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grass-thatched roofs and mud-plastered valls where many of 

his descendants and other students engaged themselves in 

study. The entire country-side around the village was granted 

to Hawadha Mian for his subsistence (madad-1-maijaa). Bawadha 

Mian of Abd account may be identified either with 

Mawlana HamId Damishmand or with his son 'Abd al ... W'ahhab. In . -
any case, there is no doubt that Bagha continued to be a 

Muslim cultural centre since the arrival of Mawlani Shih 

Dawlah till at least A.D. 1622 when Shah Jahin came to Bengal 

in course of his rebellion against his father. 

Besides these there are a few more saints whose names 

at least may be noted. Among these the most famous are Shih 

Langar
1 

at (Dacca District). Shah N{mat Allah
2 

3 
at Purana Paltan (Dacaa District), Shah Gada at MuLha1tull 

'Maldah), Shah Lankapati4 at Old Maldah and Shih KikU
6

, a 
- ,-disciple of Shaykh NUr QUtb Alam. - . 

1. E. Haql !!fig. sUff Prabbiva, Calcutta, A.D. 1935, P. 144 • • 
2. HabIb al-Ral}min: Aridgin-1-Dhakah, Dacca, A.D.1946, 

Pp. 30 ff. ,I 

3. Memoirs, p. 149. 

4. Ibid, P. 153. 

5. ,l-Asfixl; Vol. I, P. 400. r. Enamul Hact (See, Bange SUfr Prabhiya, Calcutta, 1935, 
P. 143) thinks that Shlih 'All BSELhd:Id! now lying buried a1; 
Mirpur, a few miles away from the city of Dacca was liv1ng 
in the 15th century and died sometimes before A.D. 1480. 
His argument 1s that the mosque over his grave was bUilt 
in A.D. 1480. But as the saint is lying buried within the 
mosque it 1s reasonable to suggest that the mosque 1s 
earlier than the death of the saint. 
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Part - II 1- The IA!lBence of the §UrI •• 
• 

The bIographical sketch of the ?fitis reveal that their 

activitie. were not confined only within the four wall. of 

their Khihgahs, rather they exerted a great influence in the 

people'. minds and in the society. Even if one 1s hesitant 

to accept the statement of MIr Sayyld Ashraf JahingIr SlmninI 

that "there 1. no town and no village where holy saint. did 

not come and •• ttle dOwn., the names of ~rs and their 

account that have oame down to us, either through traditIon 

or literary and epigraphic .ources e.tablish the fact that 

their number va. not too small to be by-passed. They eame, 

established KhiDgabi, gathered disoiples around them, imparted 

instructions, While lame of them settled and died in this 

country. Thus they added another factor In the Muslim society 

with thol. of the ruling ola •• and the Alims (scholars). It 

only the location of their dVgibl 1s taken into considera­

tion we find that, they did not concentrate only in the metro­

politan oities, but scattered throughout the country, extend-
2 

ing from Chi ttagonl and Sylhet in the Ealt , to Mangalkot 

(Bardwan district) in the Welt and trom Bagerhat and Chhota­

Pandwah in the south to Kantaduar (Rangpur) in the North. 

Their dargiba, and tombs are y111ted and venerated by hundreds 

ot people even to-day. They influenced deeply the minds ot 

1. QUoted in Bengal' Past and Present, 1948, p. 36. 

2. The §yfls visited further East aa the tomb of Gh11ith al­
Din in Ra30 I~sll in the Kamrup district, A,sam,suggests. 
(See, A',!! Diitr1gt Qllette.r.; Kamrup, Al1ahbad, 1905, 
'~pter If P. 101. 



- 168 -

the people in their lifetime. .. ~i8J!, thus, became a 

powerful factor in the then soaiety and its contribution may 

demand a careful and proper assessment from the scholars. 

The influence of the qurfs on the g~owth of the Muslim 

Society in Bengal may be grouped under the following heads 1-
I 

(1) the expanslon of the MusUm power, (11) influence over 

the ruling class, (1il) imparting of rellgous instructions, 

(1v) and their influence over the society and missionary 

activIties. 

(1) The exolD.ion of the MusliJJ noyer I-

The expansion of the Muslim power in difterent part. 

of Bengal and how and when they were subjugated have been 

discussed in a previous chapter1• But tradItions and later 

writings record that lome of the surfs taught against the L __ 

2 local non-Muslim king. e1 ther on their own account or in 

collaboration with the Muslia ruler.3• Generally these account. 

are full of superhuman colouring t thus raising suspicion on 

their val1ditr. Aa for example, traditions ot different 

place, .upply identioal stories with minor variations. They 

refer to the ex1.tence of a Muslim family in the midst of a 

large number ot HindUS, the trouble generally aroae over t~ 

1. See, Chapter II. 

2. !he examples of Biba Adam SDahIdl (~rat pp. 109-111), 
ShAh Sul~in Kahlsawir, (SUpra, Pp. ll2-13), Makhdu. Sbih 
Dewlah Sh8.hI'd (SUpra Pp. 113 ... 14) may be c1 ted • 

3. See tor example the accounts of ?h8h Jalil of Sylhet 
(~..Rr~ Pp. ;?5 ft • .), Sltih Iama'"il <1biz:[ (~~ Pp. 160 tf.), 
and ~hih ~afI al.D!n (Supra, Pp. 148 ft.) 
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sacrifice ot a cow on the occasion of the birth of a son or 

his circumcision. A kite was invariably there to carry bit 

ot flesh and throw it in the vl~1n1ty of a Brahmin family 

and then the war broke out. The superhuman colouring and the 

identical storie. show that there have been exggerationa ot 

what actually happened. The clash between the incoming Muslims, 

be he a surI O~ a layman and the loeal people Who lived in -
this country from generation to generation can not be altoge­

ther ruled out. It 1s not unreasonable to suppose that the 

~rs required time to pacify or influence the local people 

by their peacefUl pursuits, simplicity of lite and devotion 

to God, Ifbe collaboration of some of the SUffs with the . 
Sul~ans in the expansion of the Muslim power cannot also be 

ruled out altogether, beaause they thought that fighting for 

the caUS8 ot II1am was a libisi (religious war), provIded by 

the Islamic lawe It 1s :from thIs standpOint that we should 

Judge the oollaboration of Sha7kp Jalal with the general of 

Sul~an Shams aI-Din F:£rUz Shan in the oonqueat ot S 7lhet 

or of Shih ISDlUl Gbisl with Sultan Rukn al-DIn Barbak Shah _ .-. . . ....-. 

in his wars against Kallrup 01' Or1ssa. These are the examples 

in which the saint. themselves took to fighting for the caU88 

et I.lam. On the other hand there are a good many examples 

from Benlal which supply informat1on of a reverse typel that 

is we have got real soldiers and conquerors treated as saints 

probablY after their death, and their tomb. attaining the 

rank of shrines or gargihs. Two important examples of thIs 

nature are the ~~rgih of Khin· .3ahin of Bagerhat in Khulna 
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district who was an offioial and a conqueror of this region 

in the time of Ni,lr al-Dih MapmUd Shah (A.D. 1442-1459), 

and the other is ~far Khan Ghizf who oonquered Trlvenl area 

1n the time of Rukn al-DIn Kaykiii. (A.D. 1291-1301), but 

today he is the runovned saint in that area. 

(11) Influeng! over the ruling glass 1-

The above point will be more clear, if we remember 

that the surIs also interfered in the internal politics ot • 

the oountr1 and sometimes tried to influence the Sul~ins in 
1 moulding their state-policies. We have pointed out elsewhere 

that the Sul~ans were respeotfUl towards the ~ffs, helped 

them 1n the1r missionary activities, built mosques, madra.ahs 

and Khiljgahl in their honour and even granted lands for their 

maintenance. But it 1s difficult to explain why, in spite ot 

generally respectful attitude of the Sul~ans to the ~8. 

S1kandar Shah turned Sbaykh ~Ali' al-l1aq out of Pandwah and 

banisbed hill to Sunirgawn. The reaaan put forwa.rd. by the 

author or'~bir @le~~r2 Is far from satisfactory, because 

he says that by a super-human power, the §bnykh spent so 

much money in feeding the beggars, pupils and wanderers that 

even the state-treasury could not have borne suoh a hug. 

expendi tura. The SUl~in grew jealous and ordered the SbaY~b 

to leave the Capital. On the other hand we know that the 

same Shay~, ("Ali' al-1J.aq, -was looked upon with regard and 

esteem by his (S1kandar's) father Ilyas Shah who built a 

1. See Chapter III, Section (A). 

2. Akhbir al-4\1fhyir, P. 143. 
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1 mosque in his (the ShaY!ffi t s) honour • Even S1kandar Shah t S 

attitude to the SUfIs vas all along one of respect and 
.&.._-

2 
veneration; he built a mosque in honour of Mawlina Ata~, 

he was 1n correspondence3 with the celebrated saint of Bihar 

Shaykh Sharf al-DIn YabYi ManerI. In view of these fact. we 

are apt to conclude that there must bave been very strong 

reasons that led him to take such a step. The subsequent 

history of Bengal leading to the Hindu interregnum after 

supplanting the 11yil 8Dihi dynasty, suggests that there 

must have been a wide d1rference between the Sul~an8 and the 

~rs on the matters of state-policy, partioularly on the 

question of the appointment of non-Muslims in the key­

positions. That the 8ituation took such a tum is proved 

from a few letters of ~~rat Mewlana ~m~afrar S~ BalkbI, 

addressed to Sulfian Ghi7ith aI-DIn "am Shah or Bengal. The 
4 

relevant extract 18 liven below 1- "The Exalted God has 

sa1d, nYe who believe' take not into your intimacy those 

outside the ranks". The long and short of the matter is that 

in commentaries and lexicons they have aaid that the faithful 
, 

should not make the unbelievers and .trangers their confi-

dant. and ministers. If they say that they do not make them 

their favourItes and friends but for the' sake of oxpediency, 

1. Por inscription see, Epicrapb'. Indc-Moslemiga, 1939-40, 
Pp. 7-9, Plate (a). 

2. J.A.S.B. 1872, Pp. 104-5. 

3. JourDil Qf ~ Bthar Be'SArah Sosi,ty, Vol. XLII, Part II, 
1956, P. 8. 

4. "The correspondence of two 14th century Sufi Saints ot 
Bihar with the aontemporary sovereigns of Delhi and Bengal-} in JOUtna1 of the Bihar Research Society, Vol. XLII, Part I , 
1956, Pp. 10-11. 
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the reply is that God saya that it is not expediency but 

the cause of trouble and sedition. He says "Li Yalunakum 

Khabilan" (they will not fail to oorrupt you) 1 ••• La Ya,seruna 

I!sid-l-Amrekum" (they will not hesitate or spare themselves 

in oreating troubles for you). Therefore, it 1s inoumbent on 

us that we should listen to the divine command and cast 

aside our weak ~udgement. God says 'Wadduna Mi An1ttum" (Ill8J 

only desire your ruin) i.e. when you maYe them intimate with 

yourself they will love to involve you in evil deeds. An 

infidel may be entrusted with some work, but he should net 

be made 'Wall' (Chief Supervisor or Governor) so that he m~ 

have control over and impose his authority on the Muslims. 

God say8 "let not the believers take for friends or helpers 

unbelievers and neglect Godl if any do that, in nothing vill 

there be help from God except by way of precaution, that ye 

may guard yourselves from them. There are severe warnings 

1n the QUran, the 'Badia' and historical works against those 

who have given authority to the unbelievers over the believers. 

God grants oppulence and provisions from unexpected sources, 

and He gives delleverenoe from them". There 1s an authoritative 

promise of provisions, victory and prosperity. The vanquished 

unbelievers with heads hanging downward, exercise their power 

and authorIty and administer the lane.s which belong to them. 

But they have also been aPPointed (executive) offioers over 

the Muslims, in the lands of Islam, and they 1mpose their 

orders on them. Such things should not happen". 
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The letter clearly indicatea that the Bengal Bul~in. 

allowed the non-Muslim. to participate in the adminiltration 

and even appointed them in the key-positions of the state. 

In tact thll policy was first adopted by Sul,an Shams aI-D"ln 
, 

Ilyis Shah. ~lya'al-Dln Baranf, a contemporary historian writes 

a8 follows about 111il Shih, which according to him justi-

fied the Lakhnawtf invasion of F1rUz ~ahl "That Ilyis, the 

ruler of Lakhnawtl, who has taken possession of that country 

by foree, at this time gathered together the PAiks (toot. 

sol.diers) and ghww.t...l (bowmen) from the r1 Tar-girt Bangalah 
1 

and invaded Tirbut without any reason n. In another place 

the same author writes in describing the battle betvcen 

Ilyas and Flrfiz Shih t "The well-known pa1kA of Bangilah who, 

for year., gave themselves the name of A2B Bgngil (the Father 

ot Bengal) and claimed to be (heroic) men, took promise 

before 11ya8, the Bhin~e8tert to sacrifice their lives (tor 

him), and standIng in front of hi. (array of) horses, together 

~th the ~. of the river-girt Bangilah, (they) brave17 

threw about their arms and legs. In the time of battle, when 

faced with the brave soldiers and archers or the army of the 

victorious, (th6Y) put their fingers (in fear) into their 
" 

mouths, lost their sense, threv away awords and arrows from 

their hands, rubbed their foreheads on the ground, and fell 
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to the swords of the enemi •• nl• The above palsage. therefore, 

reveal that 117i. ~~h recruited the local people in his 

army a8 toot soldiers and bowmen. Y~i Sarh1nd1 give. the 

name of one Bengall supporter of Ilyis Shih; his name was 

"Sahdeo" or "SahdevaHe• The condltion of his time demanded 

such a policy from Ilyis Shih, as he was opposed initiallJ 
3 . . 

by two rivals in Bengal itself, while towards the middle 

of h1. reign Su! ~in Finis ~h Tughluq of Deh11 made a 

desperate bid to anatch away hi. sovereignty. The posItion 

va. not better under Slkandar Shah. Just on his aecession 

to the throne, he faced the second invalion of Sul~in Flriiz 

Shilh TUghluq. In the face of such un1"aTourable Circumstances, 

1 t was but natural that they turned towards the local people 

for help and appointed them in the important offices ot the 

state. This very policy, which the rulers found aa an expe6-

lenay, wal bitterly opposed by the @ra, aa baa been sho\llll 

trom. the letters of Hadrat Muzaffar Shams Balkh1. Now if . . . - --
- r -

Gh1rith al-Din ~am Shih could be warned by a ~ur! of 

Bihar, • was ~ 1 t not H pOlS! ble for §b.a1~~ ill' al-:tJaq to do 

1. Barani, p. 593. 

;;r J",,;' l fu/ J/,.1>;' ,;}jJcJ{;:!' ~/?U;,:-f) (::..'J/--:u ~l 
-' ,. - 9' ~. ') .' -d d', "0/ tl-/ VI) 0 Ij jv"' Jr--?/ r.., 17 
~~ -It) 0 ~~L ;.!->y/ V/:--, h~U;:'· J ~/ ·{"u~ -,_. Ii' 

(';.J '. i;;)' ':'.J U· ; t, f)./ ')';".-->r' If J b/./;";;u' Jy ~~ ~./ 
~ u~ 'P ./- - UA'./ U _./ . -:, • .' V" ' 

;;;~d>// '~~;~;Y~~J-:/,_/~'y~;;~Uv{t)/-1- ~-lj/~-~ 
- - .~,: )/(/l5 ~ J ;. »' lA cJ 0/' -:' (] l?: ~ 

2. YaJ;1Yi bin Alpnad, P. 125, note 5. - . 
r - -

3. For rl valrJ 'among All Mubirak, m:u.i Fakhr aI-DiD 
Mubirak ~ih and 111.1 Shah, See, HistorY of Bengll, 
Vol. II, Pp. 97 ff. 
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the same in the time of S1kandar Shih? It i. unf"ortunate 

that the correspondence between S1kandar Shih and ~~h 

Sharf aI-Din YaWi Maneri hal been lost to us. It would 

have probably thrown fUrther light on the sub3ect, and. in 

fact Mu,aftar ~aJl. Bal~bi allud.. to this when he says, 
1 

"You are enjo71ng the fruits ot these blessings" 1.e. 

blessings of ~ba1kh Sharf aI-Din Maner! through his letters 

" to S1kandar Shih, A~am. §bib I. rather. Tbe above fact. lead 

us to believe that the estrangement between S1kandar Shih 

and Shay~!! fu' al-:ijaq was not due to any personal je.lou81, 

.s Sh&7~!l 'Abd al-~q Dehlawi would have U8 bellev.2 , rather 

it was due to their vide dlfference on matters of state­

policy. Sikandar §bah, put in an adTerse situatIon as he was, 

due to a hostile attitude from the Bul~in or Dehl1, oould not 

but rely upon the non-Muslim local people, thus giving a 

popular shape to the Muslim Sul1!inate 1n Bengal. The political 

condition and state-oraft demanded such an outlook from the 

Sul1!in, while the Muslim divines reading the cannonical law 

between the lines could not approve this attitude of the 

Sul~in. 

It 1s diffioult to say who were right, the Sul~in. or 

the d1 vines, but the subsequent happenings leading to the 

Hindu interregnum ot Raja Gat;le •• show: that the policy or the 

SUl~ins reoeived a setback at least temporarily which required 

Shay!tb lfUr QU1;b 'Ald, the greatest Muslim d1 vine of Bengal 

of the day, to take active part in politics. 

1. Journal of the Bihar Reaearch Society, Vol. XLII, Part II, 
1956, P, 8. 

E. Ak!}l!ir II-Ajir, p. 143. 
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. 1 
All the authorities .,ree that the Mu.l1m SUl~inat. 

of Bengal passed through. critical period towards the beginn-

1na of the 16th century. Tak1n& advantace of the 11 baral 

polleT or the 117i. Shih! SUl~in •• GIIJ1..'a or Kana gained 

ascendanc72 and perpetrated oppresalons on the Muslim. 1nc1ud-
_ r_ 

10& the divines. Thi. oppre.aion led Shqkh NUi' QU~b AlaIl to 

inY1t. Sul~in Ibrih!m Shar'li or Jawnpiir to invade Bengal 

and to save the Muslim K1ncdom there. lie also wrote a letter 

to Mrr Sayyld Ashraf Jahinarr SimninI requ6st1nc hill to 

utI11se his good offices to urge upon SUl~in Ibrahim ~rqI' 

to oome to the aid of the Muslims or Bengal. When SUl~in 

IbrihU reaohGd Bengal and enc¥1ped in Ffriizibid, G~e'. was 

terrified and submitted before the saint. u regard. the con­

version of Ja181 al-DIn the R1y'4 and Mirital-Alrjf ditter, 
3 ; 

according to the tormer t Ganeaa took hi. twelve year old son 

Jadii to the Bhaylgl, got him COIlY&rted to I.lim aId renounced 

hi. sovere1iDty in favour ot hi. scm, but according to the 

latter Jadii, f'1nd1nc it difficult to rule over the Mual.1ll. 
4 

embraced Ism, "because of hi. lust tor K1n,dom" • Whatever 

Jlight have been the oa •• , there 1. no derqinl the tact that 

the conYer.ian at Jalil al-DIn and the reltoration or the 

1. 'Ab! al-Rahllin Ch1mttl tarit al-AsrAt, <"Al!yah Madra.ah MS. 
Foll0 No. ·184 • .!fYH' Pp. 110-116. Bayia or Mulla Taqqyi, 

&.~~ct.948gl.!w~·q!~:d3t; 
2. RecentlJ Dr. A.H. Dan1 has tried to prove that G~.'a or 

lina did not crown himself kine. (See, i.A.S.~. Vol.XVIII, 
Iio. 2, 1962, PP. 121-170). 

3. D1xii, P. 113. 
4. 'Abd aI-Rahman ChimtI, mEat al-Alrar, (illYah Madra.ah 

MS. Fo11o'lo. lB4~ 
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MusUm Sul~inate in his person was due to Shaylt_h NlIr QU~b 
c-Alam. The Muslim Kingdom. of Bengal was deeply indebted to 

this Muslim divine, but for whose timely action, the saver­

elcnty of Bengal might have passed out of the hands of the 

Muslims for many years to come. 

Two other saints who .sem to have taken part in poli­

tics were Shah Isma~l Ghiz! and Shih JaIll DaklnI, Shah Ismill - -- - -

Ghisl vas executed at the order of Sultin Rukn al-DIn Barbak - . 
Shih. Aacordlng to RisSlat al-ShuhQi the reason or his execu­

tion va. as follows 1- One Ri'ji Bhindsl Rai, a Hindu commander 

of Ghoraghat sent a false iniormat1on to tho Sultan that Ismi11 . 
Ohaa! had entered into an offensive and defensive alliance 

with the Ri3i ot Kimarupa and intended to set up an independent 

kingdoa. The Sul~in got alarmed and at once ordered for behead­

ing the saintl. It seems unreasonable that the Sul~in took 

action an a talse oharge against a person who did 80 much tor 

the cause of the Sul~in and hi. Kingdom. He .s.isted the 

Sul~in in build1ng • dam for oontrolling the flood in the 
2 

vioinity or Gaur • He was the man who defeated Riji Gajapatl, 

the king or Orilsa and Kime.vara, the King of Kimarupa~ and 
to 

made them/pay tribute to the Bengal SUl~i.n. Moreover Su.1~in 

Birbak Shih wal a great patron or scholars and literature, 
4 

hi. court val adorned by a number or Persian poets I be 

1. J.A.S.B. 1874, Pp. 215 fr. 
2. 1l2J.a. 

3. ~. 

4. ~, October, 1952, Pp. 61 ft. 
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.... 
encouraged Malidhar Yam, the writer or SrI ~i9hr}a V1jaya 

who wal given the title of ~araj Khanl ; he himself was 
(-

an Alim: All these show that the SuI ~an took action not on 

a false charge but probably on 8t~onger reasons. Rtikn al-Din 

Birbak Shah vas the first to rearul t l1abshI slaves and 

appointed them in the key position of the state, he recruited 
2 about eight thousand of them • !his policy later on proved 

disastrous to the Bengal Sul~inate 31 we find a ~b.P! 

interregnum in Bengal about half a century after the interre­

gnum of Raja G~e8a. Was there any differenoe between the 

Sul~an and the Warrior-saint on this policy or was 1t a faat 

that the warrior-saint actually proved faithless and intended 

to set up an independent Kingdom? These quest10ns cannot be 

answered with oertainty, but there Is no doubt that there was 

some sort or a disagreement between the two. 

:3 
Of Shih Jalil DakIn! tradition bas it that , he sat on 

the throne .s kings and exerted great 1nfluenae upon the peopl.e. 

The SUl~in of Gaur beaame auspicious of his power and bebeaded 

h1m. Though no olear idea may be obtained from such general 

remarks, it probably iDplles that the saint exerted some 

influenee in the internal politics of the country. It 1. 

difficult to identify the Sul~in of Gaur who beheaded the 

saint, but if the identification of the saint with JaUl. 

-
1. SUkumar Sen. I!itiglOS;hity,r ~t1AAs·a., Calcutta, 1940,P.72. 

2. Ti~.l-Feris}tah,Vol. II, p. 29B. 

3. AlFhb8r, al-AIshyu, P. 173. 

* Bupra, P. 73. 



- 169 -

al-Din ot §l!U'QlimAh i8 correct
1 

.s has been done by 
-

Dr. K.B. Baloch, we may identIfY the Su.l:t;in with Rulm al-Din 

Birbak Shih. 

!he above discus.ian make. it .urriclently clear that 

the ~1. did not remain merely a .pectator ot the political 

event. in Bengal, rather the, in their own Yay, tried to 

influence tha, when the, thought that the Sul~in'. action 

va. aoinl alain.t the spirit and interest ot I.lim. 

(111) ~tpg of rel.g1oul In.trqgtions !~ 

From the beginnin, the ~fll paid their attention 

toward. eduoating the people. Beside. ,eneral reference to 

the establishment of ~ingahs and educating the peopl., we 

have sClDe concrete examples to show that they taught tlua 

people and sometime. maintained academies for the purpose. 

The first important example Is that of Bhojar BrahmiD, the 

12&1, who ma.tered himself in Islimic sclence.2 
under the 

cuidance or Qi41 Rtikn al-Din al-Samarqandl. The example. 

ot Jna1nta1n1ng aca48D17 or iapart1ng in.tructions b7 Mawlini 

!aq1 al-D1.n and MavliDi ~ al ... Dln AbU ~aww8mah have been 
. 3 --
01 ted alread7 • The Dext ~ who maintained a mAAralib was 

- r- r..-
1Ja4rat Bur QU~b Alam. In prai.. of SUl ~in Ali' al-Din ~.a)'ll 

Shih, stewart write. as f'ollOW1l 1- "Amongst the nwaerOlls 

1. ~, October, 1962, P.66. 

2. jPVnal at the Pgi.tlD Bi,tgrlQIl BoP1,ty, Vol. I, Part I, 
anU&I'J, 1963, P. 47. 

3. Bee, SUprA, pp. 84. tt. 
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instances of hi. piety, he settled a grant of lands for the 

support of the tomb, college and hospital of the aelebrated 

saint Kuttub al-AlUlll, which aN continued to this daYI and 

every year made a pilgrimage on toot, from Akdala to Pundwab, 

to Visit the holy shrine of that sa1ntnl. All later hi.torl •• 2 

aonflrm that ~sayn ShAh granted lands for the maintenanoe of 

the alms-housa 1n the g&[gib of the aaint, but none of thea 

refers to the maintenanoe of the college. We do not know 

wherefrom Stewart got this information, but if 1 t proves to 
C"-

be true, it will leave no doubt that the saint QU't!b !lam 

maintained a college, which continued after hi. death and 

received a land grant trom Bul~in J#uSayIl ~ih. N.H. Law 

:ruggests3 that the college val founded by Sul~in ~sayn Shih 

himself a8 a memorial to the saint, but stewart, his authority 

does not bear him out. The passage quoted above suggest. 

unequl Tocally that ~sayn ~ah granted lands for the support 

of the college that was already in existence. 

