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Chapter -1
In trod uct ion

1.1 Propos i t ion:

Dhaka ,  the capi tal  city o f  Bangl adesh ,  has been ident i f i ed  as the 

“ Me ga  s lum o f  the twenty  first c en t u r y ” by the As ia  week.  (Meenar ,  

M. R.,  1999 page:  6). Present  p opu la t i on  o f  the s lums in Dh ak a  ci ty is 

near ly  3.0 mi l l ion.

This  is a s tudy o f  a s lum in Dhaka  city wi th a focus on the life and 

l iving o f  s lum-dwel le r s .  Agr icu l tu r e  sector  account s  for agrar ian  

soc ic ty  near ly  46 % o f  the c o u n t r y ’s GDP wi th near ly 65% o f  the total  

lobour  force empl oyed  in agr icul ture .  But  arable  land is dec reas i ng  

g radua l ly  due to r epeated  f ragmenta t ion  o f  land,  urban iza t ion ,  r iver  

e ros i on  etc.  On the other  hand popul a t ion  o f  the count ry  is increas ing  

g eo met r ica l ly .  Loss  o f  crops  due to natural  ca lami ty  is also repea t ing  

a l mos t  every  year .  This  is crea t ing j ob l es sn es s  in rural  areas,  which  

force the rural  poor  people  to migra te  to urban areas.  The rate o f  

mi gra t ion  t owards  ci ty is also i ncreas ing  in geomet r i c  p ropor t ion .  The 

impact  o f  migra t ion  has para lysed  the City life.

Bec a us e  o f  the unplanned  migra t ion ,  the ci ty life,  its eco nomy  is 

ge t t ing  a f fec ted  ser ious ly.  On the other  hand,  due to the migra t ion  o f  

rural  poor  towards  urban areas,  an ar t i f icial  vacu um has been created 

in agr i cu l tura l  sec tor  also.  Farmers  are not  get t ing requi red  m a n po we r  

for agr i cu l tura l  purposes  dur ing  peak  seasons .  Ski l led agr icul tura l  

l abourers  are now gradual ly  b ecomi ng  cons t ruc t ion ,  indust r ia l  and 

t ranspor t a t ion  workers  in the urban life. Thus  shor tage  in agr icul tura l  

sec t or  is a f fec t ing  the agr icul tura l  product ion .  Bang ladesh i  

agr i cu l tura l  sys tem is most ly manual  or iented.  Migra t i on  o f  rural  poo r
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t owar ds  ci ty is def in i t e ly  crea t ing shor tage  in the l abour  r equi rement  

for agr i cu l tura l  purposes .  Rec iproca l ly  when  rural  poor  peopl e  are 

sh i f t ed  in the urban areas,  they can hardly r ender  good  services  for 

d i f fe rent  ci ty and indust r ia l  r equ i rement s .  These  unsk i l l ed  workers  

face ser ious  p rob lems .  Natura l ly  they b ecome looser  f inancial ly,  

phys ica l l y  and social ly.

I nc reas ed  rate o f  migra t ion  o f  rural  poor  to urban areas  is af fec t ing 

the i nf ras t ruc ture  o f  the city.  The ci ty is not  p l anned  to a ccom mo da t e  

them.  So this  excess  popula t ion  is crea t ing p ressure  on sani ta t ion,  

power ,  t ranspor ta t ion ,  heal th and env i ro nme nt  o f  the city.  The 

migran t s  are also en dang er in g  city l ife by crea t ing  ant i -social  

act ivi t ies .

Due  to unusua l  s lum se t t l ement  all a round the Dhaka  city,  its normal  

life is be co mi n g  hazardous .  The condi t ion o f  ci ty life is ge t t ing worse.  

Ul t imate ly  it is a f fec t ing  the nat ional  economy also.

1.2 Ob jec t i ve  o f  the study.

The main objec t ive  o f  the present  s tudy is to p repare  an e t hnogr aph i c  

accoun t  o f  the people  l iving in a slum in Dhaka  city.  In other  words ,  

it is a s tudy o f  the s lum dwel lers .  One o f  the objec t ives  o f  the present  

s tudy is to know the impact  o f  migra t ion  on urban life. The s tudy will  

inves t iga t e  into thei r  s oc io - economi c  life, thei r  hous ing  pat tern,  food 

habi t s ,  and thei r  condi t ions  o f  heal th,  sani ta t ion,  social  organ iza t ion  

and thei r  re l igion,  r i tuals  and ceremonies .

1.3 Scope  and I mp ort an ce  of  the study:

Scope  o f  the present  s tudy on the s lum life is qui te  board.  Impor tance  

o f  the s tudy is also very s igni f i cant  because  the s lum people
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V

repres en t s  most  o f  the dis t r ict  o f  the count iy ,  avai l ab i l i ty  o f  var iet ies  

o f  peop l e  o f  di f ferent  occupa t ion  and easy c ompar i son  wi th  the city 

l ife etc.  Bec au se  o f  long per iod  o f  se t t l ement  o f  the dwel l e r s  in this 

s l u m - t h e i r  life style,  di f fe rent  events  and occur rences  could be 

s tud i ed  in broader  aspect .  As the locat ion o f  the s lum is very adjacent  

to the munic ipa l  a ided area,  the impact  o f  the p r esen ce  o f  s lum on 

urban  life a lso could be s tudied.

Si gn i f i can ce  o f  this s tudy is enormous .  Wi thout  s tudying  these  people  

o f  the s lum,  p lan ing  o f  Dhaka  City is next  to imposs ib le .  Dhaka  city 

is a l ready  over bu rden  wi th its popula t ion .  In the c omi ng  century  it 

wi l l  become  a mega  s lum city.  So the i mpor t ance  o f  the s tudy o f  

s lu m- d we l l e r s  requi res  no exp lana t ion  to make  the ci ty hea l thy  and 

p lanned.

1.4 Met ho do log y:

I have  fo l lowed an t hropolog i ca l  method  or the me t ho d  o f  intensive  

f i e ldwork  in the p resen t  s tudy.  In o ther  words ,  I have  fo l lowed  the 

m et hod  o f  pa r t i c ipan t -observa t ion .  " An t hropo l og i ca l  method ,  which
-L

i nvolves  di rect  par t i c ipa t ion  and observa t ion  in the f ield seems  to us 

the mos t  useful  m e t h o d ’' (Chowdhur y ,  1978:12)  for the pur pose  o f  

p r esen t  s tudy.

^  We have  appl ied  an thropolog ica l  method  for col lec t ion o f  qual i t a t ive

data  for this work.  I went  to the research area,  l ived there  and 

col l ec t ed  impor tant  data about  thei r  socie ty and cul ture .  It is an 

in t ens ive  s tudy o f  thei r  family,  kinship ,  mar r iage ,  occupa t ion ,  income,  

re l ig ion,  bel ief ,  r i tuals  and the p rob lems  conf ron t ed  by them.  I was 

able  to es tabl i sh  f r i endship  wi th them and therefore ,  I was  not  a 

s t r an ge r  to them.  I used my field dai ry and I col lec ted data  about  thei r

V l ife and l iving dur ing  my f ie ldwork  in the s lum under  s tudy.
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This  is a hol i s t i c  s tudy o f  a s lum dwe l l e r  communi ty .  We have  t r ied to 

g a t h e r  i n fo r mat ion  about  many aspect s  o f  thei r  life and l iving.

I have  f o l l owed  some t echniques  o f  data col lec t ion for qual i t a t ive  

work  whi ch  arc used in the an th ropolog ica l  method.

T e c h n i q u e s  o f  data col lect ion:

a. P ar t i c i pan t -obse rva t ion .

b. Key  in fo r mant  in terviewing.

c. Co l l ec t i on  o f  life his tor ies .

d. Genea l ogy .

e. Case  s tudy.

f. Te ch nica l  equ i pment  o f  f i e ldwork  like camera ,  tap recorder .

g. A c q ua in t an ce s  with the ind igenous  languages .

h. Use o f  facts,  document s  and analysis .

i. Loc a t ion  map and popula t ion  census,  

j .  Ar c h i v es  and other  wr i t t en  records .

k. No t e  t ak ing  and use o f  Diar ies .  (Chowdh ur y ,  A. and Rashid ,  S. 

page - 87 )
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 ̂ Chapter-II
r

R eview  o f  L i tera ture

For (he pur pose  o f  our  present  s tudy,  we liave dee ided to r ev iew the 

re l evant  ex i s t ing  l i terature in this field.  This  would  give us some 

in fo rmat i on  about  the p resent  condi t ion o f  s lums in Dhaka  city.  Here,  

in this chapter ,  I have  a t t empted  to rev iew some o f  the most  impor tan t  

s tudies  on the s lum dwel ler s  o f  Dhaka  city.

2.1 S l ums  and Squat ters  in Dhaka city 1988.

The first  amo ng  them is the s tudy o f  Islam and M a hb ub  (1988) .  This 

survey  was  a imed at mapping  the s lum and squat te r  se t t l ement s  with 

the D ha ka  Munic ipa l  Corpora t ion  ( DMC)  area and they col lec ted 

basic s o c i o- econo mi c  informat ion  on every s lum.  They def ined  s lum 

and s qua t t e r  in this report .  The major  objec t ive  o f  the s tudy was  to 

de t e r min e  the type o f  ownersh ip  o f  the lands occupied  by the s lum 

and s qua t t e r  communi t i es .  The survey involved field observa t ion ,  

m ap p in g  and admini s t r a t ion  o f  a set o f  ques t ionnai re .  The authors  

^  t r ied to col lect  informat ion  on the basic s oc io - economic

char ac te r i s t i cs  o f  s lum dwel lers ,  the qual i ty  o f  the physica l  

e n v i r on me n t  o f  s lum area,  and the ava i lable  o f  ut i l i ty services  wi thin  

the s lum communi t i e s .  The researchers  ident i f ied through the field 

^  survey,  a compl e t e  list o f  1 125 s lum and squa t t e r  se t t l ement s  in DMC

area.  They p r epared  the map s howi ng  locat ion o f  old (1125)  s lums and 

squa t t e r s  wi th 10 or more  households .  It was found the three fourths  

o f  s e t t l emen t s  were  es tab l i shed  dur ing the last 17 years.  Therefore ,  

be t ween  1971 and 1988,  a total  o f  833 clus ters  were  added to the total 

uni ts ,  an average  o f  a lmost  50 clusters  per  year .  The  expans i on  of

s lum and squa t t e r  se t t l ement s  dur ing the recent  years  led to higher

^  g rowt h  o f  popu l a t ion  in Dhaka  city and an acute  shor t age  o f  hous ing
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in the capi ta l .  The map showed  that  the s lums and squat te r s  were  

d i s t r i bu t ed  in an i r regular  m an ne r  t h roughout  the city.  It was  also 

ev i den t  f rom the map that  the per iphera l  zone o f  the ci ty had more  

n u m b e r  o f  s lums  as compar ed  to the inner  zones.

The  ab ov e  men t ioned  s tudy p rov ided  some general  in fo rmat ion  o f  the 

phys ica l  env i r onme nt s  o f  the s lums,  mainly on land and home 

o wn e r s h i p  pat tern,  area covered  by the s lums,  d ra inage  condi t ion  and 

f lood s i tua t ion  and avai labi l i ty  o f  some basic ut i l i ty se rv ices  in the 

s lum areas.  This  s tudy therefore ,  showed that  the rapid g rowt h o f  

s lums  and squat te r s  se t t l ement  in Dhaka city had become a cr i t ical  

i ssue and a highly vis ible  prob lem.  I’hc most  s t r iking features  o f  

D h a k a ' s  s lum popula t ion  were  that  they compr ised  one- for th  o f  the 

c i t y ' s  total  popula t i on  but  shared only a t iny pr opor t ion  o f  c i t y ’s total  

r es ident i a l  area.  As a resul t ,  the dens i ty  o f  s lum p opu l a t ion  r emained  

very high.  It was  five or six t imes  higher  than the overal l  dens i ty  o f  

D h a k a ’s popula t ion .

2.2 Va g ra nt s  o f  Dhaka city.

Ali  A k b a r  (1972)  conduc ted  a s tudy on the s lum dwel l er s  o f  Dhaka  

ci ty in 1972.  This  s tudy prov ided  informat ion  on the proper ty  and 

eco no mi c  condi t ions  o f  the v i l l age r ' s  who  migra ted  to Dh ak a  city and 

b ec a m e  s lum dwel lers .  Ali  Akbar  fur ther  inves t iga ted  into the causes  

o f  such mi gra t ion  from rural  areas  to Dhaka  city.  He found that  most  

p eo p l e  came  to Dhaka  from rural  areas  in search o f  j o b  but  many  o f  

t hem r ema i ned  un employed  and became s lum dwel ler s .  The s lum 

dwel le r s  became  vagrants .  It can thus,  be conc luded  here that  vagrants  

wer e  the s lum dwel ler s  in the ci ty o f  Dhaka  as found by Ali  A k b a r  in 

his s tudy.

F ar uk  (1976)  conduc t ed  ano ther  s tudy on the vagrant s  o f  Dh ak a  city 

du r ing  1975 and the resul t s  o f  his survey was  pub l i shed  in 1976 by
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the Bu reau  o f  Economi c  Research  o f  Dhaka  Univers i ty .  Faruk  in this 

s tudy revea l ed  the s oc io - economi c  background  o f  the vagrant s  o f  

Dh ak a  ci ty.  He also tried to ascer ta in the causes  o f  becomi ng  

vagran t s .  A cc or d i ng  to him,  most  o f  the vagrants  came from rural  

areas .  They  were  hit by a d i sas t e r  l ike crop fai lure,  r iver  erosion,  

f lood and loss o f  j o b  etc.  As there was no saving or loan or no 

e m p l o y m e n t  was  avai lable  in the ne i ghbourhood ,  they came to the city 

to t ry the i r  luck.  But  in the city there  was no secured  j ob  and no 

s ecu red  ac co mm od a t i on  for them.  They w'ere uprooted  f rom thei r  

v i l l age  homes ,  and became vagrant s  even af ter  years  o f  s t ruggle  in the 

urban env i ronment .  Bulk o f  wo man  vagrants  came to visi t  f r iends  or 

for med i ca l  aid or to seek r e l i e f  and char i ty.  Wo man  vagrant s  also 

came  to Dhaka  city for seeking  employment .  The vagrant s  whe t he r  

ma le  or female ,  f inal ly set t led in the s lum o f  Dhaka  city.  The s tudy o f  

Faruk  s howe d  that  s lums in the ci ty o f  Dhaka  grew in this process .  It 

a pp ea r ed  from s imi lar  s tudies  that  s lums  became enlarged  in Dhaka  

ci ty wi th the se t t l ement  o f  vagrants  and beggars  in the s lums.

2.3 Ubran  Research  in Bangl adesh  1999

In ano the r  edi ted work o f  Nazrul  Islam Urban Resea rch  in 

Bang lad esh ,  some o f  the cont r ibutors  h ighl ighted on urban poor,  

pover ty ,  env i ronment ,  i nf ras t ruc ture  and heal th s i tuat ion o f  urban 

popul a t ion  in Bangladesh .  The cent re  for urban s tudies  def ined urban 

po or  in Bang l adesh  as fol lows;  “ The urban poor  are l iving in urban 

area  who  cannot  afford to meet  the basic needs  r equ i rement s  include 

food or nut r i t ion,  c lothing,  pr imary  hea l thcare ,  educa t ion  and s he l t e r ” 

( Is lam 1990).

I s lam ident i f i ed the fo l lowing causes  o f  pover ty  in Ban gl ad esh  in this 

s tudy.
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1. Hist or i ca l  factors:  The c ou n t r y ' s  colonial  b ackgr ound  and its 

exp l o i ta t ion  by colonial  rulers.

2. E n v i r o n m e n t  factors:  Recur rence  o f  natural  hazards ,  (espec ia l ly  

cyc l ones ,  f loods,  droughts  and r iver  bank erosion) .

3. Res ou rces  and d e mo gr ap h ic  factors:  Limi ted natural  resources ,  

and smal l  s ize o f  the count ry  agains t  a very large popula t ion .  

U n f av or ab l e  and low land-man ratio.

4. D e p e n d e n c e  on foreign aids,  loans,  drain o f  r esources  f rom the 

coun t ry  (mater ia l ,  mone t ary  and brain drain).  Neo- co l on i a l  

ex plo i ta t ion  through met ropol i t an  capi tal ,  mul t ina t iona l  and 

fore ign N G O ’s.

5. Poor  qual i ty  o f  human resources:  Due mainly  to poor  heal th,  

i l l i t eracy and low skill .

6. The  s o c i o - e co n om ic  pol i t ical  s upers tructure:  Par t i cu la r ly  the 

p o w e r  s t ructure ,  the oppress ive  and explo i ta t ive  role o f  the rul ing 

p o w e r  eli te,  social  oppress ion  in rural  areas,  and unequa l  r esource  

s t ructure .

7. A b s e n c e  o f  popula r ly  e lected p e o p l e ’s g ov e r n me n t  and lack o f  

p e o p l e ’s par t i c ipa t ion  in d eve l opmen t  act ivi t ies.

8. A dm in i s t r a t i ve  and manager i a l  w'eakness and wid es pread  

cor rup t ion .

9. S tagna t ion  o f  p r oduc t ive  forces and produc t ion  over  t ime.

10. Rich- b i ased  gove r nment  pol ic ies  and lack o f  suff ic ient  

g o v e r n m e n t  suppor t  for the poor .

11. Lack  o f  pol i t ical  awareness  and organiza t ion  o f  the poor  (or  for 

the poor) .

12. Behaviora l  factors (both individual  and socie ta l  behavior ) .  The 

above  factors  expla in both urban and rural  (more  rural)  pover ty  in 

Bang l adesh .
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The s tudy  revea l ed  that  urban pover ty  in Ba ng la de s h  is par t ly a 

m an i f es t a t i on  o f  rural  pover ty .  The vast  major i ty  o f  urban po or  are 

sti l l  in fact  r ecent  mi gran t s  f rom rural  areas.  The causes  o f  mi gra t ion  

are rural  pover ty ,  i andlessness ,  rural  u nemp lo ymen t ,  natural  hazards ,  

social  in jus t i ce  and oppress i on  etc. These  are known as rural  push 

factors  wher eas  bet ter  educat ion  and emp lo y me n t  oppor tun i t i es  in 

u rban areas  are kn own  as urban pull  factors.  For  women ,  mar r i age  is a 

ma j or  cause  o f  rural  to urban migrat ion.  Thus  the rural  poor  become 

urban set t lers  and vast  major i ty  o f  them live in the urban s lums.  This  

is why and how big s lums  grow in the city o f  Dh ak a  in recent  t ime.  

M iz a n u d d i n  (1992)  has recent ly  comple t ed  his r esearch  on “ Social  

O r g a n i za t i o n  o f  Urban P o o r ” . He has conduc t ed  a s tudy on a squat te r  

s e t t l emen t  o f  Dhaka  city.  He has found that  s imi lar i ty  o f  the income 

and o ccupa t ion  o f  bas tee dwel lers  faci l i tate them to be long  to class  in 

i t se l f  but  not  being t rans formed into class for i tself.  “ Gr inding  

pover ty  o f  bas tee dwel lers ,  absence  o f  a di rect  oppr esso r  class  and 

thei r  inc l ina t ion towards  a l ignments ,  based on t radi t ional  t ies l ike 

family,  k inship ,  r egional  t ies and class were  held r espons ib le  for 

keep i ng  the class  in i t se l f  s i t ua t ion” (Mi zan ud din  1992).

Many  o f  the urban s tudies  in Bangl adesh  by geographers ,  sociologis t s ,  

p l anner s ,  eng ineer s  and archi tects  have addressed  the land and 

ho us ing  p r ob le ms  o f  the urban poor  par t icular ly  o f  those  l iving in 

s lums  and squat ters .

2.4 Environment ,  Infrastructure and Health,  in urban areas in 

Bangladesh.

A mana l  Ul lah Khan  (1994)  in an ar t ic le  “ Envi ronment .  Inf ras t ructure  

and heal th,  in urban areas  in B a n g l a d e s h ” has given an idea o f  

r esearch  act ivi t ies  on env i ronment ,  i nf ras t ructure  and heal th.

•V A cc o r d i n g  to him the appl ied research or urban problem is o f  more

-T
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r ecen t  or igin.  In the Eight ies  when  the urban p r ob l ems  b ec am e  acute,  

the g ov e r n m e n t  s tar ted seeking  outs ide  help in a bid to con ta in  these 

p rob lems .  As  a resul t ,  var ious  env i ronment  i m p r o ve me n t  projec t s  

were  t aken  up in the count ry  wi th in terna t ional  help.  The  appl ied 

r e sea r cher s  s tar ted these projects .

As  for  p ub l i shed  books  dea l ing  wi th urban env i r onment ,  inf ras t ruc ture  

and heal th  i ssues  in Bangladesh ,  only a few has been produced .  These  

are Khan  1967,  Hussa in  1970,  Saqui  1977,  Miah  et. el 1988 and 

A h m e d  1991.

Ear ly  r esearch  interest  in this count ry  focused on the br oader  aspect  

o f  the urban env i r onment .  Interes t  in the sevent ies ,  h o w ev e r  turned to 

be spec i f i c  aspects  o f  urban env i ronment  and i nf ras t ruc ture  o f  them,  

bas ic  urban services ,  the wate r  supply,  sew'age and sani t a t ion  p rob lem 

in Dhak a  city r ece ived  sus t a ined  a t tent ion from researchers .  The 

p r o b l em s  o f  wate r  supply  and sewage  disposal  in Dh ak a  city was 

s tud ied  by Salam (1968) .  Rahman  (1968)  looked into the over  all 

wa t e r  supply  and sani ta t ion s i tuat ion in the urban areas  o f  the 

count ry .  A n i s u z z a m a n  (1968)  s tudied the at t i tude towards  sani ta t ion 

in publ ic  places  in Dhaka  city.  Saqui  (1977)  pub l i shed  a p i onee r  book 

on the wa t er  supply  s i tuat ion in Dhaka  city.  The focus  o f  his study,  

howeve r ,  was  f inancial  analys is  ra ther  than a s tudy o f  the 

en v i r onme nt a l  aspects .

Tu r i ng  to env i ronmenta l  aspect s  o f  water ,  Is lam (1977)  s tudied the 

cha rac t er i s t i cs  o f  wate r  in and a round Dhaka  city.  Mo rs h ed  (1984)  

i nves t iga t ed  the wate r  supply s i tuat ion in poor  areas  wi thin  the Dhaka  

city.  The  re l a t ionsh ip  be tween  sub surface  geo logy  and its 

r e l a t ionsh i p  was  inves t iga ted  by Sai fuddin  (1985) .  He inves t iga ted  the 

wa t er  supply  p rob le ms  o f  the Ut tara Model  Town.  Very recent ly
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dur ing  the ear ly ninet ies  there  has been several  hi s tor ical  s tudies  on 

the wa t e r  supply  and sani ta t ion in old Dhaka ( K ha nu m 1991,  Ah me d  

1991).

Man y pro jec t s  have been taken up in o rder  to a t tend the var ious  

en v i r on me n ta l  and inf ras t ructure  p rob lems  faced by the city.  There  

has been several  s tudies  on the f lood pro tec t ion  and d ra inage  and the 

e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  the greater  Dhaka  (Sneel  and AAE 1969,  Har l ow  & 

Par tne rs  1973 and 1988 J ICA 1987, 1990 and 1991 W A S A  1989 and 

1990).

Urban  heal th  p rob lems  in Bang l adesh  in the past  have a lways  been 

t rea ted  secondar i l y  by the bulk o f  Medical  and heal th r esearcher s  o f  

the count ry .  The medica l  r esearchers  over  the pas t  three decades  have 

a s se mb l ed  a wide  array o f  s tudies  on the var ious  aspec t s  o f  the heal th 

s i tua t ion  o f  the urban areas.  Pre l iminary  r ev iew has ident i f i ed  a large 

n u m b e r  o f  research project s  that  are related to aspect s  o f  urban heal th 

p r ob le ms .  For  the purpose  o f  deta i l ed r eview these were  g rouped  into:

a) S tudies  o f  par t i cu la r  disease  o f  the Urban Area.

b) S tudies  o f  heal th p rob lems  o f  par t i cu la r  groups.

c) S tudies  o f  par t i cu la r  areas  in ci t ies.

d) S tudies  o f  par t i cu la r  d isease car r iers  in cit ies.

e) S tudies  o f  the nature  o f  heal th care del ivery in urban areas.

In a s tudy on the inc idence  o f  depther i a  car r ied out  before  the EPI

was  s tar ted  in Dhaka  in 1973 and 1974,  Haq and Haq (1987)  found the

inc i dence  to be one per  thousand,  roughly  under  10 years  age group.  

Fa ta l i ty  rate was  found to be highes t  in 6 months  to 5 years  age group.  

The  chi ldren  res id ing  in c rowded  and conges ted  areas  was  found to be 

more  vulnerable .
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Hear t  d i sease  were  s tudied by Mal ik  (1976)  and Banoo  et. al. (1987).  

M a l i k ' s  s tudy  was  on both urban and rural  society.  He found that  

about  3 pe r cen t  o f  the s tudy pop ula t io n  had some kind o f  hear t  

di sease .  Rhe um at i c  heart  di sease  were  co mm on  in poor  people  o f  

y o u n g e r  age  wher eas  well  to do people  suf fered more  from i schacmic 

hear t  d i sease .  Mar t in  et.el  (1969) .  Khan and Car l in (1977) ,  s tudied the 

na ture  o f  the cholera  p roduc i ng  agents ,  the spat ia l  pa t te rn  o f  the 

i nc idence  and its re la t ionship  wi th var ious  env i ronmenta l  factors.  

S tan ton  and his group (dur ing the late 8 0 ’s) have s tudied the ef fect  o f  

a l t e r ing  wa t e r  sani ta t ion behavi our  and its re l a t ionship  to ch i ldhood 

d i a r rh oea  in urban areas.  (Stanton et. al. 1987a,  1987b,  1988,  1989).

