lDhasCs ; afle

Jioci, so	noral pnncy t	sickritt-ss is regarded a.s due

0 action of sup erri-atural fac	r	:.	:orw.r, to Cj.crjients,

Jr iLrsL ::	 r:oecliflci	ce the civilisod

perii: of	n:-: :-o:';oee one tee';e-:eo[ :ou the Lt[ CO

oro forrrici among the primitive people and linger in the tradi-

ieo.:o	 E Le Co

the hunum agency or the : pernoturat agency. Clemen S classi-

f:[.es these two sensate causes iriLo Live t ypes ieceety sorcery

breach of taboo, disease-object intrusion, spirit intrusion

n1 soul toss	Some aethorities have irunticoodeve as

--continued-

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



-7-.

4 roug: t.ie himan	ency.	Ci enenLs

d-ss not ass gn I.	a caLccrv UUL lflerges it	tb

1. 4	cjeandehiina:

Sorcery includes the rnanipulation oF persons skillcd

and the oerations of human hei ogs endowed wLth

over Lne supernatural world	J.1lness caused by

SOrCCr	I :.J) V	:icalstace; IL is	imbci.c of

1 .1. : ...............................catc t '.e pa, lent. mid others in a

web of social rivalries and lealoosies

Frazer' s ciaciL Golden Fcugh c- hs: L1. as magic into

the in:iLiaLive aT1 CL i-iccontagious .	hcn a magician causes

person to f:LJ.....1. b constructtLlg a smaLl.. image of his

viat:im and tr;nfix-Lnc it w:LLh darts orburning I: or other-

maltroatin y Lha inagc, he is indulgine in the imitative

magic. \Jhc:.n a magician makes a porson sick by obtaining some

carts of t±. siltim' s bod y or nic articles used y tha vi c Lim

rLd ti: eating ih.:' rnagrcaily b.c is indulging in centagious

In hoLb Lhe cases the -cites a	 ire accompaned with

suit.ab	Lncan tations

Diseases can also be caused by the witchcraft. Some

individuals - i- c said. t:o be in direct. commun.i.ca tion with the

' :crn-Lura]. world.	If the y use this	 ad power t ' to m:ike peoplo

1

--continued-
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ck, l:O'OPit ijhrO2	(JOi	:.(i,LOtL'O

1961)	LLtches are kr;.owzi to dovcu.ir peopi. e	It is net: the

a	1)0(10 that is eter	 l, bj	ihc sou of t:lio tiesh.

'f is is why any wasci.ng cui.se.asc	 cr;J:•.LairtS, or

tlflcxplclnecl utalOcIsuch as POliO is	Jooi to rho witch-

craic . Tha wit:ch msy pass b y the house of the victim and

i . 2hL by aigh.t 'cat''	bit	his soul until th.c body has no

:tength and tthe: victim dies. The a Ls- tuactive feature of

witch craft is that, unlihe magic, "there is no palpable

;pararus connected with it, no rites, ceremonic.., incanta-

avcc: ions that t	witch has to perform. It is

S im:t , ;..	cc at: wilt from the nLad. of the witch

(Gaorfrcy Parr incr - 1961.166)

I.cmiaick (.L974'	 Liced tct a persoc ins--

hsl.ieved to be capable of inflict-

ag i	c.-:	;•;' r	 covies some one.	The victim

wil.i fall proy to tho hicease as the consequence of such

enry . Remini c'.k icund thct h rd ativsi y cich class was

prehensive ( . .f the nossessioa of evil eye by the relatively

The rich believed that the cuil. eye of the poor woald

LLLr1 illness when rho victim was iv. :t ste: Le ct worry or

tension so that the rich would try ti ma.inta in their cois-

p o::re and act appear ice be too 1iandsui'	ac.c.oreplisheci or

prosperous. The evil eye among the pc upic	r:udied by.r 

tnus symbolises the Soc.::.[ an.1 economic cont Lict:o

the. are latent:. within the hares and the havu-'cts

- C0nt inued-
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E yüi. iouat sea Ic. L ics dread sorcery and M! eye more than

anything else because they are continuously under the pies sure

of property and inh.cri Eartuc dispurcy, j Jn1ou':3y enVy, greed

and lust: that citreaLen their stab i.U_t.y.	both sorcery and

:.] eye therefore reflect the cultural beliefs and values

and the medical system hosed on such beliefs and values is

+	 a. part and tOiCCi of the total cultural configuration of the

LU)IC who adhere to the system.

1.5	Breach of t:ahoo

While sorcery falls in the category of the human

agency, breach of taboo i':aives the superr:acurai agency.

In rtonv ancicnt coiniuni L Lc.i. it is believed that the god

:1.3 the Itue master of all that man has created, and of man

himself; he szrikes with disease those mom he chooses to

•r .-o, "Ac a general rule, disease La considered as a

;)Lr1iSnTseflL: which the gods inflict on nfl to chastise him for

a citric, an imiousr:esa , a negligence towards them, or for

breach of taboo." (C. Couuy : 1967 J.l3). illness way be due

':o broach of religious prohibitions or serial prohibitions

.sa.ring divine sanction. It can result from the vengeance or

the hatred of a god. ''This divine, hostilit y may be indi-

vidual or collective, S:hvch ';id readiLy inflict cruel

plagues on his people or his cunts" (C. Conr'	1967:113)

we to the prepon.erenc.e of magic , and religion,

a:. or .rr riters have characterised the traditional a'iedicine

-continued-
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s: ::. ;i3ed medicine magic

and religion as the three large groups of social roceuaes

by means of which man has come to regulate his behaviour Lo-

wards the world around him. 'In modern soci eiy the cc three

groups of processes are marked off from one another, wbi.1..e

in many peoples r.tsey are so closely inLer-related that the

eisent of each from the soot is difficult or irs-

(Tjvers :i$2:l) The traditional non- scientific

medicine thus interpenetrates magic and religion.

Disease . object intrusion:

Discrsc may he caused by the presence in the body of

scne malefic foreign substance 5U.0I1 as a bit of hone, hair,

of wood, or small animals l±Jcc lizards,

.0 1 j nboctn.	ktches might 'shoot' such disease

objects into pL010L	is in sinuA yns halieveci that a

siciLaml Pos t s	0'0...:. 113 L'.. 0T5e UOJCCL. and ..his. s:-

ounce is what causes the discuss AlternaLivelyAlternatively there may

not be anY express idea rcnrdin, the inherent nature oC the

LSPSSC object; only the existence of the abject may be

reported as cause of disease. The main point is that the

intruding object is clearly Ldonuified as a tangible subs-

tance, no matter it contains a spiritual essence or net.

-Y	 -cnntinued-
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Uhen a soi.rft ent:crs the 000y iLhcJ t the aid cC i

t:sni bie veh.Lc I.e , the per;: on may fail 111..	Tha.t disease :.s

caused by the	Lu the body of the superr aturul b: in,s

evil spin	H:ri;	o:;rs r comoun, i:; widel y believed in

ct: C

ike Inc :iInt sipci:nntural halo1 nay wo:ck in either oL

two ways. It may surreptitiuSly enter the body and silently,

cause illness. Only the healer coo. dIcumus ii:s presence.

Alcerna L ively ft may nake its pre:ence ki&n1n U': aneakine

:cug: ee v..ctim.	tr ci a vocal. Spi It. Lu the body is

Lodi spiric po.cr: by Cicni:ents.	'Ike standard case of

:pirit:	,ecaon cited. h7 CiLements is ir	nity when the

;oice of r:1:o coses::d pers nn is really that of the intruder.

:ile distincti	is howevec too subtle nd no material dif-

ferenoc will be made by using tho terms spirit intrusion and

spirit: possession inte::changab.ty.

Stanley and Freed iLagl c i thcraft: and Cu cin', ed John

kLddl_eton , 1967) enumerated mcnst;ruai pain, death of children,

barrenness, rr.scarri.ayE. and siciior other diseases which are

attributed to apiLLt pOSse.SSlOfl.

1.8
	

Soul loss

Di. sease man be due to toss of the soul. There Is a

Ic .Lief aniong aa.uy reop]. es that e nr	.indJv:Ldu al b	a double.

When he :! s asleep . this double per fonta the act ioc.s that take
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lC)rLe J  t1:e events

of the dr:. :m , t;bedoub.e Leavea the. body ía s lee'	bdv

rae S inert; wIwia it is , but the double rioves a lbcWt.	Dhjring

his moe turrial novement in dre.ac:s , the double may meet SOfllC

acc;iaioat and fail to return to the body. Ghosts or sorcerers

me-i e Lso can tr:Lve to separet:e the double from the body.	if

;:arat La.	place, the ill-fated ir1d:i,vidua] [ails

d ;l:3 Ja csthe double is returned to the body.

1. 9	thitural causes and ethnomcdicine:

Stric.kiy speaking, only sorcery and breech of taboo

in Ci ni_nt:s cLass	 c 'atiorl can be c;degorieed as the causes.

.die remaining t;hree - disease. obect intrusion, spirit; intru-

:'i. lots •' :ae rat: .i:ct but mechanism, each is a

• :	'	ect atuributca L 3 :	3huriianor the superilatural

In analysing ci:Lsease causatiun in the traditional

medicine,	C. P ,. 	ignored tenata:L causes. Rivers observed

tarry ea. ly that: the belief i.e causation of disease j.ndepen-

ntiy c  an y actio: or the ID 3: of Liar. bran beings or of

higher powers -..s .rc nbiy unircrsal and exists in many societies.

Rivers further isolated these disoas2s as those which we arc

accoustomed Ce urcup together as rumor ailments .	These

mi,n.or at.Lliic1[ltS ' are].argely treated uj.Lbout aid of any

- cont L) UCI
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•i.hsQd pL.ct..er and by the	;10C rercies	IL

in especially when the disease a:'oears to threaten life that

peo p le begin to think of tb h ymn or the spiritual agency.

Ackernect (1971)	observed that the orixnitive pccpi e

used natural explanation to explain illness that are non-

i:oblesai Lie, highly KOM and very cornon.	"In a great

number of primitive tribes not all diseases are interpreted

in a supernatural mancer, some are regarded as due to natural

causv y . This holds true especially for very common diseases,

such as colds, Looti. nchn, ua.iai [a etc., those resulting

from old age.'	AckerL2ect....

At LJ1eSCOUC tiidc Ackernect was aware of the incons:is

uncy with which such ideas are i s:h	"The same disease

.uht be nacurally orcu!.cr1aLuraLI '.• cu,_:i and a natural

•.csease ma y be created supernaturally or vice versa." (I bid) In

oLnor wards, disease causation in echnornedicine is charac-

carisad by 	dualism. The indigenous people know by their

experience that a headache will pass. The y do not, therefore,

thar about the suparnaauiai causes but accept it naturally.

;bit if the disease persists and does not yield to the usual

treaaent: suspicion grows and it is usual for the person and

his relatives to think about the supernatural causes	sorcery

or divine wrath. A disease ma y , theuc cra , pass Lhria

chases of natural and supernatural causation depending on the

duration and severity of the ailments. In ailments in which

the indigenous people are fairly sure and cptimist:ic about
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he occ ou is, uhey dc not refer to the stipernaturai egency

but: s Lp1y name them and treat them. Thus T/71 l pn a man cats

his foot either they do rothinp or wash ii: and bind it: with

t if the ond does not beul but begins to fester

the \' COrflTUCflCO to trouble about sorceiy and divine ir.l:ervcntion

we consider uae groups of causes as a whole,.he :., are seen

form a scale: the magic uric religious content increases,

.oe oi'e the i..Lusses are i.e. the stronger the influences

of the spirits over the process of illness is proved to he.

However, Isolated rational eJ.emcnts , the existence of

which nobody denies, do not and ore not able to change or

even to influence considerabl y the fundamental character of

H iragico-rel ig..utis system' (Ackernect 1971-23)	Illness

nich io t:;:aii.sitorv and easil': 51. do not create any medical
4-

oc .LoI or hehru ou sic .1. problem.	They do nc inoc	 Liteiu 	the

o .ilca']u Lu of etc hil. h'.cuiour. his ability

Or his socia-cultural relationship. But when the ailment be-

comes critical, it so thilu.ence a "his bchacicur as to unfit

hrin tel' normal acc.ompLshmenL o curs physical and social

.actj..oi:'s '' When a rlsc 1 I so ill that he cannot work, he

•.anniot look efn er his land and animals, his assets shrink, he

cannot aintuin his hebavour and relationship with his family

nd the societ y , the ''disease" then becomes a problem for the

in.... :Lvidu-d .	h	.:	Lv cud medic.:l system is. devised to

treat ti-c H]

-cent injcd-
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1.10 Distinction het':cn disease and illness

In scientific medicine disease is vi owed UI terms of

the germs and the ./1ru305 as a pathological condition that

nzn L. ar . Hd Rcm the laboratory or other forms of cii.uoa1

OWW_LPULIU. but with the tradt:icna] system. illness 15

ate a different chine,: it is	 e ziHal recognition that

person is unable to fulfill his noUeI roles adequately SLid that

.aimething must he done about the situation. 
It 

is the im-

pairment of the role and func:.icn and now the presence of the

disease pathogens that causes the patients to seek aid. In

other words, disease-: as a pathological, concept is different

from illness as a cultural concept. Man's disease become

socially significant only when tkey are identified as illness,

maHunnioning Onn is seen to threaten the individual and

li5 society by incapnciatirLg frun'i effective pe.rfcoiance of

s-oddl roles. AS beg as the germs and the viruses are not

strong enough to produce the inability to perform the role

fulfilment, no cognizance of the disease is taken. Cognition

...Lbnoss is, therefore, the most important element in seeking

-dicl raid.

1.11	Cognition taf illness:

The experience of illness includes both behavioural

changes and feelings of being sick, each of which is intimately

Mated to the social context: i.e. how the patient his family

-continued-
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:icso An	 i;:

nossihic thn an indivicival having an attack of a dIsecs.

ma' still he unaware or its existence in h.ufl and act accord-

niy, On the other aand, peopla may 1: el. and act sick though

there is no evidn.cn of any ob j ectivel y verifiable disease.

Ulriess may not ha related to the biological phanamena at

:1.1. Misfortune such ss a house catching fire or drought

:lure may he cognised as illaess requiring corrective
action. HOW illness will be cocn.Lsc.d depends on the cultural

patterns of perception. Not all societies agree about the

conditions to he CCJnnL€:I a ni1lness. Illness will he dif-

ferently cognised by different cultural configuration. Dii-

ct socimies will pezcoive and Afine iliness in different

ashi.ons and symptoms that are. accep ted as evid.n cc or Illness

one cO1LU:e may be ignored in the flL..L. Cogn. ions within

tHie same society may also change over time.

In the nineteenth century, people in the Upper Mis-

sissippi Valley hardly paid any attention to malaria which is

aday reca .ds'ccl by the WHO as a. dangerou l killing Li iace.

'This is a classic example of how on objectively dangerous

and burdensome bodily condition can subjectivel y , by social

convention, even lose the character of disease" (Ackernect:

1942 :4). The mani i.d Liberia do not consider yA ws as illness

oaemul..es can be repeated which will illustrate how culture

Mines what is and what is not illness.

: nuad -
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On y:LCr; nud he

as an I ilnc;, it becomcs i flrerUt.L Ve to adopt the

corrective stra.Lo g ieS,	LecaL.se illness, we have PeEa, reflects

the failure Lo fulfill the expccLa:ions of a rule and tLe

disturbance of the ext e t axLf social relations.	 '1edica].

^^. Zw py 	C].:CJ	eCli'

.:•.:

Lvcry society will hit upon its own therapeutics and

its own healers to administer treatment of illness.	in

e cornea cross three categories of the traditional

hc h2rbaiist, the diviner and the witch

doctor. Tonehher they are cal led the medi cirteinan and are

.r,narT referred to as the shaman. The herbali s t, as the

r•.:mo indi cates, admWisters herbal preparat ions as a remedy

for sickness. The divier s main duty consists of the diag

-nosis of the causes of an films. The witch doctor is called

uoc r ro identify sorcery and to exorcise or to placate the

supernatural. The three Ly . es Y qzvor flow into one another

•:eL era often combined in the seine indide I . The same

shoran way acninister herbal medicine oree.ribe amulets and

talisman, iz o lte incantations and indulge in the magical rites.

incantations may be bestowed on the herbal preparation before

being administered to the laticuts. All the diiferenL healing

easures way he applied simultaneously on the same patient at

a time.

- continued-
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:	r;.:: I	 C;.C\.' C C. CL	CroCi

paratons and all the traditional r"cdical systems possess an

extensive	. rriia.	CC Of herh	!WCS tern medloine otjes many

of the	hlh :e jo La tt in modern t en LmeiL s to Lhe

discovery by primiLi.ve peonies of tho, medicinal. e ficacy of

	

:rious herbs or roots	Amoub modern drugs which have come

:a the West from the medicine of other cultures are quinine,

ium, ephec1r.	:5503.ra. sagrads. chavimoogra and cli icati.s"

(Ackernc.c: :.Lhd: 122)	The real value of these mdi-

.y:tious bonn icre discovered n..L by the scientific research,

ITJ(fimefltar .7 i- f-hods of tne simple toll-,.

	

Al :h.ouhh tba n.	e, 	he 	list uses these herbs , he

oes not think of them as drugs in a ecientific way at all.

hinks of them as each having its oii hidden power and

ag more by the contact than by assimilation.. I-lerhs are

after!. uned	c.omp lax coinpoun.us and I a preparing t:he compound

ritual nad magic occuly thc dominant ir ICC. The choice of tho

ingredients, the selection of tha dose., the conditions under

.TLCIL the herbs are collected th.i play a role in, infusing the

.a] ing p ower ía the medicamext.. Abuve all, the recipe is

sabject	naicol. treatment 'and its administration is ac-

companied by the uttering of a formula. In many indigenous

people, the same express or rs se.d to n.nj	i2rba 1 prepar Lit, on

harms, anule:ts , art:i. cbs cf dLviioati.uu CO1 he evil con-

LDCtIOflS of ti, 	.e izord. The	 :e difference beween the herbal

-continued-
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fiLer:: diee.stcn in H.:	redJLt1.oni.!. nodici.ne.	°lhe widesprea':f

dIv1.:n between ille.d.t.CJ1G [ren and !orbe.Li st. s in primitive

tribes ha a g:iven rise to the remeture. Cone ins ion that only

the former are guided by superuat:. !..Hb.....	..J.:1i3	H latter

,.e retionaliers .	This thesis so.::.: c:. H u;;.. :oiLed hr the

AcLL;TuieCt 197 1 :22	n) Trciiticna.L theraputics is nor however without its

.i.c ac -id the mcd cnerieci is not a c.c'Dn]_et.ely irrational and

C3

1. 1.3	IL±
Riens notcd t:hot the practice: H h:o re..ples in

r i1:tLfl to cliscese a r.r :;ic ' t a medLey () . 1 H .::nr::c ted nd mean

a cur cue he : are ins trod hr definite iha: concerning

cai.isn tion of disease. Their modes of t.reatraen t follow

directly from their ideas corirerning etiology and pathology .....

ur:•oc, :ricir H the Hi ie fa concern rig the cauation of

C isc' c.:? ih r prneer.:o5 are eho logical Cofl.SC CIU C1I C C of these

Hli efs.	(Rivets l.92?J..:.51). If a run	laid dom.i by sorcery counter

I.J. c is rvidcnt I y the only therapy.	,.hen illtess is brought

:dout by the wrath of god, the latter must be :::cpitiated by

the .itualistic ccremouicr onee social rOstitutiona. If

soul loss is what caused the illness, the obvIous remedy is to

find and restore it. If the ricknss is due to object: in-

:nsioii, e :ractiofl of the malof.i.c subs Lance is obviously the

-corit.inued-
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ierc ri of cAuLca, Hou DKOSS is Lhu roLt .f tHio p c,ncc

afe'ii. I spirits in LhL bod y rIOt1In, short of its expulsion

can corLcct We mala:Lc

A medicine wan must be adept in proviciia, these jrc -

medics. He muse lIrloW how to command tEa. occult: forces and

OY(: 1:bc powu us or means to :Lnfi ucrice LIOn. He must be able

to 	abiliny to communicate with the supernatural in

such a way as to diagnose and prescribe cures for the illness

caused by the supernatural intervention. He should have access

to or contra a cr the spirits superior or more powerful than

AS illuc: - causing spirit	Otherwise he will fail tr

dislod,e wha intruding malefic substance or to drive out or

..LpOl the evil spirit possessing the patient	If he discovers

-	 chat the cause of illness is god or ancestors/spirit, he must

or place _a Fin by i'a proper rites and

When a witch KA cast cc F or a sorcerer has

employed black magic, cL rcedlcinmmm mus o exhibit his power

of over taking the witch or oveL'uh.aiming the sorcerer.

rP-ie mannarism and nu acrobILPS at the medicinemari

appear supe y ficially as a syoh.sadhy. But these are essential.

qualifications of a med.icineman. Because he	s to grapple

with the sltu2ticns which are out at Lhr ordinary and are not

explicable by the natural sequence of events. His role

is danived Prom a system of medical beliefs and values which

-continued-
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aLr cultural pactern. He is as much

a pr:diict of.	L: CU a s the medfciJ. sysceiiseLf.

1 i.	Mcdi cine and c u I i_ ore

Culture, b y definition, represcnt a man-made" socially

:r. I ,evOnt:, experiontlaLLy derived set of rules for living. A

-a-
	s medical. knowledge and bc:liefs are a part of this

c-:ltn.ire and constitute its accumulated understanding of disease,

an ui:..0 ding barn of tria:L-cnd-ecrcr efforts to cope with

One a knedgc of erie s body is in many ways a. product

of the society one lives in. The culLurai construcLion of

illness may differ	:enmively from r.he clinical definition.

d:amendaus ver:La Lions in theknowledge ai.id the beilfs have
NO

;CTi uncovered in research in the. traditional medical settings

(El lan L. Idler: 1.979) .Pho namona considered to be symptoms

of a disease by somo uroups may be regarded as the signs of

hca].clx oa: without any medical. sinificance by others. The

.arthern Amazonian Indians regard. skin blotch caused by

-r

	

	 c sf :cochetosis ar; normal. Dii.iiarzThniscnd certain

c cb..n: : arasitic infections are not considered Lu he illness

among the Egyptians hec.r..s: th y believe chat illness must he

associated	h pain	The ho'u;a of Africa consider the in--

testinal worms as necessary for the digestion. Jews and

ualians differed cc.niderahly in their attitudes towards pain

cent i.nue d -_
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H:H:i i,.	ii	 :	t:sIv	hc;pi1

cases of su i.ger; , curls :LdCrab.0 di.L[eren c:. s in the uJ I

at:ttudes	t:he illness were foLnd among the dii feront

trad 4 tiou:4 gi:ouns in spiie of their being treated at the same

hosplte

e:' omiu	st';. L esscntiallv a SOC]al P1. 0C C Sc.	Iri1011e(i

.i c	i.1OL only a physical unweilness , but alsu the recog-

nitlon chat a].l is not: well en	consequent rcadjusiant of

the patern3 of boh;eiiour and.	expectations. The rea .:1:ust-

men t t:nu: 1. 'es	. U :u7y the indivLdal but. also th.-. faui.ly and

the group. Thoie familr mighu he guilty of the breach of

taboo and the ro th of god tmcht have manifested in a indi-

ciduial member ropresent rig tne whoLe. The sorcery practised on

on. individual roiy ref i.ect the int.erfamiiial rivalry and clis-

iust so nat: Uhe whole fam.Lly is at stake. The problem may

theref:ore be I..ocetcc J-n the fowily and tiie entire family may

::O labelled as ioh	ibe t:gcU o treatment will chen be seen

as	vin- consicie.rarii more then the patien.t S body.

- v	:tli then be c::.rturally constructed.
UA

Pei.Lfs aboi.rt disease causatIon the exparence of

symptoms, Uric spec1:i.c p aLterns of illness benaviour, the.

de:: - 'rsoncerriing tree Ument. al Lernataves, :he acauul there-

reuUic practices and the cvaleeicns of U1erspuutiic OUtC.tCS

all culturally determined.	1cd.Lcine is no\7re lndeendent

- con tinned-
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dynamism depend on the place it takes in every cultural pattern

they depeni dn the pattern AMC" (ce:auct 1.942. :

in other words, culture mediates between the "external" arJ the

ii .	• 1.jH	 of medical s y s tems a n d uhcreby is 8.

d.nn L. oi their content, elcta and the changes

.y unnargo. Ike cuicural parameters provide the rau onale

A, medical practicrE and ensure the success and the ef-

fti-:iveniess of the h ealing devices of the rnedicinenian.

1.15	 -r!75 	ti-IL

ileaUrig is not so .::ich a result of the healer's efforts

as C COflG1tL.fl of experiencing illness and LhCO.&Py within the
-	 .	: :ei ..	en.	Neither the medicine-

-I'

	

	e1ifeccs healing.	It

La the cultural SyStim as a whole Lhat heals ir riaiu.Liig and

c. vderi.n.g the eperience of i.1i_,oeos providing meaning for that

experience and treeLine the personal famil y and social pro--

Ficus tn: unoprise the illness.

'c modicineman does not work with tiestrength of his

n.:'	1	ai:.v,	His rites and c c.IT eeaie s are part of

the common faith of the society which often participates in the

howling preoces b y singing. *nein, praying, abstaining. The

NAR2 weight of the religion, myths, history and commjntv

epirit en tees into the treatment. The strength of the

- continued-
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of LhO holI.ef of the ocieLi	TThc role.	che	die -1. n.

is to mobi Li s	the forces o±.	ocict	to br.eg LL.rc:i.gi1t5

to ear on the	n ss	tiS UCCCGs dc i ends on. his ahili Ly

to :•:	ni L'	ri.)	efrIcienCI y	 ron	hy ridie.no'j.s

(JO !Ot disappear when moJi3ation creates

ccJern p:ofes :; baa]. no.i baa ]	rems is that they c ft:en. are

siiied a C C aes. tin: i1 a. cs e' ( :thur IKlcinaan, 1978:88)

.hc Lt:OI.il1, tnnctic, i: iflvc ives Control of te sickness

ewdLi.etg cf the disease and provision of meanU.ig for the

a experience of sickness	c. t:reatmen C of the

il]ness	i'he Western bic --r.cdicinc provides the rofcssionafs

ioledge for controlL.ng sickness hut s7sLematicslly blinds

cm to the second of those core clinical funcelons , which

Hev iaan neLhcr to recognise nor t:reat" (Aruiur Kleiman:

1979:8)	Consoquently c.ccatment: of i]J..ness remains the domain

ol the occ.L:aaemwa who teed Co concentrate on traat:iog of

s and not the disease.

iei.erajus cul:arc illness is often vLc:wed as divine

nt fe wrnng doing or ontcome of	IL-ex-personal. and

inr f6 -,I- Ii a 1 ri-s ry and. d.Ls s ension	led Lc.Ldiaa, 1 s

experience of sickness fe then c iched in his relationship with

chose believed to be respon.s Ible for the attacks against him

J the chol. feisilv and the social network become iLflVO 1 ved

1

-\
tee process.	Ifi such a situation res tcrat .:.()( of health

-continued-
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-o i:.cr dadends on ':intro1 of the phys ical s ymp	anc the

medical therapy of ncoessiEy cor:Lsts of socLai.. i-ic

Eff cacy ci: the mcdici::.e man chn depcads largely on the

extent to which he can dtc: iLflL'3 to the social. 1rL1t,6 and

re--establish those harmocioL1h u)c.il relationships which are

W the life of the society.

- 	social un.1tr:

Una of ie t:hrcts to the social unity is sorcery

:.,-.-. from the hostility and conflict in social re-

lic.rc,	Nbc:	:.	:c.	the sorcerer, whcn identified,

turns out 1:o PC ic c can	whose behaviour deviates

ccc far from tht: socis I ideal	The public crposur of Lha

.tisoo:Lal person and the eorcisias of nba eviL spirit br.[rics

oncral feeling of r'.il Ci and well-being to the victim, to

fs attacker end to the viioie society. And when people are

enjoying peace of m ind they mend a much improvod chance of

regaining soundness of the hod.

Me harmony and solidarity of the group are also affected

ben the cause of the illness is icuib in the pimi Live actions

cf Vods and s.ces tore . Gods or ounce Lou spirits react to the

anti-social conduct b y visiting ill.nc:s upon the oi:fco.eTsre.

The dknooGsls of illness, then, is inroly a dfa,riosin L	a

:oclal offence that threatens the: narnvrny and the cohesion o 1

tho soc inty and cure of the illness consists in righting of

-continued-
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r:or.	Nhen viewed in t:h is 1. i gbe the. t: 11 	t of

og i:ecome a powerful.	cent 	for the moral bevrcur

od 1:he hesi lag of the. I .lnc:	coee. a sign thaI: divine

::itac:L:i	is L?een r-csrabiis.d	d mu ol hee..Lb cJ .ho

scieL	h'o:n ;TLorc_I

eultere develops a system of medicine. which

onci reciprocal roJ.at:ionsh:Lp to the re.-

e D. i7 of thu world as it is eperio:ce. and coihpre

headed by members of the society. Med.i cal. s y s torns differ

s cultures differ. They are curd liar as cultures resemble

one another as the. universal orohl.ern-solvirg, adapti c e organ

os. The medical behaviour of the individuals and che

oups is incomprehensible apart from c1u.' genera]. Cul Lure 1

fr

::m	.e	c i r ce:'Y:d cn)oly

in. terms ot Li	c.vcc: onLy when they are viewed as parts of

Lde cui	:nd the social. st eture of: the groups holding them

con they he fully apprecie ted, Sinee Pan1ede sh has a distinct

•:oi.Lic ino.iieal system which,

d in the eorte::t of its unique

cuitural peitt:rn.

i. .17	ei?srl of JhngIadesh:

Origin ci medicine in T3angla desh is to be traced to

e ancient India. Ihe evidenee of the AthaLvaveda and Lhe

- con t ii.u.e d-
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minazed te medical scene and the With	H. t H'

u'efs of UVIT spiritsnid the sorcery of human beings forwed

the basis of medicine. Durio Lhe Athnrvavedic period two

main types of heaLing arts we ye prevelant	The first: type

nc	 ons of magical verses and performance

H	 ing about the cure. The second type,

\,h1!c using the nngical .rannui.ae, also U5Ui H :bal.o: Ond Other

mcJcanients. Bur toe atharvaveda states, i:1:: ore hundreds

of mecilcal practitioners and thousands of herbals, but thot

which could be achieved by a collective efforts of them all.,

could be done singly by a charmed amulet." This establishes

Or nupernnwral .nedici.ne during the Atbar-

H.	in later times, bce ever, the distinction

•OL became marked.  The

[) ::'c i n nv2 Hc .:a ne/'a: i . H c practitioner in the

cities and towns while the practitioner of tho &:hnomcdictue

continued to dominate nirtcng the village population -- each

fitting well Am the cultral and social life of his own

Tho I:\U	:;;L.0	.0	Cs.OHO 00'J.

the ethnomedic.at system. When the Muslims came to India they

observed the indigenous beliefs about evil spirits and sorcery

causing illness, The Muslims in their turn introduced the

Unani cyatem of medicine in India. The Unani medicine £

-continued--
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ic:i.ne as KOURS Ly ';r;:	ho:

was widely practised by Cv:	Lz i.J<.in:s be:oie introductiall

of the fl)OUi1fl sclEntifin oLdIwinn.	1 despite the exist ence

of the Ayurvecic system and the i.ntroduc L. on of the unaiii

SvSte:T1, both Firdausul. H.ikmat and Ayeen Akhery composed by

iI and Abu]_ Fazel	 testified to tK widespread

.veiance of the medical beieLfs and practices anchored in

supernatural 'z':Lsat1ou. These beliefs and practices were

cLosel y cono acted with the mcmi and social system that re .

-prasented the cultural configuration. ilirdausul 1-iikmat noted

rite) gain c.n:.ii over people when they arc not clear

:c WV7 nkcy COMOLE some sor t of sin' (Jaggi : page :xvii

Folk Medicine by Jr eel) . As for therapy, Uikrsa: went on

ore are some spiri ts who wa cit snm2thing as compensation and
br-

1 once this is pieced with some sort OI scent in the abodes of

prayer. Another kind of spirit is put to flight by mixing the

i:a:: of mongoose, c°:, snake, hyena, L;u..Lf cow, mixed with their

bilebiles and baked  wtt i it and then 1 L is applied Wrough the

i: r and massaged on the whole, body." Ayees .td'H:ery recorded

coce of tha beliefs of the people about causation and

Rcoae cJ ci was a pUIi.Leheicnt. C) L having in a former

state spoken irreverently to father or mother. The Lure was

to chc imagcs of certain gods with wwo toTer; A gold and

c ve them to the poor. ''Pa in in the eyes was a pun Lshment

Ur having covered another man's Lfe."	'indigestion was a

-continued-
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toi.'	:;hLd

nuni d:mont for: imvLng adin:i.ste rod poison to any one ,	L the

ccineo ci of hi s ma a :er ; c.u y e: ho at. ewir	in c.hr i ty two iangas

O f gods made o.-L' gold.

These rnedi.cal beliefs and practices which existed side

side T jivh the Ayurvedic and the Unani systems, wc:e not

wevar, completely devoid ol herbal. nreparaiofls. the

inolgenOUS L)ractiL ioncrs U aL herbs alone O r ]fl SSOC.li tJ o 

rith the tragical rites. Tha. :n genous medicine man knew tte

mtdicai qualities of the number of herbs and anpticd them

with .SUCCeSS. But more often than not the herbs were so ma-

giceily tree ted that: any intrinsic value cf the herbs tended

:)JUCcd Li	L cLo	c-: :ic	t:'.h.a:

i tneir T :..an aniire.	Thou s.h the enraire is abolished, the

iedpendent governiran :s ii: all the t:hree countries of

p.iaJdesh, Fakistae and India promote and patronise the

:tc.rn sVstc.m.	ut the indigenous mcdlcal neliefs and prac-

aes have not been desLrnved-	.LtO OXiS c as	system rapre-

se.nL..n the m.Lx.ure ot supernatu co element wLLh the use ot

herbals and other medicaments. Jaggi (1973) has designated this

S37 13t.Cn as folk medicine.

-- '	(1--
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.i_. I1_	Eolk medicine in Bangladesh;

There is n tendency in Bcni.adcsh to confuse the folk

medicine with the Urkani-rd the Ayurvedic medicine. But

aiLoridcs secm tO he UIfl JJOUS LU [reaL.L n folk scdic..Ln C

separately from the Ayurvedic and the Unani systems. Arthu

.L:.Inrnan (1973: 86-1p) classifies three arenas of medical cx-

rieiicc cud i:caccion; namely, popular, professional and folk

The popular arena comprises principally the family

coitex.t of sickness. Between 70 to 90 per cent of sickness

is man ccod solely by home re1ei Los without the aid of any

outside hoalar.	"The pro.;:ossi:siaL arena consists of profes-

sional scientific ("Western'' or"cosmopolitan") medicine

professionalised indigenous healing trad.Ltic'ns (e. g. Oh Loc

yurLedic, Unani and Chiropractic)	'olk arena lies in between

• ad consists of [he non-professional healing specialists.

3s1±e (1967) similarly brackets together ''highly trained

oraaticiouiers of the indigenous medical systems of South

Asia' i.e. t.:iue Ayur. cdic and t1.e. Unani and 'cosmopolitan

..:medicine" LK scparately categorises the specialists

in the folk caNcIne.

(..046) finds in folk medicine a. "Strange

mixtuc cf n ic nrimirive traits with degenerate high cultural

el.emcnts	While the primitive medicine is non -scientific

medicine Ackcrneckt views folk medicine as either non-scien-

tific or quasi-scientific in nature. The two systems are

further distinguished by Ackernect b y the degree of the

-continued-

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



tLen :hc is h:Lgb in Lhe rianitive and low in the

lye I.h mcdi cine in Bii uesli is t:herc'.iore(its L rtuis-led

to :.h from the AII.JCt 0 and ie boar	tcL1. on the cuo hand

and the pr tmitHve !aca:Lcn.0 on the o thor head. For pnTosa

of the Instant study the foLk medicine is conceptualised on

H :.	y:i.	H

	

t is	part :1 te a O.	.h t. an c: hc society taasmitted

verbaLly f- ......Le parents to the children from the older to

the - '7 0-Oxc-er	1 eatiun. This transmission takes place by

aanT'raL aci.jaoh :Tnd Lin'L2J_urEcl processes.

Hi . : sy.La. dHn.Laa..	.LHf in the Super-

,'atural. causation. thaman.istïc practices are however combined

tth oral adnlinislratic;n of herbal preparations. The therapy

.
	J.,	;7by specialists who have no formaltraining

ia the medical arts. The folk system is dis tinguished from

the Ayurvedi.c and the Unanissr ems which nave written codas

and a ehorate ins Li utional arrangement for ir.ucing special-

asos. As Foscer and Anderson (1.978 )por1toue, in the AyurvcdLc

and the Vnnri a y e tem, 8 sensatc	. .Hv no role.	In these

systems, health conforms to an equilibrium modeL. When the

basic body e].emants -'the humours "are in balance appropriate

H a :na arid conditions of the mdi vidual, health resul Le.

balance i.e upset from ith out: or from H chin by natural

toracs such as heat or cold or ec times strong enotions/fo..Las" (p 56)

continued-
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foi.k wedic..ae as ASPA above

1,19	Schcse a C the st:dy

The instant sudj is based on field work in a village

C Bangladesh. Chapter II gives a review of the village

--h.-	 rid ins people, where as Chapter III deals more specifically

:.L.tn the womenfolk of he village.

Conceptions about disease and the common female

diseases are discussed in Chapter IV. The prevailing beliefs

about causation of diseases held by the villagers and the

village women arc discrihed in Chapter V. Folk healers and

nun rres poted in Chapter

Ii
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L..ca	:L_iae an(i .LLC Pen.i.c

The researeh unfolds in the village DhanLu.ra. Bangl.a-

dsh l.a	land of vii laa, e..	a I. vi .i. eLious not. ith anding

1*: basic pattern of.' Lh.a society and the way of liCe of tha

ople resemble cosely in all the sixty-ighL thousand

e.liages that hold nearly 92 per cent of the population of

LLIC country.

2.1	}ThySLLJ. features of the villae Dhankura

Lankura is situated in the Karat fa Police Station of

the ditiict of Tanga LI. It: i.s a fafily big vi lIage with

area of 4,9 ecres . Karat ii, the Folice Stnion for

Ic' c j; -	away on tjie southeas' a .	The dis tr:Lct

headquarters of langai. is about four miles to the northeast

o C Lhenkurn	The. Dacca-i1ymensingb hil.ways pass by the

village. A :':egular bus service connecting Dacca with Tangail

and Mymcnsingh plies on the highwa ys and t:oucbes near the

ane. Cycle Rickshaws also p ly between Tang-all and Dhan-

,ea, and Karot a and Dhankura along the highwa y s. Rickshaw,

teing a costl y roaa as ot cr:anspsr: as useci by only a

of the rach villagers. Inc middle incoiie groups use the bus

service. BuL the inaj ority of the popix walk no iangat1.. and
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C;.cr	ivae.	:a

interio.c of	.L.LJ.a'e is acoc sibie on]. y on foot:.	There

are narow muddy wa 1. patiJis .in Ida t:ha vi.liae,e ,'htch are the

on! `7 eotnr:unLcaL1cn .i.inl.s	Tha.o paths go under tie wa :cr in

the ui.nmner when communication with:Ln the village becomes

-i

rm	
::o:	iJoh

I : :chcs, marshes and land deprossitma
	

Cult: i. vab I e

lands are scat teed throughout the village. In between the

a1ab]e laaLs t.hc: dwei1 4.ng areas appear as clisters with

their dwe ] ].inp ho c- trees and ho hcs	TNre are a few

meadaws in ahich trees grow it.Ld

	

ou.gh the village.	It cies up

of water. In rainy season it

orerfiows inondating the iliage. The walk paths go	under

and navemen t ii L ha vii. 1 a : , e b a cc:' IIIa s cliff I. cul c

The iL'ver !aHan.g flcn7	) toe west-side of the

	

Nc. rt;ua:	:.aa;;:a:. Dl.Ct through the	vcr as the

Ir
	

Lvcr had is S1LLIIOW
	

In winter the river dries up and people

£ I.. CU .L CL) i.

i.ankura is divided intc) sIx paras namely, Poobpara,

Pas	a, Madh.yapara, Uttarpara, Karigarpara, and Bashak-

aira. Pars is a dwelling, area. Paras representing dwelling

- con L :Lnued-
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:::.:7	 t:1	•:	flUi	 tT5b].(	].•ah;,

canals and walk pnth, Usually members of s. few kin-groups or

fictional groups tio iu one pare. DwellLrgs inhahiteJ Ly

the c..lftererit grou T)s 1:Lrirtg in a pare are oftm. merkd out: by

boundary waJ. La made of Ua.:boo sticks or by t;rcas and hushes

is theoundery	Dcelling houses enclosed wLthin

boundar y are together called ban. A pare is coo.posed of

neinboi. of bans.

Within the ban, the dwelling houses are further sub-

cH..vided into households. The basis of the sub-dLtsioa or

th& ba.ri into household is joint mess Lng i. e.  ccmnnon kitchen.

All dwellers ma bark do not usually belong to one kitchen.

The smaller groups usually che nearest kins , live together

Qua kitchen. Ttio'e cho have a common kitchen constiLute

ftc	.	rior ot	seholos nn the
ban. The foLlowiag table gLes the distribu t ion of households

among Lee pares

Table	1

aunibucicn cf households eccordine to Iara

Number of Households

Poobpara
Uttarpara	 68

Madhyapara	 39
Pashchimpa.ra	 71

38
- as hakoara	 57

- continued-
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t:.:	71

St'iC tures	Itic :.hi dc which arc poor or rn:l 1 h	C-ne

fhr? rich ;L .ljtflljc:nL Lcft.:ehrld3 or

houscL .. i	c'io:1 lsrc icberbip mov Lave a varmtI 	of ch.ei-

ling s 	u 	 . lii. the later housaho .ls, the dwellings are

:il.l crourol : ccu.:t.y.;.	A l 	the dwellings open to this

curtyird called uL1:.:tL Ac regeds hou ehoi.c:c with single

.UC1:UrOS, the uthen is the conimon property of al.l the

households faoing the courtyard.

1050 of the dwell	s. ctures have mud or bamboo

walls. The roof is made of st:raw. The nature of the cons-

truodon oi the d iling horses ic the evidence of the general

poverV_ y of the v:L.i.iags . Ca].. a aandful of the rich villagers

iflO ' ces	:;cc.L.o	 irv2 one	clfn	SLrUL.LuJ:e

which is used a; the Peh rocm-oum-icitchen	in the early winter

and the dry sunurer days, the poor households cook their food

ct acorner of the ut:hnr. under the open sky ±n ear:i1.en oven

.Jleu chula The fuel used for cothina in the earthen oven

is jut.e- .ticks,wood and dr. Ieac;es.

The rich households maintain a separate cookshed

where food is cooked so -.., , . , A .L no sc'r\cd .	At one corner of the

o okshed a dhcki L s iJ ''cd	Dh71 I is a ar p Ii. dcv: cefor

.o:skng tie paddy.

-con cinued-
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i.tc.co ,	.L	Lnor	tora roon OS weli.

One other 	 essentiels ore st:orod In. a portion

of the ch:et.Ling s tr•eL.ure. The rich hoee_r , have sep.are te

L. tore roon called . la-ghar .	In come rich bouselioldc , there

outer room facing against the uthan. Here the

i... '.	received and entertained, The poor families can-

ot afford such lu.".urv. Vi. sitors who are relations are taken

into the only dwelling. Male visitors who are not relations

ore ro cc.ve outs . Lo the house under the open shy. A mat

	

:rct;	be placed on the earth for tio cue ts to i: on

If the purpose	t 	vL.'.i.t Ls horo the meeting between the

guest and the host r:akes place. in standing position.

	

•	:..00ci-: ;H:; ti	ci life ore practically absent.

...................................................................ee .	'ihere	is	no	medical

alt . no club, no play groond.. no community centre. No

quai.i.i led medical	et:Ltior1or practices in the village and

thete rs no disperiseoy or chemists shop. Two ramshackle

ui the side of the Dacco--Tan.gai I J:lighways keep

*	.• ,	. The essential articles like spices and safety

matches,	No ma on t . '. 1. ......... . .1O	J.J.i1t either daily or

weekly. The people buy tzbe:Lr	ntals from the weekly

market (iat) at Karatia.

1•

-ceILLinued-
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4
There are ten

::ubc -wells most of which rertniiJ out of orer. . Though these

are installed at Coeri1rncai: cost and should he used b y the

public, in practice, most of Lhe i:ubcwclis aic sunk in the

courtyard of the rich farmers. Some households have mdi-

•rits wej..L; whosE supply is very inadequate, Many households

:rik water frcm thn p::0. For washing, coking an.1 taking

huh, VliLagc.rS use the pinds of which thern are eleven in

e village.

2.2	h.:uuiation of the vi11ae

At the L me of the stu dy, the popu:L ion of D1nkura

was 1,759 excluding those w1c live away from the village and

^ L nlil^ v fins Ino to	The age group dis-

CrA-	sho.mi in Table-H.-

Table	11

P opu lation

	

IieJ_e	 Fet:ialc

27

	

226	 223
	112	 13:3

	

99	 70

	

51_	 64

35

	

3 •	 2

?355

- 10

+	1	20
-

31
41 - 50

	51	60

l and above

1

To tel

635
449
260

169
115

74
57

75 9

cork C i flu
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ism

in relatively young.

than half ci the pc;puia.t. co re below 20, and rouhi une-

nth are above 40 years.	On the average  the 6opu.] :. . •.a-i of

g [ . 0] .deh is youngin age

Tn Dhankurn the average u lue of the household is 6

otal nue'oar of household in 301 i.e. there are 301 kitchens

in the village. The ratio of male/female is 946 females for

100 malo s

The population of Dhankura are spread over six paras.

The distribution of households and population according to

para is shown in Table-Ill:

Table -. 11.1

Visuribution of iiOU:.3chDldS and
L•:uiaL1Jn AccorC1Lru to hara

Para
Foohpa:a

Ashchiwpar,-,

IvandLa

KnAgarpara

Bashakpara

No . of Households

71

6

No. of Population

161

19

219

226

332

T5

-contin.d--
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Of the Titernes, 242 are mele. and 135 are Miles. The

f.::j.ale population trails behind, the i:a1c in Uteracy. The

comparativc low [1 eeL1•.cv of the woman is a g on e ral feaqnc2 in

B:ng .i. ado s ] .

AS persons are c..i:eily married: 302 maies and 326

	

i. 	factors seem to be responsible for the higher

p^^psiCvv -1 the married females. Firstly, a number of the

migrant husbands keep their families in the village. Seconcly,

some husbands have more than O.IC wives. Lastly, women are

married at a comparati vely tender age.