The importance of the teaohing of the Bencal ~r. 1. 

borne out by the fact that a number of Muslim divines received 
I 

training under them. Thus §..ha7~ Ya~ii, .father o:f Kalt...bdu. 

al-Mulk Shay~ b~rf al-DIn Y~i Manerr .tudled under hi. 

teacher Mawlini TaqI aI-Din in Mahisun (Mahl-Sflntosh) now in 

RaJshah1 d18trlet
4

, Hakhdiim al-Mulk himself' etud1ad under 

-
1. Stewart I HiatorY of Bengal, Calautta, 1903, p. 129. 

2. T~!~F:t;~iIR~'PP. 301-2; BlYid, P. 135; Nl,im aI-DIn B s s 1 _____ -1.-AkbarI, Vol-;-nI, Bibl10theca Indica, 
Pp. 270-71. 

3. N.N.Law, Qp cit, P. 109. 

4. Shah ~bl Manig1b AI-Aifixti at the end of H,ktfibj,.l. 
~, P. 339. See, Supra, P. • 
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Kawlini Sharf aI-DIn AbO Tawwimah in Sunargi'wn 
1

, MIr Sayy1d 

Aamrat Jahinglr Simnan! and S!1ay~ 1p1sayn DhukkarpOI!A studied 

under Shaykh nl' al-tIaq in Pandwah2 , Shaykj} l}ua8m aI-Din 
. 3 

ManikpiIrl, ~aYlID Kakii under Shaykh RUr QU1:b 'Usm in Pandwah • 

_~J[Im reoeived 10 muoh prominenoe that they introduced new 

SUfi.tic ordera in Bengal. MIr Sayy1d Ashraf Jahangfr S1mni'nl, 
4 

in h1s letters refers to the following orders 1- (1) Sghra~-

d~ the great Sufistio order aftar tha name of Sbaykh Shahab 

* al .. Dfn Suhrawardy, (2) ~.ln1Ab of Deotala, after MakhdiIa 

Shaykh Jalal aI-Drn TabrlzI, in whose honour Deatala vas g1veD 

the name of Tabr1z~bi46, (3) ~rkhinr, to which Sh~~ ~rf 
al-Dln Abu Tawwiraah belonged, (4) ~1i1, after the name ot 

"Alaf al-lIaq, (5)~l1diaht meaning the order of ~aykb ~Ali' 

al-tJaq who traced his origin to ~11d bin AI-Walid, (6) NUrI, 

after the name ot Shayltb NUr QD.~b Alam, (7) .!fusaynJ, after 

the nama of Shaykh ~sayn Dhukkarpom and (8) RiD],in1ah the 

identIfication of which is difficult. This shows that each 
-

surf gathered a number of disciples round him who c~atmed 

themselves to have belonged to the order of their respective 

teachers. 

1. Shah ShUay'ba Mania!\! al-Asriya; at the end of l.faktUbit.i-
!j!s!!, P. 339-40. .. 

2. ~it a~~ir, p. 1fi6. 
enga r~s and Present, 1948, P. 36, note 31. 

3. ~hbar al-N{hyil, P. 176. 
~azInat 31~A,flzi; Vol. I, P. 400. 

4. Quoted by Hasan Askari in j3engal; Paat an~ fresent, 1948, 
Pp. 32-39. 

6. Memo!rs, P. 170. 
* JaUiliyah? 
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(1v) :1'Qqlr inf.11Il1gc our tbt SOAA,ty '1i1 pii.lenflJ2 

Igtint1.. 1-

A minute studJ or the bioar&ph1oal aketoh of the turr. 
revea18 two important tacta. Firat. they were oonae1vect of 

having been endowed vi th superhuman po\-I8r. 11ke 11 v1ng reli.f 

to the poor, .1ok and dest1 tutes, being present in several 

place. at Q time, living lir. to the dead, killing anrbod7 

Il t too \1111 end foretell1ng the fUture. seoondlY, their 

h1)insuwl were op'iln to all poor, daatitutes. l"ilGnd1oant. aM 

wanderers, who received food and shelter therein. Beside; 

tradItions, a number or oontemporary in'criptions substantiate 

this view. The ii.u:a:AbI of the ~fIs were considered to be, 
• is' ...:... 

"rest.Ilving bu11d11l1 on earth" ( I./' '...::.....7 ~ 'V,' (~), "where 
. ~ •. s • 1 

people attain their wishes", ( . L..< ~ ..::.-.--'!,; Ci»- L.J)1 ). 

The way in which the inscript1ana refer tc same of the surr • . 
18 noteworthy. Shaykh rlli"al_!-Jaq haa been referred to .a, 
"the beneTClent and revered saint, who •• action. at virtue 

are attract! ve and IUbll_ inspired by Allih, may He illumi­

nate hi. haart with the light of dlTtne perception and faith. 
S 

he 1, the guide to the rell«lon or th. G1oriOUI" • ~ 

lfU.r QOtb cilam bas been reterred to a8 (.) "Hadrat SbaYkb a1- . . .. T_ _n_ 

Islam, crown of nation, full 1IOon 81Itm.g the saints, 'Who have 

b.en united witb Allih", (b) "~~rat Sult;in al.!Aref"!n (Sul~11D 

of saints) QU~b al-Aqtiib ( pole or poles)". (c) "OUr revered 
.' 1 

1. ~ojrs, P. 104. 

2. §n1sr:filRb1a Ipdc-Moslem!a. 1939-40, P. 9. 
/~~jijv U I ..... .. tY "~lc <. 'i).~ l:-:'-" t:5P ~ .o\J~I(S.)J'\fi r\~' 

- u ts--....J' if:> dl () / kllyt'» uk ~'-' "d.;..r1' . .... . .. 
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.. ater, the'i.teacher or , .... , the proof' or tbe Con&l'81at1on, 
.. 7'" 

the BUD or the taith, the te.t1.JlcJv or Isliil and the Mua11u, 

who bestowed advantage. upon the poor and tha 1Ddl,ent, the 

1\114. or .a1nt. and of INch ., wish to be IUided", (4) "the 

IUD or tbe ak7 of Nl1g1at and the .oCID of the mine or tl"Uth. 
1 

a p1de to the W8J or spir1 tuaU tJ" • Aooordlnc to another 

1nacrlpt1CD. "Jalil al-DIn Shih (T;tbrld) va. the aocepted 

ot Allah, AnI.Uo 1n diapo.lt1on and kine at religion and 

ot the world .. 2• 

Row were the.. api tbets attn buted to the BUtf' tor 
e 

noth1nc? !he answr lIU.t be an .. phatl0 no. The people I'.~ 

beUeved that they were endowed vi th I\lper-hUII8D powers, tb87 

were inaplred bJ Alllh, their heart. were 111lDl1ned by tt. 

divine perception and the)' vel'e the IIlne or tJ'Utb. And all 

the •• were tn .pit. or the tact that the, led the 11r. ot 

.lapl101t7 and .uater1ty. They did not he.1t.t. to perrora 

burabl. work. nan to work .. ___ pel' at the b14dlna or their 

teaoher. Makb1iiI ~ Jalil If.brid uae4 to tollow hi. - --
t .. cher vi th • heated stove OIl hi. head. and • oook1Dg pot 

thereon, .0 that he Gould provide hi. muter wi tb hot toed. 

1. HMolr., PP. 109, 116, 123. 
-Uf6J10gte~ J~ ~\~l..Jv~ 4.~\~'\~~\e up> (a) 

- ~lk;~\~~...)W\ulh..\....... ~~ (It) 
~\~\~~\~ ~~'iJ~.r. ':a.:~.,:, ~\ ~hl-~"H ~.~~ (0) 

_ UJ..}.... y:J' > ~ '~I ... ~.r ,u!'L..J. \.!' S. ~ let , 

2. Ibid. P. 104. -~:.>~l ~ 1J>k"4i::;i$\)~';; ~?'s-U--~ c.d) 
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on demandl • While be came to Bengal, be had only a bowl and 
2 

an cqI (stick) in hand • ~b .1a18.1 of Sylbet oba.rved fa.t 

ror forty year. whiCh he used to break only after ten con-
a 

.ecut1ve day •• As for his posles.ion, he had only a oow • 

Sha1~ Ala' al-~q used to accompany hi. teacher Sbaykh Ak.Jl! 

S1rij al-Dln 1Jthmin with a hot .tove on his head, the cooking 
4 ('_ 

pot thereon, '0 that he became bald. ~kh Hiir QUt;b liam 

used to pertora all aorts ot menial works, including the 
5 

carrying of wood and clean1nc of lavatory • 

SUch were the SifT. who made Bengal the cradle-home ---
of their lives. They vere renowned for their simplicity at 

lite, strength of character, devotion to faith and peacefUl 

pursuit., their KhinPAh& were rest-giving refuge, their alas­

hous •• were open to all, poor, destitute., wanderers and 

mendioants, they were conceived of haTing endowed with super­

human powers. Natural17, the people vere attracted and enchanted 

toward. them and 1 t i8 in thi. vay that they won over the .... 

of the Bengali people to Isla.. Examples are not rare that 
... ... 

sub.tant1ate the statement. We know from Sekh Subhodaxa that 

many people were attracted to Shay~ Ja1al Tabr1zI. The ~k9 

reltored to ur. a dying man whose wite was named M&dhavi. 

1. AilWV l1-Ailvir , P. 44.; SUura, P. 117. 

2. Sekb BY:tmodall, edited by Sulnunar Sen, Calcutta, 1927, P.7. ; 
~ra, P. 118. 

3. ~ .Ba~!;ii~M, Vol. IV, P •. 218. 

4. ~r il.:Ak.,Etir, P.· 1434 pupra, P. 132. 

5~ !W, pp. 162 ft. Supra, P. 135. 
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1 
Both busband and vir. became hi. slaves • It is al.o said 

that four servant. of a certain ministar of King Lakahmana 

Sena were Jealous of the growing popularity ot the ~h. 

They one day consp1red together to teat the super-human 

power of the ~~. The;y feigned. to be bl1nc.t t went to the 

ShayJc:h and aaked him to cure them. The ShaYkh listened to 

the. caretully and asked them to aGe him some other day. 

While coming out, the •• r'Yants tound to the1r horror that 

the)' became actually blind. They immediately surrendered to 

the Sha~h and iJDplored for pardon. The Shaykh became pleasad 

and cured thea. Since then, the,. with their vi yes became 
2 

servants of the Saint • T he Saint 1nf'luenced the people 

80 much that, "all the people think onq of the §lla1kh. 

They consider him as kina ••••••••••••••• The king (Lakshaana 

Sena) a1ao does not remember anybody e188 except the Shaykhft3 

Shih Jalil alao influenced the people of the hilly region 

of Sylhet. Accord1n.c to Ibn Ba1;~~ah, both Hindus and Mu.11m. 

of the area used to brIng gitts tor the ~~~ and hi. 

f'ollover. 11 ved ma1nlr on thoa. g1tt.4 • the convers1on beaan 

8ince the time of Mu!}amrnad Bak~t7ir lllal~I, who converted 
l' "5 

t'. -
a oertain Mach Chief and gave him the name or Ali • Be vas 

the person who led Bakh:t)-ir in hi. expedition to Tibet. 

Be.ide the general references evidenced by tradition., we 

have some undoubted evidence to _how that the §Uti. converted. 
,.- .; 

1. ~b e1Il2bHII&, edited by SUkumar Sen, Calcutta, 1927, 
pter I I. 

2. ~, Chapter IV. 

3. !l!14, Chapter IV, P. 24. 
4. Ihn Be ~1?;i1:p n, Vol. IV. P. 218. 

5. M1nhi3. P. 152. 
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people to Islam. In the reign of Sul~in ~1 Mardin Kha131 

Qi41 Rukn al-Dln al-SamarqandI converted one Bho3Rr Brahmin, 

the YO,!l. ~haykh Niir Qu~b 'Al.8.I1 converted Jadu (SU1~in Je.lil 
- 2 

aI-Din MW?-ammad Shih) and his Ion Al')mad IDJih • The people or 
the hilly region of Sylbet accepted Islam in the hands or 

Shah Jali1
3

• 

One great factor that must have helped in br1nc1nJ the . 

Mual1m saint. to the notice or the general ma88 18 the taat 

that most of theIr dVgj,hi in Beni.l are found on the top 

of the older sacred building •• Shih SUl~in M8hfaawir'. 

darcih at Mabasthan in Bogra dlstrlet stands on the top or 
.. 4 

a Saiva temple I at the :ramous Buddhist monasterr at Pabarpur 
- 6 in RaJshabi district stands Satyap1r Bbiti and on actual 

excavation Mnsl1m relics were found ther~e; the ~argih or 
BaJaz1d B1.~imf at Chittagong 18 occupying the top of a 

mound; and even the Khingah of Sha~h .Talil at Sylhet 1s 

placed prominently on an anoient mound. It we bear in our 

mind the attaohment of the local people (Hindus, Buddhists, 

Muslims all alike) to the sacred places of old, it 1s not 

dlfflault to realise how these dargah. continued to attract - , 
1. J?i,-l or the PaId-tan HiIl;orioa1 SOq1.U, Vol. I, Part I, 

P. • ~ 
2. l.bd al-R~in Chi.btl. Mirit al.Alrjr, AJiyah Madrasah MS. 

Folio No. 148. 
3. Ibn Ba~~~ah, Vol. IV, P. 217. 
4. Prabhaa Chandra Sen I Vare~a Rese,reh Society" ~Cf'ph" 

No.2. (Mahaathan and its virana Varandra RQsearo 
Society, Rajshah1, Beneal, August, 1929, P. 4. 

6. K.N. Dlksh1tl M'"," Xi the A£9bA.olollgal Suryey pt India, 
Ro. 55, Dehll, A •• 19 ,P. 80. 

6. Dli" P. 87. 
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the leneral maa. even when they had replaoed the earlier 

object or reverence. 

This arohaeological .vidence i. of great importance. 

" " It at once reminds us of the .tori.. liven in SIkh Subhodaxl 

where we learn about the disputations held between the Musltm 

saint. and the local §janus, It is not d1fficult to reali •• 

that atter the dereat of the Sidhu' and their conversion 

to lIlia, their habitat va. occupied b7 the aaint, and turned 

into dargiha. SUah an b7pothe.l. alone explains the pre.enou 

of so maD.)' dargihi on top of mound s and at the same time 

rat10nalises the stories given in llterature. These :mdbus, 

who were mostly Tintr1c Gurus had mysterious influence over 

the credulous masses. They were more than mere religious 

teaohers. They had beoome an instItution by themselves, 

round whom flooked the villagers in saareh of salvation, 

relier from miseriel and solace in the distraoted world. 

Their abode had become a tI:tBi (plaoe of pilgrimage). The 

people had blind faith on them. laturally when these Sidhu' 

were converted by the Muslim .aint. who ocaupled the old 

places, the devotion of the masses to these places did not 

diminish. On the other hand the m1racle~ and the piety of the 

new saints worked mora in their imagination leading ultImately 

to mals aonTersion of the 100a1 populaoe. They became Muslims 

in name retaining all their local bell.ts and customs. They 

learnt the rudiment. of Islam by attaching themselves to the 

ney sa1nts, but did not discard theIr own language, and their 
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particular V8.7S of lifa. As • reault tlwH 1. a strong 

local element1 in the Islim or Bengal. In this I.lia the 

WU:.MI Qui te natur~1l1 have plqed, and are playing tadq 

the IIOst important part. It would not be an 8zaggeratlon to 

say that the, are the nerve-centre of the Bengal! Mu.~ 

Sooiety. The, have all the three, religious, educational am 

so010log1cal significance. Some of the sainta have been 10 

popular that their names are incorporated in the local boat 
2 longS • 

In conclusion, 1 t ~8t be .ta1:ed that the Muslla saint. 

and the Qprcih. bave deeply aftected the growth ot the Mu.~ 

society in Bengal • 

• •• • '1 

1. See, Infra, Pj. 209 ff. 

2. Daggs. Rey1ey, August, 1913, P. 142. 
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CHAPTER - IV. 

COMPOSITION OF THE MUSLIM SOClitI. 

The building up of the Muslim Society in Bengal 1s a 

long procels ot gradual growth, aa has been di8cussed in the 

last chapter. The compo.ltlon ot the sooiety quite naturally 

also differed trom oentury to century. Two ractors were mainly 

respons1 hIe in, s,.,ell1ng the ranks of the Muslims in Bengali 

(1) the immigration of the foreign Muslim populace, and (11) 

merging of the local populace in the Muslim Society after 

their oonversion. 

The foreigners migrated into Bengal an several ocoasions -

some CGe 1n the wake of conquest1 
t some joined later in the 

2 
services , some followed the appointment ot new Governors 

_3 
from Dehl1 • some trekked in as peacefUl settlers in searob 

4 6 
of livelihood , some ventured as traders and businessmen , 

6 
and. some were fired with udssionary zeal. Almost all of them 

-

1. Minhaj (P. 147) refers bow the 19lal~r.a flocked together 
round MtiQammad Bakhtyar, after his initial sueaessea in 
Bihar. Minhi~ (P. 152) also refers to ten thousand soldier. 
with whom Bakhtyar marehed against Tibet. 

2. the most important example is that or Ui'al-D1n lJusa)'D. 
Shah (lat8r on SUl~in) who first aocepted office under the 
SUltin.(~~-l-Ferl~ib, Vol. II, Pp.301-2).For appoint­
ment ot. L slaves eet n1!!, P. 298. 

3 • .for those who vere lett in Bengal with BuLhri Itbtin, ••• , 
'I,iml. Fu1:UJ;i. a~=. edited by Aghp Mahd1 Ifuse1n,Agra, 
1938,. P. 166).. Vol. I, P. Q4.For recruitment or 
soldiers 'b7 Al Mard~ Khaljl, see, Hi.torv of Bengal, 
·Vol. II, P. ~6.1.. __ 

4. For example Amir Zayn al-Din Harwi, the poet-laureate ot 
Sultan Rukn al-D!n Barbell: Shah (See, ~t P. 100) and 
Mawlini AbU TaWrimah, (~pra, Pp. 85 ft.) 

6. F'or a businessmen under :All Mardan KhaljI see, Minhij, 
Pp. 159-60, 

6. For ~!s, Bee, Chapter III, Seotion (C). 
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came along v1th that horde of aigrat10n that vas set afoot 

by the devastating flood. of Monlol eruption from their 
1 homeland north of China. Man7 uprooted familiel from Central 

Aal. sought refuge in this sub-continent, many of the crowned 

heads thrown out from their masnAaa took the garb of royal 
2 I saints , and moved on to a naw missionary lire, manr craftsmen, 

architects, poets and painters flew away from the raging 

scourge and round shelter in the plains of this sub-continent. 

In the biographical sketohes of the saints and 8cholars we 

have traced before hoy they moved out of their homeland and 

settled in Bengal. 

The •• 1mm1grant. introduced. new element. in the Muslim 

Societ7. They came under the banner of Islam, but they broulht 

wi th them their particular ways of life, and a8 tar as prao­

ticable triad to keep a homogeneity of their group. The 
- 3 

earliest such people vere the Khalj1 conquerors. Mlnhij says 

how men belonging to XhalJ tribe flocked around Bakhtyir, 

hearing about his dare-devil conquests. It 1s they who formed 

the first Muslim nobility in Bengal, and it 1s round their 

oligrachy that the Mullim society began to take shape 1n 

Benlnl. Later with their subjugation new Turks poured into 

thi8 country till towards the end ot the 13th century A.D. 

Bengal became a retug. ot the Iloarl Turks driven Qut trom 

-
1. Dr. X.B. Qanungo in Hi.torl Qf Bepg!l, Vol. II, P. 1. 

2. For .uch saints, lee, Chapter III, Section (0), ~.112~154,156. 

3. M1nbi3, P. 147. 
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_1 _ 
Dehl1 • Lakhnavtl and Dahl1, for more than a qua~ter of a 

century, .tood face to faoe with rever.ed position; the 

~halJ1. alang with the local oonvert. occupying supreme 

place in Dehl1, and the Ilbarl Turks with their supporters 

holding their own in Bengal. The Tu@uqa, who were Qaraunah 
2 

Turks, bro);e this rivalry and isolation and once again 

opened the way for tresh migration. Their supporters from 

tar oft place. like Panjab, Multan and Si31stin found an 

easy opening to Bengal. One such Immigrant was ~jl Ilyis 

from SlJistin
3

, who founded the Indopandent Sul~anat. and 

who vas the first to un! te the whole or Bengal under him 
4 

in A.D. l.363 • 

In the years to come we hear of the im.portation oi" 
6 -

the Ab,yss1n1an ala... b1 RUkn al-D1n Barbak Shih. Still 

later came the Aflhin.
6 

(popularl1 known a8 Pathans) when 

they lost power in Dehl1 to the Hughals, and the latter tn 

chasing the Pathans spread out in the East, but their real 

supremacy in Bengal belongs to a period subsequent to that 

d1scussed here. 

1. Under_the House of Balban and their supporter Shams al­
Din F1riIz Shih and hi s children. 

2. Barani, Pp. 450 rr., 454. 
- - (' c-

3. Al-Sakhiwil A1-~" aI-Lim! l1-abl al-garQ al-tili, Cairo, 
A.H. 1303, Part , P. 313. 

4. N.K. Jraattasa11; Coins and Chrou,olQgy 01: the Early Indepen­
dept Sultana of Billga,l, Cambridge, A.D. 1922, P. ~. 

6. Tarlkh-1-Ferlshtah, Vol. II, P. 298. 

6. lli.Q., pp. 301.-2. 
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On the other hand the local converts bailed from 

different ranka 1n the society. The large majority came frOD 
I 

the genersl mass, who being attracted by the miraole. and 

piety of the Muslim sainta, accepted Islim. There are tradi-
1 

tions whieh speak of the r1 valry between Buddhist. and the 

l.. An important, example Is' found in Chapter "Niranjaner 
~ Bushma lt of §I1nya PyrW, edited br C.C. Bandopadhyay, 

Calcutta, B.S. 1336. . 
~ ~ ~ i~:~:~ ~,;;r ;){"..:;;:r 'i1"~ c.:rR 

~ r;:r~ ~~~~ s..~~ I 

?m~$ ~.:5f ~ ~~ ~ ~~ 

~~ ~-;..fr ~~~ ~~~ II 

~ S1-:n~ ~.:ar ;.¥:f ~;r 

.:. ..--... 
.;n "'"r P' ~ -1>,,;t..yt-..!l ~ 4' ;r \ \ 

. "'" 
m ,n·il:)'E ~l's1- ~~ ;rt T&l.:r ~~"l>t~ 

...--.. ........ 
~ ,.;:r 1 ;:m ~ ~- T&i~ "1i;;>(" I 

,.--... 

C:er ~ 03il .;5;JT tt ~~ .g;r 
.-.... 

~-t ~- :..r sri:- ~-~m.:f , 
~ -T .J "t>ofT'--l"3lt-~ 

~.!; ~~ ~~ ~ 

~tm R~ C4'i' ~~ ~~-1 II 
,.--.., . """-

Tt.f3T s-r;;- '2f7l~ ~ ~ -rr!f .:r 
~ q~ ~~ ~--";{'bPt~ , 

~~~~'"--r: ~ ~ ~ ~ :.:r '..., I "2. 0..:;:rt-~ . 

>rt~..p ~~ ~~t-~ I, 

T.!f~~c:r rrl, ~ .6~ 
'~t-'Jf" ~~1 -l~ ~ II 
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Hindus, and the tormer welcoming the Muslims and jo1ning 

handa with them. Many or the tmmbler people ChOSIJ to identify 
eo • t. -- -p:r,.ar;r 1;;r~~ ~-* 6.s~ ~~2Jht 

~'-2.r03 .;;r,;;;r-.;:; 11~~ I 

~C~:o$ 'Q1:of3T 51-;;; ~ ~- ...!l <foi-iol;r 

~~~~ Pfr~"f ~~ I) 
. .,' 

3~;- h;;r .~~ r<1 'ijl>- ~-;;rt- C"Pf-~~ ... 

.---.... 

""3ltt1~ h~ 
,~ ~ 

2'iQQ ~ STT~ 

~ , 

~ ;q-'P11T;;t" , 

~,f~.¢; ~;;r ~~ 

"'i;(i'~~ n~ 

6'-$1 ~~ ~'l>f";:r '6.c;q; ~~ ~~<>rl- ~:q; 

~~ ~-J ~4::rr I 

crt--'lt~ ~-vn- 1/ 

~~r..t t;r~ bl-1 1'":r 
~-~ t.~ 

-\?;tI~ <f.. bl1 :ij':5'~ ~-;;r 

~r~-' ;;:;r>l~~ 

'i3i: ~"l3t €hti- ~ 
,-............ ' 

T4'i ':(f ~ -:r , 
~!lJT ~~ ~~-5r;r 

~~-?" 11 

Translation 1- "There are sixteen hundred familia. of' the 
Brahmins in JiJpur. i~ey go to different places demandlnc 
SlNtsh1Qii; where they do not get any, they pronounce their 
aursa and thus burn the world. At Maldah they levy a regular 
tax. Tbey go demanding !lNfshJJli, where they de not get aD1, 
they pronounce their curse -and thus burn the world. At 
Kaldah tbf'Y levy a regular tax upon ell without d1stinction. 
There 1 s no erld of their knavery. 'l'hey have grown very strong; 
ten to twenty come together and destroy the .~rshippers ot 
DhArma. They pronounce the vedas, tire issues forth incessantly, 
everyone trembles before them. Being aggrieved at heart, people 
say, Or Dharma, protect us. Who is there other than yourself 
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tham •• lv •• with tbe Mu.l1a. 1n order to be tree trom social 
1 

inJustice and to lain ,oed po.itlon 1n the aociet7 • It i, 

the •• elaments whioh created the popular .spect of Is1 .. 
2

• 

But there were higher •• otion of the people who were Iraduall1 

succUJlb1ng3 to tbe 1ntluence of Islim, a1 ther poll tical or 

religious. kong tM •• IlII7 be aentioned the name. ot Bho3ar 
4 _ - 6 6 

Brahm1n , SUltan lalal ai-Din ~.-.d and 'Hrall Brabllan.s' 

(conYerted to lllia) 1n IImlna district. It i. the ,"sanae 

who can rescue us? Thus do tha Bral'BID8 d •• troy the creation. 
Thi, 18 burning injustice. ~rwa, trOll his seat in the 
~kun!iba knew all thi. in • m1nd. H. produced illu.ion 

prOduced darlmess. He a.RIled the tOI'll or X'YIPA (1 ••• 
Huslia), wore a black oap on the head with bow and arrow 
in hand. The be.t 1. aahi.Ted without teU' with the utter­
ance or one naa. or Khodi (God) who 1. foraless and without 
any attribute and who i. incarnate in ~ (Paradis.). 
they utter the name ot Madi,r (Shih Mad~All tbe Bod. 
with one accord vcre the trousers with great delight. ,.. 
Brablla became ~-ad, Vi'hQ.u,~~amba:r (proph.~), Siva. 
AdalRJ and GaJ) •• a_beeame Ghl.z!. a uec ... ~ and 
mm1I. bee... faqir! TbroVIiig aV81 his proper vestment 
lI'I.r&d. beau. a ~. Indra bee ... a MAl ipi (Halilini). 
The sun, the .oem other coela became toot soldlers, 
and all belan to plq II81"tial ausia. CbaJ141ka transtoraed 
her •• lf' into Eye and Padlli'Yatl beo ... Bib! Jtir. All the 
coda with one acoord .ntered Ja3pur, broke the t •• pl. 
and l_,e., s.laed (propert7) and c&lled out 'catch hold 
ott him or th"". 

