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INTRODUSTION

'ALan“uage 1s a system of conventional spoken or written symbols by

means of which human beings, as memb'*rs of a social group and participants

INn 1ts culture, communicate.’™

Almost all langu??ges of the world, particularly Arabic, have four

pillars: lexicography, grammar, rhetoric and literature—" The most iImportant
of them 1Is grammar, because It gives a clear iIndication of the basic princi

pies which help the speaker In expressing clearly and correctly the various

iIntended meanings.

Grammar 1n fact 1s an i1nborn feature of every man MO belongs to a

particul”™ir language since his boyhood; v;hen he begins to speak a language

he uses 1ts grammar also at the same time. It 1s for him an 1nborn quality,
he drinks the rules of grammar while drinking his mother’s milk. On the
other hand when a man wants to learn a language other than his own, 1t 1s a
must for him to learn 1ts grammar In order that he may read, write and speak
the language correctly, just as a carpenter, who iIntends to make furniture,

must be well—-equipped with his tools before he begins his v;ork.

It 1s evident from the history of languages that the languages and
their grammar are not co-—eval, grammar of the respective Ilr.nguajes comes
INto existence at a much later time. The Greeks formulated the grammar of
their language In the 5th century whereas they reached the zenith of
arts and literature long before 1t. Among the earliest founders of Greek

grammar was Burthghars (d,"11 B.C.) who seems first discussed about the

gender and some nouns.™ Then Aristotle (387-322 B.C.) and others completed
the Greek grammar”™ which has a history thnt closely resembles that of Arabic

gram:;ar. Similar i1s the treatment of the Romans with the L.2.tin grammar. They

founded i1ts grammar only I1n the 1lst century 3.0. In the reign of Pompey.*»

1. Encyclopaedia Britannica, (ed. 1968), Vol. 13, p. 69~.

2— Cf. Ibn Kh™Mild—dn, Mugaddima, 3rd ed., (Egypt 1320 K.), p. 37*2.
3. Ibid., p. 373*

Cf. Jurji1 ”~aydan, Tarikh Ad”b al-Lughat al-*'Arabiyya (Cairo 195? A.D.),

Vol. I, p. 250.
3. Ibid.
6. Ibid.

7. 1bid.
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(i)

It was formulated by the great 3oman scholar Dionysius following i1n the
foot—prints of the Greeks, So i1s the case with the Aryans of India 1n their
treatment with the Sanskrit grammar— They codified the grammar of the

sanskrit language iIn the 5th century whereas they reached the peak

In arts and literature centuries ago. Their earlier literary products are
Veda.j1n which were written 1n the century 20'*— 500 B.C. 1'IAmong the
earliest founders of Sanskrit grammar was 1'a*mi—ni. He wrote A”tadhyayi
(5th C.B.C.), socalled on account of 1ts having been con.sioted of eight

lectures, each of four padas*™"

Scholars of literature and history of the Greek, L:\tin and Sanskrit
languages flourished before the foundation of the granimr.r of these langua-

ges. Horner (970-850 B.C.) the Greek epic poet com]posed his great epics the

Iliad and the Odyssey before the codification of their ;rciidnar. Herodotus

("8r—-"25 B.C.) the father of history wrote his famous book "The Travelling”
long before the foundation of Greek grammar.Similarly Livius Andronicus

composed the Ludi Romanic genuine drama bein:; a translation of Greek play

in the Latin language around the 28*-20" B.C. , before the foundation of

Latin grammar. Likewise the Brahmanas, the proseversion of the earlier
Veda were written around the 800-500 B.C."* before tho Sanskrit grammar

came 1nto being.

8. Ibid. It is said that one hundred persons of the a—-ne of Dionysius are
known. — William Smith, LL-D., Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography
and Mythology, London, M.DCOC.L., Vol. I, p. 1037.

9— 1incyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. 19, p. 103, Encyclopedia Americana

(referred “th C.B.C.), Vol. 27, p. 273*
10. Rig-, Yajur—, Sama*, Atharvaveda, etc., Britannica, Vol. 19, p. 1027.

11. "The beginning of this development about 2000 or 2500 B.C. and the end

of 1t between 750 and 500 B.C. — Winternitz, History of Indian Literature,
(ed. 1927), Vol. 1, p. 310.

Others say that the period of vedic literature in India wcs from (3000-2500

B.C.). — Students* favourite 2)ictionary (English to Bengali), Ashutosh Dev.
(Under Appendix 1V).

12. Britannica, Vol. 19, p. 103~. It is said that there are four thousand

sutras In his book. - Jogendra Das Chowdhury, History of Sanskrit
Literature, Part Il, p. 2.
13* Cf. Jurji 3aydan, Vol. 1, p. 250.

1~. Sncyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. 13, p. 780.

19, p. 1027.
- k, p. 6Kk,
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(iii)

The case of the Arabic language 1s not an exception. Scholars are not

definite as to the exact date of i1ts birth, but they are of the opinion

that i1ts literature came Into existence perhaps one century and a half before

the rise of Islam.Ilt 1s the youngest""™ "™ of the selllitic languages so

as 1ts historical career and literary developments are concerned,

Like most of the world*s great literatures, Arabic literature springs
INto existence with an outburst of poetry. It 1Is said th?t the heroic age of

Arabic literature? was from about 323 "to 622 A.D. "cept for a few proverb

certain legends 1In this afe, poetry Vv/as the only means of literary expression,

Muhalhil b. Sabi *3 (d.53'1 A-D,) the Ta”hlibite horo of the war of

Basus™”O and the maternal uncle of Imru'ul-Qays (d.570 A.D.), was the first

to compose gasidas (Odes) 1n Arabic.21(a) Then many poets composed and recited

17« >N'Jahi2, Kitab al-Hayawan, Vol. I, p. 37; Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 11,

p. 123*
18.(a) Nicholson, A Literary History of the Arabs, (1957, Cr.mbridge), p. XVI;
18. (b) Maqgalat Shibli, “ibli Nu™manx, Vol. Il, p. 3,

The **Semitic" languages, so nrmed in 1781 A.D. by the German historian
A.L, Schlozer because most of the people who gol-cv them discended from
Shem or Sem (Gen X-XIl), were spoken 1n Arabia, Mesopotamia, Syria and
Palestine. — Encyclopaedia Sritannica, Vol. 20, p. 208. But others say
that this (Semitic) term had been used at first b" Syrian sbholar
Ya”ub al-Hah54 (d*708 A.D,) in his book "al-Ay: -+tgal-Sanna'* (p.168)
long before SchlSaer. — Cf. Majallatu Plaggma”al Un, '.1-Arablyy,
(Damascus, 1958), Vol. 33, Part 1V, p. 570.

19— Hitti, History of thdl Arabs, (ed. 9th, 19.68), p. 91. Others say, the

—ft—+oic age of the Arabic literature was (C.A.D, 500-622). — H.A.H.Gibb,
Arabic Literature - An Introduction, London, 1926, p. 14.

20. This war ended 53" A.D., Seventy thous;ind Peo;nle loc™ their lives In

that very war. — Historical Dictionary, Bangla Academy, p. 35.
21.(a) Hitti, op. cit., p. 93;
Jurji Zaydan, op. cit,, Vol. 1, p, 135* But otherij say that among

the follo”ving three, someone at first composed the gasida, they are
Imru’'i/L—""ays b, Hajar al-Kiudi, Muhalhil b. Rabil and ~Amr. b. Qamia
al—-Bakri — Taha Husain and others, Al-Mujymal fi1 To'rilch al—-Adab
mal-Arabiyy, Egypt, (I3WI929), p. 17.
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(1v)

/ 21¢en
gagldas at different times, particularly iIn the yearly fair of )
the Olympia of the then Arabia. Amone;, the ancient odes are the "Seven
KutallagJdtt* (suspended poems) hold the first place.'They are still honoured

al? over the Arabic-speaking world as masterpieces of poetical composition.

Even appearing with Homeric suddenness the qgaslda surpasses the Iliad and

the Odyssey in metrical complexity and elaboraten'3s s A1 1 this happened

before the i1nvention of Arabic grammar.
In this way the Arabs had composed their pooir.s, delivered lectures

and written letters before they formulated grammar of their language. They

never felt necessity for 1t as 1ts gr mmar was 1uCborn and deep rooted 1In

them.Their language was as chaste and pure as could be v/ithout 1t.

21 «(b) "~Ukaz, 1s the name of an oasis situated betv/een Iu™*if and Nakhla.

The Arab philolo/?ists derive the name from the Xx'oot me?.ning *to
retain*, 1n the middle forms *toassemble’ or from the meaning of »
*concourse'. Both Interpretations are based on the fact that ~“Ukaz
was primarily celebrated for its annual fair, v/hich vi;as held on the
1st to 20th Dhu*lI-"a”~da when fighting was taboo. Except the Tamxm
almost all the Arab tribes participated in this f'.ir for muf.g”ara.
It was a Icind of Academic francaise of Arabia, This fair was nothin*;;
but a sort of literary congress whither hero—poets resorted to cele-
brate their exploits and contend for the coveted first honour. It
also provided ample opportunity for the exhibition of native wal«s,
and for trade and exchange of commodities* —-Cf« Encyclopaedia of

Islam, Vol. 111, pp. 972-73; *“ Yaqut, Mu®jam al-Buld;tn, Vol.Ill,
pp. 70r-3; — Hitti, History of the Arabs, pp. 93" " Nicholson,
A Literary History of the Arabs, p. 135; - Jurji Zaydan, Ta'rild
Adab al"Lughat al-"Arabiyya, Vol. |, pp. 106-7. It 1s said that In
this fair stripling slaves were also sold. - Jatt, Imhammad at Medina,
p. 293— Islam by condemning hereditary and indivi'.ual feuds was the
cause of the decline of the fair. - Encyclopaedia of Islam,Loc. cit.
22. Hitti, op. cit., p. 93;
Jurji1 Zaydan, op. cit., Vol. |, pp. 103-6.
23* Hitti, Loc. cit.
Encyclopedia Americana, Vol. Il, p. 12». The Iliad and the 0Odyssey

firs the two famous Greek epics » of Homer whom the tradition describes

as blind. These epics were wr_tten around 800 B.C. These epics tell the
history of a part of war between a group of allies from the mainland

of Greece and the city of Troy (the Illiad), and the story of the
wanderings of O0Odysseus after the f.—II of Troy.

— Cf. Stewart C. Easton, The .Vestern H'ritige, pp. 33“%;

— Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. I1l, pp. 629-30;

— Encyclopedia Americana, Vol. 17, pp. 337-38.

The Ilirad was translated i1nto Arabic verse by Sulayman al-Bistani
(Cairo, 1904). - Nicholson, A Literary History of the Arabs, p, 1169,
footnote.

2N, Ibn Khaldun, Muqgaddiraa, p. 373.
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After the advent of Islam and the eq”sH.don of the Iclinnic stat>', the

Arabs left their home land and came into Contact with tith non—Arabs. As
resul”™t, their linguistic h;ibit changed under the Influence of the solelciems
they heard non—Arab speakers of Arabic make, and 1t 1c 11ecring that begets
the linguistic habit.

It I1s said that even as early as during tho life time of the Holy
Prophet (Salla Allahu ”“alayhi wa Sallam) he himself protested against such
a solecism wheiria man committed solecism In his presmce. ™ The Prophet
said: AN N ] Set your brother ri*.ht, for he ha;;, erred.

During the caliphate of Abu Bakr (R) (d.1™ A.H./6p”™ A.D.) linguistic

errors w«re frequent and ever iIncreasing. It Ir, sai'*. tivv¥t the Cali/h on a

certi'rn occasion observed: NN
Assuredly that | should recite (the ™ur'.) .- omit 1s more pleasing
to me than that | should recite and commit a solecir:;.:e

In the reign of Caliph “mar (H) Iragq V/as conqucreC and two new town.:;,

Basra and Kufa, were Dbuilt there - the formeil' on the aoltr.. of the Tigris and
Euphrates and the latter on the western bi?anch of tao 2V, phrates. In (15/ 636)
Basra was founded by *Utba B. Ghazwan (d. H.), one of the generals of
Caliph “mar. Its population consisted of the Arabj, belon®jdng to different
tribes, speaking many different dialects as well as tlio Persians, Vvho spoke
their own mother tongue Persian. These .liffered not LiaKoly on account of the
different i1dioms but of the real and striking variations of the Arabic
literature, an— the Persian literature. On the other hand during his Caliphate
“Al1 (E) made Kufa headquarters and capital city of the Islamic Hepublic,
where the purity of the Quran was also found 1n dan;;er of being lost by the

deterioration of the speech of the Arab settloi's amon; tiic Aramaic speaking

population of Mesopotamia.

So the Arabs began to feel the necessity of gr.m*;;ir much more quickh

than tho Romans and the Greeks did.NS

25. 1bid.
26. Al-Suyutx, al-Muzhir, Vol. 11, p. 396;
Ahmad Amin, DuhaiSl-Islam, Vol. 11, p. 251.

27. Al-Suyuti, op, cit., p. 397.
28. Jurji 2aydan, op. cit., Vol. I, pp. 133-36
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(vi)

It 1s reported that once Caliph rAlt (3) heard a Bedouiln s?.y:
verse of the Holy ""ran, tho correct xorm of which 1is

that v;ill be eaten”by the sinner.: At this he got alarmed

and began to make some fundamental principles of Ar?.bic grammar and expounded

the principles of division of the l.—\nguage Int—o three c/.togories, viz.,

?1™"l and Harf. Thereaft——r he handed 1t over to hi:j f.—ithiful friend Abu al-

Aswad al—-Du*ali and advised him to develop 1t In order to protect the lan;;:uagei
from the linguistic errors.Accordin; :ly, he undertook the task of fixin™ it
accurately by means of comprehensive, i1nductively 'volved rules. Thus

he drew up the rules for readin.; and speald.ng the Arabic Ir.n uige correctly.

After the assassination of Caliph ~All (R) Abu al-Asv;ad became dishear—

tened and stopped hi™ activities 1In this field lit\;le core ten years.

Durin : the period of Mutawiya the corruption 1n the spoken language rose

to a great extent, even the people began to r:'cite the Holy CM/f.n Incorrectly
Once a ms™M c;ime to Ziyad, the governor of t\WM" Irags on 'oohulf of Caliph
HU*"av/ilya, and said: N “\. The correct form

of which 1s? N

Hay Allah bless :he Governor, oufather had died le.i.vin;; children behind.
Then he felt the necessity of jJrammar and hs requested Abu c.l-Aswad al-Du*al!l
to continue his activities on gram.iirr that he hac un:lert<'..ken, At fii’'st
Abu al—Aswad asked to be excused, but subsequen™-ly on hec—rin: a me.n r;ecite
the followin' passage out of the :Aurjn: N

Alirh 1s clear of the 1dolatero and also of ;iis Apostle/ I"ut the correct
redinf® 1s—"j1nj) .32 Then he ¢™m-— to Siya' and expr—s—ed his willingness

—0 exe<?ute his orde—r an*. began to continue his gr—mii—t’cal activities again
vigorously, consiiering i1t his religious duty. People from all quarters
heiving curious Inind c’m to Abu al-Aswad and learned gm\m,.r.r from him with

zeal. Thus the Basri school of g'—+m--r came iInto exist ?nce.

29— Al-Anbari, Nuzhat, p. 7; Al-:agga: 69/36
50. Ibn ~aldun, Mugaddr;.;a, p. 3kk.

31. Ibn Khallikan, Cnafayat, Vol. I, p. 270;
NuzhaT, op, cit., p. 12—

32. Nuzhat, op. cit., p. 10;
Ibn .l likIn, loc. cit.; .1.1-Tawba: 8/2.
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(Vii)

Then I'bn Abi Ishaq al-Had”rami (d, 117/733) found cut the causes of
the rules of Arabic grammar.Later on nmas-— scholars wrote different books

on grammar. ”“Isa Ibn “Umar al-Thagafi first of all composed two books on

this subject: Al-Jami * and Al-Ilkmal.»

In the beginning of the “Abbasid period, particularl:: that of Harun

al—Rashid, people felt more and more the need of gram:...ar than ever before;

because the linguistic habit was disappeai—in™ from amon”; the ~lrabs very

qguickly.At this time al-Khalil b. Ahmad improved the science of grammar
and perfected 1ts various topics.Sibawayh learned gramr.iar from him and
he perfected 1ts details and iIncreased the number of proofs and examples
used In this connection* He wrote a famous bookon grammar Al-Kitab by name

which became the model for future writers. This book ushered In the golden

age 1n the history of Arabic Grammar. Then there followed much grammatical

discussions, and divergent opinions originated amoa”™ the grammarians of Kufa

and Basra, the two old cities of the Arabs.

Thus the Kufi school of gramniar Came into existence about one hundred

years'after the foundation of the Basri school;*? Abu Ja”~faral—-Hu'asi

(d. 1'87/80?) was the f;ither of the Kufl school.38 ., vias the first Kufi

grammarian who composed a book on the subject called Al-Fay;gal. . —Mu~adh
al—-Harra' was the first Kufi grammarian who v/rote a book on ~llm al-Tasrjf,

which branch of graminar w?s later on developed by the Kufl grammarians.

33. Ahmad Hasan al-Zayyat,"Ta*ril*~ al-Adab al-Arabiy. , p. 310"

Ahmad Amin, ]uhaill-Islam, Vol. 11, p. 289"
Al—-Suyuti, Muzhir, Vol. 11, p. 398.
3IN* Ibn Kh.—illikan, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 393;
Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 11, p. 138.
33* Ibn Khaldun, MugadJdima, p* 3"\"*
36. Ibid.
37. Ahmad Amin, Du”ul-Il.jilam, Vol. 11, p. 283.
38. Brockelmann, Taril® al-Adab a”~-Arabiyy (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 11, p. 197.
39. Ibid.; al-Muzhir, op. cit., Vol. 11, p. ~00; Al-Suyuti, Bu”~ya, p. 33;

Ibn Nadim, al-Fihrist, p. 64; Yaqut, MuMjam al-'Udab."» Vol. 18, p. 122.
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(viii)

The Basri and Kilfi grnramarians used an increasiuG nun::er of proofs
and arguments. The methods of grammatic -1 Instructions Vv/ere cifferent.

There was much difference of opinion with regard to vow ;1 endings In many

verses of the Qu/'n, since the grammarians held different opinions as to

the basic rules of grammar.In a nutshell the Basri a™ the Kufi gramma-
rians differed with each other on various points. Al-Anb“ri wrote an
important boo’t knov/n as al-Ingaf wherein ;he mentione'™ ‘'irferent views

between the ;;rammarians belonging to two schools of Basra and Kufa,

After the foundation of Ba®*-hdad the Sacri as v;oll as Kufi grammarians
came there and their respective schools disappe'.re(™ slowly. But at £a™hd-Id
there grew a nev, anl third school of grammar wWuA followed the compounded
principles of the Kufi and Basri grammarians— A tor the fall of

Baghdad Arabic grammar flourished 1n Sgypt, where the principles of the

,Basri grammarians were mainly followed by them.

On the other hand, during the reign of al-lI-lansur ~Abd al-Eahman
al—-Dakhil, th« Falcon of the C/*uraysh, established a oovereign. Umayyad
state In Spain 1IN 136/756— Muslim Spain played an import' nt role i1n the

intellectual developments. They were not far behind the er”stern Arabs In

developing Arabic language, literature inclurling gr.'-mmar. There flourished

some grammarians like Al-Ghazi b. 'Mays, Judi al—-Hawruri, rlulaaramed b. Sulayman,

“Abd Allah b. I1tuhammad and o—hers who wrote some useful books on the subject.

0. Ibn Khaldun, Mugaddima, p, 57/.

1. A”nad Hasan al-2ayyat, Tarikh al-Adab al-*'Arabiyy, p~ 310.
"2— Maqqarl, Nafh al-Tib, Vol. 1, pp. 306-7*
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CHAPTER |

CALIPH "ALI
THE FATHER OF ARABIC GRAMAR

It 1s said that'Alt (R), the fourth Caliph of Islam, w%s the
originator of Arabic Grsininilar* He was the son of Abu Talib, uncle of

the Holy Prephet and was born at Mecca after the tenth yearof the Yfear

of Eliphant.® He was called Abu al—-—“"san,and Abu Turab the names which

the Prophet gave him as his surnames#» was the first among the beys

who embraced Islam at the age of ten”™» and was one of those who collected

the Holy Quian and read 1t under the tuition of the Apostle of Allah.”

He was also one of the ten to whom the attainment of paradise was

testified.

The Holy Prophet adopted him as his own.® He was married to his

9
daughter, Fatima, and had six sons and daughters by her* "Alt (R) took

no other wife so long as Fatima (R) was aliveo

1. Yaqut al-RtImi, Mu”~lam al-Udaba\ (1375/1938 Cairo), Vol. X1V, p. 41;
Al—Anbari, Nuzhat tCairo, 1299H.), p. 3;
Ibn ~allikan, Wafayat al-A™yan, (Cairo, 1310H.), Vol. 1, p. 27;
Ibn Nadim, al-Fihrist (Leipzig, 1871), p« 39;
Ibn Koldun, Mugaddima, 3i*d ed.« (Egypt, 1320H.), p, 5°%;
Al-Suyfiti, Ts*riwi nl-1*Mulafa"; (Kanpur), p. 127;

Al-Suyuti, al-Muzhir, ~th ed., (Cairo, 1378H.), Vol.Il, p, 397,
Abu Hatim Ahmad ibn "m~dan al-Razi, Kitab al-Zlna]«, (Cairo 1957)1
Vol. I, p. 71«

2»  Al-Suyuti, Tcrril™Mul—-~ulafa', Loc. cit.

3. Ibid.
Ibid., some say nine, some eight and others betv;een the nine and ten;
Ibn San™'d, al-Tabagat al—-Kubra, (Beirut, 1310H.), Vol. 11, p. 21;
Ibn Hajar al-"Asgalanl, al-lIsaba, (Cairo 1328nh.), Vol. 1I, pp. 5-7.

5* Al-Suyuti, Tari™™ul-ttulafa”™, p. 117* 1t 1s said that after the

demise of the Prophet the Holy QurSn was at first compiled I1n manus-
cript from memory by”Ali (r), Ibn—-Nadim, al-Fihrist, p. 28.

6. Al-Suyuti, T*tkh—al-Siulafa; loc. cit.

7. the Holy Prophet said, "All 1s a part of me and I ofMAll".
10la., p. 119*

8. al-.

»1—-M"hsin, Zaynab, Ummi Kulthun; and Euqgaj/r’.
al—-Masablh, Kanpur, under Ilonat fi
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‘All wiis a great hero, he joined almost all the battles of Islam

with the Holy Prophet#” save the Battle of Tabuk (9/6 30 ).He showed

much sagacity and bravery in all the battles* 11

After the murder of ~Uthman (R)(35/655) ~Al1 (R) became the fourth

and last of the Orthodox Caliphs of Islam. In his person he combined the
knowledge of Adam, the virtues of Noah and the piety of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom of Solomon, thefyowe™—s of Alexander, the i1ron determination of

Julius Caesar, the sagacity and prudence of Plato and the reformative

. 12
zeal of Justinian.

He was regarded as an i1Sacyclopaedia of knowledge# The Holy Prophet

said about him: y N |l am the house of Science

and MAlx 1s 1ts gate."'?

O« There were twenty seven gha™wat which occured during the life time
of the Holy Prophet and he was the commander—in—chief In all these
{[hazawftts* Sa”~BuWiarl, (Karachi 1331/1961), Vol. Il, Foot:*note,p*563

10* He was left at Medina by the prophet as his viceregent, 1bid., p. 633;
>t/—Suyutl, TariWi—nl-aulafa’, op. cit. p. 118*
al—-Tirmidhit, Jami'al-Tirmi<y”, (Delhit 1353H.), Vol. 1V, p, 330;
al—-NasS'it, Kitabu I7Masa™'isi’All (R), (ed, Egypt), p. 9«

11. It 1s said that 1n the battle ofi“hoybarhe used a heavy door as a
shield breaking the gate of the fort of the enemies*

12* Ata—Mohiuddin, ~Al1 the Superman, Lahore, p. 17*

13. «<=Tirmldhi, op. cit., Vol. 1V, p. 329*
Another version :
|l am the city of knowledge,'and 'All is the gate of I1t.

Al—-Hakim, Mustadrak, 1st ed., (Hyderabad, Deccan, 1371H.), Vol. 111,
p. 126.
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It 1s said that ~2~Al1 (R) was an expert 1in judicial decisions.
He was also one of the best orators of his tirae."™ Above all he was

the fatl:as36f the science of Arabic grammar.

Previous to "Ali1, the Arabic language though rich i1n vocabulary

and poetic imagery, had no grammar. Of courée, a few grammatical rules
as there were, had been transmitted orally and variably, from one
generation to another. The fact remains that at the very early years of
the Islamic era - solecism began to appear I1n the speeches of the
freedmen and naturalized Arabs. Even the Holy Prophet himself wv/as In

anxiety while he personally met such an occasion. Once when a man
committed solecism In his presence, he said, N

Set your brother right, for he has erred.

The Prophet n™ever liked committigg errors In speeches. So he used

to say: (J J “he Quray”™I1, and
have grown up among the Banu Sa”~d, why then, should | have solecism
1~ Ibn—"Mas™ud said, Cjj

We used to say that "Ali was the best justice In the city of Medina,
Hakim, al—-Mustadrak, Vol. 11l, p. 135* Caliph”CdJmar also said,

IS the best of us iIn judicial decisions”, al-Suyutx, Te”ri™ 01-
"ulafair P* 120.

It 1s said that once**Omar, the second Caliph of Islam, ordered a
pregnant woman to be stoned to death. Thereupon”™Ali remarked that
It was the mother who committed the sin but the embryo was innocent.

Then‘Omar uttered: had there not been Ali|
<Cfmar would certainly have perished.

15. Taha Husain and others, al-Mujmal ff Tavfkh al Adab al—'Arabiy*y,
(Cairo 1378/1929), p. 103~ "

16. Al-Suyuti, al-Muzhir, Vol. 11, p. 396;
Ahmad Amin, Duha ul-Islam, Vol. Il, p, 231.

17» Al-Suyu”~i1, al—-Muzhir; loc. cit.
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Abu Bakr, the first Caliph of Islam, also hated Solecism* He used

to say: d N Assuredly that | should

recite (the Qui™an) and omit 1s more pleasing to me than that | should

recite and commit a solecism*

During the period of Caliph *TJmr (R), the territory of Islam.X
state vastly expanded. As a result corruptions rapidly spread 1n the

spoken language on account of their Intermixture with foreign subjects

and converts and the caliph got very much alarmed* 19

Once a secretary of Abu Musa al-A”™ari wrote to *Umar, and

committed a solecism whereupon, the Caliph wrote to Abu Musa saying;

strike thy secretary one stroke of a whip*”™"

During the Caliphate of *All (R), Kufa, Instead of Medina, was made

the capital city of the Isl«<imic state* there the purity of the Quran was
In danger, as a result the deterioration of the speech of the Arab

settlers among the Aramic speaking population of Mesopotemia. It 1s said

that once Caliph "Alt (R)® heard a Bedouin recite the following verse” NN
of the QuiMan: the correct form of which is:
] Atly ] 55 ]
that will be eaten™by the sinners**" Now the Caliph became very

much anxious to preserve the piirity of the language* So he conceived the

idea of framing rules 1n order to check solecisms 1n speeches*-/"

18. AIl-Suyuti, al-Huzhir, loc.cit., p. 397%
19* Al—-Anbari, Nuzhat, op, cit*, p. 9*

20*  Al-Suyuti, al—-Muzhir, Vol* 11, p. 397.
21* Al-Anbari, Nuzhat, p. ?e-

22* Surat‘—ul-1"gga, V. 37*

23* Al-Suyuti, Triri*—tfL-"ulafad p. 127*
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Then *‘All (R) proceeded to lay down the fundamental principles of

Arabic grammar. He annunciated that speech consists entirely of nouns,
verbs and particles. ™ A noun 1s that which denotes the thing named, and

a verb 1s that which denotes the action named, and a partiile 1s that

which expresses a signification being neither a—noun aor' a verb"‘25 He
also added that objects are of three Kkinds: expressed (
understood ( ) and what 1s neither expressed nor understood ( )p8

Then the Caliph made over the task of developing his i1deas to his
faithful disciple Abu al-Aswad al-Du”™li«™* In this way ~Al1 (R) laid

down the foundation of Arabic grammar.

