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ABSTRACT

This monograph examines the process of change in agrarian struc-
ture in a village in Bangladesh. The locale of this study is Shimulia,
a village near Dhaka and its industrial belt. It is situated within
the site of the Dhaka~Narayanganj-Demra (D.N.D.) irrigation project
which transformed agriculture to intensive wet-rice cultivation. Among
the factors responsible for these changes, the most important were the
partition of India in 1947, the decline of the jamdani industry, the
communal riot of 1964, the increase of land productivity by over 200
percent, the inflow of urban investments in land, the birth of Bangladesi,
and finally the subsequent scarcity. These have brought about radical
changes in agrarian structure and its improved relations.

Tnvestigation of the social organization shows the following medi-
fications. Kinship organization is weak and increasingly replaced by
class relationships.

Analysis of village land tenure over a period of 33 years (1945
1978) supported my conclusion. After the communal riot (1964) a non-
traditional Muslim landowning class emerged, It is characterized by
entreprenural behavior. Its members consider agriculture to be a com-
mercial enterprise, inviting technological inputs as well as emp loying

wage laborers for high production. This class now produces surpluses,
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channelled into the acquisition of additional acreage as well as in
diversified businesses. After the riot, the inflow of investments
in Shimulia land took plaée througﬁ_;‘é;;up of speculators from Dhaka
who bought vacated Hindu lands at exceedingly low prices through the
help of local rich farmers as middlemen. As a result, (1) a close
alliance developed between the village rich and urban landowners,
(?) new tenancy relationships arose, and (3) a market wage labor
emerged.

I project that this village will lose its identity in the not

too distant future and merge into the greater Dhaka urban comp lex.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this monograph is to examine the process of
change with regard to agrarian structure In a village in Bangledesh.
The locale of this study is Shimulia (pseudonym), a village near
Dhaka city. The time period covered is 33 years, from 1945-1978.

A study of the agrarian structure of one village will enable
me to formulate guidelines for understanding the agrarian problems

of Bangladesh. 1In additfon to providing a detailed ethnography of

d 5e}dom studied area, this research will contribute to the growing

| {terature on agrarian precblems in South Asia.

The study of agrarian structure in the Indian subcontinent by
socivlogists and anthropologists began in the late 60s. Betci{le
(1974) was among the first who gave serious thought to the study of
the agrarian structure of [ndian society from an ahthropnlngival point
of view. While studying a South Indian village Beteille (1971) noticed
rhe transformation of land into a commodity, creating a change in the
relationship between caste and agrarian hierarchy. He investigated
rhe population of his research village from two points of view. First,
from caste relations, such as Brahmin, non-Brahmin and Adi-Dravidas.
Second, he examined the class relations among land owners, tenants and

agricultural laborers. He analyzed the process of change with respect
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to agrarian relations in these two systems of hierarchy. later,
Beteille attempted some theoretical formulations of agrarian struc-
‘ture. Althoughlhe avoided defining égrérian structure, he pointed
to "ownership", "control} and the '"use of land" as focal points in
studying agrarian structure, and defined agrarian hierarchy as the
production process, based on family labor, wage labor, and tenancy
(1974; 25). -

Alayi (1973) dealt with the issue of agrarian relations in the
context of Pakistan, He observed three classes of people operating °
within a dominant mode of production. These classes are rich, middle,
and poor peasants. Theif class positions are structurally different
from. each other. He is cautious enough to point out that the class
categories overlap and their distinction is not clear and sharp because
of the slow growth of the capitalist mode of production which coexists
with several other modes of production.

It is pertinent, in this context, to mentiun that studies of
agrarian structure in the Indian subcontinent have generated a debate
on the question of mode of production in agriculture, particularly
among Marxists social scientists. Various scholars made an attempt
to assess the nature and significance of structural changes that came
in the wake of agricultural transformations following the Green Revolu-
tion in the subcontinent.

In the Indian context Patnalk (1971a; 1971b; 1976) has desig-
nated this transformatlon as the emergence of the capitalistic mode

of production as she has noticed a small but growing segment of rich

farmers who use agriculture as a business enterprise. The growth of
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rich farmers also accentuated the polarization process, generating
two opposing classes which she termed capitalists and rural wage
laborers. Unlike Patnaik, Bhaduri (1973) and Chandra (1974) termed
the mode of production semi-feudal, since the tenants .ure dependent
on land owners and perennially indebted to the latter. Bhaduri and
Chandra also point out that the poor farmers do not have access to
the markets since they operate outside the market process.

Alavi (1975), on the other hand, has'termed the mode of produc-
tion colonial, a "deformed" capitalist mode dependent on #and subordi-
nate to the metropolitan center.

In Bangladesh, investigations in the process of social change
have generated a debate similar to the Indian context. OUne group,
represented by Westergaard (1978), Abdullah et al. (1976), and
Abdullah (1979), designate the mode of production semi-feudal and the
other group Rahman (1972), Wood (1977) and Jahangir (1978, 1977) iden-

tify the mode of production capitalistic.

Aprarian Studies in Bangladesh

There is at this time a fair number of completed studies on agrar-
ian structure in Bangladesh (Bertocci 1970, 1972; Wood 1976, 1978; Arens
and Van Beurden 1977; Chowdhury 1978; Jahangir 1978, 1979; Westergaard
1978; and Hossain 1979). In addition, there are two earlier studies —-
one in the 40s (Mukherjee 1971), one in the 60s (Qadir 1960). Mukherjee
studied six villages of Bogra district in Bangladesh from a historical
perspective. He first studied these villages in 1942, and later he
revisited them in 1945, after the famine of 1943. Mukherjee traced

the agrarian structure back to 1922 to assess those changes in agrarian
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relations. He noticgq che differentiation between two economic ¢lasses

l
*ﬂ was intensifying, leading to polarization. Mukherjee states that:
[
| The specific feature of the change in the economic
[ structure during 1942-44 .... the differentiation
has been further accentuated leading to a sharp
| polarization .... The slightly inflated group at
: the top, which controls the vast mass of people at
i the bottom, is being swelled more and more and is
having a gradually weaker link through the middle
layer (1960:187).
This observation is significant in demonstrating patterns of economic
change through a "disturbed" period. He noticed that the disturbed
period (the famine of 1943) had made the rich peasant richer and the
1_ poor peasant peorer, a malise known from many other regions around
the world.
Qadir (J9bU) made a longitudinal study in Comilla district showing
\ changes in agrarian relationships over a period of Lhree gencrations.
i His observatrions. bhowever, are simplistic since they mercely dempnstrate
' trend toward the loss of lands by two-thirds of the village population.
He ciaims that this was partly due to demographic change and the opera-
tivn of inheritance rules resulting in the fragmentation and subdivi-
| . sion of holdings. He predicts these trends would causce serious prob-
4 tems to the overall cconemy of the country unless measures were taken
1 e
| to ferestall and counter them.
Bertoceil (1970; 1972) studied two villages in Comilla district
and showed that landholding follows cyclical patterns resembling
. "evetltical kulakism'. By this, he means that landholding in this
{
Comilla village has been based variably on Islamic laws of inheritance.
ccological factors, and the impact of mortgages. As a vesult, it
$ g appears that "class" (cconomic category) and "'status" (ritled groups

g' with high states) in the Weberian sense have been moving in repetitive
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the other hand, found in his study of two villages the presence of
.capitalism based on a commodity economy and, unlike Wood, found capital
from agriculture Qés ﬁeing used in productive processes through invest-
ment in agriculture as well as in urban finances. While Wood designates
differentiation as a pauperization, Jahangir identifies differentiation
as a polarization process among the peasant classes. He also has

stated that post independence inflation, the appliration of modern
technical inputs, investments and reinvestments of capital in agricul-
ture as well as in the urban sector, have hastened the polarization
process in rural Bangladesh.

Abdullah, Hossain and Nations (1976) have delineated some imporrant
features of the agrarian structure of Bangladesh. Thev have noticed the
development of market principles in agriculture since farming has been
treated as a business venture through the increased use of wage laborers.
They point out that these features have emerged due to the increased
use of modern inputs in agriculture in the form of irrigatioa facilities,

2
improved seeds, chemical fertilizers and credit, cooperatives, etc

all of which help in the formation of a new type of farmer. Since
the social formation is feudalistic, they think this has arrested rhe
growth of true capitalism in the rural areas.

Arens and Van Beurden (1977) have studied the agrarian structure
of a village in Kushtia district. Unllke-Comilla and Dhaka districts,
the agrarian structlure here has retained some feudal traits, parrirﬁlarly
the higher landholding range of the rich peasants. They noticed a
greater number of share-croppers in Kushtia village than in the villages

of Comilla and Dhaka. They also noticed capitalistic trends in agri-

cul ture following the independence of Bangladesh with high inflation,
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scarcity, and application of more and more inputs in agriculture. As

a result, they have found a decline in share-cropping.

" Westergaard (1978) in her study of the village of Bogra has ob-
served pauperization, not polarization. She looks at Bogra agrarian
relationships from an historic perspective by showing that Mukerjee's
landholding data support her point of view, viz that an overall pauper-
ization has been continuing. Westergaard contradicts her thesis on
pauperization as she points out that richer families have been involved
ip various businesses which indicates that the rich peasants have been
able to keep their surpluses.

4 Chowdhury §1978) studied a village in Dhaka distriet with a view
to social stratification. He discussed agrarian relationships but his
main focus of interest was social stratification. According to him, in
his village the khandans among the Muslims, and the upper castes among
the Hindus control most land of the village. The girhasta (small peasants)
work as share-croppers and Eéglé as landless laborers for the land-
owners in the village. His functional stance regarding agrarian rela-
tionships does not provide us with useful data about changes in agrarian
relationships due to the partition of India in 1947, the abolition of
zamindari in 1951 and birth of Bangladesh in 1971. Despite these occur-
rences, his study shows there has been little or no change with regard
to agrarian structure in his research villge.

Hossain (1979) has studied tenancy markets in Bangladesh by
drawing data from two areas —-- Mymensingh and Dinajpur districts --
to understand the patterns of share-cropping in those areas. His

observations indicate that share-cropping in Bangaldesh is exploit-

(-

ative in nature. For example, land owners rent out their land
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‘ mostly to marginal farmers who have to sharecrop because of the pressures

to meet the expenditures of‘their families; therefore, the small farmers

’;77 g héve little baféaining scope in the tenancy markets. He also observed
that land parcellization has been pervasive, which has curtailed the
bargaining scope of the tenants. Hossaln found that overall share-cropping
in his research areas is declining as the landowners prefer to manage
their lands themselves by employing wage and migrant laborers. Such
preferences are due*largely to high.profit accrued from agriculture
through the application of modern inputs.

In the above discussion, I have tried to distill agrarian prorlems

from the significant works on this issue to observe the trends of —ninge
. in agrarian structure in Bangladesh and the positions taken by wvatious
authors.

Field Work

I was in the village for 12 months: from July 1977 = August '978.

I was introduced to Shimulia village through a friend. Shimuli: is his
native village, and his reference helped me to obtain an entrv. My
friend arranged for me to live with his family and I stayed there
throughout my field work. His bhigh social status (khandagi), higher

'» education and high ranking government job gave him a special esteem
in the village. Similarly, by virtue of my relationship with him, [
was also esteemed by the villagers. This helped me tremendously to
establish rapport with them régardless of their class positions. 1t
should be mentioned that my friend's class position did not interfere
with mv access to different classes of people. For example., my

participation wirh villagers in their activities allowed m# t. be

°s
]
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verv close to them (see below). Interestingly, [ had more access Lo
the poor than to the rich although I was identified with the rich,
Even though I was identified with the rich, the poor ﬁeople_accepted_
and seemed to perceive my empathy toward them. Likewise, the rich
people understood that my relationships with the poor would never
jeopardiz their own class interests. Hence I was able to associate
freely among all villagers regardless of class.

The methodology I used was participant observation along with a
variety of other techniques. Systematic efforts were made during my
stay to participate in all aspects of the daily life of tﬁe village.

1 talked, made friends, gossiped, and ate with high and low. I in-

41 quired about their life patterns, participated in the seasonal cycles
of their agricultural activities, watched with them the sunrise and sun-
set. As a result, I internalized the cycle of daily life in Shimulia
village, enabling me to understand the people and their culture. At
the same timé, I retained an outsider's perspective toward understanding

the social phenomena in the village.

Interview and Conversation

Oral information was obtained from a number of informants. Fre-
quently I directed the conversation in accordance with my own interests.
*. On many occasions I simply listened to the flow of conversation of the
villagers. I found these techniques very useful. In the evening I
wrote down my daily interactions and experiences with a longing for
tomorrow's surprises. In addition, I collected valuable information
through formal intervi;ws with prominent and old people of the village

concerning different areas such as village history, politics, land tenure,

~
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apriculture, and social change. In this connection, I should mentin
here that my friend's father (who died recently) educated me about
village agriculture and its changes following the D.N.D.l irrigation

project.

Study of Village Kinship

I made a systematic effort to collect data on village kinship
covering 22 patrilineages in Shimulia. I constructed the history of
22 patrilineages of the village through interviewing leading persovns
of individual patrilineages., Kinship data not only provided informa-
tion on Shimulia Muslim social organization, but also on village history
and recent changes in the social and economic organization of the village.
Hibtéry of patrilineages provided me with a broad historical perspective

of social and economic organization of the village.

Village Census

I conducted a census by employing a structured questionnaire to
gather basic information about family, age, sex, landholding, tenancy
relationships, livestock, assets and liabilities and the occupations
of family members. In the census, I covered the whole village including
the Hindu and Natunpdara people, although my primary focus of study was
the Muslims of Shimulia.

Study of Village Land Tenure

The collection of land tenure data in the village was difficult.
It is also a very sensitive issue for the rich. At first, I made a few

visits to the tehsil office (revenue) with the hope that all information

1Dhaka-Narayanganj—Demra Irrigation Project. The project was completed
in 1968 at a total cost of one million dollars (IDA credit) to irri-
gate 1500 acres of land.
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relating to village land tenure would be available. However, facts
in the tehsil office were scattered and disorganized, so it was very
difficult even to identify what I wanted to collect. My primary aim
in this regard was to comstruct the land tenure history of the village.
Upon failing in this effort, I tried to gathér information on village
1and tenure history by interviewing people. For example, when inter-
viewing and talking to people, I discovered that they had sound knowledge
about villlage landholdings. I found that most individuals could remember
clearly the transfer and transactions of land from one person o another
for quite a long period. Thus, I’selected gix prominent persons of the
village whom I considered very knowledgeable regarding village lands.
1 gathe?ed informafion with the help of the mouza (revenue area) map.
Poinfing to a single plot of land on the mouza map, 1 asked my informants
to explain its history with reference to the transfer of ownership over
the years. In this way, I collected information on 80 percent of the
plots of land in the village. I could not gather data on the remaining
20 percent as their owners were from the neighboring villages.

In late August, 1978, my field work was done. It was painful
for me to leave the villagers and it was equally painful for them
to leave me. I had become a member of the village. To me, they
are part of my life. Back in Syracuse, I often think of Shimulla;
a village where I stayed for a year, a place where, nostalgically, I

think I belong.

Significance of This Study

A few words should be said about the significance of the present
dissertation. With regard to the overall research carried out on

agrarian problems in South Asia, Bangladesh is the least studied area.
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This is equally true for anthropological research in this reesion.  Hope-

fully, this study will contribute to our knowledge of the changing kin-
ship organization, land tenure and class structure in rural Bangladesh.
This study will also serve practical purposes for planners and policy

makers of the country who are seeking to understand the changing nature

of the rural society of Bangladesh.

Organization of the Study

The study has been divided into six chapters. Chapter [ is the
introduction to the dissertation. Chapter IT provides the background
iaformation of the village, particularly the ecological and social
spheres. Chapter T1I discusses the social organization of the village.
Tt f;cUSEH on the basic elements of social organization such as 5£3£hi.
Qéégg. status designations, family, marriage and supra-kinship organi-
zation like gﬂméi} and also on the changing kinship relation in the
village. Chapter IV provides cases of 22 gﬁg}hﬁ of Shimalia to give
4 historic perspective as well as their present day opceration in kin-
ship nrganiéation. Chapter V deals with the overall land tenure prob-
lems of the village since 1945 with particular reference to shifting
patterns of land ownership in the village following (1) the partition
of India in 1947, (2) the communal riot of 1964, (3) the advent of
modern inputs in agriculture, (4) the independence of Bangladesh, and
(5) the post-independence famine and inflation. 1In chapter VI, the

conclusion, I have summarized the findings of this study with regard

to the process of change in Shimulia.

2
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Chapter II

ﬂL SHIMULIA VILLAGE: THE ECOLOGICAL AND
SOCTAL BACKGROUND

Location
Shimulia is a village near Dhaka City; situated in the Dhaka sadar
south subdivision, it is under the Demra Police Station and Matuail
Union Parisad.1 The village is six miles to the southeast of Dhaka
city, and one mile to the west of Sarulia Bazar (see Map 2). Formerly,
Sarulia Bazar was a closely adjacent village like Shimulia inhabited by -
local people, but at present its major inhabitants are mill workers
hailing from different parts of Bangladesh. The Bazar in Sarulia opens
daily in the morning and evening. In addition, there are two EE;
(market days) days held each week which attract people from surrounding

villages to buy their weekly supplies. A second nearby Bazar is Demra.

This locale is known for jamdani gagi.

lName of the local governing body in Bangladesh.

Zjamdgni or figured muslin is a kind of cloth which has been produced
since the second or third century A.D. in the region which now comprises
Dhaka District. The intricacy and fineness of the Dhaka Muslin is lauded
in different accounts. Even the Ain-i-Akbari mentions the flourishing
muslin industry in Dhaka and noted its extraordinary quality. It is said
*b that the royal courts of Europe used to import muslin clothes from Dhaka.
The Mughal emperors patronized this industry highly. Rizvi (1975), the
author of the Bangladesh District Gazeteers, Dhaka, relates this story of
the Dhaka muslin industry. He quotes: ''The excellence of Dacca muslins
can to a certain extent be judged from the oft quoted story of a daughter
of Aurangazeb being reproved by the emperor for appearing naked before him
when she had no less than seven folds of this cloth on her body." (Rizvi
1975: 191). The muslin industry flourished in this region because of
the humid climate and the availability of a fine quality of spinning cotton.
Two factors which contributed directly to the decline of the muslin indus-
try are: (1) capture of the market by machine-made yarn and cloth from
England, and (2) the British Government's deliberate policy of destroying
iL”5 the muslin industry so that it could popularize its cotton clothes pro-
duced in the mills and factories in England. It is said that the British
. Government adopted the most inhuman method of chopping off the hands of
weavers so they could not manufacture muslin anymore. Although the Dhaka
T' muslin of old days is no longer in existence, the art is not lost. For
a history of the muslin industry in Dhaka, see Taylor (1851); Allenm (1912);
Rizvi (1975).
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The village can be approached by an unpaved road from Sarulia

Bazar which runs through the village"towarsthe west and culminates at
Matuafl, the village next to Shimulia. This road was once a Eéig;
| (village road), and at the time of my investigation, the work of brick
‘ laylng had been started on the Sarulia end of the road, It is expected
that the road will be completely paved in the next two years. The road
passes through the northern edge of the housing area so that almost the
entire area lies to the south of the road, Only the village graveyard
(kabarstan), the western para mosque, the Aler para, a physical unit,

a few Eiii belonging to the Bhuiyan ﬁéiEEi 1 and 2 (ggétﬁf D and E;

sec Chapter IV) and Natunpdpa are on the northern side of the Sarulia-

¥

Matuail road (see Map 3).

The Dhaka-Chittagong highway lies a mile to the north of the
village, and runs east before taking a sharp turn at Demra ferry staticn
to the south oflSiddirganj power station. Again, upon reaching the
Siddirganj power station, the Dhaka-Chittagong highway takes another

sharp turn to the east to the newly constructed bridge over the viver

; Lakiva. A branch of the Dhaka-Chittagong highway continues south from
Siddjrganj toward Narayanganj (a subdivisional headquarters and a river
i port) via the Adamjee jute mill. The village can be approached from
the Dhaka-Chittagong highway at a place called Deillla which is about a
mile to the north of the village. A mud road meanders through the
village of Bamail originating from Deilla and heading toward Shimulia.

Many villagers take this road to catch the bus at Deilla for Dhaka city.
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south para), (iii) Purba Egra (eastern para), (iv) Uttar 25;5,

(v) Pascim paya (western para), (vi) Phakir para (paya of phakir gogthi),

“(vii) Andir par (1lit. bank of a big tank: paya on the bank of big
cank), (viii) Sikdar para, (x) Karego para, (xi) Kirini para and

(xii) Natun RéEé (new para). People of the village identify the locali-
ties using these names.

In Shimulia, the concentrations of the Hindu and Muslim population
varies from Réié to 2:1:. For example, the Muslims of Shimulia are
heavily concentrated in eastern EEIE’ northern Eéiés Aler Eél:’

Sikdar paga, Phakir paya, Karego para whereas the Hindu population

are concentrated in Eéiﬁ Dakhsin_EEEE, Andir Béi and part of Padeim

}\ EéEé (see Map 3). Recently some Muslim families have moved into some
of the Hindu localities because of the latter's migration to India.
It seems, moreover, that the penetration of Muslims into areas with
pure Hindu majoritles is increasing.

Shimulia village has two mosques, a primary school, and a high
schoocl. The older mosque is situated in the eastern part of the village
and was built during the early part of the century by a powerful member
of the Shoud patrilineage. The other mosque was constructed in 1972
and is located in the western part of the village. The village grave-

+ yvard stands very close to this mosque. Both mosques are located on
raised land and tanks adjoin them. People use the tanks mainly for
ritual ablutions, although some villégers use them for bathing and

washing. Both mosques have some land left by the founders of these

mosques as waka property for their maintenance.

5when a Muslim dedicates certain property for any purpose recognized
R by the Muslim Law as religious, pious or charitable.
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The primary and high schools are located in majh Dakhsin para.

The primary school 1s old and was established in 1935, while the high
school was founded in 1973. These schools draw students mostly from

Shimulia village.

Climate

Shimulia has the same climatic conditions as the city of Dhaka. Tt
is hot and humid most of the year: the maximum temperature recorded in
Dhaka district is 108°F, the minimum 41°F, and the average 78.2°F. The
maximum rainfall is 103.68 inches, the minimum 47.13, while the average

ig 73.36 inches a year.

Table 1
: *
Monthly Rainfall, Temperature and Relative Humiditv
Temperature (°F)

Normal Maximum Minimum Mean Mean for Month
Months Rainfall Temp. Temp. Temp. Relative Humiditv
(inches) o (=) -
January 0..33 87 43 65.5 75:3
February 1.8 95 41 69.9 69.8
March 2.45 103 50 79.3 63..5
April 5«18 108 54 85.7 FiPed
May 9.67 108 56 84.6 2.0
June 13.30 99 62 8353 87.1
July 12.74 97 72 83.5 88.0
August 13.20 100 60 83..:5 89.3
September 9.54 97 68 83.2 87.9
October 4.74 102 53 80.8 84.7
November 0.83 100 48 72,9 79.8
December 0.20 86 42 66.4 82 .5

*The above data were computed on the basis of records for 1958-62.
The temperature extremes are based on longer periods. Reported
by Rizvi (1975) the author of the Bangladesh District Gazetteers,
Dhaka (5-6).

.
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Seasons

The ﬂusl#ms of S?}muligrﬁg;;?w EEg_?gqga}i calendar with regard
to agricul&ural activities and follow the Islamic lunar calendar only
for ritual purposes. Mill workers, urban workers, students and edu-
cated people also use the Gregorian (western) calendar. Quite commonly,
a person uses three calendars interchangeably.

There are six seasons in Bangladesh, each extending over twWO
months. The first season in the Bengali calendar is grisma or summer.

This begins around the 15th of April and lasts until the 15th of June.

Boigakh and joistha are the two Bengali months which constitute grzsma kal

(summer time). This season is very hot and humid. At times, the tempera-
ture goes above one hundred degrees. This is also the season of storms
and cyclones. When the temperature becomes unbearable, the ensuing
atmospheric depression results in cyclones associated with rains, This

is called kal boigakhi. After these storms, people get a little relief

from the oppressive heat. This is the mango season. Each family has
one or two mango trees and people also buy mangos from the market. 1In
Shimulia, 5risma kal or summer is one of the busiest seasons of the
year. Early summer brings the harvesting of the hézé crops which were
sown in late autumn and early winter. Then, in the late summer, the

farmers sow the ausa (summer paddy) crop.

Barga, the rainy season, comes as a relief after the oppressive
summer. Agar and Srabon (15th June-15th August) are the two months which
constitute barga kal. During this season the skv remains cloudy and

rains are continuous. Befcre the D.N.D. project most of the village

lands were flooded and the homes teads looked like little islands. In
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those days the only means of communication from one homestead Co
another and from one village to another was by boat. With the flood
control projectjnthe-land~in"Shimuiiarare1ybecomesinnundueed. With
the onset of Eggéé, the soil of Shimulia becomes muddy, sticky and
slippery. One has to walk very cautiously for slight carclessness
may cause one to slip and fall. Also, during the Eﬂﬁié the ponds of

the village become full, and the water becomes clear. The whole community
turns green as it were. With the coming of ngié_&él, the temperature
drops a little, but the humidity increases (see Table 1), resulting in
dampness. The early Eéﬁéé_ﬁél is a slack time, but the late rainy
season is busy for Shimulia farmers as they begin sowing and harvesting
the aman (winter paddy) and au$a crops, respectively.

The end ot hézié_gél brings sarat kal,or early autumn, starting
with the month of Ehéﬂﬁi and ending with éﬁﬁiﬂ (middle of August-middle
of October). This is the season of clear skies. Although it aedll
rains, it never continues without let up as in the rainy season. The

first month of sarat kal is bhadra. During sarat kal, farmers sow

the é&iﬂ crop and continue harvesting the ggé crop. -
After sarat kal comes hemanta kal or late autumn which extends
from the middle of October to the middle of December. This is a rela-
tively cool period. The Bengali months of kartik and agrahan consti-
tute this season. 1t is dry with little or no rain. The roads and
path; of the village remain dry and there is no sign of mud anywhere

in the village. The early hemanta kal is not a busy period for

Shimulia people. During this time, the paddy starts to ripen and the

farmers get ready for the harvest,. The late hemanta is the busy

period as the harvest of the aman is going on in full swing.
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With the conclusion of hemanta kE; comes &1t kal or winter. This

is the driest and coolest season of the year. Powg and magh are the

months which constitute &It kal. Pows is one of the busiest months in

Shimulia. In the month of Powg people are busy harvesting their iﬂiﬂ
crop. At the same time, they sow the @ué§ crop. Nevertheless, people
have a relaxed attitude. Even the poor people have a good time becausc
they need not worry about food. Even the villagers who usually have
difficulty providing one rice meal a day can have two meals. The women
of the village celebrate by preparing different kinds of sweets and
Q}jﬁé_(cakes). During this period, all are busy threshing, drying und.
storing d!ops.

_Basanta Eél or spring comes after the conclusion of winter. The
months of phglgun and coitra constitute basanta kal. With the onset
of spring in Shimulia, the temperature starts to rise. This is a slack

period. Farmers have 1ittle work in the field. During the later part

of this season villagers become somewhat more active in harvesting their

rabi crops. The seasonal cycle concludes with the end of basanta kal .

Historical Background

There was little information available about the history of
Shimulia. The present statement about the histofy of Shimulia is based on
on information obtained from ethnographic materials such as kinship,

politics, the‘jgmdgni_industry, and village land records. Also, 1 have
collected bits and pieces of material for the village history while
talking to informants.

It appears that the village originated from the silts of a river

about 500 years ago, which the villagers vaguely recall as Knagda.
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[ have found historical support for the villagers' contention that

Shimulia was once under a river bed. Bhattasali (1936) found out from

Pl 3
the Mirza Narhan's  account that one of the branches of the present

day Buriganga which met the Lakhya at Khizirpur flowed over the area
which is presently rhe northern part of Narayanganj. 1 suspect that
this erstwhile river covered the present day Shimulia area., I have
found Mirza Nathan's account consistent with the villagers' contention
that Shimulia lands were under the river bed, Bhattasali makes the
following observation (Lrom Bharistan-i-Ghaibi) regarding the river
system of the locality:

There is no mention of the Buriganga, which is the

present name of the river on which Dacca stands. The

old name of the river was Dulail and in the absence of
contemporary evidence, it is impossible to decide if

the name Buriganga was known. Buriganga now makes a

sharp turn towards southwest from Fatullah (old Dhapa)
(i.e., from the point at which it turned towards Khizirpur)
and joins the Dhaleswari. There are good reasons to

hold that this outlet is a later growth and did not exist
when Islam Khan came and occupied Dhaka (1606). The river
on which Dhaka stands emptied itself into Lakshya by two
mouths, one falling at Khizirpur, the northern part of the
present Narayanganj; the other at Demra, about four miles
up (Bhattasali 1936: 504-51).

This highlights the deltaic character of the Bangladesh river
system with constant changes of river courses leading to continuous

migration of the population.7 In fact, half the Muslim gas;hi

6The author of Baharistani-i-Gheybi which is the history of the Mughal

wars in Assam, Cooch Behar, Bengal, Bihar and Orissa during the rule

of Jahangir and Shah Jahan. The author himself was an admiral under

the Mughal governor of Bengal, Islam Khan, who later became a mendicant

by renouncing the world. Nathan's account reflects some interesting

facts with regard to the history of Dhaka city and its rivers and canals.

His account strongly suggests that Shimulia village was once under a
riverbed, For details see Nathan (1936). ;1

7An excellent account of the migration of people in Bengal during the

17th and 18th centuries is found in Heather Kathaleen Ion's thesis
Some_Aspects of Religion and Culture jn Bengal, _An Historical Study

of Relation Between Rituals and Dangers. Unpublished doctoral thesis,
Faculty of Anthropology and Geography, University of Oxford. The author
based her research on ethno-historical material. For details see lon (n.d.).
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(patrilineage) of Strimulia migrated from other places within Dhaka
district. I will discuss this matter in the chapter on village gosthi
4 | " in operation (Chapter IV).
Unfortunately, I was able to gather little information on the

history of the first settlement of the village. Some ethnographic and
historical sources do enlighten us about more recent events. The people
of Shimulia, both Hindus and Muslims, were not bhadralBk8 i ddiEs, respectable/
gentleman) in the formative stage of the settlement. The village notes
of 1912-1915 report: '"There are no Bhadroloks either Hindus or
Muhammadans residing in the mouza. 1In fact, the Muslims and Hindus

of Shimulia belonged to the lower rungs of society. The Muslim popu-
latiqn of the village belonged primarily toloccupational groups of
weavers who worked in the iéggégi and kasida industries. Data on

Muslim societies of Bangladesh, India and Pakistan show that weavers

as an occupational group have always been low socially and are commonly

9
known as jolah.

BAt the beginning of the 20th century in Bengal, there emerged a dominant
elite who were recognized as superior in social status by the common
people. These people were the bhadralok, literally the "respectable
people", the gentlemen. These people were distinguished by their style
of 1ife including speech, dress, housing, eating habits, occupations
and their agsociations. Broomfield (1968: 13) estimated that in 1900,

4 the bhadralok constituted 3 to & percent of Bengal's population of
between 1,300,000 and 1,700,000 people. See Broomfield 1968.

9Most of the materials on the Muslim population in the subcontinent
show that weavers, commonly known as jolah,areconsidered to hold a
low status occupation. The decennial Census Reports from 1872-1931
amply mention this fact. A similar notion is found in major ethnographies
of the Muslims of India, For details, see Ansari 1960; Barrh 1960,
Bertocci n.d,; Karim 1961; Khan, F.R. 1962. Further, recent ethno-
graphy on Oman in the Southern Arabian Peninsula by Barth (1978) led
me to think that the weavers' low occupational status is not unique
to Indian Muslims. Barth observes that in Oman weaving is considered

Vi to be a low and unclean craft.,
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Out of 22 Muslim patrilineages, members of 18 were involved in Jj@gﬁhli
and kasida manufacturing in some manner. Not only were these people
poor but they also had a low status because 6mehe{f'ﬁéavefs'7§Qcﬁpatioﬁ“
which generally conferred a low status in South Asian socleties.

The Hindus of Shimulia belonged to the Eg@ashdralo group, that
is, they followed fishing as an occupation. While collecting informa-
tion on the Hindu hierarchy of Shimulia, I found that half of the Hindu
population admitted (with great hesitation) that they were jele deTs,11

i.e., fishing was their original occupation. The other half of the

OThe word nama means very respectable (1it. "to bow with respect."”
Bandvopadayaya (1966:1178). Interestingly, when it is used as namasudra
it has a derogatory sense as being very 'low' (Bandyopadayaya 1966:1178),
which is the opposite of what it actually means. However, another in-
terpretatlun of the meaning of the word nama (sudra) is sugOEbted by
Prof. Tej Bhatia, a linguist at Syracuse . University. Prof. Bhatia
suggests that the word nama probably originated from the Sanskrit word
nimna which means a low or inferior category. This explanation has
some credibility, as namasudra of Bengal are considered as inferior
or second class sudra. However, namasudra of Bengal do not belong to
a particular occupational caste. They are found in various occupations,
including cultivators, fishermen, boatmen, carpenters, etc. In fact, they
do not belong to the Sudra varna of Bengal. Until recently, they were
known as candalas. The higher castes of Bengal regard them as "untouch-
ables." However, they have succeeded in incorporating themselves with
the sudras of Bengal, although with a status of second class sudras.
Although they adopted the name sudra, they are commonly known as namas.
Incorporation of namasudras with the sudras of Bengal reflects their
offorts for status relation. See Dutt 1965:131-160. For a concise
discussion on caste mobility in Bengal based on ethno-historical material,
see Sanyal 1971, 1975.

IJWhlle taking a census of the Hindu population, T found two jati ranks

were used locally - jila ddb(!ll means fisherman) and hila das(hila
means cultivator). It seems that they referred to jalika or jalia
kaibarta for jila das and halika or casi koibarta for hila das. The
literature on castes in Bengal shows that casi or halika call them-
selves mahisya casi. The distinction between j3alika and cdsi koibarta
is that the latter's occupation is considered cleaner than the former.
As a result, cadsi koibarta or mahisya claim higher rank than jalika

koibarta. Material on caste in Bengal shows that like other jati these
two groups have made special effort to upgrade their ranks vis-a-vis
their ritual status. For details see Risely 1891; Majumdar 1963; Dutt
1965; Chowdhury 1967; Sanyal 1971, 1975.
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Hindu population considered themselves to be mahisya casi with

cultivation as their occupation. They also claim to be sat (clean)

sudra (of the lowest varna). The mahisya casi referred to other Hindus

as unclean calling them "nama" in a derogatory sense to emphasize their

own pure ritual status. It is possible that mahisya casi were once

fishermen with unclean status, but with the build up of silt of the
river Kﬁaggh these groups changed their occupation from fishing to

agriculture and gradually started to call themselves Mahisya casi. The

ancestors of the present Hindu landowners in the village were mostly

Mahisya casi.

Before the partition of India and Pakistan in 1947, the ﬁindus
of Shimulia owned 57.87 percent of the village lands. But the land
distribution among the Hindus was not even; only a few families owned
land. Hence, many Hindus were landless sharecroppers and day laborers.
Even the poor Hindus worked as day laborers in the agricultural fields
of the Muslims. It is said that Hajee Ainuddin Shoud, a wealthy and
prominent member of the Shoud patrilineage (gﬁg&hi I) maintained a
separate establishment for the Hindu farming laborers. Also, a number

of Hindus of Shimulia are carpenters (chutd@rs) and blacksmiths (karmakar)

These occupational groups in Shimulia are unclean and were originally
jele das. They could not change their ritual status because of the
nature of their occupation.

In the early part of the 20th century, two Hindu Mahisya families
became prominent. They became the gamsta (zamindar's revenue collecting
officials) of zamindary estates of Bhagyakul and Roaila. For almost

half a century these two families played an important role in village

125ee Note 10.
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politics and local self-government.
The history of Shimulia is also closely associated with the
-j;;dﬁni ind;stéy. The members of 18 Muslim patrilineages were at one
time involved in jamdani and kasida manufacturing (see below). Many

Muslims above the age of 50, both male and female, were jamdani and
kasida workers. Allen, the author of the Dhaka District Gazetteer,

left a brief but clear description of the jamdani and kasida manu-
facturing industry in Dhaka district.

Fine ‘muslims are prepared at Nawabpur, Tanti bazar

Kalta bazar in Dacca city and in the following villages:
Dhamrai, and Sabhar in Sabhar thana ... Demra, Matial

and [Shimulia] in Keraniganj thana ... These clothes which
are embroidered in the looms are known as jamdani. A piece
of ordinary workmanship costs from Rs. 5 to Rs. 15, but as
much as 400 may be asked for ome in which the pattern and
materials are of exceptional excellence. Kasidas are clothes
embroidered by hand with silk or colored cotton thread.

