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givan a fixed rate of discount, many other xiters® havo

ghowm thot in less developed countries, the cost 0f addi=-
tional birth outvwelgh its benefits.

But very recently, several mutho:.'ss have put foruvard
an oppocite view. They consldered that at the micyrow-level,
an incroanse in the numbex of childron constitutes a utility,
rather than a disutility to the housechold. They examined
the material contribution of children of sgriculturally
based population in quantitative terms and have showm that
childron do make contributions to the household at early
ages. They also exomdned ti;e value of Children to their
elderly porents as a source of economic suppoxrt. These
bcenefite. according to them, outwelgh the costs of raising
children. According to these analysis, high fertility
appears to be a yational decislon.

4, 8inon, L, 1969 "The Value ot Avoided B:Lrths in Under-
aevelo,pfd.« Countyi.es!, oulation St
DOG Enke’ B 1957, p a
wth and Economic Development'

-E%‘E?” 71,1, pp.19-75; Buko, S, 4008, Ve Soonzitos
0 ocrnment P ents to limit ngglation' E i
SV CLODIMCH bV s sl 19543 s D

: Benofit Analysi.s of
the Barbados i‘amilg ann:lng Progranme? ,
Bt 2‘7 2 5%=50l3 Casgsen, Roberb olfson,
gaz-e Planning for Growing opulation

Develomnent entre of the Organisation For Esonomic
Go—operation and Development, Paris.

5. Caldvell ey 1976, "Touards a Restatement of Demo-
gaphic Eirand.tion Theory: An Invest:ifa on of Condi~
onsg bofore and at the onset of Fertility Decline

Enploying P:.'imarily African Experience and Data”,
LoD Dove og nt Reviey, 2(3) PP-)21-)66
iyth o Egilation Control!
(Het. Yorl:z W° te, B., 1976, 'Th e
Econonic ance 0 en in a J’avanese Vill
inli. Nﬂg ed ’ LI LA )L O s St £ A ol ..
Hogue; lMouton); & nga
own Forbunez En uiry :Lnto the velue of o.hildren in a
Javanese village', A K.U D :




Dhaka University Institutional Repository

CHAPTER « 4
ZINIRODUCTION

Bince the beginning of 1950, vast changes have taken
place in many agpects of human life in almost every countxy
of the vorld. The most noticeable change that occured in
this poriod is the rapid growth of world population:'

Conventionally, »apld growth of population has been
congldered as a barrier to the development 0f econonmically
baclouord countries. Some uriters® have postulated a 'lov
level population trap! uhich meintains income pexr head at
bore subolstence levels. Others, with thedr simplifiecd
nodels of national economics have demonstrated that a
reduction in the rate of fertility would lead to a sipgni-
ficant increase in the economic growth of underdeveloped
countxrios. Again, using an invegtment planming approach,

1. From 1950 to 1978 the woxld population rose from 2.5
billion to 4.2 'billion. Bee Population Reference
1l;u:.‘eaeztu., Inc, 1978, t ot
Yoghingtop D.C.

20 Bee, H, Leibenﬂbein. 19%! BAOREE VO] A EIANL L CF hie 3
D (Princetons ¥ y Xxess);
. ﬂ 19”] E 4 4 ~" 211 C3 53 & ALALA > Q“
(Hew York: Jdohn W ez son,
%E% *A Theoxry of the Low evol E%i.]ibrium Trap in
Undcrdoveloped Countries, Ameplcon Economic Roviou,46,5
Pp.394~008.

3+ Domeny P, 1958, 'Investment Allocstion and Population
Grouth', Demoryavh 2('196? p.205-232; and GOale A J.
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gdvoen a fixed rate of discount, many other wﬁ.tersq' have

ghoin thot in lesa developed countries, the cogt of addi-
tional birth outwedgh its benefits.

But very recently, several authors o have put foruvard
an opposite view. They congidered that at the micro=level,
an incroase in the numbexr of children congtitutes a utility,
rother than a dlsutility to the houschold. They examined
the matexial contribution of children of agriculturally
based population in quantitative temms and have shown that
childron do make contridbutions to the houschold at early
ages. Thoy also exemined the value of Children to thelr
eldcrly paxents as a source 0f economic support. These
bonefits. according to them, outueligh the costs of ralaing
chiildren. According te these aralysis, Mgh fertility
appears to be a rational decision.

[l

4. Binon, L, 1969 'The Value of Avoided Births in Under-
develorp,d, Countries', WZB, 1,
%61-68 Enke, B, 1957, peculations on g_nlation

wth and Economic Dovelopnont®

?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ 71,1, PP«19=35; Enke, S, qgﬁ i'l'ﬁ Eoonﬁcs
ovorrmment Pagments to 1imit POpulation'
nent and Cu _- 4,p 339-
th Bu:.‘b do ? S s ene. t s of
0 ados gxramne',
y 27,2, P 1%55-amngassen, Rober!: a2 olfson,
ot ’ 19 ng for Growving Population

Dovelopnent entre of the Organi sation For Economic
Co-oporation and Development, Pzxis.

Se caldx,ell J.Coey, 1976, "TOuards a Eesbatement of Demo=-
iransd.tion Theory: An Investi mfa on of Condi=-
ons bei'ore and at the onset of F ity Decl:i.ne
Dmplo:ying Primaxily African E perienge and Data".
ylgtion and Development Revieu, 2(3) pp.321=366.
Population Control'

(Bew York: te, B., 1976, !
Econonic Iup en 1n a Javanese Villog c'
in mo N&g (ed y Byl bl Wil [ a3 ! ﬁhe

Rogue; lMouton); kb ach ¢l ngo its
own Fortune: An En uiry into he velue of children in a

Javanese village', AN, U. Ph.D, Thegig;
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Here, a brief review of the vorld population is nade
uith particular refercnce to Bangladesh. This will throu
sone light on the ispue as to vhy parents want more childwen
in the developing countries vhen the door of both traditionnl
and nodern negns 0f fexrtility control are open to them.

Todoy's situation is unique in mankind's experience:
the highest growth in humsn Mistory (about 1.7 percent por
year) from the highest base in absolute numbers (nearly 4.2
billion in 1978)6. The Warld is ourrently adding meaxly
100 nillion people pexr year, sdbout as many as the population
of the cighth largest country (Bangladesh). The World
populction is groving at a faster rate than before in human
history.

1.1.1 ¥resent Trends

The present acoelerstion in the rate of population
prouth can be dramatically expressed by the concept of
SoupMine time, the time necessary for the population to
double in zize. Thus, frou historical records, it was
evident that the population at the beginning of the
chrigtion era was gbout 250 million. It reached an esti~
mated 500 millien in 1850, thus requiring over 16 centurios

Footnoto 5 contd.

Se qu‘.nm, MLV. 19'?6, *Over POpulation and the Rural
Poor!, Ecoponi l Political Weekly, 11 1 gp e 1165~
11723 he kconomic Aot vity of

3 ppe.201=227.

6. United Nations, 1972, popudation gnd vital gtatigbics,
Report 1, New York: July.

idren in a village i Bangladeah' Population and
Develorment Roviey
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to double. It reached a billion in 41850, doubling the
second time in only 200 yecrs. The third doubling of

2 billlon was completed in 1930, only after 80 years.
The next doubling of 4 billion was also completed in
1075, only after 45 years"’. This trend of population
geouth cloarly indicates that doubling time fig praduge
1ly bedng chortened. If this growth rate continues,
there 1111 be glx to sevenr billlon people by the end

cf thip century. The medien value 0f several populo=
tion pmaectionsa usde by the Ul in 1973 indicates that
by 2000, the populsticn of the vorlid will he 6.4 billion,
on increzse that Implies an ennual growth Xate during the
net 20 yesrs of 19 per 1000, posing a profound problem
iz every aspect of human welfare.

7. Dogn He.mld F, 1963, 'led ulation Grouth!, in
Pri . Heuger (ed}. The lation Dilemg
wood clifi‘s. New Jerseyt L] o R pp.. 728,

8. Conde, Julien, "Rapid gopulata.on Grovth in Dovoloping
Gount:ﬁ.es; in Roge:nt aﬁzgioand Hox tet Wo%i'son
Plonming for growing pop n, Op.Cit. pp.26-48;

Boo olos Cosls A.d. 'ine History of Haman opulation?
e y Beptamber 1074 Volume 231. Ho.3,
ug ula ion Refexence Bureau, Inc.1973,

wo::ld Pop a‘b:!.on Data Eheot: Washingb'on D.C.
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1.1.2 Population of the Developed and the Developing Warld
The present day vorld is demégnaplﬁ.cally divided into
two distinct groups. The developed or industriallzed
countxics of North America, Europe, the Soviet Union, Ocoakin
and Japan have a low rate of population grovth and a high
stondard of living. In contrast, the developing or none
industrialized countries of Axzla, Africa and Laebtin Amcrioa
have a high rate of population growth and a lovw standurd
of living (see table 1.1). Population problems are found
in both donographic groups but there are differences ag
voll ag slmllorities mmong countyies ln these groups. The
dcveloped countries are now close tO replacament levels
of Teproduction, zlthough, there is no cextalnty that thoy
1411 romzin there. The developing countries ave gro.ding
vexy fast = noxrtality is falling more or less rapidliy, but
fortility is changing very little, except in a very few
emoll countries’.

9. Although the fertility of the leass developed countries
ag o proup Pemeins voery hich, thare are some countries
there the birth rate has fallen significantly from 25
to 50 ge.rcent = and very rapidly as per estimates pro=

exed by the UN in 1974, ege countries include
o ng, Singapore, Taiwan, South Korea, West
ados, Chile, Cuba, Jomaloa, Trinidad., Tobago, Puerbo
Ba.co and Mawritius.
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Tible 11

Diotribution of Overall Btatus of Humasn Fepulation,1973
Popula=~ CBR CIR Annnal
tion (per (833 rate of
Area (million) 1000 1 Netural
EOpula- opulaw incroase
ion on (s5)
A, World ees  ese 3,860 33 13 2.0
B. Develoned Countries 1,120 17 9 0.8
B.1 U.B.A, ‘oo ces 210 115 9 0.6
302 Japm oo LA 108 19 7 1.2
B.3 BUPODE wes oee 472 16 11 0.5
B.4 USSR vao sov 250 18 8 1.0
B-s Othcrﬂ (CP.n&da, Anstl‘a"
lic, How Zosland, Latin 80 22 8 1.4
Ancrios (Temperate)
C. Undemdeyoloped Countrieg 2 740 © 14 2.5
C.1 Africa see soe Ws 45 49 2.7
C.2 Agla (exeept Japan) 2,100 28 14 2.4
C.3 Latin Anerioa(Tropical) 265 28 8 5.0

Sources Freedman, Ronald and Bernard Berelson, 'The Humon Popue
la%on‘ in Scientific Americo. Bpptember 1974, Op.Cit.
P. -»

The principal impetus to world powla%ion growth comes today
from the undexdeveloped countries. These countyries contain over
tuo-third of tho vorld's population. Out of the estimated 4.2
billion pcoplo in the world in 1978, 3«4 billion live in the
developing vorld, ihile only elightly over a billion live in the
developed world. Death rates in the developing countxies huve
been falling over the past 25 years towards the low levels of the
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developed countriesqo. Bixth rate, however, remain tuwlce
as high as they ore in the developed countries. The
result is that the population of the developing world is
increanming at a much fagter rate than the developed woxld.
Thus, thile in the developing countries the rate of natu=-
ral inv:::.'ez:\ssea'H varies fxon 2.5 percent to 3 pexcent, the
correpcponding figures for the developed countries are
found to move dthin the range 0.4 percent to 1.0 pexrcent.
This large gop betueen the developing and the developed
countries in fertility can be represented vhile comparing
an overall crude bixrth rate of 39 pexr 1000 population with
17 per 1000 respectively. Boume lorge countries such as
Nigeria, Iran & Bangladesh have crude bixth rate that are
threo tincs higher than those of the USATZ,

Houever, the most striking fact that emerges from the
comparctive figures on current population size is the
nunerical predominance of Asla's population in the world
total. Undor developed Asia (with the exception of Japan),

10 The CIR of the deoveloping countries run chout 414 per
1000 population, as agsinst 9 per 1000 in the developed
countries.

11 The rate of natural increage = —Tu5 X 100

12 Coaparing to the crude bixrth rate of 15 per 41000 in
UBA, the crude birth rates of Higeria, Iran and
Banpglcodesh ore recorded as 46, 44 and 47 respectively
pexr 4000 population in 1974.
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vhich hag a land much smaller thon Afrioa, accounts for
more than half of the world's population (i.e. zbout 55
percent of the vorld's total). As pex 1974 UN gtatement:,
of the comethat 3.1 blllion people in the undexrdeveloped
vorld, 75 percent live in Agia (28 percent in China, 33
percent in Bouth and West Asia and 14 percent in Bouth
Eagt Agia), 14 percent in Africa and only 11 pevcent in
Latin Anerica’”,

1.1.3 A Berious Issue

This large population base znd it accelerating cuxrent
and potentinl growvth rate has caused 'a greot concern for
the future living standaxds of mankind in genexral and the
econoniic prowth potential of the developing countries in
particular.

It is nov wvidely accepted that within a given atate
of technology, rapid population grouth clearly aggravates
the problems of unemployment, xising poverty snd inequa~
lities in the developing countries. The direct effect of

15 Demony, Paul "The POpulation of the Under Developed
Courtrieg" y Beientific Amexica, Beptember, 1974,

Qnscit. pp.
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rapid population prouth on pergonal t:elm‘m, among the
population of most of the developing countries, ore very
mach depresoing. In most of the developing countries,
induegbrial development is slow and stagnant. Ag a result,
over half snd often more than fam—ﬁ.iftﬁ of the total
%o;mlation in these countries, live in mural areas. Although,
inereaging population are sbhsoorbed substantially in agricul-
tural soctor, yet agrlicultural output in these countxies are
not increasing at the same rate ',

14 Under nourishment »esulting from nutritionsl deficiency and
fo0d searcity; low literacy and limited educational resour-
ces regulting from poverty; catastrophic deteyioration in
medical scrvices resulting from low investment both in
equipnment and human capital and concentration of more people
in rral oreas resulbting from employment conpgtraints in
towns and cities are the nomal fea s of the populstion
of undecr developed countaies vhich nffect their personal
wolfare. Rapid population growvth ips the common factor ine
flucncing the results.

15 In Bonplodech, 92 percent of EOpulation lived in rursl ares
in 1974, agricaltural output increaged by 29 percent and
lond=nan=pobio (defined as nebt sown area to male angricul=-
tural lsbour) declined at the compound rate of = 4.46 per-
cent ond mmal population increased by 35 pexrcent during
the inter consal (1961~74) period. (Bee, for example; Khon,
Azi-ur Rolman, 1972, The E ny of B ~decsh, London, The
Mocmillan Press Ltd., 7}, Agaln, in Indla 80 porcent of
her population lived in rural areas in 1971, agricultural
output rose by slightly noxe than 50 percent ovexr the pre-
vious two decades and rural population by 48 percent. In
Indonodia, the corresponding fractions axe: 83 percent
rral, sbout 40 percent increase in agricultural output and
45 poroent grouth in rural pepulation. (Bee, Mc Nicoll,

Geo » 1975, 'community level population policy: An Exe
plora on, 3 ilation and De WDe v0101’ NO.‘I, po3)o
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Horeover, the implications of rapid population
grovth in the economy of Bangladesh is also realised
by congidering several factors, such :aa, increasing
concentration of wealth, landlessness, declining real
income and increasing number of pooxr people belou
poverty in recent years% these indices amply tegtify
ceconouic plight of the developing countries and high
rate of population grouth is one of the factors con-
tributing to this plight. )

The Govermments of the developing countries are now
alco reoellsing the gravity of the gituation. As a remlt,
nogt of the nations in the developing world, are presently
engaged in the gipgantic task of improving tho gquality of
J.i.few of their people. The various governnents have

16 Incone inequality apg measured by Gini co=~efficient ig
found to increase from 0.27 in 1068«G9 to 0.78 in
1977=74. Per capita resl income has declined from Tk.410C
in 1969-70 to Tk.98 in 1975-76. Real wage earnings of

cultural labourers declined by 30 percent in betieen
197075, HNumbey of persons below poverty level has incr=
eased from 49.9 million in 196 to 65.7 willion in
197574 (See, Alamgir, Hohiuddin, 1978, Bangladech: A
Cage of Below Foverty Level Equilibriun Trap, Dacca,
Bongladech Ingbitute of Development Studios (BIIS), pp.
5-13). The landless houscholds {defined as households
viich claim 0.5 ackes or less land other than honestead
land) vag estimated to be 43 percent in rural Ban;é:l dech
7 (Sece, Agency For International Develogmen;i AID),
1% el e, 3 " Y b iy [ ! > & | 4 e l_ 2 .’

& k5

314 FalsLafzid

17 a implies improvement in the guality and quantity of
food, housing, health, educatlon, employment. It algo
refors better dlgtridbution of assets and rise in real
income.
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launched plens and programmes in order to achieve a bettor
gtondord of living for their people and to eradicate the
migories of poverty, hunger, ignorance, disease and ill
health. But, unfortunately, in Bangladesh like sgevornl
other doveloping countries of the world, economic progresc
hag been rather slow. Lack of capital, trained manpoucr,
outdated technology, colonial explolitation, trade imbolanen,
and intcrnational politics axe some of the reasons for

slow econonic development. But, perhaps one of the hur=
dles in the path of prospority and progress, that some of
the developing countries are freing is the rapid populstion
grovth. Vhatever progrese is made in a particular sphere
of dovelopnent i.e. agricuiture, industry, housing, employ-
nent eto. 1s nullified by the fast groving population.
Bangladesh like seversl other developing countries is a
victin of this walady.

It ip this realisation that has led to the launching
of nansive population control progrsmme by several deve-
loping countries as a part 0f oversll developmont plans.
There is an increasing avavreness smong these countrics
that overall economic and social development depend upon
slouing the rate of population growth and this can be
achieved through the modern methods of famlly planming.
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The povexrnment of most of the developing countrien
of the vorld are now realiging that a reduction in the
rate of population is likely to have a favourable effactn
on econortio development. In pursuance of this objective,
large ocale fanily plamndng programmes have been launchod
by then. ¢

1.2.1 Family Planning: An Integral Part of Developnent

Political leaders of the developing countries arc nou
puched dy events to treat economic dé'+e10pment end femily
planning as being integrally related rather than as alter—
natives. Therefore, most of these countries have adopted
formily planning programmes as an integral part of their
dovelopuent plans.

The explicit population policies designed to reoduce
fertility via contraception in South Asia were umique in
nodern higtory. Ilany other countries have since followed
cuit: Over 35 developing countrics, comprising appro:dime-
toly 80 percent of the population in the developing vorld,

have adopted policies simed at lowexring fertility1S. In
wogtern Burope, North America and Augtralia contracepiion

is videly aveilable and practiced by a large majority of
the population. In Eastern Europe and the Soviet Unilon,
18 United Nations Development Propgramme 3 A Forvard Look

at the Strategy, Role and Financlal Requirements of
UNFPA, 1972-75, UNFPA/PCC/IV/4 (February 1972) pp.2=3.
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choytlion and contraception ave videly 'availaoble z2nd prnc=
ticed. Houevar, nstional policy declslon relating to a
particalar yationale behaviour of Lenily planning vaxrdoco
frou cowtyy to country. Thexe are fouxr common rationnlon
for maling birth oontrol, 1hich uay occur indviduslly ox
in coubinstion.

2« T0 glve women the ripght to detormilne the size

%& ppacing of their faallies, e.g. in Hungury,

b. o p:.'otect and improve matermal ¢hild health
ad ent illegal aboxtion., e.g. nany
countwlos in contral and South America incluw
ding Chile, Colombia, Cogte Rlca & Cube.

c. Ag a fundomental humen right to decide the
muber and spacing of dren ¢.g. Britaln,
Bvedon, Unlted States.

4. 7o contridute to the foclo~oconomic doveloprw
mont of the country e.g. India.

But, centrroeption, until vory recontly was opposod
both in the Vegt by Protectant denoumlnation and Romen
Catholiciet end in the East by Islam, Hinduimm and
Buddd m by imposing cultural oonstralnte.

Hovcvexr, the poleuics rogarding family planming pao=
grxes in the developing couutﬁ.qp mqst be viewed dthin
the fromouwerl: of official developtont assdstanoce and bixth
coztrol component of aid.

1.2.2 0fficial Development Apsistonce

8ineo 1945, one billion penpl,e have boen frecd £ron
eipntorritorial colonlal ule. It han bean egtimated that
oniy 22 million out of a population of 2.6 billion in the
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developing world now live in that sbate19. They =btill to

a greator or lessex extent suffer 'from the after affecis

of colonialien and exploitation from within and outszide.
Official development assistance to the developing

countries and multilateral agencies rose from an average of

§ 1.9 billion during 1950-55 to § 6.4 billion in 19680, It
is olso inportant to note that external assigtance hae

provided on the averspge only approximately 10 percent of

21 Thig large

the anmal investment in developing countries
accdstonce in the foxnm of development and population conbrol
proergme uake the third vorld countries to rely nore on

foreisgn ascistance.

1.2.5 DBizth Control Component of 4id

Although heslth & nutrition programmes have £igured
propinantly in both bilateral & multilateral assistance,
birth contrel procgrammes were largely conspicuous by thoir
absence until 1965. The United 8tates Agency for Intcerno-
tional Development (AID) has in the last fou yenrs encrged

19 HMe Cormack 1971, 4 World Justice, p.301.
20 ,

Tevol opment ased stance does not include p:r.'iVate ﬂous or
other official flows such asg export credits, p.1. 7.

21 Cowdpsion on Intermational Development, Ibid, p.14.
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ag the lergest source of funds for birth control progromos
ir the developing countries. This asaistanoe beginming in
10G5 dth § 2.3 million grev to § 54.7 in 1963, § 45.4 in
162, § 74.6 in 1970, § 95.9 in 1971 end $§ 160.5 million in
1076%2,

The overall expenditure of the rfntemational Plonned
Porenthood Fedexation has seen its budpget rige from $70.00
in 1061 to § 20 million in 1971, and it is estimated to
Toach ¢ 50 mlllion in 1974%°, In the miltilateral contosxt,
the Unitod Bations Fund for Population Activitieg (UIFPA),
eobeablighed in 1967, has evolved inte a major source of
funds for birth contxol programmes. UNFPA has recelved
contributions and pledges irom 42 countries, at leagt 17 of
uhich are developing nations. During 1967, § 800,000 was
chbliguted and by 1971 this fipgure ‘llllzad riger to § 0.6 m].}ion‘?q'

nt (AID) 1978 *Congre=-
J80Y, annex VII -

Po'mlation Plamzing, Health and Educat:.on/munan Rosou:cces.

Bos el.)o, Agency for Ianternmational Development, Burcaon of

for Techrical Assistance, office of Population, Pdpulation

:’gg%'amnaagsslstme (U5 Govt. Printing Office, Woohington,
[ p. L]

TR ?_re Fad Iy Plonming 3 agt Agia ond
Oceonia Reglong, Kualagampur, Pee
2t United Nabions Development Programme, A Forwsrd Look ab

the Strategg Role and Financial Requirements of UHFFA,
op.cit, p.©o
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Adaittedly, modern contraceptive methodsas are more humanoc
and loscg hazardous to the mothex's health and more cffecw

tive thon the traditional mesns=C of Fopulation Control.

25 ilodern contraceptive uethods include both clinical snd
non=clinical methods. Bterilization (vesectony snd tu=-
beotomy), IUD (Inter Utorns Devige: Idppe's loop, cop=i)
and Post contraceptive services ?Abort n, Menestoriol
Ropulation) £2ll under ¢linical method. Whereas, meclic-
nicsl (condom, diaphram), chemical (fosm tablet, acroscai:
eniln) and hormonal methods (pill, injeetion) are includcd
under non=clind cal method.

26 The common means usually applied to release the pressurc
axrlging out of population growth in traditional socictiocs
ares migration, infanticige, sbortion, sbstinence, Lgte
morriage, celibacy and kinehip institutions etc. Bub, in
the face of ropid rate of groith in moghk of the developing
& doveloped countries of tho world, the sbove nethods cone
20t puccessfully be adopted. A country ill definitely got
sorie relief to the problem of over population throuch out
nigration. But the scope of out-uipgration is very limitoed.
Moreover, Population control throurh infanticide, abortion
and celibacy is not ethically acgggtable. Relief thwough
abgbinence Late wmorriage and kinghip ingtitutions ig not
2lugys feagible. Thus, more emphasls is ggaced on fortility

control through the advent of modern nethods of farrlly
planming. -

For deball, see, Palrashi Kanti, 1968 'on Fenmale infantie
gide 1ln India' Bulletin o ltural Regearch Indistute,
Hov 7, pp.35=47: New Xork: Julian Preas, g. s HaGs
Hond 4262 Factors Affecting Hunan Fortility in Fon=induce

triasl Bocietien:t & cross cultursl study, New Hove, ¥alo
Urniversdty Publications in Apthropelosy, No.GG.

Chaudhury, Rafiqul Huda, 1979, “Bocial Aspeets of Fortie
ity wit Bgeoial Reference to Develovi% Countriog!.
Bengladesh Ingtitute of Dovelopment Studies, Daccs.
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The unprecedented population growth in Bafbgladegh
(about 3 percent)‘?? is one of the most gorious national
problens. The present 89 million people"’38 oramned into a
linited space of 55,126 sguare miles (consisting of a
mall surface area of 142,776 square kilometews) and -
ronked cighth with respect to population alze and first
with respoct to population density”” in the comity of
World nations. This has glven rise 1;0 a bagic challenge to
our economic and ecologlcal viability.

27 Vhile eptinmates differ, it is generally agroed that the
rate 0f population growth in Bangladesh is somevhat
botueen 2.5 pexcent and 3 percent annually.

