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Solban VihDra, 1964. but 

in the body are visible. The figure io in the round, 

on a circular pedestal, the inscription providing its only 

deoorC1tion. The comparatively large size of the pedectal and 

the prominent inscription tend to minimise the importnnce of 

the imaee itself; i t mCtrkod det£lrioration in form end 

style, probably a,s a recut of mass produotion. On strati­

Graphical and palaeographical grounds the pieoe may 

to the 9th-lOth oentury A.D. 

D 27. Bronze imc-fae of Akooohyp. From cell 36. Period III, 
i 

S§lban Preservation is good, but there are traces of 

deoay and the finer details are obli tera.ted( P.f. l.Vu0. 

This is en interestine specimen shOWing the full development 

of the Bencnl style; the features lll>ve a dro.lsy heaviness end 

ooar£leness of form corresponding ,;i th an almost complete loss 

of the Gupta elegance that we find in the earlier specimens. 

It marks however a further stage in the development of the 

provincial stylo mainly indicated by of the 

b<lcy-eround. The two-tiered pedestal is prominent, but the lotus 

throne end the parasol Cl'O'l-m of the l'}'[1bhfivl"li have grot-m 

fantastically, 1-;i th additional elements and foliated ornaments. 

The pedestal the stela now are as essential units of the 

sculpture as the illk"lge itself, and they often Get better treat­

ment than the main figuro,as in the present case. 

D 28-29. Bronze of From cell 31 and 

81 Period III, S81ban Vihara. 1964. Partly 

, 

; . 

l' , 
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.. d~~~~d\b~t ~h~ r+cru7?O,ar~,1~t~O~. \~~\f?~"o~~le.~~d ~ec~r~t1on, 

, t~?c~,~1ecfo,~ff,~rofd~y,~1mflDr ~o ~~f ~r~v~OU~\DPfC1me~ (D 27) 

\ 'I \ohow~~,d?y~l?p~d f~ftur~s,pnd\~rt1p~f~. d~~~ner~t10~.,~ both 

, . , ' ,~p~~1rn~~, ~h?, ~~~~a~tvf fl~ t9 I 1~ 11' li t~e~nn wi th. ~i~ riGht 

\' , ~nd, 1~ v"r0d0~::nz.dr[i" ~!1d\ ~~e. ~ynl~~}-,. pf', ff??~1 t~?~ .. \ ~h~ \ 'Utpr·l(l 
is olel'rly vioible on the left. 

1 \' I \ \, \ , \. \ \. \ \ \ , 

.. I I \ • \ D 3~., ,Bronze im",n;~ of M!"njncr 'fi;~. fn~~r~pHo~, fn th~ 

pedeclt?l, (~12)., r:rorn tf1~\ YO~i~e~r;ln~" ?en~rr~ ar~a, Period III, 

Sf;lbfln, Vih~r" \ 1967.~ \ ~e, i~f,'\?, i~,,?~\ ~ h~l?h\ ?rpfrne~~~f\ ~rdeotl'l 

~nd. th?,l~~~p fe~~\l??ks.~~ thEue~,~~ ~erf,~n, ;~e, rO~~t but 
,. pr~cin~).ly it, had a,h~l?l1,\ ~'l~H-?-fy;l?p~d, ~te1et 1>it~\ ?f', lrlhich 

, " are, ot~lt nt:tech(>~ ~o, t~r\ brc~=, ,~n?- O~~?r, fr"~~rttJ ~'~r? \ ~?f~pcted 
", from, ~~~,f~r~GPo~~ \ Th~ Fi~f,it~elf',~~\w~~~~~f~~~rved. 
, ~ ') 

'J).v~ I. I Th~. ~Pfci~~n, rfprfsf~ts, ~~l~~i~:rt\ prpnz~, ??ulptureo 
, £ro,? ~!O+~li~~i rHh, ~fflctfy~l?Pf~. G~yle, ~f', ~h~\ efrt~\l?roup.. 'lhe 

,., \ ~~df~?E1HV?\ ~itHnc, f~, IDPf0r(.jl"lh; pos.~ o~ ~ ~i~~ ?~~m<?ntl>1 
, \ ,thr?~?\ h?~df3, in\ hfEl, r1~~t.~lpn~, ~\ ~~lpr~" \·'Ml~''. ~n pif lff1 hfnd he 

'\ \ ,~T\,S, fnor~e~ tp, po, J:l?l?-ill?1 r, fO~i~~"~~?-. tO~;t~t\ !v~d'?~tly El 
n!lotp<'l1.'1 t ~urt:lount€'d by the prD jl1.<,p[.rpt:;i trl Ilk"'nuocri nt - the 

\. \ . \ ., \ ~ \ ~ I \ \ i.. \ \ •. \' - '- I , \ \ \ \ t t- , 

. tllO, ~yrn1>0l'P, of', ~~s\ r~??~it10~. \ ~~. ~OP?t4\ ~~bo~\ ~s, ~OIIT ,?io::;inf,'. 

In ;fom end, c~iV1f3~- rel;t ?f\ f~,~~tflH', ~e. i~~(!e\ rf~~mbfeo the 

, . ~~~ju~71 D~~ p£,~pr;I;1i~ !!?~.P\ ~6-11: \ ~e, D~;71~. ~~,~1;lpe7:'tor Dnd 

I ~~~, t1o;-J::m\,nrhip, 1\'1, ~:x:~~P0~~~ \ ~e, IPW,. dt~plu>ro~, spfrf worn 

,~n uP0viti f(,cf~o~ fff~\acr~~o\the te~.~fou~dfr,fpd. ~hf richt 

l=ne~. ,~l~. ~:li;;ll;t;:r,. o~\'rne'~~~ ~, l~tTr_ pl\r~, pf'\ ~h~\ p~ecf \ t~, porti­

CU1Drl~ f~t(,'FO?ti'1Y. ,~l~ pP':i<>?tfl1. i'i~~\ e::CPC!~drd pEH.l~, rt the 

, "pottom\ c~mt~i~o\t~~. fnpfr~ption, (~ 12)\., \ ~~~.~£, is l1n 

.. , ~~cC'l;tf~~. ffpr~~fntClHO~\fr\ Vi6vl2.n:-:£k::, on wh~c~ E'!'e 

. ,plElf{'u, ,t.l, I ~~~~tN~\·.o~u~ ~ pr, ~~~p":-f!hro~f~, \ ~"G!'ft) in 
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I 
the centre, end. lions ramPl'nt on oouohont. elephnntD at the 

two front corners. !ilie prod.cFsl'nE't of the Bodhisattva rests 

on them. A hanging apron-lil(~ devic: links the two lion,. 

It is int(>rooting to observe th.:-.t the hieratio style of the 

bronze ec~ture and the widely differing· terrncotta folk art 
of :f.In.inoc"ti seem to have a common denominator in these sculp­

tured t'1ni~la, the lion end. the elephant. The popularity of 

the lion-on-elephont motif of the seat is evidenced by the 

discover,y of a number.of similar specimens in the excavations 

and also in other pa.rts of the 10ca11 ty.l 

D 31. BronzE> im1'll'je of Lokpn~th." (Pl. L.1X ). From cell 

36, Period III. S§lbAn Vihara. 1964. Badly broken end da~ged 

but now partly restored. 

The specimen shows the s~me classicism of the Eeng~l style 

Bnd tr~ces of Gupta influence. particularly in the m9delling ... 
of the l~mbs end. the refined expression, as~the previous piece 

(D 30). The stele t'lnd the 101,er part are 18rGe end well-developed ... 

ene.: chow the elaborate decora.tive ot~le. The Dodhisattva Sits 

irl It'li tasenCl. with his right bend in v.?rado-mudra and left 

hand holding a lotus, l'lhile in his .w.~a-mukuV~ is a miniature 

represent-etien ef Amit5bha, the other symbol of his recoenitton. 

The piece recalls the style of the Ava 1 old tesvara. Dtele in 

atone (n 3). 

1. A nuober of almost identical pedestals ~nd sODte were 
discovered in the monnctery cells and cfu~pels of the 
cruciforc shrine. The rE'c('mblf'nce of the 10t1er p.:"'rt of 
the image with t~t of Sit~t~potr~ from the Comill~ 
district is strikinGl Bhattasali, Iconofj!t'tphy, Pl.XVIII). 

~ \W~'C,-" [~hl\" ,L ~"':J"l,.t;::~"~~,': !~\L 4 . 



D 32. Bronze il:l(,!~~ of Akoobh7e (Pl.L..IV.b). 
i 

From cell 

62. Period IV, Salban Vih~rat 1964. Pr~a~tvntion actiofectory. 

The piece ~o th~ us~l elements and decor~tions of the developed 

form, but Dhows clear mory~ of degeneration in stereotyped 

repotitions and deterioration in deaien, style and execution. 

~e specimens of this type 1-11 th COllrco features tlnd crude 

workmonship are quite large in number, showing intorestinc Bte~es 

of de~enerntion and rouehly datable to the 9th century A.D. 

or even later. The above specimen is f~irly representative 

of this group end we shall not record other e~mplei. 
-f 

D 33. Bronze imr'rje of Jambhtlln (Pl.L..X·b). From cell 34, 
Period III. SelbDn Vihar~t 1964. Upper part of the stele is 

missing and th~ piece is very much decayed, but the iconographical 

details are clear. 

rt:4 
This tutelary deity emana.ting from Dh;yilnI l3uddha Ratrwsam-

A 

bhava presides over the Buddhist world of wealth; this is 

reprosented by the pots in front of the image. His pot-belly 

and s~nat dwarfish featureo are a1eo recognisable; of the two­

other symbols of recoGnition, a citron in the richt bend is 

distinct, but a she-moneoose in the l~ft hnnd vomitinc a j~wel 

is sCDrcely discernible in the photocraph. The corners of 

the pedestal shew lionfieures in baD-relief; they are crude, 

but have interestinc feetures: a sinele h(lC1d uith the 'body 
S~ 

.shotln scp<"Ir<>tE.'ly on both sid(>s of the corner,,,ClD found in the 

torr~cotta pl~ques UD~d in the cornera of buildinGS. The 

l)r,"bhFvt'li is also inter~etinc, lwving ti'10 distinct units. 

~ken tOGether, these feotures m~y indioate its relative~ early 

d.."Ite, c. 8th century A.D. 
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The f~n~lo counterp?rto of th~ nodhicnttv~o ere the 
1-_ 

Dodhionlcti ~rPG of five diff~r~nt colouro correspondinr, to 

those of thE" f!ve Dhyiin'I J3uddh~s from l';hoc they er.l"mtc>. TlH'Y 

Elro the fc>vourite goddecs(,G of ~ntric BuMhism (lnd ~re r('r.~rcJ.ed , 
eo S~ktis or apirit~~l conoorto of their correopondinc BocJhio~ttv~c. 

As they (Ire pricr-rHy distinr,uishl'd on the bZ1oio of their colour, 

not pTc-sent in £lncient soulptures, it is nev('r er.>oy to ickntify 

them individu;:1l1y. Fortunntely, not ,,11 t'lere eqw·l1y po,",ul"r. 

Judcine from the nUI:lber of imC'Gc13 in the 1;".., in7>mf' ti collection, 
I •• ._ 

the tl·ro most populnr typ('s were: Sy"m(l Tiira tv! tt. t .. :o hf'!lds, 

the riGht one in v"r(ld~ mudr~ ~nd the other holdin3 ~ blue lotv~ 
TiItct w _ 

(utpal?h Dnd the rour-... rmed.\ChUl:~t! Hith her proper riGht hrond 

in v!'rE'dfl-mudrt. and the t~;o left hnnda holdinr, r£'opectively the 

prvjnFp~r(l[Jit~ menuscript on a lotus end (l bowl or flpsk. A 

l"rce number of im<'ges of both were recovered from the exc(lvet1ons, 

but as they are more or less of the same type, we shell record 

only a rew representative specimens. 

, 
D 34-35. Bronze im"~es of Syfc~ Tir~. From cells 37 (lnd 

3e~. respectively, Period III, Salb."n ViharR, 1964. In v~ry b('d 

otete of preserva.tion and parts of the stelaa are misoine. but 

the symbols of recognition are cleere In form, style and 

e::ce cut iO:il ~ bot4 the pieces are similer, and the pose of the 

fieur~s is also identic~l. The goddess sits in l~lit~s~n(l on 

a a.otUtl throne l'li th the rieht hemd in vl'lrr-d1'-rnudr'1l l"nd a utpf'lp 

in the left. The style and the form of the stel~e and pedestals 

GUCeest that the piefes belo~ to the o('rly group. 

r 
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D 36. :Bro21~('1 ili1(\.,",E' of E'i ... ,ht-'~rr.lNl T[ir~ or Chund~ (Pl. ~ \. C.). , . 
Froc cell 18, Period III, S51b~n Vihor~, 1963. Dec~y~d ~nd 

corroded; some of th~ symbolctin tho h~ndG are misoine. 

~le eoddess sita in {~litp8~n~ on e lotus throne", her lith} • -_. 

proper~h0nd is in vnr~d?-n~, tho proper left r~sto on the 

oC'nt. Arnone the objPcts held in the other hnnd:J, only trIO 

~re rE'cocniseble: a e1.c' l:b VPj!'8 in the upper rich~ hr>nd, ~nd 
1 

C' cl"k1'n (disc) in the upper 1e1:t. ~~ second lc>ft OE>(>mo to 

be holdi!JG' l', Emord. The prpbh;v.?11 ~nd the pedeot<ll {Ire \-le11-
-' forced .:>nd developed. ~1e style end execution of the piece, 

~o well as dot~ils of heir style, orn~ments and dress, support 

its plac& in the superior e<lrly croup. 

D 37. 13ron~E' im"~(> of four-armE'd Tar~ or Chund5 (Pl. LX Il ). . . 
From cell 35, Period III, S§lban Viuor{l, 1964. The upper ~rt 

of the ~?bh~vnll is missing; othen~iae well-preservE>d. 

This is a fine speoimen of mature type in the e?rly group 

with elabor~tely decorative features, specially in the lower 

pC\rt. '!he stele is \-1011 developed, the pedestal is well formed 

and the hieh lotus SE'<lt is r(>markable for the fine decorative 

treatment of the vit,v?p~drn~ ~nd the stylized leaves end stema 

below it. The goddess sits in ~jrnsana with her proper richt 

h41nd in v8rC'dn-r.mdra, antJ. the proper 1e1'1; reGt~ ,in her 19P 

(holdine a ~:!:,l YJ;the other right hc>nd holda an obje~t which seems 

to be a rosery. It is not clear in the photograph. The 

1. Cf. Ch,,-,}<}.ff from Ni~matpur, Rajslll!hi: n.B. PI.XXVI. 64. 

'I • I 
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Pr?jnpp~r~mit~ m~nuscript on s lotus in the other left hand 

is clear and distinct. The jntp.-mclcut~ of the goddess 1s re­

~rkable and her jewellery is olso delicately fashioned. In 
its superior style ~nd execution, the piece is comparable with 
the imace of r.!aii'j~r1fD 30) from the votive hhrine, and is. 

likewise, d...'ltnble to the 8th century A.D. This e.nd. the nen 

t~lO iml"ces (n 38-39) have strikinc resemblance with a 8ix­

honded Ti'ora. or Chunda in the nrlJ.l<:ok National tfuseum, dated to 
"1 " 

the 9th century A.D. 

D 38-39. 
~. LXI.",). 

Bronze irnfl.';cs of fouI'-!lrme>d '.ISr~ or Chund.t:: (PIs. I..~.c,. J .. 
From cell 36, Period III, Sol bon Vih~ra, 1964. 

The pr~bh8valI and the lower parts are partly dDm~ced ond missing, 

In terms of the pose and the objects held in the hl"nds, theoe 

pieoes are almost identical with the previous specimen (D 37). 
In stylo, however,' there are marked differences. no.D 38 (f~.l.Xt.tY i, 
less ell1boI'ate in decorative element£! and stylistically E'ppenra 

to be in:rerior suggesting a slightly latE'X' da.tE', This is 

Dupported by the paleeography of the inscription on the pedestal. 

The other specimen represents crude work of a still later date 

showing clear de~erioration in style and workm?nship. 

D 40. !3ronze im<-pa of four-b..."nded temale deity (PlI. LXI· b). 

From cell 36, Period III, Sa1ban Vih8rs, 1964. In good state of 

preservation. 

!Ihe goddess .lith a fro,ming stare sits on the lotus thronll 

in 1(\li t5:sana. The sytlbol!:: in her hElnds are clecr and did;:!.:') 

1. J .E.VCln LO~!11izen de Laeuw, Inlf'idinr, tot dt> Kunst vl'n 
Tlu",Ul'nd, a!Z.1'\ &lag, 1963, Pl.20, cat.'1iO.tm'. -
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the proper right hand in v~rnd8-Qudr~ hDC a s~~ll 

") 

(( \e;vrt,(' 
fruit in 

the open ~~lm; the object in the proper left hAnd is not ole~r 
0... ( • 

in the photoeraph, but is reported to bsAnoooe. The ~ ~~ 

richt hand holda a sword; th~ft hand holds 8 h~tchet. 
'!he stele "'ith the uau.'ll beaded decoration t'nd jv"Flps on tIle 

border is wel~ formed and finely executed, as is also the lotus 

seat; the oarvine of the fieure end det~1l. of ornPmento, 

j£.!ii-llluJ::u1~ Dnd h..,ir arr~neements are also equally fine showing 

the characteristics of the early type. l-:e hAve not been able 

to identity the im~ge. It 1s comparable with the unidentified 

stone illWge from Nalanclli" which however shows a n'fe hoodt'd 
1 

serpent c~nopy above the head of the deity. 

(0) P~n~ls of Multiple Figures. 

D 41. l'Ironze stele of Bodhisattva r'!l'l'ljnorI with nttenct.'1nto 

(Pl. L~1I1 ). From cell 36, Period III salban ViMra, 1964. 
~ue preservation is not satisfactory, and the piece is very 

much decayed and damaged. A p~rt of the pedestal is missinG. 

This laree stele is divided into tHO distinct p~.rts, the 

lareer upper portion contains the hiGh pr~bhPv~lI Dnd the 

llWin fi{;Ures, the awll and n~rrow 10~ler pa.rt consists of the 

pedestal ~nd the decorative elem~nt above it. The cent~l 

fiGure reprt"l:H"!lb tIle 13odhis:'lttva MElnjusr1, oi tting on II lotus 

seat in bbdrr,'spn3 with both lecs reoting on a lotus foot-stool 

in Europe<>n fashion. Ilis hends are appropriately in .:!kl"rtn1'cl'lg;=e­

~, lind his syt:lb01 of reco~ition, EI long-atlllked ",Tlotn:>ln . . 
1. A. Ghosh, 1I"1,mda.. (1959), Pl. VIII, B. 
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vith Cl Pr<'.jnfn"r0rJitn m.."nuccript on top is vil3ible on hiD lC'ft. 

On th(ll pr;;\bh~v(',iI ~bov~ his h('(\d ~re reprt'cE'ntt'd the five 

Dhyrni Bucl.cJ.ht"'s, Atlitabhn in the cf'ntre, and the four 
c.AA<;"<l.O 

in Eyt:1bolicE'l form of le1p. f'lo~,('r~ on £'ith'?r oidt>. 

" 

oth0rtl 
.".. ,-

rrr>njasri 

is considered a~ p ~pirit~~l off-sprinG of th". iJhy~.n1 131lddh,,", 

M:qobhy~, but sometimes also of Amit~bhA.l In the pres(,l1t Cl'oe 

the l(\tter conception £ll"emS to be indice.ted. Sittiu.-; in 

t" Ii t~s~nt'l on sep<l ra te lotus sea to on bot!t rd.dEl!;' of l'l:~jufrl 
.) I 

are prob::lbly his t,10 cor.rpflnicns, Sudhena, l(uU'Dra on '~hQ ric:ht ,<Iv" ...... ; 
R... 

(llld. YDr.ta:-i on the l(>ft. Belou thene fi(;Ureo ere l'n 1ndistinet \ iiv\.l(' 

r,JJ.lI , 
jumble of long stalks joining the lotus seets. They reot on j 

~ 

th£' pedect~l, the centre of which 10 occupied by"si~-h~nded 

corpulent ~l(' figure with an unple?sont expression; he seems 

to be llayagriva. The fine eh.'\pe of the Ilk'\in prablWvCllI Nld 

the elliptical Sir"sc~kra (nimbus) of the side f1gurC's are 

worth noticine. The piece belongs to the developed or ~~ture 

type of the esrly period (C. lete 8th cent. A.D.) 

D 42. 
(Pl. LX'" ). 

:Bronze stele of Dhyt'ini TIuddw A.1{l:'obhr wi th I"tt~d,ents 
• 

From Period lIT (layer 3). cell 36, S1!lb!ln VillEro, 

1964'~ 
GI.~ 

Well-preserved except .tht"'ii F J; ttJ..f'oI\ portion of ·the pedesttll , 

It is a one-piece stele, simple but well formed and resting 

on an equally simple and well-formed pedestal. It shows an 

assured, mature style·, reflectoo by the figures and decorative 

1. :l3hattncharyya, IconoPjl'~phZ' p.102. 
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elem~nts. /~l superfluons pndstructur~lly unsound orn~m~nt~tion 

have b~en discarded. There is Dome r~Dult~nt loso of vit0lity 

lmd (>xpres~iveness of modellill8 of' the fiGnr~::: ~"hich are some­

wlwt ster(>otyped pnd rfGid. The arrml;.~(>t:l(>n't of the !"igurt>a 

t'nd the G'<O'ner0l oPl"ctern of the pl'nt"l ell'", aimil~r to thoce of 

the atone p~nelG, Nos. D 2 and D 3. ]ui; th~re is aloo conciderpble 

difference. The centrol fiGure in this stela io not l~rG'o 

cnd domill<'tinc flG in the atone p,mels ~Jhere 1 t cot:u'i1on(llJ t'nd 

controls the ~ntire composition. Eel'e it is just ~llothor firrure 

of fllmost equal 'size, differentieted only by {>nclcsinc the 

fiGUre in (In ornpmentl"l outline of stelf'-form. 'lhill trool1bly 

indiclltes £) g(meral trend,8 proGressive loas of 1mt>ol't<'>l:'11e of 

the Dh~nI nuddh~s and the increase in popul?rity ~t ~he 
r ... .----./' 

]odhisnttvas. The circular end cross lOor!:c in 'the CrOl;"ll of the 

'stele are also interestine end may represent ~tr10 symbols. 

The firrures around th~ DhyanI Buddha apparontly roprgsent th~ 
., ljf 

M;~~wlia,bOdhis~ttva! ,,'eight great Bodhisattvae·. ~e ponel 
~s 1vell preseJ.:Yed flnd sozne of the figures are rE'cognisable 

even in the photograph. All are seated on separate lotus thrones, 

not, linked by any stalk. ~e p.rrancemcnt is well ba.lanced and 

property spa.oed so that everyone is well represented without 

eny overcrowding. ~e excellent modelling of thefigv~es and 

precision of detail make it one of the finest pieoes in the 

Nainomnti collection. It belongs to the mature, devoloped type 

, in the first group, roughly datable to the 8th or early 9th 
century A.D. 

L \I I 
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(d) 13!'(>hr:1fmictll Im<'!j("s 

D 43. Bronz~ im?r,E> of SUl7Z? (Pl. LXV). From cell 41, 

Period IV, SDlbnn Villl'lra, 1964. Ilroken l'nd dCllltlCE.'d, El portion 

above the ree~ of the imaGe 10 missing. 

Ir:J<'GGS of Suryn, the most populf'r deity in pre-tiuol1m 

Den,::<"11, are aleo the most nutlerous <"mone the 13rt'hmr'nic111 imt'l!E's 

fo~~d in tho r~cion. Early exampleB ~ra, howevor, vE>ry r~rei 

only one im<"1ce of the 7th c(;'ntury A.D. from Deulbr.dI in the 

COr:Jill~ distriot is known. l ~le pres(;'nt im~GE', dn~~ble to the 

8th-9th century A.D. on stratigraphicel Groundo, is therefore, , 
another early specim0n. 

'!he Siirytl imnges of Dengal show more or 1E'ss uniform 

features. The :usually·godtatands erect on R lotus pE>destal 

holding in his tuo h.:'1nds two full blown lotuses I his body is 

covered with armour or a breast plate ~nd he wears an o~~mental 

girdle; to his right and left stand his two wives, Nikaubhlt 

and sureltu.2 The description 8grE'eS almost COC'~l~teIy'with 
the iconographic detail of our specimen. The .ij,.'"'v()cn (h!'!rnesa) 

type breast plate of the image is unique, And hns not been 
'!> 

noticed on any other specimen from Dengel. Both this breast 

plate and the girdle of the image ar~ highly o~~mental. ~8 

lDtter is in the form of abel t, very tdde and. intricately worked, 

p10ced round the abdomen of the god, similar in fashion to 

th0t of the Deulb~~i imate. The crown and earrincs are ~lso 

1. Blk~tt~sali, IconocrE'nhy, PI.LIX. 

2. P'.~., pp.149 ff. 

21- A ~~~-4.' ~~) ~ 
•. ~~I 
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elDboratoly worked, indicElting t\ le.ter development not observl"d 

in the early sculptures. The ~emale ~icures in tribh~Th~~ 

pose on both sides of SUrya EIre undoubtedly his wives. thoUGh 

too bDdly mutilated to be identifi~d. The two-tiered trirAthn 

pi~hn (pedestelJ is ~lso interesting. vlo11 have not noticed 

cny other ex~mple of this type of pith~ in the )win~m~ti sculp­

tures. !~ la, however, oompElrable with t~t of the Sarvv~n1 
- - 1 . i03Co from Deulb~~i, but its rosemblance is closer to that 

, I - 2 
of the Siva-Lilkesvara im~be of lEiter date from ~risal. '!he 

~<;d. 
stele ~nd specially the ~-shepeu. ends of the oross bars 

are compara.ble with those o~ the Deulbag.I Siirya image. The 

present specimen, thoUCh retaining some of the ~eatureo o~ the 

early sculpturoc, shotis unmistaka.ble chnraoter:.is:tios of a 

tk'l.turo, developed style. In some way it antioipates the pattern 

of the stone images o~ SUrY'l of later days. 

~e Surya images hove oertain other common ~e~tures 

'Iolhich are missing in this example. AocOrding to the Matsy«. 
'4 

Purna, SUryn should be p1~oed on a car with one wheel end seven ". 
horses; he should h~ve ~lO attendants, Da~~a end Pingaln, end 

his ~eet. should on no account be shown without boots. In our 

speoioen the ~eet are bare. This seems to be an extraordinary 

omission. N-o - t1..MY1- Jav }2,v"-C ,oJ J J-V'\oA,..{·f\ ~ \.'otfo.-

D 44. Bronze im~r,e 

From oel1 19, Period III, 

. 
o~ fOur-.':'rme.-d S(l.rvv[;nl (Pl. LX", ). , 
1957. In very ~d stat$ of preservation. 

1. 13hattesc:tli, Icono,';raphy, Pl.LXX. 

2. l3anerjea, Ioonography, Pl.XLVI.4; HB., Pl.LXIV.155. -
I+-, t;- A~,:r;l(Lil)~ ~ x.. I f) <! I I l 9 b !-/ I ~ ~ . • r 

iJ 
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T'nia is the second knOt-lIl imace of the coddess, one 01' I, .... ·~ ( 
the 16 forma of Durga.. The first one was found at Deulbll'pl, " 

about 20 miles south of r·!ainCi!iW-ti. T'.ae resemblance between 

theae images are striking, but the differenceo are also con­

spicuous. The prf'oent figure b.."IS none of the crudeness find 

rigid! ty of the ea.rlier specimen, £llld its features show the 

distinctive characteristics of the mature ~~i~m~t1 style. In 

h~ir style, dress and ornomonts it is considera.bly different. 

In these features as well as in the detail of the stele form, 

the piece is elmost identical i'ld th the above S-urya iC<lge 

No.D 43; this similarity in style end form strongly indicates 

their oontemporaneity. The pedestal is plain, rectanculor, 

and on it lies the vtih!'na, the lion, with its he!'d turnE'd uPW(\ros 

looking a:t; the godd.ess. She stand.o on D lotus pedestel on the 

bock of the lion, as in the Deu1b~dI spefimen. Dut unlike that , 
imaGe. she has no attendants. It is difficult to identity 

the obJects in her hcnd..s f the two prope; hand.s eppeor to hold 
~t ~ Iv. ctiJJ.. ...:.,.,;;;- .... - &>.5dt~ ~ 

a. conch-shell and trident respectively. 'Ihe i'J.sl:ePQ, ilia the 

ribs of the stele show l~ter influence as observed in the 
i 

Buddhist images. 

D 45. 
Froe cell 53, Period III, Salb~n Vihara, 1964. In ~ ve~y ~d 

stflte of preosE'rvetion t-lith deep creeks. L'l its present condition, 

only the broad outline of the image can be made nut, but no 
I details arE" visible. Oanese, the elephant-headed Canape-ti, or . " 

lord of the Oa1t(;l.s, the ghost retainers of Siva, is the eldest 
I -of the two sons. of Siva and P;rvati. This Brehmanioal deitY' 
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woo incorport~d, like m~ny othero,into Trntric Buddhism with ,. 
the n~oe of Go~op~ti, thus further oomplic~tinc the probl~m3 

of deoidill£r 11hf'ther such ioons should be oloo::lC'd CIS Hindu or 

Dudclhiot. 

• 
(iii) Clp:y C'nd Terr~cottl' SculPtm'",. (El) Clny ~bl(>to.:. 

D 46-48. Thr('(> tmo.:"l:C'd olfl:y tl'ol!'tc, oV£l1 oh.:-oped en.XXlX.a) 

produced from the croe mould. From tho centr"l r:hrine ~re(l, 

PE'riod II, Solb(ln Vih~rtl, 1963. ~H>y WE're found ['lonc lrith 

s. few other unboked cloy iODCE's llnd a very l('lrGe number of unb?ked 

olllY votive stupno Dnd sealings below the foundation of the 

oruoiform shrine. !l'!hese are, very muoh deoeyed rnd the detn1ls 

are obliterated. 

The tablets oontain in bas-relief the figure of en eight­

honded Tara or Ch~~ seated in v(ljr~snn~ on a lotus throne. 

The objeots held in her ~nds are not olenr; a diBcus, noose 

or shield, st·lord and n broken flask are very f<tintly disoernible. 

On str~tigraphical grounds they are roughly data.ble to the 

lat~r part of the 7th oentury A.D. The close reoecbl~nce of 

these and other simil~r spe>cimehs found \"li th them in the Mme 

lovel with the I-l.."innm?-ti bronzes suggests that they probably 

supplied prototypes for the latter. 

(b) Terr?cott~ pl~rru~s 'in situ' 

The collection is very large and it is impossible to deal 

with them except in summary fashion, oonfinir~ ourselves costly 

i 



223 

. 
to the plaques hzi situ' in the oruoiform t:hrine at Balban 

VihBra. 

D 49-61. 13 Terr~cottn plaques 'in aitu' 

ProjElotion, southern basement wall (Pl. l-X'III ). 

in the Heotem 

From right 
• 

to left: 

49. Monkey sitting in the shode of a plantj excopt £6r .... 
the teil. almont hlUllnn in form. }.Ionkeya as"olNls 

l'E'ceived most sympathetio treatment from the ert.~.stG 

of these pl~ques. 

,,'., lO.,;u...Q 50 • 
. 1 i~~\,Jo..-

-f.~$"" Bird, P~#gQ0k (?), with stylized wingo Dnd tail, holdinG -

\ 

51. 

52. 

55-56. 
51. 

a string of pe~rls in the beak. 

Composite figur~, Kinn~rI (?), with woman's face end 

breElsts, anirnDli/ ears and stylized WU1{;S and le~1l of' 0... 

bird. 

t.!on1,=<"y' in deep repose under a trl"e. The plastioity 

and exprNwivenesi of the modelling is notel~orthy. 

HU1:1,m fiaurE!' in aDmB,ted pose, holdine a broad lef't. 
" ~, the jaw is broken. Note the humour of the pose, 

as-if waiting to gr~pt tho ~10 approaohing victims. 

lInd bMrs, naturaliotic in ohoracter. 

COr.1podte- b~inr" KirnpUrl1...'11'l (7) '-lith humen heod ~nd body, • 
stYliz~~nes Elnd animal legs. 
Wr-rrior J..Wi tIl Glford and shield in animated poaa. 

HorS(> (a. pony 1) eating or drinking trom 8 trough. 

60. Hoodp.d cobr3. and a compnr<ltive1y small ~:;~oose; ~pp£lrE'ntly 

a, fiehtine ~cone betweon these lk"ltura1 enemies J oomp<'rable 

wi th a similar pl<'lquG from pa.hffrpur.1 

1. ~., PI.LIV. 133. 
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61. .!4.2:!. corner pl~que; it haa a sina1e head but two 

!i bodies ShOl!ll se:porately on both sideo of the corner 

to Guit the spoci~1 erchit~ctural requirem~nt. The 

nwne is ohown with a seri<:>s. of falling curls. reca.lUne 

t~e coiffure of Gupta sculpture. 'lba short curline 

tail and squat form of the body recall the form of 

lions in both bronze and stone trom this nnd subsequent 

oentUries. 

D 62-74. 13 pl~ques tin situ' in the Western Projection, 

'IolOstern wall: ~ - - - b, 
62. Lion's h~~dt §rotesque and humourous. 

63. r!l"rrior, animated pose, similar -1:01 D. 58. 

64. E1eph~, fine, neture1istic style showing familiarity 

wi-th the onimal. 

65. lI'a rri 01' hl th sword and shield J wears a breaot-plete I 

and a dhotl in Bengllli fashion. 

