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Nt Woinef (caste system)
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n wiw fg 1% ~ |
<[wn CWrrwR (Fildvvork research) 8 2 f~
(Participant Obsen’ation) FirH i ACINTISINC'»
Tf?,=Truii*ra &"5rra "'weTR <r”6fr* Siin " sticts
isrrrrfp Tjvirs
2|sn '3 A<hifri [
>|riC<r*r I CNJT? (71, <I™MMR Ae<NMMIPMED JQOiE;  <H\s|f<h

I V4ifr-<T> n~r<j'ni £fw~ vpffrcfsp”? cl# n
itfi IsPT w i ¥mncw * miTw—

The anthropological method, which involves direct participation

and observation in the ttield seems to us the most useful method

tor the study ot village communities in contemporary

Bangladesh. Because we think we can gain insights into the

society and culture of the people whom we are in\estigating

through intensive fieldwork.*

NN A sfiw n | <ij<jhr<) AMRT
N hecvs onf? sns
<I< C57™ <5CAI5, <i<',5, "Mi3le<5 1 0J*'ljH]j
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mi SR >5d 54 Coli

(<MHI AMM<I>g*-‘ib i ¥nFv7MI%<5 -S? —

IWTO ct-

Living in tiie village with no other business but to follow native

life, one sees the customs, ceremonies and transactions over and

over again, one lias examples of their beliefs as they are actuall)

lived through, and the full bod\ and blood of actual native life

fills out soon the skeleton of abstract constructions.’

STiPHI A ATy T

NIFAC*MRE><1 0|jMACAS<! EF%T)i=TH 2ITA | £jT51-5tC<I1H

fArra c”, AT'-srici Me"* L$" —

It seems to me that we can possibl>' get a picture of the Muslim

society better b\ anthropological study of a pre-dominantK

Muslim village of East Pakistan than b\ the simple assemblage

of a huge mass of statistical data. In the absence of any

significant scientific information about Bengali Muslim society,

anthropological studies of small magnitude will help us a great

deal in getting a correct glimpse into our societal mechanism."

X0l 0ftaTa a1 A Sine
W5*T5 I <i*<T-1t3

3 NTinis™ (5TAN ) TPTOSAT?,
>1 (711 AN viT<3T*rN 5THfsfA
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Andre Beteille. 'Q

n | Beteille —

Despite the absence of clearly defined procedures for making
intensive field studies, a great deal of the systematic information
that we have about social reality in contemporar) India is based
on this kind of study. Some of our best insights into kinship,
religion and local level politics come from intensive studies
made by social anthropologists using the method of participant
observation. Although this approach has so far been used mainh'
in the study of village communities, it can be applied to the

investigation of practically any sector of contemporary society.’

(<PACw
fUT. | Andre

Beteille 12", ~ —

i'he relations between a single village and the wider social system
of which it forms a part are comple.x, and veiy little will be gained
by discussing at the outset these relations in abstract and formal
terms. Suffice it to say that it is possible to stud\ within the
framework of a single \illage man\ torms of social relations which

are of general occurrence throughout the area.’

ch, A onfr
Nl snw “STiig A "oo-b
WC6?" s6IRT | 3la n
2TSl c«.™ 1
afiri -jTifi; <n? "oob- >11Mm |
N~ Cha A 2fnrrsr%l 515

C*ra A5 .7 Mv2"US5? x0 0 1l
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-srn:” xi- N [t fPicti»i w i mmn— (7).
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caste) | stTW WR:A A twspr— y jr™q
(Brahmans) NN W (Other upper caste) I< AM'SA'hC'S™?!
yjsf ~A;TTw % 5ntr Nef-Arpry 'A)idd fAryi Myrn
>f5|R'Si mJfSTKS? yjr«f MTPITI £ fAtr A
"q9aTi?; CT?er™MQ fer?% i i SThw N AN"'Ne- "t \>ilsit
(li's ii'i €c3n) A (frransiin msTTA) — BSE »
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TN Asicw <1 <3 'srtT T I > i]” worw i
TfsrirrQ 0 A | m5p/~rszM AT nlw» ~7fr
»fl% N ofsra "snfArnn "SjTrjrsT! -p T A 'sr™MiH A M I'f |

*31~ m5mNs wKH R'»i5th nf%=#F"

A FIMPpTWANIET<«rs f2(5frfr A Nrrftn

(ritual pollution and purity) =TMWer ZTTA NMSTKA
/W\ﬁ7_ijrl\feiT/‘T 5m A AMsife ¥rf% wi, f*m , tw ffn i
wHTmrra cfign noan w i mm lw ?
CNSIVH Sfiw n —

The Hindues of the village are main!) divided into upper caste,
lower caste and scheduled caste. There are a nLunber of
hierarchical endogarnous divisions among the upper, lower and
scheduled castes. The Hindu caste hierarchy is mainly based on
ritual pollution and purit). while the Muslim status groups are
based on the traditional ownership and control of land,

education and on differences in styles of life.'

VEIJO 'Sfr*rrfs/ ai <T?TiT V) V<LE
infiwT" SRfTnzTi srcv A e i
— "37 ifc-i:5 £MkeB" ATA -j? <'Ti
A cr 1 wnrsr Axrr?:cri n
3n-2iTif<7i » | n "wrs? afirfF Arrin
c’f'mi n I r"<2,1n, c®N, N - f A B AR
< -— SINC'St | 'SJTA Nordod
mi |
5" TS n
oi[fiMBTfX* sm wwra A T A n A
>1r12)vsl =TT« | W s i< [ STsn
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wf 23 S b e
wmi CFm N [ wiwi N 1 CT-toMm
N owrwsTTN TR 5w nrY JT
wmn <T<u'=t A

sm? NN ta AN
N APk AN AeNe T
Psm dKh srg A msimwtt™ A AN BTt

A i>2rT (71 A AT(?T<i'n wsrra 1% rN «<t=""<jr N 57T
7512 'SIWT 2fsJT5IN WT5 52 Andre Beteille-» Caste. Class and Power :
Changing Patterns of Stratification in a Tanjore Village Efr o A
ar? Beteille §"2I*? -SN sm ™ 'snfAn,
| A N N osmw?
NETTwi Asnf%A<# 5n=1. X?2?2 WifAT-grkfr?2]— <£;? n
Kif3 | dijr? cfichi a <
" ¥Bl— X sRTilS Beteille » <ZANN sffwW
vrrhcf] f?frr Beteille » <)<-21<
ATFfsTfe 'wliini 1 2Tnn" n Beteille-»

