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^voQ a fixed rate o£ dificount, many other xjrltcrs^ havo

t^oiia that in  less developed countries} the cotft o f addi
tional birth outx;ei^ i t s  benefits.

But very recently, several authors^ have put for^jord 
an opposite vie\j» They considered that at the micro-^levol, 
an incroasc in  the nuslber o f children constitates a u tility , 
rather than a d isu tility  to  the household* !29iey exsoined 
the matcslQl contrLbution o f children o f agriculturally 
based population in  quantitative teras and have diovm that
chil(3ron do malce contributions to the household at early

t
ages* They also exssalned the value o f Children to  thoir 
elderly por<mt8 as a source o f economic support. These 
bcaiefitc, according to thoQ, out;;eig^ the costs o f raisins 
cldldren. According to these analysis, h i^  fe r t i l it y  
appears to  be a rational decision.

4. Simon, L, 1969 'The Value o f Avoided Births in  Undoav

o f (fovorment Pajnents to  lim it Population*, E<
BBj gWAIWai ^I3alaia?a.sbnan, , 197̂ 5, *a gosrt; Bonoflt Analysis o f

the BoiA)ados Family Planning ftpOEjPaome*, Popolation 
Studlegt 27,2 , pp.35>36^l-; Cassen, Robert and v'olfson, 
liorgaret, 19TO, 'Plannine for Grotdjtig Population 
Dovelopaent Centre o f the Organisation Por Econooic 
Co-op elation and Bevelopia^t, Paris*

5« Oaldi;ell, J .C ., 1976, "Towards a Bestatement o f Demo- 
^(i^hic Transition Theosyi An In vesti^ tion  o f Condi* 
^ on s before and at the onset o f fe r t i l it y  Decline 
Eiaploying ftpimorily African Experienoe and Bata"*

(Hev; Ica?k* I j^ h ly  W iite, B ,, 1976, *2?ho
Econooic Importance o f Children in  a Javanese Village *, 
in  H. Hag (edj 
Hague; lioutonj 
om i'ortuziei An Enquiry 
Javanese v illa g e ', A*IT.U. Ph.P. Thealg:
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CEAKCER «  1

m s Q v m x o s

Since the berim ing o f 195^1 dianges liave taken
placc in  many affects o f human l i f e  in  alaodt countcy
o f tho ;;ocld* She mofi(t noticeable dtiange that occured in  
th is pca^od is  the re^ d  grov t̂h o f vTOVld population.

Conventionally, rapid groxjth o f population has been 
conaidc3?ed ae a barrier to the developmoit o f €C0n00iCQll7 
backijord countries* Some ideiter^ have postulated a 'lou  
level population trap* vMch maintoine income per head at 
bare sLfiboistence levels. Othefs* idth their cdmpHfied 
nodels o f national economics have demonstrated that a 
reduction in  the rate o f fe r t ility  v;ould lead to  a slstd - 
ficont increase in  the economic groi/th o f und^edevelopod 
comxtxies* Again  ̂ using an investment planning approach,

]?roQ 1950 to  197Q the vM>rld population rose from 2*5 
b illio n  to  4.2 b illio n . Bee i^pulation Beference 

Xnc, 1978 . World Population Pata Sheot i Wnnhlnglion J.C.

H. Leibenstein, 19571 Economic Backt;?3gdnQHfl nnd EcononicH r iH B m B E ^ ri9 ^ . EMmmle Bacte.ardnega and Ecopoaie 
Groijth (How Torki John Uiiey & sons; and B .s. nelson, 
1956, *A OJheory o f tho low Level Eg^iibrLum Irap in  
tJhdordevelopod Countries, Ecopijmic Revlftu.-ft6.5
i t > * 8 9 4 - 9 0 B .

3. Domeny P, 1956, 'Imrestmept Allocation and Population 
Grouth*, 3>enofgpaphv2(1965) pp«203-232{ and Coale A,J.
^  E.M. Boarar. 'I'opnlattm OgotAhand E «m o ^

^wcLncome counta.es* cm .ncetoni ttsainceron
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^vaa a fixed rate o f discount, many othes ijxitors^ liavo

f^om that in  lees developed countsLosi the cogt o f addL- 
tionol bisth outt;eig^ i t s  benefits.

But very recently, several authors^ have put for\;ard 
an opposite view. !Ehey considered that at the o icro -le v o l, 
an increase in  the nusiber o f children constitutes a u t ility , 
rathos than a d isu tility  to  the houscdiold. They exmined 
the matcslQl contribution o f children o f culturally 
based population in  quantitative teras and have shorn that 
childrcQ do make contributions to the household at early 
aces. 3!hoy also exsialned the value o f Children to  thoir 
eldcs3y parents as a source o f ecoruxoic support. IDheso 
banc^to according to thoa, out;;ei^  the codbs o f raising 
childrcm. According to these analysis« high fertiIJ.ty 
appears to  be a rational decision.

4. Biaon, L, 1969 •2!he Value o f Avoided Births in  Under- devel^a.d^poiintrLos', Popiilat^n Stadias. 23. 1, 
pp.61-€85 Enke, B, 19571 ’ Speculations on itopulation 
UOTiTth and Econoaic Development •, Qttflgteglv Journal i
EcmsaajaSi pp.19-55; Enke, 6 , i 960, 'ine Econoaics
o f Govcraaent Payaents to U nit Population*, Econoaic

])ovelopnent Cenbre o f the Organisation For Economic 
Co«opcration and Oevelopaent, Paris.

5. Caldv;ell, J .C ., 1976, "lEouards a Hegtatement o f Deeo- 
graphic transition ITherâ s An Investigation o f Condi
tions before and at the onset o f fe r t i l it y  Decline 
Bnploying £M.marily African Experience and Data” .
i^ d a m , n ., 1972, 'ine i^ n  o f «>pulation Control*
(Hew York! flonthly ReYiQVj I^ess): White, B ., 1976, •Ihe 
Econonic Impo^ance o f Children in  a Javanese VillaEc *,po^ance o f Children in  a Javanese VillaEc *, 

1 An Enquiry into the value o f cbildren in  a
in  M. Uag (edj 
Hogue} ItoutonJ 
oun Fortune* An Enquiry 
Javanese v illage*, A.U.JJ. Ri.D. Theaja:
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a 'bvief sevieu oX the \;ovld population i s  ncde 
xdtli pasticulas reference to  Banglodeeh. Shi 8 vdll throw 
gone on the issue as to  parents viant aoro i^iiXdron
in  the devolopins countries v^en the door o f hoth traditional 
and Qodom laeans o f fe r t ility  control are open to thea.

1 .1  BtQgmrlng 0i!O'<tli of World Pppnlatlon

today’ s situation is  unique in  manMnd*s experiencet 
the hii^est grovJth in  human hLgfcoj;/ (about 1,7 percent per 
year) fSrom the highest hase in  sibeolute numbers (nearly 4.2 
b illio n  in  1978)^* ®he World is  currently adding mearly 
1(X) o illio n  people per year, about as many as the population 
o f the ei{^th largeflt country (Bangladesh). The World 
population i s  erovdng at a faster rate than before In human 
history*

1.1.1 Present Trends
The present acceleration in  the rate o f population 

GD0i.5th ccsn be drsaatically expressed by the concept o f 
doublinpr time. the time necessary for the population to 
douCble in  i^ze* Thust fsram h istorica l records« i t  was 
evident that the population at the beo;Lnnlns o f the 
chrldtion ora vas about 2 ^  m illion. It reached an et l̂** 
mated ^00 o illlm i in  18^ , thus roquirlns over 16 centuxios

footnote 5 contd.
5. , JI.V. 1976» ’ Over Population and the Eural

, i l 6 3 -  
Ivity o f

6 . Ifoited nations, 1972, cj>Piaa.tion and v ita l statigt;i.cfi. 
Report 1, Hew York* July.
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to double. It  reached a b illio n  in  18^ , doiibUng t£ic 
second time in only 200 jears* The third doubline o f
2 M lH on î as completed in  1920»,only after 80 years.
She ne^ doilblinB of ^ b illio n  vae also completed in 
19751 only after ^5 yesrs^. SPhio trend o f population 
geo jth d oarly  indioates that doubling time io  GPadua— 
lly  being chortened. I f  th is 0POi*h rate continues t 
there v l l l  be six to  seven b ilH oa  people by the end 
o f th is contoiy* !ESie medien value o f several popula
tion  pro^Jections® aade by the M  in 1975 indicates that 
by 2000, the population o f the ^'orld be 6,4 b illio n , 
on increase that implies an annual groi^h rate during the 
ne=ct ao years o f 19 per 1000, pod.ng a profound prctoleo 
in oveiy aapect o f human welfare.

8* Condo, Julien, *Hapid population Groxith in  Soveloping 
CouzrtJiies*, in  Rcbert OasBon and Hareoret Uolfson (e ^  
KLanning for groidng population, O p .^ t, pp.2 6 - 4 8 ;
See also Coale A. J. *$he HLstosy o f Human Population*

?tQOLbsr 1974 Volume 2 3 1 Ho* 3 ,
ew Xoa?k, p.^j?; i^pulation Reference Bureau, In c.1973* 

World Population Data Sheets Waj^ngton B.C.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



1.1,2 Population o f the Developed and the Developing World 
!Cho present day ^;orld is  deoiogcaphlcolly divided into 

tv/o dictinct Xhe developed or indudtxlallzed
countxd.cs o f Horth Aaerica, Europe« the Soviet Uziion, Ocoaftio 
and Japan have a lov; rate o f population gco /̂th and a h i^  
£3tcadard of liv in g. In contrast, the developing or noa- 
indu^rialized countzieQ of AsLa, Africa and Latin Aa<scioa 
havo a hi^ rate o f population grov.th and a low standard 
o f living (see table 1 .1 ). Population problems arc found 
in  both dGQOgraphic groups bat there are differences as 
\joll as s io ila ritie s  fsaong countries in these 
dc?velopod countries are now close to replacement levels 
o f reproduction, althou^, there i s  no certainty that thoy 
id l l  rmGin there* SEhe developing countries are g??o-.jlne 
vei^ fast -  aortaHty is  faU ing mare or less rapidly, but 
fo r tu ity  Is  changing very l i t t le ,  except in  a very feu 
aaall countries^.

9. Althou^^ the feaftHity o f the less developed countries as a remains voi^ h i(^ , there are some countries
Tihĉ e the birth rate has fallen  slgoiflcantly  from 25 
to 50 percent • and very rig id ly  as per estimates pre
pared by the UH in  197^. SJhese countries include 
Honf^ng, Slng^ore, Taiwan, South Sorea, West Malaysia: 
Baroados, Chile, Cuba, Joiaaloa, Irlnidad, Sobago, £uesto 
Bico and Mauritius.
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SHcitvibutlon of Chrerall Status of Human POpulation»1975

Aroa
Popula
tion
(mil3d.on)

CBR
(por
1000

CJCe
(per
1000

popttla— popula
tion  zLon 
per Tresr) pea? yeag)

Annual 
rate o f 
Hatural 
Incroase

(?5)

A. Vorld . . .
B. Developed Oountrtee
B.1 U.6 .A, ««. . .

Jc^an •  •  •  « •

Europe • • •  • •

X ® 8 R  ...................................................

B,2
B.3
B./j.
B.5 Othcjps (Canada, Austra

lia , Hm? Zoala^i Latin 
Aaerioa (3?eiapCTate)

C*1 A£3ilob •••
C.2 Asia (ezzeopt Js^an)
C,3 Latin toorloa(!Tropical)

5,860 35 13 2.0
1,120 17 9 0.8

210 115 9 0.6
108 19 7 1.2
472 16 11 0.5
250 18 8 1.0

! 80 22 8 1.4

2 7 ^ 59 14 2.5

375 19 2.7
2,100 38 14 2.4

265 38 8 5*0

Source) Fxoediaan, Honald and Bernard Berelson, *!Che Hunan Popu
lation* in  S d en tiftc  America, SK>teniber 197^. 0^,Citi.
p.59-

!2Iio principal in^etus to t;orld population 0 K>wth comes today 
from the underdeveloped countriea. ÎTlieee countries contain over 
tv70«third o f tho i;orld*8 population. Out o f the estimated 4<>2 
b illio n  people in  the vjcrld in  1 9 1 5 * 1  b illio n  live  in  the

||
developing \;ca?ld, iM le only eliEJatly over a b illio n  liv e  in  the 
developed x’orld. 3)eath rates in  the developing countries have 
been falU nc over the past 25 years towards the low levels o f the
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developed countzies • Birth rate* houevor, reaain ttdco 
as as they ore in  the developed countxies. SOie 
result i s  that the population o f the developing xvorld I d 
increasinG at a much faster rate than the developed x̂ Oi?ld. 
SJhus, vMlo in  the developing countries the rate o f natu
ra l increase"^^ varies from 2,5 perc^ t to 5 percent, the 
corrccpondine ftgures for the developed countries are 
found to  move vdthin the range 0.4  pesrcent to 1.0 percent. 
IHiis large gop between the developing and the developed 
countries in fe r t ility  can he represented xM le comparing 
an overall crude Idrth rate o f 39 per 1000 population vdth 
17 per 1000 respectively. Bome large coimtrios such as 
Higeria, Iran & BangiLadesh have crude birth rate that are 
three tinoc hi£^Gr than those o f the

Hoxjovgt, the mogrt; otrUdLng fact that emerges fa?om the 
comparative figures on current population size is  the 
numc^cal predominance o f A sia 's population in  the XTorld 
to ta l. Under developed Asia (idth the exception o f Japan),

10 3Jhe CUa of the developing countries run about 14 per 
1000 population, as against 9 per 1000 in  the developed 
countides.

11 IJhe rate of natural increagse » X 100
12 CoQporinG to the crude birth rate o f 15 per 1000 in 

USA, the crude bdLrth rates o f IXigeria, Iran and 
Bangladefii ore recorded as 46, 44 and 4? respectively 
per 1000 population in  1974.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



vMch lias a land audi saaUer than A£eLoay accounts fo r  
more than half ot the v/orld'a population ( i .e .  about 
porcent o f the uorld 's to ta l). Ag per 197^ ^  {jtatmcnt, 
o f tho î meiihat 3*1 b illio n  people in  the underdeveloped 
v;orldf 73 percent live  in  Acda (28 porcent in  China* 
percent in  South and West Asia and percent in  South 
East A sia), 14 percent in  Africa and only 11 percent in  
Latin Aneaiea*^ .̂

1 ,1.3  A Beriouo Issue
Shis Inrge population hase and i t  accelerating current 

and potential {^irth rate has caused a ^ eat concern for 
the future Hvlng standards o f mankind in  general and the 
econooic ^roi/th potential o f the developing countries in  
particular.

It  i s  nox; lAdely accepted that within a given state 
o f technology, rapid population êoxTth clearly aggeavates 
the prohlcQs o f unemploynent, risin g  poverty and inequa
lit ie s  in  the developing countries. She direct e ffect o f

8

13 Dmony, Paul, "The Population o f the Uhder DevelopedCountries", *-----*- « - -  - -  — -
or?.cit, pp,
C o u n t r i e s " . M o r l c a ,  September, 197^,
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rapid poptaatlon Gjrov;th on Mel£are " ,  smonc the
popalation o f most o f the developing countiies, are very 
much doprecolns. In most o f the developing countries, 
industrial dovelopmeint is  slow and stagnant. Ag a result, 
over h a lf and often more than fou r-fifth  o f the tota l
•  r*

•  ••

population in  these countrle©, live  in  rural area®. Although, 
iacreaeine population are ^sostoed silbst anti a lly  in  agricul
tural sector^ yet agrioultural output in  these countries are 
not increasing at the same rate"^^.

14 Under n ou ii^ en t resulting from nutritional deficiency and 
food Bcarcity; low literacy and limited educational resom>“ 
CCG resulting from poverby; catastrophic deterioration in 
medical scrvxces resulting from loiî  invesbmont both in  
equipmeiit and human capital and concentration o f more people 
in  rural oreae resulting from cmplc^ent constraints in  
tom s and c itie s  are the noaaaal feaTOres o f the populection 
o f under developed ccxmtries which affect their personal 
welfare* Bapid population 0covjth is  the coimaon factor in
fluencing the results.

15 In Boncladesh, 92 percent o f population lived in  rural area 
in  1974-, assicultural output increased by 29 percent and 
land-aan-ratio (deHned as net sô v̂ti area to m^e agdcul
tural labour) declined at the compound rate o f -  1.46 per
cent and rural population increased by 35 percent during 
the inter consal (1961-^4) period. (See, fo r  eotample; Khcin,
Macmillan ftposs L td ., i'.l?^* Again, in  India 80 percent of 
her population lived in  rural areas in  1971* agsi cultural 
output rose by s l i^ t ly  more t̂ ian 50 'percent over the pre
vious tvjo decadeo and rural population by 48 percent* In 
IndoneoLaf the corresponding fractions aret 83 percent 
rural, about 40 percent increase in  agrioultural output and 
45 pcroent groijth in  rural population. (See, Me IB.coil, 
Greofrey, '1975» 'community level populaticjn policy : An Ibo- 
ploration? Population aM Development V ol.1 , Ho.1 , p. 5)*
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116700763;y the lii!̂  11 cations o f rapid poptaation 
gcoi;th in  tlie economy o f Bao^adedb is  also reaHsed

I'

by coaslderi.ng several fact ore, 0ach as, incroaslne 
concentnatlon o f uealth, londlessneee, declirdng roal
inoodo and incseaslQS nuzaber o f poor people beloi;

'IGpoverty in  recent years these Indices aEcply te s t ify  
oconomic pligibt o f the developing countzleQ and h i^  
rate o f population grov^ is  one o f the factors con-

I I

tzibuting to th is p l i^ t .
!Che Governments o f the developins countries are nou 

also reelising the (gravity of the t^tuation. As a resu lt, 
Qosb o f the nations in  the developing v«>rld, are presently 
ongaeod in  the gigantic task o f improvinG the quality o f 
LLfe*̂  ̂ o f their people* The vaadous Govermaonts have
16 IncoQe inequality as measured by Qlni co -e fficien t is

found to increase from 0-27 1968-69 to 0*58 in
1975-7^* capita real income has declined from Tk.100 
in 19^-70 to 3!lc,98 in 1975-76. Real wage eamlnGs o f 
a ^ cu ltu ra l labourers declined by 30 percent in  betvjeen 
197̂0- 75* dumber of pereons belot?; poverty level has incr
eased £xm BdlJion in  1963-64 to  65*7 m illion in  
1975-7 ^ (See, Mohiuddin, 1978i Bangladesht A
Case o f Below Poverty leve l Equilibsium Irap, Dacca, 
Bon^adesh Institute o f Development Studios np.
5-18). 3Ihe landless households (defined as households 
t7blc  ̂ claim 0,5 acapes or less land other than hOQOrstead 
land) was estimated to  be 46 percent in  rural Banpladeiii 
in  1977 (See, Agency For International Development (AID),

17 aJhis implies improvemesb in  the quality and quantity of 
food, housing, health, education, employment. It also 
refers better distribution of assets and xise in real 
income.

10
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launcSied plane azid pxogramee in  order to acSiieve & T)6tt;cr 
stcaidcsrd o f living for their people and to eradicate the 
miseries o f poverty, honger, Ignorance, disease and i l l  
heoltli. But, unfortunately, in  Banglade^ 3dlce several 
other developing countries o f the \jorld, economic pro0P©SG 
liQB 'been rather elov/* lack o f capital, trained monpouor, 
outdated technology, colonial exploitation, trade imbolonco.; 
and intoroational p o litics  are some o f the reasons for 
clow econooic development. But, pexhopc one o f the har
dies in  the path o f proeperLty and progress, that some of 
the dcfveloping countries are facings Is  the rs^ d  population 
CpeoiTth. Whatever proG3?ese is  made in  a particular sphere 
o f development i .e .  apicu lture, indusftry, housing, employe 
ment etc* is  nuUdfied by the fast ^poidng population. 
Ban^ade^ lik e several other developing countries is  a 
victim of th is malady*

It i s  th is realisation that has led to the launchint^ 
o f maosivo population control prospanme by several devo- 
loping countries as a part o f overall development plans- 
2here is  an increasing av?aren©ss among these countries 
that ovc»all economic and social development depend upon 
sloidng the rate o f population grov̂ th and th is can be 
achieved throu^ the modem methods o f family plamdng.

11
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1 .2  Ihe Hndaen Hethodg o l I t  Pinniri ni?

She GOvesnmait o f most o f the dovelopins countriea 
o f the xjorld are now PoalitsLng that a reduction in  the 
rate of population i s  lik e ly  to have a favourable effDcto 
on econoido development. In pursuance o f th is oh^jeotive, 
larco ooale family planning psograiaQios have heen launchod 
"by them. *'

1.2.1 Family Plannine: An Inteccal Part o f UevelopEicnt
P olitica l leaders o f the developing countplec arc nox;

pudicd "by events to treat economic deielopaent and family
planning as being integrally related rather than as jjlter-
nativeB. Iherefore, most; o f these countries have adopted
fo o ily  planning pro^amzaes as an integral part o f their
developioent plans.

S!he esqplicit population p olicies dosLgned to redacc
fe r t ility  via contraception in  South Asia tjere unique in
modem hisfcory, Many other countries have since folloved
suit* Over 35 developing countries, coii^rising appro:dma~
to ly  80 percent o f the population in the developing w rld j
have adopted p olicies aimed at loworins fertility^® . In 
weoteiaa Europe, Uorth America and Australia contraception
is  id-dDly available and practiced by a large maiJority of
the population* In Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union,
18 Ifaited nations Development ftpogpaame, A Forward Look 

at the Strategy, Role and Financial Heguirements o f 
BHFPA, 1972-75, TISFPA/PCC/rVA (February 1972) pp.2-5.

12
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dbost:lon and o«itraoeption are tddely avallGble sad pa?::c- 

tico d . Houevoai, aatlonol po licy decision re latin g  to a 

p s s tlc a l^  satlonale bohavlouv of fsm L ly  p lo m d n e  v a x ic s  

£Ssct2 oom itTy to oountxy. Sh€se ase four coooon ratloim loo  

fos Qddns Mzrth oontsol, iM ch ma^ occtxs indlvlduDJLl̂  os 

in  cssSdnstim*
a* So gLvo vxx3en the slg^t to  deteandne the d.se 

G]3d Qpadne o f t to ls  fflo illest e*s» in  Himcggy^

b . lî o pvoteot azul iopvove lootosaal d iild  health 
^ d  psovent lU e «X  abortion, e*e* i&oflQr 
ooasto.oG in  cos£?al azid Sooth Aiae3elc& inc3i2>- 
dln^ Chile, ColocS^la, Co£(t& Idea & Cu:ba.

&. As a fUndommtal hisoaa x l^ t  to d&clde the 
taulber and eq[>aQlne o f  ohlldren ^ t o i n ,  
Sv;eden» Ihaited States.

d. To oontarf.'bttto to the Godo-dcoaonlc dcvcloi?-*
Q0nt o f the couzxtjxy e .g . India*

But, contsctoeption, azxfcil xecoabJy was oppoeod 
t>oth in  the ^edt by ^ te d ta n t deDoadnation and Botam 
Coit^lioisoi end in  the Bsust Zslam, ELnduism and 
Baddfaifla by isqposing cultusal oonsrtraistB*

Eowevos, the poleiaics roG^sdine fazallj planxdng pso^
(y^sssiec in the developine oounbsiejs oust be vie^^ed ;dthin

" !
tho £mim}QXfk o f  o ff ic ia l develoj^sont asslstidaoe and b is ^  
coctsnX coaponeafc o f aid.

1«2*2 O ffloia l Sevelopiaeot Aoslgtonce

Sinoo I one b illio n  people hanre b o ^  fipeod fxod 
Gc:tfiato2Scitorial colonial sule* Zt has been e^timeftod that 
onSy 22 idllLon out o f a popolsflzlosi o f 2*6 b illio n  in  tho

15
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I

developine uorld now live  in  that gbat©^ ,̂ ajhey sftill to
a Ejeeatoff op lesser extent suffer 'ftom the after a ffscto
o f oolonlallsci and e:xp3x>ltation froni vdthln and outside*

O fficia l development asstgtanco to the developiaG
countries and multilateral agencies rose from an averac^ o f
$ 1,9 M lH on during 1950-55 to  $ 6.4 bil3ion  in  1968^, It 
is  also iaportant to note that ©sternal assistance haE3

provided on the average only ĉ >pro2imatel7  10 percent o f
the omiaal investment in  developing countries • 2!hio large
aod^ctnce in the form o f developmaat and popolation control
prosrsaEKse mafe the third uorld countries to rely aore on
foreign asccLstance.

1.2.5 Birth Control Coi^nont o f
Althou^ health nutrition proeraraaaes have :ffi.Gure<i 

procdnaEtly in  both b ilateral Si m ultilateral assistance, 
birth control pro^ianmee vjorc largely conspicuouc by thoir 
si)8Gnce until 1965. 3?he United States Agency for Intemar* 
tional Levelopment (AID) has in  the last fm; years eacrgcd

19 ifc Cormack 1971, A World Justice, p. 301.
20 Oomifjsion

i- -i~ta-—i—■'  -------- — -----  -------   ------ — .d a llevelopment assistance does not include private floiis or
other o ffic ia l flovjs sudi as export credits, p.1i.^.

21 Co5anLc£don on International Developmmt, Ibid, p. 14-.
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as tliG largest boutcc of funds for birth control procrcsjanoD
in tlio developinG countries. !Phis acGistanoe bG£^nninc iJi

' ' . .
19G:> i±th e 2.3 million gpevj to $ 3̂ *7 in 1968, $ ^5.^ in  
1969, 8 7^.6 la  1970, $ 95-9 In 1971 and # ieo.5 lailllon lu  
197Q^.

' I
SChe overall espendLture o f the International Plcamod 

Parontlaood S'cderation has s©en it s  budget rise  from $ ^ .0 0  

in  1961 to $ 20 niiaion in  1971, and i t  is  estimated to 
roach t  50 saillion in  1974^^. In the oultilaterca oontost, 
tho UiEitod Hations IHmd for Population Acti-wities (TIH3?PA), 
octaj:>3i.£h6d in  1967, has evolved into a major source o f 
funds for hirfch control prosPEuames. UHFPA has received 
contributions and pledges from ^2 countries, at leatjt 17 o f 
vihich aro developing nations. During 1967, S 800,000 vjoo

ii 'I O/i.oblic^tad and by 1971 this figure had risen to I 350.6 cdllionf

15

22 I jg p lQ M ^  (y p )  1973 «^ngco-
csional l^resontation, £^scaJl Xear 1980*, aimex VII -  
Population Planning, Eealtti and Education/Hiimon Eggoutcog, 
&oe el so, A^n<^ for International Development, Bureau o f  
fo r  technical As£d.stance, o ffice  o f Population, iftpulation 
i^granamo Assistance (D5 Govt. Pldnting Office, Viadblngl̂ ron, 
1971), p.25.

a (IPSEB), 1972,
asb Asia and

24 United JTations Development Prograrnae, A Pori^ard Xiocik at 
the Strategy, Hole and Jilnancial Requiremsnts o f  UHFPA,
Opo^lt, P*&7a
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Adi3ittGdly, aodein contraceptivo motliods^  ̂ osQ more laimaao 
aEd lcf3c haaoJPdotiss to the aotlierjs healtii and more e£fcc- 
tiv c than the traditionai means o f Population Cont3?ol*

25 Iloderu contraceptive aethods include "both clin ica l and 
non-cHnlcal mefchods. S te illi  cation (veGOctocQr and tu- 
bGOtoay), lUD (Inter Utoras Deviset Idppe's loop*
and Po^ contraceptive services (Abortiont Bfener^torial 
HOGiilGtion) fa ll  under ^ n ic a l  method, Whereajs, iaGCli>- 
nicrJ. (condoni, diaphram)» ch ^ cs il (foam tablet, acrocoi: 
m!ao) and horinonal methodo (p ill»  i^ e e tio n ) are includcK: 
under aon-cllalcal method-

26 Tto conmon means usually applied to release the prcDOUrc
aid.sine out o f population in traditional gociotiGs
are* oisration, infanticide, abortion* absffeineaace, Lato 
mnrriase, celibacy and is in ^ p  institutions etc. But, in 
the face o f rajdd rate of grovrtih in  most o f the developing 
& developed countirLGs o f the ti-orld, the aibovc nethotls can- 
rsot successfully be adopted. A coiintry ta ll definLtely got 
is>nie re lie f to the problem of over population throu^ out 
nicration. But the ec(^e of out-miGra'Cion i s  very Ixiaitod. 
Iforeover, Population control throu^i infanticide, abortion 
and celibacy i s  not ethically acceptable. R elief throu^ 
dbfTtinence late mazxiase and kindhip institutions ie  not 
aliJays feasible. Qlbue, mors emphasis i s  placed on fe r t i l ity  
control throu^ the advent of oodem methods o f faEd.ly 
plnnrdng.
For detail, see, Pafepaslii Eanti^ -1968 *on Female infaBti* 
cide in  InxHa* B alletiji jif. ,
iTov 7} pp«5^^?j Wev) Xorlci <̂04̂^
IlODi “1962 Pact ore Affecting Hunan Pcartillty in  ITon-dnaao- 
tiriLal Societies* A cross culturol jstudy, ffev Hnvcj 
tJnivcrsLty Publications in  Anthropology, Uo*G6.
Chaudhuaw, Safigul Huda, 1979, “Social Aspects o f Pcrui- 
l it y  \Ath Special Reference to 33evelopine Countrioc” . 
Bon^adesh Inf^titute of Itevolopment STnidies} Bacca^
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1 .3  A Bheet B arieii o f Ja a lly  Pi-rm tnr in  Bonniadoiai

aUie unprecGdonted population eroxrtili in  Befisladcdi
(about 3 percent)^  i s  one o f the oodt ©{acLous national

2ftpro^bleas* 3!he present 89 ndllion p eop le" oraiaaed into a 
Undted ^ace o f 351126 square miles (con^sting o f a 
Esaall (surfaCG area o f 142,776 square Idlometers) and ‘ 
rctnlieii e i^ th  idth respect to population sise and 
ijitJi respoct to population density^ in  the comity o fI
Uorld nations. 2!bis has given zise to a basic <^allenGG to 
our econondc and ocolo^^cal iriability.

17

27 While eetiaates d iffe r , i t  i s  generally agpeeed that the 
rate o f population grot'Tth in Banplade^ is  someiibat 
■between 2*> percent and 5 percent annually.

28 ibpulation Census 1981 (JFTeliminary Report),
29 As per cotlsus, density per square nLle in  

Bani^desh including river is  120b.
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Jacts tsiboirb Populettion rise

IQie egtlQated popalation of Bangladesh yao 10 o lllion
I ' ^

in  1600 A,2}« Ir has taken thousands o f to  roa(^ th is
Z3ui!ft)ev. tfe don't have an? records o f population to
1600 A,D. !Che table beXovj indicates the groi/th o f popup*

I

lation in  Banglade^ from l/fch century to  the end o f tliis 
century*

ii

fable 1.2* Gb?oiJth o f Population in  BaneladcdU
i^Ctoulation Anmial kate

j[&fi£___________ a a iiioQ } of. i  aaeaasiL—
1650 10.0 •
1800 12.0 .1
1845 13.0 .1
1872 22.6 2.71901 28.9 .9
1911 51*5 .91921 55.3 .5
1951 55.6 •21941 }̂2.0 ^.7
1951 42.1 .02
1961 50.8 2.0
1974 71.5* 2.6*
1981 87.5* 2.8

Source* A rticle by Etc. Shafigur fiahman on *Bopulation
Programe in  Bangladesh & it s  intact on projected 
Area** publi^ed in  F ertility  in  BangLadc^, 
Ban^adesh B 'ertility Survey National Institute o f 
Population fie search & Traininsi Dacca, Jtino, 1979 
pp, 142-152- Some unpilblldied data are also co llec
ted from Ministry o f Planning, S tatistics Jlivlsion, 
Govt, o f Bazigladej^ and 1981 ibpulation Ccnous, 
Preliminary fieporfc.

• TJnad̂ Jû ed fo r  under-enumeration.
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It 1b evLdent fsoni the table 1*2 that In 222 ycaro 
£pon 1650 to 1872 A.D. th© countiy’ e population rose Tjy
12.6 nllU on, vM le in  the £Lrflt 30 years (1951 to 19G1) 
population o f th is country increased by 1^.2 nillLon. !She 
population o£ Ban^^ade^ has Increased by 20.7 tid llim  
and 16.0 million during the Census p ^ o d s  196't-74 and 
197 î-8‘1 respectively. iChe annual sroi/th rate dmtijis the 
last tvro interoenaal periods surpassed a ll the prcTious 
records I and at the current rate o f ^ x jth , tho present 
population o f Ban^adedi ^411 be doubled in  nost 25 years.

1.5.2 Family Planning ftrosramae in  Action
As the rate o f groiTth has direct in??act on the dyna- 

nLcs o f economic and social cfaaxisesi i t s  iit^llcations fo rI
the country are serious. Thus, consideaAne the [jpavity 
o f the situation, Faioily Planninc Pvo^esmLe vas introduced 
in  Bangladerii. In 1959» at the request o f the covorment, 
the Population Council (IflSA) sent a mission vdth Ih*. H.C. 
Balfour and fir. Paul Harper as i t s  meoibers. SSie nlssion 
subiidtted a set o f recosnendations to the Govem aont in  
January I960, largely, as a consequence o f th is recoacKai- 
dations, 0Ovemiaent in itiated  fatoily plannin{^ proocoime in 
1960 as a regular function o f the e:d.sting health sorvices.

Proa the be^nning o f 1960 t i l l  1970, the proGuame 
x;as confined to fe^ cU nioal services and liiziited axiount 
o f publicity. Ihoug^ the prograsnne vj&b aimed to motivate 
e lig ib le  couples to  use contraceptives azid to  ensure 
continuing practices, yet i t  met ^ th  ve3:y l i t t le  success

I
in  promoting contraceptive practice to any slGPiflcan.t e^ent,

19
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Accoxding to  the National Impact survey Eoport^, 
thou^ the knoi;ledce o£ faiaily plazaaing rose to 52 porcorxt 
in  rural and 72 percent in  uaft>an areas at the timo of 
0ur7ey (1968-69)» coc^>arine to 1966 fisures o f 6 pcrcent 
in  sural and 14 percent in urban areas, yet the ooatracep- 
tive  practice rate did not rise  appreciably. Only 3.5 por 
cent o f the reproductive (15-^5 as© croups) couples vesse 
found using contraception at the time o f the survey.

*

In 1971 there was counfciy vdde c iv il  disobodionco, 
follo\ved by war o f liberation (Banglade^ uas cm intoG3?al 
part o f Paid St an t i l l  December 16, 197^)» vfcich broucJht 
the prô pannae a ctiv ities to a virtual istop* She maoor policy  
changes in  the immediate post-lLberation period worci

a« !Che system o f financial incentives to doctors, 
acceptors and referrers was stopped.

20

ItLnigtry o f Health & Family Planning 
Secretazy at the top.

c . Por the fir s t  time oral contraceptive uao 
introduced in  the Pamily Plannings

d. Abortion lau vas temporaaelly related fo r  a 
b r ie f period in  early 1972, exclu^vely to 
help^he pregnant rape victims o f Pa&Lstoni 
army^.

30 PaJdstan Population Council, Report o^ Ion act
Survey. Karachi, 1975-
Buzhanuddin, A.P.M. 'Abortion as a measure o f population 
planning* Relevance for Banglade^*, Ppocp>fidin  ̂ o f the 
aenlnar on Planntne. 2J^5 Koveflbor

ig, Dacca, HoveiiibGr 1975*
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!Che Pirat Slve Tear Plan (1973-^8) o f BanGladocih 
V7ae finalized in  1975* 3Hie plan sot a modepato doooGPa- 
pbic goal o f reducing bivth rate froa 4? to 43 per tlicii« 
sand csad grov/th rate f^ n  3 to 2.8 percent in  ^
5!he plan allocated Tk.700 ndllion fo r  population control 
£n family planning pro^astnie.

Some improvemenb relating to the use o f cU nlcal 
contraception was noticed in th is  period^# iChe ioprove- 
ment '̂ as the result o f renlntroductlon o f financial rcmu  ̂
negation fo r  clin ica l methods (in  the fora o f travel cost, 
lUD fee, daily allowance to doctors for participating in  
canrpaining Pre>0P£ff®e) and publicity caapaign in  the vdke 
o f vxMPld population year (1974).

Ihe programe dnring th is ^ ase suffered tiie to 
integration o f Health vdth Family Planning a?oGÎ cl̂ ae• 
lEhougih a separate divisLcxi o f population Control Panily 
Planning (PC & PP) was created in  the MLnistry of Health 
6j Family Planning with a separate Secretary in-diorEO* yet 
the situation vas not iii^jroved* Because» health, mslaxia 
eradication and family planning could not he h ro u ^  under 
a connon functional ecrtstem.

2i

32 Prom January^June 1972 to January^une 1975, the use 
o f lUD increased froa 1,597 to ^ ,950 , Vesectooy fs»oa 
139 to 10,6G7» iPuhectomy from 151 to 2,989, Condoa 
from 3,5^000 to 5i95400 & U lls  from 57000 (in  Ju3^ 
December 72) to 65,000. See, Government of the Pdople'e 
Bepuhlic o f Ban^lade^. Population Bo3±cv. Dacca, 
ainistry o f K S th  and J^ ^ E H on T aS S T .
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In January 1976 eovewuaent decloved Population Jsjob- 
ae t£he nunibep one problcfm o f the nation emd coQoeguea- 

t ly  in  June 1^76 a national population policy  outline vae 
o ffic ia lly  approved. !Chis was the fir s t  coraprcihGGcsivc
o ffie ia l fitat^ont on population p o li^ . She policy  Cfnvi-ii 1,1'
gaged to reducc population groi;th rate from 3 percent in
1975-76 to 2 percent in  *1979-60, to reduce froQ 6.4
in  1975-76 to  a replaceratost level o f 2.6 in  19G5 and to
maintain an average o f 1.5 percent annual rate o f popula
tion  SPOirt;h between 1976 and year 2000, thereby escpoctlng 
the size o f population to  be 121 m illion in  year 2000^.

Subsequent to publication o f the Hational Population 
policy  outline in  June 1976, the population scheme under 
tix) years (1978-80) and the Second Five Year Plan (19S0-65) 
were publisbed. 2he operational inpltcatlons o f the policy  
target i s  diovm in  table 1.3.

33 Total F ertility  Rate ( i .e .  nuiriher o f birt^ a i;ocien 
vd.ll ^ve during her entire reproductive span at 
the current schedule o f fe r t i lity ) .

34 Govemaent o f the People's Hepubllc o f Bangladesh, 
M ini^ry o f Health and PopolaHon Control, Dacca, 
Population Control and Family Planning IfcLvisloa,
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!2i£(SaB ĴLQISrG VLUE S!HB 0Q£l!m4CEmon ACCEB- 
lAUCE TAROaST ffOE THE PEETOD 1978-80 AUD 1980-05

V

Teca?
Popular-
tion
(in
cdllion)

Fecund
HarcLed
Women
(in
million)

CBR cm TFR
Continued
uoera
(in
n lllion )

Continued 
userB(aG 
perccntaGG 
o f  Fecund 
naniod

1978-J79 87.96 12.99 35.97 11.51 5.70 3.73 28/71.
1979-ao 90.11 1 3 .^ 32.89 11.14 4.66 4.67 34.85

1960-31 92.07 13.82 29.76 10.72 4.24 5.71 41.32
1981-82 93.82 14.25 26.69 10,59 3-83 6.73 47.58
1982-65 95.35 14.70 23.59 10.11 3-35 7.92 53.88
198^64 96.65 15.17 20.̂ 16 9.69 2.93 9.13 60*18
193M 5 97.69 15.64 17.39 8.09 2.30 10.40 66.49

Sougoei Govt, of the People’ s Republic o f Bsnnlado^, ghe txjo year
337fi:a^,jgRil% B,9S°^ y g  X9fflLl2aSHg. !A a u ir 'fo& ^Dacca, JtVjptaatlon control & ifamlly JbaormiiiG 2K.vi slon» 
Septenibor 1977-

Current PafflLly Planrdng ftyosPome io  q nultisectoral, 
Maternal and CMld health (NCH) based, coimanlty involved 
inte^ated famllT' planoing programe.

1.5.3 Evaluation of Fajnily Planning I^gpnane
Valid BOientific docunontation o f any rocm t chanoec 

o f fe r t ility  in  BangladeiSi would he eactra ordinarily d i f f i 
cult task. Available data suscest that the macnitudo of 
such fe r t ility  changes, i f  any, uould be ainiccule in
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coTi5>£UEigon to methodological constpointG asoociatJod \±th 
sampUiig, measureQcmt tedmiguLcs, statii?&ical confidence 
intervals and the fie ld  conduct o f fe r t ility  surveys.
35ven i f  real fe r t ility  ciisiieee were doconoatod, tho 
baTEieafB relating to correct intca^retation of saCh data 
in identifying the actual factors rGspon<rf.l>le fo r  these 
changes tjould he very substantial indeed. Because, thcTO 
are so many exogenous'factors working in  tho fie ld  and 
affecting the result. 3!he reproduction o f declining te r -  
t i l l t y  or the increased supply o f contraceptive methods 
cannot be attributed to explicit reproductive behaviour, 
unless the effect o f b iologica l and other involuntary 
variables and tJxe use o f different contraccption are iden
t ifie d  and ascertained*

!2he Banglade^ ffertility  Survey found that 9*6 per 
cent married and fecund women xvere practicing contracep
tion  in  1975. îJhe current rate o f corrtracoptive practice 
i s  estimated between 12 percent and 1? poroent o f e lig ib le  
couples^^. 3!heso figures are based on looldng at tho 
si:qpply position o f contraceptions in  the roe^ stern. But 
considering l^ e r i^ d  pressure to attain tho t£d?get and 
the financial benefit associated xdth higher niiriber o f 
clin ica l contraceptive acceptor, the guojstion o f inflLatod 
figures is  a matt^ o f debate. In mai3y of thcdr recently

24
‘ I

35 In  B a ^ a d e ^  Bpg.adeeh F erfcilitjjr Syrye?.
national Institute o f Population Heecorch Si Training, 
Dacca, June 1979j See also, Pisharoti, K, World Banic 
I!H.s^on, Dacca, 1978.
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conducted reseoroli soporks, CholGOPa BcocaScSi Laboratory 
( recentTOnamed as the Int^naationaX Centro for ZKLarr- 
heal Disease Beseardi) in  thdLr SemogropliLc Sonroillancc 
system -  Matlaib ot)sorted that fa lse reporfcinc? recjw it- 
ment o f unsuitable acceptors. Ladz o f intcroEjt In foUox: 
up and many other factors provided an unfavoureflble bias 
against the use o f contraception. !£ho nacnltude o f tho 
problem o f false reporting could never ho xaeacurod preci
sely. ahe UH Evaluation PBLsaLon  ̂ congiderod th is 'not a 
ma^or problem'• But the Evaluation Coixiittoe appointed 
by the govemmenb found considerable aiaount o f  misrepos^nc 
and fraud^* In one o f h is recent xjiitines. Head Cain^ 
also observed that the ma^oxity o f S'acd.ly V^lfare Assistonto 
(IWjaary level wcjoen fie ld  vjorkers liio arc ontaisted idth 
the duty to distribute contraceptives & foUou up medical 
referrals) are dra^dng thoir substantial salaries xdthout 
doing any work or, providing any service* liJhe problem, 
he fe lt , lie s  vdth the recruitment o f less qua3dfled 
persons in  some middle level positions.

25

36 United nations, Department o f Econocdcc and SodLal 
A ffairs, 1972, "Measures, P olicies and H?0{5?QnmeB 
Affecting F ertility , vdth Particular Bofc^nce to 
national S'amlly Planning I^gcam e” ,
Study« No.51, Sew Xork,

57 Alauddin, W 1970,^ a u ^ n ,  2 , gfl. 
fo r  E vaiu^on w  Family jatftfftan

Cain, Mead I .  1980, ’Bisk, F ertility  & Fandly 
Planning in  a Ban^adesh Village*, Studion in

H0. 6 . Jtme.
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Shus population psogranmie in  lik e mansr
otlier dovdloplng oountzies o f the viorld hao 1)00000 (xd- 
t ica l in  roofflit years* Unfortunatoly, tho fa a ily  planninc 
pjfosrainmo in  Bangladedi, like othca? dwolopinc oountasies

7t\
o f the world has not met tdth success esqpoctod-^* Side by 
side vdth family planning prooppaiime) aodicQl and health 
services have been considerably introduced into Banglade^. 
As a result, mortality rate has deollnod very i:5iaa?ply 
(flxnii 45.6 percent o f 1901-1911 to 29-7 porcont o f 1951-61 
and 19*4 percent o f 1961-7^)^* 2Ihe pjcoblon i s  C0n5)0und0d 
by the fact that there has been, as yot, no correspondinG 
decline, in  the birth rate (crudo birth  rate declined only 
froQ 53,8 per thousand o f 1901-1911 to 51.5  in  1951-^ and
47,4 in 1961-74)^'^. 3Ehe net result has been an Increase in 
population on land.
259 According to Bangladesh F ertility  Survey only 10 peopcent 

o f  currently mcj^ed v«>men \;ere practiEdnn contraception 
in 1975 (see, Ministry o f Health ^ d  Population Confe»l: 
Bangladesh fe r t i l it y  Survey, 1975).
Use o f p ills  floa  1976-77 to 1977-^ incrcaeed only by
44.3 percent, lU]) decreased by ^ .5  percent, ^ e r il is o -  
tion  decreased by 37.2 percent condota increased by 41.5 
percent, and use o f spermicidal docTGaood by 48.3 per
cent. !Chese figures con^axing to deoo^raphic targets 
o f table 3 indicates a very disappointinc picture. Sog 
fo r  exaiaple, KLt^orati, £• Wpp[>;id XEr.f2.on. Dacca 
197Q.

40 Government o f the Beople's Hepublic o f Bangladedi* 
£&ni^ry o f Planning. S t a t i^ c s  IJlviaion, Bangladesh 
Bureau o f Statijgtics, S tatistica l Pocket Book o f 
Bangladedi, 1978, p.95«

I I

41 S tatistica l Pocket Book of Bangladecli 1978» Ibid , 
p-95.

26
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Tho success o f survlce odented fGzaHy planning pro-* 
0ramo in  othes developing countxies o f the ^lovld i s  also 
not vexsr nudi enoousagLng. Id ttle  progress has been aolii- 
eved in  India, duxinB the last 13 Tears inspite o f her 
introduction o f sctrong famil7  planning progranmes at national 
level. For ossmple, the results o f the l^sore population

' 'study and the Bangalor population study give a disaal pic
ture* A oooparlson o f findings from the tijo studies revealed 
that the crude hirth rate recorded a deoHne o f 7*6 points 
in  tho rural h ills , 2*0 points in  rural plains, 4.3 points 
in  touQs and 2.6 points in  Bangalor c ity  over the pozLod o f 
long 24 yofjrs (1951-^975)» Ihese decUnes are snail in  
view o f the fact that the time lapsed i s  almost a generation 
and that the area has 'been the site o f an intensive fanlly 
plannine programe since the early 1960's* !Che reduction in  
general moxital fe r t i lity  x̂ as only 5 to 6 percent, indica
ting that a good portion o f even the small decrease in  the 
crude birth rate can be attributed to structural changes in  
the population.

42 Bxinivason* S; P.H. Beddy and S.N.I!. Baju, 1978, 
"ITroa One Generation to &03d;i Changes in  P erbillty , 
Fajsily Sise Preferences, & PcszLly Planning in  an 
Indian State between 19^ and 1975", 
gj3nlly__PlanninK, 7 o l.9 , Hoveniber lO -ITTp?
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Proa tho abOYe analysisy i t  appears that family 
plamiln0 io  a aeons and not an end in  itse lf*  Slow

I 1

pro£pK>ss in  the fie ld  o f fajoily planning or the re la c- 
tanco on the part o f people to use facdly planning methods 
i s  not the rosolt o f i^iorance or in accessib ility  o f 
contrraooptivo methods* Availsibillty o f modem contracep
tives may be a necessary pre-condition but not sufficient
conc^tion for affectins changes in  denographic trends* HadiiI'
i t  been the case, developing countaies with long histo3^ 
o f fcsnily planzdng, vrt>uld hove e^cpezlenced fe r t ility  
decline*
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1.4 liio Oontgal frtfelea o f the ftjeaent Study

I.A-.I A 7 ita l Issae
Our attontion is ,  therefor©, deverted to  a v ita l issiio 

relatiac to the question adverse e ffects  o f rato 
o f populatiooi grov/th on national econoia7  i s  not inducing 
suffiGient nuciber o f people in  Ban^^ade^ to restrict their 
fertiU ty? It  i s  not cozroct to say that parents o f the 
devolopins idorld and also those in  BangladeE î are ignorant 
about the traditional means o f fe r t ility  control, or they 
have no access to modem means o f fe r t ility  control, or they 
are to ta lly  unav/are about the consequences o f h i^  fe r t ility , 
or acting under iapetous and uncu3ft>ed passion, ^ u s , the 
guestion remains, vhsr inspite o f tbeir fu ll imo^jledge o f 
traditional mesais o f fe r t ility  control and in  the presence 
o f nodom means o f population control, fe r t i lity  i s  not 
chedced? Shis thed.s intends to ^ve a partial reply to 
th is giujstion* > >

It is  a recognized fact that societies are composed 
o f hoteroGonous 0K>up and cataQOiies o f individuals# 3!aefcco, 
de^res} asiarations and l i f e  eltyle o f a ll individuals are 
not uniform. Some people readily adopt modem practices, 
many others consoiously re;)ects them. Some need small 
fc o ilic s , tM lo many others need larce miiiber o f children 
they produce, iJio may even regard having large nuuiber o f 
children as advantageous and therefore they would not bo
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wjlHng to ZGSt3± ct tlisLr fe r t ility  even viieu the aodexn 
contraccpti^eo ase available* It is  often alleged that 
many paresnts in  the developing v’orld want large faiallles 
for cood & valid economic reai^ns*

Children in  most of the developine countries parfcioi- 
patc in  es^ n tia l hous^old maintenance \;oxks f3?0Q vesy 
early acje o f years and th is frees the adults to parti
cipate in laoro productive a ctiv ities. I f  these services 
vero not rendered hy cMldren, adults would find l i t t le  tins 
to devote to productive a ctiv ities. Heed for lare^ nuzsibor 
o f children i s  also ju stified  by the prevedline aGBlcultural 
eorstcd and sc^^stence econoniy o f the developing countries*
A fainily \dth large nmfeer o f children vdll he able to adiLove 
orBanisetional efficiency throu^ division o f labour and 
spedaHzation. A household vdth a greater mudber o f econo
m ically active metdbers w ill l>e in  a better position to dlvor- 
s ify  and exploit multiple sources o f income particularly 
when, the timine o f the peak opporfcunltleB o f different 
incooe oources coincide. Moreover, there i s  a cadi constra
in ts and portage o f labour duxing pealc agrlcu ltu i^  seasons. 
AgriculturRl operations must he carried out in  time, other
wise produce would he adversely affected. To meet th is demand, 
adequate labour input is  necesiSBiy in  tino. In the absence 
o f family labour, a household has to hire wage l^ ou r and 
for th is i t  may have to commit loan at an e:^03A>itant rate o f
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interost:. Even i f  loane v;g p © not connalttedi the money 
^ont fo r  lilrod labour could have been invested in  other 
a (^cu ltural Inputs fo r  h i^ e r  production* Again, wage 
labour reguire more supervision than family labour and 
w ill probstbly be loss e ffic ie n t. A vailability of 
nmabor o f ch ild r^  \]07&:qtb within the ovm household maScee 
suro of control o f o ^  labour so tiiat even the heaviest, 
nost aulniard or nogfc labour intensive a ctiv ities  nay bo 
carried out tdtliout having to wait for outside help or pay 
for i t .  I'lorecver, both direct and indirect cost o f raisinG 
children in  these sod ctie s  arc found conparatively low and 
children provide the best econoiaic support to their parents 
in  their old days and in  the days o f their calacdties*
S!hus in a society, where diildren are econoiaically useful, 
and the cost o f ra iling children i s  ninimun ( i .e .  there i s  
a transfer o f intergenerational flow o f vjealth from children 
to parents), h i^  fe r t ility  i s  a rational decision. S?hii3 
point has beon i-jell underscored by pearson com ittee in  
the fo llo tin g  tx>rdsi

"It nust be recognised that in  the developing v»rld 
many parents want large fs o ilie s  fo r  good and valid  econonic 
reasons, not because they are ignorant or improvident. In 
sudi eases, access to family planning infortaatioQ and fa ci
l it ie s  not mailce mudi difference. liQien child labour 
maJaes a considerable contribution to family income, and
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^ en  paronbs are dependent on a large fasaily fo r  protec
tion  and secuxity in  old aGe* there w ill be few Incentives 
to reduce fe r t ility  no natter xAat the social cost o f 
rapid population erot^h". (Pearson, Legfcer B. 1969
Partners in  Itevelopmenti Heport o f the Coraraisslon on 
International Development, Hew Torkt Praeger, p .197)*

1.4.2 Some Specific Questions
ti!!bUB, from the above disoueaion, the pattern o f fe r 

t i l i t y  hehewiour in  a peasant society can be better under
stood in  tiiich sodo-eoonoiaLc and cultural life -s ty le  o f 
people and other euxxounding circumstances direct the in 
dividuals to accept the large family pattern as a neccssaxy 
means to an end«

I t  is  on the back^cound o f the above thou^ts, the 
foUoidno questions are aslredt

1. ISiat motivational factors actually ^ d e  
the parents to deteininQ their fasiily size?

2. Can children contribute anything s ig a ifi- 
contly (either material or non-matexial) 
to increase the household production?

5. How the net positive return from children 
is  measured?

4. lo  viiat extent do old parents o f the
v illa ®  perceive children as econooically 
useful? A> Children serve as old age se
curity?

A ll such questions are relevant to the important 
issues developed earlier and the present study i s  desiGned 
in ^ch  a way as to give the answers to these questions*
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1-4,3 Major Objootives o f the Study
BeSose 00 in  detail to outline the thooretical 

fsanoxjorlr o f the study, and to deal vAth our Oiaplrical 
data, i t  i s  tjorthiMle to put the mâ Joa? ob;Jectives o f the 
resoarch at th is fit age vMch has boon developed flfon the 
earlier dd.sous3l(Xi.

Oonsiderins hieh rat© o f population grovjth in  the 
vTorld and Bangladesh in  particular, the study i s  desli3ned 
in such a vtxy as to focus the understandlnc o f key laotiva- 
tional factoro for having large mmber o f children in  the 
contest o f the people o f Huivarehar, a rural cocmuntty in  
BanGladodii and aa^s an attempt to detertnine the fe r t ility  
behaviour of parents at household level. Because, house
hold is  the bad-c econooic unit o f the sodoty and i t  re f
lects  the 3dfe-gtyle o f individual couples more accurately. 
Other inporbant issues o f the community such ae, desire 
for additional labour in  labour-ou^lus economy, problem 
o f uncertairdty under extrme povepfcy and the causes of 
reluctoncc to use modem contraceptives are examined In 
the of the value o f ciiildren concept, ®\;o important
assumptions are laade relating to  the behaviour o f parents
o f the £fbj(5y comnunity. (a ) Tho parents o f the comunity

1 '

behave rationally, and (b ) they attempt to nsodnise their 
satisfaction in their production, repTOduction and consun^ 
tion deci^on.
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On the backgcound of the above analysLsi the mador 
objoctlvos o f the dtudy aacr be gxouped under as foUovei

1* So identify  and explain the salient factors 
that affect the isicro-level detezminatlon 
o f fe r t ility  behaviour in  the rural economy 
o f Bangladei^*

2. To taeasure the net econooic value o f ch il
dren by consldezlng the relationship of 
mutual dependence beti^een parents and 
children, by assessing the cost o f raisinc
children, and by evaluatinG proper^ the 
extent o f parental control cover children.

5* 5?o identify  the intergenerational transfer 
o f resources and the est@at o f parental 
dependence on children during old age and 
in  times o f need both at perceived and ac^ 
tual level*

4. 3?o ascertain the u tility  o f children (both 
son coid dau^ter) by exibdning the attitude 
o f parents Cboth hui^and az:̂  ^ fe )  and old 
persons o f the village relating to children's 
behaviour, during parents l i f e  cycle.

!Che ob^Jectives outlined above are coioplementaxy in  
nature. iShey are intezselated. Because, the discussion 
o f one objective w ill not lead to  the saczifice o f the 
other. Horeover, the specific answer in  one area largely 
depends on the outcome o f the analytical uoxfe o f another 
area.

Building on th is introductory chapter, the follouing 
section deals xdth the organizational f̂ ane>x>rk of the 
study.

1 .4 .4  Orcadzational Tramevjork
Chapter 1 is  ^  introductosy chapter, x^ere the gcouM- 

;̂ ork o f the present study is  foaaulated.
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ChsQpter 2 deals vdLth peasants, peasant society and 
peasant node o£ production in  fe r t ility  decision %dtli 
e^edal xofovenoe to BanglAde^ econoiay. Ib is c^iaptes 
identi£Les the lootivational factors behind h i^  fertilit;>r 
particulas^Ly idth refer^ice to rural areas o f denrelopinc 
countzios and exandned the varLoue oateriaX and non-- 
Qatoriol soles o f ciiildren and tSxeir net econoiaic value 
in  the household.

Chapter 3 deals tdth the economic value o f dxLldren 
in  the dtudy of fe r t i lity  'behaviour. In th is chapter, the 
value of children has been explained at different levels of 
concoptuoliaation fo r  a clear understanding about the value 
azid co0t of cMldren. Other salient issues relevant to  
the study of econoole value o f children and fe r t ility  aro 
also discussed here.

Chapter 4 providos a cooprdiensive discussion on 
selection of 'Qie study vLllaee, procedures of data 
colloction  and types Of data employed in  th is study.

In chapter 5f l^e gocLo-econoiaic and demogr£ )̂hic 
characteristd.cs o f the study village are analysed idth 
en^OEjis on fe r t ility  pattern and d ifferen tia ls.

Chapter 6 deals vdth the major findings. I t  exani- 
nes the oatexial and non-material benefits and costs o f 
child boarins as perceived by parents o f various econoi3ic
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^ u p s  in  tho v illage. 2!h6 age at iM cb children o f elthes 
eex onter into productive a ctiv ities) the esftent o f their 
ixxvolvoQont in  h o u s^ ld  economy, tota l costs involved In 
roartng them, the volume o f intergenerational flow o f weolti> 
both ca ^  Eind Idnd, ses preference for aasLmising a tilit l^ c  
m i status o f xTOoen in  affecting the fe r t i l it y  decisions
etc* are e^Xored in  the o f the value o f GMldron

liconcept.
Chapter 7 ezaiidnes the role  o f children as old age 

security.
Chapter 8 gumesies the findings, points out the 

future rose^oxlx needs and provides policy guidelLnes*
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In ordox to understand the rationale o f ]3lf^ fe r t i l it y  
in  a peasant econoray, we must have a clear idea about the 
poaeanb society* It is  d ifficu lt  to interpret adeguatoly 
the rationale the secret o f h i^  fe r t ility  or to evaluate 
the econcnaie value o f ddldren sjaoag the rural poor in  
d0veloping countrLes, idthout reference to  the broader 
content o f the peasant mode of production, Shusf in  tlsis 
section, a short review is  made o f the peasantst the peasnixb 
^ c ie t ie s  and the peasant mode o f production in  rural South 
Asia idth particular reference to Ban^ade^ and uithin 
that contest the fe r t ility  behaidour o f the rural popula-

' ]'tion  be stibsequent3y ana^yaed*

a .i sgagabB;, r  ^  teHinTttwJi PftaaiUqB
lEhe tora peasant or peasantry have been used in  tho 

sod a l sciences fo r  the description and analysis o f a t ^ o  
o f rural society xMch is  distinguished by i t s  mode o f 
production,

/]
Ilstrs identified  the peasantiy as a class either 

csploited by landlords and rulers or as incipient capi" 
tgJists. Chayanov ,̂ also omployLng the data on Russian

57

1 liaTK, K. (1867), ghe Capital. 2). ICorr (ed ), London 1939*
2 Chayanov, A* 1925» Organizatedlya B2cest*YanskOEO Zhosysdstava*

^anslated as ,^9X7. ,9g ^POTT* t 3>anial
imomer, p.54-«
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pearsEUitxy, asoued tliat poasout ocooociy vac dLsbinct £sou 
capitaIi.E]b econoQiy and i t  cooXd not be analyzed in  toxcis o f 
the classica l factors o f pxoductlon, but he alvscrs re£oi3?od 
to tSie fsenll^ and it s  labous? as a unlt« Chasnaov's tlioocy
o f peasant economy with Its  eapliasLs on the dual role o f

ij

the peanant households as both a psoductlve and a consunp- 
tlv c ciTtmp Is  a valuable conceptual too l in  any situt^ o f 
peascaibo. Hbxe or lessf a similar tiyp® o f argonierit i s  l^dd 
dotm by tatcaiell^. In h is opinion, peaa-nt ooonotay i s  c3ia" 
ractoElsed by Suhedstance ifipoduction and production i s  OBaa?od 
to the fm lly*s customasy requirements* Here fa o ily  and 
production aro horaogoneous and peasant fam ilies work tooothca? 
fo r  it s e lf .  ' '

According to Wolf^« peasants have been dlfferentiatod 
from other rural people by some casiteri.a. !Ehe fact that 
peasants «a?e those tghose ultimate security and suibsietenco 
lie s  in  their having certain gle^ta in  land and gjgfats in  
Xaoil.y__lah<air -  but are involved, throu^ E l^ ts  and 
obligations) in  a ^ d er economic system %£dcfa includes tho 
partidpation of non-peasants* These characteristics iMcSi 
peasEtnt ^lare idth pxinitive agEicttlturiafc a > but not

ot ,sap ,̂taiAfft ^^@7 sppcqt
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5 HLtchell, JuHel, 197*1» Women*a Estate. Ponguin, 
Haanoadsijorth, p.157.

4 V olf, 1966, feasants, Prentice-Call, p .2.
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to dopond upon b is land «uad even upon fessLly labour in  
SOHO casoe» "but they ase not fovcdd to  rely  eololy upon 
those in  the lasft Instance• What the peasant share vdt3i

pt Xamere (thou^ not idth the piiiaitive ogpeLcul- 
tu3!L^) 1b h is in te n t io n  into a octaplax socia l gtxuctu2*c 
(^ca?acteiised by stratification  and econoaio dtfferentia?- 
tion . In faotj i t  i s  precisely the characterization of 
the pGaBantî r in  teims o f i t s  position relative to  other 
groups in  the ^ der social ay^em vM(& has particularly 
inport ant esplanat03?y value in  the analysis o f development.

^ 0  ooonociic circuQStanoes o f Banglade^i are sitailar 
to  those cfbserved in  a peasant society, l i f e  in  Banc l̂adedi 
is  at a hare subslstonce level and that econondc and douo- 
EpKiphic hohaviour irtsrsenins these conditions.

Agricultural production in  Ban^ade^ is  carrLed out 
at subi^stenoe level* Family labour in  most cases are usod 
in  the process of agricultural production. She maxicetable 
susplus in  case o f a vast majoslty o f producers is  a myth. 
Utiat most producers in  Bazigladedi s e ll i s  not real marlce- 
table surplus, but the forced majScetable surplus or the

I I
surplus created compulsorily out o f the given produce in  
order to meet the pressing claims.

About 53 percent of the rural households in  BangladosSi 
are landlessi and another 33 percent are marginal to  
peasants t-n.th holding upto 5 acres. Of the rest, eibout 6

I li

percent are hy and large subsietence peas^mts v£th holdings
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o f 5-6 acres and the areaaining 8 perccnt are in  the sua?pliis 
cataGOCPŷ , The top 8 percent operate aboat 45 percent i f  
tlio tota l cultivated land. 21x07 cltg the rural povei>-olitos«

I

JLc roGoxds the bottom 86 percent, most o f thorn are a.t below 
sub si stone© level®, 3!hey are the absolute poor. IChair 'ba&ic 
needs relatine to  food, clothlne, shelter, medical c«a?e ©vC, 
are not mot and they are bound to the snail minority of 
Qorpltis formers in  unequal and CDiploitive re la tio n ^ p s .

a.2 Chaiacteri.Mia.on o f Peaaant Society
In the present day vx>rld, a di U n ction  can be mado 

between the yra-taan«ltl.nn«l flnntntv. tMoh i s  cbarsctexlsod 
b7 gfcablQ Iilia i fe r t ilit y  idtb that o f  the poat trannttlorial 

one. tiii<Sh is  characterised by a fe rtllit:? ’ ilecline. In the 
former, no net economic Gain vAll occur to the faoLly fim  
l0T30r fe r t ility  level and th is sodoty  i s  characterised by 
net vtoolth flows f5?oia younger to older generations. VCieroas 
in the la tter, econoiDic rationality dictate lovjer fe r t i lity  
at family level and the net wealth flows in  that society is  
ftom oldcsr to younger generation. Peasant; society id l l  fa l l  
in  the former catagoiy.

5 UBAIB and Bancladedi Bureau of Statifltica: ghe land 
OocmgaacT Barge? o f BaaelMledi. Dacca, 19V7.

6 ^ihou^ some o f the households be guite well o ff  
bocousG o f their involvement in  non-farm a ctiv ities 
and professions o f various ld.nd6«
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SevoraX cxitezioii masr be used fo r  dotezcd.nLns ^jbetlior
, I

the tota l society o f a given coimta^, nation os leir@e
ii

colomial area Is  to be taJsan as a peasant society. A ll 
thoso Qust be satisfied  before an entire economy of a G v̂on 
counts^ can be temed peasant*

The f ir s t  two criteria  relate to  production and \iai:l±nn 
Q!hey are intended to help distinguish peasant 

society froQ post-^ansLtional one, whether capitalist or 
socia list. In a peasant society, rou^ily half o f the tota l 
population m st be agi^cultural, and more than half o f the

' I

ijorking population must be engaged in  agriculture* Xn a 
Tjord, to be teamed peasant, a society must be prlnarily 
QC^culturol* In a ca p ita l!^  or a so d a lis t ^ ate xjhich 
has been industrialized, there may remain thousands or even 
mUHono o f peasants, but we would no loneer apply the tcra 
*Poaaant* to  &ich a asslety, taken as a itiole. OJhe quegtion 
ijould rather become one of the peasant geotor in  a norir» 
j3jsimant__flQ.ciet3r: the setting viould then be d ifferent, and 
a different level o f analysis would be reguirad*

Ddho third ci^terion requires the exLstsnoe o f a ^ ca t
II

majo:^Lty o f people in  e3Ctended fam iliest where tho modes o f 
production i s  M.n^ased« She t̂ n̂ e of farxLly, mtxilded by 
pca£5onfc mode o f production, largely a ffects their fe r t ility  
deciolons*
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The fourth cxitexlon i s  the Bural oafean 96ParatiQn>
Vc do not consider an econotuy to  be peasant, unless i t  
coatdLns a sl^aiflcanfc mnibor o f tom s nith a definite 
pattom of ia*an Uf© quite different fpota oountiy aide*

as a ro u ^ , quantitative indication, IPhQaaeĝ  mcdn- 
tained the view thacb the tota l u^an population diould 
esaount to  at least half a taiiaion persons; or altejsiatlTGly, 
that at least 5 percent of the entire population o f a £^ven

i I
cooirbi^ rosident in  tom s.

She fifth  cxiterion i s  the u|n[lt o f nrodugtloa. In 
peascnt cconooy, the typical md most representative tmlts 
o f production are the peagaat ŷ>ufl^olda« feascsnt
housobolds form the basic nuclei o f peasant society* A 
peasant household usually pxovides the vjcrk tesia o f  t^c 
fam , tM le the fam s activ ities are geared mainly to î iro- 
ductdon o f the basic consumption needs o f the feoily*

Peasant households, in a majoxity o f cases cond.st o f 
blood relcctives o f two or three generations* Hoî jever, the 
Jh^cdc detezminant o f household medbership was not a blood 
t ie , but to ta l participation in  the l i f e  o f the household 
or as the Buss!an Peasants put i t  ’’eand.ng fcom the coomon 
pot”^* Shis unity implied} living together under the autho
r ity  o f a patriarchal head* Consequently, one who joined
7 SSiornor, Daniel, 1962, 'Peasant Economy as a Catacpry in  

Bcoaoedc histoay*, in  peasant and peasant sod o ties ,
, ii odlted by iCheodor Shanin, pp*202«218*

IXhsoranov, A. 1925, SSL* P*54»
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tho hoasoliold throu^ meccxiaso or adoption was con Adored 
a neidber lAth fu ll JdL^tst iM le a son o f the fandly vjbo 
set up a household on hLs own vlet^ed as an outsider*

She peasant hous^old operated aa a h i ^ y  oohosl^ 
urAt of social organisation, ^ th  Ijaedc division o f labour-, 
authority and prestige on ascsLhed family lines* GensrajU'̂ ’', 
the head of the household was the fstthcr o f the faiaily or 
the oldest kin meoiber* HLs authority over other meoLbers and 
ovor household affaips hy peasorrt; custom implied both auto
cratic xif^ts and eistensLve duties o f care and protoction.

Voaon in  ipLte o f their heavy burden of le3>Qur (both 
household and fie ld  work), and their functional importance 
in  a peâ toet; housoholdf vrere con^dered second-rate citisono 
aiid nearly always placed under the au13iority o f a male. In 
traditional peasant households, son i s  glvan much preferonco 
th£Bi dauj^ters^ and male l^ ou r i s  considered more valu^le 
than fm ale laboar4

S!he sliith and Unal ciitorlon  i s  the e:dstGnce o f T±dk 
and imcerttaintv in  peasant society. Sature introduces an. 
eloam t o f Chance factors beyond human control %dlth 
a ll the peasant comunity i s  faced Har^onal faasaers in  
peas:^t societies are always confronted with 3̂ ^  and unr> 
cert;ed.nty« In tituss o f distress or h a rd ^ p , suc& as, crop 
fa iluro, pooa? harvest, flood  & cyoltne death of eaznin(s 
moQbor of a faiaily or destitution in  old a©e, the absence 
of any eandng male member in  the facdly enforces the 
maj03^ty o f marclnal farmers in  peasant society to se ll
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a portion of taieir landed propeity* Cain^a  ̂ observed tliat 
“otaiOE tIAnsB "beins ©gual, farailios mth aaallor holdinGS 
aad fo\Tcr ablo-^odied males in  peasant societies arc leos 
ro^H ent and more at o f enduring loss in  times o f 
hard^p* 33iU0, in  order to Spread liiaJSs fo r  their o;jn 
safety, and to ensure a sfceady income stream» marginal faa?‘-

I'

mors in  peasant societies always want increasins labour 
maifeet participation by tbeir family members"* 3!he decio- 
GTa^Mc composition o f the f£snily, thus, i s  an ic^ortant 
factor in  nediatine the e ffects  o f econoaiio crLsls. 2!he

-I , ■(

perva^veness o f z i ^  in  the peasant society and i t s  divoroo 
couroc, undoiibtedly creates an incentive fo r  larger faraLlics* 

It  nay be aa^^a^zed that zu>t a d-ngle one o f t^e 
above factors u iu ' suffice to determine whether or not a 
givon society i s  indeed a peasant society. A ll these fea
tures mu0t be fouzid too th e r  and mu0t relate to t^e economy 
o f a xiiolo country.

Banclede^ i s  one of the most densely populated rural 
countxlcs of the \«orld. China i s  36 times larger than 
Bazi{̂ £tdesh in  geographical areat but in  population i t  i s  
only iO times bigger* India i s  ^  times larger in  ^ se  
than Ban^ade^. But population o f In<Ea is  only 6 times 
h i^ e r  than Banglade^. Crowded in to a country, of 142 
thou^ind i^lometers, Ban^ade^ coxztains 90 m illion people;

JW-
I

9 Cain, Ilead 1980, *BiBk, F e ^ lL ty  and Family Planning 
in  ii Ban^^ei^ 'Vills 
Plannine, V ol.II, H6<
in  ii Ban^^ej^JVi^age*, puCbli^ed in  studies in  Family

June*
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over 80 m illion o f then live  in  the oount]^ sido. Tho 
patteam o f asd  cultural economy o f the countiy i c  di«>- 
ractezised by subsLgtence farming, arising out o f a 
heavy preesure o f population on land tMc2i i s  refloctoid
in  the veiy loi?-land?-iaaa-ratio'̂ ® (defined as not oovffi

\

area to male agficultural labour) i t  has. Ihe preaoure 
has resulted in  an out dated land tenure system, chronic 
unemployment and under-eanployment o f a ^ cu ltu ra l labou
rers & continuous fragmentation o f holdings*

Agriculture i s  the most important sector o f the 
oconomy o f Bangladesh* I t  provides eioployment to 7^ 
percent of the population o f tjorfclng age i« e . 10 ycarss 
and above and accounts for 3  ̂ percent of national Incoao 
and 76 percent o f country’ s foreijji exchange eoininGs.
Itore than 80 percent o f population in  lijbour force^"* 
d irectly or indirectly depends on aSPiculture. Horo 
asset culture production by esctended family menfiboro aro 
carariLed on mainly to feed the members o f the family. 
Pazming on commercial basis is  almô rt non e x ist^ t in  the 
countiy, !Ehe pattern o f rural social organization at the 
loca l level is  in tricate. People scattered throuf^ vari
ous horizontal Isyers o f landholding classes are bonded
10 In 197^, 92 percent o f population o f Bangladedi lived 

in  rural areas. Agricultural output increased by 29 
percent and land-man-ratio declined at the coii^und 
rate o f -1,̂ *6 percent and rural population incroasod 
by 55 percent duadng the inter-censal period (1961-7^) •

11 It refers to a ll population over 10 (ten) ;^ars o f age, 
©Dtoloyed in  any gainful profession. Housexdves and in
active persons are excluded £com labour force.
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together, eoaetiiaGs gtxongPLyt sometliaes casaall;^, into 
Groupings o f several different kinds. S in ^ p  t ic s  at 
eoTorol lere ls  emaacSi and intern help to distribute the 
burden of r i ^ .  Xhe nuclear and patrilinearly ccctonded 
fassilj i s  the,basic social and ecouoiaic unit o f Bano âdoata 
Gocaety, Even those i;ho live  in  physically nucleated 
hoas^oldG hove foraal and informal contacts and t ie s  xdth 
their fam lliec o f  origin and they live  in  physical pro:dL- 
o ity  vdth each other.