However, the execution of the project of the Caliph was iInterrup-
ted by his martyrdom in ~0/ 660"» and the usurpation of the Caliphate

by his rival Mutawiya (A. 1n ~1/661), and for more than ten years Abu

al—-Aswad refrained from making public the lessons that he received from

his master.

2. 1bid.;

Al—Anbari, Nuzhat, pp. 3"55

Ibn Nadim, Fihrist, p— 39*

Yaqut al—-Rumi, Mu”jam, op. cit,, Vol. XIV, p. ‘¥l
23* Al—-Anbari, Nuzhat, loc. cit.;

Al-Suyuti, Tarilgi— al—-"ulafa', p. 127.

26. As, for eMiample 2aidyn ( 1yjJ ), Farasun ( )
2(— As, for example, [;J etc.
2N— : L1 etc*

29* Al—-Anbari, Nuzhat, Loc. cit.]
Al-Suyxitl, T rikh—-nl-~ulafaj Loc- cit.;
Yaqut, Mujam, Vol. X1V, p. ~1;

Ibn Nadim, Fihrist, p. /1.

30. He was most brutally assassinated by one”Abd-~-Hahaman ibn Kuljam,
a 101Srij1 fanatic, while he was performing his Fajr prayer i1n the

But other source referred that he was assassinated by Ibn Muljara
outside the Mosque of Kufa,

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. I, p, 631.
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CHAPTEK 11

ABU AL-ASWAD AL-DU”MALI,
THE FCT/NIK OF ARABIC GRAMMAR

Abu al—-Aswad al—-Du—"ali, the founder of Arabic Grammar was born

before the promulgation of Islam” and at the beginning of the Islam he

was In his full youth and i1s said to have participated In the Lattle of

Badr® ("623) opposite Camp.

3*

As regards the i1nventors of Arabic grammar opinions differ. According
to some<Ab”~-Rahman i1tbn Hurmuz al-iSvay (d.117/735) was the man who
first conceived the i1dea of Arabic grammar. Again some opined that
Nasr b.OTsim (d,89/707) might be the first grammarian. — Ahm.ad Amin,

Dulm i1{l—-islam, Vol. 11, p. 285; — Al-Anbarl, Nuzhat, pp* 13-1* But
to quote Clement Huart, ™to be more certain we must come down to”fsa
Ibn"Umar al-"agafi (d*179/766) as i1ts founder.” — Euart, A History

of Arabic literature, p. 138. And all the groups tried to deny the
relation of grammar with”™Alt (R) as well as his pupil Abu al-Aswad

al—Du*ali, 1bid. But their opinions have been discarded by most of
the grammarians as well as literary critics, because 'Abd al-Rahman
took grammar from Abu-al-Aswad, — AI-Anb”Xx, Muzhat, p. 1. The critic

Ibn Qutayba described In his book *Al-Ma”arif™hat AhiX al—-Aswad put
down the Arabic grammar. Similarly Ibn Hajar al-"Asgalanx wrote 1n his
book al-lIsaba that Abu al-Aswad was the first man who dotted the
Al"Mashaf and composed the Arabic grammar. But this opinion 1s not
fully correct because once Abu—al-Aswad was asked where he had got
the Arabic grammar, In reply he expressed that he got the principle

rules of the same from'Xlt (R). —lbid., p.9; - Ibn ~lallikin, Wafayat,
Vol. I, p, 270. Ibn Khaldun also indicated that Abu al-Aswad got
grammar from”Ali (R), - Ibn ~“aldun, Mugaddima, pp. "3~ However,

the correct and most acceptable opinion i1s that, 'Al1 was the theoretical
founder of the new Science of grammar and Abu al-Aswad al-Du’ali was

the man who gave shape to grammar on the principles enunciated by
Allt (R), Consequently Abu al-Aswad can rightly be called the founder
of Arabic grammar iIin the real sense of the term.

Al—Anbé&ri, Nuzhat, p. 13;

Ibn 1Jajar al—-"Asqgalani, Al-lIsaba fi1 Tamyiz al-Sahaba, 1lst ed.,
(Baghdad, 1328h-), Vol. 11, pp. 2"1-"2;

Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol.l, p, 1060.

Al—-lIsaba, Loc. cit.
Cf. Butrus al-Blstanl, Do’irat al-Ka<arif, Vol. |, p. 788.
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According to some writers he embraced Islam during the lifetime of the

Holy Prophet. His name was “lim Db/Amr or Ya™mar b-Sufyan™™™ from

Du'al b.Bakr, a clan of the Banl# Kinana. "™ Some say that his name was

Zalim b—"Amr b*Sulayraan b—Amr. Others say that he was from Faris and

some others say that his origin was from Sind and along with some members
n

of his tribe he attached himself to the Syrians. Howeé/er, the scholars

are not certain about his father's name and genealogy.

He was a man of wisdom, clear opinion, and presence of mind. He

was also a trustworthy narrator of Hadtth. He narrated the traditions

from ~TJmwar (R), ~Alil, Ibn™Abbas, Abu Dhar”and others.» He followed ~Ali

(r) like a shadow* He took part In the unsuccessful negotiations with
"A*i1sha 1n the onowi I battle of the Camel, also participated In the

battle of SI1ffinJ®

Al—-"ahabi, Tarl”~ al-Islam, Vol. 1II, p.
It may be that Abu al-Aswad al-Du*ali embraced Islam during the life

time of the Prophet but he never met him as a muslim again, so he iIs

not counted as a ;“habi, because the term sahabi I1mplies a person who
met the Holy Prophet physically with faith in him and died on Islam.

— Ibn Hajar, al-Isaba, Vol. Il, pp. 2"1 A2
— Yaqilt, Mu*am al-TJdaba®, Vol. 12, p. 3/.
5*(a) Butrus, Da*irat al-Ma”arif, Vol. I, p. ?788;
Ibn JQirallikan, Wafayat, Vol. |, p. 270;
Al-Suyuti, Bu”ya, p. 27"e
(b) Encyclopaedia of Islam, (1960), Vol. 1, p. 106.
6. Al-Anbarx, Nuzhat, p. 3 footnote.
7. Ahmad Amin, Duha ul-Islam, Vol. I, pp. 288-89.
8. Ibn i0Oiallikan, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 270;
Ibn Hajar, al-lIsaba, Vol. I, pp. 2"1-7"2;
Al-Suyuti, Bughya, p. 277,
Cf, Encyclopaedia of Islam (ed. 1960), Vol. 1, p, 106.
9* Bu”™ya, Loc. cit.
10. Ibid.,
Siffin 1s the name of a place to the west of al-Raqggawheretook place
the civil war betweenOlll and Mu'awiya. They stayedthere for three

months and fought against each other to capture the power.
Cf.”The Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, '""Strange, p. 102.
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It 1s said that once Abu al-Aswad al-Du*ali called on ~All (P)

and found him thinking about the errors and solecisms into which the
new generation had fallen through 1ts iIntermixture with foreigners, and
about 1ts solution. Then the Caliph gave him a piece of paper 1n which
the fundamental principles of Arabic grammar were v.Titten.11 Moreover,
the Caliph ordered him to continue the work. He collected accordingly

some parts of speech and showed them to him. Among them were particles

governing the accusative ("™ . Of these he mentioned ( CI?1)
DA | f
verily and ( ) that and ( ) would that” ( ). perhaps, and
( ) as 1f, at first he did not iInclude ( ), but afterwards he
12

added 1t to them.

Then Abu al-Aswad put down the chapters of al-(/Itf and Na”t,

al—-"a*ajjub, and al*Istifham. Thereafter he placed them before to Caliph
“All. Observing this the Caliph became surprised and out of curiosity he

said, “the method (ar. Nahw) you have followed 1s very nice Indeed.

After the death of ~Ali1 (R) Abu al-Aswad became disheartened and

was passing his days In anxieties. Once he came to Caliph "Mutawiya,

the Caliph showed respect to him and iIncreased his stipend. He appointed
i i N
him Justice of Basra > -—

11. See note no, 27, 25* 26, 2?1 28 in the 1st Chal)ter.

12. Al-Suyati, Ta'riyi—ol-"~ulafar p. 127;
Al—-Anbari, Nuzhat, p. 5%

13® Then Abu al-Aswad gave the new science the name of Nahw.
Al-Anb”ri, Kuzhat, pp. 5-6; Taqut, Mu®am al-TTdaba', Vol. XIV, pp."9-50
Abu Ja”far i1bn Rustum Al-Tabarx said “riodw* (grammar) 1s called na’™w
because when Abu al-Aswad al-Du*ali spoke to “Ali (R), who mentioned
something about the roots of grammar. Then Abu al-Asv/ad said, I
asked him to leave to do similarj4a»™ / )something he had done, so he
called 1t ”nahw*\ Ibn Nadim, - al-Fihrist, p, 0. WNW means
ASimilar* but has come to be used for grammar. In later times 1t IS
used 1n a special way for *syntex*.

1™,  Al-Suyi3ti, Bughya, p. 27—
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when Ziyad b*Abihi15 was governor there.

However, Ziyad became the viceroy of the two lraqgqs V/itSiin a short

time during the reign of Mutawiya, He held this appointment from 50 to

53H. In this period the corruption iIin the language became a common
feature.
15. The sources call him sometimes son of Suma”ya, or son of*UbaJdd,

sometimes son of Abu Sufyan, most frequently however i1bn Abihi,

— Encyclopaedia of Islam, ted* 1937")» Vol. 1V, pp. 1232-33;

— Butrus, Da'irat al-Ma*arif, Vol. IX, p. ~10*

Siyad was at first styled 1bn Ablhi because of the doubt which
clouded the i1dentity of his father. - Hittx, History of the Arabs,

p. 196. He was born; iIn 1/622. His by—-name was Abu al-Hughlra. He
embraced Islam during the reign of Caliph Abu Bakr.

— Al-D"1abi, Tarikh«tl-Islam, Vol. 111, p. 279-

He began his public career as the secretary of Abu—Musa al-AM**ari
(d.52H-), then Al-Mu”Mra i1bn ~1”*dba (d.OHO who v/as the governor of
Basra under the Caliph “Umar, At the age of Seventeen. During the
caliphate of*Al1 he jwas once iIn—-charge of revenue of Basra, 1bid;

— Cfo Encyclopaedia of Islam, (ed. 193%), Vol. 111, p. ~39*

Ziyad was at first faithful to™Alr (R), but after the martyrdom of
the caliph 1n a critical moment Mu”awiya acloiowledged him as his
legitimate brother. Because 2iyad*s mother was a slave and prostitute
at al“7™*1f In the pre-Islamic period whom Abu Sufyan the father of
Mu~rawiya had known. - Mas”™udi, Muruj al-|”hab, (Cairo, 1303H*), Vol.ll,
p. "0; — Hitti, History of the Arabs, op. cit., p. 196.

Thereupon he rendered his services to the new dynasty. In ~5/766 he
was appointed the governor of Ba$ra by Mu™Swiya. After the death of
his old Chief Al-Mu”~xra Ibn Shu”® a, the governor of Kufa, the two
Irags were united under his administration which continued undisturbed
until his death In 53/672. He was a powerful statesman and also a man
of erudition— He 1s numbered among the four dahiya, great statesmen
of the century. - Encyclopaedia of Islam, op. cit., Vol. 1V, p. 1233.
He died of the plague of Kufa in 56-57H. Ibid. But a well known
verdict i1s that he died in 53/ 672.

— Butrus, Da’irat al-Ma”rif, Vol. IX, p. "10;

T. 1™1adj;rat al-Dhahab, Vol. 1, p. 59»

> |bn«f—imad?
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10

The Governor 3iyad 16 then suggested Abu al-Aswad al-Du*ali L7

to put on record the principles of grammar which ~Alx (R) taught him,

that might serve as the standard for the people, and maintain the

readine of the sacred book wwimpaired.

NG e

17.

Another narration has come down to us that Abu al-Aswad at first
proposed to 2iyad to give him permission to make some rules of
grammar that should enable the public to understand the Book of
Allah* 3iyad at fir*st had declined,but later on when a man came
to him and said ” incorrectly, the correct
form of which iIs.* Uj.J

May Allah bless the Governor, our father had died leaving the
children behind, then Siyad felt the necessity of Arabic grammar
and permitted Abu al-fiswad for the same.

— Ibn Khallikan, V/afayat, Vol. 1, p. 2707*,

altyad was well acquainted with the peculiar qualifications of Abu
al—-Aswad, who had been a resident of that city, and some say that
he was the tutor of Ziyad's children. On the other hand, he knew
Syriac language as well as Aristotelian logic that was taught iIn
the Syrio-Persian school of Junde™hapur* — Jurjilaaydan, Tsri

<W-Lii1"at Adai) al—Arabiyya, Vol. 1, p* 252* Ar. Jundaysabur, the city

founded by the SasSnid S”pur |, whence the name, which may mean
camp of “apur", stood on the site of the modern village ~ahabad
in Khuzistan, south-western Persia opposite Basra. — Cf* Hitt4.,
History of the Arabs, p. 379* It 1s said that some expelled savants
of Syria and some philosophers of Athens took refuge In Persia at
the Sasania Court by whom i1£Jiusru Anu82jirwan (531 “57SA.D.) founded
a Syrio—Persian school at Jund”shapur, where the Greek logic and
philosophy and medicine continued to be taught dov/n to'Abbasid figrys
(Nicholson, op. cit. p. 358, — Cf. Ibn Nadim, al-Fihrist, p. 13)«
It 1s said that Prophet encouraged his Sahabas to learn Hebrew and
Syriac languages 1n addition to Arabic. (Taha Hussain and others,
TAri1™ al-Adab al-"Arabiyj”®, p. 112); al-ilakim, Mustadrak, op. cit.
Vol. I, p, 57i Vol. 111, pp. "21-22; Sulayman b -AshQ.th Abu Dav*ud,
Sunan, ed. Kanpur, Vol. I, p. 157*
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Abu al—-Aswad al-Du'ali1"'? at first expressed his I1nability to

V
comply with 21ySd*s request. But it is said that “v;hen he }u”ard a“eader

recite the following passage out of the N n

anna *llaha bariun min ~l-musl;rild.na v/a—rasuluhutlg' v/iiich last word
the reader pronounced rasulihi, he exclained that he never had thought
that things would have come to this* Repenting of his refusal, Abu al-

Aswad then returned to Ziyad and told that he would o what had been
asked to®™"

Then he proposed to Ziyad to send him an intelligent and obedient

scribe. So he sent a scribe from the tribe of Ovbd al-7"ays, but Abu al-

Aswad was not satisfied with him. Then another scribe was sent to him.

Abu al-Aswad said to the new scribe, ”If you see that | open my mouth
In pronouncing a letter, place a mark above, on top of 1t. If | 6lose
my mouth mald.ng a sound, place a mark infront of the letter, and if

| split my lips double the mark.»Pl So this was the marl?ing system of

Abu al-Asv/ad. In this way the i1nvention of vowel signs 1s traced back
to Abu al-Aswadfal-Du’all. Thereafter he com\"osed a chapter on the

subject and object** Then he framed rules for al-Muda Afl Harf al-Jarr,

al“Raf™ V al-li1'asb and al—-Jazm.

18* Al—-Anbari, Nuzhat, op* cit. p, 10#

19* Al-Quran I1X-3— The translation runs (This 1Is a declaration) that

Allah 1s clear of the i1dolaters, and His Apostle likev/ise". 'Vith

the reading rasulihi 1t means that Allah i1s clear of the i1dolaters
and also of His Apostle.

20. Ibn I101allikan, Wafayat, Vol. I, p. 270*
21. Ibid., Ibn Nadim, al-Fihrist, p. ~O0.

22. 1t 1s said that Nasr b-—-Asim al-LayUil, the pupil of Abu al-Aswafl al-

Du'alit made further development iIn this respect by the order of

b—"suf al-"agafl (d,95/713)* the viceroy of Ilragq on behalf
of Caliph™Abdul-Malik. Ibn I*llitkan, fafayat, Vol. I, p. 125.

23* The reason for this was the encounter of Sa™d v/ith Abu al-Aswad al-
Du”ali. Sa’d was a persian from Jundi~“Sn who wanted to go to
Basra with a group of his people. When they went Qudamail 1bn Maz”™un
announced that they had accepted Islam under his auspices and they
became his proteges. While he was leading his horse, Sa“d passed by
Abu al-Aswad, who said, "What's the matter with you, Oh, Sa~d, why
don't you ride ?" He replied » ” My horse 1Is strong
(da™™ ), He meant "lame" ( ) - As he spoke, some people who were
there laughed at him. Then AbiT al-Aswad said, '“These proteges have
sought Islam and embraced i1t, becoming our brethren, but we have
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In the last part of his life he Vv/as paralyzed of one leg. He died
at Basra of the great plague™™ of Al-Jarif In 69/688.25 None of his works

has come down to us except a few ;.4.:,20

A number of scholars read rudiments of Arabic grammar with Abu al-

Aswad al—-Du'ali. Some of them are as follows.

(a) *Anbasatu*l — FIll: His name was *'Anbasa 1bn Ma“dan al-Fil (the

elephant). His forefathers lived at Maysan, but he came to Basra and
settled there. His father, Ma™dan looked after the elephant of Ziyad,
the governor of ‘'lraq, for which he received a maintenance allowance, so
he was nicknamed aI—FiI*27 He was an expert grammarian of lds time* He

was a poet algo*

The plague continued for three days and seventy thousand people died

every day on average* — Al-Suyuti, al—-Muzhir, Vol* 11, p* 461,
Al—-"ahabi, T~rtkh al-Islam, Vol. 1l, p. 3831 tinder topic year of
the 69H*1 Ibn 1”allikan, op. cit., Vol. |, p. 270.

25* But some say that he died in 99-10111', some 6/H. If 69 v;ould be
cjprrect, Abu al-Aswad died 60 years before his pupil™® Yuhya ibn
Yanmir~N—and 1f 101, he died 61 years after his master™Ali. So 69H.

seems to be correct, asAedied according to Ibn Hajar at the age of
eighty five years. - Al-lIsaba, Vol. 11, p. 2/72*

26, Ibn Nadim narrated that he found four leaves of the v/rittngs on

Abu al—-Aswad on .Chaina paper 1In the city of Hadit ha>, near Mosul,

in the large library of Muhammad i1bn al-Husain, Icnovm as lbn Abx
Ba”ra.

— Ibn Nadlm, al-Fihrist, pp. *"0-"1.

27* Yaqut, Mu™am al-Udaba\ Vol. 16, p. 133;
Al-Suyati, Bughya, p. 15;
Ibn Nadim, al-Fihrist, p— "1;
Al—-Anbari, Nuzhat, p. 15.
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(b) Nasr i1bn ~“Asim al-LaytM: Some scholars say that Kasr i1bn

“Asim also studied wgith Abu al—-Aswad. Hd was a scholar of ~llm al-Qira*at

-----

as well as grammar. According to some he was the first man who iInven-

ted the diacritical points.He died 1n 89/90/707/708 during the reign
of al-Walid b. ~Abd al-Kalik.

(c) Yahya ibn Ya™mar: He was a member of the "Adwan —-b$. Qays b."Aylan

b. Mudar, and was said to be attached to the Banu Lay-yi 1bn Kin8na, Illis
nick name was Abu Sulayman or Abu Sa”id. He was trustworthy as well as
learned and had met with Ibn~Abbis, Ibn *Umar and others** He 1s quoted

IN connection with Hadith and 1s one of the Tabi™Mun.

Yahya had a comprehensive knowledge of the Quran, Hadith and

Arabic grammar. He was one of the most eloquent speakers of his time.
It I1s said that he iIntroduced the use of diacritical points In the Holy

Quran first.He died at "Orasan 1n 129/776. He added some chapters

on Arabic grammar to those of subject and object by his teacher Abu

al-Aswad al-t)u*ali.™

28, Al-Anbari, Nuzhat, pp. 17-18.
29* Ibn Khallikan, Vol. 1, p. 125*

30. Ibn al-Imad, 1~ad”at, Vol. I, p. 173;
Al—Anbari, Nuzhat, p. 19;
HuMin—uddin Nadawi, Asmri T”bi/"Iin (Urdu), op. cit., p. 512;
Ibn Nadim, al-Fihrist, p. *1;
Ibn *allikan. Vol. Il, pp. 226-7.

31 Ibn Khallikan, Loc. cit.;
Ibn Hajar, Tahd”?ib al-Tahdhib, Vol. XI, p. 305*

32— Ibn I1Mallikan, Loc— cit.
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CHAPTER 111

THE BASRI SCHOOL OF ARABIC GRAMMAR

When the Arabs conquared Illira (17/635)" 1 MNTmar the Second
Caliph of Islam (d.23/A™") ordered ~TJtha 1bn Ghazwan to lay down the
foundation of Basra™™”™" in 15/636 which subsequently became the centre

of culture I1In Ilrag# .

1. Mra i1s the S™i1ac }jetra (sacred enclosure, monastery), which name
was applied to the originally mobile camp of the Persian Arabs and
retained as the designation of the garrison town. — Nicholson,

A Literary History of the Arabs, p. 3%.

“ra 1s a city In lIlrag* It was the capital of the Lakhmite Kings.
— Joseph Hell, The Arab Civilization, p. 5, - Cf. Hitti, History
of the Arabs, p. 8l-

2(a) Tabari, T2Aril”™ al-Rusul wal-—Muluk, Vol* 1, p* 2377,
— Cf, Encyclopaedia Americana, Vol. 11, p. 315;
— Cf, StrangZe, The Lands of the Eastern Caliphrte, p.
Basra 1s a town In lrag. Its ancient name was Bossora. The town

received the name of Basra - pale, white stone from nature of the
ground on which 1t was built, at first the settlement consisted

solely of primitive reed-huts. - Butrus, Dafira, Vol. V, p. 253* 673;
Cf. Tabari, p. 23807 Some said that Basra 1s Arabicised from the
Persian word meaning various branches of ways, — Butrus,
Loc. cit.

Abu—MiWinaf says that the place abounded In small stones and black
pebbles; so the people said *Behold, 1t 1s gravel” (Basra). Others
say that 1t was named Basra only because of the loseness of i1ts soil.
It 1s said that muslim soldiers put up three booths and tents of
leather and of coarse cloth, and diduot have any real building.

— Al-Baladjjuri, Futtihul*Buldan, (1st ed., Cairo, 1319H.), p. 379.
Modern Basra lies six miles to the north—east of the ancient city.

— Hitty, Historyofthe Arabs, p. 271; —-Cf. Encyclopaedia Americana,
Vol. XT, p. 315*tis the part of lIraq, situated on the combined
delta and accessible to ocean steamers, and IS now a great ailr—port.
It 1s now the focus of the Southern Iraq and sole port for the
entire country.

2(b) Slight tilting or differential erosion have produced minor topo™ra—

phical features and the western edge of the Euphrates vallyy 1Is 1In
some places marked by a discernible cliff (irg) from which the name
of the country lIrag 1s said to originate - Encyclopaedia Britannica,
Vol, XII, p. 527* It 1s also said that the word Iraq i1s probably a

loan—word from Pahlawi, meaning '*low land", corresponds to Ar. "~ad,
black land, used to bring out thecontrast with the Arabian desert.

— Hitt}/, Historyofthe Arabs, p, 135; - Cf, Yaqut, Mujam al-Buldan.
Vol. 111, p. 550,
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In the town of Basra the population consisted of the Bedouin Arabs,

belonginc to different tribes, speaking different dialects, while there
were also thousands of artisans and clients who spoke persian as their
mother tongue, so that classical 1dioms were peculiarly exposed to

corrupting iInfluences.

The first 1mpulse came from the desire to supply the linguistic

needs of new Muslims who wanted to hold government offices and converse
with the conquerors. In addition, the ever—widening gap between the
classical language of the 2>~ ~"d the every day vernacular corrupted
by Syriac, Persian and other tongues and dialects was partly responsible

for evoking such linguistic iInterest.?

It was not, therefore, a m™re chance that Abu al—-Aswad al-Du*all

laid down the foundation of the school of grrmm-r there st 13.—-'sra Perhaps
It was according to the iInjunction of the Holy Vrothet”™'

seek help 1n arts from their masters, that people from all qguarters came
to Abu al-Aswad and learned from him the rules of the new science of
Arabic language. Within a short time the name and faine of the Basri
school spread at home and abroad and all people Arabs and uon—Arabs alike

followed these rules of the new science.

2(c). Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), op. cit.. Vol. Il, p. 128;
Cf. Nicholson, A Literary Tlistory of the Arabs, p. 372

3« Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. Il, p. 128;
Cf. latty, History of the Arabs, p. 271.

Al—-Hariri, Durrat al-Gljawas, (Heidlberge 1871), p. 122
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SOME ILLUSTRIOUS GRAMMARIANS OF BASRA:
THITIR STTOKT LIFE SKKTCHES AND A

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THEIR WORICS.

1. NMSA BIN "NUMAR AL-THA'AFI
(d. 1~ 766)

“1sa bin “Umar al-Thagafi was an outstanding man of his generation

He was a contemporary of Abu ~Amr i1bn al-"Ala, the renouned grammarian of

Basra. He was a freed man of Khalid b.Al-"Valld al—;*urayQ2ji al—MakhztSmi
(d.21/671), Then he came down to the Thagif tribe and v/as called Thaqgafi.

He studied with ~Abd Allah Ibn Abl Ishaq al-i1la®.raml and Abu Sabban

al-"Ala®. He was one of the leading grammarians of Basra and was one of

the readers of the Holy QuM-n. He had full authority on the science of
a"MNC~ra*at. He recited the Holy Quran in full conformity with Arabic

grammar.® A”.ad 1bn Musa al-Luluil, Harun i1bn Musa the grammarian,/Asma’li

iIKhalil b. Ahmad and others learned the Science of C”ra*at from him. This
illustrious grammarian died in 179/ 766, 150/ 767»" was eloquent, but

o)
sometimes used obscure words.

He wrote many useful books on Arabic grammar of which only two

are extant. His pupil Sibawayh narrated that “Isa 1bn TJmar al-Thaqafi

wrote more than seventy books on Arabic grammar.?