Till the end of the nineteenth century caste played a part in
almost ever)' important sphere, and tlie social, economic, and
political life of the \illage uas dominated b\ the siiperiorit\ of
the Brahmins. Today man> spheres of Ilife iiale becomc
relativel> independent of caste, and the authority of the
Brahmins, who once enjoyed uhat ma\ be called decisive

dominance, is challenged at every point."™

QGTT 1772 ;<< VSO j | o<

A KoK ¢ A5 wei td
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<)f3n IS T<| froi Sco-~'f??
N 2BV 1A ST Aswi A'S
a? Wwitr's N Srtvsi
Beteille-'Q =T <t-w(,5» ii»*ajf. il SIRM | Beteille —

Caste names among Non-Brahmins have been wundergoing
transformation by a process \shich seems to be fairl>
widespread. Members of a certain caste A begin to adopt a
particular title or surname B and soon they return B as their
caste name. As a consequence, members of the same caste may
return different caste names, and sometimes members of

different caste adopt the same title or caste name.”

chn wa Nlwi SpwW?
-yATirfsrn i §t"="?re sum -Q arfrnf

gMTiTi Beteille | —

Today, with the disintegration of \illage handicrafts, many
specialised castes have almost entire!} lost their traditional
occupation. Sometimes it happens that a communit\ is a
specialised caste only in its name, uhich is not infrequently that
of some occupation historically associated with it. \shereas in
reality it can hardly be distinguished from the generalit} of

cultivating caste.""

Louis Dumont-~* Homo Hierarchiciis ; The Cusie System and Its

Implications |

WICSTBT 218 |
T5r75r5?M I Dumont 'ir<5 Stlt "3
<3118 Z Lu-~"
Ty . . o l% A frrATE A <o H
Dumont — “The caste, unified from the outside, is divided within.

More generally, a particular caste is a complex group, a successive
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inclusion of groups of di\'erse orders or le\els. in which different functions

(profession, endogamy, etc.) are attached to different levels."" Dumont

A m'frftn

(ritual pollution and purity) i

i|<j BTGy <Pib~ "J<St-R G. S
Ghurye 1 Casre And Race In India 53T Ghur>e (7*Th”
V | Dumont-~" *f'S\ Ghurye-? C"'Q "si< otil

rn”™ 5T| i Ghurye si<vn  i%%

1. Segmental dil\'ision of society ;
2. Hierarchy;
3. Restrictions on feedmg and social intercourse ;

4. Civil and Religious disabilities and privileges of the different

sections ;
5. Lack of unrestricted choice of occupation ;

6. Restriction on marriage.

Ghurye 7 piCSfCti'»

1 n 1 Ghurye
“The Brahmins are declared to be Gods on earth. ...The functions of a
Brahmin may be said to be teaching and officiating at sacrifices, and his
aim v\as to be preeminent in sacred knowledge. To achiel’e this, a
student's life (Brahmachar>a) was enjoyed. To this course, it seems. onl\’

Brahmins were generally admitted.

Ny, TTs M. N. Srinivas-'"~'* Village. Caste. Gender and Method
2T5 "5"~r$TA <j< - 5 1

TT5R5 <)<>m
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(endogamy) (commensality) | snT5<'f >

n Gir?2l TfTsnfen ifrhicn + Srinivas-"/ — “The
esscnce ol'hierarchy is the absence ol’equalit> among the units which form
the whole; in this sense, the \arious castes m Rampura do lorm a
hierarchy. The caste units are separated by endogamy and commensalit}.

and they are associated with ranked differences of diet and occupation."'®

Srinivas-A"A A n crn'3 AT)<IN A N
f, ' T»rra msrTifTTiit irr»Tti« n
NGTT! mma Srinivas 2W*t \ C<TO" 1%
A 'SF, RT» asiWwT "TITs M1K) mSTTP? 2T5<%f
c~*n 1 Srinivas — "When a caste wants to rise in the

hierarchy, it may adopt theBrahminical diet. A striking example ol this is
provided by the Lingayats. Some Smiths also hale adopt the Brahminical

diet, hut others have not. The latter are consequently regarded as inferior to

the former."*' Srinivas 'si? AN (11
A SR'firra 855177 ArS"STS 9fM in
SITW'S WIW ! Ao I
SHTA dTihzrr < ) ' i (@& * j ~ ~ A~ T 5 F i v < r
I
<<% pi H. RisleN-* S
<PiCA~ i Tribes and Casie of Bengal (1892) The Peoples of
India (1908) 'sITtrr, 73N Risle>-» <un
| Risiey » (71, w5T2rfk
NFE(SN I~ w=T<ffiryrg 00 ? —
[ i 2N A4 Tin 2.0 < |
i I t'-.] (sub-caste) i
P T



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

o. ‘TPTmfi, sfg~shrft viiv r<ic™M[, "sn”,
TTfvf iflijo ©@=20=1 -)~ (clean Sudras) n N
n 519R1 am 'T'i (Tiw rft ch-?n A i
8 . n n c " CATfnMrai | mSA”I'S
% p | ~-~0=t? “nrpi CXGITT A~ MITIgS. ZITVn;--A

C'i'STn » £T5™ <1 ™ |

(t. m5lif5’q] cnrff fei ~w t%»rg msrro qj*
W 2 CA/r ¥t A cnH frn'3 n
lcnh*:, Nif-'>i, il? A Risley » sm®
'b. A A*=f WK5 ATEN, W M % ?n

cMTTfi a"»f5 enyt A1 2r™ i

S . n | S oTR:" cot, ""TSTH,
uCTb. £ fn
Risley (TI*TIM SiTfo<]r <TW «@SWCY-), 'T?prr MArv<r 2
m3r>*A f A Ol AteUA-k A w

m*Tar "T*'Q3 Caste Kinship and Comnnmiiy (1986) *tT~" 5fi7n

GfIr fel M-Siffti <AWCA' ASFffA nNTT?
AsrTfen'f ircfj <ni: | -5T«TA ¢c=i-?2n:"
(7f-AMA*I'Q 1% N W P K" — "This book is based on an

intensive study of the social organisation of the Dule Bagdis. a backward
caste in the Jaynagar region of west Bengal. India. The Dule Bagdis are
one of several sub-castes into which the Bugdi caste is dilided and
constitute an endogamous group localised in fort}-ti\e villages in the

Ja\nagar region.
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ANsnr.wcra A«f?i'=n oc<ic™ i
'woA <rv5! Asnrr-T A
STjr t ef <NJjrojvicf ir/Ki I X ANm -
c<(> N mSTiGii'ii'l CM"fR5 A Bangladesh Village : A Sliidy oj Social
Slranficaiio)! {\97S) ii]? 5fi:* TIRIf C'SMI? 5nn
ANWSEI<P iiAfij-IJPT  Ae*171 A Asnfr=f AorR:=TrM
A i5T<AN | c5Ti:M=ir m iw,nTfpn ~.<r
I -fI? —

y The upper caste Hindus ;

