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8 T K O P 8 1  8

An attempt Is made In this study to present the social 

thought of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan who held a pre-eminent position 

among the social thinkers of the 19th century. The IwJian Re

volt of 1857 left Its Indelible stamp^on his thought-world. The 

social thought and movements of the 19th century had also influ

enced his ideas. India of his time was passing through a period 

of social turmoil. He was the immediate product of the forces 

of conflict and co-operation in a disordered age which was wit

nessing the emergence of new standards or values of human con-
•

duct. It was also heralding the dawn of a new culture and civi

lisation in India. Dr. Topa rightly observes that "during and 

after the Revolt of 1857, his soul was in the throes of agitation 

and showed signs of awareness to a new social C3 for combat-

-ing the forces of moral frustration and decadence” .^ Under such 

distressing social conditions Sir Syed launched out a programme 

of social reconstruction. His spirit was surcharged with the 

ideas of individual and social progress. His rationalism helped 

him in discriminating between u;»K5»t .«<»^religloh and a tru« religion. 

Confronted with the problems of individual and social conflicts,
. Vu .

m  «ued aai^solved the complex situations with the clarity of his 

thought and the sincerity of his action. His remedies for social 

ills was time-c4nditloned. He was the embodiment of the spirit 

of social progress. • ,
• ---------- . 1. .1 I .  ■

1. Dr. topa, I. t Sir Sy«d Ahraed Khan — A Study in Social 
Thought, p.225; Islamic Cultur*. Vol.XXVII, No.4.
October 1953. . „

. ’ |7
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The thesU consists of eight chapters dealing with 'Life and 

Work of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan*, 'Individual and Social Relationship*, 

•Individual and Social Progres#*, 'Individual and Civilisation*, 

'Individual and Custom', 'Education', 'Religion' and 'Conclusion*.

As sociologists describe the continuity of human actions In 

terms of social relations, so Sir Syed is aware of the role of 

social relationship as a process of interaction. He clearly and 

lucidly brings out the Importanae of social relationship in chang

ing man and society. To him an individual can ill-afford to Ig

nore the significance of social relations. He well-realised the 

hidden meaning of positive and negative social relationships in 

respect of individual welfare.

The positive social relationship includes good behavioui*, 

moderation, self-culture, sympathy, co-operatlon, respect for 

others, nobility, truthfulness, sociability and imitation. These 

qualities infuse new life into the individual as a social being.

The negative social relationship deals with jealousy, short

sightedness, mendacity, hypocrisy, bigotry and flaxtcA^. These 

prepare an individual for social isolation and are destructive in 

their nature. Social discord and individual maladjustment are the 

results of the negative aspects of social relationship. Human 

vices, social ills and national hatred are their products,
i.

In Sir Syed's concept of individual and social progress, 

intelleot and understanding play a great role. He postulates that

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



national progress without Individual progress Is not possible. So

cial progress Is In keeping with the pace of time. National pro

gress Is dependent upon the conditions of progress which must ac

cord with the time-splrlt. To understand the social conditions 

against the background of the tlmo-splrlt is a step towards the 

achievement of progress.

Sir Syed points out that It is individual himself who Is res

ponsible for the development of his own powers and the Improvement 

of society in which he lives. National progress rests entirely on 

the collective behaviour and morality of individuals rather than . 

on any outside.agency or authority. The root of social progress 

lies in the desire of Individuals for improvement, advancement 

and prosperity, , ,

Sir Syed defines civilisation in his own unique way as an 

attempt to transform values, to change bad into good, to adjust 

the pattern of behaviour to the law of Nature and to develop hu

man qualities. Hence, civilisation is the manifestation of ten

dencies, aptitudes and behaviours developing from within. In 

simple connotation, civilisation differentiates bet a the pro

gressive and static conditions of society. To civilise oneself is 

to humanise oneself as a member of one human family.

Sir Syed describes customs and their reactions on man and so

ciety, Custom is what is repeatedly done, forms a large part of 

the laws of every country, makes religion powerless and rules like 

an absolute monarch.

• . • 111
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Sir Syed dedlcatesl his whole life to the cause of education* 

His main object was to etBble the Muslims to regain their lost sta

tus and prestige by adopting modern system of education and thus by 

adjusting themselves to the spirit and form of modern life. Two 

problems confronted them; ito provide higher education for their 

community and to combine secular education with religious instruc

tion, Sir Syed solved these two problems by founding the 

College which combined the secular and religious aspects of educa

tion and harmonised the spiritual outlook of the Muslim community 

with the fundamentals of Western sciences. Through the agency of 

modern education, ties of friendship between the Muslims and the 

British were strengthened, removing mutual distrust and suspicion,

the chief function of education is to improve morals, cultl-
♦

vate fellow-feelings and protect human rights. It develops the 

power of thought and creates a desire for the acquisition of know

ledge, Its purpose is to make man generous, magnanimous, broad

minded, virtuous and honest. It also helps to eradicate the causes 

of poverty and evil. Without it, no progress in society is 

possible,

'^ion flo: ly i  . .ithoui;

training no real education is achieved. Training promotes morality, 

develops personality and fosters co-operation, unity and sympathy. 

Mere education does not civilise a person, unless it is sustained 

by training.

IV
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The philosophy of naturalism was tending to undermine the very 

foundation of religious belief In the 19th century. Islam as well
V* A

as other religions challenged by naturalism. In order to pro

tect religion, Sir Syed devoted himself to Its study against the 

background of modern philosophy and ^lence and came to the conclu

sion that the touchstone of religion is human nature, or Nature It

self, Thus, religion emanates from the human heart or Nature which 

la the creation of God, In order to make religion understandable 

or realisable, it requires a rationalistic approach. Sir Syed ex

plains thus : "fche universe is governed by the law of Nature  ̂ In the 

acceptance of Nature, there is no denial of God  ̂ In Nature man sees 

a design which is the work of a Designerj Religion is the pheno

menon of the universe as created by God.

To Sir Syed education and religion are tlie problems of indlvi- 

dual and social progress. r j . to •Education* and

•Religion' he brings out the essentials for the cultural existence 

of man and the upllftment of society. Without education and reli

gion an Individual does not fulfil his mission of life. His so

cialisation can only be through the factors of education and reli

gion, Thus in thR social thought of Sir Syed all f of socio

cultural Importance play their role for the well-being of human 

personality, the good of society and the welfare of the nation.
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l if e  /LND V/ORK of sir  SYED AHl-IKD KHAN 
(1817 - 1898)

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan stands out as a great man of his age. 

His huge stature contributed to the making of his domineering 

porsonality. His elegant manners attracted attention from 

everyone. His outstanding achievements threw his 

into the background. ' 1 qualities helped him ^sustain

ing the position he occupied in his life-time,

Maulana Hall tells us that in the beginning he was not
CTfy

a 'brilliant boy*, later^shone out as the most Illustrious 

figure of his day. His true greatness lay In his tenacity of 

purpose and in his indomitable will, which qualifies his 

character and for which he received approbation from all 

quarters — friends and foes alike. His bitterest antagonist^ 

could not but appreciate what he said and did.

His noble and strenuous efforts to improve the ^andition 

of his discontented people, his high ideal to spread knowledge 

and enlightenment amongst the illiterate and the Ignorant, his 

keen desire to impart the scientific learning of the West, and 

his persistent exertions to found learned societies and 

educational institutions were the colourful aspects of his 

dominant personality.
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. V-
1

Soc i •' O.ackcround
, ^ 4  Syê l Ahmod Khon had o fueling that the British rule

wns an unnvoldablo necessity for India. He, therefore, sought 

t.’ir? co-op'^ratlon of the foreign rule in'bringing about reforni 

In the domm'ns of soc.ioty, education and religion. To achieve 

the end in view, he could not afford to be orthodox and 

intolerant. Nor could he be anti-religionist. He respected 

nil religions, as it vr s not in the spirit of Islam to oppose 

anj' religion. He could not revolt against the British, as the 

Quran does not preach disloyalty of a Muslim to a non-Muslim 

ruler. Tn the circumstances there was no alternative left 

for him but to seek the help of the British in the vork of so

cial and national uplift.

The IrnportPnt reE’nrms, effected by Lord V/arren 

Ilaqtings an! Lord Cornvmllis, had failed to produce any anti

cipated benefits. The old system was being replaced by a new 

one, v;hich had yet to take root and function in a smooth and 

'-rffrelent manner. Ho stop hith'^rto v;as taken t6 improve 

tU. I vi f ô *ifiryv> t} ouO'S

voiun" ry woi'i: ’I'ithoui- cny ■ ■ racorripc’nse, "T./u (govern

ment had not yet realised the big mistake it had committed in 

taking av;ay entire responsibility from the Indian hands.
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T ,, , 1'!ig of i.ci-d 'Jillis.'i Beiitink the laost

 ̂ pni'i.ant. decision, which rovc rise to a controvei’sĵ  v/as the 

1',-sti' ’̂ of prouot’ng only the cause of the Enclish language and 

e'-pGuco of the vernacular education.  ̂ The
I

Sii‘-r!nn Inf ur-,Te t>>.us ’.̂ 'caise the or?.y r:iedium of exchange of 

tl.oî xbt f.'id correspondonce at the Governroent level. It was
I

lP i3o ' ’d '' ' t IDn,;';].: f3h ' ould open the doors of European \7isdom 

for Indians.

■jn irs54, Sir Charles l7ood, afterwards lord H alifax , in 

;:::ovnMe FicUi.cation Denijatch, laid the foundation of higher 

controlled by the State. The Covernor-C-enoral, Lord 

■aVi'ourie (D.-'A^-br;), planned a University education with 

p.f ■ rod CollH' '■'r, ' --ch worn ostabxished in each of the Pre- 

r.i';' V-y towns. I'nt h:l3 af^-rcssive political policy soon

i' ';‘d down oducational and domestic reforms. The new 

oljT.cu) Vi tv ritroduced by Lord Dalhousie in the so4io-

:.uc!uro alp.rnod the con?iion people, v;ho saw a lurki-ng 

;io bvev/itic trnubla could not be 

/nAy^ott .

oi’rlcA- oi thin,‘-s groat odds iWj? 'o be faced 

I'./ ^i' .;.yhi in introducinp roforms of socio-political nature, kz 

:i 3ocl''l rsformor, he closely watched the develop^nent of the great 

ti'.a country. There were tv;o main currents v/Iiich 

" '<•' i ’lstrurfKjntal in Influencing his thought-world : 'the

1

\
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toelo-tx^Dtleel dlsoontont In Indl« amS the lnfltt«nc« of Vcnto)

1 '
Dlvlliwtlon »nd oultur#,'

Thfl first part of the nlnetoentb century wltneM«d 1» Ind.*
t  t

•  remarkable interest In religious dIsouSBlor and analytical, 

stud:-. Fresh avenues of religious thought were explored and Turt 

sects founded, suoh as Brahno SamaJ and Theosophloal Soclaty'* 

These stood for the unity of all rellglont, Christian b I ssIoki- 

arles were already In the field. They attacked the religions cj' 

India, Including Islam, Muslima were deplorably backward In , 

education and their political power was on the wane.

In such a state of affairs, only a man of great quality ;?ind 

calibre could rise to the occasion and dispel ignorance and
4.

tlclsm by the spell of modern knowledge and learning, Wh« coiCLd 

this man be other than Sir Syed 'Ahraod Khan ?

• of Sir Syed

Sir Syed played tho role of a creat leader of the Indian 

Muslim community In the nineteenth century. He was at the holKJ 
, <

of their affairs for more than five decades occupying n6re or 

or less the position of a renowned teacher* His subtle wit, 

hla charming expression, bin .strong views, hia dynamic power, 

and his unique qualities combined in him a thinker, a reformer,!^

an orator, a man of letters, a philosopher and a leader.

1. S.M, ibdullah 1 Urdu Prose under the Influence of Sir Syed 
, 4hnod Khon. p,3j published by Mohnncied Ashraf,

Kohore, 1940*

■f
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IIo w;:| n rrer.t soholnr of oriental loarnirp. It cprtrlrUy 

redoiin'^r to his credit that, though he was Ignorant of the 

Fri^iJsh Inncnr c r.nd o'olu'r >^iropopn lanruagos, î ot he vaa woll- 

v«rsed in the I'undcnen*als of the British constitution and tho 

principles of Westrrn .lurisprudence, Broucht up ns an oriental 

Gcl'.olsr, he became the apostle of Kngllsh learning amongst his, 

co-roligionlsts. I’.e v;as not only an educational and social ' 

force but also a political pov;er of no moan importance. In 

fact, ho was a dynamic factor In inspiring and guiding his 

community and his country. To regenerate a deccc>Gnt community 

Is a glorious tribute to hjs name.

Sir Syed's career can be conveniently divided Into three • 

distinct perlor’s which si ov the progressiVG stages of his 

mental development :

Period I - From the beginning of his literarj'

activity to 1857.

Period IT - From 1857 to hjs visit to England In ,

18G9.

Period III  - I-Yom 1870 to his dcnth in 1898.

Period I

Sir Syed's early er’ucatlon was conducted on trndJtlonal 

pattern which left an indelible inpr<*’SSlon on his character, Zr.< 

his errly life, he came in contr.ct •■■•'th the Wahabi Movener.t

2

2. Jiall, Altnf !;u:;ain : h’ay;;t-e-Jav;ced, p. £4.

/1

V.
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t’lrovirl'. nttnclirv^nt to tlio rpri'Tf/nod V'nhahi lonior, 31i«h Isnftj.l
q

nhtiV.ood. Diu’i' ■ t’ils p'̂ r-'ocl o ovincod f'TVOur oid intnroSt In

scicntlfic ronouirch rad u! l''rtook tho work of odltlnr at the

4
Ins-^nco of tho Asiatic C( ijety of Tionfjal.

I

Tho i’ollov;inE bool:3 v;ero written by hln during this

poTlod I I ,

Jaa-BrJ-EUD (1839) - Jan-^-Jam was tho first hlstoricnl

work written by hln iti Persian, which gives a short 

account of tlio forty-tl-o’ce '-ughal Emperors from 

Anlr Timur to Abu Zafar Sirajuddin Bahadur Sliah, 

tho lest ruler of tlio I'ughal Dynasty. '
i m

Jtla 'ul-qulub be-Zlkril Mahbub (1839) - It Is a life- . 

sketch of the Holy Prophet, describinc the true 

traditions of Islam. This treatise was widely 

road in Vaulocd as::enblies, annually held in notnory

^  of tho I'oly Prophet. »

To' Va - ■> -Tin r> n n n (

V darjiadd-, - ( i • , - co:.c: j. u;vo

ard an-^]yt1cnl tr n t ’ :o fron tlic V.'siv'ibi point of 

view^ • - . - . ^

Sir Gyed translated Abi Si na' 3 Perrian treatise on f^rnvlta- 

tier'., /^1-Tashll fi Jarra-Saqil, into Urdu in 1S4-1. His other tvo 

troQtinos, ra\/a;ldul-#ifkar fi Ar-nlul Farjan, a translation of his

3. Abdulla}) j Urdu Proso under t}ie Tniluenco of 3ir 3yod /
IChnn, p .10; publ.^si.ed by J'olvrl. A3:,raf, Lahor*:-, 1040- , ,

4 . Ib id ., p. 11
5 .  'Vulanfi ’'all tolls us that except this, l.c* novcr wrote any

otlior bool' or article oii this subject. ' ' '
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f ■ - '3 bô .lc nf ilir r-- •- narn .Tttl Qawl-l- '̂ntlii dar Ibtal-

)>'  ̂ ' '■ tl'.r of tl'io novc-

rrt v of or.rth^nro <ruf sp^r'nons of his tm rtlonnl Icnrninf:.

AsrnirvSj'..r?jllrl (IP'17) - Wl'on 3!r "'.yod v/r;3 posted at
Dol j ar n f'Tdnr-' -Anin, Iio, \iith tho ncalstnncc of 

l',lG pcrsoiia] frloi'.d nnd t  f.t scholnr, 3Jia kh '
Inan Bnksh Sahbcl, vrotc Ids most Inportnnt vo-rV,
AsoruJJ flanadid, bejnc recount of tlio roraai:>3 , 

ruins, nntiquiti.os, '’rchitocturo, monuments and 
nrsolr'U’ s of Tol'ij. As c. stnr.rlc.rd v;ork on the r;ub-1 
jcct, it lirs rccrlvod GncoKjuni at tl;e liands of 
European savants also. It is an autlientic sourco

of the history of Delhi. i:r. Robort, the then Col

lector of Delhi, rt'f.onnt'^d an ?hrllsh trnnslatlon 
of the bor’c but left it unfinn shed, Th.c colcbr-'ted 

French orientalist, i:r. Garcin de Tassy, publisi.od 

its Frencn trrnslation in 1861. It attracted the at
tention of the Royal Asiatic Society, which, in appro- - 
elation of Sir >‘>j'ed's high quality of research in 

antiquities, elrcird him an honorary nenbor of its 

î ody

A i J - ••• (ir.5.rO - in icsr, at • f.innrr, ho od^ .̂ 

t ’;.''.: ' '  ̂ r r '  ' T i . o r  , i ■ " ,  r. :v: l  ' . . ' r o t o  a

liistory of Pijnr-ur. ' in-;l-ukb:iri as cflitfHi b/ hin, 

of vh'c!. only tlr fii';it anrl tho thfrd volumes are 
extent; the second }iaving been lest during the 

Mutiny of 1857, is ? livine testimony to his diligent 
rocenrches and sustained endeavours in the exposition 

of dotalltA’î cJi ticrl notns, copious glosses, elabo
rate ill nstrntions correction of r.iistnkos. Mis 

history of Eijnaur v/as also lost durir;g the Mutiny.
\

Sir Syed edited tv/o more storical vorks, Tuzuk-i-Jahan- 

5 lr^ f-nd Tfrlkh-o-. iroa Si.ahi o ' l>.rn1, \i)ilc'n v/ero highly anrr'^- 

cir-tod firvi valued for his scliolf rly acuKon, Izislgiit and labours,

6. Kali, Altnf :;usaln : Mayat-o-Jav;eod, p, "0 I-.; ■ 
i\ •

]■
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w ,| Tno of the : i^onlt with

ci\̂ i>vry *’■■ vord, pncfira, un'-'d ''or J h r b y  liu Î.tnja

• en: avc c"(i r for Tni'"in Vr - tnnH ' n" bp<-'*-'>on C>u-l3tinn3 and

' \:r''’’~s. rb''y proved tii"t ■* }io noiioi’cl'̂ 'I.tii’o was rl'Tlvori fron 

thf> v!'ri, pjisr, nnrn1.nf- hc7p, rn' th<̂  wcri, par^nra, bore no , 

oth r rrnnin- tlinr. a hclp--r. Tl’.-'.s niprod in tho bu:i the c 

Irov Tsy about thn vord, nagara. I!.1s other trratise,

Taby'inul Kalam, hac an i'.portanco of its own in the field of .

resorrch ro it --'rtabl'shos the un'ty of the lioly 

Quran t !' the E:^ble. Tt is an attempt to discover 

r'':s^:'bll ’tiG3 of social intorC’ nr-o boti/oen the Christians and 

’’usTlrs. It is 1 ndispn.tably the f'TGt hod: of its I'lind, Its 

chief aln is to establish the bns’c un;’ty of all Sen-’tic roll-
'  m

'•j 'ns n n r ’ to create an atmosph re of religious appreciation 

rnr! tcloi'anco,

.'r r.yoO. E r;t;iti•':'od .':t "ijnaur vhen the l!t.:t'ny of looV 

broke cut in all its fcro-iity. _hj s sad episc<le \;as tur:;in/- 

pr.int tlio life of r Syed, hii;hlirhted the ,^roat quali

fier of h-’c’ r.'nd and hcrrt. In "the n'c’st of I'iotirLs; and blocKl- 

nl'.ed, 8'r Syed caved n:any lives includin,': those of Sa':lish:r:en 

H!n,cll-s;.vonGP v/ho found a v;elccne nlielter under his ben.!;;n 

cere, vJ.on th.o hr: d of nan v:as \.'rca' in : vengear.ce on all ^.lik';. 

T):--ph th<- wave of revolt vaz pjsr:lru; ov *r f ‘-a. district to 

district brin̂ ;'--g its wake nets of violence and bloodsherd,

8
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fkt ’■ ' of :-;'r f.yod, vho

 ̂ ' '' ôt ^loovi^ h t;r fron florŝ ri;'-! ti on.

+h [s r

t.]:r IK
’*11-

I’ink, iija dom  rogard for 

M o loyrltv to t'lQ rr.Hln'i. Gov rn-'

.-ft I r-'.'f I’octn of iiir ; 'n. vcro torriV.lo. Thn Govojrn-■

!'■ i’-;n to pn^'r.:; ruthlr>r;-:iy thr nutir.c><,->rs nnd oth»>rs vho i 

wor& '■'I- *■ ' 30(1:'tio: .. Ti)on.r;̂ ?.:KlG of Inp.oeont p )rsonr> :;uf-

r.vir.f to the p rnon,'’! nn'i’ur. or nalico of an Inforn:’!', but

n'r Tyo ■ playe : tlio role of • srvlnr.r li-- VriruT ’nc hono tho h."rd

'■ 't 1.C ■ •- nut: rr't’.or; t' r' ti.n ^̂ _;inor:ont had to bo dif t

-o' frnn the gu.Qty an.’: fnns many n fondly from ruin, ile
i- '

!.r 1 M’iO r-'tlnf'ction of o:-:. fctin," liis inflncnce in ti’.c dlroction

c*" '^onp'p.^ jui’ ticG v;ith ’-'.''•rcy. A bir: TrJjika, yielding Jin

r;i ir 1 r'-p.‘ .nl cl- one ''H” a iv If 1,a!:liG of rup 'PG, forni'?rly ov/nod

r 1 c'.\‘ ' , " r''con ■'’ d by t!ie Colloctor of ITJp.nur, ■

■ft \oc oAĴ nJxJ-\(i 2 fy ôY* loyal stY^vie&c ror I r d â ',

' l”:f- of *•’ ftlofny, î ut h.(> i oldl ' docli “ i th<' or"er,.rc h’:.':

n^c' CO did not perait tc onjoy nn ostnte ft tho prico of

+h Mo-v! of MIS c •'i]Mtry:.;r'i .

V v s  - i t;;lr! cr 'tjc 'l  * ir'.t ho dlr^crrdo! tho idou

of K'̂ ypi; rs ho t';- :ht *hc.t; hl3 st^y In Ind::- '.. .uld

*■ -'ot;*' ‘ o hln : :i'.ur. ty i.1 s couritry.

' * V!" S ' ^ i u ‘r . :  fin" ’ •■ T ' ’ ' c.::i 'lev ~'ont3 in

•  ' ’I n 't p n n t h  C '-n*ury, p p .  C nnd 7 .
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Out of tiriioll, «volvod a new social outlook nn<l n

nov r«llftou3 /ipproaoh In order to bring about an ptmo3rh<»r* o.?
• ‘ f, 
rooonclllnllon with the Brltlah,

I '
I’e vns perturbe^l realise the evil effects of thf* frutlny 

for vhlch tho flusllm <somunity had boen hold mainly rogponnlbl*. 

Ke also felt that his co-rellglonlsts were In tho grip of roMgl- 

ous Ipnoraneo and tholr pristine faith had dGgenerntfsd Into irrn- 

tlonnl and outmodod custOTUs, practices and beliefs. Thnt hi.s 

ccimr.nlty In particular had adopted an attitude of indlffrronco
•

towards v/entern education, was a sore point with litm. It wn<ii 

filso a fact that t’lo Mutln̂ y hed widened the gulf of o5trnr'.5r<>~̂ n̂t 

between the ral^rs and the ruled. He felt that 30Tnothlnf» had to 

ho done to remove the misunderstanding and to bring tho two 

nearer to each other. It struck him that the remedy for tl\« 

soelnl Tnalaise lay in a spiritual approach. In short, ho r '̂in 

stronuou?; oTfoi tg to prove to the rulers the fVlellty of tho 

coTJiunity cnl to show tliat I’usllr.s and Chrlatlnrin both 

b̂ Tr-n̂ jed to kindred j>em1tlc religions and that there won >>otwo»'n 

them comnon pround for mutual appreciation and trust rathor

> r. for hatred end jjuspiclon. He further convince;! both h’ ti 

coRr»!n’ty nnd the British Govern ient that L'usllns were not r*'ll- 

piously enjoined (as unfortunately It was so thouf-ht) to r<-volt 

pp»ln»t the Govrrnraeiit, In his Tar1kh-o^arkrishl-o-ni j* nnur !io 

8r;-J; red the causes of the :̂utlny end tried to brld̂ -̂e tho l  ̂

tetwftar the Govorna.'aftt and the people by rtJEovlng pi?5sfvlr^j 

«■ {sspT'jehenslons. Be wrote another fara'̂ 'us troat!.so, Aab'-b-’*-

,  . 10
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•-t was trnnslnted Into Sa"Hah  by Col. Grnlian,

this 'OOk, Jig nticle tlic point clonr that If tho lluoIJl'nn hart 

c-rroo, it was only :iuo to tholr Ifrnoront) attltnrto nrri it’wv could 

0.1 5 11” bo won back, if the Govornmont tactfully dealt \}lth then.

In the Asbab-e-Bagawat-*e-lIind, Sir Syed brought out so: io 

valuablo aiid practicable suggestions for the rulers of Inflla, 

v;hich they had never received from any other source. Ho 3tp.to(t 

boldly his views on the subject, which created a strong. lr.pro3rj3.r.jn 

-!t the time on the governing class. He did not even hesitnto to 

p^int out the blemishes of the administration which holpn^l in tho

outbreak of the MutiiiTy. The existence of bad feelinr:s botvoon
1

the na.tives anS the rulers was due to want of synpathy on tho

ipart of the latter. He pointed out that mere scntiriental

grievances should not be the criterion of judging the action;) of

those in pov/cr, but at the same tipie it was a great ;;iista)cc to

dlsr nard the sentinants of a subject people, and tho nannitudo
t

of t’ eri'or was hightened, v/hen one dealt vith the aviontnl 

, 10.^

In ICGO, he started a bilingual po]X>r, " Tho I.oyal riohan, :a- 

dans of India,” with the idea of bringing the facts to llr^ht 

roi'rrd to families and* persons vjho had rornainod loyal to t!io 

' ritish Govcrninent during the Mutiny and described tho ::u3l5.R 

E T.try v’ho helped and rescued tho British during tlie Kutlny*

P . ..'nt' Horne ITews • : Ilovembor 20, 1885. (

•
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I

oth '̂r literary works during tho period arc Cotanf'fit/jry 

on the B’ble, Er.sayii on Islam, Life of tho Prophet Koh-Jmrsof! end 

A Fo.lolnier to Dr. Mur,ter's book entitled "Are tho Kussolnnns of 

India Loyal?"

Scientific Society

rĵ .r Syed founded the Scientific Society atGhazipur in 18(34, 

n- inly with a view to reconciling the oriental with the occl- 

i1<?rt«I ways of thinking. This, he proposed to achieve through 

vhG translation of standard Knjllsh works into Urdu, so that )ii!3 

com-un’ty v;hich was ignorant of V/estern ideas, or was not in

vfitb WoGtf^rn education, might come under the influenco of 

Europefin thought nnd culture. The Society had to be transferred

2-'’tor to Aligarh with its founder. It nay be observed here that

v. ’ th . est'^cl;: s'.irnent of this Society, an honest effort had

- ®de bv .ir Syed to bring Hindus and Muslims on n coninon

plr'tfcrr’ of non-^Tontrovcrsial nature. The Duke of Arsyle (the 

‘ • ■ ■ " . iit.ite for India) was its patron, L^out.-

 ̂ fin 1 vnv<̂  -?tr; 71co-r''t'.fon2 anrl
«

oJa t iu

■•1 .'1-, p'r.ul rlty an'j scrne i^iportant troatit:os on sub;]oct3 

llkn nj^tcry, jrloaltare, biocraphy and political oconoray wnro 

puĴ l-ishec: by it. ,

ori^

C:'-.vIr-./vr- utllf.ty cf lii.’St-rn &rt,s find seic.iO'-:,

v.'.ritrn 2 -2.i .( r.Cfil 0 ’uc&tlon In Ind '

• 12
•
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7v,o r nfter the estnbllsh’-.ont of thc^clentlflc Socioty, ho

Ifild th'’ founiiation stone of an English School nt Chnsipur In

which wns Irtor called the Victoria School.

Xl25 t r y l I nn AgsQCj,atjjoji

• On 10th Î ay 1866, he Inaugurated the British Indian Associa

tion, a fore-runner of the Indian National Congress. Tho oln of 

the Association was to keep the members of the House of Connons 

in touch with Indian public opinion. He saw tho necessity of 

bringlnf: Indian affairs before the British Parliament for discus- 

rjion, but regretted the indifference with which they were dealt 

with. For this state of affairs he blamed his countrymon, who 

;;hc\;ed utter disregard for espousing their cause.

He also deplored the fact that Indians had little or no volco 

in tho management of the affairs of their country, V/hencvor any 

r5e3sure adopted by the Government v;as objectionable to them, thoy 

brooded over it and complacently accepted It but discontont

■ ■' jr. thoir heart. He made it clear that It was the duty of

t' -■ CErccirtions to express thfiir frank r.nu honest oplricr; on
g

1110 rids of the Government, He thus educated tho people in 

politics and exhorted them to bccome conversant \;lth tho ways of 

tho Govcrnncnt,

0. Ilf story of Revolt in Bljnaur - A district in United Provinces.
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This p>:rlod oyAonds fron the tlric! of his vinit to R\;lax’̂ d to-' 

],i5 last rlr.ya and 3a characterised by tho trar.aforrrstlDn of M a  j?' 

llrna up.fl'- r tho ’.^cstorn Influonces in nattoro of crluratlcrell-  

. politics. Ha vms dooply InTluoncod by tho 1.16ns aad ncv.

rents in Snfjland of tiio nlnotconth century,
I

Kis vritincs of this- period glvo a cloar indication thnt c iu . 

life *as coloured with tlie ideas of tiio Victorian a^o. ' rue ad-
>}

vanco of democracy, ;̂he general diffusion of nodern knowlodge an.d

• the progress of scie:xe in Europe created an intellectual and c'r - 

ritual agitation in him* On account of ParviniGm, a qonfllct aros«-

botween belief and reason of which he was an advocate in India, As.
I

an expression of rr'volt manifested in the clash betv;oon religion 

and science, he was in forefront as a pacifier, All traditional 

moorings were swept away by tho stormy upsurge of science in 

which his contributl.on was no less insignificant. In the dorialn 

of conflict in Ideologies, he shovjed an edifying v/ay to social 

peace cr/1 concord, As a dofendor of fnlth , ho attcr.ptpd to cc'...

113h tho trutli of religion on sclent I f  jc grounds,

I

3To saw the weakness of the lluslln conr’.unlty which .was co;i]> 

lately aloof from the thoughts and rnovenents of the nlrotoontli, 

century. He endeavoured not on]y to bring about a clum'^c in

d )gr,ntic outlook but also to make them realise the importance c.

• Indopcndonco of uind in individual as v;oll ao^soclal l l f o . ^

. 14

10, Tlio DalTy Tolegrnph, 4th .^crch 18r-6,
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S.5.r S '̂ed hrd the long cherished desire to visit England In 

orrlcr to gsJn^by porsonal experience and observation^ a fuller
«

’insight iuto the civilisation and culture of the Vest^ andLacqu- 

aint himself with social^ religious, educational and political 

Institutions of :2urope. He, therefore, accompanied his son to 

England in 1869. He carefully and minutely studied the systens 

cf education at different levels prevailing there with a view 

to introducing it in India in ‘a modified form.

his return from England in 1870 he became all the more 

oo'''Vjnced thp.t his- own comnunity as well as his^^countrynen were. _

I iir~ent need of mcffern education. He had' shalcen off _ 

the orthodox belief that th? V/estern sciences could be as well 

ti'r.j'nt in vernacular as in Sn^lJsh. His zeal for the spread of 

cduc-ation v;as misunaerstood by his co-religlonists. Some called 

 ̂ j on atheist, others believed him to be anti-Christ, and the 

priest of Ilecca denounced him in contemptible terms. This did 
not hinder him, nor did it deter him in the attempt to implement 

of an Anr:lo-Orientsl College at Aligarh.