Landless IsLbourers are occupying very ii:^ozta!it place 
in  pxiasant society o f Bangladei^i Sbey are ^jorltlnc in  
land dther an wage earners or as ^are croppers. Share 
croppers or v/age oasmess have l i t t le  or m> interesb in  
the produce o f land. Shis lack o f interest contslbatc
greatly for the law productivity o f our fsrm la3x>ia?cr£3.11

Tho apiculture productivity in  Ban^adesSi ronudned
more or less sffeagnant over a long pertod"^^. Even to-day,
the per capita production o f foodgpains are mch louer"*^.
12 Tor detail, see Hossain, Mahbub, 1981,‘ “ “ - . . -  - . ‘ i. in stitoto  o f
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msudeveloping s^conoaies, 'i'ols^, T.K.7. secies Ho.85; pp. 5-9#
3!he Author in h is book e^m ated the trend rate o f groi^th 
in  the production o f r ice , the sin ^ e laajor source of food- 
grain in  the counts^ (vhich constitute 80^ o f the cropped 
area during 1979/80; and found the production only 2.2 per 
cent per annum o f vMdi 0.9 percent came ftoa acreago ex
pansion and 1.5 percent froQ ^foivth o f productivity o f land.

15 Ĉhe secular decline in  per capita production o f foodf^tdns 
can be estimated from the daaa?ply risine trend in  the imports 
o f foodprains to meet the ©eowing domestic demand. Tho average 
yearly imports o f zlce «nd liieat was only 25 thousand tons in  
1948-50 period, but i t  rose to 0.5 m illion tons in  1960-62 & 
further to 1.0 m illion in  1969-71* Beccnt iq?orbs o f rice  and
wheat (average o f 1976/77 to 197 /̂BO) i s  running 1.6 m illion 
tons, vMch is  about 11 percent o f l^e domestic requirements. 
The population m wth is  estimated at 2 .6  pcarcent per anmqto 
during th is period.
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She aaia causes r e ^ n s lb le  fos tM s l&v jicldG  per aero 
ore almost uniform as those obserred in  a peasant sod.d:7 .r 
Shese are natural (crop fa ilu re« drau^t, poor laorvodtt

< I
flood & cyclone or badly distributed ra in fa ll), coonoznic 
(surpluB ferm population, problea o f supply o f is^roved 
seeds, manureŝ  fe r tiliz e rs , inplements, insecticidCG, 
pesticides e tc .) and socio->cconoiiiic (conscrvatisci, cn ti- 
guated organisation, lack o f incentives and deoLro to 
produce more because o f prevailing land t^iuro ^c^ea and 
EjkmmesD in the land distribution) in  nature. I2hus the 
economy o f Ban^ade^ is  largely traditional peasant in  
character xdLth a small industrial base , A dmmjly se
ttled  population"^^, sroi'jing rapidly over the last fev; 
decades , depending heavily on agdculture, meE ĉs l i^ t ly

47

14 Sectoral shares o f (HXP at constant (1973-75) prtces 
x̂ as calculated as 10.3 percait in  case o f indnstry 
in  1979/79 (provisional)* o f \Mch the contssibution 
o f large sc^ e industry uas 5*9 percent and of 
small scale industry 4.4 oercent (see, GovoroaGzit o f 
the People's Republic o f fiangladedi, ^Enistry o f 
Planning, S tatistica l lEvision, S ta tistica l Podrct Book 
o f Ban^ade^, 1979)*

15 As per 1974 Census, d «isity  o f population, per sguare 
mile in  Ban^adesh including river i s  12B6.

16 Sec table 1.2.
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vdth a hasardoas ^ tu ra l envlronmerrt, Inportazxt; opp02>- 
tuoitleB for indudtzial gso;^li exLsrt, but bocouoo o f 
economic domindQce o f agEieultiu?e, axŝ  hope o f C£ii;dd

I

chanee necesseOElly rest on ppoGreos in the rural sootor,

She consoaption deteinaliied alms, the traditioiLal 
ncthodc o f psoduction, the use o f fatally labour, the

\ * Ilou marketability o f the product, deslro for son and
i

children*8 l^ ou r coutxibutioii to household economy made
It

the peasant household in  Banglade^ a production unit 
very different from a rational ca p ita li^  enterprise.
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2.5 PdosaHts Hade o f in duction  and

A comunity may have more than one mode o f prodziotion 
ond each mode has it s  relation \dth the production, Pcatsant 
societies are moved hy fam ilial modes o f production ifiida 
usually refers to IsLn-^ased production between rolcitivoo.

2.3.1 nodes o f Produc^on in  Peasant Societies
In peasant sodeties* modes o f production are pixnrided 

by aocietal nomLa. IShose norms are nothing but dGciaion 
oaJdng^ae9̂ p|n̂| - vMch are important in  both oconoiaic and
doiwgraphxc areas. H i^  fe r t ility  in  peas: nt aodetios can 
not be understood idthout having aiiy knowledge o f iiatezial 
benefits srising from ead reprodiiotlon in  peasant
faniOy,

In the areas o f fe r t ility , there are a sexies o f d e d - 
oions (sudi asi pre-iiiaa:ital sex, the practice o f proHocszital 
contraception, whether marriage takes place, the aes at 
marslage, the frequency o f se^oial relations durine aazsia@e, 
the practice o f contraception duiriLng maxsiago, the pccactice 
o f s3>ortion during and after marriaso e tc«), tMch nay 
influence fe r t ility . In peasant sod eties  some o f thoce 
deddon s arc la r ^ ly  or aloosrt; uhoUy dedded by pcaesons 
bcTond the conjugal paid. Usually parsnts dedde upon 
raarriage and upon the age at vMch i t  ^dll occur. Thc  ̂
decide î jhether fe r t ility  xdll be controlled, and they often 
influence the level o f se^ a l activ ity .

49
I
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In fa ct, contraception i s  not unJmom to any peaoant 
fan ily in  South Asia. Some eceo practicing contracoption, 
i f  faadly td^ed i t  and others are not. ICho tvnn o f f^nilsrt . I
largely a ffects their fe r t ility  decision. Ptohobly, tlac 
^ oat majority o f adults in  extended seo no
in  restrictine fe r t ility .

2.3.2 Sstended iazailies
In rural areas, a s l0Qi£Lcant nuclbor o f people s t i l l  

livG in  extended fanilies^^. Ih© Taotives to live  in  close 
proidoity o f relatives has been developed either froa the

11 I
nutuol obligation o f f i l i n g  the disaster or fron jo in t
Icoid ovmership or from conraon flLnancial oblicationo. 2?hooo
charactead. sties 0O far to explain hoxv the peast nt ococooy
uorks and how and uby i t s  fe r t ility  raaoins h i^ .

It  is  usually hypothesized that the estended fam ilies
or jcin t household j^tmietures prontote h i^  fe r t i lity  than
the nuclear faioilies. Sociologists like Loricicr. Davis
and Blalce uphold th is ^ew . The argunents usually advanced
hy them aret

i )  !Ehe extended fam ilies tend to motivate and 
support early aarriage and thus hig^ lovoln 
o f overall feaitility;

i i )  tCho financial and physical burden o f reaning 
children is  shared by others in  the house
hold} and

50

17 In th is study, o f a ll households 78.50 percent are 
nuclear, BupplGoented m clear and sub-nuclear in  
structure, c ^ y  17.75 percent o f a ll hous^olds aro 
^oint in  structure x .e . contain more than ono 
narxied couple.
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i l l )  Couples ore ootlvated to  have theis oim dtatas 
in  the houeehold.

ii
Horoover^ tte older decision melcers in  osctondcd £a- 

□ ilie s  correctly see no advantage accurlng to thcnselvcs 
from their children and child in-lat^ restzictinc; th d r  
fertility#  iChey perceive advantages from cMldrcn in  
their traditional aedcultural syeftem and thus act accor
dingly.

Traditional AgcLcultural Sy^em
2!he traditional agricultural cyst era, seasonality in  

agdcultural crops and snail land holdings arc tho c2aa- 
ra cteristlc features o f peasant households in  mo^ parts 
o f south Asia and that o f Bangladesh In particular. Ê!he 
nature o f agricultural system ju stij^  large nuEjbor o f 
dxlldren in  peasant hous(^lds to diversify and exploit 
multiple sources o f Income, particularly when tho tiialng 
of the peak opportunities o f different Inoomc sourcoo 
coincide.

!She avallabilLty o f a large and quickly mol>i3i.s;od 
labour force i s  o f particular importance durinc tho peak 
farming periods, \lhen entire family including oven the 
young children from the ages o f seven is  employed in  
different a ctiv ities . I t  is  at su6h periods that tho 
advantages of many children is  manifest to a ll.
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Horeover, duxing tho peak aedoultuval oeai^at a 
Iioas^old has to hire v;a0e labour in  the absenco o f fan lly  
labour* But v^a  ̂ labour generally requires more supervi
sion than faoiily labour and vi.ll probably bo loss of£Lcd.ent« 
Over and stbO'TBt tnore children in  a peasant econooy i s  
ti£Led on the ^ u n d 'th at in  case o t  any eooroont cd.tuation, 
most av;ki;ard or modt labour intensive aoti'vltics can bo 
sueoeesftiUy cozried out vdthout 'bjaiting fo r  outddo labour.

Children are not burden to  peasant households. Peasants
tdlth large faiaLlies do not ro0 » t  htjving them. 2hcy vdth
oany children hardly ever begin to think they should have
had fev;^ (diildren. !Do peasants« children are potential
sources o f cheap labour. She greater the nuoibor o f childreai
a farmer has» t^e easier and gu lc^ r ho cultivcctes h is fan>-
landsi because o f the availability o f reliable sources o f
cheap labour. Xoung concluded from his study o f a Chinese
village* "When a son is  bom , even to a poor fcaaily, he i s
not looked upon as scxaeone who xdLll further divide t^o
fa o ily 's  land, but as one vih.o >dll add to i t .  Uhen a cocond
son i s  bom , the parents do not iTorry that their fajzdly piece
o f land vdll be divided into two parts. Instead, they hogln
to hope that \Sxen their sons are grovm up, one \dll be a
hired labourer, another a nason, and they vd ll eom not
only their own liv in g  but add f i f t y  doUers or so to the
13 Tang, Hartin, A Chinese Villagei Saiton, ^ontunn 

ftpovlnce, Klegan Paul, 5Jrench & TrUbner, London, 
p .84.
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family evezy yeor* In tvjo or tihree years they can "buy 
one more mov o f lajad xdth their BCiVinge. Thus, iSxaa tho 
parents are old , they ;dJll he hetter o f f  than they ca?o 
now", * "

A large family is ,  therefore, considered as an ocono- 
ndc asset in  peasant sodety^^. A peasant uLth a lorj^  
nuoLber o f children is  thus identified  as a succcsg£U1 nan, 
and is  usually thou^t to have a potential for ever cycator 
ouccess. !£hU8, in  a large family neither the daildren nor 
the parents are embittered sLnoe they uorlc and eat together.

2 ,5.4  Children’ s Worlswlnputs to Houscihold ftroductlvity 
In peasant societies, the micro-eoonomic theory of

I \

fe r t ility  recogilzes'children ’ s vjork input to  household 
productivity as a factor influencing the fe r t ility  heliaf- 
viour o f parents. Children's t-’ork input to  household 
productivity includes not only the laObour contribution of 
children, hut i t  also includes the consamptioa enalitarjonlm  
and and ac-ce.afl of: jadldren t.a (Afferent. .s^CTlcQfl.

53

19 In Barkat's (Khuda-e-Barkat, 1 ^ ) ,  Study over t\jo^ 
tMrd of a ll respondents wore in  favour o f five ch il
dren. Over 74.5 perctait males and 61 percent o f females 
fe lt  that for a person having less than 0.5 acres, i t  
was s t i l l  useful for him to have a large nuclbcr o f chil^ 
dren. In the present study, more than ^  perccait o f 
narents firom a ll economic class, excluding cconooic class
5 and 6, gave their opinion in  favour o f 5 or raorc d&il- 
dren, and 68 percent o f parents fe lt  that a nan xdLth less 
number o f children is  poor.
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Q3iq omaimfc o f work done by childroii, the Idnd o f xjoa?k 
done etc. Increase family inoome sad give real ploacm» 
to parents* In peasant societies« cMldren laake direct 
aevterlaX contribution to household econoioy from thoir viay 
early ages. !Qielr contribution o f services to hoaneliold

(

mfdntenance ta ^ s  also £ree the adult menders to psirtici- 
pate in  toore productive a ctiv ities outside hoao. !£huo, the 
direct material contribution o f children to the housdiold 
cconoc^ along vdth the contxibution o f services in  tiDo 
coneoialns tasks o f svjeeplne, fetching water, uafMng, ch ild - 
oindlng etc. support h i^  fe r t ility  in  a peasant socdoty.

In peasant societies, cost o f raising childron i s  also 
fa ir ly  low. Hei?e the co ^  o f  raising children i s  ccncisallyi 
distributed or ^ared by the meraibers o f the ©stended fcaaily 
on the one hand, and there i s  also Tainlmuia deniand fxnn 
children, on the other.

I t  has been realised that the standard o f coiaforts in  
villages i s  relatively lo-i and the demands o f children on 
their parents are lainiittal. Children, In a^rartan sociGties, 
rarely aek for oOTe than their parents can ead.ly afford- 
Qhildren are often reared to fOllou their parents in  £os^ 
Tsing i f  pai^nts arc not capable o f sending them to  school. 
Econometric analysis o f fe r t ility  in  a few less developed 
countries have demonstrated stgoificant negative coEisela- 
tion  between child-labour force participation ’tjith child

5^
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odiooUog. It Is* therofovo, evident that instead o f 
sending thelv (Mldren to school, parents used to  send 
then in fam ing® , ihe children by their om concsLderaiblo

HoJVA
labour contrlhutions not onlŷ  ̂their keep but also help to

I ' l l
buy the foundation o f their mm future.

In agrarian eoonomy, the cost o f food s ta ff io  the 
Qa;}or cost that parents incur in  rearing up their cldldSTex)̂  
Young children from the age o f scfvon months begin to hove 
their mother*s cdlfc supplemented vdth a sniall quantity o f

I '

3ri.ce. IQie staple food stuffs îhich adults eat ore r ice  or 
Tlieat, talcen id.th pulse, fish  sind vegetables. Thom itooc 
arc usually produced by the rich faraerf} in  th d r  £c*3xx and
thus cost only the labour input iMch i s  regarded ac cos-f
ting virtually nothing. In oases o f landless prrGiito, the
cost o f food stu ffs is  conslder^ le. Because, in  that case,
they are to purchase these items £pom the market. 0?ho cost
o f clothing and accomodation for children does not conijtitute
any problem* Toung children are found to use the clotaaes o f
their elders. However, the demand for clothes crou for those
children viho attend school or reside in  to\m  for hl[^er edup-
cation or engage in  some trade over there, CJhildren used to
live idth their parents in  thdlr om homestead until thoy
are old enou^ to estab li^  independent households. !Cho
(question of e sta b li^ n g  indep^dent household aSiises, just
20 In the present study, about 42 percent o f msle cIiildrcBa 

and 7̂1 percent o f female children are found not atten
ding school vdthin the age group o f 5-21 years o f age*
]?or detail, see table
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after the maZTiage o f <±ildzen. E2:peiidlturc on nedLciiio 
b7  par^ts in  raising o f  children i s  also not sutbdbontial 
in  peasant society, vjkeve hospital fa c ilit ie s  are fov; and 
far between. In villages, babies are mostly delivered by 
loca l traditional inidxdves and Taedicinee are supplied by 
loca l ungtialified doctors and . As villages ore less
developed, thcirefore people m et rely  on traditional 1oi;gt 
co£3t health sexrvieos*

I

!E!hus, in  a situation, where the cost o f rainLng dhildren 
is  laininiuiQ and children are found econoiaically useful, under 
such circum^anccs, i t  i s  very lo ^ c a l firoa the point o f 
viev; o f parents to have many children*

Childreuj |are also seen as a source o f pov;<ap and social 
prcdJige in  a peasant society. Engagement o f cldldron in  b ig

*
posts and responsible government services increaced tho social 
and p o litica l power o f parents.

2. 5.5 ftpeference fo r  Son
In traditional agrarian societies, particularly in  

Patriar<^al societies like Ban^adei^ satisfactions dcxived
ppftom having children i s  esqpressed in  preference o f oon*^ In

21 Haldm is  a person v?ho used to sapply traditional types 
of medicine to villagers. His medicines are usually 
prepared firom loca l hexft>s, ^e;rt>8 and jungles.

22 In Baifkat*s (Shuds^e-̂ sCPkat 1978) study over 97 pc3?cent 
o f a ll respondfflits fe lt  souw for a man tilth  no son. In  
the present stu4y» 90 percent o f parents fron landless 
class 1 and 2, 82 percent from econotaic class 5 and 80 
percaat respectively fjfoa econo^c class 4,5 end 6 o<|u- 
a lly  fe lt  the u tility  on sons.
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sach societies, sons are considered important for iaa::lcd- 
Edng economic, social and re li^ on s  u tilities*

In rural households, a strong preference fo r  oonc 
has heen ot> served in a ll sections o f the population. JEho 
h i^ e r  value placed upon oonc than dau^tero oxLdob not 
only from the assumed economic advantages o f sons to
poronts hut also from considerations o f re li^ ou s  and

(

social prestige. Continuity o f the family name i s  ovor- 
laielmlnsly the most frequently cited reason fo r  uanting a 
Tjoy, Old age support end various types o f econoizlc and 
practical help are also often dted^^.

A married vomen achieves a h i^ e r  position in  the 
household only after the birth o f a son, and cotiploo xjith 
aany sons are admired. Ihe prevalance o f a doi-jry sydbGa, 
is  to some extent, responsible for the dislike o f feciale
children. Because o f the strong desire for sons, a high

ii ,

pi?oportion o f 'I'jomen continue to progross to hi{^er porlties 
until the preferred number o f  sons ojLt ac^eved.

Thus, the preference o f one sex over the othea? load 
to hi£^ fe r t ility  both at individual and societal lo v d .

57

25 In the present study, in response to a specific ques
tion , the respondents were a^ed to  state, tho reasons 
as to ’ viiy sons are more useful to thsa, than dam^tero*? 
35 percent o f parents from a ll economic classeifelt that 
sons are useful because they provide old age Decm*Lty; 
19*4 percent gave their opinion that sons prooorvo fa
mily name; 18.3 percent fe lt  sons as econoiaic asset;
17*2 percent fe lt  the economic assistance o f sons in  
times o f need and the remaining 10 pcroent cond.derod 
that gLrls add economic burden to the family at the 
time of marriage.
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2.3-6 Old-uGO SecaariLty

ObildVQa £ive also eeea as a m em s o f  oocii-i3. eseouslljgr, 

5Si©y ore the l>eBt oourco o t  support; to th e ir pca?csi&£5 In  

th eis old doers and In  the dc!̂ s o£ othos oalcctiticn** 

oxo QKpeoted to talce over the teu^ of ix>sidLnc on  th3I'
f&gollsr fanas, and to psovido food smd support; fo r  tszois* 
parents vSxoa they esQ no loneeflP Gt:^port thotagolvr5C^»

CMldron are ospeoted to holp their pctrcKtn I f  tho 
la tter fa l l  slok, lose th d s  eciployciient, fa l l  in to ddst 
or foce other fonao o f oisfortano. Shis Is  onci o f the 
fISDegt eleaents o f the pere3xt-<hlld hood; the cldid vmat 
tsbtmd hy i t o  parenbn under Tdrtually laay drcaasfesicoG, 
and “Vice versa.

J)au^ter£i also provide isuppost fo r  th eir pcccsztc 
indixeotly. !Eho pormte oen ca ll on tihe eerelccc o f  
their dau^ters hudbeoid and h is fonilly in  tine o f accd« 
IShis i s  tdie a ffina l link that i s  laocjt £reQaoD.tly c^q^loitod 
in  our society, ^kwoovest̂  maScLed daoj^t^o froQ ii^tly 
'btdns food for their old paresets, fo r  thoci aod t^ia 
thsia durlag siekness*

5a

24 In the present study, *the ro le  o f children as old 
as® secioity* ’̂as caalysed, in  datcdl* in  7,
by talcing a sas^le o f 77 elderly persona o f tSio 
-villaee. Sevesaty si:  ̂ percent o f the elderly 
adsitted that they reoe&ve aoney ost fiLnanciel 0Dd.iy 
tanoe recularly £son. thoir diildren ii3?sc;?ccfcivo o f 
la th e r  ^ e  ohildren are rcsLdLng in  the ^ H ocp  os 
in  the toim :dth or lithoat spouse*
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Studies in  have govm. that "people do have
alternative sources o f material support, includinc aoicJi" 
hours, slhlings, other relatives, and, in  soae caDOG, 
Government pensions. Hovjever, one's own ohildron oso un- 
quostionally the preferred source o f support, lEirsely 
i t  i s  not sLmply the material contribution involvod, but 
also personal relations, and particularly the parsrrt-c^ld 
bond".

Parents prefer large nuidber of children, bccause. they 
understand that a ll children may not be loyal to thora-, liion 
they approach old-age. Some cihildren may die and cone nccr 
move away.

However, oomparinsthe actual partidpation o f children 
in  either materially productive tasiks or household oervices, 
the eoonoa£Lc assurance vM<^ children provide ac^^st inso- 
ou iity in  peasant society i s ,  considered as the no0i; impor
tant factor affecting the fe r t ility . But, i t  should be 
rcaaeobered that i t  i s  not only security in  old age that is  
a support fo r  h i^  fe r t ility , but the desire to have, throutji- 
out one's l i f e ,  a cohesive social unit to  provide a fooling 
o f assurance in  ^neral, and a Ailfilm m t o f l i f e ,  aso the 
pdae factors supporting h i^  fe r t ility .
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25 Hull, Valeri© J. 1977, "Social and Econooic Support for 
h i^  F ertility  in  Peasant CoamunitieBi Gcaaeral Xnraios 
Emer^^ from ispecific Resoej?oh” , In t;b.gr!SfcPfiqTalQ,

Caiiberra* 'ilie Au^ralian National tfcavcrcaty, 
Department o f DemofjPaphy, pp.2^1-250.
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2.5*7 Higti Infant and Child Horballty
In the peasant eociotieo, infant and cM ld norta-

is  con^dored on lapoitant factor vMch oncourac© 
hi£ î fe r t ility . Since the probohility o f survival of in
fants and children are low in  peaŝ n̂t sod  ©ties» pas?cnts 
are required to produce more children than necesorijy (do£^/* 
red) in  anticipation that at leagtt fev  o f then xjould rxuTvd- 
VC t i l l  their adulthood. SQiiis, in  traditional mfboictonce 
a^arian societies, h i^  fe r tiltty  is  encouTaGod to  o ffoct 
h i^  TJiortality.

adhere are eevoral -aedianieaas by vihioh infant mortality 
may a ffect fe r t ility  level, o f vMch, i )  the B iolocical or 
EbysioloeLcal e ffects , i i )  Replacement e ffects , i i i )  Inca- 
ronc© effects end (iv ) SocLetal e ffects are QOdt in^ortant, 

BiolOQloal e ffect i s  involiintazy in  nature. It oporates 
throii£^ abbreviated breast feeding and consegaont coosation 
o f post parfcum aaenonhea, foUoid.ng an infant death. TTsaar- 
lly . after the death o f an infant, breast-feedine in  d io- 
continued and ovulation i s  lik ely  to be resumed Gooiior, do 
that i f  contraception is  not tapacticed an earlior proGiiQiicy 
nay be expected, keeping ot^er factors constant, infant 
oorta lity  msy cause frequent birth i*e* births tdthln rlior- 
tor in tezla ls throu^ releasing the ovulatory si:M.:>proDoant

60

26 !2he study village provides the infant and child laorta- 
lit y  rate as 125 infant deaths per 'lOCX) population.
2h0 Bansladeda data on infant mortality i s  132 deaths 
pea? 1000 population as per 197^ population Consun Ecport.
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eXrect o f lactatlozi. Replacement e ffect, on tlio other 
hand, encouxage additional ‘births idth the motivation to 
replace the a c tu ^ ,death o f a child* S io ilerly , in  hi(^ 
nortality societies o f peascnts, parents mi^ dovslop foar 
of loss o f children, given their personal eoqperience \A*Jjci 
death in  the family and cOQmunity. OJiug, inenronce 
effects deoonstrate the production o f more cbildrcn thsiiJi
the desired nunlber in  order to ensure assdngt possihlc 
risks o f d iild  losses. Saae is  the case ^dth Socictal (or 
Coimunity) e ffe ct. A ll h i^  morfcality peasant £^ciotios 
have developed a vide range o f social noros, h e lio fs  and 
pr ctices t-’hich are either esqplidtly or iTapHcitl^r de£3i[?-

> L I I

ned to deal uith' the profblea o f child loss.

2.3.8 Eisk and TTncertainty
MargLnal forttters in  peasant societies are alr.’ayc 

surrounded toy risk and uncertainty. In the face o f crop 
failure and drou^^t, a cultivator vbo operate clooo to  
the margin o f siibsistenoe, vd ll always search a neu toch- 
nology for h is o\m safety. Govern toy a "safety fiz^sb" 
principle cultivators vd ll naturally re ject a tedioolOGy 
that promises a Id ^ e r  yield  i f  i t  also increases the r ii^  
o f crop failure. IChe pooirer the cultivator the aore 
averse to risk  he xdll toe.
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!Z!he problem of a poor landless/sUbsLdtance foraer i s  
etream

to ensure a erteady/pf Incoiae ITOm pazticlpatlon in  a labour 
iiarilset that can entail uncertaint7 in  finding oaplo^nnrnt on 
a c^vcn day, or fo r  more oatended periods and unoorfcain uacQ 
rates« 3!he uncertainty may depend not only on underlying 
doaand factors (fo r  essaaple, esctended unecxployaesit crcatod
by liarvest fa lla re ), but on structural features o f the oarlcot.

I
Por exacqple, uLde fluotiiatione in  vxages azui t]ms wogo unccv* 
tainty, are lik ely  to be less in  markets %jliere ao?:lcultural 
labour union are active than ^ ere  they are not.

Cain's compare the rirfc and unoorfcainty o f a
faTDor uLth that of the financial manager o f a mutual fund* 
S!he financial manager, according to them, '(d ll seek to  dl-> 
versify  h is investment portfolio in  order to  ^ e a d  xd.sk and 
niniiid.2e the e ffects  on the overall rate o f return o f fallaije 
by any single investment. Xhe head of a labouring household 
can ^read risk  and h^p to ensure a steady incomc s t̂rean in  
a sLoilar fa ^ o n  by increasing the nuntber o f labour nar!kct 
participants in  h is h ou s^ ld* Moreover, i f  the tota l not 
returns to labour are on average the same ;jith one or mny 
household psrticipations ( i .e .  i f  the net economic value of

I

(£dldren i s  zero), landless parents id l l  s t i l l  hct7o a po^<-
tiv c economic incentive to  have many children. Xhus, the
27 Cain, Ifead S. and A.B.K. £hor^ed Alam Hazumder, Labour 

Karket Structure, Child Qziplos^ent and Inductive Beha
viour in  Rural South Asia, Centre for population stut^os 
igorklng ps^ers. No.36, Hay, 1980 the p^ulation council, 
one Dag Hamarsk^jold llaza , Nev York, Hetf Yojiz 10017,n.S«A.
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ĵco&tea: the d d r  loberent In a paorticular labour moxikct 
efcructupe, the ©poater the fe r t i lity  incentives froa tljis  
source.

Agjciculture in  Ban^ade^ i s  a @80iiible o f raonooon»
Good hardest depend on good weather. The vagazLos o£ 
naturo and luck in  faraLng are itamediately responsible 
for tho majority o f sciall land transfers* In tioos  of 
cHetress or harddfciip (such asi Drou^ts, crop fa ilu re, 
poor harvest, flood , cyclone, untimely death o f oaminc; 
Qodber o f a fs ^ ly  e t c .) , the absence o f any camino molo 
nedber in  thelfaioily, particularly o f son enforcc the 
madorlty o f nargLnal farmers to se ll a portion o f their 
landed property. Such farmers, i f  they are endowed td.th 
some ^ le  hodled sons can easily suppleiaent their loss 
throu^ the vm(3e eaznings o f their sons and get tl^ so lv e s  
relieved from the transfer o f land. iChust uncertainty and 
tho porvaj^veness o f r i ^  in  the peasant society and it s  
diverse course, undoubtedly creates an incentive for lorcer 
fo o ilie s .

2.3*9 Social end Cultural Factors
G roover, a large nudber o f socia l and cultural 

factors prevailing in  our peaŝ n̂t society like universal 
and early marriage, educational lev e l, occupational pattern 
and social position o f \>jmen. oreatly a ffect the isicro-*lovol 
dotcimLnation o f fe r t i l it y  in  our rural economy.
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1} SdLnce aXl blrbhs in  our countx^ occur ^dtliln 
ci8XXia@ei tota l J^ertility is  c3LoseIy asoociatecl i±th the 
UBXsLaQB pattern. In peasant society, maxxlagc io  consi- 
dered to  be a religious function and i t  i s  ontroncSied in  
their culture. In our society, m arda^ i s  not only uni
versal, but i t  talcee place at an early age resulting b i^  
fe r t ility . An umaawRLed sl3?l is  expected to naintain her 
virgin ity t i l l  the tiiae o f her laarrLaG©, and nan^.age oust 
be desired before azsy scope o f su ^ cio n s  reGarcEne; the 
virgin ity o f a g ir l arises. Because o f these, the age at 
maxxlage has been very low. I t  i s  often nointalnod that 
hic$i fe r t ility  in  peasant society i s  the result o f 
universal and early raasxiase.

i i )  Education is  considered to  be one o f tlie oost 
important variables affecting fe r t ility  bdiavlour* In most

po
o f the research flndLnes , an inverse relaftiondbip betv;een 
fe r t ility  and education has been noted. I t  i s  observed 
that education o f td.fe has greater iii^act on foxtilL ty than

28 Berelson, Bernard 1976 "BodLal Science Be scorch on Popu- 
u tton ” . ^
Bo sue, B.J. a sociological contribution to
Faiaily Plamsins Research, Chicagoi OoonuiQity and Pazaily 
Study Centre, w ilverslty o f Ghicago.
Coale, A.J, 1965» "Factors Associated ijith tho Devo- 
lopment o f Law Pertility* A H istoric Sumazy", £^ocee- 
ding o f the World Ibpulation Conferonce, Vol.11, pp# 
205-209.
Chaudhury, Raflqul Huda 1977b "Education and F ertility  
^  B anf^de^’ , BanrJ.adedi Deyelopneni; Studios. Tol.T, 
lTo.1, Jonuary, pp.
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does the educatioii o f the hui^md. Education affect 
the fe r t ility  behaviour o f women (a ) by delas l̂nG tho ago 
o f oar:ri.a6e, (b ) by providing net; outlook, ^ o d o o  sad 
personal adranceaent, and (c ) by aUo^dnG Guoatco? female 
participation in  family decision maJdtng*

But, in  peasant society, thou^ poxonts a?ccOGaise 
the value o f education fo r  their children, Set the per
centage o f literacy is  found to  be very nuch indgiL fiofm t. 
a?his low percentage o f literacy in  peasairt; oocxoty onoou^ 
rages h i^  fe r t ility .

i i i )  Occupational pattern o f parents nay also play an 
important role in  detercalning the ferfciH ty bdiaviour# Prom 
different research findings^ , i t  i s  obaeaTVcd that oocupa- 

|| '
tional pattern o f women has Greater iiapact on fe ctiH ty  
then does the occupational pattern o f man. Soac ladters 
hsc78 employed the concepts of •woa?k coQEdtmont • and role  
incompatibility* to  specify the relationship botuooa female 
employment and fertility lev e l. 3?hou(̂  a negative

Cajteton Robert 0, 1965» "I»aboal? Force iPaPfcicipationi A 
Stimulus to fe r t i l it y  in  Paerto B ico", J)omor??aphy 2* 
pp.25>239.
Hasra, M. 197^» Hole o f Inter-spousal, Coamuaica- 
tion  in  Adop^on Pcooily Hanning Hethodoi A couple
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re la tlo n ^ p  i s  found betifeen these t\JO In tho advanced 
countzlesi but such a relationship does not scon to bold 
good for peasant; society vdiere e^ctended fon il^  t ie s  are 
paxticalarly strong and child care arronce^^'t; arc rola*- 
tive ly  easQT. Low occupational pattern o f parmto and par
ticu larly  lade o f female enplOTafliat opportunltieei in  peasant;
society promote hi£^ fe r t ility .

I
iv ) Sipaditionally, a large fsonily i s  desired in  pea

sant society. Ihe status o f a aoxried \x>cion in  peasant 
society is  measured "by the nunlbor o f cM.ldren^pa2?ticularly 
male ddldren. Her status is  eohaneed only tjiicm tihe has 
many diildren. For a x̂ onen to  have no childCGn at a ll has 
traditionally been regarded as one o f the £??Gatest rd sfor- 
tunes, and even a cause of ostradsm. She ocononic advantage 
o f (M ldren, e ^ d a l l y  o f sons» to the parents in  the im e - 
dlate future or in the old age, as mentioned earlieri i s  the 
important motivating factor behind the birth o f a large nmâ  
ber of children. Children are regarded as one’ s cidof source 
o f lasting pleasure and prime goal of affection . JShey are 
the means o f attaining prestige in  the society.

aaius the above analysis pa?ovide very clear-cut espla- 
nation o f h i^  fe r t ility  in  peasant agrarian societieB by 
pointing out that large famHies bring more benofits to  
their members tSian do small facd lies.
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2?ho purpose o f th is diopter i s  to  esq^lore tiae theo
re tica l epppoacihes that liave *been developed until noi;, in  
cc«inection viLth the analsrsLs o f the value of cliilclr€3i at 
differw it levels o f conceptualization' and to identiJ^r the 
central issues behind a ll suda approadb.es for a clear 
understanding ahout the value and cost o f t^iildrcn. She 
conceptual feanevjork developed in  th is chapter, io  later 
on applied in  a eettinc typical o f conditiona found in  a 
rural cotanrunity o f Ban{S.ade^. !Che chapter concludes iiith 
a h rlef reviev; o f exisbine studies.

p

3.1 Xk>aceDtaal Xssues
)An attempt is  made here to cla rify  the different issues 

and related tem inologtes, o£t«i confuoo the Dinds o f
the readers in  understandins the analysis on the value o f 
children.

t '
In recait years» the tea?m ‘ value o f cShildron* i s  used

by the researchers in  deteasaininG the fe r t ility  Tx^ijivlour
o f parents. Researchers often used th is torninolocjy
i  aJhe analysis o f value o f children to*7ardG undorcrfJandinG 

fe r t ility  hehaviour runs at four levels o f conceptuali
zation and these can be classified  under ( i )  Socio- 
Demograj^c, So<d.o-€tructuralt i i i )  Socio-CPssxholo- 
sLcal and (iv ) MLcro-Economic approach.
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aooopdine to  theiP own tastes to Intoiprot tliolr om views. 
In many casest this careates a gpceat co]a£ud.on and rde- 
undevgtandins and *liampers the discussion o f tlio value of 
dhildpon to pasents* (Hull, 1975j Sociolo^£ytsI
noEaally call * values* are relatively sibtjfcrajct ond cannot 
doto3saino the "beiiavioup (aponclea?, *1966, p.119)^. 2hocr 
consider values in ternis of "Functions"* Biyoholoj^sts} on 
tlie other hand, use the t©ra *neod* to refer the 'value* of 
children (Hoffmani 1973, p.2?)^, Difinitel^, dhildren ful
f i l  the pscrcholo^cal needs o f their parents. Acain, ocoao- 
mLsts consLder value o f children in terci of *utilit7* 
(Iieibensrtein, 1957> p.ISS)^. In econoTnics, the concept
2 Hull, !P,H, 1975» *Each Child Brings it s  o\ja Portunei An 

Enguiry into the Talue o f Oaildren in  a Javanese V illa ^ * , 
UnpuhU^ed Ih.D. Dissertation, Auctralian Uat5.onal Uni
versity, Caiiberra*

3 Spenglar, J,J. 1966, *Valufis in  F ertility  Analyses*»
Beeio^aDhy. 5(1) 1 0 ^ 3 0 .

4 i&jffoan, Lois V, and Ilartin I». Hoffaan, 1975i *!Zhe Value 
o f Children to Parents*, in  Pawcett, Jtsaes (e d .),

on PQi>uXation. U o i :  YozQst Basic

5 Leihenstein, Harvey, 1957* Econo^o Bacfojordnann rniA 
ifconoaic grotitei StiidieB i^T5e aaewa P£ Jic »W e- 
XOment ̂  Hew Yorlct John VH.Jjr and Bons.
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•utility* refers to tho iulHlaeBit o f aa-tiefactions, 12lais, 
by u tility  o f a child, ‘an econonigt noaar. tlio satisfactionc 

the child bzinge to his ox her porento« I3at, unfor
tunately, many writers igooro the *Pp.vc3Tj.&«  ̂ functions 
inherent in the concept o f u tility  and consiacrer purely 
•raaterial concepts* in  evaluating the * value of children* 
terminology* Okhis type o f analyses ultimately crea
tes confusion end misunderstandLnc; a£ion{̂  the reDC&rcSicrs in  
arriving at the net economic value o f oliiXcIron«

Children are vaiuehle, ‘because they provide certain 
social^, economic® and psycholo^cal^ benefitQ (or satisfac- 
tors or u t ilit ie s ) to their parents* Usually, tho tezm 
•value* is  used to sisQify the positive functions* But 
values are not always pod.tive. Costs are aXco oosential 
intspediotits o f the a!bove concept. I t  i s  d ifficu lt  to obtain 
benefits vjithout incurarf.ne some cost. Values can be poeitivG 
or negative depending on the benefits and cocrbs Involved. 
Conceptually, therefore, value o f children implies a net
6 Non-datexlal and emotional values*
7 Adult status, sod a i identity, se lf fu lfH aent, expansion 

o f l i f e ,  componion&Siip, etc*
8 Help in  the house, buaness or farm, caro o f youneer ch il

dren, old age secuiSLty o f parents including economic support, 
physical care, etc.
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9 Pleasure from watdbing said development o f children,
‘.de in children" 
children, etc.

p^de ^  children’ s accomplishments; roilocoion  of se lf
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balanco between •beaefitB* and •costs* \j3aich arc act in  
procuring them.

For a clear undergtandine o f tlie positive and nega~ 
tive meaning o f the term *value o f children*, a l is t  pre
pared by Paivcett (1976)^^ is  rex>roduced belov;, viiaich 
represents variety o f terBdnology that is  usod in  connec-

M  ' .

tion idth the valae azid cost of children.
£S i^ .to, Henatlvc Qagjontations
Value o f children Cost o f chilc3rcn
Satisfactions of children 32,ssatisfactions
Adventages o f children W.sadvoi2taGoo
BeT!7ards o f ch ild r^  XHLsvaluos
functions o f clsildren I)S.SF>utilit;ics
U tility  o f caiildren ETegativc Ilotivations.
Heed for children 
Saetee for children 
Hfeferences for children 
Bemond for children 
Motivation for parenthood 
Reproductive Motivation 
Child bearing Itotivation 
F ertility  Motivation.

Thus, in  any analyses o f value o f children, one needs
to look at both ^benefits* and costs aspocts- Ocdssion o f
any o f these t\ to  ai^ects o f the concept v jill load to a
iai^nte3?pretation o f the net economic value of caildrea.
10 Paxi/cott, James, I ,  ‘ 'Uae Value and Cosfc of Children* Con

verging afheor̂ r and Research* • A paper prepared fo r  pro- 
eentatxon at -che Annual meeting o f the Aaerican Pgy^o- 
lo ^ ca l Association. Va&faington JD.C., Scptcdbcr 2-7,1976; 
in  Lado I* Huzicika (ed), Xhe Economic and Social Supports 
for SL^ fe r t ility , Caxiberrai iOie Australian ITation^ 
University, 1977, pp.91-11^.

70
Dhaka University Institutional Repository



Xhe temLnologLes are lidted above in  connoc-
tion  vdth the value and codt o f dblldren oro a ll cQâ E3ln.B« 
One term cannot bear the esact connotation o f tlxe otlior* In 
other ^K)rds, they are not interohanseable, PaiTCctt *
thas r i^ t ly  obeervedi •TercriLnology In th is aroa o f 
i s  loose and non-unifora and suffers frod a lack; o f syistM'a** 
t ic  definition» either theoreticallsr or oporationaZ* •

3.2 ^  Petanaliilnc

Sodo-deoo^pc^^o approacfli i s  basically  h idtoslcal and 
inferential in  nature. Eere, the valao aad coaba o f diildren 
are measured by oonsideslns long term chanoos In cconooic and 
social order o f the society* Accordlnc to  th is i!renouori£, 
transfomation o f society from rural to ui&an, codo-ccononic 
changest the crovdnc proliferation o f facto£ieo» otc* ore 
associated uith demo^eaphic transition. CShe cm trol thomo 
o f th is 8̂ >proach is  suiaaaElsed by Pawcett (1972: 5-7)^^ as 
followst

She sociology and demography, the satisfactions and 
costs o f ^ Id re n  hare been discussed as a partial 
explanation for the detaographic trantsltion. !Che 
st3ift from a rural* asdcultural sod oty  to an U3^an, 
industrial one ic^ lies  a reduction in  econooic bene
f it s  from children and an increase in  cocjto. Other

71

Ibid, p .94.
12 J ^ s ,  ®. I^d-) 1972, "iClie Satlo£peUonii

Oogte of O illdren, (ion<MDCe7
West; i:iopuiatlon in stitu te, lionoiux^
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changes, sucii as M ^ gp level of education, tend to inca?- 
eaee awapcneos and desires related to alternativoG to

I I
children, chflnsLng fan ily structure, along idth a lter
nations in economic aotivitiee o f the fa a ily , tend to 
maJce large number o f ^children d^&-fUnotional.

Thus, aooordine to th is approach, the ooonocdc 
and costs o f children are aeasured by coneidcjiine the

II

ges o f 80ci0-dei9D{p?a£Mc and econooic conditions o f the 
society. About 27 years a£SO, Bonks (195^)"^^ made on atteopfcI ^
in  h is h istorica l i^udy to asses ex p lic itly  the value and cost 
o f caiildren xdth tibis approa<di* Hovever, l^o ideas o f th is
approach are applied to conteoporary cross-sectional data.

!i '
Value o f CSxLldren in  A:e-Industrlal 

Ihe asBuaption that sloying population gpo*-rfch t jill 
increase a society’ s i?ell being has never "been adequately 
esbaibli^ed either log ica lly  or empirically'*^, (Dlandy 1974; 
KbBiecer 1962; Eobinson et. n l. 1971). Supports for
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j^osDcyity and ParonWioodi A fjtu,<̂13 Banks, (1954),

14 Blandy, Richard J- 1974. "35ie Welfare A n n ie s  o f Fer- 
t t l it y  Heduction", Econoaic Joamnl. 84<55p): 109-129 
((larch);
Kjnieger. A.O. and L.A. S^aastad 1962, "Soae Idnitations 

E c o ^ o s  ;£  • ^‘> °°°°^  Pgroloonent-md Cultural Chmge 10(3^1 »  423-426^ .
Hobinson, Warren, C, and D.E, Horlacher 1971, 'Population 
Gsowtt ^  Eoononio , Ranagte on R>du1qM.oii/
? m«1Lt  H-Bnnintt SM -^  (Pebruaiy;.
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fe r t ility  is  considerBd to  be an inhcront dcsixo oa the 
park o£ people aan  ̂ developizie couzxtriee o f tlie i;03?ld. B odal 
sdentistsy paxticulavlsr demoj^aphGrs, cconooisto, sociolo
g ie s  and psycologLfltbs have tlio2?efore gbarfcod ooHoctiafj 
on social and economic factors tliat are related to or frJcppa,‘« 
ting hie^ fe r t ility  in  these countzieB* Social sdontidts 
have presented strong evidence that fe r t ility  treaids of a ll 
societies are not unLfoxia. It  varies f̂ roa culture to  culturc 
and even \dthin the same cultural opjoups, betijeen one comu-
nity with another (Og^um, 1922)^^*

, t

Therefore, it is not appropriate to  say that children
id .ll generally I cocmand the same value ©verytiiere and to every
class* Perceived value o f children by socia l clacs varies
vdth changinB social custoos. In pre-dxxdustrial era children
are considered valuable to  their parents* becnuso they (ch il

li

dren) contribute iiates^ally to the running o f the famdly* 
support their aged parents financially tihen they are helpless, 
preserve the faaiitly name and render help in  nsiny other faa lly  
ta^s* For escaaplesi KHlrdnQ couples consldor children an 
end in  themselves, reflectin g th eir h i^  valuation of emo
tional v;anoth and closeness in  the family. In rural S lg ^ a ,/
a man vdth a large nusiber o f children i s  identifiod  even today 
as a successful man, and i s  usually thouf^  to  have a poten
t ia l for even ©eeater success. In India, traditionally, a
15 Odbam. WUUan P. (1922), “jo a la l ghaPae ta.th reane
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lasoo £aplly i s  desired and th is attitude i s  v e il seflcctcd  
in  t!io folloidne ;^zds translated £vom the Kanniiida JLansuafge* 

I  do not mind poverty so le t me have max̂ r cMldren.
And le t the Lord's Idndness he on me. And I  kreô  
no i j i l l  take care o f tay <Mldren Cinited Hations, *19Gir 
139)''®. !

BinLlarly, uuch of the earlier studiest te s tify  hi£^ ferti** 
l i t y  in  traditional societies o f pre-dndustrLal era* Parent 
in  those sod oties  consider that children are valuable to 
theia» not because they provide financial support, hut otJicr 
inporfcont factors* such as, preservation of father's name, 
continuation o f family enterprise, corporate strength o f 
ItsTEG fam ilies and support e^ven hy children to  aged parents, 
arc found contrlhutine largely in  detercdng the valuo of 
childron,

I'

HoTjever, uany scholars o f pre-industrial era also xnwte
II

on value o f children and supporting h i^  fe r t i l it y  hoth at
individual and societal level, Plato in  his utopian sod cty
discussod the different roles o f children and h is commezits
on cidld heaadLng hehaviour, maasplaee and family l i f e  aiaply
tejjfcify h is support in  favour o f h i^  fe r t ility .

In the hegLnnins of the 18th century, Handerville in
his 'Pablo o f a*he Bee* also discussed the value o f children.
Ho consddcred faiaily as the haslc unit o f the society and
'16 TMted ITations, 1961, "3!he % sore Population Study* 

nei: York, P.159.
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polnbod out coneegu^ces o f excessive I'fondness* o f 
dilldzon in  the sodety .

Classical oconoolets like Adam Siaith and lialtbus in  '
th d r  Icibour theory o f value also ^owed the impoitance of

11 ''
h i^  fe r t i l it y  in  those dayS) vdien the deiaand for children 
was fe lt  in  a ll spheres o f l i f e  -  in  family, in  farndng 
a ctiv ities and in handicraft industries.

2Sius hij^  fe r t ility  was found as the inherent charac- 
top o f a lars© section of people o f the vwrld, \iio maintsA- 
ned the view that there cannot he any meaningful success 
^dthout laree nunEber of c2]ildren.

3$.2.2 Ghanslng Societal Concept on the 
Value ox Children

She conc^t of the economic value o f children in  deter- 
nLnlne fe r t i l it y  behaviour o f paieflts was found in  a state 
o f disarray until the development of demoGraphic trand.tion 
thooiy in  by Hoteebein, Devi s' and the *Psinceton School" 
(ITotedtoin 19^5* 1955, Dawis, 1955)'’^. 3Chou  ̂ the earlier 
laAtcrs emphafised the economic value of children and suppor
ting hifla fe r t ility , yet no systematic discussion was found
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17 iJotegtedn, Prank, W. (19^5) *Populationi 2!he Lone View*, 
in  lilheodore V. Schulta (ed ), good for the World. TfaiveiN- 
s ity  of Chicaso Eress, (Mcaĵ D* 18=57.
Hotectein, w (1953) '^gaejA s ?i?PB iaar ,tlon  8th International conference of Aenoultural
isconoaisnB’ .
Davis, S jigsley (1955) ’ In stitu tio n al Patterns PcvouadnG 
nieJh P G itility  in  Under Developed Areas* Eugenics Quojrtoa?" 
J2, 2(1}
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anoiac tliea. •Deraosrccihlc transition theoa?y actually cano 
\Sien tliere was no theoiy and there was a crying need fo r  a 
tlieory* (concepdon and liirphy, 1967)^®.

In pre-dndustzial o^e, fastily was con^dered as the 
boGic unit o f the sodety* 2Mb idea was changed \dth the 
grOTJth of icdbanization and industrialization. As a result, 
the u tility  o f child labour as a source o f cheap nanpov;er 
dradfcically fa l l  on faioLly, fam s and in  factorLes, ICho 
Xnduijtxial Revolutiou changed the overall picture of the 
sodoty . She intact of th is change in  society is  vmH desp- 
caa.'bed by Hull (1975)'*^ as foUot^s*

CElho GTOtang pro3iferation o f factories, the erowth 
»

of U3ban c it ie s , the solid ifica tion  o f national 
system, a flowealne age o f analyses and exploration 
had a ll began to produce guLte different types o f 
social and economic organissation, one result of xiiicai
was a transformation o f the role o f children in  a

1
society, lEheee changes, not unesjpectedly, producod
changes, in  î hat was Observed, azvl in  the way i t  was
interpreted* '

13 Concepcion, Mercedes, B. and E.M. Hurpihy (1967),'Wanted* 
A thooi*y of the Demo^aphic Transition*, in

76

Qpioa gor B dontiJic B t ^ o C  PDpj4ag.on. 
g^GTs, Byciney conieronce, Auffcraixa ii'l t;o 25

contributGd 
August,1967*

19 E ull, T.H. 1975, op. d t .
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In pre-dndustxiaX oocidty, cMXdren helped their 
poreaits In tLmes o f noed and paxticulc^?Iy in  old age ^en  
thoy \jcrc unable to vrtQ?k; bat the introductiwi o f *Social 
Soouiity Scheme* In maaj developed countries of the \7orld 
reduced the economic value of children in  that direction.

Uoreover, restrictive <*ild IsObour lavjs prohihitiEc; 
the ooplO!srac»it o f children in  faisas and factories, arran- 
Gomonts fa d lita tin s  savines,acquisition o f asaeta *by the 
individuals, sroxJth o f schools and rise in  educational cOGts 
contrihuted largely in  formolatins a new ‘ institutional

POstructure*• Hoteetein (1955* 16) then fjuegegted that 
•XJudor these multiple pressures, old ideals and "beliefs

J I

■bCGan to ireaken and the new ideal o f a saaH nuniber o f 
diildron sained strength ••

Ho\j-ever, the situation in  the developing countries of 
t^e Lt)rld are guite different* In developing countries, 
the changins spdetal concept on the value o f children as 
oheezyvod in  the indugbriallBed t̂ x>rld cannot he applied ade
quately. Because, in  most o f the developing countries, 
social socurity scheme is  not adopted at a ll level; <^ ld  
labour i s  not strictly  prOhihited in farms and factories; 
and taie aaount o f esjpanditure in  education is  InsiGniricant, 
Ifcrcover, price instabilLty, hi(^ier r i^ s  o f death and 
diseace, hi£jier income inequality and lov/er income level
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20 notegboin, 3?ranJc W, *1955, op. c it , p-16.
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encourace liigji forfcility  in  these coantrles. 5!hus, theI
veuLug o f cSbildren in  developing countries o f the woaSLd, in  
the above contest, has not coae doxm.

ĈhOttc#l the deoographic transition theoiy satisfied the 
long fe lt  deiaand of findins a sonetjhat reasonable freneijox^i 
o f fe r t ility  onalyeiB, yet the theory i s  re^Jected hy thfi 
later tniters* Because, no •testable hypotheses* o f the 
theory io  found. It i s  based on some •casual factors* to 
detoroine relative iiaporfcance of the value o f children and 
ac such fa iled  to  show the •process of decio^cuphic change* 
in  Earopean countries (Vande Walle and Siodel, 1967,
Lo£?aiac{^e and Vaiade Walle, 1976, Coale 1975)^-

5.2,3 Heij liimenaion o f JChou^s
After the*2)0EiO(5!?aphic Ir  ansi on IDheoisr* fo r  soao time, 

the *tliro^ hold huppthesls* o f ia.ife (1971) was found to
21 Vande Walle, I^bie^ne and John Ehodel (1967)» '*DeaoEp?aphio 

transition & fe r t i lity  Decline# Eho European Case", in  
Izit£ffl^gtiona3^M.oii |gg the. Scjentlfl.c Stugr o f Po.|^atijm, 
contributed ]?apers, Sydney coaferenoe, Australia, 21 to 2^ 
August, 1967;
I»e£jthao^e, R, sjod E, 7an De Halle (1976), ’•Economic Pactors 
and PortiU ty Decline in  Prance & Bel^um ', in  Ansloy J,
Coale (ed ), Econoaic Factors in  Population Groi.lrh, Ilacalllan, 
London;
Coale, Ansley J. (1975) *®ie Demopr^hic JPronsLtioa* in  
fi^cmat^onal Pnlon fox  the B d en ftfly  S tu ^  o f  Itoiilatlon. 
intffimatioaaJ. popmaeion gonJerenco. m ero l i

22 Dudley (1971) »A Hsm in
national Acadeiay o f Bcience’ , Hapid ilJp^ulation GSrov/th* 
Co!aso<}uonccs and Policy Implications, Johns Eonldns I^ ss*  
Baltinore* 12>14?.
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be vcisr prominerrt in  ©splainxng fe r t i l it y  beiiaviour of a 
socicty, " (

2?hou[̂ i ^i5c*s Unidinss are interesfcinc, but h is cal
culated •tbre^ liold levels^^, are alv/oys found chang l̂ns 
t±t3a the change of sodLo-eoonoaic developnent o f dLfferont 
countjAos o f the vnsrld. Value o f ctrLldren under ’ throf^ hold 
analysis* cannot be oeasured* Because, marria0e s^stms no- 
tivationc for large family, preference fo r  male offspring, 
fan ily Ertnicture, infant a ortslity , and labour force p^irti- 
cipation of woaen outfslde hone are not unifona in a ll culture. 
Arsy cha:ise in  socio-econotaic development td ll lead to a chanc© 
in  tho£3C 'cultural region*. However, the main contribution 
o f I2-rk*o ix>i3j: i s  the iiaportance o f cultural factors in  the 
dctornination of fe r t i l it y  behaviour.

5.2*4 European Scmo^aphic ^Transition
Sirdlar to the findings of ijixilc, Idngoistic and Cultural 

difforcnccs, rather than econocdc and educational differences
I ,

wore found to be iii^ortant factors in  e:splalning the decline 
of forW -lity between the 49 provinces in  Spain (Coale 1973*65)^-
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23 SLrl: discovered the *thresh hold level* by redudag hoter- 
OGcneity and concenfcrating on *Cultural regions* (o f South 
East azid Afiican couatriee) ^ovjed hov; econooic and social 
dovclopment reduced the value o f children.

20- Oocdc 1975, op. c it  p .63.
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In Bol£^un (Losfchao^e esad Vande Walle 19761 22?)^^ and 
Porbucal (SiTooay, 1975) cultural facfeoro wore also found 
to plfiy doainant role in redudng the !)irth rates o f t!ieso 
count 32i os.

Ehou£  ̂many studies on fe r t i l it y  “beiianriour are conduc- 
tod on the theoretical frameworJc, hasLns on cultural eettiiiG 
(DjjTic and Blalce 1956, Freedman 1961«^, Ryder 1959)^, yet 
the idea of cultural norms per ae doee not t e l l  the \2iole 
gfcory about the value placed on children. De*dre for childron 
i c  an instinct urge of parents xjlxlch ie  closely  Hnfcod up tAth 
the cliaziGi-ne GOdLc-cconomic circumstance o -  not the culture 
alone.

80

25 Lesthae^e. E* and E. Van De Valle (197G) •Economic Factors 
and 5*erB.lity Decline in France & Belgium*, in  Anslejy J.

(ed ), Eoommie Factims In PppaXabion arouth. HbcolUaii, 
London.

20 Bxjnesy, Alan (1975), Recent Ligjit on the Relation Betijeen 
Socio-economic Development and F ertility  Dcclino*, Cgltech

2? DcfTie, K* and J. KLaloe (1956) 'S ocia l Structua?e and Fer- 
t m t y i to  t o a W c a l P ^ e w r li ', ggoconlc dgyeloroail;. and

Pioeclaaii, Bonald (19S 1-^ ), '!i3ie BooiolOEy of Himszi Porfci- 
liter* i A 0?rend Report and BibliO£3?aphy* Cuygent Sociolof?7. 
10;?^1(2)i i ^ i i ,  §5-^21. ^

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



PRIt may "be mentioned that Davis and Blake (1956) took 
the pioneering role by introducing a soc io log ica l model of 
f e r t i l i t y .  According to them, structural variables through 

certain inteiTQediate variables (intercourse, conception and 

gestation variables) a ffect the f e r t i l i t y  behaviour. 
Freedmani’ s diagram based on th is  model i s  reproduced in  

F ig .I .

8 1

Mortality
Eates

i  Social and 
; Economic 
, Structure

Norms about |i 
Pamily size [

Intermediate! F ertility ,?

Family
Planning
Prograimne

Norms about
intermediate
Variables

Figure 5.1 : A mode fo r  the soc io log ica l analyses of f e r t i l i t y
levels (from E. Freedman, The Sociology o f Human 
F e r t ility : An Annotated Bibliography, 1975J '15)*

28 Davis, K. and J. Blake (1956), op. c i t .  p-211-235.
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t o i s  (1967)^ and Blake (1971* 1972)^ are the tix> 
ii!^ox<;ant proponents o f soclo-dtzuctural approach. Q̂tLs 
approach a££ect the vaJuo and cost o f childron in  a vaidlefcy 
o f \;cgrs. SoQe timesi the lihole society i s  considered, some
times only a fraction o f the society i s  considered and socio*
timeo only the reproducing couples are considered to  detemlnc

ii

the valuo o f children. Here emphasLs i s  given to  noras, values 
and opp(»?tiiQity gtrocture, because these are closely linked 
\dth the Value and cost o f children, J>a:vi8 aoad Blake deal 
uith tho reproductive motivation o f individual couples and 
shov hai7 dicm^ in  the socdLal structuro, su(^ as u3ft>anization, 
fOTiale Icbour force porticlpatlan, education level and posse
ssion of modem consumer Goods a ffect the u t ility  o f children 
end t3ielr costs. Preedntan introduced 'fam ily size nosas' as 
another set of intermediate variables. He arcued that envi
ronmental factors and i^ d a l & economic structure affect 
fe rk ility  via a series o f family siae •norms’ ,
29 Davis, S.ns£sley 1967, 'Population Policyi VB-U Current 

ft?oc5Pamties Succeed*? Sdence 158i 750-7^ (novedber 10),
30 Blote, Judith, 1971, •Reprpductive Hotive and Population 

PoU oy', m .o ^ a n ce . 2lt5)« 215-220.
' O ^ io ljiiiil g»pT>}|Ca of

yolmifcnaj^gi* universLty or calUfomia incem ational Popu
lation  and Uatoan Research and Institute o f Intemational 
Studa.es. Reprf.nt zro.442. Berkeley. Reprinted from 'Sclon- 
t is ts  and World Affairs* (Proceedincs o f the 22nd Pugtmsh 
Conferonce on Science and World A ffairs, 7-12 Sopteniber, 
1972, london n ,d .) pp.279-288.
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3*3*  ̂ ^ ^ n k  Beti^eii Sociologists and Econotalstss "
The (XBioept o f •naras* ae developed t>y the socioXo^
u€U3 oousidered to  be a soovce o£ comouzilcation

socioloc^nto and ©conomldts. S odologlste main.td.n the Tle^
tliat indlvldtiaX decision nahing actLng t3xrou^ nos?rafl
tho fe r t ility  (or test fonaation), liiereasy econocdgto
etreoG individual*b maximisation o f u tility  (o® satisfa^*-
t i 0Q> tLas>u£̂  choices betv^eu alternative p oss ib ilities , xiltb
resoa2?oo constraint. OMs has been clearly indicated by
Daesonbeiaiy (1960)^ \^en he said, •Econoiaics Is  a ll about
hcn-7 people naJro choices, sociology i s  a ll about îljy they
do not have any choice to  malce*.

37hos iM le demographers and sodologlgts fa iled  to
find a isyiftcmatic and loj^cal theoiy o f fe r t ility , then
econoaidts foond the fie ld  ilpe and entoared into i t .  As
Leibenstein (197^)^ puts it*

So oone o f those v^o had been Idjourlng in  the vine
yoasds of dcsio^apliy fo r  decades, the e ffo rts  o f
ocoi:uXiists in  the slstbies and seventies to  develc^
u thco3!y of fe r t ility  must heore appeared like the
irrvacion o f a horde o f prLcdtives on a tochnoloj^cally

51 Buosaabcsi^, Jaiaes, 1960, •CoccQonts On* an analy&s of 
PcrfeUito by G w  S. Becker, in  Dmo.geaDhla;^d.JtoQEiocii

85

i£
Suroau

PrLnceton Tlnivon^ty J^es,'£ti.nceton, 233.
32 leibonstein, H. 197^, *An Intezpretation Of She EconomLc 

ffihooiy of I?erb ilityt Promising Path or BHnd A lley, 
Jaum al o i  EoQnoiifi.o Mtaratmw. 12(2)i
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advcoicad ocmmiuDlty procXaLoing loudly their Intent 
to ratiwent the viheol.

I I

3.4 An Anal;7t lca l Baee fo r  the Study of 
« 10. Eeoncnlo Taloa o£ Chlldgwi

Hese tho fe s t llity  theoxy o f Lelhenfirteln (both fe v t i-  
H ty Icfvols and txonds) in  deteznLii^ the value o f chlldTeri 
d̂.11 T>e (Escussed,

LeibGngtdn (1957)^^ fomulnctes the view that idLth tho
II

rise  in  incoae, tho socia l gtatiifl of fa n illee  id l l  also 3^se 
and th is dhanc© in  so<sial ^atus w ill lead to a change in 
ta£(tes f03? childrea as vjell ae fo r  those coods vMdb coopeto 
id.th ciriLMren. He said, hui^and’ e relative income i s  more 
important than h is Actual incoae in  determining a couples 
fe r t ility . Given social status, the goals o f parents con^ 
ces£dng the tadtes fo r  children, he said, depends on the 
chaneLnc GOcLo-econoaic stmoture. !Che goals he d ietingoi- 
^ es  are*

i )  10:̂  personal satisfaction or pleasure that 
parents derive from Matching the grovith and 
development of children or tho Consuraption 
U tilities  (iTc).

i i )  material gains that parents receive from 
children's help in  the house, huslnees and 
farm Or the production U tilitie s  (Up)*

ii5 .) IChc old age security, including economic 
support, physical care and psycholo^cal 
security that parents received from their 
children or Security U tility  (Us)*

53 Leibenfltein, Harvey, 1957* op* cit*
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8 5

To meet up these goals, Leibenstein maintains the 

view that, certain costs must he incurred by the parents. 

These costs are of two types: (a) Economic costs and (h) 

the opportunity costs. The former involves direct material 

expenses on child bearing and educational costs (Cd); while 

the later includes indirect expenses (Ci) which parents 

incur in the form of sacrificing recreation, enjoyment, 

freedom, travel, privacy and sleep. These can be represented 

in the following diagram:

Figure: 3.2 A New Analytical Base Representing 
Changing U tility-C o^ Relations

(Source: Leibenstein H. 1957j op.cit, p. 162).

According to Leibenstein, there is  no variation with 
to

regard*personal pleasure and satisfaction that the parents 
of a modem society receive from their children in comparison
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to  that o f tho paronts'in traditioxial societies. SThereforo, 
he dra'js the coaeanption u tility  cur^e (Uc) as a hosLzontal 
Sbraic^t lin o. But, the other two aspectS| such as, mate- 
liaX Gains produced by children and the Importance of ch il
dren OB a EOurcG o f security have heen developed tdth the
growth o£ modemization.^ost, according to Leibensteln uLll

J
increase tilth the Increase o f Income. Because, cost has i t s  
intact on ta ^ es in  detemdaing the fe r t i l it y  behaviour of 
parents. He oaintalns that cost vMch determines the tastes 
and tastes xMcii a ffects the social status is  so important 
theft i t  detei!sLneg vAiether a couple vdlU d e ^ e  more (^Idren  
in  a lituabion i^en his money income increase, least estra 
children td ll create a threat to maintain h is status. Shus, 
Leibensfcein dio;;s that according to the assumption o f tlie 
theory sufltedlned fe r t ility  decline v i l l  eenerally occur as 
a result o f dwelopmotit.

S!ho analysis o f Leibenstein, discussed hero i s  ii^ 0]>> 
tant in  the sense that i t  provides an analytical base fo r  
the study of the oconocdc value o f children, by conslderLng 
the prLnciplos o f values attached to child bearing, viaidi 
we outlined oorlier.
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5.5 lEcroIiovol Framewoiac of the 
Tnlua o f gtdldMm

Xa tlie foregolnG azialysoB* we liave seen liow tbQ clom -̂ 
{jpKiphoxBf ĵ ksiô ]̂ jl̂ gi£ts acdleconoraists tidod to btzlld

r I

tlaeir theoretical approaches in  determining the vala© <>i* 
cidldrec. and how with the chasg© of society froa pro- 
indu£jtxlaX to nodezn e(tage a diarp d iitt i s  made from soc:lo- 
ta l sanctions (maca?o leve l) to individual decifiion maljins 
(aicro level) relating to taste formulation, liJhouGili tho 
analysis o f the earlier authors suffers from many diortfallD , 
Yet th is provides a ground work fo r  the later analysis*

In th is section, an a t t ^ t  is  made to  discuss the 
Dicro-oconondc theory of fe r t ility . Here both the prohloao 
axid. theoretical a p p H exility  of th is approadl vdll be ana
lysed and knovledge o f empirical findings of th is approach 
(alone tilth the conceptual too ls developed by other approa
ches) ^ ill  be taken as an analytical base fo r  the present 
ctuc3y, \Mch is  fundaEentally an anthropolo^cal in  nature 
and desicned on the backspound o f tho cultural setting o f a 
mrcil economy of B an^^edi.

3!ho csoals of mLcro-economic approach of fe r t i lity  is  
to e:£plain the variance in  completed family sise at the 
level of ttie Individual couples* In toicro-economic theory*I'
social and psychological dimensions are suObsumed under sudi 
conoGp/ts as satisfaction, u t ility , tastes and preferm cos. 
Quality o f children desired and the psycholo^cal cost o f
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bl3?wli contsol axe tbe itxtoxveEdng elemeiEt; of oLcro-ocononzlc 
oppxoacli, iMcIi cannot be Sxoud. In an  ̂ demograptdc and
cocio-econonio model of fe r t ility , ChildiJen, under raLcro-(
econoalc approachj are vieiiod as durable soodc said tlie 
dccisicn process relucting to  their production are found to  
be idcntioal lilce other consuiz^tion goods. As Easterlliit 
(19751 has put i t  I

!Hhe conventional theory of consumer behaviour 
viei;s the individual as t^eying to masdmise satis
faction , ^ven a range of goods, their pjcices and 
his oim tastes md incoiae. In the application of 
the theory fo r  fe r t ility  analysis* children are

I ,

viev/ed as ^ e d a l IdLnd o f goodsf and fe r t ility  i s  
seen as a response to the coasiuaer's deaand for 
ca ldron  relative to other goods*
Idlae HicksLan theory of consuioer behaviour, the laicro- 

oconooic approadti of fe r t i lity  attributes a suailar taoajjiiro
I

of :?ationality to reproductive decisions. Here, the d e d - 
aion on the part o f a couple to have ahother child is  deter- 
i:£nod on the basis of the cost o f raising the child aeoinst 
the boaofitB o f having the child.

I ^

3  ̂ Eagterlin, 1975, EconOToic Traaeiriorlc fo r  P ertility  
AnaLyeie', Stiidlaa In guT̂ ri-lv aanirtng 6(3>i 5 ^ 5 .
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Betite? (1960)^ to(Jk tlie pioniojing role in applylns 
Dlcco-oconODilo t^cox7  of consumers beiisnrlour to cldld 
23ins* ainco then, rntany other econocdsts hsPTB atteiapted to 
develop nore refined ss3& eophisticated versioriES of the tiicro- 
oconomic theory of f^ iO ity  (Easfeerlin 1969, 1975; RoMnson 
sad Iloslacher 1971; Satoberah 1971; Bcsliults, 1973, Iidbenfltein 
197 ĵ rrorlov, 197^)^* JChe common coro of taicir discusslonQ 
Ic  to focus the indxvi^Sial and to stress motivation and c^ioice 
in cl3lld bearing behaviour. FawOett (1976)^ listed sLs 
inipor&ant assunptione of inicro-level frajae;^2Sc, ^Mch arc as 
foHowsi

89

^  Boclser, Gtoay S. (1960), *An Econociic Analysis Of F crti-
C^Qmtiries*,^fancet;on Uia.versi.ty -t^ss fo r  the iSTational 
Bu3?eau Of Economic Research, pp.209-2^.

^  lasterlin , Richard E. 19691 'lowarde a Socio-Economic 
JDheory o f FerbiLltyi A Survey o f Recent Research on 
Econpiaio J’actors in  AiiKjriean I'ertillty*  in B^nnan, S*J,

( fd s ) , g a r t i l i t o  and F q ^ It PlamAngi A Ungld Vln.,. 
Tmiveraity o f rachigan i^cecs, Ann AaSjor, pp #127^150,
Easfcerlin, Ricihsird A, 1975* op* cit*
Robinson, Warren C, and D.E. Horlaic^r 1971? op .c it; 1 -^ *
5?oi)bar£jh, Biad (1971), *2owards a SUheory of Denoersgphic

°g'reH>pment and CiiltaBal ObsinRe.

Bchults, I . Paul, 1^ 5 , *A PieliininOT Survey of Econooic 
t e ^ s l e  o£ foxtiU % >, !Bm toflricMfEeonoialc Bevleti. 6?(2.

lioibenstedn, H* 197^4 op*dlt, ^57“ ^79*
Horlov, ^lero, 1974-, Bpusehold & Econoayt Slovjard a Heu 
SJhcory o f Population and Econondc Gro ĵth*, Journal o f 
gpJltlca l Bcanony. 82(2) Part 2, 5200-5218.

57 I?aucett, James 2* 19^ , op#cit«, pp.91-^1^*
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1. People act In onticipation o f Xutuie XQ^axde end 
costs;

i i ,  Ghild3?en pcovlde iiimo3*bant satisfactions in  l l f c t  
'but not without cost;

H i, Pfeople <Jiffer idth respect to t3?pe o f satisfac
tions and costs that are important to thea;

iv . S?h0se differences are related to hoth intezsial 
and pecrchological factors and estem ol social 
and economic factors9 tMch also affect the 
desirability and availability o f alternatives 
to children;

V. 3!he balance of satisfactions and costs are made 
by most people at sone point in  the l i f e  cyclc, 
althouj^i not nccessasLly for every birth;

v i. Ihese choices can be better understood, i f  not 
fu lly  predicted, thou^ research that focases 
on the value and cost o f children.

X jiia ll now, turn to discuss the micro-econocic the035r 
of fe r t ility  as developed by different ©cononists in  different 
tineoo |i

5.5.1 IE.cro-Econoaic 3J>ooEles o f fe r t i l it y  -  
5?ho Housohold Fsoduction Model

nicro-economio approaches to fe rb ility  determination
I, ''roprcsoated by •Household ftroduction Model* ( alternatively 

called •DemaM I’heoiy* or •Chieagc School Approach*} wae 
piriLT3Qri3y based on the masimization of u tility  function 
subject to a budget constraint. This demand frame -̂jork for 
understanding individual differences in  fe r t ility  was coo- 
ceptuaHacd by Gray B, Becker (■1960)^, implemented

58 Beoter, Gray S. (1960), op .cit.
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onpiricaUy by Jacob IB.ncep (1965)^ and has o f late led 
to a nuBibor o f imresbigations of reproductive beheivlocu?
in  various societies ( I .  Paul Schultz» i97^)^*

I

Bockop fonaulscbee the view that sLnce chUdrea ctsJ 
aboosA) a eilbstsatial shaxe o f a coi^les avai3Lable tint& 
and QQZket income, i t  i s  lik e ly  that naxket psices, lareT 
o f spouses wage and non^hunan tfoalth essext substantial 
c ffo cts  on the nun0>er o f children, parents uazrt.

”<H.ven plausible assumption concexninG the time 
intenE^ty o f child reaxlne for \d.ves end husbands and 
alto3H3ative opportunities for the use of th sir time, the 
household demand frssaeijozk predicts that a relative inc
rease in  the value of the w ife 's time i j i l l  essext a more 
noGative e ffect on demand fo r  children, She e ffe ct o f 
n<n-4iitma(Q t«ealth is  assumed to  increase the demand fo r  
children, fo r  i t  would contain no offsetting pxlce of 
timo. !Shese d ifferen tia l value of time (or education) and 
phyf^cal uealth e ffects  on completed fe r t i l it y  behctviour

91

nics and Xconometxics in  Hemoxy of Yehuda Gbnrnfeld, 
Standfoxd, C alif: Standford University Press, pp.G2-82.
--------Theodore W, (197^)* "P extility  and Economic
Taluea", in  !• « . Bohultz (ad),

»r C h lia ^  aim apan a .n in .l. UnlT«..all:7 nf
^  SoZiultz 

Values"
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licivo been conHmed la most emplxicBl gtudLes that appro
priately osclude other endogenouB variables in the piodio- 
tion equation* (I. Paul Schultz, 197^)^.

