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Abstract

The Trafficking of children is a national as well as global issue. Child trafficking in
the border area has become a major issues of concern and its intensity is growing day
by day in Bangladesh. Very little work has been done to understand the local
dynamics of the problem meaningfully. This thesis was undertaken to produce a
comprehensive summary of available information concerning trafficking of children
in the border area of Bangladesh. Information on the magnitude of the problem,
underlying factors that foster trafficking, modes of trafficking, major trafficking
routes and consequences of trafficking has been compiled. Trafficking in human
beings is the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of people for
the purpose of exploitation. The equivalent of the word trafficking is Pachar which is
a serious problem and is considered violation of human rights. This thesis is intended
to explain how children are usually fallen victims of trafficking in the border area of
Joypurhat district by various methods.

For this reason | have selected the crucial topics of socio-economic challenges and
vulnerability of traffic affected family in the Joypurhat district. The main research
question was child trafficking its consequences on victims and affected family. | have
selected 28 sample size to conduct research through mixed method with quantitative
research method and qualitative research methods.

Trafficking of children in Joypurhat district is in alarming situation. Because it is a
border connected district and the most known trafficking zone of Bangladesh Hili is
very nearest to this area. It is an agricultural based area and the population is very
poor. Employment opportunity is insufficient here. Besides, this district has a good
communication facilities by road and rail from other part of Bangladesh. For this
reason it is an attractive point for traffickers. The study found that majority of
trafficker are brokers (67%) and the rest of the (33%) is agent, the most significant
factor alluring proposal is better quality of life (96%) and behind accepting the
alluring proposal is motivational proposal (82%) and lack of consciousness (71%). It
has also found that existing social structure, economic system, cultural condition and
geographical setting of Joypurhat district affects child trafficking.

For the convenience of the study, | propose to discuss the relevant laws. In this thesis,
an attempt has been made to show how the children of border area of Bangladesh
suffer for trafficking and tries to give some preventive measures to overcome the
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situation. This dissertation describes socio-economic conditions of traffic affected
family of Joypurhat district and also prescribes some strategy to combat child
trafficking as well as to reintegrate the trafficked victims with the main stream of our
society.
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Chapter One

Introduction

1.1 Introduction

In the present world the most consensus and sensitive issue is child. There are many
steps, concerning the right of the children, added in this realm. Children are the assets
to every society. They are regarded as the future architect of a nation. Society has the
responsibility to nurture them for their proper development. But the grim reality is
that everyday millions of children around the world particularly disadvantaged
children are exposed to danger that hampers their growth and development
tremendously. Not only that, millions of disadvantaged children have been suffering
from acute poverty, grave economic crises, hunger, homelessness, epidemics,
environmental pollution and many more are orphaned or killed by fatal diseases like
HIV/AIDS so on . They are vulnerable and deprived of almost all the rights stated in
the UN convention of CRC, particularly the life pattern of disadvantaged children is
more precarious and horrible (UNCEF, 2006). They become victims of trafficking
frequently. It is a common incident that the children of border area exploited by the
trafficker, now a days. The traffickers select different route for their purpose. They
collect children from different part of the country by various way and traffic them to
abroad for their evil purpose. Their number has been increasing day by day and it is

very unfortunate that the government's step to protect this practice is not enough.

It is very unfortunate that, most of the people living in the border area faces a lot of
problems in their daily life. The government agencies almost fail of fulfill their basic
needs. Generally the children in the border area living inhuman conditions. Their
human rights always violating by different forces. To reveal the existing human rights
condition of the children, | chose Joypurhat district in the northern part of
Bangladesh. The people of this district so for | know is very easy and simple. It is a
agriculture based area. | will try my best to explore the human rights condition and

other socio-economic conditions of trafficked affected children and their family.



Every child is an individual by behavior in its own right. They are the precious
possessions of this world. They deserve love, affection and care. Child Trafficking is
the most inhumane violation of child's rights. Children must protect from ail forms of
risk and exploitation. The Bangla equivalent of the word trafficking is Pachar. It has a
mild connotation, which means transfer from one place to another, if the term Pachar
is used in reference to women and children, in Bangla the phrase Nari O Shishu
Pachar means illegal transfer of women and children from one place to another.
Trafficking, which is a serious problem and is considered a violation of human rights,
is yet to be internalized emotionally by society at large in Bangladesh, and also in

other South Asian countries.

