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Dedication 
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This work is dedicated to my beloved mother 

Shah Roush.n Ara Begum 

Who raised her hands <as a student of class IX, Jamalpur Girls' 

High School) against the Pakistani oppressors after the brutal 

kill ing of the students in the ' Language Movement' in the then East 

Pakistan in 1952. 
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Preface 

The emergence of Bangladesh as an independent country was a wonder 

of world hi story. Because the Bangalces had no arlllS and ammunitions, 

no professional armed banalions to fight against the well -equipped 

Pak istani oppressors. The freedom lovi ng people. who had only the 

mighty willing power, won over the sophisticated army by guerrilla 

allacks. Even though, the geographical structure of Bangladesh was not 

suitable for the gucrrilla war because Bangladesh is almost a plain land. 

Yet, the people of Bangladesh had succeeded to make a surrender of 

some 93 thousand so ld iers of Pakistan Army. Through nine-month 

liberat ion war o f 197 1, the freedom loving people o f Bangladesh proved 

that the weapon of freedom need not be very big as the will o f the people 

prevails. 

This achievement has added a new dimension in the field of historical 

research and has led the historians to focus their eyes more effect ively on 

the history of grass- root level peoplc which had begun a[tennath of the 

French Revolution in 18th century. 

In the followi ng chapters, the author has tried to reveal the actual facts 

and documents as well as the characterist ics of the participation of mass 

people of Mymens ingh in the autonomy and Libcration Movement of 

Bangladesh from 1947 to 197 1. In fact. Mymensingh is almost adjacent 

to the capital ci ty, Dhaka. Thus the heat of the politics o f Dhaka used to 

louch the sOnS of this so il and as a result the people used to wave in line 

with the poli tica l situat ion of Dhaka. 

= f<I ·./1> ·,,""IT/ 
.:I.l~!·· I I~ 1 
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The elements and evidences of this research work have been co llected 

from a) the interviews or the participants of the Liberat ion Movement; b) 

the newspaper ; c) published books and from other research works. 

The research work goes on ascending method. At first, as much as 

detailed information of mass part icipation with the movement of remote 

areas has been pi led up from different sources. Then it has been analyzed 

through an integrated process. Finally, it has been checked according to 

the methodology. Sufficient amendments have been accepted through 

discussions with scholars of the rclevant fie lds. To cope with the process, 

the researcher has recalled the remarks of Lord Acton. He said, " The 

conscience of free judgment of a historian is morc signi ficant than his 

vast knowledge." He has also recalled the caution of Sir Jadunath Sarkar 

in this connection. The latter said, "National History is not aimed at 

hid ing the bad aspects and focus ing on the illustrious parts of the national 

g lory. We need to search for the truth and signify the great parts of that 

truth that have been affected the nation through evolution." 

To reasoning the research work, the researcher regrets to say that 

attention has been given less on the fi eld of Liberati on Movement of 

Bangladesh cven after the three decades of our independence. 

The fi rst attempt was init iated by Bangia Academy. "Jaliya Sadhinala 

Etihus Roch. na Parisad" was formed in July 1972 by a Gov!. order. But 

afier the bru ta l kill ing of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the 

initiative became slow. The following Governments were quite 

indifferent in this sphere although The Ministry of Information of the 

Peoples' Republic of Bangladesh launched a project named " Bangladesh 

Sadhinata Juddha Etihus Prakalpa." Under this project, 16 vo lumes of ' 

Bangladesher Sadhinata .Iuddha: Dali lpatra ' were published (edited by 
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Hasan I-Ia fij ur Rahman and some other Professors of the Univers ity of 

Dhaka). However, this ' prakalpa ' was not beyond disputes. Some believe 

that many more significant documents were not included due to political 

interest of the then govemment. Another in itiative of Bangia Academy 

which was started from June 26, I 999(during Awami League Govt.) was 

rejected before its maturity by the BNP led-Government formed in 200 I. 

It was focused on the history of Liberation War of Bangladesh. It should 

be mentioned here that all the authors of this project were not specialist in 

history. Bang/apedia of As iatic Society of Bangladesh and Muklijllddha 

Kosh, edited by Pro fessor Dr. Muntass ir Uddin Khan Mamoan are two 

major works though these refl ect on some non-integrated information. 

Professor Dr. Abu Mohammad Delwar Hossain has done some toilsome 

works in the fi e ld of local history of Liberation Movement of Bangladesh. 

Professor Dr. Muntassir Mamool1 is also a relentless worker in this field. 

During accumulation of the information) the author surprisingly observed 

that the people are indifferent to preserve the relics or other documents of 

Our Liberation Movement. 

a). One possible reason behind it may be, the sense of history among the 

people of Bangladesh lies in very primary level due to long lasting 

tyranny; or, 

b). They do not or cannot preserve these documents w ith their own 

custody to avert further demolition of anti- li beration power ascended 

on the throne. 

Here, the author wants to pay his tribute to Professor Dr. Mahbubar 

Rahman because of his va luable guides. He is always a students-friend ly 

guide. 
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The author also wants to g ive thanks to the foll owing persons for their 

kindly help : Professor M. Nurullah, Dept. of Psychology, Univers ity of 

Rajshahi (the present Pro-vice Chancell or. Univers ity of Rajshahi), Late 

Mr. Imamur Rashid, author of ' Muktijuddhe Jamalpur' under a project of 

Bangia Academy, Azizur Rahman (former Librarian of Govt. Asheq 

Mahmood College, Jamalpur), Late Mohammed Habibu llah (Former 

Manager of Bangia Academy), Salma Khan, Deputy Director of 

Bangladesh National Archive, Professor Dr. Syed Anwar Hossain (Dept. 

of His tory, University of Dhaka), Professor Dr. K.M. Mohsin (Dept. of 

History. Univers ity of Dhaka), Dr. Ekram Ullah, Dept. of Political 

Science, Univers ity or Rajshah i, The author also wants to recall the 

helping hands of his beloved wife, Mrs. Faiza Anika. 

The researcher also wants to give thanks to the follow ing insti tutions for 

giving him the opportunity to use their libraries and preserved documents: 

a) Dhaka Univcrs ity Library; b) Bangladesh National Archive, Agargaon, 

Dhaka; c) I BS, Universi ty of Rajshahi , Rajshahi; d) Varendra Research 

Museum, Rajshahi ; e) Asiatic Society of Bangladesh, Nimtoli , Dhaka; f) 

Centra l Library, University of Rajshah i, Rajshahi; eJ Central Library, 

Rajshahi Division, Rajshashi; f) Public Library, Shah bag, Dhaka. 

Here the researcher wants to express hi s profound thanks to honorable 

superv isor Dr. Muntassir Uddin Khan Mamool1 , Professor, Department 

of History, Uni versity of Dhaka. Though he is one of the busiest 

persons, he showed the researcher much tolerat ion and guided the 

researcher smoothly. 

From the bottom of heart, the researcher salutes his elder sister, Late 

Ms. Ashrafun Nahar Chowdhury, who composed the major portion of 

this research \-\lork, Peace be upon her. 
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Last of all , the researcher bows his head to those national heroes who 

fought valiantly against Pakistani oppressors and sacrificed their sou l 

for the nation so that we might stand upright amongst the nations of the 

world . 

Sayed Mohammed Abdullah Al Mamun Chowdhury 

Department o f History, University of Dhaka, Dhaka. 

January 14, 2010 
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A b stract 

The Role of Mymensingh in the Autonomy a nd Libera tion 
Movement of Ban gladesh 1947-1 97 1 

111e study of National History is the key to national development because 

the history and heritage of the glorious past reveal diverse opportunities 

before the young generation of a particu lar region. T hus they get inspired 

to make a patriotic zeal in their inner mind. We know, the term 

'Nationalism' which is a prime weapon to make a united stand ofa whole 

nation aga inst anything, derives from the clear conception of national 

identity, history and heri tage. I-Iencc. we need to co llect and accumulate 

the information of national activities of the past This desire can be 

fulfilled through collecting the regional information as much as possible. 

When a surticient StUll of information of all the region of a particular 

country or a nation is collected, a skeleton of national history can be 

made and an actual history can be written through further research on the 

basis of that skeleton. The present research work aims at serving such 

purpose. 

The emergence of Bangladesh in 197 1 is a wonder in Ihe history of war. 

It was a lso a c lear warning to the industria lly developed capitalist 

countries rrom a nation belongs to the third world that oppression must bc 

defeated as the will of people prevails. No other nalion has such an 

examp le to tight against a sophisticated and well armed, litera lly 

positioned army without any weapon and win over by guerrilla attack 

through a plain land. When we get in touch w ilh the fact how our 

predecessors made it a truth, we feel it a mystery, we become spell 
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bound, how va liant, how heroic they were! Did they get the spirit all on a 

sudden? The work is also aimed at finding out the answer. 

The Historiography was always being blamed for keeping her eyes on ly 

upon the history of elite class . From 18'" century onwards, after the 

French Revolution(in 1789), this trend had been amended and the history 

of struggle of common people became a specia l field of study. The 

Historiography of Bangladesh could take a lesson from this unique trend 

and stress on the participation of grass-root people in the struggle o f our 

Liberation Movement from 1947 to 1971. 

However, it is a maller of great orrow that stress has been given less to 

work out the activit ies of mass people during the Liberation Movement of 

Bangladesh, though it caught hold of the unique attention of the world. 

One of the major reasons behind it Illay be the sense of history 8mong 

the Bangalce people has not been developed due to the tyranny of ages 

under oppressive foreign mlers. In addition, habitual indolence. 

indifference has also made us reluctant to proceed on preserving national 

history. 

It is also observed that aller the brutal ki lling of Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujihor Rahman & four national leaders Le. honorable Syed Nazrul 

Is lam, Taj Uddin Ahmed, Captain Monsur Ali . A.H.M. Kamruzzaman in 

prison, the whole polilieal s ituation of Bangladesh became U-turned and 

the co llaborators as we ll as anti-Awami League force got strengthened in 

the country. Gradually, the aim of smashing Awami League and its allies 

tumed with a view to smashing the spirit of the Liberation Movement of 

Bangladesh. This anti-liberation force shrewdly succeeded to make 

divisions aJllong the freedom fighters. Hence, they hid or destroyed as 
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much documents as they could, made propaganda about the national 

heroes and their activities and showed indi fference in preserving the 

valuable rel ics of our national movements. The opportunists took the 

privilege of long lasting poverty of the general people, their illiteracy and 

their prejudices. The overseas anti-liberation force has also helped these 

native opportunists to pave the way of ever lasting poveny so that they 

can suck the general people of Bangladesh in the name of 'G lobalization.' 

Can we let them do it? Hence we need to collect the information of the 

historic struggle of our predecessor and put them before our new 

generation so that a patriotic zeal arises among them which will lead them 

to withstand our liberty. The research work aims at clarifying the real 

activities of mass people during years of 1947 to 1971 . 

Research does not mean discovery or invent ing something. It actually 

means to view something deeply to clari fy partially known things or 

review something for broader implementation. According to M arry E. 

McDonald(Po lanky, 1960:24), " Research may be defined as systemat ic 

investigation intended to add avai lable knowledge in a form that is 

cOlllmunicable and variable." The tit led research work goes on keeping 

this definition in mind. 

Once Mymensingh was included newly formed SIX Zillas: Tangail 

(separated from Mymensingh in 1969) Jamalpur, Sherpur, Kishorgonj , 

Netrokona (separated from Mymensingh in 1984) of Bangladesh. From 

the dawn of Bengal-Delta civilization, th is region was reorganized or re­

designed time to time geographically. However, through a keen 

observation, we see a common stand among the people of these areas 

aga inst oppressive rulers since the evidence of the civilization. Though 

our research work covers the areas of present M ymcnsingh, in some 
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chapters, we have discussed the former parts of this district because of the 

integrated nature of history of this region. However, as this research 

covers the duration from 1947 to 1971 , we will observe the activ ities of 

people within the time frame. 

The Zillas of former Mymensingh have played a unique role in the 

Liberation Movement of Bangladesh. As th is territory si tuates adjacently 

with the capita l city Dhaka, it is directly waved by the polit ica l surge of 

the capital city. Consequently, reaction was seen instantly. 

o tar as the ev idence in hand, we see the people of Jamalpur formed 

'East Pakistan Liberation Army' as an underground armed group longed 

for the independence of Bangladesh through armed ballie during the 

sc(.;ond part of the previous century. The initiat ive was led by ' Sada 

Khoka' & 'Kale Khoka ' of Jama\pur and some other extremists of 

Jamalpur at a meeting in a boat on the river Brahamaputra. The founder 

activists tried to communicate with the Indian leaders for arms and cash 

for preparation. This spirit of the people proves that they were further 

ahead of the topmost leaders of then East Pakistan, H.S. Sohrawarthy 

because the latter was still reluctant to take any in itiative that can break 

Pakistan. 

Again we see, the overwhelming mandate of the people of East Bengal to 

the United Front in the election of 1954 uprooted the tremendous politi cal 

power of Mus lim League and gave a strong warning to the ruling 

Paki stani leaders against their oppressive rule and discrimination, The 

idea of formi ng a 'United Front' aga inst empowered Muslim League 

came into being in a meeting in Mymensingh in J 953. The defeat of big 

political leader Mr. Nurul Amin against a local hero, Khaleque Nauaj 

Khan, who was hard ly known nationally, was a clear sign of upris ing 
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surge of Bangalee Nationalism against ' Two-Nations' theory of 

Pakistan-movement. 

When General Ayub Khan imposed military rule (in 1958) and deployed 

his armed battalion against the Bangalee people, a couple of students 

raised thei r fierce voice & pro tested the wild rule fi rst under the 

leadership of Kazi Abdul Bari of Mymens ingh. The ruling power tortured 

Kazi Abdu l Bari severely but could not stop the spirit of general people. 

Onwards, during the furious years of 1962, 1966 and 1969 the people of 

Mymensingh had shown their valiant struggle against oppressive rulers. 

I-fence, we see, in 1971 when the Pakistani Army of occupation imposed 

genocide upon unarmed civil mass-people of Bangladesh, the 'Afsar 

Bahini ' of "8haluka'; 'Kaderia Bahini ' of Tangail and many other 

groups of freedom fi ghters were able to create heart-beating panic among 

the so called soph isticated army of Pakistan. These people were able to 

show their heroism because of the supreme sacrifice and utmost support 

of the grass-root people. 

In this connection, I might recall the struggle of the people of Bangladesh 

during the British colonial rule. During the last episode of British rule, the 

people of East-Bengal (now Bangladesh) fought fi ercely for the 

'Pakistan .' Though the Pakistan Movement was based on 'Two Nations' 

theory, and the people of East-Bengal fought for Muslim-Nationalism 

after the contrived riot in 1946, there laid strong secular sentiment on the 

basement of the Bangalee people's mind for the centuries of communal 

harmony. Thus the 'Pakistan' demand of Jinnah as a single Muslim state. 

which was a clear betrayal of ' Lahore Proposal of 1940 ', came into 

success for the bravery of the people of East-Bengal. The Muslim League 

leaders of East Bengal persuaded the general people that after the 
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achievement of'Pakistan' they will be able to kick through the tyranny of 

Kolkata based zamindars, they will get their own economy, job faci lit ies, 

educat ion and social status. 'n ,e people of East Bengal longed for this 

from the very beginn ing of 1905 . However, after the partit ion of ' Brit ish 

Bharat ', West Pakistan i ru lers took the place of British ru lers and fa iled 

to show justice to the people of East-Bengal rather they tri ed to impose 

tyranny upon the people of East Bengal. Consequently, the people of 

East-Bengal become disappointed and rea lized that the ' Muslim 

Nationalism' is a fake propaganda and a weapon of everlast ing colonial 

rule. I-tenee we sec, the protest began from the very beginning and raised 

'Bangalee Nationalism' quick ly among them. The people of Mymensingh 

were quite conscious about the politics as they experienced numerous 

movements from the Bri tish period. Thus they were able to contribute to 

the Liberat ion Movement of Bangladesh. 

The geographical position of Mymensingh was also unI que. The area 

touched the Indian boarder (with Asam & Goalpara), having Garo Hills 

adjaccnt to Indian Boarder. So, the 'Mukti Bahini ' could cross the Indian 

boarder and take training from training camps of 'Mujihnagar 

Government' wi th the help of India and eas ily enter their territory and hit 

the Pakistan Army through guerri lla allack. The Modhupur Ghar and 

Bhaoa l Ghar of Mymensingh have also helped strengtheni ng the inner 

force of 'Mukti Bahin i' 

Thus we see, the activ ities of the people of Myrnensingh have occupied a 

large portion of the history of the Liberation Movement of Bangladesh. In 

the time of Independence War of 197 1, th is area was included in sector-

11 & some parts of it included in sector-03. It is also signifi cant to 
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observe that the fall of Dhaka in December 1971 was accelerated after the 

fall of sector-II by the allied force. 

The following chapters reveal the curtain of the valiant struggles of the 

people of Mymensingh during the decades of 1947 to 1971. 

I think. this research work is only a glimpse of a vas t chapter of struggle 

of the people of this region. I am looking forward to hearing the footsteps 

of the next generation researcher whom, I believe, wi ll be able to disclose 

the actual scene of the episode of Mymcnsingh, wi th morc authentication 

and wi th more dedication. 

ayed Mohammed A bdull ah A I Mamull howdhury 
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Chapter-I 

Int roduction of Mymcnsingh 

Once Mymensingh was the biggest district in terms o f both area and 

population in the whole of Indo-Bangladesh sub-continent. ' She has 

contributed significantly to the independence movement and the 

liberation of the country and the so il gave us good po litical persona lit ies 

in the past. Thus we need to know the nature of thi s territory because man 

is the son of the nature. History has revealed wi th a keen inspection 

through ages that natura l environment dominates greatly over the nature 

o f human being. We see, the patterns o f human behaviour differ from 

man to man, society to society, count ry to country. A lso we see, what is 

an appropriate mode of behavior in one culture might prove inappropriate 

in anolher culture. This characteristic of human behavior arises due to the 

impact of natu ra l environment ( i.e. geographical area, c limate, fl ora & 

fau na etc.) over them. Thus we need to observe the geographical 

characteristics o f Mymcnsingh to work out the reasons and ways of 

struggle of the people of this area. 

Once Mymensingh was referred to the areas of Mymcnsingh, Jamalpur, 

Kishorgonj. Netrokona, Sherpur & Tanga il.' Unitedly these areas were 

ruled over a couple of centuries by different powers that created genera l 

charactcristics among the people o f this territory indeed. Once thc reg ion 

he ld the pres tige of being the biggest administrative uni t (during British 

co lonia l period, Pakistan period and independent Bang ladesh period 

before 1984). Though Tanga il was separated fro m Mymensingh 111 

I Khlln, Nurul lslam (cd.). ' Prcfacc', Bengal District Ga:elfeers: Mymensillgh, Dacca: Bangladesh 
Gov!. Press. 1978, p.4J 

! II) In 1790 AD I!ast India Comp:IIlY instructed to form a district within the area of20 CrOss each 
(approx. 40 miics); b) Beng. Reg. 1792, No. X- IX & Reg. XII. 1793 
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1969,' we have also examined this area as part and parcel of Greater 

Mymens ingh because the research work covers the duration [rom 1947 to 

1971 . Experts assume that the region is produced by the sediment of the 

upstream now of Louhitya (The river Brahamaputra) from The 

Himalayas.' May be the ex istence of the territory was abselll before 4/5 

thousand years(except Bhaoal & Madhupur Ghar). Megasthcnes. the 

messenger of Alexander. indicated the region in a map indi rectly in his 

writing 'Indika ', 5 However, there was no clear identiHcat ion of this 

territory in the map. Later, it was ruled by the king of ' Kamfupa ', Morya 

Emperor Samudra Gupta under Palliputra, Pundrabarwan of Gupta 

Empire, Pal a and Sena Empire. During Sena Empire, some local feudal 

power arose in ' Jangalbari ', Baliajury, Madanpur, Susanga, Tokaynagar, 

Garhjoripa etc. These people were mostly heir of Austra-Mongalia; Garo, 

Koch, Hajang ' 

The allack of Ikhtieruddin Mohammed Bin Bakhtier Khaljee paved the 

way of Muslim rule in Mymensingh though it came into being much 

later. Afterwards, the British power gradually grasped the territory after 

the Bailie of Boxer ( 1765).7 In 1947 the territory became the part of East 

Benga l under Pakistan. Finally, the region got its native ruling after the 9-

month of war of indcpcndence in 197 1. 

1 Uengal Gnzctlccrs: Mymcnsingh. Dacca. 1978, p. 49 1 
4 1\) ibid, p.5 : b) FOr elabor:ue information. see James F'urgussion: On Recenl Changes in Ihe Della/if 

Gange,' c) Majumdar, Srec Kedarnuth (eclL), Alymensillghhel' Eliho{ls 0 Mymel/sillghher Bibonlll, 
Cnlcultn. 1904 (rcvised ed ition, Mymcnsingh. 1987). p. 31-32 

, Sacshsc ,F.A .. Bellgal Dis/ricl Ga::elleel's: Mymensillgh. Calcutta, 19 17, p.1 
, tI) Maj umder ,R.C. (cd), Hislory ofBl!ngal. Vol. l. D:lcca, 1963, p.220 ; b) Rahim .I\bdur. Serial and 

Clllluml Hi.u ory of Bengal. Vol.J [ , Dacen. 1972. p.184 
7 Actunlly thc baltIc of Boxer \\as a decisive baule which paved the way o f about two centuries of 

Il ri tish oppressive rule. The British rule first started mainl y from l3engal llnd alier the bank of Boxer 
in l 765 AO 
The Mughol Emperor Shah Alam gave the authority of revenue collection from Mymensingh to the 
East Indin Company. Thcn Mymensingh was under the rcvcnue aren of ' Dhaka Niabnt'. Also sec. 
Beng(ll Ga:t'IIeer.f. My men.fingh. Oacen. 1978,p.63 
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Historv of Name: 

The origin of naming of Mymensingh is quite mysterious. There is no 

proved evidence so that we can draw a conclusion in this regard. The 

ma in source of the origin of name lies basica lly on the myth. 

Nfoymonsingher Eli/lOGS 0 Moymonsingher Bibarol1 written by Sree 

Kedamath Majumdar; MOYlIlonsingha Zellar Shahilya 0 SamskrilY 

published by Mymensingh Zilla Board & ed ited by Gholam Samdani 

Qurayshee have given us some information concerning this naming 

whieh was quoted by the fo llowing writers. Mr. F.A Sachse, the author of 

Bengal District Gazetteer ( 1917) Mymensingh, also took the myth as a 

source of his information . The myth was as fo llows: 

Whi le emperor Akber of Mughal dynas ty was rul ing over De lhi , Bengal 

was being ruled by Nasiruddin Nasrat Shah quite independent ly. This 

territot), was then a ' Pargana' (revenue area) . A pious Muslim ' Mornen 

Shah' was an 'Omrah' of Nasi ruddin Nasrat Shah . Perhaps, this ' Mornen 

Shah' named the 4Pargana' as ' Momcnshahi ' after his name. Thus the 

territory was recognized as ' Momenshahi Pargana.'8 

Later! the term ' Momenshahi ' was changed to ' Moymonsingh ' . Some 

believe that ' Moymonsingh ' came a fter ycars of miss-utterance or 

perverted ullerance of ' Momenshahi '. Mr. Gholam Samdani Qurayshee 

also supposed, ., .... as ' A lapsingh' was derived from ' Alapshahi ', 

' Moymonsingh' may be derived from ' Momenshah p.u9 He a lso remarked 

that the tcnTI 'Moymonsingh' came into being from the combination of 

two suffi xes of two words. ' Mornen ' of Momel1slwhi and 'S ing' of 

SillgllGsralgeai had been combined into Moymonsingh (Momen + Sing ~ 

Moymonsing) . 

• Jbid. p.1 
" Ibid, p.1 
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Also, some other people viewed that the tem1 had been derived after the 

name of ' Mansingha ' , the lieutenant of the great Mughal , Akbar. lo 

There is also a view that the term ' MomenshahP had turned into 

' Mymensingha ' during the transitional period of 18'" century when the 

Muslim power in India began to decline and the English fo rce 

s trengthened gradua lly," 

There is also no clear evidence how the name of a ' Pargana ' became the 

name of the who le district whereas there were other ' Parganas' 

significant alike Mymcnsingh. The most popular saying is: The 

z3mindars of ' Mymcnsillgh Pargana' offered double of the revenue of the 

revenue given by • Alapsingh ' pargana if the authority wou ld prefer 

' Mymensingh ' as the name o f the whole dis lricLI2 Th is offer was 

accepted. 

Area & Geographical position: 

MYlllensingh is situated between 24' ,02 ',33" and 25',25 ',56" north 

latitude and 89' ,39', 00" and 91' ,15 ',35" east longi tudes, The arca 

covers 18,943. 12 square kiloJ11 cter.13 

There are as many as eleven districts of Bangladesh and Assam touching 

its borders, To the north are the Garo,hills and Goalpara district of 

Assam; to the west and north-west Kurigram, Ga ibandha, Bogra and 

Sirajgol1j ; to the south Manikgonj l Dhaka, Gazipur, Narsingdi ; to the 

south-east Brahmanbaria; to the east Hobigonj and Sunamgonj .14 

IOn) Chakravarti ,Knlipmsanna. 'Moymonsingher Dighdllfshan', M(IIII/(lIISillghll V(l.~i [Journa lJ, Uhadm. 
1)44U.S: b) Chilkravilrty .Salish Chllndra. 'Paschim Maimllnsinghcr Praachin Smriti' . Shawn\'. 
Magh. 1322, llS. 

j 1 Bengal Ga:(!l/c(!I'S' UymcnJ·ingll. Dacca, 1976.p.63 
11 Ibid.p.l 
I) Mymcnsingh Districts Census Rep(lrt. 1951 
1< Zilla A/las ofBanglodesh. 1'01. 1. Geodesec, Dhaka. Jllnuary 1998. p.ll.lJ.2J .27.33,35 

23 



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Soil formation and rivers 

The d istrict is in between the deltaic region of the two great rivers the 

Jamuna and the Meghna . The soil formation of the greater portion of the 

distr ict is, however, traceable to the alluvial action of the ex isting river 

such as the Brahmaputra, which changes its course a lmost frequently. IS 

The ri vers carry and deposit fine sand and si lt, which now form the 

surface soi l of the major part of the district. Almost the whole of the 

territory is a plain land w ith some exceptions in Madhupur Jungles and 

Gam hill s.16 The area is also criss-crossed by a number of small rivers 

(i.e. Bhogai, Neetai, Shameswary, Kongsha, Dhanu, Bonai , Shiri) and 

some canne ls. 

Climate 

So far as we know, the climate o f this region is on the whole good. Its 

weather is moderate. There is neither so hot nor so cold in this area as the 

area is close ly adjacent to the tropic of cancer in the south. 1\s a resu ll, 

the arca cx periences sufficient ra infall in the ' monsoon.' The average 

ra infall in the district is 85 " -1 00". The yearly average humidity is 

79.06% (lowest humidity is in January to February as 75% and highest 

humidity preva ils in July-August as 86%.) The average annual 

temperature for the district is 78° F.17 

Ethnic Origin of the people of Mvmensingh: 

The ethnic origin of the people of Mymens ingh is not yet out of 

controversy. The anthropologists are of different views in this regard. On 

the basis of the avai lable sources, some stated that the majority of the 

people belong to pre-Aryan stock, with a strong admi xture of Tibeto-

13 Sec a) Bcngal Ga: C/fec/'s: Mymensingh. Dacca, 1 978.p.6-7: b) James I~urgussion: On RecclII 
Clrallge.f in Ihe Delta ojG(mge 

I~ Bengal Ga:l!fll!l! l ·.r: MYIIII! IISillg lr, Oacca. 1978.p.3 
17 MOSIer Plan, EPWA PDA, I-Iy(/rology Data, Vol.! o f VII, Dacca 1964 
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Burman element. " The next important e lement found in the population of 

th is area is Indo-Aryan stock. There are also Turkish & Persian elements. 

Obviously, the fair complex ion, prominent nose and forehead, straight 

and soft hai r, the fo rmation of the skull give us sure indication of the 

Aryan ancestry of huge population. But we cannot deny that the opposite 

characteristics 8rc also eminently obvious. Hence. it is no doubt that there 

has been admixture of various elements. PUfe specimen of any racial 

slock is extremely rare except among the aboriginallribes.19 

Apart fro m the majority of the population, there are a number of 

aboriginal tribal people in the district. They are o f Mongolo id orig in . The 

aboriginal tribes of the district are the Garos, Hadis, Hajangs and 

Koaches. They arc ethnically very different from local people and had 

less impact On the history of the people of My men s ingh. 

Popu lation: 

The data on population show high growth ratc in the area. This is caused 

ror both the biologica l reason as we ll as migration fro m other arcas. 

However, in some year. this continuation had been fluctuated due to some 

reaSons. 

A c losc inspection from the first census in 1872 to the census of 196 1 

shows us that th is area was always comparatively populated than any 

other area o f Bangladesh'o 

I' Bellgal Ga:elll!ers:Mymenslllgh. Dacca, 1978.p.52 
19 ibid 
" • Bellgal O(l:l! lIcers: Mylllf'nsillgh. Dacca. 1978.p.44-46 
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Year TOlal Popul.ttion Growth Ra te (per 1000) 

1872 23,54,794 

1881 30,58,322 +29.9 

189 1 34.74,925 + 13.6 

1901 39,22,247 + 12.75 

1911 45.30.881 + 15.5 

1921 48.42,467 +6.8 

1931 51,35,264 +2.0 

1941 60,29,533 + 17.4 

1951 45.57.939 -
196 1 55,32,3 18 -

Frolll the above table, there is a clear indication of popu lation growth 

except some fluctuation in the decades of 193 1 to 1961. 

The population rose higher drastically in the decade of 193 1- 194 1. IIgain, 

it came down abnormally in the decade of 1941-1951. This nuctuation 

arises the question why this change happened. 

The expelts tried to explain this fluctuation. Firstly, in the decade of 

1931-1941 , the popu lation of Mymcnsingh rose abnonna lly because it 

was the decade when the whole ' Bharat' was shaking with the movement 

against British colon ial ru le, There was also a current of inner connict 

between the two major inhabitants of India as a result of :Divide & Rule' 

doctrine of British, Thus, the cOlllmunal harmony between the Hindus 

and the Muslims became disturbed in some form during these decades. 

Thus, as a leading territory, this tendency was also prevalent among the 

people of Greater Mymensingh. The fact was, the poli tically conscious 

Hindus in their attempt to raise tJ1eir communities percentage for 

capturi ng power, swelled their popu lation figure as much as they could 
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and the M uslims too when they understood to vie with them as a 

defensive measure. 21 

Again, Ihe lola I populalion during Ihe census o f 195 1 came down to 

45,57,939 [i'om 60,29,53 3 of Ihe census of 194 1. This decline was due 10 

the fo llow ing reasons: 22 

A. The impacI of World War I[ (1939· 1945) 

B. Hosti lities reached in the borders of east Benga l and people had to 

evacuated from many urban and rural areas; 

C. A devastating fam ine occurred in 1943; 

D. Epidemic of cholera and small pox: 

E. Partition of Sharat and migration of the people. 

In Ihe early 1900' a large number of Musl ims moslly landless cu llivalors 

migrated to Assam and colonized there. However, after the adoption of a 

Brit ish law prohibiting the sett lement of East Bengal M uslim in some 

areas of A ssam, many of the M uslims were displaced from their 

colonized area and they came back to Mymensingh.13 

Mosl of the agenls of landlords came from the diSlriclS of Faridpur. 

Dhaka and Bakergonj and purchased land locally and sen led down. The 

Shah and Ban d merchanls fro m Dhaka were also senled down in the area 

fO I' many generations. T he M uslim cultivators of the area also were 

descendents of immigrants from other districts. Among them some took 

Ihe senlemcnl of ' beel ' lands and broughllheir families 10 senle down. In 

Ihe weSI oflhe dislricl. Hindu laborers came from Muzaffarpur, Durgapur 

and Chhapra ( in Ind ia) 10 fi nd emp loymenl al Ihe lime of j Ule harvesling. 

:1 Ibid. pAS 
n Ibid. p.44 
!) Bel/gal G,,;weel'.r:Mymel/sil/gh. Oaccn, 1978.p.S I 
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Some of them locally were known as 'Nunnias'. They settled In the 

district and became bilingual. 

Th us we see, on the eve of the partition III 1947, Mymensingh was 

populated with a large number of migrated people along with local 

people. 

The partition of 1947 has had a tremendous impact on the socio-cultural 

environment of Mymensingh . This raised the outbreak of communal 

sent iment here like other areas orthe country. 

In the census report of 195 1, we see as many as 63 ,695 persons were 

reported themselves as non-Bangalee :Muhajirs". T his section of people 

sought work in the urban areas. 

Economv: 

Economy has always played a strong impact on the peoples' behavior in 

every parts of the world. The occupation and economic activities shape 

the way of people. Thus we need to focus our eyes on the economic 

condition of the peoplc of Mymensingh. 

A close observation on the census reports from 1872 to 1951, we see that 

the majority of the people of thi s region were mainly agriculturist due to 

the alluvial soil and hospitable climate. About 97% percent or the 

territory is rural and till the census report of 1961 , the urbanization was 

low ebb, only 3.5% of the tota l population is urban." 

H MymclI:;ingh Di~'I,.;c l Census lle(JQrt. 196 1 
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The income of the cultivators consists mainly of the production, which is 

vulnerab le to vagaries of nature. Thus their income was uncertain, varied 

from year to year. Generally, the total assets of a farmer are some 

primitive agricultural tools and implements and a few household utensils. 