2.3	C'cpatioothePeo1le

Table-IV shows the occu p ation of the male population

Occuoat.n.a.1 Ditributionof

c.unaHon	 Number of Persons
;dittia1Occupations:
) iriculture	 194

b) Vilae craft	 68
c) Village trade	 31
ci) Religious profession	 3
e) Full-time folk-healing	 3

	Lo-total:	 299

- cc:nti_nucd.-
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- IV (i!J1i1ed)

Occi-oation

a) JC:h in tP o office
L)	Job in tron.Eport sector
c) Rickshaw pul.timr
J)	'[asonry

her urban OccU)at10flS

a 

Number of Persons

23
35
10
J. 1

6

85

364

Total c.rk.i.np, population in the village is 38. Of

LLCfl 299 work in toe tradi t:Lonal occupation.: s	os	:r .cul-

rure, village trade nd craft. In cii 19- ioe: are directly

noecte with the work in the field. 68 persons earr:: O

in traditional cocueculon 1ik we 3 r:.ng, carpentry,

slar small. craft. work. A tcO.nii. f .31 persons engage

in trade, some do grocer7 busiaz:ss, others deal in ri.ce,

iilees. and spices on iim.ali scale. There ore three full-time

healers in the village. They live no the income from

;eir healing profession. The craftsenn engaged in their

iruporon 1icreditari1.'	The y ore the remnants of the ancient

CL flL ii ideL s tei	o	' the necess ic ,

of life were produced and supplied wit.liin the village. With

the en: sore ot ti:e vIllage to the m :n t occ;o- , Lee small

traders have appeared. •rl0y usually buy the excess

1
	 Occk cf the vilLagers and sell in the nearby hat.

- cent :Lnue d -
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•	 I'..uaLad near .L;ngai town and the Dacca langoal

the \rilla.p has been ex posed to the modern eccupa

-	early 22 rer cent of the w.rking population work out-

	

Ld ' t'	i-.l.i	a:	r..ua 1 erL wo ke.r , offi.re ressenger or

fl7	•.Hi	s	 lar oE:: pie. ion.s.	23 poon work

in different offices at Tangail. They go to the workin;; place

morning and retun to the village in the evening. The

3t number of 35 are engaged in the trarlsport sector due

LLIYLLI.LV :.O uwo	as 	namely, the geographical location of

the village and the kinship network. The village isgeogra-

rhicaliy siJ:uo .o	.r. en area whe. a mc or vehicles are the

m.in me-m ci eo:mn .	. Thorc i no rai.lwv in Tangai. 1

Buses p lying on the highwoy	ro the c'iy connection between

cca-Tsngail and Mymc:Lsi:h. Situated near tto h.Lghways,

he people of the village are familiar ith this mears cf

ans p ort and seek employment in the t .ransporL sector. One

out--migr	. from the village has .et up transport business in

Tangeil town. He rccroiJ:s worKers from his extended kin

circle	driver, hepe•;otnd ai c n a n. i cs	Thus the village

OH t	i a una peop.o o the h<.uru a e roor. "'hey

eat inadequate food, wear minimum of cloths, and receive

i.Ltrle medical a..d :Lo. sickness. They liv. l in shabby huts aid

h.:e	lo recre: ticool facili L:i.03,	Poverty is visi.b.e

.L:i.viug pa: tern.
1-

- continue ci-
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I

4	iigicnot1Jhankura:

Dhakura is prcdotinantiy e Muslim village with a very

small minority of T i1aa3 . The 1L!_ndU households number only

17	.Lriution of the pouleticn and the households by

religion i: shoLtI in 1Thh1e - V.

Religion

this 1.

FiXa3Lt

Table -

Loi in Dhmkara

Households
No. Peentaje

	284	94

	

17	6

Population
NO.

1664	95

5

fho 17 HAD hunwo h oldsare cncent: to J in two Paras -

V^s hak :.na	ico oi a. T7iora is no Hindu huasehod in the

o :ha: four pa.o0, . The maj ority nf the Hindus belong to the

low ca. to and are hereditarily engaged in orai work, A few

do, sila]J business. Even among the Hindus, those castes are

down-trodden and exercise little  influence in the Hindu social

:ost::m and the rituals. In Lhanhooe. the Hindus do not have

:. -i.i.aet wich the Muslims in th e social level and there is

i.ittls into-anion between die ov qrQ p 1ming Muslim niaj Or: L y

and the small low caste Hindu minority. In clew of its in-

significa n t siz , the IU.udu connunity has been :Lgoorod in the

instant study. The research has been limited exclusively to

:e. Muslim society of Dhouhura.

CM

--continued-
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oc .l divis.on in Dhankuro

ho po.	o.LDhar. kura are scnrontcd. by the lineage.

is dis'tinguishod	1rwn d.00lgnat.ion and

every mead:er of Lho ScgocnL O:irri	d:ation wLh his

name. as a dist.i.ngui.shing mark. hïi the narue Aodur Rahmar Khan,

a-- example, Khan is a lineal des1gra t: lork and signifies that

+
	 do:: ehrnan is horn in a Khan line,-,-e.  The distribution of

:e. popdaLion by the lineal des 14,, 	is given in Tab le-Vi.

TabLe - VI

fPopd.aLi.o
Ac cord 1fl tO Linc

Linea]. Destnoti.on	Ne.o of Households

She.ikh	 148

7

iarikar	 38

1	 2

PPu latien
88.5

533

45

192

9

The	cial sclid.a::i.ty :mP cohes.Ln is greater among

-	a ot :acb. Lineal group tL .sfl cetwefl tac gooups. Between

4	 groups thera is marked social serarat;ion and pro-

hibition r:.:u I	.. _e	n.1 coat:.. -	ore crows are

further torn by [ho -in t'i-- group rivalr y . The main signi

ficance of the group:i.ng is that ii: is related to the pOlitical,

..................

1
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They	V.	:0	..	leaders Plf arid ste IL s among

the villrp:r s	They claim aristocratic roost ry .i.i:.1 forn an

cad	mcus c;roiep	1 hcbi ecoaom.i.e	is based co too. Land

0,	
-L 	Being bi r land owing Class, Sheikhs have dorrnat:e.d

e.•o'	tiiC	:'i:0io.i:.

ha.do:.; last decades this groua has acquired considetab.Le land

ownership and economic power. With the aoquisiti.en of the

new economic power Khans also claim aristocracy of oricestry

b y tracing noble birth	r1Cy often chl1.enge t:ho craditional

ads :ccracv ad SLikh. iihsoa have been trying to have

sapremacv in the village politi.cs arid. the cosimunicy leadership.

s ..	1.	ceo any open clash be. troca. the.

da:.: : i.se the Shalkhs '.soi.n to be the

largest rou.p - 'o:et.oer . the Sheikhs still receive highest

respect cod	.L:co hhe people o the village.. But each

Of :he s'oo	has hatred in their mInd for ;-he ocher. The

.......aa and the Sheidths hid never establish anij nlaPr.Loge bond

4	'aug tiO, Such c.ndogamaus praoice is hir local and is

o..m. 	L t te rivalry	..............	for pss;cr with-

in t p c.nnuni.ti. The Sheikhs of Dhatur.a has morriarre bond

with the Khans outside the village. Bo-,- within the village

.,,	.. ......	eO.	scc.

Ed
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-
a smeL roie and does not tCLs a landed

a. s1ocrrcy.	Ti.ic..r C)	tence is r)t sL oniy felt.	They

hnrc	J_teE:.rr1.Lag2.	•.iifl ii2 I..1	)':	 r': hsv.

t1	H: nt±'m: L,;:.:	}.Lfl	HIJI;	tihh	n.J

the K10an. dot: they are closer to the K- n ., than to the

Shcih'is

Kai:iI':ar are can side .. ..d low status Masiims.

- :	:he groups forms single endogmoue group. They never

ifiterisarry wLth U.	OLber segments of the viJiage. Both are

neredrt:sry occun)it:Lonal groups anl derive their social role

ti'O1 the. ceOfloflilo role that they perform hereditril:. The

dhuui beat- the do	The	uce o: . clotHe home at

menually operated Iocs .	•' L.'e groups resemble the caste

	

ire of the Hindu soc Lety	rJHIere. is no socia.L :Lnter-

be ,ca	1ec	-:a! ensi. groups od. the other groups

0 ha:i'ire the Uu.. Lies ar Lhes dovided int o 1:he high

and the!.o:	;jtus .ro . ps by birth.	But cech of the here-

ditaL-r status group i.s also dicided into hierarchical segments.

hier rcbyLs d erLanc by too inequality in income end

;csseSsjcn, of land. Three	aad status eroups are identifi.ed

as oira- loke (eont..cv) , grrr;esres yrtudlo C c farmer) , and

kamla (wage labour). Bhedraloke own lands, but do not thnselves

;orlc on the telc1. They ieher emp loy full titLe labour or ]eeo out thei r lands

to the share cro:'ots. 'ftcgirl-nstos refer to those whe nrH oe the fields. They

are either owaer•-euLcivstcrs. or shero-aroppers. The kun.las are the hired

-continued-
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1nbr.	:hey avu lardicas and work as agriculturat labour

for wage.

Me firs L t: broc liner]. gro pps hav: the three cub

jups,	hxi. lccc:e of the sub-grouns doi;ot: however affect

the social cohesion and the .i tcr:ctious within the grcup,

the Li ne playing	un riding binding force.	In . jitc of

t:o •.-•LJ'1 t	0	:or:i.cstatus, inLr -ma::i.-o beLoce	a

:i:d'.i.:he

	

	cte of cia (sa y ) ShMh ].i ee he does

Bat there i:r...:) icLcrsarrac:a beownwo VM

, C I ths Khan liuvage Lnd cL	C

QeZv Of a Khoo always;.;s parfer his lineal group in the

rclactiia of dir- Taor:Jre partners. BAN and heredity there-

fore pl ay ascaaar role in ti -social relationship than the

C:cjTiC- LO status

The small Hindu communicy of L31LO.Uiurn is (TiV1UCL1 L) La

a numb-ar r' 3.cw ca.s Les	There is no high caste Hindu in the

I
	

Each of the :.asw y is an endogamous g:.::oup. They

.1	 PAQ to M he— Wary occupation

in thelo fL E: L t i!.: C5L..

2.6	Distriburion 	. groups amo y a the para:

The groups live in cluster anJ there is conccrItradLoLl

of some groups in one paro and of others in anothe:: pare.

Table - VII:r. I shows tha distribution of households according to

the groups :LC. the pe:ruc

conticnted-
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1.	 :s no i , bsL c	.	rntion of house-

holds as well as b	•:	- mti	 -Vu . L

of the isudless housonulws	 l:,:;:h'•. this PHra'

The para is ccrpar' t'vely por,

ttsrp ara. is MAM At-' . iiiinly by ohn Fhons. Three

.g land owners of An ste live in snaM o us and WL.Li-Luil

+

	

	 ri.. This para is the hub of the village politics. Thu

rhsr of Lhc union pa:sishad representing the village is a

ras ieient of LII S para. The last gram p rad.ian was also from

taroara till his death during the period of the study.

Cue of shc nominated female mcsd:rs of the iJnior:i Porishad

Aso baiosgs Iscro. The growing poll. tLc.LsaLion of the village

is a pointcy 'o thn fcue: Qat the Khan group has eurezed into

e'.e village potitrL'.e and is makinn a bid to aecoinnodate them-

LYO3 along ¶.t5 or to altogether oust the Sheikhs who had

so lang ds:s,i es cad the vi.11au single handed. Ti'il.s rising group

caned their: eccuss to the land ownership during the last

r: cide and as the nan but the growiil.g lend owning group have

a: tq l ay to p1ev a new il.c in the s lo-pol itical. life of

4	 ' :- ; villaac ROOF to tension. between L:iie Sheikhs und the

Knrilcaic p ara sccommodccus the Karikars exclusively.

Karikars are weavers and weave mainly ivag,.i. which is We

'pular Inlnswaar in Bangladesh. In Karilsarpara, Lucre is

u household of the Sheikhs, the Khans and the "i1TZC5 who

-continued-
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Diri.bLon f Eou-'hoLds ccord. ng
to 1:I-io GToi.)s	tb- Paris

PaL 

-	Nicbor ol Hous holds of.- Eaci.1 Group

ashcimpnr3.	71
	

6	 A-	 2

39	 23	13	.3	 -

62	18	44	-	-	-

3ashzpsrs	5	0	 -

	

rrpnra	38

28	2	 -	 -	 -

'T :tIiL2 113 L. 1::1	 i
-11 

10	•:.obpa.ra is pr 1otnIn :]y Hhan.	The ma ority of the

ho 15 era	:a:i . ... nO are Inainl:1 subsi.stance farmers.

:..o rormer vLce - chairi-:n of Lhc Union Paris had lives in this

a. tho pet O t .... ! i	conservative and tradition

o.dsso that t.har do oo. send their child.ron to the

Khans. T in 	ia i marked by the residence of the bi load

o -ners and has rhe highest concentration of tho rich house-

holds. However, IL also contains a oi he varioty of occu-

lhese are	irhst:as , 1:.am]j , ri.eksh ;.o..] L or,

Luochonics

-. continued-
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1:	the	-	.	 L :•;fl ci house-

holds as well as hLghes c:c.ncentrot.ioo of the She.L1ie	Ilumber

of the . ndless households i. ei:	t[ie largest in this para.

Tia par..i 5 ccmpar'tively

Utrp n:a i inhal:i. hod jn:ird y :y .be T•'hon .	Three

all owners of tOe para 1 ive in spacious and wc.lt-Li.Lit

mis Para is the hub ot the village politfes . The

of the union pis had representing the village is a

resident oi LLL, para .T.e last sun pr odhan was also fren

Uttarp era till his Cata during the period of the study.

Cole of ehe non:inato.d fenaie meribers	the Ucion Perished.

also heloags here. The growing pol.itie.Lsation of the village

i a pointer to the fact tLet the Khan group 1; en he - cii into

d.c viJ.Lcige politics and is making a bid to o:oouieedato them-

ives along with or to altogethor oust the heiRhs who had

so±cna dDmL.us ted the village s:Lu .L e handed. Tii s r ..to ing group

earned tt.e i i: occu:;	i:.; 	i..und owec rohip during the iast:

decode. and as the run,; tot. thegrewing land owning group have

en	il1g o pto'r a n 	role io tOe Se :10-go1 itical life of

Lage leadLog to tcnsion ltween the Shelk.hs nd the

Karikarnara accomisodate s the Kanikers cxcl.u.c ivoly.

Rankers are weavers and weave ieinl.y lungi which is the

opular ieanswaar in Bangladesh. In Kanilcarpara, there is

household of the Sheikhs, the Khms and the 111rzas who

.g

-ccntiriued-
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took AnVI ;pan •-	 oCCUati.r13l group Ps IM7.

Mo thcc groups ui.Il abhor establishment of any SoCtd.[

relaLinship wich the Ker! 1 n r.	A marriaps bctr • 'een ri iarLkar

ond a be1<.h or s Khan or a if rza is inconceivabla.

(J.:: not curl [lfl7 land except. three households  who h-ue	I

hcldr

-4-	
bkprca was originally inhabited by the Hindus who

;c .o.-; Llv evacuated to Tnd a and the Sheikhs have tuikeLl

.Je. Low Hindu housabolds Wong to the Tant:i

the Shill,	he Suciadhar. The Tant.:i are weavers of sari

and era i)peleri y kflO,'fL as hsn.ik , LhE Shills are the barbers

and the ShLjdbacs are We carpenurs. New iumtqrants of

Pashaknara are mostly landless or near landless. There is

regular interaction between We people of Bashakpara and

,).C? PC Tech, HaWya and Pu':

as once a colt 5U.CjOOL vi....agc with at 1.

:ho necessary funr Anna.A nnal groups. People had everything within

YO 11.1. age - barb r : , carpenter, .L]512ci311 , CtC	but. Mn

Lnz oumigration of nhe caste ronns, pcnecrarion , of out -

4,	 :j j dC •::	and coact. with An Loera, ni.	eL Lhe craditional

fmccional 'rccipe ''eC:JPlC (1Vs... etuTcel WOW the village end

thus self- uffieient. character of LLic coicilunity has been

re
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L	 IL L

Like all oher villages in P. r T 1adeSh 1;lncl i. b the niLn

I and land hr.ilciing Loterher

nivin	LKO Min	
of wealth, power and position.

p j ,,, j V, t j,n pf in] is shown Lri the Table-Vti.T..

-4VAR - All

C:_1 ot Lan :1 IJion2,

t Li	i1. C ru	s

rid

ninearn Croup

S h v .Lkn

Ri-ian

r il:.a r

n:L I

ird.a	1

Land1e.

57

2

35

U

-
diu	Small.

	

14	30	47

	

5	31	15

	

-	 .-	 5

1.ad is not e:.,cr ly di stri_!:it:ed anong the members  oil

-.	Sycjpv, in the large Lwo groups, number of land-

a:	HIs is quite high. Moreover, the small laud

owners are under N eavy ecunani.c pre...uTa w' 4 run the risk of

becoming landless lcau.se the Q7e of their farms is too smai.L

to give them two square meals a day,	:j fat ].ura or an

.i.iT:C	 ]1 	UPE J:1H.1 Irrans t.H?F1 to 50.1.1 eel: and
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Li	Zi.h.,'	:ilso h.o-:vii.y .!ndcbtcd to the

I  (ooLo.v- lLrs)	hiuy wH nvci- be ahi	to .uay

:he debcs	Only a hanuft.L ct hocsei!olos have sufficLent.

lanihol ding. They foi:m the bij.]ioke GInSs aud 11dY the rote

f- the guardi an of the e im.mit.y rid the preserver of L:.,

o der and sanct:i Lv o [ the soc i. eys	They dominate the

J . 	jOfl5 and pfl\ d the tiOK JLO tOO overnment

+	
LCh is inc ocasingly getting :Ln.olvei ii -,J-11- : life	They

ft. mioor disputes s t in i udgement on [he breach of the

o:..cute, the sociaL •sancLii.Oas

dcncI. The villagers hardly ever

uge their suorama cy. LJue. of the reasons is .hat rho

ordinary vi Lnoero are	in aebt: with them or ai:e share -

croppers of the Ihari:ca]eke class or work as the woe labour

ot r lands	Noroover , the governmcfl I: agency like the

and the rural development departments always favour

chl.s cLass.

l • ;Y:' CLS	.i	lanloita

O:O3.OI. LILiJ.L	toe houae.old is the

&	uncc:: ft an.d the domes tiC un:i.t. The hcu.scholds in which the

a cc main I y a t. wo types - too cingle ouseho l.cs

and the joint-households with the single type preponderating

Only 16 per cent of the households	j oL ii stra .

rFhP pressuc o [ :tncreeaing porerL:: with the resut tant J andtcss-

as lias generated a trend towards nuc lean anition of the

conLiid
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..:il.v s uru(:c;.: .	in Phnkura.	The joint households that

still exist ore concentrated within the rich farmer households

	

AI.Lhcugh	oint household is being ore d.r1 , the re--

mnants of the sunuur p (0) exist in the emerging nuclear

famii..y	in the new single households brothers, sisters, and

no novicavio itinNd MA w the nnpLranon A too

un ar: Led sons from the kitchen of the parents but

has cot secured the release of the sons from the guardianship

ol the parorcs. Father continues to have an overriding

his children., though separated in kitchen

ThD nuclearisoLlon has Led to the -conar f u independence but

not tc che saviahindrcn.dc.:.'o.	DK An y a bus a strong

itriache I structure, in this patr:Lacttt network respect for

the parents and the rLciars is a no;ni that is strongly adhered

to. This sort of values d.Lcte tes a ytQWI1-u1) son to elicit the

and obey tha parents in Lbs it tors that conc:rn him-

SCA, As wife and cL.lcIroc. On the contrary, the parents

	

An	 iown......ip son will look aktuL Mv younger

.	:1	.5	The responsibility of th e Alldren

towards the parents continue afLer death for the son has to

perform rItes LOt the imancipat:Lon of the souls of the parents.

The bond of the responsibility and the concern for the younger

:.L..5O s'.1 :s: ':tcrsncvcu end 2ycothough cvuYvone ;i.:y r55r0\;

ccnin fliS
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:je cr. 1 ct ::n 1 acquire thAw own problems. The social

struc ture, thus, does rnn cncorrLge indivi duRi ism in the

socal reLotL.;iu.ihi's, ra.:her, , on; q ras a soci.1. co.esion that

enables people to withstand the calamiLi es jointly and

courageousl y. Moreover, the separated son still Anes in i.h

samc cornpcu'aci i.e. in A2 some harl . The son has a separate

..'eiLl:i.ng o L:o cere b y He side of the parents and facing the

oioc courtyard and is thus a comnoneuL. of the broader circle

bar., i;. zAV.0 toe father being the elder has the guardianship

Except ccH . end ca ting separately, Ac individual household

livcs in Yhe ceo. rmuou.a interaction with each other within

Ve haIL. Seolo]. Lu t ion of the WdividuaP bedlils within this

lancer kin circle, WE li_jo n. :e :n is innu]_deu within it.

2.99	Sent in Dhc.nkura

Th e hoIlsal-lolds ore integrated with the ban, and the

barr In turn is i0tCraLTaC with the Saaiaj which is the broad

origin of E5n di H is an old as the

Its me!v'. .......includes the close and

'' '''':tt kin gioups.	din relationship 3]iiifl, dome of the

I ds has • clue to the rapid growth of population, ex--

tended beyond recogrii I. Lou. Tlec is practically no ki.nsiii.

terminology that niav link some of the househoKs. But tra-

ditionally they have been so closely associated with the

Samaj that membership of the StLThaj continues to he cultivated.

-continued-
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becausa t is ho ri.mei:y institut na.J cc: socIal control.	IL

' end a c.;c	a:cial and	moral life of the

7Lia;e.	Samaj o;eroees i1e a a Livi, .i. cc of its	e:bcr.; .iat

the marci age boo dc are es LahL ishect araoi	caju.ai S wnd wit, cIa

he a occotob .hc circles, the \ rOiflefl are kept undor the prop€.

+	 arctsh the younger generatIons behaves pra'erl.y. Members of

ae	eae inviced In all SOCa.L ceremonies. All members

uire in the meat of the. animal. sacrificed by anyoneS.

o	 on iiie occasion of Eld. The samaj holds

a cuices comniL Led wLt 1c the concomini ty.

ala	d:c	ad	ialiah.	'ouh. Shaisli need for

coiuu I:	ie.'ta;	.;s.ad a.th,	Disputes arid :Lauc

:i:ag out of mctrr] ec., ratvorce	c'paLui.t, irtterfamilial

• vcl?:y. and isra of.ftri::cs C, "70 	abera of the community

oa ttl ad in te 'hatish held b y the Savrlaj . No mmher of

hc ccr:curu ty dares to violate the social icorias for fear of

the san eon of the Seisa . I cr in cuae , a pregnant woman gets

•	the. scrai.ccc - F	males 'n 1 . The husband of an expectant wife

&	 fl not cell ln.t	dec. Lot evari n an mergency invoLvIng

ae lIfe of the wife. I°auv warneri sufferl np, from female di a

eascs are deni•ed is - ern m	 Lmedical t:cn.t because the phyLci a

:..; amen and Sama is opposed to treatment of the female

disease  by a man
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Tn n.[itagc ptc havc n: brii::f childhood.. They e

workin_. in the ho'lJs or in the .Li.JJ a L. a y e ry tender

Fge. 1'losL ef them marry befo:c: completing their puberty.

The g1 rls .3 ye. icair.Lad need earlier t1iei. the boys. They become

..:e5LS at a age uHeill tiec urben bo ys nuLl gris are stiLl. in the

'heTls end college.

Dnenkura .scenis to be monogamous except a :iew cases of

	

;lyaamm'i. leop Ic do not aor'ea Il	ens ider a second. marriage

dur5e rho L fe 1211fle ot the freL	r1ageJ.. s arranged

T:\' tie	.:.	;	1	 ii ens of tiie partners end the

	

nH fern	:c'.J:eined. The vili.agers

• :.. '...ni to hae grievances a c, allnn the sy;tem.	Bo,s , when

•	epec t the I re.nt.. to arrange the. Lr m.nviage.	Girls

•	',:e the tiet;eer entlralt to the guadnns	Yarriage is a

gLeet event for tee femi y , the housebol a, the ban and the

	

.11: is c J	rated 5 a big secia] c' c casion at which the

Hecae , rvrticLpetes in .O.II]. support

&	• c reiLgious fesLH. vats are celebrated by individual

hou;ehold S along with the rnemb.	u tea	maJ	On the occasion

of Eid-ul-Azha, the Sara1 conducts the Kurbani (Sacrific of

the ar.ma ) on beh elf of the itidividul sacrificers, neLl

f ; tni Lu	Lhe roaL mrong the members of the Sanrij	lade-

:duaL households who cart afford to sacrifice an animal bring

tEO animal. to the Samaj	ue killing and des tribunion o  meat

con
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There is fl.C;	cg: rec:cn:t:i.orai lest; iI:ucLon in f)Lxctn -

kura,	ia1es as erx )Le . a adds wheecer and wb::rcer possible.

Time pcxrmiLting the	f5Cfl cla gossip sessions wi..i:hin the

compoun:. These srus are thL sadis :hroui which 1. 1-1

;jons tire	ciriged ar.d deis;inated.	oeien from the bari.

L e r;eigiWoUning hous:*olcIs t'.tic.oLe i.e t.c.u;e gossip

3S5LcflS.	All :)es of topic	isc:cci	lxi th;e

sessions rumours are discused and genersteci. The events of

interest c. ccur:Leg in different households, quarrels alsong

fmi lies . urban news brought by the hu shonds i1.rcuiatd throuh

Ldsse grc .;j..s sesslo . Sinee women never eniry many of the

:o:	toLd inChase sesicns , ht ruouixi c.rculate and

especia]Jv h: ce.eea , arc expecead to be hospit.ble . A gcst -

re	isecxi:dially ::ac.cived and c.:iLc- rLiineci uith whatever

a boxi:-I;o	cffc r

cep for the Lid. marriage or cilc.UmCtsLOfl ceremonies,

the '	ie I f	L	i t 'toe t v	v,	L	. ? 0 , ( . u tI 1fl -

ruffled monotony. Every one pursues his routine activities

reientlesly. People ate poor and have to work hard to earn

living. They have little time to engage in the sensation-

and eccit:einen.L.

- continued-
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People of Djanku.ca are trod.i. tioa- Pound in values and

actions. A t eli.ginae and sti ci ' .:ual outlook donii:..jL; iu:Lr

life and work. An ooniool:urL spiritual p0W01 Is believed to

regulate the Un1.vc..se.. Man has no powe	Juinge this

irrangnmenn Such beliefs result in the Wch of ambition as

s people accept e.rcry thing in terms of fate and a higher

t,)irtuaL power. An absence of efltItUSlstni to hung about: im-

provament A the existing circumstances colours their activ-

ities. People engage only in those activities which need to

be done as a matur of reetine . One good aspect of the belief

encirs-:sfltIOr the sinccrHy and t

aC ta.'itacs , because honest hard uo.!: In

glously approved dir. otica is He .Li.eved to brL a fortune

We grace 0 Che Almighty h	it is believed LbJt

vhs fate of a person improves onl y when he can please ALLah

trnough the ala care KRYtr and honest work. The fo ceune that

man strives For is not merely the possession of the material

ui no, nut also a peace of mind, a heavenly bliss and
&	 c. expectation of happy l ife in the other world.

People tI.OioI.e!0 ;.s [ c..... an	 : a: c!:c ;:r:itLou of • 	good

and honest: life dictated hy reiLiloija tdeal. Accordingly,

to be picu.: , honest and truthful are the greatest virtues oJ:

,he individual life. Simplicity and sacrifice are considered

che essential qualities for everyone.

- continued-
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.:i.ough t.hesa ideals T-TI 5 gouls , in day to da'

liIa du.Ltions do take place .	lr:cc- fiillal di spui;es on

io title to land, and the access to pastures , rivalry for LiiC

village eadership , at Lc114i LS Lc. grap the prope C	L.i

by the powerful rich create cor:s:f.derale friction no. c.nea

the cc cp	The old mother of a poor household :tepor:ad

nit the y o:uc had sufficient Land. but after the premature
^

a.at:Li. of Lhe ushara.! the young widow with her three snail

children wore di a 1:osses sod of all landed propert y by the

towerful kii.i re tot .iVC s of the hahand. The usurper is

a::f: uonL and re;;pected nan in the village and weilds enornous

pwar in the SLui . The widOw brought up the chil dran. by

working as doncL.c LHoar n different houses. The children

:e now grown up end m.rri.ed .	hut.: hcnii.ig poor , they c.annoc

-	..n .a.	ossessea pr0pY.	Th' old

1 , c- 	that Ai.ih will pi	sd

sac aveue tdc uroug done to her.

Uiie lLU1dL.:,.:	 .DOC13CflflJL t.fli a.	.flircc. : i_ 1 :p,	LflrV to

n.:rate, Their te:i-- aged girl was raped y the son of a

4	 n eufut SiikP. The girt coracivod. The Sama led by the

iail:NtorCeci	e parents to get the un...ortunate girl married

to a 40 years old beggerman to legalise the pregnancy. No

CCu.orL w:s taken against the boy.

L\srarn All She 1kb, now a landless kamla , had been a

flobsisteflee margjnal faainir. He had a pretty daughter whom a

-ccn.tinuecl-
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Sheikh cause as his prospective daughter-in-law. Karam Ali.

had tc sell. his land to pay th: dowry approprLte to Lhc

s:atus of tha LJ.ca father-in-law. he could marry tho girl.

eise:;ha no without au.ch de.'ry and save some of his lands. But

the vrat:h of the ponu.rful Sheikh would have made his life

:rahle any way . 4aaj households a;o engaged in idug drawn-

+	 t bic.keni.ngs on such scores as mud, aristocracy, power and

aftil:Latrcns. The in-laws are ortcn torn by dis-

sensions involving non-payment of the doacy, non-respect to

On eon-in--law, torture of the daughter-in-law. There are

iou..u.hclds which are not On the talking. terms for some time.

Mhers of some households avoid vAsAW3 each other.

:he rinh and tl.5 flOcr1I1 in the village preach re-

on s c ynctity but rarely 1:)Ya.cta.se . The rich are eoe odingly

oedy. in rho :autors involving money and wealth they can

stoop very . .a• - in gcueral t re sense of morality and honesty

is conspicuously ahsei c in the financial matters	Personal

gain rules upperrost. These aspects of rural life create

15(d rivalry, greed, hatred and distrust among the house--

• ids rich and pbor. Inspi te of such differences and discord

ZLUPI.? show rcuarkahlc soidar:Lty on death, illness, marriage,

religious festivities and similar ccer occasions. Leach is a

occasion wocs very-booy, , trio:.s and foes, rally round the

-continued-
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72	..'.Jo.r.n :	.Le:j.0 LJi y vi11ae.:

The Samaj had baca the o.Lc€st soe*ai. ins Li tut or.in. the

vii. The BrU Uh haie\cr i;:.J: cdu cad the Vnior t anrd. as a.

rural •clf-government ins titution. The Board helped the

poll :a. in maintaining, law and order and undertook public works

.hc the construction and MaWEnanCe of roads within the

.:ifon area. it had acme judicial powers, 'in Fakistan,t.he

l:iIo:i licerd was substituted	the Union Council. In

Bangladesh the Un.on Per.tshad has repl a ced	the Council as the

smallest self-governmen t	t	Its functions, however, remain

more aT Ws the

Or '.ol<ur;J is officially n part of the Karatia Union

':.rishad which consists of 24 villages. The 24 villages are

^ -ouped into three wards. Each word sends three rapresen-

:Lva; to the PanisLad. One of the three representatives of

tho	 rd in which Dnaakuzi is included comes from the village.

Although the method of selection is the universal adult

frarahaise, the sent is virtually reserved for the powerful

wal group in the uillagc. V thin the lineal group, the

./ L1CO. unditionally gets elected,	Ordinary vii.-

lagers nay..; ..:ntest. They do not show much enthusiasm about

the election. Being an isLit.ution within the village and

thus closer to villagers, the people [ccl more akin no oLe

than to the Perished which embrace s 24 villages.. tor the
Ar-

ars, Samaj is therefore much more important than the

union perished. social and nical life in the village continues

-continued
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In \Li of ta c.u.ri.ent I z tel need for !-.Le rural

davalopmon, a	J" -.- 3, Li !--ut.ion called the gran serker (v1.11a2.c

gO1eruiLCnt) has also been set up. Each village hs one gram

sarkar. 	with a g ern pradhan (the village head) and a few

ambers fron rhe village. The iris titi.iticu is in a formative
+

	tate. Deing an iO5L!LUtlCfl within the villa	: hr	fair

:o be a pare 1.lel.in.stit.u:inn, to the Sama .	Sori of L	func

tions assi gried to the gram sarkar such as shalish are at

pesant hcug performed by the samal . What influence the

:ra:r srrk..::r: will exert on the viii age society and wh . • t changes

towards moderuisation. iaiiay be abLe to bring about are yet to

.•:;:.J	.;io:o

.-fl	the ae-oid cus Lors. It: is true that

daap ubeweIi , ch.m:lcl fertilizer, rice husPing mills and

similar such niate:ri.al.	ip1er te of. 1;od.erLtisation have been

d r: •. ..... . a cf Dhaukura	J3ut these material

.:o:Lect Lao ray of life of the people. their

efs aid attituJes to any significs.'.L extent. There are

two deep eubeuelis in the vil.iage which are used mainly he the

affluent cultivators. All viilagcrs are interested in the

deep t.ubewal.l. projects p rovided the are nrovided easy credit.

Unfortunately no arrangement exist for providing cheap credit.

tHaa:ca1. fert.i.1.iz,crs arc-. wi deL: used. by the vilJ agers .	in

- fliJ 1flCd-
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aro fast re[.lLlg cow-dung.	One rice.

; . oskinc mill has aL;o occu Oot n'	The mill makes roaring

bu:H csa.	If tJo..;:c.oJ porwists and more mills are set: UP,

LAM WJL . 00fl (00 out. Alrendy ';o!.e .Lave M y .od PUM ci-

ig the :na:1L.:le

1	In if:i cc of Phar, Pura for the s Ludy of foil:. medicine:

in rivi,' respects Uhankura represents most \iiiages. in

2.:ngiade:l:. In their wa y of life, attitudes and WAS the

iJhankura pccnle are traditional. They are similar in the living

and chr thinking to people of other villages in the country.

like  ohi: r villages, U:nkura has its ho Liseho id s with growing

neucin ar" s a Nco , its bari and its traditional sama . There

(0 the union p snob ad and the gram si than . Groups based on

os. l:Lnool descenL carry weight and wealth goes with the

scer.tsc that the wealthy with the noble bin: h dete?nine the

vii lec'.e 11. fe . People are as illiterate and tradition-bound

in Phanlarn as in all cthcn: willages in P.sng].ndesli

But thcra are also di.ffeno r ces which are important for

Me study of the folk medicine. Dhankura is exposed to the

machi on Wect 'arn medicine more trar many other villages in the

country. Tangail town which can be reached by walking and

is well connected by rickshaw and bus has a. government

charitable hospital with facilities of free treatment -

'odiological and pathological service and hospitalisation.

All major and minor aiim.:nts are treated free at the outdoor

+
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anns emaigency ir.door,	ereiJS cases are aai.Lted tG the

1Io::I . i.eL.including diet is also free.

Tnuz j:T. nalical unnsultents in i.he hospital with pst-

gYadLe medical degree. Mora tn a dozen gencre l. rac1;i..

tioners also practise prWavely. Private radiol.cpLcdl and

pathological facilities exist. })ot.oi:s attend calls at places

jon J Dhankura.are many chemists at Tangail whireTang 

+ ed.Lciaes can he purchased wichoaa prescription. All house-

WIN in fThankure may without much difficulty avail of these

rncdfsal. facilities. Persons from Dhankura work in Tanga:L1.

wwo in the office and the Lrans:rL WCWr. !bay go to Tangail

all -ack da y :. They are in ci c:;at CaLm t with the urban

They are at an advantage co take their relations

to the modern medicine ariJ cam also pursue the creatmcn.t

-rmher of villages wt.J:. nuch access to Wtern medicine is

Ary .	in Bangladesh,

prevajonce of fol. menln cite in Dan1u.ia can not thus he

cXFIainCd away by neie Osonca ca non-availability 01 lack of

cont.:ica WiLL the mirnrn MOW! help. There must be deeper

;cnms for the persi stence ol: the folk system in the village

5 15 the fu Ii. glare of the modern system. This is a

hnLh Ln'CCLJ :eJ id.ipei.cm; rysLams exist side by

sIde end p2opleert e1u: to switch over to the former.

iThankura is tne io:r e an appropriane case for study

chich may reveal the key to the parsist:ah: e of the folk medical

La 'i_ Lefs and pracHces in iur ;1l. d:i:tl.ad'ssh.

- C)5. i..Ei-
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A.
noreuver beir.g a village wiL:h overwhelming majority

of MU&iltiL popu	ft..:ku;:a rcprc y rnrs the Muslim culture.

The insignificant Hindu minor Lty Oes not have any partici-

pation in the social process	1.)hanku.ra, thus,	LVCS the

opportunity of studying beliefs and p:actic.es of the Muslim,

+
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no so and IL to;	:L'n

L't.SC)0L' Ct(C_O)U11L	i	 I	 c

	sI: :; i :tdc:u.Lely represent tho woo! C, 	olk.	An aillil sis of

the H;	 di Iterences ni Lhe ':Lrth and the ccc-

C	"WC 1` does not cover Lhcm.	i I such cii s cuss. III s
cla	

reel fc. i. Lhat the 'orncn exisL a	class iileretlt f 1om

os il aa ci no di s cuS U on is represerL L: tive 110 less the iProbloms

end L ho pos iU.LOfl 01: WOmen arc SePOrate I i dealt: with	We

ChOLe L015 S	 1.1)51) 1.0 UI:l.,H i00	0 J- r. 	.onon

sep 3iT0 t.O	-

3. 1	iJoinen 3 51 I)hlLllrU

85 females as	di.ust: 90? males in the

ass	Women be. Long, to df, IL fe rent age groups. Age -group

[lIST ri bULLOUI o  DhIlnkura females i s Sio\..r0 [n Tahi 0 IX

Table - IX

( :cuo 1)Lt:ri bution of hmnicur	1CiiIfl.1 Cs

1.T1T1L i
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^oiy ab ci L i.5 percent of the ro tni fema le populL ion can

hers are HIULr y ke. 326 women are cur rently

72 cumen ca widow and 9 have been divorced.

are 8 women who have bFJen aH) ado..t: d b .y L he : r. husband, Th.ir

husKn KK Weia icC: them forcing the women to take shel ter in

o tc Ir pnranns'ouseho lois . Husban ds of the deserted woman

ii o :.	..'	Lsicie the vil lage and l.iv ng, with the

a :.: Lao , .r Pawn ML the vii logo and their whereabou t s

not hfl0WTl	These women have a wretched life. Since they

a. nc L d ivorcnd the y cannot remarry and must remain single

and l.:.pcacIeut an ki.ns

. 2	Wum en in :ih. social netnor kJi L the0 vrllajn:

Tin: woro n .	:aC-rai..c oro 5uUorlln0n to the man.	in

family, in	a	 uo .ic' Ho	oioi in the sarial

'He man is her s,uardiain and determines her fate, her wa ys and

sLtaatlOtl . Independent existence ojnlrt from the man to whom

she is subordinate is not recognised. This subordination is

mani .CLa . L1:i in numc: re_is restrictions, A nabilitins and mdi-

i. Lies. One such manifestation is the purdah. As soon as

- he ice........s her puberty a girl is segrcgivad from the male folk.

mt	coo t is cc s ..ricted within the ha ri .	Ca t' on sect [[c

occasions she may go outside the bad under pauper escort

or in groups.	it is not. ....... .ia L For a young girl to go outside

vhe AN alone. Within the batri she can not mix freely with

ocisins - Among men she is allowed free access only to father

coriLanisech
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the brothers. Her COflCJ c t: wI Lb all other m:rL of rn r-

i- iagoabie age is close ly watchad by the elders within the

h'ri and by the S o ma] ouL:iJ: Or l''ari	These restrictions

continue after marriage and until she reaches the micid Ia age

A preiisnt woman is subjected to many restrictions ond

Her food habit is reguL ecu. Her movement is fur Lbe

ostrictTecl. She has to observe many restrictive traditions in

ardor Lo pr'tcct the expected CiL.Ld from the evil :Lnfluence

Parents must start worrying about the marriage of the

cooeter from a very early age of the girl	A son may grow

into youth and a'i.Ll remain unmarried without an y social

out a c: I. can su l.Hai raia.La amarrI .H long after

H' puharLy aitH;''L pT:. ama, tlo eorCfltG to 000.1.01

-t
	 aSroprova!

.r :ying a cisuglAtel- ,i ; however, expensive for the rich,

and che middle income groups. Among the bhadra

H: ac i.: -to-do grihasta the lather of t:..0 daughter must

civo good dowry to tHe parents ot the son-in--law. The richer

4
	 ha- .tenily, tho highat is the do'.'ir " .	Many subsistence level.

trihann sell landed property and become poorer or even land'-

less for giving their daughter in marriage. Nariiage of the

daughter is the most frequent reason for sale of land in the

ace.	The rich DhadrdI(ai_c ckss niso lace the problem.

Girls in rhese households tend to be married a: a JLL.1.e cider

occe due to COO problems of the dowry	in one such household

-continued-
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..	of	fcurid un.n'arried.	T ! e-, 	isa-

hal C'; h'	a 1.'	C.	 1. oclat ionship within a sm'il. I

ot Lhe equ I.I. Ly aea it. hy	.J ooh J a 1ous'ho]. cls	Tb is

res LT- icLs !:'hc].r choice to a	ioi.L I .t.hti; ahich i:	:, cItffiCll],t

to et a oach wi.tJ'iout: a IllgFl price . Tiie mother of tOe 18-year

old	:,;:::er confided to the researcher that alLe was spending

r.Lgh1: in an'.iety for the marriage of her daughter

o.d J.n:plorcd the ocaca rcoer if ch.c could help the family get

n adijcat:ed and we Ill provided bride groom. This is a new

d.hiicasLon	i-he prohL:er.	Lw.,.. Is no Lii;;cr enough for a good

IL	I	L '	I	L	1) f n	 i i	ib o pioT C_sslon

and scue tecu.r -- ! IC i.urcrt or ed:.cation at: tile towns .	i hese

eduonted boys. do not like to liv in oil age and look after the

dc;u.tate of theusahcld	loev conseqC.lently want urban

But jobs Ut the cities are ver difficult to get.

'.empioymenL has reached an al rrming proportion in the country.

iJncmployiac'iit' among 1:he educated youth is very acute.

The poor are happier dnin the rich in at least in one

sphere . Narriae of their da.ught:ers poses no p.rob]_eiu . Hard 1 

;ay dco.ry :s required. The normaj. mohr is fixed very low and

seldom demanded. Their girls are married quite early in

their sgc . But: divorce and abanclonmen ore higher amang the

P(-. or.	mere is hardly any ulvorce 10 the -rich hcuschui. ds p3rtiai

doe to the tear of die social di. siipprovat and parr Ly due ta

dowry and IQCh!'

con Ii -i U -
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::cth€j she comes to the houseioI d of the husband wich

dnwry or noL, everywife his Co 1C.L1O::a her role etfec C ivc lv

. the dow7suia zarew, 8CVL the iii,bnd

and bear children.	Any	ierp.::.t	okos rebuke,

consare and sometimes seaL ii c. Physical ass cut C on women by

b.c band is not: uncommon in Diiankura , though CL i. s is prevalent

:Ie poor than among the rich	The researcher came

:4 cases cf beaLing and Chat too for minor of-

enc:: c. nearing ct the children is very important. Polygamy

is gradually dying o u t except ir cases the first wife fails

ID hear :H :]rc::	Iowan of Ltiankuc do not a t:eaiu maLurit

until thny a ::c munow. Yl.Lght c t a barren woman 1.5 V(ty

nil wOSiCO. accep C their subordinate position. They have

no - Lna ; uce ac r jrs i: the invidious dis ti.nction between man and

ac;::.	:CCy accept ioik as masters and go under their

guardianship ec ally. FCc che women of Phaukura the needs, the

Lctrc-sts and the suacesseptibil i.: ics. of the men are more

:.oper ta.n.t; and are uppermost	A OR attains to a husbanJ

4	 ,•:cY.0	1.:ca dLa	_iat.	But her O\Tn problems she caac

Kon	 an u...	!:::l:::a a.	Until. an ailment has cabravaLe r.i cc

much as to incapacitate her from the rote performance, an

woman does not care for her health and does not buIuc the

ailment to the notice of the husband. Attitude towards illness

also differs between man and woman. lIen and the c.h:i. idreic arc!

-continued-

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



iv nuvond O re,

Lakun :0 TaDZai j.. ).CYr made ru s C.Lrn.L.i ii. C V rcn trrcri L.	The O;1FALrL

usually tCCCi ve home treatment and in the cso of crop licatJon

.].n of a folk healer is called for.	Rarely. if evr, , a

wcmnn in r*cn to fangai.l for Western t y pe treatment. During

odo of t he research only a [ow wnen r•a taken to Tmigail for

c'.1 nied.Lca] treatment

Authorities in the hou.rhIdr the ba y i and the samaj

are the males. Fower is weildadin Ve village

shalish women is not rep.raaent:ed al Though t:ha subject matter

ay be viLali:,, c.onec. of with her,	Decisions in the village

are made as it there is no wcnenfol1c, Wcmen do not participate

:i any communal discussion or in the solution of any prohTLem

Zecting two or were households or the sctmai generally.

Woman do not I1oevci: remain aioo F from the in.tc r group

and the in:er fam.L.L al rivalry and disputes	Husbands carry

there disputes me ac that the women are asked no toe the

foe. Women have to behave towards t:hc women of the riva L

:cdiniLds according to the dicta rca of the husband, although

Le 7 may br 1gon rant 0 r whe Lone of con tent ion. Meav women in
the village are debarred from meeting The close relations of

their side I	era lnwjnds have old aeon-os to aettJ_c

-- 2 ()li.	 d . -
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oL:..:	n v i]C

0 01	nra p()r 1-- he eonuuI.c ec ivit:ies

ithin the ouseoirJ	Some of their or tivitis have ec'cro

mc siguificeace such as puo:Lling, drying and husking tiie

nadde	now:Lrlg and s ;:or:i.ng the rice , raising the cat tie

+

	

	 krtchen c17 1i0 1 C.fliflg.	.I'HC; OCt1.V1tliS

.:rmel d..o:e : :ie caores or n:inhin; cleaning, cocLhr

(11 5 Pwi sl i i n	' 01 0 c 11I w o  d, 1)1 1 i J.n wat€ r

bus y troug1xuo the day and the first part of hr n frhi.