The embroidery is very roughly done, generally by poor
Muhammadan females, and the clothes are exported to Bassora,
Jiddah, Constantinople and Aden where they command a fair
sale. There is also a considerable production of chikan
work of muslin embroidered with cotton for which there is
some demand in Europe (Allen 1912: 113-114).

Elsewhere Allen also observes the precarious conditions of jamdani

weavers and how they were in debt to the dalal(brokers) and paikar
(wholesalers). In Shimulia, the majority of the jamdani workers re-

mained poor and this state continued until the breakdown of the jamdani
industry during the 1950s. In Shimulia, the Shoud patrilineage (gasshf
T) worked as the EEikEr of jamdani weavers. By doing so, its members

amaséed considerable property. One result is that the Shoud (55§;h1

claims (see Chapter IV) garaphati or khandani status (nobility of

descent. This gSgEhI originally lived near Demra across the Lakhya

river. During the latter part of the nineteenth century, it moved

to Shimulia. It had a big jamdani and kasida manufacturing factory.
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1t also had business connections with Calcutta and Bombay and, further-

more, was in the money lending business. Much wealth was invested in

land. This‘caée illustrates the stafué ;ievatiéﬁ of‘akﬁgtfii;neage
due to the acquisition of land and wealth.

The jamdani industry started declining in the early 50s and became
extinct in the late 50s. The following factors caused the decline of
the jamdani industry. First, the partition of India in 1947 coincided
with the establishment of textile and jute industries in and around
Demra. The establishment of factories in the locality created oppor-

tunities for well-paid employment for the villagers in the mills and

‘factories. 'Second, the jamdgni manufacturers could not compete with

cheap clothes, produced by textile mills on a largevscgle, as the
15md5n§ industry was basically a cottage industry run mostly by family
labox. Jhird, the jamdgnz cloth lost the profitable and large Calcutta
market after partition in 1947. Finally, the rise in the cost of raw
materials for the jgmdanz manufacturing gave the death blow to the
continuance of this cottage industry in Shimulila.

The Partition of 1947 had little impact on the Hindu population
of Shimulia as there was little migration at that time. Rather, the
Hindus of Shimulia migrated in large numbers after the communal riot
of 1964, Prior to 1964, the Hindus of Shimulia actively participated
in village politics and other affairs. The 1964 riots, incited by
the Pakistani governmment, involved the workers from the nea;by mills
who came to the village in a body swinging clubs, spears, and other

lethal weapons. They burned and looted Hindu houses and killed some

Hindu villagers. The Muslim villagers in general were sympathetic to
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the Hindus, and they saved most of the Hindus from the rioteers by
giving them shelter.

During the time of the riots; a-few clever Musiim villagers tcok
advantage of the crisis and acquired Hindu lands at nominal or no cost.
Most of the wealthy persons of the vi llage acquired their present wealth
in this manner. After the riots village lands were sold on the market
and a number of urban people bought Hindu village lands. The shift
of landowning from Hindus to Muslims continues even today as the re-

maining Hindus sell off their lands.l3

DemograEhz

The village is inhabited by both Hindus and Muslims. Historically,
it has been a village with a Muslim majority, but until recently the
Hindus of Shimulia were a strong minority constituting roughly 40 per-
cent of the population. At present, they constitute 20.46 percent of
the total population, with the decrease in their numbers largely due
to the partition of India and Pakistan in 1947 and the communal riots
of 1964, Tﬁe migration among the Hindus just after the Partition of
1947 was not high compared to the migration just after the communal
rioting of 1964, Yet despite their minority status, the Hindus of
Shimulia were once dominant economically and politically, and their
control over the village was evident. For example, before 1947, 57.87
percent of village land was owned by the Hindus. Details are given in

Chapter V,

1.3A few words should be said on present day inter-community relatiomships,

particularly between the Hindus and Muslims. Although both communities
live side by side, there is little social and economic interaction be-
tween them, particularly following the communal riot of 1964. Apparently
both communities live in harmony in Shimulia, but they are covertly
hostile to each other.
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In 1978, the total number of inhabitants of the village was

tively. An additional 202 persons live in an area in the western part
of the village commonly known as natun para. Unlike the Muslims and

Hindus, the inhabitants of natun Eé;& are non-local people.

Table 3

Demographic Composition of Shimulia
1978

Number of Family/
Demographic Household
Unit Male Female Total . (Percent ~_Percentage

‘ Muslims 1015 816 1831 253 (68%) 715563
4 (original)

Hindus 281 241 523 88 (24%) 20.46
Natun bara 112 90 202 3L BY) 8.00

Total 1408 1147 2556 372 100.0%

These demographic units of Shimulia represent different social
anits. For example, the natun EEEE is a new settlement and its inhabi-
tants come from many different districts of Bangladesh. Most of them
hold jobs in Dhaka city and commute to their workplaée every day.

They hold petty jobs (clerks, etc.) and own no agricultural land in
< the village. They have settled in Shimulia because most are low paid
employees who cannot afford to rent or buy houses in Dhaka city. They
form a distinct social grouﬁ with hardly any interaction with the
original inhabitants of Shimulia.
For the purpose of the dissertation, this group will be largely
ignored. Likewise, the Hindu population with its own social organiza-

<') tion is not a focus of study here. This chapter presents materials

that deal solely with Shimulia's Muslims.
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Sex, Age and Work

In Shimulia, the division of 1aboznis-based onnséx, wealth-and——
age. With few exceptions, men and women have separate work domains.
Men in Shimulia work in the fields, factories, or in Dhaka city. They
are the main bread-winmers. Their duties are well-defined and they
seldom encroach on the domain of women whose pre—occupation is house-
hold activities. Women cook and rear the children. Women also help
in drying and storing the harvests. The division of labor between them
is not rigid. In certain areas they participate equally, for instance
in the threshing of paddy. A man's job is to cultivate, prepare and
weed the crops. Women of poor families often participate in agricul-
rural éctivities with men if land is close to the homestead.

Boys and girls are expected to assume adult responsibilities at
an early age. But the training of girls begins earlier than boys.
Girls, generally speaking, get married after their first menstruation
(ﬁélg&). Therefore mothers take special care to prepare them so that
they can assume responsibllity after their marriage. One of the common
practices in the village is for the girls to take care of younger
siblings. Little girls help their mothers in household chores, in
cooking, or cleaning fish and vegetables or bringing water from the
tubewell or from the pond.

‘Boys of comparable ages are given other responsibilities. Often
they take care of livestock -- both cows and goats. Or they may help
their fathers in agricultural activities such as carrying small loads
to the land and carrying a midday meal to their father.

Elderly men often help in the agricultural activities of the house-

holds. Also, they care for the cattle. Sometimes ﬁhey help women to
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dry .and store agricultural products. 0ld women usually take care of
children;, partieularly.liﬁxlg_nnes.A_élﬁglfgheygggually help the son's

wife (wives) in household activities in general.

village Economy

An important feature of Shimulia's economy today is its increasing
subjection to the market economy. Occupational data show that many
villagers depend on outside income derived from trade, business, or

salaries. Nevertheless, the majority are farmers.

Agriculture
As mentioned earlier, agricultural patterns in Shimulia have under-
gone a- radical change with the completion of the DND irrigation project
in 1968. Before 1967, Shimulia was located in one of the low- lying
areas of Dhaka district.
The soil of the village is the fertile Brahmaputra alluvium with
olive-yellow, heavy claﬁ with thin, BTeY, silky clay loam topsoil
(Rizvi 1975:10). The villagers call cultivable land Eél (low-1lying)
jami (land). Most of the land in the village is now used for rice
cultivation. The villagers grew égggﬂ(winter paddy), E§£§ (spring paddy),
éggg (sunmer paddy), jute and rabi crops. But not all the lands of
Shimulia were suitable for growing these crops. In earlier times, the
Eézé:crop grew on the north and southern fields of the village. These
lands were-relativelytheﬂwst low-lying, and during the momth of
coitra (mid-April to mid-May) thef dried up. The village notes (1912)
describe these features:
The soil of the mouza is very fertile and yields good
aman and boro crops. Om the north and on the south
the lands were very iow and some fields dry up in

Chaitra, These fields gTow Boro well. ' The jute fields
lie near the village site which is comparatively high



33

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

than the Aman field. The people are not much in
favour of Rabi crops and they. are grown in small

S e S m_quantity._,The"principalhcxnpsware.Aman, jute
and Aus.

The D.N.D. project introduced a new pattern of agricultural techniques
by allowing inteunsive hybrid paddy cultivation (IRRI). DBefore the
D.N.D., villagers practiced broadcast aman and transplant boro rice.
Another significant feature of the new pattern of agriculture in
Shimulia was the elimination of jute cultivation as a cash crop. The

rabi crop is grown without any basic change.

Cropping Pattern

Three rice crops are found in Shimulia: boro, auga and aman. In
the ménths of agrahan and Régi.(late November to early January) the
farmers sow the transplanted IRRI (§§£§_crop) but the actual trans-
plantation process begins during the month of kartik (mid-October to
mid-November). In the village special tiny plots are kept for planting
the seeds. The seeds are first germinated by soaking them in water for
about 12 hours (by then stems are out) after which they are thrown into
the plots. Here the plants will be nurtured for about a month and a
half; then the plants will be about 5-6 inches tall and will be ready
for transplanting. To transplant the rice the lands are ploughed to
make a rich puddle and the embankments or the ails (boundary of lands)
are fepaired so that they can retain water. Transplanting is done
in clumps of 4-5 plants in a column. Soon after transplanting, they
are weeded and from time to time the land is irrigated. Also, the

farmers apply fertilizer like urea and TSP (triple sugar phosphate)

on the land.
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This crop is harvested in the months of boigakh and joisgha

While the boro crops are in progress, the farmers get ready with

boisakh, 1In the month of sraban the Auda crop is weeded. The égéﬂ

paddy is harvested in the months of sraban (mid-August) and bhadra
(mid-July). Not all the lands in Shimulia are used for the dusa crop.
After the harvest of boisakh and joistha crop, some lands are left
[allow for a period of 3-4 months. It igs very difficult to ascertain .
the exact amount of fallow land in this period as it differs from year
to year. The farmers keep these lands for égég which is transplanted

in the month sraban and bhadra. This crop is harvested in the months

gﬁ_ag;ahan and goag.

The villagers grow several types of rice. Some are coarse and
others are fine, long grain varieties. The agricultural activities
of the villagers varies according to the season. For example, during

the sowing and harvesting periods (like the months of boigakh-joisgha,

sraban-bhadra and ggfahan—gawq) the villagers are busy. Most of the

farmers work from dawn to dusk with little break. The transplanta-
tion type of paddy which is presently used needs intensive labor and
care. During the time of transplanting seedlings, the farmers have
to stay in the quagmire fields most of the day. On the other hand,
women in the village are also busy threshing, drying and storing agri-
cultural products.

People in Shimulia are less interested in growing rabi crops be-
cause they do not consider it as a main crop. For rabi crops, only

approximately 5 percent of cultivable lands are used. The rabi crops

include onion, garlic, chili, cabbage, cauliflower, pumpkin, tomato,
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potato, mustard, sesasum, kaun, peas, and different kinds of pulses

~ _such as mung, musuri, and maskoloi. Exqggg_fgp"gg;sggfand”mggga;d,

the rabi crops are cultivated in small plots adjoining the homesteads.
However, people take very little care in growing rabi crops except

for mustard. One member of the Khan patrilineage (Cogghi M) grew

a hybrid variety of mustard. This person is a primary school teacher
and he informed me that a lot of villagers would grow this mustard the
following year. He hoped to earn a.considerable sum by selling his
products in the market as a cash crop. The future of this crop is bright

as the price of mustard oil has been rising steadlly.

Impact of the D.N.D. Project

Because of the D.N.D. project and the change to intensive wet rice
cultivation, farmers now grow 3-4 crops a year instead of one. As A
result, the productivity of the land per acre is estimated to be up by
216.65 percent a year.la These new agricultural methods necessitated
farmers to be increasingly dependent upon inputs in the form of chemical
fertilizers and insecticides. Hence, farmers in Sﬁimulia today think
about investments in agriculture as a profitable concern. In addition,
wet rice cultivation is also labor intensive and laborers also follow
market principles, as they are not recruited in a traditional form based

on kinship and patron-client relationships (for details see Chapter V).

14The average production per acre of 3-harvest per year land is estimated

to be 70 maunds (82 1bs = 1 maund) per year. In Shimulia, 2/3 of

the land is capable of producing 3 harvests; 1/3 of the land can pro-

duce 2 harvest amounting annually to about 47 maunds of rice per acre.
Therefore, the total production per acre of land is 63.33 maunds a

year (70 x 2/3 + 47 x 1/3 = 46.67 + 15.67) This is an increase in
productivity of 216.65 percent from the previous rate (previous rate

20 maunds of paddy per acre - 63.33 maunds persent rate = 43,33; therefore,
increased percent is 43.33/20 = 216.65%). Please note that the Shimulia
rice yield figure is much higher than the average Bangladesh (13.16 maunds)
figure.
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Many laborers are recrulted from the refugee camp or migrant laborers

,L,u_#cominngrom_themﬂanikganj,area,of Dhaka district. The emergence of

a new kind of labor force based on following market principles is a

major feature of the new pattern of agriculture in Shimulia.

Classification of Farmers

In Shimulia, 164 (62.82%) of the Muslim households are owner
farmers. There are 74 sharecroppers, constituting 29.24 percent of
the total households. 62 (24.50%) households are owner—-cum-tenant
farmers.

There are 5 classes of farmers in Shimulia based on their land
ownership. Because land in Shimulia is the principal resource, its
ownership and non-ownership determines not only one's class position
but also class behavior. Table 5 will show the land range, number of
families in individual class and classwise landownership. There are
16 rich, 43 middle, 33 subsistence, 72 marginal and 89 landless farmers
in the village (see Table 4). Among the farmers, the rich and middle
together are the "big" farmers in the village because of their surplus
production. They constitute 59 (22.32%) of the total households which
together hold 274.28 (77.84%) acres of land. The poor farmers who
belong to the subsistence and marginal categories account tor 105
(41.50%) households, owning 77.84 (22.16%) acres of land. 89 (35.31%)

households'are landless.
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Table &

Classes in Shimulia

Number of
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Total class land owner-—

Land Classes Families (%) ship in acres (%)

00 Landless 89 (35.17) 00

0.1-0.99 Marginal 72 (28.45) 37.30 (10.41)

1.00-1.99 Subsistent 33 (13.04) 46.53 (13.00)

2.00-5.99 Middle 43 (17.00) 140.48 (39.22)

6.00-above Rich 16 (6.32) 13320 (37 .19)
Total 5 253 (100) 358.11 (100)

Occugation

*Land ownership data show to nobody's surprise that the bulk of

the population of Shimulia is poor.

Since traditional agriculture

cannot provide year round employment, the people prefer outside employ-

ment; so Shimulia is increasingly dependent on the outside for survival.

A look at the occupational table for Shimulia shows that manv villagers

are associated with non-agricultural occupations (see Table 5).

The majority of the businessmen are exporters and importers.

Several villagers have permits to import yarn from Japan which they

usually sell on the black market.

tractors with large investments.

There are 4 shop keepers in the wvillage.

In addition,

daily necessities of life to the villagers -- rice, molasses (gur),

cigarettes, lentils, kerosine, salt, sugar, matches, etc.
buy their commodities in these shops mostly with cash.
also sell their commodities on credit.

commodities from wholesalers in Dhaka city.

e g ey e g

Villagers
Shop keepers

The shop keepers buy their

B o e

there are two big con-

These shops supply the

T R
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— Table 5

*
Occupations of Shimulia Muslims

Occupations Number
1. Agriculture 160
2. Wage Labor 78
3. Mill Worker 75
4, Carpenter 21
5. Contractor 2
6. Sub-contractor 4
7. Business** 10
8. Cloth Trading 17
9. Trading 4e
10. Electrician 1
11. Masomn 7
19, Exrinter 9
13. Mill Mechanic 4
14. Teacher : 4
, 15. Vegetable Vendor 1
4 16. Vegetable Grower i
17. Petty Service 4
18. Service 15
19. High Ranking Official 1
20. Deed Writer 4
21. Lumber Trader 5}
2. Pirali**#* 1
23. Milkman 2
24, Homeopath Doctor i
25 R Grocer 4
26. Rikshaw Driver 4
27. Cattle Trader 1
28. Land Broker . 2
29. Fertilizer Dealer 1
30. Mosque Imam ]
31. Policeman 1
32. Village Watchman 1
33. Servant 1
< 34, Maid Servant 1
' 35. Kabfraj*#**% i e 1 il
_ Total i : 447 a
Male occupations only, except fbr number 34. %
Business is defined by high amoqnt of capital, where a trade
is defined as small capital. X
A religious person with followers
****Local healer
e
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— The fertilizer dealer is an important person in the village,
since intensive cultivation calls for chemical fertilizers. With
< T it, we find the development of black market associated with fertilizer.
During sowing and weeding times, many villagers buy this commodity on
the black market. Land brokerage has become a source of income for
some villagers, although officially only one person is involved in
this occupation. As urban people are buying more land in the village,
land brokerage is becoming important for the brokers who get commissions
(dalali).

Education is considered to be an important means of obtaining jobs
in the city. There are 15 service holders in the village (clerk, etc.)
working mostly for government organizations. These jobs are coveted
as they guarantee a regular cash income. 1If a person has land in addi-
tion, he can be prosperous. In fact, most of the job holders in the
village come from the big farmer class. The jobs also guarantee a

regular salary.

Sources of Income

In short, the Shimulia economy shows that the villagers have
diverse sources of income. Despite this, agriculture is still the
single most dominant occupation (35.79% of working males). On the
other hand, 43.62% of the working males in the village derive their

livelihood either partly or fully from the non-village cash economy.
There are fB day laborers, 80% of whom were non-agricultural wage-
workers mostly working outside the village in Demra, Sarulia Bazar,
and Dhakﬁ for a daily wage.

The introduction of modern inputs in agriculture and the proximity

of the village to the industrial belt and Dhaka city have various
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impacts on the village economy. Introduction of modern inputs has
“increased the productivity by 716.65 percent. The industrial belt
and the proximity of Dhaka city have created labor shortages for

Shimulia as the local laborers are attracted to work in the nearby mills

and as wage laborers outside the village. The rich farmers of Shimulia

employ evicted destitute laborers coming from different dist%icts of
Bangladesh. They also employ seasonal migrant laborers to work in

their fields. These laborers are cheap, and are free from kinship
obligations. This outflow of labor from the village and inflow of non-

local cheap labor in agriculture pinpoints the contradictory nature

of the village habitat and the economy (for details see Chapter V).

Education

Modern education is recognized by the villagers as an important
avenue to success and many people do indeed have successful careers
because they are educated. Village literacy data show that 28.78%15
of the Muslim population of the village is literate. However, the male
literacy rate is more than double the female rate (see Table 6). More-

over, some patrilineages have exceptionally high literacy rates, whereas

others are significantly below the norm (see Gaggh{ H&I)

LSIn Bangladesh the overall literacy rate is 22% according to the 1974
census. Literacy is defined here as having four years or more of
schooling. 1In the 1974 Census of Bangladesh a literate person is
defined as a person who can read and write a simple letter in any
language. Using this as a base, I have found in the village that a
person who has read up to grade three can read and write a simple
letter. Also, please note that I have included the "baby class"
which makes the actual number of years of school four.
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Table 6

Pgee SR T e _ Muslim Population and Literacy by Sex

Patrilineage Male literate Female literate Male Female

(Gosthi) (total Population) (total population) 4 %
A 3 (8) - (6) 37.50 0
B 22 (45) 3 (29) 48.89 10.34
& 9 (22) - (9) 40.91 0
D 32 (64) 4 (54) 50.00 7.44
E 27 (79) S (77) 34.18 6.49
F 7 (36) 3 (30) 19.44 10.00
G 5 (X5) : 2 413) 33:33 15,38
H 7 (43) ' 6 (42) 16.28  14.29
I 17 €112) 3 (101) 1518 2.97
J 9 (19) 7 (18) 4737 38,89
K 16 (41) 5 (38) 39.02 13516
L 2 (10) 1 ( 8) 20.00 12.50
M LA (33) 4 (18) L .
N 2. (=9) T (5 8) 22.22 1250
0 73 (158) 30 (119) e e P
P 17 (40) 7 (32) 42.50 28,87
Q 5 (18) 1. (A7) 28.78 5.88
R 9 (18) 5 (14) 50.00 35271
S 17 (46) 4 (43) 36.96 9.30
m 59 (95) 31 (78) 62.11 39.74
U 17..(31}) 4 (37) 54.84 10.81
\Y 3 (4) —= 4 75.00 0

126 (795) 39.64% 15.85%

Total 375 (946)

b
There are 335 students who attend primary school1 , secondary

school17 and collegela. Of them 136 boys and 106 girls attend the

l6In Bangladesh a child enters primary school at age 5+. Primary schools
have 5 grades. In additionm, there is an unofficial grade prior to
entering grade I. Generally, a primary pupil will spend a year in the
"baby class" which is an irregular class.

17A student enters secondary or high school at grade VI. High school educati
continues to grade X. At grade X a student appears for the Secomndary School
Certificate (SSC) conducted by centralized boards. A high school graduate
mens a SSC pass.

18After passing the SSC examination, a student enters college with a more

specialized focus (such as Arts, Science, Commerce) for a period of two
years. At the conclusion of the two year period, the student takes the
Higher Secondary Certificate Examination (HSC) conducted by centralized
boards. After getting the HSC, the student goes for his Bachelors
degree (B.A., B.Sc., B. Com., etc).
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village primary school which was established in 1935. There are 66
Eﬁ? boys and 16 girls attending the high school. Of the secondary
X | - ;;;;;;;;f;;;#;;;;;ity go to the village high school Which was estab-
lished in 1973. A few boys attend the high school run by a well-estab-
1ished mill which is two miles to the northeast of the village. The
education standard of the mill high school is considered to be higher
than the village high school. The guardians who take the utmost care
for education of their children generally send their sons to the mill
high school. 1In contrast, all the girls attending secondary school
attend the village high school. Recognition of the importance of
women's education is only beginning. Previously, the villagers gave
littte attention tO female education, and the only education they con-
sidered of any value was religious education -- to enable a girl to
perform religious rituais such as reciting the prayers "namaj' (from
Persian meaning prayer), and reading the Koran. In fact, for girls,
religious education was the most important qualification for a pros-
pective marriage. Often [ was told "so and so (woman) can only read
the Koran' in response to my question on the education levels of women.
So, until recently, the villagers considered a basic knowledge
of Bengali (reading and writing) with a capability to read the Koran
as sufficient for girls. Now this notion has begun O change and a
few villagers have educated their daughters upto the high school level.
There are 16 girls who are now attending the village high school.
Higher education for girls now serves some practical purpose. For
example, the girls with relatively high education stand a better
chance of getting an educated bridegroom. And if a girl can be married

l 0N
! D to an educated husband, the status of the family is upgraded and con-

nections in the urban area are often made stronger.
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The villagers are very interested in sending their somns to
college. There are three boys prepafiﬁéggor ﬁgéif ﬁééﬁéigf'siaég;ée
and eight for the Intermediate degree at colleges in Dhaka city. These
students commute daily by bus. There are fcur persons with bachelor's
degrees all of whom hold good jobs in Dhaka city. One villager with
an M.A. is a high ranking government official. Another villager has
been privately enrolled as an M.A. student at one of the university
colleges in Dﬁaka city, There are 41 high school graduates who currently
hold good positions. Most of them are working as petty clerks and ele-
mentary school teachers while some are involved in trade and business.
The bride of the M.A. degree holder is a graduate who is highly esteemed
in the village. Six women are respected becaﬁse of their education. One
high school graduate who is the wife of an elementary school teacher has
been nominated as a member of the Union Parigad. Education is now an
important factor in the village.

In addition to the recognition of modern education, the villagers
still esteem religious education so that their children are capable of
performing prayers (Eégéi) and other crisis rituals, and are able to
read the Koran. The two mosques in the village are used as maktab (schools
for religious education).with the two Imams acting as teachers. The

villagers still consider it especially meritorious to provide a religious

education for their sons and daughters.

Beliefs and Practices among the Muslims of Shimulia

All the Muslims of Shimulia belong to the Sunni section of Islam.
Many villagers say their prayers five times a day as prescribed by the

Koran. Women are more observant than men in this regard. The young and

il i R ———— e



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

the educated are less particular in the observance of religious rituals

~rhan the old-peopler —————

In the yearly ritual cycle, the Muslims of Shimulia follow the
Islamic lunar calendar. The first significant religious occasion among

the Muslims of Shimulia starts with sabe-barat (lailat-al-barra or the

night of deliverance) which is held in the middle of saban (eighth month)
of the Islamic calendar. Muslims believe that on that particular night
Allah distributes one's fate for the coming year. In view of this,
most of the old people of Shimulia observe a fast (Eﬁig) an& of fer a
special prayer by staying up late at night.

Fifteen days after the sabe-barat, the month of Ramjgn (Ramadan)
(9th month) begins. This is considered to be the most significant month
among the Muslims. It is also considered to be the holiest month in
the lslamic calendar. It is obligatory for all adult Muslims to fast
for 30 days but, as already noted, in Shimulia only the older people are
particular about fasting. Ritual activities among the Muslims increase
during this month as the people believe that it is very meritorlous to
involve oneself in religious observances and rituals. The conclusion
of Ramjan is marked by a festival called Id-ul-Fitr. A special
prayer is held in the morning and it is attended by almost all the males
of the village. Also, a special feast is arranged in both the rich and
PEO£ families. Families in Shimulia irrespective of thelir economic
c;ndition try to observe this occasion lavishly. Childrén are given
new clothes even if money must be bor&owed. Further, the well-to-do
have to pay Eéhég (alms-tax) to the poor as prescribed by Islam.

The last significant religious occasion in the yearly ritual cycle

among the Muslims of Shimulla is the Id-ul-Azha. Id-ul-Azha comes two
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ﬁé? months after Id-ul-Fitr , the former being celebrated on the tenth
__néfi_OE j%l?ng(zigﬁ moFth) ofJth Islamic‘cglendar. A special prayer

in the morning marks the occasion in Shimulia. This is followed by
the ritual slaughter (korbani) of animals like cows and goats. The
origin of this occasion is the re-enactment of the sacrifice of Ismail
by his father, Ibrahim; i.e., the Muslim version of the 01d Testament
story. The sacrifice of cows carries prestige if the animal is
costly. In fact, this sacrifice is evaluated in terms of social
prestige rather than religious content. For example, the villagers
openly discuss who bought what animal and at what price. This remains

§ a topic of discussion in the v%llage for duiféuh period of time.

‘Besides the yearly rituals, the villagers obserwe crisis rituals
by performing a Eiléﬁ- A Eilég is a celebration of the birth of the
prophet Muhammad. But the people of Shimulia observe Eiléi on various
occasions like birth, death, recovery.from sickness, passing an examina-
tion, construction of a new house, etc.

Religious practices in Shimulia are syncretic. The local villagers
entertain a blend of proper Islamic and popular local beliefs. Personal
or community crises strengthen villagers concern with the unknown, and
with spirits, ghosts and jins. Although the old generation still
retains these beliefs, the young and educated no longer share such

ritualistic persuasions.

Shimulia and Local Government

The Union Parisad (literally assembly, organization/society) is
the institution of local government in rural Bangladesh. This is a

im) formal political institution at the local le&el. Shimulia is under

the Matuail Union Parisad. The purpose of the local government is
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to maintain law and order at the local level through an elected body.

In addition, it has been entrumted with the responsibility of looking

after roads, bridges, health, sanitation, etc. Tt is also charged
with the responsibility to initiate and implement development projects.
Further, it 1s the organization through which relief materials are
distributed. In this section, I will discuss directly the local govern-
ment institution of Shimulia from an historical perspective. Also, 1
will discuss Shimulia's local government and its relationship with the
{nformal social control mechanism such as Eéilié'(literally arbitrator)
and Eﬂ@él (supra-kinship organization). Finally, I will discuss briefly
its relationship to power and politics in the village.

little is known about the local government of Shimulia before
rhe beginning of the rwentieth century. But we know a little about
rhe Chowkidari Panchayat Act of 1871 and its operation. The Chowkidari
panchayat Act of 1871 was the first formal political institution at a
local level established by the British administration in Bengal. This
Act provided that the District Magistrate would appoint 4 panchayat
consisting of five members. One of the basic functions of the panchayat
was to maintain law and order through a ShgwkidSE or a village watchman.

Also, villagers used to pay a tax known as the chowkidari tax for

maintaining the village watchman. I could not learn how many members
were selected from Shimulia at any one time to be on the Rgnchazat.
llowever, [ gathered that members of the Eanchggat came from the wealthy
Hindu mahaisya families of the village. No Shimulia Muslims weré

appointed to the Eanchgzat by the District Magistrate.
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The next stage in 1919 was the replacement of the Chowkidari
Pa;chazat hz_fhgﬂUygggrBoard. _“Tﬁis Acg'bymgggyiding_;bgc,two-thirds
of the members of the Union Board be elected by the villagers and one-
third nominated by the government, introduced democratic elements into
local government. Nevertheless, there was no change in the composition
of the village representation. From 1919-1935, five members were elected
from Shimulia coming from Hindu mahisya families. In addition, in
1935, one mahisya was elected president of the Matuail Union Board. The
formal entry of Muslims into local government occurred in 1935 when a

member from the wealthy Shoud gosthi (§9§£E§_I) was nominated to the
Union Board. . e h

From 1935-to 1956 three local government elections (1942, 1946, and
1956) were held with popular participacion by both Muslims and Hindus.
In the 1942 elections, two Muslims were elected. In 1946, two members
belonging to two Muslim factions were alected. One was a Hindu from
a mahisya family. Hindu representation in the local government continued
until 1965, after that, the Hindu dominance dissipated because of the
riot of 1964.

In 1959, Ayub Khan who was then President of Pakistan introduced
a new syst;m known as Basic Democracy and the name of the local governing
body was changed from Union Board to Union Council. The Union Councils
were much more powerful than the previous Union Boards. Besides being
the members of the local government, members of the Union Councils

served as the electoral college for the president as well as members of

the provincial and national assemblies in complete alignment with Pakista

state. In Shimulia, two members were elected to the Union Council in
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1960. One was 2 mahisya cggi Hindu. The last Basic Democracy elec—

i§_,_,;_ Aﬁ_,-@_Linn,tnok,placewin,19&5._ This election was significant as there was

a change in the traditional power structure of the village. First,

the dominance of the wealthy Hindus was eliminated. Second, there

was a challenge to the leadership of the wealthy Shoud uBg;hT (GB§§hE TY.

The third Basic Democracy election was scheduled in 1968, but it was

delayed because of the mass movement against President Ayub Khan. As

a result there was 1o local government election until 1973.

Soon after the birth of Bangladesh, the Union Councils were

transformed into relief committees; members and chairmen were nominated

by the ruling Awami League. In 1973, the local governingbody was

named the Union Parisad and accordingly, an election was held. Unlike

the Basic Democracy system, the Union Parisad election was based on

universal adult franchise, and the chairman, vice-chairman, and members

were all elected. In the 1973 electiom, the constituency of Shimulia

- was changed; it became part of the Sarulia Bazar constituency, inhabited

by non-local mill workers. Because the number of village voters was

less than the labor voters of Sarulia Bazar, Shimulia's representation

in local government was diminishted.

ot ' The last election of the Union Parisad was held in early 1977.

This time the village factions also nominated candidates, but none

Al

of the candidates from Shimulia were returned in the election. However,

a woman from Shimulia was aominated to the Union Parigad by virtue of

the women's quota in the local government.

a lost 1its hold in the local government for the

Although Shimuli

first time, there wa

g little or no change in the organization of the
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k%} power structure of the village.

4 ) i = Next in the organizationalltaxomw of ,Shimuli;;-we have theff,_a__m_é—_'t— —————— -
and the §é;i§'. §ggéi {n.the village is a social grouping based on
supra kinship ties with a strong political bond. In a EEEéi. there are
two Oor more leaders who make important decisions regarding social and

political issues. Also, the leaders are responsible for maintaining

order in their respective samaj
The village sali€ is an informa 1l body of arbitration consisting

of samﬁj leaders as well as members of the local government institutions.

The members of the local governing bodies generally act as superordinate

members of a salig. Members of the local governing bodies intervene

onlv when conflicts become complex.

Develogment Projects

Shimulia is under two active government developmental agencies -~

the Integrated Rural Development Programmes (IRDP)19 and the Zero

Population Growth (ZPC)20 Program. Two programs (IRDP +and ZPG) have

attempted TO promote economic and human development and are comple—
mentary in nature. 7PG will not be successful unless material and

human aspects are improved, hence IRDP has plans to create institutional

PN

e ——

lgIntegtated Rural Development Programme (IRDP) was introduced by the

. pakistan Government in 1970 in cooperation with the Comilla Academy fo

Rural Development. This program continued to operate after the inde-
pendence of Bangladesh. It aims at creating an institutional infra-
structure for effective utilization of resources - both human and
material. For details see Abu Abdullah, Mosharaf Hossain and Richard

Nations 1976.

2
"OZPG aims at achieving {ts targets by the end of 1980. The targets ar!

_ Permanent sterilization 40%
) a. ligation - 20%
o b. vasectomy -~ 20%

Oral pills 40%

Other methods : 20%

100%
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change. I1ikewise, IRDP has little relevance if it does not look at

the amelioration of living conditions through family planning. IRDP

planning into | {ts programs. (See note 20)
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The ZPG has an ambitious plan to achieve zero population growth
in the area by the end of 1980. The project has launched a vigorous
campaign to reduce population growth not only through regular family
planning methods, but also through constant efforts to convince the
populace of the importance of family planning. The family planning
agency has employed two villagers — a man and a woman - tO work in
this capacity. The ZPG also tries to attract individuals for permanent
. sterilization by offering monetary benefits. 1t seems that the plan
of ZPG is too ambitious to be successful within a short period of time.
In spite of this, it will continue to transmit knowledge about populacion
problems and their effects. Moreover, the ZPG authority has decided
to set Qp a maternity clinic in the village. This will certainly have
far reaching effects on child mortality rates. Also it 1s very likely
that the village women will learn more about child care, health, and
taking care of themselves.

The Integrated Rural Development Program has been sponsoring the
women's cooperative organization in the village. IRDP aims to institu-
tionalize change in the rural areas of Bangladesh through the introduc=
tion of cooperatives. The First Five Year Plan (1973-74 to 1977-78)
of Bangladesh incorporated the IRDP's pilot project in population
planning and rural women's cooperatives to combat the low acceptance
of family planning in terms of motivation, acceptance, and use. To

achieve this objective, the program works on the assumption that the

(~J economic independence of women will result in control over their
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Qék reproductive behavior (Feldman 1980:28) and hence improve human condi-
e Bt  tions. With this end in view, the Shimulia Womer's Cooperative Soclety
2 | has been formed under the sponsorship of IRﬁP.

The Women's Cooperative Society was formed in April 1977 at the
initiative of two village women = one is the wife (high school graduate)
of the primary school teacher. She is also the nominated member of the
Union Parigad. The other woman is a Hindu who is also a high school
graduate. The former is the president and the latter is the secretary
of the organization.

The cooperative aims at achieving the f allowing:

'S 1. to introduce cottage i{ndustries, like sewing. In this .
respect, the IRDP has the responsibility of teaching the women of
the village this craft.

2. introduction of better breeds of poultrTy,

3. cultivation of improved quality vegetables,

4,  practlce of family planning.

When the Women's Cooperative Soclety was established, the women of
the village were gnthusiastic. They thought that it was a means to
obtain licenses of dif ferent kinds to obtain raw materials which they
would be able to sell in the black market. (In the past some villagers
obtained some licenses by forming a weavers' association). However,
the memberslfouﬁd that the objectives of the organization were different
from what thef;expected. The organization lost a considerable number

of members, so that at present it has only 23 members, down from roughly

90. Despite this initial set back, the organization has continued.
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It is hoped that it will play an important role in transmitting modern

_ knowledge and skills.

In the next chapter I will analyze the social organization of

the village with specific focus on gogghf pahsh (lineage), status designa-

tions (khandgn), family, marriage and supra-kinship organization like

- samaj. Also, specific focus will be given to changing kinship rela-

tionships in the yillage.