The famlers became jobless after the harvesting time and thus engaged 

themselves in other labors. A very small number of them were engaged in 

skilled or non-skilled labor force and ordinary jobs in omces and 

industries of the districts. 

The above inspection shows us that the Mymcnsingh always holds the 

attention of the exotic people as the soil is alluvial and climate is mild. 

Moreover, the regu lar flow of tJ1 C rivers has given the territory an extra 

advantage of easy comm unication. This natural characteristic has largely 

guided the common characteristics of the people. Thus we sec the 

absence of native power in ruling through ages due to the submissive • 

character of the people. This trend was changed slightly at the time of 

'Su ltan i Period'. However, tremendous change in the mass character has 

been found later which was nourished during the decades of British 

period . 

The following chapters will open the curtain of the mysterious change of 

general people. How this submissive people became a freedom loving 

people and d id va liant struggle is really a wonder. 
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Chapter-2 

Political and Administrative Development of Mymensingh 
(From dawn to 1947) 

Mymens ingh district was established by the British East India ompany 

on I May 1787." But, prior to that, she has a long history. Indeed, 

Mymcnsingh has occupied a significant place in the history of 

independence movement of Bangladesh but we have litt le evidence in the 

primary sources to focus on her early years. 

In ancient limes. the area was most ly part of Vanga. a non-Aryan territory 

covering the eastern part of the Gangetic delta. According to some writers 

it also covered territories east of the old course of the Brahmaputra ,26 

Geographically. her origin lays on the formation of the Bengal-Delta by 

the now of the great rivers the Ganges and the Brahamaputra. But her 

po li tica l fate was a lways admixed with the polit ical wave of North­

Bharat. So far as we know, the historians bel ieve that she was once the 

part of the kingdom " Pragjyotisha ' o f ancient India. Accord ing to Rai 

K.L. Barua Bahadur-

" ..... All these allusion have led Pragiter to conclude that the 
kingdom known as Pragjyotisha included. at the time of the 
Mahabharata war, the greater part of modem Assam, together 
with the Bengal di stri cts of Jalpaiguri. Coach-Behar. Rangpur. 
Bogra. Mymcnsinghh, Dacca. Tippera, part of Pabna and also 
probably part of east epa!. ·,21 

:! Khan .Nurul Islam (ed ).Bellglll Distl'ict G{C(lfI{!I!YS' M)'/II/!I/singhh. D:acca :Onngladcsh Go ... !. Press. 
1978. pA92 

16 Majumdar ,Dr. R,C"lIis/Of)' of AI/dellt Bengal, First published in 197 1. Reprint 2005, Kolkata: 
Tulshi Prakashani. p. 10 

!1 Ilahadur .Raj K.L. Bnrun, E(lrly His/of)' of K(I"'I'IIP(I, hitong, 1933 ,p.2 
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1\ great source of the assumption of the ancient history of ' Bharat ' is the 

Mahabharala and the Ramayana. Both the books indicate that 

'Kamrupa' stretched out to the Bay of Bengal to the south and its some 

parts were hi lly areas. 28 Later we found some information from the 

writings of Buddhists era. Among them, the Greek writings during 

Buddh ists era gave us some obvious ind ication. 

During Morya Empire, Greek General Selukas, Genera l of Great 

Alexander, sent his messenger, Megasthenes to the court of Chandra 

Gupta Morya. Megasthenes (who visited in 302 Be) wrote his 

experiences oflnd ia in his famous wr it ing Indika. In the book, he tagged 

a map of Morya Empire that showed the territory of Mymensingh under 

the kingdom of Kamrupa. Dr. Delwar Husain demonstrated ' Kamrupa ' as 

the whole of East Bengal , Mith ila to the west-north side and Magadha to 

the southwest sidc. 29 

J lowcvcr, to skctch a clear image of the po litical and administrative 

development of Mymensingh and to save the reader from the haz iness of 

the early history of Mymensingh, we can discuss in several phases. Thus 

we divide the time (from ancient time to 1947) into several periods 

accord ing to the political importance. 

Mvmcnsingh in ancient time 

In thc timc of 'Janapod ' era Mymensingh was mostly part o f Vanga. 

However, less infonnation was fo und about this era. Only some myths 

and re ligious wri tings give some information such as the Ramoyano, the 

u Ibid, p. l 
2q I-fusain ,Dclwar, SI/e,.plI I" (II" Elhil/aas. Dhakll, p.2 1 
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Mahabharata. Greek & Chinese writings I.e. writings of Megasthenes, 

Wang Chuang, Huen Tsung, Ptolemy etc . 

According to these writings and myths, the territory of Mymensingh was 

under the kingdom of Kamrupa.'o There was no independent political 

status of this area at that time. Perhaps, the people were under feudal 

system as like as the adjacent territories. In the 4th century, during the 

reign of Samudragupta, the region (whole of Kamrupa) was part of the 

Gupta Empire 31 

After Gupta re ign when ' Mohasamata' Sasanka was able to include north 

and west Bengal w ith his kingdom, the territory of Mymensingh (south & 

east of Bengal) perhaps remained under Kamrupa as he (Sasanka) did not 

wi llingly or was not able to grasp the south and East Bengal under his 

kingdom, as he himself is a Banga lee.32 One of the main reasons behind 

not willing to invade the territory by Sasanka was, may be, he was 

interested to spread his superior ity towards the North of Bharst because 

to be a ru ler o f North India was the most prestigious matter. According to 

Dr. Abdul Hannan, Sasanka may be re luctant to impose warfare upon the 

Bangalees as he himself was a Banga lee king.J3 

Before Sasanka, among the rulers o f the North Bharat, none but Emperor 

Samudra Gupta (340-380 AD) was the nrst who was able to spread his 

domination over some parts of Mymensingh." The Alahabad stone plate 

of Emperor Samudra Gupta conveys this ind icat ion. 

lO Maj umdar, R.C .. llislo/y of Bengal. VoL I. Ducca. 1953. p,60 
J I Mazumdar, Kcdarnalh, AloymulIsllingllCr Wllnsll 0 MO),lIIonsingher Biboroll. Dh:lk:l :An:lnd:ldhar:l 

Prok:.lsony. 2005. p. 15·24 
H :.I) Ibid. p.60 : b) Hann!!n .Dr. Mohammed.Oangaleer £Ii/was. Dhaka: An upom Prokasony. 1999, 

p.58·62 
)) Banga/cll r Eli llaa$. p.5S·62 
H Bahadur.Rai K ,L. Borua. Eady lIisIOI)' OjK(uIII'IIpt/, Shi long. 1933.p.42 
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After Sasanka (ironically, after the death of emperor Harsabardhwan of 

the North India). in absence of a strong ruler both in the north and west 

India, the Benga l was faced with anarchy known as "Matsonaya' for a 

century. In this century, the domination over the Mymensingh was 

changed frequently . Some times, it came under the Kamrupa or raised 

powerful local land lords. Ancr the death of Sasanka, the short-lived 

emperor Harsabardhwan (606-647 AD) dominated over Mymensingh. 

Some believe that, actua lly the territory went under the king 

Bhaskarbarma of Kamrupa and the latter was dominated by emperor 

Harsabardhwana.J5 The terri tory remained under Kal11rupa till the 

emergence of Pala Empi re]6 

Based on the copper plate of Sree Chandra, found in ' Poschimbhag' of 

Moulavibazar, Dr. A. M. Chowdhury remarked that the territory went 

under Chandra rule during 10th century : 

", .. . This copper plate proves the story of the Chandra ruler as for 

cast as the Sylhcl region. In that case. the district of Mymcnsingh 

should also have formed a part of Chandra Empire .'oJ7 

Duri ng the first quarter of the eleventh century, the Chandra 

Empire was attacked and destroyed by . Razendra Cho/" of Chol 

kingdom and ' Kama' of Kolchury kingdom. After the collapse of 

Chandra kingdom, Mymensingh went under the Pala Empire. 

JS Ibid. p.90 
10 Cho\\dhury,A. M. /Jinn.Hie Ifi~HOry of Bengal, Dhaka, p.) 7 
J1 Ibid, p. 177 
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Mym.ns i"!!h under Pa la E mpirc(A pproximatclv 750-770 A D) 

Though the Pa la Empire was established in 8th century, they were busy 

with the North & West Benga l. Thus they were late to dominate over this 

arca. Accord ing to records, some parts of the Mymcnsingh area, which 

were part of Pundravardhana in 7th century AD, were restored to 

Kamrupa between the 8th and 10th cemuries. Subsequently, some small 

kingdoms, subservient to the Pala Empire were there in area. While Sishu 

Pala, Harishchandra Pa la and l asho Pala, ru led in the southern portions, 

Bhag Ollila (who ruled in Kamrupa) established himself in the Madhupur 

tract. 38 

So far as we know. as many as th ree kings of PHla Empire ruled 

over Mymcnsingh. They were Bigraha Pala (1058- 1075). 

Mohipala- II (1075- 1087) and Rampala ( 1082- 11 24). 

Taking the opportunity o f the weakness of Pala Empire, during the 

re ign of Rampaia, Mymcnsingh came under the Barman kingdom. 

The Barman, ruled the territory Ii'om cleven century to the middle 

of twelve century,39 

Mymensingh during ella DynaslY (Approximately 11 25-1 206) 

After the collapse of Barman dynasty, the territory went under the ru le of 

Bij oy Sena. But he could not do minate over some parts o f Mymensingh 

and that was captured by Kamrupa.40 During the reign of 8 a ll a1 Sena, the 

northeast part of Mymensingh was still under the domination of 

Kamrllpa. It was Lakhman Sen a ( 11 78-1 206), who first made the total 

JI MUlJmdar. Ked:lrnath. Il/oYIllOlIshingiler Ilillas}, 0 i1/()yIllQn~'illglH!" Bibol'oll_ Dhaka : Anandadharu 
Prokasony.2oo5, p, 15-24 

JO Majumdar, R,C"History' oj Be/lglll, Vol, I, D:lccn, 1953, p.198 
-40 Ibid, p.2 17 ; Early IlisfOlyo/KomruPlJ, p.200 
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territory of Mymensingh come under Sen a rule.4I After the fa ll of Sena 

capital by the invas ion oflkhtyaruddin Muhammad Bin Bakhtyar Khi ljee, 

the northeast part of Mymensingh again went under Kamrupa. Preethu 

( 1200-1 228), the king of Karnrupa captured the territory. Though the 

Khiljee rul e uprooted the Sena rule, they confined themselves within the 

area of 'Lakhnauti' for a century. As a resuil . some loca l ruler took the 

opportun ity and remained powerful. 

Mymensingh und er Muslim rule(1206-1765) 

Though Bakhtyar Kh iljee could not grasp the total territory of Bengal, he 

paved the way of ending the Hindu ru le over Bengal. In the first portion 

of the fourteenth century, Sultan of Ghour, Shamsuddin Feroz Shah 

(130 1-1 322) succeeded to grasp the Mymensingh totally. Thus Muslim 

rule started here and continued till the batt le of Boxer ( 1765). 

" perhaps the greatest event or the re ign or Sultan 

Shumsuddin Firoz (Dehlavi) was the expansion or the Muslim 

Powers into the modern Mymensingh district.,,42 

However, up to the s ixteenth century, the Muslim ru lers were unable to 

capture the total territory of the district all the time. The control over 

some parts of the district (perhaps north-east part) was frequently 

changed. Some times it came under the feudal rule of Koach, Metch, 

Garo, Hajang community who were chai ned by the Kamrupa rulers. 

sometimes the lotal territory of Mymensingh went under the Muslim 

ru le:13 

&I Majumdar ,R.C., Hi.flOIY of Bengal. Vil,l . p.220 
u Snrb r,J.N. lfi~'IOIY ojlJellgal, VoW , Dacca, 1972, p.79 
oj Lhhadur ,K.L. I3llrua,£::al'O' l-lis(OIY of Kaml'''pll, p.24 I 
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Alier Shamsuddin Firuz Shah, h is son Giasuddin Bahadur Shah ascended 

on the throne of Sonargaon in 1322 and all the feudal rulers of 

Myrnensingh bowed to him . Thus, total Mymensingh came under his 

contro l. Then as a representative of Tughlak dynasty of Delhi, Bahram 

Khan took the authority of Sonargaon but he could not establish his rule 

over lOtal terri tory of Mymensingh and the north portion of this district 

was ruled by the ' Boro Bhuiyan' by the blessing of the king of Kamrupa. 

Bahram Khan was killed by his weapon bearer Fakhruddin . Fakhruddin 

took the name of ' Fakhruddin Mubarak Shah', ascended on the throne of 

Sonargaon and initiated an independent rule of Bengal in 1338 ignoring 

the ' Delhi Sultanat' . The independent rule lasted till 1538. 

Alier Fakhruddin, Shamsuddin 1l1 ias Shah inaugurated ' 111ias Shahi 

dynasty' in 1353. He was a powerful ru ler. But his successors were 

politica lly unsound . As a result , for sometime, the Muslim rule in Benga l 

became stuck off. Raja Ganesil, a powerful Hindu nobi lity of lll ias Shahi 

dynasty and the zami ndar of 'Vaturia' LOok the opportun ity of the 

weakness of Shahabuddin Byazid Shah and grasped the power of Ghaor 

in 14 15. Thus started a short-term Hindu ru le over the territory within the 

fi ve centuries of Muslim rule in Indian sub-continent. However, his reign 

did not las t long. Raja Ganes and his son ' Jadu ' (who was turned into 

Muslim and took the l1ame, Jalal Uddil1 Muhammad Jadu) ruled over the 

area fro m 141 5-1 435)" III 14 37, the second phase of 1l1ias Shahi rule 

started when Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud ascended the throne of Gaur. 

However, some parts of Mymensingh remained under Kamrupa this 

~. Rahim ,Dr. A. & Others, 8llllg{(J{icshc,. EOII(l(ls, Dhaka: Nouroj Kitabi stan. 1992, p.205: ulso sec 
Gholam I-Iossai n Salim: Riaj Us Salmin 
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time. His successors ruled over this dis trict till 1486- 1487. Then Benga l 

as well as the Mymensingh went under slave rule for sometime. 

As many as fo ur s lave Suhans ru led in this period ( 1486/87-1493). One 

of the major importances of this period is that, the north part of 

Mymcnsingh i.e. Sherpur came under the Muslim rule this time.45 

Later A lauddin Husen Shah ( 1493 -1 519) grasped the throne of Gour after 

the killing o f anarchist s lave suhan Shamsuddin Mujaffar Shah and 

established ' Husenshahi Dynasty' . This era is considered as the ' golden 

age' of sultani period. Husen Shah sent his armed [orces against 

Kamrupa. As a result, the north part of Mymens ingh came under his 

contro l.46 He a lso turned his attention to the welfa re of the general people. 

Hence, some people considered h im as great as emperor Akbar ofDelhi.47 

The administrati ve development and sOllnd revenue system were the most 

remarkable achievement of his reign.48 However, the last sultan of 

' Husan Shahai era', suhan Gias uddin Mahmood Shah was not strong 

enough to prevent the koach king Bishaw Sing. The latter regained his 

power in the north part o r Mymcnsingh.49 Gias Uddin was unable to 

prevent not only the Koaches but also was defeated by the Pathan Sultan 

of Delhi, Emperor Sher Shah( 1538 AD)." Thus ended the two centuries 

of independent suitanat of Benga l. Mymensingh went under the direct 

domination o f Sher Shah re ign of Delhi a fter the death of suitan 

Giasuddin Mahmood Shah. Though Sher Shah re igned only for fi ve 

. S Sarkar ,J .N. (cd.), /lislory of Bellgal. Vol. II, Dhaka, 1972, p.1J9 

.~ Khan ,Nurul Islum (cd.), Bellgal DiSIrit:1 Ga;elfcel'S: M)'mensing hh. Dacca: Bangladesh Govl. Press. 
1978. p.56 

47 Mukhop:ldhya .Sukhomoy. Bonglor £ tih(J(lser Ollsho Boc""or: Sadhi" SIiI /(lIIde l' Amul. p.180-182 
41 Sachse ,F.A., Filial Report 011 the SlIn'e), alld Se lliemelli Operatioll illlhe Oislrit:1 of M),lI1ensilllSh". 
1908-1919, Kolkata, 1917, p.32 
., Khan .Nurul Islam (cd.). Bellgal District Ga;elleers: Myn/(:n.~il/ghh . Daccn: Bangl:ldcsh Govt. rrcs.~. 

1978. p.56-57 
'0 Rahim ,Dr. A. & OthCT5. BUlIg/adesher EtilU/~·. Dhuka : Nouroj Ki tubistun. 1992, p.20S 
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years, he managed to establish a strong administration in the district. He 

di vided M ymcnsingh into some 'Sarkars' and 'Parganas.' 51 

During the reign of Is lam Shah ( 1535-1 553), son of Emperor Sher hah, a 

zamindar named Sulaiman Khan occupied the norlhem port ion of 

Mymens ingh and started independent zamindary rule over the territory. 

He was actually a . Rajput' named Kalidas Gojdani . Later he embraced 

Islam and took the name, Sulaiman Khan . Once he got appointed in the 

revenue department o f Husainshahi dynasty and gradually raised his 

power. He managed to marry the daughter of Sultan G iasuddin Mahmood 

Shah. After the fall of Husainshahi dynasty, he came to Mymensingh and 

established an independent rule." Pathan emperor Is lam Shah sent a 

military force under Taj Khan & Daria Khan against him . They defeated 

him and Sulaiman Khan bowed down his head to Pathan emperor. But 

Su laiman Khan was ambitious, shrewdly trying to recapture his power. 

Keeping silence for some days, he again revo lted against the Pathans. 

This lime, Taj KJ,an & Daria Khan gave no chance, advanced aga inst him 

and arrested him shrewdly and killed him . His two sons, Isha & Ismail 

were sold to a Turkish trader. This Isha later became the leader of Boro 

Bhuiyans in BengaL" 

After the death of emperor Islam Shah of Delhi. Mymens ingh was 

occupied by Sur Dynasty of Gour. Again the northern part o f the district 

went under Kamrupa. H 

Later Kor Ran i Dynasty of Benga l demolished the Koach domination 

over Mymensingh. Sulaiman Kor Rani sent a powerful Muslim force 

)1 Bengal Dis/riel Gu:elleers: Mymellsinghh. Dacca, 1978, p.57 
H Sarkar, J.N. (cd.), /{is/QI)' o/Bengal, Vol. II , Dhaka, 1972, p. l 77 
,J IJcnga/ Dis/riel Gu:elll:el'J: MymelJ!linghh. , Daccn, 1978, p.57 
.~ Duhndur, Rai K.L. []:lru:l, Early lIi.I'/ory oj Kumrupa, Shilong, 1933,p.30 1 
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under great warrior Genera l ' Ka lapahar against so-ca lled Koach general 

' Sukladhos' or ' Chila Roy', brother of koach king Rajnarayan. General 

Kalapahar demolished a ll prides of the Koaches and advanced upto 

'r ' f K " eJpur 0 amrupa. 

As we stated before, Isa the son of the daughter-in-law of sultan 

G iasuddin Mahmood Shah was sold to a Turkish trader. By the charity of 

Taj Khan Kaf Rani. Isa escaped frol11 the s lavery and started a zamindary 

under the Kor rani dynasty in Bengal. With sincerity and hard labor as 

well as intelligence and bravery, Isa became a powerfu l zamindar of 

Sonargaon. Later he grasped the' Janglebary fortresses of Kishorgonj 

from a feudal Koach zamindar. Within 1584, he captured the whole of 

west Sylhet, ent ire Tripura, east Dhaka & Mymens ingh." Thus he 

became a powerful landlord. He and his successors held the supremacy 

over Mymensingh ti ll the 1605 when emperor Jahangir of Delh i ascended 

the throne. Though the Mughal supremacy was establ ished over Bangia 

in July, 1576. Isa Khan & his succeSsors were undefeated. They ruled 

thei r terri tory like small independent kingdoms. 

Duri ng the domination of Musa Khan. son of Isa Khan, the most powerful 

zamindar in Bengal, some parts of north o f Mymensingh (i.e. in Susung) 

went under Raghu Dev of Kamrupa. On the other hand, east of the river 

Brahmaputra was ruled by Khawaja Osman and made his center at 

. Bokainagar'. 

Khawaja Osman was later defeated by Subadar Islam Khan in 16 11. 

'l11Us, Mymcnsingh went under Mugha\ rule completely.s1 During the rule 

of Mughal ' Subadars ' & independent Nababs, Mymensingh was under 

Mughal administration. 

"·b·d 30' 1 1 • p. _ 
,~ Rahim, Abdur. Serial alld Cull IIm/ J-/iSfO,,)' of Bengal, VoLI. p.199 
J1 Benga! Districl G(Celfeers: MymclIsillghh.Dacca. 1978. p.6 1 
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Mvroensingh under British rule(l 765-1947) 

Afterthe tragic defeat of Subadar Meer Kashem in Boxer (1765), Bengal 

as well as Mymensingh went under British East India Company. East 

India Company initially imposed diarchy system. Company took the 

authority of revenue administration but almost entire civi l administration 

remained under the Nabab of Dhaka. So Nabab got powerless 

responsibility whereas company took the opportunity of practicing power 

witholll responsibility. 

Company did nol take any reform rather they left the authority of revenue 

collecti on on the local zam indars or Nababs. It seemed the East India 

Company aimed at collecting as much revenue as poss ible. 

Initially, the revenue administration of JamaJpur was under Rani Bhawani 

of Nalore. The rest of the revenue area of Mymensingh was under the 

Nabab or Dhaka. 

In 1786 the East India Company made the whole Mymensingh including 

Tanga il a separate revenue unit under Mr. H. Barool. 15t May of the 

follow ing year, the whole Mymensingh was declared as a District. The 

first district co llector of Mymensingh was Mr. W. Rattan.58 

One of the significant differences between the British reign and other 

rulers is that the British never got mixed with the native people. They just 

used the ir poli tical power as a weapon of suction and their trend was to 

grasp wealth as much as possible within the shortest possible time. As a 

resuil, they were indifferent about the welfare of the mass-people whereas 

we saw, other ru lers were aware of the welfare of the ir subject. No doubt, 

SI ibid. p.63 
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they also imposed tax over their tenants but at the same time, they 

encouraged developing the agriculture. trade and commerce as well. 

Hence, during the British period, the condition of the general people 

became so worse that some or them were compelled to give up cultivation 

and became land less wanderers. 

In the past, we saw the rebellion occurred against the ruling power by the 

powerful zamindars or by the nobi lity. The general people had no interest 

on polit ical intervention. General people used to take the change of a 

ru ling power as a natural event. They were always obedient to the 

ex isting rulers and the rulers were also careful fo r the welfare of their 

subjects as no subject was regarded as a threat to them . Contlicts were 

prevalent only among the nobili ties. 

But in British period, we see, a different trend. The British were so 

indifferent about the condit ion of their subjects that a sense of 

nationalism against the British arose among the general people gradually. 

After the defeat of the combined alliance of the Mughals against the 

British East India Company (Boxer, in 1965), as many as two mi ll ion 

military people became jobless.s9 The company Government ought to 

take necessary steps fo r the livelihood of these soldiers. But they did not 

fo llow any procedure rather they imposed high revenue target on the 

collectors. This kind of cruel action, demolished thousands of solvent 

families and they became beggars. Statistics show that as a result of the 

diarchy system as many as ten mil lion people among 30 mill ion died in 

1770 in Bengal for starvation . 

.. Malley .L.S.5.0, History of Bengol, Bflwr ami Ol'ls,w IInder Brilish Rille, p.907 
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To escape from the British colonial cruel rule, some movements arose 

from the very beginning. One of the most remarkable initial rebellions 

was 'Fak irs & Sannyassi ' rebellion. William Hunter addressed this 

rebell ion as 'The Revolt ofCultivalOrs. ·60 

The ' Fakirs & Sannyassi' rebellion occurred in Bengal from 1763-1787. 

But in Mymensingh, it started during the rule of Warren Hastings. In 

1776 a valiant battle occurred between 'Fakirs & Sannyassi ' and the 

British force. The English captain Edward was defeated and killed though 

the 'Fak irs & Sannyassi ' paid heavy toll of lives. In 178 1, again the 

'Fakirs & Sannyassis' started their activities from the Madhupur Jungle. 

As a result. anarchism arose in Mymensingh.6
! The zam i ndars 0 r 

Mymensingh sought help of Brit ish force. The Company Government 

scnt an army under General Henry Lodge. General Henry Lodge set up a 

strong camp at Begunbari in 1782. He attacked 'Fakirs & Sannyassi' all 

on a sudden at 'Cherkayath '. Defeated by the company soldiers the 

raiders took shelter in the Jungle of Madhupur. 

In 1783 Fakir Majnu Shah again entered Mymensingh with his one 

thousand fo llowers but cou ld not succeed against the company soldiers 

and was compelled to leave Mymensingh." In 1784 several battles took 

place between the two forces in di fferent places of Mymensingh. But 

none got the linal victory. The rebellion finally was demolished by Lord 

Cornwa llis. 

At the same period, Garos & Hajangs of the northern part of Mymcnsingh 

also revolted against the Hindu zamindars. They revolted under the 

()(I Uuntcr .w. W., Allllais of Rllral Bel/gal 
6 1 Bel/gal Disfr ict Ga;elleers: My mel/sil/ghh .• D:'lcc:'l, 1978, p.65 
~: Roy,Suprakas, 8harOfer Krishok Bidroho 0 GOl/otalllrik Sal/gram, Calcutta, 1972, p.3 
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leadership of ' Sampratee' & ' Tipu Paagla '. This rebe llion a lso did not 

come out victorious.63 

O ne of the main reasons behind the 'Fakirs & Sannyass i' rebellion and 

the rebellion of Triba l people ,vas the ' Permanent Settlement' and the 

suppression ofzamindars . 

In the nineteenth century, the wave of ' Faraijee Movement ' and ' Tariqot­

e- Muhammadia ' movement also hit the district. Primarily it was actually 

a religious movement but later it became a strong rebellion against the 

suppressive zamindars and 'Neelkars.' The people of this district 

supported the two movements and gave finan cia l he lp. Some also look 

part wi th ' Faraijee' Zcchad. 

The 'Sepoy Mutiny ' of 1857 was another remarkab le inc ident in the 

history of Brit ish India. There is no evidence about the participation of 

the people of this district in the mutiny but actions against Muslims 

aftermath of the mutiny by the British Government made the people of 

Mymens ingh shocked. There arose strong politica l awareness among the 

people of Mymcnsingh, which led them to a systematic movement. 

The parti tion of Bengal in 1905 had led the people of this district to the 

revolutionary activ it ies. In the promu lgation or the partition, MYl11cns ingh 

was included with ' East Bengal & Assam' province. The Muslims of this 

district welcomed the partition but the Hindu zamindars gOl shocked and 

made a furious movement. As a result, the Govern ment had to change the 

decision ( in 19 10). This declaration of Brit ish Government destroyed the 

communal harmony between Hindu and Muslim community In 

OJ Bengal Di.wrict G(Cl!lIeer.f : Mymensingllh, . Dacca, 1978. p.67 
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Mymens ingh as well as other territories o f Bangladesh. They became 

pol it ically conscious and took part in all the movements of the twentieth 

century. As we have seen} majority of the inhabitants of th is district are 

Muslims, they united under Muslim League and fought for ' Pakistan' . In 

fact, from 1937 to 1947, the Muslims of th is territory fought va liantly fo r 

' Pak istan' . 

In August 14, 1947, Pakistan got independent from T he British colonial 

rule and Mymens ingh includ ing Tangail was tota lly added to Pakistan as 

per . Red Cliff Comm ission'. 

As a geograph ical area, major porti on of Mymensingh was always ruled 

by the rulers of the nOl1h-easl India or Benga\. However, its north part 

was frequently dominated by Kamrupa Or by powerful local zamindars. 

This trend changed ancr lhe appearance of the Bri tish. Before the Bri tish. 

the rulers frequently were changed but general people were almost in the 

same track of living i.c. mostly engaged in cultivation. But the British 

revenue system and Permanent settlement system demolished the age old 

carefree simple life of the general people. In the Brit ish period, a lso the 

communal harmony of Hindu-Muslim community was disturbed. The 

nat ionalism among the people arose as the British rulers never tried to 

mix with the native people like other rulers i.e. the Pathans, the Afgans, 

the Mughals cte. 

The pol itical and admin istrative development of Mymensingh as stated in 

this chapter will help the reader to rea lize the trend o f the people 

discussed in the fo llowing chapters. 
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Chapter-03 

Emergence of Bangalec Nationalism: Language Movement 

What is Nationa lis m: 

National ism is a modern concept. It is actually a mental unity. This 

mental unity can be produced for several reasons. When the people of 

different classes are ruled under the same authority through ages there 

may ra ise nationalism among the people. Simil ar ly, if the ru ling is not 

sound, if it is based on suction, there may raise a strong wall of 

dissatisfaction between the ruled and the rulers. This often makes the 

spiri t of nationalism among the suppressed. The emergence of 

nationalism among the people of Mymensingh derived from the ' unity of 

suppressed. l 

According to lH.Hayes, "Nationalism consists of modern emotional 

fusion and exaggeration of two very o ld phcnomcna- nationality and 

palriolisl11."64 Hans Kahn said, "Nationa lism is fi rst and foremost a state 

of mind, an act of consciousness.,,65 According to Professor Snyder, 

"Nationalism is a product of political, economic, social and intellectual 

factors at certain stage in history, is a condition of mind, feeling or 

sentiment or a group of people living in a well defined geograph ical 

area.,·66 Professor Padelford & Professor Linco ln gave another important 

definition . According to them, "Nationalism is an amalgam of two 

elements: an ideology embroidered about the idea of nationality and the 

political institutionalization of that ideology into national stage."" 

~~ Hayes ,J.H .. Essays 0 1/ Nmionafi,rnr. p,6 
hS Kahn ,l-ians. Thc Idca (lJ Nationalism, p. 10 
~ Snyder .L.L .. The MI'tlllJ lIg of Nmiollolisnr. p. 197 
e7 Padclford .N .J . (tnd Lincoln. The Dynamics oj IlItcrt/mial/oJ Pofilics, p.145 
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How ationalism arose among the people of Mymensineh 

As we see, in the previous chapter, the people of Mymensingh were ruled 

around the same territory through ages. Before the British colonial rule, 

they were ind ifferent about the change of rulers as they could lead their 

s imple li fe. They had to pay tribute to the rulers and the rulers used to do 

something for the welfare of their subject. Ethnica lly, the people were 

submiss ive, therefore, satisfi ed with the simpl e life. The age-old social 

class system and re ligious belief had made the people having 

conservative outlook . But in the British period, th is social structure had 

been broken down. European education, circulation of newspaper 

gradually made them conscious about their rights. The suppression of 

white people over the native people had made a sense of mental unity 

among the people of Mymens ingh. The pride of the rul ers made the 

subserv ient to be united. The parti tion of Bengal in 1905 ushered them 

to get immcnse opportuni ty to change their fa te. But in 191 1 when the 

British authority changed their decision, the people of this region got 

dishem1ened. They rea lized, wi thout being united they cou ld not be able 

to change their lot. As a result, they gathered under Indian National 

Congress and Muslim League. Later the power of Muslim League as a 

political organization strengthened here, as the majority of the people 

were Muslim . Jinnah's ' Two Nat ions' theory got popularity as the leaders 

of Muslim League sketched a solvent economy, certainty of job facilities, 

education, and equal participation in the administration before the general 

people. Also, the Muslim tenants dreamt of escaping from the 

suppression of Kolkata-based zamindars. As a result, they fought for 

achieving :Pakistan' and achieved it. 

Indeed, the two parts of Pakistan stale were unmatched almost in all 

respects. The distance between the two parts was almost 1200 miles. The 
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creed & culture, history & heritage, food and clothing, language - all 

were different. On ly religion was the common characterist ic. In this 

situation, to make a successful state, the rulers of the Pakistan should 

have paid attention to make a reasonable environment, to ensure proper 

distribution o f power. wealth and facil it ies to a ll the ci ti zens of both parts 

of the state so that no dissat isfact ion or suspicion can arise. But they were 

indifferent about the rights of the Bangalees; rather they ignored the 

contribut ion of the Bangalees in achieving ·Pakistan' . The founder of 

Pakistan Mohammed Ali Jinnah, once remarked,11 I have won Pakistan 

with the help of my secretary and my typewriter.','8 This kind of 

sentiment paved the way of indiscipline rather making united stand. From 

the very beginning of the emergence of Pakistan, the east part was faced 

with discrimination imposed by the west part though the East held the 

majority. 

Afler achieving ' Pakistan', the capital was set up in Karachi. The army, 

naval & air force head quarters were also set Lip in West Pakistan. Not 

only that, the state bank of Pak istan as well as all other imporlant 

government offices were set up in west Pakislan.69 

After the partition of Bharat, a central government was formed In 

Pak istan according to the constitution of 1935 . In the first cabi net of 

central Government of Pakistan, on ly two out of ten members were 

Bangalecs. On the other hand, when East Pakistan provincial Government 

was formed in August 14, 1947 , all the members ofSohrawardy cabinet, 

who were working till August 13, 1947, were ignored. Even, A.K. Fazlul 

Huq was ignored in the cabineL70 

~~ Saiyid ,M.S.,The SOIlIId OJFllry, A political Stlldy o/ MA . Jillnah, New Delhi: Document Press, 
twenty fi rst edition, 1986, p. 347 

~o H:;lIInan ,Dr. Mohammad, Banga/eer EtihatLJ, Dh:1k:1 : Anupom Prakasony. 1999, p.139 
70 Ahmed ,Siraj Uddin, llossliin Slwheed Sllhl'ml'(wdy, Dhaka :Bhaskar Prakasony, 19%, p.179 
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All these activities proved the evi l des ire of West Pakistan and the people 

of East Pakistan became shocked. Being the initial stage, people of East 

Pakistan kept patient. 