5* 1bn ~allikan, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 393*
6. Ilbid., p. 397*
?¢ Brockelman (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 11, p. 128;
Al-Suyuti, Bughya, p. 370;
Al-Suyuti, al-Huzhir, Vol. 11, p. 399;

Al-Anb'&ri, Nuzhat, p. 25*

8. Once he fell ddwn from the back of his” ass, ..seeing "lis j.jeople d
gathered round him, when he uttered:

1.e., "what’s the matter with you that you have gathered around me
as you do around a man under the influence of jinn. Be off from me"
— Ibn I10i1allil™an, op, cit., Vol. I, p. 393. ..

This sentence has been cited for an example of ” " (Strangeness

of a word) by the authors of books on rhetoric.
9* Ibn Khallikan, Loc. cit.;
Al-Suyuti, Bu”~ya, p. 370.



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

17

But most of these books are lost. Among these N (the compilation),
Al—-lkmal or Al-Mukammal (the perfected or the completed) were first

: . TO
books written on Arabic grammar.

Once al-Khalil b. Ahmad was asked about the two books of ~lsa Db,

*Umar al-Thagafi as well as his dignity as a grammarian. In reply al-
“alil recited the following verse commemorating *Ilsa b.“Umar and his

two b o) o) k S . N N

Grammar has totally vanished save and except what “lsa Ibn “~Umar had producec

That 1s lkmal and this 1s Jami ™ and they are Ilike the sun anc® the moon for
the people*

2. ABU *aMR AL—<!ILa"
(70/ 689-15V770)

Abu Amr Sabban b. al-"Ala> was one of the clebrated seven readers

of the Holy Quran. He was”regarded as a prominent grammarian of Basra.

He claimed that his genealogy was connected with the Arab tribe of the

1-lazin, the confederation of the Tamim. 1A

10. Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 11, pp* 128-29;

It 1s said that Al-lkmal was preserved with a person I1n Persia and

the other was with Gibawayh, who wrote his Al-Kitab based on that book.
— Ibn IQiallikan, op, cit., Vol. I, p. 393*

11. Al-Anbari, Nuzhat, p. 28;

Al-Suyuti, Bughya, p. 370;
Ibn I01allikan, Loc. cit.;

Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. IIl, p. 129;
Ibn Nadim, op. cit,, p. "1;
Ahmad Amin, IM~Mul-Islam, Vol. 11, p. 290.

12. There are great dea®™ of difference of opinions about his name, such

as, 2abban, Jabar, Zunayda, etc., but Zabban was famous. His surname
was his original name. Nobody dared ask him the cause of his diverse
name due to his awe Inspiring personality.

Al-Suyuti, Bu”ya, p. 377;

Ibn ~allikan, op, cit., Vol. I, p. 386;

Ibn Nadim, al-Fihrist, p, 28,

13* Al—-Anbari, Nuzhat, p. 30;

Butrus, op. cit., Vol. I, p, 278;
Ibn IQiallikan, Loc. cit.
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Abu ~Amr was born In 70/689 at Mecca, At the very tender age he
went to Irag and settled at Basra. He was the ImSm of the Basrites 1In
CMira*at, grammar, as well as language and literature. But he did not

recite poems In the month of Ramadan. He acquired Itnov;le:ige of these

from a host of Tab! Mun«

He read the Holy Qu:*an with Sa”id b. Jabir and Mujahid. He

narrated Hadi;» from Anas b. Malik, Abu Salih and from a fjroup of

traditionists*

Abu ~Amr composed a large number of books on the science of

tajwld, (the recitation of the Holy Quran), Hadith and Arabic grammar.

Later on, having devoted himself to the study of the Holy Quran, he
totally burnt his writings..16

The endeavour of Abu *Arar for the development of new science was

greatly responsible for the establishment and growth of grammatical and

lexicographical studies at Basra. Under hie guidance the method of

seeking information from the Bedouins In the matter of grammar and

lexicography was developed at Basra.lt will be no exaggeration to say

that Abu “Amr b. al-"Ala”dominated the iIntellectual activities at Bagra

during his life time, and even after his death, for the gradual growth

and development of the same.”" He died at ~—»*3asra In 15/770.""

Al-Suyuti, Bu”ya, p. 6?7

> L?L%,Shiz, al-Bayan wa'l-Tibyan, 1st ed. (Cairo 1226H-), Vol. 1, p.
16. Al-Suyuti, Bu”ya, p. 3"7.

17. Kncyclopaedia of Islam, op. cit.. Vol. |, pp. 105-6.

18. 1bid.,

19. Butrus, Dai ra; Vol. 11, pp. 279-80.

116.
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Abu ~Amr al—-**Al”, produced a host of scholars amon™, whom Al-Asma”x,

20
Abu *Ubayda, and Abu Jafar al—-RiJasi are wel-luicivm.

Amonc his works the follovd.nc are extant: CI) K.fcrsum al-Haghaf,
as W2lU- 26,97), (2) .i“arh Diwan ~irniqg; S.S.70.“A

3. AL—KIL\LIL B. AHTIAD
(100/ 718-170/ 786)

Abu "Abd Al-Rahman Al-Khalil 1bn Ahmad™ 1bn *Amr 1bn Tamim al-
Farahidi al-Azd£ al-Yahmadf£ al-Basri was a leader of Arabic g“rammar ond

philology. He was born at Basra in 100/718 and brought up there. His

origin was from the Azd clan of the Farahxd tribe, so Yunus i1bn Habib

used to call him al-Farahidi or al-Farhudl from j3anu Farl.uu b* Shababa.

He studied traditions, philology and grammar v/ith Ayyub al-

Sa”tiyani, ~Asim al-Ahwal, al- Aw,am b. Hav/shab andothers.Re was

also the pupil of Abu ~Amr Al-"AlaM/M?

20. Al-Suyuti, al—-Muzhir, Vol. 11, pp. ~00-01.

21* Brockelmann, Arabischen literature, Erster Supplemeutbcnd, Vol. 1,
p. 158.

22. 1bn™Ali1 Khaythama said that Ahmad, the father of al-!"alil was the

first person iIn Islam to be named Ahmad.

Ibn Nadim, al-Firhrist, p. "2;

Ibn IMallikan, op. cit.. Vol. I, p. 17™
Yaqgut, Muwyjam al-Udaba/, Vol. XI, p. 73;
Al-Suyuti, Bu”ya, p. 27,

Farid Wajdi, Dalra, Vol. VIII, p. 783.

23— Encyclopaedia of Islam, op, cit., Vol. 11, p. 88/7.

2.  Al-Anbari, Nuzhat, p. 35*
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On the advice of his leader Ayyub, he abandoned the Ibadi™”
doctrine for sunni orthodoxy. He was very pious and lived a poor man's

Iife.26

He had many famous pupils, of whom the names of Slbo.v/ayh, al-
Asma*™1, al—Nadr 1bn “umajl, al-Lai—" b. al-Muzaffar b. Nasr may be

mentionede

His memory was very sharp. It 1s seid that after the sahaba

al—&alll was the most meritorious among the Arabs.

He was the pole-star of his time 1n grammar, literature and
philology.He excelled all In deriving points of grammar and verifying
its rules.

He Was the i1nventor of Arabic system of metres numbering fifteen.

All the biographers agree In attributing to him the discovery of Arabic
prosody and i1ts rules; and iInspite of several other attempts made, 1t 1S

his system, that still holds sway.—M" In this way he evolved prosody by

which he strengthened Arabic poetry.

25« Al-Ibadlyaj usually called Ibagliya 1n North Africa, are the followers
of*Abd'Allah b. Ibad. They form a separate community in Islam a”ong
side of the Sunnis and %1*1s and have their ovm rules of faith and
religious laws, which, however, on the whole agree with those of
the Sunni and only deviate ailvtertain questions. They also recognise
the Qur'an and Hadi"” as the source of religious Icnowledge, but
instead of Ijma”and Qiyas they have Ray. They show their 1™ariji
origin not only on these points but also on the qgquestion of Imamate,
although 1n a different fashion from the Azral”c. Their movement
spread to North Africa. - Encyclopaedia of Islam, (ed. 1927), Vol. 11,

p. 350.

Among the leaders of the Ibadxya>( who did write Books 1s Ibrahim 1bn
Ishaq al-Ibadi, among whose books there were: (1) Kitab al-RS8i1d3
"Alal—-Qadrlya (Refutation of the Qadrxya),

(2) Kitab al-Imam”™a (The Imamate)

Ibn Nadlm, al-Fihrist, p. 183.

26. Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. Il, p. 88?;
Yaqut, Muwjam al-TTdaba®, Vol. XI, pp. 73-7".
27. Al-Suyuti, Bui?ya, p. 2", Al-Suyutl, al—-Muzhir, Vol. I, p. ifOl.

28. al—Muzhir, Loc. cit.

29. Ibn Nadim, al-Fihrist, p. 2, Al-Anbarx, Nuzhat, p. 55;
Al-Suyuti, Bug”ya, pp. 2MM-~"b5,
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Al—-&alil was called the key of the Scieaces and their channels.

Of his works on the subject the specimen verses only reproduced 1in

various treatises have come down to us«™™ He was indifferent to the world,

dedicated to learning and an indigent poet. He died at Basra at the age

35
of seventy five between 170/7S6 and 175/ 781 in an”accident.

Al—gialil was the first man who compiled Arabic lexicography,

Kitab al" Ayn by name. In compiling his book he followed the alphabetical

order of the Sanskrit grammar which begins v/ith the gutturals “nd goes on

to the labirals.He gave the name of his book Kitab al™Ayil on account

of 1ts first letter, Olyn, as the anthology of Abu Tammam was named t0O-

Ilamasa from the title of i1ts first chapter.

No one has quoted this book ditectly from al-Khalil, nor has any-

thing been quoted from the traditions definitely asserting that he wrote

It 1s his pupil al-Lai—-y1 b. Muzaffar; others say that al-Nadr compiled

It on lines drawn up by his master or that he finished 1t. It may be

30* Al-Tatlthfil, Al—-Madid, Al—-Basit etc. But Al-AlchfaS8hadded one 1In It

that 1Is (Al-KhaBab). - Ibn ~allikan, Vol. I, p. 172,
Butrus, Da'ira't, Vol. VII, p. 76l,;
Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 1IIl, p, 13I;
Farid'.wvajdi, oo cit., Vol. VIII, p. ?8I.
31. Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 11, p. 887»
32. Ibn Nadim, al-Fihrist, p. 2.
33* Al-Suyuti, al-Muzjir, Vol. 11, p. "01l.
3™»  TUncyilopaedia of Islam, Vol. Il, p. 887.
35* 1bn IQiallikan, op. cit,, Vol. I, p. 17/
36. Kncyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 1I, p. 887.
37. Ahmad Amin, Duhaul-Islam, Vol. Il, p. 26/7.

38. Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. I, p. 887.
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believed that these are only attempts to minimise the fame of al-"alll.

In any case all that survives of this dictionary 1Is the synopsis made
by the learned spanish lexicologist, Abu Bakr al-2ubaydiHowever,
total words of the Kitab al-"Ayn are 6,6991700, out of wliich 5f620 are
In use and 6,69317?S0 are not In use,™ In a nutshell his book Is a boon

for Arabic literature. It was partly edited by P* Anastase, Bagdad

k2
The following books of Al-"alil are extant:
(1) Kitab f1 Ma”ani*l - Huruf, Cat* Cod. Arab., 1, 81, Berlin, No.
7015/ 7016;
(2) K. Slaarh Sarf al-Khalll. FragmentBerlin, No, 69009;
(3) K. FIhi Juffilat al-Alatal-Ilrab, Aya Sofia lJo.
() K. Jawab ~An Su*al, Bodl. 1 1067? *
(5) Fragment on the Conjugation of the verb, Bodl., 1., llo. 1067
The following three books of Al-I1*halil are loct: M
(1) K, 'lIga'™;
(?) K.al—Ha,:hm;
(3) K.al—-Nawadir.
39« Ibi1d,, It 1s sar'® that al-Lay”™I, a descendant of Kasr 1bn Sayyir,
was for a shofct time a friend of al-"alll and that'al-Khalil

composed 1t (the book) for him. Then Layth got half of 1t by heart,
by this time the book was burnt by his uncle's daughter. On the

othflr hand there was no other copy of 1t with him, and I1*alil also
suddenly died. Then 'tl-Iryy;! wrote half of 1t from Vic memory and
re«<t of 1t was completed by the scholars of that period on the
system of al-iyialll via al-Lay”l.
Ahmad Amin, puhaul-Islam, Vol. I, pp, 267-68;
Ibn Nadlm, al-Fihrist, pp* "2-73;
Ibn KJinllikan, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 173;
Al-Suyutf, Bu”ya, p. 273,
Brockelmann (Ar.Tr,), Vol. 11, p. 133.
40. Jurjl Zaydan, Tarikh a*~"Adab al-Lughat al-Arabiyya, Vol. 11, p.
*¢1l. Brockelmann, Supplement, Vol. |, p. 139.
*»*2— Brockelmann, Vol. |, p. 100; Gf. Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 11,p, 887
~"3*  Brockelmann, Supplement, Vol. 1, p. 160.

Ibn Na.lla, al-Fihriet, p. "12.
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K. YUKUS IBN PBIB AL—-—BASRI
(90/ 708-18~ 798)

Yunus 1bn Ifebib Abu *'Abd al-2ahn!'an Al-Dabbi was a le”.ding

grammarian of Basri School. He was a protege ofthe Banu Layth b. Bakr
b. “Abd Manaf b. Kinana tribeHe was born atJabbul in 90/708.7~5
His origin was from the Persians™® among the inhabitants of al-Jabbul and
for that he boasted of himself.
17
He was expert 1n grammar, philology as well as Arabic literature*

/,p
He Icnew mor”™ than anybody else about grammatical inflections

He was a companion of Abu *Aw Al-Ovia and flammad bo Salami”He
had a circle of learned people at Basra. He Vv/as connocted va.th seekers

of knowledge, men of letters, masters of literary style and representa

tives of the Bedouins.

Abu Sa *d al—-Slrafi said that his surname was Abu Muhammad and he

was a protege of the Dabba tribe. - Ibid., Others expressed that
he was a protege of the Bilal b. Harami from Banu Dabiyy**a b»
Bajala. — Ibn lUirallikan, Vol. 11, p. ~16.

Jabbul 1s a town between Baghdad and 'Vasit situated on the Bank of
Tigris. — Ibid., Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. I, p. 130.

h€. The author of Mufal”?ir al-Ovjam considered that Yunus Vus from Persia.
Brockelmann, Loc. cit.;
Ibn Nadim, op. cit., p. 2.

"7. He preferred Al-Al~tal, the cristian poet (d. 7\O0 A.D.) to Jarir
(d. 728 A.D.), and al-Farazdaqg (d. 728 A.D.)
Yagqut, Mujam, Vol. XX, p. 65.

Ibn Nadim, op. cit., p. kz*

49. l1lbn Nadira, Loc. cit.;
Yaqut, Hu”am, Vol. XX, p. 06%;
Al—-Suyuti, Bughya, p. ~"26.
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lie had a separate school of his own iIn gramnar.SO Slbawayh

narrated from him numerous grammatical rules. Al-Farra’ and Al-Kisa’l

as v;eH”s Abu “TJbayda received lessons from him""" He died In 182/79""",

at Sasra at the age of 102.M

He possessed an excellent moral character. He neither married nor

had any concubine* He was above any passion except that for learning

cL
and holding discourse with scholars.He expressed his desire to argue

with three persons on the day of judgement.

50, Bu”~ya, Loc. cit.;
Al—-Anbari, Nuzhat, p. 60.

51« Abu ~Ubayda said that he joined the debate v/ith Yunus for forty
years but every day he used to get new things about grammar from him

Yaqut, Mujam, Vol. XX, p, 65;

Ibn<l<flmad, Shadhrat, Vol. |, p. 301;
Farid Wajdl, Dai’ra, Vol. X, p. 57
52. "Ma™lab said that Yunus lived for over a hundred years, being free

from senility and dying i1n the year one hundred and eighty three.
Ibn Nadim, op. cit., p. "2-

But, Ibrahim al-Mosul! referred that he lived eighty eight years.
Ibn 1Mallikan, Vol. I, p. 216;

Al-Suyutl, Bu”~ya, p. 426.
53» Ibn al-Imad, Shad”at, Loc. cit»
S/ Ibn Nadim, op. cit., pc 2.

55.(a) With Adam, the first man and first Nabi of the world for i1t 1Is

due to his eating the forbidden fruit, human being fell 1In
trouble”;

(b) With Yusuf (a) due to whose missing lois father Yaqub (a) became

almost blind®, but there was only ten days journey between
and featnan, he could send a letter to his father conveying

his safety which would give his father peace of mind;

(c) Wwith Talha and Al-2uba”™r, as to why both of them recognizing

"Al1i (R) as Caliph at Medina and withdrew their allegiance t6
him at Iraq.

Al—-AnbSri, Nuzhat, pp. 62-63.
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Among his works the following are known to us but none of them

IS extant:

(1) Kitab Ma”ani*1-Quran (Meaning of the Quran);

(2) Kitab al-Mawadir al-Kabir (The Large 13ook about rare forms in the
Qu/an); *

(3) Kitab al-AffitJial (The Book of proverbs);

(i1f) Kitab al-Nawadir al-Saghir (The small book of rare forms);

1y

(5) Kitab al"Luj—;hat (Languages or vernaculars).

5. SIBAWAYH
(d.19VS09)

Sibawayh™*” was the pen—-name of the prominent rramn:arian of the

school of Basra* His name wgs Abu Bishr ~Amr b. “TJthman b. Qambar. According
to some his surname was Abu al-Hssan* He was a protege of the Banu al-
Ifori™® b* Ka™b b* *Amw Db. AUlah b. Khalil b* Halik b. ~UdacJ. ™™ He was

born at Bayda*, a village In the district of Shiraz, a province of Persia,
At the very tender age he came to Basra and studied v/ith the prominent

scholars of the city.

Ibn Nadim, op* cit., p. "2;
Yaqut, Migam, Vol, XX, p.' 65;

Ibn *allikan, Vol. Il, p. 717, \Y/
It 1s said that he also compiled a book "Al-Qa”s on grammar'*.
Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol, 11, p. 170.

37* There were four Sibawayhs, they are:

(a) "Amr 1bn *Tjyiman 1bn QanBar, leader of the Arabic grammar;
(b) Muhammad 1bn Musa 1bn‘Abd al-Aziz al-Misrl,;

(c) Muhammad 1bn “Abdal—Aziz al-Isbahcini;

(d) Abu al-Ifesan™Aliibn™Abd AlISh al-ICumi. al-Maghribx.

— Al-Suyuti, al-Muzhir, Vol. 11, p.
The term Sibawayh i1sa compound persian word, meaning odour of apple:
means apple and means odour. Many reasonshave been
given for this title. One of the reasons i1s — "It 1s sai;™ th—-t he

used to smell apples”. Or, he received this title for 1I111s amiable
disposition because the apple 1s one of the pler’sant fruits.”
Al—-Suyuti, Bughya, p. 366;

Butrup, Da'ir®, Vol. X, pp. 289-90;
Al—Anbarl, Nuzhat, p. 71.

Ibn Nadlm, al-Fihriet, p. 52.
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He learned grammar from al-Khalil, “isa [l'uni MMUar al-Thagafl, Yunu,

anc3 others. He also acquired the luioivlet®ge 0? dialects from Abu al-Khattab

al-Akhfash al—-Akbar and others* 39

It Is said that once Sfbr.wayh vjas present at Basra In the circle of

Haramad b. Sr.i/ma, the pupil of al-Khalil b, Ahmad, and he wanted to be
dictated the folloring Hadi1”™ by Hamcé&d:

'There 1s none from amon™ my companions but | coul:*> learn (somethi.i™ of

worldly ‘'affairs), 1f | would, from hii.. save and e:*cept Abi*—Darda’ (10*
But .“tb—wayh committed a solecism iIn 1t e he uttered

treating 1t as the / Ism of the defective verb 7 . Hammad put him

to shar::e on account of this error. Then Sfbawr.yh too”: vov' and devoted

hims-'If ardently to Iearnin"g Arabic (YKmAR and boc me for this purposp*
0

a pupil of~ralil b- Ahuad. Vithin a short ti“o he became an ~.uthority

on the subject and grammarians from diffwr*nt r:r.rtj clustered around hiir..

T1HOU;h there wac an imM™edii.. it in hi': speech yet his pen was mightier then

his, ton:® 'm

Towardc the cii\ of his life Jlbawayh v nt to Bc.*dad and participated

In a confer—nee with al-KisaX and others In the ~.rocence of Marun al—-Rash?.d
(d, 197/S09), the 5th Caliph of th”*Abbasid dyi—.-t £ or,, ccoriinj; to some”®
his vizier Yrhya i1bn Khalid ol-Borm?!* (d. 1p''/7?r) or, according to some

others In the couj. t of AL.:.In, on the "1Muaibur”® qu?otion*\

It 1s said that on th'—appointed day Sib:\V/uyh r.ppeared before the
court of al-Rashid and he found there pl-Farra®, Al-Ahmar and others. At
*ir:;;t al-Ahniar as™ted him about Oiie hundred 2>roijlu.;c of Arabic grama?ir and
h— replied every one o the' clearly. Al-Ahraar s i1d .iothine exccpt that

the Iljasrl had committed solecism. S*bav/ayh rer*.aii:ed silent v/Ith his eyes

downcast 1n ™rief and anger, then he coniplaine'. of thej r rough maaner.

39* Ibid.,

0. Eutrus, Da’ira, Vol. pp. 279-90;
Yagat, MVjam al-TTdabV, Vol. X, p. 255;
Al—Aubar?, Nuzhat, p. 72.
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In the rr.eantime al-Kisal, camo with hie follower:.. He heard the complain
of SibaTOayh against Al-Ahinar and he became very :ua”“ry Vv/ith 'Sl'bawayh v/hereupon

he asked him about the Arab proverb; / > N

| used to think that the scorpion 1s ;..ore violent I1n stin™inc than the

hornet, (but now X sr*e) that a hornet as i1t v/ors, 1s a scorpion. Now
should 1t Dbe ov " Slbav/ayh held G2y’ j”~but al-Kisal,
hel” the later So Sibav/ayh contradict:'” him and supported

the first one of the two alternc.tivss* Al-1"iIs?.1 then contrived that the
Caliph should refer the matter to a tribe who ware not of Impxire speech.
So the Caliph resolved to refer to some native Arr.b:. Then three judges
were appointed, they were Abu Faqfas, Abu TDith*'* and AbTi Tharwan, and

their verdict was against Sibav/ayh.

ap
However, he received ten thousc.nd silvor coilic (dirhaiin) as a

present from the Caliph i1lartin or, accorc’inj to cor..e, his vizier Yahya odf-

Barmaki* But on account of this “reat defeat In th” dispute he wgs so much

(A. YaqQt, Mu™Mjam :a—-Udab5®, Vol. X/I, pp. 110-20;
Cf. Ibn Nadim, al-Ulilhrist, p, 3\
Cf. Ibn IQiallikan, Vol. I, p. 385;

Actually the judgement should have been In f'wvour of Slbawayh, but
the judges were feilased on account of the iIndirect support of the

Caliph to al-Kis”, Moreover, their partir.lit;— was due to the fact
that they hailed from the si'.ne village of :?,1-nutail:lyya, one TTarsakil

distant from Baghdad, where al-Kisal lived and ctuc—ied with them.

The fact 1s that In n as Slbawayh roads i1t " IS In the
nominative case ( 22'oJU ) being a predicate ( ) to./" N/, Thi”?
cannot, hov/'*ver, be real on the r.nology of

because In this case ” can be treated a— predicrte hence 1t I's
put 1n the nomin™itive cos;.* This c:m rlso be read VU'

In the objective case treating 1t '"r. " JW”. But this
ann:;ogy does not hold good here, so 1t cannot bo read d
treatin— i1t as , b—"cause ” should c;*n—:r—.1ly be ",s0 "UM?”
beinp: a " " cannot be treated as (CRARRD

— Yaqgtit, op. cit.. Vol. XVI, pp. 120-21.

62* Y~qut, loc. cit.
Ibn Nadim, al-Fihrist, p. 51*
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mortifie;™ that he angrily departed from the court. Then he retired to
Khurasan and never came to lrag* It 1s sr.id that this very grief was the

_ _ 63
cause of his death. At I™ast the leader of the died at Bayda,

He composed the first systematic text bool: on Arabic grammar, ”“nov,n

by the honorific title *"M-:Citab”™ (the book), which has ev'*r since been

the basis of all native studies on the subject. This book was unequalled

] ] ] 6™
before his time and unrivalled afterwards.

Actually Book of Sibawayh 1s univorsal?.y celebrated.Abu al-
“ Abbas al-Thalab said that forty two persons cooperated v.ith Slbawayh 1n
composing “he Book™ principles and the subject v/ere based on

those of al—-Khalil.

The Book of Sxbawayh.is vast as well as difficult like the ocean.

None dare control 1t and compile like the same. ™

63* But according to Khatib al-Ba”™hdad he died at ;“iiraz and his grave
Is there* — Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 1V, p* 397*
— Ibn Khpllikan, Vol. |, p, 386.

Tho”e are different o{)inions about the time of ’lis death: 170/8860,

180/ 896, at the age of forty; 19V 809 at the age of 32 years.
— Ibn Khallilcan, Loc. cit*

6K, Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 1I, p. 137;
Farid 'Vajdi, Da’ira—~*, 2nd ed.. Vol. V, p. zkh,

63. Sa”id b.Aljraad Al-Juwayni, the i1nhabit-'nt of al-Andalus considered
three books as universal store—house of Icnowl cr?ge; Al-i:1.1ast] yy
“MIm al"Ha”at al-Af*ak of Batlaymus; *IIm al-Kan-—-tiq Kit?lbu

Arast™t™Mlis* and Al—-Kitab of Sibawayh.
— YSqut, op. cit., Vol. aVl, p. 117e

66. Ibn Nadim, al-7ihrist, p. 31

67* |If anybody desired to read "fhe Book of Sr.bawayh v.'ithal-—-Mubarrad, he

used to say appreciating' 1ts vastness and difficult contents, "Have
you travelled through the Ocean ?" Al-Mazini more over used to say,

"1 f anybody v/ishes to compose a great book on grammar in addition to
"The Book of Sibawayh, he ought to be modest.”

— Ibn Nadim, op. cit., pp. 31-32;
— Al-Anbari, Nuzhat, p. 73.
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Time di'-" not permit him to dictate his Book to-others, nor anybody

had the opportunity of doin”™ 1t In his presence. This task was done by

Al—-Akhfash al—-Awsat. After the death of Slbawayh he undertook a thorough

revision of the work.

The Book of Sibawayh was studied eagerly by the Basrans as well as

by the Kufans. Onceoldahiz presented to Muhammn.d b. "bd al-Malik al-Sayyat,
the vizier of al-Mu”“tasim a copy of the Book of Sibav;ayh, which was iIn
the hand writing of the Kufi grammarian al-Farr‘/, compared by al-Kisa*Xx,

and finally revised by the donor himself and was considered a priceless

treasure. 69

As one of the earliest books 1n Arabic N literature The Look of

Sibawayh 1s 1In 1ts style frequently very redundant and tiring by I1ts
prolix arguments.There are iInnumerable"™ example® taken from the Holy

Quran*™ 111 The Book and 1t contains over one thousand verses taken from

77
the ancient poetry, fifty of which are by unhnovni poets,'™?