Summary

This chapter provides the ecological and social background of
Shimulia village. It is s.itu'ated very close to Dhaka city, with the
industrial belt providing work for the villagers. Also, it belongs
to the Dhaka-Narayanganj-Demra (DND) irrigation project which trans-
formed agricultural patterns to intensive wet rice cultivation since
its inauguration in 1968. Before its inauguration, floods were a common
feature during the rainy season which limited farmers to one main crop
a year. The intensive wet-rice cultivation boosted the productivity
of the land by over 200%. Ths history of Shimulia revealed that it
was formed from the silt of a river. Also, historically, the village
had been the home of the traditional jgmdgniiindustry and the Muslim
population of the village was associated with it. 1In the past, Shimulia
had a Muslim majority, but the Hindu population controlled 60% of the

village land. The communal riot of 1964 resulted in the dissipation

of Hindu dominance. At the same time, a group of non-local people
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who work in Dhaka city came into the village and sett;ed in the western

part of the viilage known as nmatum para. —Im the early 1960s, we see
the dual development of enéerprising Muslim farmers and a cash economy,

aided by the inflow of urban investment in 1und; Literacy of the village

is low (28%), but education is considered to be important and will con-

tinue to be so. The chapter also discussed beliefs and practices, the

development of local government, and developmental activities.
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Chapter TI1IE

e

SOCIAL ORGANTIZATIOR TN SHIMULIA

Socilal orggnization in Shimulia 1ike elsewherec in Bangladesh
is based primarily om kinship ties. GBsghi or Eﬂﬁéﬁ (1ineage) .
Qé;i (homestead), Earibﬁr (family) and status designations, especially
khandan and gggéi, are the pnincipal units of Shimulia gocial organi-
zaﬁion. In this chapter 1 will examine the structure of these units
as well as their specific applicatibns {n Shimulia. In order tO
comprehend the process of change that has been generated in Shimulia
agrarian structure, it is pertinent to understand the basic units of
social structure -~ kinship organization and its tra;sformation.
Little work has been done on Bengali Muslim kinship systems.
Hara (1967), who gtudied the Muglim family and kinship in & village in
the district of Chittagong in Bang ladesh, points out that Muslim kin-
ship in Bangladesh (then East Pakistan) is loosely organized with
no tightly united group of agnatic kin. He maintains that "The shape-
1essness of the kinship system, the very characteristics of Gohira
kinship, also could be the typical features of Muslim gociety' (Hara
1967: 213). Although Hara's observation is vague, it convevs not
only the unique characteristics of Bangladesh Muslim kinship, but
aléo the lack of explicit rigid rules of organization. gimi lar

data are presented by Bertocci (1968); Wood (1976), Arens and

54
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Van Beurden (1977); Lindembaum (1978) and Jahngir (1979)."

_Eneag;:—ﬁsﬁggteaa, Family, and Status Designations

The main units of Bengali Muslim kinship system are Essghi (bahsa)
"l1ineage", bari "homestead"; paribar "family", khandan ete.) '"status

designation". In order to comprehend the Bengali Muslim kinship system,
we must understand those terms which vary significantly from the same
terms as used by Hindus.2 I will first describe the general meanings of

these four terms and then supply data on the actual kin groups of Shimulia.

lThe literature on kinship among the Muslims and Hindus of Bengal shows
both similarities and differences. Although there are very few studies
done on Muslim kinship in South Asia, those which exist show both im-
plicitly and explicitly that Muslim kinship is different from Hindu
kinship (see Eglar 1969; Ahmad 1970; Alavi 1971, 1972). Inden (1975 ),
Fruzetti and Ostor (1976), and Inden and Nicholas (1977) have applied
the cultural model used by Schneider (1968) to study Bangali kinship.
All noted the existence of explicit rigid rules or "codes for conduct"
with regard to Bengalil Hindu kinship. However, there are no explicit
rigid rules with regard to the kinship system of Muslims of Bangladesh.
Although there are some common terms of kinship shared by both Hindus
and Muslims, these have different cultural meanings.

2The Hindus of Bengal mainly use the kinshlp categories gotra, kul and
bansa or gagghi. Of the four terms, the Muslims of Bengal use the
latter three terms. But the terms kul, bahSa and gogthi have different
connotations. For a Hindu a gotra is a clan, and gotra affiliation

is important particularly with regard to marriage because of rules

of clan (gatra) exogamy. Kul among Bengali Hindus refers to a lineage
of considerable depth. A kul is known by the padabi (surname) of its
bij-purug (seed male) or apical ancestor , and includes all the male
descendants of a common ancestral male, referred to as seed-male. While
the seed-male of a gotra is a god-like being 1living in heaven, the
seed-male of kula is a human being who lived in the past and is remembered.
A banda is a localized segment of a larger Egl which recognizes the
apical seed-male, but counts its descent from more immediate ancestors.
For example, a new banda can be established at different generational
depth (for details see Klass 1966; Inden 1975; Davis 1976; Inden and
Nicholas 1977). A gogthi for Hindus is a localized segment of a bahsa.
Unlike the Hindu kinship system, kul for Muslims refers to a status
designation (see Note 10). Also, Muslims do not differentiate between

. the two concepts gogghi or bahda; in fact, they use these terms inter—

changeably.
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s Lineage
g e A gSsEh§3'diE£ﬂéEiﬁEﬁiﬁEIIE‘HEESEEs'E"IBEEIiEéH'ﬁétfflinéagé.”"

The term gagghf came from Sanskrit, meaning an assembly, family connec-—
rioas, relations and kindred. Eéhéi derives from the Sanskrit word
vamsa which carries implications of blood-relatedness, whereas ngEhi
carries greater implications of affinal connections with less direct
emphasis on the patrilineage. Although the literal meanings of these
concepts are different, they carry the same meaning for patrilineages

among the Muslims of Shimulia, as well as the Muslims of Bangladesh,

A gasghi oar baRfa in Shimulia is a group of people who are agnati-

cally_related to each other. In this discussion, I will use the term

gEs;h&Zasboth gas;hi and banéa to carry the same meaning. They generally

share a common residential locus which Ls known as Eé;i, A gas;hf may

have two or more Eézi'dependlng on the size of the ng;hz (see Table 7).
Ideally, a gasthz in Shimulia is patrilineal, but in reality the

jmportance of affinal and matrilateral relationships is observable

(see also Bertocci 1970; Islam 1974). Therefore, I am using the patri-

lineal nomenclature in a modified form in the Shimulia situation., For

example, some Eéii have families which are not agnatically related.

There are some cases of 3335_1:_:3_(52353 house; 15251 son-in-law) .

A EE&E‘iéEéi is a person who takes up residence at his wife's lineage

after hié_marriage. ‘Here I am using the term ghar jamﬁtzafhﬁrthan

3Arens and Van Beurden (1977) _make a distinction between a bahda and a
gosthi. According to them gosthi are mnot necessarily tied by kinship
relations. They show, for example, that being good neighbors, mutual
aid, progessional ties, marriage ties and even a faction 1is identical

; with a gogthi. I suspect that such a misrepresentative definition may

£ ) possibly be the result of a confusion with certain categories which the
villagers use in their everyday parlance. Data from Shimulia show that
the people use these two terms interchangeably (for details see Arens

and Van Beurden, PP 89-93).
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o the congept of uxorilocal as this concept does not apply in the Shimulia

B L ruation. Uxorilocality refers to matrilocal residence, but in
E si sl MY S—" 5 S

Shimulia there are no cultural rules for matrilocal residence. Rather

ghar iéggi occurs in exceptional gituations when a person does not have
a male heir. In such cases a ghgz.iéggi looks after the property of

his wife unless he has been legally transferred properéy by his wife's
father. (Génerally, ghar jamai's children inherit property.) Aside
from the incidence of EEEE.jéﬂéi’ the affine becomgs significant if

the affine carries higher status. This will be elaborated under the
rubric -of marriage infrastructure.

b & Ideally, mehbers of a gasghz by virtue of their agnatic connec—
tiohs have a great deal of gsolidarity. Villagers idealize gun EBsthi
relationships and often say that gasthi solidarity was stronger in
the past, referring to the present weak solidarity among agnatic kin.
It was mentimed already that the Muslim kinship organization is
loose compared to Hindu kinship aganization with respect to agnatic
kin. The increased differentiation following the development of a
market economy has created a fissure 1In kinship ties which shows an
indication of weakened gosthi solidarity and development of class

*r , relationships in Shimulia
A gasghi in Shimulia is not a corporate Broup. Ethnographies
on the Mpslims of Bangladesh have also noted this (see Hara 1967;
Bertocci 1970; Wood 1976; Arens and Van Beurden 1977; Jahangir 1979).
As a result, a family (Earibzr, see below) in a gSSthi is an
independent economic unit and to a limited sense, a status group.

Mbreover, the socio-economic conditions of families belonging to

e e

s
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a single ga§§h{ vary widely. In most cases, it has been observed

‘that a single gaaigi has both wealthy and poor families. This is due

to the non-corporate structure of gaeghi orgaﬁ&éaéion where in&ividu;i
ownership is present and therefore economic differentiation amcog
members of the gEs;hI exists. Economic change has further accentuated
this differentiation among the members of the gasghf. As a result,
economic obligations between rich and poor families are less evident.
The rich families of a ng;hI do not feel obligated to help economically
distressed families. Also, on social occasions like weddings, Eid,
milad,etc., members of rich families do not participate actively with
poor families belonging to the same gagthi. These non-corporate
characteristics of Shimulia gasghf organization lead to affiliation
that is not exclusively along agnatic lines. Rather affines and
friends are important, too, so that some features of bilateral descent
are noticeable in Shimulia gEsEhI organization. In Shimulia, the
imporrance_of affinal kin is recognized increasingly if the said kin
are wealthy, educated and khgndgni2 making it a bilateral rather than
true patrilineal descent. In the following I will show some examples
of the patterns of agnatic ties and their recent changes follcwing

the changes in agrarian structure, particularly during the 60s.

For example, in gEs;hI M. Akram Khan and his brothers maintain
very close ties as all of them are very wealthy, whereas they main-
tain little or no ties with their FaBrSo, Nannu Khan (see chapter IV
gSs;h{ M) who 1s poor, ;whing only 0.45 acres of land. Similarly,

Abdul Majid of gagihf S, who 1is one of the wealthiest persons in

the village, maintains close relations with the wealthy members of
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his gaggﬂi such as with his brother Saiful Haque and his FaBrSo

Khair Ali (see Chapter IV, gggihi S). When a gasghi has few wealthy

gf " nembers, the wealthy members tend to develop friendships with wealthy

individuals of different gEsEhE. For example, Abdul Majid of Héiiﬂi S
is a close friend of Arifuddin Mia of gosthi B, one of the wealthiest
persons of the village. These ties later developed into a business
partnership and political alliance.

In contrast, if most of the families of the gasghi are economically
well off, kin relationships are often very close, This is observable
particularly in gEsEhi J, M, R, T (see Chapter IV). On the other hand,
poverty leads to a;lqosening of ties so that in gas;h{ I (see Chapter 1V)
which is one of the poorest of the village, kindred relationships do
not go beyond the second generation. Socio-economic obligations among
the members of this gasEhI are minimal.

In line with the non-corporate nature of Shimulia g5§£h§ organiza-
tion, there are no obligatory rules such as endogamous marriages to
keep the landed property within the patrilineage as has been found
among other South Asian Muslims (see Lnaayatullah 1956; Eglar 1960; Barth
1960; Honigman 1960; Ahmad 197035 Alavi 1971, 1973). I have found that
'Shimulai villagers bought and sold land without any constraints on

= 4 the part of the members of their natal gosthi.

Gesthi Identification

There are twenty-two gosthi in Shimulia. The gosthi are not
readily identifiable by an outsider as gosthi do not have '"caste names"
as inithe case of Hindus or uniform patronymic titles. Out of 22

ngghI only 10 have patronymic titles. The other 12 osthi are
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—~ identified by various names, such as by the location of the patrilocal

residence, or by the names of prominent members of the ngEhI. In

k" spite of unclear nomenclatures, villagers could readily identify the
gGsEhI membership of village inhabitants. (For convenience, in the
present discussion I have identified each gasthi by a capital letter

A... V.)

gﬁa;h? Patronyms

There are no rigid rules for using patronymic titles for gasghi
in Shimulia, and most gagghz do not have a patronymic title. However,
ten do have uniform patronymic titles; these are: one Shoud, two Khan,

l\ three Bhuiyan, one Khandakar, one Munshi{, and two Bepari. The title
Eﬂggé comes from the Bengali word meaning merchant. Only one gosthi
uses this title, and then only members aged 50 or more. Younger members,
particularly those who are educated, do not use this title consistently.
The genealogical data of the 22 gasghf show that members of several
ng;hI use the shoud title at a certain point in their life when its
members were asscociated with jﬁmadﬁni manufacturing. The shoud title
is associated with jamdgni manufacturing as that particular ng;hI owned
a big jgmdani factory in the wvillage.

A( The title Khan came from Persian, and means master or ruler. In
Shimulia, there are two gasthi (ngthI M and N) which consistently use
this title. The title Bhuyian from Bengali bhumi refers to land or
ground. This title is historically associated with the famous "baro
bhuyia" or the twelve Bhuyian families of pre-Mughal and early Mughal

times of. Bengal (Wise 1974; quoted from Bertocci 1972). In Shimulia
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there are three Bhuyian gogghi and two g0 gghi (D and E) use this title

nsis:ently,_uhile_rhe ‘members of the third Bhuyian g g;hi rarely use

it. One of the wealthy members of this gog;hi does not use this rtitle.
He prefers the Munshi title. The title Munshi is derived from Arabic
which refers to clerk. 1In Shimulia and in Bangladesh it is a patronym
associated with religious education. In Shimulia, only one segment of
gasthi 0 uses th%s patronym (Munshi Eé;i). The other two segments

use different tiﬁles. One segment consistently uses the title Mia
(from Persian, honor) and the members of the other segment use Shoud,
Mia, or no ticle at all.

The title Khandakar derives from the Persian Khawandgar "circum-—
cisor‘of Muslim boys'". Contrary to the meaning, people with this
patronym played an important role in spreading Islam in Bengal (James
Wise 1903: 28-29, from Bertocci 1970; 39). This patronymic fmplies
high social status throughout Bengal. At present, this tiLlé dvues not

imply honor in Shimulia. The members of Khandakar Lobphi (bosghl L

see Chapter IV) are in general poor and the members of the present

generation do not use the title Khandakar because of their poverty.

The title Bepari from Bengali refers to petty trade. There are two
gsgghi in Shimulia which use this patronym, but young and educated

members do not use it. Most of the time they use either Mia or go

without any patronym.

We can conclude that the use of patronymic titles is not an

important feature of gagghi organization in Shimulia. This is probably

true all over Bangladesh. (I will discuss patronymic titles and their

association with status designations in a later section.) Neither

are there rigid rules regarding the use of the patronymic titles by
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gagghi members of Shimulia and an individual has considerable flexi-

bility in choosing a title.

}W Here is a case in which members of a gasghI belonging to five

generations took four different titles.

Shabuddin Mia's FaFaFa, Kabir Mullah (a person who has
religious education) (see Gagghi J) came from Mirpur,
now a suburb of Dhaka city and settled down here. Kabir
Mullah had one son, Atik Shoud who worked with his own
jamdeni loom; Atik Shoud had one son Atar Ali Munshi.

Atar Ali Munshi received some religious education for
which he either took or was known by the villagers as

Munshi. Members of the present generation use neither
Shoud, Mullah or Munshi; they use Mia.

From the above discussion, it is seen .that gasghi in Shimulia
4 is a Flexible unit and there are no rigid rules as to its structure.
Inden and Nicholas (1977) have given important hints regarding the
variant pattern of the Muslim kinship system, particularly with regard
te the gasghi concept prevalent among the Muslims of Bengal. They point

out:

There is another level, however, at which a significant
difference appears between Muslims and Hindus: this 1is
the level of the clan (kula). For Hindus, the clan is
unified by sharing the bodily substance of its common
seed-male (Hfja-guru§a). Muslims, by contrast, appear
to draw a fundamental distinction between the living and
the dead and to regard deceased ancestors as no longer
part of the same order as living persons. Whereas Hindus
< feed and worship their ancestors, Muslims do not. When
Hindus speak of kula they refer to the shared body rela-
tionship and the sharing code for conduct appropriate
for janati whether they are living or dead. For Muslims,
the sharing relationship of janati appears generally to
be thought of as terminated by death. Thus, Muslims do
not usually speak of their kula, but most commonly of

their vamsa or gosthi (1977: 99).

Inden and Nicholas have rightly pointed to some variant patterns

<:) of Bengali Muslim kinship. In contrast to the Hindu concept of Kula
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— (living and dead), Muslims make a distinction between the living and
4 -

the dead and they never put dead: ancestors in the same category as

i" ' living persons, whereas Hindus feed and worship their dead ancestors.
Therefore, there is a continuity in Hindu gatra and kula (Eija-puruga),
and the development of rigid rules with regard to kinship. The gSsthE

history of Shimulia reveals that continuity with the original gogthi

of the migrant segments of the gssgh{ which settled in Shimulia is absent;
ngthE members on%y vaguely remember their origins. Gagghi 0 illustrates
these facts. This gasghi has three segments; each segment is completely
independent of the others (see Chapter IV, GBsghi 0). Many members do

not know that they come from the same gasghi. Also, these segments

use different patronyms. These three segments of Gasghi 0 illustrate

the lack of continuity of gas;h{ in Shimulia. Therefore, prescriptive

rules with regard to the continuity of gotra, kula and banda are absent

in the Muslim ngthI organization.

Homes tead
The original etymology of baxi probably is ''water pot" representing

; . - : ;
a deity in worship. It is also a cognate of varika or vara which refers

to an enclosure (Sen 1971: 645). In Shimulia as well as throughout
e ' Bangladesh, a bEII refers to a physical entity where, in most cases,
members of a patrilineage live together. However, the term bszi is

polysemic. For examp le, frgquently people use gasthi or banda and bari

interchangeably to mean patrilineage. It all depends on the context.

&Sukuﬁar Sen's etymological dictionary of Bangali gives this definition.
It seems that a residential locus centesupon a deity., This may have
connections with the worship of bastu or bhita which is commonly performed

(J} by the Hindus belonging to a patrilocalﬁresidence. It seems that the
Muslims of Bengal use the same term'bazi as Hindus without knowing 1ts
ritual significance. Also, the Hindus consider their bayi as a ritual
K 2 place.
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BEEI also refers to the village. For example, when a villager poes

to an unknown place, people ask about his identity by asking "Where is

your bari?" In this context bagpi refers to his own village. Bari can
also refer to a family. Whenever a person asks someone to "come to my
Eéﬁi" he refers to his family. This use of Béiz is found throughout
Bangladesh. But even though EE{E carries different meanings, the primary
meaning is of a residential locus of a patrilineage.
The members of a gagthi generally share a common residential locus
. which is known as Eéii- The Eégi is composed of several families. Ideally,
Q,EEIE is the residential locus of a single gagthf. However, in Shimulia
e

there are some exceptions since some bapi have familics which are agnati-

cally unconnected to each other. For example, out of a total 22 555;h3,

Table 7).
The following factors are responsible for the development of such

_exceptional bari: (1) The village of shimulia was a river bed and the

village was formed recently as a consequence of silting. This has con-
tributed to the fact that half the present udsihT in Shimulia migrated
From outside (see village history). Such migration sometimes resulted
in the settlement of families belonging to diftcrent gsgghi in a single

bari. (2) The recent emigration of Hindus from Shimulia en masse to

India caused some bE;Z to become vacant. 'These were sold to Muslims
before the migration took place. The Muslim occupancy of the abandoned
Hindu bari in most cases did not follow the agnatic rules of gosthi

although some gEgEhI in Shimulia bought a few Hindu bgri and occupied

them entirely. (3) In a few cases demographic pressure forced members
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to take up new residences in abandoned Hindu Lari(s) along with members
o from other gdsghi. (4) Last, the occurrence of Ghar jamai marriages

~ uhich gave rise to bayl containing members of non-agnatic gogghi. Also,

in a few instances, bayi are the extensions of a single gosthi. Despite
such physical dislocations of gEsth{ members into different Eéii, the
members of the respective gasﬁhi seem to have participated with their
natal gagghi both during crises and on festive occasions like birth,
death, marriage and religious festivals. The extent of participation

by different members belonging toa scattered gagghi largely depends on
their economic status, and the closeness of the participant members in
relation to culturally defined kinship.

i Hence, E§£i in Shimulia is inhabited by several families which
may or'may not belong to the same ga§§h{. A Earibgr in a E§£i is an
independent unit. The residential quarters of the va;ious families
are situated on the edge of an EEEEE (courtyard). Any given_géii may
include a variety of housing types, ranging from thatched houses to

“.eoncrete buildings. Most families have a kitchen adjoining the resi-
dential quarters, preferably in the back. Also, each family has a few
fruit trees and a few patches of kitchen vegetable gardens, as most
families grow vegetables for domestic consumption. Almost every family
raises chickens and ducks, not for domestic consumption, but as an addi-
tional source of income.

Each family in a.EéEi is an independent economic unit. The resi-
dential quarters, trees, and vegetable gardens are the property of the
individual family. However, a Eé;i has some common property like a

tank(s), and a guest house (which is known locally as boithak khana,

(: literally, "sitting place"). Only in rare cases do individual families
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have their own boithak khana and tank(s). A tank5 in a bari is very

important because it is the locale for washing and béEhiHszas‘!ﬁll,

as fishing: it provides a substantial amount of fish for a héEi' How-
ever, wealthy persons raise fish in their own private tanks. Considerable
social prestige is attached to having a personal tank; this Is further
enhanced if they have constructed a concrete staircase called EEkE ghgtlﬁ
to facilitate washing and bathing.

In a Eégi, the dwelling houses surround a courtyard which is called
a‘gghég. Some EEEE may have more than one EEEEE' The uthan serves many
purposes, such as threshing and drying of the agricultural products, A
family in a Eé;i_may have one, two or more main dwelling houses depending
on the economic condition of that family. 1f a family is wealthy, it
will construct two or more houses facing the 35252. Adjoining them are
the kitchen and poultry shed. A cow shed is constructed at a little dis-
tance from the main dwelling houses. Commonly, they are built near the
guest house which is situated in the outer compound. Some wealthy
families have thelr own_gLEéﬂ in which living quarters surround the
HEEEE' The allocation of the dwellings may follow this rule: the
parents will be allotted the main dwelling and adult sons with their
wives may be allotted separate dwellings. In the case of poor families
who do not have the means to build an additional dwelling for the adult

of fspring, they usually put up a partition made out of bamboo or jute

SThe size of the tank in Shimulia varies. On an average, a tank ranges
between 0.5-0.20 acres. Generally a tank is filled in two ways: (1) the
water seeps naturally from the surrounding area, or (2) water is added
to the tank through rain water during the monsoon. Fish are introduced
into a tank in two ways: (1) fry of different kinds of fish are released
into the tank, and (2) before dams were constructed, the floods during
the monsoon brought in fish from the river.
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sticks inside the main house to give the sons' families a place of

their own.

Family (Paribar)

I have already mentioned that osthi in Shimulia are not corporate
groups. As a result, the families in a gasghf are each an independent
economic unit. The family is also the basic unit of kinship organiza-
tion and the basic productive-unit of the village.

The Bangali word for family is paribar; this term is polysemic.
For example, it can refer to one's wife or the aggregation of family
members depending upon the context. The concept of Earibar is expressed
through categories like cula (oven, hearth), Ehégé (eating group) and
gﬁgz (literally. house). The villagers determine the number of Earibar
by counting the Eﬂié (commensal unit) because the meal of a Earibar is
prepa:gd in a single Eglé.e Ghar (from sanskrit, Griha dwelling) is

'.:{giso used to refgr to a Earibgr and is understood to refer to the people
t.fii;ing in a givén'dwelling. Eﬁéﬂé is used to refer to Earibar and means
a commensal group.
The housing of families of Shimu Ha reflects social inequality, but
=*“there is no correlation with wealth and Eéii location. In fact, both
‘(’ = .-"“fich and poor may live within a Eéli- The economic condition of a
partiqular family can be told by looking at its housing conditions, as

houses range from concrete buildings to tin sheds or mud-walled and

6Islam (1974) in his work A Bangladesh Village: Conflict and Cohesion
makes a distinction between ghar, bari and paribar. For him ghar,
bEEI and paribar refer to nuclear family, extended family, and locallzed
patrilineage, respectively. In my opinion, this definition is confusing.
In Shimulia, both ghar and parib3ar are used interchangeably to refer to

(;x "~ a family. Moreover, I question Islam's use of paribar as a localized
patrilineage when the gosthi clearly refers to patrilineage. From Shimulia
data bari refers to a localized residential unit(s) of a ng;hi. Ahmed's
< (1973) definitions of these terms basically resemble mine (see Ahmed 1973).
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Table 7
e e ___.G'ggghi._ngp_oii;_im; ng.eno_lgswmﬂshm_dmwn
Number of Number_  Gos thi Total Land Total Population
Gosthi  Households of Barpi Ownership (acres) ~ per Gosghi

A 2 6.30 16
B 2 22.32 78
) 2 1.45 31
D 18 6 48.87 122
E 24 6 19.20 158
F 10 3 6.45 66
G 5 4 3.00 28
51 12 2 15.60 90

A
g 41 3 7.20 . 214
J 5 1 1380 42
K 1 3 8.81 82
i 4 il 2ol 18
M 4 1 22.05 67
N 2 it 6.00 19
=0 18 8 67.31 286
P 11 il 1071 77
Q 5] 1 B 35
R 3 3 15.80 35
S 13 4 19.45 94
3 T 23 5 52.15 197
K U 9 i 6.45 68
Vv i 1 Q.90 8
Total - 233 58 35811 1831

i_,“
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thatched hamlets. In Shimulia, there are 1l concrete buildings, most

one belonged to the former Hindu gamsta of the Bhagyakul Zamindari
estate and the other is the old mosque which was built by one of the
prominent members of the Shoud GEs;hﬁ.

The majority of the houses are made of mud. The houses belonging
to the rich are generally spacious with high ceilings and with* neatly
plastered walls. In contrast, the mud houses belonging to the poor have
low ceilings with little ventilation. Some houses of this kind are so
low that an adult must bend to enter. The roofs are either thatched or
made ?f palﬁ leaves. Some have tin roofs.

Most of the families in Shimulia have a kitchen adjoining the main
house, although many of the poor families do not have a proper kitchen,
instead they cook in the main house. Generally, kitchens are neither
spacious nor high ceilinged. The rootf is usually thatched and the walls
made of jute sticks, bamboo or dhuinca.7 A kitchen has several Eﬂlé
or cooking stoves. The villagers use wood, jute, dhuinca, hay, leaves
of trees and cow dung as fuel. Most of the Families also use the kitchen
as an eating place. Generally, men eat first sitting on the piri
(literally plank, low wooden stool) and the women serve the men. Children,
irrespective of sex, usually eat with the men. A few wealthy families
make separate eating arrangements for laborers and servants. A kitchen
among the Muslims of Shimulia is not a ritually clean place as it is

among Hindus. Anybody can enter a Muslim kitchen without polluting it.

7Dhuinca is a leguminous plant largely grown on newly formed alluvial
land. It grows with extraordinary rapidity and serves as fuel.




Dhaka University Institutional Repository

70

The cooking activities of families are subject to seasonal varia-

&
¢

B . 4;1nnsl;_EQ:_gxample,pdnxingﬁthefdry_season_(HovemberrEebruary),_cooking
activities are done in the open. During this period, women build
earthern Eﬁlé in the open close to the kitchen. This is the practice
of rich and poor alike. Women shift their cooking activities back to
the kitchen soon after the end of the dry season.

A few families have furniture in their houses. Poor families have
little to call their own; their only belongings are the bedding, a few
clay and aluminum utensils, big earthern jars to store food, some giké
(a container made out of rope) to store belongings which are suspended

“ from the ceiling. Rich families may have a considerable amount of furni-

ture which often follows urban designs. Their houses are furnished with
reclining chairs made out of either cane, wood, or synthetic materials,
wardrobes, show cases, dressers and fashionabhle cots. Families belonging
to the middle strata may have one or two EBEEiV(COLb), sume chairs,

—benches and a few ;;_}owkls (a small cot for bathing) and piris (pldnks

to sit on). Most of the families in Shimulia do not have cowkis, they

sleep on mats spread on the floor.

Types of Families

There are 253 Muslim families in Shimulia of which 76 are joint
and 177 are nuclear. All of them follow patrilineal descent rules.
For examp le, the property of a family is transferred from father to

sons, although daughters share propecrty in theory. This is due to

the influence of the Hindu Bangali and Assamese law of inheritance known

as daya bhag (Derrett 1957) which states that only sons will inherit

O | ]
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Table 8

Types of Families in Shimulia

Number of Average Size Number of Average Size Average

Nuclear of Nuclear Joint of Joint Family Total

Families Family Families Family Size Families
177 6.59 76 8.73 7.34 253
(70%) (30%) (100%)

because after the marriage of a daughter in Hindu kinship, she formally
bécomes a member of her husband's gotra. Also, a daughter normally

does not take her share of property to her husband's family. Rather,
she wants to keep her property with her brothers as an insurance against
trauble. Similar data have been found by McCarthy (1967) and Bertocci
(1970) in the district of Comilla. In Shimulia, apart from the good
relations economy molds the basis of a family as wealth is important in
maintaining kin relationships. In the following, I will discuss dif-

ferent types of families in Shimulia.

Nuclear Family

In Shimulia, the majority of the families are nuclear. A nuclear
family consists of father and mother with their children. The father

is the only breadwinner of the family. Sometimes this type of family

inclﬁdés a widowed mpther.' Economic considerations are the basis of

‘ .
the family types. If'we look at the development cycle of a family, it

starts with the formatiomn of a nuclear family, and the cycle culminates

with working married sons. In the following I will present a case of

a nuclear family in Shimulia.

71
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Family

Mandop Ali's
' Mandop Ali is the head of a small single family in Shimulia.
+hree—sons. His

At present;— .
wife is 25 and takes care of the household. Mandop Ali is a
He has three

landless laborer who works for a daily wage.
sons who are 8, 6 and 4 respectively. He cannot send his sons

to school because of his poverty. His eldest sons helps him
with household work. Within two or three years his eldest son
will start working, most probably as a servant in a rich

household.

Figure 1

A large quasi-nuclear family: However, there are 17 families

which are structured in a manner slightly different from the one

mentioned before. These families consist of parents with their

married and unmarried sons, daughters and a few relatives, along

with a few servants and maid servants. In some cases, this includes

a daughters husband (not uxorilocal). In fact, these units look like

joint families except that the head is the only breadwinner. I would
{-nuclear family. Following

1ike to call this type & large size quas

case of such a large quasi-nuclear family.

is a




Dhaka University Institutional Repository 73

Abdul Majid's Family

é;?‘ : ébdul Majid's family 15 one of the richest and largest families
g (gogghi S) in the village. He has 12.6 acres of 1land making his holdings
- ——————— P OF the largest in the village. There are 1l members in his family

excluding two servants and a maid servant. He has four sons and twvo
daughters, one of whom is married and is living here with her husband
and her son. Her husband is a Master's student at Dhaka University

and Abdol Majid has been bearing all his educational expenses. In
additicn, Abdul has one son in college and three others in school. One
of his daughters also attends school. In his family, there are two
relatives who do not belonz to his elementary family (his daughter's
husband and his wife's elder widowed sister). Abdul Majid is the only
earning member of the family. The bulk of his income comes from agri-
culture. He runs some type of an import business as additional resource.
(At the conclusion of my field work Abdul Majid died suddenly from a
cancer operation, whereupon the eldest son tock charge.)

Figure 2

Abdul Majid's Family

AOAAAAOCOA

-

% o
Majid's Wo widowed sister
#Majid's daughter's husband (mon Ghar Jamai)

+
Majid's daughter's son

&




Dhaka University Institutional Repository 74

c:> : The above case is illustrative of the structure of a "large quasi-
!hf-‘“" m*"“*ﬁﬁatéar“‘féﬁil?“iﬁ’SﬁimﬁIiaf""Hééf‘éf these are wealthy. They are
centered mostly around a large amount of land through which the head

of the family can provide for the members of the elementary family and

other affiliated kinsfolk.

Joint Family

A joint family in Shimulia counsists of a father, a mother, and

their working and non-working sons and unmarried daughters in line with
the general South Asian pattern. The father is the head of the family

« and the working members hand over their earnings to him. In the develop-
ment cycles of families, the joint family does not persist for a long
period of time (see Ahmed 1973). Such families tend to break up when
the working members of the family get married and each member starts to
think of saving for its future and hasten the creation of a new familial
unit out of its family of orientation. At that point, jealousy and
quarrels among sons' wives as well as quarrels between the mother—in=law
and sons' wives accelerates the breakup. Quarrels among sons' wives
revolve around an actual or alleged suspicion of clandestine savings.
I have often heard the shrill voices of the women in the village uttering,
"Why does my husban alone maintain the family as well as the idle mouths,”
referring to the non-working members of the family. When suspicion

among the members grows, it ultimately leads to the break up.

Faziluddin's Family

This family is one of the poorest in Shimuiia. The head of
the family is Mohammad Faziluddin who {s 55 and is a day laborer.
(_} He inherited 0.45 acres of land from his father. At present, he
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O _ is landless (he lost his land 10 years ago). In
B his family, there are six members of which two are

- — . working besides himself:—He has three sons and two
p- : daughters. The oldest son is 17 and is working as

a day laborer. The second son is 14 and is also a

day laborer. The youngest son is 10 and will start
working within two or three years. The eldest daughtcr
1s 16 and the youngest is 12. Both the daughters are
unmarried. Faziluddin maintains his family by pooling
his working sons' wages together.

Figure 3

Faziluddin's Family showing Potential
Nuclear Family in the near Future

A O A A

#Potential nuclear family

The above case illustrates a joint family in Shimulla. Below,
[ present a case of a joint family which broke up about six years

ago when two sons got married and established separate households.

Karim Mia's Family

Karim Mia is 80 and is one of the poorest persons in Shimulia.
He is a one-time vegetable grower and peddler of chutney but
at present, maintains his family from the amount he got by
selling some portion of his family land. He has a wife and
two daughters. During the concluding phase of my research his
older daughter was married. When his two sons started to
work, one became a mill worker and the other one a chutney
peddler. Both the sons started to hand over their earnings
(u;) to the father. When Karim Mia accumulated some money from
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his trade, he decided to buy a bhiti bari from the emigrated
Hindus of the village. While buying land from the Hindus, he
incurred-debES'which he could never repay. Meanwhile two of
his sons got married and started to save for themselves and
finally established separate households by putting up separate
houses. At the time of my field work, the eldest son took up
residence in Demra where he works in the mill. Only the
youngest son continued to live in the same bﬁgi but in a manmner
aloof from the rest of the occupants.

Large joint family: There are 18 large joint familits. They

consist of a father, a tmother, their adult sons =nd daughters. This

may include sons' wife(s) and children. At times, daughters' children

live in the family. 1t may also include servants, maid servants, and

2 lodging master to tutor the children of the family. Members of the

large joint families are involved in various types of occupations.

Recent trends have prepared some members to try out various urban

occupations leaving one member (son) to take care & the land. Jahangir

(1979) and l.indenbaum (1978) have also come across similar trends with

regard to such families in Dhaka and Comilla districts respectively.

Below I present the case of such a joint family in Shimwlia.

Akram Khan's Family

Akram Khan is one of the wealthiest farmers of the village
(gogthi M). He is now 70 and owns 9.00 acres of land. “Alsg,
he has under his possession 4.5 acres of land which he share
crops. He inherited from his father only 0.5 acres of land
and he is newly rich. In Akram Khan's family there areé nine
members of whom seven belong to his elementary family. They
are his wife, son's wife, 2 grandson, and four other sons.
His daughter and her somn live with him. Further, his house-
hold includes five servants, a maid and a lodging tutor. of
Akram Khan's four sons, two are working. One, a university
araduate, is working.at present with the government coopera-
rive association. The other working son is a high school
graduate with a primary school training certificate and a
village primary school teacher. The younger sons are college
and school students respectively. Akram Khan's working sons
hand over their earnings to him. Akram Khan is the supreme
authority of the family although he accepts the advice of his
two sons. At the time of my field werk,this family was pros=
perous and I do not see any danger of its break up in the
near future. Even if Akram Khan dies, this family will con-
tinue to be joint under the guidance of the oldest son fa some time.
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Figure &

Akram Khan's Family

A A A

*k
Daughter married out and lives with her

husband's gasthi; only one son and a daughter
live with her father.

status Designations

A gogthi or banda in Shimulia is also a status group. For a

clear understanding of status designations of the Muslims of Shimulia,
let me briefly introduce the ranking system of the Muslims of Bangla-
desh. Hopefully, this will show the relevance of the Muslim ranking
system instantiated in Shimulia.

The literature on the Muslim ranking system in the South Asian

subcontinent has postulated two broad categories among the Muslims.

8 = e
In fact, the Adriph-Ajlaph dichotomy is present all over India (see

particularly Imtiaz Ahmed 1973). Also, the four-fold classifications

Syed, Shaikh, Mughal and Paghﬁn are present in the Muslim literature.

These treatses contain the comparison of the four-fold varna: Brahmin,

Kshatriya, Vaisya, and Sudra with the Muslim stratification in India.