Initia lly. the status of East Pak istan within the Pakistan state was yet to 

determine. That is why the general people of East Pakistan took time to 

realize the blueprint of the West Pakistan rulers. Only the intellectuals 

and the students realized the conspiracy of West Pakistan i rulers from the 

beginning. No sooner had West Pakistan rulers hit on the language than 

the Bangalee intellectuals got a signal of blueprint and protested. 

In fact, the hit on the language was the first initiative of the West Pakistan 

rulers that broke the spirit of ' Muslim Nati onalism.' Thus the Banga lee 

people rea li zed the :Two Nations' theory was a bluff. It became clear to 

them that they were going to be a second class citizen within the Pakistan 

stale in the name of 'Muslim Nationalism', The activi ties of West 

Pakistan rulers proved that they treated the Bangalce people subservient 

to them. As a result a sense of 'unity of suppressed' arose among them 

which led them to form a strong 'BangaJee Nationalism.' The formation 

of the sense derived from the Language Movement. In fact, the Language 

Movement was the mother of all movements of the BangaJce people in 

Pakistan period. 

It is interesting to note that the protest of ignoring 'Bangia' as a state 

language of Pakistan spread furi ously am ong the mass people of 

Mymensingh as promptly as Dhaka. Though some political leaders or 

Mymensingh tried to keep the language movement in Mymensingh non­

violent in nature, people were aggressive. Mr. Abul Monsur Ahmend 

wrote, u " . I felt I should control the language movement in Mymensingh 

non-violent. Thus I formed a 3-members ' Committee o r Act ion' 
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including Mr. Hashimuddin (Secretary , Awami Muslim League, 

Mymens ingh District), Syed Badmddin Hossain (Vice-Principal, Anand 

Mohon College, Mymensingh) and myself. A party order issued that no 

one would take any step without the penniss ion of this committee. The 

authority arrested two members of this committee along with other 27 

slUdents including my son. The people gathered at the court yard and 

tried to seize it. The authority sought my help to keep peace. I urged the 

people, assured them that the arrested people will be released. I delivered 

speeches with megaphone to them and at one point they were to be calm. 

But when the news of student kill ing in Dhaka and arresting in 

Mymensingh spread around the remote localities, people rushed to the 

main town with thousands . .. , . 71 

The Language Movement has two phases: a) 1947-1 9 48 phase; 

b) 1952-1 956 phase. 

In the fi rst phase, the movement was lilnited to the imclleclual level. 

Part icipation of mass people was less obvious in th is period. As an initial 

period of Pakistan. people were still a blind supporter of Muslim League. 

So they were quite reluctant to go against the decision of Muslim League. 

In th is phase, any protest against Muslim League was considered as the 

betr, yalto the nation and the activists against Muslim League was treated 

as the agent of India. It is a matter of sorrow that the BangaJ ee 

representatives of Muslim League were from elite class and they were 

Urdu speaking people. Despite being Bangalee, they were indifferent 

about the interest o r the welfare or thei r 1110therland rather they were busy 

with their power and position. 

JI Ahmed.A bul Monsur. A 1II1Ir Deklm Raj nitir Pone/illS IJ()CliliQr. Dhaka : Nouroj Ki labi ~ lan , 
llangl:lba7.nr, July 1968. p.253 
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On the other hand, the progressIve Bangalee leaders were concerned 

about the ' Lingua Franca' from the very beginning. In September 1947 

'Tamaddun Majlis' was establ ished under the leadership of Principal 

Abul Kashem. Dr. Muhammed Shahidullah, A. K. Nurul Huq and some 

other inte llectuals were writing relentlessly about the importance of 

' Bangia ' as a ' Lingua Franca." In October 1947 'Rastra Bhasa Songrsm 

Parisod ' was established. Nurul Haq Bhuiyan was selected as the 

convener of the parisod. 

On November 27, 1947 an ed ucation conference was he ld in Karachi , the 

capital of Pakistan. In the conference two Bangalee representatives 

Health Mi nister Mr. Habibullah Bahar and Central Education Minister 

Mr. Pazlur Rahman joined from Dhaka. In the conference a unanimous 

decision was passed that 'Urdu shall be the state language of Pakistan.' 

'Momil1g News' in Dhaka published the news on 6 December. In protest 

of the decision taken in the Education Conference in Karach i, a meeting 

presided by Principal Abul Kashem (Chief of Tamuddun Majlis) was held 

in Dhaka. It was the first meeting in demand of lBangla' as a state 

language. A large number of students of Dhaka Universi ty, Dhaka 

Intermed iate College, Jagannath Intermediate Co llege and other 

educational institut ions joined the meeting. Professor Munir Chowdhury, 

Justice Abdur Rahman Chowdhury, Ka llayan Das Gupta, A.K.M. Ahsan 

and others deliver speeches in the meeting. 

A fter the meeting a procession went to the secretarial. The student leaders 

met agricu lture Minister Mr. Afzal, Nurul Amin & Hamidu l Huq 

Chowdhury. Later they went to Khwaja Nazim Uddin, the Prime 

Minister. At first Prime Minister pretended to be s ick . But when the 

students became furiolls, he agreed to meet the representatives of the 
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students. The students compelled him to give a written commitment that 

he would try utmost to establ ish ' Bangia' as a state language of Pakistan. 

In mid-January 1948 ' Rastra Bhasa Songram Parisod' organized a joint 

convention in Dhaka University premise. In the convention, a proposal 

was approved that from the Primary level to intermediate level, the 

medium of education would be Bangia. The convention demanded this 

proposal should be made effective afler the 1950-1 95 1 sessions. 

In February 23 , 1948 at the Pakistan National Assembly, the amendment 

drawn by Dhirendranath Dattto insert ' Bangia' along with English and 

Urdu as a state language was r~jected . Dhirendranath Datt urged in his 

amendment bill that Bangalees were the majority of the total population 

of Pakistan. So, Bangia should also be the state language along with 

English & Urdu . But the Prime Minister of then Pakistan Mr. Liaquat Ali 

Khan said." ..... Pak istan has been created becau e of the demand of the a 

hundred million Muslims in this sub-continent and the language of a 

hundred million Muslim is Urdu ........ Pak istan is a Muslim state and it 

must have its lingua franca the language or the Muslim nation." In fact it 

was not true. Urdu was spoken only by the 7% people of Pakistan. 

Whereas Bangia was the mother tongue of 56% people of Pakistan. 

In reaction. all the educational jnstilutions in Dhaka observed strike. On 

29th February, a strike was observed around the country. The Govemment 

took the hard line and police charged the strikers of 29'" February. An 

unknown number of strikers were arrested. March 2. 'Raslra 8 hasa 

Songram Parisod' was reorganized for the second lime at Fazlul Huq Hall 

of Dhaka University. Shamsul Hoque was made convener of this parisod. 

At least two members of different organization were included the parisod. 

The paris ad call upon Hartal on II March around the country. 5 & 6 
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March, the pari sod met together to fi x & distribute responsibilities for the 

success of the Hartal on II March. The movement gradually became 

furious. At last Khwaja Nazim Uddin was compelled to sit on a 

discuss ion with the agitating student leaders. He agreed with the 8-points 

of the agi tating leaders. But in reality he was just pretending with them to 

ensure cool environment before the visit of Jinnah at Dhaka. 2 1 March at 

Race Course Maydan, Jinnah declared, "Urdu shall be the state language 

or Pak istan." People attended the meeting protested the declaration on the 

instance. In March 24, a reception meeting was held in Curzon Hall of 

Dhaka Univers ity. In the meeting. Jinnah repeated ' Urdu and only Urdu 

shall be the state language of Pakistan.' The students presently protested 

the declaration by saying 'No, No'. Aller this incident, the Language 

Movement holds the attent ion of tatal nation. 

After the death of Ji m13h, the movement became slow due to the vacuum 

in the national politics in Pakistan. 

The Language Movement became tunllo il aga in when Khwaja Nazim 

Uddin declared Urdu as the state language of Pakistan at a meeting 

presided by Nurul Amin at Pa ltan Maydan on January 26, 1952. The 

students rejected the evil statement. ' Rastra Bhasa Songram Parisod' 

immediately ca lled for a student-strike and a meet ing on January 30. 

After the strike, a meeting presided by Khaleque Nauaj Khan decided to 

hold stri ke at Dhaka and a Hartal around the country. In January 31, a 

meeting presided by Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani was held at 

Moktar Bar Library of in Dhaka. In the meeting 40 members of 

~ S arbada li o Rastra Bhasa Songram Parisod' was made. Mr. Kazi Oholal11 

Mahbub was elected convener. The parisod took preparation for the 

Hartal of 2 1 February. 20m February was budget session. All on a sudden, 
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the Government imposed section 144 on 20 February in Dhaka for a 

month. The student leaders decided to break section 144 and gather at 

Dhaka university premise. It was Thursday, 2 1 February 1952. At dawn 

police cordoned the whole campus of Dhaka Univers ity. T he student 

leaders stayed at Dhaka Univers ity area from the night before 21 

February. They entered the campus in a group of two. Gradually the 

gathering became vast concourse of people. A meeting started at 11 in the 

morning under the Banyan tree of Dhaka University. The student leaders 

took the decision to overthrow section 144. They decided to break the 

section 144 with groups cOl1laining 2 members each. The first group was 

led by Habibur Rahman Shelly (former Chief Advisor of the caretaker 

Government), student of the Department of History, University of Dhaka. 

At first police arrested some of the students. But at a moment police fired 

on the procession of the students. Abul Barkat, Ra fi q Uddin, Abdul 

Zabbar became spot dead. Abdus Salam injured by the bullet and later 

died in the hospita l. As a resul t of the bru tal ki lling of the students at 

Dhaka. a name of protest spread through the crstwhile East Pakistan. 

Language Movement in Mymensin gh District: 72 

The people of Mymensingh district were always polit ica lly conscious. 

During the early years, they experienced numerous movements against 

Brit ish colonial rule. From the part ition of Bengal ( 1905) to the part ition 

of Bharat ( 1947), she played an important role. Same thing was seen 

during the Language Movement of East Pakistan. As an adjacent district 

71 The informalion of this chapter was collected mainly from Abu Mohammed Delwar Hossain 
(cd): 81msa AlldolOIl('r Allcl!oliqlle Sflhaas, Bo.ngla Academy. Dhaka. 2000. The infOrmatiOn wa.~ 
revised by the interviews of some concerned persons. B(lIIgla PerJ;a contains some di strict-wise 
information in this regard. Bhas(I Alldo/tJ/ll!r Efilllmr written by nasir AI Helal is the most 
elaborate work in th iS field. A bibliography has also given at the end of this chapter from whcrc 
valuable informution was collected. Sec also. Ornik, M .A.Rtwrabhas(1 And%ller Elillll.f. 
gholO//lI!JI'(lb(jh 0 Pl'ekMf 8i.~hleshofl, Dhaka : A I-!I)cvclopmcnt Publishing House. 2005. p. 174: 
sec interview 1-10 ( appendix· I) 
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of Dhaka, Mymensingh always got in touch with the political wave of 

national movement. 

Once Mymensingh was a strong depot of Muslim League. It was the 

hometown of some powerful national leaders. It was the hometown of 

Nurul Amin. Monaem Khan, Abu! Mansur Ahmed etc. However, after 

the achievement of Pakistan, Muslim League gradually lost her prestige 

y ielding to Awami Muslim League due to the suppressive rule. 

So far as known, the progressive minded people of this district were 

awarc of the importance of Bangia as a • Lingua Franca' from the very 

beginning. In December 1947. afte r the protest of Urdu in Dhaka, a 

meeting was held on 24th December at Bipin Park presi ded over by Mr. 

Rafiq Uddin Bhuiyan. The meeting lVas arranged by 'Sammilito Chhatra 

Parisod. ' In the meeting, the speakers demanded ' Bangia as a state 

language of East Pakistan.' Allaf Uddin Talukdar, Paanu Majumdar, 

Kanu Roy, Kanu Majumdar and Moulavi Kaykobad also delivered 

speeches in the meeting. 

In March 1948, several meetings were held in the town to make people 

aware of the movement. I n these days, apart from the students and 

political leaders, the general people also opined on the point of ' Bang ia ' 

as the state language of Pakistan. 

On March 02, 1948: Renaissa nce Society organized a meeting at the 

Bipin Park. The Secretary of the sadar sub-division Mus lim League Mr. 

A.H . Fakrudd in presided over the meet ing. In the meeting, Moazzem 

Hossain Khan, Amar Roy, Abdur Rahman, Debesh Bhattcharya, M.A. 

Sullan and Altaf Talukdar gave speeches. A ll o f them demanded the 

Bangladesh as the state language. 
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On March I I, 1948 : A hartal was observed in the town. A procession 

rounded the town and ended in Bipin Park. All the shops were closed and 

the vehicles did not move. 

On March 14. 1948: A meeting pres ided over by Raflq Uddin Bhuiyan 

was held in the same place. Sher e Bangia Fazlul Haq de livered speeches 

in the I11ceting.7J 

On March 25, 1948: A meeting was held at Bipin Park. Raflq Uddin 

Bhuiyan pres ided over this meeting. He and Mr. Shamsul Huq expressed 

their experience to the people about the Paltan meeting of linnah. i\ 

proccssion took out after the meeting. But the po lice and some other 

Muslim League activists attacked the meeting. Police charged tear shell. 

As a result, Shamsu l Haq. Monoranjan Dhar, MOZ3111l11 c l Huq and some 

other injured. In protest of the anack. a general strike was called for the 

next March 26. It was successful. 

The Language Movement arose in the district as soon as the brutal killing 

of the students in Dhaka in February 21 , 1952. Through the phones of the 

telephone office and from the passengers of mail tra in, people collected 

the news of Dhaka?l 

On February 22. 1952: i\ meeting was held in the town Hall in protes t of 

the fi ri ng of the police on the students. In the meet ing with 256 members 

·S.rbodolio Sangram Pari sod' was formed. 

On February 23rd, 1952: A general strike was observed in the town . All 

the educational institutions, shops were closed. Another proposal was 

11 I3houmik ,Rita tcd.), Pllrho Bonglor 811os(1 Al/dQ/oller Dolifpmra (1948-52), Dhaka: Mira 
Pr3kasoni , Ekushc Granthamcla, 2005, p.33 

14 ibid, p. l02 
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passed in a meeting that a procession would round the town three times 

every day. This program aimed at making the general people aware of the 

Language Movement. The Sangram Pari sod urged the general people for 

raising fund s for the assistance of movement. People of all walks of life 

responded spontaneously. 

On February 24, 1952: A hartal was observed in the town . All the heads 

of the educational institutions decided in a meeting to remain close the 

institutions for further three days .15 

On February 26, 1952: A complete successful hartal was observed in the 

town. At noon, a meeting was held in the Bipin Park which was presided 

over by Abu l Mansur Ahmed. As many as 30 thousand people joined the 

meeting. People of remote areas joined the meeting on foot or by train. 

This mccting proved that the general people of Mymensingh were very 

much conscious about their political stand. In the meeting, resignation of 

assembly members was demanded due to the inability of raising voice for 

Bangia as the slate Language of East Pakistan . People also gave slogans 

against Nurul Amin in the meeting.16 

A fler the brutal ki II ing of the students in Dhaka, name of protests spread 

also in the other thanas of the districts. 

On 22 February the students of Darirampur High School. Treesal 

observed a hartal. A meeting also was held on the day at the Eidgah 

Maidan which was presided over by Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed. 

H ibid, p. ll l 
1~ ibid. p. ll ) 
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On February 24, the students of ' Chandipasha High School took out a 

large proce sion. At 5 0' clock of the same day a public meeting was held 

at ' Dac-banglo.' Approximately nve thousand people gathered in the 

meeting. 

On February 26, 1952 a public meeting was held at ' Lauhati High 

School ' which was presided over by Mr. Abdur Rahman IUlan . In 

Ishwargonj and Fulbari 1 two large meeting were held on the same day. 

On February 27, a hartal was observed at Haluaghat. 

After the bnllai killing of students in Dhaka, Prime Minist.er Nurul Am in 

passed ' Bangia' as the state language of East Pakistan in the legislative 

assembly on February 23. 1952. Next day hc thrcatened by saying." The 

Government does not have any desire 10 suppress the movement of 

. Bangia ' as a state language. But the Government was compelled to take 

propel' actions aga inst those who were making anarchy in the name of 

Language Movement After this declaration, in Mymensingh, police 

iss lied warranl against twenty three prominent leaders of the district. 

Everybody hid. As many as twenty-two of them were captured by the 

police. On February 28 Ranq Uddin Bhuiyan of ' Rastra Bhasa Sangram 

Parisod' was arrested . As a result, spontaneous maSs-movement became 

slow. Though the movement became s low as a result of the government 

conspiracy and in absence of the prominent leaders of the district, the 

spirit arose in the mind oC the general people became prevalent. Language 

Movement was, in fact, the mother of the following movements occurred 

in Bangladesh. It has jerked the whole MYl11cnsingh . The brutal killing of 

the students aroused national spirit againsllhe Pakistani ru lers. 
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A brief feature o f discriminatio n : 

The term 'Nationa lism' arose and deepened among the Bengalee people 

due to the discrimination imposed up on them during the entire period of 

I)akistan era. It is important to note that Bangalee people joined the 

-Pak istan Movement ' in the hope o f having a suction-free life with the 

opportun ity of reshaping the ir fate . However, it is a matter o f grieJ: ancr 

the emergence of Pakistan; they saw that the partit ion brought no change 

to their life rather they were becoming confined to everlasting tyranny in 

the name of religious bond. The Pakistani rulers imposed discrimination 

up on the Bengalee people in all spheres orlifc, Such as: 

Disc rimination in Political arena 

/\ 1though East Pakistan accounted for a majority of the count ry's 

popu lation,77 political power remained li rmly in the hands o r West 

Pakistanis, specifically the Punj ab is. Since a slraightfon vard system o r 

representation bascd on populat ion had concentra tcd politica l powcr in 

Eas t Pak istan. the West Pakistani establishment came up wi th the "One 

Unit" scheme. where a ll of West Pakistan was considered one province. 

This was so le ly to counterbalance the East w ing's voles. Ironically, after 

the East broke away to fo rm Bangladesh, the Punjab province insisted 

that polit ics in West Pakistan now be decided on the bas is o f a 

stra ightforward vote, since Punjabis were marc numcrous than thc othcr 

groups, such as Sindhis, Pashtulls, or Balochs. 

A rter the assassination of Liaqual Ali Khan, Pakistan's first PrllllC 

minister, in 195 1, political power began to be concentratcd in the 

Pres ident of Pakistan, and evcntually, the military. The nominal e lected 

" Snyccd .Khnlid Bin. Thc Po/iliea/ Sy.tlCIII ()JPukis/(lII, lIoughlon Miffl in. 1967. pp. 61. 
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chief executive, the Prime Minister. was frequently sacked by the 

estab lishment, acting through the President . 

East Pakistanis noticed that whenever one or them, sllch as Khawaja 

Nazimuddin, Muhammad Ali of Bogra, or Huseyn Shahecd Suhrawardy 

were elected Prime Minister of Pakistan. they were swiftly deposed by 

the largely West Pak istani establishment. The military dictatorships of 

Ayub Khan (27 October 1958 - 25 March 1969) and Yahya Khan (25 

March 1969 - 20 December 197 1). both West Pakis tanis. only heightened 

such feeli ngs. 

Discrimination in Economic field 

West Pakistan (consisting of rOlif prov inces: Punjab, Sindh, Ba lochistan 

and North-West Frontier Province) dom inated the country politically and 

received morc money (i'om the comlllon budget than the morc populous 

Easl. 78 

Spending on Spending on Amount spcm 

Year West ~:'lkistan E:lsI Pakis:lUn on cast as 

(in c.ro:ru;~) (in crorc Rupees) 
percentage 

of West 

1950- 55 1.129 52' 46.4 

1955- 60 1.655 52' 31.7 

1960- 65 3,355 1,404 41.8 

1965-70 5, 195 2,14 1 41.2 

Total 11,334 4,593 40,S 

Discrimination in Military fi eld 

Bangalees were LInder-represented in the Pakistan military, Orticers of 

Bengalee origin in the different wings of the armed forces made up just 

5% of overall force by 1965; of these, only a few were in command 

11 SOI/n'l' Rl'POl"/S 0/1I11! Adl'isOIJ' !'(//Iels [<l/' /In: FOIil'/1t Pil'C "car Plan 11)70· 75. Vol I. pl/blis/It'(1 by 
Iho! plal/llillg COlllmlS.fion 0/ Pak/s/a ll (Qllick rc/enmcl! . erG,.e - 10', 01' 10 IIIllIIon) 
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positions, with the majority in technical or administrati ve postS.79 West 

Pakistanis believed that Bangalees were not "martially incli ned" unlike 

Pashtulls and Punjabis; the "martial races" notion was dismissed as 

ridiculous and humi liating by Bangalees. Moreover, despite huge 

defense spending, East Pakistan received nOne of the benefits, such as 

contracts, purchasing and military support jobs. The Indo- Pakistan i War 

of 1965 over Kashmir also highlighted the sense of mili tary insecurity 

among the Bangalees as on ly an under-strength infantry division and 15 

combat aircraft without tank support wer e in East Pakistan to thwart any 

Indian retaliations during the connie!. 

Social inj ust ice 

During the entire period or Pakistan regime, the socia l behavior of non­

Bengalees towards the Bcngalees was not sound. It was assumed, they 

were the king blood and the Bcngalces were the subservient to them. The 

nOI1-Benga lec people always mi sbehaved wi th the Bcngalees. In the 

transports, it was obvious that they enjoyed extra facilit ies. Whenever 

they traveled in a tra in, they grasped all the rooms in a scat though they 

had no tickets. On the other hand, sometimes, the BangaJee passengers 

were to travel standing in spite of having tickcts. This kind of behavior 

was always shown by the ' Panjabis' or ' Bchary' peoples. A ll these 

inhuman behavior were like the behavior of 'white people ' towards the 

' 13lackic' in America . 

In facl, the 'Two Nalions Theory' proved false from the very beginning 

of the emergence of Pakistan. Initially, the charismatic personality of 

Jinnah held the Bangalee people spell bound . But, as soon as the hit was 

imposed on the language, it became clcar to the people of East Pak istan 
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that the west Pak istan i rulers were going to establish their blue print. 

Thus 'Muslim Nationalism' became blurred to them and was yielded to 

' Bangalee Nat iona lism'. The sentiment arisen in the time of ' Language 

Movement ' lasted long and became the inspiration of a ll the following 

movements that led the nation to the final victory in 197 1, 
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Chapter-04 
Towa rds Autonomy Movements, 1954-1 969 

Election of 1954 in Mvmens ine h 

The e lection o f East Benga l Legislative Assembly in 1954 (the first 

general e lection in East Bengal) was a milestone in the history ofpcoplcs' 

mandate. Hov.' the peoples ' mandate can uproo t a tremendous popu lar 

party was evident through this e lection . It was actually a revol ution of 

ballot. The language movement of 1952 awakened a Banga lee 

Nationa lism among the people of East Bengal and paved the way of 

resist ing the oppressive rule of Mus lim League government. The first 

s ign of poli tical res istance was seen in the general election o f 1954 in 

East [lenga!. 

In Mymcl1singh, most leaders of Musl im League were from eli te class 

(rich fami lies). They had no relation with the l11ass people. They did not 

keep contact with the genera l people. 8o Moreover. the Muslim League 

activ ists were very much dominant here. On the other hand. all the 

progressivc act ivists within the Muslim Leaguc who once made Muslim 

League a popular party at lhe time of ' Pak istan Movement ' left Muslim 

League and joined Awami Muslim League.!!l Thus Muslim League lost 

the peoples' support . It is an important question why Muslim League lost 

peoples · mandate within a couple of years after the partition of . Bharal. 

The most writers of independence movement of Bangladesh indicate the 

~lI1swcr to the discriminative ruling of then Pakistan Government . But the 

author thinks the fo llowi ng two points are more in1portant than that: 

to· lnttr. icw : Zobed Ali 
.. Intcrvic\l : Anillur Rahman 
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~t . Muslim League fai led to ho ld or reluctant to hold the popular 

progressive leaders or activists \\'ho actually once organized the people 

for ' Pakistan Movement' : 

b. Eternal Bangalee sent iment. The Bangalee people are always fond of 

rebellion. From the medieval age. we 've seen, as soon as the royal 

soldiers of Delhi left ' Bangia ' territory, they used 10 revo lt against the 

roya l representatives or forced the royal representat ives to revo lt 

themselves. I-Icnee. Banga\a was called 'Balgakpur' or 'City of 

Rebellion.' To resist this Bangalee sentiment , the British ru lers at first 

strengthened their military force in Calcutta and always used to get their 

local force rcady. But the Muslim League leaders were completely 

indiffe rent about th is. 

/\s a res ult . we see, the severe oppress ion of league government during 

the farmers' revolt (in 1949) at I-Ia luaghat, Ka lmakanda, Susunga­

Durgapur made the genera l people shocked." To protect the e lite 

zamindars. the league-govern ment deployed armed National Guards. 

/\nsers and ' Gundaas ' agains t the Garo, Hajongs, Rajbongshi people who 

were reluctant to pay high ' levy' and "Tonka'. The Government Force 

killed 15 young farl11crs with popular farm er leader ·Shankhamoni '. In 

1950. taking the advantage of communal r iot. the league government 

uproot the aborig ines from the ir houses in the hills and seuled ' Mohajcrs' 

there. This kind or severe oppression made the league-governmenl 

unpopular. 83 

The people were a lso scared about the mo lestation o r Muslim I.eague 

·O undaas'. A ll the butchers of the city were the activists o f Muslim 

League. ' 111C • Bihary ' people in Mymcnsingh were a lso very much 

.: Rllzzak. Abdur. "Moimonsing/lcr Rajnoitik Andolon 0 Oitijha". MOilllQII#lIglwr Jiboll 0 Jibikfl. 
'\/oilllQlIsillgil ZiII(I DiilsQ/ob(lrshiki S"'/'(lkgrQlllha. Moimonsingh : Zi lla Board. 1987. p. 
IJ ibid 
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dominant. They used to behave rudely with the general people and the 

local adm inistration also indifferent of these molestations. People even 

dared not to talk against them and were forced to keep silence.s, Butthcy 

expressed their hatred in the election of 1954. 

Formation of United Front: 

The concept of United Front came (rom ' .Iubo League' while they took an 

initiati ve of uniting all the opposit ion part ies in East Bengal. September 

in I 952.8
!i The Coml11unists were also working for thi s. ll b At the beginning 

A wami Muslim League and Gonotantri Dal welcomed this initiative. East 

Bengal Student League and East Bengal Chhatro League campaigned for 

this. 

In May 1953, a spl:cial session of AW3m i Muslim League was held in 

Mymcnsingh town, In that session. Abul Monslir Ahmed, the Presi dent or 
District Awami Musli m League proposed to form an all iance of all 

opposit ion part ies to resist Muslim League in the election of 1954. His 

proposal was accepted.s7 

In Novcmber 14. 1953 at thc ounei l Session or AW3mi Muslim Leaguc 

in Mymensingh. Uni ted Front was fomled under the leadership of 

Moulana Bhasani and A.K.Fazlull-luq .s8 

• United Front ( 1954) was an alliance of opposition parties to contest 

scats in the elections to the East Bengal Legislative Assembly hcld 

1. Interview: Anisllr Rahman. Advoc;ltc I'.obcd Ali 
u RlIhmUll .Dr. Md. Mahbubar. BOllg/ades/w" eriJws 19~ 7-71. Dhakll : SOOlOy Prokason. April 2()()5. 
£. 107 

6 H::Uman .Dr. Mohammed. 8allg(llee,. EriJms. Dhaka : Anupom Prakllsoni. )tlnullry J 998. p.163 
., Ahmed .A bul Monsur. Allwr Deklw Rajmllr 1'{lIIdw.l' flQdllw. Dhaka: Nouroj Kitllbistan. 
IhnglabllLllr. July 1%8. p.2S3 
.. RlIhmUll .Dr. Md. Mahbubar. 8allg/O(ksh",' eriJlII.~ /947· 71. p.1 07 
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between 8-12 March 1954 . The Iront was composed mainly o f four 

parties of East Bengal, namely Awami Mus lim League, Krishak 

Sramik Party. Nizam-e-Is lam and Ganatantri Dal. The act ivists o f 

Com munist Party and Jubo League took part in the election under 

the banner of Awami Muslim League. 

Ma nifesto of United Fro nt: 

The Front campaigned on an election maniresto that incorporated a 

package or Twenty One Point Program adopted by the Front in 

November 1953 . In addition to full regional autonomy, the manifesto 

demanded that the central government should delegate to the eastern 

province all subjects except defense, foreign affairs and currency. It also 

called fo r recognition of Bangia as a state language. re lease of po litical 

prisoners. transformation of the then oflicial residence (Burdwan House) 

of' East Bengal's chief min ister into 'Bangia Academy', construction of 

' Shahced Minar' at the site or the police liring in 1952 ; declaration 01' 2 1 

February as a public holiday, morC autonomy for Dhaka and Rajshahi 

universities, introduction of economic and social rights for industrial 

workers in keeping with the principles of lLO, nationalization of jute, 

guarantee of fair prices for commodities. and public support for 

cooperat ives and cottage industries, abo lition of zamindari system, 

introduction of cooperative farm ing, rehabilitation of refugees, nood 

control, modernizing agriculture, reform ing the education system. 

rescinding all black laws, rationali zing the pay scale, eradication of 

corruption, separating judiciary from the execuL1ve, erection of a 

monument in memory of language martyrs etc. 
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R ea so ns behind fo rming th e a llia nce: 

During the early rears of Pak istan, economiC disparity. poor 

representation of BangaJees in government, and politico-cultural 

repress ion pursued by the ru ling eli te of Paki stan accentuated political 

problems in East Bengal. Most important, the depriva tion of Banglees 

from due participation in the decision-making process gave risc to the 

politics of regionalism in East Bengal. The resultant deve lopment was 

that the pol itical forces of East Bengal were gradually pushed to launch 

new political platfonns and organize movements aga inst the central 

government based in the western part orthe country. 

The gencra l elections to the East Benga l legislative assembly due in 195 1 

could not be he ld unti l 1954. Several postponements of the electi ons 

under variolls pretexts only proved malicious motives, organizational 

weaknesses and vulnerabil ity of the rul ing party, Muslim League. In fact, 

the United Frollt relleeti ve of a ll shades of political spectrum ill the 

province emerged mainly due to the fai lure of the Muslim League as a 

rul ing part y, and other historical) political and economic reasons. 

SubsequenLly, the Front for a whi le dominated the political landscape of 

East Bengal and had its use fulness as an effect ive political platform to 

unite di verse political groups. 

Campa igning: 

After the formation of ' United Front' a surge of political acti vity was 

seen among the activists of ' United Front ' in M ymcnsingh. The furious 

speeches of Moulana Bhasani . A.K.faz lul Huq, H.S. Sohrawarthy waved 

the pcople. But in Mymellsingh people kept their emotions for 'Uni ted 

rronC controlled as the Muslim League act ivists were random ly 
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threatening not to vote for the United Fronl." People took their dec is ion 

to uproot Muslim League but did not show their emotions. They 

smilingly mixed with the activists of Mus lim League, accepted the 

hospita lity of them but were strict to the ir decis ion. In the e lection, the 

rul ing party, Muslim League spent huge amount of money to co llect 

peoples' mandate.90 The United Front urged thc pcople to accep t the 

hospitality. gin or other serv ice from Muslim League but not vote for 

them. The front argued. "As Muslim League 's spending money is 

actua lly peoples' money. there is no rcason to deny of accepting them. 

People should not feel guilty tak ing them. Moreover, if people deny 

accepting, they may face mo lestation from the ruling party. So they 

should be calm and accept any hospita lity of Muslim League. But they 

have to take right dec is ion in the time of voting. ,91 People o f 

Mymcils ingh a lso rea lized the analysis and did not make mi stakes taking 

the ir decision. To strengthen the election-campaign in Mymcnsingh, all 

prom inent leaders of United Front visited here and placed a clear sketch 

of discrimination of Muslim League against Bangalees of East Bengle. 

Their emot iona l voice raised a tremendous hatred among the people of 

Mymensingh aga inst Muslim League. To rea lize the depth of peoples 

hatred aga inst Muslim League, we can observe the fo llowing incident: 

Abul Monsur Ahmed was a prominent political leader in Mymensingh. In 

the election o f 1954. he was a candidate here. Another prominent political 

personality, the ed itor of The Azad was Abul Kalam Sharnsuddin who 

was a relative of Mr. Monsur. Before the election, while it was assumed 

that Mr. Sha msuddin was going to be defeated bad ly. Mr. Ma nsur himself 

tried Lo convince the people to vote for him so that his 'security money ' 

could be saved. Mr. Monsur was also accompanied by Mr. Shamsuddin in 

'9 lolen'iIVe: Anisur Rahman, Azizur Rahman. Imamur Rashid 
90 Ibid. p. 
9 1 Ibid. p. 
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several campaigns but people were not convinced as Mr. Shamsuddin 

was a candidate of Muslim League. In the election Mr. Shamsuddin lost 

his secur ity money and got only 1600 votes while Mr. Monsur, as a 

candidate of United Front, got the rest of recorded thirty one thousand 

votes." In fact, to the people. the question was defending Muslim 

League. People were ready to vote for any person against Muslim 

League. It was also obvious in the Nandail constituent area 111 

Mymensingh. It seemed, people voted fo r the party. not fo r the person. 