Unlor tunrte.Th t	:nc Liv.L ties , thou, i: cconomcaily s igni-

f:Lco.it nrc. not reistcrcd in terms of money. As a result,

only the men who work cetside the hone ae tren.ted as bread-

Ii
0 PU 100	t	 LOU	h.1LO L ore is

10 yiarn old. Nas1na ets up in the small hours of the

err Lug riot Later Lbnn te morning Aon. She first. goes to

thc.? p	d. for ;a.sh .0 c,	!LL E--. I L'it:ovcr d Lshc. of the L

: . d roturrn with a eltchc^r lulL. of u.:iter.	She nekorobciL

4	 on: p rips n o. t Lic'. rend boLero sunrise to di: ow oater iTor t:hc

day.	She roan	i.Lne:nh U en	giv.os Lhcni food and

cleans the stables. By this time her husband and children

are ready for the bre oJfo t which con ' p s of nrr i. and gu  or

liftove.r rice of the lest night. The younger son aged 2 Ls

be wastiod and fed by Nasima	After tIe breakfast of

L(Jfltinied
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:ClO,O-0

:e bd lld. s OO s- the ber.i rcou .	Lt L..; flO\J Lime 5cr hor

akfat •Ticb cci lets ef tho roc dcc rI the food ico by

e t c iusbc.nd od the cli Li coo

1reoarr. i.ch. is a lengthy process which consists of

-ce pulses and vegetoblec usually, and somet boos fish. In

4-	 .twoen t.ie cook i.ni , si- ic lOOKS after the cic tl dren .	By the time

1e much is ready , husband has come from the field, and the

chi.Ld.rcn hove been given Lath. After the husband and the

oCi]	cn 1), 1. %7e us tee,	sims. co, iJects the utensils, dishes and

tte .LanOv'. ccc ec.c to the noerby pond. After iashin and

C 1cig of the tJ:incz , che	boch in the same pond.

the time ;he returns it is aftemuocr end her time for the

She cover eats with her hushand. While thus busy 'ith

:eiIy clicrcs she ioohs cftei t:he. 'yeurges	:o	Other

dren Lade core o tmseives uiess the y ace i [I -

e:.ce .3ft0.cr:oou is aL:;o cot free .	l'his it the Lime

for gate in- the dry leoves or processing the cowd.ung for fuel

hs also La do sewj.og from L..c cc time.	fhe' resacreher

.oil ed Nss:Lrna so yore I tImes and t icc n	ion. toni LIe s: mc

siLtin idle	 Ac the eveniru approaches , dcsina

puts the p an "-"

	

	ho pen after giving them thc ).st feed.

of the day. Then t:he cooking fot he nir.ht beaLus - The

: n to t'i: to bcJ i:,:

Ma

00
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aries to help. Her help is erpccially useful in Lcnderi.og

the yornScho son	As for Vau husband, he n e• :	t a'.: € so any

in the dresL] C Karns. in the ':l!ae 5J0 J ANA w ho

assigned to the wife is considered to he beneath the dignity

thc; husband. N:sima had fle72r sought the help at her hus-

Vnnd and considers such an eventuality degrading for the hus-

sn.d and disqualifying for the wife

Wcmen of Dhsirih.us a do OOC engage in act LVI LiCsi WIL1Ch

are paid for except a few shown in Table X.

Table - X

i'cmeu Engaged in the Money-Earning Occupations

'lure of .yoft	 h.n;LbOi of women iicd

:.mest:Lc lah)5L.:	 2.5

oa;;ing	 4

Bari-based trading	 7

Jobs in olltco	 1

Chaisti (traditional oidw:L Ec)	 9

36

The 25 ucnesi who earn by domestic labour perform in

the rich and the well-to-do households domestic chores th.:t

all women are expected to perform in their own households.

H... u	are 1asdle;4 :o3 onny o:	icLsi'S with no male

5.-:.	:any farmer houses i;n.c •ssuc labour	for husking

ace in ubeki. Three women are needed for operating a dheki.

-continued-
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usually in kind. In addition to this payment,

a women labour Sets two wealsa day for each day of the work.

With the :Lntroduc eion. of the ni.c:.: -husktut.; mills in the village,

dJ-ieki is eradual ly going out of use endangering this source of

employment of the poor rural women.

-	ad tradiag is carried on by the poor and the

[icy prepare indigenous snacks (muri, cakes,

rake f1shi ng nets and sew indigenous blankets at the

huabelds and sell to the customers coming to them. The

Lr.;a ctiens usuall y Lake place in the house of the trader-

women. All the aus Loners are from the some locality and are

known to the v ro dur wasen. Some time the trader-women send

abelr 2rcducts to ,Jic weekl y hat through the male relatives

For thns p whn have ca 1-apea son,

-r

j:::sr::J.in, :aidr.Lc:.re

The y di; not have forma! training in midwifery and do not

charge ar fixed Lee. The pn Vents pay them depending on the

satisfininn tHy zeceivo and Inc economic ability L.hoy have.

To Dha.nkera , 3. worasu labour gets much less than a Kamla

tn^A L sb'aur) . Her aages are at Amp s miserably low and hardly

enough to keep her alive. Employment opportunitics arc en-

I reicly mare for . he rural wcssa	They seek employment

^irhf n the household. Domestic employment is considered much

ass important then emplo yment of male labour in the fiord ane

-continued-
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on1cor c;r	in vii].ae Dh kura te::a is at pre sent no

poss.h[ icy of iider:Lng the employment opportuniLy of the

eii or incruasir thcir .zaa

3.4	F.ceis for Dh.u.kura won:

On 1.	a Ha: id	.1.. a .1: ' ,ccten have ncn C	2 am. Hag csup 1.

L:;hc Lh: :	 c?r not	iao Wii5J	a free ager. t.	The:i.:

:obiercis st:at.: as •r.or as they arc narried and shift: to

aharid s iiou.seho Th	In father	hcuseho ld , a girl, had the

tender gce of aocher who was beside her in weal and woe.

a st ran er to the husband s Lu:;c id . For the

few vear af:te: the marri:ne,hi.isband ooi i inues to be in

:•oth:•-i.u--law and not the newly-

ction cneientiy develc.

Lher in Ls is prone to find defect and shoit: cc.	and

aoa nc love is 1 oat beaviaan the	ung and the aid women.

[os t of the newly-aied. wives I.e long to the v.l lage Ohankura.

.tr!arriages tak.c lae hatween the ho , s and the girl of the

vi. inge or the close neighbouring vi liages. This creates

apprehensice chat the

......... . ..th he- parents	She

suspects that the girl is more interested in the. parents' than

in the weil.being f the husband s houselioids. Her association

-41--hthe crants ' household is thcrfore rcst:ricted	Tiiough

i	a:	•;:	aa,	h	•.au:
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orent5; f.:ic ; I .	oc. ]..:Lofl,' al'-;n fool- unweLcoinc. Thc

I	el:LaLoa	;i'>lisi.y code' taa.a.oa aid ii	to su:

pro r:	LOlL fc.&i:L:,	lOinai_ bar	1 ]

The s:i.tuati.on zorsens if the rl.j1.i.uc	ho a.:on Lllle tic;

ou;eoL.s are not too hea.Lt:i1V.	since both	lacu,eholds

'e in c.oe sone village, d:Lepute and. discord sonetimes develop

.een the households. Discord between the kin g of the two

eOoJ.th alsoso flows i.nto the in- I aw s l l ousiEliolds. When this

iiippens, the i.naiocent girl has to bear the brunt. In the

dl	 lLcJ]ai ceo;:;; ne-contace w-'t.n the p1rencs households 15

sub jctcd to indignit:ies and mental and

I; riman hcd u.Lched to rrcu:ry her son

to her o;n k'-o. group L .O: cui d not caliry the proposaL.

s a; L ti:c'c .o;.s I I ft 'r, sod fiom the very rrst
day she tool.-	31_etn attitude aud began finding fau]i with

whaasvtr Kariai.an says or does. Divorce is now hein; considered

as Karin--;n failed to pull on with the me thor-- in- law .f:c . : her

c •i2U ta-c.	ic:c faticer-.Ln.-ia;

approached cr father for a loan for payment of the dowry for

the marriage of Bata.shi 	sister-in-law. Bacashi' s father dId

not abl.Lge, As a retaliation., haLo shi i s no longer allowed to

-	cc t the pa onLo' house or to see her relations

- continued-
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Ler to

the areaL.i b.00ho I. They are usuall y brought back and

L:ric: ..:: caL a IL and igu.on.L;iey	I here are wives

i:n.	village who had repeated suchf Lights several times

Somctises such cases result in divorce.

;,e:1 too young WL j 2 becomes a mother and advances in

•.	. siLa: Lion Jar:)roves but does not normalisc.	Son in-

horrit Lhe famit:Lol disputes and seldom reconcile.s with in-laws.

becaue cem	..•.ea	L	:.n].aws s branded. as infamy and

ch' d end ube kin group. Rohitna I

notne.r ci J:cur chi.ttren and has a eparaLc ktctrn	 Mother.-in-

law i: dead. iilsb3nd looks after the property, and is practi-

c.illy head of Lhe household. Eat still she is not allowed to

er	 house - a 'pr::h. bit ion imposed when she was

twoyears.

Al I women prc for separate kit:cbcn a	vnd eny t:]as woe ho

arc iuc1,. iv1th the growth of individualism, many young bus-

bends now side with their wIves in the fam ily feuds and get

ieLtehen .aeparat:ed, ilme of the husbands with their mdc-

LO aiu oce :aL.:	.LL: .	 : Lwo.. 5.nnd1i.y	LNe

marriage.	Uleke iil; W .	Lh. .......La'.:s da	no

altogether stop. But the wife can face the situation with

greater cowaça and cotificlerice	This gain is however a:t.i..a1 ]_y

c-eacelicci by the loss of support and helpt available from the

- cont.:i nued-
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-.	 houseito 1 d. Women, rot being free a en L., need

male assis tJLCC in Most all affairs. The father- In- ].aws

ioisjc'lti c . iur:3 her 7uppart and pruc :Lt UI). in we.e.L ann -cc.

Women whose OU.. 03.0 :.5 work in LC11OJ1 I town are especial	 J 

-advantaged	The assistance of the parents is not very handy.

Father-in-laws'	ehold does not usually meddl e into the

fH.:; of the son-in-law'sLnc'	Fiausabc .'.	uch involvement is

i1nan looked upon as interference.

Gan.i.na oEfcr of assistance by the girl's parents is

tctin'e5 misundeTstooe. If anything anwaneed happens, the

blaze	door Cf the nr3i:cris household. For instance,

waan a da .n.	.takes place in the husband's household under

t1.e sopervision of Tother-lo-law, any mishap like death of the

or stilt b irth is acccr Led without blaming anyone. Had

mishaps ncccrad in the household o: the girl's parents,

PoSicct or improper handling would have-, been suspected and the

ralice ha treen the two households would become strained.

:ana&e to bat separated from the father-in-

-ha •..nu run Lie risk of being the victim of the

:'.oble scicJsn:d of morality.	Sexual lapses of a ha y are easily

i orc Len.	Put such lapsos ruin a girl's career.	Pab.iiaa was

visited by Len cousin aftei the family separated from the

father's household. Soon rumour spicad that she was in L .1....cit

When the matter reached the husband, she was

.Iorthw.Lth divorced, In order to avoid such scandal man y women.

COnt,Lr!1.ed-
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or to :e under Me prow uuHn of the father-in-law's

household. Rural girls have to he extra cautious to avoid

such rumour and they the. c fore fee i more secure in the curd .h

reser':tjon.

Thn e:ru: that Q cr::ci.al to the life and the happiness

LO5en is the abLi	r.c perform the maternity function.

T!jt hear: children preferably sons. A barren women or

c;cman who gives birth to a-till oemn are socially misfit.

The: are considered uncommon, either cursed by the providence

or are under some evil spell. They arc unwanted presence in

all hoasehold and the social functionn. Pregnant women avoid

t ci: company.

it would be	 LL11-a.L to tLi(1Lrc the role cf the husband

in these tension and friction. Women easily give vent to

tr griovL:.c w agains t the in-lap s	Let they are seldom

artinolate about Lhcii husbands. REP! facts are therefore

difficult to know, A wife cannot refuse a husband because he

is n :: uet:c her expecaticns . Women hae no right to divorce.

5.oe womon refuse to return L2 husband's households. Such

usel slid have baCin interpreted as malndjustment with the

husband. but the society never thinks in this term. A inar

r Loge LorLrJ is expected Lo automatically establish love and

affection hc.:ucen the partners; girl's puns nn1. I IJ.cs ni:J

arc... .:	.ahen notice ()5.	VA en a girl

erc.: .n rwl y vn c. PAe husbond, the refusal is interpreted

-eonti.n:.ie
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r'i o	 e oF ti 0	1 r 1 or the hO,LJ to . t..LL uc1e

o f the ill"

The c.:ua]	dcouacv of the man is not: snaijy kno:n

because this con.ceri.s ma iliac piide	The girl might fri the

etreoc ase corfd" tt her grand. mother.	hut :cenl e.ciy is not:

:.V. In. some cases divorce takes place clue to the insistence

The girl not. to return to the b.urThancl, but the blame is

aced on the ei.riL. Rahmal: /.Li ntaxried tna[ce and none of the

WjVeS gave him a succeu.;or. This cou)d he a case of male

inadequacy. Unfort-un.n:eLy, vii lagers still believe thaL: some

thing is non- with the wives. T : has even been suggested

ths'c Rahmat All should Cn.gc his tJwcl].ings and merry outsicie

the ,il	:ea dvH..Lc The	i.rit: t:het:is affecting

Thr tIe

last: five years	This is the second riarriage for both ef them.

Paran s fi:s ..i.fe ad no live with bias for long. She .nt

to ha: narca s house ;11" ,a did not. to Luro	Fa tan t sLed to

succeed. She howeve, di. d net

H ae e:v	ev b y F:•o:aa. On the ot1erhand, Ame:ia had

lived. j t :a	first husband. .5 or two years -ri ri had he

a 5th 1 hare bshy before she was divorced h: :hn f rs	bsaci

Since her n'ai:eiege witJi Paean, Amena could. not: conceive. rihis

cs:;ta se SL thor inst se cc f the male .n:eue':.

-scat
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e.;e; y ubQued to prclongeO tTre :me, : by the folk

i:aiers for her supposed inability to hear a child.

J.iO] whose haLade Lave employment in Tnnga:Lil, town

are economically better of euc are consequently subject of

envy of other women. Since their husbands stay away for the

ley. T!)a11CJOUS stavl. q are spread involving the moral

our of F.ctb the we .eo the husband. Other women

:cb them and easily pick up quarrel	They vilify the wives

by C ceadLug stories about their bheviour and character

dun og the absence of the b.uebarid.; Such v:L].ification had icd

to tension and quarrel in the family. On the part of the bus--

band, stori2s are current that some husbands have second wives

in UenccJl towns whom they prefer to thcAr village nives.

st::Jee can not be eeiified by ihc poor wince	They,
Ir

• Never, suffer from anxieties and mental agony. A few husbands

nave	 a to dninanec; and acquired other urban V1CCS	They

ecactime dc not comc back horse at night and become stingy

aboot giving money to the wife. One husband st'pped paying the

:sietcoce to the wife who, failing to endure the poverty,

earned to the parents hou:eboid. In another cane the hus-

band weetad thor: the father-in--la: pay him money for buying

a transistor radio. He has became unusually torturesome. In

most ceece wlv ns crL: inelr]ess	Their parents era also equally

hapless bec.oiase poverty desists them from satisfying the 501.1--
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poverty in,	 ver, universal in 1)hlcur.	\'Jom€:it are

born in poverty and learn to live with it	They are pains

taking and hardy and have brilliant sten;ina to carry on their

domestic rala luspita of the adversit:y	Occasions however

L-O when tnC:.LL stcuitia bro.hs dOi.	Disease is such an

'•ion.	T'-eni woman falls pre y to di.seose, her inability

oo peon her role o'reaus problems for herself and the

In the following!otu;. Chap tot we shall discuss rho

problem of disease along the Dhankura women.
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Fli (_	.±._L3e	f1

If tile LopiC of health is roi';ed emong the Dhsrllcllra

they res pond. by clJ.sp le i n. a Nenu inc concern fe • having

health	ian,' of t'ra' caloLc the c id adagc th. t health

'i&	.1 h	YflC3 s-	 I

iecr LO1.L.Cfl1 o: health s tems pr:LmLn:i Ly From the ILirkIng

danger that a wmari with iii. heal•th is liable to be divorced

or fs ced to accept a cs-wi1Ee. The ay they live does not

ho''ever, prov•de ny cv dLnoe that the desire for bee 1 Lh is

s p erted by steps .hi.ch medical science and public health

Dhaakura wouen areignorant of the basic principles

of iurdier: e. They havc never learnt about tic Nerms and Ll e

J. ruse 13	 fl sUrrc nai.re' S -v! In  oh lack minimum sense

h ygiene end sanitation. cebec riLe a liwed L.O 
p 

le up

ui thin the copoud	I n:: rise to N. H anal I...flies and mos

quitoes. There is no drainage syscei:i. fhe water from the

kitchen S eagn ate 's for days until ir hi	j y rein 7t:er

Chi.lhn T:s u.ine. and steal here and the re.

'hai.. n.a re	5.Th	d	ra.so5	I. 1	J'he i:ural

2eople do not distinguish between the pure and the pul].ui:cd
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dircy Lot:hcs and dishes bathe Lit oir (lOu)Et.LC iintais , and

tro]is Lake. bath. ha.t cots a 	infested with water

e j n:h and nu.teecsis insects and we nas

-5:otecLcci Frcnn the flies and. the insects

a	 'oJ air-: e.atcu.	 are tiven food

'.::	i:c r. rLetLiiecd.

Die.et r'• pou1[y have free entry intO ti	bC:d rOomE,

c pets aound all around. Sial]. children

piai 7 roi	l. dilL.	hre	I it Lie	rcre'i. that: diseases

spread by infection and conta.gion. QuaranLine or sciatica of

:F:ients is not practised. 110 precaution is taken against

;aiLi	infection or contagion ofdiseases.

a.: t hard about vitamins or balanced diet.

Die: lag asa k :j 1 .tt1 device is urkno'vii. No wmran has ever

taken he ..''c:L 1: . They never haLkar about the relationship

betrsen age , h.J..	ini	eight:	spic Loofl of Dhankura are

end puis .	.•se who Ca. 51 ford sometime take. vegetable

:a( fi.:;h .	I.: Laken rarely.	On the marriage, the Lid or

otnOr sc.c1.	reLss ,.	 a Lhe WPl1t0U0 LLcs.

The toslary prcdets such as. 'gs ,sn  chicken are normally

sold. The en.. idre.n soms times take eggs and importarci nuss is

*ke the sea-in-- law are scre chicken provided these are.

.svailciLie from the domestiC stoci'	Few households can buy

1

--continued-
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who have catt l e :ri], the mi lk hre 1ng a small ct.1rLL	ia t

the usb;'i.d nod the c7 ;l Ldren. Others go withcot .	For many

:aiiilics only meat diet is on the liid-u1-Azha or a dinner in

We rich kin ' s Muse. Food in Lhnkura is, therefore, de fi-

aian p in pr:te.n and consists mainly of the carbohydrate.

Rosen eat much ins than the husbands, 5hc children sn.d other

vale members. They Lah tiac:r menls after the children and

the irate OOiiL;CT0 have eaten.; and in most houses, full square

rnecii.•; are net bit cr the women. They seldom cot: oEg, chILkefl

milk or meat. Thai ': daily meals are very much defici ent in

the calories. O. course, the women do not know about calories

nor ore Lhey aware that balanced full meals containing enough

v^o w ns 	coi c 7l as nrc necessary for hcaltli.

et health, hygiene

and non itaticrn , the wor;en of Dhaakura de Me health in the

! igit at thear srnsoaertce of the doily life,  lo them health

eons a g jcd muscu lar lady 00d a p orenniA energy for hard

are necessary tot pertor:m:

1;ck'r:.o sosic:y has ass igned to their	The

semen in the rural secicty have mainly three ^	ducier

and responsibilities. They have to servs tb:: 1:. 'ha. 'd and

attend to the elders. They have to carry out the domestic

have to boa: chiNren and rear thorn into

Their mothers and other female elders have told

- continued-
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4-
"oi...':"j.:ir ahi1ity to discharge

those function efficiently and sot .Lsfnctoriiy. Expc :Lence hove

t aught t1oa that o goca musculat o:i' and a perenn :io .1 energy

for hard work en only anab lo them to per tori' their roles

: L:h is •.ae'retCr? ConcelVed innius of role

orforonce and the ccacept.icn accords with the world view o

-	 .:r'	L.r.'t::"..	; .:'

ri 	role''Lo:nio.ce:

ia uerzLected

in i':heia: a L tit'ude 'rds disease. Many ailments which may

be clinically  discas e do not ore vent Db.ankura women from the

uotm I acLivity , duct. ailments  .- e not considered threat to

A waTan with a headache, slow or low fever, general

t:y Cr st.oc:'ati Irouble con OLL1UO.S to workncnmiai.I ',r.	A

Lwoman carzie q no her normal nreci .i a until confine-

toe woi:]: due to giddincas vnni. U
oedema or loss of oppe ':i t;e	Rural women does not

cos.lirTh of these syiptoor; or give up normal duties for fear

icing  deprecated on malingerer. The young wives sometime

::rsjr]arin of these minor ailments. Mothers-in-law treat such

complaints as subterfuge for goiri, to the parents house or

'din work; and order tha comuleinants to .ake an immediate

Lath and start  rork	Trod.i. tional. ly the young wives obey the

instructions and soon realise that such 'symptoms are to be

ignored.

-continued-
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tie'.	Ji .CTOi p1S5	(il1 a'd	But. at	Lies

situation w'rsencud af imeots c 	t.o such 1 pas t hat :inrncn

t , even in. the face o I the daager of being branded nial

 --rer carry on the neiana. tint L'i	A roman. uhc h.-	devel up-

ed an I capaci.sttn tercutosis, 1 iso:•cessivc mc.nst::oai

bleeding conciuticual. for an unusuati : tong time wh.Lch affects

'er sxual role, or is suffering from nost-natai. diarrhoea

is gee .ne] unable to di ocharge her rote offcctivelv. Whcn

happens the condi. Lion c an no longer he ignored. The

female elders as wli, as the husband have to tahe notice

the di trhnoec in i:ho rate rerLorroance ca eses

-n	 (J'n1e c-c-	an.-.	 way O	t.

Hea.Lt	i the wcnan then becomes common concern and the ail-

:'-on.t a	iiinma. d Lcal. si;ntf:Lcarcs.	There is thus a duatisni

a abs i-nn:l th scene in Dhaid:.ura. A distinction is made bet-

the ailments s;hich !e no affect role performance and so

not corisitici. ad threats to health; anti the ailment.. s which

disturb a.: f am-once of rote and so c:t.L for corrective

:a.OIOiIrer ls 051 led p.a khnrao and the latter is

i'JW(	i-:ho n) roi	nya;:i;

In Dhan.kura pinda kharap is not a disease. It is not

customary to complain about pinda khara p or to slow down the

ormal purse its of the warn an when a woman has a ..rn	a

dce not i:oport: a. headache or a stow fever 01 *0 1LO

continued-
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MO. ITu.slanc1 also ::ro:ia s un conLe rned.	in Dh.tnkura man

r.iken it for grantel that toe woman will crry on their

duties without brcak	Failure of the women is a rare case

Such iia..!ure. is ireo1.co than nmmisunderstood as rnaiLiog-

•LO.,	 to to L: Qa fo:c'ots	house ci:

t ni Wh rhehusband' s household, All Lhose con -

.? QI upon the character of the woman., The Phankura

':tfld does not get cl.o;er to his woman as often as a urban

huatnd cc:	During the day to keeps himself busy in his

own v:;rld The woman rorneL;.;. s p laged in her world. At nigh?:

No entire family sleeps in the n3we rcom. Adolescents sleep

in the same room and 3Mn jo Jo -. jj.e bed with the parents

q  not,

H...

n.aTlC2 in tht work schedule of ,in wife	young couple

noj:ma. ly arc expoc te.. to be closer enough Lo identify i'a

kharnp.but in the. Uhankura society, the young husband is not

On guardian of On v-l i-be ing of the wife. The young wife

the nusuind wbo rcporos such illness to the elder woman

jets a reHj.Lf. Thus p lads kharao is not considered to be of

any significance in Janura.

Pt when pinda k.hrap &t:nH o. . ' L&OI & a ituaLion

in which thu woman cannot, even at Hu onin :t LOg flIlS-

a:.r;tuou or with the Lest efforts, carry out her role

.k.

-continued-
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.redic.al sic ntficrtxee	1t i	not, hcover	crus rcn'

\01112fl to docieic Uhet	is I I	Either che husband

or LEer 20male	ri ECT1_ si-iu]..d t:i.rin. notice that the woman

Is r.ffe.:tng from b.e. Customarily, the hLrrbar1ds, except

in rn.re car.1e c	ceve the matter	thc elderl y women of the

.3ch0i	who nrc expect-cl. tc, iGOnti	Lne e;e ;_n h

..:o the notice of the husband kind LHj:	Oi tin

hoId and sumcst the course of notion. The only visible sign

for i :i . '-. .h ihntification of bera;n by the elders in the house-

hold H. Lha nablty or sloth Iii Elie womc-n to pea: [orrn her.

ru±e.	When cbs elder- notice that the omen is failing in

her dcnt ic work and when such fa:L:Lure can no longer ice

to Ho oninc of [mess, r:Ua r-oman is declared to

c	 ..:	1L L 1_5:.	i7:Li.Ji 1_I heram	los. pr i T'IO.,. CL)':IJ.t.con cf

Lc therefore di . to rbence in the performance of the

temirL:Lflc role.

Womc-i.i osifering from pinda kharop do not take any

re.a:cant i:ri	iatcl	Almost nit Phenkura women reported

t	 : hs!e undergone pincla Eharap sometime or other. It would

he o;r H Hc I: to dote tIso the T)hniji .o. cconcon had. taken the

researcher to be a physic. They reported their ailments

to the researcher with the confidence that they 'ould o be

reported to the elders	Man y repn ted thil conditions icr

ett:±na medical advice from the researcher.	che researcher

-. continued-
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a wide spEcLrum of p:ieda hharap.

Nearly sixty five percent of the pi..ida khsrnp cases

YiQnut any trentmeuL. The ru:L showed sign s

complication. Whon the WOflIL Rund that 	SmptTOflLS Cli' C

recurring f]:cqueot:]v or the symptoms were worsening, they did

zo things	The reialJvely older ore en took home

aJ_atively :i11flCr reported. , to thei.r mother or

,rand-mother. Most of the wives belonged to JJha.nkura and the

neighbouring villages and as such reporting was easier.

thcc/Crnnd mother of the young wives ulually suggested

home remedies. Nearly thirty per cent of the women tried

hotno cure

All  fliOS t all the families knew some home treatment

i;c elderly woman iav learnt the preparations from their

:.n'crs	The a.ngroii en s of the preparations are leaves and

nocts OL Leecs aLld ijin.nte locally available and growing wild

in una village. Sc.n remedies uensist of the juice extracted

irum 0c lo n v n3 C: d roots cn:l tel<eo. orally. Some remedies

a paste made frcm leaves or roots and rnied with time!
t	 •'rtcoau or some other materials which are p asted on the affected

part y . Leaves or roots are sometime fastened on the afieeued

pares. Little cost is involved in these remedies. Women them-

selves collect the ingredients and prepare the medicine.

do:Ldin of those mad im ime i- are not hoom	Some goner ai

As a remedy for we —as, juice m

-continued-
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*n:n•Di2	 E::,	as

s	cri o ii: t:cr :.	it: 1. s nuppose 1 that i_ho

bittor 4L 5tC o.li.pO.s	WC 1' 	L0	 (T drive LhE.nn out

ef the body

7 -1r, t: oath bo.7t: t:bc home remeci:i.e s is that the' do work

irentv pa-rce	ot the pThda k1ro cases are known to ha\e

•;d Lhrcech tJT. 2 home rncdcino. The other ten percent:

'-a ano the hither to entreated flea percent cases of piridii.

el .reu 1aT3::iCd into	 he Ufl.eeLau five

Ci: 	ha.'a rac ci ved borne reeodias after the

•O.51T irns heca i .o	.ed.	ii: the other cases, home treatment

wo also ConUin.Lod after heu am	bean rocog,eised. Be: In

all. oases of bcran, the treateant: LeT OtOtesElOfl:? L5 W;

.niciated at: some. Stage. The. medical s stem of choice h-is

coarse Loan :he folk medicine excep in a few cases where.

:o a]_ ic :ti :as C:ulsU lt:ect oft er ti	i' medicine. iLfl'C been

of t:iiO healer as not: called

until a he.san	1L0:'L::.t c-eu n:	Few c::; .fl L:e

cL.L.L •,.OLLL . Iuuseoo.t.ds .	 Lc bT:s.L(	,T;:c C;OOei

,e of a coniplict:ion oi sinda kbarap. The
t	

.	 OpathiC treatment. bcloneJ to the well- Lu -do

One of tha tati_en to ui_ri_mat e1  expired. The over-

wieciming maij ority of the Ehankuro households are poor. For

them recourse to medical system (folk nia -f n lv and seldom

-.
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• .•	 •	 -•_(•••
-.	 •.-	•,-	.	 .

urt:Ll tiY:1.	; ' afl ho	sin.i	hcilch ofi_ectecl in failure

) _	
1 (	'(	 qi?	CL )	nd U	A. I

B.2fcr	such •'i stoce is rCa(:.flCc the c\]et.).r:C	•on.m is cuet

in a (3iloim.	r custom, hc dc.s not report en attack of

':Lnda khorap ncr tahe.; r:; L .	If Lhe condi ti.oa iiicrs , re-

4...	 •.(J.r 3.	 3 .	 T23 ) COtfEOS .rprehens:T_va that her

: hility :o rocer the .Cem:Lnine role. ma y he

i:AezL. th is dangerous bocnuse tta 'or:an land;	 r'LLC t1-i

:J.:.k of :3ira ab . indor 1, cIi_vc;'ued or made cc-wife

.5i	 . home reoocL.o .	o crt the d3:ter

Srie. (E) c. • _/o :3 to .: ehe. hc:r.e m. Ui c Lie in ooaul t:o... ion	th h

4Lrcat s or c

	

	..:ricn: .	Tie fami_]_i.r or the tioshoId j	not

c1ac:sj,.cn to tr y ho:ce remedies is seldom a

hcis.Lc'a. It is LLjC r rsonel affair f the woman.

The decision. to caJ... i ofessional medical, aid :i.s not

:n hy the paL:i.enL:	Pacourse to mach_cal	is a

Ls:Eon of the. honsohoi.d taien onl y on soc. all. .tecoaition

H.

409049
t

The word t1 hc-roll' li_ic.e.ra.i.ly means dJ.s comfort:.	iThysi on].

discomih t of the p3.t eat is not however sufticient to make

a al imont a be. ram. On the ct 1'rliJ there ma y he bernm

a.rnou.e p hysical discomforts to che paoiet.
f q i 1 'ii

-contirn.ied-	 .	$10 (1114
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c	 to y. V An issue or a Male

is net ;is ocicLaJ H b physical cii scorn[ort.	but t:hi.s

is  sp7ious heram of a :.,	 u rc..:uri is : c: he found in

the cult.ur.H. ..1c.:et Lci q ra.:p	A SUY LIn wAKnA '.h.r'uatcu.s

the line: of ihc husband Vowa	 is ..T . H. in tluo

Ybarku-a society. Children atone for the parents after they

-	.H: y 1 0 t: .1. orm the religious Ates which help the parents

o solvaLlon Mur deNkh,	He Muslims.ms of Db.aukura wis ii

that t.he.v sons should place their coffin in the grave. A

T•.Sfl who has no son to carry the coffin is miserable.

SurrilAy o: r..	u a ti produce a son is therefore extreme

AscowWrinA to I..cchildless household.

That We failure, Co 1.:roj.: ;:. an issue or a male issue

is blamed on the wife is sl.su .si .•!,nLf.Fcant. and demonstrates

ho La..L .. .i' tall;ec of Lao ncc.le	I . is the rule of the

1:	l:'c'IO:. H and i..::ur h i m up.	If the fasi t\ fails

to prudu..e an issue It is the woman who has failed to perform

her role. Since the role is case i.atcd with the woman absence

of children is diagnosed no a be earn ol the wo1:Lan. Dhanku ra

society does not therefore call for any medical treatment 0

L..hc hicsh..,ndl.

Karim Bepari married his ..hird wife during the period

of the research. He had di ;orce.1 his first wife Or her

inability to ' c form Snu role of the ia. her.	The researcher

had talked to the sc son d AN who '-;; Aso unable to bear

- con L .... ed -
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k	rtild and wasundergoing folk t:rcn Lment fb:om sercr2 f folk

healers. All trC2t.1ftt having failed, i<.ori.nI Bepari had

third wiN in search fo r av Woe. rj:[. researcher

Aad :.	;.j	L42 A 2il: st rlLit' several Linicc and

0 nreatment of rho husband. But the suggestions  had

taller no deaf en;	'0 w.ce; fired not raise such issue

LIL rho husband. The cs so rr rhe had an occasion  to moot the
MIN

ssrc with the husband who 1,u g hed AL away.

i.hst c1icccmfo:	the 2:: f.L group matters more than

o personal diacesfort of the a: :icnt in he-ram 5a; further

Lo:ro out by AS following ca2e. LduaLrmn had poatnat:c. 1

his arLvi sft c . her second son was horn. In the beginning

An r p nirmod Wa r ailment and continued her normal activity.

ng On	 tuatiuu worsened she started tald..e.g folk remedies

which hiLlel to wool. in list November, the ailment became

ic:;cLtfns	Inc dncal ly it was the harvesting season

and wos:w	:w'c 7o oeoDr T i o lot A post harvest p. ocesstiig of

crops.	n: mien ' s condition did :ur peiei;: her to ei:igsc in

these acUMUS adequately, The househol d was in difficulty.

This was a sul:sI si:oace family which could not afford to

employ paid bc Iher. Folk healers were called to treat her

beram. Kariman told the researcher that She most be cured

irnaedi iLe1.y otherwise her husband would marry a second wife

for pert cling the { :. : sL-Ira'st :cik	wariman's ha:ci: thy:

caused great hardehi.L to tho heo:chn IdoL disi c.:tcod ito

- con i: iriue d -
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il

Lhrcri:ene ':l b the poss.ibilit:y Oi' the husband taking a new

T,p •	 r;nnce	In t:oroil.	Kariman! s

n.	c	cc nT LonceIn c L he gtoup for the first

tine.

. physical dicoin[orL of rome. one o .se may also be

-J	C a a hero.ni	the wonan 	 4  a cc developed

diarrea in the Lnn:d rncai± and	io	t.rec:Lng for about

tocn: ronths	The 1:.cb is not: growing and has become skeleton.

The 'hou'sehold is very much worried. But the treatment has

been	tin tered to the. mother and not to the baLy. Bahy a

renor Led to the researcher that the riother was

cuffe.ring	on serIOus erom which '7 S tCL1IT upon the health

bat., \r . h:vj,J S nefal.L needs treatment because she

.Iing In. -c role of ensuring the well-being of the

::.ce1 ci the. i.:JJ.0i.

In ali. the above oases ba::am :Ls connected more .-.th

::J:r socicily fe it d socuifort than with the pathologi cal dis-

::cc.uforc. Such cn.scouto:ct: has arisen from the disturbed role

OOr .coriiance,

5	lv r.nn on::; IT .-iokura	
-1, omen

Scram in Dhankurci is a socially recognised disease.

J.	 caily it nov or may not: La disease. Put medical treat-

vent is under taken only when a harem is identified. in

WI!

-continued--
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ascri diaa, The fassledca : '	of the wo=n of the J)Lankura,

M3 fact has to be W r ap in mind.. The B eram described

be i:epre .'nt. the sThuaL.he. a n per ceiveJ in the v i llage.

hn^y of Ther,e Ucrin may nor: have clinical F ignCic annL. H.

zona cases ciifl].CO1 significance may he different from That

ha q 1iaan desc r ibed.

.iaijms described beLcai are related to the female organs

natal and pos t-natal conditions, pregnancy and child-

bearing.

4.6	Be r amlL	 -woraen 	psan

Only women tffer from Upranta	But it has nothin;

W do with J riIniva anatomy. No sax organ of the women are

..rion to he pa rcupribly affected.	Several vaviati.es of

are known. Some are recoriatea below:

(a) Quietness for some a's at a stretch.

A woman ma y be Li via'. a norDa l life. Al l on a

sudden she becomes rat iec.r t . She does not speak a word. She

net answer questions nou ask LJCSt OrIS herself. She

aeos aittiag at a particular place or remains laid to bed.

It is difficult to get any work done by her during the quiet

days. She, however, revives after the spell only to relapse

after sometime. The si.lcnL episode may last fros a few hours

a few days. If the period of silence is very insimnificunt

-CO1tir'e.1Cd-
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hop L.L'

to four CI five days and recurrs frequceEly,

ability to discharge her responn:Lbili Lv is affected

household feels the pinch ad a folk heaAr is Ca.LJOC1 men Li

at the justonco of the elderly women of the household. There

:CVC. no \YiDlO physical ST)LO11 of discomfort and op-

no cl inical eign of disease.

(b) Occasional fnini:ing.

An woman is caic and hearty and does her work

normally. But suddenly she faints. Women of the household

and Lhc noQbhonMood garher round and try to	revive her.

The patiant: IC'PIaLne in Lh': Sel1501e3S cundittoi:i from a

rnu.tea La a few Kour y . Even aiwr she comes to her sense she

akes time to re Luru to eoi:Ipie.to normal.. Usually after the

eLesek of 50riag has passed, the woman sleeps or keeps

rirousy for a day or two. if such fainting episode to curs

fieaucntiv the nousebol ci engages a folk healer. Up ranta of

a variety intrferos with the domestic schedule with dis--

p \TO c..nsequ aoes	If an attack takes place at a time

ahcp	 7 meils are to be pne arod , the household may go

without a proper luxlct. It somettrces happens LhaL: the woman

has an attack ehea a rice OL a curry was being cooked on the

chula	The rice or curry burns out as ever ybody ot:ter:cis La

the patient: and the cooking goes en cared for. i-iuking A r icC

k

-continued-
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cr duo to t.	facicn erd the unpi:cdi.c Lblc Lilaiiig of

	

.1	: JO:iS	1!ahir: s	-t e	fro.i	.e c t ;hen

O :ti ,.g beco:ics fi: lucOt	rid ].og- s	;in.	[ .1p:u.nt:a of

his i:"/pa is t:erefore recog:.Lscd as beram

,.s.?tLd; th.e apor	symptom of fainting,. ft is
ii the patien: really faints or: is in a trance.

OiiiE;fl WL gst.1e!. arcuoc. the patient do not take any step to

asc:Lain if the :oman has in fact lost her senses or is

merely im a halucinatoiy state. Nelither the folk healer who

is cailed in such cases	an clinical examination of Lhe

p at.

:c_aL:.c.	 co:m]..rLs

	

J:hark.rn	i.	it	ha..cns hc. a wife, who was

S o long cOi: robos and ac -L 	gr CiduE.l I-v becomes redu?.ed

no other CONI .-.ai	 PnL she ccrnoL eat because of

apuot:Le. She suddenly loses apptit:o and gradually

.1 natia :	A s Late	comes when she is -ì l.moe t reduced to

sk: .1 etc•:.,	niec ..aJ	alt ation ces:.:, , the woman falters in

her deJ.lv :tinity.	gets casfly tired. She feels lazy

and loses all encrgy for work. A he ram is therefore ueLecce
1	 to .clL: tr'.::nit:.

t

Ii
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a

iJ] children S ometime

& 0 no t S lecp ucll ,	fl	shai re s t lessnc4s. t1.L thu7e con-

la:	ar: consid2red to he syTrotc;ms of a beram of the

mo: .	A mother is suffering from Upran ca and is subjected

folk hea'ing if her baby shows symptoms described

re or	 or other sainptota:;. The muman does not shod

any yi xihla physical comp lainz y . Nor thi hailer ••aniiines the

W7 jT the mother for finding any oiIri.i.cril pinln . s of disease.

The ma rJ;cr 0 t.rad for 017mms which apparently relate

to tilC bob.

Lhis is, no Ci3I!	0 giaElrIP_g exnmpla0. UISCriSe. OS a

idol coacp1:i.on as opposed to a a dical pheramc.00n. The.

Snern ?hY g ician would lava ignored the mother and examined

a brdv a fir!d cu: the malai se. in Dbaj.nkrira the reaac rse

110005, The pn2sibiiity of LreaUng the child does uot

a. Th ..........aty has ossignad to the mother the respon-

sibility of cr rir• the well-being of the child. If tho baby

a: mother is V i ling in p urforming Or role	There

:. f1' the Ir.i:rrr. .	ia the	rciocu.l Lural.

I1OXUS of bhzr nvra, a r:criari i s su.. lie ring F^on n. beram c,:1en

clinical ly tia: baby should he de p lored ill.

In Ll.r:ct all upranta cases of berani are socially

--	 r.onrcived.

-'COTIL Lrlueci-
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erneO of Dhz1ur:i has a h h rate of ferL. 1. LL y	An

uon p.: lw: sat lease half a dozen chtidrei. a.L close

pro:imj. But all children may not survive. Infant morta-

Lty raze. i ':u:L oc 0	i	t: women lose one child or two

a. a. serLos of	a t.c; ei ht ureca.aoeie	Sech events are

ac Lck-:c	:i.aus1.y.

But some wcmea. may lose a number of children cr lose

u •;c or zhiar cki ..ran in success:t.ve rrenencies	If this

	

OC'	1tOrvL1"	tOC Of mcuo.::	LL

and is declared sufferia from mailla. Death may take place

cita.e3: due to PLlscarr age or still Oirth, or in the lying-in

rom within ert:j days of 1'tii. or sirer leaving Lhe lying- in
1

a	not deLiver t:hc± children in

.L:Lv:i r roam or had room. When the Lime of delivery comas

the	ct:v	: ._rer isahcn to a ;zparaLe room c'her:. no-body

.sually Uvus. Ia Lhu ucll-todo houses a room is kept eai-

'rhed for the rarcosu md. mih: hove been used for the purpose

for	a eanerotions	This rr;anL e:J. la]. L:et I gho .	The

I lea d.c not have such a Dermanent earmarked room.

They usually use make	shift room for tte purpose. The

rather lives in Sleatighar for a full per,-Lc. of forty c1:us after

he birth of the baby. During this period, the no:.: born ba'uy i

I 01

-cont:Lnued-
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L: o... the rocu. After the fortieth day, the

oLu	nl the chiJ.d. coie to their ijr;iiai bed ru•m.

a thus rec: to 1cs of everai children due to

miscarriage or ti.lI. b:. :i or death in successive pLcgfls.ricieS

aaci o the ferty (ys f:b:Lrth

ia5;i:dtr &bserved sc;rne of these unfot:une.te

Theydo not show any visible sign oi disease.

Thoy perfc.crn rhe.i.r du ties normally. have normal sexual re-

lt:ioris i:h the husband and becoms pregnaril: in the LL.Jrmal.

They hai.-co serious complaints regarding menstruation

(mot ;ooicn of Dhankura experience irrciu.l.ar menses and un-

usual blae.dfng from Limo to time) except one wc an who is

am iu:cuisr itenses acCOm1)tnieclby severe pain

th tariods . None ot the mothers rcoor tad oey problem

4.. or the birth tonal. Morec,er, not all

deaths are duo a . Li bfr:h or m:.' raae. Somc ucmen teo.y

lose one cih. h ho he : ori.aLe. and one by J.t.th afto.c ic].ivery

.n another c•o.c. 1.cs: : be due to both e:is.carriage and still

oa:.':o oa..hr	r' tee 10	Oicb iii l. the.

loss of babies was due to t1li birth. All other cases ore

mLd cases of miscerriage, still birth and death after

delivery. Not that a woman has lost all her issues. Some

z are surviving. In one ease there no.: e. .o successive
mca

- continued-
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-	.	 ...	.	 ia KvUnh or.

In a.iot:her c'a:a thnre ';ere three dea Lhs- ccc still born and

rwo altec	 ls did not tfl1C place consecutively.

This women has ! ^)	:c:r.s who aI e

Modern nccLLcal reFearchers reporc that in Bangladesh

-ic mos t comrriea c.uscs of cFo deaths are t Lan.us and respiratory

.rouble. The former takes place as severing of umbilical

is aeae by a crude ac thod without taking any anti-septic

prer!:ian	.:.rataa:y tro'.Lbe may develop due to difficult

1-i.rth,: liJ of proper ccre after birth. The researcher

had er:Led to talk or these. to p ics with the ecineo, but without

SUCCESS.

:).;'	iei bodall

o	 dc:::s

QW: or gynocolof cal abncrmality of the mother. in some

sos , the death was dearl y W to post-natal infection in

depend.oro Of the mother. Pal: tn23e facts are not recognised

in Phankura. As a re cult the unfortunate mo the r i s subjected

:.o folk treatment	ri 	NO= is not howcver Louched. It: 1,;

an :ecocn s.:i chat .Larha: ha.L:.; a c:i.:.::in. the rpu..:tive

process may by dacac:v with the mother be equally renpaaisible

for the death of the children. This clearly reveals that

beram of n:allla is a cultural phenainenon and arises as a

cn.sequence of the ro le of .earinp and rearing the offspring

nssicned 1:0 Aorr1un
-r
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:: the ii! iut	wc1'. ri Kushar Bram:

Thim is ccnncLed with the sexual organs of the woman

-i:J :ro:s to the dichars frc:i rhe vagina aseoci.rt cd ';

pain in we lower alJ-cea and a burning sensation in

The discharge is cont:inoas though the flow varies

)—z madeiaLr to heuvy. The intensity of the flow is asso-

A vc yv performed by

.:: .iJieflow.	Work

ar the MR, rranym of weight such as drawing water and

heavy washing aggravate the flow. On the otherhand the flow

uhsidcs Koh rc st and confinement to bed. Normally, the

iS:e starts wit very light a1i s a imparcep I blo flow.

The patient c;ee not taks notice and continues to work as

fore. No precaution i.e Laken until, the women find that

-tow ll1c.rea6es TJ:.z.Jy wirk hard wk	By the time the com-
I i.aiLite :aa interf27ing with thn performance of the feminine

:-oi.e Ae bdram has become chronic. Treatment is therefore

initiated at the chronic stage. The result: is chat the women

C ..........	rdOUL [mosnar bwrLm are w; 1 a] y ocvon.ci iCo:velv.

Tho roeaa cher felt.. WL PEny of the patients could

have i.aen curet if =a0vow were	•. the early stage.

Since in the Dhankura society, a disease does not come under

the purview of the medical system until it interferes with

the p erformance of the family role, all these cases ''e re-

at: the chronic s Lae	The unjortunnte patients are

• 'ri' of the cultural vaiu r - j which rege. to LAP lives

-coil..ued
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It is 0 type of diaL 'L.a which aaci.s a cotaEa cic:Lng

later stagns af the pfegnancy or at tat: the chi t.:Jbi: th	The

symptcms are ftuc1uant: loose otu cioiis , abJoiiinal irx:t tacion

and indigcsllon. in ac:lLe crioss • the pat :nts may have to

Ansvor	 ; call alos r; every hour. The most striking

Nature is the rapid loss of body .isighL - In about a Tnoflt;h

-a paOeatpat  gives a sickly Ic.L.	Lc LLan of On heram us-

ual.ly sai:.as place after the yoman La; hccaae sickly. She

gets PaMly tired and c'mo: -t::aH to ha-: ci-::i.a chute

properly.	IL ba'?omes CtIt±.	a --a::f•rrn Lvy

:tcad , such as Owning wmer, processing the harve L	ic/bIle

t coaaLL:; ocher :amaa Q :be household are the firat to announce

LC berac of Cho wile, sht.Lks is often dei:catccl by the husband.

- Tn in Lkarikura prefers women with Habby c1ks, pro= &03

rounded brc:s , heavy la:tt:c cha and Krond waist line. A

sickly woman is not thereBre an amiable sax partner. Shutijc.a

pas.ents 'eneroiiy conCidad that their husbands took nausually

rlunl ilLetest in their recover y . in cases of other illnesses

4	' the wife the grauMother and other elderly iiomcai normally
S ILar the 1asatrncrL:	But one comparatively young husband

proposed Lo take his wife suffering from shutika to Tangail

for the si J.ana treatment.

