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PREFACE

C orruption has bccom e a hot subject in developing countries. C orruption is a 

big obstacle in the w ay o f  good governance in Bangladesh. It prom otes the interests 

o f  a few  over m any. R am pant corruption slows dow n the investm ent and growth. It 

prevents a fair d istribution o f  national w ealth  and broadens the gap betw een rich 

and poor. W hat is m ost dangerous is that it is m ainly responsible for the breakdow n 

o f  law and order in the country.

T ransparency  International B angladesh (TIB) has been identified as an 

institution for creating  aw areness against corruption throughout the country. At 

present TIB  is very significant for its activities.

This d issertation is a part o f  the requirem ents for the degree o f  M aster o f  

Philosophy and it a ttem pts to analyze the role o f  TIB in prom oting dem ocracy  and 

sustainable developm ent in Bangladesh,

The study is divided into six chapters. Chapter - one gives a b rie f  overview  

o f  the TIB 's conceptual fram ew ork, scope o f  the study. C hapter - tw o presents 

objectives o f  the study, m ethodology, chapter schem e and lim itations o f  the study. 

C hapter-three brings out the historical background o f  the TIB 's activities.
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Chapter - four concentrates on  the concept o f  dem ocracy  and sustainable 

developm ent. C hapter - five deals with the em pirical findings from  the study area. 

C hapter - six is the concluding  one and presents a b r ie f  sum m ary o f  the findings 

and recom m endations.

The study exam ines the functions o f  TIB in B angladesh to focus its role for 

creating aw^areness against corruption. TIB is the first and loudest voice to 

challenge corruption in national developm ent and to dem and action from 

governm ent.

'I’here are tw o m ajor priorities for all citizens and institutions com m itted  to 

building the rule o f  law: prom oting an effective dem ocracy  and enabling citizen 

participation in the contro l o f  public officials.

The au thor fert'en tly  hopes that identification o f  TIB 's activities, problem s 

and the suggestions m ade herein will help bring about a sign ificant im provem ent in 

Bangladesh, o ther researches, political persons and concerned citizens as a whole.
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CHAPTER -  ONE

AN OVERVIEW OF TIB’S ACTIVITIES
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Introduction :

Transparency International B angladesh (TIB) started its activ ities as a trust in 1996, 

and in 1998 the G overnm ent o f  B angladesh approved its reg istra tion  as a non

governm ental organization. W e generally find in our country  that corruption has 

becom e one o f  the m ost visible and articulated social issues. T oday  all the sections 

o f  the society' arc concerned  about the issue and m ovem ents, agitations and legal 

reform s are being m ade against corruption. But the rate o f  im provem ent is not 

noticcable. T he colonial pattern o f  adm inistration, characterized  by elitist and 

alienated nature, is prevalent till today. A dm inistrative officials w orking  at different 

levels are m ainly  bureaucratic in orientation and alienated from  the  people. The 

most serious obstacles in the w ay o f  developm ent o f  corruption rem ain  the colonial 

adm inistration pattern.

T lB ’s v ision  is that o f  prosperous B angladesh w ith equitab le d istribution o f  

w ealth. T IB ’s m ission is to curb corruption and im prove governance in the public, 

private and non-governm ent sectors through greater accountability , transparency 

and public participation  in order to prom oting dem ocracy and ensuring  sustainable 

developm ent in Bangladesh.

C orruption  is w idespread  in Bangladesh, tak ing  m any form s and having a 

m ajor im pact on all aspects o f  social and econom ic life. TIB  conducts a corruption 

perception survey in every  year, identifying the m ost com m on types o f  corruption 

in Bangladesh. This survey is resonated w ith the public, the press, and donors and 

is still frequently  quoted.
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Thus the study o f 'I 'lB ’s activities is very im portant. H ence this study has 

been undertaken. It will exam ine the role o f  TIB  in B angladesh to focus its role on 

the estab lishm ent, m anagem ent and stability o f  dem ocracy. I'his study will 

investigate on the legal provisions, com position, activ ities o f  the TIB and its 

interaction w ith  people, o ther levels o f  governm ent agencies including N G O s.

TIB has been identified as an organization for corruption  free aw'areness 

m ovem ent th roughout the country.

The recent trend o f  T IB ’s activities adds m ore im portance to the existing 

adm inistrative system . It is perhaps the m ost recent political realization and 

adm inistrative developm ent in all countries that the strengthening  o f  dem ocracy is 

not necessary only  for execution o f  governm ental po licy  but also for involving 

people o f  all spheres o f  society in the form ulation o f  the developm ent policies as 

well as in the execution. B angladesh is no exception to this.
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T ransparency  International B angladesh is one o f  the chapters o f  

T ransparency  International (TI), w hich com prises the TI international organs and 

the national chapters.

Pow er needs to be properly used; otherw ise it m ust produce destructive 

consequence. P ow er is neither bliss nor a curse; rather it depends on its use. Use 

and application o f  pow er are considered to be very im portant. C orruption is alw'ays 

a negative approach  o f  life. M isuse o f  pow er tends to be corrupt no doubt. Pow er 

deserves appropriate  use w hich w ill beget certain constructive result. So corruption 

and use o f  pow er go side by side.

T I 's  m ission statem ent says:

“C om ip tion  is one o f  the greatest challenges o f  the contem porary  world. It 

undem iines good governance, fundam entally  distorts public policy , leads to the 

m isallocation  o f  resources, harm s the private sector and private sector developm ent 

and particu larly  hurts the poor. Controlling it is only possib le w ith the co-operation 

o f  a w ide range o f  stakeholders in the integrity system , including m ost im ponantly  

the stale, civil society’ and the private sector. TI recognizes the shared responsibility' 

o f  actors in all regions for corruption and its em phasis is on prevention  and on 

reform ing system , not on  exposing individual cases; TI considers that the 

m ovem ent against corrup tion  is global and transcends social, political, econom ic

Transparency International
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and cultural system . I I  is politically  nonparties and TI recognizes that there are 

strong practical as ethical reasons for contain ing corruption. (M A K IN G  W A V ES / 

prepared by T ransparency  International Bangladesh/1996).

TI structure reflects a dual approach to tw o distinct but overlapping  areas o f 

corruption, international corruption and corruption at the national level -  w ith TI 

itse lf addressing  the international d im ension and the national chapters both 

com plem enting  this effort and form ulating their ow n, specitlc  national agenda in 

w ays w hich reflect the core values and approaches o f  TI. N ational chapters will 

develop accord ing  to the needs o f  their respective societies.
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Transparency  International B angladesh (TIB ) has undertaken various 

activities to bring about greater aw areness am ongst the general public  o f  the nature 

and spread o f  corrup tion  in B angladesh. TIB conducted a corrup tion  perception 

sur\'ey  in 1997, identify ing the m ost com m on ty'pes o f  corruption  in Bangladesh. 

r iB  believes that m iss-governance in B angladesh can be reduced  through the 

concerted citizen efforts and finally we w ould be able to p rom oting  dem ocracy  and 

sustainable developm ent. TIB, therefore, has decided to undertake an exercise in 

strategic p lanning  in o rder to identify a range o f  m echanism ; the process has gone 

through the fo llow ing stages:

• A nalysis o f  detailed  historical and statistical inform ation on the nature and 

ex ten t o f  corruption in Bangladesh.

• W ith m ore and m ore aw areness regarding citizen rights.

• U nderstanding o f  public  reaction to published inform ation on bad 

governance, particularly  corruption in the service-delivery  sectors ;

•  D ocum entation  o f  public  interactions betw een TIB and the Civil Society.

• D etailed  opin ion  o f  individuals on the range o f  ac tiv ities that TIB  could 

initiate as part o f  its long-term  strategy.

•  U ndertaken a study in needs A ssessm ent by way o f  focus-group discussions.

Transparency International Bangladesh
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• TIB u ltim ately  aim s to have a netw-ork o f  local level “ C om m ittees of' 

C oncerned C itizens” (CCC s), local level w atchdog group addressing  the lack 

o f  transparency  in public services such as education  and health  care.

•  R egional A dvice and Inform ation C enters (A IC s) w ill rcceive and m anage 

inform ation gathered  by CCCs and serve as a resource for a w ide range o f  

concerned  citizens groups and individuals.