The main slogan of Muslim League in the election was, -Vole for Muslim 

League for the survival o f Islam.' On the other hand. the United Front 

asked the people to vote for them to escape from the di criminative and 

suppressive rule of Muslim League. 

Along with the campaigning. the Muslim League activ ists in 

MYl11cnsingh auacked on the process ions and election-camps of United 

Front. They wcre protected by the government poli ce and o rtieials. At 

one point. the ruling party started arresting the vital activists of nited 

Front. As many as 1200 activists of United Front were arrested around 

the country and severa l of thcl1l were from Mymensingh.9J 

In the election. the students played a very important ro le. Actually, fo rthe 

utmost effort of the students, the campaign of United Front became 

successfu l. Among the student leaders Raliq Uddin Bhuiyun, Shal11sul 

Huq, Hatem Ali Talukdar, Abdur Rahman Sidd iqi etc. played a vi tal 

role."" 

~! . Ahmed. I\bul Mon~ur. AI/WI' Dekha R(ljnitir I'Olldlllf lJochho Dhaka' Nouroj Kill1biSltln, 
B:lngluba7.:lr. Jul} 1968. p.260 
$) Rahm:'ln .Or. Md. Mahbub:u. BllIIglade$her Elilm$19.J7·71 . Ohuk;l : Somo), Proknson. April 
2005.p, 146 
$ . [nt~r vicw : AniSur Rahmrtn 
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Result of the e lectio n : 

The first genera l e lect ion in East Bangle was held from 8- 12 March in 

1954 and the res ult was declared on April 2. 1954 . In the election, the 

lOla I constituent areas in Myrnensingh were 34. United Front won all 34 

seats.9S One o f the most remarkable incidenL'i of the eJection was that the 

chief minister of East Bangle Mr. Nurul Amin was defeated badly by 

Khalcqlle Ncwaj Khan, a young United Front candidate of 25 years, by 

huge difference. The renownedjoumal ist and political figure Abul Kalam 

Shamsllddin a lso lost his security money in the e lection here. 

National ly. the United Front won 228 seats out of seats in the assembly, 

whereas the ruling Muslim League managed to capture onl y 9 seats, and 

a ll live members o f the Muslim League Mini stry including the chier 

minister (Nuru l Amin), were defeated. As many as 1. 285 candidates 

contested in the e lection held on the basis of adult franchi se. In a ll 986 

cand idates contested for 237 Muslim seats. 101 candidates for 30 genera l 

seats and lS I candidates for 36 scheduled caste seats. The Pakistan 

National Congress, the United Progressive Party and the Schedule Caste 

Federation were the main contenders for the non-Mus lim scats, 37 

candidates contested for 9 st,;als rcst,;rvcd for Mus lim women. The United 

pront candidates captured all the seats reserved for the women.96 

For Muslim constituencies, the turnout of voters was 37.60 percent. 

Although low by contemporary international standards. the turnout 

seemed considerable in view of the inadequate communication fac ilities, 

and the poor turnout of the women voters because of the prevailing 

conservative outlook in the society. ror some rea ons, communists did 

0' Repon 0111111: EleCliOIl f(J l ite Easl Bellgal LegMali,'c A.uClllhiy, p 16-/9 
~ Rah man .Or. Md. Mahbubar, 8rwg/(uieslw,. ElillIIJ 1947_71. p. 125 

69 



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

not campaign under their own party banner but preferred to contest as 

nominees of the United Front; 15 sCats were won by them. 

The resultant deve lopment after the election was that the United Front 

leader, A.K.Fazlul Hoque was invi ted on 3 Apri l 1954 by the prov incial 

governor to form the government. Importantly. however. the election 

result did signal the end of the dominance o f the national e lite in the 

pol it ics of East Bengal ; landowners had g ivcn away to a younger 

generation of pro fessional university-trained elite, comprising lawyers, 

journalists, teachers and businessmen. !\ vast majority of the elected 

members were new, relatively young and inexperienced in government 

and po litics. Out of the 228 members clected under the United Front 

banner. 143 bclonged to the Awami League. 

T he tremendous victory of United Front in the election 1954 paved the 

way of establishing Parliamentary Democracy in East Bangle. But the 

leaders of the front fai led to uti lize the peoples' mandate. Soon after the 

election, the United Front broke into pieces both for Mus lim League 

conspiracy and the conflicts of the leaders. The first cabinet headed by 

A.K Fazlul Huq of United Front was fo rmed on April 03, 1954. It was a 

4-membcrs cabinet in which the part icipation of Awami Muslim League, 

the largest wing of United Front was restricted by AX.Fazlu l Hoque. 

This made confus ions among the parties o f United Front. Muslim League 

lOok this opportun ity. 

After the form ation of cabinet, Fazlul Hoque visited Ca lcaua (April 30, 

1954). There he gave an intervi ew to an American journalist Mr. John P. 

Kalahan . Mr. Kalahan wrote in Nell' )'ork Times that Fazlul Hoque 

wanted the freedom of East Bangle. Faz lul Hoque protested the news 

report but the Pakistan Central Government believed the repon and 
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declared him as a 'traitor: As a result, Fazlul Hoque geared back and 

compromised with Awami Muslim League by expanding his cabinet. On 

the date of the formation of the revised cabinet in May 15, 1954 there 

occurred a tremendous riot among the Bangalee and non-Banga lee 

workers at Adamjee Jute Mill. Hundreds of workers died in that clash. It 

is believed that the riot was a part of blue print o f Mus lim league 

conspiracy to expel the Hoque-cabinet. The Central Government used this 

incident against the Hoque-cabinet and accused that they are completely 

fa iled to control the law and order situat ion of East bangle and suspended 

the front cabinet by imposing section 92-A over East Bangle(May 29, 

1954). It was ac tually the beginning of the Mus lim League conspiracy 

which paved the way or starting military rule in Pakistan. It is interesting 

to note that within March 1954 to August 1958, East Bangle observed 

seven cabinets One arter another and three times Governor' s rule. Though 

Muslim League was uprooted from the soil of Bangladesh. they did not 

give any chance to United Front to form a stable government here. At last 

in August 7. 1958 in thc name of the situation arisen by the killing of 

Deputy Speaker Shah cd Ali , President Iskandar Mirza suspended the 

constitution of 1956 and declared military ru le over whole Pak istan. He 

appointed General Ayub Khan as Chief Martial Law Administrator. 

Military Rule in 1958 

After a whi le, only twenty days later, General Ayub Khan seized the 

power from President Iskandar Mirza and expclled him from the country. 

Thus started ten years of Ayub rule (military rule). Aner the 

promulgation of martial law, wi thin several months, Ayub Khan arrested 

huge number or people including politicians, govl. officials, and business 

persons in the name of rectification of corruption. He made investigations 
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of 150 ex-Ministers. Deputy Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries, 600 

members of provincial legislative assembly. To save the country from the 

corrupted politicians, he also promulgated EBDO (E lective Bodies 

Disqualifica tion Order) and PO DO (Publi c Omces Disqua li fication 

Orders.) on October 7, 1959. Under this Ord inance. Ayub Khan accused 

87 popu lar politica l leaders among whol11 the leaders of East Pakistan 

were the large in number. Under this ordinance, the accused were 

disqualilied to join any political organization or activit ies upto December 

31. 1966. 

The suspension of United Front Government made an intolerable 

si tuation in Mymensingh. As Awami Muslim League was very much 

strong in M ymcnsingh and as cx-Chief Minister Nurul Amin was 

defeated here. the new government, under direct rule or the Governor of 

Ccntral Government. imposed heavy torture here. The activists of 

AW3mi Muslim League did nOl able 10 Slay their home to avert arresting. 

As the popular polit ical leaders were banned in po li tics. the students East 

Pakistan Chhatra League and Chhatra Union were working joil1lly 

through underground work ing as soon as the military rule was imposed. 

The long-lasting unstable political crisis and the reciprocal conspiracy or 

the po lit ica l leaders made the people fed-up about politics. As a resuit, 

people we lcomed the martial law.The ac tion-plan of Genera l Ayub Khan 

aga inst corruption also made the general people optimistic. As a resuit no 

protest against martial law was seen around the country within the first 44 

months of Ayub regime except in Mymensingh. 

1\5 soon as the martial law was imposed upon whole Pakistan. in 

Mymensingh. under the leadership o f Kazi Abdul Bari some students 

took out a procession and gave slogans against martial law rule. Kazi Bari 
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was arrested later and punished severe ly by the mil itary judge. He was 

sentenced to beat by sticks ten times. Afier facing seven times beating. he 

became senselese and lost his hearing power fo r ever.97 

Another in itiative during martial law was taken by some desparate young 

activists in Mymensingh. In November 1958 an armed forces named 

'East Pakistan Liberation Army' was f0 n11ed. The initiative was led by 

·Sada Khoka' (Fazlul Hoque) & ·Kalo Khoka(Ali Asad) of .I amalpur and 

some other extremi sts o f Jamalpur at a meeting in a boat on the river 

Brahamaputra. The founder activists tried to communicate with the Indian 

leaders lo r arms and cash to be prepared. They also kept contact with 

She ikh Mujibur Rahman . They used to meet together in different places 

(mostly in the fi e ld near to Bokultola in Jamalpur town .) However, this 

spirit of the people proves that they were further ahead o f the topmost 

leader of then East Pak istan but the plan was immatufed and as a result o f 

the investigations of military intelligence, thc leaders of the initi ative 

fai led to organize the program.911 

Education Movement in 1962 

During the martia l law Ayub Khan a lso took init iative to reform 

educat ion system and made a comm ission in December 30, 1958. 

·ducation Secretary Mr. S. M. Sharif was made chairman of the 

commission. The commi ssion submitted its reort as fo llows: 

3. Degree level education will be three-years education; 

b. The number of school and co lleges should be restra ined: 

c, The expenditure of the education will be borne by the government 

(20%) and by the guardian (80%): 

q1 Hann:ln ,Dr. Mohammed, B(lIIgnleel· Eli/lII.t. Dhaka : Anuponl l'raktlsQni, January 1998. p.182 
q, Inlcrvicw: Zobed Ali 
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d. English is made compulsory in the classes from 6 to Degree level etc. 

This commission was known: Shar if Comiss ion, nlC students of Dhaka 

started a movement against this commission. From 15 August to 17 

September, students observed different programmes rejecting the 

commission report . A genera l strike was call ed for on 15th August and 

from the day to loth September, 1962 the students of the whole country 

organized rcgular processions, On September 17, a ' Harta l' was called 

for the by the students , Police fired on the picketers of the ' hartal' 

supportcrs Babu!. Ghalam Mostafa, Waziull ah etc, were shot down dead, 

Approx imately two hundred and a half werc injured, From then 

September 17 has been observ ing as the -Education Day' ac ross the 

country, 

In Mymensingh, undcr the leadership of Rafiquddin Bhui),un, I latem Ali 

Talukdar etc. the swdents joined the movcl11cnt. 99 

6-points movement in 1966 

In the history o rI iberation movement in Bang ladesh, 1966 has occupied a 

special chap ter because of grac ious declaration o r 6-points (February 6, 

1966)1 00 by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and val iant struggle of the people o r 

the East Pakistan for this 6-points demand, Sheikh Mujib ca lled these 

points as the 'Magna Carta' for the freedom of BangaJee nation. The 

historic 6-poi nts were as follows: 

fL , By producing a constitution, Pakistan should be made confederation as 

per ' Lahore Proposal' where the govemmens would be ' Parli amentary' , 

~ Interview: Anisur Rahman 
100 A convention of' 1111 the opposition parties in I'akislan was held in Lahore on 5·6 February 1966. The 
con\'ention was produced mainly by the rightist p(lrti~s of I'akistlln. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman pillced his 
6'poinls, See also: Rahman . Dr. Md. Mahbubar, Btll1gladesher Eli/illS 19./7-7 1. Dhaka : Somoy 
Prokason, April 2005. p.186 
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All the elections would be he ld as per Universal Franchise. Lagislature 

will be sovere ign. 

b. Only security and fore ign policy will be under cont ro l of central 

govemmcnt. A II other affairs will be under control of provinces/states. 

c. i. The currency wi ll be completcly d ifferent but easi ly exchangeable 

between East and West l>akist3n. C urrency will be under con trol of 

provinces not central government. Two state banks wi ll be establi shed in 

two parts of the COuntry; Or 

ii. T he currency of the Stale will be thc samc and under contro l o f the 

central government but thcre w ill be a clear indication in the consti tution 

that w ill ensure the pre vent ion o f money londering from one part of the 

country to the other. 

d . Prov incia l Governmen t wi ll be author ized to fix all kinds o f taxe,s and 

I.evis. A pOflion of co ll ecu::d revenue ( fi xed as per the consti tut ion) will 

be au tomica ll y submilted to the ' Federal Fund '. This way. federa l fund 

wi ll be madc. 

c. i. Foreign cu rrency income wi ll be calculateled separate ly fo each 

prov ines; 

ii . The income of foreign currency of East Pakistan wi ll be under contro l 

or Eas! Pakis tan a nd the same will be applicable for West Pakistan: 

iii . The req uired fore ign currency fo r the ' Federal Fund ' w ill be 

co ll ected evenly from the both province or the constitulion will fix lip 

the share: 

iv. The export-imporl of the loca l products or the coun try will be done 

with in the both pilrt of the COuntry without any customs; 

v. The prov inces will be constitut ionall y authorized to make business 

pacts. to set up trade miss ions or export-import to o ther countries. 
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[ East Pakistan will have the authority to make para-military securi ty force. 

The historic 6-points was approved in the council or Awami League on 

March 19, 1966. Sheikh Mujib started his campaign along with his fell ow 

companions from March 20. His hipnotic voice and clear indication of the 

discriminat ion of West Pak istan ru lers attracted the people of East 

Pakistan. Mujib became an unparallel popu lar leader within short span of 

time after the 6-points campaign. lie delivered speeches in as many as 32 

public meetings around the country within 50 days. lie expressed 6-

points as ·the demand of the soul' and people accepted it. He also 

accepted II -points demand of the students and welcomed these points in 

his speeches. As a result. a tremendous mass-awareness waS raised. The 

scared military govcrnment arrestcd Mujib on May 8, 1966. In protest of 

the arresting. Awami League ca lled for a " Iarta l" around the country On 

June 7. 1966. The ' lIartal' was observcd around the country strictly. 

According to the government press nOlc, ten pickctcrs were shot down 

dead by the police. 

In Mymensingh, under the ledership of Raliq Udd in llhuiyan, the 

students observed the ·Hartal' . All the schoo ls and co lleges were closed 

011 Jum: 71h
, 1966. No vehicles did run on the street. The contribution of 

Raliq Udd in became unparala l in Mymensingh. Whilc Sheikh Mujib 

along with 3500 leaders and ac tiv ists of the lirst line and second line of 

the party (Awami League) were arrested, Mrs. Amena Begum and Raliq 

Uddin Bhuiyun toured throughout the whole country to make a mass­

support for 6-points. 
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Mass-upheava l of 1969 & its Reaction 

The historic 6-points movement led Muj ib's popularity to reach the apex 

leve l. nc after one conspiracy case of the government and random 

arresting made Mujib an unparalal popular leader. Peoples" voice became 

stronger for the 6-points. To rush up Mujib's venture. the government 

fi led a case against him which became known as 'Agartala Conspiracy 

Case'. Mujib as well as other 34 Bangalee leaders were convicted for the 

conspiracy. But people did not bel ieve the allegation aga inst Muj ib, They 

demanded the release of Muj ib who was ja iled under the security law fa r 

the 33 months. In the mean lime the swdents started stronger movement 

against Ayub Government . Ayub Khan deployed Police and Army to 

demolish anti-Ayub movements. But the movement became 

unhclicveably strong. In January 1969 the student movement became 

rurious. 20 January Asaduzzman was shot by thL: poJiL:c-lirc. As a resull. 

people became restless and COm e down on the street. When the workers 

of the industries joined with the students and the general people, it 

became impossible for the law enf'orcing agencies to cont ro l thcm, The 

'Chhalra Sangram Pari sad' dClllanded all the basic democrated to res ign. 

75% bas ic democrats accepted the students and resigned. The peoples' 

movement became furioLis. Most of the students and teachers expressed 

their support to 'C hhatra Sangram Parisad' . At Rajshahi , Dr. Zoha was 

shot down and beyonet charged dead (February 18, 1969). Thc killing of 

Dr. Zoha made the people such furious that the ruling government was 

compelled to withdraw the 'Agartal a Conspiracy Case' and release Muj ib 

and others on February 22. 111Us Mujib became the sole leader o r 

Bangalee pcople and 6-points became their sole demand. The movement 

which started from the campaigning of 6-points demolished Ayub-regime 

and compelled the new military administrator to promise for a free 
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election to fo rm a peoples' democratic government so that they might 

produce a peoples' consti tution. 

In Mymensingh. the 6-poillls movement had stretched to the mass 

upheava l in 1969. While Asad was shot down dead in Dhaka, a name of 

protest spread the whole town of Mymensingh. Police fired on the mob. 

A studelll named 'Mintu ' was ki lled by the police fire. The whole town 

burst into protest. As a result the police were compelled to release their 

uniform and became civil -dre sed to averl themselves from peoples' 

demolition. 
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Chapter-OS 

Election of 1970 & Aftermath 

The election of 1970 was the nrst & the last general election of the united 

Pak istan. In the 23rd years of history of Pakistan. there was no general 

election held in Pakis tan as the west Pak istani rulers were reluctant to 

share any power with the Bangalees. But alter the mass-upheaval of 

1969. they could not but declare for a general election & the people of 

East Pak istan gave a decisive mandate on 6-points as the \cading polit ical 

party. Awam i League, included it in her manifesto & urged people to vote 

0 11 the points. Ilowever, it is astonished to observe how foo lishly the 

political supporters or lhe ruling government as well as detective offi cia ls 

failed to give the peoples' message 10 the government beforehand the 

election. This proves that all th e poli tical parties except "wami League 

wcre rootl ess and completely fai led to rca lize the peoples ' interest. 

Bllckground 

Allcr the mass~lI ps ll rgl! of 1969, the Government headed hy General 

Ayub Khan had collapsed and the Chief of Army Staff General Yahya 

Khan grasped the power. According to the promulgation, General Yahya 

Khan gave a -Radio Specch· to the nation on November 28, 1969. In his 

speech, he declared the following points:'01 

a. A general e lection wi1i be held on October 05, 1970; 

b. The election wi ll be held on 's ingle person s ingle vOle ' basis; 

c. The basis o r election would be un iversal rranchise; 

d. Within 3 1 March. 1970. a legal rra me work wi ll be declared ; 

c. The elec ted government will be ' Parliamentary Government": 

U}I lI annun .Dr. Mohammed. BlIIIgafcer Elih(/(Is. Dhuku: Anupom Prokllsony. I ??? p. 253 
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f. The parliament muSt produce a national govemm~n t within 120 

days or it wi ll be collapsed automatically; 

g. The provincial autonomy wi ll be given after the general election. 

Accord ing to the previous promulgation. General Yahya Khan declared a 

'Lega l Framework Order' (I..F.O) on March 30, 1970. Awami League, 

NA P(Bhasani). NA P(Wali ). Purba Pakistan Chhatra League, Chhatra 

Union etc. protested article No. 25 & 27 of the Lega l Framework Order 

as these two articles were contradictory. If these two articles were 

imposed, the promise of giving democracy would be worthless. But the 

chie f of Pakistan People's Party (PPP), Mr. Bhutto accepted the legal 

frame work. He sai d. "The problem in Legal Frame work was only in its 

ex pl anation. The Muslims were not able to unite on the explanations of 

Islamli1rough 13 centuries let alone Legal Frame work.',I02 Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Muji bor Rahman also accepted the lega l frame work order lately 

because he was very much confident about the peoples' mandate. Once 

he was asked about the drawbacks of the LFO. l ie repl ied, "My aim is to 

estab lish Bangladesh. 1 shall tear L.F.O. into pieces as soon as the 

elections are over. Who could challenge me once the election is over?" 103 

However, according to the LFO, the structure of the constituent areas was 

as follows: 

N'lIio"'l l Assemblv , , . 
Name of the Province Number o(Conslitucnt Area Reserved Seal for Women 

East Pakistan 162 07 
Panj<lb 82 03 
Sirldh 27 01 

Beluehistnn 04 01 
North-Easl Frontier Province 18 01 
Central Governed Tribal Area 07 -
Total 300 13 

10: 7'It/! Daily P(lkiJ· /(III . 14 April . 1970 
10} Slllik. Siddiq. Will/('SS IQ SIIn't.mdrl'. Dhllkn: UPL. 1997. P. I 
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Provi ncial Assemblv 

Name of the Province I Number of Consti tuent Area Reserved Seat for Women 

Enst f'akistan 300 10 

Pnnjab 180 06 

Sindh 60 02 

BeluchiSUI1l 20 01 

North~lZas l Frontier Province 40 02 

Tolal 600 21 

According to the LFO, the constituent area occupied by Mymensingh 

were 23 for National Assembly & 4 1 for Prov incial Assembly. According 

to the Lega l Framework Order, the date of general election was declared 

on 5 October, 1970. But due to fl ood situation. Pres ident General Yahya 

Khan amended the date on 16 August and fi xed it as 7 December 1970 

fo r National Assembly & 17 December 1970 fo r Provincial A sembly. 

In the Election, the candida tes o f di fferent pOlit ical part ies In 

Mymcnsingh were as fo llows: 

Ca ndidates of Mvmensingh in the Pakistan National Election of 1970 

Table-OJ 

Candida tes of 'Awami League' for the Election of National Assembly in 

East Pakistan: I04 

No. National Scat No District Seal No Name & Qualification of the candidate 

01 N6-76 Mymcnsingh·Ol Alhaj Abdus Samad. B.Sc. 

02 NE-77 Mymcnsingh-02 M ohammad Karimu7Zlrnan Talukdar. BABT 

03 N&78 Mymcnsingh·03 Mohammad Abdul J-Iaqim, MA, LLB 

04 NE-79 Mymcnsingh-04 Anisur Rahman Mokter 

05 NE-80 Mymcnsingh·05 Mohammad Abdul Haqim Sarkar 

06 NE-SI Mymcnsingh-06 Mosharrof Hossain Akanda. MAB L, Advocate 

10-l Th" D(lily A:(ul. St:ptcmbcr 25. 1970.p. l 
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07 NE-S2 Myme-nsingh-07 M. Ibrahim, BL 

OS NE·83 Mymensingh-08 Rafiq Uddin Bhuiyan 

09 NE-S4 Mymensingh-09 Syed Abdus Sultan 

10 NE-S5 Mymensingh- IO Prof. A.N.M. Nazrul lslam, MA 

II NE-S6 Mymcnsingh-II Prof. Shamsul Huda. MA 

11 NE-S7 Mymcnsingh- 12 Safir Uddin Ahmed, Ad vocate 

13 NE-SS Mymensingh-13 Abdul Momin. MA.L LB. Advocate 

14 NE-S9 Mymensingh-14 M. lobed Ali. Advocate 

IS NE-90 Mymensingh-IS Asaduzzaman Khan. MABL 

16 NE-91 Mymensingh-16 Mohammad Zi l1ur Rahman. MA.LLB. Advoc;ue 

17 NE-92 Mymensingh- 17 Syed Nazrulls lam , MA. LL B, Ad vocate 

IS NE-93 Mymcnsingh- 18 Abdul Hamid. SA 

Tablc-02 

Candidales of-Zamal-E-Islami ' for Ihe Election of National Assembly in 
Fast Pakistan' " 

01 NE-76 Mymensingh·O I Moulana Moharmn<ld Moallcm Hossain. SA.B.Ed 

02 NE-79 Mymcnsingh ·04 Mohammad Moslch Uddin. SA 

03 NE-80 Mymensingh-05 Haji Mohtlmmad Abdur Rahman 

104· NIl-81 Mymensingh-06 Prof. Abdus Sa liM 

05 NE-82 Mymcnsingh-07 Abdul Mubarak 

06 NE-R3 MYl11cnsingh-08 Pro f. Muzaharullslam 

07 NE-84 Mymcnsingh-09 Sharif Uddin Ahmed. MA .LL I3 . AdvQcnte 

08 NE-S9 Mymcnsingh· 14 Hatem Ali Talukdar. Advocate 

09 NE-90 Mymcnsingh· 15 Moulunn Muhammnd Abdul Zubbnr 

Table-OJ 

andidates or ' Mus lim League (Convention), for the Election of National 
Assembl y in East Pakistan: 105 

No . Nationa l Scnt No District Seat No Namc & Qualification of the candidate 

01 NE-76 Mymcnsi ngh-Ol Noim uddin Ahmed. Ex-Spcaker 

02 NE-7S Mymcnsingh·03 Prof. Gholarn Rabbani 

03 NE-SO Myrnensingh·05 Firoz. Uddin. Advocate 

04 NE-8 1 Mymcnsingh-06 Harunur Rashid , MA , BT 

05 NE-82 Mymcnsingh-07 Fakhruddin Ahmed 

10' Thi' Dully A:(I(/. October I \. 1970.p.3.5 
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06 NE-84 M ymcnsingh-09 Abdul Hannan. Ex-M PA 

07 NE-85 Mymensingh- IO Abdur Rashid, BA 

08 NE-86 Mymensingh- II Aftabuddin Chowdhury. Ex-M NA 

09 NE-87 Mymensingh- 12 Kctab Ali Talukdar. Journalist 

10 NE-89 Mymensingh -14 Jasim Uddin Ahmed, BA.LLB 

II NE-9 1 Mymcnsingh -16 A .F.M . Nurullah, Ex-MPA 

12 NE-92 Mymcnsingh-17 Abdu l Ali Manu Mian. E ... ,·Sccn:tuQ or Pnrliamcnt 

13 NE-93 M ymcnsingh- J 8 Alxlur Rahman Khnn Chowdhury 

Tablc-04 

Candidales of 'Muslim League (Council )' for the Election ofNalional 
bl 'E P k' ,. Asscm Ily In • aSI a Istan: 

No, N3I ionni Scat No District Seat No Name & Qualification of the candidate 

01 NE-76 Mymcnsingh-Ol Dr. Rafiquddin Ahmed 

03 NE-78 Mymensingh-03 Mohammad Ali Khondoknr 

04 NE-79 Mymcnsingh -04 Mr. Shamsul Gani Chowdhury 

05 NE-80 Mymensingh-05 Mr. Sycd Ahmed. OA . l3ed. 

06 NE-81 Mymcnsingh-06 Mr. M. lI asmat Ali 

07 NE-82 Mymensingh-07 Mr. Ismail Hossa in Talukdar 

09 NE- 84 Mymcnsingh-09 Mr. Nazru l Islam Chowdhury 

12 NE-87 Mymensingh-12 Mr. Abu l Uddin T::.l ukd[lr 

15 Nf,-90 Mymcnsingh-1 5 Md. Shafiqu f Islam Khan. Advocate 

18 NE·93 Mymensingh-18 Abdul Malek 

TlIhle-OS 

Candidates of ' Muslim League (Quaiyum)' for Ihe EleClion ofNalional 
A bl ' r t P k' t . SSC m IY In :as a ' IS an : 

No. National Scat No District Scat No Name & Qualification of the candid:Ue 

01 NE·76 Mymensi ngh-O I Dr. Rakibuddin Ahmed 

02 NE·77 Mymensingh-02 Mr. Roich Uddin Ahmed 

03 NE·78 Mymcnsi ngh-03 Mr. Md. Ali Akhanda 

04 NE-79 Mymcnsingh-04 Shamsul Gan i Chowdhury 

05 NE·80 Mymensingh-05 Sharifuddin Ahmed 

06 NE·81 Mymensi ngh·06 Mr. HasmrH Ali 

I- Ibid, p.l 
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07 NE-S2 Mymensingh-07 Ismail Hossain Talukdar 

OS NE-S4 Mymensingh-09 Nazrul lslam Chowdhury 

09 NE-S7 Mymensingh- 12 Abut Uddin Talukdru 

10 NE-90 Mymensingh- 15 Mr. Shnfiq Khan 

I I NE-93 Mymensingh- 18 Anab Uddin Ahmed 

T,'hlc-06 

Candidates of' PDP' for the Election ol' Nat ional Assembly in East 
Pakis lan 107 . 

No, National Scat No Distri ct Scat No Name & Qua li fication of lhe candidate 

01 NE-76 Mymensingh -0 I M irza Ashraf Uddin Haydnr 

02 NE-77 Mymcnsingh-02 Mr. Khairu! Bashar (Chan Mian) 

04 NE-79 Mymcnsingh-04 Md. Aminul Islam, Advocate 

05 NE-80 Mymensingh-05 Md. Mizsnur Rahman 

06 NE-S I MYl111!nsingh-06 Mr. Zulmat Ali Khan. Advocate 

08 NE-83 Mymcnsingh-08 Mr. Nurul Amill 

09 NE-84 Mymcnsingh-09 Moutana Altar IlosSilin 

10 NE-85 Mymensingh -l0 Shilha(lbuddin Ahmed. Ex-MPA 

12 NE-87 Mymcnsingh-1 2 Anab Udd in Ahmed. Advocate. Ex-M ilA 

J4 NE-89 MYll1cnsingh-14 M.A.Baki Mallik . Ex-MNA 

15 NE-90 Mymensingh-15 Mr. Syedu .... z.1aman. Ex-MNI\ 

16 NE-91 Mymcnsingh-16 Syed Si razuliluda 

18 NE-93 Mymensingh -18 Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan. Advocate 

T"hlc-07 

Candidates of 'Nezal1l-E-lslami ' for the Election of National Assembly in 
Fast Pakistan' ~ . 

No. National Scat No District Seat No Name & Quali fication or the crtndidatc 

01 NE-76 Mymensingh-O l Mr. Joyna ll\bedin Khan Lohani 

03 NE-78 Mymcnsingh-OJ Pror, Abdu l Grtni 

04 N~-79 Mymcnsingh-04 Moulanu LUlror Ruhman 

06 NE-SI Mymcn singh ·06 Mou lana Faizur Rahman 

OS NE-83 Mymcnsingh-08 Moulana !-'alim Hossain 

09 NE-84 MYlllensingh·09 Mr. Mokhlcsur Rahman 

10 NE-85 Mymensingh- IO Kari Znkaria 

101 Ibid. p.3 
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II NE-86 Mymcnsingh-Il Moulana A .K .M . Sharfuddin Khan 

13 NE-88 Mymcnsi ngh-13 Moulana Monjuruilloq Khan 

15 NE-90 Mymensingh -15 Moulana Abdull-lalim Hossa in 

17 NE-92 Mymensi ngh - t 7 Moulana Atahar Ali 

Table-OS 

'andidates or ' NA P(Wali) ' for the Election o f Nat ional Assemb ly in East 
Pakis tan: 10K 

No. Nationa l Seal No District Scal No Name & Qualilicalioll of tile candidate 

13 NE-88 Mymcnsingh- 13 Mohammed Wazed Ali 

Tablc-09 

Candidates of ' NA P(Bhasani ), forthe Election of Nat ional Assembly in 
East Pakistan" , 

No. Nat ional Scal No District Seal No Name & Quali fi cation of the candidate 

01 NE-93 Mymcnsingh-18 Sycd Shurfuddin Ahmed, BA 

Ca ndidates of MVlllcnsingh in the Pakis tan Provinc ial Election of 
1970 

Ta hlc-I O 

Cnndidates of 'Awami League' for the Election of Prov incial Assembl y 

in East Pakistan : 109 

No. National Scal No District Seal No 
-

01 PE- 139 M ymensing,h-O I 

02 PE- J 40 Mymellsingh -02 

03 l'E-14 1 Mymcnsingh-03 

04 I>E-1 42 Mymcnsingh-04 

05 I>E-143 Mymcnsingh-05 

06 PE- 144 Mymcnsingh-06 

07 PE-1 45 Mymensingh-07 

08 PE-146 Mymcnsingh-08 

09 PE- 147 Mymcnsingh-09 

10 PE- 148 Mymcnsingh-l0 

un The Dail) Alad. OclOber 9. 1970. p, 10 
10<1 Till! Daily A:m1. September 25. 1970.p.1 

Na me & Qualilicalion oflhc candidate 

Md, Ashraf Hossain . Advocate 

Rashed Mosarrof, B.Com. 