® The lower caste Hindus ;

0. The Scheduled caste Hindus.

— fr'srrfen (7 N f%frrrnfirg
«ir<>xidi N 31Mr<liflii<b I CM5IWA MTTM— “This dil'ision is hierarchial.
based on the concept of purit}- and pollution and sanctioned by Hindu
religion. Birth determines the position of an individual in the Hindu

society of Meheipur

sfHsra afii® (caste sub-divisions)
TSfr =TA AV | * Q1% 3TN N
A (upper caste) | (™-'e?r'=f (lov,er caste) |

An-n5fffe(caste sub-divisions)

m”prra, ¢’TinFn, "snf* a "~ c¢" "™ i T-n »
5nwn (Scheduled caste) | ATTCNS
FANETWA | 2pfS~ i

— "The Scheduled caste Hindus are also di\ ided into a number of

caste sub-divisions on the basis of superiorit\ and inferiorit> s
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SRS "57 >I' « , a <ii<Arn aT A"l ifi<f igfi,<r.
>jvil(,s?'3 | u Sht> Dy, — n
il<if.»i*1 frars T " % L'«jC?" —

the Muslims of Mcherpur are ranked as high and low in status
The high status Muslims of Mcherpur are known as khandans
and low status Muslims as girhaslas. This is. of course, a broad
classification of them. Each of these catagories is again sub-

divided into a number of groups.”

\A. I*'si oT[™ Fli)%hi-\{usUm Community in Bangladesh *TT"
EWSTTA MW GITTFi 2j7°Ti~r7 5i1% ] srresra "5?rfr< trrfn
<rWf:'5~ | Srfr ~Asifr snsKn™rg >jificsr

rhe main purpose of the study is to reveal social stratification
among the Muslims and the Hindus with the same theoretical
frame-work discussed earlier. Accordingly it is hypothesized that
(a) Social stratification among the Muslims and the Hindus
follows the caste pattern. The members in both the religious
categories are divided into a number of hereditary groups. These
groups are mutually exclusive and form a social hierarch}; (b)
The degree of rigidity of caste stratification is indicated b> the
degree of unanimit\ among the numbers of a community in

assigning a group of particulat rank."

i'y5' dfTnrircf "L«

yvEc<Tf. <3 i . i i frr - - 3 73 i *8

"Tsrrfn 'S *e>)

<711 i7" \' T 5ITSI
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...in both the religious categories, cach caste has its own burial
or cremation ground. Among the Muslims, in case of emergenc)\
one caste may use another caste's ground. F5ut among the
Hindus, each caste has no way but to use its own cremation

ground. Thus, in this respect the Hindus are more rigid than the

Muslims.A"
oTihi'I'f
| c<icjty '5ri,<r’ j'5»ira f<w7r?? <ix?j
1] M <3 A f<IC < 1b A1 A T T 5flc A"<5 'fp M i s7<"
SI, CA "pTIN (71-
TR i<S T «-i " "rrfK on A <?<y;
‘5~ efrrfin A~ -3 T ~
CTFfw ~
SiKA(?il [ A fifTTsra
1
¥1n @) I >i<'=1 ANTAG vsc< Em? MITCA'Q

orr™ RArsfiR w - i —

In this village about 5 p. c. of the population are Hindus, all of
whom belong to the lowest castes of the Hindu social order. The

hierarchical order among them is as follows ;
1. Porters.
2. Carpenters.

3. Weavers.

4. Laundr\men (some of them have adopted barber’s occupation)."’

A2 Arw?*ra Arrrn A

0iTC=T["* £Ef4AT A (secondary
source) i

ms\mrs cpihi "c=Tfbr 4wrIr j ~ A

ollC silb '~f " |
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Q
< sfhsnn '757=175 <fi30’H Stler<i silfr<i'f
<\</]< wra 2BTPT cnwfl | w sfirsra ~snfrrf <f7 4
wsrm ‘'5(~17A7 C?R;-«ri] MMATA-srra
o tim r wors orh o iiw ib H in As oporA £ 1A
9571 ~ 5 AC<hr<)ACW <L AC < IrtApoac o '= 11D oftw
sm AsTKerftr \ A Agji<R2nA "< >m< A
mATiLg boH| <lc=1 I AT
frs 2 j A S t:m - » t iriv q f Vs 2 oin n w ib if
Sn*wr? vsTfA AWittT w #?2J Asnfr=f <ijw 7 AN
‘G 3N, An?rfwch N ?2prr?! tw ffA sm
w iw ib H t wmip?2r A™M<;(:5 A3 'borfe st
n n n ‘AsrrsrnTA i
snrsra y ftn AT Arf
A==fi<pi m M Arrrfefr n% n wt va”® i sijm”
~5T<r5%, KB cATA >"rh,
c " iTj™ |
N2 f Ashjrat WS5TR n ii«Tr™ | 5jn:A <t

i

N rictrWign

Ef# A

>5M9N —

S5JTTSIN ASTffA=f ‘TplIT i<]'«ir<lvs "*"<fyrA'n

(i) 17~ >i*iti> wffr=f <j<i-Mf, (8) mApra
\S £fA, (0) 'srifr<If T
ST NFCfeCh IT:~
MTPTTiI? fATSTH ER=rA7/i:=n, A
STTe W ¢ o VTKN o e i, oo
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'5fC5]1~fer?rr, chitwi<i, <™l iz~ £~ 3Tomr<n
cei5[TT30a g fifR . \ WoITSA2HS
3'»TRA WT 51?2~ on?»n w N =f 0]1%"
A "TO 1~ 1wnb ft#2i "™RcbhcNi AL '<n
8”111 MNict ew 4w} 1N 'oj<]Nf M<i<\b«M=i'i>( 2PTs
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STAdra MCGH

w trA £Ef% ~
1 » ARTsn:

'‘Q MAS?5TI ; WRT<! A5f £t <1AN W LA ArrsTTEA A 'S
AnvTfsn%”  oPTS$r5i i .ar*<h oeir<jrn Nw h/sN'Q
i<jlib7<p-» (I<ij?iri <)<%' Br oA 7A s 2 f 0 Q i3's'"J <‘K'.5 o
gpTSfr A-*1 A m, (i":~b--ib'es)
shrfhi Arrsnfn c# ztsw” frprch mjts”

| w3<i ~  NFVYSCis'| — "Comte had

great admiration for the Indian caste system, which seemed to him a

paradigm of social stability,"" sT5"5r?j <Tpr?
AAR'lIb'-ira A5A A <rrfTei j3<l 'Q  fai<rIC*1A MC=irATA UL
W I |
» N EI<i "TP5TT ~ Caste system orfMTB'” Caste 'i"*"
Ani4 A~ sTemA | §J? mSTS <-'ALi'> (71,
Asifnstn "Nen G TEnnfsTA »ujj “snfr’ (caste)
m» A A2f?2T5 <j<;ti<l | 'S (casta)
m»P/N Mtl% ~ N (race, lineage, breed) ".'"A 'BITI 2T~ i X5 casta *"
caste A W1 5i,<'M i* MjInC<in
castus N pure ) caste N *
TheOxford English Dicfionary-Cscaste-'"*i® feS A«nb
I Caste-C» '3T™*rnT" pure, unpolluted or unmixed stock or
breed sfAfvrgem” 'STHANTIE
caste » I "on la w s cr,

