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,domezed but the figures sre intoct. \Ip‘fgrg,‘epyleigpd decorption,
tpgsg‘pieggsl9;9\b;o€d1y‘§im;la;»;o_ppg‘pr?v;oup‘gpgcimeg (p 27)
‘§‘\Qhoﬁ??8‘d?Y?19P§d fggtures‘and\a?tippég_¢e$energtiop._‘Ip both
‘1“gpggimgng, the Bodhisattve sitg in 1olitfoonn with his right
hend in yorode=mudrd, ond the cymbol of recognition, the utpnla
is clerrly visible on the left.

¥ov v v . . vy N - o, - .

Y

.., D 30. Bronze imate of. Yrhjudrl with inseription on the
pedectal (4 12).\ From the votive ﬁhrlpp,‘genﬁrgg area, Period III,
531ben Viknre 1967. \?pg‘ipage\i§Apn‘g h;gh\grp?meptg}\pgdestel
end the lotvs gept looks pp though it were in the round, dbui

Ipr;gina;ly it hod a‘hégp,\yg};-ngflppgd‘gtgle, bitg‘pfrwhich

, \ore BE111 atfeched to the beck, end other frogmenty were collected
from, the, findspot.  The figure itgelf is well-pregerved.

_ @wﬂa? , The specimen represepts egng? ﬁEE\fine t~pronae sculptures

frgﬁ kainamati vith the developed style of ;ﬁg-eer}y group. The
“\‘Bodhisattva sitting 1n mshﬂrajtlila pose on @ hlnh ornumentel
threne holds, in hie, right hend o, guord, while,in by left hond bo
w8 reported to, be holding e lengrefolked, totus,, evidently =
. nilotpola, surmounted by, the proifptreniti monuseript-—the
two symbols of his recosnition. , The second ,£ymbol is noy miscing.

Yt

~ In form end ctyle ps vell es in, detail, the imrge reseribles the
Lﬁnausrz ond Pednopond Hos.D L 16-17. }pe‘styig»;gpggpe?;or end
‘ph?‘workmﬂnship is excel10nt. The, long,, diaphenoua scorf worn
.;n upoviti fﬂshlop lies , BCross, the }eft shoulder vnd thg right
Imee.  The highly, orng mopt<1 lgwor port of the, piece is ,porti-
cularly 1nuhreutimv. The pedeutal tdth expanded pave et the
. bottom eontoins, the inﬂcylption (4 12),, surmOUpte@ is en

4

i

excellont $opresgntat+on of, vidvopodmn, on which are

—————

,Placed @, miniature, stupa ( or btupa-shaped geoket) in



-\j

211 ,
/

the centre, end lions rempont on couchent elephants at the

v cln i ’Rj*&w Tlwe we

two front corners. The podmfsone of the Bodhisattiva rests

on them. A hanging apron-1iKa device links the two lions.

It is interesting to observe that the hieratic style of the
bronzo sculpture and the widely differing terracotta folk art
of Maindmati seem to havé a common denominator in these sculp-
tured animals, the lion end theelephent. The popularity of
the lion-on-elephont motif of the seat is evidenced by the
discovery of a number of similar specimens in the excavations

and a2lso in other parts of the locality.1

D 31. Dronse image of Lokenstha (Pl. LiX ), From cell
36, Period III, S4lban Vihdra, 1964. Badly broken end damoged
but now partly restored.

The specimen shows the same classicism of the Bengal style
end traces of Gupta influencey pariticularly in the mddelling
of the limbs end the refined expression, aézthe previous piece
(D 30)s The stele snd the lower part are large and well—developed,
~end chow the elaborate decorative style. The Dodhisativa sits
in 1elitfsona with his right hend in verods-mudrza end left
hend holding a lotug, while in his Jjatd-mukuia is a miniature
representation of Amitibha, the other symbol of his recognition.
The piece recalls the style of the Avalokitesvara potele in

Btone (D 3)0 O\( }'X \k /\3#&,{( l}{» . LLQY'LM_,CQV l.J fl: P

.*v{_d

1. A nunber of almost identical pedestals and seonts were
discovered in the monactery cells and chapels of the
cruciform shrine. The recemblence of the lower part of
the image with thet of Sitétapstra from the Comills
district is striLing(_Bhattasali, Iconosraphy, Pl.XVIII)

\N{‘) \/6(',1 \JL,T\ h\fg P ENS 'hqntr}{. Lan (‘N\A.\)l 1\_,(\_

> L
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D 32. Dronze imame of Akgobhys (Pl. Liv-b)e. From cell
62, Period IV, Sdlben Vihdra, 1964. Presetvotion septisfoctory.
The piece has the usunl elements znd decorations of the developed
form, but shows clesr morks of degeneration in stereotyped
repetitions and deterioretion in design, style and execution.

The specimens of this type with cosrce features and crude
worknonship are quite large in number, showing interesting steges
of dezeneration snd roughly datable to the 9th century A.D.
or even later. The above specimen is fairly reprecentative

of this group and we shall not record other exrcuples ,
s

D 33. Bronze imcme of Jambhela (Pl.LX:b ). From cell 34,
Pericd III, S&lban Vihara, 1964, Upper part of the stele is
miseing snd the piece is very much decayed, but the iconographical

details are clear.

This tutelary deity emanating fromADhyﬁnI Buddha Ratnosem-~
bhava presides over the Buddhist world of wealth; this is
reprosented by the pots in front of the image. His pot-belly
and stuet dwarfish features are alco recognisaeble; of the two-
other symbols of recognition, a citron in the right hond is
distinct, but s she-mongoose in the left hand vomiting a jewel
is scercely discernible in the photograph. The corners of
the pedestal show lion figures in bas-relief; they are crude,
but have interesting festures: a single head with the body
shown seporately on both sides of the cornerfi;g'found in the
terracotta ploques wvsed in the cornera of buildings. The
probhFvali is also interesting, having two distinet units.

Token together, these features mey indicate its relativeXw early
date, C. 8th century A.D.



a13
(b) Sin~le Femnle Firures

The fermelo counterparts of the Bodhisattvan ere the
Dodbidakti Tates of five different colours correcponding to
those of the five Dhyani Puddhrs from whom they emonste. They
are the fevourite goddesses of Tentric Buddhism ond are reprrded

4
as Sckiis or spiriturl consorte of their corresponding Rodhisctiveos.

5]

As they ore primerily distinguished on the boascis of their colour,
not present in encient sculptuvres, it is never ersy to identify
them individurlly. Fortunately, nct 011 were equally ponuler,
Judging frew the number of imrges in the lMoinsmeti collecticn,
the two most populer types were: éyﬁd& T5ra with two hends,

the right one in verads mudrd and the other holding a dlue lotus

Tanrd & _
(wtpala); end the four-armed,Chund? with her proper right hend
in vare@p—mudf§ eand the two left honds holding respectively the

proJﬁFpﬁramitﬁ manuscript on a2 lotus end 2 bowl or flesk, A
lerpge nunber of imeges of both were recovered from the excovetions,
but as they ere more or less of the same type, we shell record

only 8 few representative specimens.

- V4
D 34-35. Bronze imazes of Syrmd Tors. From cells 37 and
38, respectively, Period III, Salben Vihara, 1964. In very bed
ptete of preservelion end parts of the stelse are missing, dbut

the symbols of recognition are clesr. In form, style and
execution, both the pieces are similer, and the pose of the
figures is also identical. The goddess sits in lelitzsone on

a dotus throne with thé right hend in verede-mudr? end a utprla
in the left. The siyle and the form of the stelce and pedestals
sugrest that the piefes belong to the ea}ly gY0UpPe
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D 36, Bronze imnne of eipht—armed THri or Chundd (Pl. LXRI.C).
Fron cell 18, Period III, Silbon Vihdra, 1963. Decay;d ond
corroded; some of the symbols ‘in the hends are missing.

Mﬁgg goddess sits in l4litisonn on 8 lotus throne; her
properkhand iz in varsde-rmudir®, the proper left restis on the
scat. Among the objects held in the other hands, only two
are recorniseble: s devidr veoirs in the upper right lLiond, end

. . 1
¢ cokra (dise) in the upper left. The second left gecms o

be holding » . sword. The predhfveli ond the pedestal ere well-
formed end dev;loped. The style and execution of the piece,
2s well ac details of heir style, ornaments end dress, support
its placé in the superior early group.

D 37. Ironze imo~e of four-armed Tard or Chundd (Pl. LXU ),
From cell 35, Period III, Sdlben Vildra, 1964+ The upper part
of the probhPvali is missing; otherwise well-preservede

This is a fine specimen of mature type in the esrly group
with elaborately decorative features, specially in the lower
part. The stele is well developed, the pedestsl is well formed
and the hisgh lotus seat is remarksble for the fine decorative
treatment of the vifvaprdmes and the stylized leaves end stems
below it. The geddess sits in vajrésens with her proper right

hond in verede-mndra, ond the proper left restsin her lap
.0 (kolding a bowl?Lthe other right hand holds an objeét which seems
i T
‘ to be 2 rosery. It is not cleapr in the photograph. The

1. Cf. Chupd® from Fiyamatpur, Réjshfhi: H.Bs PL.XXVI. 64.
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Pro 88 piromits manuscript on & lotus in the other left hand

is clear and distinct. The Jotf-mukuta of the goddess is re-
markable and her Jewellery is Also deiicately foshioneds In
its superior siyle end executlion, the piece is comparsble with
the imege of Manjubri{D 30) from the votive hhrine, and is,
likewise, dotable to the 8th century A.D. Tuis and the next
two imoges (D 38-39) have striking resemblance with a six-
honded Tére or Chunda in the Be%yok National Museum, dated to

the 9th century A.D.l

b yaa Gy Headdees

D 38-319, BPBronze impores of four-srmed TOrs or Chu.nda (Pls. LX. <,
{22, Lxi.a), From cell 36, Period III, S81lban Vihdre, 1964. E
The prebh3vali and the lower parts are partly demsged ond missing.
In terms of the pose and the objects held in the hends, theco
pioces are slmost identicsl with the previcus specimen (D 37).
In etyle, however, there are morked differences. No.D 38 LPI.LXt-@ 1%
leso elaborate in decorativelelementq and stylistically eppears
to be inferior suggesting & slightly later date, This is
supported by the paleeography of the inscription on the pedestal.

The other specimen represents crude work of a still later date
showing clear deferioration in style end workmenship.

D 40, 3Bronze imare of four-hended female deity (Pi.LXl.b).
From cell 36, Period III, Salban Vihara, 1964, In good siate of
preservation,

The goddess with o frowning stare sits on the lotus throne
in lalit@sena. The synmbols in her honds are clesr snd dictin

l. J.Eevan Lohnizen de Leeuw, Inleidins tot de Kunst ven L
Thoilond, den Hasg, 1963, P1.20, Cat. Nos50s




. '-l \ 1“&‘\;\}\\

216 ™
o Yo

the proper right hend in varada-gudr? hoc a small fruit in

the open palm; the object in the proper left hand is not cleor
in the photograph, but is reported to ﬁt&nooséﬁ The othes W =
richt hand holds a sword; thgﬁi:ft hand holds e hetchet.

The stele with the ususl beaded decoration and Jvilzs on ihe
border is weld formed and finely executed, as is also the lotus
seat; the carving of the figure and detail of ornements,
jg?ﬁrqggptg ond hair arrangements are also equally fine showing
ths characteristics of the early type. We have not been able

to identify the imege. It is comparable with the unidentified
stone imege from Nalandd, which however shows a fife hooded
serpent conopy abeve the head of the deity.l

{¢) Pénels of Multiple Firures.

D 41. Fronze stele of Bodhimattva MoMjudri with atiendonts
{P1l, LXIl ). From cell 36, Period III £3lban Vihadra, 1564.
The preservation is not setisfactory, and the piece is very

much decayed end domaged. A part of the pedestal is missing.

This large stele is divided into two distinct parts, the
larger upper portion contains the high Erabhﬁvali and the
nein figures, the small and norrow lower part consists of the
pedestal and the decorative element above it. The central
figure represents the Bodhisottve MeMjusri. sitting on 2 lotus
geat in Bhadrsena with both legs recting on a lotus foot-stool
in Furopesn foshion. His hands are sppropristely in dsrmecolkro-
mudr3, end his symbol of recognition, a long-stelked yilotnala

1. A. Chosh, Ndlenda. (1959), P1l.VIII, B.
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with 0 Proififinironits monuvceript on top is visible on hio left.
tn the prabhiveli above his head are Tepresented the five

Dhyfni Buddhos, Amitdbha in wiﬁi, centre, and the fouvr otixerjs )

in symbolical form of }c%ué:?¥3§vrg\on either cide, Ienjusri

is considered ag e spiriturl off-spring of the Dhyrni Buddhn
Aksodbhyz, but gometimes also of Amiﬁhbha.l In the present cese

the 1latter conceptionlaeems to be indicoted. Sittins in

£-litisana on separate lotus seats on both rides of M@ jusri -

are probably his two componicns, Sudhena Kurdra on the right ‘“j““f

end Yemari on the left. DBelow these figures are sn indictinét \Q;‘mw

Ny
jumble of long stelks joining the lotus seats. They rest on i
A 7

the pedestal, the centre of which is occupied by,six-haonded . ?

corpulent mrle figure with 2n vnplessont expression; he secns
to be Hoyegriva. The fine shape of the mnin prabhavali end
the elliptical Siredcakra (nimbus) of the side figures are
vorth noticinz. The plece belongs to the developed or mature
type of tke early period (C. late 8th cent. A.D.)

D 42. DBronze stele of Dhvini Duddha Aksobhya with attendonts
(P1. LXW )}, From Pericd I (layer 3), cell 36, SBlban Vihdra,
a
1964 Wellepraserved except thmi—~e.litile portion of the pedestnl ,

e, !

It is 2 one-piece stele, simple but well Pormed and resting
on an equelly simple and well-formed pedestsl, It shows an
assured, maiture style. reflected by the figures emd decorative

1. Bhatiacharyya, Iconogyanhy, p.102.
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elementise A4All superfluong andstructurslly unsound orncmentotion
have been discarded. There is some resultant loss of vitolity
ond expres:iveness of modelling of the fisuresz which ere some-
what ptereotyped #nd rigid. The arrsusenent of the fisuvres

ond the generel pettern of the ponel are similor to thoge of

the stone penele, Wos. D 2 and D 3. But there 1a also consideradle
difference. The centrel figure in this stela is net large

end dominoting oo in the stone penels where it commonds end
controls the entire composition. FKere it is Just esnothor figure
of elmost equal size, differentiested only by enclosing the
figure in an ornrmentsl outline of stela-form. This {rovably
indicates 2 goneral trend,a progressive loss of lmporienve of
{the Dhysni Buddhes and the increase in popularity of “he
Bodﬂgg;g%vas. The circular end cross marks in the crown of the

‘stele are also interesting and may represent Tontric symbols,

The figuresvaround thﬁﬂbhyéﬁi Buddha apparently represent the
As't.@xah’abéahisattva} nleight great Bodhisativas's The ponel

is well preserved snd some of the figures are recognisable

even in the photograph, All are ceated on seperate lotus thrones,
not linked by eny stalk. The arrsnsement is well balsnced end
properly spaced so that everyone is well represented without

eny overcrowding. fThe excellent modelling of the figvres and
precision of detail make it one of the finest picces in the
Moindmati collection. It belongs to the mature, developed type

“in the first group, roughly dateble to the 8tk or early 9th

century A.D.

-

. e )
"Q}, "zii v\;.m‘)/ﬁ fe"b'&—ﬁ"‘.s?l-w &U\,\f\,{( e L \/l
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(¢) Brohmonicol Imeres

D 43. Bronze imrge of Siryo (Pl. LXVY ). From cell 41,
Period IV, S3lbon Vihdrs, 1964. Broken ond demoged, e portion
above the feet of the image io missing.

Inoges of SArya, the most popular deity in pre-liuclin
Bengaly ere elso the most numerous smong the Brohmonical imeges
found in the region. Early examples 279, however, very rare;
only one image of the 7th century A.D. from Deulb3di in the
Comilla district is Icnown.1 The present imege, datoble to the
8th-9th century A.D. on stratigrephicel growunds, is therefore,
another early specimen.

The Slrys imoges of Bengal show more or less uniform
features. Ehejpsually'godgatands erect on a lotus pedestal
holding in his two hands two full blown lotuses{ his body 4s !
covered with srmour or a bresst plate and he wears an ornamental
girdlej to his right and left stand his two wives, NiksubhR
and Surer;u.2 The description agrees almoat comnletely with
the iconographic detail of our specimen. The Egvaca (harness)
type breast plate of the imsge is uwnique, and hos not been
noticed on any other specimen from Bengal? Both this breast
plate and the girdle of the image are highly ornemental. The
lotter is in the form of a belt, very wide and intricalely worked,
placed round the obdomen of the god, similar in feshion to

e ——— ———— e a4 L L

that of the Deulbﬁqi inag;e, The crown and earrings are elso

1, Bhottagali, JIconogsrephy, Pl.LIX.
24 Ihide, pp.149 f£f.

O%;J' 9:_;“4'-%):. :l'm..U.n., MMM; w %C,ﬂ.\;ﬂ it Vﬂ_s.mmam,{|
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eleborately worked, indicating a loter development not observed
in the early sculptures. The female figures in tribheéra

pose on both sides of Sirya are undoubtedly his wives, though

- $00 bodly mutilated to be identified. The two-tiered triratha
pitha (pedestalj is elso interesting. Wel have not noticed

any other exomple of this type of piths in the Moindmati sculp-
tures. Tt ie, however, comparsble with that of the Sarvvani
image from Deulbﬁ@i,l but its resemblance is closer to that

of the Siva~Lakedvara imrre of leter date from Barisﬁl.a The
stele end specially the ﬁ—gt.ped ends of the cross bars

sre comparable with those of the Deulbdddi Strya image. The
rresent specimen, though retain{ng sone of the features of the
early sculpturec, chows unmistakable characterzis;tics of a
nature, developed style. In some wzy it anticipates the pattemn
of the stone images of STryc of later days.

The Sirya images hove certain other common festures
wh{ch are missing in this example. According to the Malsya
Puﬁga, SGrye shouvld be placed on a cer with one wheel end seven
horsesi he should hove two attendants, Dapda snd Pithgala, snd

his feet should on no account be shown without boots. In our
| specimen the feet are bare. This seemz to be en extraordinary
omission, HO — W?—J»a\/ ‘ﬁ)t»{n C\i J oagwiﬂg\\}gw\,

D 44, BRronze image of four-sarmed Sarvv?gi (Pl.l.xV\ Ye
From cell 19, Peried III, 1957. In very bad state of preservation.

le Bhattesali, Iconozranhy, Pl.LXX.

2e Banerjeasy Iconography, Pl.XLVI.4; HB., Pl.LXIV.155.

Ci Mokbwan A= !-ljs"a\‘ul';aux% X, \eua | 135:#:,\0)‘5, ¥
. Vo z



221

\ ]).4 ey

Thic is the second knovm imsge of the geddess, one of \I‘*S'
the 16 forms of Durga. The first one was found at Deulbddi, -
sbout 20 miles south of lMaindmatl. The resemblance between
these images are striking, bul the differences are also con~
spicuous. The present figure has none of the crudeness end
rigidity of the earlier specimen,; end its features show the
distinctive charabteristics of the mature Meinimati style. In
heir style, dress and ornoments it is considerably different.

In these features as well ap in the detail of the stele foru,
the pliece is almost identical iwith the above Surya imege

ToesD 43; this similarity in style end form strongly indicetes
their oontemporanéity. The pedestel is plain, rectenguler,

and on it lies the vohrna, the lion, with its herd turned unpwards
looking st the goddess. She stands on 8 lotus pedestel on the
back of the lion, a5 in the Deulbddi spe€imen. But unlike that
imege, she has no attendanis. IV is difficult to identify

the o Jects in hexr hends§ the two proper hands appenr to hold
a conch-shell and trzggg% respectivelé. The ﬁlevéﬁ&,—en the
ribs of the stele show later influence as observed in the
Buddhist images: . |

D 45. Bronze imare of four-handed Gen@ a of Cenopati,
Fron cell 53, Period III, S3lben Vihars, 1964. In a very bed
state of preservetion with deep cracka. In its present condition,

‘only the broad outline of the image can be made mut, but no

details are visible. Ganeéa, the elephant-headed Ganapati, or
¢ [

lord of the Ganas, the ghost retainers of Siva, is the eldest

of the two sons of Sive and Pirvati. This Brehmenical deity

% —(CAL
J;C\f Cﬁ3“uv» wdaat

=
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was incorported, like mony others;into Tentric Buddhism with
the neone of Gepopeti, thus further complicati;g the problems
of deciding whether such icons should be classed oo Hindu or
Buddhist.

(111) Cloy end Terrscotin Sculptnre. (a2) Cloy Toblets.. .

D 46~48. Three unbolzed cloy tobleto, ovel shoped {Pl.XXIX-a)
produced from the seme mould. From the centrrl shrine area,
Period II, S51bon Vihora, 1963. Taey were found clong with

& few other unbaked cloy imoges end a very large number of unboked

clay votive stupas end seslings below the foundation of the
eruciform shrine. These are:. very much*decayed ond the details
are obliterated.

The tablets contain in bas-relief the figure of sn eight-
honded Tara or Chundd seated in veojrésona oh a lotus throne.
The objects held in her hands are not clear; e discus, noosce
or shield, sword ond a broken flecsk are very faintly discernible.
Cn siratigraphical grounds they are roughly datable to the
later part of the Tth century A.Ds The close resemblsance of
these and other similar specimehs found with them in the some
lovel with the Heoinfmeti bronzes suggests that they probably
supplied prototypes for the latter. '

(b) Terracotta pleques ‘in situ'

The collection is very large and it is imposcible to deal
with them except in summary feshion, confining ourselves mostly
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to the pleques !&d situ' in the cruciform shrine at Sdlban

Vihara.

D 49-61. 13 Terracotta plaques 'in situ' in the lestern
Projection, southern basement wall (Pl.L.XVIl ). From right

- to left;
49.

_1 VJV\‘CM-(’ 50 -

CKG{. i?sq,ww O
51.

52,

53
Narnle 4.
fugs
E{ 1 55"‘56-
57

58.
59
604

Monkey sitting in the shode of a plent; excopt for
a.

the teil, pimost humon in form. MNonkeys as,cless
received most sympathetic treatment from the artistis
of these ploques.

»‘f\am_«,vs a.
Bird, pesceek (?), with stylized wings snd tail, holding
a string of penrls in the deak.
Composite figure, Kinnori {?), with woman's face end

breasts, animoly ears and stylized wings and legn of o
bird, .

Menkey in deep ropose under a tree. The plastiocity
snd expresciveness of the modelling is noteworthy.
Humon firure in a%pated pose, holding & dbroad leaf,

- Liony the Jow is brcken. XNote the humour of the pose,

as if waiting to greet the two approsching victims,
Hild boars, naturalistic in character.
Composite being, Kifpmruoa (?) with humen heed and body,

stylized vinge and animel legse.

2
Harriorlyith sword and shield in snimated posa.
Horge (; pony ?) eating or drinking from s trough.

Hooded cobra end a comparatively small mcougoosej apparently

a Tighting scoene beitween these natural enemiesj comperable

with & similar plaque from Pé.hz'a'rpur.1

1; LE.:., Pl.LIV. 1330
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61.
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Lion, corner plaque; it has a single head dbut two
bodies showm seporately on both sides of the cormer

to suit the special srchitectural requirement. The
mane is chown with a geries of falling curls, recalling
the coiffure of Gupta sculpture. The short curling
tail and squat form of the body recall the form of
lions in both bronze znd stone from this and subsequent
centuries.

D 62-T74+ 13 plaques 'in situ' in the Western Projection,

wostern wells Aews - -~ b -~ —
62. Lion's hend, grotesque and humourous.
63. Harrior, animated pose, similar £t D. 58.
64+  Elephont, fine, noturslistic style showing fomiliarity
with the pnimnl.
65 Narrior with sword and shield; wears a breast-pleate,
: and o gggﬁiltn Bengnli fashion.
66. ¥ild boar, naturalistic,
] 67, +Egﬁgzgﬁ)with stylized, ornameantal wings and long teil
LT pr, wevy, b
'i%P 68. Denkey or ponyj not very successfully represented.
' 69a  Horse, runnihg, naturslisticj movement apd speed well-
expresged,
70 A peir of fish lying crosswise, naturalistic. This is

the normal representation of the mino- vinla, appearing
as an auspiciouns sign in Jaina 2nd Puddhist contexts
from early times, and serving in the modern sign of .
the zodiac.

Lion's head, similar to D €2 (PL.LxXXIV),

Lo f Stn Kramnied , T Arop i, LonDon, 1454 | P2 o,
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T2. Lotus within trefoll rrch of a decorative squore

structvre. This mey hrve symbolic cipnificeonce as
Buddhrs #nd Bodhisatives cre usunlly chown in the
position occupied by the full-blovm lotus, which axe
ooy £lgo be yogrrded as their symbolic reprecentoiive.

73, Yendicont (bdvl) with ektfri; 2 wnique, rverlistic
pbrtrayal of a femilior scene in the Bengel comntryside.

Tde Bird, probebly pescock, killing 2 ocncrke. The peocook
is tf@ditionally femous for killing cnnkese.

The plagues in the northern side of the Western Projection

erc not well-preserved. Only a fow including cne ‘with the

representation of a toritoise were found 'Yin situt.

D 75~86, 14 terracotta pleques 'in situ' in the southern

focade of the Eastern Projection (Pl.L-XVill.a),fFrou. “#h hight,

75 Xinnsrz, with women's head and bust, birdd wings end
1ion's hind quarters; a fine, dynomic representation,
pupeyior to comperable specimens from Paharpur.

76« - Tortoice, naturalistic.

77+ Flerine Vidvrdhars, cerrying g&rland,l only partly

preserved; wears tight trousers and high boots.
78. Antelone, naturalistic, but the body is too heavy;

head turned bockwerds in anticipetion of dangers
T Vele dercer, daneged; {the hesd is missing. Note the

fine plasticity and sensucus wmodelling of the torso,

1.

_For iconogranhic details, see Benerjea, Iconogresphy,
PPe201-3, 2524,
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Crnel, 8 curious reprecentotion choving lack of

of femilinrity with the rmime1 (Pl X&),

Ferale, in dencing postvre (?); the ponition of the
ingn end irht hend cuocosta seme gort of pestwre of
o lngeivious artvreas  Crude werkoonuhip; the circulor
carctuds end neclwloce of coine ore interouting,
fntclene rumming in terror with frce turned boclnwrdss
exprescive but erude

and: ke hes a folded
ceryf on tho herdy high bomaa, end o necklece of coina.
Ernad brlly noturolistiec hut orude. |
killine o oncho, nedurolistic (Pl. XQW ),
Ilrin~ Gendhrryr, hybrid form with otylized 1-:1:;3::,1 a
re=vesentotion (Pl.LXXX1 ),

Flrine Vidytidhora corryiny gor

Percocl:

J‘;\dm.:n;' Slone or ron with docorated body end with flying

pironmers (PLleLXXXVI ) e Co Ao A «Q\ULC.Q ' wewi b7
Lion with dovdle bodies, corner pleque, similar to

To.D 61 (Pl Lxxxi),

7 torrncotin nirgnec Yin nitu® in the eactom

“well of the Enotorn Projsctiont (va\ QL ¥ M \/\\Qt ( wv\,u
VLR
£9. Hild bory,y a mo‘s*b-' 0 mlcr enimnl motif; noturclistic.
00,  Doneer, face damageds wears tighi otriped trousers
ond belt.
91, I'nwrdor, with long, atreight gword; dolicete ond

creoceful cawing}civ ing the figzure en evlmost feninine

GLDEATINCE .

le

Bonerjony Iconooranhwy ppe20lwd, 8524 o



92.

93.
9.

227

Cobrn end mongoose fighting, domnged; similar to

losD 60, but somevhst crmder.

lonkey wolking on ell fours, naturclictic.

Fomole (%) doncer, weorinz double necklnce of coins
and bigh boots, a2 soarf henme gracefully over the .
cshonlders.

Coclzy naturslistic.

D 96-106. 11 terrocotts plocngs Vin citu' in the northern

focode of the Eangtern Projection (Fl.LXVill-b). Frow bt & rghty

96.
97

98

9%

100,

101,

102,

103.

104.
105.

Hild bear, naturalistic. '
Flephont, en o0ld male in noturalistic siyle with f
ornomental sirappings. .