Mohammad Abdul Hai 

Abdul Malck 

Akleruzzaman. MA .LLB. Advocate 

Nizamuddin Ahmed 

Nudiruzzaman Khan. LMN 

Md, Abdul Haq im. Advocate 

Md, Kudrutullah Mondal 

Md. Shamsul I-Ioq 
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II PE- 149 Mymensing,h.11 Hatem Ali 

12 PE- 150 Myrnensingh-1 2 Anwnru l Kadir. Advocate 

13 PE- 151 Mymensingh-1 3 Abdul Alim Akanda. SA.B.Ed. 

14 PE-1 52 Mymcnsingh-14 Mohammad Iman Ali Mian 

15 PE- 153 Mymens;ngh-I S Khandakar Abdul Malek (Sh3hidu llah) 

16 PE- 154 Mymensingh-16 Mohammad Moslch Uddin. BA,BEd., LLR 

17 I)E-155 M ymensingh -17 Abul Munsur Ahmed 

18 PE-156 M ymensingh-18 Mostafa M.A. MOlin . Advocnte 

19 PE- 157 Mymensi llgh- 19 Md. Abu! Hashem 

20 PE- 158 Mymensingh-20 Abdul Majid Tara Mian 

21 I'E-1 59 Mymensingh-21 Nai'J1\U1 Huda 

22 PE-160 Mymensingh-22 Dr. Akhlakul Hosain Ahmed, LMF 

23 P£-161 Mymcnsingh-23 Abbas Ali Khan 

24 P£-162 Myrncnsingh-24 Hadis Uddin Chowdhury 

25 PE-163 Myrncnsingh-25 Mohammad Abdul Khateque 

26 PE-164 Myrncnsingh-26 A .K.M. Sh:lrTIsul Hoq 

27 PE- 165 M)'tncnsingh-27 Mostafiz.ur Rahman Khan 

28 PE- 166 Mymensingh-28 Abdus Sattar. Advocate 

29 PE- 167 Mymensingh-29 Abdu l Kuddus B.Colll . 

30 PE-168 Mymcnsingh-30 Mohammad Abdu l Kadir 

31 PE-169 Mymensingh-31 Monjur Ahmcd(Bacchu Mi::tn) 

32 PE-1 70 Mymensingh-32 Syed Badrudduz.'l 

Tahle- II 

Cand idates of 'Zamal-E-lslami' for the Election of Provincial Assembly 
in East Pakistan : 

-

No. Nat ional Scat No District Scat No Name & Qualification ofthc candidate 

01 Per 139 Mymcnsingh-O I Sheikh Ashraf Uddi n B.Sc. 

02 PE-140 Mymensingh-02 A. K.M Mohiuddin 

03 PE-141 Mymcnsingh-03 I'rof. Mohammad NUT Uddin 

04 PE- 14) Mymensingh-05 Advocate Sharnsul Hoq 

05 PE- I44 Mymensingh-06 Prof, Alxi us Sallar. MA 

06 PE- 145 Mymensingh-07 Moulana Abdul Mubarak 

07 PE- 146 Mymensingh-08 Prof. Mujharul Islam 

08 PE- 147 Mymensingh-09 Advocate Sharif Uddin Ahmad, MA .LLB 
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09 PE-1 52 Mymcnsingh-14 Advocute Hatem Ali Talukdar. BA.LLB 

10 PE-1 53 Mymcnsingh-1 5 Moulana Abu Taller. M .Corn . 

II PE-IS4 Mymcnsingh-16 Moulana Abdul Kader. M .M 

12 PE- 157 Mymensingh-19 Moutana Anisur Rahman Murshidnbndi 

13 PE- 160 Mymensingh-22 Moulana Muhamm ad Abdullrlh 

14 PE- 161 Mymensin gh-23 Md. Fazlul Karim 

15 1' 1::- 163 Mytncnsingh-25 Mohammad Hed iatullah B.Sc. 

16 l'E-\64 Mymens ingh-26 Maslar Kalam Uddin 

17 PE- 165 Myrncllsingh-27 Moulnnu Majibur Rahman. MM 

18 PE-166 Mymcnsingh-28 Prof. Mahlab Uddin, MA 

19 PE-170 Mymcnsingh-32 Abdul Gani 

T:lblo- l2 

Candidates of 'Muslim League (Convention)' ror the Election of 
Prov incial Assembly in East Pakislan :lI o 

No. Nalional Scat No DiStriCt Seal No Name & Qua lification of the candid'lle 

01 PE-1J9 Mymcnsin gh-Ol Gazi Farid Uddin Ahmed 

02 [)& 14 1 Mymcnsingh-OJ Mr. Al tafur Rahman . MilA 

03 PE-142 Mymensingh-04 Nurullslam Khan 

04 PE- 14J Myrncnsingh-05 Mou lana Syed Shibli Queraysh~ 

as PI!- J 44 Mymcllsingh-06 Md. Shumedul Hoq. MPA 

06 PE-146 Mymcnsingh-08 Mr. Mohammed Abdur Rahman 

07 l'E-147 Mymensingh-09 Shah Allab Uddin 

08 PE- 149 Mymensingh-l J Md . Habibuliah, Ad vocate 

09 PE-1 51 Mymensingh-13 Khn lcque Nawaj Khan, Advocate 

10 PE- ISJ Mymcl1singh -1 5 Sheikh Abdul Haqirn 

II PE- IS4 Mymcnsingh-16 Mohammad Sabcd Ali Akanda 

12 PE-155 Mymellsingh-17 Moh:unmlld Shaliqul Hoq 

13 PE- IS8 Mymcnsingh-20 Mofa7...zal Hossain 

14 PE- IS9 Mymensingh-21 Ahmed I1 0ssail1 Talukdar 

15 PE- 163 Mymensingh-25 Imam Hussain Chowdhury 

16 PE- 164 Mymcnsingh-26 A fsar Uddin Ahmed . Ad vocate 

17 PE-1 65 Mymensingh-27 Shafiuddin Laskar 

18 PE-166 Mymensingh-28 Moulabi Mnh tab Uddin 

110 TI". Om/yA:ad. October II . 1970.p.l.5 
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19 PE-167 Mymensingh-29 Md. Lokman 

20 PE- 168 Mymensingh-30 Abdul Karim 

21 PE- 169 Mymensingh-31 Abdul Jali l 

Table-13 

andidates of -M uslim Lenglle (Quaiyum)" for the Electi on of Provincial 
bl - E P k-Assem Iy In "ast a ' lstan: 

No_ N.uional Seal No District Scal No Name & Qualification of the candidate 

01 PE-140 Mymensingh·02 Mohammad Abdul Wadud Mondal 

02 PE-141 Mymcnsingh·03 DcJwar I-Iossain 

03 PE- 144 Mymcnsingh-06 Caplain Md. Abdur Rahim Chowdhury 

04 PE-145 Mymcllsingh·07 Abdul Kader Ta lukdar 

05 PE-146 Mymcnsingh-08 Mohammad Habibutlah 

06 PE· 148 Mymensingh-t 0 Arniruddin Ahmed 

07 PE-168 Mymensingh-30 Abdu l Malek Sarkar 

T:lb lc- 14 

Candidates of -PDP- for the Election of Prov incial Assembly in East 
Pakisl::l0 Ill, 
No_ Nalional Seal No District Scat No Name & Qualification of the candidate 

01 PE- 140 Mymcnsingh-02 Mr. NurU7.zaman. U.Corn . 

02 PE-I SI Mymcnsingh- 13 A .K .M . Mnbarak Hossllin 

Table- IS 

Candidates of'Nezam-E-lslami & lomiot E Ulamya Islam' fo r the 
rI r P - I A bl - E P k- 11 2 :". ect lOn 0 rOV l11cl3 sscm Hy In ~aS l a' istan : 

No_ Nnlional Sent No District Seat No NUnl!! & Qualification of the cundidate 

01 PE-140 Mymensingh-02 Unus Ali M ian 

02 PE-148 Mymensingh-IO Alhnj Dr. Anlzad Hossain Akandn 

03 PE-151 Mymensillgh-13 Alhnj Moulana Atiqur Rahman 

04 PE-153 Mymensingh-15 A .A.M Tofau..al l-lossain 

OS PE-1 5S Mymcnsingh-' 7 M ohammed Ruhul Amin Khan 

06 PE-I56 Mymensingh-18 A.K.M Molizur Rahman 

07 PE-157 Mymcnsingh-19 Moulann Atxlu l Majid Khan 

08 PE- 158 Mymcnsingh-20 Moulana Ali OStlwn 

I II Ibid, p.3 
l it Ibid. October 15. 1970.p.) 
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09 P£- 159 Mymcllsingh-21 Osman Gani Talukdnr 

10 PE-162 Mymensingh-24 Mohammad Mofh:ur Rahman Talukdar 

II PE-163 Mymensingh-25 Abu Hossain Sheikh 

Tahle- 16 

Candidates of 'NAP (Wali)' for Ihe Election of Provincial Assembly in 
East r'ak istan: 113 

No. National Sent No District Seal No Name & Qualificati on of the cand idate 

01 PE· 159 Mymcnsingh-2 1 Mr. Abdul Aziz 

02 PE·' 60 Myrncnsingh-22 Mr. Abdul Ahad Khan 

03 PE-1 61 Mymensingh-23 Mr. Abdul Kuddus 

0' PE-166 Mymellsingh-28 Mr. Abu Naser Ruhu! Ami n Khan 

05 PE-167 Mymcnsingh-29 Mr. Jomeo! Ali 

06 PE-168 Mymensingh-30 Mr. Kazi Abdul Bad 

07 PE-169 Mymcnsin gh-31 Radhc Shama Chowdhury 

Tahlc-1 7 

Candidates of 'NA P(Bhasan i), for Ihe Elect ion of Provincial Assemb ly in 
East PakisLan' > 

No. Nutional Scat No District Seal No Name & Qualil1cation orthe cnndid:uc 

01 PE-141 Mymensingh-OJ AHafUddin Talukdnr 

02 1'£-1 43 Mymensingh-05 Shnmsul !-Iuda Motin . Advocate 

Result of the Election 
The National Assembly Election was held on December 07, 1970 . In the 
election, the elected candidates were as follows: 

Table- IS 

No. National Seat No District Scat No Name & Qualification of the cand idate 

01 NE·76 Mymcns;ngh·O I Alhaj Abdus Sa rnad. B.Sc. (AL) 

02 NE-77 M),mcnsingh-02 Mohammad Karimul..zmnan Talukdnr. I3ABT(AL) 

03 NE-78 M),mensingh-03 Mohammad Abdui ll aqi m. MA. LLB (A L) 

04 NE-79 Mymensingh-04 Anisur Rahman Mokter(A L) 

05 NE-80 Mymensin gh-OS Mohammad Abdul Haqim Sarkar(AL) 

06 NE·8 1 Mymensingh-06 MosharrofHossain Akanda, MABt. Aclvocatc(AL) 

07 NE·82 Mymcnsin gh-07 M. Ibrahim. BL(AL) 

'II Ibid. October 9. 1970. p. l0 
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OS NE-8J Mymensi ngh-08 Nurul Amin ( I)DP)· 

09 NE-S4 Mymensingh-09 Syed Abdus Sultan (AL) 

10 NE-S5 Mymensingh-IO Prof. A.N.M. Nazrul lslam, MA(AL) 

II NE-86 Mymcnsing,h- I I Prof. Shamsul Huds, MA(AL) 

12 NE-S7 Mymensingh- 12 Safir Uddin Ahmed. Advocate (A L) 

IJ NE-88 Mymensingh- 13 Abdu l Mamin. MA,LLB, Advocatc(AL) 

14 NE-S9 M ymensingh- 14 M. Zobed Ali, i\dvoc3Ic(AL) 

IS NE-90 Mymensingh-15 Asaduzzaman Khan. MABL(AL) 

16 NE-91 Mymensingh-16 Md. Zi llur Rahman , MA tI-LA, Advocate (AI#) 

17 NE-92 Mymensingh- 17 Syed Naznl lis iam. MA, LLB. Advocate 

18 NE-9J MymclIsingh-18 Abdul Hamid. SA (AL) 

The Provincial Asscmbly Elcclion was held on Dcccmber 17. 1970. In 
the election, the elected candidates were as foll ows: 1 15 

Tablc-19 

No. National Scat No District Seat No Name & Qualification of the candidate 

01 PE- 139 Mymensingh-O I Md, Ashraf Hossain, Advocatc (AL) 

02 PE-140 Mymcnsingh-02 Rashed Mosarrof. B.Com, (AL) 

OJ PE-141 Mymcnsingh-03 Mohammad Abdu l Hai (A L) 

04 II E-142 Mymcnsingh-04 Abdu l Malek (AL) 

05 I)E-143 Mymcnsingh-05 Aktcruzl,.nrnan, MA.LLll, Advocatc (AL) 

06 PE-144 Mymcnsingh-06 Nil..amuddin Ahmed (AL) 

07 PE-145 Mymensingh-07 Nadiruz71Iman Khan. LM N(A L) 

OS PE-146 Mymcnsingh-08 Md, Abdul Haqim, Advoc:1Ic(AL) 

09 PE-147 Mymensingh09 Md, Kudrutullah Mondal(AL) 

10 PE- 148 Mymensingh-IO Md. Shamsul Hoq(AL) 

I I PE-149 Mymcnsi ngh-II Hatem Ali (A L) 

12 li E-I 50 Mymcnsi ngh-12 Matin Bhuiyan (PDP) 

1J PE-15 1 Mymensingh- 13 A.K.M, Mobnrak Hossain (PDP) 

14 PE-152 Mymcnsingh-14 Mohammad lman Ali Mian (AL) 

15 PE-1 53 Mymcnsingh-1 5 Khandakar Abdul Malek (Shahidullah) (AL) 

-

16 PE- 154 Mymensingh- 16 Mohammad Moslch Uddin. !lA.BEd .• 

LLB(A I.) 

17 PE- 155 Mymcnsi ngh -17 Abul Munsur Ah med (A L) 

114 The only ck'Cted mcmbl.:r in Mymensingh out or AWllmi Lellguc. 
II ~ Ittcfaq, December 20.1970. p.3 
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18 PE-I56 Mymensingh-18 Moslafa M.A. MOlin. Advocate(AL) 

19 PE-1 57 Mymensingh-19 Md. Abu l Hashcm(AL) 

20 PE· IS8 Mymensingh-20 Abdul Maj id Tara Mian(AL) 

21 PE- 159 Mymensingh-2 1 Nazmul Huda(AL) 

22 PE- 160 Myrnensingh-22 Dr. Akhlakul Hosain Ahmed. LMF(AL) 

23 PE-16 1 Mymcnsingh-23 Abbas Ali Khan(AL) 

24 PE-' 62 Mymensingh-24 Hndis Uddin Chowdhury (A L) 

25 PE-163 Mymensingh-25 Mohammad Abdul Khaleque(AI..) 

26 PE-164 Mymensingh-26 A .K.M . Shamsul Hoq (AL) 

27 PE-165 Mymensingh-27 Mostafizur Rahman Khan(AL) 

28 PE-166 Mymensingh-28 Abdus Sauar. Advocate (AL) 

29 PE- 167 Mymcnsingh-29 Abdul Kuddus B.Colll . (A L) 

30 PE-168 Mymcnsingh-30 Mohammad Abdul Kadir(AL) 

31 PE-169 Mymcnsingh-31 Monjur Ahmcd(Bucchu Mian) (AL) 

32 PE-170 Mymcnsingh-32 Syed Badrudduza(AI.) 

The rcsull of Ihe elcclian of 1970 shows Ihe uniled sland of Ihe people of 

Mymcilsingh to the 6-poinls of J\wam i League. It W3S also a clear 

indication of strong Banga lce Nationalism among the people of 

Mymcnsingh. 

From Ihe tablc-O I 10 lable-IS, we can find out Ihc characleristics of Ihe 

candidates_ Through these lables we come 10 know Ihat Ihe candidaJes 

other than Awumi League were mainly the supporters of Muslim 

Nalional islll. They have firm bel ief on ' I'ak islan '_ MOSI of them belonged 

to elite class or ca rne from religious section. They urged vote for the unity 

of Pakistan and for Islam. They ignored the inner pain of the general 

people which swept over their religious sentiment. In fact, 1110st of the 

candidates other than Awami League were rootless as they did not score 

minimum vote in the election thereby lost their 'Electoral Deposit ' 

On the other hand, the candidates o f AW8m i League were mostly 

progressive who inherited middle class va lues. They had a vision for a 
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new nation. They unvei led the face of so-called "Muslim Nationalists' by 

placing statistics of 23" years of suction imposed upon the Bangalee 

people by the west Pakistani mlers. During the election campaign of 

1970, a poster titled 'Sonar Bangia Shasan Keno?' (Why does the golden 

Benga l a graveyard?) published by Awami League caught sight of the 

general people. The poster was like this:'" 

Suhjeci For East I'aki'lt:m For West Pakistan 

Expenditure Of Revenue 1,500 Crore Taka 5.000 Crore Taka 

Development Tax 3.000 Crore Taka 6,000 Crore Taka 

Foreign Aid 20% 80% 

Impon 25% 75% 

Serv ice in the Central Gov!. 15% 85% 

Mili tary Force 10% 90% 

R icc (per Maund) 50 Taka 25 Taka 

Flour (per Mau nd ) 30 Taka 15 Taka 

Oil-sarisa (per SeT) 5 Taku 2.501'"k[l 

Guld (per tob) 175 TaJ...:) 135 'ruku 

It gave a short but clear picture of the suction of West Pakistan over East 

Pakistan . The Bangalec people became fi erce knowing the statistics. This 

raised the Bangalee Nati onalism among the people of Mymensillgh . 

m Sen .Rnngolul. Politicol Elitt's In Bonglodesh. Dhaka :UPL. 191016 
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Chapter-06 

Liberation War in Mymensingh in 1971 

/1 9'"'' :. 't ... 't v 

In the first general e lection of Pakistan in 1970 (on the basis of s ingle 

person, single vo te), Awami League ach ieved a landslide victory. Among 

162 seats for East Pakistan. Awami League got 160 seats.'" This resu It 

was so unexpected to the Pakistan mling military authority that they 

became thundered. On the basis of the reports of the inte ll igence units o f 

PakislHI1. the Military GovCnll1lCnl dared 10 give general election 

expecting that somehow the rightist parties of Pakistan i.e. PDP, Muslim 

League, Jamat-E- Is lami and the group of Azgarh Khan could be ab le to 

hold the majori ty in the election.!!!! But their expectation mel 

disappoin tment. The sale leader of East Pakistan. Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman declared the result as the peoples' mandate on 6-points 

& II -points. On the other hand, PDP '" leader, Nawabjada Nasrullah 

Khan said at Lahore, "In the election people have taken a wrong 

decision,HI20 lie also accused that the election was held on such an 

emotional moment that it led the people to take this wrong decis ion. It is 

very interesting to note that the statement of Nawabjada Nasrullah KJU1Il 

was echoed in the statement of Moulana Bhasani. Immediately after the 

result of election being dec lared, Mou lana Bhas"ni (who did not 

participate in the election for an UnkJ10W I1 reason) rejected the result and 

demanded another ' public Vote' to judge whether the peoples" mandate 

of the election was on the basis of 6-points and ll_poinLs. 121 On 

111 Mukul .M. R. Akhtar (ed.). Bangladesher Smlhina/(/jllddllfl . Dalilpllll'a, (extracted in One \·olumc). 
Ministry of Information, Gov!. of the Peoples' Republic of Bangladesh. Dhaka, 1988. p.94 

... Hannnn ,[)r. Mohammad. Bangalfer eli/was. Dhuka: Anupom Prakasony. 1999. p.263 
110 Pakist:ln DcmO<:r:l lic P3ny 
110 BOl/galefl' Eli/was. p.264 
1:1 7111.' Daily Paki.flwr. Df. .. ccmbcr 10. 1970 AD 
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December 10, 1970, a meeting o f Jamat-E-Is la mi in Dhaka. presided over 

by Go lam Azam, a lso refused to accep t the result . The only member of 

PDP in East Pakistan) Nurul Amin expressed his honor to the mandate of 

the people. 

On December 15. 1970. the President of the majority party of East 

Pakistan, Bangabandhu assured Yahya Khan that a constitut ion based on 

6-poi nls cou ld ensure the justice among the people living in different 

territories.'" On the contrary, the leader of ppp '2l, Bhutto suddenly 

declared a 7-mcmbers of constitution making committee on the same 

date.'" Later, he demanded the equa l share of power in running the state 

as he himself also got the majority sea lS in West Paki stan, 125 However. 

though Banga lee, PDP leader Nurul Amin supported Bhutto. The fo rmer 

also remarked that the negot iation bet' cen PPP & AL 126 would be 

fruitful in procuring a constitu tion . 

In January 18. 197 1. the chiefofNA pl27 (Wali ), Mr. Wali Khan disclosed 

his party ana lysis on a TV interview at Rawa lpindi that the two majority 

part ies (AL & 1'1'1') were actually proved as provinc ial parties, not the 

representatives of the whole of Pakistan because, Awami League got a 

landslide victory ;n the election but did 110t get any seat in the provinces 

of West Pakistan. Similarly. PPP got majority in 'Sindh ' & 'Panjab' only 

but they a lso did not get any seat in East Pakistan or in other prov inces of 

West Pakistan.'lK 

m Blillgale£'/, /;;filulfU, p.265 
IlJ I'akisum Peoples' Party 
1:1 Thl;' DOIly P(I I:.;S(OIl, Dt:ccmbcr 16. 1970 AD 
11' [n fact. it \\:"IS Bhutto's \\rong dCn'lllnd as there \\ilS no existence of ' East Pllkisttm' after L.r .O. :md 

also I'I'Il could nQI be able 10 achieve m3jorilY in all the provinces of previous East Pakislan. PI'P 
hdd Ihe majori!)' only in Sindh und Panjab, 

1:6 Awami LC:'Iguc 

111 Nationn l Awarni Puny 
1:1 The Daily PokiJlolI. January 18, 197 1 AD 

94 



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

All these cont roversial statements of the political pan ies gave an escape 

root to the military goveml11cnt to thrive their blue print. The military 

government was trying to make an alley so that they could postpone 

convening the National Assembly. 

On January 3. 197 1 a ll the elected members of Awami League. both in 

the election of National Assembly and Provincial Assembly, took oath at 

the Race Course Maydan (Now Suhrawardy Uddayan) in prescnce of the 

millions of people. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman himself 

operated the oath. 129 On a spcech in the mecting, Bangabandhu instructed 

the activists of Awami League to make fortress in the union level. He also 

told his people not to surrender the arms until the final victory is achieved 

even though he himself would be killed by conspiracy. "0 

It seemed, two streams of political authority were stretching towards 

something fishy. The ruling power was advancing with their policy 

shrcwdly so that they could avert the Bangalees from becoming the ruling 

power. On the other hand. Bangabandhu was advancing along with his 

people to the goal bearing it in mind that no resull would come Ollt 

without bloodshed. I lence, he was preparing his people for the fi nal phase 

of strugg le. 

After the general election. President Yahya Khan came to Dhaka on 

January II . 197 1. He sat with Sheikh Mujib in two sessions or formal 

discussion but no result came oul. In January 14. President went back to 

West Pakistan without declaring anyth ing about the trans rer or power to 

the Bangalee elected representat ives. At the airport he said, ' I' m tired . 

I 'm going on a hunting in Bhulto's area, Larkana." But in fact, he look a 

I:q Ibid. Jonullry 04. 1971 AD 
lit 8uIIgalepr £1/11(105. p.268 
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chance to a secret meeting with Bhuttto against the Bangalees. lJI Yahya 

Khan was pretending to release power to the elected Bangalee 

representatives. Thus spread a confusion around the count!)' whether the 

military government would transfer power to the majority party. 

On January 27. 197 1 PPP chief Zulflqar Ali Khan Bhutlo came to East 

Pakistan pretending to search any formula o f negotiation with Awami 

League. The two leaders sat in a mect ing in the house of Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman with their secretaries. Bhutto wanted to 

convince the Awami leaders to withdraw their stand on 6-points. But the 

AW3mi League le~lders denied any change on 6-points. Bangabandhu 

declared that it was not possible for him to compromise on 6-points as it 

was no longer a possession of AW9m i League, it had become the 

referendum of the seventy million peoplc.132 

l3angabandhu dcmanded conven ing of the National Assembly session on 

15 February, 1971. But President Vahya Khan did not pay heed to 

MlUib's demand. Despite having mentioned Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as 

the 'FUlUre Prime Minister,' Yahya Khan was killing time to sort out 

plans to avert Bangalees from ascending in power. 

At last on February 13, 1971 he declared the Nat iona l Assembly session 

would be held on March 3, 1971 in Dhaka. 

Mr. Bhutto. on a press conference in Peshwar, declared that he would not 

join the session unless changes were madc in the 6-points program. He 

also threatened the elected representatives from West Pakistan not to join 

the assembly. He declared that he would clog up from Peshwar to 

IJI Th~' /)aU)' 1'0/';;510 11. January 15. 1971 AD 
I I : Oallg(/Ier l" £ //1/0(1$. p.270 
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Beluchistan. He also remarked that if the assembly sess ion In Dhaka 

would sit. it would become a slaughter-house. 

It is very interesting to note why Mr. BhullO became so furio us. Initiall y 

he was not on the hard line. After the election, in a press conference on 

January 13, BhullO said that he would go to Dhaka on the th ird week of 

January to have a talk with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. I-Ie also told that he 

felt honor for Sheikh Mujib as he fought for his people.1Jl BhullO'S voice 

became furious against Awam i League after hi s hospitality at Larkana 

being accepted by President Yahya Khan . Actually, the ruling military 

power was completely reluctant to release power to the BangaJces and as 

the political parties of Yahyah Khan's choice fai led to achieve the 

majori ty, he decided to deploy PPP against Awami League to crente a 

pretext for jeopardizing the National Assembly Session. 

But Ballgabandhu was not to be foo led. From the very beginning when 

L.F.O was proclaimed, he was fully aware of the conspiracy. hence he 

planned beforehand to reach the goal. When the protest against the 

irritated secti on 25 & 27 of L.F.O were raised, it was the issue that he had 

sa id, '" shall tear L.F.O. into pieces as soon as the elections are Qver."IH 

He.nee we see, Bangabandhu was advancing according to his pre-plan. 

W ith all the controversial situations, Awami League was going on 

making a rough sketch of new constitution on the basis of 6-points 

program. On r-cbrllary 16, 197 1 Bangabandhu was forma lly elected the 

leader of the Parliamentary Party, thus he became an undeclared Prime 

Minister of Pakistan .' l ' On r-ebruary 27, a drall of the constitution of 

Pakistan was placed before the meeting of Awam i League Parliamentary 

IJJ Tlw Daily Pakistan, January 14, 1971 AD 
114 Salik .Siddiq. Willle.J$IOSlirrellder. Dh:tka:Univcrsity Press Limitcd. 1997. p, 17 
IlS B(lngo/eer £lill(l(ls, p,284 
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Party which was pres ided over by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman. J]6 It was read out by Dr. Kamal Hossain. As the moment of the 

assembly session was getting nearer, tension hung in the air, Sheikh 

Mujib was becoming fully prepared for Ihe assembly session. Rumors 

arose Ihal Mujib was going 10 declare Ihe independence of Easl Pakislan. 

In this connection, the Govemor of East Pakistan. S.M.Ahsan mel 

Bangabandhu in an unscheduled meeling. n ,e ambassador of USA, Mr. 

Joseph Furland in Dhaka also mel Bangabandhu al hi s house to inform 

him about US Government 's v iew that they would not support if he 

declared separat ion from Pakistan.lJ7 

On the last day of February, 197 1 Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 

asked Bhutto to joi n the assembly. 1·le argued, if Bhuno refuscd to join 

the session with his 83 members and consequently if we also refused to 

go West Pakistan with our 160 members, what would happen then? 

However, Bangabandhu took all the preparalions for Ihe upcoming 

assembly session. 

On the lirst day or March, 197 1(Monday) , at noon (I :05 pm), all Ihe 

cenlcrs of Radio Pak istan broadcasl a Radio Speech of President Vahya 

Khan. By the speech, Vahya Khan postponed Ihe Nationa l Assembly 

Session for an indefinite period. The whole province exploded with anger 

and came to the street and spontaneously joined processions giving 

slogans," Joy BangIa." Awami League chief Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 

called On a press conference and announced a program of aClions which 

included harta l on 2 March in Dhaka and 3 March Ihroughout the country 

and a public meel ing at the Race Course Ground on 7 March. The 

IJO The Daily Pa/u.f/(m, Junuary 28. 1971 AD 
III B(lIIg(lleer £til,(I(l.~, p.290 
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students of Dhaka University, in a meeting held in the ans building, 

vowed to create 'Swadhin (independent) Bangladesh' and hoisted the nag 

of independent Bangladesh. During the day of hanal. police opened fire 

in Dhaka and the situation further became worsened. Curfew was 

imposed on Dhaka, but people violated the curfew, brought out 

processions and erected barricades on the routes of army movement. 138 

Under this situation. Bangabandhu declared hanal program everyday up 

to 6 March from 5 a.m . to 2 p.m. During the hanal , Law Couns, 

Government offices. railways. steamers and other communications were 

asked to be closed down. He also announced: no lax would be paid unt il 

armed forces were wi thdrawn and peoples' demands were met. 

Realizing the dangerous nature of the s ituation. Yahya Khan declared On 

6 March that the National Assembly e sion would be held on March 25. 

At the same li me, Lt. Gen. Tikka Khan was appointed as Martial Law 

Admin istrator and Governor of East Pakistan. 

In the context o f dilly-dallying by Yahya Khan on the question of 

handing over the power to the elected peoples' representatives, Shaikh 

Mujibur Rahman addressed a pre-scheduled historic pub lic meeting on 7 

March at Race Course Ground (present Suhrawanhy Uddayan). 

From the hi storic 7'" March address o f Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman, a ll the Bangalee people got a green signal of preparation for the 

independence.'" In the address Bangabandhu declared, 

II. Th .. /)(I I/y Poklst(lIl. March J. 197 1 
119 "1 he historic decl~ration or B3ngubandhu on 7 March at Race Course Ground was seemed to us us 

a green signal. We finalized our plan. The agitation between l3angalec and Pakistani soldiers were 
:lIsa becoming intensi fied,"· Colonel Ziaur Rahman ('Ekti Juljr Janmll·. The D(lil), Dajll;k Bang/a,' 
26 Murch 1972; 711(1 wed/)' Bichifra. 16 Deccmber. 1972) 
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"Ebarer Sangram, Amadcr Muktir Sangram (This struggle IS for our 

liberation ... ) 

Ebarer Sangram. sadhinawr Sangram . .. ·· (This struggle IS for our 

independence .. ) 

Exhorting the surging ocean of people that assembled at the Race Course 

(the present Suhr.warthy Uddyan). the only sole leader of then East 

Pakistan (now Bangladesh) Bangabandhu dec lared. " . . . .Are Jodi Ekta 

Gu li Cholc, Are Jodi Amar Manuske Gul i Kore I-latta Kora Hoy. 

Tumader Pro tee Anurodh Roi lo, Ghorc Ghore Durga Gore '1'010, 

Tumader Jar Ja Kichhu Aachhe, Tai Nie Satrur Mukabela Korte Hobe" 

( ... 11' a sing le fire is further shot. if a single person is shot-dead. I request 

you, make every home a fortress. You have to confront the enemy with 

whatever you have in your hands.) With a fierce voice he further said . 

... .. Rokta .10k han Deachhi, Rokta Aaro Debo, Edesher Monuske Mukto 

Kare Chharbo Insh.-Allah." ( ..... We have given blood, we will give 

more; and Insha-Allah. we will liberate the country.) 

This address acted as a guide to the Liberation Struggle of Bangladesh. It 

was, in facl, the source of eternal inspiration and symbol of the Liberation 

Struggle of the Bangalees. 

l3angabandhu not only guided the people to be prepared fo r the final 

struggle but also dec lared an act ion program of non-co operation which 

was non-violent in nature. h was spontaneously fo llowed throughout 

erstwhile Bangladesh. In this way, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 

estab lished a paral lel peoples government against Pakistan oppressors 

and took control of Bangladesh in hand. 

tOO 



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

On March 14, he announced 3S rules for runnmg the c ivil 

admi nistration.14o The main points of that announcement were as follows: 

a) A ll the Government Departments, Secretariat, High-Court, Semi­

government or Semi-autonomous institut ions wi ll be closed a'i usual : 

b) All the industri a l institut ions will be c losed ; 

c) The Distri ct Commissioners or Sub-Division o ffi cers will not attend ill 

the office. instead they wi ll ensure law and order by cons uhing with the 

loca l Awami-Lcague leaders or the Movement Committee'; 

d) The Department of Police also have to fo llow the same instructions: 

e) Radio. Television & Newspapers will be working. If these insti tutions 

do not agree to broadcusL the news of I1mss-l11ovemcnt. no employee will 

cooperate with them; 

() A ll the taxes & revenues will be stopped . 

The orders of Bangabandhu Sheikh ML~i ibur Rahman were followed word 

by word Ihroughoullhe whole counlry. 

On 15 March, Presidenl Yahya Khan callle 10 Dhaka al noon bUI lill laic 

hours of night he did not meet with Bangabandhu. 

On 16 March, dia logue slarted between Presidenl Yahya Khan and 

Bangabandhu . 

On 21 March. leader of Pakislan Peoples Party, Zulfiqar Ali Bhullo 

came to Dhaka with his 12-111Cl11ber advisory committee. An unscheduled 

meeting bel ween Presidenl Yahya Khan and Bangabandhu was held on 

Ihe day. BUI Yahya Khan fa iled 10 manage Bangabandhu to amend 6-

poinls program. Bangabandhu declared Ihat he would nOI join Ihe 

I ~Q A Iter the historic 1 r-,'Iarch Speech. nil the udminiSlr;Llivc power or whok of East [)lIkiSUIn 
spont30C()usly came under control of Bnngabandhu except military department. Thus we scc. even. 
Ihe chicf JuStice of Ihng!:ldcsh Supreme C(Jurt, Justice O.A. Siddiq, refused 10 read Out 031h of 
GcncTll1 Tikka Khan without the permission or Hangabandhu. Sec also. Salik .Siddiq. lfIiflless /0 

SlIrI'I:II(kr. Dhaka: Uni\'crsity Press Limited. 1997. p. 55; Hangaleer Eli/was. p.31 0, The Paki.f/(m 
Ob.l·cl'I·er. March 7· 24,197 1 
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assembly until his 4-points demand that was declared In his 7'h March 

speech was fulfilled.'" 