Fa r idu dd i n  and Khan (1989)  and Mannan  (1990)  con duc t ed  two 

s tudies  on the s imi lar  subjects .  The first  report  was  based on 

^  s econd ar y  i nformat ion  about  the heal th and nut r i t ion s tatus  o f  the

urban po or  in Bangladesh .  It also r ev i ewed  the na ture  o f  hea l thcare  

pa t te rn ,  ins t i tut ional  f ramework  and the qual i ty o f  service  de l ivery to 

the poor .  The  second s tudy was  based on pr imary  f ield data  and 

p rov ide d  a very good compar i son  o f  heal th o f  the urban and rural  

^  po pu l a t i on  in Bangladesh .  It r ev i ewed  the morbid i ty ,  mor ta l i ty  and

nut r i t ion  s i tua t ion  in the urban and rural  areas.  The s tudy  ga thered  

i n fo r mat ion  from a sample  o f  2400 rural  and 500 urban househo lds  

spread  t h r oughou t  the count ry.  These  two s tudies  con t r ibu ted  

s ign i f i can t ly  to the general  awareness  on the urban heal th s i tua t ion  o f  

the count ry.

2.5 The  squat ters  o f  Dhaka city (1996)

This  s tudy was  an ou t come  o f  t eam work  o f  three  resea rcher s  who 

c ond uc t ed  a s tudy on the Agar gaon  squat ters .  They  h i gh l i gh ted  on 

d i f f e ren t  i ssues.  Ri ta Afsar  wor ked  on migran t s  in a squat te r  

se t t l emen t ,  Ms.  Simeen M ah mu d  on the people  o f  the A gar gaon

12
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squa t t e r  s e t t l ement  and Prot ima Paul  M a ju m de r  on occupat ion ,  

income  and earn ing  s t ra tegics  o f  the s lum-dwel le r s .  They h igh l igh ted  

on the c ons eq uences  o f  rapid migra t ion  o f  the migrant s  and thei r  

f ami l ies ,  urban eco nomy  and urban social  services .  Th rough  an 

in tens ive  survey  o f  300 r andomly  se lected househo lds  the s tudy 

p re sen ted  an analys is  o f  the soc io -eco nomi c  and cul tural  dynami cs  in 

the life o f  squat te r s  in the Aargaon  area.

^  The  exi s t ing  l i terature is an a t t empt  to exami ne  the social  dynamics

o f  the s lums  such as the social  h ierarchy wi th the s lums,  thei r  p ower  

s t ruc ture ,  social  ne twork  o f  the s lum dwel lers  in the way o f  re lat ions  

be tween  people ,  social  cohes ion  and conf l ic t ,  social  disorders ,  such as 

j u v e n i l e  de l iquency,  cr ime,  a lochol i sm,  drug abuse,  v io lence  on 

wo man ,  pros t i tu t ion  etc.
I

It is in t e res t ing  to note here about  80 to 100 pe rcen t  r e s p o n d e n t s ’ o f  

this s lum (Dhaka ,  Rangpur ,  J amalpur ,  Bar isal  and M yme ns i ng h  

d is t r ic t s)  came to Dhaka  ci ty for economi c  reasons  like j ob  search and 

bet ter  e m pl o ym en t  oppor tuni ty .  The female  head migrant s  from 

J a ma l p u r  and M yme ns i ngh  came exclus ive ly  for economi c  reason.  A 

s izeab le  p ropor t ion  o f  migran t s  also ci ted no n- economi c  reasons  for 

thei r  migra t ion .  The major  n on- economic  reasons  were  loss o f  parent s  

or fami ly m emb er s  and tor ture  by s tepmother .  Thus  they b ecame  s lum 

dw'ellers.  It was  found that  a l though economic  reasons  were 

' T  d o cu m e n t e d  over  the years,  socio ps ycholog ica l  reasons  are gradual ly

a ssumi ng  impor tance .

The  s tudy revealed  that a l though Agar gao n  squat te r  se t t l ement  existed 

for a lmos t  two decades ,  the res idents  were depr ived  o f  basic services ,  

such as wa te r  supply,  toi let  faci l i t ies,  elect r ic i ty and gas line.

‘T he  r e s p o n d en t s  are the head s  o f  the h o u s e h o l d s  l i v in g  in the s l u m s  under study.

13
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Rita  Af sa r  found wide  spread preva l ence  o f  l iquor  co ns u mp t io n  and 

v io l ence  on women  in the s lum and squat te r  communi t i es .  Drug 

add ic t ion  was  also not  u nc ommon.  Pros t i tu t ion was  also not  

u n c o m m o n  in the Agr ag ao n  squa t t e r  se t t l ement .  Bes ide  pros t i tu t ion,  

w o m e n  o f  this  s qua t t e r  were  subjec t  to di f ferent  o ther  forms o f  tor ture  

such as, wi fe  beat ing,  k idnapp i ng  and rape.  She could success fu l ly  

ident i fy  the p o w e r  wie lders  in the s lum area.

The re  were  s t rong occupa t iona l  groups  in the s lum.  Ms Simeen 

M a h m u d  wor ked  on the people  o f  A ga r goan  squa t t e r  se t t l ement .  She 

a t t empt ed  to look at a numb er  o f  demogr ap hi c  behav ior  or  popula t ion  

in o rder  to asses  the nature  o f  r es idence  and change  amo ng  the 

squa t t e r  dwel lers .  The age s t ructure  o f  the sample  popu l a t ion  revea led 

that  the popul a t ion  was fairly young  wi th near ly  47 p er cen t  aged 

^  und er  15 years .  This  was  equal  to the nat ional  p r opor t ion  accord i ng  to

the 19 8 1 census .  Accor d i ng  to Simeen Mahmud ,  the age s t ruc ture  may 

be co mp ar e d  to that  observed  in o ther  s lums o f  Dhaka  ci ty in a s tudy 

con duc t ed  in 1987 (CUS,  1983).  It appears  that  the popu la t i on  o f  the 

A g a r g a o n  area had re la t ive ly more  infants  (under  one year)  and 

^  ch i ldren  under  10 years  and wo rk i ng  age o f  men and women  and

re la t ive ly  fewer  very e lder ly  persons  ( above  60 years) .  In both the 

s amples  the p ropor t ion  o f  female chi ldren under  5 was some what  

h i gher  than the p ropor t i on  o f  male chi ldren.  Simi lar ly ,  the propor t ion  

o f  females  aged 15-29 was  also h igher  than the propor t i on  o f  males  in 

"T both the popula t ions .  However ,  for both men and women  the

pr opor t i ons  aged 30-59 i .e. - the older  w or king  age group,  are higher  

for the A g a r g ao n  squa t t e r  popula t ion ,  par t i cu la r ly  for  men.  In the 

p r eced ing  age group 15-29 the propor t ion  o f  females  is s l ight ly h igher  

and the propor t ion  o f  males s l ight ly  lower  for the Agar gaon  

popula t ion .
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A cons is ten t  pat tern o f  household  o r gan iza t ion  that  emer ged  in 

T  A g a r g a o n  squa t t e r  se t t l ement  related to the per iod  o f  migra t ion .  The

d o m i n an t  form o f  household  organ iza t ion  was nuc l ea r  form.  It was 

near ly  82 pe rcen t  for the most  r ecent  migrant ,  who  came  dur ing  1985­

88. Cons eq uen t ly ,  the p ropor t ion  o f  j o i n t / ex t en d ed  types  o f  

h o u se ho ld s  which  domi na t ed  amon g the non -mi gr an t  households  

c l ear ly  has been losing round over  the years.  Ms.  S i meen  M ah mu d  

found that  as migran t s  f rom rural  areas  become more  used to urban 

l i fe and begin  accept ing  urban values  and norms  o f  behavior .  There  is 

a d i s t inc t  eros ion  o f  t radi t ional  norms  def in ing  sex roles.  Hence ,  the 

l onge r  that  a household  and its memb er s  have been res id ing  in the 

ci ty,  the less r igid arc t radi t ional  “p u r d a h "  and social  res t r i c t ions  on 

w o m e n ’s i nvo l vement  in r emunera t ive  work,  and the g rea te r  is the 

p r obab i l i ty  o f  women  member s  t aking up i nc om e- e a r n i ng  work,  

^  pa r t i cu la r ly  in the context  o f  increas ing economi c  pressure .

P a u l - M a j u m d e r  worked  on occupat ion ,  income and earn ing  s t rategies  

o f  A g a r g ao n  Squat ters .  Acco rd i ng  to her,  mos t  o f  the Agar gao n  

s qu a t t e r  dwel l e r s  were  migran t s  f rom vi l lages  who come to D ha ka  city 

p r imar i l y  in search o f  jobs .  P ro t ima  in this s tudy revea l ed  that  the 

squa t t e r s  in A gar gaon  were  able  to fulfi l l  thei r  eco no mi c  expecta t ion  

t h rough  ent ry into the j ob  market ,  e i ther  in the informal  sec tor  or  to a 

smal l  ex tent  in the formal  sector ,  and it also sho wed  how thei r  

eco n om ic  s tatus  changed  over  a per iod o f  t ime.  It also ana lysed  the 

A factors  a f fec t ing  thei r  economi c  condi t ions .

The  l abour  force par t i c ipa t ion  rate I'or Agar gaon  squa t t e r  popula t ion  

was  es t imated  at 53 percent ,  77 percent  for males  and 26 pe rcen t  for 

the females .  The female  par t i c ipa t ion  rate was subs tan t i a l ly  higher .  

The  p reva l en ce  o f  chi ld labour  was  low in Ag ar gaon .  The 

occu pa t i ona l  pat tern  o f  the A gar gaon  squat ters  was  d i f fe rent  f rom that
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o f  the informal  sec tor  o f  the count ry  as a whole ,  wh er e  t rade and 

bus iness  ac t ivi t i es  account ed  for the largest  group o f  economi c  

act ivi t i es .  It was  also a l ittle d i f feren t  from that  o f  o ther  s lums  and 

squa t t e r s  se t t l emen t  in Dhaka  city.  More  than 9 pe rcen t  o f  the sample  

h ous eho ld  heads  had a second occupa t ion  to s u pp l em en t  thei r  income.  

The  s tudy o f  Prot ima,  showed  that  about  21 percent ,  o f  the migran t  

h o us eh ol d  heads  who came to the city for the first  t ime found a j ob  

a l mos t  immedia te ly .  This  was main ly  because  o f  the opera t ion  o f  

socia l  ne twork i ng .  They had e i ther  acqua i nt ances ,  f r iends ,  or  re la t ives  

in the A g a r g a on  se t t l ement  and they mi gra ted  to the city ma in ly  wi th 

the help these  people .  This  is how Agar gaon  squa t t e r  s e t t l ement  grew 

in the ci ty o f  Dhaka.

A c c o r d i n g  to Prot ima,  it was  a fact  that  squat te r s  and s lum dwel ler s  

p r ov ide d  labour  and services  essent ia l  for the func t ion i ng  o f  ci ty life.  

The re  were  no a t t empts  at r eaching  the benef i t s  o f  d e ve l op me n t  to the 

poor ,  the essent ia l  p recondi t ion  o f  all s lum and all squa t t e r  dwel le r s  

by the munic ipa l  and other  author i t i es  as c i t izens  wi th r ights  and 

obl i ga t i ons .  Only then,  a t t empts  at in tegra t ing them into ci ty and 

-r urban p lann i ng  can be under t aken  in a consc ious  way t h rough  the

m e c h a n i s m  o f  the annual  and five year  plans  o f  the gover nment .

2.6 The  urban poor in Bangladesh  Phase  I Vol: VIII

^  The  urban poor  in Bangladesh  (1990)  was p repared  by CUS for  U n i c e f

and urban Wor ld  Bank.  Aut hor  o f  this vo lume h i ghl ighted  on the third 

yea r  p lan wher e  the ques t ions  o f  rural  unempl oy men t ,  l andlessness ,  

rural  pover ty  and rural  income genera t ion  are e labora te ly  a t t ended  in 

the p l ann ing  l i terature.  But  the i ssues related to urban pover ty,  

e s pec ia l ly  that  o f  urban empl o ym en t  and income.  Accor d i ng  to him 

thi rd five year  plan docu men t  turned its a t t ent ion to rural  

y d e v e l o p m e n t  and sugges ted  meas ures  to enhance  rural  non- fa rm
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e m p l o y m e n t  th rough  rural  indust r ies ,  rural  inf ras t ruc ture  d ev e l op men t  

'T p r o g r a m m e  and rural  food for work p r ogramme.  It did not  spel l  out

any pol i cy  ac t ion  to s t r engthen the role o f  the informal  sec tor  toward  

p r ov id in g  e mp l oy m en t  to the urban poor .  The causes  o f  mi gra t ion  o f  

the c ons ta n t  s t reams  o f  the poor  to urban areas and the i mpor t ance  o f  

the urban informal  sec tor  to e conomi ca l ly  a cc o m mo d a t e  them has 

been  r ecogn ized  in the document .  But  it has not  gone  fur ther  in this 

di rect ion.

The  s tudy o f  Khan showed  that  the c o u n t r y ’s research  organiza t ions ,  

and the Univer s i t i es  ncglec ted  the issues related to urban emp lo y me n t  

and income s t ructure .  Organ iza t ions  like BIDS whi le  mai n t a i n i ng  

sus t a i ned  r esearch  interest  on prob lems  o f  rural  pover ty  and 

u n e m p l o y m e n t  have a lmost  total ly ignored the urban empl o ym en t  

^  i ssues.  The  Present  r ev iew o f  the emp lo y me n t  and income s i tua t ion o f

the urban poor  in Bang ladesh  was  mainly  based on informat ion  

ga t he r ed  from a ser ies  o f  surveys  o f  the urban poor  o f  var ious  ci t ies  in 

Bang l ade sh .  These  surveys  were  conduc t ed  at var ious  t imes  mai n ly  by 

the Cent re  for urban studies  (CUS) .  Khan in this s tudy r evea l ed  that,

V acco r d i ng  to the 1983-84 labour  force survey,  there  were  a total  o f  3.9

mi l l ion pe r sons  empl oyed  in var ious  types o f  act ivi t ies  in urban area.  

Be twe e n  1974 and 1984 the urban cent res  in the count ry  absorbed  an 

addi t iona l  1.8 mi l l ion workers .

' 1̂ A n o t h e r  feature  to the labour  force grow'th rate be tween  1974 and

1984 is the increase  in female labour  force par t i c ipa t ion .  Na t iona l ly  it 

g rew at the rate o f  a lmost  1 1 percent  annual ly ,  the female  work  force 

g rowt h rate in urban area was even higher .  It g rew at a rate o f  about  

15 pe rcen t  annua l ly  in urban areas.  The total  female  work  force grew 

f rom 1 mi l l ion in 1974 to 4 mi l l ion in 1984 r epresen t ing  a fourfold 

increase.
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Occupa t io na l  pat tern changed in the urban areas be tween 1974 and 

>  1984.  C o m p a r i n g  the male  empl oymen t  in var ious  occupa t ions  for the

two years ,  it can be seen that a dmin is t ra t i ve / man age r i a l ,  cler ical ,  

sales  w or k e r  ca tegor ies  regi s te red s igni f i cant  advances  whi le  

agr i cu l tura l  work,  p roduc t ion  and t ranspor t  occupa t ions  dec l ined  in 

p r opor t ion .  The  female  empl oymen t  pat tern  indica ted  s igni f i cant  rise 

in the p ro fes s iona l / t echn i ca l  ca tegory  occupa t ions .  The female  

h o w e v e r  lost  out  in admi ni s t ra t i ve  / manager ia l  ca tegory  jobs .
*

Gen er a l ly  the poor  occupied  the lower  and o f  the urban emp lo ym en t  

spec t rum.  The s lum acc omm od a t e s  the urban poor .  Poor  in ci t ies  are 

e mpl oy ed  in both formal  and informal  sectors .  In the formal  sec tor  the 

types  o f  occupa t ions  include factory labour ,  low skil l  t echn i c i ans  like 

e l ec t r i c i ans ,  p l umbers ,  r epai rmen,  service  holder s - l ike  clerks,  off ice 

ass i s tant ,  typists ,  lift operators ,  peons ,  secur i ty  guards  and others.

In a de ta i l ed  s tudy o f  the urban informal  sector  e m pl o ym e nt  o f  Dhaka  

ci ty Nurul  Ami n c lass i f ied  these occupa t ions  into the f o l lowing  five 

b road classes:

-V a) St reet  se l l ing  and other  pet ty retai l ing.

b) Repa i r  and other  per sona l  service.

c) Craf t s  and other  manufac tur ing .

d) Cons t ruc t ion  work.

e) T r ans por t  service.

The  CUS s tudy on urban poor  in Bangladesh  found that  on an average  

16.38 percent  o f  all wor k ing  members  were  l abours  fo l lowed by 

t ranspor t  workers  (14 percent )  who  are main ly  r i ck shaw pul lers  and 

cart  pul lers .  The s tudy also found the relat ive s ign i f i cance  o f  smal l  

bus iness  and this accoun t ed  for 17.14 percent  o f  e mp lo yed  members .
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In an o t he r  CUS s tudy o f  s lums  in Dhaka  ci ty in 1983 the occupa t iona l  

pa t t e rn  o f  the head o f  the households  was  found to some  what  

d i f f e ren t  ( CUS 1983,  P . 73).  There  were  about  80 di f ferent  types  o f  

o ccu pa t i o n  held by the male  heads  o f  households .  The female  

m em b e r s  were  found to be long to only three occupa t ions  (maid 

se rvant ,  ayas and housewives) .

The  ent ry o f  the poor  to the informal  economy o f  the ci ty was  easy.  

Very l i t t le skil l  d ev e l opmen t  was  requi red.  Cons ide ra b le  p ropor t ion  of  

the poo r  were  found to have rece ived loans from main ly  informal  

l enders  to thei r  init ial  capi tal .  Some o f  these loans  were  agains t  

co mm er c ia l  interest .

Khan  in his s tudy revealed  that  the i ncome pat tern  which  indicated 

that  the bulk o f  the poor  in ci t ies  rece ived much less than the taka 

2600  per  month.  Major i ty  was found to have r ece ived  as monthly  

i ncome  o f  less than taka 2000 per  month.  The r ev i ew o f  these 

p r o g r a m m e s  indicate  that  much o f  these p ro grame  are t a rge ted  to the 

edu ca t ed  u nempl oyed  and as such may miss  out  a large sec t ion o f  the 

u rban  poor .

2.7.  Si iri tola an Inner  city s lum in Dhaka,  Banglades h  1977.

This  was  a case s tudy o f  inner  ci ty s lums.  This  s tudy was  conduc ted  

by Cent re  for urban s tudies .  The phys ica l  l ayout  o f  Sur i to la  was 

unp l ann ed ,  i r regular ,  unsc ient i f i c  and unsu i t ab le  for  ba lanced  

d ev e l opmen t .  This  s lum had all the typical  charac ter i s t i c  o f  old s lums.  

Spat ia l  a r rangement s  did not have any cons ide ra t ion  for  phys ica l  or 

menta l  heal th.  Most  o f  the bui ld ings  were old and in run-down 

condi t ions .  Other  houses  were  also f i lmsy and poor .  The  area  as a 

wh o le  p resen ted  ex t r emely  high res ident ia l  densi ty.  The peop le  l ived 

in s ub- s tanda rd  hous ing  and in a very dep l orab l e  physica l
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en v i r on me n ta l  condi t ion.  The area was a cent re  o f  many  vices .  They 

wer e  also social ly,  economica l ly  and cul tura l ly  ass i mi l a t ed  rather  

eas i ly  wi th  the s imi lar  economic  group a l ready set t led there.

The  s tudy r evealed  that  hous ing  condi t ion o f  Sur i tola  s lum was  very 

poor .  Three  types  o f  househo lds  were  ident i f ied in the area.  The 

r i che r  p eo p l e  l ived in pucca  bui ldings .  A s izeable  n um be r  (50 percent )  

in the area  be l onged  to the compara t ive l y  lower  mi ddle  income group.  

The i r  fiats or dwel l ings  cons is ted  one or two room wi th smal l  ki tchen.  

They  used to l ive in semi pucca  bui ldings .  The poor  i ncome  groups,  

mos t ly  kutcha  house  and shanly dwel le r s  or room sharers ,  per form 

s leep ing ,  cook i ng  and social  pu rpose  all in the same room.

The  c ond uc t ed  s tudy on publ ic  ut i l i t ies ,  water ,  s ewerage  and garbage  

d i sposa l ,  cooking,  roads,  dra inage  ctc.  Basic ut i l i ty services  were  also 

in ad eq ua t e  and poor  in qual i ty.  Poor  percept ion  about  use o f  useful  

se rv ices  also kept  many services  away from the res idents .  The 

c o m m u n i t y  services  were  in worse  condi t ion that  the basic ut i l i t ies.

A c c o r d i n g  to Islam and Khan,  the Gove r nmen t  s tar ted some 

p r o g r a m m e s  ear l ier ,  but  they were  funct ioning  very poor ly.  In-spi te  o f  

many  being old urbani t i es ,  most  o f  the people  o f  the area were 

i l l i terate  or  very poor ly  educa ted  and conservat ive .  However ,  thei r  

c om m u n i t y  and ethnic  feel ings  were  qui te s t rong.  They were  bas ical ly  

co -o pe r a t i ve  and s ympathe t i c  to each other  but pass ive  in at t i tude.  

M a n y  o f  them lacked in ini t iat ive and enterpreneurship .

They  found that  t radi t ional  l eadership  and organiza t ional  base was 

t ry ing  to adjus t  wi th emer gi ng  modern  democra t i c  p rocess  o f  

l eade r sh i p  and organiza t ion.  An interes t ing synthes i s  was  t aking place  

t h r ou gh  c on t inuous  interact ions  be tween  the old nat ive  res idents  and
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the rural  migrants .  Whi le  the old nat ive res idents  were  t radi t ion 

bound,  the migrant s  were  compar a t i ve l y  more  r espons i ve  to change.  

This  t rend was  expected  to form the potent ia l  base for change  and 

social  deve lopment .  Islam and Khan thought  that  in Sur i to la  s lum 

d e v e l o pm en t  would  requi re  gu i dance  from the Gov e r n me n t  and other  

s e m i - G o v c r n m e n t ,  au to nomou s  and volunta ry  organiza t ions .

2.8 S qu at ters  in Bangladesh cit ies 1974

The above  repor t  p resen ted  the f indings  o f  a survey o f  urban squat ters  

in the ci t ies  o f  Dhaka,  Ch i t t agong  and Khulna,  car r ied out  dur ing  the 

per iod  be t ween  1st Augus t  1974 and 30th D ecemb er  1974 by the 

'Centre for urban s tudies .  Squat te rs  in Bang l adesh  ci t ies 1974 

e xa mi n ed  the p rob lem o f  squa t t ing  in the three ci t ies  (Dhaka ,  

C hi t t ago ng  and Khulna)  o f  Bangladesh .  All  squat te r  s e t t l ement s  in the 

three  ci t ies  had ext r emely  poor  or even hazardous  en vi ronmenta l  

condi t ions .  The Cent re  for urban s tudies  r evea led that  squat te r s  were  

kno wn  by di f ferent  name in d i f ferent  count r ies .  Even squat te r s  were 

o f  many  types .  In Bangladesh  ci t ies squat te r s  can also be c lass i f ied 

acco rd in g  to si t ing,  such as ground,  boat  ( f loat ing)  and r o o f  top 

^  squat te r s .

The  p ro b l ems  o f  squat ters  and squat t ing  in the ci t ies o f  Bang l adesh  

had a cons ide rab l y  long history.  It s tar ted wi th the bir th o f  Pakis tan  

and the cons equen t  mass  migrant s  from India.  The rural  pover ty  and 

u n e m p l o y m e n t  also s igni f icant ly  cont r ibu ted  to the f low o f  squat ters  

to the ci t ies.

The  s tudy revealed  that  the d ev e l opmen t  o f  indust r ies  and improved  

c o m m u ni c a t i o n  system and the increased ameni t i es  o f  urban life had 

also a t t rac ted  the rural  popula t ion  to the ci t ies.  These  p eop l e  i l legal ly 

occup i ed  vacant  lands in the ci t ies  and s tar ted the squat te r
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se t t l ement s .  CUS ident i f ied causes  o f  thei r  migra t ion  and on tiieir 

impact  on the de l ivery  o f  var ious  social  services  at the urban areas.

In ana l yz i ng  the charac ter i s t i cs  o f  urban i mmigran t s  in Bangladesh  

there  arc three broad categor ies ;

Pushed ni igrants - these  i mmigrant s  are o f  rural  or igin,  most ly  

l andless  peasan t s ,  turned dest i tutes  due to g ro wi ng  e conomi c  pressure  

and p us hed  to the urban centres.  Several  factors  were  respons ible :

a) P opu l a t ion  pressure .

b) D i m i n i s h i ng  average  hold ing

c) Lack o f  adequa t e  rural  and agr icul tura l  d ev e l opm en t  programs .

d) Natura l  disas ters .

Pul led migrants - thi s  group o f  migrant s  compr i se  those  who  came to 

the ci t ies  f rom the vi l l ages  or smal l e r  towns  for bet ter  oppor tuni t i es .  

This  mi gra t ion  is more  the resul t  o f  urban pull  factors  than rural  push.

A grea t  in f lux o f  such migrants  to the major  ci t ies was marked,  

par t icu la r l y  a f ter  l iberat ion.  Several  factors  were  respons ible :

a) E m p l o y m e n t  oppor tuni t i es .

b) Ameni t i es

c) Educa t ion

^  d) Safety and secur i ty

e) Chang ed  values .

Mi gran ts  from Pakis tan:  Since the l ibera t ion o f  Bang l ade sh ,  a large 

n u m be r  o f  Bang l adesh i s  were  repat r ia ted from Pakis tan .  The 

addi t iona l  nu mber  does  not  s igni f icant ly  change  the total  popula t ion
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o f  the ci t ies  as this is more  or less balanced by the out  migra t ion  o f  

no n- B en ga l i s  f rom the ci t ies  o f  Bangladesh  to Pakis tan.