For example, Syed and Shaikh are put into the Brahmin category, Mughal
and Pathan are categorized as Kshatriya. All the Muslim occupational

groups are put into vaisya and Sudra categories (Blunt 19313 Gait 1911;

Karim 1956; Anasari 1969; Dumont: 1970).
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These categories are Agraph (noble born) and ﬁcrighf@j]ﬁph (low born,

literally 'wretches' mean people according to Gait 1902). The Rérﬁpg

category ls divided into four groups. They are Syed, Shaikh, Mughal

and Pathan. Syeds and Shaikhs claim descent from the prophet Muhammad

and Arabs respectively. PE;hQns and Mughal are ethnic names implying
descent from these ethnic groups. On the other hand the Etriph/ijlﬁph
refer to the lower category of Muslims which includes occupational and
peasant groups, more specifically all those who cannot claim KéfEEh
descent in general.

The decennial Census Reports (1872-1931) show the assumption of

?s%_gh status by Atraph/Ajlaph groups in Bengal. In'ﬁarticular, the

Census Reports of 1872 and 1891 express considerable doubt about the
authenticity of the descent groups claimed by the Bengali Muslims. For
example, the Ksragh or noble descent groups among the Bengali Muslims
cannot be accepted as the real Adraph groups like those found elsewhere
in India. The report remarks "It is quite certain that there are noc

4 quarter million of true Syed or a half million real Pathans. These
titles are adopted by the families of the higher rank Muhammadan
society, particularly by those whose ancestors came from Hindustan"
(Census 1891: 269-70). The author of this report further shows that

Mus lim hierarchy in Bengal allowed the incorporation of Etrggh into

Asfaph groups.9

OWali, a sympathizer of Kérggh class shows how the lower class Muslims
incorporated themselves into the Asraph class by virtue of their economic
prosperity. He says "In parts of Nadia, Jessore, Bakerganj, Dacca and
Faridpur, lower class families on account of prosperity of one and the
poverty of the other. When these unequal or ghair kafuv marriages take
place, the lower class would assume such titles as Munshi, Mullah, Biswas,
Jawarder and Miyan and give up handling ploughs.” These men are called
Atraf Bhalamanus or an atraf made a gentleman"(Wali 1894: 7,108).
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any Muhammadan who is well off, though cannot go from
,ne caste to another, can gradually enter the ranks or the
Ashraf. The proverb '"last year [ was a jolaha, this year 1T
am a sheihk; next year if prices rise I will be a satad" is
well knewn-and-it represents what often occurs, though the
process of promotion is not quite so rapid in reality as it
‘is in the proverb. A well to do man of functional group, say
a jolah, will discard the word jolaha, call himself sekh and
assume a more respectable name, and he will be hospitable
and will slowly secure for himself a circle of friends from
the poorer classes of Ashraf community. He will then marry
into an Ashrar Family probably of.doubtful status, and his
son will be recognized as true Ashraf. (Census 1901; 441-42).

Gait's observation shows the presence of fictive ascriptive descent groups
among the Muslims of Bengal. He also recognized the economic basis of

the Muslim ranking system, i.e. that it is founded on economic factors.
His observation carries the further implication that "Asnrafization' is

an ideal type (see also Karim 1956: 128-142, and Vreede-de Stuars 1968:
3-27, from Bertocci 1970: 73). As the notion of "ashrafizatioan'" lacks
formal structural features, the Réfggh group does not have any physical

or a ritual distinction from others. Rather, the igzéﬁh group is 1i-
dentifiable by comportment. There are no set rules or categories to
identify the various rankiang groups.

My investigation (Arefeen 1976) on both historical and ethnographical
literature revealed phat fictive ascriptive descent or high 5Lat;s designa-
tion (nobility cf dqscent) is an ideal that people claim in order to
affiliate themselves with high status groups in Bangladesh. For example,
there is no uniformity in status symbols (like honorofic patronymic
titles) so that a particular group carrying those symbols automatically
is given higher status. Rather, titles vary from locality to locality
so that a particular fictive ascriptive group which belongs to a high
status group in one region does not necessarily belong to a similar high

status group in another region.
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Let me now identify the taxonomic-lexicon categories used by the

Bengali Muslims for high social status. These categories are khandan,

kulin, §arigh, agraph, bhalo and uncu banda (see Mukerjee 1948, 1957, 1971;

Karim 1956, 1962; Khan 1960, F.R. Khan 1962; Aziz 1962; Papanck: 1969,
Arefeen 1976; Choudhury 1978).

The term xhandan came from Persian where, briefly, it means 4
family or a lineage. Among Bangladeshi Muslims, however, it identifies
high social status.. The term 52}&2}0 came from the Sanskrit word kul
which means a clan or a lineage, and among Bengali Hindus identifies
those with upper caste status. Muslims of Bengal use this term more or
less synonymously with khandani . The words éar{Eh and agraph came
from the same Arabic root which means master. In Arabia syeds are known
as fafiRﬂ or Eérégh; they are the descendants of rhe Prophet Muhammad.
“or the Bangali Muslims, this term also identifies khandani (kulin)

starus. The term bhalo or uncu banga carries a similar yhandaui

relerence to high status (bhalo, good uncu, uppers bansga lineage). In
other words, all of these are high status designations.
In addition, the Muslims of Bangladesh have some other commonly

used honorific titles that designate high status. Most etnographies

TLDAmong Hindus the word 'kul' means a lineage of considerable geneological

depth. It signified "coded bodily substance'" i.e., Kaulinya, and persoas
who held this inherited rank were referred as kulinas. As a result, a
fow Brahman families in Bengal were regarded as superior with respect

to social prestige and their sons obtained high dowries in marriage.

The result was that each of them married a large number of wives, some-
times as many as fifty or sixty or more. These wives lived in their
father's house and many of them scarcely saw their husbands after their
marriages. According toisocial usage, many girls could be married

only to kulins, and therefoce bad to remain unmarried until their death.
1t was not uncommon for a number of such girls to marry between 20 and
50 years of age to marry an old man just to remove their maidenhood,
which was a practice regarded as disgraceful. However, kulinism did
not disappear from the Hindu society in Bengal until quite late in

the 19th century.

e
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on the Muslims of Bangladesh note the following honoriflic patronymic

titles: Syed, Shaikh, Mughal, Pathan, Mir, Khandakar,_Majuder, Chowdhury,

KazI and Munshi. L have already discussed Shoud, munshi, khandakar,bhuyian,

bepari and therefore they need not be repeated again. The patronymic
title Mir came from the Persian word which implies "chief" or "ruler”.
This title is used as the patronym of the Syed. The title Hajumdgr is
associated with revenue collection (see Sinha 1962: 39, from Bertocci
1972) and with ownership and control of land (jum, Persian; Jami Bangali;
land: from Bertocci 1972: 38). 1In fact, this title is usedequally by
Hindus and Muslims of Bengal, where it is a patronym identifying high
status. The title Chowdhury is also associated with land ownership and
revenue collection; it is derived from Persian and identified estate
managers during the Mughal rule (Webster 1910: 82ff, from Bertocci 1972:
32). This title was commonly adopted by the Zamindars of Bengal. The
tftle Eggi derives from the Arabic qddi, the title of a judge. This is
also a honorific patronymic title.

A gagghi or Egéég are status carriers. Eﬂﬁéﬁ are divided into

three categories - uncu, maydham and nincu banda meaning respectively

upper, middle, and lower status groups.l1 Patronvmic titles are not
correlated with gEgEhi status. Only one title (Munshi)carries a
high status designation in Shimulia. For example, among the Khan
gogthi, only three families belonging to Khan Gogghi I (Gogghi M)
aspire to khandani status. These families have amassed wealth re-

cently and accumulated social acoutrements like establishing marital

llClasse (1966), Bertocci (1972), and Jahangir (1979) have found
similar classifications, with respect to ranking, among the
Bengali Muslims.
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G- contacts with khandani families, education atd the meticulous observance
of purdah. At this point they have a self-ascribed khandani status and
e it Ls~highly—iike;ywtha£~these_£amilies_uill be conferred khandani status
by the villagers and eventually the title khan will be recognized as an
honorific tirle. In Shimulia, the three bhuyian gsgghi are not con-—
sidered khandani ngth, although elsewhere in Bangladesh this title
carries honor. However, a few members of this gasghi aspire to be
khandani. These members are wealthy and hold power in the village.
Interestingly, in Shimulia the khandakar lineage is not considered to
be khandani, although villagers say "In terms of honor they are éﬂgg
no doubt but they are very poor, therefore they are no longer khandans
K in the village.'" At present all the members of this Easgh{ are very
pooé and do not use this patronym (see Chapter IV, Gasgh{ Ly 1o
Shimulia, the ng;hE which is considered the highest in terms of
khandani status as determined by an opinion polle does not have an
honorific title. This gSsEhI is Shoud (see Chapter IV, CSsghT Ty
its patronym is shoud. Shoud has no relevance to Bh;ndﬁnq status else-
where in Bangladesh. But in Shimulia, the Shoud gésgh{ is recognized

as khandani as it manifests socially recognized khandani symbols.

12In determining the khandan and non-khandan status (rank—urder) in

< the village I used opinion-polls among the villagers. To do so, 1
applied the following ways to determine the rank order of the village.
During field work, I had many opportunities to observe and participate
in conversation with Shimulia villagers. Frequently we spoke about
the rank order issue in the village. Another time I withdrew from
the conversation and simply 1istened and observed the flow of conversa-
tion about ranking. Specifically, I asked different villagers coming
from different strata about their rank. Finally, my own observa-
tion and judgement based on opinion polls of the villagers helped
me in determining rank order in the village.
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These data provide insight into the mechanisms of status in

Shimulia. When a family accumulates wealth, it looks for Khandani

status. In doing so, it develops marital connections with a khandani

‘family, With these marital connections it can become a self-proclaimed

khandani family. It may or may

not take an honorific patronym or it

may continue to retain its former title as in the case of the Shoud

Gagghz (ngghz T). This indicates that overt designation of khandani

status is not as important as the recognition of khandan status by the

local people.

Shimulia status designation shows four lmportant features:

(1) The basis of status is primarily economic. When a family achieves

wealth, it can attain khandani

resources. (2) There are few rigid rules with respect to status desig-

nations. (3) There is a wide range in the flexibility of status desig-

status if it can keep its economic

nation. (4) Status designations make it very difficult to identify

the actual status assigned to a group. Rather, status is discernible

by behavior. In thls sense, we can term khandani as an ideal

notion, but it is manifestad in

social interactions.

There are also a few families which are aspirants to high status

and, in fact, they have accumulated a considerable amount of wealth,

It seems that these families will eventually attain khandani status

if their members maintain their
tion I have heard villagers say
tioning excepting so and so" or
status is nincu (low)." This

status.

AT b i S R A R

£,

economic well-being. In this connec-
"nobody in this gEs;hI is worth men-
"He is wealthy and nice but his gosthi

clearly reflects the flexible social

83
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Marriage

People extend their kinship ties mostly through atfinal connec-

tions. Although the Muslims of Shimulia are patrilineal, the importance

of matrilateral and affinal ties cannot be ignored as noted earlier
(Bertocci 197C; Islam 1974; Jahangir 1979). At times the importance
of affinal ties becomes very conspilcuous, especially when a family
uses affinal ties in gaining status. Islam (1974) found out that
marriage plays an important role in extending one's kin networks in
Bengali Muslim soclety. He remarks:

To become a prestigious man in the village it is

necessary for ome to have a network of affinal

relatives. Careers may be built, in agriculture

or in any other field, by managing and dealing

with relations, either affinal or blood. Hence,

the desire and effort to elevate kin relationships

are continuous on the part of the villagers. The

best way of expanding these relationships is

through marriage of daughters and sons to weal thy
and powerful, already established paribars. (1974: 78).

-

Unlike the rigid Hindu marriage rules of Bengal (Gangopadhyay 1964,
Klass 1966; Sanyal 1971; Dumont 1970; Davis 1976; Inden and Nicholas 1977},
Muslim marriage rules are flexible. The Shimulia Muslfms do neot have :
a caste system in any literal sense and there are no rules like caste
endogamy and gotra exogamy. Islamic rules accept both parallel and
cross—-cousin marriages. The marriage data from Shimulia reveal that
parallel cousin marriage is not 2 dominant feature of marriage mnor is
it a preferential type as is found among the Muslims of Pakistan and
Northern India (Eglar 1960; Henigmann 19603 Barth 1960; Korsoa 1971;

Ahmad 1970,1977; Alavi 1971,1972). Also, data show that endogamy

based on biraderi, zat and quom are not features of marriage in

Shimulia. k)
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Arranged marriage is the dominant form in Shimulia. Normally,

4 father takes the initiative in arranging the marriages of his sons

"“_—ﬁﬁd—dzughters—an&—hc—fs—fhe-ﬁiaa&—axbi&e;fin this matter. In selecting

a marriage partner a family puts utmost importance on the good ggégé,
referring to the khandani status, of a family. I found that banga
considerations are frequently overruled or outweighed by exceptimal
qualities in the prospective partner such as educatlon and wealth.13
As 1 will document below, education and wealth are becoming 1néreasing!y
important factors in marriage negotiatioms. T will comment on this later,
with some cases. The only son of a father is highly desirable as a
p?uspective bridegroom since he is the sole heir to parental property.

The implication is that the bride will be happy as she will be well

Eﬁke“ care of by her husband to be. Data on marriages in the past as

well as the present show frequent deviation from the ideal notiam. In

the past, marriages occurred between different ng;hE {rrespective of
gsgghi status. For example, 1 heard pecple saying that there could be

no possibilities of marital connection between two given EBsghE because
the status of the two gagiﬁi in question was quite incompatible. But

upon inquiry I found that cases of marriages between two unequal Eaggh{

do exist. For example, marriages occurred between gosthi D and gosfhi 03
but if one asks about such a possibility, the villagers wil! rule it out.
Also, if an ordinary villager is asked {f there is a possibility of
marriage between ngthI T and gasghi E, he will immediately deny such

a chance. In actual fact, however, there appear tO be few restrictions

in the selection of marriage partners except for particular relatives

13‘dara (1967) and Jahangir (1979) observed similar situations with
regard to grooms. (See Hara page 98; Jahangir 108-1090) .
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. : ) ) 1.4
with whom onecannot enter 1nto a marital connectlon.

Marriage in Shimulia is an economic and social transacctiou. Each
Lndiv1dual in the village considers it to be a strategy —— how best an

individual can play the game, particular]y w1th regard to elevating ane'
status, extension of affinal ties and the flow of economic goods. There
is a flow of economic goods from bride's famlly to grooms' or vice-versa
depending on the social status of the individual parties. For example,
if the bridegroom is highly regarded, that is, if he is an educated indi-
vidual, the bride's family will provide him with cash; ornaments and
househuld furniture. In some cases the bride's family bears the exp;nse
,f the marriage ceremony. In return, the bride's family will elevate

its social status by extending affinal kinship ties with an educated

and khandani gEQ;hE. In the case of grooms the former consideration

overrides the latter. This seems LO apply to all of Bang ladesh (see
cases: 1, 2, 3).

1 have noticed that peuple are extremely censcious of the transac-=
tions involved in a particular marriage. Villagers are concerned about
these transacti s, making {temized guesses of how much a donor gave,
and how much was received. These transactions are termed jgﬂé Réﬂﬂ’
literally assets and liabilities. To my surprise, I learned that the
villagers are aware of the statuses of the parties involved and they
know precisely in which directions the economic goods fFlow.

Muslim marriage in Shimulia is a contract; it is not a sacrament.

14

One can never marry one's mother, daughter, sister, aunt, both paternal
and maternal aunts, daughters of brothers and sisters foster mother und
foster sisters, wife's mother, step daughters, sons' wives and wife'
sister (when one's wife is alive).



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

7 It has been observed that the opinion of the father of the bride and
bridegroom ig final, but in the case of a boy there is a certain amount

of leeway. When a man enters in a marital contract with a woman, he

has to pay the 25235.15 According to the prescriptions of Islam the
groom must pay the mahar (bridal gift) to the bride and it is an essen-
tial part of the contract. Mahar rose as a kind of equivalent for the
rights which the husband acquires over the wife. Also, the law provides
that half of the mahar money be given to the bride before the marriage is
consumated. But customary law does not prescribe it as an obligatory
payment; rather, mahar is strictly kept on paper. In most cases the
amount of mahar reflects the statuses of the contracting parties. For
‘( example, if the bridegroom gives an unusually large amount of mahar it
will signify that the bride:has higher status than the groom; in such
cases we can assume that the flow of goods moves from the bridegroom's
side to the bride.

In Shimulia there are hypogamous, hypergamous, and isogamous
marriages. There is no explicit rule of village endogamy or exogamy.
Most of the marriages are recorded as isogamous. In such marriages
the transactions between the bride's and groom's parties are balanced
with respect to the flow of goods. I have computed the expenditures
of a few such recent marriages and to my great surprise have found that

both parties have spent approximately an equal amount cf money on the

15From Hebrew Mohar and Syrian Mahra. They refer to the bridal gift.

But the original meaning of the word is "purchase money." The Muslim
Law provides that mahar is a gift which the bridegroom has to give to
the bride when the contract of the marriage is made, thus becoming

the wife's property. In the pre-Islamic period, the mahar was handed
over to the wali i.e. the guardian of the girl. This indicated strongly
that originally mahar was the purchase price for the bride. However,
Islam attached prestige to mahar by declaring it as a reward, a legiti-
mate compensation which the woman can claim in all cases and is the
property of the wife (Encyclopaedia of Islam 1936).

ot
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marriage.

statistically, both hypogamous and hypergamous marriages dre
insignificant in the village, but they are vitally important because

rhese marriages show some significant trends of change as education and

urban connections are becoming crucial factors in marriage negotiations

in Shimulia. Let us examine a few cases.

case 1; Talimuddin Khan's daughter's marriage: hypergamous marriage;

crucial role of education and urban links.

I have already mentioned that gogthi M, particularly Akram
Khan and his brothers are very wea}thy_and are aspirant high
status groap in the village (see gogthi M). However, this

osthi about one generation ago was poor and belonged to one
of the nincu gaﬁghi of the village. Although the brothers
have accumulated wealth and power, the khandani gaqghi_of the
village (1like Shoud and Munshi) do not regard it as a khandani,
pointing out Ehat_there is no comparison between them. Even
other nincu gogthi have some reservation about this particular
gogthi. Despite these problems, this gagghi is marching towards
prosperity and hence high status. Akram Khan's second brother
Talimuddin Khan is wealthy . Apart from a considerable amount
of land which he has accumulated, he has a wholesale business

of sand for comstruction purposes. Talimuddin Khan selected a
bridegroom for his daughter from another village. The groom

is a university graduate and comes from a considerably educated
gogthi that has wide connections in the urban setting. However,
the bridegroom himself comes from a poor family. Besides
bearing the expenses of the marriage ceremony, Talimuddin Khan
gave his daughter's husband Tk. 37,000 ($1,850.00) in cash in
addition to gold jewelry, furniture, and household goods. In
this manner, Talimuddin Khan has enlarged his circle of affinal
ties with urban coanections. I have also found that it has
increased its status, although the Shoud and Munshi gogthi still
consider it a nincu banga in the village.

The above is clearly an example of hypergamous marriage. Let me
next illustrate a hypogamous liason, as also a case where education

plays a significant role.
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Abdul Kalam Shoud's daughter's marriage: hypogamous marriage;

significance of education in marriage negotiationms.

Abdul Kalam Shoud is one of the wealthiest persons in the village.

-He—is—alao~thefhead—ofua-big_}eint,familynand his sons_ are well

educated. His oldest son is the only Master degree holder of

the village and is also a high middle-level government official.
His second son is a university graduate and is a contractor and
supplier for the Bangladesh Water and Power Development Organi-
zation. His two other sons attend college and school. Apart
from this, Kalam Shoud -belongs to the top mest khandani of the
village (Gogghi T). In additionm, he is a deed-writer from which
he earns a good cash income. He is unanimously given high pres-
tige. The marriages of his two daughters are interesting cases
since they are contracted with nincu banga of the village (Gasghi
E and Gogghi G). Kalam Shoud idealized the situation pointing
out that badda status is the impcrtant factor in selecting a
marriage. As an example, he told me that his son's wife (Master
degree holder's wife) is good because she belongs to a good
banga. Im fact, I have found that she is a graduate with wide
urban connections. It is interesting to ncte that his daughter's
marriage contradicts what he said or believed. His oldest
daughter married into Gogthi G to Sabir Ahmed, a person who is

a high school graduate and who is presently working as a clerk

in a ration shop in the Adamjee Jute Mill. Sabir Ahmed is the
only son. His father is alive and at one time wourked as a day
laborer. The latter owned about 0.30 acres of land, but Sabir
Ahmed, Kalam Shoud's dauther's husband is prospering and has
added 0.60 acres of land. Sabir Ahmed sent a proposal to marry
Kalam Shoud's idaughter, for which the bridegroom would bear all
the expenses. 1 asked Kalam Shoud why he agreed to such a match
as the groom has no banga status. Kalam Shoud replied that he
agreed to this marriage because the groom was prospering; he was
the only son and provided all the expenses. Moreover, the bride-
groom is a nice person. This marriage has provided the groom
with an opportunity to deve lop valuable affinal kinship ties which
he considers important. Kalam Shoud's second daughter is married
into Gogthi E. This gogghi is also nincu ban€a. - Kalam_ Shoud's
second daughter is married to a carpenter who is the only son

of a wealthy persoa., His father's father was alleged to have
been caught once as a cattle thief. Kalam Shoud agreed to this
marriage because the groom is the only son of his father and

will eventually inherit his property. Kalam Shoud told me that he
did not spend any momey in the weddimg. the @poom's father

had borne all the expenses of the wedding, With this marriage
Kalam Shoud's daughter's husband has estgblighed a new important
tie in his relationship with the Shoud gogghi which has become
intimate. During my field work T observed him visiting Kalam
Shoud almost every day.
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Case 3: Abdul Maijid's ‘H(g m?ff:s'{"sm"t'o"alRe%os'mry crucial role of education

in marriage negotiation

Abdul Majid is one of the wealthiest persons in the village (see

ogghi S). Also, he is a local faction:leader. Abdul Majid's
daughter's marriage is—anm interesting case. It reflects the"
importance of education in breaking the status barrier in the
village. Abdul Majid gave his eldest daughter in marriage to
one Rahul Karim who at the time of my field work was a Master's
student at Dhaka University. Rahul Karim comes from a poor
family in the district of Comi lla. He first came to the village
as a live-in-tutor and used to live with Kalam Shoud's family
and taught his youngest son and daughter for which he received
free board and lodging. Rahul Karim graduated from the univer-
sity and entered Dhaka University as a Master's student. Abdul
Majid was impressed by this young man's potential and offered
him his daughter in marriage, promising to bear all his future
educational expenses. At the time of my field work, I found
that Rahul Karim was continuing his education at Dhaka Univer-
sity. Abdul Majid spent much of his time in Dhaka and clearly
realized the importance of education and urban connections. He
anticipated that his son-in-law would obtain a good job in the
city expanding His kindred and affi-liation.

I.have already mentioned that people in Shimulia, particularly the
educated, have been changing the focus of their attention in the
marriage field from the rural to the urban area. Even ordinmary villagers
think of extending their kinship ties to urban settings. However, they
cannot do so because of their lack of economic resources. An interesting
example is that of the marriages cf the three university graduates of
the village. All three have entered into affinal ties in Dhaka city
tﬁus widening their kinship and friendship circle which is very important
for job and business connections in the city.

1 have already discussed ghgr jamai while discussing gaggh{
organization in Shimulia. In this section, I will discuss this issue
briefly.

In Shimulia, and throughout Bangladesh, a residence pattern exists

which does not require patrilocal residence. This residence is known as
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Table 9

Types of Marriage 1in Shimulia

Intra-
Village Inter-— Cross Parallel
(inter Village Cousin Cousin Char-jamai Tored
gos;hi) Marriages Marriages Marriages Marriages Sororate Marriages
No. 87 222 2 7 4 1 329
% 270 68.73 0.61 2516 14,23 0.30 100

ghar jamai: 1n it, the husband takes up residence at ;he wife's house.
T am not avoiding the concept of uxorilocality; it does not fit well in
the Bangladesh situation.

In Shimulia, cases of ghar jamai marriages are rare. [ have found
only éour such cases out of 323 marriages 1 have recorded. However,
there has not been any change with respect to this marriage pattern in
Shimulia so far.

Both levirate and sororate are accepted procedures in Shimulia as
is probably true throughout Bangladesh. However the number ot such
marriages is gmall. For example, out of 323 marriages, I have found only
a single case of a scrorate marriage. There has heen nho cidse of

levirate marriage in Shimulia up to this time,

Fictive Kinship

There are same fictive kin relationships like dharma bEB, dharma ma

dharma bhai, dharma bon, and ukil jamai or sbsur. Etymologically speaking,

terms like dharma bEE, etc. come from Sanskrit and refer to the acquisition

of kin (like father, mother, etc.) through some ritual (Bandyapadhyaya 1966).
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People in Shimulia enter into such fictive kin relationships through
certain rituals. Generally people contract such liaisons for social,

economic and political reasomms. Once a person enters into such a bond

He keeps it in a speciél way; it h;ﬁﬁens-;ot infreqﬁeﬁtly that péﬁﬁiu
Feel more highly obligated by this bond than by actual re lationships,
As a rule such kinship ties are reciprocal and if one party fails to
recipraocate, then these relationships wither.

In Shimulia the incidence of fictive kinship is declining. In the
past these relationships were important polirically, economically, and
socially, In a society beset with scarcity and factions, people often
needed political and economié support not only from their own kin but
also from fictive kim: Recently, the village has been undergoing
suocial- and economic change whicé has generated new types of relationships.
Formerly, villagers needed such extra-kin ties as their sphere of rela=
tionship rarely went beyond village boundarics. Therefore, there was
no alternative support beyond the village in the rorm of friendships

and business partnerships.

In Shimulia, the villagers often refer to ﬁﬁﬂéi in their every day
parlance. The word is used specifically to identify social groupings.
The villagers use the concept of samaj in varied ways. [For them it
implies territorial unit, particularly to distinguish from another Béﬁé'
Thus, people say, 'The pecple of purba (east) 2515 (hamlet) samaj are

in general wealthy." There are other uses as well, 1.e., religious

designations as when people say: "Amadar samaj-namaj Alada" (Our community

and prayer (religion) are different.)



The term samaj COH@UPYEGHy EstitutionefRerositoY e it means people/organization.
However, in Shimulia it simply stands for supra kin social groupings tied
to political bonds. In certain contexts samaj often cross-cuts gosghi
Eﬁﬂélr and often say that in the past §gg§1 was very strong and the
members dared not violate its rules. Apparently, Eéﬂéi originally
denoted kinship ties. The Muslim villagers were migrants to the village
and a new family often settled in the village by virtue of its kin net-
works. Twenty-seven percent of all marriages occurred within the village
(see Table 9). This strongly suggests affinal ties that subsequently
designated §§méi.

The history of patrilineages shows that sometimes Eﬂﬂéi came into
being.as a result of patron-client relationships. For example, when
a new family settled in the village it sought patronage from the well -
established lineages. Here, gagghf D entered in the §Eﬂéi of its
patron gasgh{ 0 as soon as it settled in the village (see Chapter IV,
Gagghi D). Hence, the origin of Eﬂﬂéi may be diverse, but in all cases
it is a supra-kin social grouping with a strong political bound.

§§Eéi functions at various levels. It acts as a mediatioa ccuncil
(salis), a nucleus of a faction, or even to mobilize a village against
another unit. In oné village there may be one gggéi_or several Eiﬂél
depending on situations.

There are five Eﬂﬁéi in Shimulia. Each of them has one or two
matbars (leader; from Arabic: faithful; well respected) who make important
decisions regarding social, religious, and political issues. Also, the
leaders ;re responsible for the social control mechanisms of their

respective samaj. In the following, I will discuss each samél. For
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clarification I will Phakq priversity nstitutionglRepositary of the village as 1, 2, 3,
4, and 5.

§25é1 1 is comprised of gasthi 0, N, D and A; Eﬂﬂéi 2 consists of
“gogghi B, G, M and Ty samaj 3 is imcluded—in gogthi E-and part of gogghi 03
Eﬂﬂéi 4 comprises gasghi I and J; and gggél 5 comprises Béiihi Q, R, and
part of O.

The people here often recall the dominance of gggéi in their lives.
Tt used to be a socio-religious-political entity so they averred. With
regard to marriages, it was essential to have the approval of Eﬂﬂél-

Also, it was necessary to have a feast for all the members of the samaj.

Further, during religious occasions, it was essential to invite all

the members of a samaj. The matbar(s) always had to ensure that the
members did not violate samaj rules. Sometimes a samgj ostracized

its members for violations. These attributes of gggéi have a strong
semblance to the ggméi existent among the Hindus. Among the Hindus,
ELEéi Finds social expression in the form of caste and subcaste councils
charged with the regulation of conduct (Bertocci n.d.: 4). Despite the
gimilarity with the Hindu Eéﬂéis the Muslim version has some unique
features. Whereas Hindu gggéi was based on caste membership, the latter
reflects supra kinship organization.

Although a Eﬂﬂéi may have one or two leaders, their power enforce-
ment is not as effective as it allegedly used to be. The effectiveness
of the EEEéi as a social and political grouping started to decline
during the early 50s. One of the basic reasons for this decline was

the beginning of diversification of occupations, the spread of educa-

tion, znd the influence of urbanization. Formerly, a samaj leader's
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decision was unquestioned; now the members can, and often do, question

his decisions. This particularly upsets the old folk in the village

who think the present state of samﬁj chaotic. They say, 'We used to

abide by the commaﬁd of the sémgarleAder, no matter whether it was right
or wrong."

Still, samﬁj continues to serve important functions of social control.
Generally, the samgj leaders try to resolve conflicts not only within
the samﬁj, but between two samaj. Villagers refer cases to salig
(council of elders) comprised of five samajtleaders when conflicts -
involve inter—samaj affairs, especially if they are so complex that
samaj leaders cannot deal with them. However,when samaj leaders
fail to resolve conflicts through salid, the case usually goes to
formalized institutions such as the Union Parigad.

So much for the details of social organization. I have focussed
on social change in the locality. Following these socio—economic changes,
the inherently flexible and less structured Muslim kinship organization
of Shimulia became even weaker giving way to incipient class relation-
ships. Interests or "profitability' rather than kinship has become the
focal point of relationship among the villagers. In the next chapter
I will provide cases of 22 E§§Ehz of Shimulia in order to focus on the

longitudinal perspective in kinship organization.

Summary

The discussion of Muslim social organization provides an insight
into the kinship structure among the Muslims of Bangladesh. Data on

the Muslim kinship of Shimulia show that there are few explicit and
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rigid rules. As a result, kinship ties are hased on economic considera-

‘tions ¢nd the mew economic FHtTETﬁS’Uf“ﬁhimUTia*have—%ed—tU"ﬂnmiﬂeTeHHt%A

o

in economic considerations at the expense of traditional status.
Shimulia social organization is primarily on kin ties. Gagihi

a i =T £iai = : : . -
(bansa) bari, paribar, status designations, marriage and samaj arc

the salient terms in Shimulia social organizatioan. Transformation in
the social structure from changes enunciated brought about nouveau class

relationships.
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Chapter IV

GOSTUI IN OPERATION: CASE STUDIES

The Gosthi of Shimulia

In the following I will present a brief survey of each of 22
gogthi 86 that we can {llustrate the features of gogthi organization.
Here, gagghi are not readily comparable to "eastes'" (see Marriott 1959,
1968; Tyler 1973; Freed 1973) or as having quom and EéE names (Eglar
1960; Barth 1960, Ahmad 1970, 1977; Alavi 1970,1973; Honigmann 19603
Inayatullah 1958). 1In the present discussion since clear patronyms, etc.
are lacking, I have identified the gagghi of Shimulia alphabetically

for comvenience.

Gogthi A: This gogthi settled in Shimulia in 1900 (sic). Abdul
Munaf, a prominent member of this Eéiﬁhi’ is a farmer. He is also a
grocer by which trade he earns supplementary income. At present there
are two families in the gas;hi, and economically they are well ofE.
Abdul Munaf and Abdul Khalil own 2.1 and 4.2 acres respec;ively (see
table 10 which shows population, land and occupation of the gssthf
members). This 36§;hi is not considered to be khandani, nor does it
have any patronymic title. Abdul Munaf's FaFa, Samir Ali, came from
the neighboring village of Matuail. I could not ascertain the reason
for this move. I suspect two things prompted him to do so: (1) most of
his lands were in Shimulia mouza, SO that it was difficult to super-
vise the lands from Matuail village, and (2) he married in Shimu lia

(Gasghz 0) and probably that attracted him to settle here. Samir Ali
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Table 10
Gogghi A
House Family Non Total Land Occupation Occupation of non-head
hold Popula- kin Popu- Owned Family Head Working Members
No. tion Mem~- lation in Pri- Secon- Member
M F bers Acres mary dary 1 2 3 4
1 5 2 2 9 2,10 Gro—- Agri- — = - -
cer culture
2 3 4 - 7 4,20 Agri. - - - - -
Total
2 8 6 2 16 6.30 - - = -

took up his residence in a bEIE which is

inhabited by a segment

of the

.

gasth{'o in the village (c.f. bagi settlement in Shimulia). He had two

sons, Khadam Ali Shoud, Abdul Barek and two daughters. I could not learn
how much land Samir Ali owned, but it seems that he owned a considerable
amount. Khadam Ali Shoud possessed 7.5 acres of land which [ assumed
that he inherited after the division of his parent's property. Samir
Ali's land was divided equally among the two brothers. Samir Ali was
also the village cowkidar (watchman), and I assume that he wielded con-
siderable power for people used to fear anyoae éssociated with the
police department. The cowkidar was the local repreéentative of the
police department and his importance and power could hardly be ignored.
Apparently he increased his land holdings through his profits from
agriculture and his cowkidari job.

Samir Ali's other son, Abdul Barek, inherited about 5 acres of
Abdul Munaf is

land. He had two sons Abdul Munaf and Abdur Rahim,

a hardworking person. When he accumulated some money, he bought a new
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bgii (residential locus) from the Hindus after the 1964 riot At moved

lnto che present a;i from his old housing site which was situated in

a Eéli inhabited by a segment of the gosghl 0. Fhe other hruLher
Abdur Rahim, is a landless mill worker who does not now Llive in Shimulfa.
He married four times (with three divorces) and eventually soid all his
land.

Although economically this gosthi owns a considerable amount of
laud, the members could not make their mark in education, business, etc.
1t seems that it has little chance of becoming a khEndEni or a high

status gas;hi in the near future.

§§§£Ei_§i This gagth{ is one of the oldest in the village. Nobody
cuuid tell me how long it had been here. It has 8 households with 78
members who occupy 2 EEIE: The members of this gSg;hi own a total of
22.32 acres of land (see Table LD s "This Eagghg is considered to be

madvam (middle) with respect to status. It is not cosidered either
——————

khandani or bhalo banda. Three families of this Eaggh{ are poor:

one is landless and the other two own 0.45 acres each. Five family
heads consider agriculture as their secondary occupations. The same
holds for two other family members. One of the family heads has mill
work as his primary , 3nd'agriuulture as a scondary, occupation. One
of the members of the family works in the Bangladesh Army; his father
has agriculture as a primary, and wage labor as a secondary occupation
Finally, we have Arifuddin Mia, one of the wealthiest persons of the
village, with agriculture as his primary,and business as a secondary

occupation.
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Table 11

Gogthi B

House Family Non Total Land Occupation of Occupation of non-head

hoid Popula- kin Popu- Owned Family Head Working Members
No. tion Mem- lation in Pri- Secon= Member
M F bers Acres mary dary i 2 3 4
g 9 3 4 16 10.50 Agr. Bus. - - - -
2 5 3 - 8 0. Wage  Agr. Wage - - -
Lab. Lab.
3 4 4 - 8 1.50 Agr. Wage - - - -
Lab.
4 8 5 - 13 3.96 Agr. Mill Agr. Mill - -
work work
5 3 2 £ 6 3.96 Agr. Student - - - =
6 6 i - 13 1.50 Agr. |Wage BETVL )~ = =
Lab. Army
P Sl R T b 45 TME1) - Agr. - - - -
Work
8 6 2 - 8 .45 Wage  Agr. = = R =
Lab,
Total
8 45 29 5 78 2% 732
Arifuddin Mia wields considerable power. He inherited 0.9 acres

of land which he augmented to 10.5 acres by 1978. Most of his:land was
purchased after the 1964 riots. He and his family arc on the threshold
of khandani status. Two of his sons go to college, and two of his
daughters are married to rather wealthy husbands who are petty businessf
men. Other indications of his high status include a personal tank, with

2 paka ghatla and a tubewell adjoining it. Also, he has his boithak khana

(literally sitting room, guest house). His buithak khana contains urban

style furniture including a dresser, a wardrobe, chairs, etc. In addi-
tion to farming,_Arifuddin Mia is actively involved in the import and

export of yarn. Formerly, he was a bus iness partner of Abdul Majid of

S g A it e A BRSS! ST AN
~
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gosthi 5 (see gosthi 'Salja. "'Vﬁﬁlgyllﬁsé'tu?ﬂ'g{Rfﬁ?’fo%nrL ob myv stay in Shimulia
[ found that he was busy laying the foundation for a E;Eé (concrete)

building in his b;ii, which is a highly prestigious matter in the village.