Xn this model family is viewed as a firm en̂ âged In
the production of basic items of consumption usually callod

42"houso-iiold commodities" • Panilies are assumed on the 
ccTOraQO, to allocate resources availEible to them in such a 
uoQT as to maisdmlse the satisfaction that ^ey receive from 
those resources. The theoretical representation of this 
model in determlninG the value of children has been espro- 
osed in the analyses of Be !2?raŷ  ̂vihidti demands apprecia
tion. ' ^

Under •Hous^old ftjoduction Model*, families are su- 
ppoocd to masdnise a life time utility function of the fojsa

TJ « U (CS)

92

Schultz, iUheodore iJFerfeility and Economic

JliicaGO î ress, Chicago i'
Values* in CP.W. Schultz
I

ultz (ed)
Sgoi ^  tJgLVQgsLty Of

^  As for eacample, ttbte commodity "good health" may require, as ii^uts doctors* services, daugs, « nutritious diet, and a persons time.
^5 De 2ray, DennLs 1976, "Population Gtoifth and Educational Polides - -An .Beonoaic Perspective" in B.G. Kidlcer (ed). Poî alation and Jtevelopment. Johns HopkLns University i;%ess, iJaitimore, iiondon.
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IfiaopG 0 represente u tility  and C end S are, rejy  
pectivoly, a measuaje o f the sea?qioes deglvod 

(“both ncmetaisr and pgychic) and 
3?o3? tlae reason o f slii^ licity , i t  i s  assumed thajt 
td ll nalse a ll fe r t ility  and consumption decision dur̂ '̂ĉ
a period* Comodities C etnd S are not

r ' I
IdbXo in  the mazket« zatber these are pxoduced vdthln 
houQoliold, using the resouices and technology at tho hou<' 
DGhold*s disposal.

!)0ho introduction o f time in  th is models as a prodUiC*- 
tive roBOurce of the hous^old, differentiate i t . from the 
other traditional theory of conso^rs b^£iviour*

If : One o f the most ^jf^Msticated and coaprehensive
^ I estcncionfl of th is model is  shown “by IriHUs ('T975)^» In 

|:̂ l3iD model 'ch ild  services' enters the u t ility  function and

93

> rr ttio p3?odaotion rolationrfjip o f child services i s  assumed
I  p to bo homoeeneous o f de ĵpee

She overall dLscussLon of the 'demand theosy* can bo 
somod up as foUoust
a) 2?hc dmand theoxy, in  i t s  most general foxm, postu
lates that dxLldren are but one autong many potential snro*
m cs throu^ xMch couples can sp^d their wealth*

^  ve.lliB* R(5bert J. 1975i "A New Approach to the Economic 
^ oory  o f JPerfcility Behf^dour", ^  ~ “
£con(K3:7 81(2)} S l3 «9  (M eich/ApHTnl^plem ^

4  ̂ iShat is  an n percentage increase in  a ll inputs id U  
result in  n percentage inCTease in outpub*

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



t)) 0510 maia prenjiBQ o f the deaaond thooiy o f family s i^
I

1g that d 3ildbren aso not rfiô êrod on parents in  sOTa© un- 
contiJOllDd fadiion, l)ut aa?©, rather, thd out coaes o f 
ixoplLaLt or e^qplicit decision maldne 1>7 paxents.
c )  !Hie a n a l^ lca l fraioex^lc o f  the theozsr i s  based on 
the assuc^tion that rnQny o f the fa c to rs  that hear on 

ren ta l decisions to  ptirchase consumption item s ftom the 
B a i^ t place (food , consumer durables, and go on) should 
oXoo a ffco t tba ^poxchase" or prodtiction o f  (M ldren* Aqosg 

t3iG noet important o f these fa c to rs  are the prLoe that pa
rents have to ' pajr in  order to  ra ise a (another) c ^ ld , and 
the £$3ount of resources that parents have at th e ir  d i^ o s a l, 
that i s ,  fam ily income and wealth.

d) I f  c^ ld ren  are lik e  other ite a s  consumed hy houscholdo, 
then, as the cost o f producsing ( i .e *  parents tim e) dbildaion 
3*Lso, holding faiitlly V7ealth and incooe con0tazrt, the nuifber 
o f ch lldrsn  desired o® praiuced hy parcfnts w ill decHno* 
Conyorscly, i f  the cost o f (diildron remain undtimgcd but

Incoise r is e s , then parents vd.ll want to constmo 

(produce) mo3K> children as long as children are noaraal oocwis 
in  the econondc sense o f them.

3.5*2 teaiibajclcs o f Household JE^roduction Model

OJhe demand th eoiy  o f f e r t i l i t y  based on the household 
production model hsnre been c id tic ise d  on a nuniber o f  frcaats

94
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Ijy ecoQOSists (CbsilicheB 197^i I*eibeixflt;oin 197^i Herlovo
1974) ^  oad non^oonooists (Blake Haciboodiri 1972,
Eydor 1973)^ ,̂ ,aUke.

It iB oto served that tJie Deciand theoiy o f fe r t ility  
cont2:l‘biLted sL^i^casitly to t^e e::q?laiiation o f laousehold 
fori;i3i.t7  bdiE^our without knowing e s p lld t ly  why i t  i s  
that parents have dxLldrai* She econoialgt; in  thcdr study 
of fc r t ;ilit7  he^ecviouz treated children exactly as house* 
hold comodity* !This has led to  a theoretical loodel idth 
feu uiuxibiGUxoas predictions* In their explication o f 
household production model, they are accused of igiorinG 
e;j!act2y uhat they are purporting to study, (Dhe family or 
facdly foaaaation*

One iopoirtant vjeakness of the theory is  i t s  ne^^ct 
of the 'jsupply ade*. Ihus, the D«aand theoiy of fe r t i l it y  
cannot he treated as a complete theoxy* It has fa iled  to 
explain, on the one hand, the situations T ^re the demand 
for ddldren does not e:dst (fo r  erac^le, in  estraHiarltal

I»Gil>onsteln* H, 197^» op .cit,*  4*57-479 (June).
Ilorlovo, Marc* 1974-, op*cit* S 2008S18.

^7 BlaSsiG, Juditfr 1965» “DeaograpMc Science and the Redirec-
^  BVWHi'fi ftStagiS

ITsffiiboodirl, H.K, 1972, "Some Observations on the Econo-
toaiyrf.s", saauiajiiaiiJSaflto
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azal 0£]|>&ciall;r pixxmsital feirbillty liaere the demcoid 
for oliildxen ie  zd l); azid on the other haziui, iiaporbaziit 
mpply coadtrsdLnte, where a substoatial portion of parcaito
cm not attain thdLr desired nudbOT of children T̂ ecoiiso oft

bloIogLcal factors,
ITô ; the Quostlcm Is can the econocdc aodols of fer

t ility  help US to uaderdtaad the detenainantB of fe rtilityI
in developing countries and particularly in  the rural areas 
xzhero the bulk of people sftill live and tfijere labour force 
participation of v«men outside hojae is  re sfcricte d/limi ted, 
and conseguently mother’ s time cajinot play a sLgaificaul; 
factor in deterraing fe rtility , I.W. Scaults (1974i20)^, 
notes that

2he household aodel as it  now stands has not been 
developed to treat the particular classes of d r -
cunstances that constrain the household in these

1*

countiaee. 2hese are coimtrles in  vSiich illiteracy  
abounds, human tiine is  c^eap and the income oppoa>- 
tunities that ĵooen have outside the home are tiialnly 
not jobs in the labour maz!cet* Furthexoore, infajib 
oortality, is  h i^ , ]dfe esipectancy at birth is  loi;, 
dofilitation during the adult years is  substantial 
for reasons of inadequate nutrition and enderaic di
seases, and the availability of modem contraceptivc

96

^  Schultz, 2.W* 197 ,̂ o p .d t .i >22.
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techniques, izi£Q.udlng infosmatiou about them is ,  in  geno- 
ra l, uanting. 03ieee classes o f cirouastanoes are not ae 
;yT3t at liome in  the household moaal*

The most crucial defect o f the theory i s  that i t  
cannot he c^plied in  lô j-dnĉ tnie countries, as Cr«V« Jone% 
(1977)^ has mentioned .ttve reasons fo r  it*  M rat  ̂ in  Irv -̂ 
incOQG countries no opportunity cost is  sacrificed by 
iTonen In child care asdstance in  the fao© of IdLn t ic s  O'J 
tho esi;en'3ed nftture o f mutual faiEdly ohligations. gGCcmd* 
aocos*i3ine to  the demand theory of fe r t ility  *11013163?*e tino* 
Id a sL^filcant factor affecting fe r t ility . In soraiD ca l" 
tureo (in  Muslim countries) î oiaen are secluded in  home,
;̂or!r outside the home i s  not a real option fo r  the gpeat 

majority, Shus, i f  v/oraen do not v«>:dc for cultural reasons, 
then aother's time cannot he a significant factor affecting 
fex 'tility , Shird, the theocry fa ils  to measure "household 
u tility  masdaissation", in  lot;*dncone countries. Bccauso, 
the household stsrtusture of laany under developed countries 
are has3cd on "esdjended fam ilies o f mutual o'bligatioaa*' 
(Calducll 1976a)^, Here, unlike the western societies 
tliero Idndiip tie s  are absent, individuals ma:d.mise th d r  
u tility  often at the expemse o f other household menabers.
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^  Jones, G.W, 1977» "Economic and 0ocial Support for 
2‘o r t ility i Conceptual B̂ sBaeirfOrk" in  Rusicka (ed ).

50 Coldvjoll, John C- 197^» 2ov/a2?ds a Bestatement o f 
SGmonptTapMc tDransition ^eoxyt An Innrestigation of 
Conditions before and at the onset of F ertility  Itecline 
Enmlo^ins PrLmarily African Experience & Data, Ponula^. ■ 
tion i  Review, 2&>t 321-566.
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Pourtai. aiGTG tlic deaand tbooiy o f fcayfcility consldero 
childroa’ c role ac “cououcibeps durableo", t!his has aou 
been outviaL ĵbitod In pGasaiit agaeLculture their sole ac 
productive aQont said as a source of security (Caldi/ell 
1976aj 1976b; ITac, ^975, 2 . Hull 1975)^. Slfbh. in  nan:? 
dsvelopinc oourrb3̂ .es o f the uorld, 'supply conefcrairrt;* 
looEis larsG. Khere is  a section in  eveiy population liioafe 
•natural forfciHty^^ (Boo Henĵ r 196i)^^ is  "below their 
desired fe r t ility , peaSiepB because o f s te r ility  or saibfecun- 
dity (oudi aĜ Scbbo, loy fe r t ility  belt o f Central A frica)} 
they cannot produce the children they desire, SChe demand 
theory o f fe r t ility  camot be applied to th is subfecundity
{?POUp.

^1 O ^^en^^  oVi976a Ibidt 521-366.
Calduoll^ JoJm C, 1976b *!Ehe Economic Rationality o f 
Ex^ P cife lity i An Investigation Illustrated vith 
HigerLon Survey Bata*, Department o f Dmoetaphy, 
Australian ITat3.oiial TJ^versity, Caiibean?a Coinieo}.

52 2he fe r t ility  of a population that mrkes no delibe
rate attempt to  lin it  birtais*

55 Henacy. Louis, 1961 *Soac Data on Jlatural F ertility* , 
Eonentca QimtegLT. 3(2} ■ 81-91.
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3.6 Modem Analyeis of tlie Voliw o f 
(Mldgcnt EaflfcexHn»B Fgaaeworig

In Houseliold production oodel, supp3y side was isnored. 
Eagfcerlin (1C75)^ infcosratee the supply dLde o f fe rb ility  
xdth the demand side into the theory o f fe r t i lity  detemLna- 
tion . EastorIin*s interpretation o f a positive incone fe r t i
lity  relation luns in  tr;o directioni (1 ) one i s  the purely 
demand hased on eoonoadc theoiy o f fe r t ility  and the other is

I I

(2) potential output function* According to  him,
a) ParentE 'd l l  demand more crarvlvins children (Cd), 

i f  fe r t ility  regulations are costlcss^^; and
h) 55io nuriber of survivLne ch ild r e n /^ .e . potential 

output o f children (Cn)_7 depends, i f  deliberate 
fe r t i lity  regulations are£fc>sent.

Ihe r330ve tvjo separate interpretations o f Eastertain
are repreGcnted in  fignire 3 .5 ^ .

In ilGore 3,3 the horisontal aids OX measures the nunibor
o f daldrsn and the vertica l axis OY measures the goods
consunod by parontg* Here tastes are represented by the
5^ Eacterlin, Kidiard A. ^975? “An Economic ]?raiaovjoi3£ of 

F ertility  Ana2y£p.s", Studies in  Pamily Planning 6(3)* 
5 ^ 3 .

55 2!he C0£jt o f fe r t ility  regulationc include bo-Ui material 
and PsiYchic and the Hrae and money required to leam  
about i2iG UDC o f fiped fic techniques.

56 See, fo r  eiixoplc Jones, G.W. 1977? Economic & Social 
SuDporfcs for HI ̂  ffertility ; Concoptuia Ŝ araevjork in 
L,!c. Rusika (od7, ®3c Econondc and Socdal Support for

P ortility i >^7 .
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indifference map (1 and 2) and prices and income are repre

sented "by the "budget constraint (L M and Per the

moment, let us ignore the curve Levelled 'by On. Thus in a 

Purely demand "based fe r tility  theory, the maximisation of 

u tility  (or satisfaction) i s  ^own by the point of tengency 

of the indifference curve and the "budget line.

1 0 0

Locus of Cd

0 Oj 0  ̂ 0  ̂ Oj

Number of children.

Figure: 3-3 "Output" compared vdth " Demand" interpre- 
tat’ion of a positive in c o m e e rtility  
relation^ip .

In this case, the point represents the maximisa

tion of u tility , where the number of children desired (or 

demanded) by the household is  C .̂ represents the higher 

level of satisfaction, where more number of children (C^) 

are demanded and more goods (P^C^) consumed by the parents. 

However, at any given time only one is  applicable (either 

LM or L^M^). The connecting line between P and P̂  repre

sents the locus of i .e .  the desired number of children.
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SQms, the above flscuje sSbov/s the positive relation - 
beti7ccn income and purchase o f goods said also Indicate 

that noE<bcr o f cMldren variee directly vdth incocie.
SChe pre-ctodom conditions o f fe r t ility  can also ho 

sSaotm in  an alternative way vdth the help o f potential oai •
put function (Cn)* This function sbous hou the nuclber of

t
Ewrvivinc chlMreai are increasLng ^dth the parents increase 
in  incone (or liv in g  conditions) and vice versa, ;^en no 
deliberstc ottcnpto are made to control fe r t i lity . It i s  
said that natural fe x t ility  vdU be zero belot^ some ndniiama 
point; o f parents consumption and vdth the increase in  incocio 
and standard o f 3ivine f3?oci low level, nattiral fe r t ility  ulU 
increase pr0(^ed.ve3y, but the increracnt become gradn- 
a lly  less until a point i s  reached at 'iMch any c2ian@e in  
living condition (or level) le ft  natural fe r t ility  unaffected. 
Slhis sLtuation i s  ebowi by t^e curve Cn in  figure 3*3 v&ere
increase in  incooo produced a positive income fe r t i l it y  re la -

t

tionEbip by ciilfting the ded.red (or equilibrluia) nuriber o f 
children froa to After that, ai:y increase in  income 
vd ll not load to any increase in  natural fe r t ility .

H!he intei^rotation o f th is  curve d iffers  froa the 
earlier demand irrteipretation* In th is case, the underlying 
mechaoisi involves such things as the e ffects  o f nutrition 
on reproductive capacity.
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Cn fraction adnially the output IntexpretatloQ
o f the pof&tlvc income fe z t illty  relation . Here no taE(t;e 
i s  shorm and oc such parents cannot produce the desired 
nudber o f children like the deoand based econociic thooxT’ 
o f fe r t ility  v^cro the naxiimiia satisfaction  point i s  xtipre  ̂
Esented Ijy the jxJint o f tengenc^ o f budget oonEitralnt an<i 
indifference cu r^ . In th is case, since desires exceed 
potential output, parents vrtnild, however have as many 
children as possible, the emount given by the interaction 
o f the relevant budget constraint idth the Cn function*
3!he Cn function could, hov;ever l ie  to  the zl£$it o f  the Ĉ  
locus for £0110 couples, ee^ecially i f  health conditions 
or QOdal cu&toas more favourable to h i^  natural £qv^ 
t ility *  In mdi cases, the demand interpretation vjould be 
the appr<^2&ato one, since hous^olds idU  be unviUing to 
produce more children,

£a^crlin*s loodel is  useful for understanding the 
conceptual interpretation in  the sense that the Srsmmiki 
developed by Easterlin can be applied successftilly in  any 
anaJysls o f fe r t ility  levels and trends. But, h is model 
i s  not applicoble in  differexxt cultures, over time, and 
betueen different couples* In his analysis, Easterlin con
siders the coat o f  "av^yage" couples, **average supply curve 
o f children", "overage" in^ fference curves and the "average" 
budget constraint to represent the society as a vtiole* But
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th is i s  not acceptable in  maxŝ  vjays* Becaiiee, t^en the 
"average" couplc i s  in  an excess demand situation, Bome 
pxoportiou o£ couples mŝ  g t ill  face an e^cccss simply ar>d 
vice versa. Ibroover, Ea^erlin fa ils  to ^ ve a d ea r idcv, 
about those persons liioee natural fe r t ility  i s  1̂ 610;; the 
desired Icyvel and o f those \jhose potoatial sft:y?p2y o f  chlidieij, 
exceeds their dcfoand ^ven the hud@et constraint they face.

Houever, idth regard to the universal applicability o f 
the nodel, Eagteriin (1969* 151)^  noted that h is theoretical 
framevjork i s  equally applicable to hoth developed and less 
developed countHcs, but that there are seveml conditions 
\Mch must necDssaaily be incoiporated i f  the th eo^  i s  to 
apply s tr ictly  to loss developed countries* These include 
infant niort'alLty, children's contxibution to household in c t^ , 
and <Mldren*s support to parents Tfflien they or© old ".
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37 Sai^erHn, Richard A, 1969» "Sov;ards a Socio-Gconoioic 
Xheozy of F ertility : A Survey o f Becent Research on 
Econooic Factojjs in  Amei±can F ertility " in  S,J. Bohrcian 
e t, a l, (ed ), ger feU lty  Mtd Paai;^  J f̂lyyAngt A VorM 
Vieu. XS.cM.gan} lAiiverslty o f fQ.chxgan ^fress, Ann Iw or*
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3*7 Inter-Jielations o f Various lypes o f •Value 
fiygfccu* uadfig, Soj5io-PffirclxQ3x)Acal Aopipacli

In receixt; yca3?s, a lapse number o f aitbhore ta?© £o\md 
dealing vdth the value of children and their approach I 0 

primarLly oodo-p^TCholo^cal in  nature. In 1972, Bcaiultae 
for the first- tiiae pointed out that the researchers on thy 
valUG o f childron uere ignorLng the non-naterial value (fiLic’ « 
as affection, rcspect, pride, pleasure e tc .) o f children 
froa th d r  dlscusiDlon. Thic ultimately led to  the gcovjth 
o f BOdo-pecrchologLcal approach o f fe r t ility -

She nodo-^cychologlcal approach alwctye en^ihasizes 
the needc o f individuals that are fu lfille d  hy having d liil- 
dren, iOrLs approncto is  based on motivations and coioprLses 
laore or less a ll other approaches that are related i-dth the 
value o f children gtu(3y* As FoffOan and Hofftaan (1975*44)^ 
poinfced outi "Sooio^sydhological approach resttlts from a 
secofch fo r  a the03?etical scheme, capal>le o f incorporatine 
many values taiat children provide in  various cultures".
ItLke Hoffcian and Hofflaan, Berelson (1975)^^* Fawcett(1976)^,
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5B Hoffman, lo in , V. and £1«L. Hoffiaan, 1973 op .cits 44.
59 Berelcon, Boasiard (1973) "5Jhe Value o f Childreni A 

Taxoncoical Essay*, in  the Bopulation Council Annual 
Report 1972, ibpulation Council, Hew Xorkt 17-27*

60 Paxxett, Janes 2* (1 ^ 6 ), •3?he Value and Cost o f the 
Pirsb G ^ld*, paper presented at the Conference on the 
rirsfc Child, C alifom ia, 23-^6 JIarch, 1976.
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and Araold ^  ^  (1975)^^ are the pq»pononts o f th is appro
ach* p ilo t 0bnd7  on the value o f chlldxen in  Asia and 
the United Btatos involving six  oountiies (Japan, Bbrea, 
Saiuan, H iillip inos, Ihailand and the United States (Hawaii)) 
oazxied out under the auspices o f the East-West population 
Institute in  Hauoii vas the glazing example, vjhere the value 
o f children \jqlb assessed under socio-pEQrchologLcal approach* 
According to  Paucett (1976i9)» "3!he Socio-*pq7choloeioal 
approach i s  the ‘broadest o f the four approaches discussed 
hero, since i t  attempts to incorporate a ll diaenfsLons o f the 
value and cost o f diildcen tSiat are relevant to child bearir^ 
decisions**.

2hou£  ̂ the Hmitation of th is approach i s  primarily 
nethodolOE^cal, yet sodo-^sychologlcal approach is  ;Justi- 
fled  on the Ground that (a ) i t  incorporates non-material va
lue o f children; and (b) provides a long l is t  o f "value 
scheme" (or notivations) fo r  future analytical dbLscusrf-on 
on the Value of caldron  applicable in  a ll differeDt culture*
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I

61 Arnold, 3frod et. a l. (1975), 2!he Vslue of Childreni A 
Cross natiom T^uoy, V ol.I, Introduction and Cooparar 
tive Anolyelfl, Eagt-West Population Institute, Honolulu.
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iShooxotical Hationalo and Other Pers
pective |s under Bocio^fiQ ^ologlcal Approach

ICheoretical'rationale for the socio-ptsjrcholo^cal 
approach has ‘boQU provided by Hoffman and Hofftaon (1975)®^*i I
vdlereae other concral pergpeotives o f tliLs approach are 
diom by Favjceffet (1976)®^, Berelaon (1973)^  and Arnold 
SSL ^  (1975)^^. i?or the comrenience o f future analysis, 
a few lig t  o f value scheaee are presented below that are
ded.^ed fo r  a ll culture by the above authors.

ii '

5.7«'1*1 Holltim and Hoffman (1973)
1. Adult statas and socLal identity.
2 . Ejroand-On o f se lf, t ie  to a IsePge entity, 

“ia3orta2ity".
3̂  I^lortolltys reHgiaQt altruLssii 0>od o f the 

croup I nomfi regardtng se:^nlity, iiapulsLvo- 
D06S1 virtue,

4. Kciiiaa^ Epeoup t ie s , a ffilia tio n ,
; I

5* Stiaulafcion, noveltry, fun.
6. Creativity, accoB^jliEhment, coupetence,
7 . i^wor, influence, and affection ,

I,

8. Social coE^aiison, competition,
9. Economc Dti3Lity,

62 Hoffiaan L.W* and M,L. Hoffman, 1973, op. c i t .
65 Paiicett, James SJ. 1976, op.c i t .
6  ̂ Berelgon, Bomca?d, 1973 Ibida 17-27,
65 Arnold, Fred et a l, 1975, Ib id» 8 ,
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1. BioloQlcalt "Sbe Innate femaleness in  a direc
ting her development tmjasds to^theiSiood*', wanting cMXdren as 
"the essence o f her self-ceealization'*, indicating noimality.

2 . Cnlturolt 93ie effect o f cultural and social guides 
to drllcl boaiiinc; the desire fo r  cMldxen ie  culturally san
ctioned and ingtitutionally eupported. I t  i s  the natural 
thing to do; i t  i s  a social expectation.

3» P o litica l! Heproduction for purposes o f h i^ e r  
authority o f a larger comunity than the fandly.

4-. EconoizLci ddldren as an econooic resource} they 
h£t7e ntatemal u tility  aaong rural poor, they provide labour 
in  fieldBf hunting, help in  the house and care of younger 
cMldren, the douiy and hxide wealth for parents and support 
them in  la tter l i f e .  In other social setting chiMzen compete 
xdth other "consucior goods" and servlcest the opportunity cosb 
(especially idth respect to human time) o f having children i s  
vezy h i^ .

Fanilialt Childr(»i desired for the e:stension o f 
foo ily  nano, proprLtation o f anacestors and fo r  religious 
functions, for aalntaining or Improving marriage, to hold 
husband or occupy 'idfe, to repair or rejuvenate mairiago, 
fo r  family happiaess, fo r secuaity, confort and assurance 
in  family H fo.
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3.7*'I.2 Borclson (1975)
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6« PoT£9onal: «

a) Child beaariLng gives paa?ents personal poxjer,
,1

gLvqs fisbber po:7or over mother, or mother povjer over 
father, or paronts poTTor or influence over in-laue.

b ) Bocooinc a parent demonstrsftes ooiapetanoe o f 
an essential liuaan roles; **nen and vcmen who are clossd 
o ff  fron otbm? doaongtrations o f coiapetence throu^ lack 
o f talent or educational oppoitunitiee or social gtatus 
gfcill have tlie ccntral one". For males parenthoods shows 
v ir ility , potenccTs Waciiiaao for females, i t  denonstrates 
fecundity.

c) Personal status in  the eyes o f the conaaunity is  
Gained "by child ‘bearias especially x̂ here sjtatus and pres
tige is  tied taore to fanily than to individual*

5-7-1.5 Arnold jgJt ^  C1975)
Arnold treated the value o f children dLiaen-

sions as intorvordns hetvjeen ‘back£?x>und (sodo-econoBie) snd
situational factors on the one hand and fe r t ility  h^avLour
on the othoo?, as ^^cll as intervening between p ^ h o lo e ica l
and social orientation (individaal aodem ity) and fe r t i lity
behaviour* 2!his acheme implied, although never specifica lly
stated, that fan ily  sLse norms become family d.ze values
which are internalized by individuals, and that fe r t i l it y
becomes alno£:rt entireGLy a matter for individual decisions* 
S!he analysis o f Axnold e t .a l i s  sho;';n below in  figiire
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F i g u r e  5 . 4

Conceptual Model for  the Value of Children Study 
(from Arnold et al V o l.I , The Value o f  Chil
dren: A Cross-5!^a^ional Study, 1975:8)*

SOCI 0-.nEM0(2liPHI C 
FACTCERS

BACKCSCUITD
Education 
Urban experience 
VtLfe's emplojrment 
History 
Age 
Sex
Age at marriage

SITUATION
Income
W ife's current
employment
Parity

PSICHCLOGICAL 
Airo

SOCIAL OEIENTATIOIT

Decision rUndedness 
Modernity 
Media exposure 
Small-family press 
Child bearing press

I

I *

4

i:t
1:

r

ViliUE OE CHILIEM

POSITIVE VALUES
Economic benefits
Economic benefits 
and security
Self-enrichment 
and development
Iden tifica tion  
vdth children
Family cohensiveness 
and continuity

NEGATIVE VALUES
Emotional costs
Economic costs
H estrictions or 
opportunity costs
Physical demand
Family cost

LARGE FAMILY VALUES 
Sibling r e la t io n ^ p s  
Bex preferences 
Child survival 

SMALL FAMXLY VALUES 
Societa l costs 
Maternal health.

FERTILITY
AND

FAMELY PLMNING
Birth Control 

Knowledge 
Attitude 
Use

FAMILY SIZE 
Actual 
Desired 
Ideal
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5 . 7 * ^ 3?auc0tt (1976)
Pogltlvo (5aQQgai y.fi3Jiefl

1 . Biaotional BonetLte* Happiness, love* coiapanicndbii>, 
£m*, also -viewed In roverse as r e lie f  fipoa stra?.r. 
and avoldence o t t}orodom or UmelLniess.

2« Economic Benefits ond Becuvltys Benefits £Hom 
cl3ildrQn*6 help in  the house, business or faVQ,
SJKxa care o f siblings, and from ^ai^ng o f incomes 
old age security for parents, includdng econocdc 
ooppoat, ph3Td.cal core, and psychological socurlty-

3* Solf»£nrlchment and Development i Leazcing from 
1^0 e^exlence of child bearing; becoming more 
responsible and mature; incentive and goals in  
l i f e ;  belns viewed as an a<!kxlt, a grovm \men or 
man; se lf fulfilm ent; feeling o f competence as a 
parent; being needed and useful.

Identification idth Ghildreni Pleasure from wat- 
diino groijth and development o f children; pride in  
c^ldren*s accoiz^liiteents; reflection  o f se lf in  
children.

5 , 3?anlly Cchesiveness and Oontinuityi Children as 
a bond bet\;een hud>and and id fe ; fulfilm ent of 
naasEiaee; coi^pleteness o f faudly l i f e ; cortbinuity 
of family name and traditions; producing heirs; 
having future {^and children.
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Hoggtivg JalaoB
1, Enotional Coi^st General eraotional strain; caaccaza 

dboot discipline and laoral behaviour o f children; 
\:oTŜ  07QV healtda; noise and disorder in  household; 
dhildren as nuisance.

2 , Econoiti.c Cocitss Expenses o f child beaiine; 
tiooa l costs,' I

3. Hcstrictions or Opportunity Costsi I*a<&: of 
b ia ity  £SQd freedom; restrictions on socia l l i f e ,  
rocrea ti^ , travel; lack o f privacy, rogtrlctionc 
on carcor or occupational mobilLty; no time for 
personal needs and desires.

4. £1)7 ^  cal Demands I Bsctra h0use;70Zk, caring for 
children; loss o f sleep; general v/ea^Lness.

5?. Foolly Costst Less tiioe xdth i^ouse; ^sa^roe* 
nents over rearine of children; loss o f spouse’ s 
affection .

T.nTnv, gnrrtlrr Y^Tl.n̂

1. Sit>lln6 Holationshlps* Desire fo r  another child 
to provide coctpanioin^p fo r  e^gting children; 
onilching the Uves o f children; avoiding an only 
ch ild .

2. Bo  ̂ J^ferencet Specific desires for a son or 
dozif^or; desLro for a certain coniblnation o f 
oosces among children.

3» d iild  Survivali Concern that existing children 
nc:Qr die; need for more dilldren to have enoo^ 
curvive to adulthood.
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BnaU Pcnlto- Talucsi

1 , riatoamal Healthi Concern that too many pregnane^off, 
OEf piegaanoy xjlien tho mother is  beyond a oerfcaln 
a@e, io  bod for the mother's health*

2, SociGtal Cootsi Concern about ovexpopulatlon, 
be3i.ef that another child ijould be a burden to 
oociety.

112

3.8 M

In the foroGOinc analysis, we have discussed, in  de
ta il , d iffo r^ t  thoorotical approaches concemins the value 
o f children studies* !Che merits and Ic^jfpholess and the 
conceptual schemes o f these approaches in  the contesct of 
their applicability in  different cultural regions are also 
analysed. She analysis reveals that the deoand theory of 
fe r t ility  i s  priiaarily based under the socio-economic fTame- 
V70rk o f the v/ostem society and found completely inapplicable 
in  lou income countisles* 33iou^ Eagterlin 's theory i s  formu
lated under a broad fromeiJoaSs to cover the (Averse elements 
in5 >iniiiG on fe r t ility , but the theory loses it s  sp eciH d ty . 
Several conditions must necessarily be incorporated i f  the 
thecffiy io  to  C5pply strictly  to less developed countries* As 
fe r t ility  vaiiOB from one society to  another among different
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groups or indivldoals tdthln the eame society, therefovs, 
ono pcjrticular foaitility  theory le  not Hfcely to hold good.
In ordea? to undorstand the valient nature o f fo rb ility  in  
difforcsit dcTGlopine societies or class o f pooplOj s^ara’̂ r 
fe r t ility  theories for each cocmunity daould he desieneii Xiy 
considerinc particularly their culture, social and famil;;T 
setting in  laind.

TSiq vaaient nature o f fe r t ility  is  easily  noticed viiê a
X7e find con proforonce i s  the common motive affecting fe it i*
31ty in  ISoDoa, Taiwan and amone the Ibos o f lEeerla and in
Hindn DOcietiGs o f India (Aline Wong 1976; Arnold al.1975;
Okore 1977)*^> “but not in  Ihailcaid and Indonesia; ependlnG
on uncloo or nephet^e an afbligation in  Toruba Society in
m gocia creatinG a sLiaLlar satisfaction as spending on xdvos
or children (Caldvell 1976a, 1976b not in  India and
G6 Wonc A.K. "33ao Value o f Children and the Household Econoay 

in  an Uifean Settinc* A Seviev; o f CurrGHt VOO Studies in  
the Dovelopine World" 1976. Puhlidied in  the Economic & 
Social Supports for H l^  F ertility  edited "by L .I. Huslclca. 
Dopartacsc o f Demography Australian National TJniver&dLty, 
CaEiborra 1977*
Amold, Prod ^  jji , 1975» op .c it.
Okore, A.O, 1977» "35»e Value o f Children among Ibo House- 
holds in ^ se r ia l A Study o f Arochukid ])ivision and 03ft>an 
UnuaMa into Imo State". 1977i Unpilblidied Ih.D, 33iesiD, 
AuiS^olian Hational University, Caziborra*

67 Calduoll, John C. 1976a op.cit* 321-366.
Oalduell, John C. 1976b, op.(^t.
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BaBGlad©^; iJoetiActioa o f female labour force paiticipa^ 
tion in  I4is3in coaixtries, but not in  the wostt; deteiminaf- 
tion  o f foacilo estatae and sccuadty only th iou^  protiiction 
o f SOHB in  csodfc o f the lo;-? income cotmbrlos of Sotith-Eas^
Ad.a, but not in  the strototype societies o f the West; 
dOEjiEO for laT0O fsiallies ssiaonG Catholics in  the 
ond Boddicft in  3!tuxlletnd, but not in  cozxbrac^tive usins 
societioc. GOdo*@conomi& and cultural set ting
t3y in^uonce in  doteamlrdDG the fe r t i l it y  pattern and moti
vation for dlaildren*

Our ood a l setting i s  not fu lly  modernised. Here taoder- 
nisstion process i s  very slowly, !Chus, the concop-
tusl £tna3yjiG o f the above fo p tility  theoiiefl are not s tr ictly  
applicable in  our case. S3ie analytical too ls  o f the above 
froaouosSz xjill ^usb eorvo as guide in  fonoulating our ot^ 
data to our oim culture.

In the follovane chapters, vje vdll diov; how the con
ceptual tools outlined in  th is chapter are reflected  by our 
ec^ irical date, collected from a rural cooounity in

I

BanepLadeî .
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Dusiae tho lafit ten years, we have vdtneseed a con- 
siderabXo nudber o f studies on the valu& o f cMldren. A ll

Ir

these dto^eo are found related idth the basic detenadLnants 
o f fe r t ility  bdiavloup, and these are usually t>y fo -
cussinG the in ter relation i^p  between the two sets o f 
variabloG -  one 1b *cocio-econoniic* in  nature and the other 
one is  *d<̂ 0{^aphic* in  character* Itogt; of these studLeSf 
hOHOvcr, are conducted in  the v^est, and one general conclu
sion Ssoa these dtudies appear to  bo that the sodo-econocdc 
benefit£3 i^aich parents derive from having many children are 
the iia^or dotcroinantG o f h i^  fe r t ility .

One can agreo iJith the position that individual couples 
in many low dc5velpped countries see the added economic value 
o f addition-^ children as greater than the added coijfc o f 
havinc then, but aeaiii, one cannot agree that th eir evalua
tion  i s  necesciixily coin?ect. Because, most o f the studies 
on the voluc of children are found conventional in  the sense 
that the baslq assumption and conclusion o f these sbudies 
are urdfom, liost o f tSie cOnteÊ oraŝ  ̂ studies on the valae 
o f childrcm £070 based on t^e assiniptlon that couples msfee 
cost-^ionD£its ca3Lculations in  makinE child bearine decision 
and they drau aliaost the sano conclusion that daildron enters 
Into productive activ ities at a relatively  early age; has 
n 1o:j lovDl of consumption; the parental ^ore o f children’ s 

amins is  vea:y h i^  and the discount rate is  lou.
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Ono nay not dLsageee vAth the nseunption or the con- 
clufliou dram by the conteoporasy \jsLtors on the value of 
Ghlldroa« Because, thou^ the same theme o f the value o f 
chilctom are outlined long hefOre in  pre-indusfcrial days 
by Pl£Cbo, &:odus, Hondevllle, Adaa Sciith and othersi yet 
the inplioatioas o f the approach o f the modem losLters on 
the value of children are quite d ifferent. But, vihat i s  
most heartening to note that though the value and cost of 
children cilffer giyeatly ftom Vfegtem social stereotype to 
less developed countiios situation, yet major research pro- 
iJect on the value and cost o f children in  less developed 
count3iee are analysed on wesbem style, depending on the 
theoretical Itameiork made in  the west. She conteiaporeay 
reseorchors o f low developed counti^es are found to  follow  
the method o f data coU cction and miiaic the choice of vari
ables of the uosteiaa scholars* ^ e  nature o f such conbem- 
porary roiaoardiors ere vjell reflected  in  the vxLtings o f 
Suchart ^  (1976)^ as £t>Uoys>

iiSiooo researchers oeem guite satisfied  vdth their 
in tellectual dependence and the pieces o f vork they 
do, thrlnlri-ng that they understand something and do 
Domcthing usseful. A ll these happenings are unders- 
tonddble as mocrt o f the zesearchors are trained in  the
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68 fludiart, P. and Eredericfc A, Day 1976, "Cost and Value 
o f Children in  Hural 3?haLland" in  L.I* Rusica (ed ). Ihe 
Econocilc and Social Supports fo r  Uif^ F ertility . Austr^ 
Hon national Universdty, Caribeira, 1977*
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uo£>t and oonsegaeBtly they end up dolns roseorcb 
for tho Gnterfcaiaaeat of the West era Scholars, 
contribution hardly earthing useful to their oim 
socictios or to  a truo undergtandlns o f the pheno- 
Qona* In 02̂ r  to con^rehend the complex rslatioi^- 

*bettieon GOd^al values and fo rk llity  change« 
the roseoroher msrt; particularly attune himeelf to 
the differing and unlgue a^ects o f the social and
ocorKK^c exxvironinent o f eadh society* His research

‘ i

vjill oiily be useful i f  he makes! a JudLdous choice 
o f the reseorcfli methods that are su it^ le  \dt4d.n the 
social and ecoaonilc confceid: o f the loca l people*
2hio uay well necesd.tatc innovative laettiodB or an 
adoption of old nethods to  g^shieve meaningful re
sult g .

Ho’v’GfVGr, this section intends to revievj some o f ttie 
major coateEq?oraiy ec^irical findings tSiat the value o f 
diildron appisjach has jdelded. SChe ^scussion u ill  cover 
only those stu<2ies vMch ere conducted very recently in  
less developed countrieB of the South and South Asia, and 
Africa, ond oiiCludes a ll value o f children studios tMch 
ere conpleted in  the weefc. Because, tô  purpose i s  to 
inved:ieate the fe r t ility  behaviour o f parents in  low de
veloped countries of the world and particularly in  the rural 
Gconos  ̂ of Ban^l^dedi. In the review \i?ork, I shall look 
into the laajor oopirical findings and drav/backs of the
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contooporaiy voIug o f 6hildren gfcudies In the contesd; o f 
tJieir nfitliDc3Dloey eaid t iy  to shov; the ma^or gaps stlXl 
icmain and then cxsplore the need o f my study in  the p ie - 
sent dtate o f ino^./ledgo about human fcartility, vdthin a 
tota l cocietal context.

2ho cffcudies on value o f cldldjfon, in  recent years, 
can bo (ilvided broadly under txio eroupsi One type o f study 
is  conductDd undta; the framowoack of *econoiaic theory o f 
fortiS ity*. tl!his theoiy has been introduced by Becker (1960) 
and populcrly knovm as Becker* s model o f *151 cro-economic 
theoiy o f consumers behaviour* and later on developed and 
refined by a ^jritcrs like Easterlin (1969)^^i
Schults (1975)^®, Ben-^rath (197^)^'^, Herlov (197^)^^, 
Leibenjjfrein (197^)^^ and others. 2!he other eproup of studies 
on value o f daildren, tjere mostly EAP (Khovjledge, Attitude 
and Piicti^ce o f Foiaily Planning) in nature, She economic 
interpretation of fe r t ility  behaviour have en ĵoyed a Gpod 
deal of popularity over the past 15 years* It seeks to
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explain the ixrtor-grelstbionsblp betvjeen vo3*ious socio- 
econoi^lc and daiOQTaphlc diaxactezififclcs o£ IndividhiaXs 
(or houDCliDldo) on tbe one hand and ferfeiUI^ meamxee 
on the othGTo 5!he economic thooigr o f fe rb illty  was de
veloped in  t&o tfnlted States and I ts  eiaplslcal va riflca - 
tion  haa oo for 'been largely limLted to  th is  country. Some 
uogtem S ocio lt^ sto  C&Xake 1968, Preediaan 1963)^^ have 
already guccftioned the applicability o f micro-oconoaic 
theoiy to  fe r t ility  decisions. Its  applicability to de- 
TelopinG societies has remain largely untested* IQie conven
tional KAP dtudies, hoi^ever, are nostly conducted in  conne
ction vd.th fso ily  planning pro^am es. The majority o f the 
family planning research betTr;een 19A6 to 1972 have been K&P 
studioDj iSâGSO the most comon independent variables were 
norms values and b e lie f isydtems regarding fazzdly size and 
Mrth control. (Rosario 1973)^^.
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Uptil not;, txjo ma^or * cross cultural studies* o f fer
t i l i t y  lidaavlour êsre conducted in  Asia. Oiese ti;o studios 
were corrlGd out from Sodo^scrciiolo^cal Perspective. One 
is  the •ECAEE etu^  on Hui^and-V^fe Coommicatlon* and the 
other one i c  the •Jilot Stu<Sfcr on the Value o f CMldren in  
Asia and tlie United States (Hawaii)*. Ihe fir s t  one was 
held in  197*1 coiaprifllns four countries o f Asia v iz ., Iran, 
India, HiillipiniDs and SinGapore (ESCAP 1975) and i t  atteia- 
pted to ovalaate the attitude o f couples touards lare© and 
BOall fandly sise. SEhe second one was held in  197^ under 
th© augpioes o f the East-West population Institute in  Hawaii, 
coopxi£dn£; sLx countries v iz . Japan, Korea, SaLv/an, 
D iillip inos, ^ailand end the 1M.ted States (Hav?aiii) (Pat^cott 
et al 197^ )^ * study has shoim that how children ftil-
f i l  laany needs and also create oany d ifficu ltie s  in  the lives 
o f paircaits.

Althou^ systematic research on the value and cost of 
children i s  a receixt development, the quantity o f research 
is  not ioprosslvo, particularly in  the household context of 
the devoloidnG countries of the v;orld. ^ a r t  from the t\:o 
cross national studies, only fev; individual country studies 
î ere hold on the value o f children, for exaople, the Hong Ebnc
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family Idfe Suivoy o f 1972 (Choi and Chan 1975; Cliune and 
Wong 1976)^ and go®© 3?ocent Ejfcudies in  Tcdwan (Hueller 
1972; Yonc 197^)^* In other parts o f the developing uorld, 
incTGad-ng interost in  regearc3a on value o f (Children is  
also &q?OGQd t3fy tjoiae proposed dfcudies, in  B olivia (Oianoros
1975)^ SMcoy (KagltclbaEdL, 1975)®^ and Chile (a^Jrae^

In Indoneslat tx;o more dtudiec are foand on the value 
o f (^sildron. One ia  by 5, Hull (1975* 1977)^^ and the other

77 Ghol ^ d  K.C, Chen 1973, "33ae Impact o f Industriiali-
Kation on P ortility  in  Hong Kbuc: A Demosraphic, Social & 
Econooic Aaolyoie'*, Social Reeeardi Centre, ChineBe Uni
verse, ty o f Hoag Sbne» Hong Song (oimeo)*
Ghane, B.J, and A*K. Wong 1976, "Contenaporaicr Chine so 
Vooen and the Industilal Society in  Hong Songt Chan^ng
EoIob and 3?ani3y  Values* oonogr^h (under preparation).

78 Iloellor, E. 1972, "Econonde Motives for Family Idraitg^ 
2 6 ( 3 5 l ai wan” . Population Btndles.
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Fcrdly**, Centro de Invesfcigaciones sociales. Academia 
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80 En(3j.t<SLbasi, C, 1975, 35ie T urkic Hational VOC Survey 
Conducted at the Bogasici University, Istanbul, S leld - 
uosfe cjtage,

SI 2fumGE, Jean 197^, "Economio Context & the meaning o f  
Children to Parents in  Chile*, paper presented at Second 
International Conference of the Ageocxation fo r  Cross 
Otiltur^ p£ychology, ffi.ngdton, Ontario, August, 197^ 
(laiQoo)*

82 HtOa, 2*.H. 1975, o p .d t .
H on, S.H. 1977,* ^ 0  Influence o f Social Class on the 
(k E ffective Demand for Children in  a Javanese ‘W .lla^* in  
Ecoaoaic and Social Support for Hi|^ Ferfcility, edited "by 
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one I d by Has, iM te and poet ('1978)®^*
Hull collected hie data fj?oa a villaeo in  Indoneeia 

(Hagiii.'ohar^o in  Java) and using his data, he diowed th© 
ccononLc ufciSity o f children in  that viU aee. His 
important Undings are as foUo\/ei

1 ) Cldldxen o£ lov;or and middle income housoholdc 
in  the- ■village are found eneaged in  productive a ctiv ities. 
While the (MIdren of the cLchegt hous<^olds in  the v i l la s  
are round to celdoa participate in  productive a ctiv ities.

SliGTD are at least four reasons vjhy the children of 
the rich do not work on a regular hasLs. F irst, they are 
norc J ik d y  at aziy age to  he in  school and th is irM M ts 
their ab ility  to  participate in  johs. Second> their parents 
are ucually Govenament o ffic ia ls  and there are fet̂  oppor- 
tuDitiGs ascociatod î dth these jobs which eMld could par- 
tid p a to  and help i t s  parents. Ihird. even i f  there are 
ootae eecoMary jobs availeblo, the rich parents are likely  
to  dists^bute t^em to non-famLIy men£bers in  order to gsin 
the lovoraeo attendent on the practice o f patronage,
H^jiflllv. i t  i s  often a throat to se lf respect o f a rich 
man to have h is tiife and children workins.

2) Eich children are too eKpensLve. Heavy expenditures 
ore uoually incurred fo r  their education, food, elaborate 
clothin{^ and other consumption demands. Poor dilldren are 
able to iioOz enou^ hours and they mafce su fficient returns
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to C0V3I  tills expenses after age or eo.
3) Wheai (Mldren naracy, eet up their o\m fan llies 

ond aovc- their poreaats unlikely to  rGgularly ro -
ceive any ®4p]cL£Lcant amount o f naterlal help unless he 
is  inoapacitatod.

M-} Girls o f less than 12 are found to have the 
pxiiaatsr syospoujsiljility for co<Aing, and hoys foctch v;ater 
and Gather fUol and fodder, and when they reach adoleecenco 
talce thcdr fathers* places in  the village nieJit watch.

A ll children aged 10-19, resardless o f participa
tion  in  the vaad.ous a ctiv ities, an cveraee of over one hour 
per day trac r^ent hy hoys, and three hours a day hy (^ rls 
on the porfomance o f various household services.

6) iChe poor have lovjcr fe r t i l it y  and oore of their 
children die in  infancy than is  the case o f the rich .

Eg concludes hy saying that, how can fe r t ility  he 
expected to fa ll , i f  there are no significant changes in  
social ETtructure* A tdde range o f change in  social and 
oconCEdc dfczjucturc in  Java is  required before any neanLng- 
fu l reduction in  fe r t ility  can he obtained.

Hull confused himself in  distinguishing the term 
•Woafii* and •Leisure*. Por e::sjaple, in  h is view a hoy 
playing ^Jith a young child or flying a kite xJiile x-JorkinE 
buffalo0 cjtjaze iiay not be treated as participating in  
gainful i.’OiSi. S!his may not be an acceptable proposition.
In a recent i7orkshop organized by Agricultural Development
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Council, hdd in  Sincapore* i t  was proposed that "uopk 
is  liiat -̂ VL prefer aone cjno else to do, uhLl© leiisure 
activity i s  iM ; you prefer to do yourself, even another 
is  villinG  to take your place". Bub Hull interpreted the 
concept as *What i s  not on^Joyable". iHhis has u lt i-
mato2y led bin to support that parents o f aiLch children 
are found to  seldom i.t>rk in  production. I f  he could inter
pret the concept meaninsfully then ho tjould find a large 
nudber o f children of rich  parents t:ere regularly parti
cipating in  production i.t)rk.

2he author in  his stu<3̂  pointed out that 'rich  ch il
dren are too e::pensive*. Ho\: i f  the cost o f raising ch il
dren in  ric2i foEzilies are hif^ier, then vjhy do wealthier 
couplos tend to ho!Ve more children? Moreovor, what is  the 
reaction of a poor landless or a Taarginal fanaer to high 
fe r t i2ity ?  2!hece aspects are not shorn in  hia study.

Arjcdn, EuH*s assertion that parent’ s are losine 
conbrol of their children's labour is  not correct. Because, 
h is data do not provide ajg” clue to  the ahove contention.

IIovjovGr, the laajor shortcorainG o f h is stu ^  i s  that, 
lilcG others, ho fa lls  to measure the net economic value 
o f children. He rather arcued that i f  children did not 
constitute a net material advantage act any point in  tine, 
then i t  :;as not correct to say that they t?ere an economic 
lia b ility  in  the long run. Because, Children provide 
various non-ciaterial services t o  their parents.

ia£i-
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She study o f Hag, White and Peet (1978)®^ i s  contd.- 
dored to be more refinod, v e il plazmed* intensive and 
tlioti^t pxovoId.ng than the other studies conducted on. the 
suhject.

AnbhiTOpologlcal £Leld investigations were conductcX 
by thca in  the tvio com unities of Asia. VIhite did the 
fie ld  inveetisation in  the Javanese v illage frou IlaECli i97-' 
to Dooontoor 1973 and Beet v̂ arked in  the ITepaleoe vUlas© 
from tiuly 1972 to Deceaber 1975* In Java» a house3aold ausv 
vcy vas ctmducted in  478 households covei^ng a tota l popu- 
lotion  of 2,197 porsous. Out of these, only 20 (twenty) 
housoholda were taken as saiaple size fo r  intensive jstody of 
ua£3£«̂ ẑ ut data* In ^ p a lt a household survey v;as coiiiuoted 
covering 674 households and 5,252 persons* Out o f these 45 
to  50 iChaial households wore taJcon as sample sLse for inten- 
nlve study o f worfe-dnpot data* Observation was the tecim i- 
quo mostly emplOTod in  collecting the data, althouj^ i t  m s

[I
supplemoatod at times hy interviews.

tOhe important findings o f the authors a2?e noted beloirt
1) Children of both villages ^end an increasing 

anount o f time in  vfoxk a ctiv ities  as they grot; older. Jsnranose 
boys and g^rls o f 15-19 years spend as mudi as 7*9 a2id 10.2 
hours per day respectively in  a ll vvork a ctiv ities, vM lo *ttio
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coETCspondlnc figures fo r  tho B’opalGse viHaeD are 9.5 
and 11.3 hours. A diazp incseaso o f Input In a ll ix>i& 
occurs at age 12-4^ aBone Javanese g ir ls , *15-19 amonG 
JoRraaoso boys. iSho lower tjcveraeo Input by J«xvanese boye 
o f 9-11 than by those o f 6-8 can be ©splainod by tho 
that the foroor attend scshool laore*

2) In both villages, tho average input of ^ I s  
12- 1  ̂ years old in  a ll i s  alnosb the same as that 
of males 15 years and above; the averacQ input o f 15-19 
years old s li lo  esiceeds that of males 15 years and over.
In diroctly productive vjoik, the average v.-oite inpxits o f 
children o f a ll age-sex gcoups are lower than those of 
nalcs 15 years and over.

5) Both Javanese and ITepalese s lr ls  do more v;oeI: 
than boys in  alnosfc a ll age croups. She higher averafje 
input by Ei*2?lo is  due mainly to their relatively  hi{:^cr 
contribution to  household maintenance T̂ork. 2he d iffe 
rence roGardins d irectly productive vjosk i s  not so cuarlsDd, 
©2cept in  the case of 9-11 and 12- 1  ̂ years old boys and 
f^rls of the, Javanese v illa se , She g irls  of these age 
croups participate in  a major i;ay of handicrafts, trade 
ar^ wage labour, iliereaB the boys of the correepondine 
aee-̂ jTOups parfciclpats in  a major x;ay only in  animal care.

4-) Children in  small fam ilios do loss uoiSc 'tiiota 
those in  large fam ilies. As such, childron in  la r^  
faoi2io s  are more productive than those in  aaall faaili.es.
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Hoaaeholde vdtli tota l \ioi3s. input o£
cihildjjGa sae economically more ©accessfal* Housdioldo 

Greater access to land Sox vrnt-nLco cultivation 
licfve G3?oater tota l woik input of daildiyen.

6) In contrast to  the Generally accepted view 
rural uneiaployaent arKi ooderoiaploymcat arc tdde£^>read in  
densely populated Java, i t  i s  said that there arc a Icajgo 
nur&>cr of occupaticms (aog^ of theQ wLth loi;er econoinlc 
rotum than aaLce cultivation) to ;M ch access i s  vigtuaU^ 
unld.cti.ted*

2be adult oan (15 years or older) in  Javanese houise- 
holds Q̂ end on the average almosrt o i^ t  hours daily, and 
adult tjotaan alQOst six hours daily, in  d irectly  productive 
\:osk, When child caro, food preparation and various other 
neccssary tasks of household maintenance are included, 
avoraso input o f a ll woiSi: rise  to 8 .7  hours per day for 
men and 11. i  hours per day for vjojaen.

7 ) Elderly parents depend largely on their offssprinc
fo r  caro and sustenaacc, Bependence on son i s  much more

8*5coaaon than depertdence oaa dau^ters
]?roia the above findings, the authors conclude that

«Gven in  peasant villaees of h i^  population density,
85 Hoijever, in  the Javanese villaeD the parents are almost 

oqaally dependent on sons .and dau^teps in  their old 
age. ^Ihis i s  due to  soiiavjtiat flesdhle pattern of mari
ta l residence in  Java.
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liouDCiholdB vdth a is la tive ly  large nuaber o f clxLldren 
appoar to onssire themselves a lengthy period of oeoisonic 
('sacooss* durLne the latter phaoe o f thoip developneirfc.
3?he dnration o f th is p£33?iod depends hoth on the parents 
a b ility  to produce children t4io survive and on their sfltri-* 
H ty to retain control of their children’ s labour by pos’̂ *' 
poolne their cSiapersal from the household at the cuis?etifc 
rate o f reproduction and under present circumstancec, ch il
dren proh^ly hiive net pod-tive economic value to their 
parents in  these v illages» aside from the old age security 
they provide them*'.

nihe conclusion o f Has, lifiiite and Peet, houever, is  
not idthout lim itations, 3?hey considered a society ^lierc 
socio-econQsaic sfcaetus of men and v/anen are equal. But in  
oociotics t'iicre taele children are prefeired for socio
economic a?easons and female children ore considered as 
burden to their parent S| as in  the case of 
and PakistRn, the exante prooability o f incurring losses 
rather than c^ins fro:a a female child must be guite higji. 
Sherefare, the poi&tive vialue of children as observed in  
a Javcmeee and Nepalese v illasos moy not be replicated in
another society tjhere female participation in  direct inoomo

G6ooneratine activ ities is  neglieible *
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Sac ot.aX, found tliat cihllduon in  largo fsaaillcs are 
G070 psoductive than thoso In snail fam ilies. But th is 
does not laean that they are more active. In large facdlie^it 
older £$i"blines are found TiorldLns hard to mind the youi;©er 
ones and in  some cases they relieve their parents to 
dpate nore in  d irectly productive and other household ta^^s 
hy toldng care of younc children, ;ihich is  not pocsi'blc in  
a small fainily, \iiorc children \dll tend to tie  th d r  mother 
to C0Qcsi;ic chores, Shus, large fatiiHes are latore productivo, 
heconse they are large. How far the houeo woiik caused by 
children and the house work pej^onned hy children balance 
at different ages and parities needs to be clearly disonr- 
tangled lihile esanLning the net productivity of a household 
by fanily d-ae. Iloreover, aoefc o f the la a ^  farailies are 
found rich  and th is nay give them more opportunities to unr- 
deirtJalre productive a ctiv ities and nay explain their lilglicr 
labour input;. One stiouldi therefore, control for variation 
in  accesa to  resources vibile eacacainiag the re la tio n ^ p  
bet-v.-cen faiDily size and labour input.

In addition to this lim itation, the study has other 
d.gnificant imbalances. Shey argued, children are valus^le 
to th d r elderly parents} but they have not measured i t .
Again, in  determining the net economic value of children to 
their poronte, they have considered only food budget as a
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na^or cost component, and other important items are ij^ red *  
Cost of food m i^t "be a major item, btxt th is docs not nece-* 
cccsriXy account fo r  other major cost8« sudi ast cost of 
education, clothing and medicine* Xhorefore, the net ocon‘>* 
o ic  value o f children arrived at this study mâ  he con^do* 
rod only partial. Ifereover, the authors hâ re considerod 
only nuntoer of producers unit but not consumers units in  fei.- 
fan ilies iM le  estimating the net value o f children, 2bi*! 
iu  a colossal omission, I?inally, the authors have fa iled  to 
pTOscnt a statistica l profLle of economic class and incotae 
catac<M?7 of households in  the viUages under study and th(m 
to show how demography is  influesiced by the dhanee o f the 
above t;;o factors.

It is  generally assumed that the not economic returns 
from children in  peasant households are hi{^er in  oonsldo* 
ration tdth costs vMch parents bear to rsdlse them up. 
Because, cliildren in  suc^ economy enters into productive 
csctivlties at a relatively early age, consume less, produce 
noro and provide economic security their parents old age. 
I f ,  hOTJSver, there i s  a s l i ^  dhange in  the above assump
tion , the positive value o f children nay turn into a nogar 
tivo one. !Chus, positive and/or negative value of children 
depend to a large estent on the assumption one ma^es.

Eva Mueller (*1976)®  ̂ calculated the net economlo
returns from children by comparing the age-sex p roiile  o f
G7 rtieller, Eva 1976, "35ie Economic Value of Cliildren in  

X-̂ asant Agriculture” , in  I^nald G. RL^er (ed). Ponula-
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p2X>ductivit;7 conamsptlon of childxen fo r  India azid 
OJsdwon- Sho found that cbildren h&re negatlvo values in  
poasant a0 d,oaltiupe. 33ie ma^or Endings o f her analyd-s 
ease as follovm:

IPcmala never produce enou^ to  o ffset th eir oonsonp- 
tion  and that males do not become net producers until after 
ooD 15* Children (O *^) o f either ses; ctmsume more than 

produce, until they rea ^  the 15- ^  as© hrQCikot, i .e .  
the time Âien they theaselve eet married and have childroa, 
2he surplus produced by youths 15-19 i s  asiall relative to 
the d e ficit en^ndered by (Cbildren. Adults produce 2*2 
tines as mu(& as they consume; and elders are self«-£Riffi<dent* 

On the basis o f the above Undlngs, Iftu^er condudes 
that the more children there are, the smaller i s  the q:soqqg 
of production over consuc^tion and the lo ^ r  i s  the potential 
sOTine rate* In other t?ords, children produce negativG re
turn and they are economic burden on peasant households. But 
liic lle r 's  analysis i s  based on certain faulty assumptions 
fo r  ijhioh «^e i s  subjected to severe c r it id a a  by conteirt- 
pora2iy authors*

Her conclusion that in  developing countries, children 
under a@e of 15 do l i t t le  ecanocdc work and th eir producti
v ity , even during the peek season, tends to  be low, i s  based 
on her unrealistic assumption on productivity* In defining 
i;®oductivity, ^ e  includes only those a ctiv ities  o f children 
xihioh are related to agricultural iioifes Ci*e* cultivation and 
tiaco labour) and escludes a ll non^agrlcultuareJL a ctiv ities
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(sac2i as, bouse v;03&s axid child care vMch f3?ees the loothor 
to (20 additional ecoiioctic of children. It io , there
fore , unroallstic to vdthbold non-agrlcultural tjocIcs froa 
an  ̂ Gi?fcima,t0 o f labour inputs provided hy children to tho 
peasant hous^old. 2!he school attendence o f Children bcloi; 
tho aGC of Toi^t stand as a reason of low participsction 
of children in  productive activities* But th is cannot be 
jU£$td.fiod hy considering the loi-j attendence o f children in  
£3Chool and their active participation in  farm v/orlzs around 
the cchool. Her assertion that children participcfc© in  
productive a ctiv ities  after the age o f 15 years, ni£^t be 
the result o f the use o f o ffic ia l defin ition  o f labour 
f03?ce, laiich does not refect correctly the labour force 
participation of doildren. Because, such sta tistics  do not 
truely represent the age pattern o f labour force participa
tion  oither in  market a ctiv ities or in  peasant household 
oconooy, uhere children engage in  gainful a ctiv ities  at a
fairT^ early age (6^7) (VMte 1975» 1976, Caldi;ell, 1977a 
Claafc, 1970* ^as e t.a l 1978» Cain 1977)^.
88 White, Benjanin 1975* "She Economic iTnportance o f chil^ 

dren in  a Javanese v illage” in  Uoni Hag (ed ), g ppulatlcai
HaettOJ Houton PubHsbers,

Cald^-;ell, John 0, 1977& Econocdc Bationality o f H i^  
fe r t i l it y : An inveer^gation Illustrated vdth ^ g ^ a n  
Survey*, gpDU&ation Studies. Tol.XXH, Ho.1 (Harch),
Vfhite, Benjamin, 1976 "Production and Reproduction in  a 
Javanoee v illa ge", unpuhli^ed OThesis subiaittcd at
the Coluc&ia University,
Clark) Colin, 1970 '3!ho Economic & Social Implications o f 
Population Control* in  A. A llison (ed) Population Contro2, 
Icndon, Pengiiin BoOk, pp,222-257*
Hag et.al* 1978* o p .d t .
Cain, Head I* 1977* op .c it.
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HoroQ^eTt I&ielXer also makes Tmrc^dlstlc assmaptions 
in  doallne hop consumption and production piw filos. She 
QSf3(Mos that adult males produce 2,2 times as mach ae t!icy 
connune and thus m oltiplies a ll valoos in  the production 
pro£lleB "by 2,2 to  malco them con^arable to  those in  the 
consumption p ro file . But labour productivity i s  not unii'orm 
in  a ll peasant community. It vaaies lAth diffeayent typon 
of peasant Qc^omy and therefor© the va lid ity  o f the corvgj^ 
d.on figaro used by Ifcieller needs to  he empirically toEffccd,

M ioller finds that elders are self-sofficiorrb , Because, 
they Tjoric on their family faasng until veiy d ose  to  the age 
of their death and therefore questioned the va lid ity  of 
parents dependence on child3?en as old aee security. But does 
jiie ever consLder the kind and productivity o f such i.̂ oiSio and 
the cases o f those elderly persons viho do not om  any farti 
land? tforeovor, she also does not mention anything relating 
to the cases o f those old women idiose labour participation 
i s  lovr end v&o depends mainly on children 's financial asslc»- 
tanco £ind support. Ilueller mostly used data o f secondary 
cQurccs dravm from different countries and therefore, her 
canary EE. s o f the value o f children f  jailed to  ansvjcr some of 
the cr itica l issues relevant to th is concept.

Here t̂ i?o other studies on value o f children are found
t'Torth mentioning. One such stU(3̂  is  conducted by Suc!iarfc(l577)^^
09 Su<3iart P. and F.A. Day 1977, 'Cost & Value o f children in  

Sural 3!hailand* in  the Econoraio & Social Support for Hi£^ 
F ertility , Edited by L.O*. Rusicka, Deptt, of DenocPophy, 
Australian National University, Canberra 1977*
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in  (E!iciiland and the otlior one is  conducted by Repetto
(1976)^ , xd.th xes|>ect to Issues on v&Lue of cldldiTon in  
dcvclopine countries. 3!he foaaer found that ch ilto n  havo 
positive valu5s in  peasant a@EicuIture azid the la tter 
found negative values of children in  peasant agpdculttirc.

lEhe analysis o f 8uchart is  not a deviation froa the 
eorSlor findings vMch suppoxted economic value o f ch il*  
dron in  peasant household by considoxinG that diildron par- 
ticipato in  productive a ctiv ities  a£t a relativolsr
earlS" ( 6- 7 )» male children produce more than feiaale 
dbildroi, they free the adults to  participate laore in  maScot 
and home production activ ities and support the elderly 
parents in  old age, etc. But he fa ils  to consider the 
productive a ctiv ities o f children after aHoidng fo r  con)- 
sunption. STherefore, h is conclusion about l^c net po^tive 
vsXue of children cazmot be accepted unconditionally.

Repetto's (*197S)^ analyse of the value o f children 
i s  mostly theoretical in  nature ax  ̂ i s  confined to the 
coc=Lo*»cconomic craiditione of developins countries. fc0.taiout 
using any data, he tries  to investigate, how fe r t i l it y  
chaaces uith the (diaiiGe of economic benefits and costs o f 
children. He considers that change in  the demand fo r  l^ ou r 
rd-Ĝ t be expected to change fe r t ility . Few studies deal vdth

90 Rer>etto, Robert 1976, "Direct Economic Costs and Yctlue 
o f Children" in  Ronald G. Ridker (ed ). JgopulatiQiLjmd

91 Scpotto, R. 1976, Ibid. pp*77-97*

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



tlic diTJige in  demand for cliild labour oar se (as opposod 
to clianGGs in  cMXd labour pazrticipation rates iMcili 
in^luonced t»y supply ae well as deniand)# tioet; resoarchers 
ta il  to  isola te the effects  of achool parfeicipeftion and 
fanlly income on fe r t ility . As such. Repetto cannot pa?o- 
ceod fiiether vdtli kls discussLon in  that line*

Bepetto S3id* a reduction in  tOie effective demand 
for daild labour tends to result in  a negative uealtlh 
Dffcct for tlie household, along vjith an incs^ase in  the 
opportunity cost of a raisins child . WLth regard to the 
giiostion, vihether taarginal (dsild happens to  Tje an asset 
csid lia b ility , he said, other thin^ ŝ heiug equal« deslrod 
ferfcility  v jill 150 h i^ e r  i f  the additional child i s  more 
an asset (or less of a lia b ility ). Bis term, asset i s  
not cloar* Because, an additional child cd.{^t be wanted 
by a narginal or landless farmer either for hie cLsk taini- 
Eiisation cxs h is profit raaisiialzation.

According to him, hig^ fe r t i lity  indiu^es lou school 
attondence rates because of income constiTaints. At the 
same tiiae, the availability o f ample employment opportuni
t ie s  for children and the laclc o f education opportunities 
nay induce fam ilies to have h i^ e r  ferfciU ty level* noi;evGr, 
m ltip lc  reasons of lô -; school attendence (such as, socia l, 
rolieious, personal e t c .) other than hif^ fe r t i lity  or 
income constralnfc cannot be ruled oat* tforeover, hi{^ ccw 
b ition , lone-®un economic gain, power and prestige also
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inducc paoy parents to eond their cliildren to  educational 
ln£!ti^tloJis in  spite of availability  of azople Job opî osv 
tunities.

Aoain, Eepetto foxiaulates tbe view that evldonfi> 
ro£3E>cct to  old age support i s  mostly gtialitative and ’ 
root. JEhis, ho said was the result o f attitude surveys 
conducted in  different countries tfcere strong family t f .?'5 

î ere traditional and l i t t le  was kno\ai about actual esdyaat 
of trcmsfer* 2hus, he argues* iidiere the ©arvival of cM.1-  
clren cannot he s^rranted and vjhero ample iscope o f inTrestflw 
ont are available in  the present laarlcet, imrestTaent in  other 
altoraatives (such as, on Land, bank sefviners, Jevjollary e tc .) 
in  noro profitable then ohildr<ai.

C ilticia lne this point, Bidker (1976)^  pointed out 
that Hepetto did not consider the xisks o f such investment s.
Farm investtaont are illiq u id , money and Jewellsy can depre
d a te  or i t  meor be stolen. Cocmeroial institutions con also 
00 bankrupt, moreover, the depreciation of value due to  ix>- 
fla tion  and the r l^ s  o f th eft, fir e , flood , conllBeation 
and other natural calamities cannot be ignored in  the long 
ron-

S2hus, investment on children in  peasant economy is  
pcofitable. Because the cost o f bringing children into the 
\70rld i s  not ves^ h i^ , and the costs o f supportinc them are

136

92 Ridlisr, Ronald G. 1976, "Porspectivenese on Population 
Policy and Besearch" in  Ronald (r. Bidker (ed)« PoduJ
aaa, ??h8.gg.8̂  iHgaiETOt'M-John Hopkins ifiniverslty i^ s s , Baltimore, iondon, pp.1-35
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spread over at least ton to fifteen  years -  consideiinG tlio 
econflsii.0 returns xMch parents derive and the security 
t£dOTj BOtljer's receive from their surviving cMldren.

Hotjovor, the ocoaicriaic u t ility  o f Children io  not; c<il,v 
f d t  by the parents o f the developing countries o f Asaia*
SGVoral Afiican countries also te s tify  the cconosdc vaXity o;" 
children scad these are reflected in  the studies o f CaldyeV, 
(1976a 1977a 1 9 7 7 b O k o r e  (1977)^ aM others.

In A fiica (ISLgeria), children are considered more vas- 
luable than t-jealth. 3!he chansliiG African Family Project 
that 30 percent of o il Yoruha s t i l l  hold that c^iildren arc 
either "better than t';ealth or are I'̂ ealth (Okedldi ot.al.197^)^^*

137

95 Calduell, John C, 1976a- op .cit. 
Caldwell, John C, 1977a. op .cit.

H ty chaaage seizes Ho.l chan^ng 
Cctnhqrrat Xhe Australian Hationa

AfiXcSn companion e§::&est 
Lon^ University, Deptt. of

3)eiaotp?aphyl
9^ Olcore, A, 1977, o p .d t .
95 Olrediji, et*al. I 9763 *3!he Changing African Family to jioct*  

A Heport vjith Special Eeference to the Hieerian So^aent* ̂  
Btuaoe In the ttadto nam ing ?(5>t pp.1§&-136.
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Siailar vieif ie  e:q?resGGd by Caldv;ell (1977c)^ and Otex;
(1977)^* Childi?eii in  African 'begin to wojfe at an carJjr 
QG© o£ €>-7 year and the labour input o f the cJaildrcn tiTJC 
estrcnely va lu^ le to  the econonio survival o f a hous^xoifi-.

A hous^old with large nusiber o f children is  ciblc .V.-s 
diversi;^ the econoiaic activ itiee and also talse econOTtdo 
liindfallo* Whereas lack of adegaate labour in  ncajy parts 
of Africa (Sonya and Western Hieeria) may be coneidcrod as 
econonically disastrous to family. In CBiana and Nigeria, 
sQall fafidlies haTring OS children in  rural aroac are found

I

on aver ago poorer than the rest o f the cocsaunity (Caldwell 
19770)^.

96 OaldtTell, John C. 1977c, "Mea»irln£s vrealth PIotjs and 
the nationality of Perfcilityi Ilhou^ts and plans Based 
on the Pir!^ place on African Woife", ghe :^onoMc and 
SocialJapDOrt far Hinh B artility. lastraiian UatlonsJ.
umverelty, Canberra, 1977*

97 Olcore, A. 1977, op .cit,
9B Cald\\»ell, John C. 1977c, op .cit.
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In A£KLcat particularly in  ZSLgeria seoittance Sxgq 
nierant meoibors congtitute an important sour&e o f inooao 
o f the household, Caldwell (1977a)^ and Adopo^u (197^)'*^ 
found in  different parte o f  HLeeiia that the majority o f 
tho U2̂ an oigrants resitted money to  their parent6/rolatians 
and th is reoittance constituted a sLgnificaixt portion o f 
houseihold income, ^ u s , in  IQLgezlan family» migration 
provides an e:sd;ra income to  the rural household, particu-

iV
la rly  to  those households, vibLdh have large nusiber o f ch il
dren.

Emended feisily system and lautual Obligation in  
Africa i s  also veiy strong. CShildren who intends to go 
oirtd.de the \dllage for h i^ e r  education are usually asd.£^- 
tod by QGCibers o f the eatended family. Once a son secures 
a pomanent ;}ob in  uAan areas, he i s  o f great help to 
paronts. Caiildren are residing in  tov7n and establi
shed in  ^me trade or occupation, used to  help their parents 
financially and th is includes g ifts  o f money, clothing and 
other materials, etc.

139

99 Caldwell, John C* 1977a o p .d t .
100 Adopoiju, A. 1974, ‘fiural-uAan socio-economic links* 

The escaible o f mtgpant in  South-West lB.gei*La* in  S. 
Acdn (ed ). Hodezn migrants in  Vestezn A frica, O ĉford 
Univerri.ty ftsoss, pp. 127- 137*

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



Pasent0 in  zusal Africa zeceive net econoiiiic bene*
^ t s  out o f having large nuniber o f children» because the 
codts of rsieLng ddldbren in  m ral A frica i s  veijr l it t le  
in  consideration idth the subEft&ntiol benofLts TM.GtL tho^ 
provide. 3hjo studiee (Caldwell 1977c, Okediji 1976)"*^ 
aeaaurinc the l i fe  return on investaent in  children as well 
as the outflow o f cJiildren was made in JBLeê da in  1 9 7 ^ 5  

and in  Ghana In 1963* She lEgerian study also discussed 
T.dth the in ter generational flow o f wealth. Both those 
studies c^wed that the returns from children are co^stan- 
t ia l .

Hoxieverf the economic returns and costs o f children 
are not unifona among a ll classes o f people in  rural 
A frica. Bich parents usually incur more costs fo r  the 
nointenamo o f children than their poor counterparbs* 02hero- 
fore , vje need more data on value and cost o f children in  
different parts o f Africa and particularly among different 
claoses o f people fo r  deteixdLning the net econondLc value 
o f dtdldren.

Our socioty d iffers from African culture in  tom s 
o f language, kinship t ie s , marriage pattern and family 
dtmcture* Therefore, ;iihat i s  appUcable in  A frica, can
not reproduced in  Aria in  a ll sphares o f l i f e  o f our rural 
people.

101 Caldwell, John C. 1977c o p .c it,
OkedUi, 1976, o p .c it.
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In Banelade^, uptll now« onl^ eitudies on value 
o f ctdldren (Cain 1977; Bo2!ket-e-«Khuda 1977)^^^ Q3ce done* 
Out o f t2ieB0 tv̂ Of one is  done by a forelgnes (Cain 1977) 

in  tho GOiX o f Bangladeshy and the other one i s  done 'by a 
B a n ^ ^ c ^  national (Ehuda 197&) in  foreign soil* Hcctu- 
roXl^ these diverse factors are reflected  in  their dtudy. 
Xho former takes the help o f some intermediaries (vx)i!ic 
aosldbants) from Bacca city  to explore hie to\m ideas in  
*Chor Gupalpur* (a village in  I^iaensin^ d is tr ic t) and the 
later ‘bdng trained up in  the west tried  to  feed his borro
wed data as per reguiretoente o f the uestem scholars*

It cannot be understood that hoi? a researcher, i;l30 
is  not personally fa o ilia r  vdth the individual respondentSt 
h is lan0Q.age, culture, {society, zeUci-on and economic en- 
visoment o f the area for a longer period, can thro;j 31 ̂ t  
on the value and cost o f children of a peasant economy, 
only by collecting data through some non-villasers, liiose 
duration o f study in  the village extends from one to three 
months.

