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CERTIFICATE OF THE SUPERVISOR

W ith regard to the thesis entitled
submitted by Rama Rani Haider for the M.Phil

degree in Political Science at the University of Dhaka.

| certify that Rama Rani Haider carried out the research work under my
direct supervision and guidance and that the manuscript of the thesis

has been scrutinized by me.

The entire thesis comprises the candidates own work and it is her own
personal achievement. It has not been pfTevtaiMiy for the

award of any degree, diploma or other similar title of recognition.

She has completed her research work to my satisfaction; and the final
type copy of the thesis, which is being submitted ft) the University office,
has been carefully read by me for its material and language and is to my
entire satisfaction. The thesis is worthy of consideration for the

........... of M.Phil degree.

Dated :the 279 ,| N A.K.M. Shamsul Hoque
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Gilbert Campion "=t1<=1~t3i Rc.-elirc vt<i “The opposition is
the party for the time being in the minority organized as a unit and

officially recognized, which has had experience of office and is prepared to

W. I Jennings, The British Constitution P-11
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form a government when the existing ministry has lost the confidence of
the country. It must have a positive policy of its own and not merely

oppose destructively.2

Are.<=i-Ej ac<j i
n chcsf mmn 1
r<c<t” Harold Laski <lc<d(5H “The

opposition spends its time in revealing the defects ofthe government

programme”. Rc.-sif*«*c*Ta ~srsrTcsTm” rm "MSETOT
NQ >i'v*<iv45icr b=ich ACfj Q
mN'snaTBTSt <T>C-el | \*|"|"%>]vs R>4C .*45] m~'=n
N “The prime minister meets the

convenience of the opposition and the leaders of the opposition meets the

convenience of the government”.

R c-sll1 ? msrm " 's
I w2t
«PEBMEIBS  MS=T-0EpfS  "C.<? oy.fA-sl
BT '®=Th«=rc™ og-srr *IMHr cvtc<i c”, c-srcsr "®wr
07751 A¥>*fCN =TIWStT5rxs" <P-EICM '=ri<C<5
A=Tol | va)>ivs's
xQ m3Tsrresrr&™  'q 1<c.<IfAr$T c<i 1 V5 ["-st

fARTSICAMTA -IZFNTXTFT (R-H.S. Crossman), $=nTgT7/?m f%?rm
(Samuel Beer) cwsm Pi-it? 1 RcMA>r=ic.<i
Arfvijicii VG X<F7=T 'Q cAM*feS5T?r "srr23Tr fne.'™* 1
" < c.n |

Gilbert Campion, “Development in Parliamentary system since 1918 in British Government Since 1918, P-19.
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There has also been as S.P. Huntington states thirdwavetransition to
democracy in which many of the less developedsocieties formerly under
the control of authoritarian regimes haveopted for participatory
democratic politics characterized by the presence of constitutional and

legal opposition.3

S
A3TrsTTfArN <3 'eNTATsqj,
I *4 'Q
Rc?rr~c”r-ES fje~jesn™ i
~src=Tgs sq
cT7T | 0Qg<?ir5 c-"RchT? «Im:”?
m=i"\C./E> = | fAc-EdiN c-s'M Ma«d*iNTr “Toa Mi*ii>"r
gfeferr "ftrr i r<ror -0 Rt-sir*c T-Ei
-STAtm 'Q  AST<rATA
VQ *#AVFT 1T A fAC .=iNit'ST <>C-El 1

NINF=A, A3TTxre=n i

Dodd mentioned that governments in multi party parliaments must be
minority cabinets, coalition cabinets or both occuiring in socially

fragmented societies.”

Powell noted that majoritarian political systems tend to bring about two
party competition that leaves no space for extremist parties in opposition
whereas representative partj* systems, multi party systems, characterized

by fractionalization offer a real opportunity for such parties.

N

S.P. Huntingtom, Journal of Democracy, vol. 2, No.2, Spring 1991, P-13.