1. R.C.Mitral the UtAijM Rt Wdh1 •• in IptUat Vlava-Bbaratl. 
A.D. 19M, pp. 78- ,81. According to DUart. Barbosa 
(Barbosa, P. 148) nth. heathens d.l17 bee ... Moors to lain 
royal ta'YOlU'". 

2. See, Intra, Pj. 209 ff. 

3. Cb.,taJl¥' 13hil'nt., Adi, 14th. 
~~ ~~.q- r-.~ C'2.~ -d~ 3fI,.;tiG'j- I 

'3rl~.r .:,iTTT~ -.p.f ~~ 'IT.or.:r-11 

!ranalat101l 1- "Allone the lI1ndUI some be1n.c Bran1nl, 
becoa. YAxanal according to their own villI 

4. See, SUpra, P. 81. 
6. R1xid, P. 113 • . 
6. I.A.S.B. 1867. P. 132. 
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of such people in Islia, wbich reacted to toreign element. 
1 

and were mainlJ responsible in 11~1Dc a local colour to 

the Muslla locletr of Bengal. 

There were a1,o' children of aixed' marrlal." s.Yeral 
• 2 exaapl •• of Mu.lJ.II up'antl taking Hindu vi", are found in 

the llterature. The ohildren ot suah person. attained rank 

ill the loc1et7 depencUnc upon their father '. station in life. 

The exaaple of ~a_.d lQlin3 •• 17th oentur7 Bengali poet 

a&7 be Cited, whole ancestor, a certain Miblaavir caB8 to 

1. A.B. Danil "Th. Hou.. or Ri3i G~." or Benaal" in 
I,A.S.B. 1962, Introductian. 

2. (a) V1jqa Guptaa P~dml .anat edited b7 B.I.Bhattaobar~.e, 
~ Niketan, Bar1aa J p. • ., ' 

~~.;r l'i"~.q; ,~;rrt- ~~ ¥~~T.;q- I 
..-...... ~ ,-.....,--..,-..;... 
l'if' ~- :q.., or ,q- <I'm' 3'i.. Si T., ..:l'rn ;f "'f\. ;;r It 

Tran.lat1ca. .euSIle va. a B1ndu ,11'1. It wa. her lIi.fortun. 
that the ~ foroed her &1187 and II&1"ried bel" 

(b) ~bdul Karimi Bingl, PrirhIn Pypth1£ B1TV'n.~ Pan I, 
Bangl:ya Sih1tya Par18ha4 Par1ka, additional DUIlber. B.B. 
1310, P. l.69. ' 

~~ 0rtC"iJ "!\ ~ , ~;q ~ CPil >f" ,.J'J-,.r ~ ~;q , 
~ ,. .....--~---

~"1J"t..;r ~ C!Jrtv-,-~ ;n""":::J , 

~~ ~~-~ un'";f ~~T~ ~~ 
.................... 

~-.;; ~....r '4>>n~ II 

_____ ..-- r--.. 

~~..q- 3> 1"21"'1 I to t q:.1 ~.:;- , 

-.......--h-""" .-. ~ V-&J~~ ;rt- n;-.q~.r ..¥~ ~~~~I ~.q 
.--... ::l. ............ 
ra-~~ ~ t '£ nt -.}l~F" 

~ &0.4 -r;;r~.sr~ ~ ~1~ ~;r-
m.; r-~-,q-I- ~-;rt ;rr~~ 1 

Translation .-"While Mib1 As.vir (correct17, MihI •• var) 
val travell1na through that country (Chi ttaconc), he sav 
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Bengal, married a Bl'amd n girl, and left behind a line ot 

children, who vere &overnor.1 in CbJ. ttqona in the later 

Ilyaa ~iih1 and !pluaJD, Shih' periods. Trad1 t10n make. J:iu.qn Shah 

I , 

the daughter or .1. She excelled V1dyidbara (the 
heroine or V!y~ ___ ara lecand) :in beaut" her smile 
and talk ouiipOUJ'ia nectar and her .,.. vere 11ke lotu •• 
When Mild sariI' saw her, he proposed to the Brahmin to . 
marry her. When AQbirxa did not agree, he rode en a tiler 
and appeared be.fore the Br.maj n. All the Brahm1Jul fled 
aVB1 out of tear, Aobi!7a pau8ed and ga •• hi. daughter in 
aarrla,eV 
(a) For one Shah Kamil'. urr1iDg • Bindu lad7 "., l.A,a.B• 
1874, P. 285. 

(d) Aocor41n& to tradl tim I1tia ~n married a Hindu lad,.. 
(B.lt.Bbattasall, c~ and ~onolpgy or the Earl! Ind'pan­
deAt Nt,;, o.t :penQ1, Cambridge, A.D. 1922, P. 83. 

3. Abdul Karim. BUIll Prist"n Pyp,)bJ.r BrIar:!:, Part I, No.1, 
Ban&!ra Sih1tya Parishad Patrika, add tiona nuraber, B.S. 
1310, pp. 159-161. 

1. Nuba-ad Ibin live. the following geneology ,- (Abdul Kari •• 
~ !'.liilll(fuPtW" mJf.r~~art !. 1Io~ .l.LPp.l.7? tt.· . 

• and. " aria. ~ __ a11&bhixl Bids!! OOrttX&t 
Calcutta, 1.D. 1935, P. 74 • 

Mihieawir 
_ 0 

Rata 
• Q 
S1dd1n 
. I' 
Bast! Jhin (ld.ntUi6d with Bastl .l9:!in, Governor of 

a Chi ttaa:ona under Rulr.n al .. D1ll "Berbak Shih). 
IUn.i Ihan (identitled with P,-riCa1 nJin.t. Governor ot o ObittsSong under Ali'al-Dln .~sayn ~). 
Gibhur Khin (ldentlfle4 with CJ'1hUte Ihan, Goftrnor ot 

t Chi ttagon, under Ui.' al-DIn ~sQl1 Shah 
• and Nuarat Shah). 

lfaua{ lOlin .-
o -

luarat Khan ·0 -
,Ja1i1 !hin 

I, 
o ~ 

Ibribim Khin. 
I 

Hubirlli IbiD. 
0-

Mal) __ •• ~. 
(See al'O t ,Pr~c,ed!Bl! 9~ t, ~et,an H1.toU C9nterenQl. 
Karaobi li8.s on, ,p. 0: • 
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1 in hi- early Ufe a ._"ant of • Brahmin. Be rose by dint 

ot •• rit to be the Sul~il1 of Bengal. 'the lJab!.-h! ,laye, ro •• 

to mamwl .iapl,. wS.,h the help or svord
2

• 11~" al-DIn A!m'ad 
3 

Bakbabl remark3, "The,. sa)' that during soae years, there 

va. such a au.to. 1n Bangllab that. wboever slev • ruler, am 
.ai on the throne, .. aryan. be<:ame submissive and obedient 

to h1a". Lov origin does not .eem to have oftered an)' barrier 

in ,Mining po.ition 1n the .oaiety. TheJ'&: a1ao does not 

appear to have been aQJ Itt ... attached to the children of 

:mixed lD8l'ria,es nor did they tora any di.tinot class of , 

their own. 

Local tradItion also attaches some Significance to 

the a1grat1on o~ Arab trader. ~ Cb1ttalCDC and the growth 
4 ot • Muslia population mixed with Are b blood in that resion • 

There 1. no doubt that the Arabs carried on trade with the 
6 6 

Ch1tta«ong QOa8t, but as we have shown earlier I no definite 

record 1. aVailable to ~bstant1ate the hypothesis or such 

1. g~IAi" l."har1ti1l'lj1tl Pub11 shed b7 Vall\Ulatl Sih1 tla 
Man !'t Calcutta, .~. ~Dg,:& Rj..lr1cl. Gaz,tte.r" 
Mur'M~UIRag, Calcutta, 1.0. 1914, P. 20. 

2. tarlfh=l-F.r!~tab, Vol. II, P. 299. 

3. 4obagit-1 .. ~. Vol. III,., f31bllothe~a, Indica, P. R68~, 
~L:.:~-;' !.If,J4- ,J~('~ )~.// ~J'-~/ 

- p'..? tJ ~, /, ~/ u :/ -' e!'JO ""'f 
4. E. Haq and Abdul lar1tIU fakin Ri"abhiYe BingM Aihitxl, 

Calcutta, A.D. 1935, P. • 

5. A.H. Dani. "EarlJ Muslim Contact, with Ben~al" 111 %he Eroge ... it,.' Qfth,e l!pk'l~an Hil\ia ~.rlng" Karachi S ••• ion, 
•• laSi. , 

6. see, SUpr •• p. 21. 
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an Arab ruaion. It must however be maintained that ChittaaOl1l, 

beina an important port-town. Arabs, Persians and many other 
1 

foreign merchants came there tor commerce and trade. Barbosa 
2 

gIves a similar aocount of the oity of Bangalah and record. 
, 

the presence of dArabs, Per.lans, Abexis and Indianan. 

. Bow were the~e people divided into soeial organi8ation, 

18 still more d1ftloult to say. 1he Holy QU.Iin says, "0 man-
, 

kind, to l we bave erea ted you men and women, and have t:l8de 

you nation. and tr1 bes that you may know one another. to l 

the noblest of You; in the sight or AllAh is the most pious 

of you. .to : AllAh 1. Inower, Avare"3 Thus the distinction 

among the Muslims Is in respect of their piety and their 

atfiliation to the nations or tribes, and not in the san •• 

ot elsss distinctIon as it technicallY means to-day or what 

the caste distinction mean. in Hinduism. But this is • 

general religious principle. In practical lir. it is possible 

to distinguish some groups of people having mutual relations 

ba.ed on common inter •• t. The earli.st re!erenoe to snob 
4 groups is foulld in the Inshl,.l-"lahrft , which contains a pro-

olamation' by SUJ:~M Firfiz Bh~h Tughluq issued in the name 

of the people of the terri tory of Lakbnawt! on the eve of 

l. BarbQsa, Pp. J.35, 139. 

2. For identit1cation of the city of Ben&alah see, lM~~ 
w"at0rical QuvterlY, Vol. XIX, A.D. 1943, pp. 316 r • 

3. QUr'in, 49; 13. 

4. QUoted in J.A.S,B. 1923, P. 280. 
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hi. fIrst invasion of :aencal (A.D. 1353). Here the people are 

,rouped aa follows 1-

(1) !he Sidi1;, cUlama.. M!t8hi,1:1kh and others or 81m1lar 

nature; 

(11) The ~St ,.Ha11ks, Umara, Sadre, Akiber and M/irlt; 

(111) The 'train and snit' of 10. (11); 

(iT) ZamIndirs, Mltgad4am., Hatruuin, l-fAdkan and 

suoh 11k_; 

(T) Hemits, Satns and gabrs (probabl;1 Am:4;). 

Here we meet with a good cro8s-seot1an of the upper 
, t 

cl... ct' the aoalet7 in Bangal, who counted tar baln, men-

tioned in the royal prOclamation. It 18 not diffioult to 

determine their exaot meanJ.n, v:I. th the help or other datail. 

given in the doC"tment. In cODnaotion with Nos. (1), (11) and 

(lil) the orde:r speaks or "their fiets, village., landa, 

atipends, wages and salar1ea". Obviaual1 thQae were the sauro •• 
I ' 

of inoOlle to the persons oODoern9d. Among the.. \fa oan 
('-

e88117 distinguish (a) Sazy14s, (b) ~8t i.e. scholars, 

(0) ~khs 1.e. aa1nts. (d) Officers. bearing titles like 

Khan etc. and (e) the servants of lower cadre attached to (d). -
It is important to note that the Siry1~s. Schclara and Saint. 

I 

are grouped together and the1 are givan precedence over the 
I 

official,. With respeot to 01aa5 (1v)t the order apeaks of 

the "revenue", uproduce", and -illegal truro. and due." -

obviousl1 implying that these have got to do with agricultural 

~roduee as distinot trom the official class and the soholarlY 
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and saintlY groups. To the last class are assigned "hermit., 
I 

sains and gabrs (?)It who also enjoyed ineOlle from uriers, 

villages, lands, wages and stipends eta.". Their privilege. 

are almost the same as those of elasl (i), (ii) and (iii), 

But the very raet that they are mant10ned separataly shows 

that there vas some fUndamental d1fferenco between the two 

broad groups. If the terms used are indioative of their 

true affiliation, it aan be deduoed that the persons of 

earlier Iroup are Muslims and those or the latter are ncn­

Muslims &1 Sain oan be der1vQd from the aanakrit word §AAlm 

and ~abr 1s probably a mistake for guru. 

It is necessary here to say something about the persons 

implied under different terms. 

(i) ibe Savyi4 •• -

Ther, being the descendant. of the Prophet, were looked 

upon with veneration and respeot by the leneral populatiOD. 

:Khin. .. -.Tabin of Bagel"hat., who vas first to bring Khulna­

Jessore area UD~er the Muslim domination, claims himself to 
1 

~ a ~lover of the deacendant. of the Prophet" • In the reign 

of Sul~an 9hiyith al-DIn'Iwaq KhalJI, ther reoeived stipend 

from the stete 
2

• FfrUz ~iih Tughluq promisec1 increment or 
3 stipends to the Sayy1ds • Ther had DQ hesitation to have 

matrimonial connectiens with tho •• who did not claim luoh • 

noble ancestry or to reoeiTe training from those who were 

1. J,A,S,B., 1867, P. laS, Append11 I. 

2. Mlnhaj, P. 161. ' 
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Ip1rltuallJ or In other V81 luperior to thea. For example, 

San1d Buaa)'D Makkt (later on SUltan cAli' al-DIn Hul87l1 Shih) . .. --
married, according to tradition, the daughter of • Qidr ot 

~ 

R&4ha1, while hi. aOD Ifu,rat §bih married the daughter ot 
sa 

SUl~in Ibrihbt Ladl • It haa been said .arH81' that M4hllawir, 

the ance.tor ot poet Muhammad Kbin married a Braha1n g1r13• . .-
~kh cAJ..a'al_~q, who clai .. d to be a ~ld, received hi. 

Ipirltual teaching. frOB ~h Akb1 81riJ al_DlnCUtbmih al­

:BadiyWlI, who did not claia IUch a high birth 4. • 

The proclamation of Frrna Shih showl that the a.J714. 
6 tormed an iaportant element in the society of Pandwah • 

SimilarlY Vlpradil. t s description of the MUslim population 
e 

of Satgivn reter. to the S.gzlda .a an 1.portant group. J. 

San'id dJD&sty, con.t.tina ot tour rulers, ruled over Beneal 
7 

for long torty ttve rears ~ A.D. 1493-1538). Lastly, • 

lUle number ot ~i. claimed to be ~ld. and traced their 
8 origin to the tam117 ot the Prophet • The fact that SaY11d 

-' SUl~an , a aid-16th centurJ poet wrote in the local languace 

1. R1Y~. P. 132. 

S. *f:dkh-i-Ferl!9tah, Vol. II, P. 302. 

3. See, SUpra, P. 186, note 2. 

4. See, Chapter III, Section (C), Pp. 128-29. 

6. i,A,A,B., 1929, P. 280. 
6. See, Intra, Pj. 196-97. 

7. Bilton of Beng," Vol. II, Pp. 1.42-1e3. 

8. 88e1 Chapter III, Seotion (e), Biographical Sketoh of the 
Siifxa. 
II-

9. For detail. on Sa1yid SUltan, see, QphIt. RaGl, edited 
by AU AluIad. B,S. l356, Introduc'tion. 



, I 

- 192 -

abows that the ~d. not onl7 •• ttled in this count 17' , but 

aome ot them mastered the local language also. The ~~! 

thua 0 .. 8 to Bencal in d1rterent ti._, •• ttled here and 

enga,ed in various professlona. All the .... the MD..11m_ in 

,.era1 paid due re.peat to the in whatever walk at Ut. 

they aight be. They did not torm a prot ••• ional ola •• , nor 

can t111. ola •• be regarded .s Brahaina are in the Hindu 

8oc1et7, thougb in both the factor or birth 1s OODDleD. Unllke 

the Bralndna the San1d~ have DO 1e,al cla1a to superior1", 

though in pract1a8 they are r •• p~ot.d becau.. of their connec­

tion with the tudl, ot the Prophet. 

(li) The 11i •• 1-

~- , 
Et7801oclcal17, the word Al.1.m aeana one who know., 

but technical17 it means a person who is vell-versed in 

Islim1c scienc ••• Whoever could master the seience of religion 
('-

va. called an Alla. :Bh.ojar Brahll1n, the Yogi t learnt the 

IalAm1c science 1 to 8Ueh an extent that ~he Huslia 4i vine. 
~-

permitted hill to pronounoe legal deoisions. the All .. could 

, I also attain the status of' a sur!. Mavlini Sharf' ai-DIn AbU 
...L-- -

2 
Tawwimah was • ~{, .1 hi. book Magamat suggest •• 

(-

Generall7 the Altm, acoepted the prof ••• ion of teachinl. 

Sa77id Sultin, a Bengali poet records the tollovilll duty ot 
• 

f- ,"-

an A'1a. 1ft! v1ng in the count..,., it aD7 1\A.1JlL.doe. not teaoh 

I 

1. !gurn&l 0hit- ~ak1,tan Hi.torlgnl. §pgilty, Vol. I, Part It 
\anuary,~ II 4~See( als·a Supra, P. 81. 

2. See, Chapter III, Seotion {Bl, pp. 85 tt. 
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(the reUclou. principle.>, he vill aurelJ De put to the 
,-

hell. It the people oommit sin, God will oatch hold at AJ1 •• 
1 ("-

and will puni.h tbu" • The illa. thus considered it their 

obl1gato17 dutJ to teach the people. Thi. 1& further sub.tan. 
,-

tiated. by the taat that the Alia. maintained academies, 

i.parted instructions' and somata.. wrote book. on rel1c1ou. 

Iclences. We haTe seen earlier that Qi<J.l RuJm aJ...Dln &1. 

Samarqand! converted and taught Bhojar Brahmin, the YO-'~; 
Havlini. Taql al-DI"n, whoa •• tudent va. ~kh Ya~i -;,t Maner, 

1aparted in.t:ruction.
3J Mawlini Sharf al-DIn AbU !avvillah 

malntainad • ~adraaah where he tauaht all branches of rel1cloul 

.elene.a". !' ..... i~t a book on 3urlaprudence, vas a1.0 
,- 6 

written her. by an A1.iJI • MereOTer, the erection ot ~!~~ 
~ 6 

by the royal patronl, a. referred earlier , necessitated the 

appointment of 'l11a. to impart education on lithe fJ .elene8. of 

religion and tn.truotlan in the principle. Vh1ch 18ad to 
7 

certa1ntT" • 

1. 8a171d ::JuliiJU Ophit. M'Ul, e41ted b7 Ali Ahmad, :B. S. 
l366, pp. 3-4. . . 

. r.-.... ..-.......--... 
6l\1. ~~ ~;;n,r ~~ ~;rt- &t-.;;\- -.4 \ 

------ .".-.... 
b'lf'" ~~'U"" ';rt~"f" ~I~~" '>1~~<.l.rt'9 11 

;::{~ ~q ~-.,- ~;;:r ~~+- S1~ I 

~ft~ ~+t.~ sm~rq5, 1;;f~C.1f&. II 

2. See, Chapter III, Seotlan (B), P. 81. 

3. !Wt P. 84:. 

4. lW" P. 91. 

6. ~, pp. 93 ft. 
I 

S. See, Chapter III, Section (A), pp. 64 U. 
~ Ul.J1 ./ ~.~. \\ ' l~ .• 

7. Mgo1ra. Pp. 157-168. t..: ... r b>' \ .. .> ~ ->J f...r U:--, .>.J 
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Seoon4l7 t .a the,. were learned in the rel1ciaul sci.nc •• t 

th.), vere allO appoint.d a. 0'41. i.e. the of tic. in which aD 

incumbent val required to be vall-versed in I.1im1o Law. W. 
1 

haYe, on the authority of Ferllhtah, discussed earlier , that 

SUl~in Sham. al-DIn XUauf' Shih u.ed to call the ~UPl' at 

int.rvals to admonish them not to s1d. with anybod7 in d11. 

charging religiou8 mattera. 

(111) The §haxkbl 1-

'lhe word • ~b' .eanl old, bLtt technica11, It mean. 

doctors 1n Husli. law and theology. In thl. sense they are 
(- (-

A1iml, but the Shaykhl are tho •• 411ml, who adopt the prot ••• ion 

of teaching. !hi •• xplains vhJ the iP.hj-1-Mehrij drav. a d11-
,- 2 

tinction betwe.n tbe Alim. and the W!'~ • !he word • ~kh ' 

hal been appaD4.d to the naael ot alaoat all the SjitI. or 

Bengal about whoa we bave dison.'ed 
3

• This ia prO~b17 due to 

the taot that the fUt!, aotuallY d.voted thaa.elv.. to the 

t.schine of Ialaa10 Scieno •• alone with their .,.tic performance •• 

W. bave, ther.tore, identitied the 8bAY:am& with the ijiiff •• 

The ~h. played a prOl1inent part in the Bengall 

.oaiety. We bayS seen earlier that a 100<1 numbe:r ot them made 

difterent part of th1. country the .cene ot their aotivit! •• 

b7 •• tabU_binI cw.l1i~1 or Ibipgahs. Each of them had • 
4 

larS- following under them. Moreover, a. hal been pointed 

1. Chapter III, Section (Al, P. 73, 

2. SUpra, P. 189. 

3. Chapter III, SeOtl0D (e). 

4. lW,. 
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out earlier, they belped the expansion ot Mualtm royal pow.r, 

imparted instructions, Influenced the ,ruling clas. and lastly 

converted the local people to lam. The7 maintained poor 
1 

bOllse., ,1 ring relief to the poor and the de.ti tutea ., In 

this period, elpecially in :Bengal, the word t~aykh~ a. said 

betcre, was applied only to the Muslim sainta. But too., the 
2 

connotation is changed. Aecording to B. Haq and Abdul Karia, 

in lome part. o~ West Bengal it .lenities the lower claa. 

MusUm., lenerallJ oonverted ones, and in i:a.t Bengal, •• pe­

olal~ in Ch1ttagcnc it is uaed for the aristocratic nan-
a 

SayJ1da • 

(1 y) the 0U1gi,1 Cla.1 1-

The bureaucracy in the Kingdom formed the official 

alas. in the society. They bore the tItle of Khin, Halik, -
~~, ~, Kablr and Mliirif. In the inscriptions of the 

period, ~ 1. the Simplest t1tlfi aonferred on the officers. 

Their turther elaboration 1s as fOllowa
4

:_ !Qfin l~§~aa~ 
~. al-{~~, Khnn-~~, ~ al-~;am ~-Mukarr8JD. 

~~. a:i;-@!&rq va al-~. Halik 1s another title borne 
6 bw the officials. It bas al.o different grades .a follows 1-

~ aJ.-.~~.J 14al1k al"~~f8J1 wa al-Mukarram, Mallk 
d 

1. See, Chapter III, Boat1on (e), Part II. 
2. E. Haq and Abdul Karimi ArakAiJ Bij •• bhix, Biilj,gli sahitut 

Caloutta, 1935, P. 92. 
3. IW. 
4. For insoription ae., J,A.ki • .ij. 1870, P. 290i_lB72, P. 106, 

1873, Pp. 272.731 293-94; 1860, P. 407; 19081 P. 260, 
1917 t P. 149; Ep ,,,aphia Indo.J4os1emigA, 1930-36, Pp.57-58. 

5. For inserlptlons lee, Wgraphi, Ind9=ffaalts1933-~1 
Pp. 23-24, i.A.S.B. 18 ,pp. 337-381 _______ • 73, P.283. 
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al-Hulk.' 'HaUk al-Nu1k al-§barq, Mal~ al-Umari va a~':"WUz~. 

But sometimes this was also assumed b1 the princes. BUbak 

Shah (later on SUltin RukD aI-DIn BUbak Shih) 18 called - . -
In the inscription, Malik al"!id11 al-bidJ!11 al .. ti~11 al-kill11 

(the Malik, ·the 3ust, the liberal, the learned and the 
1 

perfect) • W. have only one instanoe ot. the US8 at" !JIlr betore 

the name or a Sult}in and that Is in the, case ot SUl~an Ja14~ 
2 

al-D!n MulJammad Shih • t?adr probably was the ohief of the depart • 

• ant of 3uBt1ce 
3

• Kablr and M&irif probably impltEdtherenowned 

otficial or the kUlgdOil. 