141

102 Csin, Hoad ®, (1977) t Economic A ctiv ities o f 
Cr^ldren in  a v i lla ^  in  Banglade^", 
and PeTelopneal; KevieM. Ho.?, pp.201-;
Khuda-e-^aiScat ( 1977)* *Value of children in  a 
Banglade^ v illa g e ', in  John C. Caldv^U (ed ), 
ghe DersLgtence o f Hlidi PeffiljL t^
JUopaTCnent o f demography, ane AustraliSTaatlonalJJopaTcnent o f flemograph; 
tJniversity, pp,681- 728.
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Cain selected a viUaee In BangXadesh (Ohar-Gupalpux 
oS I^inensin^ dL ^:dct) sad esiaolziod the economic value o f 
djilc3ron "by enploylnc time allocation data. !Ihe major fin - 
dinco o f Me study are noted belov;t

1) Children o f both sexee begin their economically 
useful ijork around age 6, performinc such tasks as catho« 
lin e fu e l,' fetching water, carxying mesBages and caiEying 
fo r  younger children. CSxle are particularly found activo 
in  siTOCping, cleaning u ten d ls and dishes, tending cMdccns 
and picking ch illie s  by that age.

2) Boys aeeume responsibility fo r  the care o f cattle 
Ground age 8 or 9* 3?hey also be^n to engage in  f i^ n g  
by that age, CiLrls on average begin to participate in  most 
rlco processing and food preparation a ctiv ities  bett;oen age 
9 and 10.

3) Or average male children begin agricultural
at approximately age 11 and become net producer by age 12.

4) At age 13, children o f both sex work on average,
Q0 long or longer than adults. By age 12--15 male children 
reach a level o f efficiency in  harvesting that is  almost 
oguivalent to that o f an adult.

Both male and female adults v}0i& s lig ^ ly  more 
than 9 hours p»r day on average vdth age from 13- 15* 53ig 
abcoluto ma^OEity time o f  male children i s  devoted to direc
t ly  productive act5Ad.ties but the female diildren sp^nd most 
o f their time in  household maintenance loozks.
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6) Boye below age 10, froa landless houselioldB vvojjfc 
fcucr Iioura overall than bojB fron landed bouseholdG; and 
tliey also î jend paoportlonally less tine in  d iie ctly  pro
ductive iJoaAim By contrast, boys age 10 and older £son land
less bouseholdc do conisldorably more iwoi3c tlian those iron 
landed clasi^s*

7) By ago 15, male children'b cumulative production 
c:!x:ccds their oannilative consumption; and by age 22, a mole 
cliLldren can coc^neate his ovm cumulative consunption and 
that o£ one sister,

8) Pcoale childron do not cosq^ensate their tota l 
coasuaption by the tine they leave their parents household 

(aCG "15).
9) Opportunity costs o f citdld birth and rearinG are 

niniaal due to limited productive ijoik opportunitios fo r  
tjonon, the comp at ab ility  o f vjomen*s work and child care, 
and the i^as^ng o f child care re^onsL bilities vdth others 
in  the household*

ITrom the above findings, the author concludest 
® ... HieJi fe r t ility  and large numbers o f survivlne children 
arc econoToioally *rational* proposition’*, fo r  the parents 
in  Lia33y parts o f the developing v;orld.

Hmjcver, this conclusion ^ould be treated ijith cau
tion* Because, the study o f Cain suffers fxom several lirii- 
tations) the most important of idiich are noted belo îrt
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a) Bcins a foretgaer, he was not well convrorsant 
idtli the local probleias (euch as« laiisoaBCt culturc,
Docioty, relig ioa  e tc .)

t>) H© euq?loyod hired ijork assifibante from Dacca citjr, 
iK)st o f \3iom were non-^llaEsers. As such* inforaatioas 
rolatinc t;o laadholdinG, income and con^usual lir e  o£ peo
ple o f taio st?u<3t5T vUlage were not acuratel^ reflected in  
his data. H fficu ltie s  associated idth c o lle c t^  data on 
income have been recognised by researchers- Caldvxjll 
(1976a)^®^ observed, "Money i s  a sensitive matter and people 
tire u^d to givlns lawng infomiation about i t ,  maqy oi^en- 
dituroB and some courcos o f income they find d iffi(» ilt  to 
reca ll or even ©nibarraslng to mention".

c ) He reeruited some youne boys o f the loca lity  .;lio 
iTcrc GOine to scfcool or recently stopped ©oias to school 
to help his V7ork assisfcanbs iribo v?ere non-TrLUaserB. IXxt 
younc boys draw l it t le  attention o f the v illagers» \i3xch 
Cain himself obstacved. In most cases* they were noclected 
by the villagers and as such his data collection  suffered 
from abiGiJity.

d) A ll h is gaestionnaires were prepared in  SngJdsSi*
It is  not Imoina how the Hagers and the school goias 
iJ03!Is-asGLstants of Cain were able to understand the d if f i 
cult questions Mdtten in EngHiii language and hovj they 
fillo d  in  the gueetionnaires*

105 Cald^jell, John 1976, op*cit« pp*521-366*
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o) He ecrtimatod the Xabouv-inpizt o£ children on t!io 
baeis o f data collected dosing tvo oonth's peziod onl^. 
Enploycient oppoit uni tie s  poiticu lasly those related to  
acELculture are eutojeoted to severe aeaeonal fluctuatiO'tt’ 
in  Bonelade^. Jioreover, cropping pattern varies froa 
region to region (Chaudhury 1978)^®\. JEherefOre, -
tion  Of labour input o f clsildren "basod on tijo nontlic .
xx)uld be a Gross M s-represeatation o f yoarly lefco'̂ ir in̂ t̂sc 
for diildrcn o f the entire country.

f )  Moreover, Cain did not say anything obo\it tSio cost 
o f raisins children. He only referred the cofjt o f food 
stuffs indirectly "by not looking at the actual expenditure. 
But, the net value o f children cannot "be measured by food 
codfc alone, ignoring other important cost items, suĉ i as, 
cI ô Megj education, medicine and sodolisa tion  o f children*

g) He measured the productivity o f children by tisldng 
d iild  ;̂age as proportion o f average adult iijage prevailing 
at a particular crop season. 5!his measure o f productivity 
o f cihildren labour is  unacceptable given the tremendous 
seasonal fluctuations in  wage rate over the year (Chaadhury 
1973)*^° .̂

145

104 Chaudhury, Eafigul H, 1978, "Some aspects o f Seasonal 
XMLmensions to Rural poverty". A paper presersted at taie 
conference on seasonal Dimensions to Eural poverty* 
hold in  the Institute o f Development Studies, Susses: 
Univercity, U.K. July 3-6.
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In vlev; o£ these liiaitations) 1£ Is  fe lt  that the
o f CaLn provides a neceseary axid valuable s ta r t le  

point, but toore research i s  needed before one can aDDoats 
and con5>are the actual economic value o f  children to tl'̂ s'’ '- 
poronts*

Baxket ( 19771 1978)^ ^  completed another etud;/ 
the value o f diildren in  a village in  BanEladeiSi (v i l2.i\;v 
•Barkait* in  Ghandina thana o f CoBrLHa d is tr ic t ). 25i6 
£?fcu(!S7 i s  not intensive liire Gain (1977) esaoincd the 
various issaios related to meaauaing the economic vaXuG o f 
childron by using data colloctod meticulously over a long 
period o f time, auhe study o f Barlcat i s  based on *one shot* 
survey unlike the prospective study o f Cain. !Elie ma^or 
fincS.nes o f Barkat arc given as follovjs*

1) Over t;vo-thLrde of a ll re^ondei^s ivere in  favour 
of five children,

2) Over 97 percent o f a ll re^ondents fe lt  consr fo r  
a man '̂ dth no sons.

3) Over 7^*5 percent males and 61 percent o f  fcsaalec 
fo lt  that for a person havliig less land than 0.5  acres, i t  
uac s t i l l  useful fo r  him to hair© a larger nusfcer o f ch il
dren.

When given a lot o f alternative choices, over ono- 
tidrd o f a ll a?espondeats were in  favour o f  another child.

146

105 Smda-e-BajScat 19771 o p .d t . pp.681-728.
Ehuda-e-aarkat 197S» *Labour tJtilization in  a vUlano 
Economy o f Bangladedi*, Unpublished JRh.D. 331 ssertation 
A.H.U., Gaaberra.
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5) Ifein cosfcs o f (M ldren food, followed by 
clotMng and educational espenceo* 28 poEcenb o f tSic 
37GC3£)ondoiits said that a c ^ ld  cosfc the aost around 5“7 

7 oaT3 o f age; ^  percent o f the respondents roported 
tlid.s for diildren around 8-10 year© o f ago; and 16 per 
cont o f the respondents reported tJUie fo r  cihildron 11*-̂ ' 
years o f aee,

6) For hoys the loost common types o f activitiGG
tending animals, running errandsj ciiild care and co llo o - 
ting fireiajod. Only some o f the hoys v;ere engaged in  
poroly acricultural -w03& -  plouglhinc* veedin^ and nursery. 
3?or G^xls the most comon type o f activ ity  was child cares* 
follot^ed hy tendine animals, coolcins and rrainine errands* 
{Shore \jere a few who vere reported to he engaged in b o i- 
Hns» husking*

7) Boys i?ere engaged in the foUovjing types o f pro
ductive activities* Slouching, hoeing, herroiAng, nursery

treaisplanting, manuring and fertilia ln g , veodLnc, 
haznresting, maintenance and repairs o f farm equipment, 
tanr!toti33ig, scarlne birds, ta!d.ns food to t h e  fie ld s , £L« 
ESaing, tending animals, ha '̂Mng, manual irrigation , hsdr 
cutting (bsxfcar) etc.

Girls %?ere OTigaged in the folloijing types o f activ i
ties* Gtoordng vegetables* th rei^ n g , boilin g and drying 
grain, scaring birds, husfeing, fishing, tending animals, 
chinning yard, maJsing handicrafts, collectin g fire^’ood 
etc •
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8) Althouc^ gLiIb ased 5-9 years cooked, washed and 
oloaaod» brou^t water and ran errands, they were nogtly 
encased in cJiild care and collecting firev«>od. Girls 
years ispend relatively more tine in cooMjib, vasMng and 
cloarine and "brineinG water than tlaeir younger sictOTE, 
catl20U£?i they alao minded children and collected ilr>-̂ v;ccv.

9) Vfi-th an increase in age, boys spend less tino c f
child care and move on agriculture, tending antua.g
and non-faia activities.

10) Cliildren ensured the survival of the fatally nane.
32 percent of the re^ondente espectcd assistance froa 
their sons for rao  ̂ of their needs during their old age. 
Parents talce children, e^ecially boys, as insurance agdl- 
nsfc old age, Qaildren also physically taJce care of their 
old and invalid parents.

Ehus, after completing his whole analysis, the author 
concludes: "It is  clear that the role of children in nsral 
Bangladesh, and, to a considerable e:rtent, in a ll Ban̂ âdesbi, 
has reaaa&able simllarltieB to that described as being the 
situation cmong Yoruba peoplas of IBLgeria".

Proa the conclusion of the author, i t  appears that ho 
uas influeacod by .-African studies on value of children. 
2houcJi in many respect, alT3ilarf.ties are found, yet our 
socrlety differs from African Comunity in respect of social
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Ejfcmzcturc, k ln i^ p  t ie s ,  attitude tov;arde preference, 
nouriaGe pattern and so on and £jo fortli*

Houevor, after ooing tlirou^ the t;liolo analyris oX 

tliG autlior,it appears that he inteadss to touch evoi^TtMric 
■dthout oirteiine^ into any particular iecue in  dotaiXo to;'*

o02t o f  hurridness in  the matter o f  esposine iiis 
purvey data i s  clearly noticed. Kiis Ed^t 1)0, “bcoaUGT: Cr 
tflio fact that daring the coursc o f h is  study in  A.IT.'J,, 'chx, 

aiitlaor cane to Bangladedi froo Australia fbr 12 yoGkc pro- 
:^Gniac and cturinE the tine o f  his return journey, he co llec
ted none data from a viHage in  Bangladc^, i;hatcvcr ie  
posnible vdthin th is  cSiort period o f  tin e . But, i t  i^ioald 
he reneoibered thsct any aualyrsis on value o f children re la - 
tin s to fe r t i l i t y  behaviour requires lone participatos^ 
observation. Or<^naiy researdi survey method idth struc
tured or unstriactured interview schedule cannot t e l l  the 
true picture, iilhis aspect has heen clearly pin-pointed hy 
duchait o t . a l. (1977)"^^  ̂ as follows:

In order to understand the socia l and econoiaic 
Esipporfcs fo r  hi|^ f e r t i l i t y ,  an ordinary survey 
researcsh method vAth jjtructurod or  unrsferactured 

interview schedules ; d l l  hardly he s u ff id e n t .

106 Suchart P. and F.A* Dey  ̂ ’’Cost and Value o f  childrtm 
in  Eural Thailand* in  Econotalc and soc ia l supports 
fo r  Hi£̂ h F e r t ility  edited by I*.T. Euzicka, Ausffcralian 
national University, Canberra, 1977» pp.307*“^G«

149
Dhaka University Institutional Repository



Vo need to  sopplenent i t  lulth ot^er methods that
ji

oan psovidQ InsLe^s into the phexioiaenon under 
£3tud7. Baxsh in s i s t  requires that the researcher 
*bo personally feanillar with the individual respon* 
dents and their social and economic environment.
Shio iJill come only xihen the researcher makes a long 
parfcicipato:^ observation on how the people live in 
th d r  cnTironment* He must live in  the loca lities  
long cnou^ for  his re^ondents to become familiar

I ,

idth him and trust him as their confident. Only then 
the data they provide and explanations they gi-vo 

become useful for the understanding o f the social and 
eoononio support for their fe r t i l i t y  perfomance*

But, none o f the authors (Cain, Baa^t) follow this
important aapoct o f data collection  rifprously. In case
of Borl2xt, tlxls i s  rather less follo'ued.

In addition to th is limitation, the study of Baxkat
has other significant limitations. It does not consider the
value o f cMldren to old parents xdth the same intensity and
focus as the value o f children in  young families. Iforeover,
the otudy fa ils  to measure the net value o f children to  their
PQSsqtA q* •Cost* i s  measured by Baikat by asJdLnE only three
questions to the selected ro^ n den ts. O ê questions ares

a) Do you a ^ e  that the real financial worry 
about children i s  schooling?
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b) At \diat does a children cost the most?
c) At \}hat o@e do tout children who have not heen

to s6hool help enou^ or earn or produce onou£^
to ia£&e up for the ooetB of keeping them?

Xhoso t^pos o f guostions and answers cannot loeasure the cost 
o f chlld!7cn* How can a respondent ^ v e  correct reply tdthin 
5-10 cdniitos or even i f  more tiiae i s  allowed to t e l l  that at 
i^ot QQo his children id l l  cost most? Whether education o f 
cMldron i s  really a btirden for  him? And at what age his 
children liso i s  not ooing to school help the family? For 
calculation o f cp^t I ts  measurement i s  roQuired* Cost of 
food} ediiicatlon, clothing and medicine vazies from persoi to 
p e r i^  even idth the same age gioup. Sv^n these cooponents 
are found to seasonally and with the economic conditions 
o f 1^0 parents* Xherefore, escpendlture on food* clothing, 
education and medicine for  each and every memher o f the hou
sehold dK>uld be measui?ed at least once in  a month for  one 
year in  ordor to aasertain the actual material cost o f chiX- 
dren. A na^or abort coming o f the study i s  i t s  failure to 
provide a Eftatistical profile o f the 'economic class ' and

]'
*annual income catagozy* o f the hous^olds in  the village 
under Eftnidy and then to examine how 'demo^aphic characterld- 
t i c s ' vazy tdth differ^ices in  'economic class ' and 'annual 
income catoEpiy*. However, the finding i s  consistent vith 
those \iho believe that parents are motivated predomlxs^ntly 
by the econonic value and costs o f children.
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3.10 B).fTti,ftfAnf,g at the Ereamit Btndff

!13ius, froa the foreigoing oaalyslBt i t  i s  observed that 
the voluG (and cost) o f  children has been dLscue^d at 
diffca?oat levels by different outhors, interpretine their 
otm opinion either supporting i t  or refuting i t .  Host o f 
these studies houever, were conducted by the vie stem scho
lars in  the contest o f v;estem ideology. I t  i s  not correct
to say that cldldren villl generally comand the sane value(
everytjhere and to every class. Perceived value o f Children 
by tx)cial class varies with chan^ne social conditions*
People in  different cultures and 80Cio<-econoQic se tt in g  
\̂ int chLldrcm for  different reasons. !I3iis stu<^ differs 
from licstom social sfcerotype in the sense that i t  i s  more 
country based and vU lage-level in  nature and throws l i ^ t  
on the idODtiflwtion and explanation o f salient factors 
that affect the fe r t i l ity  behaviour of people in  rural 
Ban^adei^.

Although flyetetaatic research on the value and cost o f 
childuon i s  a recent developnent, yet the quantity of rese
arch i s  not iopressive, particularly in the household conte3±  
of the devolopine countries o f the vjorld and laore particulai>- 
ly  vdth reference to  Bangladesh. Host o f the studies that 
i/ere conducted in  Bangladedi vere lehort based. She p ^ o d  
o f data collection extended fioia 1-3 oonths. In loany cases 
aecondary data f̂ were used. But such statistics  did not truely 
re flo ct  the actual picture of a peasant household in  rural 
econoiiy o f B o n g l^ ^ . As a result, deterodnation o f positive
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or negative valuo o f cliildron not baued on a sound foo
ting. !i?he analjrfliB and e^lanation o f  pod.tive and negative 
value of djilcJron "by those authors were tota lly  depended on 
the use and intei?pr©tation o f suCh data. ICho present study 
ie  conparatively based on an Inpioved methodology* The 
period of data collection  extends from July, "1979 to Deceia- 
bor, 1900, xiaore the technique o f data collection  involves 
a blend aurvey and participant observation method, IPhe need 
for taoro villaso level studies i s  imense in  countries like 
Banf^adc^. She lon^ participatory observation, close fe o i-  
lia r ity  id-th the individual rsi^ndents, recruitment o f el
derly local primary school teachers as fie ld  investigators, 
deep inea^ts in  preparlne Bengali guesbionnaires and a ll 
other a^ecte o f this study, definitely makes an attempt to 
develop the methodolosy for  assessing the economlo costs and 
value o f children in  rural Banglade^,

In tsany of l^e previous analyses on value of children, 
i t  i s  found that cost side i s  tota lly  icpaored. Hany authors, 
however, discuss the cost side partially by cond.derine the 
food value o f chLldren. Bat, not a sLn^le discussion i s  
found on value o f children, td^ch covers other cost items. 
Shis study ma2s0s an e^ctendive survey to measure the cost 
compoQonts o f cshildren. Each household was visited  once in  
a month throu^out the ijhole year to co llect food consuii5)tion 
data along mth data on expenditure on education, clothing 
and medicine, fo r  every menber o f  the household, in  order to 
calculate the net economic value o f children.
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In uo0t o f the (^scussLoxib on value o f dbildsen, time 
allocation data on activ itiee o f children aze uoiiall;/ ana* 
lysoa In teiQs o f age and eex. A naiJop diort condng o f those 
studioo i s  tbelr failure to provide a igtatiatical profile  o f 
the *ccononio class* and * annual incocie ^ructure* o f the 
housoholds in  the villa05s under study and t&en to esacdnc 
how dmoGTaphic characterL sties and economic activ ities  vary 
\dth diango in econoiolc class and income structure. Xhis i s  
a reply lidch this theirs ca lls  into question.

Aoy study on peasant ecocor:^» conceminG vjith the cco-> 
nomLc value of children and igiaoring the "Seasonality" aspect 
o f peasant society, \dll recialn as partial in  nature. Because, 
rural eoplo^ncnt and activ ities o f cMldren in  rural sodoty 
are in  oocft cases seasonal in  character, particulorly \iMdh 
are related to agciculture. Interpretation o f data by taldLnc 
some foil peak or lean agricultural months of the year td ll  
naturally lead sone one to conclude either children has oot 
positive or negative value. Uptil now, not a sLngle utudy on 
econonlc value o f children has talcen into consideration this 
seasonality aspect. She present study takea  a ziporous attonp4» 
hy calculating the activ ities o f children in  different loonths 
o f Idle year from August to July and explaining the same for 
different ace cvoups, s e x  and economic class.

IThe study i s  £dgnificant, hecause i t  demonstrates the 
kind of anbivalence usually encountered by researchers in  
laogt of the loss developed parts o f the vrarld, attempting to 
c l i c i t  inforciation on tiie advantages and disadvantages o f 
large nuiilbcr o f  children. It i s  also importGOit, because i t  
focuses, identifies and esplains the silent factors that 
affects fe r t i l ity  behaviour in  rural Bangladesh.
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CIIAPTEa -  ^

SDKYEY MEEHOSOLOGY

4.1 Introduction

Sfhis chapter deals with the survey methodology of 
the pre^nt study. It throws l l ^ t  on the study approach 
which uas conducted hetween July 1979 and December 1980. 
Detail description relating to the choice o f a euita'ble 
village, recruitment and training of work assistants, 
establishment of woiking relations with the villagers, 
preparation of questionnaires, coding systems and sample 
design, data check and transfer and many other issues re
lating to survey methodology are discussed.

4.2 Analytical Approaches
In recent years, two types o f analytical approaches 

are most commonly used hy the researchers in  their value 
and cost of children studies. One refer to the collection 
of interviev; data through surveys and the other one is  the 
analysis of exisfcing survey and census data using econome
tr ic  technique. In addition to these, a few important 
village level studies have been conducted, in xvhich inter
view and observation and other methods of data collection 
were combined.

Both interview and observation techniques, have 
their o\m limitations particularly in collecting time 
budget data. One important weakness of interview techni
que is  the susceptibility to memory lapse, lack of time
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conscioasness and inaccuracy of reporfcins on the part of 
tlie PGspondents. The observation tecJanique suffers from 
resource constraints and sufficient sta^f to observe a 
number of subo'ects at the same time throughout a day and 
the possib ility  o f influencing the subjects behaviour.

In order to understand the econocdc and social fac
tors affecting higja fe r t i l ity , survey method alone is  not 
sufficient. For objective evaluation of economic u t ility  
and cost of children in any particular conmunity, long 
participatory observation on the part o f  the researcher is  
necessary. The researcher must be familiar with the indi
vidual respondents and their social and econotiLc environ- 
m«it.

However, in spite o f the limitations of interviev? 
and observation methods, the present study adapts a some
what rigorous approach to ascertain the determinants of 
higli fe r t ility  by selecting a single community (or village) 
vSiere the technique of data collection involves a blend of 
survey and participant observation methods. Time allocation 
data on hous^old members for a particular day were collec
ted mainly by intervie^ang the household members on the 
folloidng day, although these were checked and supplemented 
by occasional observations. Observation technique was 
followed to asses the expenses in  food, clothing, medicine 
and education by local vrork assistants and these were
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sapplomented by interviews. In case o f other schedules, 
survey metliod \jas follovjed and these tvere frequently 
supplemonted by observations.

^,5 Choice of a Suitable Tillage

!Phe study of economic value of children in rural 
Banglade^, particularly in  the hous^old context i s  very 
much sLj^nificant, because i t  t e lls  us the fe r t i l ity  beha
viour of parents at laicro level. Keeping in  vie*-? the 
objectives o f the study, i t  was decided to select a village 
vihich TXtuld be a representative o f the country, at least 
in terns of economy, ecology and population characteris
t ics .

In selecting the village, emphasis was gLven on four 
important cr^.teiia:

i )  the village must be a typical one;
i i )  the total nunibers of housdaolds ’within the 

village, in no way, be less than the average 
village size in  Bangladesh;

i i i )  tiie selected village must supply the required 
information to feed the overall t a ^  of the 
research work; and

iv ) the village must be accessible by roads, but 
not very close to the u^an area.

I'

For the present study, a village in  the Sylhet dis
tr ic t  vias chosen for the following reasons*

i )  there was rarely any village study in Sylhet;
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i i )  the researcher i s  more fanaliar idth a village 
in  Sylhet d istrict than with a village in any 
other district* Ihis i s  because, he i s  horn 
and brou^t up in Sylhet and his worlcLns place 
is  also situated in Sylhet. tCherefore, for the 
salco of convenience and familiarity, a village 
in Sylhet v/as chosen,

(Dhe researcher went to Sylhet on June 6, 1979 and 
discussed' the matter with the local administration and 
with the teaching staffs of Sylhet University College. T̂he 
local: adniinistration helped the researcher by supplying 
the names and other informations of as many as 12 (twelve) 
villages, viiich were scattered over different places and 
lying tdthin the range of 2 to 20 miles from Sylhet town. 
Prom June S to June 26, the researcher visited extensively 
to a ll these villages, mingled vath the local people,
consulted the local Union Pari^ad Chairmen and members and 
finally  decided to select the village "Muiyarchar" for  this 
study.

2he village i s  situated about eight miles away from 
Sylhet University College and sLx miles away from Sylhet 
railx;ay station. It is  located approximately 214 miles 
away to the north-east of Dacca city , the capital of 
Banglade^. In terms economy, population density, fe r t i
lity , literacy, poverty and unemployment level, the village 
is  found a typical of the country (see chapter on socio
economic and demographic profile  o f the study v illage).
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4*4 Establishment of Working relationsliip
, t 4 e  . . y ^ A l a g a £ f i _______________________________________________________________________

In the course o£ selection o£ the study village, 
working relationslup was established with the following 
organizations/agencies personnel*

i )  Union Parishad and Setting up the Working Office
Ihe village Maiyarchar is  situated under Sfukerbazax 

Union ClTo.6) o f Kotwali Police station o f Sylhet d istrict.
The researcher met the Chairmen and other members o f the 
llaion Parishad and apprised them with the purpose of the 
study and solicited  their support and co-operation. They 
extended a ll types of help by providing different types 
of relevant information and introduced the researcher with 
the local school teachers and some influential and resource
ful families o f the loca lity .

An old student o f the researcher who was living in 
the Yillage also acted as an intermediary. The student 
not only helped by introducing the researcher with the 
local people, but he also did an wonderful Job by carrying 
out the fie ld  investigation* She student wâ  extremely 
resourceful. He was the son o f a rich businessman of the 
village under study. Ultimately, the wo iking o ffice  o f 
the researcher was set up in his home.
1 * Union* is  the smallest administration unit in Bangladesh.

It  consists o f several villages ranging from 15 to 
with few exceptions. 'Union Parishads* are the lowest 
cadre o f local self-government units in the country. An 
Union Parishad is  composed o f a Chairman, nine elected 
members and two nominated women members from amongst the 
local population. (Ehe Chairman and the elected members Eo?e 
elected by direct election on the basis o f adult franchise. 
She women members are nominated by the prescribed authonty 
from amongst the women o f the Union. As per 19S1 Preliminary 
Population Census Reports, there are ^5^ unions and 91»000 
villages in Bangladesh.
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11) Influential members o f tiie Tillage
Xb,e researcher also met the local influential menw 

bers o f the village. Xhese included v is its  to an ex- 
Chairman o f Tukerbazar Unionj members of different poli
tica l parties; some heads o f the big laodowning households; 
businessmen o f the loca lity  and the Imams ( i .e .  religious 
leaders) o f two local mosques and ag^prised them with the 
objectives o f the study, lEhey were very co-operative and 
evinced interest in the study.

i i i )  Tahsil Office
aJhe researcher visited the local Tahsil Office, 

which collects land revenue and keep land records. !Che 
Tahsil o ffice  supplied the researcher with land records 
o f the village.

Thus, a wolfing relationship was established
with different local agencies and influential persons.
The local support was extremely helpful in carrying out 
the fie ld  InTestigation smoothly.
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4*5 Selection o f SaniDle Hoasehold

A complete census o f the village was taken in Julj 
1979 for selection o f sample o f the present study. J'our 
investigators Call of whom were local primary school tea
chers) were recruited to conduct the census. According to 
the census report, 214 households were recorded in the 
village, showing a total population o f 1350 in July 1979*
A detail information regarding the age, sex, education, 
occupation, annual income, landed property, share cropping 
of land, loan operation, financial transactions etc. of the 
entire village were recorded (see chapter 5) for subsequent 
stratification and for the purpose o f administering intensive 
studies.

4.5.1 Calculation o f Sample design
For the objective o f drawing a representative house

hold sample, each o f the enumerated household was cross- 
classified by leoidholding and occupation status, income and 
life -cy cle  stages. All the households were stratified  in 
six landholding classes according to the ownership o f arable 
land (see Table 4 .1), Landholding class-iconsists o f  landless 
category I. It  refers to those households who claim owners 
ship o f no land, either homestead land or other land. A 
total of 9 (nine) households (4.20%) were recorded under 
this category, whose main occupation was non-agricultural
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in nature. IiandJiolding class II coasista o f landless 
category 2. It refers to those households who do not 
claim owaership o f any land other than homestead land.
A total o f 101 households (47.19%) were recorded under 
this category. Landholding class I and II  were further 
sub-divided by their occupations ( i .e .  agricultural and 
non-agricultural). Landholding class III comprises of 
those households who posses less than 1.CX) acre of land.
A total of ^  (13.69^) households were recorded under 
this category. Landholding class IT conips^ses o f those 
who possess more than one acre but less than 2.30 acres 
o f land. A total o f 36 (16.82%) households were recorded 
under this category. Similarly, 9.54% or 20 households 
were recorded under landholding class 7, who possess 2.30- 
5*00 acres o f land; and 3*73% oi* S households were under 
landholding class 71, who own more than 5*00 acres o f 
land (see table 4 .1).

Each o f the six landholding and occupati'^n class 
was farther stratified into three annual income categories 
on the basis o f their respective gross yearly income.
Income category I comprises those whose annual income 
is  less than !£k.6,000.00; income category II  comprise 
thoseI whose annual income fa lls  within the income bracket 
o f !£k.6,000.00 to Xk. 12,000.00; and income category III  
comprises those whose annual income is  more than Xk.12,000.00. 
L total of 82 ( 38. 31%) households were recorded under income 
category I; 94 (43.92%) households under income category II
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and 58 (17*75? )̂ iiouseholds under income category III 
(see lable 4 ,1).

Ihese strata >iere further sub-di-vlded according to 
the l i f e  cycle stage o f the respondents. !Chere were 
eight such stages. Parents with no children (stage I ) ;  
those with only sons (stage I I ) ;  those with only daughters 
(stage I I I ) ; those with more unmarried and less married 
number of children (stage IV); those with more married and 
less unmarried number o f children (stage V); those with 
equal number o f married and unmarried children (stage VI)} 
those with a ll children unmarried (stage VII); and those 
with a ll children below 5 (fiv e ) years o f age (stage VIII)- 
Stage I  again, was further sub-divided into three sub
stages, viz. ( i )  Households representing unmarried heads 
of family; ( i i )  Households representing newly married 
heads; and ( i i i )  where the heads o f the households are 
widowes and divorced,

A total of 39 cases (18.22%) were recorded under 
l i f e  cycle stage I , of which 16 cases were unmarried heads, 
13 cases were newly married heads and only 5 households 
were headed by widowes/dovorced. Similarly, 18 households 
(8.41^0 were recorded under life -cy c le  stage II , 10 cases 
(4.67%) under l i f e  cycle stage III 29 (13»55%) cases under 
l i f e  cycle stage IV, 10 cases (4.67%) under l i f e  cycle 
stage V, 2 cases (0,93%) under l i f e  cycle stage VI, 85 
cases (39»71%) under l i f e  cycle stage VII and 21 cases 
(9*81/0 under l i f e  cycle stage VIII (see table 4 .1).
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Out o f the total 214 households in the village, 108 
(50^0 wore selected for intensive studies# 3Rie sample 
households were selected from each of landholding and occu
pation class, income category, l i f e  cycle stage with pro- 
■bability equal to the proportion o f households in each 
category. 33ie distribution o f the sample households accoiv- 
ding to land ownership and occupation class, income group 
and l i f e  cycle stage is  provided in table 4.2. A total of
3 cases (4.62%) were drawn from landless class 32 cases 
(^ ,14^) from landless cl ass 2; 18 cases (16.669&) from 
landholding class III ; 18 cases (16.66%) from landholding 
class IV; II cases (10.18%) from landholding class V; and
4 cases (5*70%) from landholding class VI.

Out o f 3 cases taken from landless class I, 4 (or 
5.70 5̂) were taken from annual income category I, and the 
remaining one case from annual income category II. Simi
larly , out of 52 cases from landless class 2, 20 (or 18.50%) 
were taken from annual income category I, 26 (or 24.07%) 
from income category II and 6 (or 5-55%) from income ca
tegory III , Again, out o f 18 cases taken from landholding 
class III, 9 (or 8.55%) were taken from income category I,
6 (or 5 .5 ^ ) from income category II and 5 (or 2.77%) from 
income category I II . Moreover, out o f 18 cases o f land- 
holding class IT, 5 (or 4.62%) were drawn from annual 
income category I, 10 (or 9*25%) from annual income 
category II and 5 (or 2.77%) from annual income category III.
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Similarly, oat o f 11 cases of landholding class V, 3 (or 
2.775 )̂ v/ere taJien from annual income category I, 4 (or 
5.70^) from annual income category II and the remaining
4 (or 3, 70%) from annual income category III. IPinally, 
out o f 4 cases from landholding class VI, only one case 
(or 0.92?O was taken from annual income category II and 
3 cases (or 2.77%) from annual income category III (see 
table 4 .2).

Similarly, eight demographic characteristii^s 
(arranged according to the l i f e  cycle stage o f parents) 
were also represented "by six landholding class stratified  
according to the ownership o f land and three annual income 
categories, indicating the annual income o f the households. 
Out o f eight stages o f l i f e -  cycle, 19 cases (or 1?.59%) 
were represented from stage I, o f which 8 cases were re
presented each from sub-stages ( i )  and ( i i )  and the remai
ning 5 cases from sub-stages ( i i i ) .  Similarly, 9 house
holds (or 8. 55%) were taken from l i f e  cycle stage II , 5 
(or 4.625 )̂ from stage III, 14 (or 12.96?6) from stage IV,
5 (or 4.62%) from stage V, 2 (or 1.85^) from stage VI, 43 
(or 12. 96%) from stage "^1, and 11 (or 10.18%) from 
stage VIII (see table 4 .2 ).
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^.6 Survey DesiF:D

UTlie success of data collectioa and the subsequent 
processing and analysis o f data in the overall researcli 
work depend upon tiie survey design and the intelligent 
and carelUl framing of the questionnaire.

4.6.1 Preparation and Processing 
o f Questionnaires

It took ahout two months to prepare different types 
o f questionnaires, i l l  questionnaires were framed consi
dering the objectives o f the study. As many as fourteen 
types of questionnaires were framed in order to collect 
data from different angles, !Ehe nature o f a ll such quea- 
tiomiaires were not uni,foim. Some were collected once in 
a year I some were collected once in a month throughout the 
whole year, and some others were collected twice in a 
month throughout the entire period of this study,

4.6.2 Types of Questionnaires
32ie village was studied for more than a year and

questionnaires were framed to collect information on the
following subjects:

i )  Census (A base line survey o f hundred percent 
households of the v illage).

i i )  Sime Budget Study (An estimation o f time u t il i 
zation of every member o f the household o f age 
 ̂ years and above).

i i i )  Ck)st schedule (An estimation o f costs involved 
in rearing children).
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iv ) Incoae-iiaspenditure SchedJile (Aa estimation o f 
monthljr income and expenditure o f households),

v) Ohildren*s Education Survey (An assessanent of 
parents attitude towards children's education).

v i) fe r t i l ity  Survey (An assessment o f parents 
attitude towards high/low fe r t i l ity ^

v ii)  Family Planning Survey (An assessment o f 
parents attitude towards family planning 
practices).

v i i i )  Living arrangements o f elderly persons (Attitude 
o f elderly persons 55 years of age and above 
relating to value o f children),

ix ) Registration o f births and deaths (All births
and deaths during the study period were recorded),

x) Eegistration o f migration (All in-migration and 
out-migration during the study period were re
corded).

x i) Eegistration of marriage (All types o f marriages 
were recorded during the study period).

x i i)  Survey of important agricultural crops (surveys 
were conducted in sowing and harvesting periods 
o f Ausf Aman and Boro to ascertain the wage rate, 
cost o f production and average yields o f each 
crops).

x i i i )  Children’ s activity survey (An estimation of
children’ s activ ities at different age groups).

xiv) Survey on intergenerational wealth flows (An. 
assessment o f inflow and out-flow o f wealth 
between out-migrant children with their parents).
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4.6*5 Definition and Coding Systems

4.&.5.1 Census

a. lime period i Conducted in the month of July, 19'/^.
b. Coverage i Every household in the village (214

householdsj 1350 persons).
c. Eespoudenta : Head o f the households.
d. Puipose : Selection o f sample size for intensive

studies on time allocation and food 
consumption etc.

A complete census o f a ll the households in the 
village was taken in the month o f July, 1979 to determine 
the econoioy, ecology, population structure, land distribu
tion, level o f income and other socio-economic characteris
tics  of the study villege (see the chapter 5). 25ie res
pondents were the heads o f the household. In their absence, 
adult members of the respective households were interviewed. 
!Che information collected through base line suanrey formed 
the basis o f final sample selection for intensive studies. 
SSiere were altogether 214 households in the village. Out 
of these, 108 households were selected on the basis o f 
random stratified sampling technique (see, sample selection 
o f the present study).

Ihe census included only regular residents of the 
village. Semporary residents and visitors who were present 
at the time o f census were excluded from the enumeration.
X person who had a regular Job outside the village but 
returns to his village homo at least once a month was also
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considered as a resident, ItLgratoxy workers, such, as 
businessden, who were gone for as long as two to three 
months o f a year but returned for the remaining months 
were also considered residents. Those persons who were 
absent for more than six months per year or who regularly 
lived outside the village were not enumerated*

4 .6 .3.2 Time Budget Study

a. Time period : Twice in a month throughout the entire
year, (August 1979 -  July 1980).

b. Coverage : Only sample households (106 households.
478 persons).

c. Respondents : All members o f the households 3 years
and above.

d. Purpose : To measure material and non-material
activities o f children and adults.

33ie major focus in the study is  to assess children's 
contribution o f labour in different productive and non
productive activ ities in terms o f average time spent per- 
day. As the economic benefits o f high fe r t i l ity  to parents 
dependent to a large extent on the productivity o f children 
in the context o f household economic organization, time 
budget were designed and extensively used to record the 
allocation o f time by children to different activ ities and 
the duration o f time spent in those activ ities. The puxpose 
o f time budget study is  to demonstrate division o f household 
labour and its  saasonal fluctuations and to measure the
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labour inputs of children vis-ar>vi8 those o f adults*

Time budget data were collected twice in a month 
for a period of one year. All memhers o f the sample 
households o f age 5 years and above were interviewed and 
each household was visited every 15-th day throu^out the 
whole year starting from August, 1979 to July 1980, and 
on each v is it  the following infoimations were recorded.

i )  Productive, unproductive and household activi
ties (both inside and outside family, farm and 
business) of a ll persons aged  ̂ years and above 
during the 24 hour period preceding the v is it .

i i )  Ihiration o f time spent in different activ ities 
(general activities include leisure and schoo- 
ling{ productive activ ities include market 
production; and home production activ ities 
include household works) by a ll persons aged
5 years and above during the 24 hour period 
preceding the v is it .
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4-. 6.3* 3 (?08t Schedule
a* Xime period : Once in a montli throughout the study

period (August 1979 -  July 1980).
b. Coverage : Only sample households (108 households).
c. Bespondents : Head of the households*
d. Purpose : To measure material and non-material

costs involved in reaj^ing children.
In a rural household, i t  is  assumed that the costs 

of raising ch ildr^  is  minimiua* In order to determine the 
nature and extent o f benefits that parents derive from the 
production of large number o f children, cost components 
like food budget along with cost o f clothing, education, 
medicine and setting up of children in some tra4e or occu
pation were extensively studied by obtaining appropriate 
information.

Each household was visited once in a month throughout 
the whole year to collect food consumption data on each 
household member during the 24 hour period preceding the 
v is it . In the matter o f collecting food consumption data 
particulELT en^hasis was given to collect informations 
relating to the g^uantity o f food consumed, sources from 
where food is  acquired, prices o f At alcen, food consumed 
outside by household member and outsider's who share in 
household’ s food.

Expenditure on education, clothing and medicine 
weee also collected separately for a ll members o f the 
household once in a month throughout the whole period o f 
study for estimation of economic costs o f  children.
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53ms, the cost o f raising cliildren both direct 
and indirect was measured considering the actual 
e^qpenditures on food, medicine, education and clothing 
and other items pertaining to raising children in rural 
areas along with the sharing o f child care activ ities 
with others.

4,6. 3*^ Income-JEijpenditure Schedule

a. (Dime period t Once in a month throughout tho study
period (August 1979 -  July 1980).

b. Coverage * Only san5>le households (108 housdiolds).
c. Sespondents t Head of the households.
d. Purpose * To ascertain economic status o f parents,

standard of liv ing, forms o f economic 
activity, employment pattern, agricul
tural Tnd non-agricultural income and 
e:g?anditure of households.

It is  assumed that economic status greatly determi
nes the work activities o f children. Economic status, on 
the other hand, depends i^on Idle acquisition of wealth or 
the level of income. Ihus, the work iz^uts o f children 
in different age groins in  terms o f their economic back
ground was studied. Income-expenditure data of housdiolds 
fu lfilled  this requirements. This schedule was designed 
to measure the agricultural and non-agricultural income 
of the households. Earned and unearned income, both cash 
and kind and particularly Income from self-employed skilled 
services were also calculated. Side by side with income!̂
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the patteam of expenditrure and loan operation strategy of 
the households (both borrowing and lending) were studied 
and recorded.

In order to collect the income-expenditure data, 
each of the sao^le household was visited once in a month 
throughout the study period from August 1979 to July 1980,

4.6.3«5 Children’ s education Survey

a. Time period i Once in a year
b. Coverage » Eitire village (162 couples)
c. Bespondents : Hoad of the households.

This schedule was prepared to assess infoitnation 
on children's education. It  is  assumed that fe r t i l ity  
is  positively correlated with child labour force parti
cipation and negatively with child schooling. In our 
society, parents recognize the value o f education for 
their children. Th^ understand, not only is  education 
iLmportant to the future career of their children, in 
establishing them in some trade or occupation, but i t  is  
also desirable for faioily name and prestige.

However, in Bangladesh, the absolute ma^Jority of 
the parents u tilize  the services o f their children in 
different productive and household a ctiv ities, instead 
of sending them to schools. In the present study, each 
and every household in the village was visited to record
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the number of children stucSying In different educational 
institutions, l)oth inside azid outside the village, Ihe 
costs of overall education, the reasons fo r  dropouts, 
work-ii^utD of school-goins children and attitude of 
parents towards children's education were ascertained. 
Data were also generated on living and financial arran^ 
Sements o f students studying outside the village.

^.6.3-6 F ertility  Survey

a. Sime period i Once in a year.
h. Ocverage ,* Orily married couples o f the entire

village (162 couples).
c. Bespondents i Both hushand and wife (separately

intendLewed) .
d. Purpose t ’So ascertain par^ts opinion about

the value of children.

!Ehe purpose o f tiiis schedule was to determine the 
attitude of parents toviards high fe r t i l ity . As many as 
26 questions wore asked tinder this schedule. All the 214 
households were interviewed. Questions asked includes 
what is  good about many children? What is  good about 
having fewer children? What economic (material and non- 
material) and other supports are provided by children to 
their parents when they are old? Does a man with more 
grown up children enjoy lo t  o f power and prestige in the 
society? 3>oes a g ir l adds any economic burden to the
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family at the tino o f mairiage? At wliat age does a 
<^ild cost the most? At wliat age children besin produc
tive work? At viliat age children who do not attend school 
earn/produce enoii^ to make lap fo r  the cost o f keeping 
them? In addition to these questions, parents (both hus
band and wifo scparat^y) were asked to e3!i)reas their 
opinion about their desired number o f children, their pre
ferences for sons and daughters, economic gains and losses 
from having more cliildren and their choices for  alternative 
satisfactions other -tSian having many children, etc,

4.6.5.7 Family Planning Survey
a. lime period i Once in a year,
b. Coverage * All currently married coi5>les of the

entire village,
c. Respondents i Currently married women aged 1^5^,

currently living with spouse and the 
husbands o f those women,

d. Purpose * P̂o ascertain knowledge, attitude and
practice o f family planning,

Family plaiming schedule was forcaulated to co llect 
data on attitude and practices o f family planning. Qaes- 
tions on family planning was designed in such a way as to 
ascertain the knowledge o f married couples on family pla
nning, Ihe main purpose was to evaluate wl̂ y in the presence 
of family planning methods and with the fu ll knox l̂edge on 
Idle part of the people, fe r t i l ity  is  not checked?
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^.6.5-8 Living arrangenonts o f elderly persons
a. Time period I Once in a year.

I n -  77b. Coverage
c. flteapondents

d. Purpose

KLderly persons 55 years o f age and 
above plus widowes.
To ascertain tiie attilrade o f old 
persons about the u tility  o f children.

In rural liousdiolds, elderly parents largely d^end 
on their children for  care and sustenance. It is  often 
maintained that children, particularly sons look after 
their parents in times o f distress and during old age.

The puipose of this study ms to ascertain the 
economic and physical sri ĵports actually received by elder^ 
ly  parents and widowes from their children and the mecha
nisms through vfliich parents ensure these si?>ports from 
children.

^ .6. 5.9 Begistration o f births and deaths 
a. Time period s

b. Coverage *
c* Hespondents x
d. Purpose *

Once in a week throu^out the study 
period (August 1979 -  July 1980).
Shtire village.
Head o f the households.
To ascertain crude birth rate (OBB), 
crude death rate (ODB), General fe r t i
l i t y  rate (GPE) and infant mortality 
o f the village.
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A TDirtli itieistrattcn schedule v/as maintained where 
a ll ’blrtais occurins to individuals within the village and 
to in-mierants were recorded. Births occuring within the 
study villaoe to tenrooraxy visitors were excluded from 
this resistration. !Ehc registration of births was essenr* 
t ia lly  a registration of pregnancies, lo  make sure that 
a ll live  "births were detected, the local work assistants 
visited each family at least once in a week throughout the 
whole year and recorded the result o f a pregnancy* -  vdxe- 
ther miscarriage, s t i l l  birth or live  birth, She distinr- 
ction botireen miscarriage and s t i l l  birth was based on the 
duration of the pregnancy. I f  the pregnancy (according to 
the women*s assessment)., lasted for  less than seven months, 
the outcome of the pregnancy (a foetus which did not show 
any sign o f l i f e )  x̂ as recorded as miscarriage. I f ,  on the 
other hand, a woman Indicated a pregjiancy duration longer 
than seven months and the foetus did not show any sign of 
l i f e ,  the event v;as then recorded as s t i l l  birth, was
recorded in case o f a s t i l l  birth and live  birth, but not 
fo r  miscarriages.

Deaths o f residents o f the study village were also 
recorded on the death report form. !Phe death form con
tained information on individual's identification, house
hold number, date of death, age at death, sex, village o f 
residence, place of death, cause o f death and type o f doctor 
consulted.
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^•6.3.10 fiesistration o f migration
a« Time period * Once in a week Idiroiieliout tiie study

period (August 1979 -  July 1980),
b. Coverage * Satire village.
c. Sespondents t Head of the households.
d. Poz^ose t So ascertain iiv-migration and level

o f out-migration of the study village.

Data on migration were collected with respect to 
migration into and migration out of the study village- 
However, an additional question was asked as to the place 
of destination of the out-migrant or alternatively, previ- 
oiis place o f residence o f the Inr-migrant.

▲n out->migrant is  defined as a person originally 
listed  on the census record as a resident, or a person 
who became a resident after the census by birth or in-
migration, who has subsequently permanoitly moved out of 
the study village. An in-oigrant is  likewise, an iodi^ 
vidnal not recorded on the census schedule who has peiv 
manontly moved into the village area under study. Whether 
a movement constitutes a peisnanent change o f residence is  
decided i^on by the duration o f stay. Besidence o f at 
least six months o f duration is  considered permanent.
Ihe date of migration is  considered as the beginning of 
the sine month period. Hbves o f less than six months dû  
ration are considered transient and transient movements 
are not registered.
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Information included on mlsration reports include* 
liouseliold identification number, date o f movement, in or 
out Bdcration, aex, age, cause o f movement, religion and 
place o f  destination/origin,

Begistration o f Marriage
a, 3?ime period * Once in a weelc througjiout the study

period (August 1979 -  JiJly 1980).
■b. Coverage * Entire village.
c, Be^ondents i Parents/(3uardlans o f "bride or 'bridegroom
d. Purpose i P̂o measure age at marriage and other

marital informations.

She census recorded in a single form marriage h is- 
toiy of eac^ and eveiy married person, stating fdiether 
the person (male) hsui one or two wives, whether h e /^ e  
was separated from the spouse, divorced or widowed, eaid 
how many times he/she was divorced or widowed.

Prom 1st August 1979» the registration o f marriages 
(f ir s t  marriages, remarriages) was introduced. The infoiv 
mation collected in the marriage r ^ r t  included type o f 
event and date o f event. Por both partners information 
was obtained on age, sex, marital status prior to the event, 
number o f previous marriages, education, religion and birth 
history of previoxis marriages. Information on occiqpation 
was obtained fo r  bridegroom. Por bride information was 
obtained about their fathers* education and occupation.
Data were also generated on distance between partnersiV 
residence, person who arranged marriage and the expenses 
involved in the marriage on the part o f bride and bridegroom 
family.
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4.6.5.12 Survey of Importsait asEioultural crops
a. 2Jime period i Sovdng and harvesting period of

Aus, Aman and Boro crops.
b. Coverage : All land ovraing housetholds o f the

village.
c. Respondents i Only head o f the landowning households.
d. Purpose : 5?o ascertain v/age rate, cost o f  pro

duction and output o f respective crops.

Rural en ĵloyment in  most cases are seasonal in 
character, particularly those which are related to agarf.- 
culture. Interpretation of data hy taJslng some few peak 
or lean agricultural months o f the year vdll naturally 
lead some one to conclude that ©Lther children has got 
positive or negative value. In order to overcome this 
d ifficu lty , the sovdng and harvesting periods o f impor
tant agricultural crops v;ere compared T-dth other lean 
a0cicultural months o f the year to ascertain variation 
of vjage rate and other aspects relating to employment.
Here mainly observation method was followed and subse
quently these were supplemented by interviews.

4.6.5.15 Childrens activity survey
a. Time period i Once i s  a year.
b. Coverage * All unmarried children four years and

above o f sample households ( n « 87 
households)*

c. Respondents « Children themselves/or any adult
member o f the housdiold*

d. 3?urpQsej ~ 1: 2!o; ascertain different activ ities of
children at different age group*
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Cliildren in  peasant societies asstiiac the respon- 
sxtiilities of rendering time-consuming household tasks 
and other productive activ ities from earU  ̂ age of 4-6 
years. !Cliese include si’̂ eeping, wadaing, cliId-minding, 
fetching water, collecting firewood, cooking food, ten
ding animals, and so on. Althou^ these activ ities do 
not yield direct material return, yet they help in smooth 
running of a housdiold at this level o f tedinology, and 
free -Wie adults to participate in productive activ ities.

The study was conducted to ascertain the age at 
vMch the children enter into various market and home 
production activ ities. iChe information was obtained for 
a ll social and economic classes of the village. It co
vers only 87 out o f 108 sample households of the study 
village.

4.6.3.14 Survey on Intergenerational Wealth flow
a. period : Once in a month throughout the study

period (August 1979 -  July I960).
b. Coverage : Only out-migrant households.
c. Respondents : Heads o f the out-migrant households.
d. Purpose : To ascertain some aspects o f intergene

rational flow of wealth based on contact 
between migrant children and parents 
and also between parents and their out- 
migrant children.

Xhe local work assistants visited a ll the out-
nigrant households once in  a month for fu ll one year
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ajad recorded infonaation on the foUotdng:

the age at which children le ft  their parents 
households1 the reason for their migration, 
freqaency o f v is its  between parents and ch il
dren and infloi'i and outflow o f food, money 
and other goods between migrants and their 
parents.

Children normally spend a good part of their lives 
as subordinate members of their parents households. But, 
after their marriage, they usually start a se lf suppor
ting l i f e .  OJhe degree of care and help they provide to 
their parents both before and after their mara?iage were 
also Ejtudied to assess the parental control over ch il
dren,

4.7 Recruitment and graining: of Work Agslstmt^

All the fie ld  investigators for this study were 
recruited locally  ( i . e . ,  from the study v illage). 2hey 
vjere recruited by an extensive interview and successive 
passing out of a fie ld  test.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



185

The fie ld  invest!gators were of three types.
l )  One group was purely responsible for collecting 

time budget data. iChis group consisted o f four persons, 
moot of them were selected from the teachers of local 
prioary school. The teachers vjorked as part-time inves
tigators in  this study. IChey were in  the age-group 25-^» 
and a ll  o f them were h i^  school graduates. Out of four, 
two were married and had children. One was the head of 
his family and three were the members o f the sample hou
seholds o f the stu(^ village. They were intimately fami
lia r vdth the households in the study village and comman
ded rcspects in the community. They not only live in  the 
coramunity, but they also had their relations in the study 
village and therefore, they had an easy access to bari 
compounds o f any household and could directly interview 
women and children. This ultimately facilitated  the 
maintenance of the overall quality of the data.

Prom the base line household survey, a sample of 
108 housdiolds were sheeted on the basis of random 
stratified sampling technique for intensive studies. Each 
of th is sample household was v i^ ted  by this group of 
investigators usually after 4 p.m. to record the dura
tion o f time sp^t in  different activ ities by members

4.7-1 Field Investigators
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of a liouseliold. !Plie persons aged 5 ye sirs and above 
viere inteirviewed. It  took about 2.00 lioires on an 
average to complete the time budget schedule o f a 
housdiold consisting of six menibers. Bius, on an 
average, 20 to 25 minutes were required to complete 
the time budget schedule o f a single menflDer of a 
household.

2) !Ehe second group of fie ld  investigators were 
responsi'ble for collecting data other than time budget.
A team of three work assistants were recruited from the 
loca lity  to carry out these responsibilities. 3P\̂o of 
then had previous experience of working as enumerators 
for the national population census of 197^ and also for 
the national agriculture census of 1977- ®ioy also had 
the eisperience in preparing voters* l is t  for elections 
of the local council and national le^slature. The 
second group of fie ld  assistants were in the age ^oup 
22-35 and a ll of them were school graduates.

Shis group of investigators used to v is it  house
holds vdth different schedules from time to time as per 
requirement. The villagers» on the whole, were remarka
bly tolerant of their frequent v is its . However, some 
were suspicious eibout the motives of the investigators 
and objectives of the study and refused to cooperate
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in it ia lly . 3?he common reason for ©aspicion being that 
those information vdll be used for levying taxes later. 
Some fe lt  that investigators were collecting information 
for local and iiaSjan exploiters. For example, Kontora 
Bihi, the head of a sample household complained about 
exploitation o f the rural folks by the uri)an and l it e 
rate e lites and opposed to conducting the survey work and 
refused to provide any information. A great deal o f time 
was spent by the investigators to impress the respondents 
-idth the objectives o f the study.

3) In addition to these fie ld  investigators > there 
was a supervisor, viho was the overall cordinator of the 
fie ld  investigators. Ĉhe head master of the local prinaiy 
school vjas entrusted vdth this responsibility. His prin
cipal functions were as follows:

a) Fixation o f time and place for holding vjeekly 
meetings with the work assistants to review the weekly 
progress; to detect gross errors and omissions on the 
parb o f the enumerators and to deal with the specific 
problems encountered by any fie ld  investigators;

b) Scrutiny o f the f il le d  in interview schedule 
by continuous and vigorous <dieck inteirviews;

c) detection of inconsLstencies, possible errors, 
and omissions in the completed schedule;
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d) Collection o f completed interviev? schedules 
fS?om the fie ld  investigators and subinissLon of these 
schedules to me;

e) Cfordination of overall iJorfcs of fie ld  investi
gators.

I  used to undertake fie ld  v is its  frequently for 
overall supervision of the work o f the village assistants 
and supervisor, for a close, continuous and rigorous 
checldng and for varlfying the authenticity o f data 
collection. Proper care was taken to detect irresponsi
ble and evasive fie ld  v;orkers. A ll possible steps were 
taken so that no worker would indulge in  biased and P e 
tition s reporting and that observation and response might 
be kept at their h ip e st  degree o f efficiency.

4.7.2  Coders
A team of five coders were appointed to do different 

coding activities- ilh-̂ o of them were female and the rema
ining three were male. lEhey were my old students and a ll 
of them were college graduates.

Coding of time budget was the most arduous task. As 
many as three codars xvfere engaged to do th is job. After 
the collection o f completed time budget forms > the coders 
were ingbmcted to assign activity codes to a ll recorded 
activ ities. It took about 10 minutes to assign activity 
codes and 10 minutes to record the duration o f time spent
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"by an individual member of a household to a particular 
activity. After assigning activity codes, duration of 
activities were recorded, !Ehen, activity codes repre
senting the recorded times were transferred to previously 
arranged work-^eets. A total of 108 v«>rk-slieets were 
prepared for each sample households, where the activity 
codes were shown in  the vertical axis and the l is t  of 
household maa'berE in the horizontal axis. 2?ime "budget was 
taken t^vice in a month for each member v/as recorded sepa
rately. 3!his was done for correct estimation of an acti
vity o f a household member. Because, on many occasions, 
a moiber may remain absent from the household for various 
reasons. The v;orksheets could accomodate many rounds of 
time allocation data and a variety o f aggregations and 
tabulations could be calculated fifom these worksheets. 
Separate worksheets were also prepared for other types o f 
schedules, fin a lly , a ll these data were transcribed to 
H'B cards from calculated worksheets.

IChe calculation of time budget data through this 
process v;as really a time consuming task for me. Table ^,3 
represents an approximate average spending of time in 
calculation of time budget data. This excludes the task 
of transcribing these data to IBM cards Itom calculated 
worksheets.
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It took about 45 minutes to complete the task of 
time budgetiiag o f an individual member of a household,
IDhis included 20 minutes for data collection , 10 minutes 
to the task of coding, 10 minutes to record the duration 
of time and 5 minutes to transcrihe the data to vjork- 
slieets and to sub-total time segnents. 5Chus, an approxi
mate average of 4.30 man-hour was required to complete the

Table 4.5
An Approximate average Spending of Time 

in calculation of time-^udget data

190

Activities
kouseiiol^ 
consisted 
o f six members 

(0?ime)

One indivi
dual member 
o f a house
hold (!^me)

Data collection 2,00 Hours 0.20 Hours
Coding activ ities 1.00 " 0.10 "
Recording of duration 

o f time 1.00 ” 0.10 "
Shifting activ ities to 

final work-dieet 0.30 " 0.05 "
Total 4.30 Hours 0.45 Hours

time budget form of each hous^old in  which the nuniber 
o f family members v/ere six.

As mentioned earlier, lateron, these data were:f 
transferred to coding sheets for  i t s  onward punching 
into IBM cards. One coder x-dth hisA er utmost effort
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worldng from 10 a.m. to with a ‘break of one hour
was found to transcri'be time-^judget data for only four 
individual members of a household.

2!he coding activities of other schedules were 
comparatively much easier.

4.8 graining o f the fie ld  gtaffa

In order to impart clear understanding o f the pur
pose and scope of research, the implication of time "bud
get, the u tility  of other schedules and the way in v;hich 
information would he sought, the mode of f i l l in g  up the 
schedules and other aspects o f fie ld  operations, the 
treim.ng of fie ld  staff (alternatively called v;orlc- 
assi^ants) was fa ir ly  extensive. In itia lly , the basic 
ideas on the purpose and scope o f the research were ex
plained among the work-asd.stants. Before the work 
assLsfcants were actually placed in the fie ld , a ll aspects 
of fie ld  operations were thorou^ly explained to them in 
the training session. The training was imparted throue^ 
lectures, discusd.ons, mock interviews and Held practices.

In the lectures and discussions the ohjectives o f 
the research, the manner in  which the questions were to 
he asked, the manner in  which the questions were to be 
recorded and u tility  of the time budget data were explained
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thorou^ly. 5!he investigators were directed to explain 
the purpose of the investigation and so lic it  cooperation 
froEi the respondents "before they would “begin their work 
of enumeration and intervieidng. For mock interviews, 
demonGtration sessions v?ere arraiiged in wMch investiga
tor g interviewed each other. The recorded schedules were 
then scrutinised and corrected in the presence of the 
invest! sat or s.

After theoretical part of the training was over, 
the fie ld  vjorkers were sent for practical fie ld  training 
before they actually started their work. The fie ld  prac
tice  started ;dth pre-tegting of questionnaire, in i;hich 
each of the investigators was required to complete 10 time 
■budget form and 10-15 other types o f  schedule. In the pre
testing, the fie ld  workers got a chance of pointing out 
maj]y aspects which were not covered in  the lecture and 
discussion session and of clearing up many misunderstan
dings regarding the manner of asld.ng questions and mode 
of recording an&ijers. Each of them eaicountered d ifficu l
ties  in getting information and some enumerators met vjith 
refusals. They descmhe their individual experiences 
lihich were discussed in  detail to find ways o f over comming 
taie d ifficu lties .
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Hie fie ld  vvork started from 1st week of August, 
1979. As the fie ld  operation moved fom-Jard, the polite 
and courteous dealings of local work assistants with 
the villasers were able to fo ^ e r  good v.dll among local 
people and a coodrial relationship developed among them. 
The locally recruited xjork assistants were familiar vdth 
the villagers. As most of them were elderly local pri
mary school teachers, villagers used to respect them, 
ffhus, the familiarity of the work assistants with the 
villagers enabled them to collect delicate and secret 
information on fe r t i l ity , landed property and income- 
expendituaxj of the villagers.
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rBUBZO AHD SOCnO-BXJBDHIO FBOFII£
iw TTTjjLr.K mrnrAanttn

BiteilntiHiUn

A compleffco consua o f tlie viUaso was taken la  
^979 Sot tJie solectloa o f sample o f tlio proflaat 

arfcudsr. !CIio analysis prosoatod horo provides a doao- 
orapihlc and a Oocio-Gconomic p rofile  o f  the vUlaeo 
based on census data* Althou^ the census is  a minor 
part of the overall research, i t  contains valuable 
inforoation particularly on land oimerahip, tenure, 
BOorcGS of tncoae, otc« “t/hich deserve disseolnation* 
SSio orGonlzatlan o f the analysis is as follows t

1. Hiysical, Spatial CSiaracteriatics, (Poposrâ - 
pl]y, Cliiiatd and Soil*

2* Economic fiesouroos*
3. Baris and Households.

Household Siso sod Ooiapositian*
5* Population Characteristic^.
G. 7 ita l Stotisticss 7extility« Mortality and 

I41c;3?ation.
7. Aqo o f Marriace and Marital Status.
3. Distribution o f licnd.
9. Main Poros o f Econoaic A ctiv ities. _

10. Sducation and Idterooy.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



195

5.1 S t r a t a  and stattai <<tecagt8iAati8a

£Qio vUl&£;o î̂ 2aSE£&a£ situated ia  tho d istrict 
o£ Sylliot vtndor Kotwall £bllce Statioa* It is  Xocatod 
approxinatoly five miles to Sylhet Tom (tlae diiJtrict 
IieadguaiTtors) and one mile to the SbrtiMiortliuest o£ 
Sun^'QOj Boad* Th& village l ie s  approximately 214> cxLlos 
to the norl^xiortiieast o£ I2aooa clt̂ sr*

'iOLS villaoe occupies an area apiproxiiiiatoly ozû - 
half i3ile (east to the vest) oae mile (north to the 
south)* Qa the eastern side o£ the v illage, there is  a 
'paocii rood» known as liadaidmt road* It passes from the 
sout2i to the north direotion* So the south azid vest qŝq 
tuo contiguous villagers. !ii3he northern side is  bounded 
l]Qr the paddy field* 0 ^  dirt road origioatiziG from 
Bada(^t road enters into the village in  the east-uest 
direction across the southern l)oarder* Shis road is  tlie 
oaoor mocsns o f entzy to and osdLst from the village*

Sronsport fa c ilitie s  to and from the viUa^^ are 
voi^ poor* SSie vl.llage is  poor in  modem fa o ilitie s  and 
services* £h6re is  one priiaaiy school in  the viU ago. 
Qo ĵcvor, ti^re is  no Socooidary School* £here are tvo 
Dacca mosguos in the v illage, vith resident imams to 
oversee religioius functions*
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laie villaGO iiaa ao liealtli cantro, cUnlo or dlf?pca>* 
eaî r. 2!h0 villaije lias no qaalifled doctor or zxurso.

(Zlxoro Is no £om. of irx!lsa1;ian In tlio vUlac^e, no 
ahnllow tabevells nor loi’f l i f t  puiDpc* Shore are sono 
bazid pua;?s libicli are used for drinking water and wash±OG« 
!2hera is  no £ana or other cooperative in tlie viHaG®*

S!L2i3 villaGO but£ acid homesteads are conotmcted on 
artii:iciall7 raised nuimds o£ earth* Xhose mcy io- sizo 
and contimiity, dopcmding on heic^t or the sorroundliiG 
arable land and the a@e oi a particular settl<^ent. Xhe 
floors are o£ the packed iiaid and duno andt In a feu cases, 
concrete. Walls are usually either thatch or l>aiiiboo Ĵeavo 
and, in a few instances» corxucsated iron. Boofs are Bost 
often straiJ thatch or, in richer coiapoundsi corsogatod 
iron. She poorest huts have open doozvs^s and no ;7indovfs;

ilchost have uoodon frames v/i-̂ b. shutters and wooden 
doors and frazaes. S!here are no v/lndous in the
villaGO* OorruGAted iron is  used for roofs and vails of 
four percent of the huts in the village and onlcjr tv7o per 
cent of the huts are isarLca truildine l*o.t oade of concreto*

5*1.1 5CopoGrapii5r/01iiaate/Boil
£he entire village is  situated on a plain land. She 

xfeotexn side of the village is  coî parativelcsrw ̂ ûsino the 
rainsr season, most of the vestem parts of the village
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remain £sul}ciGrsed under vator* !Cb̂  low î iJOQ areas bolnc 
flllo d  XJltlL vator cive m  Izzipressioa o f  lapses» looaU^ 
Immm as

SSie climate o f  tlio stiK^ village lik e  Bazioladosh 
as a xihoXo is  hot and vet* A river loca lly  Imom as 

enriched vaters o f  a large Ertreant o f  
passos nearly tvo ndles to tbe north o f  the v illaoe . Sho 
zninfall in the study village is  espeoted to he hioher 
coc^ared to other villages located outside Sylhet district* 
SEhin is  because Sylhet espericolces the highest rainfall

A
in Ban^adeah* and the study village is  located in the 
distsLot o f  Sylhet.

Host so ils  o f the village are graoy or loca lly  das^ 
grey, clays with b lo6 ^  structure. About two foot thick 
overlyins an older so il which mcy range fron clayey to 
smdy at short dlstsoces*
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She average rainfall in  BoncsXadesh was 86*29t during 
the period 1972-1975# 3Zhe corresponding figure fo r
^Kxet d istrict was ITI.^O” (3oet Banruiade^ Bureau 
of S tatistics, m n i i ^  o f  Ilannlng. 1 ^
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!I!ho ooooxoialc rosources o£ the vUlaeo oro
lirndf livestock, poulti^ and flshoxlen*

5*2.1
Land is  tho DO0t loportaat means of prodtuotion in 

BaziGladOQ!i« Slid study village is  no OKpeotion to it . 35io 
total land area of the village Is about throe quarters of 
a square lalle (QjppcroxiJaatoly 485.00 acres)^. Agricultural 
load constitutes 30̂ *0̂  acres and tho renudnine areas are 
covered i;ith homesteadst soall bushes, ponds end canals*
She price of lend varies from !Ca2ca 5*000*00 to Ta3ca 15*000.00 
per bicba^.

lend in villaco ^  fertile . Bice, t/heat,
Xnilsos, o il seeds, spices and fruits are the major items 
of food crops produced in the vUlage*

A total of 263*05 acres or neazfeor 86.51 percent of 
the cropped area is  devoted to the production of xlce, 10.19 
pezTcont to other food crops (such as, pulses, spices, fruits, 
vocetables & laheat etc*), caid onl^ a veigr small quantity of 
land coverlag only 10 acres or 3*2B percent of the croppod 
aroa is  used for noivfood crops (see (Cable 2*1)*
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2 lend records o f the v illage is  verified  in  loca l 
(Bovoouo) O ffice.

5 A is  ono-third o f an acre. I t  is  equal to 0*33
donH^*
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Out o f the to to i araJjle land (3CW-.05 aoros) o f the 
vlllaGG» 177 acres or 58*2155 are double crojTpod. aChe 
C3X)ppinG Intonsity o f tho vU laco is  osttcjatod to 'bo 158 
ii!hic!i is  vezsr clo£»o to the national level*

2a3)lo §̂ .1 ^ v js  the tota l area under dtffereart food 
and noiwfood crops^ crpppine calendar and tixe average y lold  
o f cach crop*

5*2*1 *1 Acricultural lin^saeKits
IGs l̂ements used fo r  cultivation are old and prlioa- 

tivc* Slouch, the raaln Irapleoent used in asrieolture fzom 
the tine iiaaanorial, oonaists o f a curved piece o f vood, 
one ipd o f uhloh is  held hsr the plouc^ isan, uhile the other 
and sheathed in iron 1oo9(?qs the aoil* She plou{^ is ordl-> 
narily drmm a pair o f boUoclcs, ^ihich are fastened to 
tho plouGih 'bcr a yoke, attached to the curved plouch pioco 
Tjot a horiaontal rod* It weighs usually alX)Ut 12D pounds 
and Mihm cattle are usedf the ^oke seldom staids as m ch 
as 56 inches from the ground* It is obvious that such on 
iiaplement can only penetrate from three to four inches into 
the s o il, but the poor quality o f the plouch and cattle  
prohibits the use o f a more effective  instzoments* Xho 
plo^C  ̂ is  usually made o f wood o f in ferior quality* Zho 
price o f a p lou ^  varies from !Q£»40*00 to IBc.GO.OO*
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Tab.L« S '.!

i l b t r i L - j t i j C  c f  a r a b le  j.a n .1 a n a c r c * ir 'e r « c t  fo u d  and D o c-fo o d  c r o p s j  
cro p  c a ^ e n c e r .iOu the t o t  s i  o u tp u t d j r i n c  th t  stuc.^ p a r io d ,  from  
J a i j '79  to  J u c a ’ SO.

---- ---------- T

C r o p s
a u a o e r'  

! c u i t  j.va'i,iorj 
; ( j. r  a c r e s )

bowing
S'lLiUOlJ

7------- ---------r ~ -----—■; ■Ttii'.-iiEiins I Avera.ee ;Tot&ii
; p e r io d  ; y i e l d  JyieJLdC In
[ ; ( p e r  a c r o ) Imaund)

Food cro p s  

PaddT
a s  AuB <77.00 A p r i l  -  May Aug, -  S e p t. 12 mounCB 2124 mourk

1 1 ; Aman 78-05 J u l y  -  Aug. Nov. -  D ec. 15 H 3825^75 n
i i i )  Boro 8.00 D ec. -  Ja n . A p r i l  -  May 20 n 160 n

P u lse s
i )  ]-!ug 3 .0 0 O c t. -  Dec. Peb. -  i la r c h 6 18 rt

11) W usur ^ .5 0 Nob. -  le c . Feb. -  M arch 5 If 22.5 n
i i i )  K a la i 2.00 S e p t .-  O ct. Nov. -  D ec. 5 li 10 n

h} CO &
i )  C n i i i i e s May -  June S d p t. -  Dae. 2 5 - 3 5 90 »t

i i )  O nion O c t. -  Nov, Feb. -  A j r i l 1 0 0 -1 5 0 260 n
i i i )  G ii:t,er 7 .5 0 M a rch - May Nov. -  J e n . 75-100 H 90 ti

i v )  fia b l D «c. -  Ja n . M arch -  May 2 5 -3 0 n 20 n
v )  1u r.;ie ric Marchr- May Nov. -  J a n . 75-100 « 45 ft

V i)  G a r l i c O c t. -  Nov, D s c . -  M arch 1 0 0 -1 2 5 fi 85
g r u lt s

i ) ~  lilango

. i i )  J a c k  r r a i t  
i l l )  Eanaaa  

i v )  Papaya
i v )  Papaya

May -  June

May -  Junsi 
T h ro ugh out  
the y e a r

Mid M ay-Aag. Not e s tim a te d  Rot (Sstii-at'Sdi,
May -  June above As s Duve
D ac. -  Seb i 50-250  Mds. 267 niound

S e p t. -  O c t. 125-150 
Peak p e r io d

53.5

Jjiiffion 3 - 0 0 M a y  -  J  u l y A u g .  -
V l ) Gu^^va J u l y  -  A u g . J u l y  -

v i l ) P i n c ' s p i ^ l e J u l y  -  A u g . M a y
v l i i ) 0rang;s D e c .  -  J a n . H e y ,  -

i s ) C o c o r a t M a y  -  A u g . M a y

Vo get a b le ST 1) T*.)L£it;o 
i i )  f l r l c o a i  

i i i )  Pumpkin 
i v )  'ioueto

v )  Boans
V i)  CHbbag>;

Non-Food C ro p s,
----- r p ^ e

i i )  Sust.rccjic- 
i i i )  O i l  Ssod

J  -- ---
* ih c o th sir cci-n.-iioa 

S p in a ch , Cocu'j'De:

O c t. -  Nov. I 'e c .
Uay -  June O c t .