Cir Syed now took upon himself the task of persuading 

ccrjiuriity not only to co-operate with the British rule but also 

to acquire Western knowledge and culture.

‘tX
His works^ mainly devoted to education, politics and reli

gion, greatly influenced the thought of those \;ho helped in the 

cause of his mission. His important works are as follows ;

15

1
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* 1. Khut^bat-i-Alimndla (compjled in 18C9-70, in London) j

1 1 . Tahzibul Akhlaque (published on 24.12.1876) - A  ̂
Journal of outstanding merit;

111. Tafsir-ul-Qurnn (started In 1876 - incomplote) - An 
original contribution to Muslim Theology.

In 1871, Dr. Hunter published his book, "Our Indian Hussal- 

mans" in which he tried to insinuate that the Muslims of India 

had no better choice than to remain hostile to the British. This 

could not escape the notice of Sir Syed, who "gave a caustic 

rejoinder^ supported by relevant fact^ to Dr. Huntfsr's book. His 

criticism could not but be appreciated and was first published 

In the Vioneer and then an Urdu translation of it was released 

in the Journal of the Scientific Society.

Sir Syed was one of those modern writ^'Ts, who had rightly 

grasped the spirit of controversy in the matter of Islam raging 

then in Europe and adopted the new method of defence for protecting 

Islam which was exposed to the onslaught of V/estern civilisation.

This led him to expound- his theory of modern Islam recons- 

truct^'d on social, economic, educational and poliitlcol .ideas in

• consonance with modern scientific methods of research. Such Ideas 

are prominently expressed in his Khutbat.

The methods he followed in the preparation of his book were 

based upon the critical examination of the sources of the life ofthc 

Holy Prophet and the results of his scientific researches in the 

flplds of religion, culture and physical sciences.

11. Scientific Society, 24th November 1S71 to 23rd Fcbrusry 1872 
, fourteen Issues.

• .’r
'1!
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Sir v'̂ yed tho oxcoption of the info7liblo autho

rity of thfl Holy (Juran, fladith (tradition) aacl Fiqha (schools of 

t̂ niinon law) have to pass through the toct of reason anci natui’al 

laws. He affirmed that there was nothing againut the- lav;s of

Nature in the Holy Quran
12

In|Tahzibul Al'hlaque, he vigorously attacked social conser

vatism. The Journal Wf-s brought out by Sir Syod in ordor to 

modern:'se the religious ideas of Muslims, to induce them to take 

to V/estern education and to reform the community. It dealt with 

religious, social and educational topics. .

It aroused hostile criticism. Sir Syed was dubbed as an 

apostate, a worshipper of Nature and an atheist. The nev.’spopers — 

Anwarul-A.faq and Nurul Anwar — were started as means of countcr- 

propaganda and Sir Syed was ridiculed in the pages of the Oudh

Punch,
13

Sir .jyerl had realised that Islam In India v/as surrotinded with 

dan!''':-"s, •’ '•c-;'' 'M  l. copr^'iro r\ad p03?ric;vcrc.-'V:. Hr ;

coived cleni'ly that the attacks of the Chrr-stir̂ n m ■ ssion-r 1 c 3 

against Islam v/ore creating serious misundersta*'dln,fjG in the mind.;
I

of the people, which had to be counteracted by religioiis, social 

and educational reforms.

The second danger v/as political in nature based on tho orrr- 

neous assumption, that the Muslins of India had boon conspirJng 

acrinrt the British, 14

12. S .’;. ^ibdullah s Urdu Prose UH'- r tho In/"!‘■or.cc r-̂' i- o;=- ’
■ Ahr.Gd Khan, p.J’S; pnbl:’.s};ed ly lo-’ 1- V

1 3 .  R a m  B a b u  S a l c s e n a  ; k  i l - t s t . o r v  c ’f  U r d u  L i t - c t i r " ; ,  n .  r ' . ' . L .
14. !;auTan? llali ; Hayat-e-Javec'^, n. 11̂ .̂
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% •

- rdnn o-iLrlml 2

Findlrc that the time vaa nov) ripo for forciulating a scheme

of liberal oclucf;tlon lor the people of Inclja, particularly tho 

I'usllmG, on anglo-orieutol Liiic;;, he or{ja!iii;eci an Educational 

Board of which he was the Secretary. Soon, a comprehGnslve sciieme 

was drnwn up by the Board, hlg!ri.if:hting the ostabllshmcnt of a 

control institution. It clearly pointo.1 out tho prcjud;ices enter

tained by conservative and orthodox Muslims as absurd and detrl- 

iiientnl to the best interest of >he coniiiiunity. It finally brought 

home the convictiony hovi n e c c r y  it ijds to rescue ancient 

Muslin learning from oblivion, to Imbibe new arts and sciences add 

to place the work of Muslim education in purely Mohamrnaden hands 

with a view to training Muslim children in.the best tradition of 

Islam.

1 4 ^.* -1

This was. Indeed, a wholesome scheme, Inclusively pure and 

.simple and o:-:clusive].y rich in detail, for the creation of a 

Mus'J lu IJr.iVi rsity. r.;i.r Syed threw hiiriseif heait and soul into tho 

task of socuiiu- oubi-Lirlpticns foi' ills Col],oce. In less tiiaa four 

years he collected sufficient fuiids to establish the School

which developed into a Residential College on 24th Hay 1375, that 

being the auspicious day of Queen Victoria's birth.

In June 1876, Sir 3yed retired from Gov. rnment service and 

personally looked after the institution by settling down at

15. G.S. Srjnivasachari : Social and Religious Movements in the
I.liiCteentii Century, p. 27

16. Ibid., p.- 27.

imm’
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» t]-Jon Llort.-GcV’ rnor .of the

UnUrd Provlncos, r.ccurod tho prosent slto for the Alicarh Col- 

Lovfl llorthbrooV: toclc great intcroct In this institution 

*snd v;as to have la:W the foundation-stone of the Colle"e, hut as 

he rosicned the Viceroyalty shortly afterwards, he could not do 

so. He was the first big donor of Rs,10,000/- to the College.^® 

Cn the Sth January 1877, Lord Lytton came to A.ligarh and laid the

19foundation-stone.

In 1878  ̂Intermediate classes were opened*, in 18S1 B.A, and 

M.A. classes were Introduced and the institution accomriodated 

1,000 boarders, had ten boarding-houses which developed an atmos

phere of educational traditions of its own. Sir Syed was as care

ful of moral training and discipline of his pupils as he was ,of

20
their success in examinations.

It was one of the foremost objects of the College to impart

’religious instruction along with secular subjects, as its founder

firri].'' thnt oculsr education without religious training

21
was "coi.ipv rntivoly fi tile and inerfective” .

It took about twenty-five years for the College to build up 

its academic standards and its traditions. Sir Syed had to travel

17. C.S, SrJnivasachari ; Social &  Eeligious llover.ents in the
Nineteenth Century, p. 28

18. Ibid., p. 28
19. Ibid., p. 28
20. Ibid.’,' p. 28
21. Jbid ., p. 28
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thr*- r*-'.it. the 3ot;frtli and brt’adth of the country .■it lys ov/n c;tpen3e,

pxhortlnr h1s co-i'<7l.1.glonjGts to glvi-, p;«'i',cutiiary help to the nev;

instituti^on nnd creating nn intnroct in V/cst rn educatjon. Kc-

chcr rfnlly unclerwont all vjorivios ani troubles and at last his

22
enrnost endoavours v;ere crounod v/ith succcss.

20
•

:

^  Catholic sxjirit v/as ol''Served in the founder of the

College in openinc its doors to Hindus, Cliristians and Parseos
/

alike, along with the Kuslims. Unlike the I/adras Pachiayappa's 

College and the Benaras Central Hindu College, the ^igarh  Col

lege admitted students professing different religious faiths. 23

Sir Syed's principal aim v;as to revive Islarnic socicty on 

modern conception of religion cotapatible v;ith the spirit of 

progress. To achieve this, he endeavoured to discover scientific 

'truths' in the Quran and proved that the scripture and the 

physical scicnces are not opposed to one another.

Sir Syed some of the problems of Kuslini society :

:;ciont.’f:,c interpretation of Islanij a nevj emphasis on

tho peruoiial,̂  by uf the Holy ‘-rophot,̂  th'’ doctrine of abrogation

(iJasiiih rai-i3ukh)j a criticisiii of the fundamental principles of 

Hsdith and Fiqliaj Islam in relation to progress, civilisation 

ana high?r education} slavery and Islairj progress of society and 

IslPm A V

22, C.G. •Cr;ln:ivasachcri : Social i’ neligious Movements in the 
nineteenth Century, p. 29 

^^3. I b i l . j  p.  30
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81r Politics

A rctrospGct of the earllGr events throws light on Sir Syod

*AtoGd Klian's socio-politicsl career. The Mutiny of 1857 was an 

eye-opener to Sir Syecl, -vjhich made him realise the seriousness of 

the social and political conditions. in India. By terperabent, politics 

had no appeal for him, but the socio-political circumstances 

shaped and affected his thinking. The safe-guarding of the 

interest of the people and the stability of the Government be

came his primary concern. The --political awaltening in

the people compelled him to realise the Importance of political 

events which were agitating the minds of men of his times.

Lord Lytton^who 'v;as Sir Syed's guest at Aligarh in 1877, 

was much impressed by his personality and his erudition and no

minated him a member of the Imperial Legislative Council in 1878. 

It was a very happy moment of his life, as he realised in his mn  

person the cherished desire he had expressed in 1858. Ke v;as ap

pointed again a member in 1831 by Lord Ripon an5 remained in the 

Council for five years and did yeoman service to his .country.

Ke \!cX3 the first Indian vho v;as permitto'^ to Intx-ocii.ico pri

vate bills, which eventually found place on the Indian Statute 

24
Book. The Vaccination Bill and the Kazi’s kct vere inti-oduccd 

and passed-at his own initiative. In the h^at of opposition by 

the then Lieut.-Governor of the Punjab, Sir Syed made an. inspirine' 

and memorable speech, every \?ord of. v;hich turned out to be truu 

in tiio courrc of events.

24. C .S. Srinivasachari : Social A: Religious Ilovements in tiii 
Nineteenth Century p. 30.

w
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0n*12th January 1883, In the course of a discussion on

Central Provinces Local Self-Government Blll,.l» fervently

lected to the introduction of the principle ofi el«ctl)«Un IndlC
 ̂ «JucJk̂ !

In fact, Sir Syed favoured the system of elections^whlch was'

^^rncorporated in the Montague Chelmford Reforms,^ and opposed 

the system of representation by|elect4'wjuHe observed i

” The system of representation by election means 

the representation of the views and Interests of the 

majority of the population, and. In countries, whara 

the population is composed- of one race and one creed, 

it is no doubt the best system that can be adopted.

" But, in a country like India, where caste dis

tinctions ctlll flourish’, where there Is no fusion of 

the various races, where religious distinctions still " 

prevail, where education in its modern sense has not 

made an equal or proportionate progress among all tha 

sections of the population, I am convinced that the 

introduction of the principle ,of eleotion, pure and 

simple, for representation of various Interests on 

the Hocal Boards and District Councils would be at

tended vrfth evils of greater significance than purely 

eeonomic considerations. So long as differences of 

race and creed and distinctions of caste form an 

Important element in the socio-political life of 

India and influence her inhabitants In matters con

nected with the administration and welfare of the 

country at large, the system of election, pure and 

simple’, cannot be safely adopted. The majority com

munity would collectively over-ride the interests of 

minority community, and the Ignorant public would 

hold the Government responsible for introducing

■ measures which might make the differences of race 

and creed more,sharp than ev e r ."^

S6, C,S, Srlnivasachari t Social &  Religious Movements In the 
Nineteenth Century, p* 30.

26, Ibid., p. 31. ^

%
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a
Sir Syed’s concept of ̂ nation was not based upon communal, 

•sectional or religious considerations. He defines it as a con

glomeration of all inhabitants of one country irrespective of 

castes, colour or religion. Hindus, Muslims, Europeans and

Eurasians are the subjects of the same Government and inh<J/bit

 ̂27
the same country. Different as their political status is,

28
socially/ they all are one nation. Society binds individuals 

or groups together. Hindus and Muslims have close relationship 

with one another in social majjters, while politics sets them 

apart.^  In his speech at Gurdaspur on 27th January 1884, he 

said^ "We (Hindus and Muslims) should try to become one heart and 

soul and act in unison; If  united, we can support each other, if 

not the effect of one against the other would to the des

truction and downfall of both. In the old historical books and 

traditions you have read and heard, and we see it even now, that 

all the people inhabiting one country are designated by term one 

nation. So that from the oldest times the word nation is ap

plied to the inhabitants of one country, though they may differ

in their characteristics.

■1

" Hindu and Mohsmmadan br^thern, do you not people any country 

other than Hindustan? Do you not inhabit the same land? Are you 

not burnt and burled on the same soil? Do you not tread the 

sane ground and live upon the same soil? Remember that the words 

Hindu and Mohammadan nre only meant for religious distinction;

27.‘ '̂4̂ kammal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p, 168

,  . 23

28. I.b id ,, p. 167 
29, The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 1888, p. 800.
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• •
otherwise all persons, whether Hindu or Mohammadan, even Chriotlanf 

who reside In this country, are all in this particular respect be

longing to one and the same netion. Then all the different sects 

con only be described as one nation; they must each and all unite 

for the EOod of the country which is common to all,"®®

He opposed the Indian National Congress and advised Muslims 

to stay out of it, because-it was too presumptuous and not because 

It was predominantly Hindu, He would have advised Hindus to stay 

out of it too, had he reasons to offer advice to them or to sup-
• ^

pose it would have been accepted. Already he had dissociated

himself from a purely Muslim movement of the same type and for the

same reason. He withdrew his active support from the National

Mohammadan Association, founded by Amir All and -’-hers of the

31
younger Muslim group at Calcutta in 1877.

In 1887, Lord Dufferln appointed Sir Syed a member of the Pub^ 

lie Service Commission.^ U he w ^  able to do very useful service 

to his country. He str6ngly advocated the retention of the Statu

tory Civil Service whereby Indians, without being appointed the

Civil Service Conimission in England, might aspire to rise by the

32
highest posts in India, He gave expression to his views thus :

" The British rule in India is perhaps the most wonder

ful phenomenon the history of the World has ever seenj 

and I sincerely hope that the results which are destined 

to follow from it will be still more wonderful, I have

30, .C,S, Srlnivasachari : Social & Religious Movements in the
Nineteenth Century, p. 32.

31, W.C, Smith : Modern Islam in India, pp. 18 and 19
32, C.Si Srinlvasacheiri » Social & Religious Movements in the

Nineteenth Century, p. 34.
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26

heard it said that the English rule in India is for the 

sake of England* I have also been told that England rules 

India for the good of India. I ,  for one, am an advocate 

of neither of these opinions. I regard the British rule 

in India as a benefit both to India and to England, and 

the more we advance, the more clearly we shall see the 

advantages which both countries derive from this union.

The prosperity of India Is the prosperity of one of the 

most important and most intrinsic portions of the British 

empire, and it is my sincere conviction that any policy 

must be unsound which does not consider the interests of 

the t>/o countries identical. I do not consider that the 

mission of England In this country is to educate It in 

order to leave it. On the contrary, I hope, a day may 

come when the people of India will regard England not as a 

greedy accumulator of wealth, nor as a foreign tyrant, 

but as a mother from whom they desire nourishment and 

support, both material and Intellectual, .'-'it will be a 

day of the greatest prosperity to India, and of the 

greatest glory to England, The British rule in India 

will then be upon the basis of eternal strength — 

fearless of any foreign aggression or inimical policy.

The more we advance in our political course, the stronger 

will become the ties of friendship between us and the 

British rule will then be regarded, neither as a rule of 

conquest and of arms, nor as a calamity to India, but as

a great blessing from Heaven, .,33

I

l it  3yed and Social Reforms

Sir Syed expressed the view*that the religion of Islam bore 

no other feelings towards Christians than those of real friend

ship, If- there are any people in the world with whom Muslims

33. Tahzeebul Akhlaque, Vol. Ill , ffo,19, 1289 H ,, p, 188.
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(jiight to hBVe friendly relctions, they are Christians, vho are 

styled in the Muslim scripture as 'Ahl-e-Kitab*, the ’People 

with Holy Scriptures'

It was the belief of Sir Syed that mankind was created to

do good to all. To believe in universal brotherhood of man, its

the height of morality. Against such a background, political

relations would give rise to feelings of mutual friendship and

36cordiality. In fact, Sir Syed held liberal views on social 

questions and bitterly opposed conservatism preached by the 

liullas. Unlike the latter, he favoured the idea of reforming 

or changing out-dated social customs for the betterment of his 

comnun)<fity *

26

He earnestly believed that it was high time for Musliei s > 

to set on foot systematic social reform. He believed that it 

should proceed without affecting Islam, He always remarked that 

it was fchelr own fault tTiat they allowed religion to enter 

into every social matter. He wisely discriminated betv;een reli

gion and society. He showed great moral courage in breaking the 

barriers of customs which did not permit inter-dining between 

KusliKS' and- Snglishmen,

Sir Syed was, indeed, a man of calibre. He had the courage 

to face the retorts ar.d rebukes that were hurled at him by his 

comnunity because he set out to reform out-dated customs.

34, Tahzeebul Akhlaquo, Vol, II I , No,19, 1289 H ,, p. 189,
35, Ibid., p. 189, * * *
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27 ...:

Sir Syed was a great champion of women's rights. He v/as no 

less in favour of discording the purdah, as it was a hindering 

factor in the way of their education and progress, 

the
He was of/definite opinion that the progress of female edu

cation depended on the education of men. He saw the necessity of 

widening liberal education. He was earnestly anxious that Muslim 

girls should be brought up-and educated in a proper manner. But 

any scheme envisaging the spread of education among girls, through 

the agency of schools was with him a premature adventure. He was 

of the opinion that the system of home education prevailing in 

the educated and cultured society was beneficial to the community 

at that stage. He advocated the cause of female education on 

lines of least change or modification and Condemned the tendency 

to Anglicise the Muslim girls. He went so far as to say that 

inter-comrnunal marriages were a curse to the society.

Sir Syed presented his theory of social reform as >lchalr-e-« 

jari*, Social welfare does not consist in constructing bridges 

or mosques or palaces» These are not as permanent as the service 

done to human or national cause have neither authoritative

sanction of religion, nor is there any reward for such works in 

the world beyond. By recognising them as virtuous acts, the idea 

of service gets discredited. Social service should lead to the 

cultivation of the qualities of truthfulness, honesty, morality, 

love and sympathy in man.®®
♦

36. Mukanmal Majmooo Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p. 120.
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Tho social refor::n which attracted his attentiofi and about i* ^

which he wrote incessantly included the topics of poverty, 

vice, ignorance, orphans, beggary and widow-renarrlage. He vas

of tho view that poverty is the root-cause of vice and crime -

37 1
which plague hunian society. He traced the causes of vice in

the vicious human nature, social environment, lack of control •

. n 38 ^
and defiance of social norms.

1

Sir Syed devoted his attention to the care of orphans with , 

a view to ir-proving their lot, Benef5tting from the experience:^ 

he had of the Western countries in looking after the orphans,

he sug":ested the ways for,their protection and their v/elfare.^^’
i:

He appealed to the good sense of the people to help tiie

40 * •
orphanages with money and material.

i

Beggary had been condemned by him as a great hindrance to j 

individual and national progress. It creates inimorality and |
I

social disequilibrium and degrades the individual and tho j

41 I
nation. He v;es also aware that if it is not tackled in time,

it would go to negate all efforts for social uplift and

42
national progress.

• ^  -i

37. Tahzeebul Akhlaque, 1st Moharram 1289 H ., p. 120 ,
38. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 12th September 1873, p« 120 :

The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 24th llarch 1871, p. 178
40. Ibid., p. 178 !
41. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 26th December 1873, p. 812
42. Ibid., p. 812.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



• t

I .
»

I

Sir Syed poignantly polr^ted out tliG ovlls of enforced

wldovliood. Tho vonan is in need of gentle treatment at the haniis

of t'fin bocause of her delicate nature and especially the widow, j

43
^lor.rvns all human sympathies. The evl] that has spread on

- • -r of the suppression of wbdflw-rernarriage tarnishes the fair 

-n ' lluslim society. He appealed to the Muslims to encourage
«

M  v’-ronarrlRge and earn the blessings both in this world and ^

44
1V*- i"xt for their virtuous deeds.

V
Sir Syed's approach to the problem of widow-reinarriage was 

’ore realistic. He’ expressed the shallowness of the religious 

'\’Mtude  towcrds the perpetuation of this evil. He pleaded for 

I'lrpnlsed charity to fight the cause of widows.

In Sir Syed's phlldisophy, 'self-help' stands out pre- , 

crinent as an active lever in the general upllftment of man.

No progress can be possible, unlSes_it is based on Individual  ̂

character and self-help.

iillr Syed was not unaware of what the Ilusliii-Ls liad achieved 

in the past and how they had fallen subsequently in the present 

age. This unhappy state of affairs was entirely due to their 

social nalalse. It was only by educating them that their i îoral, 

social rrd economic conditions could be improved. He believed

43. The Allgsrh Institute Gazette, 17th October 1873, p, 651
44, Ibid., p. 651.
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thrt political rights and privileges could come to the Muslims as 

a result of tlieir acquisition of modern Icnovledge and not 

tlTTQUgh political agitation or propaganda. It vas through educa- 

lion, trade, commerce and social reforn that they could attain the 

status of a free civilised community. In this manner, Sir Syed 

summed up his socio-political convictions in the interest of his 

conmunjty. In virtue of his struggle for the cause he championed 

iind the social service he rendered to the country and the commu

nity, Sir Syed occupies a prominent place in modern Indian History,

Sir Syed breathed his last on 28th March 1898, full of* 

honours and achievements and was buried in the great Mosque of his 

Col]^^ge at Aligarh, So passed away a great and noble soul, the 

rmn who showed a new path of knov;ledge ard enlightenment and built 

an edifice of social and national importance. His work has 

indeed a lasting value and w illX  serve as a beacon of light ^  

to come.

30
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ClIAPI'”'  ̂ JT' ■ 

lllDlVlDUkL /-IJI; SXIAL RELATIONSHIP
• •

Sbcial lifo  iP the result of human responses and social rola- 

tlonsjiips. Th’.jy c ..iro-»e cl-.rnges in Individuals and l i fe . In other 

words, social relations depict the Interaction of human mind due 

fo the ODoratlon of human interests and ore a continuous reappear

ance of the phenor •- of i>oliavi-ur indlv^duals.

The development of human personaljty is governed by the posi-
f

tlve and negstive aspects of social relations, iAs Cooley observes^ 

they !ire not a series of futile repetition of conflJcts, but an

I
31

eto.i'.al, cnvard growth of increasingly hijmane, rational and co-

Lv

2
operative types of hitman beings,^ They are, In fact, universal,

and occur in all human groups and at all cultural levels,'

Social IntGractlon or rolntionship leads to contacts of indi

viduals, The process of social relations is a factor of the 

developnent of human personality. It changes human nature and 

the pattern of cul.turo. Every individual achieves the status of
3

a peraonallty as a result of his participation in the group,

'Social rolationshlp Involves reciprocity in the field of 

social or individual internct 1 on, Vfhere th>. re is no interaction, 

th^rf- is no social relationship.

1. no; r-'lus : The Dovolorrnont of .Soc'al ThouEht, ̂ PV. 40̂  ̂ rnU W .  
T', F .  .Gv/r n  n n d  i ' , . ' ,  ICliir ’ : l u t u .  ;3 o c  p .  4 b b ,

Print-'fjo Hall, Inc. ’.‘ew , 1 .
n. . : • - ' . -ivi : -f’  ̂ Vo IJoolo^ony,
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‘ *
Human society Is^viowod as a soclnl rolationshlp through

• •

whi’ch, and by roar s of which, individuEls communicate v;lth each
I

other, shere common knowledge and understanding, attain a certain 

objective and work out a mode of l i fe . Social relationships- 

exist in some form or other within every society, or group, or 

institution. No society exists without the elements'of co- 

j operation and conflict, sj^mpathy and jealousy, love and hatred.Vwiau.

' \ Sir Syed observes that social relationship makes man active partl-

4
cipant ill society. Evory individual has the capacity of abandon-

f
ing evil under the pressure of good environment and of acquiring 

comi»tendable habits,® He gets rid of the negative aspect of his 

cherac^'^r, takes to virtue and does good in order to acquire a 

good name. Since the world is transitory and life  is short, man

7
Is remembered after his death for his virtuous and righteous depdsi-

Sir SJned defines social relationship as an interaction of indi

viduals. It  an individual looks into his own self, he will find 

the existence of a dual relationship. One is his relation to God
\ O

rnd the other is his relation to fellow-beings, The laten  should not 

bo a couse for hatred or enmity tov;ards fellow-being s , One must 

r̂ 'F̂ nrd others as brothers and bestow love and rffection on them*

\'le hove to tnke into nccouiit positive aspccfcs of social rolatlcpshlp 

as lova, friendship, co-oporatlon, kindness and sympathy. Such 

adoption is the only waj* by ich ob ..Uencc to Goc ,̂ broth-'rly

I

4 . '.’ho ScJcntiflc Society, Ali-?rh, 7th June 18C7, pp, 361 and 362 
U .ld ., p. 360 
lb-! I . ,  p. 26V.

7 . Ib id ., V. PC;

, I . 1 14
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feollngs, sense of social unity and human sympathy can be develop-

ed, it 5s Indeed the first step tov/srds the functioning of

Sir Syed considers social relationship as a sine qua non for

th?̂  freB play of social interaction in classes, groups, societies

end institutions. There are many matters In which individuals may

share the cultural and social heritage with others as brothers.

They may help one another, develop anong themselves true

love, eF.-:ablish true friendihip and promote genuine desire for

the progress of their c o u n t r y . I n  this way, the whole world’

becomes one city in whicli dlf5'erent nations live , having their

12
needs common. Thus they depend upon one another in an un

conscious functioning of social relationship.
13

Sir Syed describes anotiier characteristic of social rolatlon-

-ship, that it changes jith the p^c' of time. Time itself is a

dotornini.ng f'Actor. fis the force of universal change cannot

be evaded, so tlie future form of relationsiiip cannot be prodlct-

14
ed with any amount of cortojnty. Since evory change works 

gr-'dually and slowly, tiio future can bo foretold only on the 

" ’a of oxporicnce.^^ Tj.io chnngor, human tlioughts, beliefs,

, The Scientific Society, A H r*’rh, 7 .6 .1 i '7 , p. 114
. T M d .,  n. 114 .'J »
. Ib id ., p. 170
. Ib id ., n. 171

Tahnorbn.l AkJilnquo, o ] . T [ T, Ir.t Ra.ijab i:?89 II., p. 1"0
15. Tahzo.^bul A!:hlrquo, Vol. I ,  l.'-U n. 1:X).
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traditions and customs. But moral values are «ot subject tt> 

changes. ‘ Sympathy or love defies the law of time. Thus, social 

relationship Is affected by temporal changes or by a succession 

of events.

Social relations play a significant role In society. They

remov̂ e shortsightedness and conservatism, create healthy feelings

17
pnd eliminate prejudices. Nations or individuals ere-Equally

benefited by, and acquainted vjith, each other's Ideas by coming

X8
into close contact and fostering Intimacy, Thus, progress Is

f
achieved and feeli;igs of mutual co-operation are cherished by *

nations or individuals, for making contacts is one of the human

instincts, Ther§| is no bar of religion, country or region to

19
social relationship. Narrow-mindedness creates social distance

and'misuoderstanding which ultimately become a hindrance in

the attainment of progress,^ The remedy for this lies in the

establishment of social relationship between individuals,’

21
societies and nations.

Sir Syed observes that- some nations, even professing dif

ferent religions or creeds, move forward because of social rela

tions a^d contacts, while ,others having no social contacts
22

remain unprogreaslve. Social relations are the main soarces of

23
acquiring such qualities as good character and honesty. If

16. Tahzoebul Akhlaque, Vol. I , 1311 Hijra, p, 120
17. The Illgarh Institute Gazette, 20tli October 1871, p* 660 
IB. Ibid,, p. G60
19, Ibid,, p, G60 . *
20, Ibldj, p, 660

• 21. Ibid,, p. 660
22, Ibid,, p, 661 I
23, Ibid., p. 661 .
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contacts w^th others are abandoned, progress or'general/level. -

24
»opaent is retarded. k nation which has no desire to make 

contacts with others, cannot take advantage of new Ideas and 

there can be little hope for Its feforms. Ignorance, social dis

tance and conservative thinking and living become the order of

the da/ when an Individual or a nation abandons relations with 

26
others*

Sir 3yed|^studies social relationship in respect of Indivi

dual and society. He classifies human relationship under two 

categories positive and negative. He includes good behaviour, . 

moderation, self-culture, sympathy, co-operation, respect.for others, 

nobility, truthfulness, sociability and imltatioa In the posi

tive aspects of relationship. He calls Jealousy, short-sighted

ness, mendacity, hypocricy, bigotry and flattery as negative as

pects of relationship.

POSITIVE ASPECTg. OF SOCIAT. BEI^TTOHSHTP

1L» Good Behaviour

The success of human actions in society depends on good

Individual behaviour. National progress, national honour and

national reform can come through good habits, good behaviour and

good character and not by titles and high posts ,^  Sir Syed

stresses the point that in order to bring about a state of

civilised existence, man should show regard and respect for the

24, The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 20.10.1871, p. 113 
26. Ibid., p. 661 * *
26. Intetfab-e-Mazameon Sir Syed, p« 70.

• 36
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feeJlr^js, scrtlrtnts, belief?, convictions arc! alras or his * 

fellow-bel-fif; otherwise chaotic conditions woulrt pr'^vull in

• p7
society. therr is no U’-ifor.fiity of hu lan act ion

.thltiklnr, so it is difficult to appraise the individual merits, 

vievs, dogmas and beliefs. Sir Syedj wants the people to res- 

 ̂ pecc others' views, but at the same time he holf^s i

ir t to yield to the views of the opponent or a superior 

person in order to please him, is not the way of good beha

viour. One should adhere to truthfulness, virtue and kind-

28
hec .’tednei's in dealing with opponents. Impoliteness and

29
uisbeftaviour are social evils. The behaviour of an Indivi

dual should comprise good actions, friendly attitudes, proper 

ettic^w^ctte and noble manners. The attainment of permanent 

and full independence depends on good behaviour. Sir Syed 

quotes John Stuart Mill that even a despotic Governaient 

canrot bring disaster to a country, if its people are 

onuowed individually with the ideas of reforfn and progress.