. Humped_bull, with ornemenial strappings; & spirited

enimal in vigorous movement; maturalistioc (Pl. Xc ).
k5 jzhomea, (ét;;j in nsturslistic style, but the tail
and wiﬁgs aere siylized. ’

A pair of wrestlers or fighters; slightly demsged.

intelope, rumming with face turned backward in apprehension
e ——— -+

of denger; a fine representation of thq sanimal in

this gefies (Pl.LXXXVi), : :
Foline holdinr some object in its Beld fore pawsj hesd j
demaged., Probably some fable is indicated 7

Hiha-!hgala, sane as Ho.D 703 fine naturalistic representa=’

- (Ple XCVIIl)s

tion (Pl, XeIX ).
1711d boer; maturalistic (Pl. Xcil ), ‘
Peacock, with stylized and ornemental tail and winge
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106, A poir of birds, pigeons or doves, pecking a fruit

or on object which moy represcont e tortoisej heod
nmissing-—on ellusion to the otory from the Hitopodaén)
of a peir of geese carrying the tortoise while flying
avay from & dry loke ?

o plaques were found 'in situ' in the Southern Projection
of the shrine. The froni or the Nortliern Projection is likely
to provide more, bult this portion is at vresent hidden benerth
later remains. 4 large nunber ol loose plegues were alco recovered
fron &ifferont nrrta of the excevations, mostly from Pericd IV
end V at 88lben Viklira., [There were no plaques 'in situ' at
rny other site, though follen plaques were recovered from Kntila
Hurd; thoy belong to the seme period as the Salban Vihara coilection.

{¢) LoBse plagques from S3lban VikAra and Kutdild Murds (i) humen
ond semi=divine beings:

D 107. UVerrior with sword and shield, perhaps the finest

e plece in this group shewing the pest tradition of this

v srt (Pl. LXIX ). The graceful litile figure in rne
imated ixibkahoz pose, however, has the charm of e
femele dencer end not the ruggodnase of a worrior}
comparadble Lo Fo.D Sl. ‘j AAAD —5531;

D 1084 Yerror, similar; the inciﬁcdldeéoraf on of the dress
reserbles thet of pottery (PL.LXX ), ’T 3»&-[ ,Ca?ﬂ

D.109. Horricr, similar, but somewhat hesvy and less supple
(r1. L X X1 )e

D 110. Beardecd archer with bow, in the pese of shooting on

arroewi strong, rugced features; somewhat coarse(?l.L'XKﬂI)

Qa,tt.f‘(:{n?

p

—~—x=
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D 111, Beerded male. in gimilar pose, holdinz a heavy ocbject

with stamped designs on the inner side. The tight

trousers also have the same design, sharply incised,
"es on local pottery {Pl. LXXIV ),
D 112, Merrior with sword end shield, profusely decorated

with Jjowe
tunic ond

llery; wears a decorated hat, short trousers,
hizh boots; crude workmanship (P1l.LXXtl ),

D 113, Female dencer, gracrful, lithe and cherming (Pl, LXXV )3

conparabl
D 114- F?male,

T
e to Nos.D 79, 107-108. Aoels
a Jra
face demoged, sitting in behize pose (PleLXXY1);

from the Votive Shrine area; a scarf flicr gracefully

from her shoulders. The style i~ szimilar but more
moture than that of Fo.D 113.

D 115, Fyvin~ Vi

dvadhera with garlend; style similar as in

Nes.D 107

and 108 (P1l. LXXVIl),

D 116, ¥iyine Apsoras, wearing ornaments, & séor{ ( henging

frcm the
a decorat

choulders snd showing flying movamenﬁ) end
ed tight-fitting garment (PLl.LXXVH ),
Untovo-Xonv?d)s From the Votive Shrine, Silban

D 117, Mermaid (
Vihora, 1

(PL.LXXIX ),

967 The hands and the tail are broken

\

T™ig is the finezt specimen in the terracottz series of

MainFmeti, showing & surprisingly high degree of snd technical

£kill in an slmost

academic fradition, perticnlsarly in the

treatment of the eyes, bair, end the facial outline, so often

conspicuously abaent in other specimens. UHe now from stratie-

graphy that the pls
(8%h century A.D.).

que belongs to the pericd of the Early Deves
Itz appareat superiority probably suggests
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that it was either the work of the court articts, the melect

fow engeged in hieratic art in bronze and stone, or more

proﬁably that the deficiency in skill of +he villaoge artist
was finally overcomo.

D 118. Kinnera, typical specimen which agroes with the
iceonographic detail of this class of deingos human
head and bust, birds wiang sad enimal's hind=quarters
(P1, LXXX ).1 '

(2) fnimslp, Birds zrd Fish

D 119. Lion with flowing moene and ralsed pew; appesrs to have
been cepied from metol protoiypes (PleLXXXH ).
D 120. Pzir of horgoo, capariscned; domaged (PLleLXXXvi),
D 121. Duffaloe, scretching eer with hind leg; neturalistic(ﬂ.xc‘)
D 122, Snobtied deor, the boat renresenistion of the animal
(Plo XXXV ), - ’
D 123, Decor, fabvlouws, with scarf-like stylized wings.

D 124. Elevnhent, with large eyes, giving o hvmourous touch
{PL.LXXXIX),

D 125. Jonr, the most popular smong the snimel representations,

s rlso the oot natnrelictic. |

D 126. BRojencmea, {m with etylized #xnd ornamental wings
and d2il, in spirited poce with gracefully arched neok,
pecking a lotus (21. Xevi ).

D 127. ETichomoz, siailer, holding & snoke or a string of
’pearls.in its beok (Fle.XaVi ),

D 128, <Crowned percun, woaring jewellery, breast pleote or

short tunic; holding a cow(?); behind, a stylized tree
witk foliage arrenged in 'trigzlypht or tiri-retnoat
fashion} very much decayed and broken.

1, 3Benerjea, Iconosronhy, PPe35le3.
H
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D 129. Trirlvph, fragmentary plagque deplcting a typicsal
‘trislyph’ symbol as found ¢n the Haindmoti and Arakon
coins.
D 130. ‘Dhearmocekrat, frogmentary plague containing a typical
*Dharmacokeat symbol in high relief es found on the
Eorly-Deva end Chandra copper-platesi only partly

preserved ,including the central hub,

Thic group of three fragmentary plaques (D 128-130) deicting
a royal personality and the emblems and symbols of the Early
Devas étrongly gupporis OE? contention that the Haindmati plaques
were made and uced duringAEarly Deva Period (C. 8th century A.D.).

D 121, Mekorro-wssbs, a fine represegﬁiii?n pwith large
expressive eyes, long curved seent, long tongue end
stylized hind parts; one fin-shaped leg is also visidble.
The mpeoimen chows considerable skill and fine work-~
monship (Pl. © )e '

(@) Decorative and Architectural Terrncottas

D 132. Lotws, full-blown, natural form (Pl. Cil.a)e

D 133. Lotus, decorative, with differont sizes of petals to
fit into the square ploque.

D 134« Lotus, full-blowm, with short stelk and drooping petols
revealing the seed pod, realistically depioted, but A
the two leaves on either side of the stelk are stylized e
a fine combinstion of both th& styles. The plece
recells the siyle of lotus thromes of {the bronze images
of the same period.
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D 135. Lotus, full-blown, highly stylized ond ornrmental;
the flower appeors to be a blue or night lotus
(nfiotnole) with long thin petals (Pl. ¢V )

D 136. Decorontive plegue with a pleasing combinetion of

lotus.or sun nmotifs within semiciroles on the sides
separated by a centrel strip of grid or chein pattemn
(1. cnb ),
D 137. PFrogomentory pleque, similer patiern (Pl, Cil. <),
D 138-140. Carved bricks,vith floral and geometric patterns.

E. POTTIERY

The pottery represents, &s usual, the lergest cless of
entiquities recovered from the excovations, mostly from Sa&lben
Vih#ra. Its frequency is greater in the early levels and
shorply declines in the last two periods. It occurs profusely
in Period III and alsc in consideridble quantities in Period IV
in the monastery cells, usually in association with ashes,
charcoal and fireplaces. This vast mrterial, the first from
regular excavations in South~-East Bengal, has not yot been snd
indeed may never be,properly studied; the investigations are
13 years old now end the recovery of a small number of complete
vescels mokes the tesk of a detailed enguiry less attrective
ond less likely. This is unfcrtunate,because a proper typo-
logical study and closcification could provide a dependonble
basis for further investigations in the field. Archaeologically,
such a study is impossible from this distance. Ue cen, however,
talke o brief notice of some of the compleie pots from our
netes snd photogranhe,
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The MeinZnati were is cheracterized by a whitish to
pale red colour, medium thick texture, soft, brittle and often
underfired febric which easily decays end disintegrates. The
nejority of the pots end sherds show troaces of red or derk
red slip, Lhis pottery shows @ typicel combination of wheel
throwing, berting and turnteble techniques of menufacture, snd
calls for little gpocial comment in this recpect. Of interst
however isc the general,custoﬁ of decorating the lower part of
the vessel with an impressed pattern. This is achieved by
applying & wooden peddle with the required pettern incised upon
it, the beating being affected apgeingt a bottery dsbber, of
which meny were recovered from the excevetions. The pattern
wag probably more thon purely decorstive, end in the modern
villages of Eost Bengel it is employed to provide a ground to
" anchor an eddit;onal layer of clay tc protect the pot in the
fire.

The mnin types of Nainameti pottery consist of a medium
sized shallow cooking pot (t88i), & number of which were found
tin situ', sometimes complete with a type of large cover
distinguished by a prominent ring kaob (P1l, eVI- 4), a 1€E§3¢
globular jor (mwtka). very frequently found 'in situ’ end, Soens
to hove been used for storing purposes; spouted vessels of
smaller sizes and wrter pitchers, usualiy lerge, also found
'in situ' and fixed ¢n the floor, sometimes complete with a
rounded brick lid. ‘he cooking pot has a short neck, wide,
open mouth with outturaned rim sharply rounded shallow body and
almost flat, slightly curved bose. The base ig invaricbly
decorated with a variety of incised or impressed designst grid,
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herrins-bone and criss—cross patterns. A slight carination

is noticed at the shoulder of scme of the epecimens. The

some type without eny decoration on the bese end colled *#ohi!
is st1ill in usoe in the region. The type has & number of interest-—
ing varlents, probably indicative of chroneclosical development}
the basic form remains the seme, but the chonges are merked

by the development of the neck, often with additionel features
such as a small ridge on the shoulder and carinstion on the
body. Some of these variants are distinguished by & finer end
thicker fabric and superior decoration: in a2ddition to dw usual
patterns on the base, they have articiic designs such as lotus
petal rosette, sun, crescent and a few geometrl patterns, either
carved in low relief or stamped on the shoulder, ususlly in
sscociation with greoves or incised bands. Thece were evidently
not used for cooking purposes,

Another type of cooking pot with deep round body, developed
peck ond thickened rim resembling » modern type (*patildl,rice
pot) occurs less frequently in the early periode but becomes
comnon, specially in grey ware, in the upper levels. It appears
%0 have beeﬁ the protoiype for a8 class of copper vessels.

(P2, cvu ), ' -

Tae moes predominant type is the storage Jor, large but
varying in size. 4 large nunmber of them were found at S8lben
Vildra in complete or semi-complete condition, either fixed én
the’paved floor or half sunik in the clay floors of the cellce.
It has & deep glodbular body, slightly wider at {the shoulder,
with narrow mouth and rounded base. The rim is well~defined
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and heavy, either rounded or thickened, end the body of the

jar is also proportionately thicker. Some of them are plain,

but most others have the usual decoration, impresced patierns

at the bose in combination with horizontal grooves end bends

coin the upper bodye.e In rore cases painted dbends also may be ;
observed, and in one case there is a prominent indented cerinae
tion on the body (Pl. CW-b), A distinct trough like variety

with rimless vide mouth is also noticed(Pl. C\V.a ),

Another common {ype is represented by spouted vescels,
veses, lotss end water jers of varying shapes and sizea. A
double spéuted pot, with one spout brokea #nd missing, closely
resembles a type found in PahZrpur. The other forms of Neindmati
pottery include water pitchers with longy developed nccks snd
grooved and thickened rims, almosit identical with the modern
type, vases end sm2ll jars; dishes, bowls, lids sprinklers with
slendé%. lons, ornemental necks end oil lamps with small saucer-
cshaped bodiex but without lips. These lamps were found in
large numbers, often heaped on the floor or siored inside Jors
in the cells, either separately or fitted with long ornomental
ptendsy while separate stands were also fonnd.

With the decrease in number of the pinkish pottery in
the upper levels, there is a marked deterioration in form,
fabric and decoration, particularly in the lsst phose when it
was largely replaced by a grey potiery with distinct featuresy
Tis new ware is almost without any decoration except grooves
and ridges. It has a fine-texiured, well-fired, fabric,
somewhat thicker theon the red ware, and the forms are characterized
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by a deep and yround body, end b emooth and pbiiehed surface.

It bhos well-defined and developed features such as rims, necks
end hases; it is definitely more ué?itarian then ertistic in
formg style and purpose. Tae forms include globular cooking
pota, w%ter pitchers, cups and bowls with deep bodies, spouted
pois, vases and jugs with thin long, ormemental necks resembling
modern surchis (water flesks),*and miniature pots of different
shapes.

The Mainfmoti pottery, like that of Palarpur, is of
erdinary household type and no doubt reflects the unostentations
nonostic life. It is less rich end veried in form and style
then what is generally expeéied to be found in a settlemont
site. Yost of the specimens recorded below were found 'in situ!
in the cells at S3lben Vihéra, some in large concentrations
and in a mamnner vhich suggests that those cells were used as
store room for pottery. A number of bronze and copper vecsels
wore recovered which resemble some of the forms of the pinkish
end grey pottery, thus indicating that they were copied from
pottery prototypes. S -

Catalorve. (4) Red-Yere.

¢

E 1. Shallow coockins wot, complete with large ring-
knobbed 1id. From c¢ell 1, Period III, Salban Vihara, 1955.

It has a short neck, wide open mouth with dbroed, outturned rim,
sharply rounded body and slightly curved bmse decorated with

impressed grid pattera. There is a slizht carination on the body.
(Pl. evi.d.) |
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E 2. Shollow cookinz pot, similar, conteining a large

nuzber of earthen ware oil lamps. Fronm cell 6, Period III,
Salban Vilara, 1955.

| ' B 8. Shollow cookin~ pot, complete with 1id, similar
to No.E 1. From cell 16. Period IV, Salben 'Vihﬁra. 1957.

E 4=5. Two shellow cookins pots, similar, found 'in situ!
plroed upoide down one upon the other. From cell 96, Pericd I;:,SI)
S31lban Vihara 1967. Except usual decoration on the bace and
a band of two relief lines on the shoulder, plain(Pis. XVI,GV-a.)

E 6~9, Shallow cooking pots, verient I similar but with
a slight ridge or cordon at the shoulder, thicker fabric end
slightly deeper body. From cells 91, 89 (iwo) and 97 respectively,
the firet three from Périod IV and the last, Period V, Salban
Yihata, 1367.

E 10-11, Shellow pots, varient II, with similar bedy
but pronounced, long straight neck and carinstion on the body;
uounl decoration on the basei the secoFd has a broad dborder of
herring-bone design. From cells 85 snd 93, Pericds IV and V
rospectively, Salben Vihara, 1967.

E 12, . Shollow potg, variznt III, similar but with degper
end snsular body, norrower mouth and with additional decoration

of lotus peital design in low relief on the shoulder. From
cell 97, Period V, S3lban VihZira, 1967. (
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E 13. Shallow vot, similer to E 1-5, but with an interest-
ing feature at the base. From Period III. of the monestery,
S&lben VikZra, 1964. The cenire of the base hos fiVE perforations
within a cylindrical ringz. Its purpose is not known, but in
analozy to modern unege, it may have been used for cookinzg by

stean.

E 14. Storage jsvy, large, with round, glodbular dbody
developéd meck end slightly everted thick rim; plain (P. CuLb),
From cell 90, Period III, S$ilban Vih%ira, 1967. BExcellently
procerved. . * '

B, 15. Storaze jar, shape and size similar dut with
slightly wider shoulder, rounded end grooved rim, and with
inpressed decoration on the belly end grooved banda on the
phoulder (Pl. Cll.a ), These two patterns must reflect the
patterns on the wooden peddles used during the beating of tﬁo
pot. JFrom cell 36y Poriod IV, S&lban VihSra, 1964+ Preservation

K2

excollent.

E 16, Siorage jory, similar shape and size with prominent
carination of indented rope pattern on the body end incised
bonds on the shoulder (Pl, civ.b)e From cell 93, Period V,
Salban Vihsra, 1967, XNeck broken and miseing.

B. 17 Storage jsr, rimless, open-mouthed, with wider
shoulder and impressed grid pattern all over the body; the
shape is trough iike (Pl. CW.4), From cell 84, Period III,
S¥lban Vihdra, 1967. In excellent condition. ‘
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E 18. Hater pitchor, medium sized, wiih developed, long
neck and outturned rim.l From S&lben Vihdra, 1957 Domaged
but rectoreds It is plein with only incised bonds on the necke

E. 19, Xoters pitcher (or jar ?), large, iwith similer
neck and rim, but slightly wider ond sngular at the shoulder
vhich hos a peinted bande From cell 92, Period IV, Balban Vihara,
1967. Lower part broken and missing.

a@SE 20~21. ¥acks of wnter nitchersz, large, with similar
necks rima as No.E 18; decorated with incised bands on the
gshoulder. From cell 75, Period V and cell 83, Period III,
Salban Viharay 1967.

E 22. Spouted pot, with round body, engular at the
chouldery end with neck end rium similer to Fo.E 21. The spout
is short and roundisk, attached to the shoulder which has a
painted band., From cell 53, Period IV, Salban Vihdra, 1964.
Lower parit missing.

E 23. Snonted loth (vese), glodular, with similar neck
Yut plein thickened rim; similar spout on shoulders From cell
56, Period IV, S&lben Vihara, 1964. Well preserved.

E 24-~26. Vases with slightly curved flat baze and long
straight neck, showing interesting stoges of development of _
formse From cell 33, Poricd IIX, and cells 94 and 90, Period V,

S8lban Vibhara. !

1, Third Phose (Msinfmati) s Fig. on p.18,
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B 27. Ornemental vase; witkh narrow flat bsse, fluted
bedy end long, narrow necky, From monastery courtyard, Period
III, Salban Vihdra 1967. Upper pert of neck miosinz.

B 28. LotZ.{eblution pot), sma2ll, roundish with prominent
ring base and déveIOped high neck with rounded rims shallow
fluted bends on the body. From cell 86, Period IV, Sdlben
Vihznira, 1967. Ixcellently preserved(Pl. CVi.c ).

E 29. Cookinz pot (ritil? for rice ,?), squat, globular,

with elightly angular shoulder, narrow mouth end rounded rim;
tho base has the usual grid pattern. From cell 55, Period III,
Salban Vihara, 1964.

E 30. Globular pot, similar as above, with grid pattemm
on the basej rinm broken.l From Salban Vihdira, 1957,

E 31. Smell pot, with angular body, sharply pointed dbese,
' well-developed, long neok snd rounded rime From cell 90,
Poriod IIY, Salben VihFra, 1967. In good condition(Pl. avi-b ).

E 32. Small woter jor (surhi), with rounded body,
narrow flat bace and long, thin, ornsmental necks From central
shrine area, Silban Vihdra, 1967. Thoe form resembles the
tyrical gurthig of modern doys.

E 33+ Drinkin~ s¢blet, small, with wide, anguler body,
nerrow ring-bsse, long, narrow neck and sliphtly flaring mouth
with prounded rim;2 decorated with incised horizontal lines all

1, Eeinomati, 1963, illustrated on p.36, bottom row. The
snaller pot wes found with rounded brick 1lid.

2e¢ Third Phase (Maincmati)}, pelTe
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pver the body. ¥rom Salban Vihéra, 1957. In pgocd condition.
The shape ic elmoet identical with a modern type found in the
locality., '

E 34, Drinkine tunbler, rigless, with straight body
end flat base. From cell T4, Period IV, Saldan Vihara, 1965.
Slightly dbroken.

E 35, Shallow dish with wide, expanded rim} almost
identical with a modern form (Sanki) found in the country side.
From cell 18, Period IV, Salban Vihara, 1957.

E 36-3T7. Sprinkleic; both similar and having elegant
©lliptical bodiers with ring bases and ornamentsl long, narrow
- necks. The neck bhas a wide external ledge below the rimless,
pointed mouth; decorated with'inniaadqbands. From cells 53
and 94 respectively, Period IV, Salben Vihara, 1964 and 1967.

E 3840, Earthenware oil lomps, paucer type., One is
rlain, rimlessy and rare; the middle example with lips is slso

very raorej the other represents the ususl type without lip.
411 frem Pericd III, cells 36, 31 end 51, Sdlban Vihdra, 1964.

E 41-43. 0il lamps with ornomental stends (Pl. < V-b),
The décorption of one of the stends is interssting; it has an
fmaloka-¢ild type ornamental top. One of the lsmps aluo has
e shor% hondle fashioned like a birds kesd. Two from the
monastery courtyard, Period III, end the third one on the right
is from cell 50, Period IV, Salben VihZAra,
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(11) Grey-ilare

E 44. Grey jar, wmedium~sized, with elliptical dbody, flat
base end rimleso mouth; decorated with fluted dbande on the
shoulder. From the upper level, Ealban Vihdra, 1957.

E 45. Spouted grey vesusel with broken neck. Théf?;aioates
that it was & characteristic sprinkler. The spout i1s prominent
with a broad ledge yound the mouth. From cell 554 Period IV,
Sslban Vihara 1964. Broken but restored.

E 46. Grey spouted pot with globular body, flat bese
and ornemental shoulder, neck and rimj the spout is missing.
From the courtyerd, Pericd IV, S3lban VibAra, 1967. The superior
fabric snd workmanchip of the plece are apparent even from

the photograph. The shape is peculiar; a prominent cordon at
the joint of the shoulder and body makes the bell-ahaped upper

o~ -

ornamental part a geparate unit. 7 -

v ¢
€

This vessel is one of a somewhst perplexing clesc, found
in the Ganzes valley and Eastern Indir, and shoaring features
with both the sprinklers on the one head, and the huqqd on
the other. There seems good reason o believe that they had
some function akin to the hugga, although they long entedate
the arrival of tobacco..

E 47. Spouted grey lots (ablution pot), small neck ond
rin missing; sbepe similor to No.E 23. From S5lban Vihdrs, 1957.
The body is decorated with slightly fluted bands.
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E 48, Croy Vone, with fluted body end long, narrow neck,
almost identical in shope with No.E 27. From Salban Vihara,
1957. The neck and rim ere missing.

E 49. grey woter jor (surahi) smell, shope almost identi-
cal with that of No.E 32, but the brse is round. From Sslban

Vihdra, 1957. (Bontigpe3q)

E 50. Crey pot, <iny, with pointed base, identical in
shaope with No.E 31. In good condition.

E 51. Pedestonl-footed srey vese, larze, with vertically
fluted body, wide open mouth and broed, expanded rimj the foot
of the pedestal widens into a large ring base, ond there are
incimed bands on the rim. From cell 3, S&lban Vihsra, 1956,

E 52, QGrey bowl, with deep body, rimless. From Salban
Vihara, 1957. Broken, but restored.

F. Miscellaneous Objects

Besides the different classes of materlal listed, the
excavations ylelded a number of other objects which are equally
interesting and important in our study and deserve et leamst

? a mention. We shall wew briefly notice a selection of them.
\Eﬁig‘material includes both objeZts d'art and erticles of every-
day use in metal, stone, torigpotta§ bone snd shell, renging
from relic ceskets and £old -nd silver ornaments to grinding
stones and gaming discss The majority of the objeots however



244

are of an ordineryc chrracter, in keeping with the noture of
the site. They supply valusble information sbout the life

and achievements of the monks and slso nf the leity who visited
them, and thusEp@azi#améjcorroborat&ag—af)the evidence of the
ingcriptions, coins end sculpture.

Catalorne. (1) Metal objects:

P l. Bronce rélic crokets From cell 115, Period V,
S¢1lban Vihdra, 1955. It wes found inoide & niche sssociated
with the late phese, but on stylistic grounds <there is hrrdly
any doubt that the casket sewnes from #n early period, probadly
Period III.

The cacket, 5f1/hiinchen high, 16 in the shope o en
elliptical vace, elegont sni well proporticned, with a ring
base and long narrow necke. It was originally fitted with a
bronze stopper, the decayed remains of which could not be restored.
The casket itself is in excellent condition. The rim is
serrated, end there is a ridge at the shoulder, below which
are three rings for suspension.

P 2-3. Bress cooking pots (Pl. ¢Vil ), From cell 63,
Period III, SAalban VihBra, 1964, The lerger podt has & boge
and rim similar %o thése of shallow cooking pots (E 4-5), but
the neck is narrow axnd the body is deeper., The smaller pot

is vaso-ghaped with longer neck and prominent shoulder.

' Fe 4. Spouted bress pot, With deep, almost cylindrical
body (Fl. Evin )« It has a flat bsse, long, narrow neck and
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flared mouth; the rim is plain snd thin, dut it hss a prominent
external ledge. The hook-shaped spout is comparatively amall,

and there are fluted bonds on the neck. From cell 36, Period III,
S&lban Vihara, 1964, In good condition. It waéi;?%h another
brass pot, .,

P 5. Bress leodle, large, with deep body and long handle,mea
partly missing. From cell 49, Period IV, 8d&lban Vihara, 1964.

P 6-10, PFive copper bowls, similar in shape to No.E 52,
with slightly thickened rim. Found together on a floor of
cell 46, Period III, Salban Vihadra, 1964.

P 11-16. Six brass dishes (th3lis), found together in a
corner. From cell 90, Period IV, Salban Vihira, 1967.

[
P 17. Brass poty equat, globular, medium siged. Found
together with four copper-plates (Nbs.A 8=11) in the passsge of
the cella at Charpatra ¥ura in 1956. The shape resembles the
earthenware globular (rice) pots. Neck end rim damaged. It
was recorded as & relic casket without any reason being stated.

F 18-19. Bronze replicas of votive stipes, small, identi-
cal in shape and size with the clay votive stupas. From cells
20 and 46 respectively, Period III, Salban Vihira, 1963 and
1964, UWell-preserved{Pl. CVI-a),

F 20-22, Three bronze leaves of the Adoka or Bodhi treej
one partly damaged. From cells 59 end 82, Period 11X, S8dlben
Vihara, 1964 and 1965 respectively.
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P 23-29, GSeven bronze belle, tinys one from cell 67 snd
a group of six from cell 90, Period IIX, Sélban Vikera, 1965
and 1967 respectively.

F 30. .Iron neils, with lorge circuler herd, often missing,
snd round or squere-shoped bedy. There are too mony to be
recorded individunlly. They were recovered in grepter nunmber
from the upper levels, mostly near the doorweys, and e few
were found 'in situ' fixed on the decayed remrins of wooden
doore.

F 31. Iron cutter (d50), curved long knife reprecenting

the,_ubiquitous working tool end weapon of Bengsl (Pl. <X ).
Tfels still in use and there has not been eny chonge in its
shape utility or populerity. The fllustrated plece came from
cell 97, Period V, S3lban Vih®ra, 1967.

F 32, Iron ififfe complete with hondle. From cell 76,
Period III, S&lban Vihdra, 1967. It isiiepreeentative of the
general type found in different levels of the excavations.

F 33~34. Two iron exes. From cells 66 and 92,'Period 111,
Salban Viharas Corrcded but well preserved.

F 35. Iron chidel. From cell 78, Period III, Salban
Yihara, 1965. In good condition.

(11) Ornoments .

F 36. Six rold ecrrinrs, found with the ccine of Hoard I.
From cell 13, Period III, Salban Vihara, 1956 ( PP. XXTX » b)),
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a

Mg,
F 37« Ten goldrings, plain, found together, R of then
: feniod .
being put on a larger ring. From cell 91,( Selben Vibdra, 1967.

F 38=39. MTwo rold fincor rinve. From cells 6 snd 92,
Periocd IV, Salhsn Vihara. No details availabdle,

F 40. 3Bronze fin—er ring, plain. From cell 70, Period
IV, S8lban Vihara, 1965,

P 41. Bronze earring, plain. From cell 90, Period V,
Salben Vihdre, 1967.

i P42, Bronze pendant. From cell 84, Period III, SAlban
Vihara, 1967.

]
F 43. GCold banrles, two plecest one plain, snd the other
decorated with a relief roll pattern, from ocell 29, Period III,
Salban Vihara, 1963.

P 44~45. 'Two bronze bancles, one decorated with a beaded
line in the centre. From cells 37 and 46, Period III, Salban
Vihara, 1964, ' o

F 46. Semi-precious stone beads, t00 many to be individuslly
recorded.

F 47« Terrrcotir beads, of different shapes and sizes}
they were recovered from all levels of the excasvations in

considerable numbexr.
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(ii:\l)‘ Other Objectss

Lo op

F 48.‘\Grindin~ ctones and peotles. of o coprsoA‘tpne oo

yvt unspepifieg, the gpinﬁing etones PP, pyun}ly;pgctpngulnr.

,ond the \Peotles pre, eithor rpun@ oy, pappre {n, gection,, Thece

- H'p.jec'ps vere found in Clere p number, inveripbly, pasociatod with
household pottery end utensils.

“\ [

" F49. Brick 11ds ond covers, out, rubbed or rownded inte
suitable sheapess: roundy oval or boat-shapedj they seem to have
been & popular substitute for pottery lids.