Inspite of the interest of the ho ,sbandsjew paVM3

bava recovered fully. As in the case of koshar beams, sJa:

-continued--
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^n y r: n n& j y Ws start of :ratrnent. Shu:ikc' is

rCc1-]I',7 diss :. .	An VarL y	'	'';Lcal. ecm1'_ns1].on cciulu

Wect thcd.sc•n.e nad tceat:em i. ini L lated in :hn initial

st;e might so IL_ L:i:u 1. Pt due to the late social recog-

nition shu.Li.kci becomes chronic. Abij an had QYURD after the

Lrth of the sc :cid Mon. Not onl y that her L dy f a iled,

he hi a Talc third pregnancy which also Tesuind in

iscari. o:c. She v as very mach appre::ive that her husband

would re .ry .1± she did not recover h er 1:O.rIfler self. FoLk

d not Kip i1::: much. h or lisbend has recently

taken a se cond n:L La

4.10	E y-r im cf the women of Dh ankura

It is menstrual acnnality, Mens t ruation starts with

.cute 1oia and drk ciotted bleeding. The pain continues

WX abut three slays gradually subsiding after On Orn :JSV

WEeZves pain is so excrutianing tost the sioiran is iorced

to :jd:a tao bed. Mavcmcno A the body becomes difficult. Pain

and c10 sed d a rn bKojing oc.•..u:: in ovar y period, although the

df]ras cf blood may sounwha t vary. The real issue
+

	

	
is, ho.. ;er, t.hc beLief thn it delays pregnancy and

i,ads uLJmatciLy La sterility.

dadhak is clinically a disease. But for DhanFura its

ignificonoe CS o harem rests on the belief about danger of

—sterility. Uonon suffering from Badhak invariably undergo

treetment with a Vi.:W to prevent sterility.

- continued-
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This ii aJ.o menstrual abnormality and refers to L:r

Icr but prolorFA bleeding. iLciistrLtal cycle does not follow

coy set nn. .:n but is arra:ic.. interval between two periods

ary widely from peri.o'J Lo erods. and	e 00 cu 60 days
long	bc: when the period takes place bleeding etnd to

to chine weeks. Not only the period is prolonged, flow

:Lcchrg is quite heavy and more than nornel

lo],.:cP taboos tan da ys of continuous bleeding. Women

cannot: perform religices rites and have sexual relations during

these ten doys. Any bleeding ba.wnecl ten days is recognised

as disease and ;:La na boo i;withdrawn.

However, the society in Dbanhura does not adhere to

ia- lsiamic aiiriL to the menec-eei taboo. All menstrual

cod is cannROM polluted, no matter the flow extends beyond

Len Vays or	 :1115 p olluted blood is thought to he vary

harmfu l for	-. i.e. Any physical COriLae WIM the blood will.

contaminate the hushanA nrl tell upon his WOO,, J.he.bands

ire Lhe-rc... re forced to avoid contact during the whole course

.1 the bicedllir	If nalceni persists, it prits heavy strain

c-n Lea conjugal rMaLionship.

Pollution ascribed to the m:n.s Lrual bleeding extends

the cabin to the social. behaviour. A bleeding woman cannot

e.-Lrticrf.etc in the weddine, rituals and customs. She does not

-conc.Lnued--
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 :o.- -1 to the c-1Jor .	he doe$ not cook 1:113 rnai n iTooci

1£ E	3 sore cue e L:c I.;: tiiC oseho1d who coo cock. A

din :i; \;omm does r:: t:eui Le ctL1e ocr sows ro	ed3

or p1 oru_s Lhe vctaL.Les

e:rd-st.

Ja:TYu 1OJ1:i5 tie Uterus. A number 01 oc?rplaiflts of the

	

r coIled j arayur 2cc-h	The ma.n complaint

os fecli:. of .i:i iLness towards the vD.g	Jry ccrcolai.nts

	oc if t:he torus has moved down.	. hing hecc'mes uncom

foiL . : Ie an heavy	a ruvates the discomfort. Some

wcTp en c plainedof pain during in	cose. There is howevcx

no visibie sirs of illness. The. husbad does not obsurve

ony sexual	normality if the wife conceals the pains.

	

cusehold al.co fiL1a to identify ;yJ	rm s the woman docs

give up the noao.. chore

1Oi?1ti1 j	or dosh does not d.Lscicoe. the illness.

Th: hec.p secrecy [in . co	..Hn	:	c.[ cho fom.L].v

Olie. pOtiIOO	•T	 .1.2::n	 ri	noT; hO	hoc- whiiii;

A
	 way hr [og another woman if T fail to satisfy him."

uts of jarayur dooh try home remedy. Researcher Came

aurLn3S Cl.C.0) 1 011ILfl with those complaints. Only one of them

has gone :o a folk-healer after she. became seriously ill, and

enditton could riot be concealed.

cunc 1
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-	T,h.';: ::a	.i arayur dash is hardly a heram, although

the condition may be C11nicdli; rccogrLeci an medically

Labia dis-no . Tha codit-in Ls described here to high-

O.	:	. o-cu?anL.	am

KU	V Ahaukar q WnTen - DUM L &.i. :r

LC	:1.oJa'cn ia. the 1at: of ibo i.e

twing mother.	Two \.Ll/.(a' of Dudh Darkan can be ideflT. f.L?O.

One of them is rurev cultural. Firn L kind of DuJli Darkan

in the rwideihass and the iifi y itic;n of the breast
	The

brcaaLaaes marc milk than the infant may suck in	.1'I-Le

m:L.k is believed to be polluted and consequently harmful to

Lhe infant. Folk healing i.e resorted to for protecting the

luz aa..a..d i..nd c: Dank Urban jo the earaiica of the

hrancfed baby which	supposed to be the result of defect

in the breast milk of :ia. mother. (a: loug as the baby Reds

2t the mother's breast, all abnaLnQTVWP in the baby are

umaced t the mother.	if the chi? , h:o a diarrhea, the

vrrhar'F milk must have been polluted. The mother is there-

fore subjected to treatment even though there is no abnormality

in the •reast, the flow of milk Is normal and the woman has

no AMY sign of disease. Needless to say, the baby is

not giveLi ao.y treatment. Beram of the bother is cognised on

the bash; oi t:ha a'oap tco	displayed by her child -

-cmt:Lnucd
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t.:	1 H2 10;1100 	the fit vnriety is

on	1.h wnd :±L.r fr yi lack of

ajequana f Ic.; of min .	Y. iL1 CJUT 2	oss fl. so li laq,7

case in eJ .Lue.nt. househoLd. The clud.h darkan of the second

variety is i'arnpanu among the poorer and the landless villagers.

hcv Co not observe even LnrcLLman precaution against infection

the baby. Mosr child is horn in unhealthy conditions and

	

Ave in highly ;ust.	tiL:	cevi.L.'!neit.	':i1i of the compla in ts,

A the ckJJ	 '.. rie to in f e cni on 	expasurc.

S ince treatment is num inistered to the mother and seldom to

t:he child, infant mortality is rather high.

0. 16	Beram of fieo.kueca wOo'cn • i3on

Lcnj a refers l o c.:o L'::s of infertilVy. A woman may

- ^Oin D::.•c.cei'. Five cases of sterility were unde rao ine,

2	 CO 10212 dLi: it'' t.k:1 lcaLCIi	C0j2 t one, all the	rc:

172:10 apparentl y in good health. They had no menstrual trouhle

	

did not com1a	of discomfo r t in sexual relation. They

s,tcffc:.i the conce: ion of a healthy wife among the Dhankura

We of the Kris Y na renouned for her beauty before her

:.rr: ge and had a iwnoer 01 sutc.: .. Lacept that r hey did

not coflC.C1VC, tL.. '.:rc r DznnI :7c:o::c,	ihe one C y c2 p tion was

a case of hadhak. This women developed hadhak six years after

her marriage. She did not conceive during those initial

2 1	O2. it is POS SHIC On wcns;t P rl 2 000 f.

con tinue d .-
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-iy not Le the caunn of her sppc sod sterility. 	[1c:dert-Jl

.An	 KY not YOU ly clinical c::	tJco

'1e ci:her t.[)O Of the ailment is LOC 1ilOD J.Jty to con-

coio ji male issue. Such condition is identified on utkura .

. 'uuoo. may he very fertile. 	all her issues ma y be

fawMn. Such an unfaztunale woman is branded ill. 
rfL.p0

-arc four such cases in Dhankyra. One \/0m52 has three

Anc;her woman has two Male issues born within

i-'c years of marriage. After the first two issues the wciran

failed to CflOOLV? during	last four years. The family

houover wants a mole issue,	.: d one also has three

daught,in.	'i:.n	.e; very unfortunate.	She started

recai.	.; i...	:.	third daughter w p sborn.	But

.:.te of all trealmeat she had given birth to three s;re

-, uij  5(j is now 150 sner W six daughters. People play Lhe

rcruel joke on her that one more daughter and the paradise

Rath will be ensured for the COL51C.

Baojw and Ut.i:Ltra arc: cric..Lin $_vcly heram of the woman

•::,rutk:trn woman see never a bon a or

ut%ura men	Ihe word has no masculineLee gender. Not that

Dhankura people are ignorant of tnn role of man in the re-

productive process. But they believe that heel (Semen need)

01 L5c flfl 5always reccnd , wru n n and productive. If the

iS bonj CCSIOSL produce no 07vc, it is because the recei-

pient of the seed is defective and LO.IflflOtd sustain the male

continued-
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uo	 is Werefore entirely duo to t he fault

of the female partner 111 Le r : J.'rouucLive process. Sc of

the	 a WU(' !; o i nhank ora m ay L e coop Maly normal and

capable of baariu., child	Thai salt way lie in the h.uLibsnd

Eat they .ire the vict i ms cc We j o nvailing b2l:[efs and tm-

in the DIarnra culture. The [elk m e dicine

:h0t is app 1 cO 1:0 .iIo 1 .nrsnl also emanates from these h z liefw.

^a those circum s tances ihe clinical facts may never be known

and a fccur . rl worn n may have to live with the disapprobation

A s : a sill. ty throughout her life.

i	oir.l:Lcatl.ons of deli c;v

ocr, work normally during the whole course of the

r:agnancy which in considered norma l for a wife. Delivery

5!v makes place without medical aid. Only tao compl 1--

ions of pregnancy call for healers service. One is

hnrn. ise-pmi:L which ,Llte. ally means accumulation of water in

The symptom is sweLling of the cfloy	The condition

in	 a los .y oodaoia. BuL. scro swe lling is cons i.dod usna

la: prnancy. in four cases during the research,

nn-jiuian developed convulsion and regour. One patients

died. L.a aiLe of folk treatment:	The others were token to

Tocjil hospital	Two patients survived.

KheJ ashe-kasto is ano0or c.cmpLLcarion and signifies

I [licuicy . a deli vry . Inpit.e of pain the patient cannot

-continued.-
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Vivo blUh Lo the .I.'/'	Heai..o.:' s assistance is taken in such

r	 :LiCe33 of fol. ni ' icine is mixed. Cri' patient

I s Vn G wn to have	J. Two wc :e tai:on to Tr.n.e 11 1.c;ital

.i- v have,	vr. govt hroirh. nbc -. :fl. L:hi the ox-

vise of the female Li.k Analers.

Both Lfl'. ai)cv0 C011ip] Cci. C:. ' are C.L.LLI1CeL]v iccnLifiah] e

teni. trcaLmertt applied in early s1ae should be effective.

vt in Dtia'n1:u.ra treatment is neve: stwund in tine. Only

a:ftcr the dIeae has progres J enough no endan;er the baby

that action i s trho. Evcn m this late stage, the treatment

of choice is tho STV r.	. 	pregnant woman ii token

i ;estci-n medicine unless the family his lost all hope of a

.sssful delivery. That too in very iso±atcd cases.

Iiura wen	not gcod health in order to maintain

Lhcir energy renuired t:	V in 0a	mnfne roles, Satis

facto::ye::.:oiu:inc'e of	 ii e Rcy to their happiness.

Lu._i.r ability to york are therefore

4..	 .1 . vH to	 All synnt.oms however do not affect

10 C perfour7rce au1 nrc: not therefore evidence of a disease.

A disease becomes evident only when the symptoms are such as

•voLd prevenr a petiaot from the satisfactory acccmplihmcnt

of h: rli. A horom Is then reconised on the basis of

Wse	 :1 C L :L sympLons for recognition of bercii is

conL:Leuod-
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nad sometiacs the usb3i:1 first	coisc bet: the :e s p.

tO oSC;OLC-	 :u; such reooril:	(1iS-

ease doe.3 riOt acui:' E:.'.J.C'.L . L c ':LJ.t.1 canoe.

	

So L.l re CCT_ :ier. e	Lhe sy:p t:on1s is he. 	the

-s: sc•p in Ll	diagnosis	 e EcE the diac. Pathology does

p Icy any ro i.e in the dic;nesis . No paho1oica1 excmt-

i	The ph ciolegical condition

:1	•	 •;.::	-.	 ...... c. rhc Uc;anta case of

nor the

ty to ascertcLe if the ratient has ac-tually been

rc 1es:. In the ban a crise no :aLhologicol steps re taken

to ident.iv which. partner is actually at. fault. Dispensation

th. tree.tcenL, cs e shaLL ::sent1y see, is based on

t:.tfse.ticn of 	rrither thaii onaccrt:airiicnt of the.

s :1eLog e._ I cc'n*.t
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FM -.

ECL 4 0FO i.'t_ L)i	(_i::	 I

People of 1.)hnkuri do not nA H	1hey be:n

rat:.c1: they ask wig they become i ll.	7,cy UO not L)LhOt ob<:)IL1

1c j et)eiogic.i 1 changes or the AWNS development of a

s,'Lisc	'jO(y ate i1.i Lerea:d In Us cause.	'[heir C:

':.tpt0Th of i disease is Men a d: :u.rl)tie,n of the CaUue

Sume I-	:;C3 are named after the cause as perceiv d by the

	

•	1	. •.:	:.	 ecu n purfWl

	

v rLt:	:	1!• man, P on the pa , i eur.	'Li's:

case of SeflSc1wssfless is usuall y described as ghosL possession..

5.1	The nature of the cause:

iy infcrraat ion that the disease has been due to

ieLactiou has NUIC anneal Le the people. If they

rc told that chu1e.a has Men cinsed by di:intini; water of

the p ond pofLued by the cholera gorm, Quy are not convinced.

r1eu:sc man .y people have drunk the sco:v water end they are not

'.Lh.re hOSt 00 SDILC UL i.ulLS Oi.U50 .?hv a PaWcular fl3O11

s attacked h-v cholera ed nAMS :1:!: Lr ra.kirig the same

"polluted" water. The ijnankura peurli. ..nt the UI i mate causes.

The researcher on seeing some cases of Lprun I a of the sense.-

less -ness variety had t itl L	-	i fl::' On women L tic;.

-

	

	 Huse were pui:.:i.y medical cases ci tiy:u'a.	hut the women

Alt tha L even a,ren[ ulfi, these  were h y steria or something a .Lm.L -

-Cont much-
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ro .	people, the qucstioxi remains

t y Leria o.:ed chese women and not ntiiersWhy some

wor.en have normal delivery while .Ln the other cases the baby

is T5 2 doi:; . .? V:i some breassfed baby get diarrhea while

ochers do aoL ? The villagers are not satisfied with the

i)rcholodi.cal or the purely clinical explanation for

such conditions, T1av want to knew some .11 iirate cause. A

Maier, OILO • .einli.ii: satisfy the p:n; feats. quest for a

cause, in (k)UIiCcI to failure.

The eawu that Dhlire people seek has its ultimate

origin in AI M , the Almighty and all powerful. Allah is

bellcved Lo hive CTaaied the univcYss. ci I. the beLte; md

fi rcoEi within in All the event s of the human life and the

arth, the caLaciysli:s and the disasters, the changes that

ccur in the universe are ascribed La Him as the ultimate

Po thing riot occluding the disease can happen unless he

so	THe woman K Dtanknra cLcarly expressed that

Onni	 labor .ciLcc' (;.'i-tn Lover happens is the wish i. [ Al lab)

is hol ;.c'\/ed that e r ryone in LILS world has heen allotted

4

	

	 pnt.-.:uLar period during which he or she has to I iva. in

chis wand. 'flcn the L period is eve r , one can in no way

escape death and no one can meet death earlier LLi.L1 is scheduled

for him by Mah, Janina, nlritya , iran, hera Al Lah ..ci hate

(birth, dea.:h, pleasure and disease are in the hands of Allah)

[uch conviction makes the peopic aLali sL. They accept mis rica

-continued-
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: j ui:::

	

	 lato 1:	i.:cd by 't1;h aid

onforrn io t:he be lief th:.it 'bhsger .L.iichan kh r-, nd;-,, i j sync"

designed as tack is not poss Lb Ic Ci change,)

Al j- 	does not , however, d.Lractly des]. wi.t  dlscses

i-ia dcc s not leniselt nvfco pc(spLe ill.	Ho has assigned Lhis

task :o cerLin orces arid bei's seated b y Him. These

:::J

Alldh is thus viewed as perir.it.t:ing dJS SC to occur

through the apencics c-f van oui proima.L causes. These

ag'ncies are otlueri sui :aai:ure]. , sorse times natural nnd iay be

huiaan.. The proximal causes are onl y the nodi.a which are

belicvtJ to he conrroiied by Allah, the Supreme P0mg,

ha mu a .duj] in flh .krai i.vo s in cent mucus inter-

with tiie su)erna.mural the natural and the hu-man

;Lcn am, ena - husisa, in which lie lives in reac1on to man;

naturel , in which he lives in a psricu1ar environment and

U1 C Jfld.flS; COd supernatural in which he grsI) LCS with the

i n ,,s-LHl p	It is, thi-, .. sfore, likel y that diseases shoiALd be

consicla:ad to result from the undesired maladiusti p ents with

all the three tynes of relacionships -- relationships which

consticute the cultural and social patterns.

Ass-sr acly ::o broad types of agencies arc: L)elleVed

faa the causation of diseases namei.y , the super-

(wLac. i

continued-
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n:d the 1us1a1)

The	 I1:i r ]..caLe"orJ:

(o) Evil 5::Lr.LL	 An

QQ Out

Evil wind	Ba.i--U.:

Ha a F

a

(o	R.Luoi or physical impurity	napak or pollution.

(h) Wrong food.

Sorcery (Jndoo- L0ri0)

iThanT-ura people do not succeed in giving a clear-cut

demarcation among the Var.LULIS agencies and sub-caLegori.es

^onsidorable contusion is revealed in their description of the

power, fjacti..c;n and the overall role of the different

caLeonies of qcnuies, A p amicular disease is not stead-

fastly related co a particular cause.. Same disease may he

caused some time by one agency, at: other times by or hcr

:a:enC/. Often more than one agencies are blamed for the same

isease. The villagers' explanation of the relationship

between a disease and its supposed cause do not follow a

logical sequence and is oI.on too invoi.vecl ann round-shout

to be intelligible or uccoatable	The .ahsoc.: of any rational

apuonce does not, however, prevent: the people from believing

in a causal relationship between a disease and i ts cause.

- continued- d-
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4	 i iot tea atun.l. cau-:J. connection but. the be.Lref

usntion which is si; n ioant	The belief :n

csusalLty is sancti:[I. ed by tradition. The per---' e of 3Thankurs

do not keep any wI.tt2i records of the tradit:.on . The mcLca1

ta.aii t ions have developed over the ages. No-- body knca .;s how

they deceloped. Each cenerat ion carried the traditions by

ainaary. Researcher came across an old widow. No bod y knew

4-	her	iverybody called her grand-mother. Ras.earcher found

•	'a:- ad dcaabcar used to add-ross her as DadiH

(grandio	: :' a the. arno sit Ling .	But this woman was a

human storehìouse of customs arid traditions	;•

proh- i.ems issues and events occuring in the vi.l]. 'an , she coui.d

drs;j upon her past experience. Anybody who spproachcd her

with a pcoblem will learn from her almost endless fables and

anecdotes. It: was true that she was often inconsistent but

•:.er balc ideas were clea:s	In the aroc ess of oral trans

fl:lSSlOfl, she original traditions underweat transfoimation throu-

als nterpolatic'r and interpretation. But the basic beliefs

coni: Hase to exist. Same a pp lies to the rnedice. scene. 1Lth

all canfusions, ambtgs.ities and irrationality, t three

4

	

	atc:gorias of causesamply account for all the diseases re-

ciis'd Lu Dhanhu.r

5. 3	Sunernatural causes - Jinn and Bhut:

In disease ca us, at ion the superna tura I agcnc 1. es n lay

Lhu OC'IfliflOflt role in .Dhankura. ihe people of inaakura arc

:•inab].e to comprehend. the extra-mundane wor Ld wIth their

--continued--
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nowiedge and reisoa	They,WrAore, indulge in the emotional

analysisof the u'rPatlJ ] and perceive it in the Morserse

mysta&ans forms such an jinn, bhut and bau latash

	

Jinn and k hu.L	 active media to c:

beran among woncn of Oha n Ava. they are iiiviibSh: but live

L:u so r i f Yy to a' ....	.oi.:.L.ou	They can.

in	 uS: on the

lIds. These invisible spiritual beings can rest anywhere

in the sky or on the soil. The y have sersatien similar to

hunsan beings. They feel hungry for food. They get angry at

the unexpected and unoLsii:jble state of affairs. They some-

Lime blend wirh the air and loiter around. The y however

prefer certain places as their rooting spot. ThOSe are the

bamboo grove, the banyan tree, the mangoc grove, the marmalos

Mee, landing stairs of a river or pond, a deserted bari and

he backyard of the VA. big trees are believed to attract

tin 	beings who ortcn make them their abode. Bhuts

and finn move above or round human beings and may attack

'cmen by cnvering thorn,

.fomen of Ohaukura believe that these supernatural beings

Ehe people (tarn amader m:ddhe achehe)	But they

are more vigilant and active at certain hours of the day and

in risre of the week. Tuesdays and Saturdays are most

active days, right noon (hhar dupur) , tTW.LLLght Ausk (kali

andha) and early morning are the active hours of the spin-

ual beings. On the otherhand, new moon and full moon make

-continued-
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heric cond	ions	s b	:c•i t	1:a	iil re1it:on-

c'hi.p et1b. tbe suparna tural heins

gs 9r: c	der.	t: c: }iaV2 '.;ti

hu;an owe :	Thoy my be. hen vc.1:n OK iae . Bhuts

crc invariably ralevolent:. But some Jians are known to be

	

JHr	:t	:e bor i	. :Litual. b .3no	But they are

not the same. i	following differences are fond between the

J Lan ajL the Bhuc

Bhu !	 Jfnn

1. Bhuts are ghcot C *:oiad	I. U inns hva Lean created
oar beings who uet unnatniral	by .]Jah and are made of

7.nns also have super-
natural powers but all
Jir"1s are not malevolent.
There are. also Lenavo-
iao	.i:ions.

j inn.-,do or cii ore
thai.. r forms.

LIA

LULS pO:oe's •	r5 iiO:iOfl .cn'e	2

hich is used fair oJ.evo
cu?posas .	\11. hhuts are c.iale-
volett.

hoLs can arid do	 ke. dt-	3
fererit: awa- iasp:Lring cor

-	ci: oniorcL.

ULc cs CLIII. t. :s	•rro 1	1. Lke
rotLen scales of tsh.

4.	JLnn.- errdt: pleasant
smell.

-	 :ttJough distinction between Bhu and Jirm are garier--

ii 	WOflIOXi are rather c.onfus ad in distinguish Lug

_ri on. fl- intia-d--
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;:tween hut and i Inn cc cause of diseases. A:; a cause of

disease there is hardly auy difference between the two

pirilua.l agenc-ies of d7.SCaSO causation. We WLIJ, teicfore,

use the terms E hiuL and	nfl Lntercnangeably.

Dhuts are alwaysmalooleni: and be.i. evd to asume a

Lmber of terrifjiru corporeal fons including human or animal

:ms except that of horse. Ancordtn, to the corporeal. forms,

hU. ts are i dent:ed by different names, such. as :aaksha

Nishketnda Dac. Nishkainda is headless with eyts on the

chest: Shaksha , :Lu the Phankura imagination, is very ta.l and

hi.g with curly hcorc all cnsr the body, clark eyes -and big. flat
•	I	-	- ats. All the three o'-e conceived

a. - :spiting features. The female shut

is cl.J petni. P..:r.L usually takes. a feminine shape wrapped

a white sen. Face of hoth bhut: and petni is invisible.

r human form is also not usnally visitle. Ehut and PeL:ni

ma y assume these for 	cud are visible if at all at very odd

hours like late niyhu and twilight evening. They give up

tncir form wcne var they poe e s s anyone or stare at anyone;

cid oun.iFLUC Lo rcuaiu ',-:iL	the 71 05	SC:i invisibly.

-	teate believed to have	cir origin in the ghosts
of the illegal children and corpses that met unusual death.

in Dtumkura, illegal pregnanc y s very strictly concealed and

ffcrts are made for effective abortion. If abortion is not

;essihle, the newly born bastard is buried wrapped in old

-- continued
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at t.he backyard  o1 the b.ir.L	These unfoi Lunate

..rcatures oc'ome Huts,

2eople w'o meet unusual death cone back as bhuL. For

anyone who commits suicido , icorneaebhui:	It is

the inner substance at the person that turns into a bnut.

The inner substance is usuall y called "Ruh' rh:Lc. does not

:1e. A human being lives so long the ru a within him.

'ai is the guiding and living force. When a person dies a

natural death ond buried the tub remains in the tomb till

the day of resurrection. After the body is buried to agents

of Allah visit the ruh and ascertain his heiief. If he had

hi I 'i; ed in Allah. : raegleent is flLduC for happy existence

of the nib till IaUrrcCt.O1I	Th• anbolievarh rub is subjected

no torture. But rubs cf all 525P KyLntai.n ::a.I. death remain

'; tomb which is its ahoce tilt Iciamat and cannot become

Rub of persoo dying natural death cannot become ghost.

ctly the rub of persons meeting an unnatural death returns as

malevolent spirit. Ehuts are thus deceased humans who had

uniesual. death. It needs to he pointed our that ancestor

-	:	 Dhankura pcople unlike African

dea about ancestors becoming

Uhut and coming back. Bhuts are drc.asad human beings who had

cited an unnatural. death. They are not identified with any

kin group nor do they possess only the members of any patti-

har kin group. Ancestry and kinship have nothing to do with

activities and behaviours Of the hhucs,

-continued-
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r:..afl a noor w:i1ifl,	turned hc	by a	cabao grr;a

'..h].ight e'vcni.; viJ;n	:	J. 1L1COV.'.CCO .	Uh:ie p ' 5ifl

by the rave fa tan suCcieniLv iensed a ct1ong bi as : of .ii_ad

Tb-at night. she vorrited ana felt rain in Lhc stoma

:a icr was cailed to identif y the bliut that had. pLssed

Ratan.. Uswm his ski]_i the healer surtrmed tI-&e bha: dd

renamed invirn.bi.e hut	ekc Lhruu,h Ratan. shut disclosed

.ar: :Lc was the bastard civLld of Dudan sea Cede who had

i-n	: t nay . Dud-an and Cede, a young boy and a young girl

had become ver intimate reswi :in.g fri the :.tlal pregnancy

of Cede. The hasta.:cl was killed secretly afrea it: was born.

vrr trn c::nca .. hat t	e	a bamboo grove

has nanoved lb by her '.,.noerree head, jOOSS :Ln hair

and her shadow fa leg on tbe tiiut while the le:tcr was taking

stasw of pregnancy.. and strong smel'. ..	Since all, these. phena-

cn'na a:c	ssocJ a L:'i wjtT.	rorcr1 , bhu:s prefar to pe..:se:	n

In Dhar:::''-i OILLa :ne:en FFC JL;unu to be targets of the

and do net

bier r	cur;	e.r:La:ble.	It has n.e

p ersonification. Jinn appears, if ever, as spark of fire.

moves like btiut 1. has sarong seasat ions. i.1w: Lout ot human

Jirns, unlike bhuts , are. attract:ed b y the beaut y o[

wc: .cen . Beautiful young women are possessed b y Jihi.

contiru.ed-
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I: ih huoan in sex urge. They are known to

c li e- La :u1: i al. d:LLaLS as w yes	They vis c their wives

t t'ibt: sni sl.	wiu±t them.

i in:1 may p0S	ayL"a?. p re i:eribl;i women. Jinn pos -

ses•icri isoy bring good luck to the possesscrs, it may give

anuu. power to the hosts. The hosts may not fall. ill. in the

;din.iy canse buy may become 'z a: :.:.: d.	TLei r	c..oa.a

..acearratic they may fall into trances	J iJi.i Lrach

a: s:h :ime is accet:e-d as the utterance of the supernatural

beng. These pei:ons, neirig teus n tar more direct couch with

the sanornatuval than ordinary mortals , are restcc:Led and are

cfen consulted as oracles  by the peop.e.

L  L 3 Ln'i"' not beneo lent	The	ilcvoient .Jinu is

Jinn and it brhavs like the bhut. The

-	 . in': r ch; only women and not man

±i±Id

As is ev 4 dent irori the above , the women in Dhankura are

in a special reiation:.hL, '7ith the hhuts and the J inns. Dhan-

: ny . society cxpect:s the vomen to maintain a	a	ncordii, on-
IL 

uaterterrLflg La I ac::..-n.h..p 'itJi the spiritual beings through

complete aloe	frai:: the latter. They should riot allow

i c-	t o fall	tile 0 t	 j i or	Wey nut not

ocassicu .Lor st.iillulatlflg rae exeltrTe ilt I) the sptrit

.:eings by displaying their bare head, J.erig 'oose bali:,

blood and state of pregnancy	.Je spirits m.tst nat srcl]

..contjrued

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



-126-

• hii : •:: :.	.	N:: ect.ful. hehavoor on the part: of the

ien may arouse the displeasure or anger of the spirit. A

bhut vxcired by the saal.•L of the feminine body or by the bare

Wad with loose Nnir or angrcd by the fLiLLy blood or state

of pregn.ncy (an angerccilLigntdued b y the shadow of such women

a1 hug on the s pirits) is likely to attack the woman and

her ii.	in other words, the women must maintain purdah

.hc riUu: of modesty imposed b y the society to keep the

hc. away.

Most cases of Upra.nta are caused by bhuts and jirns.

A wcaio:i has Upranta when a spirit being takc:s a fancy to her

as is anqcred or d sp aasc 1.	the bhu'c causes her to suffer by

ona a! ;:a: 'o •,:a	TO hh.:t may enter her body and set up

its at ace insidso:. AlternativVy the bhut may cost an evil

re on the woman. The difference between the two types of

ttac.k is det.ertninci by the seriousness of the beram. if the

symptoms show virulonce	the woman has frequent convulsions

and continuous sens p lessoess, or she has a vary long and acute

spell of quietness, or the baby at the breast cries menacingly

il onsession is diagnosed. Until the bhut could e ejected out

:f the body, the syiatoms would persist. Symptoms are less

acute when the spirit casts an evil eye on the patient and

dc . :in; from :i.rianediacely entering the body. In this case the

bhut pursues the patient and continues to stare at her from a

'!"truce. No physienl cc:.tact with tee pacieet: is, howevc:

lished by the hhut. As long as the pursuit is kept

-continued--
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by ;:.r	s•t.ri , the wrnen suffers from a	mcra , thoughugh

 ams CiO not become sery acute

s 2.2 and. is uic.rr.i ad e igh years	i'e 1.. es in

the father-in- bn' household.	ne moi .ng she did not leave

the bed, s 1 though it was unvsual ] y in .	no that -in-- law

her to leave tn bCd. She

hr	::	:1.hed or re-lied- to tno lliories Of

he hisband an4 the mother-in-law. She became quite reticent.

ihe case was diagnosed as a case of upranta caused by the bau

kurani, a bhut who hoes not take any Form but moves upwards

in a circle. No one has ever seen. the baa kusm.ii. but its

cxitenCe is reuognsc-d.a as a ccuse of the cjuietncss variety

Cu uprrnta. Phm.ia was caught ght Dy ne hau urani Luie she was

cing for a bath in the canal. The iThut was an.ered because

:y tel one ct r h: noon rhich was unusual for a woman

h ic.ncd

}asna 3	1 .es in a	init family. Suddenly she became

seless one dry. The condition 1 ..erslf sted intermittently

co dr.ys a Fter which 	,sn, hnrht y crme1 tar sor a

eai three hours at a Strrcn.	55:00 by a bhuu: cc ding-

nosed. One C aulna, iLasrLa had the audacity of pass lug by the

graveyard alone and her shadoc-' fel	n tI oil 	hhtu. By so doing

She incurred the displeasure of the malevolent spirit. The

•:UStom ad/i. 005 t1O 0cn:10U fl5flSi	O3 Jfl	Y'

:. : :rd. ofL.: dusk

cent
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Mina, 21, 	pregnant. One lace afternoon, she sat

by the bank of a pond a: the backyard of the bari and dried her

heir In the afternoon sun. :h:.hienty she collapsed. Fortunately

s: stcrn-1nj, .-w her in tiar condition.	At her shouts,

elders rushed to the pond and rescued her. Since sac

pregnant, treatment as advised by the clears for procecteg

The baby. Healer who was called to treat the case, diagnosed

n ns the act of 2 hhue who has possessed He pregnant woman.

iauThan is a. :urn r 1e'	Her firsu issue was still

born. The secLud one is a. girl aged one year but was still

at the breast. The baby shows signs of unusual rostlessness.

She cries a Lot without being hungry. All known methods of

appeasing a crying baby have been Lri..d. But the girl cries

a , i.	any palrab1.e reason. The household suspected the

ce lance of a buut . A healer was called to confirm the

:aaeicicn. It transpired that once during her first pregnancy

sbe 'v t. to her aunt's house and took lunch there. 1 Then she

started for home it became dusk. She had to pass by a "gap"

tree where a ceo ILved. Shadow of the unfortunate woman

resspassecl on the ace who uccc etely Look possession of

ar. The dcc caused the death. of the first issue and still

resided inside the women's body. From inside the women's body

it is stating at the gIrl and thronLaing her with its fearful

figure. The girl cries at thecic . Ut of the horrifying deo and

as Lad glare

-continued-
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'.atiSa. was	au the age of twelve and is now

u.;y years old. In eight ;eo'rs of married life she had

become mother of four children. Per husband is a landless

transport worker. for the last one month, ioL,m e has been,

saffaring from loss of epnct:Lt.a. As a result she has emaciated

a lot so much so rbK she feels no energy for work and is easily

tired. There is no bodi i.y ccm1jl1tri 1: s - no headache, fo yer, or

on any part of the body. Except loss "of apperite and

nsequent e'riecietnion and weakness, there is no other complaints.

This was a case of rpranta and the cause was diagnosed as the

work of a supernatural being. A few months ago she happened

to go to a deserted Hindu T. sri, This bari once used to he

irthabitcu b a Hindu i.amil. The faintly migrazed to Tad. a and

the bent remained vacant since then. The local people

alieve that the deserted compound has become the habitat of the

'huts and inns ind any woman going to that compound is

ot.acked by the inhabitants	No wonder that Fatema went astray

cn'i was caught by a	The bhut did not enter her body, but

cast its eyes on the wayward Fatcma. IL lives in the deserted

kari but it is continecusly following the woman ,with its glare.

no to the evil sight of the Out fatena cannot digest her

food. She has therefore lost Or appetite and is fast reducing.

Ma:L.L1H is another bares:	:.:; .:LisCd by the rns.levo-

lance of Outs. The women of QnakuW.Ilave that bhuts are

attracted by the filthy blood of menstruation, cnfirrent

and delivery. The bhuts therefore gather around the sharighar,

-continued-
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V	:V :;.ffl where. the e:pe etant w'omao g.i.ve birth to

hs:L Jse.isJ stays for forty a.ys aft:er birth. Tbcy are con-

t.nucusiy o'i the 90k-out for Lt OpuOrts0	otter t:1i

siar . The y , therefore, lie in

	

ti ha	 wau rr ten Her whorL

The gors to toilet at od: hours. There is no att:ached toilet

o the rooms in the vii lac, o ho' reho]..d.	rTomcn 1ia;e to go 'Co

The. back yard, which is a littl far from the 1.ivin3 room/bed

:;'ams. fH bhut:s try to Lake advantage of The situation. If

t.he z7 a :ecd in enLor:.n the newly delivered mother while she

is out of the shetighar, they enter the sh.atighar along with

the mother. Once they eater Lae roam, the new horn baby

becomes target: of ha: malevolence. The bhut mc' pollute the

bra;r m:Lk. It may continuousry stare at the baby with malice.

It: na y even. drink the blood of the new born baby. By these

	

1:	 .	 bh	Jo.: LH	a th baby

ta.i.r h:Lrth. Thim was a casa cf n.ieilla caused by a bhut.

Lbmirg the first: dclivey, Zah.ura went to the farthest side

cf the 1 ackyeaid pond on one tuesday to answer nat1re s call.

Hc had not been very careful about her hairs which were loos-1
AL	

ot t:he time she was answering the call. The bhut did not miss

the opportunity and israchiarely attacked her,	Put cha bhut

did not enter the hodof the patient. It began staring at

the patient from a distance. By continuously staring at

bah'rra, it has caused death of her o1'cLld.

continued-

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



1)

ila los c two issues wchLr five years cf marriage.

Tho third is -Jtve and six moni..hs oLd. Doath cf hor first

two tssuc: s was caasc:ci by a bhut ohich 1id entered hc:i body

Fazila was negi:Lgon	bout. c: movement . She ace d. icd fish

and immediately after she had eaton tbe dried fish, went

outside he compound right at noon. 'iThe pungent smell of the

icd fish eaiitine from her anno yed the bhut who was at that
1

ime quite hungry and was lookin g. for food. The healer had

takoa steps to save the third issue which was still alive.

All the cases of disease causation by the spi.rit beings

o'rn.ted above hare one striking resemblance. The bhuts got

hold of the women outside the house and at odd hours. This

st;:ikiiw feature oF disease causation is closely related to

r:d;bcu	fr5 nr.r.o u. :tus

•:rr.

Uhaukura cal t.ute o t a r.Lg:Lc norms for the heha\Tiour

of rju. women. A wor.0 should be modes t. She has been c.reat:ed

For the hur	and must not display her beauty to any body

dise. She mu s:: therefore observe puudah. It	feminine

.c.tmat t:o keep head always covereJ w oh the corur of the

saree and not to aIim: any body Lc, sue her hairs, nOt to

speak of ether parts of the body. It is not permissible to

keep bead uncovered in the presence of even male eldH r:s and

boown ..up relations.

-continued
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 5	i( _	 1	to

or t;o tahe ath or to

s cal ) slia al-i uld use vLmoat d.Lscretlou

J not rioiriai_I.y 1.ave. the hai.L utw.;cOCteG.	beta Phys.1.cT.1ly

arid os y choogLc a 1 l v, women a:e eak arid cai nor orot.ect then-

se]ves. TLy shou.d not, therefore, move alone or afuer

l ash or al: noon when roads are usual l y deserted. Society has

LP5t: viola"tion of these norms. Ad-

. . . the danger of being made ill by the

Oh l ts. cJome who v.ejaLr: toe norms of modesty and restricted

movement run the ia1c of being attacked by spiritual beings.

e man runs such a risi. Threat of disease caused by stririt

beJrigs thus ac:s s a	rong, dotererit ega:Lnst vtolatiou of the

]mine vfrtaea . That bhut:o attack women and never man ,is

a reu.i rider tb:: :-een are weak and unable to protect

:hmseives and r.	:u: cooa i.d :.urrender to the will and

LetiOn of aid.

The be].iefs about the iat.erest of the b1ius in filthy

b1d and pre nanor can rJ:o ha traced to the Le7:.ejs	ouu

-omen	A women	 f.LncIaent.	i

husband must avoid infection and contamination. This

.hysical impuri.t:y of the woman is brochL home by the bhut a

rioyanc of the menstruation and delivery.

Toet:her the bhut:s and the ji.nns exi.: in realit'j is a

- oparct:e issue. But tiLc.Lr behaviour is riot: unexpected. The

:• .-ar they hclare is not different from the way the Dhnnkura

people should behave. A Dhankura man or woman will not
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:;proVe Of a woman niovin oots:de Lho	.ri with hc3r d Lnc)vered

•nd sh . .ae	.	 .i.	i'k he ur she. tolerate

a woman so saL. :....::.:...	.scorLcd	ood 1-10 -,j. s,	The

1 ' 1 ..it exactly does t.e same thing	Th diffe rea	i.: that being

sarnatural hem, bhut has extra 1ursan powor of punishmetit.

in the form of d.Lseaso , sufferiags and death	on:a of

ankura are afraid OF the supornatural. beings . hut ;here is

o inclination to treat the spirit he:Lngs as w1imsi.cal or

priClOUS. Th'y v isit disease on women not without reason.

If the 7--man il: c :u'aJ by a bhut, she is also to be blamed.

Thus Los may or may not ex.i .st in reality. But their cultural

existeD ce is not in d.i.spue. P.y posing threat of disease

they perforn on import:ut function of effecting social control.

5. i Jf*f Lid.

:ot all diseasos are caused by Laus and jinns. For

example, Sharir-e-pni during the pregnancj is caused by hau-

LtaL. The literal translation of the exoression in English

is Lad wind. hut Lhe Li.to:cal meaning does not convey 1.he

.stuol sense. La handlsdesh wino blows from the north in the

;inter and from the south in the summer. The u m.d ho. dif--

ferent intensity e. different seasons of the year. The north

wind, is cold. A strong northerly wind makes the winter colder.

Tp	 couthern wind relieves the heat of the

burning sun. But. the south	 mern wind soetim ces eveio:s .nto a

storm cand is then called the Kal Baishakhi.. Ral haishahhi

-COflt]-flUCd"

Ar

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



-134-

z5M accompanied by cain causns havoc to standing crops and

.he dwelling h;.ces	The different phases and iitens :Ltics

of vind at different seasons have nothing to do with ban

-r ash as a. cause or disease.

In exlaininp bau Mash as a cause of a disease the

1;5pe55.Ofl used is bad mind has hit the patient	Smash

- ..

	

	The people of the Uhenkura does not seem to be

r comprehension as co what bau Mash is.

Some hci.ieve chat the atmosphere is full of various kinds of

substances crcai:.d by Allah. They float in the air and move

about. Some of chese substances are endowed with the super-

natural power of causing disease. When these malefic substances

come in contact with a launion being the latter falls ill.

Thase substa.cos are invisible and can: 'it be seen by human

yes. TI .re is cuother view which connects h.0 hatash with

hirit beings. Any 	that comes in contact with bhut/

jinn acquires disease causing aowar. While a hhut travels, it

uscas cut air. An unfortunate woman who is nearby may be

hit by the pushed-out air and become ilL

Mmilarly, substances which had come in contact n 0h a bhut

nay cause illness if they hit the patient while the contact is

still fresh. The nature of bau hatash may be discerned by

distinguishing it .fron Jinn/hhut. Dhankura people outscL

j jn.n/nhut in the iimys of themselves. Jinn/bhu y are animate

J3au bat-ash, on the other hand is inanimate object.

-continued-
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tLL1: :t c LiCS 0.! su;e , 3: CLiS nO	:onnory qucJ.i cios

or ct;fliOL")SfleSs .	 i)ht	tu,._:j; a women, i_c etc

co1cicic y ero,I exercisac	 .	Jncn baa bit.arih 'uLts a

, the pi:ocess	7cCha.J_s.Lc end ncci.dentaJ_

Certaain. j y ciid feat.ure of bi'a batash riay h summari.ced.

t is an iianiiate objec:. it has no sensory qualities and

annot cot Conscious iv - Ii: is, , however, supernaturns gency

'f disease causation. But ho it operates is not very clear.

d y to fi:c it into C l enents' (:.L&3s'Lflcation of disease concepts

IS another probiLis. It is neither sorcery, nor breach of

eahoc ncr nirit intrus ion nor soul loss. We are then left

wito di so•.	oh:c: jut: s1.on.	To caci.	dl,anents ,	the

:Q'io;': hc':e	r up for d: ceao: -	'.'c: J ni _i.G ion.	the

cotuel presence in the body of a taulYe, supposedly patho-

: c n.Lc	bstauce, ±.e.ther it is regarded .o	o ecbo',]irenL: of

a spiritual esserce at not (?. l') . By appl7ng this cri

i'JC ay idenc.:y bau bato.sl: as a toogihie oh act: and not

en &nic'.a:e. hcLng, As regards its presence in the body of the

:'o a r'ssion by the hcn.lers as	Li', S the .cc a]

AL
	 •e. ..c is tdiot the object hits 1dc pst.icnt: .	No coci..ti\ : 2, S t'ate-

ent could be obtained on the quest. on whethcr ban batash

enters and stays lns:Loe ohe pacierit.	the 1eaers insisted

:at doe object hits the patiens: but ;itways avoided to confirm

enters the body , On the ocher hand trrtone'nt: that

healers apiy suggests that expulsion o the disease object

aimed at. After the ealer has diagnosed that boo, betash.

- continued-
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rho patient (htash le,a che ) , be would	dare that

tau bir aSO e	 t:,n ct to cure the pLLat

(ha:a' Lahe bei	 h:te	All Liaese ei.cft:c ccrfi.r

iiifa y cy c e	the t: the 01)  j ccc ee	rs .rsd a ces in _Te boi.ly

unt:il it is thrown out by the devices of the I aler.

Bay hatash may, tiereforo, rescmbl.e Clenients

L{i cation of disease. nbjcL-iuLruiue,	But. unlike Ciea:nt:.s

an bstcei ! i Is not identified as any particular substance like

ha-r, boric or pebble. its shape and form remain art open

Ac,	 bean ri.'d anu. sb.:.L-e- aniLc. thcuht

EC) be cai sad by bau be Lash. During lieu first s a an

Rhirna stiowed si ens of ciedema. This wasignored. as a normal

Aeatnre. of pregnanc y . i3ut on the eighth month the situation

acdii:e complicated, liar whole body swelled up and she became

artally sick. The neai or cu-enesed that ecu hata.sh has hit.

C. 	Thi$ bau ha rash was a poison which was ia..ndering her

hloca. water. The wat a in turn was sccumulatlLlg in the body

to aake I hima ii, healer could not explain how the ban

a.Las la got hold of Rahima. do sarmsed toct: wh.i.e olug to

sha pond to the. b6 ck var:J or t- c, the parent s house , a bhut

might have passed by her. he asked the household to be

thankfoi. that the bhut did not chance to see her ohc:uwise

She ajch.t have been p ossessed leading to dire conseqi.lcnces.

nash-
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he rem .Ls sorset.mes diagnosed as bau F task.

n u	had suffered a 1ot: f:om this diFea. Sc	It was a case

of lar:e diauos.s	ha was treated by two folk healers

con s ecuti -:ei y. The first ore iJensif:Led physical impuriL:y as

the cause.	Uh t 2 econd healer shifted to the wrong food. But

the condition of i'iahila dc	..Lnrs -ici .	The third healer

:ed her fo rwn days. On the tenth day he called his

inn tu -ive final. vercLct, of bau batask. It is
cw

wotthwhi.le tO iRantJ.OnLIt sometimes diseases which batfie

tre:n:ment are diagno3ad as -al	-,botash at a later stage.