The thing that is hartnful for reform and progress is the form 

of derpotic GovtrnmenC, which, undermines good human qualities and

36

27. Inteqab-e-Mazaojeen Sir Syeu, p. 43. 

2b. Ibid ., p, 4o

29. ii^h^eebul Akhlaque, Vol. I I ,  p. 129,

30. Ibid ., p. 13U.
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crentea bed qualities In man. i tho idea of subjectlnc oneself

to the despotic will of »-he rulor Is a great hindrance to hujnan

progre^ anl civilisation and is the chief cause of •unclvillspd-

r.03S' anti 'urculturedness' In India, Turkey, Egypt and other

• 35
parts of Asia, Sir Syed adds, that any people, who have loci 

qualities of good behaviour, cannot be helped even by a good

• ernment,

11^. M o d e r a t i o n

Sir Syed lays ei^phasis bn the need for moderation in

human action aitl relationship* J5vc-ry human work or action

within limits is good and suitable for society. Whosoever

maintt ' e moderation in action, lives a life of harmony and

37
coioands respect among his fellovy-beings. Thus moderation

38
in human actions has a unique social value,

ill). Self>CuTtyrQ

Sir Syed deals with self-culture in tho context of tlie status

39
and place of man in society. To him, man is the noblest creation 

of God, He is endcn»;ed with powers that, if properly developed, 

rightly directed and effectively controlled, will taka lilm to any 

height of pi'ogrofs in the sphere of human a c t i v i t y , A s  is the 

noblest of creation, he should understand and appreciate the 

purpoao for which he is created,

34, M&zaincen C,ix Syed, p. 67
36. Ibid., n. C7
:^6. Tftlizeetul AWilnque, Vol, I I , p. 132
37. Aligarh Institute Gazette, I4t}i I'l'brurry 18",'3, p« 105
35. Ib id ., p. 105
3y. T);o ocjentlfJo 3ocl<<ty, Aligarh, 10th January ls''S, p. 29 
40. IM  t. r,, ;:<)
*’ . I ‘ , j.. r.’9

3^
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Sir Sy'ed considers human mind as a controlling and directing

42 * *
force. It is only the disciplined or cultured human mind that

can bring about harmony and bliss for man and the society,'^

Since mind is the source of self-culture, man achieves social

44
, status, progress and prosperity through its functioning. It

45
5s, indeed, a sovereign force working in human bo<  ̂. It is,

erefore, necessary to guard it against unhealthy influences of

46
society which work for its undoing.

The greatest enemy of the human mind is the lower-self

(nafs-e-ammara) which gives vent to passions and defies moral

a, 47
values, ’Nafs-e-amraara' is the demonic force that rules man.

It op.,*ate3 from within, works stealthily and acts deceptively.

If no care is taken against its subtle and mischievous machina-

48
tlons and promptings, man is lost for ever. It is the charac

teristic of 'nafs-e-amraara• that it gives the illusion of a

51

49 60
friend. It presents vice as virtue. In unguarded moments

the human mind submits to It and untold troubles befall him,'

In the field of social relationship, Judgments are formed on 

the appreciation of human capabilities for social Integration 

and for sponsoring the cause of social welfare. The spirit 

sacrifice is given its due place in human affairs and the spirit

4 2 . The Scientific Socioty, Aligarh, 10.1.1868, p. 29
43 . Ibid,, p. 29
4 4 . Ibid ., p. 29
46 . Ibid., p. 29
4 5 . Ibid ., p. 29
4 7 . Ibid ., p . 29
4 8 . Ibid*, p. 29
4 9 . Ibid., p . 29
50. Ibid., p. 29 
61 . Ibid., p. L'9
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of SQlf-lnt?)r^5t Is socially condemnod,^^ In other words, toan,

devoid of self-culture, Is Isolfited In society. Social vices are

53
born of ecotlsm and self-centrlsm. The fact Is that Indivi

dual good Is BO linked with social good that it is hardly poaslfcle

54
•for an individual to prosper at the expense of society. What

55
h«? gains at the cost of society iâ  a temporary gain. Therefore, 

n the cultivation of self-culture, word and deed, thoi;ght and 

otlon, nre equally I m p o r t a n t , E v i l  thoughts are as 

dl-astrcus in their consequences as evil actions. This is dua

to ^he fact that the mental fatuity of man plays a decisive •

58
role in the development of his personality. The discipline of

59
mind is the prime necessity. Sir Syed, in fact, gives a religl-

, 0U3 c^^iour to his social philosophy by making the good of this

life and of the next depend on social good. Thus the social func-

60
tion of man assumes a metaphysical significance in his eyes.

For him, indeed, social good is based on the fear of God; which

factor can make man sacrifice his eelf-interest for the achieve-

6X
mont of a higher social goal. Thus, God is not simply to bo 

worshipped In lonely meditation, but is a force that inspires 

Eian to social action.®^ In fact, this is self-culture as con

ceived by Sir Syed, It is this quality of self-culture which

6.?. Tlie Gclontlfic Society, Aligarh, 10th November 18G9, p, 32. 
53. Ibid ,, p. 32 e .
Crl, Ibld.j p, 32 
65, Ibid, p. 32 

Ibid ,, p. 32
57. Ib id ,, p, 32 
6S. Ibid ,, p, 32 
59. Ib id ., p, 32 
to. IbliU, p. r>2

• Cl. Tho iJclt'iitlflc Society, Aligarh, 28th October 18o7. p. 836 
Ibll., p.

I
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brings happl'noss to on® and all, and Is a \>̂ -̂ c«fn-llght fox' gsho-
CQ

rations to come. On other hand, If man Is self-centred and

pursiyjs only his personal ends In utter disregard of the in-

64
torests of others, he Is hated, dishonoured and denounced.

40

iv). S y r p a t h y

Sir Syed’ s Idea of sympathy forms part of the wider pro- 

of the interplay of factors in human society, lian should
a
entertain sympathy for others and serve hla own Interest with

out being self-centred,^^ The individual draws his strength from 

collective sympathy which works through individuals. In this

way, human sympathy assumes a concrete sliape and contributes to

66
the gr. th of the group. Sympathy is not merely passive con

templation but an active reaction. It evokes a strong response 

in the human heart and lifts man from a state of helplessness 

to a state of helpfulness. Sympathy creates submission to 

God and strengthens thejfeelings. It also cements brotherhood,
A

national unity and.paves'the way for social progress,
i

To help others in distress Is an act of sympathy. Every act 

of nature has some benefit behind it , though It is difficult to 

understand its mystery. To help others, directly or indirectly,

63. The Scientific Society, Aligarh, 28th October 1867, p. 834 
Ibid., p. a34 ’ *

65. Ibid., p. 834
ee. Ibid., pp,834 & 835
67. Ibid., p. 835
68. Tahreebul Akhlaque, Vol, I I , p,23, Nnvil Kishora Press, Lahora,

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



13 to holp onoseir. In reality, social sympathy I 3 sympathy with 

69*
OTWSOlf *

Generally, ve understand by sympathy a kind of help which

la renriered to somebody in distress and misery. But misery is

• relative. What is misery for one in certain circumscances is no

70
-IsGry for another.

Kindness, sociabil.lty and sympathy do not connote the snnte

neoninc. Kindness Is a natural virtue whicli Is not confined to

man. Sociability is found only among living fellow-croatures, '

Sympathy is born of wisdom and is characteristic of man alone.

Therefore, one who is not sympathetic is not completely human,

71
Abrei.cti of sympathy adversely affects society.

Human beings are Involved In social interaction. The closer

is the kinship, the greater is the sympathy. Sympathy plays an

Important role in society. It starts from one's home and spreads

over the vhole world, but, with its extension, it begins to lose

its force. True sympathy is that which is based on the law of 
70

Kature,

. 41

CD. Tahzcebul AJJilaque, Vol. IJ , p.
70, l lld ,, p, 23
71, Ibid ., p, 23
72, Ib id ., p, 23
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v). Co-oporatiort *

C o - c p 'ration as a positive social relationship pronotes

com-Ton good# Sir Syed defines the process of co-oprratlcn as a

fcrm'of social interaction wherein tvo or more persons work to-

73
cethor to attain a common goal. It is a voluntary social re- 

latlonshlp and comprehensive In its effect. Co-operation works

74
'n countless ways. The aim of a person becomes one with the 

75
n of another. This idea thus acquiros a collective force

76
and prevails in the society.

Sir Syed describes the necessity of co-cperatlon. In the

absence of co-operation in society, individual success is not

possible. Co-operation Is essential for the realisation of human

values of friendship and love. This contributes to the develop-

77
ment of national good as a whole. Another advantage of co-

78
opf^rGtlon is Immunity from the oppression of the State, It 

Is a significant fact that co-operation among individuals can 

enln such intensity and strength as to counteract successfully 

the tyranny of the State, This has becane very clear in modern 

tluies when the State has assumed such powers as to allow very 

little fretdoin to the individual. This conflict between indi

vidual and the State has bi-come a baffling problem of modern

73. F.K. Merrll and H.W, Eldredge : Culture A Socloty, p, 494 

Prentjce Hall, New York.

7*1. Arnold W, Grt-on j Sociology, p, 59, McGraw Hall Co,,
Now York, 1966.

75. Ib id ., p. 434
76. Ib id ., p. 43-1
77. Safar Natna-e-runjab Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, p. 10 
7fi, IbJd.,, p, 10

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



timrjc. Thus, Sir Syed, with extraordinary forcslclit, hcd rightly

o'.ph.cised tho importanae of the spirit of co-cperatlon as a great

c onnntlns  force working for the preservation of Individual free-

79
•dcri and the promotion of individual well-being.

The co-operative spirit cannot he confined to any creed or 

£0
caste. The fear among men, that the spirit of co-operation vlll

•timately lead to the formation of anti-religious forces, is

h:;rdly jus t if led In reality, has nothing to fear

82
froiri anything, least of all, from the spirit of co-cperaticn, •

Co-operation is a great socio-cultural force. The records 

of history confirm the view that co-operation had anlmatod the 

noti'^ soul of the great civilisations of the past, Tho Indivi

dual has ti\/ed not in Isolation, but as part and parcel of ttc 

83
social whole.

It is sometimes argued that the difference in temperament 

?ind tha diversity of individual character make the universal ap

plication of co-operation impossible. Sir Syed concedes that

there Is a conflict of individual interests in a civilised socie

ty.®^ V:hat he insists upon is that it Is not the conflict of 

ludividual interests that counts, but it is the social basis of

79. The Scientific Society, Aligarh, 14th July 1871, No..-8,
Vol. VI, p. 434

30. Ib id ., p. 435 
ftl. Ib id ., p. 435

ecfr-rVeM-e-Punjab Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, pp. U  &  1^*
84. Ib id ., p. 12
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co-operation which Is essential for the develcpment of . clety,®^ 

In o^her words, Individual conflict does not preclude collectlv#

co-operation and in this way conflict and co-opcratlon go hand

► ^ ,  86 
In hand.

There can be no doubt that the realisation of national good

la desired by one and all. Individual differences do not coutt

87
hen the collective values are at stake. In the time of crisis,

Individuals give up all their dlfforonccs and disputes, because

88
any Injury to the nation as a whole adversely affects all. Sir

Syed compGres the nineteenth century West with India of that

time and laments that the spirit of co-operation that has animat

ed th« civilisation of the West and contributed to its glory,
pQ

was conspicuously absent in India, ^

44

vl) . Respect for others

Respect for others as a social value holds a special place

In the estimation of Sir Syed, But persons, who win respect In 

society on the basis of wealth, power and other forms of osten

tation display false glamour,^ Sir Syed argues that such per

sons deem themselves as rospecx;able, but their respect does not

85, Safar Nama-e-PunJab Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, p, 12
86, Ibid., p. 12 .
87, Ibid., p. 12 ^
88, Ibid., p. 12
89, Ibid., p. 12

 ̂ 90, rahze%bul Akhlaque, Safarul Muzaffsr 1313 H ., p. 100
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91 92

r€*?t on solid founfJation. It l3 without substance. R«3phct

'̂ 3
sboMd grow from within. It Is found In raor4 and spiritual 

values.^* In fact, real human worth cannot be aasessod b / mass
• 95

, It Is rather the verdict of one's own consclonca that

96

•45

opinion 

^ecldes 3t, Sir Syed attributes evory case of social relatlon-

97
ship to conscience or the sense of morality. It Is this

noral consciousness to which man should address himself In a

. 93
• ato of doUbt or despair.

v n ) . N Q b I  L .i .t jc

99
Nobility is acquired and not awarded by Nature. Nobility 

Is in fact a virtue which can be cultivated. Man is not born 

with ii’ lllty. It is , hov;ever, the privilege of imn to make 

nobility his asset. In the East, nobility is determined on the 

besic of ancestral lineage. Sir Syed raises his voice of pro

test against the unv/arranted monopoly of this virtue by the un

deserving few. According to him, nobility is a pi-rsri î] ucqul-

ICO
sltlon and not transferable by blood or profession.

Accident of birth does not Justify the creation of scclul dis

tinction among men. Individuals, who lack the virtues which their 
fore-

eninont/fathors posaoasod, try to live in the halo of tholr

91. TpJi^oclul Aklilaquo, Sfiffirul Muzaffar, 1313 H ., p, 100 
91.‘, Ibid ,, p. ICO ’
93. Ib id ., p. 100 
D-l. IMd p. 100

n i d . ,  p. 100 
^>. i b i d . ,  p. icx)

I M d . ,  p. 100 
^'8. I b i d . ,  p,  100

ICU, -i.ii Uriitlfic lioclet.y, A!if;nrh, 24th January . *•’̂ 5
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r o c d  nt:*o. Tut tlicse who ere rooTly noM o do not cite oxnmplGs

of tholr fcrefnthora to their c]Hjn to

Indoed, they have no claim to any vlrtuo. Their nobility is In

102
their nctual l iv in g . They loava their oxaciplo to posterity.

Tlio reai. nobility is tho ontcorae of o n « ' s ov;n p-.f sonal conduct 

103
and character. The prestige one enjoys on the merit of his

104
Irth redcnds to the credit of his ancestors only, Resp-̂ ct 

fer Lli-th , . fraught vltli crave d , Soc’otInu?s even per

AG

sons of no standing gain r-tsp̂ ict simply because they happen to 

ce the decendants of some great and noble p e r s o n a l i t ie s ,B u t  

such respect should not be given any encouragement,^®*^

' '.at then, is the hallmark of nobility? First of all, it 

J{? the feeling of gratitude expressed for all that we have 

through others. Gratitude also runs as a trait in the nobJllty 

of character. It is a true appreciation of one’s own debt to 

all those who have done good. Loyalty to tho benefactor is the 

Ideal of moral life , Man should have faith in moral virtue and

, 108 m.
cultivate trust in those to whom ho owes so much. Thus Sir 

Syed condemns Ingratitude as a moral sin. Gratitude Is also a i

foria of loyalty. To disown our benefactors is to betray our > J

ov.’nselves* Only loyalty to them can Inspire cotifldence in our- | j

selvcs.^®^ _____________  I

101. The Scientific Society, Allgarli, p. 58
101', Ib id ., p. f;B
103, Ib id ., p, 59 ;
104. Ib id ., p. 69 
10£. Ib l^ ,, p. S9 
106. IM n . ,  p. L9 
la ;. I M d . ,  p. 69
lOB. 1b id ,, p. 59 ;
109. Ib id ., p. CO

I
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11 ixJ-J-JiJL tUL J
Truthfulness Is a human quality os well os n social vlrtuo,

Thlifl Is looked upon by the worldly man as simple mockery and 

few, Indeed, tread the path ol’ truthfulness. There Is no doubt

• that adhorence to truthfulness has Its own difficulties,^^® Hence, 

Sir Syed calls upon man to stick to truth even at the cost of 

his life . But what ensnares the mind of man Is falsehood. Accord-

i\r to Sir Syed, the lure of falsehood Is grounded in a peculiar

form of human weakness. The moment lei.ptetlon, vanity, pomp and

show lose their hold on our qiinds, we become free from falsehood.

There ore, hovjever, degrees of falsehood. There is a falsehood

which captures only our fancy and does not take any firm root In 

112
the nd. This Is not dangerous. But if  vain Ideas overpower 

us and sink deep Into our hearts, then indeed we nro lost.

The path of truth leads to a life of self-realisation. Un

fortunately man turns to falsehood’because of tlic fear of his ovn 

klpd. But Sir Syed, as a religious man, justifies only one form 

of fear — the fear of God, which is the beginning of wisdom. The 

fear of Goa is the guarantee of t r u t h , I t  is often urged that 

to utter ti-uth in all circumstances would Involve man In serious 

altuatlons. Truth, thus, becomes harmful to life . But is it 

tiuo ? The fact is that it is not truth but lalsehood that Is 

fraufiht with serious consequences,^^®

110. The Scientific Society, Jlllgarh, LW h April IboG, p. 50
111. Ib id ., p, 60
1\2, Ib id ., p. ‘>0 
113, , p. So

• 11*1. Ib id ., p, 60 
116. Ib id ., p, 50
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Sir G^oi laj'5 dovn certain principles for the pursuft of 

truth. To speak truth requires freedom from all personal in

terests.^^ I’an should be Inspired with love of truth without
• 117

any vacillation, even in the most unfavourable circumstances.

118
Kon facos dangers and holds aloft the torch of truth. But a

•48

man who Is subject to personal Influence and the tyranny of pub-

120

119
Ic opinion, cannot hold his ground. In other words, he

swccumDs to* personal pressure and caniiot maintain any justice.

These conditions have a universal validity and can be observed

121
everywhere notwithstanding socio-cultural differences. Sir* 

Syed analyses the motivation that works in the individual in 

determining his attitude towards truth and falsehood. The

tenptucion to indulge in falsehood comes from personal considerations

xi ol

123

122
and the consequent neglect of social obligations. The good of

the society is sacrificed at the altar of individual caprice.'

Sir Gyed ultimately sees in religion the effective force to

124
counteract personal considerations. Only a man, endowed with 

religious fervour, can have the strength to defy his personal

1 Pfi
gains. The fear of Incurring pleasure or displeasure often 

restricts the freedom of speech and the sense of Justice, which 

obviously causes the suppression of truth. Similarly, cultural

IIG. The Scientific
117. Ibid. P* 425
118. Ibid. P* 425
119. Ibid. P* 425
IPO. Ibid. P* 425
121. Ibid. p. 425
122. Ibid. p. 425
123. Ibid. P> 425

Ibid. P* 425
,1M. Ibid. p. 425
12C. Ibid. p. 4:^5
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tredltions such as social etiquette and fear of current public

opinion, place restraint cn the free expression of truth* The

^nly force that can break all these restrictions, is the rellgl- 

127
OU3 principle. If even this principle Is allowed to be

crv'er-shedowed by other considerations, then there is no other

128
p(7-cr ir. this wcrld to impel man to utter truth.

49

1 - i o c 1 a b

Sociability is a quality which is eminert ly human and

huEi^ne. It is indispensable for human life. It has more than •

an ephemeral significance.^^ Sir Syed '̂**'^the Intrinsic

trelts of sociability as -

Cordiality and amiability^
To mix with poor and help the needy;
To help and support members of one's own fraternity; 
Obedience of parents;
Responsibility for one's cft/n family;
Reverence for elders;
Solicitude for the yourg;
Sympathy for the distressed;
Patience in suffering;
Control of anger 1 
Adherence to tru^h;
Freedom from rancour ani jealousy;
Generous behaviour towards the enemy;
I’o abuse of power in authority; 2̂
Showing respect and regard for the rights of others;

Scientific Society, Aligarh, 4.7.1873, p. 425 
1 ^ .  I b i d * ,  p .  A K 5  6  ,  ,

The Scientific Society, Aligarh, 4th June 1867, p. 362 
1 :0 . Ibid., p .  362

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



Thu3, sociability ultimately depends on righteousness artd 

purity of life. It is a virtue which emancipates man from the

car^s and anxieties of the day-to-day life* Kan earns the good-

• 132
will of all and what Is more the pleasure of God.

.  60

I nL.I_la t

Imitation is a quality of copying. It Is an experiment-

1 process based on trial pi* error. It is an important aspect

of social relationship in which individual or society is influeno-

-od by another Individual or society. The characteristic feature

of imitation is the tendency to build up the mechanism of habits,

133
sentiments, ideals and patterns of life . To Sir Syed, the

proce.-- of imitation lies in following others and in moulding on6*a

134
own action after the pattern of others. He, like two modern

Sociologists, Tarde and Ross, enumerates the following forms of 

imitation i

The young imitate elders;
Men of little intelligence and understanding 

imitate men of superior intelligence and understanding}

The ignorant imitate the learned:
The uncivilised imitate the civilised.

Imitation is directed towards a model or an ideal, A nation 

politically doraiaated looks up to its masters as the paragon of 

virtues. The political subjugation makes a nation blind to ltd

131. The Scientific Society Aligarh. 7th June 1867, p. 362
132. Ibid,, p. 362
133. Park and Burgess z Introduction to the Science of Sociology, 

pp. 3̂ 15 4 3*16. Chicago University Press, Illinois, 1944.

131. Tahzoebul AWilaque, Vol. IV, No.4, 1290 Hijra, p. 38 
135. Ibid., p. 38 /

. 1-̂ 6• Iblif.j p, 38
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• •

own virtues tm it is prone to imitate even the vloes and follies

137
of its masters.

Sir S/od observes that it Is the tragedy of the dcwn-trodd«n

• nations that they have lost the capacity by which they can dls-

tingulsh between good and evil. Thus, the politically weak

nations.look to the politically strong nations for guidance in all
139

matters. It is natural that man falls into evil ways lightly

140
and the good takes time to manifest itself in him. Consequent*

ly, very often they imitate the vices of the civilised atvl neglect

all that is good in them. Sir Syed pleads that only virtues and

good deeds ht Qivilised nations must be imitated* He emphasises

the need of distinguishing between what is worth imitating and 

141
what is not. If this distinction is not made, it will be 

fatal for the healthy develoi»nent of aiT y individual, society and 

community* He raises his powerful voice-against blind imitation,

t , " Imitate by all means what is worth imitating but avoid the
-M

j-Jy vices that are associated with the national character of the 

r olvilised people,"

m iTIVE aspects OF SOCIAL RELATTQWSHTy
Vsr-’■ i' *•

The function of society is to maintain and preserve harmony
Pji ■

and concord among its members and to counteract farces that ar« <

137. Tahaeobul Akhlaque, Vol. IV, No*4, 1290 Hijra, p, 38
138, Ibid*, p. 38

J 139. Xbid*: p. 38
k . .................. “

%

I b i d . ;  p . 38 
M l . Ibid/, p. 38 

Ibid*; p. 38
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143 •
detrimental to Its normal growth, 'ka oonflleiing desires

pulsate In heart of every individual, their unrestricted ful<t

filments tend^ to undermine the harmony of group life* Hence,

144
contrel is exercised by society through lav and order* The 

individual is thus directed to serve the social interest, and if 

need be, to subordinate his personal Interest to that of the

society*
146

Sir Syed observes that it is essential to maintain haraony

through social adjustment* All members of a society should

'! develop moral aid social values to such an extent that social

u harmony and social concord can be guaranteed. In this way, the

negative aspects of social relationships, actuated by jealousy,
146

bigotry and flattery can be minimised*

il> J e a 1 o tt ft y

Jealousy is a negative aspect and is aroused under certain

if

conditions* It makes one covet the honour, the wealth or tho

blessings of life enjoyed by others* The jealous man wishes ill

147
of others and wants to live at the cost of others* Sir Syed 

considers jealousy as an insatiable evil desire. It amounts to ‘t

revolt against what God ordains*
143

One may, of course, desire all that is good in life, bat the 

idea to deprive others of their good is sinful* Jealousy ruins

143* The Scientific Society, Aligarh, 28th December 1868, p* ^3^

 ̂ 1 ^ *  Ibld.,‘ f , 833 
l%6* Ibid*, p* 833
147* The Scientific Society, Aligarh, 19th April 1867, p* 245 
148* Ibid., p. 246 
149* Ibid,, p, 245
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not so muct̂  the person against vhom It Is directed as the person

irlvt

161

63.

150
who Is subject to It* He Is deprived of his Joys and re

mains a victim of his own passions,'
• •

Jealousy Is detrimental to the healthy growth of society as 

*lt upsets social equlllbrlum.^^^ A Jealous man becomes blind to 

the merits of his friends and loses the very sense of appreolat- 

Ing the values In others* Consequently he loses his own 

status in society and evokes a negative reaction from Its mem* 

bers*

Jealousy distorts the vision and makes It Impossible for a

man to see the good In o t h e r s * H e  Is Invariably ungenerous

In his attitude to his surroundings and looks at everything from

156
his own selfish motive; and thus disturbs social harmony*

Sir Syed not only brings out the evils of Jealousy but also shows 

the way to remedy tliem by a process of transvaluation of values*

The mental process, which does not take Into account the

consequences of one's actions, Is characterised as short-sighted*

' • 157
ness or the 'neglect of consequences' (na aklbat andeshl),

160. The Scientific Society, Aligarh, 19*4*1867, p. 246
161. Ibid*, p, 246
162. The Scientific Society. Aligarh. 28th October 1868, p . .833
163. Ibid., p. 833
164. Ibid*, p* 833 
165* Ibid*; p* 833

' 166. Ibid.: p. 834
1^7* In Urdu 'na aklbat andeshl■*
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According to Sir Syed short-sightedness takes three dif

ferent forms I The first category consists of men who Ignore 

the consequences of their a c t i o n s . T h e  second category 

Includes men who know wliat they should and should not do, but 

due to their recklessness are apt to minimise the evil con

sequences of their actions,^®® The third category consists 

of men who act with full consciousness and know what Is good 

and evil but their actions are governed by ideas and values 

which, in fact, are devoid of realism* They may follow 

dead convention or custom and imltete others. The actions 

of such men are motivated by a blind fervour but with no 

Insight and foresight. They act on the spur of the moment,

These three forms of human behaviour, though related to one 

another, yet differ to some extent. The first form makes

168. Aligarh Institute Gazette, 6th January 1871, p# 2

169, Ibid., p, 2 

16C. Ibid., p. 2

t . . .
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nA less than an idiot; he lacks Judgment aiid his lot is, thera«

fore, beyond repair. The second form includes intelligent men

vho look forward and foresee their future, hut are in no vay

capable of mending their ways* The third form deserves condem*

nation. To this category, belong men who are not fools but are

fully conscious of good and evil. Their fault is that they

are stuck up in their own illusions and errors and suffer from

an irremedial malady. They have intelligence and knowledge,

brt their knowledge is not fruitful and is worse than

162

66
•

ignorance.' 

human progress,

Sir Syed sees in short-sightedness hindrance to

163

MlLt M ^ A ,d ,a..<g.JL_t,Z

Men cannot command respect among his fellow*beings due to

mendacity. He is despised by every one an! even when he

164
liappens to speak the truth, no one believes him. Mendacity

has a purposeful meaning; it is not a mechanical contrivance.^®® 

It is meant to achieve some objective, a personal gain or 

the satisfaction of some vital needs* It may also be due

162. The Scientific Society, Aligarh, l«th February 1871, p* 2
163. Ibid., p. 2
164. Tho’Scientific Society, Aligarh, 25th August 1871, p. 630
165. Ibid.,:p* 631 j - I

\
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to[assert oneself In society and gain respect by hook or by crook* ^  

It may also happen that man, In order to get his material Interest 

served, not only consciously expresses misleading views but also 

adheres to M s  false or wrong opinion,^®® Whenever man finds a 

chance to secure his interest, he lies against his own consclenci*®
•

When he has to express publicly In his own Interest false opinion,

he will do It unhesitatingly even though it happens to affect ad-

1.71.
versely the vital Interests of many people* In any case. It Is 

personal Interest that carries weight with him* This pre-oecupatlon 

with his own self makes him blind to the Interests of his own 

fellow-beings. Mendacity is for him a means of self-aggrandisement

173
Self-deception sometimes leads one to indulge in mendacity*

174
One of the causes of mendacity Is to Be found In one's own self*

Sir Syed himself admits that the deception wrought by human mind in

worldly matters Is far too'extensive* ihe baneful effects of men-

daclty are so extensively diffused in the world that even religion

Is not safe from Its Influence* Deception in religion is not

infrequent and mendacity in different forms penetrates into the

176
sacred precincts of religion.

*

The evil of mendacity is much more pronounced in political and
i?e

. social life* ^ havoc is caused when people give way to mendacity* 

The evil of mendacity assumes gigantic |()roportions when the preas

168. The Scientific Society, Aligarh. Si|;*8,1871, p« 631
169. Ibid*, p. 531 r
170. Ibid.; p.. 531 ■  ̂ - 5 ^
171* Ibid., B. 631 .*-1™ !L_. ..

Jbia*; p. 631 .

174* Ibld.l p, 631 - - ^
=i7S. Ibl4.; pt S3i • _
i7fi. ibia.I p! F-.t
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yields to Its lure. It Is the function of the press to form atd

mould publicT opinion on right lines* iThis Is the reason why tha

press enjoys such a prestige in democratic society. But, if tha

• press.is corrupt, dominated by vested interests and fabricates

177
nevs to dupe the public, then the national welfare is doomed*

People are brought up in falsehood and the future can be anything 

but bright.^*^®

» * •* 
iv) . H y p o c r i s y  i

Sir Syed considers ^pocrisy as a social disease* Its 

major symptom is the lack of correspondenpe between the external 

form of behaviour an3 the Internal attitude* According to him, 

hypocrites fall into two categories t the first category con

sists of those who are pious but show themselves to be

179
aad^clseiJ than they really are* The other category comprises

those who pretend to be religious aod virtuous, but spend their
1' i ■

time in intrigue and profligacy* They conceal their vices under

180
the cloak of virtue* They are good only in appearance but 

dangerous in social intercourse*^^ But there are people lAo

do not belong to either of tlBicategor}% They
V>v>c *'‘182 I- ^  ■ t

otheirja decelv«. ^

' One of the methods of Judging oursa3L<9«s is tha opinion
f-5;t.

177* The Scientific Society, Aligarh, 26,8.1871, p. 632
##178. p i d . ,  t>* 632 V .

JS*  If»^o®bul Akhlaque, Vol* II , p* «
,160. Ibid., p. 93

Ibid*, p* 93
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183. Tahzeebul Akhlaque, Vol. II* p. M e
184. Ibid., 99 ’ ,dl

186. Ibid., p. 94 "p-f
. 186. Ibid., p. 94

t-' 187* Ibid., D* 95
185. Ibid., p. 95

. 189. Ibid., p. 96
—  ISO. Ibid.* p. 96

I
t

TOO
formed about jms by our enemies* We will then become our own

critics anJ will be able to see ourselves in the right perspect-

184 r
ive.  ̂ The Judgment of the enemy is always instructive, whereas

tne opinion of the friend is often misleading. Sir Syed,

a^eelng with Plutarch, considers the enemy as a true teacher,

because, without a hostile critic, we will not become aware of our

186
failings or follies*

Further, Sir Syed insists that we should reflect on what k

others take us to be* It is really for us to consider whether

we deserve the praise or the blame* In short. Sir Syed is

eiaphatlc In his views that the spirit of criticism should be the

187
guiding factor for individual and society* Criticism can 

counteract the evils of hypocrisy which flourish in the atmosphere
■ 4-

of bigotry or fanaticism* Constant searching of one»s own heart

can give a death blow to all forms of hypocrisy and prepare the

183
way for a safe and sound individual life* As we are liable

to be deceived, we should be very careful in thoughts and deeds*

To take much interest in and to show bigotry to, any particular

189
sect or group creates innumerable trouTjles* There are many

people who are famous for their piety but follow absurd and

190
Satanic principles considering them aa virtuous. Sir Syed

• 6 8 .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



I'i'-'r

• . * 69 •

states that he never found among them any person posse^ting the 

qualities ol’ the heart

There Is nothing more useful thaii to correct one's behavl- 

our through the examination of one's wn self* David, In his 

prayers, has very beautifully described the fears of hypocrisy by 

which man deceives his own self. He jjrayed to God to test him

in order to find out the vices In him and finally to guide him to 

the right 

c?epravity,

192
the right path. In short, hypocrisy Is the height of moral

Sir Syed condemns bigotry as a destructive factor of clvlllsa-
123 TQ4

tlon. He considers bigotry among the worst qualities of man*"^

This Is such a bad quality that It destroys all human virtue and

195
goodness* The behaviour of a bigoted Individual clearly ^ows

that the best human qualities of righteousness and Justice are want-

2,9S
ing in him. If he falls Into an error, he cannot easily come out

197
O f  i t ,  because of his bigotedness* In most cases, a bigot is

compelled to do wrong things due to hlsi adherence to bigotry* It

is Impossible for him to choose the path of straightforwardness

198
and truthfulness. Bigotry deprives him of thousand virtues*

Sir Syed further examines the actlotwi of the bigot as the out-

IGtt. Tahzeebul iSkhlaque, Vol. II , p. 96 
192* Ib id ., p . 105
193. The Scientific Society, Aligarh, 11th September 1871, p* 12 
I M .  Ib id ., p* 12 ^ i
1S5, Ib id ., p. 12
196. Ib id ., p. 12
197. Ib id ., p, 12 
19S» Ibid., pi 12
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i •
come of personal maladjustment, A . man cannot satisfy; all his 

wants by himself. As a social being he requires the help and sup- 

port of others. But due to his bigotry, he turns dissatisfied 

against his own people and Is not Inclined to form friendship with 

anyone except those who think and feel like hlm,^^®
•

The bigot Is deprived of the blessings of culture and socie

ty, things of utility, comfort. Intelligence and respect*^® Man 

who is free from bigotry seeks perfection in every aspect ‘of life, , 

but a bigot cannot attain any excellence in art and science, because 

he has pre-conceived or prejudicial notions which he Is not prepared 

to modify* In short, he is blind to values, knowledge, truth and

beauty* The power of his mind becomes static. He Is like an animal

202
who is carried away by the Impulses, which he cannot withstand.

