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ABSTRACT

This  study i s  presented  as a D o c to ra l  D i s s e r t a t i o n  t o  the 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dhaka under the learned  and able  guidance and super

v i s i o n  o f  P r o f e s s o r  Dr. Qazi Din Mohammad, M.A. , Ph.D. (London) ,  

Chairman, Department o f  B e n g a l i ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Dhaka. 1

./The v o rk  attempts t o  r e t r i e v e  the background o f  N a t io n a l  P lans ,  

programmes, schemes, committee r e p o r t s ,  r e s o l u t i o n s  prepared and 

submitted  by government and non-government a g e n c ie s ,  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  

lea rn e d  b o d ie s  f o r  development o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  B ang ladesh , ( e r s tw h i l e  

East Pak istan)  from 1947 (the y&ar o f  P a r t i t i o n  o f  B r i t i s h  I n d i a )  

t o  1983 and to  eva lu a te  and analyse the approaches ,  g o a l s ,  o b j e c t i v e s  

and t h e i r  c o n t e n t s .  M a t e r i a l s  a v a i la b le  p r i o r  t o  1 9 4 7 / i . e .  B r i t i s h  

Rule have a l so  been examined f o r  t h e i r  s u c c e s s f u l  e x p l o i t  atI on .This  

s tudy  o u t l i n e s  the e lements n e c e s s a r y  f o r  l i b r a r y  developm ent,  past 

and p resen t  and a ssesses  the impact o f  the plans on developm ent.  The 

f a c t o r s  r e l e v a n t  t o  the d e s ig n  o f  plans and the  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e i r  

a n a ly s i s  have been examined. Current p r a c t i c e s  o f  the plans are 

summarised In the l i g h t  o f  a v a i l a b l e  documents and d a ta .  The f a c t o r s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  improper implementat ion  o f  the  n a t i o n a l  p lans are 

enumerated,  e lements  n e ce s s a ry  f o r  tak ing  dec is ion ^o f^ nat - '  onal p o l i c y  

are i d e n t i f i e d  and the mechanism o f  pragmatic  planning f o r  l i b r a r y  

development suggested!!

The purpose o f  the study

^The purpose o f  the study i s  to  examine the development o f  l i b r a r y  

planning in  Bangladesh during  the l a s t  t h r e e -q u a r t e r s  o f  th«= c e n t ru ry
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w ith  s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  the o b j e c t i v e s  o r  standards which were 

s e t  i n t e n t l y  o r  u n c o n s c i o u s l y ^  The s i g n i f i c a n t  po in t  in  t h i s  conne

c t i o n  i s  th a t  Tndia  was p a r t i t i o n e d  in  1947 i n t o  I n d i a  and Pakistan 

(West Pakistan  and East P a k is ta n ) .  Again Bangladesh form erly  c a l l e d  

East  Pakistan emerged as an independent s ta te  in  1971. These two 

p o l i t i c a l  changes had gre a t  impact and r e a c t i o n  upon the s o c i o 

economic  development o f  the c o u n t r y .  A f te r  P a r t i t i o n  o f  Tndia  in

1947 there  was ra p id  developments  in  the f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  New 

s c h o o l s ,  c o l l e g e s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  r e se a rch  o r g a n is a t i o n s  and i n s t i 

t u t i o n s  were e s t a b l i s h e d .  These i n s t i t u t i o n s  f e l t  the i n d i s p e n s i b l e  

need f o r  l i b r a r i e s .  L i b r a r i e s  small  or b ig  grew up in  almost a l l  

government departm ents .  Hence the problems o f  planning o f  l i b r a r i e s  

were r e a l i s e d  by a l l  c o n ce rn e d .  As such many p la n s ,  p r o j e c t s ,  schemes 

were prepared f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  s in ce  1947. But the 

development o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r l a n s h i p  in  the t ru e  sense o f  the 

term was v e r y  s low and i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  Almost a l l  the plans f a i l e d  

t o  be p r o p e r ly  implemented and e x e c u te d .  The present  study i s  the 

outcome o f  thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to  f ind  d e f e c t s ,  f l a w s ,  s h o r t 

comings and l a p s e s  in  the plans along with the background o f  t h e i r  

fram ing.  T po in ted  ou t  the reasons  or  c ir cu m stances  how and why the 

p lans f a i l e d  to  y i e l d  the d e s i r e d  r e s u l t s .  So my attempt was to  

comprehend the deeper  and broa d er  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  l i b r a r y  planning 

i n  our c o u n t r y .  The p resent  t h e s i s  i s  an e l a b o r a t e ,  sy s tem a t ic  and 

c r i t i c a l  a n a ly s i s  o f  a l l  the  prev iou s  p la n s ,  and i s  the f i r s t  o f  i t s  

k in d .  T h is ,  I  hope w i l l  be o f  grea t  use f o r  fu ture  p lanners  in  

a v o id in g  the r e p e t i t i o n  o f  the mistakes  committed in  the past.V
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^At p resent  there  i s  a growing awareness o f  the need f o r  e s t a b l i s h 

ment and development o f  l i b r a r i e s .  So t h i s  c r i t i c a l  study o f  the 

pa st  plans and schemes on l i b r a r y  development i s  n e ce ssa ry  f o r  

making fu tu re  comprehensive p la n s .  Such plans must be made in  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  and i n  pursuance o f  prev i6us  p la n s .  Hence, aware 

o f  the c r y i n g  need o f  f i l l i n g  t h i s  gap,  I undertook  the r e s e a r c h  

p r o j e c t  on N a t io n a l  plans f o r  L ib r a r y  Development i n  Bangladesh 

from 1947 t o  1983 i n  o rd er  t o  e v a l u a t e ,  analyse and comment upon 

the p i  an sy'M ate r i a l s  c o l l e c t e d  and presented  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  are 

o f  g rea t  r e l e v a n c e  to  a l l  fu tu re  plans o f  Third World C ountr ies  in  

g e n e ra l  and o f  s i g n i fa n c e  i n  making d e c i s i o n  on matters  o f  p o l i c y  

and d e s ig n  in  the f i e l d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Bangladesh.  T hope the  work 

v i l l  encourage the r e s e a r c h e r s  t o  fu r th e r  planning in  s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  

development a l s o .

R esearch  M eth odo logy

Tn i n v e s t i g a t i n g  the problems T f o l l o w e d  the  f o l l o w i n g  methods

( i )  H i s t o r i c a l  Method: The method was adopted in  c o l l e c t i n g  

d a ta .  I c o l l e c t e d  a l l  the r e l e v a n t  government sponsored n a t i o n a l  

p l a n s ,  schemes and r e p o r t s  along with thosp sponsored by p r iv a te  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and a g e n c ie s .  Then T made e x t e r n a l  and i n t e r n a l  

a p p r a is a l  o f  a l l  the m a t e r i a l s .  A l l  the s c h o l a r l y  a c t i v i t i e s  i . e .  

i n t e r p r e t i n g ,  a n a ly s in g ,  summarising,  e n l a r g i n g ,  and e v a lu a t in g  

e t c .  were employed upon them.

( i i )  L i t e r a t u r e  Search:  I s u r v e y e d ,  i d e n t i f i e d  and l o c a t e d  

r e l e v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  such as b o o k s ,  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  thesps  

and d i s s e r t a t i o n s  h e ld  in  a l l  the major l i b r a r i e s ,  p u b l i c ,  s p e c i a l ,
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academic ,  o f  the  cou ntry  and prepared a ^ o r k i n g  b i b l i o g r a p h y / ^

I a l so  v i s i t e d  the r e s o u r c e f u l  and r e se a rc h  l i b r a r i e s  o f  Great 

B r i t a i n .  I t  w i l l  not  be out  o f  p la ce  t o  mention here that  I c o 

l l e c t e d  a good amount o f  v a lu a b le  m a te r ia ls  from B r i t i s h  L i b r a r i e s  

i n  1968 and 1969 vhen I was th e re  f o r  my l i b r a r y  e d u ca t io n  in  

the Schoo l  o f  L ib r a r ia n s h lp  and A rch iv es ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  London.

My t e a ch e r  and guide  at th a t  time Mr. Rymond I r w i n ,  P r o f e s s o r  

and D i r e c t o r  o f  the  Schoo l  o f  L ib r a r ia n s h lp  and A rch iv e s ,  U n iver 

s i t y  o f  London, suggested  t o  me the very  t o p i c  o f  "N at ional  L ib r a r y  

Planning o f  P a k is ta n "  f o r  my fu r t h e r  h igher  r e s e a r c h ,  s in ce  then 

I  have kept  i n  c o n s ta n t  touch  with  the American L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia 

t i o n  and The L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  m a t e r l a l s .UNESCO 

was k ind enough to  h e lp  me v i t h  r e l e v a n t  m a te r ia ls  and r e f e r e n c e s  

s p e c i a l l y  o f  concerned  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  meetings or seminars.

( i i i )  R esearch  V i s i t s :  I had the o c c a s i o n  to  undertake r e s e a 

r ch  v i s i t s  and t o u r s  t o  v a r io u s  l i b r a r i e s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and o r 

g a n i z a t i o n s .  Among the l i b r a r i e s  v i  s i t e d  ? s p e c i a l  mention should 

be made o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  o f  Bangladesh,  Bangladesh 

S e c r e t a r i a t  L i b r a r y ,  Planning Commission L ib r a r y ,  N at iona l  L ib r a r y

and Archive o f  Bangladesh and e t c .

( i v )  P erson a l  i n t e r v i e w s :  I met a d m i n is t r a t o r s ,  e d u c a t i o n i s t s ,  

L i b r a r i a n s ,  p lanners  and o th e r s  and o b ta in e d  t h e i r  views on the 

n a t i o n a l  p la n s ,  schemes and r e p o r t s  concerned  v i t h  the development 

o f  l i b r a r i e s .  I  made c o n t a c t s  with le a d in g  I n d ia n  L ib r a r y  S c ie n 

t i s t s  f o r  a d v i c e ,  o p in io n  and comments.

( v )  Survey: A q u e s t io n n a ir e  was prepared and sent  t o  l i b r a 

r i a n s ,  l i b r a r y  p la n n e rs ,  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n i s t s ,  government o f f i 

c i a l s ,  s p e c i a l i s t s  and persons from a l l  walks o f  l i f e  at home
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and abroad f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d a ta  vh ich  were analysed f o r  thp 

purpose  o f  the s tudy .

Sources  o f  d a ta  and In fo rm a t io n

I ob ta ined  d a ta ,  s t a t i s t i c s  and r e l e v a n t  in fo rm a t io n  from the 

f o l l o w i n g  s o u r c e s : -

i )  P erson al  in t e r v i e w ;  

i i )  P ersona l  c o n t a c t s : -  P r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  a s s o c i a t e ^ ,  a lumnies ,  

l i b r a r y  a d m in is t ra to rs  and s t a f f ;  

i i i )  L ib r a r y  committee minutes ;  

i v )  Report o f  L ib r a r y  Committees, Plans e t c . j  

v )  L i b r a r i e s  and g o v t ,  department f i l e s ;  

v i )  Development Plans and p r o j e c t s ;  

v i i )  G o v t . / n o n - g o v t ,  sponsored Reports  o f  Commissions, Committees 

e t c  •;

v i i i )  L ib r a r y  Rules and R e g u la t io n s ;  

i x )  Annual Reports  o f  l i b r a r i e s ;

x )  O f f i c i a l  a r t i c l e s / R e p o r t s ;  

x i )  Newspapers; 

x i i )  L ib r a r y  S c ien ce  J o u r n a ls /N e w s le t t e r s ;  

x i i i  ) L ib r a r y  Survey R eports ;  

i x )  A d m in is tra t iv e  R u l ings ;  

x )  Legal  d e c i s i o n s ;  

k i )  L i b r a r y  s t a t i s t i c s ;  

x i i )  Govt. P u b l i c a t i o n s ;  

x i i i )  L ib r a r y  S c ien ce  books ;  

x i v )  S o c i a l  S c ie n c e s  books ;

xv)  Correspondence with TFLA, CCMLA, F ID . ;
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x v i )  P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n s  o f  Bangladesh,  I n d i a ,

P ak istan  and o th e r  deve loped  c o u n t r i e s ;  

x v l i )  P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  L ib r a r y  S c h o o ls ;  

x v i l i )  Unesco P u b l i c a t i o n s  and R ep o r ts ;  and 

x x l v )  Seminar R e p o r t s - L o c a l ,  R eg ion a l  and I n t e r n a t i o n a l .

.statement o f  the Problem

Bangladesh i s  an underdeveloped  c o u n t r y .  She almost tops  th* ^

l i s t  o f  undeveloped c o u n t r i e s  o f  the w o r ld .  There has b e e n ^ a J L l t t l e  ( 

development i n  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  say e d u c a t i o n ,  in d u s t r y ,  communi

c a t i o n  e t c .  as a r e s u l t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  plans/ s c  he me s / r e  p o r t s  made s in ce  

19 47 .^Jut development i n  the f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r i a n s h i p  

has been ra th er  slow i n  comparison with o th e r  f i e l d s .  This  slow 

p ro g re ss  o f  l i b r a r y  development was not  a matter o f  any concern  f o r  

the  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  and i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  o f  the c o u n t r y .  L ib ra ry  deve

lopment i s  a p r e c o n d i t i o n  o f  r e a l  development o f  e d u ca t io n  in  a l l  

f i e l d s .  A f t e r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a n a ly s i s  o f  the whole f i e l d

o f  s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  the country  and the pros and cons 

o f  l i b r a r y  deve lopm ent ,  i t  ^was^reallsed that  the r o o t  cause o f  t h i s  

s i t u a t i o n  l a y s  i n  l a c k  o f  sound planning o f  l i b r a r y  development.

Most  or the""nat iona l  p la n s /s c h e m e s /r e p o r t s  d i d  not  emphasise p r o p e r l y '  

the need f o r  l i b r a r y  development o f  the c o u n t r y .  I t  w i l l  bp r^veal^d 

how, to  what e x t e n t  and degree l i b r a r y  development was n e g le c t e d  In 

each  and e v ery  p lan .  There was the l a c k  o f  l i b r a r y  development 

machinery and mechanism and u n fo r tu n a t e ly  there  was l a c k  o f  sponta

neous  s p o n so r s h ip  among the p la n n e rs .  Moreover  plannprs d id  not  

regard  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  c o n s i d e r  the S p in ion s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s  and t h e i r  

v o i c e s  d id  not  reach the planning deskVlhough the p lanners  t h e o r e 

t i c a l l y  r e c o g n is e d  and accep ted  th a t  the fou ndat ion  o f  a pub l ic
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l i b r a r y  was a p r a c t i c a l  dem onstra t ion  o f  d em ocra cy 's  f a i t h  in  

u n i v e r s a l  e d u ca t io n  as a c o n t in u in g  and l i f e l o n g  p rocess  in  the 

a p p r e c i a t i o n  and achievement o f  humanity i n  knowledge and c u l t u r e ,  

i n  p r a c t i c e  they  d id  l i t t l e  f o r  the  genuine improvement o f  l i b r a r i p s .  

B u re a u cra t i c  supremacy, f r e q u e n t  change o f  g o v t . ,  l a c k  o f  i n i t i a t i v e ,  

l a c k  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  the p o l i t i c i a n s  and the p e o p le ,  l a c k  o f  1

moral f o r c e  and c h a r a c t e r  o f  r e a d e r s ,  l a c k  o f  r e se a rc h  s p i r i t  among 

the educated p e r s o n s ,  l a c k  o f  read ing  h a b i t s  among the ed u ca ted ,  l a c k  

o f  l i b r a r y  o r i e n t e d  e d u ca t i o n  e t c .  were some o f  the most im portant  

f a c t o r s  behind unsound, d i s t o r t e d ,  i n c o h e r e n t ,  peacemeal and i n t e r 

m it t e n t  p lann ing .

I n t r o d u c in g  the t h e s i s

The t h e s i s  has been d iv id e d  i n t o  e i g h t  c h a p te r s .  Chapter one (

d e a l s  with the emergence o f  Bangladesh,  e d u c a t i o n  o f  Bangladesh,  

r e t r o s p e c t i v e ,  c u r re n t  and p r o s p e c t i v e .  Chapter two d e a ls  with the 

nature  o f  planning with s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  l i b r a r y  planning and 

p lanning  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  a long with the l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  l i b r a r y  

p lann ing  v i s - a - v i s  e d u c a t i o n .  The t h i r d  ch ap ter  de a ls  with the deve

lopment o f  l i b r a r y  planning mechanisms p r i o r  t o  1947 and l i b r a r y  

developments  as r e f l e c t e d  i n  the  Reports  on e d u ca t io n  during  the 

B r i t i s h  p e r i o d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l a t i n g  t o  the land nov com p ris ing  

B angladesh .  Tn ch a p te r  f o u r  the  g e n e s is  o f  l i b r a r y  development p la 

nning during Pakistan  Ru^e from 1947 to  1971 has been c r i t i c a l l y  -

a n a ly se d .  Tt  a l s o  d i s c u s e s  the  commissions R e p o r ts ,  f i v e  y^ar p lans ,  ^

and o th er  p r o j e c t s / s c h e m e s / p r o p o s a l s  and b r in g s  i n t o  fo cu s  the e f f o r t s  

and endeavours  made towards the development o f  d i f f e r e n t  types  o f

l i b r a r i e s .  Tt  thus examines the planning mechanisms from the stand-
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p o i n t  o f  l i b r a r y  development i n  r e s p e c t  o f  accomodation ,  f i n a n c e ,  

s t a f f ,  s e r v i c e s ,  c o l l e c t i o n  e t c .  Chapter f i v e  c o v e r s  Bangladesh from 

1971 to  1983. T h is  chapter  examines the  n a t i o n a l  f i v e  year  p la n s ,  

committee Reports  on l i b r a r i e s ,  Reports  on E du ca t ion ,  p ro ce e d in g s  o f  

the seminar,  commissions Reports  and Reports  o f  the committees s e t  up 

by the M a r t i a l  Law government. I t  d e a ls  w ith  the m e r i ts  o f  the  r e p o r ts  

along  with th e  l a p s e s ,  la cu n a e ,  d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s ,  draw

ba ck s  e t c .  s p e c i a l l y  from the view po in t  o f  l i b r a r y  development p la 

nn ing .  Tn d i s c u s s i n g  the c o n te n ts  o f  the ch a p ter  the r e s e a r c h e r  had 

t o  take i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  the year 1984 and even 1985 in  some cases  

f o r  the  sake o f  p r o v id in g  a com plete  i d e a  o f  the concerned  p la n s .  Thus 

ch a p te r  f o u r  and f i v e  are the h ea rt  o f  the t h e s i s .  Chapter s i x  dea ls  

w ith  the r o l e  o f  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n s  in  planning l i b r a r i e s .  Chapter 

seven e v a lu a t e s  the r e p o r t s  and e f f o r t s  taken by i n t e r n a t i o n a l  orga

n i s a t i o n s  f o r  l i b r a r y  development i n  t h i s  pa rt  o f  the w o r ld .  The 

c o n c lu d in g  c h a p t e r ,  chapter  e i g h t  summarises the f i n d i n g s  and sugges

t i o n s .
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CHAPTER: OWE 

Bangladesh:  An i n t r o d u c t i o n

Land
1 2 

Bangladesh ,  a landmass o f  55 ,598  s q .m . ,  i s  s i t u a t e d  between

the  l a t i t u d e s  20°34N and 26°38N3 and lo n g i t u d e s  8 8 ° o l ’ E and 92°41  1E.

I t  has common f r o n t i e r s 5 w ith  two c o u n t r i e s ,  namely, I n d i a  and Burma.

The t o t a l  len g th  o f  the f r o n t i e r  l i n e  i s  n e a r l y  1 ,700 m i l e s .

With about h a l f  the su r fa ce  o f  the country  below the 25° contour  

l i n e ,  Bangladesh i s  g e n e r a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  as a d e l t a  o r  as a f l a t  a l l u 

v i a l  p l a i n ,  a l b e i t  the physiography p resents  c o n s id e r a b le  r e g i o n a l
g

v a r i e t y .  G e o l o g i c a l l y  sp ea k in g ,  the land can be d i v id e d  in to  three  

broad c a t e g o r i e s  o f  ph ys iograph ic  r e g i o n s .  These are the T e r t i a r y  H i l l s ,  

the P l e i s t o c e n e  Uplands and the Recent P la in s .

The T e r t i a r y  H i l l s  can be found in  the Chittagong  H i l l  T ra cts  

r e g i o n  in  the SE, the o n ly  r e g io n  in  the country  th a t  e x p er ien ced

upheaval  contemporaneous w ith  the Himalayan Orogeny. Formed mainly o f
8 ’s a n d -s to n e s  and s h a l e s ,  the average h e ig h t  o f  the h i l l s  i s  around 

1 ,0 0 ^ / th e  h ig h e s t  peak b e in g  Mowduk Mual (3 2921 ) on the Bangladesh- 

Burma b o r d e r .

1. '’ D iodorus  w r i t e s  th a t  when Alexander invaded I n d i a ,  the g r e a t e s t
o f  the Ind ian  n a t i o n s  w a s . . . t h e  B e n g a l i s  o f  those  d ays ; ’ Majumd*r, 
R.C. e d . H i s t o r y  o f  B e n g a l , Dhaka U n i v e r s i t y ,  1963, p . 41 .  Emp-ror 
Aurongzeb c a l l e d  Bangladesh " the  parad ise  o f  n a t i o n s  in  the  18th 
c e n t u r y " .  East Pakistan A P r o f i l e . Dhaka: O r ien t  Longmans, 1 9 6 2 ,p. 19.

2 .  Wh i t a k e r ' s  Almanac. 1 9 8 3 ,p . 733. See a lso  Bangladesh P opulat ion  
Census R e p o r t . 1981.

3 .  Meet B ang ladesh . 1979, Dacca: Department o f  Films and p u b l i ca t i o n . ,
P. 12.

4 .  Twenty yea rs  o f  P ak is ta n .  19 47 -67 . Karach i :  Pakistan P u b l i c a t io n s  
1 9 6 7 ,p . I .  See a lso  N a f i s  Ahmed. An Economic geography o f  East 
P a k is ta n . Second ed .  1968, p . 2.

5 .  I b i d . p . l .
6 .  Meet B angladesh . 1979, p. 14.
7 .  I b i d . 7 p . 14.
8 .  Khan, F.Karim. An I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  Economic Geography .Dacca:  Few 

Age p u b l i c a t i o n s ^  19lo3T pp. 5 1 3 -1 ? .
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Marshes are f a i r l y  numerous in Bangladesh and are found in many 

areas .  There are ,  however,  three  areas o f  major c o n c e n t r a t i o n :  to  the 

SVj, to  the NE and to  the NW o f  the c o u n t r y .  The whole cou n try  look s  

l i k e  a "Landscape with  i t s  evergreen  sh ru b ber ies  and bamboo t h i c k e t s ,  

s t r e t c h i n g  f l a t  t o  the end o f  the h o r i z o n  on which boatmen and c u l 

t i v a t o r s  p lay  about in  unison with  n a t u r e " .9

R ivers  are the most commonplace and y e t  a v ery  s i g n i f i c a n t  fea tu re  

o f  the p h y s i c a l  landscape o f  Bangladesh.  Tn s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  g re a t  numbers 

and v a r i e t y ,  the r i v e r s 10o f  the c o u n t r y ,  e x c lu d in g  the ones in  the two 

sou th -w e ste rn  d i s t r i c t s  o f  C hittagong  and Chittagong  H i l l  T r a c t s ,  be long

to  three  major R iver  Systems: the Ganges, the Brahmaputra-Jamuna and
11

the  Meghna.
12Heavy monsoon r a i n f a l l  in  Bangladesh coupled  with i t s  l o c a t i o n  

at the lowermost reaches  o f  three  mighty r i v e r  systems,  which dra in  a 

v a s t  wet b a s in  and low a l t i t u d e  o f  major parts  o f  the c o u n t r y ,  among

o t h e r s ,  make f l o o d s  an annual phenomenon h e r e .  Tn Bangladesh,  major

pa rts  o f  the  country  are v u ln e r a b le  to f l o o d s . 13 F loods  o c cu r  most 

f r e q u e n t ly  in  the r e g io n s  in p rox im ity  to  the c o n f lu e n c e  o f  the b ig  

r i v e r s  and along t h e i r  banks. F loods are l e s s  f r e q u e n t ,  f o r  obv ious

East  P ak is tan: A P r o f i l e  by Dr. S .S .  H ossa in ,  O r ie n t  Longmans, 
Dhaka: 1962? p'.t. ~ ’ ’ '  •

10 ’ E n cy c lo p e d i a  o f  the Third  World.  Revised  E d i t i o n ,  V o l .  T. Kurian, 
George Thomas,, London: M ansel l  P u b l ish in g  L im ited ,  1982, p. 125.

11. I b i d .| p. 126.

12. S p ate ,  O.H.K. , Learnmouth and Farmer, B.H. In d l  a. Pakistan and 
C e y lo n -  The R e g io n . London: Methuen, 1900, p p .573 -7 6 .

13. R ashid ,  H. East Pakistan-A  s y s t ematic  R e g io n a l  geography and i t s  
Envelopment  planning a s p e c t s . Lahore: SK. Ghnl am All

p p .5 2 -5 3 .  See a lso  W ebster1 s New g e o g r a p h ic a l  D i c t i o n a r y T 
1977j p « 114*
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r e a s o n s ,  in  the areas o f  r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h e r  a l t i t u d e s .  F loods  are

in f r e q u e n t  a lso  in  the w estern  part  o f  d e l t a i c  Bangladesh.
14The c l im a t e  o f  Bangladesh i s  g e n e r a l l y  d e s c r ib e d  as t r o p i c a l  

Monsoon. I t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by c o o l  w i n t e r ,  warm to  h o t  summer, heavy 

summer r a i n f a l l ,  and o c c a s i o n a l  storms and c y c l o n e s .  The mean annual 

t e m p e r a t u r e 1® h ov ers  around 78°F. The January mean ranges between 62°F 

in  the N t o  66°F in  the  S. The summer maximum v a r i e s  from 90°F to  95°F 

w ith  Ju ly  temperature v a ry in g  between 80°F and 85°F. Extremes o f  tempe

r a t u r e s ,  as h igh  as 110°F and as low as 45°F,  may be e x p e r ie n ce d  l o c a l l y ,  

though v e r y  i n f r e q u e n t l y .

R a i n f a l l  i s  no t  un iform  a l l  over  the c o u n tr y .  Tt v a r i e s  from about 

55"  in  the NW or  c e n t r e - w e s t  o f  the cou n try  to  about 200" in  the NE.

Rains come here  m ost ly  during the June-September p e r io d  with Ju ly  and 

August e x p e r i e n c i n g  the maximum. The c e n t r e - n o r t h  and n o r t h -e a s t e r n  

part  o f  the cou n try  a lso  get  some r a in  during  the months o f  April-May 

due t o  c l o u d - b u r s t s  u s u a l l y  in  the a f t e r n o o n s .  These pre-Monsoon storms 

are known as the Nor1 w e s t e r s .  November to  February are p r a c t i c a l l y  

r a i n l e s s  in  Bangladesh . 16

C y c lon es  are an important f e a tu re  o f  the c l im a te  o f  Bangladesh.

They v i s i t  the cou n try  during the pre-Monsoon( Apr 11-May) and p o s t 

Monsoon (September-November) p e r io d s  when there  i s  a r e v e r s a l  o f  the 

wind d i r e c t i o n s .  These weather phonomena may be accompained sometimes 

by t i d a l  bores  making them more d e v a s ta t in g  in  c h a r a c t e r .  C o a s ta l  areas

14. S p ate ,  O.H.K. and Learnmouth. I n d i a  and P ak lstan-Laud . People 
and Economy. London: Methuen, I960,  pp. 4 6 -69 .

15. Tayyeb ,  A.P a k is ta n -  A p o l i t i c a l  geograp hy . London: Oxford U n iv e r s i t y
P r e s s ,  1966, pp. 12 -13 .  See a lso  Khan, F. Karim. An I n t r o d u c t i o n  to
Economic GeoeraphvT Dacca: New Age p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  pp. 484 -488 .

16. W h ita k e r 's  Almanac. 1983, 115th ed.  p. 733.
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bear most o f  the brunt  o f  the c y c l o n e s  in Bangladesh,  although in land

areas a lso  s u f f e r  from t h e i r  fu ry .  While complete  r e c o r d s  o f  e a r l i e r

o c cu ra n ce  are n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  i t  i s  known that  the one that  t o o k  p lace
17

in  1797 A.D. was one o f  the most d e s t r u c t i v e ,  r a z in g  a l l  huts  to  the 

ground in  a wide b e l t  o f  the c o a s t .  The one in  1876 with  a t i d a l  wave; 

o f  10’ - 4 5 ’ a l so  d e s t ro y e d  a l o t  o f  many human l i v e s  and p ro p e r ty .  The 

1960s saw as many as 7 se v e re  c y c l o n e s  tak ing  a t o l l  o f  about 4 , 0 0 , 0 r  ̂

human l i v e s ,  the one in  1970 be ing  the s e v e r e s t .

Three d i s t i n c t  seasons  can be e a s i l y  r e co g n is e d  in  Bangladesh,  

These are the w in te r  (November-February) with c o o l  temperature and 

p r a c t i c a l l y  dry  w eather ,  the summer (March-May) with h igh  temperature 

and some r a i n f a l l  f o l l o w e d  by the summer-Monsoon ( June-O ctober )  with 

f a i r l y  h igh  temperature and r a i n f a l l .

With a p r o j e c t e d  t o t a l  p op u la t ion  o f  92m in  1982, Bangladesh i s

b e in g  1 ,955  persons per sq.m. The d e n s i t y  i s  however not  uniform a l l  

o v e r  the c o u n t r y .  In a g e n e ra l  way the hi gh p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  the land 

goes with h igh  d e n s i t y .  Thus the f e r t i l e  f l o o d - p l a i n s  are the most 

d e n s e ly  populated  areas o f  the c o u n try .  D en si ty  Is  h igh  a lso  in  and

around the urban c e n t r e s .  The h i l l y  r e g i o n s ,  the f o r e s t e d  areas 
c o s t a l  lands are l e s s  d e n s e ly  populated  parts  o f  the c o u n t r y .  The d i s 

t r i c t  o f  Dhaka has the h i g h e s t  d e n s i t y  o f  3 f  thousand per sq.m. with 

C h i t tagon g  H i l l  T ra c ts  r e c o r d i n g  the low est  with 147.

17. Muhith, A.M.A. Bangladesh:  Emergence o f  a Nation
Bangladesh Books I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  1978, p. 17. "

Peo pie

I the e ig h th  most populous country  o f  the w o r ld .  She a lso  be lon gs  to  the 

h igh  d e n s i t y  a r e a ^ o f  the s u r fa c e  o f  the g l o b e ,  the average d e n s i ty

18. A l l  ,K. Bangladesh;  A New N a t ion .  Dhaka: A l i  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1982,
P .270. See a lso  Summary Report  o f  the 1977 Land Occupancy Survey 
o f  Rural  B ang lad esh . Dhaka: Bangladesh Bureau o f  S t a t i s t i c s .
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The male p o p u la t io n  t o t a l s  47m, the females numbering 45m.

An important  demographic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  the predominance o f  the

young p o p u la t i o n ,  the l e s s - t h a n - 1 5 - y r .  . group c o n s t i t u t i h g  n e a r ly

50% o f  the t o t a l .  This  age s t r u c t u r e  s t r o n g ly  suggests  a f a s t  r i s i n g

p o p u la t io n  in  the next  g e n e ra t io n  a l s o .  At present  the growth ra te

stand s  at 2 . 5 .  Tt i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  note  th a t  at the beg inn ing  o f  the

cen tu ry  the r a te  was merely  *94. Even during  the i n t e r - c e n s a l  p e r i o d ,
1919 51-*61 ,  the growth r a t e  o f  the pop u la t ion  was 1 .9 5 .

The v a s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  the people  are Muslims. They c o n s t i t u t e  87# 

o f  the t o t a l .  The second important r e l i g i o u s  group, the Hindus number 

11$. C h r i s t ia n s  and Buddhist  Communities account f o r  l e s s  than one p -r  

c e n t  each .
2 0S e v e r a l  t r i b e s  are found in the p e r ip h e r a l  areas o f  Bangladesh.  

Most o f  them in h a b i t  the f o r e s t e d  h i l l  r e g io n s  o f  the Chittagong  H i l l

T r a c t s ,  The f o o t h i l l s  to  the north  o f  the country  and c e r t a i n  parts  o f

n o r t h -w e s t e r n  r e g i o n  a lso  have a s i z e a b l e  number o f  them. N um er ica l ly ,  

the Chakmas. the Moghs. the S a n t h a l s . the Rajbangshis  and the Garos are

more important  than o th e r  t r i b e s  l i k e  the T i p r a s . the Mundas, the Koch a s .

the Khaslas and the Morangs. There are o th e r  s t i l l  sm al ler  communities 

o f  t r ibesm en .  Tn t o t a l ,  a l l  the t r i b a l s  however numb*r o n ly  s l i g h t l y  

o v e r  600 thousands.

The p o p u la t io n  o f  the cou n try  i s  predominantly  r u r a l  with on ly  

13% b e in g  c l a s s e d  as urban in 1982. These r u r a l  communities21 l i v e  in 

v i l l a g e s  spread a l l  o v e r  the c o u n t r y .  The percentage  o f  l i t e r a c y  i s  

v e r y  low and has remained p r a c t i c a l l y  unchanged over  the past 30 years

19 * P re l im in a ry  Report  o f  Bangladesh pop u la t ion  c e n s u s , 1981.

2 l * 1 ^ 3 l a ^CSV T T ~ |Ulat i ° n p i n5U!  1981’ Dhaka: Bureau o f  S t a t i s t i c s , 'l e a d ,  p. V I I .  See a lso  Planning Commission, Swanirvar Gram Pari k a l 
ia n  a. n . d . ,  p . 7 . '----- -------- -----------------
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around 20. The l i t e r a c y  r a te  among male i s  3 1 .0  (4 8 .6  in  urban areas

and 2 7 .3  in  r u r a l  areas)  and among females 1 6 .0 ( 3 0 .3  in urban areas,

13 .7  in  r u r a l  a r e a s ) .  The peop le  o f  Bangladesh are however known to22
possess  a very  independent  temperament and g r a c e .  A m e lt in g  pot o f

races  they r e p r e s e n t  a l i b e r a l  a t t i t u d e .  Nature has made i t s  people  1

s o f t  and y e t  determ ined .  They love  t h e i r  country  i n t e n s i v e l y ,  they

s ig g  "My go lden  Bengal T lo v e  t h e e ” . 23
24The b a s i c  u n i t s  o f  r e g i o n a l  a d m in is t ra t ion  are in  descend ing  

o r d e r :  d i v i s i o n ,  d i s t r i c t ,  s u b - d i v i s i o n ,  thana, parishad and v i l l a g e .  

There are four  d i v i s i o n s ,  19 d i s t r i c t s ,  62 s u b -d iv l s io n j ,  418 thanas,  

4 ,3 5 1  union parishads  and 7 1 ,2 9 1  v i l l a g e s .  The present  M a r t ia l  Law 

government upgrated  the thanas in to  U p a - Z i l l a s .  These i n s t i t u t i o n s  are 

s t i l l  e v o l v i n g  and t h e i r  s ta tu s  and fu n c t io n s  tend to s h i f t  ac cord ing  

to  the nature  o f  the c e n t r a l  government.

The Bangladesh u n i t  o f  currency  i s  the Taka d iv id e d  in t o  100 Po isa  

(known in  Bangladesh as P o is h a ) .  Coines are i ssued  in  denominations o f

1 , 2 , 5 , 1 0 , 2 5  and 50 P o isa  and n o t* s  are issued  in denominations o f  1 ,5 ,  

1 0 ,2 0 ,5 0 ,1 0 0  and 500 Takas. The Taka was devalued In 1972 and 1975 and 

rev a lu e d  in  1980.