•  A dvocacy and cam paigning by TIB.

• R esearch by TIB. (M A K IN G  W A V ES/prepared by Transparency 

In ternational B angladesh/1996).

W ith the overall goal o f  prom oting dem ocracy and sustainable developm ent 

in B angladesh at all levels, through greater transparency in public, non profit and 

private sector transactions, and leading to sustainable poverty  reduction, TIB aim s 

to draw  support from , and link anti-corruption strategies to  constituencies o f  people 

who are m ost directly  d isadvantaged by the types o f  corruption  that lead to poor 

public serv'ice (W om en, the rural poor, m inority groups, the elderly)

The cam paign ing  strategy is to raise aw areness am ong the electorate o f  the 

need to dem and accountably  o f  politicians, and through them  the bureaucrats they 

are supposed to control, to  bring  about sign ificant system ic changes. 

C orrespondingly  its research  strategy will aim  to explore the rela tionship  betw een 

prevailing  social structures w hich enable corrupt practices and constrain  those w ho 

w ould w ant to refrain  from  them.
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TIB aim s at bu ild ing  national, regional and global coalitions, em bracing the 

state, civil societ>' and the private sector, in order to fight dom estic  corruption, 

coord inating  and supporting  international chapters to im plem ent its m ission, 

assisting in the design and the im plem entation o f  effective in tegrity  system s; and 

collecting, analyzing  and d issem inating inform ation and raising public aw areness 

on the dam aging  im pact o f  corruption on hum an, political and econom ic 

developm ent.
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The five major activities of TIB :

• E stablishing a num ber o f  com m iltecs o f  conccm ed  citizens (CCC s) in 

selected  areas in phases, to act as core units o f  the project.

• Supporting the C C C s through advice and in fonnation  centers (A IC s), which 

w ould act as resource to their activities.

• P rov id ing  support Ibr advocacy and cam paign activ ities through 

docum entation.

• U ndertak ing  research.

•  D eveloping TIB as the primar>' organization w'hich will support m ovem ent 

to  reduce corruption  in the areas w here TIB will operate and influence others 

to act positively  against corruption through creation o f  an enabling 

environm ent (M A K IN G  W A V ES /  prepared by TIB /1996).

The focus o f  TIB activ ities will be on advocacy and the form ation and 

functioning  o f  the CCCs. The m ain objective is to ensure accountability , 

transparency  and efficien t functioning o f  public  and private bodies and to 

create an environm ent in w hich anti-corruption activ ities can be enhanced 

and m ade socially  acceptable to all.
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CHAPTER -  TWO

RATIONALE FOR THE STUDY AND 
METHODOLOGY
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2.1: Rationale for the Study:

I'ransparency International B angladesh is one o f  Ihe im portant organizations 

that constitu te im proved dem ocracy and sustainable developm ent. TIB  w orks to 

create consciousness about corruption and develop a social m ovem ent for its 

alleviation. It can be attained tlirough participation o f  all people in various 

activities. TIB is conscious o f  the level, depth and system ic view s, nature o f  the 

problem  o f  corruption  in Bangladesh. T lB ’s activ ities have been significantly  

changed to enable  p eo p le 's  representation to play an effective role in the 

developm ent effort. TIB  also conceives that there is and badly need for action to 

curb the im pact and influence o f  corruption on private and public life.

The TIB organization  nationally  cam e into being to challenge the condition 

o f  unbrid led  corruption  in the global procurem ent picture o f  various g lobally  called 

developm ent agencies and their suppliers, the m ultination  com panies, w hich  w ould 

w ork as a w atchdog and establish  public opinion against corruption  in m ultilateral 

financial transactions.

TIB  has b rought out a lot o f  activities. That is w hy TIB is now  considered as 

the m ain o rgan ization  in the countr\' challenging corruption  tlirough aw areness 

rising. Its activ ities have created  other dem ands w hich are necessary  for prom oting 

dem ocracy and sustainable developm ent.
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In 1997 TIB started the first survey on corruption in B angladesh, which 

crcated a lot o f  Interests and in 1998-2007 carried out a probe on corruption as 

people. T hese activ ities are not only pow erful consciousness-build ing  instrum ent 

but also supplied useful insights into the public perception o f  corruption  and the 

public tendency  tow ards challenging it.

These studies proved that, corruption can be brought under control if  only 

there is ‘‘political w ill” ; and that there arc m any citizens w ho are w illing  neither to 

take nor to give bribes. The study also revealed that, despite a bad environm ent lor 

the alleviation o f  corruption  people have a desire to eradicate it. G eneral people do 

not start action against corruption because o f  high risks involved in doing so. The 

risks are m anifold , som atic, psychological, political, social and financial and apply 

to all social political and personal levels.

M ost the people o f  B angladesh conceive that there is a crying need for social 

m ovem ent against corruption  for prom oting dem ocracy  and sustainable 

developm ent. TIB has started social m ovem ent against corruption, tha t’s w hy the 

study is appropriate  and justified .

TIB  is com m itted  to  starting a process o f  participation, w hich w'ill help the 

activities o f  the organization. It conceives that by doing so the im portance ol' the 

original “ task in m ind” will be best w ay o f  protection. TIB also tried to process 

developm ent as a m atter o f  best m anagem ent practice.
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The jo in t effort o f  CC Cs, A ICs, research and advocacy has started a greater 

social m ovem ent. I 'h a t’s w hy the objectives o f  the study arc relevant.

T he m ain aim s and objectives o f  this research are -  

o  To trace the background and establishm ent o f  TIB. 

o  To exam ine the m ain objectives and vision o f  TIB.

o  To identify  the role o f  TIB in prom oting dem ocracy  and ensuring 

sustainable developm ent in Bangladesh.

o  To focus on the challenges faced by 11B to operate its activities.

o  To find out the options to face the challenges by TIB.
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2.2: Methodology of the study :

This study is exploratory  in nature. It is based on  both prim ary and 

secondary' data. W here prim ary data could not be obtained, secondary data had 

been studied w ith  care to  develop possible explanation. Primary' data w ere collected 

on the basis o f  field surv'cy from  D haka city. The considerations behind the 

selection o f  the above study area w ere :

1) Bet te r aw areness about anti corruption aw areness program m ers o f  the people 

o f  D haka City.

2) R esearcher is fam iliar w ith the area and so the co llection  o f  prim ary data 

becam e easier, m ore reliable and less expensive.

The selection  o f  the city  w as purposive. I 'hcre  are 80 w ords in D haka City. 

Since the study is exploratory  in nature, a sm all sam ple size w as considered 

appropriate for the purpose. The sam ple included TIB officials, students, teachers 

and c ity ’s people. The researcher selected 30 people from  D haka city on the basis 

o f  non-probability  convenience sam pling m ethod. The study is thus based on the 

inform ation co llected  from  30 city  people.
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The num ber o f  TIB officials w ere know n to rcsearcher but exact m em ber o f  

students, teachers w ere unknow n lo the researcher. The researcher selected 10 

students, 05 tcachers and 05 TIB officials. Selected sam ple sizes in the study arc 

show n in Table 2.1. T hough sam ple is not fully representative in view  o f  the nature 

o f  the study, their view s on different aspects w ould be fairly representative.

T a b l e -2.1

Sample size in the study area

Occupation No of People Percentage

City People 30 60

Students 10 20

Teachers 05 10

TIB O fficials 05 10

Total 50 100

Source: Field Sur\'ey.
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The question ing  technique was used to collect p rim ary data. Respondents 

were questioned in person  to obtain  their view s in the furtherance o f  the study. One 

set o f  structured non-d isguised  questionnaire w as used to obtain  factual inform ation 

and opinion (A ppendix). M ultiple-choice types o f  questions w ere also used to 

obtain unbiased  responses. The specific points, side com m ents and explanations o f  

the respondents helped  the researcher to obtain ideas and view s corroborating each 

other and in the exegesis o f  the final results. In order to  avoid m isunderstandings, 

the respondents w ere assured that the inform ation provided by them  w ould be kept 

confidential. The respondents were also given necessar}- explication during the 

course o f  in terv iew  and w ere encouraged to answ er accurately  to increase the 

validity' o f  the inform ation. The researcher took every care to  reduce the source o f  

biased inform ation. M ajor sources o f  no-sam pling error w'ere lessened by m eans o f  

executing field w’ork  personally  w ith m axim um  care.
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N ature o f  sam ple is show n in Table 2.2. One can easily  guess about the 

sam ple o f  the study area. It is found from the table that m ost o f  the respondents 

w ere above 35 years o f  age in the study area. A bout 73.33%  city  people, 10% 

students, cent perccnt T lli officials were educated  above secondary' level. M ajority 

o f  the city people have been living in the area from  date o f  birth. O n the o ther hand, 

cent percent TIB  officials and 60%  students have been living up to 3 years.