LE seeE§~EHZE"EIEﬁ§Ei tionship ties Qith ﬁis“natal EEEE;E d;é aE the
point of being severed and his future relationship with it will be
nominal.

Arifuddin Mia has had a checkered career before attaining his
present status. He left primary school and ran away to Ghorashal in
Dhaka district where he worked with a goldsmith for two and a half years
beginning at age 15. Then he returned home, and started to work as a
jamdani worker, working in this capacity for 4 to 5 years. Next he
entered the profession of boiler mechanic with his father who was a
K, boiler mechanic himself. He practiced this skill in different parts

of Bengal. His last job was as supervisor in Dhaka Iron Workshop.
Apparently some elder members of gagghf B hiad learned that trade which
drew hjm ti the gosthi . ] ) -
Gosgthi history reveals this unit was not a prominent gogthi in the
village. Arifuddin Mia's FaFa was Cﬁangali Mullah, about whom he could
tell ﬁothing worth noting. Probably Changali Mullah was involved in
" : _jzmdgni manufacturing. Changali Mullah had two sons and a daughter.
'_Eis eldest son was Magsood Mia and the younger son was Salek Mia.
*» . '-;ﬁéqsood Mia was married but died without leaving any children; however,
before his death he brought his SiSo, Kadam Ali Khandakar, to his bagi
and gave all his property to him (see EBsghI L). Later Magsood Mia
had scme conflict with his SiSo, Kadam Ali, over property, and antagonism
has continued between these two ga§th§ until the present. Arifuddin Mia

talked disparagingly of khandakar gosthi (gosthi L). Salek Mia had four

e e e

-
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sons and three daughters. His fceur sons were mechanics, too.

Arifuddin Mia's technical skills helped him to earn sufficient
money to-inerease-his- land—hotdingss—Also; he-started—a-business—of————
importing yarn with the money he obtained from his job and the sale
of surplus crops. As a result, he accumulated a considerable amount
of wealth. The communal riot of 1964 gave him a unigque opportunity
to buy a huge amount of land at a cheap pricF. A sudden increase in
land holdings along with irrigation facilities provided by the DND
project helped him produce a huge surplus. As a result, his investment
in business went up with the sale of agricultural products. Also, his
land accumulation accelerated. This process has been furthered with

ke the birth of Bangladesh during which time rice was selling at 300-400
Per:ént above the normal rate. It is pertinent to mention here that
Arifuddin Mia entered into a relationship with tRe urban landowners who
bought land in Shimulia following the communal riot of 1964. Like other
rich farmers here, Arifuddin Mia acted as a middleman in land transac-
rions with local Hindus for the urban land owners. In fact, he
arranged land purchase at far below the market price (see Chapter V).
As a result, a mutual rglationship arose between Arifuddin Mia and
the absentee landowners of Dhaka city. For example, Arifuddin Mia

*7 derived benefits from the urban landowners in the form of obtaining
permits for the purchase of yarn, subsidized inputs for agriculture,
and above all, familiarity with sources of finance in Dhaka city. In
addition, he has tried to diversify his investments. For example, he
has engaged his eldest son in some sort of speculative businesses.

A1l these things have contributed to hls present status.

ey
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~ Gas;h{ C: This is one ot the p orest Easthi of the village.
There are four households, two of which are landless. Of the remaining

two, one owns 0.90 acres and the other one owns 0.45 acres of land (see

‘h Table 12). Members of this ga§th{ live in two Eé;i. It is one of
the nincu (low) banda of the village. This osthi does not have any
patronymic title. It was not a prominent ogthi in the past., Hafez Shoud
FaFa of the present senior male, Abu Hanif Mia, was involved in jamdgni
manufacturing and had 4.8 acres of land. Abu Hanif Mia's father,
Mohammad Bepari, was a jute trader. He was not successful and so he
sold all his inherited property. Mohammad Bepari left three sons -
Abu Hanif Mia, Abdur Rouf and Kalimuddin Mia. The eldest, Abu Hanif
k\ ~ Mia, is suffering from leprosy. He used to be a day laborer énd did not -
iuhefit any land from his father except the Ebjji_bégi. Now he cannot
work, but his sons are hardworking. Three of his sons pool their income
for the maintenance of the family. One son is a mill worker and the
other two work as day laborers. The family seems to be doing well
as the sons are share-cropping a total of 2.4 acres. Mohammad Bepari's
second son Abdur Rouf owns 0.90 acres of land. He is a farmer and
cattle trader. In fact, he bought his land through cattle trading. He
has been doing well for he built his own house in one of the former
Hindu E§£i of Daksin Eﬁrg whicﬁ he bought some years ago. The third
brother, Kalimuddin Mia, has two somns, Gaffar Mia and Mandop Ali. Both
are landless laborers. The economic condition of this gEgghE is bad,
and it is not likely that they will improve their overall economic

gituation in the near future.

— o "
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Table 12
i T . Gogghi C
House Family Non Total Land Occupation of Occupation of non-head
hold Popula- kin P opu- Owned Family Head Working Members
No. tion Mem- lation in Pri- Secon- Members
M F bers Acres mary dary 1 2 3 4
il 1 2 - 3 0.0 Wage  Agr. - - - =
Lab.
2 8 2 - 10 0.90 Agr. Cattle - - = -
trader
3 9 4 - 13 0,45 Agr. Wage Wage Wage - -
Lab. Lab. Lab.
4 4 1 - 5 0.0 Wage = - = = -
Total Lab.
4 22 9 - 31 1.45

EaiEﬁi_E: This 5as;hz has eighteen households with 48.87 acres of
land (see Table 1304 AT EshAs a patronymic citle of Bhuiyan. The house-
holds of this gssghi are scattered over the western part of the village
in six different EéEE- In. this giscusslun 1 will refer to it as Bhuivan |
because there are LwWoO other Bhuiyan 51352i in the village. This ééi&ﬂi
is new to Shimulia. Momctaz Bhuiyan came from Masinabad across the
Takhya River to Shimulia in 1907 (circa). Momtaz Bhuiyan came toO
Shimulia with a yatra party (folk drama), because in those days the wea lthy
flindus of the village used to hire yatra parties on different ritual
occasiovns. S;me older people told me that Memtaz Bhuiyan grew his hair
long and used to hang around the Hindu EéIé on the occasion of kirtan
(religious litany). However, Ikram Bhuiyan told me that his FaFa

farimullah ‘used to be a resident of Masimabad and was a ralukdar (land-

lord) there. When I asked him the reason for his father's moving to

B e s e i 5 e e assra ]
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"able 13
Gogghi D
' " House _i-"amily’ﬁogy?ocal Land Family Head's  Occupation Non-head Workis
hold Popu- Kin Popu- Owned Occupation Members
No. lation Mem lation in Pri- Secon- Member
F bers Acres mary  dary - 2 3 it
il 3 4 - 7 3.00 Cloth Agr. - - - -
Trader
2 5 1 - 6 3.00 -do- -do- - - - -
3 7 3 1 11 2.70 Agr. = Carpen Grocer Fert.
ter Dealer
4 7 6 - 13 9.60 ~do- - Bus. = - =
5 2 1 - 3 7::50 =do= - Jute - = =
trader
6 3 i . - 6 0.60 Laborer Agr. - = - =
b 7 20N - 4 0.0 Carpen— - - - - -
ter
8 1 1 = 2 120 -Mill Agr. - = = =
Work
9 2 5 - 7 2.10 Cloth -do- - - - -
Trader
10 7 2 - 9 0.75 =do- -do- Mill - - =
Work
11 9' ¥ B 6 0.60 -do- -do- - - - -
12 1 3 ~ 4 0.45 -do- -do- ~ - - -
13 2 2 - 4 0.45 =do- -do- - - - -
14 11 6 2 19 12.00 Aegr. - - - - -
15 2 5 - 7 1.32 E€loth -do- - - - -
e trader
« i [ 1 1 - 2 1.20 -do-  -do- - 2 = -
17 3 IA - 7 1.20 -do- —do- - - - =
18 3 1 i1 5 1.20 -do- -do- - - - -
Total
18 64 54 4 122 - 48.87
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Shimulia, he gave two reasons: (1) in those days land in Shimulla was

cheaper, and (2) they were attracted by the reputation of Munshi bﬁgf

;] 7,___Lgéi£EigQ;_Munshi_segmentv_sae—Eigu;e*§}—whieh—was-afkhgndgni—gaq;hi

in the locality. It should be noted, however, that both the sons of
Karimullah Bhuivan settled here. The eldest, Murad Bhuiyan, Jdied with-
out leaving any children while Momtaz Bhuiyan left six sons of whom

rthree subsequently became wealthy. Thei; sons now have dominant posi-
rions in the village. Each of the sons of Momtaz Bhuiyan inherited 0.9
acres of land. Nasir Bhuiyan added to his land holdings and left 9.9
acres of land. His other brother, Hajee Lshaq Bhuiyan, also increased

his land holdings and left 24.00 acres. lkram Bhuiyan has - also aug-
mented his land and at present he owns 7.5 acres. The other three brothers
(who éach inherited 0.9 acres) could not enlarge their holdings. Their
children are poor. Most of them are cloth traders, day laborers, and

mill workers. Two sons of the late Hajee Ishaq Bhuiyan are Sakin Ali
Bhuiyan (who owns 9.60 acres) and Karam Ali Bhuiyan (who owns 12.00 acres).
Both are very wealthy and powerful. ''hese brothers are the important

leaders of a faction. The overall economic condition of this Egsthf

is good, but it is not considered to be a khandani, although a few

meumbers are aspirant khandan.

Gosthi E: Like Casghf C, this gGsthI is also very poor, ftor mcst
of the members are landless (see Table 14). Of 24 households, 16 are
landless. " Total land holdings of this gaggh{ amount only to 19.20 acres.
This gagghi has the patronymic title Bhuiyan. Earlier, 1 have identi-
fied it as Bhuiyan IT. T could not determine why and how members of

this gaggh{ use this particular title. Members of this 55§5h5 claim

A ik e, o T
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Table 14
Gogthi E
__House Family Non Total Land Family Head's - - Occupation of Non-Head — - ——
hold Popu- kin Popu- Owned Occupation Working Members
No. lation Mem lation 1in Pri- Secon- Member
M F bers Acres mary  dary 1 2 3 4
1 i 5 - 6 0.0 Wage Agr. Vage - - -
Lab. Lab.
2 453 - 7 0.30 -do- - = - - =
3 2 - 4 0.0 Mill - = - - -
work
4 3 B 6 0.0 Wage - - - - -
Lab.
o] 7 - 4 0.60 Land ~do- Wage = . =
broker Labor

6 2 3 - 5 0.0 Wage - - - - =
Labor

7 33 - 6 0.15 Mill -do- - - - =
Work .

8 - 15 0.60 Agr. - Service - - -

5.5 TN - 9 0.0 Vill. = Mill Wage - -

Watchman Work Lab.

10 2 2 - 4 0.0 Mill - - - - -
work

1Y a1 2 10 4.20 Agr. = Carpen - - -

ter

12 8 - 14 - 9.00 -do- - Bus. - = =

13 2 - 3 0.0 Service - - — - =

14 7/ - 9 0.0 Carpen - - - - =

@ ter

15 s 2 - 5 0.0 Ml - - - - =
work

16 4 - 4,20 Agr. - - - = -

17 2 - 0.15 Carpen - Wage - - -
ter Lab.

18 - 4 0.0 ~-do- Agr. - - - =
19 2 - 0.0 Mill - - - - -
work
20 1 4 - 5 0.0 Carpen -~ - - - -
ter
21 - 0.0 =do- - - - = -
22 - 0.0 Milk - - - - -

: . : man

23 Sl 9 0.0 il - Wage Dom.
work Lab. Serv.

24 &Ly - 7

24 9 97 2 158 19.120

PR
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that they are the original residents of the village. The households

of this gosthi are scattered over 6 bari in eastern and western parts

of the locality.

ﬂ,' “ _Tﬁig gasthi is regarded as nincu (low) banga. Some villagers
have remarked that some members of this ng;hI in the recent past
were involved in cattle theft which is extremely degrading. OUne of
the notable members (who later amassed about 24.00 acres of land) was
once caught redhanded while stealing a goat in another village. In his
old age he became religious as a token of which he established a mosque.
Alal Bhuiyan's FaFaFa and FaFaBr were very poor, landless, day laborers.
Later they accumulated same property through jamdanz manufacturing.
Since then, the fate of the gégghi has not changed much. At present
most-of the members of this gasghi are either day laborers or mill
workers. The exceptions are Nazmat Bhuiyan's three sons —-— Alal, Jafar,
and Qumrul Bhuiyan, who own 4.2, 4.2, and 9 acres of land respectively.
Alal Bhuiyan even improved his social position by arranging a matrimonial
= alliance with Abul Kalam Shoud (ng;hT T) to bring the latter's daughter
as a bride for his only son. However, in doing so, he spent a con=
siderable amount of mooey. This Eéﬁihi is not a high status group and

rhere is no likelihood of its status improvement in the near future.

~ = Gagggi F: This gasghi is also very poor. -0f 10 households, 7 are
landless (see Table 15). The ctotal amount of land owned is 6.45 acres,

with one family alone owning 4.2 acres. The gasghi head is a powerful

person because he is one of the matbars. GBQQhE F has the patronymic

title Bhuiyan, and the households cover.three different bE;{. I will

refer to it as Bhuiyan ITII.

IR
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This gogghi is newly iversity instifutiongl Reppsitons n Munshi, who is wealthy,
lives in a new bari which he bought from a Hindu family right after
the partition. Saiduddin Munshi knew some of his family history. His

L” s FaFaFaFa lived in Rupsi on the other side of the river Lakhya. His

FaFaFaFa, Asad Bhuiyan, had one son called Semu Bhuiyan who had a
primary education and was a rice trader. He inherited about 2.4 acres
of land. Semu Bhuiyan had four sons and two daughters. Nothing is
known about the daughters. The eldest brother, Deku Bhuiyan, was
extravagant. His father evéntually fell into debt because of his son's
extravagance. Unable to recover from his misfortune, Semu Bhuiyan
moved to the village Khadum (about five miles south) and settled there.
One brother settled in Pangaon (about three miles east, and three {n
Shimulia. Upon settling in Shimulia, the latter engaged in jamdani
manufacturing. Of all the descendants of the three brothers, only
$aiduddin Munshi is doing weil; He presently owns 4.2 acres of > land.
He has received a primary education and is an active member of the
village Eéiié; He was once engaged in jﬁmdanf manufacturing and later
hecame a supplier for a jute mill, thus acquiring some property. Also,
he bought a Eéii.from a Hindu emigrant, earning him $pecial’ respect.
Four of Saiduddin's sons are high school graduates (which is prestigious
in the eyes of the villagers). Also, one of his sons is working as a
o stenographer in Dhaka city and commutes every day. His three other
high school graduate sons are involved in business. One of his
daughters attends the village high school and hopes to complete her
school-final soon. Clearly Saiduddin Munshi and his family are
separatiﬁg from their natal ngthI and kinship ties with other members

have become secondary.

]
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Table 15
Gogthi F
House Family Non Total Land *Occupatiao of Occupation of Non-head
hold Popula- kin Popu- Owned Fami Iy Head Working Members
No. tion Mem- lation in Pri- Secon- Members
M F bers Acres mary dary i 2 3 4
1 5 3 8 4.20  Agr. - Mill - - -
work
2 4 2 6 0.0 Mill - - - - -
Work
3 3 1 4 0.0 Service - - - - -
4 10 0.0 Laborer - - - - -
5 9 0.0 Mill - Wage Wage - -
Work Lab. Lab.
b 3 1l 4 1.80 Agr. - -do- - = =
7 1 - 1 0.0 Wage - - - - -
) Lab.
) 3 4 7 0.45 Printer Agr. - - = =
9 7 3 10 0.0 Wage Lab. -do- - - -
Lab.
10 2 5 7 0.0 Mill - -do- - - -
Total Aexk
10 36 30 66 6.45

Gosthi G: This gosthi is very poor.

-

among the original settlers of the village.

Ancestors cf this Easthz were

This is also a nincu or

low status 565th§. The total land owned by this ngth{ is only 3.00

acres.

workers; one member is a rickshaw driver (see Table 16).

Most of the members of this gagghi are day laborers or mill

However,

Sabir Ahmed is an exception; he is a high school graduate presently

working as a clerk in a ration shop in the industrial area.

this ngthE did not remember much about their ancestors.

Members of

Gani Ahmed's

FaFa was a prominent person and he told me that Karim Mia who was a

N
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Table 16
Gosgthi G
= __ House Family Non  Total Land — Occupation of — Occupationof Non-head
M hold Popula- kin Popu- Owned Family Head Working Members
No. tion Mem- lation in Pri- Secon- Members
M F bers Acres mary dary 1 2 3 4
1 3 6 - 9 0.60 Mill Agr. Rickshaw - - —
Work driver
2 4 - 6 0.60 -do- -do- - - - -
3 5 3 - 8 0.90 Service -do- - - - -
4 1 1 - 2 0.90 Wage -—do- - - - -
Lab.
5 2 1 - 3 0.0 Rickshw -do- - - - -
driver
Total
5 5 13 - 28 3.00

‘\ .

larmer and owned 1.5 acres of land. He was survived by lour sons -

Abdur Rob, Cani Ahmed, Abdus Sattar Mia and Abdul Raliim. The first two
were 15md5ni workers. The latter two are day laborers. The youngest
scn moved from Shimulia and lives in the nearby village of Bamail. Of
all the gasthi members, only Gani Ahmed's son has d&ue well. Already
he has increased his land holdings from 0.5 acres te 0.9. Also, his
son, Sabir Ahmed, married a daughter of Abul Kalam Shoud's daughter
(5§§£D§ T) bearing all the expenses of the marciage by himself. Abul
Kalam Shoud gave his daughter in marriage because Sabir Ahmed was a
desirable gproom since he had a school certificate and had been working
as a clerk; otherwise there would be no question of such a matrimonial
alliance as this gasthi is regarded as a nincu banda in the village.

It seems that Sabir Ahmed is deve bping a close tie with his in-law's

family, and his oldest son (who is about 8) is staying at Kalam Shoud's

%4 family and attends school from there. 1t is apparent to me that a new
segment is about to separate from its natal gasghf kin.
< L
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Table 19

Gogghi J

Total Land

Family Head's

House Eggily Non

Dccupation of Non-head

hold  Popu- Kin Popu- Owned Occupation ‘Working Members
No. lation Mem- lation in Pris Secon- Member
M F bers Acres mary dary 1 2 3 4
1 4 4 2 10 3.30 Agr. Cloth - - - -
trader
2 2 4 - 6 3.30 -do- Sales Mill - - -
man Work
3 5 2 1 8 2.40 -do- - - - - -
4 5] 3 i 9 2.40 ~-do- Printer - - - ® e
5 3 5 1 9 2.40 -do- -do- - - - -
Total
5 19 18 5 42 13.80

Gosthi K: This is another poor, original gasghi. 1t does not have

any patronymic title.

Gene ological data confirm that it was never a

wealthy 5asghf. It consists of 11 families with a total number of

82 people, who own 8.81 acres' of land.

spread over four different bagi.

laborer. His FaFaFa was Nazem Shoud.

Hakim Shoud and Hatem Shoud.

Vi

owned 2.4 acres of land) and were jamdani workers.

Members of this _ngth_E_ are
Karam Ali, age 60, is a landless
Nazem Shoud had two sons -

They did not own much land (Hakim Shoud

Later, Hakim Shoud

and Hatem Shoud and most of their descendants lost their land and today

three families of this ng;hi are landless and four families have very

little land. Most of the families work either as day laborers or as

mill workers (see Table 20).

o Y

Yet three members of this 565Eh§ are well

One is Abdul Baten who owns 3.3 acres in addition to 0.60 acres

which he share-crops.

Besides farming, Abdul Baten has a lumber business
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with a lumber shop at Demra Bazar. He is a self-made man. He started
his career as a carpenter without auny help from his father. His father

ig alive, but he spends most of his time wdndertnh with a graup of

i;w singers who sing-marafati (2 kind of Muslim nmystical sung). The father
is not liked by the villagers for his obscene languugu] and "indecent"
behavior. In contrast, Abdul Baten is a "decent ?%rson" in the con-
formist sense, anq the villagers contrast father and son. When
Abdul Baten accumulated wealth, he sought social status by marrying a
daughter from EéiEEi T (Shoud g?sthi), bearing all the expenses of
the marriage. T asked some members of Shoud EéiEﬂi why they considered
this matrimonial alliance appropriate. They replied that they gave
their daughrer in marriage to Abdul Baten as he is basically a decent
man.- Moreover, he is nice and wealthy; their daughter will be well
taken cave of. It seems that Abdul Baten is prospering. At the time
of my field work he had completed construcrion of a Béké building
For his residential quarters. [In this village, this is really a
prestigicus achievement. It seems that Abdul Baten is attaining
higher status because of his wealth und his affinal connections with
the gogyhI T (Shoud Gogghi).

Another member of this Eéikhz who also lives abuove the subsis-
tence level is Abdus Sagir, known in the village as Eﬁéié (milkman).
He has accumulated considerable wealth by supplying milk in Dhaka
city. He owns 2.38 acres of'land and has moved into the former E:Ii

of the gamsta of the zamindari estate of Bhagyakul. He has taken

Prol Agehananda Bharati who claims himself a mystic offers me an
intcrest]ug exp Bnation with regard to usage of obscene languages

g by the marfati order,belonging to the qufi Muslim dispensation. He
observes that most of the mystical groUp " have a code 1anguage which
is usually very obscene. This explains why Abdul Baten's father uses
obscene language in conversation.

e
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an interest in his son's education, and his eldest son is a college
student in Dhaka city.

Finally, there is Qamrul laque who owns 1.5 acres of land. He

K is a carpenter and he accumulated property as he derives a steady
income from carpentry.
Abdul Baten is entering a higher status group and will be khandani
in due course. Other members of this gagghi may well continue to
be poor.
Table 20
Gogthi K
House Family Non  Total Land Familv Head's Occupation of Non-head
£ hold Popu- Kin Popu- Owned Occupation Working Members
No. - lation Mem—- lation in Pri= Secon- Members
M F bers Acres mary dary A 2 3 4
1 5 6 2 13 3.30 Lumber Agr. - - - -
bus.
2 2 5 - 7 0.22 Carpen —-do- - - - -
ter
3 4 i) - 6 0.0 Serv. - Service
4 3 6 - 9 0.30 Wage Agr. Wage  Wage - -
lab. lab. lab.
55 4 1 10 2.38 aAgr. Milk L e r -
man
6 4 3 - 7 0.60 Wage  Agr. = = - -
\ lab.
X 7 4 2 - 6 1.50 Car= -do- - - - -
penter
8 3 4 = 7 0.21 Mill -do- Mill - - -
work work
§. Wiy 3 - 10 0.30 -do- -do-  Prin- Wage
ter Lab.
10 PN SO 3 0.0 Wage - - = - -
lab
11 3 IS e 4 0.0 Boiler Agr Wage - - -
. Mech, lab
Total
1l 41 38, -3 82 8.81
¢

PR
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Gosthi L: This is another poor gogghi (see Table 21). Although
it is nct original to the village, it originally was one of the

khandani ngthI. Its four families own a total of 2.17 acres of land.

ALl the residents of this gogthi live in unevgéii. It has the honorific
title khandakar (see Chapter III: status designation), but nomne of the
members are using it. Abdul Qaddus, a family head who is a mill éorker
told me that his father's father, Minat Ali Khandakar, lived in the village
Majmapur across the Lakhya River. According to him, they were one of

the khgndanz barfGa there. This gasghf had affinal connections with

gogthi B.
Table 21
Gogthi L
House Family Non Total Land Familv Head's Occupation of Non-Head
hold Popu- Kin Popu- Owned Occupation Working Members
No. lation Mem- lation in Prd= Secon- Members
M F bers Acres mary dary 14 2 3 &
1) 4 3 - e i, O Wage - Wage - - -
lab. lab.
2 A 1 - 2 1.80 Agr. - - = - -
3 3 3 - 6 0.0 Mill - - - - -
Work
4 2 . - 3 0.37 =-do- Agr. - - - -
Total
4 10 8 - 18 2.7

Magsood Mia of gogghl B (Arifuddin Mia's FaFaBr) brought his SiSo,
Kadam Ali Khandakar, to Shimulia (see E§§§hI B). Abdul Quddus is the son
of Kadam Ali Khandakar. Kadam Ali was involved in various professions
like jute and cattle trading as well as being a share-cropper. He accu-

mulated 6,00 acres of!land. This man had three wives all at one time.

ot
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Abdul Quddus was 10 months old when his father died. After his

father's death, he and his mother lived with his elder step brother,

Alimullah. But his step brother sold all their property, so Abdul Quddus

did not inherit a single piece of land. Now he is a mill worker and a
hardworking person. At the time of my field work he had accumulated
0.37 acres of land. His dream is to become a good farmer, owning a
fair stretch of:land. This gEg;hE is ronsidered to be low status, its
honorific title not withstanding. When asked to comment on the present

status of khandakar goethi, the viliagerb replied, "Well, there is no

doubt about the khandani status of khandakar bansa, but because of

economic distress, it cannot live up to its status."

Gagghi M; This gagghi is newly settled in the Qillage (1915).. Thexe
are fo;r households with 67 members. The gagghi owns a total of 22.05
acres of land. Akram Khan's FaFa, Enayat Khan, came to this village.
This gogghl has the patronymic title Khan (I will refer to it as
Khan gég;hi I). When its ancestor, Enayat Khan, came it was poor. Now
the overall economic condition of this Eiiihi is very good, and it is
on the threshold of a high status. Three of itz four households are
very wealthy and educated. However, Akram Khan told me that it was
not a wealthy gss;hf at all, because his father's father, Enayat Khan,

his father, Hayat Khan, and himself (Akram Khan) worked on the

jgmdanf looms of Shoud gasggi (gaqgh{ T). Data on village land holdings

and my interview with Akram Khan and his son Karimuddin Khan revealed
that the wealth of this gasthi is very recent, following the communal

riot of 1964.
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Table 22

¢ oS EhI M

House Family Non Total Land Fami ly Heads Occupation of Non-Head
_hgld___Popg:__”Kin__ggpgffugpwned Occupation Working Members

No. lation Mem- lation in Pri-  Secon-  Members —

F bers Acres mary darv 1 2 ) 4
1 11 6 8 25 9.00 Agr. Bus. Serv. Teacher - -
2 9 5 5 19 6.60 -do- —-du- Bus. - - -
3 7 3 3 13 6.00 -do- - - - - -
4 6 4§ = 10 0.45 Subcon- Agr. Car- Mechanic
tractor penter
Total
4 33 18 16 67 22.05

Enayat Khan, Akram Khan's FaFa, came to Shimulia after his natal
Eé;i in the village Paiti (three miles away) became overcrowded. At
first he settled in the western section of Shimulia, and later moved
to the present Eé;i. He was a good iémgégi worker who worked at the
looms of the Shoud 5§§Bhi (gasgh{ T). Enayat Khan had three sons,
Hayat Khan, Aram Khan, and Aziz Khan. At present, the descendants of
Aram Khan and Hayat Khan are living in Shimulia. The sons of Hayat Khan
are wealthy and hold considerable economic and political power in the
village. Hayat KHan's three sons, Akram Khan, Talimuddin Khan, and
Tahir Khan own 9.00, 6.6 and 6.00 acres of 1and respectively (see
Table 22). On the other hand Aram Khan's son Nannu Khan only owns
0.45 acres of land. Nannu Khan belongs to one of the poorest families
of the village and he subsists by pooling two of his sons' incomes (one
is a carpenter and the other, a mechanic). The three brothers main-

tain very close ties; all of them are trying hard to attain recognition

as a high status group.
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Hayat Khan was a poor man who, like his brother, inherited 0.3

acres of land. Akram Khan worked in various capacities before becoming

wealthy, He was a jﬁmdsni worker and worked in the looms of the Shoud

gogthi (gosthi T). Also, he peddled clothes. He worked hard and I was
astonished to see the amount of work he did every day at the age of 73.
His luck improved after the 1964 communal riot. During the 1965 Basic
Democracy election (local government), the village faction nominated him
as a candidate and he was elected.

The story of his election is related to the departure of the Hindus
for India, Meanwhile, some urban professionals (lawyers, businessmen
and doctors) became interested in buying land in the village for two
reasons: (1) Hindu land was selling at a low rate, and (2) prospects
for land in Shimulia sfter completion of the D.N.D. project were
favorable. To buy land here, they made contact with the B.D. (Basic
Democrat) member of the village. So Akram Khan and his brothers began
acting as middlemen in land transactions. Akram Khan and his brothers
are now the biggest share-croppers (total'amcunt 7.50 acres) of the
village as some lands belonging to the urban professionals were given
to them to share-crop. Furthermore, they are enjoying: land left by
some people who collaborated with the Pakistan Government during the
civil war, and had to leave the country, One of these refugees is a
barrister who became a Minister during the War of Independence. This
person is now in Saudi Arabia working for the Saudi Government and
there is no.likelihood of his returning home soon. It is interesting
to mention here that a reciprocal reliationship emerged between Akram Khan

and his brothers on the one hand and the absentee landowners of
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Akram Khan accumulated even more wealth during the 1973-75 famine

at which time the price of rice went up by 300 - 400 percent. Now he

is a wealthy farmer. His other brothers also acquired property through— —

§1licit practices. For example, Akram Khan's youngest brother was a

high school graduate and he became the secretary (a salaried position)
of the Matuail Union Council during the time Akram Khan was a member of

the Basic Democracy. During that time, the Hindus wanted to sell their

property, and the Pakistan government put restrictions on the sale of

such lands. However, it could be sold if one could produce a nationality

certificate, which is usually issued by the chairman of the Union Council.

Tahir Khan utilized his position as secretary of that council to issue

false_certificates to facilitate these land transacfions. Later on,

Tahir Khan became the manager of the Tejgaon Cooperative Association
where, villagers alleged he misappropriated its funds.

By 1977-78, these three brothers were in good economic shape.

They also have improved their social position in the village. Akram
‘Khan’s two sons are holding good positionms. His eldest son is a
;uﬁiversity graduate, presently working with the govermment sponsored

~”_cpop¢ragive organization. The second son is a high school graduate and
is the primary school teacher in the vi llage; he is also an innovative
A . - farmef who constantly experiments with improved methods of farming.
Akram Khan's eldest son married a girl from Dhaka city for which
he spent considerable sums of money. Akram Khan's second brother,
Talimuddin Khan, is a dealer in sand (used in construction) and earns

good mune&. He, too, is an innovative farmer. His daughter was married
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to a university graduate in a ceremony costing Tk. 50,000 ($2,500.)

which is a mark of social prestige in the village. Akram Khan's

youngest brother Tahir Khan constructed a E a building in his ;

&: g iy Vas a mafifgg#;;;ial and economic status. Akram Khan's brothers
are consciously looking for status and it seems highly likely that
in the near future, they will be considered as Bhﬁndgn. Nevertheless,
members of the Shoud gaggh{ do not recognize the status of this family
and still consider them to be nincu bansd. The economic condition
of Nannu Khan, Akram Fhan's FaBrSo, is not good and there seems no
chance of improvement in the near future. It is highly likely that

Nannu Khan's segment will still be considered as a low status segment

when Akram and his brothers attain khandani status.

Gasghi N: This gogthi is regarded as EiBEileiégé althouzh two

of its families are solvent. One of them owne 4.2 and the other 1.8
acres of land (see Table 23). It does not have khandani status nor is
there any liklihood of upgrading its status in the near future. It has
a patronymic title Khan, and I refer to it as Khan II. Salat Khan,

Vfthe oldest GSs;hE member, told me that it is not an original

:kéi;ng Salat Khan told me that his FaFaFa, Lalu Khan, came to Shimulia
fgdt he could not tell me exactly why. His FaFa, Aga Khan, was a

X ™ -iﬁillage chowkidar (watchman). Aga Khan had two sons - Pakkan Khan and

Torab Khan. Because Pakkan Khan died before his father, Pakkan Khan's
son did not inherit any property, and later Matin Khan left Shimulia
and settled in Tarabo, an adjacent village. Aga Khan gave all his

property to his other son, Torab Khan, who was also the village Epwkidar.

Salat Khan and his brother Taslim Khan are the sons of Torab Khan,

i :'\:?“. ;

5
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Table 23
¥
Gogthi N
House Family Non Total Land Family Head's Occupation of Non-Head
------ wold— = n— ——Working Members
k’ No. lation Mem~ lation in Pri- Secon~ Member
M F bers Acres mary dary.. 1 2 3 4
b 3 5 1 9 4,20 Agr. - Mill - = L
work
2 6 3 1 10 1.80 -do- - Agr. - - -
Total
2 9 8 2 19 6.00 g

Both Aga and Torab Khan also engaged in jEdenE manufacturing. It
seems that Torab Kh;n inherited 4.2 acres of land, but probably he lost
his property during his lifetime as Salat Khan and Taslim Khan inherited
0.30 -acres of land each. Both the brothers have increased their property.
Both worked as jamdani workers, but:later became mill workers, At
present, they do not work in the factary but supervise their own land
themselves. The status of this gagghi is nincu despite the fact Salat

Khan is a matbar of the village.

Gogthi 0: This is one of the largest and oldest gosghi. It has
38 households with 67.3 lacres of land between them. The total number
of members in this gagghi is 286 (see Table 24). One segment has the
A patronymic title Munshi, while the other two segments do not use any
uniform patronymic title. These three segments look:like three dif-
ferent gég;hi. However, upon collecting data I found that they actually
belong to the same gggtEi. Hence, although the three segments are

literally one gogthi, they are treated as three individual gogghi today

(see Figure 5).
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Figure 5

Three Segments of Gaﬁgh{ 0
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. Gogghi 0
House Family Non Total Land Family Head's Occupation non-head
hold Popu- Kin Popu- Owned Occupation Working Members
i e mfmrmwtn——?rﬁ'—%wm———mmbers——“ﬂ——
- M F Dbers Acres mary  dary 1 2 3 4
5 & - 9 2.90 Agr. = = - - -
- % 0.0 Ret'd. - Mil1l Mill - -
Work Work
3 4 - 74 0.0 Labor - - - - -
- 6 0.60 Agr. - - - - -
2 - 3 Q.0 MLTL - - - - -
Work
6 8 4 - 12 0.22 Sub-con - - - - -
tractar
7 6 3 - 9 1,80 Agr. Pirali Serv. - - =
-8 6 5 - 11 3:60 -do- Cloth Peon - - -
i trader
9 4 4 - 8 5.10 Bus. Agr. - - = =
10 & 6 1 13 6.30 Agr. - = = - -
11 4 2 - 6 0.45 Veg. -do- Blacl ' — - =
vendor smith
12 4 3 - 7 0.75 Elec- -do- - - - -
trician
13 4 5 - 9 0.0 Mill - - - - -
work
Phifesr 2 - 4 0.30 Agr. - - - - -
5 o 2 - 5 0.0 Mill - - = = -
162 3 - 5  0.30 Y95 agr. - - B
X7 - il - 7 5.70 Agr. Trader - - - -
. SEsSygeYe"3 4 - 7 0.0 Carpen - - - - -
\ o rsh ter '
19 =5 53 = 6 0.60 Cloth Agr. _ vl i g
trader
20 e - 8 0.45 Mill -do- - - - -
work

[Continued ...]
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Gosthi H: This gosthi can be considered of middle status. One

segment of this gasthi is wealthy and in my estimation, it will continue

to be prosperous. It does not have any patronymic title, although some

members use the title bepari (petty trader). There are 12 families
owning a total of 15.6 acres of land (see Table 17). Its members claim
it to be the original gagghi of the village. Ismail Mia, age 75, knew
his FaFaFaFa, Fakir Mia. He had four sons, of whom one, Bokai Mia, |
stayed in Shimulia while the other three brothers moved to different
places.

The gsgghi history reveals that most of the members engaged in

jamdani manufacturing. One segment is prosperous with most of its

members well above the subsistence category (see Table 17). They are

the descendants of Bokai Mia's son by his first marriage. The descen-
dants of Bokai Mia's other sons are not prosperous. Of the 12 families

of this gEsth{, 4 are landless. But Jadu Mia's descendants Korban Bepari,
Forkan Bepari and Tasar Ali Bepari are wealthy as they own 3.6, 2.4, and
3.6 acres of land, respectively. Korban Bepari inherited 2.4 acres

of land and added 1.2 acres. His son, Tobarak Hossain, is a college
drop-out who was one time a supplier of jute and accumulated a good
amount of money with which he built a new house for the family. His
house is a semi—Régé_with a sanitary: latrine (i.e., septic tank).

In mid 1978 Tobarak Hossain established a drug store in Sarulia Bazar.

It seems that Abu Mia's descendants are separating from the rest of

the gagghi. Moreover, Tobarak Hossain married a girl who had completed

her high school education. This is prestigious.