CwT I w n 9l 1
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ch«f <w5f7:7
fACrC< i2t*T5f5" Mpfij) CfTflIN CYWRT™ caste (~ A/Sfff?)
N <j<5i'3 <@ | S5TT-«f<iv2eHi<i| wYr-frnsrw casle system-'A7
5% 1 @< ti y{°N> WT2I<TL = TR iA AST)
'S’Tpj«  STig™ WT =TIC | 'STsrrSHAWFY Vidsabhushan D. R.

Sachdeva 'castc'-"AA N r-2fiwh-—

The word 'Caste' owes it's origin to tlie Spanish word 'Casta’
which means ‘'breed, race, strain or a complex of hereditary
giiahtics'. The Toiliiguese applied this term to the ciasscs ot people

in India known by the name of ‘jati',"

5ri*id>M4 | n

ejMANdre Beteille caste-"* -S"Caste may be
defined as a small and named group of persons characterised by
endogamy, hereditary membership, and a specil'ic stUe ol lile which
sometimes includes the pursuit by tradition of a particular occupation and

is usually associated with a more or less distinct ritual status in a

hierarchical system.™”? M, N, Srini\'as-'"A" '5r5>pTTC?
SiTI%El«n 5?2<sTfni ~5 ;" STrrT%?.
I CT*n 5 j5.»if?T5 caste system-~" TS <

| 'SIT®— "A crucial feature of caste is its intimate

linkage with production. Or rather, the process of production in traditional

India cannot be disentangled from the caste s>'slem as it operates at the
\'illage (or other local) | e Y e | . n

" 571~ | N5 CTt#? JVST

Bk VEI5 %, <"*5 p'TSr~ Colle\ 1 1ii'"”’

— -When a class is somewhat strictly hercditar}'. we ma> call it a

caste.
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7Tj:"sf.,rr<j.=e'?" castc-~" Q
| R. M, Macher castc-"
"When status is wholl} predetermined, so that men are born to

their lot without any hope of changing it. then class takes the extreme form

of caste."™ ‘«sf<imjlcr<] ifHITO *TTYVES  \iIRWj
(unique) snATifA a»,H T. B. Bottomore |
TerNTjTT---

lhe Indian caste system is unique among systems of social
stratitication ...The /ati.s. which developed later and which
contmued to grow in number through the extending division
of labour, the incorporation of tribes, and to a lesser extent,
the operation of factors such as religious innovation, are the

basic units of the traditional caste system.”

i il <G £ Ririsre
| N SrfTHIT

I~ Anderson Farkar-~" ~foil's i NiftA<CH

of social class organization in which the position of individuals is the
status hierarchy is determined by descent and birth."" spT"Ts al
G. A. Lundberg-~" “ 3<) I Foimdalions of Sociolog} £T? l.undberg

------ A caste is merely a rigid social class into which members are
born and form which they can withdraw or escape only with extreme
difficulty.Ct] ~rTsnfA- WTAT?; f»h5, Arnold
Green-~n '-'S'/i S A I Green — "Caste is a system of
stratilication in which niobilit\. up and down the status ladder, at least

ideallv mav not occur.

"Caste i
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'5'Kil<) »M<Jtai™>  AL<]<jrn ‘1A TLWA,
Louis Uumont-'A A | Dumont-""
fAfr R > | AWT3U — N,

...the caste system dilides the whole socicts into a large number
of hereditar) groups, distinguished from one another and
connected together by three characteristics ; separation in matters
of marriage and contact, whether direct or indirect (food):
division of labour, each group having, in theor) or by tradition, a
profession from which their members can depart only within
certain limits ; and finally hierarchy, which ranks the groups as

relatively superior or inferior to one anotlier.™

j% 3 ©

r* L remt'> yi<ic® €5~ *1 <s F i-c? J*(«ni
N 't™n n I
4 N Scheduled Caste — untouchables ~ "'<**n3 | (71

civn

9J1<5C\s1 ATRIfSTN 'STAFtL 'Q 5t50si-*" S-SK
i75TA 'St 'Q 3rATTVA i« *7~ STir7(75rr v «;vf <"*i
N 55 1 A —

“Yirnef CETI (2 2 iC™ P T S

ATJINcfr A |
:0S ' <fa w5 A A <tf 5o ] C fire'll CilTK -irr'vsT H)"
mil? >rS CA. -nil. Nin?, Wl
W1 (¢4 G CT "7/ 2N <Ti ol | Ti>< 2
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AL NGTTTha n MWT'S, 1%CH5
-sjTN c™niih 2fin nra I~ sPTCH
ATn577-7<5 Am?i A c s "
35t<] 5]firn” <SCAINCIN— ANTT WI (7L «njfec'S
s A it 3N r T—"S. 'Qf < WAQ O>Ub
NQ¥F A i’ — “Mig<i "'T'sri s«f ("TAyMh~) ~ Avwo\
cN'?n ir~~ ~  "SRTt Iwra 5T*-fT:” n ANotworfA o m#!
ini 77 i TTAM- 5rsh<n TiTw r Tfifr, -JTMjrj ~-2rRis7 fs:9ir A
ATGTTT- ifi7n | Ne o oiw e Bracn o
A 1 n n STRTT "TO A~ 1”7 '3'""M 't
mpra 'SKNM'G "srAMiEw M onit«¥i A icl src? Mviicje N
fon;-?2n;h— “#7°3 3tatin A n ttr c”rk?i 1 ftsf A fAsi "sptSs 'TC?i
u At A et S5ANN W orj srh=f
n TR, VIFSM&T M3TTF £frft? Nl
ORT" 1%fA Trrr?
AZY] A A\si™>'< Romila Thapar
»issc<is” ?2rnoN w* fAHj>|v)-ns7 <=ic\s r ¢~ T ",
w. AN A A SrrStATA “fTAsr? Atjow f
A iT»rsi -51QW (27k:n NeBj N'SY|