Table -2,2

Nature o f  sample o f the respondents in the study area

V ariables Classes Types o f Respondents

City people Tcachers TIB officials

Age 20-32 Yr 16.67% 10.00% 100.00%
33-35 Yr 10.00% 40.00% -

Above 35 Yr 73.33% 50.00% -

Education Illiterate - - -

Up to primary 10.00% 40.00% -

Up to Secondary 16.67% 50.00% -

Above Secondary 73.33% 10.00% 100,00%
How long From date o f birth 83.33% - -

have you 0-3 yr. 10.00% 100.00% 100.00%
been 4-7 yr. 3.00% . .

living in 
the area

Above 8 yr. 3.67% - -

Source : F ield  Survey
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2. 3 : Chapter Scheme :

This thesis is div ided into seven chapters. C hapter-one gives a b rie f 

overview  o f  the TIB  activities. C hapter-Tw o presents ob jectives o f  the study and 

m ethodology. C hapter Three brings out the background o f  the TIB 's activists. 

C hap ter-I'our presents the concepts o f  dem ocracy, corruption  and sustainable 

developm ent. C hapter Five concentrates on the em pirical findings from the study 

area. C hapter-S ix  presents the problem s o f  the study area w ith TlB’s activities. 

C hapter-Seven is the concluding one and presents a b rie f  sum m ary o f  the findings 

and recom m endations.
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2. 4 : L im ita t io n s  o f  th e  study  :

Every research project has som e lim itations and one has to  consider the 

lim itations o f  the  investigation. So, evaluation o f  the study becom es periect subject 

to consideration o f  all the hm itations.

It is usually  very difficult to collect data from various people. Besides, lack 

o f  peoples spontaneity  to give any official inform ation caused  great d ifficulties in 

data collection. H ow ever, appropriate steps w ere taken to overcom e these 

obstacles.
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CHAPTER -  THREE

THE BACKGROUND OF TIB'S ACTIVITIES
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Introduction :

T IB ’s v ision  is a prosperous B angladesh w here governm ent. poHtics, 

business, civil society, education system  and lives o f  the general people w ould  be 

free from  corruption. TIB  started its activities in 1996, and in 1998 the (iovernm ent 

o f  B angladesh approved its registration.

TIB is com m itted  to values o f  dem ocracy, ju stice , rule o f  law , transparency, 

accountability , integrity  and im partiality. TIB 's m ission is to strengthen a 

participatory  social m ovem ent to prom ote dem ocracy and sustainable developm ent.

I 'lB ’s research efforts, activities, reports, cam paign and advocacy initiatives 

are geared to po licy  and institutional reform s for curbing o f  corruption, and thereby 

reducing poverty' and prom oting sustainable developm ent in Bangladesh,

TIB is an o rganization  that determ ined to struggle against corruption w ithout 

any hesitation, fear or favor. Its program m es and activ ities are d istinctly  against 

corruption.
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COMMITTEES OF CONCERNED CITIZENS (CCCs)

Strong key pillars o f  the TIB 's w ork are the CC Cs w hich are local (D istrict, 

upzilla) level organized  w atchdog groups against corruption. The C C C s are form ed 

o f  dedicated , com m itted  persons; they are h ighly credible and acceptab le in the 

local level. W hen the com m ittees are com posed they draw  up their ow n program m e 

priorities and yearly  plan o f  w orks and TIB ensures the technical and fm ancial 

support in im plem enting the program m es.

B esides, d ifferen t anti-corruption aw areness activ ities, CC Cs are usually 

kept im portance on public  on public service dehver>' institu tions like education, 

health, police, local governm ent, land adm inistration etc. In total 36 CC Cs have 

been w orking  in various parts o f  Bangladesh. CC Cs are im plem enting various 

activities in tw o categories;

(i) A w areness and participation program m es.

(ii) Public service delivery institutions like health and education.
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Y O U T H  E N G A G E M E N T  A N D S U P P O R T  (Y E S) G R O U P :

Y outh volunteers and cultural groups com binedly  constitu te the Y O U TH  

E N G A G E M E N 'I' A N D  SU PPO R T  (YES) groups. YHS groups w ork here on fully 

voluntar>' basis w ith technical and program m atic support o f  TIB. YES groups arc 

w orking for aw areness, m otivation and participation in various anti corruption 

activities. So, Y ES groups are another key actor in anti-corruption  advocacy 

activities o f  TIB.

A D V IC E  A N D  IN F O R M A T IO N  D E SK S (A I-D E SK S):

TIB established the A dvice and Inform ation D esks (A l-D esks) in all 36 

CCCs to provide inform ation and m ake aw are the local (D istric t/U pzilla) people 

about their rights, duties.
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RESEARCH:

TIB conducts various types o f  research for aw areness building. The 

categories o f  research  are:

(I) D iagnostic study for corruption in a particular sector or institution and 

recom m endations for reform  and institutional change.

(ii) M onito ring  o f  N ational Integrity' System  for Cjood G overnance.

(iii) R eport Card on  education, health, local governm ent and land 

adm in istra tion  to reduce corruption.

(iv) C orruption  D ata base on the basis o f  yearly  report prepared periodically  

and reported  for public inform ation.

(v) H ousehold  surveys on corruption in B angladesh for factual inform ation 

provided by households.

(vi) Fellow sh ips for qualified  and selected researcher, short term .

(vii) Short term  Internship  opportunity  to post-graduate students.

(viii) R esource centre is a specialized librarv' having  co llection  o f  various books, 

reports, jo u rn a ls  etc.
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ADVOCACY:

The m ain view  o f  T IB ’s advocacy program m es is lo  increase citizen's 

participation in an ti-corruplion  m ovem ent nationally , locally and above all 

internationally.

Advocacy program m es of TIB include:

(i) R esearch/survcy/report card findings according to T IB ’s corruption data 

base or o ther sources.

(ii) P resenting research findings in creating public aw areness, and lobbying 

w ith the concerned  authority  for policy m aking / reform  and institutional 

change.

(iii) R elationship  w'ith o ther organizations / institutions and building and 

w orking w ith  local bodies (CCCs)

(iv) B uild ing coalitions with like oriented organizations / institutions.

(v) N ew s, reports, inform ation, ideas dissem ination countr>' wide.
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N ew  p r o g r a m m e s  o f  T I B ’s:

A lew  new  program m es have been introduced in 2007 for creating 

aw areness. Such as -

(I) Investigative Journalism  A w ard for best investigative reports on corruption.

(ii) Publication o f  N ew sletter and E -B ulletin  both in B angla and English for 

spreading reports on corruption.

(iii) M edia cam paign  for anti-corruption m ovem ent like T elev ision  and N ew spaper 

advertisem ent. These advertisem ents put out spreading and carr\'ing  m essage 

against corruption. B esides these, TIB is w orking w ith television channels, 

phone in, talk  show s, concerts, anti-corruption cartoon  etc.

(iv) Friends o f  TIB  in a particular area o f  B angladesh. Friends o f  TIB  include 

Journalists, N G O  w orkers, businessm en, students, relig ious leaders etc. 

F riends o f  ITB undertake various aw areness program m es on corruption.

(v) People's theatre at the local level to create aw areness against corruption.

(vi) M em bersh ip  for com m itted, dedicated and experienced  individuals to 

strengthen  the an ti-corruption  m ovem ent.