* C. Dodd coalitions in Parliamentary government of print on : Princeton University Press, 1976.
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According to Dahl in at least six important way opposition may differ.

These include

1. Organizational cohesion or concentration of the opponents.
2. Competitiveness of the opposition.
3. Site or setting for the encounter between opposition and those who

control the government.

4. Distinctiveness or identifiability of theopposition.
5. Goals of the opposition and
6. Strategies of opposition.”

cArsrAT,
A3Trxrrf® 2

vQ |

In categorising opposition Sartori indentified the following :
Constitutional and responsible opposition; constitutional but non-
responsible opposition; and oppositions which are niether responsible not

constititional.

INfW rr R c~rIn, fArAsT&<rSf

srisxs Rce-~r™ |,

\Q INTSITN THT S
-EJI'ST 'ArAC ™ Rc.<5tM"C»T~r ~fsRPr, ~=rf% " 'Q
m'sn~ <(.*1 5JCH <»-sll | Th CB T5;" *1-EIC.-S-S| r~ C 'SII~ C 'TS|

‘AJIC*1l bH | 8

Robert A. Dhal, Op. Cit. P. 332.
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Her Majesty’s loyal opposition in U.K. c«n:?
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S.E. Finer mentioned that opposition in Britain is well organized to pose a
challenge to the government in the parliament. It is continuous and as
such permanent, it is representative with its party followers; it is
alternative government as it takes over with the fall of the government
and it is a participant in the governmental performance in the

legislature.”

=Twj <1 Trm c~, wmE@rsh » -Avj-vstr<c<b5irlN mM&N jh<d<mcejg
| 'S C'+T'An 2=1/~1N 3HmanTCSTrx?'-~ t
ANl eMedb miT?i | XQ MNic*ili>-M [N A=rfArA22*f ANm A Ac?2r?r

y[[VICH t>c®i ~c.3i ixXrD «®TM— >i-PikM<i 'G Rc-sri™ i ~cGch wsTA-<ycHf
fArATT -prsr

cvrc=" <r>c.< i

S.E. Finer in D. Sundas Ram Op. Cit. P-37.
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Curtis stated that opposition in British political system attempts to

amend or moderate the policy and legislation of the party in office.

K.C. Wheare illustrated

that opposition in Britain means that it is

constitutional as well as ‘Loyal’.

<5r'SfArA<i tMTITrsj "3T7TASTcrr

<3 A1-sil Ic-"T-a
-ST® srA5t*r c», <5J<5-atr-?24 w~ATSTT#"?! 'Q
<M/ ICMI <M'St <\C-el <MS, |

N tev)Ri<M ><r*n5

Arorh | mJErfAM'Q
'Q fr1>r3
\S N 3ilvjj
ir<T>n5 Jil ®'3Tr'~'=f
APJIETC 3N
TArn > i~ c¢c”

'<3Trtf%<Ge.'H<

n*=irira<p cf=** 'Ir R>Rb

r"nfT?
<M 'St <70.55 |
I ~AICV<rS<M 'Sl Sf«=t-idH<M ~fJl
>1-s1<»I5] <r>C.-s5C~A ‘G
'=1~ fH-Clb-S S'vaR <Ui>Cs5  C-snitgrT
ANec<feir <~c.-si-HfH mm c¢csjPic”™-n -Orsf

fA*i | “Parties originated

during that administration largely in support of or in opposition to its

policies™.7

While commenting on the

'‘Q cr& Trsrresplnrn 'srr*cnrsr i

opposition in the united states K.C. Wheare

stated that there is a government of the U.S.A and there is plenty of

opposition to it and there is plenty of people to lead this opposition.

Stephen J. Wayne, ‘Political Parties in the United States” (Mimeo), P-3
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Dahl mentioned the following normal patterns of oppositions in the

united states :

(D) Opposition seeks limited goals that do not directly challenge the
major institutions or prevailing American beliefs.

