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Abstract

Education opens the door of opportunities for all. It plays important role for
developing women’s social life. Although the rate of female participation in all
levels of education is increasing, due to patriarchal social system in Bangladesh
women are often victims of early marriage, gender discrimination, gender based
violence, religious dogmatism, frequent child bearing, unwanted pregnancy,
access to resources, income generating activities and access to participate in
political and cultural activities. In this regard, education is very essential for

enhancing women’s social life status.

The aim of this study was to investigate the impact of education on the
empowerment of women’s social life in the rural community. In this research, the
researcher showed various aspects of women empowerment and how
educational attainment affects on various aspects of women’s social life; for
instance, giving opinion regarding marriage, decision making capacity, protesting
gender based violence, freedom in social life activities etc. The researcher
adopted human capital and human capabilities theory in this research. Human
capital approach is an essential instrument that focuses on women’s education.
The capabilities approach focuses on how education enhances the wellbeing and

the empowerment of women.

This study was conducted through mixed method research design particularly
convergent parallel mixed method by applying both quantitative and qualitative
research methods. Purposive sampling technique was followed for selecting the
sample. The total sample size was 444 consisting of married women and key
informants, where grade V completers were 108, 108 SSC completers, 108 HSC
completers and 108 Graduate women respectively. There were total 12
respondents who were considered as key informant and their status was primary
school head teacher, NGO professional and local government representative who

were selected from four different districts. Survey questionnaire was used for

XVi
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collecting quantitative data and in-depth interview schedule was used for
collecting qualitative data. IBM SPSS 20 and Microsoft excel 10 were used for
analyzing quantitative data, the data were analyzed in descriptive methods like
percentage and frequency etc. To find the significance of the response the
researcher also used inferential statistical techniques like chi-square tests and
then presented into table and graphical form. On the other hand, the researcher

used thematic analysis procedure for analyzing qualitative data.

According to the study findings, child marriage rate is still high in the rural areas.
Generally, parents do not take opinion from their daughters regarding marriage.
Due to less educational qualification (i.e. grade V completers and SSC completers)
women have very limited access to participate in familial decision making
activities; for this reason, they cannot continue their study after marriage. In rural
areas, these women also have limited access to participate in socio cultural and
political activities. They are still not much aware about family planning and they
have no individual choice of using contraceptives. They have to depend on their
partners’ decision. Lower educated women also have limited access to move
frequently outside the house, they are remaining captivated through religious
dogmatism and social prejudices. In rural area, lower educated women have
limited access to self-health care and they can hardly take any decision regarding
their children’s education. They also have limited access to income generating

activities and for this reason, they are not enough economically empowered.

This study also found that, those women who have higher educational status
have more access to the empowerment process. According to the study findings,
those women who have completed HSC and graduation enjoy more freedom in
every aspect of their social life than SSC and Grade V completers. They have their
own professional choices, access to income generating activities, access to health
care services and contraceptive choices. Due to their educational qualification,

they also have decision-making power regarding their marriage, children’s

XVii


Hosne ara
Typewritten text
Dhaka University Institutional Repository 


Dhaka University Institutional Repository

education, income-expenditure and skill development activities. They enjoy the

freedom of participating in socio cultural activities and political activities.

This study revealed that, those women who have more educational qualification
are entitled with improved social life status than who have less educational
qualification. Thus, it showed that education plays important role for changing
social life status and work as a change agent for empowering women. It
transforms women into human capital and enables them to be more
economically and strategically empowered that enhance their participation in

family, socio-cultural and political activities.

Though this research revealed that education has a great impact on women’s
social life, but still in the rural areas women are frequently victims of violence,
child marriage and gender based violence. There are existing strong laws- dowry
prevention act, women and child repression prevention act 2000, domestic
violence (prevention and protection) act 2010 etc. and also for women
development Bangladesh Government made National Women Development
Policy 2011. But their implications are still in limitations. Hence government and
other stakeholders need to initiate more awareness programs to aware mass
people about the punishment of dowry and domestic violence. To attain the
sustainable development goals like gender equality, decent work and economic
growth quality education is very essential in this regards. So the government and
other stakeholders need to be launched more effective initiatives and monitoring
system to stop early marriage and dropped out from mid-level of their education
and also need to create second chance of education through non-formal
education system for rural women along with implementation of existing policies

and programs.