	

'7. 	cause of disease:

Clamant:: i.ondCs 'ali tncsnio: which :xp1sin sickness

as a punishment	oh Codicr breach of religious pro-

Lhitio	or social prob.ih dons having diio.c sanction' 1 under

.he hea.ding breach of taboo. Becse oF her inferior ponition

a weaker sx that needs constant survcill.aL..ce of the man,

life 	Dhankura is hedged in 1w innumerable

	

n :ci±Teod and n:oenen.t	The old end the elderly

women of Dhankura s ti:ongl' bc:lie"ne that the '. o1.:ition of the

AL

	

	 :aboos causes disease and suifering. ibw, h•unj of so many

t.nboo that a]..mcst all. diseases ma y be traced to the breach

of the one or the other. Fortunately :nsny taboos are no

loner observed by the recent generations of women with no

1oLimui effct. Nany taboos are c.un d y in out nnde: shee 

croas F. uence - The elderly women, L.wever. co ilanin that

nie wcn.cnfolk has gone astray. They sincerely forecast a

calast.opee that	nis bound to take	 'Coe place 	punish	wthe waard

Violation of t::bco
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c . at. ,Ofl;	re	otc the. t:r ,it.i.n,al values

17L,L1.].	 iod and

t:hE; : . r frooco ore hliove.e1 hy all t:o cause dis'.ase and suf-

ftrigs tIal crity of hse taboos are connec (j with pre-

.rnonc.v arid child Lirth. Pregnancy is a crucial stao in the

ny expertenco that the rateS Of

'am md ncn'	:fity ara very high, It is not only

1i	UL thosafeti and protection of the child is

\TltO	iC, toe T')fl	5 05 i.-IC vJOflfl	TI her inability to bear

child or death of the new born could be associated with the

breach. of any tniboo hell will be let loose on th.,. unfortunate

woty..an.. The women o.f Dhankura, youna, and n d, therefore, do

not take risk w'LLh the taboos on such crucial matters. Taboos

therefc.re, Still play an .LmportsnL part in the life of

Dhn.iku.a'a wcsia ansi their via lii Lor. is dreaded for the possible

so es on the. health a the	a:a an her of f' s priris

Jiroac of die.asehus operatos as an ins trument C social

concrol againstof taboo. Some of these taboos

,snd the diseases ceased 'by their io Let ion. are listed here-_

Disease caused by the
broach of the taboo

c	hienstrUaL ill , warsoLl sI'.ael.d

not cross a crab-hole.

b) Menstruating women has .1 a

take 1Kafaj ira' and boa ,

-continued--
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7. L 1J 00

.)	PrenanL	oi::n ,!!ni.i	at
the Shadow of a h1 al

Lree (the bari.r:ee:Lo
.:cutanguia)

d )	'.? o go .:.t :'oote	old not	7
].owe r.

i)iseese ocused by
breach of t1:e taboo

Still birth.

stiLL hi:Lr.

renn ii omen iUS L not move
7.o public.

:	1:egTioQt w0m:n must not soiu
ag3ins: t.1o3 current.

g) Pregnant women must noc eat
during the eclipses

Sexual relation should he aoided
dnrirtg mans t rust ion.

woman mus : not use too me oh
co smecics.
Women should not eat copra
Women should not clean hair with
na: comb ouLide the roan in
tCiO 017Ofl

1) Manstruatin	oco ho old not
take eggs.

'oen must remtn Virgin before

Difficult ehij.d birth.

Di ff:i.cult child birth

Difficul t: child birth.

Nahuni End hadhak.

Pot - natai diarrhea.

Infertility
Haillr

Jarayur dash.

Padhak,

Sm

laboo mentioned above are partly social end partly

oc1.J Yoco- . Islam prohibits sex during the mensLruation. The

ULou teLI :L 0 L! beliefs restrict eating during cite eclipse.

The Hindu belief has infiltrated into Muslim society of

.hankura. Some taboos have both social and religious appro

val. The prohibitions against movement in public and use of

--cant
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'.:::1.s P ro WEAK as Lslaatic in j unctions. There are

othcr taboos for nhich religious appcoval is not readily di.s-

ccriLic.	Lhcse are p.Ly sc.al ta.bos ari sing in the

Dha.kura culture	Violation of a taboo which ha3 rhe d v no

s2tciOn is called guna. A person i': commits

tined to rot in the hell after death. MU such

runishment airy not be •i sufficient deterrent. for nany people.

A girl who indulges in pre-marital sex is uiit:y of guna. A

remote punishment may not deLer the youthful girl from the

a s y stem of social

zwr^ 7 n! vi U s cro .ini::h o'er.atns in thT 7 world quickly and

mnediateiy and is thus more effective. A girl can tting

guna at prenaeiLal sex runs the risk of being attacked with

L;adhak which results in loss of fertility. Such a possibility

affects the girl immediately and is likely to he stronger

deterrent than punishment after death.

Frazer calls taboo the negative magic as opposed to

sorc.ry uhJch he calls positive magic. "In fact the whole

drr.:r ne of Moo, or at all events a large part of it, would

re':l to be cri1y a special application of sympathetic magic,

with its two great laws of s ....ailed L:v and coo tact. " (Frazer

page 19) . If an individual or a society considers the effects

of a particular act disagreeable or dangerous he will abstain

frnii doing the act and the society will prohihft its members

from doing it, "Positive magic or sorc€ry says 'do this in

r:ier that so and so may happen. ' Negative magic or taboo

continued-
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Do nPL do this, le ast so and so should happen.' The

oi positive magic or sorcery is to produce a dcai.rel

c:ijcet ; ibe cia: of :tegclL:ve magic or taboo is w avoid an

rsra11le one. But both consequences, the desirable and

the UndC: irable ace supposed to be brought about in accordance

with the law of similarity and contact.

Frazcnr' s low of similarity and contact does apply to

i.ct.	in r y sc (a) the a:Voh-hc1 e may

cc. simulaLed aTO-. pin:.: in Jo vaginal hole. A crab boo;

i'ecu]iLm1 shaped l	with which it gripes and seizes at

Kings. If a woman crocs a crab-hoc she may got griping pain

in hor hole ti:irough similarity and contact. In case (h)

:'cl 3ira is a jet black spice and VQA is a fish with strong

scaly odour	Bleeding of hachak is black-eclourcd and emits

-. smell. If a women eats kalaj Ira and hoal fish she is

to get ho dhak. In case. (d), a pregnant: woman should

not pluck fLawor 1:oc:nco if she does so, her own issue may be

)lLLtk5C from her we: b.	in case (i) , d..)CC....... CV

ha: been applied to difficult child birth. Swiming against

oat is diff:.eclt and tiring. A rcnomc should not swim

the current: because it she toes :. , her baby may find

it diifinuln to swim out of her wOOK.	M c	(j), dried

kernel of the cnccs:t: Las been likericd to sterilit y . If a

woman coos a dried kernel, she may dr y up her own kernel. In

case (1), eggs We a hard shell. If a nens truati.n.g woman

cakes an egg, her vigirma and womb may become hard and she

-continued-
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e hug in the womb and feel pain during the

nt:coUrsc.

Th: cc are some cf the ways L	Ecukura women explain

Lhe causation of disease by violcL Len of L::'boos. As regards

taboos which are (2.1V.LLc.LV sanctioned such as (e) , (g) , (h)

& (m) women do ace know nor seek any explanation. They

V aijef in Lhe rjl relations as ordered by Allah. As

(c:) and (L	no suitable explanation could be obtained

c y-r from the u.urv elderly women of the village.

C	 t en dcos not make any difference to

the beliefs of the peoole. Most women Jo not seek an expla-

nation. Wuc.cn fat aevIewc d are not in most cases aware why

.c.atcn of a part:i.culcr taboo causes a particular disease..

La-lie cc and observa the taboos because their mothers have

- ho;---I eeeJ th•: ce ec been advised by the elders. ha!: they

knew is that vli !at cm of tha taboos is dangerous and this is

what they need to know for the socil ty to enforce these

prohih::_c.Lens

iCzSL ctrecat.cu negative nLa{yLc as !TOflC gret discs-

n 7istaken conception of the associntOn of

ideas. " But unfolding of the fallacy will	easily erode

the hchicfs in taboos and their false causal relationship

with disease. The conception of taboo and disease causation

Tj woven into the cultural fabric of Dhrikura society and will

continue to cultivate adherents as long as there ace adherents

to the cultural system.
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9	 I.mayips of O se p a cau sa tion :iilc

Ike n	 play a minor 3:nl.e in the medical

acire of Dhanhura, T wu types flf natu r al Cfl.C5 Pre

(a) physical i..meurity , and (b) wrong food

j1''ca]v impu y n	Iu correct word i s

napah -- ^0^:ry Phe Y g ns trunn ion nd Lho c: 5. i_ d birth	The

bleeding during the mcnstioation is eal].ed, haez	The bleeding

lay ing the child htr Lb is knoai as nefa. A woman is napak on

both :tec:caa ens. The pollution e :zt:ends to ten da ys during

tho baoz and forty da ys during the hefaz,

f'l1;jtcn causes disease in two nays, namely, (a) by

diminishing the resia ence to disease and (I) by endenar5.rg

)	is r"na q Q coo va n n Lb Lhn napak woman.

in :)e contact with a napak

she may havfl miscarriage or still birch. Contact

with the n:ipab woman is a l so cited as a caura of infertility.

Q c.i. in; , a. nopak woman is not so much a cause or disease

as  counrOvOg facLor to aggyavaninn of an existing disease

is bearc a::: On i f a patient cci:; in contact with a ua.pak

It is not only the hleeding woman, but also her napak

blo :rdl ma y cause dL sinE:	Rahima failed to be eon;:

aLsee her ::arria'e s.: years age. ]ainJ ra avLgnosed the

:au;c to be eating of menstrual blood by Rah;.ma. A close kin

of Rah:Lia! a father picked up an enmity With the family. lTis

-continued-
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• ;Lie r: apod Lu m Lx her own. men.s L mu]. blood wf th the faa

vhich Rah, 	ci:e. She thus became sterile.

I coon in ceus tmuaLLon end childbirth iroc: Ly cat aOs

:urJ Sc. She is also a happy hunting ground of jinus and

hhuts . Special. disob Lity of thc unclean women has a tang

his tciy.	fear of tbe savage pCOpiC for the woman in men.

Lue LJOO cc CLUI d birth has been widely y :crtrd :Erom the

arl est writers to the most recent J:ie].d corkers. But under

ou.sc!:	.:on hg tI-a aborigi.ncs could. give only vague

e 	u .at •)nS us to tb. 0 , j,-. 	of th:Ls fear.	The Dhankura

woman a Isa could noL. eYptaJ.c what indeed was wrong with such

omen - Only p us i b].c ea:: eatico ma be t_het the co n temi-

earing" blood ci the omen was hig.gh ted by the patriarchal

ociety to 'juscifv he degradation and the subordinrjt;ion of
i(

• '	2h i::ac1:: aoutv1lau?.ncyof disease_causation:

TI 	, food is clf.viced .nto t:mo categaros , namely

bIul and harem. The eating of berais food is strictly i 0-

No Muslim in Phankuma cram cat such food. The main

-w harusi JOco are pork, tor;oi	cr.d. Ld cd:; of prev.

Only a few items of food are harem. flu:; L I Lciva of food

avai.tubie in Dhnnkura con be eaten. People of Ohankura eat all

ha] al food avaLLable in the village and within their mear. s.

• it they do not consider all hale], food equal].y condeot'e to

hsalth. Hai.al food are classified into thiee caregorfes

namely thoncba. i.e. colci; garam i . e . hot end rosha i e . uiOy
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 oe class ification has nothing to cia w:i t h cooking or boiJ..ing.

to refer-s to be iers about nature and essence of the toad.

'Jd[ao] ilcia salt rice., chapati. (hand made breod , I ight.

sroa l YacLe.tias of fish and most vogatciule.s . The chief

ct; 100 ci arc mac ,	buo t a r , and ..hi chene d. irL]. [	Large

.oieti os o;c Itoh,	io:ch, ooet p'l; a, stale rice, and

Load t "3 T_ 	cia cali.ed rosha loud. Thanda food is ideal

or the body. i)oi;Lng the men;truacion and the child birth

e fcto.o organs and the digestive system heccrne tender and

sensitive.	11ng this period woman should eat only the

nilanca foom to keep t:huir s y stem in proper order. Hot food

ccL'roys thc	 the body by generating mnianited heat.

a at Icco	000 c;±ad by the hot food is damagin.g to the

softer orgons.	t.o hcJ. tot	.	ohorefore, aggrcvates

e sypns cf an enis .n.:	coo to	buring illness and

Dha.ucwosa:n usually avoid the hot load.	[hey are

also advised against o.'lng hot .too-J during the menstruation.

1 is be ILevad thaL .. be hot food. sttoulatea sexuaL dcsrre

•.ch is bad J.10	tte wO.nar1

ht.i.le t:Lc hot food aggrav.:ite disease, the rosha food

cause disease. ShuLi.ka is a disease which is caused

rosna rood taken curing lyinin. period. For Thankura

period is the 'L­,,-,-.-Ly	 she lives

LhL	Ht.	T:'IOrLru tais poi. 00	loSOiliJi. OrgLlnF; relnhI1fl.

:.LrLar coot delicate.	If the —mother takes rosha food dur:i.ng

isjeriod she is attacked with shutika - Bacihak may also be

causect L:y she rosba food.
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OX. i.ain	some food are co1I

aä cLers arc hot o:r osL:.. (inc his tinction he tweerL the hot:

Sand the cold eod way ap ru: ci:	be their digestibi. li.ty .	The

cord ooc are	ly d.igescib le. Hot food lihe meat is dif-

fj...c1.t: .o digest	 d.L:F.hiLace.:1.i.c cepresents	he

fc:d	chit:.	Pcc. 1e'	 .	 .Iish,	eat,

ct hitc c in seldom taken. Due to hebil: , the digestive

:ysi:ara	 .C')ropondi cicre readily t:o fish end rIc than to meat

end egp . As regards :1e food value neat and e;g are more

nutricious because they have a ouch	ge.c pOIJLC.LLI content.

On the other hand rice and fish crc deficient: in protein.

tle rosha food che lasts of classificatIon is

still ic;sd'iar, alt:hounh they are. the :Ltens of food which

y related to diseases, Some women reported that

to A	.i'	vid.. I ace a	aros i	ii a	oncn

LCd T	 ekucrtly tose interest

Icsiic.'u!d. be ev Id ....,t that the pcop1e of Dhankura h...ye

:o auch idea chat: en art Ida o food way become .Lnj urious by

4	cci.ng contaminated by	ras an1 ac.V:.La, ro mstter it is hot,

cc;ld. o" neH,	Tdey beii.c''e t:ba: 1 l:e is an inherent essence

in a food which gives it permanent character of being harmless

or harmful. These beliefs are eubadded in tradi -.ion and

have been acquired and cherished by the society as a cultural

:erit:ege..

- cont: inuod -
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lfliat is 3-t7jw	 (.'fl.i.O 1CILO.iflE:Cl E.1. .L OVCC the

Asian buDcorLLLtc-ii.: c	 J::.Ld of magic.	Fo ople ouLside-

Hangal :ere afraidid of 1he power of the magic of Bengal

(Barig: 1 1<1 3 adoc)	Old Hindu c :coicos also testify to wide

(an d

Ion;	c.. But belief in magic and sorcery persists

among LO v illa ge r s . 11em does not 2ltogcterreject the

existenze CI magi c . ..	at a reker enwe to sorcery and

sorcerer in the verses of the Koran and cho sayings of the

Prophet.	Ilierca...tar My throw their rope and their stick.

Men Fu57 said, whatever you have brought is nothing, but

Sura Yunus SI M, The Koran. Though the cal stance of

orcry has been aemitted, Islam denounces both sorcery and

sc'rcer±r. A sorcorar will never enter the paradise. Practice

a t so rcery IS a Ii.rt degree sin and the true .iuslrLms huve

hocri strict!1 forbidden from indulging to the prohibited art.

^ivi ver goes to a m a gician and asks eLut oyteri.os nrd

..........	whe t: he sea , ye- r iJy is displeased with Muhmad

and his religion'	Koran, i, 96. i'loreover, the scriptures

have ropeatcdi.y urged the Muslims to seek shelter Lo Allah

i.Lr:. Lhe	 ot the t):i:cr:rs .	Alice is all	 eer-

-	 rl	d to H dh t.:lca t:a:fl the ao;.:orcr and any bo dy who SockS

.•i:Lter from the cI.i art shall definitely be protected. The

- con i: i.nue d -.
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;Lrns who teL •ve in Ai].eh coed t}icircfora have no fear of

"As you iava put With in Islam, believe not ic

(Mishkac FiriF 797)

rut. I,s''Tnr: reap The cent i.nuo LO to afraid c Il j adno -. tona

in spitn of their faith in Allah and Isle'i. Sorcery brings

misfortune. An enemy or a rival may Apply it to cauce barn to

ropar Lv and i et)ULaLLOO	eadoo-- Lona may aloe be applied to

no o disease,

Taro is hencver • no professional sorcerer inDhankura.

it Is not uncommon. in JJhankura to apprehend sorcery as the

cause of disease and folk healers do often confirm the

'.t . LCi!OiiJU.	But: it has nevc-:e Wca en ahlis1ned who the scir'

caer is, people kc.ncral tb:Lt ohnk sorcerysorccKy involves

di:Tficult and often hazardous formula, roc complirated and

-:inscakirio to be performed by every body. Tho ingredients

oZformula used by sorcerer are known to he ve . y rare things.

CoIieco.an of nhi.oe	is also dangerous. For example,

cc ii;iO nr to era to be cc lected from Hindu burial ground

at the i:irdeir:}t of tc.	rt.,.nj nooa.	The collector must

4

	

	alone and	not be nwicoJ by any body. Hindu burial

rc ends arc: normally situated at a distance from human

habitation and is a lonely place situated among very big trees.

e 1 i vi I Thegers dare pass such a lace alone even at da y t;ima.

Moreover,, t:inc ingredients have to be treated with kufri

aiamt which literally means heretic vei'sea. it is believed

the villagers that some verses oi: the holy ursa when read

lolL to right in reverse order i	r::eeL. I ;onn.r . - The

-.i----
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azoay chnr in q uire! :rcrQ almost ::,oc'ifllager auJ every

to what those verses nre and how they are to he rend

in On Leverse diraction
	But noteven a single person could

All 01 th em were, 1/eVC,	uLmous

that Oi\' the sorcerer Lnows the secret	The art: is believed to

no acquired either heredi.t:rliy or through some miracle in a

earn or in an accidental rendezvous with a saintly man, Living

-- dc-id. All vfilage:rs ,howewer, bel love thet reading the Koran

in that order is a. first: degree sin and the person thus

mu j ilating rhe holy book will he thrown into the worst chamber

Ui nbe holl.	Lc is therefore amply clear that in order to be

o sarcezor, the villain must have an undax:ted courage and an

extrorneL' viciLi&s and malicious nature and a satanic Lempara-

Trflnt of riding YOUJ :.;	all : : -OA	 a ;Lous and divinu

LtflCtiOflS. ho one	;:. ' a.	:a;u: coming across

:aCfl a VOC100S creature nor the 7esearcher found anybody who

may be thought of as having the tfLaparnraent of a sorcerer.

i, spite cf as absence of nny sorcerer in T)hanhura

sorcurp a5  cauov of many diseases. Dif-

icufi: chi idhirth s1arir--panL, kosher heram, irailia..

4	
sterility are often attributed ;.:o evil :udc'a- tona.. The wicked

t..
	peop le Who are generefly held responsible for applying sorcery

L.	under three categories. First category includes co-wives,

step parents and their kin relations. in-laws with whom

relationship is viciously atra:i.ncd also-fall  in this cet.cory.
LM

Q the second category are members of the kin group living La
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he soae h'n	nbers OL many kin n. ouns in the village are

by jspurns over land end 1ncri Lenee , over marriago witlii.rt

On ; oq ps wnO Ybove all aeon leadership in the ban. AIL

familics 1P a p2rticn j aT 1eLn cs.rsep are not on the some income

Those nro rich and poor families who are envious of

'so other. Envy clos into outright jealousy and uncois-

so.:Jed malice when a previously poor family gradually improves

-f-	its oconomic position and starts to compete with the rich

in otc y , neal Lk. and power. More axc a tiid:ced and one Causes

Una ceente tension within the kin group and find expression

(1 accusationof hercery. J 1 the third grour falls the

families RAN in inter group rivalry and Ascension.

Pose-i	so's village greatly contributes to the dis -

cord, dLLsjses[o."oP. Licelny within the hcuseho].d , between

bans. cdial.ds and among the kin groups	Within the IL r:L Lcd

ounces  of the village, the r i ch can become rich UiiT loy

rich by en 'oi tin; others especially the poor in the village.

The rich are toerefora continuously in competition with the rich.

The y ohs with each ot:her for e:nloiting and expropriating each

and in this

•	•• , •..-. .	: :. 3 often hi  upon '.. ; . t c:.use at disease in

ke famil y to discredit the ni'ti

All 000pie in these categories are people of the village

and few of them fit into the description of a sorcerer. Most

them are not likely to know the formula. Even if uhey knew

--continued--
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toI'/ (.::TL1d floL poS ity CJ i cct t:1e i.?i'dienL

• The Yescar nA pr h n s ccoe1.,i watched some of Lhe

'lo .3tiLe siipeCtC(i of	a;ti	C!.h SurcerY on '.)tJ.hCS	huL none

are capable of fL I ii Ll Li".. the requirements of a.sor -

The viliagois had Ono n; :ee	htt the Suspected

pe ! NWo - Lona WuKK urvo aL' i.ned the as i tnae o[

some pra Fesnj on	;oyc e iers, but L b 10 w p re no orofes s iona. 1

in H,,L;'rr;,''lip P = '^O!P pa	Confront_ed with

i 1	'h	a'.	. . ..: .	a	• H. I nr ya la while uonc

i n the v.i.Lo;e knew of any sorcerer, the v:.I.i:lhcro usualLy

oo'..ed hionk and scmetlmcs E1VC ev " sZ o n •flH''7y]

P;: h u;;i : Onaa'	''	:'	,• 1. A l i.1..	Hi	could TI o t

	

a: t:u' L1ri.l.y q n i.:ou;:	::.	C'.'i:.O	to Win	ikkc

marriel a suc ond win.. Kayhiunn On ;acand wife, conceived

M i ce, Pt toih i 0 e ftrcrl'lrr' 4 e5 elided in s Ull 1.)fi't:ll.	Bashi-

s Pin group engap h a healer ro ascertain the cause of the

•	'iH: Hi':: Or, a midd i c wgrO rfl with .1 ono n'atted hairs,

ishiran a ho.i:-eba1r..	in the [Lrst. vnt

iinquic'cl ;1hc;LIL the invarch of all. .H. d'..;.'l lines in the ban.

was	q)j3[ ty imernsLed i n 004n.	F r,:lI''I. L

ion I AIL ;.'i'-, q u ir e trtt.iI;at:u]..a/ II :pc'ae..l towards RabLifla and

,'U ne U on hui :: UV'.i, cc in" he .1 Ci;	.	 C:; ID pre! c ron cc to

Paishiran	it was also -repnrM hot P•ahima was trying to get

Akkel ALI married 3g1.'LO by d vor;'ino., the mnui.Lh. wi	•	 '[he

co-w ives were on very had t:in:n,.s and th e re were fr.e T le:nt iun .Ir-

rels in which Akkel All di j not a h o w a n y bias toun I r is; h i s sucunu

We who was 'a.nnaer.

C Oil L 1 110 CLI
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:	<cnp rJ driv hea]. or came c I a ci in an one-- ;iece Un-

Ir carried a human ;i-aLI and a ion	t lid .'. [ndeC, S

Of cara and pa irttad iet altci':	i.: p i : ,a:d the sicu.]	:a Ll1C

atick nod chanted man vu; :hiie	ndlin i:he stick itb such

skill that the skull ro Lated in a cIrcular wa y . When L ha.

retatian [ the skufi reached a high 5peeci the hea.er started

aciings to dwell	. W11 e n he reached the

RahIina' dwcLlin tH sla.ill faLl off. The healer

atoppe ' l at ona mad ac.ivI Lashi	La df the earth at: the

p laa c the sku .1 liacl flu. ion	At a liLt ic depth lay buried a

piacn cf torte that.: ane healer identified as rib boric of a new

born  ba by a rus Lect iron na] , a. cmai 1. pouch containing what

he called dried mcnst.m..al blood and aarth col. ].cc Led from Hindu

jr ad	The healer diagnosed thu L seine one iiu'irig near

I'(  p a Cd It a k:L lieu th a bab y a	shuran by pu L.t in nail

I erough its I vega and huryi''. : .. .	ie cart:h of La arava yard.

The hen icr did antnorl.tion	 ': vit de .aihncc mt the

:)L.rJck mnag.Ld	vt	0''	0dm. .	a '	ad '0	'f C1,'I.Ldild .	[I1C	ri--

uisitaae a	y;	•'	.C'	 1 cd 'a'.'.'	. I icult y in

. d e O tl:dT	Rahima as t:1c'pcYDetrcitOi of the sorcery on her

co--wife.	Ta taut. the vi!. .....pars cxpcct.cd such a diagnosis as

tim eaI:'r:'."a	marso cf cvent.	YltL	 orw:ai,	a]l

admirably on the receptive minds.

Nobody inquired as to how Ratuma gathered the .ingre -

ants and how 0ae: came to know about the formula. It was

a' '05	fl)0 S S ID La tot Ibi Nima to el lea human bone and earth

aunt tanned
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c. f	 1(fy;rc1.	She must have, If at oiL asci since of

at the time of

I	 ) .ej incluj ing vho

ealc.	But L.1:E.' could not g.rve a p lausive rejij.	The

so roe GA the sorry remaJ.nC.d a mi.ctery.

The diagnosis tnorr'cr Perwe j a p urpose.	It ci1i_scra'rLcJ

Ashima and foresoal. ]eJ hur o i tt:; to do harm co Easliiran

:' arranging a third marriage. The parents of Bashiian insisted

that ARke I AU divorce S.ahima	The husband did not at first

agree but was ultimately persuaded by the healer who chreaLened

or Lac user of the black magic was in possession of a

b lar1 Ioni:i l.a whichch s he might apply  on the husband as MEI

What Struck the researcher most was H.: the parents of

r:.ast3.Lran we cc riot: as much interesLcd i n ci a ire as in getting a

:jvnrco and expulsion OJ Mina, as it, t',:Lsi	tit: of Ruh.Iin:i

"ill cors FaISO L ;55 01 .3155 1. . .	10. O 1 ."	3.0 Lhe accusation

L t: Rab.Ls:a c2nured to the hone fit and advantage of Bashi.ran

TISLS csse heirs tos L).moriy that dircosc , diagnosis and treat--

[ieilt are not simple medical phar a ens	\ diversi. Ly of soclo

a.	a.;.:..	ssL	sic	:1'3.j5	'Or

."	anocher case of sorcery. Rabe ya is ad 25, she ib tall and

heavy. She has passed primary schc I	the is the wife of

He elder aYUL1LCr in i hari In rTh.Lch two hr tLo- Live.

he.tn:o they married the oro hers had ooe kitchen.	hot: after

they married the twn sisters-in-law began quarrelling with each

other and no love was lost between the two women. The brothers
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A rh in bamboo-made wal l rose. between Lbc dwe l..L ing;
FI

and ea C h set: up his om Id tchen

Separationion did not bring peace	Un iortuna to iy, [hi n

bad	a	ìLi.d:.	ca.!	..'reforo a L:'uej a woman..	TIc r

:ro- law plaied cruel triehc on this defici eri C  C!:(- Rabeya and

all the t uiIC cocnuateci that Rsbeya must have applied black

mag:lc en her I p iaband Lu keep him in sumiss:Lon., because other-
to	 le the bus hand would have di..vorce'J the hanj a woman and

married	The cruel a I sLer in law, whenever within the

hearing rang e o.the husbanu , would let c.lrop the hint that

the neighbours mere raking I in Cut of him for not marrying

agacri.

Roheya was taking Folk tieatnent for banja but to no

ourpose	Wel I	h. e 'r "AC I P, U 1 1 Cs ultimatel y prevailed on her

ra	 ro call ru a healer seed	is c:	in detection and treatment of

Ral	:i a. sei.cc: oF the fact that she wasliterate

and I-mo: husband has ueban cniicc L us a bus driver fell in line

A h•ca icr: wus culled.	As is custo'nar.' with this class of pro-

I:SS.Oflals fIi healer cal .i.ected inFere:a Lion rcearding all.

habitants o:r the ba: , the menbors of the k n. - group midt	
abc close nciabhou r.aoi the a t t I tude ' d che family towards

thorn. He ascer€ained decal is of the t na:Ltv , quarrl. land. or

other dispute a , dissension and the tense feeling l:hc family

had aaainsl: others . The researcher feel that the s iler: Lied

superb ingenut tv ofeliciting infarr:ia t: ion in a cascie. 1 and
COM

:eatter ot fact manner wit:hout raising suspicion oi: causing

cun t iwueti
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the healer declar ed that sorcery has been applied to c.ak.e

:ac T	 .closed th ot. the sorcery was of such

higH	 H	niHd not cc;pe with it..	He advise,,J

Rahcya to call his ustad i.e. the master whose dis'iple the

healer is.

cc	ar,	His beards and hairs were

ci.	L	c.; hi was very thin and displayed

almost all the bones. He was wearing a piece of Loin clot.

dyed wAh rod och:e. In his hand was a long curved stick.

his red eyes lint numb look;; revcwh that he was heavily ad-

dicted to garij a , 1. narcotic which is smoked like Aga-

re! W.. He inspected the Rabeyc a part of the bar . When he

reached the bamboo partition hat separated the two families

of aPe two brothers he started cNamining the partition with his

^ oick. While thus examin lug he gave a sudden high jump and

dropped 1i,se If co.vn on the earth catching his head with Lotl

his hands. Simultaneously he gave a deep sigh and exclaimed

cut if any body in the family was still alive. He gave out that

Ma sorcery used was so strong and powerful that it was capable

I killi ng the husband and cLìe wife not to speak of killing the

beej that gives procreation - the purpose for which it was

applict	he declared that the couple could nevr be able to

produce c1idren as the heej has been totally cliatroyeci.

The spectators presen t were not however satisfied with

his &crobat I. c's. The y wanted cvidencc a ad pru& of the sorce ry.

- con L i.aiie d
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:ucci. :y ot: up and st:crted reeitlng rnanLra in a

iau.c.l co cc.	:i: '1 cc	hat [i(L	cord	intel-

lii.h1e	 mu:	h:. r.mlcd h:	1.r.T1th equal speed.

Tlaa he si:cpped, took the stick in henri and stuck on che

bamhoo partition at the piace bcro he had. junped. kith the

stick he drew a line on the earth just below the partition.

H:	ucve.d tot7erda the dmllirLg house of the £\aheya while

:ne on the earth by the stick. lie entered the dwelling

md con t: icced a draw .Liic cu tIm :cud floor.	Uli:im. ta ly, he

s tOpped a the es :;tciuI corner of the mud f.Lo ar , end akcd his

disciple La dig the floor,	OuL Came. J. [)LO ci a 1.7ftiLc' c1.c11

in whlJJi toliowing arcicles were wraced	a sine 11 rusted

piece of iron .;rhich the healer described as a spade, a few

locks of hairs, an amulet containing dry blood which the

maler dcsm: bed as menstrual blood. The piece of cloth in

nioh tbs articles were wc cc nun; collected from the shroud

of a dead woman desecrated y he mvo yard jackal. The

healer identified the hairs as heirs of E.aheya secretly

obtained by the sorcerer. The healer disclosed that the

aL:d as caine froi:i other side of the bamboo pert:ition by the

'ay drcnn br Ni in by his stick. Obviously the sorcery was applied

The-le 1 ;v:Lu on the a them ide. of the fence. The healer

however, did not name anybody. But he left n confusion.

Rebtuna and her husband could easily identif y that: no one except

rLe cict:er - in-- law hac applied sorcei ' to make Rabeva N-uj a.

-cant

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



-157-

nuubor at isa	however, remained unsolved. How

did the bundle of art Loics cause sterility? Neither the

toneparhic_ non the irri!: tr_va aodic are readily applicable co

the bundle and the sterility. HOW the bundle got dcpcs. .ted

unde7 the mud floor needed clarification. it is not a case of

just throwing it inside. Someone must have d y j the f.1.00w,

*Laced the articles and filled up the hole. The sisi:er-in-

aJOOU ai not have done it	She Could not also have personally

unjectod the piece of shra..J, Pobeya was married nine years

ago. To make her banjo, the sorcery must have been applied

at least within two years of her marriage, The artic1.c.i could

ricz keep their shape and identity for nearly seven years under

the earch. The articles appeared to be freshly placed under

the earth.

The researcher viised these questions with the ustad and

Lou disciples, but did not get any answer. The y tried to

avoid the researcher. As regards Rahoya, her husband or the

sectntors, these questions did not agitate their minds. They

wanted a causc lur the s ::e I	: it and were satisfied.

The exJanation wasalso auTh as ajra H:ahly suited the expec-tations 

of Raheys She wanted to believe that her sister-

in-law was in her way and she got support for her belief.

That was that.

The explanation did not contribute towards her c re

The healer had already declared that the sorcery was irre-

coot in 00(1 -
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versiY:e. 10 advantgc that the healer's dLiol osuce offered

her is that shn eciitd rtrw discredit her rival by calling a

spade EL spade.	 cm' sister-in-law's aacusivion ', at. she had

enchanted her husb,o r ,! h .y zurcozy awn crai Lw: :1 by her wit Ii

the new fact thac it was the Si te1-in- law who was actually

practising sorcery.

's :..a had through her hsharid tried to call a stialish

-a 7ry tu..: sister-in-law for praci: Ls!ng sorcery and thus to

apply sanction against her and to pet her divorcad by her

husband. But the attempt failed. All villagers had their

own problems. Thry conid hardl y devote much time to the prob-

lems of others	Problems that involve a particular household

and (10 not affect the peace, t rancutl.tty and stabilit y of the

Mnge social life at large tend cc he left to the parties

T	so' see cia up.	'cch avonts provide topic of saucy gassip

,irin noours La the village and brine momentary variety in an

otnerwise dull 1M, Pwp]e LLrcn; Ln	healer as wistful

spectators not so much for sympathising or actively assisting

the wrons: d as for deriving fun and frolic. But the event

''emained a bone of conconsion between the two families and

the-: wore torn asunder wichout any prospect of brotherly

reunion. ksen the raceanclie:,: [as u inquired ,the mcibers of the

two fan'[J.Lea were not on talking terms. They do not even see

each others' [ace. Rabeya continues to be banj a	Report goes

:hat her husband was looking for a bride, but till, the end of

W research he has not married a aecond wife.

-continued-
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-4-	nnroLry thav is alleged in DhanIc..,ra is

pers,jal euL1)n.tv. Community au large is not affectcJ only

those with whom the sorcerci: is in conflict is affected.

The oi	1' y is	intereacd in knwing the biack sheep as a

precaution.	Host cases of sorcery arise in the polygamous

or exteneec.i £arrLJy situations where competition, jealousy and

rivalry are rip. it also -eflects a paradox in the pattern

the SDCLI	ucLore because it is within the social struc

Lure that the situation of envy, rivalry and jealousy are

genc:e IEd between co-;,u,T ? S , he Lreen brauhers with unequal

fortunes, between unrV2LA ca ;oLce's whose socio-polituo--

euao1nuc positions are not the same. In the external cohe-

eness of the social units of the family, household and the

hen, the sorcery, as seen in Dhankuca, lays bare the internal

(;ji- 	a AsnAwr W dae SucceryUnkcspt:ce net:

iafrecuer;.L lv. Pa e.3stula bLhi lives with her four children,

h'e:baid aad mother-in-law. in the same compound lives her

husband's-srep sister who is a. widow. When this step siser

AcLme a widow, her nether was already dead, but her father

VAS it'ng. The affectionate father gave shel wu 06 his

daughter and built her a small hut within his VA. Father,

ae:cc.r, died last year and the step brother found it difficult

to maintain th widow and he..' minor son. The widow has since

han been maintaining, herself by working in other households

s domestic helper.

-continued-
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th: meant ims Pa:as Lula has boon s Eforing frea ko shar

sad hrrnng sans .tion Lhrcugbc'it the body. Her cor1-

diion -cspidly deteriorated. On the clay that she vomited

a and heomno cry res Liess , a healer was called.

1. ;h ............r tooh note e	sil those who lived in the

-a :airia the mut:ual reintionships. He then

cI FLred tii5t sorcery was suspected and he would emply the

I	I- j  o: LsL anslian to confirm the sorcciy. BaLi is a

--edium aised curry dish. Tho heal or treats she baLi. magically

by chntin.g mantras on the hatri.. Ti-).:ough this magical :reat-

maut the boLt acquires a mysterious power. The healer places

tc; hi: 1. ipside	 his head and rotates it. Gredually

the raai Lng gets faster and faster. When it acquires the speed

of a rotating Los, she healer releases his hand.The bati

naves as lonq as trio un;nantnm sustains and ultimately fai i

a the earth. The whole act displays an unusual shill and

dexterity. ih healer acquires this ingenuous skill ttrough

lcng practice and devoted attachment to a ustad. In fact: the

uncommon skill. to rotate the bati and make it move of its own

the tnaaLes his superiorIt y and credLtabtl.t.y as a

or :1 bass	an:' :.:L:	nil:	:si:'id

above. The baLi moved upto the bed room end fell near a corner.

The place was excavated and a small bundle was discovered.

y 5ci cnccl nails, hairs and a piece of cloth from

--c entinuei
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ire - Th h dIe	: scented wit nerfunic	The healer

eec1.ared Li. ,.t i.o	lind 1.ecn. aoplied by a close	eleLiou

I	:Ll	the eompoi_a.d	Thoa.g: t:1e healer (j -:div L1e

	'ii. deer cf the nagc'	 cnc.Ludcd L.	1•	acne

e taer chsn t. he wi.u.w 213 ter --Ui-.aW

no sorcery differer t healers employ dif-

fs•en t tactics	.L the has J. process	LIie- e reiie and the

	

4.S also Similar	}Iea.LCITS ususlL ly	.t from naming

eny 1.rrc:i.c'uLar	dtvid:j.a.L for the heinous crime , but leaves

enough bin t tor the identificatin, He makes insinuations

by e n:ve.:	strajch forwacI accusat:ion. The act of identi-

:; rrfornied 1: the p at:ieut:' a family and the family

I	era ce a the iiid	The researcher has the feel--

.3 ....i Calls cii .Ly w1. en the family an spe ct;s

:'., and. ..........sr cons. :tr.	with eLnn re at:ioir.hip tias Cleter-

orate re :;n uabc.arsbic point - The family expects that the

hcaler rLil confirsi their : jsecLcn.	In all

patient's Lamily	

the cases seen

by the researches, Usa	 .	had scores to settle

w:h same one eec1 the healer' a diagnosis per.[ec tly suited che

purpose. Healers are incri with exceptional intuitive

y to reai harm mind nd to understand human motive

desire and intention. hhc 7 are not ordinary persons. Through

.;per1cnce, training end aptitudes they develop acutely

percept:ive mind and a keen insight into the courses of eventu:

Choy are a OnoSt: infallible barometer of h tmian r:pecteti.oris

Ii

LC	I d.' tJ

- con tinned-
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4,
	 Anonhur striking feature of sorcery in Dhnnkura is chat

of :c12'.'. .s	 / woman is accused of

-procolsing nu:cury ogninn a:thcr noran. Such a

is likely to cm: i.e 7 rom, to ve nI A .y s life.

In L:1iauku a	s In all uiLliages in Barjgle.id.ecii women live A

dicect int''ractic;n with women and not with men. Hen and

L.:o in two separate worlds and the two worlds seldom

n therefore come in cont:acc with women more than

we. Thnar AR rc,:o Ivos	i cor d th a uccan. Their

and miseries, their dui:Lcs and responsibilities

their friendship and eumity, are though ;-- to be immediately

C:Ct(SG w iLh the a tJ eL women in the ban. Their good and

tKnlr vtl accct'dirdfi arise from the women.

13.12	Cultural cw'..L::r co' di ;eece	ucaticri:

If	 Just as a di:cas .L:: dIlL col1y constructed in Dhenkura,

vo	 cc the cause of a disease in cn?turaliy determined. In

ci].. cangotics of disease causing agencies - supernatural,

natural and human -- the cultural elements preponderate. That

Inc:s'-:nal maladies may be responsible for a disease is not Un-

arstood b y the vi2 lace women	They are not satisfied with

nything Less than ehe intervcntl un of some external factor.

Intervention of extcsriial agenc y appeals to them and their

inqu!P:KvcPPss is cc	ad whoa en ca-:. cine I cu lanat:ion is

"reel WA Law L o cc Li eve that difficulty

:c child birth may be due to congenital 'reasons such as un-

'cue 1 boric [cimation. They expect to b told that sorcery is blocking the

-continued-
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:J.id. f::ori uomtng out oL the WCe1I. The vi]ga women find it

casy to cciprs ond. the accivi.ty of an externa:L a.ancy. Out

an internal pathological condition is not eas iy grasped.

!CiO roa.son is s iraply Lhat. they Lvc been conditioned to

ace apt the former and have no p reparation for understanding

the laLte.r.

The RUNS about disease causation which appear queer

a ii Jrn mind are the products of a cultural system which

has ctec1 and nurtured the beliefs as essential elements

of the cu.ir.urc. The women who find themselves akin to the

beliefs were horn and hroughL up within the system and have

o:ii: to comprehend them anu cherish them as inseparable part

of thc:[r life process.

Ir
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)--'--:);1- ct the c.cuse ol.	c'	-he prc lode to

the 	reat'.mcnL.	The ['cater vho ch OaLIL.-:c:;	tic: cm1i	Hos to

	

rc:;cri be L he oppropriate tre.iL.tciit.	In I)hanku.rc,	etctiOn

	

tic cci c-	however much me r iT	L an i: than t he t re a Linen t

The treJLiC-1	pct:sc: ecJ by the hc:a.l c' Ls not acceptec LIi.].ES3

the	 of the cause sotisfiec t a patient and his

re tct.:LvoLi	The healer mus produce a cause which is accep-

table to rhe pL icota	p	Or.her-.-icc his :co.:ent will

ClOt be accept-ibLc •atd tSe .:H.cflL. will not tohe the medicine.

at, titiide towards medicine

:i Db,cnknra the luell term for medicioe is "ches La"

ub . oh 1 11: c'rai iv ineor.s e tiort S.	The AImI5LL ' Allah  has the

ul :imc Le power of :rir diseases -	ieciicioe an only help

'H'..:. r c, ; .	ccc '-;'HHl H-. .T	cT: controlled by A  lan.

iccc	 j i;'	.	:	cc'c	n LLc: ccien-

	cs an cc -	S '.1 eb no rcep Len o P mc di. inc fo I ows f rein ti-Ic

	euc ideel y OOC tN' cOl c:	L the r	1" held by

the Dharhura people. In the main, vie di cine is used to remove

the cause of che i.tlnesc	ichc........ci c	cuie.- the	conic

s';ilctCc	-

LIN

6.1	V.Li.i ai.iers
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'.::ro ;.H .L . •e used. depends on thc n.we of the

iii. .ai. s.	f 11: is	i 1LLnor ailment, hoLe remcdies wili be

•	 H I L::H	.;.iy

depeads on the J. I In e S	behavfoui: wI:ii.:i	C c.L f is aat:rsu_riod Cs

;e ha''a s ell , partly by the severity of the attack but .Largely

Ly tie OUItUCPJ 1 ealuas and social attitudes. As long as an

AL
]'nt is cons.cIercu minor, home remedies are continued	if

tas •i L.us Ion worseas and the. zp atienL s role performanc:a is

I..............vet/ cLn:LaIed	a hca or is called in and profos s isnal

6 2	 a group:

I: is di fficul U to draw a. comprebLuriva picture of the

ca 1. 1cc.1 er [c. Clic' village. for thd sirni1 e rca son th..?:1L there

tea 1 heHers )ecSSliSSng in different means of

horliug. But in s p ite o[ the '.iiversities , the healers repre

sent a group and has a :sroup image in the society. The healers

'ar sca 7,	tioners .:'mboiiac: the copes of the society as

..aro: tho \pects titus ci eod mae J.th, the protect..Lofl end

acurity tlrom the evil forces the orosparit:y end good fortune.

Ihe folk ha icr is accessible to c verybody at any t:i.rne..

are both men and women in this profession. Their personal

tcmpnrarnentsv ary , :;l U they art. ox ac Lcd to be trustworthy,

morall y npripht , rricndky will.ind and ready to sarus t:he peep H

lie to d:Ls ni the people' s natsds and not La be. eeorblteut. in

charges.

COflEiflUCLi

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



-166-

As ren:r'; so CL o--eco.n.o stins, heelers come from lo'

cc.nornic strata. But by virtue of their expertise in the

therapeutics they o-oe in contact with people of all social

strata  od iiaint sin good sooiul contacts within the coononL L:>'.

All h2vicis are poor. The researcher did not come across an

affluent healer. Male healers do not own land except: one.

Thu lone exc€: ;. Lion nirr. Led	Cory that his great grand-

hither was a rc.eounr:d Teht.j	nce rh: son of the Raja of

he localit y fell III and all Kabiraj failed to provide cure

U10mansly the great-•grano-father was called and cured the

see.. The Raja as a mark of gratitude gave him three acres

A land. The present: heater dos not however know where the

land is situated :icr does he possess any documents. He claims

That evory year on the now moon of the Banla month of Kartick

two bags full of paddy are left in his court-yard. He does

.1: •::so the pacLoy foy himself BUL gives it to the House Goddess

as saer-.d offerings.

The hea.L:rs ..CO:Ojü dc not fall in any' of the three

aoei.cs at se':hiA KDocco, namcly h1a:1raJ.,cko, trihust:a and

aolu. None of the healers does Farm:Lu.:	Ofle healer does

KO M= gardening on the ban, and sells the vegetsbles to Lhe

local tearkec	but his wife helps him a lot, hone else has

my direct parAcipation in agriculture.

Female healers are all widows except two women whos

husbands are landless hernia -

C(uL.JflUed -
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Ab-	 naloys thernfor p shi SL mainly on the i.ronc of their

nrofe s icn	But their foes arc very low, cc low that they can

never improve their e :oiiou:Lc condition by cliii i: of their

rofe.: inn	They c nuot charge higher fee because the

villagers eeimo: per. In the old days h.cctcrs had brisk

practice when there 'ere epivis-cicc . But with active public

policy, epJ dc-nice especially the two most dreaded scourge

;Kolera end small : r x, have been contained. Practi en of the

hop! -q have chee efore dwindled. They cannot in the situation

MCC fees. In spite of their poverty, healers are held in

respect by On vi].1.agers. They do not meddle in village

p:-2:LtLcs and knup themvelvas scrupulouii..y out of the inter-

group rivalry and d:irputes . Most healers try to keep their

cool-cities sLri.ctly limited to the domain of medicine. As we

w1ready kentioned, even \?i1Cfl a sorcery is dianriosed the

eelcr avoids noTing the guilty diccutly.

Though rL y peved, healers-do not however exercise the

au-cri:y that genre with wealth and li.Lrtli. They have no claim

no O hn :1 L o':e joaOnr3h i p,	They are no hoc v .:ei.led to the

n-ace of the vi.i egn leaders who lr:ro Lie;. in ,:rod humour.

grr2y the healers exercise little authority in the

rural society.

Ia Dhankura folk oract: itlor.ers deal with sickness as

n-ell as misfortune. These two are identified together and

are balievad to he caused by the same agencies. The healer,

continued-
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kn o to di scover Lhe cause of the ailc ea , icc.atty the cr1-

a nai , got tee saj: crn'tnral beings i. e. jinn and bhwt ousted.