T r a n s p o r t a t io n  and Communication

The la rg e  number o f  r i v e r s  and the annual f l o o d i n g  hazard make 

i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  b u i ld  and maintain adequate t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  

in  Bangladesh .  The ra i lw a y s  and waterways are the c h i e f  means o f  t r a n s -

23. T a g o r e ’ s l y r i c  in  Bangla "My golden Bengal ,  T love  t h e e "  was 
accep ted  as the n a t i o n a l  anthem o f  Bangladesh.

24. Bureau o f  S t a t i s t i c s ,  Primary R ep or t .  Bangladesh P opu lat ion  C ensus .
1981, p . 4 .  See a lso  S t a t i s t i c a l  Yearbook o f  Bangladesh 1982. Bangla
desh Bureau o f  S t a t i s t i c s ,  1983, p. 666.
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p o r t a t i o n .  Road co n n e c t io n s  are s t i l l  inadequate .  There i s  no n a t i o n a l  

road system as such. Most roads break o f f  at r iverbanks  and c r o s s in g s  

are made by f e r r y .  Although most o f  the la r g e r  towns are connected  by 

r o a d s ,  the highways become submerged during  the r a in y  sea so n s .  The 

Bangladesh Biman i s  the n a t i o n a l  a i r l i n e s  o f  Bangladesh.  Tt has an 

extended network in s i d e  the country  c o n n e c t in g  the main c i t i e s  and a lso  

 ̂ o p e r a te s  some i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f l i g h t s  from the a i r p o r t  in Dhaka.

Bangladesh has f l o u r i s h i n g  newspaper in d u stry  with 28 d a l l i e s ,  

o f  which 16 are published  in  Dhaka. E ighteen  o f  the newspapers are 

pub l ished  in  Bangla and seven in  E n g l i s h .  Aggregate c i r c u l a t i o n  i s  350,

000 o r  5 per 1,000 i n h a b i t a n t s .  The l a r g e s t  s e l l i n g  d a i l i e s  are the 

i Xt .e fa q  (1 40 ,0 0 0 )  and D ain ik  Bangla ( 2 8 .9 0 0 ’) in Bangla and Bangladesh 

O bserver  (3 8 ,0 0 0 )  and Bangladesh Times (2 5 ,70 0 )  in  E n g l i s h .  The n a t i o n a l  

news agency i s  the Bangladesh Sangbad Sangasta (the  Bangladesh News 
 ̂ Agency) .  Other ag en c ies  are the Bangladesh Press In te rn  at ■’on a l ,  Eastern

News Agency and United Press o f  Bangladesh.  S ix  hundred and s ix te e n  

books were pub l ished  (446 in B enga l i  and 61 in E ng l ish )  in  Bangladesh 
in 1983.

B angladesh ,  has a r i c h  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  extend ing  over  c e n t u r i e s .

I t  has a r i c h  language (Bangla) which be longs  to the Tndo-Aryan family
26

o f  languages and i s  the mother tongue o f  n e a r ly  150 m i l l i o n  people  1n 

the w o r ld .  While l i t e i^ c y ^ B a n g la  i s  the same a l l  o v er  Bangladesh^ fr^re  

are d i l a c t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  from r e g io n  to  r e g i o n .

25. S ource :  R e g i s t r a r  o f  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  Government o f  the P eop le ’ s 
R e p u b l i c  o f  Bangladesh.

2 6 * ff ie New E ncyc lopaed i a  B r i t a n i c a , V o l .  2 , Chicago :  E n cy c lo p a e d ia
B r i t a n i c a ,  I n t .  1 9 7 6 ,p .6 9 0 .  Also E n cy c lo p e d ia  o f  the N a t io n s -A s ia  
ana Aus t r  a l l  j*, London; The N^w Caseton L ibrary  S e r v i c e  Limited1 QVfi TT " " *
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The c o u n try  a lso  I n h e r i t e d  a r i c h  t r a d i t i o n  o f  p a i n t in g ,pxep1 sodes I 

from l e g e n d s ,  l o v e l o r e s  and n a t u r e ' s  beauty f in d  e x p r e s s io n  in t e r r a  f 

c o t t a  p o t t e r y ,  c l a y  m odels ,  h a n d i c r a f t  and em broidery .  Modern Bangladesh

p a in t in g s  sought  and found t h e i r  f i n e s t  e x p r e s s io n s  In f i g u r a t i v e  vorks
l

that  drev  i n s p i r a t i o n  from the s o i l  and t o l l i n g  masses. The vorks  o f  

v a r io u s  p ion eers  d i s p la y  oppearances  o f  boatmen, f isherm en,  pea sants ,  

t r i b a l  vomen, snake charmers,  herds o f  c a t t l e  e t c . 27

E qual ly  v a r ie d  i s  the t r a d i t i o n  o f  music28that  can be b road ly  

d i v id e d  in t o  three  c a t e g o r i e s  -  c l a s s i c a l ,  fdlfc  and modern. V/hile c l a 

s s i c a l  music whether v o c a l  o r  in s trum enta l  has b**en r o o te d  in the ancient  

h i s t o r y  o f  the co u n try  be ing  c u l t i v a t e d  v i t h  p a t ience  and passion by 

d evoted  music ians  over  the c e n t u r i e s ,  f o l k  music29 has been nurtured 

through the ages by v i l l a g e  bards in  v a r io u s  forms such as Bhati a l l .

Baulj.  M a r f a t l , M u r s h ld i . Bhawalva e t c .

Throughout the h i s t o r y  o f  Bangladesh i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r e 3 0 found

e x p r e s s i o n  in  m o n a s te r ie s ,  tem p les ,  mosques, churches and tombs d e p i c t i n g

d i s t i n c t i v e  s t y l e s  and c u l t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e s .  Some o f  the ancient  monuments

such as the Paharpur Buddhists  Monastery and th* Shat Gombuj v 0Sque o f

Begherhat have been p r o t e c t e d  by the Department o f  A rch eo logy .  The

N a t io n a l  Museum has been c o l l e c t i n g  and p re s e rv in g  museum o b j e c t s  o f  

g r e a t  v a lu e .

2 a * The Nev E n cy c lo p a e d ia  B r i ta n n ic  a. V o l .  2, 1976, p . 694.

28.  Meet Bangladesh,  Dhaka: Dept, o f  Films and P u b l i c a t i o n ^ ,  1979? p .2 8 .

29.  I M d .  See a l so  Bangladesh Q u a r te r ly .  V o l .  4 ,  TTo .  T, S ep tem b-r ,1983
p u b l i sh e d  by Pept .  o f  Films and P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  Govt ,  o f  Bangladesh 
PP. 8 - 1 2 .  ’ b ,

3 0 .  I b i d . ,  p. 36 .
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O T
In the f i e l d  o f  c u l t u r e  the major o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the Second Five

Year Plan o f  Bangladesh have been (a )  d e v e lo p in g  the Bangla language and
32 1l i t e r a t u r e  -with emphasis on p rod u ct ion  and p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t e x t  books <

*33in  Bangla  f o r  h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  (b )  expansion  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  services* ' *

throughout  the c o u n t r y ,  the N a t i o n a l  L ib ra ry  forming the apex o f  the

l i b r a r y  system , ( c )  d e v e lo p in g  and promoting f in e  ar ts  and (d )  p re se rv in g

n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  h e r i t a g e .
34

Culture  in  Bangladesh i s  dominated by the middle c l a s s .  Those 

who are very  r i c h  keep a l o o f ,  those who are very  poor e x e r t  a minimal 

i n f l u e n c e ;  and i t  i s  the educated middle c l a s s  that  c o n t r o l s  as "well as 

determ ines  the c h a r a c t e r  o f  the c u l t u r a l  l i f e .  On* o f  the fe a tu res  o f  

the c u l t u r a l  scene i s  the annual ob se rv a n ce35 o f  days l i k e  February 2 1 , 

the Independence Day (March 2 6 ) ,  the f i r s t  day o f  the B engali  New Year 

( A p r i l  1 5 ) ,  Rabindranath T agore ’ s b i r t h  anniversary  (May 9 , )  Nazrul 

I s l a m 's  b i r t h  ann iversary  (May 2 5 ) ,  V i c t o r y  Day (December 16) ,  and 

t w e n t y - f i r s t  o f  February,  c a l l e d  the Shah id  Day. Tn 1952 s e v e r a l  persons 

l a i d  down t h e i r  l i v e s  w h i le  engaged in  a movement f o r  the r e c o g n i t i o n  

o f  Bangla  as one o f  the s t a t e  languages o f  the then P ak istan .  This day 

s t i l l  i’ v - . p rov id es  the educated middle c l a s s  in  Bangladesh with an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  to  reawaken t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m  and f a i t h  in 

d e m ocra t ic  v a lu e s ,  t o g e t h e r  with a sense o f  l n d e n t i t y .  The B enga l i  N*w 

Y e a r ' s  Day how ever ,  c r e a t e s  the usual  l i v e l i n e s s  among the urban p u b l i c .  

The b i r t h  a n n iv e rs a r ie s  o f  the two p o e t s ,  Rabindranath and Nazrul I s lam ,  

are d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a tu r e s  o f  our c u l t u r a l  l i f e .  The two days are observed  

in  the t r a d i t i o n a l  way.

31 .  Bangladesh- Second F ive  Year P lan (1980-85 )  Chapter-XVT. pp .41 -4 3 .
32.  I b i d . , 41 -43

33 .  I b i d . . ’ 50.

3 4 * C e n t r e ’ 1983^ p p ^ l ^ g * 0^ 01̂  Bangladesh« Dhaka: N a t io n a l  Book

3 5 * - r I d  mark ^ c y c l o p a e d i a o f  N at ions :  Asia and A u s t r a l i a . 1 9 7 6 ,p . 22.
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The ,new government t o o k  a number o f  r e f o r m i s t  measures. The Edu

c a t i o n  P o l i c y  produced un favourab le  r e a c t i o n s  inasmuch as i t  sought 

to  make i t  o b l i g a t o r y  f o r  primary s tudents  to  learn  two f o r e ig n  languages .  

Emergence o f  Bangladesh

Between the end o f  B r i t i s h  Rule in 1947 and the l a t t e r  part o f  

1971, B a n g la d e s h ^  c o n s t i t u t e d  the ea s te rn  wing o f  Pak istan .  Throughout, 

t h i s  p e r io d  i t  remained g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  and c u l t u r a l l y
no

d i s t i n c t  from West Pak istan .  Tn the absence o f  e f f e c t i v e  i n t e g r a t i o n  

between the two w in g s ,  the d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  East  Bengal became 

a more p otent  f a c t o r  than the c r e a t i o n  o f  P a k is ta n .3^ The more populous 

but l e s s  i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  East f e l t  i t s e l f  to be n e g l e c t e d  and t re a te d  

i n e q u i t a b l y  by the p o l i t i c a l l y  dominant West.  When in December 1970, 

n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s  were h e ld  f o r  a C o n s t i tu e n t  Assembly and fo r  P rov in 

c i a l  A ssem b lies ,  Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, le a d e r  o f  the Awami League, 

whose S i x - P o i n t  Programme40 c a l l e d  f o r  a b e t t e r  d e a l  f o r  East Pakistan 

and s t re n g th e n in g  o f  i t s  powers as a g a in st  those  o f  the C en tra l  Govern

ment, r e c e i v e d  over-whelming support  from the p e o p l e  o f  East Pak istan .
41

Winning 167 s e a ts  ou t  o f  300,  the Awami League became the m a jo r i ty  

party  in the N a t io n a l  Assembly.

36 .  Khan, A. M ajid .  " S i t u a t i o n  o f  Education and c u l t u r e  in  B angladesh" ,
The Bangladesh Times. Nov. 11 ,1983.  Various pages.

37 .  The World Almanac and Book o f  F a c t s . 1982^ p. 519.

38.  S ingh ,  Major Gen. Sukhwant. The L ib e r a t i o n  o f  Bangladesh.  V o l . T ,
Bangladesh e d i t i o n .  Dhaka: 1980. p . 2.

39 .  S pear ,  P. I n d i a .  Pakistan and West.  London: 1949, p. 191. (

40 .  Ro un aq , J ah an. Pakistan :  Falure in  N a t ion a l  I n t e g r a t i o n , D ac c a:
Oxford  U n iv e r s i t y  P re ss ,  1977, pp. 139-40.
Also  s e e .  Bangladesh;  Background and p e r s p e c t i v e s  by Kashyp, Dr. 
Subash C . T. C . P. S . p u b l i c  a t i o n s , D e lh i :  pp. 1„2 ,  A lso  see Emergence
o f  Bangladesh and Role o f  Awami League by Md. Abdul Vadud Bhuyan*
pp. 100- 110. 9

4 1 .  I b i d . , pp. 189-190.
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F o l i o  ■wing the p r o s c r i p t i o n  by P res ident  Yahya o f  the Aw ami League,

many o f  i t s  l e a d e rs  c r o s s e d  the b order  in to  I n d i a  v h - r -  they s e t  up a j
42 .1 g o v e r n m e n t - i n - e x i l e ' . On 17 A p r i l ,  at ^u j ibn ag a r  ( i n  B an g lad esh ) ,  I

a formal d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  independence was made and ord ers  -were i s s u - d

to  s t r u g g le  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n .  Bangladesh achieved independence4,15 on 16

December 1971 f o l l o w i n g  the c a p i t u l a t i o n  o f  the P ak is ta n i  Army and c i v i l

a u t h o r i t i e s .

Government

The n a t i o n a l  government o f  Bangladesh i s  o f  a u n i ta r y  form mainly 

due to  t h -  compact g e o g r a p h i c a l  nature o f  the t e r r i t o r y  and the homo

geneous nature  o f  i t s  s o c i e t y .  The governmental form that  emerged i s  a 

s y n th e s i s  o f  par l im entary  and p r e s i d e n t i a l  form. The homogeneous nature 

o f  the s o c i e t y  and low l i t e r a c y  ra te  were a lso  f a c t o r s  in  having a 

un icam era l  l e g i s l a t u r e .  Committee system in  th -  parl iament was also  

in tr o d u ce d  in  o rder  t o  ensure re sp e n s iv e n e s s  o f  th® governm-nt to t h -  

p e o p l e .

I n i t i a l l y  the four  s t a t e  p r i n c i p l e s  as enumerated in  the 1972 

C o n s t i t u t i o n 44 v e re  S o c i a l i s m ,  S ecu lar ism ,  Democracy and Fat ion  a l l  sm. 

But in  1977 th ese  Sta te  P r i n c i p l - s  were s u b s t i t u t e d  by the ' t h e  p r in 

c i p l e s  o f  a b so lu te  t r u s t  and f a i t h  in the Almighty A l la h ,  n a t i o n a l i s m ,

democracy and s o c i a l i s m ,  meaning economic  and s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  t o g e th e r
45with  the p r i n c i p l e s  d e r iv e d  from them as s e t  out  1n t h i s  part^,.

42 .  Bhatnagar,  Y a t in d r a .  Bangladesh; B ir th  o f  a n a t i o n ,  D e lh i :  TSSD 
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  1971, pp. 152-54.

4 3 . TSncyclopeadi a o f  the Third W o r ld . V o l .  I ,  1982, p. 125.

4 4 .  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the p e o p l e ' s  R epubl ic  o f  Pakistan:  1972, p . 5.  
See a lso  E n c y c lo p e d ia  o f  the Third W o r ld , 1982, p. 125.

4 5 . The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the P e o p le ' s  Republic  o f  Pak istan ,  amended 
upto 28th F ebruary , 1979, Dacca: Manager, Govt. P r in t in g  P r - s s ,  
1979, P . 5.
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Sconomy

Bangladesh i s  one o f  the l e a s t ^ d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  in  th* w o r ld .

I f  we take the c o u n t r i e s  which have more than ten m i l l i o n  in h a b ita n ts
47Bangladesh i s  found to  be the p o o r e s t  among a l l .  P r o f e s s o r  Dorfaman

48o f  Harvard U n iv e r s i t y  c a l l e d  i t  "modern econom ists  s imple  m ista ke" .

The g re a t  m a jo r i t y  o f  the people  are engaged in t r a d i t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
49a c t i v i t i e s .  Labour p r o d u c t i v i t y  in  Bangladesh i s  very  low because o f  

l im i t e d n e s s  o f  land and o th e r  complementary r e s o u r c e s  as w e l l  as low 

l e v e l s  o f  s k i l l s .  There are more than n i n e t y  m i l l i o n  people  in Bangladesh;  

the per c a p i t a  income thus works ou t  to  about £ 120 a y e a r .  Nearly  47 

per c e n t  o f  the n a t i o n a l  o u tp u t5 0 accrues in the a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c td r  

and about 73 per c e n t  o f  the labour f o r c e  o f  the co u n try  are a lso  enga

ged in  t h i s  s e c t o r .  Value added per worker i s  the h i g h e s t  in  the s e r v i c e  

s e c t o r s  and lo w e s t  in the a g r i c u l t u r e  s e c t o r .

4 6 .  Muhith, A.M.A. Bangladeshi Emergence o f  a N a t i o n . Dhaka: Bangladesh
Books I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  1978, pp. 15, 17.--------------------

47 .  Bangladesh.  The Second Five Years Plan: 19 80 -85 . p . l .

48 .  P r o f .  Dorfaman o f  Harvard U n iv e r s i t y  in  h i s  test im ony b e f o r e  the
house o f  Foreign R e la t i o n  Committee (Sub-Committee on Asian and 
P a c i f i c  A f f a i r s )  s ta te d  "from an economic  po in t  o f  view Kast 
Pakistan i s  s imply a m is ta ke" .  C r i s i s  in  ^ast  Paklstan-Hpar^nes 
b e f o r e  the sub-committee on Aslan and P a c i f i c  a f f a i r s  o f  the
Committee .  House o f  R ep re se n ta t iv e  May 11 and 25,  1971. U.S. Govern
ment P r in t in g  O f f i c e ,  Washington D.C. , p. 26.

49 .  Muhith, A.M. A. Bangladesh-  Emergence o f  a n a t i o n . Dhaka: Books
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L im ited ,  1978, pp. 10- 11 , Also see Majumder, R.C.
H i s t o r y  o f  B enga l .  Dacca U n iv e r s i t y ,  1963, p. 374 .

50. World Almanac and Book o f  F a c ts .  1982. p. 519.
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The* l i t e r a t u r e  o f  Bangladesh ^  has a long  h i s t o r y  d a t in g  back i 

t o  the e a r l y  years  o f  the c e n t u r y ,  and the s tages  o f  i t s  development 

c o i n c i d e  w ith  an awakening o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  among l i s t e n e r s  and r e a d e r s .  

The tw e n t ie th  cen tu ry  has been a time o f  g rea t  and s t r i d i n g  changes in  

regards  theme and t e c h n iq u e ,  l i k e  most o th e r  modern l i t e r a t u r e s *  But 

u n l ik e  any o th e r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i t  r e c e i v e d  a shot  in the arm in  a l a t e  ' 

s ta ge  o f  i t s  deve lopm ent ,  th a t  i s ,  with the ga in in g  o f  Independence o f  ' 

the c o u n try  from c o l o n i a l  powers, The freedom movement o f  1971 freed^nore  

than the s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s h a c k le s ,  i t  f r e e d  the mind o f  a c r e a t i v e  

r a c e .  Although the journ ey  from 1971 to  1983 has not  been l o n g ,  the 

f r u i t s  o f  an unshackled im aginat ion  are a lready  beg in n ing  to  thaw. What 

c h a r a c t e r i z e s  Bangladeshi  l i t e r a t u r e 55 o f  today  i s  an awareness o f  our 

own i . d e n t i t y ,  a search  f o r  the s e l f  which i s  beg inn ing  to  be r e c o g n i z a 

b l e ,  a s t r o n g  urge towards in n o v a t io n  and break ing  down o f  the r e s t r i c t i v e  

t r a d i t i o n ,  and a p r e d i l e c t i o n  fo r  c o n s ta n t  e x p e r im e n ta t io n .  Out l i t e r a 

ture  showed r e s t l e s s n e s s  on the s u r f a c e ,  but moved v i t h  an undercurrent  
o f  c e r t a i n t y ,  f a i t h ,  b e l i e f ,  d i s b e l i e f ,  d ou bt ,  re  j e c t i o n , a ccept  ance , 

c y n i c i s m ,  h o p e - a l l  these  c o n f l i c t i n g  and c o n t r a d i c t o r y  trends  and move

ments c h a r a c t e r i z e  our l i t e r a t u r e 56 at i t s  b e s t ,  which has beCn seen in  

a l l  these  years  s in c e  Independence .

Education; Background

This  p e r io d  vas in  e f f e c t ,  the per iod  o f  b re a k - th ro u g h .  I t  vas 

a p e r io d  o f  in q u i r y  and d i s c o v e r y ,  c h a l l e n g in g  o ld  t r a d i t i o n s ,  t e s t -  I

ln g  nev v a lu e s ,  r a i s i n g  many q u e s t i o n s ,  and sea rch in g  f o r  ansvers .  The f
!

e f f o r t s  in t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  were w e l l - i l l u s t r a t e d  by the work o f  s e v e r a l  

committees and com m iss ions ,  such as in  the f i e l d  o f  e d u ca t ion  s p e c i f i 

c a l l y ,  examples are the C e n tr a l  Advisory  Board o f  E du ca t ion ,  the East

5 4 .  Bangladesh D i s t r i c t  G a z e t t e e r s . 1975, p . 325.

55 .  Rounaq Tahan. Pakistan F a i l u r e .................   p. 14.

5 6 .  I b i d .
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Pakistan E d u ca t io n a l  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  Committee, the E d u ca t io n a l  Reforms

Commission (East  P a k is ta n ) ,  and the Commission on N a t i o n a l  Education

which are s ta te d  in  d e t a i l s  in  chapter  f o u r .

The f i r s t  u n i v e r s i t y  in  Pakistan vas  e s t a b l i s h e d  by the B r i t i s h

in  I 8 8 2 ^ i n  Lahore,  f o l l o w e d  by another in  Dhaka in  1 9 2 1 .^ \ Ti t h  the

Partition came a nev consciousness o f  the importance o f  education so

that  new u n i v e r s i t i e s  came to  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  Apart from the U n i v e r s i t i e s  
5Qo f  the Punjab at Lahore ( 1 8 8 2 ) ,  Dacca and Sind (a t  Hyderabad),  Pakistan 

p ossessed  the u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  Peshawar ( e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1 9 5 0 ) ^ , K a r a c h i ^  

( 1 9 5 1 ) ,  R a jsh a h i^ 2 ( 1954 ) ,  Tslamabad®^(founded 1965, in co r p o r a te d  1967) ,  

Chittagong®4 (founded 1966, in co r p o r a te d  1967) and B a l u c h i s t a n ( Q u e t t a ) ^  

( 1 9 7 0 ) ,  Jahangirnagar^® U n iv e r s i t y ,  Dacca ( 1 9 7 0 ) ,  the VJest Pakis

tan A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n iv e r s i t y  at L y a l lp u r 6 7 ( 1961) ,  the West Pakistan

5 7 .  Roy Chowdhury, S .C. S o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and economic  h i s t o r y  o f  Tnd1 a ,
D e lh i :  S u r j e e t  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  1981, p . 19. See a lso  N uru l lah ,  Syed,
H i s t o r y  o f  Education  in  I n d i a  During the B r i t i s h  p e r i o d . 1947, p . 236.

58 .  Basu, Ananthnath. Education in Nodern I n d ia -A  Brief R eview .
C a l c u t t a :  O r ie n t  BooV Company, 1937","pp.75,  88 . See a lso  Nuru llah ,  
Syed.  H i s t o r y  o f  Education  In Tn d la  During the B r i t i s h  p e r i o d .
London: M acm il lon ,  1 9 4 3 ,p p .2 8 2 -8 3 .  S»e a lso  The U n iv e r s i t y  o f  D acca*. 
a rev iew  o f  changes and developments  during the decade 1958 . -68  . 
Dacca:  The Dacca U n iv e r s i t y  Brochure Committee', 1968, £"p"."l-77"J

59.  Twenty Years o f  Pakistan:  1 9 4 7 -67 , Karachi :  1969, p. 417.

60 .  The World o f  Learning ,  1982-83,  v o l .  I . London: Europa, 1982, p . 1072.

61.  Ebld .  , p. 1073. Also see Pakistan Review. No. 7 . , V o l .  I ,  1953, p . 21.

62.  I b i d . ,  p . 148.

63.  T b ld . . p . 1074.

64 .  T b id . . p . 147.

65 .  E n c y c lo p a e d ia  o f  the Third World: Revised  e d i t i o n , p. 1373.

6 6 . T b id . . p . 148.

T b id .  T p. 1071.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Eng ineer ing  and Technology  in  Lahore6 8 ( 1961) , the
09

A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Hymensingh (1961) and the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
70E ng ineer ing  and T echnology  in  Dacc a( founded 1961 , in c o r p o r a t e d  1 9 6 2 ' .

There were 392 degree  c o l l e g e s  in  1970, in c lu d i n g  94 p r o f e s s i o n a l

c o l l e g e s  ( o f  -which 8 were f o r  g i r l s ) ,  and 285 n o n - p r o f e s s l o n a l  c o l l e g e s
71( o f  ■which 61 were f o r  g i r l s ) .

The u n i v e r s i t i e s  vere  se cu x a r ;  t ea ch ers  and students  pursued t h e i r  

s t u d ie s  and re sea rch  in  an atmosphere o f  academic freedom, u n r e s t r i c t e d  

by any p o l i t i c a l  or  t h e o l o g i c a l  r e s t r i c t i o n .72

At the time o f  P a r t i t i o n ,  few women73 were e n r o l l e d  In c o l l e g e s

and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  Later  o n ,  there  v ere  many c o l l e g e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  fbr  

women and c o v e r in g  almost f i e l d s  o f  s tudy ;  they e n r o l l e d  in almost 

a l l  p os tgradu ate  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  programmes In the u n i v e r s i t i e s . 74The

main fu n c t i o n  o f  the u n i v e r s i t i e s  was to  maintain a uniform standard in
the areas under t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  through common s y l l a b i  

and ex a m in a t ion s .  A l l  c o l l e g e s  in th a t  area were a f f i l i a t e d  at a u n iv e r 

s i t y  which l a i d  down the courses  o f  study and conducted  the exam in at ions .

68 . Worldmark Ency c l o p a e d i a  o f  N at ions ;  Asia and A u s t r a l ia .  1 9 7 1 ,p . 279.

®9. The World o f  Learn ing .  1982-S3 . p. 146.

70. I b i d .  . p . 147.

71 .  Commonwealth U n i v e r s i t i e s  Yearbook ,  1971, p. 109.

72.  Keay, F.E. H is t o r y  o f  Education  in  I n d ia  and P a k is ta n . London: 
O.U.P. 1964, p. 226.

73 .  S ha r fu d d in ,  Abdulla  A l - K u t i . e d .  Education  f o r  A l l ;  East Pakistan
E d u ca t ion  Week. Dhaka 1966 -67 . Dhaka: 1968, t>p. 173-183.  See Also 
Z a k i j  V.M. E d u ca t io n a l  Development in P ak is ta n . Islamabad: West 
Pakistan  P u b l ish in g  Company. See a lso  The E n cy c lo p a e d ia  B r i ta n n ic  a 
in  30 v o I s . v o l .  13, 1976, p . 904.  ~

7 4 * E d u ca t io n a l  S t a t i s t i c s For West Pak istan :  1962-63,  Part TIT*
Higher  Educ at Ion T PP. 2 5 -2 7 .
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In f a c t  the e a r l i e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  were l i t t l e  more than examining
75b o a rd s .  P a k is ta n i  u n i v e r s i t i e s  were n o t  J>een able t o  shed the exagger 

ated importance attached  to  exam inat ions .  The next  development was th a t  

the u n i v e r s i t i e s  began to d e v e lo p  t h e i r  own te a ch in g  departm ents ;  in

e x c e p t  f o r  the two a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  two e n g in e e r in g ,  Islamabad and Jahan- 

g i rn a g ar  U n i v e r s i t i e s  which were pure ly  t ea ch in g  and re se a rc h  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

Apart from t h e i r  own departments under the d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  o f  the u n iv e r 

s i t y ,  each u n i v e r s i t y  had some i n s t i t u t e s ,  which were f in a n ced  by the

u n i v e r s i t y ,  but had sep a ra te  boards o f  g o v e r n o r s ,  with a c e r t a i n  measure
 ̂  ̂ 78 „ ---- -

o f  autonomy. The U n iv e r s i t y  c o u ld  d i s a f f i l i a t e  a c o l l e g e  i f  i t  f e l t

t h a t  s tandards  wer$ not  m ainta ined .  U n i v e r s i t i e s  sen t  teams o f  in s p e c t i o n

to  keep themselves  informed about c o n d i t i o n s  in a f f i l i a t e d  c o l l e g e s  and

sometimes appointed  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on t h e i r  boards o f  g o v e r n o r s ,7^

The annual grants  made by p r o v i n c i a l  governments through t h e i r

e d u c a t i o n  departments c o n s t i t u t e d  the main s o u rce 80o f  income o f  a l l  the

u n i v e r s i t i e s .  The government o f  the then Pakistan accepted  the p r i n c i p l e

o f  making d i r e c t  grants  f o r  v a r io u s  schemes submitted t o  them by the

u n i v e r s i t i e s  from time to  t im e.

7 5 .  Report  o f  the Dacca U n iv e r s i t y  Committee; 1912. C a l c u t t a :  The 
Bengal  S e c r e t a r i a t  Book Depot ,  1914, ^ .9 .

7 6 .  I b i d . . pp. 1 2 ,1 5 -1 6 .

77 .  Twenty years  o f  P ak is ta n -  1 9 4 7 -67 . p. 417.

78.  Hand Book o f  the U n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  P a k is ta n . Islamabad: U n iv e r s i t y  
Board o f  P ak is ta n ,  1968, p. 42.

79.  Annual Report  o f  the u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  P ak istan ,  1 9 4 8 -7 0 T v a r i o u s  pag*s .

80 .  Twenty Years o f  Pakistan :  19 47 -67 . p .  418 .

76p a r t i c u l a r ,  Dacca was o r i g i n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  as a t e a c h in g  u n i v e r s i t y .
77The u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  Pakistan were both  t e a c h in g  and a f f i l i a t i n g  b od ies

\
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The r a t i o  o f  government grant to  t o t a l  budget v a r i e d  from one 

u n i v e r s i t y  to  another ,  but  the g e n e ra l  p a t te rn  seemed to  be th a t  govern-
Q  -I

ment grants  amounted to  more than o n e - h a l f  . The h i g h e s t  academic body

vas  the academic c o u n c i l ,  which c o n s i s t e d  o f  a l l  p r o f e s s o r s ,  r e a d e r s ,

some p r i n c i p a l s  o f  a f f i l i a t e d  c o l l e g e s  and a few d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s ch o la rs

in  v a r io u s  f i e l d s .  The e x e c u t iv e  a u th o r i ty  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  v e s te d  in  
82

a s y n d ic a t e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a s e n i o r  t e a c h e r ,  a r e g i s t e r e d  graduate and 

some o th e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  perso n s .  The Chairman o f  the academic c o u n c i l '  

and the s y n d ic a te  or  the e x e c u t i v e  c o u n c i l  was the V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r ,  who 

was the r e a l  academic and e x e c u t iv e  head o f  the u n i v e r s i t y .  The V i c e 

C h a n c e l l o r  was appointed  f o r  a per iod  o f  four  y e a r s 83 and there  was no ' 

bar a g a in s t  h i s  r e -a p p o in tm e n t .  The P res ident  o f  the then Pakistan was 

the C h a n c e l l o r  o f  Islamabad u n i v e r s i t y  and the p r o v i n c i a l  governor was 

the  C h a n c e l l o r  o f  a p r o v i n c i a l  u n i v e r s i t y . 84 P rop osa ls  having  f i n a n c i a l  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  were f i r s t  examined by the f inan ce  committee8^ b e f o r e  they 

went to  the s y n d i c a t e .  A l l  p r o p o s a ls  fo r  new departments and b u i ld in g s  

went to  the planning and development c o m m it te e .86Tn most o f  the u n iv e r 

s i t i e s ,  E n g l ish  was the medium o f  i n s t r u c t i o n . 87 Most t e a c h e r s  possessed  

r e s e a r c h  d e g r e e s . 88 Many tea ch e rs  had h ig h e r  degrees  from Europe,  the 

United  Kingdom or  the  United S ta tes  o f  America. Teaching  was done through 

l e c t u r e s ,  t u t o r i a l s ,  l a b o r a t o r y  work and f i e l d  s u rv e y s ,  but l e c t u r e s  pre

dominated,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  the ar ts  s u b j e c t s .  There was a growing emphasis 

on r e se a rc h  in  the u n i v e r s i t i e s . 89

8 1 .  I b i d . , p . 417.

8 2 .  I b i d . , p . 418 .

8 3 .  I b i d . . p . 417.

84 .  ^ 3-v c r s j -t:I-ftS‘ T n ter -U n ivers i  ty Board o f  Pakistan.  i y o o - o b  j p.  127.
S5‘  ? ° 0* o f  'M lv s r s lt l .s  o f  Pakistan Inter.TJnlv.rs1 tv
86 .  f ^ k | s t | n ^ Slamat,ad, 1968 ’ -----------
oo * ^ m iss ion  on N a t io n a l  E d u ca t io n . 1959, p. 281.
8 8 - f j ~  B° ° *  ^  U niversities. In t. 7 = g 5 I ^ i i t ^  B o a r i  o f

1 9 55 -56 . Various  pages .  -------------------- --------—
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The t o t a l  enrolment at u n i v e r s i t i e s  in  1969 -70 (196 0 -61  f i g u r e s  

in  b r a c k e t s  f o r  comparison)  vas 181, 715 (4 8 ,5 5 5 )  o f  vhom 157,895 

(4 4 ,4 6 2 )  v e r e  r e g i s t e r e d  fo r  u n d e r g r a d u a t e /P r o fe s s i o n a l  o r  diploma 

c o u r s e s ,  2 3 ,24 6 (3 97 9 )  f o r  m aster ’ s degrees  by examination and 574(114) 

f o r  r e s e a r c h  d e g r e e s90 ( M . R i i l ,  M . L i t t .  P h .D . ) .

A l l  the  degree  c o u rse s  at the u n i v e r s i t i e s  and most o f  the diploma 

c o u r s e s  v e re  f u l l - t i m e  c o u r s e s ,  r e q u i r i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and re g u la r  

a t ten d a n ce ,  but  some c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t y  departments a lso  o f f e r e d  

even ing  c o u r s e s ,  mainly in  languages ,  Lav, Commerce and L ib ra ry  S c i e n c e .

The I n t e r - U n i v e r s i t y  Board o f  the then Pakistan ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  in

1948 by the then M in i s t r y  o f  E duca t ion ,  government o f  P ak is tan ,  c o n s i s t e d  

o f  three  members from each u n i v e r s i t y ,  one be ing  the V i c e -C h a n c e l l o r  and 

the o t h e r  tvo  nominees o f  the s y s n d ic a te  or  the e x e c u t iv e  c o u n c i l . 91

There vas a g re a t  p o l i t i c a l  upsurge in  1968 and a nev govermrwAt 

came in t o  pover and put forward nev e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o p o s a l s .  On r e c e i p t  

o f  comments from a la rg e  number o f  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  and many i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

the p r o p o s a l s  v e r e  r e d e f i n e d  and put in to  the form o f  Nev E du ca t ion a l
P o l i c y , ^2

In a d d i t i o n  to  the u n i v e r s i t i e s  there  were learned  b o d ie s  l i k e  

r e s e a r c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  v h ich  c a r r i e d  on 

programmes o f  r e s e a r c h .  The C en tra l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  I s la m ic  R esearch ,  the 

Pakistan  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  the I n s t i t u t e  o f  Development Econom ies , 93

89 .  Annual Reports  o f  the U n i v e r s i t i e s  from 1948-1970T Various  pages.

90 .  I b i d .

91 .  Hand Book o f  the U n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  Pakistan 1968. p. XTTT

92 .  P ak is ta n .  Proposa ls  ~;ror Nev Education P o l i c y . 1970.