A c c o r d i n g  to the present  survey hundred  percen t  o f  the squat ters  

dwel l e r s  were  found to be o f  rural  or igin.  Also they were  most ly  

p us h ed  migran t s ,  i.e. the resul t  o f  rural  ‘"push" factors ,  and many o f  

them came to the ci t ies af ter  l ibera t ion and thus they have b ecame the 

 ̂ squat te r s .

Cen t r e  o f  urban s tudies  found that  all squat ter  se t t l ement s  in the three 

ci t ies  had ex t remel y  poor  or even hazardous  env i ronment  condi t ions .  

The  s i tua t ion  in the social  service  sector  was equal ly  bad.  The social  

se rv ices  in the s qua t t e r  se t t l ement s  was highly inadequa t e  and could 

lead to fur ther  l ower ing  in the social  env i ronment  o f  such areas.

CUS r e c o m m e n d e d  in this report  that  squat ters  in the three ci t ies o f  

Dhaka ,  Chi t t agong ,  Khul na  d emanded  immedi a t e  a t tent ion for 

i mmed i a t e  rehabi l i t a t ion  both in the interest  o f  ma i n t enance  o f  

e nv i r o n me n t  and soc i o- eco no mi c  equi l ibr ium wi thin the ci t ies as well  

as in the interest  o f  squat ters  themselves .

2.9 St udy  o f  the urban poverty  in Bangladesh ,  1996 Vol-1

This  was a s tudy o f  the urban pover ty  in Bangladesh .  This  r epor t  was 

^  p r epa r ed  by Nazru l  I s lam,  A T M  Zahirul  Haq and Quazi  Maf i zur

R ah m an  on b e h a l f  o f  ADB.  Studies  under  taken by U N E S C A P  and the 

As ian  D e v e l o pm e nt  Bank dur ing the last three to four  years  and also 

d em on s t r a t ed  thei r  concern  wi th urban pover ty.  This  s tudy prov ided  

so me  general  in format ion  on the pover ty  s i tuat ion.  The pover ty  was 

pe r vas i ve  in Bang l ade sh  and it was  a wel l  r ecogni zed  fact.  The 

abso lu te  n um be r  o f  the urban poor  in Ban gl ade sh  would  be 

^  a pp ro x i ma te ly  12 mi l l ion.  This  popula t ion  was  increas ing  at a
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es t i ma t ed  rate o f  over  5 percent  annual ly.  By the year ,  2010 the 

ma g n i t u d e  o f  urban poor  popula t ion  would be a round 27-30 mil l ion.  

The  ob j ec t i ve  o f  the s tudy were  as fol lows;

1. To es tabl i sh  a com pr e he ns ive  nat ional  basel ine  for  moni to r ing  

t rends  in urban pover ty  th rough  var ious  types o f  surveys .

2. To deve l op  a capabi l i ty  at a sui table  locat ion in the go v er n me n t  for 

regu l ar l y  moni t o r i ng  urban pover ty.

This  s tudy r e c o m me n de d  to reduce urban pover ty  and improve  access  

o f  the poor  to var ious  urban services  such as land,  hous ing ,  educat ion,  

hea l th ,  wate r  supply,  sani ta t ion ,  dra inage,  sol id was te  col lec t ion,  

pub l i c  l ight ing,  roads  and publ ic  t ranspor t  services .

Ce nt r e  for urban s tudies  conduct ed  var ious  surveys  such as:

a) Ho us eh ol d  surveys  conduc t ed  in the 10 ci t i es / towns.

b) Surveys  o f  ins t i tut ions

c) Survey  o f  s t reet  dwel lers ,  in Dhaka.

d) Case  s tudy o f  Agar gaon ,  a large squa t t e r  se t t l ement  in Dhaka.

The  m a jo r  task o f  the s tudy o f  urban pover ty  in Bang lad esh  was  to 

c on du c t  base l ine  survey  o f  urban poor  households  o f  a r epresen ta t ive  

na t ional  s ampl e  to de te rmine  thei r  economi c  social  demogr aph ic  

h ous in g  and other  physica l  inf ras t ructura l  charac ter i s t i cs .  The present  

s tudy  s ho we d  that  18 perccnt  o f  the poor  ho us eho lds  own land in 

urban areas  o f  Bangladesh .  Whi le  the r emain ing  82 pe r cen t  do not  

own any land.  The pa t te rn  o f  land ownersh ip ,  however ,  var i ed  among  

ci t ies  o f  d i f ferent  ca tegor ies .  With lowest  inc idence  o f  owner sh i p  in 

the l argest  ci ty and the h ighes t  in the smal l  towns .  In genera l  the 

s i tua t ion  o f  access  to dr ink ing  water  had improved  to a large extent  in 

both rural  and urban Bangl adesh  in the recent  years.  The  present
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s tudy  s h o we d  that  99 percent  o f  the poor  h ous eho lds  in urban areas  

had access  to “ s a f e ” dr inking  wa t er  the largest  p ropor t i on  o f  poor  

h o u s e ho ld s  ( 55%)  used tap water  for dr inking  purpose .  Out s ide  Dhaka  

ci ty,  a l imi ted nu mber  o f  poor  house  holds  used tap water .

Con di t io n  o f  sani ta t ion in urban areas  was not at all sat i s factory.  

M o re  than h a l f  o f  the po or  households ,  (55%)  in the urban areas  used 

a var i e ty  o f  non- hyg ien ic  sys tem o f  sani ta t ion.  About  60% o f  the poor  

h o us e ho ld s  used e lect r ic i ty  for h ome  l ight ing.  The  r e ma i n ing  

h o u s e ho ld s  used keros ine  lamps.  The e lect r ic i ty  used amo n g  hard core 

poor  were  fewer  (53 .3%)  than the moder a t e l y  po or  (73 .4%)  

h ous eho lds .  The hardcore  poor  househo lds  had li t t le faci l i t ies  to 

d i spose  thei r  ga r bage  in the munic ipa l  bins.  Larges t  p ropor t ion  o f  the 

h a r dco re  poor  (57%)  still had no def ini te  place for sol id waste  

'  d i sposa l  in urban areas.  In format ion  on i l lness dur ing  the one month

was  so ugh t  on all member s  o f  household .  For  Dhaka  city,  out  o f  3964 

total  hou seho ld  members ,  18.82% suffered i l lness.  Aga in  the 

p r e v a l a nc e  o f  i l lness was more  in hardcore  poor  group o f  the 746 

m e m b e r  t ak ing  ill, 56.2% were  hardcore  poor  and the rest  43 . 8% 

mo de r a t e l y  poor ,  for Dhaka  the rate o f  l i teracy s i tuat ion was  reverse,  

here  the rate o f  l i teracy was  h igher  among  the heads  than all member s

o f  househo ld .  Ar ound  60% was the l i teracy rate here.  There  were

2569  chi ldren  aged 6-14 years  in all the s tudy center s  o f  there,

59 . 66% were  found cur rent ly  a t tend ing  school  and 40 . 4% not

^  a t t ending .  A m o n g  the work ing  popula t ion  the l i teracy rate was  found

to be 54%,  46% workers  were  i l l i terate.

The main cr i te r ion used in this s tudy to de t ermine  the pover ty  line 

was  income,  some others  indicators  were also used.  They were  as 

fol lows:
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T
1) Cr i s i s  coping.

2) D e v e l o p m e n t  ass i s tance.

3) Secur i ty  o f  urban poor  and evict ion.

4) Ac ces s  to i nformat ion  and co mmunica t ion .

5) Pe rcep t i on  o f  Basic  needs  and services .

6) Pa r t i c i pa t i on  in Assoc ia t ion  organiza t ion.

7) Role  o f  w o m e n  in deci s ion making.

8) Le i s ur e  and recreat ion.

9) S e l f  ca tegor iza t ion .

2.10 S urvey  o f  s lum and s quat ter  se t t l ement  in Dhaka  city,  CUS  

for urban poverty  reduct ion project  Dec.  1996 on b eh a l f  of  

ADB.

CUS c ond uc t ed  a survey  on s lums and squa t t e r  s e t t l ement s  in Dec.  

1996 on b e h a l f  o f  As ian D e v e l o pm en t  Bank.  The survey  a imed at 

m ap p i n g  o f  all the s lum and squa t t e r  se t t l ement s  o f  Dhaka  

met rop ol i t an  Area  and they have col lec ted se lected in format ion  on 

each cluster .  The Cent re  for urban s tudies  def ined s lums  squat te r s  as 

fol lows;

Slums;  Slums  are se t t l ement s /  areas  o f  poor  hous ing  (i.e.  shacks  or 

j hu pr i s ,  Kutcha  f l imsy s t ructures ,  semi pucca  f l imsy s t ruc tures  

d i l ap ida ted  old bui ld ings  in bad condi t ion  and so on),  very high 

popu l a t ion  dens i ty  (over  300 per sons  per  acre) ,  high r oom c r owdi ng  

(3 or more  adul t s  per  room) ,  poor  sewerage  and d ra inage  condi t ions ,  

inadequa t e  wate r  supply i r regular  or no c l earance  o f  garbage ,  l i t t le or 

no paved  roads,  insuf f ic ient  or no s t reet  l ight ing and li t t le or no 

access  to gas faci l i ty.

S qu at te r  se t t l ements:  In terms o f  above  charac ter i s t i cs  there  was  no 

d i f f e rence  be t ween  s lums and squat ter  se t t l ement .  Slums were  t e rmed
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V

squa t t e r  s e t t l emen t s  when  located on i l legal ly occup i ed  land 

be lo ng i ng  to gove r nmen t ,  s emi -gover nment ,  au to n om ou s  and other

o rgan iza t ions .

Sl un i / sq uat ter  household:  Househo l ds  are usual ly  def ined  as group 

o f  peop l e  who  share  food from the same k i tchen (chula)  and l ive 

together .

The  main objec t ive  o f  the survey was  to update  the map and key 

i nfo r mat i on  o f  s lums and squat t er  se t t l ement  p repared  in 1991.  The 

i nves t iga tor s  ident i f ied site locat ions  and es t imated  its area and 

co l lec ted  i nformat ion  on other  var iables  from key informant s .  They 

were  s lum o wn er s / ma na ge r s ,  old res idents ,  shop keepers  in the s lum 

and educa ted  per sons  l iving in s lums.

The  Total  nu mbe r  o f  s lum and squat te r  se t t l ement s  (c lus ters )  r ecorded 

by the U P R P - C U S  Survey in 1996 was  3007 in the Dhaka  

met rop ol i t an  area ( DMA)  among  them 679 ( 29 .58%)  were  squat ter  

s e t t l emen t  (being i l legal ly located on publ ic  land).

A cc o r d i n g  to the I C D DR B ,  CUS survey conduc t ed  in 1991,  the total  

n u m be r  o f  s lums  and squat ters  wi thin the same area ( DMA)  was 2156.  

Only 1649 s lum/ squa t t e r s  out  2156 (1991)  had surv ived  and the 

r em ai n in g  507 d i sappeared .  On the other  hand the 1996 survey 

ident i f i ed  1358 new s lums and squat te r  se t t l ement .  For  the high 

d egr ee  o f  mobi l i ty ,  d i sappe arance  o f  s lum and s qua t t e r  and format ion 

o f  new s e t t l ement  were  very common.

A c c o r d i n g  to the U P R P - C U S  survey 1996 the n um be r  o f  people  l iving 

in s lum and squa t t e r  se t t l ement  was found to be 1:1 mi l l ion.  O f  these 

50.69 pcrcent  l ived in s lums and 49.31 percent  l ived in the squat te r
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s e t t l ement s .  The  s lum se t t l ement s  were genera l ly  very smal l  in size,  

ap p r o x i ma te ly  85.27 percent  s lums  had an average  hous eho ld  size o f  

be twe en  10-50 households .

The  present  survey showed  that  the dens i ty  o f  popul a t ion  in s lums  and 

squa t t e r s  was about  1065 per  acre.  It was  obse rved  that  the dens i ty  o f  

popu la t ion  was  increas ing  more  rapidly in the squat te r s  than the 

^  s lums.  The  or igin o f  p opula t ion  by the type o f  s e t t l ement s  (Slum and

squa t t e r s )  did not  show s igni f i cant  di f ference.

CUS repor t  show'cd that  qual i ty  o f  hous ing  depended  largely on the 

en v i ron me nta l  condi t ions  and on the extent  o f  ut i l i ty serv ices  among

3,007 s lum and squa t t e r  se t t l ement s  ident i f ied by the p resen t  s tudy 

(1996)  an o v e r wh e l mi n g  major i ty  o f  the poor  se t t l ement s  were  located 

on land o wn ed  by pr iva te  individuals .  Only 644 clusters  were  located 

on g ov e r n me n t  and s e mi - gov er nmen t  land whi le  a few se t t l ement  to 

n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  organiza t ion.  ' fhe phys ica l  topograph ic  and 

env i r onme nt a l  condi t ion o f  s lums and squa t t e r  s e t t l ement  was 

ex t r emel y  poor .

V

On average ,  73 o f  the househo lds  in all 3007 s lums  and squat ter  

s e t t l emen t s  had elect r ic  connect ions .  30 . 36% had gas faci l i t ies,  

8 5 . 83% had access  to safe dr inking  water  and about  58% had access  

to sani tary  lat r ine.  Such avai labi l i ty  o f  services  var ied  subs tan t i a l ly  

amo n g  var ious  thanas.  For  example ,  access  to safe dr inking  water  

var ied  f rom 62% in Ut tara thana to 98% in Demr a  thana.  Simi lar ly  gas 

faci l i t ies  var ied f rom 0 to 57 percent  whi le  e lect r i c i ty  var ied  from 17 

to 98 % respect ively.

2.11 The  urban poor  in Bangl adesh ,  1996.

In a r ecent  work  o f  Nazrul  Islam (ed) The urban poor  in Bangladesh ,  

s ome  o f  the authors  h ighl ighted  on Urban poor  and pover ty  and other
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i n f r as t ruc tura l  faci l i t ies  and heal th  s i tuat ion in Bangladesh .  Is lam 

^  s hows  in his ar t ic le  “The urban poor :  Def ini t ion and M a g n i t u d e ” , that

the cne t r e  for  urban s tudies  def ined “ the urban poor  are peop le  l iving 

in urban  areas  who cannot  af ford to meet  the basic needs  r equ i rement s  

wi th thei r  own incomes" .  Basic needs  r equ i rement s  include food or 

nut r i t ion ,  c lo thing,  pr imary heal th care,  educat ion and shelter .

A c c o r d i n g  to Nazrul  I s lam some s tudied concerned  wi th the macro 

e s t i ma t es  o f  pover ty  in Bang l adesh  provide  genera l ized  p ic ture  o f  

u rban  (as wel l  as rural)  pover ty.  These  s tudies  made  at di f ferent  t imes 

by d i f f e ren t  people  or organiza t ions .  The Bang l adesh  bureau o f  

s ta t i s t i cs  BBS,  (1988)  and Rahman .  M ah mu d  and Haque  (1988)  o f  

BIDS.

BBS es t ima t ed  pover ty  by f i t t ing a calor ic  expendi tu re  graph and the 

Wor ld  Bank calcula tes  pover ty  us ing the household  expendi ture  

s urvey  ( HES)  data o f  BBS and a cons umpt ion  bundle  based on actual  

i ntake pa t te rn  o f  the poor.  Rahman ,  et. al. 1988 o f  BIDS es t imated  

pov er ty  in two met hods  namely:  (a) the di rect  meas ure  based  on 

- V  ca lor i e  intake der ived from two sets o f  large sample  surveys

( es t ima tes  us ing HES raw data for FY '82 and '84 ,  for both rural  and 

urban areas)  and INFS nut r i t ion surveys  for FY '76  and '82  for rural  

a reas  only and (b) us ing the income method,  by ca lcu la t ing  a pover ty  

l ine income for var ious  years.

All  these s tudies  also mai nt a i ned  that  the pover ty  s i tua t ion  in 

B a ng l a de s h  inc luding the urban pover ty  s i tuat ion improved.  Rahman 

ct. al. BIDS,  in thei r  cri t ical  review'  o f  the pover ty  s i tuat ion also seem 

to agree,  but  they asser t  that  the i mp rovemen t  is not  as r emark ab le  as 

c l a i med  by BBS data.  ( Rahman  et. al. 1988).

29

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



'V

A s s u m i n g  these  pover ty  levels  to be under  es t imated ,  but  a s sumi ng  

also that  the s i tuat ion was i mproving ,  CUS made  rough  es t imates  for 

1990 and s u bs equ en t  years.  The re  are app r ox i ma te ly  11.45 mi l l ion 

p e op l e  in the urban areas o f  Bang l ade sh  in 1990 who  were  under  the 

p ove r ty  level - I ,  whi le  6.87 mi l l ion were  the hard-core  urban poor  or 

peop l e  who  fell be low the pover ty  l eve l - l l .  In 2000 AD these  f igures  

woul d  be 16.76 mi l l ion and 9.0 mi l l ion r espec t ive ly  and by 2010 

A.D. ,  22 .72  mi l l ion and 10.8 mi l l ion respect ively .  CUS es t i ma ted  that  

50 pe r cen t  o f  the urban popula t ion  fell be low pover ty  level -I  and 30 

p er cen t  o f  the under  pover ty  level - I l  in 1990. The f igures  woul d  be 45 

p er ccn t  and 25 percent  for 2000 A.D.  and 40 percent  and 25 percent  in 

2010  A.D.

Nazru l  I s lam o f  CUS ident i f ied the causes  o f  pover ty  in Ban gl ad esh  

and e xp l a i ned  both urban and rural  (more  rural )  pover ty  in 

Bang lad esh .  It was  par t ly a man i fe s t a t ion  o f  rural  pover ty ,  as major i ty  

o f  the urban poor  still in fact were  recent  migrant s  f rom rural  areas.  

Thus  urban pover ty  was largely due to the t ransfer  o f  the rural  poor  to 

urban areas.
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Chapter III
T h e  J h e e lp a r  Slum and its Inhab i tants

An a t l empl  has been made here to ident i fy the locat ion o f  the s lum 

and to f ind out  the reasons  for migra t ion.  This  chapte r  also descr ibes -  

s e t t l emen t  pat tern ,  hous ing  pat tern  and food-habi t s  o f  the s lum 

dwel l e r s .  It a lso p r ov ides  demogr aph ic  s i tuat ion o f  the Jhee l pa r  slum.

3.1 Locat i on ,  Origin and growth o f  the slum.

This  s lum is located on the nor thern  part  o f  the ci ty o f  Dhaka.  

Se t t l emen t  s tar ted here dur ing 1988-89.  Both Hindus  and Mus l ims  

se t t l ed here f rom the beginning.  With the expans i on  o f  the city,  

u n e mp l o ye d  and pover ty  s t r icken people  s tar ted se t t l ing sca t te redly  at 

d i f fe rent  p laces  o f  this par t  o f  the city.  They came  f rom di f ferent  

di s t r ic t s  o f  the count ry.  With mass ive  r es ident ia l  and ins t i tut ional  

d e v e l op me n t  o f  this par t  o f  the city,  f loa t ing peopl e  s tar ted get t ing 

uni ted on the .Theelpar area.  A ccor d i ng  to the dens i ty  o f  popula t ion ,  

J hee l pa r  s lum may be cons ide red  as one o f  the l argest  se t t l ement s  of  

Dhaka .  This  s lum is now spread ing  towards  the nor thern  side o f  the 

Jheel .  There  was  a Jheel  ( lake)  at the site o f  this s lum and the s lum 

grew^ on the wes te rn  bank o f  this neglec ted  Jheel  ( lake).  Thus  it came 

to be known as J hee lpar  slum.

3.2 Mi grat ion  and se t t l ement  pattern.

The p resen t  s tudy aims at unde r s t and i ng  the causes  for migra t ion .  It 

also shows  the dis t r ict s  from which  they have  migra ted  to this slum.  

The s tudy also a t t empts  to asses  the impact  to mi gra t ion  on s lum 

dwel l e r s  and thei r  percept ion  about  ci ty life. In format ion  on migra t ion  

aspect s  o f  the s lum dwel lers  are inadequa te  as avai l ab le  in di f ferent
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s tudies  so far car r ied out.  In this s tudy,  effor t  has been made  to ga ther  

detai l  i n fo r mat ion  on this aspcct .

3.3 Mi grat io n  character i s t i cs  and Mi grat ion  pattern.

It has been obse rved  that  the s lum dwel ler s  o f  J hee lpa r  have 

or ig ina l ly  come from rural  areas to seek job.  Set t l ing in the s lum,  they 

find f inancia l ly  more  secured.  They are able to earn thei r  l ivel ihood.

All  the inhabi t an t s  o f  this s lum have mi gra t ed  f rom rural  areas.  They 

can be d iv i ded  into pushed and pul led migrants :

(a) Pus hed  migrants:  These  who have come from rural  a r eas -due  to 

inc reas i ng  popula t i on  pressure  and cons equen t  scarc i ty  o f  

agr i cu l tura l  land.  The s tudy on J hee lpa r  s lum reveal s  that  mos t  o f  

the s lum dwel l e r s  are o f  this nature.  Lack o f  adequa te  rural  and 

agr i cu l tu ra l  d eve lopment  p rog ra mm e is also ano t he r  factor  for the 

vi l l agers  to migra te  towards  urban areas.  Natura l  ca lami t i es  such 

as f lood,  cyclone,  r iver  erosion,  d rought  are also impor tan t  factor  

wh ich  route  the rural  life and turn peopl e  towards  city.

(b) Pul led migrants :  This group o f  migran t s  has come f rom vi l lages  

for bet ter  oppor tuni t i es  o f  the civic faci l i t ies  o f  the city. 

P er cen t age  o f  this group is smal l  as compar ed  to the prev ious  type.  

Be ing  at t rac ted by the city ameni t i es ,  educa t iona l  faci l i t ies ,  safety,  

secur i ty ,  changed  values  etc.  some o f  the vi l l agers  have  dreamt  

about  ci ty life. Final ly they have migra ted  to Dh ak a  city and take 

she l t e r  in the in the s lum wi thout  knowi ng  thei r  future.  This  type 

o f  migran t  is also avai lable  under  the present  s tudy.  But  their  

pe r cen t age  is very few.
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3.4 Ca us e  o f  migrat ion:

The p r esen t  r esearch  shows  that  before  migra t ing ,  they were  engaged  

in ag r icu l tu ra l  act ivi t ies .  The l imi ted land have  crea ted t r e me ndous  

e c on o mi c  p r essu re  on rural  life and has pushed  people  to migra te  to 

this s lum.  The  causes  o f  migra t ion  to J hee lpar  s lum are as fol lows;

a) River  eros ion and flood.

b) Crop fai lure

c) Soc i o-ps ycho lo g i ca l  reason.

d) Job oppor tun i t i es

e) Land le ssness .

It appears  that  84.87 percent  o f  the s lum dwel l er s  have come to 

J hee l pa r  s lum in search o f  job.  This  is the main  cause  o f  migrat ion.  

Abou t  9 percent  have migra ted  due to natural  ca l ami ty  l ike r iver  

erosion.  This  is one o f  the major  rural  soc i o- econo mi c  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  

our  count ry.  An o th e r  big problem is the s oc io - ps ycho l og ic a l  factor  

l ike separa t ion .  Because  o f  separa t ion few' female  m e mb e r  ( 4 .63% o f  

the total  hous eho ld )  has taken shel ter  in this s lum.  They  have  main ly  

mi gra t ed  f rom Di na j pur  and Jamalpur .  It appears  f rom this 

inves t iga t ion  that  major i ty  o f  s lum dwel ler s  have mi gra t ed  form 

Bar i sa l  and M y me ns i ng h  and set t led here due to e co nomi c  reasons .

^ 3.5,  Di s tr i c t  o f  origin

Most  o f  the s lum dwel ler s  have come in Jhee l pa r  s lum from the 

dense ly  popu l a t ed  dist r icts  o f  the count ry.  Present  census  on Jhee l pur  

s lum shows  that  migra ted  people  are most ly  f rom Bar isal .  They 

cons t i tu t e  about  52% o f  the total  households .  The main  cause o f  

mi gra t i on  is l andlessness  and lack o f  j ob  oppor tuni ty .  Abou t  35% 

have  come from M y m en s i n gh  in search o f  j o b  and for  bet ter
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e m p l o y m e n t  oppor tuni t i es .  Crop fai lure is ano ther  i mpor tan t  factor  for 

thei r  mi gra t ion  to this slum.  Rest  13% o f  the s lum dwel l e r s  have  come 

form J ama lpur ,  Comi l la ,  Dina jpur ,  Far idpur ,  Ch i t t agong ,  Khulna ,  

Dh ak a ,  Syhlet ,  Sherpur ,  Pabna ,  Noakha l i ,  Ra ng p ur  and Kishorganj  

di s t r i c t s .  It is evident  from this s tudy that  no mi gran t s  have  come 

f rom gr ea t er  Rajshahi  and Chi t t agong-h i l l - t rac t  dist r ict .  This  is very 

s igni f i cant .  It may be cons ide red  that  desi ty o f  p opu la t i on  in both 

g rea t e r  Raj shahi  and Chi t t agong  hi l l - t racts  is less c ompar ed  to 

ava i l ab l e  agr icul tura l  land.  Grea t er  Rajshahi  dis t r ict  is not  def ici t  

wi th  food grains  and Ch i t t agong  hill t ract  grows  vege tab les  

abu ndan t l y .  So people  o f  this local i ty is i ndep en den t  in ag r i ­

p ro duc t ion .  May be this is the reason,  we could not  f ind any s lum 

dwel le r s  migra ted  from grea ter  Rajshahi  and Ch i t t agong  Hi l l - t ract s  to 

this  s lum.