Thus, bigotry is an individual curse and when it Infects a nation,

it becomes a national calamfty. Historical knowledge confirms

this assertion. Bigotry has brought about the fall of nations and

has sapped their vitality in the course of centuries. Many nations

who had attained a high stage of morality, knowledge, wlsdm, skill,

science, civilisation, culture, power, honour, prestige, wealth and

progress', have .reached.the depths,of.Jhuinlliatlon, contempti.and.deg-

-radatlon on account-of their.bigotry, Vihile other nations with
203

their unprejudiced attitudes have attained all wordly benefits*

They borrowed good things from every country and nation and thus 

rose to the highest pitch of progress,

199. The Scientific Society, Aligarh, 11,9*1871, p* 12 
t'WO* Ibia., p. 12 .

/^Ol* Ibia,, p. 1 2 -
202. Ibid., p. 13
203, Ibid,, p* 13
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Sir Syed exhorts his countrymen^to get rid of all ^he "traits

of bigotry as it is the source of all evils. They showld imbibe

broad-nindedness, straightforwardness and frankness* Bigotry,

be it in the domain of religion or in the sphere of worldly af-

falr5, is a subversive force, preatlng trouble art mischief in

204
hunan relations. Sir Syed makes it clear that there is no
•

relation between religion and bigotry. It is excellent to be 

perfect in matters of religion, but bigotry in religion is ?!ost 

harmful to man and to religion itself,^® An open-hearted man is 

a true friend of his religionj he rightly propagates his 

religion and proves its true precepts on the basis of reasoning

and wisdom. He calmly listens to opposition and answers doubts

^ 206 
peacefully,

is firm believers in religion we should eradicate bigotry

from our hearts, because all human beingff are our brethren. We

should love all, be truthful to all, have friendship with all and

207
■wish the good of all. The main characteristic of a bigot is

that he is puffed up with pride atd dofls not condescend to main-

208
tain friendly contacts with fellow-beings. Arrogance creates

blindness in his perception of things and pride leads him to his 

d o o m ,^^

Sir Syed remarks that a bigot cannot acquire any degree of 

perfection, in knowledge anfl progress in skill and crafts. He is

I• • 61

TJm  Scientific Society, Aligarh, 11.9.1871, p. 12 
205, rbid,j p* 13

||4 206. Ibid*, p, 14 , j
' h :  207, Ib id .; 34 ,

£0b. Ibid., p. 14
, ^,209* Ibid,, p* 14
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altogether unaware of the importance of world a ffa irs . H e ’deprlTes

himself of the beauties of Nature, loses the means of. livelihood,

worldly respect, acquisition of wealth and honourable life  and

ultimately finds himself degraded in the eyes of o t h e r s , T h e

big»t is like an animal which is with the herd but does not know

211
what others are doing. Therefore, Sir Syed pleads that bigot-

*ry  may be shunned in the interest of brotherhood, love and friend-

T  ̂ 212 ; •
ship.

. I'v i ) > F l a t t e r y

Sir Syed considers flattery like bigotry as the worst pattern

of human behaviour. It  is deadly in its effect and leads to self-

degradation*^^ It conquers the human heart through subtle ways,^^*^

Sir Syed is no less aware of the changing pattern of flattery. He

observes that love in the form of flattery widens its range of

Influence to the enemy himself,- People,' at the expense of thair

self-respect flatter persons in  power, as i f  they love them aad

this compels them to favour flatterers and makes them contiider

215
false love as ^ust and right. Flattery softens the human heart*

Man is entrapped by deceitful acts of flattery and his widdom is

216 '  ̂
clouded due to the acclamation of flatterer. The charm of }j

217
flattery is like putting on other’s clothes on one’s own body.

Sir Syed remarks that as flattery is a worst form of human trait, 

so is praise a worthy quality. To praise others in a proper way latB 

make one happy,“ ^®

210 , Tno Scientific Society, Aligarh, 1 1 .9 ,1 8 7 1 , p . 16 f
211, Ib id ,,  p. 15 6 » f i

212, Ib id .,  p . 15^ ' ' , - .
213, I b i d , , . p , 100

; 214, I b i d p , 100 lit
235. Ibid.; y

iDla. p.i(V
I M ! .

-7
- * t
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CHAFTER I II 

INDIVIDUAL AIJD SOCIAL PROGRESS
•

In the evolution of human society progress signifies a «orl»a 

of processes connoting the continuance of a movement or a foron, 

or an activity, or an increase in the momentum of a phase of s*>- 

cial life, or an approach towards a goal. Thus, progress implies 

a desirable goal v;ith an adequate means for attaining it, bui 

conditions underlying progress vary widely. The well-being of 

manltind consists of three main elements, namely, subjugation of 

nature, perfection of social machinery and personal development,^ 

True progress Includes all these elements,

Auguste Comte interpreted progress in terras of the growth of 

reason, Spencer and Fiske, following the teachings of Adam 3iolth, 

regard the growth of sympathy as the essential factcr progross. 

Reason is the only true guide that helps in discovering the u^ya of 

truth and progress. Sir Syed's thoughts on social piogress ure based 

upon the application of reason to th^ acquisition of knowladije, the 

improvement of conditions, the building up of character, thci prouso- 

tlon of unity, and the development of civilisation. Social progress 

as conceived by him is the result of social conditions and various

other factors. He evaluates social progress In* terms* of h*irmony and

ad;Justment.

Glddtngs : The Principles of Sociology, p. 356^ p, 356, 
The Macmlllar) Co., Ltd., London. 1920.
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la the estimation of Sir Syed, social progress i^  a purely
2

intellectual ard scientific po’ccess* It consists of the 

dereIop;:?3nt of scientific spirit, the growth of theoretical
O

kaov'Scdge and the promotion of economic prosperity. National 

progress can be complete only when a synthesis of the intellect

ual and material aspects of life is effected.^ Sir Syed divides

■ ’ into threo categories. The first category comprises

those that possess a creative spirit enabling them to vl
6

adopt nei,j ways and create new values. The second category in

cludes tho£.e nations vho have inherited glory from the past and 

try to preserve it in ths present without creating anything new.^ 

Th3 third category is of those nations which can neither create 

anything new nor preserve the old. They bring disaster to then- 

selvesj destroy what their ancestors had achieved an  ̂ go down in
7

histozy unnourned ard unhonoured.

■CTOHS CF PEGGRBSS'

Sir Syed describes social progress in the following 

raanner :•

Sir Syed*s view about the social factors of progress is that 
what is best for an individual is best for society. He propounds

2« Aligarh Institute Gazette, 22nd November' 1872, p. 726
o. p, 726 ’
4 . Ibid., p, 726
6, roid,. p. 726

Institute Gazette, 31st January 1873, p. 72 
7**Ibid., p, 72 ’

■i

f

I
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the idea that,Individual progress implies sooial progress as veil 

as national progress* However, the existence of good society 

, helps aji individual to find his place in the social order and to 

. fulfil his special function as its member* . • -

Individual and National PgflgfPilfl '

Sir Syed is of opinion that without individual progress, na
g

tlonal progress is meaningless. He advocates that individual 

progress Is essential for the collective betterment of society* 

Individual is responsible for the progress or retrogress-ion of 

society to which he belongs* Disciplined individuals promote the 

general welfare of society, '

- The condition of every country depends upon the mental

equipment of its individuals* When the minds of the people are

■ enlightened and their morals are good, the country will reach the

height of progress* On the contrary, when the people are steeped

in darkness and ignorance, their decline begins and gradually

they suffer from decadence*^^ National progress lies entirely

in individual progress* Hence, as the individual is, so is the

society. If he is morally strong, so \Jill be the society othep-

12
wise the society will drift towards decadence and disorder.

'8* Intekhab-e-Magameen Sir Syed, p* 71, Muslim University 
Aligarh Press, 1927 »

9. Ibid*, p* 71 
10* Ibid*, p* 71 
XI* IM d .; p. 71

y"i i \
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. • • «

m .  The Pace of Time ' •

• Sir Syed Is positive that progress is determined by the cir

cumstances or the'pace of time*. National progress is possible only

when the conditions of progress are modified according to the

13 *
•pace of time". The time and circumstance change but unfortu

nately men fail to change themselves. There are two categories 

^ of people —> those, who are rigidly orthodox in their ideas and 

beliefs and those, who are progressive in their outlook, .The 

latter keep pace with the progress of civilisation and are useful **

to society, while the-former works as a reactionary force to

14
impede its progress.

Opinions, habits, ways of life, laws of society and Joys 

and sorrow of the people are uniformly affected by the *pace of 

time*. This leads to the progress of a civilised nation,^ Sir 

Syed observes that a nation remains for a time in a state of 

progress and after sometime the progress ceases#^® It ceases 

when the faculty of adapting to changed conditions is lost to a 

nation.

Modern sociologists like Giddings and Hobhouse are of th*:i#pln- 

ion that adjustment to the existing condition of society is the 

,way to social progress# To act accoi^ding to time and circumstanoes

13, Mukammal.MaJmooa Lectures wa Speeches by Sir Syed, p* 165 
14* Safar Nama-e-PunJab Sir Syed Ahmed, p* 124 
16* Mazameen Sir Syed« p, 19
16. Ibid., p. 17 * _
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is necessary for achieving social progress. Sir Syed dljcloses 

the fact tha't when a nation becomes conscious of Its backward 

condition, It naturally thinks of making progress .Thus ,  be 

postulates that the main condition of progress is in the realisa

tion of the condition of decadence and the struggle for getting

. 67..

rid of it.
18

ill) .  Self-help

According to Sir Syed, self-help is the basis of individual 

progress and if it is found in many people, then it leads to

19
national progress, national strength and national stability.

Dependence of the individual or group on others mliUmises 

the desire and need for self-help.^ This results in diminish

ing the human urge for self-respect and honour. When a nation

loses all sense of self-help, it degrades itself in the eyes of

21
other nations.

■r-" I.-.:

The advanced nations have achieved progress and honour

by adopting the principle of self-help. Dependence on others

ana self-help are opposed to each other. The latter destroys

22
the evil in man while the former brings ruin to him.

Sir Syed agrees with William Dragoon that liberty depends 

upon the endeavours of people. If people constantly strive and

17. Kukainmal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Bir Syed, p. 196
13. Iblrt., p. 278
19. Tahzeebul Wlkhlaque, Vol. II, p. 127, Nsvil Klihor* Press.
20. .Ibid., p. 127 • • . ,
21. Six Syed cites the example of the aogliah peopla and aayi J" 

that they scrupulously follow the prlnolple of self-fcolp;‘'“ii*
^ 6 ^ 2 2 . !^h*eebul ikhlaque. Vol. II, p. 129
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properly utilise their abilities, they can mfiintain their liberty,^ 

Porseverancef and diligence are the means of success and progress*^

Self-help Includes many other fine qualities such as ccirage,
• 25

determination and self-confidence. Man, lacking these qualities,

degenerates and degrades himself in society. Self-help serves as

26
an incentive to productive human activities.

There is a great similarity of thought in regard to the ideas
M

of self-help between Sir Syed and Samuel Smiles. Tho-influenca._of * 

Samuel Smiles on Sir Syed seems to be .positive. The following 

extracts from his book, Self-help, are taken into accô :̂ .̂ for the 

purpose of comparison *

" The spirit of self-help is the root of all genuine 

groi/th in the individual; and exhibited in the lives of 

many, it constitutes the true source of national vigour and 

strength. Help from without is often enfeebling in its 

effects, but help from within invariably invigorates, '

" National progress is the sum of individual indus

try, energy and uprightness as national decay is of the
28

individual idleness, selfishness and vice,

" The highest patriotism and philanthrophy consists, 

not so much in altering laws and modifying Institutions, 

as in helping and stimulating men to elevate and improve

themselves by their own free and Independent individual

action," ^

23. Tahzeebul Akhlaque, Vol. II, p, 131
24. ibid., p. 131
25. Ibid., p. 131
26. Ibid., p,* 131
27. Samuel Smiles i Self-Help, p. 1, London, 1906 . .
28. Ibid., p. 3 '
29. Ibid., p. 3
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Soclo-psychlc Factort

It is a fact that every Individual has a desire for progress 

tind happiness. According to Sir Syed, human nature 3*? in need 

of progress in all directions. The isole desire of an individual 

Is to satisfy his needs and fulfil his aims?^

i). D e t e r m i n a t i o n

Human nature is dynamic as well as relative* It is a source

of human action and is endowed with mtiny qualities. The most

valuable quality of human nature is its power of determination,^^'

Individual determination is the main source of progress* Ovjing

to superstition and conservatism the power of determineticn

32
wavers and incentive to progress vanishes* Even the down

trodden and backward nations attain progress through dete:?3iinr»

33
tion. It is determination by which the weak become strong and 

the strong become stronger bnt superstition and conservatism 

weaken the power of determination. The absenco of determination 

causes degeneration. It - damps., the creative spirit of an 

individual and makes him sconservative in thought and action.^

Sir Syed observes that when a nation is determined to : t • 

progress, it ultimately achieves it* God also helps such a t>atlon 

that alms at progress.^® Any nation, which is in a wretched and

63
•

30. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 27th March 1880, p* 346
31. Ibid., p. 345
32. Ibid., p* 345 '
33. Ibid., p. 345
34. IM d . ,p . 345
35. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 31st Hay 1872, p* 334
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37

back̂ ’ard condition, should develop the power of determination
2S

and adopt methods for making progress. Thus determination is 

the first step towards the attainment of social progress,’

t), recrimination between good, am evil

A nation progresses anfl reforms iteslfj when its people are

38
able to make a distinction between good and evil, Thid is

. essential for national progress,*" To distinguish between vie®

and virtue, good and evil, gain and loss, is a stop tovards 

40
progress.

According to Sir Syed, the progress of a nation begins vhsn

it thinks seriously, desires strongly and directs its energies

41
persistently and intelligently towards its goal* Nations, ?.ack* 

ing such discriminative power, remain backward, while those wlilch 

pursue ideas of reform and differentiate befrwoen good and avilp 

are enjoying the benefits of progress and reform, God’s grr.ca

 ̂ descends on the nation, which moves witli the spirit of time, 

appreciating what is good and discarding; what is evil, Th© 

nation, which does not adjust itself to the existirig ccnditicE?  ̂

and fails to discriminate between the 

drifts towards degeneration and decay*

and fails to discriminate between the bcintiflcial and the harnftil,

44

'36. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 31st Miiy 1872, p* 334 
37o Ibid., p. 334
Se. Ibid., p, 336
39. Ibid,, po 335
40., m d . ,  p, 335
41, The Allgarft Institute Gazette, 26th May 1871, p. 022
42, Ibid., p. 322 > - > F
43, Ibid., p ,  322
44o Ibid., p ,  322

I’./
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^ D 5 .- 1 '*  ■ ol'filaclo )M tliG* way of prcTr*.r.>;. Dn^ to this

scclo-psychl f tor cono countries are unable to ."V’ko aay ; ro;r?i.-i3
V
I end mPU ' nre left  l^^'hlnd in  the raco of ci'. i:.isat io-". an'i advance-

• riGnt%^^ Co-opcrat •. .1 and uiilty are the basis of sccl ii pro/;rcs^5*
XN\

A country Is lr'>kcdiupon with contempt, vhon J ta 1..habitants ia:jk

*
the unity of action and are Involved in Inlornal dissenniono.

Disunity creates a disorganised social condition In a c o u n t r y :

4i>
also restricts ways gnd means of social progress, .vi.jn iisunlt;

persists even good measures applied to progress give bad results.

Sir Syed asserts that the main cause of backwardness In India iz-

national disunity which has been accentuated by reli£;lous differ* 

60
ences.

Bconoalu F̂ -ctorg

The economic factors of progress are important for the goner

welfare of individuals and the common good of a country„ -The ptv-
res'urces

pie should properly utilise their productive and develop their

trade; otherwise they will be losers In the sphere of progress*
51

If the people of a country do not make use of rational mears and 
of production

scientific methods^ the Government of that country will have to

5 2
many difficulties and consequently It will become weak* In s’i

countries, the productive capacity and per capita income will ba

63
very lowo

45, The Aligarh Institute Ga. 3tte, 23rd June 1C71, p. 386
-̂ 6. Ibid .,,,pl 387
47. >bid., r. ns-/
48. Ibid ., p* 387
49, Ibid., p* 387
50. Ibli. p. 3«?
5 :. The Aligarh ]
52. 7bld., p* 370
53. Ibid,, p- ;̂ 7o
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. n .  Otniaatlon of Production

; People, who do not take advantage of productive resources and

tr
•« 0

w ..

ir ■

C i

• I 64
tlielr sclentlflo exploitation, are responsible for national weakness,

To.be Inefficient and Incapable of meeting the needs of a country, o
* : b

Is putting a stumbling block In the way of advancement. To depend ]
r .

upon others for primary needs endangers social stability* Countries

which always stand In need of help from others and are unable to

55
j^ovlde for their own essential needs come to grief. *’
• c . 

. O

66
rj/National progress cannot be attained by mere Idle Imagination.
•)

Jt can be achieved only by providing the various economic needs of 

the people according to the productive capacity of the country.

• V
V.

' -P

b C U • ■ ■■ ,-r

) :i l l a J L l L B J L S

0?
1'

.1- 
■ a

1̂ ’ X.
o ■

Trade is an Important means of social progress. The small
'I f

^ States of Europe h«ve attained a high standard of progress and ln~
' C ' Q> I \ 5Q '

creased their national Income by expanding their trade. If India
• “  ' ! 'i

’ t Wants to attain progress, it Is essential for her to encourage '
• . o n . .  r '.•3 •• •<

( 59 - JJ r~i ■
^Mndlcraft, Industry andi trade. ,Trade will prove an effective i

» • 5 i I, *’• ! . 60 ” i ^
^ remedy for eradicating'♦patlonal-^ poverty from the country. ^

■« e .r £. wide QT that man can
Trade offers/ scope for progress. It is through trade/ show

'____________ ________________
64. The Aligarh Institute Garette, 16,6.1871, p. 372
65. Ibid., p. 372

Ibid*, p, 372 ^
57. Ibid.. p. 372 —  "  ̂ ‘ .
68. The Xligarh Institute Gazette, 22nd November 1872, p, 726
69. Ibid., p. 726 ’ ’
60. Ibid.. p. 726
61. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 31st January 1873, p. 73
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hl3 capacity, skill, wisdom and honesty. It leads to the improve- 

fi«nt of industry, handicraft and skill* Not only worldly benefits 

achieved through trade, but it teaches us to work hqnestly and
• go

1,0 acquire skill and knowledge. ** Trade makes a man love travel 

and creates feelings of magnanimity in him, which are ' helpful 

in.over.-all progress* Trade imparts experience also#

Sir Syed classifies trade into 2 categories, ’civilised* *un-

66
civilised•* The civilised trade is done on co-operative basis,

irrespective of caste, credd or religion and gives out profits in

pjroportion to the invested share capital. There is great scope

for the expansion of such trade so that the entire population of a

country may be benefited. The uncivilised trade is carried cn

with the motive of self-interest, or in quest of personal power or 

66
status, 'It has little scope for expansion and does not bestarf

67
any benefit on the country. Thus, social progress is only 

possible through civilised trade.

' • 73

Geographical Factors
‘ 1 

Sir Syed mentions that geographical factors play an Important
• * • ,

part in social progress and that human actions are determined 

' largely by geographical and physical forces. Soil, climate, food

62. *he Aligarh Institute Gazette, 31*1,1873, p, 73
63. Ibid., p, 73
64. Ibid., p. 78
66. TVnzeebul Akhlaque, Vol. I, pp. 69 & 60, 1333 Hijra.
66. Ibid,, p  ̂ 60
67. Ibid,; p, 60
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and natural phenomena are the four physical factors, influencing

68
feuman nature, social progress ard civilisation, Thomas Buckle 

(1821-1862) also enumorates four physical factorsj climate, food 

soil’and general aspects of nature,®® Thus, there is a striking 

similarity of ideas between Sir Syed and Buckle in regard to the 

role of geographical factors in determining huK-.n progress.

i ) > s _o_ 1 1

It has been observed that the fertility of soil has a powerful 

influence upon the progress of a nation. From the very beginning, 

India, Egypt, China and Asia Minor endowed with fertile soil, have 

been the ^fcradles of civilisation; while other countries like Tibet 

and Arabia are backward on account of lack of fertility of the soil.
70

ii?,t O.l 1 1 a
»

The influence of climate upon human beings is profound. If 

the climate of a country is good, the inhabitants are naturally
m

healthy, vigorous, strong, hardworking and sturdy. Climate has

been more effective than soil fertility in the progress and the ci-
• 7 1

vilisation of nations. The soil of European countries is less fer

tile than soil in some tropical countries, but the climate there is

pleasant and invigorating. The Kuropoans are not only healthy but

72
also highly advanced in science and technology. They utilise 

their knowledge and labour to make up for the deficiency of soil.

68. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 1st November 1867, p. 692
69. Pogardus, Emory, S. t The Development of Social Thought,

p. 2 7 9 , Longmans Green & Co,, Edi, June 1950,
70. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 1st November 1867, p. 692
71. Ibid., p. 692
72. Ibid., p. 692
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Thus, the climate Is more favourable fo» European countries t’aan

73
for the hot countries of the East, Sir Syed»s contention is that 

India, like other fertile hot countries, has ceased to make pro- 

, gress,*^f This reniark does not seem to be quite convincing,' be

cause India and some other countries with hot climate had once 

ver^ advanced and progressive civilisations. There /are  other 

factors and not the climate alone which 'are responsible for the 

backwardness of the Orient as a whole and of advancement and pro

gress of Europe, It , however, does not mean that climate has no 

effect on the progress, or otherwise, of a nation.

f -

fr.

Sir Syed comes out with the proposition that people to whom 

food is cheaply and easily available do not make as much progress 

as others do. W ^ t  he means tto convey is that where the supply of 

food is easy and abundant, the rate of population growth is high 

and consequently the necessities of life  become proportionately 

scarce**^® He has in mind the picture of India in contrast to 

that of Europe, He also postulates that the Lirth-rate depends 

upon food supply. In hot countries less food per capita is requir

ed than in cold counti'ies, and where an abundance of food is

77
found, the birth-rate is very high. It is difficult to pro

duce food in cold climate and that is why the birth-rate in cold

78
countries is low.

73 . The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 1st November 18C7, p , 692
74. Ib id ., p. 693
75. Ib id ., p. 693 ’
76. Ibid .j p: 693 
77; Ib ia ., p. 693
78* Ibid.j p, 693 Sir Syed*3 views on the relationship Dotveen

the food production and birth-rate are debatable. HI** contention 
that birth-rate Is high in those countries-where the^o la an abun
dance of food and It is lov Ih those places v/hei*e it is not in 
abundance Is not true everywhere and for all tinea, f’ .S .ft., 
An'jtralla and Candida produce so mat'ih food thut they are in niiv 
. t  . t ,  . 1 ■ i ' t  • ■ - • i  , l ;  . t  •
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ivl*. Natural Ph»nQTnena

According to Sir Syod, natural phenomena mould and form tho

• habit, character and nature of a nation and excite the imagination

79
and stimulate the rational faculty* Comparing India with Greece,

‘Sir Syed says that the natural forces in India excite the imagina-

SO
tion ard dominate the mind more than in Greece, In India, vhers

Nature continually exhibits its power, man feels his inferiority

81
and finds himself helpless, He ceases to think or to enquire*'

CO

Superstitions and prejudices tend to dominate over his reason and 

83
visdom* On the other hand, where Nature works smoothly and quiet-

8'-
ly, man becomes bold and courageous and tries to dominate Nature, ”

Sir Syed observes that in India Nature has been unfavourabl©. Earih-

quakes, floods, tempests and hurricanes have continually rave.ged the

85
country and have disturbed the minds of the people<> C':»i3equently,

the people have becom e susceptible to superstitions ani have lost
pg

all sense of judgment and discrimination. Indian literature is 

full of illustrations depicting the effect of Nature on the feelings

87
An exaggerated respect fosand imagination bf the Indian people,

88
the past ia common In India. Fantastic deities are wor'shipped

and strange customs have coma into ■'̂ ogue which are unacceptable to

89
reason and intellect.

•7 9 . The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 1,11*1867, p. 693
80. Ib id ., p. 693
81. Ib id ., p. 693 •
82. Ib id ., p. 693
83. Ib id ., po 693
84. Ib id ., .p .  693 ■
85. Ib id ., p. 693
86. Ib id ., p. 693
87. Ib id ., p . 693 
83. Ib id ., p. 693
89.. Ibid^, p. 693

1
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In Greece, on the other hand, as Nature is more quiet the

mind of man functions in a rational way* Man ponders ov er the

natural phenomena and makes efforts to fiad out their causes and

effects, T)aus intellect functions and assumes superiority over

imagination in every respoct, with the result that literature and

science have developed, and great philosophers, scholars and states

90
men have left behind them great records of their work* The less

t'lrbulent phenomena of Nature have proved tc be most useful and

91
advantageous for European nations. Sir Syed’s ideas pertaining

to geographical determinism have a strain o~ resemblance with tho

Ideas of the 19th century geographic soclnl thinkers like Buckle

(1821-1862) ard Semple (1844-19(>2:) • Sir Syed observes that Nature

has been responsible for the. differences in the tendencl<5s and

92
natural characteristics of nations.

Biological Factors

Sir Syed seems to have coiss under the influence of the bio- 

organismic theory of progress of the 19th century. The progress^ 

made in the biological science and e d a i l y  the theory of evolutic 

made Sir Syed to develop his bio-organismic thoughts on social 

progress. The-basic principles underlying his ideas aro

•summed up as follows : First, society or social group is a kind

90. The fillgarh Institute Gazette, l.llol867 , p. 693
91. Ib id ., p. 693
92. I^3moo3 Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syod, p„ 37
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^ologlcal sense of the term. Secondly,
I
ssentlal characteristics the constitution

of sdclal organism In 

' society resembles In Itii^^

; ’and the functions of a pT( logical organism. Thirdly, society is sub

^  -iected to the same blolpilcal lavs as those by which a biological

Vuj. ’ , J ill 93
! t organism functions and^li^tes*

i l l - '  '
i)» Qroup« Society and Hatlola as Organic Units! I

Society is an organism. The life of society, like the life of■ijf-
•  i .  I -  " i i  ■

' / an organism, is far Ipttger than the life of any of the units or

parts
94 Sir Syed, In the light of these organic similarities, ana-

11 iii'ilf • K
VI lyses the characterlstioa and functions of group, society and nation,
[’Jr ge I

, ''f The nation-is like a human being. When atbe organlflT systeiii ■
■;: ■ 1

Qf' mwj gets: weak^ h e p r e y  to diseases. Similarly,

when a nation shows slgnsjof decay, the decadence occurs in all as-

'"y . . - . - 96
pects. of its life. @iSyed says that when progress ceases decay

sets In, God has ere at o|| everything subject to the law of growth
* M M

%tfiand decay* He compares' iphe decadence of the nation with the falling 

iLiiiof a beautiful green, flllisarlshing tree. The land is the same on̂ lf 

which it had grownj the’’sky is the same which had watered it; thevi.

7 rays of the sun are the iiame which had given vitality and nourish-

i‘i ‘ ment to it;’ but its Int^raal condition became so bad that It could"
' f ' j!?; ■

'I f. neither absorb nutritloi|i abr avoid degeneration setting from within.
f
t Consequently, it was upflt'ooted and became a fuel for the oven.97

■ V ‘j:. 
h>{

93, Sorokin, Pltrlm : C si?;temporary Sociological Theories, p,202.
Mapper & Brothers,1 ^ w  York, 1928.

94, E,B, Bogardus i The|i*̂ ivelopment of Social Thought, p. 294
Ed^, 1950. |jif.

95, Majmooa Lectures wd Ijfijpeeches Sir SJied, p, 477
96. Ibid,, p ,  460
97, Ibid., pp.440 & 44i
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11^. Four Biological Stages

79

Sir Syed*s biological aiiterpretatlon of social progress is cha-

racterisec^jr the four 'jof infancy, youth, manhood ard old age.

There are stages of growth.;aM decline in a nation's career as in

man's life, Man is born;’heiferows; reaches the prime of life; gets
i '.I":

old and in the end dies. Slnillsrly, a nation reaches the height of 

progress and «t last decadence follows. ^
I

The decadence of a nation is as natural as the coming of an
jf '

old age for a man. The^disease of old age Is known to people. Such 

a disease cannot be treated or cured as it is natural and • Inevit-- 

able, -But the wellvwishers” and reformers of a nation can diagnose
I

the disease and know that its .treatment is within the scope of

98
possibility. Sir Syed observes that progress followSj^ decay, so-

i, clal regeneration follows social degeneration, and rise follows fall.