A bove these are the cffectivc advocacy tools o f  TIB w hich  are used at the 

local and national level to build aw areness against corruption.
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THE CONCEPT OF 
DEMOCRACY, CORRUPTION AND 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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4.1 : Concept of Democracy :

D em ocracy is the best institution in the field o f  poh tica l civili/.ation in the 

world. D em ocracy  is one kind o f  forum  w hich  helps people understand their own 

rights and position  to build his or her nation as well as his or her ow'n career 

suitable for the nation.

In dem ocracy, people are the ultim ate judge. They alone have the night to 

decide w^hat is constructive or destructive for them  as well as for the countr>'.

As a concept ‘D em ocracy’ is pervasive in m odern value system  but elusive 

in definition. In general, dem ocracy is defined as a political system  w hich m eets 

three essential conditions -

(i) M eaningful and extensive com petition  am ong individuals and 

organized groups, either directly or indirectly, for the m ajor positions 

o f  governm ental pow er ;

(ii) A highly inclusive level o f  political participation  in the selection o f  

leaders and policies at least through regular and fair elections ;

(iii) A level o f  civil and political liberties sufficient to  ensure the integrity 

o f  political com petition  and participation.
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Thus, dem ocracy involves the follow ing aspccts to be cared o f -

• T ransparency

•  Accountability '

•  Popular consent

• M ajority' rule

•  Periodic election

• A w idespread habit o f  endurance and com prom ise am ong m em bers o f 

com m unity;

•  Rule o f  law and constitutionalism

• Freedom  o f  speech, publication and association.

D em ocratic  environm ent is very m uch essential to estab lish  dem ocracy  as an 

institution. I f  w e look at the developed countries wc w'ould find them  engaged in 

sound practice o f  dem ocracy.

Since the independence o f  the country, the people o f  B angladesh have been 

longing for the dem ocratic  environm ent in order to enjoy their political and 

individual privileges. T hough from  the beginning w c  had m uch expectation about 

dem ocracy, it w as foiled for various reasons; corruption is one o f  them.
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A m ong num erous problem s, the m ost im portant and w orrisom e problem s 

may be identified as under -

a. A bsence o f  a dem ocratic political culture;

b. A bscnce o f  rule o f  law;

c. Lack o f  political m orality;

d. A bsence o f  strong civil society';

e. A bsence o f  strong political leadership;

f. C onfrontational politics;

g. h ieffective political institutions;

h. C orruption and terrorism ;

i. N egativ ity  / D ouble standard:

j. Lack o f  clarity  and reciprocit}';

k. Lack o f  transparency and accountability.

In fine, effort should be continued to m ake our people politically  aw are and 

habituated w ith  dem ocratic  norm s, values and practices. For this, the m edia, civil 

society ad socio-political organizations and institutions m ust play the pioneering 

role, TIB is one o f  vital organization. It is also playing p ioneering role.
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4.2 : The Concept of Corruption :

C orruption  is a vast and com plcx m atter. It is d ifficult to define corruption.

Indian socio logist R am anath Sharm a says that in corruption , a person 

usefully  neglect his specified duty in order to have an underadvantage.

B eyond the reach  o f  m em ory the existence o f  corruption w as in the society. 

A corrupt person takes illegal advantages by neglecting dut>' and m isusing power, 

b riber)’, nepotism , avarice for wealth. A corrupt person can do ever>1hing for his 

ow n s e lf  The social o r state value is nothing to  him. N ow  it is endem ic and can be 

found in alm ost all countries o f  the w orld irrespective o f  level o f  developm ent, 

political system  in operation  and cultural content. C orruption is injurious and 

destructive o f  public  interest. M oralists says that corruption  is an im m oral and 

unethical phenom enon that contains set o f  m oral aberrations from  standards o f  

society, causing  loss o f  respect for confidence in duly constitu ted  authority.
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4.3 : T h e  C o n c e p t  o f  S u sta in ab le  D ev e lo p m en t :

The defin ition  o f  sustainable developm ent varies but it usually  talks o f  

im proving p eo p le 's  m aterial w ell-being through utilizing the ea rth 's  resources at a 

rate that can be sustained indefinitely or at least over several decades by using o f  

natu re’s ‘in te rest' rather than depleting the capital.

Sustainable developm ent requires m eeting the basic needs o f  all and 

extending to  all the opportunities to fulfill their aspirations for a better future. It 

essentially  requires notab le a new earth o f  econom ic grow th for nations in which 

the m ajority  are poor, in w hich there is an assurance that those poor get this fair 

share o f  the resources required to sustain that grov\lh. Such equity  w ould  be aided 

by political system  that secures effective citizen participation  in decision m aking 

and by greater dem ocracy in international decision m aking.

T herefore, in the 1980s, developm ent w as seen to be a m ulti-dim ensional 

concept exposing  im provem ents in the social as well as m aterial w ell-being  o f  all in 

a society, h  w as also realized that developm ent needed to be sustainable. In other 

words, it m ust involve not only econom ic and social priorities and activities, but 

also those related  to population, use o f  natural resources and their resulting  impact 

on the environm ent. These concepts were in fact the outcom e o f  the follow ing 

concerns w hich w ere raised as a result o f  past developm ent efforts:
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•  There is only one earth  that sustains hum an life. The on-going  process o f

increasing explo ita tion  o f  natural resources using energy  intensive

technologies and the accum ulation o f  pollu tants and toxic substances 

generated  by that process have been causing dam age to both the present and 

future potential o f  the p lanet’s natural resource base and life supporting 

system .

• A  m inority  o f  the w o rld 's  population i.e., m ost o f  the people living in west

consum e far too m uch o f  the p lane t’s resources. W hile the m ajority

consum e little and live m iserably.

T herefore, sustainable developm ent encapsulates the realization that to 

achieve the goals o l'd eve lopm en t or environm ental conservation , the w elfare needs 

o f  the poorest g roups in the society m ust be addressed.

The concept o f  sustainable developm ent encom passes:

a. Help for the veiy  poor because they are left w ith no option o ther than to 

destroy  their environm ent.

b. The idea o f  self-reliant developm ent w ithin natural resource contains.

c. The idea o f  cost effective developm ent using d iffering econom ic criteria 

to the trad itional approach.

d. The great issues o f  health control, appropriate  technologies, local self- 

reliance, clean w ater and shelter for all.

e. The notion that people-centered initiatives are needed; hum an beings, in 

o ther w ords, are the resources in the concept.
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Sustainability  is a dynam ic concept w hich considers the expanded needs o f  a 

grow ing global population. It encom passes a double function - the direction in 

w hich to m ove and a set o f  criteria to evaluate m ore specific actions. Sim ultaneous 

to five dim ensions o f  sustainable developm ent:

(i) Social sustainabilit>-;

(ii) E conom ic sustainability;

(iii) E cological sustainability;

(iv) G eographical sustainabilit>”

(v) C ultural sustainabilit>'.

In the contex t o f  developing countries like B angladesh, the pursuit o f  

sustainable developm ent calls for a developm ent strategy w hich accelerates growth 

and at the sam e lim e equitably  distributes the benefits tow ards alleviation o f 

poverty. But it m ust be recognized that such initiatives derive from the political 

com pulsions o f  governm ents and depend on the perspectives and quality  o f 

governance in m ost o f  those countries, consequently  a strong  political com m itm ent 

is needed i f  susta inable  developm ent is to be prom oted and as a corollary’ the 

dem ocratic  system  should  be conducive for this process, H ow ever, for the policies 

to succeed it m ust have a w ide socio-cultural acceptance by the people w hich 

requires prom otion  o f  such appropriate environm ent trough aw’areness building 

encom passing all aspects o f  life, so that people accept the susta inable  developm ent 

policies, support them  and actively  participate. T ransparency  International 

B angladesh is starting  the sustainable developm ent m ovem ent.
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4.4 : C o rru p t io n ,  D em o cra cy  and S u sta in a b le  D ev e lo p m e n t  :

In develop ing  and less developed countries like B angladesh, corruption in 

public life, civil adm inistration, business and industr\', education health etc. has 

becom e an intense and extensive problem . W orld Bank S trategy Paper for the 

m eeting o f  the developm ent partners o f  B angladesh in Paris in 2000, stated that if  

corruption could be controlled  the G D P grow th rate o f  countr>'’s econom y could 

increase by 2 .9%  and per capita incom e o f  US$ 365 doubled.