3.6.  S e t t l em en t  pattern

Mi g r a t e d  peopl e  se t t l ing in this s lum takes  shel ter  wi th thei r  close or 

d i s tan t  relat ion.  Al t hough  they are i l l i terate,  unski l l ed  and hav i ng  less 

phys ica l  abi l i ty,  yet  they can manage  any kind o f  work  in the informal  

sector .  They get  acqua i nt ed  wi th the local i ty and act ivi t i es  o f  the city 

life. The  cons t ruc t ion  sec tor  helps them to find j ob s  even  wi thout  any 

skil l .  Very fast  they become independen t  and hardly r equi res  any help 

f rom other  migrants .  Then they start  th inking  to br ing other  family 

member s .

Table:  1, shows  that  out  o f  410 households  about  86% are l iving wi th 

the i r  famil ies ,  about  14% hous eho ld  heads  left thei r  f ami l ies  in the 

vi l l age .  They have migra ted  r ecent ly  and s taying wi th re la t ives  or 

wi th mess in g  a r rangement .  Single househo ld  ( househo l d  hav ing  s ingle 

m e m be r )  is total ly absent  in J hee lpe r  slum.  It is also obse rved  that
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recen t ly  s o me  people  have migra ted  a long wi th thei r  full f ami ly  and 

s ta r ted  l iving in J hee lpar  s lum

TabIe-1

Pat tern o f  household  heads who  are l iving with fami l ies  or who  

left their fami l ies  in the vi l lage

Pat tern  of  household No %

H o u s e h o l d  heads  who are l iving wi th famil ies 353 86.09

H o u s e h o l d  heads  who left thei r  famil ies  in the 

v i l l age
57 13.91

Total 410 100%

Source:  Fieldw'ork in J hee lpar  Slum.

Out  o f  410 household  about  10 pc rcen t  are ear ly set t lers  about  20 

p er cen t  have  set t led dur ing last  7-8 years  and about  45-50  percent  

have  set t led dur ing  last 3-4 years  and the rest  have  se t t l ed in course 

o f  last 1 -2 years.

3.7 H o u s i n g  pattern;

In J hee l pa r  s lum there are three types o f  houses  or huts.  All  these are 

t emp or a r y  in nature;

First  Type:  This  type is bui l t  wi th br ick soled f loor ing,  bamboo  

t ha t ched  wa l l i ng  and roof ing wi th C.l .  sheets.  This  huts  are p r ov ided  

wi th s ingle  door  having  chain and locking a r r angement .  For  

ven t i l a t ion  one or two swing type bamb oo  or iented w in d ow s  is 

p rov i de d .  There  is provis ion  for p o we r  connec t ion  in this  type o f  

house  but  the connec t ion  is i l lesal .
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Second Type:  This  type is bui l t  wi th ear then f loor ing bamb oo  

t ha t ched  wa l l ing  and roof ing  wi th bamboo  st icks and po l yt hene  

sheet s .  Doors  and v en t i l a t i o n ’s are s imi la r  to that  o f  first  type.  There  

is no e lec t r i c  supply.  Height  is l i t t le less than the prev ious  type.  

The se  types  o f  houses  arc cal led shacks  {Jhupries) .

Third  Type:  This  type is bui l t  w'ith ear then f loor ing,  semi  ci rcular  

b a mb o o  t ha t ched  roof ing  wi thout  any wal l ing.  It is o f  low height .  One 

can not  s tand inside.  These  types o f  houses  are cal led " J h u p r i e s ”. To 

avoid  rain wa t er  leakage the r oo f  is shee ted wi th po l y t hene  and plas t ic  

sheet s .  The re  is one movable  door  wi thout  locking a r ran gemen t  but  no 

w i n do w,  no elect r i c  supply.  This  is cheapes t  type,  easy to instal l  and 

85 pe rcen t  o f  the total  housing.

Floor  space:

It has been observed  that  the houses  have an average  f loor  space  o f  

70-80 square  feet.  This  is only 50 percent  to that  o f  CUS (150 sft  per  

h ous eho ld ) .  H o w e v e r  ear l ier  migrant  us ing first type o f  houses  avai ls  

m a x i m u m  hut  space  (it is s imi lar  to that  o f  CUS study).

3.8 O w n e r s h i p  of  Dwel l ings

Ear l ier  it was  ment ioned  that  Jhee l pa r  s lum was  es tab l i shed  in the 

yea r  o f  1988-89.  Before  the devas ta t ing  f lood o f  1988,  the ear l ier  

set t lers  were  l iving scat teredly,  at o ther  places .  Because  o f  f looding 

they took she l t e r  in the Jhee lpar  area-as  land level o f  this area was 

h igher  and above  the f lood level o f  1998.

Whole  J hee l pa r  area belongs  to govt ,  and di rect ly  owned  by the then 

DI T (now RAJUK) .  In the year  1994 this land was mos t ly  l eased to 

publ ic  body in plots.
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a.

N one  o f  the lease  ho lder  could star t  any d ev e lo p m en t  work  as yet. So 

dw el le r s  o f  Jh ee lp a r  slum area  arc living w i thout  any worry .  It is 

und e rs to o d  that ail slum dw'cllers are res id ing  w i thou t  any legal right.

Se t t le rs  o f  the slum have cons truc ted  their  huts with their  own savings  

w i th o u t  any help from G O 's  or N G O 's .  The ear l ie r  m igran ts  which  

was  abou t  57 percen t ,  were  the owners  o f  “J h u p r i e s " . It is found that 

the re  are renta l  a r rangem en t  in the s lum and s izeab le  p ro por t ion  o f  the 

" J h u p r i e s "  are occupied  by the recent  m igrants  on ren ta l  basis.  Rent  

incom e from these  "J h u p r ie s "  are en joyed by the ea r l ie r  m igran ts  and 

som e local influent ia l  or poli t ical  "M astan" .

3.9 Percept i on  o f  the s lum dwel lers  or,  Impact  o f  migrat ion

The p resen t  s lum grew  on govt,  land and land a l lo t ted  to p r iva te  

ow ners .  It is learnt  from the s lum dwellers  that  s ince  se t t lem en t  o f  

this  s lum they did not face any obs truc t ion  or no t ice  from any corner  

to vaca te  the land. They are now semi pe rm an en t  res iden ts  o f  the 

s lum. N one  o f  the s lum dwellers  has any idea that  ev ic t ion  not ice  

m ight  com e any t ime to vaca te  that land. But  some o f  the dw el le r  are 

aware  that ev ic t ion  p rog ram m e by Pol ice  dept,  and M unic ipa l  

au thor i ty  is go ing  on in the main road side o f  the In te rna t iona l  

A irpo r t  road to push all i l legal s e t t l em en t ' .

The p re sen t  s tudy shows that 7 .32% responden t  have expressed  their  

w i l l in g n ess  to re turn  to v i l lage  af te r  few years  when will  have the 

ab i l i ty  to buy land for hom es tead  or agr icu l tu re .  D iscuss ion  with  them 

g ives  an idea that they are t rying to save for that.  A bou t  9 .27%  shows 

the ir

' U n th o r i s ed  s e t t l em en t  o f  d i f f eren t  t ypes  o f  sh op s ,  h aw ke r  market ,  res taurant  on the  
f o o t p a th /p u b l i c  road.

37

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



u n w i l l in g n e ss  to return vi l lage.  This  sect ion o f  peop le  lived a poor  

life and the re fo re  left the v i l lage.  About  34 .5% slum dw el le rs  cannot  

c o m m e n t  about  the future. They do not have any plan,  r a ther  they  are 

a d ju s t in g  with the f loa t ing life o f  the city. It is found that  af ter  

co m in g  to Dhaka  city they have taken she l te r  with the ir  re la t ives  or 

a cq u a in ta n c e s  in the slum. In most  cases  their  re la t ives  a r range  jo b  

for  them .  A bou t  48 .78%  slum dw el le rs  are involved  with co -opera t ive  

soc ie ty  and li t t le bit o rgan ized .  Out o f  their  day to day sav ing  they 

have  build  up co -opera t ive  socie ty .  They have some fu ture  p rog ram m e 

abou t  f inancia l  aspects ,  pol i t ica l  move and social ac t iv i t ies .  M em bers  

o f  this  co -o p e ra t iv e  soc ie ty  have mental  sa t is fac t ion .  Some o f  the 

m em b ers  express  their  desire  to get help out o f  this socie ty .  They 

b e l i e f  that co -opera t ive  socie ty  shall  help them to rehab i l i ta te  in the 

ci ty  or in the rural area. Tab le -2  shows a d is t r ibu t ion  o f  the househo ld  

heads  by the ir  fu ture plan to im prove  thei r  life.

■A

TabIe-2

Future  Plan of  the Jh ee l par  s lum- dw el ler s

Fu tu re  Plan No of  house hold %

R eturn  to v i l lage 30 7.32

Shal l  not re tu rn 40 9.75

U ndec ided 140 34.15

R eh a b i l i ta t io n  through co ­

op era t ive  socie ty
200 48.78

Total 410 100%

Source:  F ie ldw ork  in Jhee lpar  Slum.

Perception:

The migrated people o f  this slum coming in touch with city life remain 

ignorant about their future. They do not have any clear idea about their
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prospect and have no planning. But they are not worried that eviction 

notice might  come any time to vacate the house and the land.

3.10 Food habits.

Food habits o f  the inhabitants o f  the Jheelpar slum is very interesting. 

They spend lion share o f  their income for food. Most o f  them cannot afford 

minimum calorie requirement.  They cook once a day and take three times.

-L Rice is their staple food with vegetable curry and lentils. Hardly they can

afford fish or meat although some time they take small fish or dried fish. 

Food standard o f  this population is an index o f  their poverty. Higher  or 

lower income group do not show any difference in their food habits.

, Working people cook in the morning and eat fresh but during noon and 

evening they take "pantha"  (rice mixed with water).  Also some slum

^  dwellers cook during noon and evening and take " p a n th a ” in the morning.

It is revealed that this food practice is a part o f  their rural habits and they 

cannot change it. Their infants also take “p a n th a "  directly after breast 

feeding. Though food intake pattern remain unchanged but the criterion o f  

quality o f  life such as, living conditions, education, heath situation are 

getting worse or remaining static. These poor people have the chance of  

taking rich diet like “birani"  once in a month or more. This chance comes 

during prorammes like “kangali  Boze",  “S a d k a ”, “K u lk h a n i” etc. 

organized by rich people o f  the adjacent residential area.

^  Some o f  the slum dwellers which is about 20% seems to be little better in

food habits. They are higher income group in the slum. They also take rice 

three times a day and “p a n th a "  as usual. But they sometime enjoy 

vegetable curry, fish, meat or chicken. Some o f  them spend their entire 

savings in a single function like marriage ceremony, circumcision o f  male 

baby etc. Basically they are imprudent in character.  During this type of

function, they start playing songs in loud speaker round the clock and

X improved diet is served among all neighbours and invitees.
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Dress and clothes used by the slum dwellers are o f  very common type. 

Poor slum dwellers spend around 5% o f  their income for c lothing’s. But 

very important to note here that due to availability o f  imported old clothes 

in the market poor slum dwellers get help and can save their money. They 

can purchase rejected clothes o f  Garments from hawkers o f  footpath at a 

negligible price. These poor dwellers hardly have the capacity for buying 

new clothes. Some o f  the female members  collect old clothes from the 

adjacent residential areas. It is found that irrespective o f  age and sex they 

prefer colorful dress.

A classification showing different types o f  clothes and dress used by the 

slum dwellers are mentioned below:

(a) Adult male use shirts and “l u n g i ”, Few o f  them use trousers and 

“piinjabi

(b) Adult female mostly use “sa r i"  (a piece o f  long cloth). Female 

garments workers wears mostly ’’ and “kamiz

(c) Boys and girls mostly remain with hal f  pants and bare bodied.

(d) Children and minors remain totally naked.

3.12 Demographic  profile of  the Jheelpar slum dwellers.

In this chapter we have tried to show- the demographic characteristics of  

the o f  Jheelpar  slum. Different demographic variables have been used to 

study the demographic characteristics o f  the slum dwellers in order to 

asses the nature and change among the slum dwellers.

Jheelpar  slum contains 410 households with a population o f  1774. The 

slum is situated on a land area o f  4 acres (approximately).  It shows a very 

high density o f  the population. Most important to note, a basic difference

3.11 Cloth ing’s:

40

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



o f  the present study with that o f  CUS study (1996) on the same slum and 

over a t ime gape o f  2 years.  Present study shows number o f  household is 

410 while CUS showed 400. Total population from this study is 1774 

while from CUS it is 2000. Total area o f  land is 4 acres while from CUS it 

is 3.66 acres. To identify these basic differences o f  the two study, the 

following factors may be outlined:

(i) Number  o f  household has increased with the passage o f  time.

(ii) With increasing number  o f  household land area has increased from 

3.66 to 4.0 acres.

(iii) Household taking shelter in this slum 8-10 years back with 4-5

minor,  now their family size have decreased, because grown-up sons 
t

and daughters have shifted.

(iv) Death o f  family member  in the slum is also another reason.

(v) Some identical female-head who are abandoned by their husband in 

the recent past.

(vi) Some o f  the families were reported to settle in this slum along with 

close relation like sister in law, brother, cousin etc. These relatives 

subsequently left the slum.

Future expansion o f  slum is more or less restricted because o f  land 

limitations.

T o ta l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  J h e e lp a r  S lum is 1774 in 410  h o u se  ho ld .  M ale  

m e m b e r  is 884 w h ic h  is 4 9 .8 % .  F em a le  m e m b e r  is 890 w h ic h  is

50.2  %
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Table No: 3

Age vs. Sex distribution of  the household heads

Age limit No. of Male and 

percentage

No. o f  Female  

and percentage

Total

Below 18 yr. 02 0.487% 01 0.243% 03 0.731%

18.1 to 25 69 16.829% 04 0.975% 73 17.80%

25.1 to 35 130 31.707% 35 8.536% 165 40.24%

35.1 to 50 120 29.268% 18 4.390% 138 33.658%

Above  50 29 7.073% 02 0.487% 31 7.56%

Total 350 85.36% 60 14.631% 410 100%

Source:  F ie ldw ork  in Jhee lpar  Slum.

It appears that 3 number household heads w hich is 0.731% are below 18 years. 

Out of  them 02 persons are male and one is female. Maximum household heads 

belong to the 25.1 to 35 age group. Because at this stage of  life maximum 

number of  people left the village in search of  job. In total out of  410 household 

350 persons which is 85.36% are male and 60 persons which is 14.631% are 

* female.

Table No: 4 

Age vs. earning and non earning member

Below 10 

years
10.1-18
years

18.1-35
years

35.1-50
years

Above 

50 years
Total

Earning

member/

percentage

Nil 35 352 307 49 743

(4.71%) (47.37%) (41.31%) (6.59) (100%)

Non earning
member/
percentage

660 333 I 1 9 18 1031

(61.01%) (32.25%) (1.07%) (0.87%) (1.75%) (100%)

Source:  F ie ldw ork  in Jhee lpa r  Slum.
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T a b le - 4  s h o w s  tha t  out  o f  to ta l  p o p u la t i o n  1774, e a r n in g  m e m b e r  

is 743 .  W i th in  age g ro u p  o f  10 .1 -18 ,  e a r n in g  m e m b e r  is 35 w h ic h  

is 4 . 7 1 %  o f  the to ta l  e a r n in g  m e m b e r .  W i th in  age  g ro u p  o f  18 .1-35  

y e a r s  s h o w s  m a x im u m  352 no. o f  e a r n in g  m em b e r .  B e c a u s e  at th is  

s ta g e  th e y  h av e  m a x im u m  w ork  ab i l i ty .  A g e  g ro u p  3 5 .1 -5 0  y ea r s  

s h o w s  307  e a r n in g  m e m b e r  w h ic h  is 4 1 .3 1 % .  A g e  c a t e g o r y  ab o v e  

50 y e a r s  sh o w s  6 .5 9 %  e a rn in g  m e m b e r .  The  s tu d y  r e v e a l s  tha t  age 

g ro u p  a b o v e  50 yea rs  have  h a rd ly  any w o rk  a b i l i ty  to ea rn  due  to 

a g in g .

N on-earn ing  member  is 1031 or 58.11 % o f  the total populat ion. It is 

observed  that,  in the non-earning group,  some minor (who are in 

between age group 8-10) work as small vendors ,  coolie,  pickers  etc. 

Their  percentage  is 5% o f  the total populat ion. Though they earn but 

hardly they can contr ibute  to their family. They are categorized in the 

non-earn ing  group. In the non-earning group 61.01 % are below 10 years 

and their percentage is the highest.  In the earning group, out o f  743, 

43.74 % are female and 56.26 % are male. In the non-earning group out 

o f  1031 populat ion,  54.80 % are female and 45.20 % are male.

Table-5

Educat ional  level of  the household heads o f  the Jhee lpar  Slum

Educat ion

level

Male Female Total

Nos. % Nos. % Nos. %

Illiterate 223 54.39 44 10.73 267 65.12

Primary 108 26.34 14 3.41 122 29.75

Secondary 19 4.63 - - 19 4.63

Madrasa - - 2 0.48 2 0.48

Total 350 85.36 60 14.62 410 100

Source:  Fie ldw ork  in Jhee lpa r  Slum.
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The above table reveals that majority o f  the household  heads is i l literate.  

The percentage  o f  them is 65.12. The majority li terate household  heads 

have s tudied up to pr imary level. Percentage o f  such li terate persons is 

29.75.  A smaller  percentage (4.63) o f  them have s tudied above pr imary 

level.  Most o f  them came from high status lineage and they had the 

facili t ies to study above primary level. The study reveals that the 

intensity o f  l i teracy in a family posit ively correlated Vk'ith their  soc io­

economic  back ground.

The occupat ion o f  the ill i terate slum dwellers are brick breaking, 

construct ion work, r ickshaw pull ing etc. Major  occupation for women 

are brick breaking,  unskil led construct ion labour and domestic  maid. 

Garments  workers  are all female and they are li terate upto pr imary  level. 

Percentage o f  female household  head in secondary  level o f  education is 

totally absent.  It is interesting to note here that 0.48 percent o f  female 

heads have studied upto Madrasa level.

F a m i ly  Size: In Jheelpar  slum it is found that out o f  410 household,  

family size is 2 in 20 households which is 4.87%. Family size is 3 to 4 

in 267 households  which is 65.12%. Family size is 5 to 6 in 102 

households  which is 24.87%. Family size is 7 in 21 households  which is 

5.13%. It was noted that 3.91 percent o f  the total popula t ion  are living 

without  family and they are all male. This category o f  people  live with 

messing arrangement  and some are at tached with some households. 

Three  no. Hindu families are also noticed conta ining 12 popula t ion  in 

the 410 households.

Family  Type:  In Jheelpar  Slum nuclear  family is dominant  and it is 

70.8%. About  24.2 % family belongs  to e.xtended categories .  And the 

rest 5 % belong to jo in t  category.
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Causes  o f  Migrat ion:  It has been observed that 8.29 % household  head 

came to Jhee lpar  as a result  o f  river  erosion, about 84.87 % in search o f  

jobs, about  1.95 % as a result  o f  crop failure,  about  4.63 % for 

separat ion and about 0 .24% for torture by step mother.

S o c i o -e c on o mi c  back ground: Poverty stricken popula t ion  o f  different 

distr icts  o f  Bangladesh came to Jheelpar  Slum in their s truggle  for 

exis tence.  Information gathered  from the household  heads and some o f  

the senior  members  o f  the slum shows that low, middle and high status 

background lies in the proport ion o f  21.71%, 51.45% and 26.34% 

respectively.

Primary Occupat ion of  Jheelpar  Slum: A different picture  o f  

occupat ional  pattern is found in Jheelpar  slum. Slum dwellers  are found 

to work as unskilled, skilled lobourers in construct ion,  business,  

product ion  and service activities.  Major  occupations  are construction 

w'orks (28.04%),  Earth work (20.73%),  Rickshaw'- pul l ing (20.24%),  

Brick breaking  (1 1.46%), Garments  worker  (3 .42%) etc.
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Chapter IV
Fam ily ,  M arriage ,  K inship  & Relig ion

4.1 Types  o f  Family

Bangladesh is a patriarchal society. According to the degree o f  power, family 

may be divided in two types.

(a) Patriarchal

(b) Matriarchal

In the Jheelpar Slum the population is dominated by patriarchal system.

“ M a r r i a g e  lays  the lega l  f o u n d a t io n  for  the  fam ily .  A fa m i ly  is a 

d o m e s t i c  g ro u p  in w h ich  p a re n t s  and  c h i ld re n  l ive  t o g e th e r ,  and  in 

its e l e m e n t a r y  fo rm ,  it c o n s i s t s  o f  a c o u p le  w i th  th e i r  ch i ld re n .  

T h is  o f ten  c a l le d  the n u c l e a r  or e l e m e n ta r y  fam i ly .  S o c ie t i e s  in 

w h ic h  th is  does  not  ex i s t  as a d o m e s t i c  g ro u p  are  v e ry  r a r e ” (M a i r  

L u c y ,  p a g e -9 4 ) .

A c c o r d i n g  to the s ize  o f  fam ily ,  it m ay  be d iv id e d  in th re e  types .

(i)  N u c l e a r  F am i ly

( ii )  E x te n d e d  fam ily .
«

( i i i )  Jo in t  f am ily .

(i) Nuclear  Family :

A family in which husband and wife with or without  children live 

together .  This type o f  family is dominant in this slum (70.8 % o f  

the total household).

(ii) Extended family:

Extended family is larger or extens ion o f  the nuclear  family. In 

this type o f  family husband wife live with their son or daughter
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along with their offspring (grand children).  Extended family 

consis ts  o f  more than two generat ions.  Percentage o f  this type o f  

family are 24.2% (approx).

(iii) Joint  Family :

This type o f  family is large and includes relatives within the household 

unit. Parents, children, grand children, aunts, cousins and other can be 

included in the unit. This type o f  family is absent in the Jheelpar slum- 

because of  meager income and acute housing problem. However, due to 

kinship network some of  the family in the Jheelpar slum are observed to 

reside with along with non related person. These person are either recent 

migrant or professional partner. This type of  family live in high room 

crowding. About 5% of such families are observed in the present study.

Family  Function:

The first human institution in the family. The first family was no doubt one

o f  those inventions that enabled some of  our species to survive and procreate.

The function of  a family is huge. This basic institution or family is formed

for some basic needs. These needs are;

(i) Regularizing sex and mating.

(ii) Biological function. .

(iii) Psychological function.

(iv) Security and maintenance.

(v) Economic function.

(vi) Educational function.

(vii) Religious educational function.

(viii) Political function.Socialization and social control.

(ix) Recreational function.

In Jheelpar slum 75 % of  the slum dwellers have no idea about the function

of their family. Due to lack of knowledge they think that family has only
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biological role. Around 20 % o f  the Slum dwellers think family has 

psychological, security, economic and maintenance role. However 5 % 

considers educational or religious role o f  the family.

4.2. Type  of  Marriage:

There are different types of  man-iage systems in our society. Marriage function 

is also found different, according to upper, middle and poor class.

In the Jhee lpar  Slum, the popula t ion may be categorized as lower or 

poor  class.  And all the types o f  marriage are observed in this slum as 

observed in our country in the poorer  section o f  people.

M on o ga m y :

In monogamian system one husband is married to one wife. Their percentage is 

30 out of  total 410 household. Families followed by monogamian system are 

more stable as found in the slum.

Polygamy:

Polygamy or multiple system of  marriage are more in this slum and their 

percentage is 70. In the polygamous system individual have more than one 

spouse. There are two varieties, one is common and the other, very rare. The 

common variant is polygyny in which a man has more than one wife. In this 

slum 70%, o f  the male member are of  this category. About 10 % are living in the 

slum with two wives. Others have more than one wife but these wives are kept 

in their village.

It is also found that wife of  some of  the household heads were married earlier. 

After separation with the previous husband, they are married again to their 

present husband and having one or more children. This type of  household is 

30%. Stability of  this type of  households are learnt to be uncertain.
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V

Reasons  o f  h igher  percentage following polygamy are the soc io ­

economic  condi t ions  o f  the slum dweller.  Some household  heads take 

the advantage  o f  marrying more, (showing the musl im laws o f  

marriage) .  General ly  husband live with latest wife and hardly take care 

o f  the previous ones. It is observed that divorce is a common 

phenom enon  in this slum.

Sororate  / Levirate:

Another system of  marriage called sororate was also observed in the Jheelpar 

slum. Percentage of  which is very negligible (0.24%). In this system the husband 

married the younger sister of  the dead wife. Opposite to Sorrorate is levirate 

which is totally absent in this slum.

Exogamy and Endogamy:

Marriage system in the slum may be defined in other  ways also. 

Endogamy practiced in the slum. Marr iage takes place  within the slum 

(local endogamy)  or within the lineage. Exogamy is complete ly  absent  

here. Hindu families available  in this slum strictly follow endogamous 

system and the marriage takes place only within the caste.

Marriage  Ceremony:

In our society marriage is usually arranged through "‘match maker” . In the 

Jheelpar slum marriage through match maker is not very usual. Boys and girls of  

the slum, before coming o f  proper age get smeared in illicit love. When their 

illegal relation become disclosed, ceremonially they get married through local 

'matbaf  or by shalish. This type of  marriage are most common and 64%. 

Another group of  boys and girls get into love with each other and they get 

married in the ‘K az is ’ office. Their percentage is 12. Some of  them get married 

by the intervention of  their parents and their percentage is 10. This system of 

marriage takes place in a little befitting way when cassette player is played
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through loud speaker round the clock, serving improve diet etc. Other system of 

marriage is settle type, arranged by the parents choosing bride and bridegroom 

within the slum, (which is 8 %). Another system prevails with solvent slum 

dwellers. Here the parents find out a bride from a solvent farmer family of  same 

lineage in their village for their grown up girl. Their percentage is 6.

Extra Marital  Relations:  .

This type o f  relation is very much restricted in our society. But it is very usual in 

the slum and among the poorer section of  people, hi the Jheelpar slum it occurs 

off  and on. Information in this respect is collected from some female sources. 

Male members of  this slum between age limit 16 to 55 reported to engage in this 

unsocial activities. Male members usually instigate the females. They take 

advantage over those women who are helpless, abandoned or divorced. Adultery 

is also reported to occur in this slum. This leads lot of  quarrel in the slum life. 