28 Population Census 1981 (Preliminary Repoxt).

20 Ap per 1974 census, density per square mile in
Bangladesh including river is 1286.
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10301 Fpets about POpu.lation rige

The estimsted population of Bangladesh was 10 million
in 1600 A.D. I‘ll.:J ;as taken thousands of years to reach this
narber., We don't have amy records of population prior to
1600 A.D. The tablg below indicates the grovth of popu=

laotion in Banpgladesh from 17th century to the end of this
contury.

Teble 1.21 Grouth of Population in Bangladedh

“Fopulation Annua) Rove
oan o)  of imcrencs

1650 10.0 -
1800 12.0 R
1845 13.0 A
1892 23.6 2.
1901 289 .
911 . -9
1921 - 33.3 .5
193 35.6 7
1941 ; 42.0 1.
1954 421 .02
1961 . 50.8 2.0
1974 94,5 2.6

1981 87.5* 2.8

Sources Article by Dm. S8hafiqur Rehman on 'Fopulation

Prograrme in Bangladesh & its impact on projected
Area', published in Fertility in Bangladegh,
Bangladeeh -Fertility Survey National Insgtibtute of
Population Regearch & Trsining, Dacca, Junc, 1979
gp.‘%42~152. Some unpubli shed data are slso collec-

ed from Minigtry of Planning, Statisticc Division,
Govt. of B adegh and 1981 Population Ccnoug,
Preliminaxy Repoxt.

* Unadjusted for under-cnumeration.
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It i evident from the table 1.2 that in 222 years
fron 1650 to 1872 A.D. the country's population rose by
12.6 million, widle in the first 70 years (1971 to 1961)
population of this country increased by 15.2 nillion. The
population of Bangladesh has incxreased by 20.7 million
and 16,0 million during the Census periods 1961-74 and
1974=-81 regpectively. The anmual grouvth rate during the
last two intercensal periods surpassed all the previous
rocoxrds, and at tqe currcnt rate of growvth, tho present
population of Bané;ladesh vill be doubled in next 25 yrars.

1.3.2 Fanily Planning Prograome in Action

As the rate of grovth has divect impact on the dyna=
mics of economic and soclal changes, its implications fox
the country are serious. Thue, considexring the pravilty
of the gituation, Family Plannming Programme was introduced
in Banglade@.“ In 1959, at the request of the goveronent,
the Population Council (USA) gent a mission with Dr. M.C.
Balfour and Dr., Psul Harper as its members. The mlssion
submmitted a set of xecomendations to the governrment in
January 1960. Largely, as a consequence of this recommens~
dations, povernment initiated family planning progsrame in
1960 as a regular function of the existing heglth sorvices.

From the begloning of 1960 111 4970, the programe
vas confined to few clinioal services and limlted anount
of publicity. Though the programme was aimed to motivate
eligible couples to use contraceptives and to enmure
continuing practices, yet it met with very little success
in proumoting c'ontraceptive practice to any significant extent.
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According to the National Impact survey Roport-C,
though the knouledge of family plarming rose to 52 percent
in rursl and 72 porcent in wxban areas at the time of
purvey (1968-60), couparing to 1966 figures of 6 percent
in rural and 14 pexrcent in urban ereas, yet the conbrocep=
tive practice rate did not rise gppreciably. Only 3.5 per
cent of the reproductive (15-45 age groups) couples vere
found uging oo?traception at the time of the survey.

In 1971 there was country dde civil disobodicnco,
followed by war of liberation (Bangladesh was an integral
part of Pakistan $ill December 16, 1971), vhich broucht

the programe activities to a virtual stop. The ngjor policy

changes in the immediate poste-liberation poriod werei

8. The syastem of financisal incentivos to doctors,
acceptors and refexrrers was stopped.

b. Family Flanning Programme was integrabted 1zith
other health programmes (like Malaria) under
Mini gtry of Health & Fanmily Planning wdth one
Becretary at the top.

¢. Xor the firgt time oral contraceptive wan
introduced in the Famlly Planming Progzromc.

d. Abortion lavw vas temporarily relaxed for a
brief gerlod in early 1972, exclusgively to
helP;ﬁ ¢ pregnant rTape ct:.ms of Palkistani
armny

30 Pa)d.stan Population Council, R
Survey, EKarachi, 1973.

7 Burhanuddin, A.P.I. ‘Abortion as a measurc of population

planning: Relevance fox Bangladesh' 0CE
spinar on Femily Planning, 21-25 Novenbor
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The Firat Five Year Flan (1973-78) of Bangladesh
vas finalized :Iip 1973. The plan sot a moderate donorrow
phic goal of reducing dirth rate from 47 to 43 per thou-
sand and grovth rate from 3 to 2.8 pexcent in 5 years.

The plan gllocated Tk.700 million foxr population contwol
& family planning programme.

Some improvement relating to the use of clinical
contraception was noticed in this perioda'?'. The improvo=
tent was the result of re-=introductien of financial ronu-
neration for clinical methods (in the forn of travel cost,
IUD fee, daily allowance 'to doctoxrs for particlipating in
campeining Programme) and publicity campalgn in the wake
of vorld population year (1974).

The procrame during this phase suffered due 0
integration of Health with Family Planning Progrorme.
Though a separate divigion of population Control & Family
FPlanning (PO & PP) was created in the Minisbry of Health
& Fomlly Planning with a geparate Becretary in—charge, yet
the sltuation was not improved. Because, health, nalaria
oradication and family planning could not be brought under

a common functional gystem.

32 Tron Jamawy-Jdune 1972 to January-Jdune 1975, the use
of IUD increased frou 1,597 to 1,930, Vesectory fLron
139 to 10,667, Tubectony from 151 §o 2,980, Condon
froa 3,549000 to 5,95400 & Pills fron 57000 (in Juli‘-
December 72) to 65,000. Bee, Government of tho Pooplo's

Republic of Bangladesh. M, Dacea,
Ministry of Health and on Uontrol.
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In January 1976 govemment declared Population Probe
len ag the numbexr one preblem of the nation end consequen=
tly in June 1996 a national population policy outline was
officially spproved. This was the first comprehonsive
official Btatel?el?.‘lf u on population policy. The policy cnvi=

saged to reduce population pgrowvth rate from 3 percent in

1975-76 to 2 percent in 1979-80, to reduce TFRZ° from 6.4
in 1975=76 to a replacembmt level of 2.6 in 1985 and o

neintain an average of 1.5 percent annual »ate of popula=
tion growth between 1976 and year 2000, thereby expecting
the mize of population to be 121 million in year 200054.

Bubgequent to publication of the National Populstion
policy outline %n June 1976, the population scheme under
tuo years (1978-80) ond the Second Five Year Plun (105085)
were published. The operational iuwplications of the policy
target is shoun in tableid.

33 Total Fexrtility Rate (i.e. number of birth a vomen
wlll give during her entire reliro&mtive epan at
the current schedule of fertility).

54 Govermment of the People's Republic of Bangladech,
Mind gtry of Health and Population Control, Dacca,
Population Control end Family Plsnming Division,

1976.
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DEMOGRATHIC TARGETS ALONG WITH THE COUTRACEPTION ACCEFR-
TANCE TARGET FOR THE PERIOD 1978=-80 AND 1980-35

t.*t:’gpu.lraz- mdd Continued Gom:ir(xued
on e usexr uger
Year (4in Women CBR CIR TFR (5, ° pgrcgng g.go
miliion) &?Ji y mliion) ggrl;ecmd&
on i
2 IR FLAN
1078-79 87.96 12.99 35.97 11.51 5.70 273 28471.
1979-30 90.11 13.40 2239 114 4.656 4.67 54,85
204 5 IR FLAN
198031 92.07 13.832 29.76 10.72 4.24 5.71 41, 32
1081=-82 93.82 14.25 26.69 10.32 3.83 G.78 47.58
T 4982-83 95.35 14.70  23.59 10.11 3.35 7.92 55.88
108%=84 96.65 15.17 20.48 09,69 2.93 9.13 .18
1084=85 97.6° 15.64 1.0 8.09 2,70 10.40 65.49

Sourge: Govt. of the Pe le'a RFPublic of Banglqdesh, Q E;;o xig
4 31 t _ pona b ‘ T _ QlLune

i
P
Septemb er ‘19'7?.

Current Famlly Planning Propgromme is a oultisectoral,
Maternal apd Child health (MCH) based, community involved
integrated family planning programe.

1.3.3 Evaluation of Family Flanning Progromme

Valid scientific documentation of any rocent changes
of fertility in Bangladesh would be extra ordinarily diffi-
cult task. Availaple data suggest that the megnitude of
such fertility changes, 1f any, vould be minigccule in
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comparigon to methodologleal constraints mssoclabed wth
sampling, measurement techniques, stabtictical confidence
intervals and the field conduct of fertlility surveys.
Even if real fertility changes vwere docuncntod, the
barrviers relating to correct interprctation of such data
in identifying the actual factors responsible for these
changes would be very subestantial indecd. DBecause, there
aX¥e p0 many exogenoug!'factors working in the field and
affecting the result. The reproduction of declining fer-
tility or the increased supply of contraceptive methods
cennot be attxibuted to explicit reproductive bchaviour,
unless the effect of biologlcal and other involuntary
varisbles and the uge of different contraccption are idenw
tified and ascextained.

fhe Bangladesh Fertility Burvey found that 9.6 per
cent married and fecund women were practiolng controcep~-
tion in 1975. The cuxrent yate of contracoptive practice
is estimated betucen 12 percent and 17 porcent of eligible
couple:s35 » Theso figures are bascd on looking at tho
supply posgition of contraceptions in the registers. But
congidering theriglid pressure to attain the target and
the financial benefit associated with higher number of
clinical contraceptive ‘_acceptor, the guestion of inflated
figures ip a matter of debate. In many of their recently

35 PFeortility in Bangledesh, Banc ; 2,
National Ingtitute of FPopulation esu s dPININg,
Dacca, June 1979; Bee also, Pighovobi, K. World Banl
Misgion, Dacca, 1975.

-y o]
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conducted research xeports, Cholera Rcscarch Laboratory
(recently renamed as the Internationsl Contre for Diarr-
heal Disease Repearch) in their Demographic Surveillance
gsystem = Matlab obsorved that false reporting, recauite
ment of unsuitable acceptors. Lack of inboprest in follov
up and many othexr factors provided an unfavoursble bias
agalngt the use of contraception. The narmitude of the
problem of false reporting could never bo measured precie-
sely. The UN Evaluation mm@% congidersed this ‘not s
usjor problem'. But the Evaluation Committee appointed

by the government found congiderable amount of misreporting
and frend”. In one of his recent writings, Mead Cein™®
also obperved that the majoxrity of Family Welfare Asmistents
(Primaxry level women field workers vho are enbrusted dth
the duty to digtribute contraceptives & follow up mediecal
referrals) are drawing their swbstantial galaries wdthout
doing eny vork or providing sny service. The problem,

he felt, lies with the recruitment of less qualified
persons in some middle level positions.

36 United Nations, Department of Economicc and Social
Affadira, 1972, "Meamares, Policies and Prograrmes
Affecting Fexrtility, wvith Particular Roference to
National Femily Planning Programme®, Ponulgtion
Study, No.51, New Yorxk,

37 Repoxt of the Corprittec
y Blanmine Dyorrorime 1r

Y atan,

3 Caln, Mead I. 1980, 'Risgkh{lerti%i & Farily

anni na ade age tudicg in
Faplly Bamins, Vol.IT, No.6, Junos



)
Dhaka University Institutional Repository

26

Thus pom;.lat:ion programe in Bangladoch, like nmany
othexr developing countries of the world has become crie-
tical in reoent years. Unfortunately, tho family planning
programme in Bangladegh, like other developin: oountries
of the vorld has not met with success e:quzc‘bud.59 » Bide by
side vith family planning programme, mcdical and health
gervices have been congidexsbly introduced into Bangladesh.
Apg a result, mortality rate has deolined very sharply
(from 45.6 percent of 1901=1911 to 29.7 paerccnt of 1951=61
and 19.4 porcent of 1961=74)%, e problen is compounded
by the faect that there has been, as yot, no corresponding
decline_in the dixth wate (crude birth rate declined only
fron 53.8 per thousand of 1904=1911 to 51.3 in 1951=-61 and
47.4 in 1964=74)*. The net result has been sn incrense in
population on land.

39 According to Bangladesh Fextility Survey only 10 percent
of currently married vomen were px'actig 3 contrac on

ti
in 1975 (see, Minigtry of Health gnd Population Cozezgrolz
Bangl adesh Fertility Burvey, 19755”.1

Uge of pills from 1976-77 to 1927-'78 increased O by
44,3 percent, IUD decxeased by 32.5 percent, sterilizo-
tion decreaged by 37.2 perecent condou increased by 41.5
percent, and use of spermicidal decreasod by 48.3 por=
cent. These figures comparing to demograplhdc targotes
of table 3 indicates a very diseppointing pilcture. Bec
fggaexample, Pishorati, K. W, Dacca

40 Govermment of the People's Republic of Bangladesgh,
Mini gbxry of Flanning. Btatistics Division, Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics, Btatistical Poclzet Book of
Bﬂngladeﬁh’ 1978, po§5-

41 Btg‘;ietical Pocket Book of Banglsdech 1978, Ivid,
PeDe
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The success 0f survice oriented family plamning pro-
grame in other developing countries of the world is also
not very nuch encouraging. Idttle progress has been achi-
eved in India, during the last 15 years insgpite of her
introduction of gtrong family planning programes at national
lovel. TI'or cxmmple, the results of the liysore population
gtudy and the Baxi'galor population stu(vqa give a digmgl pic-
ture. A comparison of findings fyom the two studies revesaled
that the crude blrth rate recorded a deoline of 7.6 points
in the rural hills, 2.0 points in rural plains, 4.5 points
in toums and 2.6 points in Bangalor city ovexr the period of
long 24 yoars (1951-1975), These declines are small in
view 0of the fact that the time lapsed is almost a goneration
and that the area has been the gite of an intensive family
planning programme since the early 1960's. The reduction in
general morital fertility was only 5 to 6 percent, indica=-
ting that a gpood portion of even the small decrease in the
crude birth rate can be attributed to structural changes in
the population.

i

42 Brinivasan P.H. Re and K.N.H. Raju, 1978,
Srron One deniranden o Foshs Changes in Jortility,
Forily Size Preferences, & Panmi anning in an

Indian Btate between 1951 and 1975", £
Logily Flanping, Vol.9, November 10-43% DD .



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

1

28

Pron the dbove anslysis, it appears that family
planning is a means and not sn end in itpgelf, 8low
progress in the ﬁ.el&l of family planning or the reluc=
tance on the part of people to use family planning methods
is not the result of ignorance or inaccesgibility of
contracoptive methods. Avallsbility of modern contracep=
tives nay be a necessary pre~condition but not sufficient
condition for affecting changes in demographic trends. Had
it been the case, 1Itﬂ‘.eve:I.Op:I.ng; countries with long history
of family planming, would have experienced fortility
decline.

1

R
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1.4.1 A Vital Issue

Cur attemtion is, therefore, deverted to a vital issuc
relating to the question why adverse effeots of high rate
of population growth on national economy is not inducing
sufficient nuriber of people in Bangladesh te restrict their
fertility? It is not corrooct to say that parents of the
devoloping world and also thoge in Bangladesh are i@oranp
sbout the traditional neans of fertility control, or they
have no access o modern neans of foertility control, or they
axre totally unauare about the consequences of high fertility,
or acting undex impetous and uncurbed passion. Thus, the
quegtion remalns, why ingpite of their full knowledge of
traditional means of fertility control and why in the presence
of nodorn neans of population control, fertility is not
checked? This themis intends to give a partial reply to
this question, ..

It ig a recognized fact that societies are composed
of heteroponous group and catagories of individuals. Tasgtes,
desires, agpirations and life style of all individuals are
not uniform. BSome people readily adopt modern practices,
nany others consciously rejects them. Bome need small
feilies, 1hilo many others need large nunber of children
they produce, vho may even regard having large number of
children as advantageous and therefore they would not be
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willing to restrict their fertility even vhen the modern
contraceptives are quaihlable. It i5 often alleged that
nany parents in the developing vorld want lampe families
for pood & valid cconomic reasmons.

Children in most of the developing countries partici-~
pate in essontial household maintenance woxks fron vexy
early ape of 4~L years and thig frees the adults to parti-
cipate in nore productive activities. If these services
wvere not rendered by children, adults would f£ind little time
to devote to productive activities. Need for large number
of children is also justified by the proevedling ageicultural
gycten and subgistence economy of the developing countries.
A farily wdth large number of children will be able to achieove
orgamlzationsl efficiency through division of lebour and
gpeclalization. A household with a greater number of econo-
mically active medbers will be in a better position to diver-
slfy and oxploit multiple sources of income particularly
when, the timing of the peak opportunities of different
income mumces coincide. Moreover, there is a cash congtra-
ints and chortage of labour during peak agricultural scasons.
Agriculturel operstions must be carried out in time, othexr-
vise produce would be adversely affected. To meet this denand,
adequate labour input is necesmry in timo. In the sbsence
of family labour, a2 houschold has to hire wage lebour and
for this it may have to comnit loan at an exhorbitant rate of
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interogt. Even if loans were nc;t committed, the money
gpont for hired lsbour could have been invested in othex
agricultural inputs for higher production. Agsin, wage
lsbour require more supervision than famlly lagbour and
will probably be loss efficient. Avallability of greater
nuttbor of children workers within the own houschold nakes
gure of control of own labour s0 that even the heaviest,
nogt avkuard ox uost lsbour intensive activities nay bo
carried out without having to wait for outside help or pay
for it. lorecver, both dlract and indirect cogt of raising
childron in these societles are found comparatively low ad
children provide the best economic support to thelir parents
in their old days and in the days of their calamities.
Thus in a society, vhere children are economically useful,
end the cost of raiging children is minimum (i.e. there is
a transfer of interpgenerational flow of wealth from children
to parents), hirh fertility is a rational decision. Thisg
point has beon well underscored by peasrson coumittee in
the folloiding wordss

t oust be recogniged that in the developing world
nany parents want large familles for good and valid econowmic
ressong, not because they are ipgnorant or improvident. In
such cascs, access t0 family planning inforumation and faci~
litieg iill not make much difference. uhen child labour
mekes o conaldersble contxribution to family incone, and
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when payents are dependent on a large family for protec-
tion =nd sceurity in old age, there wlll be few incentives
to reduce fortlility no matter what the social cost of
rapid population growth®. (Pearson, Lester B. gt.pl. 1960
Partners in Development: Report of the Commiselon on
Internationsl Development, New York: Prseger, p.197).

1.4.2 Sone Bped.[ric‘]mestions

s, from fhe sbove disocussion, the pattern of fer-
tility behaviour in a peasasnt society cen be better under—-
gtood in thich soclo-economic and cultural 1ife=gtyle of
people ond other suxrrounding circumstances direct the in-
dividuals to accept the large famlily pattem as a necessary
means to an end.

It is on the background of the above thoughts, the
followding questions are askeds

1. at motivational factors actually gu:l.da
the parents to determine their family size?

2. Can children contridute anything signifi-
cantly (either material ox mn-mateﬁ.aﬁ
to increase the household production?

3. dou the net pogitive return from childxen
is measured?

4., o vhat extent do 0ld parents of the
villa;ie ggrceive children as economically
uoeful? children serve as old age se~-
curity?
All such questions are relevant to the important
issucg dsveloped earliexr and the pressat sbudy is desipned

in such a uay as to give the amngwers to these gquestions.
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1.4.3 Ilajor Objectives of the Study

Before wo go in detail to outline the thooretical
francuorl of the study, and to deal with our empirical
data, 1t is 1:ortﬁ]m-m1e to put the major objectives of the
rescarch at this atage vhich has been developed from the
carlicr discussion.

Consddering high rate of population growth in the
world and Bangladesh in particular, the study 1s desipned
in such a woy as to focus the understanding of key motiva-
tional factorg for having large number of chlildren in the
context of the people of hyivarchom, a rural community in
Bangladesh and makes an attempt to determine the fertility
behaviour of parents at hougeheld level. Becauses, houso=
hold is the basic econonic unit of the socioty ond it refe
lects the life=gtyle of individual couples more accurately.
Other important issues of the commumity such as, desire
for additional lapour in lgbour=gurplus economy, problem
of uncortainity under extreme poverty and the causes of
reluctance to use modexn contraceptives are examined in
the Lipht of the value of children concept. Tvwo importent
assunptlions are nade relating to the behaviour of parents
of the study camuni y. (a) The parents of the community
behave rah.onally, and (b) they attempt to maximize their
satisfaction in their production, reproduction and congump=—

tion decigion.
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On the background of the above analysls, the major

objoctives of the study may be grouped under as follows:

1., To identify end explain the salient factors
that affect the micro-level determination
of fertility behaviour in the rural economy
of Bangladesh.

2. 7To neasure the net economic value of chil=-
dren by considering the relationship of
nutual dependence between parents and
children, by assessing the cost of raising

children, and by evaluating properly the
extent of parental control over children.

3« To identify the intergenerational transfer
of resouxrcee and the extent of Egrmtal
dependence on children during old age and
in tines 0of neced both at percelved and ac=-
tual level.

4, To ascortain the utility of children (both
son and daughter) by exsmining the attitude
of parents (both husband and wife) and old
gersons of the village relating to children's

chaviour, during parents life cycle.

The obJjectives outlined sbove are complementary in
nature. They are interrelated. Because, the discusalon
of one objective wlll not lead to the macrifice of the
other. loreover, the gpecific answer in one area largely
deperds on the outcome of the analytical woxk of another
ares.

Building on this introductory chspter, the following
pection deals with the orgsnizational franecwork of the

Btudy. =

1.4.4 Organizational Framework
Chaptor 1 18 sn introductory chapter, where the ground-
work of the present study is fomulated.
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Chapter 2 deals with peasants, peasant gociety and
peasant mode of preoduction in fertility deciglon with
special roforencé to Bangladesh economy. Thie chaptexr
identifies the motivational factors behind high fertility
particularly with reference to rural areas of developing
countriog and examined the various naterial snd non-
natorial roles of children and their net economic value
in the houschold.

Chaptex 3 deals with the economic value of children
in the gtudy of fertility behaviour. In this chapter, the
value of childxen has been explained at different levels of
conceptualization fox a clear understanding about the valuc
and cost of children. Othex salient issues relevant to
the study of economic value of children snd fertility aro
also discussed here.

Chapter 4 providos a comprehensive discussion on
selection of the study village, procedures of data
colloction and types ¢f data employed in this study.

In chapter 5, the pocio-economic and demographic
characteristics of the gtudy village are analysed with
erphagis on fertility pattern and differentials.

Chapter 6 deals with the major findings. It exami-
nes the naterial and non-naterial bemefits and costs of
child bearing as perceived by parents of various economic
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groups in the village. The age at which children of either
sox enber into productive activities, the extent of theiy
involvoment in household economy, total costs involved in

rearing them, the volume of interpgenerational flow of wesdid

both cash and kind, sex preference for maximising utiliticve
and gtatus of vwomen in affecting the fertility decisions
etc, are explored in the light of the value of children
concept., !

Chapter 7 exfxnﬂ.nes the 1role of children as 0ld age
security.

Chgpter 8 sumeries the findings, points out the
future resecarch needs and provides policy guidelines.
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In order to undergband the rationale of hich fertility

in a peasant economy, we must have a clear idea gbout the
peasant socieby. It is difficult to interpret adeguately
the rationale the secret of high fertility or to evaluate
the econouic value of children smong the rural poor in
developing countries, without reference to the broader
context of the peasunt mode of production. Thus, in this

soction, a choxt review is made of the peasants, the peascnt

socioties and the peasant mode of production in rural Bouth
Agia 1dth particular reference t0 Bangladesh and within
that context the fexrtility behaviour of the rural populae
tion will be mbléequently analyzed.

The term peggant or W have been used in the

sociol sclences for the description and analysis of a type
of rural society which is digtinguished by its mode of
production.

Marz identified the peasantmy as a class either
exploited by landlords and rulexrs or as incipient cgpi=-

talists. Cheysnov>, slgo employing the data on Russian

1 Horx, K. (1867), w D. Torr (ed), London 1979,

2 Choyanov, A. 1?5’ Organizata:.ya ﬁesb'ranslmgo Ehozzﬁ.stava.

Translated as
Phormer, p.54.
I
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peasaatry, srpgued that pessant economy was dlstinet fron
capitalicst economy and it could not be analyzed in torms of
the classical factors of production, but he alwsys reforrod
to the family end its lsbour as a unit. Chsynov's thoory
of peasont economy with its emphasis on the dusl role of
the peasant hmaeholds as both a productive and a congump=—
tive croup 1s a vslusble conceptual tool in any study of
peasontg. llore or less, a similar type of argpument ig laid
domm by I“E.tchell?’. In his opi:iion. peas-nt economy is cha=-
racterized by Bubhsdata pody
to the f£amily's castoma::sr reqtﬁ.raments. Here femily end
production are homogeneous and peasant families work topcther
for itoelf.
According to M, peasants have been dl.fferontiated
frou other rural people by some criterias The fact that
peasonts ave those vhose ultinmate security and subgietence
lies in their having cextain pishta dn land end pishts in
famidy Achour = but vho are involved, through righte and
oblipotions, in a wider economic system which includes the
perticipation of non-%aeasants. These characteristics vhich
peammant shave with primitive gopieglturighg, but not with

W In case of gapltaligt famexg, they appear

3 Fﬁ.‘ache" » Juliel, 'l971 M Penguin,
Haraondsworth, p.157.

4 Wolf, E.R. 1966, Peg.sants, Prentice=-Hall, p.2.

blon and production igs peared
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to depend upon his land snd even upon family lsbour in
sone cases, but they are not forced to rely sololy upon
those in the lagt ingtance. What the peasant shave with
Sepitaligt fammerg (though not with the primitive agricul-
turist) is his integration into a complex social structurc
choracterized by gstratification and economio dlfferentia-
tion. In fact, it is precisely the chavacterization of
the peapantry iz;'?:ems of its posltion relative to othex

'
groups in the wider social gystem which has particularly
inportont explanatory value in the analysis of developnent.