C orruption is not only a stum bling block to the achievem ent o f  econom ic 

developm ent and w ay o f  realization o f  true dem ocracy, corruption  in Bangladesh 

and other societies has various political, adm inistrative and com m ercial 

dim ensions. C orruption at the political level is often the resu lt o f  com pulsions o f  

political leaders and parties to m obilize support for their respective organizations.

In all situations, even in health ier ones political leaders and parties need 

m oney for parties and political and election cam paigns. In countries like 

B angladesh, their need for enorm ous funds increased m anifold  on account o f  

m onetization and crim inalization  o f  politics in recent dccades. E lection cam paigns 

in the countr>- have becom e enorm ously  expensive for w hich m uch m ore m oney is 

needed to contest and w in elections at various levels. All these in the absence o f  

legal w ays o f  m obilizing such m assive resources lead to coiTuption by m any o f 

those involved in politics w'ithin o r w ithout powder.
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Political parties are the engines o f  dem ocracy. W ithout dem ocratic, 

transparent and accountable political parties, fair and m eaningful elections arc not 

possible and dem ocracy and sustainable developm ent cannot becom e effective.

C orruption is a w idespread phenom enon in today’s public life, hi the past 37 

years w e have v irtually  institutionalized corruption as an inseparable part o f  our 

life, i’he dem ocracy  o f  B angladesh has m any feathers in her cap. O ur progress in 

all fields o f  social, national and international context has been lauded by our elite 

thinkers as w ell as by the international com m unit\'.

In every  socio-econom ic field o f  B angladesh corruption has broken out as an 

epidem ic. These social d iseases are gradually  destroying  the notion o f  our 

developm ent. In everyw here the existence o f  corruption m akes us understand that 

at present in our society  corruption has been institutionalized. The phenom enon o f 

corruption is ram pant not only in governm ent offices but even in politics. M any 

people bccam e M Ps and m inisters in order to m ake a fortune and not to serve the 

people. Politics is the m ost lucrative business these days w here m oney pow er and 

m uscle pow er are the best investm ents and leadership can be passed to the 

succecding generations o f  the tam ily, politics for m any is a short-cut w ay to 

fabulous w'calth. The practice o f  corruption becom es w idespread during the 

form ation o f  a governm ent if  there is no clean m ajority  for the party. H onest civil 

servants cannot survive under corrupt m inisters.
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Freedom  gives pow er to individual w ho leaves no stone unturned  in order to 

get rich quick ly  and im m orally. The politician, the bureaucrat, the governm ent 

em ployee, the private sector businessm en, w ho arc the vital units o f  the national 

fam ily, have contribu ted  in the spread o f  the coiTuption m enace. C orruption is now 

prevalent at all the levels o f  industry, business and adm in istra tion  and is an 

essential part o f  the national econom ic fabric. A ccording to an estim ate, if  the funds 

earned due to corruption  could be circulatcd  in the national econom y, B angladesh 

w ould not have to  look for a foreign aid for m any years to com e. O ur grow th would 

be trem endous in all the spheres and we w ould be "independent econom ic entity" 

w ithin a short tim e. The black m arket econom y, corrupt bureaucrat and industrial 

practices and d ishonesty  in adm inistration have led to the generation o f  a parallel 

econom y w hose m agnitude is m uch larger than  the national budgets.

C orruption and dem ocracy  can not co-exist. The continued corruption  m ay 

fuel perpetual d isconten t and resentm ent am ong citizens. I f  corruption is 

uncontrolled, it spreads in other institutions and sectors including public 

adm inistration  and business. Though corrupt persons are throw n out o f  office in a 

dem ocracy, the situation changes drastically  if  the cu lture o f  corruption is 

w idespread in it. Then the possibility  rem ains that the incum bent corrupt leader is 

to be replaced by ano ther w ho is equally corrupt. E lection is the m ain ingredient o f  

dem ocracy. I f  the society is corrupt, it is im possible to establish  dem ocracy  and
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sustainable developm ent w hen the officials o f  the governm ent are corrupt it is 

difficult I'or the governm ent to institutionalize dem ocracy.

C orruption has been continued to be ram pant in B angladesh involving 

politicians, civil servants and businessm en. Pay o ff  benefits from  corrupt practices 

include m oney, jobs, luxur>- gifts, building supplies, overseas travel and the 

paym ent o f  foreign tu ition  bills, foreign m edical bills, overseas hotel and personal 

liabilities. That's w hy, in the present situation o f  B angladesh dem ocracy and 

corruption, these tw o w ords are highly pronounced. In a developing and poor 

countrv' like B angladesh the effects o f  corruption in politics is ver>' divesting. 

C orrupt po liticians m isuses state pow er, uses pow er for their ow n se lf  and part>-. 

They take m any illegal opportunities, when the politicians o f  a country are 

con*upted then the developing w orks o f  the countr>' becom e stagnant. I'o reign  help 

w hich is the m ain source o f  developm ent go to the pock o f  corrupted politicians 

and their relatives. In this situation the w ealth  and pow er o f  country  go to that 

person. A bove all w hen the politics o f  a country' is corrupt the developm ent o f  the 

countr>' is im possible.

C orruption  is the m ain obstacle o f  socio-econom ic developm ent o f  a 

country. A s a resu lt o f  corruption, the m oney lor developm ent w ork is not properly 

utilized. A  great am ount o f  m oney is m isappropriated by the governm ent staff, 

political leaders. .As a result the m ain target o f  the developm ent work is not 

attained.
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C orruption destroys the m oral base o f  the society and the m oral character o f  

the public. W hen a person  observes that through corruption  it is easy to get 

everything then he w ill tr>̂  to do that. He will not try to Im d out the m eaning o f  fair 

and unfair. C orrupt persons do not properly utilize their earned w ealth. A s a result, 

a large am ount o f  m oney is used in an unproductive way. In a corrupt society the 

com m and o f  law , fair ju stice , social equality  is never established. A s a result 

dem ocracy fails to  be m eaningful.

C orruption is ubiquitous, Its detection is d ifficult and sen tence for the w rong 

is seldom  decided due to loopholes in the legal fram ew ork. I ’he urge o f  the people 

for riches and quick earn ing  w ithout hard w ork m ust be changed. O ur dem ocratic 

labric m ust be changed  for the better. I f  we w ant to establish  us as a developed 

nation it is ver>' necessary  to eradicate corruption.
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FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

Introduction: This chapter presents the resuh  o f  field survey. The respondents

have given their op in ion  about TIB 's activities, corruption etc. It’s activities have 

created o ther dem ands w hich arc necessary' Ibr prom oting dem ocracy and 

sustainable developm ent.

This chap ter presents the nature ol' corruption in governm ent, local bodies, 

it also p resents suggestions to solve these problem s.

In the fo llow ing  paragraphs the research findings are presented in detail.

Table-5.1

Level o f  understanding of corruption free awareness programme

C ategories o f  ideas N um ber Percentage

U nderstand  well 24 54.84

N ot so w'ell understand 18 32.26

N ot understand 06 9.68

Can not say 02 3.22

T o ta l : 50 100.00
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The table show s that out o f  total 50 persons, 24 (54 .84% ) persons 

understand the term  w ell w hereas before the introduction o f  this program m e, this 

percentage W'as only 3.22. 18(32.26) persons do not know  the correct m eaning o f

this term. It can be m entioned here that these persons e ither understand o r yet to gel 

fam iliar w ith  this term , though they tried to express the actual m eaning.

To exam ine the near correctness o f  the data given in the above table, the 

people w ere in terv iew ed on the m eaning o f  corruption free aw areness program . 

From  their answ er it is clear that m ost o f  them  understand the im plications o fT IB 's  

coiTuption free aw 'areness program m e and i f  successfully  im plem ented good results 

can be achieved in increasing developm ental output.
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5.2 : Nature of the main corruption in government

R espondents w ere asked to m ention w hether there w'as any corruption in the 

governm ent activities. Table 5,2 shows the opinions o f  the respondents in this 

regard. M ajority  o f  the respondents rephed in affirm ative.