Thi. evidence about the MuaU. scclety t derived froa 

the Pe~s1an source, needs to be cheaked from the local infor­

mation. Fortunately we have a similar reference in Manasi 

Y~JA.y.l of V1pradia dated A.D. lA95
4 

t \d1,g mentions about· ~he 
Huslia popu1ation of Satgiwn 

5
• He speaks of the followinl peopla ... 

• 
1. For inscription aee, &.A.S.B. 1870, P. 290. 

2. +m,lt, In.gr1ption• 01' wagAl, P. 14. 

3. I.H. ~eah11 ~1nistr8tio~ tha au1tan4tl or Dib1f , 
2nd edition, La ore; A •• i, p. 85. 

, " 

4. Sukumar Sen. BiDR1' §ih1tyet Xt~a'i' Calcutta, A.D. 1940, 
P. 105. 

5. ~, P. 114. 
,-... ..--.. . 

. T'l ~;If v.q; ~ ~ ...::>I-rr. ~ ...;rr~ [~J -a-a~-

rm--'t'"~~~¢~\ 
~ -(."lrl;g1~ ~ .~":3t-~ ~4t ~ ~1'7i. 1) 

............. 
~, ,..s-s. :<f>1~ ~~" 

Translation 1- "The Muslim population of (Saptagrima) 1. 
innumerable, they belong to Mu&ha1s, Pathans and MQktt1ml po.). The 2a~ Mul~.!-. and ~t! are busy wi h 

Qurifn and the - {religious books}V 
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(1) Hancol, P.tban. 

(11) Mokadia (1 ••• MakbdUm). 
I 

(111) Sanid. 

(Iv) Mu.lli. 

(v) Qi4i. 
l. 

All these people he ealls by the general name of 

uYavana"t and speaks llow they pray in the mesque and rea.d 

Quian and J<Jtib (probably religious books). Herein WE) get 

a picture ot the Muslim 8cciaty 8S it appeared to a Hindu 

living tar away from the capital. ~ere thare 15 no refeHilCG 

to the otr1clal cla •• , except the Qi41. who oame in contact 

with the oommon people in Alaller towns more than the higher 

oft1oial.s. The name Or Nulli i8 very 81gn1fio&l1t. The pari 

pla7Qd by him ilaa been discusseel in another plaoe1 • !ha 

~d!.. have already been discussed before 
2

• The 14ak.J!dUm 1. 

another nama by which tbe Muslim saints are remembered in 
3' 4 

the inscriptions • They have been dealt with before • Moncol. 

and Pathans are racial terms, used probably to rerer to the 

foreign Muslim populace ot the plaoe. 

A.D. 
The u.e of tn... two racial teraa in/.l495 b.Y Vipradia. 

1. difficult to explain. In the Sanskrit inscriptions we ,8t 
s S 

only Turushka or Ta~1ka t besides the &eneral nomenclature 

1. See. Ipfra, P~. 220 ff. 
2. See, SUpra, P. 190. 
3. For inscription. leo, i,A.8,~. 1872, P. l07J i.A.8.B. 187~} 

Pp. 271, 290, 2941. 1Pt';IPhiI rndP.M~;~1;a, 1929-30,Pp.:u..12. 
4. Chapter III, Seet on C. See also, §MPtA, P. 194. 
6. Ep1g;·i.Ph1.I·!ndlClt Vol. II , pp. 361 ff., Pr9g.pd,lng' ot the 

f51t1stL~~stOty conference, Karachi Session, 1961, P.200. 
6. J.4,S.~. 1898, Vol. LXVII, P. 116. 
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XVIDa 1. It i8 true, Monaal. ware not unknown to the Mu..11Il 

bistor1ana of thi. wb-aont1nent, •• we have sueral rater­

enc •• to th .. in connectlon with invasion trOll the north-nat, 
-2 

and thel are a110 known to bave •• ttled in Dehl1 • But no 

other evidence 1. available to show tbat the peaceful Moncol 

•• ttler. pu8hed •• far ••• t .a Satliwn. especially in such a 

lar.. IlUIlber a. to have been .entioned by Vlpradisa. Even 

the U'. ot the word 'Pathan' thrOW' sOlIe doubt on the .uthen­

tioit7 or the evidence.'Pathan' is no doubt, the general tera 

U8ed in the 8Ub-cont1nent tor • At~'. but the u •• of this 

word beC8ll8 aore current atter the overthrow of the Af'c!!in. 
tran new by Mu.Lbal invasion in A.D. 1826 (and later the 

d •• traction of the SUr! empire) and their consequent spread. 

inc out in Bastern India. In Belllal the d.scendant. and 

npportera ot Diud Khin XarrinI (died in A.D. 1676
3

) are 

reterred to aa AtlhiDa or Pathana a. opposed to the Mu~'. 

Who displaoed their authorit,r and •• tablished their rule here. 

Most probabq trOll thi. ti_ onward 111 Bencal the ceneric ten. 

Patban vas used tor pre or non-lluL.hal MuslJ.m population •• 

opposed to the ~l •• In common parlance in India we ,et 

onl7 tour tera. • ~klh Sa771d, Mul!!al and Pathan. 'the 

first reters to the aa1ntl, the .ecODd to the d •• candant. 

of the Prophet and the la.t two are the same kind or laneri0 

2. Baran1, P. 219. 

3. Biston or §tng.l, VOl. II, P. 192. 
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terms a. used by Vlpradia •• Though no definite dat. can be 

fIxed to the origin of this general proverb, it 8eems that 

it 18 of Mughal or post-Mu~l creation. Theretore, it 

appears that the us. of the terms 'Mongol' and tpathan·· by 

Vlpradisa may not be taken s.rlous17. 
, , 

From. another Bengal! poet, Mulcunda Rima ot a slightly 
1 later date (late 16th' century ) we get a pictur. of the Muslim 

2 society of a lover cadre. He say8 " There are some people 

called goli (correotlj loali or milk man). They do not p.rform 

Rozi (tasting) and Nawiz (prayer). Those Who accept the 

occupation of weaving· are oalled jolhi (weavers). Those who 

drive bulloCks are called MQgerl. Some sell cakes and are 

called f~lbirl. Those who •• 11 fish are called Kibirl; they 

1. Sukumar SenllM,li SjMtX.r It1hill, Calcutta, 1940,p. 433. 

2. Mukunda Rimal Ka:d,k.ijkan Qbandi, published by Ba!igabi.sI 
Karyilaya, Calautta, P. 86. ,. ''1 t om ~.3l. rrt ~"1 ~:rt. ~-J; t~;;r- Co ..-r~~ " 

~~.; ;q,1?~ ;;rn.r ~~-~ c:.3'ct";;rt " 
.-- ,....... 

~ ~ t; "1Tl 'i :rt =rhr q nT{, -:r '~,,:6 q." ~ I 

~Jr r<rrF¥1 ;rn.r ~;rr~ ~.h,~ " 
7fJ~ 1.Z1~ ~ Si~~ ~-,qlF?l 
..-....,.--.... - .... r;:r ~ ~:::r n1'lJ31- ~"1.'2: .;;fTT2 ~"l.r t;T1~ H 

-----T-?Z~ ~ b~ ~-~...n.rt;r ?.!f't.>f' ~~lrl'~ I 

* Another reading:-
~ ,.--... 
l;;prrr~t{4" T..::5~, 

( cf. J.N.Das Gupta: Bepgal 

l!! the 16th Century, Calcutta University. A.D.1914, 
pp.T9 ft.) 

• 
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do not keep beard and alW&1. tell • 11e. fho.. Hindu. who 

became Mu •• lminl, are cal.led QhQf.il (correct17 Go4-liz or 

aalter or firework). Tho •• eo bel tor ala. at night are called 

W. Thol. who make the local are called Binikil:l the;, earn 

their 11 veUhood at the mer07 of _weavers. Some Co t'rc:a town 

to town with their paintings, vh11e other. make bows and are 

called firakar (boWIlen). SolIe lUke paper and are called klcbi 

<trom Kiglja'), while the O.land~ wander trOll place to plaoe. 

Some who paint their oloths with dye-.tart are called BInI-rl'l 

they wear red clothe. on their head and they pos •••• aan1Snea •• 

sas. pertor. the vork ot c1rcumcision and are cal18d Hljilt 
the,. move from one town to another without aD1' r •• t. Sale 

•• 11 beet and are called haU. !he, will ba? DO place in 

Y"'pura (nest world). Tho •• who cut oloths and tben lev thea 

are callB d tilld ( t&11or ) M • 

.-.... , 

")nn .;rn~--s:+ ~ ~l~ ~~~I~ I 

~~ .;f3~'~ .,.,t'!l3 \'" ~1T'"?;rr.{tl 
-pt~ ~~""t b~-;Z T~:n~ =i ~~. I 

.§1-:'f a-s-; -~~ t;q.> ~ -f;i ~1. ~ "t ~ ~ 11 
--.qsy S1-J[ ."it'"?=m * 

_ _ ::--t" • .:n-;;;..r !t!~~ ~ __ ~I~:; [~., st~ J I 
<P <'f ~ 1 ~::It C~y, T ¥"t-! Tl1 ~,~ " 

..q~.,f""..-- ~.2,Ul ~J' C~-2. ~"tf ~-64""~ \ 

C"'Tn~ ~ :~.:{ l~"f s,1..1f s&'c..§ ~ " 
~ ~-.3 :zt>."l ~ ~ ~TW c--n ~ "'!3 'flSJ, --.;.r- , 

~ f ~1a o;s T~ ;:rr ~T~- ~~1):1" II 

'c.s'tntt;~ ~~" ,;rn.r c:rt.q-t~ qs-~ I 

-4-.! "C~ ~ ~-!!J.~ 31-~ ;n-~ k~ I) 
r--

~Ir a'9 1 4S1""~s. l:31.---tt.~ C1~~ 0?r I 

'" ( cf. J .N.Daa Gupta: Be-.,e.1 E:! !d:!. 16th century, Calcutta. University. 
A.D. 1914, Pp. 89 ff. 
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The abov. de.cription ,iv.. onlY prot •• aional cla •••• 

and thrOVll light on the occupational groups of the HusUm •• 
1 

Th. first is llaJIuld G1i (gPili' ). Than tollow ~olhi or 

Ju1,hi, the weaver, muker1 in the •• ns. ot cowherd, pi,hir:i 

1.e. baker, ~ibir' 1.8. fiah .eller. Stranae17 enough the 

converted Mual.11ll. are oalled imSfU.. a term, the meaning of 

whioh ia difficult to determine, unless we take it for gol.'j, 

(aaker of firework
2
). other clasaes inolude ki1. 1.e. beggar, , 

siplkA: 1.e. loom maker, painter, UrMAr 1.e. bowmen, 

tailor., ,a,i' i.e. aellar or beef', and hi,jjm who performed 

clroum.c1a1on. One aore class mentioned 1. that or the 

Qa,landar' i.e. wandering ~aryishil. 

It appears that most of these prOfessional classes 

vere heredlt&r1 groups aa the, have been notioed In later 

period of' hi.torr3
• !his 1s an important evidence augS8St1.nc 

that in the lower oadre the alass qst.. vas ba.ed on prot ... 
, 

aston and probabq alao on herod 1 t,.. This may be an influence 

1. That Mual1m& al.o adopted the protession of milkman 1 • 
• upported b7 J8lIes Wi •• , who made an elaborate .tudJ or 
the Mllsl1a .octet, in the h.t centU17'. (Not!!nd1P tbt fie" C"SI, and trW •• sti' §a,t.rn Bengal, on t A.D. ,P. • 

2 • .r .... Wi.e <DMt P. 71) writ •• "The maker of firework., 
always a MUi18mmadan, 1s often called -Gol-.aa tt , but the 
Per.ian title or "A't&.h-ba." 1. no loneer in use". , , 

3. Jue. Wi ••• Qp ,it. 
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from the H1ndu society, bat it 1s not possible to 8a'1 

def1n1telJ bow tar they accepted other ca.te rules. like 

tho •• or marriag., diet etc. of the Hlndus. 

Aa a whole the materials at our disposal liYe ua a 
I 

p1cturQ of the Mus11m soc1oty divided into two broad ola.»ea .. 

the h1,her cla •• and the lower class. the h1eber class tolleY 

the usual pattern of tbe Muslim sooiety in th18 sub-cont1wtnt. 

but the lower c1a.8 show survivals at local practices or 

influenoe. from the Hindu society. 



^
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CHAPTER - V. 

I ISLAM AS PRACTISED BY THE MUSLIMS OF BENGAL 
I 

The spread of Islam in Bengal was 'a gradual process. 

As the number of immigrants into ,Bengal does not appear to 

be considerably high, it was all the mere necessar1 to win 

over the support of t~~ local people either by converting 

them or by pacifying them. This necessity implied some so~t 

of compromise with the .local customs and beliets, as it has 
1 been said before • But, ,fortunately, the problem was not sO 

difficurt for Islam in Bengal, because, (1) there has alway: 

been a~reponderance of non-Aryan population in this region 
f 

and (1i;) Buddhism has been a great competItor of H1nduistn 
~ 

~ 3 
throughbut the pre ... Muslim period • The non-Aryan elements had 

somehow identified themselves in the degraded Buddhism of 
4 

the pre-Muslim period • When such a keen rivalry was raging 
5 in the country, Islam came as a relieving force , in which 

many found an easy opening to success and salvation. As it 

has been said before. there seem to have been mass conversion' 

in Bengal wrought by the Muslim saints6 • These convert. 

retained their long-inherited customs, belletli and even love 

1. See, Chapter II, P. 37. For local influences lee, Infra.P. 209. 

2. A.H.Dan!J. "Evolution of the Bengali Muslim Society" in 
Bengali L1terarx Review, Karachi, A.D. 1966. 

3. History of Bengal, Vol. I, Dacca Oniversity, A.D. 1943, 
ffiiapter on !Uddh1sm. 

4. A.H.Dani, "Evolution of the Bengali MUslim Society" in 
l:}eng§l1 LiterarY Rmew, Karachi, A.D. 1956. 

6. "Riranjaner Rushma" in SUny. Purigl, edited by C.C.Bandopa­
dhyaYt Calcutta, B.S. 1336. For quotation se8, SuPrl, 
Pp. 182-83. 

6. Sea, SURlit Pp. 172 ff. 
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tor old Hindu epics. Evan in the late leth century the 
1 

Bengali poet Sqy1d SUl~in complain. of the Muslim mas •• s· 

more devotion to this literature than to ~in ana other 

Islimic subJects. SUch be1ni the .tate of affaire, it 1. 

not unnatural to expect that many popUlar elements have 

crept into the gener8.l bellef' of Islam in Bengal. However, 

this does not moan that Islam in its orthodox forms was not 

practised here at all. The rollowing points help in under­

standing the nature of this aspect of Ialima 
2 

(1) A larle number of mesque. were ereoted that 

enabled the Huall •• to ofter their prayers. indi­

vidual or oongregational. 

(2) A number of madrasahs were established wherein 
3 reli,1ou8 inatruct10nl were lIlparted • 

(3) Mual1m soholars wrote book. on ijadi$b and f1.gh. 

Tbese were to teach the Mual1ma the fundamental. 

or Islim4 • 

(4) People of Bansal ri..1ted th. half cities of Makkah 
6 

and Madlnah • 
, 

(5) MusUms in Bengal observed fasts as it waa in the 
6 

cas. of Shih Jalil ot Sylhet • 

1, 6aT:r1d Sul1;aru @fhite 5asfil. edited by Ali Ahl:I.ad, B.S.1356, 
P. ,. For quota on see, SUprA, p. 104. 

2. For detalls a •• , Ohapter III, Section (A), pp. 61 ft. 

3. ~, Pp. 54 ff. 

4~ Chapter III, Seetlon (E). P. 102. 

5. Chapter III, Section (A), Pp. 64.65. 

6. Ibn Ba~~~ab, Vol. "IV, P. 217. 
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Beside the.e, aome 1mport~t information 1s also 

sUpplied by the Benaali literature. 

(1) ChaJtanya Bhigayata 1._ 

Stll~ 'Ali" al-DIn ~.ayn ShAh •• 1d to Harida.a (Xayana 

Har1dia. ot Ya1ah9ava literature) I 

"It 1s a Coo4 fortune that you'became a XaV,gl, 
, . 

why 40 )'OU follow Bindu practice.' We do not take our 

1 meal after ••• iia, a Hindu, you for.ake that (rellcicm,), 

although you belong to labixM'. <Ireat family). You 

violate the rule. of your 01Arll camunlt7 and religion, 
, ' 

how will you escape (punishment) in the next world? 

Remove whatever sin. you have cOllltDi tted out ot ignorance 

by reo1til1l the K,lim.hu • 

This pa..... reters to the 1.ponant tenets or 
Isla, the Day ot Be811Urr&otlon and the bellet in the 

Onenels ot God and belier in the Prophet as the Me •• eDler 

of God • 

.• Cha1tamf 'Dhi&av~i.t Adi t 14th. 
4f,-:;-~ Y1J V1"'-1"" ~ ~ ~-h::i: ~ \ 
\31,2f" 1: 2f>-;:r -fi ~ ~1" ~ ~ bl1 ~ ~.T' " 

~;rt- ~1.C<T -em:;;:: ~ ~ ~ , 
• 0-- • 

~t- ~ -rl ~tii -~~"X1-.sct~ II 

I.9ln:;- Q~ ;;rr~ 2t>~ ""3T-D ~-;--;T I 

"P1--n~~- ~~";{ ~,~;;::rt T.l~-:r II 
. ,...-.- ,.-....-..-..-..... 

;rt- .3iTl:::r~- ~~ T.$~ ~~.n- 3:f;;rt-~ I 
..-.... ~ ::4-_ 

~ Pft~ ~"1"T ~l~ -ol>l~- ..;. ~-r~ " 
I . 

!be question of Haridiaa 11 a controver.ial point in Bengali 
l1terature. According to the Hindu versIon, be was converted 

,from Islim to Va1s~v1amt 10Dj before the birth ot Chaita­
n)'a. But the airaol.. attrl bnted to him throw doubt on tile 
whole story. thil quotation from ~'itAnJa Bhi,aya1ja 1. 
alao a Hindu ver.ion ot the story. 



 ̂ ^
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val assigned to them. There came the Mughals, the 
.. 

~1d. and the ~i~ls mounting en hor ••• Brr gave the. 
I 

rent-free land. to~ their houses. They built their boul •• 

at the e~trem. western end and named it Hasan Hiti. They . . 
rise early in the morning and spreadlnc a red .miU (mat) t 

• 
they say their prayers !i~e tImes a day. Counting the 

Sulayllinf beads, they med! tate on PIr and Pa~~l1aml?sI: 

(Prophet) and illuminate the seat (detaib) of the f£t. 

Ten or twenty sit together to decide aasea and alW878 

recite the QUrin and the iSJ.j;Ab, while others sitting 

in the market places dlstr1butethe ~rnI (offerings 

of Qonfectloneriea) of the Pir. beat the drum and rat •• 

the flag. They are very wisE:! t they care for none, they 

never ,ive up t9.Ii (faatina) aa 10l1i aa they have lite 

in them. Their appearance 1s formidable, they keep no 

haIr on their head but allow their beard to grow down 

to their ohest. They always adhere to the1r own way't 

the7 wear tens1ded caps en their head, and they wear 

..--.. .--.... --... 
11"""* t~-G,::i!{-:rr~~, . ...-..... -:.n~- T~t~ ~"., 
~ , ;:;;:r~;r T~.:3t.q r::q..-r-;t"f'" , , 
~~ ~;;IT ~ .,J,? , ~~ ~~ ~ ~ 

~.ii\-f ~:§i 'Ci s-r-s, a~ 'I 
-:a-~ tVl-;;'~::t:i, '~n:+~ ~ 2t>1~ rL::t1 

.:eM- rt- (~.::r c2fr.stt ~ ~~ , 
S;;~C"lf -a->TT..~§i ~.,..,. > ~~ """' I ,-:;:- ~ '1.1" t Zfo~,> 

....... .---., 
~ ~n 1011\1 ~c.,r IVT~ " (7"-. • - ," • b 

;n- ~~, 3lt"Pf";r ~rr2T, 11?t1- C~?ft E.,::;r ;;rt,~ 
~3lt~ ">t-~ t1G:~? I 

.-... 
'1rt ~ Rr..,.r ~ 5ft"llt-, ~ ~;r ;rt ~'i: ~~., 

~o:n:~ I1";:rt~rcr;.:yt~ 0 -mt,~ ~ 1/ 
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!Jjt (trousers) which 1. tied tight to their wai.t. If 

the,. meet one who 1. bue-headed, they paa. h1a by 

without utter1nc a word, but going aaide they throw 

olods ot earth at him". 

Here the poet live. the d.scription or a group of' 

religious JIlnde4 Mu..l1m. •• 

In the orthodox f'ona of lIlia, the MusUa. praotised 

religious prinoiples, notablJ the fuDdaaentals 11k. lain or 

beUet in God and Hi. Apostle., liImiI or pra70r to God, 1l2Ii 

or falting and Da11 or p1lar1ma'8 to the holY citi •• at Makkah .. 
and MadInah. Of the f'1tth I.e. Zakft (poor rat.) reterence i. 

not available. It 11 not possible at this stage of our know­

ledge or with the materials at our disposal, to aq whether 

all the Mu.lllls or a substantial portion of the. did adhere 

to all the tundamental principle. ot the orthodox Islila. Bat 

thia JlUch 1. certain that the conception vas there and it 

vas the endeavour of' those at the he~ or aft airs to torc. 

out • culture 1n accordance with the Ialim1c principle •• 

Mukunda lWna t. de.cript1on alao ahows that there vere people 

who held faat to the orthodox l.lia. 

The popular torm or I.alia included (1) the pfn~. or 

the concept of the auprelll8ey ot the H..r.I. (11) HuUilo or 

the growth of the prl •• tl1 influence and (lil) the reverenoe 

to the foot-prints of the Prophet. 
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(1) Abe PIrili .-

Et)'JllologioaU)r the word & means old. But it i8 used 

generallJ to denote the te.an_ra from. whom people receive 

the spiritual instruction. As hundreds ot people learnt trOll 

the ~~!. during the period under renew, the ~!! came to 
1 

be )mown a. fIl: in the popular phraseolol7 • It bal been 
2 

pointed out earlier that super-human power. were ascribed 

to the ~tli suah al giVing re11er to the poor, d •• titut •• 

and the patient., being present at aeYeral place. at a time, 

giY1Dc life to the dead, killing anrbody at their wish and 

foretelling the fUture •• aturally, the Kbiilgahl, Qh111illWnM' 

or taabl of' the llEI became place. or pllgr1aaca where canl-
3 

tnctlona were llade clYing the name or Pu:&ih • Th. devote •• 

l11UJd.nated the gra..... and aada oftering. to the l!lu or 

tbeir departed 8oul. Ibn B.:~~~ah recorda that the people ot 

the bil17 regian ot Xamrup used to come and visIt ~h Jalil 

1. "& 1. • tera denot1n& a spirItual direotor or pide 
amane the ~rI., or .,.tlel of Islim. The functionary 
de.cribed by the titl. 18 knowa alao UDder the name •• Sha.H!t eraN:d 'ttl"..P.h 1s a Persian word 1 lmt 1. 
app 84 0 a apir ua guffi .ore cOIIIDlonly in India aDd 
Turke, than in ita native hamel §hatfb in our ~eClal 
sense 1s in general. u.. throughou-'; iIaa, lIQ}l"~d 1s alao 
vide-apread, but in Turkish or Arablc-lpeak1ng countri •• 
rather than in India, ugge 1. found in Persia". (fiI,CZg1g­
paldia of Religigp and __ 't Vol. X, P. 40. 

2. See. Chapter III, Section (e), Part II. 

3. !he following exampl.. ot Dr-giAa II18J" be cl tech 
(a> Barlmat Pand'fth ae •• ~. ,Pp. 97 f't.) 
(b) on.no at Pandwah (lee, J_Pp. 106 ft.) 
(.) Sfir1ii. Q vlini. ':Ata' (ae,!. ., 1872, Part It 

P. 1071 1873, Part I, P. 290 • 
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1 
and bring tor him gitts and pre.ent. • It was on the •• 

pre.ent. that the dllgih subsisted. It :m.ay also be remembered 

that Su1tln 'Ali' al-Din Hu.aayn, ShIJl granted lands for the 
o .-

,- 2 
JRa1ntenana9 of the shrine or ~kh Hiir QUt:b Alam • 

The reverence to the E1t or the concept of the super­

human POWI' ot the .PIr was not ot Bengali origin, rather it 

va., 1aported t!'ODl the We.t through Northern India b:Y the 
I I I 

. 1mII1 grant a • But in Bengal. they found a tertile so11 and were 

e.tabliahed on a .ol1d foundation. The exist1nc local popula-
\ 

tlon, the Buddhist. had the practice ot worab1pPinI the 

ebai tJ".~ or the stupas and adorning tham Y1 th flowers and 
3 

bul'Ding incense • !he Hindu. had an Identical idea 1n their 

Ava~irlSJ14. The fW appeared to th_ either as the ~iD!rl0 
" ~ JUtYI or the teachers or the Sikta order, It 1s no wonder 

1. Ibn Ba~~~ah, Vol. IV, P. 218. 

2. !jrIkh-1~r'r1W:a)L,pp. 301-2. 
Late1- traM tionl record that articles of da1ll' un 

were a180 offered to the memory ot the Eka. For example, 
people offered lock1na-gla •• e. to the mamory of Shih Anwar 
QUU HalwI (a.e, Chapter III, Section (e), P. 156). In 
same place. clay borsGs are offered with the belief that . 
lame babi •• get recove17 through the l00d will of the 
saint (.e~t_ Enamul Haqr We. WI Prabbjya, Calcutta, 
1936, P. 23S). 