66. t-:ild boar, naturalistic ~ 

. . J,.67 •• 

,\~ 
~~~With stylized. ornamental wines and lone tail 

.1 (Pl. XCV). 

i \ 68. 

69. 
Doru~~y or pony; not very sucoessfully represented. 

Horse, running, naturalistic; movement and speed well­

expressed. 

70. A ~~ir of fish lying crosswise, nAturalistic. 'lbis is 

~ the norm~l repr~sentation of the mlna-yur,ala, appearine 

as an 8UGpiciotts sign in Jaina ond Euddhist contexts 

from e~r1y times, And serving in the modern sign of • 

the zodiac. 

71. Lion's het-ld, simil$r.,to D to (Pl.L.')(XXIV). 



72. Lotus Hithin trE'foil 1.'ro11 of ('\ decorativE' cqwre 

stl"'Jctu.re. 'l11io lM'Y h",v~ tlyt:lbolic ::::iL-nificC1nc(' ~a 

lhulclhN~ ~nd llodhistlttw,s Ciro uctwlly ohOlm 1n thE' 

po::::i tion occup1od by tho full-blotm Iptuo. Hhic!l ~ 

r: .... .,y bloobe o r('G~ord('d CD their oyt:lbolic r0prE'r'l?ntrtiv<.> • 
• 

73. tkndic~nt(:!ifu!!) with E"kti>r?1 i a t1!1iq-.lI", r(>l'11ot1c 

porirn.ynl ot: " tl'milior ~cene in the BCn{;<:>l countryoide. 

74. ~f pro~bl:r pe"cock. killir.£; 0 cru-kc. The peDooolc 

is tr<'ldi tiort.;'llly f2mouo for kil1inc Ort.;.,kE'D. 

The I>lt'quea in the northern cide of the .o]estern Projection 

arc not 1-1ell-pl"eoervE'd. Only D. f(>w including one : wi th the 

represent~tion of a tortoise vero found 'in situ'. 

D 75-88. 14 terracottn pl~ques 'in situ' in the southern 

fecede of the Eastern Projection (Pl.L..)("'III·(l).fJUrt..v~t..1tlc1I..:!, 

76. 
77. 

78. 

- 1 Kin.'1l'ri, \'1i th WOID(>ll' S heEld and bust. birds l"ings end 

lion's hi~ quarterc; 9 fine, dynomic representation, 

supe~ior to comper£'bl'e specioens from Pi.h~rpur. 

Tbrtoice, nEturalistic. 

Fl;,ril1f7 Vid,';;CI..h(>:t'(' J CC.>:rr:r:l.ne ear1nnd,l only partly 

preservod; w~~rs tieht troUEers and hieh boots. 

.k:ip.lope, rwturaliotio, but tho body is too heavy; 

1i.e~d tUl'ne-d bvclcwa-rds in anticipation of danger. 

r:",1f' dt~r;ct'l't c1em!le~d; the hood is missing. Uote the 

fine plC10ticity lmd sensuous modE'llino of the tOl"SO • 

• 
1. ° Pbr iconoera,hic details, see ~n~rjea, Iconofir~phy! 

pp.28l-3, ~52-4. 
0-
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67. 

88. 
\ 

2 2.~ 

C"tlC'l, (\ curiouo rC'pr('::;<>nt,:.1;ion [!ho;'in,:r ll.\cl: of 

01" fCl:lilir>rity l1ith t!lC' (,1111:1:'11(P/. Xe.llI) . 

.n:.:.:k, in cl~nCli':l,-:; POCltv,l'(> (7); th(> por:ition of tIl" 
. -------......" 

1e-co l'r.(1 riGht hf.'nd (ll .. '1G ~N)to COr.l<" (tort of C(,c~'.u"C' of 

[) l"cciv),ollo ::l~t'''TC'.. Crl~d(> .'crl~t'lf')mlhip; thC' c1rc",1.:-r 

('corotudo {'nd nC'cl:-locc> of 00i110 E'rE' 1I'lt('r('~Jt1n~. 

Ant,(>!~ ~m .. '1.in,; in t~rror HUh fl'lc<" turn('d D'.'cb!t'rclo; 

,Fl;Th~\ Vit1;1;;fdhr>l'O. c~.rr'yiI'-G Cllrlr-ntli h" h-~:;; n folued 

cCr'rf' on tho hC'rcJ 0 hleh Doota tend (\ ll('cldf'cO of coin:.1 • 

PC':",ccd~ k:lJ.Hn<; r> cn~t(', nr-tur"Uqtic (Pl. y..c.IV ). 
- - 1 
n;ri:'1": O'::'l'lQh~t hybrid form toll th otyliz<,d Hitlc';t:, 0. 

r.~~~~n0ntnt1on (Pl. LXXXI ). 

~~O!)I." OI'..-!:!l t11 til doco!'At~d body l'nd. tTi tIl flYinc 
otl'C'nI:lOra (Pl.I..)OONU). Co.l~(J\,\' P/",~i\ ~.J.(.o ~ V\(l.I\.t.h? : 

Moon l11 th dO'ublo bodiE-o. co:rn<.>1' pll"~e • .,11:11181' to ---
lIo.D 61 (Pl. 1.)<;«111). 

'f Ltv;\l ((l",- D.C9-95. t('>!'rf"cott('l nl1"CYU(>l;' Hn tdtn' in the (>t\ctem 

-voll ot: the D>otern ProjN::Uont P'"fi'w-.. tL:,1 t ).\ Y\1 ~I· ? IJY vV,tt 
U \j , v-uQ" '-

C9. m.lrl 'bor''', a moa'tr no"ml"r l"nimt\l motif; W'turnlictio • . 
90. D:"nc~r. !'l:lC<O d~magE,>d;: .. eoro tlr;ht Dtrip~ trousC'rc 

t"nd D<?lt. 

91. '11th lone. atrtlight O\-lord; d"licpte ond 

cnrvinc civine ~h~ fiC"~~ en olcoot feminine 
1 

-
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92 • Cobr~ ~nd mm1Cooc~ fiGhtir~, dor.~~~d; similar to 

Iro.D 60, but aomC''\o1h!:1t crude-r. 

93. l10nkey t1olldn.:; on (Ill fours, n.:>tu:t':>lic:tic. 

94. FNnl"lq, (?) d.:'lncer, 1'1ee>rill,;'; donblo nC'cl:1ncE" of coina 

and hil:~ boots, n soarf 110ll.{;s crnc(>flllly OVE"r the 

flhoulders. 

D 96-106. ll....!£!.!rtcotttl !?IN:1:_t:~tin dtu' in t!lE' northern 

f[lcClde of the> Enotern Projection (H. l.X VIII· b). f/l.o1-~ to ~~: 

96. tiild bo{\rJ., ru>t1ir<>.listic. 

97. g.J.E'nh"l1l. en olC!. m,lle in n~turalistic style '-lith 

Ol'Il<'r.l.C'ntal atrappines. 

98. Hump~d. bull, with ornamental strappines; a spirited 

tmimnl in vigorous movement; ntlturaliatio (Pl.)(c.. ). 

99. Ri.ij.;1i1['t1WS. (E~~i~;;; in n~turalist1c style, but the tail 

100. 

101. 

102. 

103. 

, 
and \1ings ore stylized. 

A "<lir of ~1rE"atlE'rs or fighters; slightly dDlWged. 
--'=- --

.Antelope, runninc; llith ff'-ce turned b<"lckt-lard in apprehension .=: ..... 

of d~ncer; a fine representation of thE' eni~l in 

this se~ies (Pl.LXXXVI). 

FelinE.' hold.i!!:'i 130m"" object in 1 ts ~ fore paws J hefld 

dp.oea~d. Probably soop fable is indicated ? 
-rTinl'-Yl.lc;.tllf.l, saoe 8S lio.D 70; f1:1.o natlU'alistio representa-

tion (Pl. XC! ll< ). 

104. tUld bo<"rj ll<"lt'Ura1istic (Pl. XCII ). 

Pep.cock, ld th styli:.::~cl tllld ornamental tail and wings 

(Pl. xc...V/II). 

I,; " 
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106. A p:>ir of bircl~, {)1[;<'ono or dov('(1, pecIdn:,::, II fruit 

or E'n obj(>ct \>111ich t;k"'Y r(>prf"£l~nt (! tortoicC'; hC'!'d 
I oisoinc-t'n ('llusion to the otory frot'l tht' Hi toro(l(>c~ . ) 

of ~ p!'ir of aC'('se ~"'rrying the tortoio(' while flyinG 

lll'1t1Y :from f: dl"J l('1b" ? 

no plflqul."5 ~I\~re found tin situ' in th~ eouth"rn Proj('ct1on 

of the shril1~. The front or th~ NOl'the4'1l Prcjection io lik('1;; 

to previd" mOl'e, but tbis portion io at !)rE'scnt hidd(''n bene!'th 

l<'ter ret'l<Jino. A larc;e nUt1ber or lOOSE) pl~:r.:uf's were also recovered 

from diff'('~"'nt T)"rt~ of the e.xc?v<'Iticns, moo::tly from P('riod IV 

<'nd V ('It Seloollv-ihlir('l. ~;here nare no pl<lques 'in situ' tit 

(my other s1 t~t thouehf<'llen rlflqu.es \vcr<" rC'coverE'd from I("til~ 
• 

:.lur~, thoy 'belong to the SElme period e.G the S81b~n. V1hnr8 oollection. 

(e) Lc!:'lse plAques from S~lbE1n VilWra ~nd Xutila MurEi I (1) hucwn • 
end. Illeci-divine beill(;s: 

D 107. 

I 

D 108. 

D.I09. 

D 110. 

Herrior ,vi th slvord Nld shield, perb::lps the fincat 

piece in this group shcvJ.i.nr; the 9~::;t trDd1 tion of this 

er·t (Pl. Lx I X ). The gr;:\cef'ul 11 1;1;1e fi.cure in (In­

il:lf\t~d t;o;iW'-:!::';,:: pose, hoo.eyor, M3 thE' ch~rm of a 

:femole d<'ncer and not the rueeodn~ss of a w(1rrior, 

ccmpa.rsble to No.D 91. J~'\":v,,~ _ .b n).~ 
n~l'ror, simili~l'; the inois(>d decoration of the dress 

~, "? 
r0oembl(>s tlll't of pot1;ery (Pl. LXX ). ?.G..J' ... :.. .. J I Cor . 
H<>rrior, sicilElr, bu1; somewh.."lt hepvy EI,nd less supple 

(Pl. LXXI ). 

:Bee:i'r~.E'd (lrcner 1·11 th bOll, in the pose of 1:lhootina lln 

nrrclll; stroDe'. l'Ug'cred feature:;;; somelVbtlt coarse( P/.L.:8KlI1) ewr \ Xo(}~? 

I' 

C 
1 

I: 
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D 111. Bpprd~d male in similar pose, holding a heavy objeft 

with stamppd d~oiGns on the inner aide. The tiGht 

trolWera also h .. ;,we the slime dElc1gn, slu\rply incised, 

ea on 100<11 pottery (Pl. \..XX1V ). 

D 112. ~I~~T10r with sword and shield, profUzely decorated 

with jewellery; wenrG £1 decorated hat, chort trouserEl, 

tunio ond hic:h boots i crude workm:uwhip (Pl. LXXII ). 

D 113. Fcmnle cl{'nc~r, eraorfuJ, Ii tho and ch(l%'I:line (rI.LY-xv ); 
t- f 

oOClptlrable to Nos.D 79,' 107-108. A.t D"C J 
a.~~ 

D 114. Ff'rlwla, fa·ce deClagpd, sittine ill ;Willal4:!J.a, pOfito (Pl. L)(J(V'I); 

from the Votive 3hrin~ area; a scarf fli~~ groce-fully 

from her shoulders. The styl~ i~ 3imil~r bu~ more 

~ture than that of NOoD 113. 

D 115. Fl~rin,'7 Vid;\1'1"idlwre- with garlE'nd; style Dimllar as in 

Ncs.D 107 E'nd 108 (Pl. L'X)(V/I). 

D 116. fJ.:yinfj Apsarf\s, wearinc ornaments. a s~D-rf ( hE'1lt':ing 

from the shoulders .~md Dhowine: :f'ly1ne' mov<1rnent) and 

a decor~ted tight-fi tUng carment (Pl. L)(XVIU ). 

J) 117. r·!l"rrnaid (!;1,.ts1T-k-!'nyr;). From the Votive Shrine, S.=llban 

Vihlira t 1967. 'lite b~ and the tatl ;;>.l"e broken 

(Pl. LX)(,IX ). 

This is the fin~st speoimen in the terracotta aeries of 

~!ai:l1'iIila t1, oholdng a surpritlincly hie~ decrroe of ~ tt'chnical 

skill in rul almost E1CC'demic tradition, particluArly in the 

troatment of the eyes, hair, ~nd the fecial outline, so often 

conspicuously abaent in other specimens. Ue know from strati­

eraphy th<'lt the plaque belongs to the peried of the Early Dev£ls 

(8th century A.D.). Its apparent sup~rior1ty probably suagests 
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that it WZlS either the work of thtl court articto, thf' Df'lect 

fow enceGed in hiE-ratio a.ri; in bronze l'nd stone, or mOre 

prob~bly that the deficiency in uk1ll of tho village artist 

WDS finally overcomo • 

D uS. 
• 

Kil1"'1.t'l":-t. typical speoim~n 'Which 831'oes with the 

iconoerap~~c detail of ~his class of b0ingD2 human 

hood and bust I '~i::'cl;;: wi~· .:lild .. nimal' s hind.-quart.rs 

(Pl. L.XXx ).1 

{2} J..ni1:\~10, 1liro.s <lnd nah 

, 

D 119. ~ l~i th flo~ling lll<1ne ond raised PE'W; appee.rs to hElve 

D 120. 

D 121. 

D 122. 

D 123. 

D 124. 

D 125. 

D 126. 

beon copied from 'Ill('linl proto-:;Y'P~'a (Pl. LXXXII ). 

Pair vi ho:;:-::;.;)., t cClp<lriscned; dam.~&(>d (Pl. LXXXvIII). 

lJuff£lloo, Dcra.tchitlG' ee.r uith hind les; naturalisUo(PI.'XC:I) 
Snott(?d. dec>r, the be~·t repreoen:!;~tion ot the animal 

(Pl. Lxxxv). 

~t f~bulous. with sc~rf-11ke stylized wingo • 

Elonh~nt, lri th large eyos. g1 vi:ng t'I ll'l.'mouroua touoh 

(Pl.L.XXXIX) • 

~, the moet pop';llAr among tho L'lnima,l representations, 

rin'~ ;-1«0 till" :l!1)!::"t nR tuI'o11,ctic. 

H~jah~m,a, (~ with ctylized ~nd ornamentAl wings ,. 
and teil, in :3jJil'i ted pace with gl'acef'ully f\rched neok" 

pE'cki.n'j a lotus (?I. XCVI ). 

D 127. P,'-;OYa'::-!p:;Jli ~b:i.le.r,holding n oneke or e strine of 

p~c.rlc in ito 'boDl:: (Pl. x.c. VII ). 

D 128. Crotmt"d Ft'r:::Ul1, woe:rina jet'l(?llery, brel'st plate or 

short tunic; holding a cow(?); b~hind, a stylized tree 

wit1 foli~ge prreng~d in 'triglyph t or ttri-rctno' 

faohion; very much decoyed and broken. 

1. l3enerjea. Iconor;rt>phy. pp.351-3. 
I 



D 129. TriC1yph, fr~cmentary plaque depIct1ne a typIc~l 

\ tric1yph' symbol as found en the ilainiimati and Arak"ln 

coino. 

D 130.. 'Dht'rr.l1'lMkrt'.', froGlllt"ntary plllque contaIning a typioal 

'Dh.~rm8cokr~' symbol in hieh relief as found on the 

E:trly-Deva and ehemdra oopper-plates i only pnrtly 

preserved,lncludinc the central hub. 

~11c croup of thre~ fr~gm~ntary plaques (D 128-130) deIotlne 

a royal personality and the emblems ~nd symbols of th~ &~rly 

D0V~S stroncly cupports our contention t~qt the Mainemati plaques 
it:.. 

were made and need durincAEarly Deva Period (C. 8th century A.D.). 

D 131. r.!"k"r("'·-~, a fine represe~:J~on }with large 
expresCive eyeo, lone curved ~, lone tongue ond 

ctyl1zed hind P8rto; one fin-s!wped lee is a.lso visible. 

The speoicen shows considerable skill and fine work-

IlWnship (Pl. c. ). 

(d) Decor~tive ~nd Architectur8l Terr('lCott8s 

D 132. 
D 133. 

D 134. 

Lotus, full-blown, netural fprm (Pl. c.1\.o..)~ 

Lotus, decorative, ld th differC'nt sizes of petals to 

fi t mto the square p18que. 

Lot't'lfl t full-blot-Ill, Hith short stalk and drooping pettl.Is 

reveolinc the seed pod, realistically depioted, but 

the tl10 le<:\vos on either side of the ctC'1lk are stylized __ , 
a fine co~binntion of both tho styles. The p1~ce 

rece,llo the style of lotus thrones of the bronze ima:;es 

of the sn~e period. 
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D 135. Lotus, :f'ul1-blo~m, hiGhly stylized {lnd ornl:'mental i 

the flo\1er apPoDro to be a. blue or nieht lotuo 

(nilotn~l~) with lonG thin petals (Pl. C\ ) 

D 136. Decorntive pll'qut'l ~lith a pleasincr oombinfltion of 

lotus.or sun motifs within semiciroles on the sides 

seporated by a oentral strip of grid or oh~in ~ttern 
(Pl. e..11·b ). 

D 131. Frflr;r.l~ntnry plI>.CTU(>, simil~r pflttern (Pl. CIl. Co. ). 

D 138-140. C~rv("d bricl-.s ,td th floral and geometrio patteI'llB. 

E. POTTERY 

Tho pottery rt"prosents, ~3 usUfll, the lDrcest olass of 

antiquities recovered from the exoavations, mostly from S81ban 

Vih.~ra. Its frequency is greater in the early levels 8nd 

ehorply declines in the last ttvO periods. It oocurs prof'usely 

in Period III and also in consideri:>ble c;r:uanti ties in Period IV 

in the mOU<1stery cells, usua.lly in association t~i th Baht'£!, 

charcoal ~nd fireplaces. This vast mt:'terinl, the first from 

recular e:::tcavations in South-Dlst Ilsll(!al, has not yet bet'n Pnd 

indeed may never be) properly studied; the inv90tigationa are 

13 years old not-J' and the recovery of n small number of<cooplete 

vE"ssels mokE's the te.sk of a detailed E'nqu~ry less 9,ttractive 

and less likely. This is unfcrtun~te,bocnuse a proper typo­
lOGical study and clos'lificD.tion coul.d p ... ovitle a depend(lble 

basis for further investiGations in the field. Arc~eolocically, 

such n study is impol3sible from this distance. He con, however, 

tC\l=e n brief notice of some of the oomplete pots from our 

notes and photogrnpha. 

" ' 



The IIDin~tlati \-1{'re 10 ch!'racterized by a whi Ush to 

pt'le red colour, m£'dium thick texture, soft, brittle f!nd often 

underflred fobric which eDoily decays ~nd disintegrates. The 

~qjority of the pots ~nd sherds show tr~ces of red or dork 

rt'd slip. iliis pottery ShOl'lS C! typic~l coebirwtion of "'heel 

throwinc, befltincr and tu:rnt£lbl() tecllltiques of I!k"lnuf~cture, £Ind 

cDlls for little opecifll co~rnent in this reopect. Of interst 

hOI,ever is the genel'al custom of decorl"till{; the 10'tler part of 

the vessel td th Eln iepressed pottern. This is achieved by 

Clpplyinc a wooden p!'ddle with the required p£lttern incioed upon 

it, the bestine being affected against a pottery dabber. of 

which eeny werE> recovered from the excavetions. 'lhe p~ttern 

''lElS probllbly morE? tlltln purely decorl'tive, pnd in the modern 

vill~ges of Ebst Beneal it io employed to provide 8 ground to 

. anchor an ~ddi tio:'l£ll layer of olay to proteot the pot in the 

fire. 

The ooin types of ~!t\inamati pottery consist of a mediuc 

sized shallow oooking pot (ill!.) t a nucber of 'i:hich were found 

'in situ', sometimes oom~l~te with 8 type of large oover 
d1::;tinguished by a promin(>nt rin,,! knob (Pl. c'l I· d) J 8. 1erC'(> 

4~Jv 
globulnr jar (l!lc>~1;:P:). very freqUently found 'in situ' ~ ceems 

to have been usea for storing purposes; spouted vessels of 

s~ller sizos and wptor pitchors, usually large, elso found 
• 'in situ' and fixE'd. .'1 tht" floor, sometimes oomplete with a 

rounded brick lid. ~le cookinc pot has a short neck, wide, 

open l:louth ld th outturne>d rim shnrply rounded shallo'l'l body and 

~lmost flat, slightly curved bose. TUe base is invariably 

decorated with a variety of inoised o~ impresoed designs' grid, 



herrinc-bone ~nd criso-orosG patterns. A slight o~rinAtion 

is noticed at the shoulder of soce of the sp~cimens. The 

B~me type without sny decoration on the b~se end colled ,~. 

is still in usa in the region. The type has n number of interest­

inG variDnts, p~obably indicative of chronolo~ical developc~t, 

the basic fore remains the same, but the ch.~nees are ~rked 

by the development of the neck, often with additional features 

such as a small ridse on the shoulder and carination on the 

~o~ye Some of these variants are distinguished by a finer end 

thicker fabric and superior decorlltion: in eddi tion to -i:fonz. usual 

patterns on the base, they ~ve artio~ic desicns such es lotus 

petBl rosette, SUll, crCSCel'lt ~nd a few geometri patterns , either 

carved in lOtt relief or stamped on the shoulder, ususlly in 

8soociation with grooves or incised bands. Theoe were evidently 

not used for oooking purposes. 

Another type of cookins pot with deep round body, developed 

neck and thickened rim resembling a modern type (tpittili' J 0 rioe 

pot) oocurs less frequently in the early periods but becomes 

common, specially in grey 'Ware, in the upper levels. It appears 

to h/ilve been the prototype for a class of copper vessels. 

(Pl. C.VII ). 

The ~ predominant type is the storace jar, lorge but 

v~ryinc in size. A large number cf them 'Were found at S~lbDn 
, 

Vi~ra in complete or semi-complete condition, either fixed tn , 
the paved floor or half Suzll' in the olay floors of the oello. 

It has a deep elobular body, sliGhtly wider at the shoulder, 

with narrow mouth and rounded base. The rim is well-defined 



'. and heavy, either rounded or thickened, Dnd the body ot the 

j~r is also proportionately thicker. Some of them are plain, 

but most others hove the ususl decoration, impr~ssed p~tterns 

~t the bose in combin~t10n with horizontal grooves and b~ndB 

on tho upper body.. In rare cnses painted bands also ll4"'y be 

observed, £lnd in one C?.se there is a. prominent indented carina-­

tion on the body (Pl. C IV. b). A distinct trough like variety 

wi th rimless l1ide mouth is also noticed(Pl. c..\V.~). 

Another co~~on type is represented by spouted veszele, 

vesas, lot~s end water jers of varyi~ slwpes ~nd sizes. A 

double spouted pot, with one spout broken and mieaina, closely 

rE'sl'mbleo a type found in P5herpur. 'fue other forms of Nainilmati 

pottery include "TAter pitchers with lo~. developed nC'oko end 

crooved and thickaned rims, almost identioal with the modern 

tspo, vases and G~all j~rs, dishes, bowls, lids sprinklers with 
I 

slender, lone. ornOlmental necks pnd oil lamps with small selucer-

s~ped bodies.but without lips. These lamps were found in 

large numbers, of ton heaped on the floor or stored inside j~rs 

in the celle, either separately or fitted with long ornClmental 

stands, While separate stands were also fo~d. 

tii th the decrease in nUl:lber ot the pinld.sh pottery in 

the upper levels, there is a marked deterioration in form, 

fabric ond decoration, pClrticularly in' the lElst plk..,se whtln it 

was larGely r<?pbced by 0 grey pottery with distinct features;­

~is new '"lare is alcost without any decoration except grooves 

and ridges. It has a fine-textured, well-fired, fabric, 

socewhat, thicker then the red ware, end the forms are charaoterized 

J.. 



by a deo!, and round body, end a smooth and polished surface. 

It hps well-defin~d ~nd d~vGloped feRtures such as rims, necks 
i. 

E'nd ~=lfles; it is de-finitoJ.y more utlit~ri8n th~n l'r'Ustio in 
1\ 

form. styl~ and purpooe. T'.ae fOl'tlS include globulClr cooTd.~ 

pots, tv~ter pi tcherlil, cups and bowls \oli th d~ep bodies, spouted 

pots, vases and jugs with thin lons, orn~mental necks resembling 

mod~rn sur~his (water flamka).~and miniature pots of' different 

sh."1pos. 

~.ae V~inam~ti pottery, like t~t of pebhrpur. is of 

ordinary houaehold type and no doubt reflects the unootentations 

t:lonrwtic life. It is less rich f'nd veried in form and style 

than what is generally expected to be found in a settlement 

site. Most of the specimens recorded below Were found 'in situ' 

in the cells at Saloon Vibiira. some in large concentrations 

and in a ~~er which suggests that thoDe cells were used 8S 

store room for pottery. A number of bronze and coppor vensels 

were recov<.>red which res'amble some of the forms of' the pin1d.sh 

and grey pottery, thus indicating that they were oopied from 

pottery prototypes. 

CZ'tt!'llo{jue. (1) Red-~I~re. 

E 1. Shnllow cookir..') pot, complete with lo.rge ring­

knobbed lid. From cell 1, Period III, Salben Vibara,. 1955. 
It has a short neok, wide open· mouth with broad, out turned rim, 

sht'lrply rounded body and slightly curvod base decora,ted with 

impressed grid pattern. There is a sli~ht carination on the body. 
( \'I. C'VI. d.) 
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E 2. Shnllo11 eooldm pot, sioilar, containing a ltlrge 

n~ber of earthen ware oil lamps. Froe ~ell 6, Period III, 

S5lban Vinara, 1955. 

I E fh 

to l1o.E 1. 

" '.' ,'.'. 

Shc"111~~l cool:inr: pot, eOt:lplote with lid, similBl" 

From oell 16, Period IV, Salbnn V1h3ra, 1957. 

E 4-5. '1\10 slml1o.~ cookinr;' pots, similar, tound tin D1tu' 

pl:,oed upoid0 dot-In one upon the other. From oell 96, Period ~ y) 
Salban Vihl\,ra. 1967. ,Except usual decoration on the, base fIlld 

a bnnd ot two relief lines on the shoulder, p1nin( ?IS. XVI, (!,,,. ~ 

E 6-9. Shallo~"I cookin{; pots, variant I; similar but with 

a slight ridge or cordon at the shoulder, thicker tabrio end 

sltghtly deeper body. From cells 91, 89 (t~o) and 97 rospectively, 

the first three from Period IV and the last, Period V, Salban 

Viha:ba, 1967., 

E 10-11. She> 1101"1 pots t varient II , with similar body 

but pronounced, long straight neck and oar:in8tion on the body; 

usuel decoration on the base; the second has a broad border ot , 
harring-bone ci.c!lien. From cells 85 and 93, Periods IV and V 

respectively, S51ban Villars, 1967. 

E 12. ' Sh~l1ow potf, vnl'ient III, similar but with de~per 

~nd enu~lal' body, n~r.rower mouth end with additional deooration 

of lotus petal design in lot"l relief on the shoulder. From 

cell 97 t Period V, salbon V1h~ra, 1967. I " 



E 13. Shl'l-llet'1 'Pot, similar to E 1-5. but with an interest­

ing feature Ilt the bQ.se. From Period III. of the m02l(lstery, 

S5'lbon ViM"rtl.. 1964. The centre of the bl'l-se bes !~vfJ perforations 

within a cylindrical rine. Its purpose is not kno~~. but in 

aIL.'\loCY to modern UOOCe, it tnIly have been Ulled for oookine by 

steam. 

E 14. Stor~G~ j~rt large, with round. globular body 

developjod neck end slightly a".rerted thick rim; plain (Pl. C.III."). 

From cell 90. Period III, Sdlban Vihara, 1967. Excellently 

pre~$rv(ld. • 

E. 15. Storaje je>r, shnpe and size similar but with 

slightly wider shoulder, rounded and grooved rim. ~nd with 

icpresced decoration on the bBlly end crooved banda on the 

shoulder (Pl. e Ill. G\ ). !Illese tl'lO patternn must reflect the 

~tterna on the wooden paddles used during the beatine of the 

pot. From oell .36, Padod IV, S51ban VilW.ra. 1964. Preservation 

excellent. 

E 16. storc>ce j~r, simil~r sh.~pe and size with prominent 

carination of indented rope pattern on the body tI·nd inoised 

b.:>nds on the shOUlder (Pl. c..1V. b). ~m cell 93. Period V, 

Salben Vih8ra, 1967. , ' Neck broken and miosinc. 

E. 17. Stor9;,,:e jl'r, rim leo a t open-mouthed, with wider 

shoulder end impressed grid p~ttern allover the body; the 

shapo io troueh like (Pl. ~IV.~). From c~ll84t Period III, 

S~ban V~ra, 1967. In excellent condition. 



E 18. HotE'r pitcher, medium eized, with d~elop4:td, long 

neck and out turned rim. l From SiiTb,:~n Vihara., 195'{. Damaged 

but reotored. It is plain with only incised lx~ndE on the neok. 

E. 19. fJntc>!'" pitchp.r (or j!lr ?), brge, itdth similar 

neck and rim, but slightly wider Dud 3Do~ar at the shoulder 

l1hich hEla a painted bOllld. From cell 92. Period IV, 6al.ban V1h8ra, 

1967. Lower part broken and missing. 

~r. 20-21. F.(~c1~s of '!-m.ter nitch€'rs, large, with similar 

necks"r1ms as No.E 18i decoratE'd with incised 'b."lnds on the 

shculder. From cell 75. Period V and cell 83, Period III, 

S~lban VihEra. 1967. 

E 22. ~tE'd po!. with round ·oody. angulnr at the 

shoulder. end with neck end rim sim11~r to No.E 21. ~e spout 

is short and roundish, attached to the shoulder which has a 

painted band. From cell 53. Period IV, salban Vibara, 1964. 
Lower part missing. 

E 23. SnontE'd lot~ (vase). globular, with similar neck 
• 

1r..lt plain thickened rim; ::;imilar spout on should.er.· From oell 

56, Period IV, salben Vihara, 1964. liell preserved. 

E 24-26. Vases ~;ith slightly curved flat be).!e lind loncr 

s'~raight neck, showing int~resting stttgea of developc\l:~nt of 

forms. From cell 3), Period III. and cells 94 and 90, Pniod V, 

Silban Vihara. 

1. Third Ph~ (Main~~ti) 1 Fie. on p.18. 
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E 27. Orzv'r.tE'ntal vast', wi th narrow flat base. fluted 

body £Ind lol'lG, narrow neck, From mon(1otery courtyard, Period 

III, Salban Vihara 1967. Upper part of neck m1GS~. 

E 28. l.ot[::.(l'blution pot), tlIr.all, rO'tU'ldish with prominent 
• 

ring base and developed hi~h neck vith rounded rims shallow 

fluted bends on the body. From cell 86, Period IV, Salb9n 

Vib:nra, 1967. E:tceUently preserved.{Pl. c..v/. c..). 

E 29. ~ing pot (r~til~ for rice ,7), squat, globulAr, 

~ith slightly enu~lar shoulder, narrow r.touth and rounded rim; 

tho base has the usual grid pattern. From cell 55, Period III, 
Silben Vihara, 1964. 

E 30. Globull'r po!, similar es above. with grid pattern 

on the base; rim broken.
l 

From Sa1ban Vi~ra, 1957 • 
. ;, . 

E 31. Sr.t~ll pot, with aneulBr body, sharply pointed base, 
wel1-developed, long neok ~nd roundod rim, From oell 90, 
Pariod III, Salb.9n Vihl'ra, 1967. In goodoondition(rl. eVI· b ). 

E 32. Small t-1v.tel' .j<"'r (sul'iihi), wi th roundE'td body, 

n.."rrO~1 fla.t bace find lone. thin, orn.$montnl neck. From oentral 

shrine area, S5lban Vihar~. 1967. Tho form resembles the 

t~ioal sur~his of modern days. 

E 33. Drinkin;; r.oblE"t, small, \-lith wide, anculer body, 

n.."rrow ring-bo.se, lone, nr~l'l'OW nE"ck o:ud s1iChtly flarin~ mouth 

wi th rounded rim;2 deoorat<>d 111 th incised horizontal lin£'o (Ill 

1. r.kdn"'r.l"ti~ 1963. illuztroi;(>d on p.36. bottom row. 1be 
otk'111E'r pot ~,"c f'oUl~d vii th rOtalded brick lid. 

2. 'lUiI'd Ph.:'loe (r1lain('r;k'" t1). p.17. 
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pver the body. From S81~n Vlhpra, 1957. In euod condltion. 

The sb..'lpe 10 almoet Identical wl th a lIlodem t~ tound in the 
local 1 ty. " . , 

E 34. ~inkiM turnbl£, ritUess, with etra1~ht bod,. 

end flat 'base. From cell 74, Period. IV, Silban V1hi.ra, 1965. 
Slightly broken. 

E 35. Shallow dish with wide, expanded rim, almost 

identicRl with a m~dom form (sank!) found In the countr,. .1d •• 
From cell 18, Period IV, Salban Vih8ra. 1957. 

E 36-37. S.rr1nkhh,s; both similar and having eiegNlt 

elliptica,l bod.ies with ring bases and ornamental long, narrow 

necks. !lila neck has a wide e:z:temal ledge below the rimless, 

pointed mouth; deoorated wit~ ~~i8ed.bands. From 0411118 53 
and 94 respeotively, Period IV, Sa~ban Vi~ra. 1964 end 1967. 

E 38-.40. !a.!:!-l1enl·mrf> 011 lamps, SAueer type. On. is 

plain, rimless, and rare; the middle example with lips i8 ~lso 

ver,. rare; the, other represents the usual type w1 thout lip. 

jll from Perlod III, cells 36, 31 and 51, Silban Vlhira, 1964. 

E 41-43. Oil lamps w1.th om~mental stNlds (Pl. Co v.b). 

~a d~cOr~tion of one of the stands 1s 1nterssting, it has an 

~12.~-~.i1il type ol'l'lArnel1tal top. Oue or the lamps abo luts 

Q sho~, h~ndl~ faahio~ed like a birds head. TWo from the 
monastery courtyard, Period III, and the third one on the right 

is from cell 50, Period IV. Silben V1h!ra. 



(11) Grey-Hare 

E 44. Grey jar. m~dium-sized, with ellipticAl body, flat 
base and rim19sD mouth, deoorated with fluted ~nd. on the 

shoulne~. Fr~m the upper level, Silban Vibara, 1957. 

JO,.,.... 
E 45. Spouted Grey veauel with brok~n neck. TheA1ndioat~. 

that it was 8 characteristic sprinkler. The spout 18 prominent 

with a broad ledge round the mouth. From 0&11 55. Period IV, 
Salban Vihara 1964. Broken but rl'storf'd. 

E 46. Grey spout~d pot with globular body, flat bene 

and ornement91 shoulder, neck end riml the spout is missing. 

From the courtyard, Period IV, S§lban V1~rn, 1967. The superior 

fabrio snd workmanship of the piece are apparent even from 

the photograph. '!'he elul.pe is peouliar; a prominent cordon at 
the joint of the shoulder end body makes the bellra.ha12ed upper 

ornamental part 8 separate unit. 
• 0 o , 

~is ~essel is one of a somewhat perp!exing clsaB, found 

in the OaJ18ee valley end Eastel'!l Indil", and shBring fetttures 

with both the sprinklers on the one h~dt ~nd the ~qq~ on 

the other. There seems good reason to believe that they had 

some fUnction akin to the huqqa, although-they long antedate 

the arrival ot tobacco. 

E 47. Spout~d grey lot; (ablution pot). small neck end 
• 

rim missing; s~pe similer to No.E 23. From SilbAn Vih8re, 1957. 
o 

The body is deoorated with slightly flut~db~nd8. 
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E 48. Grey V~~e, with flut~d body and long, n~rrow neck. 

almost identical in s~pe with No.E 27. From salb~n Vi~rn. 

1957. The neok and ri~ are missing. 

E 49. grey w~ter jor (surnhi) small, s~pe ~lmost identi-
l 

col with t~~t of No.E 32, but the b~ •• is round. From Solbon 

Vihirn, 1957. (Ma~t1. p.~) 

E 50. Or~y pot, tiny, with point~d base, identioal in 

shape with No.E 31. In good oondition. 

E 51. P~dest~l-footed creyvpse, l~rge, with verticslly 

fluted body, wide open mouth end broed, expanded rim, the toot 

ot the pedestal widens into a larce ring b~se, ond there ere 

inoised bands on the rim. From oell 3, Silban Vih8re. 1956. 

E 52. Orey bOlll, with deep body, rimless. From Si.l'ban 

Vihara. 1957. Broken, but restored. 

F. Misoellaneous Objeots 

Besides the ditferent olasses ot material listed, the 

excavations yielded a number ot other objects whioh are e~lly 

interesting and import!!lnt in our study and deserve e.t least 

7 a mention. We shall ::QQioI briefiy noticE! a seleotion ot them. 
I 

~i;- material inolud(:'s both obje::ts d 'art lind eMielt's of "ery-

day use in metal, stone. terr9dotts. bone and shell, ranging 
IN 

trom relio caskets and ~old~ oilver ornaments to grin~ 

stones and gamine discs. The majority ot the objeots however 
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are of ~n ordin~ryc chvroct~r, in keepinc with the nature of 

the site. They supply volUDble inforrn~t1on about the lite 

and 8chievem~nts of the monks ~nd elso of the loity who visited 

them, ond thus lPO= , J ~( ;:loorroboratt... rJ#')'the evidenoe ot the 
'. ..J 

inscriptions, ooina end sculpture • • 

Cotelorrue. (i) ftetal objectsl 

11' 1. Bronze relic c~sk~t. From oell 115, Period V, 

Si\lbnn V1h.~ra, 1955. It wes found iMide a niche 8sGoo1eted 

with the lote phose, but on stylistic erounds th~re is hvrdly 
~ 

I.'IDY doubt that the onskt-t ~ from E'n early period, probably 

Period III. 

The casket, 5:1/4 inohen hieh, 10 in the shape o! N1 

elliptical VaGe, ~leg8nt 9nd well proportioned, with 8 rinc 

base ,end long narrow neck. It was originally fitted with a 

bronze stopper, the decayed remains of tyhich oould not be restored. 

The oasket itself is in excellent oondition. The rim 1s 

serrated, end there is a ridge at the shoulder, below which 

are three rings for suspension • 

11' 2-3. llrass cooki~ pots (Pl. ev" ). From oell 6), 

Period III, SftlbNl Vihl'!ra, 1964. The lE'rger pot MB a bose 

and rim simil~r to those of shallow,cooking pots (E 4-5), but 