Table - 5.2

R espondents’ opinions about corruptions in government activities

Respondents Yes No

City People 93.33% 6.67%

Students 100% -

Teachers 100% -

TIB officials 100% -

Source ; Field Survcv
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'Fhe respondents w ere further asked to m ention the nature o f  m ain corruption 

in governm ents. T heir responses are presented in Table 5.3. M ajority  o f  the 

respondents identify  political persuasion to take bribe in various kinds and also in 

cash  as corruption. A bout 53.33%  cit>' people, 30%  teachers, cent percent students 

and TIB officials identified  the reluctance o f  governm ent bodies to response in tim e 

as second corruption. P rocrastination has been identified on the th ird  kind o f  

corruption and ano ther nature o f  corruption is the desire for illegal gains.

Table - 5.3 

Opinions o f  respondents about nature o f  main corruption

N ature o f  C orruption

Respondents I’olitical 
persuasion to 

take brihe

Government 
bodies rcluctance 

to response in 
time

Government 
bodies officials 
procrastination

Desire for 
illegal gains

C ity people 96.67% 53.33% 46,67% 16.67%

Teachers 90% 30% 10% 10%

TIB officials 100% 100% 100% 100%

Students 100% 100% 100% 100%

Source : Field Survey
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The respondents w ere asked to give their opinions about corruption in 

governm ent. Tabic 5.4 show s the opinions o f  the respondents in this regard. About 

20%  local people , 10% teachers, cent percent TIB officials and students told that 

corruption in governm ent bodies increased significantly . On the o ther hand. 

73.33% , city  people and 90%  teachers thought that corruption in governm ent 

bodies increased slightly . It appears from Table 5.4 that only 6.67%  city people 

m entioned that corruption in governm ent bodies decreased slightly.

Table - 5.4

Respondents’ opinion, about corruption in government bodies

Respondents Increased
slightly

Increased
significantly

D ecreased
slightly

D ecreased
significantly

No
opinion

City People 73.33% 20% 6.67% - -

Teachers 90% 10% - - -

TIB officials - 100% - - -

Students - 100% - - -

Source : F ield  Surv'ey
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* Information About Corruption :

The respondents w ere asked to state about the sources through w hich they 

used to keep them selves m uch inform ed about the corruption  o f  B angladesh, fable 

5.5 show s the opinions o f  the respondents in this regard.

80%  teachers, 95%  TIB officials and 96.7%  students m entioned that they 

used to get in fonnation  about the corruption o f  B angladesh from A nnual Report o f  

TIB, 13% Cit}' people, 12% teachers, 3%  TIB officials and 2 .3%  students 

m entioned that they used to get inform ation through listening to the com plaints o f  

political parties.

Table - 5.5

R espondents  and the processes o f  inform ation collcction about the 

corruption in Bangladesh

Respondents A nnual R eport 
o f  TIB

Political Party G ovenim ent
Source

O thers

City People 70% 13% 17% -

Teachers 80% 12% 8% -

TIB officials 95% 3% - 2%

Students 96.7% 2.3% - 1%

Source : Field Survey
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All respondents m entioned that they used to get m uch inform ation about 

corruption o f  B angladesh through TU i’s activities. So TIB is one o f  the m ain NCjOs 

in B angladesh w hich is w orking for transparency, accountability  and above all to 

prom ote dem ocracy  and sustainable developm ent.

Table - 5.6

B enefits from  the T lB 's report and activities

Respondents

City People

Yes

93.33%

No Partiallv

3.33%

substantiallv

3,33%

Teachers 100%

TIB officials 100%

Students 100%

Source : Field Survey

R espondents w ere asked to m ention w hether they thought that the people o f  

B angladesh w ere getting  m ore benefits from the various services increased after 

establishing o f  T ransparency  International B angladesh. T heir responses are show n 

in Table 5.6. A bou t 93.33%  cit}' people, cent percent teachers, TIB officials, 

students rep lied  in positive, tiow ever, about 3.33%  city people m entioned that the 

people in B angladesh w ere getting m ore benefits but partially . O nly 3.33%  city 

people replied  that they w ere getting benefits substantially.
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Table - 5.7

People's participation in the T lB 's  activities for prom oting information

Respondents Yes No

City People 93.33% 3.67%

Feachers 100%

TIB officials 100%

Students 100%

Source : Field Survey

People's participation  is essential for any developm ent work. B ut some 

problem s are there  to ensure participation o f  people in the developm ent work. 

These are poverty , p ressure o f  influential groups, tlnancial inadequacy, lack o f  

inform ation and education  etc. Table 5.7 shows the opinions o f  the respondents in 

this regard. A ll teachers, TIB officials, students and 93.33%  city' people replied in 

alTirmative. Only 6.67%  city  people replied in negative.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



44

P artic ipation  o f  the people and dem ocracy

Table - 5.8

R espondents Yes No

Cit>' People 93.33% 6.67%

Teachers 100% -

TIB officials 100% -

Students 100% -

Source : Field Surv'ev

R espondents w ere asked to m ention w hether the participation o f  the people 

was necessar) to develop dem ocracy. Table 5.8 show s the opinions o f  the 

respondents in this regard. It appears from the Table 5.8 that 93.33% . city' people, 

ccnt percent teachers, TIB oft'icials, students replied in the affirm ative.
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Table - 5.9

Scopes o f  government power application on TIB's activities

R espondents Econom ic Bureaucratic Political

C ity People 53.33% 6.67% 66.67%

Teachers 70.33% 6.27% 60.67%

TIB officials 80.27% 20,63%

Students 100%

Source ; Field Survey

Table 5.9 show s the scopes o f  governm ental pow er application on I 'lB  

activities. A bout 53.33%  city people, 70.33%  teachers, 80.27%  'I'lB  ofTicials, cent 

percent students m entioned  that governm ent applied pow er on TIB econom ically. 

Only 6,67%  city people and 6.27%  teachers told that scope o f  governm ental pow er 

application on TIB activities was bureaucratic. O n the o ther hand 66.67%>, cit>' 

people, 60 .67%  teachers and 20.63%  TIB officials m entioned about the political 

control by the governm ent.
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T a b l e - 5 .1 0

Impacts o f  the Application o f  Govt, power on I'lB activities

R espondents Frequent 
interference 
ham pers the 

w o rice r

Retard the 
usual 

activities

B etter 
Functioning is 

not possib le

N o opinion

Cit>’ People 100% 40% 73.33% 6.67%

Teachers 90% 10%

TIB officials 100% 100%

10%

Students 100% 100%

Source : F ield Survey

Though the political governm ents alw ays exercise control over the TIB 

activities som etim es such type o f  control helps TIB 's activ ities. But frequent 

interferences ham per the activities o f  'I'lB and retard the grow th o f  TIB. A gain, 

respondents w ere asked to m ention w hether they felt im pacts o f  the application o f 

govt, pow er on TIB activities. Table 5.10 show s that 73.33%  city  people hold the 

opinion that better functioning is not possible w hen goverm iient exercises pow er on 

TIB activities. 10% teachers did not give any opinion.
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Table-5.11

R espondent's opinions about governm ent control on TIB

R espondents Helpful H indering Both

Cit>- People 26.67 73.33%

Teachers 50% 50%

TIB officials 50% 50%

Students

Source : l-'ield Survey

50% 50%

R espondents w ere further asked to m ention w hether they thought that such 

type o f  governm ent control on TIB activities was alw ays helpful o r hindering or 

both. Their responses are shov\-n in Table 5.11. On an average about 73.3%  city 

people, 50%  teachers. TIB  officials; students m entioned that governm ent control on 

TIB activ ities was alw ays helpful and hindering. But 26.67%  city' people and 50%  

teachers replied that such type o f  control on TIB activities w as helpful.
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T a b l e -5 .1 2

The benefit received through TIB by the people

R espondents G etting

benefits

N o benefits Can not say Percentage

Cit>' People 30 - - 60

Teachers 5 - - 10

TIB officials 5 - - 10

Students 10 - - 20

I'otal 50 - - 100

Source : F ield Survev

Persons have opined  that TIB 's aw areness program m e defin itely  be 

benefited if  they  adopt the actual participation o f  TIB  program m e. In the true sense, 

the i’lB program m e helps the people to achieve their rights and duties in the 

society; Table 5.12 show s that about cent pcrcent people getting  benefits from 

TIB 's activities.
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T a b l e -5 .1 3

