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consequences."
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“The world is wide, Everything in it can be used to make books for children. But ... the
theme of these should be, This earth is beautiful! Living is wonderfull Believe in

humankind!”®&
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Will the book of our time last one-tenth so long? It is not without a feeling of awe,
even of sadness, that one with any sense of the wonder of things gazes for the first time
on the old book, and thinks of all it has survived. So many empires have arisen and gone

down since those words were penned, so many great and terrible things have been.
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Egyptian poetry between 1890 and 1930 was dominated by two giants - Ahmad Shauqi
(1868-1932) and Hafiz Ibrahim (1871-1932);""*"

i»vi50 A c«rch iJ?>00 A horen:n <tsicrst e "m

<5,|Rp® I
(Tth) tTTsrS" 'S ftA >1'M c¥

Through the very qualities that made him popular, that is the conservative appeal of his
neo-classical verse, Shawqi came to be criticised more than any other poet of modem
times. His failuar to innovate in a period of momentous changes, his overwhelmingly
impersonal note and even his half-hearted attempts to introduce ideas from French
literature, were the points most often raised by his opponents. But Shawqi, the
perfectionist, by force of his almost flawless compositions, their sonorous magnificece
and stimulating ideas, was able to withstand the test of time and emerged as the first

great poet of modem times and continuous to be the most quoted.

Aoobr), aSIST’ TS.'Wf, A, I
*John A. Haywood, Modern Arabic Literature (London, Lund Humphries, 1965) p. 86.
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Que nous avons mouhe appele

us jour que le viellard dormait d'un profond some, sour le bout de son nes une allant se

placer Mit jours au desepoir; il eut beau la chaser.

""Je t'attraperai bien; dit - il; et vici comme.".

Aussiot fait que dit - le fidele emoucheur

Vous empoigne an pave, le lance raideur,

Casse la tete a I'homme en ecrasant la mouche Et, non moins bon archer que mauvais

raisonneur, Raide most etendu sur la place il le vouvhe\
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Deux comp agno’s presos d’arggent,

A leur voisin fourreur vendirent,

Mais qu'ils fueraient bientot, du moins a ce au'ila dirent
Cetait je roi des curs; au comple de ces gens

La marchand a sa devait faire fortune
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Sur la branch ed’un arbre etait en sentinelle un vieux coq adroit et matois.
Frere, dit un renard, adoucissant sa voix, Nous ne sommes plus en

qgurelle: paix generale cette fois.

Car c’est double plaisir de tromperle.N'®
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