the neok is narr~~ a~d the bod~ is deeper. The smaller pot 

is vase-shaped with loneer neck find prominent shoulder. 

!t' 
11'.,4:. Spouted brass pot, With deep, almost cyl1ndric81 

body (I'l. c.vtn). It has a flatb8se, lone, narrow neok and 

. . 
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flared mouth; the rim is plain and thin, but it h8s a prominent 

external ledge. The hook-shaped spout is comparatively amBll, 

and there are £luted bands on the neok. From oell 36, Period III, 
~ 

SAlban Vihira, 1964. In ~ood condition. It wODA~l~h another 

brass pot. 

p 5. BresD l~dle, large, ~ith d.ep body and long handle,~ 

partly missing. From cell 49, Period IV, S$lb8n V1hlira, 1964. 

F 6-10. Five copper bOl-rls. eimib.r in shape to No.lI: 52, 

with slightly thiokened rim. Found together on a floor ot 
cell 46, Period III, Ss~b8n Vihara. 1964. 

P 11-16. Six br~es dishes (th~liB), tound together in a 

corner. li'rom cell 90, Period IV, Silblln Vihira, 1967. 

F 17. Br~BB pot, squat, globular, medium simed. !bund 

together with four copper-plates (Nos.A 8-11) in the paaBsge ot 
the cella at Charpatra Mura in 1956. !he shape resembles the 

earthenware globular (rioe) pots. Neck end rim damaged. It 
was recorded as a Telio casket without any reason being .tated. 

F 18-19. Bronze replicas of votive stupps, small, identi­

cal in shape and size with the clay votive .tupas. From cells 

20 and 46 respectively, Period III, SSlban VihBra, 1963 and 
1964. 1'lell-preserved~p1. c.-V/· a.). 

l' 20-22. Three bronze leaves of the !loka or Bodhl tree J 

one partly damaged. li'rom cells !'>9 end 82. Period III, salban 

Vihira, 1964 and 1965 respeotively. 
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F 23-29. Sev~n bronz~ b~lls, tiny, one from cell 61 and 

a Group of six from c~ll 90, P~riod III, S~lb~n Vih~rA, 1965 

and 1967 respectively. 

F 30 •• Iron n~ils, with l~rGe circul~r h~~d, oft~n missinc. 

~nd round or squ~re-s~p~d body. There Dre too ~y to be 

r~corded individually. They were recovered in Greater number 

from the upper levels, mostly near the doorw~ys. and 8 few 

were found 'in situ' fixed on the decayed remPins of wooden 
doors. 

F 31. Iron cutter (~). curved long knite repreDenting 

1ihh,:biquitous working tool find weapon ot Beng81 (Pl. <!-IX ). 

"I'~'fG still in use and there has not been eny chl'Inee in its 

shape utility or popularity. The illustrated piece C4me from 

cell 97, Period V, S~l~n Vi~ra, 1967. 

F 32. Iron l:fllrJ:fe complE'te ,>Ii th h.<>n,dle. From cell 76, 

Period III, S31ban Vi~ra, 1961. It ir~epresent9tive ot the 

general type found in different levels ot the excavations. 

F 33-34. 'l't'10 iron fixes. From cells 66 end 92, Period III, 

Salban Vihara. Corroded but well preserved. 

F 35. Iron chicel. From cell 78, Period III, Sa~ban 

Vihara, 1965. In cood oondition. 

(11) Orn"mE'nts 

F 36. Six Gold eprrincs, tound with the coins ot Hoard I. 

From cell 13, Period III, Siilban V1hiire, 1956( Pi. xxIx.!'). 



F 37. T~n GoldrinGE, 
l 

beine PUt on a larger ring. 

F 38-39. Tt10 Gold tin'jpr rint;s. From cells 6 find 92. 
Period IV, S8l~n Viha~a. No details aV8il~ble. 

F 40. Bronze finler riM. plain. From oell 70, Period 

IV, S§lban Vihira, 1965. 

F 41. Bronze Mrring. plain. From cell 9<), Period V, 

Balben Vih8~&, 1967. 

F 42. Bronze I>end~nt. From cell 84, Period III. Siilban 

Villara, 1967. 
, , 

F43. Gold b~ncles, two pieces. one plain. end the other 

deoorated with a relief 1'011 pattern, trom cell 29. Period III, 

salban Vihira. 1963. 

p 44-45- ~o bronze b~nalee, one decorated with a beaded 

line in the centre. From oells 37 and 46, Period III, Sa~ban 

Vihilra, 1964. 

F46. S~mi-precious stone beads, too many to be individually 

recorded. 

F41. Terr~cottp bende, ot different shapes and slze •• 

they were recovered from all levels of the eX08vationa in 

considerable number. 



", ,f'ra t~~,~r~HrlJ\~re\~i~hfr.. r~un~.I?r\~q~r~\~n,.~fft1~P:" !theee " 

, . , , ,Ppj~?f~ ~'frf tp~~ J~, l~r~f\ ~';llI1b~r, . ~~!rri~~~~\ il~~o~iRted with 
hounehol~_potter.r end utensils. 

F 49. Brick lids £lnd covero, out, rubbed or rounded intq 

suitable shepes. round, ovaloI' boat-ahapedr they aeem to have 

been a popular substitute tor pottery lids. 

F 50. ~rrnootta dnbber, tound inside an iron vElse in 

cell 56, Period III S§1bon V1h5re. The neok 111 decorated with 

.~ bonds ot inoised dots. The pxnmple is representative ot the 

uaual type recovered trom Sa~ban VihAra and Kut11i lura. - \ ~ . 
F 51. Crucible, damaged. -. Prom cell '80', Period III, 

Sa1ban Vih~ra, 1965. - - -

F 52. Tel'rtlcottn model of fl conch shell. From cell I, 

Period III, Sii1bDn Vil18!,s, 1955. 

F 53. II piece of GlEIss, tra.ementary. From cell 93, 
Period V, S51ban Vihirs, 1961. This is the only piece found in 

the excavations ~nd appeers to have been brought from outside, 
, .... ' .. 

probably by ~ Arab trEiders •. 

F 54. Pieces of fosoil wood, 80me worked (there are a 

few knives of this material). Fbssil wood is tound allover the 
. -' , 

Ea1n8mqti area. 
. -

, i 

-, F 55. ~, deoa.yed end charred. Prom oell 96, Period V. 

Sa1~n V1hnra, 1961. • 
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CHAPTER V 

STUDIES IN THE HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY OP SOUTH-EAST BENGAL 

In the previous ohPpters we have glv~n soce ide~ of the 

we~lth of the rec~ntly discovered material from South-~st 

Deneol, end the possibility of ito ~king a ucetul contribution 

to the study of the history flnd chronology of thin region. Of 

speoial int~rest in this respect are the epi~phical recorda 

and coins which we h8ve de?lt with in the appendices. Most ot 

them are ~s yet incocpletely decipher~d ~nd unpublished, but 

they hav(> already yielded enough information to I!l{\Ke pOGoible 

a new recon~truction. Their most siGniflc~nt oontribution se~ms 

to b~ in the earlier periods, during the rule of the KhP~~o. 

Rates ~nd ~rticul~rly Early Devos ot whom we ~d hitherto no 

inform!'ltion at all. It goes1'iithotit saying thclt fI s~t1sftlctor;r 

discussion of these periods must await full deoipherment of 

I the records. ~li th the rect'nt publication ot thE' Chandrco find ; ., i 
PB'la records ~le are in a b~tter position to discuss these two 

periods •. :tn this chapter'we intend to deal with only certain 
I 

speoific problems of the histor~hronolo~ otSouth-~st 

D<?ne;al. All Qt1Uiki69 h~storical faU,I;e.J8!':' of th. reogion ia 

given with the list ot inscriptions in Append1% A. 
, ' 

A. History llnd chronolo;y; oti,the Ch,,'ntlr,lfjr 
, j \ .' 

~ . 

i 

, The significance ~t the recent disQoveries of Ch~ndrn epigraphs ! 
-', r 
in Maintlmati t DaoCfD and.t'Sylhet calbnot be ~veor emphclsisl"d. Bt't'orE' f' 

these discoverieS', our ~wledae';:$bout tli,:i.f:\. d3rwsty end its genElt'llogy ~; 
... II,' . j I ,. ::.. (.~ ~'. n Q..'l'\ (j'',( A:, 1''1'' '6 'It _ ~) t7 ) h· J~ I ~ P . 

I 
\ 
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was both incomplete snd uncertain, end nothins d.r1n1te was 

known about their position or their relations with their neigh­

bours. The information supplied by the earlier disoovered 

epieraphs has now been ad8qu3t~ly supplemented by theDe new 

recorda. They ~ive us an apparently complete genealogy ot 
f\ 

the jyn~sty. valuable information ebout th. charaoter ~nd attaiments • 
of individual k1llL~. and a dotniled account of the1rmllitary 

exploits Elnd otheX' acti·/iUes. ~ey also provid" incidental 

information about the soc1nl, political end religious oonditions 

of their 1dngdot! ".i th a richness of detail not hi thano available. 

In many respeots these records are oomparable with those ot 
the P3les, their counterparts in North Bengal, and the history 

of South-East BongDl during this period i8 ooming to be equally 

well-documented. \~.\ 

The generalitios of the recorda m9y be summed up 88 tollows. 

All the Chandra plates be~r en identioal seal at the top described 

in the inscrlptionB as DlwrmacE'kr~-mudra and re~resent.d by 

the wheel of the Law f~anked by two eeat9d deer. Allot them 
I _ , _ 

were issued from Sri V1kram~pura styled Srim~j-j~~ak~ndh~vAra 

(C~mp of Victory), identified with the locality of the same 

'name in the Dacc~ district. ~is was evid~ntlyth. Chpndra 

IcaPi tal from t~('I time of Sr1chandra to Qovindachendra. :Bu.t 
i'frot! the reference to the family as tRohit"561ribhujilm-vf!in~a.l 
I 

'it is generally inferred that dur12lg an earlier phM;e. presumably 

before Trailokya-chandrats time, Rohitagiri was their capital. 

~e identity Qt this place is at present uncertain. nor do we 

have any def'ini te knowledge about the origin or the d;vnnsty. 

, 
.. 
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TWo peculiarities ot the records should be noted. The 

gene~locy ~nd eulo6Y portionsot the inscriptions in verse give 

the details of the listed kings but not their titles. In the 

Elhorter prose portion e.t the end, only tt-IO rulere are mentioned. 

the roiGning r~~who is given the full imperial titles ot 
I 

P(\r(lrneSVClr~,. ppr~rn~bh~tt?r(\r~ end nn~r~j~dhi~j~, 
• i 

and his 

iLlmediate predecessor who 1s givrn onlY' the title ot MElh."irf\jtidhirlija. 
~p 

The image inscriptions refer to the reiening king but do not 

give!' ltny title atel1. As rl"cards thE' other peculiarity, we I ,. _ 
quota from Dani ~ "In thg inscriptiona of. Sriclulndra the ancestry 

is traced from ~nohandra. in t~t (D~~c& pl~te) ot his son 

XtllyaJ,lE'.ohandl't", it is traced from Sttvar~lt~clu>ndra. I\nd in those 

of Le,gahE'cht>..ndra it is done from 'l'rollo~ohandra. end t1.nEtlly 
, -

in tlul.t of Govind.e.cht>ndrAwe get on.1.;V trom Sriohandra. Thill 

praotiot> S1lCG'ElE-;'hl ~hat the ear11er histcry ot the Chandras l118y 

be obtain~d. it we could recover the recorda ot Trailo~chandra 
and ot his pred~o~Asors".l 

The Chandra insoriptions are dated only in regnal ye(lrB, 
. , 

this does not help much inpl~c1ng them ~reoi8ely. Jbrt~tely, 

~e ~\ve some help £rom oth~r sources. ~. date and chronoloey 

ot thE> Chandras are based primarily on a tewprecisely dl'lt(lble 

historical synchronisms f ::lnd eecondarily on the 6onsid.eration 

of pa1aeoocrraphy Of.' the~r inscription::.: A com~~t1ve study ot . , 

the palaeosraphy was made 'by R.D. :s."neorji who dahd this period 
---r ~ 1 

from the b~cinning of I t.he lOth to the middltt of thE' 11th o.,ntur1es 
"l-

A.D. 'lhis and oth~r 

• 
\ \ I 

I \ \ . , 
1" . , 

: ... . , 
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corroborative evidenoe .• 

All the Chnndra.inooriptionsl were tound in South-Enst 

Beneal and the lpnds granted by theee charters were, likewi8., 

situated in t~region, the looation ot these plots ot lend 
• 

in Vikramapura and other P<'rte of Vabga. in Samatala end 
, -
Srlhatta mandala provide&corroboration to the evidenoe regarding . . . .. 
the extent of the Chandra kingdom. 

~e complete genealogy of the Chandra kings together 

wi th their consorts and lencth of 1ndlvld~l %'eigne in the order 

of sucoession as recorded in the epigraphs, 18 given belowl 

1. Piirz},a-chandra - -
2. Suvar:J;l.a-chandra - -
3. T.rai10kya-chendra • sri-xanolwna (RiimPlll 

plate) or Sri-~noh1ki -(Sylhet plate) 
I _ 

sri-vornna (Dacca 4. Sri-chandra • 46 years 
plate) 00 (Maapapur plate) 

5. ICaly'ana-chandra • Iral~l,l8-devr 24 yeers 
0 

(Main~mati plates, (Dacca plate) 
Nos.36, )7) 

6. La~aha-chandra • SaublWgya-dev1 . 18 yetlrs 
(r.ain~mat1 plate, (~r~lln Ima6e-
No.39) ins cription) 

7. Govinda-chandra - 23 yeers 
(ra1kpt\~ Itll\B~ 
inscription) 

1. A list ot insoriptions is given in Appendix A, rIo ~/4ff. 
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No member of the family fiNer Govind~chandra is know" • 

Even so" we have an uninterrupted sucoession of seven generations ~ 

of Chandra rulers the last four of which ruled for at le~st 111 

years. Fbr the history end ohronolosy ot this period, compl.x 

but well-documented, we wve a recent study by Prot. A.n. Dani.l 

!t'h1s has appeAred since we wrot. our Ot-m first aooount. W. 

agree w1th2 almost all his views and conolusions based 8S they 
1 2 

are on a critical e~o1nation of all the available material. 

In the following discussion, therefore, we quote extensively 

from him. 

The earliest known kine of the dynasty is PUrtJ.eolwndra. 

:But as indicated above, hEt may not be regarded as the founder. 

for tha line may have started a generation or more earlier. He 

was however no ordinary person. ~e R5m~l plate states that 

he W03 well-tamed and in possession ot immense fortune. "(liis 
name) wos mentioned on the tootstools of images, first among 

those ·t'1ho possess ot!: sprinz , • and in novel pcmegyrics encraved 

by chis0\ on pillars ot viotory and eopper plates".) The Sylhot 

plate added that his 'shameless 6nemiee took shelter under the 

strange umbrella formed by the dust raised by his army'. From 

these referenoes Dani infers quite It"r;i timotely that ~clumd!'a 

ini tie'tod wa.rs or conquest and achi(?ved aome lo.nrela ot Victory 

over his enemies. Not muoh 10 known about his eon and successor. 

Su.,.a~echt!ndra, who is remembered by his desoendants mainly tor 

his 'unblemished golden character.. His aienificant epithet 

1. Pak. Arch., No.3, ppe22 ft. 

2. tie hOt1ever -: do not llocept his Viel's rega~ding lWrikela 
end the Mainamati ooins for reasono explained later. 
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'R~uddhph' undoubtedly indioates his religions predileotion • 
• 

It does not necessarily imply that the family adopted Buddhism 

only from his time. 

It waB, however, the third ruler, Tr~ilo~chandra, who 

laid the real foundation of the greatness ot the ~sty. ~. 

newly discovered inscriptions add interesting information 

rec~rding his milltery and political aotivities. W. have the 

tollowinc detail from the Main~mati plates ot ~~haohandr&. 

"The king, owing to his sole le~dership over the world. 

was known as Trailokyachandr& .... (He was) the .crest-.1ewel 

of Vabga' which was full of prosperity ~nd ri~ing into 
1 prominence". . 

From the Rau:p'al plate2 we learn tlwt h. 'wPs flS Clorious 

~s Indra and convers<'Int .T1th the science ot pOlity! His authority 

w~s t>cknowledged by all and he became king in the 'Dvlpn t (island) 

to which is joined (the~ord) 'Chendra'. In other words, h. 

'became king in Ch8ndradvlpa. !Ibis record further informs us 

in a ~etaphorical phrase of somewhat oontroversial interpret&­

tion tht>t Tralloky9ch.'lndra t s kincdom included ~rikela. the 

well-known prinoipality of South-ERst Dengal. The Sylhet plate 

~t Srlohandr~ says that he t extinguished the tire of his 

enemies in battle'. WbPt appears to be the most sicniticnnt 

information supplied by this pl~te rel!'ltes to his conquest ot 
S~ml\ta~a,. 'ilie p.."ISS!!Ce does not Deem to have been properly 

understood and tr~nsl?t~d by its ~ditor~ We reproduoe the 
4 5-tE'xt and trElnslation bdows 

1. 

2. 

All the quotations in this chapter are taken verbntim from 
the editor's translation. . /. 4 . 
D. t pp.l ff. -
Bh~tt~s~li Vol, pp.166 ff. 4'. l2!£., pp.i11-8, 183. 
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K?irodP"ntVU - Devl1p(lrvv(\t~ ill Sril!ltlttl'detatpuram ~ 

~G~ntuj~nl'sye Viompy£rncl'h RPmbojtlvprtt~dbhut~ih 7 
. . . 
Ul:lpmbl vElnematrav~.t1kn~a.te il'-flnviD;ya. s 1ddMUBlIdh1 v;yfllilra 

I 
\t..' I 1tih~ ~rut;s • Sl'mat(\tannirjjit~'~ saini~i~ 

• 

"In consequence of the strange news of KRmboja, the new 

comers to t.fits illuo~·capital. like the v~nere.ble mountain w..:.e.£ 
,(i.e., ~'HHI't",t!(;'nd5r('lQ in the wsters of the ~irodii (Sea) were ~ 

-r;;~. 
C'~~ struck with feelings of wonder, whose Goldiers conquered Samatata 

where was situated the forest of L5lamv1 traditionally soid 

to have been filled with sure medio1~1 herbs sought tor by 

hundreds of pe't"Sons suffer~ from the morbid affeotion of the 

nervous system". 
;i,A. ~~t~(l ! 

• 

The meaning wss p<'1rtly restored by Dani, but he too missed 

the geogrophical'refereneea l 

Tr,dlokyaohllndra "whose soldiers conquer~d Samatata, 
• 

where was (situated) ~l(\mb! furest well-known for well-tried 

medicinal herbs,sought for by hundreds of persons Duffering 

from Vl'itikA (morbid disease), (find where) was this glorious 

(eEl.pital) city (standing) like a Devfl-P<lrvflta (venerable mountain) 

in the waters of the ~ea. where the n~w-oomers were filled 

with wonder at the strange ne~ of the Kamboj&s". 

He have no doubt th~t the geograph1oa.l n."Imea mentioned 

in the verse do not c~ll for any tranDl~tion. lCslroda and 
• 

!Ievap1'lI'V<1ta, wlu>tev~r llWy be their origin~l meanings, are 

1. Pel<:. Arch. No.3. p.3l. 



proper names end cannot be taken in ~ other way in that 

conte~t. We, therefor~. propose the following modification 
of D~i.s translations 

..... Samata~8. t1here was (situated) Uilarnbl forest well 

known for well-tried med1cin~1 herbs 0_. (end where) was 

(standing) this glorious (capital) city ot Devaporvata sur­

rounded by the waters ot the (river) ~~rodi, •••• " 

There can be no doubt that this Samatatq capital was 
• 

the seme city of Deva~rvata surrounded by the holy river 

Ksrrod~ which is referred to as the capital of the Rates, 
• 

and Ehrly-Devas; it is e18borat~ly deacribed in the Kailan 
, - - 1 pla.te of Sriclharana Rata and the ~inllmati and Calcutta plates 

2' - . 
ot :Bhavadeva. The river lCt;1irod;; has been identified by 

:Bhattasal1 with the mode-rn, Xhirii.3 a small branch of thE! Gllmti. 

which surrounds the ancit"nt mound or Chafl.{1-Mura. in the Lal.ui91 

ridee. Dani su(;gests that the present name of LSlmii may be 

a survival of the old term 'L~ll'lmvl t ) and this Idtmtification is 

beyoud question. 

~J!4. \A~ vv""{ ! 
Froin this verse '1-18 also learn that Ti'allokyachsndra 

was the first ehandra kin8 to conquer Sema.tata and tlwt 
• J 

Deva.parvata, its oapi tal city, had not diminished in glory. 

1. ~ XXIII, pp.22l ft. 

Th~ ~~in~mati plpte of Bhavcdev~ 1s 'not yet published. 
It J8 briefly noticed in oh."pter IV, No.A 4. lfp.147. 
FOr~alcutta plate of Bhavadeva see JAS:B r letters, Vol. 
XVII, pp.83 tf. ) 

IRg. XXII, pp.167 ft. 

-, 

., 
j 



'-

257, 

It was evidently made available to 'the new-oomers with the 

strange news of the Kambojas', but their identity or relation­

ship with the ChDndras ruls not been revealed. It is howefer 

olear that nai ther this kingdom nor its cap1 tal c1 ty could hav. 

been the origi~l home of the Cbandraa. 

In the light of this new intormation, Bhattasal1's 
~ - 1 identification of Rohit~Giri with Lelmai can no longer b. 

maintained. 

Trailokyachandrats successful career ot conquests in 

the VaDga-Samata~a regions ~reated 8 political condition in 

,..rhich e direct confrontation with the rulers of North :Bencal 

was inevitable. We have a reference to such a conflict in 

the Dacoa plate of Kalyal?B-chE'..ndral 

"If (he) had hot seen in folded hands the tallen crest 

jewel of the Gau~s. he would have plaoed the noose in 

the form of hard ohains round (his enemy's) feet. It 

(the enemy) had not tallen prostrate all of 8 sudden 

on the ground in salutation (or submission), he would 

h..we put (him) down immediatelY:;,pi his cruel aword 
raised high upn.2 

In continuation, a second verse in the plate adds the 

following infoI'll\Eltion. which is clearlY ~ hypt'rbol1c but IIlAY 

not be without some significance: 

1. Bhatt~sali. !conoGr~phy, pp.IO-ll, IllQ, III, p.418. 

2. Pak. Arch, No.3, pp.30-31. 
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"Drinking nice cO~GUlpted milk out of curiosity in 

villages ensconc~d ~midst black hills and drinking 

(waters of) the rivera tunnelling throueh the forest 
. . 

on the pl~teaus cirdline th~ Vindhya. hills, the army 

of this vi~tor .nterpd r~la~ amidot the noise produced 

by their Oml turnul t end the rumbling sound with which 

stones from the peak of the mountains were thrown down 

by the roaring currents of the ~verln. (v.e)l. 

These references clearly denot~ that Trnilokynchnndra 

was the king of IIarikell>, conquE'red Ch.'mdredvlpa and Sam(lta~a J 

became the sole rulE'r of Vanee, ~d a victorious contest with 

the ruler of Gauqa, and advanced sucoessfully t01.>ISrdS the Vindhyas 

end the Malaya mountains. The '~rikeln' reference no doubt 

admi ts of oontroversiEtl interpretn.tionc; but scholars generally 

regard Trailokyachandra as 8 de f~ctot if not de jure, ruler 
2 of &rikele. No doubt can reasonably be entertained cbout 

his other conquests or his success against the Gauq.a ruler whose 

identity is not clear. He may be R§jya~la (C. 908-40 A.D.), 

as suegested by Deni, or even a XDmboja king who was in possession 

of Gaug.a at that time. During the reign of Raj:lt'lpala the 

position of the Oau4a empire wos very we~k due to the suoeessful 

raids of the Ri~~rakU~a, Chandella nnd ICalachuri kings. 3 

It is in the light of these facts tlw.t Trallokyachllndra's 

exploits in further India may bo understocd. Whether suOb a 

1. :;3h.;~i;tar:t'lliVol, p.183. Pak. ~. No.3, p.32. 

2. ~., p.195. 
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Sll('epi~ claim is juotifiE'd or not, it io tf'irly 01(>(11' t11<..,t 

he had a otruecrle ne~inot the rul~rD of th~ Vindh~o, probf'bly 

the Ifr,lachuris, and ~e(linGt thoce of Y.<>ll'yct, probobly the 

R.."iQ~rC'lJcii~(ls or aome othE'r southE'rn pout>r. ~le lC<lrn from the 

£lame inscription tlwt 'the Y,mnbojl's llppe{\re-d ill hil::tory fiG • 
ef':rly CIS thE' time of Trflllokyt1ch('lndrl' ,and th .... 't thpy pC'rfomed 

aOIDe cir,nifiollnt deedc worthy of rf'oord' ~ Ch?n~(I 1nr:~;pi,thn 

prenttr:lf'bly b~couse the-y involvE'd in oome woy or 6ther th!t 
1 Chf'ndrn kine or his ki~dom. ~le avail~blE' inforID<'tion leaves 

no room for doubt throt 1-,hile th(> pOWE'r C'nd prostie(> of the 

Chandra a in south-ELlat Benettl stetl<1ily increaot>d durinr.; thio 

period, the position of the Palos in Uorthnnd t';(>ot BE'rl{;l1l 

proGressively deterioratE-d. Uh(m conoidE.'~ed in th1E1 context, 

the phraa~,'If he bed not seen in folded hands the tallen crest 

.1e~rel of the Gaud.as' (D~ccl\ plate) seems to essume l.\ new 
• J 

me8ni~ and sig.nificence. 'Did the aau~as or s~me other king 

surrender their crest jewel?' The question must rempin un­

answered till we get further informotion. 

The power and prestige of the Chandra kingdom p.ppoal'S 

to have reached its zenith during the lone reign cf the next 
, - 2 

king, Srichftndra. }lTom his nam~l plate lfe learn thpt he brought 

the whol~ world under his supre~~cy, 'put his ~nemieo in 

prison-house Elnd made the tco.ces of the Quarters fr2leront ",1 th 

his feme'. In Govindechftndra's plate he is called 'the 

laader of the kings 6£ the earth,.3 Srlchandra'e Dhulli ~ 
) 

1. BhottastlliVol. pp.169, 183. 

2. l!!., pp.l ft. 

3. ihk. Arch. No.3, p.54. 



~ Ked~rpur ~nd Edilpur pl~t~s describ~ him ~D ~ dirrvij~yin. 

Hie Gro~t suoceDa~a in the b~ttle fields pnd the huoilioting 

defe~ts hE> inflictE'd on the kinas of GC1U~ll on one aide rnd 

tho !~echchhe kibCs of Pricjyoti~n on the oth~r hove b~~n 

elflborntt'ly describE'd in the Chnndra recorda. t·re h<,ve the 

follolling inforIDf.'tion in tht' f/:ain"llll1:lti pIp. teo of Lt>ql'hpclutndra. 

(sl·Iclu>nclro)" who m"de complete the vows t in the form 

of the oheddine of tear-drops, of the ll'dieo of the 

Lord of Pr~~jyoti~~, and m~de the blossom-like lips 

of the lodieo of the h"rem of the Geude kine empty of 

Dmile in the shapo of lotus stalk".l . 

, - , -
The oonquest of Srih,:-tt(l l!1l'ndn1tl by Sriclwnd.ra is oonfirmE'd .. .. 

by his Sylh~t pl@te which r~oords a grant of land by the ~ 

in thr~e vi~o~a of this mE'nd~l~. It is perhops no mere .. 
ooincidenoe thot we· ht'ar from hie time onwards of Chondra 

expeditions to K~n~rupa and other territories in the north-

et\st upto the Himalayas. ~ese expeoditicns must have bt't>n partly 

necessitated and grea.tly facilitated by his oocupe.tion of the 

Sylhet r~gion. The record gives a l~ngth;y description of 
I -Srichandrn's milita~ .xplo1ts in three verses; we quote below 

some extraots:2 

1. 

, -
(Srich?ndrs.) " t'lhose soldiers, while oonquering ~lIIl'rUpat 

enjoyed (the sightD of) ... lon~some plains l-I!th drowsy 

tthf'r:;.:"'ri8 (Yaks) rumin€lting·le1surely,. and the extensive 
1~ 

for~st on the banks of the LRuhitya ~the Br~hmDputra) 

Thid. t p.:n. , . 

2.. BhcttEtSIll1, Vol" p.l84. 
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river ereen ~with bl~ck A')aru" (v .12). 

"This Pl.1.rrn('bht>dr8: (l1nd Chitra~ilii) 1 
ri ve:r0J flowinr: be-bpen 

• 
th(> b<lnks of bE'£Illti:t'u1 stonea ", his puuc~1;pu [o1/c1i£'ro 

e.m durinG' their conqueot. of northern 

deiti~s in the moa~tpins of permanent 

(v. 13) • 

recrionp the loc~l 

£IllOW (th(" IIillk'lll:ly<'o)" 

. ~ 
"They \the sOldiers) satisfied the god of w~r by gift~ 
of their Orm valour, (In conceqUE"no~ th~reoi') tht> d?COrClted 

desin:;s on the bretlsts of YClm"nio .. , ,ier£' rl'~l)('cI off, 

pnintine,s on the middle of thE' cheeks of ii'xlID vaniohed 
• 

bect'uot'> of ovenlhelminlj gri~r ,~.t~e rol111lti of tho ~yeEJ 

of TJtkClli::;",ceased" (v.l4). 

,-
In plainer IDnauD&e)the above versea imply thnt Srichnndre 

conqul;lred KF'Ilk"J.rUp!'I, M.'KI. lIdvDnced to the banks of tIle Lctuhl tya 

(nr~hmClputra) and of the Chitrasilo end Puspabhedra rivers ~nd , > 
even to the foot of the Hirnal~yaG. But unfortunately neither 

this recl)rd nor tho !:'.ainamati plates give the nElmGO of the 

defeated ruler~'" H.,'~ppity, the Da.cca pla"te of Xal~chandra 
supplies more informations 

/ -
SrichPn~ " who w~a moist (i.e., soft) in ~he aot of 

wa~hine aW$Y the fQAr of P!ithvIp~la, wae hard and 

enterprisin~ in th~ churning of Govornna, was grent in , , 

the great f~otivity of re-instBting Capels, was a protector 

of s{\crifices (or vous) in returning' the qUeen of 

1.. '1'he n<'me 'chitrn&U:i" in the text den.oting a str(l?!II 
hos be~n wrongly tronsl~ated ~s 'vnr1ee~ted rocks'. 
Cf. il.I,H c• Vol.XLII, p.663. 
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Th\tntlPCila, l who '4(>0 t'flGlly def(>~t(>d, rna. whose 

the univera~l support of the virtuous".2 

prm Wf\8 

~t' sicnificance of the infcrml'Uon is obvious. '~e 

leanl for the fir~t time the ~~m~o of four cont~rnporary rulers 
, 4 

wi th whom Srich<!n(lr~ ht'd SO:l!o!t direct rE.'lEli:ion. Dani sum~~ats 

th~ follo~dne id~nt1fic~tionG 1 "Pfi thvi r;lq n,~<>,=,rs to h,;"lV~ 
been p 1'E1le princt' mE>21tio:ll~d j.n the R;;m"ch~rit.o!'. 3 It is difficult 

to id~ntify Gova~a. Gopala is obviously the P~l~ rul~r 

Goptib II (A.D. 940-960). Ratnepr:..lf! could h no othN" th(ln 
I -

the king- of X5mDrUp~, aG"llinst ,\-1hich country Srichl.'!'ldrll is 

kno'l'm to h~"",e lounchE'd CI successful invf1sion". Thip s:I'l'lchronism 

like th~t of ~jendra ChO~9 of the Tirumnlpi inncrirtion is 

pivotal to th~ Chl"ndra chronology; p.:'Irticul!'rly, thE) synchronism 

with Copels II is of ere~t import. ~iB P~la rulpr io con­

trovC'rsially aszoci<ltE'd with South-Eest BE'JlGal on cccotmt ot 
the- M..-u'lihuk image inscription found in thp COl:'\illii dbtriot and 

dated in hiB first r~c:nal JE'E'r.4 SOMe euthoriths tok~ it as 

an evidence of P81a rule in Vailgl\-Sellk~te:~n. but this ccnfliots 

wi th the fao"ts knot-m from the Ch!'lnd.ra insoriptions. The Dnccl'l 

plDte nOt~ coems to provido the explMlAtion. ~f' question will 

1. Doni's earlier reedine 'ruddhn-P(::ln, as qt1otE'd by D.C. ,s-irosr 
(Jl.I.n.,XLII, p.664), 10 r~vised as ~tnap~la. Sircars 
int~rpr~tation therefore needs revision. . 

, . 

I 

I,' 
r. 
: 

I 
I 
I 

1 . .. 
I,' , 
I. 
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be discussed in the n~xt e~ction. It io howev~r evident th~t 

Gop51a II hEld tr'kE>n refuce in the Chnnclra kin{~(lom pror:UI:1.rlbly 

duriZlC' 'l'roilokyachnnd:rats timl', l Dnd '$oTaS leter reinstated 
, -

on his throne bY' Sriclwndrll. This ~~roao ~d th the d",,,,cription 

of Trtlilokynchr-nd.r8 tiS 'the vhel tt?r of the ,:;rr.nt rulers of 

61'rth' ("!nin~m3ti pla~t'G cf I .. .,(I;Ellwclv"ndrA). 
2 

'!'fIn ret.llrniIl(! of 
, -

the q1lN14 cf P",~tnepela ahoHs tht\t S~i(·br>n~1.rt:'l (lid not (mn~% 

KP'mnr--:lpll or ret10ve ~"tl:w:Pi\10 f.I'om hio thron'!'. It in bE.'callIle 

of such re-:;o'Vndin,! victories cOr.lbin('d Hi th Ij~n\"rosi. t:'J' nnd 

kindn(>£3 tOI<lL'lrds his l'nemiE's lmd concE''r']'). for th~ t'1C'lf1'r" of 
I _ 

his st\bjects th~t Sricb.."'ndra if! so mtlch r.,m~r.~b'!'r~d in the 

re-cords of his succesoors. For lnstrncf.'," in Govi!ldpch(lndrc- 'a 

platt' he io de:Jcribed ElR one 'who, in thro b"ttle-ficld., IlU'de 

tho hoo't of enemies enjoy the t:E'stivi ty of cOtlpenion~hip with 

divine ltid1eo; ..• who concentrElted ~ll his efforts in feeding 

end mnintoining his people·.3 

Th~ tIel'll of conqtwE'ts p..nd eg,:,rmldiC!enl.'nt oontin'\!.ed un­

abated during- the l't'licn of4 tile next rttler, rl"l~1'.ach.endro • 
• 

We 14~ve only one ~ecord of his time, the unpublished n~cc~ pl~te, 

iSDUE'd in th~ 24th ye~r of his reien. W~ do not kncn much 

about him from this rGcord; the ~cords of' hie GUOC&~oors supply 

us tIT! th more det~lhd inform .. \ti<m. L..-,g.9hoehMdra·s plates 

describe him ~s 'virtuous by n~ture', and giVe the following 

E'ccount of his military e%1;l101 ts: 

1. 

2. 

' .. 

For details, see pp.2.~Iff.below 

Pale. Arch. No.3. p,42. 
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¥.!'ll;y~n..'lc~ndrSt "':Nho ct'lused ohedc1i11,:;' cf b1C tc('tl'D in 

the eyes cf tho loilC'chclili:1s. mld r::f'tl~ tht> moon-11k'!' fSCNJ 

of the Ga.uda If!d.is3 devoid of ot-Te-et mnile... and who 
f 1 

cprl?3d spotless fl"lme ill eight dil'£'ction:; of thfl globe" • 

• 
'l1le socount ;;iven in O:'V:I.ndtlchArt,lra '9 pll!t~ not only 

supports but al~o cluci~t~s ~h~ nt.pt~m~~t~ 

Knl~~ch~ndr'" t n.,ho !II~de the river tahUya (Drg ll'Jlc>putra) 

rcdoubl(>(l by the tet"<rs rlc:;:t,s'31y dl'op~irlG dmm ~orn th~ eyt'lrJ of 

the lUechchha ladies who uer" agita't A(l oHinrr to the killinG 

of their hU3bands; and l"ho. hf\vi~ by for'::~ snc')tC:l.:~n filmy the 

multi tude of the ~rmY' comlistinc of ~l(>ph11'l+'f"J, bO%'!:l"'::J And foot-

soldiE'rs in the ba:ttle fidd. m."'d~ the r~r:~ of t.h.p kir.,'! of 
2 

Gau~a bend down under tho weight of ehame for o!I lon~ while". 

~1hE'se deta.ils show thst thtt long-e,r~\.'!l st1't'3,71e b(>ti'iE'en 

the Chandrss and the G3't!~a3 in the "'?st, ),1hi.ch $t~rt.~d 1'1I"in,; 

the reign of' TrailokS-<lchsr.dra Wl1e dill ccn.ti"uin~ in y"'o;lF·r.o-
J • , -

ch.."Illdra ts time. ann thllt since Sricilsndre Ie Ume the pr'E'esure 

againest the Ml~chchh~s in the north-eaat hnd el"lo bSf'n m~inta.in('d. 

If the Chendra ro>corn.e a.r& to be b~l1('v~d. tht>y wt'!re Ul'liformly 

successful in bo'th directions for thl':'>~ rro!':n('\r~tionEl. The 