The countries of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
have a definition in their convention for Preventing and Combating Trafficking in
Women and Children. Nevertheless, a consultation workshop organized by the
resistance network in Bangladesh in August 1999 made suggestions for changes to the
convention. From this workshop the following definitions were proposed:

"Trafficking in Children consists of all acts involved in the procurement,
transportation, forced movement, and/or selling and buying of children within and/or
across border by fraudulent means, deception, coercion, direct and/or indirect threats,
abuse of authority, for the purpose of placing a women against her will without her
consent in exploitative and abusive situations such as commercial sexual abuse,
forced marriage, bonded and forced labour, begging, camel jockeying and other

sports, organ trade, etc.”

Trafficking is a violation of human rights, and has various consequences at the
individual, family and community of sexual exploitation that perpetuates and
continually reinforces the subordinate status of women. Trafficked people work under

conditions, which are hazardous to there mental and physical health.

The issue of trafficking of children has been a major concern, both in national and
international contexts. The nature and extent of the problems and crimes associated
with it are most sensitive and transnational making the issue complicated one. At the

same time, efforts have been made to develop a consensus on a working definition of



trafficking and on the characteristics of trafficking since the turn is some-what
amigos. Moreover, the crime is highly organized and constantly taking new forms.
Children representatives in international and policy making institution have raised
concern that trafficking needs to be understood not merely as an act of criminality but
as outcome of complex social and economic features of the development process.
Being the citizen of South Asian country and almost surrounded by an open border
with India, children of Bangladesh constantly have been victims of trafficking.
Encouragingly, alarming increase of trafficking in children to India, Pakistan and the
middle East countries for labors sex and other forms of exploitation including sale of
organs has led the government of Bangladesh as well as various nongovernmental
organization to take anti trafficking measures, including enactment of deterrent laws
for criminalizing trafficking in children in all its forms, prosecuting the trafficker
including intermediaries, along with protection and support for rehabilitation of the
victims, enhancement of community awareness etc. Along with these activities
various types of training programs are being organized for activities, social workers

and the members of the law enforcement agencies.

Increasing activities of transnational criminal organization and others that profit from
trafficking in children led both the international and regional forums and conferences
to urge the governments to take appropriate measures to address the roof factors,
including external factors that encourage trafficking in women and girls for
prostitution and other forms of commercialized sex, forced marriage and forced
labour. These measures are aimed at eliminating trafficking in children as well as
strengthening existing legislation with a view to provide better protection of the rights
children punishing perpetrators. Governments have also been invited to formulate
manuals for training of personnel who receive and or hold temporary custody victims
of gender based violence including trafficking, taking into account current research
and data on traumatic stress and gender-sensitive counseling techniques, with a view
to sensitizing them the special needs of victims. Also part of the solutions to
trafficking lies in enforcement of the laws which require capacity building of the

members of the law enforcement agencies.

Therefore training focusing the modus operandi of the crime of trafficking of children

pattern of the victims their sufferings, how they were victimized the stakeholders of



trafficking, routs and sites factors responsible for trafficking, initiatives takes by the
government as well as the NGOs in this regard may considerably develop the skill,
improve knowledge and attitude and over all effectiveness of the performance of the
members of law enforcement agencies dealing with the incidents or cases of

trafficking of children.

The aim of present research is to focus on the meaning and necessity of human rights
based approach in the sphere child trafficking, to examine the domestic legal
framework of Bangladesh to combat trafficking in children in the Border Area of
Joypurhat District. In this connection, the dissertation paper also givens some
reflections on the definition of child trafficking and shows the limitations of various
definitions. The thesis makes an attempt to analyze the counter trafficking laws of
Bangladesh from human rights perspective. Finally, the research makes certain

recommendations.

1.2 Background of the Study

Trafficking is a crucial violation of human rights and is considered as a form of
slavery all over the world. Women and children, particularly, are in great demand in
so far as the different sites of trafficking are concerned. Trafficking is a wide spread
business that not only violates women and children’s human rights but also push them
towards a vulnerable state with no protection of life. Women and girls are demanded
to fulfill the “demand for a vast array of personalized, reproductive services in the
entertainment and sex industry, domestic work, and the marriage market” (Sanghera,
1999). Trafficking, which is a human rights concern, creates the situation where
survivors experience different forms of violence and exploitation. Every year many
men, women and children are trafficked for different purposes; women mostly for
prostitution or commercial sex work, and children for the purposes of camel
jockeying, domestic labor and so on (Shamim, 2001). The International Labor
Organization (ILO)1 estimates that there are 2.4 billion people in the world at any
given time are engaged in forced labor and are subjected to exploitation as a result of
trafficking (1LO, 2008).