"F 50, Terrncotta dabber, found inside sn iron vase in
cell 56, Period IIX S8lbon Vih3ras The neck im decorated with
- bonds of incised dots. The example is representative of the
usualatype‘recoveyed from Sglban VihAra and Ku}ila Kurde

F 51, Crucible, damoged. From cell 80, Period III,
Salban Vihara, 1965

F 52. Terracotta model of a conch shell. From cell I,
Period III, Salben VihGra, 1955.

P53, A piece of rless, fragmentery. From cell 93,
Period V, S3lban Vihara, 1967. This is the only plece found 4in
the excavations end appeors to have been dbrought from outside,
prodvably by ts-; Arab traders.

F 54. Picces of fossil wood, some worked (there are a
fow Imives of this material). _Fossil wood is found all over the

Mainﬁmqti areas
1

F 55, Rice, decayed snd charred. From cell 96, Period V,
Salban Vihdra, 1967. _

- - - N .
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CHAPTER ¥V

STUDIES IN THE HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY OP SOUTH~EAST BENGAL

In the previcus chepters we have given some iden of the
wealth of the recently discovered material from South~Enst
Bengel, end the poseibility of ite moking a useful contribution
to the study of the history and chronology of this region. Of
special interest in this respect are the epigrephical records
and coins which we have de~lt with in the appendices. Most of
them are &8 yet incompletely deciphered and unpublished, but
they have slready yilelded enough information to meke possible
8 new reconstruction. Their most sigmificont contribution seems
to b¢ in the earlier periods, during the rule of the Khrdges,
Rétas and perticularly Barly Deves of whom we had hitherto no
information at all, It goes without saying that e satisfactory
discussion of these pericds must swait full decipherment of

1 tthe records. With the recent publication of the Chandra and

'PZla records we eare in & better position to discusa these two
 periods. .¥n this chapter 'we intend to desl with only certain

speoific problems of the history snd chronoloegy of South-Esst
Bengal. An owtdies hjétorical fesan=rorl: of the region is
given with the list of inscriptions in Appendix A,

1
P

A. History end chronology ofl the Chendras

]

\ The significance ¢f the recent dincoveries of Chendre epigraphs
in Maindmati, Daceh ond ‘Sylhet cainot be bver emphasised. Before
these discoveries, our kmpwledge pbout this dynesty end its gemeslogy

g{,(’ A;,J}:‘.QT.\B :'..‘-5( A‘.J l"-,r.. 3“—} ‘__ ?,)é' ; ’\,'.IQ‘Q) Pp.

|
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was both incomplete snd uncertein, end mothing définite wae
known about their position of their relations with their neigh-
bours. The information supplied by the earlier discovered
epigraphs has now deen adecguately supplemented by thece new
records. They give us an apparently complete genealogy of
- the 3iynzsty, valuable informetion sbout the character and attaiﬁenta
of individual kinge, and a detailed sccount of their militery
exploits snd other activities. They also provide incidental
information about the social, poiitical end religious conditions
of their kingdom with s richness of detall not hitherto aveilable.
In many respects 4these records are comparable wiith those of
the P3las, their counterparts in North Bengal, and the history
of South-BEast Bengel during this period is ooming to be equally
wvell-documented. >

The generalitioz of the records may be summed up as follows.,
A1l the Chandra plates bear an identical sesal at the top described
in the inscriptions as Dharmacakra-mudrz and represented by
the wheel of the Law ilanked by two peated deer. All of thenm
were issued from Sri Vikramapura siyled éfimajgjayaskandhbﬁhra
(Comp of Vietory), identified with the locality of the same
-name in the Dacca districts This was evidently the Chendra
icapital from the time of Srichandra to Govindachendra. But
ffrom the referense to the family es "RohitBziribhuiim-vehdat®
'i% is generally inferred that during an esrlier phace, presumably
befors Trailokya-chendrals time, Rohitdgiri wos their capital.
The identity of this place is at present uncertain, nor do we
have any definite knowledze about the origin of the dynasty.

1. IB.o DP.4d,y 6,
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Two peculiarities of the records should be noted. The
geneslogy end eulogy portionsof the insoriptions in verse give
the details of the listed kings dbut not their titles. In the
shorter prose portion at the end, only two rulers are mentioneds
the reigning kingswho is given the full imperiel titles of
Parameévara. Paramabhﬁtﬁ?rnka and Nehara jndhiraja, and his
iunediate predecessor wﬁo is given only the title of Moharsjsdhirdja.
The image inscriptions refer to the reigning king but do not
give suny title atall. As regards the other reculiarity, we
quote from Dani‘ "In the inocrintions of Srichandra the ancestry
is treced from Plrnachandra, in thet (Dicch plate) of his son
Xalyspechandra, it is treced from Suvarnachendra, end in those
of Legahechondra it is done fro@‘Trailokyaohandra. and finrlly
in that of Govindachsndra we get‘only from Srichandras This
practice suggests that the earlier history of the Chandras may
be obtained, if we could recover the records of Trailokyachsndra
and of his predecessors",

.
¢
!

'

The Chandra insoriptions are dated only {n regnal yerrsj
this does not help mﬂch in placing them precisely. Fortunotely,
we hove sowe help frou other sources. The date end chronology
of the Chendras sare bised priﬁarily on a few precisely datsble
historical synchrenisms, and eecondarily on the €onsideration
of palaeograpay of.their inscription..} A comparative study of
the palzeography was made by R.D. Banerji who dated this periocd
from the beginning of ,the 16th to the middle of the 1lth e¢enturies

R
4. D¢ This dating is snpported by the synchrogisms and other
.j'\ -\‘A ‘ e V

1, Poka Archog NQ‘B' p-27q R ‘ o ‘.{ .
“ : . ,'.i'

¥
B
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corroborative evidence ..

All the Chandra 1nncriptional were found in South-Enst

Bengal and the lends gronted by these charters were, likewise,
situated in th'region; the location of these plots of lend

in Vikramapura and other partis of Vahga, in Sematata end
érihagya mendala provides corroboration to the evidence regarding
thae extent of the Chandra kingdom.

The complete genealogy of the Chandra kings together

with their consorts snd length of individunal reigns 4in the order
of succession as recorded in the epigraphs, is given belowt

l« Parna—chandra — —
2. Suvarns-chandra — —
3e Trailckya~chendra = Sri-Kbnchana (Rﬁmpal
plate) or Sri—kénchikl —
(Sylket plate)
/] -

4e Sri-chandra - éri-Vnrnna (Paccn 46 years
plate) (Madnapur plate)

5e Kaly3pa~chandra = Kaly?ne—devi 24 yeors

. (Mairrmati plates, (Daccs plate)

Nos.36, 3T)

6¢ Ladaha-chandra e Seubhigya=devi 18 yeors
(Moinomati plate, (Bhérelln Image—
No.39) ingeription)

T+ Govinda—-chandra — 23 yeers
(Paikpads Imnge-
inscription)

l. 4 list of inscriptions is given in Appendix A, ﬁé-bh+f¥.
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Ho member of the fomily after Govindachondra is Jmown ,
Even so,, we hove an wninterrupted succession of seven generations '
of Chandra rulers the last four of which ruled for at lesst 1ll
years. For the history end ohronology of this periocd, complex !
but well-documented, we have a recent study by Prof. A.H. Dani.l
This has appeared since we wrote our own first acoount. We
agree withs elmost all his views and conclusions,based as they
are on a criticel exeomination of all the available material.2
In the following discussion, therzfore, we quote extensively
from him.

The earliest kmown king of the dynasty is Purnechcondra.
But as indicated shove; he may not be regarded as the founderj
for the line may have started a generation or more earlier. He
was however no ordinary persons. The RéxpBl plate states that
ho wos well-famed and in possession of immense fortune. "('..Hia
nsme ) was mentioned on the footstools of imeges, firet among
those Ywho possess off epring’, and in novel panegyrics engraved
by chisel on pillars of victory and copper plates” .3 The Sylhet
plate added that his 'shameless enemiee took shelter under the
strange umbrella formed by the dust raised by his ermy's From
these references Doni infers guite legitimotely that Purmachandwra
initistod ware of conquest and achieved aome lanrels of victory
over his enemies. FNot much is known about his son end sucdessor,
Suvarnachendra, who is remembered by his descendanis mainly for
his 'unblemished golden charactert, FHis sienificant epithet

le Pok. ATCho’ H°-3' p’ﬁ.22 b & &%

2e e however “do not accept his views regavding Harikela
end the Rainfmati coins for reasons explained later.

3. _I_]ip p.5.
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‘Bouddheht undoubtedly indicates his religions predilection.
It does not necessarily imply that the fomily adopted Buddhicm
only froo his time. '

It was, however, the third ruler, Trailokyrchandra, who
laid the reel foundation of the greatness of the dynasty. The
newly discovered inscriptions edd interesting information
regarding his militery and political activities. We have the
following detril from the Mainrmati plates of Ledahachandra.

"The king, owing to bis sole lerdership over the world,
wag Jnown as Trailokyachendra...(He was) the *crest-jewel
of Vahga'! which was full of prosperity and risfing into

prOminence".l_

Prom the Riupal plate2 we learn thet he ‘wes es glorious
as Indra and conversant with the science of polity! His euthority
was aclmowledged by all end he became king in the *Dvipn' (islmnd)
to which is joined (the word) *Cusndrat. In other words, he
became king in Chendradvipa. This record further informs us
in a metaphorical phrase of somewhat controversisl interpreta-
tion thet Trailckyechsndra's kingdom included Harikela, the
vell-known principality of South-East Bengsal. The Sylhet plate
(of Srichendrdf seys that he Vextinguished the fire of his
enemies in battlet. What appears to be the most significant
information supplied by this plate relestes {to his conquest of
Samatata. The passege does not ceem to have been properly
understood and trensleted by its editor. Ve reproduce the

text and tronsletion below:ﬁ &

1, All the quotations in this chapter are taken verbatim from

the editor's translation.
o 4- . (_{\]\’.7'?{‘\.\.\‘:..
2o IB.y ppel ffs RS

3. Bhottasali Vol, pp.l66 f£f. &, Ibid., pp.177-8, 183,
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. »Keirodgmvu = Devanarvvata 1ti érinattadetatpuraﬁ yatr
Bgﬁntujonasxg Vismavﬂracah Kbmbojavarttedbhutaih
L&¥le nblvanamatravatikpeatairhanviaxg,Biddhnusadhivzghara
L itihs grutSs = Scmatetonnirijitys yet sainikaih

¢

"In consequence of the stirange news of Keamboja, the new
comers to Qg%s illustrious ‘capital, like the venerable mountain MURL
(i.e., acan¢h.han&ﬂra9 in the waters of the Ksirodi (Soa) were &*°
struck with feelings of wonder, whose coldiers conquered Samata?a
where was situated the forest of Lilamvi traditionally seid
to have been filled with sure medioinal herds sought for by
bhundreds of persons suffering from the morbid affection of the
nervous system",

i&fwrwhdlq!

The meaning was partly restored by Dani, but he too migsed

the geOgrnphical'reforencesl

Trailolcyachendra "whofe soldiers conquered Samatata,
where was (situsted) Lilembi forest well-known for well~iried
nedicinal herbs, sought for by hundreds of persons suffering
from Vatike (morbid disease), (and where) was this glorious
(cepital) city (standing) like a Deve—porvata (venerable mountain)

in the waters of the sea, where the new-comers were filled
with wonder at the strange new of the Eambojas™.

e have no doubt that the geographicel names menticned
© in the verse do not call for eny trenslation. Ksiroda amd
w
Devsparvate, whatever mey be their original meanings, are

1. Pak, Arch. NOOB, Pell.
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proper names snd cemmot be tasken in eany other way in that
context. Ve, therefore, propose the following modification
of Deni's translations

"eos Samatata, where was (situated) LGlerbi forest well
known for well-tried medicinal herbs ... (end where) was
(stending) this glorious (capital) city of Devaparvata sur=
rounded by the waters of the (river) Ksiroda, see."

There ecan be no doubt that this Samata?q capital was
the seme city of Devaparvata surrcunded by the holy river
Kgfrodﬁ which ig reforred to as the capital of the Ratas,
and Borly-Devas; it is elaborately described in the Kailan
plate of éridhbraga RE%al and the Mainnmati end Caloutta plsates
of Bhavadeva.2 The river Keirod? has been identified by |
Buattasali with the modern Khira,” a small brench of the Gumti,
which surrounds the ancient mound of Chandi-Furd in the Lalmai
ridze. Doni suggests that the present name of Lalmai may be
a survival of the old term *Lalsmvit ,and this identification is
beyoyd question.

WULQANQ;MNLU“¥
~ From this verse we also learn that Trailokyachendra
was the first Chandra king to conquer Sematata end thot
Devaparvata, its capital city, had not diminished in glory.

1. IHQ, XXIII' pp.221 ff.

24 The Mainfmati plete of Bhavedeva is not yet published.
%% briefly noticed in chaopter IV, Wo.A 4, Zpei47.
alcutta plete of Bhavadeva ,5ee JASB, letters, Vol.
ZVII. rp.83 £1.

3.  IHQ, XXII, pp.l167 £f.
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It was evidently made available to Ythe new—ocomers with the
strange news of the KambojJes', but their identity or relation-
ship with the Chondras hss not been revealed, It is howefer
clear that neither this kingdom nor its capital city oould have
been the origingl home of the Chondras.

In the light of this new information, Bhattasali's
identification of Rohitdgiri with L$1m§il can no longer be
maintained,

Trailokyeschandra's successful career of conquests in
the Vanga-Samatata regions g¢reated a political condition in
which e direct confrontation with the rulers of Forth Bengsl
was inevitable. Ve have a reference to such a conflict in
the Dacca plate of KalyZna—chandra:

®"If (he) hed hot seen in folded hands the fallen orest
jewel of the Gaudes, he would have placed the noose in
the form of hard chains round (his enemy's) feet. If
(the enemy) hed not fallen prostrate all of a sudden
on the ground in selutation (or submission), he would
hove put (him) dewn immediatelyipy his cruel sword
ralsed high up"s’

: In continustion, a second verse in the plate adds the
following information vhich is clear1y- hyperbolic but may

not be without some simpnificance:

1, Bhattasali, Iconorraph ? pp.lO—ll, EEQ’ III' po4180

2. Pak, Arch, HO.B' pp030-310
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"Drinking nice coagulrted milk out of curdosity in
villages ensconced smidst black hills end drinking
(waters of) the rivers tunnelling throuch the forest
on the plateaus girdling the Vindhya hills, the army
of this victor entered Malayn amidst the noise produced
by their own tumult snd the rumbling sound with which

stones from the peak of the mountains were thrown down
by the roaring currents of the Kiveri. (V.&)l.
. . i

These references clearly denote that Trailokyachondra
was the king of Harikels, conquered Chondredvipa end Samatata,
became the sole ruler of Venga, hed a victorious cortest with
the ruler of Gauda, and sdvenced cuccessfully tousrds the Vindhyas
end the Malaya mounteinse The 'Horikela® reference no doubt
admits of controversial interpretations; dbut acholors generally
regard Trailokyachandra as & de focto, if not de jure, ruler
of Harikela.2 Yo doubt con remsonably be entertained sdbout
his other conquests or his success against the Gauda ruler whose
identity is not clear. He may be R5jyapadla (C. 908-40 A.D.),
as suggested by Deni, or even a Kemboja king who was in posséssion
of Gauda at that time. During the reign of Rijympsla the
position of the Gauga empire wss very wesk due'to‘the suofessful
roids of the Rigtrakita, Chandella and Kelochuri kings.> |
It is in the light of these facis that Trailokyachandra's
oxploits in further India may be nnderstocd. Whether such a

le Shattacali .;Vol, p.183; P_:_E!i{_o A}"_Q_lzo H0-3. Po320

2e @o’ pol95o

3¢ Ibide, ppel32-33j Pak. Arch. Noe3, pe3le
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gweeping claim 4s Justified or not, it is feirly olear thnt

he had a struggle agpoinst the rulers of the Vindhyos, probebly
the Knlachuris, and egainst thoce of Maloyn, probobly the
Rigtralkiitns or some other southern power. Ve learn from the
same inscription thet Ythe Foobojae npperred in hictory ac
ecrly as the time of Trailokyachandra,and thot they performed
pome cirnificont deeds worthy of record' im—s Chandro inceripition
presuncbly becouse they involved in some way or dther the
Chendra king or his kingdom.l The availsble informntion lenves
no rocm for doubt thot while the power ond prectige of the
Chandras in South~Eaxst Bengal steadily incresned during this
period, the position of the Palas in ¥orth mand Vest Bengnl
rrogresoively deteriorated. When conscidered in this context,
the phrase 'If he had not sesn in folded honds the fallen crest
Jewel of the Gamdes® (Dicch plate) seems to essume a new
peaning and significence. 'Did the Gaudas or some other king
surrender their crest Jewel ?' The question must rewein un-

answered till we get further informetion.

The power end prestige of the Chandra kingdom appears
to have reached its zenith durinz the lons reign cf the next
king, éfgchandra. From his Ramp3al plat92 we learn that he brought
the vhole world under his supremecy, 'put his enemies in
prison-honse and made the foces of the Quarters fragrant with
his fome's In CGovindechondrats plate he is called *the
leador of the kings of the earth's” Sriohendra's Dhulls smd

1., = Bhottesali Vol. pp.l69, 183.

24 . Eo, Ppel £f.

3. Pk, Arche NO.3. p0540
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etwe Keddrpur and Edilpur plates desoribe him os » digvij~yin,
His groat suacesses in the battle fields ond the humiliating
defeats he inflicted on the kinge of Gouda on one side rnd

the lechchhe kihgs of Pragjyotisa on the other have been
elsborately described in the Chendroa records. We hove the
following informrtiion in the Malnzmoti pletes of Lodehechandras

(érzchendra)" who mode complete the vows, in the form
of the shedding of teor—dropsy of the ledies of the
Lord of Pra ﬁjyotlga. and mode the blossom-like lips
of the ledies of the barem of the Geude king empiy of
pmile in the shope of lotus stelk“.l

The conquest of | rihﬂttn nandnla by qrichendra is confirmed
by his Sylhet plate which rncords a grant of lend by the king
in three visayas of thie mnndpla. It is perheps no nere
coincidence that we. hear from his time onwards of Chondra
expeditions to KAm~riipe and other territories in the north~
east upto the Himilayas. These expediticns must have been pertly
necessitated and greatly facilitated by his cccupation of the
Sylhet region. The record gives a lenzthy description of
Srichondra's nilitary exploits in three verses; we quote below

gone extracts:2
(Srichendra) " whose goldiers, while conquering Kemerups,
enjoyed (the sights of),.lonssome pleins with drousy
thopnric (Y8ks) rumineting: leisuraly,.and the extensive
forest on the bonks of the Lashitya gyhe Brohmoputrea)

l. Ibido’ p.33-
2. Bhottasali, Vols, p.184.
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Tiver green ‘with black Asgru” (v.12).

"This Posnobhedrd (emd Chitraé115)1 rivefr]flowins between
the bonks of berwtiful stones ... his edve~ted colfdiers
sov during thelr conquest of northern regiong the locsl
deities in the mounteins of permanent shnow Q?;e Iimalayro )"
(v 13)

"They the soldiers) satisfied ithe god of wor by ﬂifté

of %heir own velour. {In concequences thsreof) the decorated
desinse on the bresasts of Yamenin,. vere riblied off,
paintings on the middle of the cheels of‘;gﬂig vaniched
becouse of overvhelming grief,,tie rolling of the oyes

of Wikelis.ceased" (v.14).

[
In plainer 1angnﬂge)the above verses imply that Srichandra

conquered KSharﬁpa,&ﬁd advonced to the banks of the Loukityo
(Brehmaputra) end of the Chitresils end Puspobhedrd rivers end
even to the foot of the Himslayas. But unfortunately neither

this resnrd nor the Moinameti pletes give the nomes of the
defeated rulerss Happily the Diccd plate of KalySnachandra
supplies more informationt

é&fchandra ® who was moist (.04, soft) in the act of
washing awsy the feer of Prithvipila, wss hard and
enterprising in the churning of Govarnna, was great in

the great festivity of re-instating Cop3la, was a protector
of secrifices (or vows) in returning the queen of

The neme 'Chxtrnﬂiln' in the text denoting a sircenm
hos been wrongly tronal@ireted ne Yvariegated rocks',
Cfe JZ.1.Hey Vol XLII, p.653.
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Rntnapﬁla,l who wes ercily defented, rond whooe erm wes
the universal support of the virtuom;".2

The simmificsnce of the informetion is obviove. We
learn for the first time the nemes of four contemporary rulers
with whom é}Ichandra bed sore direct relation. Dani supgests
the following identificationst "P?ithéapala anpears to hove

beern & PFle prince meationed in the RSmnchnrita.3 It is difficult

to identify Govarnne. GCopala iz obviously the Pala ruler
Gopala II (A.D. 940-960). Ratnepale c¢ould te no other then
the king of Kémarupa, against which couniry érzchendra is

known to have leunched & successful invesion". Thir synchronism
like thot of RAjendra Cho}a of the Tirumalail inscrintion is
pivotal to the Chandra chronology; particvlerly, the synchronism
with Copela 1I is of great import. This PAla ruler is cone
troversially associated with South-Esst Bengal on account of

the Mandhuk image inccription found in the Comilla district and

dated in his first repnsl yepr.4

Some suthorities toke it as
an evidence of Pala rule in Vanga-Semateta; btut this conflicts
with the faots known from the Chandra inscriptions. The Dacca

plote now seems to provide the explanstion. The question will

1, Doni's earlier resding 'ruddhn-Pala, ag cuoted by D.C. Sirear
(J7.1.0.,XLII, p.664), i5 Tevised as Ratnapsla. Sircars
interpretation therefore needs revision.

e Palk. Arch. 30.3, Pedde

3- E‘ p-123. ma5.

Le _I_I_i_q., HVIII' pp.ss 1
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be diccussed in the next section. It ic however cevident thot
Gopdla II kad token refuge in the Chandra kinadom preosumably
during Troilokyachendrats time,l ond wae leter reinstated

on his throne by Srichrndra. Tais egrees with the description
of Treilokyechondra ag *the chelter of the ~reat ralers of
earth! (Xain™mati plotes cof La@ahachnndra).z The returning of
the quecza cf Retnepéla ghous that érfchﬁnﬂra did not annox
Kemerapa or vremove Retnepela from hic throne. It in because
of such resovnding victories combhined with generosity and
kindnegs towards his enemies snd concern for the welfrre of
his subjects thet Srichendra is 20 much remenbered in the
records of his succescors. For insirnce, in Govindechondra's
plete he io deccribed as one ‘who, in the bottle~field, mrde
the hout of enemies enjoy the fesiivity of compenionchip with
divine ladies; ... who concentrated all his efforts in feeding
snd maintoining his people'.3

Tae vars of conmwets snd egrreudicenent continved un-
sbated during the roign of’the next ruler, KelySrachendra.
We have only one record of his time, the wnpmblished Diccd plate,
isgued in the 24tk gesr of his reism. UWe do not kmew much
about him from this record; the records of hic successors supply
us with more detailed informaticn. Lb@ahachandra's plates
describe him &s ‘virtuous by noture?, and give the following
sccount of his military exploiis:

Es T L,

1. For deétails, see pps.291{f below

‘2¢ Pak, Arch. No-3, pq420

3. Ibid., pe54.
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Knlyanachendray Mwho caused shedding cf big teers in

the eyvs ¢f the Hlechchbas, and mrde the moon-like faces

of the Gauqa ledies devoid of sweet pmile ... and who

spread spotless fome in eight directionz of the glo‘oe".1

Te socount given in Ouvindachendrats plate not only
supports Dut eloso eluclidetes Zhe stetements

KalySnachandra, "who made the river Lohitya (Brohmeputra)
redoubled by the tears denssly dropping dowm from tha syes of
the Mlechchha ladies who were agitated owins to the killing
of their huabsads; ond who, having by forse snatchod eway the
multitude of the aramy consistingy of slephants, horses and foot-

'hsoldiers in the battle fisld, mrde the frce of the kinz of
Gauda bend down under the weight of shame for a long while“.2

These detalls show that the long-drowm strugrle hetivieen
the Chandrss and the Gaundas in the west which sterted during
the reign of Trailokyachandra, wes £till contiruing in Eslyino-
chondrats time, and that since $rickendre’e time the Precsure
sgainect the Mlechchhnss in the north-eart had eleo been meinteined.
If the Chandra records are 4o be believed, they were uniformly
succesaful in both directions for thres pgeneraticns. The
Mlechchhas were evidently in occupation of the Lohitya valley
(Kemorfpa) and ere identified with the dynasty founded by

le Ibid.. Pedls ;

2 Poke Arche HO.B’ p.54-
i
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ruler is penerally regorded ms & Pila kinz, bht we hove rerson
to doubt this; he is more likely to be o Kbmbojn kinre The
question will be disfucsed in the next section. It io elso
evident thot during this period the Paleo pleyed a definitely
subordincte and comparstively incipnificent role in the history

Venga~Jamoteta. Even the enmity of the foreirm powers wos
directed primar%ly sgainct Venca ag attented by the Goharva
plates of Korpa (4.D. 1047)?

The records of the next two Chandrﬁkings, Ledahachondra
and Govindocheandra, do not mention eny militnry exploits.
From this Dani concludes thet Mahipﬁla I, the contemporary Pala
ruler, probably put a limitation upon their warlike aotivitiee.3
It must however be noted that the detailed information of the
exploits of any particuler king is given not in his own records
but in those of his successors. HNoreover, the six known records A
of these kings appesr to prove that they were able at least r
to hold on to whet their predecessors hod left, They bore the
full imperial {itles, and there is no hint of any loos either
in their own or in sny other records. In fact the Tirumeolei
inscription suggests that both Govindschendra end Mahipsla I,
were independent rulers of equal status,roigning over distinot
and separate kingdoms.4

1. Jl.T.H., XLII, D.665.

2 El., XI, p.142; Sen, Some Iligt.ASpPey Pe3T3»

3. PoksArch. H0e43y DPPe35=Os

4. IBey PPel3T=9, .
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All the three lnintm~ti platos proise Lodohechendre's
virtuous conduct snd give prominence to his holy pilgrinesze to
VAarinoei (Deneren) end Preytge, but no detoil of the journoy io
given. lle was 'kind to his subjects snd eesily ecccasible and
broucht all roung prooperity' to his kingdom and received
Y$ributes from the hilly forts',l probably in the ecstern border.

Govindachendrats vndoted ¥ointmnti plate2 sppears to have
been issued in the early ycoro of his reirn, Neither this nor
wwu-& o
tae two short imn~e-inscrlpu10nzku1ve nﬂ%r;ignificant information
cbout him. We Jnow from Hies Detka ima{;e-in_,cription3 thot
he ruled for et least tienty three yerrs. Sometime during this
period, between A.D. 1021 end 1023, he 333 deferted by the ermy

of Rfjendra Chola I, as recorded 1n‘tgn.T1runolai rock-inscription.4

Te fourteen known records of the Chondra period (13
Chendra end one Cho}a),5 most of them discovered in recent yeors,
give us a comnected hisotory of Eestern Bengal for ebout two
centuries, end throw some fresh light on the political currents
thot were then effecting the whole of Bengel and Asoem.

The decline of the Pila empire after Devepsdla con now be secn
in & better perspective and the place of the Ksnbojes in the

1. Pol:te Arch, No.3, ped4.

2 Jbid., p.50 ff.

3e LI, XXVII, p.26 £fe; Ind.Cult. VII, p.405 f£f.
4o B, 0,137 ££.

5e See App A Tos. 28-41,
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history of Bengal c¢en be better appreciated. While the Pilos
declined, the Chandros rose to power snd fome end moteriolly
helped them. Vhen the P¥les 8t lest regeined their pocition
under Haﬁipﬁla I, the Chendras survived es independent rulers
with their copitsl ot Vikromopura.® What led to their sudden
disappearence after Govindechendra is still a mystery. The
following chronology of the Chondras heos been tentatively fixed
by Danl ond seems to be reasonadle to uss Ve quote him fully:

'The Tirumelai inscription clesrly shows thet Govindo-
chandra wes fuling in Veh~fla—deda in A.De 1021-23, From this
source we do not lesrn whether this dote refers to his ecrly

coreer or later yeors of his reign. This uncertainty 1s renoved
if we take into evidence the information given by Sureivara
or Surapala, the author of S$obdn—Predips According to him

his father Bhedresvara served Ramnala, the Venreﬂvar‘, most
probably belonging to the Frla dynesty (A.De 1077=1120), . The
Author's grend-fother Devarena served Govindachendra es a
court physicien. This Govindachendres has been rightly teken
to be the Chendra ruler. If this evidence can be relied upon,
we can hordly think of more than & generaticn's gap between
Govindechendra, the last of the Chendra rulers that we kyow
today, and the PFla ruler Rémapaia. Tue obviocus implication
is that the detes derived from the Tirumalal inscription refer
to the early coreer of CGovindachsndra, Therefore we cen fix
hiz reign-period between A.Ds 1020 mnd 1050. Now going
backward from this dete, we arrive at A.D. 1000=1020 for

1. Pak. Arc.h, HOOB p0360
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Ledehochondra; AlDe 975=-1000 for Kelydnchondra; and Al.D.

