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R Qe Arfae wER-sfe caraetiofa

Registered No. DA-1

The Bangladesh Gazette
Extraordinary

Published by Authority
Wednesday, March 24, 1982

GOVERNMENT OFTHE PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH PROCLAMATION OF MARTIAL IAW
WHEREAS a situation has arisen in the country in which the economic life has come to a
position of collapse, thecivil administration has become unable to effectively function,
wanton corruption at all levels has become permissible part of life causing unbearable
sufferings to the people, law and order situation has deteriorated to an alarming state
seriously threatening peace, tranquility, stability and life with a dignity and bickering for
power among the members of the ruling party ignoring the duty to the state jeopardising
national security and sovereignty

And

WHEREAS the people of the country have been plunged into a state of extreme frustration,
despair and uncertainty,

And

WHEREAS i1n the greater national interest and also in the interest of national security it has
become necessary to place our hard earmed country under Martial Law and the
responsibility has fallen for the same upon the Armed Forces of the country as a part of
their obligation towards the people and the country,

NOWw, therefore, I, Lieutenant General Hussain Mohammad Ershad, with the help and
mercy of Almighty Allah and blessings of our great partriotic people, do hereby take over
and assume all and full powers of the Government of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh with immediate effect from Wednesday, 24th March, 1982 as Chief Martial
Law Administrator of the People's Republic of Bangladesh and do hereby declare that the
whole of Bangladesh shall be under Martial Law with immediate effect. Along with
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assumption of powers of Chief Martial Law Administrator | do hereby assume the full
command and control of all the Armed Forces of Bangladesh.

In exercise of all powers enabling me in this behalf, I, Lieutenant General

HussainMuhammad Ershad do hereby further declare that :

a. | have assumed and entered upon the office of the Chief Martial Law Administrator
with effect from Wednesday, 24th March, 1982.

b. I may nominate any person as President of the country at any time and who shall
enter upon the office of the President after taking oath before the Chief Justice of
Bangladesh or any judge of the Supreme Court designated by me. [ may rescind or
cancel such nomination from time to time and nominate another person as the
President of Bangladesh. The President so nominated by me shall be the head of state
and act on and in accordance with may adsvice as Chief Martial Law Administrator

and perform such function as assigned to him by me. ...

... This Proclamation, Martial Law Regulations, orders and other Orders/Instructions
made by me, during their continuance shall be the supreme law of the country and if

any other law is inconsistent with them that other law shall to the extent of

inconsistency be void.

[ may by order notified in the official Gazette amend this Proclamation.

HUSSAIN MUHAMMAD ERSHAD
LIEUTENANT GENERAL
Commander-in-Chief

Bangladesh Armed Forces
Dhaka and

The 24th March, 1982 Chief Martial Law Administrator
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