XViii
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Chapter One

Introduction

1.1 Background of the study

Education is the commitment in national development. It helps anyone to play
active role in the uninterrupted pace of development programs of the country
and it helps anyone to achieve all of the human rights. Bangladesh, officially
the People's Republic of Bangladesh, is a country in South Asia. Bangladesh is
a developing country. In 1971 Bangladesh established as an independent

country.

The Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, in the sections 15

and 17, mentions about basic needs and education.
According to section 15 of the Constitution-

“15. It shall be a fundamental responsibility of the state to attain,
through planned economic growth, a constant increase of productive
forces and a steady improvement in the material and cultural standard

of living of the people with a view to securing to its citizens-

(a) To provision of the basic necessities of life. Including food, clothing,

shelter, education and medical care;”
And according to section 17(a) of the Constitution-

“17. (a) Establishing a uniform, mass oriented and universal system of
education and extending in free and compulsory education to all

children to such stage as may be determined by law;”
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Though women compose half of the total population of Bangladesh, their
voices are not being fully heard in the society. Due to existing poverty,
patriarchal social structure, values and laws, social prejudices and religious
dogmatism, a large number of girls and female students fail to attain their

desired level of education.

In our country, women are deprived of their socio-economic and political
rights. They are suffering from the values of patriarchal social system, early
marriage, discrimination, gender based violence, religious dogmatism and
they are also victims of frequent child bearing, unwanted pregnancy and high
mortality rate during birth. The status of married women in Bangladesh
remained considerably inferior to that of men. Women’s custom and practice
remained subordinate to men in almost all aspects of their lives. Most of the
married women’s lives remained centered on their traditional roles and they
had limited access to resources, income generating activities, productive
service, unmet health care, poverty reduction strategy and local politics. The
lack of opportunities contributed to high fertility patterns, which diminished
family well-being, contributed to the malnourishment and generally poor
health of both mother and children and frustrated educational and other

national goals.

Qadir (2003) argued that despite the constitutional assurance of equal rights
of women to men, they get often trapped of this unequal and hindered social
position. Women often remain excluded from the process of decision making
and policy development. The illiteracy, lack of basic education, training and
experience remain serious obstacles in rural women’s development. Besides
the lack of awareness and social superstitious also affect the rural women’s
contribution in economic activities outside the family. Benerjee and Sen
(2003) stated that rural women regularly face a number of constraints on their

ability to participate in formal and informal decision making procedure.



Discriminatory and stereotypical attitudes, security concerns, lack of
education and freedom of movement may also limit opportunities of women

to contribute decision-making process.

Women empowerment is one of the most significant issues in the
contemporary world. Though women have a great contribution in the
development process, they have lower status as compared to men, specifically
in the developing world (Khan et al., 2010). The development process of
Bangladesh will not get pace without the further involvement of the women
(Al-Hossienie, 2011). However, the women of this country are very much
mistreated than men through the rules, regulations, customs and ancient
nature of the society. This irrational behavior gives women lower status in
terms of men socially, culturally, religiously, economically, and legally (Haque
et al.,, 2011). They are deprived of education, decision making power in the
family, control of their own assets, and decision of changing household

properties etc.

Like in many other developing countries, Bangladesh has limited access to
positions of influence and power of women and therefore, their occupational
choices are narrow, income is lower than those of men, and they usually

struggle to reconcile activities outside the home with their traditional role.

However, the situation is changing day by day because women are getting
educational facilities, skill development training facilities and other socio-
economic facilities. Among different determinants of women empowerment
such as education, age, employment status, family status, contribution to
household income and so on, employment plays the most vital role. The
women who are involved in any income generating activities or who
contribute in the household income are more empowered than the women
who are not engaged in any income generating activities (Hossain and Jaim,

2011; Khan, 2006).



llliteracy, low life expectancy, higher rate of unemployment, low rate of labor
force participation, no ownership of land, high fertility, mortality and
morbidity, form a vicious circle which is adversely affecting women in
Bangladesh. Women are also politically exploited, socially oppressed, legally

ignored and technologically deprived.