93 .  T h is  I n s t i t u t e  vas t r a n s f e r r e d  to  East Pakistan (nov Bangladesh)
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the Pakistan I n s t i t u t e  o f  I s la m ic  Research , 94the Pakistan I n s t i t u t e
q c

o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  Pakistan A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  the Advancement
96

o f  S c i e n c e ,  the S c i e n t i f i c  and I n d u s t r i a l  Research L a b o r a t o r i e s ,  the 

Atomic Energy Commission , 97 Urdu Development B o a rd ,98B enga l i  Academy, 99 

I q b a l  Academy 100and v a r io u s  o th e r  b o d ie s  were engaged in r e se a rch  in  

t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s . 101 Tn s p i t e  o f  so many commissions and r e p o r t s  

on e d u c a t i o n ,  the standard and scope  o f  s c h o o l ,  madrasah and h ig h e r  

e d u ca t i o n  d id  n o t  improve as d e s i r e d .

I f  the r e s u l t s  f e l t  s h o r t  o f  e x p e c t a t i o n s  during  t h i s  per iod  

o f  t r a n s i t i o n ,  the progress  was by no means i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  The path to  

s p e e d i e r  p r o g r e s s  in  the fu ture  was paved by many e n l ig h t e n in g  d i s 

c o v e r i e s .  Tt was l e a r n e d ,  f o r  example that  freedom was no magic wand 

to  b r in g  p r o g r e s s ,  which o n ly  hard and sus ta in ed  work with s k i l l  and 

competence can win.  The gaps between th e o ry  and p r a c t i c e  were r e co g n iz e d  

among the gre a t  h u r d l e s .  R e a l i z a t i o n  a lso  dawned on the c o u n t r y ' s  l e a d e r s  

th a t  the o b j e c t i v e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  development were not  a t ta in a b le  by any 

d o c t r i n a i r e  o r  copybook  method.

The p resent  Educational  - p r o v i s i o n  in Bangladesh
102B r o a d ly ,  e d u ca t io n  in  Bangladesh com prises  thr<*e l e v e l s ,  primary,  

secon dary  and h i g h e r .  Pre-primary e d u ca t io n  i s  o f f e r e d  by a few pr ivate  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  m ost ly  in  the m e tro p o l i ta n  c i t i e s ,  and few thousand mosque 

s c h o o l s  in  the r u r a l  a r e a s .  The Department o f  Education  maintains a 

l o o s e  s u p e r v i s i o n  over  them .

9 4 .  P ak is ta n .  The F i r s t  Five Year P lan-  1 9 5 5 -6 0 , pp. 575 -76 .

95 .  The World o f  L e a rn in g . 33rd v o l .  T, p. 1065.

96 .  P ak is tan .  F i r s t  Five Year P la n -1 9 5 5 -6 0 . p . 575.

97 .  T b id . , p . 577.

98 .  Twenty Years o f  P a k ls ta n -1 9 47 -67 . p . 425.

99 .  B enga l i  E n c y c lo p a e d ia ,  v o l .  3 .  1973, p . 394.

100. The World o f  Learn ing .  3 3 r d . edn. , v o l .  T  ̂ p. 1065.
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Primary Education

The d u ra t i o n  o f  primary e d u ca t io n  i s 1035 y*ars  (grades  1 .6 )  

b e g in n in g  at the age o f  6 . There are 40 ,926  primary s c h o o l s  in  the 

cou n try  and many secondary  s c h o o l s  have primary s e c t i o n s  attached to  1 

them. Although t u i t i o n - f r e e  primary e d u ca t io n  i s  y e t  to be made un iverJ  

s a l  and com p ulsory ,  o n e - t h i r d  o f  the s c h o o l  age c h i l d r e n  s t i l l  remains ' 

o u t s id e  s c h o o l s .  The major prob lem s104 in  t h i s  area a r e : -

a. Low enrolment r a t i o ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  g i r l s ,  the enrolment r a t i o  

f o r  g i r l s  be ing  around 3 6 .5 8  per c e n t .

b .  Inadequate p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .

-2 1 -

Number o f  primary s c h o o l s^-byj G ovt . and Non-Govt. i s  shownbelow:-

Govt.

37100

—  ■*977- 78----------------------------- 1978-79 nQ79 R0

Non-Govt.  T o t a l  Govt.  Non-Govt. T o t a l  Govt.  N o n -G ott .T o ts  

4687 41787 37439 5004 42443 37609 4979 42588

1980-81 1981-82

Govt.

37430
Non-Govt.  T o t a l  Govt. Non-Govt.  T o t a l  

5017 42447 37261 5402 42683

S o u r c e : ( i )  Primary Education  o f f i c e r s ,  M in i s t r y  o f  E ducat ion .  

( 11 ) Bangladesh Bureaue o f  S t a t i s t i c s  (1982)

103* E n c y c lo p e d i a  o f  the Third W o r ld . R -v i se d  E d i t i o n .  V o l  I 
London: M anse l l  P u b l ish in g  L im ited ,  1982, p. 138! * *

104. I b i d .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



- 2 2 -

Secondarv Education

Secondary E d u ca t ion 105 c o n s i s t s  o f  three  phlases-Junior Secondary 

(grades  6- 8 ) ,  Secondary (grad es  9 -1 0 )  and h ig h e r  secondary  (grades  11- 12) .

Vthile secondary  ed u ca t io n  i s  o f f e r e d  in  8 ,662  ju n io r  high s c h o o ls  

and h igh  s c h o o l s ,  the h ig h e r  secondary  cou rse  i s  p rov id ed  in  the i n t e r 

mediate s e c t i o n s  o f  343 degree  c o l l e g e s  and in  213 in term ed ia te  c o l l e g e s .  

y Two p u b l i c  exam inat ions  at the end o f  grades 10 and 12 l e a d in g  to  the

Secondary S ch o o l  C e r t i f i c a t e  (SSC) and Higher Secondary C e r t i f i c a t e s (H S C )  

r e s p e c t i v e l y  are conducted  by four autonomous Boards o f  In term edia te  

and Secondary E duca t ion .

One o f  the major we akness106o f  secondary  ed u ca t io n  i s  th a t  i t  has 

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been looked  upon as p rep a ra to ry  to h ig h e r  e d u ca t ion  w ithout  

c a t e r i n g  f o r  p r e p a ra t io n  f o r  e n try  in to  v o c a t i o n s .  A fu r th e r  problem i s  

the h igh  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  at the SSC and HSC Examination.  At the 1983 SSC 

Examination ou t  o f  2 ,6 9 ,5 0 1  c a n d id a t e s ,  o n ly  37 ,9  p*r c e n t  became s u c c e s s 

f u l ,  the m a jo r i t y  in the Second and Third D i v i s i o n .  Tt i s  w e l l  known th a t  

f a i l u r e  in  E ng l ish  i s  the most important f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  to  high 

f a i l u r e  in  the SSC and HSC Examinations.

Higher Education

Higher  e d u c a t i o n 10^ in c lu d e s  e d u ca t ion  at post-HSC l e v e l  ( a f t e r  

g r a d e - 12) c om p r is in g  the f o l l o w i n g  c o u r s e s 108 o f  s t u d i e s :  (a )  2- y e a r s  

o r d in a r y  f i r s t  degree  ( B . A . , B .Com., B . S c . ) . ( b )  3-Y *ars  s p e c i a l i s e d  

degree  in  A r ts ,  S c i e n c e  and Commerce; ( c )  4 and 5 y - a r s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i r s t  

degree  in  E n g in e e r in g ,  A r c h i t e c t u r e ,  M e d ic in e ,  e t c . ( d )  M a s te r 's  Degree 

(D u ra t ion :  1 -2  years  depending on p r e - q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ) :  ( e )  Diploma in

105. I b i d .
106. I b i d .  F i l e s  maintained in the o f f i c e s  o f  the Boards o f  In term edia te  

and Secondary E duca t ion .
107. W h ita k e r 's  Almanack; 1983. p. 732.
108. Korldmark E n cy c lo p e a d ia  o f  the N a t i o n s , V o l .  4 , 1 U3 4 .
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Jjibrary S c i e n c e  (one year  a f t e r  B a c h e l o r ' s  Degree) M. A. in  L ibrary  

S c i e n c e  ( t v o  years  a f t e r  B a c h e lo r ’ s Degree and one year a f t e r  Diploma).  

( f ) M .H i i l  and Ph.D. degree  (D urat ion :  2 y »a rs  f o r  M .F h i l .  and 2 years  

f o r  Ph.D.)

The r i s e  and f a l l  o f  number o f  s tu dents  and tea ch e rs  by u n i v e r s i t y  

are g iv en  b e l o w : -

-2 3 -

Narae o f  U n i v e r s i t y }  Students
J___1979- 8Q____________E 1980-81________ J________1981 - 8?

________________________ EM ale  {Female }T o ta l  IMale {Female {Tot al{Maleg Female 8 T o t a l

Dhaka 10555 4021 14576 10993 3577 14570 11448 3884 15332

Jahangir  Nagar 1060 198 1258 941 175 1116 1252 254 1506

C h i t t  agong 4402 868 5270 4198 876 5074 4248 985 52 33

Rajshahi 8318 1679 9997 8470 1767 10237 9322 1942 11264

Engg. u n i v e r s i t y 2302 81 2383 2553 88 2641 2667 99 2766

A g r i . u n i v e r s i t y 2935 111 3046 3316 154 3470 3414 184 3598

T o t a l 29572 6958 36530 30471 6637 37108 32351 7348 39699

„  i________________________ } T e achers 5
ame o f  U n i v e r s i t y ! ________ 1979-80 if 1980-S i ......  } 1981-82""'

-------—-------------------------- i Male {Female {T o ta l  {MalcjfFemale { T o t a l ?  Male KFemale {Tot
Dhaka 714 135 849
Jahangir  Nagar 135 15 150

C hit tagon g 332 22 354

Rajsh ahi 406 19 425

Engg. u n i v e r s i t y 246 8 254

A g r i .  u n i v e r s i t y 347 7 354
T o t a l 2180 206 2386

source; University Grants Commission

670 133 803 710 135 845
138 14 152 137 18 155
336 20 356 373 22 395

435 21 456 436 21 457
254 13 267 259 15 274
358 8 366 352 6 358

2191 209 2400 2267 217 2484
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The co u r s e s  o f  h ig h er  educ a t i o n ^ ^ a r e  o f f e r e d  by degree c o l l e g e s ,  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l e g e s  and s i x  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  fbur o f f e r  g e n e ra l  c o u r s e s ,  

one o f f e r s  c o u r s e s  in  a g r i c u l t u r e  and the o th e r  courses  In en g in e e r in g  

and t e c h n o lo g y .  A seventh u n i v e r s i t y  i s  in  the p r o c e ss  o f  b e in g  e s ta b 

l i s h e d .  Although the u n i v e r s i t i e s  are s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  95 

per c e n t  o f  t h e i r  t o t a l  expen d iture  i s  provided by the Govt, as b l o c k  

g r a n ts .

One o f  the most s e r i o u s  problems 110in  the f i e l d  o f  h ig h er  ed u ca t ion  

i s  th a t  i t s  expans ion  during  the past  decades has been c o m p le te ly  un

r e l a t e d  to  the manpower needs o f  the country  and th a t  i t s  enormous 

growth has been p o s s i b l e  at the expenses o f  pr im ary ,  secondary  and 

t e c h n i c a l  s e c t o r s .  R e c e n t ly  a f e e l i n g  has grown th a t  a u n i v e r s i t y  i s  a 

p la c e  to  keep the young peop le  o f f  the labour market. Secondly  w i th in  

the  h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n  system there  i s  a s e r i o u s  imbalance n e a r ly  70 

per c e n t  o f  a l l  enrolments  b e ing  in  the arts  and humanities. T h ir d l y  

in  s p i t e  o f  the h igh  c o s t  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  and c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n ,  the 

o v e r a l l  performance in  terms o f  q u a l i t y  and output  o f  t h i s  s e c t o r  i s  

ex trem e ly  p o o r .  The dropout  or  f a i l u r e  r a te s  1n B .S c ,  and B.Com. Hons, 

and pass i s  v ery  h ig h .  Tn the o u t l y i n g  r u r a l  c o l l e g e s  the f a i l u r e  and 

d r o p o u tr a te  in  B .S c .  Hons, has been re cord ed  as h igh as 87 per c e n t .  

T e c h n i c a l  E ducation

T e c h n i c a l  e d u ca t io n ^ ^ "  i s  o rg a n is e d  in  three  t i e r s - c e r t i f i c a t e , 

d ip lom a  and d e g r e e .  Wider c e r t i f i c a t e  courses  preparing  s k i l l e d  workers 

are p rov id ed  in  54 v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t e s .  3 -y ea r  d ip lom a 

co u r s e s  in  v a r io u s  branches o f  e n g in e e r in g  and te ch n o lo g y  are o f f e r e d  by

-2 4 -

109. Bangladesh Economic Survey: 19 81 -82 . Dhaka: M in is t r y  o f  P lanning,
1982, p. 211.  -----------  ’

110. T b id .

I l l *  Bangladesh Yearbook :  1983. Dhaka: Progat i  Prakashani ,1983 ,  p. 168.
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17 P o ly t e c h n i c s  and 4 m on otech n ics . Degree c o u rse s  however are 

p rov id ed  by 4 Engineer ing  C o l l e g e s  and a U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Engineer ing  

and T e ch n o lo g y .  The major gap in  the f i e l d  o f  t e c h n i c a l  educa t ion  

are :  (a )  inadequate  l inkage  o f  t e c h n i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  v i t h  i n d u s t r i e s ;  

(b )  l a c k  o f  r e le v a n ce  o f  the c u r r i c u l a  to the s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  c o n d i 

t i o n s  o f  the c o u n t r y ;  ( c )  shortage  o f  t e a ch e rs  in  the e n g in e e r in g  

 ̂ c o l l e g e s  due to  b ra in  d ra in  on the part  o f  high l e v e l  t e c h n i c a l

manpower and (d )  shortage  o f  s k i l l e d  v o r k e r s - t h e  r a t i o  between eng ineers  

t e c h n i c i a n s  and s k i l l e d  workers be in g  1 : 3 : 2  as aga in st  the in te r n a 

t i o n a l  g u i d e l i n e  o f  1 : 5 : 1 5 .

Number o f  t e c h n i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  by type and tea ch ers  and 

s tu d e n ts  t h e r e in  are shown b e l o w : -

I n s t i t u t i o n  j Number o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  [Number o f  t e a ch e rs _______j F o . o f  s tudents  In - tak e
________________ 11980-81 1981-82 1982-83 11980-81 1981-82 1982-8311980-81 1981-82 1982-83

.E n g in e e r in g
C o l l e g e 3 4 4 102 152 152 1589 1709 1709

.T echn ic  a l  
Te a c h e r ' s  
T ra in in g  
C o l l e g e 1 11 109

. P o ly t e c h n i c  
I n s t i t u t e 17 17 17 781 845 851 9805 11627 16206

. I n s t i t u t e  o f  
Graphic  Arts 1 1 1 18 27 19 83 85 104

. T e x t i l e
I n s t i t u t e 1 1 1 24 24 25 408 428 -

.L eather  
T ech no log y  
I n s t i t u t e 1 1 1 23 23 15 34 34 127

.Commercial
I n s t i t u t e 6 6 - 23 59 - 1120 1200 -

.Survey
I n s t i t u t e 1 1 8 8 302 307 _
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9 .  V o c a t i o n a l  
T ra in in g  
I n s t i t u t e 25 54 54 148 258 258 2591 4500 4E_0

10 . Trade 
s e c t i o n  
a ttached  to  
p o ly t e c h n i c  
I n s t i t u t e 13 13 2279 2870

11 . Commercial 
department 
a t tached  to 
p o l y t e c h n i c  
I n s t i t u t e 10 10 105 69 1600 1700 _

12 . G1 as s and 
Ceramic 
I n s t i t u t e 1 1 1 10 10 5 45 m 62

1 3 .T e x t i l e  
C o l l e g e 1 1 1 35 37 23 465 474 310

Source : Bangladesh Economic Survey (1 9 8 1 -8 2 )
4

Madrasha Education

B e s id e s  the g e n e r a l  system o f  e d u ca t ion  there  Is  a t r a d i t i o n a l
112system known as "Madrasha e d u c a t i o n ,  which imparts r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c 

t i o n  to  the Muslim s tu d e n ts :  The s ta ges  o f  t h i s  system a r e : -

a. Ebtadayee (Primary) 4 years  c o u r s e .

b .  D akhl l  (Secondary)  6 years  a f t e r  E btadayee .
r

c .  Alim (Higher S econ dary ) :  2 y - a r s  a f t e r  f t a k h i l .

d .  F a z l l  ( F i r s t  Degree) 2 y ea rs  a f t e r  Alim,.

e .  Kamil (M aster ’ s D eg re e ) :  2 years  a f t e r  F az.il•

1 1 2 . J b i d . ,  p. 1 6 9 .
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Number o f  Govt ,  and a f f i l i a t e d  madrasahs (se cond a ry  l e v e l  and 

above) w ith  t e a ch e rs  and students  th e r e in  under the Madrasah Education  

Board are g iven  be l o w : -

5
Type o f  I 
madrasahs K

■ " n r
Number o f  madrasahs 5 Number o f  teachers

5
if Number o f  students

1980-81 1981-82 1982-83 51980-81 1981-82 1982-83 51980-81 1981-82 1982-83

D ak h i l 1426 1682 1361 10797 11016 11910 131210 150200 200753

Alim 477 530 452 6001 8532 5218 91550 83350 79825

F azil 596 594 575 8748 8748 8152 132312 13600 127171

Kamil 63 58 62 1312 1312 1382 18396 18500 22312

T o t a l 2562 2864 2450 26858 29608 26662 363468 388050 420062

S o u r ce :  ( i )  Bangladesh Economic Survey .  M in i s t r y  o f  Finance and P lanning,  

( i i )  Madrasah Education  Board,  (No. o f  Madrasah, f o r  1 9 81 -82 ) .

The most s e r i o u s  problem in t h i s  f i e l d  i s  th at  the Madrasahs 
have remained o u t s id e  the r u le  o f  m odernis ing  i n f l u e n c e ,  no s e r i o u s  

attempt made to  up -date  the academic programme and in tro d u ce  s c i e n c e  

and t e c h n i c a l  s u b j e c t s  in  t h e i r  c o u rse s  o f  s t u d i e s .

Teachers  Education

A o n e - y e a r  c e r t i f i c a t e  in Education  f o r  primary tea ch ers  i s  

c u r r e n t l y  o f f e r e d  by 48 primary t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t e s  (P I T s ) .  The 

minimum q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  admission i s  HSG, f o r  men and SSC fo r  women 

(The o n e -y e a r  course  i s  b e ing  r e p la ce d  by a tw o -y »a r  c o u r s e ) .

For tea ch e rs  o f  secondary  s c h o o l s ,  10 Teachers T ra in in g  C o l l e g e s  

o f f e r  the B.Ed. course  ( the  e n try  requirement b e ing  a b a c h e l o r ’ s 

d e g r e e ) .  The I n s t i t u t e  o f  Education  and Research o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  

o f  Dhaka o f f e r s  a o n e -y e a r  Diploma in Education  and a tw o-year  M.Ed. 

c o u rs e  (two years  a f t e r  b a c h e l o r ’ s degree  and on* year a f t e r  diploma) 

and a Ph.D. programme in  E du cat ion .
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Number o f  t e a ch e rs  t r a i n i n g  c o l l e g e s  and I n s t i t u t i o n s  and number o f  

s tudents  t h e r e in  are shown be low :  -

-2 8 -

Ye ar
5 T e a c h e r s 1 T ra in in g  C o l l e g e  
5 (Secondary  S ch o o ls )

4
?

T e a c h e r s1 T ra in in g  I n s t i t u t i o n  
( Prl^arv  s c h o o l s )

5 5 *
I No, o f  5 No. o f  s tudents  5 
5 C o l l e g e  5 S

T o t a l I
?

i
N o . o f  I 
I n s t i t u t e o n s  5

No. o f  
s tudents

8
5 T o t a l  
1 . .

1970-71 8 1798 60 8892

1971-72 8 1798 60 8892

1972-73 12 2223 56 7482

1973-74 12 2667 56 9028

1974-75 12 2899 47 7627

1975-76* 12 2861 47 7360

1976-77* 11 2823 47 7093

1977-78 10 2785 47 6825

1978 ,79* 10 2748 47 6900

1979-80* 10 2711 47 6975

1980»81* 10 2674 47 7050

1981-82 10 2639 47 7125

1982-83 10 2639 47 7125

♦Estim ates .

S o u rce :  ( i )  Bangladesh Bureau o f  S t a t i s t i c s .  (1981)

( i i )  Bangladesh Economic Survey . (1 9 8 2 )
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Numbor o f  o th e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l e g e s  by type and number o f  s tudents  

t h e r e i n  were as un d er : -

Year 1 Law A g r i c u l t u r e  Home S o c i a l  welfare
1_____  _____________________________________________ Economics________ and r e se a rch
' N o . o f  ' N o . o f  ’ N o . o f  ’ N o . o f  ' N o . o f  ’N o . o f ’ N o . o f  1 wo . o f
’C o l l e g e  ' s tu d e n t  1 c o l l e g e ' s tudent  ' c o l l e g e  C o l .  1 Student

________ '__________ '____________ ' '____________ '____________'s tu d e n ts_________'________

1969-70 10 3638 1 303 1 467 1 165

1970-71 11 4590 1 407 1 500 1 281

1971-72 14 6763 1 447 1 500 1 301

1972-73 11 4550 1 850 1 300 1 206

1973-74 22 9922 1 506 1 398 1 187

1974-75 22 8811* 1 506 1 562 1 225

1975-76 22 7700(a ) 1 372 1 522 1 312

1976-77 22 6703* 1 310* 1 615* 1 253*

1977-78 22 5706 1 248 1 708* 1 259*

1978-79 24 6932 1 248 1 800 1 350

1979-80 24 6706 1 248 1 800 1 377

1980-81 22 5606 1 397 1 800 1 319

1981-82 22 5606 1 397 1 800 1 335

1982-83 22 5606 1 397 1 800 1 -

♦Est im ates .

(a )  E x c lu d in g  da ta  f o r  s i x  c o l l e g e s .

S o u r c e s :  ( i )  Bureau o f  E d u ca t io n a l  in fo rm a t io n  and S t a t i s t i c s (1982)

( i i )  Bangladesh Economic S u rv e y , 1981-82.

( i i i )  P r i n c i p a l s ,  S o l l e g e  o f  Arts & C r a f t s ,  Home Economics and 
I n s t i t u t e  o f  S o c i a l  W elfare  and R esearch .
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Tt i s  b e l i e v e d  that  a t t r a c t i n g  the r i g h t  kind o f  persons to

the t e a c h in g  p r o f e s s i o n  has been a b a s i c  problem. Also the cou rses  
113o f  s t u d i e s  need to be updated ,  modernised and improved. The dura

t i o n  o f  the C e r t i f i c a t e  in  Education  course  f o r  primary tea ch e rs  has 

to be extended so th a t  the q u a l i t y  o f  teachers  at t h i s  l e v e l  may be 

improved.

E d u c a t io n a l  A dm in is tra t ion
115E d u c a t io n a l  A d m in is tra t ion  In v o lv e s  two l e v e l s  p o l i c y  and

e x e c u t i o n .  While the M in i s t r y  o f  Education  i s  concerned  with p o l i c y  
f o r m u la t i o n ,  p lan n in g ,  m onitor ing  and e v a lu a t i o n ,  the D i r e c t o r a t e s

v i z :  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Primary E du ca t ion ,  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Secondary and

Higher E ducation  and D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  T e ch n ic a l  Education  are r e s p o n s ib le

f o r  e x e c u t i o n  o f  the p o l i c i e s  l a i d  down by the M in i s t r y  and f o r  academic

s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  the i n s t i t u t i o n s  under t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o n t r o l .

In a d d i t i o n ,  the f o l l o w i n g  s t a f f  departm ents116 o f  the M in i s t r y

perform  s p e c i a l i s e d  fu n c t i o n s  ass igned  to  them :-  (a )  The N a t io n a l
T 117
I n s t i t u t e  o f  E d u ca t io n a l  A d m in is tra t io n ,  Extension  and Research (NTEAER) ,

(b )  The N a t io n a l  Curriculum Development C e n tre l l 8 (NCDC), ( c )  The Bang

la desh  Bureau o f  E du ca t io n a l  In fo rm a t io n  and S t a t i s t i e s 119(BA*TBETS),

113. Bangladesh Economic Survey: 1 9 81 -82 . Dhaka: M in is t r y  o f  P lanning,
1982, p . 212.

114.  Education  in  Asia and the P a c i f i c :  Reviews.  Reports  and Notes 
Number 19. 1982 . Bangkok: T hai land :  UNESCO R eg ion a l  O f f i c e  f o r  
E ducation  in Asia  and the P a c i f i c ,  pp. 15 -16 .

115* Bangladesh Yearbook :  1983. Dhaka: Progoti  Prokashanl , 1 9 8 3 ,p. 164.

116. T b l d . . p. 165.

117. Bangladesh Economic S urvey : 1981-82 ,  p . 223.

118. I b i d .

119. T b ld .
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(d )  The Bangladesh Education Equipment Board (BEEB),(e)  The N a t io n a l  

I n s t i t u t e  o f  E d u ca t io n a l  T*edia and T echnology  (NTE]'fT) , ( f ) The D i r e c 

t o r a t e  o f  Audit  and I n s p e c t i o n .  F urth er ,  a number o f  autonomous b o d ie s  

have a share in the  a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  These a r e : - ( a )  The

U n i v e r s i t y  Grants Commission (UGC), (b )  S ix  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  ( c )  Four
120Boards o f  In term e d ia te  and Secondary E du ca t ion ,  (d ) The ^adrasha

E du cat ion  Board,  ( e )  The T e c h n i c a l  Education  Board,orvi The Bangladesh

S c h o o l  Text  Book Board.

There i s  a number o f  major problems in the ar*a o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  
121

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  F i r s t ,  e d u ca t io n  i s  underadm in is tered .  In 1980 

th e r e  "were o n ly  150 ad m in is t ra t iv e  and s u p e r v i s o r y  posts  In c lu d in g  

a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  from the Education  S e c r e ta r y  down to  the Thana Edu

c a t i o n  O f f i c e r  f o r  o v e r s e e in g  the work o f  about 53 ,000  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

at  v a r io u s  l e v e l s .  Second, there  i s  a la ck  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  1nserv1.c 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  growth o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  a d m in is t r a t o r s . 122 T h ir d ,  s in c e  

the  academic s u p e r v i s o r y  s t a f f  had to  devote  most o f  t h e i r  time and 

e f f o r t s  t o  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  departm ental  p r o j e c t s ,  adademlc s u p e r v i s i o n  

remained g r o s s l y  n e g l e c t e d .  Fourth ,  at the p o l i c y  l e v e l  most o f  h ig h er  

o f f i c i a l s ,  b e in g  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s ,  moved from the M in is t r y  o f  Education 

t o  o t h e r  M i n i s t r i e s  f r e q u e n t ly  as a r e s u l t  a sense o f  commitment to  

the e d u ca t i o n  s e r v i c e  had been found to be la c k in g .

E d u c a t io n a l  Finance
123Education  in  Bangladesh i s  g r o s s l y  un der f in a n ced .  ‘‘ Over the 

y ea rs  the percen ta ge  o f  exp en d itu re  on e d u ca t ion  has d e c l i n e d  both

120. S t a t i s t i c a l  Yearbook o f  Bangladesh: 1981. p . 397.

121. Bangladesh Yearbook: 1983. Dhaka: P ra g o t i  Prokashonl , 1983, 
p. 164.

122 . I b i d .

123. S t a t i s t i c a l  Yearbook o f  Bangladesh: 1981. p. 401.
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ln  terms o f  GDP and annual bu dget .  During 1973-81 the share o f  

r e c u r r e n t  exp e n d itu re  on e d u ca t io n  had undergone a gradual  d e c l i n e  

from 15 .5  per c e n t  to 13.10 per c e n t .  Tn terms o f  GDP the 1982-83 

budget  exp en d itu re  on educ a t i o n l24uas l e s s  than 1 .4  per c e n t  w hile  

most c o u n t r i e s  o f  the r e g io n  spent in  the neighbourhood o f  2 per cen t  

and UNESCO recommendation vas f o r  7 per c e n t .  On the development

^ s i d e , the Second Plan (1980 -85 )  a l l o c a t e d  4 . 3  per c e n t  to  e d u ca t io n

(th e  share o f  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  development exp en d iture  on ed u ca t io n  

dropped from 7 . 2  per c en t  in  1973-74 to  3 .9  per c e n t  in  1983 -8 4 ) .

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  exp en d iture  over  v a r io u s  l e v e l s

o f  e d u ca t ion  i s  h i g h l y  skewed. The r e c u r r e n t  c o s t s  on a primary

c h i l d  and a u n i v e r s i t y  student  b e in g  Taka 76(£ 3 .0 7 )  and Taka 10,333

(£ 4 1 8 .3 4 )  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The average c o s t  o f  an undergraduate in 
a government c o l l e g e  i s  Taka 2 .1 00  (£ 8 5 .0 3 )  w h i le  in  a n on -g o v e rn -

t  mCnt c o l l «g «  the average c o s t  i s  Taka 210 ( £ 8 . 5 0 ) .  Furthermore,

o v e r  70 per cen t  o f  the investment in  e d u ca t ion  goes in  the urban

area  where u n i v e r s i t i e s  and most o f  the g o v t ,  c o l l e g e s  and s c h o o ls  
are l o c a t e d .

124. J b i d .  '

125. Bangladesh. The Second Five Year Plan MQRn.BSI , pp.xVT-1114,

S*e alS° Sta t i c a l  pocket Book o f  Bangladesh nop-; BanglaJ-sh 

Bureau o f  S t a t i s t i c s ,  1983, pp. 503-504 .
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The f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  shows the c o n s o l i d a t e d  e x p en d itu re  on edu ca t ion  

by type  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s .

(Tn c r o r e  Taka)
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Revenue exp e n d itu re 1977-78 1978-79 1979-80 1980-81 1981-82 1982-83

Primary s c h o o l s 68 .73 85 .24 9 0 .1 1 95 .02 98 .64 142.00

G ovt .  S p e c i a l  s c h o o l s  4 .4 8 5 .2 0 5 .5 8 6 .7 2 6.84 9 .2 7

Non-Govt,  
s p e c i a l  s c h o o l s 3 .8 1 5 .49 6 .74 12.73 14 .58 17.29

Others 2 .6 0 2 .9 9 4 .5 5 5 .2 3 6 .44 8.73

Govt .  Secondary 
s c h o o l s 4 .0 0 4 .9 3 5 .5 2 6 .3 0 7 .2 0 8.55

Tion-Govt. 
Secondary s c h o o l s 16 .40 2 6 .0 1 25 .19 35 .53 36 .19 4 3 .1 4

T o t a l ( F o r  Secondary 
s c h o o l s ) 20 .40 3 0 .9 4 3 0 .7 1 4 1 .8 3 43 .39 51 .69

Govt.Co l i e g e s (M e n ) 2 .9 4 5 .8 2 7 .5 6 8 .9 2 11.79 14.44

Govt .  C o l l e g e s  (V.’omen) 0 .6 4 1.10 1 .31 2 .6 7 2 .0 5 2 .5 6

T o t a l  (For Govt, 
c o l l e g e s ) 3 .5 8 6 .9 2 8 .8 7 11.59 13 .84 17.00

Non-Govt .  C o l l e g e s (Men)2.57 5 .1 1 5 .1 9 8 .5 9 8.94 10 .61

Non-Govt,  
c o l l e g e s  (women) 0 .7 7 - - - - -

T o t a l  ( f o r  Non- 
Govt .  c o l l e g e s ) 3 .3 4 5 .1 1 5 .1 9 8.59 8.94 10 .61

G ovt ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
c o l l e g e s 0 .9 2 1.23 1.45 1.99 1.74 2 .1 6

U n i v e r s i t i e s 13 .62 20.10 23 .63 26 .00 30 .00 3 6 .00

T o t a l  Revenue 
e x p e n d i tu re 134 .38 175.75 109.88 229 .83 247.20 294.75

B . T o t a l  Development 
e x p e n d i tu re 5 7 .7 1 64 .08 64.94 9 6 . 69 10 7 .06 88 .37
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Grand T o t a l
(Bev.& D ev . )  192.09 240 .83  255 .82  32 6 .52  3 5 4 .2 6  383 .12

I n d e x (1974-75=100)
Expenditure  in
r e a l  term 165 207 220 280 304 329

( d e f f l a t e d * )  8 6 .1 4  9 6 .7 2  92 .35  10 7 .4 1  105.12 11 .56

T o t a l  exp e n d itu re
as# o f  G.D.P. 1 .3 1  1 .39  1.29 1 .40  1.34 1 .34

Per c a p i t a  e x p e n d i tu re  _
in  c u r r e n t  p r i c e s  2 2 .9 5  28 .13  29 .17  36 .32  3 8 .67  4 0 .8 8

Per c a p i t a  e x p en d itu re
in  c o n s t a n t  p r i c e s  10 .29  11 .30 10,53 11 .95  11 .48  11 .92

N o te :  Non-Govt,  c o l l e g e s  man & ■woman are shown t o g e th e r  from 1978-79* Shxxs 
Current e x p e n d i tu re  on e d u c a t i o n  d e f l a t e d  by the T n i p l i c i t  N a t io n a l  
Income D e f l a t i o n  (N .T .D . )

S o u rce :  Bangladesh Bureau o f  S t a t i s t i c s  (1 98 2 ) .
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Need f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n

The p r e s e n t  edu ca t ion  system c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by wastage and I n e f f i 

c i e n c y  has o u t l i v e d  i t s  u t i l i t y .  Consequent ly  there I s  a g re a t  n»*d j 

t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  the educate o n l 2 6 system so as to  augment the i n d u s t r i a l  ! 

and t e c h n i c a l  development o f  the country  and enable  cont inuous  a d ju s t 

ment o f  n a t i o n a l  g o a l s ,  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  and r e l i g i o u s  va lues  and to 

encourage  in n o v a t io n s  and e n tre p re n e u rsh ip  fo r  a ch ie v in g  an a c c e l e r a t e d  

pace o f  n a t i o n a l  economy and s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s .  At the same time the 

c o u n t r y  has t o  b u i l d  the c h a r a c t e r  o f  the youth by I n s t i l l i n g  in  them 

the h i g h e s t  sense o f  i n t e g r i t y ,  honour and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

The New E ducation  P o l i c y
127C u rre n t ly  a New Education  P o l i c y  i s  under fo rm ula t ion  .The p r i n c i 

p l e s  o f  the new p o l i c y  are to  in c r e a s e  a m ean ig fu l  l i t e r a c y  base in  the 

c o u n t r y ,  to  make e d u ca t io n  open ended throughout  l i f e ,  to  prov ide  f o r  

d i f f e r e n t  kinds o f  v o c a t i o n a l  and t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  to  prov ide  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s y s tem at ic  h ig h e r  e d u ca t ion  accord ing  to ne^ds and 

a p t i t u d e ,  t o  d e c e n t r a l i z e  h ig h e r  e d u ca t ion  through e s ta b l i sh m en t  o f  

autonomous u n i v e r s i t y  c o l l e g e s  in  the d i s t r i c t s ,  and to  r e l a t e  a l l  

p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  e d u ca t io n  t o  n a t i o n a l  requ irem ents .

G u id e l in e  o f  the new system

The proposed system ^ 8  o f  e d u ca t io n  w i l l  have a number o f  s ta g e s -  

b a s i c ,  p r e p a r a to r y ,  secondary  and h ig h er  secondary^ Higher edu ca t ion  

w i l l  f o l l o w  the h ig h e r  secondary  s ta g e .  Students  coming out  s u c c e s s f u l
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126, Bangladesh Yearbook:  1983, p. 163.