-m 1'Gt cTfTTA ~ —

3m=Tmr mg;w™MgT" Ns ol
n 5itrg mHT*fC5* Asrsr2r n
Sifvic'T! 3t ['t'hl VA A
SRI ~ *ijan N B Qe i)
AMVA-VED olTCA, n4  C)jscel i3

(\ertical) AN A A 1
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zr<=1, W TFr! AT %& *3 | X?
A5A - CAKTH c3n CTITT STATIT A

<M=LSHUSIm - A<=k T T<I">ff<if. fvisiw A (THT "5l w

AT *N<'a3l® G, S. Ghui've Caste and Race in India 'SfTY, W<T

(o i x? C5%5TI

Aj:N — Brahma. Kshatra. Visha i Ghurye-» WT<I— "In the Rig\-eda.

the earhest work of the first period three classes of society are very
frequently mentioned, and named Brahma. Kshatra. and Visha, The first
two represented broadly the two professions ol' the poet-priest and tlie
warrior-chief. The third division was apparently a group comprismg all the

common people."n

Ghurye Pwushasnkta '<rjm n
CT, cw k:? >rrsTTfe? %rref==" % ! i ii"? Fra
— Brahmana. Raljan>a. Vaish>a. and
Shudra i Ghurye — "It is only in one of the later hymns, the
celebrated Piiriishasiikla. that a reference has been made to four orders of
society as emanating from the sacrifice ol the Prime\ al Being. lhe names
of those four orders are gil\en there as Brahmana. Rajansa. Vaishsa. and
Shudra. who are said to ha\ e come respecti\ el> from the mouth, the arms,
the things, and the feet of the Creator. The particular limbs associated with
these divisions and the order in which the\- are mentioned probably

indicate their status in the societ\' of the time, though no such

interpretation is directh' gi\en in the h\mn.'""" 7372%"
Ff? A MPATTS'A V <rit \S 2PTCA
A "5T7TCN Ghurye » »

The TciitUriva SanihilLi. for e.vamplc. ascribes the origins of those
four classes to the four limbs of the Creator and adds an

explanation, fhe Brahmins are declared to be the chiel because
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they were created from the mouth, punning on the word 'Muklia’
('mouth’ and 'chiet"). The Rajanyas are vigorous because they
were created from vigour. The Vaishyas are meant to be eaten,
referring to their liability to excessive taxation, because they
were created from the stomach, the receptacle of food. The
Shudra. because he was created from the feet, is to be the

transporter oi'others and to subsist b\' the feet.

A Ghurye-"
n n Inrfk *» >ET?i 2
Cri% ™) % nrri ls>->A7
-n<P *fT'5£rCA <TTr
‘U prfr?: msrs MG ¥1
“ic' —  'ST<i 3
m5irrcf.SM7y<?) xSTKSTTHH M. N. Srinivas 3 <
SpsTWCM <-r.<IC5'- | <r-il'o«n
f?2:*n CAKTH ~A'1' A57/A5"™ A | |
oi<siJn Ji) ~ CSR Crsy A
“mpran ii-<6 ir?cr3 "srtrz
fe¥pn 1J. H, Hutton Casle in India fiRTI
Hutton-'il* WRMMra n ASTsii '5T5 3NT)Ti
a)-rg STT? 5.f~'1
aA x<f- AT B cmft v < >tw5T
Tins.' (237 S

00
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i£lt >'t5i’ *1 Nt | = A <>r<Ml OT, 3RJ
?rccfr a f37%5wsT9 (T<fnisi wjjw A°ig T'3 irra"NiTh

ii.,iin -Mra' f5m A wrsTnTin <p?ird iz N — X'«AN Ar<fr fATW A
fo#7.-21 AT FAQWT’ MN&'s mN'% 01 '-*5 mSTKSH 2[f~
<';'f? 0."""'n< NP4 W *'? flfa-c<i'3Tn'ST <3

5T7rr>s #M->ii<T?:< v xij x? wiT " « # ‘5n-=r-rR:<i> 2r<rirc*ra

«4SPnfl>7 » e

5ii"'<sM Af<c<”™ 'iICSI T. B. Botlomorc-'Q AMtisli<'Ar?d

Q | SAI

msm Atk 20 Ar< s £ i Bir liy A
S¥Tg<Ti™ A n BTN 2R>T*1 | K. M. Panikkar-Aanm A
n >C<™ CNLTS '5'AA(,*;5: 0?2~ 'Ae*!
n 1frapTTvS Tl '5:T "''>iVib w
2T«Tf ™A % 1 I ft"tpTSmrSi » <3 <raT! 7rw,T;?» ®mSTRrvATT

<cl5icNi<( nT''siT:?2N —

The notions of karma, dharma. and pollution hale figured
prominently in botii religious and legal thought, and together
they constitute a doctrine which is undoubtedly one of the

principal sustaining forces of the caste system .’

> s dife < » wore . TT < <heariccin
B3’/ of *R] (unique) ABN)ir*psh <'o'.<.S™ LT\ T<ryT?. vj\s '
MINTW BTG w e 3 5<TR m s itk

< < — “The conccpt of pollution... is

fundamental to the caste system and el'cry type of caste relation is
aoverned by it,' *fifr iTPgfT™ "fpnr~ iTAMn'a

2TKITA~ 51 ~ <'i; ?2"52 rr | ~ s <7

ng
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A C™35f5c¢ct  <jif.<d | <f.U][f.*4i(,<i<j

«r?ra— “...the notions ofkunnu. which teaches a Hindu that he is born in

a particular sub-castc because he desened to be born there...

a fi~ (histitution) iwra

YRIBR 4 CT. <1ME19.720 <1r weterTro
A ASTrw.«f? ~sfF iii? 1
n Veena Das — “In sociological literature on
Hinduism, authors such as Weber (Garth & Mills. 1948 :396 and Srinibas
(1952 : 12) have assumed that (i) caste is the fimdamental institution of

Hinduism, and (ii) relations between castes are essentially hierarchical." '

« i < ! ‘i X1? C AN

0*1 'StWRI "SNi A i
f3. w5110 U (.run
SnfiJTiT) B c¢s?!™ afifFif <I'f <i<?i<l fzfr «T?