68. Al-Anbari, Nuzhat, pp. 187-8%;
Yaqut, I'nuYyam, Vol. XI, p. 253*

69. Ibn Khallik.*n, Vol. 1, p. 385;
Butrus, op. cit., Vol. p. 2S'0;
Farid Vol. V, p. 2/,

Abu Ishaqg said that 1f any oille thin'is ovor the ex™mples of The Book
of Sibawayh, 1t becomes de”r to 7iul thrt S:Tbnv/ayh 1s the greatest
man 1N pMlology.

Al—-Kitab of Sibav/ayh, Vol. 1. p. V (under i1ntroduction).
70. Kiicyclopap>dia of Islam, Vol. 1V, p. 397.
/1. Al-Kitab of Sibawayh, (Paris, 1881), Vol. |, p. XXV.
. In The Book of Sibav/ayh there are three hundred verses of the Holy
u cited ar, examples.
— Ibn Khaliti®*™n, op, cit., Vol. I, p. 92 (unr'.er topic Abu ~Ui“man
Bakr b* Muhammad);
— Jurji 3ayd*n, ~Ulum al-"~Arab (Urdu), Vol. I1l, p. 69.

73" Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 1V, p. 397*
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The Book of Sibav/ayh i1s a peculiar one. 1 hra. neither iIntrocTtiction

NnO™ conclusion. Moreover, the setting; of the Ch'A.pters 1s not In order.
Perhaps 1t 1s not free from errors either.n_ln tliis 100k there are about
seven hunclred and twenty chapters* '“he first part of Vol. | 1s devoted to
words, and 1ts Id.nds, nominative and the ohjoctive, verb and 1ts government,
rules of the Infinitive, advorbial complements, circumstantial preposition:
apposition, definite and iIndefinite, adjective, subject and predicate,

verbal nouns, particles, resembling verbs, voc.—.tiv s and curtailin3s (

Negatives V/ith exception and the chapters oil prepositions etc-—
And the second Vol. of The Book contains: Ptotos ( ) and
diptotes ( )J) the relative adjective, al-1 \—-fa, the dual, pi

the diminutive, al—-Kaksur , al—-Mamdud, al-V/:/.f, etc.

™ere are three printed editions of th" wv/orl. Al-llitab, besides the

fragments elucidated by European scholars, and a translation Into German,

of which the Cairo edition 1896 with commentaries of Sirafl and al-A*l,am
IS perhaps the best one. On the other hand the edition of Dereitbourg
1883, sgg. the Calcutta edition of 1887, and the Gorman translation by Jahn,

Berlin 1899 Gqqg, are not, however, free from errorls.75

7~ Mul;tlammad b. al-Walifl said that he found 1n The Book of Sibawayh two

hundred i1ncorrect letters— - Al-Kitab of Sibawayh, Vol. 1, p. ~uCW
/5— Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 1, p, 397*

Besides Brockelffiann added three more commentators on The Book of

Sibawayh: (a) Abu Nasr Karun b— Musa of Cordova;

(b) ~Aflfuddin Pabi* b. Mujhammad al—-Kufi (d.68” 1283); and
(c) 'Vords of Sibawayh by an unknown commentator.
— Cf, Brockelffiann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. XI, pp, 136-37.
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Al“Kitab of Sibav/ayh remained as a model76 Xor oVv'.rytMn™' on

Arabic grammar. This Book undoubtedly ushered In a golden age i1n the
history of Arabic grammar. »Vliatsoever has been compiled on Arabic

grammar after Slbawayh 1Is either based on Al—Kitab, or on the advancement

of the same.77 Had Sibawayh como of an Arab origin, his *M-Kitab*

. (P i
would have always been regarded as a str.ndard of good Arr.bic,” It 1Is a

79
book of decision ( ) on Arabic grr.mniar.

In fact AI-KIt"b of Sibawayh 1s a v/ondorful boo— on Arabic gramr:iar

and will remain so for "ver. This book has vory ap;.rop.-."ir tely been called
Al"Kitab, "The Book” which nnmort—11;::ed Sib”.wayh.

*6. Ibn Khaldun, 11;’'qrddirr,

/77  Ahmad Amin, !uhau\*Islam, Vol. 11, p. 291«

/8. Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 1V, p. 397-

79* Al-Jarm?. gave his decisions on Arabic gr*.mnar to the people based
on “he Book of Sibav/ayh for long thirty years.

Al"Kitab of Gibawayh, Paris Printed (Under Inirojucticii), p. XXIV.
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Cd.20G/821)

His name was Abu lHHuhamitacl b. alfo spoken of as
Alt_mad b. Muhamrr.a'3, but the Tirct one j.ore r.c™urc.”o. He was the jrote™e
of Sslim Db. He rea'» with Sibai™ayh o.nl 2 joo"* nui.iber of scholars

of Basra, as he states*""

'utrub 1s a suilall creature, crav/linj v.athout t™N 111 any rest. It is

said that h« was ~1ven this nick mar. — on account of '/.1s uein”™ greeted by

olbawayh on a certain early corning "you are nothinj bu: a qutrub of the

ulbht." He lied In 206/821.N"

2

Arlmion”™ hie works the foll.'v/in”; nc.ivies have com: down to us of which

the last four are extant:.(1l) Kitab Ma”xn *I-""ur"'n (woaxiin™ of the Qu/"n) ;
(2) Kitab al"l£,:hiti ,Q1 (O>riv—,tions); (3) Al-~,waf5.; (':) Kitab -—-H.il : al-
Insan; (5) Kitnb al-?a ; (Distinctiona) j (c) Kitab al-Aj,v,nt (voices);
(7) ITht'b al*jif*t (Descripti'iic, A" j»c—1ves, Attributes;; (8) ICitab al -
<llal fi1 al®™Jatiw (The weak Letters I1n “ram;nar); (9) ICl—-b="rab al"'?,i:1"'n;
(10) Kit*b pl.”7Ha'U Ovia' ®l-Hulhidin fi1i Mutaal™ubi ~M-"u3?&n (Refutation of
th<? Heretics, about the metaphorical 1n the "“tur'n); (11) I™i1tab al-Hamaa
(The TTaiGza); (1?) Fa*ala wa™Af*a la; (1JO ICitrb al-I"vjadir; (17) Kitfib
N o r:b al-AU——r; (I15) Intab Khalg al-7arr.s; (16) Kitpb al—-Ajj‘d ed.
Koffl«r, Islamioa Vv, 2Nn? ff., 293 ff. Cl?) IL>~lafa fihi'l—Ins".n
al-Bahlma, ed. D.ff. lluller SBVA, 1876; (18) Kitrb :1l1-Azc:ina Br. Mus. 53%;

(19) Kitab al—HuUiallat]l. 3«rl. 7071-73;Leifl. h—  P-ris,!™.

80. Ibn Nadira, al-Jihrist, pp. 52-53-

e lbid.; Ibn IQrallikin, op. cit., Vol.l, p, 7"oNM*
82. Ibid.
83* Brockaliaana, 3upp. Vol. I, p. 106l.

8~. *3i.ockelniann, Vol. I, p. 103.
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7. ABU *UBAYDA MANVAN? IBN AL—-MTTra.UllIA AL-TAYMI
( .110/7 728”209/ 827)

Abu “~Ubayda Ma*'mar b. al-Mutiianna, the famou3 gr'.nuT.arian and

linguistic was born at Basra In 110/728. Abu ~Ubajdr. v/as his nick naH<j e
He was a protoge of the Taym of the *““uraysh rather than the Tayra of the
Ribab. It 1s also said that he v,as the protege of tho Banu ~“Ubaydv'llah

b, Ha*inar al-Taymx, His fathe or grand father was a jev; from BSjarwan 86

He studied with leading philologists of the school of Basra, such

B3 Abu “Amr al-"Ala*. Yunus b. Habib and others. He vias weaker than al-

< . i i
Asmax 1n grammar, but was superior to him xn gene:.log?2. 81

When he was hated for his bein': a non—-Arab, ho attached himself to

a group of the !'™ariji':es, namely Al-Saghxrxa, and made up his mind to
avenge himself of the blame, compiling some books on the line as that of
Al“Shu”tubiyya. 88 He agreed with the doctrines of tho Kharijites, as a

consequence when he pead the Holy Quran, he read i1t Vv/ith reflection. 89

85. He was born on the v~ry nigh": that Hasan Bas.a died.

Al—-"atxb, TArI"hA*—"Baghdad, Vol. XXIIl, p. 232;
Ibn r*allikan, Vol. 11, p. 108]
Al-Suyutx, Bu”~ya, p. 395*

86. Ibn Nadim, op. cit., p. 53*
Bajarwan 1s a place near al—-Ragga i1n Meso;|fot<IL;:l:.e
— Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 1, p. 137«

87*R/—JaMz said that during the life time of Abu ”“Ubaydc. there was no
greater Kharijx scholar than him on the surf;”co of the earth.

Ibn Khallil™n, Vol. I, p. 205;
Yaqut, Mu”jam, Vol. Il, p. 136;
Al—Anbarl, Nuzhat, p, 183;
Al-Suyuti, Bu”“ya, p. 395.

88. Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 1Il, p. 172*

89. Ibn'Kadxm, op. cit., p. 53*
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He spent almost the wliole of his life—tilue at Basra except for

one or two short visits to Baghdad. Among tho 1..0s: famous of his fjupils
were Abu ~Ubayd-al-"asim b. Sallam, Abu Hatin al-Sijistc.ni, *Unar Db,

Shabbet and the poet \bu Kuwas* 90

He was a scholar 1n Hadith-literatv.re also. He vias the first man

who composed gharib al-Hadi”. le composed some dozens of treatises on
the Arabs, darly Islamic history and tribal traditions, which served

as the starting point and supplied most of the dat:.. for all future studies
relatin®™; to pre—-Islamic Arabia. He also contributed philolo®™ical notes

to Ibn Hisham for his reduction of the Sira by lIbn Xshag. ™™ It 1s said
that the knov/ledge of Arabian antiquity 1s drawn, to a large extent,

from the traditions collected by him which are preserved iIn the Kitabu-

"l —-A”anit and elsewhere.He lived more than ninety years and died In

209/ 82~ or 210/ 825.M

He compiled more than two hundred bool:s® of v;hich the following

are extant:

(1) bag"t al-ahura', 1ts mr.nuscript 1Is proscrve'. 1n Beilrut.
(2) Al-Muhadarat wa”™l - Muhav/arat: As "2553 Mart.
S5npyKH ail—isxara 1,Tal an — Ka??. 121);95

90. Encyclopaedia of Islam, (ed. 1960), Vol. 1j p. 15S.
It 1s said that ”“bu Nuwas sati :'ized ,ou *ITbayda p.ttacl:in,T his

dubious character.-Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 11, p. 173*
91* Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. I, p, 15?.
92. llicholson, A Literi\ry History of the Jir—ibj, p. 3¥*

93* It 1s said that no Basrl atten—'ed hie fundrc.l rrr.yer due to compila
tion of his book, KitfVb al"Kath5:1ib on the criticr—sm of the Arabs-—

Ibn rh-1liki5.n, Vol. 11, 107;
Broc'Telmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 1l, p. INN2
o', Lutrus, Da'irr®, Vol. 11, p. 2kG\
Al-Suyilti, Bughya, p. T95;
Yaqut, Mu™ja™i'al-ITdab5, vol. 11, p—-. ~0-6l,;
Ibn :thallikan. Vol. 11, p. 10

95— Brockelmrnn, Suppl., Vol. |, p. 1G2.
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C3) 1.. al"x™iayl; ed. Hyderabad, 135%;
(1f) ~raga*id Jarir wa Farazdag, ed. A.A. Seven,

(5) IC Tafsxr Gno-rib al-"U3:*rn; Cairo 2nd 1: "O;

(6) A gasida on the rb.yine of the letter Berl. 7535» 2,

(7) Tasmiyatu Azv/aii al—Nabi: Sahiriyya Library, Damascus,

(8) Hataz al-Qu3:*an) This v/or’:, which xjas transmit'.0.—.

96

Loiden1905-1" j

3»

p. 70;~"A

by his pupil

*Al.1 b. ai—I-1tughir®. c—-.I-Athram, surv:.v3s In tw/o 15 (edition 1n

preparation in Cairo) 9/
The folloving works of Abu “Ubayda .seen. -0 be lost:

(1) K. al-Ma™Jn—Ilib;

(2/ Maqatil ITiarsan al—-""rb;

(3) AldIb3r al"Agaga \Ne=l Sar aro.;
("0 K. al-'Or:yian;

(5) K, al-Taj fi\—-Ansab;

(6) K. al-Mu3'"“nnif

8. al—ai:a N

(122/ 739-210/ 831)

Al—-Asma™t Abu 3a”id O0*bd al-I'lalilc 1tbn Qurnyb,

— 1:r.n of true Arab

descent, who was born at 3asra 1n 122/739, Th— nisba al-Asnia*t 1s derived

from one of his ancestors, Asma”’, Nt of al-3ahil:t from the

Naysite tribe al-Bahila, a relationship whicli 1s alluded at

poem of a contemporary poet, Al Asma*'! wqgs the pupil

of Abu

11l reputed
IN a satiric:..l

*Ainr al—"Ala*,

the leading philologist of Basra. He was a great tr:\.isLiitter of poetry.

on.  Encyclopaedia of Islam, (ed. 1960), Vol. 1, p.
97— Brockelmann (A.r.Tr,), Vol. 11, p.
98. Encyclopaedia of Islam, (ed. 1960), Vol. I, p.
99. Brockelmann, Supp., Vol. |, p. 162;

Cf* Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 11, pp.

100, Sncyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. I, p. 717,

178

1 38
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Ills astonishing erudition earned “or him the hi“hest concideration at

the court of Harun cil—-Rashij, while, both as an iInstructor and as a writer,
he wielded great influence 1n literary circles.He 1s distine;uished
from his predecessors by his excessive fiety, the expression of which 1s

evident even in his philological works. He was much more famous as a

grammerian than Abd ~Ubayda. Ke died in 21& 831 or 217/S32*

He wrote a larg3 number of books on a ™*reat many subjects of which

the following are extant:

(1) K. al-Fa.—j, ed. D.K. Muller SBWA 18?7; 1z) al—-V/ahur”, ed. Gyer
SBVA 1887; (3) IC al-i:i;—1l, ed. Illaffner SOTA 1895; K. al-11."", ed.
Haffner SB’VA 1896; (5) K. al-Ibil, ed. Illaffner, 1905; K. al—-Addad,

ed. Beirut, 1913; (7)) K. al-~Ur, Paris ~231; (8) 1> Ta”altu wa af™altu,
Cairo 2, 11, ?8; (9) MMchtsMlafat Alfazuli 'Vr—'ttafagat llg*"anlh: Damascus
Library, 2,60,129,7; (10) K. 1», al-Tns?.n, ed. Haffner, 1903;

(1'l) 3isalafi Sifat al-Ard va”l—Nabat?.t; Cairo, 2 VII, 173»

(12) K. FuhowWwt al-'lhutira+ ed. Ch. Torrey 2DMG, 1711, 65, "87-316;

(13) Tarllih Muluk al-Arh al-Awwalin min Bani Hud wa Cji™i—ithim, Paris, 6726;

(1) Al-Arma*"at, ed. Ahlawardt, Samuilunjon'.tter arr.bischer, Dichter,i,
lel". , 197"

(1) Al-Nabat wa*1 Sj”*jar, ed. Heffner, Beirut, 1898;
(16) K. ~l—-Fara”;

(17) K. al-Arajiz; |1 Baghdad, Haffner, Almania, 1, 3009;
(18) K. al—-Maysar;

(19) K, al-I*tiia”.. Mesh. Fac. IXI1, 1;

(20) K. WasSya Muluk al-"~Arb, Paris 6738.""

101. Al-Anbari, Nuzhat, pp. 137-53e
It 1s said that the anthology known as al—-Asmailyyat was madd by

al-A"ma*"! for Harun al-Rarjlild.
— Dr. S.M. Husain, Sarly Arabic Odes, p. XVITI,

102. Nuzhat, op. cit., p. 151;
Ibn Na’lm, Fihrist, p. 33«

103. Brockelmann, Supp, Vol. 1, p. 16V
C”. Brockelmann CAr.Tr.), Vol. 11, pp. 178-30;

Cf, 'Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. |, p. 718.
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9, ABU AH—iUSAN SAID 3. I-JVADA
(d.' 221/S35)

Abu al—-Hasan Sa™d bin llas®da was known as al-Al:lifa:—~h al"Mu.jashi

the protege of the Banu Mujaohi” b, "Cariffi and one 0? ':he felost famous
grammarians of Basra. He was born at Bal” ar® came to settle at Basra
where he lived till his death. He Vv/as a prtminent ijramr.arian of his a”e»

/¥
lie was known as al—Akhfash al—Awsat* 107

He studied grammar with Abu Shamir al-Illuftazihi™™** and Sibawayh,

although he was older 1In age than both of them, Then ho came In contact
with the scholars, Sibawayh Vvas associated v.dth. It v,as he who g*we
lessons on al—Kitab and made i1t popular. Sibaml—yh could not teach his

book to his students during his life time. But after his death al-Akhfash

expounded 1t to “~Umar al-Jarm.i, Abu *IT-yiman al-liaslnx and others.
107, ( Al-Al and
derived from N

— Butrus, Daira, Vol. IT,_p. 63",
— Gf, Edward .Villiam Louie, Arabic—-En”lish Loxicon, Part 1I1.
There were eleven A™Mhfashes v,ho were the masters of the philology

and grammar. - Al-Suyutx, al-Huzhir, Vol. 11, "53-55.

(1) Al"Akhfash al-Akbar: His name was Abu al-Xhr.ttab, Olbd al-Haniid
b. *Ajd "—Hajid b. <Ad (d, 177/793). was‘the pupil of Abu
r"mr al-"Ala™ He was the first man who proviJ®*ed ancient poems
with 1nter—-linear commentary, and ho collected together numerous

dial«ctial terms-— Sibav/ayh was his p.inci;™Mr.l pupil as well as

Abu 3ai”™, \ou "~Ubayda and al-Asma**x (Encycl6'r."dia of Islam,
Vol. 1, p. 321).

(2) Al-A*c]™Ma,"» al"Awsat, as mentior.ed.
(3) \1"\khfash al-As;™'ir; His name was Abu al-liasan ~Ali b. 3"laym”™n

b. al-Mufaddal, a pupil of al Mubr.rrid and He gained
distinction by introducing the "rammr.tic-'l .tudies of al-Ba'“Ixdrd
iInto Sgypt, where Jllined al-i1:ahhas was his pupil. He wrote a
eirammatlc™.l work which was studied and annotated I1n Spain— He
died 1n 3'13/927. — Ibi1i.,

\J7mad Ibn ~Tmran b. Sn.lama al-"*nl, compiler of ~:1?rfb al-
Muw~tta* who die'l before 237 '

(3™ "hman™ b.Kuhammai Al-Maw”?ill compiler of Kit2bu Ta<'lll al-"i1i.a'st,
\n0n2 them, the first three Vv/cre vjry fa.Tons'[ N~ N
— M-SuytiJ;l, al-::u-.hir. Vol. 11, pj.
1'r5. ~ncyclopaeli—i1 of Islam (TT-du?, Vo . I1Il, p.
106. Yaqut, Kwjam al-uUd'itbnd Vo". ,:1, p. 229;

Al—-Anb\ri, ;NMui.hat, pp. 18~-83.
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M—-Kis5’1 pr??ente'» him seventy D—:"rr " * ~ '1 'Jver al—-Kitab to

Al"\khfash (51«1 during the yS'-—r Z2"N/"Z'3e

i . 1
Among his works the follovdng n'Tner. h .ve con “ov.ii to Us: 08
(1) Kit*b al"Awsgt fil-Nalr.v; (2) TCitab Tafsir ar.i1 ™l jirpn;
(3) 1:1t5.b al"i1:aqayis fil-Illahv/; () Kit*b r.I-loMtiqgan; (5) Kitsb al-Arud;
(6) I'ttab al—;:o.v;afi; (7) Kitab Ma U-C™i4; (G) Kitrb al-—Muiak;
(9) Kitab al-i:9s"M1l al-ICablr; (10) ::1t“Db 'L Q. iilr;

(110 r'litab al-"Arbara; (12) Kitab 'vagf al-"MMai;(1jJO ICitab al-Agwat;

(1™) Kitab .jif";; al—-H”anam va ~.ly/auiha.; (15) r.itab ~arib al-/7ufen;

(16) Kitab I-la*ani *"1-~ur™n; (M: 3h—111, 69;220); (1?) 2zZV-i'li Abyat al-l1-lu~ayat;
(Vat. V- 977, 7); (15) Tafsir a?. '“"nv/aiTi: (Kalcbnba I—-usain Chalbti).

Ct tiie™e the last three books are extant.

His Kitab al—-"ai'tb al-"uran v;as used by al-"?jjJ?.1b1 ({*.";27/1C350 ,
Cat. 3rit. Hus. No. 821, and ']is Kitab al"l-tu*y—~t, '.vMch ufter the
lijanner of the book Ix Abyat al Ma”anl explained di_ficu].t verses, IS
often quoted In the IChiz*nat al-'Adab (i1, 391, 1™, 11, JOC, 1?, 111, 3"
at the bottom, 527, 20) Comp. Ibn ~utayba (ed. °:ViiGtoiif) p. 271*7N"*A

107. Al-Suyuti, Bu”™hya, p. 278.

108. Butrus, op. cit., Vol. I, p, 675;
Ibn Nadira, op. cit., p. 52;
Ibn IHiIallikan, Vol. |, p. 208;

Yaqg't, Mu*am nl-'7dab”™J Vol. XI, p. 230;
Al-Suyutl, Bughya, p. 3572.

109. Brockelmann, Guppl<tmpnt, Vo!l. I, p. 163

110. Ibi—7;
Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 1l, p. 8S7
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10. AL-JARMI

Abu ™Jraar Salih b. Ishag al-Bajxll (al-Jarr:;!) was a protege of

Bajila b. \nniar b. lra”™ b. al-G];awyi, brother to al-Aad b. al-Ghaw”".

Others sw, that he (al-Jarml) wae a protoge of Jarni b. Rabban, Jarm

being on* of tho Arab tribes from Ydcen.

He learned grammar from al—-Akhfash and others ai— studied The Book

of Sibawayh with him. Although he met Yunus b, he did not meet
Sibawayh. He learned about language from Abu Zayd, al-Asma*'t and their

associates.He died In 223/7A39—-/""\N

His works are :s follows:

(1) Kitab Mul”tagar Nahw al—-Muta *allimin (Abridouient of the grammar of
the learned);

(2) Kitaj Q7arlbi Sibawayh (The strange 1n Sibawnyh);
(3) Kitab al-Tatiinia wa*1"Jam* (The Dv.al and the plur:l) ;
(h) Kitabu'l-Abniya wa*l-Tasrlf (Structures and 1iiflection) ;
(5) rCltab al-Fariith awi*l—-garh;
(?) Kitab al—-Qawafi

Kitab al—-Abnlya

11. ab5-™MTTj::w! bakr b.kuhammad XL-rlz'*ui al-basri

Abu ATTthffian Bakr b.lluhammad al—Mazinl was one 0" the eminent

grammarians of Basra, His nick—name was Abu ~U”an. He was from Banu
liozin b.Shayban b. I}Jjunl b. '*a“laba b, “Ulcaba b. Sa™b b, b, Bakr

b, wa’'il. His father's name was Muhammad ibii 1IT.0™0, the grammarian and

th— rerd™r of the ur1rman”?

111. 1Ibn Nadim, Fihrist, pp. 56-57*

112 =« Al—-Anbarl, Nuzhat, p. 203;
Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.;, Vol. 1. p 162

113* Ibn Nadim, al-ITihrlat, p. 57.
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He learnef® grammar from "bu “TTbayda, Al-Asraa™ anr’. Abu 3ayd al-

Ansari. He was the leader of thA as well as a litterateur.

Even it is said that he was the greatest 2 - ' after Sibawayh.

He was the first Basri grammarian Yho formulated the 'Science of

Stymology" ( ) as an i1ndependent branch of Il:nowle®"ge— Before him

115
only the knowledge of syntex ( ) was iIntroduced and compiled there—

He was very much skilled 1n solvin:;; the gr-—""niiatical problems. 3ven

he was i1nvited for this purpose locally and outcido. Al-V.rthig, the ninth
Caliph of the'Abbasid dynasty (d.23~/""S) called him for the grammatical
correction of a verse composed by a slave girl. Ho drt, the same and got

from the Caliph as a reward five thousand silver coinc (dirhams)e/M?\2

He died 1n 279/S63, and accordino to some 1n 2*1-8/862, while according to

others 1In 277/861.
He was very pious. Once he dictated “he Book of i1Stbawayh to some of
his pupils and they wished to ;1ve him one laldi a.. a rev.ard, but he

refused to accept 1t as there were three hundred verses of the Holy '"ur n

In The 300k, In fact he was a Faqgqih gramiirrian.

The following names of his works h”ve come down to us: 118
Ma yalhan fih al-"Aigjiia; (2) IC. al-Alif and Lam;
(3) k. al-=Ta:jrif; (.) Ic. al=-"Arud; (5) k. al=-"1 —\afl;
(6) al-Dlbaj f.Vla IUuntlal min Kitab Abr
114.  1bn al-“Tmad, Shadhrat, Vol. I1Il, p. 113;
Brockelmann (Ar.”™ ,), Vol. 11, p. 162;
Yaqut, Mu®am al-Udaba* Vol. VII, p, 10S;
Al—-3uyuti, 3ughya, p. 202.
115. Jurji Zaynain, Tarikh Adab al-Lu-—hat al-"Arabiyya, Vol. |1, p. 20S;
Kustafa ’Aad AllahT*i1Cashf al-Sunttn, Vol. |, p* 288.
116. I1bn”*Nadlm, al-2ihrij~t. p. 57; I~n Khallikan, Vol. 1, . 93;
Yaqut, al-Udaba-' Vol. 11, p. 111,
Al—-I1*atib, Baghdad, Vol. VII, pp. 93-9™"\
117. 1bn I01allikan, Vo?,. | p, 93;

Yaqut, Kirjam al-Udaba; Vol. VII, p. 1/7.

118. Al-Suyuta, Bu”:”a, p. 203;
Of. Ibn Nadlm,ij/—rihrisw, p. 37*
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THE KUFI SCHOOL OF ARABIC QRAMMAR

Kufa was a celebrated city« seuth ef the ruins ef Babylen™ en the

western am ef the Euphrates« which later disappears 1n the swaaps west
ef Wasit* It was In clese proximity te Mra« the famous capital ef the

Lakhmite kingst which lay three miles te the south*

After the battle ef Qadlslya the Arabs”™ built a strongly defended

camp by the command of Caliph “~Umar on this site I1n order to control more

easily the people of the newly conquered province*#?