On 22 March. President Yahya Khan met on a discussion with 

Oangabandhu and Bhutto in the same session. But the meeting was nOt 

fruitful and again Yahya postponed the Nat ional Assembly Sess ion of 

25 th March,I4
2 

On 23 March, Bangabandhu declared public holiday. People hoisted the 

Ilag o f Bangladesh in stead of Pakistani nag around the country.") 

On 24 March. arter a meeting with the advisors of Yahya Khan, Taj 

Uddin Ahmed declared that Awal11i League did not want to prolong the 

discussion. On the day the West I)akislani Leaders len Dhaka in groups. 14<1 

On 25 March. all day Bangabandhu stayed at home. People of a ll walks 

oflil1: met Bangabandhu all day long. i\ rumor spread around the ci ty that 

the Pakistan Army might auack the people at the night of 25 th March. 

Bangabandhu suggested hi s leaders to go out o r Dhaka. He himse lf 

refused to hide because he thought if he hid, the Pak istani soldiers might 

make massacre in search or him. So he decided to SLay at home. At mid­

night when the Pakistan army sel out to attack the city, Bangabandhu 

declared the independence of Bang ladesh.'" I n his declaration. 

Ballgabandhu said, 'This may be my last message. From today 

Bangladesh is independent. I ca ll upon the people of Bangladesh 

wherever you might be and wi th whatever you have, to resist the army of 

occupat ion to the last. Your fi ght must go on until the last soldier of the 

I ~ I The /III.'J(I(j , The A=ad olld fhl! Sallgbod. 21 , 22 Murch. 197 1 AD 
10: Thl.' A:fId, 23 March. 1971 AD. 
I I ) On lhcday an English newspaper, The People, in Dh:lka titlcd a nc\\s as' 1\ New !,lag is born: 

(sec The People, Dhaku. 23 March. 191 L. The newspnper wrote' ... This is the latest nag added to 
thc lotal list of the nags represenlin& various states and nations of the contemporary \\orld.) I·. Ballgoleel' £Iill(l(ls, p.322 

I .S The Constitution of the Peoples' Republic of Aangladcsh, 1972 
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Pakistan occupation army is expelled Irom the soil o f Bangladesh and 

C I · . I · d i46 llna VIctOry IS ac 11 eve . 

It was Pakistan oppressors who imposed an unjustified warfare over the 

armless people of Bangladesh. A fter the crack down named ·Operation 

Search Light" the final stage of Pak istan cra began which in scripted a 

everlasting black spot on the forehead of Pakistan Army. The Pakistan 

Army imposed massacre and genocide on the night over Dhaka c ity. 147 

A plmmed military paci fication carried out by the Pakistan Anny 

codenamed Operation Searchlight - started on 25 March to curb the 

BangaJee nationalist movcmcnt l48 by taking contro l o f the major ci ties on 

26 March, and then eliminating a ll oppositions, political or military.149 

I~n A t)cr the dcalh of (jener:!! Zi,lUf Rahman, a sectiOn of PI.:OI)lc were continuously trying 10 ~Iablish 
him (IS Ihe declarer of the war of i nde~ndence. Bul it is n 3ill) cnbrt ~clluse. Zi:lur Rnhmtln was 
then :l ~implc Mnjor. There is no evidence of invoh cOlenl in the turmoil moments of the liberation 
:Jlrugglc or (bngl:)Jesh before hill rebellion On March 27, 1971. lie himsel f alS() eonr~'.$~ed in an 
article lhul he himself got u green signal to revolt from the speech of Oungub:mdhu on 7'h M:m:h_ 
1971. Moreover_ only Bongnbondhu WtLS then thc sole leader who could hold Ihe ::authority of ::any 
dt:claration_ bec::ause he w::as then the de foclO in East Pakistan , The country was also running 
accordi ng 10 his 35-poinl:> announcement. In fact, the dccluration of the independence hlld already 
SI:ued in 7 March speech, hence, ancr the brutal attack of Pakistan ::army at the fi rst hour of March 
26, no declaration wus needed, However, B:)ngabandhu took preparatiun ~hrewdly 10 give the nation 
a mc.ssage to slart the figh l agninsl invaded Pukistani Army according to Ihe guide of 7 Morch 
Speech. And he was able 10 give the message through e,r.R wireless and Ihr(lugh the radi o made by 
Dr. Nurul Ula and some other professors of Engineering Universily, What Ziaur ]{ahman did, was 
that he read out the me:ssage given to him by the activists of Swadhin Bangia Beier Kendra nl 
Kalurghat on bchlllf of Bamgnb:indhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman . He was the fourth among them \\ho 
declared the Independence of Bangladesh on beh:l1f of Ilamgnhandhll Sheikh Mujibor Rahman, ( 
see ul$O, 'Ekli JlIlir Janma' , The Daily Dainilt. fJangla. ' 26 March 1972: The wel!kly Bichill'(1, 16 
December, t972 ; Siddiq Salil.: : Witne,f.J 10 S"rl'l! If(/i!I', University Press Limited, Dh:lka, 1997, p.85 ; 
Robert Pain: MassaCl'e, Uni\'ersity Pre.s:s Limited, Dhaka: Dr. Mohammad Hannan : 801lga/eel' 
RlihllflS, Anupom Prakasony. Dhaka, 1999, p.302·332: 113san 1·lafizur RahnHIn(ed.): Rtwg/ar/I!.fhel' 
SadJrh1l1tajllddha ' D(lli/p(llm, Vol. VI I. Ministry of InformU!iOIl, Go"l, of the Peoples' Republic of 
Il llrlgladl:sh, Dhaka. pA22.!) etc. ) 

107 Sulik ,Siddiq. Illitne,~s 10 Su/'/'ender, Dhaka :Unl"crsity Press Limited, 1997, p.71·90 

IU Bose ,Sarmilu, ' Anatomy orViolcncc: Analysis or ei"il War in Enst Pakistan in 197 1: Mi litnry 
Action: Operolion Searchlight', Economic and Political Weekh Special Articles, R October, 2005 

1'0 Siddic] Salil; , Witness 7QSII/'l'em/er, p. 63, p. 228-9 
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within one month. Before the beginning of the operation, all foreign 

journalists were systematically departed from East Pakistan. 150 

The main phase of Operation Search light ended with the fa ll of the last 

major town in 8angalee hands in mid-May. The operation also began the 

197 1 Bangladesh atrocities. These systematic killings served only to 

enrage the Bangalees, wh ich ultimately resulted in the secession of East 

Pakistan later in the same year. The international media and reference 

books in English have published casualty fi gures which vary greatly. 

from 5.000- 35,000 in Dhaka. and 200.000- 3.000.000 fo r Bangladesh as a 

whole. 

According to the Asia Times, at a meeting of the military top brass, 

Yahya Khan declared: "Kill 3 million of them and the rest will eat out of 

our hands." Accordingly, on the night or 25 M arch} the Pakistan Army 

launched Operation Searchlight 10 "crush" BangaJee resistance in which 

Bangal ce members of military services were disanned and killed, 

students and the intclligentsia systemati ca lly liquidated and able-bodied 

Banga lee males were just picked up and gunned down . 

Although the violence focused on the provincial capital, Dhaka, it a lso 

affectcd all parts of East Pakistan. Resident ial halls of the Univers ity o f 

Dhaka were particularly targcted. The only Hindu residential ha ll - the 

Jagannath Hall - was destroyed by the Pakistan armed forces, and an 

est imated 600 to 700 o f its residents were murdered. The Pakistan army 

denies any cold blooded killings at the univers ity. though the Hamood-ur­

Rehman commission in Pakistan concluded that overwhelming rorce was 

used at the university. This fact and the massacre at Jagannath Hall and 

IJO Siddiqui . Asif, 'Deterrence and Coercive Diplomacy to War · The 1971 Crisis in South Asi:,', 
JOI/I'II(1/ of InternatiOllal alld Area Stl/dies. Vol.] V, ]997, pp 73-92, 
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nearby student dormitories of Dhaka University are corroborated by a 

videotape secretly film ed by Pror. Nurul Ullah of the East Pakistan 

Engineering University. who's residence was directly opposi te to the 

students' dorm itories."1 Hindu areas suffered particularly heavy blows. 

By midnight, Dhaka was literally burning, especially the Hindu 

dominated castem parl of the city. Time magazi ne reported on 2 August 

1971 , "The Hindus. who account for three-fourths of the refugees and a 

majority o f the dead, have borne the brunt of the Pakistani military 

hatred. II 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was arrested by the Pakistan Army. Yahya Khan 

appoi nted Brigadier (later General ) Rahimuddin Khan to preside over a 

special tribunal prosecuting Mujib with multiple charges. The tribunal 

sentenced Mujib to death, but Yahya caused the verd ict to be held in 

abeyance. Other Awami League leaders were arrested as well , while a 

few ned Dhaka to avoid arrest. The Awami League was banned by 

General Yahya Khan. 

However. most of the AL Leaders who were elected members of the 

National Assembly (MNAs) and the Provincial Assembly of East 

Pakistan managed to nee to India. 

On April 10, these elected representatives were finally able to meet 

together at Kolkata where they formed the Constituent Assembly of 

Bangladesh proclaimed the sovereignty of Bangladesh, electing 

Bangabandhu SheikJ, Mujibur Rahman as President, Sayed Nazrul Islam 

as Vice-president (Interim President), Taj Uddin Ahmed as Prime 

Minister, Khondokar Mustaq Ahmed as Foreign Minister. Captain 

.11 Malik.Amita.Thc Yt:tlro! IIte IIIIIIIII'/!, New Delhi : Orient Longmans. 1972. p. 79 113 
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Mansoor A li and A.H.M. Kamaruzzaman were also included in the 

cabinet. IS2 

On April 17, this exile government reached at Bhaberpara, 

Baydyanathtala or Mehcrpur of Bang ladesh which was later declared as 

' Mujibnagar'. They took oath and approved the declaration of 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Muj ibur Rahman fo r the independence of 

Baangladesh. Colonel Ataul Gani Osmani was appo inted as the 

Commander in Chief o f Bangladesh Army. After the oath, Taj Uddin 

Ahmed gave a furi ous speech urging the humanity of the mankind to 

resist the brutal genocide of Pakistan Army. He also informed that the 

Bangalees were fighting boldly and final victory would be very ncar. 

The preparation of the liberat ion war had already started aCross the 

country when Bangabandhu declared on 7 Marcil." " Ebarer Sangram, 

Amader Muktir Sangram (This struggle is ror our liberation ... ), Ebarer 

Sangram, sadhi natar Sangram ... (Th is struggle IS for our 

independence .. ). Even the peop le were ready to attack the cantonment o f 

Dhaka on the historic day of 7 March speech wait ing for a single 

command from their sole leader. the fa ther o f the nat ion, Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. But Bangabandhu was trying to solve the crisis 

politica lly to avoid blood shedding. III 

I'! Mnniru7.~lInlln ,Talukdar. Tlte Radical Politics and lit/! Emerge lice o/O(lIIg{at/e.sh, Dhaka: Mowlll 
BrotherS, 2003. p. 97 

I') "ncr the brutal killing of Oangab:lndhu in 1975, sOme opportunists quc:.;tiOncd th:u Hangabandhu 
should declare independence directl) on 7 March so Ihll\ the mob lit R;'Icc Course Ground could 
alt.1ck Ihe army contonmcnt and easily achieve independence \\ith less blood-shedding. II is aClually 
a irnnlllturC thought. If O(lOgabandhu did so, he would loss all the supporU of internatiOnal 
community and the mIlitary force would gel a legal ground in kill ing Dllng.alees. Thcy cou ld then be 
able to provc the ' liberation war' as the terrorism of some Awami extremists rather than mCLiS­
upsurgc. As a result. the opportunity of being an independent nation Ihat was created through 2J'd 
years of mass-struggle would go in vllin. In fact. Dllngabandhu WIIS right on his way. giving no 
chance to his opponent to question about the morality of his movement. Moreover, he was trying 10 
save the general people from mass· killing. Could the pt-'Qple resist somc more thun onc lacs of army 
soldiers deployed in East f'akis13n without being supported by international community? In fact, the 
shrewd dcchlrution or independence in the 7'" M:lreh speech rather than direct dcclUTntion was the 
fi rst defeat of Pakistan mi lilllry rulers. Thus they fall in II trup; either they \\erc to release power to 
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After the historic speech of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on 7 

March. 197 1 thc whole country became a fortress made by civilians of 

East Pakistan. At cvery corner of the country. people took preparations 

with whatever they had to resist the army o f Pak istan occupation . 

Mymens ingh was not out of them. 

With a close inspection of the nalure of the war, it seemed that the war 

was mainly confined within the c ities but gradually it spread around the 

country side. According to Mr. Lin Beao, ". . . countryside 

overwhelming the cit ies."IS4 The leadership of the war came frol11 the 

middle class initially and the trend was unchanged to the lasl. 

The Bangladesh Liberation War was an armed confli ct pining West 

Pak istan against East Pakistan (two halves o f one country) and India. that 

resulted in the secession of East Pak istan to become the independent 

nat ion of Bangladesh. The war broke out on 26 March 197 1 as army units 

directed by West Pakistan launched a mil itary operation in East Pakistan 

against the 13angalcc civilians. students. intelligentsia. and armed 

personnel who were demanding independence from Pakistan. Members 

of the East Benga l Regiment, East Pak istan Rines, East Pakistan Police 

and other Bangalee military and paramilitary forces, and armed civi lians 

revolted to form guerilla groups and forces (genera lly termed as the 

Mukti Bahin i) to light aga inst lhe army o f West Pakistan. During the 

following months, India provided econom ic, military and dip lomatic 

support to the Mukti Bahini in East Pakistan. On December 3, 197 1, 

(West) Pakistan launched a pre-emptive allack on the western border of 

India, which marked the commencement of the Indo-Pakistan War of 

the Bungakcs or they were to face 75 milliun or freedom loving people losing all intcmlltional 
SUppotlS. The ruler look the second option Ihnt \Ins pro\cd flltal 10 them with the surrender ofsomc 
90 thousand soldiers. 

I~ 1-loss3in ,Sayed Anwar. '\/Ilklijllddher £lIlw,f e lm,.ch", Tuna 0 Paddlm/i, Dhaka : Anupam 
PI'l)kasoni. February, 2000, p.13 
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1971. Finally, on December 16, 1971 , the allied forces of the Indian army 

and the Mukt i Bahin i (Bangladesh Liberation Army) decis ively defeated 

the (West) Pak istan forces deployed in the East result ing in the largest 

surrender. in terms o rthe number o f r o w s, since World War II. 

It is a question, wh ich arose later. about the nature of the war and the 

identi fica tion of the part ic ipants of the war. After the brutal kill ing of' 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. a trend dcveloped dur ing the 

reign of martia l law in Bangladesh that highlighted the army as the sole 

role-player in the liberation war. But it was not the fact. In fact, the 

liberation war of Bang ladesh was a Peoples' War in wh ich the people of 

all walks o f life part icipated under the direct command of the 

Govemmcnt of Mujibnagar hea.ded by the elected representatives of the 

soil of Bangladesh. I f we vicw closely on the basis of war strategy, we 

obviously will sec the worth lcssllt.!ss of the above question. 

According to the war specialist , to be victorious in a war, three essential 

requi rements are to be fulfilled: 

a. Support o r the mass people; 

b. Support of the geographical position; 

c. Support or international communilY (at least neighboring territori es) 

Firstly. in the liberation war of 197 1. Muj ibnagar Government fu lfi lled all 

the three requirements. The leadership of the war was completely under 

control of Muj ibnagar Govcrnment which was formcd by the elected 

representatives o f the general election of 1970. The elected 

representatives of the Bangalee people had already taken oath under 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on January 3'", 197 1 at Race 

Course Ground before mill ions of people. Thus the activities o f the 

Govemment were completely supported by the 75 mi llion people of 
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Bangladesh a lthough there were a number of co llaborators of Pakistan 

army within the country. 

Secondly, it is a wonder how the ' Bangalee Guerri lla Bahini ' made it 

possible to fight against a sophisticaled Pakistan army within a plain land 

like Bangladesh, To be success!ul in a guerrilla anack , it is needed 10 ' hil 

and ron ' and thus needed hiding places. As Bangladesh is mostly a plain 

land, it was nol possible to hide any\ here. So, ho\ did the guerrillas 

hide? The war specia lists tried to find out the answer of the question. 

They became astonished 10 discover that the guerri llas hid no where than 

the mass people. Thus il was proved lhat in lhe war of liberation in 1971. 

almost a ll the people became 'guerrillas '. Most of lhem were involved in 

the war and thus it was very much di fficult for the Pak istan Army and 

their collaborators to find out the actual 'guerri lla' from the mass people. 

The 'guerrillas' used to hilthe Pakislan lroops and change lheir dress and 

get lost among the general people. 

Third ly, as soon as the ' Mujibnagar Govcrnmelll ' formed the Bangalee 

ambassadors or consolcrs in all the foreign missions declared their 

support 10 the government and started to hold the support of inlernalional 

community towards ' Bangladesh'. A team of foreign an'airs of' 

'Mujibnagar Government ' wandered country to eount ry 10 collect the 

inlernational support for 'Bangladesh and they successfully were able 10 

create a tremendous international pressure against the "genocide' of 

Pakistani army. The Government of Mujibnagar also succeeded to gel 

all ki nds of support from the neighboring country, Ind ia. Thus they were 

able to fulfill all the three requirements needed to be victorious in a war. 
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According to the prominent researchers, In the war 197 1 direct 

involvement of the people was as followS:155 

Muktijoddha 

Bengal Regiment 

E.P.R 

Police 

: 1.20.000 (A pprox) 

: 3.000 

: 10,000 

: 13.000 

The above table shows, the professional Bangalce armed forces 

involvement in the war were only three thousand whereas, there were 

more than one lacs of sophisticated armed forces wi th the 111 0St modem 

ammun it ions in the Pakistan s ide as well as approximately same numbers 

o f local collaborators. Could this ' three thousand ' unarmed Bangalec 

soldiers be able to resist the Pakistani anny without direct invo lvement of 

mass people and the support of international community? It was not 

possible. 

In fact , the liberat ion war or 1971 against the Pakistani army was 

completely a people's war under the direct command of "The 

Government of the Peoples' Republic of Bangladesh, Mujibnagar." 

The Liberation War in 197 1 had several phases. 

a. From the Crnckdown on 25110 March. 7 1 to 17 Lh April.? 1 

b. May to June 

c. July to September 

d. September to December 

IS) Ibid. p.12: Talukdcr Moniruzzaman; The 8(mgladesh RII\'QII/llon and liS Aftermath. p,11 3. 136 ; 
The C in C orRengal Army. General Alaul G:'lni Osmnni said Ihal Lhe 10Lai number or IJnngalel! 
army (Inrantry. UPR and Air force) wcre llpproximalcly 25.000. 
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First Phase: From the Crackdown on 25th March, 7 1 to 17th 

April,7I' 56 

At mid-night of 25'h March, Pakistani Army set out to impose the 

-O peration Searchl ight '. O n the nrst hour of March 26, they arrested 

Bangabandhu Sheikh MlIj ibur Rahman and confined him in cantonment 

at Kurmitola. Later he was trans ferred to a j ail at Ka rachi . West Pakistan. 

Before be ing arrested. Bangabandhu sent a te lex message through EPR 

wire less declaring the independence of Bangladesh. 

At this stage, the res is tance was spontaneous and disorganized, and was 

not expected to be prolonged.'" But when the Pak istani Army cracked 

down upon the popu lation, resistance grew. The Mukti Bahini became 

increasingly acti ve. The Pakistani military sought to que ll them. but 

increasing numbers of 8 anga lee soldiers derectcd to the underground 

"Bangladesh army". These Bangalee un its s lowly merged into the Mukti 

Bahini and bolstered thei r weaponry with suppl ies fro m Ind ia. Pakistan 

responded by airli t-i ing in two infantry divisions and rcorganizing their 

(Orces. They a lso raised param il itary forces of Razakars, AI-Badrs and 

AI-Shams (who were mostly members of Jamaat-e-Islami and other 

Is lamist groups), as well as other Banga lees who opposed independence, 

and Bihari Muslims who had sculed during the time or partition. The 

Bangladesh government-in-ex ile was formed on 17 April at Mujib Nagar. 

However, the res istance o r Bangalee people was demolished by the 

Pak istan i Army within 22 April by imposing complete genocide. 1.58 

Uo Mukul .M. lt AkhUlr (cd.), BOlIglot/(!slwr Sa(/hillolojuddha. /)(llIfpalrfl, (extractcd in onc volumc), 
Ministry of Information. Govt. of the Peoples' Republic of I)anglade.sh. Dhtlku. 1988. p.s 17·953: 

U1 Pnkistan OdcnscJournnl. 1977, Vol 2. p2·) I'. Siddiq Sal ik : Willies,\, Tu Surrender, p. 63 , p. 90 
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Second Phase: May to June'" 

°n1is was a transit ional period when The Government of Mujibnagar was 

trying to consol idate the disorganized Bengal Regiment. EPR. Bangalee 

Police. Students. Political activists and all other freedom fighters within a 

chain of command. In this stage, some operations of the ' Mukti Bahin i' 

lVere held through organized lVay. 

Third Phase: July \0 September,6o 

Afler assuming respons ibility. the government of Bangladesh 

immediately became concerned in organ izing and directing the Liberation 

War. A regular am1cd Battalion was formed consisting of the 8angalee 

members of the then E.P.R and the Banga lee soldiers and officers of the 

Pakistani Anny. Another body of the forces named of 'sector Troops' 

was formed with the member of police, E. P.R and Army. Later on, three 

Brigades were formc.;d known as ' K' fo rce, 'S' force and oZ' force 

consisting of the regu lar armed baualian. They are treated as ' Mukti 

Bahini' and "Mukli Fouj '. An irregular force, known as the ' Freedom 

fighters' was formed comprising of trained students, youths, peasants, 

workers and peopl e from other professions. They were also known as 

'Guerrilla .• 

Formation of B::lne:ladcsh Armv 

Bangladesh forces command was set up on II July. with Col. MAG 

Osmani as commander in chief. Lt. Col. Abdur Rob as chief or Army 

StalT and Group Captain A K Khandakcr as Deputy Chief of Anny Starf 

and Chief of Air rorce. Bangladesh waS divided into Eleven Sectors each 

with a commander chosen from defected officers of Pakistan army who 

joined the Mukti Bahini to conduct guerril la operations and train fi ghters. 

1St Bang/ode,flier Smlli/ll(l/(ljllddhu: Dafilptllrrl, p. 5 17·953 
160 [bid. p. 5 17.953 
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Most of their training camps were situated near the border area and were 

operated with ass istance from India. The 10th Sector was directly placed 

under Commander in Chief (C-in-C) and included the Nava l Commandos 

and C-in-C's special force. '61 Tluee brigades ( I I Batta lions) were raised 

for conventional warfare: a large guerrilla fo rce (estimated 100,000) was 

tra ined. 

Guerri lla operations. which slackened during the training phase, picked 

up after August. Economic and military targets in Dhaka were attacked. 

The major success story was Operation Jackpot, in which naval 

commandos mined and blew up berthed ships in Chittagong on 16 August 

197 1. Pakistani reprisals claimed lives of thousands of civilians. The 

Indian army took over supplying the Mukti Bahini from the BSF. They 

organized six sectors for supplying the Bangladesh forces. 

4th (Final) Phase: October - December 

In This stage. Bangladesh convent ional forces attacked border outposts. 

Kamalpur. Belonia and Batt le of Boyra are a few examples. 90 out of370 

BOPs (Boarder Out Posts) rell to Banga lee forces. Guerr illa attacks 

intensified. as did Pak istani and Razakar reprisals on civ ilian populations. 

Pakistani forces were reinforced by eight battalions from West Pakistan. 

The Bangladeshi independence Gghters even managed to temporarily 

capture airstrips at Lalmonirhat and Shalutikar. 162 Both of these were 

used for nying in supplies and arms from India . Pak istan sent 5 battalions 

from West Pakistan as reinforcements. On 3rd December, finding 11 0 other 

way, to avoid defeat in the liberation war, Pakistan attacked India. 

Immediately, Bangladesh- India joint all iance was formed, India declared 

r&r Se~'. Onnglndcsh Liberation Armed Force. Libcr:lIion War Mu~cum. Dh[ll.;a. Bangladesh. 
III Indin . PnkiStan War. 1971 ; Introduction 8 yTom Cooper, with Khan Sycd Shiliz Ali 
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recogni tion of ' Bangladesh' as the sovere.gn slate on December 06. 

197 1. Thus the war lurned inlo ' Pakislan verses India-Bangladesh war . 

On December 16, 1971 Ihe Easlern Command of the Pakistani Army was 

compelled 10 surrender 10 India-Bangladesh joinl a ll ied force. Thus the 

emergence of Bangladesh became successful. 

Liberation Wa r in Mymcnsingh: 

After Ihc crackdown oflhe Pakislan army on March 26. 197 1. resislance 

slarted sponlaneously widlh and breadlh of Mymens ingh according to Ihe 

guidance of Ihe hisloric 7 March speech of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman . 

Like other areas of the country. Liberation War In Mymensingh was 

go ing on the following ways : 163 

Phase 

First Phase 

Duration Nature of the war 

26 M~rch 10 17 April Spontaneous resistance & back to the 

pavilion 

Second Phase: May 10 June Some form ofp lunncd resistance 

Third I'hnsc July to September Total planned aunck 

Final Phase September to All oul war and achieving victory with 

December the direct help of Indian Army. 

In the time of Liberation War. Mymensingh was under seclor -II. The 

scclor slrelches Irom Meghaloya 10 the North India & Dhaka to the south . 

It includes Jamalpur, Sherpur, M Yl11cllsingh, Nelrokona, Kishorgonj, 

Kurigram, Gaibandha. Sirajgonj , Tangail , eaSlern purl of Bogra and Tolal 

Gazipuur district. II was Ihe largest sector. '" The ' Muklijuddha' in 

M ymensingh was integrated with the events of entire sector-l t which 

16) lnlcn'ie\\ : I labubur Rahman, Field Intelli gence Assistant, Member, Muktijoddha Samsud. 
Jllmalpur Di slrici Unit: Imnmur Rashid. co-editor. B(lIlXfadeshr:r SadhillfllfJjllddhn Dafilplllrn: 

", M ' amoon .Munl3sslr (cd.). Mllktijllddlm Ko,~". VoLl lI, Dhaka: Somoy I'rakason, 2005. pJ36 
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includes the above mentioned districts. As a result, the author inc ludes 

approximately a ll the major events of the districts o f section-I I here. 

The I leadquarter o f the sector was set at Teldhala until October 10. then 

transferred to Mahendraganj . The elected people's representatives of 

Mymens ingh were gathered at ' Tura' sub-camp and organized operations 

rrom there. 16j 

Sector Commanders: 166 

• Major Ziaur Rahman (June 27, t97 1 - October 10, 197 1) 

• Major Abu Taher (October 10, 197 1 - November 2, 197 1) 

• Squadron Leader M. Hamidullah Khan (November 2. 197 1 - February 14 , 

1972) 

Sub-sectors ~lI1d in-chare:e 

2. Mnnknrchar (Sq uadron Lcader M.Hamidullah Khan) ; 

3. Mahcndraganj (Major Abu Taher; Lieutenant Mannan) ; 

4. Purakhasia (Licutenan t Hashcm): 

5. Dha lu (Licutcnant Tahcr; Lieutenant Kamal); 

6. Rangra (Mati ur Rahman) 

7. Shivbari (div ided between j unior commissioned officers o f the EPR); 

8. Bagmara (divided between junior commiss ioned o ffi cers of the EPR)~ 

9. Mahcshkhola 

Forces of Mujibn3gar Government in Mvmcnsine.h: 

A rter the r01'mat ioll and oath o r Bangladesh Govem111cnt on 171h April , 

1971 . Prime Minister Taj Uddin Ahmed pa id attention to lo rm a powerful 

armed force under the command of C in C Colonel Ataul Gani Osmani . 

This force belonged to the following category: 

'" See Appendix- t(intcrvic\\'·OJ) 
1M Mukul ,M , R. Akhtar (cd.). 8(1l1glllde~'lJl'r Sodhil/lIlajllddh(1' l)alilp(I(/'O. (cxtroctcd in one volume). 

Ministry of Informlllion, GovL of the Peoples' Republ ic ofllunglndl."sh. Dhaka. 1988. p.670-674: 
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a) Regular Force: The retired or revolted soldiers of East Bengal 

Regiment and newly recruited soldiers \vere included in the force. 

Th is force were formed under stri ct military law, Rations, arms & 

ammunitions, uniforms. dwelling. wage everything of this force 

were provided by the government. The commanders of this forces 

in fo rmed their needs to the C in C & C in C in formed the needs to 

the government. Thus Bangladesh Government requested Indian 

Government through proper channel. This way, the requirements of 

the regular forces were met up during the war. The Bangladesh 

Government decided to raise the member of this force up to 25,000 

to defend the approx imately 4 division soldiers of' Pakistan Army. 

This Regular force of Bangladesh Anlly was known as ' Mukti 

Fouj' . To operate sound actions within sector-II (in Greater 

Mymensingh ) against Pak istani Army and their collaborators, 

in it ially a batlaliol1 of force was posit ioned under Major Ziaur 

Rahman at ' Roumary ' . From June 27, 197 1 - October 10, 197 1, 

Major Ziaur Rahman led the training programs and other 

operations along with other officials of Indian BSF and Indian 

Army. On October, he was translerred to Sylhet and Major Taher 

was appointed as a sector cO l11mander of sector-II . Major Taher 

changed the exisling conventional war strategy ro ll owed by Ziaur 

Rahman and gave morc stress on gucrr i lIa attacks along with 

traditional method. It became rruitrul. Major Taher commanded 

from October 10, 197 1 to November 2, 197 1 whcn he became 

scriously wounded by a shell attack of Pakistan Army at the 

historic Kamalpur Battle. During his absence, second in command 

Squadron Leader M. Hamidullah Khan was given the command of 

sector-II. He carried on his duty from November 2, 1971 to 

February 14, 1972 . 
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A II over Bangladesh, there were eight banal ions of regular forces 

in Bangladesh Army. 

b) Sector Troops: This is also a regular force formed with EPR, 

Police and Ansars. But thei r war strategy and weapons were 

something different from the regular battalion . Mujihnagar 

Government raised as many as 10 thousand of seC10r lroops. They 

worked as lhe seclor lroops of differenl seClor batla lions. 

c) Brigades: To strengthen the regular force, three brigades were also 

formed . Z-force was formed under command of Ziaur Rahman 

with IS" 3rd & g,h East Bengal Regiment; S-force was formed under 

command of Major Shafiu llah with 2'" & II ,to East Bengal 

Regiment; K-force was formed under command of Major Khalid 

Musarror wilh 41h,9'" & 10'" Easl Bengal Regi ment. Z-forcc look 

position in scclor-II before joining of Major Taher. 

d) Freedom Fighters (Gono Bahini) : Mujib Nagar Government 

wanted to raise at least 80 thousand of freedom fi ghters known as 

:00110 Bahini ' along with the regular forces. The members of this 

force were recruiled from all seclions of people and they were 

given light training such as two weeks of training. This troops had 

no wage or ralions. They also did nol claim anYlhing. Whenever 

they were senllo any operation, they were given a small amount of 

money and a light arms i.c. grenade, 303 rifles etc. In 

Mymensingh, lhere were as many as 20 lhousand freedom 

fighlers(Gono Bahin i) who look numerous operalions. 

e) Other Bahini: During the liberation war, some freedom loving 

people cslablished some forces within the country without lhe help 

of Mujibnagar Govcnll11cnt. However, these ' Bah in is' took 

permission from the government to carryon their activities along 

wilh lhe Bangladesh Army. In Mymcnsingh Kaderia Bahini, Afsar 

Bahini, Balen Bahini, Mujib Bahini were active. 
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Some irregular forces other than Bangladesh Government 

Armv: 

Along with the above professional anned forces of Bangladesh 

Govern ment, there were some other groups of forces formed locally by 

individual effort wi thin the Sector- II that caused havoc to thc Pakistan 

Army. They were ' Kaderi . Bahini ' ofTangai l; ' Baten Bahini' of Tangail , 

'Afser Bahini ' of Val uk a, Muj ib Bahini etc. 