929-975 for Srichondra. This dete of Srichondra is fortunately
confirmed by the newly discovered Décc? inscription, in which
Srichendre 1is soid to have reinsizted Copdla (obviously Gopdla II),
whose dotec are given as A.D. 940-960. Therefore the beginning

of the reipn of Troilokyschondra mcoy be placed in A.D. 900.

Tis chronology leaves no room for doubt that the Chendros ruled
in Sometota and Vahga with their cepital at Vikremapura from

A.D. 900 to 1050'.1

The Chondrs inscriptions throw an interesting eide lisht
on the soccirl end religious condition of Bensal of that period.
Of the thirteen inscriptions, we do not Imow the details of one
incomplete snd two other xed unpublished grents. The remninder
record lendgronts to Brehmins and DBrahmanicel shrines or the
installation of Prshnenicnl deitiecs. The same practice continued
during the succeedin:s Fcla period.What cen more eloquently nttest t
the growing influence of Brahmenical Hinduism in a lend which
still then mesinaldy professed Budchism ? Ladahachandra's
plates start with a solutation to Visudova, end his pilgrimrge
to Hindn Varsgasi end Prayaga for performing'hindn rites were
given prominencg’while Govindachandra in his plate paid homage
to éiva-bha@?ﬁraka. All the similes and 2llusidns of this
royal dynesty were drewn from the familiar Hindu scriptures
and epics, and the known aculptural finds of the period eslso
predominently represent that religions 'There is no doubt thot
by this time Buddhism had gone far ahead of its original

10 Pf-‘ko ArCho HO,3, pp026-27.
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pristine doctrine end hed come to sccept mony of the popmlor
beliefa and cultse It is this tendency which coftencd the
rttitude of the rulers ond mode them well digposed tovards
different csectarion gods end goddosces'.1 The lecrned and shrewd
Brohoing must have bgen eble to toke sdventoge of the pooition

end sccure greater fevour end influence at the court et the
ezpense of the Duvddhist monks who led 2 resirmed life in remote '
nonosteriess Vhatever mey be the reason, the indications ore i
4e clear that Duddhism wes moving further from its contnct with ‘
the ordincry people ond wes already suffering en eclipse. |

Another interesting piece of information revealed by
theze inocriptions is that setilement in villeges appeors to
hove been segregoted into distinct cections inhrbited by dif-
ferent sociaé“groups and cestes, ond thio prodbebly indicertes the
influence of Oeepsrooted verna system of Hinduism. ( The Duddhist
Fdla rulers of Goudo cloined to be defenders of the vornForome
ordeyr of Hinduism)2 There are references to sections o% villeges
inhabited by Sunelfres (cocks), Vorokes (scribes), Buddhists,
Hondis etc., while the Brahnmins appear to have lived in separnte
villages away from others. On the wholeg_fﬂghﬁifference between
the ordinory Hind; and Buddhist housecholdcrs cf Denzel in their
everydey-life must have been veory little during that period.

1. Palz, Arch., N003| po240

2¢  GL., p.36; Biadrotiye Vidy®, Vol. XIII, P55 £fe
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Oririn ond Farly Kin~dom of the Chandrers

The Chondra inscriptions leove no room for doubt thot
Pﬁrpachandra, the earliest Jmown member of the dynnroty, wes
a yuler ond had a kingdom,whatever be the size., Thene records,
however, do not give us much information about the origin of
the dyneoty or of their errly kingdoms The only hint lies in
two controversial refernces occurring in the plotes of Sri-
chondra, In the first, 'CYondrf=n~n-iha RohitF-iri bhujio-~vohde?,
%n the fomily of the Chondras (th were) rulers of nohitsgirizl
the difficulty lies in the identity of Rohitfpiri. There is
no direct evidence for this identification, but scholars have
offered three suggestions:(l) Roht3zgeth in the Shiheb™d dictrict
of Bibdr,>(2) Lilwpi hills in the ComillT district,> nnd(}) the
ri1ly arvea lying between the Comilld dictrict end Afekin.’ The
first sugcestion is generally rejected because of its apperent
improbabilities.5 There is no evidence of eny sort to connect
the Chandras with Rohtésgarh or with Bihar; the dynasty had
apperently deep rooted links with East Bengal, and also probedly
with the Chandras of Arsken. 'In any case, there is not
sufficient reason to conclude that the Chandras came from outside
Bengal, and in view of the traditions of the long 1line of

1. IByys Predy 6

24 IB., po3; EI.| XII, pp.139 ffo; ibid., XXVIII' pp0337 ff;
Tvid., XXXIII, pp.134 £f.; Ind.Cults, VII, ppe405 £Te;
Jl.Ind.Hist, XLII, pp.661 f£f.

3. Bhattacali = Iconogrevhy, pped f£f.3 El., XVII, pp.349 f£f.}
IH9, XVI, pp.635 ff.; Hist Benze, peld4; Bhfrataverca,
1348 BaSoy ppo768 ff. )

’

4. PPkcAENﬂh H°03,1h280

5e Nist. Benq., D194 EEQ' XVI. 635 £f.3 Pak. Arch. NOOBI

pp.27 ff.
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Chondra kings in Bhangala or Eastern Bengal, it iz more reasonable
to hold that Rohitogiri ... was somevhere in Erntern Bengal'.1

The second sugcestion by Bhettessli that Rohitagiri may be the
Senckriticed form of Lilcdi (red-earth) hill end 4herefore
identical with it hap been generslly acéeptea as more probabla,

es it seems to be supperted by the MainZmati discoveries. But

in view of the definite evidence to the contrary eupplied now

by the Sylhet plate, this identification can no longer be
maintained. We know from this source that Samatata did not

fora the original kingdom of the Chandres and thot LélavaQvana,
which mey naw be certainly identified with Lilmai, was situated
near the Samataﬁa capital o Devaparvats. The third suzgestion
by Deni does not solve the question; it only indicates the
directicn in which Rohitdgird may lie: "south of)ﬁlmﬁi‘@g}n}q@w
Renge spread out several other rerges thet cross Chitiagong

Hill Tracts right into Arikan. Thése hill ranges also show
leteritic deposi#a. ...this is the real *Roh! countrq;éthe hill
parts}e.. Could we attribute the name Rohitagirl to it?® fThis
view seems to us most reasonsble and therefore preferable.

The remains of the Rohitégiri of the Chendres, if twyeotill exist ,
are most likely to be found in the area 1yiné between Vahga,
Samatata, Srihetts, the East Bengel Kingdows which they sub—
sequently conquered, and Arakan with which theoir past is generally

1. Palk. Arch. NO.3| p.28.

2.  Ibid.

e e
.

e e
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associated by tradition.ll The only possible solution to the
problem seems to lie in further archeeological field work and
not in discussions based on such slender evidence.

U,PV"-MJ15 We bave no jinformation regarding the early history and
the originsl kingdom of the Chendras. Ve have noticed that
the Chandra records mention only three generations earlier then
the reigning king. 4s xno record before éribhandra'a time is
known, no information of the reigny before Plirnachandra and
only scent information regarding the first two kings is available.
The earliest known part of the Chandra kingdom,on the bdbosis
of our present knowledge,appears 10 be Chandradvzpa. This
territory was sitvated in Scuth-~East Bengal, in the district
of Baricdl. In the medieval peoriod it was known ass Bokla-
Chandradvzpa. In ancient times it comprised within its boundaries
gome portions of the modern districts of Khulni and Faridpur
in addition {o {the major part of Barigél.z Here Traillokyachandra,

le The tradition is preserved in Tranftha's History of

Bvddhizm in India and the Burmege Chronicless According
to Tdranttihas, Bhangala {(Vahgale) w2s the le=ding country

¢ in Eostern India before the rice of the Prlas; its domine~
tion extended over tirshuti (Trihut), Krmorupa ond presunmably
also Gauda, and it was ruled by & powerful Chandra dynasty.
These Chandras are generally connected with the Arakon
Chendras, more or less their contemporariss, who ruled
from Vecali, not very for from the capital of the Thahgala .
Chendres at ChFtigrama (Chittagong). Some sort of '
relationship between the Araken, Dhohgala and Rohitdgiri ’
Chandras is quite pleusible, thovzch we have no definite :
information. Cf. IIV\., KVI' pp0219 ffo’ H:Bo’ pp.l&ﬁ— ;
Phagre, Coins of Aralian. ppe.l £ff. :

24 Hunter's Statistical Account of Pensal, Vol.V, p.224, !
EZ_{." XKVIII, p.54- i
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the third ruler, is stated to hove become kingz, implying that
it was conquered. end sdded to the Chandra dominions by him,
and therefore that it could not poscidly have formed pert of
the originsl kingdome. Yet elnoot all the suthorities hove
hitherto rezorded it as the originel kingdom of the Chﬁndras.1
The only hint regerding thelr esrly kingdem cecemc to be given
in & metaphoricel phrese of cryptic meoninsg occurring in the

seme verse eulogising Troilokyochendra: 2dhAro Horikelo—rn o

kakudo-chchhotra~smitdnin ér{yﬂh. Scholers differ grently

in interpreting this phrase (or the word FdhPro), and this hns
led to a good desl of controversy end conflicting views regerding
the position snd the dominlon of the early Chsndra rulers.

N.C. Majumdsr translated it as:(Tresilokyrchondra) Tthe support

of the fortune goddesses (of kings) who rejoiced at the umbrella
whioh was $he insignla of royaliy of the king of Harikelat,
interpreting it as 'His kingdom wes Harikels i.e.y Erstern
Bergal, including Chandredvipa, which was the houwe torritory

of this dynasziy, ané e nunber of oiher rulers were subordinate

%o him's® Tuis view is supported by ReCe Hajumdar.3 R.G. Bosek's
interpretion is:?Trailckyschondre acquired the royal fortunes

of the Harikela kingdom. ...He was at first a king of Chandre-
dvipa tut later became the ruler over the whele of Herikelat
(taking llarikela as a synonym cf Vaﬁga;'and further suggesting
that Vikramepura became its capital).4 All the ebove three

1. E, p02; _.E;_Zo' XXVIII' p.54l

2’ .I_Ii.’ pp02~3‘

be _Eﬁo' XI'VIII, PeHla

am— g

——y
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views.j therefore, are similer in pubntoance. A different view
is held by Dani1 who offers the followinsz observations

"The words do not claim that Treilokyachendra wes a Tuler of
Inrikela nor do we learn from ony other inscriptions about

his military sdveneves in the region of Harikela, i.e., Surma
valley of the Sylhet district. But he wag the moin 'support!
of thoe Herikela ruler ».s mast have been on friendly terms
with hinm ond further ziven him s militery protecticne +e.it
is highly probable that Harikels roja was a subordinate ally
of Trailolyachondram™s D.Ca Sircar's view differs from oll
others : 'Hing Trailokyachandra of Chandradvipa was: a feudetory
or ally of the kinz of the Harikelsa country'.2 Bosed on this

interpretation he consiructed a conjectural hictory end origin

for the Chendra dynacty which, to say the least, is absolutely
spoculative and without 2ny basis at ell. He has devoted no
less than five papers %tb the subject.3 but his statements ere
sometimes gquite contradletory anéd confusings We (uote below
extracts: "Trailokyachandra was the first king of the family
ase e flourished as a feudatory of the king of Harikela,

eve This king of HarikelaxVanga, overlord of Trailokyachandra
of Chéndradﬁzpa, was no doubt the cocntemporary Pele king“.4

le  Pak. Arch. §0s3; Dpe32«3.

2. ZEQQ XXVIII' 903380

3. In&.()ult.' vIiI (1941;' 405 ff" _E_;_c‘ XXVIIX (1949;! 337 ffc;
ivid., XxxIIx, (1959), 134 f£2.; I8Q, XRVIIX (1952), 51 £f.}
Ji,I.H, XLIX {1964), 661 f££.

4. _J_L_"}d.Cult.,_ VII, pb4ll
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In the next tvo papers, however, he postulates a different
theory. "lnrikela wes originelly the ncme of ths érihat?a
reglone oeoe Trailokynchandra ... seems to hove owed elleogionce
to the line of Harikela kings represented by Kintidevo. Sri-
chendra ese Wes the® £irat independent monarch of the Chondra
dynnsty".l In the fourth paper we hove onother of his opeculetive
theories: "The Chandras of Roultigird were oripginally ths
foudatories of the PAla kings of Bengal end Bihar ... Dut
Trailckyechendra seems to hove tronsferred his elleglence to

the king of Harikels and was rewarded by the viceroyolty of
Chendredvipa ... Srichendrs threw off the allegirn@e to the
king of Horikela ... conagrrerad Dakcs and Tippern region".z ‘The
Moinnmnadl discoveries and the publication of the inscriptions
by Doni appeareiatly have hed no effeft og these theoriesi for

in his letest poper Siveor repents thems” From the mccount of
Ladohachandratc pilgrimege to Bamarss, Siresr hestens to conclude
that "Ladohachandra was no better than » subordinete 211y of

the contemporary Pila emperot".4 We do not know the circumstances
in vhich this pilgrimsge was underisken or the rontes which the
Chandra king followedy tut we lmow of no instance wkere such

a rite wss ever performed by a king who had not the meons and

autbority to do co.

1. E-I.” XXVIII, po3380
2e _I__H“Q’ XXVIII’ po530
3. ‘chIf.Ho' ILII, pp.551 £f.

de I’bié‘.-. p.652-
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. In any casey if the PT1lcg ever had even a nominel success
“or superiority over the Chendros, it ic most unlikely that we
should not heve sny record in their numerous inscriptions.

The Chandra version ic nerrated by then 13 inscriptions. There
ere still mony gaps.in our knowledge oend mony prodblems to be
solved. This state of things hae often lesd to theorising omn
aslender besis end even on no basis at alll

There is, therefore, no evidence of eny kind to suggest
thet any of the seven Chandrs rulers wes ever a feudatory of
anoiher power, far less of the kings of Horikels, the historicity
of whom except for Kéntideva (9th century A.D.) is extremely
doubtful, or even of the Palas whose only connection with South-
East Bengal seems to have been limited to a short stey of Copdla II
in Sanatata as a Yefugee, In fact no Pila dominetion in the
area oen be definitely established before Mehipala II's time.l
The Chéndra inserivtions on the other hond leave no room for
deubt that all the kings of the dynesty were independent,; sovereign
rulers. The suggestion thet they crme from Rohtasgarh in Bihsr
must be rejected ss without any foundation. Ald the known links
of the dynesiy are with South-Eset Bengsl end it is reasonsble
to think that they either originated there or came from on earea
not far from it. At present it is not possible to go beyond
these assertions. But on the besis of the available evidende,
certain inferences can be drawn, and agein on the besis of these

inferences certain hypothetical suggestions can be offered.

1. For deteils, seo next section under 'P3la Rule'.
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1 Since Rohitbgiri cemnot be definitely identified ot precent,
our conclusion regarding the home torritory of the Chendres
rmust be bosed on the 'Horikele' reference only. Accepting the
ordinary mesning of the word #dhfrn as Yrepository!, our
interpretation ig that llorikela wos the paternal kingdom of the
dynasty. This is proved by the fact that the Chandre connection
with Horikele was regorded on 3 matter of great pride ond honour
for the dynesty. And yet the relation conld not heve been a
subordinate one. By the time these records were issued, both
VYodzo and érihat?a. the two regions with which Harikela igs
alternatively identified, were definitely included in the Chendra
kinzdoms It is inconceivoble that the Chondras would glorify
their subordinste relationship with a defunct royalty which
they themselvesz hed liquideoted. The other fact to note is that
thouzh 8ll the kingdoms in South-Eact Bengal are mentioned as
conquered by thes Chandras, no mention of the conqucst of Horikela
is made in eny of them. The clear implication is that it wos
already included in their kingdom and that it is not identifiable
with any of the conguered territories, visz. Chandradfipe, Vohgo,
Sanetata and Srihatte mendsla. Its identifioation with either
Vaﬁga or érihaﬁ?a is therefore to be suspected. Since the situation
of Harikela in South-Erst Bengel is undisputed, the only other
territory of this region with which it cen be identified is the
hilly area of Chittagong and Tripurd. On the basis of the
evidence of coine we are elsevhere gugresting this identifi-
cotion (see Appendix B)’and it seemz to be further supported
by the discovery at Chittegong of the copper plate inscription
of Kfntideva, the only known ruler of Harikela. If this
identification is accepted, it will meke geographical sense of
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the conquests of the Chondros. It will explein why their firct
nove was towards Chondradvfﬁa in the south-e2nt corner of Venpo,
gseparated only by the Heghnd chonnel from their base country.
Once they had thelr foothold in Chnndradffpa. which was probably
nemed after them, there was nothing to stop them from conquering
the whole of Vonga. But $he their resr hed to be secured by
conquering Sametaia, which inevitebly led to the conquest of
ériha.ﬁa end to the wars with KomarTpa, just es the conquest

of Venge led to the wars with Gauda ond the west. Ve hove

no informotion at all ebout the ruling suthority or authorities
from whom the Chendras wrested thece territories. From the
comperative eose with which they were removed, it moy not be
unreasonable to infer that they were local petty rulers, probably
with some sort of relationchip with the Fala empire, The
Chandras do not seem to have encountered any determined opposition
from the Palas $ill their position was fairly consolidated in
Variza snd their borders reached those of the Pila empire in
Gauda and Varendri. The history of the period suggests that

the Pilas were too decply preoccupied with their declining
fortunes in the west to notice this turmeil in the remote south-
east t1ill it was too near and too late. It was also zbout this
time that the Kelachuri king Kokkella I (C 840-90 A.D.) is said
to have plundered the treasures of Vahga.l This invasion might
have paved the way for the rise of the Chendres or st leasst
facilitated their quicker success. Vhetever may be the reason ,
it is fairly certain that by the beginning of the 10th century
AD., the Chandras were in conitral of the whole of South~East
Bengal,

i, B, pp.128 f££.
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It must have been quite clear to them ot on ecrly store
that such a kingdom could not dbe properly controlled from their
originel centre. Illence the estoblishment of the new cepitol

a wall~ ¢l oucac

at Vikreﬂnura. How gesdilhe colastion—ef,the site wos moy
be realiced from thg fact thot the copitel of the province hers
renained nore or less in the some ereo ever sinco except for
a comparatively short period of British rule. This location
of the originel Chondra kingdom will also explrin why the
Chandres are generally releted to Arsken, thoush at present
this commection cannot dbe established on any besis other thon
trodition.

Once the original Chendre kincdom hes been determined, it
will obviously be easier to locate Rohitigiri its centre. We
have already accepted Dani's suggestion that it was situnated
in the hilly aress of Chittegong. The following places may
be suggested as possible sites for the lost city:

(1) Chittopons

The Tibetan historien Taranitha mentions in his 'Book of
the Seven Mystic Rovelations', that Chatigrdme (Chittagong)
wags the capitsl of Gopichandra,l undonbtedly the ssme es
Covichendra, the king of Bhaﬁgalalof about the Tth century A.D.,
menticned by him in his more fomecus work, History of Buddhism
in India.2 This Chﬁ@igrﬁma ic most probably identical with the

1.  JASB., 1898, p.23; INQ, XVI, p.228.

2. __0'-' XVI' pp.219 ff., HOB. pp.182 ff'
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loter 'city of Bensala' referred to by eorly Europeen writera.l
The Tibeton source iinforms us thet in encient times there were
mony tirthikes (Hindu temples) end #ihirrs (Buddaist monesterie)
at Ch5§igr§mp which weg the hesdquarters of the Rommo (fron
Senskrit Romyn=besubiful) country, » well known Buddhist centre.2
The frmous 'Pandita Viherat wrs probebly eitusted in or neor
this city. The large number of Puddhist insges preserved in the
medern Buddhist monestery of the city and doteble from the 9th

to the 13th centv.rsg A.D.3 ettest to the antiquity of the region%

(i1) PEncs (Chittorons district)

The harbour town of Difnga mentioned bf\?ho early DBuropean
travellers wes situated on the same'Chittagong\coast.s Some
scholers identify it with the 'City of Bengala', tekinz it s

' N

le  IH0.yXVI, De229 £fe; JeJeAsy Canpoe = History of the
Portumuese in BenwalyV ppeT5 = T6e. T

2,  JASB.y1898,pe243 ASIR.y 1921-22,p.81 £fe} THNes XVIeDe2324

‘3¢ ASIR.,1921-22, pp.81-83,115. N

h'z
",

V. Ptoleny's geogrsphy mentions a river called Kétéhsdﬁ*galling
into the Bay of Benzel. The name,according to Levi, éurvives
in Xuiubdia island off Chittegong, 2ud it may not\bé;unreason- §
able to svfgest its identificetion with the Kornaphuli river,
thus pushing its antiquity still earlier. But Levi's identi-
fication appears to us to be somewhet dvbiouse. cfe Levi, S.,
Etvies Asistiques, II, ppe 1 ffe; Tull.SOAS., XI,DDe360=10,

e s vt amaan—

54 Compos, JeJehey Portvrvece in Benwal, pps 7573

Bennl Past
and Present, XIII, pp.26l-2,. :

]
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different from Chitisrema. Hosten identifies Difngd with

ticdern Bondar, opposite Chittogong, on the left bonk of the
Xernaphuli.) Blochmenn identifios it with Dokhind?igd or
Brohmendang?, both on the Sengu river south of Chittagong.z
Thouzh the place dpes not seem to be of great entiquity, its

origin cculd well go back to the Chandra period.

(iii) Rému ( Chittrrons dintrict)

In oncient times the couniry to the south of Tripura end
north of Arikin (Rakhan)wes crlled 'Rompat(from Sonskrit Femyas=
baautiful).3 Its centre may have been different from Chatigrama
and probebly is identified with modern PSmu,at present a villege
end a market near Cox's Bozer on the Arflen road.4 Ralrh Fitch
who vigited India between 1583 and 1591 vefers to it as the
Kingdom of'REme’, ™uled by the ArfkEn king.s Menrique vieited
this city of 'Rarm' in 1630 on his way from Didnga to Araken.G
It was then the szat of the Araken governor. This Ramu,Réne,
Remma or Ramya represonts, according to Majumdar, the kingdom
of Rohmd or Ruhmi of the Areb writers.! .If Hsrikela was situated
in the Chittagong reziony Ri3mu is most likely to reveal come
ciuea to its errly historye

le ide,y XIII,pp.261—2; l}}_(l-. XVI,p.23l.fn.37o
2e JLS B., 1093 p0233. 3. JASB., 1898' p.20 b

4e 0'1°lley,L Se S., Ihqt Bengal District Gezetteers, Chittagong,

Se Foster, Eorly Travels in Indis, Oxford, 1921,p.26, fn.S; IOy
XVI,De233, - :

-

Ge Benmol Post ond Present, XIII,pp«229 £f., 268.

Te INQay XVI,pp.233-4; Hedivala,SeHsy Studies in Indo-luslinm
llatory,pp.4~ .

L ot -
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{iv) Jheviri (Chittogonz dicirict)

In 1927 a hoard of 66 bronse nbjectas 64 Buddhist votive
inoges end two votive scilipas, wms discovered at Jhewsri, in
the Anwdrd police station of the Chittogong distric’t.1 Tventy—
five of them beor shért dedicétory records inceribed on the
back or pedestal of the images in chrractern of 9th to 1lth
centuries A.De On stylistic grounds 2lso thoy may be deted
from the Tth to 1lth centuries A.D. Thizo woes the lorgest find
of bronse imeges in Bengel outside thoce of Maindmati with
which it ic comparable in meny respects. The Jhevari imopes
provide #n importont evidence regerding the early history of
this region end offer substanitial corrcboration to the literary
and other sources. ' '

(v) Unskoti (Tripura state)

The hilly region of Tripura is sirategically situeted
betvesn ériha@@a, Samata@a,,Chitt%gng end Arskan, end seems
to hold the key to many of our archoeclogical problems. Une-
fortunately very little iz known slout it; early history end
cnlture., Howover, a éaiVa religious site was discovered here
in 1914 at Unckoti 1111.%> The ruins consists of a number of
loose stone sculptures lying on 4op of the hill and a series
of colossal heeds end figures cerved parily in the rocky bed

le ASIR, 1927~28; p.184, Pls. XLIX. ¢y LVII a=-d.; ibid.,
b—c' XLIII.

2. ASIR, 1921-22, pp.B5-87y Pls. XXIX.c, XXX a«b.
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of a stireem and partly on the rock-foce on both sides of the
strean stretching for a considersble distrnce. Conspiououns
among the rock-cut figures ere » éiva head, 30 feet high,and
a seoted Gageéa, 22 feet hipgh, both on the streom bed, #nd a
standing figure of Durgd on the rock-foce sbove the streom.
They rre crude and primitive 2nd heve no known parallels in
etyle or iconogrephic detrils. The site is dated on stylistic
considerations of the other group, the detacihed sculptures,
from the 9th to 12th centuries AD. XYoo ancient settlement heo

yet been discovered near, but its existence is neturally inferred.

B. P&la Bnule in South—FEast Benrmel

Three Pjla records ere known from South-Faat Bengali they
represent short votive inscriptions incised on the pedecstals
of imeges. These are: (1) The Mandhuk Genesa image inscription
of Gopala II, year l; (2) The BFghZurd Niriyopa imege inscription
of Fohipala, year 3; ond (3) The Korayenpur Vindyska imege
inscripiioh of Mahipsls, yeor 4%_- 8ll discovered in the Comilla
district. Their importance lies in the fact that they refer
to e reipning monarchs end their regnal detes. Thus they
fornish the only informetion =o fer availeble peinting {towards
Pdla contact ﬁith this region. Their value in iconographioc
studies iz no less significent: two bear the names of the images
on whose pedestals they are incised.

The higtorical informetion derived from such a source is
by its very nature inmsufficient and inconclusive, and it often

1, For details, see Apps Ay N, 42-44.
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Plln.éuw@—
lecves room for. doubt snd controversy. The, problemo relete

to the conflicting evidence of the Mondhvk inseription cnd
the identity of the king referred to in the cther two. Problems
such a3 these csnnot be resolved without help from other sources.
Fortunotely we have mome such help in this caze, ond it is
poosible to come to a rensonable conclusion regordine the

questions imvolved.