127, The new Education  P o l i c y  i s  under fo rm u la t ion  and p r i n c i p l e s  
have been fo c u s s e d  in  the D a l ly  newspapers by the M in i s t r y  o f  
E d u ca t io n ,  Government o f  the P e o p le ' s  R epubl ic  o f  Bangladesh,

128, I b i d .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



from the SSC Examination at the end o f  grade 10 w i l l  e n r o l l  in 

c o u r s e s  e i t h e r  le a d in g  to  2 year  Higher Secondary C e r t i f i c a t e  or  

a 3 year  d ip lom a.  The course - ' -^under  r e f e r e n c e  are: (a) Humanities

(b )  S c ie n c e  ( c )  Commerce and O f f i c e  management (d )  Higher Secondary 

T e c h n i c a l  ( e )  Nursing ( f )  Primary Teachers T ra in in g  (g )  A g r ic u l tu r e  

(h )  Leather  T ech no log y  (1)  Ceramic T echnology  ( j )  P r in t in g  & Graphic 

Arts  (3 y ea r  Diploma) (k)  P o l y - t e c h n i c  Diploma(3 y e a r s ) .  |

A fte r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  com p le t in g  these  c o u r s e s ,  s tudents  w i l l  be 

ab le  t o  e n te r  h ig h e r  e d u ca t ion  accord ing  to  t h e i r  competence .  Tn the 

proposed  p o s t -p r im a ry  stage  o f  the new e d u ca t ion  system there  w i l l  

be the  f o l l o w i n g  m o d a l i t i e s  o f  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n :  (a)  F u l l - t im e  ge n e ra l  academic c o u r s e ;  (b )  S p e c i a l i z e d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o u r s e s  in m ed ic in e ;  ( c )  V o c a t i o n a l  and t e c h n i c a l  edu

c a t i o n  combining with  cou rse  and i n d u s t r i a l  e x p e r i e n c e ;  (d)  A c q u is i t i o n  

o f  v o c a t i o n a l  s k i l l  by combining p a r t - t im e  s c h o o l i n g  with pa rt - t im e  

j o b s ;  and (e )  Courses f o r  dropouts  o f  grades 6- 9 . In o rd e r  to  make

the  t e a c h in g  community f a m i l ia r  with new trends  and technique  o f  edu- 
131c a t i o n ,  a comprehensive d i s t a n c e  te a ch in g  programme 1.s being taken 

up w ith  the h e l p  o f  the programme p r o j e c t e d  through newspapers ,  

p e r i o d i c a l s ,  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  r a d io  and t e l e v i s i o n .

Measures i n i t i a t e d

In  o r d e r  t o  base the proposed e d u c a t i o n a l  r e c o n s t r u c t ' ' o n  on 

n a t i o n a l  c o n se n su s ,  r e a c t i o n s  o f  the people  on v a r io u s  i s s u e s  o f  edu

c a t i o n  have been o b ta in e d  through a q u e s t i o n n a i r e . 132 In the meantime, 

the  f o l l o w i n g  roeasures-^^have been taken to  improve the e d u c a t i o n a l  

system: 1 . B as ic  e d u ca t i o n :  P ro v is io n  has been made f o r  a primary

129." Tbld~ "
130. I b i d .
131. Bstngladesh Economic Survey:  1981 -82 . p# 223.
132. Q u e st io n n a ire s  were f l o a t e d  and data  have been com pu ter ised .

In  the meantime some measures have be^n taken.

-3 6 -

133. I b i d
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s c h o o l  f o r  2 ,000  peop le  o r  f o r  an area o f  2 sq .  k i l l o m e t r e s ,  8 .6 4  

m i l l i o n  te x tb o o k s  have b*en d i s t r i b u t e d  by the Government, f r e e  o f  

c o s t ,  s te p s  have been taken t o  accord  p r e fe re n ce  to  woro»n in r e c r u i t i n g  

t e a c h e r s  at the primary l e v e l ,  and the d u ra t io n  o f  primary te a ch er  

t r a i n i n g  has been extended from one year to  two y e a r s .  Many important 

advantages were Envisaged from these  measures . 134

Measures namely t r a i n i n g  o f  t e a c h e r s , g r o u n d  survey o f  a l l  

secondary  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  through computerised  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  , 136 

development o f  s tandards  f o r  measurement o f  a p t i t u t e s  and academic 

per form ance ,  p r e t e s t i n g  o f  t e x t  b o o k s ,  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  p op u la t ion  

e d u c a t i o n  in the Secondary C u rr icu la , ,  and t e x t  b o o k s ,  g o v t ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

t o  the s a l a r y  o f  concerned  t e a c h e r s  by b0% t o g e th * r  with 30# o f  the 

b a s i c  t o t a l  as c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  a l lo w a n ce s ,  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a u d io - c o n s o l e s  in 

s e l e c t e d  secondary  s c h o o l s ,  p r o v i s i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  o f  

secon d a ry  s c h o o l s  d r o p o u t s 137and f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  s c i e n c e  t e a c h in g  were 

taken f o r  improvement o f  Secondary and Madrash e d u ca t i o n ,  Tn the  f i e l d  

o f  T e c h n i c a l  and E ng ineer ing  Education  s teps  l i k e  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n a l  

b u i l d i n g s ,  purchase o f  b ook s ,  equipment and f u r n i t u r e ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  

o f  a second s h i f t  in  the p o l y t e c h n i c s ,  in t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  scheme 

e n t i t l e d "  Learn w h i le  you e a r n " ,  p rop osa ls  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a numb*r 

o f  secon dary  t e c h n i c a l  s c h o o l s ,  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  expanded and b e t t e r  

i n s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t e a ch e rs  and a d m in is t r a to r s ,  p r o v i s i o n  

o f  ju t e  and c o t t o n  t e c h n o l o g i e s  in the c o l l e g e  o f  l e a t h e r  t e ch n o lo g y
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134. Newspapers r e p o r t s  published  on d i f f e r e n t  d a t e s .

135.  Tbid .

136. T b id .

137. Tbid .
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and development o f  the c o l l e g e  o f  l e a t h e r  t e ch n o lo g y  f o r  o f f e r i n g  

degree  c o u rse s  in  a d d i t i o n  to  the e x i s t i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e  and Diploma 

c o u r s e s  v e r e  taken f o r  t h e i r  development.  Tn the case  o f  Higher Edu

c a t i o n  comprehensive schemes139in c l u d in g  expansion  o f  academic and 

p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  such as l i b r a r i e s ,  L a b o r a to r ie s  e t c .  fo r  the 

development o f  the i n s t i t u t i o n s  are be ing  implemented.  A scheme is  

b e in g  prepared f o r  the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  a u n i v e r s i t y  c o l l e g e  at each 

o f  the d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r te r s .  The foundation  o f  the Tslamic  U n iv e r s i t y  

o f  Bangladesh has been l a i d .

For the sake o f  economy and e f f i c i e n c y  in  a d m in is t ra t io n  in 

E ducation  some i n s t i t u t i o n s  as s ta te d  be low have been merged: -  

( a )  The N a t io n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  E d u ca t ion a l  A d m in is t ra t io n ,  Management 

and Research and the Bangladesh Education  Extens ion  and Research 

I n s t i t u t e  have been merged in t o  a new I n s t i t u t i o n - N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  

o f  E d u ca t io n a l  A d m in is tra t ion  Extens ion  and Rese arch (NTEAER) I40 (b )

The i n s t i t u t e  o f  Tslamic  Education  and Re search has b*en in te g r a t e d

v i t h  the I s l a m ic  U n i v e r s i t y ,  ( c )  The S ch o o l  B roa dcas t in g  Programme 

and the Audio V i s u a l  Education  Centre have been merged in t o  the  N a t io n a l  

I n s t i t u t e  o f  E d u ca t io n a l  Media and Technology  (NTEMT). (d)  The N a t ion a l  

Curr icu lum  Development C e n tr e142 and the Bangladesh S ch o o l  Textbook 

Board have been merged in to  one bo d y - th e  N a t io n a l  Curriculum aid T ext 

book  Board.

138. Bangladesh Yearbook:  1983. 168.

139. I b i d . . p.  173.

140. Bangladesh Economic Survey.  19 81 -82 . p . 223.

141. I b i d . ,  p . 225.

142. I b i d . . p . 225.
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The f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  i s  g iven  below fo r  e v a lu a t i o n  o f  comparative

development in  the f i e l d  o f  edu ca t ion from 1977- 78 to  1982-83.

*
5

s
1977-78 ? 1982-83

1. Number o f  primary s c h o o ls • • » 41787 42683

2 . Average number o f  t e a c h e r  per p r -* 
s c h o o l

mary 
• * ■ 4 4

3. Average number o f  s tudent  per 
primary s c h o o l • 181 203

4. Number o f  secondary  s ch o o ls 7946 8798

5. Average number o f  t e a c h e r  
per secondary  s c h o o l • « 11 12

6 . Average number o f  s tudent  per 
secondary  s c h o o l • * 302 311

7. Number o f  c o l l e g e ( gen era l ) ■ * 592 623

8 . Number o f  M e d ic a l  c o l l e g e • * 10 10

9 . Number o f  Eng ineer ing  c o l l e g e * * 3 4

10. Number o f  Law c o l l e g e * • 22 zz
11 . Number o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e • • 1 1

12 . Number o f  In term ed ia te  and 
secon da ry  Education  Board • • 4 4

13. Number o f  U n iv e r s i t y • • 6 6

14. Number o f  Teachers  T ra in in g  c o l i e g e . . 10 10

15. Number o f  Primary t r a in i n g  
I n s t i t u t e • * 47 47

16. Number o f  P o ly te ch n ic  I n s t i t u t e • • 17 17

17. Number o f  V o c a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  
( G o v t . ) • * 26 44

18 . Number o f  Nursing I n s t i t u t e • * 20 21

19. Number o f  P r ivate  N o n - p r o f i t  
Trades s c h o o ls • •■ 18 20

20 . Number o f  Homoeopathic c o l l e g e * •• 16 18
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1977-78 i 1982-83

21 . Numb-r o f  Ayurvedic  c o l l e g e • * • 1 3
22 . Number o f  Unani c o l l e g e 3 4
23. Number o f  Madras ah (G o v t . and 

a f f i l l a t e d ) :

(a)  D akhi l

(b )  Alim

( c )  F a z i l

(d) Kamil
T o t a l  Madrasha

i t *  

t t • 

• * * 

• * •
• • «

1308

547

474

57
2386

1685

498

591

59
2833

24. P a r t i c i p a t i o n  r a t e :

(a )  Pr im ary(5 -9  j i »ars ) • • • - 58 .89

(b )  Secondary(  10-14 y ea rs ) • * * - 20 .92

( c )  Higher e d u c a t i o n . ( 1 5 - 2 4  y e a rs )  . . . - 1.90
i

25. F u l l  time students  in 6 u n i v e r s i t i e s . .

(a )  Male • • * 23166 32351

(b)  Female * * # 5320 7348

T o t a l ■ ■ ■ 28486 39699

26. T e a c h e r -s tu d e n t  r a t i o : * • # 1 : 44 .00 1 : 4 3 .18

(a) Primary 1 : 4 4 .00 1: 43 .18

(b )  Secondary * * * 1 : 27 .00 1: 19.93

( c )  C o l l e g e  (G enera l) • • « 1 : 20 .04 1 : 19 .75

(d )  U n iv e r s i t y • • • 1: 12 .65 1 : 15.18

27. O perat ing  expences  per s tudent : -

(a )  Primary
(b )  Secondary
( c )  C o l l e g e  (G enera l )
(d )  U n iv e r s i t y

* • * 

• • • 

• • • 

• • •

106
191
775

7377

140
250

1225
8632

28. % L i t e r a c y  (5 years  and o v e r ) - 2 3 .8 ( a )

29. Adult l i t e r a t e  as a percent  o f  
p o p u la t i o n  o f  age 15 years  and

t o t a l
above 2 9 .2 ( a )
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1977-78 1982-83

30.  T o t a l  Govt.  Revenue expen d iture
on e d u c a t1 o n ( c r o r e  Taka) . . . 134 294

31 .  T o t a l  development exp en d itu re  on
e d u ca t ion  ( c r o r e  Taka) . . . 58 88

32. Per c a p i t a  t o t a l  p u b l i c  expenditure
on e d u c a t i o n ( c u r r e n t  p r i c e )  •••• 23 41

33. Grantf. t o t a l  (Revenue and D ev . )  . . . 192 382

34 .  Real  per c a p i t a  exp en d iture  at
1972-73 pri ces(TND) . . . 10 11

Bangladesh has i n h e r i t e d  an e d u c a t i o n a l  system that  no lo n g er  answers the
1

n^eds o f  i t s  economy o r  r e f l e c t s  the hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t o i l i n g

m asses.  The system was implanted by the c o l o n i a l  r u l e r s  to  s u i t  t h e i r  r e q u i r e 

ments.  Th is  w i l l  have t o  be redes ign ed  to  s o lv e  the problems o f  an independent 

n a t i o n  with  i t s  own c u l t u r e  and v a l u e s .  Independence becomes meaningless un less  

each i n d i v i d u a l  i s  g iv en  the o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  d e v e lo p in g  h i s  b a s i c  p o t e n t i a l s  

t o  i t s  h i g h e s t  l e v e l .  E q u a l i ty  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  must b -  ensured as 

q u i c k l y  as p o s s i b l e  and edu ca t ion  o f  the common man must f ind  an e x p re s s io n  

in  e d u c a t i o n a l  p lan n ing .  The r e s o u r c e s  o f  the country  be ing  l i m i t e d  the task  

i s  no doubt e a s y .  The c o u n try  has a lready  i n i t i a t e d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w^th f r i e n d l y

n a t i o n s  in  an e f f o r t s  t o  f in d  answers to  common problems in the f i e l d  o f  edu-
143

c a t i o n  and c u l t u r e .

Bangladesh i s  overwhelmed with  g i g a n t i c  problems and has been d e s p e r a t e ly  

tjrying to  s o l v e  them in  phases and in  o rd e r  o f  t h e i r  assigned p r i o r i t y .  

Doubling  food  p r o d u c t i o n ,  e r a d i c a t i n g  i l l i t e r a c y ,  check in g  the p op u la t ion

143. Meet B an glad esh , p . 27.
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e x p l o s i o n  and in c r e a s i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  ou t -p i j t  -  Is the o rd e r  o f  p r i o 

r i t i e s .  The cu r re n t  emphasis i s  on 1 i n t e g r a t - d  r u r a l  deve lopm ent1 .

The ’ i n t e g r a t e d  development i s  r e p l a c i n g  the o ld  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d e f i 

n i t i o n  o f  economic  growth. This  new con ce p t  i s  b e l i e v e d  to  be more 

r e a l i s t i c ,  f o r ,  i t  i s  c la imed to be 'b a sed  on human va lues  emanating 

from the C u l t u r e 1 o f  the peop le  who c o l l e c t i v e l y  c o n s t i t u t e  the l a r g e s t  

group f o r  developm ent .  Development v iU l  have no meaning i f  i t  does not  

k- b r in g  about improved l i f e .  Without proper  ed u ca t io n — be i t  fo rm al ,  non-
form al  o r  in fo r m a l— improved l i f e  w i l l  remain a fa r  c r y .  This  new 
p e r s p e c t i v e :  e d u ca t io n  f o r  development through the Indigenous c u l t u r e

b e f i t t i n g  the genius o f  the people  i s  very  much r e f l e c t e d  in the 

c u r r i c u l a  o f  the s c h o o l  system o f  Bangladesh.  Tt purports  to  r e c o g n iz e  

the s o c i a l ,  e t h i c a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a r t i s t i c ,  governmental and I n d u s t r i a l  

atta inments  o f  the n a t io n  and r e s p e c t s  the id e a s ,  c o n c e p t s ,  usa ges ,  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  m a t e r i a l  o b j e c t s  and r e l i g i o u s  h e r i t a g e  o f  the people  

in  t h e i r  l o c a l  c o n t e x t s  in  v a ry in g  d e g r e e s .
4
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CHAPTER: TVO

Concept and e v o l u t i o n  o f  thought about l i b r a r y  

The h i s t o r y  o f  the p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  books and r e co r d s  i s  b e s t  

regarded  as a very  Important asp ect  o f  the h i s t o r y  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p .

The t r a d i t i o n  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  handed down through the l i b r a r i e s  in

which i t s  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s  are d e p o s i te d  and r i s e  and d e c l i n e  o f  l i b 
r a r i e s  f o l l o w  c l o s e l y  the r i s e  and d e c l i n e  o f  l e a r n in g .

The e a r l i e s t  known l i b r a r y  was a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  c l a y  t a b l e t s  in 

B a b y lo n ia  in  the 21 s t  cen tury  B . C . S c l e n t  Egyptian temple l i b r a r i e s  

are known through Greek w r i t e r s .  The e x t e n s i v e l y  ca ta lo g u e d  l i b r a r y  
o f  A s s u r -b a n i -p a l  (d .6 2 6  B .C . )  in Nineveh was the most n o t - d  b e f o r e  

t h a t  at A le x a n d r ia . 2 The f i r s t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  in Gr-ece  was e s t a b l i s h e d  

in  330 B . C . ,  in  o rd e r  to  preserv e  accurate  -xampl^s o f  the work o f  

the g re a t  d r a m a t i s t s .  The most famous l i b r a r i e s  o f  a n t i q u i ty  were those 

o f Alexandria, founded by Ptolemy I .  The library at P-rgatmm3 founded 

or  expanded by Eumenes TT, r i v a l l e d  those at A l -x a n d r la .  The f i r s t  

Roman l i b r a r i e s  were in  Greece, Asia v i n o r , and S y r i a .  The Romans had 

brought  book c o l l e c t i o n  to the B r i t i s h  T s les  but e a r ly  monastic  l i b 

r a r i e s  were founded in  the B r i t i s h  I s l e s  by S t .  Columbia. The Arabs
4

in  the 9 th t o  15th century  c o l l e c t e d  and p r e s e rv -d  many l i b r a r i - s .

I

i .  New U n iv e r s a l  L ib r a r y ,  London: I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Learning Systems,
* 1969, P .987.  See also  Johnson, Elmer D. Communicat o p , Four

E d i t i o n ,  Metuchen, N . J . :  The ScareCcrow p r e s s ,1973 ,  p p .29 -39 .

2 Compton's P ic tu re d  E n c y c lo p e d ia  and f a c t  ^nd^x, Chicago :  F.T3.
Compton, 1946, p. 1 0 2 .  See a lso  fcfeiss, R e u b e n T A  H i s t o r y  o^ 
Libraries , New Brunswick: The S car -c row  p r e s s ,  1955, pp. 1 -5 .

3 .  The Columbia E n c y c l o p e d i a  New York:  ColumMa U; Press ^

& & BS U ' f e i v e r s f e ^  C h " ' P r e s s ' - i M ^  *

5 0 -5 2 .
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The id ?  as about the n a tu re ,  aims, o b j e c t s ,  o r g a n iz a t i o n  and 

a d m in is t ra t i o n  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in the anci*nt  and medieval world  are 

to  get  a c l e a r e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  the l i b r a r y  p lanning in  the contem

porary  w o r ld .  Tt i s  -with a view to  t h i s  as w e l l  as to  s a t i s f y  modern 

men's c u r i o s i t y  in  r e s p e c t  o f  human achi»vements o f  the past  that  

s e r i o u s  s tu d ie s  were made in the past  in  the f i e l d  o f  the l i b r a r i e s  1 

o f  an c ien t  c i v i l i z a t i o n s ,  f o r  example o f  "Sgypt, Babylon,  Greece and 

Rome and o f  the medieva l  C h r is t ia n  w or ld .  These s tu d ie s  have revea led  

t h a t  some o f  the t o o l s ,  t e ch n iq u es  and methods o f  l i b r a r y  development 

o f  a n c ien t  and m edieva l  l i b r a r i e s ,  cont inued  1n those  o f  modern l i b 

r a r i e s  and they have been p r o f i t e d  by them. B e s id e s ,  e n q u i r i e s  in to  

the methods, p r a c t i c e s  and o r g a n is a t i o n  o f  ancient  and medieval  l i b r a 

r i e s  o f  the Yiestern world  hav-  given us a b e t t e r  i n s i g h t  Into  the 

s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  l i f e  o f  the people  o f  those  days .

Tn the g e o g r a p h i c a l  area now c a l l e d  Bangladesh during  an c ien t  and 

m ed ieva l  p e r io d  r i g h t  upto the »nd o f  the « i g h t - e nth c e n t u r y ,  l i b r a r i e s  

were c o n s id e r e d  as important c e n t r e s  o f  l e a r n in g  and a most s i g n i f i c a n t  

medium o f  e d u ca t i o n  and wisdom. Emperors, kings and n ob les  t h e r e f o r e  

r e a r e d  up and maintained l i b r a r i e s  o f  t h e i r  own and so d id  the v a r iou s  

r e l i g i o u s  and monastic  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  Tn r e ce n t  y e a r s ,  with growing 

i n t e r e s t  in modern l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r i a n s h i p ,  we are i n c r e a s i n g l y  

becoming i n t e r e s t e d  to  know what these l i b r a r i e s  were l i k e ,  how they 

were o r g a n is e d  and a d m in is te red ,  what were t h e i r  aims and purposes and

how they were planned.

From the study o f  the e a r l i e s t  h i s t o r y  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  i t  i s  ev ident

th a t  the c o n c e p t  o f  l i b r a r i e s  were there  among the people  and with the 

passage o f  t im e ,  the shape o f  b o o k s ,  the format o f  reading  and w r i t "  g

m a t e r ia l s  and the p lace  o f  p r e s e rv a t io n  o f  re co rd e d  knowledge have
, 5u n d e r g o n e  con t inu ous  changes .

5 .  Savage,  15. A. S tory  o f  l i b r a r i e s  and book c o l l e c t i n g , 1 9 0 9 , ? .  227.
See a lso  Trwin,  Raymond. The o r i g i n s  o f  Eng l ish  L ib r a r y , London:
George A l len  and Unwin, 1958, pp. 1 -26 .
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The word l i b r a r y ,  which 1n Engl ish  r e f e r s  to  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  

books gathered  f o r  purposes o f  r e a d in g ,  s tu d y ,  or  r e f e r e n c e  has a long 
£

h i s t o r y  o c c u r i n g  in  a prose t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  the Roman P hi losopher  

Bo t h i n s 1 C o n s o la t i o n  o f  f h i l o s o p h y  th a t  G e o f f r e y  Chaucer made in  about 

1374. The word l i b r a l v l e  In French (and i t s  c o u n te r p a r t  In o th e r  Roman 

la nguages )  does n ot  have the same meaning, be ing  used^to denote  a 

bookshop o r ,  by e x t e n s io n  a p u b l i s h e r ;  the word used In many o th e r  

c o u n t r i e s  to  s i g n i f y  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  book s ,  p u b l i c  or  p r i v a t e ,  i s  

d e r i v e d  from L a t in i z e d  Greek word b l b l i o t h e c a  hence b i b l i p t h e q u e  in  

French ,  b i b l l o t e c a  in  I t a l i a n  and Spanish,  B i b l l o t h e k  in German, 

b l b l l o t k a  in  Russ ian .  Tn Japanese the word l i b r a r y  to  denote  a b u i ld in g  

room, or  s e t  o f  rooms in which a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  books i s  c o n ta in ed  ah  

has a lengthy  h i s t o r y ,  which goes back to th* 15th c e n t u r y . 8

But the word as i t  i s  used today  in most V>stern languages has 1 
i t s  o r i g i n  a c c o r d in g  to  o th e r  group o f  th in k e rs  from two fa m i l ia r  

r o o t s ;  Lat in  . l i b e r , a book from which was d e r iv e d  l i b r a r l u m . meaning 

a p la ce  to  keep b ook s ;  and a com bination  o f  Greek words b T b l i o n ,  a book 

and theke ,  meaning c o n t a i n e r .  The ancient  l i b r a r i a n  was a lso  c a l l e d  

a rm ar lus , a f t e r  the Latin  word armarium, meaning a p lace  f o r  arms and 

t o o l s ;  l a t e r  t h i s  word ( armarium) was used to  denote  a b o o k ca se .  This 

e t y m o l o g i c a l  e v id e n ce  c l e a r l y  b r in g s  out  the f a c t  that  the an c ien t  

l i b r a r y  was o b l i g a t e d  to  preserv e  m a t e r ia l s ,  and hence i t s  l i b r a r i a n  

was c o n s id e r e d  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e i r  sa fe  keep ing .  Tn t h i s  regard 

H e i n s lu s ,  the Keeper o f  the L ib ra ry  at Leyden, Is  r e p o r te d  to  have

6 . The New E n cy c lo p a e d ia  B r i ta n n ic  a in  30 volumes:  Karcopaedi  a ,V o l .  10
15 ed .  C h ica go :  E n c y c lo p e d ia ,  1974, p .  856,

7.  I b i d .

8 . T b id .
9 .  " L i b r a r i e s , "  E n cy c lo p e d ia  Americana. XVTT, 1957, p . 318.

10. Raymond Trwin,  "L i b r a r i a n s h l p . ’» E n cy c lo p e d ia  o f  L i b r a r i a n s h l p . e d . 
Thomas Landau (3rd e d n . ;  New York;  Hafner P ub l ish ing  C o . ,  1966) ,
p. 249.
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s a id  p ro u d ly ,  nT no sooner come in t o  the l i b r a r y  but  I  b o l t  the door 

beh ind  me, e x c lu d in g  l u s t ,  am bit ion ,  a v a r i c e ,  and a l l  such v i c e s ,w h o s e  

nu rse  i s  i d l e n e s s ,  the mother o f  i g n o r a n c e . . .  and in  the v ery  la p  o f  i

e t e r n i t y ,  amongst so many d i v in e  s o u l s ,  T take my s e a t ,  w ith  so l o f t y

a s p i r i t  and sweet c o n te n t  that  T p i t y  a l l  our g r e a t  ones and r i c h
I

men that  know n o t  t h i s  h a p p i n e s s . "

This  type  o f  an c ie n t  l i b r a r i a n  was, however,  g ra d u a l ly  r e p la ce d  '

in  the e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  o f  h i s  learned  s u c c e s s o r ,  about whom Jean- I
B a p t i s t e  des H oussayes ,  'the L ib r a r ia n  o f  the S o c i e t y  o f  the Sorbonne , 

thus s a i d .

nA l i b r a r i a n  t r u l y  worthy o f  the name s h o u l d . . .have e x p lo re d  In 

advance e v ery  r e g i o n  o f  the empire o f  l e t t e r s ,  to  enable  him afterwards 

t o  serv e  as a f a i t h f u l  guide t o  a l l  who may d e s i r e  t o  survey i t .  And 

though i t  i s  by no means my in t e n t i o n  to  g ive  the p r e fe r e n c e  above a l l  

o t h e r  s c i e n c e s  t o  the s c i e n c e  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  which i s  no th ing  more 

than an e x a c t  and c r i t i c a l  acquaintance  with the p ro d u ct io n  o f  the 

i n t e l l e c t ,  i t  w i l l  n e v e r t h e l e s s  be perm itted  to  c o n s id e r  t h i s  s c i e n c e  

as the fo re runn er  o f  a l l  the o t h e r s - a s  t h e i r  guld* , who i s  to  l i g h t  1 

them with h i s  t o r c h — n e a r l y  as a devoted  and d u t i f u l  son precedes  h i s  i* I
f a t h e r ,  t o  secu re  and f a c i l i t a t e  h i s  progress  by throwing l i g h t  upon

h i s  progress  p a t h . " ^
des Houssayes a lso  r e q u ire d  in  h i s  l i b r a r i a n  soundness o f  judge

ment and r e a d in e s s  and accuracy  o f  memory. .  .His a c q u i s i t i o n s ,  he fu rther  

remarked, "gu ided  by the p r i n d p l - s  o f  an e n l ig h te n e d  economy, w i l l  be

rendered  s t i l l  more v a lu a b le  by the s u b s t a n t i a l  m er i ts  o f  an able
2c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .

- 4 6 -

11. J e a n -B a p t i s te  des H oussayes ,  "D iscourse  on t h e  Duties  and Q u a l i 
f i c a t i o n s  o f  a L ib r a r i a n ,  In: L i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  L ib r a r i e s  In t h e  

Seventeenth and E l g h t e e n t h T e n T r u r l e s , ' e d s . John Cotton Dana and 
Henry Yf. K en t , ("Metuchen, N . J . :  Scarecrow R ep r in t  C o r p o r a t i o n , 1967) .

12. I b i d . ,  pp. 4 2 -4 4 .
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A v o c a t i o n  o f  " c o l l e c t i n g  and j a i l i n g  b o o k s '1 has thus grown I

i n t o  a p r o f e s s i o n  too  g re a t  in s t a t u r e ,  too  compl»x  in  i t s  o r g a n i -
13 Iz a t l o n ,  and t o o  r i c h  in  i t s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  con tent^  v;r e q u i r i n g  a !

|
l i b r a r i a n  t o  g iv e  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  to  th* book  as a l i v i n g  fu n c t i o n . i
He must become a master o f  the ra g in g  book ,  a d o c t o r  and h y g i e n i s t

14
o f  r e a d in g ,  a f i l t e r  in te r p o s e d  between man and the t o r r e n t  o f  book s .

As a r e s u l t ,  the demands on the l i b r a r y  and, f o r  th a t  m a t ter ,  on the 

l i b r a r i a n  have in c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  Mary V. Plummer v e ry  ably
i

brought  ou t  t h i s  p o in t  in  1910, and i t  h o ld s  good even to d a y .

"Law i s  law and medic ine i s  medic ine  but l i b r a r i a n s h i p  i s  c a l l e d  

upon t o  c o v e r  the  e n t i r e  f i e l d  o f  knowledge. The m edica l  S o c i e t y  wants

i t s  l i b r a r i a n  v e rse d  to  some e x t e n t  in m ed ic in e ;  and t r a 1n*d to  apply

the g e n e ra l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  to  the m ed ica l  l i b r a r y ;  the 

bar asks f o r  l e g a l  knowledge and th* same a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  

t o  the law l i b r a r y .  S ta te  and c i t y  governments a r e . . .  c a l l i n g  f o r

* the  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  to  c i v i c s  and e conom ics .  Large

m anufactur ing  c o n c e r n s ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  d a i l y  pap*rs s h a l l  a lso  be 

s p e c i a l i s t s ,  p o t e n t i a l  i f  no t  a c t u a l . . .

The r o l e  and va lue  o f  the l i b r a r y  has g r e a t l y  changed t o o ,  

and with  i t  the f u n c t i o n  and o b l i g a t i o n  o f  th* l i b r a r y  i t s e l f .

13. Harold Lancour,  " H i s t o r i c a l  DeveloDm*nt o f  Education  f o r  L i b r a r i 
anship in  the United S t a t e s ,  Jn± Education f o r  L ib r a r ia n s h ip  
(papers  presented  at a L ib ra ry  C on fe re n ce ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C h icago ,  
August 1 6 - 2 1 ,1 9 4 8 ) ,  ed .  Bernard B ere lson  (C h ica go :  American 
L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  p . 62.

14. J o s e .O r te g a y  G asset ,  "The M iss ion  o f  the L i b r a r i a n " ,  t r a n s .James 
L ev is  and Ray C arp en ter ,  The Antioch Revle-w^XXT (S u m m e r , 1961) , 
pp. 133-55 .

15. Mary W. Plummer, "F o r e c a s t  o f  the Next Twenty-Five Y*ars f o r  
L ib ra ry  S c h o o l s , "  L ib rary  J o u r n a l . XXV, (June,  1910) ,  pp. 5 1 -5 2 .

I
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L i b r a r i e s  have been the o l d e s t ,  roost e a s i l y  a v a i la b le  and 

the most comprehensive s to reh ou ses  o f  knowledge.  The L i b r a r y ' s  

c o n c e rn  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  has been the c o l l e c t i o n ,  r e t r i e v a l  o f  i t s  T
knowledge f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  and o th e r  use .  The c l a s s i c a l  c o n c e p t  o f  
the l i b r a r y  as su p p or t in g  study and resea rch  at a more l e i s u r e l y  I

I
p lace  i s  no l o n g e r  ap propr ia te  to  the needs o f  a t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  ,

o r i e n t e d  s o c i e t y .  According  to  OED, l i b r a r y  Is  11 1. A p lace  s e t  apart j
. )

 ̂ t o  c o n t a in  books f o r  r e a d in g ,  s tu d y ,  or  r e f e r e n c e .  2. A b u i l d i n g ,  j

room, o r  s e t  o f  rooms, c o n t a in in g  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  books f o r  the use
i

o f  the p u b l i c  o r  o f  sora£ p a r t i c u l a r  p o r t io n  o f  i t ,  o r  o f  the members 

o f  some s o c i e t y  o r  the l i k e ,  a p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  or  e s ta b l i s h m e n t ,
I

charged  with the care  o f  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b o o k s ,  and the duty o f  r e n d e r 

in g  the  books a c c e s s i b l e  to those  who r e q u i r e  to  use t h e m " .1®

The OED d e f i n i t i o n  gave emphasis on the use o f  books by the r e a d e r s .  

In  the some way S .R .  Ranganathan a lso  emphasised the e d u ca t iv e  va lue  

o f  l i b r a r y  and s a id  "L ibrary  i s  a means o f  u n i v e r s a l  p e r p » tu a l  s e l f -

i e d u c a t i o n . " ^

Thomas Carlyle also said "The true university o f  these days is
18a collection of books".

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F ederat ion  o f  L ibrary  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  Standing Advisory 

Committee S e c t i o n  o f  L ibrary  S ch oo ls -S ta n d a rd s  f o r  L ib ra ry  Schools  
d e f i n e s  L ib ra ry  " A c o l l e c t 1 o n  o f  p r in ted  m a te r ia ls  and or  n o n -p r in t  

media ,  and /or  computerized  in fo rm a t io n  r e s o u r c e s ,  which i s  systema

t i c a l l y  o r g a n iz e d  f o r  u s e " .  This  d e f i n i t i o n  encompasses the documen-
19

t a t l o n  c e n t r e ,  the  data  b a s e ,  the in fo rm a t ion  network,  e t c .

-4 8 -

16. The Oxford  E ng l ish  D i c t i o n a r y  b e in g  a c o r r e c t e d  r e - i s s u e  with_an 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  supplement and b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  a new Eng l i s h  Dict lonan) 
oT H i s t o r i c a l  j - r in c l p l e s  founded mainly on the m a te r ia ls  c o l l e c t e d  
by the r t i i l o l o g l c a l  s o c i e t y . V o l .  V I .  L-M. O x ford ;  Clarandon P r e s s , 
19V0, p . 242.

17. Ranganathan, S.R.The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  l i b r a r i e s .  London: Oxford 1
U n i v e r s i t y  P re s s ,  19b3, pp. 1- 2 .---------------------------

1S* £he I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  t h o u g h t s . Chicago :  J .G .F -rg u son  
p u b l i s h in g  company, 1969, P .440.

° ° k ’ Y01 ' g ~ U m don: Th"  U b I,a r y
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A ccord ing  to  E n c y c lo p e d ia  Americana. " L i b r a r i e s  are c o l l e c t i o n s  
o f  books and o th e r  r e c o r d s  housed ,  o rg a n iz e d  and i n t e r p r e t e d  to  meet 

broad  and va ry in g  needs o f  people  f o r  in fo r m a t io n ,  knowledge,  r e c r e a t i o n  

and a e s t h e t i c  en joyment.  They have come in to  b e ing  out  o f  s o c i a l  n e c e 

s s i t y ,  t o  prov id e  the knowledge needed f o r  c u l t u r a l  growth .