^ . 0 ) O c t. -  Nov. M arch
M arch - May June
June -  iu g .  Nov.
S e p t .-  Btic. C o c.jJ

?e b . 100-150 Mds, 
A p r i l  125-203 ’’ 
J u ly
S e p t. 75-125 " 
M arch 75-100 " 
M arch 300-350 '*

28.7  "  
37,4  «

ii.ated 
As abc-V©

2 5 0  maunde 
140

100
80

180
5 . 0 D M arch- A p r i l  J u l y  -  15 " 4 5  " '
2 . JO L e e . -  Ftib, Nov. -  M arch 3OO " 600 " '
5 . JO Nov. -  Dec. 7eb . -  M arch 6 "  30 ” 1

v e g e t iib id s  p ro a u c e c  in  the v i i i a g e  a re  c a u l if lo w e r , B a a ia h ,  
e t c .  ’ I
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Other lrq?l0iiiQBits which are usod “bcT the viMrxQerQ for  
aultivatlozi are harrow, hoea and 3lokels« eto« On 
cooplotlon o f ploughlnGt harrow (I3ol) la apfpXled to the 
land. ICho harrow la c®ioral3^ a baraiboo ladder, ahoiit elcJat 
feet la  leoGth, on which a oan stands as I t  la  draw acroas 
the fie ld  by a pair o f  bullocks. I t  la used to ciuah the 
clods* Shimod Tip ter the ploiich before mstard or sumer 
rice is  3om> and to reduce the fie lds  regoired fo r  wot 
xlco to puddle* Its place is  somertlmes taken by a plain 
loe of wood* !Chla harrow Is prepared by the cultivator 
hiiiself from the baziboos {^w inc in  his gardan* Vhen tho 
seeds have be£^  tc shoort;» the s o il  Is loosened and weeds 
are roooved by an Iqpleiaant called tmahra. or ooniib* Crops 
like ^ t e ,  cabbage» cauliflower, ch illie s , ctc* when Grom 
in  lines can have the latexculture operations easily' done 
l]y hand hoe, which consists o f three iron nails fl:ced 4 
inches apart to an iron fzcuoe* The iiapleiiGnt is  provided 
with wooden handles and an iron wheel* !I3ig iigplemieot is  
pushed ahead by hands in  betifeen the lines o f the crops*
It uproots the weeds and breaks the crust* Eodalis are 
used to trin  cxabanknenta (a lls )  which help to retain 
the water* CChe head o f the KodnJJ. is  made o f  iron* It 
is  fitted  wlt^ a shaft* -Another Inplecumt ilblch la  i^po2>- 
tazrt fo r  reaping is  the sickle* I t  is  made o f a simple 
woodsn handle with a crescent shaped iron blade*
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!Ehe ordlnaiy in^leaoat used fo r  imaldLng Ĝ âin is  
the dlield., a loiiG ‘bQaca v/ith pastle etfifisDd at 12i8 oad,
\ihlc3i 1q supported t?y tw> posts at about two-tJiirda of 
leact^i from tiio head* 33ie siiorfcer end ia depressed l3y 
tlie foot,, and tlic pestle is  thus raised into the air* tLte 
weisJit Is then rciaovod and the pestle fa lls  into a soall 
holo ia  t'ibich the Grain Is placed. When a small qiuaatity 
o f grain is  to bo Imslced, a laorter and peatle are used*
AH these ioE>lcaaeaats are aade lay cajcpenters*

5.2*1.2 3iscpact o f Itodeaa ?Uechaoloj3y
!Ehe introduetioa o f  iloe  TrdHs In the villas©, in 

recent tioe , has reduced taio use o f dhald. drastically. Bic 
landoximlnG h au s^ ld o , arr now usinc* sloe teH I s fo r  hu^ 
Idnc C3»ln. As a result, poor iromen, îho were formerly 
encaco*̂  ^  hnsTdng rice throu{^ dheld. ai?e nmj graduaUy 
throm out o f their traditional dobs* Buis, the settli^  
up o f t̂ JO rice mills la  the village thoueh slaplified  the 
hasIdnG o f pad^ on the one hand, yet i t  largely worsaaod 
the eTi l̂oyincmt situation o f the village on the other, p02>. 
ticularly of those poor landless womeai*

^•2*2 Xdvestocic
OMnersOilp o f  livestoclc is  one of the li^porfcant aqpects 

o f the oxmerahd  ̂ status o f rural fandlieo in  Bangladesh* It
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2 0 3

is  usually tho caao tiiat the oTOerahip o f livestock, 
whicli is  a source slmltanoous3^ o f draft power, >mi,nnl 
protsin ESid caaH ijicoao, is  distributed InoquitaT!)!^ acsjoea 
lancWaoldins sise groups* Edo is  also supported Tay data. 
!SaI)le 5.2 presents distrlbutioTi o f livestock end psultiy 
population o f village liulvarcliar "by land holdine cateco- 
rica*

StO>le ^*2
Selected data oa livestock laixd oi&e gzoups

hoxul alzo 
(in  core)

Iftmibor 
o f bi>* 
lloclcs 
per bo-
uaahold

HmaibGr 
o f cows 
per ho
usehold

Iftffiiber 
o f  cuX- 
ves per 
bous^ 
bold

$ o f  Goats & 
i^eep 
per bo— 
us^iold

$ o f
fouls £0 
ducks po3? 
bousobold

landless .52 o.'^e 0.16 0.90 ^.73
^•0 acre .55 0,32 0.25 0.80 ^.75
1.0-2.50 .80 0.50 0.25 0.80 5.G1
2.50-5.00 1.15 0.70 0.55 1.00 4.55
Above 5*00 
a&re 2.12 2.12 1.50 3.32 9.75

Otetal 0.09 0.42 0. 2s 1.00 5.05

I t  is  clearly evideat from tUe al)0ve taible that t ^  
o^oTQliip o f buUocko, cous, coats & ahe^p vei^ positively 
vitb. laod omersliip status* Bullocks are mainly used for
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plouL'Mns tlic floldD. 52io cons account £ov 2  ̂ porcont 
o f *fclie cattle population o f tha study vUla^o*

Rrodhiotion o f tallk is  not im lfom  tiuxniGhout tho 
jrear. I t  fa lls  drastically during the rainy season wlKm 
tJiere is  scarcity o f fooder^ Od. an averaG© W to 60 seers 
o f nlll.!: is  producod per day* Slbls is  most!!^ cow n ilk ,
Groat b522i  contrlTmtea 20-2^^ o f  the total niHc produced in 
the viHaGo* Milk produced in tbe viHaso i c  largely 
consumed locally* 5Ehe lars® fartaers hardly se ll their 
oiU:. But selling o f raiUc constitutes an icrportant soui>- 
ce of Incodo for tj:iOQe v:ho are landless and ataaU farmors* 
Fifteen to tuonV percent o f the tota l laUk produced in 
the viUaee is  eold Td̂’ I'l percent o f the livestock otmlnc 
houseljolds.

5* 2*5 Bsultiy
Boultiy is  avsilable almost in  each hofuaeSbold of the 

v illace and its  distrilmtion is  iiwro or less enren acre as 
landholdins sis© sroi©B, with the sole esoeption heins the 
largest land otminc class which owns the h i ^ s t  minber o f 
Tjirds CsoQ SCable 5-2). There are 1082 poultries in the 
viUace as o f July i979» Of these 92^ C85*39J5) are fowls 
and the EGiialatoe *155 (14*60^5) are duclcs* Potfls are oostly 
consuned ^  the M s landowning houseliolds. However, tho 
poor IsoTOseihDlds rear fouls to so li in  12io naifegt to s i^ l e -  
ment fnnlJy inoone*

2CW.
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On m  avorage, egg ptx5<iuctl<m In tho vUlaG© TOrios 
fH)n 350 to 0̂0 per week* 3Sio production rcacslios its  pe«d£ 
duriiiG Vinter o<3ason i*o ., post Aom haivest period i/hea 
cliicksn food is  available abuadently*

Host oX tbidsd egga ore looall^  consumod* 20-2?
poiiocjat o£ tLd to la l ia  tliid village are sold
13̂  amall lajidovmiJQG liousoboldBf vLoae ajunial incocia lo  loao 
tlioa fiioka 6,000«00« A aosim or egg costs SSc* 10 to 2!l£*12»00«

Fiah and Pi^erios

A l£U!gQ portion o f tlie viUaee Is amnially Iniaadatod 
V  iiatei> duriJiG laoziaooiii and the a2?oa is  tliaroby connoctod 
witli the neli03>ourii3g idver OfVjgYî W'V̂ I- and other water 
waya, SSiis allows fish  to laove in  tlie loca lity  from othoar 
areas* £tndB) teeiZzS} oanals, swsonps and marshos ore usod 
ijQT t2w villaserg aa fifCierios. HUbesd axe alx>t)nd iidth fiBh0£ti 
tSha T)ost tlEM for fidhiiiG is  when tlio flood watora aro ro- 
cedinc* the vator is  shoUcni and fish  aro troppod in
landloolced pools*

ilflh  is  OfiOisht in  trap loade o f asplit bamhoo \&4ch ar© 
o f different shapes and are loca lly  Imom as Enin or Pari. 
Gui. -Qaroa and itinra. A coman fiahlng rig  is  a net oountod 
on a trian[?ilar wood frajao, î biich is  pushed throof^ shallow? 
pools by vadix^ fic^eioan* A oaâ o olaborate r ig , iised in
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detjrper cliam elfl, consists oi: a not attac2u)d to tho foxu? 
points o f  a cross o f  1)0123300. K ils is securoct to  a fulcun 

an:i libloli i s  nEOilpuls.tod to  loi’/or and ra ise the n et.

5. 2.5 Oc^ltal Hosouivea

iiSiare is  practloaJJ^ no ca£>ital resoui»e, uortli ma^ 
tiozxinc in  tlie viUase* l{o factoi;^ or miXX are located li.cre. 
Qovovor, ono prlaajy Bohool, two rdLcd ixLlla* two pqcoll 
qaes and fow Taacoa faiildinga are looated in  iihe villaGe. 
AltlsouGU, m  cottage industi^' is  located in tbe vill«a£;;e, yot 
liandlcroft is  tlio piiiaaiy oocx^tion  o f 2 poroent bousabolds 
end sooondo37 occupation o f 9 porceait h o iis^ ld s . Sifforent 

o f Iiousebold itexosy like oJbair, table, jĵ iliiiKjL
usually produced bor tlio village arti^ 

sans from locaUI^ groilfiM e bamboo and oanes. S iffereot 
t ^ 9s o f nats are also prepared froa  reeds and baiuiboos*

356

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



ao7

Ih ulio village 2|3i£;3S^aS» ^  l^arts and
21  ̂ Ijgaaô o-l-dg!̂ * ®ie ^  M zla o f tlio v illage razac© in siso 
fron 1 to 12 !hous(^Xdfl> an avoraso o f 3*3^ IiouGGholda 
por

4 A IioiLBol̂ old o f paii^oiis xolated eXiihQ’£ L̂ '' l?lood
o r IXT* BaxTlage (paxents, husband, wife and ohlldxen) and 
aaiv include uozelated persons (servants and rela
tiv es, i f  anssr)? liv e  tosetlier, hay© eoioaon holism 
koopijuci arxangoi2»ats and noim aiy talî o food fxoi:i a coi33on 
hoartli o f fiz!eplace o r 3h a bousel^ld, t^ r e  laâ
be oao or laor© easain^; acrSers wiio usuallir convXiTmt'c, 
paitljr or \Oiall^, to a pooled hoiisehold fund froa wMoli 
coimon d^^onditoro fo r  food, clotldiiG, llvinG accontcdck* 
tion and otljer oegeatial household reauironetttfl aro 
i23curx’&d« !2i0 Iiead o f tlie Itoim^̂ Iiold is  tlie koQT noabor iibo 
Inlays the v ita l role In taaltlns deciciono about irapoirbant 
a ffa irs o f Iiou£»obold and on \&iou usuall;7 rests the 
T3aln reQtj»n*»lbillt7  o f Taanâ Giaeat and aaintenanoe o f tlio 
houiialijold*

 ̂ A ill a unit; o f two or oora pat?riXindally related 
lacmseliolds* Separate baris are dlstinsui£*ied as se ttlo - 
EiiOtits viitli a reotongular pattern o f liuta facing a control 
compound. TikQ guality Si volume o f houalns struoturos o f 
a bari vazsr positively iiitb it£} uocio-ecanoinic oonditiono. 
Por er-anmle, richer baris havo variety o f  stsucturso in 
addition to the usual sleeping, oooldiig and stoxoGo hats, 
fo r  G:3«:iplo, cattle nheda, and Inits outside the naln 
ooQ|>ound fo r  receipt ood entertalnnent o f guosts. A baz±, 
particularly a rich one has a comon eroveyard. 25io hoadc
o f separate households in  most ImiAa aro typloally closo 
relatives* Tesy oftoaa bar i in  the village consist o f a 
father and his sons, a ll o f uboiii are heads o f  separate
houneliolds, a c3?oup o f brotliers or a saoiro o f brotliers and 
cousins* A baj^  losy vai^ in degree o f cohesiveness and 
cooperation* ^wever, wbysical prozlnlty, close Idn ties  
and the esdlstonoe o f hleararcliy o f patiAaichel euthorii^ 
often result in  coordination and cooperation betiieon hou^ 
aebolds In a bari. IChls nay include cooperation oiaDaG 
vK)iaeii in  prepaimHon and processing o f food, child caro 
and houso^ld oalixteaiance in  g^eral* Mons ^̂ ale members 
cooperation nozmally takes place in  the fora o f exchance 
o f drsu^t anlDals, farm iinidezaeiitst azid labour in  crop 
production*
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5.4 aige and BtaMBtaUM

dstxiU itlorx of BoasflhoXd tjy ^
SstenoiveQeos

33ie dLstslbaticm of 214 houscholdo In  the vlllae®  "by 

Idn eadbonf̂ v«aes!3 of hoaseihold tacQbcro is  paTODontod in  

Zable
Sikte-5»5*

PcDPCojataf̂  and fSfoguoncy dLstadtxition 
of hoaoG&olds 1)7 hoosehold sfcraobuvo

Boaeehold stxactuve Hedbop of FececontaB©

Bingle poo?0on 8 3*75
Sub nooleas (iddou)^ 5 A M

Sab zsLdoeap Ct l̂douev)̂ 1 0.46
OthGV 00b nadeoa?^ 11
Sdoleea?^ 97 45.32
Sapplenonted nueleos^ 56 26*17
lin e a l joinfc^ 27 12*62
lin e a l oollatesal joint^ 10 4*67
C o U a tm l joint^ 1 0J16

A ll hoggoholdfl______________ 214_________ i00>00__________

pGBTson liv in g  alone in  a bouseboXd & pvopovos h is/h er 
oun food in  hiev^hes oun kitohen* SSse poroon oa7 be a 
xddoi /̂tddDvev*

%idpu« head o f the housoboldf liT in e  ii.th  her ozxnasxied 
(Mldsen*

head o f the household  ̂ U ving uLth h is  ixnaaomiod
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^dov/vddoweff liv lne xdth hLfl/heo* uzmoxslcd (Mldren 
along with otiier umsraied/wldowAildower relations cod 
sosvents* Here wldowAddov/eor is  not the head o f  the 
hoasdiold.

% t eompacises o f the hushandt u lfe  and their tinmaxried 
children.

% t oOQ^ises o f hUEtbandft ^ fe|  unaarrled diildreny 
xjldouAd.dot<7er loother/f arbor« usmasriod sorvonts and 
divoroed/Unaarried slster/t3arother«

f
Tit cooqisises o f the husbandy vdfet their children the 
tdvee & children o f the maxrled gozib and othcsr relattiree.

^ t  conprises o f the hushand« idfe* their dtdJLdrenj the 
wives & children o f the married sons, brothers, sisters; 
the idves and children o f married brothers} fGCCher« 
toother & other relations.

ht is a three generation household! It coc^rises of father mother« ^ond father« e??and inothei** uncley jaint, 
nefĵ evtf niecet bvothers« sisters & other relations.
{ilhe mâ Iority of households is coaposod of single nuclear 
fasdlsr units* consisting of hu^and* ^fe and their U2>- 
loaxrled diildren. Of all households« 73.50 percent are 
Dudeart suppleasoted nuclear and 8ub«43uclcar in struc
ture and only 17*75 percesxt are ^oint in sbrueture i.e. 
contain more than one married couple. Other than nuclear 
and {Joint faniliest there are 8 (eij^t) hous^lds con* 
slstins of single persons. Kost of thm ore xddox'/s and

I

vddoxiers.
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5«4»2 Hean sIjeo of SoasoboXd bj HoioGSiold StTactuaee
SSie enrwace oLbo of houseSiolds is  tSic v lllfis e  is  s is  

porson8» SalOe ^ 4  prosents tbo oean oLso o f liousclioldB 

fOET dLffevoDt l»as€iiold8 stru.olna?G0*

2 M S L ^
JSîTtsSGQo sLze of houscibold ̂  licusohold cjtsaotcise

210

BousolioXd Kean bouse- 
0txacture bold d .z e

3%oabei7 o f 
persons

X&saibca? cif 
Houeetholds

pQoreontaBO of total houE!>-

Single peoeoon i.O 6 8 3.73

Sub miclear 4*6 70 15 7.00

Sadeov 5.4 530 97 <15.32

Buppleoented
m ciccff 6.9 3B7 56 2G.16

Joint 9.3 355 3B 17.75

A ll Eoasebolds 6*5 1350 214 100.00

I t  is  close Osoa the above tetblo tliat fcsally sLse 

ToKios b7 fcsoLly t̂ rpe* Zt sanees firaa porsotus in  one 

{Sencvfitittii fo n ll^  (sobî aicXoar & nacloav) to 6*9 poveoos 

in  a tuo E3snfla?a(tiL0i& fa o ily  and 9*3 poroons in  a ths«d 

QBsosctkion f  aaily*
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5«4>.3 Kean Size o f Household "by Btatus
iSaljIo 5*5 pvesents tSie raean size o f liouscihoXd bjr 

lajid boldizig catc£psies*

211

go33le 3*5
Plstelbutlon o f housdioXd slee by land bol(Ung

catogoapy

Xcmd holding 
category 
(in  acres)

lU ber 
o f liou- 
sahold

lifumber
o f

pereous
Uean

households
si^e

Xendless 1 9 26 2.88
Iiendless 2 101 501 5.75
^1.00 256 5.90
1.00-2.50 56 245 6.80
2 . 50- 5.00 20 160 8.00
5*00+ a 102 12.75

A ll h ou s^ ld s  214 1350 6.5

Hotrei landless 1 * Hefere to tliose liOUseiholdG
clalTii owneordilp o f no Im d, eitlier 
home stead land or othoo? Xsnd.

landless 2 t ref€3?6 to those bouGoboldc«
do not claim ovjne3*£Mp Of any land 
other tlian house^Xd land.

I t  appd£irs txon tho al̂ OTe tahle tdiat the m&an size o f
households varies i>OBltlvely with the sLse o f land
holding. It  xlsee £son 3 pepsons in  landless eategoxy 1
to 13 persons in  the h i ^ s t  luadholdine category. (Sie
overage size o f  hoaseliolds observed in  tho study village
closely  coxiresponds to that o f the naitlonal averaee®.
6 See^ National Impact Survey, 1968; Ban^ado^ F ertility  

Survey o f 1975*
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Relationsthlp o f Sver Haxried Feoolos to Head
of the Household Harital Statue

TbB fcinflhip s^stea o f Bangladosh I 0 patrilineal and 
patrllocal* In th is STStea  ̂ the household head is  the 
father or the eldest male neaher o f the fcsnlly and upon 
masriagey vooen usually aoye to theix hasbonds* fathers 
home and ^ddovis tend to liv e  with their loaxried sons than 
^Ith their narried dau^ters. Xhis residential patteim 
is  clearly evident from data in  Sable libidti presents 
the relationcMp o f ever married /̂omen to the head of the 
household in  which they reside- We find only 15 v̂omen are 
head of the households. !EhiB constitutes only 6̂ 5 o f to ta l 
h o u s^ ld  heads* iaong currently msocried vmcaiy 30 aro 
dau^teT9-ii>«lai? o f the household head as against only 
two EO?e dau^ters o f the head. Only in  eaKSOptional situa^ 
tionsf mazsied dau^ters reside in  their parent a * house 
^ th  their husbands* IQiis occurs Wben the is^fe's father 
is  rela tively  well o f f  and has very fey , very young or no 
sons. In this situation« i f  the father is  a cultivator 
or a businessnan* he may request h is eo3>di>-lau to  laove 
in  vdth hin to help vd.th the land or busirtiCss. In our ease 
tviio businessman ^ 0  have had k xto adult sons invited their 

_^ns-dn*law to stay with then & help ulth business. ikK>n6 
67 iiAdows« 48 are mothers o f the household head as compared 
with only 4 \ho are mothers-izv-lavj.

212
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BcCLationshlp o£ er̂ er laarried females to 
lioad o f 13ie houneliold by marital status

215

Selation
to Hoad Ourrottt3^ Widowed Divorced Separated

Ototal

Hoad mm
(16.4^1)

-
( 50?00) 15

(4 .% )
Wife

(30*55)
- - - 192 X 

tGI.55)
Daugjrbor 2

(0.85)
- - -

(0.G4-)
 ̂ 50  ̂

(12.55)
~ - 2

( 50. 00)
52

(10. 25)
Hcymer

(1.67)
48

(71.64)
( 5S97) ■ "

52
(16.66)
(i 228)

Sister -
1 ^ 9 )

2
(100.0) (0^96)

Brotdies’ a wife iO
(^ 1 3 )

1
Cl. 49)

- -
( 5. 52)

Aunt -
(1 % )

- (0^52)
Grand ifother - 1 - • 1

( 0. 52)
l^ d  ScrTHzrt; 1 wr «•»

(0?52)

!Eotal H • 259 67 2 512
(100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) ( 100. 00:

Hotel The iisa re  in  parentliesis refers to percentages 
o f reopeotiTe marital status categoiy*
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5*5^1 Sizo o f Bapolation

TixQ tota l p ep ola ti^  o£ v illage «ao
1550 as o f Juno 15* 1979* SSi© siae o f tlw study vUlagG 
a^earo to t>o U ttlo  Mgher than avemge villn ge size in  

Shore are 68.018 V illases in
and given ttxe tota l m xej. poiE»ylatioa o f 6,9^,21000 

persons in  197^ tiie average population o f a single vUla^o 
ia EPeator than 1000^.

5.^

How0ver, i t  is  d i ^ i ^ t  to detemlne average size o f 
a village* Villages enumezated liQr tho census o ff id a lo  
oftcai do not coincide with the lo ca lly  recoeniaed bom^ 
daxios* Por eocanple, our study villa£;e is  ucludod as 
a Toart o f another adjoining vlllag© in  the census* fix 
this situation isdien e ĉact nutiber o f villages are not 
koom, overage village sige la also imlcnom*
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% e and Qqx Dlotrlburbion

IlCa'ble 5*7 presents the dletxilmtion of tlio popuXcw 
tloa 1)̂  f  ivo yoar ago sroi]q?a and "by sez.

m sk Q .^ .
DiatrHnitlon population, by a^o and n&s.

Age .. ■■ t Mf t - , P f f W l r ............... , ?t o3L--------

215

. 6̂ % % _.  ______

CM- 104 14,42 109 17.32 203 15.40
5-9 99 13.73 94 14.94 198 14.66
10-14 106 14.70 82 13.03 180 13.92
15-19 58 8,04 55 8.74 113 8.37
2 0 ^ 68 9.43 58 9*22 126 9.53
25-29 73 10.81 43 6.83 121 8.96
50-5^ 56 7.76 36 5.72 92 6.81
55-59 55 4.85 33 5-24 68 5.03
ijO-4^ 26 5.60 21 3.33 47 3.48
45-^9 19 2.63 22 5.49 41 3.05
50-54 19 2.63 22 3.^9 41 5.03
55-59 20 2.77 11 1.74 31 2.29
60+ 55 4.57 43 6.83 76 5.62

!SotaX 721 100.00 629 100*00 1350 100.00
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f

Bmnljiatlott o£ the tsStiXe revools touzig age dlotribution 
witii 44 peicant o£ tlie populatioii imder 15 years o f ag©* 
!Ebls ^iadiDG closely  coxresipoxids to the natloaal og@ 
dlatribatioa pattom^* 25ie most outstanding feature o f 
the ©so dlDtribation o f the study population is  the reltw 
tive asn3 a*bsolute d e fic it o f the population in  12xe age 
group 0^5 as conttiared to the 0-4- stot^, !2he fiadloe is  at 
ooirq?lote variance with those ohserTed in  the national cetb- 
30ses.

ilihe ratio o f population in  the (M- age group to 
population in  the 5-^ group vas always found to he less 
i îan one in  a ll  the prervioua censuses o f Ban(^adesh (see 
!i?able 5*6) tnit tills vas found to he alxnre one in  t^e study 
vHlc.cc*

iMiJia ^«8
EETtio Of populatian reported aged 0-̂ j- to population 
reported aged >-9 iu  mdLous c^isuses o f Baneladesh

------------  ^Ve ■_ ■ ■goiaalft

ViUase (MdJyarohar)
census 1979 1.05 1.16
19G1 csnsus ,9^ 1*01
1951 census *95 1*01
1974 census *91 0,95

8 According to 1974 census, 48 percent o f the population 
was beiow 15 years o f age.
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She peraistm t fludlne o f relative and obooltzte 
d o fio it o f the poin]la:t;io(a in  th& 0-4 age aa coc^arod
to tho >-9 is  usually attrlbatod to imdora?e!poitlii6

I
of iafoalJG and over estimatiOG the ages o f oMldcm*
SSiesc orsors vere overcooo in  this study hor taldng sovexol
prencautions* Xhcae are as follows s the eouBeratoro in

('
thlo study were recruited loca lly  riho were laore or less *

t

fam iliar with the YlUage population* In c ite  o f th is fa^ 
railiarity, the enmaeratore toofc eactra caution in estimatlnG 
a^es cturioc village ceo^os* CQilldren vore listed  in 
Older from yo'UDGest to eldest usine p2x>bes fo r  leasth o f 
■birth Intenirala* Himth and year o f birth were asoerfcainod 
^ cn  poDsiJ)le with the aid o f a detailed date/ev^t card 
iidiich included loca l and national evmi;s* Second* nnder- 
reportinc o f infants may have been :reduced "by a sequence 
o f questions in  births in  iihe past year and date o f last 
liv e  birth WUsh was asked Ind^endently o f the listinc;
OQd Dstimtion o f housdiold metbods. iShese precautiono 
in  cstdnatiriG ages may explain the finding of relative and 
absolute sui^lus o f population in  tho CM- age group as 
coiapared to the 5-9 gpxfup ia  the present study.

32aere are other features o f the age distributiim  
Which need analysis and esq>lanation» fo r  e ĉssqple, the 
populatixtn has a relative and absolute d e fic it  o f fesoales 
coiapared with males in  the age group 13-44. !3iis mcxy be 
attributed to female tswrbality aiislnB out o f child bearinc 
and child birth.

21V
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Datâ  on sex ratio "bj "broad ag© groi^B are preaeatied 
In lable 5. 9*

I I

M L a ^ a
Distribution o f aois-ratio l3y age groins

5*5*5 mtlo

Age
S3OT5> Cotal Sox ratio . .

|[ X 100 BazK âdesIi 
(1974 cennoG)

208 i(yi- 109 95 99
5-9 19s 99' 9^ 105 101

1CM4 188 106 02 129 119
15-29 5G0 20^ 156 150 102
5CM4 207 117 90 150 109
45- ^ 19 22 86 12G
50- 5^ VI 19 22 86 116
55+ 107 55 5^ 98 151

aJotal 1550 721 629 114.6 108
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25ie overall pattem  o f sex ratios obaerved In the study 
vUloGQ ixyusbâ r corresponds to the national pattom  tAth 
iaie o33oeptionf3 o f tihose o'bsoivod in  -Hio ymmGost (0 -4 ) and 

oGo G^mipc (45 and stbove)* ®fcio sex m tloo at tho 
0l)ove ages aro lowor (less than, one) la  the otudy villaGe 
ooxapared witii the national lcJ7*el (see £ablc 5*9)• Bsqploy- 
Jns ccsasuG data, one finds oonsistaatly high aes. xatlos 
(laore lium one) at ages O-̂ f* cmd 4-5 above# Higji geoc ratio 
at the age gijou® 0-4 is  usually atwrUjfuted to hi^ei? infaat 
Tiiortality and imdoixjovrnt o f female children. Oa the o'tihê ?- 
hcnd, high s&£ ratio at ages 4  ̂ and ahove is  explained in 
terciQ of hic^er death rates fo r  fertales at older ages. 
Boiti'cvcr, the fiodlxtgB o f low ses;: ratios at ages 0»4 and 43 
and above In the study village do not lend oc îport; to t^o 
hffpot^hasis o f bd^ier idafc fo r  death o f feraale pojrulation at 
ttie yo'onGeet and higher ageo* should not "be suj^risod 
t f j  tSiis fiadinc, Ice^ins In view uhat Is true fo r  the nation 
as a whole iw  not he necessarilar true fo r  a vUIaGo* H)3?o- 
over, part of the inoonaistaioy may also arise out o f ricour 
IjRxraued in  the collection  o f data* For eioai2q^e» care 
^^eh is  talcesn in the coU.ectlon o f age data in  the present 
study is  not usually ta ŝen in the national oensuses*
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Sqpoxiddaoy Batlo
It  is  a measare o f depGOdGato per 1CX) psodooers. 

Ckxtx7eiitioziall7, cliildren in  the a^e-exoup (M 4 and tliose 
aged 6^ and over are considered dorpendents  ̂ and those in  
the a{;es i>-64- are considered as producers or  econoaically 
active population. Altem ativelyt i t  is  an isdesc o f eco- 
zm ic ’burden i ^ t  a ^iven age stxucture o f the population 
refpresGQts. Usinc; the above defin ition , there are 87 do- 
pendcmts per 100 aetive population in  the study v illa ge . 
Shis is  lower than l ^ t  o f the national dependency ratio"^^.

B>polation Xkmsity
Bspulstiffli Density is  ooxsrentionaUy measured in 

tezQs o f nus£bor o f people liv in g  per sguare loile or k ilo* 
oeter. I t  is  a exude indoK measurinc pressure o f populsH 
tion  on land. She study v illage covers an area o f three 
quarter o f a s<|aare o ile  & the to ta l population is  1350. 
Given the above infosoationf density o f population fo r  the 
study v illage comes to 2023 persons per square td le  or 7B2 
persons per square Idilooiater* She v illa ge  is  laore densely 
populated than that o f the country as a

9 Shis, hoveverf denies the rea lity  o f l i f e  in  a peasant 
society ^ e re  children participate in  econoMc activi^ 
tie s  as eaxly as 6-7 Tears o f age.

10 She dqpeodozioy ratio fo r  the counti^ as a i&u>le was 106 
in  1974 (see, Ban^Ladesh Bureau o f S ta tistics« 197^ 
Bcmgladesh Population Census Bqport;, Bational Tolune).

11 Population doisity  fo r  the country as a ^ l e  was 138^ 
persons per sqaare mile ingliidiwg river, persons 
per sg;uare kilometer in  1974-* (See, Bangladeaa Bureau 
o f S tatistics, 197^ Bongladesh ibpulation Oenaus Beport, 
national Tolume).
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Iitaai gjaUfitiiLfig

Hbfozimtloii on bixtib, deatb, migration and marriaco 
rolai/ins to study popti3Latlon wero collected proaipectively 
for a p03d.od of ono year from 1st August 1979 to 51 tJUly 
I960* Altogetliea?, $6 child3?GQ wore bom alive to women

I
^  iier& U0oal z^sidmts of the vUlage doxdLae the study 
poziod. 03i±3 Bltrea 'Qio village a Omde Birtb Rate (OBB) 
of 44«48 per t^usand population* !Elhls rate is someWbat 
lower than that of the national level i&leh was estimated 
to be 47 per thousand population in 1975̂ *̂ Howerver, from 
this finding, one camiot flnaly conclude that the fertility  
l37el of study village is  lower tdian that of the natio
nal level. Xhis may simply arise out of yearly fluctuations 

t
in  b^rtih igiioh is  co^ectod in  a population as small as t ^ t  
o f the study village#

221

12 EBLnistiy o f Health and Ibpolation Control* Bnpgaadanli
faeliaimr fiBCTM ai ia75»
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Aco-£3(p0olflc birth  rate 
SJabie 5*10 preaefloto a g^ sp ociflc birtlx xatec fo r  

tSxo coioibx^ as a itfiole, S3S area o f ^ tla b  Shana and the 
study vUlaco*

!SMA
Coc^arlooa o f asc spoolfio fo r tu ity  ratos

222

Sroup
> HUlyarohar 

1979-80ms
(1975)

mm
C1973-74)

OSS
(1976)

X3S
(1966-68)

15-19 .205 .193 .158 .252 .218
20-24 .532 .337 .351 .301 .396
25-29 .301 .311 .289 .350 .232
30-3̂ ^ .236 .262 .266 .198 .166
5>59 .152 .197 .127 .126 .090
4 0 ^ .069 .095 .041 .037 .043
4 5 -^ .022 .014 .006 .003 .045

!E7B 6.575 7.070 6.23 6.02 5.95
CBH 46.9 49.0 41.8 - 41.48
BFB « Banc^adeah PertH lty S o iv ^ , 1975*
BSifU m Botroopectlve Surrey o f TertiXlty ft HorbaXlty*

StotlOTlos Sivlaioiit Ulnistxy o f HazmlDGt Ocvl;. 
o f Bas{;Iad3fih*

BBS m Denocraphlc Smvelllance Sygtom o f Iktlab Ihancu
3jitomaHozial Centre fb r  ]^aiiu>oal Slsoaso and 
Bosoarchy Ban{^adeah, FomexSly Imom as Cholera 
Besearch leiboratoi^*

IB m Impact SurveoTf 1968*
Source I Ralinan, "Some ©stlmates o f current

IcnreXs o f feCTillty & mortality In Ban^adeaL. 
prellmlnaiy analysis o f the pregnancy histories
o f Ban^adeah fe r t i l it y  Suxvey*** Batlonal ]^ t ltu to  
o f J^pulatlon Beoearoh & SralzdjiGi Sacoa, June,1979f 
PP.^-47*
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£xaaination of the table refveals that ooiqpared to the 

age patterns of fe rtllitg r in  SSS area of Hatlab Shana 
and the nation as a whole as reported in  the Bangladesh 

fe rt ilit y  Sorv'eor of v illa g e  schedule shows proper-

tionatelsr higher rates in  the youngest age groups* 

Howerer« total fe rt ilit y  rate (S9K) observed in  the 

study v illa g e  closely corresponds to the rate found 

for the eountxy as a whole and fo r the OSS area* Given 

the age->sohedule of fe rtility ^  a women in  the v illa g e  

w ill produce on an average 6 children at the end of 

her r^orductive period* Xhe high f e r t il i^  at the 

national level is  also reflected in  the s'bidy village*  

Shis would be further attested by other izidices of 

fe rtility *  Ib r exan9 le» general fe rtility ^ ^  of the 

study v illa g e  is  calculated as 160 per thousand 

female population. She corresponding figure fo r the 

nation as a whole acoording to the 1974- Oensus was 

158* Child woman ratio  ( the number of children  

under age 3 per thousand women of 1^-49 years) is  

found to be 795 for the study v illa g e  compared to 821 

for the counlaey as a whole* Reviewing a ll the indices 

of fe rt ilit y , one would tend to conclude that the 

fe rt ilit y  level of the villa g e  is  as high as that of

13 Ikzioiber of liv e  births per 1000 female population 
aged 10-4-9 years*
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the oountzy as a whole. This is  also oongistent with 
the find ins o f low use of cont2̂ aceptlon• Ĉ ily 10 peiv 
cent o f currently married women in the study village 
wore found praotislng contraception.

5.6.2 Kortalitor

During the z*eference period o f the study i . e . ,  
from 1st August 1979 to 31 July 1980, 27 deaths were 
recordod* tDils gives the village, Crude Oeal^ Bate(OSR) 
o f 20 per thousand population. Ihis rate is  l i t t le  
higher l̂ ian that o f the national level which was esti
mated to be 18 p «  thousand population in 1975*^^

However, the infant mortality rate in  the study 
village is  l i t t le  lower than that o f the national level. 
Shere were $6 live births in  the village during the 
reference period o f the study. Of these 56 live  births

14 Shis is  l it t le  higher than that o f the national 
level* According to 1975 Bangladesh F ertility  Survey, 
only 3 percent o f currently married women were found 
practising contraception. Itowever, i f  the analysis
is  confined to * exposed' women ( i .e . ,  whose who are 
currently married, fecund & not currently pregnant) 
only, the proportion practising contraception rises 
to only 1C .̂ xhe Comparable analysis could not be 
done for the study village due to lack o f required 
data.

15 Hlnistiy o f Health and Population Control. Bangladesh 
gertility  atinrcifv o f 1975*
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7 died, loplTing an Infant oortalitgr rate of 125 per 
1000 live  births, IQie corresponding rate for the country 
as a whole was estimated to be 150 per 1000 live births 
in  1975*'’®

5*6*3 Migration

Becord o f In and out odgrants were maintained 
for the village during the study period l«e« ,  from 
August 1979 to July, 1980*

An out migrant In the study Is defined as one 
who has moved outside o f the study area and has not 
returned In six  months. On the otherhand, an In-mlgrant 
Is one who has moved Into the study area and stayed there 
for six months.

According to the above definitions there w«re
23 out migrants and 16 in-migrants during the study 
period. Xhe out and in migrants constitute 1*70 percent 
and 1*18 percent o f the total population. 3!his yields 
a net migration rate o f -0*51 percent. It appears that 
migration pleys a very insignificant role in  the growth 
of study population. She rate o f natural increase 
(GBR -  ODE) for the village is  estimated to be 2.14 
percent.

16 S.H. Ifitra* "Infant and childhood Hortallty in  
Bangladesh-I«vels and Difference" llaster thesis 
presented at the Demography Department, Australian 
& tional l^ v e rs ity , 1~
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!Ehe out migration rate as obtained In this vUlage 
is  l it t le  lover to that obtained in  other villages in 
Bangladesh. Shis may arise out o f yearly fluctuations 
and/or differences in  reference period employed to 
measure out migration, o f 23 out«migrants, 11 or 46  ̂ are 
females are mostly concentrated in  the age-group 
15-19* out migrants are mostly concentrated in
young adult ages 20-39 (see Sable 3*11)• Amongst the 
male out migrants, the distribution among various land 
size groups forms a U -  shaped pattemi with high pro
pensity to migrate among the landless and the highest 
land holding group and max^nal ( /  1.00 acre) and small 
farmers (l-2 * ^  acres) having fewer migrants. Of the 
total 12 male out migrants, 7 or moved out o f the 
country to US, Idbya, Oman, ()atar and Saudi Arabia. !Qie 
education level o f those who moved out o f the country 
is  l i t t le  higher than those who moved within the country, 
females mostly moved in  aM out as bride, lor  example, 
a ll the female out migrants moved out o f the village as 
bride and sim ilarly, 14 out o f 16 female in-migrants 
came in as bride in the v illage.

17 Ohaadhuzy, B.H. "Determinants and Consequences o f 
Rural Out lligrationi Evidence from some villages in 
Bangladesh” , Oriental Geographer, Tol 21II, fi6s»1&2 
(January and July 1978)*
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St11
Some Soclo-eoOnoeilo oturaoterlstics of the out migrants

Variablos n %

Afce Ctlale)^
0 - 9  1 8.3
1 0 - 1 9  2 16.6
20 -  39 7 58.3
40 ♦ 2 16.6
Sotal 12 100.0

Age (Pemale)
0 - 9  1 9.09
1 0 - 1 9
15 -  19 9 81.81
20 -  29 1 9.09
Sotal 11 100.00

acre)

Ickzidleso 6 50.0

JU 1 8.3
1 -  2.50 2 -
2.5 -  5.0 2 16.6
Above 5*0 acres 3 25.0
Sotal- 12 100.0
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Marriage la univarsal in Bangladesh. Shis Is also 
the case in the 8tud7 village* Ihere are no women in the 
village twenl̂ r three or older who have never married and 
no man greater than age 38 years who have never Barried* 
Oirls marx7  earlier than boys* Shere is usually 8-10 
years differonoes in nean ages at marriage between nan 
and women In Bangladesh. In the study village mean ages 
at fionst marriage for ever married men and women are 
2^.0 and 14.2 respectively. In recent years, there is 
evidence of increasing age at marriage for women in 
Bangladesh. Shis is also evident in village r&iiyarchar. 
During the course of the present stu(Jy i.e., from 1st 
August, 1979 to 31 July, 1980, 32 marriages took place 
in the village* Of these 32 marriages, 26 are first 
marriages - 14> males and 12 females. 3!he mean ages at 
first marriages for the males and fwaales are 26 and 16 
(see Sable ^*12)*

^•7 Age of C arriage
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JHstrlbution o f recorded nutrriages in  Muiyarch^ from 
Auc^t 1979 to July 1980 lay age,sex & place o f residence

229

INasvlages witbln Uarriages witbiii
Age group village aMoog jrillagef affloag villagers

M tBm  1̂/ j  pirt|^pBlfaayg j<L

10 -  14 - 1
(16*66) (14^28)

15 -  19 -
(83^33)

-
(71^42)

20 -  â^
(16.66)

- 2
(15.38)

1**
(14.28)

2 5 - 2 9 , 5 , (83.53)
- 6

(46.15)
-

5 0 - 3 4 - - y *
(23.07)

-

5 5 - 3 9 - - - -
4 0 - 4 4 - -

(
1**

(7.69)
-

45  ̂ 49 " -
(7.69)

-

50 + - - - -

sotai isr« 6 6 13 7
% - 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

1 Here 'both brides and bride groons are the permanent 
residents o f »iiyarohar.

2 Here e it ^ r  bride o f bridegroom is  a permanent 
resident o f SiaiaaiKtiaS*

** It refers to second marriage o f the person in that 
age group*

***It refers to third marriage o f the person in that 
age group*
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She distrlbatlon o f erer married oales and fenales 
according to marital status is  presented in  lable

Ilarital status o f ever married persons

Status Hales Females
H ! ^ H I ^

Currentljr
married

230 94,65 239 76.60

Vidowod 9 3.70
\ ' 1 67 21.47

Divorced -

I 1

2 0.64

Harried bat 
separated

‘ 4 1.64 4 1.28

Sotal 243 lOOwOO 312 100.00

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



231

Bxamiiiatlon of the table reveals that proportion o f widows 
aaiong ever married women is  mach greater than the proportion 
o f widovors aisong ever narried laen, Zhis is  expected in a 
society with marriage at an early age, with a higher aiorta- 
lity  level for women than for men at most ages, and with a 
considerable age difference between husbands and wives, 
widcwhood is  es^ected to be more frequwit for iromen. In the 
ag»->group 40-44 years, less than one per cent men are widowed 
as coi^pared with one percent women* Shis difference in the

I,

proportion widowed by sex increases with age (see liable 
Oata suggests that more wives are likely  to lose husbands 
than vice versa* Moreover, higher proportion o f widows anonc; 
ever married vomen may also arise oat o f lower chances o f 
remarriage among widow than among widowers* Shis is  a 
reflection  o f social proscription against widows re-marzying 
a proscription not fe lt  by widowers.

3he women who are 'married but separated' in  most 
cases severed their ties with their lusbands* Formal divorcc 
is  not yet materialised due to legal coi^lications*

Xhe discrepancy between the number o f currently 
married males and females (see Sable ^*13) is  due to l^e 
existence o f polygynous anions and the presence in  the 
village o f several permanent male servants, moat of-whom 
are married bat whose families are in other villages* Zhere 
are 8 polygynoos households in the v illage, representing 
approsdmately 3  ̂ o f a ll marriages*
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^*8*1 Zctnd Area o f the Tillage

Oimorohip o f land la the most crucial factor 
that ddtenaines the econonLc status aM streiagth o f 
different households* l«nd is  the principal source o f 
livelihood o f the TiUagers* Host o f the population 
o f the village is  d ireotlj connected vith agriculture 
in  a nuid)er o f woqts and land pla7 s s v ita l role in  
shagging the class-stcucture o f the population o f 
She tota l land area ftf the village is  about three-quarter 
o f IK s<|̂ iare mile (approxlmatel7  48^.00 acres)*'^^ Shis 
includes 51«62 acres o f land owned tigr the non-villagers 
and other orgaziisations (like loca l Union Parishad,
Baser Committeet Uosque ComiBitteet School Comittee etc*) 
and excludes 7*00 acres o f land owned by the villagers 
in  other looaH ties outside the study village* She 
villagers altogether own 460.38 acres o f land.^^ Of a ll 
land owned (460*38 acres}* 304*0  ̂ acres (66^) are arable 
land* 3Sie r^&ainder is  land used for settlement, svall 
stands o f wood, ponds, canals and soae low lying areas 
which are not yet brought under cultivation*

18 Land records o f the village is  verified  in  loca l
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3*3

(an o ffice  which co llects  land revenue 
ps land records)*»eps

19* 48  ̂ acres -  31*62 acres 7*00 acres*
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She lands o f the yillage are not irzigated*
Tlllogers usaally depend on ra in fa ll for cultivation o f
crops. However rain fall In this v illage la  higher than

POthe national average* 2here la no shrtage o f water» 
particularly during nwnsoon  ̂ A canal passes throu^ the 
village vhich was recently re-excavated* It is  over two 
o iles  long and is  connected with the river Changerlchal*
With the re-esccavation o f the canal more land could be 
brought under iinlgation particularly during the dry 
season. It

Sb?anefer o f S itle

tmod in  the study village is  owned by individuals. 
Other forms o f land oimershlp such as corporate lineal* 
;)oint ownership I etc. are rare. However« homestead land, 
is  found to be jo in tly  owned by two or sore persons in 
9 percent o f the households o f the v illa ge . She eldest 
male meo^er or the patriach is  usually the owner o f the 
land with the exception o f those few cases, where the land 
is  independently owned by sons or ever married women.
Only in 5 houseboldsi a small quantity o f land is  d istri
buted among sons and brothers, representing 1.40 per cent 
o f a ll households. About 9 percent o f the ever married 
women own some homestead property, but {in  most o f these 
cases the amount o f land owned in very small.

20 She average rain fall in  Bangladesh was 86.29 "during 
the period 1972- 73* She corresponding figure for Sylhet

!•» locatedin  the d istrict o f S|7lhat.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



235

Sltle o f land is  not usuall7 tranaferpod to
chaildi^en during the l i f e  time of tbe patriarch* So
find oat tbe extent o f land transfer among the ohlXdran^

21 'a question was asked to the elderljr head o f the 
housoholds in  ^ e  v illage , "have you distributed your 
land among your children 7". Of the 77 cases, 2  ̂ have 
had no land to distribute* Out of the remaining 5  ̂
cases, only two head o f the households admitted to 
having distributed land amozig their children*

X«nd vas not distributed among the children because 
o f the fear on the part o f the patriarchs that once dis
tribution is  made, children would not spontaneously ooae 
forward to hel^ them when they grow old and become 
inaotive and also fe lt  thegr would not be respected and 

consulted in  family decision maldng by their children*

Srom the above findings i t  appears that patriarchs 
tiy  to hold on their rights over property as long as they 
can in  order to ensure their economic secuxily*

21 Sihose who are in  the age group 55 years and above.
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Sable ^*15 preeenta data on the diatrlbution o f 
total laod area o f the village lu  ownersbip status*

M lt. 5t1&
Idstribution o f housaholds by 
diffexrent land bolding categories*

5*8*^ Iftnd ownersbip

S'fiV o T —
holdings

TST
o f

Percent
of

Hwber
o f

Jb̂ ercent 
o f tota]

! ......1 landC^
■Percent 
o f total

2«tndless"1 9 4.20 26 1.92
I«ndloss-2 101 47.19 581 43.03 87.33 18.96

1̂0 18.69 236 17.48 36.00 7.81
1.00-2.50 36 16,82 245 18.14 79.55 17.27
2. 50- 5.00 20 9.54 160 11.85 95.00 20.63
5#00+ ' 8 5.73 102 7.55 162.50® 35.29
Sotal 214 99-97* 1350 99.97* 460.58 99.96*

*!&Dtal msQT not add to 100.00 due to rounding error*!
XaxidlesEH>i refers to those households« who olaim ownership 
o f no land| either homestead land or other land.
Landldes-2 refers to those households« who do not claim 
ownersldp o f any laM  other than homestead land.

* lt  includes seven acres o f land owned bsr three households 
o f more than 3*00 acres land holding group, which are 
located outside the v illage.

She table shows that o f the total 214 households 
in  the village I 9 or 4.20 percent o f the households belong 
to landless categox^-l, who calims ownership o f no Xandt 
either homestead land or other lA d . These people liv e  in
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small huts or rooos adjoining; to the houeea o f tbeir 
relatives* 3he group represents only 1*92 percent o f 
total population o f the village* Xandleas cateeox7 - 2, 
however, is  the largest group, representizig 43«03 
percent o f the total populationi who do not elain 
ownership o f any land other than homestead land* Thoy 
constitute 47*19 percent o f the total households, but 
own only 18*96 percent o f the total land (hooiestead land
only)* Sims, 51*39 percent o f total households and 44*93

22percent o f total popul^on o f the villagey own no arable 
land* She landless oategoxy-2 own altogether 87*33 eores 
o f homefltaad land with ^  average o f 0,86 acrea per 
houflahold. Other than landless group, the remaining 104 
households ovn 373*03 acres o f land with an average o f 
3*38 acres per household* However, considering only the 
land holding oategoxy o f sore than 3*00 acres, i t  is  
observed that only 8 (3*73^) households or 7*33 percent 
o f the tota l population ofthe village own 162*30 acres 
o f land with an average o f 20*31 acres per household or 
1*39 acres per person* !£his finding o f possessing more 
Iffiid by few big farm families is  also observed in  other 
studies* In village Chargopalpur o f l^ensingh d is tr ict, 
0aln(l978) found only 4 percent o f the households owned 
more than 12*3 acres o f land on an average* Similarly 
less than one per cent (0*80) o f the tota l households
^ % e  prc^rtion Of luidless observed in this village is little higher than that of the rural Bangladesh as a whole* According > to land Occi^ancy Survey of 1977fCcontd*;
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Of ru ra l Bangladesh rfprasentlng o n lj 1*66 poroaat of 

the su ral population hold Bora than 15*00 aoraa of laxidII

on an averaga (S tatiatioal ja a r book of fianglada0h,l979)» 

Sbue, from the abora tabla i t  appeara that tht axiatenoe 

of largo proportion of landlase houaaholda and tha ovnav- 

ahip of Bore land h j fair big farm fa n illa a  aark tha

apacial econoado featura of the T illa g e . Hoverert tha
ii

land ovnerahip pattern obaerved in  th is v illa g e  ia  not 

different froa the pattezn obaerred in  the reat of tha 

ooutttx7«

5*8^ A?agiientation of Holdings

land holding of an individual in  the v illa g e  is  

high2^ f̂ ntgBianted* fhe lo cal unit of laeaeareaant of land 

ia  the Plota are often one or leas and do

not ooualljr exoeed four Sata in  aiae* She aoat ooanon 

reason fo r fragaantation of land holding is  the lav of 

inharitanoe* Thider thia law, property ia  diatribated  

aaong the haire after tha death of a peraon« fhia is  a 

oontinnoos prooeas and generation after generation land 

is  divided and sub-divided asong the inoreaaing nuaiber of 

hairs doe to high rate of population groirth ariaing oat of

22 (Oontd«) landleaa oategoxlea 1 and 2 together aeoounted 
fo r 44 peroent of the houaeholds and 35 peroeat of tiie 
population in  ru ra l Bangladeah*

23 It  is  one*tenth of an acre (or equal to 10 deoisal)
24 9bis lav is  applioable in  eaae of so a lis faailiea* Zt 

lays dovn that vhan a person dies, his/her landed property 
is  divided aaong hia/her children and other relations^
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pr«VidLllng h i|^  f« r t iU ^  and low ■ortalil^'* Sh« second 

■Oft latportiat rouon i«  tbo fa llin g  purchaalae povor of 

tbo faroors orer the years dae to ria ln s Inflatio ii*  la  

a reso lt, fam ers are compelled to s e ll a portion of th e ir 

land erezy to adjust to risix is cost of liTlng* Shis 

also results ia  fragaeatation of land holdings*

fiistrih utlo n of Arable l«nds

As i t  can be seen fro* Sable 5*16 that only 7*69 

percent of a ll land owning households in  the T illa g e  who 

own Bore than 5*00 acres of arable land oontrol 41 pero«nt 

of the to tal arable land of the T illag ef^ whereas 75 

oent of the lend owning households who own le ss than 2*!30 

acres of land control only 51 percent of tha to tal arable 

land of the T illag e.

She pattern of distribution of the arable land 

closely cozareflponds to the pattern of distribution of 

total land i.e *  the ■ajoxity of the households are lancW 

3»ss and there is  concentration of Im d holding in  fewer 

hands* Ve hare seen e a rlie r that 51*59 percent of the 

T illag e households haTe had no arable land* She s ia lla r  

pattern of arable land sistrib u tio n  was obserred lay Cain 

(1973) in  T illag e Ohar̂ Gopalpur in  Itmensingh distriet«Xn  

the above T illag e 55 percent of the households hare had no 

arable land of th eir own*

25 According to the lend Occopancy Surriy of 1977| 7*59 
percent of the households who own w>re than acres 
of laad on an areraget control 42*96 percent of total 
land in  the ru ra l areas of Bangladesh*
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5*3«6 Qpermtlonal Boldines

Sable 5*17 ohoira th« dlstzlbatlon o t  houaabolds Ihqt 

operatiozisl bolding* G»p«]»tlon«l land bolding is  defined 

as arable Im d  oimed plus a ll land taken in  (including share 

cropped in ) minus a ll land given out (inclading land share 

cropped out)* Of the total land (72.33 acres) that baa been 

share cropped in , the landless categoiy-2 as a siac^e 

block obtained the aariaaM ttoont lAldti is  e^oal to 26*70 

acres* Bat the highest land holding group (i*e*« 5*00 acrM  

and above) share croppad oat the marlMtt» aiaoont of land, 

equal to acres or 75*?2 percent of the total land

sbare»<xropped oat*

It  is  also interesting to observe that 22 heiiseholda 
share cr«p in  land as against 17 hoaseholds who share crop 
out. Sxls discrepancQT in  the nusfber o f houMbolds Share 
cropping in  and out re flects  the fa ct t ^ t  an owner parcels 
out his land into shall pieces azid these pieces sre shared 
oat to nore than one tenats* Shis is  also one o f the v«ô s 
throng wbioJi the land owned strenthens his position in  the 
eooaanity asking people obligated to him*

A tota l o f 27 botts^ lds (299&) out o f 108 arable 
landf-owning h ou s^ ld s are found to have their land held 
in  laortgaged b j sone one else* A tota l o f 22*80 acres land 
are oor^aged oat witii an average o f 0*84 acres per household*
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Qa HbB other hand, only 8 or 7 *  ̂poro«at o f tho hoaaefaoXdB 
hsXd others land In norteagsd, !Ehe total amouht o f lazid 
ooxtgased in  is  22.S0 acres, with an arerage o f 2*8  ̂ acres 
per household* She discrepancy between the number o f persons 
reported to have land mortgaged in  and oat does not necessaxy 
Been that the Yillage as a vhole is  a net debtor, althou^ 
this is  probabljr the case. However, th is discr^anc^ is  
soatly due to the faot that people are w illing to admit 
their lond being Mortgaged out aore than thegr lu ld other's 
land in  mortgage. Xt could be further obserred from the 
table that the h ii^ s t  land holdizig group held the majci-wia 
amount o f the total land mortgaged in  by the -vUlagers,
followed by next highest laud owning group.

Sable shows a positive relationship betwe^ 
land owning status snd propensity to share crop in  or out 
with the one exception that none in  the fattiest led holding 
group share cn^s in  land* Howerer, 6? percent o f the 
ULgbest land bolding group shares crop out land. She decision 
on the part o f big land owners to share crop out m«y be 
detexnined by the following factors! Share is  a lim it o f the 
household labour force, tioreover, the greater the tota l 
area owned, the more dispersed the p lots and the greater 
Tsriation in  hight ai^ so il quality are like3y to be. Shis 
maices the task o f supervision and nanagemoat d ifficu lt*  llbder 
the ciroumstanees, i t  magr he profitable to share crop out
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nore land* Moreover, the big land owners iuqr find iznrest- 
nent in  other entexprlees more proritable than cultivating 
a ll land b-^ h ir«l labotxr*

Soall owiers have United eeonomie opportAinltiee*
Xheor live  on cultivating small amount of land that thior 
have aivl capital eonstrainsts prevent them from borrowing

I

land from others in large scale. SIhis may e:q>lain the findings 
o f lower proportion o f share crop in  and out aioong 'ttie 
small owners*

Slable 5*19 presents the cross way distribtttion of 
households bgr share cropping and aortgaging status*

Cross wajr presentation o f households by 
share-cropping and mortgaging status.

Share cropping liortgaglng Status
8 wftwUB Hortgagod

out
flortgagad nortgaged

sero_ _ Sotal

Share-cropped out 2 14 17
Share crop ]^  in 5 1 18 22
Share cropped eero 22 6 147 175

9btal 27 8 179 214
- _

iterssula used fo r  calculation o f expected fi»04iQ.QQ/Qgr 
in  each ceU  is  â  ̂ •
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Sti9 tabl« shovs tbat tliA boosdholds y/bo share crop 

land In  azid oat ar« 1«0S lllcely to mortgage land in  uad 

oat* XdJtwise, tboso irtio Mortgage land in  and oat aM less 

lik e ly  to ahaxe-crop land in  and out*

Also, share-oxo^ers out are «ore likelj^ to be 
TBortgageea, and share-oroppers to be oortgageors.

^•6»7 of Senanegr

Sable ^*20 sbovs the distribation of hooseholds aiod 

arable land area of the v illa g e  ^rpo of tenency.

Distribation o f households and arable land 
area o f the Tillage b j Igrpe o f tenaxuiy

5tp®w anc^
Humber*̂  
o f house
holds

% of 
totalII

An^le^ 
land(in 
aores

% o f 
tota l

Arable^
landCin
acres

% o f 
total

(Xme2>-
ooltivator 68 62.69 112.85 57*11 » -

Umeav
Hanager 17 15.74 59.25 19.48 - -
Onnar~cafi»“
feaant 16 14.81 36.60 12.03 68.55 2£,47
Xonfmt 7 6.48 - - 27.00 a«38
Sotal 108 99.99 ^50i.05

(208.70**̂
-...aSfS??

66.62 95.35 31.35

i  It essludes those hoasebolds who do not olela  ownership 
o f land either homestead laad or other land and nlso 
do not talce any land in  fron others.

2. 0Kner arable land exolading homestead land.
5 Arable land not owned, bat talc:«i in  for ealtiration 

froB otiiers.
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Cut o t 108 faouMholds, i(bo have had sacie arabXa 
land «ith «r owtMd or taken in from otbers« 68 (62*96^) 
ara ovner eultlTators, 17 are oima3>«aiia8ers (15«7^ )«
16 are ouzier-^as-taiiaxita (14*8191̂ ) and onSy 7 (6*4^ ) are 
pure tenants* Oimer oultlTators cultlTate 112.85 acr^a 
or 37*2aŜ o£ owned arable land, vlth  an areraee oX 1«6  ̂
acree o f land per hoasehold. Sbe ovner oaltLvators work 
on land either directly or indireetl^r* Êhogr eultlvate 
their own l«ad with fanily labour either by directljr 
participating in  i t  or throogh eaperrision. Shey also 
inrest in  the prodootlTe prooess.

Site non-'Col'^Tating owners o f land are the owner- 
aanaeers. Siagr are altemativeSj' called rentiers* because 
th«cr liv e  on rents withont contxibutine any labour to the 
production process* Shay only lease their land to the 
tenants and recelTe half o f the orop prodaced. She rentiers 
do not invest any capital for production* lbs capital is  
invested by the tensnts to whoa thiy lease their land* SIhey 
only pay land revenue to the eovemnent* Shis group owns

iB»3res (l9*48^) o f arable land o f the v illage with an 
average o f 3*48 acres o f lad per household* She arable 
land holding per household Is h i ^ s t  for the owner*nanagers 
in coipparison with other tenant gr^ipe*
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Baa third group oX land ovnars «re ownep-cuiit-tenants* 
fh«7 not only e u l t l T a t «  tbair own land, bat a l s o  eoltiyate 
thft land of others that thoor t a k a  on l a a a a . Shay o s o a l l y  

glTe halX of th o  crop of t h a  Xaaaed la n d  aa rant to thd 
land OM&ar* SEStie o«nar>ou»-tananta ooltlTata 36*^ acres or 
12*03^ of tha total ounad a x a b la  land of tha T i l l a g e  with an 
srerage of 2.28 acres par family* Altogether (Inoliiding 
leased land), they ooltivatlon 105 a e r e a  of l « i d  w it h  a n  

average of 6*^ aerea per hoaaehold*
She fosrth group do not have any land of thair own, 

bat they cultiTate land obtained fro« other hoooeholds on 
lease* A tenant invests in tiie land he takes on lease* 
has to supply evexyl^ng necessary for production* file only
7 tenants c u l t i T a t e  27*00 a c r e s  o r  8 * 8 8  p e r c e n t  o f  le a s e d

iioat land with an average of 3*83 acres per household*

5*8*8 Zems and Conditions of Share Cropping and Characteriatios of Share Croppers*
It is observed that «ost of the hoosaholds that 

share cropped land in do so froa Biore than one owner* 
Generally, land is share cropped out among the poor rela
tions for one year on ti&e basis of Terbal agx*ee»ents* In 
som e e a s e s , however, the land owners extend the period of 
lease* Uany land owners change their tenants every year, 
bat there are soae tenant faailies who continue to get lease 
for years together frcm the saae land owning f«KLUes*
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Share cropped land are usoall^ talcan directly frosi 
the land otmers* She ^atea o f sab-letting Is  absent in 
the Tillage* £tost o f the '̂ hare croppers woric in the fie ld .
ISany of them have their bullocks and plough* Some o f them 
hire labour at the time o f sowing and harvesting. Shose 
vho do not have plough and bulloclcs* hire them on daily 
basis to prepare the land for sowing. Ibe usual tenas o f 
share cropping contact are that the share croppers give 
half o f the crop o f share cropped land as rent to the 
owner and tiie owner o f the share cropped land usually 
bears no cost o f production. Shere are few instances 
where the owners o f the load bear the cost o f se«ds and 
fe r tiliz e r . 2h this situation, the land lord demands 3/3 
o f the gross produce* Share-cropping is  the principal mode 
o f tenancy in  the village* In few cases, land is  rented 
out at fixed rate* !Ehe yearly rent o f one bigha (*53 
decimal ) o f medium quality land varies between Zaka 300 to 
a t o  550*

Idke i^iare <»?opping transactions, a ll transactions o f 
land relating to mortgage in  and out actually take place 
anK>ng the villagers* Shere is  no financial institution  in 
the village nor a^7 professional money lender is  found 
among the villagers* She v illa ^ r s  usually take big loans 
by aortgagii^ their lands as security* Such big loans are 
generally incurarad to repay the old debts, or fo r  constroction
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azid/or repair o f housest or in  certain cases to finance 
tlw ;Joum6Ĉ r o f a relation who intends to go abroad in 
search o f ;}ob« Prlends and relations o f the needy farmers 
grain narehants o f the Tillage and particularly the big 
land owning housobolds usually provide such loans by 
talcing the lands in mortgage as security. loan money 
received by mortgaging out land is  usually less than 
half o f the market price o f the mortgaged out land.

A person who mortgages out his land usually losses 
the r i^ t  o f cultivation on that land until the principal 
is  paid, SIhas, the rights of cultivation o f the mortgaged 
lanxl is  usual^ t r ^ fe r r e d  to the crediter, w it^ut the 
transfer o f the l i t t le  and the creditor uses the land as 
his own, tm til the principal is  repaid* J96 plece-meal 
contract o f mortgaged land is  found In the v illa ge .
Usually, interest is  not charged alozig with the principal 
aioount. Sie farmer who mortgaged out his land 1 a  not 
permitted to cultivate the land even after the part payment 
is  made* Bs osy, hoi^rvery share crops the land in  under 
the usual terms said conditions o f share cropping prevai
ling in the village* Land is  also mortgaged out fo r  a 
fixed period against some ^an« In this system, lazid is  
released after the explxy o f stipulated period o f mortgage 
without requiring the borrower to r^ ay the principal. But 
the incidence o f this kind o f mortgage is  rare*
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land is  asuall^ mortgaged out ft>r a pariod o f one year^ 
and a typical trattsactlon is  one In which a pai«on secures 
a loan o f Soka 300 with one biicba (»35 decimal) o f land* 
Ihis is  a veiy profitable deal on the part o f the cre
d itor. She a\rers^ yield  per bigha is  estimated to be 

Maunds o f Imsked rice  and the oarlcet yalae o f this 
Quantitgr o f rice  was Saka 1414> in  Joly 1979«

5«8*9 Zond Qlstribtttion^ Hoosehold Size and 
Bdtritional needs.

Ve ha\ro calculated per acre production o f loca l veriety 
o f Aug. Boro crops in  the study village on the
basis o f data collected during the base line survey o f the 
village and during the course o f our stay in  the village 
for fu ll one year period (.̂ agust 79 -  July 1980). ®h«g 
average yields o f luisked rice  is  estimated at 16*5^ maunds 
or 215*32 lbs per acre in  the study v illage . AsBuning that 
an average person needs 16.0 ounces o f rice  per day to meet 
the mini mum calorie requirements, a household in  the village 
consisting o f six  persons on an average needs 2160 pounds 
or 26.24> oaunda of rice  per year. Given the assumptions 
o f minlEaim caXorlo intaJce requirements,calorie content o f

26 She price o f medium quality rice  in the village vas 
Saka 260 per maund in  July 1979*
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o f rice axid actual rice  T lelds, we find that the Tield 
from approxicuitelsr 1*60 acres o f land was tbs miniiaan 
neoessaxy to supply a favLly o t s ix  with basic nutritional 
requirontezLtB* SMst howervery provides onl^ a crude idea 
o f subsistence needs with re fle ct to land*

Sable 5*21 presents a range o f estitaated nrinigum 
acreages necessarj to provide hoasebolds o f different 
slses with basic xmtritional needs*

.  -

Irea o f operatid arable laxid necessaiy to support 
the m txitiQoal needs of different households*

4 - 1.07
5 1.33 :
6 1*60
7 1.87
8 2.13
9 2.40

She average fanily sise in our study v illage was six* 
But the sise o f esraible land per households was only 1.42 
acres. I t  in^Ues that availability o f arable land per 
households is  not su fficient to Keet the nutritional re- 
guireflients o f avei^ge ftmily in our study v illa ge .
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5«8»iO XondlMS Bbuaeholds

LwidleaffEL60B is  b«eoBiiiig <1ji «eat« pTObXw in  th is 

eountxar* Vd bave seen e a rlie r that 51 percent of the house

holds in  our stad^ v illa g e  are landless* Ih is  is* no 

doubt an alazning sl^ a tio n t partioiU.arl7 wh«ai alternative 

job opxwrtonitles fo r these landless peasants are not ade

quately' available* 2a t liis  stodJt ve have tried  to under

stand the process of landlessness in  a vexgr livLted vagr*

5*8*10.1 Period of landlessness

landlesanMMi is  not a problem of vezarieoent origin^ 

at le a ^  in  v illa g e  jg|j2aC&kUb* ^ b le  5*22 traces the 
gentalog7 of the land^ss households* It  shows that the 

absolute o ajo ril^  (83G() of l«uU ess in  ^  study 

villa g e  v«?e in  lan d le^ households* Yor exa^ple» 25 

percent ware bO(Z!n landless for two generations» 58 percent 

bectfM landless during the lif e  of th eir father and only

i7  percent became landless during th eir own lif e  tine* Ve« 

therefore, find that landlessness is  a matter of fa it  

accoflqpli, fo r many*

253
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G«ie«lojB7 of landless housebolds

25^

fims S6«of HH %

Durine Oirand fatbar 27 24.54
]>uxiDg Jtathar 64 58*18

Oaring rsflpoxiddixt*8 I l fs 19 17.27

Sotal 110 99.99

^•8«10»2 Beasons for Isuadlesansss^
 ̂ -

Several i^easons ars addaoed, to explain tlie earrent
sitaation o f the landless boaseholds. Shese are as follows

Sistrlbatlon o f the respoxwes to the question^ 
"wtoa di> you blciM fo r  jour oarr«at sxtuation 7"

Iteoi fio.of HH %

Ikther 62. 58.49
Gnuod fatbffi: 26 24.52

JUle o f  prĉ E>«Fl7  to rep«7 debt 4 3.77
ttaintejunoe o f faadly expendltore 3 2.83

Sending o f relatives abroad 5 2.85

Aeqaisition o f property %cr relatlTes 2 1*88

Oonstrootion & reo<Murtraotion o f bouses 2 1*88

Aeqttisition o f land by the gorersBent 2 1.88

leM of inheritanoe 1 0*94

HiaselX (idleness) 1 0.94
Sotsl 106 99.96
*Sot«l8 m aj not add to 100*00 das to roundlne sxror*
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iboot 59 percent ot the laadless h oos^ ld a  bleae 
their r«thea*8 end 25 percent blene their grend fathers 
for their present poor econoeio conditions* Vhile fresLng 
specific chargos against ti&eir previous generation, soae 
o f the landless respondents mentioned that their grand 
fathers had taaziy vlTes and spent mon&j larish lj' vlthout 
ttiiaklne about the future. Som aentioned that their 
px'edecessors vere id le  and passed their time garroulousl7 ; 
and the7  <umm1 to ■aintain theaselres sellin g ttielr
Isnd. Sowever, 3*77 percent o f jthe landless households' J -
motioned that thegr had to s e ll their arable land to 
repiOr their oim and ancestral debt, as agslnst 2.83 per
cent o f landless households, who aentloned that thcgr 
vere to s e ll their l« id  under eoonoelc duress arising 
■alnly (mt o f galloping rate o f in flation . About 3 percent 
o f the ree^pondents sold their entire land in  order to send 
SOM o f thslr relatives to foreign countries* SWo responr- 
dents nentloned that theor vere al:a<>r vhen they lo s t their 
father and their relatives look advantage o f this and 
denied them their share o f land*

Xh one case, the reepondent could not inherit his 
father's properly in  vlev o f the fact that his father died 
before grand father* According to lalaaic love o f inherit 
tance i f  fatfa^ dies before grand father, the grand-son

5*S*10«3 o f landlassndss

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



256

oan*t in  taaclt property* Siir head oX tb l« houB«boId« 
b lu »0 the soeietsr for tbla pr«s«nt poor condltioiu

Thd partition o f 1947 and alaoUtion o f tho Zaadndari^ 
in  1930 led to tSid djocsgr o f oaagr old Xazid-oMning cla«s o f 
the ▼ illice* Jhtring 1950» aanor boae^ioXda of the T illage 
•old their lend and mierated to other parts o f the countigr* 
Xn oar case, the relations o f two land oiming hooaeholds 
are found landless doe to ^ e  e ffe ct o f aoqaisition o f 
land hj tlie g07»maeait in  19^* Vho reeq^ndents reported 
to hare sold for c<»istraetion and repair o f tlw lr hoasM* 
Cbe h*ad o f the hoosehold held h i«se lf responsible for

Us present condition. r
( - ii

Xhas« in  onr inreetigation, i t  has been observed that
the process o f beeosing landless usaally takes two gener-

it ^

ations. filther grand-father or father took the lean or 
leased out the land« or father died keeping his only 
minor ehildren slving aflple soope to th is relatiTes to 
fo r fe it  his i&ole properl^^* or the son had to s e ll the 
land to repfl^ the loan taken b j his fa'Uier, or to arrange

j
aoney to semd some relatives abroad« or for constraetlon 
or n p a ir o f hoases or for oonsiuQ>tion poxposes only*

2? Qae lived on rent in  cash received fros land 
through sab-infeodatory rights*

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



257

5*8«10*4 ZlTelibood of tbe landlMie

Tbe landlees laboourors ar« eiq^lojed and paid on « 
dally baola* 90m nortsal rata o f dalUj’ w i^  la  batwean

10.00 azid Saka 12.00, iflth a «ld-da7 M ai. Sba waga 
rata is  h i^  daring tha harraatdlng aaaaon» aapeoially at 
tha time o f Ana hanrastiiig. Sia dally wago o f a labourer 
durizig tha pea^ season rariaa fro» Salca 15*00 to Saka 20.00 

vith or witiiout vtd-d^r aaal. i^orwanta are osually oa^e in  
oaab, but occasionally In tama o f ooaaodltlaa (paddy or 
r lca ).

Shd landless laboarars« who work on dally basis do 
not Invest aiiythlng In tiie land on lAlch thaj woric. Shay 
hare thalr own InvestMnt.

5. 8.11 She OlaffiB-straeture and statoa

H\e class strueture and status o f people In the study 
Tillage can be explained In texas o f ownership, control and 
use oX property. Icod is  one o f the fundamental oases o f 
social cleaTESgas in  n«̂  viv*.haT»̂  S3ie7afore« on the basis o f 
the ounership and control o f land, the population o f the 
Tillage may ^  classified  under throe aain groups« such 

i )  the land owners;
11) the share~erQppars (borgadar) .  and 

i l l )  the landless labourers (gomla nr» badla)

28 in  agrlooltniral l^plenent for harrestlng* alternatively 
called raJce.
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Igaiiiy tdSfO high «nd low stataa o f population in  the 
TlUag* o « i be explKtned br copparlog ‘ gh-nri.n p.T^h.T..'^ 
with tbDsa o l fllThaat. P»rH>«ra^ and 
3!he ghftndnn ftolbarfl en^oy high stataB» wbtreas the 
Gtrhiiati* PflirtbaM enJOQT low statos and 
enj(^ the lowest atatua in  the r illa g e . Both the 
and Glphaatafl ase again divided hierarohlcalljr into a 
noaber o f Infbntal endogaaous groups* Xhe status o f

is  nttdn3;jr based on the traditional ownership 
and control o f land, eduoation axid on differences in  
l i f e  stgrle. She laztdless labourers and other occupational 
groups lilce caiponters« snson, driTer, barbar and fisheiv 
san belong to the low status ■uslis categoi^, 9Qie class 
o f share-croppers stand in  the vLddle o f the class hier~ 
arcfaQT* ShcQT roughly correspond to low status girhastas 
categoiy o f OBislims* Shsgr enjogr the least p o litica l power 
and influenoe*

She source o f power in the 'village are two folds -  
internal and external* She internal sources are land 
ownership, ohainoanship and wnbership o f union parishad, 
individual*s Intellectual capacities, tact, use o f force etc,

29 Piandan Paxibars are high status w islis fa ld lies
30 Girhasta PiardLbars are low status auslia fa a ilies
31 XaBla Paxibars are landless faiailies*
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e x t e r n a l  s o o r c e s  t o  c o n t r o l  T i l l a g e  p o l i t i e s  en d  

p o w er a r e  t b e  B a id > er8 liip  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  c o n t a c t  

w it h  t h e  l o c a l  (tteBO>er o f  p a r l i a M n t ) ,  h ig h  o f f i c i a l s

an d  p o l i c e ,  a M U t g r  t o  s e c u r e  r e l i e f  M a t e r i a ls  f o r  th e  

T i l l i e « » v  V ho e r e r  c a n  g a in  c o n t r o l  o r e r  s e n  an d  

o t h e r  M a t e r ia l  r e s o u r c e s  c a n  g a in  p o w e r i n  v i l l a g e .

