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Grolier Encyclopedia 7~ "ATt ‘the name opposition is given to a party
that is out of power and that exists mainly for the purpose of the criticizing the party in

power if possible supplanting it’

Opposition Universal Dictionary of English Language-” ‘NIW r
‘As a body of indicviduals who hold opposing views to a decision or policy

and as part of Parliamentaries they are opposed to the government’

Oxford Advanced Dictionary "NstT ‘Opposition as the majority and
minority members of a political party in the congress holding political views opposed to
the president and his executive department; in the context of parliamentary System it
mentions that opposition include the political party opposed to the government and offers

itselfto replace the rubbing party whenever necessary’
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Penguine Dicstionary of Politics 'An opposition is political
grouping, party or loose association of persons who wish to change the government and

after its policy decision’
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Lame Erosson <&s=n, ‘Democracies not only offer freedom of thought,

speech and contract but faster the autonomy of organization and political institutions

Gaglielmo Ferrero <5c«>s, ‘In democratic country the opposition is an organ of
popular sovereignty just as vital as the government to suppress the opposition is to
suppress the sovereigaty of the people’

A.D Lindsay Good representative System requires not only a strong
opposition. It needs also that the opposition should be an alternative government; thus

representative political democracy involves differences and opposition’ (6)

‘AN ajlw |

James L. Gibson ‘Tolerancc is typically thought to be an essential
ingredient of democratic politics. Without toleration of opposition widespread

contestation is impossible, regime Legitimacy is imperiled and no conformity prevails’
)
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Earnest barkerw3" 'STC®, ‘Democracy liberates opposition and that the essential
feature of democracy is the presence of opposition which may be in the electorate, in

parliament and even in the anti cabinet which confronts and challanges the Cabinet’

Michael C u r t i s ‘The crucial element in a parliamentary democracy
is the existence of a legal opposition which is not only tolerated but sometimes may
select the subject and opportunities for debate and provide an impact on the government

actions and decisions’.
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Gilbert Campion '3V=¥17T ‘NENc.<p <ic«Ti, ‘The Opposition is the

party for the time being in the minority organized as a unit and officially recognized,
which has had experience of office and is prepared to form a government when the
existing ministry has lost the confidence of the country. It must have a positive policy of

its own and not merely oppose destructively’
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‘The Prime minister meets the convenience of the opposition and the leader of the

opposition meets the convenience of the government’.
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Earnest Barker'® 'srjs ‘Opposition can not be utterly negative, entirely critical

or totally obstructive since, in democrcy, the function it performs is fundementally

positive’
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Dodd mentioned that governments in multi party parliaments must be minority

cabinets, coalition cabinets or both occurring in socially fragmented societies

Powell noted that majoritarian political systems tend to bring about two party
competitions that leave no space for extremist parties in opposition where as
representative party systems, multi party systems, characterized by fractionalization offer

a real opportunity for such parties.

<£IN Tsr™ -5"5" Trm
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According to Dahl in at least six important ways oppsition may differ. These
include:

1. Organizational cohesion or concentration of the opponents

2. Compertitiveness of the opposition.

3. Site or setting for the encounter between opposition and those who control the
government.

4. Distinctiveness or identifiability of the opposition.

5. Goals of the opposition and

6. Strategies ofopposition.
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S.E Finer mentioned that opposition in Britain is well organized to pose a
challenge to the government in the parliament. It is continuous and as such permanent, it
is representative with its party followers; It is alternative government as it takes over
with the fall of the government and it is a participant in the government performance in

the legislature.
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Curtis stated that opposition in British political system attempts to amend or moderate

the policy and legislation of the party in office.

K.C Wheare illustrated that opposition in Britain means that it is constitutional as well as

Loyal;
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Parties originated during that administration largely in support of or in opposition to its

policies"M A N<fa, NATC*2r NJJst.
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While commenting on the opposition in the United States K.C wheare stated that
there is a government of the U.S.A and there is plenty of opposition to it and there is

plenty of people to lead this opposition
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Dahl mentioned the following normal patterns of oppositions in the United States:

(1) Opposition seeks limited goals that do not directly challenge the major
institutions or prevaiHng American beHefs.

(2) Opposition employ a wide variety of strategies combining a heavy emphasis on
bargaining and pressure group activities in policy formulation

(3) Oppositions are not usually very distinctive and are not even clearly identifiable
as oppositions; they are thus melt into the system.

(4) Oppositions are not combined into a single organization; they usually work
through one or both major parties; these parties are highly competitive in
national elections but in congress they are both competitive and cooperative.

