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Nvs A3 nyo YA W< m cN\ 4 smw N fA <NHWPI (Lord Chief

Barankelly) <GiACH- There is no authority, which gives a legal definition of the

word ‘Strike’

ePphs N “A concerted refusal to work by employees till some
grievance is remedied. So the word ‘Strike’ may be best defined as a sudden
cessation of work resulting from an agreement on the part of a body of workmen
either to break or not to renew their existing contract of service for the purpose of
obtaining or resisting a change in the conditions of employment. So the strike is not
a mere refusal to work, for such an act has never been made punishable by law, nor
is it the abandonment of work begun, for the right to repudiate exists in the case of
labor contracts just as in that of any other contract that is not for fixed term. The
strike is a means of constraint exercised by one contracting party over the other in
order to obtain certain modification of the contract. In the case of strike the
condition consists in the sudden interruption of labor and injury, which results for
the employer. It should be noted, also, that though strike may be accompanied by

breaches of contract and intimidation and riot, yet such features as these, though
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common to many strikes, are excluded from the legal definition of the word

strike.”®

"SOT Encyclopaedia Britannica-c » “Work stoppages resulting from
serious disagreements between labour and management. Strikes are collective
refusals by employees to work under the conditions required by employers,........
Strikes arise for a number of a reasons; from disputes about wages and the
conditions of employment; in sympathy with other striking workers, from
jurisdiction disputes between two unions; or for purely political goals [as in the
general strike g.v.] strikes not authorized by the central union body [wildcat strike]

may be directed against the union leadership as well as the employer.

The right to strike is granted in principle to workers in nearly all industrial
countries although some require a series of specified efforts at settlement preceding
the strike and others forbid purely political strikes and strikes by public employees.
The types and purposes of strikes and their frequency depend on a great variety of
factors, including a country’s political system, its history, and the role of the trade

unions.

Most strikes and threats of strikes are intended to inflict a cost on the employer for
failure to meet specific wage and other demands of the unions. Among Japanese
unions on the other hand, strikes are not intended to halt production for long
periods of time and are more akin to demonstrations. Occasionally, as in some
Western European counties, strikes have been politically modvated, stemming
from a general class-consciousness among the workers. In countries ruled by
governments with a strong socialist orientation, strikes may be directed against the

governments and their policies.””
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A QoBiki e (R T
NS - “strike has been a part of human history for a very long time.
Hieroglyphs Records a strike by slaves building a pyramid 5000 year ago. The
ancient Egyptian strikers were exiled or imprisoned, just as they are today in
China, Saudi Arabia and Guatemala. Freedom to strike is a mark of a civilized

society.” (Evening Standard Monday, 15 Feb. 1999 page 4 .f
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ST MR d(H™H “In the U.S in 1978 1.6 million workers were involved in 4300

work stoppages, resulting in 39 million lost working days.”"
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