Some time these type of  quarrel continue for days together. Lately the matter get 

solved by local ‘Matbar’ through Shalish. This Matbar  has got an exclusive 

character and serve as God-father. This Matbar take full advantage of  his 

position and remains engaged in extra-marital affairs and other anti-social 

activities.
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The relation o f  kinship among the slum dwellers of  Jheelpar plays a very 

important role in their socio-economic activities. It is observed that kinship or 

social ties also exists between these dwellers and their relations in villages. 

Kinship plays important role in the settlement of  disputes among the dwellers of  

Jheelpar slum and also in finding job for constructing their houses in the slum 

and in cases o f  ailment, delivery, or deaths. Simply it may be noted that kinship 

is vital in the socio-economic development and expansion of  the Jheelpar slum.

Kinship role in set t lement  at Jheelpar:

Majority o f  slum dwellers of  Jheelpar came from Barisal district. In the 

settlement process on Jheelpar slum social ties influenced their development. 

New migrants had to depend completely on the earlier migrants. Also the earlier 

migrants extended their full co-operation, to settle in the slum. People from 

Barisal go to the village in a group. When they return they bring their kith and 

kin. These migrants are their close or distant relations. Earlier migrants when got 

information about job opportunity in different projects like new garments 

factory, construction site etc., they take the chance to bring people from their 

villages. In this process the earlier migrants also get benefit in their professional 

mobility. Ultimately new migrants settle in the slum and remains grateful to their 

elders and they remain in group.

Dwellers  from other  districts also maintain good ties but unlike that o f  

Barisal.  They also remain in group with their district  people.

Kinship role in job opportunity:

Kinship also plays important role in getting jobs. It has already been pointed out, 

that how' earlier migrants help new' comers in getting job in bigger projects. 

Migrants who come in search of job, takes shelter with the earlier migrants. 

Earlier migrants make them acquainted with their own profession, job place and

4.3. Role of  Kinship
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about their employer. New comers are eventually provided with foods by the 

earlier till they get job. Some times it is observed that earlier migrants share their 

jobs with new comers.

A percentage o f  female workers work as housemaid on demand from 

different household  o f  the residential  zones. Some dwellers o f  the 

Jhee lpar  slum bring needy female m em ber  from the village. It is 

increasing with the active intervention o f  kin network.  For  jobs  in the 

cons truct ion sector  or rickshaw pull ing etc, does not require  experience 

or investment.  So it is easier for earlier migrant  to engage or manage 

jobs  for the new migrants.

Kinship role in bui lding houses or shacks :

After settlement in the slum, they remain active for getting a job. Once food & 

job is ensured the next priority is to construct a house for living. Construction of  

new shacks does not require any permission. Only the local rnatbar remains 

posted. He gets some remuneration for this.

In bui lding a house,  the earlier migrants  help the new settlers in all 

respect  including collect ion o f  cons truction materials.  Sometime they 

help financially .  It is observed that in building houses,  kinship ties plays  

very important  role.

Kinship role in renting houses:

Some occupants live in rented houses before they could construct a house and 

sizeable portion of  this dwellers lives in rental houses. Earlier migrants allow the 

new comers to stay with them. Initially, the earlier migrants spare some space at 

no cost before the new migrant gets job. Once they can arrange job, they pay 

rent for the space allowed.
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Kinship role in ai lment ,  del ivery and deattis:

This part is very interesting in the Jheelpar slum. It is found that these people are 

more generous in this respect. Irrespective of  relationship, they behave more 

rationally with each other, in cases of  ailment, delivery and deaths.

In the Jhee lpar  slum serious diseases like Jaundice,  Gastric,  Skin 

diseases,  female disease etc are common.  When one m em ber  o f  a family 

is affected seriously, neighbor  shows all possible helps physica l ly  and 

financially.  Kinship role play a bonded affinity to each other.

In cases o f  delivery, Jheelpar  slum dwellers hardly take help from the 

hospita ls .  Some members  who are the quack doctor  aid the delivery. The 

affected family accept their medical  advice.

In case o f  deaths,  slum dwellers accept it normally. But they are quite 

sympathet ic  to the affected family,

4.4.  Rel igion and role of  religion:

In the Jheelpar slum the people perform their religious beliefs and practices. Out 

o f  410 households 99.25% are Muslim families and only 3 families (0.75%) are 

Hindus.

“Religion differs from the other aspects o f  social l i fe ........ , because it is

concerned with systems o f  be l ie f  as well as systems o f  re lat ionship and 

action, and because its systems o f  action are themselves  directed 

towards  entit ies the exis tence o f  which is not open to observa t ion” . 

(Mair  Lucy page- 210).

Dwellers  o f  the slum have no knowledge about their rel igion but they 

are very definite  while perform their religious beliefs and practices.  This

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



practiccs  are turned as rituals.  People o f  the slum are blind about their 

re l ig ious  bel iefs and pract ices.  It is observed that religion plays  a very 

important  role in their  social life, sexual activity,  pregnancy,  delivery, 

child birth,  child reception,  naming,  marriage,  death, funeral,  death 

ann iversary  etc. Also it influences  their profession,  earning,  expenses,  

educat ion  and medical t reatment.  Slum dwellers  are very sensi t ive about 

re l ig ious  beliefs and pract ices.

Out o f  their  re ligious mind they get mental strength.  Their  beliefs and 

some other  activi ties  o f  life arc influenced by religion. Jhee lpar  slum is 

most ly  inhabita ted by Musl ims.  Therefore , the slum dwellers  observe 

the major  Islamic re ligious  festivals in the slum. These festival bring 

moral cheerfu lness  among the dwellers.  Also these festivals keep the 

slum dwellers  united.

Dur ing  my field investigat ion. I keenly observed supers t it ions,  religious 

beliefs and rituals  o f  the slum dwellers  o f  Jheelpar.

Rel igious  Duties  :

People o f  the slum does not perform the rituals strictly and regularly. Only 0.5 % 

(aged around sixty) pray five times a day. Around 10 % of  male members go the 

nearby mosque during ".lumma" prayer and 20 % o f  the slum dwellers fast 

regularly or irregularly during the month of  "Ramadan”. During two biggest 

“Eid festivals” male member attend the Eid prayer along with their children.

Hindus  o f  the slum are also not punctual  about their  rel igious duties.  But 

they  report  that they can not follow their duties because o f  financial 

insolvency.  H ow ever  every evening female m em ber  pray with ' U l u \  

"Pradip '  and by burning "Dhup'  in the name o f  Deities.  Male  members  

also mainta in  s imilar  custom in his grocery shop. Hindus with full o f
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their family attend “ Durga Puja".  the biggest festivals,  at their  native 

village.

Religion in social  Sol idarity:

People of  this slum came from 17 different districts. But 99.25 percent of  them 

follow Islam as their religion. Their life style, language, customs and rituals 

differs from district to district. Because of  same religion, they remain under 

social unity. During Jumma day, Eid day etc dwellers attend the mosque and say 

their prayers together. This has grown a religious solidarity among the slum 

dwellers. Member of  Hindu families are very minor. But it is interesting to note 

that, these Hindu families are considerably synchronous with the Muslim 

families with their customs and way of  life.

Beliefs and Rituals  

Rel igious  Superst i t ions:

The slum dwellers of  Jheelpar slum believe in many religious superstitions and 

perform many religious duties as laid down in Islam. They are illiterate and, 

therefore, superstitious. These superstitions have great impact on their life and 

living. They believe that the following reasons are responsible for their 

misfortunes.

(a)Ef fect  from nature :

A section of  slum dwellers were effected from natural calamities like river 

erosion, loss of  crop etc. They think that this is act of  God, and God was 

unsatisfied with their fore-father.
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(b) Bel ie f  on rel igious worker:

People in the slum at the time of their different problems and diseases some 

times go to the local 'peer'.  This "peer’ tries to solve their problem by 
'’"panipara”  ̂ and “dwa”'. Sometimes it works, and sometime it does not.

One religious  worker  was also found dist r ibuting talismal ( “t a b i j ”) to 

the bel ievers.  He explains that these "tabi j  is the outcome o f  his 

dream and it can solve the problems.

Bel ief  on activit ies of  “ Geni e” or “ Fairy” :

So m e  o f  the  d w e l l e r s  b e l i e v e  in the sp i r i tu a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  G e n ie  or 

Fa i ry .  S o m e  t im e s  w h en  they  face  p r o b le m s  or  d i s e a s e s ,  they  

c o n s id e r  it as an act o f  G en ie  or Fa i ry .  D w e l l e r s ,  to ge t  r e m e d y  

from th is ,  t ak e  s h e l t e r  to the  nearb\-  ' k a b i r a j \ ‘̂

S u b m i s s i o n  to “ D a r g a ” or “ M a j a r - s h a r i f ” :

S o m e  o f  the d w e l l e r s  b e l i e f  on the  ' P e e r ’ o f  "darga  s h a r i f . T h ey  

a n n u a l l y  v i s i t  the  " P e e r ’ and  o f fe r  th e i r  p r o m is e  w i th  cash  or 

k in d s .  T h e y  b e l i e f  tha t  w i th  the b l e s s in g  o f  the ‘P e e r  ’, they  can 

c o m e  ou t  f rom  th e i r  p r o b le m s .

Rituals  :

Slum dwellers follow different rituals in their social life. Out o f  their belief they 

celebratc or practice different types of  rituals. These rituals are performed 

during their rites of  transition or rites of  passage. Different types of  rituals as 

observed in the Jheelpar slum are narrated below:

' Panipara: The "peer" says few lines from the Molly Quran as a prayer and blow a puff of breath in the pot 
containing water. Now this water is consider as sacred and this is given to the patient or alTected person as medicine 
■ Doa: To say a few lines from the holly Quran and pray to the almighty Allah,

TabiJ: It is made of metal thing in which a picce of paper with Arabic literature or herbs are put. Those word or act 
has occult power. This is called amulet or charm.

KabiraJ: Physician who treats people in cause of disease and injuries. The people are treated with medicine 
manufactured from herb and other.
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V

(a) After  del ivery o f  a child some functions and pract ices  are being 

followed by the slum dwellers  with their new born baby. I rrespective 

o f  district  o f  origin, Hindu or Musl im they do not allow the mother ,  

any fish, meat  or salt  for certain days. They do not know religious or 

sc ienti f ic  reason o f  this practices  but they follow it.

(b )B efore  delivery, in few house holds it is reported to celebrate a 

funct ion called "sad" .  This funct ion is observed before the expected 

delivery. This is l imited within the solvent families  only. This 

function is observed only during the first delivery. During this 

funct ion improved diet is served among the invitees.

(c ) In  case, a dead baby is del ivered,  they follow a interest ing ritual. 

They smear  the body o f  the mother  by turmeric  and al low her for a 

shower.

(d )A f te r  the birth o f  a male baby in the house, the head o f  the house 

hold or the father summon to prayer  (Ajan).

( e ) I t  is found that during c ircumcision o f  the boys o f  Muslim household,  

they serve their relations and neighbors  with “k h e er"  or " p i e s ”.

(f) A m ong  the solvent household  o f  Musl im families they celebrate  

function w'ith sw'eels {" je lap i" )  when children starts reci ting from 

holy Quran.

(g )M arr iage  is an important  function in the rites o f  passage.  In the 

Jheelpar,  Slum dwellers arrange this function according to their 

means. Apart  from the marriage function, they smear  the body o f  

both bride and bridegroom w'ith turmeric.  This function is called 

"gae h a l u d ”. After  marriage some o f  the famil ies observe another  

functions called “f i r a n i ”. This is s imilar  to that o f  ' 'w a l im a ” 

observed by the rich section o f  people. But in this slum they 

celebrate  the function w'ith their abilit ies.  The marriage function is 

conductcd by the family o f  the bride. And “f i r a n i ” is conducted by 

the bride g r o o m ’s family.
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V

(h )A f te r  the death, some o f  the muslim family follow a function called 

"kulkhani  ” by "Milod  M a h f i l " . They dis tr ibute sweets af ter  the 

"M ahf i l"  or prayer. A m ong the Hindu families,  it is called 

' sraddha'.  But it is l imited within their Hindu community.

A m o n g  the H in d u  fa m i l ie s  a f te r  c r e m a t io n  they  o b s e r v e  som e  

r i t u a l s  to c o m p le t e  the fu n e ra l s ,  one  is to cut h a i r  o f  e ld e r s  son 

(ba l l  h e a d )  a n o th e r  f u n c t io n  is ‘s r a d d h a ’. F o r  few days  they  take  

d ie t  o f  v e g e t a b l e  food  ( " n i r a m i s h ”) and fo l lo w  the  v e g e t a r i a n i s m  

to e x p r e s s  th e i r  m o u rn  to dead  p e r so n .
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Chapter -  V
SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITION OF SLUM DWELLERS

In this chapter ,  wc have described the socio-economic condit ions  o f  the 

slum - d w e l l e r s  o l ' Jhee lpar  slum.

5,1 Soc io-economic  background of  slum dwel lers  :

It is found that 100 percent of  the slum dwellers under study have migrated from 

rural areas. They have come from different socio-economic background. The 

poverty stricken people of  the rural areas are now' the settlers o f  this slum. 

Causes of  their poverty were landlessness, crop failure, natural calamity, river 

erosion, unemployment etc. When they left their village, they were penny-less 

excepting some house hold appliances only.

i) Most  o f  these migrants  have already lost their homestead.  People 

whoare  still left with the homestead,  was not in a posit ion to 

mainta in  it. From socio-economic point o f  view they may be 

c lassif ied  as l iabili ties on the rural economy.

ii) Rural economy is mostly agri-based. It has serious limitat ions for 

the landless  people. Some o f  the them own no lands due to 

repeated fragmenta t ion o f  their paternal holdings.

iii) Some have lost their land due to river erosion.

iv) Some other  persons have already sold out their minimum

agricultural land including homestead due to acute hardship.

v) Some o f  them on their acute hardship borrowed money from some

quarter  (mortgagee)  on a very high rate o f  interest and mortgaging 

their  land property. Ult imately they could not repay the loan and 

this mortgaged land property was captured by mortgagee.

vi) A sect ion o f  people  borrowed money from relatives and natives.

They were not in a position to return the loan because o f
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joblessness .  All the time they were under  t remendous  pressure  to 

mainta in  minimum lively hood for the family.

vii) Another  sect ion o f  people  has received loan from agricultural 

bank through banking regulations. During receipt  o f  such loan 

they were to sign and provide finger prints.  None o f  them could 

repair loan nor  could pay partly.  Finally bank authority  has sued 

against them. They don ' t  have the guards to face it. Now they are 

absconding  and taken shelter  in the slum.

viii) Another  painful story behind some dwellers  o f  slum who lost 

every th ing  by exploi tat ion.  They were dreaming to become rich by 

going middle cast.  The household  head has sold out his land 

properties .  Me handed over  a handsome amount o f  money to a 

m iddleman to ar range going abroad. But af terward it was observed 

as forgery. With the incident the whole family has totally ruined.

This part  contains b r ie f  account o f  the previous occupation in their

native  vi llage o f  slum dwellers under study;

i) Agricul tural  labourer : From this investigation, it appears  that 

around 65 % o f  the male households  were employed as low paid 

agricu ltural  labourers  before they settled in this slum. They used 

to get wages  on monthly  basis along with food from the employer .  

Some others used to get their pay on daily basis.

ii) Share croper : 15 % were engaged in the cult ivat ion o f  crops

sharing with land owners.  Due to lack o f  investment or natural 

calamity  they failed and finally took shelter in this slum.

iii) Agricul tural  land owner : A few (which is around 8 %) were

land owners  upto 0.50 acres.  Due to lack o f  investment,  natural 

calamity and quarrell ing with relations about ownership, they 

failed and finally took shelter  in this slum.
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iv) Fisherman : A few slum dwellers (about 6 %) were engaged in 

the f ishing business.  They were engaged in fishing and sell ing it 

in the vi llage market.  Due to scarcity o f  fishes in the river and 

channels  they were not in a posit ion to earn their l ivel ihood.

v) Other  professionals  wxre milkmen,  carpenters  etc.

According to their profession and socio-economic background these people may 

be categorized into low, middle and high status lineage. Agricultural labourer 

and a percentage of  share croper may be classified in the low category. A 

percentage of  agricultural labourer, share croper. fisherman etc. comes from the 

middle status lineage. Their percentage is the maximum. Agricultural 

landowners and a percentage of  the share cropers goes to the higher status 

lineage. From this study it is obsen'ed that a noted percentage comes from 

higher status of  lineage. Due to landlessness and unemployment they have 

become poorer and ultimately taken shelter in this slum.

5.2 . Transi t ion to the city :

T h is  par t  sh o w s  a p i c tu re  o f  the t r a n s i t  or p a s s a g e  o f  th is  d w e l l e r s  

fo rm  th e i r  v i l l a g e s  to th is  s lum .  Th is  t r a n s i t i o n  m ay  be c a t e g o r i z e d  

in the  f o l l o w in g  way:

i) A group o f  people  were compelled  to leave the vi llages. They

migrated along with full family. They took all o f  their household

appliances along with bedding etc. A day or two is required in

their  transit  before taking shel ter  in the slum. This type o f  family 

struggled a lot for their bread. Even they sometime had to pass 

their days on starvation.

ii) Another  section o f  people  initially comes  alone. They try to

understand the city life. They keep regular  contact  with the family 

in the vi llage and remains almost  in transi tion.  Once 

accommodat ion  for the family is arranged, they bring their family. 

During this t ransi tion some gents (male) member  af ter  adopt ing

61

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



city life, get married again and do not take care o f  their family 

who are living in the village. Ultimately they leave the whole 

family.

iii) A nother  section o f  people came in the slum in co-ordinat ion with 

the earlier  migrants.  I'hcir job  was pre-ar ranged. Some times their 

transit  fair was also arranged by the elders.  For obvious reason 

these  people  were financially more organized. They brought  their 

family on arrangement  o f  accommodat ion  in the slum.

iv) Another  section o f  people kept their family in the village. They 

used to stay in messing arrangement  with group or with a family. 

They visit  their family monthly or at more interval.  Substantial 

portion o f  their income is t ransferred to their  village. These 

groups o f  people remain under  frequent  transition.

5.3.  O c c u p a t i o n  o f  s lum dwe l l er s :

Due to rapid urbanization of the Dhaka city, economic activity has increased 

many-fold. But economic activities has no comparison with that of  the rural 

areas. Mobilization of  resources in the Construction and Garment industries 

in the urban area has created lot of  employment opportunity. Also this 

economic growth has created other avenues for people to earn. So people 

migrated to this slum, can arrange their job easily.

Category of  Occupations:

A variety of  occupations were noticed in the slum. The following table shows

different occupations:
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T a b l e  - 6

To t a l  w o r k i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  J l i ee lp a r  s lum by t he ir  o cc u p a t i o n .

Occupation No %

Construc t ion  worker  (skilled) 49 6.59

Construct ion  worker  (unskil led) 101 13.59

Rickshaw pul ler 135 18.17

Earth work 133 17.90

Brick breaking 125 16.82

Garments  worker 57 7.67

Beggar 4 0.54

Hawker 5 0.67

Fisherman 12 1.61

Vegetable  seller 12 1.61

Shopkeeper 19 2.56

Maid 63 8.48

Security  Guard 13 1.75

Transport  worker 6 0.81

Religious  worker 2 0.26

Jobless 2 0.26

Quack 1 0.13

Carpenter o
j 0.40

Sweeper 1 0.13

Total 743 100

Source:  Fie ldwork in Jheelpar Slum.
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Bri ef  o f  their occupat ions  : 

Construct ion worker:

The major occupation of  this slum dwellers is construction work. It requires no 

previous experience. Workers get their wage on daily basis. They remain 

engaged in their job at different residential and commercial projects. They work 

20 to 25 days a month. Their working schedule is from morning upto sunset. 

This job requires physical fitness. So male w'orker gets more wages than female 

worker.

Earth worker:

This  jo b  is the first phase o f  the construct ion project.  Huge labourer  

both male and female remain engaged in the same project.  Each worker  

has a spade and bamboo “j h i t r i ”. They get their wage on daily basis.  

They work 20 to 25 days a month. Working schedule  is from morning 

upto sunset.  Both male and female workers  receive s imilar  wages.

Rickshaw puller :

This  is also a major  occupation in this slum. This job  requires  hardly 

any experience.  One can pull a r ickshaw after 6/7 days o f  training. 

Initially he faces some difficulties.  Within a month he becomes fully 

trained.  R ickshaw puller,  pull  the r ickshaw in two shift . In the first shift 

one person drive it from 6 A.M to 2 P.M., in second shift  another  person 

drive  from 2 P.M. up to 11 P.M. or more. The pullers  get the r ickshaw 

on rental basis. Some persons (which is around 10 %) holds the 

ownership  o f  a rickshaw. This job  is done by male m em ber  and is a very 

laborious work.
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Brick breaker:

This work is comparatively easier. Both male and female work unitedly. Even 

minors upto 10 years of  old join with their father or mother in breaking bricks. 

They work from early morning upto evening w'ith frequent intervals. This job is 

done on measurement basis. Doing this work they require one iron hammer and 

a big natural stone. They become skilled w'ith time and experience and can break 

more efficiently. The breakers work unitedly under one ‘sardar\  He distributes 

the money which he received from the owner. Some female workers were seen 

breaking bricks when her infant baby w'as lying near the work side.

House maid:

In this occupation female workers remain engaged in residential quarters for 

different household works. Minors from 10 years upto 50 years old women 

remain engaged in this profession. They have to work round the clock from 

morning upto midnight. For this Job wages is given on monthly basis. This job is 

a thankless job. They can never satisfy the employer. Very often she is abused 

by the landlord or housew'ife. Sometime sexually abused by the male member 

o f  the residence.

Garments  worker:

There  are many garments  industries in this part o f  the city. It has opened 

a new horizon for the employment  o f  female workers .  The female 

dwellers  o f  this slum has accepted this as a major occupation.  Workers  

engaged in this profession perform their duty at different shift . Some 

works in the morning-shif t ,  Some in the day-shif t  and others at night- 

shift.  Female  garment  workers  express that they are quite satisfied with 

this profession due to their liberty. They feel easy with this job  then 

domest ic  maid.
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Securi ty  Guard:

Some male members o f  the slum are engaged as security guard at different 

residential quarters. They remain engaged on monthly basis. Some of  them work 

as night guard and some other work round the clock from morning upto night. In 

that ease they get food and shelter from the employer. Some o f  them get their 

uniform also. Usually older persons beyond 40 years are more trusted for this 

profession.

Shop Keeper:

Some persons are engaged in shop keeping. This business requires reasonable 

amount o f  investment. They erect one bamboo thatched shop with C.I roofing. 

They arrange different household commodities including food items for display. 

Usually the slum dwellers are their clients. Some shop-keepers sells cigarettes, 

m a t c h e s . supari, etc. Financially they are found more stable.

Vegetable  Seller: (Hawker)

Some male member remain engaged as hawker, selling vegetables from door to 

door. This is a part time job. Usually this business continues in the morning shift 

only. Some hawker with different items does this job from morning up to 

evening. Physically these professionals are weaker. Financially they are reported 

to be unsound. Off  and on they loose their working capital due to different 

reasons and remain unemployed for some da>’s.

Carpenter:

A few dwellers o f  this slum are working as carpenters. From socio-economic 

point o f  view this profession is more sound. But unfortunately, carpenters o f  this 

slum could not achieve financial soundness because they are unskilled. They 

remain in financial hardship.
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Others:

Some others are engaged as fisherman, beggar, quack doctor, sweeper etc. These 

professions are very unstable. Off  and on, they change their profession. Some 

old dwellers are found engaged in begging. 7'hey do not have any alternatives 

and are liabilities to their family.

Unemployment :

Another  section but a very few, was found unemployed who are 

searching for job.  This is because o f  their lack o f  ser iousness .  They are 

dependent  on other family members.  During my fie ldwork, these 

unemployed  persons are interviewed.  They are idle in nature and move 

in the city like vagrants.  They have been found to create nuisances and 

liabil i t ies to the family.

People (engaged with different occupation on monthly basis), some time remains 

unemployed for months or more. During their unemployment they run from 

saving. Who does not have any saving, found to work as daily worker, till he can 

arrange a job. During this transition, they are some time compelled to change 

their occupation. Socio-economically this transition may be termed as silent 

famine. They take food item from the adjacent shop keepers on credit. 

Aftenvards due to lingering in payment, quarreling starts among themselves. 

Some time this type of  quarreling is settled by the ‘matbar’.

People  (engaged on daily basis at different  occupation)  some time 

remain  unemployed.  It is mostly due to natural calamity,  polit ical 

turmoil like hartal,  strike, physical s ickness etc. During these days they 

run part ly from savings  and partly on credit.
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Hurdles  in di fferent  profession :

S o m e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  hav e  been  i d e n t i f i e d  w h ic h  the d w e l l e r s  face  at 

w o rk ;

i) Workers  (engaged on daily basis, some time) are exploi ted by 

their  "sardar" .  Also sometime they are deprived  by their 

em ployer  on different  pleas.

ii) O f f  and on they are found to loss their money by explo ita t ion or 

cheat ing.

iii) Garments  worker  some time get their salary much later than the

schedule . Sometime they get their pay in the alternate months and 

passes acute hard ship.

iv) Due to financial strain, shop keepers very often sell their

products  on credit.  Afterwards  it becomes diff icult  to realize.

v) Age is another  big factor to adopt their profession. It is observed

that between 15-50 years o f  age they can earn more and remains  

fit for profession. Because o f  poor nutrit ion their working abili ty 

decreases after fifty years o f  age.

vi) People  engaged in fishing showed their extreme disappoin tment

due to scarcity o f  fishes in the river and channel.

Educat ional  background of  slum dwel lers:  (How it influence on their 

occupat ion?)

about  80.73 % o f  the slum dwellers were found il li terate or l i terate upto 

pr im ary  level.  So educational  background o f  the dwellers hardly can 

influence their socio-economic  condition. Some people can sign only, 

even for count ing they have to depend on others.  They face hurdles  in 

thei r  economic  activity but for this they do not have any repentance. 