T he v ie w s  on p eo p le ’s participation in TIB's activ ities

R espondents Participation is 
neccssar}'

To some 
extend 

necessarv

N ot necessarj'' Can not say

Cit>' People

Teachers

100%

100%

riB officials 100%

Students 100%

Source : Field Survey

R espondents w ere asked to m ention about the participation in TIB 's 

activities. Table 5.13 show s the opinions o f  the respondents in this regard. M ost o f 

the respondents agreed w'ith the view  that participation is necessary . C ent percent 

city people, teachers, TIB officials and students m entioned that people's 

participation is necessary' in TIB 's activities.
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T a b i c -5 . 1 4

T h e  u tility  o f  TIB R e p o rts

Respondents Good Average Bad Can not say

City People 60% 38% 2%

Teachers 70% 30%

riB officials 100%

Students 100%

Source : Field Survey

The respondents w ere asked to com m ent on the utility o f  TIB reports. Their 

responses arc show n in the Table 5.14. It appears from the table that 60%  city 

people, 70%  teachers, cent percent TIB officials. Students told that utility o f  1 IB 

report is good. O n the o ther hand, 38% city  people, 30%  icachers opined that the 

utility  o f  TIB report is average. Only 2%  city  people did not give any opinion.
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T a b l e -5 . 1 5

T h e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  I 'lB  rep o rts  by th e  p e o p le

R espondents A ccepted will accept N ot accept C an not say

City People 50% 50%

Teachcrs 70.33% 29.67%

TIB officials

Students

90.33%

100%

9.67%

Source : Field Survey

The responden ts w ere asked to m ention about the acceptance o f  TIB  reports 

by the people. A bout 50%  cit>- people, 70.33%  teachers, 90 .33% . TIB officials cent 

perccnt students replied  that people accepted. O n the other hand, 50%  city people, 

29 .67%  teachers, 9 .67%  TIB officials expressed that the reports. The people will 

accept the TIB  reports.
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R e sp o n d e n ts  o p in io n s  a b o u t m ea su res  to e n su re  d e m o c ra c y  and  

su s ta in a b le  d e v e lo p m en t

T a b l e -5 . 1 6

R espondents H ave to increase people's 
participation in aw areness 

program m e

O ther's Can not say

Cit>- People 100% - -

Teachers 100% - -

TIB officials 100% - -

Students 100% - -

Source : F ield Survey

The respondents w ere asked to m ention about the m easures to ensure 

dem ocracy and sustainable developm ent. Cent perccnt cit>' people, teachers, 'I'lB 

officials, students argued  that people 's participation in aw areness program m e will 

have to increase.
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P o p u la r  th in k in g  a b o u t TIB a c tiv itie s

T a b l e -5 . 1 7

R espondents Favorable U nfavorable N o opinion

C ity People 66.67% 26.33% 7%

Tcachers 80% 10% 10%

1 IB officials 100% - -

S tudents 100% - -S

Source : F ield Survey

'I'lie respondents w ere asked to m ention w hether they thought about the I'lB 

activities. 66 .67%  city  people, 80%  teachers, cent percent TIB officials, students 

favorably  argued. O n the o ther hand, 26.33%  City people, 10%  teachers argued this 

unfavorable. O nly  7%  city  people, 10% teachers did not give any opinion.
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L ev e l o f  p e o p le s  p a rtic ip a tio n  in T IB  a c tiv itie s  (F ro m  1 9 9 6 -2 0 0 8 )

T a b l e - 5 . 18

R espondents Increased N ot Increased

City People 100% -

Teachers 100% -

■fIB officials 100% -

Students 100% -

Source : Field Survey

TIB em phasizes on people's participation in the TIB 's activities. The 

realization has been significantly  increased in the recent years. The teachers, city' 

people, r iB  olTicials, students and other concerned people have also realized that 

people should participate in the TIB 's activities.

R espondents w ere asked to m ention w hether they thought that the level o f  

people's participation  in TIB activities increased o r not. Table 5.18 show s the 

opinions o f  the respondents in this regard. All the respondents replied in 

afllrm ative.
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From  the above discussion, it is clear tliat TIB  is an im portant organization 

and it is w ork ing  for prosperous Bangladesh. Its m ission is to curb  corruption and 

prom ote governance in the public, private and non governm ent sectors through 

greater accountability , transparency and people's participation  in o rder to prom ote 

dem ocracy and ensure sustainable developm ent in Bangladesh.
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C orruption in B angladesh has increased and spread like an incurable disease. 

It has spread to ever\' level o f  society. W e observe that T ransparency  International 

has been putting  B angladesh at the top ol' corrupt countries for the last five years 

based on corruption  perception  index.

TIB explains corruption as the abuse o f  entrusted pow er for personal gain. 

W hen pow er is m isused the decision m aking process is d istorted  by greed, and 

decision often hurts conscious, innocent people and stands in the w ay o f  progress. 

The result : reduced econom ic grow lh and productiv it\' and low political culturc.

Povcrt\' is a m ain source o f  conflict in m any parts o f  the w orld. Dr. Younus, 

an econom ist, w ho w as aw arded the 2006 N oble Prize for Peace, has been 

dream ing to put poverty' in the m useum  by 2030. This goal will be attained even 

earlier if  academ icians inculcate anti-corruption sentim ents o f  TJB's vision.

T ransparency  International B angladesh is very significant for its character. 

The m ost im portant aspect o f  the TIB  is its scope for raising consciousness. TIB is 

the only  institu tion that can ensure peop le’s participation in all the activ ities, which 

plays an im portant role to develop dem ocracy and sustainable developm ent in 

Bangladesh. The current study em phasizes on involving the people in the 

developm ent activ ities, w hich  form ulate the rights o f  people as w ell. Thus, I'lB 

plays an im portant role for dem ocracy, its establishm ent, continuity  and stabilit>'. 

On the o ther hand, dem ocracy entails people's initiative, people 's participation  and
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people's vig ilance. A ctually , dem ocracy gets institutional form through the public 

participation in the process o f  governing. W hen the m ass o f  the people form ulate 

and im plem ent the governm ent policies then their latent expectations and needs 

com e to light. So, dem ocracy  can aw ake and develop people. A s a result, people 

learn to lead them selves in the w ay appropriate for their interest.

CCCs local level organised groups against corruption, are a strong p illar o f  

TIB'S work.

Y ES groups are another pillar o f T IB 's work. Parallel w ith C C Cs, the youth 

volunteers and cu ltural groups that constitute the Y outh E ngagem ent and Support 

(Y ES) carry out their activities on fully voluntary' basis.

C orm ption  in politics is obstacle for good governance and the dem ocratic 

environm ent. A ccord ing  to IT global C orruption B arom eter 2006, politicians, 

political parties, parliam ents and legislatures are considered the m ost cora ip t 

institutions. The political system  o f  B angladesh is full o f  corruption. TIB is 

w orking here like a candle.

C orruption  and poverty are closely related. W hen incum bent governm ents 

steal m oney instead o f  developm ent adverse effect is felt on the poorest portion o f  

society. C orruption alw ays pervades ever)' aspects o f  econom ic and political life. 

C orruption rem ains a m ajor issue in the dom estic politics o f  B angladesh. The 

release o f  IT’s C orruption Perceptions Index (C PI) - in June 2001 to 2003 ranked 

Bangladesh as the "m ost corrupt" country.
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rh e  post and pre-liberation approach o f  developm ent w as a bureaucratic lop 

dow n approach. This traditional approach is the m ain reason lo r increased 

corruption. TIB  introduced an approach o f  reducing corruption  w hich is essential 

for prom oting dem ocracy  and sustainable developm ent.

In this connection, it is pointed out that -

i) TIB can m ore effectively  identify the groups w ho are really  corrupt.

ii) C reating and testing o f  new  ideas, m ethods, p rogram m es and strategies 

o f  creating  awareness,

iii) C onscien tization  and aw areness building am ong the general people.

iv) TIB can act as a pressure group for curbing corruption.

