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"Central goals of development
include the eradication of poverty, the fulfilment of the basic needs of all people and
the protection of all human rights and fundamental freedom-the rights to

development among them".
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Fact Sheet 3oorf "Development, in a broad

sense, refers to social and economic charges in society leading to improvement in
the quality of life for all. At the most basic level, it means providing for every person

the essential meterial requirements for a dignified and productive existance."
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"It shouid not be forgotten that in Asian countries, there is a tradition of voluntary
action for the upliftment of rural and urban poor, such as Sarvodaya or Gandhian
Movement of India .... in many instances they are nwre effective in fulfil in the

objectives of rural development than the bureaucratic organisations.
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“The poverty alleviation programme have came out v/ith a remarkable success with
gradual decline in the percentage of poor in Bangladesh. The recent BBS surveys
said the percentage of poor in rural areas declined from 49.7% in Aprit.1996 to
47.6% in April, 1998 and in urban areas from 44.4% to 44.3% during the same
period.

The per capita calorie intake has also increased in recent years with 1885 kilo calorie
in Decemt>er.1995 to 1,953 kilo calorie in April,1998 in rural areas and 1895 kilo
calorie to 1,959 kilo calorie in urban areas during the same period™.
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