Trafficking is generally identified as a cross-border crime, but it also happens within
national boundaries. Then it is called internal trafficking . Bangladesh is a country
that faces both the problem of internal trafficking and a huge amount of cross border

trafficking every year.

Bangladesh is considered as a source country of trafficking. Also, trafficking in
women in Bangladesh has become an issue of concern during the last few decades
having huge impacts on survivors’ life. Bangladesh government has taken lots of
initiatives to combat trafficking; however, the achievement is very limited to control
trafficking. NGOs and other agencies also have not succeeded in generating notable
changes through the advocacy and intervention programs. Bangladeshi women who
are trafficked, generally go through severe physical and psychological violence’s that
hamper their socio-economic well-being and destroy their self esteem, confidence
level and potentiality. After coming back, stigmatization excludes women from the
mainstream society and survivors come back is not appreciated by the community
members and families (Shamim and Kabir, 1997).

The overwhelming trafficking of children across the borders of Bangladesh cannot be
understood unless first viewed in the general context of Bangladesh society including
its historic, economic, religious, political and legal components. To attempt to
understand the complex nature of child trafficking by only examining one or two of
these contributing factors simplifies the issue beyond comprehension and leaves little

or no possibility for change.

Although it is not within the scope of this study to provide a Ml and comprehensive
discussion of these elements, the following background material however limited in
detail is presented as an outline of the context in which to place the trafficking of

children.

1.2.1 Historical and geographical background of the study
After approximately two hundred years of British colonization, the Indian
subcontinent was divided in 1947 into two new countries India and Pakistan separated

from India along lines drawn by religion, Muslim Pakistan was farther divided into



two distinct geographic reasons differing in terms of language, culture and
background and separated by a vast tract of Indian territory. Families which hard
previously lived within single country now, many instances, straddled the border and
were split between India and Pakistan. In the years immediately flowing the division,
more cross border families were formed when the majority of Hindu people living in
Bangladesh left West Bengal in India. For the same reason, Muslim from India
migrated to West and East Pakistan.

As well, the original 1947 division of the Indian sub-continent left numerous
"enclaves” on both sides of the newly drawn border. These are small pockets of land
identify as belonging to the nation other than which surrounds them.

According to government statistics, there are 51 Bangladesh enclaves in India and 111
Indian enclaves in Bangladesh although the countries to which the enclaves identify
claim territory over them, they rarely if ever provide any from of support to those
residing in the areas. In particular and specific to the issue of trafficking, these are not

patrolled or controlled by any law enforcement agents.

From the outset, East and West Pakistan struggled with seemingly insurmountable
differences. For East Pakistan creating a new national identity was further
complicated by the fact that is boundaries had been carved out of the larger and again,
distinct cultural, linguistic and geography region known as Bengal. To this day, the
border between West Bengal and Bangladesh divides many families, while others or

split between Pakistan and Bangladesh.

In 1971, after struggling for long time to recover from the effects of colonization
while also attempting to form a unified national identity, East and West Pakistan went

to war.

After a short but brutal was Bangladesh achieve its liberation at great cost. Along with
the chaos and devastation typically accompanying civil war, Bangladesh was further
demoralized by a systematic campaign on the part of the Pakistan army through which
many members of the Bangladesh elite, educated and artistic classes were massacred.
As well, once again families were divided. Along with those divided by national

borders, more than 3,90,000 Pakistani National remains resident in 66 camps scattered



through out 14 Bangladeshi district. These people who at the time of independence
lived on Bangladeshi soil chose to identify as Pakistani nationals.

For a long time they have struggled to gain repatriation in the country of their choice.
To date (and by the following a 1973 agreement signed by the Bangladeshi Pakistani

governments) less than 1,70,000 have managed to do so.

It is well known that family members who physically or psychologically straddle the
various borders created in the region over the past 50 years frequently migrate across
those borders. Trafficking across the border to visit family, to work or to smuggle
goods back and forth is known to be heavy. This facilitated by the fact that
Bangladesh borders India along 4,222 kilometers of primarily flat, easily traversed
land or shallow Padma / Gannges River. Most often border crossing are illegal
without passports or visas. Border guards are sparse in many areas and on both sides
widely rumored is implicated in illegal border crossings through as well organized

bride system.

Many organizations indicates that those trafficking children make use of the routes
used by those crossing illegally to visit family, that often those crossing to smuggle
good also traffic children and that the enclaves and camps standard individuals may
being used as collection points for traffickers.