& e  t i ir e e  a g r i r i a n  c l a s s e s ,  s u c h  a s  ( i )  la n d  o im e r s , 

( i i )  t e n a n t s  o r  s h a r e  o r t ^ p e r s , an d  ( i i i )  la n d l e s s  la b o u r 

e r s  fo x B  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  I b i l^ a r c h a r , H o s t  o f  t h e  

b i g  la n d  o w n e rs  o f  t h e  T i l l a g e  a r e  a l s o  b i g  b u s in e s s m e n . 

Shoogh b u s in e s s  i s  th e  p r ia a x ^  o c c u p a t io n  o f  saxor la n d  

o w n in g  h o u s e h o ld s , y e t  la n d  I s  fo u n d  a s  a  s a ;) o r  s o u r c e  o f  

t h e i r  l i T o l i b o o d *  B o s t  o f  t h e  b u s in e s s m e n  l e a s e  o u t  t h e i r  

la n d  a n d  som e o f  thsas g e t  t i i ^ r  la n d  c u l t i v a t e d  laor h ir«K i 

la b o u r e r s *

U s u a lla r , la n d  i s  s h a r e -c r t ^ p e d  o u t  w o n g  t h e  k i n  

g r o u p s  o f  t h e  la n d  o w n e r s . Q e n e r a ll7 ,  i t  i s  e x p e c te d  t h a t  

t h e  b r o t i ie r  o f  a  la n d  ow n er i s  a  la n d  ow n er a n d  a  r e l a 

t i v e  o f  a  la n d le s s  la b o u r e r s  i s  a  l a n d l e s s  la b o u r e r  and  

th e  k i t h  a n d  I d n  o f  a  t e n a n t  a r e  t e n a n t s #  B u t t h i s  i s  n o t  

fo u n d  i n  a l l  c a s e s *  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  aangr e x c e p t io n s  o f  i t *  

S h a r e  a r e  tu s n r e r a l i n s t a n c e s  w h ic h  show  t h a t  t h e  a e s b e r s  

o f  t h e  s a n e  f a n i l y  o r  t h e  s a a e  k i n  g ro u p  b e lo n g  t o  

d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s .
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For eacaiqple, four l^rotbers wltb thalr faaiXies 
in  th« four diXfereut households, but baloiig to d lff«r«n t 
oxsasosf Of tlie four bxothsrst ^mfor Ilia oims ths 
anount o f arsbXe land o f tho vilXae*, whioh is  sqoal to 
24-.00 acres* He is  also ths owa«r o f a rich  allX ta the 
Tillage and etneaged faiMself in diversified business. He 
is  also an ii^pinrtdr and usuually i^>orts bet el-nuts, be ta l 
lea ff and Tarletles o f fru its from India «xd other parts 
o f the couztiixgr at different times. Be cultlTates dO per
cent o f bis lend b;r ^ red  labour and the remainins 20 
percent is  share cropped out« spending most o f his time 
in  business« Swae tinw his own brother Hais KLa« ^ o  does 
not own afî  arable land works as labourer on his land 
on dail7  wage basis* Inother brother Shansul Huq who owns 
only 0*85 acres o f arable land. Be cultivates his land 
with bis own p lou ^  and bullock. His another brother 
Shirajuddla ilsaed owns ^.00 acres o f arable land, but 
he cultivates 3̂ *90 acres o f  land taking a lease o f 0.90 

acres ( or 5 bighas) from his bmther Zafur Uia. Shiraj- 
uddin ihaed has also got his own plough and bullocks and 
his main incooe cones from agricultural land. Sok, we 
find that among the four brothers, three are landowners 
(one is  owoar cultivator, one is  partially  owner cu lti
vator ax  ̂ partiall;ir owner manager, one is  owner^ouQh>tenant) 
and the other one is  a landless labourer.
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H«i37 sach easM «r« foiind In tfa* Tillae** Sansld A ll, 
•noth»r Mg bualn^ssnian o f thft vilXago owns 11*00 aor«B o f 
agricultural laod« So ahara croppad out a ll tala land 
aaong his relations* borttaar Xhurabld A ll Is a Bason, 
who owns ozily 0*10 aoras o f arabla land, but ha cultivates 
0*85 acres o f land, takliig a lease o f 0*75 acres fros his 
l»»ther* Aoothwc brother Sonawar A ll Is  a teacher o f loca l 
Prlaaxgr School* He owns 2*00 acres o f arable land and 
cultlyates the sane with his own plou^^ and bullocks*
Shus, here three brothers w ill fa ll  under three land 
tenancy groups* She fir s t  one Is  the owner Manager, the 
semnd one is  the owner tenant and the last one is  the 
owner eultlTator*

Shus, jUmul owning class earns ■axi.mta Inconte, and 
irrespective o f education, ths7 atand at the top o f class 
taierarchar in  j^siZlfiScblC* ^  share croppers stand in  the 
■Iddle o f ttie cimis hierarchy and landless labourers vho 
llTe at subsist«ice le re l are at the bottoa o f class 
hierarchy*

5*9 f t ™  9L A ^ n n iv
5«9*1 £qplasnnent Psttem

As part o f the household census, each of the res|xmdent 
Ci*e* head o f  the hhusehold) was asked to mention hia/her 
prioaiy and secondax7  occupations* Sable 5*24> presents the 
distribution o f households laj f ir s t  and second sost isport~ 
ant occupations*
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J)ista*lbatlon or b»«d o f the boas«lu>lds by 
fir s t  and aaoond iKwt important oooapations

O&oupatioai
Mjutxsr

ir
Soe(mdax7

V

1* Qua Qxap production 
2* Agrieultural vage labour 
5. Animal Oare

68
23

R
4.
5.

7.
8. 
9*
10.
11.
12.
13*

1S
16*
17.
18.

ygjftg
fiuffl&esa ^
Kaaoti 31

Daor laZ)oar(xioi^agrlcultur*l) 11 
Houaabold ifoxica 8
Handlorafts 5
Oazpentaz? 3
Govwnjaant aervaat 4
Private eoploymoat 3
Beggar 3
2>riTer/3ikBlunr pullar 1
Contractor 1
^Lr/Barbesh 1
Doctor/Hakim
Seacber 1
atudant 1

31.77
10,74

23.36
14.48
5.14
3.73
2.33
1.40 
1.86
1.40
1.40 
0.46 
0.46 
0.46

0.46
0.46

43
32
14

34
16
18
34
20

1
2

20.09
14.95
6*54

15.88
7.47
8*41s

15.88
9.34

0.46
0.93

S om 214 99.91 214 99.95*

* Sotal B8Qr not add to 100.0 due to rounding error.
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A ericulturol Vorks

It  BsQT b« (A)»exv«d from  th9  abor« t«bl« that own 

exop pxoduetioii Is  the singla moat laportant oooupation 

In  tiM TiHaga* Xt is  the pxineipal ocouq^ation for 

fttleaat 52 pere«£t o f the households* In  the oategozgr 

of crop pxoduotioa insludes those who eoItlTate th eir 

oun land and/or rented in  land as share croppers. Ja  

addition to crop psodncersy there are others who are 

engaged in  sg ricu ltaral worics. fhese Inelade wage labour 

and a n iu l care* Coaiblnizig crop production, agrieoltoral 

wage labour and ania»l care, we find that 'a g ricu ltu ra l 

work* is  the prinaqr occupation fo r 43 percent of a ll  

households and fo r additional 42  percent of the house

holds i t  is  the second nost lioportant source of occupa

tion. ]bi otibborwoxksy 8;̂  percent of the households depend 

on agricultural works as the p rim a ry  o r secondaiqr source 

of evploQTBsnt.

She donrinsnt crop din the Tillage is  paddy. Aus and 
l«an pad^ account fo r aost of tlie pad^ produced in the 
▼illage. Veigr little  Boro is grown. Of the total cultlTated

Boro accounted fo r 36.?^, 53^ and 1.6^ 

re ^ e ctiv e ly . Jute is  also grown in  the riU sg e . But, i t  

occupies onljr 0»62^ of the total cultiTated land. Boro 

seeds are usually sown in  the sonth of Kartik and Agr»»hâ an 

(SDTenber) as soon as the rainy season is  orer and the crop
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ia  barr«tst«d in  t!ie aontli o f Bui«hakh (JnpT ±l ami Hagr)̂
Che avaraee y ie ld  of Boro la  2^ uaaxuim per aeve* I t  is  

higher than the snrerage T ield  of A sia end Ajyg. She 

higher y ie ld  of lo ro , howerer, depends on a v a ila b ility  

of fe rt illa e r axul other in  tiae*

Ana in  growi on the elevated land during the so iM r. 

It  Is  ojsaaUy sotei or tjranaplented in  the aontha of galgun 

(Vebraaxy- Îlaroh) and C h*ity (H a re b -^ ril) and harvested 

In  (Jone-July)* la  transplanted in  the aonths

of Srabon (J'uly-^Augaat) and Riadro C^igust-Septeaber) and 

harvested In  the o^nth of AgrahaTan (BorcHaiber-3)eeeî er)«

It  la  also called Aggmhavaa crop, as i t  is  harvested 

in  the Bengail aontb of iCTahayan« UsoaUjrt 12 aaunda of 

ĵ jyi and Biatmds of ax*e produeed per acre of la M  

In  the stoid  ̂ village* Th» seeds are lo ca lly  purchased and 

the rich  cultivators use th eir own seeds* F e rtilis e r is  

not used Iqt the v illa g e rs due to IgQorsnee  ̂ hlg^ p rlo ei 

and non-av&Uahllltgr. Gbaly twelve percent of the land

owning households of the villa g e  are found suing chemical 

fe rt ilis e rs  in  saall qfoantlty.

5«9«1«2 Agricultttral Wage labour

leokine at the terss of contract^ one nay c la s s ic  

the a g rlca lta rsl wage labour in  the v illa g e  broadly Into 

two categories -  (1) perBanent and (11) d aily.
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Shft pexoanezxt aala labourttrs «r« usually e^plo7 ed 
iDfjr the rich faxtaars in th© vlXXag* for a pvriod o t ozw 
year or more, laboorera ara provided fw>d and
aceomodatioii, th«ar receire Monthly saXaxy in  retuxn o f 
thair works t vhieh inolade Tarioas tasks relatad to 
eoltivatlon smd in  seas oases superTislon o f day labourers 
and preparation o f MaX* She Monthly salaxy o f a pemanent 
labourer raries age. It ranges froa faka 1 0̂-200 for  
an adult nale to Saka 50- 1CX) per bc^s aged 10- i 2 years*
In this viXXage only 8 percent o f the b ig ^  Xand owning 
households atnplc^ed one or aore permanent labourers.

S3ie demand for d«y labour is  higUy seasonaX* Zt 
floictoates positively nitti the teiqxo o f agricuXturaX acti
v ities  in  the village* One peak periods o f demand are 
sowing/transplanting and harvesting period o f and 
During these peak periods, the day Xabourers in  the viX l- 
age are fully' eapXoyed and thiy can bargain fo r  better 
wage* Vage rate daring these peak periods aay fluctuate 
froB day to day depending on whether and bow fast the 
water lenreX is  rising or fa llin g  and on the necessity o f 
getting a cr<^ in  or an operation completed iSBediately. 
However, on an average the daily wage rate rises to 
taka 12 plus two meals a day during Asan harvesting and

32 Shose owning land 5 acres and above.
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Alia tsanspXcmtlJQs* Vor Aaa haxrefttiiig sad Aaan tirwui- 

plantlngy tli« n te  is  tcka 10 pltui 2 M als. fhus • I«b o tu > *  

«r Mxn 3&c»20 (coat par m«1 is  ▼sltied a t  Xlc.4) a t  

the Bost per dâ  duzins ths psak agrleoltursl sssson*

Homver, this traditional pattern of eHpl07«eiit is 
veakend Isqt ffiitxy of aigraiit laboorers fr<Mi ths neî tfc- 
boarlsg districts into thm looal starket in receat years* 
She ei^lo^er prefers alsrazits to Xoeal ▼iUagers as daj 
labourers in view of the foUoifings < (i) the aigrant 
labourers usuall7 live away froa their fasil7 and stay 
in their house. As a result, they can pay
undiTided attention to their assignaents over an extended 
period of tiiae* While a loeal day l^ourer works for loss 
hours usually froa 3 A«H. to 2-5 P.M., sinee he has to 
attend his oun wnicsy (ii) the aigrant laibourers are also 
willing to accept ;}obs at a wage lower than the prevailing 
aaxket rate* Aa a result, the local labourers find it 
extreaely con^etitiTe to get a (job even during the peak 
agricultural season*

iDuriag the lean agricultural season, work is diffi
cult to find and wage rates are lower* Weeding provides 
eqployaent to soae aen in the early spring and fall*
Wages paid for weeding are usually less than half of 
that paid for pm&dsr tranqE>lanting and harvesting, fiurlitg
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thi« lean period, altaxzMtiye sources of incoae «r« 
explored* lOr exsoplet soae mma are engaged in riee 
trading, klteh«n gardening, taking oare of ani«als, etc. 
Bbverer, the income txom these altexnatiYe sources are 
not Tex7 adequate* She agricultural dcqr labourers nostljr 
reaiaiii une^plc^ed and Uto belov subsistence lerel during 
the lean period*

Aaong the i«pri.cultural wage labourers, there was not 
a single wcMon working in the field* Soverer, sooe wosen 
are engaged in processing rice, partioularljr husking for 
wi^e* Yor this task, vomen are provided seals plus a half 
seer ( a bi:t sore than a pound) per maund (about 80 pounds) 
of rice hufliced* In one daor* a wosan can busk between oueI '
half and three quarters of a maund of rice. She woiaen 
who are engaged in these activities are aostly the 
wives of landPLess peasants •

5*9.1 *3 ixdnal l^bandry

Hot a single head of the household in the village 
has adopted aniaal husbandry as the principal occupation. 
However, it is tha auppleiaentarsr source of inoone for 
6. ^  percent households of the village* She village is 
rich in ternis of cattle and paaltx7 heads*
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2fo]>*i{Erloalttir«l Voxka

Sonf-agricultural wag« laboor is  the priaazgr oocup*> 
tlon fo r ^  peroent oX all households azid is  « seoondazy 
ocoopatiozi for an additional 52 pexeant* Sfais is  a slxsd 
oatsgozgr which inoludss wall paying Jobs such as aasonazj, 

services in  the govemaent end prirate far* at one extrese, 
and oneertaln pooir paying Jobs, such as unsldlled day 
labour, begging etc« on the other. In  the category of 

'nozwagricultoral wage labour*, autsons are the dominant 
group, followed by day labourers. Hasonary is  the prinr- 
oipal occupation for 13 percent of a ll houstiiolds. lo r  

an additional 8 percent, aasonary is  the s^ondazy 

occupatiozu Shis is  a well paid Job. ▲ aason on an 
afverage earns Saica 20 to Xaka 25 per day. She reason 
for finding a good noiA>er sf aasons in the Tillage is  
possibly due to its  close proxiaily to fî rlhet town«

flbn-agzleultural day labour is  p rin cip al occu- 

patien of 5 percent of a ll households and is  a secondazy 

occupation fo r m  additional nine percent. She a ctlT ltle s  

of these day laboorers Include earth excaration, road 

construction, canal digging, firewood collection, cutting 

of trees and hat repairing, etc. Ih^jr g «ierally  work 

froa 10 X JU  to 5 and get a dally wage of Zaka 15*00 

with a add diy weal. She other laiportant occupations in
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th»  oategoiy of ’ n o n - a g r l o o l t o r a l  voices* «r» ( l )  houMK 

h o l d  woxkst ( i i )  Jobs in  g o v e n iB G n t  and p r i v a t e  faxM ;

( i i i )  caxpentaz^} (!▼ ) beggixig, etc* i l l  tha begs«^ in  

the villa g e  are destitute wo«en.

Busineas is  an ii^ rt a n t  souroe o f incose Tor aaiij 

in  the village* It  is  the pxisaxgr occupation fo r 24> 

percent of a ll hcwweholda and aecondazy oeoupation fo r 

an additional 16 percent* Host of then are engaged in  

paddy and ric e  trading* Sose of then are also engaged 

in  betel le a f and betel nut business. 2h addition to 

these comaoditiest tejpata (a Idnd of le a f), fru its , o il,  

e ^ , Hillc and vegetables are also traded the villagers*  

^ s t  bufiinesdi]^ operate idth Meagre anount of capital 

with great risk* Shere is  no pem nent plaoe of business 

fo r the aajoxit^ of the traders* Padt  ̂ traders in  the 

villa g e  usually purchase paddy fro s gnkerbaaar. a v illa g e  

oarket, ooivarativelar at a lov price vhich they then 

thresh and hask, and re > se ll i t  in  the big aarket, pre* 

ferably at iaA>erkhana basar of G^lhet tonn. Shis gives 

then a nargin of p ro fit fic.iO to 9k*13 P«r iiaund of rice*

In  additional to these petty traders, there are also few 

big landowners in  tbe villa g e  who are also involved in  

trading o il,  te;}pata, froitS t betel nuts and b etel-leaf 

business* Host of these businessess are seasonal in  nature*
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Shqgiiihm Craĵ e-seed), te.1i»ta, fro lts  (oranso, s«tlc«ra)» 

betel-im ts aod beteX-lMLfs az« osiiall^ poxehwiad trom  

thB 1)oarder sseas of Bwogladosh and India^^ at a eheap«r 

priea and as*e sold in  % lhet Mxfcat with considerable 

ttargin of profit* Host of these basinessKen trade without 

a&QT attthoslfied import and eocport licences* She authorised 

dealers ics>ort; pineapple^ sango, lit c h i, dates and 

prooerieSf lik e  vexnaohilliy MoIasses, c h illi,  etc* She 

arerage p ro fit mazgin in  these trades Taries fron faka 

2,000.00 to Saka 5f000*00 per Month*

Ho professional o ilk , egg or v^^table traders are 

found in  viUage* Qa aarket da^s, v illa g e n  are found 

se llin g  these ooanu>ditie8 in  the lo ca l Market, which is  

situated half a B ile  awmy from the v illa g e . Host of these 

se lle rs belong to low incoae group having annual incoae 

less than SoJoi 6,000*00*

Aaong women, the most eoQnon froa o f non-agricultural 
wage labour is  as Maid servant* Siiere are 14 such cases 
in the village, 8 o f  thea work in the house o f the rich 
peasants in tbs village and the renainlng six work in 
the S^lhet town* lEhose i4io wo jk in  £^lhet town live  with 
the faiailies for whom thigr work* Wage rates are vexy low* 
Haz9' o f receive onl7  aeals and some clothing* A few 
receive a snail quantiV o f rice in addition.

33 She nearest Indian border town is  about 13 adles 
froa the village*
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It  iSf o f  course, tra% that voMn oJT tiM v ill«g «  
haT6 l i t t le  sco^  to be e^plc^ed am mge eaxziers* le t  
their role to suppXemexit tam ilj incoae, partieolarljr 
in  poor households can hardljr be ignored. Voaen in 
atXeest  ̂ percent o f t h e  hooseholda in  T i l l a g e  e a r n  in  
caah or in  kind Toj participating in different aotivities 
within their faatl3jr esTironaent, A good nsuiber o f  sldXled 
wotten are also engaged in hazidioraft worlca* Sandieraft 
i s  the primeay occupation o f 2 percent o f households 
in  the village and a secondaigr occupation for an addi* 
tLonal 9  perceat* Ix i aost eases, wosen o f the T i l l a g e  

make fish  nets and sew quilts for sale. Vhesr also «ake 
different i7pes o f  mat, c h a i r ,  azid T a r i e t i e s  o f  house
hold itens (lilce PuBoln.aiulcri.
and etc*) froa canes, reeds and baabooes. It
generally squ ires  1 0  to 1 5  days on t i ie  part o f a w oaan  

t o  aake a good quality a a t  ( S i t a l p a t i ) ,  t h e  price o f 
w h ic h  in  the loca l a a z k e t  varies froa f a k a  2 0 0 * 0 0  t o  

Saka 2 5 0 * 0 0 . Ordinary aats are prepared w it h in  4  to 5  

diQTs, t h e  price o f  which in  t h e  l o c a l  a a r k e t  varies 
froa Saka 6 0 .0 0  t o  Saka 1 0 0 .0 0 .  Considering t h e  price 
o f raw aaterials, t h e  p r o f i t  a a r g in  in  a b o v e  tw o  

q u a l i t i e s  varies froa Saka 50 to Saka 6 0  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

case and fiaka 1 5  to Saka 2 0  in the second case* She 
n e t  gains from ol^er i t e n s  are coaparatLvely lower.
33m  a v e r a g e  n o n th ly  in c o a e  o f  t h o s e  f i v e  h o u s e h o ld s
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iridch aM azigttged in hacbdioraTt workji aa principal 
oecopation varias from Saka 125 to Xaka 160* Host of 
thasa products are aold in  £| l̂hat toKn or in  neigbboaring 
Tillagas.

5*9 *2 dvarBifioatlon of Ooc\:qpation8

Given the Skewnasa in the land diatribationt season^ 
alil7  in agriculture and low wage rate, agricolture 
cannot absorb tbo fast growing labour force in  the 
Tillage* Horeover, i t  fa ila  to eoiplo;;r a peraon throughout 
tbm year* Under the drcuauBtancea, t i ie  v i l l a f t e r s  diversify 
their sources of income other i îan crop production to 
«asure their basic kLdI suui necessities of life*  A closer 
look at table w ill give us some idea with r e je c t  
to diTersification o f occupations.

It can be seen from the above table that there is  not 
a sizigle land holding group which is  dependent on cu lti
vation alone for livelihood* Cultivation plus atleast one 
other o f f  holding activitgr is  the cooBion practice tfiiong 
the famei^* {Qds diveraifloation o f sources of income 
other than cultivation is  »ore comon among the landless*
She landless and near landless hove more than three sources 
o f income* All the household heads o f the village have had 
secondary sources o f income* In most cases, the multiple 
income sources reflect multiple occupations* This phenomenon
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is  a reflection  o t  tha insaoori'ty and inadaqaan<9 ' o f 
tlia a7ailal>la naana af liYaXilwcKl fo r  tiia aa^Jority o f 
vilXageinst aa va il aa d iffiot^t^  wMoh aoat face in  
aaettag Itaale aubaiataiioa naada*

X«7a l o f InooBa

Xu tha oouraa o f boosabold anuaaratlon aaeh 
haad o f tha hooaahold vaa aakad to atata hla/har annual 
dariirad fros a ll aoorcaa.^ Ob tha ba;^a o f tM.a in for- 
■atioxi, amuial luooaa o f aaoh o f tha b a oa ^ ld  waa 
aatloatad. Sable 5*26 preaenta the diatribation o f the 
housaholda hy estiaated animal Incoaa oatagoriaa*

It nay ha ohserrad froa tha table that the 
absolute ttajority (83(6)  o f the bouaeholda hare had 
annual incoaa leaa than or egoal o f Salca 12fOCX} only*
Of these, at leaat 41 percent o f the hooadiolda hare 
had annual incoaa leaa than or eqoal to Saka 6f000*00*
Bat, tM s inoone le re l la  not aofficien t to aeet the 
ajniann m tritien al reauireaenta o f the houaeholda. 
Assmalag that an average parson rteads 1?*7 ounces o f 
rice  perd«y to aeet the ainiaua calorie requireaents,

34 It  includes incoae tmm. agricultural cropa; plants
9oaA Tegetableai incoae froa pottltxy« cattle and fishezyi 
wages froa both skilled and unskilled labour and ser- 
▼icesj pension and honourariua* in oa e  froa tra^e and 
business} incoae froa loana, granta and g ifta ; rea itt- 
ances froa relatives and othert and fin a lly  incoae 
froa different tangible and non-tangible property (e*g» 
land,boilding« c » r  riakshair« boat» agricultural 
inplements, e tc«).
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a housebold in  tlie v illcg *  oo&slatizig ot s ix  persons 
on MU scvontgo v l l l  xi«od 5*88 pouniU^  ̂ o f rieo* Sho 
pxioo o t nodluB quality rieo in  tho viU aso w«s S)c*260 
per maund^ In Joljr 19?9* GlTen the eboTo price o t  r ice  
« household o f six  persons needs an annwal inoone o f 
Hu6«d87«40^ to seet the flnistni ealoxle reqoireswats*
Shis calculation* howerery excludes other expenditores 
iseorred oaa, sow  bmmLo iteas, such as fuel* education, 
medicine and clothing* Iron the abore calculation, i t  
appears t ^ t  aore than 41 percent o t the households in  
the v iU i^  are living helov the subsistence lerel*

A household in  the TillaKe, on an average earns 
&Jca S ,7^  P4I3? anzBiM  ̂ She per capita incone is  calcula
ted as 9aka 3be per capita ii^m e o f the v illage
appears to be l i t t le  hii^er than ^ t  o f the national
level. Considering 1976-77 sa^ et prices, the per c ^ ita

40izicoae o f Bangladesh was estlsated as Saka 1208.^
55 15*7 ouncM x 6 ounces -  16 ■ 5*68 pounds*
^  Qoe naund is  equivalent to 82«3 pounds*
37 8ubsli^enoe level o f annual In^me of an average house

hold (consisting o f six  person) is  calculated as undert 
94*2 ounce x30 »2826cc12«3312 ounce (which is  equal to 
2119*5 pounds or 26.49 aaunds). Shus, the price o f 2&»49 
staunds o f rice  • 9 c»^ 0 /- » Cbu6,8^«4«

36 file average azihual incoae o f 214 households o f the v i l l 
age U s calculated by using the data o f table 9*3

39 9Sc*8749*214 *1872286 1 1350 -1386.37
40 Bangladesh Bureau o f BtatLatics, S tatistics Division, 

iilnl3t37 o f Planning, Oovt* o f the People’ s Republic 
o f Bangladesh S tatistica l Pocket Book o f Bangladesh*79*
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filstslbatiozi o f HoaaehoXds I17 
Animal Income Oategorl«8

Iflfvel o f Aimual 
locoaie (Saka)

! Biiaiber o f 
1 bousetaolds 1 Pereentage

Zl*200 3 1.40
1 , ^  -  2,400 4- 1.86
2,401 -  5,600 23 10.74
3,601 -  il-,800 33 15.42
4,801 > 6,000 25 11.68
6,001 -  7»200 33 15.42
7,201 -  8,400 21 9.81
a»401 -  9*600 11 5.14
9,601 -  10,800 16 7.47
10,801 -  12,000 9 4.20
12,001 -  25»000 23 -I3.O8

25»001 -  40,000 5 2.33
40,001 -  90,000 5 1.40

Sbtal 214. 99.95^

* 3totalfi BUQr not add to 100.0 due to roundiog error*
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Sable 5*27 presents data on anrerage ammal lueoiae 
o f bousalioldB ligr souroea o f Ineoaa 'Confining the ana- 

lysla  to tboae oate^rlea having 10 or aore oases* ve 
find that tise heads o f the househDlds who are engaged 
in  own crop prodootlon has the highest ineoae, followed 

t̂ KOse esigaged in  business and aason works. EeBlttanee 
frc»a relatlTes and others, both froa within and outside 
the counlacsr also for« a oonsider^le source o f income 
for a littlted nosiber o f households in  the village* She 
becKSetrs hsve the lowest averac^ ainmal incoae.

Hcoa the above fladings» i t  appears that although 
agriculture or oxop produotlon is  the single nost le^port- 
ant occupation o f the households in  the v illage but i t  
cazmot absoxt> a ll the labour force and also fa ils  to 
ke«(p a person eqployed throughout the yesr* Horeovery 
the benefit o f incone derived through crop production 
is  largely accrued to title big farmers* As a result, the 
villagers diversii^ their sources of incoae to guard 
against Insecuritsr o f Inooae and possession o f multiple 
occ«|patloiui is  the conaon practice» particularly among 
the landless and subsistence farmers* But the income 
derived fxom various sources are not even adequate to 
meet the basic minimum needs for a majorltgr o f house
holds in  the village**
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iauioal loeose o f Hoas«fa0lda Ifost 
Iqportaiit Souro^ o f Bousohold XacoM*

Sources Artrage

1. Oim crop productions 11,3W
2. BitslnftM 10,200

5. lUtaon 7.680
4. i^^ricoltural nag6 Ial>oar 6,120

5- laoxwagsieultorol w«Ke labour 6,480
6.

7.

Eosdttaoce (within & outsido 
thm countzgr) 

Haadl<a»£tE ”
4,560.
1,620

8. OaiTpantary " 5,760

9. Self-eaplojed aervlc® 6,240
10* Other profession 

CH*Idcd/SBbir»5i/5lriJcl) 4,560
11. SndL Ih:lT«r 8,400
12. Begg«r 540

Sotal 8,749.34
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ibi this stodtyt ^ person Is  coxi0ider*d lite ra te  

iffaD ±B i^ e  to both read szut write She defini

tion o£ literacy aa esqployed in  th is study is  the sane
4«4as that o f the c^im s. ifteording to the abore defini

tion onl7 37 porcent of the Tillage population aged fire  
years and above are literate* Sie correspondiag levels 
for Bale and fenale population are 48 percent and 
2  ̂ percent recs^ectiv^y* the oTerall literaoy
level of tile village is  very low, but i t  is  s t i l l  
higher than that o f the national average* According 
to 1974 ceasust '̂ he literacy rates for Biales and 
females vere 51 percent az  ̂ ^3 percent respectively 
in the rural areas*

5*10*i Cauuraicterietlcs of Sdocation

Sable 5*^ presents data on years o f education 
coiqileted age and sex* She following i^^ortant 
points are to be noted fr<»i the above table: (l)low   ̂
level o f litera<7 ) (2) change in  the level o f l i t e r a l  
over tioie; O ) glaring d i^arity  between aen and women 
in the level o f literacy. Let us elaborate each o f 
these features in  somewhat greater detail* .

41 According to 1974 Census a person is  <mnsidered 
literate who is  able to read and write in any 
language.

$.10 M n o tlo n  m d  lt t «M g r
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5-l0.1#1 low level o f lltera<^i

I t  is  ziot only that the overall level o f  UterecQr 
OJt the viUage population is  low, but those who have had 
soine formal edacatlon received only few years o f  schooling, 
^ r  exeuqplo, primary education aoeoonts for 77 percent 
and 92 percent o f total aale and female literates in  the 
v llla se . Even among the priaary educated store than f i f t y  
pexrcent are those who have received 1-3 years o f foroal 
education, (hly six percent o f the village population 
have received secondary education and less than one 
percent hove received education beyond high School.

5«10«1»2 Progress in  education in recent years
I I 

ii
2hero shows an inverse relationship between age 

and literacy for both male and female population. She 
percentage o f men aiid women with *0 completed years o f 
education* has dropped considerably in the 1^19 age 
group as coE^ared with those o f 60 years and over. la 
the younger age group (15-19)» 50 percent males and 
80 percent females have not completed a single year of 
formal education* ®ie correspondizig figures fo r  males 
and females are 79 percent and 95 percent respectively 
in  the age group o f  60 years and over* Shis drop in 
formally illite ra te  persona In the younger age group 
indicates some progress in  education In recent years.

2 8 3
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She sloH or progress la  edacatloii In recent years for
the coantrsr as a vbole i s  also evident from the 1974

tv?Census data.

5«10*1»3 Se% differences in level o f literacy

Ve hsnre zioted earlier higher literacy rate for  
male than for fomale (48 percent Vs 28 percent)* Shis 
dlsostrity bottreen male and female literacy rates Is not 
vei7 pronounce at the f ir s t  two younger ages ( i .e .  &-9 
end iO-14), bat i t  increases with ages. Tbr exavple* the 
Dale literacy rate vas more than tirice that for females 
in  the 1^19 year age group; this increased to almost 
21 times more In the age group 60 and over* She reason 
is  not too hard to seek* fo r  older people* givoi the 
eoeio-cultaral sitoation o f the countxy, i t  was inevi
table that vexy few females learnt how to read and write.

/But overtime coiqparatively more women have received an 
education, as is  evident in  the literacy n te s  for the 
^ 9  fl ê gr<x9 , where the disparity between the sexes is  
coBparatively less*

42 According t6 1974 Census 70.6 perc<^nt males and 94 
percent females o f years wnd over, have not <»>m- 
pleted a single year o f formal education in the 
rural area^. SSie coi^arable figt^es for  males and 
females wore ^ *8  percent and ^ .6  percent respec
tively in  the younger age group (15^19).
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Further evidence o f the glarine dlcqparil^ between 
men and uoftaan. in  education can be seen when one confildera 
the di£fex^ent lovreXs o f echooling* 7or exaoqple, o f those 
aged 15 years and 07er, 40^20 percent sen coaipared wil^ 
only 32 percmt women have coiapleted 1-5 yoars o f achooX- 
ing* Vos 6-10 years o f schooling the disparity is  ever 
pronounced, 16*55 percent Males and only 3,2 percent 
femaleB hme completed this many years of education.
She nuQfoer of finales co^ leting  higher lerels  of 
education 1b very injsigniflcant, Vor example* 2*39 
percent o f aen hare coi^leted education beyond high 
school as opposed to 0.3 percent o f wooen. Vrom the 
data* i t  appears that the relatively disadvantageous 
position of wooaen with respect to nen in  tenns o f 
education daterlorates as the level o f  education rises*
She low educational achievement o f  women as observed 
in this village is  equally applicable for the country 
as a whole* ^ erc  are several reasons for  low educational 
achievement o f the female population* Some o f  these are 
as follows: ( l )  Differential perceptions o f  economic 
value o f aonj3 and daughters and ( l i )  purdah system*

llost parents in  general and particularly in  the rural 
areas do zuot pel^celve axiy economic value in  educating 
their dau^^ters. ^ley can hope that their sons w ill obtain 
job and provide them with economic support during old age
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either in t2ie form o£ aon^ end/or shelter* Daughters* 
on the othor hand, td.ll aarzgr and lecve the parental 
hoioe to bo housewives and Bothers. Differential percep-> 
tlons o f econooio value o f sons and daughters have been 
also subatantiated in this study* Seventy three percent 
o f the respondents in  this stu(fy fe lt  sons were laore 
eeonondcally useful to then than their daughters (see 
Zsble ^•29)» In this stud̂ sr. I t  was also found that the 
ma;Iori1  ̂ o f  the fathers wanted tlMir sons and girls  
to be h l^  school g3^<luates and prlDutry school graduates 
respectively, 2his perception o f higher econontlc valuo 
o f sons than daughters oasr have caused the parents to 
provide caore education to their male than female children*

I
She o f  purdah (socluslon) prevaling in the

countrsr confined g irls  and women within the four walls 
o f home* In the above acrsteat there is  l i t t le  room for 
contact vlth  males outside the home* Under the circoma> 
tanceS) evea i f  parents are willing to send their daughr* 
ters to school they cannot, for often schools for g ir ls  
are not loceted in their village; also there are not many 
female teachers in  the schools* In village Mujlarchar. 
there is  no g ir ls ' school* However* there is  a prlnaxy 
school where e l l  the teachers are male* Purdah restrictloai 
prevents mai  ̂ g irls  from attending a school« where they aro 
to study \TltU beys and not a single feoale teacher is  
available*
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Distribution of 2̂ eeqpODBe8 to the qu«8tioii»''I!coiii 
the point o f vi«w of financial helpt whom do mu 
considor ooro lcq>ortftnt ? -  son or daughter V*

Boaponj308 H %

1. Son 63 73*25
2* Bau^ter 8 9.30
3* Both 6 6*97

Bo Reply 9 10.^3
1 ' 86 99.98

i- .
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Above all* the increaslns poverty and rising cost 
o f  edaoation are also retarding the progress o f education 
in  general and fenale education in particular* I t  is  
alWQCrs accepted that i f  parents cannot afford to send 
a ll their children to school* boQrs w ill be given pre
ference over g ir ls .

^•10*2 Sduoetion bgr land-holding and incoiaei

Although the overall level o f  education is  lov the 
village but it s  distribution is  hi^ily skewed, vazTing 
by social class as detemined by land holding and incooe 
level* Land holding status and incooe level are positively 
associated with level o f education (see table 5*30)* Level 
o f literacy anung those having land  ̂ acres and above is  
at loast two times higher than that o f the level attained 
by those having no land or snail anount o f land* SiiaHarly* 
17 percent o f the highest land holding grotq> reported to 
have cos^leted 6-10 years o f education as coiqpared to 3M- 
p erc^ t among the landless and subsistence farmers* She 
identical trend is  also observed wititi respect to the 
relationship between income and level o f education (see 
t ^ le  5*51).
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Sable 5*32 presents data on enrolnent ratio by age and se^u

Sable 3*52 Enrolnent ratio; distribution o£ students 
(5-24 7 ears of age) by aex» 1979*

Sox _____________ Age sroapa
5 _ 9 10-1^1. 15 -  19 20 -  24

Both sexes 46.11 58.85 12.58 5*96
Hale 51.51 52.83 24.12 7.55
leiaale 40.42 20.75

*She «3iroliaent ratio is  defined as: number of children in 
age^group enrolled to total n^ber o f children in age 
group laultiplied by 100.

From the above findings i t  appears that the overall 
enrolioent ratio is  vexy low.^^ More than half o f tbe 
children o f prinary school ages 5-9 years and 61 percent 
childron o f secondaxy school ages 10^14 years vere out 
o f  school. Xhls situation is  even siore alanoing witib. 
respect to female enrolment. Less than fif t^  percent 
b(^3 and 60 percent g irls  o f priaaxy school ages 5-9 years

45 Hoifever, enx^lnent ratio liQ>rove8 Aong the higher 
socio-econoaic groups. Children o f higher income and 
landholding grot;^B t«nd to be Bore enrolled in sclKx>l3 
than their countexparts belonging to poor income, 
landless and near landless groups.

^•10*5 Scuroliaeat
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£Uid 47 percent boys and 79 percent g ir ls  o f aecondax^ 
school ages 10-14, years were oat o f school. Between 
ages 15-19 and 20-24, one hundred percent females were 
not enrolled in any educationel institutions in  1979*
She corresponding figures for males were 88 percent 
and 96 percent respectively*

fhe drastic fa ll  in enrolment ratio becrond primary 
lo7el (5-9 years) for g irls  way be attributed to ( i )  
s tr ict obsexvanco o f purdah; ( i i )  lack o f prioril^r to 
f^aalo educatioa; ( i i i )  early age at inarriage; (iv ) 
ijiirolvem^t in domestic chores and abore a ll  (v) 
poveri ĵr. Hale children, on the otherhand, participate 
in  productive activ ities from veagr early age at 6 or 7 
and by age 15-19, ttiey get tbeoselves deeply involved 
in these economic activities and contribute substantially 
to tiie family inoome* In this situation i t  is  d iff ic o lt  
on the part o f many parents to get their wards enrolled 
and/or continue in schools over long time because this 
would lead to extra financial burden on the family budget 
on the one hand and losing of cash income and other useful 
hoaeehold services from the children on the otherhand* 
S&ece reasons were also mentioned by the parents while 
esplaning non-enrolment o f their children o f primaz? 
school ages (see table 5*33)*
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Di&tzdbution o f responeee to the question,"Do you 
have any childrea o f priaaiy school ages (6-10)wbo 
do not attend school 7 I f  yes, state the reasons”

Table 3.i3

Hosponses 17 96

1« Attend school 36 41.86
2« Children viork & earn money. 

Sending thea to school w ill 
curtail household income

21 34.41

3« Children help in 
household chores 7 8.15

School enrircna^t 
is  not congenial 4 4.65

Educated children disobey 
tjicir parents. 2 2.32

6 . Hjiancial hardship 10 11.62
7. Education w ill nake a 

person devoid o f fiod 5 5.81

8« Others 1 1.16

86 99.96
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It can be seen from table ^*33 that the Qa ĵoxity
of the households who have children o f primaiy 

school ages do not send their children to schools. Sho 
priofniy reason being that children participate in economic 
activities and sending them to school w ill greatl^f curtail 
their household income* The next is^ortant reason for not 
sending children to school is  the financial hardship*
She similar reasons vere also adduced to esplain tiie 
drop oat of children from schools (see table 3*3^)* 
liore than 70 percent of the respondents cited ecoiiomic 
reasons for drop out of their children. Of the economic 
reasons, pre~occupation o f children with iiq>ortant
household works and other'incoae earning activ ities (5 ^ )

• t
was the most in^ortant reason, follwed by lack o f mon^ 
(26*19^)« That the children, particularly those who ?.re 
not carrently attending schools participate in different 
important household ai^ income eaxning activ ities can b  ̂
soon from table 3*33

Table 3.35 shows that children who are currently 
attending school are more likely than their out o f school 
ago Dates to be involved in works mostly around the bouse 
vhich require less manual labour* On the other hand* 
children who do not attend school are more likely  to bo 
ixrvolved in d ifficu lt  labour-intensive jobs* such as farm
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works, rearing o f house and trading, etc. Children 
usually perform different types of vorks both at home 
and outside the house. Thej earn aoney and help their 
parents* In this situation, parents are relxtctant to 
send their children to school, loast their family 
income w ill fa l l .

7rom the preceeding findings, i t  appears that 
unless the financial conditions o f the parents are 
inproved and/or alternative institutional arrangements 
are made of children from home to school, i t  is  d i f f i -  
oult to improve the literacy level o f the village 
population.
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Bistribution o f re^onses to the question, "Do you 
have axty prinazar school age (6-10 years) children 

used to go to school p rev iou ^  but not dropped 
out ? I f  yes, state the reason(s) for drc^ out«”

Ee^Ktnses IT %

JSconomics 1« lack o f noneor 11 26.19
2. laclc o f 7ood/clothing - -
3. Ittclc o f books, pencil and 

other stationaries 3 7.14
4, Children don't have spare time 

as they participate in  useful 
household works 7 16.66

5. Children participate in 
econosic actiTities 
outside the home

9 21.42

Personal: 6« Hinor/too old 2 4.76
7. Constantly suffer from 

various diseases - mm

8. Pbysical^y or mentally disabled - -
9. Poor in learning (dull) 1 2.38

Socialt 10. Ssi^ibouring children do 
not attend school 2 4.76

11. Girls, therefore not 
pezndtted to attend school 4 9.52

12, Keligious and cultural 
pre^Judices 1 2.38

Defectst 13* Lack o f adequate educational 
fa c ilit ie s  in school - -

14. School is  situated far aw^ - -
15. Lack o f accoBOodation in school 2 4.76

42 99.97
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(age 5*21) work according to sex and 
current status o f school attendance

299

A _ _ --.t 4__ ■ -BoF^n-ACttVlly •"
Male Feeule Uale Female

liat worldng 15(14.28) . 55  ̂(22-42)
34

(26,98)
21

(38.18)
23

(25*27)
7

(4.48)
16

(12.69) (5.45)
Slougih level nanure 6 X 4 X
Xranoplant harvest

1,
X 3 2:

Gars  ̂ thresh parboil 3 4 2 1
Cut jute strip Jute 
wash jute 3 X 2 3C

pick ch illies  dig 
onionB cut aruB 7 3 5 2

» (7.69)
4

(2.56)
14

(11.11)
2

(3.36)
make nets 1 1 1 3C
operate boats 2 X 3 X
^ah 4 3 10 2

18
(19.78) 27

(17.30) (8.73)
8

(14.54)
groae cleaning crowshed 
cut fooder nilk cows 4 9 1

tend fowl 2 19 1 6
tend goats 5 4 1 1

contdi
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Activit^r Hale female Hale Female

Lal>OU£ & ggadlQg 8
(8.79) (7.69)

4
(5.17)

6
(10.90)

Petty trading 4 X X X

Hooie repair/ 
maintenance 3 3 2 2

Craft vorlc In
UOOd/bGOtOO 1 9 2 4

t e ^ a » t i o n )
22

(45.51)
47

(37-30)
. 1 5
(27.27)

0x7  rice wlnow rice 
hu^ grain spioes/dal 8 37 17 6

^ash & peel food 
cooking serve oeals
others
swew carx7 water 
cut/carry firewood 
Goss^ cmJ.d wash clothes 
carxT̂  meseaees

34 30 9

AU cbildren(5-2l) 91 156 126 55
aSotal working 73 121 92 3^
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.9y:MYl?y J^MlrTO

(Ehe village under stad; seemed to be atgrpical o f 
tlie counti7  in  terns o f it s  econosQr, ecology, population 
densll^ and high fezrtilit^sr. She village is  poor in 
inodem fa c ilit ie s  and services and there is  no capital 
resources worth mentioning. It had a population o f 135O 
living in 214 households, according to the cwnsus 
conducted In the nontii o f  June 1979* Given the land 
area o f 48^ acres, the population density is  ahout 2«?8 
persons per acre or 6,85 per hectare, She age^structuro 
reflects recent high rates o f population growths almost 
44 percent of the villagers are less than 15 years oJul* 
aShs level o f  fe r t ility  is  very high in the village as 
reflected in the Sotal fe r t i l ity  Bate (SF&) which is  
estimated to be 6 per wonan.

Harriage is  universal in the village and age o f 
oarxiage is  vexy low* Hen on an average narrled at the 
age o f 23« while average age o f marrl^e for women was 
only 14 years, Polygaiy is  also prevalent, altiioug^ tiie 
nuiafber Is limited. !Qiere are 8 polygsmpus households in 
the village, representing approximately 3  ̂ o f a ll msrrlages* 
Sinship system in the village is  patrilineal & patrilocal, 
wiiere the household head is usually the father or eldest 
male meiiber of the family. Harriage is  exogamous and upon
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oarrlaget woQoa usually stove to thair huabands* fathers 
home and widows tend to live with their married sons 
thon with their narried daughters* female headed house
holds are veiy lia ited . Ctoly 6 percent o f the total 
households in the village are headed fetoales. Siese 
{ire iaostl;7 destitute women and some of them are engaged 
in begging*

Level o f literacy in the village is  vexy low*
Gbiy 37 pereent o f tixe village population aged five 
years and above are literate* Qaly 13-^ percent o f 
males and 6*2 percent females c^ed five years and above 
cooipleted pxlmaiiy education* Whatever l i t t le  education 
is  achieved by the villagers, this is  mostly attained 
by the higher socio-economic class* level o f literacy 
aoong those having land 3 acres and above is  at least 
two times higher than that o f the level achieved tor 
t^iose having no land* Uore than half of the children 
o f primary school ages 5-9 years and 61 percent o f 
children o f secondary school ages years were out
o f school* She primary reason for  not sending childron 
to school is  Idle preoccupation of children with important 
incomd earning activities and other household worlES* 
Sberefore sending them to school w ill deprive the parents 
from income and services of their children* financial 
hardship is  also mentioned as one o f the ii^portaxit factors
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£oT not sending children to school* Ve, tharefoxo, find 
that unless the financial conditions o f the parents ore 
iiapiDved and/or altematiire institutional arrangeiadnts 
are made of children from hoae to school i t  is  d ifficu lt  
to iiqprove the literacy level o f  the village population.

lezid is  the nost inq^ortant means o f producti4>n. 
HoifGVor, access to this important means o f procUictlon 
is  confined to a few privileged households, Hore than 
flit:;' percent o f the households do not claim ownerfdiip 
o f aacr laxid other titttn homestead land. Iloreover« land is  
unevenly distrihuted* Vor example, those households 
cam land 5 acres and above constitute only 8 percent o f 

land owning housetolds of the village but thecr control 
o f the total arable land o f the area* Whereas those 

vbo own leas than one acre o f land constitute 39 percent 
o f the total land oi«ning households but they control onl̂ r 
10 percent o f the a:ra.ble Iŝ ml o f the area. land available 
for cultivation in the village is  vezy limited in view o f 
liie slse of the population. I f  the total arable land 
(308 acres) are evenly distilbuted among a ll the house- 
bolds, each would get only. 1.42 acres, an area barely 
sufficient to met the subsistence needs of an average 
sized household with six members and insufficient to 
lÊ et the needs o f larger households, fa ct, nearly 70 

percent of the households own land less than 1.60 acres, 
the minimum land area needed to provide enough food to
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meet the basic Biniaurn nutritiozial requirements o f an 
avorage sised hoaaehold la  an average year* OiTen the 
unequal distribution o f land, we fiz^  that a nkajority 
o f the bouaeholds does not coi tro l productive assets 
ouffioient to ensure ainlmma food requiretttmts*

Althou^, the mâ oritQr o f the villagers are depenr- 
dont on agx^iculture either direotly or indireot2y for 
source of living but the benefit o f incone derived throu^ 
crop production is  largely reaped ligr the big fainers* 
Moreover, agriculture fa ils  to keep a person eaplOQrfd 
tbrou{^ut the year. As a result, the villagers 
diversiiy their sources of income for mere survival and 
possession o f multiple occupatioiia are the comon 
practicos, particularly among ^he landless and subsis~ 
tonoe farmers. But the income derived from various 
sourcea are not even adequate to meet the basic minimura 
needs for a majority o f households in the v illage.

Tbiaa from the above analysis, the vills^e is  found 
to be a representative o f the country. % e physical and 
spatial characteristics o f the village, economic resources, 
use o f agricultural iiq>lement8, ownership o f livestock liy 
land size group, household sise and structure, population 
characteristics, land distribution, esq l̂cyment patt^m and 
educational standard -  a ll such factors clearly indicate 
that the village is  a typical o f the country. She vary
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Xocatloxi o f the vilXago, the tTpicaX vilXage huts 
and hOMsteada, the absence o f modem fa c ilit ie s  
tmd services in the village are found alnost siA i- 
lar to other villages o f the countzsr* In the course 
o f  research^ rigorous atteoq^t was aade to observe 
the r^resontativeness o f the village and these vere 
statisticall^y varified and found correct.

,\ "
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I.4B(Xm naHXIZATION AIIS ECOHOHIC lAJUE 
OE CHin)B£N : S£EClfIO ISBtJES EmEGIffG 
gRQT'I A EimAl. EGQHQMI OJ BAirGT>Aî ™H

CHAP9ER 6

Since the earl^ 1970's Demograpliers and others 
td.th population issaes have been showing increasing 
in-^erest in the study of the value and cost of ch il
dren. Shore is  a variety of reasons for interest in 
this* An. understanding of the value and cost of ch il
dren can facilitate  the planners, at nacro level, to 
formulate appropriate population policy in the face of 
rapid population growth. Similarly, the labour contri
bution and perceived costs o f children can guide the 
prospective paironts, at nicro level, in making rational 
decisions about the number o f children they want and 
can afford. It  is  expected that a better understanding 
between parent -  child relationship can ultimately 
ensure the economic and social wellbeing of families 
and children.

In recent years most o f the studies o f the value 
and cost o f children are formulated on the background 
o f these two socio-economic perspectives.

U tility ojt C^hildrea ĵ Eoonomic reaaoafl 
High fe r t ility  is  considered rational behaviour 

on the part of parents in many peasant societies for 
various economic, social and phychological reasons.
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She present thesis attempts to examine the extent to 
which economic forces regulate high fe r t ility  in 
rural Bangladesh by making an in--depth study o f the 
actual benefits and costs o f raising children.

6.1*1 fe r t ility  Ideas and Attitudes
Eie value o f children, in fact, depends on the 

particular circumstances in which a family or commu
nity lives* She value attached to children is  con
sistent with the social and economic circumstances 
under which people struggle for survival. It is  
generally believed that h l^  fe r t i l ity  levels prevail 
in societies which have favourable attitudes towards 
large family size.

' I

9?he Ideas and attitudes o f people relating to 
fe r t ility  is  not uniform in developed and developing 
countries. Studies in few developing countries have 
shown a positive correlation between child labour 
force participation and fe r t i l ity  (Hull 1975, Cain
1977, gag ^  ^  1978)'^.
■1 Hull, Terence, 1975 *'Bach child brings Its own 

fortune t An Inguixy into the value of Children 
in Javanese Tillage". Unpublished Ph.D. disser
tation. ^stralian  fl'atienal Universily.
Cain, Mead T. 1977 **®ae Economic Activity o f Chil
dren in a Village in Bangladesh". Population and 
Development fieview 5. pp.201-227-
Hag, Ifoni, Ben;famin H.7. White and E. Creighton Poet
**An Anthropological Approach to the Study of Economic 
Value o f Children in Java and Hepal". Current Anthro
pology, Vol.19, No.2, June 1978.
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Unlike the parents e f developing countriest 
parents in industrial societies are found nere con
cerned with. econoDtic costs and notivated emotional 
roifards of having children. Parents in less developed 
countries, especially in rural areas, want large fami
lie s . !Fhey consider children as economic assets for 
good and valid economic reasons. Children in these 
societies are considered valuable to their parents at 
least in two possible ways : ( i )  as a source o f produc
tive agent and ( i i )  as a source of old-age security.

Gm'lmZ As a Source o f Productive agent
Children in loss developed countries participate 

in time-consuming but most essential household mainte
nance tasks from very early age level o f 4-6 years and 
thus free the adults to participate in more productive 
activities (Sf. Hull 1975. Cain 1977* Suchart jgt ^  1977)^. 
During peak agricultural seasons, sons also help their 
fathers on fsmily fainns or they may help them in family
2 Hull, !D.H. 1975 opidt.

Cain, Mead T. 1977 ®P* c it ,
Suchart P. and Frederick A. Day 1977 Cost and Value 
of Children in rural Thailand in !Ehe Economic and 
Social Supports for High J ertility , Edited by Ii*3?. 
Huzicka, Canberra; She Australian ITational University, 
Department of Demography, pp.507-516.
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business. Likewise, daughters aid their mothers in 
performing routine household chores. Other types of  
activities in which children are found economically 
useful include caring for younger siblings, tending 
aniJBials, cartying fire  wood, and the like.

6.1.3 a source o f financial security in 
old ago and in emergencies

Shis type o f economic assistance may taka the 
form of supplemental income transfers from children 
to their parents. Or i t  may involve income In kind, 
such as parents sharing the living quarters o f their 
grown-up children. In the absence o f any institutional 
support of social security programme, such as public 
health and welfare measures, pension plans, private 
aniuiity and l i f e  Insurance programme, children in 
developing countries are the only dependable source 
of support for their aged and physically disabled 
parents, irrespective o f the fact whether a child 
brings a positive or negative rate o f returns, ^ e  
dependence on children gradually declines with the 
achievement of higher levels o f  living and better 
distribution o f income.

509
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6.2 V»rfc inpats o£ Qhildrftn to the hcusehPXd̂ ftaQno.313:

Olilldrdn In paasant societies, enter the house
hold labeur force from an early age o f ^ 6  years.
Xhese include sweeping, washing, child-rearing, fe t
ching water, food preparing, cooking and so on. The 
overall work iopats e f children to the household 
econooy can be analysed under three heads :

a) Children's participation age;
b) Children’ s time-inputs to work;
c) Productivity and labour efficiency o f children.

6.2.1 Children's participation age
Physical maturi-ty, strength, sk ill o f work per-'I "

formance and division o f labeur etc. influence the age 
at which a child starts working. Table 6.1 presents 
data on % uaeful activities of unaarried children aged
4 years and above by sex, indicating particularly the 
minimuia, maximum and median ages at which children 
start working.

Bata from table 6.1 indicate the very high degree 
o f involvement of young males and females in various 
household tasks. She findings confirm the traditional 
pattern of work by sex i .e .  g irls  are doing more house
hold chores than boys, while boys are engaged more in 
occupational works like cultivation, animal husbandary, 
marketing and home repair/maintenance. Girls on average.
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Seonooie activ ities o f uzaarried etaildren 
4 years and above residing in parents households

Ml Taft j FEIttLBS C115)
AOKVIir % Ever 

partic
ipated^

You
ngest 
age 
o f en 
txyl5

Maxi
mum
part
icip 
ation
age®

Median 
age o f 
entry

j % Ever 
1 parti-

1

Toun-
gest
age
of en- 
tiy®

Maxi-
mum
parti
cipa
tion
age®

Median 
age o f 
en ti^

OULEI!XTAXIO£r
1. floogh 56.00
2. Level ^ .6 6

3 12 11.6̂ 1. 00 X X X
8 10 10.38 00 X X X

tfaddle ^*G6 8 10 10.35 00 X X X
WeedCpaddy 82.00 4 8 7.6? 73.04 6 8 7.79
kitohan/guardcn 

5. Hoe 72*66 6 9 8.84 53.91 6 9 8.35
6* Hanure 7 11 11.56 00 X X X
7. Clod

breaking 62*00 
PADST:

v 8 . Sowing 50.00
7 8 9-23 23.47 7 9 8.83
9 12 12.08 00 X X X

9. gganapl afft 9 12 11.76 00 X X X
10. Harvest 61.55 8 12 11.06 00 XX X X
11. Carry 76.66 7 8 8.22 60.00 7 8 8.23
12. Shresh 60.66 8 10 9.79 36.52 8 10 9.53
13.-Parboil 21.35 10 12 11.83 36.52 8 10 10.12

JUIE:
14>. Ca.t/bundle 32.66 8 10 9.94 19.13 8 8 9.00
15. Strip p2.(X) 8 10 9.70 19.13 6 8 8.60
16. Wash 3^.66 8 10 10.07 16.52 8 10 9.50
17, OaSE£t 
17.«.ck chill-7^..66 5 8 7.60 65.21 5 8 6.76

iea/Dal£3>lccp 
IS. Big onion/

Pbtato 76.00 6 9 8.04 68.69 6 8 7.79
^9. Cut arum 82.00 5 6 6.16 74.78 4 6 6.08
KDSHDia:
20. %tke Hets 24>.66 9 10 10.43 20.00 10 10 10.22
21. Operate 28.00 10 10 10.75 00 X X X

Boats 
22. Fish 62.00 5 6 6.36 73.04 5 6 6.37
ilOIIAL HBBBAHDAET 
GAlIl£s
23. Graze/WaterQO.66 6 6 7.11 64.34 6 6 7.05
24. Clearing

Cowshed 55»53 5 10 8.66 54.78 5 9 8.63
25* Out Ilooder 63.53 6 10 8.23 57.39 6 8 7.93
«fi6. MLllc Cows 33.00 10 12 12.26 11.30 12 12 12.83
o!i!m !;u t
17* Send Jbwl 7B.OO 5 8 7.11 77.39 5 6 6.4a
Bm lend Croats ^ .0 0 6 8 8.11 47.82 6 8 7.88
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AOOTICr m m
% £ver Iou> Uazi- liadlan

paxtio~ ngest autt age o.
Ipated® age part- ent

o f en ic ip -
tryD atlon

_______________ 3BS2_____

(115>TCWATJgg
% Ever 7ou Hazl- Hodlan 
Parti- Qgest mun age o f  
cipa- age part- entiyd 
ted® o f en ic ip « 

try® ation
etfigj-

nftBSSIISGt
29« Purchase 79*33 
30̂  Carry Goods 70,00 
31. lend Salo _59*33 
ĤOU£ fiEFlXB/miM&a&K 
52* Hep air ffiHatchftO.OO 
35* Sepalr Hoorsj54.66 

R^air Vails 55* 33 
3^.Sharpen lools 53*33 
36. Clean ®oois 69.33 
oosraiAfls; nninsseii 
37* Shata 00 
33. Sev Clothes 30.66
39. Weave Bsiaboo 66.00 
HODSE VOfiK:
FOOD Ht£PAHA!DIOITt
40. Dry Hice 77«33
41. Winow flice 42,66
42. Husk (Dheki) 2$.33
43. Grind Spicas 18.66
44. Grind Dal 20.66 
•>5. Wash Dishes 75-33
46. Wash & Peel 

Food
47. Cook
48 . Serve Ifeala 
OSBEE:

73-53
23.66
60.66

5
6 
8
7
7
7
7 
6

X
8 
6

5
8
8
7
7 
5
5
8
6

5
5
5
6 
4. 
4
4
4

8
8

12

12
10
10
10
8

X
10
10

8
8

1211
10
5
8

12
8

5 
8
6

8
5
6

5
6

8.10
8.22
8.10

10.7510,26
10.02
10.00
9.96

10*15
,9.20

7.69 
8.76

11.639.80
9.30
6.58
7.70

11.25
8.05
5.87
7.32
6.29
8.22
5.29 
5.79
5.55
5.83

46.95 
40.00
26.95
15.65
45.21
42.60
31.30
48.69
46.95 58.26 
58i26

78.26
64.34 
51.30 
57.39 
60.00 
82.60 
74.78
55.65
67.82

81.73 80.00
81.73
64.34
86.95
86.95
60.86
66.08

6
6
8

9
7
7 
6 
6

8
7
6

4
7
8
7
7
5 
5
7
5
4
5 4
6 
4 
4
4
4

8
8
8

10
10
10
12

8

10
10
10

6
8

10
10
10
6
6

10
8

6
6
6

8
5
6

5
6

7.92
•88
.25I

10.42
9.45
9.81
7.{^

10.21
9.69
9.57

7.30
8.76
I M9.06
6.11
7.39

10.02
8.01
6.11
6.69
6.27
7.96
5.20
5.89
5.41
5-82

49. Swe^ 84.00
50. Wash Clothes 83.33
51. Carry Fire 85.33 

wood
52. Cut ffirewod 64.00
53. Carry Child 85.33
54. Carry Water 35.33
55. Cariy Huldcay 

Lunoh
56. Carry nessage82.66 
a i*’epcentagee are unweighted.
b Toungest ages are based on at least three cases at that age. 
c naxinani pa^icipation ages are baaed on at least ten cases at that stage, 
d Decimals for eiedian ages are calculated by using the formula 1 *<1* -4,̂

Where, I»»is the lower limit o f the median age group; L jis the upptic,^ 
limit o f  the atme group; £i is the frequency o f the median age groiqp;
H is  the s i^  o f Cn+1 )th irem, and C is  the cumulative frequency o f
the next lower ox?oup.
Ibungest, maxiinura & median ages are not reported i f  overall percentages 
are less than 10 percent; 00 where participation are not reported.
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are found participating in faoaaaheld maintenance aotl- 
v ities  ̂ at about 5.5 years o f age, while boys are found 
performing the same activ ities at about ^.6 years o f 
age or more. That is , girls begin household naintenance 
works about three months earlier than boys. In directly

Aproductive activities , the youngest age o f entry o f both 
males and females also represent a l i t t le  difference.
In case o f young males, i t  is  6*9 years and in case o f 
g ir ls , i t  is 6.7 years. Girls are found participating 
at a b it earlier age th&n boys. Maximum participation 
age of g irls  in directly productive activ ities and house
hold maintenance works are recorded as 3.7 and 7*1 res-

. r

pectively comparing to 9.6 and 7*7 in case of boys.
Both boys and g irls  are found equally participa-

■1
ting in directly productive activ ities and household 
maintenance works. But the most common type o f activi
ties  performed by boys are : ploughing, soning, trans
planting, harvesting, marketing, boat operating, tending
5 Household maintenance activ ities include a ll  indirectly 

productive works. These a ctiv ities, though do not direc
tly  earn money income, but participants to these activi
ties  by providing theix valuable time (or service) to 
the family can save money income or free the adult mem
bers o f the household to participate in more productive 
activ ities.

4 Directly productive activ ities (alternatively called 
market production activ ities) include only those works 
from which a household receives or expects to receive 
cash income.
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animals, earring nessages, collecting firewood, bring
ing water and carrying child etc. The activ ities in 
which girls are commonly engaged in are : sewing, 
parboiling, husking, grinding spices, sweeping, cooking, 
carrying child, collecting firewood, bringing water and 
food preparation.

It should be noted that plouj^ing, leveling, 
muddling, manuring, sowing, transplanting and harves
ting are the exclusive domain o f males, females often 
help in the process o f cultivation after the harvesting 
is  over in the cleaning up o f the operation with such 
activities as earring, threshing, parboiling, drying 
and husking. The median age o f entxy of boys In major 
cultivation works (viz. ploughing, leveling, sowing, 
transplanting, harvesting e tc .) is  found in between the 
ages o f 10.3 to 12.08 years. At the same time, they 
begin to engage in operating boats and home repair and 
maintenance works. Xoung boys around 14<-16 years are 
found vexy efficient in farming. At this age they can 
work at levels o f efficiency very close to those of 
adult men (see Section 6 .2 .2 ).

Girls are active in carrying child, washing 
clothes, cleaning utenclls and dishes, sweeping, ten
ding fowl, picking ch illies  and cutting arum by ages 
5-6. On average, th ^  begin to participate In most
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rice processing and preparati«n activ ities between 
ages 8 and 9« In feed preparation, the highest median 
age is  10 for cooking followed by haslcing (Dekhi)^, 
which require both staAina and sk ill.

It  should be reneabered that in aany a case* 
physical matoril^, strength o f the body, sk ill o f work 
performance, culturally prescribed division o f labour 
and the extent o f opportunities, limit the entiy o f 
a child into an economic activity.

for example, ploughing, transplanting and har
vesting require great physical strength and stamina; 
milking o f cows requires proficiency and s k ill ; entiy 
into an activity such as, operation of boats, ma&ing
o f nets, weaving o f bamboos etc. requires the posse-

ilssion o f requisite assets. In the absence o f any of 
these factors, age alone can not detemine the entiy 
o f a participant into a particular activity.

It  is  generally assumed that a family which 
does not possess requisite assets for certain acti
v it ie s , the participation o f children in that family 
for that specific activity is  delayed. In otherwoirds, 
the higher the availability of assets/capital, the

315

 ̂ I t  is  used for husking grain, for detail, see 
glossary.
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greater the participation in productive activity at 
an early age. I t  is ,  thereto ire, necessaz7  to control 
the ownership o f assets while examining the age o f 
entiy into an activity, particularly directly produc
tive activ ities. Table 6.2 presents data on d istri
bution o f ages at which children begin to work, by 
land holding status o f their parents. The major 
activities are classified  under those requiring and 
not requiring assets, indicating participants depen
dence on such assets.

The findings on the whole, however, do not su
pport the hypothesis that age at entiy into produc
tive activ ities is  contingent upon availability o f 
assets. On the contrary, the findings, in general, 
suggest that the lower the availability o f assets 
( i .e .  cultivable land) of the household, the lower 
the age at which children begin worlcing. This may 
be attributed to the following reasons :

i )  More children belonging to richer households 
go to school than those belonging to poorer households 
and school going children normally start working at a 
later age than children net going to school;

i i )  Richer households can afford to employ out- 
side labour to perform household tasks and hence, 
children belonging to such households are not required 
to begin work at an earlier age.
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Iledian ages at which unmarried children 4 years and 
older begin eceneaic activ ities by econonic class 
and sex

317
OJable 6.2

MATJgfi
lOIIVT'Dr

i Landless I Econenic I Sconomic
^ I AB a 3tD f A 1 a a a  /L^( iota I class 5° I class 4'

{ (n-80) j (a -1 6 )  j (n»29)
iJconomic . 
class 5&6̂
(a-25)

BE(̂ IBIII& jtSSEIS IilSD
1. Plough • • • 10.0 11.6 11.7 11.9
2. Weed • • • 6.9 8.8 8.6 9.6
3. Hoe • « * 8.5 9.1 9.2 9.2

Gold breakizig • • • 9.0 9.5 9.0 9.6
5* Transplant • • • 10.8 11.7 12.0 12.4
6. Harv̂ est • • • 9.5 11.8 12.0 11.8
7. Carry • • • 7.2 8.3 8.5 8.6
8. !Kiresh • • • 9.2 10.1 10.4 10.6
9. Parboil • • • 11.4 12.0 12.3 12.510. Out, Strip &

wash dute" • • • 10.5 9.9 9.3 11.0
11. Dig Qaion/Potato 7.5 8.9 8.9 9.6

FISHIHG:
12. Hake Hots • • • 10.1 11.0 11.0 11.0
13. C^erate Boats • • • 10.2 11.0 11.0 11.6

UEVESTOCE:
14-. Graze Cattle • • • 7.0 7.1 7.3 7.5
15. Clean Cowshed • • • 8.3 8.6 8.8 8.8
16. Cut Feeder • • • 7.5 8.2 3.3 8.6
17* Milk Cows • • • 12.0 13-0 12.8 13.6

OXKES ikSSEIS:
18. Clean Tools • • • 7.5 8.5 8.5 10.3
19. Weave Bamboos • ♦ • 8.3 9.7 9.5 9.4

HOT BEQiUmNG î SaETSi
20. Purchase • • • 7.0 8.3 8.4 8.7
21. Carry Goods • • • 8.1 8.4 8.8 8,9
22. Tend Sale • • • 8.8 10.5 10.6 10.8
23* Stireep * • • 6.2 6.7 6.9 6.924. Wash Clothes • • • 7.3 6.6 7.9 8.325* Cany K.rewood • • • 6.1 6.0 6.7 7.126. Carry Child • • • 5.0 5.3 5,8 6.0
27• Cany Water # • • 5.3 5.8 6.0 7.0
28. Carry Ilessages • ♦ • 5.5 5.7 5.7 7.9

Xhe age o f entzy inte such actiTities as cutting ̂  stripping and 
washing e f jute is  l i t t le  higher fer children erxginating from 
landless classesland 2 cempared te these children eriginating 
from economic classes 3 ftzid Xhe sole departure from the over-> 
a ll finding may be attributed to the following. Only 3 acres of 
land in the village is  given to jute cultivation & this is  mostly 
grown by the middle farmers for domestic consumption. Therefore, 
opportunity for employment of male children o f  the landless & 
subsistence farmers is  extremely limited.
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AOTIVITr
FBmJ£S

Landless
1&2«
(n«49)

I Economic 
class 3 

1 (n-29)
Economic ! 
class 4̂® 1 
(n=20) 1

1 Economic ^
! class 5&6̂  
1 (n»17)

BEQUnilSG ASS£!BS
1. ilck  Chillies 5.3 7.2 6.5 7.6
2, Dig Qnion/Potato 5,9 7.9 7.2
3, Cut Arum 4.9 6.3 6.2 6.9
1̂-, Cut Fooder 6.5 8.0 8.0 10.0
5* Q}end Fowl 5.2 7.0 7.0 8.2
6 . Weave Bamboo 7-1 7.5 10.0 8.7
7* Ĝ rind Spices 7.3 8.2 9.3 9.78, Grind Dal 7-1 8.4 9.2 9.7
9. HusktDekhx) 10.3 10.9 11.5 11.8
10. Weed 6.4 7.7 7.8 7.6
11. Parboil 9-6 10.0 9-9 10.0
nos B£QUIEIHG ABSEIS
12. Dry Eice 6.4 7.5 6.8 8.4
13. Winow Bice 7.1 8.1 8.8 10.7
14. Wash Dishes 5.5 5.9 6.3 7.5
15. Wash/Peel Food 6.2 7.0 7-9 8.2
16. Cook 7.9 10.2 10.5 11.4
17. Serve Meals 6.6 7.5 8.3 8.8
18. Svreep 5.3 6.0 6.1 6.6
19* Wash Clothes 5.7 6.7 7.5 7-520, Carry Firewood 5.1 6.4 6.4 6.4
21. Carry Child 5.0 5.1 5.8 6.3
22. Carry Water 4.9 5.7 6.0 7.2
25* Cany Messages 5.4 5.8 5.8 6.1

Deciaals tmr median ages were calculated using 
the femula:

L. + V 1̂ ( lU J)

Where, L. • lower limit o f  the aedian age group;
" Upper limit e f the same group;
« Jtequency o f the median age group;

H
C

jTreguenc7 or the medxan age f 
Size o f  ̂ item; and
Cumulative frequency ef the next lower 
greup.

00 indicates total absence of participation in ’ 
that activity.
a,b,c,d  ■ For detail, see Chapter 5* Section 5*3*5«
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tke analysis reveals that children of a ll 
classes begin the nest essential household and productive 
works at an early age* Qa an average, children o f both 
sexes begin their economically useful lives around age 8.
Male children, on an average, start household worts by 
age 7»7 and feuale children by 7*1* case o f directly 
productive activities aale children perforta most o f the 
productive works by an average age o f 9*6 and that of 
female children by age 8,7* With the advancement o f age, 
boys begin to participate in agricultural works, 3Siey 
start most of the cultivation works like ploughing, leve
ling, weeding, sowing, transplanting and harvesting etc, 
on an average by age 10,7, Similarly, by age 8.^ girls 
begin to participate in most o f the food preparation 
works- Studies conducted in Bangladesh (Oain 1977 
Khuda 1978)^ and elsewhere (Caldwell 1977a, White 1975,
T, Hull 1975* Okore 1977)^ also point out the young ages 
at li^ich children begin productive works in agricultural 
societies.
6 Cain, Mead ®. 1977, op. c it ,

Ehuda-e-Barkat, 1978 "Labour Utilization in a Tillage 
Economy of Bangladesh". Unpublished £%i.D. dissertation, 
Australian National University,

7 0,:>ldwell, John 1977® ”®ie Economic Hationality of High 
fe r t i l ity  s An Investigation Illustrated with Higer^n 
Survey” , Population Studies. Vol.SXSI, Bo.1 (March).
White, Ben̂ Jamin 1975 Economic Importance o f Children 
in a Javanese Tillage" in Ibni ITag (ed). PopulatioiL.aiid 
Social Qrgnwiaation. Ihe Hague: Houton Pliblishers pp. 127-1^*
Hull, T, 1975 op .c it .
Qkore, A.O. 1977 ”®ie Value o f Children among ILO Households 
in Nigeria: A Study o f ArochuJ^i Division and Urban Umuahia 
into Imo State". Unpublished Ph.D. Ihesis. Australian natio
nal University, Cai?.berra,
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6.2*2 Children's Time-inputs to Work

A great empliasls was given to collect the labour 
utilization o f children by allecating tiae in different 
work activ ities. As the economic benefits of fe r tility  
outcomes to parents are to a large ertent depend on the 
productivity of children in the context o f household 
econoDLic organization, tine-budgets were designed and 
exclusively used to record the allocation o f  time by 
children to different activities and the duration o f time 
spent in these activ ities.