He has to apply the right L a.t:uefl L and also has to supply a

means ol prcveet:'g the event f.:am occur n-; again. In doing

The	Jncrs c';::l]ih a personal relationship. They

ia :.' r:r:L ' : aicniLaaLurc ol. the abjiierits and also sock more

elaborate	!c::a ton about the port 'l I. !Yo tad relationship

af the pationt. on tic whule, b'•:t give nuQ time and

ei-sonal attention to the patient that enables thee to pent

trcte deep loLa The psychological state of the patient. It

is the responsibility of t he healer to find out suitable answer

to the queries about the whole process i.e. why the patient

beceuc ±11, A it is expiai.ne. co a patient that she has

a - tt. a:' - coccus-a a bhut star a ct her, Lila rlatious are

--f-R	to k	7-0,7 The bhut stared at her

nd :t at otth 'c	-.	...	 .-L	t...CTO.

Thud s:t.tsfectc	at : t. .. VnWZThGw ft :Th.:.ehc bci one to the

bamboo giove or a pond or tb:: backyard of the ljsri at the

add hours am by that. action had attracted the bhut

in the process of becoming fatiliar with the whole

.il tuatlon , the healer begins encounter with a patient: in the

stat nay as Ones a modern doctor. He asks the patient about

the discomfort. But there che similarity ends. The modern

doctor examines the patient physically and cries to determine

clinical symp toms . But the healer does nothing of the tate

Rarely if eva r 05 makes a PlYs1Cc1l examination of We paWert.

-continued-
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e i'c: doa	mcrhng else that the nocIen dec tor (lees not.

The halors a- a group, ti'y Sc) sce.rLaio not only Lo di

bLour of tha po.icnt, but a.icu the iC,'OU1' oi tiet society

orounc' the na tient	Le tokes stock o [ the ert.ira socLa] nexus

in which one pat tent has ha lien ill arid evaluatc the resp:'nse

eet:Lon of the faiciJ.y, the household and the kingcoup

e;: circursi:ances having baa ring on the disease. Ela-

tooiOaL i .00 is ths::eforc	'ad ebout pa t ient !	sotat

so the healer sifts through all

informs ti on 'L.ha L nay	 -c!.. LI _ ^i i i indi_c.ations of rivalry , conflict

and hatredcith friends, reiati;c.s or enemies.

The folk heal or t:1s.	cks not iivc. in	± '' csonal

relationship with ti.ie patient. He	t:abiisi	a crsorial

equation with the ratient' s group which inspires confidence.

does :c act merely as a dcctr. His is a role of friend,

ecu.	end cu

La'	::e.:	LTu:.	'at the	;i.e':; 11	'tdt 1 ,!	hen	.vua

The main :i.nereJcc:ILS trc .ants , herbs , roots , seeds , bones

charcoal, etc. In treating

the heuL:r may apply massages anti throngs. He may

Lop around hoe,	may also usc mean--

taLieris on.,- .it s:tUJflquLSm. The potion t c-n his part may he asked

to perform various l:hings and acts like sacrificing a chicken

or a goat:, observing some taboos, avoiding certain foods, doing

come physical feats. Ide healer, howe 'or, may choose one or

-con t:i.nucd-
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of the n.ans ment:Loned above	depending on the

-; n 0i the d.;sc;.: so revealed by him, nd also t:ha nature

of he o:Llient . Nsny of the a cti.vitlCS involved in dealin;

n i tt :i.. ucs s bay not have any uor t value , but are psycho -.

log C&iI.V vital aod play an impoi :on L rein helping the

beeoith and pass through tiC caloulty.

4..'	.H

believe that the - SLlfterr1g , the mis-

and the •iisaase - all are primarily caused mystically.

'c ce;*at	: be. caus e most be found and use ci

to he either	ca ,ro•n. ,.svCt: ,or ecuisiced.	The foic

system of the. thc:capcutic.o Hilows aliis line and this is

\.'hcre the strengt:h of tias	b heai.ing lies. The modern system

deals u::. is the physical side of cLseases , but: there is a

c...ogiooi dimension supported by the religious ideoloay

* it does net handle, and for that purpose people finds it

( • c: i •' •..•;) couroiive a WittI :TiiO s y E ; tam of treatment. too .. complies

:h their -aoes	The seaular an.ulysi s cut: s:Leiorissa and the

r to control and prcoer;.t it: can not satisfy the

•	I-cv i_c . . I	Z.''_i1_. to	ove in the ap:seasment of rhe

::	hto; - ho.... ucse no IdOl ag con happen vi thout His wii 1.	It is

His decision that sonic one has fallen sick and it is aloe I-its

ceish that she is gett:n:, cured. The heal.er nd his h.ea I ing

TrechaluLsr, are. nothing hut: the media. The media which lit into

such C .co p ts get highest acceptance among the people.

--continued--
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•	Copton of the Dhanku:ca. poop le about the female

sos the need for the folk treatment for

femoc	For instance it i: beii.cvd that the female repro-

eo:.ve ogc:ls a r e very dolic.a Le and sons i: l ye to s troag

saLieeS	Modern s JJ.ont.hic moclicluc 1.5 \7flT 5l.rje aflo

thefor is haimful for delicate f cm fnin.c oyiru. It destroys

ha nature ] powers and quail ties of the organs	On tIc e thor

1:and.. .1oh medicine is soft and is very suitable for delicate

a ry . os	the wmiien	Jony women cited examples how modern

a:e *Lciae had Lirmocl the women

sloii was	 :ed 1 ' :' last: eight years but •oouid not

conceive. She had long treatment under aU.opat}d.c system.

now FaJ.ani is under th treatment of a Fakir. She had

given up ilopathic treatancat beceuse it has burnt her 'nar'

ly means ro uterus. The rnotJter-in- ow of Falani.

ed t:heLt ihileni, at the instigation of her own father,

uen . or a U epa thi.c tree trncot uhi oh ml timat:elv burnt ho r

organs na j ala ia c:.rno) and tC)1:5 is also the reason why

ib].k hcaLLg is not wurking on her. I: is widely be lieved

eLlopathic medicine has ca;ed harm to the feminine

'Lk mcii clue iii not act on the woman any more

aendering the dis ens

As iron is very disappointed wi.t:h the way treatmlen.t is

given in the hospital. She had once accompanied her ciaughi:er-

in-law to hospital at Tongail. The daughter-in--law hod dif-

J. abour mnd ceisolica ti ons with do 7.ire.y -	She delivered

o	at tie hosp Ltd . As the b±,:	cm after a prolonged

conLinued-
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] boui,he dcc [ur pU.1.ecl an LLYJ OCtIOn as a prole

n icti	Uort.ui:.ely the boby ic restless ince

tirh ;u has never s:t:	.0 CLO5 a lot. Asi.an

thirka t:ha the. inj cc. :ion i' r:h tile hospital has c aus e

all the trouble

mHora pCDl)1e irve in a facet.o-face social.

Ho	: H	In SuCLI primary social relation network, the

ersoru	'n ,:c ci	ho 4cr with i:be pat:ien1: is highly

valuc: : i ;uo. inst	fcr'nial relationship between the doctor and

a pet5_ent :[ t:hc nodco.o hocci i.tal institutions

In the shatri..i.u.:, it is customary for all eider

fema Le relatives end even nei.hbou s co throng around the

wonan :Le labour Log:io.7e her hope	asaoce - The female

Thik	aler w10 attends difficislt labour cases has no idea.

bout: infection, or sterilisation. Ghe encooraoes those present

te heep up the morale of the patient by sympathy, fellow

eJinc. and d splay of support and cooperation. The healer

ci so neil h1. ons too...........cc of those prG:ept in helping her

bsby. The recearch.or cia:; prosent a a number of

Livery ccc.cs .	T[.sc arc 1)uI.]. ice [fairs limited , of course

amonS Lee elclorly wou:c:n . They surround the patient, cent i--

nuoucly pour in suggestions, Leib to the patient, ask her

about: the complaints, give solace and create an impression in

;eeaso Lhat all \J1 it be over in a minute. To

H	t ['is '.'ccs':': ug woman, t:hev tell her that th.e greater

continued-
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In	bet ter the	it: i s b J_:L: ed that birth of

0 L:J..0 ch.iLd. i	acc '..rr..:aift	.':Lc pa ln.	lIL more acute the

::he	eater the possi.bx.ii. ty oi Lhe birth of a

child.	isec;iJ os	to coy, that the atmosp ore th'i ores ted

alleie LeG the pain and gi'es the

:Lt:	

o:nro ccio ,

and abili t' to bear wFx the calami	The situation is quit.e

diffex-co	xcsp:i.tal. The vi I  obo .cmon have been told

-	 that n: .:a.' eLLa ) . wcuati an labour and uo relation is

allowed a be with the patient to provide relief. As a

confi ra.. tion of abe state a affo irs, a very, 	real story is

narrated hr the	lira women

xtaa .:L	nxs I:ct to a hospital for delivery

beceuse she had complications.  ha cas at a.ightway taken cc

the. labour room where she fair ted. The paaieat was not

:ceslpGnicxd by anyfemale a ttondant	-Ier husband uen.t home

bar a chile. l it- that state the .mttint was declared dead and

accordin:7.y was. sent to the mo reus . The husband, on return

;ja:- the	the death of his wife. He W(--IL to the

..............eJ ft ua 1 hI a wife.	The was still alive and was

:m.rn .Fo r help. He:: no Lee was nery feeble. She looked
t	 -,y e:hausted Decause s oe nit d 	a child. in the morgue

The baby d Lad isa cared fox- . A]. 1 DI	kura woman hare a er 1 1-j1. ne

Of

•i-L.L the LOS)1Lca.

Lack of personal contact and.unYem..liaait:y ;e cb the

:ya.o;a make women suspicious about the doctors in the ruudrrxi

non p ital. The doctors and the patients in the allopathic

- con t inuad-
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A.	 synem come  urom two different worlds and meet each other

a

On the othe r hand, in tic folk system, the healers and

the patients belong to the same community, live in sirni.L. a

eriviroient end share similar values about life. The healers

got- into close aqui..n Lance. not only with the patient: bi.vt: also

H ;:J Kn , 7acial nexus The physician in

d:c hole family into consideration.

Timilar siLuStaLon prevails in Africa. Harley (1970) observed

orig lb:r.o people of Arica that the isedicirioman often had to

treat the whole fcnLl', if needed

The ha. ic. a io Tha1era is not an outsider. His relation'"

ship with the patient: is not merely yrofessional relationship.

acy helert: to the sama society as the patient and both the

ad the healer do often meet on the social, plane. No

one in .......1jrC calls a hea'L.:r by the name The elderl y ma le

healers ar ' : ' dada'  or ! nana(kinship term for grand-father)

The middLe-atol :a:.as are cbacl:n. (k.L!lidtip tv .m for uncle)	As

gards fame] : hanjors, i.hcy are usually cc: 1.1 ad nanit vh±eh

inbiship te	no logy for grand-mother. S :.me of them are

also called fufu (kinship term for father's sister)

When a healer ent:ors the shatigliar, it is not the first

time that she is therm. She might have delivered several

nanerat:.icns in that household. MoLhrs sisters and even

tra y:: l-mcthers have obtained service from the same hcelcu. Not

continued-
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t	be 1 er: had a record of iaebroken success but h . i per:-

Is usually	 sfactory to the househoid. The

researcJn:c w :s present: i.n the case u f a very d. fficult: ohi Ld

LirLL.	Ta hecler, :n.. old ldy, bra,geci that. she. had been

1ieip eg dex very Lu. that household [er many years and not a.

single case of deato had occuxad at her hands.	he narrated

how s-he cbged the upside dorn body of a baby into the car -

sot: or:es arid made a faulticss delivery. T..LiS was the Case

f the aur.L--..n-1.aw of the patient. The baby is now grown up

ar.ci married. The household in such situatj..:n sincerely

believes that tifle patient is In the secure hands.

The villagers pe:sonnl. know the healers. Some of the

healers	coiincctet With the n	told for several gcnerations.

Sano:a was a y oung wife. She had up ram ta . The healer who

:L5 a rip e old man. On arriving at the ban, he

s first came. tbea at the age of six with. his

widfether	The great :audmother of the household was ii].

Lie rasd.[es:v.	rcet:ecl her.	He could cieecrihe the

ycmshful gs'eat gan.dmo:be : -a description not knci to the

me s ci the isousehatots now. He ne .cra ted that the grandma thor--

of Sanora was married at the age of about four. She

never show any re seec L for the. f ether- i_n- sw . S he wo.ld

tb her husboacl. Once she bit out fleb from the

hands of nor hu.s beau.	he Led a bat habit - sne would not

:e c lathes on. Grand father o. the healer was called LO pro-

1e. treatment to the girl wife. The grandmother eas still

- continued -
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;Oflt \7On The :o'	e recounted hy

hieOd CO OLL pe.eut c1aie

of	 iut:iCiaCy of CLT::LC.Tp O.E t:ho healer was

Cle researcher	ei prese-t cannot express

:u i tir the eordial.y, s incer. :7 in Limae.' and ioutuaL

trustor:ness ths. t th:.i episode revealed. But the episode

ive	.idea of toi sit uetion in 7h 4 ch folK heaLing is likely

rsisL	The folk healer h	built up a trust,

- dicioe may acE, rrom modern eedical point of

ViOW, CL Usta'JOrtiuT

The trerith f: the folk loalers does not lie on the

v of L.he rI :a	Stcss Li clue / sattrhutec]. to

the I a ore withoa: ary doubt. Bat fai l u::a is mostly cx-

Fl°--'°'	'ith reference to the fat:e and. the Alirighty' s desire.

1e villarers hcJ.d the healers .La t:ust:. Thoytherefore. 'Crust
-ç

a the :riedLoine. lIthe diagnosis of the ceusa has been

acce.pced as ca. C::: :	medicJ.ac noist act	But if the mcdi-

sne does not	:'. H:	'•:osca is That 	Allah has designed

ot::d.n,	The: odor is noi: at felt.	He has tried his

est, bu.t a] : I	te].r- L tah is the erhit:er.	If after tl c Later

re.eat::LOrl of	v en Edo. moi t	riou.n. ed of the healers , Lice pat Lent

don; not improve, the failure is sLtrlbutie to Allah's will,

I:	COIcOTu	moe Hsot hJ a	'o; .:ca on arseical.

di sni; :: 0•1:	ltino nuT.......co eve C] ni theories are

ally theories of multiple causation as Evans Pritchard.

J917)	uointcc3 out, a wiJe range of treatment Is found

- cont inued--
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in : • i;L- ,.	D.ic:.:rt types of hcaUrs have bec.L wok:Lo2,

with different range	 .Uiic. i:e Rablr3j,

Ciuiin.[, K i da, oud Mo1oa	Tho r pro. scri:	le rango of

trct1ietL F:ii s :o1s Fwl'bal p..a:ilTJoi	 to the elaborate

rituals nncassary to i:'i.acJte the angry hUt 01 jinn,, to counter-

act soceTyc)r to appease the : migh ty.

'.pes of folk healer s:
An a group the folk healers display COUIiLOfl cliaracceL -.

But they axe identified by s p ecific titles depending

on the means they use to diagnose the causative factors and

the tachniqne they apply fai the remAy. TIre are the

following five maoi types of ti	:io treat female diseases:

I. ieLiraj: Kabirej is primarily a KAMM. He

•es herbs in different ways	He prepare 2 tablet which are

t.: nhs.ffs herbs inside the amulet which is to

- In addition to herbal preparations,

the Kira 0 t_en applies ir.oau to. tion.s hlo .,ing and whiffing

and sco.e Kabire.j are also cn2rciGtS.

4.	 0 re ..:. :.: .Try Lo dispc 1 a con fusion r egar din g

A prutes siofla 1. trained en Lie Cyurvcdic

medicine is officially an Ay'rved. But in popular penance

Ayurved is calici by the name of Kebiraj	In 1)TrduTea there

is no Iyurved with institutional certification. The class we

.\re called Kahir :.j her no formal training in Ayurvedic medicine

nor does he claim to have gone to an Avurvedic institution.

He is a heIR healer, pur e and simple.
oneineked-
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long lisirs rca cuing upto te shoulder and

is bearded. Fc•;nn e k:hi.rnj do not shou anything special, or

?'he KaUirn.j lerrns the 'kiil from the nstsci which

Utrra1l.y means ma ; er	lb 1. s ]..earn:Lng takes p 1.acc infornn.1ly

and iti'rLn rigid ritual u;arf ornance. All learning are verbal,

there being	written records of medicine. The disciple

1 a:::ns	practice and observation	All Lhe kabiraj claimed

';v] ILIT idergone very tough rituals for years together.

Pc'reg tse 'car; they had been in inediteLLcn and p:actised

strict	if-abnegati.ori seii-res traint to get: the benediction

of AIIaP. A1.Lah, 1-° rcponao , has bestowed on them such power

'?--t the y can achieva :nariy fears that ordinary people c.mot

A kabiral never makes any physical	mination of the

I-i c takes detailed history e 1 ,	1 ilment, assesses

lent a interpersonal rola:ionshiu and notes the recent

enavrour and to naot of trio patent and members of hLs

raft'.1t' group .	1.0. a nrr ne ai:as an. observa ri.on of tho whole

5i Tuotton. surroiinOl.tu& the illness. Fle often goes into trance

nnci f r1:' out the caivative teeter in his ern.nce. All folk

2alEuT s dl c n'ui. o the causa..ivc facor rather than Lhe physical1.

1.s:alJ

Knbir:	irtL	..Nct all tynes of ferns Ic di

pregnancy and ch:Lld-birth comoilcatier:,

2. Fakir: Fakir makes his diagrosis through the

ocally called	harehosha' i.e. he g	into trance

oontinued
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H ce of Lilness while in trance. Host often
AL

Up:	'p-r tira canoes.	He also reveals the Uedi

cIiilL : L	:L:•	..;re	 Jr.oT'	. (iivJ.ner and a siriL-

jri1 (leamulet and

Hi_s amLilLe t is mdci'?. with hc.rbL; , bones and

r,-,.e:is. Fakir sore Limes gi.ves hoi.y wuter to drink or holy

C ii to mae.	Water or oil is made. holy by ritually whif-

m. On occasions, ha bics and whiffs the patient

Tn.re are both .nLa ....ed female fakirs. The male -

female racLo is about 3 : I i.e. 1. female for 3 males. Most of

the. fakirs ma.r, 	or fec v.le, heve matted hairs on the head.

Jotl11t n 1:Led h'	very lone. hairs .	Fekirs

claim that they have acquired their	.J.in the dream which

that their	edge and skill v boon derived tL cia

uperueturelc.'rce. Some eaternal but supernatural powers

are	 Lh them. They call, upon this power to diagnose the cause

and L3 ouc' p e ot the remdie. .	hen Id:	invoi:e the power

The condition ol the trance is the

r 10 now aot\Te end recya	to answer t:he

..ueri os rcearding the disease, end the remedy.	-,

3. Cheini: Chain:L lo the local name of mid-ri Ee.

Th ? a group cons IL to of female experts in icid'rifccy . A chaini

usually deal with preRnaucy-conrlocted dilutmts child birth

r::ocess and. post-natal complications of 'the mother and the

Meny of them however treat other female ctLseaseo

conne coed with ferns i.c reroduct:Lve organs.

cCnt.lflLted-
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e	 t:t c!ni uses are most ly ritualistic.

Sh p i^p6nes f:abeos and Atua l s on the patient:	On occessions

chain i apphies blo w ing vnd wh I NY 5 .	 : c

Herbs are iesc. ibec for oral or	mn:7	r[

CaJi for :ns her skill from a :tbsr chaini	The ski ll

thus transmiru within the female group I e .fro. women to

:OF1eJ.

I	F,sid: Baidas are mobile folk practitioner group.

The: move t.;.rce oc	to housc to tj.ne out patient. In fact

boy movP Thout with in a particular radius of villages. They

\7jJit the same house at least once a month and all women of

Dhonluira know them well. Sose household are regular patients

of particular baidas. While mov i ng, hadas carry their mobile

:pensary co the head. The :obiie dispensary the f1e herb,

root A, f ruits, spices which are stored in a bundle of

:iloTh aiud carried everywhere. Baidas primarily t:rcat: tilL

ai.:un: caus e d by so:cce;v . They usually diagnose female

all :se:s as the ccflSe: ..uco of ov y Gwrv, T he sorcery Cases are

t reated 'L:Loh au1at:	:.J0 and nhVZVB and c;'a] suspension

v1 p ri ty ofthem are woL::cn

. jdou].an.a	oulan: is a Musl im rel igions	 of a list

and is invariably a man	The medicine that he applies arc

amulet, sanctiti. ml uet:or and blowing end :. if i_us;	His amulet

entains vorsos from the Koran. He blowb and whiffs by

-continued.-

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



131-

-naiting ver5es from the Ko:an	in his arlai.ysic Nscases

re pr.Thii1 y c.'ined by Allah and :cfLal of verses ar ouses

the nOT cv of Allah

Though we cone across different Lncs of healers in

Dhankura with diverse types of healing me tLcd , iu prct-ice

the demarcation betw2en the various categcrit.s is often

i.ur::'ed and there is overla p of LUflctiOflS and methods. For

I<abiroj primaril y treats ;iiLh herb, but he also

applies blowing and whiffing or nanipaura. On the other hand

fairs are partly diviner and partly magic healer. Pa:Ldas

Lboug;	i.niy use magical mcthe...:	. : 0 7 1 ay 51aiThst1C

cirac.ce.ris tics, On occasions ai.	-. .. . ICCU.C.!.flC.	CLLIflL

is often a herbalist and often a magician. Except the

Mclana other categories of healers combine different thorn--

'eutfe methods and thus give rise to an integrated system.

0 , 5	 a :'aneuti .

ac,.....:.; cT.e local word for herbal medicine and

CCfl5'_3 1 'S of g'c'n leaven, :c.' ... . 	bark,Proms, fruits	flowers,

aeds and bulbs. Theme	 r;s .aua cs : d ía divnc se ways. They

sr be placed undiluted directly on the sore or the painful

.' cha Thdy.	They .a ....: made :a:t;o a paste to plaster

!.ho n non wounds or ulcors or effected. place. In some

iLlna the herbs are crushed and boiled and the decoction Is

nipped in specific doses everyday. Phcukura wceen widely use

:-h he: tel decoctions for the cure of shutilca. Herbs are

iso used as Instrument for blo.'.ing and whipping the patient.

-continued-
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•) 1..

all othef healers use herbs for

1 c.	 h	tikes maximrn u c. cf it

TL: t(. 1.owL;	o !LLC ci	ho WidO Ly ueu he rbs ir, ihi.auikura:

1

Locel. Nmne of tHe herb

1 .	I•Jar. Oi

7

Ana	LL J-

Akon
C.	icLuida ankun

Bi.ai Achra
B .	i,indari.athi
9.	Shinchi.

1l_	-O---.,	"	-.
.L'J •	L2c.L.c, L,flci.c

11. Rakts Shapla
Rosl hindr

.L 3. Rup Chorcia
-.	Laj j aba:.i

Isb.har
Uln.t. Copany
Arjun GLItC-i

ybL).

Botonica!

Glyco cc' n:Ls Arforea.
Eclipo CrusLrala.
Losunç t]±fl.

Csiotropis Frocera.
Rydrocct:yle Asialica.
ALiayranLhcs Asp era.
Cn.sia Fistuia.
Al t:ermuthcra Sos silis.
Red	.r.dai Jood.
ied Lotus.

Cnnahar.

11UiC Sn -

Foxglove Fruit.
\ierv old banyan tree found
et holy shrines of the
I[i_nus
ii China- hose

herbs ;c;ie 01U	-L-I the heal er,

lao	i ) no neans exbau.. d ye, hvory hea er has sc1ac:

secrets cf his trad.e and would no: discic;:e the naao Of the

herbs which he thinks cc he most o ffecl:ive end which are

.;'c sed to be unknown to (;ther healers.,	very hanle.c derives

S pharmacopoeia from his	-	it 1:h:ough hero -

-.
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.1 tn.ry nrotcssioi	T!-'..re are thus difference: in the herb

thu healers are vowed

ts	a nnad t.a: tr d1.	No formula to anybo. 1 y else,

Some K the herbs are rare and some are to be collected

through difficult sources	Healers usually keep in [oLnlarion

F haut	 tso iugrd.ionts closel y preserved secret. The ustad

Me y u:u transnH. t all his knowledge to all his disciples. A

..ay close disciple whi remains attached to the ustad for many

renders We us sad personal satisfaction from service

is blessed with the nnaimum proficiency and artifacts of the

prorossic;n	The 	of herbs given above therc 4 ore provides

an approximation to the extort to wbich l:e;bai preparations

are nocl:Lcd and the an talc of the herbs usod

Host of the b.urbs in our '5 t are wYDVabie in the

aaturai_ bush around i.;harkurs . Ti: hculeis persouai_ly collect

Hr. Hcncrt:ise is n : ces:r;T tO di.sLing..sb between ru.ruerous

besbs growing wild and to idst.t.Ly the cni reet ore. Some rare

erbsrre to bu coi.ctd from wh:ic the villagers call "hills."

TH Vadhapur H cost Rauge is in the Tangail district. in this

H:	H;	'-rJ clay. the forest and
4	 H..	H.	 ..: .	 , : r,	.s, plants and trees which

are U.flCOiUrlOn varieties of vegetation. The healers mahc Lwo

journeys cc the hillocks every year for collecting their

recuired. :Ligre.cl:LeriLs. These herbs are stated to presesvc

.;r ;jI':.;	=AAA an d t,h..s
LA
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--	 year, 	healers claim co have in their stock

':,u:'t from Mecca, the holiest city of Islam. Some of

Lcsa he . are sttm:I tn hava beuL washed in the water of the

Zam"am, a sprinz in Mecca whose water is considered 6acred by

the bnclt'rns. Thnse rare hcbs which nra allegedly collected

from (he hil Ls and from "in OCa are not shown in our list

"ac y .ise tcLc.r botanc I names cucid not be aSCn1'inOU.

aleno preserve the leaves, TOOL:; and stems of these herbs

a cry nont!' Len. Their botanical ican tity could rot be

hnrcd from tj,IC dieci herbs. Theme barbs have therefore

hean nan t:i.cucci in local aemenclat are without botanical re-

As wE shall sea in discussingsing tree tment of specific

the hernal preparations usually include some nan--

Inn -n ni--he:; na arnd:Lnuts are very rare things and
T

jw,,ssj1Le to collect. At least their collection

too d'u'ni: , :;aH hinard; us.	fn. anampla	ore prape.aLiOflS

nuLda garun nh'ota which is the Lh:,L;4	an i'ubon baby

c.lanr that had re aThed in the womb of the mother deer when the

died before giving hLrLn. Sume healers tlaim t o use

Fern Nanush (a fictitious creature resembling human

beings wiOS3 exiS tencn .5 'JOt to nPLC''OJ) .m'-at from the nose

of a tiger, teeth oferccocl:Ll-o hol tc r that has been used to

commit suicide ufl a Saturday, etc., etc	Cbv:Lc.isiy these

s cannot be bought at the market. The healer hoops the

• -	'FThw far he is gafl.Uifla in his claim is anybody's guee-.

At jaws Phankurn people did never suspect. On anthcntic.ity

-continued--
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P Pi	icmerL: cL the	ers end che enuinefleS3 of tiie

:. TL2 healer has to include such rare ingrelicuts

n crd.er to impress his client and to eLicit his con:Ldc.ncc.

coid.cr	. ratu:al course

a.	TI11m.ori....	 '.rnL	cr Of

t:is.	All it	-'s ;.aruC9L,	As Menchi p JbiLe (J.9E0)

:u:r} ca.:cs	is an !.d:a unknown

itroy ponu tJons' (page 153)	CL-ci.ous7..y an unnatural

roblem cai 1;	an nut of the ordinary solution. Disasc

which	unnatura.1 cannot be curcd by a decocton prepared

om o Jinary herbs	In order to inspire confidence cif the

cvon a corincu sense meLcod must: be backed up by

:1	::P	.r:'e	A to	of the c.:ococlile,

0 oP	Par:	:	L:LLh he cbs	vus the medicine

a craditahcL:_ty-.Pnci simple barb:; C riCJ	JL aver may be

T their n.ed.Lcinal. value, these i icin ce*iant; L:v'e trong

pcl:olcpical va1 ce 'hich do halo the patient Fee.). bett:r.

The psycisoLori c:J. c Pact suhs.Lst; evan if tha claim of the

healer o1 tlis Lner. toe in.prediencs is fake

Sal use oP :rbs rnPses two basic i.ssue. How did

iiaalar come to L:nc that a particular herb is effective

	

a pa.:tic:ular diseasa ?	To: ta distin.giish t:he ciecoc-

tic	of ;a foil: h.aaler from the susoension of a mnern medi-

cal arm? All kab.'-raJ reported that either tbay i.eani.iL the

brb•al propa rat.] on s from the us tad tho had also t:cu3ht t:hu

se of the medicine aga.11st diiferent diseases; or they have

continued--
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hereditary prolession is

1OCLCflO.	.D.iflOO	.::Tfl i: ariIlaCOpCOia is avr.iable

1r..:: irpossiblc tc1 ge b. at the 1. Iesi of the hc.ba I rne .Lcine.

re cOnY	or; :cuL1t.e r W.Lth	hci lc : s w10 c:Larn; to

be ustad. One ustad kabiraj 1$vcd a. fec villages away and is

\cr e h People say that the ustad as crossed hundred.

ih ..	longer practi ss. But his di :_lplCS con:o iircm time to

'nIsul eaLLca co t:he difficult cases. His great

(: y Ha jiuit her rcov) grand father st:artd the healing art.

Pie wiH had died. at the first pregnancy. The great grandfather

was 'very much aLL ached to the wile. The death of the wife

hut him so micb that he ren cut , ced the worlr,i end. left the

village. After n ea rly rwenty vars the heraav.ci lover came

hack as an ascetic.	ie had passed lon, veers in the

eyes as a sadhu a:id ultimately cae La Kamrup-Kamakhya

nored in the Hindu tradition as : ceaxtre of magic

and Tail' eel es	Hero the great Rrandfatbar acquired the

tra: :;ceoda	',LSaI1 acuL dieacc arid	n:ig.	he received

di'iij.ne instruction c cc'ae hack to hi; village and to beccme

buoy c	Ho iu;';licino (Lspcns;.ag them re u.i.af from the diseases.

the	sdoui; at the, great;crancifat her i s boing passed from

.;enerataafl to ;" J	." . .	.Lh€i ctcer a; tad gave a simiLar

sLcr' T .	Ha]. cr'ru, il	.:c;;al, tc cl ogive incression that

kn:.ilcage abau.L t:te herb as a remedy for a parL;urar disease

i.sc irive.d as a n'J.racie	The claim to spiritual hncucledge

•-bnut i'ierbs is s natural cerol.lar Lo the beliefs about

c'fltuLn'Ued1-
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sease aai;satL ral	nce dicasas are caused ineinL by

superc•	'aJ. f:?rces aac:! at the	L of the 13_h or tL:ough

thc	lcel r2Ctce3,

ta cure the	 a

remedy should aLso have an	LiY: of unaetural.ness	The

eeeple of Dhankure. isve ir all i2at ters , gr.ator faith in

rbesuoernatu.a.L powe-r	:Ji t.he	msc power. A disease

aused 1::	:erflroTUreL power or by a human heng exercising

C. r	 by anotcier supernatural JLorcc. 7,ke

hurb the tha	aler pascribes must have the backing of the

aepan;aural for cc;. A herb fortrficd by the sanction and

apprcvo01 csF the supernet:ural will inspIre confidence in the

patient and the paticnt e grouP.

It is ouevcr a factsoae of ba herbs have mcdi -

a value and are eff.c tivo. In all probability the carlies t

.LcrJ. miad hit upon the herbs by a	o trial and

error.	J. observatic.) and experi:aeiiJ atoa 0 u:;t 1ISVO

esta)

	

	hc.c the ap!ioThiJ.J_Ly of c:tein. herbs iii certa Ln

at he :,br.rotJoa and experimentation  have not

oen c:	:.d oy t e c;enc .;rve gcuerat:iofl	Folk healers

d:e no chemica l.	a1s:Ls nor know any Lhirg hc t scientific

experiment. Thuy arc rot blessed wjth the services of

gui.neaigs o monkeys or apes to try their niedec.ioe nod

on the quality.	The herbal pre-par.---.t--l c-,as have re-

a tuck'up exactLy where they were first: discovered

-contiriucd'
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s no t n.:C' :Lc:Te in the same son a a7 the suspenVon

or Antmant prccriLe'J by the modc. a a]. ].opath.	The a.. lo -

paLh c. drug, such as pcn.ictH.:c , ha- 	of U7 own

10 destro ys zeros of a Ics a !.7ts own power iirsre

ensuring recovery. But che herbal preparations of the healer

have no intrinsic power of healing. Just as diseases are

upern eturally or magically caused, they must he remedied by

.cDernatllrai or magi col means. The herbs are ingrecli.enLs

instruments wGin which help in the curing process, but no

cure is possible without supernatural intervention.

herbs to be effective must therefore have supernatural-

mat Len. Supernatural and r.rgicai properties must be

:LnJ	into the herbs which by themselves and actin. iroJc

endantly are worthless pieces of worldly substance. The

...;rs:naturai and magical- elements enter into both collection

avd preparation or No herbs and the administration of the

daug to alec

Herbs to be used in preparation of drug cannot be

iueid on any day of eke week. They should he collected only

- SOL . rdays and Tuesdays. The healers consider these two

of t:cc'al very anipicicus for	iI rica. The reason

ta not kneral La them. The belief in Lhe auspiciousness of

days is a Hindu tradition. Hindu calender is rm . . ..•.	Lb

etailed information regarding aispicius days a'

L	performing or initiating different typos of activities.

--continued-
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4..	 .s':	si;culd he p1cked befoic suriri ac , so're j it befors

or	iL iht . .i'he p lucker may have to have

empty atomoch. 1-Je must. p uk tie root before taking break-

i:CsL or even waar.	he icn.y	1:0 Lk y 0	.ii h	.: sun-

rio and c lHc:'	he I 	Li	j1T	.'J.CL	.	l.	1L5i'LCS

y e p o_ L: almnsL endless lisL  of 'does and 'do nots for

sollect ion of the h uhs	Drug is pr ars J. usually on the

moon. nighc is usually avoided. Heaters

:d-snt a oerba 1 fromui.o while T r epai ins t:lie drug and blow and

whiff every preparation. T1e formulas are believed to have

supernatural powers	Py recital., blowing and whifff.n g the

pan-;::.: is iopLn ed into the herbal areparation.

The dis eusing of tle (1•1! 1.e TC;t so sim. Ia like

tH:ee times daily" or "one tabLet: evor y eight hours," The.

orba]. : - epoi. t. on vili not: be- ppLLecl alone-:.	A sir:ipl.e

Jr,lniaLrstiun of to :ln ug w.li not inspire confidence in

the ontiant. She ry havo to take a bath before the rcrnfn

'.od facing Lbs west with :he wet clorh and water

	

pirA from the	i: :u a bony Lwhlch nun t not be wiped out)

i kr	ayeri s said facing

:it.uated. Some healers

hOWS\ICT prescr:Lbe thu o;.:3 -. s...a ;:.c . J.o0 ,	. c.. the patient

mu:	face the sun.	In Li:J. csnd.i. oJ. an t:H aad.Lclne will have

to be taken. T.t may hauc to he swallowed in cue gulp or,
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Mo	.nc t0 1 -.a1.(n t*e :rrst t.L1TC lfl the mor!lirlg.

One ies I or chat: the res catcher eo:c across wantc that the

di.ci. e riust ha La1.en in erpt:y s Loich before a. mouth 'csh.

POt'cLL po r	to sI cap at. nihc and tahing nod. cine in the

a;c;nins. the: pat tent Test not :ail to :vhoch;. i.\ number of

bees are I so to :e	served 	 pet lod of the

o, root.	-er bo

ciue mo be cpu lied wihout any direct contact witla the

A= aacraple ,5 e he	are used to blow and whiff

the aticit	In case oi	a: -o 'aui the. juicy roots of a

OOt IS liunO	r.,.bCVC the Led c	the	 It is

believed that as the. roots dry U:	c water in the body will

also.	y.	s is evidentl y oa.gieci use of hcr:s

.0 suu oe herbs are. not curative :in their own right

::flopithic drugs, su;h as	ntc.illin, they have no

IntrInsic power or cui .... t to de so O0 , .T dt.scase.	ttpernatura1

rq lcal	iouts must. be infused inLo the herbs so that

the £LLJagLm	the uJ.aivatc heafo	approve c. , he Cn:U and

Phar-e-boshs may he described as spirit rnediumship.

ihealers who	 :A ist^ in .JuLs an: are called iThJd.r In 1

tbt L1r TUT'O .111	ii;o.entail (.5T1U1 On.
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d contect 71 tb. the supernati.1xal p rer	The power, cc:es

:0 te isu cdleci upon end c:uswe ri: r Ic s Phen aece	a

't:L''nt , the far :ios e.i..s spirit: who cHagnos the

rc r Iy	ac i:re::. r s sirspy a vta--

;. t r	eee Lhe peti.eet an the spi it.

There are as meey variations of the bhat-e-bosha as

eeLiirs. Lu the. beslo process is similar. The

circle end tehes his seat et the centre.

H: us::illy sits in the pose that Muslims

ts .ze during the prayer. He then heLes chanting a formula

which is mcst y uni_ntetl .Lg] bJ. e exCept such words ''Aiiah

The voice becomes thinner gr.uali.y

is tjie. fakir becomes mci ih ,his whole body starts S vet-

tag. 1 T-ien the tremble reaches the highest pitch, the

ehl.ished between the fakir and his celestial

•	 ::	the fakir asks about the disease in

a h :ekc'a aid J1 sp L1i5 but yrical robe.	The. pa J :ient s side

:hoe art res the	oc:ns and coTnp]_riirits	itdt rha

naru atioe is ovrr, the fair ocurica1:c3 with his spirit:

e souries .-nd reveals the cause as fOund by his

:rarecendai tel mate. The next lagicil step for the at lent is

o ask for the reiiiech	Agoln the aktr talhs to t:he spin t

nd di so loses that the heavenly force demand.s offerings before

suggest uog die. cut:- - The eaie.r.'s patty then throws coins

in.	 •iloie.	If the o:n'Hn:s	'Lo:	the
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mandi.r.. 1 :s danund ua.r as directly	di the econonc

c 1) diton of tJc uatJ.nt.	f the pao.t is rich, or h-as

aai.li.tr':o toy' a1 a ar sum, bardain:ing tarts	:Si.illiY_d in

a s ttJmi'nt	\5 sOOU as thu medici oa is is Lcal:ad ,

fakr who was so long J n a h:vering trance, falls to the

crouud end ass umes ssnsoessne	iJ	s ir waring stops arid

gradually recovc:1:a firm she dazo	Conmnic.ariou with his

noc has cured for the time being.

Each healer has his on-n ws'i of conducting the whole

It is -evaa1cd from follawing Cases

Mother of Sharj sb-en is in her .ifties . She is ve.ai

popular in the are_a or faikr;mti. . She U: :iy invites patients

- -'-sr scan house. However , ne roes not mind to at tend call

the pri sots.	ha raca-ivrs pati.ellLs especially on the

saturdays and t 1 2 t.esdss	However, emergency cases are

accepted en a]J dars. Shahiahian' 5 mother is a widow and lives

i-a b'ar on'n o'c au It :y liar late husband i ll the cotnpound

so -	.noore has t',vo smJ.i rooms	. t:h straw

era ':i these t':o rooms- she tahies her seat. Re

s-ascbe: r:aooso	c. a5 this active sessions.	It was a

saturday afternoon. She had her bath, said her prayer (jahur

namaj) , made a circle on this mud f La: rud thru we her on the

lour corners. Then she sat down and began to move her head

snd whole i:od. y , at the same time i ecitin	'himsi1.lsh and

-ceo
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lahu continuously. Suddenly, she made a violent jerk

nz Or body and sw. LOL;: d over to singing. She was oinging

marshid.i which is a kind of mystic songs that depicts events -

em - 	fact On had passed into a trance.

At certain pout in	trance she stopped singing and invited

a	COT)5Ot5 in the coma lyrical voice in which she sang. She

: atmrog*itcd the patients about thair fCCIILT.g, and them

1 prj OOmeflt. Ire were six patients waiting se.ria' fly,

ant f-s to each patient who are all

fomales	Listeninging ) the hi t \2y and We WpLoms of the

diseases, she diagsmed the cause as either act of a Limit

or earcery. She advised each of the patient to visit her

again with money with which medicine will be prepared. She asked

one paierit to visit next saturd.s:.	:1:5 ha cat was asked

:e hrin.g five big betel leaves, a-7 : Qlasoes and five taka

.n.gladeshi u;s.Lt: of curiency)

RaZeic is acaut 00. She had been practicing faikranti

nor mi:: 13 y fl ari; . Shp is a widow and lives with her married

sac	iiaz'a was called to find out the causes of Nani' s

• ffeii:st and prescribe treatment:. It was late afternoon.

ar*vol in the compound, flazera asked for fra ak clean

water. She did her'aju' (ablution). In the meantime, the

iwd flour of the room was smeared-	A small mat was spread

on the smeared floor. 1-lazera sat on the mat facing the west.

;C asked for a. glass of water, and Kowa circle on the

-continued-
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.::a:!.ng of such a circle is on KV tradition in this

region. J::r Sharif (19211 found this kind of circle drawn

by ensickst in Lf:ir 'Ti .Lncl.a	He calls it mogical circle.

The hoai_e: suddenly he6wn to shake Or hand and jerk

it whole boy. She kept he: r2ght hand on that circle

Her hend was trembling.	hr Logan to thrash the floor by her

eit. hand. Shi\:'og and thrashing rained nomontum -Until she

awnr 00o CrOO.C::. At this state Mani explained her problem

to her.

Choral f Li '::Ls a man. He is 65 and very renouned

for his expertise. He receives patients at home on Saturdays

end Tuesdays afternoon. he is a Hindu. At his outerhouse

there is a oemile in which a colourful idol of a Hindu goddess

ted. The Luddess has a number of hands and

her head. The c.roo:i is beautifully decorated.

Ih local peopi C cell the goddess De 1..	YaUn ;Jr.oco;

as 'cc" (i.e. i.othcr) .	The tu.p1. is

Do sLL the temple there is s.nali court yard which is smeared

rwh mod Everyday. In one c:orear there is a Tel si p1 ciii:

IL	iii s ,oddeos is the icurce of the povars of the frki.r. Fakir

takes	lung OTepaT.iL ..i co. He smears the te:ioJC the compound

of the to-;'a and the funeral pyre of his parents situated

at one side. While smearing, he pu..; an a. small piece of

;Iite cloth. After ho finishes smeatial, he VOws bath in a

oond h three dips and puts co. a clean dhuti (a kind of wearing

continued-
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	oparel. for iniu)	Thki.r	eases the time from the shy and

cetars i.ns t.'.: ..	::..*.	... .. cL: •r	p aints tLe!i

ihe body .	L. 2:Y:li ice	nforo t*e goddccs

and. offc.	wr:shLo .	the end of the worship he hecotsos

e':zi•:oi. and in choked voice calls the	vi to- for -

After thus giving puj a. to the goddas the fakir

:hnvitea na1ish - complaints of the patients. Nearly a

doien patients	sen:o.e. Each	Lieflt givce some taka to the

fakir  vnd	: r :. s the ailmena . Eve rytime the 1a.Ir	rvw3

the macu :oduvos	uvi	'd entreat:; he to find o:yL the

ue for the ailment, Comi. Jnt over, ha starts the acro-

hstics before the oddas. Ho dnacs, bows, kneels, rotates,

jumps all the thne uttering :Lres . He. thrashes his head,

sian:; hi: chu. ut. Craduall' be <et:; tired and suddenly falls

cIon fLi: at	e :[oc.t culT t:be Dcvi nd lies in pro a trace

p ttin as if senseless . He rucc, ers after -ometime

uHIi..a thcr:	'ts one by one, gi'cs that c:roec' of the ailment:

a	aTI d. p:cs cot tee ne romeci . Ha c.laima that he has no power

it is t	j.)uVi who diagnoses toe cause and reveals the remedy.

•e is \iorv act. osoju his o.n oul.c itt HTC process. All power,

cocadz'est in the Devi , be repeatd1y te1 I

thu natie:iLa.

Of the several cases treated b y Lhe fakir , we present

4
	only two. A two year cud girl was brought for treetice:i. She

was gett:fng thinner day by day. The girl was also having Level:

at	night. The girl was the youngest child or. the mother

-. eont:in'2ed-
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4

	

	 ad was stillaL Phe H:oas	f :a Cliaaal fakir disclosedciced thai:

the mother's arn g vare no:: ho. a thy. She had some thing on her

that :e:; coai. in. i0Jy sharing a: the baby and sucking her

blood. I;:o trr.Fmout for the girl,  the .ah:o: ;rve the

Q
	mother an amulm to be worn on the righ t ains	No Lhing was

proscribed for the girl.

her of t-c daughters wanted a son. But she was

for the lost seven years. Fakir asked her

	

1t- -	h.-•r:1 any abnormality.	The

:h	Kav she had prob1cmi with digestion, she

could not easily digest Lot and spicy food end often felt

I 	mg in the st orrooL. Fakir in his way diagnosed it a

case of sorcery . He informed the patient that he enemy has

to::: r burnt: her aor (uterus) ; s4cq the nar was burnt,

• .td ::: conceive for iant seven :es:Ts ; though apparently the

jean Inched fresh and healths, 0a vas diseased inteins ly.

In order to regein her ferti .:cI	skin prescribcd an

amnW . Fakir also [node her promise that she would bring

an	 so :;i.re gift of goldf a: the Devi - if she got o son.

.J-.SC.-5!..:550	..:s.a.nle:.lt; and not a

MY!	s ps:rss	vsa. :.c :.eI pot:er which

not always herecH tarv. It does not usually transmit - from

father to son. A son who can r_'ove himself worth y of the

profession by hard devotion w qd meditation, shall have it. For

example, (Tharef. fakir was one of four brothers. Out of the

-continued-
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4..	our brc:'tLers he alone could prove himself wo:: Lb.y for the

L

U C ':r	faikruu i i s

CUtU_aed 10 dream. The pc?ar appears in d y nam es unknown

•	f gu-re and voice. it dictates rituals	and probibivions for

the n•c::or the mode of ehav hur and livint pattern that

-	-o ii	al:.	In fact fakirs have to observe

L:i.:: .boui c::i.0g ) dressing and living.	CLia.:cal

•	fk:Lr:ctot th.t	,:ue.1 uQsnn with his

wile for tnrUv dnvs t	 •CUl. CJCI C the

fk:anti. Since he got the blessings of the Devi, he has

nevcr eaten meat or fish. He is p?:ch.Lbltc(i from eating more

than once in Jr hours

Is bhare-Losha a NO •vice	Is the fakir an impostor?

clear a.:'.i is difficult. The rassarcher has mixed inti-

eotet with some of the female fakirs. The researcher has

liv.:d with them, tslkc-d to them, travelled with them and

lIeu pa	in; Mr-- e--osha one after another. She has

o.aie d lam, mouths amon' Lb.CrIi and observed the har-e-bosha

-nsnionn continuously over a long period of time. Reseeree

the impression tk -. tkese fakirs rie s iup o folk, they

lead a simple life which is frank and forthright. From their

way of life, their manners and behavLcu:.: in is difficult to

teat that they are deceitful. There may be had elements

nnng the fakirs, as there is black sheep evey .rhere . But

-cont:inoed-
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akiLraeve	nevsl.I.v not swindlers or tricks Lero. They

nceey hel tazethat a c leetial. being in with them and

aorniun e.vi:e wiih Jivi. Hon	hi rs live In ccntinuc'in fear

ol	nm	cv:	v he ci:ada.	They scrunui	lj :1icle

.y ta. tabocs rennr.LC tionn e'.d inn nrucc:ioriv of the auper-

n'tral power lest, the power should. be displeased and cause

:Pnn harm. Sowe c. La corLdi .ions of the rela ticnsh .p with

supnrnanoral pow'n: ave vary exacting. 1-1azora BIhi cannot

I	a t	'.1: bee :se sh- h .n La ordered to leave the bed

befor the C , C K crows. if God forbid she foils to rCff up

before	, her compaaioi wit 1 -:rush her out of rage	She,

therefore, passe S Lnarst siec1niess night:s. All these testify

:	to the nLncer.Lty of the beiif of the fakirs about Jne bhar-

c-bc sha. 	AcvnLtted.Ly they eve not ci: dia.ery folks,

tt suffer from some a dnorm.ali ties. They are rroba iy
r	

JucLnat:ed.	ul: the ha 1iu.cj.raion is for them tee reali Ly.

another point needs mention here. In the therapeutic

of bkar • e--ho she, the two religions	Uindu:Lsm and in. lam - h eve

so: en	-ntv terms -	Dhanhura. Ti-le majority of the patients

'C Chov:.:ì]. fakir arc Lusl as , whereas the faki r. is a Hindu

cniy that- 1	-;;	ar. -nv :..	ar cle that diagnoses

the cause and	pv.Lv.a:	an	..n a	.rdesa in the shape

cnhoi. S.slam rejects pantheism and vehemently attachs

J.dolat:rv.	The . , ronhet of I sir-nt wages holy was against idol

ncobip. A hius  im who has anything to do with idolatry is a

-corit.iared-

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



-199-

H Y11 h. ' r^ : nn ly	 .:. La the 1T:li.