1* The usual meaning of the word al-Kufa 1s a "round sand hill"* According
to AI-A”ran,M"the word *takauwafa* (from which the noun K”~a comes)
means the reunion of people**. Others say that circular places when

sandy, are K”a; still others call land rich 1In pebble» ISM and sand*
kufa* " Al-Baladhur£l FutuhtCl-Buldan, (1st ed*, Cairol319H), p* 284,

Taqut al-Rumif Mu”™Jam al-Bih.dan, Vol* 1V, p* 322;
Cf. Hamadhani, Kitab al-Buldan, (ed* Lydon, 1302H), pp* 162-*63;
Cf* Al-Mugaddasl, Ahsan al-TagaseEm fifHa”rifat al-Agalim, p* 116*

The name therefore would Indicate that the olddst part of the town
was built on an eminence of this kind*

— Taqut al-Rw£, Mut“jam al*Buldan, Lee* cit* Kufa 1s on the Matt
Hindiya brance of the Euphrates, some 90 miles south of Bagdad* Here
developed as a political, theological, and cultural centre—under the
Umayyad and early”Abbasid Caliphs. The Arabic script called Kufic

developed here. — Sncyclopedia Americana Vol* I, p* 406. One of the
chief quarters of Kufa was Al-Kunasa - 'the place of the Sweepings' -
which lay on the desert side of the town, and all round stood palm -
groves which produced excellent dates* - Strange, Lands of the Eastern

Caliphate, p* 711; Cf* Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol, 13t p. 303*

It 1s said that the sheep market ((Kundsa(literally: garbage)) of KSfa
was the centre of social, literary and grammatical discussions of Its
inhabitants* - Cf* Hourani and Stern, The Islamic City, p* 89*

2* According to the persian tradition, however, there at Kufa had been

on the same site a town built by the mythical king Hashang ofthe
Pishdad dynasty, which fell 1n time completely Into ruins and |?a™d b*

Abl Waqqia had t* rebuild 1t. — Encyclopaedia Islam, V*I. 11, p.1105;
— Cf. Al-Mugaddasi, Loc* cit*

3» Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 11, p, 1105» Kufa perhaps was built one or
two years later than Ba”ra: according to some in 17/ 638, and
according to others not until 18/ 639*
— Yaqut, Mu<jam al-Buldaa, V*I. 1V, p. 323; Farid Wajdi, Da'lra,
Vol* VIII, pp. 322-23; Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol* 13, p* 503;
— Cf. Encyclopedia Americana, Vol* |, p* 406;
— Cf* Strango, The lands of the Eastern Caliphate, p* 711.
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During the Caliphat® #f ~Al1 (R)™ It became the capital of the Muslim

W«rid.

During the Umayyad and early”™Abbasid period this was the place where

the w#rk et collecting and recording the poetry of the pre-—lelamic time

was pursued with ardkur*

This city controlled the great trade routSi east and west, north

%Nnd «outh, by land and water. Thus both war and commerce brought to Kufa
tribes from the remotest parts of Arabia and many of their chiefs took

up theilr abode permanently there. The Arabs who had settled among the

Aramaic speaking populations of Mesopotamia lost the purity of the language

of the Qui”an by deterioration of this speech,” Kufis strongly felt

the necessity of studying the science of grammar.

In a word the same phenomenon happened here at Kufa as 1t had

happened at Basra. After this as the first impulsey iInterest In the subject
spread rapidly. The students of Kufa were going to Basra to study Arabic
grammar and the well known Bosrite scholars were coming to Kufa to supply
the knowledge of the new science to the common people. There were also

some local learned men who began to deal with linguistic problems*

In this way the K™l school of grammar came into existence about

one hundred years after the death of Abu *“-*Aswad al-Du*ali.® The founda-
tion of the new school was laid by Abu Ja~far al-Suasi*

At first this school was an extension of the Basxd school, but very

b««n 1t grew Int« a rival ane#10

It 1s said that among the Sahaba OIlll (fi) was the first man who came
to Kufa. — Al-Mugaddaslt Ahsani™“L-Tagasim fi1i Ma”~ifat al-Agalim,p. 116.

The correct opinion perhaps 1s that as a Caliph he came to Kufa first.
— Cf. Hamadluini9 Kitab al-Buldan, p. 165* d

3» Joseph Hell, The Arab Civilization (Tr« by S. ~uda Ba”, ed.
England), p. 36%

6. Ibid.,
/. Ibid.,
8. Ibid.,

9* Abu “"l—-Aswad, hh9 first grammarian of Basra lived during the seventh
century whereas al—-Ri&si the first grammarian of Kufa lived 1n the
eighth century.

10. Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. Il, p. 197.
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N PROMINENT KUFI QRAMMASIANS

1. ABU JA<7AE AL—HUASI
(d .187/ 802)

The name «f al—-R”s1 was Muhammad b. Al—-Hasan b. Abu Sara, and

11
he was called al”Bu'asl account «f the fact that he had a big head*

He was alse called al—-N£Ill because he used te reside at NiIl* a tewn

between Kufa and Baghdad*

He travelled te Basra several times and learned grammar as well as

ether sciences* He was a pupil Abu "Aou. 2abbin b* Al-*Ala™ al—-Basrl

and Abu ~Ufflar *Isa b* ~Umar al-T"gafi al-Basri* He was the nephew mt

the grammarian Abu Muslim Mufedh b« Muslim al-*Harra' al-Kufi*

He waa the tut«r mf eAbd al-Malik b* Marwan (d#86/705)o Al-Farra*

and al«*Kisa'l learned grammar frem him* Al-iyialll wr«te his beek
fellewing the be*k mt Al-Bu'asl* Even the king ef the Arabic grammar,
Slbawayh, wrete his great b«ek *Al-Kitab” imitating the beok ef Al-Bua si*"

He was the first Kufi grammarian whe cempesed a boek on gramnvr
named al-Faygal (Judgement)*"* He had an i1ndependent epinion about the

“‘rif«JTef the Holy Quitan* This founder of the Kufi school died 1n 187/ 802!»

11* Al-Suyuti, Bu”~ya, p. 33; Al-Anbiori, Nuzhat, p* 65;
Ibn Nadlm, al-Trhrist* p* 67; Taqut, Mu*3amal-ITdaba®, Vol. 18, p. 122

12* Kitab al«-Ovyint the first Arabic dictionary?*
Ibn Nadifflt al-Fihrilsty Loc* cit; Al-Anbarl, Nuzhat, Loc. cit»

13* Slbawayh in his Al-Kitab« by al*Kuff£ means al—-Kisi*
Al-Suyu”™i1, al—-Muzhir, Vol. 11, p. ~00;
Al-Suyutr,~Bubhya, p. 33;

Yaqut', Mu*jam al-Udaba', Vol* 18, p. 122;
Brockelmann (Ar*Tr*), Vol* Il» p. 197,
1~*  Al-Suyutf£, al—-Muzhir, Loc. cit*;

N «Bu”tya, « W
Ibn Nadim, al-Fihristf p* 6" ;
Yaqutf Mutafflf loc« cit*;
Brockelmann (Ar*Tr*)f loc. cit*

1" Bu”ya, Loc* cit¥*;
Brockelmann» Loc* cit*
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Am«ng hla w«rks the f«ll«wlng names have ceme dewn te us all ef which

seem te be lest*

1* Kitab al-Faygal (The Judgement);

2* Kitab al*Tayhlr (The Diminutive);

3# Kitabu Ma™ani *1—-Quran (The Meaning ef the Quran) which is queted
till teday;

iIf. Kitab al->Wagf wa*l-Abtidaifl-Kablr wa*lI-~ffhlr (The Large and ~all
Seek ef stepping a ™ Starting);

5* Kitab al-Wahid wa'l Jam” (Singular and Plural);

6* Seme Rudiments ef peems*/™"

2*  ABU HUSIIIH IBN MUSLIMA AL—HARRA'AL—iOJFi
(d.190/805)

Abu Muslim Mu”adh 1bn Muslim al-Harra™™” was bern 1In the reign ef

Yazld b«*Abdul«Malik« He was the pretege te Mu“mmad b« Ka”b al-Qora”™i1*"~"

His by—name was Abu ”~Alil but his father called him Abu Muslim.

He waa the paternal uncle ef al-Biiasl« Al—-Kisal studied with him

the science ef reading ef the Qui®™n as well as grammar* He died 1In

190/805t er accerding te seme In the year that the Barmakids were ever

threwn namely 18?/803** He lived a leng life ef over one hundred years.”

He had a gre&t number ef children and grand children but during his life

time all passed away*

16. Bu~hya, ep. ¢t/ p. 3
Cf. Yaqut, Mu<jam al-Udaba, Vel# 18, pp. 122-28.
17 Harra* with an ~Alif Maradud»”™ means « dealer 1n the cloth ef Hirat,

a tewn ef Khlfrasan. and this was the trade Of M\:&dh«
— Ibn 1™Mallikin, ep. cit., Vel. 11, p. 105.

18. Al-Qara”™1 means a dealer 1n Qarz; Qarz i1s the name given te the

leaves ef th” Salam tree* a material used In taning. Salam tree 1s
a kind ef desert tree having yellew blessem”,

19. Breckelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vel. 11, p. 197,
Ibn al-Imad, SJiadhrat, Vel. I, p. 316.

20. I1bn NadXfli, al-~Fihristy p. 65*
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He was the first man t« have cempesed (the science

P1 -
f Jtymelegy) at Kufa* He wr#t© great number Of treatises en grammar,

nane ef which were ever published* He professed the s*"”*i1te dectrines*
and left seme peetry. He als* cempased a werk on the genniii (

their government *and genealogy*

3. AL—KISA»I
((189/ 805)

Abu al-Hasan ~AI£ b* Hamza b* ~“Abdullah b» *Uthman was born at
Kufa** He was the leader of the Kufl grammarians and i1s well known to

all as a;—Kisa*i1.""

He studied with al-Huasi, Mu”adh al-Harra'"and a group of other

scholars I1n his native town*

After having studied In his own town* he went to Basra to read with

al—-Khalil b* Ahmad who advised him to go and study language among the
Bedouin tribes of Najd, “"jaz and Tihama* Following the advice of his

teacher, he acquired an encyclopaedic knowledge of the language from the

Bedouin tribes*

21. Al-Suytti, AlI-Muzhir, Vol. 11, p. MOO;
Jurji1 Zaydan, Tafrikh alMdab al-Lugh»t al-Arabiyya, Vol*ll, p. 133;
Brockelmann, (Ar*Tr*), Vol* Il, p**197,;

Al-Suyutl, Bughya, p. 293*

22* 1t 1s said that his grand father belonged to the persian origin and

his name was Bahman i1bn Flruz, a protege of the Banu Agad, i1nstead
of *Abd Allah b* 2TJthman*
AlM"Anbari, Nuzhat, > 8I;

Al-Suyutl, Bughya, p. 336;
Ibn Nadim, al-Fihriet, p* 65*

23* Ho 1s called al—-Kisa*i1 because he used to attend the class of Mu*adh
al*Harra, wearing a Kisa*, a mantle, whereas others wore cloaks*

Some say that he went on Pilgrimage putting on a Kisa**
Ibn Khallikant op. cit*, Vol* I, p. 33l;

Ibn al->"Inad, Shadhrat* Vol* I, p. 321,
Al—Anbarl, Nuzhat, p* 8%,
Al—-Suyuti, Bughya, p* 336*

2*t. Tiqut, al—Ud«bi’, V.I. XIIl, p. 169.
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Vi
Then he returned te Basra but ceuld net meet with al-Khalil as he

had already died* In the meantime Tunus b« “bib al-Basri occupied the

place ef al-Khalil 1n respect ef grammatical discussiens*

Hewever, he went te Baghdad and made 1t his permanent abede where he

taught chiefly QuxManic dictien”™ first accerding te the methed ef his
master Hamza al-Zayyat (dol56/773) and afterwards he fellewed a methed ef
his ewn*" He was the seventh reader ef the Seven Canonical Headers «f

the H«ly

He was engaged tuter by Caliph Harun al—Rashid fer the educatien ef

his twe sens, Amin and Mas”™« He was very dear and clesely attached te the

Caliph*He alse get ten thousand dirhams (silver ceins) as a reward

frem Caliph Al-Mahdi (d.11f9/785).

23* Al—Anbarif Nuzhat, p* 82;
Breckelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vel. XI, p« 198.

26. Yaqut, Mu”3am al«TJdaba’, Vel. XII1l, p« 167«
There was anether reader ef the Qu®an al-Kisa'l al-Sag”r Mummad
b. Yahya by name* — Ibid*, p* 168* The names of the Seven Caneaical

Readers ef the Hely Quitan e as fellews: ) — Abu *Amr b* al-"AXa"
(d.15v770), (2) Nafi“b. Ubd al-Rahman b. Abl Nutfay™al-Madani,

(d.169/ 785), (3)*'Abd Allih Ibn Kayilr (d*120/738), W ~Asim b*
Bahdala (d.128/776), (5) ”~Abd Allah b. ~Amir al-Ya]?subi (d.118/736),
(6) Hamza b* Habib al-Zayyat (d.156/777~/73) and (7)'al—Kisa»l.

— Ibn Nadim, al-Fihrist, pp. 28-29; /
— Cf« Jurji Zaydan, Tc*rlldi Adab al-Lu”that al-Arabiyya, Vel* 1,
pp. 2"1-"2.

27« Once al—-Rashld sett In his audience hall and said, "who among the
people 1s the most honoured by service 7” They replied, ”The commander
of the faithful (the Caliph)”* He said, ”"No, but rather al-Kisa'l,
for al-Amin and M~un serve him*. When al-Kisa'l fell seriously i1ll
at Rayy al—-Rashid visited him several times*

— Ibn Nadim, op* cit*, p* 63;
— Yaqgé&t, MuMjam al-TTdabar Vol* XI1Il, p* 167.
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Al—-Kisa't held th« eplnl*n that the grammar Is (analogy)
P8 a.. —1li/".J
Ho recited:

Graomar la an analegy which Is te be fellewed

And with Its help benefit can be derived frem everythlngf
When granunar equipped yeungmdn with eye”slght.

He walked freely In the demaln ef langitage and then was followed by (ethers)

Re died In ene ef the Tillages ef Bayy named Banbuya 1In I89/80&:>A\«’\
Al—-—Klsa'l was net specially streng In grammar though Imam”Shafl”r

praised him exceedingly*” Of ceurse« he was called the Faqlh grammarlan™?
In any casey he had nusereus adversariest whem he dealt with 1n a fashlen

neither henest ner justf netably Slbawayh* Se al-7azldf£ satirized him

with the fellewlng ceuplet?: /M 0]

Klsa't has destroyed graicinarf
And Ibn GJt"sala detrred (lIt)*

And X see Al-Ahmar a buck,
Se feed the buck with bran*

28* Al-ZtxJjaJdi J™rab al-—Qu/an, Vel* 1, (In the Intreductlen chapter) p«8«

29. But ether said t~t al—-KlIsi1't died 4t Tus I1n 182 or 183H. It 1s sald
that both al—-Klsa*£ and the Chief Justice Imam Abu Yusuf were buried

on the same day. For this reason Harun al-HaaM.d used to say that
he buried Al-Flgh and grammar at al*Rayy«
— Ibn Nadlm, op« clt.* pp* 29t 65*

According to eome It was Muhammad b« Al-"san, the judge and the
follower of Imam Abu Qanlfa Instead of Imam Abu Yiisuf*

— Taqut, Mu”jam al-Udabiit Vol. XII1l, p. 192;

— Ibn al-‘Imad, Shadhrat, Vol. 1, p. 521;

— Taqut, Nu*Jam aT-luldan, Vol. Il, pp. 324-25.

Still ethers said that Mulammad b* Al*"san al-Shaybanle
— Brockelaann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 1I, p. 1907

However, ao regards the year of Klsa'l's death opinions differ.
They are as follows* 180, 182, 183, 185, 189, of irtxich the last one

Is preferred by Brockolmann. - Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Lee. clt.
30. Encyclopaedia of Islam, (ed. 1927), Vol. 11, p. 1036.
3le Tiqut, Mu*Jam al-Udabli\ Vol. XIIl, p. 176.

32. Al-Suyutl, Buthya, p. 336.
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He had a hast af pupils and ama™g wham Abmrf*HAIth al-Lal'yl Db«
Khalidt Yahya b* Zlyad al-Farra™ and Abu “tTbayda al-Qasim b. Sulayman were

famaus.™

Of bis warks the fellewing names have ceme down to us* ef which the

35
last three are extant*

1. Kitabu Mu”~tajgar fi al**Nawb; 2* K> Ma”ani*! Quran;
3* K» al-Sira*at; K* al-~Adad; 5* K» al-Nawadir al-Kablr;
6. Ko alNawadir al-Awsat; 7» K. al—Nawadir al-Asfehar:

K> lkhtilaf al-"Adad; 9# K» Magqtu al-Quitgn Wa Mawauluh;
10. K. al"HAjan;, 11# K. al—-Magadir; 12, K« Ashlar al-Mu*liyat wa

Tara*iqiha; 13* K. al*Ha'at al*Muknabiha fl al-Quran;
I"f. K. al-Huruf;

15. Ria&la fi Lfcban al-<'Anma. ed. V. Verf. ZA X111, 37-ke (Vgl. N«ld*ke
eb« 111-5} a” ed* "Abd al*Azf£z al-Maimanl also Ne* 1 der Talat

Rasail, k, 13"4H;

16* K. al—Mushtabih fi*"l-Qurfln« Paris 665* » N k« al—-Mu”~tabihat
S* Pretzlt Islamica VI, 2/1*

17* Tadlgat ~Ala Siyagh. al«Talag a 1n cinem Verse Br* Mus. Supply 1203* XU.

33* Al-Anbarif Nuzhat, p. 82*

3**  1bn Nadim, ap. cit.y p« 6";
Taqut, Mu*jam al-Udaba/ Val. XI1Il, p. 303;
Al—-Suyu”, Bughya, p. 337e

35* Brackelmann Suppl. Vel. |, p. 178;
Cf. Encyclapaedia f Islam, Val. 11, p. 10360
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K. AL—FAHHA":
(a*tV76i-207/ 822)

Abu Zakariyya”“Yahya b. Ziyad b, Abdullah al-Farra was the most
illustrious grammarian of Kufa. ™ He was born at Kufa i1n 17fV7/761l, of a

family which was the nativd of Daylam. He remained as a protege of an

Arab clan, the Asad™” or the Mingar.”S

He was one of the founders of the Kuff school, and was regarded

the greatest grammarian of this schoolln fact he held a high place

in the list of the Kufans who were iInfluenced by al—-Ei&s£ and al-Kisa'l.

He generally used to meet al-Kisa't I1n Baghdad even In his advanced

9

age, whenever any problem of grammar arose* It 1s not admissible to
accept that at that time the division between the school of Kufa and
that of Basra had already assumed the iIntensity which 1t later attained

during the grammarian's pple&3dnijcs at the end of the ~rd/9th century and
the following*™»
Al—-Farra”™ seems iInfact to have made wide use of direct Inquiry

among the Bedouin informants like his contemporaries, but to some degree
he was Influenced by Basran scholars such as Yunus, “lsa b. “Umar al-

Thaqgafx, al-Asma*'t, Abu Zayd Al-Ansari as well as Abu “Ubayda,"**

36. Al-Farra'was his nick name* The meaning of the term al-Farra”is

not the Furrier, but one who skins, 1.e. scrutinises language.
Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 1l (ed. 1960-65)» p* 806;
Al—-Suyuti, Bughya, p. 411,

Ibn Khaitlikan, op. cit., Vol* 1I, p. 229*

37* Al—-Khatib al-Baghdad, TaVi” Baghdad, Vol. X1V, p. 179;
Al—Anbari, Nuzhat, p. 37;
Ibn Khailikan, op* cit., p. 228

38. 1bn Nadim, al-Fihrist, p. 0606.

39. Farid Wajdi, Da’tra, Vol. VII, p. 139-
"O. Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. Ill, p* 806.
N Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol.1l, pp. 806-7.
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He had an Intimate knowledge of The Book of Sibawayh# Ahmad Db.

Ja~far narrated that some fragments of The Book of Sxbawayh which he
taught to his pupils were found under the ptllow of al-FarraC Infact
the problem of the Basran influences on him remains partly obscure, since
the evidence 1s contradictory* In any case he does not seem to have

undergone direct iInfluences of master or disciple*
By dint of his personality, the austerity of his habits, his disin-

terestedness 1n luxuries and also as a resiilt of his relation to the
"liph al-Rashid he was appointed tutor by the Caliph to his two sons.

So he deserved the fame and position which his erudition llad won for him*-"

His knowledge was encyclopaedic and derived simultaneously from

hadlth, figh, astrology, medicine* the ”Days of the Arabs’* and naturally

from gramraar. ™™ Even he was called Amir al-Mi/minin 1n grammar.”5 He was

a Mu~tazilt minded person but he had no real gift for ~Im al-Kalam»”™®
i1If2. Ibid.
k3. Ibid;

Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 11, p. 199;

Al-Khatib al-Batfhdad, Tari1”™ Baghdad« Vol. XIV, p. 150;

Farfd Wajdi, Dtt'ira, Vol. p« 171,

Encyclopaedia of Islam, Loc. cit.;

Al—Anbarl, Nuzhat, pp.”132-337?
Yaqut, Mu'jam al-TJdaba®, Vol. XX, p. 11;

Al—-Khatib. Tgfrrkh Baghdad. Vol. XIV. r= 151.

~5. Al-Khatib, Tarikh Baghdad« p. 152;
Yag”, Mu'*am, op. ciF., p. 13;
Al—-Anbarl, Nuzhat, p. 135»

"G. Ibn Khallikan, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 229*
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Above all, as a grammarian of the Kufi school the name of al-Farra

had been perpetuated at home and abroad. His immediate disciples like

Salama™”™ b. 7~Asim, Abu ~TTbayd b. Sallam and others were of great

Importance 1n that respect.

It 1s worth noting that his authority extended as far as Spain*

Even Ji1Jdi™ of Toledo owed to al-Farra” iuid the Kufans. ™ This:'is why i1t

1Is s™id that had there not been Al-Farra”, the Arabic language would have
collapsed, because he refined it as well as preserved i1t from decay.50

Al—FarrVdied at the age of sixty three In 207/822 while he was on his

way to Mecca

NT . He was an associate pupil of al-Farra® although he was himself a
prominent scholar of Kufa* He was reliable In his quotations, and

an authority on grammar. He quoted all the books of al-Farra, without
deviflAfeti® from him. He died while conversing with him.

— Ibn Nadim, al—Fihrist, p. 67

N"8. He was an eminent Andalusian grammarian. He died 1In

— Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. Il, p. 57**
49. 1bid., Vol. 11, pp. 806-/.
50. Ibn Khallikan, op. cit., Vol* |1, p. 228;
Al—Anbari, Nuzhat, p. 127;
Brockelmann (Ar.Tr*), Vol. I, p. 199;
Farid Wajdi, Da’ira, Vol. 7, p. 139*
51. Ibn al—-~Imad, Shadhrat, Vol. 11I, p, 19;
Al—-Anbarl, Nuzhat, p. 137;
Ibn Khallikan, op. cit.. Vol. I, p. 229;
Ibn Nadira, al-Fihrist, p. 67,
Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 11, p, 200.

Al—-Farra’ spent most of his time at Baghdad, where throughout his
life he enjoyed allowances from the Caliphs* Then, 1t was just
before his death that he went to Kufa, where he stayed only for

forty days among his people, and distributed among them out of
kindness what he had saved In Baghdad.

— Ibn Nadlm, Loc. cit., pp. 66-7,;
— Al-"atib al-Ba”dad, V r i1~ Baghdad, Vol. XIV, p. 1/M9.
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work™s of Al-—Farra’ consist of writings on grammar and

lexicography. The following works of his are extant

(1) K* Ma*ani*l-Quran, diktiert 202-7/817“9» No. ~59° vehbi Et. 66
(Photo Berl» Cod* Sim* or. 37»1 Bitter Isl. XVII, 37"9» Pretzl*
Islamica VI, 16);

(2) M-Fa”ir fil-Amj~al, Fa—i1ih ~009;
(3) K. al-Maqgsur wb?l-HaliLdud, Brussa TJHlum Gaini 2DMG 68, "9;

(™) K# al—Mudhakkar wa™l—-Muannath, ed. Mustafa al-Sara”™ Beirut,
Halab 13*H-:

(5) K. al-A/lyyam wal-Layali: Labli 1903) Qd. Cairo 137V'*955*

Of his writings on Arabic grammar K. al—-Hudud i1s famous* He wrote

IT In two years on the request of the Caliph al-Kiamun and In 1t he

collected all the rules of Arabic grammar* ™\ |t consists of 67 Chapters
dealing with 1™ab, MM 2pbut 1s not extant.

5. AL-MUFADDAL - AL-DABBI
(1176/ 7186)

Abu al-Abbas or Abu Olbd al-Rahman Al-Mufaddl.1 b. Muhammad b.

Ya™aJM b* “Amr b. Salim b. Al-Rakmal Al-pabbl was from the tribe of Banu
Tha”lab b* al-Said 1bn pabba. He was a renowned grammarian as well as a
philologist of the Kufi school. His father was a recognized authority on
the war”™ of the Arabs, on the frontiers of Khurasan from 30 to 90H.

So 1t 1Is possible that Mufaddal was born In this region*™»

52* Brockelmann Supp”?/, Vol. |, pp* 17?8-9;
Cf* Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 11, p* 808*

53(a) Yaqut, Mu*jam, Vol. XX, p* 12; Brockelmann (Ar.Tr*), Vol.ll, p. 199;
Ibn " Illikan, op* cit., Vol* 11, p. 228;

Al—-Khatib al-Baghdad, T~rlkh Baghdad, Vol. 1, p. 179,

(b) According to the Fihrist, 6? chapters, we possess the list of

chap., but al-Suyutl, Bughya gave it as ™6 and al-Zubaydl 150,
speaks of 60* — Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 11, pp. 806—/.

It Is said that the work was imitated by the Kufan Ibn Sa'“dan
(d.231/87f5). 1bid.

5. James Lyall, The Mufaddaliyyat, p. XI.
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As a partisan oZ the house of *Alil, he took part In the rising
headed by IbrSMm b* **Abdullah, brother of al—-Nafs al-Zakiyya against
the "Abbasid Caliph al-iMansur. The movement was put down and Ilbrahim
was killed; al-Mufaddal was taken prisoner but the Caliph pardoned him

and appointed him the educational iInstructor to his son, the future
Caliph al-Mahdi.* Then he worked iIin Kufa as a philologist.