I t<nrT*™ Nitha n i

(71 ~'3f5 Tftit
*fTr CIP'— "0nRKIT (W A1) | R<3T:5
<R>W n TU
TiTO bwcn I w r ",
n cNE.T(7<t, ?2«n *fi>r*nT#3 T fnrp ET A
‘eIl 1A iX <!, "AS ] mM ATATWT?I X<To
NG ¥iipe “frrEt 'tk sfffR ~irnrs'~ W Ssrw
Ni-s.-cTAgf As[<n ?f57i5rMi i”® c</MfD=ij'sS ~ JTANT A-X
crqTrrfi A sferra

I An Introduction to the Study oi

oe
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Indian Hiatory C ~ft Sit'sfes (71, "MT
-gcf-fwsR c?iw £ffen
W A-W ATW W f £f% rn
T w | ? <7~ i< G e e f

M*T TMt>i‘l*% 'm -sjim 'Siwra (iV'bS-iJr"o) N -
551" A off% f|»  <ic<icM r'* fw
William Henricks Wiser™" Louis Durnonm" < ?tr
33175 3W ?rc?fr 37 1757 ] ars]® b51HTO
-N<nrs5 A ?2rpTASTA #sn ¢c*rmTAH lrc-~ o '""i i
£ffr W W BN WTTA AN, A
di-sR <HW<AMD F T A M<iii(<l<i ¢ A A i®
*i(>ii5i fArN -sjnhn SM A g~h-tw An:An S>IHitoT<*i
SrfsTA-"Wi'T”’ mr>r5rVi<'<s CITTTT 1V
" L1218 v £TV=i fef*f ~'Tra onwnr:#
5TF*nfr  oixHrti<pU'i<d fQsl<hs | gTsMIA 'BINA
‘iiistonograph\' >i< GPRN< "ra<>Ti "
5T «T?n it Sim CT, pRI n
| C¥fRA ?sin
n — ANsn'S 3157~ n Sffr AT T
fr'p 15 ~ » <5'T.i CT, C=TTCWf CW i 2?27-'An
(7TR1 Cu<h "5ri7nn

Veena Das 'SM".>i'*

ccn

‘571

The rules formulated tor the kaliyuga. howeser. forbid Brahmans

to perform sacrifices for the 'lo\ser l'urnus' The lower Wirnas
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are enumeratedas Washermen, Lealher-workers. Dancers.
Musicians. Fishermen and I*hilas. Here the expression 'lower
Varnas' is clearK being used to denote certain 'i/f." and from our
knowledge oflndian ethnograph\ we know that what the.se castes
have in common(except for the Bhilas) is the polluting nature of
their occupations. Thus it is clear that the Brahmans are being

forbidden to render ritual services to pulluting castes.™

wra ”
15" ~Ni<rra
o | f, 12~ E£ 1S 1T » 1 %% G
Ghuryc Aia 0 5= i Class. Custe and
Occupation Ghur\e -3? CT,
i]TAf35 <AMU‘A C#*H AA £(n 0
5T «r?n \ A< >a<?
'Q «TF» 5:1 >Sn?
(jm\, I iTTf?; ~ fe»ra £ffswra
I "398 c*jTjpvT5Tf Nh -
'y\* - | 5. ¢ ,i ' i< 7. <r-*I""<R;3? -n".> 1
AMSFT2rf I AsHi Q A

I A<r'T A « R

re5riii*ra Noykt MITstN INe>ic< £ £~ T'riti’ |
orfifrrfi M>KE''L' * 1150 AT E W\i |
(seti/ant) 1 A A
AA fe?) (TRPTH Sir<<r,| ®

*15 7 > X ih 1*25~n
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N 3-2m”™ Trsrrsf-tfAsw ™ ‘TAU'T

<TT> <>WC5" 1 —

STi.ivi 5561 Sinl "> ffa <™ i CAM? e MY,

ET5fir? tA'st 3 vitvi 'wm' CWI wSTpr<j7,~Trff? rrrsj
c«n:A CNGTTT, :riv”? Kfsrs
I mr % 5~ Cfii/lt ™IS CT ifl<nij sfArATTHl p5«1 oTTS
(TfrTT MRic( fPE>Q(TFTA CT TTfc rrstTsr (rmg]”
M<j7-siST C 9| fro0sffftn ANrrinfsen
|Hn i%” (/jstrfs™ IwRra Arl<=m Hfsjj "< ift
I C Mt-sm rr” % n i
C<AV|>17RS? yA.=f21 (TTTTT  "sfY~ 1061Tl | on'jpWST £f1%i%~ % T
Fpf<=n n AnW fAT 'sA "STTiSr v3CUK-"
(TirToT | EPITA M *f?  >1i:c7-'5riti>-<|'r? ai-r
oilws — “vsnwiTSt C5R” | WPTSTTA
glfo I"xs fw A wooA vs A Froef2 1l t =7 PTvTT®
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‘7T AN, cSTh, A, 5'Q'M,  NMABAE

Cfv e o th L VTR, 24 ann f o e <3 Wl e 1 3 Te<T(Tin
n n VIPt) SA'T oM ALTA W A Iv*rit A OTSTRT «r-M';'r
£ fr# » * 3 A A En ATSTRT
n [IIEAY CANAS | N-En#W 37
tfiovT <fur<5ig® 52" ; wra n i
n 1571 A n ANEfr?2il%n N < r M
n SIMT <irdC=i '5j7,sf" £iT # 7 AFIT n
b7 " Efraf% "~ #TCH™ 'tr:?! I'®" £fr?il% i:* cwuS'Q
'SifNiTm 'S 1%™ 2H ™ | NN NSTTSrrfsfh
:g"WT55 Tfsrtwrn %T  ‘TfTr* Veena Das —
In explaining the Varna scheme of relations, it has been olten
assumed that the four Varna categories are homologous
categories arranged in an hierarchical order. The hierarchy has
not been conecived as linear. ...According to this mode ol
argument the Varjia scheme first posits an opposition between
Brahmans and others. Next, it posits sequentially the
opposition between Brahmans and Kshatriyas. on the one hand,
and the rest of the population, on the other ; the twice-born as
opposed to the Shudra ; and finally the Arya opposed to the
Dasyu
"BT<rS*<] j<iiv >1[iJ'3"-slla<I®  -r .ji c"<i
irr-«m weir A vit?
G 2.3 ' AT A i ~ .V
3 1< rfT A 5718 5 «T7.g f7 STTA"- [ S 335t (T friT »
olRjXI* NN I — ®N . <I'Vi, 'S "575W5.
'Q CSASTTi >ii*.3:< X I € »<lild
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N *jVv eiwi SJiH 57N Aisheh i 1'rASTvin
>jli>j'g <R ‘G £1W AMTTSIW 01?2 Vr/l<T CW T <TI19j%T ?2Tw A, ("iTsj*
AT "STfAsf

<ij<-Mra '5 [fr6 AsTdr 123 "o sn fth

'S ANEi«n '3 >ir*ijiirji<> iic "