The economic elrcunstances of Bangladesh avre similar
to those observed in a peasant society. Idfe in Banpladesh
is abt o Dare subslstence level and that economic and demo-
graphic behaviour vorsening these conditions.

Agricultural production in Bangladesh is carried out
at subgigtence level. Family labour in most cases are usod
in the process of agricultural production. The maritetable
surplug in case of a vast majority of producexs is a uyth.
What most producers in Bangladesh sell is not real marke-
table surplus, but the forced marizetable surpluag ox the
gurplus cmeateé compulgorily out of the glven produce in
order to neet the pressing claims.

About 53 percent of the rursl housecholds in Bangladech
are landliess, and znother 33 percent are marginal to mall
peasmts with holding upto 3 acres. Of the west, sbout 6
pereent are by aﬁ& large subaigtence peas:intg with holdinps
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of 3=GC acres and the remalning 8 percent are in the surplus
catascz:ys « The top 8 pexrcent opexrate sbout 45 percent if
the total cultivated J:and. They are the rmural pover-clitez.
Az regords the bottom 86 percent, most of then are at below
subgi stence 1evel®, They aro the sbsolute poor. Thar basic
neceds relating to 'food, clotghing, ghelter, medical care etc.
arc pot met and they are bound to the small minority of
surplus formers in unequal and exploitive relatigns!ﬁ.pa.

2.2 SChomgctegization of Pogmont Bogloty

Ir the present day world, a digtinction can be made
between the Epo-tzansitional foclety, which is characterisod
by gbghlo hish fextillty with that of the pogt tmgngdtiongl

8ne, vhich is charancterised by a Lertility decline. In the
former, no net economic galn will occuxr to the family from

lover fexrtility level and this socioty is charactborised by
pot wonlth flowg from younger to older geneorations. Whereas
in the latter, economic rationality dictate lowexr fertility
at foaily level and the net wealth flows in that society is
fron oldor to younger goneration. Peasanmt soclety will f£all
in the former catagory.

5 UBATYD and Bangladedl Bureau of S‘!:.at:i.«z.i::.cs'3 The Land
Segrpaner Bunvey ol Bansladodls Dacca, 19

6 Though some of the houscholds mgy be guite well off
because of their involvement in non-farm activities
and profesaions of various kinds.
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Boveral Io;u.'.i.t:ler..':l.':m nay be uged for doterining vhethor
the total sodéty of a given country, nation or large
colonial area is to0 be taken as a peasant soclety. All
these nust be "satisﬁ.ed before an entire economy of a givon
country can be texmed peasant.

The first two criteria relate to production and yorlino
population. They are intended to help dlstinguish peasant
socioty from post-tranzsitional one, whether capitalist or
soclaligt. In a peasant society, roughly half of the total
population must be sgricultural, and more than half of the
vorking populéﬁon must be engaped in sgriculture. In a
word, to be texmed peasant, & soclety must be prinarily
gopiculiural. In a capltalist or a socialigt state which
has beon industriallized, there may remain thousands or coven
millions of peaaa'mts, _'but we would no longer spply the tem
YBoasont! to such a soclety, tgken as
would rather become one of the peagant gogtor in a gop=
peagant goclety: the setting would then be different, and
a difforent level of analysls would be requiyed.

Tho third criterion requires the existance of a greoat
najority of peo:t)le in extended familieg, where the modes of
production is kin-based. The type of family, moulded by
pcasant mode of production, larpely affects their fortility
declmions.

s a thole. The question
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The fourth criterion is the zupgl urban aopangki.on.
We do not consgider an econouy to be peassmt, unless it

containg a slgnificant muobor of towns with a definite
pattorn of urban life quite dlffexent from oountry side.
8imply as a xoupgh quantitative indication, Mg'? nein-
talned the view that the total urbsn population should
amount to. at least half a million persons; or alternatively,
thet at least 5 pe:gcent of the entire populatlon of a piven
country reaident i.ln towns.

The fifth criterion is the ugit of production. In
peasont econony, the typical and most representative units
of production are the peagant family hongeholds. FPoasant
hougeholds form the basic nmuclel of peasant society. A
poasont household usially provides the work team of tho
fom, thile the faxrms activities are geared msinly to pro-
duction of the basic conmmption needs of the famlly.

Peasont households, in a majority of cases conglgt of
blood relatives of two or three generations. However, the
bogc deteminant of household merbership was not a blood
tie, but total participation in the life of the houschold
or as the Russian Peasants put it “earming from the cormon
pot"s. This unity implied: living together undey the autho=-
ity of a pabtrierchal head. Consequently, one who joined

7 Thornor, Daniel, ~‘I96.2, 'Peggant Econony as a Catagpry in
Economic history!, in peasant and peasant sociecties,
; h odited by Theodoy 8h n, pp.a)a-e‘lao

{hayanov, A. 1925, op. git. De54
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the hougehold thmue;h narrisgoe or adoption was congidorad
a nerber vith full rights, while a gon of the femlly who
set up a household on hlis own viewed as en cutsider.

The peasant Ilaousehold operated as a highly cohogive
unit of social organization, with basic dvisgion of labourx,
authority and pres';tige on ascribed family lines. Genoxall:,
the hepd of the household was the father of the family ox
the oldest ldn member. His authority ovexr other meubers and
over houschold affairs by peasant customn implied both aubo-
craotic rights and extensive duties of cave and protection.

Wonen in spite of their hoavy burden of labaur (both
houpehold and field work), and their functional importance
in a peasant housshold, were considered second-rate citizens
and neoxly alwsys placed under the anthority of a male. In
traditional peasant houscholds, son is given much prefercnce
then daughters and male labour is congidered more valusble
than female laboor.

The zixth and final critorion is the existence of pigk

meeptainty in peasant sodiety., Nature introduces an
element of chance factors beyond human control with which
all the peassnt commmity is faced Margionsl farmers in
peasint socleties are always confronted with risk ond unw
cexrtaginty, In times of digtress or hardship, such as, crop
failure, poor harvest, flood & cyoclbne death of earning
netber of a faaily or degtitution in o0ld sge, the absence
of sny earning uale nmembeX in the famlly enforces the
najority of ma:.-g;i.nal farmmers in peasant society to sell

.‘ A LG LY
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a portion of their landed proporty. _C_mg obgerved that
Rother things being equal, families vith smaller holdings
and fouer sblo-bodied males in peasent societies arc less
rogilient and more st rigk of enduring loss in times of
hardship. Thus, in order to Bpread rigls foxr their owm
safety, aznd to ensure a stoady income stream, narginal far-
ners in peasent societies always wsnbt increasing labour
narket participation by their family mexnbers". The demo-
graphic compogition of the family, thus, is an important
factor in nediating the effects of econouwic crimis. The
pexrvagiveness of rigk in the peapgant gociety and its &iverse
course, undoubtedly creates an incembtive for larger familics.

It may be emphesized that not a gingle one of the
gbove factors w1l guffice to determine whether or not a
given gociety 1s indeed a peasant society. All these feae
tures nugt De found together and nuegt relate to the econony
of a wholo country.

Bangladegh 1g one of the most densely populated yural
countries of the world., China is 86 tines larger than
Bangiladesh in geographicael area, but irn population it is
only 10 times bigeger. India is 25 times larper in eise
than Bangladesh. Bubt population of India is only 6 tiumes
higher than Bangladesh. Crouded into a country, of 142
thougind kilometers, Bangladesh contzins 90 million people;

9 Cain, llead T. 1980, "Rigk, Fertility and Famlly Plapning
in o Bangladesh Villare!, publighed in studies in Pamlly
Plaming, Vol.II, No.5, June.
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over 80 million of them live in the country side. The
pattern of agMicultural economy of the country ic cho~
racterised by subsigtence farming, axising out of a
heavy pressure of population on land which is refleocted
in the very lou-landeman-ratio'C (defined es not sown
area to male agricultural lgbour) it has. The pressure
has resulted in an out dateie't land tenure gystem, chronic
unemploynent and under-employment of agricultural lsbou=
rers & continuous fragmentation of holdings.

Agriculture is the most iumportant sector of the
oconomy Of Bangladesh. It provides employment to 74
pexrcent of the population of working age i.e. 10 yoars
and asbove and accounts for 54 pexcent of national incone
and 76 percent of country's foreipn exchange earmings.
lfoxre than 80 percent of po;"mlation in lsbour .force""
directly or indirectly depends on agriculture. IHere
ageiculture production by extended family memberp are
carried on mainly to feed the membexs of the family.
Farming on commexcial baslis is almost non existent in the
countxy. The patiférn of rural social organization st the
local level is intricate. People scattexred through vari-
ous horizontal lsyers of landholding classes are bonded
10 In 1974, 92 pexrcent of population of Bangladesh lived

poreont and- Londsanoeatio deciibed 5t The commpind

rate of =1.46 pexcent and rural population ircrcasod
by 35 percent during the inter-censal pexriod (1961-74).

41 It refers to all population over 10 (ten) years of age,
loyed in any gsinful profession. Hougevlves and in=-
active permrﬂls are excluded from labour force.
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togother, sometimes strongly, sometlmes casually, into
croupings of several different kinds, EKinghip ties at
goveral levels enmagh and intexn help to distribute the
burden of risk. The nuclear end patrilinearxly extonded
famlly is the basgic social and economic unit of Banglodest
society. Even those vho live in physically nncleated
houscholds have formal and informsl contacts and ties ith
thelr familiee 0of origin and they live in physical prodi-
ity with each other.

Landless labourers are occupying very important place
in prasant society of Bangladesh. They are voriing in
land elther ap wage earners or as share croppers. BShare
croppers or wage carners have little or no interest in
the produce of land. Thisg lack of interest contribute
greatly for tjhle law productivity of our farm labourers.

The agricuiture productivity in Bangladesh remained
nore or less stagnant over a long perlodqa. Even to=day,
the per capita production of foodgrains are much lot-zer15.

12 For detail, see Hossain, Mahbub, 1981, Lgad, Zeure 0,
Apyd eultupnl Development in Baneladesh. Institute

o
D Qg - £ es, Dy W o V K . ‘ seﬁ-es HOQSB pp.?fgb
The Author in his book estimatod the trend rate of crowth
in the production of rice, the single najoxr source of food=
grain in the coun (vhich congtitute 80% of the cropped
area during 1979/80) and found the production only 2.2 pexr
cent per annum of which 0.9 percent came £xrom acxycafo exe=
pansion and 1.3 percent from growth of productivity of land.

13 The secular decline in per capita production of foodgrains

can be egbimated from the sharply riging trend in the imports
of foodgraing to meet the growving domestic domand. The average
yearl]:g mpoxrts of rice snd vheat was orly 23 thoucand tons in
1048-50 period, but it »0se to 0.5 million tons in 19060=62 &
furthey o 1.0 million in 1969-71. Recent imports of rice and
vheat (averafe of 1976/77 to 1979/80) is runming 1.6 million
tong, vhich ig about 11 percent of the domestic requirements.
The population wth ig estimated at 2.6 percent per anmuném
during this pexriod.
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The main causes responsible for this law yiclds per acre
ore almost uniform as those observed in a peasant socloiby.
These are natural (cxop failure, draught, poor harvcat,
flood & cyclone or badly dlgtributed reinfall), cconomic
(surplus farm population, problem of supply of improved
seeds, manures, fextilizers, implements, insecticides,
pesticides etc.) and socio-economic (conservatism, cnbi-
quated orgamization, lack of incentives and desire to
produce more because of prevailing land tenure gyctem and
skevmess in the land distribution) in nature. Thus the
cconony Of Bangladesh is largely traditionsal peasant in
character with a small industrial base''. A densely ge=
ttled papu.:hsd::i.on‘I5 » groving rapidly over the last feu
decadesqs, depending heavily on agriculture, nesches lightly

14 Bectoral ghares of GDP at constant (1972-73) prices
uas calculated as 10.3 percent in case of indusiry
in 1978/79 (provisional), of vhich the contribution

£ larpge scale industry uas 5.9 peroent and thot of

sm;.zll scale industry 4.4 Eercent gee, Govornaeat of
the People's Republic of angladesh, ini of
Plapning, Btatisticpl Divigion, st;at:.st:c.cal oclzct Book
of B adesh, 1979).

15 As per 1974 Census, dengity of population, per squave
mile in Bangladesh including river is 1286.

16 Bee table 1.2.
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wth a hazardr.ltlls jnatural environment, Impoxtant oppor-
tunities for indugtrial growth exight, but becouse of
econonic donﬂ.nen'ce of agriculture, any hope of Topid
change necessé,ﬁly regt on progress in the rural sector.

The consumption detexmined aims, the traditional
nethods of production, the use of family labour, the
lou tz'ua.'me::ei:ab:L;.:i.i:zrL of Eh:e product, desiro for son and
children's lsbour contj:;.bution to household economy nade
the peasont h«nmsehold in Bangladesh a production unit
very different froum a pational capitalist enterprige.

P

3
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2¢3 I’eaeants Mode of Production and

A comurity may have more than one mode of production
snd each mode has its relation with the production. TPeasant
pocleties are moved by familial modes of production thich
usually refers to kin-hased production between relatives.

2.3.1 liodes of Production in Peasant Bocieties

In peasant societies, modes of production are provided
by gecietal nomg. These norms are nothing bub decloion
Rakineg mechanim, which are important in both economic and
demogrsphic areas. High fertility in peas:nt societies can
not be understood without having any knowledge of naterial
bonefits erising from production and Xepxpduction in peasant
ford 1y,

In the areas of fertility, there are a serlies of decle
clons (such ast pre-aarital sex, the practice of pro=nayital
contraception, whether marriage takes place, the oge at
naxrriage, the frequency of sexual relations during uarriapge,
the practice of contraception dwring marriago, the practice
of sbortion during and after msrriage etc.), tuldch ngy
influence fertility. In peasant societies some of theese
decisions are lavgely or almost vholly decided by porsons
beyond the conjugrl pald. Usually parents declde upon
noxriage and upon the zge at vhich it will occur. They
decide vhether fertility will be controvlled, and they often
influence the level of sexal activity.
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In fact, contraception is not unknown to any pecsant
family in Bouth Asia. Bome are practicing contracoption,
if family d.ched it and others ave not. The Lype of fplw
lavgely affecth ii.neix- fertility decision. Probobly, tlc

great majority of adults in gxtended families., seo ro gain
in restricting fextility.

2.3.2 Extended Fomilies

In rural areas, a significant number of people sbill
1ive in extended families'?. The motives to live in cloge
proziulty of relatives has been developed elther from the
nutual obligation of fighting the dlsaster or fron joint
land ovmership or from coumon finencial obligations. Those
characteriastics go far to explain how the peas rt ecorony
vorks and hovhe and vhy its fertility ramains high.

It ig usnally hypothesized that the extended f£amilies
or joint household stmuctures promote high fertility than
the nuclear families. Sociologists like Lorinor., Davig
and Blake uphold thig view. The argunents usunlly advonced
by them aret

i) The exbended families tend to motivate and

ﬁpgggtr agirgmmzf.t;?e and thus hich lovels
ii) The firnancial and physical burden of rearing

children is shered by others in the houseow
hold; and

17 In this s‘tudy of all households 78.50 percent are
nucleaw, mgnlmented miclear and sub=-npuclecr in
structure y 17.75 pexcent of 211 households arc
Joint in structure :..e. contain more than onc
narried couple.
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i11) Couples are motivated to have their own gbatus
in the hougehold.

Moreover, the older decigion mekers in extonded fo=
tilies correctly see no advantage accuring to thenselves
from thelr children and child in-law restricting thoir
fextility. They perceive advantages from cHldren in
theiy traditional agricultural system and thus act accore
dingly. a |

2+.3¢3 Traditional Agricultural Systenm

The traditionsl agricultural gystem, seasonality in
aprlcultural crops snd emall land holdings axre the cha=
racterisgtic features of peasant households in most parts
of south Agia and that of Banglodesh in particular. The
nature of agricultural aystem justify large murber of
children in peasunt households to diversify and exploit
nultiple sources of income, particularly vhen the timing
of the peak opportunities of diffexent income sources
colncide.

The availability of a large and quickly mobilized
lsbour force is of particular importance during the pealk
farming periods, vhen entire family including oven the
young children fyom the ages 0f seven is euwployed in
different activities. It is at such periods that tho
advantages of maay children 1s manifest to all.
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Moreover, during the pesk agricultural season, a
household has to hire wage lsbour in the sbsence of forilly
lsbouxr. But wage labour generally requires more supervie
gon then famdly lasbour and will probsbly be loss cfficient.
Over and sbove, more children in a peasant econony is Jus=
tified on the ground that in case of any emerpgent situation,
nost avkvuard or mogt lsbour intensive activitics can be
sucocessfully caxried out without walting for outside lsbhour.

Children =re not burden to pessant houscholds. Peapants
1dth laxrge families do not rogret having them. Thoy with
nany children hardly ever begin to think they should have
hsd fewer children. To peapants, children are potential
sources of cheap labouxr. The grecter the number of clildren
a farmer has, the easier and quicker he cultivates his farm-
lands, because 0f the availability of relisble sources of
cheap ladbour. Ioungqa concluded from his study of a chinese
villages "When a son is born, even to a pooxr fomily, he is
not looked upon as socmeone who will furthex divide tho
Laily's land, but as one who wvill add to it. uhen a sccond
son is born, the parents do not worry that their family plece
of land will be divided into two parts. Insgtead, thcy begln
to hope that ’when their sons are grown up, one will be a
hired lsbourex, snother a nason, zand they will sorn not
only their own living dbut add £i £ty dollers or oo to the
18 Yang, Martin, A Chinese Villages Toiton, Bhantung

Prgzince, Kegan Panl, Trench & Trubner, London, ' s
p.84.
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fanlly every yeax. In two or three years they can buy
one more moyw of land with their suvings. Thus, thon tho
parents are old, they will be bettexr off than they are
nou®, ' "

A larpge family is, therefore, congidered as an ocono=-
nlc asset in peasant sod.e‘lw19. A peasant with a2 large
nuriber of children is thus identified as a successful man,
and is usually thought to have a potential for ever groater
success. Thusg, in a large family neither the children nor

the parents are embittered since they work and eat together.

2.3.4 Ohildrm'él Work-inputs to Household Productivity

In peasant soc}eties, the micro-economic theoxry of
fextility recopnizes’ children's work input to houschold
productivity as a factor influencing the fertility becha=
viour of parents. Children's vork inmput to houschold
productivity includes not only the labour contribubtion of
children, but it also includes the gongumption emalitorianism

different cervican.

19 In Barkat's (Ehuda=e-Barkat, 1278), S8tudy over two=
third of all respondents were in favour of five chile
dren. Over 74.5 percent males and 61 percent of fenales
felt thet for a person having less than 0.5 acres, it
vas gtill useful for him to have a l mrber of chil=
dren. In the present study, more than pexrcent of

srents from all economl¢c class, excluding economic class
and 6, gave their opinion in favour of 5 or morc chile
y and 65 percent of parents felt that a nan uvith less
nutber of children is poox.
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The amouflxt of work done by children, the kind of vork
done etc. increase family inoome and give Yreal plcasure
to parents. In pessant socleties, children make diroct
neterial contribution to housshold economy from thelr vemy
esrly ages. Thelixr contribution of services to houschold
naintenance tasks aloso free the adult members to particﬁ.;
pete in more productive activities outside home. Thus, the
direct material contribution of children to the houschold
econory aslong with the contribution of sexwvices in tine
conpuming tasks of sueeping, fetching water, washing, childe
minding etc. support high fextility in a peasant socloty.

In peasant societies, cost of ralsing childron is almo
£aixly lov. Hers the cost of raising children is penerallys
distributed or shared by the members of the externded fomily
on the one hand, and there is also minimum demand fron
children, on ;t:'he‘ 'other. :

It has been realised that the gtandaxrd of couforts in
villages is relatively lou and the demznds of children on
their parents are minimal. Children, in agraxion socioties,
- Torely ask for uore than thelr parents can easlly afford.
Children are often reaved to follou: thelr parents in fore
ming if parents are not capable of sending them to sochool.
Econometric analysis of fexrtility in a few less developed
countries have demonstrated significant negative correloa~
tion between child=lzbour force participation sith child
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schooling., It is, therefore, evident that ingtead of
gending their children to school, parents used to secnd
then in ranningzo !i‘he children by thelr ovn conciderable
labour contributions not only,\ theu keep but also help to
buy the rmndatioﬁ of their ovm future.

In agrarian economy, the cost of food staff 1g the
najor cost that parents incur in rearing up their clhildren.
Young children from the age of seven months begin to haove
their mothert's tmllk supplemented wvith a small quantity of
rice. The staple food gbuffs vhich adults eat are rice ox
theat, teken with pulse, fich and vegetables. Thouge itonms
are usually produced by the rich farmers in their fom and
thus cost only the labour input vhich is regarded os cos-
ting virtually nothi;zg. In cases of landless parents, the
cogt of food stuffs is congidexszble., Becsuse, in that case,
they are to purchaso these items from the market. The cost
of clothing and accomodation for children does not congtitute
any pyoblem. TYoung children axe found to use the clothes of
theixr elders. However, the demsnd for clothes grou for those
children who attend school or reiide in town for hichor edu=
cation or engage in some trade over there. Children used to
live with their parents in their ovn homestead until they
are old enough to establish independent houscholds. Tho
question of establighing independent household arises, Just
20 In the present study, about 42 percent of mole children

and 71 d;;e:r.'cent: of female children are found not atteon=

ding school within the group of 5=-21 years of age.
For detatl, ses table 5?%2.
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after the marriage of children. Expenditure on nedicine

by porents in raiging of children is also not subsgbontial
in peasant society, vhere hospital facilities are fevw and
far betveen. In villages, bables are mostly delivered by
local traditional midwives and medicines are supplied by
local unqualified doctors snd Hgldme®'. As villages ore less
developed, therefore people must rely on traditional lover
cost health sexvicos. .

Thus, in & gtuation, where the cost of raiging children
is mimimun and children ave found economically useful, under
such circumstances, it is very logical froa the point of
view of parents to have many children.

Child:.'en; @are also geen as a source of pover and social
prestige in a peasant socieby. ZEngagement of childr-on in big
posts and responél.ble govermment sexrvices increaced the soclal

and political power of parents.

2.%.5 TIreference for Son

In traditional agearian sod.eties, particularly in
Patriarchal societies like Bangladesh satisfactions dorived
from having children is expressed in preforence of aon@a;3 In

21 Hakin is a person vho used to "“‘2{1’3 traditional types
of nedicine to villagers. His me neg are usually
prepared from local herbs, shexbs and Jungles.

22 In Barkast's (Bhude=e=Barkat 1978) study over 97 porcent
0of all respondents felt s for a man with no son. In
the present study, 90 percent of parents from landless
class 1 and 2, 82 percent from economic class 3 and 80
porcent respectively from cconodic closs 4,5 and 6 oqu=
ally felt the utility on sons.
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guch societies, song are considered important for memimie
ging ecconomic, soclal and religions utilities.

In rural households, a strong preference for sonc
has been observed in all sections of the population. The
hipghor value placed upon song than daughters arlses not
only f{rom the assumed econonic adgantages of sons to
parents but also’ from congiderations of religious and
soclal prest'ige.' Continuity of the fomlly name is over—
thelmingly the most frequently cited reason for vanting a
boy. 01ld age support snd verious types of economic and
practical help are aleo often cited®-.

A married women achieves a hipghexr position in the
hougsehold only after the birth of a pon, and couples with
nany song are admired. The prevalance of a doury systen,
is to some extent, respongible for the dislike of female
children. Because of the strong desire for sons, a high
proportion of women continue to progress to higher parities
until the preferred number of sons uwre achieved.

Thus, the preference of one pex over tho othar load
to high fertility both at individusl and societsl level,

23 In the present study, in response to s specific gues=
tion, the respondents were asked to gbate, the reacons
as to % sons are more useful to them, than daughters'?
35 pexrcent of parents from all economic classsfelt that
aons are use becauge they provide old ape security;
19.4 pexrcent gave their opinion that sons proscrve fa=
ily name; 18.3 geroent felt sons as econouic asset;
17.2 percent felt the economlc assistance of cons in
times of neod snd the remaining 10 gercant congldered
that girls add economic burden to the family ot the
time of marriage.
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Children are also seen ag a newong of poclod secuxity,
Shey are the bost source of mupport to their pororbs in
thel® 0ld dnys snd 4in the doys of other ealmiticn. oy
are axpected tcl; take over the task of vorking on tho
faally farms, and te provide food and support oo thdr
navents vhen they ezan no lonsexr suppoxt thcnmlveczy"',

Children axre pxpected to help their paxents if tho
lotter foll sck, lose thely employnert, fall intc ddbd
or face other formp of migfortune., ohis is onc of the
fimest elenents of the papent-child bond; the il nugt
ttand by 4ts pavents undor virtually eny circumsboncen,
ond viece versc.

Doughterp cleo provide mupport for thelr poratn
indirectly. The pavents czn call on the eervices of
their daughters husband and his fumily in tine of ncods
Thip is the affinal link thot is most froquently c:plaited
in our society. lovoover, narried daughters frequontly
bring food for tholy old parents, work fox thoan ond tond
$hen during sickness.

24 In the pxesent study, *the yole of childrer oo old
aso sec-m.'lty was saalysed, in dotxdil, in a‘:xg":m 7
Ig a aample of 77 eldexly porsons of o

1l « Beventy siv percent of the eldoriy poyat
aemi od that thoy receive money ox fnancial @s""s-
%laﬁ mou their children iyrespoctivo of
wim":ha:.' ldren gre reglding in the una{;o o
in the towm with or without spouse.

|
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Btudies in Java 25 have sowvn that "people 4o have sone
alternative sources of meterial support, includingc neich-
bours, siblings, other relatives, and, in some canes,
government pengions. Houvever, one's own children arsc unw
questionally the preferred source of support, larrcely besanre
it is not simply the material contribution involved, but
olso personal relations, and particularly the parent-chiid
bona".