Ahmmed and Chakraborty (2012) claimed that women's independence in
decision making is positively associated with their age, education,
employment and number of living children. Women’s increased education is
positively related to independence in their own health care decision making,
more schooling, family planning and so on. Women in Bangladesh often face
discrimination regarding decision making because of women’s educational
status is below than any other developing country. Bangladesh’s overall
development will undoubtedly be hampered because of the status of women
which consists about fifty percent of the country’s total population, remains

as low as it is today.

Ullah et al. (2011) stated that the importance of education for woman has
been accepted worldwide, as it improves their earning ability and empowers
them in deciding about their family size, and other familial decisions. This
study showed that the educated women delay marriages, use family planning
methods, they tend to have small family size and play an effective role in
society. Education also plays an important role in economic terms for women,
by allowing them going out from their houses and work in different sectors of
the country; the working women also desire small family size so that they can
easily handle the family matters as well as the official matters. In a large
number of the families where women are educated the couple mutually takes
the decision about the family size. Bbaale and Mpuga (2011) found the
positive impact of women’s education on their autonomy, leading to later

marriages, increased use of contraceptives and lower fertility. Female



education is also claimed to alter household power relations, making women
more autonomous and giving them greater control of various dimensions of

their lives.

Education helps an individual to achieve rights, reduce poverty and
empowerment. It also raises the ability of decision making and ability to
protect domestic or social violence and helps a person to being conscious
about social superstition. Nowadays the overall enrolment rate of women in
Bangladesh at various stages of education is increasing. However, women
especially the rural women in our country still face huge discrimination in all
parts of life. Thus, it is very important to identify the impact of education on

the social life of married women in the rural area of Bangladesh.

1.2 Problem statement and relevance

Women are the half of our society, but women in Bangladesh frequently face
huge discrimination in all spheres of life. Traditionally, a rural married woman
in Bangladesh derives her status from her family. Her role includes the
maintenance of her family as a social institution and as an economic entity.
Most importantly, through childbearing and child rearing, she ensures the
existence of succeeding generations. The life of a woman in Bangladesh is
therefore dominated by this social system. Such a system upholds a rigid
division of labor that controls women's mobility, roles and responsibility, and

sexuality.

Majority of the rural girls are got married before reaching at the age of 15
years. Since marriage, among other things, transfers guardianship of the bride
from her father to her husband, permission for further education,
employment, hospitalization, or any other disposal of a married woman's time

outside her conjugal residence is to be sought from her husband. In general,



as head of the household, the husband makes most of the important
decisions. Abandoned women are yet another category, constituting the
majority of the hard-core poor who enter the labor market for survival as
heads of their households (ADB, August 2001). Dowry is an enormous social
crisis especially in rural communities in Bangladesh. The Prime Minister of
Bangladesh issued a memorandum to all the government officials to work
towards abolishing the practice of dowry. However, reports of deaths caused
by dowry related violence are still common and evidence is presented in every
day’s news coverage. Amin and Kamal (2006) explains that the causes for
marrying daughter off at an early age in order to save on dowry costs remain

strong.

Women in Bangladesh are also responsible for most of the hard work that is
done in rural areas. Rural income-generating activities include postharvest
activities, cow fattening and milking, goat farming, backyard poultry rearing,
pisci-culture, agriculture, horticulture, food processing, cane and bamboo
works, silk reeling, handloom, garment making, fishnet making, coir
production, and handicrafts. A good number of rural women are also involved
in rural construction works. Women workers are found in certain activities
traditionally falling within the male domain. This is particularly the case for
landless women who largely belong to the hardcore poor group. It indicates
growing economic pressure and erosion of familial support and traditional

beliefs and norms regarding women's outside work.

Although women are primarily responsible for homestead production, in most
cases husband is the dominant seller and handles the money himself.
However, in recent years women are showing preference to sell the products

by themselves even in rural areas.