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O r g a n is a t io n  f o r  S tand2 ard isa t1on (T S0) d e f i n e s  

l i b r a r y  as an o r g a n is e d  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  publ ished books and p e r i o d i c a l s  ! 

and o th e r  r e a d in g  and a u d i o - v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  and the s e r v i c e s  o f  a I

s t a f f  ab le  t o  prov id e  and i n t e r p r e t  such m a te r ia ls  as are r e q u ire d  t o  1

meet the i n f o r m a t i o n a l ,  r e s e a r c h ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  needs o f j

I t s  u s e r s .  A ccord ing  t o  ALA g lo s s a r y  o f  L ibrary  Terms L ib ra ry  means

” 1* A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  books and s im i la r  m ate r ia ls  o r g a n is e d  and administered

f o r  r e a d i n g ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  and s t u d y .2 1 (2 )  A room, a group o f  rooms, or

a b u i l d i n g ,  in  which a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  books and s im i la r  m ate r ia ls  orga*-^ 
n i s e d  and adm inistered  f o r  r e a d in g ?c o n s u l t a t i o n  and s t u d y , ^ ( 3 ) Synony

mous w ith  s e r i e s  as p a rt  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  t i t l e  f o r  a group o f  book s23! ssued
)

20.  E n c y c lo p e d ia  Americana. 1964. V o l .  X V II ,  p . 353.

21.  A.L. A .G lo ssa ry  o f  L ib ra ry  Terms with a s e l e c t i o n  o f  terms in r e l a t e d
f i e l d s ,  C h ica go :  A.L .A. , 1975, p .8 0 .  ,

22 . I b i d .

23 .  By 'b o o k  Is  meant a l l  read ing  matter  not  o n l y  p r in te d  b ook s ,
but a l so  pamphlets ,  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  music ,  maps, drawing,  manuscripts  
and more r e c e n t l y ,  photographs ,  newspaper c l i p p i n g s ,  gramophone 
r e c o r d s ,  f i l m s ,  m i c r o f i l m s ,  e t c . ;  in  f a c t ,  e v e ry  d e v i c e  f o r  r e c o r 
d ing  knowledge.  See a lso  Thompson, Anthony, L ib rary  B u i ld in g s  o f  
B r i t a i n  and E urope . London: B u tterw orthh , 1963^ P. I .
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in  the same form by a p u b l i s h e r .  A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f i l m s ,  photographs 

and o t h e r  v i s u a l  non -book  m a t e r i a l s ,  p l a s t i c  or  metal  tapes  and d i s c s ,  

computer tapes  and programs. A l l  o f  t h e s e ,  as v e i l  as p r in te d  aijd 

m anuscr ipt  documents may be prov ided  in  departments o f  one large  

l i b r a r y  o r  they  may be in  c o l l e c t i o n s  r e s t r i c t e d  to  one type  o f  mate

r i a l s ”. 25

L i b r a r i e s  are a source  o f  pover .  This  power d e r i v i n g  p r i n c i p a l l y  

from the f a c t  th a t  l i b r a r i e s  are the s to reh ou ses  o f  knovledge and the 

r e p o s i t o r i e s  o f  the r e c o r d s  o f  mankinds achievements and d i s c o v e r i e s .

They co n se rv e  and t ransm it  our c u l t u r e .  They underpin e d u c a t i o n ,  both 

i n d i v i d u a l  and fo rm a l .  They fe a tu re  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  In our economic 

v e l f a r e ; they  are c r u c i a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a l l  o t h e r  I n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a r t i s t i c  

and c r e a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s .  They are instruments  o f  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

change .  And as the guardians o f  the freedom o f  thoug ht ,  they are b a s t i o n s  
o f  l i b e r t y .  This  d e f i n i t i o n  f o c u s s e d  the importance o f  l i b r a r i e s  1n

i

a l l  a sp e c ts  o f  our l i f e .  Thus the c o n c e p t  o f  l i b r a r y  vas changed from 

a s to r e h o u s e  o f  books to  a source  o f  pover .  The phenomenal spread o f  

l i t e r a c y  and form al  e d u ca t io n  through books in  Europe from about the 

middle o f  the n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  and s o c i  a l  changes brought  about by 

the  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o lu t i o n  changed the e n t i r e  c o n c e p t i o n ,  o r g a n is a t i o n  

and a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  v h eth er  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  or  p u b l i c ,  a l l  

o v e r  the Western v o r l d .  Even in c o u n t r ip s  that  v ere  f o r  c e n t u r ie s  e c o 

n o m i c a l l y  backward, s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and economic  changes have been 

ta k in g  p la ce  in  a quickened tempo from about th^ beg irmihg o f  the cen 

t u r y ,  and with the spread o f  l i t e r a c y  and formal e d u ca t io n  through b ook s ,  

l i b r a r i e s  in  the O r i e n t a l  v o r l d  too  have come to  mean q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n t

-5 0 
24

24 .  A .L.A. G lo ssa ry  o f  L ib ra ry  terms y i t h  a s e l e c t i o n  o f  terms In 
r e l a t e d  f i e l d s . C h i ca g o :  A .L .A . .  1975, p . 80.

25 .  H orrod .  L.M. The L i b r a r i a n s 1 G lo ssa ry  and R e fe ren ce  B ooks . London: 
Andre D eutsch ,  1977 ? p . 487.

26.  Thompson, James, L ibrary  p o v e r . LondontClive  B in g le y ,  1974, p. 110.
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I

i n s t i t u t i o n  than they  had been through c e n t u r i e s .  Through a process  | 

o f  e v a l u a t i o n ,  l i b r a r i e s  o f  the contemporary world  have reached a
, * 

s ta ge  where they have more or  l e s s  a common a t t i t u d e  and approach,  

common aims and o b j e c t i v e s  and more o r  l e s s  uniform systems o f  o rg a 

n i s a t i o n  and a d m in is t r a t i o n .

Some o f  the im portant  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  l i b r a r i e s  g iven  e a r l i e r  have 

both  m er i ts  and d e m e r i t s .  They a lso  I n d i c a t e  th a t  with the change o f  

 ̂ c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i e t y  in d i f f e r e n t  s ta ges  and ages the d e f i n i t i o n s  o r

i d e a  o f  l i b r a r y  has a lso  been changed.  So I t  can be sa id  th a t  Import

o f  the termi. l i b r a r y  i s  e v o l u t i o n a r y  and that  w i l l  be e v id e n t  from the 

s tudy  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  development o f  l i b r a r i e s  from p r e - h i s t o r i c  age. 

L ib r a r y  i s  a l i v i n g  r e c o r d  o f  man's p rog ress  from the Stone Age to  the 

Space Age. Through l i b r a r i e s  men cotnmunlcate t h e i r  v i s i o n  and e x p e r ie n ce  

from g e n e ra t io n  to  g e n e r a t io n .  L i b r a r i e s  are a lso  s te p p in g  stones  to  

the f u t u r e ,  as w e l l  as b r id g e s  to  the p a s t .  L ib r a r i a n s ,  t ea ch ers  and

4 l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  are an in s e p a r a b le  e d u c a t i o n a l  team d e d ica te d

t o  p re p a r in g  t o d a y ' s  young peop le  and adults  to meet the challefge o f  

tomorrow In a l l  f i e l d s  o f  l i f e  s p e c i a l l y  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  e conom ic ,  

p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  w e l f a r e ,  with the h e l p  o f  l i b r a r y  

m a t e r ia l s  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  o rg a n ised  in  the s c i e n t i f i c  and w e l l -  

planned methods. The word l i b r a r y  has been very  o l d .  Tt has l i v e d  lo n g .

The p resen t  trend  o f  l i b r a r y  development i n d i c a t e s  th a t  the word 

l i b r a r y  may n o t  be found 1n the l i t e r a t u r e  o f  fu ture  days .  The -word 

l i b r a r y  now a days Is  b e ing  r e p la ce d  by in fo rm a t ion  c e n t r e s ,  da ta  banks,  

docum entat ion  c e n t e r ,  media c e n t r e  1n d i f f e r e n t  p la ce s  s p e c i a l l y  in 

advanced c o u n t r i e s .  The form, c o n t e n t s ,  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  adminis

t r a t i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  are a lso  r a p i d l y  be ing  changed in f a v o u r a b l e  d i r e c t i o n .  

The advent o f  modern t e c h n o l o g i c a l  equipment s p e c i a l l y  computers and 

o th e r  gadgets  has a lrea dy  r e v o l u t i o n i s e d  l i b r a r i e s  and they w i l l  c r e a te  

fu r th e r  r e v o l u t i o n  In l i b r a r i e s .  As a r e s u l t  the day i s  not  far  avay
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when the shape and form o f  present  l i b r a r i e s  w i l l  n o t  be at a l l  v i s i b l e  

and r e c o g n i s a b l e .  1

Concept  o f  Planning

Planning i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  -word in  the v o ca b u la ry  o f  P ub l ic  Adminis

t r a t i o n .  Commenting on the s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  P lanning,  Dimock and Dimock’
7 j

remarked: "Every asp ect  o f  governmental a d m in is t ra t io n  must be planned:
I

o b j e c t i v e s , p o l i c i e s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  f i n a n c e s ,  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  s u p e r v i s o r y  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  work methods, i n c e n t i v e  system s,  and p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s n!£T 

Planning became v e ry  popular in  almost a l l  the c o u n t r i e s  a f t e r  World
I

War IT .  The post -w ar  c o n d i t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  i t ,  because a l l  the c o u n t r i e s ,  

■which p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  war, were ravaged by the v a r .  The c o u n t r lp s  th a t  

ga ined freedom by shaking o f f  c o l o n i a l  r u le  wanted to  make e a r l y  econo 

mic p ro g re s s  and i t  was p o s s i b l e  o n ly  through p lann ing .  According  to  N. 

K oval  and B. 'Miroshnichenko,  "N a t ion a l  economic p lann ing  as a form o f  
S ta te  guidance o f  the economy encompasses a l l  a sp ects  and branches o f  

the p r o d u c t io n  p r o c e s s .  Tt i s  based on knowledge o f  economic  laws and 

s c i e n t i f i c  f o r e c a s t i n g  o f  economic  development,  which mak^s i t  p o s s lb lp  

t o  s a t i s f y  s o c i a l  requirem ents  as they  grow, through maximum development
QQ

o f  the p r o d u c t iv e  p r o c e s s . "

Planning i s  n o t  an end in  i t s e l f ,  r a th e r  i t  i s  a means to  an end.

I t  i s  an instrument to  reach  c e r t a i n  g oa ls  f i x e d  by p o l i c y  framers.

Planning may n o t  be an answer to  a l l  a d m in is t ra t iv e  problems,  b u t ,  In

f a c t ,  the planner i s  a man who goes ou t  lo o k in g  f o r  a t r o u b le  as opposed

to  the non -p lanner  who S i t s  down w a i t in g  fo r  t r o u b le  to  come and h i t

him. In b r i e f ,  p lanning i s  very  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  a l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i f  they
I

stand f o r  c e r t a i n  o b j e c t i v e s  v h ich  ought to  be a ch ieved .

-5 2 -

27.  Dimock, M.T3. and Dimock, G.O. P ubl ic  A d m in is t r a t io n , New York:  
R e in eh a rt  and C o . ,  1970, p . 23.

28 .  K ova l .  N. and M iroshn ichenko ,  B. Fundamental o f  S o v ie t  Economic 
P la n n in g . 1972, ^ . 5 .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



There i s  a l a c k  o f  unanimity among econom ists  and p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  

s c i e n t i s t s  as to  what planning means. The word "P lann ing "  has i t s  r o o t  in 

the  French word " P r e v o y a n c e " , which means ' ' l o o k in g  ahead1’ . I t  can be de

f in e d  as ,  "an o r g a n iz e d  attempt to  a n t i c i p a t e  and to  make r a t i o n a l  arrange

ments f o r  d e a l in g  w ith  fu tu re  problems.  I t  i s  an attempt to  cope w ith  

c h a n g e . . . " 2® In b r i e f ,  planning i s  n o th in g  but c l a r i f y i n g  o n e ' s  o b j e c t i v e s  

and then d eterm in in g  what a c t io n  s h a l l  be taken by whom, by what methods and 

at  what c o s t s  in  o r d e r  to  achieve the d e s i r e d  g o a l s .

A ccord ing  to  S .Y .  Krishnaswamy, i t  i s  an instrument f o r  c a r r y i n g  out  

whatever  g oa ls  are l a i d  down by the framers o f  p o l i c y  and cannot  usurp th^

p la c e  o f  p o l i c y . 30 |
i

Tn the words o f  P f i f f n e r  and Sherwood, "P lanning ,  l i k e  r e s e a r c h ,  embr-
Ii

aces  a wide spectrum o f  d u t i e s  and f u n c t i o n s .  Some are r a th e r  ped e s t r ia n  

such as la y in g  ou t  work f low in an o f f i c e  or s ch e d u l in g  the com p le t ion  o f  

s p e c i f i c  phases o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  Others u t i l i z e  the h ig h e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

c a p a c i t i e s  by attempting  to  p r e d i c t  n eed s ,  e x i g e n c i e s  and the s c a l e  o f  

o p e r a t i o n s  s rx x  s e v e r a l  years  h e n ce ’**31 S eck l^r  Hudson d e f in e s  Planning as 

" the  p r o c e ss  o f  d e v i s i n g  afx&axis iHg a b a s i s  f o r  the fu ture  course  o f  ac

t i o n .  ”32

From the above d e f i n i t i o n s ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  that  planning i n v o l v e s  the 

f o l l o w i n g  s t e p s :  1. Determining O b j e c t i v e s :  The o b j e c t i v e s  are determined 

a f t e r  an a ly s in g  the n e c e s s a r y  a v a i la b le  m a t e r ia l  and th in k in g  o v er  a l l  the 

pros  and cons o f  p o s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  2 .  S e l e c t i n g  the Best  A l t e r n a t i v e :  

Out o f  a l l  the a v a i l a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  on ly  the b e s t  a v a i la b le  i s  adopted 

so t h a t  there  may not  be wastage o f  time and ener'gy and maximum b e n e f i t s

may be a ch ie v e d .

29.  Dimock and Dimock, o p . c i t . i p . 131.

3 0 .  Krishnaswamy, S .Y .  F ed era l  Rel a t i o n s  and o th e r  Sss.ags, 1968, p . 99 .
3 1 .  P f i f f i n ,  John V.  and Sherwood, Frank P. A d m in is tra t ive  O r E a n iz a t i o n , 

D e lh i :  P r g n t i c e - H a l l ,  1968, p. 177.
3 2 .  Hudson, S e c h le r .  Org a n i z a t i o n  and Management: Theory and

W ashington , D.C. T ’
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3 .  S e l e c t i n g  the B est  Means: S e l e c t i n g  the r i g h t  methods i s  indeed 

a d i f f i c u l t  task  and r e q u i r e s  much c a r e .

A ccord in g  to  Galloway there  are f i v e  main s te p s  in  planning pro

c e s s :  " ( 1) d e te rm in a t ion  o f  o b j e c t i v e s , ( 2 ) f a c t  g a th e r in g ,  and re sea rch  

t o  understand the p r o b l e m , (3 )  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  a l t e r n a t i v e  s o l u t i o n s (4 )  

p o l i c y -m a k in g  o r  ch o o s in g  among a l t e r n a t i v e s  so as t o  s p e l l  out  the 

law and the  g u id e l i n e s  th a t  u n d er l in e  i t ,  and (5 )  the d e t a l lp d  e x e c u t io n  

o f  the chosen  a l t e r n a t i v e " . * ^  i

A ccord in g  to  Dimock and Dimock p lanning  a lso  i n v o l v e s  th ree  time 

d im e n s io n s .  The f i r s t  i s  o f  c u r re n t  b u s in e s s ,  b a s i c  to  ev e ry th in g  e l s e .  

The second i s  o f  lo n g -ra n g e  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  f i v e  to  twenty years  or  more* 

The t h i r d  i s  o f  such matters  as the s u r v i v a l  o f  the* programme, i t s

v i t a l i t y  and i t s  o r i e n t a t i o n  to  the consum er .34

F ie l d  o f  p lann ing  i s  v e ry  comprehensive .  Tt in v o lv e s  the c o o p e r a t io n  

o f  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  e c o n o m is t s ,  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  en g in eers  e t c .  Planning can!

n o t  be a suosess, i f  t t  i s  n o t  taken as a c o - o p e r a t i v e  endeavour.
■ !

Stephen Robbins analysed the meaning, s co p e ,  agent and method o f

p lann ing  in  a v ery  n i c §  and easy way in the f o l l o w i n g  l i n e s .  "Planning
i

i s  de te rm in in g  in  advance what i s  to  be done,  how i t  1s to  be done,  wh^n 

i t  i s  to  be done and who i s  to  do i t .  Tt encompasses s e t t i n g  o b j e c t i v e s  

as w e l l  as making day to  day d e c i s i o n s  on how these  o b j e c t i v e s  can b e s t

be a ch ie v e d .  Hence, planning in v o lv e s  the determ in a t ion  o f  both end and

me ans" . 3®

33 .  Quated in  Dimock and Dimock, o p . c i t . . p . 133.

34.  I b i d .

35 .  R o b b in s ,  Stephen P. The A d m in i s t r a t iv e « p r o c e s s . Few D’« ^ l h i :  
P r e n t i c e - H a l l  o f  Tndia Prlvatpd L im ited ,  1982, p . 128,
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There are two n o t i o n s  wrapped up in the meaning and im p l i c a t i o n s  

o f  p la n n in g .  Accord ing  to  B o u ld in g ,  "Behaviour governed by c o n s c io u s  

e x p e c t a t i o n s  i s  vhat  ve mean by p l a n n i n g . . .  A planned a c t io n  1s In

c o n t r a s t  t o  a -whim s i c a l  or  un cons idered  r e a c t i o n  to  e v e n ts .  Tn t h i s  ^
I

sense ve are a l l  p la n n e rs .

The o t h e r  n o t i o n  e n f o r c e d  in p lann ing  has to  do v l t h  the o r g a n ! -  [

z a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .  Thus 'p la n n in g  im p l ie s  c e n t r a l i s e d  d e c i s i o n  
37making1 . P u tt in g  these  tvo  n o t i o n s  t o g e th e r  ve a r r iv e  at a c o n c e p t io n  

o f  p lanning  as c e n t r a l i z e d  d e c i s i o n  making guided by e x p e c t a t i o n s  con 

c e r n in g  the fu tu r e .

Planning as a governmental a c t i v i t y  i s  an a d v isory  s t a f f  fu n c t i o n  

in  Bangladesh and ve must c o n s id e r  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  betveen advice  and 

a c t i o n ,  between the vord  and the deed .  Many, i f  n o t  most, o f  the l e s s -  

d e v e lo p e d  c o u n t r i e s  around the v o r l d  have Planning Commissions and 

e l a b o r a t e  f i v e  or  t e n - y e a r  p la n s .  But i t  i s  f r e q u e n t ly  d i f f i c u l t  to  

d i s c e r n  any r e l a t i o n s h i p  between vhat  i s  in c lu d ed  In the plan and 

v h at  in  f a c t  gets  on .  Planning becomes e f f e c t i v e  o n l y  i f  and vhen the
CL-it p.Uw.eW.

recommend a t 1ons^ in  the annual investment  budget and in governmental

a c t i o n s  having to  do v i t h  t a x a t i o n ,  exchange r a t e s ,  p r i c e s ,  i n t e r e s t

r a t e s  and o t h e r  magnitudes a f f e c t i n g  the use o f  r e s o u r c e s  in the economy.

Here ve are concerned  v i t h  Planning as action, v ’ th the process of

c e n t r a l i z e d  d e c i s i o n -m a k in g ,  but ve v ou ld  do v e i l  to r e c o g n i z e t h a t  much

o f  vhat  i s  c a l l e d  p lann ing  never emerges beyond the c o v e r  o f  a handsomely
38bound vo lu m e .” Planning i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s :  th^ goa ls

o

3 6 .  B o u ld in g ,  K.E. The o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  R e v o l u t i o n . TC<=v York: 1953

37 .  Mon son ,  Edvard S. Planning fo r  Economic and A g r i c u l t u r a l  Development
Hoy comprehensive should, the p lanning  p rocess  attempt to be .M ichigan:  
<4sian S tu d ies  C e n t r e ,  1968, ^ .9 ~ ----------------------------------------- >

3 8 .  I b i d . , f . 9 .
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o f  a c t i o n s  are i n e v i t a b l y  p o l i t i c a l l y  determined and the c h o i c e  o f  

means i s  o f t e n  h e a v i l y  in f lu e n c e d  by p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  O b j e c t i v e  

a n a ly s i s  has a r o l e  in  the p lanning p r o c e s s ,  but i t  i s  an an a ly s is  thati ' 

f u n c t i o n s  w i th in  f a i r l y  severe  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s t r a i n t s .

S ince  planning i s  a p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  the g oa ls  o f  a plan w i l l  be

determined in  la rg e  p a rt  by the v a lu e s  in herent  1n the c u l t u r e  and

the d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  power in  the s o c i e t y .  Bangladeshi, society^,

f o r  example ,  appears to  s e t  high s t o r e  on c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  e q u i t y  and
39

e q u a l i t y ,  and s in c e  in Bangladesh the dem ocra t ic  p r o c e s s  i s  not  

r e l a t i v e l y  e f f e c t i v e ,  these  i d e a l s  donot  get  p ro p e r ly  embedded in j

Bangladesh P lanning .  1

P u b l i c  c o - o p e r a t i o n  and p u b l i c  o p i n io n  are d e s c r ib e d  as the p r in 

c i p a l  f o r c e  and s a n c t i o n  hehind p lann ing .  To that  e x t e n t  a plan lacks  ' 

p u b l i c  c o - o p e r a t i o n  i t  can not  fu n c t i o n  p r o p e r ly .  As P r o fe s s o r  V/.A.

Lewis s a i d ,  "popu lar  enthusiasm i s  both the l u b r i c a t i n g  o i l  o f  planning 

and p e t r o l  o f  economic developm ent^-a  dynamic f o r c e  th a t  makes a l l  
th in g s  p o s s i b l e " ? ^

Tt must, however be emphasised th a t  p u b l i c  c o - o p e r a t i o n ,  to  a degree  

depends upon the e x i s t e n c e  o f  a s t r o n g ,  competent,  sympathetic  and 

i n c o r r u p t  a d m in is t r a t i o n .  But in  undeveloped c o u n t r i e s  g e n e r a l l y ,  th^r^ 

i s  a g re a t  p a u c i ty  o f  t ra in e d  and competent a d m in is t ra t iv e  and t e c h n i c a l  

p e r s o n n e l .  This  r e a l l y  p resents  a g rea t  b o t t l e n e c k  in the planning 

p r o c e s s .  Thus i t  was sa id  "The s h o r t f a l l  in  a d m in is t ra t iv e  e f f i c i e n c y  may 

be compared to the shorta ge  in f o o d .  Tt i s  a problem o f  s im i la r  g r a v i t y ,  

dimension and p u b l i c  im p o r t " . 41

39 .  Bang ladesh .P lanning  Commission. The fr irs t  Five Year Plan 1973-78,
1 PP. 1 -2 .  See a lso  Pakistan Planning Board. The F i r s t  Five Ye 

P l a n ' 1955-60 .  ( D r a f t ) . V o l .  11 , 1956, p . 397.

40 .  Lewis ,  W.A. P r i n c i p l e s  o f  Economic Plann1nPl p.  128.

41 .  Gorwala, A.D. Report  on P ub l ic  A d m in is t r a t io n . 37 .
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B e s i d e s ,  a competent p lanning  agency i s  a lso  needed f o r  fo rm u la t in g ,

implementing and e v a lu a t in g  the p lan .  S ince  the planning agency has

to  take important  d e c i s i o n s ,  i t  should comprise persons -who are not

o n l y  e x p e r t s  in  p lanning  but have a lso  s u f f i c i e n t  a d m in is t ra t iv e  s k i l l s

and e x p e r i e n c e .  As reg a rd s  c o r r u p t i o n  i t  i s  rampant in  n e a r ly  a l l  the

undeveloped c o u n t r i e s  and the in t r o d u c t i o n  o f  p lanning in such c o u n t r i e s

i s  bound to  add to  i t .  As P r o f e s s o r  Baran sa id  "The i n j e c t i o n  o f  planning

in t o  a s o c i e t y  l i v i n g  in  the t w i l i g h t  between feu da l ism  and c a p i t a l i s m
4 Pcan not  but r e s u l t  In a d d i t i o n a l  c o r r u p t i o n " .

Types o f  Planning

Planning can be o f  many ty p e s :  Tt may be c l a s s i f i p d  in t o  f o l l o w in g  

broad c a t e g o r i e s :

1 . N a t i o n a l  P lanning ;  Tt may co v e r  the whole o f  the coun try  o r  o n ly  

p a rt  o f  i t .  ^very  c o u n try  has i t s  own o b j e c t i v e s  fo r  n a t i o n a l  planning .

Tn Bangladesh,  the o b j e c t i v e s  o f  Bangladesh ’ s p lanning and i t s  s o c i a l  
premises d e r iv e  from " D i r e c t i v e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  S ta te  P o l i c y "  se t  f o r th  

in  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1972. According  to M.L. Seth ,  N a t io n a l  Planning 

may be o f  the f o l l o w i n g  two f o r m s : ^ ( i )  comprphpnslve p lanning ,  ( i i ) 

p a rt i  a l  p lanning .

A comprehensive plan touches  a l l  the aspects  o f  the country  and 

i s  an i n t e g r a t e d  on e ,  w h i le  p a r t i a l  p lanning attempts to  plan o n ly  the 

important  s e c t o r s  o f  the country  say ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  in d u s t r y ,  e t c .

Top L eve l  A d m in is tra t iv e  Planning:  This type o f  planning i s  f o r  

the government as a whole in c lu d in g  d i f f p r e n t  o r g a n iz a t i o n s  and d p p a rt -  

ments r e l a t i n g  to  the government. T o p - l e v e l  a d m in is t ra t iv e  planning 1s 

done by the M in i s t e r  concerned  in  c o n s u l t a t i o n  with the concerned head 

o f  a department .

42 .  Baran, A. On the p o l i t i c a l  Economy o f  Background n e s s , ed .  by 'l'T.
Ag g arw a l l p .  By. — —  ------------------------------

4 3 .  Seth ,  M.L. Theory and p r a c t i c e  o f  economic p lann ing ,  D p lh i :  S.Ghand
and 0 o . , 1937, P. 24. ---- ----------------------------------------------- -
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P o l i c y  Planning:  P o l i c y  planning Is  concerned v i t h  d e v e lo p in g  

broad g e n e ra l  o u t l i n e s  o f  governmental a c t io n  in the s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  

f i e l d  f o r  a long  p e r i o d .  U s u a l ly ,  va lue  judgements u n d e r l i e  th^se 

p o l i c y  p la n s .  Once broad o u t l i n e s  o f  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  as in Bangladesh,  

the achievement o f  s o c i a l i s t i c  pa ttern  o f  s o c i e t y  have been s e t ,  they 

may co n t in u e  in  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  a c o n s id e r a b le  per iod  o f  t im e.  This  i s  
p r i m a r i l y  the ta sk  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  which ,  a s s i s t e d  by M i n i s t e r s ,

g iv e s  l e g a l  shape to  the w i l l  o f  the p e o p le .  P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  i n t e r e 

s te d  groups and v a r io u s  o th e r  unions and a s s o c ia t i o n s  a lso  e x e r t  in f lu en ce  

on the fo rm u la t io n  o f  p o l i c y  p lann ing .  Tn r e ce n t  y ^ a rs ,  however,  p o l i c y  

p lann ing  o f  n a t i o n a l  a c t i o n  has become morp a concern  o f  the e x e c u t iv e  

branch o f  the government. The l e g i s l a t u r e  now o n l y  " r e v i e w s ,  c r i t i c i z e s  

and m o d i f i e s  the plans prepared by th* a d m in is t ra t iv e  agenc ies  under 

the c o o r d in a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e 44 Though the 

f i n a l  approva l  or  d i s a p p r o v a l  r e s t s  with the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  the e x e c u t iv e  

p la y s  a dominant p a r t ,  more so in  a parl iam entary  form o f  government,  

in  the p r e p a ra t io n  and fo rm ula t ion  o f  p o l i c y  p l a n n i n g . 45 Pro gramme P la

nn ing :  Tn the words o f  M i l l e t ,  i t  I s  "concerned  with the prepara t ion  

o f  the  s p e c i f i c  purposes to  be r e a l i z e d  and the procedures  to  be emplo

yed by a d m in is t ra t iv e  agencies  w i th in  the framework o f  e x i s t i n g  p u b l i c  

p o l i c y " .  Programme p lanning  i s  g e n e r a l l y  the fu n c t i o n  o f  the middle 

m anagem ent( i .e .  d i v i s i o n a l ,  branches and s e c t i o n a l  heads)though th<= t o p  

management i s  u s u a l l y  a s s o c ia t e d  f o r  guidance and a d v ic e .  Tn the vords  

o f  P f i f f n e r :  'Programme planning attempts to  draw to g e th e r  p o l i c y  plans
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44 .  Mark. F.M.e d . Elements o f  P ub l ic  A d m in is t r a t io n . New D e lh i :  P r e n t i c e -  
H a l l ,  1965, P. 124.

4 5 .  V a t e r s t o n ,  A lb e r t .  Planning in  P ak istan .  B a l t im ore :  The Economic 
Develo  pment I n s t i t u t e - I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Bank f o r  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  and 
Development,  The John Hopkins p r e s s ,  1966, p . 134.

4 6 .  M i l l e t t ,  John D. Management in the P ub l ic  S e r v i c e s .  N^w York:
Me G raw -H il l  Book C o . ,  1954, P .56.
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and o p e r a t io n '  a l  plans in  o rd e r  to  fa sh io n  from them a c o n c r e t e  scheme 

o f  a c t i o n .  Tt has been c a l l e d  the c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  a l l  o th e r  types  o f  

p lan n in g .  Tt i s  n o t  concerned  with the d e t a i l s  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  but an 

o v e r a l l  rev iew  o f  the proposed programme to  determine the volume o f  

s e r v i c e s  i n v o l v e d ,  the r e so u r ce s  in  men and money needed to  provide  

them, the g e n e ra l  procedures  r e q u ire d  and the o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  

n e c e s s a r y  to  use these  r e s o u r ce s  to  the b e s t  advantage . 47  O p e r a t io n a l  

P lanning :  Tt i s  "con cerned  with  the sys tem at ic  a n a ly s i s  o f  an author ized  

programme and d e term in a t ion  o f  the d e t a i l e d  means o f  c a r r y in g  i t  o u t 11.^^ 

R e g io n a l  P lanning:  R e g io n a l  planning means the development o f  a p a r t i 

c u l a r  r e g i o n .  Tt may take two forms. Tt may be an Independent scheme or  

i t  may be in  the form o f  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  under N a t i o n a l  P lan .C entra 

l i z e d  and D e c e n t r a l i z e d  Planning:  C e n tr a l iz e d  p lanning i s  a s o r t  o f  

p lann ing  from above.  D e c e n t r a l i z e d  p lann ing  can be c a l l e d  p lanning from 

be low .  This  type  o f  p lanning i s  in  the hands o f  r e g i o n a l  b o d i e s .  Func

t i o n a l  Planning and S t r u c t u r a l  P lanning:  The f u n c t i o n a l  p lanning f i t s  

in  w i t h i n  e x i s t i n g  s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  o r d e r ,  w h i le  s t r u c t u r a l  p lanning 

in v o l v e s  r a d i c a l  changes in the e x i s t i n g  s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  o r d e r .

Formulation

Formulating a plan i s  a very  d i f f i c u l t  ta s k .  The fo rm ula t ion  In v o lv e s
49the f o l l o w i n g  s ta g e s :

1. D e f in in g  the 'Main Tasks and B as ic  P r i n c i p l e s :  The work o f  d r a f 

t i n g  plan beg ins  v i t h  the d e f i n i t i o n  o f  the main tasks  o f  the plan and 

o f  the b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i t s  e l a b o r a t i o n .  Unless  the bas^c o b j e c t i v e s  

are t h e r e ,  no p lanning Is  p o s s ib l e .T h e  d e f i n i n g  o f  the o b j e c t i v e s  o f  

p lann ing  serves  as the base o f  p lan n ing .  (2)  Formulating the D i r e c t i v e s :

47 .  P f l f f n e r ,  John F. P ub l ic  A d m in is tra t io n .  N<=v York:  Ronald Press C o . .
I 9 60 ,  p. 100. *

48 .  T b id .

4 9 .  K o v a l ,  N. and M iroshnichenko .  o£ .  c i t .  , p . 62.
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The n e x t  s te p  in  planning Is  the f i x a t i o n  o f  d i r e c t i v e s  and t a r g e t s  at 

a l l  l e v e l s .  P rop osa ls  are drawn up and arrangements are made f o r  n e ce 

s s a r y  m a t e r ia l s  r e q u i r e d  In c o n n e c t io n  v i t h  e x e c u t i o n  o f  a p lan .  ( 3 ) 

E la b o r a t in g  the Plan: Planning b o d ie s  at ev ery  l e v e l  e la b o r a t e  the 

plan in  the l i g h t  o f  o b j e c t i v e s  and t a r g e t s  a lready  d e c id e d .  This vork  

may be handed o v er  to  a c e r t a i n  body.  Tn Bangladesh t h i s  fu n c t io n  i s  

performed by the Planning Commission. (4 )  Forwarding the Plan T argets  to  

Immediate E x e cu to rs :  This  stage  In v o lv e s  the forwarding  o f  the a s s ig n 

ments o f  the approved n a t i o n a l  development plan to  immediate e x e c u t o r s ,  
i . e .  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and I n s t i t u t i o n s .  The government and

a d m in is t r a t iv e  b o d ie s  are to  see that  these  assignments reach the con 

cerned  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  o r g a n iz a t i o n s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  t im e.  Implemen

t a t i o n  o f  a plan i s  an e s s e n t i a l  s te p  in  r e l a t i o n  to  a p lan .  Unless i t  

i s  implemented, i t  v i l l  remain paper-work. I t  w i l l  not  be able to  a t ta in  

those  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  which I t  s ta n d s .  The plan may be w e l l  d e s ig n e d ,  

but i t  may f a i l  f o r  want o f  proper  im plementat ion .  Accord ing  to  E n c y c lo 

p a e d ia  o f  S o c i a l  S c ie n c e s  i f  the plan i s  to have a good chance o f  be ing  

implemented, the agency vh ich  makes the plan must meet three  tests:

1 . I t  must have the support  o f  the head o f  the government. ( 2) I t  must 

a l low  a l l  the l e a d in g  d e c is io n -m a k e rs  in the economy to p a r t i c i p a t e  in 

drawing up the p lan ;  and (3 )  I t  must c o n t r o l  c r u c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  at the 

s tage  o f  implementation .®^

Importance o f  Planning

Planning i s  an e s s e n t i a l  des ideratum f o r  an undeveloped economy.

Tn f a c t ,  p lanning i s  the on ly  vay to quicken the tempo o f  development 

in  backward, underdeveloped  c o u n t r i e s .  O b v iou s ly  the backward c o u n t r i e s

can n o t  a f f o r d  to  f o l l o v  the c i r c u i t o u s  and tort'u-ou/i path o f  development 

f o l l o v e d  by the p resent  day d eve loped  c o u n t r ie s  o f  the West.

50 .  S i l l s , D a v i d  L . e d . I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E n cy c lo p e d ia  o f  the S o c i a l  S c ien ces  
V o l .  X I I ,  New York:  Macmillan Co and Free P re s s ,  1968, p. 123. ’
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Planning i s  b e n e f i c i a l  because :

( i )  The p rocess  i t s e l f  p rov id es  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ;  ( i i )  Change can be ‘ 

a n t i c i p a t e d  and o f f s e t ;  ( i i i )  Tt g iv e s  d i r e c t i o n  and f o c u s s e s  a t t e n t i o n  

on o b j e c t i v e s ; ( i v )  Tt reduces  o v e r la p p in g  and w a s t e f u l  a c t i v i t i e s ;

( v )  C o n t in u i t y  o f  a c t i o n  i s  improved; and ( v i )  E va lu at ion  and c o n t r o l  

are f a c i l i t a t e d .