Parents prefer large muubexr of children, because, Vhey
understand that all children nmay not be loyal to then, hen
they spproach old-agge. Some children may die and come gy
move away.

Hovever, comparingthe actual particlipation of childwen
in elther materially productive tasks ox household services,
the economic assurance vhich children provide agningt inse-
curity in peatsa::ﬂ:l society is, considered as the nogt imporw
tunt factor affecting the fertility. But, it should be
rencubered that it is not only secuxrity in old age that is
a suppoxt for high fexrtility, but the desire to have, through-
out ons's life, a cohesive social unit to provide a fooling
of assurance in general, and a fulfilment of life, arc the
prine factors supporting high fertility.

25 Hull, Valorie J. 1977, "Boclal nnd Economic Support for
high B‘ertiltty in Peasont Cormurdtient General lasues

Em ging from spec:r.fic Rego :cch" ip the ® OP.W S -
B Ol 1 D 0L, s £ ) “, : R "d'do ) :7 sle

anbc Pational Unive 2oiby,
Deparbment of Demog;'aphy, Pp. 241-250
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2.%.7 Hipgh Infant and Child Hortality

In the peapant sociotiesn, high infant and chlld norta=
Jity‘% is congidered sn inpoxtant factor which encourape
high fertility. B8ince the probability of survival of ine
fonts and children are low in peascnt socletles, pavents
are required to produce more children than necessory (dosie~
red) in snticipation that st least few of then wonld rurvie
ve till their adulthood. Thus, in traditional adbaoictonce
apparian socleties, hipgh fextility is encournged to offget
high mortality.

There ars pevaeral -mechanisms by vhich infart nortalibty
mey affect fertility level, of uhich, i) the Biological or
Physiological effects, il) Replacement effects, 1ii) Inou-
vance effects and (iv) Sociebal effects arc moct imortmt.

Biologioal effect is involunbary in nature. It oporates
through abbreviated brecsgt feeding emd congequont coespabion
of post partum smenorrhea, following sn infant death. Usug=
1ly. after the death of an infant, breast=feeding is dio~
continued and ovulation is likely to be repumed sooncr, o0
that if contraception is not practiced en ezxlier pregnancy
nay be expected, keeping other factors congtant, infmnt
nortality may cause frequent birth i.e. births within rhor-
tor interials through rcleaging the ovulatory suppropsant

26 The study villapge provides the infant and child morbom
lity rate as 12%9in£ant deaths per 1000 populatlon.
The B adesh data on infant mortality is 172 decths
pexr 1 population as pexr 1974 population Consun Report.
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effect of lactation. Replacement effect, on the othox
hand, encourage additional births with the motivation to
replace the actu?; death of a child. Bimilerly, in hich
nortality socleties of peasents, parents msgy dovclop fear
of loss of children, given their personal experiencc o
death in the family and community. Thus, insurcnce
effocts demonstrabe the production of more childrcon then
the desired mnnber inn ordey to cnsure agsinst posaible
rigks of child losses. Same 1s the case with Bocietal (or
Comnunity) effect. All high mortality peasant socictios
have developed a wide ¥enge of social nowms, beliefs ond
pY cticep vhich are either explicitly or implicitly decipe
ned to desl wlth the problen of child loss.

2.3.8 Bigk end Uncextainty

Marginal farmers in peasant socleties are aluvoys
surrounded by rigk and uncertainty. In the f£ace of crop
failure and drought, a cultivator who opexrste clogo to
the margin of subslistence, Wvill alwsys search a new techw
nology for his own safety. Govern by a "safety first®
principle cultivators will naturally reject a techaology
that promises a pi@u yield if it aleo increuses the rigk
of crop failure. The poo:r.;er the cultivator +the nore
averse to risk he will be.

[
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The problem of a poor landless/subsigtance farmer is
to ensure a sheady‘g;rg:mcome from participation in a lobour
narket that can ell;tail uncertainty in finding employncnt on
a glven day, or for more oxtended periods and uncortain vage
rates. The uncerteinty may depend not only on underlying
dand factors (for example, extended unemployment creoabed
by harvest £ed.lu:.'"e), but on structural features of the mariot.
For example, ulde fluotuations in wages and thus wage unccore
tainty, are likely to be less in markets vhere agricultural
lghour union are active than uwhere they are not.

Galn's gf. gl,>’ compare the mek and uncortainty of a
farmoer with that of the financial manager of a mutual fund.
The financial manager, according to thom, will seck to di-
verglfy his investment portfolio in order to gpread risk mmd
uinirdze the effects on the overall rate of return of failuvre
by any elngle invegtment., The head of a lsbouring houschold
can spread risk and help to ensure a steady incomec strean in
& cimilay fashion by increasing the number of labour narket
participants in his houspehold. lNMoreover, if the total not
rcturms to labour are on average the game wAth one or nany
household psxticipations (i.e. if the net economic value of
children s zexo), landless pavents will still havo o posi-~
tive economic incemtive to have many children. Thug, the
27Jaain. Mead T. and A.B.M. Ehorshed Alan Mazumder, Lobour

Morket Styucture, Child Employment and Productive Bchaw
viour in Rural South Asla, Centre for population studics

wrking papers, No. » 1980 the population council
ono Dag arekjold Plaza, New York, New Yox& 10017,U.8.4.
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greater the risk inherent in a particular lgsbour market
structure, the greater the fertility incentives from this
source.

Agrioalture in Bangladesh is a gamble of monsoon.
Good harvest depend on good weather. The vagarios of
nature and luck in farming are immediately responsible
for tho majority of small lend transfers. In times of
M.gtress or hérdship (such ast Droughtse, crop fsilure,
poor harvest, flood, c¢yclone, untimely death of oarming
nerbor of a fakily etc.), the @bsence of sny earming male
nembexr in the!fi;nily, particulaxrly of son enforcc the
najority of narginal farmers to sell a portion of their
landed propexty. Buch farmers, 1f they are endowed with
sone dble bodled sons can easily supplement thelx loss
through the wape earmings of their sons and get themseclves
relieved fxom the transfer of land. Thusg, uncertainty ond
the porvasiveness of righk in the peasant soclety and its
diverse course, undoubtedly creates an incemtive for larper

fardlies.

2.3.9 Bocial 'and Cultural Factors

NMoreover, a large nurber of social snd cultural
factors prevalling in our peas:nt society like universal
and early marriage, educational level, occupational pattemrn
and soalal position of women greatly affect the micro=~lcvel
dotermination of fertility in our rural econony.
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1) 8ince all births in our country occur uithin
narrisge, total fertility is closely associabed 1dth the
narriage pattern. In peasant society, maxriage is congi=
dered to be a religious function and it is ontrenched in
their culture. In our soclety, marriage is not only und=
versal, but it takee place at an early age resulbting high
fortility. An ummarried girl is expected to mailntain her
virginity till the time of her marriage, and narriage nugt
be desired before any sogpe of sugpicions reparding the
virglnity of a pirl arises. Because of these, the age at

na¥riage has been very low. It is often nagintained that
‘ hich fertility in peasant society is the rogult of
universal and early marxiage.

ii) Education is congidered to be one of the most
important varigbles affecting fertility behaviour. In most
of the »esearch ﬁ.nai.ngsas, an inverse relationddp between
fartility und education has been noted. It is obgoerved
that education of wife has greater impact on fexrtility than

28 Berelson, Bernard 1976 "Social Science Resecarch on Fopu=
lation", Pppulatiopn and Deyelopment Rcvicy. Vol.2

gue, f) ] pLcal con m.bution to
Family Plann:l.n eeax.'ch, Chicapos Community and Family
Btudy Centre versity of Chicago.
Coale, A.J. 1965, "Factors Associated with the Deve=
lopment of Law Fortility: 4 Historic me:mq Frocoe=
cz%ng og the World Population Conference, Vo 41, PPe
Chaudhury, Raﬁ.qul Huda 1977b “Educabtion and Fextility
in B desh”, Wm&m‘ Vol.v,

No.1, January, pp. .
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does the educat:ll.on of the husband. Education ngy affect
the fextility 't;ehav.lo:m of women (a) by deloylng the age
of narriage, (b) by providing new outlook, £rcodom emnd
personal advancement, and (¢) by allouing groatcr female
participation in family declsion making.
But, in peapant @dety, though parents rccognize

the value of education for their children, Yct the pepre
centage of literacy is found to be very much insignifioant.
Thig low percentage of literacy in peasant socisty encouw
rages high fertility.

i1i) Occupational pattern of parents ney also plsy an
important »ole in determining the fertility bchaviour. Fron
d £ferent Tescarch ﬁ.nd:i.ngsag, it is obgerved that occupa=-
tional patternh of women has greater impact on farbility
then does the occupational pattern of man. Bone ixiters
have employed the concepts of 'woxrk commitmont! and role
incompatibility® to specify the relationship botucon fomale
caployment and fertility level. Thourh a negative

29 Peek, Peter 1975, “"Family Gangosi‘bion and Morried Female
Employment s The case of chile®, ILO, Population snd
Employment Division, Working paper No.13.

Carton Robert 0. 1965, "Labouk Force Participations A
Btig% 330 Fexrtility in Paerto Rico", Domography 23
Pp. .

Rasra, M. 1974, “The Rols of Inter-gpousal, Comrmud ca-
tion in Adoption FPemily FPlanning Methodgos A couple
Approach," The Poldcton Developmert Rovicy, Vol.XIII,
ELl'tbeI.‘ 49?4, NO o 4 3 ppo
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relationsghip is f&'md between thesge two in the advanced
countries, but such a reletionship does not scem to hold
good for peasant aociety vhere extended farily ties are
particularly strong and child care arrongenent are rolae
tively easy. Ioow occupational pattern of parents and par-
ticularly lack of female employment opportunities in peasant
society promote high fertility.

iv) Traditicina_:uy, a large family is desired in pea-
sznt society. The gtatus of a narried women in peasant
society is measured by the number of clildren particularly
nale children. Her sgtatus is enhanced only wthen che has
nany children. For a women to have no children at zll has
traditionally been regarded as one of the pgreetest migfor—
tunes, and even a cax;se of ostracism. The ecornonic advantage
of children, especially of sons, to the parents in the imme=
dlate fubture or in the old age, as mentioned ecarlicr, is the
important nmotivating factor behind the birth of a large num=-
ber of children. Children are regarded as one's chief source
of lasting pleasure end prinme goal of affection. They are
the means of attaining prestige in the society.

Thus the sbhove enalyels provide vexry clear-cut expla=
nation of high fexrtility in peasant apgrarian cocicties by
pointing out that large families bring more bonefits to
thelr members than do smell families.
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The purpose 0f this chapter is to explore the theo=
retical spproaches that heve been developed wrtil now, in
connection wlth the analysis of the value of clildren at
8l £fevent levels of conceptualization’ and to identify the
central igsues behind all suck approaches for a clear
understanding about the wvalue and cost of chilércn. The
conceptual framework developed in this chapter, ic later
on applled in & setting typical of conditionsg found in a
rural community of Bangladesh. The chapter concludes with
a brief reviev of existing studies.

3.1 Gonceptual Iggues
An attempt is made he:ie to clarify the different issues
and related toxminologies, vhich often confuse the mindes of
the resders in understanding the analysis on the value of
children.
In recent years, the ternm 'valﬁé of children! is used
by the ressarchers in determdning the fertility behavioun
of parents. Rescarchers offen used this terminologzy
1 The analysis of value of children touards mdersbanm.nc
fertility behaviour runs at four levels of conceptualie-
zation and these can be classd fied under (1) Bocio=

Detélfaphlc, ) Boclo=-Structural, iii) Socio=Psycholo=
and (iv) lMcro=Economic approach.
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according to their own tastes to intexprot tholr o vieus.
In meny cases, this creates a great confusion mnd md e
understanding and *hampers the discussion of tho value of
children to pavents' (Hull, 1975, p.19)°. Sociologigts
nornally call ‘values' are relatively abstract ond cannot
dotexmine the behaviour (spengler, 1966, p.1’l9)3. They
congider values in tems of "Functiong". Phychologiates, on
the other hand, use the term "gecd' to rofer tho *'value! of
children (Hoffman, 1973, p.27)*. Difinitely, children ful-
fil the psychelogical needs 0f thair parents. Again, econo=-
mats congider value of children in term of "ubtility?
(Leibenstein, 1957, p.162)5 . In economics, tho concept
2 Hull, ?.H., 1975, 'Each Child Brings its own Fortune: An
et oo Tpiue of ilosea in g Tavanose P
npu ssertation, an Ngtiona
vergity, C'mban.'a.

3 Bpengler, J.J. 1966 Values in Fextility Anclyses',
DeporTaphy, (1) 109-120 & 7

4 Hoffusn, Loipg W. and Hartin L. Hoffman, 1077Z, 'The Value
of Children to Parents', in Fawcett, James T. ed.)
och o1 Pepsoective on Pooulation. Tov Yoo Basic
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UHility?! refexrs to the fulfilment of satisfactions. Thus,
by utility of a child, 'an econonist neans tho sabisfactions
vhich the child brings to his or her parents. Dut, unfor-
tunately, many writexrs ignore the 'gm'e funcilons
inherent in the concept of utility and considewer purely
‘nabterial concepts' in evaluating the 'valuc of children!
teminology. Thie type of analyses ultinmatoly ocwvobdedy crogm
tes confusion end uisunderstanding among the regcarchers in
arriving at the net economic value of childron.

Children are valuable, because they provide cortain
pocial’ , economic® and psychological? bemefits (or satisfac—
tors or utilities) to their parents. Usually, the term
tvalue! is used to signify the pogitive functiong. But
values are not alugys positive. Cosits are also cssential
ingredients of the sbove concept. It is difficult to obtain
benefits without incuxxing some cogt. Values can be pogitive
or negative depending on the benefits and costs involved.
Conceptually, therefore, value of oh:‘.lcn:en implies a net
© FHNon-material and emotional values.

7?7 Adult gbatus, social identity, self Mlfiluent, expansion
of life, companionship, etc.

8 Help in the house, business or fam, carc of younger chil=-
dren, old age security of parents including econowm.c support,
phygical care, etc.

9 Pleasure from watching growth end developuent of children,
pride in childron's accomplishnents; rofloction of self
in Chﬂ.ldren, etc.
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balance between *benefits! and 'costs! vhich are nmet in
procuring them.

For a clear understanding of the positive and nega-
tive weaning of the term tvalue of 'children', a list pre=
pared by Fawcett (‘IB\’?fS)‘m is reproduced below, vhich
Tepresents variety of teruinology that is uscd in connecw
tion with the value and cosb of childPon.

Value of children Cogt of chxildren
Batisfactions of children i sgatigfactions
Adventages of children | Di.sadvent agos
Rewards of children i svalues

Functions of children Me=ubilitics
Wility of children Negative liotivations.

Need for childwen

Tagtes for children
Preferences for c¢hildren
Denand for childween
Motivation for parenthood
Reproductive Motivation
Chiild bearing botivation
Fertility Motivation.

Thus, in sny analyses of value 0f children, one neodsg
to look at both *benefits' and costs aspects. Owission of
any of these two aspecte of the concept will lcad to a
misinterpretstion of the net economic value of cirildren.

10 Fawocott, James, T. 'The Value and Cost of Childpen: Cone
verging Theory and Resgarch'. A paper prcpared £or pro-
gentatlion at ¢he Annual meeting of the Anerican Pﬁnbo—
loglcal Ascoclation, Washington D.C., Beptoubar 2~7,1976;
in Lado T, Buziocka (ed), The Economic and Social Sﬁorts
for High FPexrtlility, Canberra: The Austmalian Hatio
University, 1977, pp.91-114.
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The terminologles which are listed sbhove in connocw
tion vith the vslue and cost of children are all confuming.
One torm cannot beax the exact connotation of the othor. In
other words, they asre not intexrchanpesble. TFawvcobtt ('19‘;?6.'{M
thus rightly observed: "Termainology in thic arca of rescoast
is loose and non-uniform and suffers from a lack of gywtomas
tic definition, eithex theoretically ox oporational!?.

Boclo=-demographio spproach is bagically higborlcal and
inferential in napture. Here, the value and costn of children
are meagured by censidering long term changes in cconomic and
soclal ordexr of the society. According to this fremcuwork,
transfomation of society from rural to urban, soclo=economic
changes, the growding proliferation of factoriep, otc. are
asgociated with demopraphic transition. The central theme
of this approach is summarised by Fawcett (1072: 5--7)'l2 an
follows:

The sociology and demography, the sotiasfactions and
costag of children have becn dlscussced as a partial
explanation for the deuopgraphic trangition. The
shift from a rural, agricultural pociety to an urban,
indistrial one implies a reduction in economic bene=-
fits from children and an increase in costs. Other

L

11 Ivid, p.94.
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changes, such as hicher level of education, tend to incre
eape avereneps and de"slres related to slternatives to
children, chang;!.n';,'r family structure, along with altcre
nations in economic aotivitieg of the family, tend to
meke large number of children dye~functional.

Thus, aoccording to this approach, tho cconomic wuluas
and costg of children are measured by considering the chnpr
ges of aod.o-demograp"hio and economic conditions of the
society. About 27 33&1-9 ago, Banks (‘1954-)"3 mede on attempt
in his higtorical gtudy to asses explicitly the value and cogh
of children with this spproach. However, thc ideas of this

spproach are applied to contemporary cross=sectional data.
[

3.2.1 Value of (nx!.l(dren in Pre-Industrial Erg

The assumption that slowing population groivth 1dll
increcse a society's well being has never been adequatoly
established either loglcally or empinically'®, (Dlsndy 1974;
Krueger gb. gl. 1962; Robinson gt. al. 1971). Bupports for

14 Blandy, R:.chazd J. 1974. "The VWelfare Analygis of Ferw
g.lity)nednction » Ecopomic Joyrnal, 84(335): 100~120
laxrch);

Kmegera A0, and L.A. B8jaastad 1962, "Sone Idnitations

of Enke's Economlcs of Ui cation", Economic Development
and. Caltural Ghange 10(3)1 & 425-426v -

Robingon, Waxrren, C. and D.E. Horlacher 1971, ‘*Population
Grovth and Eoonouic Welfaxe',

Pamlly Flannipg 611~3) (Februsry).
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high fertility is congidered to be an inheront desire on the
paxrt of people many developing countiies of the world. Boclnl
scientlsts, paxrticularly demographers, cconoulsts, sociclo=
gigts and psycologlets have therefore staxted colloching Cuots
on gocial and economic factors that are related to or suppas
ting high fertility in these countries. Bocial scientists
have presented strong evidence that fortility trends of all
societies are not uniform. It varies from culture to culturec
and even within the some cultural groups, betveen one comnuw
nity with snother (Ogburn, 1922)77,

Thexrefore, it is not appropriaste to sy that children
wlll generally command the same value every:here and to evexry
¢lass. Perceived value of childrem by social class varies
wdth changing soclal customs. In pre-~industrisl era children
are congidered valuable to their parents, because they (chil-
dren) oont:ribute natexially to the running of the family,
suppoxrt thelr aged parents financially vhen they are helpless,
presexrve the family name and render help in many other family
tasks. For exsmples, Jlliping couples congider children an
end in themselves, reflecting thelr Mch valustion of emo-
tional warmth and closeness in the fanily. In mral Nigeria,
a ngn with a 1srgel numbex of children is identifiod even todoy
as a successiitl man, snd is usually thought to have a poten=
tlal for even grester siccess. In India, traditionally, a
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loxrge Laily is degired and this attitude is well reflccted
in the following words trenslated fyom the Kannada language:

I do not mind povexty so0 let me have many children.

And let the Lord's kindness be on me. And I knou

o will take care of my children (United Nations, 197i:

139)%°, !
Birdlorly, nuch of the earliexr studies, testify high ferti..
lity in troditional societies of pre-industryrisl era. Parents
in these societies congider that children are valudble to
then, not because they provide finamncial support, but other
inportont factors, such as, preservation of father's name,
continuation of family enterprise, corporate strength of
larpe fonilies and support given by children to aged parents,
are found contributing largely in determing the valuc of
cli.ldren,

ovever, man:f scholaxrs of pre-industrial era also urote
on valuc of ch"ild.ren and supporting hich fertility both at
individusl and societal level. Plato in his utoplan socicty
diocusged the different roles of children and his comments
on child bearing behaviour, marriage end family life amply
tegtify his support in favour of high fertility.

In the begimming of the 18th century, Mandeville in
hig Fdblo of The Bee'! aleo discussed the value of children,
He cons;i.dered family as the bagic undt of the society and

"16 United ll’ations 1961, "The lMysore Population Stuay*
Hev Yoxk, P ;é
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polnted out the consequences of excessive ‘'fondness' of
children in the society.

Classleal cconomipts like Adan Smith and Malthus in !
thelr lobour theory of value also showed the importance of
Mph fortility in those days, vhen the demsnd for children
vas felt in all sphexres of life = :Il.z; family, in farming
activities and in hegndicrsft indugtriss.

Thug hiph fertility was found as the inherent charace—
ter of a large section of people of the world, vho madnteli-
red the vieuw that there cannot be any meaningful success

wthout large number of children.

3.2.2 Chan Bocietal Concept on the
Value Children

“he concept of the economic value of children in deter—
mining fertility behaviour of parents was found in a sgtate
of disarray until the development of demographic transition
thoory in 1940 by Notestein, Devi Bu and the “Princeton Bchool"
(Hotegtoin 1945, 1953, Davis, 1955) 7. Though the earlier
wrltors emphacised the economic value of children and suppor=
ting hich fertility, yet no sgystematic discussion was found

17 UHotestein, FPrank, W. (10453 *Populations The Long View!,
in Theodore W, Bchultz (ed 0 Univer-
gity of Chicago Press, Chic .

Hotestein, Fran. (1953) ‘Ecopomi bleme ( oyl
¢ 8th IntematiOn : ural

COnOIILECs" .

nm« E.nisley (1955) 'Ingtitutional Pattems Pavouring
EZ 2(1 in Undexr Developed Arocas!
3
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anong then. 'Demographic transition theory actually came ..
then there vasg no‘t'heory and there was a crying need for a
theory' (concepcion end Marphy, 1967)78,

In pre-industrial sge, family was considered as the
bagic unit of the gociety, This idea was changed with the
grouth of uxbanization and industrialigation. A4s a resuit,
the utility of child labour as a source of cheap manpower
dragtically fell on family, faxrms and in factories. Tho
Indugbriol Revolution changed the overall picture of the
socicty. The impact of this change in society is well des=
crived by Hull (1975)%2 a5 follows:

The gnowﬁ.ngg proliferation of factories, the growth
of urban cities, the solidification of national
gystem, a flowering age of analyses znd exploration
had all bepgan to produce quite different types of
social and economic organization, one reasult of hich
vas & tiqansfomation of the role of clildren in a

society. These changes, not unexpectedly, produced
chenges, in vhat was Obeerved, and in the way it vas

interproted.

13 c::ncepcion, Ilexcedes, B. and E.M. Humhy (1967), ’Wanted:
ohcox.'.sr of the Demognaphic Trangition', in

Ut on '_‘rn ilaakyels Study o ool

49 M, T.H. 4975’ Op+s cit,
I
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In pre~industyial socisty, children helped their
parents in times of need and particulsrly in old ege vhen
thoy were unable to work; but the introduction of 'SBocial
Boourity BScheme' in many developed countxies of the world
reduced the economlic value of children in that direction.

lloreover, regtrictive child lsbour laws prohibiting
the cmployment of childyren in farms and factories, asryan=-
geaente facilitating savings,acqguisition of assets by the
individuals, growth of schools and »ige in educational costs
contributed laorgely in formulating a new ‘institutional
structure!, Notestein (1953t 16)2° then suggested that
tUcder these m}llltiple pressurcs, 0ld ideals and beliefs
began to weaken and the new ideal of a small number of
clitldron gained strengtht,

Howevexy, the gituation in the developing countrics of
the world are quite different. In developing countries,
the changing societal concept on the value of children as
observod in the industrialized world csmnot be applied ade=-
quately. Because, in most of the developing countries,
social sccurity scheme is not adopted at all lavel; child
labour ig not strictly prahibited in farms and factories;
ankl the anount of expanditure in education is insignificant.
Horeover, price ingtabllity, hicher riske of death and

digeace, highexr income inequality and lower income lavel

20 Notostein, Frank W, 1953, op. cit. p=16.
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encourace high i‘alri:ility in these countries. Thus, the
valuc of children in developing countries of the woxrld, in
the cobove cont'ezt, has not come down.

Touch the‘demog:aphic trangition theory satisfied the
long felt demend of finding a somevhat reasonsble Lfranework
of fertility analysels, yet the theory is rojected by ths
loter ymiters. Decause, no *testsble hypotheses' of the
theory ig found. It is based on some *casual factors' to
deteornine relative importance of the value of childrea and
as such falled to ghow the "process of demographic change!
in Buroncan countries (Vande Walle and EKnodel, 1967,
Lesthooghe and Vande Walle, 1976, Coale 1973)°1.

%.2.5 Heu Dimension of Thoughts

After the'Demogrsphic Tranglon Theory' for some time,
the *shrosh hold huppthesls! of Kirk (1971)%° was found to
21 Vande Walle é Ptierme and John Enodel (1967), "DemoE;r.'aphLo

.s.‘rgnsz.t:.on Ferb;hgy Dgcline: The Europesn Gaae s in
4 1.0 10 ne ] i [ 3

Legthaoghe, R. and E, Van De Walle ('19'76)i "Economi.c Pactors
and Fortility Decline in France & Belgium', in Angley J.
Coale (ed), Economic Factors in Population Grouth, Iacmllian,

London;
Coale, Ansley dJ. (1973) "I.he Demog; aphic Tronsition' in
L0 At L ON A, Uni.on D 1 '-‘c, 1l 1Y O PQ 2.L:0L 00 .

