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Unless people trust their political opponents they rather become
unwilling to hand over governmental power to their opponents and
allow rotation of power among competing elites only if the stake’ of
such competition and rotation of power is not too high. One
characteristic that would limit the ‘stake’ of such a rotation would be a
belief in the fundamental trustworthiness of those involved in politics
and the feeling that they belong to the ‘same community’ (Verba,
1972). When political culture is imbued, in a multi-party system, “with
a fundamental belief that is possible to trust and work cordially with
fellow political actors it is natural that the basic democratic norms of
negotiation, compromise and peaceably coming to terms will be duly
respected, shielding thus the democratic system from disorder and
violent change.” Unfortunately, this interpersonal trust and confidence
is glaringly lacking in the social life of today’'s Bangladesh. This
absence of mutual trust is well reflected through Bengalis’ over-
emphasis on written rules and procedures. However, lots of examples
can be cited to show that persons in power have often managed the
misuse or evasion of those written rules for their survival in office.
Whereas Western democracy depends for its smooth working not on
the literal interpretation of the written rules only but also on the
established norms and conventions resulting from interpersonal trust
in the society. Absence of this situation has made the practice of

democracy in Bangladesh falter in confusion.”
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