3. For Buddb1.t .analtari •• and ~~1n BeDfal, ••• f_R.E.M. 
Wheeler. uye hQou"pd leVI ~.tan, LOndon, 1»60, 
Pp. 98 ff. 

4. Books were written_on the J.Av~tar1~ or K:rl.~al see, tor 
example, (.!) ~ldi.al t£TJili~ J!rt'P'~8d1ted by 
Sa.ant. Ranjan ftc" and published b1 Bang!ya - ty8 Pari­
sbad, Calcutta, B.S. 1323, (b) Malidhar Vaaut _, lrilJma 
~, edited by Iha&endranath Mitra, published by" , 
'CilCUtta UniveraltJ, 1944. 
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that the converts found the rfrism in Islim lomewhat parallel 

to their own traditions and auperstltlons. The following 

facts lend support to th11 conClusion. First, a large number 

of places where the tombs of Muslim ~!! or their Chilli ... 
1 

khanahs .tand to-da1 were originally Hindu or Buddhist sites • 

Secondly, sometimes false tombm were erected in those place •• 
I 

, I 

They became the plao~.s of pilgrimage and latisf"ied the super-
. 2 

stitlous nature of hUndreds of people • 

c.) The xor'b!P or the Satya-PIrl 

A huge literature grew up in Bengal tow&.rds the beg1nn1na: 

, 
1. For deta1~s , see, CunninghamtArftM,olog1 gal ~ey Qf' 

India, Vol. XV-I R.D. Banerjee: ~ptagr~ma" ~=:f.1909, 
,I lee, Supra, P. 76. Dr. K.R. Qanungo (Historl ot: _____ , 

Vol. II. Pp. 69 ... 70) writes on the subject as follow.s 
"The tsaint.- of Islam completed the process of con~e.tt 
moral and spiritual, by establishing ~rgJJlI and kb~­
q~s deliberately on the sites of these ruined places 
or- Hindu and Buddhist worship. This served a double 
purpose of preventing the revival of these places of 
heathen sanctity, and later on t of installing them­
selves al the guardian deities with tale of piaus fraud 
invented by popular imagination. Hindus who had been 
accustomed for centur1es to venerate these placest 
gradually forgot their pa.t historYt and easily trana­
farred their allegiance to the P~~S and ~aZ11. The 
result of this rapproacment in e doma of?a1th 
ultimately created a more tolerant atmosphere whioh 
kept the Hindus indifferent to their political destiny. 
It prepared the ground for the further inroad of Islam 
into Hindu society, particrularly among the lower classes 
who were gradually won over by an assiduoul and per.is­
tent propaganda regarding the miracles of these saints 
and gha.z1&in, which were in many cases taken over YL.:t9to 
from old du ~d Buddhist legends". 

2. Examples of false tombs are as followe. (a) tomb ascribed 
to B!yazld of Bi8~im in Ch1ttagong (see, Enamul Haql~ge 
SUfI Prabhjya, Caleut~a1. 1935J P. 147), (b) tombs in 
Handaran ascribed to lLh8ll Isma!l Ghazi (see, J,A.S,B.,19l7, 
Pp. 131 ft). Lat. Mavlwl lJamId AllAh ~in of' Ch1ttagong in 
his book AWdm al-~wintn (Calcutta, 1871, P. 17) com.­
p~s~_~ .. pub:Shed ~the 19th.ce~tury ~1;e. a. fOll~WSI 
~V;Jt/J ;1/ yut;>~.., ?.;f u~U~)/J ;1~~ul.J"" 
~.~ .).r.' J L.:- ~ ) /0 U ~ ~ l.-. --' U I ".J: ..)oJ ~ ~ ti.c y ~ ,}II- ~ (»- \ ./ .. it'. U' 
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1 ot the 18th century A.D. centering round the §atya-P!r • 

While the Muslim wr1 ters call him §atya-P!"t" the Hinp.us change 

the word E1t for Nirayana though there ia hardly any difference 

between the ijftxa-Plr of the Muslims and the §atya-NariYapa 
2 

or the Hindus •. The worship of the Sa~7a-Plr (or Satya-

lirivono) by both H1ndus and tkE Muslims could be noticed 1n 

different parts of Bengal, especially in· the western and 
3 northern districts even in the 20th century • A wooden plank 

1& used to denote the seat of the §aty, ... pfr and offerings 

of edibles 11ke ~onfect1oner1es, milk, 8uga.r, betel-leaf, 

betel-nuts are made. The earliest work on Satya-PIr is attr1w 

buted to Shaykh Fayt} Allah, said to have been compo.ed in 
4 

between A.D. 1645-1576 • It is needless to mention that the , 

§atya-Plr idea could not have grown in a day or in a year; 

1 t took maD1 :years to gain popular! ty among the people and 

to be a part and parcel of the social customs. If we allow 

.s ~-,lll'~~~; d ~'~0"g~ -:-~.~ ~WJuLk..L-- ;~t.~/.(~ 
~--'! b: '-:! J»J..-I'~ t.::.)/ 01(/,'&,,1 ~fI",1; :Jw PJ~)d~.J WJ~ ~ 

I ') t. -. J, / ... ( ... (;;.. 
ci' '.,Y -' U J./' t.~' . r;--:-J --' "!;..J /. ~./.? .;:; I.) r -' ~. I • -J .:. 

_ ~ , • - • ... /. ~ t-- U It.:.' 
~~» Ji) ;} L..J ,~ ., ......;;.- y ~ U L'tAL--;' ""'. / . ~ .. ", 

, ., ' ... I.' · ... ~·\t . ~~ft'~~,J J.'·/~lI)/Z,Gl-, 

,I II 

1. SUkumar Sen: BiAgl' Sihityer ItlhisB; Calcutta, 1940, 
Pp. 832 rf, 

2. *bld; 8ee, E. Haql BaDge ~l PraRbAvB, Calcutta, 1936, 
P. 241. 

3. lW. 

4. E. Haq: Muslim BangIa SihitXI, Pakistan Publications, 
Dace., 1967, Pp. 113-14. 
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at lea.t one hundred years tor the Satya-Plr idaa to obtain 

toree in popular imag1nation 80 that it could influence a 

poet "to wi te on 1 t, and if the date a •• igned to ~klJ. 

F.,q. Allih prove. to be true, or even 1t hi. date 18 puahed 

forward b7 at l ••• t halt a century t 1 t JIa1 be concluded tha~ 

the jatyl-I{~ 1de. emerced lometim.. in the later part or the 

period under review. D.C.Senl think. that Sul'tin ill' al-DIn 

~aayn ~ va. the originator of the Satya.Pft mov •• ent, 

but thaH 1. no eY1dance to support hi. vi.". 

2 
The late!' Bengall 11 teratur. recorda two tradl tiona " 

re,ardinc the §lUI-frr (or §ltIA.lirUIPI) worship. Aooord1n& 
./ 

to the tir.t, SrI Bari (H1Ddu god) appear. in the guise of 

a (ai.~~ betore a poor Brahld.n and advis.. hi. to llake ofter­

ings ot .him! (cant.etlansrie.) to the Batvl-NVp.M. The 

Brabwin obeys the order and becomes rich due to the boo.n of 

tbe f~lCJl~. %he .econd tradition 1. a. tollows. A certain 

•• rohant obtain. • t_1e chlld vi th the bl •• sing or the 

aatxa .. lliJjy'P'. He ,I.,... hi. daught.r in u.rrlag. and take. 

the son .. 1n-law with hi. on a oertain trading voyage. There 

he vas put to troubles betore a certain k1n&, because he d14 

not worship Satla-JirUapa. But a. hi, wite worshipped hill, 

h. lot out of troubles and returned hOll •• Wben they reached 

near the hous., the merchant'. daughter nealected prasjd. 

(ottering.) ot the Satza-UtPana and rushed out ot the houl. 

to ••• her husband, and thus enraged SAtxa-lIVi-vaua. The -
1. D.C.Sen. Hi.ton 01' the Bengali La •• ' and Lit,ratur., 

Calautta Uni.er8ity, A.D. 1911, P. • 

2. SUkumar Sen, Op cit, P. B3S. 
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boat capsized. ftlU,-JfN:Vm • va. again worshipped. !he 

merchant, hi. son-tn-law, all tradiDg T •••• 1. vere recovered 

from the water. 

+", How the Batv •• lir 1dea originated in Bengal. no one . , 

can say tor certain. But a cloae examination of the traditions 

and the method of worship giT& the following points. 

J 
(1) §atYI-PIr O~ theaatYI-Bjrizaoa 1- claiming worship 

trOll the devote.. in the ... e manner .a the Hindu local ,odd ••• 

Mana .. and CbalJ4I did, aa depicted in the Bangall literatur.
l
• 

(11) The •• thod ot worship show. that §Ana.Plr 1s not 

repreaented bJ aDJ del ty but b.J onl7 a wooden plank. 

(111) Offerings of edibles are mad.' just as the, are 

made to the Hindu god. and the Huslia ElEa. 

The •• points indicate that there 1s both Musl1m and 

Hindu eleaents in the conoeption or satva-PIr or 1t can be 

said with seae amount ot certainty that the §atD-Plr concept 

originated throulh a II1xtur. of the Huslia Ide. o~ the & 
and the Hindu notion of their delt1.s. Judging f'rca this 

standpoint, the orlcin or evolution ot the ideal "7 be 

1. For details.! ••• , (a) Vl~8fa Gupta. Pad!: Purl;)a. edited 
~ :a.santa Kumar Bhattaohar ~ ee! BiJ)l N etm, Barisal, 
() HukuDda RimaJ~!:.J!ldi:,.41 ted by D. C. ~! Cal­
cutt. Un1verslt7'~ .W.ClarJu -,"Evolution or Hlnduia 
in Mediava1 Bengali 14terature. ~lval Chandl, Mana!!~t 
in Bpllstin or tn. Sqhool or Ori,n1;a 1M . ,,;iolA R151 •• , 
UnlYera1ty of London, Vol. XVII, Part III, 1955. , 
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traced •• tollows. It 1. the result of the fIriUl or the 

Mual.1JD conception or the super-human power of the lIta. When 

the local people were converted to Islam, the)' got this 

conception of P!r1.m mixed up with their old idea. of the 

super-natural power of the de! ties. A further evolution of 

thi. process saw the aulminatlon in the personification of the 

Ut'B1 in Satra-Plr or the Err1sm it.elf began to be conceived . , 

of a. a super-human power. 

, . (b) The PiD9h-PI~ 2::. the FliT' PI'r, .-

Closely associated with the err!.m and probablJ dlraot17 

dari Ted free it II the vcrship ot fiP,c:hePIt which p1ared • 

prominent part 1n the Bengali MasUs society.. In 30111e districts 

of Bengal 11ke Midnapore and Burdvan., tbe Pinch-pIt: 1. wor­

shipped even to-da71• wIn west Bangal the 'tin 8aints· torm 

one of th, maiD obJects of adoration, not onl1 of Muhammadan_, 

but also of HindUs of the lower grades. They are often vor­

shipped as tudly del ties, represented by a SJIl811 lIound on 

a 0181 plinth erected in the north-welt corner or one of the 

room8 of the house. On thi. ia fixed. • pieoe or iron, resem­

bling in its shape the human' band, each fInger symbolizing 

one ot the quintette, with • piece of yellow cloth bound 

where the wrist should b,n2. In SUnugiw, there is a slargj,h, 

known as panch.P{r dArcih3. The sailors of East Bengal 

1. Eagv91ODM4J.1 or Religion awiBthiq. t Vol. IX, P. 600. 

2. ll2i4. 

3.' Cwmin&huu ArGbJ,g!l1cal purvey of india, Vol. XV, 
Calcutta, 1882,. • 
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remember the Panch-PIr even to-day along with the name of 

PIr Badarl, with a view to getting relief from dangers. 

It 11 diffioult to trace the origin of the worship 

of the Pinch-fIr. It 1s hardly possible to put any date tor 

the Pinch-PIr gargih of SUnargivn. The tombs .are nov found 

in a modern wall-enolosure. By its side there 1s a mosque, 

which has a1ao been completely renovated. It 1s just men­

tioned that the Panch-prrs are remembered b7 Bailors along 

with the name of PIr Badar. Who 1s this PIr Badar? If he 1s 

identified with the celebrated Bihar saint PIr Badar aI-DIn 
,-

Badar-i-Al&m, the origin of the worship or at leaat the 

conception of the Pan~-Plr may be dated to the 15th century 

A.D. .But there may be objection. to such conjecture, 

because the Pinch=~It could have been associated with the 

name of Pir Badar at a later date as well. 

Equally difficult 18 to answer the question, who were 

the five~? The list of five fit! differ from place to place, 

1. E. Baq: Bange §9tI Prabhivi, Calcutta, 1935, Pp. 242 ft. 
Dacca Review, August, 1913, P.142. 

\:iTh.r ~ ~lii: C:, 1>1+ <itt :J>ji-;r 

511'-~ #1">t..+ "GtW.qt :.r 

Translation .-"We are little children, Ghi;! and GaDs i 
are our protectors. We bow our beads to~hee, Dh Ganges 
stream. (Help us) Oh Five Saints. We invoke you in the 
name of Badar, Badar". 
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though the name ot one or two local &.a are round in the 

1lstsl. In Bencal it differs troa di.trict to distriot, 

though in all lilt., GhiSI Miyin find. prom1nenoe
2

• It 1. 

a180 difficult to say whether Ghiz! Miyan 1s a historical 

figure. It seems the~erore. that the conception of finCh-PIr 
1s purely conventional, and there were no fiTe ~rrs WhO 

constItuted the list. 

An examination of both Hindu and Muslim religious 

practices shows that the numeral five 1. important to both 

Hindus and Muslims. The Hindus put importance to (11) the 

Five ohaste women, viz. Kaushalyi. Draupad1, Kunt1, Tara and 

Mandudarl, (b) the PmohaTet1 i.e. the jt\ngles of Flve Vp.$U 

where Rima and SIta were e:x:lled; (0) the Five P~av. brothers 

and (4) the Five rivers i.e. the five ~e.d.r rivers to the 

Indus3 • The MuslimS also put importance to the numeral ti ve 

in some respects, because th.,- have to say their pr&7ers tlve 

times a dar, to recite fly. ~a~-!. and aocording tO~81a.1C 
principles there are five pillars of IaliB 1.8. lmiQ (beliet), 

~Rmiz (prayer), l!2J.i era.ting), lJ&ll (pilgrimage to Makkah 

and MadInah) and Zlkat (poor-rate). The Buddhlata had the 

conception ot Five D~in~ ~db8'. It may thus be suggested 

that the worship ot pant;h.PIx: originated through the extra. 

reverence to the Ek by both Hindus and Musil.e. Though the 

approximate date of it. origin oannot be fixed w1th certainty, 

1. InqYglPPI.a1. pt Rel1s1pp and Etbiq', Vol. IX, P. 600. 

2.,lW. 

3. W4,. E. Haq. BegS, art Pllbhin, calcutt., 1935,pp.242 tt. 
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'his much 18 eertain that it toOk a long time tor the system 

to lain a popular force and to be aocepted b1 both HIndus and 

Muslims .a a part or their soclc-rel1gious life. 

(0) Minor re.&l.. §Onnitlte4 with Plr1g 1-

Later pract1ces show that a number or imaSlnar,r fila 
J ' 

rece1y. reverence tram the oredulous .. ssea.'The.e flta are 

giTo different names like Hin1lt; PIr, ,Wlk;ioi pll, Iwnltbiu Plt, 
o . 

and k dRl Pft. Ofte-ringl are made to them motivated b7 varlou.. 

lain. and relief ~ram dangers. For example, ottering ot milk 

and tru1 ta are mads to Manik FI"r in North, South and South­

Weat Bengal
1

• Folk songs called l1AiYJt Pkg:r Oih are comptlsed 
2 

e.nd sung in various d.1strllts •. In South-West Bengal Qf:f'er1n& 

. of ela,. hOlies &re made to .Qh2.r.j, PI~ with the notion that . 
3 

lame babies cet reoavery at the boon of the ~ • Kumbhira .. 
or crocodiles are offered edibles and meat • The following 

aecount of the crocOdiles of the ~bin Jahan's tank at aa,erbat, 
5 

Will throw light oa the point. H •••••• the fact appeared to 

be that the simple people of the dl stri ·::t believe that these 

crocodiles can bless yaung ladies to come into an interesting 

condition, and their blessings are sure to bear fruit. Accord­

ingly many young women repair to this plaae to bathe in sacred 

water of the tank, and implore the blesslnc of the saurian 

monsters. They offer them fowls and kids; then paint a human 

1. E. liaql !=Nig_ sur! Prabhiya, Caleutta, A.D, 1935, P.34.0. 

2. !W. 
3. ~, P. 238. 

4. Ibid, P. 239. 
6, J,A.S,B., 1867, P. 128. 



- 2lfl -

t1pn witb red l.ad on • atone pillar in the noichbourhood, 
I 

and,8IDbraolnl it, YOW to 11ve awq tc the arocOd11e. the 

tlr8t trult of their bl ••• ing •• This YOW 1. ne"f'or brokea, 

the first born 18 inyariab17 brought to the .tank, and when, 

at the call of the Fakirs, the oreood11es rise to the .urfaoe. 

the c.hild 1 iJ thrown on the water' s edge with words implying 

a presentatIon. But it 18 taken up immediately after, and 
, , 

bome home _14 the rejoicings or the family". In some 

dN"£ihl people bind ooloul'iKl thread s to the branches of ne8.l"b)r 
1 trees to have the desired e!~eet • In some plaoes .tonea or 

walls attached to ~arBihl are ~.hed with 111!10
2

• Somet:1mea 

people offer edibles to fish or tortoise of the tanka attached 

to the <i,rslh,3. !htl fish or tortoi_ are Galled HmlAzl. In 

some d1str1ets like Tippera, people arrange 8 !est1val1m0WD 

as !!adi'r!r DAn'toJj (l1f'tlng of the ba!lboo or Madar) in 

memor1um to Wid rl;~ It 111 difficult to trace the origin 

or these praotloes and belier... 'the" is no .. ldenee to 1M., 
- ~. ,. 

that they were prevalent ~1ng the period under dlscus.lan. 

But 1 t 1s probable that they vere .1sC) the result of popule 

influence a. we have .een in the eaa. of §lUI-PIE or fNlGb=P1r. 

T T it 

1. A8 in the 08S. ~ the Brlih uoribed to Bi7a~l14 Of iii.till 
in ~ttaaon&. . 

, . 
"3. For example. the "Glih of BEqaz1d of Bl.~im in Ch1tt&t1C1111. 

,4. E.Haq& ,l3aPi4 surf Prabhiva. CAlcutta, A.D. 1935. P. 113. 
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Y1j aya Gupta, a contemporary Bengali poet, supplies 

the rollow1ng 1nforaatlon about the .Ma.lli. t 

, , 

Ca) "1 certain }:lull!! (learned man) namltd Taka! (oorrectlT 

!aqI) 1s well-versed in religious books. If' the 

I Q~ arranges a feast, he 1a called in before anr­
body else. "'e Mulli tells many th1D&s (implJ1nc 

I I 

that he giV8S instruotions) by unf"aste:\lng tha 

ed,,, o£ his cloth and after finishing his .1G.& 

(probably recitation or nalles of God) he kills the 
1 

fowl" • 

(b) a'There was a teacher of tbe .Q~:r named Khili. 

(correctly KhaJ.ls or Ikhlia) who alway. engage4 -. -. 
himself in the study of the QUrin and other rel1-

gioua books ••••••••••••••••••• He said, t1f 70D 

as..'t me, I so.y, why &1"8 yeu afraid of demons, ',men 

, you. have got the re11gioua books. ~lte (extract) 

from the book and hUDi 1 t dOifll the neck. It then 

also the demons bit., I lhall be held responsible. 

The .9.i~i acoepted what the l4ul1i said and all 

present took amulet from him (the ~lli)"2. 

1. ViJSJl' Guptat fp Pu...H.y, edited bl Ba$ant~ 
cherjee, Ba~ lketan, Darlsal, P. 54. 

Kumar matta-

"4>~ ~1.~ b~ ~ ~'i.-'1' ~nf $\'f1,';f I 

~"'~ ~"""'3\.qt~~ -'21.-~;q- U4f'(,'5f" .31~(.."1 ~~fl 
~1£'\- ~';;f~ ~sn-~ ~~~ 21l1.~ "lo- I 

<"' 
~P1- ;..r1>\.... ~l~ ~~- ~-:rfN ~r?foSi~ II 

2. ~, p. 61., 
,.--... 

4ilT..J\ oJ ~?Sf1;- ....!l"'Zl> ~-..r ("..:; 'Ut ~-~ , 

,O:ft.31-..r ,.f>1-~(."t ~~ -.::r~1- Gf~;.r It 

. . · 
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Mukunda Rima writing towards the end of the 16th 

oentury, oorroborate. to some extent what Vijaya Gupta wrote 
1 and gives aome more information. It is quoted below : 

I 

"Many Mijas (persons) settled there with their own 

tar .. (landGd property). Some of them oontract ~, 
2 

some ~ • ThQ 11ulli! performs the aeremcIll' of the 

aikri' and let a reward of four anna_ and bless the 

couple by reading the !&UJIlah. He (aulla) takes a 

sharp knife, kills the fowl and gets a r$w~?d of 

ten KN;l<!i.
3 

of cowri. Fer butchering i. she-goat, the 
_ "' 

mull~ gets six .~~!1 of ~owrl, al also the head of the 

animal killed". 
• - It 

~ 3Vll~ ~-, 
......... 

i1t";r 'Pft ~ ~ -, :s. 

2. Nik~ 1s derived from Arabia word z.Y:> (nl~~) and l2Ui-
is derived from Sanskrit word ~biha. Here Muiunda ~ 
draw. a distinction bet~en nit! nnd ~t though in strict 
sense both the ¥~ds mean marriage. Lu't:In popular usac_ 
in some district. of Bengal like Dacca, even to-day ld.Ii 1. 
u8ed for :f1rst marriage and IUki for second marriage. 
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In the.. paa •• ,.. we have got the conception or • Mulli 

a. he vas ordinaril1 held in the Tillage. ot Bengal - • practice 

which i8 not tar d1fterent tro. what we see even to-day in the 

villa, ••• !he Hu11&. who vas fa1r17 vell-versed in religious 

knowledge, .lpeelal17 who vas .. ster in the day to day practice 

or Isla, was usually consulted by the ordinary les8 educated 

Yl11ac.ra. Be, therefore, had a special role to play in the 

Muslim village SOCiety, a. it was considered neces.ar,y that 

all the ceremonies and the function •• hould have an Islaia10 
1 

touch • !hi. wa, done varioua17 a. hal been described by 

Vl~&7a Oapta and Mukunda Rima. For this purpose the Mnl .. ' 
charged certain fees, the rate. in one village have been 

,iven before on the evidenoe of Mukunda Rima. Aa similar 

flmct10ns had to be peri"ormecl in BOlt o~ the Musl1JR villa,." 

it va. Tery neceslary to have at hand the .ervic •• of a Mulli. 

~ a result the number of Hulli. must have grown sufficientlY 

and allo their hold . on the then society. The Hulli' 11 ved on 

the petty income that they made b.J religious performanoe •• 

But it 18 Tery difficult to say whether the Mullis did torm 

a cla •• by thellselve •• Probab17 they did not a. it oould not 

(Note continued rrOll the previous page) 
3. ten g~i8u0r 2gwri are equivalent to ~3 ora piee. (Bee, 

I.K. .s ptaa Blpgal :f.R th, 16th qenWy, Calcutta 
Un1veralt:y, 1914, pp. 89-92. 

4. Six ~Wl of Qgwrl are eqUivalent to about a plce 
(Be., lQisi). 

1. For example uttering the nue of God before startIng a 
work, pertora1.ng a DJlIid aeremOll1 before a house Is built, 
uttering the first ~al1mah bet,ore a goat or a fowl or a 
cow 1. ldlled etc. 
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be maintained against the .xpliei t injunctions of Islim. 

However, MQlli' were a force in the society and th87 kept 

together the credulous masses by sanotioning popular reUg10us 

ceremonies. As we learn from an inscription ot the time of 
1 Ifu,rat Shan, the)' tormed an important group in the sooiet7 

and they were tncharge of the property belonging to a mosque, 

just a •• HJU..plJ t 1. to-day. 

(111) The reyerence :teo the toot-pr!n.t. 01' the Prophe~,-

The QA48J1 Rawl building or Gaur .tanda even to-dq2 

and bears testlmonr to the taot that the foot-print ot the 

Prophet was an object o~ veneration to the then Huslias ot 

Bengal. Even to-da,- it is an obJeot of veneration to the 

MusUms. It was built by SUltan l'lasir al-Dfn lfusrat Shih to 
'. . 

preserve the stone.representation of the foot-print ot the 

Prophet, .aid to have bean brought trOll Arabia by Makhdu. 

Jahin1Y8n Ja.hin&asht 
3

• It vas tormerly pre.erved at Pandwah 

in the Cb111jkhjDah or M8khdu. Shay~b Jali1 al-DIn Tabrisl4 • 

hOI! that place it was removed by Sul1;in Ali' al-DIn f!uaayn 

Shih to Lakbnavtr and put it in • beautiful wooden box-table, 
6 inlald with gold and sllTer • SUl~in Nu~rat Shih placed it 

1. .,ltm .1n'grlptl,smI of' Beneal, P. 72. 

2. Hemoir., pp. 61 ft. 

3. AW, P. 64. 

4. llW1.. P. 63. 