People  who attended up to primary level al though can sign and know 

co un t in s  but their economic level and status is same to that o f  an
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i l l i terate person.  With this poor li teracy they can hardly earn any 

advantage.

5 % of  the slum dwellers studied above primar>' level. Their social position or 

status in the slum is obviously higher. Other has some respect for them. These 

people help the illiterates for their accounts with the employer. They also help 

the dwellers during official correspondences with the ward commission office, 

City-corporation office etc. People who attended upto secondary level of  

education were found engaged in security guard, garments worker or as 

shopkeeper. Economically they are more balanced in comparison with other 

dwellers.

Status o f  occupat ion and a comparat ive  study:

Slum dw'ellers engaged in different  occupations  on monthly  basis are 

found more stable so c ia lh ’ and economically .  7'hey try to keep their 

expenses  limited w'ithin their income.

Persons engaged in occupation on daily basis are found financial ly less 

stable.  They earn and spend a substant ial  amount at the work place  for 

taking tea, snacks, cigarettes etc. Their  family remains  on continuous 

hardship.  It is seen that this category o f  people unnecessar i ly  remain 

absent  from their duty. Usually on an average they loose 8 to 10 days a 

month. Because o f  their idleness they have to go for credit . This leads 

an unbalanced financial position for this category o f  people.

Domestic  maids  (employed on monthly basis),  have minimum liberty 

although they get food in addit ion to their pay. This job  bears less 

status. Some o f  them go on duty for 2/3 houses o f  the adjacent 

res idential  area. It is a laborious job  compared to their earnings.
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Shop keeping  is the most prest igious among these different professions. 

Social ly  and economical ly  they remain in good order. They cover the 

def icit  o f  o ther  professional by a l lowing credit.

Religious worker enjoy maximum status in comparison with other professionals. 

This is a spiritual job. They don't go for any labour.

Dwellers of  this slum have to depend on the quack doctors. Quack doctors get 

much respect than others professionals.

F ishermen are silent worker.  They go for fishing most ly  at night. In the 

m orning  they sell their products.  Then they sleep upto evening. So 

socia lly  they remain a l o o f  Economically  his posit ion remain 

compara t ive ly  better  than daily w'orkers.

5.4. Economic  act ivity of  slum dwellers:

It has  been  o b s e rv e d ,  e c o n o m ic  a c t iv i ty  o f  the s lum  d w e l l e r s  p lay  

im p o r t a n t  ro le  in th e i r  l ife.  P o v e r ty  is the  p a r t  o f  th e i r  l i fe  and  the 

a v a i l a b l e  f a c i l i t i e s  are b e lo w  r e q u i r e m e n t .  I f  we c o n s id e r  e c o n o m y  

is one  s id e  o f  the  co in ,  the o th e r  s ide  o f  the co in  is the  p o v e r ty .  In 

a real  s e n se  e c o n o m i c  s tu d y  o f  the J h e e l p a r  s lu m  is a m e a s u r e  o f  

the  d e g r e e  o f  p o v e r ty .

During economic study the following parameters  have been careful ly 

evaluated to establish the activity;

i) Income vs. profession:

Eighteen (18) different category o f  profession were found. Their  

accumulated  income generates  the total economic  activi ty o f  the slum.
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Table-7

Average  monthly income vs. profession

Occupat ion (Person involved) Average (Monthly  income  

TK)

Construc t ion  worker  (49) 2500

Cons truc t ion  worker  (unskil led  101) 1500

Rickshaw pul ler  (133) 2000

Earth  works  (133) 1800

Brick breaking (125) 1500

Garments  worker  (57) 1200

Shop keeper  (19) 4000

House maid (63) 300

Securi ty  Guard (13) 1800

Transport  worker  (6) 2200

Beggar  (4) 1000

H aw ker  (5) 1500

Fisherman (12) 1800

Vegetable  Sel ler  (12) 1600

Relig ious worker  (02) 4000

Quack doctor  (01) 4000

Carpenter  (3) 2400

Sweeper  (01) 1500

Source:  Fie ldwork in Jheelpar Slum.

The above table shows that shopkeeper ,  religious worker  and quack 

doctor  arc the highest earning groups. Skilled construction worker,  

t ransport  worker,  carpenter  are the 2nd highest earning group. In the 

group o f  skilled construct ion worker  some persons were observed to 

earn around Tk. 5000 per month. The group o f  occupation whose
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average income levci lies within 1500-2000 are unskil led  worker,  

r ickshaw puller, security guard, hawker,  fisherman etc.

(ii) Expenses  and commitments  :

The major portion of  their income is spend for food-for the average earning 

group. A little is being spend for clothing. Earlier migrants do not pay any house 

rent. Rather, they have got some income for letting house. The highest earning 

^  group is found spending money little generously for food. They purchase new

cloths. But a substantial portion is saved. Young group both male and female go 

to cinema hall very regularly. So these categor>' of  people, spend some money 

for enjoyment. Workers on dail\' basis spent some portion of  his daily income 

for tea, snacks and cigarettes. Some people irrespective of  category spend some 

money for playing cards, gambling etc. Daily workers off  and on smoke 

^  cigarettes along with drug like ophim.

(iii) Credi t  and food deficit:

Category  o f  professionals  below average monthly  income Tk. 1800 some 

time runs deficit.  It is the food deficit.  During such deficit  they most ly 

^  run on credit  from the adjacent  shop-keeper .  People engaged on monthly

basis,  on demand sometime get some credit in cash from their  employer.

Shop-keepers allows credit for the clients, simultaneously he also receives credit 

facility from the supplier.

Vegetable  seller and hawkers  also get their products  partly on credit. 

They repair this credit from their sell process.

Some people  ear lier  experienced with banking credit  from Grameen 

bank, Agricultural  bank is scared to take any loan. Some o f  them do not 

go for any loan even i f  they remain on starvation.
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(iv) Co-operat ives  :

M a jo r i t y  o f  th is  s lum  d w e l l e r s  are  i l l i t e r a t e  but  th ey  have  

c o n f i d e n c e  in c o - o p e r a t i v e  s o c ie ty .  It is o b s e r v e d  th a t  tw o  or 

m o re  such  c o - o p e r a t i v e s  have  been  o r g a n iz e d  by the  s lum  

d w e l l e r s .  Th is  o rg a n iz a t io n  is e i th e r  from sam e  n a t iv e  d i s t r i c t  or 

f rom  s a m e  g ro u p  o f  o c c u p a t io n .

Organizer  o f  the co-opera t ives  is usually a senior  person. Also earlier 

migrants  are the promoter  o f  such venture. They organize and attracts 

his nat ive people or people  from same profession. Basic concept  o f  this 

co-opera t ive  is monthly subscrip tion by all members  at the same 

proportion.  Accumula ted  subscr ip tion is held by the organizer .  

Defini te ly  he is trusted by all other  members.  He maintains  a regis ter  o f  

accounts .

Motto of  such co-operatives:

Motto o f  such co-operative is initially considered very good. All members, 

specially the elders they like idea. The aim of  it is as follows:

a) To give loan to member  in case o f  death, accidents  or il lness o f  the 

individual  or his family member.

b) To facili tate purchase  o f  furniture,  radio, watch,  winte r  clo thes etc. 

from his savings.

c) To purchase  r ickshaw, van and other  commodit ies.

d) To met up loan and to purchase  land in the rural areas.

Deviat ions  from the initial motto:

The co-operative was initially established with good and definite objectives. But 

after wards there is lot of  deviations. These deviations are decided by the key 

persons or a group of  members. Deviations observed are;
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a) M anipu la t ion  by the key persons or miss-appropria t ion.

b) Polit ical expenses  by the key persons and his followers.

c) Group expenses  to attend poli t ical  meet ing.

d) Group expenses  to attend sports,  VCR etc.

(v) Living standard:

“ In Bangladesh the income of  a family is more influenced by the ownership of

capital rather than by the amount of  work that is done..... Income and living

standard, it does not depend each other, highest or lowest does not show the

better standard o f  living, it depends on religion, culture and neighbour-hood”.....

"No hypothesis is possible about any relation between income and the living 

standard score. (Faruk A. and Ali. M.) page-60.

T h e  a v e r a g e  l iv in g  s ta n d a rd  o f  the J h e e l p a r  s lu m  is b e lo w  

s t a n d a r d .  T h is  s t a n d a rd  is Just  for  s u rv iv a l .  S t a n d a r d  o f  food,  

c l o th in g ,  e d u c a t io n ,  s a n i t a t io n  or h e a l th ,  n o n e  lies  c lo se  to the 

m in i m u m  level .  F rom  the  p r e v io u s  t ab le  p e r  c a p i t a  a v e r a g e  in co m e  

p e r  day  can  be w o rk e d  out  as fo l lo w s :

Av. income (per  capita  per day) =

Total income generated  by different Professionals  per  month  x 12

365 days x Total Population

Sum o f  average monthly income by each professionals  x No o f  

persons working with that profession x 12 months

365 days x 1774
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From the above fig. We can der ive that average annual  income is 178 

U.S $ per  year.  This is eventual ly  much less than our national average, 

which is US $ 280 per year.

(vi) Socio economic  deve lopment  of  the slum dwel lers  :

In this section, we have tried to examine the development in the socio-economic 

condition o f  the dwellers o f  Jheelpar slum.

H is to r y  o f  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th is  s lu m  is a b o u t  a d e c a d e .  It was  

m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  that p o v e r ty  s t r i c k e n  p e o p le  o f  the ru ra l  a rea s  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  d i s t r i c t  has  taken  s h e l t e r  in the s lum .  M os t  o f  the 

m ig r a n t s  j o i n e d  this  s lum a lm o s t  at  em p ty  c o n d i t i o n  and  was  

s e a r c h i n g  for  j o b .  T h e i r  p r e se n t  e a rn in g ,  l iv in g  s t a n d a rd  etc.  

i n d ic a te  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the d w e l l e r  c o m p a r e d  to th e i r  ru ra l  

l i fe .  E c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  in the  soc ia l  l i fe  o f  the s lum  d w e l l e r s  

m ay  be m e a s u re d  from the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  l i fe  s ty le  on the 

f o l l o w in g  p a r a - m e t e r s  in c o m p a r i s i o n  to th e i r  ru ra l  l i fe .

a) Food : On an average each member  is gett ing food two to three times 

a day. In their rural life they were in a position very difficul t  to 

manage their  daily food. So on this parameter  they have developed 

economically .

b) Clothing:  In their rural life they had single piece o f  cloth to wear  

and had no winter  clothing. After  migrat ing to this slum they are 

more comfortable .  Some times they are gett ing clothes free o f  cost 

from richer  communit ies  o f  the adjacent  residential  area. Some o f  

them are purchasing  new cloths or second-hand clothes from the 

market.  Rejected garments  winter  clothings are avai lable  at a very 

cheap price which giving them much relief.  During this study it is 

observed that they are more comfortable  in clothing then their  rural 

life.
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c) Hous ing  or shelter : A m ong the dwellers 41.22 % are totally

landless  and another  58.78 % are having homestead or cult ivable  land 

in their vil lages. Most o f  them have bamboo thatched house to live 

in rural area. But Jheelpar  slum dwellers  have no ownership  o f  land, 

they have taken shel ter on Govt.  land. This housing is complete ly 

uncertain . So it may be concluded that on this parameter  they could 

not gain.

d) Educat ion:  Primary school and educational institution are limited in 

rural area. In the village, people who can effort  their chi ldren to send 

to educational institute,  they also hesitate.  And for poorer  people  it is 

considered most unnecessary. After  migra t ing to this slum, some o f  

the dwellers  sending their chi ldren to free pr imary  institutes. 

Poss ib ly , on acquainted with the city life, they could real ize the 

necessi ty  o f  education. So on this parameter  this dwellers  has gained.

e) Heal th care: In the rural areas,  in case o f  disease most  o f  them are to 

depend on the quack doctor  or on nature. Medical  facili t ies are 

avai lable  in the district  Head Quar ters  only. So it remains out o f  rich 

for the poorer  people  in the rural areas.  Migrating to this slum now 

they are gett ing advice from qualified doctors also. Mostly  they get 

free Medical  services.  In case o f  serious sickness,  accidents  they can 

admit  in the nearby Govt,  hospital.  So in this sector  they are well,  

compared  to their rural life.

f) Sani tat ion and civic facilities: People used to get more or less clean 

water  from stream or pond in the village. Toilet facili t ies are very 

much unhygienic  and electric facilit ies totally absent in the rural 

area. Migrat ing  to this slum they are hardly gett ing safe drinking 

water ,  katcha toilet  is adjacent to the shack, most  unhealthy, 

unhygienic  and risky. Some o f  quarters in this slum is avail ing 

unauthor ized electric connection. Most important  compar ison  is that 

they are affected from city polluted  atmosphere,  while  in their  rural
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life they got natural fresh air. So migrat ing to this slum they could 

not gain on this parameter.

Soc io-econom ic  development  o f  the slum dwellers in compar ison  to 

their rural life may be mathematically  represented  as follows:

ED = ( E F + E C + E E + E H H ) -  (ESH+ES)

Where,

ED=^ Over  all socio - e c o n o m ic  development.

EF= Economic development  on food.

EC= Economic development  on clothing sector.

EE= Economic development  on education sector 

EH H= Economic development  on health and health care.

ESH= Economic  development  on housing sector  which is negative in 

the above equat ion.

ES= Economic  development  on sanitat ion and civic facili ty sector 

which is also negative in the above equation.

From the above equat ion it is seen that economic developm ent  is 

pos i t ive  on four factors and negative on two factors.  So it may be 

concluded,  that after migrat ing to this slum they are now better  than 

their  ear l ier  life in the rural areas.

(vii) Remit tance  by the dwel lers  to their vil lage:

A family who earns more than Tk. 2500 per  month, try to save. It is 

observed that around 30 to 40 percent  o f  the household  head along with 

other  earning members,  earn more than Tk. 2500 per month. They remit 

their savings  to their village. Usually the household  head visits his 

vil lage three to four t imes each year.  During his visit  he t ransfer  the 

savings  in cash. This money is util ized for release o f  mortgage land, 

repair  o f  loans, maintenance o f  old houses,  purchase  o f  furniture etc.
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A section o f  people live single (around 4 %) in mess or with other household. 

They visit their family in the village almost every month. They transfer full 

amount of  their savings for their family expenses Dwellers having profession 

like shop keeping, religious worker or quack doctor has got maximum income. 

Also they can save maximum. Naturally they can remit more in comparison to 

others. They try to purchase land and cows for agricultural use out o f  their 

remitted money.

5.5. Land Ownership  Pattern

So far land  o w n e r s h ip  p a t t e rn  is c o n c e r n e d  it is on ly  a s to ry  for  

th is  m i g r a t e d  s lum  d w e l le r s .  T h is  s to ry  is two  to th re e  g e n e r a t i o n  

old.  F ro m  the  s t a t e m e n t  o f  the s lu m  d w e l l e r s  ( h o u s e h o l d  h ea d ) ,  it 

is o b s e r v e d  tha t  all  o f  th e i r  p r e v io u s  g e n e r a t i o n s  w e re  l a n d o w n e r s .  

H ere  it m ay  be n o ted  tha t  this  land o w n e r s h ip  p a t t e rn  was  b a se d  on 

a g r i c u l tu r a l  land on ly .  Out  o f  410  h o u s e h o ld  head  on ly  4 1 ( 1 0 % )  

h av e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  land.
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The sta tement  o f  landlessness may be drawn as follows 

100% (were the owner of  land) in the vi l lage

10 percent (presently 
has legal land 

ownership) 
(1998-1997)

25%  ( los t  th e i r  land  
o w n e r s h ip  d u r in g  

th e i r  p e r io d )  
(1995-1986)

38%  ( lo s t  th e i r  land  
o w n e r s h ip  d u r in g  th e i r  

f a thers  p e r io d )  
(1985-1961)

2 7 %  ( lo s t  th e i r  land 
o w n e r s h i p  d u r in g  th e i r  
g r a n d  f a th e r s  p e r io d )  

(1970-1950)

Table-8

From the above diagram it is seen that rate o f  land loss is:

Period /(Total  

years)

Percent  of  People  

becoming landless

Average  land loss per  

year

1. 1986-1995/10 

years

25% 2.5%)

2. 1961-1985/25 yrs. 38% 1.52%

3.1950-1970/20 yrs. 27% 1.35%

S o u r c e :  F i e l d w o r k  in J h e e l p a r  S l u m .
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N o w  it m ay  be e s t a b l i s h e d  tha t  r a te  o f  land loss  is i n c r e a s i n g  over  

t im e  and  d u r in g  1986 to 1995 it is a la rm in g .

From the above chart we are gett ing answer  to our ques tion when they 

lost their land? Now wc will tr\' to get the answer  how' they lost their 

land?

A b r ie f  s ta tement showing reasons or factors out o f  which they became 

landless was narrated in the socio-economic background o f  slum 

dwellers^.

T he  fo l l o w in g  tab ic  sh o w s  the fac to rs  w h ic h  are  r e s p o n s i b l e  for  

the  loss  o f  lands .

T a b l e - 9  

La nd  loss  f ac tors

SI

No.

Different  factors responsible  for land 

loss

No. of  

household

%

1. Loss o f  land due to repeated f ragmentation 

o f  land

163 44.1

2. Loss o f  land due to river erosion 31 8.4

3. Loss o f  land as they sold it, out o f  poverty. 130 35.23

4. Loss o f  land due to Bankruptcy 19 5.14

5. Loss o f  mortgage land which could not be 

realized

24 6.50

6. Loss o f  land due to ambit ion for overseas 

employment

02 0.54

Total 369 100

Source:  Fie ldwork in Jheelpar Slum.
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From the above  table our observat ions  on the issue are as follows:

a) The major  factor responsible for land loss is repeated f ragmentat ion 

o f  land. This factor is related with the family size. Because  o f  higher  

number  o f  family size,  they have become landless wi thin two to three 

generat ion gap.

b) The second major  factor is pover ty.  This is also related wi th the 

family size.  Because o f  bigger  family size,  income o f  the family is 

much less than the requirement .  These pover ty s t r icken people  finally 

compel l ed  to sold out their  land.

c) Loss o f  land due to river erosion is the next factor.  It is s tudied that 

dwel lers  migrated from greater  Barishal  and Far idpur  distr ict  are 

most ly affcctcd with this factor.

d) The next  factor is loss due to bankruptcy.  This is also a unbalanced 

economic  factor.  They took loan from bank for agricul tural  

product ion.  Af terwards  they fail to repair  the bank loan. This is due 

to mi smanagement  with increased family need compared  to their 

income.  Ul t imately they loss their mor tgage land.

e) Same is the story with mortgage land provided to local influencial  

Matabar.
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Chapter VI

E n v i r o n m e n t ,  H e a l t h  a nd  E d u c a t i o n

Becausc o f  its locat ion,  .Iheclpar slum has some advantages  on 

envi ronment ,  heal th and educat ion facilit ies in compar i son to other  

slums o f  Dhaka  City (as studied from CUS).  This is because o f  

concent ra t ion o f  more resources on this nor thern part  o f  the City.  But  

even then it is much below the normal  requi rement  and standard.  

Al though educat ional  inst i tution,  medical  services at Govt,  and pr ivate 

level are avai lable within walking dis tance o f  the Jheelpar  slum but this 

facil i t ies are beyond their  financial  capabil i ty.

Densi ty o f  populat ion in the area is a measur ing factor to know the 

envi ronmenta l  s i tuat ion.  Influx o f  pover ty s tr icken rural people  to the 

Jheelpar  slum is gradual ly increasing over  the recent  years.  They are 

concent ra t ing in the same area.  There is hardly any scope for expans ion 

o f  the slum area.  So gradual ly s i tuat ion is get t ing more det r imental .

6.1 Environmental  situation:

There are di fferent  factors which control  the envi ronmenta l  s i tuat ion o f  

an area.  Major  factors which guide the envi ronmental  s i tuat ion o f  the 

Jheelpar  slum arc given below;

(a) Densi ty of  populat ion:  Total  populat ion o f  the Jheelpar  slum is 1774 

l iving in an area o f  4.0 acres.  So densi ty o f  populat ion 

4.0 acres

1774 ■

= 108 sqft  per  head.
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During early set t lement  o f  this slum there were small  number  o f  

house-holds  with full o f  space.  But present  si tuat ion,  s ignify a state 

o f  inhuman l iving condi t ion.  This densi ty is increasing at a very high 

rate. Higher  densi ty o f  populat ion is responsible for pol lut ing the 

nature and envi ronment  at a higher  rate.

(b) Flood protection:  The locat ion o f  Jheelpar  s lum is very close and 

wi thin the enclosure o f  Dhaka flood protect ion embankment .  So the 

place is free from flooding.  Dur ing flooding,  the s lum area and its 

envi ronmenta l  si tuat ion remains less affected.

(c) Heavy rainfall  and drainage:  Because o f  poor  drainage system,  the 

Jheelpar  slum area becomes  inundated dur ing heavy shower  or 

rainfall .  Water  remains  s tagnant  after  the rain and creates discomfor t  

to their  norma! life. The soil becomcs  loose and muddy  which disrupt  

envi ronmenta l  si tuation.

Stagnancy o f  water  and poor  drainage in most  o f  the slum area o f  

Dhaka city causes unbearable pain to the slum dwellers.  Dur ing rainy 

season it becomes  the news o f  the Dai ly Newspaper .  Poor  and 

unheal thy envi ronmenta l  s i tuat ion becomes health hazardous  and it 

causes di fferent  diseases like fever,  Diarrhoea,  skin disease etc. Slum 

dwel lers,  use rain water  for bathing and washing  and chi ldren play 

and swim with rain water.  This effect  the heal th si tuat ion seriously.

( d ) Dampness:  Slum dwel lers  use their  cour tyard for their  cleaning,  

washing and bathing.  Because o f  poor drainage the soil remains 

damp cont inuously.  This keeps the envi ronment  unhygienic  but slum 

dwel lers  are unaware  o f  it and they are pract iced.

(e) Venti lat ion:  Earl ier  we ment ioned that the shacks o f  the Jheelpar  

slum were const ructed most ly wi thout  proper  vent i lat ion system.  

Due to i rregular  and unplanned posi t ioning o f  the shacks cross 

vent i lat ion and aerat ion is also badly hampered.  I f  the shacks could
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be al igned proper ly dur ing erect ion,  they could l ive more 

comfor tably.  They are complete ly unaware and hardly got  any idea of  

vent i la t ion system.

(f) Natural  pol lution: There is no sanitary toilet  in this slum.  Most  o f  

the s lum dwel lers  use “Kutcha latrii i".  These are located very nearby 

and these are very unhygienic.  It pol lutes the air and envi ronment .  

Chi ldren and infants use the court  yard as toilet,  which remains  

most ly uncleaned.  I f  any outsider  comes in the slum,  will  become 

impat ient  with the heavy foul odor  o f  the slum area.

Another  important  factor caus ing natural  pol lut ion is the burning o f  

PVC items,  cot ton,  papers and waste.  These are used as fuel for 

cooking.  This is ser iously pol lut ing the envi ronment .

Some households  have domest ic  birds and animals  like duck,  hens 

and goats.  Those quar ter  earns some financial  benefi t  f rom this 

business.  They keep these animals  within their  hut  dur ing night  t ime 

and in day t ime,  these remain on the courtyard.  So the courtyard 

remains  unclean with dirt o f  birds and animals.  Natural ly  this is 

another  cause o f  deter iorat ing the envi ronmental  situat ion.

Most  usual  and important  factor  o f  natural  pol lut ion is use of  

polythene bags.  Slum dwel lers  use this bag for their  day to day 

consumpt ion  and after the use, they throw it on the r o of  o f  huts, 

cour tyard,  back site o f  the huts etc. This is seriously pol lut ing the 

envi ronmenta l  si tuat ion.

(g) Mechanical  and Industrial  pol lution:  Jheelpar  slum is located very 

adjacent  to Turag river. On the other  side o f  r iver Turag there are 

many industries.  Owner  o f  these industr ies leave their  industrial  

waste on the river. Slum dwel lers  o f f  and on take their  bath in this 

river.  Pol luted Water  is causing skin disease among them.  Pickers 

and chi ld labours col lect  industrial  garbage,  by-products  or waste in
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a ju te  bag.  In the evening they deposi t  it in their courtyard.  Dur ing

* night  and next morning they remain engaged for segregat ion o f  this

product  as per  their market  requi rement .  It is observed that dur ing 

this process  slum envi ronment  becomes  polluted.

6.2 Health profi le of  The slum d w el l er ’s

Informat ion col lected on heal th si tuat ion o f  the Jheelpar  s lum dwel lers  

shows  that  it is an ext remely precar ious  situat ion.  General  heal th 

si tuat ion o f  an individual  or a communi ty  depends  on the fol lowing 

parameters ;

i) Envi ronmental  si tuat ion o f  the area where they are living.

ii) Financial  capabi l i ty against  heal th care.

i i i )Educat ion and awareness  toward heal th and heal thcare.

^  i v )Medi ca r e  facilit ies avai lable surrounding or close to the area,

v) Nut r i t ion they are receiving.

Except ing  the serial no (iv) above,  all the other  parameters  are absent  in 

this slum.  Because o f  poor  economic condi t ion o f  slum dwel lers  they 

cannot  af ford the avai lable medical  facilities,  though it is avai lable at 

the pr ivate  level.  So it may be ment ioned here that  medical  si tuat ion o f  

the s lum is inhuman.  But  it is very surpr ising to note here that  in-spi te 

o f  such adverse heal th si tuat ion rale o f  mortal i ty is comparat ively low 

here.

(a) Morbidi ty  :

The fol lowing table summar izes  the avai lable informat ion on morbidi ty 

si tuat ion in the Jheelpar  slum. Informat ion was gathered dur ing the 

f ie ldwork in Jheelpar  slum. Age limit was categor ized into four groups.

(i) 0-15 years as infant  /chi ld age,  when type o f  disease and s ickness

is found o f  general  type.
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(ii) 15.1-25 years  may be considered as youth -  when it is observed 

that  disease and s ickness  is comparat ively less than other  period.