C ritics point out that TIB  is highly dependent on foreign assistance. In order 

to m inim ize the defects o f  TIB and m axim ize its usefulness, the governm ent efforts 

have been to set up a bureau in the governm ent to support I ’lB 's activities.

This study show s that TIB is the m ost im portant organization for creating 

an ti-corruption  m ovem ent.

B angladesh has failed to build a strong civil society w hich could develop 

dem ocratic environm ent. TIB  is w orking here to build strong civil society. O ur 

political institutions are not strong and developed enough to render required service 

in the w ay o f  dem ocratization  and poHtical developm ent.
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C orruption and terrorism  are Iwo dangerous barriers to dem ocratic 

developm ent in ou r countrv-. A lthough the then governm ent refused the claim , it has 

ranked B angladesh as m ost corrupt nation o f  the world. Terrorism  is not 

unconcerned to any o f  our citizens.

Thus, greatest challenge before the nation is to uproot corruption and 

terrorism  from  the society.

W hat should be done to get rid o f  corruption ? :

W ith the advent o f  dem ocracy and electoral politics, popular orientation 

tow ard corruption  has changed a lot. Today people usually  reject any corruption. 

So, to get rid o f  corruption, the follow ing points deserve special attention;

1. I ’o get rid o f  corruption both the governm ent and opposition  parties and 

public officials should show  due respect to dem ocratic norm s and values. They 

should value popular consent and interests.

2. G overnm ent also have the responsibility  to value the view s and 

orientations o f  the anti-corruption.

3. O ur m edia should play the role o f  w atchdog against corruption.

4. People them selves should be aw are o f  their rights, duties and destiny. 

They should renounce con 'uption consciously.
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5. O ur politicians sliould realize that they have a responsibility  to build up 

the nation and they should pay due respect to  peoples w ill and expectation.

6 . Both the governm ent and opposition should w ork under dem ocratic 

norm s and values instead o f  corruption.

7. C onsensus am ong political parties is a m ust to light against corruption 

and poverty'. O therw ise, all the achievem ents go in vein.

8 . There should have consensus on key issues o f  national im portance.

In fine, effort should be continued to m ake our people aw are and habituated 

with dem ocratic norm s, values and practices. For this, the m edia, civil society and 

socio-political organizations and institutions m ust play the p ioneering role.

TIB has started the m uch-needed w ar against corruption in B angladesh. As 

part o f  th is an ti-corruption  drive B angladesh signed the U nited N ations C onvention 

A gainst A nti-corruption  (U N C A C ) in February 2007, In order to start, sustain and 

win the battle against corruption we m ust all jo in  the fight and act as com rades-at- 

arm s to fight the sam e enem y.

People’s participation is a m ust for any developm ent activ ity  in country. But 

som e problem s are there in the field o f  the participation o f  people in developm ent 

work. These are poverty , pressure o f  influential groups, financial inadequacy and 

lack o f  know ledge and inform ation, educational inefficiency etc. M oreover, the 

existing m odes and m echanism s o f  people’s participation have increased and the 

TIB played here a vital role.
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The study reveals that dem ocracy and sustainable developm ent m ay im prove 

through the participation  o f  general people. 'I’he socio-econom ic problem  is the 

m ain problem  o f  B angladesh. The study reveals that corruption  by governm ent has 

been increased significantly  due to political pressure and bribe, as such the general 

people do not response in time.

Finally , it is found by analyzing the TIB 's activities that I ’lB is com m itted to 

values o f  dem ocracy, rule o f  law, transparency, accountability , integrit>' and 

im partiality. T IB 's vision is to strengthen a participators' social m ovem ent to 

prom ote dem ocracy and sustainable developm ent.
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Raogpuf

Kungraxn'

J INDIA

Chcipiv
♦

Rnjshafir

INDIA

Nnlofo

Kushlia

Jhenaidah

Jcssoro

Salhhtra

Natitaban

JartKiJgw
Sunamgan)

S yth«

Mymensingh

Raj ban

I Hmlhupur

MuKtiigschha

Gazipur

Savaf

DTiFika

r
>

Kishomganj SroBm3ngal_^_..J

, J
Brahmanbaiia

Faridpur
~ ^  }  i-- ComiSa 

V  •Chandpur

Barisal

jP ifo jp iir

Khulna Baoertiat J lM ia ta ti , >J V -

( V

INDIA

Chittaeong

Patlya

Ctwkariii

B A Y  O F  B A N G A L

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



62

” Role o f  Transparency International Bangladesh in Promoting  

D em ocracy and Sustainable Development in Bangladesh"

(Q uestionnaire for C ity people / Teacliers / TIB  officials / S tudents) 

Survey A rea : D haka City, Bangladesh,

01. Sam ple No. : 02. N am e 03. Age

04. A ddress : a) Road b) House N o c) Thana

05. Education Q ualification :

a) Illiterate | I b) Up to Primary'

c) U p to Secondar>' d) A bove Secondary

06. H ow  long have you  been living in this area ? I I

07. W hat is your m ain occupation ? I I

08. Do you know  about I 'lB ’s corruption free aw areness program m e ?

09. Do you have any corruption in governm ent activities ?

Respondents Yes No

City People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students
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10. I f  yes, w hat is the nature o f  m ain corruption ?

N ature o f  C orruption
Respondents Political 

persuasion 
to take bribe

G overnm ent 
bodies 

rcluctance to 
response in tim e

G overnm ent
officials'

procrastination

D esire for 
illegal gains

City people

I'eachers

riB  officials

Students

I. W hat is your opinion about corruption in governm ent bodies ?

R espondents Increased
slightly

Increased
significantly

Decreased
slightly

D ecreased
significantly

No
response

City People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students

12. W hat is the source o f  the process o f  inform ation co llection  about the corruption 

o f  B angladesh ?

R espondents A nnual Report 
o f  TIB

Political Part>- G overnm ent
Source

Others

Cit\- People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students
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13. A re you getting  benefits from  the TIB 's report and activ ities ?

Respondents Yes No Partially Substantially

Cit>' People

'feachers

TIB officials

Students

14. Do you th ink that people should take part in TIB's activ ities ?

R espondents Yes N o

City People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students

15. Do you think that participation  o f  the people is necessary  for democracy',^

R espondents Yes No

City' People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students
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16. Do you th ink that governm ent exert influence upon TIB 's activ ities ? Y es / No.

b) I f  yes, v.'hich w ay ?

R espondents Econom ic Bureaucratic Political

Cit)- People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students

17. W hat are the im pacts o f  the application o f  Govt, pow er on TIB's activities ?

R espondents Frequent 
in terference 
ham pers the 

w orkers

Retard the 
usual 

activities

B etter 
Functioning  is 

not possib le

N o opinion

City People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students

18 Do you th ink that such t^ pe o f  governm ent control on TIB alw ays helpful or 

h indering or both ?

R espondents Helpful H indering Both

City' People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students
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19. D o you gel any benefit from  TIB ?

U tility  o f  TIB N um ber Percentage

G etting benefit

N o benefit

Can not say

Total

20. W hat is the view  about the participation in TIB 's activ ities ?

Respondents Participation is 
necessary

To some 
extent 

nccessary

N ot necessar\- C an not say

City People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students

21. W hat is your opinion about the utility o f  TIB R eports ?

R espondents Good A verage Bad C an not say

City People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students
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22. W hat is your opin ion  about the acccptance o f  the TIB  Reports by the people ?

R espondents A ccepted Civil accept N ot accepted C an not say

City People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students

23. W hat are the m easures to ensure dem ocracy and sustainable developm ent?

R espondents H ave to increase 
peoples participation 

in aw areness 
program m e

O thers C an not say

City People - - -

Teachcrs - - -

TIB officials - - -

Students - - -

24. W hat's your opinion about TIB activities?

R espondents Favorable U nfavorable No opnion

City' People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students
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25. W hat is your opin ion  aboul the level o f  people 's participation  in I IB activities 

(From  1996-2008)?

R espondents Increased N ot Increased

City People

Teachers

TIB officials

Students

26. W hich types o f  organizations are necessary  / needed for p rom oting  dem ocracy 

and sustainable developm ent in B an g la d esh ? .......................................................

27. W hat steps do you suggest to eradicate corruption in Bangladesh.
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