The Mandhuk Genesa imore-inecrintion of GQpBla('ﬁfuézgi)

There is no controversy regording the identity of the
Xing CGozala of the NMmndhuk inscription: he can be no other thon
Gopdla II (C. 940-60 A.D.) of the P5la dymnsty. *'On palaeographic
gircunds the iunscripltion ceannot be ascribed either to Gopila I
o Gorala III'.2 The difficulty lies in finding a satisfactory
oxplonetion for the discovery of the inscription in the Comillsd
region {ancient Samatata), the heert-lond of the Chondra kingdom.
From 1his cne scholar concludes that, "at lesst during the early
years of the reign of Gopdla II, the P3la kingdom comprised
not only Hagadha and Afga in South Bihdr, but also the Pundravardhane
bhukti or Norih Bengal end Samatata (apparently also Vahga or
part of it) in which the Tippera district was situafed“.z How
could Samatata form a2 port of the P3la kingdom in the first
yoay of Gopala II's reign when it was definitely known {0 have
- been under the rule cf érichandra, and at a time when Chendra
power was at its genith 7 ‘

1. PTOC.I.H;G., Aligarh' 1960. p0390

2e .I_ggog XXVIII' p.55. Also of, EE’-' IXXIIL p.1360

L}
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The difficulty is increesed by the foct that the inscrip-
tion does not mention eny geogrophicnl nomec, end its pleace
of origin connot be definitely sstcertained. The argument
thot {this large image is not likely to have been brought from
a distange is not fully convincing. It wos carved in RSjmohel
black boesalt end the moterisrl bhad to be imported from outside
in the first instence. Bul supposing that the image wos originolly
installed in the area where it wes discovered, we have yet
t0 find & reszonable explenaticn for itz presence there in the
ceneral perspective of history. This requires a genernl survey
of the history of the rogion duvring this pericd, end this we
shell touch on a2s briefly &8 we cane X

Ve Xmow that Copala II came t¢ the throne of a decliging
and disintegrsting PFala empire inm €.940 A.D. at the end of two
ke disasirous reigns cof Nardyenapala ond Rﬁjyap&la,l his
grondfather and father respectively. The latter ruled for
at leact 32 years. A nunber of epligraphiosl records of his
tine——one pillar and four inage inscriptions, all from South-
BihaYem—are known.2 But none of them remord any military victory
cr political achievement of this king, erd excevt a few minor
works o¢f public utility nothing important is on record about
his long reigne. It is from the records of the forcign rulers
that wve get o glimpse of the Palo empire of his time. It was

" probekly dvring the later part of his or the Ybeginning of his

son Gopala II's reign that the Chendella king Yodovaruen gained

1. For deteils of these two reigns, seo HB., pp.l127 £f.

2. 51). E3londd Pillar—ingcerintion: Ind.An%*., XLVII, pp.III ££.3
2-5). Kurkihar Icege~inscriptiona, years 28, 31, 32
end 33 ¢ HB., p.173.
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his sveeping militsry victories cver a wide renge of Horth
“Indi~n territories ineluding Gonde. According to the Chendella
records,l Tosovernan ‘was o sword %o {cut down) the Goudes os
if they wore plecsuro-~creepers'. llis son Dhnhga (C. 954-1000 A.D.)
nlso meintoined the pressure end is erid to have kept in pﬁrinon
he queens of Ridha ond Afga. N oy be an exnggeraticn,
tbut we may toke it for grented thst dvring the reigns of
Paiwvapala and hia tve aveacssaora, Govale 11 end Vigrohepdla II,

Benszal fared bodly at the honde of Yadovermen ~nd Thoho2.Y3

Lhout the seme time the Eolachuri rulers alco rsidesd various paris
of the P2la cmpire. In their records,4 {there are references to
incurcicns agrinst Pengel by two successive Kolachuwdi rulers,
Yavers jideva I end his son Lakgmenaxdja (6. 222 on2 3rd quorters,
10%th cent. 4.D.), Leksmanoraja i3 known to have conquered Odra
{Origa?) 2nd is 2lso0 said to have been 'skilful in bresking

(1.2, defeating) Vangilat, 2 The Vehgala vorsion of this conflict
is probably preserved in the bhyperbolic reforence te Trailokye-
ckandra's western expeditions (Sylbet plate of érichandra) 6

The Gurgi inscription of Preboduafiva (C. 10th~1lth cent. A.D.)
states that (out of fear of the Kalachari kinz ?) the loxrd of

1o Ibide, pe132; H.Cy Royy DENI., II, DDe6T4 £,
2.  EL., I, ppa126, 132, 145.

e HB., pp.l32,

4o  EL., I, pp.256 tfe; ibids, XI, pp.142 £2,

Se  El., XI, 142 ££,

‘6. Bhotianald Vol. p.183.
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Goude lies in the watery fort of the sen'.l Ileither the
Knlechuri hﬁng nor the lord of Geuda cen be definitely identified,
end the seunse of the reference is elso not very cleers. But

in the context of known events the verse may indicote a temporory
refuce of & Pala kihg in one of the Chendra strongholds of

lower Bengel. ‘

*These foreign re2idc moy be regarded both esg couses end
effects of the militory weelmess snd politicel disruption of
the P3la lcingdom'.2 But none of these incursions posed a reanl
threat to its existence. In contrast, the calemity that befell
the Pales about this time 05 account of the Krmboja ocoupation
of North ond Wost Bengel wur by far the most serioms get-beck
that shook the very foundation of their existence.3 It wes
formerly believed that the Kemboja occupation toock plefe during
the reirn of Vigrahapdla II (C. 960-88 A.D.) or shorily after-
warda.4 In the light of recent informstion (the Sylhet plete of
S;;chandra)s this view is no longer tennble. Ve now definitely
Inow thot the Kemboja episcde originated es early as Trailokya-
chandrats time (C. 900 to 929 A.D.)é. There cen be no doubt
thet his contemporary P3la ruler wes Rijyapsla (C. 908-40 A.D.),
bocouse we know definitely that érichandra's contemporary was

Gopala II.7 It seems, therefore, fairly certain that the Kerumbojes,

1.  El., XXII, 135 ff.
2. 1By P.133.

3e IB, pp.133-4, 150-91.
4e B, p.l33.

5e Syihet CP, V.7: Bhotiocali Vol, p,183.

Ge Polke AI‘Ch.- KO.s, p026t

7. Ibid-, Pe3de ot
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toking adventege of the wenk position of Rajyepale, ocusted
him from his possessions in Jorth epnd ¥West DBengol, ond thot
he, 08 is eteesiy hinted in the Chendra inccriptions,l took
tenporery shelter in Somatata under the protection of the
Chendras. These evenys must have occurred failrly late in the
life of Rijyapila. Uhether or not we rccept these loter events,
which must remein hypotheticel et present, the evidence of the
Konboje usurpotion of his Bengel dominions certeinly discerds
+he theory thet the Rouwboja dynosties originsted from him 2nd
thot they were a colletersl brench of the Pilooe> The Chendra
records seem to suggest that in thelr western struggles they
were probably involved direotly with the Kembojas. Ve will

diccuse the question later.
Yo Voo oy 1ad ey gve

Imrr W N o N

r\; HVIEN
Briefly considered, this wes the political condition
preveiling in Erstern Imdia when Gopala II ceme to preside

73

Q-+ Nl

over the declining foriunes of his dynasty. He ruled for et

3

loast 17 years™ and the following four records of his period

are lmownt

l. Mendhuk image inscxiption, yesr 19

2, Talopda insge~inscripiion, year 1?

3, Jajilpara copper-plate inscription, yeer 6?
4, DBodh-Gezys image inscriptionm, nndated7

1,  Tbid,, pp.31-32, 34-5.

24 Hdey ppel33-4, -190-91.

3. IB., pp.131, 179.

4o IHQes XXVIII, ppe55-5Te 5.  HBuy Dpe173.

6o Ibido. Po174o Te Ibide
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Not much is lnown ebout him from these inceriptions: the
little thot we know is from the records of his descendeonto, now
supplemepted by the Chondra inscripiiconse. The J3jilp?ra plate
shows thot he regained the pogsesaion of- Verendri (North Eengol)
before the 6th yehr of hio reirm. This must heve hopnened
after his reinstatement by éricnandra.l His grateful deascendento
renembered him for this, but ell that they hod to sey. in their
records is thet the was the gole ruler of the enrth forjaong
time°.2 The statement is not caly vesue but iﬁccrrect, o
evidenced by contemperary secords. B.Ce. Sen vho exrmined then
carefully observes: "The incompetence of the momorch and the
deterioration of the nilitary efficiency of the P3la empire of
the time oro emply manifest in the calemities which befell it
one afterxr another“.3 This moy be regarded es a feir comment on
the 2ctual achievements of this kinz end the state of affeirs
of his kingdom at least to the end of the first year of his
reign—with which we are concerned st present.

This brief survey of the political condition of the PiAla
eupire during the firat half of the 1Cth century A.D. gives ug
some idea whether in the prevéiling circumstences or in the
charactor and achievements ol the Pala kings of the pericd thare
wes eny possibility of Gopala II's imkeriting from his pre=
decessor, or himself conquering. the distent territory of Semotata

10 PQICQ ATCh. NO.S- p.34o

2, Bingerh, Amgdchhi and Monahali CPs of Hahipéla I, Vigrehapsila
and ¥odenspala respectively: HeBey DPDelTé=5

3. Sen, Some Hist.A9pes; pPelb5e.
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in the first yoer of his reign from éfichandra, the grectoct

of the Chandra rulers,and at a time when the Pals kingdon was
becet with grave dengers end even elmost liquideted by the
Kemboja usurpation. Affer such en event, ééichondra, the lcmer,
is hardly expected to feel 'great in the greot festivity of
reinstating Gop‘c’ila'.1 Our conclusion is obvious’ond is supported
by 211 the available evidence. Ve therefore reject the view

of DeC. Sircar and others followingz him that Samatata ever formed
a poert of Copala II's kinsdome

Oow then are we to sccount for the discovery of the
Fendhul: inscription. which undoubtedly belongs to Gopala II's
reign in the Comilla resion ? In the absence of any direct
evidence the question is likely to remain an unsolved mystery.
Put in the light of known facta, it 13 possible to suzgest the
following three probabilitiess

Lf

l. Toat the Mendhuk imege was a, import into Samatata

from North Bengal, &s suggezted by Dani.2

2. Thot the imege, probably a family deity, wes brousht

by one of the followers of Gopala II to Semetata and

reinstalled there during the temporary refuse of the

Palags in that eree, as indicated by the Chandra records.
3+ That one of the fellowers of the Pala king installed

1 the image originally in Sematata during their refuge

there and recorded the neme of his owm king)though
the territory was under the Chendras.

1. Pal, AI‘Ch’ NO;S, 90340

24 Proc. Y.0.C, Aligarh, 1960, p.38.
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thatever mey be the explenation, the presence of this
image—~inseription in the Comilld regicn does not prove by
its0lf Gopdla II's domination over the arete It poy rother
be token o5 a corroboration of the Chendra records thet the
Prlas took refuge 3n Sematate end Goprla II regeined hic throne
with the help and support of érich;ndra. It is in this context
that a well-composed ond oft-repested but inodequately undersicod
verse in the Pala records seems to make sense. Ve quote it

bhelow:

[ -_ - .
Dece nroci procure-poyrsi svocchomseniye tovrm

gveirehn bhrdntvd tod=anunsloy=rpotycki-ceondsnesu

The verce describes the wenderings cf the elephont forces
of the Pélas in the eastern regions full of water, the Nolaye
mountains in the south, etc. This simless wandering of the Pals
forces in all directions has been interpreted by scholars es
a covert 2llusion tc the loss of their paternal kinsdom snd the
vain attempt of the ill-fated Pala king to secK help and refuge
in variouSrquarteﬁs.z The verse occurs in five of the Pila record53
and is applied to no fewer than four separste kings. The esarliest
oceurrence is in the JAjilpard plate of Gopdla II where it is

appllied %0 him. The other occurrences sare in the two plotes of

1. A IHSE. ® XXKII' p.52 .
2 _I_m-, p0136§ Gu.Lay p.lGO e
3. (1) Jajilpera CP of Gopals II} (2) B3ngarh CP ond (3)

Belwd CP of Mehipale I; (4) Belwd CP end (5) Amcichi CP of
Vigrehspala III. For references seé HB. PPedT3~4e-

e oy i, e A,

e A ————— -
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Mohipfla I, applying it to his fother, Vigrohapdla II, end elco

to himnelf} ond in two pletes of Viprohapols III who 2gain cleinms
it for himself. This ﬁndoubtedly weakens the erjument in favour
of the above intprpretation,l ond mony scholers doubi the relation-
ship of the verce tp eny particuler event in the PAle history

snd toke it as a mere encomisstic componition.2 But with our
present lnowledge of the Konboja usurpetion end the events that
followed it in the life of Gopila II, we have reason to toke a

3 thet when o verse

different view. Bhattasali observed long ego
degscribing some event in the history of » monarch is copled in

the records of his descendents epplying it themselves, the eerliest
applicotion 1= correct end that the leter reproductions are

either forgeries or works of 'silly penegyrists?, or it noy even
denole similar events in later periods snd is thus equolly
applicsble. In ony cope, its application to Gopala II need not

be doubted. It iz nowr evident from the Chendre records that

the Pala dominions in Bengal rere lost durin&, the loter yeors

of Rajyapala and not of Vlgrehapala II; es aﬂ;h;therto believel.
The credit for partial restoration of the padernal kingdom must
now be given to Goprdla II and not MahfpﬁlaEI. This verse may thaewo
corroborate. what has been stated in the Chandra inseriptions °
end alluded to in the Gurpi inseription of Pr&bodhaéiva,%__;

1, E;f.ing p.136.

-2 tTﬁSB, XVIIg P0128 £le} _:_{_H_g' XxXIx, pp.52 ££e3 ReDe Banerji,
Prloa of Ren~al.

3. _IE_I_.. XVII, PP+354~5.

de Ibid.’ XXII’ 901355 Ii_@_, $P055 in,

- e
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that Gopdla XTI, and elso probably somo of his descendents took
shelter in Sametata, 'the enstern country where woter eboundst,
beforet?estoration of their poternel kingdom. Vhen g;g;ﬁ&fﬁpd
in this light, the presence of the llandhul: inscriptionkin the
Comilld region is herdly surpricinge This frienily country was
his bDase of opsrations; esince lhie could nctA?Z—-::e Veat Bengol
(R73h3) from the usurper, ithe strygsle presuncbly continued

during the time of his deccendants, some of whom’feced with

*
girilor situntions, may well have token the some course.

Yhot apnears to be significant iz thet this verse of the
P3la inccriptions end the roferences in the Chondre ingcriptions
attest to & friendly reloticnship between these two contemporary
dynasties. If this view is e2ccepted, it will explain the repson
for the absence of ony hostile reference to each other in their
records, thouzh in the Chondra records there are references to
victorious wars agsinst the Gau@as.l Thiz term 'Gaudos? is
generally taken to imply *the Palas' because they were the lrgiti-
mate rulers of Gauda end were known as such by their contemporeries,
and also becrase the Piles in their ovm Tecords inwsrisbly called
themsoelves the 'Lords of Gauqa'.e But in the light of the above
facts, there are reagons 16 doubt the correctness of this assumption.
In the first plece it is difficult to reconcile the fact that
successive Chandyra rulers were providing shelter to tho dispossessed
Péalas and fightzing bottles to reinstate them, while on the

other hand they are suppoged to have carried on victorious wars

le Polks ATchle » [0e3y Pp.30 £f.

2e BeCe Sen = Some Hist.ASDe, De327T.

-
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egoinet the very same P8les whom they hed reinctnted. Ied

they wanted to disposcess thempthere is no resson why they did

not do so when the advercary wes under their custody. The Pilos

during thic period were struszling for their very ezistence

end 1are most unlikely to hove provoked the enmity of their
erstwhile friends. Secondly, in the 10th century the Gouda

kingdon in the nerrower sensel wos under the dominoticn of

the Kemubojes, and o reference to Gau@ns or the Goudna king during

thot period shonld mern in the proper sense the KemboJjes or

their king, the common enemiss of both, The cempeigns of the

Chrndres in the western front mey, therefore, have been directed

areinst theoe enemies ond not the Piles. If this interpretotion

1.

There is no definite informetion rezrrding the precise
location of Gaude, &nd like most other ancient divisions of
Benral, it admits of a considereble divergence of opinione.
The avoilable information points to a country not very fer
fron the sea comst. In - -the 7th century A.D. the cepitel of
the Gauda king wos undoubtodly et Kerposuverna near modern
Murshiddbid. This isc supported by the BthIGvﬂ Pur?na which
defines Cauda as a territory lying to the north of Durdwan
and south of the Prdnf. An eizhth century work (Anrrrhn-
yY@chevo of Murdri: JASD, 1908, p.279; ¥B, p.13) however
m9ntion" Chompd, now w loceted neor the 01ty of Burdwen
(Iunter=Stat.Acc. I, p.368. )@s its copitel. Fron the later
part o‘ the 8th century onweTds, the PElos were otyled
Gevdedvara', but Gavda itcelf was still referred to as
a Visoya quite distinct from other politicel uniis, especially
Vafira., Political union wnder the P¥la sovereirms ofter
Govindechendra's decth wos fast mrking the terms 'Vongopeti!
rnd 'Geudesvafa' interchonzerble with the implied chonrte
in territorisl cense os well. It will," therefore, oppesr
certoin thot Gauda in the 10th century 4.D. denoted a
territory in West Bensal bounded on the north by the Gonges,
but on the south its extent serms to hsve been limited ot
times by the river Ajay, end et other times to have included

‘the Vorchemine division. Cf. HB., pp.12-l5.
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is accepted, it will explein why' there was no retolintion

azainst the provocative Postility of the Chondros even Quring

the time of MahipRla I; when the position of the PFlas pecmed

to hoave inproved considercbly. It 2lso expleins why thece
comprigns egeinst the Gaudes continued only for three generntions
from Treilokyschendra te Krlyonechendre, precicely the period

when the Kembojes were in occupantion of CGaude proper, snd abruptly'
ended in the time of Lodehochendra, when thzpﬁla I wen oble

t0 restore the mejor port of the territory;pushing barck the
Kermbojas to the distant south.1 This apperrs olso to exploin

how lodahrchendra, while obviously in énjoyment of full sovereirnty,
wez g#ble to perform his pilgrimages to Vérsnesi end Pray%gaa
without arcuszinz hostility from eny quarter. It is quite pocsible
thot the friendly relotionchip between these two grent dynrsiies

wes further sitrengthened by metrimonial or other allisnces; this

may have ultimately led to o peaceful tronsfer of power into the
hends of the Piles efter the death of Govindachnndra,3

due to the lack of 2 male heir. Ko definite conclusion is

probably

possible on such questions before we have further evidence, but

1. The Tirumrlei inscription of Rijendrachola I (1012-1042 A.D.)
pentions enmong the defented kinzs one Dhormepdla of
Dondabhukti. He is generally believed to be & scion of
the_Xombojo femily (1B, p.138 £f.). The seme record shows
liahipSla I to be in possession of Uttara-RRdhd, more or
less identical- -with Gaude.

2e Pak. Arch, T0.3, pp.22 £f.

e The question will be discusced later.
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the indicationc ere,y in our view, ressonably clerr to support
this sacumption. In eny croc, there is no definite evidence

to suprest » hostile or subordinete relotionship.l "

The BE~hdurd snd FArdyrnapur imo~e—inserintions of Mehipdla

The only otherrecords from Esst Benserl which moy belons
t0 o Pfle king ere the two imege-inscriptions, slso discovered
in the Comilld district, doted respectively in the third ond
fourth rermel yerro of o king celled Mahﬁpﬁla.a The imrges are
specificrlly menticned to have been installed in Sematnte within
the dominions of thie king. There con be, therefore, no dicpute
that this Mehipfle was rTuling over Sematata in the third end |
fourth years of hic reipn. Ie is styled only *Sri' in the first i
end 'moharajadhiraja' in the second record, but there con hordly
"be any doubt that one and the seme person is referred to in both
$¢ casese. Paloeographically, the inscriptions have been doted
t6 & period between the lant quarier of the 10th end the 1llth

centuries A.D.3

Some controversy exists regarding the identity of this
king. The evidence of palaeography hos not been able to solve
the problenm because mure then cne prince of this nome is knawn
to have been =zssociated with Bengel during thot pericd. The

1. Cf. Ind.Cnlt., VII (1940), ppe409 ff.; JK.I.H., XLII,
PPeGOL ffe

2e For details, see App. Ay Nos» 43-44.

3. Eo, XVII' p.355; E‘Iﬁ, KVI, p-633; Ind..Cult., IX' p.122.
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records do not give any indicetion of the kings lineage. As
such it is possible to suggest his identification wuith ony
of the following four rrinces beorins the ceme meme: (i)
Mehipala I {c. 988-1038 AJD.) end (ii) Mehlp®la II (c. 2070-75
AJD.) of the Pilo dynasty 3 (iii) Mohipdla I (ce 912-44 A.D.)
of the Gurjors Protihdra dyncsty of XKonouj; end elso poosibly

(iv) & hitherto unlmown prince of Sematate of that names

Among theze four, the claim of the Pretihdra Mohipala
iz the weakest. This identificoation wes suggecsted by D.C.
Ganguly,l but it has not been accepted by any other scholer.2
Genguly®s view is based on the foct that Pratihara lohipdlats
father Hohendrapila I conquered South Bihar end North Bengel
fron the P51as;3 but there is sironz evidence to prove thot the
Pratihdres were custed from the P3la territories much esrlier
than the third' year of Hahipvla's reirm. Noreover, there is
no proof whatsoever that Comilla district (Samataﬁa) ever formed
a part of his ¢ his father's kingdom.4 Paleeosraphical evidence
is also oagainst it; Bhattasali, the editor of the first record,
places it about 976 A.D..5 while Sir¢or, the editor of the second
record, places thoi in the 1lth centuryé—- much too late for
associating them with PreitibiFra Mellipdla., This identification
-may therefors be definitely rejected.

1.  IiQ., XVI (1940), pp.179 £f,

2,  Ibid., 631 £f.; ibid., XXVIIT (1952), pp.5l f£f.

3. HB, p.129; IQ., XV, 511; ibid., XVI, pp.179 £f., 632.
4o  IHQ., XVI, ppe631 ff.; ibide, XIVIII, pp.51 £f.

5.  EL, XVII, .355; L0, XVI, p.633.

6. Inde Cvl%., IX, D.122.
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H.C. Roy's sungestion thot thipﬁla of theme inscriptions
meay be a hitherto unimown ruler of Samata@a,l thougch not
invrobwble is purely hypotheticol. Tue duplicetion of surges—
tionc con such insufficient dota ic, o the ccholer himself
odnits, undesirable. The suggrsiion moy be kept in mind, but

we do not regerd it 2s a procticel proposition.

That lesves oaly two contenders, Mehipfla I and II of the
Pala dynoaty. Althouga there ic no definite proof, most scholers
are in fovour of identifying the ruler of the ingcriptions with
one of these two Pala kings. Thelr comnection with Bengel ig
unquestionedf?nd their dates elso agree quite well with the dotes
suggested by the palaecogrophy of the records. (m these grounds
the records can be equally attributed to both of them,but scholars
generally prefer'nahipﬁla I (c.988-10§6 A.D.),2 beccuse he is
well-lmown for the restoration of the pitrye-rajya (ﬁaternel

kinzdom) and its extensior in all direeticns.>. The atiribution
gseens 1to fit in well with the fame and glory of the reign

which history and trediticn combine to ercate. Certain suthorities
even assume 'pitrva-r2iwm' {0 neen South—Ebst Eengal, end take

thene records as ovidence of its restoration.4 Thus, on the

becis of these assunptions, Méﬁzbﬁla I hes beenkredited with the
]

conguest or restoration of the whole of Bengal end Bihors

le .]_:H_go; VI, Ppe631 ff.

2. _;:9_12._(1-1 p0632; ibidcy XXVIII’ P.sS; '.;E_E?_o’ p-137; Ind.Cult
VIIQ pp.411-12; lbldo' IX’ p.123.

3. @.9 pp.136 £fe; JASB, LXI’ PrTT ff.

40 Ind‘Cul't., Vii' PI);411 ffo
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Mahiphla II (0.1070-75 A.D.), on the other hand, is not fovoured
o he is lmown to have had a very short and troublesome reign

terninating in the sucoescsful Keivarta ré@lt.l 4

The inclusien of Bihbr ond Horth and West Bengal in the
Pala kinsdom of that time is undoubted, though Mahipala I's
own conquest or restoration of them mey now be very much doubted.
The limited noture of his eunccess has been pointed out by HeCo
Ray by on analysis of the earlier sourcea,2 end this is now
supplemented by the evidence of the Chandra records.3 They
elso dispose of the populer theory thot Vigrahapala II (c.960-
88 A.D.) lost the Pala kingdom end fortunes to the Kembojos

k) 3 o4

in-pearohi—ef-iiodp——and—refuse, ond thet 14 was his i{lluctrious
son snd successor Mahipala I, who by hic heroic efforts restored
the podorred dimedem ond revived its glory. It is now proved
beyond any doubt that the Kambojes appearedlin history as eorly

es the time of Trailokyanchondra, the contemporary of Rijysapala .
{¢» 908-940 A.D.)* whose kingdon wes ueurped, sud it wes Gopdla II
(G. 940-960 4.D,) who partislly restored ity The current
inpression regerding the reign of Mahfbéla I is greated partly

by dtradition based on insufficient grounds and partly by the
nisappropriation of the eunlogistic verse of Gopila IIﬁaiscuased
above),

1. E_:Eo' XVII’ po3555 _I_-‘Ir'_lgg XVI' p0632; Rﬁy. M.g I, p.311o
2 Ihiday Ppe315-2435 I1Q, XVI, p.633.

3 Poke., Arch. Hoe3y ppe25 ff. : ) 3 » ’

40 I-bid.-’ ppnaé, 31"'20
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The aveiloble sources indicnte that at the time of his
pccesscion, MNehipdla I most probebly inherited the territoriec
of South Dihdr and FNorth Bengnl from hic predececsor; his owm u
conquests were limited %o North Bibor and Uttero-RFGhi (West
Bengol);l If the prgsent records are attributed to hinm,

Sametata —and aprorently elso Venge-will hove to hoe sdded to

his conquestss This implies en irrecomcileble politicel situr=—
tion, directly in conflict with the evidence of coptemporory
recordcs The Pala commection with Vaﬁga—Samats@a before the

end of Chaudra rule rests on unsure grounds. Tiore is cobsolutely
ro evidence to prove, exzcept the lNondbulk inscripticn, thot

the PAlas bofore Mehipils II hoed sny link with this region.

Tho popular theory of Pdla supremrcy in Erstern Bengal is bosed

e

on the semi-historical legends of Tﬁranathaz and certain

inaccurate reforences in foreign‘recordz.3 vn the other hasnd,

‘10 less then 13 records of the Chendres perdod nmow firmly establish |
R ninterrupted succession ef~Chemdra—zals in Voriga~Somateta for ’
five gererations from Trailckyachendra to Govindachandra, cover—

ing a period of more than 150 years from c. 9OOA.D.;4 The TMrumalai
inscription in particular proves that CGovindachandra was in

possession of Vange-Samatata till 4.D. 1021—23,5 long after

the third and fourth years of Mahipala 1°s roign; - '

le  HBy pp.137 £f. j JASB, Letters, VII, pp.218 £f.

2e rbidog pp.182 £fes mo' XVI, pp.219 ff.

3. HBy DPpel5-16, 1E~19; Sen, Some Hist. Asp., Dpe32T.
4e Palt Arch, 0«3, DPDe26~2T.

S BBy ppel37=9e
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The P3la records definitely stote thoi their kin-sdon wes
usurped ond thelr fertune was at its lowest obb at the time
of Nohipdla I's occession.l It is known from his BFngorh gront
thot till the 9th yeor of his reigm he was engozed in o sirus-le
with the EKombojes. for the restoration of the paternal kincdom;z
end this rmuct hove required his entire strengths The records
_ leave no doubt that in these ecrly years NehipFis I wes ruling

a decaden? principality.3

Conld such a monerch pozciblly heve
the obility to lesd on expediticn to Samnteta andmfrost it
from the powerfal snd well-esteblished Chandras inAfirmt few
sirucgling years of his reign ? Since Samatata could not have
been reteined by him for two years without controlling the
intervening tervitory of Venga, the attribution would alco
inply kis conquest of Vaﬁga,4 thot is sthe totel liquidation of
Chandra rule in South~East Bengal! The attribution of these

inseriptions to Mahipéla I nust thorefore be rejected.

We may now exsmine the claims of Nohipila II. The main
objection to his identification is his short end trouble scome
reizn. All suthorities however agree that Yahipala IT ruled
for o% least four,if not five, yuars.s ond that there is no

1.  Ibid., pp.136, 14l.
2.  EL., XIV, pp.324.
3¢ IHGe; XV, D.511a
4. Ibid, XXVIII, p.55.

S5¢ HBuy ppe149 £f.; Ind, Cult., VII, p.412.
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record of eny serious foreign invesion during this period.

Iis reicn, particularly the last part of it, wes no doubt full
of troubles: there were consplrecies epgeinst him end he is
Iciovm o heve thrown his own brothers, Sirepdla ond Rmnpiln,
into prison, but ultimgtely lost both his throne snd life in
a ptrusgle egoinst his rebelliova chiefs. One of the cheorpes
recorded egrinst him is thot Yhe wes eddicted to verfore'y end
thet disregerding wise counsel, he led o smell force rgoinct
the powerful rebel chiefy ond met with disaster.l but even
this criticiom shows thet he wos no cowoard. Thus two focta,

hie five yeerz reipn free from foreisn interference end perconal

courcge on the bottlefield, somewhot militate agninst the objection to .

his identificetion. Althoush the Koivarta revolt wos 2 mojor
disesatery there is no indicetion that before thet michep the
affairs of the state were not sufficiently under control or
4hot Nehipdla IT wes not in e position'to undertoke a militory
rpeedition to Samataqa. The political éondition of thet time
certoinly does not make such an effort improbeble or difficult,
After the end of Govindachondra's reign, sometime in the middle
of the 11th century 4.De, there wos no comparcble power in Sauth-
Brgt Hengal to forestall such en aﬁfﬂck. Thus, in our view, i%
ic not beyond the ranze of possibi%y thet MahipAla II - in his
first or second year led an expedition to Veliga-Semetata and
‘extended his dominion to these regions. But, as ve will see
presentlys he may alsc have, ia 2ll probobility, inherited

> > : 1
thease territories from hig pre@gesaor.

’ a
1, The deteils are recorded in Sarndhykera Nendi's Remocoerite
composed between 1140 ond 1155 A.De (ede R.C. Mo Jjumdor,
Rajohohi, 1939).

Eea T —
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The sttribution of these inccriptions to Mehipola II wes
first sugnested by Doni, primerily on the beels of Chondra
chronclogzy: 'I mointein thot the Poala ruler con be no other
thon lohipsla II, who ectobliched his authoriiy in Sometots
when probably the Chgndra Tule hed come to on cnd'.1 Even
D.C. Sircor who favours ﬂaﬂfﬁﬁln I hos to admit thot Ythere
is no inherent improbebility in the identification of thzpﬁla
of the Bightura inseription with Iahipala II (c. 1080-84 A.D.)
of the Pilo dynesty ee.. In thot case we may think of a continuous
Chondra rule in Eastern Bengel without eany Pala interregnum'2
vith the recent discoveries of six Chrondra inscriptions,3 the
question of Ycontinuouz Chendra rule in BEastern Benzel is no
longer debatadble, Ehereforéjif we ere to accept contemporory
evidence rather than conjectur, theories of modern scholers, we
mist place rala oceupation of Vaﬁga—Semataﬁa eftor the time of
Govindachsandras. In that cese, Mehindla II seems to be the only
Taler to whom these two inscriptions can be stiridbuted at present.