(iii) 25.1-45 years aged people were found as less energetic and sickness 

is also comparat ively  more.

(iv) 45.1-46 years and above may be considered as old age (in this slum). 

During this age they loose most  o f  their  energy.  Most  o f  the people  

above this age are observed suffer ing from disease o f  varieties.

Table No. 10 

Different  Diseases vs. Age l imit

Age limit

Type of Disease 0-15

years

15.1-25

years
•/

25.1-45

years

45.1-46 years  

and above

Cough and cold 80% 15% 32% 60%

Scabies 75% 50% 23% 28%

Helminthes i s 90% 10% - -

Artheri t ies 15% - 25% 55%

Gastric - 12% 50% 75%

Diarrhoeal

Disease

80% 10% 15% 30%

Jundice 25% 12% 15% 15%

Chicken pox 10% 5% 5% -

Source:  Fie ldwork in Jheelpar  Slum.

Total  number  o f  child or persons counted cor responding to the above 

age l imits are as fol lows :

0-15 years are 783

15.1-25 years are 502

25.1-45 years are 417

45.1-46 above are 72

Total . 1774
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The percentage  shown in the age column in the above table has been 

evaluated from persons  affected with the disease out o f  the total persons  

cor responding  to that  age limit.

(b) Mortal i ty  :

During the s tudy per iod I found the death o f  2 infants,  1 child,  and 1 old 

woman.  Propor t ionately 8 deaths in one year  out o f  1774 people.  Dur ing 

the s tudy per iod mortal i ty rate was very low. But  it does not  reflect  the 

whole  si tuat ion.  History o f  all the 410 households ,  have been s tudied-  

recording all death incidents happened to all the house-holds  during 

their  set t lement  till to date.  Fol lowing table summar izes  all death 

incidents  recorded from the total history o f  the slum.  All  deaths are 

categor ized into three division,  viz, due to disease,  accidents  and old 

age,  versus  age limit:

Table -11 

Causes  of  Death vs. Age l imit

Causes of death

Number of Death

infant  / child Young old age

Accident 29 21 02

Disease 38 11 12

old age - - 06

Total  Death 67 20

Source:  Fie ldwork in Jheelpar  Slum.

Total  death recorded were 130 in 410 households  in the total history o f  

the slum.
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(c) Populat ion growth rate :

Dur ing  my f ieldwork (six months) ,  25 birth took place in 410 

households  This reflects around 50 birth dur ing one year.  So growth rate 

is 50 out / 1774 which is 2.82 percent .  It shows that the birth rate o f  

s lum dwel lers  is still higher  than the Governments  stat ist ics which is 2.1 

percent .

Inquir ing all the households ,  it is recorded that total births were 533 in 

410 house holds s ince the set t lement  in this slum. Some famil ies did not 

give birth to any issue after  taking shel ter  in this slum.  Whi le  some o f  

the famil ies,  were reported having more than 4 issues after  taking 

shel ter  in this slum.

(d) Fami ly  planning :

Ninety  percent  o f  the household heads have not adopted family planning 

measures  to l imit the family size. But  now' they feel that  wi th a smal ler  

family they could be more comfortable.  About  ten percent  are aware 

about  family planning.  They maintain and fol low systems o f  family 

planning  but not regularly.

Knowledge  and awareness  o f  slum dwel lers  about  family p lanning and 

its fruit is very much insufficient.  Mot ivat ion by Govt,  field workers  

f rom Heal th Directorate or b>- N G O ' s  is also very occasional  as reported 

by the slum dwellers.

(e) Materni ty  and child care facility:

There is a govt,  run materni ty centre nearby.  It is one and a quar ter  mile 

from this slum.  They get free medical  services from this Govt ,  hospital .  

There  are two private owned organizat ions  having materni ty and child
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care facil i ty.  But  these are beyond their  financial  capaci ty.  It is reported 

that  none o f  these dwel lers  has ever  gone to this hospitals.  Dwel lers  o f  

this s lum most ly fol low tradit ional  system advised by the Quack,  

Herbal i s t s  ( the dying breed o f  H e k i m ’s and kabiraj)  and vi l lage “D a i ” 

(mid wives) .  They fol low lot o f  superst i t ions dur ing materni ty,  del ivery 

and for chi ldcare.  Some o f  the households  were reported to take shel ter  

in their  vi l lage dur ing materni ty and del ivery stage.

(f) Nutri t ional  level :

Hunger  and malnutr i t ion related to pover ty affect  all the people  in the 

country.  Only 5 % populat ion o f  the whole country consume adequate 

quant i ty and qual i ty o f  food. So it is easily unders tood the level o f  

nutr i t ion o f  the inhabi tants o f  this slum. More inner t ragedy is that 

among  the s lum dwel lers  chi ldren are much worse off.

Malnut r i t ion is maximum among chi ldren and infants.  The next  affected 

categor ies  are the mothers  and expectants.

Food habi ts  was studied among 410 households.  It is observed- two 

broad classes according to their  capabi l i ty o f  taking food.  Out  o f  410 

house holds,  37 famil ies (which is 9.02 %) were found taking good food 

in compar i son  to other.  These famil ies can afford meat ,  fish and eggs as 

they earn more.  The lower  income groups depend on rice, vegetables  

curry and dry fish. They can hardly afford meat  or fish.

Min i mum calorie requi rement  for an adults is 2122.  This is much more 

than that  taken by an adult  o f  the higher  income group o f  the slum. In 

the low'cr income group,  it is founds some of  the famil ies somet imes  

remain on almost  s tarvat ion.
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Slum dwel lers  is less sensi t ive towards  any disease and s ickness,  Dur ing 

early days o f  s ickness  they remain less care,  w'hen it aggravates  they 

become ser ious  about  the disease.  Then they go for t reatment .  Mode o f  

t reatment  fol lowed may be classif ied as;

(i) Al lopathic  t reatment

(ii) Homeopa th ic  t reatment

(iii) Tradi t ional  herbal ist  { 'h ek im '  & ‘k a b i r a j ’)

(iv) Quack doctor

Slum dwel lers  widely depend on Al lopathic t reatment  and it is more 

than 80%. Because  o f  cheap price,  dwel lers  try with homeopathy  as 

pr imary t reatment .  Final ly when failed with homeopathy  they switch 

over  to al lopathic.

It is i n t e r e s t i n g  to no te  here ,  tha t  s lum d w e l l e r s  m o s t l y  los t  the i r  

c o n f i d e n c e  on h o m e o p t h i c  t r e a t m e n t .  M o s t  o f  the d w e l l e r s  use  

a l l o p a t h i c  m e d i c i n e  i n - c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  wi th  the  c o m p o u n d e r  w h o  act  

as a p h a r m a c i s t s .

In cases o f  major  ai lment  or when the si tuat ion o f  a pat ient  aggravates  

ser iously then they under  go t reatment  t rough qual i f ied doctors.  Some o f  

the pat ients  visit special is t  also. They do not  fol low the medicine 

schedule  and courses  properly.  Before get t ing totally cured they stop 

taking medicine.  As a result  somet ime they have to repeat  the course of  

medicine.

About  10 to 15 percent  people show their conf idence on homeopathic  

t reatment  depending on the variety o f  disease.

(g )  Mode o f  Treatment:
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A b o u t  8 to 10 p e r c en t  p e o p l e  s h o w  i n t e re s t  in f o k i r \  ‘k a v i r a j ’ and 

Q u a c k .  Out  o f  the i r  s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  s o m e t i m e s  they  r e m a i n  b l ind  wi th  

the h e r b a l  and  s p i r i t u a l  t r e a t m e n t s .

6.3 Educat i on  of  the Jh ec l pa r  s lum dwel lers .

Li t eracy  rate is very poor  amo ng  the inhabi tant s  o f  J hee l pa r  slum.  

For mal  e duca t ion  in the schools  o f  Dhaka  ci ty is very much 

com pe t i t ive  and expens ive .  Chi ldren o f  poor  parent s  can hardly  af ford 

it. They are the most  depr ived groups.  Most  o f  the s lum parent s  do not  

enc ou r ag e  thei r  chi ldren to enrol l  in the formal  school  because  o f  

pover ty .  The reasons  for lower  rale o f  ent ry at p r imary  level is the 

eco n om ic  reason.  I mmedia te ly  af ter  the migra t ion ,  parent s  try to 

e ng age  thei r  chi ldren in income earn ing  act ivi t ies  in the informal  

sector ,  mos t ly  as pickers ,  tea stall  boys,  domes t i c  servants  etc.  A few 

paren t s  enrol l  thei r  chi ldren in non formal  p r imar y  school .  But  

p e r cen tag e  o f  d rop-ou t  is very high.  The propor t ion  o f  chi ldren 

cur ren t ly  a t t end i ng  school  is very much ins igni f icant .  Obv i ous ly  it is 

due to pover ty .

1. P r imary  Educat ion:

Pr imar y  educa t ion  is compul so r y  as dec lared  by Govt ,  o f  Bangl adesh .  

Govt . .  N G O ’s, TV.  Radio are t aking some p r o gr a m me  for mass  

educa t ion  upto pr imary  level.  But  it has hardly any impact  on s lum 

dwel l e r s  and they hardly  send thei r  chi ldren to school .  H o we ve r  

parent s  hav ing  educat ional  backgr ound  are more  incl ined towards  

send ing  thei r  boys and girls to the p r imary  school .

(a) Locat ion  of  p r imary  schools .

There  are two o f  pr imary  schools  wi thin  w'alking di s t ance  o f  the s lum 

area.  This  school  is being run by pr imary  educa t ion  board o f  the Govt .
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free o f  cost .  The re  is one school  in s lum vic ini ty  run by a local  NGO.  

But  this school  is not  regular .  There  is a m osque  very ad j acen t  to the 

s lum.  Pr imary  arabic  course  is admi ni s t e r ed  there  by mosque  

author i ty .  There  is one " m a k ta b "  run by one “M o u la n a " .  It is 

ava i l ab l e  wi thin  the s lum.  Apar t  I'rom this,  there  are couples  o f  

k in de r ga r t en  under  pr iva te  m a n a ge me n t  near  the s lum area.  But  these 

schoo l s  are beyond  the imagina t ion  o f  s lum dwel lers .

(b) Condi t i on  o f  the pr i mary  Inst i tute:

There  are tw'o Govt .  Pr imary  schools  wi thin  wa l k i ng  r ange  o f  the s lum 

area.  One is a two s tor ied and the other  is a four  s tor ied  bui lding.  

A l t h o ug h  these  school  bui ld ings  are w'ell p l anned ,  they remain  dirty 

and unc lean  most  o f  the t ime.  Chi ldren  o f  the s lum can j o i n  the school  

in mor n i n g  and day shift .  Guardian  o f  the s lum chi ldren hard ly  care 

about  the school  admin i s t r a t ion  or its c leanl iness .

(c) P r i ma ry  schoof  run by NGO.

A local  N G O  is runn ing  a school  upto pr imary level wi th in  the s lum 

premises .  The school  has a r o o f  wi th co r ruga ted  iron sheets  and it has 

b a m bo o  wal l s .  S tudents  o f  this school  mos t ly  come f rom the slum.  

The re  are no benches .  Students  are t aking there  l esson s i t ing on the 

b a m b oo  mat .  The school  is admi ni s t e r ed  and t aught  by s ingle  lady 

teacher .  Financial  part  is looked af ter  by the N G O  and s tudents  get 

thei r  educa t ion  free.

(d) P r imary  Arabi c  Study:

There  is ano t he r  schools  in the s lum premises  for p r imar y  arabic  

s tudy.  The school  is run by the s lum dwel ler s  t hemse l ves  voluntar i ly .  

The  only t eacher  is the Imam o f  the adjacent  mosque .  Arab i c  class is 

held  eve ryday  in ear ly morn i ng  and cont inue  for about  an hour .  The 

t eacher  is g iven r emunera t ion  on month ly  basis  f rom the subscr ip t ion
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by the gua r d i an s  o f  the s tudents .  This  educat ion  most ly  re f lect s  the 

r e l ig ious  a t t i tude  o f  the famil ies  o f  slum.

(e) Par t i c ipat ion  in pr imary  educat ion:

This  part  is most  impor tant  which  por t rays  the s tatus  o f  p r imary  

edu ca t i on  in the slum.  Ear l i er  it was  ment ioned  that  parent s  hav ing  

p r im ar y  educa t iona l  backgr ound  are more  concer ned  to send thei r  

c h i ld ren  to the school .  We now discuss  about  the rate o f  par t i c ipa t ion ,  

in teres t  t owards  p r imary  educa t ion  b \ ’ the chi ldren and hurd les  faced 

by them.  Wi th in  the age l imit  6-13 years ,  total n u mb er  o f  chi ldren are 

509 o f  both sex.  Out  o f  509.  26 chi ldren (which is 5 .10%)  go to Govt .  

P r imar y  educa t ion ,  17 (which is 3 . 33%)  go to the school  run by NGO.  

and 28 ( which  is 5 .5%)  go for Arabic  s tudy.  This  ref lec t s  the 

w e a k n e s s  o f  the s lum dwel ler s  toward  re l ig ious  s tudy.  But  prac t ica l ly  

this  is unp rod uc t ive  educat ion  (to help this chi ldren in thei r  next  l ife 

and l ive l ihood) .  Total  13.95 % chi ldren go to p r imary  schools .  But  in 

t rue sense  chi ldren going for Arabic  or re l ig ious  s tudy  are not  

b e c o m i n g  l i terate.  So 43 chi ldren (which  is only 8.45 % o f  the total  

ch i l dren)  are rece iv ing  p r imary  educa t ion .  But  it is very s igni f i cant  

and ma t te r  o f  regret  that  dur ing end o f  the year ,  this  f igure wi l l  be 

fur ther  r educed  because  o f  dropout .

(f) Interes t  and hurdles  in pr imary  educat ion:

Whi le  s tudy i ng  ‘ interest* towards  pr imary  educa t ion  the fo l lowing  

factors  arc observed:

(i) Parents  having  pr imary  educa t iona l  b ack gr oun d  are more  

con ce r ned  for send ing  their  chi ldren to school .

(ii) Parent s  having  occupa t ion  o f  ski l led worker ,  r ickshw-pul l e r ,  

shop keeper ,  t ranspor t  worker ,  show interes t  in pr imary  

educa t ion .

3 8 2 8 4 '^
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>
(ii i )  Ch i l dr en  hardly s how any interes t  for going school .  But  some 

paren t s  compel  thei r  chi ldren for go ing  to school .

( iv)  Some o f  the parents  (get t ing acqua i nt ed  wi th ci ty c iv i l i za t ion)  

are b e c om i n g  ambi t ious  to send thei r  chi ldren to school .

(v) r-’r ee - s tuden t sh i p  in the Govt ,  school  and N G O ’s school  a long 

wi th books  and uni forms  is also another  interest .

The  f o l lowi ng  factors  are r espons ib le  for not  a t t ending  the school .

(i) Pover ty  and des t i tute  condi t ion.

(ii) I l legal  pract ice  o f  some school  author i ty .  This  is ano t he r  reason 

when  the parents  loose their  interest .

(g) Mas s  educat ion  pr og ram me  by BTV,

B a ng l a de s h  Te lev i s ion  broadcas t  a p r o gr amm e on mass  educa t ion  for 

adul t  l i t eracy in the af ternoon.  Because  o f  odd t iming the dwel le r s  

n eve r  w'atches this p rogramme.  There  arc two nu mb er  T.V.  sets,  in the 

s lum.  But  it may be noted that  this p r o gr am me  has no re l a t ion  wi th 

this  s lum dwel lers .
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N

C h a p t er  VII
C o m m u n i t y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  R e c r e a t i o n  a n d  A n t i - s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

7.1. Co mmu ni ty  Facil ities:

Communi t y  facil i t ies for the dwel lers  o f  Jheelpar  s lum is very 

inadequate.  Compared  to the densi ty o f  populat ion,  the facil i t ies 

avai lable wi thin the slum or its vicini ty can be descr ibed as negl igible.  

The slum dwellers are also living in a very unhygienic condit ion.  Jheelpar 

slum dwellers have very limited scope for leisure and recreation.  Anit- 

soicai activit ies among the slum dwellers are their but not very significant.

Dur ing the field work it is observed that this inadequacy o f  communi ty  

facility,  is beyond the feel ing o f  the commoners  o f  the slum.

(a) Classi f icat ion of  communi ty  facilities,

(i) General  Communi ty  facility

(ii) Water  supply and sanitat ion

(iii) Electr ic and power  supply

(iv) Sewage and garbage disposal

(b) General  communi ty  facility

i) Shops  and Markets:  There are seven shops near  Jheelpar  slum. 

These are most ly grocery shops,  vegetable shops,  ba r be r ’s shop and 

hotel.  These  shops are owned by some individuals  residing in the 

slum. Dwel lers  o f  the slum for their  essential  commodi t i es  depend on 

these shops.  These shop owners  serve key role in the dai ly life o f  the 

slum dwel lers  and to their  util i ty requirements .

It is found  tha t  m an y  o f  the d w e l l e r s  for  t he i r  e s sen t i a l  

c o m m o d i t i e s  o f f  and on v i s i t  Tong i  c o m m e r c i a l  a r ea  w h i c h  is

95

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



o n l y  one  k i l o m e t e r  d i s t a nc e .  U t t a r a  c o m m e r c i a l  c o m p l e x  is 

w i t h i n  w a l k i n g  d i s t a n c e  but  very  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  it is b ey o n d  

t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  c apac i t y .

(ii) Play ground: There are many vacant  land around this slum.

Chi ldren o f  the slum play foot ball,  cricket,  " h a - d u - d u ” etc. on

this ground.

(iii) Mosque  : In the Jheelpar  Slum 99.25 percent  o f  the dwel lers  are

Musl im.  Only three family which is 7.5 percent  o f  the total

populat ion was found Hindu.  There are two mosque  wi thin the 

vicini ty o f  the slum for the major  Musl im popula t ion o f  the slum. 

For the Hindus,  there is no temple near  the slum.

(iv) Medical  service and Materni ty  Centre:  There is one Govt,

hospital  and one Materni ty Centre near the slum.  They receive

free medical  services from this insti tutions.  In case o f  major

ai lment  they go to Dhaka medical  hospital .

>

There arc four private clinic within slum vicini ty but  this inst i tut ions 

are beyond their  economic capaci ty.

(c) Water  supply and Sanitat ion.

Water  is a life saving requirement .  But  there is not a single source of  

fresh water  within the slum communi ty.  Then how they are meet ing their 

water  requi rement?

(i) Wasa supply:  Slum dwel lers  col lect  their  dr inking water  from the 

different  residential  quarters o f  the adjacent  area.  This is done by 

most ly chi ldren and female member  o f  the household.  Some 

workers  take chance o f  bathing with WASA water  at their 

working place or site.

( i i )  T u b e - w e l l :  T h e re  are  t h re e  t u b c - w e l l s  a d j a c e n t  to the  s lum 

l o ca t ed  on d i f f e r e n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i te.  As  t he r e  is no
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f i n a nc i a l  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  a u t h o r i t y  do not  i m p o s e  any 

r e s t r i c t i o n .  S lum d w e l l e r s  c o l l ec t  t he i r  d r i n k i n g  and b a t h i n g  

w a t e r  at  t he i r  c o n v e n i e n c e .

(iii) Lake water:  The lake or s t ream is very near  to the slum.  Most  o f  

tiie s lum dwel lers  use the lake for their bathing and washing.  It is 

found that lake water  is dirty but slum dwel lers  do not  care,  due to 

lack o f  awareness.

(iv) Flood water  ; During rainy season,  after heavy rainfal l  water  

remains  stagnant  for days together  in the field. Slum dwellers,  

special ly chi ldren and old women use this muddy water  for 

bathing,  washing and playing.

(v)  R i v er  w a t e r  : R i ve r  T u r a g  is w i t h i n  w a l k i n g  d i s t a n c e  f rom 

the  s lum.  D ur i n g  h o l id ay s  and b e f o re  J u m m a  p r a y e r  s o me  

gen t  m e m b e r  can go to r ive r  s ide  for  b a t h i n g  & w a s h i n g .

(d) Electric and power supply:

The next  immediate  requi rement  is energy supply for l ighting,  cooking

and to run the electric appl iances.  The slum area comes  wi thin the

P D B/ D ES A  service line. But  there is not a single author ized electric 

^ connect ion in the slum. Then how they are meet ing their  energy

requi rement  ?

(i)  U n a u t h o r i z e d  P D B / D E S A  C o n n e c t i o n :  S e rv ic e  l ine o f  D E S A  

is p a s s i n g  very  c lose  to the s lum area .  The  e l ec t r i c  

^  c o n n e c t i o n  has been  d r aw n f rom the  n e a r e s t  e l e c t r i c  po le .  It

is f ou nd  that  an a r r a n g e m e n t  ex i s t s  b e t w e e n  the s lum 

b e n e f i c i a r y  and the D E S A  l ine man.  For  s uch  u n a u t h o r i z e d  

c o n n e c t i o n ,  l ine man  gets  r e m u n e r a t i o n  m o n t h l y  f rom the 

users .

Three  electric connect ion have been draw’n from the nearest  

const ruct ion sites. The site authori ty has regular  connect ion from
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DESA.  But  subsequent  connect ion to the slum has no permission.

^  This  type o f  unauthor ized connect ion with naked a luminum wire

might  lead to any accident .  It is reported that 7/8 years back one 

young  lady died with electric conduct ion in this slum.

(ii) Purposes  served with electr ic connect ion;  Slum dwel lers  use

electr ic power  supply for l ight ing bulb,  table fan, playing 

radio/TV,  Casset te and electr ic heater  for cooking.

^  (iii) Use o f  kerosine : Most  o f  the house hold use hur r ieane- lantern and

oil lamp fuel ing with kerosine for l ight ing purposes .  Dur ing rainy 

season a few number  o f  household use kerosine stove for cooking 

and others suffer  due to inabilit}'  to buy kerosine.

(iv) Use o f  fire wood,  cow dung,  dry leaves,  w'aste paper  etc: Dur ing 

dry season most  o f  the household use fire wood for cooking.  They 

purchase  fire w'ood most ly from the nearest  market .  Some o f  the 

household use cow-dung as fuel. Most ly chi ldren col lect  it and 

dump on their  courtyard.  Usual ly female member  o f  the household 

prepare cow-dung stick which is used as fuel. Chi ldren between 8 

to 10 years o f  age roam over  the town with ju te  bag.  They are the 

well  known “ tokai” . They collect  dry leaves,  waste  paper ,  broken

> glass,  metals  etc. Dry leaves and waste paper  is used by some

household  for fueling.

(v) Gas connect ion ; During the study it is observed there is no 

connect ion o f  Titas eas in this slum.
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■V

Table-12

Percentage  of  households  avai l ing power from di f ferent  sources:

Purposes

served

Percentage of Household using different sources

PDB/ DESA

Source

(Unauthorised)

Kerosine

1. L i s h t i n s

2. Playing

Electr ic

Appl iances

2.5%

5%

97.5%

Fire wood  

or Cow

dung

Dry  

l eaves or 

waste  

paper

Gas

3. Cooking

4.

Warming

1% 20% 70%

10%

9%

5%

Source:  Fie ldwork in Jheelpar  Slum.

(e) Sewage  and Garbage disposal  :

Sewage and Garbage disposal  is the most  dirty and unhygienic  part  o f  

the Jheelpar  slum which is common with other  slum o f  Dhaka city. 

Major i ty  o f  the slum people o f  Dhaka city have thei r  own communi ty  

toilet  facilit ies.  Jheelpar  slum dwel lers  have very poor  and unhygienic  

toi let  facilit ies.  They have no sanitary or pit latrine.  The whole 

communi ty  use "ku tcha"  toilets which are located along side the drain 

and lake. These toilets are covered with ' h o g la ’, mat,  bamboo strip or 

ju t e  strip. Foot-rest  are wooden planks and the waste  is direct ly disposed 

on the drain or lake. Because o f  poor  toilet facil i t ies,  dwel lers  are 

pol lut ing the lake water  and the envi ronment .  There are about  25 toilets 

for 410 households.  This is very inadequate for the total requi rement .  In 

the morning it is found that there is a queue in front o f  each toilet.  An 

odd smell  is felt, whi le passing across these toilets and creates very bad
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feel ing.  Maintenance  o f  the toilet  is very poor.  This toilet  hardly has any 

pr ivacy.  These  toilets are const ructed col lect ively and also maintained 

in the same way.

Some o f  the dwel lers  has got the oppor tuni ty to use sani tary toi let  at 

their  working  place.  Chi ldren use open space or drain side for toilet..  

Infants use their  courtyard which remains,  uncleaned for hours together.

The s lum comes within the municipal  services.  Municipal  t ruck and van 

col lect  garbage every day from the around the slum area.  Resident ial  

quar ters  o f  the zone are avai l ing the municipal  facility.  But  due to lack 

o f  awareness  slum dwel lers  fail to avail  the service.  They throw,  dump 

or dispose their  waste on their  cour tyard,  r o o f  top o f  the hut,  around the 

s lum and along side the drain.  These drains have hardly any out let  so 

these drains remain most ly dirty.  Li t ter ing o f  garbage in the slum area 

are pract ical ly a common scene.  The whole area always remains  with 

foul odor,  which creates dirty feeling.  This is a breading places  o f  

deadly diseases.

Lack o f  awareness  and unusual  disposal  o f  garbage is the major  reason 

o f  di fferent  disease like skin disease,  diarrhoea etc. in the slum area.

7.2 Recreat iona l  faci l i t ies  of  Jh ee l pa r  slum:

. Iheelpar  s lum dwel ler s  have very l imi ted scope  for le i sure  and 

r ecrea t ion .  They can hardly af ford any recrea t ional  faci l i ty and t ime 

to enjoy leisure.  Wi thin the l imi ted scope,  d i f fe rent  events  o f  

rec rea t i on  o f  s lum dwel ler s  have been ment i oned  below:

(i) Radio,  TV,  Casset te  Player:  Twenty  percent  o f  the household  

own radio.  They play it in high volume,  specia l ly  when  songs  

are broadcas t .  Two percent  househo ld  have casset te  player .  In a 

nea r by  hotel  (run by one o f  the househo lde r )  casse t te  plays
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round  the clock and in full volume.  Dwel l e r s  enjoy it much.  