S
ol
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Table 17

House Family Non Total Land Occupation of Occupagzgn”;f Non-head
hold Popu- kin  Popu- Owned Family Head Working Members

i |

No. lation Mem- lation in Pri-  Secon- Member
M F bers Acres mary dary 1 4 3 4
1 2 3 - 5 0.90 Elec— Agr. - - - -
trician
2 6 2 - 8 0.0 Veg. - - - - -
Supplier
3 2 4 - 6 1.35 Agr. - - - - -
4 8 1 - 9 1.50 Mill - - - - -
Work
) 4 5 - 9 0.0 Trader - - - - --
6 4 3 1 8 1.05 Agr. Trader Car- = - - .
penter
o
7 "3 4 - 7 0.0 Mason - - - - =
ol 1 i - 2 0.0 Desti- - - - - -
tute
9 3 3 - 6 1,20 Apr. - - - - -
10 2. =& = 2 9 3.60 -do- - - - - -
2 S §. =B - L1 3.60 Jute  Agr. Busi- - - -
-~ ; trader ness
bl 3 -5 2 10 2,40 Agr. - Service - - -
< Total ‘
43 42 5 90 15.60
GSg;hE - This is the largest and the poorest (see Table 18).
<
[t has no patronymic title, still members claim to belong to the Fakir
(Mendicant) bansd. Faiz Ali Matbar is the wealthiest gasghf member.
He claims that his FaFaFaFa, Samur Fakir, was a fakir (mystic) who lived
during the time of Nawab Sirajdullah (circa 1750), the last Nawab of
Bengal. He told me a story about his extra human poers. It is said
i that when he died he was seen by a villager heading rapidly towards
- g
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the east uttering, "This place (Shimulia) is not worth living in,

there are no pure pecple here." Upon reaching Shimulia, he was non-
piussed to see Samur Fakir's dead body. He disclosed the vision to
- his kinsmen and died instantly. Faiz Ali Matbar told me that Samur Fakir

owned 24.00 acres of land. After Samur Fakir's death, his cnly son,
$iku Fakir, inherited all his father's property. [t is said that he too
was a mastan (mystic). Siku Fakir had five sons and two daughters. The
names of his sons were Shatjan, Rajajan, Arifjan, Kalujan, and Alekjan.
Faiz Ali Matbar is éhe descendant of Alekjan, the only brother who re-
tained his property. Geneological data reveal that each of Siku Fakir's
sons inherited 4.00 acres, but in subsequent years all the brothers
_except Alekjan lost their land. In the past, members of this géggﬂi
engaged in jamdani manufacturing while some people worked as latial
(professional hit-men) which is degrading. Some old people recalled
that most folks of this 56§th§ were tall and well built, and were
ferocious looking. It seems that initially it was a wealthy gasghz,
but I could not obtain any material to show how Siku Fakir's sons

lost their property. At the moment, members i rhisAgas;h{ are really

My rirst visit to this particular Easgh{ was quilte an experience.
When I went there and was introduced, the residents of this Eé;i,
particularly women, thought that I was a government official making
some assessment for relief operations for them. This was probably due

to their past experience in connection with government official's visits
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to assess the poverty jevel. I heard voices coming from all four
gides, 'Shaheb, come to my residence and see for yourself how torn down

_ my house is," T tried to convince them that I was not an official nor

was I making an assessment for relief. At that point, nobody was con-
vinced. Only later did they realize my actual purpose in staying in
the village. 1 have found that they had some vague feeling that L
might be of some help in their misery. For example, when L wanted to
take pictures, 1 used to hear voices from all four corners, "Shaheb,

take a picture of my hous®, how poor it is.'

' Most of the houses do

not even have the bare necessities. Families have only the barest
minimum of personal belongings, such as some earthern and aluminum
cooking vessels, a few mats, a few sanki (potter's plate) and a few
dirt§ and sticky kantha (quilt). Most of the families do not have a
separacte kitchen, people cook and sleep in the same place. Still, two
members of the gasrhi are relatively well off. One is Faiz Ali Matbar
who owns 3.00 acres aund is a member of the village éil&i. de is also
the matbar of this EB§Fhi- The other well ot! member is Dawood Ald

a policeman who owns 1.5 acres. He moved out ol his natal bargi and

<{s presently living in a hag{ next to Phakif_ﬂiii_whiuh he bought from

a Hlindu migrant. He shares this bari with members of §§5Eh§a0; My
~__ observation is that this gogghi has been poor and will continue to be

poor in the future.
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' Gogthi I
House Family Non Total Land Family Head's Occupation Non-Head
hold Popu- kin Popu- Owned Occupation Working Members
e o NU.- - lation MEW lation In. . Pri- Sacon- Member
- M F Dbers Acres mary dary 1 2 3 4
ik 5 2 - 7 0.30 Prin~ Agr. Mill - - ~
ter work
2 8 3 1 13 1.50 Police -do- -do- -mill - =
man work
3 2 2 - 4 0.30 Mill -do- - = - -
work
4 2 2 - 2 0.0 -do- - - ik - -
5 2 2 - 4 0.0 -do- - - - - -
6 1 2 - 3 0.0 Wage - - - - -
lab.
7 4 ) - 7 0.0 -do- . - Wage  Wage - =
: lab. lab.
b
8 2 3 - 5 0.0 -do- - - - - =
9 4 3 - 7 0.0 Mill - - - - -
work
10 1 3 - 4 0.60 -do- - - - - -
11 5 4 - 9 0.0 Wage - Mill - - -
lab. work
12 4 1 - 5 0.45 Mason Agr. = - = =
4z 1 i - 3 0.0 Mill -do- - - - -
work
14 3 e - 3 0.0 Wage ~ - = & =
: 1ﬂbn
15 1 3 - 4 0.0 -do- - - - = ~
16 2 3 - D 0.0 -do- - Wage - = -
lab.
X
17 1 1 - 2 0.0 Carpen - - = = =
ter
18 2 2 - 4 0.0 Wage - - - - =
- Lab.
19 5 3 - 8 3.0 Agr. - Printer - - -
20 D3 - 8 0.0 Wage - Wage Wage
5 lab. Lab. Lab.
2] 2 1} - 3 0.0 Mill - - - = =
work
[continued ...]
-
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-~ 5 Table 18 (continued)
louse Family Non Total Land Family Head's Occupation Non-Head

hold Popu- Kin Popu- Owned Occupation Working Members
Mo. _lation Mem— Jlation din Pri— Secon= = ‘Member —— — — —
. M F  Dbers Acres mary ik 2 3 “
22 4 2 - 6 0.0 =-do- = ~ - - -
23 3 2 = 5 0.0 Mill - - - - -
Work
24 3 1 - 4 0.0 Carpen - - - = =
ter
25 ) 3 - 6 0.0 Mill - - - - -
work
26 2 3 - 5 0.0 Wage - - - = =
lab.
27 2 2 - 4 -do—- - - = = %
28 3 3 = Mill = Mill - - =
work work
b 29 4 3 - 7 0.35 Wage - -do- - - -
’ lab.
10 2 2 - 4 0.0 Mill - = = - =
work
3] 4 1 - 5 0.0 -do- = - - - &
32 2 4 = 6 0.0 Carpen- - = = = =
ter
33 2 2) < 5 0.40 Wage Agr. Printer - - =
Lab.
34 5 4 - 9 0.0 ~do- Kabi- Wage = = =
N raj Lab.
=35 2 - 4 0.0 Mill - = = - =
S Work
36 2 2 - 4 0.30 -do- Agr. ~ = - =
X Ay 2 2 - 4 0.0 -do- - - - - -
318 2 4 - 6 0.0 -do- - = = = =
39 2 1 - 3 0.0 Pedler - - - - =
40 2 4 - 6 0.0 Mill - - = - -
Mechanic
41 1 3 - 4 0.0 Veg. — - o == =
Grower
Total
4 2Lz L B [ o EE L § 214 7.20
t-
Rl - -

250 ; : : 1
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Gogthi J: Gosthi J is considered to be madyam bansa (middle).

It is one of the original gasghz and consists of five families with a

total mewbership of 42. 1t owns 13.8 acres of land. Members of this

gagghi live in a single gé;i and do not have a uniform patronymic title.
However, it seems that most of the gas;hf members are well off as most

of them live above the subsistence level (see Table 19). Each of

them owns more than 2.00 acres. Sahabuddin Mia's FaFuFa was Kabir
Mullah. Kabir Mullah's father came from Mirpur (now a suburb of Dhaka
city). Sahabuddin Mia told me that his ancestor came in search of
cultivable land, and in those days land was casily available here.

Kabir Mullah had one son, Atik Shoud, who did iéﬂgéﬂi manufacturing.

He had 1.5 acres of land and was both a cultivator and a jgmdgnf

manufacturer. Atik Shoud had two daughters and a son, Atar Ali Munshi.

Atar Ali Munshi was educated; he knew some Bengali literature and some

Arabic. He inherited 1.5 acres from his father and increased his land-—

holdings to 9.6 acres through jamdanz manufacturing and agriculture.

Atar Ali Munshi had three sons and a daughter. His first two sons are

dead, but their sons, Karim Mohammad and Nabi Mohammad (from Akram Munshi

. and Ahsan Munshi respectively) are alive. Atar Ali Munshi's youngest

son is Sahabuddin. This ngghIAis economically sound, but I do not see

any chance in the near future for its transformation into a high status
! group in the village, since members of this 5§§£ﬂ£ could not make any

significant mark in agriculture, business or education.
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Table 24 (continued)

llouse Family Non Total

Land

131

Family Head Occupation of Non-head

 _hold Popu— Kin Popu- Owned Occupation Working Members
No. lation _ﬁéﬁ;*"Iéfiﬁﬁ"in—---Pri-wSeeonau ____Members
F bers Acres mary dary 1 2 3 4
20 5 53 = 8 0.45 a1l = - - - -
work
21 4 & = 8 2.90 Agr. - - - - -
22 e = 5 1.80 -do- Carpen Milk - - -
ter man
23 5 10 1 16 028 h=dtzs. v Mill  Lumber
% work trading
24 6 3 i 9 2.40 Agr Mill  Agr. Agr. - -
work
25 6 1 10 6.00 -do- - Clerk -do- - -
‘ﬁgé 6 - 10 1.80 -do- = Serv. Car- Teacher Clerk
: penter’
27 4 2 - 6 O 0EEEMET L - - - - =
- work
28 8 3 2 13 6.00 Subcon Agr. - = - =
tractor
29 11 3 2 16 4.50 Agr. Cloth Deed Deed - -
Trader writer writer
30 5 A e 8 0.90 Subcon AgT. Mill
tractor work
a5 3. - 8 0.75 Printer -do- - - - -
e 2 2 - b . 0,15 ~do=df =do= - - -
=33 4 2 6 3.60 Agr Cloth - - - -
o _ trader
34 1 - - i Te20/  —do= - - - - -
35 3 9 2 10 2.70 Teacher Agr. Homeo = - -
path
Dr.
36 2 Vs 2= 3 0.90 Agr. Trader — - - =
37 2 R 3 1.20 -do-
38 2 1 - 3 1,20 Car= Agr.
penter
Total
38 158" 119 9 286
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By Munshi gEg;hI villagers impl: tle hé;i of Sadeq Munshi, a persoan
well-known in the village and in the- locality. Only the members of this

segment use the patronymic title Munshi. This segment is considered to

be Epﬁndani, and its khandani status goes back a few generations. Igihr
{s said that gogthi T (Shoud pagtti) obrained its khandani status from
it. This segment had a few taluks and a good ampunt of land, When Shoud

gos thi (gquhI T) started accumulating property during the time of Sadar,

Ainuddin and Akkas Shoud (early “twentieth century), it desired affinal
connections.with Munshi gasth{z particularly with Zulfikar Munshi's
daughter in marriage to Sadar Shoud. Initially Zulfikar Munshi refused
but later consented to that marriage. Tt is believed that Zulfikar
Munshi consented to the marriage because he started to lose land at that
time.- Also, it seems that Zulfikar Munshi began to sell land to Shoud
gagghi, and most of the lands now belonging to Shoad g?ﬁth{ be longed
originally to Munshi gogghi.

The ancestors of this Eéi&ﬁi are Ataul Shoud and Mukarram Shoud.
At present the descendants of Mukarram Shoud live in the Sikdar BEEQ‘

this segment is not known as Munshi wyosthi. Ataul Shoud's descendants

live in the western part of the village and the residents of Munshi

Qégi are known as Munshi gB§;h§. Data reveal that originally this

ESSEhT did not have the patronymic title Munshi. Both Ataul and Mukarram
Shoud have the Shoud title. The patronymic title came into use from
Zulfikar Munshi, son of Kabari Shoud, primarily because Zulfikar Munshi
had some knowledge of Arabic and Islam (he used to perform some religious
services). This title continued because of the prominence of Sadeq

Munshi, son of Zulfikar Munshi. He became a member of the jury in a




magistrate court becdlkgks Universitydnstitytiope| Reppsitoyiminated thieves in Shanar
par, a notorious neighboring village. He was an important figure in

the local government, as he was a member of the Union Board for six

"———I“*y'ears. L
The other segment of Ataul Shoud's descendants comprise Baharuddin's
sons, Dr, Sahadat Hossain Mia and Sultan Hossain. Dr. Sahadat Hossain
Mia is a high schcol graduate and a primary school teacher. He is also
a part—time homecpathic doctor and is coasidered to be maydam (midd1le)
banda. His wife is a high school graduate and is at present a nomi-
nated member of the Union Parigad. Sultan Hossain is a farmer and lives
much above the subsistence level. Descendants of Mukarram Shoud live
in Shikdar Bé;é_near the eastern part of the village. A few members of
g - this segment are wealthy, whilé the rest are poor with 6 landless
families out of the 19 families (see Table 24).
It appears that Munshi segment is khandani. However, the chances
for the other two segments to enter into a high status group are remote,

in spite of Dr. Sahadat Hossain Mia's special prestige.

Gosghi P: This is a poor gosthi in the village. It has 11 families
~~ wheoowr. 10.77 acres of land. There are 77 people in this gsgghf all of

whom live in a single bagi'(see Table 25). This is not a khandani 5§§;h{.

It has the patronymic title BeBSIi (petty t;ader) although the younger
members do not use the patronymic title. Thié gss;hi is also an original
gogthi of the village. Sarifuddin Bepari, age 80, remembers that his
FaFa, Naqui Bepari, was a farmer and-a rice trader. He accumulated

9.0 acres of land before his death. Nagqi Bepari had two sons and two

daughters. His two sons were Samad and Jalal Bepari. Samad Bepari
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had five sons &nd four daughters. His sons were Hossain Ali, Hakim

Ali, Zakir Ali, Nayan Ali (died in infancy) and Sarifuddin Bepari.

“Of all the brothers, only the descendants of Zakir Ali and Sarifuddin ~~

are well off. Zakir Ali's SoSo Nazimuddin, is a mill worker and owns
1.5 acres of land including some property which he inherited from his
MoBr, Sarifuddin Bepari is a retired farmer and stays with his youngest
son Nooruddin. Sarifuddin Bepari seems a hardworking man and also a
good jamdani worker. He told me that his wife was also a fine jamdani
worker. He inherited two acres land and accumulated an additional
6.6 acres which he divided equally between his two sons. His eldest
son, Kabiruddin, is a mill carpenter, while his youngest son, Nooruddin,
a smart young man is a deed-writer who has accumulated a considerable
amount of money from his profession. He has two wives, whom he has
been able to maintain well. At the time of my research, 1 found that
Nooruddin was building a Réké house for himself. Yet he has not been
successful’ in raising his status. Villagers know that he went to jail
twice for false deed writing. Samad Bepari's other brothers lost their
land quickly. In Bangladesh, it is highly likely that a farmer will

: suq?uﬁb to debt if any of his crops fail. And it is highly likely

Vthéf once a farmer is in debt, he wiil remain so for the rest of his
life.

Rahim Bepari's descendants, particularly his son's son,
Ali Ahmed Mia, are doing wéll. At.tﬁe time of my field work, he
had started a grocery store. Of this ng;hi, only Nooruddin appears

able to eventually attain khandani status.

P
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Table 25
Gogthi P
House Family Non Total Land  Family Head's Occupation. of Non-head-
hold Popu- Kin Popu- Owned Occupation Working Members
No. lation Mem—- lation in Pri- Secon- Members
M F bers Acres mary dary jl 2 3 4
1 4 i = 5 0.90 Wage Agr. - - - -
Lab.
2 2 5 - 7 0.45 Magson -do- - - - -
3 5 2 - 7 0.0 -do- -do- =~ - = -
4 6 2 2 10 2.40 Agr. Deed  Agr. - - =
A writer
5 2 5 2 9 2.40 ~do- Car- = - - -
penter
6 3 3 - 6 1.50 Mill Agr. Deed - - -
work writer
7 4 4 - 8 1.50 Agr. Grocer Mason - = =
8 6 4 1 1L 0..75 -do- Mason - - = ~
9 3 il - 4 0.75 Mason  Agr. - - - -
10 4 3 - 7 0.0 Wage Wage Wage - - =
lab. lab. lab.
13 1 2 - 3 0.06 ~do- - - = = =
Total
11 40 32 5 77 10..71
Gagghf ): This is one of the poorest gaggh-. There are five

families owning only 1.2 acres of land; two families are landless (see

" Table 268)., I had difficulty gathering information on this gssthi,

particularly on its history. Apparently it is one of the original gSs;hI.
Madhu Shoud, an ancestor, was a poor jgdenI worker. He had one son,
Bakker Munshi. Bakkar Munshi had some religious eghcation and owned

about 3.00 dcres of land. Bakkar Munshi is the father of Abdul Khalaque
Mia, who 1s a landless mill worker. All the members of this gogthl are

poor and there is no chance that any of them will become wealthy in the ..

foreseeable future.

R
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Table 26
Gosthi 0
House Family Non Total Land Family Head's Occupation of Non-Hcad
hold Popu- Kin Popu-—- Owned Occupation Working Members
No. lation Mem- lation in Pri- Secun- Member
M F bers Acres mary  dary 1 -2 3 4
1 3 3 - 6 0.0 Wage : - - = -
lab.
2 6 il - v} 0.0 Mill - Mill = = =
work work
3 4 6 - 10 0.22 Car- Agr, Wage Wage - =
penter lab. lab.
4 4 4 - 8 0.60 Mill -do- = = = T
work
5 ] 3 - 4 0.30 Maid - = = = =
servant
Total
bt 18 17 - 35 1y

GSs;hz R: Here we have a wealthy uagghz. It has three households
{35 members) in two Eéli and owns 16.80 acres of land (see Table 27).
Originally, this gSsEhI came from Changail, a village belonging to Byddir
Bazar Thana across the river Lakva in the distriét of Dhaka. Khalil
Sarder is 80 years old and 1is one of the wealthiest farmers of the village.
He told me that his FaFaFa, Dangu Shoud, was a resident of the village
of Changail. Neverthelesé, his FaFa, Manik Shoud, for some unknown reason
moved to Shimulia. Khalid Shoud could not tell me how much land Manik
Shoud had owned. However, he had one son, Kanu Shoud, who owned 9.6
Aacres. Although he was a farmer, he worked as a sardar (literally
leader) of -laborers in road construction in Dhaka city. From this work
he got the title sardar. Kanu Sardar had three sons and a daughter.

His sons were Firoz Sardar, Khalil Sardar, and Salimuddin However,
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Feroz Sardar had no male heir, so he adopted a son. After his death

his adopted son went back to his original village taking all of Feroz

Sardar’s movable property. Khalil Sardar married thrice: he did not

have any children from his first marriage. From his second marriage

he had three daughters and a son. At the time of my field work the son,
Tyub Ali, had died and the family was being looked after by his SoSo
Kazimuddin. Khalil Sardar maintained few connections with his eldest

son, and after the latter's death he had very little to do with Kazimuddin.
Khalil Sardar has four sons and three daugﬁfers by his third marriage.

His eldest son, Tajul Islam, is a university graduate who is working as

an accountant for the Water and Power Development Organization of the

: Bangladesh government. Previously, he was a school teacher and at the

time of my field work, he was preparing for his Master's in Political
Science. His wife comes from Dhaka city. Khalil Sardar's second son
i{s a B.A. student and the third son an apprentice in a mill, and the

fourth is a college student. Khalil Sardar's son Tajul Islam enjoys a

special prestige because he is a university graduate and works in the

city. His marriage into an urban family also contributed to this status.

This'gséghi segment is prosperous and on the threshold of khandani status.
4 Kanu Shoud's third son, Salimuddin, had one son and a daughter.

fﬁ;-;on, Khabir, is wealthy, owning 7.8 acres of land; he inherited

about 4.5 acres from his father and increased his helding with money

obtained in jute trading. Kabir is doing well and should be able to

increase his land holdings further. He 1is a matbar of the village

salig, a position obtained primarily because of his economic power.
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Table 27

Gogthi R

House Family Non Total Land Family Head's Occupation of Non-Head
hold Popu- Kin Popu- Owned Occupation Working Members
No. lation Mem- lation in Pri- Secon- Members

M F  bers Acres mary dary 1. 2 3 4

i 8 4 3 15 9,00 Ret'd - Serv, Mill = -
Work

2 3 5 - 9 0.0 Yarn  Agr. = = = =
; Supplier

3 r 5 = 12 7.80 Agr. - - - - -

3 18 14 3 35 16.80

Gagghz S: Overall, this gasghI is considered poor. It has 13
families with 19.45 acres. Members reside in four Eéii‘ 1t is not a
khandani ga§§hz, but the situation of one of its families is somewhat
exceptional. Its head, Abdul Majid, is one of the wealthiest persoms in
the village, as well as a faction leader.

Abdul Majid's FaFaFa was Kalimuddin Shoud. Kalimuddin Shoud was
1"a}f;fmer and a rice trader. He had one son, Bakeh Ali Shoud, who in-
'rﬁe;}ted all of his father's land. It is said that Baksh Ali Shoud was
:févdisciple of a holy man (murid of a pir). He used to sing marfati

song, played the détara (two stringed musical instrument), and smoked
marijuana. He was also feared for his valor as he was an expert in club
fighting. Baksh Ali Shoud had five sons who each inherited 2.4 acres.
All five brothers lost their lands and their sons inherited nothing.

One of the'sons was Suruj Mia, the father of Abdul Majid. Yet

HO B ot CU o weaain ; - - e
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Abdul Majid has accumulated a very larpge tract of land. Land records
“-vshow—that—he—aequired—mn&LJaf_Lhis,lﬂnd_ﬂﬁggr the communal riot of 1964.
Like other rich farmers here, Rostum Ali acted as a middleman in land
rransactions with Muslim speculators of Dhaka city. They engaged in
land speculation on the basis of land cheaply acquired from the departed
Hindus. As a result, Abdul Majid developed a special, continuing,
relationship with the urban landowners. This will be elaborated in
Chapter V. Abdul Majid is a self-made man. He first worked as a jEdeni
worker with hig father. While.doing so, he got the job of a peon in
the custom and excise department in the district of Rangpur. He was
ftﬁere for a few year, later returning home and starting to go to school.
However, he could not continue, and got a job as peon with the teacher's
training college in Dhaka. While working as a peon, he became interested
in education and started taking private classes SO that he could appear
for the Matriculation Examination. While he was working as a peon, he
used to sell dictionaries which were imported from England. From this,
he became interested in the import and export business (in which he
became involved when he left his job). He succeeded in passing the
Matriculation Examination and became a clerk with the education depart-
ment. During his tenure there, he entered into business with a fellow
villager, Arifuddin Mia (gEsghI B) utilizing the opportunities associ-
ated with the 1964 communal riot. Mos; of the land that he owns belonged
to the Hindus. The birth of Bangladesh gave him further opportunity to
{ncrease his wealth. For example, he got a permit to import yarm from
Japan throygh his alignment with the absentee landowners of Dhaka city.

During the post-independence period he started to obtain khandani status
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by becoming a factional leader. He also donated Taka 18000 ($900.)

in ‘cash plus 0.30 acres of land to the village high schoonl. As a result,

the school was named for him. The naming of the school created many con-

flicts and the khandani gEs;hI of the village could not stand for it.

During mv stay in the village I witnessed a number of meetings among
different groups of ¥illagers to discuss whether or not it was appro-

priste to keep the name of the school. The khandani gaagh{ in the

village considered him to be an -upstart. He also donated 0.50 acres of
land for a proposed maternity hospital for the village sponsored by

the Bangladesh Family Planning Department. This donation was made during
my stay. This had further incurred the displeasure and jealousy of

tha khandani gosthi.

He further aimed at high status by giving his daughter in marriage
to a person who is a Master's student at Dhaka University. Abdul Majid
spent a considerable period in the urban area and he understands the
importance of urban connections and education, having sent his sons to
college. By doing this, he has achieved khandani status, although villagers
~do not foréet to remark, "It is Abdul Majid who alone can be counted in
the'gas;hz.” As Abdul Majid is a smart man, he started using 'saheb'
éfter his name, a term which is used by urban educated bhadrolok. It
would have been very interesting to follow his future career. Unfortunmately,
Abdul Majid died suddenly during a cancer operation in 1978.

The other two wealthy members of this gagghz are Abdul Majid's
late brother Saiful Haque and his FaBrSc, Khair Ali Mia. Saiful Haque

was a policeman and acquired 2.4 acres of land through his job. He is

now dead and his widow is looking after his family. Khair Ali is a land

. \'ll
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broker in the village and has accumulated 2.4 acres of land through

- this business: The other members of -Abdui-Majtd's gogghi areeither —

day laborers or mill workers (four landless).

They are very poor

(see Table 28). Abdul Majid did not have a close relationship with

his poor gSg;hI members, On the other hand, he maintained a very

close relationship with his brother Saiful Haque and his FaBrSo,

Khair Ali (who was an ardent follower of Abdul Majid's faction).

13 g6 . 43 75 94 19.45

Table 28
Gogthi S
House Family " Non Total Land Family Head's Occupation of Non-Head
hold Popu- Kin Popu- Owned Occupation Working Members
No. . lation Mem- 1lation In Pri- Secon- Member
M F  bers Acres mary dary 1 2 3 4
1 1 6 - 7 0.0 Mill Petty - - E =
work trade
2 5 B = 8 0.75 -do- Agr. ~ - - -
3 2 4 - 6 0.30 =-do- ~-do- - - - =
4 4 5 - 9 0.30 -do- -do- Car- - - -
penter
. 2 3. G- 5 0.0 Agr. Grocer - - - =
=56 3 2 - 5 0.45 Grocer - - - - -
7 1 2 - 3 0.0 Serv. - - - = -
8 3 3 - 6 0.0 Mill - - - - =
work
9 3 2 - 5 2.40 Agr. - - - ~ -
10 6 3 2 1l 2.40 =do- Land - - - =
broker
i b 3 2 - 5 0.0 -do- - - - - =
1.2 9 5 3 17 12.60 Bus. Agr., - - - -
13 4 z R 7 0.25 Labor - Wage - - -
labor
Total
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Gagthz T: This gasthi is considered to be the top most khandan
of the village. Economically, it belongs to the upper category. It

has 23 families and owns 52.15 acres of land (see Table 29). It was

not a khandani gosthi during its initial period of settlement. The
history of this gEgthI reveals a crucial pattern of status formation
among the Muslims of Bangladesh. The* founder of this g;sghI, Sakka
Mullah came from the eastern part of Dhaka district and settled in
Shimulia about 1830. I learned little regarding his occupation, the
amount of land he owned, and why he had the patronymic title Mullah.
Sakku Mullah had one son, Danu Mullah, and in turn Danu Mullah had two
sons - Abdur Rahman and Abdul Jabber. It appears that the family was
not wealthy and probably had little land. This has been corroborated
by a piece of information which I gathered when I was conducting an
interview with the octogenarian, Khalil Sardar of the gasthI R, who
said that Ainuddin Shoud (later a prominent member of this gasghi)
borrowed Taka 10.00 (approximately $2.00 in that time) for his marriage
from Khalil Sardar's Father, Kanu Sardar.

Abdul Jabbar had three sons —- Sadar, Ainuddin and Akkas Shoud.
His younger brother Abdur Rahman had one son who later became mentally
deranged and died without marrying. The gEg;hI became prominent during
the lifetime of Abdul Jabbar's three sons who entered the gaikar (whole-
saleer) business for the jEdenI and kasida industries. They also had
a big jEdenI factory and many villagers aged 60 and above reportedly
worked in this factory. This business brought them much wealth. They
were also actively involved in money lending and both Hindus and Muslims

borrowed money from them at an exorbitant rate.

142
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After becoming wealthy, this ng;hI sought social status by

upgrading its affinal connections. Abdur Rahman's son, Sadar Shoud,

married the daughter of Zulfikar Munshi of the EnghI 0 (Munshi seg-
ment) but only with great difficulty. At that time, the Munshi gsgghi
was considered to be the highest khandan of the village and the
Munshi's falt that the Shouds were nincu badga. The Shoud gosgghi

also bought three sikimi taluka and thus entered zamindary status

which confirmed their khandani status. Further, one of the prominent
members of this gogghi (Ainuddin Shoud) went to Mecca on Haj. Upon
returning, he stopped lending money, thereby removing the stigma from
his religious image, and hence his social status. Furthermore, he
constructed a Eé&é mosque. Finally, he donated 2.24 acres of land
to the mosque as wakf property. Now the quest for status has ended
~as the gagghz has been recognized as a khandani, not only in the village
but also in the area. The achievement of economic and social status
allowed it to enter into politics. Ainuddin Shoud headed the village
‘panchayet. But he did not enter into local govermment politics (Union
ﬁoard)rwhich was ﬁhen completely dominated by Hindus. However, one
E;§§Ei member was elected to the Union Board in the early 1930s. From
that time on this gasghi was directly represented in local government
until 1965. After 1965, ngEhE members have been indirectly involved
in politics. Further, since 1965, their dominance over the village has
been challenged by a few other wealthy families.

The gSs;hI remained joint (in property as well as cooking
arrangements) until the late 40s. During the early 50s, this gagghi
started to decline. However, it has succeeded in maintaining its

social status, although I noticed some discontinuity in some segments

143
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which became poor. In particular, two families have drifted into land-
lessness and their names are hardly mentioned when gSs;h{ status is

discussed. Ainuddin's SoSo represents the dominant segment of the gEggh{,
both in wealth and in education. Even today, many wealthy persons of

the village belong to this gaggh-.

Two members are rich. One, Khalishuddin Shoud is one of the richest
persons. Besides farming, he is a contractor and supplier for the Water
and Power Development Authority of the Bangladesh Government. Like other
rich persons, he came into contact with urban land speculators who bought
land following the communal riot of 1964. Khalishuddin Shoud became a
middlemén in transactions for urban land owners. Needless to say,
Khalishuddin Shoud acquired considerable amounts of land following the
conmunal riot of 1964, In addition, he has extended his investments in
Dhaka, where he bought a house and site for his construction business.

Two of his daughters are married to urban service holders who have been
working as overseer of an engineering firm and a bank clerk respectively.
In tﬁis way, Khalishuddin Shoud has consolidated his link to Dhaka.

The other rich farmer is Abdur Rob Shoud who is presently working
as a brick factory manager. Also, he has been working as a supplier of
construction materials with different government organizations. He has
been using his connections with the absentee landowners of Dhaka who
are well connected with the administrativg set up. Two of his sons are
in business. The absentee landowners of Dhaka have been helping his
sons in different ways in their business. On the other hand Akkas and

Sadar Shoud's SoSos are in economic distress; it seems that in the near
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Gosthi T
House Family Non Total Land Family Head's Occupation of Non-Head
hold Popu- Kin Popu- Owned Occupation Working Members
s —Na_—— - 1g on—-—- ————Members-
M F bers Acres mary dary 1 2 3 4 5
1 6 3 = 9 3.60 Agr. Mill - - - -
Work
2 9 5 4 18 4.80 -do- Deed Con- - - - -
Writer tractor
3 1 2 - 3 1.20 -do- - - - - - =
4 2 74 | 5 1.65 -do- Service - - - - -
3 4 1 - 5 0.55 Mi1l1 Agr. - = - = e
i i Mech
6 7 3 2 12 0.90 Service -do- = = = = =
7 3 3 1 7 1205 Agr, Car- = - - = =
penter
8 2 6 1 9 1.50 -do- Mill Agr. = - < =
: Mech.
9 3 3 - 6 0.91 Jute Agr. = = = = =
trader
10 5 4 - 9 2.58 Agr. Serv. = = = = =
11 2 4 1 7 3.90 -do- Car- = - - = =
- penter
12 1 2 - 3 1.11 -do- Mill - = = e~ =
work
13 3 3 - 6 1.50 Car- Agr. = = = = =
penter
14 6 3 - 9 0.0 Mill- - Mill - - - g
work work
15 2 5 - 7 0.0 -do- Bus. - - = = =
16 5 4 2 11 2.70 Agr. Mill Serv. - = = -
Mech.
17 3 2 - 5 0.0 Mill - = = = = =
work
18 i 1 -~ 2 1.20 Car- Agr. - = = = =
penter
19 4 3 4 11 9.90 Agr. Con- Agr. = = = B
tractor
20 L] 4 4 19 6.00 Serv. Agr/Bus Agr Serv. Bus. Bus. Ser
2X 6 3 2 11 3.00 Agr. T'chr. Serv. - - = -
22 4 6, 2 12 3.00 Serv. Agr. Serv. - - = =
23 5 6 - 11 1.20 Agr. Mosque
Total AR
23 g5 78 24 197 52.15
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future they will slip out of the high status group. However, the other

segment which 1s wealthy and educated, will continue to hold the status

of khandani group.

Gagghi U: Another extremely poor, original yillage gSs;hI is
gagghi U. It does not have any patronymic title. Data show that this
ng;hI has always been poor. One of the earliest members was Ismail
Mandal, who was poor and landless. His son, Kalam Ali, was also poor, and
became a professional cook. Today, most of the members of this gEsthI are

farmers, day laborers and mill workers (see Table 30).

Table '30

14

Gosthi U
House Familu Non Total Land Family Head's Occupation of Non-Head
hold Popu Kin Popu- Owned Occupation Working Members
No. lation Mem- lation in Pri- Secon- Member
M F bers Acres mary dary il 2 3 4
32 2 2 - 4 0.60 Agr. Labor Labor - = =
i 2 3 - 5 0.30 -do- -do- - - - -
i 4 b = 9 0.90 -do- ~-do- — - - -
4 4 5 - 9 0.90 -do- -do- Agr. Mill - -
work
6 - 9 0.45 Printer Agr. - - - =
4 6 - 10 0.45 Labor -do- Agr. Labor Mill Labor
Work
7 2 3 - 5 0.45 -do- -do- -do- - - =
8 4 5 - 9 0.90 Agr. Labor Labor Mill - o=
work
9 6 2 - 8 1.50 -do-  -do- - = - =
Total
9 3k =37 - 68 6.45
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Gas;hi V: This gasthI settled in the village in the recent past.

The head of the family, Habibuddin, came from a village across the river

Lakya. Before coming here, he married into gosthi E. Whan Alal Bhuiyan s
daughter died, he remarried. He owns 0.90 acres of land (see Table 31).
He is also a mill worker. His two sons are rickshaw pullers. There is

little chance of economic improvement in the near future.

Table 31
Gasghi \Y
House Family Non Total Land Family Head's Occupation of Non-Head
hold Popu- Kin Popu-~ Owned Occupation Working Members
No. lation Mem— lation in Pri- Secon- Member
M F bers . Acres mary  dary 1 2 3 K
1 4 4 - 8 0:90: =Mitl. . SAar, Rick- Rick-
: work shaw shaw
Tt driver driver
lfotal
1 4 4 - 8 0.90

This concludes the discussion of the 22 ga§thz of Shimulia. In the
next chapter, I will discuss the process of change in the land tenure

since 1945,

Summary
This chapter dealt with all the gosthi of Shimulia, which total 22.
It evaluated these 22 Muslim gasghi to outline the history of social

organization of this locality.
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S Chapter—V

CHANGING LAND TENURE PATTERNS IN SHIMULLA

This chapter takes up land tenure in Shimulia.

Brief History of Land Tenure

ln order to understand Shimulia's land tenure system, iL is necessuary
to introduce here a brief history of land tenure in Bengal. The land
tenure system of Bengal is different from the rest of India. Moreover,
the ancient history of Beugal is very obscure and so 1s ils history of
land revénue. Even undet Pdghgn and Mughal rule, there were no unilorm
regulations in the revenue system since the province ot Bengal was Llocated
in the far corner ot the empire. Also, an unstable povernment contributed
to the lack of development of g unirorm revenue syslem.  Even betfore the
advent of the British, Benpal was in a chaotic condition polbicically. As
a result confusiovn reiyned supreme in the entire revenue situations
particularly with regard to question oi proper recipients of their
revenue from the peasants. (Baden-Powell 18923, Despite these chaotlc
conditions, peasants were recognized as the proprictors ol thedr own
lands without any intermediaries from the state.  But the British govern-
ment created a proprictory class of zamindars through the Permanent Settle-
ment Act of 1793. However, this act had little altect since the farmers
who were in possession of lands remained de Lacto owners, altihough the
zamindars now were de jure proprietors. (Baden-lowell [892:; Raychaudhury

1969). As a result lands held by farmers were heritabie ond transferable
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. (with-certain limitations - see below). However, it is important to

mention here that a zamindar could evict his tenants (farmers) if he
wished by virtue of his de jure ownership. In the following pages I
will show how the Permanent Settlement Act operated in Shimulia.