:.LHi.LL can t1wrefore he a paLient oF Choral fakir. The Muslim

Lhn

-	divorce

ru:a vzry strictly onfo.cccL But the wccii, .uspite of ME-

devoutout f	h in Is :Lam do go to the goddess fur medical grounds

Folk medicine has 1uu c - L across the barriers of re liglon

Von vlanscenas r Ygious beliefs. Folk medicine, as piac-

Dhankura is ure and simple, 0 product of its culture,

.. cainare in which secular, popular and religious elementb

]:isve merged HcCth

On one occasion Llie researcher along ij. th a number of

patients were waiting for the Charal fakir to start and were

gessiping to pass time. be mcnuan0cz dcuppad rue suggestion

ha:: to;: Meb:.m it is T.': aol Lo ccon 2o the Chra1 fakir.

:d man tceh up the suggestion and narrated a story

to rofLua t h e :. eeo aec;e; . The a Lor .  wenL that the	ot

A :nmod (an) coo N ", Corp ui i d tO hi; trus ted disciple All
wat . man cv Lv .i 7 winVa rL-	h.. hara r a and Cc.eta fame)

:::;turbc:J him in PhF pr7yar	While he prayed in the mosque

^rjshna would pass by the mosque playing on the Flute. All,

the sword of Islam, flew into .. rage and vowed to kill the

rogue. he lay in wait. As soon as Krishna, playing., flute,

passed by the mosque aui caught hold of him. He was about to

J.LL the man, but soddenly cow that the San he had caught was

ero.nhet iluhammad (am) himself. The lesson the story-teller

-continued-
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ht h'':	Nu.i:i:nd	iti	1i iiJ'd ;ac

V sad	esm.t:	c:•.te dea about coner

nL:c ci re :L t T	a:LLI not be	::e. Lod (rather vii i he

cop 'd ) by the rchi. i. ,.-;ious leaders of Dli-ii l 	.	But the idea

	

eeLt to the oai:ieuL.:.: sod Choral.	kir ccn.ti.ro:e s to dra:v

Yusl:i.m costomerS

I1 , 1: ian-c-ho ha therapeutics the healer requisit:Lc.'ns

:r.'Lco of a su;er at irel be ing for cure of dsease . But

if the t	rue u:a L;LL itteif is hC CJUSC Of the

disease? A different: tiier.ipeutics is then app:L ed. This is

cill. 	d	in 1 t: L'irei1e

6. 7	ehut: Nai'ano I as a therapeutic device

Every indigenous culture has its exorcist. Bhnt na.mano

moans exorci.iog. Ii the ause of the disease :Ls

scsic'n by the ghost , the ghost test bc cn:raJ. sod.	1..hc

a bhut cnto	a eisan er scaros at h'	hi. y: her Li. the

cnl.s °°-	to e'eestise the bhut. The bhut must be corn-

T)CL ed to i ceve he patientiith fi ri undertaking that it will

i c:ecr d: c-y berm to ho womea cithes by re-posesetng her ci:

et her.

aut-namano, therefore, means compelling the bhut to

150 .70 the patient parmaneatly with promise to steer clear of

the e Li.cn.t in the future.

secne cc tied Uprante is very frequent in ITh.ankura

csuecd by the hhut. Healers , in order 1:0 remain in.

continued-
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ho	ii-\n. 'acd in the err: of Uhut

OJO the fakir k-Lo the rhera.r

he fir.t oa: in the :ocess of Uhut na!ano	to make

the hL.w re.1 k, The bI',ut must be forced to disclose its

:.nt.LLY, pLaoe oC aboio and the reason for attacking the

:'JLL.'Lcfl fl1? nn.aoy to : ovince the

- ..........,.ah1:.5i.l)C)s5.LOa Las t.:akea place.	rtac

C	 r	 of the cause by forcing the bhiit

torre the h.sLory of the attack.

Once ev:c; i convinced that bunt is responsible

c'r the iee;o, the	ier rIac enter Late the second step

,±ich crssts of erneilin.; the bbi.it ocice forall from. the

.Lhc lice ler begin by aski. the bhut to depart and

C--, at 	dire nnsequenccs La it refuses to .;bey. If the

bhut feel that the healer i. mere powerful than itself, it

no	rreaoHlrS .:aad loaves with promise	behaviour.

but	 er tl;..n the healer .- ad floats the

	

a c	*0 I.Tailer first tri.ci punitl'JC action.

is beaten b1ck and blue. The bh.ut cries and

The healer may

force the natient to eat very hitter herbs. The bliut starts

vemi tt Lag througi' the. pet i ant end	to s coo t. a tiho a......a in

. : hcr euisperatiofl.	But SOTC bhuts are st:.i].i stronger. They

.ced tohe ti ;j t:1d	The hea1e ...trios to entice. the bhut by

tceapt.tion of r.Lck praertts end c*Ucios f.d-off:

-contiauet
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JH j ucc.rJs and ne ooiaion bociween the healer and

wo hhui:. cjis:es in riH	 -•::':ators

•::d audie.	 a	 Ls i;'jJ	: and the

hhi:: ]t.:r Y2 with promise Rom the healer that the agreement

r8 g•-rdjnS nFMAngshai.l be hcnoL:ied.

The bhut is made to speak through different media

eoending on the Wier and LIia disease. The most frequent:

nnium is the patient herself. In overwhelming majority of

the cas the bhut converses with the healer through the

mouth of the patient. Of course the voice i.e different from

Lr)i: of the p Li.ori: . In some cases, the healer himself acts

L . Ma voCAm. Pe asks questions in his normal voice and the

:hu1te; nKoigh his mouth but in a different voice. In

Von rare ca cc, the healer takes the service of a third

arty. The bhrt speaks through this woman. In fact there

; . re some women in :hsekura who are known to act as the medium

of the bhou.

I;: will aree r that the process of hhut nanieno involves

cor:. of' -of-war berwecn two powers - power or the healer

and tI	:ron;Tr W.Lt1C

Power dl the hhut is undcstandable	it is a super-

natural power. But how dare; the human healer compete with the

5L. arnatural power? In other words the healer must have

:: 'rnatural powers to deal c.th the su pernatural beings. The healers

- - that t1e have eitTher obtained the supernatural powers thrcigh the

grace of tie i iniis or have. attained tIe supreme power through prayer and

-.aeditat icu.	 -c.cnunued-
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av, es blish I asianwith a ginn has boon autlien--

1.!cct:	by	Vora].	 I.J.rcbc'us uci.tcrs in Isiai.	Sorno :Ligious

an IsI.sr describe in (Lui.L Che procedure Co be foi_iow-

ad for aCt •o.ag frrs . T i e nrocass is d ff iu1taisd h:a -dons

torit:y ,	s c!cscri. bing Lh: de.'ice of attaining

inns, 7n ns agaLnst the mortal blubers involved. (Jafa:c

	

f ) l5 I hl. Siimsu. Undo, l9I ) .	IC. is o1.o possible

n a.	LTn to otto ía supernatural (Ruh.ni) power by appro

ar ate -c :uols of prayci:, zik:L (recital of Allah.' s name)

med.Lt:ation, complete surander of the self to All, 	and

:aianatJon to the will of Allah. In the South Asian sub-
:atinent there liud a number of p ir, , iaii and marched who

had u, cruatura.L power. end could perform transcendal feats.

trn to si.pernat:uro1 power cannot therefore be

:cefctcd. Tbe villagers in I)biniura sioccrei.y believe

C :i n.y	S .:era.roi	:aOj	[cr i1'.,TO CO1aOCL over

	

1erLoirL extra-n:un.r anT.	c:s.	hal:' mad±iya. hi.

	

1	-)hoH.y hi ens whatm an is endowed wit l wL .L

Th:Ls is the response of the women w'-,en. the resear'hor

	

..........'.	.:,,--	-i,-'	.._ ......

1 csl'crs and attended quite a large number of bhut nomano cases.

One coccmon but striking feature is that [he healers Creating

the g;:-possessicn are e:eedingly garrulous. Their garrulity

heating their own drc'os. They. hoist tall. stories of

a dealt rIth very powerful hhuts. They beast of

-continued-
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• heir snerlor or .id clam ns LI.	power on earth

Jair rmtc.le. They rohubly try to coicr up Lheir tckery by

ve.heei ty	They LaJJc aut:Lc.	zelv ead confidently wih.Lch

prcCUCo3 fe'::urbT e e2f	.Le pac. Lent s grc>.	Ihoy try

to aitali se ee the tirL impression cneratcd by .h.e.m.

ererc.s-iieeiccs do net want to talk about the sEcrets

	

- helr reL:sien	The rescmche	wr heever cam	se acros a

--jc eier.c the exorcist who told the racarcher in confi-

:.hs the	 allt sessioria are all norsense. He

crmelosed	meaL	sos o:[ upranta are family problems arid

erLc t..oraL Lens ion	Sonic gir 1.3 are riot	izisfiod with their

tribaric1. Some find the deaiiay of the in-laws unbo.rablc-.

Th fact, the mothE -in-laws some Lime make things so difficult

t:hot the girls bcm:'ta	stle.saee d •.ea:e. Same gels am too much

Etached to the parents hcsehold end i:..i Lo adjust in the new h:. use--

'eld. The erc sing sessions often seece.c.0 m chastising these g.rl.s,

	hut who t: aboi 	the bhut talking .iith the healers? It

Is	a Lrteri whose cntch.erd is the gift of the g a  . As

as tie Eiemr feces the. patient lie starts telling stories

has cured. In telling the stories

he	-i	e:: .	:r. tn'	'. nic.n.i:iots theIr abode and

discribes the cause of their attack. He also threatens that

he	1. resort to paysLoal beating or forcible adniinistrat.L°n

of hitter herbs through the mouth of the patient if the bhut

::oes no coope'ate. he also authoratirel y emphasises the

danger the patient was undergoinr and repeats the ar .fer.rigs

I

-continued-
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.acJ evnn •h:he that mcy follow if the bhut cannot be a:pelled,

yze	 - c. 1'	.nn :;tr]. gets frightened and readily fails

ir :o :	;.	the healer. For feai of the sufferings,

beat	and even de;J:h., she complies with the dictates of

the	and auowers the question in line with the stories

she had a]. Lcady heard. The healer also pointed out that he

:en asks lced:.ia c 1 Ie:t10u. instead of asking the rnme of

'4.	:hc. Mat, he asks the bhut if his name i s •so and so. This

::''e MROV On nession relatively secure, The healer

admittoi :•.soua-L hnee cases arise when the patient is

very obstinate end unyielding. To ensure the position, the

healer cries t:oa scertain the tenpara,nent of ce patient

beforehand and himself becciros the medium of the hhut instead

of dep::'udthg on the patient.

i:il;i practices the deception because it is his

•	to hesl. The patients expect this type of

di.anc':;t.s and ac.n.]inq. He does not feel guilty as the treat-

meet stifies the patients

Exorcising the ch:e •. ee. v eaecet. 11Ze.t the

t ime universal art of lolk h-a: .	.	tee char very a: ci c:

and universal therapeutic dri.ce is amulet.

6 . 8	Amulet as a therapeutic device

Amulet is called tabtz Ic Dhankura. it consists of

two parts-- namel y , a container; and some , contents which are

LIed into the container. The container is a small thing made

- continued- inueci-
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.:.dely USCd meLel is cop;cr.	Cold or

:Llvi J.3 5O. LiT:	hut: the use of gold is very vare.

in t .erkui 11 coody c:urrerL1 y uses any gold container.

	

.€om v:csc.	ci LiiC

Lie p cce cf	cn buries. The :iature of couJ•e.it

CpwTh ce	category of the hea.e: and the nature of the

so. Kabire	fekir, baida end chairt us e diverse kinds

f etericls, the corrsncst being herbs, roots, spices, bones,

pieces of metals, d:y eaves, .rid vegetahle	oulara uses

cmlv verses from the Ferari.	elecced ver3es are written on

a u:l1 piece of paper and folded to it into the container

-naeLc draws on a small, piece of paper m.irnerical f cures

whi.cn lo k like gre:)Lls. After the paper is inserted, the

container .1- s, sealed with wax.

.L.	, worn on the bod y . ike most common

• S	 te:,.1y.:a.	aums arid eke	cci.	At: the arm,

it is fastennod by a piece of black thread. The tabiz is

from the neck I Ike c. no ckl; ee	Dupendin.e. on the clint

s •edvi '.;s. fastening of the t:abi: arourd the waist:

	

lilnok. thread. Tahir uav also !:e Lied to the hairs	There

0	-nlaces besides human bod.r. II: ma y be kep t under the

bed on which the patient sleep s. ike Lab.Lz may be soaked in

:1e water which is th..n drank by the patient.

Tah:Lz is widely used in Dh.ankura,espectall by the women

dren. Almost all the children are protected from evils

-continueci
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hooet:y p cent: of i.Joe women wear it: either a a

'y of •li'cL: .. or: as a u:otoc:ion aafr:s t: coLl	Tabic is

iflvO:aL.	p Ec:;niii:cd fa. the ca:a' o:[	cory

oorie i.de.red to be	 object-- One must

ics	nct:it-.. Any cne. wearing a t:ahiz must avoicJ

I lot:	hc. :.	0 ho 09 avray from  t	truatin woman

too :o€nIy 2 lired mothers. I'oliutoa is oiievd to

ffoet the efficacy of the t:.ahiz. Any contact with pollution

necds to ho. purified by rituals. A polLtcd tabiz then has to

wasLled. in the water called T sona--rupa-pani. ' A piece of

geld en1 a pioco of silver are soakad in water and the tali'

wa.a LaO: water seven times	.!\.fter tiie astI the

tahi.z on NE usedLoileved chat by so

to nolhit:ic• jo :Jso osUd O:Jra T .	In cora of he (who as

.....................-ino.	is	t::ft.-:i ofl-	 body.

Ltcr cavoo	. y , :. 00 so	:..o Loca hor :nrity by .r)e arifyirLg

bath ) sho washes the tabiz in milk and wears it aain. E\•en

aitar its use is over, one cannot j u ,	it away least

:,	(VOid	0OmpJ.(-: 011 00.	'in-ore is a clear instruction

A:cc the healer about whot to widi the tabiz after the poes--

po nod of use.	Usually, the fo..dot....n.g ins Lructiofl

are given:

i) it is to be thrown in the pond or river, or

(1.I,(J I, 0 0
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nL a c.Le:::i place, or

iii)	i:	t be birnt out.

1-L).	inJice:o	t;be.

LCuC rcu	cutiou c. im' :u:ii o.Th t:	follows

j?--oni the belief that it repents symbol of peuor -.	super-

natural poer to heal. d	cs	Ti r thus has ir

4	: .ractar L'efuro the eye of the. Dhankura Peopi.c.. They consider

- :	c:o be a •!cred anaiumai.e ohj ec: assess ng supernatural

p.c: of cur ng diseases. The:z are hcivcd t;o be most

effective aainst dsee caused by sorcer.

Fan:P 2 ,ra a	a7  d71 

Fsai paura is ancther widely used folk healing device

in Lhankur. Ii involves very simple and. snort formula.

:esh unpolluted wsacr Is roured into a glass or a small oL.

ho hea.or 1:0lds th? glass or pot very c.us-c to his mouth

arid iecitcs seine frrnr.J.a dire coiy Into the .mtoz'. If the healer

is e aulaaa, ha recites verses from the Koran. Ocher healers

recice their oa mentras or rieantatious. This recite].

ri-aisle	suporratural power from 1:13,2 verses or i.autras to

wet	['ho we cer -is t hus endci red wiih the healing power.

lee p	iLt is directed either to eat the water or to use .L:

- r parts of the body. The sim.ctified

In the body relieves the patient:.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



-209-

4	 .h the focu'la is siniple, the process involves

a set. of	 ui'ls in cOnfleCJ on wich noui'irig cf water ond

:iril 1in.	C the ;er is boo•.:ht from hm.-i	be well , it has

LL be co 1 cc	b; :hrc: puehe at 5110. pi.mpc': it Le nci.dLrlg

hc brIt.h. The healer puffs It. cary in the oioning in

cmpt stomach, liOweVcT, exceptions are always there.

1 ()	 Pho.o1 a	a tjeii:'ap c .ttc	e.v:i.ae

	

Jhes phoo" ii te::a y ccaos blowthg end whiff:Lng	All

cateo:cies of he :;.ler3 practise this arc . Bñ cias depend rcalri].y

on this device. IrA Phanlwsa , blo'xing and :htffin is applied

In elmo t all di seascs inc1udi;	so:. ce.j	But this thcraoy

a believed to be mast c.iJect lee	ai.n t bau hacash. By

hI in and whiffing the body of the patient the healor

:. ia:h palo .i	ab;: b-ad of the patient, utters

::. ......via and la -.l.. : whiffs a	the.	C  tile at:

' ops a	utte.tc-cI Xi Uiau61tle voice so Lh:H. Lb-u

::Ient cenct c tch the words. After the fomu1a is u ..:.tc red,

Imieler may	if once. or cor1secut.\;ol7 arice. Some Limes

the loreinla is divided into three parts. After the utterance

of evevy pai:t, e1e patient is ahi.ffed. With ... he wiiifiing the

bee hatash is hlcan nsv

ho applied t:hrourh some i.nstru

branc:e Cr stem ofa eerb

- contineed-
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;aeh of a hV0wJ_ Lii leaves still fresh ( Lhe b ra nch

V ^ L sj jy p luckvj', rcats of some herbs tied like a broomstick

and cvcu a hmau hone four to six inches long. The last one

is U20 by LA O

then an inst rumont is used, the healer may move t La

jfl5tit:Lnt to front of the patien t ins Lead of couching his

As he moves and rotates the instrument he chants his

rouiC cfter which whiffing is done. if the ailment, is

!coa ted at a ne : ticuier part of the body , the instrument is

_:bL:d e:;nitis . that part while chanting the formula and

uhiffing is done cii the affected part. If a woman is suffering

from i arayur dush, the instrument is moved around the lower

abccTw?n and the hips. If the healer is called to ease a

caeo of difficult ch.Lldbirth, she starts from the right side

the abt.iomen... As she charito her formula shc moves the

sbdosen do,,-,Ti towards the toes. If ter

•	:;::ed. she begins from the left side of

the abdomen and movp g :e tV t:C3.: o. te lfs f:uc	The

yre^zss. ccntNup s r i ll the wyn4a Kl Avers the bs 1 'y. The

.:onaie of the therepcLLi.cs is probably that as the

rument: is moved down towards the leg, the hau batah that

obstructs the baby from being born, also moves down and out

:hrough the lcjs, Lhus facilitating the baby to come out.

We said that the incantation are inaudib ly uttered..

1:aideo era exception. They sometime shout out the formula

El

COflt].flhied-
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4	 • lvri all.. form.	ihJr for7-.ul2 are lyrically coinpoed.

Ly to m.inc; 2 tt t.ne	;yaiaa'.Li roy the 012 t1:i fcrro.o1a

1 117 1,
	 :L saci.f:Loi	Vanv of tLe words are ea2a:n 053 and

tJnre .L5 i • a:rdi'i any o	cs that aenvey a copJetn sense

ne f :na1a	mcrely a cc cJ.r.kerat.a.on	cai:chy words

Iras ni.ake xnsive use o	.hi ffing . There. is

e.d

f. Ii

Ia tioodiecting winch	a very old medical

nra ei:ice round the world. Tin ba:.da	as a cowho en for the

is ma1e at th narrow cnd of the horn. A

snaiL 1	 cisI:n ; gii	co the body of t:!-.e.	 The broad

ndof the	a. is hardt'ressed aeairst the lacision. The

ofc then so3ac L	na::rcno end forcing blood to come

to Ll horn. A leaf from the banana plant: is kp t by.the

aide of the cti or-. The holds s?its the blood on the lea

Afi;: L; ooci is adanuately let , a black oint:mont made. fro-,.T-,,

>2.n:L2.ae L:. LOUcru1Oh	hnr p:Locad.urc

is different. It is believed that stagnant blood accumulates

inside i:hc womb daring pregnancy and must be thorough]e'

out of tar delivery. If tin blood remains inside

t:ha hirah, it	prevent cc-	1c from taking place.

- continued•-
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a.	 jvvro 	to block the newly deliorcd

^aVors. My do in by a'çt y:Lu' hoot fe	eati.on for 40 days

tie have now described L:he :.haropeut::Lc devices :Ln

vcgon in hhankura. One c. oion feature of the therapi p s is the

pro ponocrence. of ritril c.Leiien.t in folk medicine.

5.12 Role of HMO in the folk therapX:

'4.

	

	folkThe :o	therapeutics, whether it s herbal preparation,

Ln:-e oosha , tnbiz iani-oaura blowing and whiffing or

axci'cisn dcea not ce: ate on it s own intrinsic or internal

otrellgta. S:cr:Lrc.: power necessary for healing has to be

creat. ed:Ln t:h.em, Without infusion of such power, these

devices are worthie.s. Elaborate process are therefore on he

unde rtaken and carried out in order to effect the infusion

-j lealing power	In other words all the therapeutics become

ire only when a p i opriate rituals ore applied on them

t.h- elc:rc in this sense, in riwal nc:Lcine. Folk treat-

Mwn^ of 	is	 rI Luclistic	As hanchip

White (lPOP) has poan ted out, Even in cases where the treat

ant is basod on common sense methods i t is backed up by an

p:o.)p1.aLe iuc.nl;:i	P. 154)

Paril paura may La a case for e:i.ucidatioa. Water is an

essential article of life, But it is ordinary and mundane.

In influenza, an oliopath may prescribe drinking of enough

as tot as a soothing relief. But  fol 'healer who will

:rescribe only water for a disease is sure to go out of

-continued-
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4	 -'	DbOd:'Lt: I nku:a can be convinced that waLer has

J. 	owor. tht he samo: water ritualisticall y t:rcated

bcmea readily acceptable mcdicine in Dhankura. Because

it Ic no Lh0r plain water , it: ha : becerne s.pernat:urali.y powered

By reciting seine mystical iricantat Ion in en mnpty

tmoch at i±: earl y morning, the healer has endowed the

:ter wtb mystic:	:':'a	TV.	:c.a trait	.vcioa1 power

P- ater ri t:ca . : L;:r wrh ef:fectively

'.icpatint: rnus also ah:[dc by seine ritvais. For ex:npie

acac Ilers rre.scr•: that; the nanctific.d water must he

Paen l,fore se:rioc uril the p atient ciuc avoid egg during

the period. of treotrncnt

The patient undergoing treaHirneut is almost invar..abIy

oed :' observe scone riuols. A iterbal prcparation to be

offectirS rny be requLted to he takon afuer bath chiie cti1.

o wet: cloth. A tabiz ma y have to be worn for the first

tine .sidIng in a grove yard at twilight	A patient

uraiiig .icatniat1t	 ii. have  to stay at his own home du :c Ln,

the pevLc1 of th a;:. If she chance to soend overnightovernight

 ic: own h:c;c the ecir. wiLl. fall flat on her.

0 .- 00125 macr 2	itipifed. The ritualistic character of

folk mc. :Lcine will be further unfolded as we di.so ass below

sp:LfLc treatment for some of the specific diseases.

• Li	Treatment of Shutika

There is not one medicine for one disease. A tars,e

number of remed:Les are available for the same discos c depending

-COnt.1flLled
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Ell
C tegocy fl La healer anl the. ideRiifICat IOTi c 1: the

:ase. For sh.itlI	the drug o:[ choice appears to be berbals.

The T Pt may be inserL.d into a taiz or may be ma do :Lnt:o

-	 fee	I	ni.t tee	th cach medicaL ion

a: :rLct::Lon: t1ich must be ohee ed to

mT:ntac L:a potoecy of the teataHent - As regards ahiz th:

ontants	ry from bee er to he - ce and. case t : case.

Ole thetap7 ceesc:hes that the pieces of the following

soi1_d te i.nseeed together in the tahi.z , naeiel.y

kI-iUida ma e.rii, halo kashairj a and moilta. This tahiz is

worn aroand. the :•;aist: probahl because the symptoms of

stika re :tes to teis region. The wearer wiLL ahtain from

P.ro beef. :.. H hilsa fish, 1:Pcthari (pulse) . sweet pumokin

;.UJC)fl or reoe end pulses cooked together

.:&iOtberIOeOlula is also nu to stmpic. Roots of

eon :hn:de ac d la j J1 abeti ( Lmcsa) plants are collected either

en the or the Fe:sdoy. The nerson wli1e collecting

:hcofd cot :m he. TI:e ic>ots ire wied ius:Lde the t:ah.Lz. This

S 1-1 1, Ltt .I	:eLrig beef, 1d1-n fish, sweet

r n ; pu l:i Fishnall curd prepared ey profcssiona.[. expert.

A very, simple herbal treatment is prescribed, by a female

Healer. Roots flflCi leaves of the mimosa and the pateng which

s a species of the spinach, are taken together. 'lee healer,

-coi:tinued-
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h ;.ias to he i:]m the border of

•..ed con di.
	She turns i into seven .lics end

those	and	a yes ':ith t;he thread.	L	I.00hs like

a t:i.ny 1: oocLie.	The h.ndlc is tied up on the lia:hn; cat: the

	

ti	r i-he c'lLecnts	This t:oat:uent pO-

hbits t.;c kinds of .[fsh; and two types of i.intels

Eme healers rescribe a suspension which is prepared

s, ;eial kind of I inane callcd 'mcdiii kala' end a. subs-

tancC.J. ed gashoic Ga:va ShLra is a very rare type of

neat of eke d ear. If a pregnant deer dies witdi the baby inside

T 	wor:b, the baby is taken out of the dead deer and the meat

ofthe uaborn baby deer when dried becomes garva shura.

These two ingredients era mixed end boiled together. The

suspension that comes out is to be consumed.

- a Dhankura ihntika :L attributed to .-I number of

cau..cs which :i.nclude wroti, food, vied at ion of taboo, end bou

beta.h. h:ny healers therefore cC) not depend on a paticu?ar

ho: combine a	do mange of mad.Lcaments to

a pkr'aa to the pa. Cient . Such a package m:	include

.17 ;D 	prcpare Lion tabi	pant paura , blowing and whiffing

a	icopr: Ho p:; IOaTCJn7e3 prep:racio'fl o an emule t with bone

and herbs; suspen:-ioii for oral corsunptLn, massages of the

affccte	md olowlng. The healer, C T.5 iCia, goes step by

at:en. She begins with tte prcparati-'.-n c-f the cmulc;L. The

LM
	 s for the amulc.t may be divided into two gronos

- con Li. 0 0 -
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jr Zrcojerto	 i• under group A are supplied tv the

healer; thn .ia in group 3 a7a to be collected by the patient

hoover healer can supply the ja 3rodderts of the group b at

t 1 e cost of a. high

.[ngred.ie:;_ts u:rad inside the t:ah.i.z

• OU A
.o) Two small pieces of tuntuni plant:.
V) One small piece of o -irp.Lre plant

'?) One small piece of maizranga plant
d) Two small pie.ceo of t aroal. plant.

e) A small ptooe oi the bone from the arm of ban
manoch. - a ficL:it*ooa animal resembling human
form. Tho researcher on any other villagers for

^Aa t mattur has not cc across such an animal..

Group B
7• ?no piece of ricc that has to be collected during

p.	 he lunch tine
'eie R r.oeohinl fiu:L::

c) One 3adek fruit
d) One ia.risnjni gerva fruit

One MAW jaran.

I	 rjj.i. tHese :LflO:.JdcutS.

no patient is instructed no keep it under her bed. She most

not wear

The p ent step is the preparation of an ointment to

ssage on the abdcaeri. Baida takes a cup of cii from the

eattent, Only one fourth of the oil is mixed with a his ital
LM

?ran	a white tablet that soaks the oil; the c ther three

fourth quantity of all is poured in a bottle and is taken

-continued-
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c'ja"; by We haVa. On now massages tho oil-soaked tablet

on the ;•etu c i che p	ent. Txaicdeteiy after the eassage

rho takes out a honc alui t 1 0" icr.: and b lows the Patient

on the r;2:3JgCd :pot. Shc utters the fo.LJ.owu-!g WOtOS

"Allah amr simdkari., bihrrn i. , she trun buke jak,

draner We :I ak	(Allah, let her shu.tika, bighurni leave

her and attack her nerny)

Vid a i11.o blowing makes peculiar 7ovement of her body

that rcsevblc':; a. shaman. Usually she murmurs the words to

hersalf co thm nobody may listen.

Finally she prescribus a. oral suspension of banana and

narisatal tarva fel. The patient is to take this suspension

onca everyday for SCIJCn days.

Ike treatment prohibits the patient from taking cold

'natcu and addi.n, extra salt to cooked food	TH :.; Luapy

Contains shamanistic and magical eiat;:1 it ? site].

53 ran is a rcu:d and white tablet that soaks up oil very

sC..k5 the oil mo it will

aynv the filth of shutIki. Noreover blowing !e.my the

lain  rca :nih3.ca ;nagicc.LL pa:: ti 003

Some treatment involve djEfIcnit rituals, The rituals

are primarily observed in the collection of the ingredients.

,he following items are required to prepare the medicine.

Li the items are inserted in a table.

2

continued
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I) bcsmai. lit ers of Oorns From sevr L;s.
J.) A small piece of boric from the neck of a duck

hl.ch was killed on Saturday or Tuesday by a
fsti:!.::; man.

jjQ b.nc of a. cow that was sacrificed on the IIUJ..
.Aaha (ITes lire festival of sacrifice)

1\T	.;i; LIfl	uLt (fox glove).
snail 'Hue of broken. shnnkha' (sharkha is a

.r..c-1 id.rij of bangle made of conch shell. A
irriel Hindu woman must wear this bangle on her

1aod aLwys so long her husband is alive)

Vi.) hriad skin of rat.

Vii) A small piece from t he tooth of a crocodile.

:1.	A sm a ll picae cut from a.

Vnan caa seven banks of a river. The sand must
be collected on the Last night or the i3angali month
of Ashwin	popularly knon.n as 'gashshi.r rat' in
Dhenkura. The collector of the sand must observe
stricr. rituals. While collecting be/she has to be
naked and must run from one spot to the other.  At
the time of picking the sand he must; hold his

breach.

hc	?r haaa'uar h.m i p his stock all .hu in;a€: dien ts

On var ind when required he fills iv a. nabiz with all

t 7 e ingredients and seals it with wan. Thn healer manufactures

the medicine either on Saturday or Tuesday morning. He must

do it hefove breakfast. The patient is advised to wear the

- .......\._	.:L.-

-conta need-
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Cls orvaUsi of food taboo forms a part of the treat-

The patient is not allowed to eat; hiLsa and bwai fish,

beef and khashari deal

6.16	']Sea.:ne;t of adhak

nny young girls and ycnng wives were suffering frum

11:k in DhN nkura. Almos t a .l of them had so far availed

of folk treatmeaL . The prinary cause of badhak is believed

^w in 0c vin4vion of ahoc,. ireneritol sex is also cited

Mere are a number of v:nedicf for the ailment. The

endics vary from simple to comp lex types; but do not

deviate from traditional no t pattern of folk healing

Some healers proscribe tablet for badh ... .The tablet

s wads	 :.tii the .fol.! aw.ng substances;

1Nat= guta (caesalpin;L cri.ste)
2. Garlic
3,	Black CJr::Ji seed.
4 . jute seed,snu

and LLL.

is made with the powder. For one patient three tablets are

reuircd. healer uses 3 pieces of nater guta , 1 garlic,

2-3ct.sh C UM N 7 P C H  5 no 6 jms a:ud :31'

4

-c.inttiued-
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c.av of:	r ifleflo L )J.	 :'he has to t000 0110	0 0 .

for three success .c day	The c-.,. fficacy of the nedlc:.ne

is be.Li\o CO de.d partly on the ri,id rituals to he ioJloweci

by t	.	s1 cl	o take ba r..h m-u:ly is. the mo:L-n

T.ore sunrise. After the beL}:l she must: not cheop ..oi cloth

:onrJ.ou.e to hem wet cloth.	hi.Le in this st:a:e she

hone. As she

jif-. o;•:.:...............Ho:	00	..::	01:.	.L0 :OOOJ.L. saliC7 one tILIJ1Ct.

A 	t,:ki.e t:Lo neiJicine the patient must not look at the

sO	c: s: -.u.o):	She SOOULJ enter her room looking straight

at: tho sun	thc: thie. The remsdy imposes food. p roh ibition

for the patient onJ.y foc theca-,; r:iiila she is on the medi-

cine. Beef, cgc hi].sa and gojar fish are prohibited for her

Fe:i.das al.o rent badhaic. But the treatment is corn-

lie..ted. The healer :aas a cup ofcooking oil from the
jO

patios:.	opens UO her di: pes: sary and. brings out the

fol J.. au:h.

:,ILe'u1.L I:: co
risL:ol _D C hL

of bear

ii L) Bone of a bird called
Dhanaj

ie) tJhhcy bit (a very old
benvan Lree)

2 small chV pieces.

She plurhs 1--5 hairs
from ;ne n:oll p:Lcca
of dry skin.

I small Vce

1 small piece.

-continued-
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t)	;se or	e.Lger

re(ic. of	Cfl.C;l

vii	Psrt oi a iii te	LuL ias
J. for	nmtting

u-i cl.e	.TU.cday

x) BreasL of otter

!cm-imtn.. tree

I :

the Ch.eeh.

I small 1tece.

1 srna]J	eco.

]	raI.l pier:e.

1 ma1l piece

II. small pieae

i7adamixc:s all.. the itce- together soaks them into

a cup c-'	i 1 taU.ej Lhem out of the cum--.,,-id makes a tiny

packet In	puper	The healer then	ings out: another LLn.y

packet that contains herbal tablct	The tablet- is made from

rho rootsof mimosa, branch of mai:melos cree, grass and 1e'f

ujube. plant. P.. tahlz is fii.I e  .in 7 t all these inre

(liCflt 5. The p:Ic:n. is tntractcd to keep the t:ahiz under

:-er bed.

rn additIon to the tabiz the he.iier also applies

1caira iiuJ ;h:Thig. Paid, a ::io;.rs the patient: twico. For

O-J1	srie ur	A.s	a hoot 2u	long !:lade:[ .om the brancl:t

	

O .imUni tn oc.	tJllil.c bloo..r.ing	the beale :	, oaks the

fo:Li.cwing man tras

Allah Rasui. , Al lab [oa;ui. , IKarnrup , Y.nmaikha,

uchaira, pahaira Allah Rasul (Allah and Prophet.

:.Tiu I p T	alPra. the 1-or ore, the hi.l	people)

0 L Li
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4
Aiie	;u1 . 1aiek , Tlazrat Nabi1iaheb , let

mis fortune, cncmiy go be.aeat.Ii er feet.

Mcic: E.- z,li.	Sab aped j ek

b.1] H j	,	r.. •h':@n. peyer Lal)

in bet.een the LwO 1J1OuLL	the balda	is ts on

t eing a . i.ci.	She. does	co:. H :1	he l.. atmen I: the second

.ii.	is:r3id	:iisfactory suiri.

1 a Lhiid	ct o ties testmcot l.a prescription of an

oral Jspe.nslon. The	is instruoted to prepare the

sus.ens:Lori. NseLsojoni. garve fa'-!and banana arc mixed together

take orally coce a. cLay for three da1'.:

pat :Lce Lander tre. taont Is prohib-ited from drinking

..•.•-..-....,

Kosher be:am a one of the ccsuncaest ailments a.ong

-oa 1)hkura. The s inp:Lcs r treatment pre scribes

.	 i:H t ran uien s though very simple10

H	.tre.iS.	The. ca1c.	istruc.:a and supervises

	

• he ;rea a HE pre.arat	 he sion, J. .le. t:he n, i.eci: .aci h:s to

..ake active participatLico . Pancha muc.hi oba. phool (joLa. is

a sH aCes ci re i. china rose) is diluted in the m.LLk. Pancha

eu:i lcba means here very big one. The diluted joha gi\iss

•0 01.....mixtu.:e. The patient is aaked io smear the chula

tbe mudovCn) with wst clay. After smearing, the patient:

-continud-
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a barh :iu. the per	Ccmin from the. poicl

Ic Lh t he pa L:Le i Ltj iste DO]. I the ntxture he ;•e 1.1 0::. t h

c.uia ;hiclL has ;;fl	 .•:	solf.	She has to cool':

Ia fieJ. cl a;r.:'.	'ie mac	be:. r' Jce'r weLt 1.oth aft:ei: the

.t: wDlfe C.oOk7D	chc: mxture. When the mix:,ico is praper.Ly

boilad, Liie natie'ntl L a .3KecI t. a Lake it off trolT! the chala

lies fjructe:.i Lu d'Thlc the su.scn sian after en no-or.

." drini': is prepered on a very simple formula of

It. Ia g:ven by a chain L.	he takes a glass of

wa':cr. Tee water'is he poured into the glass from a tube

W(_ U :i.n three s arches ci iha pump . She has to hold her breath

while peering Lbo rjatce, iIie I 'eilcic puffs the wster in the

I	early reornthg in emit:Ly stocia	by sa' ag tha foilowin.g words

1 A.ah cia hare 1cheeJ chchati dhcrc, kof Lakir,

'':1 dhotu, rahi a diate, palaa uta	wj a jha;:, cu:riata

dhatu, aiuina dhtu, puruirla dha:u -. shah dhata ilaira kaclam

hey. Duha.i .Lge P J Iutebcr . Iakke Lai.Laha lIla .Llah

Isham:rcwlur Rasulu.L I . '' (A].Iah exterds His mercy, :Thciamma.

,su gwoe shelter , how i.nany Iekii a how much diache ege

cl:Lsc1aare watery d:Lscha: ge pussy d:Lscharg , whi Lu

ruLcg	.scl:arge	all d:Lscharge	11 bl.ou; I

blow these to vanish, for the sake of Pir Kutub. There is

as god be': Allah and yohan'nia.d is his prophet. )

I.: .:'.	' edvise ri to drink t:he pani - paure we the earl

cant inued-
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J:	);CI L-j.)\!e,

-he pc tient have to cb ervo I. I ..Lcls . Healer, thuo, shere Lhe

cc .;iLt:h the potient in ih. oco.eos	To:b cccc:n9r1

bro:,''	 .:	 rno:e

d.ci. ah:.. t

) 0	TrcatmoL o Nahun.i

--I	
n Nahu:. y the' re:edy is applied on the besis of the

cioo L; cf the cose In ca::.h specific cao.	liE the crossing

of o	b-ho La is foind c bc	 the remedy

soht in cove ng of	1'	L'h.: heoLe after diag-

ao:r:g the cause gI-ves :ho	:ient a 'nall piece of old

cloth o  a piece ot ocy and directs her to. stuLt Lhe. pIECO

wi'h her r:ostrr : i blood and close the ch hole she. bed

H	do'3ing of the sc::i-b..Le her bleeding

I. stcp. J. c	ccedy establi she s a magical reiaL onshi.p

cc t•c ccr:b -hole end the pacage through which hloo

ticc;. .c.	cr thc •:c1 hole is cpen	the passage of the

rat :tLL 'cho ;1' to .	it ema.Lrs open to let rho

therapy is bloino and hfHi.ng	ii.. is believed that If t:he

ai 1 ce'ct I due t:o bco h-itash (evil--wind), the whiffing will

throw out the bot:asn from the vicLirn s body. The Healer

'ecIt:cc the fo].1.o:inc, fornula

i'r ILk1.ikiisn -	cluI. bbc.	P:Lto.k.ehay

•-eon.tn.ued-
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-	 -anger Mash, rIi:.a

ianclan-c:c batash, ur:	WOO, rokI. c;'iA:

:tanio Wash, Nbuina Wish, kuhhhPz	 i:,....i

hie 1i.1lh Viallahu Nwhammader Ra;ulI.u7. lab -

- i:.be t'	yrathe L s , Sita ask where do you go.

l evil v.'aLnd, wind f 7an Oft ride, wind from scorpion, wind

•	•-	-	red san.dalwc -d, growing wind, depart::Lr'g

H H
	

n! -rils	1 bow them, blow Lhem to vanish;

yha= in ar Sod At Allah and Mull.airmad is his prophet )

ecit itha formula, the healer places S stick

raH of Mad	of a LvOP. on the abdumon of the patient

which is chenH	H	 and notates the stick

from side to side. The idea is that the formid a •ua p on Lod

-.' the touch and hit of the stick will force the hau Wash

Lani or sod by Lou batnr h, is also treated by nc'her

magical fort-r.Ls	in combines blowing by the healer and con -

sua-tj,o Q 7
 oral supcnsicn	hrbiraj brings water from h : h

Hjo y HJ:a; (i an. hiatir pani)	SILO also br ings a

bc.ns from a tionrnd a scissor. i'v scissor howorn.:

not work. It is a scissor with special character; it has not

been soarpcned by its possessor since he had bought it from

tha 1)1ar_ksHuI.

1cr now fills up a new ear then veosel with the

in for brought. She throws the thorns into the water.

.con t .L TUC
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	:Ldc LIe :1 :or an cirCt1S n v;? ue circle on the soil with

:hc scissor and ::ac.. t:o' the fulluwing formula directly on

the

jraLiao	t:t.1 jak 1 baJ.a. jak, kharnp

lak, b:ouo jok, bV0 j ha.Lca kariani 1:ths.L. Jn: 1-:.

hc: . a b.1-.	n the iene of	1:ih	Let all misfortone

all wind 1 blow away. Let

hare it lives).

con:, she pours the pitcher full of water an

On	--r	te.1y drenching her.	lch this device the

kabiraj lives o o?rbal preparation as well. The woman in hei

wst cordi ior should dip two nieces of ulLat company plan.: in

water and allow them to remain an water du: the night.

y ra.ct morning the plants will be smashed to release a

of: juice which the woman will take once a day for savoa

While on the medicine the patient will a7cid eating

L:-I.ha, ga,a.c, andI...sIL fish, hoof, kheshari dal and an

Lund	 :tt s:t

iiac-:: is also aplicd to curs naitsni. A

-- un is conceived between the barb and the disease.

The pati.nt will have to collect the root of rakta shanchalon

plant on Saturday n: iuecdcj. ,fluI.e plucking CCC root she

must 1-old her 1-raat:i. The toot is dicii.dcJ into two pieces.

Lne niece is tied to the patient's hair and the other piece

hurg from the front door of the bed room. The patient is
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OL t y :.c	ccc.	Lcequctiy unt 4 I the root

two r Leces of root: .ets wi Liire.d.. the blood

;topc fLo\.ctn.5.

1.7	TTLt c:: Puc i)icLi

Treatreni: is rolated to the cause of dud carkar and

sin'• ;csbly npplie.d or the broats of the iother. If the

itti.ng the breasts ,	'mecly obvious lv

s	cL.	;: v L	ciad. The healer f:LrcL massees the right:

breast <c the mother as she iaftes the following formula

	

Itucuk o	maddhe buguiJedc pare, dugga cihan,

V, car	I I. hoc.a OcIcI.LSO&CLer pore. '	(The bree st is

*ncH or: Ii:e waLwc; what is t:be rcasca	Dcc puff c.n.ci the

¶:'jci 'H	nne. )

- 'or ret ito'. the bee i.or wH. ifs on tthc breact thrice

a then spits La the brco:	aod inn.s s egos the spIt all over the.

breast while	oeet:ta.g thc foomula. She then takos the left

brec;t -aed repeats the :..':.:o .0'.., o	i.e	 to ho

,t:OCJ_O0OtLe iJ,O,	.rr0i-,LUL01CLt01OnO
4 :....DoA si .kcly veriact method is pplied if the healer

is not p'::c:. eiia present hofore the patiect. Two twigs of

brerd cotton pleats era magloall' treated b y the healer

blowing and whiffing the formula en. them. The twigs thus

0)O2OOCi are sent: to the mother-pat lent. The mo thea patient

directed Co message each breast: tcice. a dey with the twigs.

locp they ai:e in use, the. twigs will be kept at a corner

- cc ,.I t :Lnue ci -

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



-228-

:1 the co: Lo;. ci	 v*o..ci tttc nether iives ani

ill be t1rew: :i".Eo wer afLr the cure Is ach.cv.d

Dud	 he caiic.dhy the relcc t.u1 roovemen t of

rio	: a woman u:th a. oh i. id e . t.ho bre a t: a. c o .[lnt ].y

the	':c	a hoc ir; karL:, ht:r	:east is

in feo tad, The remedy t:1:ro lure is to correct: the misdeed

The hea or ;ho diegnos os the. cc use takes the co in her right

and erd osl<s !.hc husband to massage the breasts with his

the hu.sbsn;d has so	sagod. the healer massages

thr breast it--, the hoe chantil:12 a formula durinh both the

r;asages.

6 18	Lra(aLst.n 1: of s, h,- 	e-nanI

This ailmoeci: is riot considered vary serious -. becas'se

birch of t- , e. child teiaLcs the cedema. A chaini is

.:.led only if there are complications. Cheini ,or

acnan.0 L2'	ant with paril to wait for the do livery;

1: 0 .)	 :0 u'.:oi..,	Th.c	 ceivos the ailment in three

a t: :i :	(: )n;rs a	:.. on	;:h.n. the ca t:icnt tooks s I

• •uf; (i	 rau.	:IC. f an perceptible accumulation a

-	 aid	the at:ic:nt: look puffy and feel d. on.Loo t: (i.ii)

0so . aLOu3 at. 'aster the patient do ulct s syn : oss of e1 amp -

The cheini offers treatment at the secondary sage.

ses in the seric-us stage are beyond Linc ss::cro of theca 	hea1c.

ha treatineet giver; b y the chain.i is ps 01 j. 	magical

the rnes. s:es tha. Itciehi: of the pat lent and Urluga a creeper

-continued-
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f the same Jert'	i[!C pot en:	The creeper is quite

Wick and cao..as	 i. white s tringent j uice

c:;an1. rails tie creeper into o coil. The rolled up

cri L per is tbnn 7oMd and ti.c.J in a p Lece of thread which

has we same lCflf.ii as LilO creeper and the pC.olCilt. The

.ie iiw hargs it in the kitchen so that it gets dried sicrly

by the boa t from the flame in the kitchen. As the creeper

h:Iee up so th• wA rr inside the body of the nTient also

ges dry and the womr recovers from the excess fluid.