5. ll!1a. 
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in the above mentioned bulld1nC1• 

The stone-representation ot the toot-print of the 
o 

Prophet Is not permitted by ortbCioz I.l.iII. Out.ide Eastern 

India weh exaapl.ea are not known Ii It. Nftrenoe _at hay. 
t 

been incorporated tn, the Huslia 80ciety of Beneal a. a re.u1' 

or the popular force. On the eve or the Mu.sl1a conque.t .00 

arter, the Rhaga worshippers of louth-vest comer or Bengal 

ooaprla1nc the modern Iklrdwan dinslon (West Bencal., India) 

used to worlhip i:»l1U:U=pidpki (footwear of WW:rma)2-

The feet ot elder people are alway. held oared in 
3 . 

the H1ndu .ociat, • We hear 1n the Sanskrit tnaerlptlona .uoh 

nuaa as UIhiju-Ri48 g1p (l.a. the hill bearing the root­

print or VlshJ;lu"). Even the early Buddhiat. renren ... Buddha'. 
8 

toot-print (lJqds!b'pida). In Beneel even tod.,. one torm of 
• 

1. Two web building." built 1n the later period, are stlll 
to be tound, one at Xabl,anJ, oppo.lte lfarayangan3 111 the 
di8trict or Daooa, and the other tn one room attached to 
•• oaq'd. known •• Qadp MubirN Ma.~14 in the Cbtttaaonc 
town. Aocordlll1 to Mirza Nathan, the author of DJhaoatilr 
l-~a' the, ,~ot-p!1nt now_depollted at ... blganJ va. 
ob ldne b7 MaIpUJl ~ KibJlj11 from sane aerehants, who 
brougbt It trOll Arabia, on payment ot a large sum ot 
money. (See, ¥.11.tf.$'-WX:l. translated by M.I.Borah, 
Government ot .~, A. • , Tol. II, P. 710). 
""- ... e. "§~l_edited by C.C.BandopadhJay, calcutta, B.S. 

t .48.116. lll. For teta11a em IIbnl'!!l&-worj,:!!~ ••• 
(.) Dbarma-Wor.h1p" by X.P ... Cbatt~1l1 in ., 
1942, (» Introductiona to §jinx. Pur,PB, eC11ted bJ .0. 
Band0J)8.dh7ay, Calcutta, B. S. 1336. 

3~ The wooden .andal at Rima Chandra 1. too well-known to 
bec.1ted. 

4. Mahraull pillar Inscription of Chandra in 19prnel or thl 
Royal Alt,'i, ",i.tx. london, 1897, P. 6. 

6 •. Al~rt Grunve4el. Jw14biU AD'" Wi', London. A.D.llJ01. 
P. 72. 
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salutation ob •• rTed by the Muslims is that the 101.Ulgeri 

touch the teet or the elder.1• It 18 therefore not unlikely 

that the Iymbolic representat10n or the toot-print of the 

Prophet 1. ot local origin. 

FL .. 

Translation 1- "(My) P.1I:, Shih ~ammad ~in 1. mod •• t and 
virtuou81 there 1s no end of his prestige. Anointing the 
forehead v1th the duat of hi. teet (a. a li!J.M), Zayn al­
Din say., "go and catch hold or h1a teetJ God W111 grant 
you suooeas, what sorrow is there to perturb your mind?· 
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CIUPrER - VI. 

THE DMltX LIFE Qf tHE HU§LIHS. 

Ba.tng discus.ed the gradual development of the 

Muslila society and its composition in Bengal, we are now 

in a pOllt1an to discuss their llr. 1.e. the language they 

spoke, their profession, dwellinc hona.s, the diet, the 

dress, the pos1tion or woman, the SQcla1 ,ath.rings, the 

IT.tam or appointing slaves, their peaunlary condition and 

their contact with the local people. 

(1) !be IlDg'Ulgt 1-

'lb. immigrant I must ha.. brought with them their own 

mother. tongue, Arabia, Persian or TUrkish as the case might 

be, while the langua~e of the 10c8.1 Muslims (c.onverts) must 

have been Bengal!. No official document or the time except 

inler1ptians and colns haa come to light. The coins were 
1 

i.sued in Arabic , while the inaor1pt1ms were i.sued both 

in Arabic and Persian, majority being in ArabIa, only one 
2 

so tar discOTered being in SanSkrit • The orric1al titles 

used in insorlpticns such as §ar-1·La~a:, Sh1qsi~t "fir-i· 
B-h~, Egtyil ?bRaWl-;1-Ghayr-l-MlhaJJ:, Jji:!ldar-i-Gtvqr .. l-
~, - -

3 
KabaJ! are all Persian • This shows that the official langua,. 

1. For specimen or coins see, H.N. Wright. c,tI1,UN.Lot ePiA. 
!n the Indiap MYlam, Calcutta, "oJ..II, Oxford, 07. 

2. For Inaer1pt1ons see, HR,11m InIRTlptlgn' ot Bengal. 
3. Por titles .ee, Nu,'llm In'AliRliiPDI of Bengal, Pp.94-102. 
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vaa Persian, while they adopted Arabic 1n all religious 

Ilattera. It has been pointed out earl1er1 that the Persian 

language received patronage from the ruling power. This 1. 

evidenoed by the faot that Sul~in RuJm al-Dln BUbak §11ih 
2 apPointed one Zayn al.UYn Harwi aa the poet-laureate • More. 

ov.r in his time there t10urished in Bengal a number of 

};arslan poets and at least two lexicon writer.a• 

4: 
!he Chinese acoount t eOlllp11ed by Ma Huan between A.D. 

1425-1432 says that "the language in universal use ia Pang-' 

Kie-I! (Bengali); there are also those who speak in Pa~enl-.l 

(Farsi : Persian)~. The Chinese miss10n came to visit the 

royal court and the acaount show. that it deals aore with 

the description of the oourt than with the general condition 

of the country. Similarly 1 t may be aasumed that they coe 

in contact more with the ruling class than with the cQaman 
, I 

people. In spite of this vhe~ the Chinese Account aays that 

the language in universal usa was Bengali, it may logically 

be as,sumad that not only the looal people spoke in Bengali 

but also some of the immigrants. The following points add 

strength to the validity of thl. view. In the first place, 

the tamigranta l~ttlGd in the country for a lone time and 

had long associat1on with the local people. The first Mnalt. 

immigration must have begun with the foundat1on or the 

1. S •• , Chapter III, sectIon (B). 

2 •. !W. 
s • .ll?U.. 

4. Vi"'-Bbl£lt~ Annal'. l~t Vol. I, P. 117. 
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LaltbnawtI lC1ll1dOll by MW].ammad Bakht7ir Rhal3!' and the 

Muslim settlement also began from his time. Apart trom the 

ruling dynastlas, the moat important example of such settle. 

ment is or the family ot A"d LihorI.Due to the settlement 
I I 

or the :fam1ly 1n ~al, his son ShEl1kh Ala' al-Ilaq received 

the ep1 thet Bengali with his name 1. Sec'ondly" they had 

established soclal contact with the local people. We have 

already pointed out that the immigrants sometimes accepted 

local wiva.E• But they also established SOBa sort of a 

yillage-relatlansh1p vb1ch they considered to be more genuine , 

thaD the matrimonial one. ~11~ Di •• Xaviri3aB recorda the 

tollowine dialogue betvean the Qi~I of Bn~1yi and Chaltanya 

Deva. "'-'he Lord (Cha1tanya) s~s': 'I am a guest to '1ct!., how 

1s it that you kept 7curSOlf eoneealed at my approa~h?' The 

Qa~! S8¥S, tyou oame indlwnant, so I kept myself eoneealed 

to make you eool. Now that your anger has subsided I haTe 

- .. 
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Goae to meet 7OU. It 1. 'E7 100d fortune that I have got a 

p.at Uke 7OU. Acoordinc to the village-relation.hip, Chakra­

vart7 (N'1l'iabar <lhak:raTart7, maternal-grandfather ot Cha1 tanya) 

1. If1 uncle, and )"OU know vl1lage-relatlon.h1p 18 more genuine 

than bod117 (or blood) relationship. lfl1i11bar Chakravarty 1. 

your maternal-grandfather, .0 yoo. are lI'1 nephew. The JIl8ternal. 

uncle tolerat.. the anaer or the nephew Vbil. the nephew 

doe. not take into account the faulta or the uncle". Th1rd17, 

in canduoting the ad.'n1.tratlon ot the oountry they came 1D 

contact with the people in general and with their colleague., 
1 

JIl8Jl1 ot whom war. recru1 ted fro. the children of the &011 • 

While the immigrants learnt the local language, the 

local MuaJJ.a. al.o, at le.st some ot them,must have learnt 

Arabic and Persian. The very fact that th8)' accepted I.liIt 

nec •• sit.ted th .. to learn .tla.st aomath1n& of Arabic, because 

without Arablc It va. d1f"tlc:ult to follow 80me or the tuDda­

mental. a. 1n the ca •• or • .,.1ng prayer •• S1Il1lar11. 11" tbel 

accepted ortie. and th.re 1. no reason vb7 they or some of 

the. should not have accepted of tic. , they muat have l.arnt 

Per dan , the ofticial language. 

(U) The Prot ••• 10D 1-

!'he Muslims vere engaged in various kinds of prof •• sions, 

11k. servic., trade and comner •• , art1aanahip .• agriculture and 

medical prot ••• lan. 

1. For appointJUnt of B1ndu otf'1cer. under :tm.ayn She. See, 
Hi.tOll or ;Beng.l, Vol. II. PP. l.l51 tt. 



^

^

^

^

- 230-

(a) Su:!le. .-

1 
As the heads or the Itat. vera Muslims, th'7 appointed 

• tar,. nuaber ot HusUmB under them. The lourc •• supp17 the 

nue. of the following oftloe.
2 

- IgtBsiu. Wlz;[r, Dab!r-l-Qjl, 
~ , III 

Sar-i-Lashkar, lriq-l-La~Al' §11§4ditt ~, §higsiV, 

1. The former theory that Rija Ganesa aotually crowned hiIllelf' 
I1n& (See, N.I.Bhatt.salla ~U~{1I.~~~~~~~~ma 
E t or , cambridg' t 1922 hal 
reoen '1 en ehal enged. Se.,A •• Dan1, "The House of 
Ra3a Ganes. Of Bengal", in J,A,S,B. Vo1.XVIII,No.2, 1962). 

2. .Iqta1!ar - 'An Mardih KhaljI and l;JuliiD ai-DIn .rlwad K!laljI 
vere 1,t&dirs under ~ Bakhtylr ~131 
(HinhiJ Pp. 166 , 168 ). lqta' 1. der1"ed trOll J..."..b..; 
(Pieces). So IqJa~ir. were appOinted oy.r a 
pi.oe ot territory Into whioh the state vas 
divided at the initial stag. of Muslta adminis. 
tration. 

1(asIr - Th. Wadr vas the hi,heat ofticer of" the stat. 
with both administrative and financial powers. 
Allons the ~.l1Il WasIra ". may .ention t~! nam •• 
of ~Ul ~t brother or E1lla7'J[l}. lfiir QU1ib Alp P ~-=, P. 156J, Mal1k Arldil I;Iab!l;ll: ( ~i;;tLan. t P. 299 J t and Iju8&)'!l ~arlf 

:t, ater on SUi lfin ~Ala' al .. DIn VUaayn m"!ih 
(l1:d.d, P. 301). Contemporary inlcri pt10ns ahow 
t~Wazlr. were sam.tim •• entrusted with the 
administration of' .... ll.r unit. 11ke ~Arlalt and 
Sbahr and combined in them other posts 11ke Bar­
~La8hkAl". (For inscriptions, See, Mg.1ip inlsrip­
t10na of Benga1). 

~b!r-'-~ - As the name suggests, Dablr-i-~iZ (Private 
creta!'1) occupied an Importan'tPo.l on with 

the rank of a minister. Shams al-Din Dab1r who 
aocompanied Bu&...hra KhiD to Lak.J:!navt!, probab17, 
did not go back and remained under the employ 
ot Bug)lrl Khan. (Baranl, p, 95, Htmt-t:b, Vol.I, 
p. 154). Beside. Shams ai-Din Dab1r, • name or 
no Muslia.D&lLU haa cOllIe down to UI] thoufh we 
know definitely that the oftiae ot nabir- -ibis 
dId exist (According to Bengall literature, Rup 
was a DabIr-l-KhiI or "Ala' al-Din llusa)'ll Sbih. Se., ChaitAI\YI Bbli"gavlta, published b.Y M.K.Ghosh, 
Calcutta, ~II 440, Pp. 82 & 350). The func­
tions of a _ _ __ required an incuabent to be 
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MIr-1-BaQr, Koj;Yil, Jimdk=l-gpxr-i-MalJalI t §garibdir-1-

9!W"-l-_U, sind", If411b and ~bjn. SolIe of the •• 

o£tloar. u.ed to take lotty titl •• like Khin, Khih-l-iZaa, 
• 

yell-versed in literature and the art ot compo­
sition and to be • ma.ter ot .t,la and diotion 
(I.B.Qure.hi. th- "'e1pJ,.tration 01' tht SU1u.nd' 
or R.b1! Labor. 2nd Edition 1944, ~.86-?) and 
•• the 01i1e1al language was ~er.ian (Sae.! SUv., 
P. 226-Zn, it 11&7 be concluded. that the ;::;oJJalt!gp'&~". 
must have been appointed trOll among the Muslim •• 

§R=1-I,aI!;.W:ar. war. the &rm7 officers, hanng a IlUIlber or 
. soldi.ra under them. For r~t.r.nc. to Sap-i-

~
' in contemporary insoriptionsl, ~!.1 
• 187~1_PP. 290, 293-4, i,A,S'B' 1673, 

p. 2-73, 286-86. 

Sllihdir- FQllri, later on SUltin Fakbr al-Drfn Mubirak 
• ShAh va. the SiJ.ibdir· or Bahram Khan, the 

Imperial Governor of SunirgiWD.. (Iab)'i bin AlpBad, 
P. 104). FrOIl the analog7 vi th Dehl! va know 
that BiIaMiI" were armed. .oldier. who vai ted 
upan the ruler. when th87 gave publio audienoe 
or rode out. (See, I.B.Qgre.h1t ~ Adm,ru,.trl­
t~QD of the SUltanate or DebIt, £;bore, A.D.l944, 
P. 63). 

- the ~ va. charCed with the administration ot 
justIii: (Sae, ProA,t41nc. of the Pakistan Hit­
torY Conf,lfIlQ't Dacca Ses.ion, 1963, P. 268, 
R1lid, PP. 106 rt. , 
For reterenc •• to-- Sblqdfr (per.ons entrusted 
to the admini.tration 0 the ~)t Mlr Babr 
(Commander or the fleet) t - (01 t SUp.rin-
tenrent of Polioe>, - - - - - -
(~~bearer outside the p ce 1 - -
~r-;&.-Mabau (cup-bearer outs de the palace), 

Il C body-guard.), in contemporary in.crip­
tion., Se~1 itA. SIB. ·1.872, Pp. 106, pp. 109-1Ql 
J,A.S.D. lE73, Pp. 272-73L l."S.B, 1870t P. 290. 
For rererencel to BiJib (Gnlet cttioer or the 
Royal palace) and ~bln (porter) See, lJ,iyid, 
Pp. 100, 106, 120- . • . 

'Ar14-i-La'iiHr - He was the payma.ter or the a~. 'Ali 
alt, _later on SUltin 4"Ali~ al-Dln ~AlI ~ 

val the 'Ar1dt:kLalJll$ar of Qadr Rlan, the Imperial 
Governor of .JmaVtl. (See, YallYi bin ~ad, 
P. 106). 
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&lin-I-aTahin, &j11I.1.<A';, MaJUI 11-&jl11" 1bjn.1-Hajl1a, 

" , 1 ""'" Ka.1l1.-i-ftUr, Maltk Al.-ma., .. and ",.111. &~-Hg&"am .... ". 
scurces do not help u. in determining the implication of 

the •• titles, though there 1s no doubt that these titles vere 

conferred upon officers accordIng to their rank and grade. 

(h) Trade and coppnerce 1-

The foreign aocounts and the Bengali literature furni.h 

a long lilt ot agr1cultural, natural and industrial product. 
. 2 

Of 'the country under the Muslims • The •• product. becUle the 

'ouree of extensive internal and foreign trade. The interwoven 

rivers and rivulets. within the oountry facilitated the trans. 

portation ot commodities from ane ,1de to the other and 

developed tnternal trade while the fretted .ea-ooa.t afforded 

the country to carryon extensive trade with foreign aerchants 
3 

11ke the ArabI, the Chin ••• and the Portuguese. 

1. lor theae titl •• in the contemporary inscriptIons, .e8J 
J.A.S.B. 1873, pp. 27~, E7E-77J J~t:S~i' 1874, Pp.296-97, 
J eA,Sif. 1872-,:Pp. 337-38, 333J ,r~I' 1870' .P. 290. 
See a ao, Hus~. inscriptions or ______ , Pp. 94 rt. 

2. H;1CUlflral, patun! ami inQ],lstr1§J.. product. 1-a Frur. 1- Crance., Lemons, lUllIo, banana, jack-fruita, 
aour-poaegranat ••• 

(b) Domestic animals z- Camel, horse, mule, water-buffalo, 
aarine gcats, fowl, duck1 Pi'! gooae, dogl cat. 

(See, V1SJ;-B~ft1 AfJAJaSt Vol. , ~45, PP.96-134i 
Barbo. a , • 48, lidhar Vasul 1 Knalmn V1jaYA 
edited b7 Khagendra Bath Mitra Calautauh!yerslt7'~. 
V1ja7 Gupta: faQma ;r;iQP' ed1{ed by B.K. BhattacherJe8, 
~ Niketan, Earlesl • 

3. Vi.va-t,ratl Annall, Vol. I, 1945, Pp. 96-l34. Barbosa, 
Pp. 13 48. 
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Contemporar, authorities refer to the existenoe or 
market-places where shopkeepers deelt in various oommodities. 

Baran! refers to the market-place of LakhnawtI, which wa. 

one mile in length, on each side ot which the Ihopkeopers 

aold their oommodities1 • Ibn Ba~~~Qh •• V oocmoditles being 
2 

Bold cheaper in Bengal's markets. The Chinese visitor Hon-

Hien saw SUniirgiwn "a walled place with tanks, streets and 
3 

bazars which oarried an bUsiness in all kinds of co.-editi •• " • 

n. saw the bazar of Pandwah "we ll .. arranged , the shops side by 
4 side" • The foreign writers refer to the sea-ports of Chitta-

gong and Satgawn. According to the Chinese Aeoount, the 

first port that the merchants were to enter in Bengal fro. 

the South and South-East through the Bay of Bencal was Chitta­

Eons, .ituated on the mouth of the sea. It ·i8 in this port that 

the merohants fro. foreign countries came from out.ide and 

anchored their sh1ps. It 1s there again that the,. a.s •• bled 
5 

and divided the prof1t of their merchandise • The first reter-

enoe to Satcaw.n in foreign account. 1. to be found in that 

of Master Caesar FrederickS, acc()rd1Jl1 to whom. "In the port 

1. Baran!, P. 91. 

2. Ibn Ba1:~~.ht Yol. IV, P. 210. 

3. Viay'-l'llIrati Anp,l" Vol. I, 1945, Pp. 96-134. 

4. lW. 
5 • .ll2.tJl. 
6. Quoted by J.N.Das Gupta InBesgal in thl 16th etDtulY'. 

Calcutta University. A.D. 1814, p. 106. Barbol.Barbosa, 
P. 136) and Vartbema (.l.N.Das Gupta' on git, P. 117) ~ld 
not mention Satgiwn but they referred t~ the city of 
Bengala. ('or identIfication of the oity or Bengala, ••• 1 
Ind1&Q H1.tOliQil gpar1isrlx. Vol. XIX, A.D. 1943,pp.316- 7. 
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of Satalan 8.ery leare lade th1rt1e or f1ve and th1r~1e ship. 

great and amall ••••••••••• The oitle of Sataaan 1s a 

reaaonable tail' cit!. tor a o1t1. of the Moores, abound1nc 

with all thing.". All the •• towns .ent1oned by the foreign_zoa 

.s important oentres or aonmerOG and trade were under the 

pOls •• sion of the Husli. 8u~tins. Both Lakbnawtl and Pandvah1 . 
were seata of government, while SUnfuoCiwn and Satgiwn, soae· 

2 
times occupied the status of provincial capitals • All thea. 

towns inoluding Ch1tta~on« were the Il1Jlt-tovn. ot the SUl~in.3. 
Be.ides, a study or the Qo1ns issued by the Bengal Sul~in. 

sugg •• ts that a Iar',. number of m.1nt towns vere d av.loped., 

thus indicating that they were important centre. of adm1n1s­

tratlon. Besides LakbnavtI, Pandwah, SatgiVn, Sunirgawn and 

CbittecOD" theS8 mlnt.towna include. Mua~~amibaa, Oh1rathplir, 
4 

F8t~ibid, and Khalifatabid • Apart from their importance in 

the administration ot the country, they alao must have been 

commercial oentres. 

It 18 difficult tc determine what part did the Muslims 

pl., in thi8 e~en8iYe internal and external trade. Thare are 

Gae.a1onal referenaee but the, are far from satisfactory. 

Mlnhil refers to a Hulli. merahant who lost hi. fortune and 

1. Minbi.2, P. 151, ~, P. 96. 

2. YalJ.Y1 bin Al}mad, P. 9oB; Barant, P. 4611 IirDfi-1=l.mbiralt~­
abahlt_tranllated by l.K.Basu, G80kwad Orien a1 Series, 
pP;l06-7. 

3. "Mint towns of Mediaval Bengal", b1, Kir .laban, in 'Pr"gel4-
,nce 21' 'tbe PJlri.ton H1at 9tx C9JI,f'rRQt, Dacca Ses.lon.1963, 

• 234. 
4. Ib1d, P1>. 224 ff. !hose mint .. towns which have been 1den.t1-

?rea with Lakhnawt!! have been omitted here. For identi­
fication ot those m nt-towns. see, ~. 



- 235 -

prayed tor help from Sul~in ~li?al-Dln ~Alr Ma~8n Khaljl1 • 

~e Chinese Account says, "Everyone of them Is engaged 1n 

business, the value or whloh may be ten thousand pieces of 

gOld; but when a bargain has been struck. they never expre •• 
, 2 
resret" • Aceording to Duarte Barbosa, the Muslim merchants 

used to go upeountry to bring slaves tor selling them to 

exporter.3 • These references prove beyond doubt that the 

Muslims dId take part'but they do not give any clear 1dea 

of the actual position they held in the ~ountry's trade and , . 

oommeree. The Chinese Account, if lIterally accepted. indioates 

that the MUsliml played an impertant part and carried on an 

extensive trade, but it shculd be accepted with eautlcn. 

In the first place, .a the account ShOl'S, the Chinese visited 

only the metropolitan cities from Chittagong to Pandwah via 

S1lnirgiw; they did not EO inland. Secondly, the Chinese 

Accounts do not categorically reter to Muelim traders, 

though the statement has been made in course of describing 

the Muslim populatIon, dealing with the Hindu customs separa­

tely. Thirdly, the Chinese Aceount is not corroborated by any 

other louroe. Minhij refers to only one bns1nessman and 

Barbosa refers to only slave trade. 

The medium of Qxcbange in Bengal t s trade was the coins. 

The introduction or rather the re-introduction of coins both 

1. Minhij, P. 159. 

2. Visya-BhArat1 ADnalA, Vel. It 1945. P. l~P. 

3. Barbosa, P. 147. 
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or .ilver and lold by the Bengal SUl~in. 1. an bportant 

tactor in the Soaio-economic hi.t017 or Bengal. While cOina,_ 
1 

va. not unknown to BenJal ruler. or the early period, not 

•• ingle coin or the Pila and the Sana period haa '0 tar C~ 

to light, and the aediua of exchange dur1ng the period va. 

in all probabll1tJ the Qgyrl.
2 • 'lbe reintroduction or the 

coinage in Bengal bJ the MusUm SUl1:in., theretore, greatq 

facilitated both lnterna1 and external trade ot the country, 

thoulh qgwri. va. a1.0 current during the period under re.1ev3. 

(c) The art!.an cla.. 1-

The anl1 clear cut rererence to the industry in wb1ch 

the Musu... enea,ed thalel ... e. i. we.vine. V1Jaya Gupta reter. 

to a weaYer r8lll11y t who were undoubtedly MusliJl.'. The we • ..,.ine 

or the textile indu.try developed to alloh an extent that the 

foreign writers are loud in praia. of the ootton and silk 

1. Hi.ton of Dlngal, Vol. I, Dacca Unlv.rlit,., 1943,pp.665-67. 

2. l.b.1.d.. Recently .11..,..1' coin. ot the Pattikera typa have bean 
aIiiovered at Matnamati excavation •• F.A.Khans SlclDt Al9h­
"019li g11 Di.qonri •• in Ealt m!'tan, Ma1namati, Pakis. 
tan Publications, Karachi, F .A. I Slgond Pha •• of ~h­
.8010110&1 Bxc'Wif.' ft1JvEa.t Pti.tan; Ma1namatl, Pub c 
IIatatlon. D.par en, .rruaen of East Pakistan. 

3. Vi,ya-Bb,r1t3. Annal" Vol. I, 1945, Pp. 96-134. CPU'-•• bav • 
• • o~eeD mentioned 1n the Bengali l1t:r-t.ur. or the Mua11a 
period. See for .XdFl., Chaq41 ~ •• al ~ ¥f1.!J)a KIrtana 
edited b.Y Ba.anta Ranjan R07 Bangly- S~hlt7a par~'ha41 
Calcutta, 2nd .d1 tlon B. S. 1.1&2, MA'lidhar Vaau I 1- It; 'H' 
Vl~a, edited by Khag.ndra Bath Mitra, calcutta ~niver.r7' 
A. • 1944. 