ITiine-budget data were collected from every member 
aged 3 years and above of 103 households of the village 
(th is covers 50 percent o f the total households) in  the 
form o f  a sequential record o f respondents activ ities 
twice in  a month for fu ll one year (July 1979 to June 
1980), S!here were altogether ^78 persons in the age 
categories 3 years and above in the above households.
Of these, 2 ^  were male and the remaining 242 female.
Cix each v is it  the following informations were collected.

i )  Complete listing o f a ll types of work activ ities 
(General works, Harket production activ ities . Home pro
duction activ ities) for every person in the household aged
5 years and above, both inside and outside the family, 
farm and business, during the 24 hour period proceeding 
the v is it .
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ix ) Allocation of time to different t̂ rpes of
worlcs.

lota l werk~«ctlvities ef 478 respoMexits were 
classified under three bread categories:

Q
a) General works ,
b) Harket production activities^
c) Hone production activities'^^*
Ihough tiae allocation data on household members 

for a particular daj were collected mainly by intervie
wing the household members on the following day, yet these 
wore checked and supplemented by occasional observations.

8 General works include sleeping (in day time), personal 
bygine, religious and social activities* The time de
voted to schooling is  also included under 'general woj^s' 
category. However, time given te schooling is  showu 
separately from those given to sleeping, personal hygine, 
religious and social activ ities,

9 Directly productive activities (alternatively called 
market production activ ities) include only those works 
from which a household receives or expects to receive 
cash income.

10 Household maintenance activities Include a ll indirectly 
productive works. These activ ities, though do not direc
tly  oam money income, but participants to these acti
v ities by providing their valuable time (or service) to 
the family can save money income or free the adult 
members of the household te particpate in more productive 
activities#
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SQie average time-iuputs (in hdurs) per person, 
per day in different work activities of males and 
females are shewn in table 6»3 and table 6«4 respec- 
tivel;[r. Graphical illixetration of these tables are 
also shown in figures 6,1 and 6,2 respectively.

Items of works shown in tables 6.3 and 6*4- need 
further clarification , 2he third item under market 
productioii activity is the agricultural works/crop 
production. It includes a ll werks related to the pro
duction of fie ld  crops. Items like ploughing, leveling, 
muddling, weeding, sowing, transplanting, hoeing* laanu- 
ring, harvesting, threshing, parboiling and kitchen 
gardening etc. are included under this item. ’Fishing* 
includes activities like actual particij?ation in cat
ching fish , making of nets and operation of boats.
* (Tending animals* include works like grazing animals, 
clearing cowshed, cutting grass, milking cows and ten
ding of fowl and goats. *Sale* includes purchase of 
Sooda from different markets for sale, carrying of 
goods to the market and participation in actual selling 
activity in the market. *Wag« Iiabour* includes both 
agricultural and non-agricultural wage employment, 
•Construction and repair works' include maintenance 
and repair o f thatch, floor and walls ©f dwelling houses.
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'Oottage industxy* includes handicraft worlcs, weaving 
o f bamboos, caiipentaxy and sewing wor]cs. 'Other pro
ductive works' Include begging, collectien  o f  vegeta
bles, and forest products etc. Home production acti
v ities Include indirect productive works o f house
keeping and food preparation activities* Itens like 
marketing for consuotptlon, cooking, washing utenclls, 
collecting firewood, sweeping, laundering, bringing 
water, canying messages, carxTing child and serving 
patients etc. are included under this head.

Ihe data in table 6*3 indicate that average time 
spent in 'market production* and *hOBie production' acti
v ities  tend to increase sharply with the age up to 29 
years and thereafter i t  tappers o f f  gradually at a 
slower speed until one roached the vexy advanced age 
( i .e .  50 years and above) when participation in these 
activities fa lls  drastically. Time devoted to leisure 
and schooling tend to vary inversely with the ages in 
most cases and that at the vexy highest age ( i .e .  50 
years and above) tine devoted to leisure ( i .e .  sleeping) 
reaches the same level as that o f young children in the 
age group ^ 7* ^ 9  finding is  true for both male and 
female (see tables 6*3 and 6 .4 ). This is  also e jected*
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The time devoted to schooling by each child is 
viewed as an imreatnent time in this study. It has 
been included as an explanatoxy variable since the 
amount o f economic time a child could contribute to 
the household would be influenced by the amount o f 
time the child spends on schooling*

Ohildren in the lower age groups o f both sexes 
are found devoting more time in leisure and schooling. 
However, the time devoted to leisure far exceeds the 
time being devoted to scheeling. Hale children on an 
average spend much time on schooling than female ch il
dren. With the increase e f age, time given to schooling 
declines sharply and in case of females this fa l l  is  
more rapid than in case of males. Participation in 
schooling for female children almost ceases at ages 
11-15, hut some male children continue to study t i l l  
the ages 25-29. However, females »n average, spend 
more time on 'leisure* than males (see tables 6*3 said 
6 .0 .

Xhe findings are most rational in nature. A 
child is  found spending more time on leisure in the 
lower ages, because the scope o f his entrance to an 
activity relatively o f higher efficiency mt young 
ages is  limited. As such, at relatively young ages 
children are found attending school. With the increase
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o f age, his rasponsibillty tswaz^s his faally increases 
a2id. as a xresiilt his total time inputs to work begins to 
increase and the tine devoted to schooling declines. 
Girls tend to attend school upto 13 years o f age* After 
that age, parents stop sendizig their daughters to school 
due to religious obligations.

I t  can be seen from table 6.3 that male adults 
o f ages 30 years and above spend on an average 8.10 
hours per day in total market and home production ac
t iv it ie s . She bulk o f this time (5*39 hours) is  spent 
on market production activities and comparatively less 
time is  spent on homo production activ ities (2*31 hours). 
Children aged 3-7 years perform approximately more than
one-fourth o f these works as done an adult 30

i'
and above. Their work time increases to mo3?e than one> 
half of an adult (30 + years o f age group) by ages 8-10. 
By ages 11-13f they cooq^lote mere than three-quarters 
o f the adult's work and by ages 14-16 children's work, 
on average, exceed the total market and home produc&n 
works o f an adult.

I f  we consider alternatively, the average works 
o f male adult of ages 40 years and above (9.37  ̂ 8.10 
T 2 a 9.03 hours) relating to market and home produc
tion activ ities and compare i t  with children's work, 
then i t  w ill be found that children 8-10 years o f age 
are doing more than 30 percent of an adult's work.
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Dhaka University Institutional Repository



By ages 11-13 they complete almost 66 percent, by ages 
14-16 about 93 percent and by ages 17-19 their working 
hours exceed the total market and home production works 
o f an adult by more than 1.CX) hour.

It can also be observed from the table that male 
on an average spend more time on market production ac
t iv it ie s  than home production activ ities with the excep
tion o f the age group 5-7» reverse is true for
female (see table 6 .4 ). Boys from ages 11-13 upto ages 
17-19 are found spending more time «n tending animals 
than the adults. Adults, on the other hand, tend to 
spend more time on wage employment.

Upto the age o f 13 , boys are found spending appro-i| "
ximatoly more than 50 percent o f their work time of 
market production activity into three major works, such 
as, crop production, fishing and tending animals. After 
the age o f 13» attention is  diverted to wage employinent 
and increasingly more time is  used for that activity. 
Again, under home producrfcion activity, with the increaoe 
o f age, adults are found using more time in marketing 
and less time in child care.

OoQ^ariag the average time-inputs o f males in 
figure 6.3 with that of females in figure 6.4, two 
important differences emerge s
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i )  females spend nore tine on home production 
activ ities and less on market production activ ities}

i i )  the overall time utilization of females in 
different age groups are coB^aratively lower than 
those of males. She? spend unifoxmly less time in 
directly productive works*

Similar findings were also reported by Cain 
(1977)^^ from a time allocation study in a village in 
central Bangladesh, ^wever Cain found males and 
females were putting almost similar number o f hours 
to works per day at every age. But, in this study, 
wo find that males are putting more number of hours 
to work than females at every age.

She results in table 6.4 indicate that adult 
females, 40 years and above, are sponding, on an ave
rage, 8.13 hours per day in market and home production 
activ ities. !Qie bulk o f this time is  spent on home

331

11 Cain, Head T. 1977, «p. c i t .  pp.216-217.
Cain In his study found that "both male and female 
adults (aged 22-^9) work slightly more than nine 
hours per day on average. The bulk o f work time for 
men is  spent in directly productive work (8.0 hours), 
while the bulk o f work time for women is  spent in 
house work (7*^ hours). Although g irls  spend roughly 
the same total time working as boys at each age, th ^  
spend uniformly less time xxx directly productive work” .
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producticn activities (4.59 hours), while less is  spent 
on directly productive works hours). Pemale
children aged 5-7 years perform approxiawtely 35 per
cent of these works as dene by an adult women 40 years 
and above. With the increase of age, the working hours 
o f children also increase. As such, by ages 8-10, they 
complete more than 50 percent ©f these works, and by 
ages 11-13 they coaiplete almost three-quarters o f the 
works done by an adult, and by ages 14-16 they earn 
equal efficiency of an adult woman in performing home 
production and market production activ ities. Child care 
is  on activity, where young female children 8-10 years
of age are found devoting more time, and coeking is  an

1

activity where adult women 14 years and above, are 
faund spending mere hours.

The discussion o f the foregoing analysis can be 
sujnmarised by saying that children in the village (both 
boys Mid g ir ls ) spend more working hours both in market 
production and home production activities as they grow 
older. !The reverse is  found in case o f general works. 
!Eh3 overall time utilization o f males in different age 
{p̂ oups are comparatively more than those o f females* 
Females spend more time on home production activ ities 
and loss on directly productive works. With the inc
rease o f age, boys spend loss time in child care and
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more on crep production and waga emploTment. Sisii- 
larly, as g ir ls  becone older, they spend more time 
on food preparation and cooking. 14-16 years o f 
age ctLildren o f both, sex attain the equal efficiency 
o f an adult in perforaing home production and market 
production activ ities. %  ages 17-19 their working 
hours exceed to that o f an adult male or female in the 
village.

6.2.3 Work inputs by Sconemlc Class
Economic activities o f children when placed under 

different economic classes are found to vajcy. !Ehe 
pattern of work performed by children originating from 
different socle-economic background are not uniform. 
Children coming from higher economic class are assumed 
to perform white collar jobs (such as, management and 
sape.rvisoxy works) as against those coming from poor 
aconomic class. When children o f landless class are 
found engaged in works as 'wage labour', at that time, 
children of owners of productive assets are found 
engaged in supervision of cultivation works. Seeping 
a ll these factors into consideratien, the data o f work 
inputs of children in this study are placed by economic 
class.
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Table 6.3  presents tlie averftge werldjog hours 
o f cbHdrezL per person, per day in different werk 
activ ities by age* sex and ecenemic class. !Qie table 

^provides some interesting results. J irst. Bale ch il
dren of landless categeries 1 and 2, below the age 
20 are found devoting more tiiae to market and home 
prod-uction activities (together) than those o f the 
children originating from landed classes. By contrast, 
with few exceptions, male adults above the age 19 in 
the landless class are found spending proportionately 
less time in mai^et production activ ities than those 
o f the adults from landed classes. The result is  not 
suxprising. Because, children from the rich family 
attend school at earlier ages. This higher participa
tion of children in school o f  the rich land-ownizig 
classes usually delay their participation in produc
tive emplegrment coBĵ taring to those children origina
ting from landless classes (1 and 2 ). Moreover, the 
acquisition of more px^ductive assets and cos^letion 
o f education in most cases after primary level, 
permit the better o ffs  to devote more time in market 
production activities after the age of 20. Shis fin 
ding completely d iffers from the finding of Mead Cain 
(1977)^^. Cain in his study finds that males aged 10

55^

12 Cain, Mead T, 1977f op .c it , p .21?,
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and older from landless heu.seh«lds dm censiderabl^ more 
worli: than these frem the landed classes. In his opinion 
unequal control o f productive assets limits the early 
productive enploTVtent o f the poor, while perioitting such 
en^loydent among the better o f f .  But, in this study 
unequal control o f  productive assets do not liniit the 
ein l̂oymant o f children o f landless classes C1 and 2) in 
directly productive activ ities. Children o f landless 
classes are rather found engaged as wage labour, where 
productive assets are not owned b j them.

Sftftondlv. this shows a clear difference in general 
works activity between the children o f the landless aztd 
the landed classes. With few exceptions, male children 
of ti^ rich  land-owning households (upto 19 years of age) 
are found spending sore time in general works ( i .e .  on 
leisure and schooling) than male children of the landless. 
Shis occurs due to greater utilization o f time in school 
by the children of the landed classes. Boys from rich 
land-owning classes (particularly, to those o f economic 
classes 5 and 6) aged $-19 spend, on average, 5.21 hours 
per day in attending school and studying comparing to 2.12 
hours per day, on average, to those o f landless claBses 1 
and 2 (see table 6 .6 ).

Shlrdly, comparing to different economic classes, 
though the working-heurs of male children d iffers in 
absolute terms, yet within landless classes 1 & 2 and 
economic class 4, male children are found acquiring

557
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almost tbreo-quarters o f average tetal i^rk efficiency 
o £  an adult (40 years and above) by ages while
in case of econoaic class 5 ^ d  econeaic classes  ̂ & 6, 
they acquire mere than 60 percent o f an adult efficiency 

that stage. By ages 14-16 their total work efficiency 
(marlcet and home production activ ities together) exceed 
the average total work efficiency of an adult (40 + age 
groups) within a ll econonic classes, with the exception 
o f economic classes  ̂ and 6. In case o f economic classes 
5 and 6, this occurs in the age group 17-19. SPherefore, 
comparing the average nui^er o f hours worked o f male 
clLildxen relative to adults in each economic class, the 
contribution o f male children is  found equally s ign ifi
cant.

Jou:pthl;v. there exists an inverse relationship 
between economic status of a household and female work 
inputs, S'emale originating from poor economic class not 
only work longer hours but also participate more in 
directly productive economic activ ities compared to women 
originating from higher economic classes in almost every 
age-groups with the sole exception of the age group 5-7* 
She reasons are obvious* She poor cannot afford to s it  
id le . Shey have to work hard for their mere survival.
And in this fight against poverty women from poor economic 
classes also ^oin. Shey spend a considerable amount of 
time in wage employment, crop production and food
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preparation whioh the women in nost well-te-do house
holds do not used te perform.

Oomparing te nalee, feaales in a ll ecenonic 
classes de prepertienately mere works in heme produc” 
tion activ ities.

Again, in case e f female children, the? are equally 
found acquiring adult equivalent efficiency, like male 
children, within each economic class* Ihus, regardless 
of economic class, children both males and females, do 
a great deal of works and in terms of time-inputs (i.e*  
hours of work) they, in their yeung ages, acquire the 
adult-equivalent efficiency.

6.2.4 flonthly Breakdown o f Hme-inputs
II ' '

Bangladesh agriculture, the mainstream o f economy 
is  marked by seasonality. Ihe study village is  not an 
exception to i t .  It weuld be unwise to maintain that 
time-inputs of children are uniform in a ll months o f the 
year. She result o f this study is  divergent from all 
the traditional stero-type studies in the sense that i t  
shows the fluctuations o f time-inputs o f children which 
is  positively related with the tempo of agricultural 
activities in the village. Agiijultural operations 
must be carried out in time. Otherwise, produce would 
be adversely affected. lo meet this demand, adequate 
labour input is  necessary in time. Therefore, during
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peak agricultural seasons, a household with a greater 
number of 0000001108117 active menbers w ill be in a 
position to diversify and e ^ le it  multiple sources o f 
income. During the lean agricultural seasons, work 
activities usually decline.

lable 6.7  prevides a detail picture o f the monthly 
breakdown of tine-inputs o f males, ^ e  same is  repeated 
for females in table 6*d« Beth frea table 6*7 6.8
some interesting findings are meted.

i )  Time utilization in different activ ities (both 
market production and home preduction) are > net uniform 
in a ll  months e f the year.

i i )  Hales and females are found doing more works 
in busy agricultural seasons o f the year. Aus is usua
lly  sown or transplanted in ^ r i l  and Hay and harvested 
in August and September. Whereas, Aman is transplanted 
in July and August and harvested in December and January. 
Ihese are the peak agricultural seasons o f the year. IChe 

time-input data maintain its confermity with the peak 
agricultural seasons o f the v illage. Maximum number o f 
working hours, irrespective ef age and sex are recorded 
during these peak periods.

i i i )  During the slack months o f agricultural seasons 
( i .e .  October, Hevember, Sebruaiy, March) tiae-inputs 
in different activ ities recorded a sharp fa ll  for both 
males and females (see tables 6,7 and 6«8).
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lA  O  O cx<
flo ru

s s
«Q #<
Ip 

•  *
r -  OJ 
» A

5- K « •lA

OJ # (V Q r* rg lAf̂  k0 S0 m IA«SJ O OiAr-»AT-»Af-»A T- S* • • » « « - • • • « ■ •  m »
vDvC r*T'lAiArijiiX> *a  #

(?\OJ r̂ kArACW v£) ^ fVJ «J ĉkA»A»A#* • • • « • • • • • • «
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The findings, therefore, suggest that partici
pation in different activ ities ge up and d»wn with 
peak and lean of agricultural seasens. In otherwords, 
increased hours o f work are positively related with 
peak periods and decreased h»urs with slack periods o f 
the year.

Considering a ll works, average werking hours o f 
a boy o f 5-7 years of age, varies from 14.48 hours in 
December to that ef ‘11,09 hours in February. The 
difference is about 3*39 hours. Considering only pro
ductive works (both market and home), the average 
working hours varies from 3-17 hours in January to 1.00 
hour in February, indicating 2.17 hours o f difference.

IThis variation o f working hours, during the peak 
and slack agricultural seasons of the year is  more or 
less uniform in a ll age and sex groups.

Considering total works, an adult 25-29 years 
o f age, spend on average 18.19 hours in December and
16.05 hours in Harch. The difference is  recorded as
2.14 hours. Similarly, considering only productive 
works (both market and home), the average working hours 
varies from 13,26 hours in December to 10.52 hours in 
March and June, indicating a difference of 2.34 hours.

In case o f an adult 50 years and above, the 
maximum difference of working hours between peak (16,47 
hours in December) and slack (10.08 hours in flarch)
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agricilltural periods Is recorded as 6*39 hours o f a ll 
works and 4.30 hours for productive works (considerizig 
10,39 hours o f productive works in Becenber and 5*49 
hours in Ilarch).

Oonsideriog oaly productive works (both market 
and home), the average working hours o f a male adult 
o f 40-49 years o f age varies from 11,52 hours per day 
during the peak agricultural season o f December to 7*27 
hours per day during the slack agricultural season of 
Harch, ladicatiAg 3*25 hours o f difference. Children 
aged 5-7 years perform about one-fourth of these produc
tive works in December and one-fifth  o f these works ini|
Harch* ages 8-10, their work time increases close 
to 50 percent o f an adult in December and March* ^  
ages 11-13t ^hey complete almost three-fifth  o f an 
adult's work in December and three-fourth in Harch and 
by ages 14-16 children's productive activ ities increases 
to 87 percent in Deceniber and in Harch i t  exceed the 
productivity o f an adult by 25 percent* At ages, 20-24 
children's time-inputs to work exceed the adults work 
only by 8 percent in December.

In case o f females, considering total works, a 
g ir l 11-13 years of sige, work on average 17*27 hours 
in December and 11*11 hours in Harch, indicating a 
difference o f 6*16 hours* But, with respect to pro
ductive works (both market and home) her maximum working
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hours stand 9*0  ̂ hours in Ddoember and minimum working 
hours 3*02 hours in Hsrch, She difference is  calculated 
as 4*05 hours. ®ie same trend is  fellewed with respect 
to other age groups.

Considering only productive works (both home and 
market), the average working hours o f a female adult of 
40-JI9 years o f age varies from 11. CW- hours in December 
and 3.2^ hours in February. The difference is  2.39 hours. 
Comparing this productive time-ii^>uts o f a female adult 
(40-49 age group) with children's work, it  is  found that 
female children 5-7 years of age are doing 58 percent of 
these works in December and 23 percent in February. 
ages 8-10, they c o l le t e  almost 62 percent o f the works 
o f an adult women in December and 35 percent in February. 
By ages 11-13* they ceiq>lete almost 82 percent o f works 
in December and 55 percent in February. 14-16 years 
o f age, their time contribution increases by 92 percent 
o f an adult women in December and 70 percent in February. 
By ages 17-'19» they reach adults equivalent efficiency 
in December ( i .e .  99 percent) and almost close to that 
efficiency in February ( i .e .  91 percent). At ages 20-24, 
their total time contribution in productive activ ities 
exceed the productive time contribution o f an adult tinmen 
by 6.7 percent in December and they reaches adult equi
valent efficiency in February by that age lim it.
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Prom the above anally s is , i t  appears that male 
children acquire adult equivalent efficiency at earlier 
ages (14-16 years) than female children (17-19 years). 
However, adult equivalent efficiency cenes earlier in 
peak perieds in case e f females (l?-^9 years) comparing 
those o f males (20-24 years).

Thus, in representing time-utilizatien data o f 
children of a rural econeii^, one should be cautious 
about the seasonality of child labour ferce participa
tion* Data collected froa three months' or six months' 
study may effect the total working hours o f children* 
Ihus, in estimating the net productivity o f children, 
their labour efficiency during different agricultural 
seasons of the year must be considered*

6.2.^ Seasonality in Vork-inputs by Ecanooic Class
Work-igputs o f children not only vaasy by seasonal 

variations in agriculture, but this seasonal variation 
is  also fdund to vary by oconomic class* f̂hough parti
cipation of children in different activ ities go iq> and 
down in the peak and slack agricultural months o f the 
year, yet, time contribution o f children originating 
from different secio-oconomic background are found to 
vary*
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Children •rigiBating frra lazidless households 
usually de nere verks duriag peak agricultural seasons, 
coi^pariog te these e f  big land ewsixig classes* In slack 
agricultural nenthst the werk activ ities of peer children 
USUQII7 ge dewB. The results are ebvieus. Because, poor 
children eriginating fren landless class aoxmall^ devote 
more time and e^ipleit oultiple sources o f income when 
timing of the peak opportunities o f different income 
sources coincide. Whereas, during slack agricultural 
seasons, they normally remain unemployed due to non
availability works*

Considering the above facts, this study analyse 
the data in such a way as to show the seasonal variation 
o f work-iiq>ut8 o f children by economic class. Detail 
monthly breakdown o f average time-inputs (in hour) per 
person, per day o f males and females by economic class 
under different age groups aro presented in table 6.9 

table 6.10 respectively.
Jindiage o f the tables based on males suggest 

that with few exceptions, males in landless classes i  
and 2 are found devoting more time in productive acti
v ities  (both market and hone) in peak agricultural 
periods o f the year coi^paring to those o f econoitb 
classes 3 and 6. Given the prevailing agricultural
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8»: ;ssR«9^? ftSPŜ r »•««*•••• ■ * • • •

» ? 8^8 • • • « * * « « ^  «

3 !̂RPX?#PJJ JtRSJ 3,
r  r  r  r  9*

a ? ??sa • • * • * «
[ «S «f\ M «l

a ^ s
?S

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



I

T-I *.

I I
Ij

V 'i

* * ". ®  ̂  ̂  ̂ f  8 5 *
’" » “ *-«“ ^ r ' f “ *“ T-r‘ T - T - 0 ^r*

«r v ^ tr s fT \ < ^ irH r r fK N K > fr< t ir \ K \ ^ «r >

sas8?F?! ;8?8S^;«• • « • • • « » » * « « » •
.
 ̂ i B0«( M0f 40«i r ^^pr \ ^0M%

I « c * r % r H . M H r ' . c s . « « r v « » r \ r w
.

 ̂ S«g«3i,3 ?̂,8?R?!|r:S?  ̂>1 • » • » • • ■ • • • ■ • • •

Um' I

I

!

T*tv • O T* T" * r * r - O ^ K \ ^r  r- ^ T- r  r  r  r- r-

S»r*»SJJS?&y*S;• • ■ • • • » • • « • • « «
^  »r\ r- 0 i r s i r » ^ 0 K \ ^ 0 ^ r - « <  

^ T- f- ^ T" T* ITI r-
r

?»Sa?8S8l&8R8a5

« v ^ r g p a T ’ Q r - M % 0 * N t f > r Oi - o « T v ^ r i r , i r < # 0 0

w\

S??X?5!SSSS*?SR

X ? S » Js 8 ? S S Dk R a R
• • « • • • • • ■ ? ■ • • •

r > ^  r v i T i *  ir» »rs ^  i t n o i a'T ^  ^  ^  r  r

f8R?aj; j^f!P??S8R
T-

? ” « 5 " J « * * ° *
RRSft8??Pf?;p!5?F
( M # K f x r * « v f v o i v - r « n r M < N « r «

-  r  w '  ^  ^  r

'^RS&*XRS58?itS?

r .
:cf-

~ S  ̂  ̂  ̂ ^
o* T- r* r< c# T- T* «  ĉ
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C'-'O t- T*C'-r̂ T- t-ĉ sO r  r r r r r r r r - r ' T T - T - t ' ^ r  
T-

i
a

T*

i
<v•
Vi

vOO ^ rg '̂ p^oy <f Q'p r* »r» t- 
i~T-^00 r-^OOT"T“ r- 

« * * • • • • • « « • • • •
«r <f jMj>*a- *f o\flir\«ii^ if\ <N

»
a
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^ r  T~

Â
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5R5!f}S'?3Ŝ ?}58S
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3'l?35?Ŝ R?,y?;£̂ 8R
o  o  CD V  r̂ r̂ r- ô co r- co
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ĉ \i) \o \oc* ĉ^\D *i> \D r*>N0 r̂ Q vp

J3?!Kr;?8RlSaRlS»S?5̂
M\#r%4M(M ^  lO T *  OJ KN K N t- PTsrf CM

r  r  V - r r - 1  
if\L*\ rg  ic\ o  CM r\) UN lA  K\ 4

T- m L T i< ^ \© r* 0 « 0  vC 
^ kKo (A^O r- i7SiA< iht̂  rvO 

» • * • • • • • • « • « * «
<M % D C^O a>‘ ff\ ^  o  t t  f^ tf\r-T ’ X ^ ^ f -T 'r  T* t- f-t“ l/N T-

0 \ 0  f S i r T -  sfi04K \yC
r -  ry MNrg

g?̂ ??S&SPS??SJ€? • * * • «  • • • •  • • « • •
eg o j  r -  rg»f\*f\T - r -  o j  

p r so a c * -^  r o ^ # « r M  r - r  'f l v p t y ' 
• * • • • * • » • • • • * •

K \ rj iT sO N rjra  ^  ^  k \4T\^kn

5̂ ?Rlil?5»a?3-S&SS
« * « * « • • • • • • • • *

*r^K ^O  O  O  O  W  O  #  V2 KN
T - T 'r - T “ t - ' - t - T “ t - f -  t -  T- J S t-

<0 O CDKXfOr' CD >i> lAcO
CN-CN-i/N̂ 0 CD ̂  tA ^ rg

tb

o  #  *-
■• r* ftj
• • «

r - f g T - ^ K N K ^ r * T - f - T - * ~ r g T - T -
ry

O 0 r j s p ^ ' * > 0 «  t f s c p o o c ^ e o  
• « « • • • • « ■ • • • • •

>£\tt i t  *^ .£>

- i

o
R

■

t
ee;

Pt
td

4

«

i■
*

n

4 . ^

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



system o f the c9untT7, snail land holdiogs, seasonalit7 

in agricultoral crop, fluctuations in employment <^po2»- 
tunities and peer ecenemic cenditiens, meabers o f landless 
households ( i  and 2) w ill try to seize the aaximum benefits 
during the peak agricultural seasons when opportunities 
to earn lacotae from multiple sources coincide* Thus, 
unequal control o f productive assets though encourage the 
better o f f  to dovote more time in production activ ities» 
yet i t  does not limit the productive employment o f poor 
in the peak agricultural seasons. With the increase of 
age (after the age of 19 years), though male adults of 
landless classes 1 and 2 are found working fewer hours on 
average and spending proportionately less time in market 
production activ ities than the adults from landed classes 
5 and 6, yet, considering from the point o f view o f peak 
agricultural seasons, male adults, in most cases, of land
less classes i  and 2 are found working more hours and 
contributii^ more time in market production activ ities, 
than those of landed classes 5 &̂d 6*

Considering only two busy months, December and 
January, the average differences in productive work hours 
(both market and home) between the highest (economic classes 
5 and 6) and the lowest (landless classes 1 and 2) economic 
classes for males ages 8-10 and older, with only few excep
tions, is  calculated as 2*28 hours in December and 1*5^ hours
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in January. example * in case o f 8-10 years age
group, the difference is 1.39 b.ours in December and ,46 
hourg in January5 for 11-13 ag® group, ,20 hours in 
December and ,26 heura in January; for 1^16 age group, 
5.32 hours in December and 5*09 hours in Januaiy; f&r 
17-19 age group, 3,01 hours in December and 2*05 hours 
in Januaiy, Eie trend is  more or less same with an 
exception of two age groups t i l l  i t  reaches to tha last 
a£e limit o f 5O ( f i f t y )  years and above, where the di
fference is  recorded as 2*11 hours in Deeember and 1.02 
hours in January. It has been observed from the sample, 
that most o f the persons o f 20-24 age groups o f landless 
classes 1 and 2 are noa-agricultural workers, who used 
to v is it  Sylhet to%m for seeking Jobs ani those o f 40-49 
years are engaged in petty trade. As a result, work- 
inputs o f these two age groups of landless classes 1 and 2 
are found lower conpariiag to those of economic classes 
5 and 6.

With regard to females, the findings of table 6.10, 
however, suggest that lower the cultivable land area o f 
the household, the higher is  the total tine utilization 
and rate o f participation in peak agricultural seasons 
o f the year. With few exceptions, females in landless 
agricultural households are found devoting mere time both 
tn market and home production activities in peak agricul
tural periods o f the year than their counterparts o f
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landed classes, Oonsideriag oiily two buay months,
December and Januaiy, the difference in total number 
of work hours between the lowest (landless classes 1 
and 2) and the highest (economic classes 5 6) land
ovming classes for females ages 3 ^ears and over is 
approximately 2.24 hours in December and 2.1? hours in 
Januarj .̂ Females o f landless households in most ages, 
pairbicularljr at the middle and higher ages, spend a 
greater part of their time in wage employment and crop 
production which the female of landed households do net 
need to perform. In peak periods, agricultural activity 
increases and the seasonal opportunity to diversify and 
e ^ lo it  multiple sources o f income encourage poor women 
to work more hours to augment their subsistence living,

6,2,6 Effects of Family Size on Children’ s Work-inputs 
It is  generally assumed that with the increase of 

the size of family, working hour per child w ill diminish. 
Thus, smaller families with smaller number o f children 
are assumed to do more works than those in larger fami~ 
lies* In order to find out the validity behind this 
assumption, the time-input udita o f a ll unmarried children 
were presented by family size, ffable 6,11 shows the dis
tribution of working hours o f own children*^^ by family size*
13 Own children refers to a ll unmarried children who are 

currently residing with their parents, in their parents 
households.
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She ab«ve assunptism is n*t f«und valid in the 
present study. The findings •£ the table exhibit a 
positive relatiezLskip between average werlc ix^uts and 
number ef ohildren. It can be seen frem the table 
that higher the nunber e f  children residing in a par
ticular fanily, the higher is  the average work-inputs 
of children, Thus, children in large families are 
considered net less but m ere preductive than these in 
small families. This is ,  perhaps, due te the following 
reasons s

i )  She presence e f older children, in large fami
lie s , may encourage young ones to participate in a ll 
Idjids of work}

i i )  Young children in large families participate 
in time-consuming household works and free the adults 
to participate in more productive activ ities;

i l l )  As families grows large, adults and older 
children work outside in order to maximise their labour 
efficiency, children then assume a greater responsibi
lity  for household tasks. Households with a small 
number of children w ill tend to t ie  the women to domes
t ic  chores, while lai^e families can bo liberating to 
adult women and advance the stage of household economy.
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360

Di8t 2*ibuti*n vr*rkiag h»urs, per person, 
per day « f  own children, rosidiiLg la parents 
heusehelds by family size

Activity 0-1 2-3 4-5 6+

General works 7.14 7.07 6.57 6.35
I'Zarket production 
activity 3.18 3.20 3.42 4.21
Home production 
activity 3.06 3.33 3.38 4.19
Sotal works 13.38 14.00 14.17 15-15

1 It includes leisure tioie.

When time-input data, sheim in table 6.11 are 
presented by ecenemic class (Table 6*i2), i t  also 
represents a pesitive relatienship between the 
size o f the family and the werk ii^uts o f children*
It can be seen from the table that with the increase 
o f family size by land holding status, werlc-inputs 
o f children also increases. In one children family, 
in laMless classes 1 and 2, a children is  found 
devoting, on average ^.21 hours per day in productive 
worlcs (taken together both market and heme production 
a ctiv ities), as against 6,24 hours in 2-3 children 
family, 7*0? hours in 4-5 children family and 8.18 
hours in a family where 6 and above number of ch il
dren are residing. She same trend is  observed in 
case of other economic classes. Vhat is  important to
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n«te is  that with the increase o f family size and land
holding status worlc contnhatien per child increases.

Xhas family size has a positive effect en ch il
dren's total economic tine, implying that as the fa iily  
size increases, the economic time contribution per child 
to the family increases. For leisure time, as the 
family size increases, leisure per child to the family 
decreases. HMs may be the result of increased time 
contribution o f children in productive works which mini
mises the average work-iaputs o f a household. This 
finding rejects the hypothesis of chayanov who postulates 
positive association between time given to leisure and 
size of the family.

6.2.7 Worlc inputs of a household by Son and Daughter
In rural Bangladesh, sons are preferred for various 

economic, social and religious reasons. It is assumed 
that sons provide the family labour and they eventually 
assume the responsibility for the household and the 
running of the farm themselves. They are expected to 
help their parents in old age as the daughters usually 
marry out and are less likely to provide financial 
support. Sons are also preferred for continuation of 
family name and for carrying out the funeral and post 
funeral activities for their deceased parents. Work 
inputs of a household by son and daughter are presented 
in table 6. I 3. The table indicates the different work-
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inputs of a houseb»ld froa liavlBg a s*m and daugliter.
The data o f the table were taken frem heasehelds 
having "only sons” and "enly daughters'*. In the study 
village, only 18 households were found having *only a©n(s)'

Average worlc-inputs o f a household, per person,
per day, of son and daughter by age, in a village 

comatunity in Bangladesh
m  u«3 '7;— j   ̂ -oiiLnriUTaum (n -^ j"

363

AGE GROUP (number of Househelds«13j (number o f households^lO)
G.W. MPA HPA I.W. ! G.V. IIPA HPA T.W.

- - ----------- ■ - ■ ■ i . --------------------------------------------

5-7 10.28 .59 1.10 12.37 9.43 1.18 1.31 12.32

8-10 8,19 2.46 2.25 13.30 7.59 1.22 3.29 12.50

11-13 8.2? 2.45 2.20 13.32 6.51 1.34 4.39 13*W
1^16 6.43 7.01 2.17 16.01 5.49 2.18 5-59 I 3.O6

17-19 5.22 8.10 2.41 16.13 - - - -

20+ 5-08 8.30 2.51 16.29 — - - -

G,V« General Morks; 11«P.A» Karlcet Production Activity; 
HPAa Home Productien Activity; !C.W» Total Works.

as against 10 households having 'only daaghter(s)'• A 
total o f 37 sons and 29 daughters were recorded. The 
findiiags of the table suggest that household(s) with 
only sonCs) are doing more works and devoting more tiae 
than those with only dai^hterCs). Work inputs o f sons 
in a ll age groups so?e found more comparing to those o f
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daogliters* Jsilgher average werlc-inpats •£ s«ns
compared to daughters in the village is  related te the 
fact tliat sons contribute te the Tamilies reseurces by 
working on the families* farm and perform more directly 
productive works than daughters. All agricultural 
activ ities beginnlag from ploughing to harvesting are 
performed by sous, while daughters engage mostly im food 
preparation aM household works* Sons are also found 
attending scliool more than daughters. 3Ms may also 
account for higher average total working hours o f sons 
than daughtors in a household.

!Ihe time allocation data when further broken down 
into dc@nooiic classes and represented under similar 
differential work-inputs of *ob3̂  son(s)' and *only 
daughterCa)* characteristics (see table 6.14), they 
indicate that the more closely the households approaches 
to landlessaoss, the less work is  done by the adults (20 
years and above). It appears that children, particularly 
sonsf upto 19 years of age from poor households allocate 
more time to income earning production time, than do 
their richer counterparts. The result is obvious.
Becausef sons from landed class tend to attend school 
at earlier age and this limit the early productive ^ 
employment of sons from a rich family. Again, completion 
of primary education and acquisition of productive assets
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Detail l)reakdowi o f average w«rlc-isputs « f  a household 
per person, per d ^ , o f s«ns and daughters, by economic 

class in a village c#iaiaun.ity in Bangladesh
^ — m g ' m  (n«i-i'j ----------  o m  Muouim'in^^'j—
AGE GEO0P (number af bouaehelds«S) Cnoalier o f hougeholds«3) 

G*W. MPA HPA I.W. G,W. I'lPA EPA I.W.

365

5-7
8,10

11-13
1M 6
17-19
20+

10.27 1.10 1.18 12.55
8.15 2.52 2.31 13-38
6.10 7.50 2.22 16.22
4 .^  7.51 3.42 16.21

9.12 1.4-1 1.52 12.45
7.10 1.54 4.27 13.11

5.05 2.21 7.10 14.34

iXiCMCmC oina: soH (a«8) o ra  DAUGHISR (n-6)

5- 7 8-10 
11-13
14-16
17-1920+

8,24 2.40
8.10 2.49

5.22 8.10 
5.31 7.52

2.19 13-23
2.47 13.46
2.41 16.13 
3.11 16.34

9.51 1.17
6.20 1.42
5.57 2.32

1.32

5T07
5.42

12.40
13709
14.11

EOOlTOritC 
CI.&SS 4

OHIiT SOU (n=8) 0Mb: DAUGHOEaS Cn-6)

5- 7 8-10 
11-1314-16
17-1920+

10.36 .57

8.30 2. 5a 
6.50 7-02
5.12 8.50

1.10 12.43

2.14 13-42
2.17 16.09
2.40 16.42

8.19 1.24 
7.22 1.27

3.02
4.11

12.45
13.00

EocMomc ( 
ASSES

3L- 0B3Z SON <h»10) OHIiT DAUGHaSERS (n«S)

5- 7 
8-10 

11-15
14-16
17-1920+

10.22 .52 
8.42 2.28
7.10 6.12
5.29 9.28

1.02 12.16
2.20 13.30 
2.13 15.55
1.52 16.49

10.07 -56
8.27 1.07
6.28 2.02

1.10
2.58
5.04

12.13
12.32
I 5T34

G.W* General Worlcs: MPA = Ilarket Production A ctivities; 
HPA *= Home ^reduction Activities; T.W. = Total Works.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



pexnlt th« 8ona o f lasd«d households to derote more time 
in productlTo activ ities after the age o f twenty.

In case o f daughters« the data indicate that the 
nore closely the hooseholds approaches to landlessnessf 
the more work is  done daoghters* Daughters from poorer 
households spend aore time on vage-employnent and household 
activ ities which the daughters o f landed households do not 
need to perform*

However, a con flict is  found among the villagers 
relating to the desire for a small family on the one hand 
and sex preference on the other. Hlnety two percent o f 
parents in the village having one daughter, want at leairt 
three sons, as against eighty four percent o f parents 
having one son, do not want any daughter t i l l  tbs desire 
nuid)er o f three sons aM bom* Altema'Uvely, majority 
o f the parents helow three sons do not want any daughter 
and parents with one daughter want at least three sons* 
9ms, parents in the village were not found to control 
their fe r tility  t i l l  their sex preference is  achieved*
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6.3 funa 9f

The pvodactlTlty and labaar e fflo ia n ^  o f oblldren 
and adults in differant oeciipatlons o f the stady Tillage 
have l>Mii ostiaated on tba basis o f an intenstre ixnrasti- 
gation o f 108 botuebolds with the "Une-bodget sehedale” 
for more than a 7«ar. Ghildran in the Tillage were found 
participating in T a r i o o s  d i r e o t l j  p r o d u c t iT e  and faoasehold 
maintenance aetiTities from t h e  e a r l7 age o f 3 or 
£ ^ le  6.15 indicates t h a t  t h e  intensity o f work o f children 
rises steeply orer early adolescence and approaches close 
to tha^ o f an adalt (40-49 years o f age group) by ages 14-16.

l ib it  ^t15
ATerage time-eapenditure (in  hoars) per person^ 
per day by age and sex on prodactive activ ities  
X i.e . both market and home production' a ctiv ities)

367

AGE GSCCP
"T n n sr 3BHAZSS

H.P.A. H.P.A. f.W. H.F.A. H.P.A* I.V .
5“  7 .35 1.31 2.06 1.06 1.48 2.54
8-10 2.39 2.04 4.43 1.09 3.28 4.37

11-13 3.26 2.44 6.10 1.39 4.36 6.15
14-16 6.34 2.47 9.21 2.13 6.08 8.21
17-19 7.33 2.47 10.20 2.21 6.37 8.58
20-24 8.20 3.17 11.37 2.46 7.06 9.52
25-29 8.53 3.04 11.57 2.46 7.34 10.20
30-39 8.16 2.00 10.16 3.42 6.51 10,53
40-49 7.49 2.08 9.57 3.50 5.55 9.45
50+ 5.39 2.31 8.10 2.37 4.04 6.41

-  Harket f^roduction A ctivity; H.P.A -  Home f^roduction 
Activity} I*V » Sotal Haxket*
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9m data reAaot th« cosdltlozis o f woxks o f children 
In village ttii^archar* Bat thia participation o f children 
in prodactire aetiT ities is  a partial pictore o f the whole 
story* Bare Icnowledge in participation level w ill not 
adequately answer the qaestiona related to value o f ch il
dren* Ve moBt know the intensity o f inrolveaent in tem s 
o f productivity and also whether children produce more or 
consuiae aore when this production/consoqption ratio changes. 
I t  is  yet pre-Bature to make aî * fin a l jodgoient on this 
issues but a niaber o f observations can be made on the 
basis o f information received in  the coarse o f our study*

I t  is  extremely d ifficu lt to measure tlie productivil^
•ii

and labour ̂ efficiency' o f children in absolute term* How-
ever* the productivity and labour efficiency o f cbildren

' ' t ‘ 1 relative to adult efficiency can be measured bg|̂ considering
( i )  the age o f entry into a particular a ctiv ity , ( i i )  the 
average number o f hours spent in various productive acti
v itie s , and ( i i i )  the approximate financial return per 
day o f labour in the various occupations*

She mean and median ages at whioh unmarried ch il
dren four years and above begin different economic acti
v ities  are shown in tables 6*1 and 6*2* Generally, e f f i 
ciency o f children in performing certain a ctiv ities do 
not vary greatly at relatively young ages* However, once 
thay start working, thmir efficiency increases, and with 
the increase o f age they attain maturity and perfection*

568
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She data in tabla 6.1^ ixuUoates that children 
of hoth saxes work for long hoars at earlj ages of 8*
Hale children aged 14-16 years work, on average« as 
long as or longer than adults (40<i-)* Girls Isgr ages 14 
or 15 also work to those of an adult vonen ISmsy
wi1& the increase of agei the average mmher of hoars 
spent in various productive activities increases sleeply 
and 13|7 age 14- or so children of both sexes attain almost 
adult efficiency*

Sable 6.16 somaerises the approxiaate average 
financial return per person, per dsj by age group. She 
data on average daily wage were collected fron our "incoae- 
expenditure schedule”*

It should, however, be reaeiibered that wage rate '' 1 : - oannot determine accurately the labours efficiency, be
cause, e^ployaent relations are closely related with 
variety of social relations*

Detail information relating to wage data were 
collected in the plot by plot survey during the peak 
agricultural seasons of the year, irtiereas during the 
lean periods wage data were collected by interviewing 
the wage earners through our incoae-expenditure schedule* 
She cost of aeal and payment in kind were also calculated 
on the basis of quantity received at the prevailing
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narket prloe o f comioodltles • IRie seasonal variation o f 
harfost and sovlng retaxns o f labour froM both crops are 
evident fro« the table 6»16* Ihe average d a llj’ wage vas 
recorded as ttarlwim in  the nonths o f Beceaiber and Januaxgrt 
which were the jAngji haxvestlng seasons o f the v illa g e» 
whereas during the lean Months o f Tebruaxyt June and 
October wage rates were recorded a sharp fa l l .  The data 
o f table 6*161 however* suggest that by age aale
children acquired a level o f efficien cy which is  aore than 
73 percent to that o f an adult (40-f) in  a ll aonths o f the 
year.

Islde froa cultivation^ which requires household 
resources (like land and c o i t a l )  or high retusn occupa
tions (such as harvesting and wage labour), the access o f 
nale children in other directly productive a ctiv ities earn 
equal efficienogrt at nuch earlier age* to that o f an adult. 
A ctivities like aniaal care, handicrafts and saall-scale 
trade are performed e fficien tly  by young boyes 7-d years 
o f age and their work efficiency in these Jobs are no less 
Inferior to that o f an adult*

Calculation o f work efflcieney o f females is  a d i f f i 
cult task. Women mostly perform household activ ities*
There is  l i t t le  scope for women in the village to work out
side* As such, wage-enqployment is  limited* Only in few 
cases, women are found engaged as maid-servants in  some few
15 Sally wage rate rises to Taka 12 plus two meals a day du

ring harvesting and Aaa transplanting* Jbr har
vesting and iltaa transplaj^ng, the rate is  Taka 10 plus 
two meals for an adult (40't>)* Cost o f per meal is  found 
to vary from Taka 3 to Taka In slack agricultural months 
no meal is  provided by the esq^loyers*
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w ell-to-do houses within the village and oatside. In case 
o f women, labour naiket is  sore Imperfect with respect to 
wage detexttination and access to eostloyBent. in  atteapt 
was made to calculate the arerage daily wage o f females 
in the post harvest period o f Asian crop. She data are 
presented in table 6.2'd. Vage data for women in other 
monthfi were not available* Voaen, in general, were found 
to earn efficien cy innaediately after entering a job .
Here age w ill not stand as a barrier* Host o f the cOBBon 
household tasks which woven perfoxa, such as washing, 
sweeping, child care, carzying water, carzying firewood 
etc. Soon after entering these activ ities a young g ir l 
earn equal efficiency to that o f an a^ilt woaen* In soae 
o f the .a ctiv ities, such as, cooking, husking, grinding 
etc* age, pfaysical stre i^ h  and body weight areirequisite . 
pre-conditions which lia it  the entxy o f a young g ir l to 
these occupations*

Host o f the household works o f w>aen are interlinked 
and these are o f shorter duration* A young g ir l may be 
found e fficien t in one particular task, but she may be 
less e ffic ien t in the con^lete functioning o f the work* 
Therefore, work efficiency of woaen is  best judged by 
the overall perfozoance, rather than for specific activ i
ties* Vith the increase o f age and n atu ri^ , women develop 
managerial sk ill and this increase their efficiency*
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6«4 Qost Qf Oliild rftnring In ttiiyarohar

It is  genorall? bellovod that higher f«rtiX lt7  In 
less developed coantries» arises £roni the fact that an 
average benefits o f parents fron having children are re
latively greater than the cost o f bearing and raising then* 
3his b e lie f appears to be supported by various studies 
(Cain 1977t Hall 1975# Hag aI* Barkat 1978)'*® 
eTamining the pliycbological and econoaic returns and cost 
o f children*

the purpose o f this section is  to give some eq^irical 
content o f the costs o f children and to exanine the net 
econoitic value o f children on the basis o f this e ^ ir ic a l 
results.

6«4>*1 Economic Ts Bon-econoioic Costs || i I
Costs correeponds to the disadvantages o f children.

In general« these refer to irtiat parents nust give op or 
sacrifice to obtain the benefits fron children. In short, 
a ll negative general values o f children are included under 
costs.

373

16 Cain, Mead I .  1977* op. c i t ,  pp.201-207.
Hull, I.H. 1975« op .c it .
Vag,H»ni, Ben;jaiain H.P. White and B.C. Peet, 197B| op.cit« 
pp.293-306.
Shuda-e-Barfcat, 1978, op .c it .
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9Ri« costs o f  children can be broadljr divided ander 
two heads, viz* ( i )  Economic Costs* and (2) Bon>ficonoBic 
Costs* Eeonomic costs, in tom , is  further divided into 
( i )  Direct maintenance costs and ( i i )  indirect or oppor
tunity costs (Esphenshad 1977; Leibenstain 1974, HaeXler 
1972)^^. Ihe expenditure incurred on food, clothing, 
edacation and medicine asually fa l l  onder direct maintenance 
costs* G^portonit^ costs, on the other hand, reflects 
the opportunities which parents forgo on account o f having 
children* Parents may forgo some o f  their consumption 
expenditure, savings or investment, or they may relinquish 
some o f their valuable time in child-care activ ities , 
which may reduce their participation in income-earning 
activities* igain, noi^economic costs are purely paycho- 
log ica l in nature* , It  reflects the p«yohological burdens 
(such as : anxiety over children's health and future wel
fare, frustations over misbehaviour etc*) which children 
impose on parents* But, here an attempt is  made to deal 
only with the direct economic costs o f raising children*
17 Ssphenshade, Ihomas J* 1977 "®he Value and Cost o f  Chil

dren", Population Bulletin, Tol*32, Ho.1 C ^ r il, pp*3-47*
Leibenstaln, Harvey 1974 "In Intexpretation o f the Economic 
Iheoxy o f Yertilityt Promising Path or Blind Alley?" Jour
nal o f Sconomic literature 12(2), pp*457-^79 (June)*
Mueller, Eva 1972a, "Economic Costs and Talue o f Children: 
Conceptualization and Measurement" in J*J* Pawcett (ed)«
The Satisfactions and Costs o f Children, Honolulu t East- 
West Center Press, p*182*
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6*4«2 Direct Halntttiiaiice Costs

Table 6*17 provides certain infozBations on direct 
maintenance costs o f children. Here airerage expendltore 
Incorred on food Items per person^ per day and those on 
education, clothing and medicine per person, per month 
is  presented* Ihe table indicates a positive relation
ship between food costs and age of the respondents represen- 
ting lower espendltore on food items at lower ages • Ihe 
same relationship is  found true with regard to the quan
tum o f food consumed, (see table 6«19)« tood costs for 
children are low during the fir s t  few years (CM- years) 
o f l i f e .  Ihis might be-the result o f two factors <

I ) IFlrst, breaiFt-feeding is  the common practice 
opto12 to 18 months and in some cases upto two years*

I  ̂ I I I f V I ’ '

During this period, food expenses for a child are limited 
to some boiled rice , boiled potato and banana etc*

II ) Second, besides parents, other Idjwaembers 
o f the household, such as, grand parents, uncles and 
aunts are also often sources o f extra food for the child*
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18 But i t  declines at higher ages resulting from dec
reased quantity o f food consumption.
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93108, opto 7 years, the average food costs of  a 
child, per daij varies from Xk.1.75 to fk.3*73« 
mazimafii daily food cost is  recorded as Xk.8.06, in case 
o f a male 30-39 years o f age. 3!hus, the variation betw
een the h ip est and the lowest figure stands 3!k.6*33t 
which depends on the age and sex o f the child. It is  
interesting to note that upto 16 years o f age, with a 
single exception (0-4 years), female children are found 
consuaing a l i t t le  b it  oore than their male counterpart.
The quantity o f consumption shown in table 6.19 also 
corroborate this. Bat the difference is  very insign ifi
cant. Beyond the age 16, bowever, the more is  spent on 
food by male adults than those o f females.

Xhe staple food staffs which adults ccnstsume are
I ' - I

rice or wheat taken with dal, fish  and vegetables. In 
case o f big landowning households, these items are mostly 
produced in their land. But, in case o f landless parents, 
the cost of food-stuff is  considerable. Sable 6.18 shows 
the distribution o f food costs by economic class. It 
appears from the table that per capita expenditure on food 
items increases with the increase o f socio-economic status, 
I t  increases significantly in economic classes 3 and 6, 
but decreases slightly in the medium and low landholding 
categoxy*
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The arerage quantity of consiuqttlon of major food 

iteas per porson, per dâ  ago and sex is  presented In  

table 6*19 and the same is  repeated in  table 6.20 b7 

economic classes* fable 6«19 indicates that with few ex

e rtio n s, per capita consumption of ric e  increases with 

the increase of age* Sbis trend continues opto 24 years 

of age for males without any break and for females it  

continaes qpto 16 years* Vith some break it  ^ se s again 

for both males & females t i l l  the age 50 is  reached* At 

ages 50 and over consoiaption of rice  again starts fa llin g  

for both sexes* ?ood consui#tion depends not only on age« 

other Ta^ables lik e  pliysical strength, body-stractore, 

nature of employment and socio-economic status also play 

important proles in  determining the quantity of food that 

’a person w ill take* As per Keynesian hypothesis marginal 

propensity to consume in  case of the poor is  higher com

paring to that of the rich* As such, poor in d irid u als  

spend more < money on consumption and less on other ameni

tie s of lif e  lik e  education, clothing and medicine* Vtils 

has been reflected from table 6*20* Sable 6*20 indicates 

that males and females from big landowning classes are 

spending more money fo r smaller quantity of food which 

eventually ju s tifie s  qualitative consun^tion* lloreover, 

expenditure on education, clothing and medicine of landed 

classes are hl£^er (in  table 6*20) con^arlng to landless 

classes, which again ju s tifie s  spending of more money for 

better amenities of life *
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Again, table 6»1? also provides inqportant informa
tion on education, clothing and medical expenses. %e 
estimates of education, clothing and medicine are done 

age and sex groups, representing the average expendi
ture per person, per month.

Bo^s of the village, in most cases, are found atten
ding school upto 16 years and in case of girls attendence 
in school is limited upto 13 years. Host of these educa
tion are concentrated upto primary and secondaxy level.

Children going to Bnlcti>b (religious school) and 
those studying upto class T are exempted from tuition 
fees} although expenses for books, stationaries, school 
dress, transtport and other niscellaneoos items have to 
be met by the family. So long as the child is in primary 
school (i.e. studying upto class T) educational expenses 
are relatively low. Ve find that educational expenses 
of both boys and girls are low in earlier ages. Is soon 
as a child finishes primary school, and if he is sent to 
secondary school, then cost will rise, since tution fees 
have to be paid, in addition to expenses for books and 
stationaries. &e table (6.17) indicates that the monthly 
educational costs of boys rises from Sk.1.79 of 8-10 
years age group to that of Tk.14.4? in 14-16 years age 
group. And in case of girls, the rise is only a little
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bit more than 100 percent fron nc«2.09 of 8>10 years 
age groop to Xk«4*27 In 11-13 years age group. Ihe 
educational expenses ot boys are higher comparing to 
that o f girls, since parents spend more money In terms 
of education of their sons than their daughters. In 
maziy cases, private/house tutors are engaged for male 
children. Boys after 16 and girls after 13 years of 
age are found irregular in attending school. Because 
o f this high cost of education, poor parents often 
limit their children's education to pdLmaocy schooling* 

Hepresenting these data by economic classes, 
table 6.18 also suggests the increased cost of educa
tion after primary level and here the cost is  found
higher among the big landowning classes,«since the

If' ’ ’ ' J ii _
children of landed parents spend additional amounts ,,
in purchase of statlonaries, transport and t if f in .

Qloû  monthly costs of clothing a]^ear to be
substantial, yet, young children in the Tillage are
found, in most cases, to use the clothes of their
elders. One shirt, one (under shirt), and one

(a particular type of dress used commonly by
males to cover the lower portion of the body) are found
sufficient for daily use of an adult male, while one
or two others are made for occasions, like going to
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oatside to attend a wedding or for visit to a relation's 
house in town or elsewhere* Sew clothes are mostly 
prepared on the eve of some big occasions lilce Sid (it 
is a religions festival of the Haslims) or Marriage*
In some casest after the good harvest, clothes are pur
chased* However, the demand for clothes grow for those 
children who attand school or reside in town for hie^er 
education or engage in some trade over there. Analysing 
the eoqpenses of clothing by economic class, table 6*18 
suggests that, in general, landholding has a positive 
effect of expenditure on clothing, ioq̂ lying that as the 
landholding size increases, the expenses on clothing 
also increaaes* ' '

Szpenditure on medicine by parents in the raising
1, '' ' I .- ' ,ii '■ 7"of^children is not substantial^ u  the village, since the| i ̂

hospital facilities are few and far between* Shoug^ 
delivery cost of women is calculated separately, yet this 
has been included under medicine* In the village, babies 
are mostly delivered by the local traditional mid-wives 
(Dais) and medicines are supplied by local unqualified 
doctors and haldLms* !Ehe traditional mid-wives (who are 
usually old women, spend most of their time in doing so me 
other jobs and attend to births as a supplementary acti
vity) who usually attend the mother with her primitive 
surgical sballs, provide a source of pre-natal and post
natal care as well as also delivering the baby* As village
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Is less dereloped, therefore» people rely on traditional 
lower cost health services* few go to hoQpltaI« which 
is  situated about five miles away from the village* Ihose 
who go to hospital* mostly being the relatively richer 
households and tbose who have dereloped complications 
relating to child birth*

Ve have the records o f 56 births daring the study 
period* Husbands of a ll these households were asked to 
recall costs incurred on the delivexy o f the last child 
and this is  presented in table (.21

Sable 6.21
Average costs (in Taka) incurred on the 
delivezy o f the last child

587

laEHS ,QF:E£SBDX!I!CIS£ HOSBAflUS ^

1* Doctor/ZTurse/ltLdwife/Hakim 
2* Hedicine (Hbmec^ath/Alopath/Eabiraji)

.27.18^
(19.50)
33.21^

(25.83)
5* f e c i a l  JIbod 56.62

(26.28)
4* CeremoiQr 42.36^

(50.39)
TOTAL C'Caka) 139.37)(100*00)
l îmber of Beapondents 56

gote: figures in the parenthesis represent the percentage.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



As per the opinion o f husbands« the average costs 
related to the deliTerj o f the last child is  recorded as 
^•139*57« However, table 6.2i indicate that the actual 
costs o f delivery is  about one-fifth o f the total costs, 
feaditional mid-wife usuaHj- do not take any fees* In 
most cases, old sareea (womens dress) of the house-wife 
and some amount o f rice is  given to her. In addition 
to th is, she is  also served with meals on the occasions 
o f her v is its  during and after child birth. In f4w / 
cases, money is  paid in cash. 3!he payment to a mid-wife 
or to a nurse actually depends on the economic conditions 
o f the family,

Ihe table izidicates that about 4-0 percent o f the 
costs incurred on the delivery of the last child is  
spent on various ceremonies. Whether such ceremonies 
are held or not, and i f  such ceremonies are held, the 
amount of money spend depends on the following :

i )  the child, vfhich is  born, whether i t  is a f ir s t  
child,

i i )  whether the child is  a boy, and 
i i i )  the economic conditions o f the household.

It  is ,  o f course, true that big landowning house
holds usually ^end more money on various iteas related 
to child birth. As such, expenses on medicine are found
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to be higher in big landowning classes comparing to those 
o f landless classes 1 & 2 (see table 6.18).

Honthl? Breakdown of Direct Costs 

I t  is  assumed that per capita e:qpenditare on foodA
and other itens are not uniform in a ll months o f the year. 
SSiese w ill vary with the teo^o o f agricultural activ ities 
in the Tillage* Sable 6.22 provides a detail picture o f 
the monthly brealcdown o f direct maintenance costs o f males.
She same is  repeated for females in table b.23^* .̂

Some interesting results are noticed f^om the findings 
o f both the tables*

i )  Per capita eagpenditoire on foo4 and other items are 
found to vaxy with the ebb and flow o f  agricultural seasons* 
Aas. crop is  usually oanrested in August and Aman crop in 
December and January* In some cases, from the latter part 
o f Hovember, harvesting o f crop started. Generally, 
after the harvesting, farmers earn money by selling their 
crops in the market* As such, per capita expenditure in 
those months are recorded hi^er* februazy is  the lean 
month when agricultural activities start fa lling  and prices 
o f food stuffs begin to rise . As such, per capita expenditure 
in the month of Pebruaxy rises. Again, transplantation o f 
Aman crop starts from the last part of July* During the 
transplantation period more cash is  required for proper

589

19 D ifficulty in determining the actual quantity of consump
tion o f items like edu. clothing & medicine enforces the 
researcher to put data by actual per capita expenditure 
basis.
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cultiyation o f crops, farmers in the village daring 
sovizig/tranaplantation period, sciffer from cash cons
traint. Is a result, ezpenditare on food and clothing 
daring that time register a sharp of decline. Ve can 
sum op the discassion Isgr saying that cultivators start 
getting cash from the late part o f Soremher ap to Janaazy 
after harvest and in the months o f Ingast and
September after Aua harvest. £xpenditore on food, clo 
thing and other items in those months rises. Bise in 
expenditare in other lean periods, is  the resmlt of 
increased prices o f rice and additional ezpoi^ditares 
incurred in ceremonies like eid and marriages which

♦
occured in those months daring the coarse o f this study.

, i i )  The variation of expenditare botb in case o f 
males and females over the months are ^ t  vezy s ign ifi
cant in case o f food. Ihe maxLmum variation over d if f 
erent months is  recorded as Sk.1.09 for males and He.1.36 
for females in food. Bat, with regard to expenditure 
on education, clothing and medicine, the per capita ex
penditure variation extends from Taka 8.72 to Taka 32.22 

in case o f males and for females, i t  lie s  in between 
Taka 6.09 to Taka 21.42.

i i i )  Food expenditure o f males in a ll months of 
the year are recorded h i^ er comparing to the food expen
diture o f f«aales. Only with few exceptions, the average 
expenditure on education, clothing and medicine of males 
are also recorded higher comparing to those o f females.
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Sho data and the analjrsis o f the monthly breakdown 
o f direct costs provide soae normal beha[7ioar on the 
part o f  the people o f ttiiyarohar. She liTpothesls that 
males spend more than females and the rise o f per capita 
expenditare after crop harvest and fa ll  in per capita 
expenditure in lean periods i are borne oat by the data*

Sistribation o f Costs by Vamily Size
It is  assumed that with the increase o f family size,

the average cost, per child, in tiie family w ill increase*
Bat, in the coaree o f the study this assoaqption was ziot
hold good* Table 6*24 shows the distribution o f average
expenditure (in  falca) per person, per day on food items
and per person, per month on education, clothing and 

■ I ■ ", , , , ,
medicine of children residing in parents household bŷ , ^
age, sex and family size*

With few exceptions, the findings o f the table 
exhibits a negative relationship between the size o f the 
family and the average expenditure per children, ii^lying 
that hii^er the number o f children residing in a particu
lar family, the lower is  the average expenditure per 
child on food, education, clothing and medicine.

As children do not belong to the same age group, 
and command the same taste for a ll items o f food, as 
such, increase in family size do not e ffect the food 
costs o f children at uniform rate* Toung children used

593
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394 
Table 6.24

Sistribution of average expenditure (In Taka) per periK>n» 
per dâ r on food and per person* per aonth on i^ucation, 
clothilig and medicine o f own children residing in parents 

household b j faaily Size

A PT? ATERASB £ZF£HDI3*aB£ (IN TA£A) BI fAKHil SIZE
GRGUP 0-1 2-•55 4-5 i 6+

pood'̂ E4C+M̂ yOOD'' E-fC+M̂ iood"’ E-KJ+M̂ i pocd'̂ Z-tC+lf
0- 4 5.60 ctk^ -  

(2.25) (3.87) ( L 19) ( 3. 92)
, 5. 49,(2.21) (3 .^ )

, 5. 07,
(2. 05) (3755)

5- 7 > 7 9 ,
(3*62) — 9*75 (11.0) ( 5I6O) (10. 72) (3.46) (10^50)

, 9. 57,( 3. 44) (10.42)
8-10 12.05,

(4.27)
-  11.91(9.10) (4.16) (9. 25)

11.77,(4. 11) (9.00)
11. 72,
(4. 10) (9.12)

11-13 12.84
(4.55)

-  12.90
(19.17)(4.58) (18.17)

12.62,
(4. 44) (16.10)

12.40
(4. 39) (16.00)

14-16 14.47,
(5.08) (2 6 .^ )

14.40
(5. 02) (25. 10) (4.98) (247i 5)

14.06
(4. 92) (22. 71)

17-19 16.86^
(5.83) (28.66) (27.42)

16.60
(5.69) (26.10) ( l l i l ) (24.82)

20-24
II

18.17,
(6.05) (28.69) (29.15)

17.76,
(5.87) (28ll7) (24.12)

25-29
I t f d , ( 30. 37)

^ .6 7 ,
(6. 31) (24.12) (21.12)

18.22
(6. 07) (20.10)

30+
(18.72)

^ .2 6
(6.41) (18.20) (16728) (14.05)

Iteas like rice* pulses, wheat, fish , seat, «illc and vegetables 
are included under Ibod* It represents the suh of averam total 
quantity o f food taken by an individual per day along with its  
price.
E'K/'i'll refers to Education, Clothing and Hedicine. It represents 
the sun o f average total expenditure on education, clothing and 
medicine.
Quantity o f food are measured in terns o f chattack (A chattack 
is  one-sizteenth part o f a seer).
figures in the parenthesis indicate the price and those not 
in the parenthesis indicate the quantity.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



to oozLsuae less* Ihast as f u l l y  grows largo, tha avo- 
rago food consaaptlon doollnos* Again, parants vltli 
more chlldron ara asoally foaxid not aezuUng their a ll 
oblldren to school. Shis Bight be the reason, as to 
why the average expenditure per child on edaeatlon is  
found falling with the inczrease o f family sise* Hore- 
OTer, young children are usually found using the old 
books, stationaries and clothes o f their elders. SSbis 
also minimises the average eoq^endlture, per child on 
education and clothing, as family size increases* 
However, expenditure on medicine in the raising of 
children is  not substantial in the village, where 
people rely on traditional lower cost health services* 
As such, average expenditure, per child on medicine are 
found declining with the Increase o f family size* This 
might be the reasons o f low average costs, per child, 
when family size increases*

6*4*5 Intra- family Distribution o f Costs
In a patriarchal family, the head o f the household 

is  the father or the oldest kln--member* Here a ll mem> 
bers o f the family live  together under the auttaority of 
a patriarchal head* His authority over other members 
and over household affairs by peasant customs implied 
both autocratic rights and extensive duties o f care and 
protection* Ohildren in patriarchal family are the sub- 
03?dinate mMbers o f the household, iitxeir mode of
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bdhaTloar relatiiig to conaiuiptlon and pst^daction is  
detemlned by tlia patriarch* Voman, in apite o f their 
oordan o f labooi. (both boasavorlc and fla ld  work) and 
thalr functional in^ortanoa in a peasant hooseboXd are 
always placed under the authority of a male* As a 
result, intra-faaily eonsvu^ption pattern is  such that 
father consuaes sore, which is  followed by mother son, 
daughter and other relations.

She same inforaation is  represented in table 6«23« 
She table indicates that sons are consnaing more than 
daughters and this has been found true in a ll  age groups• 
Xhoo^ mothers are found consuming less than fathers» 
yet the consumption o f both fathers and aotlMrs are 
recorded a l i t t le  b it more than the oonsuoption o f both 
sons and daughters. Other kin-members o f the household 
usually consome leas than the family members, fhis is  
more true in ease o f femdss than those o f males.

However, the growth of the family create additional 
consumption pressures, fhe patriarch in that case, try 
to expand his landed property and income by buying or 
renting additional land and equipment and, at times, 
«qplc^ing his family's labour in trades or in  some other 
occupations. Thus, the growing up o f children and the 
use o f their additional labour to family's farm help 
to minimise the eonsuoiption needs in a peasant family.
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Indlrtct Costs 
Besides dlrsot costs, parents also bear varioas 

tTpes o f indirect (or opportanltj) costs In raising 
children. Indirect costs are aeasored by the earning 
potential which parents forgone as a result o f bearing 
and rearing children. Cortailaent o f consolation e3̂ >en- 
ditore, redaction of savings and inrestmenty and giving 
ap o f inooBe-eaming possib ilities  (or tiae) are some o f 
the important results o f indirect costs*

Indirect costs iix70lve opportonities forgone when 
time spent in child care. Child care is oniTersaUT- 
conaldersd as the Bother's responsibility. Iherefore, 
it  effects the Bother's tlBe. In the analysis of indirect 
costs woBen's actual or potential Barket vage is usaally 
used as an indicator of the value of her tiBe. If she 
is enployedt the opportunity cost of the time she spends 
on children is the wage rate she earns froB eBployaent.
If she is not ei^loyed, however, the value of tlBe at 
hOBe is greater than the wage rate could earn in the 
market. She assuaption underlying this argontent is that 
an woBen works only when the wage she can earn is greater 
than the Barginal value to her of the forgone leisure 
or hoBe activity. Otherwise, she does not work (XoraB 
Ben^rath, 1975, pp*697-7Q»)^^.
20 loraB Ben-forath 1973 "I«bour Vorce Participation Bates 

and the Study o f Labour", Journal o f B olitica l Econony, 
SI, 16.3, M«y/June, pp.697-70^^.
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CoxiT«rsal7 this argoaent implies that for any two 
voaen with Identical opportaniti«a ibr hose production 
(i«o* tht sane faailjr sisa and eoaposition)^ the women 
with a high potential laarlcet wage is  more likely to 
work than the other* Hence, other things being equal, 
women who work hare a hif^er price o f time than the non- 
working women and w ill tend to hare fewer children* In 
the study village, for example, no mother is  found woi>- 
king to a distant place outside the family as a regular 
wage earner and hence home production or child care does 
not affect the mother's time in income earning activity. 
Here, an attempt is  made to measure the effects of 
indirect costs under two beads t

j I
a) C^portunities forgone by mothers on account 

o f their work, i f  th«y are to look after 
young children) and

b) C3|>portunitie8 fo^one on account o f their 
inability to work immediately before and after 
the child birth*

Vomen of the village are found spending a s ign ifi
cant portion o f their time in child care activities* I t  
is  observed that o f the total home activ ities, women 1? 
years and above spent on average 13*86 perceni o f their 
time on child care, while young g irls  upto 16 years o f 
age spent on average 32*2  ̂ percent o f their time on 
child cmre (see table 6*4)*

Usually, children upto 4 years o f age are looked
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after ^  their Bothers* The re^onslh llity  o f ebild care 
is  also shared by other aeahers o f hoasebold* In the 
village, the scope of outside evplogrneiit for women are 
rare, wonen o f landless classes 1 and 2 vork in the
neighbooring households for 5-4 hours and in aost cases 
they perfom post-harrest activities* 3he findings o f 
work activities of woaen in the village suggest that 
opportunity cost of raising children are quite low, be
cause the roles o f women as Bother and worker are not 
incoapatlble, and since the responsibility o f looking 
after young children is  shared by other aeabers o f the 
household (particttlarSy by young boys and g ir ls ) .

^agnent woaen of the village usuaUy reside in eon- 
finenent in « separate room in the households o f theirI '
own during the time o f their child-birth. SSils creates 
a niaber o f probleas :

Virst, i t  creates inconvenience to other members o f 
the household who used to sleep in the room before their 
confinement!

Second, women under confineaent cannot move oat o f 
the room and hence cannot derote time to work;

Ihird, other members o f the household usually spend 
some amount o f time in looking after these women, which 
represents the aaount o f time fo^one from work on the 
part o f such persons.
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It  has b«en observed ttiat after tho delivexy o f 
the last child, women on aTerage do not participate in 
anj directly prodactlre actiy itles for about 30 to 35 
days* Hale respondents (l«e« the fathers o f 36 new bom 
babies) said that the average nnnber o f days lost by 
their wives after delivery of the last child was 35*02 
days* Tbm opportunity costs o f this child birth depends 
on the ti«e  o f the year when the cblld is  bom and the 
nature (or type) or works carried out by women* In rural 
Bangladesh, wonen are normally found engaged in post- 
harvest operations and in non-fam activities* 9!herefore, 
i f  children are bom in the post-harvest period, than in 
that case, the Bothers lose a significant aiwunt o f their 
work tine* Horeover, «ost woaen do not opend any tiioe 
during the f ir s t  few days o f their child birth in any 
household aalntenance work. Zhe noiti>er o f days woKen 
refrain froa such activ ities, however, depends ont

i )  the existence o f other elder feaale aeniber in  the 
household, who could cany out these activ ities; 

11) the econonic conditions o f the household i*e* 
whether the household can e^plc^ the wage labour 
to cany out these worics; 

i l l )  Thus, the total aaoont o f tine lost depends on 
the timing of the cropping season when the baby is  bom, 
the type o f activ ities noxaally carried out by these 
women, the availabili'^  of other femaleniemibers in the 
household and the health coxuUtion o f the cblld and the 

mother.
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6.3 Het BcoaoBic Valae o f Ohlldren i An EatimAt*

In att«^>t is  Had* here to measare the net economic 
yalae o f children in village Ifaiyarchar. Net producti
vity o f children at different ages can be calculated by 
considering the economic contribution o f children along 
vith the economic costs o f  rearing them*

Xable 6*26 presents an illustrative calculation 
o f the net productivity of male children. Column 2 and 
3 o f the table are based on extensive calculation o f food 
costs along with other expenses on education, clothing and 
medicine as presented in table 6.17. Column  ̂ presents 
productive tlme-iiq;>uts (table 6 .3)f end returns o f labour 
in columns 6 to 11 are calculated from monthly wage data 
o f table 6.16  ̂representing seasonal wage d ifferentia l. 
Finally, net productivity are calculated for each age 
groop in columns 12 to 17 on the basis o f those monthly 
wage varimtlons.

Several striking findings emerge from table 6«26« 
J lrst. male children consume substantially more than they 
produce (in  a ll months o f the year) until they reach 14-16 
years o f age.

Second, male children from the early ages o f four
teen (14) start to compensate their consumption. With the 
increase of age, net productivity per child increases (op 
to 29 years o f age) and by age twenty (20), they produce 
almost twice as much as they consume only in peak agricul
tural months.
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tj)
4CW.

Third, comparing the net prodactiyity o f slack 
agricoltaral nonths (October/Eroveml>er{ Vebruaxy/Haroh} 
June/July) with that of peak agricaltaral seasons (Augast/ 
September; Becember/Janaazy; April/Hay), male children 
axe found more prodactive in peak periods. Soring peak 
agricaltaral aonthB maxinum ;]ob opportunities tend to 
mobilize male children to participate in different income- 
earning activities* Whereas, during the slack agricalta
ral months ^ob opportanities decline. Is sach, male 
children, though start to compensate their consumption 
o f slow rate from the age o f fourteen, but they cannot 
produce on average, more than percent as much as they 
consume until they reach twenty-five years o f age.