Evolutionary Factors

The evolutionary factors of progress envisaged by Sir Syed ai'o

based on cause and effecti!-' Everything is related to a causal nexus.
-‘i-

99
Social activity and progress are governed by various causes.

Without a dause nothing can happen. There is a close relationship

i:x )between cause and effect,,

i | » 3 l

Cause and Effect p

The vjhole society aii: its social phenomena are the resultant

phases of cause and eft&ch. Sir Syed explains that we are living

98 . Mahrrioodul Hasan : Slr fSyed ke Adabi Kairname, p. 251,
Article t 'Life & Mliith of Nation*•

99 . Tahzeebul Akhlsque, |M)l, II , p. 8. 1312 Hijra .
tbOO, Ib id ., p. 8 Itl,
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In the worlci of cai se and effect and the causal chain ^.llows no 

e x c e p t i o n . T h e  ^'irst cause that created the world has not yet 

been*discover! 1 by scientists. That cause nay be called God or 

we may give it whatever name we like . It , therefore, follavs thst
•

all causes and ^ffec's are linked together in a chain arrangencnt

and are insepar ble. God is in everything that has been createdr
1G2

There |s si le sii llarity between the evolutionary ideas of Sir 

Syed and Spencer, Spencer traced everything in the world through 

causal links to t.-o fu^^damental factors •— matter and motion* Lz 

a result of the o. 9rat. on some first cause, integration of 

matter began to t; e pjHce, accompanied by a concomitant dissipation 

or motion, As a r» >ult, matter passed from an indefinite, inco’ne-

rent homogeneity to a definite, coherent heterogeneity.
, 1 0 3

i i ) .  Bvolution of^_Man

Sir Syed b e l ie v '^ i  i hurran evolution,’ the struggle for exist

ence', 'natural selec:.icn» and 'the, survival of the f itte st ', ac

cording to him, man has ascended stage by stage from the lo^er order

of life to a higher one. Pr*ora the evolutionary point of vievj, mnn

10^
and apes probably are aescencl'sd from a coimnon ancestor. The 

relationship between man and ape is closer th£n that between man 

and any other, species of animals#^^^ But man is superiof to all

other animals.
106

His superiority lies in the efforts he nakes for

101. Tahzeebul Akhlaque, Vol. I I ,  p. 8 . 1012. Ib id ., p. S
103, Hei»;ert Spencer : First Principles, Section I I I ,  p, 145 
lOa. Tahzeebul Alchlaque, Vol„ I I ,  p . 192, 1313 Hi^ra.
105, Ib id ,, p. 193
106, Ib id ., p. 193

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



y.

p r o g r e s s . M a n  can make progress as much as he likes .
r-■' f

is a difference between iLan and animal from the evolutionary -

point. An animal cannot make progress beyond a certain iinitg

man can make progress ^  infinitum , as he is endovod with a p?r-

(')9
cular creatix^e faculty*'"' I f  man fa ils  vO make progrocs, h<̂' 

no better than an animal«^^^

112

Man has been in  tha evolutionary stage, Nobocly knovE he" • 

he has yet to march on his evolutionary p a t h .^ ^  Evolutionary : 

ry of Sir Syed has sons similarity to Darv;in*s doctrine of desc; 

Darwin stresses, on a certain continuity, Cn3.y those survive 

are best fitted to meet the changing conditions of tlieir envil.vo: 

ment. Sir Syed emphasises that human actions and socia; 

are governed by the lax^s of evolution, grov;th and decay,' 

realist , he considers 'the law of evolution merely a lav; of b:ic;: 

gical growth and decay and not a la w , of human progress’ * -V.- 

passing out of man from society does not mean his social extincv. 

for his sp irit , ideas, ||thoughts, and notions cont:Jfeue to exist

114
society, and society is thei^eby enriched. • To visualise one'? 

decadence is a sign of progress. Sir Syed emphasises that 

Inheres in decay and that in decay there are germs of p r o r ; r . 

Thus, the perpetual and cyclical lâ \/s of grov/th and decay 'V . .bol.:

107. Tahzeebul Akhlaque, Vol. I I ,  p . 1 9 3 ..
10'̂ ’ . Kajmooa Speeches wa Lectures si;r Syed, p. 222 
IC'J. Ib id .,  p. 222
no. Ib id .,  p. 2 22  I' ;
111. I’ahzeebul Akhlaque, Vol. 2, pp. 19<1: and 195
112. Dr. Topa I .  '‘SlT Syed Ahraed Khan « A Study in Sf. 7 71:

p. 22'6 . Islamic Culture Vol.XXVII, No.4 , October 19oc.

113. Ib id ., p. 225
114. Ib id ., p . 226
115. Ib id ., p . 226 p
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the continuance of s o c i e t y H e  belioved in the contfr; 

» 117
nation, group and individual. Every nation is su^'oct

T18
laws of progress and decline. In  the history of all

there comes a c r i s i s a  period during which the future 

j^ain, and that period is often not more than the l i f

IT 9
generation. ~ I f  a nstion does not realise the danger,, 

able decay sets in and final extinction f o l l o w s . Tl:e 

of an individual is liElted to a certain period5 but the : 

of a nation increasefs \d.th the accumulation of thvlr .. .j.::.': 

sent achievements and thus a nation survives and attain:;

-

Per feet ion-idea as Hi r. ra'ice to Progress

Social life  Is dynaraic and chans,^^:^ In  a dynani''

an individual cannot remain- satisf^fsd with his

actions coi:isiderlhg thorn as perfect. It  is absurd to thin'i

term of perfection. 'Accepting the lav; of progress Sir

a Persian proverb (Her Kajnal-e-ra Zavale), i . e . ,  every r

is subject to decline. The moment man begins to think

has become perfectj his struggle for investigation and rr, . ..

comes to a dead stop,»- All his faculties become cripple-j '

dual decline set;3 inV Only God is o'nnipresent end

124
to err is human,' The illusion of perfection is the (’ cuaax. ^

1893. Tj* ,116, The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 21st March
117, Ilild ., p. 279
118, Tahzeobul ii.khlaque, Vol. 1 , p. 39,

P-rticle J'Al-IlEs Hijabul Akbar*, Shawv;al 1331 Hljri.,
119, Tbe Aligarh In;3titute Gazette, 21st Mcrch 1893, p* L ■
120, Ib id ., p, 279 II:
121, Tbld,, p. 279 .
122, Tahzeebul Akblacuo, V o l .2, p. 16
123, Ib id ., p, 16 .r
124, Ib id ,, p. 16 I
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man's downfall.
126

The.human urge for Investigation 5^"
I I  a

knows no limit and it Is  ̂folly to supress it in the r ' of p' r̂-.

tjon.”* ^  To think of jij^rfection as alreedy realisecl leads *■' p,

127
passivity of thought anfi action. Sir Syed warns us i-ci-

very
fection-idea, as it outs at the^root of social progress., The 

of perfection is a factor of national degeneration and a thr-.jat

future progress*
128

H
Sir Syed's condemnation of peri’ection-lcl«:

a real contributio|T to the evolutionary theories of sociaj. p- c 

His idea is based on evolutionary analytical approach mz'O. c 

man to abandon non-progressive principles ard eschev' v , 

perfection in all asiyjcts of life; because everything ir. 

process of evolution.

fy>.

Further, Sir Syed divides people into two groups s 0 

considers their forefathers as having reached the sumrii'̂ ' 

tion, adores them and' finds no fault with them. Tfce ot.i- 

is not satisfied with'‘their past cultural heritage anu cont:.,. 

promote and encourage social and scientific research^'^^^ 

suit is that the former falls into the pitfall of social con 

vatism and the latter marches towards progress.

Importance of National Heritage

Sir Syed considler# the’ preservation of national ‘ ;

sign of progress ani advancement,^^ The cause of national ire

125. Tahzeebul Akhliqae, Vol.2, p, 16
126. Ib id ., p, 16 , 1̂  * •
127. Ibid*., p .  16 i

• 128. Ib id ., p ,  16
129. Ib id ., p. 17
130, Ib id ., p ,  17
ir»l. Ib id ., p .  17
132. The Aligarh l« fltu te  Gazette, 2ind December 1871, p. ' .
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1» to give up dlstlnctiyo national characteristics,^horl\;4p?»

ways of life art! to folLo'X' In the footsteps of an 

It is necessary to preswve national traditions and cubvvv,-,: ~ 

sir Syed adds that the <»xtinctlon of national traits 

terlstlcs or tlie nt^gleot in their preserviitrlon viil certainly 

an end to national statas and prestige and result In th« Ci

national entity by Its final absorption in an alien 

Sir Syed advises >is not to give up the basic princij-1©:? cn v.Meh 

the existence of * national individuality depetsds*, ‘

ing changes for ti.-j betterment of society is in ko vay daro;:-

"^he existing pattern of flocletjrjis in harmony with : 1 / ' t

138
civilised life, it Jî ould be preserved.

‘ Travel as a Means of Fy ogr'̂ gis

Sir syed regards travel as a means of progi'ess. Tie "

that all civilised nfc tloos have looked upon travel as u, i ; . »

13Q
progress. He r‘9gards travel as a 'book of kncvlw 'ic ’ * Ti. .

through the study of this book alone that a complate c

140
the world and its itooples can be obtained.

Sir Syed considers that travel promotes mutual !’■

7 '133. The AllgaBh Institute Gazette, 2,12,1871j p.
134. Ibid., p. 764
135. Ibid., p. 754
136. Ibid., p, 756
137. Ibid., p. 766
138. Ibid. p. 766
139. The Aligarh InstHiute Gazette, 14th February 18€«, p
140. Ibid., p. 99 
1^1. Ibid., p. 100
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The advantyage of travel^ I U b In the fact that the 5cc,-pa of under^ 

standing and the range of thought are v/idened,~ Tr.avelling 

, creates sympathy and makes one understand the sufferings and fesX- 

 ̂ Ings of o th e rs *^^  Suspicion, which is the bane of social inter

* course between races, woul<  ̂ '’hange into mutual trust and confio,

144
for purpose of progress in dilTerent f ie ld s .

,1 4 2 , The Aligarh Insti1mt;e Gazette, 1 4 ,2 ,1 868 , p . ICO
143, Ib id .,  p . 100 '
144, Ib id ,, p., 100
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ciiapt :;r  jv

INDIVIDUAL AND CFv'IU.^.

Civilisation is a social phenomenon th;.t raise.': indi^i 

•his biological states i to a highor plane of values^ iZ 

ted through education and knov/ledge from gejiei'ation t :■

* It is not the nonopoly of any particular race '

and passes from man to man, from race to race an ' .? .a r 

gion. It is , in short, the story of hunmii society ir c'o.e,;

Definition and Scope of Civilisation

Civlllsatlor/i,s an external aspect of IlJe , 

springs from the mind and is the c"' r..

Is a common saying that ”vhat we arc- i.*̂- cu:. _• £.ic,

c iv ilisatio n ". There is ’ a groat difror..r>cc o1‘

thinkers in defining civilisaticn  and - : . '

on all hands that civilisation  is the • 'I

life  that includes material objects and trie

and using them and that culture consistc o.. ir?enl ,

emotions.

1 . Alfred M, Le^ (Editor) : Principles of S 
Race <S: Culture by Edward B , Reutery p.*
New York, 1953»

Eminent sociologists like R .K , Movton 
R.M. Maciver, Alfred Weber, C .A . Kllwood' 
Ogburn, Bronishav? Maninov/skl, Clark ''11 
F . Stuart Chapin and Antiiropolog: st:;-: ii,

; E .B . Taylor, A,A,  Golden Weiser, K*
hold exactly the same.kind of opinion in  di 
civilisation frcm culture.

o'

; e- 't/i 

ayy\jrK'̂  

t-+ M  Ca.̂ K£-e«A-

dĵ

r.*'
^X X t
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i

Sir Syed In hlJ&Bsay headlined •Civilisation* clarifies the 

root-sense of the woi?d, civilisation, which is derived from the

. ‘ 8 7

English or Latin wortfji*civic* or 'civlcus*, ■which means citizen or

2
•city-life'. The ĥ diaen meaning of the derivation lies in the 

springing up of citl<fff when primitive man took to settled and coro* 

rpornt* ' form of life and needed a wider scope for the development
H'

of his activities in|the field of art and in the domain of social
M V.'-vA C-'. < .

relatios. He defines clearly civilisation as ” to ^

(determining!good or bad) or to change a state of bad into a state

of good/^^^ frr TOBSlxis by civilisation the " exist-

6
ence of external patterns of social and national behaviour^" it 

the •expression of tendencies and aptitudes developing 

from within, whlc^ are inherent in man and only require time to

blossom and flourish*.
/

Sir Syed differs from modern thinkers in respect of relation

ship between civilisation and culture. According to him both are 

synonymous and inseparable. He maintains that civilisation is
7

culture and culture tfjj civilisation. Though modern sociologists

make a distinction between cWlllsatlon and culture, they cannot

deny the fact that bo'fch are closely inter-related. The manlfesta- 
----- ^ ^ ------- :-------------------
2. Mukammal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p, 68
3, Ibid,, p, 58
4* Dr, I , Topa t Sir Syed Ahmed Khan - A Study.in Social Thought, 

p. 233,- Islamic Culture Vol, XXVII, No,4, October 1953, pub
lished by the Iftlamlc Culture Board, Hyderabad-Deccan*

5, Ibid,, p, 233
6, Ibid., p, 233 1 .
7, Ibid., p, 233 ijl;
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tion of an object may be.predominantly clvllisatlonal or cultural, 

But it is never bereft of olvillsational and cultural aspects.

Sir Syed mentions several characteristics of the civilised

people. He says that to be civilised is to show kindness and

sympathy to others in -^oir misery and distress and to participate

8 /
in their welfare. Sir iSyed looks back to the past to find out 

the values of civilisation ind adds that our ancestors embodied 

in their lives the pattern of a civilised society. Their traits 

were friendship and love, generosity and magnanimity, forgiveness
Q

and forbearance, sagacity and courtesy, tolerance and sympathy,

ka they have left for posterity an example to follow, it is up to

us to look to them for light and guidance and to work for the good 
-Q promotion of

of humanity. Thus, according to Sir Syed,/scientific knowledge,

development of technologyf; discoveries and inventions, morality 

and religion, discipline and training, fear of God, sympathy and 

mercy, love and virtue, truthfulness, social intercourse and con

tacts are the fundamentals of national civilisation,^^

He elucidates furthjar the nature and the scope of civilisa

tion, He raises a numbex of questions in regard to civilisation, 

such as ^  What is it composed of ? Is it something artificial 

and man-made ? Is It so{»i>thlng that is evolved haphazardly or

« • 88

8, Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p, 459
• 9, Ibid,, p, 459
10, Ibid., p, 20
11. Ibid,, p. 102
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• .  ^
has Nature given birth to it in the instinct of man? Jfliat is its 

meaning and'purport? Is it sa<5h a thing tliat has been coined by 

coramon, people or philosophers? Or is it such a thing that its mean* 

Ing <5r its relationship to tklings is found in the lav; of nature,

. It is in the very nature of man to like or dislike a thing

according to the dictates of his ’reason’ and to reform the evil

13 ''4
and change it into good. This is the essence of civilisation,*^

There is no doubt that this.tendency or desire for change is in

herent in man temperamentally or instinctively,^^

There are two forces /at work in the nature of man in his on-

16
ward march towards civilisation, v i z .,  good and evil. But what

one nation approves of as good may be considered a>i\na2ative value

17
by the other. V/hen soiae people get together and settle down in

a particular place, their needs, their urges, their food, their

modes, their living, their thinking, their joys, their sorrows,

their 111®3 and their dislikes become uniform in course of time,^^

Hence, their moral values also become uniform and similar.^® The

collective urge or desire for,diffusion or transmission of ideas

and feelings in any nation or a group of people become a part of

20
civilisation. So-long as different groups are settled in differ

ent ‘places, their needs and tJosires are also different and dis

similar, and their concepts and ideas about civilisation also vary

- 21 
accordingly.

12. Tahzcebul Akhlaque, Vol., .‘[I, p . ’ 113. IVavll Kishore Press
13. Ib id ., p, 114 ii
14. Ib id ., p : 114 I
15. Ib id ., p. 114 19. Ib id ., p. 114
16. Ib id ., pi 114 20. Ib id ., p. 114
17. Ib id ,, p, 114 21. Ib id ., p. 114
18 . Ib id .;  p. 114 T  *
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As human knwledge advances, civilisation also makes rapid 

strides. Z:i c'J ^'IThe transfornation from the state of bad

into a state of good setjj' reaction in material and moral spheres 

pp
6f l ife . Civilisation manifests itself in individuals in their 

avoidance of pain, in tlieir enjoyment of pleasure, in their pro

gress of arts and sciences, and in their sublimation of feelings

and emotions. Thus, civilisation plays a vital role inj^indivi- 

24
dual’s llfd. Civilisation is a process of sifting the good from

the bad and is a positive step in the direction of uplifting man

from a louver to a hi/jlier l e v e l . C i v i l i s a t i o n  is a moderating

26
force in determining the factors of human behaviour anil ideas.

It teaches man to value time, to investigate into the occurrence

of things, to co-ordinate them to perfect human conduct and Icnou-

ledge and ultimately to utilise tliem in a proper manner for the good

27
of a ll . And what is the up-shot of all these strivings? It

brings in its wake spiritual and material happiness to man and gives

him a moral stature, a genuine contentment and a real dignity which

exalt him from a state of barbarism to a position of civilised 

28
existence.

Sir, Syed cites the theory of H .T . Buckle by v/ay of comparison

29
in regard to the acquijrltion of civilisation;

'.90

22. Tahzeebul Akhlaqu<ij, V o l .II , p. 115
23. Ib id ., p. 115
24. Ib id ., i>. 115
95. Ib id ., p. 116 ■ ,
26. Ib id ., p. 116 1
27. Ib id ., p. IIG
28. Ib id ., p. 116
29. Ib id ., p p . 116 ani 117

I-t-'i-
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i .  To InvestlgatQ into the cause and nature of percept

ible things about v;hich wo have Insufficient knowledge 

and to strive for pi'opagation of knowledge thus obtained 

Inductively, The more the success is achieved in this 

direction, the more cissured will be the progress of nan 

towards civilisation,

i i .  To cultivate tile spirit for ascertaining the unBinown

before investigation;

i i i ,  . To correlate human findings for the purpose of huiaan 

progress, leading to one's own convictions;

iv . L \Ji'he great ehemy of civilisation is the method of 

conducting the Affairs of life  by the state or religion 

in which case there can be no progress, i . e . ,  the state 

•should teach the people what they should do and that 

religion should likewise 'j  ̂ what they should believe.

Sir Syed also agrees with the last point of BucKLe with regard

to the interference of the State in mattors of individual thinking
t

and living and considers it as a great hindrance in the way of

30
human progress and civilijjation. This has also been responsible

for the ’uncultui’a l ’ and ;the 'uncivilisational* attributes of the

31
people of India, Eryptj, Turkey and other parts of Asia, Regarding 

the dictates of religion in the life  of the people, Sir Syed parti;
* •

agrees and partly disagrees with Buckle; his attitude being that 

Buckle’ s viewpoint is only partially correct as religion is decidedly 

a clvilisatlonal factor* According to him, irrellgion is positively 

a stumbling block in the progress of civilisation. But a greater•

91
•

30. Tahzeob&l Akhlaque, Vol. I I , p. 117 
3\. i b M . ,  p. m  ’
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hindrance in the way ot civilisation is experienced, when religion 

gets mixed up with erroneous ideas, prejudices, superstitions ??nd 

imaginary beliefs, resalting in the distortion of its distinctive 

features. Sir Syed supports his views by showing the plight of Is: 

in the nineteenth century, which was engulfed by the darkness of. 

’t^ le e d  * (imitation^ whereas accbrding to him no true religion 

like Islam can ever Impede the progress of man as the laws of IsL-

and the aim of civilii:ation are one and the same.
32

Factors of CiyllisatloB

Sir Syed lool^ upon the great nations of Europe as truly 

civilised and cultured, while he regards the Chinese and the Tur: 

as less civilised. Similarly, the original inhabitants of North 

America, Australia, South Africa and the savages of South Araeric 

are hardly civilised. Thus, physical, geographical and rellgiou 

factors promote or deter the progress of national civilisation*'^

Of all the factors of civilisation, the first and foremost 
This is

factor is man himself./due to his organic and biological cast -̂ ;hic

35
is far-superior to that of other beings. He also possesses a

mastery over other species owing to his intellectual faculty and

manual s k i l l , H e .  can give more comfort and leisure to himseli*

37
through his ingenuity which is denied to other creatures, la 

other words, he can create for himself such conditions as help to

32, D r „  I ,  Topa t Sir Syed. A.hmed Khan - A Study in Social Thought,
• pp. 236 and 2216,

33, Eukamraal Majmoci*I Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p, 58
34, Ibid ., p. 58
36. Ib id ., p. 60 ,i
36 . Ib id ., p. 60 t
37. Ib id ., p. 60 i

lUlj
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make his life  more comfortable and purposeful than ,1s possible in 

Nature,^® ‘It _ls Mcause ' of this creative and Inventive spiril 

that he has survived and flourished in this world of eternal strr-. 

gle for the consutnaatlon of his material and spiritual veli-being ^

The distinctive quality of man is his Instinctive urge that 

guides him to seek the company of his own fellow-beings; the chiei 

cause being that aft' individual, owing to the limitation of his

93

faculties and the/accident of birth, is Incapable of going beyon^

40
his inherent pov/ers. But in spite of the superiority enjoysa bv

man as against other creatures, he has not been able to attain

civilised level in a uniform way all over the world * As riation^

differ in their cultural achievements^, . j it is necessary to

take into consideration the basic cause of these varying phenor;:-;.̂

It is Incumbent on ms to examine in detail, hov; certain nations

have overcome difficulties in the face of adverse circumstances

42
their own way and according to their own genius.

Civilisation has been Influenced by factors —  geographical

43
environment, inter-communication, religion and government,

1) .  Geographical Environment

Sir Syed observes that the factor of furtl~.ity or producti. ■

of any land is not!'the essential cause to i.* ;iOue or hinder civ.

44 f
satlon. Apparently it appears that wliercv'sr there is abundcnc

38. Mukaminal Majmcoii Lectures wa Speeches ..Ir 3yed, p. 60
39. Ib id ., p , 61
40. Ib id ., p. 61 'M; .
41. Ib id ., p. 61 '
42. Ib id ., p. 61 I;:;
43. Ib id ., p. 61 I I
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of food in fertile  areas, people sv/arm the place and fou«d tiie faci-'
• 4 4

lit ie s  to acquire a highar type of c iv ilisation , ' But this is not 

a l l . The*primitive l i fe , led by the islanders of the South-Eastern 

belt of Asia, shovs clearly that their homeland ij; a veritable cen

tra of idleness, ignorance and tyranny in spite of generous gifts 

of Nature

The continents of South America and Africa bear.testimony tc

the fact that the inhabitants of those regions have lived tlirough

the epochs of historjf like mushrooms or self-grooving plants of tv̂ e

forest'^ without any plan or purpose. The -’egion of ilfrica watered

by the Kile -.as had a chequerred past and witnessed the ancient

46
glory, dignity and pomp of the Pharoahs. Sirr>iTarly, the lands of

Syria and Mesopoi;emia, r ■■ j Irrigated by the rivers Euphrates and

T igris , iZUicM. were In ancient tim es^ the seats of civilisation  add

culture, as evidencecl from the historical records of the unearthed

47
twin-cities of Babylon and Nineva, The ancient empire of. Persia 

presents a gloric5us record of achievement and no less VJere the at-

I

I
04

tainmonts in the fi.5\Ld of human progress and civilisation  in the

itr

49

48
basin of the Gant.'0s , .3irailarly, the contribution of the Chir.-*r'

is a landmark in the history of the world.

44 , Mukammal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches .'Sir Syed, p. €3L
45 . Ib id .,  p. 62 .
46# xb id ., p. 62 •
47 . Ib id ., p , 62 ip J
48 . Ib id .,  p. 62
49 . Xbid ., po 62

: : ■
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11) ^  Inter-cowPim l c ^ Q D

Inter-cominunication betwc.-!' individuals or nations is con- 

sidered as the most vital fact' •• of civiHsntioni. Nations hancu- 

capped by extensive land barr.'^r*^ are deprived of the means of 

liealthy and free intercourse- ^ They are, thus, Incepoblc of c

municating their thoughts aiv ex-hanging their naterial goods ?

• 51
making human relationship p pos fu l. It , therefore, goes yi-̂ '

-out saying that no nation in ever reach the height of clvilioc

52
tion v/ithout IntGr-coanrmnic ;lon and Inter-relationship.

It is said of/nations hat, if they become static, they can- 

not adapt themselves to cond tions of civilisation. The 

nomadic people drav;ing thCi- sustenance from animal milk, or fr'- .

the trade of dornesticated ' aimal; , are the be.  ̂ illus*«rrtions to
/ ^

bear out this proposition,' * Th» /  are like the ancient Scythirr...

and Tartars, who could not show ; -ly cultural progress because

55
tfee^narrov/ range of ii!i.tetllf. ctual development, Similar is the 

condition of the Beduins, nfricahs, Tibotans, Bhootanese, 

Caucasians and those inhabiting ■! ho mountain ranges of Atlas and 

Aros,®^ By these illustrations, "^ir Syed pointedly shov/s that 

inter-conmunication betveen naticns Is essential for the grov/th o_ 

any nation in culture arid :lvlli£ tion.

S5

60. ?{ukamtaal Majmooa Loctu ’es wa Speeches Sir Syed, p. 62 
51. Ib id ., p. 62
62. Ib id ., p. 62
63. Ib id ., p, 62 5:
54, Ib id ,, p. 62
66. Ib id ., p. 62
56. Ib jd ,, p. 63
57. Ib id ., j p ,  63
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Migration is a factt r in t ?\n3mitting cultural traits, t^adi-

tions and‘customs from gioup t( Rroup, people to people and country 

6ft
to country.’ When peopXe thu break through the tiice-honoured 

barriers, they carry alcnig \i±*h them new desires, new ambitions 

and new outlook fostering the processes of transmission an3 cultur

al synthesis* The latt jr prc ’ess is also instrumental in rralcing

the savage artl barbarous natj )ns vie with the highly civilised 

59
people. Thus, inter-jonnaurIcation is one of thB dynamic factors, 

in the advancemert of cl/lllsa  Ion,

i l i ) .  1< V j r L  w> n  ^
' i

, Religion is a civilising force and a means of social control.

Since the dawn of history religion has been conceived as a meants ot 

worship of some supreme pc;er. The idea of such v/orship o?.’iginat3fi 

with the Phoenicians and the E^j/ptiana and was developad by the 

Greeks and the Romans,^

Religion has develop<Dd the power of imagination among the poets 

of all times, who, produced unrivalled pieces of art in Egyptj 

Chaldes, Greece and Italy, Their art is a proof of their 

advanced civilisation,^^ In the same way, the religion in Chin-z

• is a depiction of the history of civilisation from the 

stage of atheism and agnosticism to the stage of positi

vism and monotheism. Moreover, it is due to the influence of

68, Mukammal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p, 63
69. Ib id ., p. 63
60. Ibid ,,, p, 64

•61, Ib id ., p, 64 ii
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Christianity that followers*havebecome fond of learning,

dignity and p o w e r ■ Similarly, Islam has been helpful in tho

progress of civilisi-itlon and has jffnot been against civilisation

i' ■ 63
as it is sometimes *3ontended. The influence of religion as a

►

factor of civilisation is  proved beyond doubt. Only a defect

ive religion can be detrimental to c iv llla a tlo n .^

iv) . G o v e r n m e n t

It is an acknowledged fact that £l despotic ruler has absolui

power and control over his subjects. In such circumstances, no

man can attain the state of perfection and individual freedom io

66
out of question. The urge for freedom ani tha fostering of

ideas, as Ji contributing factor^in th© change of thought and

action, are strongly opposed by a tyrannical Government which

66
ultimately hinders human civilisation.

The division of men into Isolated national groups is an ob tot ^

cle to the development of universal civilisation. Civilisaticr; i,ouvv/

67
never be attained without the freedom of thought and action.

Hence, freedom and independence are the prime factors in the c...

livj

69

6S
vancement of civilisation. The degree of civilisation variu

with the extent of freedom Individuals enjoy,

62. Mukammal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed* p, 64
63. Ib id ., p. o6
64. Tahzeebul iUdnlaque, Vol. I I ,  p. 61
65. Mukammal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p. 65
66. Ib id ., p. 66 *
67. Ib id ., p. 66
68. Ib id ., p. 66
69. Ib id ,, p. 66

0

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



I ^

T|i.^ -r-i—i .» , /f''

I »

■ •if
( " !'■ >t • 

t, •

'- Sir Syc. ' *s <'onceptibn of civilisation Is of-a cpmprehenslve
nature and e bracks almost all aspects of l ife . It  is humane and

• I

universalj toU' hes nany facets df society; it Is composed o£ 

internal and external p;focesses of social life,*^® It  is of no 

consequence i kno- whelliher a man goes to heaven or hell, but it is 

of great sir^ ficai ce to know whether 'ha haa done service for

‘ I 71
the good of ^ s fellow human-beings or not. Sir Syed lays stress

on the fact lat it is the duty of an individual to do good to the

community, ; all of tjs are indeed brethi'en and belong to

one 1 'family ^s "^branche: of one tree, we should do good to one

72
another, ^vVSyed considers civilisation as creative, practical

and good whose traitp îre baseu on the laws of Nature and not on

* religious bias ogior.t' prejudice. He strongly advises that we

should gi-̂ ;p all bias and pr .ludice; co-cpnr;‘te with others in

sym’" itiiy and virtue without hatred an'’ r'rlde ana devote outselves

73
to the service of our fellov;-beings. It is wicn?; to consider 

those" 4tcustoms and ‘ hAliits as bbnstltj^^nts of Civilisa— 

tion which are in fact the outcome of the age-long prejudices of

country and religion, because peoples of different countries have

ill
differetit customs and habits, and look upon each other v;ith contempt

74
and hatred. In fa£t, civilisation has no relationship at all v;5.th 

.contemptuous attitude and behaviour towards the customs and habits• «
*7

of others. Sir Syed further clarifies thnt every man should do

70, Tahzeebul A.khlaque,l Vol. I I ,  p, 529
71, Ib id ,, p, 530 i
72, Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed„ p, 20

•73. Ib id ,, p, 41 I ■
74. Ib id ., p* 41
75, Ib id ,, p, 41 j
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his duty assigned to him by God and promote the ever-lasting good

76 -
of human and national welfato, . There can be no doubt that the 

*EveV-lasting good* is an Gissential attribute of civilisation.

A-
'.viitif .

76, Majm’ooa Lectures wa ^SJjeeches Sir Syed, p« 121.

a
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i|.'i CHAraER «V 

INDrriDUAL AND CUSTOMS

Custom as a social force exercises a restraining InTluence 

, on.an individual. It  Is a socially prescribed mode of behavi

our, transmitted by tradition and enforced by social sanction,

• Custom once established is d ifficult to change, k custom can 

make something appear right at one time ancT wrong at another. In

dividuals ordinarily conform to the prevailing customs In  order 

to avoid being conspicuous or being an object of ridicule or 

persecution, ^

Custom as defined by Sir Syed

Customs and traditions are group-accepted techniques of con

trol that have become v;ell-established and are transmitted from 

generation to generation. They are group-sanctioned and the in

dividual members of the grtiup are constrained to conduct them

selves in accordance with t.he dictates of custom and tradition,^ 

Sir Syed maintains that the system of social control, based 

upon customs and traditions, deprives man of his Initiative and 

of his power of Judgement and weakens his moral and intellect

ual 

* * •

As a social thinker^ Sir Syed has carefully studied the 

origin, development and function of customs in relation to indi

vidual and society. He iHeCines custom as an institution which

1, Euory S , Pogordus i Scclt;locy, p , 475, Macmillan Co .,
Now York, 1949 (3rd edition).

2 . Sir Syed Ahwod Khan x Intlkhab-e-Hazamaen-c-Sir Syod,
p. 12, Aligarh, 192C*.

•
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hat Ifetn trahBalttt^f^n past generations amt adopted by people,thov»̂ ^

• It came to be established*^ Distinguish

ing between habit and loustom, Sir Syed says that "habit Is tha
• I

l̂ roduet of oar own tetjttierament, whleh guides us Instinctively and 

•pontaneouSly to do a leertain act repeatedly, while custom Is a 

force which reacts upon us froiri outside and by which we do a func

tion repeatedly?
with

Sir Syed agrees/tjhe definition of custom as adopted by some 

Bhgllsh wrltet-s. Theŷ  are of opinion that "ouatom la what Is 

repeatedly done, oi* what has been done continuously for a

l6ng tlme*^ Custom is always an unwritten law which is unanimous

ly auppot'ted for ageii by the people atd the sanction of ê iktom 

issufties the form of law"**

Sir Syed discusses custom in relation to Isw and says that

manjr cofdlfiers of law define jcustom as a law which Is neveif

written down, but which has been prevalent with the sanction*and

willingness of the commcn p«bble for ages**̂  Custom forms a large 
unwritten »

part of the/law. of a country. In England,'common laws’ are the

unwritten laws and the great Jurists of the country have defined '

the cbinraon laWs as the ancient customary laws of England,

Similarly, customs and tranditlons of India are the 'common lAwa*
9

of the country*
—  I-- -  - - . . r ... ■ ■ ......... ■.... - - .