Two Hindu families belong to the mahisya casi category worked

as Eosmsfal (employee) of the two zamindari estates. These two estates
covered three fourths of Shimulia:ggggi. The village notes of 1910-1917
show that this mouza belonged to pargana (revenue district) Rajanagar
of Dhaka district. Three-fourths of the mouza belonged to the Pal

A family of Bhagakul and the Benerjee tamily of Roil. The remaining one-

quarter of the mouza included some khar11a taluks belonging to the

Nawabs of Dhaka and the Raja of Bhawal and Lhree sikimi’taluks helunginé

to the Shoud GGgghf (Gosthi T). The tamilies which served as gomsta

of the Pals of Bhagakul and the Banerjees of Roil zamindari estates

w

were duminant'in the village wealth and politics. They were represented

| _ ﬁ\"(;@ %‘Sh cmffls&f loq:ﬂ],; gpvement lTn wn, (..; % L'nupn Bﬁﬁ.}iulzm‘.ml. H g

the partitlon of Inﬁla in 1947. [ should mention hizre that these two

famllies were. so wealthy and dominant that they looked like two small

- : zamindars.

Legally, under the Permanent Settlement Act of 1973, the zamindars

1. From Persian, meaning an employee of the zamindar who collects rent.
2. A type of revenue estate.

3. An estate within a zamindari and paying revenue through zamindar.

o= T
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'were*thE“dEfjgrEAaners-of“ail'Iands“betﬁngtng'tu‘the'estate;a””NOt‘”' SN

only did the lands of his estate belong to the zamindar, but so did the

trees and fruits. But in actuality, a tenant could plant trees and

enjoy the fruits of them. Also, a tenant had to obtain his zamindar's

permission to construct a house or to dig a tank. This was followed by

salami (Arabic word from salam ) not to be confused with Hungarian

sausages. But such permission is obtained from the zamindar's resident

omsta. Two gomsta families who were the "agents'" of the zamindars gave
 gomsta gomsta 2 g

these permissions and appropriated all the salamis obtained from the

tenants. 1 have gathered that Muinuddi Shoud ( osthi T) had to obtain

permission from the gomsta to build the EEKE mosque which was erected in

{919, Here is an excerpt from the village notes of 1912-1917 about tLhe

right of the tenants.

As a rule, rayots have no rights to transfer their holdings
except with the consent of the landlord. But pracrically,

transfers are made and the comsent is obtained by the purchased
after or payment of salami. The rate varies from 's to , of

the sale price. Besides, they can not erect pucca houses, dig
earth and cut down trees but they can plant and enjoy fruits of

them (village notes).

=

A question naturally arises as to how many layers of tax farmers
existed between the tenants and landlords. In Shimulia, the zamindari
and kharija taluks had no intermediary between tax-farmers from the
tenants to landlord (zamindar). Only their gomsta (officials) collected
rents from the tenants. But the sikimi taluk was itself an intermediary
tax—farming layer between the zamindar and tenants. As [ have already
mentioned sikimi taluk is a dependent estate of a zamindar. For example,
tax-farmers of sikimi taluk collect rents from the tenants and paid

them to the zamindar only. Even though we see the sikimi taluk is an
intermediarv tax-farming layer in land revenue system it had little_

or no affect on the tenants. Sikimidér collected rent at Rs.l-8 Ana
per acre which was decreed by the British Government. In Shimulia,
tax-farmers did not create any share-cropping tenancy; share-cropping
Ltenancy was created by indiviaul ryots who were mostly wealthy. The
ryots let out their land for share-cropping independent of tax-farmers.
Such ryots did not need to pay shares to the tax-farmers at the apex

of the tenure system. Share-cropping tenancy arose between ryot and
rvol based on their agreement.

Y

T
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-~The Permanent Settlement continued t©ill Lhe enactment ol the

East Bengal Acquisition and Tenancy Act in 1951 which sought Lo abolish
the 150 year old permanent settlement. It introduced proprictory rights
for the individual farmers by eliminating the intermediary rent receiving

individuals like zamindars, talukdars, sikimidars. This act enabled the

ftarmers Lo pay their revenue directly to the government (Kabir 1969).
The abolition of zamindari dealt a profound blow to the HumSta, whou were
wealthy Hindu farmers of the village. This was followed by an overall

decrease in the political and economic influence of the Hindus in the

region. As a result the local Muslims in the village filled the vacuum

as we pointed out further on in this chapter.

Ivpes of lands and Tenure categories in Shimulia

In studying the land tenure of a village it is necessary to know how
its people of the village categorize types of lands and tenures. In
(he following page, [ describe the native categories of land and tenure

in the village.

w//Uillagers identify eight types of land. They are bhitgi, nal, pukur,

andi, bil, gopat, halat and ail. The word bhifi came from Bengali and

refers to elevated land which constitutes (in general) the Eé{i site.

But with specific reference it means the ground of homesteads so that in

4 bari, there may be several bhiti depending on the number of resident
tamilies. The word_gékcame from Pali and refers to low lands. In Shimulia
most of the cultivable lands are knows as Eéi lands. The word pukur came

from Pali and means a tank. Like everywhere in Bengal pukur is considerably

ik B it -
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important as it is the main locale for washing and fishing. The word andi

means a tank which is usually much bigger than a pukur. I could not find
the origin of the word andi. Halat refers to the village road. The

word goEEt came from two Sanskrit words' "go" and '"Panta" which mean
cattle and path respectively. ('"Cow" "Path"; Indo European cognates). In

Shimulia, there are several EDEEE criss—-crossing the village (see village

152

map). The term bil came from Sanskrit which means marshy lands. In Shimulia,

there are a good number of bils. The term ail refers to the strip of land

separating one plot from another. The villagers consider ail to be no man's

land.

Villagers assigned lands to the following categories sbatab-bhogi or

wilikdna, ejmdli, sariki or bhagi. Khas, wakf, barga, bandak or rehan.

The term sbatab comes from Sanskrit and means existence; howerver, in
general parlance it refers to ownership. The word bhog means possession

or enjoyment. Therefore, sbatba bhogi refers to some kind of ownership

of property. The word malikdna (rom Arabic, malik; owner, ruler, master
or landlord. The term malikana is widely used to refer to owernship of
pruperty in Bangladesh. The villagers used both terms to designate land
owership. [n the present discussion I will use absolute ownership to

mean sbatba bhogi or malikana land.

The term ejﬁEli comes from Arablc "common inheritance.'" Two other

synonumous terms used for ejmﬁli are bhagi and sariki. The word bhagi

comes from the Sanskrit bhag meaning division, hence bhgg refers to a

co-parcener.. Sariki comes from the Arabic "sirk" meaning a partner. It



~
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refers to a partner of common property. However, in Shimulia they all

refer to coparceners. In the present discussion I will use coparcenary

land to mean eijli, sariki and bhagi lands. The term khas comes from

Arabhic meaning special, extra ordinary, but when it expresses land tenure
it means a land belonging immediately to the zamindars. At this time

the khas lands stand for the government owned land and in Shimulia are

included such land categories as halat, gopat and some bil.

The term wakf from Arabic refers to property for religious and char-
itable purposes. The term bargg refers to the share-cropping system.
The word barga probably came from the Bengali word 'bargo' which means
division, class, etc. This characterizes an arrangement through which a
person(s) cultivates a piece of land without any ownership rights. He
makes an arrangement with the land owners so that he can cultivate it
with his own labor and capital. In return, the cultivator pays half
of’what.ﬁé produced on the lands to the owner. Lu Shimulia, the dobhgga
(halfjsharE) bargg.system T8 Eound.5

For the mortagage system villagers use the terms bandok and rehan.

The term bandak comes from Sanskrit and means a sccurily over a loan.

The term rehan comes from Arabic and also means security ou a loan.

Bandak and rehan are associated with collateral which can be sthbar

(immoveable) or asthabar (moveable) property. Here I use both terms

to mean mortage. First, let me proceed to the distribution of tenure

i Another type of barg; system such as’ tebhaga does noet prevail in
Shimulia. Such a barga system is prevalent in different parts of
Bangladesh, particularly in the northern parts of the country. Under

this system, share-croppers hand over two-thirds of the produce to the
owners. :

153
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types in the Shimulia Muslim community.

Distribution of land in Shimulia

In the land holdings of a village it is important to take a look at
the different types and distribution of tenures found there. This is
particularly important for my study of changing agrarian structure. The
village settlement record shows.that 91% of the land istﬁé£ and is used
for cultivation (see Table 32). The major portion of land is held under

the absolute ownership category. Halat, gopat and bil are khas lands.

They comprise 2.63% of the lands. (see Table 33). The bhiti land
(homest;ad land) and some pukur belong to the absolute owernship category.
But most pukur fall into the caparcernary category. Generally, a pukur (s)
is owned jointly by all the families of a Eégl. But the coparacenary share
of a 25555 varies from family to family. Also, these latter shares of a
pukur are transferable. Moreover, common paths within the Eégi_belong to
the coparcenary category. Sometimes, fruit trees are included.

Wakf lands comprised of 7.69 acres of land. Two mosques, the grave-
yards, and 3 acres of cultivatable lands are Eggg_lands. (see Table 33).
The 3 acres are provided for the maintenance of the village mosques and
graveyards.

It is, however, not very difficult to identify nal (cultivated) and

non-cultivated lands here. Non-cultivated lands are bhifi, pukur, lands

occupied by the village schools, graveyards, h;lat, gapﬁt. and some khas

lands like bil. In fact very little land is not cultivated. Below I will

present a table which shows the breakdown of land by functional catégories.
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R
¢ Table 32 : =Sy
amount of cultivable and non-cultivable lands in shimalia mouza
1978
Cultivated land Non-cultavated land
Land categyry/units Acres Land category/units/acres
Mus lim(nal) 358.11 Natun paga 3.74
Hindu (nal) 69.77 Bapi (bhiti) 30.29
Absentee owners in Dkaka 90.90 Tanks (pukur andi) 13.68
City (nal)
& !
Neighboring villagers' land 18.27 School 3.26
(land traced) (nal) .
Neighboring villagers' land 170.13 Wakf
(land untraced) (nal) graveyard 1.:0S
mosque 3.04
Wakf (nal) 3.00 khas land
: bil 3.40
Halat & gopat 10.92
All*
- Total Tand 780.16 710.18 6Y.98
s : (91.03%) (8.96%)
< *4il land is designated strips of land generated as a Jdivisional

marker between two pieces ol separated land.

e

e T - e e e e e s s o - e
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" Absolute ownership lands are still held by Hindus, -absentee owners

) Dhaka city, anc agers. ' L have excluded the 188140
acres of land belonging to residents of neighboring villages. (see table 330
This amount is considerable in comparison to the total amount of land of
Shimulia mouza. I have excluded this land because these owners are not
involved in social interaction in Shimulia. Also out of 188.40 acres

which belong to neighboring villagers, 170.13 acres were not traceable.

These lands are located on the periphery of Shimulia mouza of the 18.27

acres of land that were traced. The owners do not belong to the social

and economic organizations. Table 33 shows the overall pattern of land
distribution.

It is imperative to know the types of different tenures throughout
the Muslim population. For example, how many Muslim villagers have
absolute owernship, share-cropping, and mortagage tenures and by what
rights do these villagers possess these tenures. Of these tenures,
absolute ownership is the most important as the villagers categorize

the farmers by considering the amount of such land that an individual

holds. Villagers rarely mention other types of tenures (like barga and

‘bandak) when they talk about holdings unless specifically asked.
Land can be obtained by (l) inheritance (2) purchase (3) squatting;

usurpation (bhSg) (4) barga (share-cropping) (5) bandok or mortgage.

The basic way of obtaining land is through inheritance. Generally,
the transfer of land takes place after the death of the father. The
Muslims of Shimulia (and Bangladesh) follow the Bengali-Assamese law

of inheritance known as daya bhag (Derrett 1957). Among the Hindus,
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sons are the recipients of immovable property including homestead lands

(bhiti). There is no provision for daughter(s) to inherit since she
will marry out and will reside at her husband's house.

The Muslims of Shimulia ideally follow the Islamic law of inheritance.
This law states that two daughters are equal to one son in respect to
inheriting property. But although the villagers recognize the Islamic
law of inheritance, they nevertheless overlook the girls' rights to
property.

Only rarely in Shimulia is parental property transmitted to daughters.
Even then, daughters are not given their full share as prescribed by the
lJaw. In this connection, I should note that sons of a deceased mother
are sometimes potential heirs to their mother's brother's property. In
Shimulia, I came across a few cases of such a nature. In one such case,
village factional politics incited some of the heirs of a deceased women
tuo acquire land from their mother's brother. As a result, the sons of
the deceased woman registered a case against their mother's brothers and
succeded in inheriting property from them. But such cases are very rare.

Purchase is another principal way of obtaining land. Since land is
not corporately held, there is a great amount of flexibility with respect
to buying and selling. Land transactions in the village cover a sub-
stantial part of its land tenure history, particularly with regard to
the Hindu lands.

Bhog tenure is achieved through the de facto possession of abandoned

.

lands. In Shimulia, this occurred after the mass migration of the Hindu

157
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——population from the village after the communal ciot of 1964. This

migration allowed some Muslim individuals (who later became rich) to
take physical possession of the vacated Hindu lands. These became
the de facto owners of those lands, if not de jure owners.

§§£gé or share-cropping is important in Shimulia because 19.21%
of the total cultivated land of the village‘is associated with share-
cropping. Generally, the owner will let out his lands to a farmer who
cultivates it in return for 50% of its produce. 1In this form of share-
cropping the land owner does not provide the share-cropper with capital,
ploughs or draft animals. There is no formal agreement between the owner
and share-cropper; only a verbal agreement is made. Normally the land
owners know the share-cropper very well. In some cases, land is let
out to kin. But in the majority of cases, lands are let out to non-kin
farmers.

Mortgage is another kind of tenure right in which a particular piece
of land is given as collateral for a loan. As a result, the mortgagee
can use that piece of land by virtue of his bandak tenure for a stipu-
lated period of time. During this period the mortgagee gets all the pro-
duce of the land. However, the mortgagor gets his land back if the mort-
gager can return the principal amount of bandak on the expiry of the

contract.
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Table - 33

Distribution of Lands 1978

Categories/types Amount of land Percentage
Muslims (cultivable land) 358.11 60.51
Hindus (cultivable land) 69.77 11.79
Absentee (cultivable land) 90.90 15..36
Natun para 3.74 0.63
= Barl 30.29 5:11
Tanks 13.68 2.31
Schools 3.26 0.55
Wakf
lands (nal) 3.00
mosques 3.00 7.69 L. 11
grave yard 1.69
Khas land
bil etc. s 3.40 1432 2.63
Halat & gopat 10.92
« Shimulia Village Total 591.76 100.0%
'Lands belonging to
Neighboring Villages:
Traced 18.27
Untraced 170.13
Total 780.19
-
b —_— - e - — - = e -— — ——— e e e e —— - -

159

PR L a—



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

1 Ht)

7 "PATTERNS OF LAND OWNERSHIP IN SHIMULIA

Distribution of absolute ownership land

The total amount of land in Shimulia is 780.16 acres. 754.89 acres
belong to the absolute ownership category, (malikana). According. to the
heading of the section, I should discuss the distribution of 754.89 acres
of land. But I will not take the above amount as my unit of discussion,
since some of that acreage is owned by outside villagers who are not
integrated into the economic or social life of Shimulia. ror this redson,
1 have Qropped the 188.27 acres (see Table 33) which heluugé to these oul-
siders. Also the 30.29 acres comprising the tutal Eégi of Shimulia will
be excluded from this discussion, although in principle the bhit:i land of a
tamily falls under the absolute ownership category. Similarly, 1 have
dropped 3.74 acres from my unit of discussion since this land constitutes

the bhigi for natun para people. (New settlement which is not yet part of

corporate organization of Shimulia) ands compriscd of bari and natun
> —— —

~ pata do not enter into the produclive relations of the village, even

"

- though they are held by absolute ownership categorv. Thercfore, I have

treated 518.78 acres as one unit ¢f analvsis.

A word is needed here for further identification. Al though my pri-
mary concern was to describe the land tenure distribution ameny, the
lands held by the Muslims of Shimulia, I cannot ignore other units of
land belonging to the Hindus and absentee owners of Dhaka.

Before 1945, the village was stable in the sensc of having existed

: oyt e i =2 ) A ki N
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. < Table - 34

Land Distribution in Shimulia in 1945

Units Acres L
Muslim Cultivated I.and 182.48 (29.91)
Hindu 35304 (57.87)
Bari ' 2415 (3.96)

Khas lands

Roads and halat 10.92 (1.79)
bils (uncultivable) 2020 3L
-
Tanks and ditches L3meds Wl 24y
Wakf 4,55 (1.76)
TOTAL 610.03 (100%)
Lands in neighboring L7013
village
- TOTAL 780. 1o
in a relatively stable period of political condition. The partition of
India in 1947 changed these patterns. Prior tu 1947, the lindus were
dominant economically and politically, but these bepan to change after
the partition. Meanwhile, the Muslims of Shimulia were growing in power
and wealth. The land among the Hindus was differenrialiy distributed,
with only 15 families belonging to mahisya casi caste owning 252.60
acres.
-
e -
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The remaining 100.44 acres were shared by about 90 Hindu families.
My historical data does not give me the exact number of families.
Because of the mass migration of the Hindu population to India, an
exact familial history of Shimulia Hindus was impossible to obtain.
Hence, I have estimated the number of Hindu families. In the following
I have presented a table showing changes in the number of Hindu and
Muslim families from 1945 to the present (see table 36).
Table 35
Number of Hindu & Muslim families from 1945-1978
Year Nos. of ; Nos. of Nos. of total
families Hindu families
(Muslims) % families %
1945 160 (60.38) 105 (39.62) 265
1950 170 (61.15) 108 (38.85) 278
1961 190 (62.30) Ll (37..70) 305%
1978 253 (74.19) 88 (25.81) 341

* Census of 1961

Table 35 shows that there is a further decline in the number of
Hindu families after 1961. This is accentuated by the mass migration
of the Hindus soon after the communal riot of 1964. Also, note that in 1945,
the Hindu and Muslim populations comprised 39.62% and 60.38% respectively.

A comparison of Hindu and Muslim population of the village shows that at
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present- the—Hindus—and-Muslims—population—constitute—2581% and- 74-19% res=— —
pectively. This demographic transition had a major impact on the village
land holdings.

Before the partition of India in 1947, land ownership as well as the
population of the village remained stable. But the germ of instability
wias laid with the partition of India in 1947. This was aggravated by the
Pakistan government's anti-Hindu policy which was worsened by the wide-
scale riots in India and Pakistan. As a result the Hindus of the village
were worried but they did not as yet start to migrate en masse to India
and their political and economic dominance continued with only minor con-
straints. In Fact in 1947, only one Hindu family departed to India;
this was the Bhowmik tamily who had amassed huge wedlth through their
money lending business.

Soon after the riot of 1964, some 80% of Hindus of this village left
tor tndia. Soon thereafter the vich Muslim villagers acquired land

j"::f‘l.ft-z-t't. by the Hindus. Also, therc were a few 'eoterprising' Muslim people

—with external jobs and connectiouns who acquired Jand,

It is interesting to note here that there was not a single villager

< “tovelved in the rioting according to the interviews originationg with both
tindus and Muslims. 'The riot originated in the Adamjee jute mill, incited by
Pakistan Gevernment. The rioteers came to the village swinging clubs and
olher weapcns. The villagers did not participate in the rioting; on the

contrary they sheltered and saved some Hindus from Lhe ravages of the attack.

ln spite of their efforts, a few Hindus were killed and a good number
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injured. Soon after the riot, the Hindus of the village were taken to

rescue campﬁ at Matuail, the village next to Shimulia. Meauwﬁilé"fﬁe
rich and the enterprising Muslims took advantage of the situation by
taking nossession of land.

Hindus to Muslims land transactions took various forms. First, a
large number of Hindu emigrants entered into an agreement sealed with
Taka 1.50 judicial stamp that they would sell their land after being
settled in India. Also they took cash advances from the prospective
Muslim buyers with whom they entered into such agreements. About 607Z of
the Hindu migrants sold their lands. The price they got was normal.

Secondly, some Hindus made rich Muslim neighbors custodians of their
Llands but never returned to the village after the riot. These custodians
became thede facto owners in the course of time. I could not collect exact
information about the amount of land thus transtferred under the guise of
custodianship.

Table 36 presents the amount of land transferred from the Hindus to
~Muslims since 1965.

In 1945, the Hiﬁdus owned 353.04 (57.87%) of cultivable land while
the Muslim population owned 182.48 (29.91%) (see Table 37). Thivty three
= yedrs later, we find that 358.11 (60.51%) and 69.67 (11.79%) acres belong
to Muslims and Hindus respectively.

Note here that the transfer of land did not occur evenly across
the 22 ga§§h1 of the village, rather only 68 (26.87%) families out of
253 families have increased their land. These families have added 175.63

acres (96.24%) of land over 33 years (see Table 37).

6. A government organized temporary holding site to accomodate people
immediately endangered by riots.
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Table - 36

Land sold from the Shimulia Hindu population

1960 - 1978

Year Sold to Muslims (in acres)
1960-65 11.62
1965-70 9334
1970-75 7262
1975-78 21.32
TOTAL 198.90 acres
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Lable - 37

_Increase and decrease of land ownership amoyy

gosthi between 1945 - 1978

. Families [nereasc
vosthi Ownership Ownership absolute increase decrease
1945 1977-78 increase/decrease  holding % "
A 7.50 6.30 1.00 -16.00
B 11.25 22 .32 11.07 2 98.40
C 00 1.45 .45 L -
D 6.00 48.87 42.87 5 714.50
E 19.20 19.20 19.20 4 0o
b 1.80 0.45 4.65 2 258.33
G 0.60 3.00 2.40 1 40.00
N 3| 4.80 15.60 10.80 5 225.00
[ 8.40 7220 1.20 5 14,29
J 9.60 13.80 4. 20 - 43.75
K 3.00 8.81 38 Bt 2 1193, 6iF
L 2.00 Sl Y 2 8.50
M 3.00 22.05 19.05 3 635.00
N 4.20 H .00 1.80 2 42.86
0 31:15 6.7 .31 36,16 I I 1,08
5 9.60 10.71 [ | _’ I1.56
' Y] 3.00 e .88 - < 267
e 6.00 16.580 10.80 2 18000
5 11.98 19.45 7.47 L 62 35
< ' ff T 38.40 52..15 13.75 1o 35.81
v 00 6.45 6.45% ! .
v 00 0.90 0.90 ! -
Nos of 22  182.48 358.11 175.63 Hy 92.62%
gosthi
K
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In the meantime, soon after the riot there was a shifc in village

politics that centered on the "Basic Democracy” election to establish
local representatives in ‘the Union Council. This election signalled a
challenge to the traditional leadership of Shoud (GSg;hE T) and Munshi
Gogthi (Gasghi 0). 1In that election, Akram Khan, an emerging wealthy
person was nominated by Khalishuddin Shoud of Gosthi T against the
candidates of Abdul Majid of Gogthi S and Arifuddin Mia of Gogthi B.
Abdul Majid and Arifuddin Mia had been supporters of the wealthy énd
khandani Khalishuddin Shoud since 1942.

At the same time, the D.N.D. project was in the final stage of
completién. This attracted a good number of urban land speculators aim-
ing to buy Hindu lands in the village at a cheap rate. They wanted to
invest their money in land which they considered safe and profitable.
They could forsee that the price of irrigated land would increase dramati-
cally in the future. Land speculators were mostly professionals such as
lawyers, medical doctors, businessmen, government officials, and business
executives. These people were highly calculating entering into deals
with the villagers in connection with buying Hindu lands. They made con-
tact with the Union Council member Akram Khan, and other rich persons.
The reason why they selected the rich villagers and the Union Council
member was that these villagers were in a better position to act as
middlemen. Actually, the rich villagers' position as custodians of Hindu
lands helped in the transactions with the Dhaka's speculators. During these

transactions, the rich farmers became land brokers. They were instrumental

- ) -
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in béy ing the Hindu lands at a nominal price. They sold Hindu lands
at Taka 400-600 per one 25&3 (0.30 acres) (see Table 38), when the
market price of land at that time was Taka 3000-4000 per Eé&i' In those
deals rich farmers received brokerage fees (dalali) from the urban land

speculators. 1In this way affluent farmers accumulated some cash which

they used in buying additional plots of lands belonging to Hindus.

Table - 38

Price of land in Shimulia since 1945-1978

'L Year Price of one Paki land ’er cent increase over
5 (0.30 acres) previous period noted
L945 300.00
1950 400.00 33.3
1960 700.00 75..00
1964 1200.00 ol e
1968 - 4,000.00 233,993
1972 5,000.00 257
1978 20,000.00 300%

‘This process also he]pe& the wealthy establish links with urban people.
< I have already mentioncd that the land speculators are mostly professional
people of Dhaka. Out of 30 absentee land ugnurs who own land in Shimulia,
only a few are businessmen. Most of the landowners are high government
otficials and lawyers. But among them, orne (s a physician having an es-
tablished practice in Dhaka. Moreover, only two of these urban [and owne

have actually managed the farms themselves. The rest have let out thei
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lands for share-cropping to rich farmersg of Shimuljga, The rieh farmers,

in-turn, keep‘fcr‘themSEIVéé superior lands fSF—EHQ}EJE?EppinéT_and théy_ﬁ

distribute the remainder of these landg to middle, Poor and landlesg
farmers. 1In thig way, the rich farmers have created Patronage for fac—
tional politics, Urban land owners want to keep close contact with the
rich farmers ip their own interests such as for the Supervision of their

lands. Both the parties derive benefitg through ¢hig mutual relationship.

vwners have helped, for example, ip obtaining licences for importing yarn,
vonstruction and Supplying contracts, subsidizing modern inputs in agricul -
ture, credits, jobs for theijir dependeuts, etc.  Arifuddin Mia'uf Costhi B
Abdul Majid of Gogehi s, Khalishuddin Shoud of Gogth T, are some of the
vich farmers who obtained permiry for importing vapp through the help uf-
D, Karimuddin, (an absentee landowner) Dhaka. The other "urbhan" tarmer

Abul Basher Peshkar, algo helps the rich Larmers of Shimulia in numerous

ways but he is lesgs powerful than Dy, Karimuddin., e Is a clerk inp Dhaka

court (Peshkdr, from Persian clerk). Though his position iz low, he hag
connections in the administration and can provide help., pr. Karimuddin, who

has an established medica] Practice in Dhaka city has more etfective [inks
than Abul Basher Peshkar., T, Bive one example Dr, Karimuddin obtained a
stant of Taka 5,000/~ for the Shimulia high school from the Deputy Commis-
Sioner of Dhaka district.

Moreover Dr. Karimuddin hag been acting as g murubb i (Buardian) for

Lhe rich farmers, Akram Khan and hig brothers interace with the {Ub§;hi M) .
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He has kept close touch with these families. Akram Khau and his brothers'
family have helped the physician in numerous ways with regard to his
farm. He at the same time, made it a point to pursue in his consistent
interaction with Akram Khan and his brother's family because they are
rich and politically influential. Dr. Karimuddin understands very clearly -
that his farm's future depends on good relationships with the villagers,
particularly with the rich farmers. Akram Khan and his sons often
furnish him with advice to his farm manager Manu Mia regarding farming
problems in recruiting agricultural laborers for the supervision. In
recurn for such services, Akram Khan and his brothers' family procure
fertilizers, seeds and, above all, access to urban financial sources.
Akrum Khan's enterprising second son used to visit Dr. Karimuddin at his
residence at Dhaka almost every day. Finally, the Doctor has further con-
sclidated his link to the village by getting himself selected president of
Shimulia High School.

Another absentte_land owner is Abdul Matin (who owns 3.42 acres).
He is Director of the Water and Power Development authority of Bangladesh
government, and has close contact with the rich farmers here. Thus,
Arifuddin Mia of gogthi of B, Abdul Majid of Gosthi S, Khalishuddin
Shoud and Abdur Rab Shoud of gosthi T, Khalil Sarder of Gosthl R, and
others derived special benefits from Abdul Matin. These farmers and their
dependents work as contractors and suppliers on a regular basis. They use
the influence of Abdul Matin in obtaining contracts. In addition, through

him they got'to other officials of the Water and Power Development Authority.
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""K&li&ﬁu&diﬁhSHBua"ﬁf‘gayghf‘T"Is*an'established contractor with-the Power

Development Authority.
The rich farmers of Shimulia have extended their link with Dhaka
through other absentee land owners. These absentee land owners include
high officials like Muztaba Ali (owns 3.52 acres), Rafiqul Islam (3.76 acres),
lawyers like Abdul Mulkim (.70), Kamaluddin (2.10), and businessmen like

Haji Karam Ali (3.16), Aftabuddin (4.72 acres), Yusuf Ahmed (3.47 acres).

Emergence of Free Wage-Labor

Currently, 90% of. Shimulia village's agricultural laborers are non-
local. These are seasonal migrant and destitute laborers. As a result,
the villagers, particularly rich farmers are dependant on outside laborers.
Free-wage labor in a real sense did not emerge until the 1960s, although
some features were present during the 1950s when mills and factories began
to bergstablished in and around the village industrial belt. Also, during
‘time, the decline of the jamdan{ industry displaced some Muslim laborers,

but they were absorbed in the mills and factories nearby. The remainder of

~ the Muslim laborers who were no‘ absorbed in the mills and factories pre-

ferred to work outside the village as porters, ditch workers, etc. who were
paid higher wages th-=. agricultural laborers

Table 39 shows the differential in wage rates for different kinds of
labors in Shimulia and its surrounding villages. The wage rates for dif-
ferent kinds of work are affected by supply and demand. As a result,
seasonal migrant laborers from the Manikganj area of Dhaka district - an

area of high' unemployment - came to Shimulia to work in the fields.

[
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Table - 39

wégéé_fEf_&IffEEEEE‘EIEHE‘E?‘TEBGEE%é‘”"“”

in Shimulia locality since 1945

Year Agricultural Non-agricultural Induscrial
wage (daily)(Taka) wage (Tala) wage laborers(Taka)
1945 .50/.60 N.A. N.A.
1950 .75-.100 1.50 250
1955 1250 2:50 ‘ 3.00
1960 1.87 2.66 4.50
1965 2.00 2.70 y 4.00
1970 2.40 3.00 4.60
1975 5/6.00 " 9/10 10-12
1978 B 6/7.00 9/10 10-12

loreover, wages there are lower than at Shimulia.

Yet until 1964, the local landowners of this village used Hindu
nama sudra wage laborers from the village 1tsell {5 their tields. These

workers were employed in a patron-client re'ationship as well as through
kinship and supra kinship ties. Strict'y speaking, market relations with
respect to labor started in the r.al sense foilowing the communal riot

of 1964, after which the involvement of the nama sudra workers in local
agricultural dissirated following mass Hindu migration. This resulted in
labor shortages in the village, and counsequently created opportunities for

large numbers of non-local wage laborers.

Currently, the Place has three types of personnel: (1) local (2) seasonal

migrant and (3) destitute individuals from the refugee camp at Demra Bazar.
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Of the three, the latter two predominate in jobs. lLocal Laburers do not

”contribﬁte much to agri;;ifure - only about lOZr§} wage ldbnrur5;
Seasonal migrant laborers are comprised of poor and Landlesys peup le who
move in a body from their natal places ofren quite a distance for a short
preriod of time. Upon completion of their work they return to thejr natal
places. The third type consists of destitute individual hailing Ffrom
different regions of Bangladesh. They are mostly the victims of recent
economic crises,

Migrant laborers are commonly found all over Bangladesh (see Wood 1976,
Abdullah et al 1976; Arens and Van Beurden 1977; Lindenbaun 1978;'Chuwdhnry
1978). They are poor and landless farmers. They migrate tro different regions
of Bangladesh in a body. The Ltemporary laborers are forced ro move since
there is abundant labor supply in that region. I addition, they prefer
to work outside of their area since the wage ratcs are slightly higher
in Shimulia than in their own place. Also, migrant laborery found it very
convenient to come here for hire recruited by a leader who himself is
4 wage laborer and a member of the team. He is known as sardar (from
Persian, Principal, leader). Generally, a sarder maintains a link with the
land rich farmer(s) here through Correspondence. During the agricultural
seasons (such as sowing, weeding, harvesting etc.), the rich farmers of
Shimulia inform the sarder through a letter that they would nced a certain
laborers fﬁr a specified task. These laborers at times work for 2-3 rich
farmers before they return to their own place. They work both on contract

and on a daily wage basis. It igs commonly found that their wage is set
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before they arrive, It is pertinent to mention here that they are hired

at a low_rate. They lack any bargaining power féruiﬁprovéd wages due to
labor avilability,

Destitute laborers play the most important part ip the local agricul-
tural set up. The nucleus of the refugee camp at Demra was laid during the
late 1960s. This was caused by the growing landlessness al] over the country7
These people were evicted from their land. Also, a good number of them
were forced to leave by soil erosion caused by changes in courses of
rivers. In the late 1960s, these landless People cume to Dhaka in the hope
of gétting work. They settled'down in the shanties in and around city's
industrial belt. They found this pPlace to be suitable for job hunting since
it offered various kinds of job opportunities. These laborers moved around
Demra and Sharulia Bazar in search of employment. 1In the late 1960s, partic-
ularly after inauguration of the D.N.D project, Shimulia farmers looked
outside for agricultural workers since the local agricultural labor force

~did not suffice for the agricultural rasks at hand. From that time on
outside laborers became a Source of work., 1In the 1960s their number was

f'gmall, but increased steadily. The birth of Bangladesh, followed by
the famine of 1973-74 and the economic depression, resulted in a further-
increase of destitute labor. These people were driven off their land during
the famine and its subsequent economic depression. As a résult, the shanties
were transformed into a "huge refugee camp." Today, this camp supplies a
substantial amount of agricultural labor to Shimulia. I do not have the

exact figures for percentage of labor hired from that camp. The wages are

7From 1951-1961, the number of agricultural laborers increased by 63% nation
wide.
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low like those of migrant laborers. They, too, lack any bargaining power.

These features go to show the development of free wage labor., Data
shows that wage laborers are hired at rates which commonly take account
of supply and demand situation. (see Table 39). Their wages are paid
in cash and are paid out soon after task completion. The rich farmers
have disengaged themselves from any kind of obligation. Thisg was contrary
to what used to be found under the traditional patron-client relatlonship
maintained by the rich Hindu and Muslim farmers and the nama sudra wage
laborers before the beginning of the 60s. Today's rich farmers try to
maximize their profit from the wagg_laborers by paying wage laborers as
IdictYe as possible. Not only do they Pay lowest possible wages, but they
also offer them low quality food. I have witnessed that the food commonly
served these people consists of plain rice with onion. Villagers remark
that this could never be given to local people. In short, the relationship
between land owners and wage laborers resembles the worst type of industrial
employee —employer relationship thinkable. For example, when wage laborers
complete their work their relationship ends ther In our case the rich
‘farmers could not maximize their profit by rendering such services. Moreover,
they w1ll not terminate the relationship even when the work has been com-

pleted since they are bound by kinship and samgj ties.

Land Concentration in Shimulia

In this section, an attempt at quantatitive analysis of land con-
centration, vis-a-vis social inequality in Shimulia is made. In this
——Vi8

connection I'want to examine land concentration in the total population
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© Table - 40
r

w Distribution of malikana or shtaba bhog® lands in Shimulia showing ownership

| across gcsth, 1978

Gosthi and number of familes and distribution of ownership

, Land Owner- * . Total - Percent
! ship (Acres) A B € D E F G H I J KL MUNOP QRS TUV Families Families
_ :
M 0-0 1 2 1 167 1 & 32 3 2 P2ss). q, 5 3§ . B9 35.17
i .01-.49 2 1 2 31 6 4 1 1 i 2 2 4 4 40 15.81
| .50-.99 L 3 2 4 1 1 1 6 3 1 'L 3 &% 1 32 12.64
1.00-1.49 5 3 a 5 16 6.32
1.50-1.99 2 1 1551 1 1 1 3 2 3 17 6.71 *
2.00-2.49 1 1 1 31 1 1 2 2 12 4.74 -
2.50-2.99 1 3 2 6 2.37
3.00-3.49 2 1 1 2 6 2.37
3.50-3.99 2 2 2 2 2 10 3.95
4.00-4.99 1 21 ¢ 1 5 1.97 X
4,50-4.99 1 1 2 0.79 .
5.00-5.49 1 ¥ 1.97
5.50-5.99 1 1 0.39
6.00-6.49 1 3 1 5 1.97
6.50-6.99 1 1 0.39
7.00-7.49 0
7.50-7.99 1 1 2 0.79
8.00-8.49 0
8.50-8.99 0
9.00-9.49 1 1 1 3 1.18
9.50-9.99 1 1 2 0.79
10.00-10.49 o
10.50-10.99 1 1
11.00-11.49 0
11.50-11.¢99 0
12.00-12.49 1 . 1 0.39
12.50-12.99 1 1 0.39
13.00-13.49 0
2 8 4 1824 105 1241 5 11 % 2 48 Ele =5 34323 39 1 253 100.00%
** Family
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and among land owners. To measure the land concentration Cini Index is

‘j i (¥ use&. Figure 6 shows the distribution of land aﬁégg':hériﬁtéirhﬁpula;
tion, and Figure 7 represents the distribution of land among landowners
only. The diagonal line in each figure represents the line of equality.
Gini Index is the ratio of the area between the curved line and the

straight diagonal divided by the total area under the diagonal. It

0

varies from zero to one. Despite this theoretical range, no society
could be close to zero or one. The smaller the index, the less the in-
equality (Kriesberg 1979:33-34). The Gini Indexes corresponding to
Figures 6 and 7 are ,69 and .54 respectively., Though both of them
indicate high land concentration, the Gini Index corresponding to
Figure 7 is slightly smaller than the iﬁdex corresponding to Figure 6.
This implies inequality in the distribution is relatively less among
the total villagers since one-third (35.17%) of the population is land-
less. Even in the latter case there is a highly unequal land distribu-
tion. These Gini Indexes, however, indicate the process of landless-

ness on one hand and the increasing land concentration on tle other.