Head Cain in his study in a v illagei in Bangladesh 
found that "male children consume more o^to nine years 
o f age and they become net producers sometimes between 
ages ten and thirteen". His study fa ils  to take into 
account the monthly wage data. She present study is  more 
accurate in the sense that i t  has taken into consideration 
wage data o f different peak and slack agricultural months 
o f the year.

However, the analysis presented above cannot claim 
its  complete perfection. These are conservative estimates 
baaed on certain assumptions. Wage data cannot determine 
accurately the labour productivity, when rate and access
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to wage Miplogrment r&vj for a number o f reasons other 
than a worker's efficiency* Horeover, productive tiae- 
iiq;>at co-efficients of a ll economic classes are not uni
form. Jkpplication o f  wage data in different economic 
classes w ill give different results, and accordingly net 
economic returns w ill vary.

Table 6«27 shows the net productivity o f male 
children by economic class. The table indicates that male 
children from landless classes 1 and 2 start to acquire 
productive efficiency at earlier ages comparing to those 
o f economic classes 5 and 6. Congparing landless classes 
i  and 2 with that o f economic classes 5 aiid 6, i t  is  found 
that male children of economic classes i  and 2 start to 
compensate their consumption from the age of eleven. They 
compensate more during peak agricultural months and less 
in the lean periods. Whereas male children o f economic 
classes 3 and 6, cannot compensate their consumption 
until they reach 17 years o f age. This however, is not 
true for a ll months* Only in peak agricultural months 
economic classes 3 and 6 start to compensate their 
consumption by age seventeen; but during lean agricultural 
months they cannot compensate their consumption t i l l  the 
age of twenty* Again, where by age fourteen, male 
children of lazuUess classes 1 and 2 produce almost twice 
in the slack months and three-times in the peak agricultural
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mouths as much as they coxisanet in that case, males 
from economic classes  ̂ and 6 cazmot produce more 
than tvice in peak agricultaral months until they 
reach twenty years of age. However, during slack 
agricultural months their net productivity cannot exceed 
more than seventy five percent, that age, o f vhat 
they consume.

In case o f economic class 3, male children start 
to condensate their coxisunption from the age o f seven
teen and in case of economic class 4, they start to 
compensate their consunption from the age eleven during 
peak agricultural months and from the age fourteen 
during lean periods. Xhis difference occurs, because 
male children o f economic class 4- are found devoting 
more time in market production activ ities at earlier 
ages, conqparing to those of economic class 3* Variation 
o f productive time-izq>uts by economic class thus give 
different results. Average returns o f labour and 
calculation o f net productivity thus depends on pro
ductive time-izqc>uts of children, on the one hand and 
the wage data o f lean and peak agricultural months, on 
the other. The less is  the productive time-inputs 
(hours) and lower is  the wage rate (during slack months), 
net productivity w ill be delayed. Ihe more is  the time 
devoted on market production activ ities and more is  the
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wage rate (during peak agricultural months), net produc- 
t iv lt7  w ill be ensured coiqp aratiTely at an earlier age.

In the nert table (6.28), the calculations are 
repeated and these are presented in terms of average 
daily requirements of oaloric consumption. The purpose 
o f calculating this table is  to show 'from what age male 
children are found net producers with miixiaum wage and 
loinimum productive time inputs*. Because, using higher ^
time-inputs and higher wage-rate, one can show that 
children become net producers even at a earlier age.
Horeoyer, this table provides certain additional infor
mation relating to cumulative product net o f consumption 
o f exact age. Here in calculating the net productivity 
of children, the productive time-inputs co-efficients 
for economic classes  ̂ and 6 are used. Ihe rational 
behind the use ofipiradactive time-ix^uts^ o f economic 
classes 5 and 6 is  that the productive time-ii«>ut8 co
efficients for other economic classes (landless class
1 & 2, and economic class 3 and 4) are comparatively 
higher for young male children.

It is  evident from the table 6.28 that male ch il
dren become net producers sometime between the ages o f
14 and 20. £y age 24, their cumulative production exceed 
their cumulative consuiiq;>tion. 1 man between the ages 
20-24 consumes the minimum necessary calories for his age

411
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Calcalation o f net prodaetivity o f Hale children 
based on vage data of slack an icoltu ra l months 
Indlcatizig ninimam wage rate COctoher/Hoveaher)

412

AGE Average fteoduc- Produc Average Avera £zact Cunula-
(HtODP daily tiv ity tive daily ge

(15
tive

per pe per tine product daily product
rson
calorie

unit
time

input
coe ff-j

^ oss
Ccalories)

produ
ct net

net of 
consu

requir^
eaents

coe ffi icient^ o f co- mption
cients nsoap-

tion
(calos
ries)

o f
exact
age^
c t r

1 ____2 .3 4 5 6 7 a

1 1,045 0.0 0.0 0.0 -1,043 1 -1,045
1- 4 1.568 0.0 0.0 0.0 -1,568 5 - 6,515
5- 7 1,201 0.68 0.05 101 -1,100 8 -9,8158-10 1,201 0.71 0.27 949 -  252 11 - 10,571

11-15 1,728 0.78 0.40 154t|. -  184 14 - 11,12514-16 2,158 0.79 0.57 2229 + 71 17 - 10,910
17-19 2,158 0.95 0.81 5809 +1,651 20 -5,95720-24 2,559 0.95 1.59 6557 ♦5,998 25 +14,055
25-29 2,559 0.98 1.10 5557

5591
+2,798 50 +28,025

30-59 2,41^ 0.99 1.10 +2,9?9 40 +57,803
40+ 1,848 1.00 1.00 4951 +5,105

The paxpose o f calcalating this table is  to show 'fron what 
age male cbildbren are found prodactive with aizdau wage and 
miniaaa prodactive time-ix^ats' • Here productiTity per anit 
tine co-efficients are calculated froa wage data o f Oct/lToT. 
Becaase. the retams of labour in  other aonths are conside
rably higher.
Source: Clen ”An Ma3jsis of Per Capita loodgrain A railabiiity, 
Cozisu^tion and Heqaireaents in Bangladeshi A fijysteaatic ^ p ro - 
ach to food Planning**. Bangladesh Sevelopaent Studies 3» ^ *2  
( 1975)» Xable CoXuan e*
Sourcet Sable 6.16, coluan 3* Calculated by taking child wage 
as a proportion o f  average adult CAO-t-) wage*
Sources Table 6.^. Calculated by taking child productive work 
hours a proportion o f adult (40+) productive work hours for 
econoaic classes 3 & 6*

e
f
g

Coluan 3 X column 4 X 4-931 •
Coluan 3 “ column 2*
Coluan 6 X person-years in age group indicated in Col.1.
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group 21 3̂9 calories per day. But, lie is  found producing 
more than two times as much food as he consumes* ^  
applying time-input data o f any economic class other than 
 ̂ & 6, representing higher time-ix^uts and hy using wage 

rate of any other months other than Octoher/Horenber, re
presenting higher wage rate, one can, however, show that 
children become net producers even at a earlier age.

I t  is  Teiy d ifficu lt  to calculate the net produc
tiv ity  o f female children. Because, within the village 
are found mostly engaged in household maintenance works 
participation In directly productive activ ities by females 
are more or less limited. Only few women in the village 
are found engaged in post harvest operations and in non- 
faxn activ ities. Host of them are represented from 
landless category 1 and 2.

However, an attempt was made to calculate the wage 
rate working women engaged in post harvest operation.
Vage data on Aaan harveit are available. As such, calcu
lation o f net productivity o f females, on the basis o f 

harvest is  presented in table 6.29.
Fifty eight working female children and adult wtmen 

in the village were interviewed in the course o f the study 
during harvest season in the months of December and
January 1979. females were found mostly paid In kind, 
in terms of goods. In addition to th is, they were mostly
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4-14

AGE
GRCXJP

Calcalatlon o f Net ffodiictivit7  Per Persons Per day 
o f Females« using Oonsomptlon and Production data

ooHsuMmoif PaODUCICIOlf
Par
capita 
e^en- 
dltore 
on Pood 

(fflc.)

Per 
capita 
ezpen- 
ditore 
on V E-K3+lf 
(®c)

Per
capita
total
expen
diture(me)

Watte Bata
H iTerage

dailjr 
wage 
per pe
rson 
per day 
based 
on Amfln 
Hardest

Prod
uctive
time
inputsd
(Hours)

Betur- 
ns o f 
labour 
based 
on wa-

edata®

Avera
ge da
i ly  net 
surpl
us o f 
produc
tion 
over 
consum
ption^

0-  4

5-7
8-10

11-13
1^16
17-19
20-24
25-29
50-39
40-49
50+

1.73
3.75
4.24 
4.87 
5.46 
5.03 
6.13 
6.65 
6.05 
5.81
6.25

.08

.23

.22

.37

.40

.77

.80
1.25

.41

.45

.39

1.81
3.96
4.46
5.24
5.86
5.80
6.93
7.90
6.43
6.26
6.64

0
1
3
3
5
8
9

13
10

3
3

0.0
4.11
6.25
9.06
9.37
9.42
9.57
9.64
9.61
9.17
8.14

0.0
1.06
1.09
1.39
2.15
2.21
2.46
2.46 
5.42 
5.50 
2.57

0.0
1.15
1.79
5.75
5.19
5.55
6.61
6.64
8.88
8.78
5.52

-1.81
-2.85
-2.67
-1.52
-  .67
-  .27
-  .52 
-1.26 
+2.45 
+2.52 
-1.52

a Source: Table 6.17*
b Expenditure on Education, Clothing and Hediclne Per Person Per day 

are calculated from monthly cost data (see table b.17).
c Average daily wage o f females are calculated on the basis o f four 

hours work from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Daily wage includes payments 
both cash and kind cost o f food consumed at the house o f the em
ployer is  also added with i t .

d Source: Vable 6.4 « 'o
e Source: Table 6.29y column 6.
f  Column 8 -  column 4.
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ser7«d with neals. On average, i t  extended upto four hoars.
Xable 6.29 indicates that female children cannot condensate
their total consujflption by the time they leave their parents 

21household • Between the ages 30-49 female adults produce 
a l i t t le  b it  more than what they consume* However, though 
female children and adult women spend lesser time in market 
production activ ities, yet they perform household chores 
and may be Just as useful as men.

21 The mean age at f ir s t  marriage o f females in the study 
village was calculated as 14.2 years.
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«mrr. hOI£ QF flaTTJnnr.K as 
OM) AQS SECHRiaT

7.1 lalBsazislsksa

Children in peasant societgr are usually considered 
as a source o£ securil^ and economic support to their 
parentst particularlsr in times o f distress and In old 
age* She environiMint in which the people o f rural areas 
live is  inherently unoortain* Parents in our peasant 
society have no insurance against illness or accidents 
and as such social security benefits as old age pensions 
or tmeaplasntent insurance are to ta l^  absent* In this

r  -

situation, children p l^ id e  the best and perhaps the 
only source o f security to their parents during that 
time*

In peasant societies, children ziot only proiride 
care and sustenance to their old parents in times o f 
sickness and d ifficu lty , but the material contribution 
o f children also create a sense o f security o f  mutual 
obligations* It is  also true that "one's own children 
are unquestionably the preferred source o f support.
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^H7

largely because i t  is  cot sioqply the aaterial contribu
tions involved but also personal relations" (HuU« T.J* 
'1977)'** ^  clooe personal ties which parents derive
from their childron cannot be substituted bcr any other 
form of aaterial gain.

She degroo o f care and help given by children to 
thair elderly parents is  assessed in this study by con- 
sidering ( i )  the parental control o f children both before 
and after their (children) marriage» and ( i i )  the living 
arrangements o f elderly persons*

■ .4 - ■

\

1 Hull, Talerid J* 1977 "Social and Sconomic Support for 
High Y ertility in feasant Communities : General Issues

Department o f ])o8iogrs^byt pp*241-2!^
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7*2 DflBgpnmp!>^g,Amgr ^ m 9m

la  rural Buaio3.edesh, obUdren can provide maxiBmm 
oazvice to their parents liv in s together in the same 
house or in  tho rLoi£;bboax̂ u>od« In an interviewy residen
t ia l  pattexti o£ elderly persons were recorded and a ll 
other in f02!cuttioin xelating to the behaviour o f their 
clilldren vero visa studied. The data eiqplt^ed here are 
those collected £lH»a 77 (seventy seven) elderly persons 
o f  the villae^ uzkder stuij(7 « An elderly person is  defined 
here as one %diose stated age is  55 years and above. 
According to this definition* there are altogether 10? 
elderly persons In the v illage . But, interview is  taken
in only 77 cases* la  a houstiiold, where nore than one

/ /
olderly perDons: are found, only the eldest nember was 
selected for  interview* Shis has resulted in the exclu
sion o f yi cctoe-̂  ftcom the study. Woiaen in the sasie age- 
group, particularly those who lost their husbands were 
given the pvei'ecenco in interview to evaluate the role 
o f  children as old age security to their widow nothers*

Table 7.1 pracents the detail breakdown o f deno- 
£^aphic p rofile  o f  the elderly persons, tlieir relation
ship with tho head of the household and residential 
pattern o f their children.

The elderly persons have on an average five living 
children -  throo sons and two daughters* The aa;)oril7  

o f  the children (81 percent o f sons and 63 percent o f

4ia
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daughters) particularly the umarrled ones (at least 90 
percent) live In the study village or in the neighbourhood. 
However, the oia ĵorit  ̂ o f the manried children, particalarly 
the daughters live  outside the village. 3his is  consistoit 
vith exogenous ciarriase pattern prevailing in Bangladesh.

There are only few elderly persons (9) vho report 
thesiselves as head o£ the hooseholds. 3be absolute majo
rity  of them litre with their sons as reflected in their 
i^elationship vnLth the head of the household. Ihis point 
has become clear frota table 7.2.

In peasant societies, the degree of care and help 
given fay children to their elderly parents can be closely 
scrutinized considerii^ the residential pattern o f the 
latter. Sable 7*2 presents the residential pattern o f 77 
elderly persons o f t^e village.

£rom table 7*2, the tendency o f elderly parents 
in the village to live  more with their sons than with 
their dau^ters or other relations has become clear. She 
nuaber o f cases living with sons (56) is  much more higher 
than the nunber living with daughters (3)« Only one single 
male member and tiK> single f^stale members are found living 
alone. Shey aro heads c f  their I'^spoctive households. 
She male one is  a widower and the single two women are

420Dhaka University Institutional Repository



^̂2-l

Besidontlal pattern o£ 77 elderly persons in the 
village ^^di^archar composition o f household

Gomposition o£ household £lderl7 Elderly Elder- Sotal 
Male Female ly Cn-77) 

(Vido- (Vidow(s) Couples 
werCs)

laying alone

2. Elderly peẑ GonCs) head 
of the household 
(children axe living 
with elderly persons)

5, Idving with son(s) (al
ong with their spouses i 
i f  any)
Living with Bau^ter(s) 
(along with their 
spoases« i f  aziy)

3* Idving with Grand Chil-
dTOn(s) (alone with
their spouses, i f  any)

6* Living with son(s) &
, dau^ter(s) (along with 

their spouses* i f  any)
7. Living with son(s)« 

daughter(s) sod Grand 
children(s)

8* living with son(8) & 
Grand childl^en(s)
(along with the^  
spouses, i f  aTQr)

9» Living with dau^ter(s) 
and Grand chUdren(s) 
(along with the^  
spouses^ i f  aiQr)

10. Living with other re
lations v i2i| Brother, 
Cousin, Uncle. Hephew 
(along with th e^  
spouses, i f  Qiij)

11, Living with Siater(s), 
S ister(s) Son (along 
with their spouses,
i f  any)

(20. 0 )

1(20.0)

(60.0)

( M )  ”  (3^9)

-  6 6
(19.5) (7 .8)

9 3 12
(22.0) (9.7) (15.6)

(4^9)

(2!^)

(2^4)

(2̂ ^̂ )

1
(2.4)

2(2.6)
1

(1. 3)

6 10 17 ,
(14.7) ( 52. 5) ( i l iO) 

5 4 9  
(12.2) (12.9) (11.7)

13 8 24
( 31. 7 ) (15-8) (31-2)

1
( 1. 3)

1
(1. 3)

1
(1 .3 )

Hbtei Figures in the parenthesis repreeent percentages.
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vjidows. iOieor no children of their own and they are 
engaged in beggiag JTor livelihood. Usually» a person 
with no living children prefer to live with their rela
tives or tend to adopt a child o f his close relations 
to ensure his sui^ort in future. But, these three e l
derly single porsoaa have no close relatives o f th ^ r  
own and therefore virtually living a lonely l i f e .  In 
addition to these three single cases, six more cdsos are 
found, where elderly couples are living in their own 
houses as heads of the household. Children in those cases 
are living with th&ir parents.

Out of 77 cases, only 17 cases are found living with 
their sons and daughters and 9 cases with sons, daughters 
and their grand children, llie nui^er o f cases living with 
married sons (2^) are higher than the number o f cases 
living with married daughters ( l ) .  Xhis is  consistent 
with our patriarchal kinship systes where a son usually 
lives with his parents either in the sane household or 
in a separate household in the neighhouxhood with his 
wife. But, for the daughters, they usually leave their 
parental house and loove to their husband's father hone. 
Again, widows tend to live with sons than with t i* ir  
daughters. Shis is  also verified by our data as we see 
that 22 widows live with their sons, coopared to 3 who 
live with their daughters. Shis indicates that sons are 
more preferred than daughters and elderly parsons depend 
more on sons for  their old age care and security.

422
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7*  ̂ garantal qoatjeQl.tLf Qhildren

Parontsl con1aK>l oX childron is  bast detdnoxnad 
l]Qr t]:  ̂ 'Intecgen&rational fXoirf o t  wealth *• She behaviouxf 
o f cblldran beiore and after their maneiage actually 
determine the degroe o f help and care they provide to their 
parents.

7,4*1 Stagee 3ji l i f e  Cfycle
Children normally ^end a good part o f their l i f e  

as subordinate ctetiibers o f their parents houaeholds. It  
is  taken for granted that uninarried children remaining 
at home in the peasant society should help their parents 
until they marry« Whan children are young, parents 
support them. !She children daring the in it ia l phase of
their l i f e  depaDd. on their parents for their material andli
normal needs and thia total responsibility towards their 
children is  recogJiiaed and accepted by the parents. When 
the child2?erL are grown up, parents expect them to parti
cipate informing and in household chores, i f  they are 
unable to send them to school beyond the primary level. 
During that time, children also contribute their labour 
in different fom s within and outside the house. Shecf 
help their father on the farm, carry water and fuel and 
se ll products to the market, bring messages and so oa 
and so forth etc* -But̂  s t i l l  at this stage o f l i f e  c^cle, 
they cannot pxodace more than they consome. S%ie third 
phase in  which when they produce store than they oonsumo.
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successful children in that stage tend to seeiproeata 
the earlier iiwostaent o f their parents lay direct aaterial 
contributions o f goods and services* In this study« 
children* on er/QragOy o f Doth saxes are found to begin 
their economically useful lives around age 8« ^  ages

they earn almost equal efficiency o f an adult in 
perfozBing hociQ production and maiHEet production activi
ties  and by ages their working hours exceed to that
o f an adult 50 yoars and above*

7«4*2 liutual Dependence between Parents and OhiXdren 
Survey Analysis • Some Specific Issues

SHie degree o f mutual dependence between children 
and the parents in the study village was found very deep. 
£lderly persons o f the village were asked soae specific 
questions relating to their old age support and security. 
Sheso testified  the nuitual dependence between children 
and their parents#

7*4.2*1 Jinanaial Assistance
Parents in Bangladesh irrespective o f their need 

expect financial help froa their earning childi>enf parti
cularly sons. In. order to asses the magnitude o f this 
espectation, the elderly parents were adced whether they^ 
received financial stq?port from their children? ®he 
responses are provided in table 7*3 ^  marital status o f 
children*
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gay.a.,2«^
Bttsponses to question "Do jour ehildren provide f i 
nancial assiDtanc© or send money regularly to your hoae?"

__________________________________________________________  ( n » 7 ^ ) * _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Narital Status o f Children 7es % 19o %

1. Handed children residing
with fafflil;  ̂ in tovm 7 9«4> 1

2* Harried children residiog
in town, hut fsiiaily at hone 16 21«6 4 5.4

3* Harried children residing
with family at home 21 28,4 6 8,1

4* Un»an'ied children re
siding in tovm 4 5.4 2 2.7

5« Unmarried children
residing at hosie 8 10.8 5 6.8

____________  - -gOgAL________ 56 ia ____
* Out of 77 elderly personsy three had no children and 

therefore th ^  were excluded froa the per\riew o f the 
above analysis.

425

It I can be oosexved from the table that absolute majo-
I,

r ily  o f the reapondsjits (76 percent) admitted that they 
received mon^ or financial assistance regularly frc^ their 
children irrespective o f whether they were residizig in the 
village or in  the town with or wLthout spouse. Only a 
maoori'^ of the 3?o£spondents (24 percent) replied that they 
did not receive financial assistance or rei&ittance from 
their children* In fact, i t  is  quite uncoimon for children, 
particularly cons working either in town or in the v illage, 
not to reait or provide financial assistance to parents 
living in the v illage . Even those who did not receive
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regular help tL&ir children also adnitted that
th«(7 receivod financial assistance from their children 
occa8ionally«

!Qxe finanxsLal assistance is  provided for  the 
maintenance o f parents and to meet various social and 
relisioas obligations, such as, feastst festivals, 
carriage ceremoi]®̂  etc* and for defraying educational 
expenses o f bz^othsrs and sisters. Xhis has been borne 
out by data preoented in lable

4 2 6

.Ztft
fiesponses to (Question, ^?or what specific porposeCs) 
children usual^ help you financially (either meu-  
larly or occasionally"?)

Cn-7^)
Puxposes ^aber %

*?, Maintenanoc/Gift 32 ^
2* Education o f brothers/sisters 12 16.2

leasts, Festivals and Marriage 16 21.7
4. Purchase o f Iiand 5.^

Repairing o f Houses 3 î-.O
6* Hepayment of Xcan(s) 2 2.7
7* Cultivation 5 6.8

It is  considered to be a duty on the part o f an 
earning son whether he resides within or outside the 
village to send aonoy to their parents whether i t  ia 
requiredM or not.
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7«4.2.2 Other fosms o f Assistance

Children provide not onl̂ r financial assistance, but 
they also help in kind Idqt providing goods and services•
!She elderly pcrsoois were aslced to identify the types of 
help in kind they received fro« tlmir children. lable 7*5 
provides distribution of the above question.

M la -2 s5
fiesponsos to question, 1-Other than financial help 
w^t other forms o f help children usually send to 
your hoiao” ?

(n-74)
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Items o f help Number %

1. food 55 44.6
2m Clothes 14 18.9
3. Household itosis 

(mainly Groceries) 10 15.5
4. Cosmetics 2 2.7
5. Stationaries 6 8.1
6. Utencils/crokeries 5 6.1
7* furniture 1 1.4
8. Consumer durables 5 4.0

It can be seen from the above table that nearly half 
o f  the re^oadents (^ .6  percent) received different kinds 
o f food items from ‘ heir childbren. The other important 
items received by the parents included clothes« groceries, 
stationaries etc. Xhese items received in kind are no less 
ic^ortant than the m<»ietaxy assistance received from ch il- 
dran in the welfare o f the family.
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7«4*2«3 Partxcipatiozi In ffsjaily-Decislon ffalttng

The views o f elderly persons were given due re
cognition viille talsdng family decision* The respondents 
were asked whether they were consulted by their children 
while tafcins iii^ortant decisions regarding family a ffa irs , 
She responses were given in table 7*6*

flesponses to question, •’Do your children 
coni3ult you in talcing any in^ojrtant deci
sion relating to family affairs"?

(n=74)

^̂ 28

Responses _ Number %

Xes 61 32*4
Ho 7 9-5
Ho response 6 8.1

~More than four^fifth o f the respondents admitted 
that they were consuXted by their children while talcing 
is^ortant fBmlly decisions.

7,4.2.4 Parental Control Over land
Parental control over land is  a very powerful me

chanism through which they control the labour o f their 
children and ensure economic support in oM age partici
pation in family decision making*

Respondents were asked whether they had distributed 
their landed property among their children* <Xit o f 77 cases.
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three had no children and two had no landed
property o f tbeir ovn and therefore, they were excluded 
from the pucvimr o f the above question* Of the r«Bai> 
ning fifl^-tw o cases y only two respondents admitted to 
have distributed land aaong their children. Those who 
did not distribute their land were further asked to 
"state the reasons as to why land was not distributed 
among their children”? She reasons are provided in 
table 7.7.

Safrlfl 7.7
Responses to question. "Vffay land waen not 
distributed aaong children'*?

(n-50)

Besponses Huaber %

1* Children w ill not provide any 
care or assistaJQcef

2« Monetary support froa children 
for family espense w ill fa l l  or 
i t  w ill be toteJJy withdrawn

3* In old age (when they w ill become 
inactive! children w ill no more 
come to px*ovid6 any help
Xh^ w ill not be respected and 
consulted in  az  ̂ family decision 
making ty their children

11 22*0

13 26.0

16 52.0

10 20.0

It E^pears from table 7*7 that land was not d istri
buted among children because o f the fear on the part o f 
the elderly parents that once distribution is  made chil
dren would not provide any care or assistance (22%). Shay
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also thought that monetary support froB children for 
fanily expenses would be reduced or i t  would be totally 
withdrawn (26) i f  land la distributed* Hear];y' one-third 
(?2) o f the rof^ndents fe lt  that children would not 
S (p o n ta n e o u sl;7  come forward t o  help them % ^ n  they grow 
old and become inactive* An additional 20 percent main
tained the view that once land is  distributed they would 
not be respected and consulted in feMily decision malting 
by their children* 2rom tiie above findings^ i t  appears 
that parents tend to hold on their rights over property 
as long as the;  ̂ can in order to ensure their economic 
security*

!Ehusy i t  is  clear that children are desired not 
only for an economic necessity of the present or for the 
future care and sustenance* but also fo r  old age guarantee

ir

o f  residential £3ecarity* Therefore, one can reason empha
tica lly  that in  the face o f pressing economic needs o f 
the present and in the absence o f auj social security 
programme in futurOf children are the best form o f secu
rity  available to thair parents*
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SUMASX OF 0!H£ DISCUSSIOIT, COSCIiJSlQII 
A33D POUGY BEOOtfllEHDATIOg

Ihls chapter summerises the discussion and outlines* 
in b rie f, the future research needs to ioprove our ^ow-
ledge on labour utilization and economic value of children,

i 2 Bangladesh is  one of the largest and densely popu
lated countries o f the world. Ihe population of the country 
is  growing approximately at the rate o f 3 percent per annum.
Ihis high rate of population growth is  further contributing 
to the widespread miseries^ o f the people by intensifying 
the pressure on limited natural resources and inadequate 
socio-economic izifrastructure of the country.
1 Pbpulation o f Bangladesh was 76 million in 197  ̂ (see 

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 197  ̂ Population Census Report, 
National volume). The estimated population in 1980 was 88 
million (see Bureau o f S tatistics. 1979 Statistical Tear Book 
o f Bangladesh, p .6 l) .

2 Population density for the country as a whole was 1286 per
sons per square mile in 197  ̂ (see, Bangladesh Bureau o f Sta
t is t ic s . 197  ̂ Bangladesh Population Census Report, National 
Volume).

3 About 33 percent o f the agricultural labour force in rural 
Bangladesh are unemployed (Planning Commission, 1980)s 37 
percent o f rural household do not possess aziy arable land 
(Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 1979) and at least sixty

CHAFOIER - 8

percent of rural families in Ban^adesh are poor by conven
tional indices of poverty and malnutrition (A.£. J&an, 'Pb-

of Dacca, 1977)«
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The implications o f  b i^  fd r t ll ity  on Bociooeconordc 
developaent o f tlie countiear henre 'been v e i l  recoBolzed 'b? 
the policy planners and tliey have diallaed out costly and

italso Edbitious national prograones o f population control*
The major eaphasis o f  these progpsnmes was to cu3A> popula
tion {jrovth hy impxcving the supply o f contracepti-ves. These 
progrniaiiies have not been very successful iji daowing a v io i- 
ble iapact.^

This poor performance naturally divert the attention 
to the question, as to iday the rapid ^ v t h  o f population 
on national econoioy i s  not inducing sufficient nuaher o f 
people in Banc^adesh to restrict their fertility^  when 
both traditional and modem means o f  fe r t i l ity  control are 
open to them? Bangladesh and elsewhere, neither the 
village nor the state at macro level are the locus o f decisions

4 See Goverroaent o f the People's Republic o f Bangladeshi 
nLnlstl^ o f  I«ar Plan. 1^75-78:
Bncamd S L n  X««r S ia n . ~  “

5 According to Bangladesh F ertility  Survey only 10 percent 
o f cixrrently maxxied women and also esposed to pregnancy 
w«pe practicing contraception in 1975 vsee tEnistry o f 
Health and Bopulation Control t Ban^adesh F ertility  
Survey, 1975).
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governing human repccoductlon or productloii. l^hese decisions 
are Tuoerfc oftflu takwtx at inicro lev«l "by the houseboXds and 
individuaXB in  view o£ the socioeconomic situations tdxLch they 
faco* Bousohold i s  coosidered as the bafdc economic unit o f 
the society and i t  re flects  the l i f e  style o f  individiial couples 
more accusrately. In order to assess the reasons for prevolence 
o f h i^  fertility*  i t  is  necessary to knov much more a'bout 
decisiozMziaking processes and criteria  o f  the hous^old. tHie 
socio-economic context o f fe r t i l ity  vLJi rural Bangladeriti at the 
household level must be clearly understood to <^alk out appro
priate policies to curb population gjpovtii in  Banslade^« Thus, 
the design o f  e fficien t population policies in  Bangladesh and 
elseijhere requires an accurate assessm«at o f  the factors that 
deteamine fe r t i l ity  choices at the individual -  hous^old lev®!.

Keeping the cdx>ve framework in  mind a typical rural 
community (village Muiyar<diar) in  the d istrict o f  Sylhet 
is  selected for an intensive study to deteroiiae the beho> 
viour o f  parents and the role of children at houTOhold 
level* !lMs thesis takas a rigorous apprach to  ascertain 
the causes o f  h i^  fertility*  Where technique o f  data 
collection involves a blend survey aud partidpaxit obsex^ 
vation method. The resear<^er lived in  t he village for 
long e i^ t e ^  mcmths and conducted a ll interviews himself«
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However, a ll ’WOPto-agsistants for this study were recruited fpom 
local elderly educated persons of  the village, who were by pro
fession local primary school teachers and intimately familiar 
vfith the households ftom Where they collected data* IPhis made 
for greater response re lia b ility  and resulted in a very low 
rate o f non-response.

She data set used in this study was the result o f a survey 
o f 214 households in  the village. All households were strati-  ̂
fied under six econoiaic classes, according to the ownersliip of
land. --Each of tbe six econoiaic classes were further stratified  
into three annual income categories on the basis o f their res
pective yearly income. These strata were further sub-divided 
according to life -cy c le  stage of the parents into e i^ t  demo
graphic sections. Blfty percent of the total households were 
taken as sample size for this study, on the basis of random

■m ere cnr fits
stratified sampling. All sample households were taken ̂ £rom the 
above six economic classes, three annual income catagories and 
e i^ t  demographic sections. However, i t  may be mentioned that 
Landless class Iwls not represented by a ll demographic sections. 
As such, a total o f 108 households were taken.

In order to collect information from different ang3.es, 
sixteen types of extensive and very broad based questionnaries 
were framed. Thou^ the scope o f research was broad and a wide 
range o f data was collected yet the h olistic  task was to deter
mine, the reproductive behaviour o f parents at household level.
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The total land area o f the village was about three- 
quarter o f a square mile (approximately 485,00 acres).
Of a ll land owned, 66 percent (304.05 acres) were arable 
land and the remainder was used for settlement and for 
other purposes* It was observed that 51-39 percent of 
total households and 44.95 percent o f total population 
o f the village own no arable land at a ll . landholdings 
were unevonlly apportioned within the v illage. Other than 
landless group, the average size o f land was 3*58 acres 
per household. But the skewness o f the distribution could 
be gauged by noting that only 8 households (3*73 percent) 
o f economic class 6 or 7*55 percent of total population 
of the village owned 162.50 acres of land with an average 
of 20.51 acres per household or 1.59 acres per person. j
However, the landownership pattern observed in this village !
was not different from the pattern observed in the rest /

 ̂ " 'I'
o f the country.

A total of 265.05 acres or nearly 36.51 percent of 
the cropped area was found devoted to the production of 
rice , 10.19 percent to other food crops and only a very 
small quantity o f land covering only 10 acres or 3*88 

percent o f the cropped area were used for non-food crops. 
lB5»lements used for cultivation were old and primitive.
ISTo modern ia^lements like tractor or power t i l le r  was 
used by aî r household in the v illage. Bullocks provided 
the main motive power for cultivation.
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Econoiaic activity was mainly based on agricultore, 
with 85 percent of the households depended on agricultural 
works as their primary or secondairy source o f employment* 
(Por o f a ll households agricultural work was the pri
mary occupation and for additional 4235 of the households, 
i t  was the second most in?>ortant occupation). ITon-agricul- 
tural wage-labour was the primary occupation for 50 percent 
of a ll households and was a secondary occupation for an 
additional 52 percait,

57 percent o f the village population, age 5 years 
and above were literate . 9?he corresponding levels for 
male and female population were 48 percent and 24 percent 
respectively. Although the overall literacy level o f the 
village was very low, but i t  was s t i l l  higher than the 
national average^.

Fourty-four percent o f  total population (or 594 per
sons) were below 15 years o f age. She sex ratio o f males 
and females was recorded as 114 males per 100 females, 
and the dependency ratio was calculated as 87, which was 
comparatively lower than the arational dependency ratio 
(106 in 197^)* ®be high dependency ratio o f the village 
resulted from the large proportion of children in the 
population. Only 4.?0 percent o f the total dependency
6 According to 1974 census, the literacy rates for males 

and females were 51 percent and 15 percent respectively 
In rural areas.
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ratio was attributed to the aged people. The density o f 
population in the village was recorded as 202  ̂ persons 
per square laile or 782 persons per kilometer. She high 
density of population had resulted excessive pressure on 
family structure, the result of which was the growth o f 
individualistic spirit and brealting up o f Joint families. 
She ma;}orit7  of hauseholds in the village were o f single 
nuclear family units, consisting of husbands, wife and 
their unmarried children. Of a ll households, 78.50 per
cent were nuclear, supplemented nuclear and sub-nuclear 
in structure. Only 17»75 percent o f a ll households were 
joint in structure i .e .  contained more than one married 
couple. Xhe average size of households in the village 
was six persons. However, family size varied according 
to family type and economic class. Leaving out eight 
households of single persons, the average size of one 
generation family (sub-nuclear and nuclear) was 5»3 per
sons, o f a two generation family 6.9 persons and o f a 
three generation family 9.3 persons. She mean household 
size increased with the increase o f the ownership of 
land^.
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7 In landless category 1 and 2, the mean household size 
was recorded as 2.8 and 5*7 respectively. VHiereas in 
economic classes 3,^,5  and 6 , the average family size 
was found as ^*9, 6.8 , 8.0 and 12.7 respectively. It 
thus, appeared that average family size was larger in 
relatively big land owning households.
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The village provided a crude birth rate of A-1,48 
per 1000 population and the general fertili*^  rate as 
160 per 1000 o f female population (the national crude 
birth rate was calculated as 4? per 1000 and general
fe r t ility  rate as 158 per 1000 of female population).
Both the data maintained their conformity with the 
national data. Similarly crude death rate in the village 
was recorded as 20 per 1000 population (national crude 
death rate was calculated as 18 per 1000 of population).
Xhe infant mortality rate o f the village (125 infant
deaths per 1000) was found comparatively lower than the 
national data o f infant mortality (152 per 1000), As 
is  common in max̂  less developed countries, there was 
a significant migration to towns, but in this study, 
out-migration (only 23 cases) and in-migration (only 
16 cases) practically had no effect in reducing or 
increasing the pressure o f population in the v illage.

The marital status o f population in the study 
village indicate that there were no women twenty-three 
or older who had never married and no men greater the 
age of thirty-eight who had never married. The mean 
age at fir s t  marriage for a ll ever-married men was found
25.0 and the mean age at f ir s t  marriage for a ll ever 
married women was found 14*2.
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IhlS) then, was a vignette of socio-economic and 
demographic conditions obtaining in the village at the 
time o f suTvecr* !Qie village had a primary school, two 
rice-m ills and some electrification , je t  i t  was found 
laclcing in maz]̂  other modern amenities* There was no 
irrigation sŝ stem, no medical dispensary, no secondary 
school, no all-weather road, and communication was totally 
disrupted for three months each year hy the monsoon.

The present study provides empirical evidence to 
the issue raised earlier as to why fe r t ility  is  not 
checked? Given the prevailing sociali economic and demo
graphic setting in Muiyarchar, high fe r t ility  and large 
iinmber of children constitute rational economic behaviour. 
It has been observed that fe r t ility  level in Muiyarchar, 
like other parts of rural Bangladesh (v iz ., Char Gupalpur 
of %mensingh d istrict, or Barkait of Oomilla d is tr ict) 
is high and children in Muiyarchar do contribute positive 
economic time benefits to the household and that i t  is  a 
strong motivation for the household to have large number 
of children.

Children in the village, both boys and g irls  o f a ll 
economic classes were found equally participating in 
directly productive activities and household maintenance 
works from very early age o f 6-8 years. The most common 
type of activities performed by boys were : ploughing.
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sowingt transplanting, harvesting, narlceting, boat opera
ting, tending animals, collecting firewood, carrying 
messages, bringing water, and earring child etc* Girls, 
on the other hand, were found mostly engaged in sewing, 
parboiling, husldjig, grinding, sweeping, earring child, 
collecting firewood, bringing water and food preparation.
On average, children o f both sexes begin their economi
cally useful lives around age eight, Male children, on 
average, start household works by age 7»6 and female 
children by age 7»2. In case of directly productive ac
tiv it ie s , male children perform most o f the productive 
works by an average age 9*4 and that o f female children 
by age 8. 6. With the maturity o f children, boys began to 
participate in agricultural works, and on average, by age
10.2 they start most of the food preparation works.

®he time contributions o f children to the household  ̂
are found to vaiy with the age, sex and economic class
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of the household. In general, childreS~spend less working 
^ours^uring tHo firs t  few years ( 5-7 years) and the working 
hours gradually increase as they grow older and then drop 
o ff  sharply when they become old. By that time, they 
eventually leave the household. Ifale children aged 14-16 
years, work on average, as long as or longer than adults 
(40+). Girls by ages 14 or 15 also work to those o f an 
adult women (40-i-). Thus, with the increase o f age, the 
average number of hours spent in various productive activ ities
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increases steeply or by age 14 or so children o f both
sexes attain almost adult efficieacy . Xhe findings

441

indicate that overall tine utilization of male children
are comparatively higher in a ll age-groups than those 
o f females* females spend~^re time on home production 
activities ^ d  less on directly productive works. !I?he 
time-benefits per child to the household are found maxi- 
mam for the low and medium households. However, forj^he 
higher economic classes the costs are e:^ected to be
relatively higher and the benefits lower. It shows that
the children in landless category 1 and 2 contribute the 
greatest amount of economic time benefits to the house
hold. A clfiasr look into the household characteristics 
revealed that children from poor households 'allocate 
more time to income earning production time, including
child care, then do their richer counterparts, ffor( ̂  ---
leisure time, with the increase of age, leisure per child 
decreases.

fffoathly breakdown of time-input data indicate that 
children of both sexes contribute moi>e time during bu^ 
agricultural seasons o f the year, while during slack 
months o f the year, time contribution in different pro
ductive activities sharply fa l l .

y
Household size has a positive effect on the ch ild 's 

total economic time, implying that as the household size 
increases, the economic time contribution per child to

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



the houaeholdalso increases* With few exceptions below 
the age 20, ownership o f land has a negative effect on 
both home and market production time o f the male c^ild 
for landless classes 1 and 2, implying that as the land- 
holding increases, the economic time contribution to the 
household o f per male child decreases* The reverse is  
the case after the age of 20* In case o f females, with 
few exceptions, economic time contribution per child in 
market and home production activitiea decreases with the 
increase of landholdings. As obser^d« land lw ld i^ ,_ in  
general, has a positive effect on leisure time o f the 
child* . j^sLire time per child is  decreased with more 
education in low Income households comparing to medium 
and high income households* Schooling time has a negative 
effect on a ll economic time variables for a ll economic 
classes, and a positive effect on leisure time* Ihis_-is, 
probably the basic reason for large incidence o f school
dropouts in the village.

I f  the cost o f bringing up a child in the village 
is  considered, one w ill find that i t  is relatively very 
ct^ap for individual families. 9!he basic escpenses in the 
village are on food followed by clothing, education and 
medicine* Concerniog the food consumption pattern o f 
the village, i t  has been observed that what is  consumed
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"by dxLldreUf especiall^jr those undar ten jbsxb o t  a@a« i s  far 
loss tlam that consuBwd by an adults While the averaoe dtilly 
food cost o f a child 0-7 years vacies £pom Taka 1.75 to TaJsa 
5*73t in that case, the marLmunt dadlly food cost o f a uiale 
adult 30->29 years i s  recorded as Taka 8*06.

As regards the cost o f  edacation is  conc«med, i t  i s  
found relatively low, so long the d iild  i s  in  primary school* 
But, as soon as a child finishes primary education, and i f  he 
is  send to secondary school, then cost w ill r ise , since tuition 
fees have to be paid, in addition to ejcpenses for books aM 
statiouaries« Because o f tM s h i^  cost o f  education, poor 
parents often Haiit their children's education upto piiiaaxy 
schooling.

Thou^ monthly costs o f clothing appear to be substco>- 
t ia l in  relation to oedical expenses, ;y*t i t  does not consti-- 
tute any problem. Xoung children in most cases use the clothes 
of  thei r  elders* Ifev clothes are normally purchased on the 
eve o f some big occasions (like Eid or ^laxriage).

S>q>enditure on medicine by parents in  the raising o f 
children is  not substantial. As v illi@ » io  less develo
ped, therefore, people re ly  oa traditional lowwr cost 
heaJgi sgĝ c e s. Pew 30 to hospital. Which i s  situated 
about live miles avay from the village. The persons 
Tdho 0P to hospitals are usually represented £rom big 
Isoidowoing classes. In other cases, those ntbo develop 
certain complications relating to child birth normally
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v is it  the hospital.

total cost related to the delivery o f a d illd  is  
calculated approximately Taica 139 per deliw ry . While this 
appears to be reasonably Mgh, abo;xt 36 percent o f tiiis is  
spent on special food and ceremonies« and a relatively sxiall 
somount is  £^ent on actual delivery. It is  o f course, true 
that big Iffiidownins households u£Rially spend more money on 
various items related to child b ir1±L«

!Ehe ftndings o f the study^jeg^et that male chLldren 
consume substantially more than they produce until they 
reach 14-16 years o f ago. Hale children from the early 
a@e o f  14 start to compensate their oonsisaption« and by 
aoe 20, they prodiK^ almost twice as much as tlMy consune. 
This applies to peak a^slcultural months. Whereas, in 
slack agricultural seascms, the voaek opportunities o f  male 
children decline. As suciif in  lAack months o f  the yoar, 
they cannot con^nsate more than 45 per cent o f their 
consumption even a* a higher age o f  25. Considerine 
net productivity by economic classt children o f  landr*
less classes 1 and 2 are fbund acquiring economic efficiency 
o t  an earlier age (at age 11} comparing to those o f  econordc 
classes 5 and 6 (at age I ? ) .  This, however, i s  not true for 
a l l  months. Only in peak agricultural months, male children 
o f oconomio classes 5 «Qd 6 start to compensate l ^ i r  consum
ption by age 17, but during lean agricultural months, they 
cannot con^nsate their consumption t i l l  the age o f  20.
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In case of female cliildreii| i t  is  observed that they cannot 
compensate their tota l consumption by the time they leave their 
parents households. Only between the ages 5CM9 female adultsI
a2?e founi productive. However, thou^ female children and j 
adult women spend lesser time in marbBt production activities# 
yet they perform household chores and may be ;Just as useful as

s

men.

The role of children as old age security was also discussed 
andj^l^as found tdaat children provide economic support to their 
parents in  times o f  distress and in old age. Seventy six percent 
elderly persons o f the village admitted that they received money 
or financial assistance from their children irrespective of_ 
whether they (children) were residing in the village or in the 
town with or without spouse (for detail see Chapter 7)* ^he data 
used in this study provides empirical evidence that at micro 
level an increase in the number o f family members constitute a 
u tility  rather than a d isu tility  to the household.
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8.2 Concladinf^ Remarks

On the basis o£ the existing knovledge, the present 
study permits to formulate at least two firm conclusions 
relating to the fe r t ility  behaviour o f parents in peasant 
societies at household level. That in a society, ( i )  where 
children contribute to the household production from early 
childhood and mitigate the pervasive and substantial 
economic risks that confronts households, where the net 
positive economic value of children are higher and where 
children are considered as a guaranteed source of security 
and economic support to their parents in times of siclcness 
and old age, high fe r t ility  would be a rational behaviour, 
( i i )  Similarly, in a society, where ma ĵority of parents 
have no insurance against illness or accidents, and such 
social security benefits as old age pensions or unemploy~

A ax<TT\cvw\t.
ment insurance are non-existent, the^utility o f children 
among the poor classes w ill exist and the pattern of 
unconstrained reproductive behaviour appears to be rational.

A limited policy that seems to make contraceptive 
supplies and services widely acceptable cannot alone be 
esqpected to have a significant impact on aggregate fe r ti
l ity . Such a policy in no way can check the powerful 
incentive for high fe r t i l ity , nor i t  can work against the 
risk or eliminate sources of risk or effect the productivity 
of children. Unless acceptable alternatives to children as

a source o f social end economic support are found and parents
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aoEA paaxeoiss are provided legitinata altematlTes to chil
dren, i t  is  unlikely that coaples at nicro level w ill 
pay l i t t le  attention to the propaganda of small family 
size nona and therefore fe r t ility  would he higher.

Keeping in view with the above conclusions* the 
following section deals with the policy recommendations.

8.3 ^oUsr.

In most o f the developing countries particularly 
in rural areas, children are viewed as productive agents.

V

Because, from early childhood children participate in 
useful household and economic activ ities. Sons are found 
to help their father in family farm or in family business. 
Daughters also aid their mother in performing household 
chores. Other type o f activities in which children are 
found useful include carrying child, tending animals, 
carrying firewood and the like . Moreover, children in 
developing countries are also considered as a source of 
financial seciu^ty to their parents in old age and in 
emergencies. In fact, these are the major reasons why 
parents in developing countries and particularly those 
o f rural areas want large families.

In order to bring about a significant reduction 
in fe r t ility , efforts should be made to make parents of 
developing countries and particularly those o f rural 
population more independent and se lf-su ffic ien t. Parents
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w ill become independent and self-su fficient only when a 
society modernizes and achieve high levels o f economic 
and social development. In the absence o f any institu
tional support o f social security prograiame (such as : 
public health and welfare measures* pension plans, 
private annuity and l i f e  insurance programme) thoughout 
the country and particularly in rural areas, children 
w ill remain as the only dependable source o f support for

O
their widow mothers, aged and physically disabled parents • 
Zherefore, inorder to replace the role o f children in 
providing economic and social security to parents, atten
tion should be given to introduce social security system, 
small saving institutions, pension funds and other such 
devises. Government in peasant societies should develop 
social security systems for the aged, so that with such 
protection elderly couples would not need large number of

8 Ihe motive for wanting many children seems to be s t i l l  
ia^ortant in many less developed countries where there 
is  l i t t le  non-family provision for old-age assistance.
In Bangladesh, for example, less than 2 percent of wor- 
ii^  population is covered by pension plans. In Hongkong,
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in a Pilot Stu^” in James T. Jawcett ed. The Satisfac
tions and Costs of Children: Ihesis. Concepts, liethods, 
Honolulu: East-west Pbpulation Institute, East-West Centre 
(1972, p.215).
Charles Holm has detected a tendency for the limitation 
and expansion o f social Insurance Programmes to be asso
ciated with subsequent reduction in fe r t i l ity . See Charles 
f .  Holm, "Social Security and fe r t i l i t y : An International 
Perspective” , Demography, Vol.12, Ho.4 (Uovember 1975)* 
pp.629-644.
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children (particalarlj sons) to be assured o f support when 
they can no longer manage on their own. iChere are many 
ways of financing an old-age security system, depending 
on the nature of the economy. In a developing country 
like Bangladesh, where there is  the dearth o f finance, in 
that case, as an alternative to a government operated sys
tem, one may conceive o f an old age support system adminis
tered by rural agricultural co-operative institutions o f 
farmers. Members o f such association would contribute in 
their peak working years and thus become elig ib le  for a 
kind of old-age-pension. Or government may create new 
fund out of new tasces or savings under the development 
effort for financing the required amount o f old-age-pensions. 
Id.fe insurance is  an important means o f old-age-support in 
more developed countries and should be promoted more ener
getically in Bangladesh including the rural areas. People 
usually treat l i f e  insurance premiums as obligatory expenses 
rather than savings. This can ultimately work as a safe
guard against old-age and economic u tility  o f children 
would then decline. Aside from old age security ;^stem 
and l i fe  insurance, peasants in rural areas should be en
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couraged t^ develop their habits o f  savings in post o ffices
and banks. Rural Banking in Bangladesh can play an impor
tant role in this respect, ~ "
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A couples escpectation of costs for a given child 
dopeuds not on^ on expected prices o f goods and services 
to be purchased in the market but also on the couples 
aspiration for the child* Desire for a higher quality 
child (educated and healthier) increases perceived costs 
per child and this higher price for child services, other 
things being equal, w ill lead to lower children.

However, once children in peasant societies are 
allowed to attend school, either by choice or by legal 
compulsion, then this aay decrease the participation of 
children in both market production and home production 
activ ities. Participation of children in s6,hool for 
longer period o f time and greater investment in education
of children is  often suggested by many (H o ls i^ ^  __
£asarda_l9^, I>e lEray '1976)  ̂ as one o f the aechanisne to 
induce a lower demand for additional children among the 
parents. By studying forty-nine countries o f the world 
Kasarda (1971 in his research observed lower fe r t ility
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9 Holsinger Donald B. and S^sarda, John D, 1976, "Educatio
nal and ftiman Fertility : Sociological Perspectives", in 
Ronald Ridker (ed). Population and Development, Bultimorei 
!fhe Johns Hopkins University Press.
De iCrayj Dennis, S. 1976 "Population Growth and Educatio
nal Policiesi An Economic Perspective*'in Ronald Ridker (ed). 
Poj^ulation and Development, Baltimore: She Johns Hopkins 
University Press.

10 Kasarda John D, 1971 "Economic Structure and fe r t i l ity : A 
Comparative Analysis", Demography 8(5) (August), pp*307-517<
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in those countries «bere more cblldresi in tbs age groi^
are £ourd enrolled in schools^ compflorlxig to those 

coujatries where large proportion o f  cM.ldr«n o f  the sqciq 
ago group are found partidpatine in econoioic activitleB 
rather than @3ing to school. Sliast iQeeping other things 
conatrant policies dealing icLth incseasins enrolment rate 
by reducing < îiM IsQ̂ our contrlhutions can substantially 
c^eck fe r t i l ity  and increase the net economic price o f 
children.

But in the rural society o f BangLade^y there are
soTTeral practical impediments towards inducing parents
to put their children in school for a longer period o f
time. In a society lltee ours where laost of the parents
in the villajge live at subsistence or below subsistence
lev^l« where the net eoonotoic returns JDkhq diildren are
h5.̂ G£T| where financial oonstraints are t^e ma^ox hurdle
o f providing education to children^ idiere the return fj?cci
in7efftaont in education per child is  very uncertain (in

aM
a situfiction o f hi|^ mortality) y/where there i s  a tremen
dous dearth o f school fa c ilit ie s  in rural area«^^,under

11 Acceding to the statement o f  Bangladesh Bureau o f Sta
t is t ic s , 197o» there are onl^ 59914 (39684 for boys and 
230 for g irls ) primary md 8327 oeccsidary schools (7217 
for b o^  and UlO for g ir ls ) for (dtildren 5 Tears and 
above t^w ev^ , i f  we confine to potoitia l school going 
ages, say >-19'i this figure comes to 28 m illions. Hef: 
Population Census o f Bangladecih 1974) • only there is  
a deactrth o f  overall school fa c ilit ie s  in  the country but 
t^ere is  also an uneven distribution. Availability o f 
primary schools in urban area per thousand population 
oo^d 5-19 3̂ ars i s  estimated to be 1.16 in cc^trast to 1.31 
in rural areas but only 7*825̂  o f the population of tSiis age 
live in  urban areas*
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the clrounstonces^ parents would iiot be encouraged to 
send tlxeir children to school.

Hbwo'9«r« there are seim?al different wâ B one may 
try  to induce parents to fceep their children to school* 
Gov|pwiment may prohibit child laibour by legislation and / 
declare i t  as a pusdLj^able offence or con ^ l parents to 
send their children to school by introdudne compulsory 
free education i:^to secondary le-vel. But mere compulsory 
measure vLU not solve the problem* Because« education 
o f children in our coozrtry con flicts vLth their value to 
parents as a ^ cu ltu ra l helpers. Parents the study 
v U la ^  ijiotta lly  have a greater relu^aaoe to send their 
ch ildr^  to school, due to ©conomic u tility  o f
children* Parents have come to realize that, by educati
ng their chlldrea, they only make tSiem as unemployed
drifters ii<ho fee l themselves to be too good to farm for 
their parents. In the study viUa@» and elsei«here in 
rural Bxui^adei^ many such young people are found, vho 
after fa iling to  find a Job in  the twon hav  ̂ returned to 
idle about near their relatives. Such diildren beccsae a 
lialxLlity, rather than an asset. Parents are also avare 
of the corzolation between education and migration outside 
the v illage. know that once a boy become educated,
he must go outside the village in Sylhet town or in  Dacca
city  to find suitable ~emplo^ent. This makes i t  d ifficu lt
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fOB? pmMQta to  roop the bensfLts o f  their ^ c d f l c o *  Svmi 
t£  the boy finds enploTUient;* i t  often t«k»B him 7eco?a 
to get QstflObli8h0d« ?or this seoaon* investment in  edu* 
cation and school attendmoe after pasLiaary level seoos -b 
be do cling, Howover, govemaent may minimise the dropout a 
during and after tho prlo«X!y stAge by adopting oectcdn 
rea listio  aeaoures in  the form o f  providing suhol^M and 
monotory iacegtlvojB and thns relieve the burden o f  cost 
o f schooling for tmny par<sits«/If the system o f  educciF» 
tlon i s  based oooceruing to  improve the living conditiono 
o f  th» oaasest i f  the system Is geared to create more 
etiployment opportunities in  rural areas and i f  the ooa>~ 

vsntlcmal syntrem o f schooling i s  dtsi^ied to allow more 
rural children to participate in  educational pro^ramnet 
thm compulsory neasuret in  that case* would bring some 
real benefit o«

I£oMever» in a society^ \ihere one out o f ovis^ seven 
children bom in  rural areas s t i l l  fa ils  to  survive, vihoro 
one cannot preserve family name or property without childasm 
\0»3ro children elevate ttie parents position in  fAn& oommunity* 
in  thfitb case introduction o f  old b0» securltyt development 
o f  ouitoble savings media for  fa2»ier« prohibition o f  child 
lo2}our by Xegislationt intsoduotion o f  firae oompuloory 
education upto oeoondary level* and redistribution o f  large
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and taî iia size lioidholdlngB to oaaXl unite "bj land reftsam 
policy 1387 voork to reduoe tlie econoolQ vaXua o t  dslldren in  
a society to aam extent -  bat i t  esimot to ta lly  eUndnabe 
the oconomio u tility  o f cbildsran to t ^ i s  pioB^ata. Becattse* 
(Mldven ape the latest and £o3?eao0t **tvea8ca?e” of pco?ents 

tliot In tbe socio-econooic aettine vithin ubidti people 
liv e , children ore an asset*
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P̂PEUTiTQIia 

A.1 HOUSBHOLD SUIS BUBOET fCBtt

]>escription o f actiTitlea performed by an indivi- 
daalt fl70 (^) years and above, per day from ^*00 
a«iii« In the aoming upto 11.00 p.m. at night

Household Hb._
Xndividaal Identification l!o..

Date_ (Morning) Hoe Date. .(Ilomijig)

< 5*00 a.m.

6.00 a.m

7«00 a.tii

8.00 a.m ..

9*00 a.m

10.00 a.m

11.00 a.m .

12.00 a.m ■
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Date (Aftemooa.Evening, aime
Date (Afternoon.

1«00 fimrn

a.oo p«a ■

^•00 p.m

4*00 p.m <

__
^00 p.B <

6.00 p.m •

7*00 p*B •

8«00 p.6i .

9.00 p.m .

. 10.00 P.IB •

11.00 p.o

Signature o f  the Iznrestigator. 
Date o f Inveatigation
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jU S m iT T  0QDS5

1« Aiaine i:soa Sleep/Going to Lati^inA^ashing face« 
Hands, Ik̂  eto«

2* BatlV^oUot
3.  So PorfQicia "<^"/So sa? Prayera/Io go to Uosqa«/

To 2*erj.d Qtt2?ttH
Ah. To Bet/To tiake Pood/T»a/®o anything (All

coiisuKptlon actlY itles) exclading Betal-leaves &
Betalmitn & Clgarottes*

5« To zread BooiEs/Att^od iichool/Attend Tutor (Att<nd«nc» 
in Sc2u>ol OP Tt^or include travel tlme)/All activi
ties relating to Study.

6. To atfet»d in any fonction” in school (Mot related" 
to Stu^)

7* To attend ia  any Social activity related to 
m arrla^c/ii^id/Aqiqa/^lad/Bir th/fie ath/Shalisl^ 
P olitica l meeting/Tablig etc*

8. Td go to uny other place not related vith social 
activity, mush Walking/to go to a relations 
house/to a i'rionds house.

9* ^leep dujdng the dey/To take rest/To gossij^/^awke/ 
To eat j&itol-ldarves and betal-nuts etc*

10* To peri020 Physical Exercise/To Play*
11* To becouo i;»iak {!£  one is  found aick, he is  s,*

consisiejd. sick for a ll day* Activities relating 
to to ile t , eating, sleeping in day tiae« rest etc* 
are coded cs sick)*

12* Cultivation o f Paddy
12(1) Clean Land
12(2) ^ou£;lv^evelyftiuddle
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12(5) Sow/Sbraaaplant/Veod/Othor related pra-harveat 
aotlv itiee, saoh as, apply manure, fe r t iliz e r , 
insectlcidot pesticidey negotiate »har» - orop 
contract otc*

12(4) Harirest/Carxy
12(5) Carry only
12(6) Threisb/cos^drvision o£ tbresliing
12(7) Dry/sttpervision o f drying
12(8) Orashine Kith 'Bkeki'/with machine/
12(9) Storins o f s^ads/other poat-harvest activ ities

o f pad^ (I t  includes supenrision works, borrowing 
and leading of zaojiey; bat, excludes activ ities 
like dryi2is;» iiuaking, winnowing, parboilii^, 
oiarkotins e tc .)

13*_ Jute Cultivation
' I I I  ^  II _  ̂ _

13( 1)- jPteparatioa o f land for, cultivation of jute/clean/ 
plougVlevcl

15(2) Sow/weed
13( 5) Harvest and biindle/carry to Bari
13(4) Seeping the ;jate bundles beneath the water
15(5) Strlp/waah
13(6) l)xy/oth«9£> 3?elated activ ities , such as, use o f

manures;, cheiaicals, fe r t iliz e r , plot supervision,
storiiic,' of ;jute and patshula

1 *̂ Vegotablo Cultivation
14>(l) Preparation o f land for cultivation o f vegetables/ 

clean/plout^j/level
14(2) Pick tomatoas/other types o f vegetables
14(3) Pick ch illis
14(4) Collect potatoes/other types o f  vegetables froo 

under-tsrottiad
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14(5) OoUoct o i l  3e«ds and dal (QUg» moshtir, ]colal) 
froia th^ £iold

14(6) Oolloot betial-nuts/b9tal-leav68/ooconut/oi^£Lge/ 
pineapx*lo etc. from trees
£lsbi2{̂  Activities
Catciiing q£ fisli 

15(2) Kakini; o f  aetSf roda, traps and dams 
15( 5) C)E>erete boats for earring fish 
15(4) Chiar\21ns the eateh 
15(5) ftjep axing bait 
15(6) Marketwas the catch
16. Animni Care
16(1) Tend cnttle (eoir, baffalo, goat)
16(2) Collecting fodder and feed for animals
16( 3) Clean eow-shed
16(4) Waoliiiis the body of cattle/bath
16(5) Draw tailfe froo gow/goat ' r ; ,i
16(6) Ŝ encl ohickenfl/dacJca/geese '
17.  Sale
17( 1 ) ®end 2al^ ( i t  includes different tgrpes of

asricultorril and cottage industries products, milk, 
vegetablesy cattle , chickens, ducks, geese, birds, 
bsmboo bnnboo products etc- 

17 (2) Carring gooda to loarket for sale 
17( 5) ft?ep::^ iiiffercnt food items (such as, sweets,

paratzi, luchi, semai, cakes, nturi, chira, pia^i, 
*acha2?* prepared from mango and other fruits e tc .)  
fanr coiieuiaption and sale these foods in the eiarket

Id. Wage labour
18(1) iChe vork o f  a barbar 
13(2) She ‘trork o f  a launderer 
13(5) She work o f a Boat-man
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13(4-) She woxfc o f  a fiikshav driver
18(5) 35ic v/ork o f  a Car/Bal>y-taxi driver
18(6) Ihe ŷ oxik. o£ a CsTpenter/Mason
18(7) work or tlie owoer oX a alaop or a paid

©oploQTee
13(8) She V03± q£ a Si9sehM/Doetor/Burs«t/BakiB or axQr 

person en^lc^ed in aocT Govexzttwit or private Job 
sot meatiozuid earlier 

13(9) work o f a serv-ant/maid-servant 
18(10) Uie or a daily labour/supexvision o f the

v#orks (the nature o f woi*s is  to be mentioned)
19. Oonetmotioii, Hepaix and riaiatenance of Oyn Hoae

and (not mentioned earlier)
19(1) £epai37 o£ floor ineli;hding aaintenanoe 
19(2) Repair aM maintenance o f roof 
19( 3) Repair and msjintenanoe o f wall
19(4) Conatx'uotion o f new huts, structure/overall repair : ' ' 11o f  htttc!, Gtructure/other repair* construction
19(5) Clean and sharpen tools
20. OottaG© Induetry
20(1 ) ilaianG oi* caae and bamboo products 
20(2) Weaving 
20( 5) Sewing
20(4) Other cottage indastry products made o f wool, 

cotton <̂ tc«
21. Other ft^ductive Worlcs
21(1 ) Hunting
21(2) Gathering vegetables/wild fruits from Jungles and 

other food
21( 3) Beg&U ;̂
22. JlarkotlnG
22(1 ) Purchase of goods from neibouring shops 
22(2) ^ îrchase o f ^oods both from near and distent place* 

either for botieehold consmaption, use or sale
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22(3) Shopping for household consuqption alona/earxylng 
purchnaod goods from the market

23* A)od i^E^arotion 
23CI) Clean rico/winnow 
23(2) Gxind len til
23(3) <>rind spioea
23M  Vash food/Out/Peel/Skin etc* (vegetables)
23(3) Cat fjUdi and neat 
23(6) Cool^rspare !Cea
23(7 ) Serre Odals/carslng food to the fie ld

23(8) Veu  ̂ oar dean dieses 
23(9) Collect £Lreuood/tinder/oow-dong 
23(10) Sveep/WaE  ̂or clean houses 
23(11 )^Vash or dean clothes 
23(12) Caxx7  vater , 1
23(13)° Send isessages 
23(14) Garxsr Child 
23(1^) Sexve patient

Qneqplogred
24(1) Lookliig fo r  wox^D^agrieultttral or non-agricultural 

(onspecified)
24(2) Looking fop wosHsers «  agricultural or non^griculturd 

(unspeoified)*
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A.3 UST OF WTmTIEa Qt UmuSBIEO OHIJUIBEII IN 
HJlXiffiCHAa (i|. ZEAB3 ASD ASOTE)

Household Bo.
Indivldaal Identlfloation lio.

Id.t or Activiti.0 ^  S i tz iS s f
wage entxy

1* Carx7 Child
2« Cax^ water
3« CarxT hakkV 

Itinch to fie ld
T — r -  ̂i-.I *__<;

4* Camy Bessageo ‘ 'v
5« ifeke purchase . _ __

6» Cany flrowood
7* Cut fircMOod
3« Carxgr goods 

to wanxot
9« 3!end sale at -

aarlset
10, Graze and water 

animals
1i» Cleauiog Cowshed
12* Cut fooder
i3* HLlk oowB
i4« Send fowl
i5* Send goats
16* Bepalr thatch
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Hot of AcUvitiOB “"f 5®“  5“  if*  f*V* f ir s t
___________________________________________ wage______________  ontiy

17* Bopair thatch
18* Repair vails
19« Sharpen tools

Clean tools
21- Sweep
22« Vash clothes
25* Wash dishes
24w Wash and poel 

food
2%  Cook
26* Serve seals
27* Grind/dal
28» Grind spioes
29* fiuak (Dekhi) ,' ' I I ,

3 0 *  tfinow  r i c e  ' ^  ' i : f

3-1. Iiiy riee
32« Sew Kata
3̂m Sew clothes

34'. Weave bamboo
l̂ake nets

36* Gjperate boats
37. «Lsh
33* Plough
39* level
40* fuddle
41, WeedCei^er 

paddy or 
^tohen guasrden)

42* Hoe
43* Jlanixring
44« Clod breaking

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



464

M st o t  Activltlei} Keyer Has done Has done Age at 
done not fo r  fo r  wage Jtirst

wage entxar

j't.

4-̂ * Sowizig 
46* 9!ran^lnnt pad^ 
47* fiaxvest paddy 
48. Carry paddy 
49* aJhreslx paddy 

Parboil rice
51.  Cut/tondXe jut©
52. Strip 3ate
53* Wash date

y"'  ̂ —  ■ i ^  -  ' '  ' ' ' '

54. Plck/ChilLLs^
- dal/fl|pices -

55* Dig onions/ 
potato

56. Cut arum

)T“; / /
- -  .sH

'■p'

Sane o f the Inves^^ato^ 
Date o f Imreatigation 
JEim© o f layestigatian
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Detail fkvealBdoira o f  Ammal Xocome o f 
214 ScHiseholds o f  Tillage fkiiyarohar

466

Level o f Ajtmuyl IziooBie 
(Talta)

Iftimber o f 
Houeeholds Pereeutage

lees thaxk 1«200*00 5 1.40
1,201.X -1 ,300*00 2 0.95
1,301»00-2,400.00 2 0.95
2,«)1.00-3*000«00 10 4.67
3,001.00-5,600.00 15 6.07
5.601.00-^,200,00 14 6.54
4,201.00-4 ,8 (».00 19 8.87
4,801.00-5,400.00 9 4.20
5,401.00-6,000.00 16 7.47
6,001.00-6,600.00 18 8.41
6,601.00-7,200*00 15 7.00
7 ^ .0 0 -7 *30 0 .00 11 5.14
7,301.00-6,400.00 10 4.67
8,401.00-9,000.00 1.86
9,001.00-9,600.00 i " :: 7 5.27
9,601.00-10,200.00 5 2.55
10,201.00-10,800«00 11 5.14
10,801.00-11,400.00 5 2.55
11,401.00-12,000.00 4 1.86
12,001.00-15,000.00 16 7.47
15,001.00-^,000.00 9 4.20
20,901. 0&-25t000«00 5 1.40
25,001. 00- 50, 000.00 1 0.46
50,001.00-40,000.00 4 1.86
40,001.00-50,000.00 2 0.95
50,001.00-^,000.00 1 0.46

SOtCAL 214 99.87*
•*> Sotals msj ziot add to 100.0 due to rouodlng error*
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S«S.5 Caloulatiozi o f Averam Annual Inoome o f 
214- SousdhoXds o f Tillage Haljarohar 

from S,5P.2

^ 7

a dx f.dx

600.00 - 7 , 500.50 - 22, 501.50
1 , 500.50 -6,600.00 - 15, 200.00
2, 100.50 -^,000.00 -12,000.00
2 , 700.50 -5,400.00 - 54,000.00
5, 300.50 -4,800.00 -62,400.00
5, 900.50 -4,200.00 -58,800.00
4 , 500.50 -5,600.00 -68,400.00
5,100.p0 -5,000.00 - 27,000.00
5 . 700.50 -2,400.00 -58,400.00
5, 300.50 -1,800.00 -52,400.00
6*900.50 -1,200.00 -18,000.00
7,500.50 -600.00 -6,600.00
8, 100,50 0 0
8 ,700.50 4600.00 ♦2,400.00
9*, 500.50 41,200.00 ♦8,400.00
9,9CO.pO 41,800.00 ♦9,000.00

10, 500.50 ♦2,400.00 ♦26,400.00
11, 100.50 ♦5,000.00 ♦15, 000.00
11, 700.50 ♦5,600.00 ♦14,400.00
13, 500.00 ♦5,400.00 466,400.00
17 , 500.50 ♦9,400.00 464,600.00
22, 500.50 ♦14,400.00 ♦45,200.00
27. 500.50 ♦19,400.00 ♦19,400.00
55, 000.50 ♦26,900.00 ♦107,600.00
45, 000.50 ♦56,900.00 ♦75,800.00
70,000.50 ♦61,900.00 ♦61,900.00

a • md>value 
X » Assa&ed msxL (3100.30) 

d3c » Deviation Sxom. ossuaed mean 
f  » frequent^ Cshovn in  column 2« S.S .2) 
f«dx» Fr^queo^ tisilti^lled I37 dx.

dx- SSotal dsTiation (caloolated froa assuBied i»an)
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GLOSaAEY

Aero mmm » A aeaouxd o f  land equal to A840 square yards 
or 100.00 deciioal*

Aachra « It is  en agrieoltural iiapX«B«at. Uben tbe seeds
have to shoort, the s o il Is loos^ed axid
voode are renoved hj anchra or oonib.

Aqika « Eutortainmeat o f poor and reXatloas Idqt slaughte-
rizig a dMoestic aninal on the ooeasion o f the 
birth o f a child*

Aua « Zha iiost important caltivable crop o f the
TTiXIUî  is  Alls. It is  iisoally sown in the iBonths 
o f ^ril-JlsQr and harrested in the aonths o f 
Attgiaat and September* A total o f 177*00 acres o f 
laiad in the village are found under Aus oultiva- 
tion* Average per acre production o f  Aus in the
village is  12 maunds*

f "
Aoazi -  Aettm is  another iaportant' cultivable crop o f

the vlXlage* It is  usually sown in the oonths 
of Ĵ il̂ <-August and harvested in the months o f 
Sbv-i^or and Seoeiaber* A total o f  acres o f
land in the village are found under Aman cultiva- 
tier . Average per acre production o f Man crop 
in the village is  naunds*

Bigha ■■ A siQasare o f land equal to one-third o f an acre 
or Om33 de^Aal.

Bari * A Bari is  a unit o f two or more patrllineally
related households* Tergr often, bari in the 
v illoge consist o f  a father and his sons* a ll 
o f !^oa are heads o f separate householdst a 
groiq? o f  brothers and a group cousins.

Boro « Boro is  l^pe o f crop cultivated in the village*
SaoeoibOT and January are the sowing season of 
Boro crop* Sbis crop is  usually harvested in 
J^ril and Ifay* Total cultivable area o f this

HGS
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crop in the village is  only 8*00 actes. Average 
yield  po7 acre o£ Boro crop la  the village is  20 
lauaiide.

Ohula -  I t  Is a firejplace or hearth where foods are
oooked#

Ohattack > A iieosnTO ot weight equal to ooe-slsteenth o f 
a seer.

Ohai^rkhalo I t  ia a ^ a l l  river ezkriched b j waters o f a
istreaa o f Bvama azid passes nearly two
to the north o f the study village 'Hoisrarchar*

ShalcL -  I t  is  uood for husking grain. A dheki is  made of
a long beam with pastle affixed at the end, which 
ie  ajtjjported by two posts at aboat two-third 
le n {^  ftOQ the head. She shorter end is  depre
ssed the foot, and tlie pestle is  thus raised 
into the air* the weight is  then removed and the 
pestle fa lls  into a small hole in which the grain 
is  placer*

Gixiiasta ?aribiu?£ >• It  refers to high status £(islim families*
IifififB » A pious muslin, having religious eduoationt always

attached with a mosque and lead the five times
pray«r»

Jeels -  low lying areas being f i l le d  with large body o f
water entirely surrounded hy land. It looks like 
smpll lakes, locally  known as Wheels.

Kata • I t  is  one-tenth o f an acre, or equal to O.iO
decimstl*

Kachi » An agricultural iogplement for harvesting, alter
natively* called rake*

Sodali « An asi*icultaral iiaplement used fo r  digging, a lter-
ncitively, called spade. I t  is  made o f iron*
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Khandan
Parlbars

Paribars
I'laujod

J3o±

Oztt

I^tshula
iftixdah

Paoca
Salish

II ’
S«er

Sltalpatl
Soina
Saka

SabUs 

tEehail Office*

p I t  refers to high status Oisliai faailies*

I t  refers to landless families.
I t  is  a aeasure o f  weight« equal to fort^ seers 
or 32*3 lbs*
Harcow is  locally known as Hoi* It is  an agri- 
cultural in$>leaeatf franed with iron ^ ik es .
It  is  the legal purity consisting o f washing 
tha face, two hands, two feet and wiping over 
tbs head with wet fingores*
Jute sticks are usoallj' called patshola.
It is  a religious prejudice which prevent 
women froa their free movesent outside hooe*
A construction built with cenent and bricks.
jftmicable settlenent o f disputes between two 
persons or parties.
I t  is  a aeasure o f weight, equal to sixteen 
chattack or 2.0^ lbs .
I t  is  a good quality mat made o f cane*
It is  a liver in S|ylhet d istr ict .
OurrezUliy o f Bangladesh. I t  is  equivalent to 
100 paisa.
lo  preach the aessage o f Allah and the code 
o f shariat to others.
I t  i s  an o ffice  where land records o f tile 
village is  avdLlable.
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