To applyArg the process the healer has to obser v e strict

ritua ls, She uis: re P cocas any pond, lake or even any

h.e while cirrli:	lie creeuc For the patice.:t .	if the

healer can reach tlooatient only by crossing a. R idge she

anct bring the creeper to the patient. in chat case she

:formrLhe process in her own Louse. The creeper and the

..Le:ed are rolled and tied as usual. But instead of hanging

in the patient ' s household the chaini. hangs it in her own

her

As rerJs the cree p er she must collect it on Saturday

TUCSBOY and per fe rm the for:oul a on the same day. Both the

^awkw of eri.rip and ii rinp ha s Lo he performed in one breath

end facing the west.

6.19

	

	ihh c h ildbirth co.ic1.s_PoncpeLL
FOR aR di.Eficult ci.dhLif:

iLV. fell (19 5 9) found that fear of a difficult labour

is Lhe predc's.Lnating thought that occupies a Burmese woman's

'continl.od-
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-	 ci hcr v:cf,1::ncy.	A large n:c.L ci

complicated processes have LriereuOre been dcvised to r.ieve

the epcel:ant mother.	lmpeiNto (1977) notes that the scci:LCal

p rs mi es surrounding c:1-:i.ld	c:. H. i:.:	i	 govern

such things as the place of ds.HH;c:; 'Ho PnCver i

the role of traditional ei dcivc s , the managemcm of prolonged

Pr C h 7 ayuccea abOii., and the immediate post-partum care ot

[hO infant and the mother.

in Dini_uea treatment of child 5irth, r i pl caLons

is tKo excinaive domain of the chairii	Mini is, in fact:,

the gynochoinqi n al specialist in the folk medical system of

Pharitura. Chainis are very confident: of their efficiency and

;'J3C. 7xy naver admit any Rawbacks or failure in their

:Toruancc. They narrata innumerable cases of complications

ot boast ti hon they managod all chose comol.icaci.crlc success-

V. Obviously they cances . all nz2 complications that are

created clue to the	mishandling and lack of knowledge. For

Nuance of vaginal lacerations occuring at child

cit a u nover :' •c:[ce :1 flV tta'fl.	But there are evidence

capplicnWons in Douon'

Mini has in her snack a abeu o ci.n:tivos for the

child birth camp 1.: at.	and uses them very frequenLl. As

soon as a chnL:i iscalled to attand a woman in labour, she

orders that every article like pots, COLL:I ifl:H5 , SUI tcascs

are to be kept open. She spreads ousa tin Lair o f the

-cont:inaed-
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•	AL]. these- steps re i:aken. so that birth o. the h.:by

--	:

(Thini also (l-1e:	,	he tieS UOfl LflO lOLt

± igh ef tic	 a piece of korea 1 of the irango	If the

Iia1 (stone) of a r:Lpe mango i S ciiron on soft ,round a

nL.:lgc p1 an	 rcats ou of the kernel after 50150 days

ni pt 1 Lcs the mango ulant ifl which the e.nel is sti T1

- in one breath facing the east.

H	 • tread  taken from an old kantha (indi

geacus q1.ilL). The whole :hin is then tied to t . a left

thigh ol the pa i.ient. The Jaa is probably that as mango plant

comes ou from	eoe cool, so abe baby wi]_l come out from the

woab. THL evidently i c :imiteti n magic Chaini does not sty

here. :;h also ap;1is blcwing and whifftng and the pani paura.

encc:ws we o	no ces sary power by re C: it ing the following-

e hso ens, kioham:ed cheha:. i dha re. K o y fahir

key bedna , rakta bedna , C :Lp3. bedn.a , j aluina hodna she L: bedna

1.ebsk bdo; j aira harlem clur. Duhai lage Fir kutuber; hCtkl(e

aila ha hahamme	aeulah.	(Al.lah extends mercy, Mohaunned.

:cHclra sholeor. How many fekLr, how much pain, blood

pain, sl.Lgh.t pain, burning pain, what pain - all pain I blow

a : ay. Fo FL: Kutub l s sake , there is no god hct Allah and
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ccer (stated to he a kiri ef flower hrought:

oc) ic.:	1:eJ t1'rice I.i L:O /CLL.	Th'? p tient has

to tehe the nohOntoil water in three sips

'J, rha.fi.ing tei: o the pat oval TIaCJ*

f	 Cj. The (I )7 stc[1 tS abOUt 4 it-es lone. Choi.ni asks

:h.r ill oil n which she di p s half of the stem. Khon she

ta'	reCltLnp, aformuLa. As she recites, the foroul.a she

sertsha.L.[ the cileci stem into the birth canaL After the

citaish: whi.ffs thrtce 'the region from near the neval to

the over abHecni and takes cu!: the stem. She then dips the

pp	r tal L of	c ck a	L _l	t the

oess with the opho	he) iT	This process is supposed to

rEnIIO'VC allthe ohstr t1oe	d :cake the pascety olecii: for the

'7 t tLiVOI

C'10111-J- also Uses he..ebai.L orep. :at: u	As tr..ngent

';eca of	•:oo	 ceLIrea on a s,-ii : 1 plate and lie j LL1CC

S	 cu the \:

-.j: the chaint 15 Con.vLnceO that the fc.t±s is held up

rca 0ait:ion,hc applies a different process. She asks

elI ti: atteaea:Lnf f.... vale exce.'e h: uuther or the mother-in-

law or any such elderly woman to L:cvo th.e roov. On	 r

departure, cha:Lni takes off her cloths and sits naked on her

In that squatting posi.t:ion naked to the. sin she

calls upon the baby to come. While. :i.npioring the baby, ebaini

SeOS peculiar gesticulations and movements ot hands and head,

but does not: teach the patient.

ecu tinued-
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nc'uta rioval evokes anxiety among t:he wonenin.

elaccnta	.eiiofl

\	___cc	I

mr emed: s for d sal irg si th jt	Sieii .1 ar].y, the 4omen in

T..aramss	.e	.a	c;re c1 t no p.LseeJ. ea oecs use ttey nave

leanet 1y o porience tis L comp ilcaijions wich the placenta T11,117

All eifcrts a.:e therefore, made for the safe removal

•nt.	Svs.rsl

	

III(- ch. 	are

sr.a ia Jsn d	arsi w sh ths heir of the

w;:an who nst delivered, the child. The hair is pushed into

1-to:: mouth to moi:e her v.:viit	This is bo]J.cved to work wonder

in the In cnse rct:enticn

If this simple t"eatment does not work, a ioe is brought

Ii:orn the field and chefril takes it immediatel y to the nT ient.

	

en t:heesieeL' s	dcneo and makes a foaai.. ci

en Jbcward rcovemc.r.t. This is a favourit:e process with the

chainis	 nH. s :a	.urJ	ismied.s:ely after

tisd.sc:: [:.	'	(:.StS F J: L (5	It is husi.e.d so t:hat

It may nt p0] lure an yone it is buried at a distance to avoid

t

	

a.	::	Hcl	[;:	in

tlis shatighar for 40 da y s	ta From i 1	othc :ss.	D.iring

this noriod, enies are taken for the safety of the child

a'. mother. Boch mother and child	i:ear teish su	abstnce

t ir neck for 40 days. A piece of garlic, a seed of

'cont:inued-

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



-234-

;••,•;	•:	.L.1	::	.1:.::.	an.	-.::t	:e	.re	i	:a

c-3 . enn o c2oL.	ms tiny	CC_i.- tied up uiLh a. bla.ck

e d.	i-'o	:11 ;	ut:s a e iede arid given Lo t:he mo they

and t:he	Pd. o -au-u:. It:	balieved that garlic suckn out

iid f:•-cn	buoy of he mother p ui:km aced r re\Tefl.L.S

indiges for; and. theruby urovcnts shurka and shea leather

yes away eviL wind sad chat. Fire :i.s he-pt burning in the

ghar for scuu n.Lg:its La drivo away bhut and bau ha Lash.

.a	'Ir'-:;'aCLnt 0

It $s almcec ijrjfvrsr'1 that in traditional, societies

the faiJurs of a. ccuo:l.e to beget a. child is ascribed to a

defect in the ad.	:ippcted fin acre. established by

lmeaa (1977; and Sigeris (19 ) . An Africnn Zulu usually

ce'i.	the situa:ica in Lao folloadng manner.	he woman

aives, taces in. the seed which grows to be a bab y - just

i!fhe the seed of the maize which because of the warmth of the

aofi. which is fertile, germinates and takes root:. The child

he-aug to the man because it is he who has sown. The. woman

:aes cdl, as auu 'plant the maize in the soil, it germinates.

Ha	H not H'ct:iie the nnji:ce sad does net take root."

ii:na people H -au:: in	- '. : v'	L	 P: 1 aug as a Titan

is able to p a rform the sexual act, he cannot ho considered

	

Ic. If there is no issue, it is the woman	is infer-

'I

- ­.es of childlessness in Dh,ankura were therefore

ttrIbutcd to wives. Efforts to correct infertility

-continued-
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cc t.	tc:o jctec to7a Th. thc wife	These effort:s vary

ram hc:Eat r U., earatLca to

rrt d	sisnec :310fl ndo o coc:	ci	•on ltrit cid. miLk,

aul KIT.:i with the milk of a black cow ' This

or o:i consumnu- A idciy pract:i	fomu1a is

tar- 1 nra	nci:an.teI bet]. lea 'E)	The 1ealcr takes a full

:'cites iacantcition.s on it 	The sterile

H	i::s o.an aJong iih be c:ai nut and catechu.

in	''.' c:ocs cause cf ban  a  cI:tsncted as sorcery.

in Hs: ae hcah:i treaLmrt is not effecti::	'Hie usual

'	H,, ::H-i:aiIa. md blo. og and	hl1. the

O r i'H:Led simi.Jtanecualy. The healer

ay give a tabiz to he warn, may cnmt water to oe drunk and

may also bltii and whiff the Dat ic'nt . Of coucse , the an!:i.

"xmcrv :an ,.z is i.iost effecti:ze:

It will no"- be out of place to note here thaL

in	-uc:a :hero i,s not	IL tinct category of hecilerc

in anti sorcery tnerap. All catc.gories of boa

yn nes.	n Africa wha:cc so 'coery is very aucn

aerito (l77) has seen thit while one particular

Iu'-' ecs call 'c:i ny	ouin are enherts at sorcery-

shooting, a number of cthe'r practitioners also oro\ii'Je patients

uiia anti-sorcery amulets. .Lmperato 1 1977" 	reportec that

Afri ::an scii':t :i.cs have elaborately 0 :;ecl amILlo a as th.o LiOci cc

:o protsct stair's i: sorcery.	U	t:L'ua; apears to

- continued-

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



-236-

'or'c'ry device in te IndigenouS

Oj j ic:s

dit]. AL and his secc:id	fo a l.t were

•chd tabi:. Chard Fakir 3150 ga'e tahiz a; a rcuredy

aC.aiust	ery. . cetfmas very strange obj cots arc iuerted

i ..	.	he :s ins t:ruc.d to take the tablet

o cc-n tra:ina. The com p lete dose we.: seven tablet.

one each day. Pe had to t:e Ic early in the morning stand-

ing, in a pan dipped upta hips . Sha was given a tebiz that

ccntaL:d a :.ider taken .IroIII the pat:ient: s cooking pot. The

paL'ant was asked to cook a hancifuil of rice in a pot in the

ag. Afr her dienci: with the rice the pot was kept

a .:.:.aor up I: doai nwashecl. After a few days

1 r a web inside t±:.e pot. This spider was t:aken by

o renaae tLa: cabiz.

however, w:dry othe.:: anti--sorcery devices.

atali	 aea :runcr at Lhe age of 13. She has been

a taLL a.rJ s tout body. She lived in

joat household with bar brother-in-lows. SjicC her marriage

die not conceive for five years. The trc.atrlent of katabi

was undertaken by a baida. As is usual. with hoalers the

:::.i n a took a detailed, histor y of the fanlily , t:;e household

: COflOifl and the. kin :ce i.ationship. .Pos sos sed wi. th a deqiate

-continued-
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the cmisc	sorcery b y ;i close

re!.ati.on- f mm eh kin c',rop.	The s rc.erer had Ens L.1lc-d. a

atmm. p ei:on into the ;•;or:n to make the nm.ari inf el, ail e and

t:h	oio'r muse be exorac ted on: of die patrctic to restore her

Ihe : LW: u .ricsLed t:bat she nculd exlJ.rac.t this

po:.son with ten heLp of a onake	She took out a. snake from

no tdm aca y the po:Lscn from the women.

a	insLr.yiC teS snake about the lob in. a I.yricsii.

formula aa if she ens sineing to the snake. The snake. moved

towards man and sudden	1 icked her fo rahea.d a;acl re Lurned

to the haida. J3aida caressed and fondled the snake by rubbing

L. 3 'seed '	around and. the ground became black. Thus the

black poison	axtra ted I rom tne women and. thrown i.nto

Bveryhody premnt saw the b'sck poison vomited by the

l:ars has to do TA-lLh bhet. .	It	ffhas df €.ern t: types,

iH{ fc.cnt p hs	ni; 1 i.fferent: in tee s5. Lies - depending on the

atuon ca the attoor	a strong runt gets possession or the

,aui.aat the disease takes the worst form. But if the bhut

can aol: enter the woman 1- 	merely starea at her (drisheanta

i.e. , e'it eye) , the d.Lseasc reveals relatively milior smptotiis.

;a uurent:a is caused by bhut , the remedy obv:Lcs: , 1' cans i.. L. S

of control arid exuelntsnof the bhut: .	rma roost. to i: a

rfortisnate Raten who was possessed by the hhut of the bastard

::if Gad. nd Duda-n.

Ir

- Co U in .10(1
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1 ed to diapnose the case asked

1J.c-iang p	ara ticn. A woman	Ie5r01 with ict clay

the fi ocr of the Teem in wh oh Rat:an lived	A cane mat: we

apacc1 at the m.Lddic of the room and a few incense were Li.litcd.

The fhii huh cv (ehLuL ion) ui..h sorinklod water arund Lila

flccr	lie then sat on the mat and hc0aii chanting incantations

n	 re:e.	the words of the formula ore as

t;tu1:un hatuban , j chicken j abekun

imchce	aoha.::i als hohun alshahan rnahalan mahalan. tahalan

tahalan, i, hn].e kehalan, salJan sakian, nakiari nekian, kahtke

iat ]claina.i T"na Pa'-id Aiah-e Salem.	Most of the words are

r.t	ninfu1.	There was harhiy a •e.y complete sentence in the

±cioinln. OH '' e;ama that has any meaning is oleLiari. To

o	onH o, ho].afman is regarded as a great controller

coe t±aT bcgs. It is beliced that he had

1•'arntru power C!. commencing j inns WOO 'rcUe:Ter h

tutelage.	hile T, iting the ±ormula, the healor cane: Oieou:i.y

mohded his he ad aec noved his body in rhythmic scyic.

was in s trance. in the Cofl(i.LL!0fl of Loance he	oatcC

Qho are ouV Reply came through the voice of Ratan, '1

the bamboo grove, Dudani is my fat:iier and CeciL my

They :Lt flO	 I i.nvc the	hut I h_ve been

annoyed with Ratan - because of her neglectful behaviour."

TIh hh't was speaking through Ratan who was under its possession.

Fakir then comnn.nded it. to leave the woman but the ghost refused.

t its rcfesal the healer became an gry and threatened it,

puL Jec tue w':ewoi b y the ha ir afl':Tt rOUght a f aDJ_i-i c.nnh_.Le to

rue face or taLe. women to burn the ghost	The ghost coulc not
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end cried out	TJ am leaving, lca'ing

hot I 'oi 1.11 ene. again.	I will. cie.t_ s p are her.'	Fkir then

ens oi_r:d 'Is thera anything you. want V	the ghost: replied

I on vary hungr' . 1. •;'ot: one dozen o.[ hanana, a jug full of

ond :vient'	Lnal:L1 (indigeoous toffee) every Frida.y

n.iJ- t	The hoa:J.er nese aecci ni tie tha bhut and finally

at tIed on in.i king ott.ei :egs oLu a month.	in was agreed

=uat iat:an a in-laws would furnish the offerings.	a1:ned

lence that: i.f offering was not given renularly, siooe

calamity would he fall on them. So saying the angry ghost

aft Re tan ar.d.annce Lnen never cane back.

sna who hocore2 o senseless very freq.ent.1.v was alao

h all 1r :epara:iot1s - smcori:ig the floor,

epreeding a u	on the floor, burning candle and incense and

od :', '•ee	, no fakir took her seat on the mat and asked

1. 2.5 (one ta'us and tw.nty fJ.ve pai.sa) . floney obtained

b in	Hoed. (Tajbi is a string of beads

ca:o:ns 100 Deads.	Inc holder

counts bT the. beadsthe ncmiher of tine he has, recited a verse

c-v the name of Allah)	Jith the tahi in her right 'hand the

faI.ir ste.rtd s: ng:.n2. -..;hstj appec.red to No murshidi song ( i

kind of religious song) while all the time counLing on i:he

Once sne had counted hunored, she inquire a about the

where about of the bhut. 1-lasna opened her mouth and answered.

It was -	fact the bhut that was	.lk i ng. it said that it

-con t lane ci-
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v•ed ncar eio grava.	One day it was taking o 5tr:L.'.l.. wheja

.osoa had t he ::c:.ceoe to walk elc.no by the grec'e' cd

:o that hcr bhadaw fell on the bhut. This had anrc:re:l the

bhut	At be bebcst of the fakir the bbut agreed to leave

if it was prescmW with o pair of shoes	A pair was brought

bosna took it and hold it near her bosom.

She snill .'	this the healer threateved the hUnt

chat he would give it ruthless beating if it did not leave

tasna, Suddenly, righa that ir:men.t Hasna ran to the backyard

of the house and come back again., holding ebe shoe nea.

her bosom. She rapeac ad running to the backyard and roving

back for sometime. After a few rounds she Eel.], down and

bacamc quiet. From then on she was alright.

Rahima had an attack with reticent type of upranta and

M not leave her bed inspit:c of the repeated calif rem the

tustand and the mother-in-law. Normally Rahima used to got

up very early and begin dorLe3tic chores. She had to carry

eator LCCfS outside the compound several times in a day. At

hc7 silence,, t be cfere everyone felt concerned. The inmates

the ccrip';;:.H C JicJ a feel..... kabiraj who was not alone.

.1
	

canc ci h [our other women	.be euro her di. sip ]..o: . The

	

O Z y n 5 2 L in 	c,rc].c ceee1..t M see on which tW.a

patien t mrs lying, and started singing murshidi. Listening to

the nus it , the biwt that was iflStdO Rahima , cot so excited

chw t tOa patient got up to sit on the bed. The group stopped

singing and at once the woman again fell down-supine on the

ted and looked very enbauso.J,	ihe healer group again continued

-continued-
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wingingLug to n vnke the woman and thereby the bhut. While the

rtu3 ecited once more, the kabi.rai asked it to leave the

oiaan . But the ouL rn tus ed to go wi thou t sucking her blood

which meant teaL it would on ].y leave the woman on her death.

At tli La' the hoe] cr got: angry and applied very crude t echn i.quv.

She tortured the Out by nuLl lug the pat lent by her hairs and

warned. rhoruicr': severe beating was In store IL it did not

coopc.race	The kabi ral iris 1st ad on its identity which bhut

refused t	da ic ose.	it replied,	.1 forgot my father's name.

But the healer was very strong. Finding her more powerful.

t han itself, the i-hat finally succumbed and identified

itself as hen kureni and disclosed that Rahima had annoyed

it by going to the canal for water at right noon in bare head.

it agreed to go sway on condition that it would come hack

,gain if Rabirun repeated her neglec t:ird behaviour.	It also

..;arned that Rah'Lma 3nouicl not be visible by the side of the

canal at odd hours and frequently. Kabiraj at this cleared.

the passage se that hhut could depart. Rahima got up and

H' -	a'jec.H; R. 	be bar .	It was surprising

CSP q, On UV --	'	could not span up was

running	In tear as Lhe hunjor cisc ].ased , I t was not tb

patient hut UP WL the t Nos rise' i,a. Suddenly Ealtima fell

down with a loud, scream. Simultaneously, the kahiraj felt a

sadden blase that passed away. The kabiraj felt L'Cl levaci that

the bhut had Finally left, FLhinn was taken to her room. The

heal en imposed rigid prol'i I hi r: ion on her.	For three weel< s he

cOfltliU.icd
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H ri_co once a div 0a1fi	conale_r:e

a iLonce during the period of cooking. She would avoid &I

pollution and abstrvn from going outside the compound fu -

water a: odd hours and too often,

atetart omatiatod wlEhCilIL visible signs of ifiness

The fenri a healer that visited her, asked for banana, milk

or pieces o coins - thac make one waka twenty

- 0	 With all these presents she sat on the taut. She

Kor y jorac np7irklen water all around. She then

y ard in r y HflH, and asked for the identity of

the ghost that got on 1'a Lema. The ghost spoke through the

healer herself ond said it lived in the deserted Hindu ban

and caught Mena when she was there That there was

conversation between the healer and the bhua could be easily

y ndarstood by the difference in the voicc: and the tone. When

'the healer asked question, she was talking in her normal

voice, thu when the bhut ralked n was all nasal and brokrn

rounds. Scaler ordered L Na hhut to give Un staring at tier,

but the Dhut did noL agree. The healer got up in a pa Cu I_ar taOVC-

H and burnt a chilli WO:LCh produced a very strong stuffy

Healer threatened NO arre severe punishment i It

did not cave the comp any of the patient. The bhut acquised

in an one condie [on- tJaac 1'atetra would leave that bari. At

the advice of the healer, the patient was sent to the parent's

d Kc iH]Cky recovered.

-continued..
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di f rent uei:hod of exo .LsLn.g is used by

Ticrnan. \1O5 Lre Li tO ci b y a moulono. who inforired that.

no rLcv'	ed trnce rd scence.	iO Eitlt :be ri oht handa 

on tbe :h:re head ci t:he an tICOL. and re cited. verses from the

JKe:en nn	if[cd bee. Pc thea tu.k	pot of cil and recited

Sura Ekhia s "'a	 ran.) fort y one times and

I f 1- 	t.h a oi 1	T he rnnilare then mae sa:: d L	n.	en	eve-

i.jds ef the pLiLi.Cnt.	On per1oriance of 

be ca.Llec upon the sp.L: it :o come out and talk to h im	The

spirit roe. onded and began La J.kng Lhrough Roush an, After

some negotiation , the mouJ ena a]. timate .v succeeded in cx-

pelJ..ui :: the spirit.

6. .2	'featt'ent of PaiIJn:

Nail la is a condition in whil P an woman i.s considered

1	 to Lie sick without aLly phys i.cai discoheort - The ma in syript om

is that several children of the rc;rai died before the end of

• T e. ailment s usually diagnosed to be caused

a	bhut or starin.g by bhut (drishtanta) , or

sorce:tTy ace . .a Leon	.	. . LO in. noun depends o 11 the

it	a.. ieee

tab.he.	ITcalor [;inc .he .....	.o bundle of restrictions on the

patient about food , d.iTeSS]..IiL; mO\TefllCLl L ann] behaviour wh i.

Cte cal 1.od kantha bandha.	The pat ito t :e.ue L avoid

:11 hinds of o1 .Lut],,on	She will wear tabiz for a period of

- cent in i.Led-
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€.i.gn.1n. mcnL1 s	Dn.Lin Lh is pe!od of e]gh cen mc oths :OC

	

L: cr m:y ohcr'	L : ;i, should cot use other T s

,:hn Id 'o	caL :ki ?rnf c thcr	e	Even :•h	i. rio:

a.Lowed Lo attend any social invi.Lation that {ncludes rrc'al.s

'i'L j:atiir L 'LS not cake baLk at; such a point of t.La2 pond or

LEo rlvai where	Iimmi	is possible.

A dii ;uI :..nt rc:uedy is prescribed if maifla is diag-

nosod as die a staring of bEnt. Zohura 1 o L two issues on

csLHst of bEnt. The kahira	au steps to protee t the

uatient f.s.m t	evil eve of the bhut. L.c.isolated Z a h u r a

rc.; cii. cLHn: IeIaEicns except her husband and guarded her

1 1	 lie tøok a Le and drew rnsrke around the

rcua' in winch Z.ah'cra J.ived. Tic than. took a pot of water and

to L:-:,  walking along the hoe marks. iTh tIc walking ho chanted

a formula, and threw water all around. Thus the room was

.tsolateci and scalco. Kal iraj took up his residence in the

I:ed :cocss. Uhile the couple slept on one bed, ha slept in a

LI: I)cci nec 1 .	this the healer did for one month and

c.t01J. s, .Lie icoiitn nobcdy except Lile husband and the healer were

	

s . en ton the room.	 I

2 :ontb	the 1 )11I'eI Jet t the lic.use.	A few

weeks later Zahura annour 'ed her pregnancy. But during fourth

a.anti. of her i;;regnancy she had bleeding and pain . Kabiroj was

imme dtat:.elv ca i led hack, lIe app Li od b lowing and whiffing

Zahura was covered by store rigid res Loict ions. She was not

- con t in us d -
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o cc or: at the	perid, nor d'r:ink or eat water or fouci

O\ed heiayone	She observed the restrictions until the

baby was 6e1.ive'ec7. This time Zah.ura delivered a son.. The

ace jrvivcd..

Folk .diein'a in Dhneku.. a , thea , provides treatment

Jar :1.1 major brams from which :ne women suffer. There are,

-	H. :	itegories of heaLers and the types of

healei to healer. The same berm, may be

-eated etffr antic kv differect heiilcrs. Bet in "mite of

cia: diversity, there is a basic unit y - all healers first

ifantifv the cause of t:te be :;e	d. a:;lv the apprc:-L

ciLcine to remove the cause. The ica:n::Lfieation of ha

and its removal is one of the basic tenets of folk medical

setem ia Dhst:kura. The issue that rises is how far the

T5 tern is cpr-b. of successfully Lr:atin.g the diseases.

Ha the therapy Effective? Does it cure the diseases and

C 	pace hea.i th of the community?

5. 2	Ett.cac7 of the folk medicine.

Rivers (1924) pointed out that the rernedLes applied

he the healers in traditional medicine follow logically front

the C.1n;ea idcn:..eficd he bein.	If the cause a detected by

the traditional. healer is accepted, re::eciy ne prescribes is

the only rational choica of tresti a:1!.	Ia Dhnkura we find

support for the Rivers proposition. 14hen called UOfl to

treat upranta. the healer in Phankura will invariably diagnose

continued-
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ho OC : ? as tJ•. act cf a blint	Tic wi].l according -l y recom

nend expulsion of the hhut as the remedy	If l ip ran La is

ca:-ad b t;huU tL.a :cema dy s.es Lcd is most s.pproiaLc.

a tho boo	anprrica sorcery	tho caie, he only

lcl ;ca,. i-	hrm tO rIO is to affe an anti--sorcery

tabiz. \-Tha oho heoIo fiads that hau hatash has bit making

'-•	or	lu ;i:-.y tho hc	urrd.

factors.	iel maladies are se.Ldi n token into consideration.

Thea a healer visits tho pc iort, the patieni: and his group

exp ect to !earn from him thc ttie disease is caused

by	-a:. o al fE rtcrs	Arcs sos s Lon by hhut., an act of

sc:..crrc::, co	 hau •aash appeals to then more than

a:vtbc: elso	u 1) t: 	r arid his ,Rcour as well as the healer

a oeibo:o- L.;:: supernccuoai forces must he net with

opernatural powet, sorcery must be countered b y anti-sorcery

casarca and bau L:.	:-	blown awo by force of

a s:	ocr pcwer	or r: cioo L' dai wi tie trece external [orces,

h:i i1.jc c must be slid e to lo y oke more p owerful forces to

is ai.c	hoc ih:kb: cli ma that he is in communion with

icrtiio.l foroos wbJchi ore s tron r than the hhut , sorcerer or

bau batash. The aciraj UlSCiiS supernatural pLier of healing

into hit ho rhal preparation by mean Lation or claims that the

herbal preparation, is miraculous 17 re'ea1eiJ to him	The

Lreat:meflt by Lh.e healor iia.s therefore an appeal t.o the

peole and is widely accept:ed.

-- continued-
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c. Lii: bcl .eLs of the )eop]..e	the

CJnO t.	 : dtsi st.d s s

or	OtC(	ThO heale.. duos -,.I (D r,	tir we.ar,

a lL . .. hni	i1e -if e s sot: 7 :hin more	En has bei:oa]. prira L tori

h	.otroduces m.ch nrc c'aj ec ts J.t-:..e. nose of a tOr, meat Cii

an unborn baby doer nd part; of fictitious animals calLed

nn anu:Lh	Some cf the aciohat.cs of the fal:ir in ELan-c-

r	.cii.uit.	TLe Cir:naaatJ..on that

OOt bned on our logic. The

t.ea.Lcr, -r L. 	imposes on cne patient resLntciois end

p at terns which do not seem to have any connection

wich the neaL therapy that he dispcsae. . Why a herbal

p.tio should be Laker in wet cloth while half the body

is dipped i:i wato..n could not he C ntis fa.ctorily explained by the

.sarcony taL 4 z should be worn at a. grave

-	.:	.	... .......	.ar time?	Lay the tabiz should he kept

.	. n. H	tL	 ? If tn T3t nia] s that go

tab La '. ......:.:o :r,nntnna]. pa'in.: ci counteracting

the sorcery,	•1 these rituals connected with t:he use are

LL.ane timehealer whii:f:s without the kelp of any

umcat: . At otac:r Limos he uses a stern or a br chan	of a

or .nr:n a na.Hn. na..	''	1	 a formula	ich is

supposed to act as tho ha].ing Power, use of instrument of

any particu].ar variety is Iir2afl.Lflgiens. The incantations

themselves are largely rneoningicss . They hardly convey any

.dea or sense woich may evoke su p ernotw:a.l power. TiLe words

-. continued-
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ccd aro not r;; yaoIinar'	The constri.iction of
1	 1	 J1	 or de;

ieie ar :Ln onS:i. en.J.eS	i.c t: samo breath the chantiogs

r ei to Fl ndu gods	d aocid.e s S , such as Ram, Laxoi.an end Si ta

and Islamic heii Esin Allah, the 1 1 rophet Muhammad and saints

i Ike. Sulaiman, Verbal fonnu1.s arc. thus a. medley of

ncohnL diaj ointod aibiguous and superficial ch'otterInga

ow run- chatt.oi:ings can infuse hc:.Ln, power is a mystery.

and	oLher :i. tiiala cornecced with coiieci:i.on. , pre

paticn a:.	 t:raLion of folk medicine could not: be

sa:i s.s.ctorilv cxplaioo rl.by the healers	In m y cases

these -icual..s p.Lay so clomlnan: part and chcj are so

cated that the logical connection, .Lf an y , between the real.

therapy and c:e cause of the disease is difficult., If not

LO	.C.C.JjJfl....

:alariaticn f,:ir thasariLuas. and 1:ha.:apharneiia

is tiat they un .Lre confideace n the patient as to the

of the treatme t, The perule in Dhanku.ia seem

to	Ii ra t tint iare c.'mplic-ated the ri.LuaJ.s and the more dif-

-	 cr1	is to -'li.aLt. the in:rod:F..erts that go litto the medi-

.Pc ;cs, tar [s Lhe o	o [ the treatment. A healer

who is more adept in acrobatics raises greater trui.t. The

isaulers must, therefc....a, Indulge [a aai act:iuns and oar-

formance in urder to satisfy the patients. Like practitioners

- . 2 all medical systems, allopathc s ystem included, it is abe

El

- COfl t Lrt.IJCd
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im of in L:haatcura boiler to give satisfaction to the ..nn-

sners. Unilcss he can satisfy the consumers, he is not in

The Dha .J:.::.i:a Maier is ready to sacitfice logic to

satisfy his clients and his clients are generally satisfied.

The people of Phaskura, jr general, accept the folk medical

'.-cstm as a workable device to deal with the problems of

Lsense. Tha women of Dhankura re p orted to the researcher

ti-1ot: may di: pot ral:hnf from the folk healer. Since the

troatment of the folk healer is based on Ma patient's

of ::hc canse 'and, on.: ::.dca abow healing, the pa t ient 13

willing to L:&].iCVC that he is receiving the correct treatment.

Folk madiciac therefore exerts a favourable psychological

-1	1-•	i-	:c-ii- -.

be effective. UpranLa is such a disease. In most cases of

ho ste p s takan by the healer produce salutary

eL: cc, in a. number oL instances, uaran.a is not a patho--

nil disease, but merely emocional or psychological mel-

The local healer conversant w.i :11 the local

cc-ad.. Llc:ns is Oro1sn!; th: il-sc PAPnfi a' oer1 with those

situations. Similarly, ma Li Pa ..:nrir-.:- La called a pathological

malady. A woman who lost some children before treatment may

c-tn live births and survivals after the treatment. This will

-e an instance of were coincidence. As regards banja , alt

-continued-
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socrile may not to n:JTgea. iLl Ly or peinanen.L..y sL:iie.

4eclicai.. :cieL!ce knows of women who bo e child a couple of years

afer marriage. Such acepioral cases do prove the success

of :Folk medicine	The rercercher at tended a few difficult

child birth cases.	n:tiuLcf foreign body by the chaini

in a	ma .hed , but di. a. :e S the birth canel and %wIp q in

dalivery. haank.ura women are pa i.n.aking. They are

.:o endure extreme pain, and suffering. An urban woman may

acne a caclet when she has periodic pain. But the Phankura

women depend on the natural healing and withstand the pain.

The; are therefore well-fitted to bear with prolonged labour.

The nifferent devices of the choini and the attending relations

Drovide aPe woman enough courage and sramina to undergo the

on :JOL. sunzassfolly. Although the credit { , On to the chaini,
ecri.rorament: in which the wcaasi.l Lives plays the major role

affecting L:he delivery after: prolonged labour. The

re aarchc r had rho fcolinn that Ow urban woman pass through

such ordall du in : .:Jolivery. . They receive medical aid to end

h. .........,o.':It	(	o Pa	red	bout Al i. can macil clue is

:.nl icab.le to folk medic ineinc of ijhan.kura, "Traditional

practitioners to be successful in meeting the expectations

of occieuy must provide both an arc.nccr and an antidote to why

a paten, is 11].. They are eminently n.iccessfui at the former

because their training and enserrerice equ ip them to provide

a ready answer. And t:[iey rarely fall at the latter because

-continued-
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 ].flimi ted, with oredit for cw:e being

:o t1e iel.er	(iige 2t)

l.'oLk mci3 i	i..	'in: however an unbroken s cc.ss	t. ory

in Dhfto	 iii lure a	1The rca caa eher did not

come ec:os a as: L:Lt.ar y patient of badhok or shut Lice who has

been cured. These arc two very cronic ailments wbJch afflict

cc unfortundte V:Lliage women. A woman atacked by kosher4.

cram also becomes a cronic patient. Most of the bana women

;r:ed to :cc :horap..

caL	hi I- 1(:c3	 a coL.

mJ.pirg her she usu.cI. ly changes the healer. Mar-  women has

tried all. type: of heei.ers - kahircj , fa.kir, cha:Lni, baida

and the moui.eua, Smrc use d..i.ffereet typos of edicic[nc

ceo.s1y.	te wear Lckiz ? take herha 1 preparation,

J2 V-	end aic bloc\n and hiffed. But nothing

corks

such failures do not discredit the s y stem as a whole.

0 o mecicel syst::em however , s a Leo ::LLLc La Loll-proof

.epcthic svs tern has its Lci.. crc reccrda	The Dhankure
IL	

2 cn know of the woman :ho was declared. dead, but delivered

in the morgue ; the child	was born in a hcSp tTa L ho L is in

bad. health Ever srnce; and the no fortunate woman whose Uterus

Lcn'c lv A. opathic cedicine. Du r ing the period of the

a r.uober of delivery cases were treesferred to the

dosi tel	Some of the pa t.Lents d.Led	Dhankura women

- continued-
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•	-	:	•.	 cc. I:CtS of the allopathic system.

Succoss of the folk system is i'e:icnbercd and quoted. Peafers

thainieIviora OPLOSOd to the allcpatLlc system. Whenever the

oppor :ui1 . y cofiie; My oeprec..3 a r:ae alien system and	still

fc•a-r about :ii.e unkro ri :ad:.cire....a. t* a minds of the wo.osn.

To the woman of Dhankura , Mrs is at present no bett er

alnarrnivE LO talk T(1_CLflC.

Lij
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.(:1 KION

survival of the folk medicine in Bangladesh. We selected a

il1-e' r en.. cn€nu,et:ed an the diseases connected with the

n:n..i t:.(1r tern einc orcoos	We discussed the conceptions

villagers as to what constitute a disease, their re-

etiec no the disease and their aLi:.i_tudc towards the

:chr Lquos of dealing with the disease. We found that the

villagers ' krowi.c.dc [.1.icf and attitude regarding disease

diagnosis and Lredceulcut are essential components of the

matrix of their cieltura . The folk medicine is a. cultural

heritage of the village T)iankura.

In Dhaukure, disease is a cultural concept and is

:c:.2cgnised when a woman is unable to discharge satisfactorily

• •t culturally assigned role. Once a disease is thus cognised,

ee patient's group wants to know why the disease has occurred.

Tha cause that appeals to them is either the intervention of

a supernatural factor or the machination of a sorcerer.

I ninyal n-n.i.ses find ver y little favour.

Idese beliefs of the people about disease causation are

aJ.C:YUOLee in L'a cultuni. nnsL€v.	Atfl.k b y a bh.0

punishment For e:.gl..cct: Id	vioi.ir. . The P'umkur-a culture has

figured a definite imae of e,.anan and all women are required

in n0nre totH.). Angn	H	u.'	r( 	 :
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-	 Ps si	i	Inc	1 y

che not only nours tb r d ilc , sure o the societ y , shci C-11-so

oririoys I. hi bh'jt: cHo v:Ls i ts disease on her cs a chastisement.

dhut is tLcr Foro a guardian of tho social. morality and the

ccc ic an cffectjsie means of social control

Ireach of tahoe' arid p011ut.LOfl as causes of diseac. r ore

Iso socially si	Iii	t:.	Jsbcn re] toS mai,nly Lopregnancy,

child birth and th: ic.inur:s oyw	PoLl um. ion reistes to

mens trwi t ion and child bir Lb. D I  arhura i.i.t nie oaks women

nfcrior tor,.in.	this Lnor crLL1 is ccs.	adicor t-.

the crucial function 00cr: women per Eorm in the society. For

the continuity :	culture, society must be able Co pro-

creare nrtd rho Prnary rob lii the procreation belongs to the

Since women alone can bear child and, men cannot, women

preserver of the society should. get precedence over men

and S hc!i.J comjcand honour and authority. But the man-doa:inated

socI cv has IosJ:;neo it., c:herwtse arid to protect: Its :Lndefen-

e posit:i. on bat coloured pregnancy, birth and the feminine

•csns wi Lb dengorsu s prohibitions aI.iLI potlu Lion	By rendering

iese taboos arid pollution into pot	.anLia crausc or disease,

I is Lb bjca Ci uis seths to vindicate. and preserve its

::::iLudo regirling the superiority of men end inferLority of

r.	iho co c o	;snsn in he reproduction thu nJ..aces

hr a chr:gcrous ss Lelin -. a danger of illnesi to t:hem-

on	 r]ves and to others through breach of taboo and poilut:ion.
	A

woinsfl musi: be vigilant, take care to contain her vuinerablity

-continued-
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situation by ohcri!inp, correct b ehaviour.

V 55 an elcL:.r .L5	 . ''.	 pUDOfl3

j ils 4	octn L purpo s e,	D!rs c.,. ..

coneson but cannot ignore the interpersonal conflict of

telo2ccS giving rise Lo discord. With human naturu as it is

is dis:-. .::e1tCO.S the solidarity A the group and th

ooclaty :::ovic1e for the resolution and control of such

discord. Sorcery as a cause of disease is the ILenifestation

of the society's cOflCSiT1 L or social solidarity. It la y s bare

Jie evirs of dissension cod condemns the ciTLopucirig parties

t o c: ol crid hold in check such disputes from

	

.c.;	 social unity.

cease in i?hnl- ura is not therefore merely a patno-

condition, ft has a social L11CflLI. Treatment of

^jnnnsv ti:.':c c.:c calls rer not merely correction of the

1 e::, b:t: also provision of a meaning of the cx-

	

0' :y1	cO

	Val	MT K eno5LI.,, adapted to provide such

rV..:cnL.	Folk medicine rests UC V a foundation of thc

WON and rtt.icudes crished by t	..ents ciffhin the

content of their culture. The healers and their healing devices

cl-ia products of the culture and they operate within the

p^tweters of the cultural norms. It is the Phankura culture

-continued-
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ct-c;ut ruded the Dhnikura folk med Lcine. The

hea' er a:Lms L s	ySn the cultural demands made by

e:'c tju:.i	Tho y ndcrstara.I what the patient want -

U	 OUL t1 t;ease and what Lyne cf

: rV:7 ç j o,:	-• anci thc	 !	hc;ch LnC patients

-1	hoe LT 5iO mutua 11	 c. tural pat Lerns

:;t L1: disease behav:Lour, its diagnosis and troetment.

;-hc	0 opts of disease causation arid the accepted

ofiog wiLo. disease lie deep in the culL t:i:cal

c.cnictfcos of the Phankura popie, the patient: feels hor;ei £

safe .n the hands of the folk healer and finds confidence in

the	.in.e Lh holcr di soenses

a.c, in thc. coo cc. : c o the Ld Ic s of the people, is

uo oc of _1 c i	 ii	 PK -inkura

;ccnth of the macievn system depends on. its efric lenc y in

cur:H.g (11 EL 	A a purely medical de7ico, it is immensely

au:.rioi.	i-ut it is j. 7.1--adapted. :0 provide social meaning

to the. ex.pc:r orce L: illness. idlopathic medicine does not

cul Lor':iI uceds of the peop1e I cause of it s claim to

teia o-, ticok.

But the medical efficacy of the modern medicine c3nriot

u. lenerco	an CUi. Lure.	In, Phankura tatal cc ainpsJ.a case:

are scuc	tea pital ior mo' 1 arri tieatment. During Lhe

cried of rosea;ch two pregnant women were shifted to Tan-ail

cause the ch._iini could not deliver i:he bab y and the met i a

- continued-
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:J:Ltico: :)oc.eO ;.;o (JC. i.ay	Researcher also came across four

.e s o1a::en W ; ouacc1 A]. lo p atijic medicine. Their husbands

work i f.:•-:J 1 and broeht thi. r wives ALLcathi.c medicine

by cons;Iiig A.i.lopetha in Taaai I without:. t,a k, ru., t- 1 1 	at i ents

I- o tbP	 The wires -e -I--- s-Li [fering from badhak or shutilca

the t	;ai:Le diaases aainst which the Folk medicine. is not

Ft:1•'e.

El
ti. :.:i...:;mher i' th;it the Al 1.opthic system is

choice in any of L.LIe cases	The de] ivery

to be nder the treatmeflt of the folk healers

usd1 the lest monent. In  three cases chaini was persuaded. to

acc'spany the pa tieu::a	After the patients re_urne..1 home, the

chaini continued to look after diem silo PCOV1dC folk healing.

One of the purpose of the folk treatment after the Aliopatisic

:aatment was the prevention of any damage or restoration of

y harm that A]. lorathie medicine might have caused to the

d.e1ieet cr ins.

h i r:ur bacih eisd sisutiks. iaaticnts do not rely ex

I ye .L on. Al . opetdc nsd.c:Lrle	Thc'y had in fact been on

e:nent for a lone t irne	F Lneli_ng that: L1ie treatment

';.;::.rne find t , the jUs hunds conwf ted he toin doctors.

The women were now taking Allopathic medicine in addition to

the folk therap y which they were con tinuing to.follow

hic :e.'ore u.ridonbt:.edly the first pre-

p reference. In cases where

- c out in 1 LC h-
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 J.cld	t is1.icory result,	oma patients

	

ci Lpz Lhi.c 1odi.clne wi. Lh [he folk dcvice	Su:li

c ose.	çu Ito .r:a: c'.	Ailops Lh..c sy s ceni is not ova .Lablc at

the dcci-- :tco .	One n:ust go to Tauaii ic. tho servi. ..:e	At

i'a l I a	ita 1. sorvl acs	a ::lucI:! L	be des Iced.	Medicine.

are eLtkcr no : [.I1abI.e or lack in qua.tit.v. Ouci Ltc medicine

may be cvai .ab].? t: 'cc pharmacy, out: tho cost is htgh. The

or Dhankui'a paciont must depend en low cost rnedic.Lne which

ak in qiaiity and is lcss affective.

dyer.	cooL ity medicine could be supplied at tbc

p itei. arid the median facilities could. he n 	available

e.iatc ly near at homc. , crfec.tl\' cP.c:fls may not :Lm.prOVC ippre-

ciably - Because, in t he culture ci Dhcakurc , diseases do not:

c a	 L man L ulnss the symperds have approached chronic

treatment itself is started qui t  late.	y t: be

J- olk tre atment has been. ap p lied the disease reaches

C sr:aae at: WhLC1i modern medicane also is not so effective.

bacihak ;d shLIt:ika cases have not responded to the

n::	n :r•.: ta?'.:r.	rr	pn Lients complained to the researcher

confidence even as to i.i:s eif.Lcacy cud curat .Te. perner.	More-

evec, it faiLs cc satisfy the so[ial cravings of the patient.

The patient in Dhankura wants a social meaning, for his exper-

ccc which can be provided by the folk hcale- only. As a

ng man. catches at a s Lr.:iw, a pat:iant not firnti;c. recovery

- conti.nuoci-
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•e u A. c) pa ic treatment .	PnL uC

:O

	

	 j. not at the exclusion of t-he Ic] ft

ntient h.a :wo ccmponent; , the

in: ci: a social

ot thc dtsea SE exper i rice tL-lat gi " 7 e. S (.ulture. 1. rUaSaUT

aLice.	: : 1.k mcciine 1-1: va ;	.tne second

ILs periEorimice in removingthe physical symptoms

5. be C complete success and. in such e.n eventualit:y

ant may seek tii. 01!.]. of the m	asodern	tem. But his

ssekLag 0  cniern cars icr cn	:nment of the curin, process

C.  be at the cost of the crcnd component. He will Lhc

fore., cc' ritfin	to te folks ystem. isperst:o (1977)

V,	 analys Lng the. :ntroclucticn o.[ modern mcdfcine in Africa

found that when a African patient goes to the hos p ita l., il. he

folk healer goes with him and both types of treatment go

irnultaneous.

ida Inc L or the matter i.s tiiat iaoderrj med	.

flkey i:o displace cn su	ntppla	the iol. medicine, but will

cc: ocas: the med.icoi. options aro.Lnhie to the people -	It will

arc: cn1.t_v.' COtNUtOTS COd 'Orc.y medical device.	But

c	 .ersist and e aert ignifi.cant

[:0 sLate at helt:h cod medical d.- isicns in
Dhankura due to its successful handling of he cLi].tural as-

pacts at LLe disease expe rienco and cure
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