!ll('chc~ were evidently in occupation of tho\'! J .. ohi ty:a va.lley 

(IGm~rUp8) nnd. e.re . idell.t1fi.-d with' the dynasty founded by 

• 
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1 
S~lostembha about the middl~ of 7th contury A.D. The GllUda . 
raler io Genernlly r(>G{lrded I:'S (I Piiltl kine-, but tv" hl've rC'Nlon 

to doubt this; he is more likely to be p KPmbojl' kinG. ~le 

question 1>lil1 be dist'uosed in th(' n<>xt cection. It io elso 

evident that durine this period the Piill'o plE'y<"d (I. dE-finitely 

subordin0te (lnd comp~r~tively inoicnificl'nt role in the hiotory 

of Dencel, (lnd the centre of GrDvity shifted from Gl'uqa to 

VE'nco-3amotE'~a. Even the enr.1! ty of the foroien pm1ers Wl'S 

directed primlll't ly Dg'Elinct Vf!Jnca (IS att('ot('d by the GOh(\1'\·ll). 

pIll teo of KD~a (A.D. l047)~ 

• Tile recorda of the nC'xt two Chendraldnea, x.-"'dflhl'cMndra 
• • 

and Govinc1[1ch,mdrfl., do not mf'ntion any mili tl'.ry exploits. 

From this DWli concludes thot ~whipiill' It the contemporl'ry Pals 

ruler, probl'lbly put a limitation upon their wE'rlike (\otivitiee.3 

It must however be not('d that the detailed information of the 

exploi ts of any pEl.rticular ki~ ia given not in his own reoords 

but in those of hia successors. I.!or('over, the six knOtfll reoords 

of tllese kines appear to prove toot they were able at It'(lot 

to hold on to whf!Jt their predeoessors hE'd left. ThE-Y bore the 

~~ full imperial titles t and. there is no hint of sny loos either 

-< ,\L"'" in their ot-m or in llny othE'r records. In f(\ct the Ti1"\lmal~1 

,~~ inscription sUGGests t~t both Govindaohandra end Mahip5la It 

were independent rulers of equal status reieni~ over distinot 
/ 

Dnd s~p~rate kinedoms.4 

1. JI.I.H., XLII, p.665. 

2. g., XI, p.142; Se", Somt> Hint.Asp., p.373. 

3. P~k.Arch. No.3, pp.35-6. 

4. ~.t pp.137-9. 

, 
I 
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All the three ~nin?m~ti pl~too prniee L~qn~~chnndrn'D 

virtuous conduct ~nd eive promin~nce to hie holy pilcrirn~~~ to 

Vnr~~~oi (~neras) end Pra~~a, but no det~i1 of tho journ~y 10 

Giv~n. Ho Wl'S 'kind to his Dubjeots and ('('sHy C'ccC":Jeibl~ C'nd 

broucht e.ll rOtllld prooperi ty' to his kiIl0dom ;,:Ind recei-,;ed 
• 1 

ttribut~o from the hilly forts', prob~bly in the eoctern bord(>r. 

GovindachC'ndra'c und0.t('d l~l'inr:m"ti p1nte2 llppE'nrO to helve 

been iocued in the ~l'rly yC't"rn of hit" rf"ir:n. ne1thE'r this nor 
.~ A . .J..~ _ _ ~ to.-:. 

til2t t,vo short irnt"~e-inccriptiOii~i-,;(;' (1~sicnificE'nt infoI'r.k"lUon 

('bout him. \"Te knOi-l from ~ lletkn illk"lce-inccription3 that 

he rulE'd for at leest t;:('nty three yot:'rs. Sot:letime durill3 this 

period, bc>tueen A.D. 1021 fOnd 1023, hE' ~JefOl'tC'd by the l'my 

of ~jendra Cho~a I. as recorded in~~ATir~lai rock-1nocriPtion.4 

'!he fourte{>n known records of tile Ch~mura period (13 

Chondra end one Cho~a),5 most of them discovered in recent yel'rD, 

give us a connected hiotory of Eestern Bcnc~l for ~bout tHO 

centuries, end throw some fresh licht on the political curr~nte 

th~t were then affeoting the whole of Benesl llnd ADeem. 

The decline of the Pfil~ empire after Devapela con now be seen 

ina better perspective and the place of the ~t:lboj?s in the 

Pel:. Arch, No.3, p.44. 

!2!.2-.., p .50 rf. 

g, XXVII, p.26 ff.; Ind .• Cult. VII, p.405 ff. 

Im, p.l.37 ff. 

See App' A Nos. 28-41. 
• J 
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history of Ilenea1 cen be better appreciated. t~'hi1e the Pf1('1s 

declined, the Ch~ndros rose to power ~nd f~rne ('Ind m~terl('111y 

helped. them. \')}l(m thE' ~lEls ot l('lst rE'gclinE'd the-ir poci tion 

under l!cohIpo1a I, the Chl'ndrllG survived ('IS independent rl.llt>rs 
. 1 

with their ca.pitl'!l lit Vikr<'m~purE\. l'lhnt led to their suddE'n 

disElppe~r('lnce Elfter Govind('lch('lndrll is still n mystery. ~1& 

fo1lowina chronoloGY of the C~ndrEls h~s been tE'nt('ltive1y fi%ed 

by Doni Dnd seems to be r0Elsonnb1e to U3. 1-1e quote him fully: 

'The Tirumo1ai inscription cleEtrly shous tht't Govindn­

ch.."Uldra was -rulinG in Vflh'7r;ltl-d(,~fl in A.D. 1021-2). From this 

source we do not lellrn 101h€'ther this date I'('fers to hie E'C'rly 

cereer ox-1nter YE?E\rs of hio reign. '!his uncE"rtainty is rE'tlovE'd 

if' we take into evidE'nce the info:rm;.!tioll givell by Sure~v[lra - ,-or Surapola.. the nuthor of' Snbdt>-Prt>d.ipoe According to him 
, - q - I his father Bhedresva.ra served Th;Imp<~ll\. the Ve~ecv.!'rl\, moot 

I ~ 
probably belonging to the P8la dynpsty (A.D. l077-1120)"NThe 

Author's grand-father Devaefl~ served Govindachandra. 8S a 

court physidian. 'Ibis GovindachElndrfl MS been rightly tt'l::en 

to be the Cht>ndra. ruler. I£ this evide.nce Clln be relied upon, 

we can hardly think of more thEln a. generation's gap betweE'n 

Govindechendra, the l~st of the Chendra rulero that we ~ow 

todny, and the P~la ruler ~mapa18. The obvious implication 

is that the dp.t~s derived from the Tirumalai inscription r~f~r 

to the early cereE'r of Govindeohendra.. 'Iberefore we con f'u 

his reien-period bE'tween A.D. 1020 end 1050. Now going 

bnckward from this dete, we arrive at A.D. 1000-1020 for 



L~~~h~ch~ndr~; A.D. 975-1000 tor K~l~~ch~ndra; ~nd A.D. 
, - , -

929-975 tor Srich~ndra. ~lis d~t~ ot Srichpndra is tortun~t~ly 

confirt:lcd by the nel-lly discovered Dc;ccil inscription, in which 
, -
Srich(lncl,rE' is s(lid to h.we reim::t<l·";C'u. Cop'0l(l. (obvioUGly Gopiila II). 

whoce dates are given as A.D. 940-960. Therefore the beGinninc • 
ot the rt"icn of TrClilokyaoh(lndra mpy be pl(l.oed in A.D. 900. 

This ohronoloGY leaves no room tor doubt t~t the Ch~ndr~s ruled 

in Spmpt(lta and Vanca with their cppital at Vikrpm~pura from 

A.D. 900 ~o 1050-.1 

The ~1lf1ndrA inocriptions throw an int{>redinc side li,:;ht 

on the sooial rnd religiOUG oondition of 13enca.l ot that period. 

Of the:> thirtef'n insoriptiono, '"Ie do not !':l1ot-l the d,etails of one 

incomplete and tt-IO other ~ unpublished 6'rt'nts. '!he reetlinder 

record landarpnts to Brphmins and Drahcanical shrines or the 

installation of Dra~nio~l deiti~s. The same pr(lotioe oontinued 

durina the suoceedin,: 1'0"1a. period.V/hnt can more eloquently Gttest t. 
the crowinc influence of Brahwnical Hinduism in a lr.ud llhich 

still then luenOllly protessed nudchise? La4flh.'tchendra's 

plates start with a salutation to ~sudova. end his pilgri~ge 

to Hindu Var~~si rnd Pra~ga tor performing "Hindu rites were 

Given prominence while Govindachandra in his plate paid homaGe 
) 

to Sivn-b14'lttorl'ka. All the similes end Ellluaions ot this .. 
royal d;yn£'sty WE're drE'~m from thE:' tflmil1ar Hindu scriptures 

and epics, £'nd the known sculptural finds ot the period l'lso 

pr~dom1nently r~present thnt religion. 'There is no doubt thet 
by this tlee Buddhism lwd c;one fo.r ah(>Eld of its original 

j , 
" 
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pristine doctrine and h~d co~e to accept m~n~ of the popul~r 

beliefs end cults. It is this tendC'ncy 1-1hich softened the 

E'tti tude of the rulers £lnd oode them l-lC'll diopooe>d tOt-mrdo 
1 different sect~ri~n Gods end eoddC'sseo'. The lC0rne>d ond ohrewd 

Er"hr:1ino muct h::we b.f'E'n ('ble to t0ke edvrntr-ao of the:- pooi tion 

rnd secure cre~ter fClvour and influence ~t tho court at the 

e:zpense of the ThJddhist I:lonlr"...a l'lho l<>d A rC'oiGl1ed life in remote 

t'lon1:'stC?rioo. tlhetcv('r may be the reason, the indie~-tiono ore 

qui te clen:r that Iluddhicm lv('lj movinc furth(>r from ito cont(lct l11 th 

the ordin1:'ry people ~nd WflS nlrendy Guff<>rinc en eclipse. 

Another interectina piece of inform~tion revealed by 

these inocriptio!1D is toot sottlemC'nt in vil1e~eo OPPN1rD to 

nove been ceareaClted into diotinct sections i~bited by dif­

ferent socio~croups and crates, and thio probrbly indic(lteo the 

influenc~ of ue(>~rooted ~~~ system of Hinduism. (The TIuddhist 
-, 

Pal~ rulers of O(lu4n cl~ioed to be defenders of thr ~rrnporrm(l 

order of Ilinduiom)2 There 2lre references to sections of vill('aes 

inlwbited by S1.\nE'I:~rps (cooks), Vor<"'l'"..('s (scribes), Buddhists, 

rr~ndia etc., while the Dr~hrnlns eppe~r to h?v~ lived in se~r~te 
~UfL4-~ 

villages a.WE'-y from others. On thE!' whole 1-- tile difference bett~~en 

the ordinory Itindu and Buddhist householdC'rs of J3encf'-l in their 

evoryde~life must have been very little durinc that period. 

2. 91., p.36; Ilhnrr>tIY<" Vld;yn, Vol. XIII, p.55 ff • 

• 

! 
! 

I 

I 



270 

Orien I'Ind ~rly Kin-;dom of tht' Chnnc1.rps 

Tht' Che'l1dra inccriptions le(lvt? no rOOl'!! fcrr doubt th~t 

1'U.n;l0ommdra, the eorlieot known mt'mber of the d:;l'woty, WNI 

El ruler llnd h~d 1\ ~incdom \·rhetever be tb(> size. ThflfH" r('coroD, 
I 

hot~()ver, do not ~ivE' us l!lUch inform<''1tion ;;>bout thE' oriain of 

the d~C'oty or of their ~<,rly l:l~dom. Th~ only hint 11('0 in 
I -

~;o controversi~l referncea occurrinG in the plotes of Sri-

chemdra. In the first, 'Clf:>ndrF=n~t'l-iho Rohit;;r;iri bhuj~r.J-vC';6('1'. - r-- . -
'in the fomily of th0 ChC'nclraa (who l.ere) rulera of Rohi tpciri'. 1 

the difficulty lies in the identity of Rohitpciri. There io 

no direct evidence for thio identific~tion, but schol~rs ~1ve 

offerE"d three sugG'estion.s~(l) Roht3'sGN'h in the SlialU'b~d d1ctrict 

of llihar,2(2) Lal.m~i hills in the Comilla district,3 nnd(~) the 

hilly I\rea lyine between the Comilla diotrlct pnd lr~k~n.4 The 

first sUGGestion Is Generally rejected beceuoe of its np~r~t 

Improb~billties.5 There is no evidence of eny sort to oonneot 

the Chendral3 with RohtiisG'Elrh or with Dibar; the dynasty h"-td 

apparently deep rooted links with East BC'ngal, and also probobly 

with the Ch8ndras of Arekan. tIn any case, there is not . 
sufficient reason to conclude that the Chandras oame from outside 

Bengal, and in view of the traditions of the long line of 

1. ~" pp.4, 6. 

2. ~., p.3; !!., XII, pp.139 ff.; ~.t XXVIII, pp.337 fff 
~., X~lIII, pp.134 ff.; Ind.Cult., VII, pp.405 ff.; 
Jl.lnc1.Hist, XLII, pp.661 ff. 

3. B~~ttaoali - IconoITr~nhy, pp.9 ff.; EI., XVII, pp.349 ff., 
IRQ, XVI, pp.635 ff.; Hiot 13en.'j., p.194 i nhl'r~tav[lrcl', 
1348 D.S., pp.768 ff. 

4. P~k. A~ch. No.3, p.28. 

5. TIist. ilE"nj., p.194; IRQ, XV!, 635 ff., Peke Arch. No.3, 
pp.27 f£. 

, 
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Chandra ktnes in nhnncnla or ~Dtern ~~ngal, it is more reasonable 
. 1 

to hold that Rohitngiri ••• was somel1h~re in ~Dtern ~engal·. 

The second sueGestion by Dh~ttaseli that Rohitagiri m~y be the 

Snnokritised form of ~ldVi (rcd-earth) hill pnd therefore 

identical with it he~ been generally accept~d ~s more probable, 

as it Geel:lS to be supported by the Maint!!'me.t1 discoveries. But 

in view of tho defini to evidence to the oontrary Gupplhd now 
by the Sylhet plate, this identification can no longer be 

maintained. We know from this source that Sa~~tata did not 

foro the original kingdom of the Chnndraa and th...,t Labmvi-vena) 

which may now be c(>rtainly identified l!ith Lalciai, was situated 

near the Samatnta capital of Deva~~rvate. The third snegestion 
• 

by Dsni does not solve the question; it only innicatee the 
,------ ~'. 

direction in ~lhich Rohi t5giri may lie: "$outh of) La lmai'r~~_~.rill:l!I_~ti ) 
R2nge spread out se'1T9ral other rar,ges thE't cross Chi ttl'cong 

Hill Tracts right 11lto Arakan. These hill ranees also show 

lateritic deposits •••• this is the re~l 'Roh' country (the hill 
-- II 

pa.rts) ••.• Could !"" attpibute the name Rohi tagiri to 1 U
2 This 

view seems to us most reasonable and therefore preferable. 

'lbe retk1.ins of the Rohi tagiri of the Chandr(I.EI, if ~ still exist • 

are most likely to be found in tho ar08- lying between Vailga. 
I -

Samat~~a, Sriha~~a, the East Bengal Kingdoms Which they sub-

sequently conquered, end Arakan \-11 th lThich th9il' past is generally 

1. 

2. Ibid. --

• 
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8ssociated by tradition.1 · The only posaible solution to the 

problem Beems to lie in further a~h9.ological field work and 

not in discussions based on such slender evidence. 

f""pJ-· ~.t(O He hove no ).nforma.t1on regArding the early hiatory and 

the oritiinsl kincdom of the CMndras. Ue lwve noticed that 

the Chandra records mention only thTe0 generations 'earlier than I _ 

the r~ignine king. As no r~oord b~foro Srich~dra's time is 

knot-In, no information of the reigru; be>fore Pirrl;aohandra and 

only scant information regarding the first two kings is available. 

~le earliest known pArt of the Chandra kingdom on the besis 
I 

of our present knowledge appeara to be Clumdr~dvipa. !lllis , 
territory was situated in South-East Bengal, in the district 

of n.-riGal. In the medieval period it was known as :Iklkla­

Chandredvlpa. In ancient times it oomprised within its boundaries 

eome portions of the modern districts of KhulnA and Faridpur 

in ad.dition to the tlajor part of Bnrissl.2 Here Trailoky<lchandra, 

1. '1'h~ trndi tion is prese-rved in ~!P;.'1<~~!?:~',l;llIistor;y of 
Eun~hi~m in India and the Burmes~ Chronicles. According 
to T<fianitha, BllallGala {Vahgalft} w<'s tb lONling country 

I in E."lstern Illllia b,.-fore the ric" of the P~lll.S i ito domin{>­
tion extend.Gd over ~Irahuti (Trihut), [,,::;morUpa £lnd prc-sutlElbq 
also GaudEl, <'Ind it '-lua l"l1.1ed by E\ pOllE'rful Clwndra dy.nesty. 
'lilese Chandras are generally connE:lcted with the Arak..'In 
Ch~ndras, more or less their contemporaries, who ruled 
from Veceli t not very fer frcl:l 'the e~pitl?l of the Dh~bgala 
Ch~ndrf\s Elt Ch~tigrf;ma (Chltta{;ol'Le). Some £lort of 
relt'ltionship betwE'E'n the Ar~lQ'ln, 13hl'ncala ('Ind Rohi tii£;iri 
Chl'ndrao is quite plellsible, thot'.;h "'9 hE>ve no definite 
information. Cf. TI!Q., XVI, pp.2l9 fi.; ~. pp.l82iT.; 
Phayre, Coins of Arl'krtn. pp.l ft. 

2. Hunt~r's Statistical Account of llel'l(l9,l, Vol.V, p.224. 
~., XXVIII. p.54. 

I 
f· , 
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the third rul~r, is stotpd to h.~~Q become king, implying thnt 

it was conquered _ flnd fldded to the Chnndrtl dotliniono by him, 

and there-fore thnt it could not posdbly hl'.ve form('d pl"rt of 

the or!ainol kingdom. Yet nlcoDt all the euthorities h~ve 

hi therto rec('rdod. it as the oric;innl kincdolJ of thE' Ch_~ndrDa.1 
~ne only hint reCl"rdinc their e~rly l:inr,dcm oocmc to be aivC'n 

in a metaphorical phr<'sa of cryptic mel"nin(:, occurring in the 

Sl"CE!> verse eulogisinG !LTDiloky-<lcwndr;t: ~d.h~ro If,:-orikelCl-rr.jn-

knkud~-chchh{ltI'!'l-smi tpn~in 6riy.;i:t. ScholE>ra differ Cr("{ltly 

in in te-rpreotina ihis ph.T<lCe (or the llord ~dhr;ro), llnd_ this hElD 

led to a Good deal of controversy l"nd conflictina views r~Cl"rdinc 

the position end the dominion of' the:> enrly Cbt'ndr£l rulers. 

N.G. ~mjumdar translated it as:(TrE>iloky?oh~ndra) 'the support 

or the fortwlegoddesaea (of kings) who rejoiced at the umbrella 

whioh- wac the insignia of royalty of the king of HarikE-ln', 

interpreti~ it a.s.llis~dom WAS &rikela. i.e., Eastern 

Eengsl, including Chandr~dvipat which was the home torritory 

ot this dynasty, ane a. number of other rulers were subordinate 

to him·.
2 

T"Lis vie-w is supportE'd by R.C. IiDjumdar.3 R.O. Bosl'k's 

interpretion in:'Trailokyachnndra acquir~d the royal fortunes 

of the a .... rikela kingdom. • •• He was at first a king ot Ch8nclrl'­

dv1pa. 'but later beca,me 1;h~ ruler rNer the wholo of Barikela' 

(taking Harikela as a eyncn;rT.l -of V?.1J(;a, -and fUrther suggesting 

that Vikramepura. b~came its capital). 4 All the above three 

1. .!!, p.2; 1ll., XXVIII, p.54. 

2. .m., pp.2-3. 

3. lle· , p.195. 

4. E·, XXVIII, p.54. 

, 
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viells.~, th<:>refore, oro £limilcX' in cub(ltnnce. A different view 
1 is held by D~ni who off~rs the followin~ oboprv~tions 

"The word.s d.o not cl(1.im that Trt\ilok-yachandra llNl (I. ruler of 

IInrikt>1a nor do we lanrn frO'Cl ~ny oth!'r 1n:;criptions about 

hio milit~ry ~dv~neps in the reGion of narikel~, i.e., Zurna 
v~1ley of the Sylh¢t distriot. Rut hE' w~o th~ moin toupportt 

of the Herikela rulE'r ••• m'l.U:Jt hnvo been on fr1!mdly terms 

with him c-nd furth'<'r givl?n him 1'1 !"'.ilite-ry protection. • •• it 

is hiGhly probnble t~,t K~rikela r~j~ wos a subordinate ally 

of Tr<'.'ilo~:YClohr:ndra". :D.C. Sirc<'Ir'f$ view differs froo (Ill 

others : 'Kine Trailol:yachandra of Chondradvlpa was. a feud~tory 
2 

or a.l1y of the kinz of the &.ri1:e19 country'. lla£Jed on thio 

interpretation he constructed a c.onject1xr~1 history end oriGin 

for the Clwndra dynElcty which, to say the least, is absolutely 

speculative and without eny basis at eo.11. ne has devot(>d no 

1eos than five papers to the subject.3 but his statements are 

Dometimes quite contradiotory and oonfusing. We ~~ote below 

extracts 2 "Trailoky<'J.chandra was the tir-st king of the fsmi1;r 

••• he flourished ns a feudatory of the k~ of narikela • 

.... 'lhis kil"..g of Hn:rikE'tla-Vailc'a. overlord of Tr.dlokyachandra 

Of Chrindradvlpa, was no doubi the oontemporary PBla king" .. 4 

2. 1[., XXVIII, p.338. 

Ina.Cult., VIr (1941), 405 ft.; ~., XXVIII (1949). 337 ff.; 
.ll'JA., YJ!:XIII,(1959). 134 ft.; IRQ, XXVIII (1952). 51 ff., 
Jl.I.H, XLII (1964), 661 ff. 
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In thE) next tHO p~r>ers, however, he p03tu1~tE's l\ diff~rent 
I _ 

theory. "IItt1'ikelEl WMJ o1'1Ci:1(>11y the n<'mc:o of ths Srihr>ttE\ . , 
reocion. • •• TroilokY"chandra ••• se9ClS to b.."Ive o'tted ell£'ci£lnce 

I _ 

to the line of Hnrikela. killeS reprp.o~l'ltQ'(l by Kiintidevl'. Sri-

eh(>ndr~ ••• W~3 th~firat independent mon~rch of the C~~n~a 
1 

dynr>cty". In the fOl.ll'th p<'l.pl'r 1"(> h,. ... VE> C'lnother of hill op~culf'tive 

thp.orit>3:"'ilie Cho!ldra::l of Rob.i '!:~G1ri t-1('l1'e oric:1.nally ,!;h" 

feu.dntories of the Pfila kinG'3 of :BE'llCnl €Ind Eihf>.r ••• But 

Trailc·1."y<'chpndl'<l seems to hove t1'onoferred his l'lleciE'nco to 

tho ki:'1(; of Harikela end \-mo 't'(n~a,.d""d by th? vi ceroy-<' 1 ty of 
I _ 

Chrndr£lclvipn ••• S1'ichvnd1'~ thrCl-l off the f'lleCipneo to the' 
2 

kil1~ of H'.1:,ikeltl ••• con(rt'1!!'~c. D::'\cCt' and 'l'iD'[lC'rq rez1on". . Tho 
~~in;aatl discoveries and the publication of the inocriptiono 

by DlIni app~.\r~:itly h., ... vtt 2l,,?d no e:f"f'9~t on these the-ories, for 

ill llis l~-test p.:.-pe:r. Sil'cor r~p(!'?ts them.3 P'rom th" E1ocount of 

L."'~"hqch,:,ndr!l'o pilgrim<J(!9 ~o :a",ul'rss, Sirc~.r lwstens to conclude 

tha t "Lnu.<lhachand1'a wa.~~ 110 '\.la-Her thBn & subord1zm.h a 11:1 of 

the COl'lt~rol?ornry Pelo (;'mperorll • 
4 riG! do not know the eircUlDStanoes 

1:1 ,;,hic!l this pi1g1'imt.gc~ was undertaken or th~ routes which the 

Ch<ll1dre. king follow0d't bu.t lle kllOW of no inat6nce ,.Thero such 

a. 1'i to wE'.s ever pE'rf'oI"mE'd bY' a king who lwd not .~~ mEtDllJ!Isnd 

authority to do co. 

1. g., XXVIII, p.33C. 

2. IRQ, XXVIII, p.53. 

3. .n..! ,H., XLII, pp.661 ~f. 

4. Ibid. , p.662. 
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In any o~set if tl!<" P:"l:-o ever ha.d even ~ nominal suocess 
.~ 

or Duperiority over the Chandrns, it is most unlikely that we 

should not heve any record in their numerous inscriptions. 

The Ch~ndra version io n~rrated by th~13 inscriptions. There 

B·re still IlIl'ny gaps.in our knolvledae Dnd Ilk"ny problems to be 

solved. 'lhis state of things has often lel'd to theorising on 

aSlender besis end ev~n on no basis at alIt 

There is, therefore, no evidence of eny kind to suezest 

that any of the seven Chandra rulers was ever 8 feudatory of 

another pot.rer, far less of the kings of lfurikeb, the historicity 

of whom except for XDntideva (9th century A.D.) is extr~mely 

doubtful, or even of: the P~lns whose only connection with South­

East Bengal B~ems to have been li~ited to a short stoy of Gopala II 

in Samatata as a refugee. In fact no P51a dominPtion in the 

erefl. oan be definitely established before Mohlpala U's time. l 

The Ch~ndra inocri~tions on the other ~~nd leave no room for 

doubt that all the kings of the dynosty were independent, sovereign 

rulers. The sugGestion that they Cl'me from Rohtasgl'rh in Bi~ 

must be rejected as without 8ny foundation. Alll the known l1n1cs 

of the dynasty are tdth South-East 13engol end it iD reasonnble 

to think thst they a1 ther origina.ted there or came from on eren 

not far from it. At present it is not possible to go bpyond 

these aDsertions. But on the besis of the available evidence, 

certl:lin illferences can be drm-In, and (lga.in on the besis of theDe 

inferences certain hypothetic~l sugeestions can be offered. 

1. For det~ilst see ne~t section under tpala Rule'. 
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Since Rohito{!iri c~nnot b~ def~nitely identified ~t preccnt, 

our conolusion r<?{!llrdinG' th('! home tl~rri tory of the Chl'ndrc>o 

must be bfloed on the 'Htlrikolfl' rcf'erencE' only. .AcCE'pti~ the 

ordinE\ry metlni1lf,' of thE' l10rd. 'fidh5ro flS 'r<>posi tory', our 

interprC'tation is thElt lfuril::elD woe the pllternlll kincrdom of the 
• 

dynllsty. ~lis is proved by the fact that the Chandra oonnection 

with ~rikel{l was reetlrded ~s ~ metter of greot pride ~nd honour 

for the d~('sty. And yet the rt'lEltion could not hE've be<>n l'I 

subordinate one. Ey the time these records were is~ued, both 

Vflncn Elnd Srill<1.tta, th(> tvo reGions wi th l~hich Hllrikcl!> is .. 
£).1 ternetively identified, werE' definitely included in the Clwndra 

kinGdom. It is inconceivllble thot the ChendrEl.s would elorify 

their Dubordi~te relationship with a defunct ro~lty which 

they themselveo h<Jd liquidElted. ~le other fl'lct to note is thnt 

thoU{!h all the ki~doms in South-East Ee~nl are mentioned as 

conquered by th~ Chandras, no mention of the con~est of ~rike19 

is made in eny of them. ThE' clear implication is that it wos 

already included in their kingdom and thAt it is not identifiable 

with any of the cOlle;.-uered territories, viz. Clwndrt'dvlpc>, Vf\ner'. 
, -

SrunE'tata and Srihattt:l Illlmd<"la. Ita idE"ntification ~7i th either . . , .. . , .,. 
Vanes or Sr1ha~~a ia therefore to be suspected. Since the situation 

of Harikela in South-~st E~nz~l is undisputed, the only other 

territory of this reeion with which it c~n be identified is the 

hilly area of Chittaeong and Tripur~. On the b$sis of the 

evidence of coins we Ell'e elset-lhere SUGGesting this identifi-

c~tion (see Appendix E),pnd it seems to be further supported 

by the discovery at Chittoeone of the copper plate inscription 

of KQntideva, tho only known ruler of Horikela. It this 

identification is ~ccepted, it will ~ke georrraphiosl ~ens. ot 
/. 
I 
j'. 

I' 



the conquests of the Chl'tndr(1s. It t-lill E'xpl~in '''hY' th<>ir firct 

cove was tOI'Tords Chpnd.r(1dv1pn in the oouth-eflot corner of Vt'nc(l t 

aepE'rt>.ted onlY' by the lo1eoghn$: ch<'nneol from their b,:1IJe country. 

Once they hf'd their foothold in Clk"ndr~dvipC! t which loll'S probf'blY' 

n~med after them, there was nothinc to stop them from conquerine 

the> t,hole of Vonca.. But ~ their rE'flr lwd to be secur(>d bY' 

ccnquerine SC!t1~tat~, which inevitably led to the conqueot of 
1_' 

Srill~t'ta l'nd to the wars \d th ~mC'rU.pfl t just os the conquest .. 
of V<'nen led to the t-n'lrs td th Cnuda. tlnd the "Ioleot • . 
no infoTm<'tion ~t all ebout the ruline (luthority or authorities 

from l-lhom the Chandras trrE'sted these territories. From the 

compl'r~tive eose with which theY' were removed, it m~Y' not be . 
unreasonable tomf'er th<>.t tht'Y' wt're 10co.l pattY' rulers. probc.,blY' 

with some sort of relationship with the ~la empire. The 

Chandras do not seem to have encountered anY' determined opposition 

from the Palas till their position was fairly consolidated in 

Vanes end their borders roached those of the Palo. empire in 

CA-$ and VarE.'ndrl. '!he hil)ltorY' of the period ElUcgests that 

the Pales were too de~ply preoccupied with their declining 

tortun~s in the uest to notice this turmoil in the remote south­

e.-at till it \<18-S too nMr eOnd too 1tlte. It WNl also ebout this 

time that the ICalaohuri king Koklrolltl I (C 840-90 A.D.) 1s said 
. . 1 

to have plundered the treasures of Vanen. ~is invasion mieht 

heve paved the waY' for the rise o~ the Chendr$s or at loest 

f~cHitated their quicker suocess. ~]]ultever!MY' be the reason , 

it is fairly certain that bY' the beeinnine of the 10th century 

A.D., tho Chandras were in contrel of the whole of South-East 

B(>nG81. 

1. ~,pp.128 ff. 

:' 



It must have b~~n quit~ c1~ar to th~m ~t ~n e~r1y 8toGe 

thnt such a kil~dom oould not be properly oontrolled from thoir 

ori~in~l centre. n~nce the est~blishm~nt of the n~w c~pitnl 
a. .....tl- ~£ ...... 

at Vikrl'!T:].purl'. lI01-1 .'~OQr' =l;',p ~~J (>gti~m ex" the ai te Wl"O t.l<'y 

be reo.1ioed from th~ ft1ct ·~ll<..,t the copi tn1 of the province }we 

remained more or leas in the Sl"rne ~ren ev~r since except for 

a cornpl'r~tiv~ly short poriod of Dritish rule. ~1is location 

of thCil oricinl"l Chondra kinedom will p1so exp1nin why tho 

CMndr~s EIre genera.lly re1r>tE'd to ArClkpn, thoUCh at prE'sent 

this oonnection cannot be established on Clny bl"ois other thon 

trodition. 

Once the oricina1 Cht>ndra kincdom h<'8 been det~rmin~d, it 
'trill obviously be easier to locate Rohi tEigiri its centre. \1. 

h~ve already oooopted Dani's sUGGestion thClt it was situated 

in the hilly areas of Chittcgong. The following pleces mPy 

b~ at~C6sted as possible sites for the lost citys 

.(i) Chi ttnfj'ong 

'ilie Tibetan histo~i(ln ~r<'ln5tha manti-ons in his 'Book of 

the Sov~n laystio Rove1ationo', thnt CImt.1grama (Chitt£lgone) 

llVS the oapita1 of OopIclumdrll.1 undoubtedly the seme os 

Oovichendra, the king of ]h~nealaof about the 7th century A.D., 

mentioned by him in his mere f~mous work, History of lmdd.hisrn 

in India.2 
!}his Cha.~iGriir:w. is clost probably identical with the 

1. ~., 1898, p.23; n!Q, XVI, p.228. 

2. IRQ., XVI, pp.219 ff., H.]. pp.182 ff. 
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1 
IDt~r 'city of nQnr.~l~' referred to by e~rly ~~rop~pn writ~ra. 

The> TibE't(ln source .;in.f'orrna u.o tlu-t in pncic-nt time's th~r(' were 

m('ny tlrthikl"!s (Hindu t~r:l.pl~o) I"nd :Vihi'rro (Buddhist mon~ot('riQ!l) 
Elt Ch~ticr?f!k'" which 111(>0 th('l he<,dqt1.artera of thE' n.'"'nmt> (from 

. 2 
S(>nskri t R('rn;pcb('E!u1liful) oountry, CI well kno~m Buddllint c~ntre. 

The fl'lJotts 'P<ll}~i tl' VilWra' ut's probt'bly E' i tUl'ltE'd in or near 

this city. lli(' lElrge number of Buddhist if.1,.~Geo preserved in the 

modE'rn 13udclhist mont>ctory of thE' city and d.9t('bl~ from the 9th 

to the 13th cent1.',ry A.D.3 a.tteat to the antiquity of the rC'Gion1 o . 

(11) DVnfjii (Chittt'(';On.1 district) 

The harbour tOvln 'of Dioll£,'8 mentioned by.th(l el'lrly Europe(ln 

travellers t-ll'O oituated on the O(;lr:l.E' chittaGong"coest.5 Some 

scholars id.entify it with the 'City of .BE'nCaia', tl'kin.; it as 

1. IIln,.,XVI, p.229 ff.; J.J.A., CAmpos 
PorturruE'ae in J3en')t> 1 ,V PP* 75 - 76. 

\ 

of thE' 

'. 
" 

". ". 
4. Ptolemy's g'E'ography mentions a 7'iv('r call'?d K§tii~c~~I1inC' 

into th€' P,;ly of lWng.?-l. The n1"li:1e,accordi:oe to Levi,. aur.riv!"s 
in Kutubdia isl1'nd off Chi tte(;,ong, and it way not\ be.unreElso!'l­
able to sutcest ito idE'ntification with the Karnapl~:ulI river, 
thUD pushing its l'Intiqui ty still earlier. But· LeVi '0 id('nti­
ficotion apP<"Elrs to us to be sOtr.(,\-Ihet dubiotUJ. cf. LE'vi, S., 
Ett1.C'aos AdtltiquE's, II, Pp. 1 ff.; :Bull.SOAS., XI,pp.369-l0. 

5, Campos,J.J.A.t Portu,'jU.'?CE' in J3('njal, pp. 75-7; J3('n':1'Il P?st 
ana Pr(>cent. XIII, "1'.261-2.. ' . 

• 
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different from Ch5ticr~l:1a. llostt'n id~ntifies Dipnc;il ~li th 
• 

tlodern l301'1dClr, opposite Chlttr>crone, .?n the left bl'nk of tho 

KDrn<l phu11. 1 1310chmenn identifios 1 t lTi th Dnkh1nd~nca or 
. 2 

BrC'hmandanci'i, both on the SOllw"U river south of Chitt!'crone. 

ThoUGh the p1C1ce ~~S not sot'm to be of Great antiquity, its 

oriGin could well go back to the ChrlOd.ra period. 

(iii) ~ ( Chitt<",",:onro; rJtnt,-ict) 

In Dncient tim~s the country to the south of Tripuri {lnd 

north of Ar;;l~;;!1 In.::;khr;n) ~·;{'lS cplled • Rl'1:1I:1(:l' (fro!':! 5·:mnkrit n.-!':!;ya­

bt'E!ut:1.ful).3 Ita o€'ntI'f' may lwve been dii"feI'ent from Chn~icrnr.la 
end probl'b1y 1s 1dE.':'ltifii!>d with modern P:;l:1u,at proOt'nt A villl'ce 

and A m(ll'kot :lear Cox.s fuzar on the A~('il:ion rO<ld.4 &'l1ph F1 teh 

WllO visited India betwE'en 1583 and 1591 refers to 1 t ao tho 

Kingdom of'F.ame', I'1.l1ecl by the AroJ.-1'n kincr.5 r:r.."'nr1que visited 

this oi ty of t R"imu' in 1630 on his WElY from DHlllgn to Arak."n.6 

It ),IRS th~n t~ s~at of the Araken governor. This Riimu.~ce. 

~mma or ~mya represents, according to Majumdar, the ki~gdom 

pf Rehma or Ruhmi of the Arab writers.7 .11' Harike1a was sit~ted 
in the Chitt3gong region. P~mu 10 most lik~ly to reveal some 

clues to its e~rly history. 

4. o·r,!a.l1ey,L.S.S., D..:1st IlE-nCDl Didriot GE'zette<>rs, Chittagong. 

. . 

C¥.A J~?u ?~G!t • l~ 

Footer, Fbrly Tr:.>v("ls in Indi&, Oxford, 192J.,p.26,fn.5JTIIQ.t 
XVI,p.233 • 

6. BE'nITDl P('Iot f'nd. Prt?seont, XIII,pp.229 ff., 268. 

7. Illg., XVI,pp.233-4; llodivala.S.H., Studi~s in Indo-Uuolim 
Hi:cJtory,pp.4-6. 



(iv) .:!hE't·~l'ri (Chitt(l!,\,on,,!, dictrict) 

In 1927 ~ hO$T.d of 66 b~on~o ~bject~: 64 Buddhist votive 

ir:ll"'G'('o ond t1-10 vot! ve ctUpt'tll, l1~S discovE'rE.'d ~t Jhew';;ri, in 
- - - 1 the AmwrLl police .stntion of the Chi tt!'~on3 dictrict. m.t'nty-

fiv~ of tht'm b(>or short de-dic(1tory rt'corda inocribc-d on the 

bt'ck or p{"destal of theo imar,(>s in chl'l'(lCtcro of 9th to 11th 

centuries A.D. On otyliotic eTounda aloo they mny be d~tC'd 

from the 7th to 11th centuries A.D. Thi::l llOO the lnrcest find 

of bronze iC2coa in Dencal outside thOOG of ~win~m~ti/with 

which it in comparable in llk"ny respects. Tho Jhf'viari imn~es 

provide t>n ir.lport.:-.nt evidence regE'rding the early history of 

this reGion and offe~ cUbstantiel corroboration to the literE'ry 

and other sources. 

(v) Un~koti (Tripur~ stnte) 

fne hilly region of Tripura is strategically situated 
, - 9 

bett'('",n Srili'ltta, Samab.ta, , Chi tt~one end Arakan, nnd seE'rns . " 
to hold the key to many of our arch0601oG~cal problems. un-
fortunC'ltely very 11 ttle is known a.bout its early history end 

I 

cul ture. HOl-rover, s. Saiv8, religious site wes discoverpd here 

in 1914 at Uh~ko~i hill.2 The ruins consists of ~ number of 

loose stolle sculpturos lylIl6 on top. of 'the hill llnd (!\ aeries 

of' colOSSAl he<1ds Elnd ficures carJ'ed psrtly in the rocky bed 

1. AsrR, 1927-28; p.l84, Pla. XLIX. c, LVII a-d.; ibid., 