N 5?2 orw w frs 5?ifA<i< wfikKi w i;'»
MK <3Sl " 5 | <licr ¢ Mg AWO'G (TfTRA
fiftjrj (2fr fwer | <TW7 w y\i mstTPTBi 3rK:?r?'t
>ib<M5i t%]?*r*r5w 2 A mmn i (ti msi"ifr A

vs] jTij* \s” NTfiji »TAN I TfiTrsnr~A™ 5ii*™*<R
(Sanskritisation) e*sKM -STIWI CbwCH CT, £frftr W f C 21~

SINCSi ferrp ™ ft?f | Social Change in Modern India (1989) *'1'$”

21712 3 lit(< I'n £. ft'< NwsITE T2 <5

n v £EN ArrsTffer sffen i sfferra "snifrw ANoworfworn

3 cnrft wM", fri* 8 'tii<; £-

mArc' vfrd % Nofei T~ 17 <<m' >
ASTIfA-IAAJIC 'H AT 2] |J< SPATEATH 2T A LAt A

Sanskritization is the process by which a 'low' Hindu caste, and
tribal or other group, changes its customs, ritual. ideolog>'. and
way of life in the direction of a high, and frequently, 'twice-born’
caste, Generali) such changes are followed b\ a claim to a higher
position in the caste hierarchy than that traditionalh' conceded to

the claimant caste by the local community."

— ITAN A 0“6?;" "A$,rs? >rr5nfe?i5 A<AnNE A
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m\rnirn™- |sprn — “The claim is usually
made over a period of time, in fact, a generation or two. before the ‘arrival’

is conceded.””

"»T<rs5r<rL? <T<r5T<i i
jiw  £j?n i »<<q I iTi <i'11;T2T
i."A n n
(Urbanisanon) (hidustrialisation),
'51”~ (Modern education), (Modern economic system),
<j<i'"l (Modern legal system) a"5h5 I 'G
.« ~\]_.i | X ?
W ! -EInt 2T A
S5TIW “alw tI~, A~ WSTPT aa>i-v’.s<5 ANuKAL yfiu
friTs SnArfni i
n msr:A w Nz AR |
fef% ~ m5Tf5n1%" i.f-5! m2i'irr'2 '5T=TCA A5IX5  <C=1
7T5n"-7igfw% T "PijvivD * | w f A
Sil. CA Hifirsl <y<ECS — “It will be interesting here

to note that in an attempt to conform itself to the requirements of the
Indian social system. Islam in India patterned its social classes roughh in
imitation of the four main Hindu caste divisions. 'I'ne Indian Muslims used
to 'fancifully' divide themselves into : (I) Syed. (2) Mughal, (3) Sheikh,

and (4) Pathan; the Hindu counter-part being ; (1) Brahmin. (2)

Khshatriya. (3) Vaish”a. and (4) Shudra."*"® <TI<™
AN swmrM-'srww, Avvr? twffr 'GN
EfrA< BTTT7A»ITA TH: ~ | SPTSfxs' W I "TO ~"WTS?-
WR7TITM -§? '5t51T5 —
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Even in the Hindu dominated Indian societ). the social
hierarchy among the Muslims is not like the Hindu caste
pattern. Thougli stratification among the Muslims in India
is comparable with the Hindu caste system, there arc also
important differences. Caste exists among Indian MusHms
but it is not like that of the Hindu because some of the
characteristics of caste are not found among the Muslims.
Nevertheless, caste among the muslims in India has been

directly influenced by the Hindu caste system,

34 rN'Vi.r i
5j~5T ~-£IT 5 '~ 3 '3 rfr-'s 7Trfrtr[n 5w )< e
TTATTIN
twrl% s NQ
571 |
sinfra (Varna) W 3'Q, (Caste)
sv2TAN <T77p;i i]li, n. Rislcy-"
A'boo StR1 ~ I M[%! » T A Vim
'iFiavl 7 n cn "~
»7?rfre <d Fifer s.t »f<TTr=T" c*rw
c-5:,= A*<1 £°?
(TTATE s™irr? n aiitTnrriT;
A5T?rShj <f.wci-" snrsra >IN cs? <®WSHi'.<
iT1->3 QT Vv oA o<l | > teem <licIrn'ra
2fA<ATE T3 A<iriT 5 dit.'JLi |
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Manu and olhcr authors who had codified the rehgious laws
had peiniitted the acceptance of wives from the lower Varnas.
However, in the kaliyiiga the Brahmans were not to be
permitted to accept wives from the lower Varnas. These new
rules which restricted the acceptance of food and wives from
other ialis were to be strictly followed by the residents of

Dharmaranya.*
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If a Brahman committed a murder, then he was to perform the
requisite act ol penance in accordance with the procedures laid
down in the Dharmashastras. If a Brahman, a woman, a child
or a cow had been Killed, then a Vrata for the duration of
tw'elve years would have to be performed. Drinking liquor was

to be regarded as sinful as killing and according!) punished.’
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“The upper caste Hindus can speak in standard Bengali, which is not

possible for the scheduled caste."”°
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The members of the upper caste take food in lower caste families if
they are invited by them on the occasion of marriage, annaprasanna
(name-giving ceremony of Hindu children), and such other
ceremonies. But they do not take food in scheduled caste families on
such occasions. They take only sweets and water. The scheduled
castes arranges sweets for the upper castes on such occasions.

Separate sitting arrangement is made for the upper castes."”



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

ra<i<rt»i (Ti-2rf f>w (.5 fAofathy Aem<fRd msrfit'S i ferh-
tHTTTTvA A*r7 gftg A I 'str i]A
nNe N N«T w f mmn f%-?rn» ni??"
mn*iTrai'iai»ii K. S, SiiiRh-'iJ™ i The Scheduled Caste w0

At present there are no restrictions on accepting or exciianging water
and food with nighbourmg communities. They can visit the same
religious places, share sources of water, and also take part in festivals
along with othercommunities. Cultivator-labour relationships,
commercial links with other communities, and also modern

intercommunity linkages, are forged and perpetuated.”
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It is difficult to deteimine the nature of social stratification
among the Bengali Muslims during the nineteenth century. The
traditional ’fancifur fourfold classification of the muslim
society in imitation of the four main Hindu caste divisions does
not descibe the character of the Muslim social structure. ...In
Bangal. on conversion to Islam from the Hindu social order
most of the converts assumed the title Sheikh, and others (who
migrated to Bangal from outside or were converted earlier)
according to convenience and their economic and social status,
began to claim to be Syeds. Mughals or Pathans. It seems
that if we classify the Bengali Muslims of the nieteenth century
into : (i) Ashraf or Sharif, and (2) Atraf or Ajlaf wt: would
possibly get a better pictuer of the nature of social stratification
among them. Generally speaking, the Ashraf or the landed
gentry claimed noble ancestry, while the Atrai. or the toiling
masses and peasant proprietors could not lay an> such claim to

noble ancestr\
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A khandan is he vvho is long associated with ownership and control of
land and has at least some education and who can be distinguished from

