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"The kliasis are not merely an extenlion of proto Australoid
Mundaric raccs to the further east of hidian sub-continent, but
from ethnic, linguistic and cultural point of veiw, they have
closer and more immediate link with the Wa's and the Palaungs
and other linguistic and ethnic groups in Burma, Indo-China,
Laos, Siam (1l'hailand) etc, once included within the orbit of
what was known as further India, now more appropriately as
south-East Asia Nevertheless, the remote relationship of the
khasis with the proto-Australoid races of India is an established
fact, and many common cultural traits survive the vicissitudes
of racial movements back and forth, as will be seen presently.
l'he forefather of the kliasis, who were a branch of Mon-Annam
family, as has been noticed above, having been detached from
the main body by a wedge of the I’ibeto-Burman people
pressing upon them, entered the confmes of India, and pursued
a westward migration until they were finally established in their

present home." (J.N. Chowdhury, 1996: 65,66)
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<IRyN 7P*~ Barkataki™Fhe remarkable plateau of
tlie Garo-Khasi- North Cachar Hills isjoined its eastern extremely
by the Patkoi Range to the Himalayam system and by the hills ot'
Manipur to the Arakan Yoma of Burma,” (Barkataki, 1969:29) i
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a JFMP¥ ~sra vii® ~oiMo " Ellinologically, llic khasis arc
different from the other hill tribes of Assam. While the later are
supposed to have migrated from the south-east. 'I'heir Mon-Khemer
speech is still spoken in combodia and pegu and anthropologist
have noticed some common customs and habits among the Khasis

and Malayasians."(S.T. Das, 1986: 45)
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NGANN A=iSfe) MFTTON fe”™ rsiHa "m--r4c<pin I Mat
re><>\M - MYIRwIA ‘Arsrj ?Tra '~chtr v " The Khasi Mills

from the western portion of the district and the Jaintia Hills the
eastern. The Khasis inhabit the Kliasi Hills proper, and die
Synten”s or Pnars, the Jaintia Mills, the Later hills lake their
name from the Rajas of Jaintia, the former rulers of this part of
country, who had as their capital Jaintiapur, a place situated at
the foot of the Jaintia Hills on the southern side, which now

falls within the boundaries of sylhet district” (Gurdon, 1907: 1)
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Arahs SIQ[ TR A ANRyKHd m m A3 37&i5 fIFT | fi.
971\ ©. ()3g00)) " The head of the kliasi slate is the
siem or cheif. A Kkliasi state is a hmited monarchy, the Siem's

powers being much circumscribed.” (Gurdon;1907: 66 )

;?nfel ATsrStfSN Arai thh
w A ISfS , ""Before independence, there were fifty
syiems or kings in the kliasi Hills with as many kingdoms. They
were in some respects like the "free" state under the Britisli

rule." (fe"T, t >



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

-ajR 313 B5R5 >ag “siral sira ra, OTf%?i" sjiS a fsigyi fepj"

sjfen gsnHal few, ( siem) ?rra sifSfej 5toh -ag? 5p, TeTHU
<) 1 fACI5 >1N0CciM BRA Y QA Bk dd
«iifen 3*ii?rai graff aig 5rs?i i

fSf~ MSijiE<i”( East Pakistan District Gazetteers,
Sylhet) <d(d<yd, ' In some remote past a section of Austric
people called T'sin-T'aing or T'sin-tien or Synteng and later,
Jaintia along with other groups of their race known as Kha-chai
or khasia migrated from china and ultimately establish a habitat
in the hills now known as Khasi and Jaintia Hills where they
established a kingdom having an elected chief, Headman or
Rajah (king) from the Jaintia group. Under the king they had a
headman, for each locality or clan. While the headmanship over
a clan was elective, the kingship was heriditary." ( E.P.D.G.

Sylhet; 1970, P-45,46)

AfSH  35hijj  (ss)b-s)) , " ERB «IBEH aoMH R
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N 55 , ' Independence of Jainlia Raj remained
undisturbed till 1835 when it was annexed to the liritish
‘lerritory on the allegation that British subject were kidnapped
and sacrificed before deity kali, by some Jaintia people and the
king refused to do any thing against such a heinous act. The
young king Indro Singh was taken as prisoner to sylhet and was
given a personnel allowance of Rs. 500 per month. Thus an
ancient kingdom established several hundred centuries before
Christ, and renounced for its pan (betel leal), pani (crystal clear
w'ater) and Nari (woman) and widely talked about in other parts
of India, was totally annihilated."

East Pakistan District Gazetteers ; Sylhet: 1970:51 J
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