22 Iﬁ.r Dudley(‘l97’l) ’A mographic Transition' in
Tetbi onal Academy of B ' g al
Consequences and Policy Imphcat:.ons. chns HOpIrins Presn,
Baltinores 123-147,
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be very prouinent in exzplaining fertility behaviour of a
soclety. ‘

Tourh mﬂa‘snﬁndings are interesting, but his cal=-
culated throsh hold levels®), are alwsys found changing
with the change of socio=ecconomic developnent of dlfferent
countrios of the world., Value of children under "thresh hold
analysis® cannot be measured. Because, maryiage aysten; no-
tivgtions for large family, preference for male offspring,
faily otructure, infont mortelity, aad labour force parti-
cipation of women oubside hone ave not uniform in all culture.
Ary change in socio-economic development will lead to a change
in those ‘culbtural resion'. However, the main contretbution
of IErk's work ig the importance of cultural factors in the
detortination of fexrtility behaviour.

Z.2.4 Europesn Demographic Transition

Similar to the findings of Hirk, Idnguietic end Culbural
differonces, ::-q.ther than economlic and educationsl differcnces
were found to bé important factors in explainming the decline
of fortilibty between the 49 provinces in Spein (Coalo 1973:65)24.

27 Xirk discovered the 'thresh hold level! by reducing heter=
pgenelty and concentrating on 'Cultural repions'! (of South
Eagt and African countries) showed how economic snd social
dovelopnent reduced the value of children.

Coale 1977, op. cit p.63,

B
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In Bolgiun (Logthaoghe and Vande Walle 19761 227)°° and
Portugal (Suoozy, 1975)% culbural factors vere also found
to plsy dominant vols in reducing the birth rates of these
countM.eg.

Thourh nany studies on fertility behaviour are conduc=
tod on the theoretical frameworic, basing on cultural setting
(Davis and Blake 1956, Freednan 1961-62, Ryder 1950)27, yot
the idea of cultural nomms per ge does not tell the vhole
gtory about the value placed on children. Demire for children
is an ingbinct urge of parents which is closely linked up with

the changing ébcio—economic circungtances - not the culture

alone.
25 Iecgthae R, and E, Van De Walle (197G) *Economic Factors
md ¥ t Decline in Frence & Belgiunt', in Ansl;eg
Goale (e 509, Economic Fochara in Popidgtion’ Grath, HaceiLlan,
onaon.

2G Buceny, Alan (1975), Recent Light on the Relauz.on Between
B0ci o~economic neveiOpmont and Fertility Declinef, Salbecs
d, v k! 0 3 A 4 %2 5’- 4T seﬁ-es 1, LIO. P

27 Davie, K. and J. Blake (1956) *Social stmcture and For—
tz.l:r.t:y: An Analytical Framewoz-l. Econor .

culiprel chigneg, #(3): 211-23

Fmedmail,TRogdalg (1%643)31;%19 Soa).};lo of Hunan Ferbi-
1 Te epo ograp %ﬂi Sociolormy
1071(2): imiil, 25429, i

Ryder, N.B. (1959; 'l’erbihty' in Hauser, P, II and
Duncan, 0.D. (eds). Th ® Populs _An Tnvar

and Appzaigal, UmiveTRty of
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)28 took

It may be mentioned that Davisg and Blake (1956
the pioneering role by introducing a sociological model of
fertility. According to them, structural variables through
certain intemediate variables (intercourse, conception and
gestation variables) affect the fertility behaviour.

Freedman's diagram based on this model is reproduced in

Fig.lL.

ezb;ggoquzq

p. ;
Social and § @ Norms about |
Economic ' Family size

SBtructure 2 A .
# i

i

34 Norms‘about
intermediate}
variables

¥ : ! '
IntermediateLg, Fertility,
_ Varigbleg HAt———p— -

Figure 3.1 : 4 mode for the sociological analyses of fertility
levels (from R. Freedman, The Sociology of Human
Fertility: An Annotated Bibliography, 1975: 415).

28 Davis, K. and J. Blake (1956), op. cit. p-211-235.
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5.3 Bodlal Btpuctune and Fertility

Davic (1967)%°7 and Blake (1971, 1972)° ave the two
important proponents of soclo=gtructural approach. This
approach offect the value and cost of children in a variety
of ways. Boue times, the whole society is considered, somc-
times only a fraction of the society is considered and some-
tines only the reproducing couples are considered to determrine
the value of child:len. Here emphasis 1s glven to norms, valucs
and opportunity structure, because these are closely linked
with the value and cost of children. Davig and Blake deal
wlth the reproductive motivation of individuzl couples and
shou howr change in the soclal gtructuro, such ag uvbanization,
female lobour force participation, education level and posse=
sglon of modern consumer poods affect the utility of children
and thelx costs. Freedman introduced 'family size noms' as
enothor set of intemedlate variables. He argued that envi~-
ronnental factors and social & economic stmucture affect
fertility via a serles of tamily gl.ze 'normst.

29 Dzm.s, Bngoley 196 ; 'POpulation Policys Will Current
Prograrmes Succesd!? Bglopce 1581 730-759 (Woveuber 10).

% Blgke, Judith, 1971, "Re uctive l‘iot'ive and Population
Policy', Bho-Science. %rgd
J°  Blake, Juch.th 1972, 'Fe
t’lniverm.ty
on and Urban Research and Insbitute of Intemat:.onal
Btudies. Ropxint No.lma Berkkeley. Reprinted from 'Scicon-
tiste and World Affadrs! (Proceedings of the 22nd Pugwash
Confexrence on SBcience and World Affea.rs, 7-12 Bepterbey,
1972, London n.d.) pp.279-288,
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J%e3.1 A Idnk lBuetween Socliolopists and Economists

The concept of 'nmorns' as developed by the gociolos
plete uvas oonmidered to be a source of commmnication betweon
soeiologiasts and economigts. Boclologists meintaln the viex
that individual decision naking acting through pogmg affocd
the fertility (or test formation), vhereas, econordists
stress individual's maximization of utility (or satigfsoe
tion) through chaices between alternative poesibilities, tite
regmuree congtraint, 7Tlds has beon clearly indicated by
Duesonberry (1960)77 when he pald, *Economics is all about
hov people make choices, sociology is all sbout vhy they
do not have an:,' choice to nmake®,

Thug thile demographers and sociologlsts failed to
find o systensbie and logical theory of fertility, then
econori gbs found the £icld pe and entered into it, A4s
Leibengbein (4974)°2 puts 1t

To some of those who had been labourdng in the vine

yoaxxds of demography for decades, the efforts of

oconomlats in the gixties and seventies to develop

a theory of fertility mugt have appeared like the

invacion of a hoxde of primitives on a technologleally

# Duogenberry, Jaués, 1960, 'Couments On' an snalysis of
POMW ;Y Gw é Becl.er, in D (95w i u'n G Qo]

: “onference se::i.es‘ﬂ,
Princeton Utﬂ.vord.ty Press, P::I.nceton, N.Jd.t 233,

3 Icibengtein, I, 1974, *An Interpretation Of The Economic
Theory o:B l‘erbilityz Promi sing gghagr ﬁ%nd Alley,
KA %2 ,, 7 qtears LIRSS 9 s .
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advonced oommunity proclaiming loudly thelr intent
to reinvent the vheeol.

L. An Anal;y'bicalBase for the Study of

Hewo tho re:mntir theory of Leibenstein (both ferti-
1ity lovels and tvends) in determinfs the value of childrend
w1l be discussed.

Letbonatedn (1957)%2 formulates the view that with the
rise in income, the gpgiel ghatag of families wW@ll also mise
and this chenpge in socisl stabus will lead to a change in
tagtes for children as vell ag for those goods which coupeto
with ciildren. He paid, husband's pelgtive income is more
important than his getugl ipcomg in deterwining a couples
fertility. Given social gtetus, the goals of parents con-
cerning the tagtes for children, he sald, depends on the
changing socio-economic structure. The gosls he dietingui-
shes sreo!

i) The personal satisfaction or pleasure that
parents derive from watchdng the growth and
dovelopment of children or the Consumption
Utilitiea (Uc).

ii) The material gains that parents receive Irom
chlldren's help in the house, business and
farm or the production Utilities (Up).

i3i) The old ape security, including economic
suppoxt, physical care and psychological
peccuprity that parents recelved from their
children or Becuxity Utility (Us).

35 Leidbengtein, Harvey, 1957, op. cit.
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To meet up these goals, Leibenstein maintains the
view that, certain costs must be incurred by the parents.
These costs are of two types: (a) Economic costs and (b)
the opportunity costs. The former involves direct material
expenses on child bearing and educational costs (Cd); while
the later includes indirect expenses (Ci) which parents
incur in the form of sacrificing recreation, enjoyment,
freedom, travel, privacy and sleep. These can be represented

in the following diagram:

Figure: 3.2 A New Analytical Basge Representing
Changing Utility-Cost Relations

N
Cd,Ci
UTILITY
CR
COST
Uc

Us
Up

Y

INCOME
(Source: Leibenstein H. 1957, op.cit, p.162).
According to Leibenstein, there is no variation with

to
regardipersonal pleasure and satisfaction that the parents

of a modern society receive from their children in comparison
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to that of tho parents in traditional societies. Therefore,
he drawvg the conswmption utility curve (Uc) as a horizontal
gbralcht line. But, the other two aspects, such as, mate=
rial gains produced by children and the importance of chilw
dren as a source of security have been developed with the
grouth of mod?:mization,dost, according to Leibenstein will
increase with the increase of income. Because, cost has its
impact on tastes in determining the fertility behaviour of
parents. He naintazing that cogt which determines the tastes
and tagbtos vhich affects the social status is so important
thet it determines vhether a couple will desire nore children
in a citugtion when hig money income increase, least extra
chi ldren 1dll create a threat to maintain his status. Thus,
Ledbenstein ghowus that according to the assunption of the
theoxry sugtained fertility decline will gensyrally occur as

a result of development.

The anelysis of Leibengtein, discussed herec is inpor-
tant in the senpe that it provides an analytical base Zor
the gtudy of the economic value of children, by considexring
the principles of valuesg attached to child bearing, vhich
we outlined oarlieyx.
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3.5 IHcro=Lovel Framework of the
Yatue of Chdldnen

In the foregoling snalyses, we have geen how the doty~
graphorg, sécloddbgists and econonigti triod to Duirlld wy
their theoretical 'appmaches in detexmining the value &
children and how with the change of ecciaety from pre=
indngtyrlal to modern stage a sharp shift is made fron saclo-
tal sanctions (macro level) to individual decision making
(zicro level) relating to taste formulation. Though the
analysis 0f the earlier authors suffers from many shortlfalls,
Yet this provides a ground work for the later analysis.

In this section, an attempt 1s made to discuss the
ulcro=-cconomic theory of fertility. Herc both the problaus
and theoretical gpplicebility of this approach ill be ana=-
lysed and lmowledge of empiricael findings of this approach
(along with the conceptual tools developed by other approa-
ches) will be token as an analytical base for the present
ctudy, thich is fundsmentally an snthrepological in nature
and designed on the background of the cultural setting of a
rural cconony of Bangladesh.

The goals of micro~economic approach of fextility is
to cxplain the voariance in completed family size abt the
level of the i‘gdividual couples. In kicro-cconomic theory,
social and psychological dimengions are subsumed under sguch
concepbs as satlsfaction, utility, tastes and prefercnces.
Quality of children desixred and the psgychological cost of
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birth control are the intexrvening element of microw-economic
opproach, which cannct be ghown in sny demographic and
soclowcconomio model of fertility. Children, under wmicige
economic approacl:h, arc viewed as durdble goods and the
decisicn process relating to their production are found
be 1dentical like other consumption goods. As Basterlin
(10752 54)34 has put it:

The conventionsl theory of consumexr behaviour

vieus the individual as trying to maxlmise setig-

faction, glven a range of goods, their paices and

his owm Tastes and income. Ia the application of
the theory for fertility analysis, chlldren are

vieved as speclal Iind of goods, md fertility is

scen as a respoase to the consumexr's demand for

children relative to othex goods.

Iile Hicksian theory of consumer behaviour, the nicro-
cconotic approach of ferxrtility ottridbutes a similar meamure
of :.*a“aiona]it;y' to reproductive decigions. Here, the deci-
gion on the part of a couple to have ahsther child is deter=
mwincd on the baglis of the cogt of ralging the child against
the benofits of having the child.

———

54 Basberla.n, 1975, 'An Economic Frameworlk for Fertility
Analyeie', Studies in Famidy Phgnnine 6(3)1 54-63.
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Becler (1960)77 took the plomioming role in applylng
mdoro~ocononl. o theory of consumers behaviour to child beo=
rnrg. 8inco then, many other economists have attempted to
dévOJ.Op uore refined and sophlgticated versions of the nicro-
cconomic theory of Pertility (Basterlin 1969, 1975; Robinson
and HDoxrlacher 1971; Tabberash 1971; Bchultz, 1973, Leibenstein
1974, Nexlov, 1978)%, The common core of their discussions
ig to focus the individual and to stress motivation and choice
in olild bearing behaviour. Feucett (1976)77 ligbed mix
imporsent assumptions of micro-level frsmework, vhich arc as

follouss

35 Bﬁ%krer, Gzra;y B. (1960), *An Econom.c Analysis Of Portie
Y o 4 i L] A

u.reau Q

% ZEasgterlin, Richard E. 1969, "Towards a Socio-Bconomic
Theory of Fertilitys A Burvey of Reccnt Regearch on
Economic §&§t°§8 in Amemcan Fertility in Behman, B.J.

™ eus L 1] T L2 d A
%r’?ivercdty or M : Ann At '
Robinson, Warven C. and D.E. Horlascher 1971, op.cit; 1=30,

Tobbarah, R:.ad B. (1 7’1), 'Tows.rds a Theor of Denag:aphic
Developuent?, Ecopemic Develor =nd C ypal
15(2)s 257-2'}

Bchultz, T. Paul A Preliminayy SBurvey of Econoni
Snalyeld of Borel1{0y7) Tho Anprican Boonais Beviod: GH(2)s

71=73.
Loibensgtein, He 1974, oOp.cit. 457-479,
Terlov, Marc, 1974, Bpuschold & Econo::g: Tovard a Nev

Theory of Population Econowmic Growth?, 0
Eq)ithcod, Bonuomy, B22) Fawt B, sooocsord, R0
3¢ Taucett, James %, 1976, op.cit., pp.2M1=114,
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People act in anticipation of future rewards and
costgs

Childyen p::ovide important satisfactions in life
bt not i thoub costs ’

People differ with respect to type of satisfac~
tiong and costs that are impartant to them;

Thege differences are related to hoth internal
and pgychological factors and external social
ond economic factors, which alpo affect the
degirability snd availability of alternatives
to children;

The balance 0f sstisfactions snd costs are nade
by most people at some point in the life cycle,
though not necessarily for every Lirth;

These choices can be better underastood, if nol
fully predicted, though research that focuses
on the value an& cost of children.

I shall nou, turn to discuss the micro~cconomic theory
of fertility as developed by different oconomipts in diffcrent

tines.

3.5.1 Iificro=Econoiuic T™heories of Fertility -
Tho Housnhold Production liodel

I’B.cro-ecoz}omio approaches to fertility determination
ropresented by‘l"ﬁausehold Production Model' (altermatively
called 'Demand Theory?! or *Chicage School Approach') was
prinorily based on the maximization of utility function
subject to a budget congtraint. Thig denmand fyamewori: for
understanding individnal differences in fertility was con=
coptualized by Gray B. Becker (1960)38, implemented

38 Becker, Gray 8. (1960), op.cit.
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oopirically by Jacob Mincer (1963)”° and has of late leod
to a numbey of invegtigations of reproductive behaviour
in vartous societies (P, Paul Bchultz, 1974)%C,

f

Becker formlates the view that since children o
absorb a substantisl share of a couples avalleble time
and naxitet income, it is likely that market prices, laovel
of gpouses wage and non=human wealth exext substantizl
effocts on the number of children, parents want.

"Givon plausible assumption concerning the time
intengity of child rearing for wives and husbands and
alternative opportunities for the use of their tine, the
hougchold demand framevorik predicts that a relative inc=
reage in the value of the wdfe's time 1411 exert s more
nogative offect on demand for children. The effect of
non=human wealth is assumed to increase the demand for
chiildren, for it would conteln no offsetting price of
tinmo. These &l ffevential value of time (or education) and
physical wealth effects on cmnplajt_:_e_d fertility behaviour

R

% lHncer, Jacob 1963, "Market Frices Opportunity Cocts,
and Income Effects" in Carl Christ .ﬁl (ed). Meaw
surement in Econonicss Btudies in enatical Econo-
nics and Econometyrics in lMemoxy of Yehuda qumfeld%
Btandford, Calif: Btandford Univexrsity Press, pp.G2-32.

40 Buhwltz, Theodore W. (1974) "Ferbmty and Economic
va:uzes' in 7.V, Schulty (e&) ey :
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have been confirmed in most empirical studies that appro=-
priately exclude other endogenous variaobles in the preodic-
tion cquation' (2. Paul Bchultz, 1974)™1.

Inthismodelfaﬁlyisviewedaeaﬁmene;agedin
the production of basic items of consumption usually callod
"hougo-hold commodities"2, Families are assmed on the
averafe, to allocate resources avallsble to them in such a
vy as to maximise the satisfaction that they receive from
those resources. The theoretical representation of this
nodel in determining the value of children has been expreo-
scod in the analyses of Do I7ey 3 \hich demends apprecic-
tion. L

Under 'Household FProduction Model', families are su=-
pposed to naxinlige a life time utility function of the fom

Ua=aU (C8)

AR

u1 chzltz, Theodore W. (1974) 'Fertility and Econcmic
Values' in f.n.w. Bchultz ea) Ecopomice of the Pl
ot oud A / 1) H

42 Ag for example, the commodity "pood heelth” may requirc
as inputs doct:ms' services, dmgs, a nutritious diet, ’
and a pergons time,

43 De Tray, Dennls 1976, "Population Growth end Educa omsxl
Po]ic:.es - An Eeanomc Pergpective® in R.G. Ridker (ed
: ) olopment. Johns Hoplkins University
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here U represents piility and ¢ and 8 ars, rege
pectively, a measure of the gexviceg
Sxon (both monetaw and pgychic) and Mw
For the reason of simplicity, it is assumed that parente
vill make all fertility and consmption decisgion dwwi:y
a gingle period. Comnodities ¢ end B ave not avwi--
lable in the mm!;et, rather these are produced within the
hougehold, using the resources and technology at the houw-
scholdts disposal.

The introduction of fige in this model, as a produc-
tive rosource of the houschold, differcntiate it from the

other traditional theoxry of consumers behaviour.
: One of the mogt sophisticated and comprehensive
 oxtensions of this model is shown by Willis (1973)*% In
c1ds model 'child services' enters the utility function and
& the produotion rolationghip of child spervices is assuned
5 to be homogeneous of degree 1",

The overall dipcussion of the 'demand theory' can be

sured up as folloust

a) The demend theory, in its most general form, postu-

lotes that children are but one among mnany potential ave-

mecs through which couples can spend their weoalth,

Ly Hi.l]ia Rovext J, 19?3, "A New Approach to the Economic
i'hear;y of Fertilit
Econoy 81(2); 8 upplemen

45 That is an n percentage increase in all inputs will
result in n pexcentage increase in ocutput.

A ALIGET
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b) Tho main premice of the demand thoory of family size
ig that childyren la:m not ghowered on parents in sone une
controllod faghion, but are, rather, the out comes of
implicit or explicit decision making by parents.

¢)  The analytical frasmework of the theory is based on
the assumption that many of the factors that beaxr on pa=-
rontal declsions to purchase consumption itemg from the
narket place (food, consumer dursbles, and s0 on) should
aloo affeot the “purchase™ or production of children. Among
the nost important of these factors are the price that pa-
ronts have to pay 4n opder to raise a (another) child, and
the goount of resources that parents have at their digposal,
that 1s, ranﬁ.l;y_incom axd wealth.

a) If childven ave like other itens consumed by houscholds,
then, as the cogt of producing (i.o. parents time) cldldren
rige, holding family wealth and income congtant, the nuber
of children degivéd or produced by parents wlll decline.
Converscly, 1if the cost of children remain unchanged bub
fanily income riges, then parents will want to consume
(produce) more children as long as children ere normal goods
in the econom;'i.c senge of then. |

%u5.2 Dravbacks of Household Production Model
The demand theory of fertility based on the houschold
production model have been criticised on a number of fronts
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by economiste (Griliches 1974, Leibenstein 1974, Nerlove
4974)% nd nonboonomiste (Blake 1965, Namboodiri 1972,
Ryder 1973)" alike.

It is obeerved that the Deuand theory of fertility
contributed si.g?.ﬁ.cmtly to the explanation of household
Lortility behaviour without knowing explicitly why it is
that parents have children. The economist in thelr study
of fertility behaviour treated children exactly as housc=
hold comodity. This has led to a theoretical model with
fou unambiguious predictions. In their application of
hougehold production model, they are accuped of ignoring
exactly vhat it:hey are purporting to study. The family or
famlly formation.

One important wealmess of the theory is its negloct
of the 'supply side!. Thus, the Denand theory of fertility
cannot be treated as a complete theory., I{ has failed to
explain, on the one hend, the gituations where the demand
for children does not exist (for example, in extra-marital

86 G:m.l'l. 8&(5;1 Oomment A W

I.czlbenstein, H. 1974, Op.cit.: 4572-479 (June).
Horlove, larc. 1974, op.cit: 8 2008218,

47 Blake, Juditly 1965, "Denom phic Bc:.ence and the Redirec-
gia.on1%1Po at:n.on Policy ) & 3 X Ta:
:

Namboodixt , B‘.K 1972, "Some Observations on the Econo-
uic I‘ramework for Feytility Analysis",
26(2): 185-206 (July).

Rydor, N.B, 1973, "C t*, i
WB‘!(:‘!)??B G%Oglm%ﬁuch s DGecle
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anyl ogpecially in pre-marital fertility where the denamd
for children is nil); and on the other hand, important
mupply constraints, where a sibstantial portion of parents
can not atteln their desived number of children becausc of
biological factors.

Hiou the guegtion is can the econowic models of forw
t11ity help us to undergtand the determinantp of fextility
in developing countries end particularly in the rural areas
tvhere the bulk of people still live and where labour force
participation of women outalde home is restricted/limited,
and conseguently mothex's time camnot play a significant
factor in deberming fertility, T.W. Bcuultz (1974120)%,
noteg that

The household model as it now stands has not been

developed to treat the partioular classes of cipw

cunstances Ptha:b congbrain the household in these
counbriog. Thege are countries in which illiteracy
abounds, humsn time ig cheap and the income oppor—
tunities that women have outgide the home are nainly
not jobs in the labour market, Furthexmore, infaub
nortality ias high, life expectancy at bizrth is low,
defilitation during the adult years is substantial

Zor reasons of inadequate nutrition snd endemic diw-

scases, and the availsbility of modern contraceptive

58 Bchultz, T.We 1078, op.cit.: 322,
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tochniques, including information ebout them is, in geno=
ral, uvanting. These classes of circunstances are not ag
yot ot hone in the housshold model.

The most crucial defect of the theory is that it
carnot be mpplied in low~income countries, as G.W. dJones
(1977)% nae Hment‘ioned five reasons for it. Eirst, in iwe.
incone countries no opportunity cost is sacrificed by
voren in child cave ssclstence in the fage of kin ties oo
the exbtended nsbure of mubtuel family obligations. Bogond,
cccording to the demend theoxy of fortility 'nother's tine!
io o gigmiflcant factor affecting fertility. In some cule
tures (in Muslim countries) women are secluded in home,
worz outaide the home is not a yeazl optien for the great
anjority. Thus, 1f women do not wori for culbural reasons,
thon nothert's time cannot be a sigmificant factor affecting
fertility, Ijird, the theory fails to measure *household
utility maximization®, ir lov-dncome countries. Becausge,
the household gtructure of many under developed countries
axe bascd on "extended families of mutual obligationa®
(Calducll 176a)7°. Here, unlike the western societies
vhore kinship ties are abeent, individuals maxinise thelr
utility often at’ the expenge of other hougehold members,

485  Joneg, G.W. 1977, *Economic and Social Bupport for High
s‘om.i«.

44 ok ol b i o %9
aﬂa, pp-'

50 Caldwall, John O. 107Ga .Loua.rds a Restatenent of
Denogrephl.c Transition Theoxy:s An Investipation of
Condriions before and at the onset of Fertility Docline
Employing Mmarily Lfr.i.can m)aeriégflxcge% Data, Fonulge,
3. n- ) ) ‘ - - -

i:ya Concaptual Frmesmk" in L.T = .clza (ed).,
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Fourthi, ihore the demand theory of fertility considers
children's role ag "consumbers durgblesg®”, this has now
been outucightcd in peasant agriculture by their role ac
productive agent and as a source of security (Caldwell
197603 197603 Nag, 1975, T. Hall 1975)°". Eigth, in manv
developing countmies of the vworld, 'supply congbraint!
loons large. There is a section in every population vhowsw
‘natural fortility?> (Scc Henmy 1961)°> ig below their
desired fertility, perheps because of gberility or subfecuns
dity (such ag Tcbbo, low fertility belt of Central Africa);
they carnot produce the children they desire. The demand

theory of fortility carnot be applied to this subfecundity
MO o

51 Caldwell, John, C, 1976a Tbidi 321=366.
Calducll,. John G, 1976b 'The Economic Rationslity of
Bigh Fertilitys An Investigation Illustrated i
Ifigerlon Survey Data', Department of Demo?-aphy
Augtralier Nolional University, Conberra mlmeo).