►3* Mukanmal Itojmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir,Syed, p, 83, Lahore
4. Ibid,, p. 83 > • - iooo, -
e. Ibid., p. 83
6 , Ibid., p« 83 
7* Ibid., p. 83
8 . Ibid., p. 83 ✓ t
•  , Ibid., pp.83 and 84 \ ^

I ’
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Factorg Influencing the farmatlon of customs

Sir,Syed mentions the following factors as determining customs

1, Climate of a country;
11, S0cl0"cultural factors;

111. Processes of Imitation and assimilation:
* Iv , State of progress or decadence of a nation,

. There Is no doubt that climate and other physical characteris

tics of a country determine, to a large extent, the nature of cur- 

toms that prevail there

' Sir Syed is also aware of the fact that socio-cultural facto'-'*

influence the foimatlon of customs, He maintains that as there 

differences In the social and culture.1 patterns cf various nfitio:
T O

the fH2£tc3is of there nations also reflect these differences,—

♦

Although lr.lt at ion arxJ assimilation of the customs of othai 

 ̂ nations li ^  of open-Kindodness sin.d -wicdonj yot bli.nu ial  ̂

•ticA Is :e and hai-rful« People should discjriminatG

SCiod en(? customs in adopting or rejecting the custoiLS of

r.ther people.^
14

■ Sir Syed admits tfcat there is not a single nation in the 

Wflvli i/hlch i j  pernicious custoi'As.,^^ In

10* Tahzeebal i;:'!’.lac- V4I* I I ,  ?> published by Kavil Kic'c o:: 
Press. . ■ '

11. 9 
i M i , ,  p* w 

13* IV-d., p* 9 
14 a Ib id ., p . 9
15, Ib'ic1,_ p* IX)

'  yJ
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one country, however, bad custofcs may preponderate and In another 

the reverse may te the case.^® According to Sir 5yod, the notion 

which has few bad customs as compared to other nations can be re

garded civilised dnd advanced* 17

Sir Syed Is conscious of the fact that no individual can

throw off the yoke of custom and remain iimnune from its socio-

18
cultural influences, 

19

His actions are governed by social cus~ 

^oms. He is forced by Nature and anviromnent to adopt such 

customs as are prevalent in society in which he noves®^ He is

born with a pliable nature vrhich is shaped mostly by custQTri;? 

social environE:9nt.

of Customs

Before iiiscu££ir.,g the good and bad effects ol‘ Austens on

•",>•>075 trie. show tha trfema:x'’;.as infl ence

on n>.en*s evo*y-aay . He points ou*:- that .

pc r;',i.es£ a ..-established zvj:to'm, Taevo r-.y bî

custc } vh ■ ;orevail :v :n  aralnst religious sanctions. The;, v

,r ..- ;e>̂ p In ta© hearts of t-ho people that the pov;er:.V.i

■>P
■ 'on is unable to uproott-.

is very strong and 

'uiolars and philoscph 

i lir^j bow dov>»i c.. 

.t’iilccae, Vol ; ’ . ■

It is sur

; ponder over l.iu:.:.’ 

: v^oro justoms./ ''"

1 1
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Sir Syed thinks that It  1st no use merely to discriminate between 

good and bad custoKs.^^ What is really Important is tb find out

whether it is desirable to improve them and to devise vays of 

impDDvement
26 ,

It is a matter of co!®ion observe'fede^Othat a custoci.having reli

gious sanction behind it  ;aas a more powerful influence on Indivi- 

(fuals than other customs.'" He clarifies the relationship bet^v'een 

religion and custom by enphaslsir.g the fact thp.t rigid ^.dhsronce 

of the individuals to religious customs coKes in the vay of prc- 

gx̂  '■s.n.d ass:/ ‘Attempt to roforrc then is 'io e~prsd oneself to the 

charge ’•=*

c, close • t*.. V ■/, : botvsen cxssto'sk - •* acci riy,

l-Ie ■ fivt i-b? i'SpC5r'':c=.;:e4̂  of -"v.ch a relate,oa^'^M.p aiKl cv-i‘i:is on

■'> o ' ’'.'(Stofn In ■? chcrialsig In c : r

.......' > e-.i5t v: I* ti.s m-terr^ of J-ccilat:’' /

■ %' .• •; ?:•.••• r-ad accC'sj'Zy £-r ';bc C£u-:'=»,- O:*'

■■ • ■''-'C'.k. ' -'j, ' “I custwruV are prxrily -.'no ' ci' C':v.»

'*■ ?*O’* a r e  oth:;-j| -̂ ancOv. a i:o  whlcix £/-Ivo .-f..-:

■ ' r-'̂  c...;, o3ti<3>a zf t the Siff?>r&;r« ius-cu:.:

Cî  ror V of vr,,.vioiis coi.̂ Ax+.-ew,, . . m - c c ’'--

a:jc ■ .-’ i, C-. th-? ;:>i‘or'Vysf:

 ̂ * 4
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The Roform of Customs •

A close study of human sccleties will reveal the Sact that 

customs vary and sometimes they arc contradictory* !?heir incon

sistency is an argument in favour of the need for change and ro« 

form /"'

There are three kinds of customs prevalent among peoples —

religious, governmental and cultural. The ancient Greeks, the

Egyptians and the Hindus worshipped idols5 and, as a reli2ioas

custom, they considered it as a means of salvation. The I uslins

and the r consider the worship of idols as irreligious and

believe that vjorship of any other being but God will condoma them 

'3
to Though the Jeu-t:, ”he j'.uslims anc the Hindus r ^

a -imal sacrifices as a part o;.’ theiic’ religion, a Buidhis’: *- .. •: 

it as hattaya. Religious cuiitci.i? and beliefs vary consid^rt^'bls'^-■ 

according to geographical cortditions and characteri;trie,:, of r-

pies* SimilaD’lyj ,custo’̂ .£i„ relating to goi'ernwent are dx 

from one country to another. Here Sir ayed-gets u gojd ■ 

from the cc«itemporary “ ,S ,A . Ko mentions that s-orz'S ’

States consider ■ the abolition of slavery '... a duty c>i' t: 

government, whereas other States Clain tl'at thv -■y'!:. 

uphold the right of the master over the slave*’"''

3lS, I'lukammal I’&jmooa Lecturej; wa  ̂ ■
33, Ib id ,; p* 89
34. Ibid»' p, 90

Sir

V
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There are marked differences in the social and cultural customs

of different nations. In European society, it is a mark of respect

to be bare headed, while shoesff/v. Among HinduSj respect

36
is cliovn by covering one's head and having bare feet. Sir Syed,

giving another example of the variety and relativity of custcr.s,

points out that a girl of Western nation freely selects a nan as

her husband, but an Indian gir3. is not allov/ed to converse vith

husband for certain days even after her marriage* Similarly,

bigaay is  considered a vice and crime in We£;tern sccieiyj V.ai vhis

36
Qwstom has religious sanction ancng Musliras/ Pc'^anory ar t

poiyg-;^;' are p sraitLoc  in c e r t a in  tr ib e s  and {• reaps - - a:’e

37
h ib it e d  by o t h e r s .'' These  are  a fov; czamplps oi! cu;vtor.iS v.'hlcl:- :

are cc:.s.;.dereo by certain, nations as inu.ioralj while Oohcr

'■'P
warmly approve c '  tiieia,‘' I t  i s  obviously d lfficul- . ‘Cm ...5../

ever.' * theses h^itcrogenecus custc^na i s  good and

to custoin is rigorously enforced, no natiou

39

108

at;! .0 vive up evil custoriSc

Sir Sy<̂ d ■-’ oes not lend support to the blind adhs.: » cS

custor;! and tr=.‘‘di’*:it-....„ fie laaintains that the reforci oX‘ * '3 -

is ';:*ry for t.1,6 healtiiy groxvth of huiran society.

■ ';t  of the coiif? ti,.-;, of '■ 3CCloi:y a . v.

■'leu'* ■ iy Sf 'v o \i± jc. tho ■ ?nge of adi

"how av , to T&y due lo

Majmooa L e e t i . v ' a  speeches Cŷ -d, p* ij'O
•o, 90. Sor'j '’ so v«: ' lot keep u- ■ 'nti t olr ' ■ !■

- ;h€> c.'r:'J,tlor of !'.v = , per
Mt - Thv 7,9'ch century

• »  • •

9Q
.. p
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because, nan has been brought up frdk his infancy in the n;ldst cf 

customs which have become his second nature. Sir Syed points 

out that those v/ho blindly adhere to cuctoirjs do not realise that 

they were adopted by their ancestors after considerable acdificstlon 

and change. When our ancestors refor’tied the customs of their ances

tors, why should we not reform the customs of cur ar.cestcrs?'^^ Sir 

Syed strongly urges for the reform of the customs, Tsther-.v’ise huriS.ri 

society, according to him, would becomo static and there would be 

no change for the better in its pattern of l i fe , ”̂  He, however, 

ful3.y realises the strength of opposition to £.ny effort'? at 

chaji^e of customs„ In the beginning, the people are sI-oe>.ed 1/ 

e;on a  taiia crifcicism of a ticie-honoured custom./'”' i c'-.ie:'’ r^a 

so;: Tor this, is lack of knov/ledge and '*-c Icr

defective education does not enable ther. to overcome their . -

^ufiices and tc realise the nesd for i*fvfo.f!U and-

Sir Syed volut-: out that the rerorm of eastern;-; . .

cial ofi'eot on man's ;.iode of living and the deve*,opiner,t of »

intellect, Higid conformity to a group-vay of l i ie , leuis ■■

the .“'M^Mation of h u . i n t e l l e c t  and its creative

It ais; results In th^ decline of arts and science s;:;

4£
;̂0c€i0ence* ‘Prc^re^ss becoraas an impossibility? ,n " 

d:' . , l-Zhen r m u  undertakes the reforr:. oi c\\-' - - :.2

4.*̂ . .-̂naual i . ^^ecturei; v/a ^peerihos '>ir Svsd, p,
/i ' ' ’ "

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



tmis^

faced \ilth the difficult problem of discrimina-cin.'' between f-

gooc ••nd bad elements in a particular custom, "^porienc? arr'-r-a-

tion and training hsip one to differe.rt"' '.e between, good anc! bad

• customs , Som-^  r - : l o  suggest tliat a .- ^ton chc:;ld be ro.?oraed

o,ily v’ica all the people are In agreen^sr.t as tc its de^irr.bili' v^

bat s'.;.ch a unanir.it" i?- difficult to obtain bccsuse. of the

51
• • ,t-‘ consf/vvatlsa of thr Tj c i . i cr .

''ir -^ved’s approacJi to the qr.ostion of r-'.v •- of cuatr'ra is 

indiv5uualj.3tij-, offers ccuncl to the “vr'so;;:

.-..ru 5?ncl£ to or ;’ofor . custoras., cabins that •. : rhou3.C

, cour.x--' C'f ' / rro;i"’:lction .. .5 f.^ce • 0  '-\ -

"ol."i-; ^rx I> :.jt i., r:^

even '̂ vhen Xv. i- C0nd0 i;iv*0d x  

 ̂u o:'' ■* \ they v ill  begin 'c apprccia'^^e ’.i;:: - o"‘ AV\4 t̂ vtl

0. -.rl.- cUi as ■iiV:r-'r l-.ade” , 7'A®' >• ogress oJf* a.*noinw

-- - ■ ‘ ‘

lOS

V

- - A-

..i.s -V . : ; , ' Accoi’d in s  to  S i r  SyecJ; cliv.--gi,

- .nsahle ,o:.- ■< .■ • proC--ss • .-

• ' and peopl- :-fcreover.. :'t ij; an  achncv:

:r.\.cra3 change 'with thti tiriO.,

'lir Syyd ■point'! out that moral or irr  

iiron the riiC' er 'Usec-'' curtc..-,.^^ -tia;' •■■ ■. ■. .. +k>-

r \ j ,  Mak:;, "ac-l -o' L.0’cturc3  Spoeche^ - -r,-
- i b i :  - 

62. ■
53..
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66
of human Inltlatlvf* He Is awefe of the fact that man Is not ai 

machine and that h||ifactions are not completely determined by ex

ternal* forces, Rathea*, he Is like a tree, which spontaneously

66
grows through a vltali force which God has created. To live

1.'
without custom and tradition Is not possllile. One should, however,

Insist on the retentl>pn of only such customs as can Justify them-
!•!'

selves at the bar of reason and the rest be abolished without

67
hesitation. Those customs which are good an2 useful may be

I

observed- those whichi tire In need of Improveinent may be reformed
i „ 53

and those which are bad and vicious may be given up. It is a

great mistake to stick to customs, when our reason tells us that

59
they are positively harmful,

I

Sir Syed believes that customs are relative to the age in which 

they flourish and are specific to the community which adopts then* A 

•custom may be good for a community at a particular time, but may

]Dtisitlvely harmful at a later time. Similarly a custom which suits

* 60 
community nay be unsuitable to other communities. To adhere mecht

nlcally to customs, even if  they are good, is harmful for it stunts

intelligence and cramps creative faculty,

Sir Syed was conscious of the fact that a person would bei
well-advised to follow jbhe example of one who is wiser than him

self, But there is a difference in following the example of a

wise man and in adhering to customs.
62

As a matter of fact

55, Intikhab-e-Mazameeni-e-Slr Syed, p ,ll , Muslim University Press,
66 . Ibid., p. 12 Alijrarh, 1927.

57. Ibid ., p. 12
58. Ibid ., pp.12 & 13
50 • Tb4(3 * ̂  p* X3
60. Ibid^, 16
61. Ibid ., p. 16
62. Tbld. j p. 16

Pit.
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adherence to customs is blind and proceeds from complete'Ignor- 

ance of their virtues or evils. ' The slave of custom never

110

makes use of his intelligence.
63

Sir Syed attributes the backwardness of oriental people to 

tJheir rigid observance of customs. In many Eastern countries,-
#

public life  is dictated by custom. There v/as a time when the

people of the East were richly endowed with creative intellect

and had introduced beneficial usages which, in the course of time,

64
crystallised into custom's. Now, those very people are in a

sad plight because customs, hardened by age and time, hold them

tight under their grip . Thus great in the past, they have

fallen in the estimation of progressive and advanced nations of

the present age. The so-called civilised nations of the V/est

advanced from their primitive stage of society because they v/ere

not the slaves of custom. The early history of the East also

records that its people did not rigidly and slavishly adhere to

customs in their hey-day and their spirit moved freely undeter-

65
red by the bonds of custom.

Sir Syed takes up the question as to why the nations of 

Europe, despite their adherence to some of the ancient customs, 

are making progress in every respect. He sees no reason to re- 

vise his opinion about blind adherence to custom as hariBful and 

frankly admits that if  the nations of Europe beiEome blind follow

ers of customs, they too will meet with the same fate. The

63. Intlkhab-e-Kazameen-e-Sir Syed, p. 16
64. Ibid ., p, 16 ^  9
65. Ib id ., p. 16
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difference betwe«;n the European and Eastern countries in respect

of adherence to customs is that* in the West customs are roforrr!e»fl

from time to time and adapted to new conditions so* that they no

longer act as hindrance to progress. In the V/est, an effe/itc^

custom is transformed into a useful practice and the people gain

66
by conforming to it . This tendency of adaptation and improve

ment is noticeable ;Ln the ! 

tlon, ethics and religion.^

xll

ment is noticeable ;Ln the spheres of technology, politics, educa-

67

r

Sir Syed finds great diificulty in setting a criterion for

good customs. He says that it is very difficult to ass ess: the

63
Every nation 

69

customs of a country and to ^udge their merits,

likes its own customs and is very often satisfied with thein '̂

He further adds that the things to which man gets used become

70
pleasant to him and he likes them whole-heartedly. But this

does not mean that the assessment of good and bad should depenci

on the likes and dislikes of man. As a matter of fact • ■ -

good and bad customs are relativ* terms,.,One , should not just

assume that a custom is good or bad, but should open-mlndedly

and carefully examine It , for a certain custom which is really

71
bad, cannot be held good merely by social approval, Neverthe-

»
less, it can be said that even a good custom may become bat’ in

72
course of tim e,'^

i

66, Intikhab-e-Mazameen-e-Sir Syed, p. 17
67, Ib id ., p, 18 '
68 , I'ahaqgbul AKhlaquo, V o l .I I , p ,7
69, Ib id ,, p, 7 .
70 , Ib id ., p, 7
71, Ib id ., p, 8
72 , Ib id ., p. 9
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lis

Sir Syed advocates that we should whole-heartecMLy welcomo

good customs and traditions, bu"? set our face against bad

custgnis, whether they belong to our own country oif to other

73
countries. Thus, the adoption of customs and their reform shoulu 

be based on an unprejudiced and unbiased consideration of their 

merits.

73. Tahieebul Akhlaque, Vol. I ,  p. 16

n r
I!

..i-
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i CHAPTER Vl 

B D U C A T I O N

r

The basis of education is in the acquisition of knowledge 

from others, in the moulding of character, in the learning of
I ,

arts and crafts, in the adjustment of human relationshipj in the 

understanding of behaviour and in the appreciation of the time- 

spirit. Education is , therefore, the kindling of,the human mind 

from inside for the reception of information. One has to edu

cate oneself rather than be educated*

Sir Syed defines education as the process to bring out w h a t -  

ever„good there is in man*^ It keeps active and alive the powers
p

bestov/ed by God on man. • The education of man does not mean the 

pouring in from outside but the drawing out from the innermost 

recesses of the heart, Educatidn implies such knowledge as 

helps in finding out truth, improving morals, cultivating
4

fellow-feeling and recognising human rights. Therefore^ it is

our duty to humanise ourselves and not to animalise our exist- 

5
ence, KnovJledge gives pleasure to the senses and brings solace

to the soul;. It is acquire^ through experience and observation.

It helps In the understanding of truth and in dealing with 

7
beings.

1 . Tahzeebul Akhiaque,, Vol. I I , p* ?o
2 . Ib id ., p, 75
3 . Ib id ., .-D. 75

Majmoo a Lectures Spooqhes Sir Syed, p, 222,1 • ,  .
6 . Xukemmal Majraooa Lactures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p* 78
6 . Ib id ., p, 223 1
7 . Ibid ., p. 223 iijj
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Ttw Him and Scope of Educntlon

Sir Syed considers education as a source of progress. It. cnaM  

an individual to attain status atd honour and helps ii, nation In ec- 

qulring high position in the <?omlty of nations. Education nnfcea ir'>,

• p
generous, magnanimous, sympathetic and considerate. Without educa- 

tion man is bereft of all social and cultural benefits. The purposr

Of education is to make man virtuous, humane, honest and righteous 

and to develop in him feelings of mutual help, co-operation, self- 

respect and enterprisp,^^ Illiteracy breeds poverty, vbile literac: 

is the source of welfare and prosperity, A nation without educatio: 

falls a victim to pauperism, poverty and crime

It is only through education that society maintains its statu,

and dignity. 

13
sofiiety.

12
Civilisation and culture flourish in an educated 

All kinds of knowledge and science develop through it ,'

Bducaliton and kncwledge change the fate and condition of man or 

15
nationi

Education is also a source of spiritual pleasure, mental peaco

16
and physical comfort. It  teaches man to behave with fello^r-b^eir

in a civilised way and to adopt an attitude of straightfor\;ardnecs

17
towards God and society,

8 , Mukamnal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p« is!7 •
9 . Ib id ., p, 459

10 , Ib id .,  p. 462
11, Ib id , p , 76 . '
12, The Aligarh Institute Oazette, 10th February 1871, p. 82
13, Ib id ., p, 82
14, Ib id ., p . 82
16. Ib id .. p, 83 . ••
16 , The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 7th May 1871, p, 619
17. Ib id ,,  p, 619

!■!!!

V.
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Education promotes three qliallties : first, to civlliso one'a 

ov/n self; secondly, to make oneself worthy of the* duty and thirdly,

to prepare oneself for avocation.
18

Complete reformation depends on education alone. Education 

dispels the darkness of ignorance and social vices from society. 

Human heart becomes pure and free through education. As the

19

fulfilment of human needs and desires depend on education, so it is

21
futj.le to think of social peace and concord -without education.

An individual overcomes the difficulties of life  and achieves

22
success by means of education. Sir Syed does not think of the

adv-sntages of education in a limited sense. It provides a very vjlde

scope for human progress and welfare through invention, technology,

science and trade,

The object of acquiring knowledge or education is to reform

one’s self with a view to promoting material welfare and attaining

24
spiritual peace. Education brings about happiness to the indi

vidual and soul. It teaches us to be honest and true to others, 

to respect the feelings of others, to be tolerant and to observe 

piety to^vards a ll . It also teaches us to be obedient and true

to God and to be straightforward and honest in our dealings with

26
the fellow-beings,

18. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 7 ,5 ,1871 , p , 620
19. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 30th June 1871, p, 403
20. Ib id ., p. 403
21. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 24th May 1872, p. 319
22. Ib id ., p. 319
23. Ib id ., p. 320
24. Mazameen Sir Syed, p, 24, printed at Muslim University Aligarh,

1927.
25. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 8th March 1881, p. 5ia
26. Ib;Ld., p , 519 . ,
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Ed uc at. Ion an«l Tra /ning •

Accovd’ î ; to Sir S'yod, education and training are Intcr-related.

27 •
More eduf:atjt>n vflthout training is meaningless* Training Implies

the 13vine together, the co-operation with each other, the dining to-

28
gether anc’ the participation in cultural and social activities*

Proper training develops the sense of truthfulness, honesty, morality,

pffectlor, sympathy, love, self-respect, virtue, regard, freedom and 

£9
duty* It is inevitable for the improvement of character and the

30
acquisition of civilisation and progress. Without training no

31
nation can be called a living nation. Sir Syed points out that I f

a na'dloM wants to achieve national progress and national honour,

32
trajnlr? and education of a high order are necessary. A nation

cannot be celled civilised, unless It is enriched v/lth high stand-

33
ards of educjatlon and training. An educated nation develops a 

scientjfic outlook and thinks collectively of its progress and

welfaro, charlshes in its heart a zeal for co-operative activity

' 34
anrt ta?s:es a pride in her educated people. Proper training

cul’̂ ;lvites in man the power of resolution, makes him an active

member of society, develops In him national feeling, exhillrates

his heart, removes the feeling of passivity and the habits of

Icislne^s and enriches his life individually and col- 

36
lectivoly. Hence training is inseparable from edu-

2'^, Ma7,:am©en Sir Syed, p .24, printed at Muslim Univ. Aligarh, 1927. 
28. Majmooa Lectures Sir Syed, p. 422
20, Maaameen Sir Syed, p .488 tSafar Nama-e-Punjab, p*254).
30. Ib id ., p. 211
31. Ib id ., p. 422
32. Ibld.^ p. 439 .
33 . Hajrabca Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p. 443
34. Ib id ., p, 268
36. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 14th May 1895, p . 459.
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ecUicuticn, As a iijoans of 3oGlallslng and •civilising an individual 

its value "- high.

^eans of 11 co

• vS3> j/cd stat&s that time Is a factor to which the moans of edu

cation D’ust adjust Itself. Education and knovjledge, science and in

vention obange according to the conditions of tlme,^^ The means of

c.iacatlcn should conform with 'knowledge* and ‘science' of the time*

3V
Ori^ education and Its meanj; have no place in modern era,

Orienta. -.ciences and ?L9.nguages have lost influence in every-day

llf€( ard art ot Jn keeping with ihe pace of tinte. It is a futile

\  •

el ' ’>Tt to revive 'rlental learning, knov;ledge and language as time

lOUj

S9

38
has c) T ’^ed** W « s t e *  n education and sciences should be acquired as

a meti;?ure <>i 'vi[)e(llency au"* a source of progress,

The progress anu prosperity of a nation is possible only when

40
props?' stops are taken in ac^-'ordance with the urges of the tima,

«

National progress depends upon such means of education that would

41
iho new needs brought about by tho changing pace of timo.

36, S'fai' Nama-e-Punjab of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan ,̂
37, T e Aligarh Institute Gazette, 16th January iS81, p«67
38, Ib id ., p. 67 I One should not conclude that Sir Syed is oppos-

Itdd..* p. 68 5od to the teaching of all Oriental Sciences, fie
only wants that the sciences which have not made

a:y progress in the last one thousand years should not be taught,
e^g ,, such geography which teaches that earth is flat is not only 
uv.eles's but also harmful. Similarly, the old medicine, philosophy, 
lr>glc and physical sciences v;hlch have not kept themselves abreast 
with modern changes should not be taught,

40. MajmooJi Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p. 196
41 , Ib id ., p. 106

/

'f'V.
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Srcoess to'ay is asiJUV'-O only I'or those wIjo adhere to education v u a I

42
training .̂djiF-ted to the needs of time.

In rp.lt0 of the long history of oriental learning and without

shovilng any disrespect to the great achievements of our ancestors,

it cacmcfc l>e denied that what was considered original in the past has

now becoKie out-dated in the light of the progress in scientific knov-

led'ie which has changed our thoughts ard ideas in many respects and

43
of which our ancostors had no notion. I f  not/ we were to tread the

old and beet an path, we would be throi'm back hundreds of years from

the pr-sent age it.nd all hopes of improvement and progress would be 

44
lost tz' us,, Indeed, it would be a grave mistalte to think that we 

ha\e to do nothing because our ancestors had already done everything!^ 

Such Jcleas should be discarded in order to achieve progress in confor

mity V ith the time-spirit. As every moment brings a change, so w g

46
must ]!■ eep pace with it . Thus to think that the past achievements

of cm ancestors would satisfy the ever-increasing present require-

m'-!n"s or that, the old learning would stand in good stead as against

47
modern lonrning would be a regrettable and painful mistake. If  we

stick to the old ways and confine ourselves to the achievements of

our ancestors an3 ignore the new knowledge of the V/ost, we would look

l:lttl€ better than animals, the species of which cling together with

48
fright and remain unmoved.

4 2 . Ma.lmoctv Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p. 156
43. Ib1.d,i p,
44o Ib ld .i p. 248
45 . Ib id ., p. Ill
46. Ib id ., p , 112
47. I h M . ,  p, 112 ■ t
48 . Ibi.l,-, p, 112 ■ . |,.

i' ■

—  .......... . W1.CJC 1 0  bppm o w i i
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I31r ;y3d 's  interest In education nnrtlculorly rriodern educa-*

ticn, he calls it , hns boen an abidinc nature. In consonance

with thf tliae-Jpirlt, the English language and the new raeanG of

educstion wore considered its vehicle. The old 'Khanqahs' and

• ’Kal:tab^s' were to be discarded and in their place the foundation

of ’ n.->l;:lcral education* was to ^e laid , and new means of education

as reciprocation, avoidance of translation, English as medium of

49
instruction and formation of associations should be adopted.

This alone would usher in progress, signify intellectual advance- 

m-jnt and estabXJsh harmonious relationship between individual and 

individual.'^®

i ) .  Heciprocatlon

Sir Syed advocates reciprocation as a means of education. We

should take advantage of the knowledge of other nations v;ho had once ao-

51
quired it from us and have improved it to an astonishing degree.

52
Such a bargain should not be a matter of disgrace but of pride,

'{f w© turn tlie pages of history, we will find . that, as a

general rule, no nation has excelled others in whoa the seed of pro-

63
gr'“ss had not >fboen sown from without, V/e generally find, that

49, Mukammal Majraooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p, 175,
These were the centres of old and orthodox type of edujation i
devoid of any modern methods or techniaues.

50, Ib id ., p. 175.
51, VJhat Sir Syed wants to point out is that during Renaissance the

Europeans, vjho had ^ust emerged from living in the Dark Ages.
learnt most of the sciences and art from our orientals should
also not be shy and hesitant in learning sciences improved by the
We:'t.

52, Ma;)wooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Sye ’̂ , p, 112
53, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan : Address to the Natives of Hindustan on

.Education, p. 3, 1863,

119
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vhilo ono nation makos an invention another notion tak«« oivantage

of It , and by dint of Its labour fencl perseverance, ■briiî :s It to a

54 *
high standard of porfectlon. The Muslims, in tho boglniila':, had

llttlo ’ kncr/laase philosophy ani ph)’’slcs. They first borrowed fron

the Greeks and developad It tc a high standard. Its testilmon:,'’ is borno

65
■by the worlcs of the Muslim savants. Nations, like individuals,

tViTl/e better on mutual asslstanca —  leading or giving to o^:hers

that they have, and borrowing or getting from others what t'ley ht^/e

56
not* This reciprocation in education leads to the grov?th of know-

■57
ledge an3 the spread of oivilisation.. Sir Syed points out thr’.t so

long as our countrymen do not add to tJie store of their knowl

*tnd are content to remain in the state of "npathy and selfishnosy,

58
they cannot expect to make any progress.

11) .  T r a n s l a t j o «

Sir "  _.ij>jL<lers fu t , - the translation of books froM Snglish 

vernaculars as '  juns of education in view of the rapid advai.ce 

la the f-̂-*' of 3cientiflc research and tho richness of English 

literature. No doubt, Sir Syed, in the beginning of his educational 

campaign was in favour of tho translation of Snglish books into 

Indian languages. He himself states that tho well-wishers of th-» 

country, who are ardent to quicken the pace of progress in

54, Sir Syad Ahmed Khan ; address to the Natives of Hindustan on 
Education, p, 3 , 1863.

65. Ib id ., p. 3
66. Ib id ., p, 5
57. Ib id ., pi 5
58. Ib id ., p. 6

■ I
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modern knov;lcdge nnd science should endeavour to Introduc’? the

• gg
translation of the Enfiljsh works into the vernacular —  Urdu.

The trar^slation of standard and advanced books on sciences Ox 

other countries into our longuage will r̂ iake our country progress

ive in the field of knowledge and give prorain?nce to it in the 

w o r l d ,^  The first stage of progress in education rf a country is

the transmission of knowledge in sciences and technology through 

61
translation. He was the first educationist vjho harooured the 

idea that a University of oriental language sltould be started for 

the purpose of translating modern standard works into Indian 

l a n g u a g e s . H e  had actually put into practica his Idea by inau

gurating the Scientific Society at Aligarh, Its railn tasi: was to

translate modern standard works into an Indian language in orde’̂

63
to educete tho nation. Those who have done translation know it 

for a fact that there are insurmountable difficulties in translat

ing the technical terms of a foreign language .^  The other un

avoidable difficulty is that by the time a translated work is ready 

for publication the knowledge transmitted through it becomes stale 

and out-moded.®^ In this age books on sciences are numerous, ''nd

no association, society or government can undertake the translaticr.

66
of so'>»any books. It is essential to achieve knowledge and

121

59, The Allgerh Institute Gazette, 30th June 1871, p, 403
60, Ib id ,, P» 403
61. Ib id ., P. 403
62, Saiar :wama-e-]
63, Ib id ., P* 248
64, Ib id ., P* 249
65, Ib id ., p. 249
66, Ib id ., P* 249
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___

(education through the English language, 

follows I-

67

122

Sir Syed*3 advice is

1* Promotion of knowledge can be done only through 

the English language.®®

11. Translation of modern works of knowledge is

jmpossible, for-modern sciences are not res

tricted to one place and their progress has 

not ceased. Day-to-day new discoveries are 

made.

SlP Syed, however, concedes the importance of translation to

some extent for the secondary form of education; but for higher

education, i .e . ,  University education, the translation?, according

• to him, are not only useless but also harmful for the country.®^

By sticking to translations we, - Instead of moving forward, will 

70
. go backward. Sir Syed thinks that it is a mockery to Impart .

'J! " 71
modern knowledge.through the means of translatioa.