Al—-Mufaddal worked 1n different fields ox Arabic philology. He

was considered an authority on rare Arabic expressions, a celebrated

grammarian and also an authority on genealogy and the Arab battles

Ayyam al—-*Arab.M"

He was a careful trustworthy collector of both texts and traditions,
and 1s praised by all authorities on Arab's history and literature. He got
gira*at from *Asim b. Abl AlI-Nujud and hadith from Abu Ishag Al-Sabl*£.M
He died 1n 168/?8'f, 169/785, 170/786.5®

His principal work,however, 1s a’collection of old Arabic gagidas

called the Mufaddali™at, which he compiled for his pupil, al-Mahdi, the
3rd™Abbasid Caliph.59

In al-Mufaddal3yyat™® there are 126 poems of which some are complete
gasldas of many verses and some others, fragments of small size*61 But
others referred that it comprises 128 odes and is extant in two recen-

sions, that of Anbari (d*916 A.D.), which derives from Ibnu*1-~A”rabi,

0D. Ibid;
Ibn Nadim, op. cit., p. 68.
56. Ibid.
57— Cf. Al-1MaWb al-Ba”~dad, Ti*‘rito Baghdad, Vol. XII1Il, p. 122.
58. Ibn ~jar, Lisan al-Mizan, Vol. VI, p. 8I;
Ahmad Amfn, Duha 1il-Islam, Vol. 11, p* 305«

59. Al—Anbari, Nuzhat, p. 67;

Ibn Nadim, op. cit., p. 68;
Dr. S.M. Husain, Early Arabic Odes, P. Xl«

60. The real title of al-Mufaddaliyyat i1s al-Mul”~tarat (The selected
odes) or al-Ilkhtiyarat (The selections).
— Al-Anbirx, Nuzhat, p. 67*

61. Ibn Nadlm, op. cit., p. 68;
Cf. Dr. S.M« Husain, Early Arabic Odes, P. Xlllo
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the step son of Mufaddal, and that of Jdarzugr (d*1030 A.D.)* About one
third of the Mufaddal”at was published 1In 188" by Thorbeckai and Sir
Charles Lyall edited the complete text with Arabic comicentary and

English translation and notes.A~An Besides, his K, al—-Am”al (Cambr. ™Mo6f

ed. Istambul 1JOOH—; Cairo 1327/1909) 1s also extant.

6. ABU YUSTJF y/qUB B. ISMMAQ IBN AL-SIKKIT
(d. 2kk/85S)

Abu Yusuf was the greatest grammarian of Kufa of his time. His

father's name wan Ishaq Tbn al-Sikkit. His forefathers were from
Khuzistan of the village of Dawraq in the District of Ahwae,™ His father

was one of the associates of al-Kisa*r,and well versed 1n the Arabic

ok
g language*

Yar qub got grammar from Abu *Amr al-Shaybani, Al-Farra”™ and Ilbn

?1—Arabi* Abul-Abbas ~a”~lab said, "Y~qub b* al-Silikit was accomplished
InN a variety of sciences*”™ In fact—-he was a learned man. He used to
say that he knew more about grammar than his father. It 1s said that

his father prayed to Allah to give him (his son) knowledge of grammar.

62(a) Nicholson, Literary History of the Arabs, pp. 128-29.

(b) Brockelmann Suppl. Vol. I, p, 179#
63. Ibn Nadim, op. cit., p. 72;
Ibn I0iallikan, op. cit., Vol. 11, p. 311I.
But others said that his home was 1n the frontier region of Khuzistan.
— CFt. al-Baghdad, TariwWi Baghdad, Vol. XIlV, p. 273.
Brockelmann thinks that he was™ of Aramaic origin.
— Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 11, p. 205.

6. Yaqut, Mu”~jam al-Udaba', Vol. XX, p. 50.
65. Ibn Nadlm, op. cit., p. 72;
Ibn Khallikan, op. cit., Vol. 11, p. 309*

66. Al—-Anbarl, Nuzhat, p. 238;
Cf. Al-"~tib al-Baghdad, Tarikh Baghdad, Vol. XIV, p. 273.
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He was one of the scholars of Baghdad who drew upon those of al-Kufa

learning. He was the tutor of two sons of the Caliph al-Mutawakkil,

6/

about whom there are ancedotes.

He was acquainted with the grammar of the scholars of Kufa as well

as with the Quranic science and poetry. He feet with the pure Arabs of the

desert, acquainted himself with their language and learning, and recorded

63

InN his books what he learned from them 1n this way.

till

He was very much modest and polite. Kutawalckil gave him allowances

his death. He died in 2™"/8581 276/860. It is said that Mutawakkil

for some motives intrigued to kill him. A After his death Caliph sent

ten thousand Dirham to YdCqub's son Yusuf saying ~'these are the blood

money of your father.

67%*

68.

69.

70.

(0

Ibn Nadim, op. cit., p. 72.

Mutawakkil was the”~tenth Caliph of.“Abbasid dynasty. His Capital was
Surra —Man —|Ref4 ( Samdrra*

Yaqut, Mu”fjam al-Udaba™ Vol. XX, p. 50;

cf. Al-I1™a”™ib, T~ri1l”™ Ba~hdid, Vo».. XIV, p, 273.

It remained the Capital for fifty—-six years (227/838 — 279/892)
during the reigns of eight successive caliphs, and 1ts ruins are the

most Imposing ”“bbasid monuments extant.
— Hitti, History of the Arabs, p. ~66.

Ibn Nadlm, Loc. cit.

Ibn Nadlm, op. cit., p. 12.

It 1s said that once Caliph Mutawakkil askedhim whether he (Ya™ub)
loved most the Caliph’s two sons,al—-Mutazzandal—-Muntasiror”™Ali’"K)
two sons al—-"asan and al—-Husain (R). He replied that he'preferred

the later and t*is;caused his death.

— Yaqut, op. cit., Vol. XX, p* 5I;

— Ibn al-Imad, Shadhrat, Vol. 11, p. 106;

— lbn 1™allikan, opT cit.. Vol. 11, p. 312;

— Cf. Al-Suyuti, Bughya™ pp. fl18-19;

— Dr. S.M. Husain, Early Arabic Odes, P. XiCXIll (footnote).

Ibn Nadim, Loc. cit.;
Al—Anbarl, Nuzhat, p. 2/1.
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73.

71
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of which the follovdne are extant.

Off. Ar. 3225 (Krenkow, lIslamica VII, 2);

Kitabu Igla® al-Man”™ig, ed# Egypt 1979;

Sharh Diwan “~Ur»a S.S

* 26:

Kitab al—-Qalb Wa*I**Ibdal, ed. Haffner, Texte Zur attab.

K. al—-Addad, ed. Haff

Leipzig, 1905;

ner Beirut, 1912;

Sharh Diwgn al-Kl*nsa;

Diwan Mazrad b. pirar; 73

Sharh gasxda It *Ammara b. “Ugayl

Ibn Nadim, op. cit., pp. 72-73;

Ibn Khallikan. op. cit.. Vol. 11, p, 3N115
Yaqut, op. cit., Vol. XX, p. 52;
Al-Suyuti, Bughya, p. ~I8.

Brockelmann Suppl.vdl* 1, p. 181.
Brockelmann (Ar.Tr.), Vol. 11, pp«207-8.

Lexic*

)’ p' 391

72
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CHAPTSR V

CONFLICT BETWEEN THE 3ASRI AND THE KUFI GRAMMARIANS:
ITS CATJSES AND EFFECTS

In the previous chapters we have discussed the origin and the

growth of the Basri and the Kufi school of grammar. ‘W& have also noticed

that the relations between these two schools were not always very cordial;

there were, however, occasional conflicts and quarrel betweem them. The

following factors perhaps acted as the causes of conflict between the

Basri and Kufi grammarians*

(1) There were differences In the lives of the people of Basra and

Kufa as regards their attitude towards language and literature that

created 1nborn diversities, both di*lecticil and literary between the

1

two schools of grammar.

(2) The people of one city boasted against the other, mentioned their

own praiseworthy deeds, wounded the rival groups by describing their

faults and follies. In this way hatred was created between the I1nhabitants

of the two cities™*

1,
2*

Ahmad Amin, Duha ul-Islam, Vol. 11, p. 15*

Boasting and party-spirit were the inborn qualities of the Arabs,

which however, remained suppressed during the life time of the Holy
Prophet and the Orthodox Caliphate, but 1t relapsed during the TJmayyad
rule, of which the flytings of Jarir and”Farazdaq are the glaring
examples* In Basra™ the foliowars of Jarir selected Al-Mirbad, and

the followers o”"arazdaqg, a place beside the graveyard of Banu Hasan
for satirizing their rivals 1In poetry. Al-Mirbad at first was a camel
market, then 1t became the meeting place of the then litterateurs

for displaying their poetical and literary talents like the *Ukaz of
Mecca In pre—Islamic days. Finally 1t became the necklace of knowledge

of all sorts. Even the grammarians of Basra used to go there on various
occasions to rectify their errors and lengthen theilr opinions.
— Aad Amin, Duhad”~Ilslam, Vol. I1Il, p* 81;
— Cf. Hama<”ani, Mu”janjfal-Buldan, Vol. 1V, pp* ~83-8%;
— Cf. Ahmad Has”an al-Zayyat, Ts~rllI™ Adab al-"Arabiyy, Egypt, 1930,
pp* 113-1~; — Cf. Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great

Britain and Iree land, 1906, pp. 256-58.
Likewise, th” sheep market Kunasffl®(the place of the sweepings) of
Kufa bdcame the centre of social, literary, philological, philosophi-
cal, and grammatical discussions of 1ts I1nhabitants*

— Cf. Hourani and Stern, The Islamic City, (Oxford, 1970), p. 89;
— Strange, The Xands of the Eastern Caliphate, p. 7%,

— Cf. Hamadhanl, Mu”*jam al-Buldan, Vol. 1V, p. 307.
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The Basrans boasted of their great leaders such as Ahnaf b. Qays,

the great leader of the Tamlm, Talha b* “Abdiollah, Ibn Sirin, Malik Db.

Dinar and al-I17alil b. Acad.”™ They also scolded the Kufans for their
breaking allegiance to Al-Husayn b« ”2Ali (R) saying Kufans do
not fulfill their promise which ran into a proi/erb. On the other hand,

the Kufans took pride 1In the saying of Caliph

"Kufans are the lance of Allah, the treasure of the faith, the cranium
of the Arabs.They also felt proud that seventy of Badri “haba were
inhabitants of Kufa”™ whereas 1In Basra there lived only two sa”ba viz*

Anas b. Malik and *Utba b. Ghaawan*

n
(3) Every non—-Arab tribe of the two cities defended their friendly

Arab tribes to whom they were attached. As a result tlriis party—-spirit

Q
added fuel to the flame.

3— Hamad”ani, Kitab al-Buldan, p. 190.
kn Syed Husain al—-Barni, T~rikh Kufa, p* 89*

5> Al-Bala”url, Futuhu”®-Buldan, p. 297* But other natxation of
Hamadhani has come instead of =
— Hamadhani* Kitab al-Buldan, p. 163»

6. Hama(®an£, op. cit., p. 166*
Others said that only seventy Sahaba went there i1rrespective of
Ba”“x and others.
Ahmad Amin, puha ul-Xslam, Vol. 11, p.
Cf, Majallatu Majm” al-Lu”~hat al-"rabiyya, Part 10th, Egypt, 1958,p*92
It 1s said that they also felt proud of their great—Arab tribes viz.
AlUZara”™™t al-Barimiyyxn from Tamxm, Zaid AlVFazariyyin, SluQays
al—Zubaydiyyin, etc* whereas iIn Basra there lived some tribes of
Azdiyun from Ytoen and some from Banu Tamim.
— Majallat, Loc. cit.

7* A~ad Amfn, Fajrul-Islam, Vol. I, p, 217%

8. Consequently in most of the branches of knowledge such as grammar,

Figh, religious schools, philosophy and literature they differed
with each others*

— Ibid, pp. 217-18.
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The above mentioned elements acted i1ndirectly behind the causes

of conflict between the two -schoolS) but the basic as well as the
immediate cause of the same that worked directly”~fes some principles iIn

the field of language and literature, particularly Arabifi grammar.

The procedure of law—making adopted by the grammarians of the two

schools for general rule about grammar was different# The Basri gramma-
rians preferred the customary (tV”") to analogy ), but of necessity
they used to take recourse to analogy*® They took the speeches of the
pure eloguent Arabs or of those who were accepted as authority and that
also after proper scrutiny— They considered 1t as the fundamental rule,
which they used for analogy 1f and when necessary. They did not hesitate

even to charge the Arabs with an error. Is said that Ibn Ishaqg al-

Hadarami and ”“Isa b. “~Omar al-Thagafi traced many errorc I1n the verses

A > 11
ofrFarazdagq and Nabigha al-Dhubyani.

On the other hand, the Kufx grammarians preferred the analogy to
the customary.Hence all the speeches of the Arabs without any distinc-
tion are fit for analogy as a rule. They respected all the sayings of
the Arabs equally and regarded them as correct for all the people for

general use. They never liked to charge the Arabs with an error.

The Kufi grammarians took the i1rregular use ( ) of the Arabs*

speech for making a rule even though 1t goes against the genenal rule

and used 1t for an analogy* This 1s the sense 1in which the Kufans

o* Aljinad Has™an al-Zayyat, Tari™ al-Adab al-"Arabiyy, p.
Taha Husain and others, Al-Muymal fi1 Tari1”™ al-Adab al-(A.rabiyy,
p. 179; — Cf. Encyclopaedia Bfitannica, Vol. 11, p, 186.

10. Ahmad Amin, I1“haul-Islam, Vol. II, p. 296.

11. Cf, Majallatu Majma”al-Lughat al-"Arabiyya, part 10th, Egypt, 195S,
ppo 9M—99e
12. Ahmad IlJas™an al-Zayyat, Tarikh al-Adab al-Arabiyy, p. 310;

“aha Husain and others, Al—-Mujmal fl1 T ril”® al-Adab al-"~lrabiyy, p.179;
Cf, Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. 11, p. 186.

13* A~ad Amin, Duhaul-Islam, Vol. 11, pp. 295-9~.
11, Ibid,, p. 295*
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preferred the analogy to the customary* But the Basraus refused to

recognise 1t, rather they considered 1t as an i1rregular case which cannot,

however, be used for an analogy. 15

The Ba8rans were very much conservative v/hile the Kufans were too
much liberal. The Kufans accepted every thing 1n connection with grammar
from the Basri grammarians. But the Basrans refused to take anything from

the Kufans,"*™ because they claimed themselves as the pure representatives

of the Arabs. the other hand, the school of Kufa came I1nto existence

after one hundred years of the Basri school. So the basic grammatical
rules of Basri school are fit to be regarded as stronger than those of

the Kufans.

Some critics of Arabic grammar said that Basri grammarians gave
more attention to the perfection of words while the Kufans were concerned

mainly with the perfection of meanings.

However, from the above discussion i1t becomes evident that the
Basrans laid the greater emphasis on grammatical rules than the Kufans
and 1In general the Basrans are regarded as more faithful and more accurate
transmitters. ™ The disputed problems and their differences of opinion

are dealt with In the works of Al-Anbsri (d*577/1'*"81} and Abu al-Baga'?
al— rAkbari.

15. I1bid,, p. 297, ,
Cf* Majallatu Majma*al-Lu”at al-—Arabiyya, part 10th pp. 97-100*

It 1Is said that al-Kisa*1 destroyed grammar due' to over analogy on

the poems of al-Hutamiyya and the sayings of the week Arabs of
Qutarabal and others of al-lraq. — Majallat, Loc. cit.,
— Ahmad Amin, —op. cit., p. 295*

16. Al™ad Amin, lDuhaul-Islam, Vol. 11, p* 297» It 1s said that only

Abu Said al-Ansarl al-Ba”*ri1 (d*11/~/752) took something from Mufa”dal

al—-Dabbi, the Kufan. — Ibid.; Al-Anbari, Kuzhat, jp. 175;
— Jurjl Zaydan, Tsfrr” al-Tamaddun al-Islamiyy, Vol. 11l, p. 86;

— Husain al-Bavnf, Ta?rito al-Kufa, p, "27*

17 A”~ad Amin, op. cit., p. 310;
Al-Suyutf, al-Ashbah wa*l-Naza*ir, Vol« Il, p» 220%

18. Ibid.
19* Butrus, Da'tra, Vol. V, p,

20* Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. 111, pp. 856-37»
21. The names of the two books are: (1) Kitab al-Insaf fi Masa'll al-
KMilat bain al-Nahwiyin wa'l — Basriyjfn wa*1—-Kufiyxn. (11) Kitab al-

Tibyan fi Masa'tl al-Khilaf bain al-Basriy™n wa’l Kufiyin.
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INSTANCES IN WHICH THS BASKX AND TEE KUFI
GRAMARIANS DIFFERED.

There are good many cases exceeding a h—undred 1n which the Basri
and Kufi grammarians differed with each other™i of v;hich the Important

ones are given below:

Basri School Kufi School

1.  ~r™Jis derived from le It 1s derived from d which

w”~ch means highness* Hence j means a mark. So ~~"*Is a mark

& means to become high. upon the named person or thing,

This is why KkX—*the sky is so as this name 1Is used a mark to
called as 1t 1s above the earth. identify 1t. As, for example, the
So is one which is above its iIsm Zfi)' i1ndicates a certain Kind
(/—'(thing or person named) an of fruit 1.e. apple from among the

It Indicates that thing or person various Irf.nds of fruits, jJust as a

which 1s under 1t In respect of mark does.
meaning.
N I S declineable with 2. They are declineable vdth double
single .
3* (verfe) 1s derived from 3» (tnfinitive) 1s derived
NINM(in finitive) from (verb).
h, 1,7 and < are the letters n and ij are the case marks.

indicating case marks in dual

and plural numbers.

5« A noun having the ta* of

Such a noun can be made plural 1°dth
feminine gender will never
J as, for example, e? the
be made plural with N
P word can be made plural as

though 1t 1s a masculine one,

as,for example, .

22. Al—Anbari, Kitab al-Insaf.
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Basri School
6. 1Is (JN (indeclineable)
e (subject) 1s given the

on account ofits being

inthebegining and the

(predicate) 1s given by

1ts (subject).

8. The (adverb of time and

place) does not give to the

noun when 1t precedes the

t

9« The (predicate) does not

contain a (pronoun)

when 1t 1S a pure noun.

10. The (predicate) can

precede the (subject)*

11. The (noun) 1s given

after 1Jy on account of its

being (subject) .

12* 1t 1s only the (verb)

that governs the (object).

13* The and cannot serve

as substitutes for the

(subject) when there 1s a
object).

Kiifi School
6* It is (declineable)e
7* gives the 27 to the
N —pand the gives the
1ts .

8. It does.

o* It does.

10. It cannot.

11. They have two opinions in this

regard.

(1) on account of 1ts being
(subject) same as that of the

Basri school*

(11) on account of 1ts being a

(subject) to a Ilperb understood

12. They hold different opinions iIn
this case.
1) It 1s the verb and the subject
together,
or”~i11) the subject only,
or”™ii1) the i1dea thit governs the

(object).

13» They can serve as substitutes for

the JJ-li 1n this case.
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Basrl School Kufi School

1n* N and are two 1~"* They are merely two nouns

preterite verbs.

15. The 15* It 1S a noun.

N\

a preterite verb.

can not be formed 16. It can be formed from the words

from words indicating colour. and c¢/W' only out of the

words indicating colour.

17 The noun governed iIn the 17* In both the cases they treat them
objective case ( ) as (circumstantial adverbs).
by [JV etc. i1s treated as

the v>2 of the verb and

that governed 1n the objec-

tive case by etc. 1Is
treated as the second

object.

18. The (predicate) of 18, 1t can.

and the like cannot

precede 1t.

19. The \y” (predicate) of 19. It cannot*

can precede It«

20. The (predicate) ofo™ 20. They have no governing power sti far
as well as 1ts sisters 1Is as the \.J/r™ 1s concerned.

governed fe/" by them.

21. When a word i1s conjoined 21. It may take also

with before 1ts

4

(predicate) then only

IS permissible.

22 cannot be pre- 22. 1t can be.

fixed to the (predicate)

The first J 1n 23N 1s an 23* |t is radical
excesse



25%*

26.

27 .

28.

29.

30

31

32*

33*

3N«

Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Basri School
When the ~ that denies the 2N*
whole genus ( )
iIs followed by a single
word 1.e.,not It becomes
(indeclinable) on
account of 1t*
IS never used In the 25*
meaning of
The use of Iin the 26.
beginning of a sentence 1Is
not permissible* So 1t 1Is
not correct to™say
1Is simple. A G
IS a particle. 28.
In IS 20
(preposition)
A Indicating the number is 50.
a single word.
.
Wlien™Nj™ O ( 1S separated 31*
by a the in the
sjJ™ 1s not permissible. So
It 1S not correct to say
Annexing to 1S 32.
not permissible.
not permissible. 33*
So 1t 1S wrong to say
instead of -
5 1* ~~-Nis singular. 3N,

Sven then 1t 1s a

Kufi

School

(declinable)

It may be used

It 1s permissible.

It 1s compound of and
It 1s a noun.

It 1Is (verb 1n the
preterite) e

It I1s compound of and ~
It 1s permissible even then.
It 1s permissible.

It 1s permissible.

It 1s plural of



36.

37*

38.

39.

0.
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Bagrx School

and cannot be

separated by an object

N and both are

singular In form and dual In

meaning*

The words and are

one and the same of which

O~N1s the original, and

sometimes Yand >J=are added

to 1te

The pronoun iIn N and

are 1In the place of

and such others
cannot be used as relative

pronouns*

The cannot precelJd iIts

governing verb*

titutional Repository

35*

36.

37

38.

39*

O,

Kufi School

It can be*

They are dual both In form and

meaning*
iIs original from which 5

and are sometimes omitted*

They are 1n the place of .

They can be used*

It can, when 1t 1s a conjugated

one ( )
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CHAPTEH VI

BAGHDAD — THE THIRD CSIITRI: OF ARAISIC GRAMMAS

In the battle of 2ap(137730) Marv/an Il1, the last caliph of the

TdJmayyad dynasty was defeated and later on Ild.lled and thus came to an end

their ninety one years rule— Thereafter the nev; sun of the glorious “Abbasid

Caliphate rose in the horizon of western Asia and shown for 308 years. The

first Caliph of this dynasty was Abul—-Abbas al-Saffah and the last ruler

was al-Must£?sim Billah who was killed by the Mongols 1n 125 A.D.

Al—-Mansur (d. 159/775) "the second Caliph of the™Abbasids and the real

founder of the dynasty laid down the foundation stone of Baghd'ad2 as his

new Capital 1In

Then al—Mansur i1ssued orders 1n all the provs,Jices of his Caliphr te

that learned persons should repair to his new Csipital. In response to that

1.

Al-Saffah was the nick name of the first Caliph of the™Abbasid dynasty.

This title he took himself 1n the na*Tur—-r.lI address iIn the great Mosque
of Kufa and he honestly did his best to make himself worthy of this
terrible name; (Sncyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. |, p. 77).

Nicholson, A Xiterary History of the Arabs, p. 253;

Cf. I'tuir, The Caliphate, (ed. Beilrut), 973, p. ~39;

Hitti, History of the Arabs, p. 288,

But the question arises here about the mepning of the term :

The word means to shed, so the meaning of the term m
generous, eloquent, shedder of blood. Perhaps the Caliph took this title
In the sense of the first meaninr 1.e., the generous. Durin:® his Cali-

phate TJmayyads were indiscrimine*flILT—-y massacred, so the followers of the
Umayyads took the meaning of the nick name as blood shedder i1ronically.

Batghdad 1s the name of the largest town in‘'the modern Ilraq. Once 1t was

the brilliant residence as well as the Co.pitr.l of the™Abbasids and the
metropolis of the Muslim world. The name Baghdad, usually now pronounced
Ba”™dad, 1s undoubtedly Iranitan and means "“iven by Allih, the gift of
All?5h", — Encyclopaedia of Islam, op. cit.. Vol. I, p. 563.

It 1s said that Imam Abu Hanifa (d,150/767), the founder of the IlJanafi

School was a member of the advisory Board constituted for the foundation
and development of Baghdad.

— Yaqut, Mu”jam al-Buldan, p. 68I.

The Arab Civilization (Eng. Tr.)by; I™1"da Bal”sh, (ed, Lond. MCMXXVI) p.66

Uovj Bit*dad 1s the Capital city of lIraq,, It i1Is situated on the both banks
of the Tigris In 39719 N.L1t. and M-ofld s.L.
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scholars of various subjects such as philology, grrmniar, literature, astro-—

lo”y, theology, jurisprudence etc. came to Baghdad ond the iIntellectral
activities started In the new capital and 1t recxhed the zenith of progress
du'—ing the reign of Harun al—-Rashi® and al-1amun, y/hose periods are counted

as 1Molden age and the 'Augustan' age i1n the history of Islam.

Many grammarians and philologists came to Br,;;hdad from the two cities

3
viz. Kufa and Basra. The grammarian and le::icolo”™lIst Ibn Qutayba » who

after his retirement from the post of the judjo of DInawar, devoted his
leisure time until his death 1n (276/889) Ilecturin;® on grammar at Baghdad.

Of his contemporaries and survivors, the Basrl Al-Hubr.rrad (d.283H*) and the
Kilfi Tha™lab (d«291)» may be considered as the last representatives of the
two schools. These two rival professors resided at Lchdad and most of

their pupils attended the lectures of both the IMastors. Kufa near Baghdad,
so the Kufi grammarians attracted the respect of the Caliphs and were
favourite to theiil. In course of time the schools of Basra and Kufa disappea-—
red and the new school of Baghdad arose,“ xollov/in™ the compounded principles

of the Kufans and the Basrans.® Among the grammarians of Baghdad school

Ibn Qutayba (d.276/889), Abu Hanifa al-Dxnawarx (d*282/895)/ al—-Aklifash al-
As,;har (do3'15/920), Abu Hilal al-"Askari Cd«395/'1003) and Ibn IMalawayh™#f'3?/<rA

may be mentioned.

3* Though he was from al-Kufa but he was an ard—/"nt member of the school

of al-Basra. — Ibn Hadim, 1Tihrist, p. 77*

However, the two schools maintained their separate existence till the
end of the 3rd or middle of the ~th century, when they were merged in
the new school of Ba:;hdad, — Mortimer Sloper Howell, a graamm.ar of the
classical Arabic language, (Allahabad, 188j), Introduction and Part T
p. XI.

5* James Lyall, The Hufaddaliyat, p» XII;

Ahmad Hasan al-Zayyat, Trfri® al-Adab al-"Arabiyy, pp. 310-11.