1925-29, p. I bO i.!ill., 192~-30. pp.l94-5, P1D.X'LII. 
b-Cj I.LIII. 

~, 1921-22, pp.85-87. Pls. XXIX.o, XXX a-b. 



o£ ~ str~~c ~nd ~~rtly on the rock-f~ce on both Did~s o£ the 

stre~m Dtretchin~ £or a concider~bl~ dist~nce. ConspiouoUD , 
amollG tht> rock-out fienres ere (' Siv(\ he~dt 30 feet hiGh t'nd 

1 

a se('ted Gt'~e6at 22 £eet hieh, both on the stre~m bed, end a 

standinc fieure of ~~rG~ on the rock-f~ce ebove the atrenm. 

T'uey E're crude <'Ind primitive E'nd hE've no knoHn p~rt\llelo in 

style or iconoera.phic det:;-ils. The f)i'l;e if) dntt'd on styUotic 

considerations of the other Group, the deto?hed soulptures, 

from the 9th to 12th c(>ntu.ri(?s A.D. Uo ancient settlE'c~nt beo 

yet been discovered near, but its existence is ~tur~lly inferred. 

Three PVla records fOre knotm from South-Er>st :Beneali they 

represent short votive inscriptiOns incised on the pedeDt~ls 

o£ imeges. These are: (1) The ~mndhuk Ge~esa im~Ge inscription 

o£ Gop1>la II, year 1 i (2) The 13~ehZiur3 N§r~Y<'~t\ imeGEt inscription 

of f.'whlpala, yeer 3; E'nd (3) The N?ra~npur Vin'5yaka imc-ge 

inscrip'tion o£ Mehlpa18, year 4'--- all discovered in the Comilli 

district. Their importance lies in the £act that they r~f~r 

to .~ re>icnine u.onflrchs and their regnal wtes. Thus they 

furnish the only informe>Uon so fflr a.vailable pointine towDrdS 

P51a contact with this region. ~eir value in iconographio 

studies is no less sieni£icont; two bear the names of the images 

on Hhose pe>destala they are incioed. 

The historiCDl infor~tion derived from such a source is 

by its very nature ~~sufficient and inconclusive, and it often 

1. For de>talls, see App. A, t4~. 4~.44. 
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P/1A.&.j 
le3voe room for,doubt ~n1 controv~rcy. Th~Aproblcmo rel~te 

to the confl' ctinG evidoncE' of the l·!nndhvl<: inooription l'nd 

the identity of tho kine r~fE'rred to in th~ othp1' tl~O. ProbleCls 

such ~s these c$nnot be resolved without help from othE'r oourcee. 

Fortuntltely l~P hove ·ooce ouch help in thiEl calle, tmd it 10 

1'oosiblo to ccme to a rcn£lon.E\ble conclusion rpCl'lrclin{; the 

qUeGtiona irrvolvf'd. 

!fu~ tkmclhnK: G.?ne~Ct irnt'(,:eo,-inscription Of Gop[il~ ( f,f. ~) 
• 

~1ere is no controversy r~eordir~ the identity of th~ 

kinG Co:c)~l(:\ ot th~ :r.1;>';''1dhuk inDcription: he c",n be no oth<>r tlwn 

.?op~ltl II (C. 940-60 A.n.) of thE' P~ll' d;rn!'lst.y. 'On pnlMo:raphio 

g:L'cund.13 the inscription cannot be 8scribed e1 ther to Oo1'ola. I 

O:L' Gopala IIIt.1 The difficulty lies in findinc a s8tisfactory 

e~planetion for the discovery of the inscription in the Comill~ 

region (ancient S~mata~a), the h~art-land of the ~~ndra ki~~om. 

hOI:! th1::i,on.g scholar ooncludes t~t, "nt leflst durins the et;\rly 

years of the reign of Gopnla II, the Pala kinedom oomprised 

no·t only }1agadha and A:i:lg(?. in South IlH1Zir, but <llso the PnI:?-rf!Vardh~nf 

bhukti or north Benesl and Samatata (apparently also VanCa or 

pal't of it) in 'Vlhioh the Tippers cllstrict was ai tuated". 2 How 

could SaIWtata form a p-'rt of the pna Y..ingdom in the first 

yenr of Gopa1a II's reiGn when it W3Z definitely known to have . -
been undel' the rule of Srichandra, and at a time ~lhE>n Chandra 

pOt1er was at i ts ~eni th ? 

1. Froe.I.H.G., Alisorh, 1960, p.39. 
I 

2. nIQ., Y~rII, p.55. Also of. !!., XXXIII, p.136 • 

.. 
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The difficulty is incrE'C:'.sed by tho fnct thnt tho inscrip­

tion does not montion any geogrDphicnl nnmeOt ~nd its plnco 

of oriein c('lnnot be definitely (lc:;oe>rtninpcl. i.'ilte llr{;um(mt 

thnt this lnr6e imD~e is not likoly to ~~ve been broncht from 

a dint~nee is not fully convincing. It ~mo c~rv(>d in R.~jmnlwl 

blrocl: boo{\l t end the IllDteriC'l b..."d to be impori;",d froo olltside 

in th~ first inntanc0. nut eUDPoGin~ th~t tho irnoGe WDO originnlly 

inotnlled in the nren l~here it wt!s diSCOVE'l'f'd, '''9 hove y('t 

to find a r("$oonable ezplnn0tlcn for its preGc-nCG thereo in the 

Gsneral pernpective of hictory. ~.iG ro~irc~ A ecnernl survey 

of the history of the rOGion dvrine this periou, C:'nd this we 

oh<~ll touch on ?,o briefly ~;·B wo CNl. 

Ue kno~l th.:'\t G(lpala II cnme to the thron~ of a declininc 
tI.J. 

and disintegrt'.ti~ Piila empire in (:.940 A.D. at the end ofAno 

~ disastrous reigns of NBra~~~p51a nnd R5jya~~la,1 his 

grllnd.fn.ther end father r('lsp~ctiv~ly. 'lh~ l:'\tter :ruled for 

at le~st 32 years. A number of Opierllphioal record.s of his 

tim\?-one pillar and four im.!lCc inec~i!'t.lonn, all from South­

Eilu1r-are known.2 But !'I.onE! of 'th~o 't'N:Ord ~n:I mili hry victory 

or political achievement of this ki~t (ll"d e%cept a fet., minor 

\-1orks of public utility no"thinz import.:tnt is on record about 

his lon3 reign. It is from th~ reoords of tho foroirr,n ru19TS 

that ,"e Get 8 glimpse of the Palo empire of hio timo. It lias 

prc,'ba'!:lly d~ring the later ptlrt of his or thoP. bpgimiill.{; of hin 

son Go~~la II.s reign that the Chandalla kine Ya~ov~rmen gained 

1. For details of these two reigns, see ~.t pp.121 ff. 

2. (1). :mn~nd5 PHlar-1nscriptlon% .£2.i.~. t XLVII, 
(2-5). Kurkinar Image-inscriptions, ye~rs 28, 31, 
end 3~ : HE., p.113. -

pp.III ff.; 
32 

, 



his tmel.'pin.; ::lili t:lry v:l.ctoricu cVElr fl ldde rll1lCe of' North 

L"l.di,"n terri to!'it'o 1ncludi~ 00111£1. Accord1:ne to the Chr-ndellfl 
1 I 

r0cordG, YnsovcrmDn tm,la l) oword to (cut dOlm) the GOU~I"!3 os 

if' they 110ro p1E'~ouro-cr(l~pera'. llis son Dht'lnao (C. 954-1000 A.D.) 

£\100 m<>int",ined the presoure end ic oni(l to h.w(> K:(!'pt in pfrioon 

t~H'l q-IlN'X'.i. of 1:5<llW cnd .tn:;~. 2 ?4i~ c.~y be tnt E>X"CGt>l'"ticn, . . 
'but we may tal:o it for cr<'nte-d th!lt (turinG the r.·iVlo of 

RAjY"'P-"!I? "nrl. his tt-Tt ~~'M"Rfll)7.';~t (101'01.9 II lind. ViCr(>hf'p'iiln II, 

P1'11:;;.1.1 fDTE'd b::C'.ly at '~ll(> h?l'ldG v r 7as O"V?1'llH':?l r-nn !lh~nc~.' 3 

About' the eeoc time tb.(!' Kf'l.nchul'i r~.llE"rs ale;) rtlid:?d v~rlous p~rts 

of tl:e Pal~ empi!·e. In their roco:rd", 4 th<'1re tlr~ l'ef'ert>nc('s to 

inc1U'cicl'lO o(;!'l.inot Pen.'js1 by two £uccElm:;ivo TWlachu.-:-i rulera, 

Yilvcrtij.f,o."va I t'nd his SOll LokQm<ll7:",r~jF.l- (C. 2nd lin=. 3rd qU('IrterG, 

10th cent. A.n.). ~ks~~n~raja 13 knc~ to have oonquered Odra . . . 
(<>:riseR) and is 2.11:lo seid to have boan • skilf'al in brol"kinc: 

~ . 
(i.e. defeatL~G) Va~51at.J The V~nGala v~rsion of this confliot 

I 

is prob3bl;v l'recerved in the h:rP~rbo1ic refOl"3nCe to Trailokyt'!-
I - 6 

chandrats t-lest~u'n u:peditiorls (Sylb.&t plate of Srich<lndra.). 

i'!he Ou:-;;1 izu;cription of' Pra.boc1.he.~iva (C. lOth-11th cent. A.D.) 

GtBtes t~~~t '(out of' feel' of ths K~lach~1 ki~~ 1) the lord of 

1. ~., p.132; N.C, &.y, Em!! •• II, pp.674 ff. 

2. !I., I. pp.126, 132, 145. 
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G~u~o li~o in the watery fort of th~ ce~·.l Neither tho 

~l~churi kina nor the lord of Gpuqa cen be definitely identified, 

end thE:> sease of the reference is e1so not very c1el'1r. But 

in thE:> context of known ov~nts the Verze may indic~te a teoporory 

ref'u{;e of El 1'a10 kin.:; in one of the Chendra strongholds of 

10~lC'r Deng?l. 

'Theoe for~icn raids rr~y be reGArd~d both ~s cnuses ~nd 

effec-ts of tho mili t<'lry t>1eekness flnd po11 tic!'l disruption of 
2 

1;h~ PBla kincdom'. But none of theoe incursions posed a refl1 

.. ' ;~.Iv threClt to its exh;tence. r:: oontrod, th(> coll'oi ty tho.t befell 

... r: "~' the P~lDs llbout this time on Account of the K<->mboja ocoupation 

of North end t10st Bc-l'.cral 111' .. ;:; by f<'r the most serio'ls set-bE'ck ., 
tlmt ohook the very foundation of their existence." It WE1S 

formerly believed th.."lt the Kemboja OCcupEltion took pIpee during 

the reien or Vigraha.p'iila II (c. 960-88 A.D.) or shortly after­

wards.4 In the light of recent information~he Sylhet plate of 

S;ichClndra)5 this viet .. is no longer ten£lb1e. l-/e now defini tt'ly 

know tlwt the ~~mboje. episode orieinated as early EtS 'l'railokya­

chBndr~ts time (C. 900 to 929 A.D.)6. There c~n be no doubt 

thtlt his contamporary PM'" ruler w(>s R:,ljY8p8la. (C. 908-40 A.D.), 
I _ 

beco,uso W$ l:now definitely the'!; Srichendra' s contemporary was 

Qo~~la II.7 It seems, therefore, fairly certain t~~t the ~mbojas, 

1. m., XXII, 135 ff. 

2. llli, p.133. 

3. lm,. pp.l33-4, 190-91. 

4. ,!0, p.133. 

5. S;Z1hf't CP, V.7: llhotto.oali Vol. p.183. 

6. P",k. Arch. No.3, p.26. 

7. .!l2.!§.., p. 34 • 
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tllkinc ~dv .. ntC!Ce of the wcoIc pooi tion of Riljynpfill1, ouoted 

him from his possessions in ~Tcrth t'nd ~[eot Eor..::;<>1, ~nd thtlt 
1 he, liS is elee~ly hintpu in th~ Chllndr~ inscriptiona, tooIc 

temport>rY ahelter in S~mat~~~ ~~der tho protection of the 

Chrllldrml. Thcse events muct ht'lve occ'U-:-r0d fflir1y bte in the 

life of R>ljy-<lpfila. Hhether or not we ('ccept these l(lter cvento, 

llhich must r<:'m<1in hy"pothf>tic~l e.t prE'oE"nt, the evidence> of tht" 

L~mboj8 usurp~tion of his BeneC'l dominions cert~in1y discerds 

+.110 theory t.het the f.k'mboja dynf'cties oricinf1ted fror.! hit'! t'no. 

~lnt they were e collp.terol br~nch of the P5lt's.2 The Ch('ndre. 

rC'cordo seem to sU£l'G'c:::t th,,'t in the-ir weotArn Dtr1lG'ClcD they 

l1ere probnbly involvE'/l direotly l1ith the Xnmbojec. He will 

discuss the queotion Inter. 
~ l\ ( j .. :J. ~I U"'~·-

G 
Briefly considered, this ,!-'flS the political condition 

prevailine ir. Eflstern IncUp. llhon Gopgla. II cPr.!e to prE>s1de 

ovor the declininG fortunes of his dynesty. He ruled for E't 

l~ast 17 ye~rs3 a.nd the following four records ot his period 

are known: 

1. Mendhuk im~ee insoription, ye~r l~ 
2. n~lClnda itu>ge-inncription, yeElr l? 

3. Jajilpara copper-plate i~~cription, ye~r 6? 
4. J3odh-Geya iliWce inscription, Undated! 

1. Ibid" pp.31-32, 34-5. 

2. .!!eo, pp.133-4. ,190-91. 

3. .!ill. , pp.131, 179. 

4. IRQ., XXVIII, pp.55-57. 5. !m •• p.173. 

6. .!El£ •• p.174. 7. Ibid. -

, 



Not much io knotm ebout him from tht'oe inccriptiono: tht' 

11 ttle that we know is from the rE'corc1s of hio desc(>nd_C'nto. now 

suppler.lC'~tE'd by the Cl1~ndr£'l in:Jc!'i~tic,nfl. T.ht" J~jilprrr.. pl("lt~ 

showo t~t he rec~ined the poooossion of·V~r~ndrI (North Eencnl) 

before the 6th Yl'~r ot hie rt'icn. 'illio must lk"ve lk"'pp<'ne>d 
I - 1 

after hio rE:'inotatem<>nt by S:-icttl"ndra. Ills gr~tefUI dencendC'nto 

rE'membered him for this, but (Ill thot they h<>d to SCI;;- 1n thE'1r 
Ol 

r<.>cords io th,,-c 'he l-1<'S '\;ll() Eole ruler of the> e"lr-I;h for ",lone 

time t •
2 

The statement is 110t only v~.;ue but incorrect, Nl 

c"liiclenced by conte.npor~:ry .. 'ocords. Il.C. 5 en l-rho ex<'rainE'd them 

cnrefully observes: "The incompetence of the monarch l"nd the 

deterior~tion of th~milit~!'y efficiency of the P5lo empire of 

the tiDe £11'0 £I.mply mt'.nifest in the ca.lf'mi ties llh1ch befell 1 t 

one after .r:>nother".3 ~lis moy be ree~rded Nl a f£lir comment on 

the actual achiever.wnts of this kin.:.; end the state of affairs 

of his kingdom at l~aGt to the end of the firot ye~r of his 

reign~ith whioh we are ooncerned at present. 

~is brief survey of the political condition of the P~la 

ecpire during the first hDlf of th~ loth century A.D. givea US 

some idea wh~ther in the pr~va11inG circumatences or in the 

chnractor e.nd 'f\chievemilnts 0;: the P~la lr.ings of the period th9re 

wes any possibility of Gopala II's 1nheri tine from his pre­

decessor) or himself conquering" the distant terri tory of ~m",tata 
• 

2. Btlngerh, AmgEichhi and 1·!~n.:l.h.."Ili CP.s of M~hipala I, Vigrallap:3la 
and J,l:~danape:la respectivelY2 !!:!!.. pp.174-5. 

3. Sent Som~ nist.As2~ p.365. 

-, , . 



, -
in the first YOf'r of his rE'ien from SriehC'ndr(1, the ere~t()~t 

of the Ch~:tdrn rulero, Elnd at 0 tit:'lE' ,·/hen the Pr;lr> kin..~(loc W(lO 

be-oet .-li th crrClve dE'll{;<'rs 111'ld eVE'n I1lrnost lirruidf'ted by th9 
, -

~mboj~ uourpation. Aftl'r Foueh E'n event, Sriehcmdro, the leser, 

is htlrdly eJ::pected to foel' 'ere<lt in the eret".t festivity of 

rein~t~tine GOP~la:.l Our conclusion is obviolw)E'nd is supported 

by all the Elvailable evidence. tIe therefore rt'ject the viet., 

of D.C. Sircar ~nd others following him th3t Sam.~t(1~a ever formed 

a. rrort of Gopala IIts kincdom. 

now then <Ire we to oocount for the discovery of the 

t!ondlluk in:lcription. which undoubtedly b<.>lonco to Gop7i.l<l IIts 

r~ien in the Cocilla reeion? In the absence of any direct 

evidence the question ia likely to remctin an 'IUll101ved myntery. 

But in tht' lieht of knov1ll facto, it is' possible to suecest the 

following three probabilities. 

~t.. 
1. Illl!'t the Vwndhuk image w~s £1,,.. import into Stlrn~tE'~a 

from North Bencal, as eueeested by D<lni.2 

2. 'l'hot the illk"!ge, proba.bly a f~mny deity, WDS broucht 

by one of the follot-lars of Gopal(l II to St'lrn$t~~n and 

Z'E?illstalled there during the temporary refu.ce of the 

P~l~s in that ~reet as indicated by the Chandra. records. 

3. That one of the followers of the Pals kine inst~lled 

the iCElge originolly in Sacsta~a. during' their r(>~e 

there and recorded the neme of his Olin kine thoueh 
) 

the territory w~s under the Chandres. 

2. Proe. I.H.C, Alig~r~! 1960, p.3~. 



tm~tever moy be tho expl~nntion. the presence of this 

io.?c;e-inscription in the Com111o. rC'cion does not prove by 

i t::;elf' Qop'f:'lo. II's domin(\tion over the erell. It mEly rather 

be t::>ken es a corroboration of' the Cl1!"ndrn records th::>t the 

P1"'l[ls took rofuee :ion Sf.lr.Jatatn ('nd Gopi'ilD. II r('g::>ined hio throne . ,-
wi th the help and support of Srichrmdrn. It is in thio context 

th8t a well-composed end oft-repeated but inode~~tely understood 

ver::;e in tha Pals recorda seeo:; to mllke aenes. t'~e quote it 

be 1 ot-r: 

'lbe verse describes' the lvenderincs of the elephf'nt forces 

of the P~la.s in the e!'stern rt'gions full of' t-lOter, the l.i.!'ll'~ 

mountains in the south, etc. 'lilis aimless wondering of the Pille 

forces in ~ll directions ha.s bet'n interpreted by scholars as 

a covert E'llusion to the loss of their p(\tern~l kincdom £lnd the 

vain attempt of the ill-fated Pal~ ki~ to oeeKhelp and rpfuce 

, 

in variouc~ qua.rte~s. 2 
'llie Verse occurs in five of the P~lEl records3 r 

and is applied to no feNer th<'ln four sepa.rElte kings. '!he etlrl1eat ,. 

occurrence is in the J'i\jilp"!lr1';o pla.te of Gopala II where it is r , 
applied to him. The oth~r occurrences are in the two pletes of I 

1. IHQ., XXXII, p.52. 

2. !m., p.136; G.L., p.IOOf'n. 

3. (1) J~ji1pc.rEi CP of Gop'g~ III (2) ~ng~.rh CP and (3) 
Belwfi CP of r,!t>hlp~lC1 I; (4) 13eh;a CP l'nd (5) lmGachi CP ot 
Vigrl\!wpiHa III. For references, see . .!m. pp.173-4. 

I' 
I 
! 
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1!C'hlpHa I, epp1y1!l3 it to hin ft'ther, V!Grolwp"i!1a II, E'nd E'leo 

to hir.1ce1fj rmd in t,~o plf't~s of Vicr1"'wp7>1tl III who t'Gl:lin c1E'i1':10 

it for him::e1f. This undou.bt<?clly ~TE';>lcf'n.:3 th(> E'r,';Ur.1C'nt in fC'vour 

of the llbove intl'rpretation, l ond. nony scholera doubt the rt'lation­

ship of the ver:;e tp E'r.:y p~rticulrr C'vent in tb." P51.C' hiGtory 

pnd t .. ke it as a mere encor:lif'stic cor.lpooition.2 Bat \'I'ith our 

presC'nt knowledGe of the K,:>r.;boja usu.rpf'tion tlnd tIlt' Elvents tlk"t 

folloned it in the lifE' of Gop?;la. II, l-Je> !w.ve re{'son to t"ke a 

different vievl. llb..!'\ttasflli obcC'rvl"d long (1C03 tlwt "Then £) Vt'rDe 

describinG some event in the hictory of a. r.1oIk"lrch is copied in 

the r('corda of hi..; descendf'ntc epp1yin(? it thl?;JlcelvE'S, the e:>rl1est 

applicC'tion is correct ,(lnd thnt the l?ter r<?prod.uctions ere 

either forCE'ries or works of Isilly prnegyrists', or it coy even 

denote similar events in later periods ~nd is thus e~"llly 

applicable. In any cE'loe, its appliCfltion to Gop~la II need not 

be doubted. It is now:, evid-:nt from the Clwndra records thClt 

the P5la dominions in Bengal l·;ere lost d.urinG the loter yeeI'D 
. I<1'tvo 

of Rajyap'5la,and not of VigrehaplUa II, es *7.hitherto believe:!. 

The credit for partial restoration of the paternal kingdom must 
now be eivE:'n to Gopola II and not MahI1'ala~;·I. This verse m..., tt-., 

corroborate.' l"lhat has been stated in the ChMdra inscriptions 
Ill.· 

~nd alluded to in the Gurei inscription of Prabodhasivat~ 

~., p.136. 

. , 

~, XVII. 1'.128 ff.; ITIQ, XXXII. 1'1'.52 ff.; R.D. ~nerji. 
Pf.'lNl of Il('n,)n1. 

3. ~.t XVII. pp.354-5. 

4. Ibid., XXII. p.135i ~, ~p.55 fn. 
'. .~'". 
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thot aopnl~ II, and clso prob~bly so~o of his d~ocend~nto took 

sheltt>r in ~(1~!'lt!'lta, 'the e~st(>rn 
t4 • 

cClmtry Hher"" w(lter cboundo' , 

be>fore .\r(>~:tor[1tion of their 

in this lisht, tho prcs~nce of' tho lT8nd.hul: 
• COr.lil15 rEtgion io ~(>.rdly ourprioinc. ThiS frit:>l1-'.ly c01mtI"'J 1-1[10 

his base of opGr<ltions; since he could not I\':;:;.~ L'ozt Bc:mGl'l 

(R.:;;~h5) from the usurper, tho struG'~~le prf.":JUL:nbly contil'llll'd 

during the tir.16 of his dcscendt'nts, come of 1-,hom f['cC'd Ili tb. 
J 

.' 
sitdlnr ai tu.."ltions, moy well h!'lve t<lken the sm:l€, course. 

Uh(lt ap:?e!'lrs to be rdC'nificC1nt i.;: thet J~his veroe of the 

P51a inncriptions !lnd tIlE" l't'ferencl?s in the Chr>nd:r1l in£1Cl'iptions 

attest to £\ friendly relr-tionchip betweE'n th('oe tvlO contC'r.lport"ry 

dynnstieo. If this vie\~ is f'ccep-ced, it ,.,rill exp18in the rt>l"oon 

for the absence of eny hostile reference to e(lch otht>r in their 

rocords, thoueh in tho Chnndra records th~re are refl?rencao to 
1 victoriouS wEIrs against the GauCJ.t:s. Ifllic tt>Tm 'G('\ug.("1s· is 

generally taken to imply 'the P~lao' b~cause they wer~ the l~eiti­

mate rulers of GQ.ug.a cmd ~lere kno~m as s~ch by their conternporClries, 

and also bec!'use the P~lCls in "their om'l rocords in'!lIriobly cl"llaA 
2 

themsolves the 'Lordo of G('JU~n·. Eat in the liGht of the above 

facts, there ~re reClGons to doubt the corr~ctncns of this assumption. 

In the first plece it is difficult to reconcile the fact th~t 

successive Ch?ndr~ rulers were providing shelter to tho dispossesoed 

P~las Pond fight~ing bllttles to r~inGt~te them, while on the 

other hend they are supposed to have carried on victorious wore 

1. P",ic. Arch. , No.3, pp.30 fr. 
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~c"inGt the very s<,o", P1'ilNl \-/hom the>y h.;"'d rf'inotnte>d. I1-.d 

they \-1~nt('d to disposcess thE'm,thl're is no r(,f'con tilly they did 

not do 00 \-lh(.>n the l'dvercflry \'1£10 1l.."1.der their cuotoc1y. The P~l(lo 

durin,:; thiz p(>'I'iod tltereo otru.'j·ClillG for thC'ir very e:4istE'nce 

ond \ a:re moet unlikel:Jr to hr"ve provokl?d th(> enroi ty of thE'lr 

('rst~~hile friendn. Secondly, in the loth cE'ntury the Gl'u.qn. 

kincdom in the n!'rro\~er [lenD"l \!nD und(>r the dOr.1inC'ticn of 

th(> K<lr.1boj~s, !'nd n rE'fE'renc(> to Gr>udl'O or thE:> O('ludn kin:.:; durin,:; . . 
tht"t period should ml?C'n in tht> prop<:>r s(>noo thE:> K,. ... oboj('!) or 

t11oi'1' kin;;, the common em'mies of both. The c<'mpr>ir,no of the 

Chrnd'1'<'z in the t'l(>otern front rl".l'y, thE:>r(ltfort", h..."we bN'n dirf'ctE'd . 
t"G!'inot thE'oE' e-nemies r>nd not the P?1es. If thls inter!)rE'tC'tion 

1. 

.• 

ThE''I'e is no definite inform?tion reG'l"rdinc- th(> pr(>oio(> 
location of Geu~~, (lnd like most other flnciE'nt divisions of 
Bencel, it ?dmite of ~ considerf'ble divE:>rcencE." of opinion. 
~1~ ~v~il~ble informntion pointo to ~ country not v~ry f~r 
1'1'00 tho SE'P co~zt. In ·th~ 7th century A.D. the c~pit~l of 
thG G~ug.e. ki2ll1' VDS undoubtedly (It KI>rl;l<'DUVE'I'p? nE:>or mod~rn 
r.:urshidl:\bfid. This i!:l oupportE'd by the l\h(1visyo Pur~nl;'l \,lhich 
do finE's C~ud~ AS 0 territory lyinG to tho no}th of L1f;dw~n 
And south of t.he P('c1r ... ~. An ei:;hth century t-lork (/Inl"rr:h"­
r{.i'~hE'vo of r~ur7>ri: ~, 1900, p.279; ml, P.l3) however 
t)f'ntion;o ChnmpEi, ncw locf'tf'd no('r the city of Burd.w1"n 
(Ilunter-Stat.Acc. I, p.368)t>s its CE'pitol. Frot) the lc>ter 
lk""rt of the 8th cf'ntu.:-y omn{rds, thE' Pf:'l!'o were stylE'd 
tGE'uQ,ebvarn', but G<IU~~ i teelf t-las still rE'ferred to flO 

a Vif":)1(l ,qui to distinct from other poli tic!'l uni to, eGpE'cblly 
V~l\ca. Political union under tho PPla oovereic;ns ~fter 
GovindE'ch~ndr('l 's depth HOS fast ml.'kin; thE" terms 'V('DG£lP!"ti' 
E'nd taE'U~ObvvJ:'e t iutercl'wn:;e1?ble \'li th thE' implied ch.~n:~e 
in t(>rritoriE'l sense Nl l~p.ll. It will,- tht!>rcfore, E'ppe?r 
certain th0t G?uqa in the 10th century A.D. dcnot~d (I 

te>rri tory in H('st Deme1'll bound~d on the north by the Gnl1(jC'o, 
but on th(' sO'U.th its extent set;'mo to lwve beC'n limited llt 
times by the river Ajay, find et oth~r tim0S to h/'lve includt"d 
the Verdh~mnn(! division. Cf. ~., pp.12-l5. 



i 

is E"ccE'pted, it Hill eoxp1l'in 17hy' th'."ra WilS no r(>t ... l1r.ttion 

E"GDinct tho provocativ(> c6sti1ity of the Ch~ndr ... o even durin~ 

the time of l':l"hIp~l1<!' Ir Zollten the ~osi t.ion of' the Ppll's s(>('ml?d 

to hr>vc:> il:lprovc.>d considernbly. It C!lso mrpll'linl3 ~Ihy thC'ca 

c.:"mpr" i,~c f'ZDinc t tl,:a Gtlug. ... s continuE'u. only f'or thre-(> Gene-r(ltiono 

from Tr~ilok~pch~ndre to K~l~~r"ch ... ndr", pre-cicely the pariod 

when the K~mboj(,G were in occupCltion of G~u4(' prop(>r. I"nd ... bruptly 

('nded in the time of' LDq.f'lv.'>ch!"ndrn, tlht>n Ilt'hip1'la. I l1PS Clble-

to reo tore the mf'jor pClrt of the territory punhina bpck the 

K~mboj(!o to the dist(!nt south. l This (!ppe~ro p1eo to exp1 ... in 

lJ'''J hail Lag.Clhr-ch(''Udrn, lIhUe Obviously in enjoyt:l~nt of' full sove-Teicnty, 

~ WE'S {'ble to perform hiD pi1cril:laG(>s to V~rDn ... si end Prp~l.o2 
Idthout f'rousin~ hostility from ~ny qwrter. It is quitt> poceible 

that the friendly re1r>tionchip between theeo two CTE'('t dyn~sties 

~1l\S further strofl(jthened by mf'trimoninl or othE'r o.ll1l'1ncNl; this 

may hElve ultimately le-d to e pe<'ct>ful trClnsfer of powc.>r into the 

h~nds of the P01~s efter thp death of' Govind~ch~ndra,3 prob~bly 
due to thE' 1tlck of {'. mole heir. No def'inHe concluoion io 

possible on such qupstions bpf'ore toTO have furthor evidence, but 

~le Tirumo1ai inocription of' n~jendr~cho~(' I (1012-1042 A.D.) 
mentions {'mong the def'EH'ltt'Cl. kiU[;o one Dh('1l"!:1E'pe; 1", of' 
Do~~abhukti. He is g(>n~r~11y believed to bee scion of' 
the> K<"mboja f'flmily (1m, p.138 ff.). The Sflme record shows 
Z;Icahipah I to be in possesaion of' uttara-P,i)dhi', mora or 
less identic(.'ll· 'I·d th Gauq.e.. • 

2. Pak. Arch, no.3, pp.22 ff. 

3. The question will be discussed later. 

• 



tho indicationo ~ref in our view, r~~son~bly cle~r to cupport 

this Nll'UI:lption. In f'ny CN1<', there io no definit~ evidence 

to 3UCG<':::t f't hootile or Dub,)l'dinr-.te rf'lfltionnhip.l 

The only other n>cords from :&let Bf'n:;"l ~lhich m"y belon.:r 

to " Ppl~ kin::'; lire the tHO irn~C'(>'-inocriptiono, nloo diocovE'red 

in the Cooillfl dis'trict, d"ted l"ecPQctlvc>ly in the third "nd 

1 h-- 2 1 fourth r~cn('l ye:'l"c of CI kill{! Cf' If'd r,lp ipr>lll. The rnDG(>1J (\1'(' 

specificC'lly mentioned to have been in8tDlled in Somat[l~o within 

the dominions of this kin,;. There c<'n be, thereforo, no dicpute 

thnt thio M~hipt;ll'! w<'!s ruling' OVE'r S~flW.ta~a in th~ third pnd 
I • 

fourth ye<'.rs of hiG :rei;?l. ne is styled only 'Sri' in the firlJt 

find 'rn?baraj5dhiraj~' in the second record, but there cnn hardly 

be Dny doubt that one end the same person ia referred to in both 

~ cases. Palf'eographically, the inscriptions have been dated 

to e period between the last quarter of the lOth end the 11th 

centuries A.D. 3 

Some controversy e~ists regarding the identity of this 

king. Th(> evidenoe of PEll(1eocrE'phy hes not been able to solve 

the problem because :'!lurt;· then one prince of this nt'lme is known 

to have been 8snociatad with Bp.ne~l during t~,t period. The 

1. Cf. Im'l..Cult., VII (1940), pp.409 ff.; J}J.I.H., XLII, 
pp.GGl ff. 

2. Fvr details, see APr>. A, Nos. 43-44. 

3. go, XVII, p.355; DIo., XVI, p.633; Ind .• C1.),lt., IX, p.l22. 

• 
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rC'cordo do not Give Elny indication of the kinGs linN16e. An 

such it i[1 pos:.lible to suecreot his idE'ntificntion td th llny 

of the follmdnc . four princE's b~:i.~ ~ ~~: (i) 

I'!Clhip"bla. I (c. 988-1038 A.D.) ~nd (if) l~(>hlppl~ II (c. 1070-75 
A.D.) of the P51n d~~sty ; (iii) ~ahip~l~ I (c. 912-44 A.D.) 
of the Gurj{-lre Pr{ltlh~I'~ dy;.1N.1ty of Kt>nDUj; and l'lzo pooGibly 

(iv) o. hi thE'rto unknotm prince of Se.rr~.,tat(l of tMt n~me • 
• 

AmOl'l[; these four, the cl?im of tho Pretlharn NElhlp~l~ 

is the '·1(,.:'lIcent. This idontificCltion ~ll"S sw;c<,cted by D.C. 
1 . 2 

Gflncu1y, but it hCls not been accepted by nny other scholl'r. 

Gl>.nGuly's vie" is bC1sed on the foct tlw.t PrCltllWrn J.i('hlp~l" 's 

fnth~r )l!ehendrap~la I,conquer(>d :South Dih€lr find North 13encCll 

from the P?las;3 but there is stronc evidence to prove th..,t the 

PrntlhnrCls were ousted from the Pala territori~s much earlier 

than the third.' ye>Clr of Fiahip"bla 'z reiGn. 1,1ore>ovE"r, there is 

no pr~of whatsoever that Comilla district (Sameteta) Gy,er formed 

a part of his O~ Ais fElther's kingdom.4 palaeOGr~PhicOl evidence 

is elso Clgainst it; llha.ttElsali, the editor of the firat record ~ 

places it about 976 AoD.,5 while Sirc~r, the editor of the second 
6 

r~cord,pleces that in the 11th cpntury--- much too lnte for 

associating them with Pratlhara Mallipala. This identification 

cay thorefore be definitely rejected. 

1. TIIQ., XVI (1940), pPo.179 ff. 
, 

2. ~., 631 ff.; ~., XXVIII (1952), pp.51 ff. 

3. ~,p.129i IIIQ., XV, 511; ~., XVI, pp.l79 ff., 632. 

4. IHQ., XVI, pp.631 ff. ; ibid" XXVIII, pp.51 ff. 

5. !!, XVII, p.355; TIlq,. XVI, p.633. 
6. Ind. Cult., IX, p.122. 

• 



H.C. n."y'o oU.';G'eatien th"t r.!.('!hipr>l(' of th('r:(> in£lcriptionn 

m0Y be n hitherto unknOr1ll rul<:>r of s"'r:lOt,,~~,l thouG'h not 

it:\prObDbl~, io 1>ur(>1y hypethotic~1. TL(e duplic<'tien of cu,,;Cf>O­

tiene en such inoufficiont dDto iO t ~c the cchol~r himcelf 

Cldmi tn, undesir<lble. '.rhe Su.::;G-:'stion mr>y bli' k('pt in mind, but 
• 

'\oi0 do not rezprd it as a prnctic<,l propoci 1tion. 

Thnt lef'v('s only two contC'nde-rs, r'!f'hlppl<, I find II of the 

P.il", dynf'oty. Althou[\!l thert. io no c1efillitC' proof, moot cchol<'ro 

are in fcvou.r of identifyinG' thE" ruler of the inocr1ptiono with 

ono of theco tuo Peln kinzo. Their connection "'ith BenGal is 
j 

iL."'lqueotioned f'nd their datE'S a.l(;o aeree qu.i te well ld th th£> df'tos 

suc::;ested by the po.laE'oG'raphy of the records. en thec£> erounds 

the records can be equallyattributod to both of than~but ccholnrs 

generally prefer '~1ohI~la I (c.988-l0~6 A.D.),2 b£>c<'uoe heo is 

well-lenot-rn for th£> rC's"lioration c·f the ni tr;yr-r'T>jF (pateI'll!'l 

ldnt;dom) and its E'xtension in all directicn~. 3 'lhe attribution 

seems to fit in l~ell ~lith thE! fame and e:10ry of thC' reien 
I 

't:hich history and tredi tion combine to ercate. Certain authorities . . 

even assume 'pitrya-r'i:tj;yn' to mean South-Eo~t Benee-l, and take 

thece records as evidence of ito reotoration.4 Thus, on the ._-
basis of these asslloptionst Ua4ipnla 

conquest or restoration of the whole 

1. IRQ., XVI, pp.63l fr. 

j 

I h~s beeneredited with the 
i 

of Bengal .md Diller. 

2. rnid., p.632; ibid •• XXVIII. p.55; ~1lB., p.137; L"ld.Cult 
viI; pp.41l-12; ibid., IX, p.123. 

3. ~,pp.136 ff.; ~, LXI, pp.77 ff. 

4. Ind.Cult., VII, PD.411 ff. 

• 
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~1~hIprlla II (0.1070-15 A.D.). on the oth~r h(lnd. is not tc.volU'ed 

os he is knOlffl to hlwe had a. very short f'lnd troublosome reien 
v 1 

terr.Jinatin:: in the lJuct~eaEful Kaivarta re~l t. -~ 

The inclusiQn of Bih.~r Elnd Horth find rJest Bencral in the 

Pala. kil15d.om of that time is undoubted, though MohIpala I's 

own conquest or reotor(ltion of them mr>y nOt-' be very much doubted. 

The licited n~tlU'e of his success has been pointed out by H.C. 
2 

~~y by &1 an~lys1s of the eLlrlier sources, end this is now 

c~pplemented by the evidence of the ChQndra records.3 They 

elso dispooe of the popul<>r theory thet VigrEllulpala II (c.960-

88 A.D.) lost the Pols Idl'l(!dom and fortunes to the KPmboj~B 

@i't!:l::::aiElleasly Uil~g,.~{>Q m-t;lp ah ele~h0l'1t f~ePIiI 1 .. • H. IU"~9U9RS 

b oeef'!'el1 if 4dp ana l'ei:'tie~, Dnd that it W()s his illuotrious 

son end successor !>lahiprlla I, :who by hie he.roic efforta restored 

~ pe-t~re3. t.L.e!i8!l and revived its glory. It is not1l' proved 

beyond any doubt that the Kflmboj~s appeared ill history t'lS early 

as the time of T:rallokync}u.ndra, the contemporD.l'Y of lWj~p8la 
t! 

(0.) 908-940 A.D.)/ whose kingd.oCl loTtlS uSlU'ped, and it tles Copels. II 
"-

(C. 940-960 A.D.) who p<'1rtially restored it., ':Ille olU'rent 

impression regarding the re>ien of ~!ahiI>ala I is ~rea.ted portly 

by tradition based on insufficient grounds ~d partly by the 

oioa.pproprietion of the eulogistic verse of Clop'51a II (discussed 

above) • 

1. EI .. XVII, p.355i IIIQ, XVI, p.632 ; Ray, lliill.!. , I, p.311. 

2. ~., pp.3l5-24; mg, XVI, p.633. 

3. Peke Arch. No.3, pp.25 ff • 

4. ~., pp.26, 31-2. 

• 
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The nvoil~blG sourceD indic~te t~~t ~t the tioe of his 

p.cceecion, l:"hipi\ln I most probebly inheri t£'d the terri toriec 

of South DihVr ~nd North Ilene::>l from hie pred(>ce:::oor; hiG Olm 

conquocto t·/ere Hoi tf'd to lTorth Ilih.."r {lnd utt[lr"-r,,,~cfhi'i. (Ueot 

I!enrrol).l If the pr~sent r('cords are ottribu'!;t'd to hio, 

S('IO",.t<lt<o -and ap;:l".rE'ntly e.lso Venc::>-t-lill hl'v(') to bo c>ude>d to 
• 

hie conqu~sto. This inplies en irreconciloblo political situ~-

tion, dir('ctly in conflict Hith the evidence of conteopor<'ry 

rE'cords. 'r..le P5la. cOnl1('ction wi th VElilco-~~:!'.ai;,,:ta. ol"fore the 
• 

eml of Ch011ura rule rC"sts on unGure grQunds. 'E1Qre is {lboolutely 

no evidence to prove, e:::caJ?'t the ~bnd1,uk inocription, thnt 

the P~los bofore ~ehip5.la II.hDd eny lillie with this rerrion. 

Tho popular theory of Polfl cup:rem.:>cy in E.'otern B(;'ZlGol io ooced 

on th(> semi-historicol leGendo of T.5~nntha2 end cert~in 
ineccurate reporences in foreignrecordo. 3 o.n the other ~nd. 
no less than l.:?> records of the Chandres llE>rh6t nOh' firmly establish 

~'tninterruPtEld succession Q£ C~n P1ol1A in V£l.Dce-Saca.tt'ta for • 
five genera.tiona from Tr",ilokyach..""ndra to GovindachElndra, cover-

ing a period of more than 150 y~ars from c. 900A.D.,4 The T.1rumnlai 