(5) Opposition try to gain their objectives by seeking out encounters with decision

makers at different bureaucratic, judicial & congressional on local levels.
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Dictionary of Politics (London, Penguine Books, 1986) P-273.
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Earnest Barker, Reflections in Government London Oxford university Press, 1942,
1967 Page, 202-203

Grilbert Campion, Development in Parliamentary System since 1918 in British
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inlemational standard the Muslims are a nation, so they are in need of a seperate

homeland, a territory and a state.)
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Resolved that it is the considered view of this session of All-India Muslim

League that no constitutional plan would be workable in this country or acceptable to the

Muslims, Unless it is designed on the following basic principle, viz, that geographically

contigious units are demarcated into regions which should be so constituted with such

territory readjustments as many be necessary that the areas in which the Muslims are

numerically in a majority as in the North-Western and Eastern zones of India should be

grouped to constitute “Independent States” in which the constituent units shall be

autonomous and sovereign.”

8 G. Allana (e.d). Pakistan Movement: Historic Documents.]
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CA, “l was surprised and pained when pated in reply said that whether we

liked it or not, there were two nations in India (i) 99
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What we want is not to talk about Bangali, Panjabi, Sindhi, Baluchi, Pathan and
so on. They are of course units, but 1ask you; have you forgotten the lesson that was
taught us thirteen hundred years ago? If | may point out, you are all outsiders here, who
were the original inhabitants of Bengal not those who are now living. So what is the use

of saying ‘We are Bengali or Sindhis or Pathans or Punjabs? No, we are Muslim
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‘However the election result had no decissive important on the nature and direction of
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country. And as such the Six-Point Demands were no more his party’s properties, it
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cSIMT <pes3*s, “‘The Assembly session has been postponed to assuage the sentiment of

the minority and the Bangalees will not tolerate this silently.’
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M. Rahman, From Constitution to confrontation: A Study of the Muslim

League in British Indian Politics, 1906-1912, PP-8-9
xgffSINT NM(.-*tl=1-4,

A3Msr|>cf

m~ csrrs N 1ML "2tT?7?s5,

Moulana Abul Kaiam Azad, India wins Freedom, Page-194
(Mjsj-jsn™ v\MprsI9

History of Bengal,""~-85>0©

7?20 tTI” 'CtN <p5ji>n, Cet?,
imn, | ~Ofll CPEA
mRMtst <jiy?iic>ft N < «ii m?rth, Y TIF=THI 7Y,

Tjm, *=7-180 |

tSTINNMACr m37(-I,H, <I[i4?1I(>70*m '"~}21 NiC-~rMCHfl (c>2 'NSTFttN
mel<FT', T?m, A5tw2-, -'A-:> 81

Dr. M.A Wadud Bhuiyan, Emergence of Bangladesh and the Role of Awarni

League, Vikash Publishing House, New Delhi, 1982, Page-100.

3HiI, T?m,
HV
tPtin
<iiyFiicHC.*2r 8§ "CtFWt -piai (tzic?rFf*f mATArrrypn
‘S5TA<"®THl,

Pakistan Observer, Feb. 15, 1966
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1N Pakistan Observer, Jan. 21, 1969
N8. The Pakistan Times, (Lahore) February 10-15, 1969.
Pakistan Observer, Dhaka, January 4, 1971.
The Pakistan Times, (Lahore) January 29, 1971.
<£3" The Dawn. February 16, 1971

Noo. The Dawn, Karachi, March 23, 1971
White Paper on the crisis of East Pakistan Islamabad: Government of

Pakistan Press, August, 1971, PP 19-26.
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'‘Nsjkiyrn “The constitution of Bangladesh is an interesting

document since it isan attempt to facilitate political development in Bangladesh
according to the Indianmodel. The constitution incorporates a number ofprovisions it an

eye to ensure the stability of the system.”
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“Power which was means to an end with the nationalist elite before

independence. The elite rejected parliamentary democracy and turned to an alternative

model which promised it to a longer stay in power’”?,
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“Following Zia, Ershad did the same job. Like many other dictators in the
world he did not allow anybody who could succeed him. He held the Office of the
president while his wife was the first lady. He was the chairman of Jatiya Party;

head of the state and government and chief of the armed forces the bastion of

power
|
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“On November 1990, the three alliances issued a joint statement, the declaration
stated that Ershad would be forced to appoint (under article 51 of the constitution)
a new vice president acceptable to the three alliances and that Ershad himself
must resign and hand over power to the vice president could act as the acting
president. The acting president would then form a neutral government to hold free

and fair election
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“Ershad thus had no alternative but to hand over power to the chiefjustice of the
Supreme court, Justice Sahabuddin Ahmed (a consensus candidate of all political
parties) on December 6, 1990, Justice Ahmed was given a mandat by all
opposition parties to hold free and fair elections of the Jatiyo Sangsad, within 3
months of his assuming office. Thus the civil society prevailed over the armed

sector of the state.”
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constitutional amendment bill was the culmination of protracted and painstaking

movement for restoration of democracy.”
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