L ib rary  Planning does  not  mainly mean c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l ,  but ra th e r  

c o - o p e r a t i o n  and c o - o r d i n a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  and a c t i v i t i e s  so that  the 

s t r e n g th  o f  the v h o le  system can be m o b i l i z e d  f o r  the Ksfe b e n e f i t  o f  

any one u n i t  and peop le  v h ich  i t  s e r v e s .  Planning takes p lace  in  two 

s p h e r e s -  in  the r a t i o n a l  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  p r i o r i t i e s  and re so u r ce s  and 

in  o p e r a t i o n a l  arrangements such as i n t e r - l i b r a r y  loan schemes, c o - o p e r a 

t i o n  in  book  s e l e c t i o n  p o l i c i e s  and b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  aid and o th e r  s im i l a r  

forms o f  l i b r a r y  c o - o p e r a t i o n  f o r  the common b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

Thus L ib ra ry  Planning in  s h o r t  may be d e f in e d  as c o n c e i v i n g ,  i n i t i a 

t i n g ,  r e g u la t i n g  and c o n t r o l l i n g  l i b r a r y  a c t i v i t y  by the s ta te  accord ing  

to  s e t  p r i o r i t i e s  with a view to  a ch ie v in g  w e l l - d e f i n e d  o b j e c t i v e s  w ith in  

a g iv en  t im e .  L ib ra ry  planning im p l ie s  the tak ing  o f  d e c i s i o n  fo r  the 

fu tu re  a c t i o n  v i t h  a view to  making the b e s t  p o s s i b l e  use o f  s ca r c e  

r e s o u r c e s  t o  achieve  pre -determ ined  g o a ls  in the development o f  a 

n a t i o n ’ s l i b r a r y  r e s o u r c e s  and s e r v i c e s .

Importance  o f  L ib rary  Planning

(1 )  L ibrary  planning i s  advocated on the ground th a t  the judgement

o f  the s t a t e  i s  s u p e r io r  to  that  o f  a c i t i z e n ,  however wise  and able  he
51may be .  As Arthur Lewis remarked: L ibrary  development i s  a more

s e r i o u s  matter and shou ld  not  be l e f t  to  the i n d i v i d u a l .  The s ta te  

p r e s e n ts  the accumulated wisdom o f  c e n t u r ie s  and p rov id es  t a l e n t  e x p e r i 

ence  beyond the c a p a c i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l .  Planning by c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i s

51.  Lewis VJ.A. o p . c l t . , p. 132.
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in d i s p e n s a b l e  i f  Bangladesh i s  to d e v e lo p  her  l i b r a r i e s  on the r i g h t  

l i n e s  and d e v e l o p  at the d e s i r e d  speed .  (2)  Planning a lso  becomes 

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the growth and development o f  

l i b r a r i e s  throughout  the  c o u n t r y .  In absence o f  p lann ing ,  i n e q u a l i t i e s  

w i l l  n o t  o n l y  be perpetuated  but accentuated  from g en era t ion  to  gene

r a t i o n .  (3 )  A p lanning a u th o r i ty  i s  r e q u i r e d  to  r e g u la t e  the l i b r a r y  

development o f  the cou n try  so as to  ensure the c i t i z e n s  o f  a l l  kinds 

the  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  l i b r a r i e s .  (4 )  Planning o f  l i b r a r y  development i s  

r e q u i r e d  in  saoothen in g  the v i o l e n t  o s c i l l a t i o n s  and sv in g s -u p s  and 

downs in  the movement o f  l i b r a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .  ( 5 ) Without the aid o f  

p lann ing  no l i b r a r y  can cope  with the major change in  i t .  ( 6 ) Tt i s  

p lann ing  a lone  which can ensure th a t  the l i b r a r i e s  are e s t a b l i s h e d  and 

d e v e lo p e d  a c co rd in g  to  the fundamental s t a t e  p r i n c i p l e s  and the s o c i o 

economic  c o n d i t i o n  o f  the c o u n t r y .  (7 )  Only a planned l i b r a r y  d e v e lo p 

ment p r o v id e s  f o r  proper  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  and avoids  unnecessary  d u p l i 

c a t i o n  in m a t e r i a l ,  s t a f f  and equipment. ( 8 ) Planning o f  l i b r a r i e s  i s  

r e q u i r e d  t o  ensure the f u n c t i o n in g  o f  the l i b r a r y  in a h e a l t h y  manner 

in  the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l  ra ther  than fo r  the b e n e f i t  o f  the few as 

was the ca se  in  the p a s t .

Elements o f  Planning L ib ra ry  S e r v i c e s

Planning i s  an e s s e n t i a l  element in  the development o f  an e f f e c t i v e  

n a t i o n - w i d e  system o f  l i b r a r i e s .  Such p lanning  i s  most needed at the 

n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  w ith  the n a t i o n a l  government p r o v id in g  l e a d e r s h ip  and 

ta k in g  the primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Tt i s  a lso  important th a t  n a t i o n a l  

l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and o th e r  r e l a t e d  a s s o c i a t i o n s  be in v o lv e d  In 

p lann ing  f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .  S t a t e ,  r e g i o n a l  and 

l o c a l  p lann ing  i s  a lso  n e c e s s a r y  in  o r d e r  to apply n a t i o n a l  standards 

and g o a ls  t o  l o c a l  f a c t o r s  and c o n d i t i o n s .  '
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One o f  the most e s s e n t i a l  requirem ents  f o r  p lanning l i b r a r y  s e r v i 

c es  i s  the c o l l e c t i o n ,  a n a ly s i s  and p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  b a s i c  s t a t i s t i c s  

f o r  l i b r a r i e s  o f  a l l  t y p e s .  The present  s ta tu s  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in terms 

o f  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  s t a f f ,  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  u se ,  f a c i l i t i e s  and s e r v i c e s  must 

be known b e f o r e  good p lannihg  can b e g in .  This  i s  an ap p rop r ia te  ta s k  f o r  

a n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  p lanning  agency.  L ib rary  s t a t i s t i c s ,  c o l l e c t e d  can 

ansver important  q u e s t io n s  on the development o f  l i b r a r i e s .  Tt i s  a lso  

im portant  t o  r e l a t e  l i b r a r y  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  to  o th e r  n a t i o n a l  i n f o r 

mation such as p o p u la t io n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e  enro lm ent ,  
major o c c u p a t i o n a l  g ro u p in g s ,  income l e v e l s  and l o c a l ,  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l

e x p e n d i tu r e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  and o th e r  purposes .  T f  at a l l  p o s s i b l e ,

demographic  and economic changes should be p r o j e c t e d  f o r  ten ypars in to

the fu tu re  so th a t  l i b r a r y  planning can take thpse probab le  changes in to

f u l l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in  terms o f  s t a f f ,  m a t e r ia l s ,  s e r v i c e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  
 ̂  ̂ 52needed .  -

Anothpr important  s te p  in l i b r a r y  planning i s  the development o f  

n a t i o n a l  standards fo r  l i b r a r i e s .  These standards s e t  f o r th  sound p r i 

n c i p l e s  and p r a c t i c e s  in terms o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s ,  l i b r a r y  m a t e r i a l s ,  and g e n era l  o p e r a t in g  expenses 

in c l u d i n g  maintenance c o s t s ,  equipment,  s u p p l i e s ,  t r a v e l ,  and o th e r  

exp e n se s .  There v i l l  be some c o s t  v a r i a t i o n s  w ith in  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a l i t i e s ,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  based on community i n t e r e s t s ,  c o s t s  o f  l i v i n g ,  g e o g r a p h ic a l  

f a c t o r s  and types  o f  b u i l d i n g ,  but i t  i s  n o n e th e le s s  v a lu a b le  to have 

an o v e r - a l l  guide i n c l u d i n g  sample budgets  fo r  l i b r a r i e s  o f  va r iou s  

s i z e s .

52 .  A good example o f  L ib ra ry  Planning and one o f  the major l i b r a r y  
s t u d i e s  pu b l i sh ed  in  the United S ta te s  was The Future o f  L ib ra ry  
s e r v i c e ; demographic aspects  and i m p l i c a t i o n s , e d i t e d  by Frank L. 
S c h i c k ,  A s s i s ta n t  D i r e c t o r  o f  L ib ra ry  S e r v i c e s  Branch, U.S. o f f i c e  
o f  E d u ca t io n ,  and pub l ish ed  by the u n i v e r s i t y  o f  T l l i o n i s .
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The nex t  important s t e p  in  planning i s  to  measure the l a t e s t  

s t a t i s t i c s  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  ag a in st  the standards and c o s t s  f o r  

minimum adequate s e r v i c e .  The r e s u l t s  -wil l  show the gaps th a t  n<=ed to  

be overcome in  o rd e r  to  achieve  a l e v e l  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  that  can 

make a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  the economic and s o c i a l  development 

o f  the n a t i o n .  The same process  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  and f a c t u a l  measurement 

o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e ,  s e t t i n g  o f  standards and d e term in at ion  o f  c o s t s  to 

meet minimum standards  a lso  needs to  be c a r r i e d  out  at a l l  o th e r  l e v e l s  

o f  government th a t  have some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  and 
s u p p o r t .

When an un derdeveloped  or  new n a t io n  l i k e  Bangladesh la ck s  most 

o f  the p lann ing  in fo r m a t io n  needed,  a good p la ce  to  beg in  i s  wi th a 

n a t i o n a l  survey  v h ich  w i l l  determine the f a c t s ,  recommend s ta ndards ,  

l e g i s l a t i v e  and governmental a c t io n  needed ,  sources  and l e v e l s  o f  

f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  Tt Is  important  that  such surveys a lso  o u t l i n e  p r i o 

r i t y  s te p s  and s u c c e s s i v e  a c t i o n s  needed to  meet adequate l e v e l s  o f  

s e r v i c e .  A survey can a lso  p o in t  out  o th e r  p o t e n t i a l  sources  o f  good 

l i b r a r y  m a t e r i a l s .  Tt may be Important to  note  that  d e v e lo p in g  l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e  does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean e r e c t i n g  e la b o r a t e  and expen s ive  

b u i l d i n g s  vh ich  are n o t  in  harmony with the economic r e so u r ce s  o f  the 

area .

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  l o c a l  l i b r a r i e s  to  r e g i o n a l  and s t a t e  l i b r a r i e s  

and the n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  i s  another f a c t o r ,  to  be in c lu d e d  in the p lan .  

T ra in in g  in  l i b r a r l a n s h i p  may be a c r i t i c a l  problem that  needs to  be 

h i g h - l i g h t e d  In a survey  r e p o r t .  The v a r iou s  l e v e l s  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  

and d i f f e r e n t  types  o f  t r a in i n g  p o s s l b l i t i e s  should be taken Into  c o n s 

i d e r a t i o n  from I n s e r v l c e  t r a i n i n g  to  u n i v e r s e t y l e v e l  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n .

Planning f o r  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  development programmes can proceed 

with  the c o n f id e n c e  th a t  good l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  at a l l  l e v e l s  o f  ed u ca t ion
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has a c e n t r a l  and n o t  a marginal r o l e  to  play in economic  and s o c i a l  
developm ent .  The p o t e n t i a l  o f  l i b r a r i e s  i s  at p resent  l a r g e l y  unrea

l i z e d .  But with our r a p i d l y  expanding knowledge and the growing needs 
and demands f o r  e d u ca t io n  and in fo rm a t io n  fo r  a l l  the people  the r o l e  
which l i b r a r i e s  must p lay  w i l l  become a r e a l i t y  in a l l  n a t i o n s .

F i e l d s  o f  p lanning  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  are (a )  to  Review and 

r e c t i f y  c e r t a i n  c u r re n t  i d e a s ,  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  from a l l  p o in ts  o f  v iew ,  

y on the  importance and fu n c t i o n s  o f  l i b r a r i e s  and, s p e c i f i c a l l y  and

p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e i r  proper  r o l e  in  the e d u ca t ion  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  ad o le 

s c e n t s ,  and adults  r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  (b )  to  ensure fu r th e r  and b e t t e r  use 

o f  the l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  a lready  a v a i l a b l e ;  ( c )  to  b r in g  about an 

o r g a n i c  expansion  o f  such f a c i l i t i e s ;  (d )  to secu re  the in c r e a s e  o f  

funds e s s e n t i a l  f o r  the s a t i s f a c t o r y  expansion o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  1n 

both  s i z e  and q u a l i t y ;  ( e )  to  improve l i b r a r y  system s,  machinery and 

a d m in is t r a t iv e  methods and ( f )  to  improve the standard o f  the s e r v i c e s  

as re g a rd s  a d m in is t r a t iv e  g rades ,  and t e c h n i c a l  and a u x i l i a r y  s t a f f .

* 'M e th o d i c a l  and o b j e c t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  the e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n

and shortcom ings  as regards  l i b r a r i e s ,  at n a t i o n a l ,  r e g i o n a l  and l o c a l  

l e v e l s  and from the q u a l i t a t i v e ,  a d m in is t ra t iv e  and f i n a n c i a l  anglps ;  

the d r a f t i n g  o f  a plan f o r  the e x t e n s io n  and improvement o f  l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e s ,  i t s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  s p e c i a l i s t  c r i t i c i s m  and o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  

and t h e r e a f t e r  i t s  a d o p t io n  and im plementat ion  on an ex p er im en ta l  

b a s i s  are some o f  the important  s ta ges  o f  p lanning l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .

Tn view o f  the p e c u l ia r  c ir cu m stances  in which p o l i t i c a l l y ,  s o c i a 

l l y  and e c o n o m ic a l l y  Bangladesh i s  p la c e d ,  there  i s  n o t  o n ly  a great  

urgency  about l i b r a r y  developm ent ,  but  a lso  an I n f i n i t e l y  much gre a te r  

e f f o r t  i s  r e q u i r e d  to  generate  the f o r c e s  o f  l i b r a r y  growth, owing 

to  adverse p o l i t i c a l ,  economic  and s o c i a l  f a c t o r s .  Bangladesh has b*®n
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f o r  long  in  a s t a t e  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  s ta g n a t i o n .  She i s  nov becoming 

p a in f u l l y ,  aware o f  the widening d i s p a r i t y  between her  l i b r a r y  con 

d i t i o n s  and th at  o f  advanced c o u n t r i e s .  This n e c e s s i t a t e s  a compre

h e n s iv e  s e t  o f  measures to  be adopted immediately  by the government 

n o t  o n ly  t o  r a i s e  the standard o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r i a n s h i p  but 

to  see them march q u i c k l y  on the road o f  development.

A ccord in g  to  working paper prepared by the United Nations Bureau 

o f  S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  in January, 1966 , on Methods o f  Indu c in g  S o c i a l

Change at the l o c a l  l e v e l  thetfe was i n c r e a s in g  con cern  with the 
im plementat ion  o f  development plans o r  programmes which were prepared

in  many c o u n t r i e s  throughout  the world  during  the l a s t  ten  to  f i f t e e n  

y e a r s ;  the g o a ls  and t a r g e t s  o f  development plans were o f t e n  not  

r e a l i z e d  w i th in  the time ppriod  s p e c i f i e d  and t h i s ,  i t  was su gg ested ,  

was in  many cases  a r e s u l t  o f  the f a i l u r e  to  o b t a i n  the f u l l  p a r t i c i 

pa t ion  o f  the p e o p le .  Tt a lso  s t a t e d  th a t  ne ighb our ing  communities c -  

d i f f e r e n t  in d i v i d u a l s  e q u a l l y  endowed in  terms o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  o p p o r t u n i t y  

and o th e r  f a c t o r s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  showed d i f f e r e n t  Levels  o f  response  I . e . ,  

i n c l i n a t i o n  and c a p a c i t y  f o r  change.  O bv iou s ly  thp r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  response  and subsequent achievement d id  not  l i e  

with r e s o u r c e s ,  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and o th e r  f a c t o r s  but v i t h  in d iv i d u a l s  

and communities c o n ce rn e d .

Tn Bangladesh from the very  beg inn ing  o f  planned devplopment 

in  1951, p e o p l e ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  had been the co rn e r  stone o f  r u r a l
54

xxxxxx programmes d e s ig n a te d  by the t i t l e ;  "community developmpnt” .

But p e o p le  d id  n o t  f e e l  i n t e r e s t e d  and in v o lv e d  because the programme

were b e in g  imposed upon them from above.

53 .  B ha ttacharyy a ,  K.N. Indian  Plans- '  A g e r n a l i s t  Approach,
C a l c u t t a :  Asia  P ub l ish ing  House, 1963, p. 15. See a lso  Appleby
Poul H. New D e lh i :  Oxford and IBH p u b l i sh in g  c o .  1970, pp. 144-170.

54 .  Bangladesh.  The p lanning  Commission. The F i r s t  Five Year Plan 
1973 -78 ,  Dacca:  Planning Commission, 1973, p. 7.
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f o r  lon g  in  a s t a t e  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  s ta g n a t i o n .  She i s  nov becoming 

p a in f u l l y ,  aware o f  the widening d i s p a r i t y  between her  l i b r a r y  con

d i t i o n s  and that  o f  advanced c o u n t r i e s .  This n e c e s s i t a t e s  a compre

h e n s iv e  s e t  o f  measures to  be adopted immediately  by the government 

n o t  o n l y  t o  r a i s e  the standard o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r i a n s h l  p but 

to  see them march q u i c k l y  on the road o f  development.

A ccord in g  to  working paper prepared by the United Nations Bureau 

o f  S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  in  January, 1966, on “Methods o f  Inducing  S o c i a l

Change at the l o c a l  l e v e l  thetfe was i n c r e a s in g  concern  with the 
im plem entat ion  o f  development plans o r  programmes which were prepared

in  many c o u n t r i e s  throughout  the world  during  the l a s t  ten to  f i f t e e n  

y e a r s ;  the g oa ls  and t a r g e t s  o f  development plans were o f t e n  not  

r e a l i z e d  w i th in  the time p e r io d  s p e c i f i e d  and t h i s ,  i t  was s u g g es ted ,  

was in  many ca ses  a r e s u l t  o f  the f a i l u r e  to  o b t a i n  the f u l l  p a r t i c i 

p a t io n  o f  the p e o p le .  Tt a lso  s t a t e d  th a t  n e ig h b ou r in g  communities or  

d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  e q u a l l y  endowed in terms o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  o p p o r t u n i t y  

and o th e r  f a c t o r s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  showed d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  response  I . e . ,  

i n c l i n a t i o n  and c a p a c i t y  f o r  change.  O bv iou s ly  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  response  and subsequent achievement d id  not  l i e  

w ith  r e s o u r c e s ,  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and o t h e r  f a c t o r s  but with in d i v i d u a l s  

and communit ies c o n ce rn e d .

Tn Bangladesh from the very  beg inn ing  o f  planned development 

in  1951, p e o p l e ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  had been the co rn e r  s tone  o f  r u r a l
54xxxxxx programmes d e s ig n a te d  by the t i t l e :  "community developm ent" . ' '

But peop le  d id  n o t  f e e l  i n t e r e s t e d  and in v o lv e d  because  the programme 

were b e in g  imposed upon them from above.

53.  B ha ttacha ryy a ,  K.N. Indian Plans--, A g e r n a l l s t  Approach.
C a l c u t t a :  As ia  P u b l ish in g  House, 1963, p. 15. See a lso  Appleby 
Poul H. New D e lh i :  Oxford and TBH p u b l i sh in g  c o .  1970, pp. 144-170.

54 .  Bangladesh.  The p lann ing  Commission. The F i r s t  Five Year Plan 
19 73 -78 ,  Dacca: Planning Commission, 1973, p. 7.
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Once the s i z e  o f  the plan i s  de te rm in e d , a v^ry important task  '

in  p lann ing  i s  to  make a l l o c a t i o n s  o f  r e s o u r c e s  to  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t o r s

f o r  developm ent .  Development i s  an a l l - s i d p d  ta s k .  This  means very

c a r e f u l  c a l c u l a t i o n  o f  needs and requirem ents  and j u d i c i o u s  a l l o c a t i o n
55o f  needs and re q u irem en ts .

But in  former P ak is ta n ,  u n fo r tu n a t e ly  j u d i c i o u s  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  

needs and requirem ents  -were never made. T f  there  were money fo r  b u ^ l -  

y d i n g ,  th e r e  was no a l l o c a t i o n s ,  say f o r  book purchase .  As such deve 

lopment plan d id  n o t  become a l l  s id e d .

Problems in  Planning
C yj

Planning i s ,  at the present  t im e ,  very  d i f f i c u l t  in  Bangladesh 

f o r  the f o l l o w i n g  reasons

(a )  the n e c e s s a r y  s t a t i s t i c a l  da ta  are not  a v a i l a b l e ;  (b )  the 

methods a p p ro p r ia te  to  such planning have n o t  boen deve loped  in the 

Bangladesh c o n t e x t ;  ( c )  L ib r a r ia n s  with the n e ce ssa ry  KxpriKjui expe— 

r i e n c e  are not  a v a i l a b l e  in Bangladesh,  (d)  absence o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .

( e )  i n s u f f i c i e n t  funds ,  combined with the e x i s t e n c e  o f  autonomous 

sm al l  u n i t s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s e r v i c e s ,  ( f )  Shortage o f  l i b r a r y  l i t p r a -

tu re  in  B e n g a l i ,  (g )  l a c k  o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n  and c o - o r d i n a t i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e s  at a l l  l e v e l s ,  (h) l a c k  o f  sound economic o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  ( i )  

l a c k  o f  s t r o n g  government, ( j )  abuse o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  income and (k) 
l a c k  o f  p u b l i c  c o - o p e r a t i o h .

55 .  B hattachayya .  K.N. Ind ian  Plans A G e n e r a l i s t  Approach, C a l c u t t a :  
A s ia  P u b l ish in g  House, 1963, P. 15.

56 .  G o r tu e r ,  Harold  F. A dm in is tra t ion  in  the Publ ic  S e c t o r T Second 
E d i t i o n .  New York:  John W iley  and Sons ,  1981, pp. 23 4 -35 .
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R ole  o f  L ib r a r i e s  In P lan n in g ;

At p resent  there  are three  approaches to  economic planning In 

Asia :  S ta te  e n t e r p r i s e  p r e v a i l s  in  China; p r iv a te  e n t e r p r i s e  In Japan; 

and a mixture  o f  the two in  Tndia.  Tn Bangladesh both p u b l i c  and p r i 

v a te  e n t e r p r i s e  o p e r a te  under S ta te  p la n s .  The Ind ian  experiment in  

planned development i s  unique in  th a t  i t  i s  be ing  c a r r i e d  on democra

t i c a l l y ,  -with the p e o p l e ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  at a l l  l e v e l s  through b o d ie s  

r e l e c t e d  on a m u lt ip a r ty  b a s i s .  But in Bangladesh i t  i s  p r im a r i ly  the

f u n c t i o n  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the Planning Commission. L ib r a r i e s  have 

an e x c e p t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make v a lu a b le  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and to  h e l p  

at a l l  s ta g e s  o f  p la n n in g .  S ince  no man's judgement i s  b e t t e r  tha;'.n 

h i s  in f o r m a t io n ,  p lanners  must be w e l l - in fo r m e d  i f  they are to  prepare 

the b e s t  p l a n s ,  and an e f f i c i e n t  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  i s  thus in d i s p e n s a b l e .  

F i e l d  workers  must keep abreast  o f  the l a t e s t  developments in  t h e i r  

p r o f e s s i o n  and the p eop le  must be aware o f  t h e i r  problems and be i n f o r 

med o f  the p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s  to  them o f f e r e d  by the development p la n s .  

Ways in  which they can c o n t r i b u t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  to  the implementation 

o f  the  plans must be brought  home to  them. In any c o n s t r u c t i v e  progra 

mme, the morale o f  the peop le  must be kept  high through an understanding 

o f  the s i t u a t i o n  in v o lv e d  by extended l i b r a r y  and in fo rm a t io n  s e r v i c e s .

Tn Bangladesh the p r iv a te  e n t e r p r i s e  in the development o f  l i b r a 

r i e s  i s  almost n i l .  I t  must be encouraged .  The s t a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  l i k e  

China and p r iv a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  l i k e  Japan must work s id e  by s id e  in 

B angladesh .  Further l i k e  Tndia both  p u b l i c  and p r iv a te  e n t e r p r i s e  must 

o p e r a t e  under s t a t e  plans in  Bangladesh.  Tn the d e v e lo p in g  cou n try  

l i k e  Bangladesh ,  the l i b r a r y  development p lanning i s  in d is p e n s a b le  f o r  

the  s u c c e s s f u l  implementation  o f  a l l  o th e r  development p lans /s chem es .
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57 .  Gardner,  Frank M. The Delhi P u b l i c L ib r a r y :  an e v a lu a t io n  r e p o r t .  
P a r i s :  UNESCO , 1957, p . 94.  --------------------------------
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CHAPTER-THREE _

MEASURES SUGGESTED FOR DEVELOPING LIBRARIES 
BEEP RE PARTTTTOW OF TOT A

R eport  o f  the Indian  Education  Commission. 1882

The B r i t i s h  I n d i a  was p a r t i t i o n e d  in to  I n d ia  and Pakistan in 

1947 but i n f l u e n c e  o f  B r i t i s h  c u l t u r e  and B r i t i s h  c o n c e p t  o f  educa

t i o n a l  p lanning  remained mainly u n a lte red  d ur ing  thp whole o f  Pakis

tan p e r i o d .  Though attempts were made t o  o r i e n t a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system 

o f  Pakistan in the c o n t e x t  o f  s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  c o n d i t i o n s  during  the 

p e r i o d ,  y e t  i t  c o u ld  not  g e t  r i d  o f  the le g a cy  l e f t  by the B r i t i s h

R u le .  In the f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  development the in f lu o n c p  o f  deep 

r o o t e d  B r i t i s h  ideas  were v i s i b l e  during Pakistan per iod  t i l l  today 

and as such the plans and programmes o f  l i b r a r y  development during 

B r i t i s h  per iod  are important f o r  understanding  Bangladesh l i b r a r y  

p lann ing  s i t u a t i o n .  Hence though the scope o f  t h i s  study i s  from 

1947 to  1983 y e t  f o r  the sake o f  understanding thp le g a cy  o f  l i b r a r y  

development p la n n in g ,  those  should  be analysed and d i s c u s s e d .  For 

example even today the i n f l u e n c e  o f  Hunter Commission and Sadler  

Commission i s  n o t i c e a b l e  in the growth and a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  Dhaka 

U n i v e r s i t y  L ib r a r y .  The Bengal Education Code (1 9 2 1 ) ,  I t s  l i b r a r y  

development p lanning and a d m in is t ra t io n  are s t i l l  f r u i t f u l l y  a p p l i 

c a b l e  and s u i t a b l e  f o r  s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  development in t h i s  c o u n t r y .

On the 3rd February 1882, the government o f  Tndia appointed 

an Education  Commission with a view to  e v a lu a te  the working o f  the 

then e x i s t i n g  system o f  p u b l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  and to  fu r th e r  e x te n s io n  

o f  that  system on a popular b a s i s .  Th^ Commission c o n s i s t e d  o f  twenty 

one members ̂ bes ides  the p r e s id e n t  and a s e c r e t a r y .  C e r ta in  number o f

1 . I n d i a .  Report  o f  the Indian  Education Commission, 1882, 1.
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persons  -were s e l e c t e d  from each o f  the p r e s id e n c i e s  and prov in ces  

e x c e p t in g  Burma and Assam; and care  vas taken ,  in th<=>ir s e l e c t i o n  

th a t  they should f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t  the v a r io u s  ra ce s  and c l a s s e s  

i n t e r e s t e d  in  Ind ian  E ducat ion .  The Commission was comprised o f  

P r e s id e n t :  The Honourable W.W.Hunter, B . A . , LL.D. ,C .I .E .Member o f  

the V i c e r o y ’ s L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  Members: The Honourable Sayyied 

Ahmed, Khan Bahadur, C. S. I .  (who a fterwards  withdrew and was succeeded 

by h i s  son ,  Mr. Sayyied Mahmud), The Honourable D .v .B a rb ou r ,  C . S . ,  

S e c r e ta r y  to  the Govt,  o f  I n d i a  in the F in a n c ia l  Department, The 

Revd. W.R. B l a c k e t t ,  M.A. , P r i n c i p a l  o f  the Church D i v i n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  

C a l c u t t a ,  Mr. An and a Mohan B ose ,  B .A . ,  B a r r i s t e r -  at-Law, v r .A.W. 

C r o f t ,  M.A. , D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Bengal ,  Mr. K .Delghton ,

B.A. , P r i n c i p a l  o f  the Agra C o l l e g e ,  North Western P ro v in c e s ,  V r .

J .T .  Fowler ,  I n s p e c t o r  o f  S c h o o l s ,  Madras, Mr. A. P. H o v e l l ,  ^ .A .  ,

C . S . ,  Commissioner o f  B erar ,  ^ r .H .P .  Jacob ,  E d u ca t ion a l  I n s p e c t o r ,

Bombay, Mr. W.Lee-Warner, M.A. , C . S . ,  F i r s t  A ss is ta n t  C o l l e c t o r ,  

S a ta r a ,  Bombay, Mr.Revd. W .M i l l e r ,  M .A . ,  P r i n c i p a l  o f  Madras C hr is 

t i a n  C o l l e g e ,  Mr. P.Ranganada M u d a l l ia r ,  ^'.A. , P ro fe ss o r  o f  Mathe

m a t i c s ,  P res id en cy  C o l l e g e ,  Madras, The H o n o u r a b l e  Babu Bhud^B ’

M o o k er jea ,  C . I . E . ,  I n s p e c t o r  o f  S c h o o l s ,  Bengal ,  Mr. C. Pe arson ,M. A . , 

I n s p e c t o r  o f  S c h o o l s ,  Punjab,  The Honourable Maharaja S i r  J o t ln d r a  

Mohan T a gore ,  K . C . S . T . ,  Member o f  the V i c e r o y ' s  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  

Mr.Kashinath Trimpbuk T e la n g ,  M.A. , LL.B. , B a r r i s t e r  at-Law, Bombay, 

Mr.G.E.Ward, C . S . ,  C o l l e c t o r  o f  Taunpur, Northwest P r o v in c e s ,  The 

Revd. A Jean,  D . D . ( S . J . ) ,  R ec tor  o f  S t .  J o s e p h 's  C o l l e g e ,  T̂egapatam 

(Now at T r i c h i n o p o l y )  , Mr. C .A .R .  Browning, M .A . ,  I n s p e c to r  Gpneral

o f  E du ca t ion ,  C e n t r a l  P ro v in c e s ,  and H aji  Ghulam Hasan, Punjab. Mr.

B.L .  R i c e ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  P ub l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Mysore and Coorg worked 
as s e c r e t a r y .
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Reasons f o r  Enquiry

The i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  the Commission -were c o n ta in ed  1n the Reso

l u t i o n 2 o f  the G ov ern or -G en era l - in -C ou n c1 1 dated the 3rd February- 

1882. That document s e t  f o r t h  the Court o f  D i r e c t o r ’ s Despatch o f  

the  19th J u ly  1854 as the b a s i s  o f  the E d u ca t ion a l  p o l i c y  o f  I n d i a .

The r e s o l u t i o n  s ta te d  t h a t ,  "w h i le  the g o v t ,  acknowledged the m aster ly  

and comprehensive o u t l i n e  s u p p l ie d  by that  Despatch ,  they  deemed i t  

o f  importance to  rev iew  the progress  made, and to en q u ire  how fa r  the 

s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  corresponded  with the o r i g i n a l  d e s ig n .  Such an enquiry  

was c o n s t i t u t e d  by o rder  o f  the S e c r e ta ry  o f  S ta te  f o r  I n d i a  In 1859, 

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the c o n t r o l l i n g  a u th o r i ty  passed from the East ^<3-1 a 

Company t o  the Crown. But c ir cu m stan ces  prevented the p rep a ra t ion  o f  

any complete  o r  comprehensive r e p o r t .  Nearly  a quarter  o f  a cen tury  

had s in c e  e la p s e d  and the G o v e r n o r -G en era l - in -C ou n c1 1 b e l i e v e d  th a t  

time had come now f o r  i n s t i t u t i n g  a fu r th e r  and more c a r e f u l  i n v e s t l -  

i g a t io n  in t o  the e x i s t i n g  system and in t o  the r e s u l t s  a t ta in ed  by i t ,

than had h i t h e r t o  been attempted.  ”3 

The Main duty o f  the Commission

In ap p o in t in g  a Commission His E x c e l l e n c y  d e c la r e d  th a t  " i t s  duty 

shou ld  be t o  enqu ire  in to  the manner in which e f f e c t  had been given 

t o  the Despatch o f  1854; and to  suggest  such methods as i t  might th ink  

d e s i r a b l e ,  w ith  a view t o  more c o m p le te ly  c a r r y in g  out the p o l i c y  th e r e 

in  l a i d  dow n ."4

2 .  T b ld .  p p .62 3 -6 28 .  The R e s o lu t i o n  was p r in ted  in Appendix 1 A1 to  
the  R epor t .

3 .  R e s o lu t i o n  o f  the Government o f  Tndia dated 3rd February,  1882, 
Appendix ' A 1 paras 2 - 4 ,  pp. 623 -24 .

4 .  T b l d . . p. 624.
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T n s t r u c t i o n s  to  the Commission cou ld  be grouped Into  (a)  Primary 

E d u ca t io n ,  (b )  P r ivate  e f f o r t s  and gr a n t s - i n - a i d , ( c )  T ra n s fe r  o f  

S ch o o ls  to  Nat ive  Management, (d )  Rates o f  f e e s ,  s c h o l a r s h i p s ,  ( e )  

Indigenou s  s c h o o l s ,  ( f )  Secondary E ducation ,  (g )  I n s p p c t io n  and
5

Female E d u c a t io n .

Thus w h i le  a ss ig n in g  a la rg e  area o f  e n q u iry  to  the Commission, 

the Governor-Gener a l - i n - C o u n c i 1 exempted c e r t a i n  s p e c i a l  branches 

o f  e d u ca t io n  from i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  These branches Inc luded  the 

g e n e r a l  -working o f  the Indian  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t e c h n i c a l  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  

-whether m e d i c a l ,  l e g a l  o r  e n g in e e r in g ;  the e d u ca t ion  o f  Europeans 

and E u ras ia n s .  The Government o f  I n d ia  a lso  -warned the Commission that  

in  p r o v id in g  f o r  the e x t e n s io n  o f  primary s c h o o l s ,  "The l i m i t a t i o n  

imposed upon must always be borne in mind."

Methods adopted

M a t e r ia l s  c o l l e c t e d  by the Commission from February to  November 

1882 c o n s i s t e d  o f  e v id en ce  o f  193 w itn e sse s  examined at l o c a l  c e n t r e s  

throughout  I n d i a ;  o f  323 memoria ls ,  c h i e f l y  from a s s o c i a t i o n s  or  from 

s e c t i o n s  o f  the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t e d  in e d u ca t ion  and o f  a s p e c i a l  r e p o r t  

f o r  each o f  thp t e r r i t o r i a l  d i v i s i o n s  o f  Tridia prepared by the pro -
7

v i n c i a l  com m ittee .

The R eport  c o n ta in ed  the f o l l o w i n g  twelve  C h ie f  D i v i s i o n s  o f  

the  e n q u ir y :  ( l )  H i s t o r i c a l  rev iew  o f  Education in I n d i a ;  (2)  I n d i 

genous e d u c a t i o n ;  (3 )  Primary E duca t ion ;  (4 )  Secondary E duca t ion ;

(5 )  C o l l e g i a t e  E du ca t ion ;  ( 6 ) I n t e r n a l  a d m in is t ra t ion  o f  th<= Depart

ment: C o n t r o l , i n s p e c t i o n ,  exam inat ion ,  t e x t  books ;  (7) E xtern a l

5.  I b i d . , paras 6 - 1 5 ,

6 . I b i d .

7 .  I b i d . . pp. 4 - 7 .
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r e l a t i o n  o f  the Dept, t o  i n d iv i d u a l s  and p u b l i c  b o d i e s :  grants  In 

a i d ,  p r iv a te  e f f o r t s ;  (8 )  Education  o f  c l a s s e s  r e q u i r in g  s p e c i a l  

t r e a te m e n t ;  c h i e f  and n o b l e s ,  the Muhammadans, the a b o r i g i n e s ,  low- 

c a s t e s  and the p o o r :  (9 )  Female “Education ;  (10) E d u ca t ion a l  l e g i s l a t i o n
O

(11)  F in a n c ia l  Summary; and (12)  Recommendations o f  the Commission.