(2) Opposition employ a wide variety of strategies qombining a heavy
emphasis on bargaining and pressure group activities in policy
formulation.

3) Oppositions are not usually very distinctive and are not even
clearly identifiableas oppositions; they are thus melt into the
system.

(4) Oppositions are not combined into a single organization; they
usually work through one or both major parties; these parties are
highly competitive in national elections but in congress they are
both competitive and cooperative.

(5) Opposition try to gain their objectives by seeking out encounters
with decision makers at different bureaucratic, judicial,

congressional on local levels.
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'‘Q  >11>4irST<i R'SslIC .-I7 'Q

cn™*rm i

Grolier encyclopedia c® “The name opposition is given to a party that is
out of power and that exists mainly for the purpose of the criticising the

party in power if possible supplanting it.”s

Opposition » “Universal Dictionary of English Language--©
N*>1C< <i"Ar “As a bod-y of individuals who hold opposing
views to a decision or policy and as part of parliamentaries they are

opposed to the party in the government.”®

Oxford Advanced Dictionary regards opposition as the majority and
minority members of a political party in the congress holding political
views opposed to the president and his executive department; in the
context of parliamentary system it mentions that opposition include the
political party opposed to the government and offers itself to replace the

rubbing party whenever necessary, lo

According to the penguin Dictionary of politics, “an opposition is political
grouping, party or loose association of persons who wish to change the

government and alter its policy decisions.

Grolier Encyclopedia, (New York and Tarento, Thge Grolier Society Publishers 1958), P-139
The Universal Dictionary, the English Language, P-804.

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1974), P-589.
Dictionary of politics (London, Penguin Books, 1986) P. 243.
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Lame and Erosson opined that democracies not only offer freedom of

thought, speech and contract but faster the autonomy of organization

and political institutions. 12

'‘Q Rc-sir? "T'ATsr -sM 'St
Sixil | A~ mRBIkME <?rre ¢, MRiit InfAfs "3
OT*f "™TPT=T <r>sjc.<i A f% cm ~ we=T?2r 7
«m Noc*i, >Nc.<M-eb m=Tr5tfgr<jici®® *7Qc.?4 c>"c<i
S1eMCel€l  =srh-sMs=vis| 1 vg\5TCA BRFT=TT<r5r«7r"
fArcrsfecpfr "SRT® «~QbifSi'v*' amrr® \s'i-ar
AJTSICTT  Misrpfit SIA*A - <ryye» S

>jb<m 51 'q R cfiin vSvto:t4 -trBTA

'=rrcM 1

Gugliclme Ferrero pointed out that in democratic country the opposition
is an organ of popular sovereignty just as vital as the government to

suppress the opposition is to suppress the sovereignty of the people.

A.D. Lindsay noted that good representative system requires not only a
strong opposition. It needs also that the opposition should be an

alternative government; thus representative political democracy involves

differences and opposition.i3

Jan-Erik Lave and Svant O. Errson, Politicas and society in western Europe (London : Sage
Publications, 1987)P-16.

Ad. Lindsry The Essentials of Democracy (London : Oxford University Press, 1929, Sixth Impression
Oxfored at Claredon Press, 1967)
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r<c.-E5I" vrc=T?r ~2gf5r*H.B. Mayo <c«ts, “The existence
of political opposition by persons and groups, by the press, and above all

by organized political parties has been the litmus paper for democracy”.

-ST® .2rA5T*f C*T, -5t«=r®”" AC<=1l
*st'=1741] YTTC A m=rr | ~N«=IVi>C .40 xXsrchTN
"STN S R 5T »f w f '~C*1 19

James L. Gibson et al stated that tolerance is typically thought to be an
essential ingredient of democratic politics. Without toleration of
opposition widespread contestation is impossible, regime legitimacy is

imperiled and no conformity prevails.