K d . B h' . 167 a erla a 10': 

On the first week of April, the younger brother of Abdul Lati rSiddiqi, the 

elected Mcmber of East Paki stan Provincial Assembly, (Tangail-4), 

Kader Siddiqi formed a powerful armed force wi th EPR, Police, Answer 

and loca l youths to res ist the Pak istan Army within the area of Jamalpur­

Mymensingh-Tangai l-Dhaka and some parts of Pabn • . In itia lly he 

recruited 400 persons and trained them wi th his own invented guerrilla 

method at °Deopara Hil l.' The traditional method of 'guerrilla attack ' was 

' hit & run ' but Kader Sidd iqi invented a new method named ' hit & 

advance". This un ique method was proved very much fruitful in the 

liberation war of Bangladesh. Ilowcver, in the mid-A pril, the Pakistani 

Air Force attacked his cente r at MadhupLi f. Thus his troops were divided 

on thc question of fi xing the next position. The EPR force with in his 

batta lion left him and advanced towards Jamalpur-Mymensingh. He took 

posit ion with a small group in the deep forest of ' Madhupur Jungle.' The 

member of thi s . force' increased up to 15.000. During Liberation War 

'Kadcria Bahini' took more than 350 operat ions and kill ed morc than 

1000 Pakistani Army sacrificing only 31 (thirty one) Muktijoddhas. 

'" Interview: I-Iabibur Rahman, Field Intelligence Assistant. Sector I I: Mukul. M. R. Akhtar (cd.): 
Bal1gladesher SlIdhillmujllddha Dalilpalra, (C)(tr.:lclcd in one volume). Ministry or Information. 
Govt, Of lhc Pt.'Oplcs· Republic or Bangladesh. Dhaka. 1988. p.5 17-953: Momoon. MunlllSsir (cd.), 
MI/klijllddflo Kmh. ViLlI. Dhaka: Somoy PrJkason. 2005. p.24 

11 8 



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

The lirst expedition of ' Kaderia Bahini' was on 22 May, 197 1. Kader 

Siddiqi took position with some of his lo rce at 'Charan'. Here he attacked 

a big unit of Pakistani Army. After va liant batt le, he captured some 

ammunitions and supplies of Pakistani Army. At least IS soldier of 

Pakistan Army were killed as they were not ready for the attack. No 

person was dead 011 Kader's side. 'Ill is achievement strengthen the 

morality orhis Bahini , 

On June 3,d, 1971 Kader Siddiqi planned for a bigger warfare at 

Madhupur-G hatail-Gopalpur area. The soldier of Pakistan soldiers 

surrendered at this battle. Kader Siddiqi captured huge arms and 

ammunition as well as rations from the battle. 

On June 12, 1971 ' Kaderia Bahini ' fought against the Pakistan Army at 

' Balla'. After a live hours battlc the Pakistan army ned away leav ing 

their 16 dead soldiers. 

In July, Kader Siddiq i wounded in a battle and went to India with 25 of 

his companions. He was cord ially received at ' Dallu' boarder camp by 

BSF cOl11l11andc..: f Captain Mclwin . There he stayed several days and 

returned to Tangail. 

In August, Kader Siddiqi demanded for the declaration of Tangail as a 

sector under his control. SecLor commander Major Taher accepted his 

proposal. Aficr that, Kaderia Bahini made series of guerrilla fi ghts against 

. Rajakars' and Pakistan Army. Kaderia Bahini fought bravely till the fall 

of Dhaka on 16 December, 1971. 
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Afsar Bahini : 168 

Lance Nayek Afsar Uddin Ahmed (Rtd.) was a Vice-President of Va l uk a 

thana Awami League and the member of Mallikbari Union Council. On 

the mid-April , 1971 this retired East Bengal Regiment o mcer collected 8 

Rifles with the he lp of loca l Awami League leader Abdul I lamid. O n 

April 24, 197 1 he recruited 7 persons and started a tra ining at Mallik 

Bari . Amzad Hossa in, Abdul Khalek, Abdul Bare k, Abdul Malek. Sameer 

Uddin, Narayan C handra Pal and Anil Songma were the first recruil. 

With this sma ll group Lance Nayek Afser made some irregular ' guerrilla 

attack' and grasped some 25 arms. Within April , 30 the ' Bahini ' 

increased up to 50 members. Later it was ra ised up to 4,500. Afsar Uddin 

divided his soldiers into 25 companies according to the fonnation of 

mil itary rule. 

On May 2. 197 1 A fsar Bahin i attacked Valuka thana with utmost effort 

a ll on a sudden. The Pakistan Army stayed at this thana became 

astonished at the valiant altack and fled away from the thana. In the 

battle, the Pakistani Police at the thana surrendered with 15 Rifles and 

1550 round bullets. This achievement rose the confidence of ' Afser 

Bahini ' and increased its member. 

O n May 2 1. 1972 Afser Bahini again attacked the thana and captured 10 

Rifles, 2 Machine Guns & huge ammunitions. 

On May 22, 1971 , Afsar Bahin i attacked Gafargaon Army camp with the 

help of Muktijoddha N urul Is lam. With the sudden attack, A fser Bahini 

captured 8 Rifles and 6 boxes of bullets. 

, .. 
M::unoon ,MuntaSSir (cd.). Mllk/ijllddlm KosII , VoLlI , Dhaka : Somoy Prakason. 2005. p.I09 : 
Inter\iew: Habibur Rahmlln. Field Intelligence Assistnm. Sectorl! 
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On July 19, 1971 Arsar Bahini allacked 'Seed store Bazar Camp' and 

killed 23 Pakistan Army. 

On Ju ly 23, 197 1 they attacked 'Goalv ita Camp, Treesal ' and captured 3 

rifles and huge ammunitions. 

On July 25,197 1 Afsar Bahini attacked 'Mall ik Bari Camp' and killed 16 

enemy force and captured all the anns & ammunitions from there. 

On August 9. 197 1 Afsar Bahini again allacked ' Mallik Bari Camp' and 

able to kill 14 enemy force & 4 Rajakars. 

On August 14. 197 1 Afser Uddin IVentto meet Major Abu Taher at the 

Indian Border. The Sector Commander Abu Taher gave him the title of 

'Honorary Major' on behalf of the Government of Mujihnagar and 

declared valuka and the adjacent area as sub-sector with in the Sector-II. 

On August IS, 1971 Battalion to IC of Alsar Bahini Abdul I-Iakim 

all:lckcd a unit of Pakistani force whi le they were crossing ~ Bariabaha 

Ghat' and killed 19 so ldiers. They also captured 4 Rifles. 

On August 16, 197 1 a group of Alsar Bahini attacked ' Dhanshilla & 

Khatalbari Razakar camp under the leadership of Platoon Commander 

Hafizur Rahman. They also captured 9 Rifles. 

On August 26, 1971 Afsar Bahini allaeked 'Mallikbari Camp' under the 

leadership of Plallon Com mander AYllb Ali and killed 8 enemy soldiers. 

Thcy also captured 9 Rifles. The following 29'h August, another allack 

was organ ized by Platoon Commander and his group at Ma ll ik Bari . They 

were able to ki ll 4 enemies. 

On Allgust30, 1971 'Afsar Bahini' allacked ' Fulbary Razar Camp' . They 

fought for seven hours and were able to kill 25 enemies. 
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On September 21 , 197 1 Pakistani Army raided the head quarter of Afsar 

Bahini at ' Baraid Village' from all sides. But the intelligence of Afsar 

Bahini got the news earlier and ambushed them from the back. The army, 

thus, became fool and 14 of their soldier were killed. 

Afsar Bahini also published and circulated a irregu lar newspaper named 

"Jagroto BangIa' wh ich focused on the success ful operations of 'Afsar 

Bahini' & 'kaderia Bahini .' 

Baten Bahini, Tangail l69 

Khandakar Abdu l Baten was the Chairman of Tangail District Chhatra 

League(partly) & VP of Sadat College, Karatia. After receivi ng the telex 

message of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman about the declaration 

of the independence of Bangladesh on March 26, 197 1 immediately. he 

started to gather peoples to make a ' Bahini ' . He started with 4 Rifles 

g iven by Atoar Rahman Khan of Delduar and some of his fo llowers. 

Gradually. he strengthened his power by anaeking the Pakistan Army by 

guerrilla method . Hearing this, Subedar Abdul Bari , Lance Nyke Azharul 

Islam. Lance Nyke Mojibur Rahman Talukder Montu joined his Bahini 

with some anns. Later Professor Akbar Al i Khan Dollar joined him with 

Mohidur Rahman Khan Alamgir and some youths. With the help of these 

people. Abdu l Baten established a powerfu l ' Bahini ' that was a serious 

threat to the Pakistan Force. The Members of Baten Bahini reached up to 

3500 including 2 1 companies, 63 platoons and 100 sections. During the 

Liberation War, Bat.en Bahini made numerous operations at Tangaii, 

Dhaka, North o f Manikgonj and at some parts o f Gazipur. 

Among the operations the following were the most known: Attack of 

Singair thana, Daulatpur thana attack, capture of Gheor thana, two times 

attack of Saluria thana, operation at Chouhali , capturing Nagarpur thana, 

Dhalla bridge attack, ki ll ing of Razakars at Khashkawlea, Destruction of 

Zabra bridge at Manikgonj etc. 

'69 Ibid, YoU. pA3 
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Mujib Bahini : 

As the resistance of Bangalee people was going on spontaneously and 

scattered with in the country in the initial stage, a question arose among 

the concemed whether the leadership of the ' Liberation War' would be 

under contro l o f Awami League to the last due to the absence of 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Muj ibur Rahman. If they los t control over a ll the 

light ing groups to the last and if any extremist group arose and would try 

to snatch the leadership of the war, the enemy force could be able to 

make d ivisions among the freedom fi ghters which might be proved fatal 

to the War of Liberation. To avert this possibility, an armed force was 

formed w ith the ass istance of Director General of 10\ W, Major Genera l 

Uban. The group was formed by the Awami Juboleague & Chhatra 

League leaders i.e. Abdur Razzak, Tofael Ahmed, Sheikh Fazlul Hag 

Moni, Siraj ul Alam Khan, NlJr E Alam Siddiqi, A.S.M Abdur Rob, 

Shahajan Siraj . Abdul Kuddus Makhan, Sarder Amzad Hossa in. These 

leaders recruited some recognized activ ists of AW3mi League to form a 

powerful armed force named -Mujib Hahini. ' This' Bahini' got trained at 

the defense academy of 'Deradun ' & ' Hallong' of India. The top most 

skilled secret specialists of Ind ian De fense gave hard training to them. 

After gelting training, they were posi tioned in different sectors and joincd 

operat ions according to their own command. The chief of the poli tica l 

wi ng of 'Mujib Bahini ' of Mymensingh was Syed Ahmed. A complete 

battalion of soldie rs of 'M uj ib Bahin i' was employed in sector- I I under 

the command of M.A. Latif. Th is armed force successfu lly operated some 

operations in sector- II. 

Muj ib Bah ini of Mymensingh command advanced from ' Roumari ' to 

Kamalpur on December 4 and fought against Pakistani Armed Forces. 

Then they advanced to Jamalpur-Sherpur Ferri-ghat (river cross ing) On 7 

December and finally entered Jamalpur as an advanced force On II 
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December 197 1. 1l1ere were some allegations against 'Muj ib Bahini ' in 

some sectors as the-re was no command of Bangladesh Government Army 

over them. But In sector- II , there was no all egation found against 

them. J70 

First Phase: Spontaneous Resistan ce and its impact 

The resistance arisen in Mymcnsingh was soon collapsed as Pakistani 

Army moved fast with heavy arms and ammunitions. The Governor and 

the Chief Martial Law Adminis trator General Tikka Khan declared,' I 

need only the soil o f Bangladesh, not the people . Thus the Pakistani 

Army imposed massacre across the country and like in other territories or 

the country, the people of Mymensingh also were compelled to fl ee away 

from ci ties to the villages. At fi rst the Pakistani Army took positions in 

the di strict and thana headquarters. They deployed soldiers in the 

important border outposts. Then they created local collaborators and with 

the hel p of these co llaborators, they fouod out the youths of progressive 

minded fami lies and killed them bruta lly. Mainly they targeted the 

families o f Awami League supporters and the Hindus. They imposed 

fi ring, buming, raping unabated over the people o f Mymensingh. Within 

22 April, Mymensingh complete ly went under contro l of Pak istani Army 

and local collaborators. 

As a result, People. for the fi rst chance. ned to the v ill ages and tried to 

cross the boarders. All the Awami League leaders crossed the borders and 

some or them established training camps adjacent to the Indian borders 

with the help of BSF. As a resuit, Banga lee EPR. Soldiers o f Bengal 

Regiment, Police, Answers were able to gather in the following camps: 

110 Interview: Habibur Rahman, Field Intclligcnce Assistant, Sector- II 
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Second Phase: Exile Training Camps of Freedom Fighters: 171 

In the second phase of May some training camps were established wi th 

the personal interest of some political leaders of Awami League. Those 

are as fo llows: 

I. Mahendraganj : Rashed Musharrof (MPA) of Islampur & 

Karimuzzaman Talukdar (MNA) of Sarishabari-Madargonj 

estab lished this camp. Approximately 500 trainee took training 

initially here. Later it became the Headquarter of a sub-sector of 

sector-II under Major Abu Taher & Lieutenant Mannan. 

2. Purakhasi. : Its 10112 miles away from Mahendragonj camp. 

Renowned Awami League leader Advocate Anisur Rahman 

established this training camp. He also started with 200 of trainees. 

Renowned communist leader Comrade Robi Ncogi took shelter 

here. This camp became the sub-sector Headquarter of Sector-I I 

later under Lieutenant Hashem. 

3. Dha lu: It was one of the largest training camps in the northern 

front of the freed om lighters. The eldest Awami League leader of 

Nandail Mr. Raliq Uddin Bhuiyan es tablished this camp. Later it 

was turned to a sub-sector Headquarter of Sector- I I. Lieutenant 

Taher & Lieutenant Kamal took the commandant later. 

4. Rangr. :30-35 miles away from Bagmara training camp 

established by Awami League leader Mr. Abbas Ali Khan (MPA) 

of Netrokona. Later it was turned to sub-sector Headq uarter of 

sector-II under Matiur Rahman . 

5. Shivbari: It was 20 miles away from Bagmara. Awami League 

(M PA) Mr. Hatem Ali of Gouripur established this camp wi th 200 

trainee. 

171 ibid 
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6. Machangpani: 30 miles south-east away from Indian district town 

& 'Tora ' Arm y cantonment. Professor Matiur Rahman of AW3mi 

League of Mymensingh established this camp. Initia lly only 200 

tra inee joined the camp. 

7. Bagrn.r.: Abdul Lati f(Tara Mian) of Awami League estab lished 

thi s camp with 150 trainees initially 

8. Gachua para : Awam i League (M PA) of Haluaghat Mr. Kudrat 

Ullah estab lished this camp with 100 trainecs. 

9. Alambazar: 15 miles away from 'Rangra'. This camp was 

established with I SO trainees. 

Formation of Sub-zonal Administrative Council: 

I June, 197 1 with the suggestion and assistance of Brigadier Santa Sing 

Babajcc o f 1'..1 . Sector of Eastern Command of Ind ia, two powerful Sub­

zonal Administrative Council was formed in a meeting held at ''Tora 

Army Camp' for the northern front of Freedom Fighters. All the 

MNAs/MPs/Armcd Officials/Civil Officialsl Po litical Leaders of 

Mymensingh were included in the two Sub-zonal Administrative Counci l. 

The administration of Mymensingh including Tangail was under contro l 

of this counci l. MNA of Tangail Mr. Shamsur Rahman Khan Shahajan 

was the Chief of this Sub-zona l Administrative Council 

War Tactics of Mujibnagar Government in Mvrnensin2h 

Aga inst the Pakistani armed fo rces and loca l collaborators. the ' Mukt i 

Bahini followed the following tact ics: 

March to Oclober : Tradi lional fi ght and Guerilla fight ( mainly 'hit & run: method) 

October to November : Att acking warfare (mainly 'hit & advance' method) 

December : All out action 
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After the formation of the Government of Mujibnagar in April. a war plan 

was chalked out to free the motherland from the invaded army. Firstl y, 

Mujibnagar Government gave stress on the formation of Bengal Army 

and increases of guerrillas with short training; secondly, the government 

tried to collapse the morality of Pakistani Army and the collaborators by 

seri es of guerrilla attacks, collapsing communications, destroying 

linkages of different important points of the country. According to the 

plan of the government the entire country was divided in 11 sectors and 

sub-sectors. Three Brigades were also established so that Bengal Army 

could follow tradi tional warfare. Thus the training camps on the borders 

of Mymensingh were turned into sub-sector headquarters. From these 

centers, the commanders of Bengal Army could send guerrillas into the 

country with proper assignment Regu lar fights were also going on by 

ErR, Bengal Regiment soldiers. Answers. 

At lirst, Bangladesh Army used traditiona l method of warfare within 

Mymcnsingh. The aim was 10 confine the enemy rorce w ithin their 

cocoon, cut up their suppl ies and prevent to control the communication 

points. Bangalee Am1y followed this method up to May. When a large 

number of 'guerrillas' were trained, the war tactics were changed. From 

the last of June, innumerous 'guerrilla' groups were sent to the di fferent 

spots of M ymellsingh to destroy the communication systems and creating 

panic among the enemies with sudden attack. On the first of August, 

guerrill a at1 ack increased tremendously and the encmy force fa ll in heavy 

pressure. From then, they were becoming confined within their 

headquarters and bunkers, At the nights, they never came out of their 

COCOO I1 S. They became so fri ghtened that they used to open firing even 

for a simple movcment of air in the bushes around their shclter. 
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War Tactics of Pakistan Army:l72 

In Mymensingh, Pakistan anmy deployed 36 ad hoc Divis ion under Major 

Genera l Jamshed who won the Military Cross in World War II. The 

Division had only two regular infantry batta lion - a). 33 Panjab & b) 3 1 

Baluch. To contro l the territory, the Pak istan Army targeted two 

approaches points: a) Haluaaghat- Mymensingh approach in the east and; 

b) Kamalpur-.Iamalpur axis in the west to prevent to advance towards 

Dhaka. The Division headquarter was set up in Mymensingh. 

The Pakistani Army thought that they would be attacked by ' the 

Muktibahini' through Kamalpur-Jamalpur approach which cou ld open the 

way o f Dhaka via Tangai!. The Pakistani Army took the posit ion with 93 

Brigade at Kamalpur Border outpost. Ha luaghat-Mymcnsingh approach 

was given less importance. 

Pakistani Army buill strong RCC bunkers at the important border out 

posts and around the tactically important places. They dcployed onc Or 

two companies of soldiers in those positions. Thcy also set Razakars, 

Rangers to guard the important points or Mymensingh. 

f rom the District Headquarters, they monitored the entire posi tions and 

reinrorced where needed. 

Along w ith this military sct up, the Pakistani Army established the 

collaborators Razakars, AI Badars & AI Shams whi ch were the Para­

military force. This Para-military forces were deployed for scouting and 

linding out the 'M uktijoddhas ' in the inner side o rthe territory. 

112 Siddiq SlIl ik: Willless To SlIrreIJdel·. p. 63. p. 183·85 
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AI Badar Ba hini:l1l 

To control civil adm inistration and wipe out all the progress ive people 

specially. supporters and activists of Awam i League, the Pakistani Army 

formed collaborator militia troops in Mymensingh. ' Badar Bahini' is one 

of them. The Chairman of lsi ami Chhatra Sangha of My men singh, Ashraf 

Hossain organized the group at Jamalpur. After the fa ll of Jamalpur by 

Pak istani Anny on April 22, 197 1 Ashraf Hossain formed ' AI Badar' 

Bahini at Mian Para, Jamalpur. Later, the High Command of Jamat E 

Islami & Islami Chhatra Sangha started training for the ' Badar Bahini ' 

under the leadership of Kamaruzzaman at Mymensi ngh. All the units of 

lsiami Chhatra Sangha were tumed into • Badar Bahini ' unit. Matiur 

Rahman Nizam i and Ali Ahsan Mujahidi , Nurul Islam were the high 

command of the ' Badar Bahini '. 

The brutality of ' Badar Bahini ' cannot be explai ned in words. They killcd 

innumerous peop le of Mymensingh. They arrested the women searching 

from door to door and handed over to the army. The imposed heavy 

lorture on the accused. Once the Chief of Badar Bahini Matiur Rahman 

said,' In the time of Zihad, rape is accepted in the eye if Islam. ' In fact. 

they were the hands of Pakistani butchers. 

Some Important Batt les w ithin Mvmensineh (including Sector· 1 1): 

Though the research work covers an area of the present M ymcnshingh 

district, it is difficuh to realize the frequency of the war if we donot 

discuss it in line w ith the area of seclor· ll because at the time of our 

liberat ion war the events of the districts within seetae· ll were integrated 

in terms of plann ing and war strategy. So we arc to know all the major 

battles within this whole area. 

171 Khan .A.S.M. Shamsul Arcfin .£ka/lllYer (jh(l/(lk Dala/er(l KI.' KOIhtIY, Dhaka: Muktijuddha 
Chctona Bikash Kendra. 1988. p, 128 
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Kama lpur: 17.1 

Kamalpur was the most signifi cant border check-point adjacent to 

Mcghalaya check-post of India and the last border of Jamalpur. It has 

become a hi storical place where innumerous front-line battles were held 

between Pak istani Army and the freedom fi ghters o f Bangladesh 

Liberat ion Army. A good number of Indian soldiers . Iso sacrifi ced their 

lives to capture the place. Tacti ca lly it was an important place because 

there was direct road connection from here to Dhaka via Jamalpur­

Sherpur. As a result, after the crack-down on 25 th M arch, 197 1 Pak istani 

Army took a strong position here. They made strong RCC concrete 

bunker with thorny iron hedge around the Check-point. They a lso spread 

numerous anti-personnel mine and thorny splinter of bamboo around the 

' Ban' road so that no one could invade through the area. Under the 

command of Captain Ahsan Malik of 3 1 Balueh Regiment. a full 

company of armed forces with twO companies of ranger and Ra:l~kaa r 

militia were deployed here. In protection of this point, Second In 

Command of 3 1 Balueh Regiment, Major Ayub was deployed 111 

Bakshigonj with artillery forces. 

The freedom fi ghters of Bangladesh took position on Dhanua-Kamalpur. 

Almost everyday, through nine month, fi ght between the Pakistan Army 

and Freedom Fighters was going on. Both the party, always stood with 

heavy machine-gun aga inst the opposition. 

On May 17. 197 1 The Pakistany Army deployed at Kamalpur advanced 

and crossed the border all on a sudden. Thcy attacked the Mukt ijoddha 

youth camp at Mahendragonj . However, the freedom fi ghters fought 

bo ldly under the command of Robi Niogy and Subedar Dhan Bahadur. 

IT4 Mrlrnuon ,Muntassir (cll.), MuklijuddJw KosI!. ViLli , Dhaka : 'omoy Pnlkason. 2005. p.29 
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Facing heavy resistance. the Pakistani Anny was compelled to go back 

foot. 

On July 31, 197 1 I" Benga l Regiment decided a planned attack on the 

position of Pakistani Amly. Battalion commanding officer Major Moinul 

Hussain Chowdhury led the invasion. D-company of Captain Salahuddin 

& Lieutenant Mannan advanced for the anack. B~ Company of Captain 

Hafiz worked as the Follow up party. Captain Mahbub took posi tion at 

Bakshigonj with his A-company as a cut up party. To give artillery 

support , Indian 95 Mount Brigade was deployed at Brahmanpara with 

120 ITIm cannon & 6 inch mortar. There is a marshy land. about one 

kilometer long, on the way to Dhanua-Kamalpur from Mahcndragonj. 

Moreover1 to reach the attack point . the three companies look lime as they 

were to neutrali ze or avoid the anti-personnel mine 0 11 their way. 

However. the Indian art illery force started to fire at the 'zero' hours, 

Consequently the Pakistani anny replied with heavy firing. As a result. 

the three companies of Banga1cc freedom fi ghters could not able to reach 

the attack point and changed the ir plan. D-company commander Captain 

Salahuddin Momtaj succeeded to capture the third-line bunkers of 

Pakistan soldiers and second-lin e bunker of Pakistani Army. However, a 

shell hit him and he died. To rescue the dead body of Salahuddin, 

Lieutenant Mannan approached but was shot injured. Due to w ire less 

j amming. the Battalion commander could not contact wilh the advanced 

team. As a result, Major Main was compelled to withdraw his rorce. 

In the 31" July anack, 15 senior and 20 newly joined freedom fi ghters of 

I I I Bengal Regiment laid down their lives. On the other hand, more than 

180 soldiers of Pakistani Army lost their lives. '" 

m Interview: I-Illbibur Rahman, Field Intel ligence Assistant. Sector· I I 
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On the last or November, The Government or Bangladesh appointed 

some newly commissioned ofli cer i.c. Lieutenant Asad, Lieutenant 

Mizan. Lieutenant Kamal. Lieutenant Hashem and ordered to accelerate 

the attack on invading army. Sector Commander Taher decided to take 8n 

all-out anack on Kamalpur camp or Pak istan Army. He distributed duties 

to the teams of Lieutenant Asad, Lieutenant Mizan, Lieutenant Kamal , 

Lieutenant Hashem. On November 13 the attack stal1ed at 3:45 pm. It 

was a strong rortress. So, the Pakistani soldiers could be able 10 hold their 

position. COlllmander Taher advanced to the camp. Sudden ly a shell hit 

direc tly to him. He became heavily injured. He was then trans rerred to a 

hospital at Gouhati . To save his lire, his leg was cuI. 

finding no other way, Bangalee rorce made a new plan. They obstructed 

the Pakistani Check-point ror II days (from November 24 to December 

4. 1971.). Every ways or supply was ambushed. Thus. the Pakistani Army 

tried utmost to break the confinement. They found help neither from 

Jamalpur nor from Dhaka. Thus they became disappointed. On December 

3, rormal war broke out between India and Pakistan . At last the army at 

Kamalpur surrcndered on December 4. 197 1. The rail or Kamalpur 

accelerate the advancement or FreedomJighters towards Dhaka. 

December 10 Jamalpur was captured .As a result the Kaderia Bahini or 

Thangail and Indian force rcached Mirpur of Dhaka on December 14, 

197 1. 

Battle of Bah.durabad Ghat-Dewa"eonj 

Bahadurabad Ghat was the river linkage with Dhaaka to North Bengal. 

It 's a big river port. Hence, the Pakistani army made heavy protection of 

this ghat. They made strong bunker around the ghat and ensure 24-hours 

guard. A company of para-mi litary rangers and at least 50 Razakars 

guarded the arca. To make them strengthened, one Pl atoon soldiers or 31 
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Baluch Regiment were deployed with heavy machine guns and mortars. 

They also set a ta ll tower and a moving search light On it. 

On July 30. 197 1 3" East Bengal Regiment anacked Bahadurabad Ghat 

under the command of Major Safayal Zamil, A-company Commander 

Captain Anwar Hossa in , D-company Commander Lieutenant Nurunnabi 

Khan and FF-Company Commander Gazi Nasiruddin. At 3:30 am of 

.lull' , Freedom fighters attacked the area. Before dawn. a ll the soldiers of 

Pakistan Army were killed . Some or them were ambushed by the cut up 

party. All the constructions were destroyed by the Rocket launcher. One 

platoon soldiers of3 1 Baluch. one platoon mi li tia . one platoon ranger and 

many Rajakars were killed in the battle. 

On the following day, Captain Anwar Hussain and Lieutenant Nurunnabi 

Khan attacked Dewangonj Pak-Army Camp. But the enemy had a lready 

ned away by hearing the rail or the ghat. 

Battle of Nakshi 

Nakshi was an important border out post. Here one platoon soldiers of 33 

Panjab Regiment were deployed. 50 or 60 Rozakars were also deployed 

in petrol duty. The Pakistani Amly made high soil platform around the 

RCC bunker. The bunker area was also protected by thorny w ire-hedge. 

They also spread anti -personnel mine around the position. So, it is 

obvious that the out- post was well protected. Commander Z iaur Rahman 

designed the whole invas ion plan. 

Accord ing to the plan, on August 3, 1971 Second in Command of eighth 

East Benga l Regiment Captain Amin Ahmed Chowdhury, Captain Sadek 

Hossain and Lieutenant Mahbubur Rahman jointly attacked the Nakshi 

BOP with their company. The Indian BSF gave artillery support. It is 
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important to note. at least 75% freedom fighters of Bangalee force were 

newly recruited students. They got only two weeks of tra in ing. 

However. at 3:35 am of August 4,1971 the freedom fi ghters allacked the 

BO P. At the ini tial phase. the third line protection co llapsed and all the 

Razakars were kill ed by heavy machine-gun firing. But Captain Amin 

Ahmed Chowdhury became injured by the wrong artillery attack. Thus, 

like Kamalpur ball Ie, here also Freedom Fighters were compelled to 

withdraw, 

In the ban le o f Nakshi. a lmost all the Pakistani sold iers except 10-1 2 

soldiers were ki lled. 50 Razakars surrendered. On the other hand 26 

freedom fighters were shot for wrong firing. 

Battle of Chilmary: 

The Ball ie of Chi lmary was the most remarkable war in sector-II. 

Though the arca was not under Mymensingh, the Muktijoddhas of 

Mymensingh fought valiantly at thc ball Ie. It was a river port at the 

western part of the Brahamaputra. To protect the port, the Pakistani Army 

deployed a full ballalion of soldiers, One batta lion of mi li tia and one 

ballal ion of Razakars. On mid-August, Z-fo rce attacked Chilmary. On the 

fi rst day of the war, the Razakars ned away and the Pak istan Amly lell 

their 3rd line bunkers. On 19 August, Pakistani army left 2nd line 

resistance position for the tremendous attack o f Mukti Bahini. Some of 

them tried to escape via Ulipur to Kurigram. But 3rd East Bengal 

Regimcnt crushed them down. On the third day of baule. onc ballalion of 

soldiers of Pak istan Army withdrew their position and tried to fl ee away. 

ut 3" East Benga l Regiment killed thcm easily. Thus Chihnary became 

free. It is astonishing that no one or the Muktibahini died in the ballle.'" 

11~ Interview: H3bibur R:lhman, Field Intelligence Assist3m, Sector-II 
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Battle of Kalih. !i Bride.: 177 

In the time of non-cooperation movement, the 2nd East Bengal Regiment 

of Pak istan army was deployed here. ARer the crack-down 3 1 Baluch 

Regiment was deployed here to strengthen the Pakistani forcc. On the 

first of April , a convoy of Pakistani army staned from Dhaka to reach 

Tangailtown through .Ioydevpur. However, this convoy could not be able 

to reach in time due to clear the barricades on the highway. On April 8, 

Abdul Latif Siddiqi organized the wandering EPR soldiers. EPR Subedar 

Ziaul Hag jo ined the effon . The aim was to destroy the Kalihati Bridge 

so that the Pakistani Armed Force could n01 able to reach Tangai l town. 

At first they tried to destroy the bridge with hammer and other tools. 

Latcr they tried to collect dynamite from India to demolish it. By the time 

the explosive was reached in hand, Pakistani Army made strong defense 

around the bridge. Thus the freedom fighters could not able to destroy the 

bridge and took position on ei ther side of the bridge. Ignoring the defense 

of freedom fighters, the Pakistani Army started to advance over the 

bridge. As a result the freedom fi ghters replied wi th Rocket launcher and 

fi ring of L.M.O. Still , the Pakistani Force continued advancing. As a 

result one offi cer of Pakistan Army with several soldiers was killed. 4-5 

lorries were destroyed in the gun-fight. On the other hand, II freedom 

fi ghters died in the banle. 

Battle of Khaedahar: ' 78 

Kbagdahar is a villagc, 5 kilometers away from Mymensingh Town. EPR 

Ileadquarter was situated here. On March 25, 197 1 there were 138 non­

Bangalee EPR and 225 Bangalee EPR so ldier here. The Commander was 

non-Bangalee Captain Kamor Ali Abbas. On March 26, wing 

117 Mamoon .Muntassir (cd.), Mlllafjluldlta KQ.fh. ViLl i. Dhaka: Somoy Prabson. 2005. p.J7 
In Mamoon .Muntassir (cd.). Mllkfijllddllfl Kn.rh, VoLl l, Dhab : Somoy Praknson, 2005. p. 55.56 
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commander captain Kamor Abbas tactically tried to disann the Bangalee 

ErRs. But the Banga lee ErR was careful and aware of the situation of 

Dhaka. On March 27, Captain Abbas called in Bangalee Subedar Farid 

Uddin and asked him to go for rest. But Subdar Farid in fo rmed his 

companions that the commander tried to disarm them . They decided not 

to surrender arm s. On the night two BangaJee EPR soldier wenl 

Khagdahaar bazaar and discussed wi th loca l poli tica l leaders . All of them 

decided to attack the non-Bangalee ErRs. The hit upon a plan that at II 

pm M. Hamid, afiu l Alam and some other political acti vists would reach 

near the camp and fire on the position of Pakistani ErR and a brigade of 

people would shout 'Joy Bangia'. No sooner had the non-Banga lee ErRs 

heard the peop les vo ice, they thought that they were attacked by the 

Bangalce ERRs. They staned to fire on the Bangalee ErRs. The Bangalee 

ErRs were al so ready. As a result , heavy gunfight went on that night. 

Subedar Kamor Abbas tried to reinforce from his Bangloo but epoy 

Haroon, Nannu and Aftab stopped them at the rail line with 3 L.M .G. 

At last, 121 non-Bangalee EPR with captain Kamor Abbas were ki lled. 

The Bangaalee EPR collected 3500 Rifles, 40 LMG and 3 inch Moner no 

6 were captured from the Khagdahar camp. 

Genocide in Goran-Shatiachara : 1711 

Goran-Shatiachara is situated in the village ' Pakull a of Mirzapur thana 

or Tangai l district. It was the first resisting place in Tallga il aga inst 

Pakistan Army. On Apri l 3, 1971 the local Freedom fi ghters with a ll the 

villagers took position against the invaded army. A valiant gun fight was 

held here. The Pakistani anny killed more than 300 vi ll agers including 

women, elderly males and the infants. 30 Muktijoddhas including ErR 

'''' Ibid. p.96 
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I-Iubi lder Abdul Khalek along with 24-25 EPR was laid down their lives 

in the ball ie. It was the fi rst front line fi ght against Pakistani Army in 

Tangail. 