4. V1Jaya Gupta kfdma Purioit edited by Ba,ant. Kumar Bhatt.­
ahar3ee1 ~ ketan, BarlSll, P. 59. That the vea.er tamily 
was Mul 111 18 clear trOll the following ract. 1- Th. hu.band­
aan, who died of make-bit. va. buried, arranc ••• nt was 
mad. tor hiB Wan (wrapping the dead body with cloth before 
burial, according to Islamic Iy.t •• of runera1), and hi. 
mother-1n-lav va. considering to ,et her daught.r married 
a second tl ••• 
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Jl -, 
tabrics produced in Bengal at various sise and use • The qn 

praised Sunirliwn tor 1 t. tIne Muslin 2• Ibn Ba1!~~ah test1f1 •• 

to the extraordinary cheap prices ot fine olothe.3 • Th. 

Chines. Account baa ref.rred to the following varieti.s ot 

textile gOod.4 • 

(1) PI-Rol- It was ot several colours and ot ootton 

stuff. Acc'ordlng to one aooount, it val over three 

I • t.et broad and t1fty .1x teet lang and aocording to 

another over two teet broad, the lencth being the 

aame. It vaa a. fine and glOB81 aa painted .turt •• 

(11) Man-che-tl 1- It vas of ,Inger yellow colour, f'our 

feet broad and over fifty feet lone. It val very 

c10I.17 woven and strong. 

(lii) Sha-na-pa ... ru ,- It vas tlva teet broad and thirty 

feet lang. It va. like Bhene-ln o~ the Chine •• and 

• cotton ,auze. 

(Iv) Ki-pal.1el.t,-11 1- It va. three feet broad and 

.Ixty feet long. It va. loolely woven and coar.e. 

It vas a cotten gause. 

(y) Sba-ta.tul 1- It vas a sturt u.ed tor turbans. 

It. me • .ar ... nt va. either tlve inches broad and 

to1't7 teet 10111 or two and halt teet broad and tour 

teet long. It was like Sen-so of the Chin •••• 

1. Jllya~~rat1 Agnals, Vol. I, 1945, Pp. 96-134. Barbosa, 
p. 1 48. -, 

2. AYp-1-'kbtl%, Vol. II, P. 136. 
3. Ibn Ba~~1?ah, Vol. IV, P. 211.. 

4. V1ava-Ebarat1 AnP,l., Vol. I, 1946, Pp. 96-134. 



- 238 -

(vi) Ma~1-ma-ll •• - It was a .turt tour teet broad 

and twenty teet long. On the wrong aIde 1 t was 

covered with a. nap halt an inoh long. It wal 11ke 

tu-le-kin of the Chin •••• 

Beside. the.. the Chinese refer to silk and embroidered 

.1lk handkerchief. and brocaded taff.tas. The pre.ents whioh 

the Bengal aul~iin sent· 1l'1 A.D. 1438 to the Emperor of China 

inoluded among other things Sa-ha-le (Shawl). Cha-ta-h81-ta-li 

oloth and tn_Ie-kin1• 

2 Duarte Barbosa praia •• the Bengal textIles .8 tollows.-

Rin it are WOTen maQ1 kinds of very fine and coloured oloth •• 

tor their own attire and other white sart. for sale in various 

countrie8. Ther are 'YeJ7 precious, also some which they call 

e.travant •• , a certain sort, a ver.y thin kind of clotb much 

esteemed among us for ladies- head-dresses, and by the Moora, 

Arab. and Persians for turbans. or the •• great store 11 woven 

80 much so that many .hips take carlos. thereof tor abroad; 

others they make called mamonaa. others dugp.a.aas, others 

chau~a~.8t others s1n&b«f3.I, which latter are the beat or all, 

and the Hoors held them the best for 8hirts. All these sort. 

of oloth are in p1eces, eaCh one vhereo! contalns about thre. 

and twenty or rour and twenty Portugue •• Yards. Here they are 

sold good cheap, they are spun on wh.els by men and woven b.r 

them·. 

1. V1sva-Bharat1 ~l', Vol. It 1945, pp. 96-134. 

2. Barbos., Pp. l46-146. 
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It 1. difficult to determine, to what extent did the 
I 

Muslims oontribute to the manufacturing of the •• textile 

fabrics, which received 80 much praiae from the Chinese and 

Portuguese vr1 ters. It has just, bem pointed out that the 
, 

jolhi (waTer) family. as described by Vljaya Gupta va. 

Mullill. 

The fore1gn account.1 show that the paper and 8Ugar 

industry also developed in Bengal, though it is not po •• ible 

to determine, with the material at our d1sposal. how tar the 

Muslims contributed to the growth of thea. industries. 
2 

Mukunda Rima , writing towards the end or the 16th century 

8ays that there was a sectlcn of Muslims who vere known .s 

Kigabi, because they prepared and Bold kight' or paper. 

Although Mukunda Bima wrote a few 7ears latera than the period 

under review t 1 t maY' be assumed that the condi tlon ot the 

people did not change audden17. 

The erection of 8 large number of mosques· and the 
Ii 

illUing of' • large number of insoription. suggest that tbe 

Muslims produced masons and stone-workers. The non-Muslim 

... on. or stone workers might have been appointed for the 

1. 11''YI·BbmSt.tm,l •• Vol. It 1946, pp. 96-134J 
arbola, P. . • 

2. ~nktr.an ChId', published by Bang.basi Karrils78, 
a cu .;p. . 

3. Sea, §gprG, P. 199. 

4. Mull .. :{Psgr1ptlon,s Rt Bmgal. 

5. n.h\. 
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purpose, but 1 t 1s tutile to think that during the whole 
I 

period of about three hundred and odd years, they depended 

solely an the Hindu Masons and stone-wo~ker •• 
\1' 

Kf1shJ}a Di •• Kaviriija1 refers to a ~fu.11ll tailor. who 
~ - ~ 

prepared shirts fo!" SrI Btasa, a Qompanion of' SrI Cha1tanya 
2 . 

Deva. We ahall see later that the ~tusllms used sewn cloth 

11ke gown, shirt and sash. It 1a, therefore, reasonable to 

hold that tailoring' vas an important profession adopted by 

the Muslims. 

Fer1Ihta~.a71 that Na~1r aI-Din (~.ter an Sul~an 

Ni!ir al-Din ~d I), before he was PUt to the thrOn., was 
3 engaged in agr1culture • Though Fer1shtahdoe. not olearl1 

say whether be was actually the tillar or the so11,. the very 

fact that he belonged to the ruling dynasty, supplanted by 

the House of Rija: G8l].eaa, suggests that he was no ordina17 

cultivator, rather he was of the nature of a land~owner, 

working as a middle man between the ruler and the tillers 

of the sOil. The land-owning alas. was not altogether absent 

during the period under review. We have on the authority of 
- 4 r -M1.nhij that the Ra§! sent lffiatiJ (land-tax) to Sul~an Ali 

R. • I • 

1. ~ishr;.a Da •• XaviriJal 9hGt~a Qbil,ti,tiil' published 
from Baswnatl San1tya Mand1r, alcut a,.. 

2. See InfrA. p~. 247 ff. 

3. Ti'r1lth:& .. Fer1tbtlh,Vol. II. P. 298. 

4. Minhij, P. 159. 
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Mardan Kha131 when he •• .used independence. Accord1nC to 
1 . . 

8bama.1-Siri~ 'ACIt t when SUltin FIrUz ~h Tughluq reached I- __ _ 

.LakbnawtI and I17ia Shah took shelter in Ikdilah tort, the 
e, 

Rae • ., :sanal and the sallIndara ot the place joined Frri. $!lib 

and were tavourablJ received. In hi. proclamation, FrrUs Shih 

TuLhluq prOll1.sed relief of tax and revenue to the Zam!ndir. 
2 

and muqad4ams of Bengal • 

We have also lot references to actual tilling or the 

loll carried out 1n the country. The Chin_.e Account lay •• 

"Their fields are very fert1le and yield two crops in the 

year. There is no need of aowtng the •• eds (1 irrigation) -

the crops grow by themselves in the proper •• ason. Both men 
3 and wo.en are diligent in ploughing and weaving" • nTh ••• 

people (of Bengal) owe all their tranquillity and prosper1t1 

to themlalv.a, for ita source lie in their devotion to 

alrlaulture whereby a land originally covered with jungle has 

b •• n reolalmed by their unremitting toil in till1ng and 
4 planting" • 

(e) Htd1gal prore,,1ogs-

IbrihIm Qawvim FirUql5 aays that one Amlr Shaba~ a1-

Din Klrminf val an IftakJbir al-~ami"the pride of the 

pbyslelanl). 

• 
'" 1, MIf. P. 112. 

2. QUoted in i.A.s>.:S. 1923, P. 280. 

3. V1sya-Bbatatl Agna.,. Vol. I, 1945, P. 132. 

4, lli.d, P. 99. 

5. ~, October, 1952, pp. 68 tt. 
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MUkunda Rima reter. to the following ocaupatlona adopted 
1 

br the Muslims - lOlbj, KUker', Pl~hirl, xabiri, SAbjkaE, 

firM'l, li§reghi, Qal,aru\a.r, Hjlia, Darll. As for Jqlha, KRiAhi 
, ' 

2 
and garU, we haV'e already shown that ,the Me sllms adopted 

th •• e professiona. AI for ~fu~erlt because Bengal was an agri­

cultural country, cattle formed an important el~ent of the 
~ 

country's economyJ the tilling of the soil required the help 

of the cows or bullocks aa it 1. also the system even to-d.,. 

So the existence or cattle driVers or shepherds cannot be 

denied. As for Kibir1. or •• ller of fiab, fish was am~ndant17 

.val1aQl. in Bengal •• it 1s the ca.. at present • Even now 

the Bengalees, Muslim. or non.Musllms take more fiah than 

meat. As weaving \1&8 an important industry as ha. been men­

tioned betor.3, the Sinikar or manufacturer of looms found 

their profession profItable and "the same thine applies to 

tIrlk.f or bow-makers beaau •• the f1Sht1ng with bow and arrow 
4 

did prevail during the period under review. Similarly the 

exi.tence.of Pl~bit1 or seller of cakes also cannot be ruled 

out altogether. ~a profession of Hjjim is important because 

curcumeision 1s an integral part of the Islamic praatices. 

It 1. adopted br a section or the MUslims in Bengal even to-da7. 

Mukunda Riaa's t.at1many that the Hi3~d1d not find rest 

,I I 

1. ~ftlkitan Clyw~l. published by BangabiaI Kar1ilQ'a, 
alcu ta., P. 86. 

2. Se., §Mpra, PP. 236-39 • 

3. ~. 

4. Baran! (P. 686) refers to the ~ (root-soldiere) and 
ihgnuk (bow-men) gathered by Ilji8Shih against Snl~in 

frttz Shah i'u(!lluq or DahU. 
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suggests two inferenoes - either the number of ~jim ~8. 

1 •• a or the number or nec-Muslims waS great. The 100&1 people 

who were converted to Islam, 1n most casas, MUst have retained 

their former professien. These professions seemingly minor 

in importance were adopted by the poorer section. the scurces 

do not help us to say who adopted theseprofesslons, only 

the local people or the immigrants as well. 

(li1) Dwelling hquse. 1-

The Chinese Account 1s loud in the praise of the Royal 

palace, built of briaks, ornamented with flower ropr •• entatlon 

and animal figures, haYin« flat roofs, supported b.Y p1~lar. 

and having flight of steps. The halls vere vh1 te-waahed in.1cle. 

The doors were of triple thickness and of nine panels. There 
1 

were verandahs on each side ot the audience halls • Poet 
2 Kr1ttlvisa reached the ling's oourt atter orossing nine halla • 

The peon who was sent by QadI Siraj al-DIn to summon Sultin . 
Gh11ith al-Dfn A~am Shah to the eourt, oouid not have ace ••• 

to the king. He began to recite the Adhin(aallln.g to prayer) 
3 

and thus drew, the attention of the Sul~in. '!'he Royal palaoe 

val surrounded by fortified wall 'and the palsa. door. were 

Y.ll~gue.rded. The ruins of the Royal palace can be •• en It'9'8Q: 

4 
~ in the eities of Gaur and Pandwah • 

1. V1!v,-Bogratl Annols, Vol. I, 1945, Pp. 96-134. 

2 .. QUoted by 8ukumar Sen in BailgliSib1tzer Itlhisq ., Calcutt., 
1940, p. 84. The vord used by K;r1tti"as. 11 ~~. whioh is 
used even to-day to denote outer-house or audienoe-hall or 
the visiting room. 

3. R1Yi~, Pp. 106-7. 
4. For ruins, see Hqmo1rs. 
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An idea of the dwelling houles, other than the royal 

palace may be obtained from the folloving sources. The Val.~ava 

literature re~er. to the garden in front ot the hanl. of the 

Qiql of Nadiya, wh.1oh ~. .a1d to hav. been destroyed b7 

~ha1tan1a's fOllower~l. Aocording to Duarte Barbosa, "th., 
bathe often in great tanka ~11ah they have in their hou ••• n2, . , 
and according to AbU alMFa41, -their houses are made ot bamboos, 

soma of which are so constructed that the cost 01" a single 

one will be five thousand rupees or more and they last a lone 
3 

time" • Even to-day the houses of.the poorer section of the 

people are buIlt cf wood or bamboos. The difterence between 

the richer and the poorer people was probably in the amount 

of expenditure, while the rich spent ~or. and used good quality 
, ' 

wood or bamboo to make the house stronger and more last1nc, 

the poor could not do so. EYery house whether of the poor or 

the rioh must have th8 roof over 1t, as in Bengal practlaall1 
, , 

half' the year was (as 1t 1s even to-day) covered by the raiD7 

season. The dwelling hou~os built or bamboos at the pre.ent 

time are not flat. roofed rather they are sloping from • 

central ridge so that the rain-water oan l .. edlatelJ go down 
I 

sn~ does not getr8~ok. on the roef. SUch domical roofs are 
4 

known rrom the ex1~t1ng mosques of the time like the ~ 

1. Pha1tanIa. Cbar!tiil;1te, Adi, 17th. 

2. Barbosa, P. 147 • 
..,., 

3. Ata-i.AkbtrI, Vol. II, P. 134. 

- ... 

4. As in the case or BabS Adall Shahfd'. mosque at Rampala in 
':, the diBtrict of Daoea. It was built by one Malik KaM in 

the reign of SUltln Jalal al-Dfh Fath Shih. For inscrip­
tion see, ~&A.s.B. 1873, PP. 282-83. 0-
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Jabin'. aoaque at Bacerhat and Cbhoj; .. ~_~~~~.t Gaur. 

Tha t •• t1.ony ot Barbola that the Mual1lu had tanka of' their 
1 

own 1. ailD1tlcant. At 'present, in aOll8 di,tr1cts at l •• ,t , 

there i, hardly a fam117 who does not have it' own tank. 

The tank. vere esaential to the Huslia familia., a. we .hall 

•• e pre.ently, unlike Hindu women, the MusUm women ob.erved 

~_.rdah ( •• elusion) and could not have cone out for hav1nc 

their bath in the rivers. 

(lv) 121n 1-

2 3 Their diet included .eat canaisting of beet t mutton t 

4 6 6 rovl and duck prepared with apice. • According to the 
7 

Chine •• Account, the1 took both .. eked and roaated •• at • 

Though reterence to flah and vegetables are not available 

in the sourc •• at our dispoa.l, there Ie no reason to belie.,.. 

that the Husliaa dId not take tho.. thine_. Bengal beiDI 

prlu.r117 an qJ'lcultural count17 with rlT8r1tl. tracts, both 
8 

fiah and veg.table. vere abundantly available t •• it i. the 

1. Aa in ealtern di.triot. of Bengal. 

2. Vi8Va-Bhar.tt. AM.l,. Vol. I, 1946, P. 127. 

3. rud.; tY1Jaiikan ~, published by BaJigabiar Kar7lilqa, 
~t a, ~S6: . 

4. VIJ!)' Gupta. fp PuriUe , edited by B.K.mtattacherJ •• , 
Bil;d lIft.tan, riaal, P. 64. 

5. DhargPU'j Vldhia, edIted by Nani Gopal Bandopadhy&1, 
~gi7a S8h1tya Par1.had, Calcutta, B.S. 1323, P. 221. , .,; 

6. I!kh Bubh9da11, edited by Sukwaar Sen, Calcutta,1927,P.8. 
7. VIIYA-Bbaratl AnMl,I. yol. I, 1945, pp. 96-134. 

8. Th. Chin ••• Account (V1'R-Bh,r,p' AM,l., Vol. 1,1946, 
~. 96-134) haa liven a oDC 11. of Bengal 'a product •• 
Aaoordlnl to the Vaishnava 11 taratura (See t Qb,itlDXA 
Bhi.1tVtta) Cbait~. va» tond of dt (preparation or 
Teg. a 1e leav •• ). 
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ca.e even to-da),. Moreover the local people who were 

CODverted to Is1im, .a we have seen earllerl , 1Dl8t ban 

retained the practice of taktna fiah and vegetables. W. 
2 

have just .een that MUkunda Rjaa'. account reters to a graQp 
. , 

of MusUms known aa Ubjr1 who u8ed to •• 11 fish. 
; 

• The aristocratic people uaed to drink vine, it 1s not 

d.rln1 te17 Jmown whether the common people war. accustomed to 

it. ACQordlDg to th~ Ch1n ••• Account there were roar k1n4. 

or vine in Bengal, one vas made frOll cocoanut, the second 

trOll r1ce, third trom the aoquat1c plant called Ka.1ang and 
3 

the fourth from llm& seeds. The saa. source records that 

on certain ooc&s1on. drinking ot wine va. prahl b1 ted on the 

,round that "1 t milht lead to trouble" and 1 t va. a "breaoh 
• 5 

of dacorua" , bot theT used to drink on festive occaaion •• 

It 1s further recorded that atter meals .we.tened 1'0.. vater 
6 

and hon.y ~r. supplied • Baturall1 this vas a austom prevalent 

among the aristocrat •• The Musli •• al.o took the various 

fruits available in the eountl"7, lUeh as banana, jack-truit, 
7 pomegranate. and sugar-oane • 

1. Bee, Chapter III, BeetlCD (C). 

2. suura. P. 242. 

3. nUA-_Irati AMt1', Vol. It 194&, pp. 96-134. 

4. ~. 

5. Barbosa, P. 148. 

6. YiID=Bharatl MDI}.., Vol. I, 1945, P. 122. 

7.1W. 
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wi th a ootton turban ot wh1 t. colour. They wear 

lone ,own wi tb • round collar vi th a coloured sa.h 

on the lover part or their body, and put on leather 

slipper. on their teet. The women dre •• their hair. 

in knot on their heada. They wear a short shirt and 

wrap their body with a piece or co-loured cloth, .1lk 

or brocade. The,. wear ear-ring or preci gus stonel 

set in gold. Around their neck they have pendant., 

on their wrists and ankle gold braoelets and on 

their tineera and toe. rines". 
1 (c) Barbos.'. account ,-

"The respectable Moor. walk about c18d in white 

Gotton Docka, Tery thin, vtdoh ooae down to their 

ankles, and beneath these the7 have girdles of 

cloth, and over them s1lk scarve~, they earry in 

their girdles daggers garnished with silver and 

gold, accordinl to the rank or the persan who 

carries thaI on theIr finger. n18l11' rings let with 

rich jewe.l·~,and cotton turbans on their head.". 
..., 2 

«l) According to Sekh SUbhodsya , the §!1a7kh (Jala" 

'abrin) came to Bengal in black attire. with 

turban on head and a bowl and _ (.tick) in hand. 

<.) X,1s~ Dis. KaYirija refers to • certain Turk 

called. a.r. in black attlr.3 • 

1. Barbo •• , P. 147. 
~ ~ 

2. StJrh Sgbbgdurh ed1ted by SUkuma.r Sen, Calcutta, 192'1,P.127. 

3. Che~IIPY~~Chaf1ti'J;tJI publ1ahed b.J Vaaumat1 Sibitya 
Man r, Illou ta, • 227-29. 
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The passales quoted above show that the dresl of tbe 

Mu.llm •• n included turban on head, long shirt or ,own with 

collar, !1it (trou.er) or lash on the lower part or the body. 

shoe. or sl1pperon the le, and ring. of jewels or gold in . 
hand. They cut orf their hair and kept beard. The dress or the 

tomales 1ncluded a short 8hirt on the upper part of the body, 
r -a piooe or cloth like the s~1 or the present dar to wrap 

the bod,. they used varleu. kind. of ornament. 11ke ear-r1nc. 

or precioul stones, they hang pendants round their neck, they 

u.ed ,old bracelet. on their wrist. and ankle. and u.ed rinc. 

on fingers and toe.. They bound tbeir hair. in Jmot and did 

not u •• coametics. The ~ or Muslim fagtrs used blaCk attire. 

But It aeams to have been a picture of the Mu.11a nobles and 

aristooratic ala ••• For example the 1Jir or the trouser and 

the aboe. and .lipper. could not have been u8ed by all the 

people. In a count17 like Bengal where practioal.l7 half of 

the year 1. covered b,y rainy season and the roads or path­

WI.1I remain inundated or mudd7, 1t 18 tutile to think that 

all people, espea1ally the labourer., the tiller. or the 

s01l. could have used this dress. Even to-day hundred. or 
people living in the villages go without shoes or use a pieoe 

of oloth tied up to the waist. Apart from the pecuniary condi-

. t1an of the people, ana reason wh1 they use thi. sort or 
dress is the climatic cond1tion or the oOtmtry. As regard. 

other dreas 'ot both men and woman including the ornament., 

these might have been used b¥ the people, according to their 
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own means. The rich spent larcer amount and used jwelleri •• 

and golden ornaments, while the poor were satisfied with 

baser metals or even conoh-ahell. 

(vi) foslt1on of women z-

Wqmen observed ~urd~~ (seolusion) and did not come out 

of their bouse. at day time, in the words of Barbosa "the, 
1 ' 

kept them carefully shut up" • But they received well-treatment 

from their husbands Who gave them great store of Cold, silver 
:3 

and apparel of fine s1lk • Polygamy waa prevalent. Aooording 

to Barbol., "every one has three or four wives or aa many a. 
he can ma1ntainR3, though the general Islamic law 1s to have 

not more then four wives at a time. Sometime., Musli .. accepted 
4 6 

Hindu wi vea • The widov-r~rial. vas prevalent • A specific 

time va. ob.erved by vidowa, bet ore which they were not 

remarrled6• Vljaya Gupta? reters to taking vegetables by the 

~olha 's widow. -nus II beeau •• , probab11 the 19l:fii family 

were neo.Hu.l1ms, who were not tully acquainted with the Islamio 

practice. Acoording to the Chin.se Account, their marriage. 

and funerals ware both aocording to the Islamio lawS. 

1. Barbosa, P. 148. 

2. IR14. 
3. llli. Pp. 147-48. 

4. V13~ya Gupta. POdma PurtQAt_edlted by B.K.Bhattacherjee, 
B~ Niketan, Barlsal, P. 06. See, SypU, pp. 185-87. 

6. !W.. pp. 39.60. 

6. n1!l. 
7. ~. 

8. V1sva Bharati Annals, Vol. I, 1946, P. 124. 
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(rii) Soc1.;L lath.riDi' and entertainment. I-

They oQaaslona~ly met in soc1al '4th.rings, in which 

visitors were entertained with music and danc •• l • Sametime., 

the SUltans I.t in ASlembly with ncbles, in Whioh games, 
. . 2 

music and c·anc •• vere the common features. Actras.es and 

dancing girls were dressed in colqured cloths with deoorations 

rof flower • .' They used ornament I of various typel and of high 
3 

value • Generally visitors were entertained with betel-lear 

and betel-nuts, but when they invite guests, they arrance4 
4 for feastings and amusements • When the ladies visited their 

relatives or nelgh~rs at night, they had great festivities, 

rejoIcings and superfluity of wines
5

• R1yi~ al-Sali~1n and 

TirI~-i-Fer1Ibtah,record that the nobles in Bengal used to 

ta¥.9 food In colden plate. and for a time it becs.me the cuatoa 

that whoever could present more golden plates on festive 
6 

occasions was considered tc be higher in Itatul • Be_idea I 

these t there were other entertainment. like tiger-play in 

1. VISY§ BbArat~ Annals, Vol. I, 1945, P. 124. 

8. !he indirect reference is available from an order of Sul~in 
QD1yJ.tb. al-DIn Balban to his son Bug!lri ~in. ae ordered 
him not to indulge in such assemblies. (See, BaranI, P.92). 

3. V1rv-Bharatl AMlll, Vol. I, 1946, pp. 122, 126, 1.32, , 
Bar 058, P. 148. 

4. VisnwBharat! ArlnAJ.a, Vol. l, 1945, P. 124 • 
. . 

6. llWi.. 

6. ;R!Yic1' P. 132-, 7ir~-'-FelishtlB, Vol. II, Pp. 301-2. 
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1 
the market-place and betor. the house. of the r1ch • 

(viii) SJ.avtrx ,-

The higher class people used. to appoint Ilav •• 

~ both male. and remale. for house-hold work.. the 

Bifid rerer. to the affeotion ot Sul~an Gbi,ith-al-DIn4am 
• 

~n towards three slave-g1rls. Sarv, Gu! and Lilah
2

• Vijqa 

Gupta reterl to • Rind" (.laye-woman.) in the house ot the 

Qi4I_ of ~.an ~~13. The Abya.Wan IlaV.' appointed by 
4 

later 117i8 ~ihI Sul~in. proyed to be usurper. or the throne • 

The alavea vere bou,ht and 801d in the market-placel. Ibn 

Battutah purchased one beautiful alaTe airl named ~~~. .. . 
1. The Chine.e Account (ng'-Pot{a;tl AM,1 •• Vol. I, 1946, 

Pp. 118-191, haa ,iven e 0 ow1nc account of the •• amus.­
menta 1- "~ber. are people called Ken-S1ao-Iu-lu-nai who 
an lI.ounte.banka. Eyery day at th.-nrOIc.- or- riYe ·tbel come 
around the gat.. or the housea ot high official. and of the 
wealthy people blow1ng .o-na (SU.J:rul-flageolets) and beatinl 
drUms and then pass on. to another. WIlen come. the break­
rut hour they 10 to eaoh house to be rewarded with wine, 
tood, money or other th1n&s. Be.ides theae there are &1.0 
eyer, other kind or p1ayera. 