The grammarians of the Bagdad school did neither pay much attention
to formulating the basic rules of their nev/ school, nor adopted
principles for selection from the tv,o schools, 1.e., the Basri and the
Kufl, nor they codified their own problems 1n a book systematically,
that they could be referred to. Some gramuiatical problems relating to
this school are, however, found 1n the Adab al-Katib of Ibn Qutayba

In the chapter on There 1s no o;,\er book except this one,
where mention i1s made of the school of Baghdad. This i1s why some modern
scholars doubted In the existence of the I1i1:.~dad school,

Cf, Majallatu Mama™al-Lmfeh'—',t al-—Arabiyya, 10th part, p. 102.
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CHAPTER VII

ARABIC GRAMMAR IN SPAIN

Spain 1s situated the south-west corner of Europe and i1t 1S more

than four jtimes greater than Banglade”™ In size. Having natural boundaries

on all sides 1t 1s separated from North Africa by the Straits of Gibraltar

fourteen miles In breadth and out off from France and the rest of Europe

by the chains of the Pyrenees about three hundred miles 1n length. On the
eastern and western sides, 1t 1s surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea
and the Atlantic Ocean respectively. It was conquered by Tariq b. Ziyad

and Musa b. Nusayr, the great heroes of Islam, defeating Roderic, the Goth

In a great battle near Cadiz, during the reign of the 6th Caliph of the
Umayyad walid b.Abdul-Malik (d,705-715 A*D.) 1In It was ruled

by the Caliph of Damascus and 1t was a province of the Caliphate.
Meanwhile, with the defeat of Marwan |IlI, on the bank of the Safi, by

the”Abbasids, the Umayyad Caliphate came to an end. IVhen in ('132/770) the

“"Abbasids signalized theilr occasion by general massacre of the members of

the house of Umayya, one of the very few who escaped was “Abd al—-Rahman 1bn

Mu'kwiya, a grand son of Hi“am, the tenth Caliph of D?.mascus«®

1. Its ancient name was Al-Andalus by the name of Andalus b. Tubal b.Yafat h
b. Nuh, that very person settled down there after the greatest flood
of Nuh. - Al-Maqgqgari, Nafh al-TOb., ed. (Cairo, 19791 Vol. I, pp. 127,130
— Al-Andalus i1s the Arabic name of the Iberian peninsula. The name first

appears amon™ist the Arabs, but i1ts origin i1s still somewhat obscure just
as that of the older ’lberia of the Greeks and *Hispania* of the Romans.

Others say that 1t seems to be most natural to connect 1t with the German
tribe of the vandalas, and thus to derive 1t from a hypothetical form
'Vandalicia.' — Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol. I, p. 379.

It 1s the second greatest peninsula In Europe after the Scandinavian and
third 1n the world while first i1s Arabian peninsula. Muslim Spain

included Portugal also. Its capital was Cordova,

2. Lisan TIddin b. I™atib, Kitab al-A”al al-A”am, Vol.l1ll, pp. k—3\

Bala™uri, Futuhu*L-—Buldan, p. 239®
It 1s said that first Muslim who entered 1Into Spain ibr Jihad was Tarff

al—Barbariyy the slave of Musa b. Nusayr; to his nrire r |:eninsula the
Tarif 1s related. - Muqggarx, Nafhal-Tib, Vol. 1, p. 214

3« I'laggarl, loc. cit., pp. 306-7.
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'Vandering few years from tribe to tribe and from town to town iIn
North Africa at last with the help of his faithful freedman Badr Dramati-

cally he captured the power of Spain defeating and hilling the governor

Yusuf al—-Fihri 1n (136/756). Thus he established a TJinayyad soverign state
In Spain*

Spain was In the hands of Muslim rules upto 1791 A-D, and more than
sixty rulers”™ ruled there. Muslim Spain played a great role 1n the social
and cultural History of Medieval Muslim and Christian world,. Some rulers
viz. ~Abd al-Rahman Il (d.852 A.D.), "™bd al-Rato5n 11l (d.961) and
Hakam Il (d. 976 A.D.) left no stone unturned to develop literature, arts
and sciences. In this respect they competed with Baghdad. In the purely

linguistic sciences including philology, grammar and lexicography the

Arabs of Andalus, however, lagged behind the scholars of Iraqg.”

The condition of principal sciences was mediocre. Of course they

considered grammar as one of the top ranking sciences* They discussed it

critically like Fiqh.7 In this connection some spanish scholars made

several voyages to the Eastern Caliphate. After the fourth century there

grew a new method of grammar i1.e. following the compoonded principles of

the Basrans and the Kufans*

Ibid.; — Cf. Dozy, Spanish Islam, p. 191*
“Abd al-Ha”.an al-Dakhil was also called the Falcon of theQuraysh.
— Maqggari, op. cit.,"7o0l. I, p. 309*

5* First forty five years of this rule were golden age and forty seven
years were silver age and the rest were copper age.

— Magqgari, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 233*
The last ruler of Muslim Spain was Abu ~Abd Allah Muhammad Boabdil ICl,
(a~87-9"* A.D. ) He was removed by Ferdinand 1l through treachery.

— S.M. Imam TTddin, Political History of Muslim Spain, pp. 227, 299-301;

— Cfo Stewart, The ’Vestern Heritage, p. 271 273,
— Bangla Academy, Historical Dictionary, p. 178.

8. Cf, Majillatu, Mujam<"al-Lu”at al-Arabiyya, part 10th, (Cairo, 1958),
p. 103.
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Names of the some i1llustrious grammarians of Muslim Spain and their
short life sketches are given below:

1. Al-Ghazx b. Qays
(d. 199/ 81%n)

He was one of the prominent grammarians of Spain. He was very much

studious from his boyhood. He learned constantly Arabic literatute some
years In Cordova. Then he came to the Eastern Muslim Caliphate and studied

Al—-Muw™&™Mta* of Imam Balik (d,179/795) and he w—-s the first man who brought
the book to Spain.?

He was also a reader of the Quran. He read out the Holy Quran to

Nafi™ b. Abi Nuaym and he i1ntroduced that method of reading first I1n Spain.
He was very fcuch respected by ~Abd al-Ra™*an al-Da”il (d.17~/788) the first
Caliph of Muslim Spain of "ffmayyad dynasty. The Caliph used to meet him

with varites of presents. Qnce Caliph requested liim to be a judge of the
Court of Spain but he refused. He was an expert In Arabic grammar as well

as lexicography. He died 1n (199/817") 1n Spain. None of his works came

to

2#  Judi al—-Mawrufii
(1987 813)
Judi Al-Mawruiti was an eminent Andalusian grammarian. His complete
name was Judi b. *TJ1man al-—**Absi al-Mawriilkx (of Moron). He was born iIn

Toledo and brought up there. Later he went to Granada where he specialized

In grammatical studies.

He was very much interested In the seeking of knowledge. He made a
long voyage to the East where he studied with leading representatives of
the school of Kufa, such as al-Ru*asi, al-Jarra? and al-Kisa*i and set
up to teach i1t. This 1Is considered a marked event in the history of
grammatical studies 1n Spain, because all such studies In that part of

the Muslim world had hitherto been based on the principles of the school

of Basra, particularly The Book of sibawayh.~3

O» Al-Suyuti, Bughya, p. 371*

10. Ibid.
11. Ibid.
12. Encyclopaedia of Islam, (ed. 1960-65), Vol. 11, p. $7**

13* Ibid,; Al-Suyuti, Bu”?ya, pp. 213-1~.
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Inspite of the predominance of the Basrans, the Kufans found their

v/iay and gained disciples. Later on the tv/o schools were reconciled iIn

Spain, thanks to the work of the most active of the grc.mmarians of Muslim
- au
Spain, al-Rabahr,

Judi was successful 1n his work. His halga (circle) 1n the Mosque of
Cordova was famous. Umayyad amirs chose him to teach their sons. Ibn al-
Abbar attributes to him a book called Hunbih al-liijara, a title which

suggests an aggreable sense of humour. He died in (19S5/813)-

v/ 3* Muhammad b. Sulayman-—

“Abu Abdullah Muhammad b. Sulayman was an eminent grammarian of Muslim
Spain. His nick name was lbnu—-ITAt1 Ghanim al-Andalusi. He was the greatest
grammarian of his time."™ He contacted al-"\sma*i (d*217/829) as well as
Abu Zayd Sa”™id i1bn Anasal—Ansari al-Basri through letters about

] ] ] 1
various Kkinds of sciences. {

He was a man of comprehensive and profound knov/ledge. He also read

books on medical science. He narrated grammar from his maternal uncle Ghanim

the grammarian. He heafi the Jami‘ of al-Bul?arx and the Sohih of Muslim

from al-Dila*1t and the Sunani of Abu 3wud from Abu al-Walid al-!Vagshi.
18 |
He was the follower of AM"*arite efect. He died 1n the first half of the

third century of A.H.

N “"Abd-Allah b. Mu*tammad.

His name was *Abdullah b.Muhammad b. *“fsa b. Valid Al-Andalusi. He

was famous by his nick name 1bn Aslaml Abu Muhammad. His Interest In Arabic

grammar was very keen. He used to read oVer the whole of The Book of
Sibawayh every fortnight."9

He compiled many books, of which there v;ere: Tafglhul-Talibin and

Al—-Ir)abad 1la Igabath al-gawab. He died during the reign of ”“Abd al-Rahman
al-Dikhil.20

1. Encyclopaedia of Islam, loc. cit# His ncme was Huhammad b. Yahya b.
"Abdus 3alam al-Azdx al—-Andalusl and was famous as *al—R(tbahi Abii

/Abdullah. He was a prominent grammarian. He got knowledge from Ilbn
al-"A""Rabi ,*/—Nal:/has, Ibn '.Villad and others. He died In 333H.
— Al-Suyuti, Bughya, p. 113.

13— Encyclopaedia of Islam, op. cit., p. 57, Al-Suyuti, Bughya, p. 2V+.
1~. Al-Suyu”i, Buffhya, p. 77.

17. 1bid.

15. Ibid.

19. Al-Suvyuti. Burhya, . 289,
20. Ibid. Y N Y P
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CriAFTEE VIII

CHMHACraPJSTICS OF ARABIC GRAKI-IAH

1) In structure Arabic 1s radically different from Snglish and otlier

laja”uages of the world. There are twenty—ei™i*ht letters In the Arabic
lan"uage and their vocal organs are not san:e. According:: to the
different vocal organs the Arabic letters are divided 1nto the following;
classes* which take their names from the particv-lar part of the vocal

organs that i1s chiefly i1nstrumental In producing their sounds*

(a) * or , the labials, 'r-' ( -

(b) the gingiiBals, Sp 1’ , In uttering v;hich the tongue
IS pressed against the gum C }.

(c) , the Sibilants J'w*cy * mmrsdh c;re pronounced with the

tip of the tongue ( cOS™)

(d) or the liquids \/d O 1 which are pronounced
with the extremity of the tonguo ( or

(e) jJ "the letters”™.—~" 1 v/hichi are uttered throu;,;;h the ojen
orifice of the lips ( )e

(f) ors the letters , Vv/hich are uttered
by pressing the AFongue againﬁt the rough or corrugated portion of
the palatf? ( NTANN e

(9) letters (J and N in uttering which the uvula

( ™ P™3 ) is brought into play.
(h) or N, the gutturals, / 2-

(1) The letters N B are called the soft letters,

and weak letters.

2) Arabic lan®juage has no vowels, but afterwards nlif, waw and ya were used

as the substitute of vowels. It 1s called In brief domma, fatha and Kasra.
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The grammatical system of Arabic 1s based on tUe root and pattern

structure typical OF semitic languages, which shows its TfTullest and most

pervasive developlnent 1n Arabic.

3) 3o0ots: The meaning of a root lies in the consonants, the vowels

serving to express shades of the basic nieanin£. This 1s unlike English,

for i1nstance, where love, live, and leave have different meanings, In
Arabic from the root "write** are obtained — 47~ *he wrote”
— ""'"Hhe writing one, It vas written, **'book*% the vowels

expressing only shades of meaning without changing the basic meaning of

the root.

Most of the verbs are of trileteral roots. Sometimes one or two letters

are added to 1ts beginning or end for verbal conjugation as well as to use

It In different meaning. As a result a verb takes mrny shapes and gives

different meaning as he went, " lie made another to go out,

2)J;)yfhe seeks to leave.

5) The verbs consisting of four letters or quadriliteral are by no means

rare. The derived forms of the triliteral verb a-o usually recly™oned fifteen
In number.?

6) Apart from several almost trivial exceptions, there are no irregular

2
verbs 1n Arabic.

/) Arabic verbs have two tenses: one, usually called perfect, the other,

usually called the Imperfect. The perfect generally refers to past time,
the 1mperfect to presant or future, but there are many uses 1n which this

time difference 1s not so clear, and many scholr.rs like to emphasize the

aspectual nature of these two tenses.”

1. Wright, Arabic Grammar, Vol. I, p. 290

2. Sncyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. 11, p. 183
3. Ibid.
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8) In Arabic grammar (verb) 1s every thiu;;.. It can alone make

sentence. It 1s not dependant upon noun or pronoun.“Cn the otherhand
pronouns are connected with 1t. As , here IS a verb, tile
pronoun Is silent which 1s noLiinr:tivee Tilerefox'e, the verb alone with

1Its silent nominative formed a verbr'l sentence.
9) The verbs are of two kinds (1) transative and (11) I1ntransative.

10) The Arabic verb has five moods: nanely, the Indicative, Subjunctive,

.
Jussive or Conditional, Imperative an5 Snergetic.

Of these moods the first 1s common to the perfect and Imperfect

states; the second and third are restricted to the Imperfect; the fourth,
or imperative, 1s expressed by a special form; and the fifth c?.n be derived

5
not only from the imperfect, but also from the Imperative*

11) Gender: In Arabic grammar there are two genders as masculine and

feminine having no neutral gender at all/ The masculine and feminine genders

are used for neutral also.

12) In Arabic grammar there are three number-— vis. (1) Singular, (i11) dual

and (111) plural. The dual 1s used originally for the parts of the body

going 1n pairs.

13) Carf®inal numbers: A puzzling feature In the usage of the numerals 1is

the fact that the feminino form of the numeral 1s used with masculine
nouns "nd the masculine form of the numeral 1s used with the feminine nouns,

thuseM |~ (four brothers), (four sist rs).

Wright, Arabic Grammar, Vol. |, p. 5%

The Jussive and Energetic forms of mood h-\ve disappeared completely
In the dialects. — Encyclopaedia Britannica, Volo Il, p. 183.

5. Wright, Arabic grammar, Loc. cito
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1) In Arabic grammar there 1s no form of the v-r'b "to be" and "to have",

as, fTor example, 3ayd 1s on his feet, "AN<4 | h-ive a book.

15) There are general significations and peculiarities of different

measures of verbs, such as (transitivenyss) , ° (copartnership),

(graduation) etc,

16) The performance of an adverb i1s performed by an absolute object

) because, In this lan™™ .ge there 1c sc arcely any adverb, as,

for example, (lie beat him w—+y much)

17) The grammar of Arabic language i1s very much rigid. It does not admit

any renovation.

G. Of, Muslehudiin, Semitic Lan,uage’in Ban”~la Academy Gabdshana
Patrika, Kartik - Chatra, 1382 (B.S.), p. 16«

7. 1bid.
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CONCLUSION

It 1s a Well-known fact th;.t language, as the term i1s generally—

used, 1s the expression by a speaker of his Intention. Such expression
IS an act of the tongue which originates In an intention to convey the
meaning of speech. Therefore, language must become an established habit
located I1n the part of the body that produces 1t, viz., the tongue. And
grammar 1s the name given to the systematic treatment of a lanj®uage art,

or the rules that govern it.

Arabic 1s one of the living branches of the Semitic group of

languages, tiistorians as well as the philologists are not sure as to the
exact date of 1ts birth, but they are of the opinion that i1ts literature

came iInto being perhaps one century and a half before the advent of Islam.

It 1s historically true that language of any nation and I1ts gramr.ar

did not come i1nto being simultaneously. Like most or the great languages

of the world the grammar of Arabic language carae Into existence as a

separate branch of science long after the language had attained 1ts full

growth.

After the advent of Islam the Arabs c?Ine Into contact with non—Arabs.

As a result their linguistic habit bdgan to ch—-ngo under the iInfluence of

the solecisms of the non—-Arab speakers of Arabic make*

During the life time of the Holy Prophet (SH) as well as the reign
of the Orthodox Caliphs the Arabs were busy worlcing”™the consolidation of
the new-born Islamic state. At that time their main task was the propaga-
tion of Islam. In that connection they worked with zoal for the collection
and preservation of the Holy "“uran and the ~ditji. Of course they expressed
their indignation at grammatical errors wherever they came across, but they
did not take any positive measure for the prevention of such errors. It
w»s Caliph (R) who hjad shown his keen iInterest In this matter and

took a few necessary steps to prevent them.

During his Caliphate™All (r) made Kufa his Capital iInstead of Medina

due to some religious and political reasons. There he found the purity of

the was 1n danger of being lost by the deterioration of the speech



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

77

of Arab settlers among the A.ramaic speakins population of Mesopotamia.

So he felt the necessity of grammar "badly. Then he formulated fundamental
principles of Arabic grammar and handed them over to his faithful follower
Abu al-Aswad al-Du—"ali for further improvement-— 7"All (R) himself could not,
however, pay any special attention towards 1t due to his manifold duties

as Caliph, but In fact he 1s the father of Arabic grammar.

It 1s observed that Arabic grammar displays slow and long development

and bears striking marks of the iInfluence of Greek logic— According to
some Abu al-Aswad al-Di"a™—-1 was well versed 1n Greek logic via the ecleciic
school of Junde—i17apur which was opposite Basra tov/ards the eastern side-—
He tried his best to develop 1t with zeal and ardour through the advice

of his master, Caliph Olli (R)— But "Alx*s sudden martyrdom put hindrance
temporarily in the way of his progress— Some say that the Arabs composed
their grammar on the pattern of Syriac grammar, because Arabic and Syriac
are two sister Semitic languages— The first writer of Syriac grammar was

Al-Usquf Ya’gQb al-Rahawi (d.7"60 A-D-) who vjrote his book *Mufassir al”Kutub.'

Professor Littmann, described In his lecture the different opinions

of European scholars about Arabic grammar. AmorYy them some say that 1t was
brought to the Arab country via Greek logic, others rejected 1t and opined
following the view of the Arab authors that i1t grew I1n the land of Arabs
just as the tree grows iIn 1ts soil- Littmann himself and another scholar
*Joseph la Blanc* held a middle as well as acceptable opinion that Arabic
grammar was invented by the Arabs at first through their own tactics,

but 1t Bas syilitemfttized as 1t developed 1In their own way 1n Basra under

the Influence of Aristotelian logic that was studied 1n the school of
Jundft—I1"Mapur —

However, during the Umayyad reign observin;;, the linguistic condition,

Abu al-Aewad, the disciple of ~Al1 (R), who knew syriac grammar well,
could not sit i1dle but played an important role in the evolvement and
development of Arabic gram—-nar at the request of ZiyclTd, the governor of

the two Irags on behalf of Caliph Mu”tawiya. Later on he Ifdd the foundation
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of the school of Basra. People from all around havin;j inqusitive mind

came to him and learned grammar vdth zeal/ Very soon Basra became the

meeting place of grammarians and philologists, and there flourished a

good number of grammarians, many of whom wrote books on grammar.

Among the first series of Basri grammarians well as the direct

pupils of Abu al-Aswad were Yahya b. Ya™ar, Maymun al-Aqran, Ovnbasa
al—Fil and Nasr b. ”“Asim al-Laythi. They got the Icnov/ledge of Diacritical
points of al—-Mushaf from th™ir master and tought the people 1ts use— Then
MMsa b. ~Umar al-Thaqgafi, Yunus b. Habib and al-Ehr*lll b. Ahmad are
regarded as masters of Arabic grammar of the Second generation. They were,
however, 1n full accord with his followers of the first stage. ”lsa Db*
"Umar al—-Thagafi at first composed two books on Arabic grammar, al-Jami™
and al—-Ilkmal. Thereafter Al-Akhfash al-Mujashi *1, Sibriwayh, Abu **Ubayda,

Abu Hatim al-Sijistani and others flourished In the school of Basra.

It 1s said that more or less every grammarian of the Basri school

contributed i1n tliis field, either through their original writings or
commentaries on the work written by other :?.uthorities* Their grammatical
discussions were not stopped by the political chaos and confusion as v/ell

as the rise and fall of the dynasties. But they carried on their works

an! discussions with full vigour and enthusiasm.

At the beginning of the ~“bbasid period the people felt the need

of grammar bitterly. At this time al"Khalil b. Ahmad improved the science
of grammar and perfected 1ts various chapters. Then Sibawayh played a
heroic role 1In this regard through writing his great book Al-Kitab
chapterwise at first. This book 1s universally celebrated and 1t may be
regarded as the store house of Arabic grammar for the people of all times.

This book ushered 1n the golden age iIn the history of Ari™bic grammar.

About one hundred years after the death of Abu al-Aswad the school

of Kufa came iInto existence as a result of the divergent opinions between

the scholars of the two cities. The school of Kuf—; was founded by Abu

Ja”ar al—Ru.gsi, the first Kufi writer on grammar and author of the book
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al—-Faygal. Then there flourished many scholars of grammar. fadh

al—-Harra* wrote at first a book on ~llm al-Tagrilf ¢« Thereafter many
grammarians composed large number of books In this field. Al-Kisa*1 wrote
'The Abridgement* on “~—rammar. But he 1s charged with the fault that he
destroyed gram.iar due to his over emphasis on analogy. Then al-Farra*
played an important role 1n the progress of tha Kufi school. He was called
the "Amilr al—-Muminin” 1n grammar* His Kitab al“Hudud everted a great
influence on ~lIm al”Tasrif. It 1s a fact thiat Kufi school mainly developed

"NMIm al-Tasrif * and the Basri school played a prominent role 1in *lIm al-Nahw

Divergent opinions and different views originated among the Basri

and the Kufi grammarians. The Basrans preferred the customary ( to
analogy ( U? ), but of necessity they used to take recourse to analogy,
whereas the Kufi grammarians preferred the analogy to the customary.

Hence the Kufi grammarians took as model tho i1rregular use of the Arabs*
speech for making a rule even though 1t goes against the general rule,

and used 1t for an ana™logy. This 1s the sense In which the Kufans preferred
the analogy to the customary. But the Basrans refused to recognise it,
rather they considered 1t as an i1rregular case which can not be used for
an analogy. These two principles divided them basically. The headquarters
of the two schools were the camel market (al-Mirbad) of Basra and the
sheep market (al-Kunasa) of Kufa respectively. From these two centres they

criticized each other's doctrine and circulated anecdotes to throw dis-

credit upon the learning of their rivals.

However, many problems arose and the scholars of the two schools

held different opinions In some basic rules of grammar. They differed with

each other on different points. Even they differed 1In naming some technical

terms, as, for example, the Basrans called al-Jarr( ')Yal-Damir al-Fasl
( O and al-Badl ( ), whereas the Kulans named their as

al “K h a *f ), mad ( ), and al-TarJama respectively.
Scholars wrote several books on this subject, 1.e., differences of the two

schoo/i1. . Among these al-Anb?Lri*s al—-Insaf 1s noteworthy. He cited one

hundred and eighteen protjlems between the grammarians of the two schools
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and he gave their solutions, but each of these problems proves the

maturity of the arguments of the Basrans. Inspite of this, the Kufi school
became famous, perhaps, due to the patronisation of the”Abbasid Caliphs
and their viziers. It 1s said that the Kufans helped the mAbbasids I1n their
struggle for power actively. On the other hand Kufa i1s closer to Baghdad
than Basra* Moreover, the Kufans were closely connected with the family
of the™Abbasid Caliphs— Mufaddal al—pabb?. v/as the iInstructor of al-Mahdi,
Al-Kisa*1 was the tutor of al-Amin and al-Marnun, al-ITarra'wE”s the teacher
of the children of al-Md.fliun, Ibn al-Sikkit was the teacher of two sons

of the Caliph al-Mutawakkil, and so forth. So the”Abbasid Caliphs as well
as their viziers helped and supported them promptly. The glaring example
of 1t 1s the Incident chat took place on the argument of the Zunbur™Jc—

question Dbetween Sibawayh and al-Kisa*i, 1n vjhich the judgement Vv/as given

intentionally against Sibawayh through the i1ndirect gesture of the”™Abbasid
authority.

After the foundation of Baghdad most of the educ”-tionists and

scholars began to flock to 1t from all places particularly from Basra and
Kufa. As a result the Basri and Kufl schools well xxi*™h disappeared gradually.
But at Baghdad there grew a new school of gr mmar Vv/liich followed the
compounded principles of Kufi and Basri grammarians. Among the eminent
grammarians of the Baghdad school, mention Liay be made of lbn 1Mutayba
(d.27VSS9)» Abu Hanifa al-Dinawari (d.287893)* Al-Al*1fa™ al-As™—har
(d«315/920), Abu Ililal al-*Askari (d.395/1001), and Ibn Khalawayh. The
grammarians of the Baghdad school neither defined clearly the basic princi-
ples of their new school nor codified their riiles In a book systematically.
.Hence some modern scholars are 1n doubt about the existence of tliis school.
Of course, some rules of grammar related to the school of Baghdad are
mentioned 1n Ibn—-Qutayba's Adab al-Katib 1n the chapter of

Save and except this no other book on the principles of the school of

Baglidad 1s found.

1. See pp. 26-7 Supra.
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Durinp; the reign of the "Abbasids some gram:.r,arians after their
acquisition of knowledge 1In Baghdld returned to their respective native
lands such as Faris, Haraa”an, Turl” etc. In their homeland they discussed
"‘rammar and wrote some books on the same. Amonr; them”™Abd al-Rahman b. *lsa
al-Hamadhanit (d*320/932), Ahu Ibrahim al-Farabx (d«550/961), al-Sahib
Ibn ~Abbad (d.385/995)» Atuili—"asim al-Zujajx (d.”~15/102”~) were famous.

In Yemen there also flourished some grammarians like Bariyya b,

Abul Yusr (d.371/952) MuhRammad b. ’lasan al-Yamanl (d.”~00/1009) and others

There were also renowned scholars of Arabic grammar iIn Egypt, and

after the downfall of Baghdad 1t further flourished there. The principles

of Basri grammarians were followed by these scholars; Kufi opinions were
discussed only for elucidation of their views. Amonj the Egyptian grammarians
Ibn Wallad (d,332/973)» ~All b. Hasan (d.307/9'19) 1 Abu Ja”~far al—-Kahhas
(d.338/950)A*~n*W Uddin b. Hisham (d.761/1360) were famous.

On the other hand Muslim Spain also played an imvortant role 1n the

intellectual development. It i1s said that during thj leign of Oibd al-Kan.an |1
people travelled for performiniT the pilgrimage and also for seeking knowledge
to the Eastern Caliphr.te. Judi, the eminent Andalusian grammai—ian made several
voyages to the East and studied with al-Kisa*l, and from him he got tv,o

books on grammar. In the second and third centuries Idujiamad b. Yahya al-—
Rabafci came to the Sast and from there took with hi.v. The Book of Sxbawayh
from Abu Ja~far al—-Nahhas and taught 1t to his pupils. Among his pupils

Abu Bakr al-Zabaydir (d.379/989) wrote his Tabagat al™Naj™wiyln wa*l"Lufawiyin.

After the fourth—-century, th——e grew In Spain a new method of grammar,i«.,

the compounded principles of the Basrans and the Kufans.

It 1s Sciid that Iin the middle ages Hebrew grammar was modelled

after Arabic grammar In Muslim Spain. Even the father of Scientific Hebrew

grammar Iljayyuj Judah ben-David (Ar. Abu-2akari“ya'Yuhya b. Dawud) flourished

In Cordova early iIn the eleventh century. In Spain there was also I1nvented

the metre N which was well known as . After the fall of Muslim

Spain many educationists as well as grammarians emigrated to North-Africa
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particularly to Egypt. They also followed the method of Egyptian

grammarians as mentioned above*

In this way the science of Arabic gram-nar spread all over the

Middle East as well as the Muslim world-— But the next generation
abridged the long discussions of grammar and they satisfied only with
the basic rules and principles. In trlLs respect lIbn K'lik (d.676/1277)
did i1n al.r-Tashil, and so al-"“amakhshari (d.537/1173) and Ibn al-Hajib
(d.6”6/1278), 1n al—-Hufassal and In Jhe Mugaddim” respectively. They
also frequently versified the subject. That was done, for iInst nee,

by Ibn Malik In three rajaz poems, the large, the small and a thousand
verses (Alfiya), and by Ibn Mu”ti In a n.jaz poem of a thousand verses
(Alfiya). In this connection the *AjurrDr.:iyya' on the rudiments of

grammar, an exceedingly popular compendium by Sanhajx/'is also noteworthy

In fact the rules of Arabic "YJyraomar were orij;inally limited In
number, but as the need of time demr.nded their nuiber grew and their

scope of discussion expanded.