52 The fertility of a population that m:kes no delibe-
rate otbtenpt to limit births.

Data on Hatural Fextility®,

52 Henry, Louis, 1961 !
Bamond ca Gtigily, (21 8101,
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3.6 lodcrn Anulyels of the Value of
Sniddren: Eogtorlin’s Fromevoxk

In Houschold production model, supply side was ignored.
Eagterlin (1075)°" integrates the supply slde of fextility
with the denand gide into the theory of fertility determing-
tion. Eagtorlin's interpretation of a poditive income ferti-
lity relation runs in two divection: (1) one is the purely
demand based on econouic theory of fertility and the other is
(2) potential oubpub fmction. According to hin,

a) Porerds 1ill demand more sarviving children (Cd),
if fextility repulations ave oosbless55; and

b) The nuber of surviving children /1.e. potential
output of children (Cn) 7 depends, if deliberate
fertility regulatiors aveddsent.

The zbove tuo separate interpretations Iof Bagtertain
are represcnbed in flgure 3. ﬁ.

In figure 3.7 the horizontal ads (X measures the number
of children and the vertical axis OY measures the goods
consuned by parants. Here tastes are represented by the
54 Eagbeylin, Richard A. 1975, "An Econouic Framework of

Pertility Analysis®, Studies in Family Plarming G(3)s

Ao

55 The cogb of fertility rogulations include both materxial
and P ic and the time and noney yequired to learn
zbout the uace of speclfic techniques.

5% Bee, for exanple Jones, G.W. 1277, Econowic & Soclal
Su.Bpor'cs for Iﬁ.gh Fertility: Concoptusl Franework in
L.T. Ruzika (edJ), The Economic and Soclal Support fox
High Fertilitys 7=47.
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indifference map (1 and 2) and prices and income are repre-
sented by the budget conmstraint (L M and Lqﬂﬁ). For the
moment, let us ignore the curve Levelled by Cn. Thus in a
Purely demand based fertility theory, the maximigation of
utility (or satisfaction) is shown by the point of tengency

of the indifference curve and the budget line.

T
L
L' Locus of Cd
-~
e
0 03 C‘,+ Cq 02 M I"I,F X

Number of children.

Figwe: 2.3 Jus oo tih samd! oo~

relationghip.

In this case, the point J!P' represents the maximisa-
tion of utility, where the number of children desired (or
demanded) by the household is C4- P, represents the higher
level of satigfaction, where more number of children (02)
are demanded and more goods (F,C,) consumed by the parents.
However, at any given time only one is applicable (either
IM or Lth)' The connecting line between P and P, repre-

sents the locusg of Cd i.e. the desired number of children.
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Thus, the above fignre shows the positive relation-
ship betuecn i:l:\oome and purchase of goods and also indicate
that muber of children varies directly with income.

The pre-nodorn conditions of fertility can also be
shown in an alternative way with the help of potential out. -
put function (Cn). This function shous hou the numbex of
seviving children aré increasing vith the parents increase
in inconme (or living conditions) and vice versa, uhen no
delibexratc sttcupts are made to eontrol fexrtility. It is
said that natural fertility will de zero below some mindmum
polnt of parents consumption snd with the increase in incone
and standard of living from low level, natural fertility will
increase progressively, but the increment will become gradn=-
ally less until a point is reached at vhich any change in
living condition (or level) left natural fertility unaffected.
This situation is shown by the curve Cn in figure 3.3 vhere
increase in incoue produced a posltive income fertility rela-
tionship by shiﬂ:ing the ded red (or equilibrium) nurber of
children from 05 to c4. After that, any increase in income
wlll not load to any increase in natural fextility.

The intewrprotation of this curve differs from the
earlier demand interpretation. In this case, the underlying
mechanisn involves such tlhings as the effects of nutrition
on reproductive capacity.
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Cn function actuslly shous the output intexpretation
of the pogitive income fexrtility relation. Here no taste
is shovm and ap such parents cannot produce the deslred
nurbey of children like the demand based economic thooxy
of fertility vhere the naximm satigfaction point ig zepre-
sented by the polnt of tengency of budget constraint and
indl f£ference curve. In thig case, smince desires exceed
potential output, parents would, hovevexr have as wmany
childxen as possible, the amount given by the interaction
of the rclevont budget congtraint with the ¢n function.
The Cn function could, however lie to the right of the Gd
locus for sone couples, especially if health conditioms
or social cugtouns were more favourable to high natural fer-
tility., In such cases, the demand interpretation would de
the appropriate one, mince houssholds will be unuilling to
produce uore children.

Eagtorlin's model is useful for understanding the
conceptual interpretation in the sense that the framevork
developed by Easterlin carn be applied successfully in any
anglysls of fertility levels and trends. But, his model
is not gppliccble in different cultures, over time, and
betueen difforent couples. In his analysis, Easterlin con-
glders the cogt of “average"™ couples, “averagme supply cuxwe
of children", "average® indifference curves and the "average"
budget congtraint to represent the society as a vhole. But
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this is not acceptable in many ways. Because, vhen the
"average™ couplc is in an excess demand situation, soue
propoxrtion of couples may etill face an excess supply ard
vice versa. Ibroover, Eagterlin falls to give a clenr idee
cbout those persons those natural fexrtility is below the
dogived level and of thoge whose potential supply of chiidye:n:
exceeds thair denand given the budget consbraint they face.

Houever, tith regard to the universal applicsbility of
the model, Eagterlin (1969: 151)°7 noted that his theoretical
framework is equally aspplicable to both developed and less
developed cowrtricg, but that there are several conditions
vhich muet necessnrily be incorporated if the theory is to
apply strictly to less developed countries. These include
infant mortality, children's contribution to household income,
and childven's pupport to parents vhen they are old".

——

57 Eagteriin, Richard A. 1962, "Tovwards a Socio-~Economic
Theoxy of Pextility: A Burvey of Recent Research on
Eoonom.c Boctors in Amam.can Ferbility" in 8.J. Behman
et, al. ( g Fertility and Fami anrding: A b
Yioi, Iﬁ-chlgan: Jniversg Ty ol IX 'nn et"—"o




Dhaka University Institutional Repository

: 104

3.7 Inter-Rela

rebor!

In recent years, a large number of authors are found
dealing with the value of children and their approach is
primariiy soclo=pegychological in nature. In 1972, Schults.
for the firet tine pointed out that the researchers on the
value of civildren vere ignoring the non=naterial veiue (suc’
as affection, respect, pride, pleasure etc.) of children
fron their discusmion. Thig ultimately led to the growth
of pocio=pgychological approach of fertility.

The rpocio=peychological approach slueays euphasizes
the needs of individuals that are fulfilled by having chil-
dren. This apnroach is based on motivations and comprises
uore or less all other approaches that axe related with the
value of childmon study. As Foffmen and Hoffman (1973144)70
pointed out: "Socio=Pgychological approach results from a
seaxrch for =z theoretical scheme, capsble of incorporating
nany values that children provide in various cultures".

Like Hoffnon snd Hoffman, Berelson (1973)°%, Fawcett(1976)%0,

58 Hoifmen, loig, W. and IM.L. Hoffman, 1973 op.cit: &4.

59 Berelcon, Bexmard (1973) "The Value of Children: A
Taxonomicol Egsay®, in the Populstion Counclil Anmnal
Report 1972, FPopulation Council, Hew York: 17-27.

60 TFaucett, Jmues T. (1976), *The Value and Cost of the
Firet Child', paper presented at the Conference on the
Firgt Child, California, 23=26 liarch, 1976.
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~
and Arnold gt gl (1975)%7 are the proponents of this appro-
ach. The pilot study on the value of children in Asia and
the United Btatos involving six countries (Japan, Korea,
Taivan, Piillipines, Theiland and the United Btates (Hawaili))
carried out under the auspices of the Eagt=Wegt population
Ingtitute in Hawnil was the glaring example, vhere the value
of children was assessed undexr socio=pgychological appxoach.
According to Faucett (1976:9), "The Socio=-psgychological
approach is the broadest of the four gpproaches discussed
here, gince it attempts to incorporate all dimensions of the
value and cost of children that are relevant to child becyring
decledlong®.

Though the limitation of this approach is primarily
nethodological, yet socio=ngychologlical approech is Jjustie
fied on the ground that (a) it incorporates non-material va-
lue of children; and (b) provides a long liat of "value
schene” (or notivations) for future analytical &iscussion
on the veluc of c¢iilldren applicsble in gll different culture.

61 Arnold, Fred ﬁ%& (1975), The Volue of Children: A
Cross Nations , Vol.I, Introduction and Compara-
tive Anolyeis, Bagt-West Population Institute, Honolulu.
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%¢7.1 Thoorctlcal Rationale and Other Perg—
pectivep under Boclo=Pgychological Approach

Theorctical' rationale for the socio-psychological
approach has boon provided by Hoffman snd Hoffman (1973)52»
whereas other acn'éalral perspectives of this approach are
ghown by Faucott (1976)65, Bexrelscn (1973)64 and Arnold
gt al (1975)%9. Dor the convenience of future analysis,

a Iew.ligt of value schemes are presented below that are
designed foxr al.l'!.l culture' by the above authors.

3.7.1.1 Hoifnan cnd Hoffman (1973)

1.
2

3.

4,
5.
©.
7.
8.
9.

Adult gtatus and soclal identity.
Expangmion of self, tlie to a large entity,
"imqtrtality" .

uori:ga.nty: veligion: altruismi good of the

group: norms regarding sexuality, impulsive=
nosss vixtue.

Prinaxy proup ties, affiliabion.
Stiuﬁlation, noveltry, fun.
Crecativity, accomplishment, coupetence.
Pouer, infiuence, and affection.
Bocial compaxrison, competition,
Leonomic Utility.

62 Hoffman L.W. and IM.L. Hoffmen, 1973, 9p.cit.
63 Faucett, James T. 1976, gp.glt.

64 Berelson, Bernard, 1973 Ibid: 17-27.

65 Arnold, Fred et al, 1975, Ibids 8.
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3¢7.%1.2 Berclson (1073)

1. Biological: "The innate femaleness in a girl direc=-
ting hor development touards metherhood", wanting children as
"the essence of her self-mealization®, indicating normality.

2. Cultural:t The effect of cultursl end social guldes
to child beoaring; the desire foxr children is culturally san=-
ctioned and ingtitutionally supported. It ig the natural
thing to do; it is a social expectation.

- 5. Dolitical: Reproduction for purposes of higher
authority of g larger community than the family.

4, Economic:t Children ag an econonic resource; they
have maternal utility emong rural poor, they provide labour
in fields, hunting, help in the house and care of youngerxr
children, the doury and bride wealth for parents and support
them in latter life. In other social setting children compete
wdth other "congumor goods" and services: the opportunity cost
(especially with respect to human time) of having children is
vexry high.

5. Fomilials Children demired for the extension of
fanily nane, propritation of anacestors and for religious
functions, for malatalning or lmproving marriage, to hold
hugband or occupy ife, to repalr or rejuvenate marriage,
for famlly happiness, for security, confort and assurance
in fomily life.



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

108

6. ZXPersonal: ;

a) Child besxring gives parents personal pouer,
' |
lves f£ather poucr over mother, or mothex power over

father, or parents power or influence over in=laus.

b) Beconing a parent demonstrates competance of
an esgontial Iman roles; “men and women who are c¢lossd
off from othar denongtrations of competence through lack
of talent or educctional opportumities or sociel status
gt111 have e centrsl one". For males parenthoods shous
virility, potency, Machismo for feuales, it demonstrates
fecundity.

¢) Personal status in the eyes of the community is
gained by cilld Dearing especlally vhere status and pres-
tige is tied more to famlly than to individual.

3.7.1.3 Arnold gt a1 (1975)

Arnold gt. gl. treated the value of children dimen=-
slons as inboryeming between bacikground (socio=~economie) and
sltuational factors on the one hand and fertility behaviour
on the other, as well as intervening between pgychological
and social orientation (individual modermity) and fertility
behsviour. Tlﬁs aocheme implied, although never specifically
gbated, that fadly slze norms become family size values
vhich are intermelized by individuals, and that fertility

bocones 2lnost entirely a matter for indlvidusl decigions.
The analysis of Arnold gt.gl 1s shown below in figure 3.4.
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Figure 3.4

Conceptual Model for the Value of Children Study
(from Arnold et al Vol.I, The Value of Chil-
dren: A Cross-National Btudy, 1975:8).

—
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Urban experience
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FERTILITY
AND
FAMILY PLANNING
Birth Control
Knowledge
Attitude
Use
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3.7.4 .ll- Fa‘]cett (1976)

2

Se

4.

De

1.

Enotional Benefits: Happiness, love, companicnshiy,
fun; also viewed in roverse as yelief fion gtyaln
and aveidence of boredom or ldneliness.

Economic Benefits and Becurity: Benefits from
childyron's help in the houss, business or farm,
fron care of siblings, and from sharing of inecome;
0ld age securlty for parents, including economic
suppoxt, phygical care, and paychological socurity.

Self=Enrichment and Developmuent: Learning fron
the experience of child bearing; becoming more
regpongible and mature; incentive and poals in
life; bedng vieved as an adilt, a grown women Or
nans self fulfilment; feeling of competence as a
poxrent; belng noeded and useful.

Identification 1dth Children: Fleasure fyom wat=
ching growvth and development of children; pxlide in
children's acconplishments; reflection of self in
ciildren.

Porly Cohegivencss and Continuity: Children as
& bond botween husband and wife; fulfilment of
nareigge; completeness of family life; comtinuity
of family name and traditions; producing helrs;
having futurce grsnd children.
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td, a

1. Enotional Cogtss General emotional strain; concorm
shout discipline and moral behaviour of children;
vorny over health; noise and disorder in houschoid;
children as nulsance.

2. Econonic Gostst Expenses of child bearing; &lncas
t:l.onal cogts.

3. Restrictions or Oppoxrtunity Costst Lack of flexd.:
bidity end freedom; restrictions on soclal lifs,
rocreation, travel; lack of privacy, restriction:
on carcor oxr occupational mobility; no time for
personal needs and desires.

4, Phyel.cal Demandst Extra housework, caring for
children; loss of sleep; general weariness.

5. Porlly Costs:t Less time wdith spouse; &isagree=-
nents over rearing of children; loss of spouse's
affection.

Lapre Foplly Yoduos

1. Bibling Relationships: Desire for anothexr child
to provide companionship for existing children;
cnriching the lives of children; avoiding an only
child.

2. Box Preferences BSpecific desires for a son or
daughtor; desire for a cextein combination of
pezes among children.

3. Child Burvivals Concern that existing children -
nay dic; need for more children to have enough
murvive to adulthood.
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Prmt Y- 1

1. laternal Health: Concexn that too many pregnancies,
o pregnancy vhen the mother is beyond a cexrtain
age, 1o bad for the mothexr's health.

2. Bocletal Coots: Concern sbout overpopulation,
belief that another child would be a burden Lo
society.

In the foropoing analysis, we have discussed, in de=-
teil, dlffcrent theoarctical approaches concerming the value
of children studies. The merits and loppholess and the
concoptual cchemes of these approaches in the context of
their gpplicchility in daifferent cultural reglons are also
analyscd. The analysis reveals that the demand theory of
fertility ie primerily based undey the socio-economic frame=
work of the wvestern society and found coupletely inspplicable
in lov income countries. Though Eagtexrlin's theory is formu-
lated under a broad framevork to cover the diverse elements
impinming on ferbi;l.it"y, but the theory loses ite specificity.
Sevoral conditions must necessaxily be incorporated if the
theary io to spply strictly to less developed countries. As
fertility vories from one soclety to another among different
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groups oy individuals within the some society, therefore,
onc particular fertility theory is not likely to hold good.
In ordexr to understand the varient nature of fertility in
diffcrant developing societies or class of people, separab:
fortility theories for each community should be desipned t=
congidering particularly their culture, social end familyr
setting in mind.

The varient nature of fertility is easily noticed vhen
ve find son proference is the common motive affecting fexti~
14ty in Korca, Tedwan ond among the Ibos of Nigeria and in
Hindu societics 0f India (Aline Wong 1976; Arnold gt 35l,1975;
Okore 1977)%, but not in Thailand and Indonesia; epending
on uncles or nophewesg an obligation in Yoruba Bociety in
Nigorio cresting a clmilar satisfaction as spending on wivos
or children (Caldvell 1976a, 19760)%7, but not in India end
66 VWonp A.K. "Iho Value of Children and the Houschold Economy

in an Urbon Bettingt A Review of Current VOC Btudies in
Eboloy Bupnoree for Hch Sertiiity edited by Lob. Rasdeka.

Departnent of Denography Australien National University,
Camborra 1977.

Arnold, Fred gt al, 1975, op.cit.

Olzore, A.O. 1977, "The Value of Children among Ibo Housew
holds in ligerias A Btudy of Arochuind Divigion and Urban
Umahia into Imo State™. 1977, Unpublished Fh.D. Thesis,
Aupgtralien National University, Canberra.

67 Calducll, John C. 1976a op.cit: %21=366.
Caldvell, John C. 1976b, op.cit.
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Banpladesh; restriction of female lsbouyr force participa=
tion in Muslinm countries, but not in the west; determinoe
tion of fonmale status and securlty only through production
of song in mogt of the low income countrics of South-Bast
Agia, but not in the strctotype socleties of the West;
decire foxr lorpe farilies among Catholics in the Philliprnc:
end Buddict in Thailend, but not in comtraceptive using
societies. Thus, soclo=economic and cultural getting grea=-
tly influonce in dotormining the fexrtility pattern and mobtie
vation for children.

Our social setting is not fully modermized. Hore nodore
mization process is going on very slowly. Thus, the concop=
tuzl arclys.c of the gbove fortility theories are not strictly
applicable in our casec. The analytical tools of the shove
frepouords vill just scrve as gulde in formulating our owm
data to our oum culture.

In the following chepters, we will ghow how the con=
ceptual tools outlined in this chapter are reflected by our
empirical dabe, collected from a yural commnity in
Bansladem.l
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3.3 A Rgvieu of Current Btudies
on Value of Childven

During tho last ten years, we have vitnesmped a con-
aldercble nuriber of gtudies on the value of children. All
theso studles are found related with the basic determinants
of fertility bchaviowr, and these ave usually shovn by fo=-
cuscing the inter relationsghip between the two sets of
varisbles = one ig Ysocioweconomic'! in nature and the other
one is 'demographic! in character. lost of these studles,
hovever, ore conducted in the vest, and one general conclu=
gion f{rom these cbudies appeor to be that the soclo=-economic
benefits vhich parenis derive from having many childwen are
the najor dotoruinants of high fertility.

Ono can agreo with the position that individual couples
in many low doveloped countrieg see the added economic value
of additionnl children as greater thaen the added cogt of
having then, but again, one cannot agree that their evalua-
tion is neccescaxrily correct. Becanse, most of the studles
on the veluc of chlldren are found conventional in the sense
that the bagic assumption and conclugion of these studies
are uniform. Iilogt of the contemporary studies on the value
of children are based on the assumption that couples mske
cogt~bonefits calculations in making child bearing decision
and they drav almost the some conclusion that children enters
into productive activities at a relatively early age; has
a low lovel of consumption; the parental share of children's

aming ig very high and the discount rate ig lov.
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Onc nay not dlsagree vith the ~ssumption or the con=
clugion draim by the contemporary writers on the value of
childron. Bocause, though the same theme of the value of
children are outlined long before in pre-industrial days
by Flato, E:xodus, Mandeville, Adam Bulth and others, yet
the implications of the spproach 0f the modern writers on
the value of children are gquite different. But, what is
nost hearteming to note that though the value and cost of
¢hildren differ greastly from Western social stereotype to
less developed countyios situation, yet major research pro-
Ject on the value and cost of children in less developed
countries are analyeed on westerm style, depending on the
theorctical frumevork made in the wegt. The conteumporaxy
regearchors of low developed countries are found to follow
the ncthod of data collection and mimic the choice of vari-
ables of thoe wostern scholarg. The nature of such conben-
porary rcocarchoers are vell reflected in the writings of
Suchart gt gl €1976)C as roliowuss

Thego researchexrs peem guite gatisfied wvith their

intcllectuanl dependence and the piecos of work they

do, thinking that they understend something and do
sonething useful. All these happenings are unders-
tandcoble ag wogt 0of the researchers axe trained in the

68 Buchart, P. and Frederick A. D? 1076, "Cogt and Value
of Children in Rural Thadland™ in L.T. Ruzica (ed). The
Economlic and S8ocial Bupports for ligh Fertility. Austra-
Yian National Univeraity, Canberra, 1977.
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et yogt ond consequently they end up doing rosearch
for the entertalmment of the Westoernm Bcholars,
contributing hardly anything useful to their own
socleties ar to a true understanding of the pheno—
ncna. In order to comprehend the complex relation=
dhips betuween societal values and fortility change,
the rosecrcher must particularly asttune himself to
tho difforing and unique agpects of the social and
cconoftic enviromment of each society. His research

vill only be g;eml if he makes a Juiticious choice

of the repearch methods that are suitable within the

social and economic context of the local people.

Mhip ugy well necessitate innovative methods or an

caoption of eld nethods to achieve meaningful re-

sulta.

Hovever, this sechion intends to review some of the
najor contemporary empirical findings that the value of
childron approach has yilelded. The discussion will cover
only those studies vhich ere conducted very recently in
less doveloped countries of the Bouth ond South Asia. and
Africa, ond oxcludes all wvolue of children studies which
ere cormleted in the wvest. Because, my purpose is to
investigate the fertility behaviour of parents in low de=
veloped countries of the world and particularly in the rural
econorly of Bangladesgh. In the review work, I ghall look
into the maJor cmpixdcal findings and dravbacks of the
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contomporary value of children studies in the context of
their nethodology and txy to show the major gaps still
rouain ond then oxplore the need of my study in the pre-
gent ctate of Imouledge about human fortility, within a
totol scmie‘i:ai context.

The sbudies on value of children, in recent yeoars,
can be divided broadly under two groupst One type of study
is conducted under the framcuork of Yeconomic theoxry of
fortility'. This theory has been introduced by Becker (1960)
and populcrly known as Becker's model of ‘micro-economic
theory of consumers behaviour'! znd latexr on developed and
refined by a growp of wwitcrs like Easterlin (1969)2,
Schultz (1975)7°, Ben-Porath (1974)77, Fexlov (1974)72,
Leibenstain ('19';'4)"75 and others. The other group of shbudies
on value of children were mostly KAP (Enouledge, Attitude
and Pactrice of Fomily Plamning) in nature., The economic
interpretation of fertility behaviour have enjoyed a good
deal of popularity over the past 15 years. It seeks to

69 Eagiorlin, Richard A. 1969, op.cit.

70 Schultz 2, Paul, 1973, op.cit.

71 Boen~lorath Y. 1974, "Hotes on the Ificro-Economics of
Portility', Interational Bocial Bcience Journal 26(2)

72 INexiov, llarc 1974, op.cit. 8 200-218.

73 Icidbcnstain, Howvey, 1974, 'An Interprestion of Economic

Thoory 0f Pertilitys Promising Path or Blind Alley,
Joumnl of B A e, 12(2), pp.457=-479.
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explaln the inter-relationship between various socio-
econoic and demographic characteristics of individuals

(or houscholds) on the one hand and fertility measures

on the other. The econoulc theoxry of fertility was de=
veloped in tho United Btates ond its empiyical varifica=
tion hags oo £ar been largely limited to this country. SBonme
uegborn Sociologisto (Blake 1968, Freedman 1963)7" have
already gqucstioned the applicebility of micro-economic
theory to fexrtility declsions. Its spplicability to de-
veloping socleties has remain largely untested. The conven-
tional EKAP ctudies, houever, are nostly conducted in conne-
ction 1ith fanily planning programes. The majority of the
faily plsoning research between 1946 to 1972 have been EKAP
gtudics, vhore the mogt common indepeondent varisbles were
norns values and belief gystems regarding family size and
birth control. (Rosario 1973)72.

74 Blake J. 1968, 'Are Babis Consumer Durable', A Critique
of the Economic Theory of Reproductive Motivation',
Population Studies, 22(1): 525,

Frecodnan, B. 1963, "The Relation of Economic Status to
Fextility" Anmerican Econoumic Review, 53(3), 1968,
D« F4=l6,

7?5 Ropario, F.Z. 1973, "A Researcher's Guide to Soclal~-
Poychological Communication Varisbles in Familir Plaw
gnnigouseerch”, Eagt-Wegt Communication Institute,

0ono .
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Uptil nou, two major 'cross cultural. studies® of fer=
tility behaviour were conducted in Agla. These tuo studies
wvere carried out from Socio=Psychologlical Perspective. One
is the 'ECAFE gtudy on Husband-Wife Commnlcation' and the
othor one igp the 'Pilot Btudy on the Value of Children in
Asia ond the United States (Hauaii)'. The first one was
held in 1971 comprising four countries of Agia viz., Iran,
India, Prlllipines and Singapore (ESCAP 1975) and it attem-
pted to ovalunate the attitude of couples touvards large and
stall family size. The second one was held in 1974 under
the auspices of the Eagt-West population Ingtitute in Hawald,
compriging mix countries viz. Japan, Korea, Talwan,
Prillipines, Thailand end the United States (Hawall) (Faucett
gt gl 1974)7°, This study has showvn that how children ful-
£il nony nocds and also create nmany A fficulties in the lives
of parants.

Although gystematic research on the value and cost of
children 18 a recent development, the quantity of resecarch
is not impressive, particularly in the household context of
the developing countries of the world. Apart from the two
oxosg national studies, only few individual country studies
wvere held on the value of children, for example, the Hong Kong

76 Poucett, J.T. dg&.:%. 1934, 'The Value of Children in Asia
and the Unite ates: Comparative Perspectives', Papexrs
of tho Eagt-Wegt Population Insgtitute, No.32, Honolulu.
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Fanily Idfe Survey of 1972 (Choi and Chan 1973; Chung and
Wong 1976)77 and some Tecent studies in Taiwen (Mueller
1992; T 1974)79, In other parts of the devoloping vorld,
increcaging interest in research on value of children is
also exposcd by some proposed gtudies, in Bolivia (Cismeros
1975)79 Turioy (Kagiteibast, 1975)80 and Chile (Turner
1974384,

In Indonesia, two more gtudies are found on the value
0f chilaron. One is by T. Bull (1975, 1977)°° and the other

77 Choi C.Y¥. and K.C. Chen 1973, "The Impact of Industriali~
zation on Fortility in Hong fiong: A Demographic, Social &
Economic Analysis®, Bocial Rese Ceutre, Chinese Uni-
veraity of Hong Yong, Hong Rong (mimeo).