48 hinted above, Samatata (ond for thet matter Vohga also),
pay not have been concuered by Mehipdla II himself. Certain
facts sugmest thrt he may have inherited this territory from
his pred@cecgor. One Surefvera or Surpila, esuthor of 2 medicel
work called éabdanr@d{bn, nmentioned that his father Bhadrefvera

1. Pelzs Arch. Mo«3, 1293 Proc. I.H.C. Aligerh, 1960, p.308.
2. 1“1(1- C‘Ll].t., VII' p.4l2o

3. (1) Sylhet CP of érichnndre, veer 5, (2) IMedenpur CP
~ of érichandra, year 46, (3) Docce CP of KolySprchondro,
(4-5) two Kainemeti CP of Ladahachendra, cnd (6) Meinometd
CP of Govindachendrs. For details, sSco App. A, bpe 314 £f-
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served ps ¢ court phycician to Romepdla, styled Vongchvora,
evidently the Pala kins (e. 1077-1120 A.D.); his grendfother
Devegona served king Govindechondr~, doubtlescs the loct Chondra
kirg (c. 1020-50 AeD.), in the come capacityol The Qdntes of

botlh Govindechendre ond, RBemepdla are known from independent
gources (Tirumolai inccription and RSmochoriis ); this oynchronisn
provides corrcboration. nd althoush 44 is not steted so,

the Pala occupnrtion of Vengo-Semetotn after the death of Covinde-
chondra, apparently without o gopy secmc to be implieds In

thot cocey we may assume that the trensfer of outhority fook

place during the time of Vigrshapila IIT (c. 1055-70 A.D.),

or even elighily earlier. This is supported by the fact thot

no Chendra ruler after Govindachondra is known, end a reference

in the Pala records says thot Vigrahepila III Ytraversed the
esstern region in course of his di~vijo c'-a The P3la §ossession
of South~East Bengel during the time of lahipals II seems to

be definitely ectablished by thexe two inscriptions. The continua-
tion of the Ffla domination in the svea till Ramapalats time is

indicated by the reference in the ‘éabdapradipa' and also

probably by en omigsion in the Rimecherits ' to mention Eastern
Bensal when other territories under Romapila's feudatories were
nentioned, this being token as sn indication that Eastern Bengel
wes under the direct rule of the Ple I:in{;.3

le HB, p.317; Pek. Arch. Fo.3, p.26; J. Esgeling, Cat.
Sanserit MST; India Office Lib., Part V, pp.974-7.

oLie pp-125“6; Ind. Cult, VII' p.4120

a

2e

o

3. id.

|
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The Pala gupremrcy, however, did not lest long. The
whole of Vahga—Samsta?a oT ét least a major port of 1% seems
to have passéd to the foreisn Yfdeve dynesty of Varmens chortly
after or oven during the reign of Romopala hincelfer The
Varmens in their.turn vere supplonited by enother foreisn dynesty,
the Senos of Kernats, within the ssme century.2 M™is was &
period of great turmoil end confusion, ond much is yet unlmown
or insufficiently kmown. But no new record or fresh informa-
tion regarding these twe dynacties hos come to light in recent
yoars, ond therefore we do not intend to deal with them in

the present work.

In summing up we moy reasonably conclude that the region
of Venga-Sematate did not come under the File supremecy before
the death of Govindechond?a; the trensfer cccurred most
probably durinz the time of Vigrahaﬁ?la“III. The Mendhuk inscrip-
tion of Gopsla II dees not esteblish Pale suzerainty over this
region; rether it supports the evidence of the Chendra inscriptiong
regarding the temporary refuge of Gopdla II in Sematata before
his reinst-tement by'ériéhendra. The other two epigraphs are
attributeble to Mehipzla II, thus confirminz the F3la possession

cf Vaﬁga—Samata?a after the death of Govindachandra.

s g

-

The georraphical informetion supplied br the Béghaurd
‘
and NErEyagpur inscriptions is interesting. Ve now have evidence

from a considerable nuber of epigrephs regarding the geographicel

1. Ibid.g p¢413; E, polée' 197 £f.

2 Ibide, PD.204 ff. B
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position snd limits of the encient kingdom of Sematata. From

the data supplied by them it is possible to sry with certeinty
that this kingdom wes formed by the trans~lMeghna tracts basicdlly
consisting of the Comilla-Nodkhdli plein .1 The present inccrip—
" tions provide yet apother proof in support of this view. The
identification of the villages of Bilokindokn of the Bighaunta

snd Bilikendhelza of the Héréyappur inscriptions with the

modern villege of Bilskeadusi in the Brahmanbaria subdivision

of the Comilld district is sigmificent in this respect.

1, _}p__-_g P029; Pzk. Arch, 30.3' [)0240

2a . E_I_o, XVII’ po353; Ind. Cult’ Ix’ pp.122—23.



APPENDIX A.

A LIST OF PRE~NUSLIN INSCRIPTICNS OF SOUTH-EAST BFRGAL

This liet includes the known Pre-liuslim epigraphical
records discovered in South-Ecst Bengol end o01@g other records
discovered outside this srea bui hoving elther direct or indirect

beoring on its history. Minor records such as imege-inscriptions,

clay end terrescotta toablets, inccriptions on pottery, etc,
which supply no useful informetion for this study sre excluded.
lio have given a2 selection of principnl references to publico-
tions to facilitate further enquiry; but becouse of the lensth
of the Dissertotion we have had to exclude zll deccriptive
accounts of the contents, and diccussion of ascme of the problems
raised by them. However, an historicel outline is given in

the introduction of each section which mey give some hint sbout
the contribution of these records in their respective periods.

Maurya Periocd {(3rd. cent. BeC.a)

Yo record of the Mauryss hes yet been dimcovered ih South-
Enst Bengal, ond there is no direct reference to this region
in their inscriptions elsewhere. DBut evidence of Maurye rule
in North Bengal is apparently proﬁided by record No.l, &nd it
is most unlikely thoat this region lyins on the border of the
‘yoot enpire could have existed without some sort of subordinste
relationship. Otherwise; only one doubtful record is known f{rom
this region which may be ascribed to pre-Cupta timez,

R e D]



208 '

1. Mehdsothin Stone-pleque inscription (¢. 3rd. cent. B.C.).
Referencess JASB} RS, XXVIII, pp.l23 £f.; EI., XXI,
pp.83 ff. ' [ *
2. SiluR Impge-inscription (2nd, cent. B.C. ?)s There
are strong arguments agoinst scceptinz so early a date
for this unpublisged end nissing inccription. References ASIR,
1930~34, Ptel, p.38. - A

“Cypta Period (4th cente AlDe)

Two recorde are known from Bengal st the opening of the
Gupte pericd, both from outside this region. One refers to it
‘incidentally, while the connecticn with the pther is only inferred.
They however throw light on the political condition of Enstern a
India.
3+ MNehersuli Iron-pillar inccription of Chondra (c. early
4th cent. A.Ds)e The record refers to a military victory
in Vangee References: Cel.X.y III, Pp.l139 £f.; HB; pp.l47-C.
4. Susunia Rock inscription of Chorndravarman (€350 A.Ds).
One scholar comnectie this king with the fort of Chondre-
varmen at Kotalipadd, Feridpur district. Referencess C.l.I.,

III, ppe8, 1405 EI., XIV, Dp.36T £fe ‘

Gupta Period (c. 320-507 AeD.)

_ The following two Gupta recorde previde the first episraphicel
references to Sometato and direct evidence of Gupta rule in

this region ond varicus otker informetion, supplemented by the

finds of Gupta coins (see Appendiz B).
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5. Al1@b&b3d Pillar~-inscription of Samvdregupte (c. 335-
376 A«D.). It mentions Semotata es & frontier (pratyents)
,kingdem subordinate to the Gupte empire. References CeIoIey °
pp.8, 309 ff, . ’
6. Gupﬁighaq Copper-plate inscription of Voinyesupta,
Gupta year 188 (= 507-8 A.D.). It wec discovered in
the ComillA district snd provides evidence of Gupta rule in the

arer, The villane of Gunikorrahera of the ingcription hos been

identified with Gunéighor, the find-spot. References: El., XV,

Post-Cunta Period (6th cent. A.D.)

This is regerded ss 2n obsture period. But'fortunately,
fron a number of inscriptions snd coins of three kings, Gopo-
chondra, Dharmdditya and Semadch3rrdeva, we know something of

the political condition of Vehga in the 6th century A.D., thoush

we have #s yet very little information about these kings themselves

or their contemporaries. They are, howevery, the eorliest kmown
independent rulers of South~Enst Bengel. Their order of succesz-
sion ds not yet settled beyond doudbt, but their period is more
or less setisfoctorily fixed on the besis of poleeography ond
of the historical data furnighed by their inscriptions end
coinss The centre of their authority seems to¢ have been round
Ko@5lip5§§ in the Foridpur districty the site of the 'fort of
Chrandravarman' referred to in one of their records, and the
findspots of five of these incceriptions,
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7. Joyarampur Copper-plate iﬁscription of CGopechondra,
year 1. Reference: Orissa Hiatdrical Resenrch Journal,
XI, Fo.4, pp.206 ff. ‘ .
8. lMallasZrul Copper-plate inscription of Gopachendra,
 gear 3 (or 33)s These two inscriptions (Wos.7-8)
seem to indicate the westwerd extenszion of Gopachendra's kingden
. to include the trens-Bhagirathl territories of the Vardhemdna
ond Denda bhuktis, Roferences: El., XXIII,; pp.l155 £f.} JASB,
Lotters, XXIV (1958), pp.31 ff.
9+ TFaridpur Copper-plate inccription of Gopachandrs, year
_ 18, This and the nexzt four plates were diccovered ot
Kotalipadd; the village of Dhruvilsti mentioned in the plate
hos been identified with modern Dhulat noor the £indspote
References: Ind. Ant. XXXIX {1910), pp.195 £f.; JASB, nS, VII,
pp.476 ff. . : .
10. Feridpur Plate of DharmZdityey year 3. Thic record
elso mentions Dhruvilati. Reference: as in No.O.
1}, Feridpur plate of Dharé?ditya, undated. Referencess
23 in Fo.%.
12, Xurpela Plate of Saméch&ﬁ?eva, year T. The plate
has not yet been edited 2nd the detsails are not kmown.
Referencest JASB, IS, VI. ppe429 ff.; VII, pp.476 £f.
13. Ghugrdhzti Plate of Samdchdradeva, year 14. It mentions
the 'Fort of Chandravermen', identified with the
encient fort at Kotalipfdd. Referencest as in No.l2; EI., XVIII,
PP«T4 £,

¥hodre Period (7th cente AsDe)e

<

The Eshrafpur plates of Devakhadga discovered in the last
century introduced the esrliest known independent dynssty of

.
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)

Scmototas Since then the discovery of o number of other records
end & fow coing, particulerly from the recent exceveticns at
loindmatiy hove sirmificontly added to our knowledges The
information derived from the indisenous sources hoo also been
supplenented by cortain referconces in tho occounts of the Chinece
trovellers. There are a iumber of problems regerdings the Khedga
Xinsdoo end chronology, but consideration of economy in space
ond time of thoe present work does not pernit us to diccuss them
at precent.

14-15. ZAshrofpur Plotes A end B of Develhodsn, both doted

yoar 13. 9he plates were icsued from the Ehodpoa

capital Jogr=Korminmto=Yoocke, ddentified with moderan Badkinta
in the Comilla district. BDesides Devokhodsa, the pletes mention
prince RZ jordjobhota, identified with the king RFjobhata of

Samatata of the Chinese account; queen Probhivati, and the earlier

kings of the dymasty. e Chinese synchronisnm esteblichos RAjord jo-

bhatats dete in the third querter of the Tth ceatury A.D. {c. 671
4.D.)s Reforence: ASB Fem.I, No.635 JASB, I'S, XI%, 1p.375 ff.
16. Doulvﬁ@i Sarvvﬁqi—imageuinscription of Devalhedgo's
queen, PrathvatE. This short record elco gives the
geneclogy of the Khodoa éymasty and confirms the evidence of
the ebove plates (Nose 14-15). Roferences: EI., XVII, ppe357 £f.;
Phottasnli, Iconmography pre.203 ££5.
17-18. Imindmoti Plates of Devekhodoa (2}, unpublished.
They bave been Lriefly noticed in Chopter IV umder
Tiose 4 l=2.
19. Meinfmoti Plate of Dalabhrta, Khodga dynosty (7),
mmpubiished. It has been noticed in Chapter IV under
A 3. DBelabhota's three gold coins have also been noticed in
tho seme chapter wnder B 12-=14.

.
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Pronsition Period (7th cent, A4.D.)

This is en obscure period represented by & cingle domaged
record of cryptic style. Some of the viilel informetion of the
record is lost and its ekwiveesd style'makes it difricult to
follow the events it-asscmdis, so thal insterd cof being helpful,
it k2e ectuaslly created 2 humber of warecolved problems. The
importance of the record lies in the fact that it holds the
key to Khodge~Rita-Errly-Deva caronclogy which is at present
fixed on the doubiful grovnds of pelaeography cnly.

20. Tippera Plate of SAmrnte Loken®tha, year.44. It

refers to Lokenbiuo's overlord (Poromebvrra) whose

nene is lost, to one Jéyvtuﬁggvarga, not identifir-ble ot present,
ornd to a king called Jivvdhﬁrszﬁ, identified with Jivadﬂﬁra¥a
Rats of the Xrilin plate with which it besrs a close resemblence.
The first fizure of the dote is missing, #nd {his hao given '
rise $o0 a nurber of speculative theories. References: El., XV,

D301 ffe} Seny Some HisteAsDe, 142' 227 £f

Rota Pericd (later port of Tth cents. A.D.)

The E3ta dynesty of Sematata is known from & single copper— .

‘plote inscription recently discovered in the Comillfi district.

It wes izsued by, gecond ruler of the dynasty, éridhﬁrspa Rata,
fronm his capital at Devepsrvzta, now identified with the southern
part of the LAlmAi hills. The first king, Jivedhdrana Rats
appears to have sterted his coreer o5 a vossal of the some

overiord of Lokeddtha as indicated in inscription ¥o.20,

. end subsequently asserted his independence. Tae reference to

[ ST
.
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Dovapnrvbta is of great significence; éhronologicnlly, it comnects

tie Rotos with the Early-Dovas who retoinod the serme copitel,

end thus would appear to have succeecded them without a hirtus. -

. On the boois of the informeotion derived from the inscriptions

of these two dynasties! we would suggest the following order of

succession in Semntatas KhedorseLokon?the=Ritos-Eerly Devose Seme

Scholers, however, generally plece the Khodges loter theon the

E5%as, purely on grounds of poleeography; this, in cur view,

conflicts with the evidence of the P2ta ond DBerly Deva rocords.
21, Eoilgn Plate of ééidhEraga Rita, yeor 8. Desides ¢

the donor, the plate mentions his fother, king JIvadhErapn '
R5tay ond Yuverdja Baledhfrena R3tre It describes the capital i
¢ity of Devaparveta a3 o hill ford of Sorvotobhadreka style,

encircled by the bo rlvez Esirodd like a moate This river
hos Poen identxfieﬁgﬁgg‘oihs EKhira or Khirnai, a broanch of tho
GumuitAfhowinw by tho side of the Heinfmeti ridpe. The record
also mentions the Rotnatroya shrine which we have provisionally
idontified with the anila Iura shrinee. Referencess IlQ, XXII,

Pp.167 ££.3 XXIII, pp.221 f£f.

Eorly-Deve Period (8%th conte. AJD.)

We bkove alreody discusced the hictory end culture of this
period in choptor III and briefly noticed the Main®moti plates
of this dymosty in chapter IVe Tho following records of this
fonily ?:,: Iznownz :

22+ Calcutta Plato of Bhovodeve, year 2. It gives the

gencalogy of the dynesty ond en eloborate description

of the copitol city of Dovapervata. It slso montions the Ratnn-
troya ghrine of Vendemeti Vihdrika. Reference: JAS JASB, Letters,
XVIX, pp.83 f£f. '
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23, Ibinfmeti Plate of Bhovodeve, yenr. 12. Tot yct
published; see details in chopter IV mder A.4.
24-26. IinTmoti Plates of the Darly-Deve period, vmpublished; ~
gee chopter IV, A S5w7.

The Histus (Qth cent. 4,1,)

Though now we kove conziderable cultursl naterial of this
perind from the MHeindmati ewcavetions end seme kmowledge of
its ettt #nd architecture, we have precticelliy no information
about its politicel historye. Only cne incomplete record of
Kﬁntideva)tho Inddhist king of forikele, and come ceoins of en
Anra Cyarsiy roughly dateble to this periocd are known., The

te of Kinitidevo ir fized on peleecgrephical grounds . o3
between A.De 750 %o 850, thiv pesdsl ere ko,

27. Chittagong Plate of XAniidewa, undated end incomplete.

It gives. the genealogj of the dymaaty; but the
kinzdor was apparently esteblished by KXatideva. (His capitel,
Verdhemnapura, is not identifiable. References: EI., XXVI,
Ppe«313 £7.; IB., ppel34 ff.

Chondra Period (10thellth cent. A4,D.)

The history and chrenology of this period have been dis~
cussed in ctépter Ve
28, Sylhet Plate of éffchandra, year 5. Reference:
Thnttosali vol., ppﬁléé £fe '
29. Deopal Plate cof érfthndra, wndated. References:
I.B.y ppel £f.; EI., XII, pre.136 £f.
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30+ Kedsrpur Plate of Srichondrs, undateds References:
| I.Bey DPps10 £fej EI., XVII, pp.188 £f.
31, ©Idilpur Plate of érichandra, undated. Referencest
El., XVII, pp.189 ff.; IBey PP.192, 195=6,
~ 32. Thulla Plete of érichanﬁra, year 35« Referencess
I.B., ppelC5=6: El., XXXIII, pp.134 £f.
33. Nedanapur Plate of érfbhandra, year 46. Rofercnces
EIey XXVILI, Pp.51~8, 337-9.
34. Diced Plste of Kalycnachendra; unpublished,ond the
contente are not fully kmcwn. Only incideninl
references to the plate occur in other publications. Referonces:
Pake Avch. No.3, pp.22 £f.; Proc. I.H.e, “ligazh, 1360,

Pp.26 f£f. X1,

35=36. Maindmati Plates of Ledoalachandre, year 6, Jostha
LX)
AsFdha respectively. Refercncet Pake. Arch.
ARESUR :
To.3, ppe22 ff. . .
oy, 37. ‘Bhzrellan ﬁartteévara—image inscripticn of Ladehr—
~ L
chandrz, year 18, The inscripiion mentions the name
of the image, and the date provides information sbcut the length

of this king's ruies FKReference: Bhetiaseli, Iconography,

 pp.lid £f.; EI., XVII, Pp.349 ff.

E 38. Nainanati Plate of Govindachandra, undated. References
Phke Arche H0edy Ppe22 ff.
Z?O 3%. Knlkugi Surysa=imege inccription of Covindachendra,
, yesr 12, Reforonce. EI. XXVII, pp.24 £f.; XXVIII,
PPr.339£ff.; XXXIII, pp. 103 £f.
«}.! 40, Paikpdda {or BetkR) Visudeva-imoge inscription of

-

Govindachandra, yeer 23, It providem some evidence
of the lenzik of CGovindacheondretls reign. Referoncess El., XXVII,
PDe26 £fe; Ind. Culte, VII, pp.405 £f. T

-
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4ls Tirumalei Rock-inscription of Rijendra Chols X,

yoor 13 (= A.D. 2025)}. It refers to the Chola

invesion of Bengal between 1021 and 1023 A.D. PReferencest
K.4s¥, Sestri, The Cfolesy pp.247 f£f.; EB., pp.137 £f.

P31a Period (11the12th cont. A.D.)

.

The histcry of this pericd hns been discussed in chepter
Ve Only three P3la reccrds are kmown from South-Eest Bengels
42, Nondhuk Ga@eéa—image inscription of Gopala II,
gear 1{Pl. €X_ ).  References: V.R.S. Mon. 8, 1950,
Pp.104 £f.3 LIy, XXVIII, 1pp.55 £f.
43. Bighdura Nereyone-imege inscription of Fohipala
(Ir ?), yeor 3. References: El., XVII, ppe.353 £f.;
IHQ., XXVIII, pp.51 ff.

44, Ndrayenpur VinSyake~image inscription of lahipala
(1T 9), year 4, References Ind. Cult., IX, pp.121

Vermon Period (Lote 11th-124h cent. AJD,)

A foreign Brohmenical dynasty of Varmens succeeded the
Buddhist Piles in Ezstern Benzal in about the last quarter of
the 11tk century A.D. fThieir chronology is meinly based on
certnin historical syanchroniesms with the Palas and Kelochuris
and plsc or the polacographicel ovidence of their incceriptions
But neither the history nor the chronolezy of this period is
yet difinitely cettled., Nor do we have sny precise knowledge
about tiae genealogy of the femily or the extent of their kingd
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I'o new record or information rezsrdinz this period hac come
to light in recont yeers. Therefore, ve shell only list their
inseriptions without discunsin~ the problemc. .
45. Talenda Stone inscription of Vipulasrimitre, undated.
It refors t0 the Duddhict ascetic Kerunasrimitra of
Scmapura Vihdra kPéhBrpur) and records that "when his houce
wos Dburning, (being) set on fire by the opproachiny armies of
Vazsala, he atteched (himself) to the pair of lotus feet of
the Buddka (end) went to heoven". On paleeogrephical grounds
Kerupodrinitrats date is assizned $o the third or fourth querter
of the 11{k century A.D., Tovchly sbout the time when the
Vormens appeored in the history of Bengal. This invasion of
Yorth Bengel by a Vongila arny io therefore generally attributed
4o the Vermenc. Reference! LI.; XXI, pp.97 ffe; Ind. Cult.,
VI, Ppa55 £l
A6, Sauantasir Plete of Harivermen, yeer 42 {?). The
plate ves badly demeged by fire end the recding io
doubiful at ploces. Reference: EI., XXX, Ppe255 £f.; B4,
PP«.200 ff.
47. Thuvenesveva Stone inceripiiom of Thatta Bhovedevo,
4i2¢ Ireohwrin minicter of Horivermeone. References:
I.Beg PPe25 fis Eoley VI, pp.198 ff. _
L8, Vejreyogini Plate of Samelavormon, fragmentary.
Referencess: El., XiX,; pp.255 ff+; Mod.Rev., LII,
PPa529 £7,
49, Beldva Ploie of Phojrvormon, yeer 5. It gives the
gonealozy of the dyh~sty, brt the nome of Uarivermen
is 2 conspicucus cnissione Tae record slso estoblishes an

impertent historical synchronisnm among J&tevarmon, the secend
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ruler of the dynosty, the Kelochuri kinz Korney Vigrehopila
I1I =nd Divyes, the Koivortos chief of North Iensrl. PRefeorcnces:
I.B., pp.14 ff; E.I., XII, pp.37 ff. HB., pp.197 ff. ’

Scna Period (12th-~13th cemts A.D.)

The Senasy the other Brsamcnicol foreign dynesiy cf
KD?@E@@ erigin, supplanted the Vevrnons in aboul the besimming
of the 12th century A.De Veror with Vilreovopure os its copitel
mudoubtedly formed the centre of their kingdom, but there is
no evidence to show that they ever had ony dominntion over
the trens-leghni terrifories of Semntate end Sylhet. All their
eerly records were found cither culside the limits of South-
Erst Dengal or on its wegiern and norihern bhorders, clearly
spgresting that durings thet pericd the ectivities of this
family were concentrated there., It is during the rule of the
later Sennc, ﬁarticularly after the ioss of North end lest
" Bengal to tke Muslim conquerors, thnt lhe dynesiy setiled in
South-Dost Boenghl. The history of the fena period is compo-
roetively well-documented end adeguately recorded. Since no new
record of the Senes hos beexn discovered during the Fainfrnoti
excavations, nor indeed elsevhere, we shsll list their records
without discuscion.

50. Deopadra Stoze inzcription of Vijeyosenay undated.

Roference: I«Dsy pp.42 {{.
51, Darvackpur Plate of Vijeyosena, yeor 62 (7).
Roferences: I.D.p pneST If.3 El., XV, pp.278 ff.
52. PEikore nnnesi—-imege inscription of Vijayoseno,
undated. References: 1.8., P.168; ASIR, 1921-22,
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58.

59.

60,

61.

pp. 17 ff.
62,

63.

64.
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- Bhagolpur Suxryn-imnge inccription of Velldlegenn,

yeer 9. FReference: Ind, Arch., 1953-54, p.ll.
Taih3ti Plete of Vellilaseno, yenr 11. Refercnceo:
I.%., pp.68 #f.3 EI., XIV, pp.150 ff.

Govindapur Plete of Lak;mnnasona, yeor 2. Reference:
I.Bey D092 ff.

Tarfpondighi Plate of Lelgmennsenc, yeer 2. References:
I.Bay DP.99 £7¢; EI., XII, pp.6 £f..

Sunderban (Brlultcld) Plote of Loksmenesena, yeor 2

(or 3). Reference: I.B., PF.169 £f,

fulid Plate of Lokomeneseno, yeer 3. References

I.Boy DGO TT.

Dacch (Eﬁmfp?l) Chp;?i—imege incseription of Lakgmegocena,
year 3+ FReference:: I.i%., DPPell6 £f., EI., XVII,

~

/
Salztipur Pleote of Lak;mapasena, year 6. Roferences:
JRAS, 1935' pp.73 ff.; EIQ, X-XI, pp¢211 rf.
Hédhinogar Plate of Leksmopesenoy yeor 25 (2).

Reforences: 1I1.Bey, DPp.106 £f.; JASB, Letters, VIII,

Bhawal (R3javadi) Plate of Lokgmenosene, year 27.
Reference: J45B, Letters, VIII, pp. 1-39, 381-3.
aaqgapﬁﬁﬁ Plats of Vidveripesenn, year 14. References:
I.Bey PPe133 £fe; EI., XXXIII, pp.3l15 ff.

Calcutia SFhityn Porigat (liadhynpddd) Plate of

Vidvoriproena; date missinz. References: I.De, DPPe

140 £y EI., XXXIII, pp.320 ff.

65.

Edilpur Plate of Keéavesena, year 3. Roferences:
I.B.; DPP.113 #£7.; EI., X¥XXIII, pp.319 ff.
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A Nincr Dyneoty of the Senn Pericd (1196 A.D.)

66. Sundorbon (Rikaoskh®]i) Plete of Dommopnpelo, Solere
1118 {= 1196 A.D.). References: EI., XXVII, pD.
119 £f.; XXX, pp.4? £f.

Loter—Deva Period (12th-13th cent. A.D.)

4 nurber of rulerzs with nemes ending in.deva ore Imoim
frem inseripbions. They were ruling in the trens—loghnT trrcts
dorin- the.12th end 13th conturies A.D. Their recordsc gsupnly
some historical informmtion’but not much about themselves or
their dynostiesy and there is nc informetion obout their
relotionship with one enother. All were Veignevites. Some
were appnreﬁtly petiy loca2l rulerc, but at lecst cne dynesty
hod estoblished a more poverful kingdom end jalso!moy/nprobebly
have supponted the Later—Senecs in Veange. We provisonrlly
desisnoted thece rulers as Loter—Devos to distinguish them from
the Early Deves. . :

67. Iloindmeti Platqﬁ of Viradhorsdeve, year_ 15. Un-

publiched,; briefly noticed in chopter IV under Ho.A 1ll.

68. leinfmati Plate of Ronevahkemella Herikala”deva,

'year 17, Saka 1141 (= 1220 A.D.). Ue have briefly
referred to thic inscription in Chepters II and V. It describes
the capitel city of Pattikera which hnrs been identified with
the Meindnpeii ruins. References: V.R.S. lMon. 5, pp.l0 f£f.;

e, IX, pp.282 ff. - .