Tn c o u rs e  o f  i t s  enqu iry  on development o f  ed u ca t ion  In v a r io u s  

f i e l d s ,  the Commission observed  th a t  in Bombay "Nearly  e v e ry  (Primary) 

s c h o o l  i s  s u p p l ie d  v i t h  a l i b r a r y  o f  some s o r t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a s e t  

o f  c l a s s  books and books o f  r e f e r e n c e  w h i le  in  Bengal the Primary 

s c h o o l s  have l i t t l e  or  no f u r n i t u r e  and o f  course  no l i b r a r i e s .  The 

upper primary s c h o o l s . . .  have the n e ce ssa ry  maps, a b l a c k  board and
q

a few books o f  r e f e r e n c e " .

The Commission r e c o g n is e d  the genuine d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  n a t iv e  

s tu d en ts  in  understanding  b o o k s ,  In d e r i v i n g  due b e n e f i t s  o f  reading  

and us ing  l i b r a r i e s  due to  language b a r r i e r s  and la ck  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  

number o f  books w r i t t e n  In v e r n a c u la r .  As regards  the then p o s i t i o n  

o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  the Commissions o b s e r v a t i o n  alongwlth recommen

d a t i o n  were as f o l l o w s : -

"The n e c e s s i t y  f o r  m ainta in ing  l i b r a r i e s  In secondary  s ch o o ls  

i s  o b v i o u s l y  not  so g r e a t  as In the case o f  c o l l e g e s . S t l  1 1 , com

p a r a t i v e l y  l i m i t e d  as I s  the use which can o r d i n a r i l y  b<=> made by 

n a t i v e  s tu den ts  o f  a l i b r a r y  f o r  g e n e ra l  r e a d i n g ,  I t  w i l l  not  o f  

c o u r s e  be supposed that  secondary  s c h o o l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h igh  s c h o o l s , 

can be regarded  as p r o p e r ly  equipped w ithout  a l i b r a r y .  For the 

t e a c h e r s ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  that  they should have access  t o ,  at any

- 7 3 -

8 .  I b i d .

9 .  I b i d . ,  p. 117.
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r a t e ,  the le a d in g  -works o f  r e f e r e n c e  in  the way o f  d i c t i o n a r i e s ,  

b i b g r a p h i e s ,  h i s t o r i e s ,  c y c l o p a e d i a s  and the l i k e .  And tak ing  a 

s t i l l  w ider  v ie w ,  we cannot  doubt that  the more extensive* the l i b r a r y  

t o  which a t e a c h e r  has a c c e s s ,  the more l i f e - l i k e  and e f f e c t i v e  w i l l  

be h i s  t e a c h i n g .  Nor should the d i r e c t  b e n e f i t  o f  a l i b r a r y  to  the 

p u p i l s  them selves  be a l t o g e t h e r  o v e r l o o k e d .  Some Engl ish  b ook s ,  at 

any r a t e ,  can be found which w i l l  be a t t r a c t i v e ,  because  not  too  

d i f f i c u l t ,  to  the n a t iv e  s tu dent  in  a secondary  s c h o o l ;  w h i le  i l l u s 

t r a t e d  books and p e r i o d i c a l s  w i l l  serve  to  arouse h i s  I n t e r e s t  and 
s t im u la te  h i s  c u r i o s i t y .  Tn those  p ro v in ce s  in  which ve rn a cu la r  l i t e 
r a t u r e  f l o u r i s h e d ,  i t  may a lso  be p o s s i b l e  to  make u s p f u l  a d d i t io n s  

t o  the l i b r a r y  o f  a secondary  s c h o o l  from that  s o u r c e ,  the s e lp c t^ on  

o f  books b e in g  s t r i c t l y  c o n f i n e d  to  those  which are i n s t r u c t i v e  1n 

matter  and e l e v a t i n g  in  t o n e .  The P r o v i n c i a l  Reports  g ive  f u l l  i n f o r 

mation as t o  the l i b r a r i e s  in  secondary  s c h o o l s .  Tn Bengal ,  the 

o r d in a r y  a l lowance f o r  the l i b r a r y  o f  a government high s c h o o l  Is  

from Rs. 60 to  Rs. 120 a y p a r ,  a grant which i s  found to bp q u i te  

s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  the purpose .  Government middle s ch o o ls  have the  n e ce 

s s a r y  books o f  r e f e r e n c e  b e s id e s  some f o r  g e n e ra l  r e a d in g ;  and the 

su rp lu s  funds at t h e i r  c r e d i t  are expended upon t h i s  among o th e r  

o b j e c t s .  In aided s c h o o l s ,  ex pen d iture  on the l i b r a r y  1s reckonpd as 

e x p e n d i tu re  q u a l i f y i n g  f o r  a g ra n t ;  and i t s  amount i s  taken in to  

a ccou n t  in  f i x i n g  the ra te  o f  a id .  As a r u l e ,  h o v e v p r , added s ch o o ls  

are i l l  s u p p l ie d  with b o o k s . . .  The P r o v i n c i a l  Report o b s e r v e d :  ”Th»re 

i s  v ery  l i t t l e  g e n era l  r e a d in g .  Few boys in a D i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  can 

"read at s i g h t  standard E ng l ish  works;  but easy s t o r y  books are 

sometimes"  p op u la r .  The l i b r a r i e s  have accumulated in a d e s u l t o r y  

manner, and though " f a i r l y  su p p l ie d  with books o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  c o n ta in  

much th a t  i s  u n s u i t a b l e ; "  f o r  example, books that  have been purchased
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f o r  the  encouragement o f  au thors ,  and d i s t r i b u t e d  w ith o u t  r e f e r e n c e  

t o  t h e i r  s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  a s c h o o l  l i b r a r y . . . T n  most o f  the middle 

s c h o o l s  o f  Assam, -whether Government or  p r i v a t e ,  th ere  i s  h a rd ly  a 

p re ten ce  o f  a l i b r a r y ;  a few Government s c h o o l s  s i t u a t e d  at head

q u a r te r  s t a t i o n s ,  are hovever  b e t t e r  o f f .  The Government h igh  s c h o o ls  

have f a i r l y  good l i b r a r i e s ,  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  the requirem ents  o f  masters 

and p u p i l s ;  and year  by y e a r ,  as funds admit, a d d i t i o n s  are made to  

them. An aided h igh s c h o o l  in the tovn o f  S y lh e t  i s  a l lowed to  use

the z i l a  s c h o o l  l i b r a r y . . . 1,10
The f o r e g o i n g  summary would appear to  show th a t  I n s u f f i c i e n t  

p r o v i s i o n  was too  o f t e n  made f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  or  m ainta in ing  l i b r a r i e s  

in  aided s c h o o l s ,  and th a t  the n e c e s s i t y  f o r  such p r o v i s i o n  was much 

g r e a t e r  in  h igh  s c h o o ls  than in  middle  s c h o o l s .  Tt t h e r e f o r e  recomm

ended a sm all  annual grant  f o r  the form ation  and maintenance o f  

l i b r a r i e s  in  a l l  h igh  s c h o o l s .  By l i m i t i n g  the recommendations to  h igh 

s c h o o l s ,  and by o b s e r v in g  the o r d in a r y  requirement t h a t  grants to  

a ided s c h o o l s  were made on c o n d i t i o n  o f  adequate l o c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  

I t  was o b v io u s  th a t  no great  burden was l a i d  upon e d u c a t i o n a l  funds .

The e v a lu a t i o n  o f  the Commission 's  o b s e r v a t i o n s  on secondary 

s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  showed that  in s p i t e  o f  language b a r r i e r s  and la c k  

o f  s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  books in  v e r n a c u la r ,  the government secon 

dary s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  were r a th e r  t o l e r a b l y  good but those  in  the 

aided s c h o o l s  were m ost ly  n o n e x i s t e n t .  The Commission 's  c o n c e p t io n  
o f  annual grant f o r  development and maintenance o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s

was r a t h e r  s t r i k i n g  and n o t i c e a b l e .  T h is  was not  c o n s id e r e d  by the 

p lanners  who framed so many F ive -Year  Plans in l a t e r  t ime.

As reg ard s  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  in  B r i t i s h  Tndi a, the 

Commission i d e n t i f y i n g  the use o f  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  and t h e i r  con 

c o n d i t i o n s  r e p o r t e d :
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"Madras: The Report o f  the Madras p r o v i n c i a l  committee g iv es  

the number o f  books f o r  each c o l l e g e  l i b r a r y ,  but the f i g u r e  though 

taken from o f f i c i a l  r e t u r n ,  seemed in  some c a s e s ,  t o  f a l l  sh o r t  o f  

r e a l  number. Tt vas h a r d ly  c r e d i b l e  th a t  S .P .G .  f i r s t  grade c o l l e g e  

at  T a n jo re  has o n ly  f i v e  books in  i t s  l i b r a r y ,  w h i le  the S .P .G .secon d  

grade c o l l e g e  at T r i c h i n o p o l y  has 1 ,1 2 0 .  The b e s t  fu rn ished  l i b r a r y  

among the g o v t ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  was th a t  o f  P res idency  C o l l e g e ,  which 

c o n t a in e d  3 ,2 8 9  volumes and r e c e i v e d  annual grant o f  Rs.  1 ,000  from 

g o v t .  The C h r i s t ia n  c o l l e g e ,  an aided i n s t i t u t i o n ,  had o n ly  3 ,105  

b o o k s .  Tn the l a s t  mentioned c o l l e g e  there  was an arrangement which 

was worthy o f  n o t i c e  and o f  i m i t a t i o n .  Some 700 o f  the volumes were

books o f  r e f e r e n c e  and were arranged as a c o n s u l t i n g  l i b r a r y  to  which 

the  s tu den ts  have access  during  the whole day and a lso  on h o l i d a y s . . .

>To plan seemed b e t t e r  f i t t e d  t o  encourage s tudents  to r e l y  upon t h e i r  

own e x e r t i o n s . . .

B enga l :  Tn Bengal the P res idency  C o l le g e  which f o r  many years  r e c e iv e d  

a monthly grant  o f  Rs.  300 accumulated a comprehensive l i b r a r y  o f  

modern l i t e r a t u r e  in  a l l  branches o f  knowledge. Annual grants vary ing  

from Rs. 300 to Rs. 400 a year were g iven  with the same o b j e c t  to 

c o l l e g e s  o f  the f i r s t  grad e ,  and sm a l ler  sums to second grade c o l l e g e s .  

S t .  X a v i e r ' s  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r y ,  f o r  In s ta n c e ,  was s u p p l ie d  v*th  a la rg e  

number o f  w e l l  s e l e c t e d  book s .

Nofcth western  Prov inces

The l i b r a r i e s  o f  the government c o l l e g e s  in the T^orth-western 

p r o v in ce s  were e x c e l l e n t .  There were l i b r a r i e s  t o o ,  though not  qu ite*  

so c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  in  the aided i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  Pun .jab: The L ibrary  at 

the Lahore g o v t ,  c o l l e g e  con ta in ed  about 1,400 books on a l l  branches 

o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  both  E ng l ish  and European. The O r i e n t a l  s e c t i o n  was 

poor  and was sa id  to  c o n t a in  much that  was v a lu e l e s s
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As regards  the e x t e n t  to -which c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  were u s e d , 

the in fo r m a t io n  o b ta in e d  seemed to  show that  among th« s tudents  o f  

c o l l e g e s  a p e r c e p ta b le  t a s t e  f o r  gen era l  read ing  had sprung up.

Y e t ,  the Bombay, the Bengal and thp North -w estern  prov in cp s  Reports  

agreed in  say ing  that  the gen era l  h a b i t  o f  read ing  o f  s tu d °n ts  was 

c o n f in e d  to  a very  narrow range ,  b e ing  almost e n t i r e l y  l im i t e d  to  

the  books which had some b e a r in g  on the s u b je c t s  o f  exam inat ions ;  

though an e x c e p t i o n  to  a l i m i t e d  e x t e n t  was made in Bombay in the 

ca se  o f  the s tudents  o f  the "Sliphinstone C o l l e g e .  Vh1 le  making r e c o 

mmendations o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  the Commission recommpnded: "That

a sm a l l  annual grant be made f o r  the formation and maintenance o f
12l i b r a r i e s  in  a l l  h igh  s c h o o l s " .  .

E v a lu a t in g  and d i s c u s s in g  the c o l l e g i a t e  e d u c a t i o n ,  the Commi

s s i o n  recommended that  " p r o v i s i o n  be made f o r  s p e c i a l  grants  to  aided

c o l l e g e s ,  whenever n e c e s s a r y ,  f o r  the supply and renewal o f  b u i l d i n g ,
1*3f u r n i t u r e ,  l i b r a r i e s  and o th e r  apparatus o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .

The Commission w h i le  an a ly s ing  the " I n t e r n a l  Adm^n* s t r a t i  on 

o f  the Education  Department" recommended that  " a g e n e ra l  e d u c a t i o n a l  

L ib r a r y  and museum be formed at some s u i t a b l e  l o c a l i t y  in  each pro

v in c e  and t h a t  encouragement bp given to  s c h o o l  pap°rs or  magazines
14

conducted  in  the v ern a cu lar

This  was the f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  document from which we got  some 

id eas  about l i b r a r i e s  in primary,  secondary  and c o l l e g p  e d u ca t io n .

Tn the then B enga l ,  there  w«^> no l i b r a r y  in primary s c h o o l s ,  though 

in  Bombay 'n e a r l y  every  primary s c h o o l  was supp l ied  with a l i b r a r y
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o f  somp s o r t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a s e t  o f  c l a s s  books and books o f  r e f e r e n c e ’ . 

I t  was r e a l l y  unique that  even b e f o r e  one hundred and two y e a r s ,  primary 

s c h o o l s  in  Bombay had l i b r a r i e s  with t e x t  books and r e f e r e n c e  books .

This  in fo r m a t io n  i s  not  a v a i la b lp  in  o th e r  subsequent Reports  namely 

Indian  Education  Commission R epor t ,  ( 1 9 0 2 ) ,  C a l c u t t a  Uni v e r s i  ty Commi

s s i o n  R eport  ( 191?>-i9) and the l i k e .  But t h i s  In form a tion  lacked 1n 

d e t a i l s  e . g .  t o t a l  c o l l e c t i o n ,  s e r v i c e s ,  the l i b r a r i a n ,  t e c h n i c a l  

s e r v i c e s  e t c .  which a r e s e a r c h e r  with i n q u i s i t i v e  mind w i l l  bo w i l l i n g  

t o  know. I f  these  in fo rm a t io n  would be i l l u s t r a t e d ,  our con cep t  about 

primary s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  o f  that  time would be r i c h e r .

The Commission d e s c r i b e d  th a t  the government c o l l e g e s  and govern

ment D i s t r i c t  High s c h o o l s  had l i b r a r i e s .  The c o l l e c t i o n  o f  somp o f  

the government s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  was good .  But thp Commission 

d id  n o t  say anything more about the o th er  asp ects  o f  those  H b r a r ’ ps .

In t h i s  r e s p e c t  the Tndian U n iv e r s i t y  Commission Report  and C a lcu t ta  

U n i v e r s i t y  Commission R eport  co n ta in e d  more d e s c r i p t i v e  a n a ly s i s  o f  

l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .  From the Huntpr Commission Report we 

f in d  th a t  aided s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  w e re  l e s s  deve loped  

than the government c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s .  I t  i s  worth mentioning here 

th a t  the p r e v a i l i n g  wide d i s p a r i t y  between l i b r a r y  p r o v i s i o n s  in  g o v t ,  

and n o n - g o v t ,  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  in  Bangladesh o r i g i n a t e d  in  the 

middle o f  18th ce n tu ry  as i s  n o t i c e d  in the Hunter Commission1 s Report 

o f  1882.

The Commission recommendations on " l i b r a r y  development"  were not 

com p reh en s ive .  Tt o n ly  emphasised on gre a te r  amount o f  grant f o r  aided 

s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s .  Tn s p i t e  o f  a l l  the shortcomings  the r e p o r t  be ing  

the f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  d e s c r i b i n g  the then l i b r a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

primary and secondary  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  with humbl® l i s t  o f  r e c o 

mmendations put forward the is su e  o f  l i b r a r y  development.
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Place o f  L ib r a r i e s  In the Report  o f  the Tndian U n iv e r s i t y  
Commission^1902) R a le igh  Commission

A fte r  the Hunter Commission the G o v e r n o r -G e n e ra l - in -C o u n d  1 

d e s l r  ed to  know the working c o n d i t i o n s  o f  Univers i  t i » s  e s t a b l i s h e d  

in  the then Tndia and to recommend s p e c i a l l y  the measures to promote 

the advancement o f  l e a r n in g  in  I n d i a .  So the Tndian U n iv e r s i t y  Commi

s s i o n ,  known as R a le igh  Commission was s e t  up In 1902.

By a R e s o lu t io n  o f  the Government o f  Tndia ,  1n t h e  Home Depart

ment, dated  27th January 1902, the G ov ernor -G en era l - in -C oun c i  1 with 

the  con cu rren ce  o f  His  "Majesty 's  S e c r e ta r y  o f  State  f o r  Tndia appo int 

ed the Tndian U n iv e r s i t y  Commission " to  in q u ire  in to  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  

and p r o s p e c t s  o f  the U n i v e r s i t i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in B r i t i s h  Tn d ia ;  to  

c o n s i d e r  and r e p o r t  upon any p ro p o sa ls  which have been or  may be mad* 

f o r  improving t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and working and to recommend to  t h e  

G ove rn o r -G e n e ra l - in -C o u n c !  1 such measures as may tend to  e l e v a t e  the 

standard o f  u n i v e r s i t y  t e a c h in g ,  and to promote t h e  advancement o f  

l e  a r n in g " .  ^

The Commission was c o n s t i t u t e d  with the f o l l o v 4np d i g n i t a r i e s :  

P r e s id e n t :  The Honourable w.T.  R a le ig h ,  M. A. , D .C .T . ,  v einbpr o f  the 

■Executive C o u n c i l  o f  the G overnor -G enera l ,  Members: The Honourable 

Syed Hossain B l lg ra m i ,  Nawab Im ad-u l-Vulk  Bahadur, B. A, , J .P .H ew ett ,  

E s q . ,  C . S . T . ,  C . T . 3 . ,  S e c r e ta r y  to  the government o f  Tn d ia ,  Home 

Department, A. P e d le r ,  ^ s q . ,  C .T .^ .  F . R . S . ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Publ ic  I n s 

t r u c t i o n ,  B enga l ,  A.G. Bourne, ^sq .  , D . S c . ,  F . R . S . ,  Indian E d u ca t ion a l  

S e r v i c e ,  A ct ing  I ¥ i n c i p a l  o f  the P res idency  C o l l e g e ,  Madras, The 

Reverend D.Machlchan, M.A. D.D. , L .L .D . ,  P r i n c ip a l  o f  the Wilson
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C o l l e g e ,  Bombay. The name o f  the Honourable M r .J u s t i c e  Gooroo Das 

B a n e r je e ,  M .A . , D.L. -was added by the Government o f  Tnd^a Order Mo.

170, dated  the 12th February,  1902 The l o c a l  members attached to 

the Commission f o r  the  purpose o f  the in q u i r y  at th^se c fsn t r ° s  vor*4: 

C a l c u t t a :  The Honorable  Mr. Ashutosh Mukhopadhyay, M .A . ,  D.L. , Madras:

C.Sankaran Hayar, ^ s q . ,  B.A. , B .L .  , Bombay: The H o n o r a b l e  Mr. J u s t i c e  

N.G. Chandavarkar,  B.A. , L . L . B . ,  Allahabad: T .C. L e v i s ,  ^ s q . ,  * ' .A . ,  

D i r e c t o r  o f  Publ ic  I n s t r u c t i o n ,United P ro v in c e s .  Puhjab: V . B e l l ^ s q .

M . A . , D i r e c t o r  o f  P ub l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n .

The Commission v i s i t e d  f i v e  u n i v e r s i t y  to v n s .  P u b l ic  meetings 

o f  the Commission vere  h e ld  in Madras, Poona, Bombay, C a l c u t t a ,  Benaras,  

A l lahabad ,  Lucknov and Lahore. Thp Commission examined 156 v i t n e s s e s . -  

A c o n s id e r a b lp  number o f  v i t n e s s e s  and o th e r s  furn ished  th® Commission 

v l t h  v r i t t e n  statements  bea r in g  on the p o in ts  to vh ich  i t s  in q u i r y  vas

d i r e c t e d .  They a lso  v i s i t e d  a c o n s id e r a b le  number o f  c o l l e g e s  and
i g

i n s t i t u t i o n s  a f f i l i a t e d  to  the u n i v e r s i t i e s .  Having c o n s id e re d  and 

d i s c u s s e d  the in fo rm a t io n  thus o b t a i n e d ,  the Qommission submitted i t s  

r e p o r t ,  a minor part  o f  v h lch  d e a l t  v1 th  l i b r a r i e s  o f  th a t  time in the  

then I n d i a ,  a part  o f  vh lch  i s  nov Bangladesh.

The Commission observed  that  the c o n d i t i o n  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  

vas  d e p l o r a b l e .  Thus i t  sa id  " o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  there  i s  

much to  be s a i d .  The l i b r a r y  at Madras appears to  be e n t i r e l y  n e g l e c t e d .  

Bombay has a good c o l l e c t i o n  o f  O r i e n t a l  and o th e r  b o o k s ,  but the 

l i b r a r y  i s  l i t t l e  used by graduates and h a r d ly  at a l l  by s tu d e n ts .  

C a l c u t t a  has a l i b r a r y ,  and moneys have been granted f o r  the purpose

1 6 . I b i d . ,  p . l .

1 7 . T b l d .

1 8 . I b i d . ,  p . 1 3 .
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o f  making i t  supplementary to  o th e r  l i b r a r i e s  in C a l c u t t a .  Tt 1s

open to  f e l l o w s  and to  persons permitted  by thp Syndica te  to use I t

f o r  the purpose o f  l i t e r a r y  r e s e a r c h .  The Allahabad U n iv e r s i t y  has
19

no l i b r a r y .  Lahore has not  a very  la rge  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y .  As

r e g a r d s  the t e a c h in g  u n i v e r s i t i e s  the Commission recommended that

"the  u n i v e r s i t y  may appoint  i t s  own l e c t u r e r s  and prov id e  l i b r a r i e s
20and l a b o r a t o r i e s 1’ .

Again the Commission, f o r  the sake o f  e f f i c i e n t  teach in g  o f  

advanced cou rses  in  the u n i v e r s i t i e s  recommended b e t t e r  p r o v is io n  

o f  l i b r  a r ie s  .^^Tn o rd e r  to  c r e a t e  "a true u n i v e r s i t y  l i f e ,  s p e c i a l l y  

in  g r e a t  towns,  by p r o v id in g  p la ce s  and o c c a s i o n s  f o r  b r in g in g  men 

o f  d i f f e r e n t  c o l l e g e s  t o g e t h e r " ,  the Commission recommended th a t  

" the  u n i v e r s i t y  might e s t a b l i s h  a r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r y ,  with reading  

and c o n fe r e n c e  rooms f o r  P r o f e s s o r s ,  and rooms *n which students  

might read and h o ld  d ° b a t e s " . 22Such p r iv a te  e f f o r t  would b r in g  Pro

f e s s o r s  and students  in to  c o n t a c t ,  with t h e i r  academic ne ighbours
23

o f  whom under the then e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  they saw v ery  l i t t l e .

So i t  a ttached  grea t  importance in  the formation o f  r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a 

r i e s  with both c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s . 24 Tt s t r e s s e d  the need fo r  

r e a d in g  h a b i t s  among stu dents  and s ta te d  " in  a c o l l e g e  where the 

l i b r a r y  was inadequate or  i l l - a r r a n g e d  the s tudents  have no o p p o r -  ^  

t u n i t y  o f  forming the h a b i t  o f  independent and i n t e l l i g e n t  r e a d in g ” .

So the Commission In i t s  "summary o f  recommendation" sa id  "good 

r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r i e s  should be provided in  c o n n e c t io n  both  with u n i 

v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s  in o rd er  that  students  may have an o p p o r tu n i ty
26

o f  forming the h a b i t  o f  independent and I n t e l l i g e n t  r e a d in g .

19. T b l d . ,  p . 6.
20.  T b l d . , p . 57.
21. T b ld . , p . 20.
22. T b l d . ,  pp. 2 0 ,5 9 ,6 3 .
23.  T b l d . , p . 13.
24 .  T b ld . ,
25 .  T b l d . ,  p . 59.
26 .  T b id .  . p. £3.
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The Commission recommended " B e n e f a c t o r s ” f o r  the development o f

u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  in  Tndia .  So i t  sa id  "B en e fa c to r  may in time a r is e
27

to  do f o r  the Tnd1 an u n i v e r s i t i e s  what S ir  Thomas Bodley  d id  fo r  Oxford 

The Commission recommended th a t  in  grantin g  a f f i l i a t i o n  f o r  t e a 

ch in g  a s u b j e c t  in a c o l l e g e  the p o s i t i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  ou£ht to  be con

s i d e r e d .  So i t  was s ta te d  that  " i f  a c o l l e g e  i s  a f f i l i a t e d  up to B.A.

th ere  i s  no reason  f o r  p e rm it t in g  i t  t o  teach  h i s t o r y  w ithou t  a l i b 

r a r y . . . 28 Mere e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  the  l i b r a r y  was not  enough. The l i b 

ra r y  must be f r e e l l y  used .  So the Commission recommended "whether the 

s tu d en ts  have access  to a l i b r a r y  and to  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  e t c . ,  vhere

required".
The Indian  U n i v e r s i t y  Commission o f  1902 was the f i r s t  , h i g h -  

powered Committee which made very  r ea son a b le  recommendations f o r  the 

development o f  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and a f f i l i a t e d  c o l l e g e s  In I n d i a .  The 

Commission gave emphases on the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  H b r s r ’ es a lon sv U h  

r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r i e s  in  th»  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and t h i s  was the s p e c i a l  

f e a tu r e  o f  the Report  o f  the Commission. The Commission was ra th er  

shocked s e e in g  v e r y  l i t t l e  number o f  r e f e r e n c e  l< brar<es  in the 

u n i v e r s i t i e s .  Tt emtfcasised the r o l e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  m  forming indepen

dent  and i n t e l l i g e n t  r e a d in g  h a b i t s .  Another important  aspect  o f  the 

Commission was I t s  recommendations o f  " B e n e fa c to r "  f o r  the e s t a b l i s h 

ment o f  l i b r a r i e s  In Indian  u n i v e r s i t i e s  "what S ir  Thomas Bodley d<d

f o r  O x f o r d ’1. 30
C onsidered  from the p o in t  o f  the time o f  the Report  we must 

commend i t  even from the p o in t  o f  view o f  l i b r a r y  p lanning and deve 

lopment.  But from the s ta n d p o in t  o f  the present  age i t  can b»  sa

27. Tbld. , p. 16.
28. Tbld. , pp.16,61.

29. I b id .
30. J b i d . , p .16.
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t h a t  the l i b r a r y  part  o f  the Report i s  n o t  com prehensive .  Though 

n o t  comprehensive s t i l l  we d e r iv e  from the Report  the Ideas o f  

’ R e fe re n ce  l i b r a r y 1 , ’ B e n e f a c t o r 1 f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  

f r e e  a ccess  to  l i b r a r i e s  as p r e - c o n d i t i o n  f o r  gra n t in g  a f f i l i a t i o n  

f o r  t e a c h in g  a s u b j e c t  in  the c o l l e g e  e t c . ,  as sources  f o r  future  

p lann ing .  The Idea  o f  'R e fe r e n c e  l i b r a r i e s '  with read ing  and con

fe r e n c e  rooms f o r  P r o f e s s o r s  and 'rooms in  vh ich  s tudents  might read 

and h o ld  d e b a te s '  v e r e  n o v e l  and commendable. These vere  v ery  u s e f u l  

s u g g e s t i o n s .  Even in  the modern v o r l d  there  are few r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a 

r i e s  w ith  read ing  and c o n fe r e n c e  rooms fo r  P ro fe s s o r s  and rooms fo r

s tudents  f o r  read ing  and d e b a te s .

But i t  vas a matter o f  great  r e g r e t  th a t  the recommendations

were n o t  t o t a l l y  implemented mainly due to la ck  o f  l i b r a r y  development 

a g e n c ie s .  What we can say now In the c o n t e x t  o f  Bangladesh that  she 

r e q u i r e s  r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r i e s  in a l l  academic I n s t i t u t i o n s  In c lu d in g  

Madrasah, Secondary and Primary s c h o o l s .

Dacca U n i v e r s i t y  Committee (Nathan Committee) (1912)

A f te r  the Rale igh  Commission, Govt, in  o r d e r  to  meet the demands 

o f  the Musalmans o f  East Bengal and to  r e l i e v e  the c o n g e s t io n  o f  the 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a  and to  c r e a te  a new type o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  and 

te a c h in g  u n i v e r s i t y  in  Dacca,  c o n s t i t u t e d  Dacca U n iv e r s i t y  Committee 

p o p u la r ly  known as Nathan Committee f o r  preparing  a d e t a i l e d  plan 

f o r  the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  wherein l i b r a r y  development

was g iv en  emphasis .

On 9th Ju ly  1854 In the w e l l  known Despatch31 on the educa t ion  

o f  the people  o f  I n d i a  from the D i r e c t o r s  o f  the East I n d i a  Company,

31.  I n d i a .  Report  o f  the Indian  Education  Commission. 1&82, C a l c u t t a :  
Super in tendent  o f  Government P r i n t i n g ,  1883, p p .2 4 -2 5 .
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t o  the G overnor -G en era l  o f  I n d i a - i n - C o u n c i l , the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  

London, as i t  -was then c o n s t i t u t e d ,  -was presented  as th** type vh ich  

vas  c o p i e d  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  The r e s u l t  vas the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  the 

In d ia n  U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  b o d ie s  vh ich  examined but  d id  not  tpach students  

o f  a f f i l i a t e d  c o l l e g e s  and r e c o g n is e d  s c h o o l s .  Thp U n iv e r s i t y  o f  

London a f t e r v a r d s  admitted f o r  examination any one educated  anyvhere 

in  U.K. H ovever ,  the Ind ian  U n i v e r s i t i e s  d id  not  f o l l o v  th*s lat<=>r 

m o d e l .3^
This  type  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  vas n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  and a c ce p ta b le  

to  the p eop le  o f  I n d i a  under the c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l i n g  in  I n d i a  at 

t h a t  time and many Ind ian  gentlemen who had been in England c o r r o 

b o r a te d  the same v i e v s .

The id e a  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  v h ich  c o n t r o l l e d  and examined, but 

d id  n o t  t e a c h ,  seemed s u f f i c i e n t l y  strange  to those  vho had e x p e r i 

ence o f  the g re a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  the V e s t ,  but  1.t vas the l o s s  o f  

the  m an i fo ld  advantages connec ted  v i t h  r e s i d e n c e ,  o f  the t r a in i n g  

o f  c h a r a c t e r  p o s s i b l e  as the r e s u l t  o f  h e a l t h y  and v ig o ro u s  c o l l e g e  

l i f e  and d i s c i p l i n e ,  which a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t i o n .  Tn t h i s  r e s p e c t  the 

a t t i t u d e  o f  the past  and the hope o f  the fu tu re  vere  v e i l  pxpressed  

in  the Report  o f  the Ind ian  Education  Commission o f  1882. I t  vas 

v r i t t e n  th e re  that  " the  v i d e l y  s c a t t e r e d  c o l l e g e s  vh ich  have h i t h e r t o  

been o n ly  avenue to h ig h e r  e d u ca t io n  in  I n d ia  and v h ich  v 1 11 remain 

a p o v e r f u l  element in the e d u c a t i o n a l  system, r ° a u i r e  f e d e r a l  

U n i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  and f o r  the examination o f  t h e i r  

s tu d e n t s .  While the need f o r  t h i s  type o f  u n i v e r s i t y  i s  t h e r e fo r e

- 8 4 -

32 .  R eport  o f  the Dacca U n iv e r s i t y  Committee, 1912 , C a l c u t t a ;

The Bengal S e c r e t a r i a t  Book D e p t . ,  1914, p . 9.
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undoubted ,  the c o n c e p t i o n  o f  another t y p e ,  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s ib l e  fo r

the condu ct  o f  i t s  own t e a c h in g ,  i s  becoming more c l e a r l y  r e a l i z e d . "

The In d ia n  U n iv e r s i t y  Act o f  1904 a u th or ised  the U n i v e r s i t i e s  to
.•t

ap po in t  p r o f e s s o r s  and to  assume the r o l e  o f  t ea ch e rs  and C a l c u t t a  

was endeavouring  to c a r r y  out  t h i s  o b l i g a t i o n  by ta k in g  a d i r e c t  part  

in  postgradu ate  t e a c h in g  in  the U n iv e r s i t y  town. The A ligarh  and

Benaras schemes were fu r t h e r  s ig n s  o f  t h i s  grea t  development o f  p u b l i c  

o p i n i o n .  These were abundant i n d i c a t i o n s  that  a u n i v e r s i t y  1 f  i t  was 

t o  s a t i s f y  in f u l l  measure the requirem ents  o f  the educated c l a s s  o f  

I n d i a ,  "must denote  more than mere exam inat ion ,  must undertake mor** 

than mere c o n t r o l ,  raust o f f e r  more than mere i n s t r u c t i o n .  I t  must be 

an i n s t i t u t i o n  in  which a true  ed u ca t io n  can be obta ined  the t r a in i n g  

o f  the mind, body and c h a r a c t e r ;  the r e s u l t  "not  a book  but a man."

The above b r i e f  rev iew  led to  the c o n c lu s io n  th a t  the m i l t l  p l i 

c a t i o n  o f  s c a t t e r e d  c o l l e g e s ,  bound t o g e th e r  by the l o o s e  t i e  o f  

a f f i l i a t i o n  to  a common u n i v e r s i t y , c ou ld  no longer  be r e co g n iz e d  as 

the s o l e  means o f  s a t i s f y i n g  the needs o f  ever  I n c r e a s in g  number o f  

s tu d en ts  seek in g  h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  As such a demand arose f o r  the 

f u l l e r  l i f e  and o rg a n iz e d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  the r e s i d e n t i a l  and tea ch in g

u n i v e r s i t y .

The o r i g i n  o f  Dacca U n iv e r s i t y

There were as many as three  main f a c t o r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  the 

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  Dacca U n i v e r s i t y .  The f i r s t  and forem ost  was the 

d e s i r e  o f  the Mussalmans o f 34 Eastern Bengal to  s t im u late  the edu

c a t i o n a l  p rog ress  o f  t h e i r  community.35 The second f a c t o r  o f  s p e c i a l

33

33.  I n d i a .  Report  o f  the Indian  Education  Commission 1988, C a l c u t t a :  
Superindentend o f  Government P r i n t i n g ,  1983, p p .272-273.

3 4 .  Rahim, F .A .  The H i s t o r y  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dhaka, Dhaka: 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1981, p . 4 .

3 5 .  Hand Book o f  the Un i v e r s i t i e s  o f  P a k is ta n ,  T n t e r - u n l v e r s l t v
Board o f  Pakistan '  ~—s t a n, p. i 17>
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importance was the d e s i r e  o f  thp government to  r e l i e v e  the c o n g e s t io n  

o f  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a . 36The t h i r d  f a c t o r  was the d e s i r e  o f  

the government o f  I n d ia  to c r e a t e  a new type o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  and 

t e a c h in g  U n i v e r s i t y . "The C h ie f  determ in ing  f a c t o r  in the d e c i s i o n  

o f  the government to  make Dacca the sea t  o f  a u n i v e r s i t y " a c c o r d in g

t o  the C a l c u t t a  U n i v e r s i t y  Commission o f  1917, "was d o u b t l e s s ,  the 

d e s i r e  t o  accede to  the demand f o r  fu r th e r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the Muslim
07

p o p u la t i o n  who form a v a s t  m a jo r i t y  in Eastern B e n g a l " . '

As such the government o f  I n d i a  in  t h e i r  l e t t e r  TTo 811, dated 

the 4th A p r i l  1912 announcing the d e c i s i o n  to e s t a b l i s h  a u n i v e r s i t y  

at Dacca ,  a f f o r d e d  a c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  d e s i r e  to  s a t i s f y  

th ese  new a s p i r a t i o n s  and the R e s o lu t i o n 3^ } f  the government o f  Bengal 

(No. 567,  da ted  27th o f  May 1912) was adopted forming the Dacca 

U n i v e r s i t y  Committee to  frame a scheme f o r  the new u n iv e rs* ty .T h e  

Committee was I n s t r u c t e d  th a t  "the u n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dacca should be 

o f  the t e a c h in g  and r e s i d e n t i a l  and n o t  o f  the f e d e r a l  t y p e ,  and 

t h a t  i t  should be s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  organism unconnected v 4th any 

c o l l e g e s  o u t s i d e  the l i m i t s  o f  the c i t y . 3®

Members o f  the Dacca U n i v e r s i t y  Committee4^ w e r e : -  R.Fat.han,

3 s q .  , C . S . I . ,  C . I . ^ . ,  B.A. , T . C . S . ,  B a r i s t e r -  at-L aw, P re s id e n t ,  

G.V.Kuchur,  e s q . ,  C . T . ^ . ,  M .A . , D i r e c t o r  o f  P ub l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n , Bengal ,

-8 6 -

36 .  Rahim, M.A. The H is t o r y  o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Dhaka. Dhaka; 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1981, P . l .