T*r̂

67. Safar Nama-e-PunJab of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, p. 13
68. Ib id ., p. 249
69. Mukammal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p. 260
70. Ibid ., p. 261

-Jl. Sir Syed was opposed to ^Ive higher education through trans
lated books. He was quqite realistic. He knew the difficul
ties of finding able translators, publishers willing to 
print highly technical books not having big audibnce and 
customers Interested in purchasing such translations. He 
correctly foresaw that dependence of higher education on the

• ■ translations in vernacular meant the inability of the stu
dents to read more than a handful of books and this would 
mean that they would be unaware and ignorant of the wonder- 

 ̂ ful work being done in English and other fluropean languages.
In other words, the standard of higher education would 

J, deteriorate if  It was to be Imparted t^rough translations.
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V

iJl^ . Ingllgh as Medium.of_lBatruo-tlQQ

Sir Sy^d, after realising the Importance of the English lang

uage, feels that the education In Indian languages cannot cope with 

the requirements of modern Il fe , only use Is In private and
I

domestic affairs. The use of vernacular as medium of instruction will

harm the cause of education, Xu teaching the Westeru sciences

* through the English language, the Interest of the country is better

72
secured* Thus It becomes Imperative to learn English to acquire

73
modern knowledge.

It was net the intention of Sir Syed, that the Hindus should
74

I give up Sanslcrit and the Muslims Arabic, both being sa<^red languages.

f

But for the sake of worldly progress, or the welfare of the nation

or to make man adjustable with the time-splrit, the learning of

, English language becomes Inevitable as worldly interests concern

75
both the Hindus and the Muslims,

English is absolutely necessary as a means of communication

76
between the ruler atfl the ruled and as a vehicle of social progress,

*

It is a means of social Interaction between different nations and

its study helpo an individual to becon» conversant with the history,^

77
religion and literature of other countries.

72, G .P , Graham i The Life and Work of Sir Syed Ahmed K3mn, p. 217 
» 73, Mukaomal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed- p, 210
: 74.. Ib id ., p.. 219
; 75; Ib id ., p. 219

' i 76, Ib id ., p, y s
77, Ib id ., p, 385
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Sir % ed  nrilcos bold to sny that vithout the kuo'v/lodge of En?;-

lish ’one cannot dlscharce the duties asnlgnod to onoseir r,.rl

78
serve one's ov/n religion. Hence it is the duty of eve.-'y parent 

to 9 ive education to his children through English and nako them 

learn it aa this step will help them to live a respectable l ife .

]?4

Without it , government services are not procurable as 'Lhe linov;ledge

r

80

79
of English is a pre-requisite for employment. Moreover, one is

deprived of the amenities of life  if  he fails to learn it,"

ivl^ Formation of Associations

The formation of associations and societies is one of the means

of Imparting education. The wealthy and the learned should come

forward to help the country by forming associations "id societies

for the advancement of arts and sciences and setting up schools

QT
whereby education could be easily made available.

4

A-ssociations and societies should devise quick methods for

spreading knov/ledga, B.ooks dealing ^/;lth arts and sciences should be

brought out at cheaper cost for wider circulation all over the

countryi Articles on the advantages and the need of education should
and

be written in easy and simple language/free publicity should be given 

to them. Such publicity should be entrusted to persons who are 

conscious of their responsibility to the country. No sentimental

78 . Mukammal najmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, n. 421
79 . Ib id ., p. 47S

.8 0 , It is an interesting thing to note that what Sir Syed said a
centuiy ago about making Snplish as the medium of instruction is 
still very much true. Though the ar?>uraents put forth bv the nl'ic-
teenth century educationists in this connoction wore somewhat dii'- 
feren't from those used at present. Most of our presont-day educa- 

. tlonlsts however agree with S.ir Syed about keeping English ar the 
medium of instruction, at least at the University stage,

81. Mazameen Sir Syed, p , 36
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or prcvocaMvc nr‘c ■ clos Ghculci pu]il 1 Gitocl. Acaaonl?,and r.o "^n- 

tific  'workK 0 -’ contribvit * onr, shomd bo enconra.f^ed, nml prir.^s "be 

awarded foj' tho bost v.’orks Jn oriter'to ci’eato an incentive in the

- sr
people.

Sir 'lyed uac a man of practical approach in pleading the cause

of education throush the formation of associations. la other

v;ords, it is the principle of self-help that sustains associative

efforts without the aid of Government, i f  the Government Zalls

to cope with the task of education due to their limited financial 

84
resources. Moreover, it is none of the concerns of the govern-

full
ment to undertake the/responsibility of educating the people, and

85
it is 6ven iibpossl'ble to do so. Sir Syed strongly maintains 

that the education of children cannot be sufficientxj inparted

86
unless the nation takes upon Itself the task of educating them.

This could be done by planning education of children on the

basis.of mutual aid , mutual efforts and -well-sstabMshed associa-

87
tions, societies or organization;?♦

In a country l^ke India different people, having diverse needs,

82

beliefs, aims and interests, have adopted a uniform system of rdu- 

88
cation. This is a matter of great admiration, but be it remembe] 

ed that the people of a country like India have not profitted in

82. Mukamnal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed. p. 36
83. Ib id ,, p. 36
84. Ib id ,, p»103
85. Ib id ., p.103-
86. Ib id ., p., 103 
S'?. Ib id ., r .l03
88, Safar Nama-e-PunJab of Sir Syed Alimod lOian, p. 113
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'/ ‘ respect of their alms Interests by this poiicy of the govorn-

' I -‘M'
ment. They have to forel^o their own pattern of education through

i Fi>!" 89
associations and societi('9s« So 16ng as the^-people of tho country do

not take up the vork of:|; jit ' education in our hands, argues Sir

Syed, we cannot acquireijiljiatlonal education and achieve national hcoour.

It I s u o f w l t h l n  th e ‘p6\l'9T;':dC the Goverriment ito attend to all.alma

1 90
And’lnt4r«dta o£ .thavp0cipl«ft. In national matters, to expect from

• /!:!'
■ '

a Government to do everything would signify our own cowardice and

III
our inactivity would bring us disgrace and grief. It should be our

, Jv duty to undertake the work of education in  our ô ;̂n hands and

expect no asslstesnce fromi'the Government, Thus the Government and

91
:f the people will discharge jtheir respective duties,

,■ ■ !' i
I* The relation be^/een,^^education and Government is close in the

■ sense that the principles of administration and government are

'' f 92
j,' better understood and appreciated, if  the people are educated.

It  is only through education that people can acquire rights which tho

Government fails to giv^ them.^^

. Sir Syed does not ;agree with the views that national progress

' ^ ' ^ 1  . ' 94
can be attained byj^dlscttssing and debating political issues. The 

general complaint on tho'part of the people is that they have no 

representation in legiS;lature and no-share in the sphere of adminis

tration, but Sir Syed ri'grets to say that this is due to the fact

89. Safar Namd-e-Punjab of Sir Syed iShmed Khan, p. 252
90. Ib id ,, p .  252 ’
91. Mukammal Ma;]mooa lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p. 219
92. Ib id ., p. 223
93. Ib id ., p. 223
94 . Ib id ., p. 223

ifi'i
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t/ic;- hrve neither education nor ability to ropreseni* tnomOlya's 

0 5  *
In tho legislature,'" ilo doubt, freedom is the notural rl,;'it of a

of
citizen, »but the exerci«ie/that right in an apt r;ianner depond?? on

education.
96

The efforts-of the Government in the way of social

and educational reforms vj:!.11 remain inconplete, i f  the people do

97
not care to look after their ov/n education and training.

Classification of Education

Sir Syed classifies education ,lnt.Q different categories such as 

general education, higher education, religious educaticr., tech

nical education, child education, female education and life  educa

tion ,^^

i *̂ . General Education

By general education Sir Syed means elesientsiry education vhi’.ch 1'

99
to be given to the rural people and labour c3,asna5. Its airx is 

that common people acquire it in large numbers and derive benefit

from it .
100

But general education v/ithout higher education is

meaningless.
101

General education is no incentive to national pro

gress -without higher education, 

education is ac 

minating point.

102
Kence the ob;]ect of general

education is achieved only when higher education reaches its cul-

103

95. Kukannal Ma;]mooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p. 124
96. Ib id ., p. 124
97. Ib id ., p. 129
98. Ib id ., p . .432
99. Ib id ., pp. 35 and 36 

'100. Ibid.i p. 107
101. Ib id ., p. 107 V
102. Ib id ., p. 107
103. Ib id ., p. 107

•  . 5

■■ M M''l I'
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jiilV  Higher Bducatloa

In tho days of Sir 

not only c^lscussed from tb
I

also from the point of vlê i

,V

128

Hfi' tho pr&blem of higher education was

"i;: ,

!standpoint of oriental learning but

|j|>f Imparting knowledge of modern

sciences through the Englltih •medliim. To Sir Syed, higher educa

tion Is not acquired slmplyfilby memorising parrot-llke a few books
^  104

and passing examinations oil

the principles of higher e 

receive education In close,

)y talking In English, It Is one of

|f
bjCSatlon that children should stay and

(ftssoclatlon with teachers and scholars,
1:.

105

In order to maintain a hlgKstandard of education, the circumstances
■) I  1

of parents should be auoh lihat they can afford to give education to 

their chlldren ,^^  Hlgherfiaducatlon means that an Individual must 

know something of sciences and arts, but, at the same time, he

must be perfect In one of them.
107

The Unlve^Bltles only lead us

to the door-way of higher education. Here Sir Syed mentions the
iff
■'ffi

sad state of affairs In the Indian University teaching. He complains tJ

that the Colleges and Universities In India teach something uaboutcv<
A  students iq q

every r science butjjiot i.ctteke’ cthe/perfect In any one of them.

Sir Syed further adds that after giving a student a degre^ emphasis

should be laid on research;^ork,^^^ He As cognisant of the fact that

real progress In higher ediutlatlon Is made through post-graduate re- ;
Ij !■' to knowledge >

search leading to new lnv€)citlons and original contributions/^ wnlch

' 110 'I
benefit the nation, I'llVis strange that t5o» who takes a University

104, Akharl Mazameer Sir {Jyed, p, 62 ,
105, Mukammal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p, 264
106, Ibid ,,, p. 264
107, Ib id ,, p, 283
108, Ibid ,, p, 283
109, Akhari Mazamaen Sir £J76d, p, 63
110, Ib id ,, p. 64,
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ill 11 Ff««dom b«ooines his faith, 

112
Aer '̂9# ol«lnui to bt a great soholi

•' r  r I I «

thoUfh h /̂dioos Qô  understand vhat |||̂ ijilBean0,'*̂ *‘ His heart puleates 

with pa|iplotlc fervour, but he dooJ' jt*fk understand what It Is*^®

It. Is,/therefore, wrong to consider pi^iverslty degrees as symbolic 

of higher ©ducatlon,^^ The purpos  ̂M  higher education should not

be just to seA employment. In fao|;;Mo8e who do so have not really

116 f' ii’i
•oqufred higher education*

Higher education fulfils the nfWls and requirements of society

i i i L .

and enables an Individual to adjust jl^self to the conditions of

, . 116 -''I'’
society.

Religious Bducatlon

Sir Syed does not th«i Importance of religious

education* In fact he was of the ,view that religious tducation
f' '

and secular education should progress side by side, for both con>
X17

trlbutb to national progress and national honour. He exhorts the 

Muslim community to give religious education to cliildren and malM
T1R

adequate arrangement for it with pifiivate aid.

To rely on.the Qovernment for>Religious education is not a

119
ui

correct approach. The Go7ernm!ei,i:J is not supposed to be partial

jlI I .  Akharl Mas;ameen Sir Syed, p «
112. Ibid., p. €4 *
113. Ibid., p. 64
114. Ib id ., p. 64 lli
115. Mukammai Majmooa Lectures wa npeeches Sir Syed  ̂ p. 289
U 6 .  Ibid., p .286
U 7 . Ibid., polOft
U 8 ,  Ibid., p.422 •
119. Ibid., p.108

i: -
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.-f«

■ , ■ l.'iO

’ • M
*^to any community in matters of wJuicatlon. It lias to ovolve a

unlforn education^al policy for a l l . I t  cannot fulfil the spe-

^  122 
ciflc ne* 5 of a particular corneunlty. Sir Syed suggests that

* ■ '■ 1̂' T
reljglou' education should bo iiei,:ri«ged by tho people themselves, 

f ' '1 '
The Government may give some hel|p in this connection and more than

* * ' 124
that would not be proper for It to do.

■ ,C* •

iv) .  Teehn3.cal EducatloQ

By technical education. Sir Syed means, education in crafts.

It is necessary that everybody sihould clearly understand the basic

principles of a particular occupjintlon, trade or craft and should be

125
able to make use of the special t‘quipment of his profession. He

further states that technical education is real education and'Wri f̂e;

*L26
theoretical education is useless. He includes in technical edu

cation the study of subjects such as mechanics, physics and _liemlstry.

v) .  Child Educatioa

‘ Sir Syed realises the importance and utility of child education

127
as the future of the child depends on hot/ he is educated. His

128
education at an early stage depends chiefly on impressions. Sir 

Syed points cut that impressionij received in childhood exercise a 

more abiding influence than is generally supposed. They sink deep
i ■ •

t
120. Mukamraal Majmooa Lectures \m Speeches Sir Syed, p. 108 

t 121. Ib id ., p. 130 i5
, 122. Ib id ., p. 210 I
I  123, Ib id ,, p, 210
5 124, Ib id ., p. 210

, 126. Ib id ., p. 397
: \ 126. Ib id ., p. 401

127, The Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College Magazin'J, 2 .6 .1891, p .603
128. I M d . ,  p. 603 .

■ i :

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



131

into tho soul of the child and, Idtiera they remain as a latent force, 

Tiie eye ard the ear lend themif:elves to the process of education 

and transmit Impressions and ideas which can hardly be dislodged 

from the m ind ,^^  In view of this, Sir Syed invites the attention 

of the parents to realise their responsibility towards tho educa

tion of their children. Since In childhood the.mind dominates the

body, the question of early education becomes a very serious

130
matter and should not be neglected by any means•' Sir Syed

suggests that the child should be taught the fundamentals of mora-

131
lity at an early stage. It is important to Impress upon child-

132
ren the necessity of truthfulness. In this connection the res

ponsibility of the teacher is particularly heavy in a country like 

India where so few parents ha\Pe any deyinite idea of they

owe to posterity.
133

’ Sir Syed points out that children have three distinct traits t

mental, moral and physicsl; each of which requires careful handling

134
and treatment. The mental trait cannot be replaced by tho 

moral and the moral by the pl^iysical. To make physical and moral 

training subservient to the mental is not a healthy tendency.

The success of education depends on the manner under which child- 

X35
reil are brought up, . There are a good many homes^ which undo the

work of the eiahool-room.
136

Education in these circumstances will

129, The Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College Magazine, 2,6.1891, p, 608
130, Ib id ., p. 604
131, Ib id ., p. 604
132, Ib id ,, p. 604
133, Ib id ,,*p , 604 
lS4. Ib id ., p. 604
135. Ib id ., p. 605
136. Ib id ., p. 605
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necessarily be defectlvo.''’' Sir Syed wishes tib impress the neces

sity of keeping order and'noatness In the heroes, for there Is
/

nothing which makes a more narked impression upon children than

• 138
theli* surroundings. Ho mlso points out the importance of the

treatment meted out to children and the relationjjhip maintained

■between the parent and thc-j child. Genial attitude, feeling of

affection and occasional sitrlctness w ill put a stop to wanton

!L39
mischief of the child.

The child, according to Sir Syed, is a gifted creature. He

140
is the perfect model of Nature, The childhood is the proper

period for training and education, Man can make his career I f ,  as

141
a child, he has received proper training and educatic-.i. The

child is inquisitive nature, his desire for learning is keen;

his mental pov/er is strong; his observation Is critical; his habits

1.42
are formed by the examples of others. Therefore, no opportunity 

should be lost in giving him proper education and training.

Sir Syed is not -wrong when he says that the period of 

ichlldhood' ranging from si&ven to fifteen' years is most 

eventful in building the character of the c h i l d . T h i s  period 

has a peculiar Importance for Intellectual and moral "development"

In a child ’s life  and the '̂ 'seeds sown at this stage bloom in abundance

137. The Mohammedan A.nglc)“Orlental College Magazine, 2 .6 .1 8 9 1 ,p .605
138. Ib id ., p. 605
139. Ib id ., p. 60S
140. Tahzeebul Akhlaque, Vol. I I .  p . 56
141. Ib id ., p. 66
142. Ib id .,  p. 56
143. Ibirl., p. 56

' ''

1 2 2
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144 •

and bear Juicy fruits lat'Hr on, I£ no particular cars is t^k^-n '

of the child during this tvfsnsitory period arti no correist measures 

are adopted for his train,','ng, there is every likelihood of his future 

being regretfully marred through sheer negligence, as bad habits ac- 

quired by untrained youth?: become thoir second nature, and it becomes 

very difficult to change them at a later stage of life«^^'^ A simila

rity of behaviour between parents and children is partly due to 

heredity an3 partly to imitation, it is the duty of parents to set
14C

examples of unblemished character for the emulation of their children.

Sir Syed is of opinion that the scheme of child education

147
should be formulated on a collective and co-operati^’- basis.

/
The Role of Boarding Houjse in Child Education : The great service

rendered by Sir Syed to his country was the founding of the 

Madrasat-ul-Uloom, Apparently, it was a beneficial act done 

to all the people of I n d i a , T h e  Madrasat-ul«Uloom econ

assumed an importance of its ot/n as a centro of training be

cause of its having a boarding house for the students, Basi- 

dence in boarding house develops in students a sense of so

ciability, a spirit of comradeship and fosters the realisation

of moral values and obedience,^'^® ■'The boarding house as conceived
^SO

by Sir Syed vas meant for intellectual training as w e ll .“  Stu

dents, from different provinces and of different creeds and 

castes, meet, together and dine together, pray together, play

144, Tahaeebul Akhlaque* Vol. I I ,  d . 57
145, Ib id ,, p , 57
146, Ib id ,, p, -57 

.1 4 7 , Ib id ., p. 59
148, Hall : Hayat-e-JawiUVJ, p, 72
149. Ib id ., p. 7P.
160, Mukammal Majmooa L<i!ctures va Speeches Sir Syed, p. 176

Jl.
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thr 1*̂  dobatc togothoi" end loam  to live tov.-thor cr.-cnG 

r :npus of the sanio ColX^JC®* T)mr.-thoy cultivate n truo 

Ivothorly affoction, doVt9Xop a deep sonso of unity o*nd a 

strong *feellng of lovo ajii'i s e r v i c e . T h o  boyrdinc honne 

provides a congenial em/lronnont for young students to por-

t.Qke^ in social activit;l,«>3 which nurture their physical,

152
niontal and emotional faculties.

Sir Syed says that his object in establishing the 

boarding house is to create friendly relations and to promote 

contacts.^^^ The fundamental pr.inclple of the boarding 

house, is unity end it is most beneficial for the discipline 

of students .^^  It is cissential for a student to be stu

dious and painstaking I'/liile living in the boarding house.

To guard against the fdi'ces of distlntegration of that 

life , Sir Syed takes effective measures even to the extent 

of minute details such as uniformity in dress etc .^^^ He 

suggested that the College students as boarders sho’i4<̂  have 

one dress as a mark of distinction and of unity; for unifor-
/ .'A

mity in dress will create harm ony in their sentiments and
•1 eg ^

b e h a v i o u r T l i e  boarders should dine in full uniform and 

should be disciplined in every respect,

Sir Syed describes the 'College L i f e ’ in his own way.

The ‘College L ife ' is in itself an open book for the student. 

"Indeed, it is a book which is not written by any author but 

is filways open before the eyes of a student as it is prepared 

by the generous hands of N a t u r e " . ' It is always with the

I

151. Mukamraal Malmooa
162. Ib id ., p. 372
153. Ib id ., p. 373 ■
154. Ib id ., p. 453
155. Ibid , , p. 454
156. Ib id ., p. 455
157. Ib id ., p. 455-
158. Ib id ., p. 452
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i

student ' Irt th« flit* Of 'living together' and 'assembling 

together' In the College,^®® This mode of life gives an in

sight into the tm« object of life and shows ways and means of 

•dce««i In The term 'College l ife ', according to

Sir Syed, Is not applicable to day-scholars, but only to 

boarders,^®^ The aim of the 'College life ' Is to Infuse the 

feeling of brotherhood and to promote social relations and 

contacts,^®® It provides the pattern for the kind of life 

to be lived when one leaves the portals of tiia College and 

helps to overcome future difficulties and hardships.

136

Sir Syed la altogether opposed to trying haphazard experlJUQts

164
With the female education. He would not like to see girls sent

to schools removed from the direct control of their parents.

Morefiv'er,’>lî  ' thlnkk 'fchat l̂tl Is quite unnecessarylf In the first

Instance, to place bo*3ks before them except such as are likely to

165
serve them in their capacity as wives and jifmothers. Sir 3^ed 

raises a cogent Issne that as the modes of living and the needs of 

families are not tho same on account Cif different social pattei^ns an> 

custbms, It Is necetiitary that the arrangement for female education 

should be according <{;o the wishes of the husbands and the elders.

169. Mukammal Majmooia Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p. 452
160. Ibid., p. 462
161. Ibid., p. 452
162. Ibid., p. 453. /
163. There is no doubt that the alacnl of Aligarh University have ’ 

created a special piece in the Indian spciety for themselves 
and have played a very Important role In the political and . 
social life of the country and this could become possible 
mainly becausci of the advantages of 'College Life' as eiivi«- 
s6ged by the i'ounder of that University*

164. Mohammedan ttnjflo-Orlental College Magazine, 6,1.1892, p .U
166. Ibid.. p. 18 * .
166. The Allg-̂ rh Institute Gazette, 31st January 1868, p. 71
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He is egalnnt any interference of £he '^ovornment in the n^atter

of female education and strongly favours the idea that tho Government

should not be responsible for feriiale education in viei; of the pecu-

167
J.iar socfal conditions in which the Indiana are placed, Moreover,

the intcrferonoe of the Government w ill create suspicion in the

Indian comrnnnity and it is possible that some diffiotilties iray arise

3C8
in the way of national progress. He agrees with the idea that 

female educatJon and t?-aining is a bar.ic need for the progress of 

man, and, In p,enoral, for tho progress of a nation. But thB educa

tion and training of r;ion should be given preference to the education 

of women. II. is imperative for the Government to make offort;ir;(rs^ 

in the diro<,'J;ion of male education. VHien men reach a high standard

of education and training, they thenselvec v i l l  K;al:e their  wonGnfolk

169
come up their level of education.

The <-du nation of woiuen is m cessc.Ty  for their moral training,

370
which can be imparted through religious education. In other

136

i.J
words, the al.m of fen'.ale education should be ncral education, to

**71
bring them out from darkness and ignorance,^ Their civility

eliminated, the \;ielOling of the cane or any other hackncyed

lacthodj; of pi.nlshment so coinmonly used for boys in schools, Thsir

*'72
generouLi charactej croatecT av;o and respoct in tiie girl-students.

167. Tvo Aiigt.rh Institute Gazette, 31 .1 .1SC8, p. 71 
£68. I b:d.,- p. 71 , •
169, Ib id ., p.. 71
170, Tho Aiig^xh I^-3tnute Gazette, 12th May 1S71, p, 292
170., Ib id ., p , ron
172. Hukarinal Ma;]i'Qooa Lectures ya Speeches Sir Syed, p, 215.
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•3:^r Syei.  ̂ is oC/opinion that female education may well looTi* 

aftei’ itso lf  i f  thfj education of men is IniprovGd.” ''^ I f  men
•

are wslX ednoated and enlightened , this w il l  necossarily  have a

preponderating, though ind irect , e ffect  on the education of

vjomen, for ei^ightened fathers , brother.-^ and husbands w ill

naturally be ino ît anxious and desirous to educate their female 

174
members. ‘ In  other v/ords, the educa'tion of m en  leads to

175
 ̂ the education of women.

Sir Syf^d’ r. ideas about the education of v/cmen are the samo 

as thone of lii'J ancestors. The modern, metho:ls of female educa

tio n , either b / the Gover.’nment or private insfcitutions. are un-

176
suitable to tVu present conditions in  In d ia . He is  not in

favour of setting up g ir l s ' schools on the model of Europoan.

177
G i r l s ’ Schools. It is but fa ir  to the women, of the country

r

that they f^et v;ell acquainted \jith matters pertaining to their

fa ith  and renlise the importance of moral values . They should

look aftsr and manage their household a ffa ir s , rule like  queens

in  thejlr homes, rear up their children in good tradition^ train

their daugiicers to be virtuous, God-fearing and learned in  vorld

XV 8
- V  and religious /natters. ‘Thoir educ^'.cion should, therefore, 

^be cortfined to self-study, or it should bo imparted by mutual co~ 

opei'atioii of womenfolk vityioJit any outs'Jde a i d .^ '^  The tiae is

137

173 , Mukaiiunal lujrnooa Lectures wa Ji>.; :chos Sir Syed, p , 410
174, Iblu ,, p . '10 .
175, TtH'.’ , ,  p* 410
176, Xbid,, p* 411
177, Ib id ., p, 215
178, 11: I d . , ,p .  329
179, oafor hama-e-Punjab of Sir Syed Aiii.od Klit̂ n, p. 103
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I
. •

"1 io t 'r i^ *t o  make the g irls  stand in  line  with  the school boys, :ihe

tradj'tional system of education as it  was imp&rted by our ances

tors v i l l  suit the C'jming generation of g irls  and safeguard tlieir 

rights

•  ®

Life Educatjjpn

Sir Syed is a great advocate of forming contacts v ith  fellov;~ 

^huraan b e i n g s . S u c h  human contacts are a dynamic, c iv ilis in g  

process, superior to education through books. This is termed as

T op
life- sducatio n .’"'^". Since individual behaviour plays an important 

role in forming contacts v/ith fellov;-human beings , life- education 

moulds the behaviour of people vjithout any schooling, teachin'^ or

lo 5
train in g , Man gets practical e:xperience by life- eaucation ,

Individual character, good behaviour and contacts, good actionj

^national solidarity  and national respect are achieved through life- 

X84:
education. ' It  inculcates the sense of duty and

protection of r ig h ts . It helps to understand v/orldly a ffa irs  and

135
to meet the needs of human l i f e .  I'iirough life- oducation exper

ience is gained, personal virtue is acquired, self-control is

X8o
achieved and self-education is obtained. Life- education helps 

man in  the a ffa irs  of l i fe  and enriches him with experience. S ir  

^Sy ed  says that mere knowledge gives no experience. Experience is

180* .Safar Nana-e~Punjab of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, p . 103 
1 8 1 o Tahzeebul Akhlaque, V o l . I I ,  pc 132
182 . Like many other English words, Sir Syed has used this word 

also in  Urdu and has not attempted to translate i t .

•183 . Tahzeebul Akhlaque, V o l . I I ,  p . 132
184 . I b i d . ,  p . 132
185 . I b i d .„  p . 133 •
186 . L r . I ,  Topa ; Sir  Syed Ahmed Khan - A Study in Social Thought 

p . 240 , Islamic Culture, V o l .X X V II , NOo4, October 1953o

>
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>/ore. suDoriot* to kaov/ledge. It is o:cperience rather than
* * I more

•wl-^4ge, and clfaracter rather than/living v;hlch m ke man more

 ̂* 1S7
^ o c t o i  and honoured.

Dr, I .  Topa 
p. 240.

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan - A Study in Social Thought,

jl'C'v . ' ”} *1. -ll
■ V

-------
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CHAPTER VII 

R E L I G I O N

Con3»pt of Religion

'  t ' : 
i

r- : r

-‘’i-i ■ 

* ■' Ij
T t . - :

1̂. ’1

J

; ^
"I

fi
J V

|;

Religion Is a potential factor In the life of an Individual, 

Sir James Frazer interprets religion as a propitiation or conci

liation of powers superior to man which are believed to direct 

anc* control the course of nature and of human llfe,^ According

to Max Muller, religion is a faculty of the mind which enables a

2
j' man to grasp the infinite independently of sense and reason,'

Tylor defines what constitutes religion Is a belief in spiritual 

beings.

The study of religion deals with the beliefs of social groups 

In relation to the supernatural phenomena, their overt behaviour 

and their symbols. Religion, like culture, is a means of social 

adjustment, an' expression of cultural pattern and a reflection of 

social development. It is an instrument of social control and 

1 offers a set of moral values to govern human actions.

Sir Syed considers religion as a standard by which the 

'actions of men and their motivations are judged as good or bad.4

mK  1. Don Mortindale and Ello D, Monachesl : Elements of Sociology,
‘ pp* 465 and 466, Harper & Brothers, New York, 1951.
■< 2, Ibid., p. 464 

3, Ibid,, p, 464
— 4, Sir Syed » al Khutbat Ahmedla,-p, 1, printed by Falz A’m Press,

Yhr,n - A  r ;t u d y  ir .
-  A
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*Rallgion takes its birth In the human heart. That is v;hy the heart 

‘is considered as the source of rellgloti. What emerges from the 

heart is called a belief, v/hich is the fountain-head of. religion. 

Religion without belief is unimaginable. It is not proper to 

questiop the validity of one belief as against another. Religious
g

differences have existed in every age and country,

7
To Sir Syed religion is a true gospel. It is a life-

Q

principle as well, A true religion not merely comprises a varie-
9

ty of beliefs, but it is also based on absolute truth. In fact, 

truth is the underlying spirit of religion and belief is its em

bodiment,^® The criterion of a true religion is that it is based 

on the true p r i n c i p l e , S i r  Syed explains that the true princi

ple is nothing other than Nature or the lav; of Nature that mani

fests itself in material or iramaterial phenomenon ani exists in the

TO
system of the universe. Only such religious principles are true

as conform to the law of Nature and not the so-called religious

14

13
principles based on superstitions. A.s Nature is true and per

fect, the principles derived from it are also true and perfect,”

Sir Syed, however, refutes the atheistic belief that Nature 

or the law.of Nature la the sole cause or the governing factor

! 5, Sir Syed j al Khutbat Ahmedia, p. 2
\ 6 , Ibid ,, p. 3
 ̂ 7. Ibid ,, p. 4
I 8 , Ibid ,, p, 4
I 9. Ibid ,, p, 4

10, Ibid ., p, 4
11, Ibid ., pp,4 and 6
12, Ibid., p, 5 
13» Ibid., p: 5
1 4 , .Ibid., p, 5
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I '
Ulrjned thvni' ■-. -. • , ,. ..•' y^^.-Mi. 1 ; -t tholr

«v • 2P  •
:V« vc?fks were neglected by modern scholars. " Sir iiyed lays sT-reas on

* 23
conducting research in religious subjects ^̂ /ith a critical eye.

By adopting such a rietbod of study, religion can survive along with

24
jKodern sciences; otherwise it would lose its value. In regard to

♦
Muslims, he advises them to cultivate a true scientific spirit in

pfr
understanding •Il^-e-Kalam*, 'Kadith’ , 'Fiqa’ and 'Tafsir'*

The true eriterion of religion is that it should conform to 

human nature or the law of Nature, I f  religion Is not in accord

ance with human nature, a doubt arises whether such a religion is

26
ordained by God at all. Sir Syed accepts this as the criterion

for Judging the truth of a religion including Islam, He strongly

27
believes that Islam conforms to the law of Nature.

Sir Syed considers religion as a means of social cohesion

It offers the pattern of conduct and lays down the terms of

28
morality, A man having faith in religion feels tliat there is a 

—  . f------ ---------------- ---- - - ■ ------------------------- —
21. The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 7th February 1893, pp.127 & 128
22. Ib id ., p. 128
23. Ib id ., p. 128
24. Ibid ., p. 128
25. Ib id ., p. 128
26. Gafar Naraa-e-FunJab, p. 197
27. Ib id ., p. 197
28. Tahzeebul Akhlaque, Vol. I I ,  Rabiul Awal 1313 H ., p. 102
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tiJU•pyesGncc of a Creator - oniXu- -o It and ma’ntajn its unifor-

" mltjr,^^ He points out that the whole continuity of the univerce

" and all that is in it, is duo to one Supreme cause named differ-

17
«ntly by diffrrent people.