69. Nehor Plate of Damodrrerdeve, year 4, Scka 1156 (= AJD.

1234). The reoord givés the geneclory of this

dynesty end mentions Mehfragrfma of Sematoda tiridole which hos
. r
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been identified with Hehar , thewfindspot. Referencess El.,
XXVII, ppsl82 ff.; XXX, pp.42 ff.
70. Scbhirfmpur Plate of Dimodoradeve, year 6, $aka
1158 (= 1236 A.D.). PReferehce: EIl., XXX, pp.134 f£f.
71, Chittegons Plate of Dfmodaradeva, year 13, &cka
' 1165 (=1243 AD,). Moot of the plades nentioned
in the.plate have becn identified with those eround the findspot
near Cﬁjtagong. Roferences: IT«B.y pp.158 £f.; HB.y DPp.253.
’ 72. A3avaal Plate of Dedorothodeve, year 3. It wes
isgued from Vikramépura. the o0ld Sena capital, ap=-
parently after the fall of that dynesty. Dasarathedeva is
generzlly believed to be a successor of Demoderadeva, thoush
there is no direct evidence to establish the reletionship.
References: I.Bey, PDelEl £fe; EIl.; XXVII, pp.l184 £f.
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APPENDIX B.
St

COILS OF SQUTI-EAST BRIGAL
Yle have briefly discussced some of the interesting features
of the coins of Beﬁgal in the Cetologue of the leinnmati finds
(chepter IV). llere wo intend to moke 2 brief survey of the
coinage of Bengel with sneciel reference to the Meinfmeti
collection. Fost of the knovm cpocimene of Dengel coinose come

fron South~-Erst Bengal; this perhaps Justifies our title.

A. Coinore of Bencel

Very little hos hitherto been knowm about the pre-liuslim
coinnge of Bemgal. Its origin is cbscure snd the kmown speci-
meng before the Meinfmetl discoveries were few ond insisnificent,
nost of the finds being assignablé touthe CGupta or other foreirn
dynesties. |

I'svrvn Period

Our eorliest informotion is derived from the lMehfsthin
Brohmi inscription of the Mourys or immediaiely post-Meurya
poriod (Appe 4y No.l). It mentions two types of coins, the

sandeakes end kokrnikns. Wothing definite is lmowm adout them,
but‘the large anvober of silver punch-norked and cest copper
ccins recovered from different peris of the province snd
cenerally ossisned to the llrurya period probobly represent them.

There is ro direct evidence of Meuryve rule in South=Erst Bengel,

~i
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but the cccounts of the Greok ond Tuddhist writers peem $o
ouszest thet louryen suthority wosc eclmouledzed here end that
*Dengel followed the moin currents of genersl Indien econonic |
life'.1 Taio seems to be proved by the diccovery of punche-
norked silver eund copper cast colinzs ot Temlulr in the Midnepur
district,2 BeréchﬁﬁpﬁB end other places in the 24-Pargonfo
dictrict,” Wiri BAtor in the Dicch district? eond certain other
plrces in Forth and West Benmgel. Opinicns differ og to whether
copper preceded cilver, bul copper coinc are rore, ond silver

coins, which cerme 10 be knovm as puroncs or dh~ronng, oppelrr

0

to hove been nore current. There is no evidence thot thece
cecins were minted in Bengali the general view is thet they came

into the province from the west in the course of commerce.
Kvs/mraPeriod
T T —

& fow gold coins discovered in lest end Forth Bengel
represent the Kusﬁ?@mperiod;6 none however hos yot been found
in South-Erst Bengel. Cf these coinsy 8 few bearins the neme

of Ifuvigka were found in the Hoozhly and Dogra districts,7

1. fomurl Report, Decco lMuseun, 1935-3Gy Pe5e

2o ASIR, 1921-22, Du74j Ind. Arch., 1955-56 to 1960.

30 Ibia., ASIR' 1922-239 ph109o

Le Proc. ASH, 13794 pe245; 1882, pp.lll-13. ‘ -

Se Am. Fen., Docce IMuseumy, 1535«36; DeSe

6o  Ibide, Dod5; JASB, NS, XXVIII, pp.l27-9.

Te Ind. C?J.l't., Iv, Pe223.
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one coin of Koniska wesz fourd et &bmluk,l and nine other speci-

neng of Kbnigka ond Vanudéva came frem tho Hurshidndbhsd district.a

o copper or silver coins of thigc period heve yet been founds
These Ku/Trmpcoins do not seem to hove sorved ss o medium of

exchanze sud most probably ceme throuzh trade or with pilgrimo
ond soldiers.

It was in the succeeding period of the Impericl Guptas
that Bengol for the first time fully shared in the currency
ceystem of the Indian empire. This is attested by the lorge
zumber of CGupits zold end silver coins discovered in differeant
parts of Bongal. The Gupie coinegze wes essentially besed on
gold and gilver, thouch copper wes not wimown; but no copper
coin has yet been found in Bengel. Thae earlier gold coins of
the dymosty were mode after Fug fifna prototypes weighing about
122 greins. But from the time of Skendeagupta onwords the old

Hindu suverna standard of 146.4 grains wos moaintained, thouch
l‘the netal bécame progressively debased. The Gupta silver coins
generallylshow considerable veriations in welzght, but the speci-
mens found'in Bengol approxinmated to the standard weizht of

36 grains.é

* Gunta Pericd

The collection of Cupta coins in 3Bengal Bay be considered
fairly rich and representotive. It includes specimens from a

l.  Proc. ASB, 1882, p.113,
20 I.bida, 1890’ Pp.161-2-

3. Cf. Allen, Cuntr Dymastiess; Swmith, CCIM., I; Altcker,
Bovena Hoord; JASR, BS., XIX, HIum. Supp. XXIVII, pp.54 ff.

[ N
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nurber of hoards and siroy finds. ‘ihe first ond 2lso the
largect hoard wes discovered at Kelighiit near Celeutte in
1783;1 it contzined nmore then 200 p£o0ld coins found in & jar

on the bonk of the Hooghly. Mozt of them are now in the Bri%tich
Museum. The largesti number belomged to Kunmdresupta I and
Chondregupta II (Archer type), but Nercsithagupte, Kumdragunta
II ond Vignugupta were also reprecented. A soeller hoerd found
in 1852 ot FMuhfimmedpur in the Jessore district is reported to
have contained, along with three later zold coins, a nucher of
silver coinc beloncing to Chondrogupta II, FumfFregupta I ond
Skendegupta.g In 1883 another hoord of 13 gold coins was found

3

at Nédhevapur in the Hooghly district. 0f them one belonzed

to Semudregupta, five to Chendrosupta IT and soven to Kumbro-
gupnts I. Onoe of the rare silver coing of Chendragupta Il
(Vikrem3ditys type) was found at Sult2ngzonj in the Qistrict of
ﬁﬂunskldiﬁid[f)aloqg with a coin of the loast Uestern gfatrapa
Sveni Rudrasiﬁha.4 jAmong the other finds, oll of gold coinsg,

—

the following mﬁj-be nentioned. One coin of Kumfragsupta I

5

(Horsemon type) from Temluk in the lMidnopur district;” & coin

of Skondegupta (King and Cueen) eolso from the Midnapur district;6

i. Alian, Gupto Dywnnatics, pne.CXXIV £f.

2. JASE, 1542, pp.40l £f.; pl.XIIL.

3s Ihide, 1884, p.152 2nd fn.; 4llan, Gunta Dinnsties, p.CXXVIII.

Vof. X ]
de ASIR,A%;&'E! D127, Auma % Dj"\ﬂ&tm,ﬂa.GXXIX-C«XXX,
?
50 ) Proe. ASB' 1882' p.3.12. '

6. Smith, CCI!, To.7, p.127.
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two coins of Kumdragupta (Archer, Flcpheont with Attendent)

and ono o2 Skendopupia from MohFnenda in the Hooghly dist“ict;l
a ¢oin of Semvdregmoia (Spearmen) found near Hooshly; .2 another
coin of Semudrecupta from Chﬂ;dzghi in the Burdwon dis~rict;3
a2 coin ¢f Kumdvopupta I (Peocock 4ype), slso from the Burdwen
dist*ict;4 a coin saowinu the marricge of Chendrogupta I ond
Bontrodevi from Chandrekedusnrh (Rerachampa), end one coin of
Xunfreognupta II from Kharde, both in the 24-Pargants district;5
four coins, one of Chondrogupta II snd three of Skanfogupte,
all Archer typey; from Kotallpsua in the Faridpur dia;rict;6 one

colng are generclly rogerded %0 bo the normallssues from the

nore coin of Shondegupia from the Foridpur district. Theze
coniral “reasurles of the Imperdal dynasty.

Poct-Gunta Poriod. 'Imitotion' Gupto £old coing {6th-7th cent. A.D.)

In the period following the declire of the Imperial Guptas

in Bastern Indiz, wo come across an interesting ceries of

1, (£) JRAS,1893, pp.dl6-17; (ii) Proc. ASB, 1882, pp.9l,
104; Smith~CCIi, p.115s fmeles To.38 PL.XVI. 73 Allone
Qunta Dynosticn, Pe88y PL.XV. 163 (11i) Spith-CCIi,

2.  JRAS, 1889, p.70.

3, Jl. Tihor pad Orises Repeorch Society, 1919, p.05, Pl.I.1l.

de Descrintive Liust, Musoum of the Vaiziya Sfhitye Porisot,
Calcutsa, pelle

5 (1) Inul?ﬂ Archreolory, 1955-56, p.623 (ii) ibid.,
-'-95 )9 L’*T*ﬂ

G JASBg T0.XIX (1923), Tum, -’uppl. XX."LVII’ PR«ST

70 R.Ps Chonda = G'\uchrz‘.j“”?a..r 9 VaRSe m5js}.lahi’ 1923 ' p-s.
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light-woisht tokens of debosed gold mode in imitetion of the
Gupta currency; they moy be regorded as the firct resl currency
of Bongael. From the known provensnce of the collected specimens,
these coins appear to have been very much current in South-

Erst Benmel during the period between the 6th and Tth centuries
AJJD. Tis is confivmed by the identificetion of some of the

- -— 4 .
kinzs nomes in the lesends such es Samdcharcdeva, Sedinko,

Joyonaga, otc. This post-Cupta sezies wmay be convealently divided

into two distincet groups, ana ecrlier and 2 later, showing
interesting developmente. From 3he eoarly growp which iacludes
coine of Samdchoradeva, it is evident thet tho irmediste succes=

sors of {the Gupta rulecrs in Peazal stricily adhered to the

’ - —
traditions of the Iaperirl coinsge. Sedanka sand Jayonsga followed

the practice, pdding, however, some immovationc. Inm the loter
gcroup vrepresented by the 'Initation' coins of their successors
who are not identifiable at present, the general style and the

obverse figure are retained, but the reverse pattern is conpletely

chonzreds These later ceoins are also chorocterized by a pro-
gregsive debosement of their meinl end » clesr degradation both
in otyle and sxocution. The process continued till the time

ol the Kha@gasl vhen these YImitetion® coins hed practically

ro recerblance with their Gupta protoiypes. Thia pogt=-lupta
geries wag formorly recarded ss exclusively ainted in gold, but
wo bave alreedy noticed thai there are silver ond copper
gprecinens es va2lle In the study of this series {he contribution

1, Cfe Nos.B 12=14, pn.l64- 166 2bove.

[
.
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of #e lainfpati is sigmificent, as will sppeor from our brief
notice in chaptor IV.

Bhattaceli gave o list of the lmown cpecimens of the
t*Initation' coins collecied from Bangal,l vhile & numbor of
other scholors reported them from time to time. We hove
" alrcody mentioned the Gupta silver coins of the Nuh3mmadpur
hoard (Jessore district) which olso contained one gold coin
ench of SGchh?rafeva (the R53nlild coin), éaéiﬁﬁﬁu?nd an
*Imitotion' type.” The provemsnce of the othcghcoin of Sampe

chifrodeve (in the Indien Iuseum) is not knowne The above
YImitation! coin beers the figure of a stell horse srd a legend
{probebly "Sndhonynd as sugzested by Bhattasali)4 on the obverse;
it is compereble with the_ﬂsiﬁEmati specimen NG.D 3.

4 punber of Sadiilats gold coins ere kﬁf@ﬁz Smith listed
eight in the Indisn Huseum,5 Allan listed seven in the Dritish

S 6 - -
Huseunm and one in Russia, while one more is reported to be

1, Docca Eeview, X, pp.T78 f£f.; JASB, XIX, Mum. Suppl. XXXVII,

2 Ibide, XXI, ppe401-2; ASIN, 191415, pp.258-60, P1.LXIX;
Allrn,y Cunts D-mosties, p.l50, FL.XZIV.L5. :

3. Eﬁ.(}..l p..lz’9, PL.XXIV, 40
5. Smiﬁh, CCI‘T, p0122, Pl.XVIO 12.

Ce Allem, Cuoin Dyaeoties, pp.147-8, Plg.XXIII. 1416,
XXIV. 12, h
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diccovered at ¥Kaohononda in the Hooghly district.l Except this
end the Jessorecoin, the provenance of the others 15 not knowm.
sodfhiate only known silverc:z::mes from MeinFmati (Pl XXVI.G )e
His coins present a new obverse type with éiva reclining on

" bull Yendi and a fqll noon dize in allusion to his nome; the
Gupta Laksmi is retoined on the reverse.

The gold coins of the Vaioneve king Jayenfga (7th cent. A.D.)
who ruled fron Sedifka's capital of Kornesuvarne are known; |
Tour of them have been listed by Allen,e'But their provenconce
is nect knoﬁn. In general design, siyle oand execution, these
coins are closely related to those of éaéﬁhka, supporting the
view that ke succeeded the latter. A few wnassicned coins of
4this group bearins a close resemblance with those of Samdchdrae
deva end these two kings are also kuown. Some may belonz to
Gopachendra and Dharmaditya, the two other mown kings of this

period.3

Thae debaced coins of the second group ere quite larce in
nunbey, they were recovered from meny parts of South-Esst Bengal.
These cpecimens ere cornected by weight and by their dorder of
large dote with the coins cf Sedsnka end Joyenaga, ond by the
broad outlines of the obverse motif also with the Gupta tradi-
tion; but their roverse pattern has no prototype in the Gupta
coinege. They are dated by Allan 1o the middle of the 7ih

10 Seng Scmé Histu ASP., p9271t

2, Allan, on,citas, ppolSO—Slg P1l.EXIV. 6—90

3 Cf. chapter IV, pp.’ |57 ff above.
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century A.D..l end thic ic generally eccepted.

Tepideo the Jessore apocinen mentiomed obove, the follcue
inT zold ccino of this pgroup are Imowms three coiro in the
Pritich Iuceun, two, with thoe lezend®fnlhrnsst ond one with

, - 2 .
Cndhrngyrditye T their provenonce ig not Imovnm; oix coino from

! -
CELETY in tho decd distric%,B tuo with Spi-"rrr~ s one

probrhly with fuchony? legend; ome coin froa Nenedvern neor

=l

ITecd;” one coin from Ffmpdl in the Vikracepura mr_'rrn?:;f enother
coin with Sudhrmwf lerend froo the Ziecchd district; one cc;in
frem Lokosn noor !-?ainfm.s-*-ti;'z four coins frem Kotdlinnds in the
Foridpuy district ,8 ore of them with the S—.:@.h::r;? lc::onds snother

9

.ond three rore iz;-:"arivote
colicction ot Cnlcutta,lg goid to hove been puarchoced fron

£rom DNocra with the sawre lenend;

1. Allpﬂo Onocj.‘b-’ DoCVIIo
!

2e 'Allcn, Gupto Dymostiony DelBfly Pl.XXIVe 17=13; JATD, NC,
XIX, Ton. Suppley XXAVII, p-60 - ‘

3o miﬂ.og pp.S&-—GO.
de Ihide, Po6l; Voll.VI (31910), pp.142-3, Pl.XXII.l.

S5 videy RIX, Thume Munpl., IXXVII, Paﬁla J.I?‘Guzata,
Vilpnoeourer Itihrgy P69

|

Ge JAen, 115, RIX, Dume Supple AXXVII, peble
7o Ipiles DPeble '

Oas Toidey PasST3 1bldes VI DP-UB‘Nﬁo fnelg Pl.XXII.

’

e ASIRg 1913w=14, ppa258—39g Pl.Li1X%, .

10. JATD, ESy XIS, Meoe Suppls XXXVII, p.6l. Cne coin io
ililustrated by Uiloon {szirnn Andicma, F1L,XVIILI. 20);
vhether 14 e in tho Dritich Imceun ¢ollection io not Iméwm.

e —
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Luclkmow. Mo other coin of thic %ype is found outside South-
Bast Boncal. The Meoinamati collection is recorded in chapter
IV,

Enrlv-Dova Period (8+th cent, A.D.)

Cn acccunt of the vastness of the collection, its intimate

affinity with the Arelken coinc and its importance in the history

ond chronology of +this rezicnmy we propoze to discuss this

material at ceme length in the next rcection.

Chondra—-Pala Poriod (10th-11%h cent. A.D.)

Hot a single coin which coan be definitely attributed to
these dynasties hes yet been discovered. Professor Deni has
ascribed the large nunber of Araken type silver coins recovered
from the Oth century levels of the Mpinfinati excavations to
the Chandras of the 10th-1lth centuries A.D.> We have rejected
his view, and here we kardly need offer eny furither comnent.

In the seme way, no coin vhich con be definitely essigned to a
P2la ruler hes yet come to notice. Three copper coins fron
Péhérpurz skhowing e clumcily depicted bull on the obverse end
three fich on the roverge znd a few silver snd copper coins
with fhe logend 'Sri-Vinro! recovered from North Benpal and
Bihat“are tentotively assigned by certain authorities to the

1, Jle Ime Soc.Inda, AXIV, ppol4l-2; PPk.ATCh-, 0«3, Pe2Te

2 ASI.Mem. 557 ppal9, 86g Pl.lVIII.

3. Smitk, CCIM., DP+233; 239, Pl.XXV. 10; Suppl. CCIH,
PP+56=T,

Car m e A - = p—————
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Pzla dymesty; but there is no definite proof to substontiate

their claime A somewhat stronger claim however seems to be

afforded by a gold coin-noticed in the Jourmsl of the Munismatic
gociety of India.l It is a stendard Gupta 'Archer' type coln
with the ususl figyre of the archer kinz on the ochverce e#nd the

Gupta Lekgmi on the reverce. The legond on the cbverse wrtten
vertically in Gupta style on both sides of the king recds 'éii?
pe~horsah-ya-n-dova~pilats. ?n_the reverse, to the left of the
Lokeni, is a single letter 'Sri'. The coin ic escribed to
Dovapela of the Pala dynesty (c. 810~50 A.D.). Btcept the nome,
there is nothing in the coin tkat can link it to the PAla period
and its resemblonce with the post-Gupta 'Imiteticn? coins of
6th=Tth centuries A.D. is apparent. This must render the
escription suspect. |

It is, however, very intriguing ond baffling to undarstand
why these two prospercus oand powerful dynasties were without f’
any minted currency, specially in view of their flourishing a
trede relations with forther India oand ountside, and the exicstence
of ninted coins in the neighbourinzg states. It wes generally
assumed thot during the pre-Pala period of ensrchy cowries
repleced coins and continued to remain in circulation even after @
o politicai stobility wes estahlished.2 This theory cannot be '
nointrined after the leintmoti discoveries which revealed a
profasiocn ¢f ninted currency datable from the Tth to 9th
century AWDe.

1. Loc. cit., XIII; p.123, Pl.VII. 14; L. Goprl. ESI., lomo.
12, Varenssi, 1966, pe. 68§,

24 - 'H_B-, P3667.
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Vermon~Senn Period (124h - 134h cent. A.D.)

The ghorter Varman rule olso provides no evidencé of aiy
currency. The epipraphicel records of the Sencc refer to two
coin denominationg, the purﬁng_end ﬁﬂpnrdskp—nufﬁgajl the

terms appoer to be iInterchongesbles From literory sourcoes it
is known thet the purfna wos a silver coin weishing 32 rotis
or 58 grains.2 Yot » single coin of this or any other 4ype of
this period hes come to light. IHed the Senos minted coing, it
ic noot unlikely that at lesst a few specimens would not hove
come dowa t0 use. We have also the testimony of lNimhdj thot
vhen the Nuslims first ceme to Bengel, they noticed no ninted
currency in the province, but found the people using cowrife—
shells in 4heir finsmcial $remsactions.> It seema, therefore,
reasonable to conclude that from the time of the Frflasz in Forth
Bengel end from the time of the Chondrps in South=~B2st Bengel,
there was no minted currency till it was reiniroduced by the

Muslim conquerors; cowries served as the medium of exchange.

Tals icy briefly concidered, all thet we know at present
about the coinage of Bengrle. Dut for the MNeinsFumetl collection,
encal could be regerded as one of the poorest provinces in Indin,”

N U % m .
o Vg .U";’y.f
ial

~ti pnd Aralken Coins (Pls. XXVill- XXX)

.=
By Ioinpn

The Maindmati coins hove already been noticed in chepter IV.

The large mojority belong to & cless formerly known only fronm

3

1. Cf. inscriptions of Loter Senss.
2e I_'_l;[’_:o’ p-668.

2o Ibid.' ppo€6&‘9a .

-
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Arikin end comsequently celled ' Arolanese?. They benr &

distinctive type of ‘'Bull snd Triglyph' motifs which heve no
Imowa perallel in Indian coinage. Thaoush a few opecinmens of - t
this type were later discovered in Iast Bengnl, they were il
regarded as inporis from Araken end noticed in that context.
It is o Fain®mati that a subctontisl quantity of such coins
firat coma to notice in Bengal, end their Arcken oriszin must

, 1
now be serously gresiioned.

Cririn and distribuiion of the !Araksacse¥ coins

In chapier I we hnve briefly reflerred o the peculisr
geonraphicnl pogition of Arzkon rnd its epeciesl relationchip
with DBastera Bengal.z This couniry, now a remote ond backward
prevince of Purma, wasz snciontly en important kingdem on the
ecastern dorder of India. Its long, norrow coasital strip
stretching for about 400 miles along the chorss of the Bey of
Béngal from the border of Chittagons to Cape Fegrais, has all
the sdvantages of easy communication with Bengel and coastal
Indin, but iz elmost completely seperated from the rest of
Burma by the high, inpregnable meuntain ranges of {the Arckan
Yomg. In a geogrephicel sense, Arckon moay therofore bg
regarded as an extension of Esgternm Bengal, a south-easiward
continuation of the coscstal plezins snd 3illy regions of Tripurs—
Chittagunge. The relaticonship weo clecer in a cultural and

l. Ce. Jl..’-’.-’.S.E., XIIVQ pp.Ml-Z. ~ .1‘.

2. See ppe 30 =3I ahove.
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politicul sensey and the kingdoms on both sides'of the present
border often formed port of ench other in the post.1 Thoush
all tho facts ere not yet known, there con be hardly any doudl
that znciently Araken fell broodly within the culturel sphere
of Tengel, ond thrt its ruling dynosties from at leesst the

Rth century cuwerds were of Zengali origin. - This is cnply
proved by {the epigrephicel wecords ond literery troditions ond
by the abundent {roces of o common orty architecture. rece,
religion, lengucge end vericus other zspecis thet are groduslly
eeming to light on voth sides of the bcrder.z It is therefore
herdly surprising thet this relotionchip schould be reflected oleo

in the sncient currency of both the counirieg.

It iz in the Aveken region thet the 'Bull and Triglypht
tyﬁe gllver coins first come to not10993 ond elmost o1l the
carlier specimens were collected from there. MNost bear legends
conneciing thenm with the ancient Arckonese dynesties and thus
providing evidence of their oz-i{;in.4 This naturally led to the
conclusion that all coins of this type originated in Arakon.
The data obtaized from IrinTmritl end cother places Jjustify a
different viewe The later discoveries proved that tho currency
of the type wes by no means confined 1o the limits of Aroken:

ginilor specimens were recovered from regions as far apert as

e Phayre; Coinc of Arckon, ppe.l ff.
2. Inig.

3¢ JaSB, XV (1846), pp.238-40.
4. Ball. SOﬁSu, XI, Pp.383 ff.' Pl.V.
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Sylhet,l Tenracerin ond Upper Durm;.z A nuaber of eoarly verignts
were recovered from the excovotions near Prome ond 2lso fron
Pesu ond other reosionz of Burm¢;3 they scer to provide interebt-
ing clueg to the origin end dovelopment of the type. From the
Imovm provenonce q? tho collected cpecimrensz 1t eppecrs now

qulte clear thnt those coinu hrd ot least two centres of iscue,
one in Arskon end the other in Enstera Benmal, somewvhere near
the border.

otal, Size ond leizht

The pre-lioinmeti collection of the iype is entirely in
silvere The leinToeotl collecticn, also predeminently in silver,
centoins four gold end two copper specimens.4 Frea the extreno
paucity of issues in these two metals, it is cvident thet they
were not in wide circulation; bhut their introduwection in this
currency oot be doubted. The NeidPmati collection also
pevtles the conliroversy whether to¢ rexard this type eos ceoins or
tnagoda medmls';5 there is zno volid remson now to doubt then

es tokens of regular currency. Apart from the identificotion

1, I&L’!ﬂe Chra., XX, 1pp.229 ff.
2q hayrey Coins of fArolinn, pp.d30 f.

3, ASIR, 1926-27, p.172-3, 179, PL.XLIT; JASB, XIII, pp.5TL £f.;
Ide A:’ltm' LVII,DI)-:}? £f.

-1

L For Geteile cee catdlogue in chepter IV, pp. H36j¥. obovo.

Se Cf. Phryre, op.oit.; Ind.Ant. LVIL, pp.37 £f.
, e
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of the nrmes of kinms on the legends and the wide arce of
circuloation, the Information derived from tho excovations
(for instence their recovery from occupation debris end heopds
of different lovels) dicpose once and for 21l of the ideo thot

%hey were 'pogoda medolst,
-

He hove already mentioned thet we fo nct hove at prosent
she detell of size end wveight of the Irinfueii coins, but the
infornation is aveiloble resording other srecimoens from published
records% Since the Keinlmeti coins are not liltely to differ
mch fron others of the seme type, thic pay Eifﬁf te give vo
gone idea. The sice ond weight of the fal*lykpro cerved speci-
acns of the larzest denominction vory from 26 {o 31 mme, ond
frcm 95 t0 114 groins. The overzge of 28 mm. ond 104 groins
B2y, takea as & reasonoble approzximeition for the size snd weight

of the Neinfati spoecinensa.

Dosisn ond Stvile

The deoign hos been briefly described in chepter IV; here
we shell mention only tive significant'features. Jehnaton heso
phoun that the bull nmrde its first appearance on the cowins
of Devachondra (esrly Sth cent. A.D.), the fourth Eing of the

2 - . . 3
Avalkon Casudra dynssty.  Esrlier writers regarded it os Nendi,

1. Soni "h, QEiIE:; pu331; \Suppl- CCII’T, pa99; Tume ChVQ' XXI;

e Full. 504S, XI, ppy&BB .

v ma— -

e b Y
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t*the peculisr cognizance of éiva'.i It is not clear vhy a
éaivite exblem was intreduced on the coins of a Puddhiod
dymesty; the reason may lie in its remote origin end old 2f-°
filiatlonze The motif is compareble with the emblem on the
plates of the Puddhint Ehrdga dynesty? and the bull stenderd

on taeir coins.3 ‘The bull on the Aroksn specimens is decorated
with a wreath round its neck shown by & string of dots. The
wregth diéappeers.on the coinc of the later kings,viz. Dherpna—
vijeye and Dharmochondra, while it occurs very rerely on the
"Yorikriya' coins. Very few of the Neindmati and only one of
the Sylhei specimens have this feature. This development may
have a chronological significonce, ss lacdowall svggests.4 e
exocution of the bull figure is not uniform on »ll coins, In
the earlier, Arakon geries, it is well formed ond propertionate;
in the later, *Yarikriya' coing the reprecentation is more flat
and crude. From tho poor execution of scme end from the slight
riging of ihe bull's rear quariers and the unnetural menner of
its ur~curved $¥ail (which creéates some confusion ebout the
gshape of the lant letter of the legend), the animol may be taken
to be either standing or even Jjumping. Siylistic differences
like this may serve os a bosis for typological classificetion

cof the series.

le J£58, XV (1846), pp.238 ££.; XLI (1872), pp.201 £f.;
Phayre, cp.cit., pp. 2~4, 23-30.

2. A58 lMem. I Io.6, Pl.X¥. Also c¢f. chapter IV, pp-lhs%&,above.
3. Ihide, DPps 164 ~166  above.

4' Nllm; Chr.g XX’ Pp.231 ff.
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The central pvattern on the Paverse, & =mtylized tripartite
symbel, hos been described as a renregentation of the TrisHlo
of éiva. However, as with so meny encient Indian emblens, it
is equelly poseible that the symbol wac intended for or used
as:a 'iri-rainat', thus giving it a posoible Buddhist sionifica-
ticen. lorecver, %he gyrbol on the coinz hos no hsndle or
central staff, without which it ic not possible o conceive
it as a Tridemt., In fact it is imposoible to say finelly
whother thic pattern represeniz a Buddhist, éaivite, Vaisnovite

or any other Indion symbol.

Alihough the origin of the idea or sigmficance of these
notife end symbols is difficult to trace, the line of developmont
cf the desigm snd style cf these coines ic quite clearly iracecbles
The reverse pattern particularly shows a continvous devolomment
tregechle fron its early stages in Burme which may help us to
place the early series in come chronological order. The following
stoges may be tentatively sugzested: .