the girhastas and kanilas by a particular style of life.”
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There is a difference in the way they speak the Bengali language. When

a khundan speaks to a girhasla. he speaks

in colloquial

language but

when he speaks to an outsider, he tries to speak in standard Bengali,

The girhastas can never speak in standard Bengali, They always speak

in colloquial Bengali



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

A VA% *] froilw
nt'3¥f ¥in | ANTsjgMghMQ £ ffA Nl AT=Tre <MmA N Arifj
m3n %N ~ MWTi TifeTi A >f2.5° -G Asn A

| W £ H *
n n FiT:r n chw -Arrd nfw sra > fifr
ATR <licd ™
A rin cTit i Arsrho A msfrck
?7l,csow g W T snTiviTi C=ff~r aTTA™ "TTf? n

frirra I 5JTw” ’]m?? nfr'<ircAn fw m j

I f*w~ fes ~ it smAira Mi'* A
msnip's |

ATifkf "rc? ~#5f) | -2,
msni’t n I Arn:n
A*j<n cMTwt  iMwl7TA <p?j*Ni's T'W | m5rt'Q?n-"ffAjrA
w i friTA w i 's A i
-2 T n ?2r ™ £pjj 'geM N I *e 2 m'mr
St c” 5i7q I T ~ fiftrsra f° 1%N i
srrora grm ifr 7 VAr% ? m'tr? >, sfm w A
s <ra | C<ho <v < ,<'n A <T?2T1 '314,7i
ATSIIA A A
9 fpfft<tfl”r o ]T 2?2 H T p fA >1%J1C"S7<1 '« <I(<IHjjc>1 'S ||fr<5C %
£ |"n m tr (71 v N fA >1AICUSTH
y " cAnfthr ((?iN, “w i, cAfrm AT A) A
i£]"?n TJ5]|'4" "S fs A <PC<1C5* | ‘S. CA™. m~Tfw "
"STIN ANBHES N<i[<]NjL>id 1%f% n
m5TWA | E. Gail-'S oiirMfl "srt wYS <GICG ¥ Ctiwe >|VilvST7r<.se*

brtr



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

aiTr*! i y<iR™M)Tv”A F»Rb A
j<v3<iR (71 iT?i "5TT5nf® “"srhiwi 'irRtAK:A <A'nif.i ATR?, cj'Oi N4 E(5rr2i
Ne5ETCAN "N L A 'm W A ABLL i, £iw?i 1~
fptm ~, £~ "STrA A ATM fer m5r#rf-"%I1% 4117
fen ?7:i ’ira lorrsnitT”A srarm 2 V-*irrrn, iN--A-TIA,
TfTsnjrir "tfsA5T31. % 3 ffesjisr® 7s
"STia fent ~ prf=T5j >i“]JICSt® m~rrsjifr yrArTTAH,
W fsral EITA <ne<d™ o

v/\



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

<
NG Arrrew A mKm  ArrsTTA n i
A51#ch ~Ayr/\ 'R AC T At n n '"NT Tsnfr
m5TovV" 3 m'vV'Aan(ij WT <--ii<.ri A
1:5tfAfw TA n w <fAMC? ct w ffA'A
=117 n n n I CT ~ W Tfr<f <TW
n CT'sMi w i mmri ii'Hi*"— f%r?H, w fAfr f*m
nip oA, 3}5; 3Tith ATprA tw ifA 1w os ifw ot K.
Singh Wfl%"< <0<rn B~ TIiiTR £R<A te
<f, N5, A-senTi T j%i?2nwr(:h ii% " (-2t —

The caste system in the modern age has undergone several changes.
These changes are to be seen in the form of new trends. The trends that
are visible in the caste system are of the following types —

1. Decline of caste SLipiemacy;

2. [~quality among all ca.stes;

j. Relaxation in restrictions on food and drink;

4. Weakening of the restrictions relating to marriages;

5. Changes in the occupational pattern;

6. Improvement in the position of lower castes.™
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Thus in recent years caste-syslem has changed its patterns
Restrictions that went with the caste sometimes ago are getting
relaxed. In spite of it, it cannot be said that the caste system has come
to an end. It will undergo further change infuture. It will disintegrate
only when the democratic values getdeeprooted and the country
makes good deal of economic progress and industrial advancement
then new economic and political structure will emerge and it will

change the pattern of the caste system.
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Men might rebel ; but in the end they usually make their peace.
There is no room in hidia for outsiders. The Arya Samaj, the Aryan
Association, a reformist group opposed to traditional ideas of caste,
and active in north India earlier in the century, failed tor a simple
reason. It couldn’t meet the marriage needs of its members ; India
called them back to the castes and rules they had abjured. And five
years ago in Delhi 1 heard this story. A foreign businessman .saw
that his untouchable servant was intelligent, and decided to give the
young man an education. He did so, and belore he left the country
he placed the man in a better job. Some years later the businessman
returned to India. He found that his untouchable was a latrine-
cleaner again. He had been boycotted by his clan for breaking away
from them; he was barred from the evening smoking group. There
was no other group he could join, no w'oman he could marry. His
solitariness was insupportable, and he had returned to his duty, his

dharma\ he had learned to obey.*”
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Veena Das. Structure and Cognition Aspects of Hindu Caste and Ritual

(Delhi : Oxford University Press, 1990), p. 63

Veena Das, ibid, P. 63
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Anwarullah Chowdhury, A Bangladesh Village: A Study of Social

Stratification (Dhaka : Centre for Social Studies, 1978). p. 99
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Anwarullah Chowdhury, ibid, note No. 20, p. 99

K. S. Singh, The Scheduled Caste (Delhi : Oxford University Press, 1993),
p. 17

A, K. Nazmul Karim, The Dynamics of" Bangladesh Society (Dacca

Nawrozc Kitabistan, 1980), pp. 12'-28

J. D. Cunningham, A History ofthe Sikhs (Calcutta : Sanyal and co., 1903),

p. 31
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William Crooke (editor), Qanim-i-Isim by Jafor Sharif (London ; Penguin

Books, 1921), p. 13
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Anwariillah Chowdhury, ibid, note No. 20, pp. 87-88
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Anwarullah Chowdhury, ibid, note No. 29, p. 87
E. Gait, Census oflndia-1901 (Calcutta, 1902), Vol. 6. part-1, p. 193

sVfi WO fxH, B>, << %

K. Singh, Social and CulturalAmhropolog)’ (Lucknow Prakashan

Kendra. 1993), p. 213
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K. Singh, ibid, note No. 36, p. 215

V. S. Naipaul, India : A Wounded Civilizalion (Calcutta Penguin Books,
1977), pp. 171-72.
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