Casse t t e  p layer  owned  by other  households ,  also play it very 

un sch ed ul ly  and loudly.  The  dwel l e r  enjoy it as the key 

recrea t iona l  mode.  Two h ous eho lds  have TV.  These  are mos t ly  

p l ayed  dur ing  night  when special  p rog rammes  are announced .  

Slum dwel l e r s  enjoy it in groups .  This  is the s econd  major  

r ec rea t iona l  a r rangement  for  the s lum dwel lers .

(ii) Vicleo-player:  Dur ing  the hol idays  young  gents  member s

a r range  p laying Vi deo- casse t t e  player .  They  col lect  it on rent  

for the whole  day.  They pay the rent col lec t ively.  Most ly  Hindi  

and so me  t ime Bengal i  f i lms are played.  Both  male  female  

m e mb er s  enjoy the f ilm show.

(ii i)  I ndoor-ganies :  A m on g  the females  young  groups  play Ludo 

dur ing  le i sure  t ime.  Some t imes  male  also par t i c ipa te  in p l ay ing  

Ludu.  A m o n g  the males  some  play cards.  P laying  cards  is sort  

o f  a gambl ing .  This  game  of ten creates  quar re l  among  

themse l ves .  Some me mb er  are very r egula r  and play hours  

together .  They loose all thei r  money  w ha te ve r  they earn.  Even 

they do not  f inance thei r  family and the family r emains  under  

acute  hardship .  Al though  they f inds r ecrea t ion  wi th p laying  

card but  it creates  an adverse  s i tuat ion in thei r  fami ly life.

( iv)  Ci nema:  There  are h a l f  dozen o f  c inema hal ls  wi th in  one and 

h a l f  Km o f  J hee lpar  slum.  Enjo \  ing movies  is ano t he r  impor tant  

rec rea t iona l  mode  among  the s lum dwel lers .  F ema l e  garment s  

w or k e r  and r ickshaw pul lers  are great  fans o f  c i nema  movies .  

They enjoy c i nema  upto midnigh t  and re turn h ome  on foot.  

Spec ia l ly  r ickshaw pul lers  spend a subs tant ia l  por t ion  o f  thei r  

i ncome for en joying  cinema.
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7.3.  Ant i - s oc i a l  act iv i t ies  o f  the Jh ee l par  s lum dwel lers:

The s tudy reveal s  that  it is not safe for the s lum dwel l e r s  to expose  

the h i dden  d i mens ion  o f  s lum life. There  are many  social  p r ob lem;  

i.e. ,  i n t ra - hous eho l d  quarrels ,  theft ,  drug addic t ion  and v iolence  

agains t  women .  Quar re l s  wi th regard to chi ldren is very common.  

Wife  bea t ing  is a lso a co mmon  feature amo ng  the s lum dwel lers .  

Some  t imes  quar re l s  lead to v iolence  agains t  women .

Var ie t i es  o f  the ant i -socia l  act ivi t ies  have  also been obse rved  dur ing 

my f ie ldwork .  They  are l isted as fol lows:

(a) Dr ug-add ic t i on .

(b) Thef t

(c) Ga mbl i ng

(d) Wo men- rep re s s i on .

(e) Chi ld  abuse

(f) Chi ld  l abour

(g) Violence .

(a) Drug:  One drug addic ted per son  can be found out  o f  every  10 

househo lds .  They  be long  to the age group o f  20 to 50 years.  No 

female  m em ber s  is found as drug addic ted.  But  some w om en  

smoke .  Profess ional  backgr ound  o f  the addic ted  people  is most ly  

r i ckshaw pul l ing.  Some o f  the r i ckshaw pul lers  are repor ted  to 

have spend l ion-share  o f  his earnings  for drugs.  From the key 

informant s ,  we have come to know that  users  o f  op i um is about  5 

% and l iquour  is 1.76 %. Drug addic t s  are r epor ted  to engage  in 

quar re l l i ng  wi th other  family member s  and they of ten beat  thei r  

wives  af ter  addic t ion.  There  are f requent  of fence  l ike drug 

addic t ions  and a l cohol i sm.  Sources  o f  these drug in mos t ly  the 

nearby  market s .  Somet i mes  these people  take drug in groups  and 

mos t ly  in the even ing  af ter  thei r  wor ki ng  t ime.  Two per sons  take
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i n j ec t ions  and have  b ecome addic tcd.  These  two per sons  are wel l  

k n ow n  to all the s lum dwel ler s .  An exclus ive  in t erv i ew wi th  one 

o f  the addic ted  person  reveal s  the fo l lowing facts.

Q. 1. What  do you do?

Ans.  1 pul l  r ickshaw.

Q.2.  Do you take drug?

Ans.  Yes.

Q.3 .  Why do you take drug?

Ans .  Its my wish and pleasure.

Q.4.  Mow old you arc?

Ans :  30 years

Q.5.  Do you k now that  drug is h a r mi ng  you?

Ans ;  yes I know.

Q.6.  Then why do you take it?

Ans ;  I d o n ’t know'.

Q.7.  Do you plan to abandon  it?

Ans ;  Yes I have.

* F r om the above  interview,  it is apparent  that  these p oor  peop l e  are

t ak ing  drugs  due to lack awareness .  They are ge t t ing ins t an taneous  

p l ea s u r e  by t ak ing  drugs.

(b) Theft :  Thef t  and burglary  are co mm on  inc idents  in the s lum area.  

Boys  and girls arc most ly  involved wi th this occur rences .  

I nv o lv eme nt  o f  out s iders  could not be ident i f ied.

It has been obse rved  that  on average  15 to 20 thef t  cases  occur  in 

each month  wi thin the s lum premises .  Stolen goods  are clothes,  

h ome  appl i ances ,  sandlcs ,  furni ture,  radio and casse t te  p l ayer  etc.  

When  anv stolen s ood s  set  ident i f ied inside ano the r  household
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then they get  involve quar re l ing with each other.  Somet imes  

m e mb e r  from other  famil ies  also get  involve in the quarrel ing.  

Af t e rwar ds  the mat ter  is solved or negot ia ted by the local  

"m a tb a r" .  It is learnt  that  about  a year  back there w'as a violence  

. occur red  af ter  such theft  occur rence.  One person was ser ious ly

injured and taken to hospital  with al legat ion o f  burglary.

In this s lum,  profess ional  theft  could not  be ident i f ied.  But  it is 

r epor ted  that  one t ranspor t  worker  was involved in p i ck -pocke t ing  

in the bus servicc.  But  when the individual  was contacted,  he 

r efused  any such involvement .

(c) Gambl ing:  Most  o f  the young male members  are involved  in 

gambl ing .  They play inside the skacks  or in the under  cons t ruc t ion 

bui ld ings  adjacent  to the slum.  Usual ly they cont inue  playing 

hours  together  from evening  upto midnight .  O f f  and on they 

involve  in quar re l ing among themse lves  dur ing play.  It is learnt  

that  on two or three occas ions  this type o f  quar re l l ing created 

v io lence  in the slum.  Some o f  the young male member s  jo in  

 ̂ " Iw i/sy"  (one kind of  gambl ing)  in the nearest  market .  This

" h o u s y "  t akes  place one or twice in a week from evening  upto 

mid-night .

(d) Women -Rep res s i on :  Repress ion on women or more -s imply

tor ture  by male members  on women is increasing in the s lum day 

by day.  More  usual  p icture  o f  women repression in this s lum is 

tor ture,  by their  husband.  Some t imes it turns to violence.  Law 

and social  rules are helpless  in this respect .  Some t imes the wives  

arc beaten inhumanly,  but no one dare to save her. They even live 

wi th phys ical  injury.  No tor turous  husband was ever  convic ted or 

rece ived any puni shment  from any corner.  In most  cases the
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helpless  wives  have to spend thei r  l ives with thei r  cruel  husbands.  

When the husband creates  v iolence  then the local " m a t b a r ” help 

the issue and try to manage  the gui l ty husband.  There  were  many 

cases  when  the tor tured wives  were to taken to doctors .  Dur ing  my 

f ie ldwork I came across  10 to 12 women  who were  havin® 

pe r man en t  physical  scar  or slain on their  body for inhuman torture 

by thei r  husbands.

Sexual  ha r assment  by male member s  on women  are compara t ive ly  

low' in this s lum.  Dur ing my f ie ldwork,  three such cases  could be 

ident i f ied.  Such incident  may occur  one in each month.  In most  

cases ,  unanimous  involvement  o f  the local ‘m a t b a r ’ could be 

ident i f ied.  As the mat ter  is very fishy,  it is hard to gather  

informat ion  o f  this matter.

Many  female  residents  o f  this s lum are working  in the garments  

factor ies .  These  female workers  face lot o f  problems .  They have 

repor t ed  verbal  and physical  ha rassment  as the major  p r ob lem in 

commut ing .  They most ly t ravel  to the factory on foot.  On their  

way to the factory and return to the slum,  they o f f  and on face 

teas ing,  pushes ,  pul l ing clothes  by young labourers ,  r i ckshaw 

pul lares  and others.  A large member  (63 female member )  o f  

. Iheelpar s lum were found work ing  as domest ic  maid.  They also 

faced t rouble  in doing their  duty.  O f f  and on they were  abused by 

h ous ewi ves  and some t ime received beat ing.  Some t ime they were 

harassed by male members  l ike dr iver ,  care taker,  secur i ty guard 

o f  that  household.

Five women  (who are abandoned  by thei r  husband)  are l iving in 

this s lum.  Dur ing their  early days in the slum they were  helpless  

and j ob less .  They were to mainta in  themselves  along wi th their
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two/ th rec  minors .  The " m a th a r '  and two/ three  touts  o f  the s lum 

used to harass  and exploi t  the helpless  women.

It is repor ted  that  two / three young girls o f  this s lum (who are 

wo rk i ng  in garment s  factory)  are also involved in ant i -social  

act ivi t ies .  They were rather  forced by the "m atbar ' '  and touts  for 

doing so. No w they are used by them.

Repress i on  by women on women also present  in this slum.  In most  

cases  marr ied  wives  are tor tured by thei r  mother - in- laws .

(e) Chi ld abuse:

Chi ldren  are the most  neglec ted sect ion o f  popula t ion  in this slum.  

They arc g rowing  natural ly in the inhuman a t mospher e  o f  the 

T slum.  Parents  do not take care about  thei r  safety,  secur i ty and

other  requi rement s .  More pract ical  s tory is that  these chi ldren are 

s ome t ime  beaten b\- thei r  parents ,  guardians  or other  members  for 

any minor  fault.  Somet imes  they are tor tured inhumanly.  Types  o f  

tor tur ing were beat ing after  tying,  sear ing wi th smal l  spud,  

keep i ng  them under  lock and key etc. Dur ing  such inhuman 

tor tur ing  no body comes  to rescue them.  Slum dwel lers  are less 

aware  about  their  dut ies towards  chi ldren.

Slum chi ldren arc also sexual ly  abused by many.  They get  

involved in sexual  cr ime even before a t ta ining puber ty.  It is found 

that  10-12 female child are engaged at di f ferent  resident ia l  units 

ad jacent  to the s lum as housemaid.  It is r epor ted that  these 

chi ldren often faces sexual  harassment  by male empl oyee  like 

care taker ,  dr iver  etc.  Somet ime it turns to scandal  and they loose 

thei r  jobs.  One inc idence  is repor ted when the young son o f  the 

l andlord was involved.
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Chi ldren  in the slum s leep wi th their  parent s  in the same room.  

. Ta k ing  some lesson from the parents  they try to apply wi th other

chi ldren o f  the slum.  These  chi ldren learn v iolence  from an early 

age and of ten have homosexua l  relat ions.  They are g rowing  up 

wi th devia ted se.xual behavior ,  created due to lack o f  space and 

faci l i t ies.  Chi ldren become easi ly lure wi th sweets  or money.  

Lust ful  person o f  s lum or out s ider  take this oppor tuni ty .  It is 

observed  that  i f  the chi ld protest  they receive  abuses  and insults.  

This  pain is di f f icul t  to quant i ty.

(f) Chi ld labour;

Chi ld labour  in Jhee lpar  slum is no except ion in compar i son  to the 

p ic ture  o f  the whole  country.  From CUS study,  there are 58 lacs

chi ldren o f  Bangladesh  arc work ing  at di f ferent  sector.  A mo ng

T which  30 lacs are work ing  in agr icul tural  sector  and 28 lacs in

other  sectors.

Chi ld labour  has been recognized as a source o f  abuse and 

explo i t a t ion  o f  the chi ld rights.  But  unfor tunate ly,  chi ld labour  is

> increas ing  due to pover ty  in our  country.  It has become a ser ious

pr ob lem for the whole  nat ion.  Due to increas ing chi ld labour,

i l l i teracy is also increasing propor t ionate ly  in the Dhaka  city.

In the Jhee lpar  slum chi ldren are 28 .70% o f  the whole  slum 

popula t ion .  Out  o f  this,  around 40 percent  o f  the chi ldren are 

wor king  at di f ferent  sectors .  Chi ldren o f  the J hee lpar  s lum are 

employed  in works  like domest ic  works ,  br ick breaking,  garment  

factor ies ,  tea stall ,  hotels,  pul l ing goods  in market s ,  p i ck ing  etc. 

Somet imes  parents  are not aw'arc about  the hard work o f  their  

chi ldren.  Because  most  o f  the parents  go to work place  in the 

morn i ng  and come back in the evening.  Some chi ldren work at
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cons t ruc t ion  site for br ick breaking wi th thei r  parents .  Some 

chi ldren  are engaged in market s  for pul l ing goods  and others 

eng ag ed  as pickers .  They earn and spend thei r  earnings .  They do 

not  cont r ibute  anything to thei r  family.

(g) Violence:

Vi olence  in the s lum is also a common occur rence .  Small  

inc idents  turn into violence.  Most ly  young  male  memb er s  are 

involved  in the violence.  The incidents  o f  quar re l l ings ,  theft  

occur rences ,  gambl ing ,  women  repress ion,  chi ld abuse  etc. some 

t imes  turn to violence.  Somet ime  male and female members  are 

injured ser ious ly and they are taken to hospi ta l  out  o f  such 

occur rence .  In each month on an average 3 to 4 incidents  turn to 

violence .  Behind the violence somet ime i nvolvement  o f  the 

" m a tb a r "  is found.  Somet ime "m a tb a r"  also take ini t iat ive to 

a dmi ni s t e r  the violence.

7.4 P o w e r  wielders:

A n ot h e r  scene o f  the Jheelpar  s lum is the out rageous  act ivi ty o f  some 

mu sc l eme n  or power -wie lder s  on these poor  earning group.  Al though 

these power  wielders  are very few in number ,  they have t r emendous  

inf luence  on the slum dwel lers .  T'hey inf luence and harass  the slum 

peopl e  social ly,  f inancial ly and polit icall}' .  wheneve r  needed  by them.

Social  harassment  by the power wielders:

These  inf luent ial  men very f requent ly  interfere wi th di f ferent  social  

events  o f  the slum people.  It is observed that  these men somet ime 

force the parents  to marry his young  daughter .  Somet ime  they use 

thei r  muscle  power  to the parents  for forceful  mar r i age  o f  their  

daugh t er  to a selected person.  Some o f  the p ower  wielders  o f f  and on
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get  involve  in quar re l ing with di f ferent  s lum family.  They br ing 

out s iders  for gambl ing  inside the slum area and somet i me  they take 

l iquor  etc.

These  p ower  wielders  somet imes  forceful ly try to es tabl i sh  i l legal  

relat ion wi th young housewives  and daughters  o f  the s lum dwel lers .  

The helpless  dwel lers  si lent ly bear  this kind o f  in tolerable  torture.

Financia l  haras sment  by the power  wieiders:

Financ ia l ly  the power  wielders  oppress  the s lum family in many 

di rect ion.  Dur ing new set t l ement  o f  a hut by any family or any 

ex tens ion  o f  an exis t ing hut,  they demand subscr ip t ion  f rom the 

dwel lers .  Otherwise  they do not al low them to do so. They threat  to 

evict  the family.  Somet ime they forceful ly demand  general  

subscr ip t ion  from all the famil ies  with r easoning rel igious  or pol i t ical  

issues.

Pol i t ical  haras sment  by the power wielders:

Pol i t i ca l ly  they somet ime force the s lum dwel lers  to j o in  pol i t ical  

meet ings ,  funct ion,  str ike etc, as per  their  will .  In the pol i t ical  

ga ther ing  o f  big par t ies  they supply men and women  from the s lum by 

t ruck and buses.  Al though they commi t  f inancial ly for j o i n in g  the 

meet ing  but most ly they depr ive them.  As a result  the poor  dwel lers  

loose earn ing  from thei r  workplace .  Dur ing nat ional  e lect ion the slum 

dwel ler s  are forced to cast  their  vote as per  the pol i t ical  select ion o f  

the p ower  wielders .
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-i
Conclusion

In fine,  we  can say that  we have nar ra ted the e t hnographic  account s  o f  

the s lum dwel l er s  o f  a s lum o f  Dhaka  city in the p revious  chapters .  

We have t r ied to highl ight  the major  aspects  o f  thei r  life and l iving in 

the present  study.

We have begun wi th the invest igat ion o f  the causes  o f  migra t ion  o f  

the househo lds  and the process  o f  se t t l ement  o f  them in this s lum 

known as Jhee l pa r  slum.  The inves t igat ion shows  that  both the push 

and pull  factors  are respons ible  for thei r  mobi l i ty  (migra t ion)  from 

rural  to the urban areas and the Jhee lpar  s lum grew as a resul t  o f  this 

ru ra l -urban  migrat ion.

This  s tudy fur ther  shows that major i ty  o f  the s lum dwel ler s  o f  

Jhee l pa r  s lum have moved (migra ted)  from Bar isal  and My men s i ng h  

dist r icts .  River -eros ion  have made many people  homeless  specia l ly  in 

Barisal  dist r ict  and these people  have ul t imately migra ted  to Dhaka  

city and many households  have set t led in this slum.

They l ive in smal l  huts which they themse lves  have bui l t  in the 

process  o f  se t t lement .  They call  thei r  huts as j u p h r i e s  and as they 

have cons t ruc ted  them by thei r  family labour ,  they also own them.  

The i r  food habi t  and calor ie intake has been descr ibed  in one o f  the 

previous  chapters .  It has found that their  average  calor ie intake is 

much be low the normal ,  what  they require.  They cannot  af ford what  

they need.  They have,  however ,  I'ulfilled thei r  need,  o f  clothes  by 

col lec t ing  second hand foreign clothes  (bought  at a cheaper  pr ice)  and 

by col l ec t ing  clothes  from nearby res ident ia l  quar ters  o f  r ich people.  

The s tudy shove's that  about  30% of  the popula t ion  o f  Dhaka  city are 

s lum dwel ler s ,  whereas  they occupy only 3% to 4% o f  the resident ia l
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area.  This  example  is enough to unders tand the miserable  hous ing 

^  condi t ion  in which the s lum-dwel ie r s  live.

The p resen t  s tudy reveals  that  the slum dwel ler s  are t radi t ional  in 

thei r  habi t s  and at t i tude.  They are t radi t ional  wi th respect  to their  

re l igion,  bel iefs  and ri tuals.  But  wi th regard to thei r  mar r i age  and 

family life,  they have become much l iberal  and they are less r igid in 

t radi t ional  p u rd a h  because  o f  w o m e n ' s  i nvolvement  in r emunera t ive  

work.  This  is the change,  that  has taken place af ter  thei r  se t t l ement  in 

the s lum.  They have become more used to urban life and begin 

accep t ing  urban \ ' alues and norms o f  behavior .  For  example ,  free 

mi xi ng  has become now common among them and mar r i ages  take 

place  wi th a very short  not ice but it does not  last long.

The  s lum dw'cllers are landless.  Most  o f  them earn thei r  l ivel ihood 

from ear th-work ,  r i ckshaw pul l ing,  brick breaking etc.  However ,  some 

female  member s  work in the garment  factories  o f  ci ty and thus earn 

thei r  l ivel ihood.  Some o f  the males  work as hawkers  and some o f  the 

females  also work as par t - t ime housemaids .  Cons t ruc t ion  work  is also 

a major  source  o f  thei r  income.  Af ter  se t t l ement  in the s lum they get  a 

j o b  in the informal  sector  a lmost  immediate ly .  This  is mainly  because  

o f  the opera t ion o f  social  networking.  But  the average  wage  o f  these 

people  is low and they,  therefore,  live below the pover ty  line.  They 

hard ly  get  j o b  in the formal  sector.  It is very di f f icul t  to improve  their  

p resent  soc io - economi c  condi t ion under  the present  urban power  

s t ructure .

The s lum dwel lers  are also l iving in a very unhygienic  condi t ion.  

They have no access  in the basic ut i l i ty services .  The general  

condi t ion  o f  heal th and sani ta t ion is very poor.  It is far from 

sat i s factory.
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The s tudy fur ther  reveals  that  because  o f  divers i f ied immuniza t ion  

p r o gr am me  by Govt ,  and N G O ’s mortal i ty  rate is now low amon g the 

infants  and chi ldren.  But  members  o f  the slum suffer  f rom di f ferent  

d iseases .  Hundred  percent  o f  them are suffer ing from mal -nut r i t ion.  

Ninety  percent  chi ldren o f  the s lum arc becomi ng  l i terate to “ the 

sense,  and they are l earning alphabets  & numbers .  But  among  the 

older  genera t ion  fift}’ percent  are comple te ly  i l l i terate.

Ant i  social  act ivi t ies  among the s lum dwel lers  are seen.  Due to lack 

o f  awar eness  they are involving with,  and commi t t ing  di f ferent  types 

o f  anti  social  act ivi t ies.  But  these are not very s igni f i cant  wi th 

comp ar i son  to those o f  the wi der  society.  The capi tal  ci ty o f  Dhaka  is 

exp an di ng  very fast and the s lum-popula t ion  is also increas ing at the 

same rate.  There  is hardly any ini t iat ive from any quar ter  to improve 

the condi t ion o f  thei r  lite and living.
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'A
Glossary:

-r

ajan

bandhak

hastee

hirani

hiri

durga

darga s h a r i f  

dhup  

eid  

f I r a n i

Fakir

gin

g a e -h a lu d

Hindu

hog I a

is lorn

imam

jhupries

j  he el par

Jum m a

je e l a p i

kavira j

kazi

- Summon to Musl im Prayer

- Mortgage

- Slum

- Cooked rice with sl iced meat

- A kind of  indigenous  cigar  made o f  leaf  and 

tobacco

- Who is represented as a t en-armed Goddess .

- The graveyard o f  a rel igious  personal i ty

- Incense,  resin

- A very special  day o l ' Mus l im festival .

- A ritual in which bride groom come back to 

paternal  house from f a t he r - i n- l aw' s  house af ter  the 

marr iage ceremony.

- f ieggar

- Genie

- a ritual in which a br idegroom smeared with 

turmeric.

- The rel igious tenets  the f l indus

- A species  o f  long dry grass used for sheds.

- Mohammedan i sm

- A Musl im leader  who leads in the prayer.

- Shant ies,  shacks,  huts

- Bank o f  a lake

- Prayer  by the Musl im people at Fr iday noon 

One sort  o f  sweets.

- Ayurvedic  pract i t ioners  physician.

- An author ised person who conduct  the marr iage
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k h e e r  o r  p i c s

k u l k h a n i

khas la n d

k i i lc /u i

liicfii

h i n g i

m a d ra s a

m a j a r  s h a r i f

1)1(1 kt Cl h

n i c i U i h a r  

mi l a d  Dudifi l

Dioii lana  

i i i r aDi ish  

p a r i  

p r o d i p  

' Pantha  

p u r d a h  

(I l i ra II 

r a m a dam  

r i c k s h a w  

s a r d a r  

s h a l is h

s r a d d h a

s amity  

s a d

- Sweetmeats

- I 'ollowecl hv a prayer  al ter  the death o f  a Musl im

- Ciovt. /private land

- Temporar}'

- One type ol' indoor  game.

- Nat ional  cloth o f  Bangladeshi  men

- A place or inst i tute where Musl im ch i ld ren ' s  are 

taught

- I'he gravcN'ard ol ' a  rel igious personal  it)

- Rel igious  educat ion centre of ' the Musl im chi ldren

- Headman

- A rel igious (unct ion in which people pra> lor an\  

special  purpose

- The person who teaclies the chi ldren in Arabic

- A diet o f  vegetable  food

- Fairy

- Candle  light

- Washy or watery food (rice mixed with water)

- Veil

- The holy book o f  Musl im

- The Musl im month o f  fasting

- Pul l ing cart.

- Leader

- Judgement  o f  culpr i t s  by the local headman and 

other  important  persons.

- A ritual which take place af ter  the death of  Hindu 

people.

- Co-operat ive  society.

- A ritual take place before del i \er>

1 14

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



sadka  - Sacr i f ice o f  animals  olTcring to the Almighty.

sar i  - Nat ional  cloth o f  l iangladeshi  women.

sa lw ar  - Wear ing o l 'wo men  for the lower  part.

idu - A soiind ut tered by women on Hindu festixe

occasions.

walima - Br idegrooms recept ion party.
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A MOTHER I S  POURING WATER BY A MILK POT 
DURING FEVER

WEMEN WASLING AND COLLECTING DRAIN WATER

A PATIENT OF MALNURTITION A "KUTTCHA" T O IL E T .
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A GIRL SUFFERING FROM CHICKEN POX CHILDREN INFORNT OF A SCHOOL

A MOTHER COOKING WITH HER NEW BORN BABY A JAUNDICE PATIENT
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A MAN WEAVING AND ENJOYING MUSIC INFANTS TAKING PANTHA

SOME FEMALE PLAYING LUDU SOME MALE PLAYING CARDS.
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