Stace 1, is reprecented Dy & circulsr clay tébletl
recovered from the excavoiion et Mmauvza (ancient Prcme)iz The

centrel fizure on its reverse is eppsrently a renlica cof the

- Bewbbewzyi pegode, stylistically . the most~Indien monument of

the site  and orizin of the To2dvd (Cirity) nnbleﬁg;3 it is
1. ASIR, 1910=11, pp«90 £fy; PLXLVII, O=10,

‘L
2e Huswze iz identified with Sri-Ksetra of Hiuen Tesang ond

of the Durmose Chronicles. Cf. ASIE, 1909=10, pp.ll3-l4.

«

3,  Ibid., PL.XLV. 2.



flanked on either side by the heed of & nicp and surmounted
by & porasol roof sepsrating the sun snd moon symbols abovee
The complex design on the obverse is soid to represent the
cosmology of Buddhism.l The tablet is dated to abouﬁﬂ5th
century A.D.

Store 2, vepresented by 46 cilver coins recovered from
the rxcevation at a site near Hmawza.a The desirn and style
ere came o3 On the toblet ebove with the difference that the
pagode pymbol is stylized and e stylized conch shell (?)3:g;wg
the right mergin of the reverse. These coins are dated from

the 5th fto Tth centuries A.D.

Stere 3. is represented by 2 comparatively modern 'pogeda
znedal'.4 Dat the syumbols on the coin conld not have developed
out of thin air epd mmst hove been copied, as Phayre rightly
proposed, from an ancient prototype. The obverce motif is es
anove; the roverce patiern is very much simplified and the
Tbédzﬁ symbol in the cenire is replaced by the stylized conch
shelle

?

le JASB, XIIIy Ppe576 ff.
2 ASIR, 1926-2T, ppe 171=4; 179, Pl.XLII.

3e A Vaignavite influence from South India ? Cf. Bull., SOAS,
XI| ppoBS?, 385, PloVe 1-«40 ’

be Phayre, Coins of Arclen, pe.35 Pl. IV. 2.
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Store 4, appears to be reéreéentod by the two Indien
Museun coins illustrated by Smith.1 The obverse shows o neow
notif, a rayed sun, while the centrnl motif on the reverse ig
also replaced by a decign which mey be 2 stylized reprecentation
of*the Iuddhist cosmolo~y symbol; thoe other elements of the
patiern howover remeinksame. This reverse pattern opproximctes
nearect to the earliesct strge of Johnston's series (YConch-
shell snd Vardhem™nal type);z sore intermediory siteges ore

obviously miésing.

For the sequence of ‘the later coins, we hove Johncton's
excellent scries.B I? cur arrongencont of the ecrly seriex is
accented; it would appeor that the obverse motif chonred more
frequently, for exemple from the Buddhist cosmology symbol to
the rayed sun, concheshell, hermit crob, end finally humped
bulls The reverse pattern changed less-anﬁ the bosic desipn
rencined more or less recosnisable to the last. But the centrel
notif hes a curiously complex khistory. Fron one point of view

t is a stylized degeneration of the motif of "Higas guerdinz

a shrine'; from enother it may be interpreted es either éiva's
trident or the Buddhist 'tri-reina’ symbol. Such vegories in

the history of Indian symbole are at cnce characteristic and
tentalizing, But assuming that our above observations are correct,
wo are inclined 4o accept the interpretetion of YN3ges guerding

10 Smith' CCIH’ Pl.XY:.X.Ig 12-13.
2¢ Pull. S045, XI, P1l.V. 1-2.

30 Ibido' pp.383-5' Pl.V-
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a shrinet—a brsic ides cdopted both in Hinduion ond Duddhicn
from @ cult older thon both. Ve therefore feel thrt neither
of +he terms 'Tull and Trident' and "Bull z2ad Trirpin-! ore

eppropriate to describe thece coingsj; the term YArolioneze! is

-

still less appropriates In the absonce of a more goticfreiory

tern, our suggection is "Dull and Trigliypht.

The 'Triglyph' hag & decorative element voriously described
og @ gorlend; scroll, curved fillet end plume-like brnd orne-
mented with round beolls or glcbes. It flows breluords or
outwerds from the point of the side glyphs. Like the central
notif, this ornement also shows e continqous dovolopment end,
liltowige, it con serve ac a beoim for typologicel clossification.
In later specimens, the balls or glodbes, which are etteched to
the fillet with curved links, develop frem round to pointed
lepf-shepe, and the arrangement ic algo more symmetricali this
gives the pattern an elegent, arborescent effect. The  elenent

iz absent on smeller denominations. ...

The base of the 'Trijlyph® is occupied by e fow round
dots, usuelly five, an exnressive number for the Buddhists.l
Ve find these dots,together with the orasnental scroll)first
on the 'Hermit Crab! type.Q They pay have an origin in the
nine end five dois occurring below the Buddhist cosmology symbol

on the early coins.

1. Phayre; Coins of Araken, p.28.

2,  Pull, SOAS, XI, Pl.V. 34,

3 ASIR, 191C-11, Pl.XLVII. 105 15206-27, PL.XLII, c.f.
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Finolly, the border of dots: it occurs on both pides in
the loater serics from the "Hermit Crob' type onwerds. On some
of the later specimens of the 'Bull end Triglyph' type, the
fosture io either mimsing or occurs only on one cidee.

Lerend, Date and Chronolory

ioct of the Arckan collection of the 'Y2ull end Tripglyph!
type coinz belong to the Chondra dynssty of thot country. Its
13 kings ruled for 230 years approzimotely from the middle of
tho 4th to the end of Gth centuriez A.D. No dates sre siven
a:: these coins, but the seguence and date of the Chandra kings
are nov firmly estoblished on epigraphical esnd palaeosraphical
basis.i o coin of thece kinms has yet been found at Eainﬁmati

or aany other place in Bengal.

Along with. thece coihs,‘a few coins of two other later
kinss of Araken, Dhormmevijaya end Dahormmachandra of the dynosty
of Enendochandra (7th cent. AJD.)E of the Shitihoung pillor-
inscription,; have also been diccovered in Arcken. Three
identical coinz of Dhermmavijoyz with the seme legend of
soe romavijaya have been recovered from the Ieinfmrti excovations;
except for the mutiloted portion ¢f the legend,; which seems

{to have been coused by a8 defective die, these specimens are

=N ASIR, I5iS=i), BihvET, 9y I02GwsY, BEHERL, ewin
1. EI., XXXIT, p.108; Dull. S0AS, XI, pp.26S ff.

25 I.'Jid.' ppo365-'66, 385’ Pl.V. 19,

C e e e 4 Y = B o | S—— —— et e = e o
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.
in excellent condition. Sheir featurces are identical with
the Arokonese specimens and suggest that they were inports from
thot country. The legends of all the above coinc have been
sriisfoctorily reod.
.

The Arolion collection contoins a smoll nucber of coins of
the coame general type but with s different legend)not yet
sotisfactorily reads Thece hove o opeciol girmificrnce for
usy for the wast mejority of ihe MHoinTmotl enins belong to
thic clecse. From Phayrets first doubifvl recding of the lesend
they are femiliarly known as the *Yerilrisya' type.  Since then

the legond hos been variously recd as ¥Yrikriwye, Ari-lirive,

Carilotn, Usrikoim, Poriketsa and Petilkero: no reading hovever
has bsen generally accepiede Befere discussing the question,
ve nay list the lmown specimens of this type from Arsaken ond

Bengzal,

YYarikriys® Coing from Aralkan

l. Sendoway, Arakan. One coln discoversd at Sandowey i?
1878 and first noticed by Fhoyre.

2. Theobald collection. Another coin scquired by W. gheobaldv

and recorded by him in 1892;" find-
spot not knowne

3s Shortt collection. One coin ig the collection of H. da
S. Shortd;” its provenence not
rocordod.

1. Phayre, Coins of Araksen, p.30, P1,.II, 12,

2.  JASB, LXI, pp.102 ff.

3a e Chru, XX, p.231, f‘n.3.

T
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4. British Muceum col- Besideo Ilo.1, the Dritish Kuceum
lection. poscesges a fowW more specimenn
of this type,lbut no published ligt
is aveileble. :

5¢ Indion luseun cole 8 coins are listed,in the Indion

lection. . Muceun cetalogues;™ their provensnce
iy w=a not kmovmn.

Y Aroken®-tyne Coing Lfrom Bratern Deincal

6. Hainzmati, Comilla 334 coing inclvding four ;old end
two copper cpecimeons; excent three
coins of Darrmncvijeye end two
of Lelitdliors, 211 oﬁhers belong
to Merikriya! type.

Te Indian Museum cole A few coins in the Indiesn lMHuscunm,
lection. orizinnlly from a hoord of 63 silvor
coiny,reccvered frem a Maintmoti
pite 94
8¢ DPritish Nuseum . 8 YTarikriya® type silver coins from
collection. . Sylhet, originelly from a hoerd of

40 coins;) the remalning pieces ore
T not traceable now,

9« Azs5m Coin Cabinet. One ®Yorikriyo! coinsin the Provincial
@oin Cabinet, Zsctmj provencnce
not recorded, probably from Sylhet.

1,  Ibid., cf. Table of weights at the end.
e Smith, CCIM., Pe331, Pl.XAXI, 9=11; Suppl. CCIl, P.99.
3 See¢ catalogue in chapter IV, pp.l6é fif -

4. BﬁCo L"’W Vol. II, P9217’ Pl-V. 1q

5. T Chr., H’ 90229 ffo, P1,XVI.

Ge A, Bothom, Cat. of Prove. Coin Coebinet, Assdn, p«573.




10, Tapgore coin Cabinet. Ono 'Conch—chellt apd 4 'Bull and
' : Triplyph' type coins in PN,
Togore's cein Cabinet, Calcutta;
K provenance net recovded, but -
precunatly from Bastern Bencel,

The cbove *Concheshell? 4type coin iz gimilar to Fo.l

of Johnston's sories.2 The other four coins are not satisfactorily

preservedy end bear legends which are in bad condition and
parily effeced. They introduce, according to Bonerji's rerding,
the follewins four kings of an ' ikora dymasty’y presumably of
Bast Bengal,hnot nown from any cther source; the order of
their succession elso cammot be settled from theze dots alone:

1. Lelitakare (Benerjits PL.XIIZ. 3.)

2, Ramydkera (Pl.XIII. 4)

3e Predyumnokera (Pl. XIII. 5)

4. IMntdkhra or immrkera (Pl.XIII. 6)

- Bonerji's reading canndt be checked .from his poor reproduc—
ticn of the coins; but the discovery of two better preserved
specimens with the legend of 'Lalitfkara' from the 8th « Oth
century levels =t Hainomotilseoms {0 support the above resdings
snd the postulation of the fkara dynesty. This kingdom, in
cur view, must be located in East Bengal,snd not in Araken, es

3

Eanerji thought.” Fo coin or inscription of this dynesty has

been found in Araken or any other place outside Enst Bengoal,

1. S 3A$B, Es’ XVg Tome. Suppl.g XXXIIIi 9085, Pl.X1II. 3-7-
2.  Ill, S04, ZI¥, Pl.V.le

e Cf. Tuonm. Chr.’ XX, pp-231, 233.
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He have alresdy menticmed the controversisl snd doubitful

recding of the "Yerikriya® legend. Phayre's resding woB elightly

nedified by Smith aso 'Yﬁrikrigg‘;l .Bidyzwbinoa2 end Both9m3

followed ¢ hime. Cumninghan's suggesiion vas 'Arikrigg'.4

Johnston doubted xhese repdings dbut offered no new one. Bermett
sugcested two resdings, 'Corikota? or 'Hnrikotﬂ';s Romachandran's

recding was PrtiLergg.é The Maindmoti coin which the lotter

illustrated in support of his reeding is guite different from
the other coins, and appears to be o desenerate copy of =a

later date with ruder execuﬁion,psrﬁicularly cf ‘the legend.

oni who hod the opporitunity of personally exeniuning all the
coins of Meintmati supperted Remechsndren’s reading. According
“to hiwm, %on some of the Neinomati coins the nenme Eai?igggg im
clearly writtents it is *the mint from where {hese coins were
issued'.7 Tie also remar&s the lemends of the 8 'Yarikriya!
coins from Sylhet as veriants of 'Pnrlke*“'. which he tekes

to0 be 2 migleke for Patikera, the 1etmera ra and ua being transnoged.
Dani further states thot the Heinomoti coins were discovered
tin & level which clearly,belongs 1o the time of the Buddhiset
Chendra rulers of Ezot Benzal'y and thersfore 'all the coins
that have been 50 far reed ec Yorikriys snd atiributed to the

Chandra yulers of Arckan should now be read'as-Pa@ikora and

1. CCIM, pe331, Pl.XXX, 10.
2. Suppl. CCTI, 1e99.
e Opocitey D573
de JASB, LXI, pp.l02~-3,
5 Nun.Chr., XX, p.230.

6. B.;C. LE\I‘:’ VOIo II, p.217, PlaVclo

7‘ JZ.IT.S.I., XXIVy pp-141-2'
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oscribed to the Chandra rulers of Bast Bengel'.l Thue, he
associsties either Jdireotly or by implication “he HeinToati
coins with the Main?mati plates of the Chandras.

We have elready mentioned that Doni hed sccess both to

the moterial end the information rezarding the Meinrmati excovetions.

But his asserticn that tho Meinluriti ceine belong to tho Chrndros
of Eoct Bengel is cerdainly surprising. So for ec cur observo-
vion reveals snd so fer as the.excavation records now confirn,
these 'Araken' type coims were recovered {rom levels definitely
scsocinted with the Sarly-Deva rulers of Eszst Benzal (8th century
4.D.), that is more thsn %wo centuries before the Chondra period
(micale of 10th-11%th centuries A.D.). These coins end Chendra
plates come not only froo widely differont lovels but olso

from fwo Jdifforent sites, S8lban Vikh3ra and Cherpatra Murs,

and thus cammot be easily confuszed. In any case, we do not

thinlz the point is debadable, unless tho very besis of archeeclozi-~
c2l method be rejected. Az we shall see latery wo also do not
acoept his reading os correct. However we agree with his other
views,; that the "Yerikriye! coins cammot Do atiributed to the
Chendra kings of Avraken, and the legend renrosents the neme not

of a king but of the mint from where these éoins were issued,

FPhayre dated the "YTorikeiye' colne to the 8th-9th century
AODOQ’ Maie ig supported by Johnston who places them on

v2laeogrenhicsl grounds in the obscure period of iwo centuries

(jﬁh Phayre, ope.cit., p.30 -
1' rN.S,.
ﬁ ‘ 2 x!ﬂ )€'\H"

LTt =
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following the reign of Enrndachondra (ce 700 4.D.)eT Smith
dotcs them to the Bth to 10th centuries 4,0 ,2 uhile Hocdowoll,
on the besis of the 8 Sylhet coins pleces,in the jperiod between
the death of Drtichendra (c. 600 A.D.), the lost Chondre Iing
of Arcksn and thp accession of nondechendrs (c. 700 A.D.)B.

te haveffgready noticed %that Doni dates them to the 10th « 1lth

centuries A.Dg4

It will be clezar even frem cecusl obgerxvetion thot o2lthoush
the ¥Terikriya® legends on oll the coins ewe bogicuelly one
end the same, they differ comnsiderably in detail from coin to
coin. fThig difference in the form cf cerizir letters and the
style of writing probedbly indicates some pzlrsozraphicel develop-

nent over a stiretch of time. Althourh their script hes a

generesl resgembloance witk those of Erzterm Indioc, 4% bas significont

-

differsnces as well, Derived eszsentially frem the gceripisc of
Exstorn Benggl, it seems to hove develonsd on independent lines
with closer links with encient Arsksan. Tuis will be evident

from 2 comparative study of the Araksn coins and epigraphs.

Both {this Eastern Dengol voriant and the Arsken geripts were,
end stil) ere, imperfectly kunown. It ie probably to this foct
more %hﬂnkany:ihing else that the feilure %o offer o sotisfoctory
roeding of the 'Yerikriya'! legend was primarily due. We now

have a cemprehensive study of the Araken eplzrephs 2nd coins
5

1o Iull, SOAS, XI, p.372.
2e Smith, CCIM, p.331.
e Tam, Chl‘b, LXK, P.231-

4.  J1.N.S.I., XXIV, p.l42.
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by Johnston,l supplenented by Sirchr,z and & loarger and botter—
precerved collection of $¥erikriyat' coins frox Erxstern Bensel.
Thie provides materisl for a proper study of the legend. Beforo
doing 50 wo may #nelyse the old readinss:

Ll N,

LEGEND ——>FIRST OSECCRD THIRD  LAST

futhorities  Letter Letter Leitter Letter Dates
Phayre Ja ri Erd il 8th=~9th cente AD.
Cvnninchean & Ti kri ye —
Smith ficd ri lerd, ™ 8th~10th *® n
Barnett cha Ti ko in —

; ha oz ke ia —
Dani nn 3 ke ra 10th-11th 7 "

Our Rerding snd Datins

b
It would eppear from the above chert that there iz not

rmuch controversy regerding fthe two middle clmractemf the lesgends
v A LQQM)MM’

the second ledtor hins been rvecd by all except Deni as ri, vhile

there ic nmo differcence of opinion at 2311 rerarding the hesic

chozacter of the thivd, ka. The socond characier, ri, is

1.  Bull., 564, XI, 3.357 ff.

il-o g sk

2o II.y ZXXLI, DPpo103 £7

o = —— o e = e i e
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represented by a variety of ra wilth e plent ot the foot of
the verticel as found in the Feridpur platesc (6th cent. A.D;),l
Tidhenpur plates of Thashkorevermen (7th cent. A.D.)2 rnd other
Bestern Indian eplgrophs of thoet periecd. On the coins it shous
renarioble unifoQ?ity of shopoy the clant at the fcot being
slightiy blunted or deformed on some coins by d-fective nmintinea.
Ezcept on one specimen, the letier ig cleor and Aistinct ond
canmot be reed ag anything other then ri. The third letter,

a voriety of Xe with a slent a¥t tae foot of the veriicel, is
the geme as that fousmd in the Power NS (errly 6th cent. A.D.);3
the form is pot femiliar in Bensrl, ord for thet resson the
slent vos nistsken for the Vowel 'r's Thais i proved by a fow
Mainfnati coins {Pl. XXXe ) on which we find the charocter
fully developed into the looped woriety of ke with e tickk on
the right, es found in the Hidhompur snd Khrds- plates.4 The
vowel, a medisl & iz very clerr on the loirdmeti and Sylhet

¢oinc, end Danit's reading of this element is correct.

The most controversial choracter is the initiel letter,
whick ie writien in one of three styles and hom no resemblonce
with eny cheracter of the Erstern Indisn scripits. But fortunately;
with the publicntion of the Arakan epigraphs and coins, this
letter is now clearly identificble. 1T is identicel with hn,

there too writtem in three similar gtyles, occurring in the

1. E‘S;L_Jllﬂng XXXIX, Pp¢195 £Te3 iﬁ:ﬁ’lB_' IS,y VII' pp-476- i
2 _.:";;I_c-, XII, pp965 I’

3& xﬁaﬁ A—’(‘;‘teg X:I, P:i_)a29 ffc

Mt L e A s

4”& éﬁ&:@'c e I, IIO.6¢
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Ves®1li cione-slob inseriptions of*TNitichondre ond szachandro,l
Vesali stone pillar2 and Sandoway stone inscripiicns of ﬂrak&n.3
lhot seenz to be i%s eorliest form resecbliny ren chlmse (elephont
gond), occurs in the first three episraphs. This form of hn

hoes not hitherdo been noticed in Erstern Indien inscriptions.

The two cinpler éorms occur in the Sendeowey stone incceription;
they somewhet regsemble o ceopitel J, "Evidently we hove here o
derivative of the orchaic forms depicted in Bihler, P1.III,

¢0l.17 end Pl.IV, col.l".4 Johnston treaces its survivel o~nd

development through the PEhdrpur plote of Gupts yeer 159, Gunishor

plate of Voinyngupte ond tihe Foridpur plate of Gopnchendro.
The Arakon form of ha is elso recognisable in a limewza imege
inscription.5 There is hardly eny doubt now thet the inifial

lotter of the lainfmati coins is ‘*hat.

The lasgt letter of the legend hrs alsc been controversial.
It is written in one of two distinctive styles: the one iz a
hook~like form opening to the rizht, and the other has sonme
recemblance o the figure‘three in reverce. Thoy apperently
have no clear affinity with ony charccter of the Erstern Indien
seripte, and certainly not with any kmown form of yo, l2 or ra,
as read by the above scholars. Moreovez;;gl occurs in the legend
itself, while yo ond ta (es aleo pn and ca) occur on the Araken

coine with which the '"Yarikriya® coins are closely related;

1. EX., XXXII, pp.103 f£f.; Pl.A.

2. Ibide, PleBe

3. Bull, SO0AS, XIy pp.357 £fa., PL.IV Fig.2.
4o Ibid., pPe363-4e

Se ASIR, 1928—29, p-108, Pi.LI. L.
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ohy comporison will ghow that the shove rerdinge hrve no bosis
other thon conjectural. The sclution appears to be provided
by an Arokon eplgreph, the Scndowey stone 1nscription.1 The
last letter of this inscription, 1o . in line 7, closely recenbles
the first form of 1la of our legends This voriety of "1a reloins
essentislly the older form given by Bihler, P1,.IV, col.l=3 end
5=0y ond S.N. Chekravarti, Fig.V, col.I. The Feridpur copper-
plotes usunlly have e more modera form, bui the older type
occurs ence in 1.12 of Dhorstdityo's inceription of the yeer
3".2 From this Joknston concludes thot these forms of ha end
la were cleorly derived from the coripls current in Ecstern
Indie during the Gupta period, dDut in the subsequent periceds
they developed morked peculisrities due to the isolotion and

baclkwardness of the localitye.

A typical bhocked veriety of le is given by Deni in his
3

Indian Poleeorronhy.” It seems +t0 hove develoved from the cursive

voriety of rovnd=bottomed la occurring in the Gupta pletes of
the 5th and the Faridpur pletes of the 6th centuries A.D.4 As
rogerds the other formy the only perallel appeors to be the

gouthern la occurring in the above Guptla plates. Tae form on
the coins‘may hove doveloped from this Gupta prototype or even
from the first form. In any cesey the lost latter moy now be
token es la with reasoncble certainty. This gives us 8 new

readingt *Hovilelat,

e

1. Pull, SOAS, XI, pp-359, 363"‘41 Pl.IV. F‘ig'2l
2,  Ibid., pe 364+
3. Locscitey D287 {the bottom figure).

40 Ibido' Pl.on Bg COl. 2-30
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The torm obvicucly reprecenls the nroe of the nint or
the couniry of issue of the coing, ond st mwdoabtedly be
located in the vell-knoim but oo yot vnideatificd encient divi-
ciom of Iost Denpgrl of thot nemees I is hordly concedvoDle
that the 350 or 6o Imoun coinag of thig $ype with the srmoe lesond
but videly differing in oigley ezceution ond polreosronhic
development swinesting o ocurrency pericd ¢f conme ceaturico noy
ba sovocioted with one dymvratyy, o lese ullh n alnsle Lins,
Theco ore epporently Jononds coins cene oo the YIonl-n-m!d (Ewrn),l
oorrbit (KauéSmbi)e ond guch other colng of Indie of en eorlicr
peiod.

As recnrdo the dating end chrenclosy, we heve noticed
thot o good deal of controveray end confusicn existed for rococons
which o longer hold; bhoving rejeocted the ascumpdion thot the
losends contoin the nome of a king end that ho belongzed to
Aroken ond muét, thereforey bo fitted into 4he chronolozical
fromevork of thet couniryy we find no difficulty in cocenting
the evidenco provided by the coins therselves, Thece were found
in Destern Dencel end Arckon in eceocliotion with the coins of
tho Aroleon Chromdros (5ih-Gth cents AlDs) ond of Dhormnovijoya
and Dheromochenden {7th conte AeDa) of Arolrn end dhe *Initotiont
coins of Pengel (64h-Tih cente AeD,.) including a silver coin
of Soddika (c. 600w620 3.@.).3 $he voot mejority beins recovercd

Le Allony Co%, Coing cf Ancicnt Indin, Londony 1236, peXCIl.

s Ib-i(?.n' p-XCVIII.

3 Zpe Chopler IV, pp¢|67fF- eboves
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fron the ptratified levels of the lninomati excovetions doted
10 the 8th=9th centuries A.D. The cloze offinity of the script
of their legends with thoce of the coins and epigrophs of the
Arclken Chondras and of vhe Scndoway stone ond lHmrwsa inmage
inceriptions is ppperent ond beyond douvbt. In fect, if we
dote these coins roushly between the Gth end Oth centuries AJD.,
we nmoy not be far wrong. The continuity of the trodition of
thig coincge ic indicated by the Maiﬁ;ﬁnti coins of Lelitokora
end the four other coinc of this Zkora dynrsty from Trgore's
cabinet, most probably iscued from the some kinsdon (Hnrikela).
Johmston's susmested date of the 8th-9th centuries A.De. for then
ney bo nccepted.l

It is hardly neccacary to reopeat that these coins hrve
no assoclation with the Chondra dynoety of East Bensol snd

that thoir legends connot be reed as 'YPotilers', The evidence

) v = .
- of drté gupports our view. The nome of Srl-Payﬁlkeraka ocecurs

for the firct time in the plates of Ladehechendrs (ecrly 11lth
cent, A.D,); apporently as e minor township of Samata@a.2 Thore
is no evidence that "1t became a cepital city before the 13th
century A4 The Somatata cepitals from the Tth to 1lth centuries

4

o r
A.De were Karm®nta™ and Devaparvata.” It scems to us nmost

1.  Bovll. S0AS, XI, pe372s

2. ,Ppk.‘érch., No.3; ppe22 £f.
3.  IHQ, IX, pp. 282 £f.

de ASB. lems Iy Nol.6.

S5 IN0, XXIII, ppe221 £f.; JASE, letters XVII, pp.83 ff.
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unlikely thot theco coins, if issucd from Somotats, would beor
the nome of a plece 1lilke Pottikeorn, if it existed at 9l1l, eond
not one of the two well Imown capitols of the periocdc uhen
thcacoins were current.

.

As regards the origin of these coins, it pey now ve tolen
ez established that they trore issued from Drst Iongel end not
Arakon; ezcept 2 fow specimens, the éntire collection (more thon
350 pieces) come from the former resion. lowevery oo we hove
noticad sbove, the evidence indicates quite cleorly e clese
rolatibnship between the two principrlifties, Horikelo ond Arnkon,
both in the cultural end political spheres, sitrongly suggesiting

their geogrophical proximity.

e Maintmrii Coing end 4the Identification of Hrrikela

Harikela weag pa inportent kingdom in East Bengel. The
Ckinese traveller I-ising (7th cent. A.D.) defined it as the
eastern limit of Eastern India,l end this is supported by the

. - .o 2
account in the Korpira-Fonjari, a 9th century work.” Tiere ere

several references to this kingdom in the ancient records of

Bengel, the earliest probebly being in the Chittegong plote of

- K3ntideva (9%h cent. A.D.);3 but wfortunately none gives its

exact locaticn, and the references in the late literary works

l. ;@_o' p’p.l?, 134n
2. rbid-’ PalTe

3e -L:-;." IXVI, pr.313 7.




357

are both conflicting ond confusinn. It is portly due to

this and porily to the lack of informrtion cince the Nuclin
invesion that this territory hos not yet besn identificds The
FYoinTaatl coins now scem to provide en erchscological evidenco

for the rediscoyery ¢f thio lost kingdonm.

The two importent findspois, Mrinfmeti end VesFlI, the
respective capitals of Semateta ond Arcken, mey be regorded
os the liwmits within vhich the terzitory of sncicnt llrpilels
is most likely 1o be locoted. It is {rue thot the 124 contury
lexicosraphor Hempohandro mentions Horilell as o oymonim of
Veﬁgaland two ¥iccd University USS refer to Horikolr ag being
gyaonynous with qubeu.g As we have “already observed in
Chapter V, these references wust be rejected on the cleer evidence
of the Chandra 1nucviptions waich mention Horilzele as o seporate
enbity;quite disulnct from Vanga, Somatata end orﬂha+to. n
the besis of the avallsble informoiion we have suggesbed the
identification of Harikels with the hilly regions of Tripuro-
Caittagong, particularly with the later; tho ovidence nrevided
by these coins seem to suppert ocur viewe It is quite possible

to think that at times, for exemple during the reirm of Kﬁntidevo3,

10 1&-’ pulSO m. 9, l[a

32‘ P.L. P‘.fa.l E“I”lv Higt cof P”“"—'lg Ig p*).III-IV- I’B, p.la.
3, @.c, pp.134-5; _E_:_:g-, XXVI, ppo313 L
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the boundaries of Harikels were pushed forwerd to include
ports cf eny or all of the border ctates, viz. Vedor, Samntnfa
ond érfhag?a, and thig may heve led to the confused stotenents
in lote literary treditions. Dut the indicatlions seem t0 be
quite clear that.Chittageng was por excellence the kinpdom of

Herikela, The suggesticn, however, must remrin hypothetical
till conclusive proof is available.