inscription in pa.rticular prov&s that Govincl<'lchanc.%'a wns in 

possession of Vancre-Saaatata till A.D. 1021-23,5 long after 

the third and fourth yotlrs of l~hipaln I: s reign. 

1. ~. pp.137 ff. ; JASB, Letters, VII. pp.218 ff. 

2. ~., pp.182 ff.; IRQ., XVI, pp.2l9 ff. 

3. ~,Pp.15-16, le-19; Sen, Som€> Irist. Asn., p.327. 

• 
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The Piil<-l records de-fini tE'ly st<'te thvt th('!ir kin:;doll 1-1<'0 

usurpeo. vnd their fortune woo at ito 10tH)st obb ~t tho time 

of r.r£'llipa.la I's ococ-scion.1 It io knotvn from his J3r;l'l0<,rh cr:mt 

tllC'l'!; till tho 9th yeC'lr of his re>i(p'l he t-1El8 e!lG<I:;ed in n otruc-:;lo 

\.ith the K/:!I':lbojvs. ~or thE! rcntor<'tion of th(.> p,-.t!'I'nnl ki11Ddotl. 2 

~m_d this tl1lDt h<,ve requir€'d his entire otrE'ncth. The rC'corus 

le~ve no doubt 1;h;:11; in these e~rly ye.nl's 1.lv!l.Ir{:';1:;. I WN': rul1nr; 

l' decodent princip<,li ty. 3 Could such Do mo~.?rch posci:b;ly lu-vo 

the {l.bility to lE'l-'d (In expE'diticn to Srltl::1t<!to C'ud ~lr('st it 
~ 

fl-om the pCHerf'"al end llE;'l1-est.:>blished Ch-;ndrt'ls in,,£irst few 

ElJ~ruecline years of hio reicn? Since Snmata.t.n cOllld not hnve 

bee>n rc;.>tcined by him for tll0 yeora tli thout controlli~ the 

inte:rv'enin.~ terri tory of Vanen, the a.ttribution t·,0t11d (1100 

imply his conqueot of Venca.,4 th('lt io ,the totl'll liquida.tion of 

Chl'.ndr<>. rule in South-Ee.st l1eneal! ~e attribution of these 

inscriptions to Mahipala I must therefore be rejected. 

We m..'ly no,", e:::amine the claims of lwhIpala II. ~e lU.'l.in 

objaction to his identification is his short cnd trouble:some 

reign. All ~uthoritieB however agree that Kah:rpn1a II rnl~d 

fer at least four,if not five, years,5 and that there is no 

1. ~., pp.136, 141. 

3. IrrQ.~ xv, p.51l. 

4. Q.1:!!'t XXVIII, p.55. 

5. ~., pp.149 ff.; Ind. Cult., VII, p.412. 
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record of ~ny s~rious foreicn inv~cion duri~ this period. 

Hie reien, pnrticulflrly the l!HJt p...-:,rt of it, loIN) no doubt full 

of troubl~o: th~re were conopir~ci~s ~C0inGt him pnd he is 

10l0tJn to hE'vc> throun his ONn brotherz, SUr('lpr.l" c-nd Rr~r.1f'piil-:>, 

into prison, but ultimately loot both hiD thron(> E'n(t lifE.> in 
• 

D otru:;Cl(' ~C(linot his r0b"llioD.o chiE'fs. 0211? of th<.> cll('rc<'o 

r(>cordcd E>c<>innt him is thot 'he t-1<'0 c>ddictE'd to v£'rfl'rC", £'nd 

th,,1; dioreG<'rdiU[; t"ise counsel, he If'd <' 00[111 force l'G0inct 
1 

tDo pom'rful rE.>bc;>l chiefs (Ina tlet td th diopct(>r. :nut OV~n 

th10 cr1 ticioo shom, t11<'t he t,<'S no cOl·"llrd. ':fuus t~10 f~cto, 

his fi v(' yc;>('ro re>icn free from for<>ir,;Il interfer<.>nce E'nd pc-rclOnol 

cour.:>.::;<=, on the b.:>ttlefield, fJom"",h(lt mi11 tl'te flGElinnt the objection to 

hio identificfltion. Althoueh the KClivarta revolt \-1(1S l" Clojor 

dioEloter, there is no indic£'tion that b(>fore t~."t miG~p the 

Elf:f<:>irs of thE' st",te ,,'ere not sufficiently under control or 

tlwt l·k>hIp5ln II wac not in e _. poai tion to undertoke f\ mili te>ry 

e~p~dition to Somatata. Tho politic~l condition of th~t time 
• 

certDinly doos not make Buch an effort improboble or difficult. 

After the end of Govindac~~ndra's reign. sometime in the middle 

of the 11th century A.D., there W(llJ no comparoble power in Suuth­

Enst Beng~l to forestall such l'n att"ck. ThUD, in our vie\~, it 
'J: 

is not beyond thE.> ranGe of possibi\y that l!nhIp."l1a II in his 

firot or seoond yenr led an expedition to VflbG~-Spm(lteta and • • 
extE.>nded his dOClinion to thcoe reGions. But, ~s we will see 

pl'(>oentlYt he llK'ly also .l:k~vel in all probability., inherited .. 
these territoTies froCl his predcessor. ,. 

I>. 

1. Th~ detoi1o <'Ire r~coTded in S[\:tdh:'t;f<'rl'! Nf!ndi's Rl"m<'cE>rit2-
compoo(!d b<>t1"l(;l('n 1140 fmC. 1155 A.De (ed. R.C. J.lfljumd<Jr, 
Rtljoll.:")hi, 1939). 

I 
. ~ 

1 
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~le ottribution of th~~e inocriptions to M~h1~1~ II W0D 

fir~t oUCG€'st('d by Dt'ni, prir.lDrily on the bt'cia of Chc-ndrn 

chronolo~y: 'I m('\intein thnt the Piiln ruler c<'n be no oth('r 

th~n I:Llhipol::1 II, who edoblich&d hio authority in S0m("tt'~() 

llh"n probDbly the Ch..""ndr<'. rule he'd come to <'n ('nd t .1 Evon 
• 

D.C. Sire:'r .,ho f'LlVOur~ r'k'lh!p'5ln I hN: to admit th"t 'th"re 

is no inheront iI:lprobf'bill ty in tho identificCltiOl1 of r:Z'hipiiln 

of th{' :n.3"c-lWura inscription t'li th r:."lhlp"3lo II (c. 10Co-84 A.D.) 

of the PCilt' dyn('sty ••• In thClt case lie r.l0Y think of n continuoua 
- 2 Chrondra rule> in Eastern Ikne"l t-rithout £'ny Pnle inte>rreanum' 

;:i th th& recont discovoriE'~ of six Ch:'ndra inocriptiono, 3 the 

q'<lC'ntion of 'continuouo Ch'''ndro rule in E.?stern 13("n:;el is no 

lOnGer dO~'lt('ble. Therefore) if we ~rQ to accept contemporf'ry 
~ 

evidence- r<'thE'r thE\n conjecturAthE'orios of modern Gcholl"rs, we 

must plnce ~aln occupC\tion of Ve~f'-semE\ta~a after the tioe of 

Govindechandra. In thAt c?se, MrhIp'Clla II.see.os to be the only 

ruler to whom these tt~O inscriptions can be (lttr1buted at present. 
'. 

As hintc-d above, Samab~a (and, for tlwt llUltter VflI1ea also). 

ooy not Mve be('>n concruereod by l~t'lhlpala II himself. Certain 

fncts GUGITest tho!'t he ~y have inherited this terri tory from 

his pred~essor. One Sure~v8ra or SUrp~la, ~uthor of a m~dlc~l , -
work c~lled S~bd~pr~din~, m('>ntioned that his father BhadreSvflra 

1. p~r:. Arch. No.3, p.29; Frac. I.H.C. Ali':;Drh. 1960, p.38. 

2. Ind. Cult., VII, p.4l2. 

I -
(1) Sylh~t CP of' Srichr>ndrfl, ye!'r 5, (2) f.~"d"npur CP 
of SI'lchrndrE\, yeoI' 46, (3) D['cc~'CP of K~ly5~~chf\ndI'D, 
(4 .... 5 ) t~TO !,!e.in<"'mvi;i CP of !K>go,hach('lndrn, vnd (6) ~! .. ln[lm£' t1 
CP of Govindacha:tidro. For deteils, $'<'0 .App. A, If- 31"1 ff-
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s<'rvcd llS (> court phy::::iciztn to R..~tJ('1pf,l~, fJtylt"d Vl':ri~C'6V(lrZl, 

evidently th<, .P~la kil'l,'j (c. 1077-1120 A.D.); his crC'ndfnthcr 

Dcv(l~"!l" s('rv("ld kina GovindC'cht'ndrf', doubtlt"fJa the loot Ch<'ndra 

Idr.cr (c. 1020-50 A.D.), in th~ Ct'Ill('l c~p(lcity.l The d.:-tf'o of 

both Govind<,chendr<l l'no.. P.."rnZlpiHa ar(' knOlm frolll independent 

sources (TirUt:lolni inccription or.d Ri'm('chC'ritj' ); tItio aynchrontsm 

provides oorrobor{'.tion. ~d lllthouch it io not ctl'tl"d so, 

th~ pijlo occup:->tion of' Vtr>G,,-St'm?t"~[l 1'Ifter the d('tlth of Govindf­

oh ..... ndra t oppnrently without CI gap, seC'r.J.C to be il:1pli(>o.. In 

th"t CN::C', we Illny f\OSUtJ('I tlk'lt tIll" trl'nofcr of (luthority took 

pbce durincr the tioe of VigrClht'lp'1'sl(\ III (c. 1055-70 A.D.), 

or even sli[,jhtly ee.rlier. This is supported by the foot th.. ... t 

no Clwndr<J. rulcr after Govindnchrondra is knetm, ('nd a. reference 

in the Paln records snys th(lt ViGrahepala III 'tl''\'1E'rsl''d the 

t i · f 1 i d· .. ,2 Th P-l i ees ern rec on ~n course 0 1 s ~("':Yl.Jn;y5l. e <1 e. possess on 

of South-&"\st l3enc<11 durin..i the time of r':<1hipnle II seems to 

be d0finitely ~~t<1blished by these two inscriptions. The continua­

tion of the Pfln domination in the area till P.5mnpala '8 tioe is 
, -

indicated by the referE'nce in the 'S~bdnprtltlipa' and also 

probobly by an 0l:1ios10n in the R~n~chvrit~to mention Enotern 

:Bence1 l-rhen other territories under R,;:jmap'51e's feudotorles wero 

o€'ntioned, this being t<lken as <In indication tlwt Eastern l3once1 

was under the direct rule of the P~l~ kina.3 

1. rm, p.317; P.,k. Arch. Ho.3, p.26; J. ECc-elinc:, CElt. 
~nGcrit nSf, India Office Lib., Part V, pp.974::r: 

2. ~. pp.125-6; Ind. Cult. VII, p.412. 

• 
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~1~ P~l~ ouprem~cYt howev~r, did not l~ot lona. The 

11hol", of Vt'hGD-SClmata~a or Clt leflst n Ill~ jor pnrt of it seems 

to h~ve pnoc~d to the for(?icrn Y5dl'vll dynl'oty of Vfirlllt'no ohortly 

after or ev~n during the rei~n of BSmop~la himself. l 
The 

VEll'OC!ns in thE'ir turn \'II:~re aupplont(>d by f'nothE>r foreian dj'll<"1sty, 

the SenCls of K<"~'5t~ t within the BOlme century.
2 

'lhia ~/ao ~ . . 
period of greflt turmoil end confucion, and much ia yet unknown 

or incufficiently knovm. But no ne.·! record or frE-oh informa­

tion reC;BrdiJ?G these tuo dynasties h(ls come to lieht in recent 

years, $nd th(!refore we do not int~nd to deal with them in 

the present work. 

In summing up t-le moy reClson"bly conclude toot the reGion 

of Vll~(l-Sam~ta~t' did not come under the P210 ouprcmocy before 

the de~th of GovindechClndtaj the trensfer occurred moot , 
probr<bly during the time of ViGrClhap~la. III. 'Iile 1.!l'ndhuk inscrip-

• 

tion of Go~la II dOl?s not estE'blish palp. suzert:'inty over this 

region; rather it supports the evidence of the Chondra inocriptionr 

rE:'garding the temporary re-i'Uee of Gop11la II in Sarnatata b(>fore 
• 

his re>inst"b3m(>nt by Srich~ndra. 'llie other tHO E:'pi6raphs art' 

attributeblo to f.!ahlpF1a II, thus confirmin;rs the Pals posst'ssion 

of V(lnea-S8Ill!lt~~a DftE'r the death of GOVilld~chc"1ndra. 

~le 6E?ogrephical inforrnetion supp1iE'd by tre ~~e~ur~ 
E1nd N5"r~yn~pur in~criptions is interesting. vlo 'not. havE' evidence 

from s. conside:rElble> n:U:1ber of episrepho reGa.rdinG the gE:'oGra.phicnl 

1. ~.t p.4l3; ~, p.168, 197 ff. 

ill£. .• pp.204 fr. 

'\ 

I . 

h 
' . . 
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position end lil:1ito of the ancient kincdom of ~~~~t~~n. F.rOI:1 

the dat~ supplied by them it is possible to s~y with certeinty 

tlwt this ki!lGdom WClS f'orz:ted by the tr?ns-!.!eghnii' tr~cts b~Gicolly 

consistinG of' the Co::lilla-No~ldla1i Plf'in.
1 

'1he prosent inocrip-

- tiona provide y~t al10ther proof' in support of this viol-I. The:> 

identification of the villages of Bi1ek1ndClktt of the 13,:i'ch~ura 

E'nd Bilik('ndht'k~ of the n<ir~y~~pur inscriptions tli th the 

z:tod~rn villClge of Bilekendti8i in the Br~h~~n~ria subdivision 

-. -

2 of the Comilla district is sicnificent in this respect. 

2. !!.,XVII, p.353; Ind. Cult, IX, pp.l22-23. 

\ 



A P PEN D I X A. 

A LIST OF PRE-l>1USLDl INSCP.IPTItnS OF SOUTII-EAST DEOOAL 

• 
This liot includes the knolffl Prt'-l·!u.slim epigraphical 

records discovered in South-~st Benc~l ~nd ~~ othe~ records 

diccovered outsidt' this ~rea but ~vine either direct or indirect 

booring on its history. Minor r(.>cords such as illU'G'e-inccriptions, 

cl~y and t~rrpcotta t~blets, inccriptiono on pottery, etc. 

which supply no useful inforQation for this study are excluded. 

Ho hewe given a selection of princip"l referenc('>s to publica­

tions to focilit6te further enquiry, but bec~u.se of the le~th 

of the Dissertotion l'1E' lk'lve hfld to exclude all dencriptive 

accounts of the contents, ond discussion of Gome of the problems 

rois~d by them. However, ~n historic~l outline is Given in 

the introduction of epch section lrhich mt'y give come hint about 

the contribution of these records in their respective periods. 

l.k'uryc: Period (3rd. cent. n.c.) 

No record of the lilauryt's hC"s yet been discovered ih South­

Th-st Dencal, end there is no direct referencE' to this rt:'cion 

in their inscriptiono else~lhere. l3ut <:'vidence of r.!auryt' rule 

in north :BenGal is appar('ntly provided by record No.1, ~nd it 

is IllOSt unl1kE'ly the>t this re:;ion lyi~ on the border of the 

'voot empire could h~ve exist~d without some sort of subordin~te 

re-lntionship. othentioe, only one doubtful record is lcnown from 

this region which m~y be ascribed to pre-Gupta times. 
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MehE'sthi'in stone--ploque inocription (c. 3rd. cent. n.c.). 
Refer~nc~s: JASD, NS, XXVIII, pp.123 ff.; EI., XXI, 

pp.83 ff. 

2. SiltiR Im~ee-inocription (2nd. cent. n.c. ?J. There 

ere ~tronz arGUm~nts agoinot eoceptinz EO early a dot~ 
• 

for this unpublished end nissinz inccription. References ASIR, 

1930-34, Pt.l, p.38 • 

•... ~-
~-Ctgpta Period (4 th c('nt. A.D.) 

Tt'TO recome are kno.·.'ll from BE'n(;al at the oponine of the 

• 

Gupt~ period, both from outside this region. One refers to it 

incidentally, llhile the connection ~3ith the pther is only inferred. --. 
!Ihey hot~ever throw lieht on the poli ticeJl condition of Erlstern 

Ind!". 

3. "!E'her~uli Iron-pillar inscription of Chnndra (c. et>rly 

4th cent. A.D.). Th$ record refers to a military victory 

in V&~a. Refer~nces: C.I.I., III, pp.l39 ffo; Ell, pp.141-8. 

4. Susunia Rock inscription of'Chond;~vt>rm3n (c.350 A.D.). 

One schol~r connects this kine t171 th the fort of Chendre­

varm~n at Kotalipad5, ~ridpur district. References' C.I;I., . . 
III, pp.8, 140; EX., XIV, pp.361 ff. 

Gu~t~ Period (c. 320-507 A.D.) 

The follo~1i!l;.1' tHO Gupta records previde the fir::::t epiGrClph1ct'l 

r~ferences to S~meta~EI and direct evidence of Gupta rule in 

this region Dnd various other inforr~tion, supplemented bY,the 

finds of Gupta coins (see Ap,~ndi% B). 

'\ 



5. All~h~bpd Pillar-inccription of S~mudr~gu1'ta (c. 335-

37G A.D.). It mentions S~~~tn~a as a frontier (1'rnt~nt~) 

jkinGdom Eubord.ilWte to thl" Gupte l"r.lpire. Rl"ference: C.I.I., • 

p1'.8, 309 fr. 

6. G~~iehor Copper-pl?te in8cri1'tion of Vnin~cupt~, 
• 

Gupt<l yer:>r 188 (0:: 507-8 A.D.). It 1J03 dicco-.rer£>d in 

the COr.lil15 district ~nd provides evidence of Gupta rule in the 

Drep. 'I".lE> villl.'lCC' of Glmikii:;r~h~r ... of the inscription h~s been 
• 

identified 1'1i th Gu~aiGh(lr, th<." find-spot. Rl"ferences: EI. f XV, 

pp.113, 133 ff.; XXI, 1'1'.85 ff. 

Po~t-Guptn Period (6th cent. A.D.) 

~lis is reG~rded es en obscUl'e period. But fortunotely 
~ 

from a numbl"r of insoriptions and coins of thre~ kinGS, GoP?-

chondr"" Dharmaditya Clnd S .. mEicheri"dt>va, we know Goml"thing of 

thl" political condition of VC'iJ.[;a. in the 6th century A.D., thOUGh 

we h"ve as yet very little information ~bout thesl" kings themGelves 

or their conter.lporaries. !!hey are, hm'lever, the ea.rli~st knOt-m 

independent Talers of South-~st BenGel. !!heir order of succes­

sion As not yet settled beyond doubt, but their period is mOl'e 

or less sDtisfeciorily fixed on the besis of p<"1~~oC'r8phy pnd 

of the historical do-ta furnished by their inocripiions {lnd 
• 

coins. The centre of their authority seems to h.'we bet>n round 

Ko~filipp~a in the FVridpur district I the site of the • fort of 

Chpndr~va~'n' referred to in one of their records, and the 

findspots of five of these in~criptions. 

, . 



, 
jlO 

7. Joyarilmpur Copper-plate inscription of Ooppch.. ... ndrn, 

yeQ,r 1. ReferE.'nce~ Orisoa HistoricAl RE'IH."prch Journal, 

XI, No.4, pp.206 ff. 

8. r,~nllnsvru1 Copper-plate inscription of Gopochpndra, 

year 3 (or 33). These ~vo inscriptions (nos.7-8) . 
seem to indicate the west~TOrd e:x:tE'nsion of Go~ch(>ndra '0 Jd.nadoc 

to include the trans-Bh~crirath1 territories of the VBr~m~n.~ 

Dnd Denda bhructis. References: EI., XXIII, pp.155 ff.; JASD, 

Letters, XXIV (1958), pp.31 ff. 

9. Fhridpur Copper-plate inscription of Goppch.. ... ndro. ye~r 

18. This and the next four plates werE' discovered at 

KotEllipadn; the village of Dhruvilllti mentioned in the p1(\te . . . 
hf.'S been identified t'11 th codE.'rn Dhula~ noer the finds pot • 

Referenc{·s. Ind. Ant. XXXIX (1910), pp.195 ff.; JASD. lIS. VII, 

pp.416 ff. • 

10. Faridpur Plate of Dharm~ditye, ye~r 3. ~is record 

eloo mentions Dhruvil~ti. Refarenc~: as in No.9 • . 
l~. Faridpur plate of Dh.~~dityat undated. References, 

as in No.9. 
(7... 

12. Kurpnla Plate of Sema.ch.O;:;.).d.evCl, yef:lr 7. 'Ihe plate 

has not yet been edited pnd the details are not known. 

References: JASE, rs, VI. pp.429 ff.; VII, pp.476 ff. 

13. Ghueri'h~''l:i Plate of Sm:13cwre.deva., year 14. It mentions 

the 'Fori; of Challdrcw~rman t t identified with the 

oncient fort at Ko~aliIW-~a. Referenoes t as in 1ro.12; EI •• XVIII, 

pp.74 ff. 

lChf'q''je Period (7th c('J::lt. A.D.). 

The Achl'afpur plat~s of Devakhadea discovered in the la.st 
century introduced the eL"rliest known"independent dynL"sty of 

• 
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Sr'o..")t[;~:\. Since then th~ disoovory of Q. number of other record3 

end. (I' fC''t~ cOi!llJ, prtrticu1vrly i'l'oe the recent (lxc!lvC'tions at 

l:nin2"co.ti t hnvo flicnificC'ntly cdded to our knol·r1cdCe. !Zhe 

inforn~tion dorived from the 1ndiG~nous sources hDO also been 

supp1omC'nted by cortnin references in tho C'ccou:nto of tho Chino:;o 
• 

trC'vellers. 'fuere are a nu.'Jber of probleoo rCGC'rclinc tho :K!u>d£;a 
• 

kincdom and chronoloGY, ~~t consider~tion of econocy in space 

end time of the present work dOGS not percit us to diocuss thom 

at prcoent. 

14-15. A:;hrafpur Plotl$'s A and B of DevC'ldu. .... gca, both d. ... tod 

yoor 13. 'fI.lO plntes "!-lara iesued froe the Kh.. ... geo. 

capi tol Jr'Yr-Yv. ... m3~t<'-V0S1:'k[l, identified lli th codern n.."gkDcta. 

in the Coci11a diotrict. Besides DovDkhogcn, the p1~tes mention 

princG IlDj"rojobh~.tC:'lf identified with the kine R.~jo.bhc'\tt' of • • 
SE!l:"!<.;te~a of the Chin('se account~ queen PrDbh'l5vo.tI, Elnd the o(lrlior 

k1~s of the ~a.sty. !ilie Chinese synchrcnisc est<>b1ichos RE\jDr0jo.­

bhG.ta·s d£'tEj in th(' third qtWrt~r of tho 7th century A.D. (c. 671 • 
A.D.). Refor~nce: ASn N.~m.lt No.6; JASB, ns, XIX, pp.315 ff. 

16. Doulvlidl Snrvvr.nl-1!J£lge inscription of Dev<,l:lu>gcn's . . . 
queen, Pr<>bMv~ti. This short record 3.100 Civ(>s tho 

c~neo10cy of the Dl~~a d~~sty and confirms the evidance of 

tho P'hOVG pl(1tes (noc. 14-15). Referencos: EI., XVII, PPo351 fi.; 

Bhnttnsoli, lconocr~phy pp.203 ff. 

11-18. !!ain?>onti Plntos of Devfllch..'"!gcl) (?), unpublished. 

T'~cy h3ve been briefly noticod in Chr'pter IV under 

nos. t. 1-2. 

A 3. 

19. !.iC'iF',,:=;CDti P1nto of Ilf'lDb!U'.~<1, KhC'q.&Cl d;;nocty (?), 

U-~9ublish(>d. It 14~s been noticed in C14~pter IV urJler 

R~l<,bh~tn's thro~ gold coins hove ~1so been noticed in 
• 

r 
I· 
h • 

, 

i. 
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Tr~ncition P~riod (7th cent. A.D.) 

This is en obscure period r~presented by (\ cincle d~m~Ged 

record of cryptio styl~. Some of tho vit?l info~tion of th~ 

record is lo~t ~nd its ~~~veo,l S~lem~kes it difficult to 

fo1101'1 thea eVE'nts it .... 9 Q t"lo;., Ell) tIm {, instet"d cf beini! helpful, 

it h~s (lctUc"llly cl!eated e number cr olr£'fJolved problems. 'llle 

importance of tho record lies in the fact th~t it holds the 

k<>y to KhDc;lca-P",'it~-E:>rly-Dev~ chronoloGY t·:hich b at present 

:fixed on the doubtful ero~nds of p~l~eoGraphy only. 

20. 'Iippera Pl<'tE' of sr;m."nto Lokenii1;h<>, year .. 44. It 

refers to Lor","n!!t,u;;J.' s overlord. (P"l'''mE'6v(':r~) whose 

n<'ne i3 lost, to one J(>Yl'tun~Clvar~a, not idE'ntifii.'bl~ ,,1; pros~ntt 

ond to a king callalel Jlv('t1h:::~"n~, ic~ntified 'l-/i th Jiv~dli5r('lnn . ~ 

Iliita of the K.c>.il~n pl<>te td th which it be£'rs a clooe res (>mbll'nce • 

~.ue first ficure of the ~~te is miosi~, ~nd this haa given 

rise to a number of speculative theories. References: Er., XV, 
1'1'.301 ff.; Sen, Some Hist.Asp., 142, 321 ff. 

The P.5ta dynasty of S~m<ltR:a is knotm from $ sinGle copper--::, 

plo.tC' inscription r(>cently discoverp.d in the Comi11fi clistrict. 
1:4 ' -

Ii; Has issued bY"second rulel" of the dyn.:loty, Sridh~r~~ RLita, 

fron his c~pital at Devep<1rv~ta. not! id.entified "lith the southern 

pnrt of the L~lr.J'd hills. 'lila first king, Jivad.hi' rarE>· Rf.ta, 

appevrs to h.?ve st~.l"ted his coreeI' ss a voss~l of t1w sprue 

overlord of Lo~nath~ as indicated in inscription No.20, 

end subse~lently asserted his independence. The reference to 

r 

l , 
" . 
I! ,. 

, 
'I' 
1 

J 
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DOVClpnrvl'to. is of croat sianific.?nco; chronolo,s'ieolly, it CO!l1locts 

the &'':;:1;00 'tlith the Eo.rly-DGv~o t~ho rotoinod tho S(loe oop1tC'1, 

CI-"ld than l10uld eppeer to have GucceC'de>d thE>c ui thout 8 hiC'tus. 

On tho boois of the infom..".tion derived f'roo the inocriptions 

of those two dynasties, we \lould succest the follol-lina order of 
• 

succossion in SflI:!Ota~n: I<1U'c}eos-Lolc..'1n1>tlw-&.;;tm::-IiDrly Devos. $'um4. 

Scholcrs, hom:~ver, cC?nC?l'nlly pl£"ce the Ial.. ... <7Gns l"ter th.."n the 

F~~tDS, purely on erounds of p~lC'eocr~phy; this, in our view, 

conflicts with the evidence of the P~ta C'~d ~rly Deva rocords. 
I -

21. Y~i15n PInts of Sridh~ro~~ R~ta, YC?Dr 8. Eeoides 

the donor, the pl~te oentioos hie f~ther, kine JivD~~rD~o 

R"ta, ond fuvDraja llalpcll0rel}<l F.iito. It describes the capi tnl 

oi 10y of DevElporvota as l\ hill fort of S('>rvr>tobhadrE"Y...!' style, 

e~cil'clcd by the l}o~y rivel;) J.l?Iroc1.=l like 0. coat. 'lliis river 
''''1 pl',?J!:~l-" _ _ 

hflS been, idE?ntifiGt1At-1ith the Khira or Kl:drnai, a brcmch of tho 
s(~.(c( i...v 

Gv.:nti'Af.LOti~ by tho side of the P.<.'lin209ti ridce. ~e record. 

olso ct:'ntiono the R,'"ttn1"lt!'<':va shrine i"hich we have proviaiowlly 

identified with the Kutila I.!ura shrine. References I IUQ, XXII, 
o 

pp.167 ff., XXIII, pp.221 ff • 

. . 
~rlY-D~v~ Period (8th cont. A.n.) 

t'le have t11reody discusced the history end culture of this 

period in ch.."pter III Dnd brio fly noticC?d 'the l.!afn.:"'imoti plt"teD 

of thin dYfu~Gty in chapter IV. ~AO follo~ing records of thia 
~ 

f"nil;~r . :l.-o .... !~10tm: 

22. C1"llcutta Plato of lll4~vDd~v~, yeoI' 2. It Giv~o the 

eenealoGY of the dju0sty end E"n el(lborete description 

of the cvpitGl city of Doveporvntn. 

t~0Y~ D~~ine of Ven~e~ti Vih~rikn. 

XVII, pp.83 ff. 

It also montions the R0t~~­

Reference: JASB, Letters, -

t 
j. 
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23. lIDin'5rn",ti Plv-te of 13hl:'vl:'c.ev!', ye",r. 12. not yet 

publizh~d; see details in chapt~r IV ~ld~r A.4. 

, 

24-26. r:<'i:n(lm,:lti Pla~(>s of the E~rly-Dev{) period, vnpublished; 

see chnpter IV, A 5-7 • 

• 
. Th~ Hi~n !9th cent. A.D.) 

ThoUGh nOH ll1e b7(,> con::::liu<;r.:lb1.{" cuI tUl'<~l r,k'ltf.>ril'l of this 

pCl'i::.d from the r,~<,in~mnti E'x-cavEltion£ ?y!d ElC:r.c Imot'll<?uce of 

its ~I't f'ncll1rchitE'cturE', 1-Ie hove prf'ctic~lly no infoIT.l::1tion 

about ito poli ticol history. Onl~' one i~cotlplde l'('corc1 of 

Y.i7n-ticl0V(> ) the> I:-udc1hist kir.05 of. I11rU:ol!?, <'lud oome coins of £'n 

l1:<'ra cly.nf.'flty rOUGhly d<'l'trrble to t.hiG period. ~re knot-me 'Ih(' 

date' of !{.:'intid(>vD if.! fh:t"d on pf'J.[leoC':r~phic~1 crounds. H 

betll('1(m A.D. 150 to 850. t&k. p~ ffi$. ~. 

27. Chitt£lGonz PL:,'te of iGlltid(>1ra, 1.1mlated £'nd incomplete. , 
It gives, the ffene~logy of th,", d;ynastYi but the 

kiilJ'dom wc\s <"p,IaI'E'ntly eateblished by, ~lticlE'va. I,HiB c~pital, 

V~rdh8o~nnpura, is not identifiable. P~~lenc:s: EI., XXVI, 

pp.313 ff.; lID., pp.134 ff. 

Chc>ndl',9 Pt'riod. (10th-11th cE'nt. A.D.) 

Th~ history ~nd chrcnoloffY of this period have been dis­

cus3ed in chapter V. 

28. Sy1het Plate of S:"'ich"ndr<', year 5. nef(>l'cnce: 

r~~tt~spli vol., pp.166 ff. 
I . 

29. r.Rm~,l Plnt.e of ~l'rc:a.:~ndr"f undai;ed. n"ferenoes: 

I.n., pp.1 ff.; EY., XII, pp.136'·f.f. 

• 
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I _ 

30. KedGrpur Plato of Sr1ch~ndrD, und~ted. ReferenoeD: 

I.~., pp.10 ff.; EI., XVII, pp.188 ff. 
I _ 

31~ Edilpur Plate of Sric~ndra, undot~d. Referenceos 

EI., XVII, pp.lfJ9 fr.; HE., pp.192, 195-6 • 
I _ 

, 

'\ ' • 1 

'\ 
32. Dhupa Plfl-te of Sricht'nclra, year 35. Re.r~r(>nef'as 

.... I.n., pp.1G5-6t EI., XXX!!I, pp.134 ff • 
I -33. Mndanapur P1~to of ~riC~1ndr&. y~ar 46. R~fercnoe: 

EI., XXVIII, pp.5l-8, 337-9. 

34. Dliecl1 Plete of KalYP!lacoondro; un:;ublished/C'nd the 

eontE'nts 91'<" not fully knc~m. Only inciclE"n1if11 

r~ferences to tho ,late occur in other publications. nef~roneec, 

Pak. Arch. Do.3, pp.22 ff.; ?roc. I.H.(;., "'lie!1rll, 1960, 

pp.36 ff. *-1. 
'-:.~_:~ '}. 35-36. l1~il'l~mn+.:t Pht'?s of L<'1q.olwchnndro, year 6, J"IJ~ 

AfJ?d.h~ respeotively. RE'fer('>nce I ps.;: • ..lrch. 
i 

No.3, pp.22 ff. 

" 

';-: ( 
31. 'Bh£I'ella l;i:\rtte~varo-ir:::",::-() illccripticn of L8~elw­

ehand.:r'c, ye8':.' 18. The irulerir;tioll Ill(>ntions the natlt' 

of the image, And the d~te provid~s information about the l~nrrth 

of this kine's ru.1Cl'. n€'f"r€'nce-: Bhot·c!\oe.li. IconoGraphy, 

pp.114 ff.; EI., XVII, pp.349 ff. 

38. RefE'renet's 

I'!Jk. Arch. No.3, pp.22 ft. 
/j , 

< r t) 39. Knlku9-i Si!rya-i!!'.~s(;' inocriptio:l of Govind:<clu.ndra., 

ye~r 12. R~f~r~nce. EI_ XXVII, pp.24 fro; XXVIII. 

pp.339ff.j XXXIII. pp. 103 ff. 

,~l. , 40. PiiH::p.;~?e. (or EE'tk:~) V5cud.&ii<.~imv,Jo inzeription of 

Govind8ChE\ndr~, yesr 23. It p:.'ovid~~ aOt'l(l Qv:l.dence 

of the length of Govind~chcndr~ts reign. Rei'erc;on(;Els: EI., XXVII. 
I' 

pp.26 fr.; Ind. Cult., VII, pp.405 ff. 



, 

41. Tirur.in1£1i Rock-ins(;Z'iption of l'15jE'ndro Cho~a I, 

yoor 13 (u A.D. 1025). It refers to the Cho;a 

inv~sion of Benea1 o('tlo7Elt>n 1021 Elnd 1023 A.D. nef~rencoos 

K.A.ll. Sa.stri, Tho ('/o~~o, pp.247 ff.; HE., pp.137 ff • 

• 
P51~ Perioa (11th-12th c('nt. A.D.) 

T'.a.e hi!:tory of this period hr."s be<"n disouzoed in chE'ptl"r 

V. Only three Ptl1a records are knm.'l1 from South-That Ile:nc~l. 

42. r·:'lnc1hu..~ G(ll:].e~E'-im~:;e inscription of ao~ln II, 
year l{Pl. ex ) •. Referenoes: V.R.S. t,Ion. 3, 1950 1 

pp.l04 ff.; m~, XXVIII, pp.55 ff. 

43. :R';G'lw~ lr5repl!<,-im<>e;e inDcription of I'!Dhlppla 

(II 1), yeor 3. Referenc~s: EI., XVII, pp.353 ff.; 

IHQ., XXVIII, pp.51 ff~ 

44 t NaraY<>lfPur VilWyake-imaee inDcription of f.1e.hlpe.le. 

(II ?), year 4. Reference. Ind. Cult., IX, pp.l21 

Vl"rm~n Period (L"te 11th-12th cont. A.D.) 

11 forei::;n IlrohmenicCtl dyn~sty of Varm?ns succeeded tho 

J~hict P51es in E8stern lle~;al in about the last quPrtl"r of 

the 11th c~ntury A.D. ~leir chronoloey is m~inly based on 

certain hintor'ic"l synohronisms with the p51ros ond KEl10churis 

end !llso on the poloooG'l'sphict'll evidence of their inocriptions 

But neither the history nor 'the chrono1ocy of this period is 

y<;>t difini tE'ly £<?ttl~'d. Nol.' do we hnve 9ny precisf' knowl('dse 

about the gelle~loGY of the {"mily or the extent of their kincd 
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lTo neN r(>cord or inform~tion rO?~(lrdin:; thin poriod h<>c com€' 

to licht in rC'cont Y<>Elrs. Tlu: .. rpfore, n.'" owll only list their 

inscriptions without disc~~cir~ thC' probl~mc. 

45. Nal0nd1'l Sto~e inscrlption of. Vlpulaorlmitr<'., undated. 
I -

It reforo to the DudcJ.hict Elocetic Y..2rlll1D.crimi tr", of 

Som"'pura Vih"bra '(P5h0rpur) <lnd rocords th<'1t "t-lhen his houce 

t-10:: burninG, (o('in(;) set on firE' by the 1'.ppro<'chin.1 Elrmies of 

V:"nca«t he ~.ttC!ch(\d (hiru::elf) to th(' p<:lir of lotun fe-pt of 

'lohE> lluddc<l (C'nd) .... "nt to hC'oven". On paleeocr<-':phical crounds 

K.:~ru.lJ.Njrir.1i tl'a' s d<1 te is aSGi.:;ncd '~o the third or fourth qu.~rter 

of the 11 tIl cE'ntury .'1.D., rou.~ll.ly "bout the tim(> •• hon tho 

Vor:;lens nppe<ll'("d i~ t.l)~ history of 13E'llcnl. This invDsion of 

lro:-th J3enc<:!lby a Ya~5l~ omy is therC'fore cener<l!lly EI.ttributed 

to the Yoro("nc. r.efe-r~nce: EI., XXI, pp.97 ff.; Ind. Cult., 

VI, p:.;>.55 ff. 

46. S5Ilk"ntas~r Plt>te of llilriv('lrmnn, yeer 42 (1). The 

pla-te tms b~dly d[>m~$ed by fire t'lnd the re<,din~ io 

d.oubt:f'ul at pl.;>ces. Referencez EI., XXX, pp.255 ff.; lID., 

pp.200 fr. 
47. I 

Ehuv~neovera Stone inscrip~ion of l3ha~~a ~~v~d~v~, 

t';1C 13r[>hrdn minicter of ll."lrivarm~n. References: 

I.n., pp.25 ff. ~.I., VI, pp.198 ff. 

48. Vejrayogil'li Plete of SamelC'vDl'mDn, frngt;lt>nt3ry. 

References: EI., XXX, pp.255 ff.; r.~od.Rev., LIl, 

pp.529 ff. 

49. E~l~ve ?lnte of Ehoj~vDr~~nt ye?r 5. It gives the 

C0u(?«10;;y of the d~i\"'stYt 01'.t th" noce of Il.;"riveI'!::um 

is n conspicu0~~ ooission. ~10 record 0100 estnblish~c ~n 

icpor"C';!llt historical 3ynchronism aeone Jfi"tevnrm('>np the s('cond 

------ . - .... _.--



, 
ruler of th(;' dyn<'3ty, the K<~l{'lcht1ri kin,! Y.....,r~?, Vic;rt"h...'" p01f' 

III <'nd Divy<' , thE' Kc"'livnrt" chief of lTorth J3<?n.::;t>1. RE'fC'rC'ncE's: 

I.E., pp.14 ffj E.l., XII, pp.31 ff. HE., pp.191 ff. 

Sena Period (12t;-13th ~~nt. A.D.) 

T'A(> S<>n:"s t the other ::3r,,1111:1C'l1ic,'l forei[,'ll cl;yTL,'cty cf 

K....,~e~C' oriGin, zl.1p~lnnt.('d th€' V~'''l:l("lll::J in about thE' oE"':i:min,; 

of th~ 12th cen-i;ury .. ~.D. Vr:-rl;;r: ;;i t11 'Vi::r,;t:'Clpur~ (IS its cc>!)i t:-1 

\4"1.doubt<'Clly fOttl<?d the Cf'l1.tX''"' of theiT kinr;o.ol:l, but thC'rC' in 

no evidence to ShOH th,,-t they ~'lel' hed ::ouy dOI:lin::otion over 

the tr(lus-Xle,<>:hnli t('rritorioo of SC'ID-:1t<'ltC' (;'nd S-rlh",t. All tlwir 
~ . ~ 

c~rly records "ere found ei ther ou-~::;ide the lim! ts of South­

&"3t Ilene::>l or on i 1:8 \-lE'stern Elud northern DOl'ders, cle~rly 

slJ3 .. :pctin:! th,,-1; durine the" 'G period th<.> acti vi tioo of this 

fflmily t.;(·ra concentrnted there. It iG d-urill5 the rule of tho 

let{>r Sen":::, p::-rticult'lrly ~ft(>r thE' :Losu of ITor-l;h C'nd :'<.>ct 

Bt'IlC<"tl to the Muslim conquerors, thr,t tho d.ynf'sty s(>ttled in 

South-Eost lk>:n{;tll. The history of thE> Sena period is CCl:lP"­

r['tively t'1ell-documented e:nd ~dequt\tl?ly recorded. Since no n('~" 

record of the S(?nC's he.s b(>e~ discovered dlU'ing the 1.:E!infcC'ti 

excave.tiol1l3, nor indl?fod elsEmherE', ;11.'1 shall listtheil" records 

without diccuscion. 

50. Deopnra. S-bone inscription of VijoynGIZ'l'l<"" und"t(>d. 

nef~renc~: I.n., pp.42 fr. 
51. nGrr0ckpur Plate of Vijf'y<'sonfl, ye~r 62 (1). 

nofer~ncE's: I.n., pp.57 ff.; Er., XV, pp.278 ff. 

52. P3'ikore :;.;~n?cZ;::-im8b9 inccripUon of Vij~Y"sE'n(1, 

undatE'd. P.efer(>nces: I.J3., P .168; ASIRt 1921-22, 



f 

. 
I 53. nhi'-co1pur Siiryro-irnClce inr;cription of Vl' l1i'l('f;en<', 

Y~l'r 9. R~r~rcnce: I~d. Arch., 1953-54, p.14. 

54. lr"ihl:'l~i P1c>te of V('Il~ll'oenl', Y(>(1r 11. R~fer('nc('O': 

I.~., pp.68 ff.; EI., XIV, pp.156 ff. 

55. Govindnpur P1nte of L"kotl:'ln(loC'n(l, yerr 2. ReferC'nc(': . . 
• 

I.B., p~.92 ff. 

56. TDrrp0ndIchi Plt1tE' of L0!:9r.',?lpSf'n0 t yeror 2. Rof~rcmc",o: 

I.B., pp.99 ff.; EI., XII, p~.6 ff." 

57. Sund("'rb<>n (l3,:-'kul t01[') Plote of Ld::O:rrk"~0cen('\, y~"r 2 

(or 3). ReforC'nce: I.n., P~.169 ff. 
58. Anuli5 Plate of Ll'k9no~2oen('\, Y00r 3. Reference: 

59. 

1'1'.359 ff. 

60. 

I.D., rm.6G fi'. 

D6ccr ('~~1:'.1j!7'1) Ch(,;'1di-itll'\je inccription of k"'::oID.:-n00f'n(l, 
I· t , 

yee.r 3. Reft'rC'nc€',: I • .i";., pp.116 ff., EI., XVII, 

/ 
Sl'ktipur Plr>te of L!1k~rnnI?aGE'nCl, yeflr 6. References: 

JRAS, 1935. pp.73 ff.; EI., XXI, pp.2l1 ff. 

G1. IIl.';dhVin .. "gt>r P1 .. te of Ll'k~:;n1J.'ll}.l'sen(l. yel'r 25 (?). 

References: I.B., pp.106 ff.; JASn, Letters, VIII, 