Operation at Na2.la Bride.e. Fulpur, Mymensingh: 180 

Nagla SelU (Nagla Bridge) was the only commun icating bridge between 

North border thana I-Ialuaghat and Dhobaura thana. It was the linkage 

between the main road of Haluaghat and Fulpur over ' Bhugai' river 

nearer to the Nagla Bazar. Tactically the road was very much important 

because through this road the Pakistani Anlly used 10 communicate with 

their border out posts and other territory. They also used this road for 

supplying food, arms & ammuni tions etc. Thus some groups of 

Razakars were deployed on the either sides of the bridge. On Ju ly 16. 

197 1 Dalu sub-sector commander sent a team of 4 1 freedom fighters to 

destroy the bridge. Accordingly, commander Abdu l Haq entered 

Bangladesh wi th his ballalion th rough Baruimari & I-Iatibandha BOP with 

700 pounds of explosive and hand grenade. The freedom fi ghters ' 

ballal ion walked on one night and one day to reach a place half mile away 

from Patiajury High School. They were to reach the posit ion on foot 

under raining. On Ju ly 18, approximately at 8 O'clock at night, they 

reached ' Nagla Bazar' and took pos it ion on the west s ide of the bazar. At 

first. Commander Abdul Haq advanced towards the bridge and observed 

the Razakars on guard. Then he divided his ballal ion into three groups 

and distributed duties with explosive. Three groups gradually advanced 

towards the bridge accord ing to the directions of the commander. Two 

groups took posit ion on either sides o f the bridge and one advanced group 

of 10 members reached withi n 100 yards of the bridge. The Razakars 

traced the posit ion and fi xed search lights on Muktijoddhas. No sooner 

I" Ibid. p.312: Interview: flnlsur R:thmrtn 

137 



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

had the search lights focused than the freedom fi ghters opened fires. 

Realizing the strong position of the freedom fi ghters, they ned away. 

Thus they destroyed the bridge with the explosives. 

Bat1le at Nazirpur. Nctrokona l81 

Nazirpur was a vi llage under Kalmakanda thana of Nctrokona. It 's a 

border area adjacent to Meghalaya of Ind ia. During the war of 197 1, one 

platoon rangers force and two platoons of Razakar force were deployed at 

Kalmakanda thana. Nazirpur village was an wild area with no brick made 

or concrete made road. So the enemy force also had to advance through 

rusty way of the Jangles. On July 25, the Dhalu camp commander got a 

news that the Pakistani Convoy would start from Durgapur camp with 

rations and ammunitions to Kalmakanda thana army camp. Hearing this, 

company commander Nazmul Haq decided to resist this convoy at 

Nazirpur. At this battle. the freedom fi ghters faced causalities due to 

miss-com municat ion. At first, Nazlllul Haq divided the team into three 

groups. One group took posit ion on the west of Nazirpur Bazar under 

Abdul Galli of EPR, another group look position 0 11 west of Nazirpur 

Bazar under Rahmatullah. Commander Nazmul Haq took at the middle of 

the two position at the tront of Bhawnipur Kachary. The three groups 

were actually quite far from each other and there was no communication 

tools wilh them. It was decided that all the three groups will communicate 

with messengers. EPR Abdul Gani stayed at the Jangle of Nazirpur to r 

several hours fo r the Pakistan Army. But he was quite impatient, and 

withdrew his troops from the ambushed position and returned 'Rangra' 

sub-camp without sending any message to Nazlllul Haq. Wherea , 

Rahmatullah caught several Razakars without any resistance while they 

were bringing food-materials. Rahmatu llah changed his position. 

1.1 Ibid. p. 3 14 
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However, two of Razakars were able to escape and rushed to the army 

camp and in formed the position of freedom fi ghters. Within 9 O' clock, 

Nazmul Haq was confined by the Pak istani Army from either sides o f thc 

Bazar. Finding no other way. he decided to continue the firing. A fter a 

while. Pak istani army advanced to his posi tion wi th heavy firin g and 

crawling. With in noon, ommander Nazl11ul Haq realized that he was Lo 

go back-foot as the army gradually was strengthening power. A bullet 

hurt his neck and he was compelled to withdraw his position and returned 

to the camp. Some freedom fighters were caught red handed and were 

killed by Bayonet charges. Others could be able to save their life. 

Operation at Nurundi Rail way station, Jamalpur 182 

To destroy the communication system of Pakistan A rmy. Commander of 

Sector- II decided to anack on the midd le o f Bahadurabad Ghat & 

Mymensingh ra il way. A group o f 60 freedom fi ghters including 6 

explosive & dynamite expert were sent under the command of EPR 

Lance Nyek Farhad. Then, Pakistan Army took so s trong posit ion at 

Jamalpur - Mymensingh area that the freedom fi ghters could not ab le to 

make any hide-out in this area. Thus, they operated their attacks from the 

border camps. However, from Kamalpur FF camp of Mahendragonj sub­

sector. a group of freedom fighters started for Jamalpur in June 22, 197 1 

with 600 pound explosive and 6 anti- tank mine. A t dawn of June 23rd
, the 

group reached ' Put imary' and took rest at a house of a freedom fighter. 

On .lune 24. the group reached ' Lak l11irchar' on the bank of the river 

Brahmaputra . Actua lly, they wanted to attack ·Pearpur' . But the position 

of Pakistani Army waS too strong to enLer Jamalpur. Thus, by analyz ing 

the local information, commander Farhad discussed wi th three other 

group commanders i.e. Zobed Ali , Elias Chowdhury and Babor A li and 

IU Ibid. pJ30 
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decided to attack Nurundi ra ilway station rather than Pearpur. They 

crossed the river Brahmaputra through 'Tulshirchar' by three boats and 

took position near the station. 10/12 Razakars were deployed on guard. 

Nyek Farhad attacked the Razakars from the north and disarmed them 

easily. 'i11ey were tied and transferred to the boat. Then the explosive 

specialists set the plastic slides to the several positions on the rail lines 

and detonate it and set these on fire. Only after two minutes, the 

explosives exploded and destroyed the rail line 

Battle at Bhaolea Baju, Madhupur 

Bhaolea Baju was a village in Valuka of Mymensingh. The vi llage is in 

between Valuka and Gafargaon. It was actua lly a res istance batt le to stop 

Pakistani Army advancement. Pakistani Bahini wanted to crush Afsar 

Bahini and thus gather so ldiers from Mymensingh and Dhaka on the s ly. 

On June 24, A group of Pakistani Army took position at Bhaolea Baju 

Ferry Ghat. Ar., ar Bahini took position on the opposite site. A valiant 

battle was held between the two group. The Pakistani Army tried to cross 

the river but the first learn of six soldiers were killed by the firing of 

Afsar Bahini. From 9 O' clock to I 0' clock fi ght ing, the Pakistan Army 

cou ld not be ab le to advance even a single inch. Then they dropped 

paratroopers on the back of Afsar Bahini through Helicopter. Thus, Afsar 

Bahini withdrew their position and wenl back to the deep Jangles of 

Madhupur. 

All Out Attack of Mukti Bahini: Bangladesh-India Joint Alliance: 

Fall of Dhaka: 

On the eve of November, the Pakistani force became tired with fac ing 

series of re lentless attacks of Mukti Bahini. Their rations became short . 

Reinforcement also became scarcer. Success after success also made the 
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freedom fighters furious. The enemy force started to make the liberation 

war an international issue between India-Pakistan so that they could make 

an honorable escape. 

On December 3, 197 1 Pakistan attacked India. Immediately, Government 

of Bangladesh and India decided to make a joint war alliance. 

On December 6, 1971. Ind ia gave recognition to Bangladesh. 

The most important BOP of sector-II was Kamalpur. The join t at1ack of 

Bangladesh & Indian Army compelled Pakistan soldier at Kamalpur to 

surrender on December 4, 197 1. The rail of Kamalpur accelerated the 

advancement of Freedom fighters towards Dhaka. On December 10 

Jamalpur was captured. On December 14, with the help of Kaderia 

Bahini, Indian troops reached Mirpllr of Dhaka and demanded the 

Pak istan Army to surrender. In the mean lime, the news of the fall of 

different positions of Pakistan Army reached Dhaka . Finding no other 

way, General A.A.K. Neajee surrendered to Bangladesh- India joint war 

alliance on December 16.1971. Thus ·the final victory' was achieved. 
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Conclusion 

In the previous chapters, we've seen the people of Mymensingh have a 

great contribution for the emergence o f Bangladesh as a sovereign state. 

This is the first time in history; they got their ident ity as members of an 

independent nation. From the dawn of civilization, they were to pass their 

days under tyranny paying tribute to the invaded rulers. But now. they 

have achieved their own state where they are the ruler. No one now can 

impose tyranny over them. However. this achievement did not come 

easily. TIley were to shed tears, give blood and lie down their lives to 

raise their heads amongst the nations of the world. In the first chapter, we 

see, the characteristics of the people of Mymen ingh were mostly 

submissive and non·violent in nature because the impact of the 

gcographical posi tion. Most of the people were tenants. poor living under 

a feuda l society. They were to go under different rulers frequently. These 

rulers were not native, mostly invaders. The change of rulers had less 

impact 0 11 their life because they have to pay tribute to the ruler whoever 

they may be. There have been various adm ixtures of ethnic elements 

among the people of this region. This may be a reason of absence of 

continuous united stand of the people. People became politically 

conscious during British rule. The British rulers introduced western 

education to make a trained servant community for running their co lonial 

state smoothly but education raised consciousness among the ri sing­

middle class people. To control this ambitious class> the British tried to 

destroy the communal harmony of Hindu-Muslim community. Thus the 

reci proca l hatred of Hindu-Muslim community jointly went aga inst the 

British imperialism. In the British period, the Muslims of East-Bengal 

were being suppressed by the Hindu zaminders. Pak istan movement 

ushered their hope of suction-free life and strengthened the anti-British 
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movement as the British werc usually the patron of the Hindu elites rather 

than Muslims. People of Mymensingh, like all other areas of Bangladesh, 

hoped to have equal-civ il rights and equal opportunit ies wi thin the 

Pak istan state. They did not longed for Muslim Nationalism, they longed 

for a suction- free state, As the Hindu zamindars were cruel during British 

regime. the Muslim inhabitants of East Bengal thought, they need a 

separate Muslim state where nO one can suppress them. T he activists of 

Muslim League were also placed this dream be fore the Muslim people. 

When Pakistan was achieved and people saw that the West-Pakistani 

rulers took the place of Hindu zamindars in the name of religion, they 

were to review their identity. They realized that they were no longer 

considered as the same national within the Pak istan state, Language 

Movement clarified their identity. This is the first time in history; the 

people of th is region realized their nat ional identi ty as ' Ballga lee'. This 

identity was based on Language and othcr culture not on religion. In the 

chapter-3 we see. how shrewdly the Pakistani rulling elite class tried to 

destroy our cultura l idcntity. In the name of , Islam' they tried to make us 

a second class citizen to pave the way of ever-lasting suction. But the 

Bangalee people were not as foolish as they thought. The language 

movcmcnt sowed thc seeds of ' Bangalce N nationulism' among the people 

of East Pak istan. This sense of 'Nationalism' led the people towards 

Autonomy Movement. In fact, the Pakistani rulers did not have the talent 

to hold the united Pak istan. They did not fo llow the rules of 'peaceful co­

ex istence' within a multi-cultural state, They used to think that they could 

manage the Bangalee people by imposing state-power on them. They 

failed to rea lize, " What Bengal th inks today, whole India th inks 

tomorrow,"However, the continuous reluctance of releas ing ruling power 

to the Bangalees gradually strengthened the unily of Bangalee people. 

The un ity of Bangalee people reached to the apex level afier the 
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declaration of historic Six-points. It was a clear fannula of ensuring 

peaceful co-existence within the Pakistan state. But the West Pakistani 

ru lers did not pay heed to the peoples ' voice rather dec lared to face this 

'Megna Carta' with weaponry. As a result , 'Autonomy Movement' 

turned to 'Liberation Movement '. The historic 'Agarta la Conspiracy 

case threw oi l on the fire. In the chapter-4 and Chapter-5 we see. the 

strength of peoples' unity. In the elect ion of 1970, people gave their 

unanimous mandate on Six-points. The Pakistani rulers should have 

realized the peoples ' voice and release the ruling power to the Bangalee 

people. But they chose the hard-line. They thought.they cou ld stop the 

peoples' voice with anllS. But they were cornplelely wrong. The research 

work shows us that the history of the people o f Mymensingh is a lmost 

same as the history of the whole of Bangladesh. Ilere also people realized 

their national identity through the 23 years discrimination of West 

Pakistan. Language movcment has opened the window of Bangalee 

Nationalism that paved the way to independence in 197 1. In every phase 

of our Liberation Movement. the people of Mymensing responded 

spontaneously. The concept of United Front rose from here. The people 

of Mymens ingh dispersed the image of Muslim League by defeating the 

Prime Minister of East Bengal. Mr. Nurul Amin. The first protest of 

military rule of Ayub Khan was seen here which was led by Kazi Abdul 

Bari . In the final phase of our Liberation Movement, we saw the va liant 

struggle of freedom fi ghters of Mymens ingh. The bravery and supreme 

sacrifice for the motherland is sketched in Chapter-6. However, it is a 

matter of great sorrow that stress has been givcn less for thc collection 

and preservation of heroic events of Liberation Movement in 

Mymens ingh. The concerned authority shou ld come forward to preserve 

the facts and documents of the glorious events o f the past and ensure 

Mymensingh might not die in the oblivion. 
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tol~ ~ ~. '5f1f1 '!m"fI#/~ #O/!1 ~. UT<Ji : ~ ~, ~~::."tt fChowdhury. 
Abul Ahsan. 81/(Is(I Andoloner Otllil, Dhaka: Kashbon I'rakason. 1998) 

IS. C'ln . ~ ~, <ntdfWfC*rn ~ ~.::. 8" - "~. 6llJl : .,..-;ra <!f'Jl"'r-I' . ..af!fl'l ~ ooC (Rahman. 
Dr. Md. Mahbubar. Ballgladesher Eli/ills 19.J7-71. Dhaka :Sol11oy Prokason.April 
2001) 

15. ~ ~. ~;:'fI""'M ~;11TIl (J I!f1(J1fT'h ~11: &re~lf'1q; ~, \"J"PliT : ~ ~ 
~. ~oo ~ !Kashem,Dr. Abul (ed.). Bcmgladesher "'/Ilklis(lngr(llll 0 Awami 
League: Oilih(lshik Dalil. Dhaka: Jalio Granlho Prakasoll.2001) 
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\5. ~ ~, W!~ ~. 1ii'Wi: ~~ i!filii"r;fi , ~~~:.:. (Ha nna n, Dr. 
Mohammed. Banga/cer Erillaas. Dhaka: Anuporn Prokasony. 1999) 

\5. >.£I1l' oJ! ~. 1£'ff'l'fmtf , ~ -e f<lblCih~ ~. Ul'JT : -ell'rn ~ 'Iffli ~~ ~..!l'S 
cert~.>i l~~ '6I1:qs1~15 >.!I'S f:c.~~u~ ~~, :too~ (Hasan . Dr. M.A .. Jllddhaporadh. 
GOllollatya 0 Bicharer Allneshan, Dhaka: War Crimes Paci Find ing Committee and 
Genoc ide archive & Human Studies Centre. 2001 .) 

G "fOl ~ Clf , ~j'I~~ , ,,, ~~ ,~, ~, iWJ~~, ~:.:.:.:.~ (Dey. Tapan Kumar, 
Mllkliillddhe Tangail Zilla. Dhaka: Jagriti Prakasoni. 1996) 

C~fqfUilPl ~, ~IJjI)LIfi4 ~t'{ ~, m1 , '::o~~ s (Ahmed .Tofayel. Amader Prachin 
Shifpa. Dhaka, 1964) 
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Moymonsig"-el' C" oril(lvid"an. Mymensingh , 1986) 
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Mukrisongram(l9-1 7- 197 /), Dhaka: Agami Prakasony. Fcbruary. 1999) 

f~9fWf ~ ~fOjPl~J. ~ ~n'tfI~'''IlI: ~,01f 'i' ~~, UT<PT. ~:.:.~~ 
[Kashem. Principa l Abul (cd .). IJha.m Anc/%ller ElilillS, 3fd edit ion, Dhaka, 1969)] 

"I'1~oofl"l~. Tf<f1~ ~ ~n"1/df"l <3 f5~~ lI:/tIt"l7f",. ~-'::o . lJT<JT. '::o:,:,Q4 (Ulllar, 
Badruddin. Pllrba BangIaI' Bhfl,w And%ll 0 Torkalill Rajniri. Vo l-.I. Dhaka. 1975) 

<I'f!l"fi~~ . 'TIw~~ '5T7i7 qlt "II"l"? <3 ~~ i4/Ui4ir.." ~- ~ , Iif'lii , ~:.:.% (UmM, 

Badruddin. Pllrba BangIaI' BIll/sa AndolOll 0 Torkafill Rtljlliri. Vo l- ,2. Dhaka. 1979) 

'PIiJ."tl"l~ . Tf<f1~ '5m IblR4(ldJ"? <3 ~~ lI: l6i4lf..,. ~_o , 1J1<IIl , '::0:':'11'4 (Ulllar. 
Bad ruddin. Pllrba BangIaI' Bliasa And%ll 0 Torkafill Raj"ili, Vo l-. 1. Dhaka. 1985) 

Q"li{"fl "1 ~. i5J7fl 1bln..,I6f,,? ~:m'PfJl ~. ~- :t , "i1T<Vi : <ri ~ffl >.!I~. ~:.:.1f4 
(Umar. Badrudd in , Bh{/stl AndolofJ Pras(mgo : KOlliJoy Dalil, Vo l-2. Dhaka: Bangia 
Academy. 1985) 

~ ~ ~. '5m "4n"fI"'r{~ ~, ti""rlI1 : <ri ~"JfT >.!I~. '::o~1f 4 (Helal , Basir AI. 
Bhasa AI/dO/OIler £rihas. Dhaka: Bangia Academy. 1985) 

~~, <f1~~ mIiSI5PiI . ~: <ri~"JfT~ , '::0:.:. :::.4 (Mus..1 .Monsur. 
lJallg/adesher Rastl"abhasa. Dhaka: Bangia Academy. 1995) 

~fI"l"lf'1 f~ ~ N- .,..,q lfti4'~""R~?f"I1 >6 ~ ~, SjIJ ~Hr'1 ~ror ~ <3~, 
~fI~~f>1 ~~ : ~ ~ Ctf"l" , ~::'II'Q (Moymonshingha District Bi ·cente nary Ce lebration 
Organ isi ng and Co-ordinat ing Commi ttee. Moymollshillgher Jeeboll 0 Jeebiktl, 
Mymensingh: Zill..1 Parisad Press. 1987) 
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~~, ~ ~ Nlt:If"l't.., >:3 \!<i"lII"lJ £f'1ftJ5t, TJ'f'<fT : 1:'J1 "'1 ~~ ~,~ ~ ~. 
~ 00 ') fUllah .Mahbub, Shat Da~akcr R(y'niti 0 111111(111110 PI'(tsanga. Dhaka: Gyan 
Bi toroni Prakasoni . Ekushe Boi Mela,2001) 

~ <{.ijjC"'1BIBI. ror:rT~~.~, ~.:11!tC4't1 , ~~1:1~ ( Anwar. Musta fa, Kono 
Dakghor Ne),. Dhaka :Jalio Gra nthakcndra , 1981) 
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1998) 
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Mohammad Muslim. Elihu,\' Shlkkha Pranali, Dhaka: Bangia ACDdemy. 1977) 

'lI'-a~~ ~>8lffC'f. ~ ;;m~ If3 ~£f'1fI§f. iIT"+il : M"l :!:l4( aRl, ~::.::.::. ( Awal, 
MOlilDna Abdul , Mllkt ijllddha Bang ladesh 0 AIII/OI10 PraSllllga. Dhaka: Silikha 
Prakasoni.1 999) 

~ ~f~J. TiW~ i5Pf1 ~h"f/C'f~"Ifl ~'f'(;g( ~:" 8/;,-(H:).Ul'Il'iI: 'lIBrr~. 
~I ~HtC~01I , <000 t l3houmik.Rita (cd .), "I/rb(l llcmg/al' 11110.\'(1 Andaloller 
IJalilpafra(l948-52). Dhaka: Mira Prakasoni , Ekushc Granthamc la. 2005) 

~~, ~ ~~:?mil. 'flmf1f3 fll'BT"I7f0 , Ul'Il'iI: ~f<9f<.!l~, ~::.~q (Azad . 
Lenin. U"(/~(lIIO /'(!1' GOI1l,mbbhlffflWII: R(/,'.Ira, Samaj 0 Rajniti, Dhaka: University Press 
Limited. 1997) 

~ ~ f-W-i, i!fTlI7~ tlEnr}n<q~I. ~~q~ o.C~ : ~ r57lJf ~~. Ul'Il'iI: ~f'3'OI)j. 
~ o o-::' n~il1li .Shimecn Hossa in , Am(lr chhorob(l/{I. 1971 e/)(Jllf!, b(llm T(y'llt/dill Ahmed. 
PrOlibhash. Dhaka. 200 I ) 

~ ~ rnfoi. \M:;;@"f7'1 o!J?f rm1iift(~~8:" - ~:" ao) . 'IiFII1 : ~,Ct."4{1Fdl ~ooo 
( Rirni .S imccn Hossain. Taj Uddin Er IJimy (19" 9- 1950), Dhaka: Prat ibhas, 
f cbruary.2000) 

t'flrf ~IC"'1BUi!l ~ 0(3 ';I,"'I\!)I'ih 1fl1l"'1(~.), <r1~~ ~ .t1r0'~llf q".."df"l, U1Vl : 

..of-Bill'J:qo VjIJiI~l'J ~ <rrt~, -::'~1:1~ fSycd Anwar Hossa in & Muntass ir Mamoon(ed.): 
Banglatiesh Shasasfra Pra l/ rodll Alldo/Oll, Asiatic Socinlic ofBan glndcsh. Dhaka. 1986) 

~\!iI ICOiBIlj:l'~ , ~f.3~,~m, ~'9~, ~:~"f'lt~.~ . ~ooo 
(Hossain ,Sayed Anwar. J...tllkl ij llddhel' Chorc/1(I: Talla 0 Paddhol i, Dhaka: Anuparn 
Prflkason i. February. 2000 ) 

'WB ~ . .t115I 'JI>lt aihl t:liTC"II ~, 'iJT<llT : 'Oi-a~ 1'l'\!ilf<q'(JI"'1, c<npmn ~~~~ IHabib. 
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M. l)hiI/Ph.O Th esis 
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Songrokkghilo TOlfhlter Mllllayon. Unpublished M. Phil Thesis. Dept. of History. 
University of Dhaka. 2002) 
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JecbmulhOl'ma KabballJlllla. Unpubl ished M.Phil Thesis. Dept. of Bangia. University 
or Dhaka. 1988) 

l;'JT1I m! (Encvcloped;a) 

Asialic Sociely of Bang ladesh, Bang/apedia: National Encyclopedia of 
8clI1gladcsh. Dhaka : f ebruary, 2008 
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Appendix-Ol : Interview 

To cope with the research work. the researcher took interviews of several 
persons who look part in the different phases of liberation movement in 
Mymcnsingh. The interviews were taken in Bangia. Along with the general 
discussion with the interviewees. the author asked them some general 
questions. Those are given below (translated into English). 

General Questions: 

a. What is your name? 

b. Could you please tell me your birth date? 

c. How long have you been living in Mymensingh? 

d. Could YOli please remember the po litica l situation in 19527 It is believed 

that th is incident raised ' Bangalee Nationalism ' among the people of 

Bangladesh. Do you think it is right? 

e. Do you know anything about the first provincia l legislat ive election in 

1954? 

r. How was the peoples ' reaction here then? 

g. How was the peoples' reaction in 1958 when Ayub Khan imposed 

mart ial law? Was there any protest aga inst martial law here then? 

h. Could you please remember anything about the student movement in 

1 962? 

1. What do you know about the historic 6-points? Did the people of 

Mymel1.singh join the movcment of 6-points? 

J. Did the people of Mymensingh aware about the mass-upheaval in 1969? 

k. How was the scenario of Mymensingh on the evc of the general election 

in 1970? 

1. Please give an accoun t of li berat ion war in 197 ). i f you witnessed. 
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Interview-Ol 

Advocate Anisur Rahman was one of the renowned advocates in Mymensingh 
distric t. He was born in 1943 at vill age Medin; in etrokona. At first he used to stay 
in messes while he gOI ad miued to B.A. class in Anand Mohon College in 1955. 
Since 1963 to the prese nt , has been living at Panditpara, Mymcnsingh town. He was 
elected treasurer of Awami League in Mymensingh in t 964. Thus he was a witness of 
diffe rent movements in Mymensingh . He was an ex-Vice Pri nc ipal . Mymcnsingh Law 
College and Ex-Chairman. Bangladesh Bar Council Tribuna l, Dhaka. Sti ll he is a 
relentless worker and he is engaged wilh 'Nagorik Andalon' in Mymcnsingh. 

Interviewee: Advocate Anisur Rah man 
Interv iewer: Sayed M . Abdullah A I Malllun Chowdhury 
Place of interview: Pandilpara, Mymensingh 
Med ia of interview: Audio Record Playe r 
Language of Ihc intcrvi l!w. Bangia 
Dale of interv iew: October, 2009 

Intcrview-02 

Adv()("lllc Amsur Rahman 
(1943.present ) 

Alhaj A. K. M. Golam Ra hman is one of the eldest persons in Mymensingh lown who 
was a senl emenl survey inspeclor in 1956 in Mymensingh. He was born in 1928. 
Earl ier he was a worker o f Musli m League. He was a man of Ga fargaon and has been 
living in Mymensingh lown s ince 1946. Now he is a book-se ller in Mymensingh 
tOWIl . He c la ims that he is a witness of many even ls occurred in Mymensingh town. 

Interviewee: Alhaj A.K.M. Golam Rahman 
Interviewer: Sayed M. Abdullah AI ManulIl Chowdhury 
Place of interview: Rahmania Book Depot. 

ta lion Road, Myrncnsingh 
Media o f interv iew: Aud io Record Player 
Language of the interview: 13ang la 
Dale of interview: October. 2009 
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Interview-03 
Advocate M. Zobed Ali is one of the e ldest politicians in Mymensingh town who had 
a great contribution in the liberation movement in Bangladesh. He was born in 
December 25 , 1930. He has been li ving in Mymcnsingh town s ince 1947. He was 
e lected as an M.P for fi ve times from 1970 to 1991. He was a great ' Muktijoddha ' , He 
is a lso a witness o f many events occurred in Mymensinllh town durin[!' the liheratinn 
struggle o f Bangladesh. 

Interviewee: Advocate M. Zobed Ali 
Interviewer: Sayed M. Abdullah A I Mamun Chowdhury 
Place of interview: 2; Iia School Road. Mymcnsingh 
Media of interview: Audio Record Pl ayer 
Language of the inte rview: Bangia 
Date of interview: October, 2009 

Inte rview-04 

Advocate M. Zobed Ali 

(1930'prescnt) 

Mr. Pradi p Kumar Bishwas is an ex·tcacher of GoV!. Vidyamoyce Schoo l in 
Mymensingh. He was born in October 17, 1943. He has been li ving at 20 Rambabu 
Road. Mymensingh town since 1950. Now he is engaged in writing and some social 
works . He is a witness of many events o fMymcnsi ngh town . 

Intervicwee: Pradip Kumar Bishwas 
Interviewer: Sayed M. Abd ullah AI Maruun Chowdhury 
Place o f interv iew: Zilla School Road, Mymensingh 
Media of interview: Audio Record Player 
Language orthe interview: BangIa 
Date of interview: October. 2009 

Interview-OS 

.-~ :~-
-" 

•-'tA. ' ." 
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, . , 

Pradip Kumar l3 ishwas 
( t943-prcscnt) 

Mr. Nazim Udd in was a freedom figh ter. He was a member of Student Action 
Committee in Mymensingh in 1969. Now he the district commander of ' Muktijoddha 
Sam sad. Mymensingh di strict and Vice-Chairman. Bangladesh Awami League, 
Mymensingh. He has been living in Mymensingh tow n from his bOYhood. 

Interviewee: Mr . Nazim Uddin 
Interviewer: ayed M. Abdu ll ah AI Mamun Chowdhury 
Place of interview: Muktijoddha Samsad Office. 

Sonali Bank Road, Mymensingh 
Media of interview: Audio Record Player 
Language of the interview: BangIa 
Date of interview: October, 2009 
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Interview-06 
Mr. Nazmul Hoque is a freedom fighter. During Liberation War he took tra ining from 
'Tura" training camp with Principal Matiur Rahman and fought valiantly against 
Pakistani troops and their coll aborators. Now he is engaged in business and living at 
Sonali Bank Road, Mymcnsingh town. 

Interviewee: Mr. Nazmul Hoque 
Interviewer: Sayed M. Abd ullah AI Mamun Chowdhury 
Place of interview: Muklijoddha Samsad Office, 

Sonali Bank Road, Mymensingh 
Media of interview: Audio Record Player 
Language of the in terview: Bangia 
Date of interview: October, 2009 

Interview-07 

Na:tmul l·loque 
I 949-presenl 

Prof. Reazul Islam was a comm unist activist during our Liberation Movement. He 
was born on 1 March, 1939. He was a teacher of History, Mintu College. 
Mymcnsingb. He wrote severa l books. He was also a brave freedom fighter. Though 
he was a man of Mclandah of Jama lpur. he has been living in Mymcnsingh since 
long. 

Interviewee: Prof. RcazlIl lslam 
Intcrviewer: Sayed M. Abdullah AI Mamun Chowdhury 
Place of interview: Zi lla Press Clu b, Mymensingh 
Med ia of interview: Audio Record Player 
Languagc of the interview: Bangia 
Date of intcrview: October. 2009 

Interview-08 Pf\lf. Rcazul Islam 
1939-oresent 

Mr. Tofazzal Hossa in is a teacher of Management Department, LJOV!. Anana Mohon 
Co llege. He was born on in 1960. During our Liberati on War in 1971 , he was a 
witness of the battle of Bhairob-bridgc. Though he was a man of Bhairob. he has been 
living in Mymcnsingh since long therefore knows a lot about the Liberation 
Movement in Mymensing. 

Interviewee: Mr. Tofa7..za l Hossa in 
Interviewer: Sayed M. Abd ullah AI Mamun Chowd hury 
Place of interview: Dept. of Management. 

GOVI. Anand Mohon Co llege. Mymensingh 
Media or interview: Audio Record Player 
Language of thc interview: Bangia 
Date of interview: October, 2009 
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In terview-09 
Lale Mr. Imamur Rashid was a teacher of Jamalpuf Asheq Mahmood College, 
Jarnalpur. He was a communist activist and joined the Liberation War in 197 1. He 
was the nephew of Hasan Hafizuf Rahman. the editor of BOl1gladesher 
Sadhinatajuddho. DlIli/patra. He was a lso a contributor of this project. 

Interviewee: Irnamur Rashid 
Interviewer: Sayed M. Abdullah Al Marnun Cho\\dhury 
Place of interview; Ta ltala, M irpur, Dhaka 
Media of interview: Audio Record Player 
Language o f the interview: Bangia 
Dale of interview: March, 2000 

Interview-tO 
Late Mr. Azizu r Rahman was a librarian of Jama lpur Asheq Mahmood College. 
Jamalpur. He was a studious person and wrole several books. He was a fam i liar 
person in Jamalpur and also a witness o f mnny events in Jamalpur. As a li brarian. he 
had a rich collection of books. He was born in Jamalpur in the first decade of 
twentieth century, 

Interviewee: Li brarian Azizur Rahman 
Interviewer: Sayed M, Abdullah Al Mamun Chowdhury 
Place o f interview: Dewanpara, Jamalpur 
Media of interview: Audio Record Player 
Language a ftltc interview: Bangia 
Date of interview: July. 2000 

In terview-ll 
Mr. Hab ibur Rahman was the field inte ll igent ass istant o f Sector-II durin g the 
liberation war 197 1. Now he is a homeopathic doctor at Jama lpur. He was born at 
. arishabari Upazi lla under Jamalpur di stric t He has many documents of our 
liberation war & he has decided to wri te down the memories of the events home and 
abroad durin g our liberation war in 1971 . 

Interviewee: Hnb ibur Rahman 
Inte rvi ewer: ayed M, Abdu llah Al Mamun Chowdhury 
Place of interview: Khoshmaha1. College Road. Jama lpur 
Media of interview: Conversation(on paper wri ting). 
Language of the intervi ew: Bangia 
Da te of interview: September. 2000 
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Mymensingh at present (2010) 
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11 sectors in the Liberation War 1971 
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Memorial of the martyrs of the Liberation War71 
in Mymensingh 
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Head Quarter and Torture Cell of 
Rajakars in Mymensingh 
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Head Quarter and Torture Cell of 
Rajakars in Mymensingh 

2 



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Struggle Before Liberation War71 
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Some Personalities of 
Mujibnagar Government'71 

Syed Nuru"s'.m h i Uddin Ahmed 
Intenm PrHICftM Prrne Munter 

:n. 'S . 

.. ' .~ 
' Ill 

Gen, M.A.G Osman' 
CommancIet It! Chle' 

Major K M Siftuitah 
Commall(lef, S-rorca 
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Brutality of Pakistani Army in 1971 
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Training & War in 1971 
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Muktijoddhas in Operation 
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A Freedom Fighter 
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Refugees 
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War Activities in Bangladesh in 1971 
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