Ernest Barker, “Democracy liberates opposition and that the essential
feature of democracy is the presence of opposition whcih may be in the
electorate, in parliament and even in the anti cabinate which confronts

and challenges the cabinet,

Edward Shills indicates the importance of organize reponsible and

coherent opposition in a political democracy.

K.C. Wheare noted that the chief part of performing the function of

making the government behave falls to the opposition and its ieader, is

Michael curtis observed that the crucial element in a parliamentary
democracy is the existence of a legal opposition which is not only
tolerated but sometimes may select the subjects and opportunities for

debate and provide an impact on the governmental actions and decisions.

H.B. Mayo, Introduction to Perocratic Theory (New York : Oxoford University Press, 1960), P-149.
Jame L. Gibson et al, “Democratic Values and the Transformartion ofthe Soviat Union” The Journal
of Politics vol. 54, no. 2, May 1992.

Ernest Berker, Reflections in Government (London : Oxford University Press, 1942, 1967, P-202-203)
Edward Shills, Political Development in the New States-1I.

K.C Wheare, Legislatures (London : Oxford University Press, 1968) P-77
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19 J. Lins, The Breaddown of Democractice Regimes : Crisis, Breakdown, and Requililoration (Baltiuore : John Hopthins Unioversity Press, 1978)
P-36.
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One scholar has explained the role of democratic opposition in the

following manner, “No real democracy can function without a strong

vigilant and vigorous opposition. It in an integral part of the democratic

structure and the conscience keeper of a democratic society.”
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the great achievement of the AL regime in its first twelve months in power

was the successful completion of the task of constitution making.”20
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2 Rounaq Jahan, Bangladesh Politics Problems and Issues, Dhaka University Press Ltd. 1980, P-67.
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I “Power which was means to an end with the nationalist elite
before independence. The elite rejected parliamentary democracy and

turned to an alternative model which promised it to a langer stay in

power.2
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Zillur Rahman, Leadership Crisis in Bangladesh, DUPL, Red Cross Building, Motijhile Commercial
Area, 1982,p-967.
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Z g, Ali, Bangladesh A New Nation.
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Following Zia, Ershad did the same job. Like many other dictators in the
world he did not allow anybody who could succeed him. He held the office
of the president while his wife was the first lady. He was the chairman of
Jatiyo Party, head of the state and government and chief of the armed

forces the bastion ofpower~.23
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Parliamentary Democracy in Bangladesh, from Crisis to Crisis- Zaglul Haider, J. Asiat Soc Bangladesh, Hum,
Vol. 42, No. |,June, 1997.
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“On November 1990, the three alliances issued a joint statement, the
declaration stated that Ershad would be forced to appoint (under article
51 of the constitution) a new vice president acceptable to the three
aliances and that Ershad himself must resign and hand over power to the
vice president could not act as the acting president. The acting president

would then from a neutral government to hold free and fair election”.
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Ershad Thus had no alternative but to hand over pow”er to the chief
justice of the Supreme court, Justice Sahabuddin Ahmed (a consensus
candidate of all political parties) on December 6, 1990, Justice Ahmed
was given a mandat by all opposition parties to hold free and fair
elections of the Jatiyo Sangsad, within 3 months of his assuming office.

Thus the civil society prevailed over the armed sector of the state”.

BT fl, S Ri'ak, ~ikn(*ra W€l i 'su” i

Talukder Moniruzzaman, Politics and Society of Bangladesh, UPL 1994, P-143.
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economic loss in terms of economic opportunities forgone due to lengthy
delays interm of economic decisions in project implementation”
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South Asian region

Zia on the other hand atleast innitailly, was anti
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N 1 In the face of escalating social and economic problems the
failures of our civil leaders to act with urgency could progressively
undermine our enfeebled democratic structures and put the polity into a
phase of mounting anarchy manifastion of which are only to evident
today in the progressive degeneration in the state of law and order in civil

society.3®

Dr. Nazrul Islam, Ibid, Page 8/9.
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