pp. 17 ff. 

62. l3h8t~l (P.ajii.v5di) Pl<>te of Lc>km:lf!o.nl'oenl.', year 27. . . . 
Reference: Jl;f~, Lt'ttero, VIII, pp. 1-39, 381-3. 

1,!o~(ln'l>d5 P1.?"!;~ of Vi&vClr:J.pt" sen" , year 14. .. . . References: 

I.B., pp.133 ff.; EI., XXXIII, pp.315 ff. 

64. Celcutte S?hityn Peri:;;(!t (1.!ndhY<'po~) Plat€' of 

Viev~rup~s~n~; d~to missin0' References: 1.13., pp. 

140 ft.; EI., XXXIII, pp.320 ff. 

65. Edilpur Plate of Ke~~vese~~, year 3. References: 

I.D., pp.118 ff.; EI., xy~rII, pp.319 ff. 

I 
I. 
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A !liner D;mr-oty of the SE'nro P~ricd (1196 A.D.) 

66. 
, 

Suncl..'"1rbrm (IWk~('lskli0Ii) Plt'te of J?om!:"l(':t;lrpplt'l, Sf'k..,. 

1118 (= 1190 A.D.). Refcr0nces: EI., XXVII, pp. 

119 ff.; XXX, pp.42 ff • 
• 

ktf'r-Dev<' Period. (12th-13th cC'nt. A.D.) 

A nut:lber of ru1p.rs t·ri th n:'mC's endinG in_d eV("l (,!'C' lmc~m 

fron in:::cripticns. Thoy "ere ruling in the tr211C-::C'Cll."10 '';:','cto 

c1::.l.rinc the 12th end 13th centuries A.D. The>ir rccordc ::::urn1y 

sooo h1ctoric<l.1 inforr.l0tion) but not ouch "bout theose1v('s or 

thoir dy.rwstieo t f'nd there is no infoI'r.lr'tion <,bout tht'ir 

reletionship with one <'nother. Some 

l.ere appnrent1y petty 10c.?1 rulers, but e,t 1(',:'ct cne dyn,"Ioty 

hDd established a more pOllerfu1 kincdom p·nd jillso' m<'y! probr-bly 

have suppiQnted the L~tE'r-Sen?s in V(lnero.. He provisonl"'lly 

desiG"Il<>ted theoe rulers as L3te>r-Dev('lG to distinrruish them from 

t~e Early Deves. 

67. I.1oin2IDC'ti Flo.tei of VirC1dlwr(ldev<', year_15. Un­

published, briefly noticed in chopter IV under no.A 11. 

68. f.!8ini'Il' ...... ti Pl? te of R.'ll.l<'vehl:em<,11a. Herilfu la:'devo, 
• I 
year 17, Salea 1141 (= 1220 A.D.). He h..we briEtfly 

referred to thi~ inscription in ChPpters II ~nd V. It deocribeG 

the cClpi tal city of Pa.~·~ikera t-lhich 11."18 be(>n identified tilth 

the I·!<-inlimf'ti ruins. References: V.R.S. r·!on. 5, pp.10 ff.; 

Il10, !Xv pp.282 ff. 

69. 
1234). ThE' reoord cive:> the Genef'lo(,~' of this 

dyn<'lsty and m<.>ntiono M<.>ht~rtlGl'~ma of SN110.t.;:.:t" Ci...~;id,:~,l'" which hr·s . . , 

• 
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been idt>ntified td th r.;ehar , the ":f'indspot. Reft'r('nc(?s: EI •• 

~1VII. pp.182 fr.; XXX, pp.42 ff. 

70. Sobh.:1r~mp'Ur Plc-teo of D~moll'n'~lu.ev .. , yo.,r 6, 84'1-" ... .., 

1158 (= 1236 A.D.). R~ferehce: EI., XXX. pp.104 ff. 

71. Chi ttc.cOll,3' Plate of D2codarCldevn, yet!or 13. ~d~ • 
1165 (=1243 A.D.). noat of the pl<'ceo mention'Z'd 

in thE' plate ll<'Wo been identified \li th thooe eround th~ fincl3pot 
t 

near Cl~t~cone. References: I.B., pp.158 ff.; RD., pp.253. 

72. 
- - _ ..... J 

Ada.vag.1 P1nta of D"sornilh~clev/), yenr 3. It t~"O 

issued froD Vikxarrmp'.l.Z'<'. the old Sen" copi tol, 8p.. 

perE'ntly vfter tho fall of th<>t dync>sty. Das<1retlwdevn io 

Gene~~lly believed to be 8 succossor of D8codorodev~1 thOUGh 

• 
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A P P E 11 D I X 13. 

cams OF SOUTII-El'.ST 13E!:GAL 

t-:e have briefly dioCUf)o(>d some of the intE'relJtinc feoturelJ 
• of th(> coins of 13enc<'l in the C£'tolocue of thE' r~pinnont1 finds 

(clwpter IV). TIare wo intl<'nd. to mcke ~ brief GUl'Vey of the 

cOinClCo of 13eDC'21 vi th speciDl rClferE'nce to thE' Y,~<,in!'l'ol't1 

collection. l~ost of the knOto'U opocim<>ne of IlNlCDl COiZk'1~e cooo 

froo Gouth-&'1st Benenl; this perhnpo justifies O~ title. 

fJ.. Coin('re of 13(;>nr~<? 1 

Very litHe MO hi tht>I"to be<>ll 101Ot-m about the pre-nuolim 

coin[16e of :Bengal. Ito oricin is obscure <'nd the' kno~m cpl"ci­

IDC'ns before the 2,~inptl£'ti discoveries tIere fell <'nd insic:nific~nt, 

most of the finds beine ~s~isr.~ble to the Gupta or other fore1L~ 

dyn<lsties. 

!!r-'Jr:vr Perio(l 

Our eC'rliest infoI'm"tion is deriv(>d from the Ml'h,.::;sth..-'n 

131'01101 inscription of the rI~UI'Y'l or imoedi~,tely poot-!,wurya 

period (App. A, No.1). It o€'utimlS tl,ro typ(?S of coins, thE? 

C:~l1o(')k('s nnd I;i'b~nib>s. ITo thine definite is kno~m about tht'o, 

,.~ but the Ivrce nunDE'I' of oilv0r p1.U1ch-t;l.,.,rked Elnd C('l:Jt coppe-r 

ccin~ recover0d froo difforent p~rts of tho province end 

GE'l1crnlly ossic;iled to the tI«urya period probobly represent thC'o. 

wore i£3 no direct f>vidC?nce of Mnur~ rule in South-E?Dt Bon.:;E!l, 

• 

,! 

. 
I 

~. 
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but the r.ocounts of the Gre<>k ~nd llucldhiGt ,.rri ters OMID to 

cu.:;:-.;cst thflt l:~ur~n Duthority t·:ar: !'cl-::n0l11ed[;C'd hert:' £'Ind th.."lt 

'lkncl'l1 follo"led tIlt> IDt'in ourrentlJ of c('n('>rt> 1 Incli?n econooic 

life,.l £.110 oe('m~ to be provf'd by th<:' dieoovE>ry of punch­

o:,rked 611'1'-01' <'nel ooppor caet coins <'t !it'oluk in the I!idIl('pur 

district,2 D<?r~ch3mp53 ~nd other pl~celJ in the 24-PorG~th~~ 
dictrict,4 l'!fri E..~tor in the :on-ccn diotrict5 c-nd certp.in other 

pl<'ceo in r;orth rmd t'le3t :Seneo 1. Opi=rions differ {lS to ~lhothor 

copp'i'r preo<?c1.('d cilver, but cop~er 00i:1::; ClrE' r<lre, {lnd silvor 

coins, "111ioh C2me to be knOtm?s pur;;nc>s or dh0ranr>n, £lppeC'r • 
to hc:ve bo('n tlo:re curr~mt. There is no evidence th..'lt theee 

cCinG "7€'rt> !!1int(ld in E('n[;ol; the ceneral ViNl is th:>t they cso<!' 

into the province from tlw t'lest in the course of COtltlercf'. 

K1:.z,/!",-.."..Peri od -.---. 

A ret; Gold coins discov('red in l'it"st (lnd Horth Bf?llC(-Il 

represent the KUl?~~~P('>l"iOcl;6 nonE' hQ't<lev€'r hr>s y:;-t be€'n found 

in South-E:-.st Eenc~l. or th(>:Je coins, a f(:m b~<,rinc the n01!le 

of I!u.vi~!m tverEl found in the IIooChly Clnd :BoCri! districts, 7 

1. 

~, 1921-22, p.74; L~d. Arch., 1955-56 to 1960. 

~.1 AJIR, 1922-23~ p.109. 

Proe. ASTI, 1879, p.245; 1082, pp.l11-13. 

6. ~., 1'04-5 j ~, lIS, XXVIII, pp.127-9. 

Ind. C·!J.It., IV, p.223.' 
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. 1 
ont> coin of }{rInioko Wl"~ found e.t Trloluk, and nint> other sp{>ci-

meno of K..,qnioka end VcoudevCl Cf'oe free tho r.I~hid~bi'id district. 2 
, 

no copper or silver coins of this period heve yet been found~ 

'l11.ene Ku;t-r.~coina do not seem to hove corved os E\ cediuo of' 
~, • I 

excoonce l'nd most probc-lbly CE'me throu,;h trade or 1'11 th pilcrimn 
• 

Dnd coldiers. 

It was in the succeedinG period of the Imperiol Guptas 

that Bt'rlGnl :£"01' the first time i"ally shared in the curr('ncy 

system of the Indinn empire. Tuis is attested by tho lDrGo 

nuober of Guptn gold l'nd silver coins d.iscovered in differe,'lt 

perts of ]!?Z',.[;'al. The Gup .... o coin~Ge UI'S eooentially b<,sc:>d on 

Gold and silver, thouch copper wes not unl:nOtmj but no copp",r 

coin has yet been found in B0~.cr~1. Tue e~rlier gold coins of 

the dynasty llore mf'de oft(>Z' Y.:u:;:p1',~prototypes )t'1oiGhinc E1bout 

122 eroins. But from the time of SY.£nd4'cupta onvmrdo the old 

Hindu suvl'rn~ standard of 146.4 erl'lins \-la·s mlJint.:\in(>d, thouCh 

the metal bec~me progressively debased. The Gupta ailver coins 

cener~lly show considernble vE'ril.'ltions in weicht, but the cpeci­

cens found in Benaal appro:x:itWted to the ste>ndal'd t.eicht of 
3 36 grl.'lins • .;. 

Gupi;1.'I Po:r.:i.od 

Tho colll!:'ction of Gupta coins in Benesl tn.ny be conoidered 

fairly rich and representotive. It includes s?ocimer~ from a 

1. Proc. ASB, 1882, p.113. 

20 ~'t 1890, pp.161-2. 

3. Cf. All.?n, au';)t·~ D;Z:""stit"c; Smith, .£.Cl.!r:!., Ij A1tekvr, 
Il,':'}{C'nG HOl"rd; JASJ3, 11S. XIX, lTUI:l. SuPP. XXXVII, pp.54 ff. 
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numbE>!, of' ho,:\rd.s end str;Jy f'lncln. The firot "nd e1so the 

1areeot hot1rd w~s cliElcovered fit K.:~1iGh.~t n('~r C('Ilcuttv in 

1783 i 1 
it cont:>in<?d more th..:-n 200 cold ~oins f'ound in El jnr 

on the b"nk of the BooGhly. .Most of them Elre nO~'l in the Dritioh 

!.1uceum. llie lareezt nUl:lber belo?J£\'<"d to Kunar.!'[;Uptll I Dnd 

ChDnclrf'C"Upta II (Archer type) t bv,t N('Ir('lsitnhDGllpt~, Kumiirncupta. 

II ~nd VicmUu"'Upta t-lere also reprecontcd. A oOD11er hoord f'ound .. 
in 1852 at Huh!'1I:l.'11(l.dpur in the Jescorc diotrict is reported to 

lwve cont~incd, nlone ,;i th three l~ter cold coins, a nuob('l' of' 

silver coine b~loncincr to ChnndroGupta II, Kun2roGUptr:> I .!'nd 

Sk(>ndf'(;U,pt<'l.
2 In 1083 snoiihorhoord of 13 gold coins ~"'(lO :found 

ot ~!ec1hl."'V8p".ll' in t.he HooC-Illy dietrict .. 3 Of th<,o one belon:;ed 

·~o Snmucl!"('Vlpta, five to Ch,mdrn,:;uptn II and seven to KU!:lOrD­

cupt? I. OnG of the rare oilver coinc of Chl."'ndracupta II 

(VH.:rE'r.l5c.lity;c '~ype) t-1(10 found at Sul t02lG<1nj in the district of' 

MlAA~M..:lQ..baJ.O )a1o~ 'I-,i th Cl coin of the lnst Vester'll K;"tro.pa 

SvemI Rudr~siOha.4 iAmong the other finds, ~11 of Gold coins, 
---

'. the follm,1!p..c; mr'y 'be oentioned. One coin of Knr.Wresupta I 

(Horceoc1n tYP0) from TDIl'~uk in the Hidnapur district;5 0 coin 

of Sl" .. ondacupta (Kin,:; find c:ueen) olso froe the Uidn.-;p1.1r di:Jtrict i 6 

1. 

llin, 1852 , pp.401 f'f.; pl.XII. 

~., 1884 t p.152 E'nd fn.; Allem, Gunt" D;,"!1l'sties, p.CXXVIII. 

Proc. ASTI, 1882, p.112. 

6. Smith, QQlU, No.7, p.127. 
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tN'O coins of KUt:k;r:'lGupta (Arch(>l", r,lcp..~nt \-d th Att('nd("nt) 
1 G..'"ld 0210 of m:.. .. md£'!cupta. from lwlWnt"udn in th£t HooCh1y diGt:::-1ctJ 

a COil1 of S("r'1t'a.:?GU3)"~a (Spe.3rmc-n) found ne~r lloochl:n
2 anoth~:r 

coin of Sacudro(;Upttl fl"Ol:l Ch?ikd5.Chi in thC' l3u:'dwon district;3 

a coin of Xu!:;[;l'.:lQlptn. I (POD cock typ(» t 0100 from tho J3u.rdt·lt'n 

distriot;4 a coin tlho~dng the r.wrrioce' of ChandrL'CU!lta I l'nd 

K~1!''::;:-!'7'c'I.('vi frOl'\ Ch.:ndl'ak0tuenrh (:e,p.rncl~mPa), ['Ind 011t> coin of 

Kllr;ml'C'{;'llpta II from I{hC!.rd.o, both in the 24-ParClln2s diotl'ict;5 

four coina, ono of ChondrL'cupta II ~nd three of ~n=~cupt(". 

all Archer type, from Kot5lip~d5 in tho Fo.:ridpur diotrict;6 one 

tll)re coin of SkC)ndr.>g-upta 'from tno Foriclpu:r didrict.7 These 

coim; CiJ.'e Gf'uorol1y rOGsrucd to be the nO'l:'::Ul1 issuE'S from the 

con-'G:.'al -!;r;;)~Gu.:r1es of tho Ioperinl d:JllCloty. 

• 

?o;:;t-Gupt" P~riod,. 'Ir:1itrd;ion' Gunto r,old coins (6th-7th cent. A.D.) 

L"l the period follo1dng the deoline of the mpl.'I'ial Cu~tC\G 

in E."lstern India, wo corne acrose C'n 1nte:re:::tincr De::'ics of 

6. 

(i) ~,t893, pp.116-17; (11) Proe. ASB, 1882, pp.91, 
104; Smi"Gh-CCnr, p.115. fu.1. 11'0.38 PI.XVI. 7; AUem­
Qunt0 D~ti~, p.B8, Pl~lrv. 16; (iii) Srnith-££!U, 

JRAS, 1889, p.70. -
Descl'i;Jtivl'l Liw/;, I~u.seum of th~ Val\!iya. S5hitytlo P<'I'i~nt, 
Co':\lc: .. t·;;~t p.217"' 

(i) Inc~i2n llrchr{'olo,',I'il. 1955-56, p.62; (11) 1lli., 
1958-5), p.7J. 

~, ns.xIX (1923), nun. Supple L~XVlIt pp.57. 
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. 
licht-ueicht tok0ns of deb<,scd Gold m...,de in lmi tetion of the 

Gupta curl'cncYi they InDy-bo l'0cordcd aD tho firct 1'(><11 currc-ncy 

of 13onca.1. From the kno~m proven!:lnC~ of th<:t collected a p('citlenc. 

these coins oppeer to hnvo been very ouch current in South-

E:>st llc~s1 during the period betl;,,('n thl? 6th and 7th cC'nJ"uries 
• A.D. TI.l1s is confirmed by th~ 1d.e>ntificetion of EOr.le of the 

- - ' , . ldncc names in the 1ecC'nas such as SDo..'~clfur~CJ.ev<" Seeiiruro, 

JOy<'nOC8, etc. This post-Cupta series o<"y b3 comre:Cliently divided 

into tHO din tinct f,'l'OtlPS, e,:;:t e[lrlier find a 1at~r, sao:dns 

interestinG dev€'lopr.l('nts. Prom th~ o"rly C'Y.'O")? • .'hici:.. includes 

coins of Sf)I;I:t\chi'ra.dova g it is evid.ent thr>t tho imncclia"tEt SUCCc;lS­

SOl'S of the Gupta. rulcm in r.onG~·l at:i:'idly ~clherG'd to the 
, /--

trod.! tiona of tllG> InperiC'l coinPGE!. St"oa:il1ca end Jepn-;;c;a follo':led 

the pr~cticet vddincr, ho~ever, soma innovations. L~ the lpter 

gl'oup rC'presC'nted 'by the I Ioi ta.tion t coins of their GUCCl'csoro 

who are not identif'iable at present t tho general s·tyle <'lud the 

obverse figure <Ire retained, but the reverse pat·tc>rn is coople-tely 

c~~naed. These lator ccins ar~ also c~r~ctt"rized by 9 pro­

gressive debosem~nt of their m~tal end ~ clop!, degrad8tlon both 

in style ~nd execution. ~e process continued till th~ time 

of tho Kh~\1c::>sl llhen these 'Im! totion' coins h"d pr<'ctiC<111y 

no r(>sec:blcnce l\1i th thoir Gupta protc·~;Y'Pei,j. Tnis post-Gup·l;a 

series was fo~crly ree~rded ns exclucively mint&d in Bold, but 

'im have ;;l.lrecdy noticed tlw.t thC?l'O are silver ,·nd. copper 

specio$usas e~ll. In the study of this series the contribution 

1. Cf. 'Nos.]3 12-14. PI'. \64- 16(, 
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of ~. :·;nirWI:k"lti is sienif'ic(lnt, tlO will D.ppeDr .froo our brief 

notice in c~~ptor IV. 

llhattos(lli Gave tl list 0:1' the l::nOTllll opC?cimC'ns of the 
1 

'Imita~ion' ooins collected from Eaneal, while e number of • 
other ocholors reportC'd th(>m from time to time. Uo h~ve 

alrcody mentioned the Gupta silvaI' coine of tho ~uh~mm~dpur 

hOrll"d (Jessore 0_1strict) 'l'lhich elso contab~d one gold coin 

sC!ch of: bow.:"7c.:w."'"rncleva (the RDjn1Ila coin), SC!G!l~1Y" ... ') and an 
. 2 ~ 
!I!:lHt'tion' type. llio provenonce of tho otho:L'"coin of ~amo-

ch~rDdcvo (in the Indil'ln I.:uzeum) is not IQ'J.O'!m.3 
'1110 Elbove 

• lbi ta'tion' coin beers the ficure of am:.., 11 horoe <'nd a l(>cend 

(pl'ob<lbly 'fjndh('ni9~ as cUG.;eoted by J3b.nttosali)4 on the obverse; -.-....- . 

it is comper£lbl0 tdth the r~inF.tr,.ati epecim<"n UO.B 3. 

I 

A ll:umber of Sa~5nk,,'\ t s gold coins D.l':t !::t?~: S:Ji th l1ste>d 

eicht in tho Indian lluseurn,5 Allnn l1ste>d saven in the Dritish 

I.luoeum end one in Rusoia, 6 lih11e one more is l'('pol'ted to bo 

1. Dncc<', R<>vieu, X, pp.78 ff.; !J'SB t XIX, Huo. Suppl. XXXVII, 
pp.54 f1'.; XXI, Ilum. Supple XXXIX, pp.l ff. 

2. rbid., XXI, pp~401-2; ASITI, 1914-15, pp.258-60, Pl.LXIX; 
!l17n, a';),ntt. D~0St.i(?S-;!.)-:'\50. Pl.L":IV .5. 

p.122, PI.XVI. 12. 

6. All r'l1 , fhr;)i: 0 lD:r':l,'~ti~!)t pp.147-8, Pls.XXIII. 14-16, 
XXIV. 1:.2. 
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. 1 
diocov~red e.t !r.ahnnf'nda in the Hoo::;hly district. Except thic 

(lnd the> Jeoso~ coin, the provenZ'lnce of: th~ other::! is not knoun. 
~ 

~~t0"iu:a 'f] only known silver "coo("s from 1~C'inactlti (PI )(X\II. ~ ) .. 

llis coins present a. nOl" obverse typ~ ,.,.i th ~iva reclininG' on 

bull NandI and a full moon·diso in allunion to his ~me; the 
• 

Gupta L8kfi'll:1i is retained Cn the reveroe. 

T'ile Gold coins of: thE' Voionf'vf' !:illC' Jo.yc>nPG'El (7th cent. A.D.) .. 
I 

l>lho rul<?d from Sasc>ru~a 's c<1pi tal of K.."I'lf~suv"l11(l are knmmj 
2 . 

four of them 14~vo been listed by Allen,but their proven~noe 

is ;not knmm. In general desien. style ('Ind execution, these 

coins ere closely relatod to those of S~~~nka, supportiUG the 

view thnt he succeeded the lntter. A few un~s:;iGIled coins of 

this group beari:ng a close resen:blrmco 'tvith those of Samach!lro­

deva Clnd these tl-lO Id:ngs are also bl0~-;n. Some Ilk'y bt"lonc; to 

Gopach1i!ndra and Dhamadi tya, the t,,10 other knOlffl kinss of this 

period.3 

The debased coins of the second group are quite lnreG in 

nunbar, they were recov~r~d from meny ~rts of South-East Dencal. 

These specimens ere corJlect~d by weight and by their border of 
I 

larGe dots "Ii th the coins of Sd5i>J-.a end J(;IYE'n~gn, and by the 

brood outlines of the obverse motif 8lso with the Gupt~ tra~i­

tion; b~t their reverse pattern h06 no prototype in the Gupta 

coin~Ge. ~ley are d~ted by Allan to the middle of the 7th 

1. Sent SOt"'0 Hist. As;e. , p.27l. 

2. Allan, Q,t).ci t., pp. 150-5 1 , PI.XXIV • 6-9. 
., ., . Cf. cnept£'r IV, pp • 15"7 ff· above. 

. __ ._._-_ .. _-. __ ._----_ ... _ ......... _-_._ .. _ .. ---
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c~ntury A.no,l e.nd thin 10 G~n~r~lly ecc~ptod. 

DooitJ.c;-o tho Jcsooro opocioC'n t:1C'ntior..C'd cbovc, th(> f'ollet.':' 

il1,.j col<! ccine of thio croup Clro knctrnl thrC'C' coin::: in tho 

).;r1 tich rruct>un, tHO. tIlth the> 1 <,,;C'nd t ~"l1"n?f. t ond ana tilth 

Qr;1~1hronpoi.t;:"o;2 thE'ir provC'n."'nc(!l 10 not !:nc~'!lj 01% coin:J £'roo 
3 ' -:7"i'bb:'r in tilO lJ3cc"l'l diotrict. tt;O v!th fri-7rr,,:,,": !' ..... r' 0110 

!>robr-b'ly pith f>1,ch~n',r. lc;:;G'uc1; ~o COin frOD !':t'nC'6vC'rC1 nC''''r 

j:~cc3;4 on{' ~oin frot! '!~*t:1p'51 in tho \fi!~,~\l:"q)".lrn ;:"r'~'''~1~5 tmotbC'!' 

coin td th r,l){'J,"l'1:'n'!\ !t't;<'nd froe t.!:.o ::.Aloc'it c1t::l'trict i 
6 

one ~~in 
!"ren LDkcf'tl no,,!' l!oinr't:l.r:ti; 7 four coino f'roo Kopr:li:,,?o~lli in tIle 

8 -Fbridpur d.istrict t on~ of t!l!;.>c Hi th tho !J~.~(UH''''':r) lr.:;f:'Z'ld; <,nother 

fl~Ot:1 ro.:;t'<> "li th tho SC'lt:lC' lC'r;cn<l; 9 r>nd thI'0(> Cloro ili':-,:,1 -"Clto 

col1('cticn at Cnlcuttnp 10 snid to ho.ve b~('n I>'Ul'cwcC'u. fron 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

G. 

7. 
(\. 

9. 

10. 

Allrno on.cit., p.CVII. 
I 

Allrn, (';'1lP1;[I n:vnrooti("fl, p.151l, Pl.I.XIV. 17-19; J.""Il, l1C, 
XI.,{. !itl.r::. ~U:"Dl.9 XXXVII. p.Go -

~ •• pp.58-60. 

~., F.Gl; Vol.VI (1910), I>Po142-3, Pi.XX!I.1. 

Jl:.!Q,., XIX, 17um. f'uppl., Xy.xVII. 1'.61; J.rr.cupto, 
Vi!:TI'f.1(")'tl'r'E'r Itihr'Cl f p.69. 

Ibi,sl., 1'.57; ~.t 'V'!, ppo14·3-4, fo.l, Pl.XXII. 

~, 1913-l!" ppo25C-59D Pl.LXIX. 

~EiJ1, ITS. XIX, !1ccoo S".t!'!)l. XXXVII, p.61. (be coin io 
Hltwt!,('ItC'd l)y t,'ilOO!l Urif'T' .. l\ ./lJ1'tiC'11a, PI.XVIII. 20); 
lluoth(,T it io in tho 13ri tioh I·;lliJeum colloctio!l io not l:n&rm. 
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. 
Lllcl::il0,\,1. No other coin of thio tYP9 il3 found outside South-

:&:let :Be~nl. The I.winamnti collection io recorded in elwpter 

IV. 

~rly-Dev~ Period $8th cent. A.D.) 

On account of the vestneso of the collection, its inti~~te 

nffini ty \'11 tIl the Ar~ken eoina and its ioportonce in the hioiory 

and chronoloGY of this rO';3'ien, t·:e propo::J11I to discuss thio 

mc~terinl at Dome ler~th in the next section. 

Ch~mdr",-P~lt>. Perica. (10th-l1·th cE>nt. A.D.) 

Not a single coin which e~n be definitely attributed to 

these dyna:Jties ha.s yet beE'n discovered. Professor D[1ni hns 

ascribed the la.rce nuober of Ara~~n type silver coins recovE'red 

from the 8th century levels. of tho !Win!'icati exc3vations to 

the Chandrns of tho loth-11th centuries A.D. l He he.ve reject(>d 

his vie11, and here we h.."!rdly need offer tiny further comoent. 

In thE.> SOCG trey, no coin tlhicn con bo definitely a.ssigneod to a 

P?ln ruler h."!s yet come to notice 0 'Dll'ee COPPEll' coins froo 

P~he:rPUT2 sho'!'1inc a clumsily depicted bull on the obveroe E'nd 

three fich on '!;he> r0Vl:.'rne tlnd a flim silver and copper coins 

with tho leGend. 'Sri-Vir;T0' r(>covereod. from Uorth Bene8l and 
3 ' 

Eih.~r are tentatively assiened by certain authoritieo to the 

1. Jl. lIu"!. Soc.Ind., XXIV, pp.141-2; Pl"k.Arch., 110.3, p.27. 

2. ASI.Ir(.'~. 55, pp.19, 86, PI.LVIII. 

3. Sl:li'tl::~ cem., pp.233 p 239. Pl.XXV. 10; Suppl. Q£!ll, 
pp.56-7:--
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pi1la d;;,'!Ws.ty; but there is no da-fini teo proof to tlub:JtC'nti£'lte 

their clnic. A som~lYh..'1t stro:l'lGE>r claim hOl'leVC'r seer.1G to be 

afforded by a {;old coin- noticed in the Journal of thE' Nurnim:L~tic 
1 society of Indi~. It is a standard Gupta 'Arch~r' typo coin 

with tho usual figure of tho archer ki~ on the obverso ~nd tho 
• 

Guptn L21cflcl on the rever:::e. ~1e lE'ljond on the obverse l.rtten 
~ -

verticnlly in Gupta style on both sides of the king reeds .~-

r.1?-h~rs~h-v~-n-dev£'l-p01~t. On the reverse, to th9 left cf the --.-:----_ J _ 

L<'k~r.11, is a sinc;le le~cteor '.§!!'. The coin is ascrib€'d to 

Dov<lpe.la. of the Pala d;ynosty (c. 810-50 A.D.). Eiccept the nome, 

therll! is nothiIl{; in the coin -n-.nt con link it to t.te Palo. p~riod 

nnd its rosecblonco ld th the post-Gupta I Imi teticn' coin:> of 

6th-7th cGnturies A.D. is apparent. This must render the 

ascription suspect. 

It io, hOvlever, very intricui.."lg ,md baffling to underotflnd 

• 

t1hy these two prosperous lind powerful d;yntlsties were ,d thout ( 

£'Iny minted currency, specifllly in view of their flourishine 

tred~ relntions with f(;!rther India and outsi~e, and the existence 

of ointed coins in the neic;hbouril4.1 states. It t'1!H'l generally 

assumed tlt<"t during the prc-P~la period of' amrchy cOt-Tries 

replf'ced coins ttnd conti..'"luC!d to rewin in circulation even nfter 

political stebility weB eot~blished.2 This theory cannot be 

mt)int!'ined after the l'!ainr;!ll1'ti discoveries i-7hich revealed a 

proi'u.oion of mint€'d currency datable from the 7th to 9th 

cl!1ntury A.D. 

1. Loc. cit., XIII, p.123, PI.VII. 14; L. Gop.."!l. !!.§!f., r·!emo. 
12 , V~")si. 1966, p. 68' . 

2 •. .!ill., p.667. 
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Ve-l'l:1r>n-Senn P<.>riod (12th - 13th cent. A.n.) 

The shorter Vnrrn~ rule 0100 provid<.>o r.o evidence of o~ 

currency. The epiarephic~l records of the Sen~c refer to two 

ooin Mnominn,tionii' the P"J.r(';r:~ and, k',:"rd('\k~-')"'.lroJ.?<:Jl the 

teres ~ppo~r to be interchcneeeble. From litcr0ry sourco~ it 

is !:notJ'n th..'>,t the purilnD. H.(lO eo oilvE'r coin ;')<:>i:;hin{t 32 rr'tio 
2 . 

or 58 grains. lTot <' Di~le coin of this or I.1-ny other til7e of 

this period hDs COllle to light. IWd the SOll<"lO minted coins tit 

is most unlikely that <tt l",.?st a :ret-! specimens l'!ould not h<,vo 

comE> do,qn to us. l'l'e hnve .?leo the tE:'otimony of ninh5 j th!"t 

11h(>7.1 the Muslims first csme to BCl"-C?l, thE"Y noticed no minted 

currency in the province, but found thE' peopl<:> using oo.)ri~e­

chello in their finr12lcifll tr?ns.:l ct ions". 3 It so,;>ms, therefore, 

reosonnble to conclude tlwt from the time of the> pr-las in North 

BOrlijvl ond frot:! "1;ha time of the ChDndros in South-Ei?st Bencal, 

there waa no minted curroney till it \iElS reintroduced by the 

i.!uslit:! conquerors; cotITr1es servod flS the mediUI:l of e%clwnae. 

• 

This is, briefly considered, I'lll tru-t \1e kIlo" at present 

/.>bout the coinCl(;e of J3enGE'l. But for the 1.!aineCk'1ti colloction, 

l;~ncnl could be r(>{;l.'1rded as one of the poorest provinces in Indin,." 
, r: I ' • ,~ \ 

I-.. 1 .... ',- "/', y,- < ' 

:B, 17r-oin..:;!:1r'ti ('nd Ari"!~"'n Coins (Fla. ~I- XXX) 

The r'k"',in~wti coins h<"ve a.lrencly been noticed in eMptor IV. 

The large t:!<1 jority bC?long to a ell.'1ss fO:;:'Illerly 10lo~m only frOt:! 

1. Cf. il'lSCriptions of' r... .. ter SenDS. 

'- 2. 1m., ;',).660. 

lli2.., pp.668-9. 

fi 
I 

I 
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Arok,in c-lld consequently ct'llE'cl '!r"b"n(>sG·. They beClr a 

dioti:i1c ti va tyPo of' 'Bull fOnd 'I'z'iC1yph' motifs which h£'VCl no 

blolm:- pt'rallel ill Indit'ln coil'lace. 'IhoUCh fl. felor opeciocno of· 

this type ,.;ore lnter discover!:'d in East Eengol, tll0y ~:erE:' 

rec;C\rd~d as inports frem AI'Clken .mel notict"c in th.."!.t context • 
• 

Ii; is at I!..'1illtlOOti that a suo:::t"ntiD-l qu."Intity of such coins 

f'ir3t cline to notice in :&>nzal, ~nd their Ar~km origin must 

no:-.r 'be scnoni3ly cr)':"!'I~dol1"'d .. l 

In ch,.'-pt{\r ! t.:e h:w\\' briefly r(>f('rr~i "ho the pecul1.?r 

eeocraphic:-l position of Arekon c>nd its specic-l rel£ltionchip 

111 th E.''ls-ter-n 1l<nlB<.'l1.2 
'lli.io country, new a remote Cllld oncl:t-l~rd. 

prC'lince of l3u:rr"...a p HaS enoi(>ntly on ioporta.nt killtidcm .on the 

eaoterrl border of India. Its lonGv narrow co~u:itCtl strip 

stretchlne for about 400 oiles ~101iG the ohcrp.s of the :&oy of 

'. Bt>ncal from tho border of Chitt~i!one to Cape :rreGr~is, heJs nll 

the advfln"~ace3 of easy cOIl'.munication with Bcll8al and coastal 

~di~, but is el~o&t completely se~~r~t~d from the rest of 

Il'.l!'ll'.a. by tho high, iopr<:'gnaolo mO'Untain ranges of "~h€ Ardcan 

YOLla. In a geoGr~phic"l s~mfle, Arok.:'m ~y ther0fore b;£, 

reGo.rcled t'ls an extension of E:'ls"cern D€'nt;al, a sout~nstlJar.:l 

continuation of the cO(1d~l pleius ~nd hilly rl"eiona of Tripura­

Chi t-l;a-cul1G. 'lliti) relationchip two cIccor in a cul taral and 

1. Cf. J1.rr.s.r., XXIV. pp.14l-2. 

2. See pp. 30 -31 above. 

• 

'I I, ' 

" 



poli tiCt11 sense, and the kinedoms on both sides of the present 
1 border often formed p~rt of e~ch other in th~ p0st. T.ho~h 

all tho facto ore> not yt't knmm, there con be lwrdly any doubt 

1ohD.t ancif'ntly lire ken fell brondly t·;i thin the cul turc>l sphere 

of llE'IlGel, Dnd th"t its ruling d;yn.'>l:)tie::l froe at let>st the 

5th century Oll'"t'.rds wero of :Bencali oricin •. This is £'rnp1y 

proved by the epicrE'phicel l'eoordo Dnd li tf'rery trod.i tione end. 

by the abunC:Wnt t:-o.oo::: of' " COI:lr.1on £'rt, _orchitecturp: rr-ce, 

r~1iGion, It>n...,e-uoce end. voriouc other Dcpects th"t Eire grr>du.:"lly 

comin.::; to liGht on both oideo of the 1JoZ'der.2 It is th(>refore 

hPrdly surprioin~ th~t thio rel~tion:::hip should be reflocted ~ 

in the enci(m'i; clU"rency of both the cOUll-trieo. 

It is in the Arak?n reeion th?i: the tEull and Tri~lyph t 

typ3 silver coins firot came to noticet3 t>nd Ellcost EllI the 

earlier Dpecimens were collected from there. }.loot bear leGends 

connecting thee "'i'~h the ancient Art'lwnE'se d;ynaoties end thUD 

pl'ov!din{g evidence of their oriGin.4- This noturolly led to the 

co:aclusion that all coins ot' this type oriainated. in Arak."n. 

lfue uC\ta obtained from I:"in~;:;C"·ti end other pl(1c€'3 jru:tifya. 

different view. The lat~r discoveries proved th.~t tho currency 

of tht? type ~lP.S by no m€'l:'Ins confined to the lioi ts of Arr-r.<>n: 

sioilElr spocimens t~ere recovered from regions as fClr a·PQr·~ as 

~ Phpyre, Coine of Arl.'k,'n, pp.l £3:. .... .Joe 

2. lEg· 
3. ~~. X'1 (1846), pp.23B-40. 

4. D.l.ll. SOllS. , XI, pp.3{)3 ff. , Pl.V. 

:~ 

~I' : 



1 . 2 
Sylhet, Te~s~erim vnd Upp~r Duro~. A nu;nbC!l' of e<'rly vC':riQl1ts 

t'le!'" r('coV't'rcd from th,,;- ezc;:>iT~tion3 no::>r P::'O::l('l "nd (llco froo 

PCS"'" E'nd othf'r rC'cions of' Bur;;",,;3 th(;lJ' 20(>:1\ to proviue intcr(>~t-
11"-0 CltlO::l to the oricin end dc>volop::lC!lt of the> type. FrOr:1 the 

lcno,,rn provcm'nc€' o.f tho collect{"d cpli"cirn('nz, H E'pper>rs no"" 

ern to clear th0t th039 cohw h"d at IN'lE)JG tHO c<:'l1tr(,6 of ioaue, 

on~ in Artlk.:"n and the other in Er>ctOI'".a ]E)IlG31 , sOr.l('t1h(?ro n~{lr 

tho border. 

'll10 pr<J-!.b 1::3'I<1[''I;i collec-tion of tl".co tYPE> is ('ntirely in 

silver. T'n~ r.:~in~:J.("'ti collocticn, also pr('dcr:1ir ... '"'ntly in silver, 

cont~ins four eoB. C'.nd tloiO copper specit:wno. 4 
FrCi:l the E'xi;rC'!:lo 

pnuci ty of issues in tht->ce '1;1';0 m{>t~la, it is cvid(mt th"t thC'y 

,-rere not in tddo circulc,UOll; but thdr introdu.ction in this 

CUl'!'enoy c~.:u"'l.ot be doubted. 'llie }ldl1.:'!m:;ti collection t>lco 

settles the controversy ~h~ther to ~ecr~rd this typo ~s coins or 

tp.:'lg';)c.o. oNlols t;5 ther" is no volid r(,l'Ison nOt-l to doubt th('o 

BS tokens of' rE-cu1er c'I.lrXo?ncy. Apart from the io.entificetion 

!In;,. Chr. t XX, pp.229 ff. 

• 

ASIR, 1926-27. pp.172-3, 179, P1.XLII; JASTI, XIII, pp.511 ff.; 
I:ld .• A."1t.: .• LVII t · pp .. 37 fr. 

4. 1'01' details neE' ca.t~loeu(,> in chppter IV, pp. ,<;.(:, if· obove. 

5. Cf. Ph.:"yi-G, o'O.oi1..,; Iml.,A."li. LVII, pp.37 ff • 

• 

. , 
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of the> n00l:'S of Idn::c en the l('IT<.>ndc £\nd thl:' l1ido <'rC'" of 

circulrttion, tho inroro(>tion derivC'd from tnc C':ZC('lV<1tioll0 

(for inct<'nc('> their recov~ry from oCCuD~tlon dC'brlo rno. hO('lrdo 

of diffor~llt levels) dicpose onco C'nd for ell of the> ide" thC't 
"'lihcy \'1(> re t p41coda. tn()drt 113 t • 

• 

Ire hC've a1rt"~dy nc-ntiol1(>u th,,1; t-:(' do net h<,ve (1t prC'c(';'lt 

'tho dtd;Clil of E;izo C'nu veiGht of the 1:C'inr:;:;:[' U cOin::J, but the 

infort1ntiol1 :\.0 (l.vc.il"b1co r<'.~[!l'din..:C; other s!,C'cioC'nc fron publioh('d 
1 T(>co:i:"d::::. Sin<:e the r,:",il:r-'ll'.t'ti coins fire- not 1i1:('ly to diff<.>r 

tmch from oth<.'l'c of: the sPr.'le typ<', thlc trJ8y lH'rvl? ·to GivE:' 1'.0 
~ 

00::10 10.<:'('1.. 'lli.e si::;e r.md t-lE'iCh"t of the f?irl~rA pr(;\cervC'd speci-

0(';,'13 or the l(lr(;(,lJt o.e!lominC'tion vr"ry fron 26 "to 31 rr.n., Dnd. 

fl'CD 95 to 114 crC'ins. 
k 

'lhe ::'vcrr:-t;o of 28 mm. ond 104 (;"r0ins 

mE'Y"t<,ken as p. re<!son<>b1e ~PlJro:x:ir.1('tion for the size (lnd weicht 

'J."b.e dGoign hE'!3 bet'n briefly describt>d in ch:>pter IV; here> 

wo sh?l1 UlEmtioll only tlte air;;nific0nt features. ,T(,hnston he!:: 

sho,nJ, thCl. t tho 

of Devf.lchvud!'!' 

bull r:::,cl~ its firzt appe;;lr~l1Ce on thr.> cOJons 

(e.?rly 5th cent. A.D.), tho fourth kirJti of tho 
2 -

dy.naatyo Earlier writers rCG~rded it ?s Nandi, 

• 
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I i 
'the peculil"r cOGnizanco o~ Siv£\ t • It is not clear ~lhy a 
I 

So.ivi te emblem was introduned on the coins o~ n B'.ldc1hiot 

dyn('!sty; the reason may lie in its r<'>r.lote oriGin {lnd old af- • 

filiotions. T'ne motif io comptlreble Hi th tho emblem on tho 

pla.tes of the lS.ldclhiflt Klwdga. 
2 

dynesty And the bull st"ndt'lrd 
• • 

on their coins.3 ~le bull on the Arokan specimcno io decoreted 

tli th a wrenth rou.''ld its neck shown by £t. otrinc of c!ots. 'lhe 
-~ 

lil';"th disappeers. on the coino of the later kinCS,viz. Dh~~~­

vijaya Dnd Dhp.~ch0ndr~v while it occurs very ~rely on the 

'Yarikriya' coins. Very reftT of the ~!oin2mnti and only one of 

the Sylhet specimens h,we this feature. This development Ck~y 

lwve a. chronological signific£\nce ~ DO ~!"cdoftla.ll suC'casts. 4 llie 

eXGcution of th~ bull fieure is not uniforo on Dl1 coins. In 

thE.' earlier, Arakf.'ll serieo lit is .. ,ell forr.led and proportionf'.te; 

in the later, 'Y..,.l:'ikriya t coins the representation is more flat 

llud crude. From the poor execution of some end frOr.l the slight 

rising of the bullts revr quorters end th~ unnatural Ck~nner of 

its uI--curved. tail (l:hich creates Eooe confusion about the 

eM.pe of the lao'll letter of the leGend). the anical mny be token 

to be either standing or even junpinG_ Stylistic differences 

like this ~~y serve as a. b~sis for typological clessificetion 

of the serieo. 

1. ~,ri (1846), pp.238 ff.; XLI (1872), pp.201 ff.; 
Phayre, Cf.cit .. , pp. 2-4, 28-30. 

• 

2. ~ l<1em. I Ho.6, Pl.I. Also cf. ch.?pter IV, 1'1'. I LtS&&-. e.bove. 

3. I1Ji<!., pp. 1~4- -1Gb above. 

4. Num. Chr., XX, pp.23l ff. 

• 

, , .. 
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The centrAl !mttern on the r·?vers,,", t\ :::tylizod trip:.'lrti te 

'-I symbol, ht'.s been described ~s ~. l'<?!l!'<."s(>nt£l.tion of the Trieu ('\ 
I 

• . " 

