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relation with the Arab world go back to hoary past long before the

rise of Islam, there was brisk commercial contact between Indian
and Arabia and the Arab traders carried India goods to the
European markets by way of Egypt and Syria. Elphinstone has rightly
observed that from the days of Joseph to the days of Marco Polo
and Vasco de Gama the Arabs were the captains of Indian
commerce. There were large number of Arab colonies on the
western coast of India and many Indian settlements in the Arab
countries. Ubulla, for instance, was known as Arz-ul-Hind on

account of the large number of Indians who inhibited that region.
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When Islam spread and the Arabs got converted to Islam, these
colonics continued to flourish as before. The Indian rajas appointed
Muslim judges, known as honourman, to decide their cases and
provided all facilities to them to organize their community life.
Commercial contact led to cultural relations and while large number
of Arab navigational and other terms were adopted by the Indians,
Indian customs, institutions and practices found their way to Arabia.
Philologists have traced three sanskrit words misk (Musk), Zanjbil

(ginger) and kafur (Camphor) in the Quran.®®*

. (&7 (557K 0

IO H (W) T TR AT T A NHCIF A TG (NPT
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T oI AR | G ARG SOl Iore (89°

(FIET MO N, JIFTCCAT NCFF FICAS NN NG =€ &ne CACR | TN
WA AfAFA AR ARE AN T AR NG el ol B
JEfReee IRRRRW | @3 IR 7w I I[EW W (AF W A Sedife
R | T IO T e ARibe | faze Ewe fimers oF arg «3
SETCS AW AICT S FACR | IR Qo Tl IWACS NFAT 923
3O AT TEg FERA A NG oF9 e AR I W W

I (88

8V, WP (AT, FCHF (eI SN QBIF 6 eI (BIhl: G AFIT, So5R), 7. 09 |

8w, James Tailor, Remarks on the sequel to peripulus of the erithrean sea,
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol.16.1847.P.76.
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FEceY, “To the Monarch (Tai-Sung) also came (in A.D. 628)

BLY., Y WIS AT, TG 03 N 51T M, AE, . Q) |
8YLa, SN Sl A, JET YFANAH 02T, A, o, Svr |
8Yb.  IfeTeET 2% I, IFHICET NN, (Bl TFIRT, 5508) 7. 58 |
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messeges from Mohammad. They came to canton on a
tradingship. They have sailed the whole way from Arabia along
the Indian coast. Unlike Heracleus and Kavadh, Tai Sung gave
there envoys a courteous hearing. He expressed his interest is
their theological ideas and practices and assisted them to build a
masque in Canton, a masque survives, it is said, to this day the

oldest mosque in the world.” 8%

wiEwel 8 ST SRTed T IENWMCR AR 8 AKAMA FADITIIER TF
e feet | B AeT @ 9B *eifires IRQIT AP L 3
BTN 8 O NFoTS! NWTH BT AT | [A61E AITe A0 :

The culture that developed in Bengal was entirely different
from that of Hindus. The ports of the country especially
Chittagong had come under the influence of the Arabs as early
as the 7" century A.D. and many of Arab voyegers and traders
had left a permanent impress upon the area, Islam,, therefore,

took root vary early in this respective sail. #%°

F-Ifaerd @iq e Y27 Sy el ©ite Jwg (W3 | e qifelfene
IRt AR (reefers rires wrel, @, Y 8 SR S e | &I
AT o 72 WS 7 SR e | O T FeArReT A &9
MOJOIA (FYZCET TN A5 FACO AR MO AT LTS SA[9A1-

8us. S.M. Taifor, Glimpses of old Dacca (Dacca: 1965), Introduction.
890. Richard Saymonds, The Making of Pakistan (Dacca: Pakistan Historical
Society, 1951), P. 197.
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890, WY WU A%, TG 0o TN EBICH A, A, 7, U8 |

848. Mohammad Nurul Haq, Arab Relation with Bangladesh (Dhaka: Islamic
Foundation Bangladesh, 2005), P. 5.

8ae. SIAWE NI ©IfeTa, IREAHce FHeTY, AT, 7, Ve |
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Considering all aspects of the tradition of mangalkot, we are
inclined to hold the vew that its conquest by Rahi Pir (Makhdum
Shah Mahmud Gaznavi) and his companions was an historical

episode that might have taken place during the early years of the

Turki conquest.®®
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Bagha is the head quarters of an estate called the Bagha wakf-
estate, the origin of which is as follows. In 925 H.I.E. in 1507 A.D., a
devotee named Hazrat Moulana Shah Daulah came and settled in
Bagha. His tomb may be seen in a small cemetery in the masque
compound with those of five of his relatives. In 1615 A.D., his
grandson Moulana Hazrat Shah Abdul Waheb received by a

pharman (letters patent) of the Mughal Emperor, a free grant of 42

villages yielding Rs. 8,000 a year for the support of the family.®>"
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