Chwng, B.J. and A.K. Wong 1976, "Contemporary Chinese

Woaen and the Industrial Bociety in Hong Fong: Changing
Rolos and Fomily Values, nonograph (under preparation).

78 Iiuellor, E. 1972, "Economic Motives for Family Idmita-
tion, A Si: conducted in Taiwan", Population Studisca,
26(%)1
Yang, Iﬁze-ﬁhu 1974 "Paivan Repubhc of Cﬂ:ina' in
Daw.d II _ 13?11& Lee, 'B..J.A(edé) Boci 4 Peveholosico]

70 QGigpcrog, A.d, 197501£mposed survey on "Values & Social
Factorg rclated to Jdren snd their meoning in Bolivian
Perdly™, Contro de Invesbi]gimones sociales, Acadeumia
Haca.omi de Cioncias de Bolivis.

80 Kogitcibasi, C. 1975, The Turkish Naotional VOC Burvey
cogu?ged ot tho ogazici Univewsity, Istanbul, Fleld-
w0 oC

81 Tumer, Jean 1974, "Economio Context & the meaning of
Children vo Parents in Chile®, paper presenmted at Second
mtcrnational Confercnce of the Agpocigtion for Cross
c(}:_g. Paychology, Kngoton, Ontario, August, 1974

e hule e ) N

82 Mull, P.0. 1975, op.cit.

Hull, B.H. 1977,'The Influence of Soclial Class on the m‘ew
& Effoctive Demand for Chdldren in a Javanese Villape! in
Economie and Bocial Bﬁpgorb for High Fextility, edited by
L.T. Ruzicks 1977. A Canberra.
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one ip by Hag, vhite and poet (1978)%3,

Hull colleoted his data from a village in Indonesia
(Moguvoharjo in Java) and using his data, he shoued the
economic ubility of children in that village. His most
important £indings are as follous:

1) Children of lower and middle income houscholds
in the village are found engaged in productive activities.
While the children of the richest houscholds in the village
are found to seldom participate in productive activities.

fhore are at least four reasons vhy the children of
the rich do not wark on a reguler basis. ZFipgk, they are
nore lilcly st any sge to be in school and this inhibits
their bility Yo participate in jobs. Egcong, their perents
ere umally government officlals and there are few oppor=
tunitics associcted with these jobs vhich child could par—
tlcipatc and help its parents. ZThind, even if there are
gone pocondary Jjobs avallsble, the rich parents are likely
to digtribute them to non-family members in order to geain
the leverage attendent on the practice of patronsge,
Fingldy, it is often a threat to pelf yegpect of a xmich
nan to have his vife and children working.

2) Rich childven are too expensive. Heavy expenditures
are urally incurred for their education, food, elaborate
clothing and obther consumption demands. Foor children are
gble to vwox: enough hours and they make sufficient returne

83 Nag, thite and Poet 1978, op.cit.



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

123

to cover this expenses after age 14 or so.

3) Vhen cidldren marry, set up their ovm famllies
ond nove aury, thelir parents unlikely to regularly ro-
ceive any gignificant smount of material help unless he
is incopecitatod.

4) @Gxls of less than 12 are found to have the
prinsry rospongmibility for cooking, and boys fectch watex
ond gathior fuel and fodder, and when they reach adolescence
take thoir fathers® places in the village might watch.

5) All children aged 10=10, regardless of participa=
tion in the various activities, an overage of over one hour
per dzy as gpent by hoys, ond three hours a day by glrls
on the pewforuance of various houschold scrvices.

G) The poor have lower fertility and more of their
children dic in infancy than is the case of the rich.

He concludes by saying that, how can fertility be
expected Yo fall, if there avre no sigrificent changes in
socizl ctructure. A wide range of change in social and
econonic gtzuctuvrc in Java is required dbefore any meanming=
ful reductlion in fextility can be obtained.

Iu1l confused Mimgelf in digtingul shing the term
"Work' and 'Loisure?. For exsmple, in his view a boy
playing uvith a young child or flying a kite vhile working
buffolos graze moy not dbe treasted as participating in
gainful vori:z. This may not be an acceptsble proposition.
In a recent uorkshop orgmnized by Agricultural Development
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Council, held in Bingapore, it was proposed that "work

is vhat 7ou prefer some ane else to do, vhile lelgure
activity is vhat you prefer to do yourself, even another
is widling to take your place"™. But Hull interpreted the
concept uox: as "What 1s not enjoyable™. This has ulti=-
mately led hin to support that parents of rich children

ayxe found Yo secldom vork in production. If he could intepre
pret the concept meaningfully then he would £ind a lorge
nurber of children of yrich parents vwere regularly parti-
cipating in production vork.

The suthor in his study pointed out that 'rich chile
dren ore too expensgive®. Now if the cost of raising chile-
dren in rich fomilies are hipgher, then uhy do wealthier
couplos tond to have more children? IlMoreover, vhat is the
reaction of g poor lundless or a marginal farmex to high
fertility? Theoe aspects are not showm in hia study.

Apzin, Tiullts agsertion that parent's are loging
control of their children's labour is not correct. Because,
his data do nol provide any clue to the above contention.

Iouevey, the major shortcoming of his study 1s that,
1ikec othors, ho fails to measuxre the net economic value
of children. e rather arrued that if children &id not
congbitubec a nct nmetexrial advantage st any point in time,
then it vac not coxrrect to say that they were an economic
licbility in the long run. Because, Children provide

various non=noterial sexvices to theiy parents.
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The study of Nag, White and Peet (1978)%% is congi-
dored to be more refined, well planned, intensive and
thought provoking than the other studies conducted on the
sibject.

Anthropological field investipgations were conductad
by then in the two communities of Agia. White did the
field investigation in the Javanese village from Maxch 4977
t0 Docomber 1973 and Peet worked in the NHepalese village
from Jduly 1972 to Decembexr 1973. In Java, a houschold surw
voy was conducted in 478 houscholds covering a total popu~
lation of 2,197 porsons. Out of these, only 20 (twenty)
houscholds were taken as sample sige for intensive study of
vork-input data. In Nepal, a household gurvey was conducted
covering 674 hougeholds and 3,232 persons. Out of these 45
to 50 Thamd houscholds were taken as sample gize for inten=
pve gbudy of work-input data. Observation was the techni=
que nostly employed in collecting the data, although it was
mpplemontéd at times by interviews.

The inl.gnportant findings of the authors are noted delous

1) Children of both villages spend an increasing
apount of time in work activities as they grow older. Javanese
boys and girls of 15=1C years spend as uuch as 7.9 and 10.2
hours per day respectively in all work asctivities, uhile the

84 Nag Moni ot gl, 1978, op.cit.
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corresponding figures for the Nepalcse village are 9.5
ad 1.3 hours. 4 sharp increase of input in all worte
occurs at age 12«44 anong Javanese glrls, 15+19 among
Javanose boys. Tho lover average input by Javanese boyo
0f 9=11 than by thoee of 6=3 can be explained by the Lok
that the former attend school more.

2) In both villages, the average input of glrls
12~¥F yoears 0ld in all work is alnost the =ame as that
of males 15 years and gbove; the average input of 1519
years 0ld glrls exceeds that of wmales 15 years and ovor.
In diroctly productive work, the overage wort imputs ol
children of all age=gex groups are lower than those of
unades 19 years and over.

3) Both Javanese and Nepalese girls do more yoxk:
than boys in almost all sge groups. The higher averape
input by girls is due mainly to their relatively hicher
contribution to hougsehold maintenance work. The dffoe=
rence regarding directly productive worke is not so maxked,
ezcept in the case of 9~11 and 12~14 years old boys and
girle of the Javanese village. The girls of these ape
groups paxticipate in a major way of handlerafts, trade
ant. wage labour, vhereas the boys of the corresponding
age=roups partlelpate in a major way only in animal care.

4) Children in mall families do less work than
those in large families. As such, childron in large
familios are more productive than those in small families.
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5) Housgeholds wdth greater total work imput of
children are economically more successful, Households
with greater access to land for weterice cultivation nay
have preater total work input of children.

G) In contrast to the generally accepted view thed
rursl uncuployuent and underenployment are wldespread in
dengely populabted Java, it is sodd that there are a large
number of occupations (mosgt of them with lower econoaic
roltiuxn than rice culbivation) to uwhlch access is virtually
unlinlted.

The adult nan (15 years or older) in Javenese hougew
holds spend on the average almost eight hours daily, and
adult wonen almogt six hours daily, in directly productive
tork. Wen child care, £0od preparation and various other
necesasary tasks of household mointenance are included,
average input of all woxk rise to 8.7 hours per dgy for
nen and 11.1 hours per day for women.

7) Flderly parents depend largely on their offspring
for care aml sustenance., Dependence on son is auch moxre
comon than dependence on daughtersgs .

Yrom the wbove findings, the authors conclude that
"oven in peagant villsges of high population density,
;?Homver:?n the Javanese Vi the parents are almost

Equall.y dependent on sons and daughters in their old

ape. This is due to gomevhat flsxible pattern of maxri-
tal rexidence in Jave.
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houspcholde with a2 relatively lazge number of cldldren
appoay to ensure themselves a lengthy period of ceonomic
Jauccenss? durlng the latter phase of their developuent.
The duration of this period depends both on the parents
abd ity to produce children who survive and on their ali~
ity to rotsin control of their children's laboux by posls
poring their digpersal from the householdd at the current
rate of reproduction and under present circunstances, chile
dren probably have net posgitive economic value to their
parents in these villages, aslde from the old age sccourity
they provide them".

The conclusion of Nag, White and Peet, however, is
no% without limitations. They conzidered a gociety sherc
sociomeconomic stabus of mer and women are equal. But in
aoeiotics vhere mele childron are preferred fox S0CLO-
econouiic reasons and female children oxe considered os
burden to their parents, as in the case of Bangladegh, India
and Pddistan, the gxante probability of incurring losscs
rather than goins fron a fenale ¢hild musgt be guite high.
herefore, the pogitive value of children as observed in
a Javenese and Nepalese villages ungy not be replicabted in
anothor socielty where female participation in direct income

generating actlvities 1g negligible 86

86 In Javanege and Nepalese villagee adult women (15 yoars
and abovege end 6,;-'78‘” 0f theiy time in productive
activities. }() 5&, 1978). The corre nd:!.ng £ poxre
i’or a m:c?l comum in Bangladegh is egtinated to be

Moad Cain 1977).
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Bag gt.al. found that children in lavgo familics are
nore productive than those 1n small families. But this
does not mean that they are more actlve. In large familicw,
older oibMngs are found working hard to mind the youngex
ones and in some cases they relieve their parents to paxts.~
cipate nore in directly productive and other houschold tawi: s
hy toldng care of young children, thich is not pogsible in
2 gnall family, vhore children will tend to tie their nother
to Comecgbic cliores. Thus, large fanilies are more productive,
because they are large. How far the house work caused by
children and the house viorx performed Ly children bLalance
ac difforent ages and parities needs to be clearly discn-
tangled while examining the net productivity of a houschold
by forily size. Ilbreover, most of the large families are
Lound rich and this may give theu more opportunitiecs to un=
dertale prodactive activities and noy explain their Ligher
lbour input. One should, therefore, control for variution
in occesa $0 resources while exsmining Yhe relationship
betucen family size anwd laboux input.

Iz addition to this limitation, the study has othex
ghpnlfieant iubalances. They argued, children are valushle
to thcir elderly parents; but they have not measured it.
Again, in determining the net economic value of children to

vhalr parcnts, they have considered only £00d budget as a
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najor cost component, and othexr important items are ipnored.
Cost of food might be a najor item, but this docs not nece=
cparily account for other masjor costs, such as, cost of
cducation, clothing and medicine. Thorefore, the net ccon-
nic value of children armived at this study may be coumidos
rod only paxrtial. HMorecover, the authors have congidercd
only nutber of producers unit but not consumers units in tus
£xdlles vhile estimating the net value of children. Thie
s a colossal oumission. Finally, the authore have failed to
nrecent a statistical profile of economic class and inconme
catacory of households in the villages under study and then
0 ghow how demography is influenced by the change of the
cbove tuwo factors.

It is generally assuned that the net economic returs
fron childwen in peasant households are higher in congidee
ration with costs vhich parents bear te rsise then up.
Becavse, children in such economy enters into productive
actvivities at a relatively early age, consume less, produce
nore ond nrovide economic security ho their parents old age.
If, hovever, there isg a slight change in the asbove assunp=
tion, the positive value of children nay tum into a ncga-
tive one. Thus, positive and/or nepative value of children
dopend $0 a large extent on the assumption one uakes,

Eva Mieller (197657 calculated the net economio
roturns from children by comparing the age-sex profilc of
87 rfb:.elleg, a GB'?G, "The Economic Value of clnldrenn
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productivity amd consumption of children for India and
Beduan. Sho found that children have negative values in
peasant agriculture. The major findings of her onalysis
arc as follous:

Female nover produce enough to offget thelr consunp-
tion and that males do not become net producers until after
age 15. Children (0-14) of either sex consume more than
they produce, until they resch the 15«19 age bracket, i.c.
the timo when they themsolve get married and have ehildren.
The surplus produced by youths 15=10 is mmall relative to
the deﬁ.citf engendered by children. Adults produce 2.2
tinos as much as they congume; and elders are self-gufficient,

On the basis of the above findings, ueller concludes
that the more children there are, the smallexr is the oxxress
of production over consumption and the lower is the potential
saving rate. In other words, children produce negative ree
turn and thgy are econmomic burden on peasant households. Bub
Iueller's analysis is bagsed on certain faulty assumptions
for vhich she is subjected to severe criticiem by contenw
porayy authors.

Her conclusion that in developing countries, children
undor age of 15 do little economic work and their producti-
vity, even during the pesk season, tends to be low, ig based
on her unrealistic assumption on productivity. In defining
rwoductivity, she inecliundes only thoge activities of children
ihich are related to agricultural works (i.e. cultivation and
wage lsbour) and excludes all non-agricultural activitics
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(such as, house vorics and child care vhich frees the mother
to Qo additional economic work) of children. It is, there-
forc, unrealistic to withhold non=agricultural uwarks froa
any coetinate of lgbour inputs provided by children to the
peascnt hausehold._ The school attendence of children belou
the age of 15 might stand as a Teason of low participation
of children in productive activitles. But this cannot be
Justified by considering the low attendence of children in
school and thelr active participation in farm works around
the school. Her assortion that children participate in
productive activitios after the age of 15 years, might be
the result of the use of official definition of lsbour
force, vhich does not refect correctly the labour force
participation of children. Because, such gtatigtics do not
trucly represent the age pattern of labour force participa=-
tion citheor in market activities or in peasant houschold
cconoy, vhere children engage in gainful activities at a

fairly carly age (6~7) (Wnite 1975, 1976, Calduwell, 1977a
Claxiz, 1970, Nag ot.al 1978, Cain 1977)EC,

88 Wnite, Ben,}axﬂ.n 1973;- “The Economic Impoxtance of chile-

dren in a Javanese village® in Moni Nag (ed)
ia1 O , The Hague: Mouton Bib%%gsim
PDe .

Caldwell, John C, 1977a %The Economic Rationality of High
Poxtility: An investigation Illustrated with NHigerian
Suxvey', Population Btudieg, Vol.XXXI, No.1 (HMarch).

White, Benjamin, 1976 "Production and Reproduction in a
Javanepe villsge®, ublighed Ph,D, Thesis subumittced at
the Columbia Urdversity, USA.

Clark, Colin, 1970 'The Economic & Social Implications of
Population Control® in A, Alligon (ed) Bopulatign Contrnol
Iondon, Penguin Book, pp.222-277.

Nog et.al. 1973, op.cit.
Cain, lead T. 1977, op.cit,
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Moreover, lMueller 2lso mslkes unrealistic assumptions
in doaling with her consumption end production profilcs. 8he
poames thet adult males produce 2.2 times as mich as they
conmune and thus nultiplies sll vslues in the production
profiles by 2.2 to make them comparable to those in the
consumntion profile, But labour productivity is not uniform
in 21l peasmant community. It varles with different types
of peasant oconomy znd therefore the validity of the conver=
gion f£ipguro used by Mueller needs to be empivically tected.

Mwller finds that elders awre selfesufficient, Bocause,
they worlt en thelr family farms until vexy closc to the ape
of their death and therefore questioned the validity of
parcents dependence on children as o0ld ape security. Dut does
she evexr considey the kind and productivity of such verks and
the cases of those elderly persons who do not own any femm
lond? HMoreover, she also does not mention smything relating
to the cases of those old women vhose lgbour paxticipation
is low end vho depends mainly on children's finencial asslio-
tance and mppp;'t. Moeller mostly used data of secondoxy
gsources dravm from different countries and thewrefore, hor
analysis of the value of children failed to answer some of
the critical issues relevant to this concept.

Hore two other studies on value of children are found
vorth montioning. One mich study Ls conducted by Suchart (1977)%°

A

89 Euchart P, ond F, A. Day 1977, 'Cost & Value of children in
Rumal Thailand' in the Economio & Social Su poxrt for High
Pertility, Bdited by L,T. Ruzicka, Deptt. o Domomaplzy
A.ustralian Hat:l.onal University, Canberra 1077
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in 'ﬂiailanlci and the other one is conducted by Repetto
(1976)%, with respect to issues on value of children in
devcloping countries. The fomer found that childromn have
pogitive values in peasant agriculture and the latter
found negative valueg of children in peasant agriculturc.
The analysis of Buchart is not a deviation froo the
carlier Mndings which supported economic value o0f chile
dyen in peasant houpehold by considering that children par-
ticipabte in gainful productive activities at a relativoly
early age (6=~7), mele children produce more than female
¢hildren, they free the adults to participate more in maricet
and home production activities and support the eldcrly
parents in 0ld ags, etc. But he fails to congider the
productive activities of children after allowing for con=-
sumption. Therefore, his conclugion about the net pogitive
value of children cannot be accepted unconditionally.
Repetto's (19?6)91 analysis of the value of children
is nostly theoretical in nature and is confined to the
socio=cconomic conditions of developing countries. Wthout
wsing any data, he tries to investigate, how fexrtility
changes with the change of economic benefits and cagis of
children, He conglders that change in the demand for labour
might be expected to change fertility., Few studies deal with

90 Repetto, Robert 1976, "DMirect Economic Gosts and Valuc
of Gh:." in Ro G, Ridker (ed . Bopulabior

2 Repetto, R. 1976, Ibid. pp.77-97.
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the chenge in demand for child labour pgp ge (as opposed
to changes ip child labour parbticipation rates vhich oxe
influonced by supply as well as demsnd). Most rescarchers
fail t0 isolate the effects of school participation and
fally income on fexrtility. As such, Repetto cannot pro=-
ceed further with his discuszion in that line,

Repetto eald, a reduction in the effective demand
for child lgbour tends to result ir a negative wealth
effect for the housechold, along with an increase in the
opportunity cost of a raising child. With regard to the
quegtlion, whether maxginal child happens to be an asget
ad ligbility, he said, obher things beinhg equal, desired
fortility will be higher if the additioral child is nore
am aasct (or less of a lisbility). His term, asset is
not cloor., Because, an additional c¢child might be wanbted
b7 a narginal or landless farmer ecither for his risk mini=-
tization or his profit maximization.

According to him, high fertility induces low school
cttendence rates because of income congtrainbs. At the
same time, the avallsbility of ample employment oppoxrtud-
ties foxr children and the lack of education opportunities
oy induce families to have higher fertility level. Iowever,
mlbiple reusons of low school abtendence (such as, social,
religious, personal etc.) other than hicgh fextility ox
incone congbtralnt canrot be miled out. loreover, hipgh an=

bition, long=run economic gain, power and prestige also
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inducc nany parents to send theiy children to educational
ingtidutions in spite of avallability of ample job oppox~
tunities.

Again, Repetto formulates the view that evidonga % i™
regpect to old age support 1s mostly quelitative and ia.-
roect. This, he sald was the result of attitude surveyn
conducted in dfferent countries vhore strong family ties
vere traditional and little was known sbout actual exteab
of transfer. Thus, he argues, where the survival of chil-
dren camot be purranted and wherc ample scope of investhe
ant are available in the present narket, invegtment in other
altomotives (such as, on Land, bank sevings, Jewellary otc.)
is more profitable then children.

Criticialng this point, Ridker (1976)%2 pointed out
that Repetto did not consider the rigks of such investnente.

Tarn investment are illiquid, money and jevellry can depre=
cliate or it may be stolen. Commexcial ingtitutions can also
go bonkmupt, moreover, the depreciation of value due to in=
flation and the risks of theft, fire, flood, confiscation
ond other natural calamities cannot de ignored in the long
™.

Thus, investment on children in peasant economy is
pyrofitable. Because the cost of bringing cohildren into the
1orld is not vexry high, and the costs of supporting them are

92 Ra.dl:er, Ronald G. 1976, "Per@ectiveness on Population
Po]ic;y mid Research® in Ronald. G. Ri.dker (gd). Poputatis
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spread over at leagt ten to fifteen years = conmidering the
economi.c returns vhich parents derive and the security which
1d.dou nothor's receive f£xom thelir surviving children,

Hovever, the oconomic utility of children ig nov oy
£elt by the parents of the developing countries of Asic,
Bevoral African countrios alsc testify the economic valuw a7
children and thepe ave reflected in the studies of Calduell
(19764 19772 19775)°, ckore (497707 and others.

In Afvica (MBgoria), children are considered more vo-
Iugble than vealth., The chmglng African Pamily Project chow
‘E:hé“a 30 percent of all Yoruba still hold that children arc
either better than wealth or aye wealth (Okedi i ot.al.1975)7,

93 Calduwell, John C., 1976a. op.cit.
Galduell, dohn C, 1977a. oOp.cit.

Ve - i “ﬂanyﬂnml'var, Tafily and Yoroi—

henge semee changing Airican companion eem.es.
-Ganbarra: The Australian National Univers:.ty. Deptt. of
Denopraphyl

94‘ 01:01‘9, A, "97?’ Op.cit.
05 Ohedijl, et.al. 19'?2{ "The Changing Africun Family Pro oct:

A Reo:ct vi.th B8peci Refez-ence to _the Nigerian Scgnent!
BT U gt 1 t (4SS LMW N AL R 7(5)' Pp.‘l%%.
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Bimilar view is expressced by Caldwell (‘l‘)‘?’?c)g6 and Olome
(19’77)97. Children in African begin to work at an carly
age 0f 6=7 yemr and the labour input of the children ~re
extreonely valusble to the economic suxvival of a housoheid.

A hougehold with large number of children ig gble »»
diversify the economic activities and also take economic
1indfallp. Whereas lack of adeguate labour in many parts
of Africa (Kenya and Western Nigeris) may be considored as
gcononically disastrous to family, In Ghana and Migeria,
gnslld falhiilies having O=2 children in rural areas are found
on average pt'ao:r.'er than the rest of the community (Caldwell
29776)%2,

-

9 Caldwell, John C. 1977c¢, ™Measuring wealth Flous and
tho Rationality of Portilitys EEhou;;;hta and plans Basod

. RistaT

ontheFiMpaoeoanﬁcanWo

R Okore, A. 1977, op.cit,
98 Caldwell, John C, 1977c, op.cit.
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In Africa, particularly in Migeria remittance fron
mgrant members constitute an important source of incomo
of tho household. Caldwell (1977a)?? ana Adepoju (1974)190
found in dlfferent parts of Mgeria that the majority of
the urban migrants remitted money to their parents/relotions
ond this remittance congtituted a significant portion of
household income. Thus, in Mgeran family, migration
provides an extra income to the rural household, particu=-
larly to those households, which have large nurber of ch:li.l-
dren.

Extended family system and mubual obligation in
Africa is also very strong. Children who intends to go
outside the village for higher education are usslly asgio=-
ted by neobers of the extended family. Once a son secures
a pemanent job in urban areas, he is of great help to
parcnts. Children uwho are yeslding in town and ecstadli=-
shed in pome trade or occupation, used to help their paronts
financially and this includes glfts of money, clothing and
othor natexials, etc. -

99 Coldwell, John C. 1977a op.cit.

100 Adepoju, 4. 1974, 'Bural-urbsn socio-economic linls:
The e le of mi.pgrant in Bouth~West NMigeria' in 8.
Amin (edg. Modern migrants in Western ca, Oxford
Ul versity Press, pp.127=1%/.
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Parentp in rursl Africa receive net economlc benow
fits out of having large mumber of children, dbecanse the
costs of radiedng children in mural Africa is very Little
in congideration with the subgtantial benofits vhich thoy
provide. Tw studies (Caldvell 1977c, Okedijt 1976)107
neasuring the life return on investment in children ap well
as the outflow of children was made in Mgeria in 1974~75
and in Ghang in 1963, The Nigerian study also d.scussed
tith the inter generational flow of wealth. Both thesc
gtudies showsd that the returns from children are subgbtan-
tial.

Hoveveyr, the economic vreturns and costs of children
are not um.fam anong all classes of people in rural
Africa. Rich parents ususlly incur more costs for the
neintenance of children than their poor counterparts. Therc-
fore, we necd nore data on value and cost of children in
d.Lferont parts of Africa and pasrticularly among different
clanses 0f people for determining the net economic value
02 dxildren.

Our socioty differs from African culture in tems
of lanpguage, inghip ties, maxriage pattermn and famlly
stracture. Therefore, vhat is applicable in Africa, can=-
not reproduced in Asgia in all sphares of life of our yural
people.