of Siva. lim-rover, as ~lith 00 m!:l.ny cncient Indis:!l emblet19, it " 

is equnlly possible th<'lt tho symbol m~s intended for or ueod 

as 10 ti!,i-r:'ltJ'l:;", thus eivi:;'l{~ ita posoib19 :B'>J.ddhict si.~ifica-
• 

-!;''''ift~-V- tion. I1oreovl?r, th~ S;)rr:Jbol on th'5' coir>..::: lu>s no h:lllcll& or 

) , central stEilft, without 1,rhich it 10 not posoible to conceive'; 

it as a TrlclE'nt. In f~ct it is i~poooible to s~y fln~lly 
I 

whother thi13 PB"~"~t'>rn ropreoents Ii\ :Buc'!.dl".d.st, S<"ivitE', Vaisn,~vi te 

or any othar !ndi~n r:;ymbol_ 

<-
Al tho'tl[fh the oriGin of "1;he ide" or dGl'fic!.\Zlcc of theoe ,. 

motifn nnd s~vr;ibols is difficult to tracE', th<.> lino of development 

of the deoicn ~nd style of these coins ic quit~ cloerly trnceoble. 

T'.ne revers(> p~,ttern particularly shows a. contint",ons devolopment 

t~~e?b)~ frc~ its enrly ~tRG~a in ~~~ ¥.hich may help uo to 

plnce the early series in ~ome c.hronologicsl order. The followincr 

fltt{ges lll3y be tent~.tiv(;\ly sUGGested: 

1 ,[,t.<)-';I? 1, it> reprecentl."d by fl· circul;\r clny tablet 
2 recovered frOM the excflv!'~~lon c-t H!!I~mz:l. (a::lcient Prone).. 1fl19 

centrol ficur(> on its r~v~r8e is ~pp~rently a re~lic~ of the 

B2.wll~<'l1J"yi p?;:jod:;o t sty1istic~l1y· the l:!ost-Indifln monur.lont of 

"l;h<3 site· ::.n.d origin (If the Tc~d;y1> (9d +1C.) &>MbleblJ ~3 it is 

1. ASIR. 1910-11, pp.90 rf t Pl.XLVII. 9-10. 
I _ 

H!:lHNZ<iI is ioentifietd t-7ith Sl'i-Ksetra or liiu~n T.SOlnG l'nd 
of ths :D"llmooe Cr..ronicles. C:l:':~, 1909-10, pp.1l3-14. 

1h1i.: PI.XLV. 2. 

, 
" I 
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flml1:od on oi ther side by the het'd of ~ nr,,,;!' and surmounted 

by a poraool roof separatinG the sun and moon symbols above. 

~o complex desicn on the obverse is snid to repreoent th~ 

coneoloGY of Buddhism.l The tablet iBd~t(>d to Obout~th 
century A.D. 

Stnr~e 2, repreoented by 46 oi1ver coins recovered froo 

the (,J:c('vation at a, site nenr lio"wza.
2 

The deoien E'.1l.d style 

c.re~eoe "s on the tablet ebove tvi th tlle difference tha t the 

lX'cocl~ Dymbol is stylized and n otylized conch shell (?)3 rn 
tho riGht marGin of the reverse. ~lese coins 'are dated from 

the 5th to 7th centuries A.D. 

st1'r:e 3. is represC'nted by a compcrativC'ly modern 'paG0da 

medol t •
4 ~~t tha sycbo1s on the coin could not ~ve developod 

out of thin air ~nd must have been copied, as Phoyre riGhtly 

proposed, from an ancient prototype. The obverse motif is as 

above; the reverse pattern is very much simplified ~nd the 

Tscclyif symbol in the centro is repla.ced by the atylized conch 

shell. 

1. JASE~ XIII, ppo576 fro 

2. ~,1926-27, pp. l7l-4i 179, Pl.XLII. 

A Vai~n8vite influence froe South India? Cf. Bull. SOAS, 
XI, pp:357, 385, Pl.V. I-t, .• 

4. Ph<'lyre, Coins of Ar<,kpn, p.35 Pl. IV. 2. 

I 
I, 
t, 

t 
:1 
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St~t,e> 4, o.ppoOlrs to be> rcprecent(>d by the tHO Indir'n 

I,jU!3(?U!:\ coins illustr~tE'd by Soi th.1 'ill\? obverco ::;hot-m 0 nCH 

ootift a rnyed sun, llhile the ccntr('ll motif on the r<.>v<.>rse io 

01::;0 rC'ple.ced by a dorlien l-1hich mt:'y be I:l stylizC'd r<.>prC'cC'nt{ltion 

of It he Duddhbt c~om010·'7Y syobol; th~ oth(>l' e1eoC'nto of the 

pattern hO;,1over 'rom<!'in:?ClIilI!. 'l1lis 'r<.>verDe pnttern {lP!lroxioc-tes 

nC'~rect to the earliest ct("Go of Johnzton ' c cerieo ('Conch-
2 shell flnd Verdl1c-r.1i-na' type:'); son:e intern:.E'diC'ry Ot2'::;(>0 Dro 

obviously oisoin;;. 

For thO' sequence- of th(' later coins, we h['ve Johnston's 

e=cellent oorieo.3 If our ~rrt:'nc<.>o(>nt of the et:'rly serice is 

accopted, it t<lould <lppenr thot the obverce ootif ch2nced more 

froquontly, fol' exemple freo tho DudcJhiot co::;molo/JY synool to 

) tho rnyed sun, conch-s hell t hermit cro b, £'nd finL"llly humpod 

bull. Tno reverse pattern ch~nGed les3 en~ the bosic desicn 

rel'l~ined more or less recoenisable to the lest. :But tht:' centr!ll 

ooti~h~s a curiously coop1ex history. Froe one point of view 

it is a stylized degellerstion of the !:loUf of 'NOCe,s guElrdin.;: 
I 

a shrine'; froo 8nother it moy be interpreted C:lS either Siv~'s 

tridE'nt or the Buddhist 'tl'i-re~~na' syobol. Such vC![jDries in 

• 

the history of Indien symbo1e are at cnce chr-lrElcteristic llnd 

tCl'lte.lizin;;o· But {lssumin,:; that our above oboervat1ons a.re correct, 

tiO are inclined to accept the intGrpretation of 'lI5gos ew:rd1nG 

1. Smith, ~, Pl.XY~IQ 12-13. 

2. TIv.lI. SOAS, XI, P1.Vo 1-2. 

3. ~., pp.383-5. PI.V. 
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a shril1(1 '-f\ b~sic idC'C" 1"doptC'd. both in Hindui:Jr.1 cnd. Th.tuclhicm 

from a cult old<>r thfln both. t'!e th('::'efor1:' fe01 th"t nei th('r 

of the terms tll'.lll fOnd TridC'nt t £lnd 'Dull <'nd T:rir,,'b[' t t:'ro 

c.ppropriot<.'l to describe theeE' coins i the- tC'I'l':l t j'"r['l=!'l1ec(>' is 

still l<?~o ~pproprJ.n'l;eo In the aboonce of a !:lore o<'ticf<'ctory 

i;c-l'::l9 our flt'.cCl?ction is 'Thlll C'lnd TriCl;y--ph'. 

~1e tTrielyph' h8S P dC'cor0tiv(' elenent vQriouoly dcccribed 

no f.' l;C'l'lond, scroll, curved fillet l'nd. plur.l('-like b"nd orn<'­

nC'ni;ed. with round b<"'lls 02" ClobE's. It fIoH£: b!"c!~JC'rc1c or 

outil<:'rao froo the> pOint of th<;> cid,., l;lyphs. LiJ~e tho c('ntr('ll 

ooti£, thio orn,'men'!; nlco I:;hO'1S p. continuous dovoloptlE'nt (Inc] t 

Iil:C't'lioE', it cC"n oe:rve as a b0ois; for typoloGicfll clC'ssific:ltion. 

In lEIter specimens, the> bOllls or globos, 'l>1hich erG [l.tt!"ch('d to 

the fillet '1>11 th curved links, develop from round to pointe>d 

lct>f-shflpe, <'Ind the Grr.:'1neC:'sent i2 ~lao more sytnruettrici:ll; this 

gives the pattern en eleC0nt, e.rborescent ~ffect. ~1e' element 

is absent on 8oo1ler denooin0tions. ,. 

~tle b~se of the 'TriC1ypht is occupied by a fow round 

dots, u~u?l1y fiv~, L"l'l ('zprE.:::"sive nunber :for tho :Buddhiots.1 

l'Jo find these dots tocethC'!' 
, 2 

on the 'Hermit Cri:lb t type. 

'Id th the oI'nC'!lJento.1scro11) first 

Th€'y nay have an origin in the. 

b~low the Duddhist cosooloGY symbol nine Rnd five dots occurring 

th I ' 3 on e e~r y C01no. 

10 Phayre, Coins of A!'!"kr>n, p.28. 

2. Eull. SOAS, XI, PI.V. 3-4. 

3. !£l~, 1910-11, Pl.7~VII. 10; 1926-27, Pl.XLI!, a.f. 

• 
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. 
FinDlly, th<.'l border of dots: it occurs on both aides in 

the:> 10tC'r series froQ the 'IIr;-rci t Cr"b' typfJ on~n'rds. (f.'l soce 

of tho lotar specim~ns of th~ 'null ~nd Triclypht typo, the 

fonturo io oi ther miesi1;'; or occurs only on one cido • 

• 
L~~~nd! DDta ~nd Chronolor,y 

I,:ost of the Arokan collecJGion of the ']5>.111 ~nd 'I'!'ic,-1yph' 

'bypt> coim: belone to th<;- ChCll:ir<1 dY..'l0oty of that countr;)'. Its 

13 kiuco ruled for 230 years o.ppro:drnntely fro::: tho ciddle of 

tho 4th to tho end of 6th cE'nturies A.D. lJo drtteo oro civ<'n 

<.i:: these coins, but thl? ocqllE'nCe end date of the Chcll1drCl kinco 

<'.re nON firmly estobliohC'd. on epigr<'!pnical snd r:wlDooc;raphicD1 

b . :1 
DOloS. IIo coin of the::;e kinas hos yet been found at l?C"linnO£lti 

or any other plnco in De~al. 

Al0Ilti with, thece collis, a feH coins of tl'10 other lEIter 

kincs of Arakan, Dh<:>rmm<'vijoya. end Dh.."Irmtlk"l.chandra of the d;ynnsty 

of AUl"ncwchroldra. (7th cent. AoD.)2. of the- Shitthoung pillor­

inscription, h..·we also been diccovered in Arok<,n. 'Ihree 

identica.l coiru: of Dhert:ur,e-vijo.ya with the Sl'·me leGend of 

••• r::u::lD.vijaya he.ve been recovered from the ~kiiW:r.::'ti exc<,vations; 

e:::cept for the m1.\til~t<:,d porUon of the lec;end, ,.;hich seres 

to have been ocuse-d by a. defective diet theG€> specimens ~re 

1. Er.; XXXII, p.lOO; Bull. SOAS, XI. pp.368 fr. 

2. ~., pp.365-66, 365, Pl.V. 19. 

• 

, , 
I 
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in excollE?ni; COntU t10n. ';hdr fenturco (Ire idf'nticnl lIi th 

the A!'(lY .... .,nese speoimeno .:lnd ::mfr,:;(>st th;>t thC'y l1ere ioporto fro::!. 

thDt country. The l(>(jondo ofnll tll0 Dbove coir.l.G hnve b('cn 

setisfl'ctorily re.:ld • 

• 
Th€' ArL!l:1'n collection cont",ino a st:1Dll nt'U:1b€'r of coins of 

the oC'oo Cf'nel'':: 1 typE' but l';ith n diffe:r-('nt 11O'':-:''l1d )not ;y-"t 

ElDticft'ctorily r('>Dd. ThesE" h0."J'Ct n CPC'CiD1 oi-::n::'fio<,nc(' for 

us, for the '7<'s'(; Ul<'jo:dty of tIle r·~d::~"ti coinG b<>10nc;' to 

thil:l cl~l:ls. From Ph"yrots firot doubtful rN'din:.; of th" lC',:cml) 

they a.re femiliClrly knm"l'l M the 'Yrri!:ri;:p' typo. Since th<:'l'1 

the leGend h<,s boen v<>riously r~('d as :f2:j.kri;r[C', !ti:.=!:ri;y<" 

Cn:rikotn, Il?rikota., P"rik(>t<l r.nd P<"'tH~('rl'l; no rendi:ng hOl:evC'r • 
hes b9C'n generally accepted. Before discussi~~ the question, 

l>]e may list the l.:nol-m specimeno of thifJ type from AraI-..!In nnd 

Bell3al. 

'Y~rik:riF' Coins from Ar"k"'!1 

2. Theobald collection. 

Shortt co11~otion. 

One ooin discovl?r,:,d fl.t SMdOlnlY i~ 
1878 and firot noticed by Ph.~yre. 

A..l'lothe!' coin acquired by \'1. ~lC'obn 1d 
and r~cord~d by him in 1892; find­
cpo-I; not knot·;n. 

One coin i~ 
S. Shortt; 
recorded. 

the collection of II. do 
its proven<"'nce not 

1. Ph.'yre, Coins of Ar?k<:n, p.30, Pl.II. 12. 

2. ~,LXI~ pp.102 :fr. 

NUf::. Chr., XX, p.23l, f'n.3. 

• 

._- --.-------.-----
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4. British ~uoeum col­
lection. 

5. IndiC1n f.!useurn col­
lection. 

7 • Indi~n r·luoeum col­
lection. 

8. British t!u.ceum 
collCl'ction. 

• ~. • t 

9. A.'3S8!!l Coin Ca.binet. 

13<.'s1d<.'0 ITo.1 , the Bri Ugh l~lJc(,v.m 
posoccoe:J £\ fen', more l:lp<'ciocmn 
of tIl1::: typc'lbut no publiohC'd list 
is ~v~iI0blp. . 

8 coins are lictC'~in t~e L~di~n 
l!ur:eum cI"talocues; thel.r provC'n!"lnce 

i." {,''';';;'1 not Imolln. 

334 coi1'J~ incl"J.a.inG fo~r Gold cnd 
nro coppor cpC'cio-::'ml; except thr(>C' 
coino 0-: Dll~:r,~r.l:,vij~'Y" C'nd t~JO 
of L!'li'~2br('t ('11 ojhcrs bE'lonc 
to lYeril-..ript type. 

• 

A fet~ coins in the Indi<'n nu::;C'ur.l, 

oriein~lly from a ho~rd of 63 silvor 
coins 4 recovc·red from a r.~CJ.in1'>r.lDti 
site. 

8 (Yel'Pcriya· type silver coins from 
Sylhet, o~iGi~~11y froo a hoC'rd of 
40 cOins;J the rem<,-inill[~ piec('?s ore 
not traceable nOtT • 

On'iJ 'Y.;trikriyo.' coin6in the ~rovinciel 
eo:l.n Cabint't, lactim; pl'oven.:'nce 
not recorded, probC1bly froo Sylhet • 

1. .!l?!.c!.-, of. Table of' l';oiGhts ~:!; the elld~ 

2. Smith, Q£!E •• p.33l, PI.XXXI. 9-11; Supple ££!g. 1'.99. 

3. See cataloCUe in chnpt~r IV. PP.1G(,:H-· 

4. B.C. L~w Vol. II, 1'.217, Pl.V. 1. 

5. l~lL>:l. ehr., xx, 1'.229 fr., PI.XVI. 

6. A.vi. BothClm. CO.t. of PrOVe Coin C.?bint>t, ]ss~m, p.573. 
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10. Tar,ora coin Cabinet. 

. . 

Cnd 'Conch-zhell ' and 4 '»~ll end 
TriC1yph' type- cOin'J in P.N. 1 
TDGore'o coin Cnbinat, Cnlcuttn; 
prov('ntmco not recol:-a.ed, but • 
preoUI:l:\'b.ly fro::! Eru; tern Bene.:-1. 

T~e above 'Conch-shell' type coin is similAr to No.1 

of Johnston's serieo. 
2 

'.l"...ae other four coiruJ El2'~ not oDtisfactorily 

preservE-d, end bear legE-nds vlhlch flrE.' in bad condition end 

pnrtly effnCE'd. They introducp., ('lccordi.u:;, to B."mer,ii'3 re!'dine. 

the folloVlilJ£t, four kiilc';S of ~n • P.kD.ra dynnnty' t presun~bly of 

]]bat BOI16al,,,not knOlm frOl:l Elny other source; the ordor of 

their succossion 0100 cannot be settled ~om th~ze dnt~ nlons: 

1. k~lit~kara (BJnerji's Pl.XIII. 3.) 
.2. R2.0y?i.kC'ra, (n.un. 4) 

3. Pr2dyumnok().ra (Pl. XIII. 5) 
4. .Antak.~rn or .Aml~lwra (Pl.XIII. 6) 

. Bo.nerji's reading cannot b('l checked .froe his poor reproduc­

tion of the coins; but the discovery of tt·:o better preservod 

specimens with the leomd of 'Lalitekaro' from the 8th T 9th 

century levels p.t Nainom£tilseems to ~upport tho above re$dinas 

~nd the postulCl.tion of the 7J~arCl d;ynosty. This kinGdom, in 

our ViClt'l, must be located in &lot J3ei:Jgal)l:'lnd not in Arok~n, ElS 

l%~norji thoucht.3 No coin or inscription of this dyn~sty h8S 

been found in Arar","n or any other pl.nca outside Ertst J3encol. 

1.. ~,NS, XV, Num. Suppl., XXXIII, p.85, PI.XIII. 3-1. 

2. ~)11. SOAS, 7.!, PI.V.l. 

3. cr. Num. Chr., x.~, pp.231. 233. 



'. 
He havo all>e~dy t'lt"ntionec1 the controversial ('rod doubtful 

re<1dine of the 'Yarikriy<l' lecend. PlUIY:r'EI's rC(ldine t18S El1ehtly 

tlcdified by Smi-bh aD 'Y~rikri:e t;l :tidYl\binoi r.nd 13oth!"o3 

followed cO:' him. Cun."'linc;h<1c' s suce;estion V£\S t Aril:ri:yr , •4 

Johnston doubt~d ~hefle r~~dines but offered no nt"w one. R~r.nett 

oUCC('ot(>d t,'10 reedinco t 'C!"rikot!". or 'Hnri!:ot",;5 P .... 't1t'chl'ndren's 
, 6 

re<!din~ 'l'm8 P"ti!~l?ryr:. 'Ihe Mainllmeti coin llhich the ll'tte-r 

illustrat~d in support of his reedi!~ is quite different from 

the other coins, and ePPf'ero to be a decenerC'lte copy of fI 

lot(>r QatE' 'l'1ith ruder eXl?cutionlP~rticularly of the 1cC'('nd. 

D.:"ni who h",d tll", oPPol'-tuni ty of pe.rsoually eX~l?liuine (\11 the 

coins of ~10' ill'r-mati Duppcrted P","cC'chf'!m:i'€'n t s ;rpadilJtr. Accordinz 

to him t • on somo of: the I'1:'\in8ma. ti coins the n,~t1.., &ttikE'r~ is .... -~ 
cle~rly ~ri±ten'l it is 'the mint from where ih~ce coins were 

issued t. 7 5" aloo rec<,rds the lezt'nds of' the 8 tYt'lri1..'"l'iY'''' 

coins from Sylhet as voriants of • P,"rH.:E>t<'l t, which he tE'kE's 

• 

to1 be n L1io1;a1\:/) for P(\~ikerE\, the letters ~ a-"ld ~ beir~ tranoposed. 

lA'lni further ste>.tes th~t tho Mnimmoti coins t-tere' discovered 

'in a l(.'vel which clea.rly.bc.>longs to the time of -the Buddhist 

Cho.nd .. ,s rulers of Enot 13engEtl', and. thC:lrefore 'all the coina 

th~t ht'lve bet'n [;0 far reCld. ~D Yarikri~/1'I (;;nd ettributed. to the 

Ch.-m.dr" l'Ul~ro of Ar~1-v.'1n should now be r<:>ad 86· Pa~ikora fmd 

1. ~,P0331, Pl.XXX. 10. 

2. Supple Fcn~, p.99. 

3. OpoC}_,t,., p.573. 

5. Nun.ehr., XX, p.230. 

6. B.C. Lm-r Vol. II, p.211, Pl.V.1. 

7. Jl:.:rr.S.I., XXIV, pp.14l-2. 
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<,scribed to the Chandra rule-I'D ot ~flt BE'Dgal. •• 1 'Innr:, 11(' 

LHlsociatieo ei th~r d ireotly o%' by implicfltion ·~he Lisinr"Ck'1ti 

coins with the l·lainF"mati plZl~es of the Chandrac. 

Wo hove ~lreody oentioned t~t DDnihpd ~CCE'sa both to 
• 

th~ moterial end th~ i.~fo:-:::~tio:1 rE'r~al:'dir.>g th~ r.~!.ni-C:8·(;i eXCE'VCltionD. 

Dut hiz sese-rtte::? the.'!; th~ l!eiul":f.I:· i;:i. coi112 b(>lone to tho Ch!"ndrDs 

of Eoct lkn.:;:::l i~ cortninly E:urpriEi~. So f,;lr <lC c~~ obs<."rvp­

tlon reveal;:; ond. 00 i'E>r as the excElv."Uon records now confirn, 

these 'Arnkt"n· type coin3 wC:'re l'ecov{"rod from levelo definitely 

I.1COociDt€'d. with th"? Early-Devil r .... 11ers of E.-wt lk'l'l6a1 (8th century 

A.D.), that in more th£>n 1;>70 ce-ui;urico be:fo:.~e th<? Ch~mdra period 

(miC:.(Ue of 10t1-11 th centtl.':'il's .A.D.). ~er:;e coiru: (lnd Cbn'irt:>. 

pla.t~s C})f.le not only froo t-ridoly dif.feront 10· ... e12 but .,lso 

from t~JO diffl3Z'ent SH~13 f S~lbQll Virora Imd ChDrplltra l.;ur!i, 

cmel thuo cmmot bl? c3sily confu.aed. In Emy CGse, we do not 

thil1C the point in deb3tabl~, unless th9 very basis of archeeoloci­

c.?l method be rejected. As t.e shall Gee l(>-i;er, we Cllso do not 

«coopt his readin,3' 36 correct 0 HONeve!' ~"e aCl.'G~ with his other 

Vie1"O, that the 'Yarikriya' coins c"1nnot bo attributed to the 

Ch~TJ.cl'l:'a kingll of. Arel'=<;'"Jn, ond the leGend re!'rctl"nts the ll.<. ... me not 

of a klnr:: but of the mint f:rol:! ~·:here th~se coins were issued. 

Phr.w:re c'!.td;E"d the 1Y;"rikriy.>. coins to the Bth-9th century 

.A.n.":1 T'nis is supported by Johnston t-7ho plflcl>o th(>m on 

palr-teoE:rephical Grouncls in th? obscure period of t~lo c(.>nturies 

Ph(')yre, ,op.cit., p.30 

Jf. N. ~.t. ) )I.~ } f' life. 

-~---~~---~--~---~~--~. -_. __ ._-.----._.-~--



34'1 

fol1o~vi213 th<.> rC'icn of An<>ndnch<'ndr.?, (c. 700 A.n.). 1 ~mith 
dotes thC'ln to the 8th to loth o('nturi~a .A.D., 

2 
\111ilo !!1"t"c10l!.:'1l, 

-u...- . 
en th" bt'sis of -the 8 Sylh€'t coine) pl<,c(>s .• ,.in tht> Jl<'riod b<"t~;(>(>n 

tho de<lth of Drtichl'ndr{\ (c. 600 .A.D.), tht' l(lot ChD;:tdr(l Idnc 

of Ari'bm Emd tIl&' acce-edon of 7in('llld0ch."udro (c. 700 11.D.)3. 

l':e h::lvo (r.gready noticed ~h~t J)on!. dfl'~'Y,J t.1"::\ '1;0 ·tnt.> lOth - 11th 

centuri~3 A.n.4 

• 

It t-;ill pI!> clp.;!!, eVC'.1- frc:r: c('cW'.l obeE":r'vcltion ~~h"t <' 1 thol;,:~h 

the ;Y8rikl~iyn' leG'f'nd::: on £111 the coinr; 117'f> h.:'sicc,lly 0,1E' 

end th~ zmnc, th$Y cliffe:.' consider8,bly in dotrdl f':rOlli coin to 

coin. '.ali::, difference in the for!':' cf CEH't:;,:i.:r.·. lE"der::.; "nd th€' 

style of l!l'Hi~ probably i:ndio<lt<!'o E'omo p~1.?~101r8phicf)1 d",V'(;lop­

Jnc-nt over I;l. strt·teh of time. .A1 thou,Jh th,.-i!' sc;:'ipt h?G 0 

cener~l rese::lbl"nce td tb those of r:-:>zt~:rn Ind.i", it h<.s cicnific('lnt 

diff'er~n.o(ls _'I'} "1011. DSl'i.ved ~z£)e;-;t.i(l.l1y f'l"cm ~h~ SCI'ipt.o of 

Il:!stern Ilcngarlt i'li seems to h.,vl) dA.'T;:>lo,ad on hide-pendent lint>s . 

\'11 th clo$er links l'li th ancient .Ar<",l;.an. lliis t.il1 bo evidont 

f'l'om a comp<ll'.<l,tive study of tht> ArM!:"n coins and {'piC;l'~phs. 

:Both this E'lstern Doneel vDrillrlt and the Ar,.kml ccripts t'lere, 

llnd still ere, imperfectly Imo'tm. It if.! p:roh,'bl;; to this fpct 

mort? thn~ "ny.::t:hi1:!C e',se thc>t the i'!'ilnr~ 1;0 offer n so.th:f<'ctory 

reedine ot: the 'ycrikriya t le~end l'1:'lS primClrily due. He nO~l 

have e. ccr::.preht'nsi ve. study of the Jlr8kar~ 0pigrapns end coins 

2. S~ith, QQIllf p.331. 

4. Jl.N.S.I· t XXIV, p.142. 
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1 2 by Johnston, suppleoented by nirc~:t'f and" l(lrger and be>tt(>r-

prese~ved collection of 'Y$rikri~' coins fro~ K~st~rn B~nG~l. 

It 'Wol.I.ld e-ppanr from th~ above cm>rt th<>'c th~re is not 

tluch CO.ltl'OVersy ree~rdil1ti th(> "1;,10 middle cll<"1r?ci:e+p of th? le[;C'ndl 
, «..Q I~~.n..v-

tho second lett or J:1<I8 been re;;>d by all except D!>ni" t'lS !i, ~.'hi1e 
there ic !10 difi'~r('nc", of opin.ie>n fl1: 1'111 r!:,;~?r0.tnc: the b?Dic 

chC'racter of the thil'G.,!s£.. The EGcond cheroctcr, !i, is 

---------------------------------------------------1. 

" .... "'.,. ··...".·"1 ~ .::. ., ,,\..A.J\, ... , 

XI, P?357 n·. 
Plhl03 n. 

" i 

i 
t, 

[, 
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reprl"I}('~llt('d by E\ v<'Iriety of m tilth 8 cll"nt "t t.h('l foot of 

th(> verticnl at: fmmd in th" R"lridp-:1l' vl~tc>o (6th c~nt. A.D;),l 

ITicUlf'npur plnt(>30f rh~ol:,"'r<1v<'rmr-n (7th cent. A.D.)2 f'nd otho1' 

E:-s'l;ern Indion ep:l.Cl'Dphs of thnt pe:'iocl. On the coin::: it oho:ls 

r(,L'0rk"bl~ uniformity of shope, t11(> :::l<"nt {\'h tilt> fcot b~in::; 
• 

Cl1i~htly blunted or derorm~d on cooo coin::: b;'." i,:"f('~tiv€' mint1n,,-;. 

llicept on cIne :l:p(>cimt'n, tho letter io cleor onr'!. t'li~tinct. C'nd 

Mnl1.ot bE> reed tiS anythinG othE>l" t11('n!.!.. T'.u.<? third letter, 

(:I vDriet;v of' ~'! .Ii tIl n slc--nt 0)1: tllO foot of thcver-:'ic?l, i£l 

th<.> o<"me as thflt fOU!ld in the llo'lrer !-lS «'!r:>:rly 6th cent. A.D.);3 

tho form is n0t f~mi.l i!'!!' i'1 lkn::;=" 1, (>~d for t.h-!"t 7:'(>·:08')'1 the 

s1f'::1'1:: ~~l"S t:lil:ltEll<:~n £01' th", VouC?l '~'. Tilis io p1'ovC'd by ~ fcti 

1·!clinfiTJ<\i;i coins (Pl. XXX,Co. ) on which ue find the c11(>1'0ct<:>1' 

fully c1.El9.if!10plifd :Into ttl! lQoped 'IT"ri('>t~.r of E:'2. with El ticl: on 

the :-ight t £'Ii found in the Nic1.hvnpur f'ud Kh,~::" pbt~s. 4 'ilia 

V01'1~1, Ii\, tled:'lJl i is vet'y cle~r on the I'.t"! inam(>ti <"nd Sylhet 

ooin!:l, en.d Deni*s r~v(linS' of this eler::ent 1s correct. 

Tho most controve~oiel ch~racter is the initi~l letter, 

lihich ie l-lritt{>n in on(> of thref;' styles alld h;'~fI; 110 recernblr-nce 

• 

tdth F.>ny chClrecter of the E!>stern md.iCln scripts. But fo1'tun~t(>ly 
) 

ld"lih the publicntion of the .Ar.?l<:en epiGraphs· and coins. this 

l~·~ter is now clea.r·ly identificble. Ii; is i~l<>nticDl with ~, 

there too ,qri tt(,U tn thrt;!&? sioi1<l.!' styles, occurring in the 

~.------------------------------------------------.-----------------

£L., XII, ppo65 fro 

3 .. l:rir1. ;.:d.~ X".::l, pp.29 ft. _ ....... ---

~. I~Nl. I, IIo.6. 
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- - - 1 Veopli ::;tont>-slob inccriptions oreni tich<'ndI'<' l'nd Virpclwndrf.', 

Vese>li Dton(> pil1<lr2 Dnd S<>ndot1oy eton(? inccripticno of }ir,:,l:,~n. 3 

{:hot CE'c>tlS to b" its eorli('st form rec('oblin,'; <'n rh!:tlt1<' (eleo!Jlwnt 

co"d), occurs in th& firct three> epi.::;rl.lphc. 'Eli::; forr. of !::!. 
h~s not hitherto been noticed in EDct~rn Indi<'n inccriptlono • 

• 
T.!1C' tvo ciopler forcs occur in th(' Sc-ndctlry ntonC' inccrlption; 

thC'y Elo::l(>whl.'t rNH'cble " c<,pi tol J, "E'JidC'ntly lIE! hrve h<.>1'o (l 

derivotivo of the orchoic fo~s dC'pictC'd in ~illller, Pl.III, 

• 

co1.17 end Pl.IV, 001.1".4 Johncton trecC's its surviv['l t'nd 

devC'lopt1Emt throu::;h tho P[:harpur pl<:te cf Guptf.' yC"?r 159, Gu...:~i!3'hrr 

plnte of V(linY"l':;Upt~ L"nd th(' Thrid;!ur pl('te of Gop.:1ch['nc1r('. 

'ITle AraI:on form of h! is "leo reco:;nis~blE' in a lir.l"mzn ic<'Ce 

inscriPtion.5 There io herd1y f'ny doubt nou th<"t the ini tia1 

letter of the ~~in50ati coins is '~f. 

~le lost letter of the leGend h~s ~lco been controveroi~l. 

It is t·,ri tten in one of two distinctive fltyles: the one is a 

hook-lib, fo:rm openil'l8' to the riGht, and the other hen soce 

resemblance to the figure(thre; in reverce. They ~pperently 

have no clenr affinity Hi th .my chn.I'r:cter of the IT,stE'rn Indif'n 

spripts, and certainly not with any knoun form of ilI2., !£. or ~, 

as read by the e.bove schole.rc. 11orcover)~ occurs in the leGend 

i tsel£', while ~ and.:E; (as aleo J2i!. .:lnd ££) occur on the Ar~kDn 

coins with l'lhich thl!} 'Yarikriya' coins are closely related; 

1. ~., XXXII, pp.103 ff., Pl.A. 

2. ~., P2.B. 

3. ThIll. SOAS, XI, pp.357 ff., Pl.IV Fie.2. 

4. l!&!!., pp.363-l,. 

5. ~,1928-29. p.208, PI.LI. L. 
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(lny compClricon will 0110\01 thnt the: <,bove rC'r>diUCB hr'vC' no br>nio 

othC'r th8n conjE'ctural. The> oolution t'lppe<>ro to be proviclC'd 
1 'by on Arnk,'n epicrDl'h, the Sl"ndom'y stone inncription. T'll~ 

hst lotter of thio inacription, k ' in line> 7, clooC'ly recC':::blC'o 

the> firo·t foro of !!!. of our lOGC'nd. 'I'his vClrili'ty of "k retoinn 

eooC'ntiolly the oldC'r form Given byB·~ller, Pl.IV, col.1-3 ~nd 

5-6, Dnd S.U. Ch<."l:rpvDrti, Fie.V, col.I. The R>ridpur coppC'r­

pbte-s uzu.:'lly hnve (> F.!ore> moc1ern foro, but the older t;Y70 

occurn once in 1.12 of Dhvr~oditYD'S inccription of the> ye~r 

3".2 
li'rOI;! thin JOb .. 1·wton concludC's t11O'o; thene fortin of h." t'nd 

1!!. tiere clNlrly derivli'd froCl the :::cripts current in E:'otC'Tn 

L"1dip durinG the Gupta period, but i11 the> oubsoqut'nt periods 

they developed mC'rl:ed peculiari tieo due to tht' icolDtion <'nd 

bac!:I'mrdl1esa of the loc<,li ty. 

• 

A typicC'l hooked vnriety of k is given by Dani in his 

IncU<"n Pr.>l(>eor:-rr''TJhy} It se'i'rns to h",ve developed from the cursive 

v~riety of rovnd-bottomed ~ occurring in the Gupta pl~tes of 

tho 5th ~nd the Iibridpur plates of the 6th ccmturieo A.n.4 MJ 

rC',:!<lrds the other form, the only p:;>rollel appears to be the 

c~fJuthern 1('>, occurring in the <>bove Gupta platf's. 'll'lO form on ...-
the coinn rnoy hove dev(>1op('d fror:l this Guptsprototypa or even 

from the first foro. In any CE'SIJ, the 1m,1; latter Cloy nett be 

t0ken ElS k 'l'li th re<loonClbla certainty. 'fuis eives us a new 

re~dine: IH,<:>rik",l~ t. 

1. ~!11. SOAS, XI, pp.359, 363-4, Pl.IV. Fig.2. 

2. .!]?g. t p. 364· 

3. Lec.cit., p.287 (tho bottom ficure). 

4. ~., Pl.XI. Dv Col. 2-3. 
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Tho te>tt'l obvic~).cly rC'prcG<.'n10 the> nr'!:lO of tho oin-:: or 

tho country of' ioono of til" cOino t f'nd l"l'..l(:t unclouotNlly ot;' 

loc(\1;"d in tho \lell-knc~;"!l bu1; ('0 y<::>t t'nic1.€>utH'id C'nc1"n~ c!ivl­

oion of ~ot Dcnct"l of' thr-.t nr'cC'. It fa h.'Irc11y conc~d iT,:,ulC' 

th,~t the 350 or 00 l:notm coin.:l of t2io '~:i"i:'o t~i tIl '1111<.> 0('00 1(':':C'111 
• 

but lJ1cl~ly diff(l:rinc in oty~C'v e::C'cu.tion (lncl p:--l('C'o,:;r,,:,h1c 

clC'volop:nC'nt cur;cC'otir-e 0 onl'!'C'?lcy p~:::>iod of co::!(\ ct:l"~:l:ri~o O:"1y 

b" 00cociC'tc-c.l td th G!10 cl::n':!.:'ctYi Z0r 1('30 til -:;h I"l. r~in';l(' l:i:r.:-:. 

pe::'iod. 

flo l'eC'!'l"t1o the c1,'ltin.:; C'nd cl'.rcnoloZ;Yt 1J0 hc>vl? notice-d 

th-'It 0 good denl of cOllt~"Groy e>nd coni"uoion exiotE'd for roc-oono 

tl1hlch no lOnG('Ir hold; h::cvil4.;1 rojocto<l tho ('\soum:9~ion th<>t tho 

lOGe-ne11} contnin the n:"1oe of n kir..c; £'tld th,~t ho b~lonc(>d to 

.ll.r"k!'u ('no. tn;mt, th~!'(>Zor~. bo fitted into th(\ chronolocicl"Il 

fre>!!!N/Ork of th~t country .. wo find no difficulty ill ('ccoptinc 

tho e""id.(>nco pro"Jidod by tho coi!ll3 th(,C'J:lelve-::l. 'ille>o(> \';01'0 :found 

in Ec-otern Ik':ncDl Clnd Arck0n in eocooiDtion ~3i th the coin~ of 

tl!o AroI--..c!'l Chrnd.r::>s (5th-6th CClrt.. A.D .. ) C'nd of D!:l['m.t'l0vijr.>;:]!'t 

Dnd Dh0 I'Ot:lr' chc-ndrr>. (7th cC'u'~. A.D.) of .!I.rD1::.:"n ~nd th!." °It:l1tC'tion t 

coins or :r<n".c~l (6th-7th cont. AoD.) illCludin..:; 1;>. oilvor coiu 

of SC'.n<.i:illr..n (co 600-620 A .. i).),3 the v~ot tllrtjority bt'i~ 'recovered 

2. ~., p.XCVIII. 

• 
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\,_ fro::) the o·~ratified 1ov(;.'lc of thp n"in-;r:",,,ti cxc::w<,tion::; d"ted 

to the 8th-9th c~nturi~s A.D. T.ho clono ~ffinity of th~ ocript 

of their 10G'C'lldo wi th ·~hoce of tho coins ond epicrC'j/hc of tho 

.'lr.:'kfln ChrmdrCls ~nd of ·~he SC'ndou<'y stone [lnd IIr.:r'Hl~n irnllce 

in::;cripti01!G io S'PPl1l'Cllt <'nd beyond dbubt. In £'£1ct t if \-10 

K ¥ 

1-

d"te these coins rou,:;h1y be-t~iC'f'n the 6th E1l1d 0t11 cC'ntu.riNl A.D., 

t>0 moy not bEl fCl.r tV'ronG'. The continu.i ty of thE' tr<,cli tion of 
'-

this oOin11Co io indiov,ted by tho l1dnC'm...,·ti coins of !,pH tC'!:[lrC' 

rnd tho fOilr other coil'lG of thic .A!-::::>r.'l. dyn.:'sty from 'I'::-cor(l's 

clloind. most prob~.bly i::;oued fro!!! the O<'r.l(' kin::dcr.l (nnrikel~). 

Johnston'a sUGGested da.te of the 8th-9th ceonturiC's A.D. for thcr.l 

b J. d 1 1nC':! 0 (lccep"e • 

It is hllrdly necesc<'ry to rop('~t th~t these coins h~vG 

no Dosociation tdth the- Chtmdra dyn<'cty of :&"ot Bencol flnd 

th..".t thoir lecends COl1-'lO'G bo ret'd as ·p"til:er:'>,'. 'l'hE' evidE-nce 
'/ -

- of d!'tt.! GUPPol'ts our vie'l. llie nome of Sri-PE'ttU.:erC'll,:<, occurs .. 
for th0 fir::;''!; time in thepbtes of L..~4~hechendrC'l (oC'.rly 11th 

cent • .i\.D.); tlllP.:lrentlYa13 E' minor totmship of S(,lln,~t",~:;>.2 'lliore 

• 

is no evidence thai; "l-/; b""C<lme e· evpi tal city before the 13th 

contury J'l..D.3 Th::> Som<>.t<l.t-3 eo.pi t01-1n from the 7th to 11th ceaturiC's 
• r: 

A.D. t-lere Y.Elm:;nta4 and D9vaparvata.:J It seems to uo t'lo::;t 

1. 1\u.11. SO,~, XI, p.372. 

2. P<'k. Archo f No.3, pp.22 ff. 

3. TIiQ, IX, pp. 282 fi. 

4. ~. ~·!(;?C. I, No.6. 

5. nI0" XXIII, pp.221 fr.; ~, letters XVII, pp.83 ff. 
I 

--~~---- !~------------
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unlikely th~t tIlt-co cOino, if ioouC'd fioo ~~m[>t~~~, '10111d bo("r 

tll(1 n{loe of' n plC'ce liko P.:'ttikor~, if it exinted ~t Elll, £I:ld. 

not one of th('> t",O ~lell knot-m cI:I.pi tolo of t11(> periodc l1hcn 

th~ coins t'lero curront. 
I 

• 
As reGClrdc tho oriGin of' thece coil1.:J, it o::-y nO~'l bo t[ll:en 

e.::! eotablished th0t thC'y ,lore if::wucd fioo :&"'01; I~nc[>l l'nd not 

Arn1:{lnj except a feH specioens, the tntiro collC'ction (:::ore th:-n 

350 pioces) COwO frow tho' for;:lOr reGion. HOHcv0r, [10 "lH) 11<,vo 

notic~ ~bovet the evidenc~ indicates quit~ clc[lrlye clone 

!'C'lntionohip bott-:oC'n the two principC'li tieo, flC'rikt'lC' {lnd ArC'!v:'n, 

boJ~h in the cuI tur",.l and 1"oli tical spheres, stron..c~ly (JU[r:;eotin.,:; 

their GC'ocrophice.l proximity. 

HariIesl", l..r~S E'n ioport?nt kir.gdoc in E,;'1st 13E'n0ol. 'lho 

Chineoe tr~vellcr I-toins (7th cent. AoD.) defin(>d it as the 

easte~n lioit of ~otern ~~die,l ~nd thin io zupported by th~ 
account in the K.",~ilr"'-F:l"nj!lrI, 0. 9th century work.2 There f're 

severt'll ref~rcl'lces to this kincdot:l in the ?nch'nt records of 

lknG<?l, the e.?rlie::;t probe.bly being in the Chi ttogong plote of­

l:3ntidevn (9·th cent. A.D.);3 but u.."'lfortullntely none GivE'S ita 

exa.ct loca.tion, and the references in the late literary \10rr.s 

1. Ell., PD.l7, 134. 

2. lhii., p.17. 

• 
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nre both conflicting (lnd coni'uoih,-:;. It io I>~rtly du('l to 

this :md pOl''l;ly to the lack of inforo.. ... tion cinco the nur:li::! 

inv('lsion th~t this t<.>r1'1 tory hr-c no'~ y"t bc'Z'n iclentifi<:-d. ~1<l' 

J.lnin::lati coins now soem to provide E'n l'rch"ooloGic~l ('vielence 

for the r(.'discovcry of thic loct l:incdol1l • • 

rC'spactivc> copi tt'llo of Sr-m0ol;"'~EI DIld . .'I.1',:-1:.:"'n, p<,y 'be reC(lrd(>d 

DC th(> liC1itS tvi thin 1·0111c11 the t?1':-:!. tory of <"nci('ni I1:--ril:(>lo 

is moet l:!.k~ly to bQ 10cDi;<?d. It is true tlwt the 12th c'."'ntury 

l(>::dco~r<lpher n0m'"'c!1"'ndl'.:"l ffi(>n1;ions Ik1'ik('l1. ~s (I o:,,:::on:,"T.1 of 

V"i1.Galfl~ld two i>'5co"5 Ul1i"1.rersity zms ref('r to n,.,rikol,. 00 bdr'.c 

1th ~ 11 ~ 2 A h 1 d b 1 0 Sy:l011;ytlOUO t,r ~y l(?". S t<1<? [lve a 1""'0 y 0 SC!'VC'C 1.n 

• 

Ch1?pter V, these rcfercmc('s rouat be re j(>cted on th<:? clc>C'r evidence 

of the Chandra in3C2.'iptiol113 .111ich t:l(>ll'l;ion 11:~ril:el~ ~s " cop('rote 
I _ 

enU ty) quite distinct from Veitga, Snr.l.'1te~n Elnd Srih,;'l~~o. On 

the b<e:sir:! of "thE' ev&il~b2E.' infOl'mntion m;> h<'!v~ l'lueG('::da~d the 

i(l~n'eificatiol1 of R.").l"ikE'le. with the hilly reCior..B of Tripuri1-

Chi ttngong, particubrly l'rith the later; th~ ovidenc9 ;,>rc\"itled 

by these COillS ()\ecrn to support our vie~1. It is quite poosibl<:! 

to think that ~t tim~s, for e%am~le d1~inc the rei~j2 of KDlltidev~3, 

1.. ~., p.l5. :m. 9t 1'/. 

'2. P.L. Paul,' R"-'rly Hbt of 110,¥~,:;1, !~ pp. III-IV. ml, p.W. 

3. lm,., .pp.l34-5; g., XXVI, pp.313 ff. 



l 

352> • 

the boundllries of lIo.rikol? "'1(,1'e p'lLChE'd fOl'l-l(lrd to include 

pClrt!'l of fillY or ~ll of the bord!;.'r ct~tee, viz. v .. k.:-, S{1tk'\t('lt~ 
I _ • 

<1nu srilmHEl t ond thifil mny h£1VO led to the confus~d stcotcoC'ntc 

in lote litorary trnditions. nut the indiccotions oe~m to be 

qui to clear that Chi tt<'conz 11<10 pr>r l":x:c~llt"nco the kincdom of 
• 

lIl'1'ikeln. The suecesticn, hOHl"Ver, must recoin hypothetical 

till conclusive proof is availnble. 