Religfon, Sir Syed says, consists of the comiHEndments, the

doctrines and the messages, which God sends through His messengers,

18
£10 that men may believe them and act up to tl)em.

y

National Appro&ch to Religion________

19
Sir Syed points out that man has learnt to believe in reason. 

Although the rational faculty of man recognises the existence of 

some Architect, or a Creator for the whole universe, yet it is 

f beyond human reason to understand the form of Ills existence, His

identity and His attributes. Human reason is constrained to ac-

’’ 2- 
cept His attributes which cannot be known except by belief.

Just as the development of modern science is due to the 

researc'hes conducted by scholars in their respective fields > in the 

same manner religious problem?; should be ftndied and discussed

by research scholars of religion. Tjils ia possible only through

• 21
scientific approach. The modern man finds hin.self in a state of

16, Sir Syed : al Khutbat /ihraedia, p, 5
16, Ibid., p, 6
17, Ibid, p, 6
18, The Aligarh Institute Gazette, ISth October 1892, p. 1100
19, Ibid., p, 1101
20, Ibid.. p. 1101
21, The Aligarh Institute Gazette, 7th February 1893, pp,127 & 128,

-anpr
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Creator • ii'*  ̂ i , *'''‘' ' >'’i- c^'nviiicod

the oninl • prenonce of Ga"! )i0 porforirs such ^ctJ ony a*>,pleanG 

Him and ahst.Qins from actions likely  to ^nonr llis wrath,

As circumstences and conclltions of l ife  d i f f e r ,  a l l  men can-

31
not have the sane b e lie fs , dogmas and r itu a ls . In  other words,

people d iffe r  from one another in  the details  of relj?^ion. This

difference has often been the cause of il ]~ w ill , coercion and

32
persecution.'’" But iiir Syed is of the viev; thrt there should be

no discrim ination among the peoples on the g.-roi(nd of their  dif-

ferent faiths.*" On the contrary, it  should b e the duty of the

adherents o f every faith  to form social relations vith the follov;-

ers of other faiths anfl to remove from their hearts the feelings

34
of envy, hatred and opposition.

S ir  Syed *3 Interpretion  of Islajn

Sir Syed makes his position clear in h is  exposition of Islam . 

He does not lay any claim to be rf'ligious nor does he consider him-

*35
self an authority on religion.*^ He, lio’/over, ,ju.Ttif?:os a ration

alistic  approach to the study o f  Islamic problems by tcking into 

account the historic period of tho Abbaside Caljphate v;hen, due to 

the influence of Greek philosophy and natural sciences, the Muslims

29 . Tahzeebul Alchlaque, Jamadiul Aval 1296 Ho, Pc 54
3 0 . I b i d . ,  p. 55
31 . I b i d . ,  p . 55
32 . I b i d . ,  p . 55
3 3 . H^id . ,  p . 55
34 . I b i d . ,  po 55

35 . Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches S ir  .Syed, p. 239.
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145

fbrfd .begun to harbour doubts about t^p|ruth of their religlo». 

The following three methods were ad ’by the Muslim thinkers

'^8of those times to protect Islam again
iMj’ 37

philosophy.

J.tha influence of Greek

Exposition of inconsistenn j ; r Greek philo

sophy in the light of J ' i^nciples;

11. Critical study of sclenti 

problems;

aclence or knowledge which

111. Alignment of the Islamic d6|trlnes with the 

scientific and philosophic'|j|thlnking.

This resulted in the creation of a new

38 '
is called Ilm-e-Kalam, Thus Greek philosophy and natural

sciences got incorporated into the religious books of the Muslims,

though they have no direct bearing on the religion of Islam.

Sir Syed argues that in modern times philosophy and science

bristle vdth problems different from thcis« of the past and one

is prone td reject the doctrines of Islam as unscientific truths,

Therefore, new orientation of Islam is neoded. Formerly, the

Muslims had to contend with the Greek thought which was based on

imaginary problems with imaginary argum̂ Hnts or intellectual problems

40
with intfjllectual arguments• The problcsms of modern natural

36. Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p. 240
37. Ibid., p. P.40
38. Ibid., p. 241 'r
39. Ibid., p. 241
40. Ibid., p. 241
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iences sire not based on Imaginary assumptions but on oxporlmonts, 

>r can they be compared with the theorlos enunciated by past* • 

'ltei»s and thinkers who were basicallylltuf’iuenced by intellectual

'^1 *
•iasoning. Old theories have been exploded and new scientific

• 42 ' 1
ncwledge has taken t heir place,

Discuss3f>n and research are needed td| preserve Islam against

43 '
onslaught of modern knowledge and science, Muslims stand ^

{ need of a new science of Kalam and a new approach to religious 

44
oblems, »'̂ ir Syed further feels that a uniform 'criterion si-

ttjld-b* applied to all religions in order to prove their

’.thi'ulness,^® Such a test will shw  how far a particular reli-t'*^
\

la is in accordance with human nature and the law of Nature. If

46 *
■grT'so, it is a true religion, Ij, ,

, 4l according
Sir Syed's views on Islam are definite and positive, Islal2,/hlnl,«^t*^

[ 0  historically late in appearance, I'g essentially the light

47 ^
od which is eternal, All the Prophets preceding Mohaiar.ed stood

Islam and Mohammed has only confirmed the eternal truth,

/ i s  a religion based on the unity of God and th3 unity of non, 9̂ +

is created by God to look after f^ls own Interest and the wel-

of others. Thus brotherhood and mutual relationship in matters

48
world is the urge of mankind as concoiv5d by Islam.

ilajmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p, 241 
:tbid,, p, 241 
".bid,, p, 242 
Ibid ,, p, 244 
j.bid , ,  p a 245
Mukammal Majmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, p, 246 
":bid,, p. 193 ’
bid,, p. 202

■■ pi|«annr.-.
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ar̂ ’. '1-cnts-to dbs’ T ’C tolerance* rnr’ to r rj, ■ to othnr r< 11-

Cions."^^ .rropl^:5ts of Jews and Chi'istians arc honoured b* •Jr.ian

* * 50
t^ij.ch toachos tolerance tovrards the.-̂ e re lig io n s . To shov; dis-

ro.pGct to the leaders of other religion is against the spirit of 

_ . ol •
l5{lair., ^

Is3,am does not stand in the way of worldly pro^ross and v;orldly 

Irnowledge, It is a matter of regret that Muslims liave ^ogun to

52
thinly that modern worldly knowledge will. de."troy their religion .

Sir Syed believes that Islam w ill withstand the impact of modern

53
worldly knovjledge as its foundation is laid on true precepts.

Those w ho  believe in the truthfulness of Islam know it for a fact

54
that Islam is not affected by external influences. Islam is a 

light in the heart and works from The things of the world

have no effect in changing the core of Islam, for it its

C ̂
foundation on the Quran — 'ihe woj*d of God,

Sir Syed believes that there is harmony between the VJord of

God and the Work of God, The Tlsture is the work or Joa and reli-

57
glon is His word. It  would be a groat n:’ str,I:c to consider the

word of God and tlie work of God as contrary to erch other 7here

59
can be no deviation from His word or work.' The Quran is the

---- ' ••"I ('ii,- ; .011. n.-.

49 . Akhari Kar.sneen Sir Syed, p. 31
• 50 . Ib id ., p . 31 ’ *

51. ruHoTitT'al rrajmooa Lectures wa Speeches 3ir Syed, p, 40
52. Mhzlmeen Sir Syed, p, 4
o3. lu iu ., p . 4
54. Ilukairjnal Kajmooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Svod, p. 276
55 . Ib id ., p, 276 • » ^
56• Ib id , ,  p , 276 \
57, Safar Hama-e-Punjab, p. 197
58, Ib id ., p , 198 (Cofo Ha;]mooa Lectures wa Speeches Sir Syed, 1314 H)
59 , Ib id ., p, 196 •  ̂ -
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\)ord - nd to tlr? ll-oplicI I iuh<- Tli'-
■' . rlocs tiot*cc',iitra(Mct the lo.v/s of Mature, i , o , .  tli ,v vorlr ?:j, Hoc!

- J

■j' But tbe Ulcraa (j^elicious Scholairs) *nn!*l the couaeritatorG have in-

C-.adod in tnoir comrnentaries of tho Quj an uiisc ientlfi.c and irra- 

tlonal •fiattrr without realising  the fnct thnt tli0 Quran bears 

testin^ony to th« validity  of the laws of Nature. ‘

In  view of the above interpratation  of Islam , yir i^yed dis-
I

cusses Gome of the 3ocio-religiou.'3 problems of lalam such as 

’d3l rraination and fre e - w ill ', 'rt^signation' ,  ‘polygamy’ and 

•d ivorce ' •

Determination and Free Will

Sir Syed thro\js lig h t  on the problems of determination olm/-

free w ill  in  respect of human a c t iv it ie s . God has bestowed

upon nan the povjer of action, both good and bad. Hq

also  given him the power to c,5scrirninate bet- .̂'con good and bad,

63
Thus he is fu lly  responsible for his actions. Human nature 

is characterised by tv;o factors —  active and passive. One 

stiraulates his actions and the other restricts theni,^"^ He is 

ifupposod to make fu ll  use of his potent ?r .litios , Sncioi'^ed as man 

is with the power of discrim ination he a cts or refrains from

60 . Ma.lmooa Locti.u'c:; v;a Spoechcs Sir ny» d , p, 2.52
61. Tchzeebul AWilaque, Vol. ITT ,  1st T;abinl Awal 1314 H . p . 108
62. Tahzeebul Akhlaque. Volo I I I ,  1st habiuy Jiani 1314 li., p . 123
63. Tahzeebul Akhlauuo, Rabiul Awal 1313 !!., p, 103
64„ Ib id ., p. 103
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action according to his willAi! 6od has created man in confor-Ji'
' mlty with His ovn nature an3 mtido him free to act within his

ovm limitations.
66

*!Sir Syed adds that God haj| 

cretionary faculty which gives

h-

•iltreated in human nature a dls-
W
ramn freedom to act or not to

act. In view of wavering humai[|J|»ture, the messengers of God

and tho Prophets guide men to ij;a|ntain moderation in their

actions*67 As God is in the
Jl!;.

of man's doings, He knov/s his

fate. But human conduct Is not lidetermined. by Gal's-will. Any
< iI 68

good or evil action is done by man himself. It Is the belief
f

of Sir Syed that the welfare of man lies in the moderate use of

his faculties which God has glvoKi him, Man Is free In respect

of his actions. His conscienuDe ^leads him to goal actions’ by

69 f
subliminating the brute forco In him.

Resignation

Sir Syod clarifies the comiaon misunderstanding in regard 

to the term resignation (tawakul). Resignation is wrongly  ̂ > 

considered to indicate the aasp«riflion of human faoaltl«fl. j I 

or activities. Such a distorted'. View Ignores the real spirit 

of resignation. Sir Syed takejargireat pains to expose the mis

chief that is wrought by wr '̂ng (lotions about resignation. Ac-
I

cording to him, resignation ‘r the surrender of oneself to thd

66. Tahzeebul Akhlaque, Rablul Awal 1313 H ,, p. 104
66, Tahzeebul Aihlaque, Vol. Ill, 1st Ziqad 1313 H ., p. 36
67, ^hze^bul ATchlaque, Vol. IV, p. 13
68, H)ld;, p, 13
69, Ibid., p. 13
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will of «God, In faefej It Is tho belief in God as a power

• thnt helps us in our ej|!forts and does not make us dispense with 

our own actionsTrip^resignat ion  is not incompatable Wxth

150

I
70

. huiafin endea-̂ our and stlfiblitgle • God helps those who help them

selves, and He has no fl} 

and inactive.

iiipathy with people who are lethargic

‘.'i
’it'!'

Polygamy

Sir Syed did not favour the institution of polygamy. He

says that it is wrong to believe that Islam allows Muslims to

72
practise polygamy as a vl;rtuous act. On the contrary, there

is no unqualified sanctioil to polygamy in Islam and it is only

permissible under exceptibnal conditions. It is, therefore,

a condemnable practice because it is again«t the law of Nature

74
on which Islam is based-

Sir Syed points o^t the social implication of polygamy*

God has created for man a companion to stand by, to share his

Joys and sorrows, to conscla him in time of trouble and dls-

75
tress and to give him comfort and happiness. Moreover, God

has created women so that mankind may grow in numbers and make

76
this world their earthly «bode. Only when a woman fails to 

fulfil this divine purpose, it is made permissible for man to

70, The Scientific Society, Aligarh, 5th Julyri872, p, 415
71, Ibid., p, 415 i< ■
72, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan i al foiutbat Ahmedla, 1st Edn., p, 255
73, Ibid., p. 255 ’ ; i l

74, Ibid., p, 257
75, Ibid., p. 257 . i
76, Ibid,, p. 267 . 1
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^  iiniôhiir wifo «IoDf

the first wife, but in no
1

#Jfp hav» to be crtrerlooked or ig 

way of fipAlng out « solution of{ 

not orcJ/ puti a check to polygany
■ • / /  / __ 

marrle^llfe.'

:  w i
. I _

LSitTvlf*’ or ;h« o<̂ii dl« 

'the right B of the first 

0ZI Thle It the ^ilamlo
' I

•  soelal malaise# It 

provides for a Jiealthy

?T

under restriction. 79Islam allows polygamous marrt^

'’lllW'l
^sllm vho has been pompelled to cwitraot a second ilfarrlage

OA I
fliugt adhere to the Quranic lawt°^ w n l y  religious and plou$

ill ?,

people refrain from contracting ppXy|{|̂ o\iS marriages| for they 

realise thlit it is difficult to do i|tjal Justice to ||#veral wives

* V " If
and the failure to do so would ma||î  t;hem answerable before Ood.°*^

Ibjj, ĵ he Islamic lav' polygamy
T i

In-view of'the conditions Imposed

88
becomes almost Impossible* Sir Syê d quotes Verses Df the

Quran I

/
•» You will not be able to dial «|^iplly between yoUr 

wives, however much you wish %o AJ |o« But turn not al- 

togelJher away from one, leaving h4r,|̂ as In suspense. If 
you do good and keep from evil, |6J Ood Is Ever-for- 
glvlng. Most Merciful# *

** But If they separate, Ood willlifwipensate each out of 
His abundance* Ood Is ill-Bmbraoliliii;, All-Knowing# "  

(Ohap, IV - Nlsaa <Women», 129 aiaii''̂  JjSlO)

77, fir Syod li^d  Khan 1 al Khutbat Ahi^la, p, S67
"8» Xlla«, piff w“7
W# Ibid., p, 663 
AO* Ibid,, p# 864 
81# Ibid,, p, 264 
B8, Ibl(^,, p# 264 
83* Tbld*, p* 265
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It  14 i  ftattet of great •I, that gotna religious leaders 

to takb to more than one wife

168

Ml

'!!:iitH waalfliy p*op3-̂  not he3it

ill thij^ftme of tslau and dlvorcffr/®.*® at tl^elr sweet will or

‘ A4 iSĵ ' 1
pleaflure,'' In fact, these practpes give a free licence to tho

•xerolse 6f their passions and a|t|j||Ah Indication of their moral

degradation. It is because of ,i(|i|ltte persona that Islam Is con- ^  |  

demned In the eyes of the worldj^^
‘I

(*(

B X

34. Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 1 al Khuii1)at Ahmedla, p, 266
86. Ibid., p, 266 
®0• Ibid., Po 266
87. i m . ,  p. 267
88. Ibid., p. 268‘ •

sir sy«d considers divorce a disintegrating force for
a

R6
fftsdly an4 society. Divorce iT.l»rupts social cohesion and do

mestic relationship. It destroys conjugal love end fidelity and

87
produces evil consequences f ^  posterity. He justifies 

divorc** In certain circumnta/feec, namely, where deep-rooted mis

understanding and ill^feel^ig Imve developed bet’-feen husband 

and wife; where the enjoyment 4f matrimonial life by husband 

and wife becomes impossible, ijihere the temperamental differ- 

ences of husband and wife make the domestic life a veritable hell

and where the divine purpose for which man n̂d woman have been

88
made to live together is defeated. The problem of children 

of the divoroed woman is not so seriDUS in its consequences as 

that of children whose paren1jS|jlcontinue to llf6 a life of constant

I

■ ,r- 
M'.’
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ii-

bitterness and never-ending quar^olsi,®® Sir Syed finds a* remedy 
• 1 •
In dlvorC,© for ending the recurr:ld|s ^»orry, tension and conflict

90
betveenf/husband and wife*

As Islam permits man to divort^jfhis wife, it grants a simi-

lEUP permission to woman also, Womad is allowed to take divorce
if

91
under specific conditions and in eiit:feme necessity, * A husband

is always counselled to be patient|fmagnanira6us, generous and

92
tolerant towards his wife, TheSis are the Islamic ways to

93
control divorce and promote domestic, happiness.

■f

89* Sir Syed Ahmed Khan i al Khutbat Ahniedia, p, 268 
. 90, Ibid., 268 S ’

91. Ibid,, p, 2*n 
©2,. Ibid., p. 278
93, Ibid., p, 278 I
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Q m m n ...-YJU

CO |«CLUSION

It If difficult to aiwClysd the thoughts of Sir Syed Ahaid
iT

in the light of tho social 'philosophies of western thinkers of 

the 19th century as there•!» little evidence of interaction of

iaeh ideas on him* He is|Undoubtedly, influenced by the
•li'? ‘

nostern social thought as mich, but howjfar individual social 

thinkers h^ve shaped his stutucture of/tl^ought is very difficult 

Sir Syed has seldom acknowledglBd his indebtedhess
I • ' I

to any one social thinker. On the basis of his collected
W jc, • I

writings,^conclusion becomea inescapable that ha was deeply in

fluenced by the western aioclal thought. In other words, 

although his background v&s orier|ital and Isl£unlc  ̂ yet his struc* 

ture of thought was western, end tbodern. His unusual responsive** 

ness to the factors of soclwl change and to the urges of the j 

time-splrit proved of great avail to him In crystallising 'his 

ideas. H© had quick perception In assessing the human and social 

conduct and had the resolut® will to take prompt action.

Sir Syed found the solution of Muslim social decadence in

the formation of̂  a Muslim-Bi Itish alliance# This vus not enough.
i if

4s the social system was undeT the stress of change, the people 

had to think of the change in their own interest. He knew it for 

a fact that "unless- India adjvisted herself to modern ideas and
0

Ml'
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• •

It would not be possible to Infuse new life Into her ^ead
ft • 1

bonet and to herald a new age of tblnMng atd activity for her.
. ■ 1 7= . • '
^Indla then was passing through a transitional period from a 

■edl«v«lyj^ttern of life to a mod Bjtn way of life . This new 

change,Ih the country produced per;|i:ii3ixing conditions far human 

anl social adjustment* In these c^cumstances a leadei^, with v

■vision and grit, in the person of i!llr Syed won the hearts of
I

the, people who had no courage and stt*«angth to face , the situation. 

Such mi emergence of his leadership la linked up/with problems iof
(r. I

human conduct and social progress. The Muslims, in entil'i^stlng
•  . t -

their fate to a great leader of Sir Syed's statui, were a con-
il  ̂

tributary factor in the develop® nt of modern/India, The title '

of ’Musleh Azam' (the great Reforiwjr) conferred upon him was a

befitting tribute* ,

' i!’ I
The thought-currerjits of Slricyed wer^ the result of socio

political discontent then prevailing’In the country and of the ^  

impact ,of western civilisation on him. The state of socio- ^  

•cultural degeneration touched him to the core. He correctly 

assessed the implications created by social ills and political " 

malaise. The Revolt of 1857 gave hljoi ample opportunity to study
"li ■ V.

human responses and social reactions^, He 6ame to the conclusion !

that the pwi/er of humsin Character couild only convert the baser  ̂ ~
1 ■ 

metal into gold and bring about the r^)generation 6f man* His ^

liberal outlook was a challenge to orthodoxy* He faced all

A

1* Dr* Topa, I ,  i Sir Syed Ahmed Khaini — A Study in Social ' 
.•Thoughts, p* 225* Islamic Culture, Vol.XXVII, No*4.

October 1953, ‘

j .  J >  

f.
'M

i ^
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.̂ i /  J l l f w i t h  fortitude aii.d courage. He was a hard aad robust^,

^realist and was noted for his fcrealgKt, Ha was honarst In his
i

views and boldly ejcpresaed th«i4* His iron will was unmalleable.
' II

N  He ore^ented his ideas in a ra1;j;b'!:alistie loanner. As religion was

the be(>-rock of his philosophy, it; was from this source that his
t

social thought flowed* '
It' I

The development of Muslim riHglous thought in India, ac

cording to Sir Syed, was influenoecl by three important factors; 

Christian missions, Hindu revivalism and Muslim degeneration^ He * 

was aware of the fact that religjlon played a gre^t part in civili

sing man as well as in i^etardlng human progress*i Convinced of the 

rationality of Islam, he once said thai " I am a Mu.<;salroan not be- jj

cause I was born In a Muslim house, but because I believe in
---- ------------------------- ------^  ^

^slam by my own conviction and research” . He believed 

Islam is no doubt the true religion of man, the fountain-head of
/  I

civilisation ana the source of huii|an progress*
I V ,1

* In his socio-religious thought, there is a stern advocacy 

of rationalism. The religion^per\+aded his whole life and till the 

last days of his life he was busy writing the commentary t of the 

Quran. Though his thoughts were centred in the Qurian, he was 

 ̂ ever ready to accept what was presented or interpreted in a ra-

/ tlonallstlc way* By adopting such cm attitude of mind ho was made

the unfortunate target of blasphem]f or slander by his co-rellgion- 

Ists. He was not only a radical thlnlcer but also a social reformikiit.

I -

2. O^flalley i Modern India and the West. p. 148.

Pi
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jh. He tried to convit)ce tho Chrlstiaii missionaries as veil as tho 

r|r orthodox tllemas of their Irrational stand in the matter %f roll- 

f r ’ gion. His opponents dubbed him <|is Biaflr* If his Interpietatlon 

of J'ftllglon could be labelled as ilHellem, it vas nothing but^n

•laboratScn of tho Islaialc doctrinii under the ^ r b  of a nati^ai
/

religion# Tliat Is why, the refereniila are found In his religious 

writings to Nature or the laws of P'ftture. His ideas vfere moused 

by modern science and knowledge. thought of natural laws a&

unchanging ahd unchangeable^ Ko applied the principle of
l':

naturalism to Islam and discovered tXlat Islam wad a religion of
■]l *■

Nature. To interpret Islam In the^light of modern philosophy

1*'.̂

p :

if:-

I

and science became his object so that he could make the Muslims

I  '
reali5:o thet their religion was not!'the cause of their decline.

Sir Syed paved the way of interpreting modern progressive ideas

for the understanding of Islam. !PhJLs innovation In the evalua* 

tion of Islam goes to tho credit ofj Sir Syed. The Kusllms could

not accept all his modtirn vlewq/^ bn;t/ it goes without saylrg that

he presented a new pliase'of; I^ant t!o suit the changing pattern 

of Mublim society.

ii!
Sir Syed knev/ It for a fact tlifit Muslim society vculc? not , 

welcome any progressive ideas as It is custom-bound, conscjrvatlve, 

dogmatic and anti-western. Therefore, the remedy pi’oposed by him

was to mfî ,ke Muslims change their religious ideas In the first
1

lns+^«nC9. If*he could succeed in changing them, then he saw a 

ray of hope for them.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



. >  •

f

V'

•it

. 158

The vholG conception of theli'i;|j'«I.iglon was based on blind 

authority an4 old sanctions whldh ciji>;ild not be questioned. They 

considered him a renegade MUfi was jf irter tho destruction of their 

religion and society. He faced the difficult situation in order

to make his people feel for a changcll'ln their religious outlook
■i"' • '

without damaging the foundation of tlmslr religious life# Thore-
ii-’ '' I

fore^ he resorted to the study of Qul'an which is the fundamental

'( of Muslim He tried to understand the Quran from tho stand-
' i,:

^  point of naturalism. In explaining tl^ Quran he made it explicit

ly plain that the spirit behind the iHws of Nature is reflected

in the laws of the Quran, So, ther,e|ls no conflict between 

naturalism and the Quranic doctrii:W5* /r .  ̂ r ''*»* , in. one

West through the exposition of rifctur^llsm human Tfrind kas; definite 

signs of progress, in understanding land appreciating the value of 

' scientific laws. In the same manner. Sir Syed adopted a similar
iV '

attitude towards the Quran in the hdipe that if Musi Iks were to

’v'liv understand the Quran in the spirit of naturalism they would follow

the path of progress like the people - of the West, and they would
^ ' '<k

not be averse to the progressive i<toaB emanating frcmi th© West*

In other words, he made tlrie point (silear that the Quran as a book

 ̂ pf religion is progressive and is ijil|'no way against the spirit of

modern science.

Sir Syed belonged to the 19th century school of individualism. 

He believed that the source of all |)]?ogress, socialj economic, 

religious, mciral and political, is individual and not the
Ik

society. Therefore, after reallstrigi'the condition of his
n. !
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 ̂ ,/cp-reltgionlsts and his countrymen, hi9 dedicated hla life to tho 
■''!  ̂ • •  
c* task 6t *re-condltlonlrjg' them and thusIr •society on tho avowed

^,(^lnclples of Individualism. To him tli«» awakened man Is the pro-

I dttct of education and training. The aiiaj<:enlng of his faculties

Is the result of conscious and sustalmiil effort through a process
'ijf

of assimilation, rejection and absorpt1,oii). Thus, the human per* 

sonallty emerges out. To Sir Syed, Mliridualism, a^ conceived 

T in the West, is basically an Islamic c^m^jeption. Therefore, the

welfare of individual received his primary attention. The social
W A r . 1

aspect of individual was his secondary thought cĵ u the' national 

c< Iw j: was his ultimate concern. It inay be possible that

the western interpretation of IndividueLllsm served as an Impetus 

to his social thought. Knowing the basio structure of Muslim so

ciety from the Islamic point of viei»ĵ  he reinterpreted tho phllo- 

 ̂ sophy of individualism in the lighv of |the Islamic doctrine.
f  I

I

Sir 3yed*s thoughts on education vsjpe the reflection of his 

age. He considered education as an a(3l;ivising agent for Muslim ' 

uplift from ignorance and misery. He was of tho opinion that

Muslims ^ould learn to adjust their old system of education to
I

, the new changing conditions. He realliiuihS that modern education 

 ̂ would lead to the correction of morals and the improvement of out-
»

look.

Although he was not much fenamourod of the old 'Maktab' 

(learning centre), yet he was not Ignorant of its value. He was 

oonvinc^ that it,had outlived its utility. He was also «ware of 

the defects of the new system of educ<|»tibn. The criticism

ii.

"if
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V* ■
levelled against the English system of education was that 1* Ig-

• •

rKJiod religious education, producod lack of faith, gav€ rise to 

laxity of morals and took no cogril;snnc© of natural aptitude of 

the taught. The well-to-do Muslimiij educated their children at 

home ard were indifferent to the existing system of education con

trolled by the Govcrnmerlt. Imitating them, the middle-class Mus- 

11ms neglected the education off**children.  Mijisliins in general 

had no desire to take to western learning. Lastly, they were not 

on friendly terms with the Brltishj with the result that they
I

detested English education. Thus the task of Sir Syed became 

difficult and arduous. He couragecuoly fought for the cause of 

modern education and succeeded in esfeabllshing an educational ins-
• s - l  '

tituilon at Aligarh, aiming at lmpf:-.rtln£ secular and religious

education, which thoroughly met the needs of the Muslim corar.unity,
1
/

He holds the view that unlesci the nation takes the sole res

ponsibility for the education of its cl;ildren, it cai:mot be suf

ficiently imparted. The education cf children can be arranged on , 

the lines of mutual help tlircugh well-oi’ganised societies. No 

Government can impart education to the whole country. So long as 

the people do not take upon themselves the task of education, 

national education is niot possible. The interference of the
I

Government in national matters is n sign of ’cowardice, inacti- 

Wty and degradation'.
I

Sir^Syed holds progressive views, on social problems and sug

gests refortos'for the Teconstructlon of society. Tba problem of

f > •
. .

a
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s(?cio-cnltui‘al degenersition, he faced with a brave heart, a pene

trating Intellect, an unshattfjred. hope *and an utiflinclj^Lri ;̂ resolu

tion, He ► a w l n  social declliB of Muslims the cause for their 

estrangement from modern thoughb and inspirations and attempted 

to change their Ideas and outlook, so that they could take the

■ road tc progress,I

r • Though Sir Sjed complained agalnjit human decadence, he did

not abandon himself to a state of despondency. He was not a 

pessimist at a ll . He had a strong hope for the ultimate recovery

of man from*moral degeiperatlon and for that aii^ he fought. He

was of opinion that any edlfylnif; change from a state of social 

decadence to a state of social progress could not be easily a f 

fected, unless there was an organised effort sustained by deep 

^  thinking and sound reasoning,/ The problem of social dec-^ance
J

thus resolves Itself into a/prcblem of individual psychology. As 

the individuals constitute the society, social progress becoirtas |||

' their concern and obligation. Tiie individual is the fountain-head

of all activity and the Influence of his spirit determines the so

cial life  to which he belongs; This is how Sir Syed explained 

the importance of social progress against the background of social 

 ̂ decadence In an age which was not receptive to ideas of social re-

construction. In  this way, he was a precursor of ĥ ŝ time, ^  O0\

I',  ̂ the'^^vV^^^^Individual-and Social Progress* he discusses the f

main factors of social progress on the basis of individual pro- 

'I gress. In other words, a civilised individual is the source of

j social progress,* • Sir Syed lays bare the fact that social progress

a  ■

i-

r   ̂ •

ii
I"

i ,■ r'i

*lt;;

i
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Is not an end, but* it Is a meana for individual progress.

• %

• ’ Progress is never a compltS»tion but? a* continuity of human

activity# There is no perfect;loa in any human achievement. Pro- 

gress is a continuous process which gains from strength to strength 

in the stages of life, individual, social^ nation*J*Hereln lies the 

originality of his thought In exi:oundlng the meaning of progress,

A 'Individual and Custoir' ^ - an importance of

own, for Sir Syed was not ignorant of the fact that there are 

hindrances in the vay of individual, or social or national pro

gress, if custoD̂ s are adhered to blindly. Since Sir Syed was a 

great believer in the principle of progress, he outright 

the individual ' u the dangers fu, fol3owing customs which do not

■'I

V.;

go with the tlme-spirit,

1 ; ^  tj,
Sir Syed an essentl*! aspect of individual progress

in the light of social and national progress. Here Sir Syed’s 

contribution seems to be original Irj his definition of civilisation 

as uniquely different from the 19th century social thinkers* Civi

lisation is a collective hunian desire for change from a state of 

bad to a state of good.

In short, the elucidation of Siii):’ Syed's ideas In relation to 

individual and society and all their kindred activities is an at

tempt to bring about a new outlook, a new aspiration and a new 

objective. The inter-relation*;hlp of individual and society, as

3* Dr, Topa, I , t Sir Syed Ahmed IQmn — A Study in Social 
Thoughts, p, S26, Islamic Culture, Vol. XJCVII, No,4. 
OctAber 1963. •

':r,i

ana Z; a-ti
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conceived by him, was tha V '— of his eoclal thought. He

vas a moralist in the sense that iie saw in the upcoming of an in- 

diylflual, properly educated, aptly trained and rightly civilised, 

the hope of a social regeneration wliich the India of those days 

stood in need of. Basing his thoughts on civilised, individual

ism, he made it explicit that an in;I:l.vidual has to go through a 

process of sublimation in order to becorae a useful member of a 

civilised socie*ty* He establishes that the process of indivi

dualisation remains incomplete, if o«in is bereft of social influ-
I

ence# He believes that without the basis of such a relationship, 

Individual will never realise his potentialities as a social 

being.- Thus the social thought of 81r Syed depicts ^Wiat is best
*

for the individual, is best for the society".

■p'

[I If-'
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