It 1s a remarkable fact that, with few exceptions, most of the

Muslim scholars, both In religious and iIn the iIintellectual sciences.
Including Arabic grammar, h:?.ve been non-Arabs. Besides ~"Ali (R), the
father of Arabic 'grammar, Abu ~Amr b. al-‘Ala™, al-I1"halll b. Ahmad,
al—Asma”™1 and a few others, almost all the “lasri trram rians were
non—Arabs. As for Abu al-A»wad al-Du*ali, the founder of Arabic gram ;r
liis gt nealogy I1s uncert:*in, whether he was an Arab or a non-Arab.
Al—-Akhfaeh al-Aws”t w s the protege of Ban‘t Kujashi’ ; Sibawayh, the
prot"g” of Banu Hari—-yi; Yunus, the protege of Banu Lay”™i; Abu ~“Ubayda,
the protege of Taym.

Similar 1s the case with the Kuf' (;rAmmarians, e.g.“Hu”adh b.

Muslim al—-Harra’wlia the protege of Muhammad b. 1@V, al—-Kisa*i, the

protege of Banu Aead; Al-Farra”, the protege of Banu Asad or Kinqgar;

“d
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perhaps only Abu Ja'far al—-Ruasi was an Arab. Similar 1s the case with

the grammarians of Baghdad”™ According to Ibn Khaldun the reason for it

Is that at the beginning Islam had no sciences or crafts. That was due

to the simple conditions that prevailed and the desert attitude. On the
other hand to be engaged 1n learning and teachinc grammar or such other
subjects was not considered by the Arabs a di;™nified v/ork or profession.
They generally preferred administrative positions or jobs 1n the army or
In trade and commerce which gave them money and power. Over and above as
Arabic was their mother tongue they did not generally commit mistakes’in
words or compositions, but they sometimes erred In giving expression to

some i1deas.

However, 1t may be said that the non-Arabs first learned the tongue
from their political masters, the Arabs, and as they were culturally ahead

of their masters, they could give shape to this scionce of the language
easily and efficiently. In conclusion 1t can safely be said that the

Arabic grammar i1s an outcome of the joint .endeavours of the Arabs and

the non—-Arabs alike.
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Patrika, Kartik-Chaitra, 1382 (E.S.).

). Bashir \hmad ~uray”i. Practical Dictionary (English to English
and Urdu), Lahore.
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Bengali Historical Dictionary, Bangla Acaden:.y, Dr.cca, 1378/1967-—

Butrus al-3istanl, Kitabu Da*irat al-Ma**arif, (11 Vols.), Beirut,
1876 A.D.

Carl Brockelmann, Geschichte der Arabischen Litterature, Seimar 1898.

" " ok

Band, Leiden, 1938.

, Supplement

Carl Brockelmann, Geschichte der Arabicchen Litterature, (Ar.Tr.) by
Dr, “Abdul—-Hallm Najjar, (3 Vols.), E(Gypt, 1961,

Charles James Lyall, The Mufaddaliyyat, An Anthology of Ancient
Arabic Odes, (2 Vols.), Oxford Clarendon Press, 1918,

Clement Huart, A History of Arabic Literatur..:, London, 1903.

Dr, Ahsan ”~Abbas, TaVikh al—-Adab al—-Andalusi, 1st ed., 1960.
Ata Mohi—uddin, Ali the Superman, Lahore,

Dr. Biman Chandra Bhattacharjea, History of Sanskrit literature,
3*h ed., Calcutta, 1972.

Dr. Muhammad Ishaqg, India's Contribution to the Study of Hadlth
Literature, Bulletin No, xall, Sist Pakistan, Dacca, 1953*

Dr. Muhammad Ishaq, Journal of the Asiatic Society of Islam, June,b1963-—

Dr. S./1. Husain, Ife.rly Arabic Odes, Published by University of Dacca
(Bulletin No. XIX), Printed Delhi 1938.

Dr, S.H. Imamuddin, Political Hisbory of Muslim Spain, 2nd ed., 1968,

X

, 30;ne aspects of the Socio—economic and Cultural
History of Muslim Spain, 711-1792 A.D., Leiden, E,J. Brill, 1963

Dr. Taha Husain, Ahmad Al-Iskandari, Ahmad Amin, *'alit al—-Jarim,
‘Abdul—Aziz al-Bushrl and Ahmad pp.if: Al-liUmal fi1 TaVikh
al—Adab al-Orabiyy, Egypt, 1378/1929.

E.G. Browne, A literary History of Persian, (2 Vols.), Cambridge,
192~ A.D.

Edward ‘'.Villiara Lane, Arabic Enn;lish Lexican (Part two) Beirut,
Lebanon, 1968 A.D.

The Encyclopedia Americanna, 1967,
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60 The Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1968S.

61. The Encyclopaedia of Islam, London, 3N > 60-63*

62* " " (Urdu)Vols*), Lahore, ~66"

63— F.F, Arabuthnot, Arabic Authors, London, 1890.

6~. Farid wajdi, Da*irat al-Ma**arif (10 Vole,)i 2nd ed., Bsypt, 1923*
65. G.A. Grierson, Linguistic purvey of India, Calcutta, 190~.

66. G.S.F. Freeman, Greenville, The Muslim and Christian Calendars,
London, Oxford University Press, New York, Sorsto 1963-

67. H.A.1S. Gibb, An introduction—-Arabic liter:=ture, London, 1926.

68. Harry W. Hazard, Atlas of Islamic History, (Conversion table of dates).
Third ed., Princeton University Press, 195M—

69. Hourani & Stern™ The Islamic City, Oxford, 1970.

/0. Howell, Grammar of the Classical Arabic lan;'uage. Published,
Allahabad, 1883.

/1. 1bn al-Fardi, Tc/rikhu ~Ulamai al-Andalus-—
72. Ilhn al-""1ta*® (d.513H*), Kitab al-Af*"M, 1st od., Hyderabad, 1360H*
3. Ibn—Hajar Al-~Asqalani (d.832Ht), al-lIsaba fx Tr.myiz al-3ahaba,

(5 Vols.), 1lst ed., Bagdad, 1328H.

74. lbn Illajar Al-Olsqgalani, Tahdhib al-?ahdhib, 1st ed., Hyderabad,
(12 Vols.), 1327H.

/3. I1bn Hawqgal, Al-Masalik ,/a'l Mamalik, Lyidan, 1872.
76. Ibn Khaldun, Mugaddima, 3rd ed., Esypt, 1320H.

/7. 1bn Khaliitk—n, Ivafayat al-A”yan, (2 Vols.), Cairo,1310H,

/8. Ibn Nadim (d.10~7 A.D.), al-Fihrist, ed. G. Flu<;el, Leipzig, 1871-
79. Ibn-Sand, al-TabagSt al—-Kubra, (8 Vols.), Jeirut, 1818/1960.

80. J.G. Hava, al-Faruid al-Durr™™, Beirut, 1964.

81. Jogeudra Das Chowdhury, History of Sanslarit literature, ed. 15th,
Part 11, Calcutta, 1963.
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92.
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95.
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98.

99.
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101.
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Joseph Hell, The Arab Civilization (Tr. by IChuda Baksh),
Sngland, MCMXICVI.

Jurjl 2aydan CI861-191™M)i1 Tcrikh Ad*b al-Lu,:;;*1at al—-*MArabiyya,
(5 Vols.). Cairo, 1957.

Jurji “aydan, al—-Tamaddun al-Islumiyy, (5 Vols.), Cairo.

Lisan Uddin Ibn al”~Khatib, Kitabu A*mal al-A”lam, Kailiiounia, 1353/"'93"—
H. Ziauddin, A Konograph on Moslim Calli(;raphy, Calcutta, 193/.
Itejallatu Majma**al-*1Ilm al—-"~irabiyy, Damascus, 1958, Vol. 33, ~thi Fart.
Hajallatu Mayma”® al-Lu”™hat al-Arabiyya, Cairo, 1958, 10th Part.

Muhammad Ahmad Abu .1iliira, Al-Mac”ahib al-Islamiyya, Ministry of
Education, Egypt.

Muhaipmad b. Hukarram b. *All, Lisan —"NArab.

Muhammad b. Isma”ll al-Bukhari (d.256110, Al-Jo.mi”al-Sahih, (2 Vols),
Kiirachi, 1381/ 1961.

M/inuddin Ahmad NadawT, Aema't Tabi™in (Urdu), Li.hore, 1376/1956.

Mustafa “"Abdullah, Ka”~f al—-Zunun ~An Asmaiff— :utub wal—-Funun,
(2 Vol 3.).

Philip K. Hitti, History of the Arabs, 9th ed., i1.ew York, 1968.

Prendergast, J..V., Badiul-“"nman al-Hama'*i!'>.ni, Madras, 1915-

R. V. Tumor, A Comparative Dictionary of the Indo—Aryan Lan::uageb,
London, 1969.

Kaynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of the Arabs, Giimbridge, 1956

Reinhart Dozy, Spanish Islam, Lo .don, 1913» .

Sa™™d Uddin Al-Taftazani, Al—-Hutawal, Lukhnov:,

ahamguddin Al-Muqqgddasi, AMean al-Tagasim 1'l Mn“*rifat al-Ag5l1lim,
2nd ed., German, 1906.

Shaylch Waliuddin Khatlb, Hi*kat al-Mas711>il;, IC:.inpur.

fjhibll Ku™rinl, Magi®lat 1Mibll, Vol. 11, 2nd od. Azam. Ghad, 1950*

Hk kd » Vol. 111, er'. .1zam Ghad, 1932.
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101, Sibawayh, Al-Kitab, (2 Vols-), ed,, Tome Premier, Paris, M DGGG
LX/.XI.

105* Sir Willram Huir, The Caliphate; Its Rise, Decline and Fall,
BeirTit Kharats, 1963*

106. Sulayman b. Ash”ath Abu Daifeud, Sunani Abn Uawutl, ed, , Kanpur, Vol.llI,
107* Sayyid Husain al-Barni (d-1332'""*j) Tartl—ut al—i1Cufa, lraq, 1356H.

108. Sayyid Igbal Ahniad, Ma™AMNMIf, April 1976, A-I"rMfam™ad In.Ua.

1009. Stewart Easton, The '.."estern heritage, 2nd ed.. New York, 1966.

110. Strang”, G.Le., Th?™ Lands of the Eastern G.iliph;te, London, 1966,

111. The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and
Ireland, April, 190" and 1906.

112. liontgomery ‘'.I'att llutiuimmad at Medin:”*.,, Oxford, 1968.

113. W. .n'rifent, LL.D. , A Gramrr.c,rof the Arabic Language, (2 Volg.),
London, 187",

1IN, Willitam omith, LL.D., Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography

and Mytholofy, (3 Vols.), London, I-iDCGCL.
115. IVinternitz, History of Indian liter-?, ure, Vol. 1, ed., 1927*
116. Yaqut al-Rumi (1179-1229 A.D.), Kitabu rl—-Buldan, Vols,),

Leipzig, 1869.
117. Yaqut al—-Rumi, Kitabu lLu*jam al-Siadan, (6 Voir.), Tehran, 1965.
118. L " , Hurjam al tldahs? 20 Vols., Cr.iro, 1375/1938.

* Rev. G.W. Thatcher, Arabic Grammar of the Written Language, 2nd ed., London
1922 —



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

90

List of Grammarians

| Basri School

1. Abu al—-Aswaiil al-Du*ali, the founder of gramr.ar (d.69/688)

2. Msa b, “Umar al-"agafx (d.179/766)

Abil ~“Amr b. al-**MAla' al-Kazini al-Basri (d.157/770, 159/775)
111 b. Ahmad (d, 175/791)" (170/186)
5. Yunus b. Habib (d.18a/798/,(15a/769)
6. olbav/ayh (d. 197/809)
7. Abu miayd al-Sadusi (d.20V819)
8. AI—NaoLr b. ShU.:ayl al-Mazini (d.205/818)
9. ‘Hutrub (d*206/ 821)
10. Abu ~Ubayda (d.209/827)
11. Abu i1iayd al—-Ansari (d.217/830)
12. Kl-Asina*™ (d.216/ 831)
13. Al-Aldifash al—-Akbar (d.177/793)
14. Al-Akhf \N\=h al-Awsat (d.221/835)
15. Al-Akhfash al-AegJiar.
16. Muhammad b. S.".Ilan a3,—Jumahiyy (d.231/S7"5)
17* Muh'amina'illﬁi? bib (d.375/860)
18. Abu ~Ubayd nl-*/.sirc b. ~j.lam (d.223/837)
19. Abu IM.im al-Sijiat™ni (d. 250/86")
20. Abu .'asr al-Bahil1 (d. 235/878)

21. 7MAINM b. al-l-lughlra al-Athram (d«231/877)

22*  Abu "UMIT «l—jarral (d.225/839)
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23— Abu MUiffian al—-Mazinit (d*279/ 263)

2”, Abu Ishaq al-Siyadir (d.279/863)

23 Abu'l-Fadl al-2iya”i (d.237/870)

26. Abu Sa~id al-Sakri (d.273/788)

27. Al—Mubarrad (d*283/898)

2%$* Abu ~Uthman al-Ashmndani (d.28S/901)

29— Abu Muhammad Yahya b. al—Kubarak al-Yaz£d®™ ('10202/817)
50. Ibrahim b, Yahya al-Yazidx (d,225/839)

31. Muhammad b. al-*Abbas al-Yazid£ (d.370/922)
32. Ibn ™ysan (d,299/9'11)

33— Al-SBT/a/ (d.311/923)

3”n, Abu'l-"asim al-Suj”™iji (do33?/979)

33* Abu'l—"asxm al-Amadi (d*371/987?)

36, Ibnu Durayd (d.321/93%")

37, Abu 3akr b. al-3iraj (d.317/928)

38, Ibn Darastawayh (d*283/871)

39* Abu oa”™id al-Sxrafr (d.378/979)

40. Yusuf b, Abi Sa™id al-Sirafl (d,383/993)
41. *all b. ~isa al-Rummani (d.38799%)

"2— Abu Olli al-Farsit (d—-377/987)

3. Al b. Hamza al—-Basri (d.373/983)
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Il  Xufl School
1. Abu Ja*'far al—-Hu'asi (d.187/802)
2. HuafUl b. Kusliffi al—-Harr5' (d.190/806)
3. Al—-Kisa't (d.189/805)
K: Al—-Farra' (d.207/822)

5.  Al-Mufaddal al-Dabbl (170/786)

6. Shimr b. Hamdawayh al—-Harwiyy (255/S569)
7. Abu ~Amr al-Shaybani (d.206/821)

8. Ibn al-A"rab£ (d.23'\/8kk)

9. Abu “krama al-Dabbi (d, 250/876)

10. Ibn al-Siklcit (d.27V858)

11. Al-Mufaddal b. Salama b-— Ovsim (d.290/903)
12. ~a”~lab (d. 200/ 815)

13* Abu Bakr b. al-Anbarx (d.328/970)

14. Abu Bakr al-Sijistanit (d.230/97M1)

15. Ibn I-lugassim (d.331/963)

16. Abu %mar al-Sahid (d.375/597)

17. Abu Ja~far al-wasiti, (d,327/938)

18. Naftawayh (d.323/935)
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111 Baghdad School

1. Ibn ~utayba al-DInawarl (d.276/ 889)

2. Abu Hanifa al-Dinawarf£ (do 282/895)
Abu Musa al-Darir al-Ba/hdSdi
Abu ~Al1 al-llasan b. “Abdullah al-Asfahani
5* Ibrahim 1bn Ishaq al-larbi (d,283/899)
6. Ibrahim 1bn Abl ~Awf al-Baghdadi (do322/93%)
7. Al—11ufajjan™ al—-Basri (d.327/938)
8. Abu al-Tayyib al-'.Vashfi.* (d.325/936)
-3, Ibrahim 1bn Ahmad al-.Vash-1'
10. Yahya al-Washa*
¥11. Abul-Fadl al-Mandhiri (d.329/970)
N\12. Al-Akhfaeh al—As~har (d*315/920)
>3* Muhammad b. Khalf£ b. al-Marziban (379/921)
1™, Ibn Khalawayh (d.370/980)
13« Abu Xayylib, the Lexicologist (d.381/991)
16. Muiliamiiiid b. ~Imran al—-Uarzibani (d.387/993)
17. 1Ibn Jinniyy (d.392/1002)
18. ~Umar b. fASbit aI"ThL;m*nini {d*"kk2/7030)
19. Abu ~All al-i~timi al-3a™™dadi (d.38C/998)
20. Abd Ahmad al-ilasnn b."*Abdullali/ 11-**Askari (c*—.382/993)
21. AbG Ililal al-**Agkarf£ (d.395/1003)
22. Abu 1Ja™ al-"Maaan b. Asad al-F~rigr (d.”67/107")

23. liahmud al—-Husain al-kaehgharl (~#69/1076)



11.
12*
13—
14.
15*

10.
11.

12.
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IV Grammarians of Spain, K2”ypt and Yemen.

Al-Ghazi b— Qays (d*199/S"1)
Judi al—-Muwruri (d.198/ 813)
Muhammad b. Sulayr.an (d.217/829)
“Abdullah b. Huhamr.ad

1'uhammad b, 3a'"id b* Muhananad b. Jaalan

Abu &'All al-Ciali (d.356/965)
Abi1 Bakr al-2ubayrtl (d.379/989)
Abu'L—'Jasim b. al-<'Arif (d.390/1000)

dbu Mturtran Sa™Md b. Muhammad b. Muhammad al—i1:u”afiri al-3ar

Tabi1 al-Sarqgastl (d.'tO'VIOIO0)

Ibn .Vallad (d. 332/ 973)

“Alr b, al-Husayn al—-Ru*asi Kira *il-1Jaml (d, 307/919)
Abu Ja”~far al—-Na”as (d.338/950)

Abu Ishaqg al—Nujayriini

Bitriya 1bn Abul-Yusr al-Kiyadi (d,371/972)

Jduhammad b. al-xiasan b. "“mayr ul-yaman* (d,”~00/ 1009)

V Grarainaric.ns of jjT.ric and 1i1ustern Cities,

Abu al-~Umay”al al-A*rabi (d.270/85")

'ibd al -RHhmaij b, ~Isa al—-Haniadhani al—-iwltib (d.320/932)
Abu Ibrahim al-i1—'arabi (d,350/961)

Abu Nasr al—-jawharl (d«393/1003)

Abu llaneur al-Azharl (d*370/?f1*"

AbitA—Husain A™mad b. Fnris (d.295/1005)

AT—3ahib Ibn "AbbTid (d.385/995)

Al—-~di al-Jurj<inl (d.392/1001)

Abu “Trbayd al liarwiyy al—-Bashanl (d.'tO1/1011)
Abul—iaeim «1-3uj/Tjl (d.~15/102%)

*Ubayl Alir*h b, Aiiraad al—1".-2Nii

Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Bashtlyy al—-**rzanjiyy ( '..408/1017)
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I NDE X

Titles of books, «s will as Arabic Vv/ordo and technical terms are

underlined 1In the text. Main references i1ndicated 1n hervy type.

Of the prefixes listed below, al-means the; abvi—, father of; i1bn-—,

or b., son of; dhu , possessor of; T"bd”, Slave (serv:..nt) of.

The entries are arranged alphabetically.

“Abbasid: dynasty, ~0; Caliph 5'3i Abu al-Darda’, 26
80; Caliphate 66; period, Abu al—Ilasan, 1
vii, "2, 78.

Abu al—Hasan (see al-Kisa”™i), b
*"Abb”sids, 68, 80, 8l

] ] Abu al—Uasan Al-Ahhfash al—-Awsat
“Abd Allah JoU Ati Ijshaq, 16 (Liujasiiii), 57-39. 78, ‘82
*bd al—-Malik b. r1'larwan, 5 Abuiu—aarith. al—L—''—ir 78
“"Abd al-"ays, 11

No-". al-R*"thman al-Dakhil
(Falcon of the ”“uraysh)

AbtV—-<tasim al-2ujaji, 8l
Abu Bakr, v, if

viitit, 70, 71 Abu Dh:'rr, 7
“Abd al-fiahrcan 1tbn Mu”awiya, Abu Diyiar 27
68, 70, 81

Abu Faq "as , 27
“"Abd al—-Raliman b. *Isa al-

Hamadhani, 81 Abu Hanifa al“Dxnav;ari, 67, 80

Abu Hatini, 3~ 78

Abu Hilal ;‘l-rAcknri, 67, 80
Abu lIbrai.l al—-"'rabi, 8l

Ovbd al-Rahman 11, 69
~"Abd al—aahraan 111, 69
Abu ul-"tlaliH al —Wagshi, 7/
Abu *MAlL, 32

At al—"Mbivia, N 1 tT

Abu Tchaqg al-SabiL™, 33
Abu J "?.r al-I1'nhhas, 81

“Abbaa ATha * 1ab Abu J;\fr al-Ruaci, vii, 19, ~2,, 73
i ~Amr al—Shayb.”nl, Abu Husa al-An7ari, k
Abu Husli i Al—=1lf rra™ A3 ifif

Abu r&har b. al-"MAla'd 16,
17—-19, 23, 33. 35, Abil1 tJuwas, 32

"3, 8 Abu Sa'rid, 13
Abu al-Aswad al-Du'all, wviI, _

5, 6, 8, 10-13, 15, ~2, Abu Salih, 18

77, 18, 82 Abu Shamir 37

Abu al-3aqg.Tal“kbari , 60 Abu Sulayir.—n, 13
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Abu Talib, 1 Amir al—-Muminin, 50, 79
Abu Tammam, 21 Analogy, 39, 60, 79
Abu Tharwan, 27 Anbari, al", viii, 531 60, 79
Abu Turab, 1 "Anbasatul-Fil, 12
Abu “Ubayd al-"asim b, Sallam, Anas b. Malik, 18, 38
37, ol Andalui;, 69
Abu “Ubayda, 19, 2™, 33, 36, bi L
~ 78, 82 Arabila, 111, 2, 16, 77
] Arabic: gramirai— 1. 1v, VI, VII, VIIlI,
Abu ~Ubayda al-"asim b. Sulayman, 1 3 5 6. 2 13 16. 18. 26. 28
48 31, A2, 39, 70, 71, 72-75, 78,
Abu ~UUiman, 37» 39 Si, 82 L
lani::uagQ, iii, vi, viili,
Abu Yusuf, 54 3, 15» 72, 75, 76; letters, 72;
Abu iiakariyya'al—-Farra', 49 Mtoi—atur;, i, 22, 23, 70;
see Farra™ al*“, philology, 33; i1i1oetry, 20;
] prosody, 20; 1"ycteni of metres, 20;
Abu Zakariyya'o, Dawud, 8I
verb, 73

Abu 2ayd Sa*'xd b. Ar.as al- o _
Ansari, 39, ~0, 79, 71 Arabs: 1v, v, 14, 41, 59; days of the, 50

Aramaic, Vv
Adara (A), 2

Advent of Islam, after, ~ Aristotle, 1

] Aristotelian lojic, 77
“Adwan i1bn Qays, 13 ]

Ahma'l b. Ja”ar, 30 Arts, 69
Ahmad b. Mus', 16 Aryans, ii
Asad, 9

Ahmar, al—, 26, 27, "7

*Asim al—-Ahv;al, 19
Ahnaf b. lays, 58

Asim b, AD<H—=iGjil.\ 53

Ahwaz, 5"

. - Asma”i, al-, 16, 19, 20, 33, 35. 39,
"A'teha, 7 ~Q  '+9. 82
Akhfash al-As[™liar, 67, 80 Asraatiyyat, al“, 36

N . N
A%lam, al-, 3 Asharite, 71

Alexander, 2 Astradhyayi, i

<all (R), V, Vi, 1-5 Astrolocy, 50, 67

10, k2, 53. 76, %3 g

VAN 1
~"Ali b, Hasan, 8I Atf, al“, 8
Ainin, kCi 80 Awwvam b. Hawshab, al”, 19



Ayyam al-Arab,
Ayyub al”~Sakhtiyanit,

AzTil
Az4,

Babylon,

Badr,
Sadr,

Badri:
Baghdad, viii,

Ba>;hdSd School,
Bajarwan,

Bal”,

al-Yshmadri,
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23

19
al”, 19

19

N
the battle of, 6

freedman o f‘Abd al-
fiahman 1, the Umayyad, 69

59

26, 3™, "3, "6,
66_67, 69, 801

1jahabas,

531
82

g,
81,

80
33
ZT

Biinglfidesh, 68

Banu:

Bariyya b. Abdul-Yusr,

al—llaritiJi
Kin.'na, 7;
Kazin, 39;
"Ubaydullah, 33

25;

Layth, 23;

Sl

Barmakida,

Baara,

Bacrai”®,

Ba“rans 3cholirs,

Uaarl:

viii, 8,

17, 18, 21,
-,
'6,

58, 60, 67, 69,
, 80

vV, VII,
INf—-15.
3?7, 33I

/\5’

12,
23,
nND.
78,80

67. 77,

71,

"9

Jr»m.;.uri»ns»
60, 61, 81,

School, 15,

viili,
82;

57, 6065, 79

Bayfl™ 25, 28

Bi»'1ouUlu:

Informalita, "9 1

.ribco, ~5

Bedouins, 15» 23

Berlin, 30

Book or oibav;ayh, The,
50, 70, 71, Gl

28—-31,

Brahmans, 11

Burthghars, I

638

30
Calcutta, 30

Ca<ldiz,

Ccairo,

the battle of, 7
Christian V/orld, 69

Canel,

Cordova, 70

Customary, 59, 60, 79

Dawraqg, 5°
Daylara, "9
Derenbourg, 30
Dionysiu.—., 11
67
al—, 71

DInawar,
Diir/i,

Bastarn Cali“™h —te, 69

Saatern Muslin C-iliph~te, 70

vili, Ci
81
Elaphi™nt, the *.-ar of, 1
72, 13

the, v, ,

jiJgyptian grams.arian,

tanglier.,
Suphratae,
£uropa, 68

39,

",
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Farazdag, al", 59

Faqih, 7/

Faris, 29, 8l

Farra'j al-, 2n, 26, 29, "3,
4952, 501 70, 79,
80, 82

Fatima, 1

Faysal, al—, vii, h3f 79

Figh,

Four: padas, 11; pillars, I

France, 68
G

Gender, 1, 7»

German, 30

Ghanim, 7?1

Ghariib al-Hadith, 3#

Ghazawat, 2’

N pIxair, , 2=€

"azi, b. 1ays, viii, 70

Grammar, 1, ~7, ~7, 69, 76
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