"(Thus there are people who) Ie about the mark.t plaoes 
and to the hOU'8S with a tiger held by an iron chain. The,. 
undo the chain and the tiger 1188 down in the courtyard. 
The naked man than .trike. the t1,er who becomes enraged 
and jumpa at him and he fall. vi th the t1,er. This be 
does several t1mes tatter which he thrusts hi. tiat in the 
ti,er'. throat without voundiDg h1lI. Atter this performanoe 
he chains hi. up again and the people of the hou.. do not 
tail to teed the tIger with •• at and reward the man with .on_y. So the tiler-tamer haa a promising bu.in ••• •• 

2. RixQ, p. lOS, HllIoirl, pp. 25-66. 

3. V13,y. Gupta. We, PuriDa, edited by B.X. Bhattacherj •• , 
~ lilt.tan, .Bar1.al, P. 61. 

4. Hi,tory of BeRgil, Vol. II, Pp. 138 tt. 

5. Ilm Ba~~~ah, Vol. IV, P. 212. 
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Accordinc to Barbo.a, Hu.Um .erchant. used to 10 up count1'1 

to purcha.e he.then boy •• ither trQR their parents or from 

tho •• who .tole them. BoY' .0 purohased vere ca.trated, (in 

which prooe •• aaDJ would d1e) and then they vere 801d to 

the merchant •• The people engaged them as the guardian ot 
1 

their women, •• tate. or for other house-hold works • A slave 

.ale deed of the till. of Sultan Ni.il" al-Dln Mahllnid. Shih I .. . 
2 

1. available in the Dacca Univer.it;y Library • 

(ix) P'gup1 arx qan4itlgg 1-

FrOl! eoonomic point ot View, the Musli •• 118.y be d.iv1dec1 
I the 

into two d18tinet class •• - the rich and/poor. It hal been 

pointed out earlier that the off1alal. received salary, 
3 4 

Yillages and lands • The army received salary and ratlon& • 

Obv1ouslJ they were richer and had a btttter living. It hal 

al.o been· pointed out that the nobles used golden plat •• and 

1 t becaae a custaR to display wealth through the nuaber ot 
6 

.uoh platos the1 pos ••• sed • The merohants formed the next 
e 

r1cher class, who .amet1me. invested ten thousand gold coin. • 

There were also people, who built their houses at a co.t at 
7 

tly. thousand rupee. • Their dreaa. diet, practice of keeplnc 

1. Barbosa, P. 147. 
2. Attached to • Bengali manu.cr1pt Siridi Tillkl No. 4608 

dated S.B. 136l/A.D. l439. 

3. Inll!li"-l-MahrU, in Il.A.S.B. 1923, P. 280. 

4. Vi,Ya-Bb!rlt, Anp,l" Vol. I, 1946, P. 118. 
6. 4i~1-F't.l1ltlh, Vol. II, pp. 301-2. 
e. V1aya-Bharat1 AgnaIl, Vol. It 1945, P. 122. 

-, 
1. AlD:'-Aibtll, Vol. II, P. 134. 
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The following index of price level supplied. b1 Ibn Ba~~~ah 

will throw l1«ht on the SUbject
1

• (Taken trom the table drawn 

1n)U.to" ot ~, Vol. II, in terms of present s1;;8lldard 

ot weight and money.) 

(approxinmte17) 8t'maunds of rice wara sold at Ps. 7/-

" 
R 

It 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

28 .. of paddy U In" Rs. 7/ .. 

14 seera of gbee It tt II I Rs. 3/8/-

14 "ot •• samo 011" H " Fs. l/12/-

14 " of rOle water· " " h. 7/-

14 .. of .ncar 

8 .tat fowls 

1 rat rail 

1 miloh cow 

1.6 p1ieona 

fl • " ~. 3/B/-

." tI Is. 0/14/-

va.·' " JI5. 1/12/-
II 

were " " Is. 0/14/-

Judg1n, from the price-level drawn above, it may ba 
I 

aasumed that the common people were not hard hit b7 their 

low income. Tho •• ware the days when one wa. a.t1st1ed 

having a g1rt or • ~ute-p1ace, .s in the c.a. ot Kr1tt1vi •• , 
I 2 ~ 

who rec&1ved one such piece trom tbe Kina of Gaura • SrIdhar_, 
, I 

a disoiple ot Chaltanya, earned his livelihood b,y dealing in 
:. 3 

radish, sheath of bamboo, and the ,spathe ot plrunta1n tree. 

The needs ot the people vere not great and they were bapP7 
, " 

with their lot. Judged trOll this standpoint, the people vere 

1. Ibn Battutah, Vol. IV! Pp. 210 rt. 
Hl.toti·ot HftnKA&, Vo • II, pp. 101-2. 

2. QUoted by Sukumar Sen in 5ngli §Bhitxer Itihi •• , Calcutta, 
1940, P. 8Ei. 

3. B~lndivana Dia~1 faJ'ilany~~gaFa, pub11shed by M.K.Gbo8h, 
Calcutt., Gawabdl, 0, • 2- 3. 
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leneral17 haPP7. According to the Chinese Account, Nthe 

•• asons or heaven haTe scattered the wealth of the Earth 

OTer this kingdom, the riches and integrit,. of it. people 
~ 

surpass, perhaps those of Ch tin Chiang (Palembang) and equal 
. 1 

to those of Cha~lf8 (Ja'Ya)N • 

(x) Qcmjaqt 14th the logal. peORJ.i I-
I 

It has been pointed out earl1er2 that some or the 

soo1al teatures of the Mulli.. such a. the worship of {Satya. 

fl£ and the introduction of the foot-print ot the Prophet 

were due to the Il1xtur. of' both MIlalill and non-Musllll concep­

tions. There va. a close contact between the people of diy.ra. 

communities. That such contacts were not rare mar be cleaned 

from the following facts. 
3 Ca) We bave aeen earlier that. number of local people 

were converted to Islam. 

(b) Muslim rulers in their tight against the DehlI' 
4 

Sul~in. recruited local soldiers • 

(e) Local people were apPointed. in important positions 
5 of the stat. • 

Beside thes8 thor. are references in the Bengali 11 teratva 

to show that the Muslim learned men held. diSCUssions with 

1. V1sva-Bhar0ti Annals, Vol. It 1946, P. 99. 

2. Supra, PP. 211 ft. 

S. Chapter III, Section (e). 

4. See, Chapter II, P. 36. 

S. For appointment of Hindu Officers by'Ali'al-Dln ~say.n 
Sha~t see, ~.tOfY Rl 119111, Vol. II, Pp. 151 ft. 
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(iIrtaaa in proceaa1on) in v1olat~on or the Qidl'a order. 
a 

According to Krishna Diaa XaviriJa, Cba1t&D1a at the height 
• 

ot hi. emotlonal1sa reached the Qi¥ '._ palace and had the 

following discussions with himl. 

"The lord saya, 'I have ooae to put some questions: 

The ~~ says, 'sa,. whateTer is in your heart'. The lord .q.t 

'You take Clow-milk, so /lOW 1s your mother. Bulls earn food 

-mi ~ ~ ;.... ~~~3! .m,; \ 
s:r;;r;o( '~"fi ~RLnr ~~~ ~ ~& 1\ 

~"H<if Jt.~~ fo ~.::r ~.~~ aFr"-l , 

M S'i I ~. r:~.;;n:;t~rt- ~~ -~ ~.r 1\ 

Translation :- "At that time, some five to seven lli§~fmQr 
(117.e11g1ous Hindus) case and ooapla1ned that lama! CfuU­
tanya) vas destroying the Hindu religion and that they 
did not bear auch ~Irtane before <as was introduced by him) 
••••••••••••••••••• Dance, aong and beating of drums were 
befitting to tbe C~i and Manaslt worship. Formerly this 
N1Jai1 P8J14.1t was good, he went astray after h1s return 
tros Gaya. He s1ngs loudly and claps his bands; the scund 
of dr1lII and clapping deafen those who hear. tlobody knows 
wbat e4J,ble8 give hi. atrength to beoome mad, to dance, 
aing, laugh, err and to go on rolling. The towns-men.aJ"e 
maddened with oontinuous tlIlan8. 80 tbat they cannet sleep 
at night. Nov they call him ~~~ri in place of Nimi11 
being irrelig1ous, they are destroying the Hindu religion. 
RYen the 1o,.,ly persons make }drj:mJa of Kr1slma, at th1a sin 
liti 1118 will be depopulated. In the Hindu religion, the 
nume Isvara is a mahimantl"l; 1f everybody hears, the pJl.ntra 
10ae8 its sanctity. You are the Thi1roJ: (leader or offioer 
in charge) of the village; call :Nimii before you and urge 
upon him to give up (th1. peculiar way of life)". 

* 

1. Ch.1taax' Qbar1tAm¥lta, Ad1, l7th. 
~'i; ~~ .J!:P.:r rqrl;r. ~~ ~~i1lt~ ~~ I 

~~ ~~ i3ilt3IT q;-~ t;T ~:':hf~ ~;r /I 

...Bf\:5 "4i?~ (.;~% .m-:; ~ ~~ ~ I C'\ . \. 0-. .:.;. ...,- • .., •. 

F 0f~ ~ ~t~ ~c:=t'-;;--t- u 
j;t~ ~t ~ "2rl-.3 ~4f ~ 5i1tf f 

.-... ----,/ 

~~ ~~ ~4if ~l~ .4~ ~~ " 
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1. distinction between 'Path of Acti",e We' and 'Path ot 

Pa.,l". Life'. According to the latter, the kllling of 

anSmal 1. prohibited, vh11e acoording to the former killing 
I 

ot cow or bull 1, allowed. There is no ,in in killing in the 

manner aa 1 t 18 pre.ori bed b7 religion. Your i,e9as allov 

killing of cow, and so great mun1~ 'Iaie.) used to kill cow'. 

The lord • .,., 'The Vidal prohibIt killing ot cow, 80 no 

Hindu kills any cow. According to the Veda. ldlling ot aniui 

1. allowed onl.y if they can be re.tored to lire. So the mpni. 

( "C.,) killed old-aced one. and re.tored their 11fe with the 

help of the Vedic m.ntr ••• The old-aged became 10U11g one., 

so the killing 'became a boon tor th ... In the pre.ent till., 

Brabwl1na bave no such power, 80 novadqa the,. do not kill 

cow. You anl.7 kill, lau cannot r •• tore to 11te, '0 ;you will 

Dot e.cape hell. The COW-killer. will 11Ye in hell .s JIaD1 

thousand year. a. there are hairs in the body of the cow. 

Your reU,iou. le.der hal Cone .stray. .0 he hal 11 ven such 

direction without knoving the 81gniflcance of s/istr. 

(religiou. lav) t. Hearinl this t the Q~r became d UIlb t he 

could not utter any word and sald, 'I accept dereat, 0' 

Pand1 t J 10U haye tolcl the truth". 
- J i 

.~-;:;r ~'I; ~ 4il~ r{,!? ~~ ~ I 
l~,q~ ~ 4il~1- ~~7 ~--- " 
~ ~ '~I;{~'Pfi~ l.~~ ~ ~~ I 
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embodiment of 111 ~ and ananda, the perfect spirit, the 

soul of all, all-pervad1Di, eternal, the .elf of 8Y817th1nc, 

the .aurae of creatIon, lir. and destruction, the refuge 

of all universe. whether gross or rtne, the most excellent, 

adorable b,y all, the first caUse ot 8verrth1ng. Men are s.Yed 

by faith in Him, and treed from the bondage of the world 

onlf by serving Hia. Delight in n. 18 the supreme human 

attainment, while salvation oan aive onlJ a partiale ot that 

bUls. The highest beaut1tude co.e. onl)' frOll 88rv1nc Hi. 

feet. After firlt insisting on work, knowledge and mental 

abstraction, these are then set .alde and .. the .ervice of God 

is laid down a. the final duty. Your theologians have no 

knowledge of' their own scripturelJ they forget that where 

there are two injunotion., the latter 11 stronger. Decide 

atter studying your own holy books, and aee what 1s la1d 

down •• the final oonclusion". 

"The Musl1m replied, 'True are Jour words. What 1. 

vri tten in the scr1ptures cannot be chan&ed. b7 lien. The 

abltract God (GOSlin) 1. d1.cussed b,. theologians, noboci)' 

think. 'ot adoring the incarnate God. Iou are such, God's 

own self. Hav. aercy on me, unworthy sinner:" 

'1'b.e discussion. prove that learned .en or one colllD1UJ11.t7 

were conversant with the religioul books of the other commu­

nity. For example, the qi4{ of !ful1yi referred to the Veda. 

and the furl'}'1 in his di.cUssions with Chaitanya. Unless 
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there was a close oontaat between the two people Such 

dlscruaslon. could not have been possible. K;-1ahq.a Dua 

XaViraja goe. a step further and says that both Qal1! of 
~ 

Itt dlyi and the Turk called ~ were convinced or the argument. 

of Cha1tanya and begged of him to make them his disoiples. 

This 18 not corroborated by any other .ource. SUch important 

event" converaion of an iaportant officer like the Qaq! 

and another ElJ:, would not have been le.ft unnoticed by otb.8r 

Va1.~v. writers, 1f there va. aD7 ba.is 1n it. V:r1ndi'Yan& 

Di •• 1 also refers to the ~ - Cba1t&n1a enoounter, but he 

doe. not • ., that the q~ accepted the teachings of Chaltauya. 

~he whole boak ot Kr1ahna Disa KaTiraja vas written to delty 
• • 

Cha1tanya and tQ paint his character with a superhuman colour. 

In thi. particular cal. al.o ha could not ri.. above the 

•• otar1an1 .. and probablY .xalgerated the tact •• 

1. Br1ndivana Di.al Chaitepya Bhigayata, Madhya, 23rd. 



• 265 -

CHAPTER - VII. 

THE CONCLUSION. 

~o a student of polit1cal hi.tory, the history of 

Bengal from the conque.t of ~a117a bJ Mu~ad Bakhtyir 
1 

~l~I till A.D. l638 is a .ere record of events in the 

gradual expansion and consolidation ot Muslim political power. 

In tact, during this period of more than three hundred year. 

the Muslim power expanded throughout the nook and corner or 
2 

Bengal • But to a student of 8001al hi.to!')", the period 

unfolds a ,reater sIgnificance, aa It witnessed the introdUc­

tion and gradual development ot a fresh element 1.e. the 

Muslim society, in the aoclo-religious history of the countr7. 

Althougb the politIcal history ot Bengal otter. soyeral 

landmarks, the soc1a1 historian hardly finds any, becau •• 

the social torce. have got • cont1nu~. growth and develop­

.ent without oarine tor or rather mcouraced by t1lH and 

tIde. The period covered by the pre.ent study passed fro. 

the formatIve atage of tbe Maslia society to a complete 

overhaul of the social forces in the country in which the 

religion of Islam and the Muslims beceme predom1nant. 

The Muslim society in Bengal developed on three important 

supportsl the Muslim ruling class, the Muslim scholars and 

the Muslim ~J~~ The most important contribution ot the 

1. For date of the oonquest ot !hiiyi, see, Indian Hl.tgrJAal 
Qgartarlx, June, 1954, pp. 133 rf. 

2. Sea, §Upra, Pp. 43-48. 
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ruling olass vas that, they expanded the political power 80 

that the small pr1nc1,nl1ty ot Lakhnavtl ot ~mmad Bakht7ir 

val, vithia about one centuJ7 and a halt at ita exiltence, 

turned to be a great Huslia kingdom or Bengal. Without the 
1, ( 

political power at the top, the Muslim society would hardly 
I 

have lurvived the throes of its birth in clash with the 

bOltile JlUltitud8. round about them. Iro the ruling ela •• , 

.specially to the Independent SUl~in. , goea the credit ot 

,1 vine Bengal a hoaoleneoua Muslia ldngdoll, independent ot 
I 

the political force. ot DahlI. Shams al-Dln ll,i8 Shih va. 
1 

the first to unit. the whole or Bengal under him , while hi. 

$Ucce •• orl till A.D. 1538 bald the same pOlition without 

break. The MUII1 •• thus lot an opportunity to consolidate 

their po.ition without any hindrance. Beside. the expansion 

of their power, the ruling cla.. also encouraged the scholars 

and the ~rs, bu1lt aOIq\lel, madra.aha and ~angah't afforded 

faoilities to the Muslim. £or visiting the holy cities or 
Makkab and MadInah. In ahort t they helped the growth of a 

distinct Muslim society in Bengal. The scholars, in their 

turn, wrote books on Islamic science. and literature. The, 

paid speoial attention to DJUl, l!adI\R, %a~uwut.t Persian 

poetry and even Bengali languag.2• They ,also maintained 

academies and imparted instructions to the peopl.3. The con­

tribution of the suri. covered a wider range. They were not --
1. Hi.tort Q! Basgal, Vol. II, Pp. 103-5. A.R.Dania "Sham.~ 

uddin 1yiS ~ah, Shah-e-Bangilahtt to be published in the 
tgfr JaiU NaHiaSarko.r Conunemorat1cm Vp1ume ', Panjab 
U veri ty, 1a. 

2. Chapter III, Section (B). 
3. ~. 
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indifferent to the political happenings, but sometimes, 

influenced the rulers in maulding the state-policy on 18~c 
1 line •• They even helped the expansion of politioal power. 

Hut the moat important contr1bution of the sarIs was that --
they educated the people in re11gious principles, helped 

tbe poor and the dest1tutes, attracted the local people 
, 

around them by their religious disposItion and aonYarted 
2 

many to Islam • It 1. thus claar that they devoted themselves 
, , I 

to the cultural pur.ulta and with or without the help of the 

royal power, trained the Muslims in the observance of reli­

giou. prinoiple •• Based an thel. three supports, the Muslia 
• 

sooiety developed to such an extant that it occupied 3 

prom1nent poaltlon in the socio-religious life of the people. 

When Mul}arnnad Bakhtyir Xhe.lji" laid the fcundat10n ot 

the principality of LakhnawtI, the Muslim population was 
3 

composed of mere17 immigrant., numberinC a few thousands. 

They came either with the invading hordes or as adventurer. 

after the conque.t. The sooiety thua established, waa sub.e­

quently Ced in tvo ways, either bf fresh immigratIon fro. 

the West or by local converslon4 , Thus, we notice that the 

Muslim society comprised of people from Arabia, ShIraj, Beret, 

Samarqand, Tabris,BukhUi, Balkh and Abyssinia. Aa regard. 

tribal affiliation, there were the IhaJJIs, the Turks, the 

1. Chapter III, Section (e), 

2. !W. 
3. According to M1nhi3 (P.152) in the Tibet expeditIon, 

Bakhtyir I S army Ognsi sted of ten thousand soldier •• - . 
4. Chapter IV. 
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AtLhin., the ijablLhl. and probablJ the MuLhala. S1m1larl1 

the society tRoluded a rev groupa or people like tha'Al1 •• , 

the ~d., the ~I. and the 100&1 convertsl • The •• people 

helped the growth ot the Mullim society in their own way, 
10118 formad the bulk ot the ruling cla.s, belDg appointed 

in civil, mill tary and r.venue departmenta, vh1le others 

educated the peoPl.2. In the1r da117 lite the Mual1u uled 

both Perslan and Bengall J.ancuage.. Bangali va. uaed not 

onl1 b7 the converted local. MIl.U •• , but also by the Uai­

grants. The imII1granta did not try to keep the.s.lve. isolated 

trom the 80clal current ot the count17'. They adopted various 

profe.aiona 11ke trade and commerce, craft. and industry, 

and agriculture, beside acceptinl offices in the stat •• 

fhey built their dwelling hous.s with the material. locally 

available. Even the court-patronised stone or brick archi­

teoture developed a local style, suited to the cliaat. ot 

the country. their diet included meat, fish or vegetabl •• 
3 

a. they were locally available • 

The fame of the Huslia kingdaa and the MUslim popula. 

tion ot Bengal spread far and wide. Beaide trying to obtain 

political hold over the neighbouring k1ncdaas,· .a evidenced 

by occasional raid_, the Bengal Sul~in. exchanged ambassadors 
4 

with the ldngdOlia ot China, Delli and Ihur.sin • On occ •• iona, 

1. Chapter IV. 

2. Chapter. III and IV. 
3. Chapter VI. 

4. BHI-r;'Ei~i •• ~ Vol. IlhJa~' Pp. 96-l.34, J.A.S.B., 
, • - I . i. bin. ,pp. 126-27. 
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• 

the Beneal Sul~in. were invited to help 'ettl1ng disput •• 

OYer .ucoe.81on tn favour ot one or the other prince tn 
1 

Arakan and Tippera • 

fhe Huslia society in Bengal developed the orthodoz 

principle. of Islam and at the same t1me gave way to the 

popular toro... A8 for the orthodox aide, they adhered to 

tbe principle. or lmia or belief in God aDd His Prophet, 

Namil or pr&7er, B21ipr tasting and ~ or pilgrimage to 
2 

the holy citi •• of Makkah and MadIDah • !he .ociety looked 

for it. strenlth towards the IDo.ques, adralll.M:l and Kblngth. 
, 

These served •• the pillarl of the 80cial .tructure and all 

e1as were tumed towards the. tor guidance. Beside., the 

Sencal1 Mu.l1 .. , through the favourable attitude of the SUl­

~ins. kept a clo •• contact with the holf cit!e. ot Makkah 

and MadInah. Both SUl~iD Gb1yith al-DIn ~ Shih and J'alil 

aI-DIn ~ammad Shib d •• erYe special aentian tor a.tabU_bing 

madral8h in Makkah and Madlilah and. making; 11 beral grants tor 
3 the people thereot • 

T 

1. !ij.st0tY of' Bengal. Vol. II, P. 59, i.A.S.I3;., 1844, pp.44 tt. 
It Is said that the Burmes. k1ng appointed Muslim 

soldier. inoluding shipmen under them! <Islamic CUltur~, 
July, 1936 t P. 426) though 1 t i. dlft cult to say whet er 
they vere from Bengal. At a later date the !hom K1n& Budra 
Singh (A.D. 1696-1714) imported malons and art1f'ioerl trom 
Bengal (E. Gait. A Hilton Qt Aa"ND, 2nd edItion.! Thacker, 
SpiDk 4: Co., Calcutta and Simla, 1925 t P. 1.81). BUt it 1s 
not possible to determine whether the,. ware Musli ••• 

2-. Chapter V. 

3. Chapter Ill, Seotion (A). 
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The PIrl,. lave way to the further growth ot concepti 

11ke thol. ot Satya-fIr, Pinah.PIt, Mfn1k-Plr, ~i-PIr and 

Madill-Pir. Evidencee tor the. ar. not available dur1nc the 

period under review, th~gh 1 t may b~, laid with oerta1nty 
j '.' 

that the P'r~1m foraed the basIs of their growth. The Hindu 
I I 

society of the day worshipped deities l1ke ~nasa and .Chand! .. 
for relief from all sorta of danger.1• The Satva-PIr etc. 

probably oocupied the saa. place among the Muslims, as the •• 

deIties did 1n the Hindu 8ociet1. 

The MUIl1.. of Dengal did not confine theme.lves to 

the orbit of their own socIety, rather they bad contact with 

the non-Muslims, sometimes thar held relicious disausslonl 
2 

with thea. Credit goes to the liberal Muslim admini.tration 

that althoush the ruler. helped the growth of the Huslia 

sooiety, they dId not per •• aute anybody simply for d1fterenoe 

of faith. Rather they eneouraged the non-Muslims, recruited 

the. in the 8rtr17 and even appointed them in the key po.l tion 
3 

of the \ state. thay alao encouraged poet. to vrl te in the 
4 

local lang'llage by awardinc rewards and titles • They alao 

attended to the local problems bl the construot!on;. or dyk •• 
S 

and roads and exeavation of tanka and digging vells • The.e 

1. ~let1n of tbfoSCh091 or Qr1entiiiand "rigao Stud!!.,! 
1ferslty of ~ndon, 1956, Vol. I,PartII,pp. 503 rr. 

2. See, Chapter VI. 

3. Bar~! p. 686. ~i:r, Pp. ll4-lS, Hiato.n pf Bengal, Vol..II, 
Pp. 1.00-52. 

4. D.C.SenI Be~IL~WJa~ya~h ed.ltlon, Calcutta, 
B.S. l356, • 73J r I ~lj §jh1ty,r Itlhi ••• 
Calcutta, 1940, pp. 71 ft. 

5. See, SUpra. pp. 74-76. 



- 272 -

were tor the benefit o~,all and wundr,y and not of any 

particular group ot' people. This explain. wb1 the local 

people stood at the back ot the SUl~in8 In their fight tor 

independence against the Sul~lns of DehlI. 

, 
~o conclude, therefore, 1 t can be said that the Huslia 

society in Bengal d.v.~oped Iraduall1, so that after a lap8e 

of more than three hundred reara, it became a part and paroa1 , 

of Bengalts body politic. The facts that the Huslia ••• ttled 

in this oountry, learnt the local langue,., l1yed in harmQQ1 

with the local people, accepted local wives, adopted YariOU8 

professions .u1ted to their gen1~~$, and that in their dietary 

system and dwell1n& bouses the1 depended on materials locally 

available, bear out that they conaldered Bengal a. their 

homeland. Side b7 sida they adh.ered to the lalim.1o religious 

principles and bUilt rel1110ua inatitutions of their own. 

There 1., therefor., cood ground to sugg •• ~ that • Bengali 

Huslia sooiety alreadl passed its formative stage, took a 

definite shape, and breathed a new spirit of' tolerance, 

equality and UD1verlal love in the country ao. much 80 that 

large mas.e. accepted. Islam and even the then Hinduism ws. 
deeply affected as traceable in loma ot the element. or the 

1 
Cba1tanya movement • 

1. For example, their mass worship, their kIr~~, their 
easte-lesa sooiety eto. For deta11s,see, • ql BaPgi 
Sijfi PrMhiD, Calcutta, A.D. 1930, Pp. 164 ft. 
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