Recent Trends in Share-cropping

Turning now to share-cropping in Shimulia, these are some of the
recent changes observed during field work. People used to let out their
lands for share-cropping, particularly those who had surplus land. Before
the partition, the Hindus owned about 60% with the acreage concentrated
in 15 families who tenanted their surplus lands. Otherwise, they used to

farm their lands through servants and day laborers who were available in the
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village. Those farmers who owned land rarely particpated in its actual

cultivation, because it was considered degrading. However, most of the
share-croppers in those days were nama sudra Hindu. They were known
to be good farm managers. They were either marginal farmers or landless.
Lven today the old people remember the efficient management by the nama
sudra share-croppers.

By talking to the villagers, I estimate the less than one third of
the rich farmer's lands were held in share—cropﬁing tenure by the poor
villagers. One of the dominant features of share-cropping was the splitting
of land parcels. For instance, the rich farmers would’parcell their lands
for EEEEé tenure, giving a few pieces to one share-cropper. Therefore,
a4 rich farmer had several share-croppers depending upon the size of his
holdings. Also, most of the share-croppers were part-time who had
subsidiary occupations like wage labor, boatman or semi-skilled occupa-
tions like carpentry or black smithing. Moreover, they were constrained
by a shortage of capital and the availability of laber in accepting share-
cropping. Although in those days farming was not as intensive as it is today,
Vétill the averége poor farmer could not afford to share-crop more land.
First, he did not have sufficient seed for more land even though seed in
those days was cheap and was readily available. Chemical tertilizer was
not used, instead, farmers used indigenous fertilizers such as manure made
of decomposed cow dung and ashes from cooking and burning of hay, in the
field and other composed material. Moreover, these lands were inferior or

situated in disadvantaged places. Finally, the objective of share-cropping
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then was to subsist and to supplement one's income. Unlike toda the
- B It e ——————— — S —— D y',_u___

share-croppers prior to 1964 were not market oriented. Furthermore the
productivity of land was not high.
In Shimulia, the do bhaga system was used, not the tebhaga. In cthe

do bhaga system, the land owner let out his land to share-—cropper with

a verbal agreement that each would get half of the produce. The land

owner did not supply anything - not seed nor fertilizer nor cost involved

in the cultivation. After the harvests, the share-cropper would hand over

half the yield to the land owners. Generally, the owners and the share-
o cropper entered into a verbal agreement that the former would let his lands
Tor shafe—cropping for one year. _After the conclusion of one year (partic-
ularly after the harvest the agreement expired), it was up to the land owner
to decide if he would retain the present cropper or take a new one. Noxr-
mally, the land owner renewed his agreement provided the cropper was found
to be a good farm manager. There were some changes in the share-cropping
biﬁor to the 1964 communal riot. For example, in the 50s, there started
ardepline set in following the beginning of the transfer of land from the
'ﬁgﬁéhs to Muslims. The Muslim landowners preferred to cultivate their
lands themselves rather than use share-croppers.

Following the 1964 anti-Hindus riots, share-cropping patterns in
Shimulia underwent changes, i have already discussed the transfer of large
amount of land from the Hindus to Muslims and to land speculators of Dhaka.
Before partition in 1947 the Muslims of the village were rarely associated

with share-cropping, either as land owners or as tenants; rather they
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.__.supplemeuted_Lhair_innnmﬂﬁLhrnugh_iéggégi_manufacturing; The Muslim

population in general did not have enough land to let out land for share-
cropping. Basically, in those days share-cropping was privy to the
Hindu population.

The post 1964 period marked the following changes.

First, ;he communal riot accelefated not only the transfer of land from
Hindus to Muslims but also to urban speculatgrs. The Muslims of Shimulia
increased their land by 96% since 1945. As a result, share-cropping land
became available from the Muslim land owners. Thirteen wealthy farmers
(rich and middle) had surplus lands which they tenanted out (see Table 41).
This Tabie shows that 19.20 acres had been let out by middle and rich
farmers jointly. Given that surplus land to either inferior or managerially
problematic: it is this land which wealthy farmers generally tenanted out.
In Shimulia, there are many cases in which rich farmers let out big chunks
for share-cropping. For example, thus Table 41 shows that there are 10
wealthy families (rich and middle) who have let out individually between
.9 and 4.20 acres. It Is interesting to note that
subsistent, middle and rich farmers have let out their lands for share-
cropping. Both middle and rich farmers together let out 19.20 (70%) of lands
primarily for generating surplus.

In addition, rich farmers share-crop for urban land owners as stated
earlier. Excepting for two managed farms (Dr. Karimuddin and Abul Basher
Peshkar) the remainder of urban held land is let out for share-cropping to
the villagers. Table 41 shows that there are 75.95 acres let out for share-

cropping. Data show that rich, middle, subsistence, marginal and landless

o . FEPUES "TNSR s aanis na T LR N «ibe ¥ i -.‘. “- ....‘3 4 o
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e -~ Table—h—— ———
Distribution of Share-Cropping lands which are let out
among land-owners in Shimulia
Land ownership Total Total %Z Family
ki (acres) Land Family
1 L_0-0 _ 0 0 0
o [ 01-.49. 0.45 0.40 1.05 2 0.79
| .50-.99 0.90 0.45 0.15, 0.45 . 1.95 4 1.58
5 [1.00-1.49  1.20 1.20 1 0.39
| 1.50-1.99 0.60 0.30 0.90 2 0.79
[2.00-2.49 0.90 0.90 1.80 2 0.79
2.50-2.99 0 0 0
3.00-3.49 1.80 2.40 4.20 2 0.79
3.50-3.99 0.45 0.90 _ 1.35 2 0.79
41 4.00-4.49 0.60  0.30 0.90 2 0.79
4.50-4.99 2.70 2.70 1 0.39
5.00-5.49 0.75 0.75 ! 0.39
| 5.50-5.99
[ 6.00-6.49
6.50-6.99
7.00-7.49
7.49-7.99
8.00-8.49
8.50-8.99
5 1 9.00-9.49 1.50 1.80 3.30 pi 6.79
9.50-9.99
10.00-10.49
10,50 10.99
11.00-11.49
11.50-11.99
12.00-12.49
12.50-12.99 4,20 4.20 1 0.39
24.30 23 (out of 253

Muslim families)
*family & amount of

barga
*% ]. Landless 2. Marginal 3. Subsistent 4. Middle 5. Rich
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classes (see Table 41) are equally partaking in share—cropping.

Géﬁan land owners asked the rich farmers to make share-cropping
arrangements for their lands. As a result, the rich farmers have taken
for themselves considerable amount of good lands for cropping. When they
selected their land they distributed the remaining acreage among villagers
whom they considered enterprising farm managers, and above all their suppor-
ters 1& power politics.

Yet another recent feature is the development of a market relationship.
Rich and middle farmers share-crop lands mainly for generating surplus by
ecmploying modern inputs for agriculture and as well as employing wage labor-
ers. Table 42 also shows the distribution of households by class. All five
classes have taken in good amount of share-cropping land, landless, marginal,
subsistence, middle and rich farmers have taken in 9.64 (12.69%), 25.24
(33.25%), 8.974(11.81%) 16.05 (21.13%) and 16.05(21.13%) respectively (see
Table 42). Note that the rich and middle farmers have proportinately taken
in a higher amount of land than other poorer classes of Shimulians.

There is another important change. Owners prefer to let out their
Yand to non-kin tenants. They do so to maximize the product, rather than
to retain kin obligations. Land owners today look for effective farm
managers as their tenants. Despite this change, still some tenanted out
their land on kinship lines. I have estimated 10% of share-cropping
hqusebo}ds obtain tenancy relationship by virtue of their kin ties. However,

B L]

even among the kin-tenants, the current tendency is to select persons who

are good farm managers. In the following I will provide two cases to show
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Table - 42

Distribution of Share-Cropping Among Tenants
(Number of families: Amorg of land held)

Total Total 7% of

Tenants
W”“anrwv Acreage Tenanted ty Share-cropper Land. Santly MMBMWNMW
(acres) owning
1T o0-0 0.60+ 1.50 0.19 0.45 0.60 0.30 0.30 0.30 0.90 0.90 1.80 1.20 9.64 13 513
Nﬁ”.o_-.pm 2.40 0.60 0.60 1.20 2.70 1.80 0.60 0.18 0.60 0.60 10.68 9 3,59
.50-.99 1.50 2.40 0.30 0.60 0.90 0.60 2.90 0.60 1.80 0.15 0.30 0.90 0.41 0.60 0.60 14.56 15 5.92
4[1.00-1.49 0.60 1.82 1.20 0.40 0.45 . 4.77 6 2.37
].50-1.99 0.60 1.20 1,20 0.60 0.60 0.30 4,20 6 2.37
[2.00-2.49 2.40 0.60 3.00 1.20 7.20 4 1.58
N.Wclu.mv 0.30 0.60 0.30 1.20 3 1.18
3.00-3.49 0.90 0.60 1.50 1.80 4.80 4 1.58
“ 3.50-3.99 1.20 0.75 0.30 2.25 3 1.18
4.00-4.4 0.30 0.30 1 0.39
p.mouo.om 0.30 0.30 1 - 0.39
5.00-5.4' ! 0
15.49-5.99 . 0
[6.00-6.49 0.45 3.00 1.80 0.60 5.85 4 1.58
6.49-6.99  3.00 3.00 1 0.39
7.00-7.4% , 0
_17.50-7.9 1.50 1.50 1 0.39
8.00-8.4 0
8.50-8.9 0
5{9.00-9.4 4.50 0.90 5.40 2 0.79
9.50-9,99
10.00-10/. 49
10.50-10.99 0.30 0.30 1 0.39 °
11.00-11/.49 0
11.50-11[.99 0
12.00-12/.49 1 5
[12.50-12.99 1
75.95 FF 74 29.18
+Family & amount of barga
#40ut of 253 Muslim Families

1. Landless 2. Marginal 3. Subsistant 4. Middle 5. Rich
|

|
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how profit-making features preceded kinship considerations.

Case l: OShare-cropping: emergence of non-kin ractors

Case

Akram Khan, a rich farmer of osthi M, has tenanted out. 2.7

acres to Sultan Munshi of gosthi O, a marginal farmer. Akram

Khan had selected Sultan Munshi for share cropping his land

because of his reputation of being a good farm manager. Akram

Khan did this, bypassing his kinsmen Nannu Khan, the latter was

his Fa Ba So who owned only 0.45 acres. Although he knew that

lands given to Nannu Khan for share-cropping would improve his
economic condition, Akram Khan decided that kinship considerations
must take second place in front of efficiency. On the other hand
Sultan Munshi was not kin and a businesslike relationship could

be maintained with him. Besides being a good farm manager he is
innovative, resourceful and constantly experimented with agricultural
techniques. Needless to mention that Sultan Munshi was production
oriented which also meant a high share for Akram Khan. Sultan

Munshi cultivated land by himself with his own cattle and implements.
He had a boy servant to assist him. In addition, he employed laborers
during the peak times of cultivation like sowing, weeding and harves-
ting. Two of his working brothers help him vccasionally. Further,
Sultan Munshi was not only an enterprising person but is widely known
for his honesty, diligence and religiousty. He had been instrumental
in organizing public opinion with regard to digging a new cannal in
the western part of the village. In short, Akram Khan has success-—
fully distributed patronage to the enterprising farmer Sultan Munshi
for his support in the factional politics of the village in which
Akram Khan himself played a significant part.

2: Sharecropping: role of profit-making along kinship lines

This case was based on kinship considerations. Abdul Majid of ogghi
S is one of the richest farmers of the village. He has let out 1.8
acres of land to Kabirul Islam, his Fa Ba Sg. No doubt, economic
consideration was one of the motiwvating factors to this decisipn. _
Needless to mention that there are other poor members im his gosthi.
Many poor farmers Gee gosthi S)_whé could be provided with share-
cropping lands. Kabirul Islam is an enterprising farmer. Besides
farming, he runs a small grocery shop. This shows his enterpreneur-
ship. He works very hard in the field; his wife besides taking care
of the children runs the grocery shop which is situated inside his
living quarters. Kabirul Islam has farm implements like a plough, a
rake and a yoke, but he does not have any draft animals. He borrows
cattle from Abdul Majid. Abdul Majid helps him in obtaining modern
agricultural inputs at subsidized rates by virtue of his connection
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with urban land owners. In turn Abdul Majid helps him in procuring inputs
as it means that more production in the field means morc share of the
product. Kabirul Islam works most of the time in his barga land

himseif;vwﬁewevefT—Aufiﬁg—fhe—time—ﬁf—sowing7~weeding~uﬁd-harvesting;

he employs a few local laborers.

The above discussion highlights the changing features of share-cropping
in Shimulia since 1945. Data on share-cropping give a strong indication of
the development of market relations. I now proceed to changing styles in

mortgage tenure in the area.

Recent Trends in Bandak or Mortgage

Bandak or mortgage is another category of land tenure. Data, however,
show that it is not a significant feature of tenure today. Only 13 house-
holds are involved in wortgage covering a total of 6.28 acres. In the
past, particularly before 1945, (he mortgage system here was pervasive but
in a different form. In this section, an attempt will be made to observe
the processes of change in mortgage since 1945.

Generally, bandak (mortgage) refers to a loan with a collateral
Ltype security. The collateral is either movable or immovable property.
There is a formal agreement made by signing a taka 1.50 judicial stamp.
Presently people here understand mortgage as a loan with land as collateral.
Generally, a person takes a loan by giving his particular piece of land
by signing his land as security. However, he can retain his land by repaving
the principal upon the expiration of the contract. 1If the mOrtgag or can
not pay back his debt, then the mortgagee continues to hold the land. Only
rarely does a mortagor recover his land or the land goes to the mortagee

ultimacely.
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over a period of time.

For example, when land was held for a stipu-
lated period against the loan. No money interest is paid back. The
mortgagee, however, has use of the land for a stipulated period. The
terms of this tenmre vary with respect to the amount and the length
of time. For example, land can be mortgaged for oné-year in which case
the amount of the loan will be smaller. However, after the'expifétion
of one year, land goes back to the original owner with no interest
paid. Interest is composed of the produce of the land. But if the
land is mortgaged out for longer period, the aﬁount of the loan will be
higher, and the land will be returned to the original owner after the
expiration of the contract with no interest paid. If the mortgagor wants
to take back his land before the termination uof the contract he can, do
so by paying the amount which is deducted by calculating the deductable
amount each year written in the contract. This type of mortgage is no
longer in existence in Shimulia.

Besides, EEQE and 2295_52223, there exists bandak or mortgages.
The above were the Specialized kinds of mortgages. Thi; kind of
mortgage is still in existance. Under this mortgage unl ik the case of

bhog rehan, the land is not returned until the mortgagor pays back the

whole sum. Another form of mortgage is known as sagh (clear) kabala

(deed) which implies that if the mortgagor fails to repay his debt
within the stipulated period ownership will be transferred to the mort-
gagee automatically. When a mortagor takes a loan which is very close

to the actual price of the collateral land, the deal is known as sagh

.

.- .




Dhaka University Institutional Repository

‘Before 1947, there were three types of bandak or rehan. They were

'—-ﬁsudiq*TehEnT—bheg—fehaﬂ—aﬁd—rehgn—eE—bandakv Sudi rehan came from the

word sud meaning interest. §2§i_532é§ refers to a mortgage system by

which one takes out a loan on a compound interest rate against a collateral
of both sbtabar (immovable) and astbar (movable) property. Bhog EEEEH
refers to a loan which is advanced by a person by holding on to an astbar
property such as land as collateral. Under this mortgage, the loan is
deducted through the appropriation of agricultural products.

The common form of collatoral associated with EEQE.EEEE& was movable
property such as jewelry, cattle and whatever belongings one could possibly
possess, Among th immovable property the collateral for EEQE.EEH%E was in
most cases bhigi land (homestead land) and agricultural land. In fact,
EEQE.EEEEE was notorious and many people lost land through it. Not only
did it separate people from their belongings but the compound interest led
to debts for extended periods of time. I have collected some cases in
which farmers were evicted from their EEEEE.Eéﬁi because they were unable
to pay off debts which had multiplied through compound interest. Two
families were connected with the money lending business. They were
Eagghi T, and the Bhowmik, a Hindu family which migrated to India after
partition. However, Ainuddin Shoud (gasthz T) discontinued money lending
soon after his Haj. The Bhowmik family continued their business until

their migration in 1947.

In Shimulia, in the bhog rehan categoury khai khalasi was prevalent.

Khai in Bengali means to 'eat' and khalasi means 'clearance'. Hence, it

implies clearance of debt through the appropriation of agricultural produce
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kﬂﬁﬁlﬁ. For example, when a mortagor takes Taka 8,000 1or o piece o

Jaud and the actual price of land is taka 10,000 the aprceaent will
follow Eéﬂﬂ kabala terms. However, most mortages here do oot
belong to this category.

In Shimul ia today, both sudi rehan and bhog rehan do not exist.
Ihe tormer became extinct with the partition of India in 1947, and
the latter went out of practice during the late 50s. In the fullowing
[ will discuss how this mortage system declined in the arca.

In Shimulia bhog rehan in the form of khai khalasi continued Lill

che early 1950s.  But the khai khalasi started to decline with the

partition of India in 1947. Before 1947, poor farmers mortyaged thelr
|ands for consumption needs. Particularly during crisis peviods. poor
Farmers used to mortgage their lands to obtain loans. I'his mortage system io
more sober than the sudi rehan and other mortpape syslems. Oue aeed not
pav the iInterest and loan back in cash, rather it is deducted Lhruhgh the
apprupriation of agricultural production. Also, money was short in supply
along with few vutside employment opportunities. Besides, the rich
Farmers also used to morgage their 'surplus' lands for khai blél;tﬂ Uerms
for one to two years. In this way, they ubtain cash without being
involved in rarm management. The place had a labor shortage and the

cich farmers used to let out their surplus lands for share-cropping.

whai khalasi started to decline in the 1950s following the increased

ccononic opportunities brought about by the establishment o milis and

]
.
7
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Table - 43 o
Distribution of Bandak or Mortgage tenure 1978
Land ownership Land mortaged in Total Na of
(Acare) Land Family Family
0-20 0.15* 0.90 1.65 3 118
.01-.49 0.45 0.45 0.90 2 0.79
.50-.99 0:32 0.32 1 0.39
1.00-1.49 0.60 0.18 0.78 2 0.79
1.50-1.99 0.23 0.23 1 039
2.00-2.49 0.45 0.35 0.80 2 0.79
2.50-2.99 0.40 0.40 1 0739
3.00-3.49
8.50=-3399
4.00-4.99
4.50-4.99
5.00-5.49
5.49-5.99
6.00-6.49
6.50-6.99
7.00-7.49
7.50-7.99
8.00-8.49
3.50-8.99
9.00-9.49 1.20 1220 1 0.39
9.50-9.99
6.28 13 Sk
*Family & amount or Bandak
-
L
g Ll HL . b ' 2
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factories in the industrial belt. With these establishments ue;rby,
there developed formalized money-lending institutions for the mill
employees known as samiti. There are mill workers cooperative organ-
izations which lend money at a nominal interest. These associations
partially filled the loan requirement of the villagers during scarcity.
Poor villagers obtained loans from these samiti either in their capacity
as workers or through their kin who worked in the mills. However, the

most important factor which stopped the khai khalasi was the infiltration

of a money economy. As a result, mortgagees found khai khalasi not

very pfofitable compared to bandak or saph kabla terms. Under the khai

khalasi system the loan is paid off through the appropriacion or agricul-

tural products. On the other hand, bandak or saph kabala the nortgagee

appropriates the agricultural products without any deduction in the prin-
cipal sum. Currently, bandak is prevalent, and it is very profitable

to take mortgage on land particularly with the increase in the produc-
tivity (216.65%Z) and rise in price of rice (300-400%). Nevertheless,
bandak here has declined substantially considering the amount of land
involved in this category. Table 43 shows that only 6.28 acres of land
have been mortgaged with 13 families involved. This decline compared to
b;ndak tenure - 1945 is substantial. Although, I can not present here
exact data. Whatever I have gathered on this issue was from the old
people of the village, and their conversation about this problem strongly
suggests that mortgage or bandak was much more pervasive than what is

found today.

Y Pty PSRt TR
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Credit System in Shimulia

The credit system in the village in part was partly implied in
the preceding statement on the mortgage (bandak). In addition, there
are two forms of informal credit. These are commercial and consump-
tion loans. In the past, when jamdﬁnf manufacturing was prevalent the
Eaikars (wholesalers) and Eélél (brokers) used to advance loans to the
poor manufactures and appropriated the profit. However, with the decline
of medEnI manufacturing this type of credit system became extinct.

Consumption loans are taken when villagers run out of food supplies.

[ have talked about 30-40 money lenders of small amounts. Most of these
1ender§ are landless middle and subsistent farmers.

However, money lending in the village is a clandestine matter.

Both the creditors and debtors do not want to talk about it. As a
result I have little specific information on the credit system.

However, I gathered that farmers are involved in advancing commercial
loans. I approached several people to learn the exact mechanism or the
money lending system. Reports from the villagers help me to reconstruct
this procedure. [ computed that the interest rate of commercial credit
is between 100%-300% per annum depending upon the nature or the trade
and the relationship between creditor and debtur. For example, Abdur Rouf
of Gosthi C who owns 0.90 acres of land is a cattle trader. He acquired
this amount through this trade. Kahir Ali of GEs;hI S is a middle farmer
and he regularly lends money to Abdur Rouf for this trade at 200% interest.

Normally he takes loans for Khair Ali for a short period of time. 1 should
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mention here that not many middle farmers are capable ot providing

commercial loans since this involves a large lay out of money.

This is how it usually works. One may advance a lvan of taka
100.00 to a person for his consumption needs. The deal is thus if one
takes taka 100.00 as a loan, he has to pay the principal sum along with a
half maund of paddy (40 1bs) after three months. 1 have figured the
interest rate in terms of the existing price of rice in the open market.
During my field work paddy was selling at the rate of taka 80.00 a maund
therefore interest on a taka 100.00 to be 160% a year. Why do money
lenders ask for a half a maund of paddy instead of money? The villagers -
uxplain.that the money lenders are Muslims and in Llslam there is a strict
injunction against taking interest of any kind. They tactfully avoided
talking about the legal aspect of the interest by calling interest
as Arabic "Profit" since Islam recognizes profit in business. The
villagers regard money lending permissible under the Muslim aegis.
Moreover, villagers justify the legality of the money lending act by
saying that the money lender is not taking intercst from money gained
by usuary; rather that take_gél Arabic "commodity", therefore it could
not be usuary at all. However, in economic terms the acceptance of paddy
A% a profit equals interest and so links the profit to.a money markect.
Rice is the most essential commodity in a scarce economy like Bangladesh
and the price of rice always fluctuates. Taking paddy as an interest
wmaintains a link with the market situation. This type of usuary 1is

prevalent throughout Bangladesh. (see Arens and Van Beurden 19770



1~
Dhaka University Institutional Repository %2

Despite -the folk-justification-of—this-money. lending -syiem, there
remains a great amount of stigma attached to iL which is one reason
why money lending is done secretly.

Very few people can get out of the clutch ol debu. Considering
rhe rate of interest, it is virtually impossible to be free of debt.
For example, when a farmer takes a loan for conSu@ptiun gunerally he
pays it off as he harvests a new crop. Maybe he is able to pay off his
debt for the time being, but when he runs out of provisions, he again
goes to the money lender to borrow money.

One of the important changing features of the credit system is
the existence of petty money-lending by the middle farmers of the
village. Rich farmers of Shimﬁlia, unlike the 1940s, are no longer
jnvolved in this transaction. This new class generated surplus from
agriculture they used for buying land as also Lo invest in business.

In addition, these farmers have succeded in extending their investments
in Dhaka city in different financial resources through the culloboration
of the absentee land owners of Dhaka city. Theyv can achieve better

profits by ignoring the need for credit in Shimulia itself.

laoflow of Increased Qutside Investments in Shimulia land

We have already seen that 90.90 acres of land owned by people from

Dhaka city. Also, we have noticed that there is a new settlement in

Shimulia known as natun para inhabited by outsiders coming from different

districts of Bangladesh. Against this background, I have observed that

many outsi&e people invested in land in the village. During the later
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part of my field work people from Dhaka used to visit almost everyday

to buy lands for housing sites. I came to know from villagers that

most of these buyers' sources of money are remittances from the middle
east.

~f

Summary

This chapter dealt with changing land tenure pattern since 1945. Tt
included a statement of revenue history of Bengal and Shimulia. It also
included a discussion of the different land types and tenure categories.
The communal riot of 1964 caused a radical change in land ownership patterns,
although some change in tenure patterns had already begun after partition
in 1947: Before the communal riot of 1964, 57.8% of Shimulia land belunged
to the Hindus, and the Muslims owned only 29.91%. But after !964, this
picture reversed: Now the Muslims of Shimulia own 60.51% of land whereas
the Hindus own omly [1.79%. Furthermore, there was considerable amount
of investments in Shimulia land uriginating from Dhaka. 90.90 acres of
‘land of Shimulia belong to the urban land owners. At the same time, the
inauguration of the D.N.D. irrigation project resulted in transforming
agricultural patterns to intensive wet-rice cultivation with a 216.65%
increase in the productivity of land. As a result, there developed a
rich Muslim land owﬁing class who consider agriculture as a business
venture. They have generated a surplus from agriculture by applying

modern inputs with the help of cheap non-local agricultural wage laborers.

7Bangladesh earned 115 million dollars in the form of remittances by its
skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled laborers from the vil rich Middle
Eastern countries during 1978-79,
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Further, the rich farmers developed a close relationship with the
—urban—ltand—ewners——They-provide—favors-to- the-rich fFarmers in

numerous ways. The urban setting of Shimulia, including the availabil-
ity of mills for employment and credit, Lhe increasing high price of
land, the investment opportunities in Dhaka city for the rich and urban
communities developed with urban land owners have Jdramatically altered
the socivo-economic landscape of Shimulia. [t is increasingly an "urban

village"; no longer part of the rural scene.
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Chapter VI

oo SUMMING UP: THE PROCESS OF CHANGE — - - : e
IN SHIMULIA AGRARIAN STRUCTURE

In the preceding chapters, I have discussed the process of change
in the agrarian structure of Shimulia village from 1945~1978. Here I
will summarize my findings with regard tec the process of change.

My investigation of the social organization shows that the tradi-
tional elements of social organization have becvn disintegrating. Muslim
kinship arganizaticn has become weaker, giving wav somewhat to class
relationships. Interests or "profitability" increasingly has begun
to bé central rather than traditional kinties. Following socio-economic
vhanges, such as the partition of I[ndia in 1947, Jecline of the iéﬁéﬂéﬂi
industry, the communal riot of 1964, the inauguration ot the DN D,
irrigation project along with the intensive wel-rice cultivacion, in-
flow ¢f investments in land by urban land speculators, the birth of
Bangladesh, and the post-Bangladesh scarcity and hiszh inflacion.

The study of village land tenurce was [ocused on the basic issue
that land is a scarce commodity and its ownership or control is highly
correlated with the village class structure. Also, [ wanted to dis-
cover how changes in land tenure patterns brought about! new relation-
ships. I examined the village land tenure over the past 33 Qears.
(1945-1978); this indicates a sharp differentiation process. Lo the

-
early 1960s, following the communal riot, there cmerged a Muslim land-

owning plass which came mostly from nnn—khﬁndgnwﬁastgz. In 1945,
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57.87 percent of land was controlled by the Hindus, and Muslims owned

only 29.91 percent. Again, the land distribution was uneven both among
the Muslims and Hindus. Land was concentrated among !5 mahisya casi

families among the Hindus and among two khandani gosghi (gogthi O and T)

of the 'Muslims. But this picture was reversed 33 years later when the
Hindus of Shimulia owned only 11.79 percent. It is interesting to note
that such a massive transfer of land from the Hindus to Muslims was also
uneven. Only a few families among the 22 ngthI increased their holdings
(see Table 38, Chapter V). As a result, a strong, en;erprising land-
owning class emerged in Shimulia.

This transformation also created instability and fluidity in the

social organization. For example, 70 percent of these families came

from non-khandan land owning Egsgh{. only 30 percent of the rich
families came from traditional khéndani EBgthf (see Table 38). Such

an unstable and fluid character in social mobility has theoretical im-
portance in the wider Bangladesh context. We have observed that in
Shimulia there is no correspondence between traditional high séatus
lineage families and the land concentration. However, in the late 1960s,
Bertocci (1972) found a strong correlation between traditional high
status lineage and land holding concentration in two villages of

Comilla District. He observed that 90 percent of rich peasants (surplus
farmers) camg from traditionally high status lineages even though
Bertocci noticed rapid mobility within the system which he termed
"ecyclical kulakism" (for details see Bertocci 1972). In contrast to

Bertocci"s findings, Shimulia proved to be vulnerable to these changes.
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As a result, there is a polarization between rich and poor members of

~~a given gogthi. Rich member families no longer feel obligated to help

out the poor families of the same ng;hI. There are cases where rich
farmers let out their lands for shkare-cropping to non-kin tenants with
non-kin considerations underlying the decision-making process. Further,
the data revealed that the differemtiation process existed in ﬁéﬁiﬁi
organization. Rich families of different goethi (both khandani and non-
khandani) created friendly relations among themselves, and in some
cases, forged business partnerships. Interests and "profitability"
have become increasin¢ly the basis of their relationship.

The newly emergent rich farmers are characterized by entreprenural
behavior. They consider agriculture to be a commercial venture. These
farmers invest in agriculture for high production in the form of buying
modern inputs for its pursuit. As a result, they produce surplus over
and above their consumption, the profits from which they use to acquire
land as well as in business of different sorts. The rich farmers,
ambng other things, invested in the import of yarh, wholesale and

retail trading, construction activities, and contractual supplying

of goods to various wganizations outside Shimulia. It is interesting

to note here that most of the rich farmers have engaged one or two of
their family members in such businesses. Further, following the
communal riot of 1964, and with the rise of rich and enterprising
farmers, the inflow of urban investments in Shimulia were channelled
through a group of urban land speculators who are urban professionals.
These farmers were instrumental in buying land in the village on be-

‘half of the urban speculators (see Chapters III, IV and V). There
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are 90.90 acres of land owned by 39 absentee landowners Ffrom Dhaka.
Prominent among these absentee landowners are physicians; lawyers, - —— —
government officials, and businessmen. Further, there are two farms

in Shimulia run by absentee landowners through their farm managers.

In general, investments from the urban area altered Shimulia agrarian
relations.

With regard to tenancy, a new situation emerged. A distinct
type of share-cropping system deve loped in Shimulia which cannot be
called tenmancy in the ordinary semnse, Rather, the rich farmers have
become the share-croppers for absentee land owners who produce for tte
market. These farmers have taken for themselves the superior share-
cropping lands, and the remainder of these lands are distributed to
middle, subsistence, marginal and landless farmers to create patronage
which they channel into factional politics. Thus, the rich farmers
have taken the position of overall supervisors of the absentee owners
land. Similarly, for the managed fafms, a few rich farmers have be-
come thede facto supervisors of these farms (see Chapter V).

These developments in Shimulia have culminated in mutual rela-
tionships between rich farmers and urban land owners. The rich farmers
by virtue of their network linkage with the absentee landowners ob-
tained benefits in the form of insecticides, HYV seeds, and chemical
fertilizers at subsidized rates, import permits for yarn, construction
and supplying works, etc. Since 85 percent of the rich farmers are
connected with business enterprises, they sought help from the urban
absentee owners for investments in urban areas (see Chapter V). There

are eight rich farmers who have tried to diversify their investments
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particularly in different sectors of Dhaka.

With regard to labor, a market situation has emerged. The poor

‘"E;rmers of Shimulia often sell their labor in the nearby mills and

factories, as well as working as ditch workers, porters, etc. at
Demra bus station and Sharulia Bazar. There is a demand for this
temporary labor in the locality and their wages are higher than agri-
cultural wages, Our data show that on an average the agricultural
wage i1s 50 percent less than non-agricultural wages: 100 percent less
in the case of wages of mill or factory wages (see Table 39). As a
result, the inflow of outside agricultural laborers to the village
has increased. These are seasonal migrants and destitute laborers
who are in abundant supply. They have no bargaining power whatso-
ever. The rich farmers prefer to hire these laborers since they are
cheaper and the farmers can disengage themselves from kinship and
§§géi obligations.

A significant facet of the changing labor organization is that
the village labor force has occupied a minimal role in agriculture.
Wage laborers in mills and factory workers participate in the village
social and economic organization to a very limited extent. This is
just the p lace where they live. A few village families have already
taken up residence in the shanties of Sharulia Bazar. Another crucial
trend with respect to the village land is that it has been affected
increasingly by the urban market, particularly remittances by
Bangladeshi in the Middle East. Poor farmers are forced to sell

their lands because for them, land has become uneconomical. Some

-
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poor farmers have sold their lands to migrate to interior villages

where the price of land is lower than in Shimulia. The overa 11 change

engendered indicates that the village will eventually cease to be a

separate entity and become a part of Greater Dhaka.

Postscrigt

Upon completion of my field work in August 1978, T returned Lo
Syracuse University in the United States to write my dissertation. I
spent three years there, and returned to Bangladesh. Upon returning
to Bangladesh. I visited Shimulia to meet my erstwhile informants and
to learn of rhe changing aspects of village life. The changes that
I noticed are significant from the point of view of patterns of change

in investment and land use patterns in Shimulia.

There were marked changes in investment patterns. During the
span of three years, two households belonging to the rich farmer . lass

have transferred substantial amounts of capital to the urban area. It

is 'difficult to ascertain the exact amount of capital thus moved.

Upon returning to Shimulia, I discovered that Akram Khan's (g;egl{ M)

. second son now owns a Chinese restaurant in one of the important places

: of'Dhaka. L believe he invested a minimum of 4-5 lakh Taka ($25,000) in

that business. This was a consequence of capital being moved to
the city. With this also, it has changed its land use pattern.
During my field work time (see gEsEhI M) it derived large surpluses
from agricultural products. Akram Khan's family share-cropped 4.50
acres of land owned by urban landowners, seeking high productivity.

However, on my return, this household had tenanted out about half of
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its holdings to other farmers in the village, which surprises me.

These features are indicative of a new trend in investment patterns.—
They strongly suggest that this household not only transferred sub-
stantial portions of its capital to Dhaka, but also shifted its interests
from land based action to investments in the urban area.

Tajul Islam, the eldest son of Khalil Sardar (gasthi R), now
owns a printing pres; in Dhaka. Khalil Sardar is a rich farmer who,
like Akram Khan, groomed his son for several occupations. All his
sons are very interested in agriculture since it is now a productive
venture. Consequently, Khalil Sardar's household generated a con-
siderable surplus from agriculture. But when I visited Shimulia after
my ret;rn from Syracuse, I found that his eldest son had left his job
as accountant with the Water and Power Development Organization and
bought a printing press in Dhaka. Not surprisingly, the major portion
of the capital for his printing press came from agricultural surplus.
Unlike Akram Khan's household, this household has not withdrawn from
land-based action. It still considers agriculture as a viable source
of investment and production.

The inflow of investment in Shimulia land has accelerated. Villagers
indicated that a large amount of land has slipped into the hands of
outsiders, particularly owners from Dhaka. Upon inquiry, I gathered
that these owners' source of income is from the remittances from the
Bangladeshi in the Middle East. Interestingly, following this develop-
ment, the ﬁ.N,D. authority has shown concern over the penetration of
non-local.owners in Shimulia, vis-a-vis the overall D.N.D, project
area, particularly their attempt to build housing sites on agricultural

land.
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