1.3 Statement of the Research Problem

Trafficking in persons has different connotations to different people. There is no
denying the fact that conceptual clarity with regard to trafficking is essential to launch
a targeted response to the problem as well as to prevent the enactment of counter

trafficking laws and programmes that violate other human rights of children.

Trafficking is a development retarding phenomenon. It is viewed as an anti-social and
morally degrading heinous event that violates human rights and laws. Exploitation,

profit and illegality are all central to the idea of trafficking in persons.

The crux of the issue is that civil society in Bangladesh has yet to internalize the mind
set that trafficking is as bad as hatta (murder), dharson (rape), or chintai (mugging).



When one hears or reads news about trafficking it does not create the same reaction as
other criminal activities, such as rape, murder or mugging. Newspapers are replete

with news of rape and murder, but there are few reports on trafficking of children.

There are several routes of trafficking of children to India. Joypurhat district is one of
them where most frequently used points to cross the border illegally. It is considered
the district through which most children are trafficked. Dinajpur Raillinks connecting
a number of other districts throughout the North west of Bangladesh coverage at hili
station, which is situated in the border and is known site of smuggling and trafficking

children.

Joypurhat district is very near to Hili station So, the traffickers use the points of this
five Upazillas for low level of risks. It is likes that children are from of other regions

in the northern, transported from Hili over land where they cross into India.

Most of the child trafficking incidents take place through the border areas. In this
study, it has been investigated that poverty, over population, gender based
discrimination, lack of consciousness are some of the reasons behind child trafficking

in the study area and in recent times it is increasing in the name of labour migration.

The problem exists here is not possible for the government alone to address the issue,
rather it needs for building up community awareness, forming watch committees
comprising border guards, union parished members and NGO’s to contain the

menace. Besides there is also a need to review the existing laws.

1.4 Objectives of the Study
The main objective of the study is to explore the existing situations of child
trafficking and what steps are taken by the government and others against this terrible

practices in Bangladesh.

The broad objectives of the study is to explore the present circumstances of child
trafficking in the border area of my study area Joypurhat district. The problem exists
in the entire country such as it would be impossible for the government alone to

address the issue. All the stakeholders should come under one banner to take up the



challenges and find effective solutions. The media of the utilized in a structured

manner for creating awareness among the people about child trafficking.

Most of the trafficking incidents take place through the border areas. There is a need
for building up community awareness and forming watch committees comprising
border guards, union Parishad members and NGO’s to contain the menace. The local
bodies should become particularly proactive in reaching out the vulnerable families,

mostly the ultra-poor in findings work or employment for the adult members.

According to unofficial statistics during the last ten years, a large number of child
were trafficked to Pakistant and India. Ninety percent of them were trafficked through
Benapoleborder at desire. The other transitpoints are sona mesgid at Rashahi,

Meherpur, Joypurhat, hlili, Sylet and Brahaman baria.

In recent times child trafficking is increasing. Main destination of the trafficked
children are India, Pakistan Middle east, Lebanon and thailand trafficked for sex
trade, domestic work, forced labour, camel racing, forced marriage, organ trading and
other forms of exploited labours. So it is my great opportunities to work in such

crucial topic.

1. To know the socio-economic conditions of the affected family in border area
of Bangladesh.

2. To study the problems faced by the children during their stay outside home
country.

3. Reveal the perceived rights and entitlements from the children.

4. To make recommendations to remove the problem for the society.

5. To focus on the various aspects of child trafficking and its consequences.

1.5 Operational Definitions

TRAFFICKING

The Bangla equivalent of the word ‘trafficking’ is pachar. It has a mild connotation
which means transfer from one place to another. If the term pachar is used in
reference to women and children, in Bangla the phrase nari o shishu pachar means

illegal transfer of women and children from one place to another.
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The term "trafficking of children” has been use for more than a hundred years. First
showing up at an international conference on the prevention of "trafficking in women™
in Paris, 1985 since then it has become an increasing common term as a growing
number of NGOs, and other organizations world-wide grapple with the reality of

trafficking.

Today, the term "trafficking of children™ is used frequently, appearing in legislation
and conventions to halt "trafficking” research documents, programming, service
provision and activism to assist those trafficked and media reports on the phenomena

on.

However, among all those making use of term, few define "Trafficking”. In many
cases those writing documents related to "trafficking™ assume an understanding of
precisely what is meant by the term.(Turvey & Petherick, 2008)

CHILD TRAFFICKING

The act of recruitment, transportation, harboring or receipt of a child for the purpose
of exploitation regardless of the use of illicit means, either within 