101 Caldwell, John C. 1977¢ op.cit.
Okediji, 197G, op.cit.
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In Banglasdesh, uptil now, only two studies on value
of children (Csin 1977; Boxket-oc=Kmuda 1977)1°2 are done.
Out of theso two, one is done by a foreigner (Cain 1977)
in the soll gf Bangladesh, and the othex one is done by a
Bangladeghd ncotional (Ehuda 1978) in foreign solil. Natu-
rally theso diverse factors are reflected in their cbudy.
Tho former takXes the help of some intermediaries (woxik
angigtants) from Bacca city to explore hig down ideas in
*Chor Gupalpur' (a village in Mymengingh district) and the
later boing tradned up in the west tried to feed his borro-
ved data as per requirements of the western scholars.

It cannot be undexrstood that how a researcher, vho
is not personally familiar with the individual respondents,
hi g lanpuage, culture, society, religion and economic en~
vironment of the area for a longer period, can throw light
on the value and cost of children of a peasant econony,
only by collecting data through some non=villagers, whose
duration of study in the village extends from one to three

nonths.

102 Cain, Mead T. (1977), "The Economic Activities of

Oluldren in a v:i.llag;e inmgagglgg.ea:s& :W

Khuda=e=Barkat (19'(7) Walue of children in a
Bungladesh vlllage n John C. Calduell (eg)

cEneat of Pomography, The Aust¥ailen National
University, pp.eat-p2t
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Caln selected a village in Bangladesh (Choxr=Gupalpur
of ltmonaingh dlgtrict) and examined the economic value of
children by enploying time allocation data. The major Line
dlnes of hip study are noted belowt

1) Children of both scxes begin their economically
useful vork around age 6, performing such tasks as gathe=
ring fuol, fetching water, carrying messages and corrying
for younger children. Girls are particularly found activo
in suveeping, cleaning utencils end dishes, tending chickens
arxl picking chillies by that age.

2) Boys assume responsgibility for the care of cattle
around age 8 or 9. They also begin to engage in fisghing
by that age. Girls on avernge begln to participate in nost
rice procossing and food preparation activities betucen age
Q and 10.

3) Or average male children begln agricultural voxi:
at approximately age 11 and become net producer dy ege 12.

4) At gge 13, children of both sex work on average,
asg long or longer than adultgs. By age 12-13 male children
reach a level of efficiency in harvesting that is almost
equivalent te that of an adult.

5) Both male and female adults work slightly morc
than 9 hours pwr day on average with age from 1315. The
dhoolute najority tinme of male children is devoted to dircc-
tly productive setivities but the female childyren spoend uost
of thalr time in household naintenance works.
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6) Boys below age 10, from landless housecholds work
fouer houra overall than boys from landed households; and
they also spend proportlonally less time in directly pro-
ductive work. By contrast, boys age 10 and older fron land-
less households d0 considersbly more work then those {ron
londed classes.

7) By age 15, male children's cumulative production
exceeds their cumlative consumption; and by age 22, a male
chi ldren can compensete his ovm cumulative consumption and
thet 0f£ one gigter,

8) Fenale children do not compenasate their total
constmrptibn by the time they leave their parents houschold
(2ge 15).

9) Opportunity costs of child birth and rearing are
nininal due to limited productive work opportunitios for
vonon, the compatability of women's work and child care,
and the gharing of child care regponsibilities with others
in the housgehold.

Iron the above findings, the author concludesgs
®ees High fertility and large numbers of surviving children
are economi.cally *rational' proposition®, for the parents
in nany paxts of the developing world.

Houever, this conoclusion sghould be treated with coum
tion. Because, the study of Cain suffers from several lini-
tations, the most important of which are noted below:
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a) Being a foreigner, he was not well conversant
vith the local problems (such as, language, culburc,
society, religion etc.)

b) He employed hired work assistante from Dacca city,
oot 0f vhom were non=villagers. Asg such, informations
rclating to landholding, income and conjuguel life of poo-
ple of the sbudy village were not acurately meflected in
his data. Difficulties associated with collecltng data on
income have been recognised by researchers. Calduell
(19760)71°% observed, "oney is a sensitive mabter and people
are used to giving vrong infomation cbout it, many ocxpenw
ditures and gome sources of income they find difficult to
reezll or oven eubarrasing to mentien®.

c¢) Ee recruited some young boys of the locality .o
verc coing to school or recently stopped going to school
to help his work assgistants vulo were non-villagors. Dut
Toung voys draw little attention of the villagers, wlxich
Cain hingelf observed. In mogt cases, they uere neglocted
by the villagers and as such his data collection suffcred
Irom abipulty.

d) A1l hip questionnaires were prepared in Englich.
It ig net !mo'm how the villagers and the school ping
vorkmasal stants of Caln vere able to understand the AL{ll-
cult quegtions wwitten in English language and how they
£illed in the guestiomnaires.

105 Caldwell, John C. 1976, op.cit. pp.321=3G6.
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0) He egtimated the labour=-input of children on the
bagls of data collected during two month's period only.
Enployuent opportunities particulaxrly those related to
agriculture are smubjected to severe seasonal fluctuatiour
in Banglodesh. Ilbreover, cropping pattern varies frou
reclon to vegion (Chaudhury 4978)194,. Therefore, egviza -
tion of labour input of children based on twe monthe duk.
would be a grosgs mig=vepresentation of yearly ldbouzx ingure
for childrcen of the entire country.

£) Moreover, Cain dld nmot say anything about tho cost
¢of radsing children. He only referred the cogt of food
cstuffs indirectly by not looking at the actual expenditure.
But, the net value of chlldren cannot be mecasured by food
cogt zlone, ipgnoring other important cost items, such as,
clothing, education, medicine and socioligzation of children.

) He measured the productivity of children by taking
crild wape as proportion of average adult wege prevoiling
2t a paxticular crop season. This measure of productivity
off children lzbour is unacceptable glven the tremendous
gsecsonal fluctuations in wage rate over the year (Chandhury
1970) 104,

104 Chaudhury, Rafiqul E. 1978, "Some aspects of Seasonal
Dinensions to Rural poverty“. A paper presented at the
conference on 'seasonal Dimengions to Rural povorty!
held in the Institute of Development Studies, Bussex
University, U.K. July -6.
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In view of these limitations, 1t is felt that the
sbudy of Celn provides a necessary and valuasble starding
point, but wore research is neoeded before one can acsouy
and compare the actual economic value of children to tha«
parents.

Barket (1977, '19'?8)"05 completed another study 2.
the value of children in a village in Bangladesh (viilmg.
Barkzait? in Chandina thana of Comilla district). The
study i not intensive like Cain (1977) who examined the
various issucs related to measuring the economic value of
children by using data collected meticulousiy over a long
period of time. The gbudy of Barkat is based on ‘onc shot!
sarvey unlike the prospcetive sbtudy of Cain. The mgjor
findings of Barkat arc given as follows:

1) Over two=~thirds of all respondents wore in favour
of five children.

2) Over 97 percent of all respondents felt =orry for
a nan with no sons.

3) Over 74.5 percent maleg =nd 61 percent of fcuales
folt that for a permon haviug less land than 0.5 acres, it
vags gblll useful for him to have a larger number of chile
dren.

4) When given a lot of slternative choices, over onc=

tiird of all respondents vere in favour of another child.

105 Emuda=e-Batleat 1977, op.cit. pp.661=-728.

Ehnda~e-Barkat 1978, *Labour Utilization in a v‘lllaqﬁ
Economy of Bangladesh', Unpublished Ph.D. IM.gsertation
A.N.U., Czan'DeJ‘.'Z‘a.
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5) Main costs of children were food, followed by
clothing and educational expenseps. 28 percent of the
reopondonts sald that a child cost the mogt around 5=7
voars of age; 42 percent of the respondents reported
tiis for children around 8«10 years of age; and 16 por
cont of the respondents reported this for childyen 41«1
years 0f age.

6) For boys the most common types of activitiocr e
tending amdimals, ruming errsnds, child eare and collec=
ting firewood. Orly some of the boys vere engaged in
purely sgricultural worlt - ploughing, vweeding and nursery.
Tor sirié the nost cormon type of activity was child cares,
followed by tending animals, cooking and mmning errands.
There were a few vho were reported to be engaged in hHoi=
ling, greining snd hudking,

7) Boys vere engaced in the following types of pro-
ductive activities: FPlouphing, hoelng, herrouing, nursery
1707z, trangplanting, nanuring and fertilizing, weeding,
horvesting, nedntenance and repairs of fam equipnent,
navizoting, scaring binds, taking food to the ficlds, fi-
ghing, tending sninmals, havking, manual irplgstion, hedr
cutting (baxbar) etc.

Girls vere ongared in the following types of activi-
tiog1 Growing vepetables, threshing, boiling and drying
grain, ccaring birds, husking, fiching, tending animals,
epinning yard, naking handicrafte, collecting firewood

etc.
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8) Although gpirls aged 5=O years cooked, washed and
cloaned, brought water and ran errands, they vere nostly
engaged in child care and collecting firewood. Girls 1014
years ppend yelatively more time in cooking, washng and
clearing and bringing water than their younger sistoerg,
olthough they also minded children and collected fLyoucev.

9) With an increase in age, boys spend less time of
child care and move on agriculturc, fishing, tending anlun.s
and non-faxm actlvities.

10) Children ensured the mrvival of the family nene.
32 percent of the respondents expected assistance from
their gong for most of thelr needs during their old age.
Porents take chiildren, especially boys, as insurance agod=
ast old age. Children also physically take care of their
0ld and invalid parents.

Thus, after completing Mg vhole agnalysis, the author
concludes: "It is clear that the role of children in rural
Dangladesh, and, to a considersble extent, in all Bangladegh,
has renarzable gimllaritices to that described as being the
situation aonong Yoruba peoplas of Mgeria®.

Tron the conclugion of the author, it appears that ho
vas influenced by ."African studles on value of children.
Though in many respect, sinilarities are found, yect our
socicty differs from African Comunity in resgpect of social



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

149

gtructure, kinghip tieg, attitude towards sex preference,
norriage pattermn and s0 on and so forth.

Hovever, after going through the vhole cnalyslis ol
the author,it appeors that he intends to touch everyilirg
without entering into any particular issue in detail. Aoy~
cort of hurridness in the matber of exposing his *Onc g'nwt’
purvey data is clearly noticed. This might be, becange o
tho fact that durwing the course of his study in ALI.U., Che
author came to Bangladesh fyom Australia for 12 wecks pro=
crerme and during the time of hie return Journey, he colleoe=
ted come data from a village in Bargladesh, vhatever is
posoible vithin this short period of time. But, it should
be renerbered that any analyols on value of children relao-—
ting Yo fertlility behaviour requires long participatosny
obgervation. Ordinary mesearch survey method with struc-
tured or ungtrictured interview scheduls cannot tell the
tme picture. This aspect has been clearly pian-pointed by
sachart gt.al. (1977900 45 rollous:

In order to undersatand the soclal and econowic

gapports for hiph fertility, sn ordinary sumvey

resecrch method with structurcd or wunsbructured
interview gchedules wlll hordly be sufficient.
106 Buchart P, and F.A. Doy, "Cogt and Value of childron
in Rural Thailand™ in Economlc and seocial supporte

for High Fortility edited by L.T. Ruzicka, Augtralian
Hationgl University, Cauberra, 1977, pp. 07=7G,
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We need (to supplement it with other methods that

can provide ins!.g;ts into the phenomenon undor

study. Buch ingight requires that the researcher

bo personally familiar with the individual respon-
donts and thelr social and economlc enviromment.

Thip wvill come only vhen the rescarcher makes a long
pexticipatoxry obsexrvation on how the people live in
tholy cnvironment, He must live in the localities
long enough for his respondents to become familiar
1Ath hin and trust Mm as their confident., Only then
111l the data they provide and explanations they give
becone upeful for the understanding of the social and
cconozio sapport for their fexrtility performance.

But, none of the authors (Cain, Berkat) follow this
important agpect of data collection rigorously. In case
of Barlat, this is rather less followed.

In addition to this limitation, the study of Barkat
has other significant limltations. It does not consider the
valuc of children to old parents with the same intengity and
focue as the value of children in young famllies. lMoreover,
the gtudy falls to neasure the net value of children to their
parcntg. 'Cost' 1is measured by Barkat by asgiking only three
questions to the selected respondents. The questions are:

a) Do you agree that the real financial worry
about ch?ﬁren is schooling?
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b) At vhat age does a children cost the most?
¢) At vhat age do your children who have not been

to school help enough or earm or produce onough

to make up for the costs of keeping them?
These typos of quostions and answers cannot measure the cogt
of childrcen. How can a respondemt give correct reply within
5=10 minutes or even if more time is allowed to tell that at
that age his cﬁildren w1l cost most? UWhether education of
childron is really a burden for him? And at what age his
children 1o is not going to school help the family? For
calculation of cqgt, ite measuvement is required. Cost of
food, educa‘bi?n, clothing and medicine varies from person to
person even ulth the game age group. Even these couponents
are found to vaxry seasonslly and with the economic conditions
of the parentas, Therefore, expenditure on food, clothing,
education and medicine for each and every member of the hou=
sohold d:ouldJ?e neasured at lemst once in a month for one
year in order to assertaln the actual material cost of chil~
dren. 4 najor short coming of the gtudy is its fatlure to
provide a statigtical profile of the 'economic class' and
*annual income ca%:am;': of the households in the villape
under study and thon to examine how 'demographic characteris-
ticg! vary with differences in 'economic class' and 'anmnual
income catagory'!. Hovever, the finding is consistent with
those o bellove that parents are motivated predominently
by the econotic value and costs of children.
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Thug, from the foregoing analysis, it is observed that
the value (and cost) of children has been discussed at
different levels by different authors, interpreting their
own opimion elther supporting it or refuting it. Most of
these gtudies houever, vere conducted by the western scho=
lars in the context of western ideology. It is not correct
to sgy that c‘tﬁ.ldren will generally command the same value
ocveryvhere and to every class. FPerceived value of children
by social class varies with changing social conditions.
People in different cultures and socio=economic settings
want children for different reasons. This study differs
from westorm social sterotype in the sonse that it is more
country based and village-~level in nature and throws light
on the idertification and explanation of salient factors
that affect the fertility behaviour of people in rural
Bangladegh.

Althougl;h systenatic reegearch on the value and cost of
children is a‘. recent developnent, yoet the quantity of rese-
arch is not impressive, particularly in the household context
of the developing countries of the world and more particular-
1y with reference to Bangladesh. Most of the studies that
were conducted in Bangladesh were short based. The period
of data collection extended from 1=3 months. In many cases
pecondoxyy datag wore used. But such statistics did not truely
reflect the actual picture of a peasant household in rural
econoryy of Bangié.deah. As a result, determinstion of positive
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or negabive value of children was not based on a sound foo-
ting. The onalysis and explanation of pogitive and negative
value of childron by thosge authors were totally depended on
the uge and intexrpretation of such dasta. The present study
is conparatively based on an improved methodology. The
period of data collection extends from July, 1979 to Decem=
ber, 1980, vhere the technique of data collection involves
a dlend survey and participant observation method. The need
for nore village level studies is immense in countries like
Bangiadedsh. The long participatory observation, cloge fari=
liarity vdth the individual respondents, recmuitment of el=-
derly local primaxry school teachers as field investigators,
deep ingights in preparing Bengall questiomaires and all
other ampects of this study, definitely makes an attempt to
develop the methodology for assesaing the economlc cogts and
value of children in yural Bangladesh.,

In nany of the previous smalyses on value of ohdldren,
it 45 found that cost side is totally ignored. Many authors,
hovever, discusg the cosgt mide partially by considering the
food value of children. But, not a sgingle discusgion is
found on value of children, vhich covers othexr cost itens.
This gtudy nakos an extensive survey to measure the cost
conponents of children. Each household was visited once in
a month throughout the uhole year to collect food consumption
data along with data on expenditure on education, clothing
and medicine, foxr every uneuber of the houschold, in order to
calculate the not economic value of children.
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In nost of the discussione on value of children, tiue
allocation data on activities of children are usually ans=-
lyscd in terms of age and sox. A nmajor short coming of thosc
studies is thoir failure to provide a statistical profile of
the Ycconomic class' and 'annual income structure' of the
houscholds in the villages under study and then to exmminc
how denographic characteri stics and economic activities vary
with chenge in economic class and income gtructure. This is
a reply mn.clll thig thesis calls into quesgtion.

Ay gbudy on peasant economy, concerming with the eco-
nomic valuc of children and ignoring the "Beasonality™ aspect
of peascnt society, will remain as partiel in nature, Because,
rurcl cuployment and activities of children in rurel socloty
arc in nogt cases seasonal in character, particulerly which
axe related to agriculbure. Interpretation of data by talkding
goue fou peak or lean agricultural months of the year will
naturalliy leadl soue one to conclude either children has pgot
posttive or negative value., Uptil now, not a mingle study on
oconortic value of children has taken into congideration this
seasonality aspect. The present study takes a rigorous attompé
by calculating the activities of children in different months
of the yecar fyom August to July and explaining the same for
differcnt age proups, sex and economic class.

The gbudy is significant, because it demonstrates the
kind of ambivalence usually encountered by researchers in
nogt of the less developed parts of the world, attempting to
clicit infomation on the advantages and dl.sadvantages of
large nuber of children. It is also impoxtant, because it
focusss, idomtifies and explainsg the silent factors that
affocts fortility behaviour in rural Bangladesh.
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CHAPTER = 4
BURVEY METHODOLOGY

4.1 Igtroduction

This chapter deals with the survey methodology of
the present study. It throws light on the study approach
which was conducted between July 1979 and December 1980.
Detall description relating to the choice of a suitable
village, recruitment and training of work assistants,
esbablishment of woridng relations with the villagers,
preparation of gquegtionnaires, coding systems and sample
degign, data check and transfer and many other issues re-

lating to survey methodology are di scussed.

4.2 Anslybicel Approaches

In recent years, two types of analytical approaches
are nost commonly used by the researchers in their value
and cost of children studies. One refer to the collection
of interviéew daba through surveys and the other one is the
analyzis of existing survey and census data using econome-
tric technique. In addition to these, a few important
village level gtudies have been conducted, in which inter—
view and observation and other methods of data collection
were combined.

Both interview and observation technigues, have
their own limitations particularly in collecting time
budget data. One inportant wealkness of interview techni=-
que is the susceptibility to memory lapse, lack of time
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consclousnegs and Lnaccuracy of reporting on the part of
the respondents. The observation technique suffers from
resource constraints and sufficient staff to observe a
number of subjects at the same time throughout a day and
the posgibility of influencing the subjects behaviour,

In order to understand the econmomic and social fac-
tors affecting high fertility, survey method alone is not
sufficient, TFor objective evaluation of ecomomic utility
and cost of children in any particular community, long
participatory observation on the part of the researcher is
necessary. The researcher must be familisr with the indi-
vidual resgpondents and their social and economic environ-
nent.

However, in spite of the limitations of interview
and observation methoeds, the present study adapts a some=-
what riporous approach to ascertain the determinants of
bigh fertility by selecting a single community (or village)
vhere the technigue of data collection involves a blend of
survey and participant observation methods. Time allocation
data on houschold meubers for a particular day were collec=
ted wainly by interviewing the household members on the
follouing day, although these were checked and supplemented
by occasional observations. Observation technique was
followed to assen the expenses in food, c¢lothing, medicine

and education by local work aessistants and these were
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supplomented by inbterviews. In cage of other schedules,
survey method was followed and these were frequently

supplenonted by observations.

4.3 Choice of a Buitable Villame

The gtudy of econowic value of children ir ruwral
Bangladesh, porticularly in the household context is very
much gignificant, because it tells us the Pfertility behaw
viour of parents at micro level. Keeping in view the
objectives of the study, it was decided to select a village
which would be a representative of the country, at leagt
in terms of economy, ecology and population characterie-
tice.

In eelecting the village, emphasis was given on four
important criterias

i) the village must be a typical one;

ii) +he total numbers of houscholds within the
village, in no way, be lesgs than the average
village sigze in Bangladesgh;

iii) &he selected village wust supply the required
information to feed the overall tasgk of the
research work; and

iv) the village must be accegsible by roads, but
not very close to the urban area.

For the present study, a village in the Sylhet dis-
trict was cliogsen for the following reasons:

i) there was rarely any village study in Sylhet;
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ii) the researcher is more familiar wlth a village
in 8ylhet district than with a village in any
other digtrict. This is becausge, he is born
and brought up in 8ylhet and his working place
is also situated in Sylhet. Therefore, for the
sake of convenience and familiarity, a village
in Sylhet was chosgen.

The regearcher went to Bylhet on Jume 6, 1979 and

discussed the matter with the local admirnistration and

with the teaching pbtaffsg of Sylhet University College. The
local aduinisgtration helped the researcher by supplying

the names and other informations of as many as 12 (twelve)
villages, which were scattered over different places and
lying wibthin the range of 2 to 20 niles from Sylhet town.
Fron June & to June 26, the researcher visited extenzively
to all these %;ﬁﬁﬁ% villages, mingled with the local people,
consulted the local Union Parishad Chairmen and members and
finally decided to gelect the village "Mudyarchar®™ for this
gtudy.

The village is gituated about eight miles away from
Bylhet Univerzity College and six miles away from Sylhet
railway gtation. It is located approximately 214 miles
avay to the north-east of Dacca city, the capital of
Bangladesh. In terms economy, population density, fexrti~
lity, literacy, poverty and unemployment level, the village
is found a typical of the country (see chapter on socio=-

econoumic and demographic profile of the gbudy village).
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4,4 Establishment of Working relationship
with the Villagers

In the course of selection of the study village,
working relationship was established with the following

organizations/agencies personnel.

i) Union Parishad and Setting up the Working Office

The village Muiyarchar is situated under Tukerbazar
Union (No.6) of Kotwali Police station of 8ylhet district.
The researcher met the Chairmen and other members of the
Union Parishad and apprised them with the purpose of the
study and solicited their support and co-operation. They
extended all types of help by providing different types
of relevant information and introduced the researcher with
the local school teachers and some influential snd resource-
ful families of the locality.

An 0ld student of the researcher who was living in
the village also acted as an intermediary. The student
not only helped by introducing the researcher with the
local people, but he also did an wonderful Jjob by carrying
out the field investigation. The student was extremely
resourceful. He was the son of a rich businessman of the
villege under study. Ultimately, the working office of

the researcher was get up in his home.

1 tUnion' is the smallest administration unit in Bangladesh.
It consists of seversl villsges ranging from 15 to 40,
with few exceptions. 'Union Parishads' are the lowest
cadre of local selfegovernment units in the country. An
Union Parishad is composed of a Chairman, nine elected
members and two nominated women members from amongst the
local population. The Chairman and the elected members are
elected by direct election on the basis of adult franchise.
The women members are nominated by the prescribed authority
from smongst the women of the Union. As per 1981 Preliminary
Population Census Reports, there are 4550 unions and 91,000
villages in Bangladesh.
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ii) Influentiml members of the Village

The researcher also met the local influential mem~
bers of the village. These included visita to an ex-
Chairman of Tukerbazar Unionj members of different poli-
tical parties; some heads of the big landowning households;
businessmen of the locality and the Imams (i.e. religious
leaders) of two local mosques and apprised them with the
objectives of the study. They were very co~operative and

evinced interest in the study.

iii) Pahsil Office

The researcher visited the local Tahsil Office,
which collects land revenue and keep land records. The
Tahsgil office supplied the researcher with land records
of the village.

Thus, a aggi working relationship was established
with different local agencies and influential persons.
The local support was extremely helpful in carrying out
the field iuvestigation smoothly.
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4.5 BSelection of Semple Hougehold

A complete census of the village was taken in July
1979 for selection of sample of the present study. Four
investigators (all of whom were local primary school tea-
chers) were recruited to conduct the census. According to
the census report, 214 households were recorded in the
village, showing a total population of 1350 in July 1979.
A detail information regarding the age, sex, education,
occupation, annual income, landed property, share cropping
of land, loan operation, financial transactions etc. of the
entire village were recorded (see chapter 5) for subsequent
stratification and for the purpose of sdministering intensive

studies.

4.5.1 Calculation of Sample design

For the objective of drawing a representative house-
aold sample, each of the enumerated household was cross—
classified by lendholding and occupation status, income and
life-cycle stages. 4Ll the households were stratified in
six landholding classes according to the ownership of areble
land (see Table 4.41)., Landholding classiconsists of landless
category 1. It refers to those households who claim owner-
ghip of no land, either homestead land or other land. 4
total of 9 (nine) households (4.20%) were recorded under

this category, whose main occupation was non-agricultural
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in nature. Lardholding class II consists of landless
category 2. It refers to those households who do not
claim ownership of any land other than homestead land,
4 total of 101 households (47.19%) were recorded under
this category. Landholding class I and II were further
sub-divided by their occupations (i.e. agricultural and
non=-agricultural), Lendholding class III comprises of
those households who posses less than 1.00 acre of leand.
A total of 40 (18.69%) households were recorded under
thig category. Landholding class IV comprises of those
who possess more then one acre but less than 2.50 acres
of land. A total of 36 (16.82%) households were rem rded
under this category. Similarly, 9.34% or 20 households
were recorded under landholding class V, who possess 2.50=-
5.00 acres of land; and 3.73% or 8 households were under
landholding class VI, who own more than 5.00 acres of
land (see table 4.1).

Each of the six landholding and occupation class
was further stratified into three annual income categories
on the basis of their respective gross yesarly income.
Income category I comprises tho se whose annual income
is less than T%.6,000.00; income category II comprise
those, whose asnnual income falls within the income bracket
of Tk.6,000,00 to Tk,.12,000,00; and income category 11l
comprises those whose snnual income is more than Tk.42,000.00.
L& total of 82 (38.31%) households were recorded under income
category I; 94 (43.92%) households under income category II
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