3 7 .  C a l c u t t a  U n iv e r s i t y  Commission R e p o r t . V o l .  IV.  Pt.  11, PP.131- 
132.

38 .  I b i d . ,  See a lso  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dacc a: 1958-66.  Dacca:  The Dacca 
U n i v e r s i t y  Brochure Committee, 1968, p . 3.

39 .  R eport  o f  the Dacca U n iv e r s i t y  Committee. 1912. C a l c u t t a :
The Bengal  S e c r e t a r i a t  Book Depot ,  1914, p . 13.

4 0 .  I b i d .  . p . 8 . See a lso  Hundred y ea rs  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a . 
C a l c u t t a :  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1957, p . 263.
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Dr. Rash Behari  Ghose, C . S . T . ,  C.T."1? . ,  D.L. , V a k i l ,  High C ourt ,

C a l c u t t a ,  Nawab S a iy id  Nawab A ll  Choudhury, Khan Bahadur o f  Dhanbari , 

Mymensing D i s t r i c t ,  Nawab S e r a j u l  Tslam, Khan Bahadur, V a k i l ,  High 

C o u r t ,  C a l c u t t a ,  Babu Ananda Chandra Roy,  Pleader and Zemlnder, Dacca, 

Mohammed A l t ,  ^sq .  , B. A. , Syndic and T ru stee  o f  the ^uh amm. ad an Anglo-  

O r i e n t a l  C o l l e g e ,  A l ig a r h ,  H.R. James, ^ sq .  , v .A .  , P r i n c i p a l ,  Pr^sid^ncy 

C o l l e g e ,  C a l c u t t a ,  V .A .J .  Archbold ,  ^ sq .  , v . A .  , L L .B . ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  Dacca 

C o l l e g e ,  Mohammahopadhaya S a t ish  Chandra A r c h a r j i ,  Vidyabhusana, ^ . A . , 

R i . D . ,  M .R .A .S . ,  P r i n c i p a l  S ank rl t  C o l l e g e ,  C a l c u t t a ,  Babu L a l i t  "Mohan 

C h a t t a r j i , M.A. , P r i n c i p a l ,  Jaganath C o l l e g e ,  Dacca ,  C .V.Beake,  ^ sq .  , 

M .A . ,  P r o f e s s o r ,  P res id en cy  C o l l e g e ,  C a l c u t t a ,  Shams-Ul-tTlama Abu 

Nasar Muhammad Vaheed, M .A . ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  Dacca v adrasah and

D .S .  P ra ser ,  K s q . ,  B . A . ,  T . C . S . ,  S e c r e t a r y . 41

The Committee met in  C a l c u t t a  on the 20th J u n e ,1912 and h e ld
42

s i x t e e n  meetings to  d iscus 's  the q u e s t io n  o f  g e n e ra l  p r i n c i p l e s .

For fu r t h e r  examination o f  these  q u e s t io n s  and the e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  

d e t a i l s ,  the Committee r e f e r r e d  to  twenty f i v e  s u b -c o m " . i t t e e s .43The 

Committee a lso  c o - o p t e d  a number o f  persons  v 1th s p e c i a l  q u a l i f i 

c a t i o n s ,  to  secure  e x p e r t  ana a u t h o r i t a t i v e  a d v 'ce  upon many phases 

o f  u n i v e r s i t y  a f f a i r s .  The scheme presented  in t h i s  r e p o r t  was l a r 

g e l y  the work o f  c o - o p t e a  members o f  the sub-comM t t e e s  .The l i b r a r y  

Sub-committee44 was composed o f :  Mr. R .N a th an . , C . S . T . ,  C.T . ’5. ,T . C . S . , 

B a r r i s t e r - a t - L a w ,  Mr.H.R.James, M .A . ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  P res idency  C o l l e g e ,  

C a l c u t t a ,  M r . * . A . J .  A rchbo ld ,  v . A . ,  L L .B . ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  Dacca C o l l e g e ,  

Mr. C.W. Peake,  W .A . ,  P r o f e s s o r ,  P res idency  C o l l e g e ,  C a l c u t t a ,  Babu

4 1 .  C a l c u t t a  U n i v e r s i t y , C a l c u t t a :  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1957, P . S 6 3 . o £ , c n .  , 8 .

p. 13.
4 2 .  T b i d . ,P .  13.

4 3 .  T b i d . , Appex. XT,  pp. 265-270.

4 4 .  T b i d . , p . 8 .
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L a l i t  Mohan C h a t t e r j i ,  and Dr.T^.Fusharraf-ul-Wulk,  Ph.D. ( H a l l e ) ,  

P r o f e s s o r ,  Dacca C o l l e g e .
45

The L ib ra ry  Sub-Committee vas hpaded by Y v .R .^ a th a n , Pres ident  

o f  the  main Committee. Four important members o f  the Committee v ere  

in c lu d e d  in  the Sub-Committee f o r  L i b r a r i e s  and t h i s  showed the 

emphasis the Committee gave,  on the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  in the 

proposed  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dacca .  The Report  proposed throe  typ^s o f  

l i b r a r i e s :  namely (a) the c e n t r a l  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y ( b )  Seminar 

l i b r a r i e s ;  and ( c )  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  the u n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dacca.  Tn 

d e f i n i n g  the aims and o b j e c t s  o f  the above types  o f  l i b r a r i e s  i t  . 

proposed  "The u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  should supply moans f o r  thp promotion 

o f  advanced study and g e n e ra l  c u l t u r e .  Tt should be a r e f e r e n c e  and 

n o t  a le n d in g  l i b r a r y ;  but p r o f e s s o r s  should bp al lowed to  take out  

books up t o  a very  l i m i t e d  number, and books may be taken out f o r  

seminar use during  the day. Tt should not  in c lu d e  o r d in a r y  c o l l e g e  

t e x t - b o o k s  o t h e r  than the standard work or  vorks  o f  s p » c ' a l  m e r i t .

On the o t h e r  hand, I t  should Inc lud e  hooks on a r t ,  b i o g r a p h i e s ,  books 

o f  t r a v e l s ,  e t c .  even though they are n o t  r e q u ire d  f o r  u n i v e r s ' t y  

c o u r s e s ,  a s e t  o f  b e s t  vorks  on f i c t i o n ,  and u su a l  standard vorks  o f  

r e f e r e n c e .  L i b e r a l  p r o v i s i o n  should a lso  be made f o r  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  

i e n t i f i c  and o t h e r w is e .  C o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s ,  w h i le  n ot  r e l i e v < n g  

»1 th e r  the p r o f e s s o r  or  the student  o f  the n e c e s s i t y  o f  keeping  a 

. . a l l  l i b r a r y  o f  h i s  o v n ,  should y e t  c o n t a i n ,  b e s id e s  standard vorks  

o f  g e n e r a l  c u l t u r e ,  o r d in a r y  v o rk s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  v h ich  s tudents  tak ing  

e1th=r the Honours or  the pass cou rse  may wish to  c o n s u l t .  P r o f e s s o r s  

and students  should be a l l o v e d  under s u i t a b l e  r e g u l a t o r s  to  take 

o u t  books  o t h e r  than vorks  o f  r e f e r e n c e . . .The S c ie n ce  p o r t io n  o f  the 

U n i v e r s i t y  L ibrary  w i l l  c o rresp on d  both to  the c e n t r a l  l i b r a r y  and

sc 

e 

sm

45 .  T b id .  , p . 8.
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t o  the Seminar C o l l e c t i o n  o f  hooks in  arts  s u b j e c t s ;  a small  c o l l e c -
46t i o n  o f  books w i l l  a l so  be re q u ire d  f o r  each l a b o r a t o r y " .

Tt fu r th e r  proposed "The Arts s e c t i o n  o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  L ibrary  

w i l l  be accommodated in  the main u n i v e r s i t y  b u i l d i n g ,  now the s e c 

r e t a r i a t e ,  at the southern end o f  the ground f l o o r  o p p o s i t e  the semi

nars  and w i l l  extend along the c e n t r a l  p o r t io n  as fa r  as the f i r s t  

passage .  The books w i l l  be kept  1n two long  rooms f i t t e d  with s u i t a b l e  

s h e l v e s .  There w i l l  be two la rge  re a d in g  rooms (each 101'X34'  ) e q u i 

pped with s u i t a b l e  f i t t i n g s .  The s t a f f  o f  the l i b r a r y  should comprise  a 

a l i b r a r i a n  in  the P r o v i n c i a l  Education  S e r v i c e ,  3 a s s i s t a n t  l i b r a r i 

ans and the Subord inates  enumerated in  Appendix X. One end o f  each 

r e a d in g  room w i l l  be separated  o f f  by a c o u n t e r ,  b*h<nd which should ^

be accommodated the l i b r a r i a n  or an a s s i s t a n t  l i b r a r i a n . ”47

An e s t im a te  o f  i n i t i a l  and r e c u r r i n g  expen d iture  f o r  the c e n t r a l  

l i b r a r y 48the seminar l i b r a r i e s 49 and the c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  was given 

in  Appendices TX and X o f  the R e p o r t .  The Dacca and Jagannath C o l l i e s  

a lready  had l i b r a r i e s  o f  t h e i r  own.50Thus from thP above i t  i s  n o t i c e d  

t h a t  the R eport  f o c u s s e d  on the len d in g  system, nature  o f  c o l l e c t i o n ,

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s ,  l o c a t i o n  o f  the l i b r a r y ,  s h e lv in g  o f  b o o k s ,  f u r n i -
c ■fViT' 11 Vrr* p t  i  an an d as s 1 s t  ant 11 br  ar 1 an t u r e ,  s t a f f ,  r ead in g  rooms, rooms fo r  l i b r a r i a n

s ta tu s  and s c a l e  o f  l i b r a r y  p orsonn e l  e t c .

4 6 .  T b id .

47 .  T b id .*± f • J- H XVLjt.

4 8 - M S ?
R s - 1 2 , 0 0 '■ ' ■ were r e c o m m e n d e d . .

«■ i k n o o / - f o r  seminar
4 9 .  The Report  e s t im a ted  c a p i t a l  expen d iture  o f  Hs. - ,

( p . 256) .

50 .  T b i d . , Appendix TX, p . 256.
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Tn the es t im ated  c a p i t a l  expen d itu re  o f  R s . 3 3 , 2 5 0 / -  f o r  fu rn i tu r e  

the  Committee recommended Rs. 1 3 , 0 0 0 / - f o r  c e n t r a l  l i b r a r y  o f  the u n i 

v e r s i t y ,  Rs. 5 , 0 0 0 / -  f o r  seminars o f  d i f f e r e n t  departments and Rs. 

3 , 0 0 0 / -  f o r  the Seminar l i b r a r y  o f  the Dept,  o f  Tslamlc S tu d ie s .  1 

The Committee a lso  recommended Rs. 3 0 0 / -  f o r  f u r n i t u r e  f o r  the l i b r a r y

o f  c o l l e g e  f o r  w e l l - t o - d o  c l a s s e s .
The Committee recommended52 Rs. 1 , 8 2 , 0 0 0 / -  fo r  the purchase o f  

books and p e r i o d i c a l s ,  the break-down o f  which was as fo l low s  

U n iv ers i ty  Library R s * 5 2 , 0 0 0 / -

Univers^ty L ibrary (S c ien ce )  Hs* 2 3 , 0 0 0 / 
Rs.  1 8 ,0 0 0 / 

Seminar
J Rs. 12 , 000/ -Tslamic Studies

Rs. 2 5 , 0 0 0 / 
Law
New and Muhammadan c o l l e g e s  Rs* 40»00° /

Rack numbers o f  p e r i o d i c a l s  Rs. 1 » __
" R S .  1 , 8 2 , 0 0 0 / 

Seminar i l l u s t r a t i v e  equipment R s * 3 , 0 0 0 / -

Tt a lso  recommended Rs. 1 0 ,0 0 0 / -  f o r  the development o f  the 

l i b r a r y  o f  the c o l l e g e  f o r  w e l l - t o - d o  c l a s s e s  (the t o t a l  amount 

recommended fo r  the development o f  t h i s  c o l l e g e  b e 4ng Rs. 1 1 , 7 0 0 / - ) .  

Seminar L ibrary
The Committee r e c o g n i s i n g  the h a b i t  o f  accurate  and s c i e n t i f i c  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and o r g i n a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  mind req u ired  f o r  s tu d e n ts ,  

s tu dy ing  W.A. Degree c ou rses  emphasised on l e c t u r e s ,  Seminar works 

and w e l l - s u p e r v ' s e d  p r iv a te  study f o r  them. Tt s t a t e d ;  " I n s t r u c t i o n

51 .  Tbid. , Appendix IX ,  p . 256.

52 .  I b i d . ,  Appendix IX ,  pp. 256-57 .
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in  each s u b j e c t  should c e n t r e  in  a seminar.  This  should comprise 

a l e c t u r e  room and. two o r  more rooms s i t u a t e d  in c l o s e  prox im ity  to  

the  U n i v e r s i t y  L ib r a r y .  The seminar should c o n ta in  a complete  r e f e 

rence  l i b r a r y  v i t h i n  the l i m i t s  o f  the o rd in a ry  purpose o f  v .A .  work,  

v h ich  should  be supplemented,  in  the case  o f  ra re  books vh ich  are 

not  in  common use from th* u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y .  Students  should be 

g iven  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  take o u t ,  during  the day o f  i s s u e ,  such vorks  

 ̂ from the u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  as they may r e q u i r e  f o r  use in th*

seminar.  The seminar should also  be prov ided  v U h  i l l u s t r a t e  . q u l p -  

ment, p i c t u r e s ,  maps, c h a r t s ,  models e t c . ,  such as may g ’ ve g rea ter  

l i f e  and r e a l i t y  to  the s tu d ie s  they promote" . 53 Thus the Commi

t t e e  put emphasis on the use and p o t e n t i a l s  o f  seminar L brary*

L ib r a r y  Committee

The Committee recommended that  the L ib ra ry  Committee " v i l l  

have charge o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  and seminar l i b r a r i e s  and w i l l  advise 

the C o u n c i l  on a l l  q u e s t io n s  connected  with L ib ra ry  maintenance and
V

management. Tt should be composed as f o l l o w s : -  

The V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r - P r e s i d e n t  

The L ib r a r ia n - S e c r e t a r y

Five  persons to  be appointed by the C o u n c i l . " 0^

S t a f f  '

The Committee recommended the f o l l o w i n g  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s t a f f  fo r

the proposed l i b r a r y

One L ib ra r ia n  in  th e55 rank o f  P r o v i n c i a l  Education  S e rv i ce  

v i t h  monthly pay o f  Rs. 3 2 0 / - ,  3 A s s is ta n t  L ib ra r ia n s  o f  S u b -ord ina te

53. I b i d . , p .39.

54.  I b i d . . p . 138.

55.  I b i d . , p. 260.
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E d u c a t lo n a l  S e r v i c e  at the monthly pay o f  Rs. 1 5 0 / - ,  One Head

Attendant  at the monthly pay o f  Rs. 1 2 / -  and 3 D a f t a r i e s  at the
56monthly pay o f  Rs. 1 5 / 

C o l i e g e  f o r  women
The Committee recommended th a t  the c o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g  fo r  women 

" w i l l  com prise  c l a s s  rooms, l i b r a r y ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  common room fo r  

s tu d e n t s ,  s i t t i n g  rooms f o r  p r o f e s s o r s  e t c " . 57 Tt fu r th e r  recommended 

th a t  the b u i l d i n g  o f  the c o l l e g e  f o r  the w e l l - t o - d o  c l a s s e s  " w i l l  

com prise  a la rg e  h a l l ,  a l i b r a r y 5 ^ . . .  ( s i t e  No. 22 on the genera l  

p lan and p l a t e s  28,  2 9 ) . "

While s t r e s s i n g  on the need f o r  l i b r a r y  the Committee emphasised

th a t  the "Department o f  I s la m ic  S tu d ies  should have l i b r a r y "59 and

i t  a lso  recommended th a t  the Engineer ing  C o l l e g e s "  should have 11b- 
60

r a r y " .  I t  fu r th e r  recommended "a museum with l i b r a r y  and reading  

room" f o r  anatomica l  s tu d ie s  in M e d ica l  C o l l e g e s . 61 The Committee 

recommended ample accommodation f o r  l i b r a r y  In the Law Department, 

c W l  " a  sum o f  Rs. 2 5 , 0 0 0 / - f o r  i n i t i a l  ex pen d iture  on the Law L ibrary  and 

an annual sum o f  Rs. 1 , 0 0 0 / - fo r  i t s  u p -k e e p . " 62

The R eport  o f  the Dacca U n iv e r s i t y  Committee o f  1912 d e a l t  mainly 

as per i n s t r u c t i o n  with the p r o s p e c t  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a t e a ch in g  u n i 

v e r s i t y  at Dacca and i t  submitted the Report  f o r  fa vour ing  the e s t a b 

l ishm ent  o f  the same with l o g i c a l  arguments. Whl >  prepar ing  the

56 .  T b l d . . p . 263.

57.  I b i d . . P late  No. 26 and 27, p . 91.

58.  I b i d . ,  S i t e  No. 22 on the g e n era l  plan and p la te  TTo .2F  and 29,  p. 95 .

59 .  T b ld .  , Appex.TX, p . 257.

60.  I b i d . ,  P la te  No. 30,  p . 115.

61 . I b i d . ,  p . 120.

62 .  I b i d . . p . 123.
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Report  i t  d u ly  r e c o g n is e d  thp In d isp e n sa b le  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b^twpen

u n i v e r s i t y  and i t s  l i b r a r y .  Thus i t  framed a sub-committee fo r

p repar ing  the r e l e v a n t  p o r t io n  o f  the Report  on l i b r a r i e s .  The

sub-committee  a lso  gave e q u a l  emphasi s on the © s t s b l i  shmpnt o f

l i b r a r i e s  v i s - a - v i s  the u n i v e r s i t y .  "To a id ,  s u s ta in  and augment thp
6.3

t e a c h in g ,  r e sea rch  and e x te n s io n  programmes o f  the u n i v e r s i t y "  

i s  the p h i lo sop h y  f o r  vh ich  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  e x i s t s  and that  was 

f u l l y  r e a l i s e d  by the sub-committee in recommending thp es ta b l ishm ent  

o f  L ib rary  in  the proposed u n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dacca.  Tt vas not  a case

o f  development o f  l i b r a r y  ra ther  i t  was the p r o p o s a l  f o r  the e s t a b l i 

shment o f  one .

What was proposed by the Fathan Committee vas subspquently  e n l a r 

ged and m o d i f i e d  in  some ca ses  by the Sadler  Commission o f  1917-19 

o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a .  The Fathan Committee recommended th a t  

the pay and s ta tu s  o f  the L ib ra r ia n  would be th a t  o f  the P r o v i n c i a l  

E ducation  S e r v i c e  at the r a te  o f  monthly pay o f  Rs. 3 2 0 / - ,  A ss is ta n t  

L ib r a r ia n :  S u b -ord in a te  E d u ca t io n a l  S e rv i ce  at thp monthly pay o f  

Rs. 1 5 0 / - ,  Sen ior  P r o f e s s o r ;  monthly pay Rs . 1 , 8 0 0 / - , Pro f e s s o r  , monthly 

pay Rs. 1 5 0 0 / - ( i n  19 12 ) .  But the Sad ler  Commission recommended that  

pay and s ta tu s  o f  the L ib ra r ia n  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a  would 

be th a t  o f  a P r o fe s s o r  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  and havinp a p la c «  1n th** 

supreme academic body o f  the u n i v e r s i t y .  B es ides  c o n t r o l l i n g  h i s  

own l i b r a r y ,  the l i b r a r i a n  might w e l l  perform oth^r  u s e f u l  fu n c t io n s  

as w e l l ,  such as that  o f  g iv in g  advice  to  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i a n s  in  rpgard 

to  s e l e c t i o n  and c a t a lo g u in g  o f  books with a view to the p r °v e n t io n

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 3 8 m g-----------------------
63 .  Mumtaz, A Anwar. "Our u n i v e r s i t y  and t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s :  a p lea  f o r  

i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  programme and s e r v i c e s " ,  The Eastprn Li b r a r i a n ,  
T T T ( l ) ,  Septembpr, 1968, p . 35.

r  *t¥i 
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o f  n e e d le s s  -waste by o v e r la p p in g  e s p e c i a l l y  in the p r o v i s i o n  o f
G4e x p e n s iv e  p e r i o d i c a l s .  Another o b s e r v a t i o n  i s  that  the Nathan Commi

t t e e  d id  n o t  s p e c i f y  the d u t i e s  o f  the l i b r a r i a n .  But the Sadler  

Commission s p e c i f i e d  the d u t i e s  o f  l i b r a r i a n  though not  e x t e n s i v e l y .

The Committee 's  recommendations f o r  the Dacca U n i v e r s i t y  L ibrary  

as R e ference  L ib r a r y ,  but  not  a len d in g  l i b r a r y  was very  good from the 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s ta n d p o in t  o f  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  but not  s u i t a b l e  and p r a c -  

> t l c a b l e  from the d e p l o r a b l e  s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  s ta n d p o in t  o f  th°  th»»n

B enga l .  Even today Dhaka U n iv e r s i t y  L ibrary  i s  a le n d in g  l i b r a r y .  

Viithout s t a t i n g  the book s e l e c t i o n  p r i n c i p l e s ,  i t  recommended that  

"standard  works or  works o f  s p e c i a l  m er i t ' '  "would be purchased” . Tt 

r i g h t l y  recommended th a t  " L i b e r a l  p r o v i s i o n  should be made for  p e r i o 

d i c a l s ,  s c i e n t i f i c  and o t h e r w is e "  f o r  promoting re sea rch  in the uni

v e r s i t y .  Tt d id  not  recommend separate  b u i l d i n g  f o r  l i b r a r y  1n a 

calm and c e n t r a l  p l a c e ,  s u i t a b l e  f o r  s tu d e n ts .

I One o f  the s t r i k i n g  fe a tu re  o f  the C om m ittee  ■* s that  1t recommended

p r iv a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  l i b r a r y  f o r  p r o f e s s o r s  and s tu d e n ts .  This  v®ry po^nt 

was n o t  recommended by any subsequent c o m m i s s i o n / c o ^ i  t t^ e /p la n /s c h e m e  

made during  the B r i t i s h  p e r io d  (1 9 1 2 -1 9 4 7 ) ,  Pakistani  period (1947

1971) and Bangladesh s in ce  1971.

The most fundamental drawback o f  the Committee Report i s  that  

i t  underestim ated  the pay and s ta tu s  o f  the L ib ra r ia n  and A ss is ta n t  

L ib r a r ia n  o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  L ib r a r y .  Tn the advanced c o u n t r i e s ,  the 

pay and s ta tu s  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  L ib r a r ia n  i s  that  o f  a p r o fe s s o r  o f  

the u n i v e r s i t y .  The A s s i s ta n t  L ib r a r ia n  e n joy s  the pay and s ta tu s  o f  

A s s i s ta n t  P r o f e s s o r ,  ^ven in Bangladesh in  most o f  the u n i v e r s i t i e s

- -9 4 -

64.  o_£. c i t . 2 ,  pp. 283-284 .
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the  pay and s ta tu s  o f  the l i b r a r i a n  and A s s is ta n t  L ib ra r ia n  i s  that  

o f  a P r o f e s s o r  and A s s i s ta n t  P r o f e s s o r .  The Committee recommended 

the s ta tu s  o f  P r o v i n c i a l  Education S e r v i c e  with monthly pay o f  Rs. 

3 2 0 / -  f o r  the l i b r a r i a n  and for  the A ss is ta n t  L ib ra r ia n  the s ta tu s  

o f  P r o v i n c i a l  S ub -ord ina te  Education  S e rv i ce  with monthly pay o f  Rs. 

150. Whereas in  c o n t r a s t  to  i t ,  i t  was found th a t  1.t recommended for  

the P r o f e s s o r  o f  Arts and S c ien ces  in  the u n i v e r s i t y  the s ta tus  o f  

Ind ian  Education  S e r v i c e , 65 with the monthly pay o f  Rs. 1,800 fo r  

S en ior  P r o f e s s o r  and R s . 1 , 5 0 0 / - f o r  P r o f e s s o r .  This  un derest im at ion  

and i n f e r i o r  p o s i t i o n  had long  l a s t i n g  i n f lu e n c e  upon th* p r o fe s s i o n  

as a w h o le .  During the r e s t  o f  the p er iod  o f  B r i t i s h  Rule and Pakis

t a n i  R u le ,  the L ib r a r ia n  and the p r o f e s s i o n  as a whole were not  g iven 

due r e c o g n i t i o n  and s t a t u s .  Even today the l i b r a r y  personne l  are not

g e t t i n g  due s o c i a l  and economic  s ta tu s  though I t  was r e p o a te d ly  

s ta te d  in many Reports  that  l i b r a r y  i s  the h e a r t  o f  the e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n , " ^  and " l i b r a r i a n  i s  the teacher  o f  t e a c h e r s " .

Another f law o f  the Report  i s  that  i t  d id  not  s e t  any standard 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  the post  o f  L ib ra r ia n  and A ss is ta n t  L ib r a r ia n .

As a r e s u l t  person In the good book o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  a u t h o r i t i e s  

would get  the chance o f  b e ing  favoured with the p o s t ,  and a c t u a l ly  

t h i s  happened. A h i s t o r i c a l  rev iew  o f  the s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  prove that  

r i g h t  from 1921, no one with p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  the 

p os t  o f  L ib ra r ia n  was ever  appointed as l i b r a r i a n ,  ^ven today a

65 .  I b i d . , p p .4 9 -5 0 .

66 . P ak is ta n .  Commission on N a t io n a l  E d u c a t io n . 1959. Karachi :
Manager o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1961, p . 40 .  Sep a lso  Pakistan.  

Planning Commission. The Third F ive -Y ear  Plan, 1 9 6 5 -7 0 , p p .20 2 -3 .

67.  SPIL. P rop osa ls  f o r  e x e c u t io n  o f  the planned p r o j e c t s  under 
L ib r a r y  S e r v i c e s  In the Fourth Fiv e -Y e a r  Plan. 1970-75 .  K a r a c h i : 
SPIL, 1970, p. 13.
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P r o f e s s o r  o f  H is t o r y  i s  t e m p o ra r i ly  h o l d in g  the* p o s t .  This  u n fo r 

tunate  p o s i t i o n  i s  the l e g a c y  o f  the la c k  o f  any standard q u a l i 

f i c a t i o n  and re cru i tm e n t  r u le s  p r e s c r ib e d  f o r  the post  o f  L ib ra r ia n  

and A s s i s ta n t  L ib ra r ia n  by the Nathan Committee. The Committee r e c o 

mmended the e s ta b l i sh m en t  o f  n in e teen  Departments In Arts and S c o n c e  

f o r  t e a c h in g  upto p o s t -g ra d u a te  c o u r s e s .  But i t  d id  not  make any 

p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t r a i n i n g  in  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  or  tea ch in g  in  l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  

though i t  gave emphasis upon the r o l e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in U n iv e r s i t y  

t e a ch in g  and r e s e a r c h .  The planners b e ing  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g ia n ts  v i t h  

lon g  academic and re se a rc h  e x p e r i e n c e ,  u n fo r tu n a t e ly  f a i l e d  to  pro

p e r ly  c o n c e i v e  that  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  was an independent and growing 

d i s c i p l i n e  r e q u i r i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e se a rc h  and t r a i n i n g .  As such 

the vacuum in t h i s  r e s p e c t  was c r e a te d  r i g h t  from th«  very  p ro p o s a l  

f o r  the c r e a t i o n  o f  Dacca U n iv e r s i t y  and that  vacuum cont inued  for  

more than h a l f  a cen tu ry  t i l l  the f u l l - f l e d g e d  Department o f  L ibrary  

S c ie n c e  was i n s t i t u t e d  in  the U n iv e r s i t y  in  1964.68

The C a l c u t t a  U n iv e r s i t y  Commission: 1917-19:  (The S a d le r . Commission}—  

The s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  s i t u a t e d  in  the area now c a l l e d  Bangla

desh were d i r e c t l y  under the c o n t r o l  and s u p e rv i s i o n  o f  the Univer

s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a  as the proposed u n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dacca accord ing  to  

Nathan Committee Report  was not  then s e t  up. So study o f  the r e p o r t  

o f  C a l c u t t a  U n iv e r s i t y  Commission i s  important f o r  knowing the then 

c o n d i t i o n  o f  c o l l e g e s  and s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  s i t u a t e d  in t h i s  area.
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T_, . „ a nnilT-=flc iri T.ibrarv S c i e n c e . . .  Dacca, Dacca
68. Khorasani, S.S *4.A. ^ r y  A "The s i s ) .  See als~ A g a r w a l , S.*T. ,Kh

RnRVS a ? v i L - S ^ ’ in LIbrary anAjrnfonnat
SMpnc.e Vnl. P, ^j'svanathan F estch rlft, Lueknov: Print ous®
( I n d i a ) ,  1982, p . 397
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The c o n c e p t  about academic l i b r a r y  development o f  the Commission 

are a lso  im portant .  The Report  had something o f  gr^at s i g n i f i c a n c e  

t o  o f f e r  to  the development o f  academic l i b r a r i e s .  Although the 

Commission, as i t s  name im pl ied  was concerned  o n ly  v i t h  the C a l cu t ta  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  i t s  recommendations were based on the t o t a l  academic 

scene in  I n d i a  and as such v ere  a p p l i c a b l e  to  any I n s t i t u t i o n  in the 

then Pakistan and p resen t  Bangladesh.

The C a l c u t t a  U n iv e r s i t y  Commission vas appointed by the Governor-  

G enera l  o f  T n d i a - I n - C o u n c i l  to make e n q u i r i e s  and recommendations In 

regard  to  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a  and i t s  a f f i l i a t e d  c o l l e g e s .

The scope  o f  the enqu iry  vas d e s c r i b e d  in a r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the Govern

ment o f  I n d i a  in the Education Department Order Fo.  783 dated the 

14th September 1917, which s ta ted  "The G o v e rn or -G en era l - in -C ou n c11 

has d e c id e d  to  appoint  a Commission to enquire  In to  the c o n d i t i o n s  

and p r o s p e c ts  o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a  and to  c o n s id e r  the ques

t i o n  o f  a c o n s t r u c t i v e  p o l i c y  In r e l a t i o n  to  the q u e s t io n  which I t  

p resen ts . "® ®  An announcement on the s u b j e c t  was made by His E x c e l l e n c y  

the  C h a n c e l lo r  o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  at the c o n v o c a t io n  h e ld  on the 6th 

J a n u a ry , 1917. The c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  the Commission vas as f o l l o w s  

P r e s i d e n t :  (1 )  Dr .M.E. S a d l e r , C . B . ,  v . A .  , L i t t .  D. ,LL.D. , V1c»-Chance_ 

l l o r  o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Leeds ;  Members: (2) Dr .J .V.’ . G re g o ry , F . R . S . ,

D . S c . ,  M .I .W .M .,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  Geology  at the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Glasgow;

(3 )  K r .P .J .H a r t o g ,  C . T . E . ,  F .A .  , B . S c . ,  Academic R e g i s t r a r ,  U n iv e r s i t y  

o f  London; (4 )  P r o f e s s o r  Ramsay Muir ,  M.A. , P r o fe s s o r  o f  v 0dern H is 

t o r y  at the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Manchester ;  (5 )  The H o n 'b le  S i r  Asutosh

69 .  Tndia .  C a l c u t t a  U n iv e r s i t y  Commission 1917-1919.  V o l .T  .C a l c u t t a :  
Super in tendent  o f  Government Press ,  1919, p .T .
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M o ok er jee ,  K t . ,  C . S . I . ,  M .A . , D . L . ,  Puisne Judge, High Court o f

J u d ic a tu r e  at Fort W il l iam  in  Bengal ;  (6) The H on 'b l*  M r .W .V .H orn e l l ,

M .R .A .S . ,  M .A . ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Public  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Bengal ;  (7 )  Dr .Z1a-

u d -d in  Ahmed, C .T .E . ,  M.A, , D . S c . ,  Ph .D . ,  Senior  Tutor  and P ro fe ss o r

o f  Mathematics , Muhammadan A n g lo -O r ie n ta l  C o l l e g e ,  A l ig a r h ,  v r .  G.

Anderson, A s s is ta n t  S e c r e ta ry  in th** Department o f  Education o f  the
70Government o f  I n d i a  acted  as S e cr e ta ry  to th* Connnission.

The terms o f  r e f e r e n c e  o f  the Commission u«*r* " to  er qU-Tr .  i nto 

working o f  the p resen t  o r g a n is a t i o n  o f  the U n iv -r s - ' t y  o f  C a l cu t ta  

and i t s  a f f i l i a t e d  C o l l e g e s ,  the s tandard ,  th* examinations  and the 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t e a c h e r s ;  to  c o n s id e r  at vhat p la ce s  and in what 

manner p r o v i s i o n  should be made in  Bengal f o r  t e a c h in g  and research

fo r  persons above the secondary  s c h o o l  

age; to  examine the s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  the present  s i t u a t i o n  and c o n s t i 

t u t i o n  o f  the U n i v e r s i t y  and to  make such s u g g e s t io n s  as may be 

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e i r  m o d i f i c a t i o n ;  to  make recommend a t -5 o-ns as to th® 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  to  be demanded o f  s tu d°n ts  on t h e i r  admission to  the , 

u n i v e r s 4 t y . . ,  and to  recommend any changes o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  adminis

t r a t i o n  and e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  which may appear d e s i r a b l e " .

Tn a d d i t i o n  to  the main r e f e r e n c e ,  the Cof""'1 ss^on r e c e iv e d  

the f o l l o w i n g  s u b s i d ia r y  r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n :  (a) "The 

q u e s t io n  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  the proposed s c h o o l  f i n a l  examination for

secondary  Engl ish  s c h o o l  in  Bengal as a q u a l i f y i n g  t®st  f o r  d i r « c t
72admission f o r  the u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e s ;  (b) The i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  “Diploma 

In spoken E ng l ish  at the C a l c u t t a  U n i v e r s i t y ; 7^and ( c )  The d r a f t

70.  I b i d . . p p . 1 -2 .

71.  I b i d . , p . 2.

72.  L e t t e r  from the Govt,  o f  I n d i a ,  TTo . 883 o f  O ctober  30th ,  1917.

73.  L e t t e r  from the Govt,  o f  I n d i a ,  V.o. 752 o f  September 2nd, 1918.
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r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  the examin~tion in a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t e ch n o lo g y  and 

commerce passed by th® Senate o f  the C a l c u t t a  TV 1 vers'* tv  on ’-'arch 23rd ,

19 IS ” . 74
•y C *~jCl

The Commission c i r c u l a t e d  671 " c o p i e s  o f  th «  q u p s t ’ onnairo  r 

and 4 l 2 77r ? p l 1 ' ss where r e c e i v e d .  The Commission v i s i t e d  d i f f e r e n t  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and In terv iew ed  persons o f  v a r io u s  ty p ms to  c o l l e c t  

in f o r m a t io n .  The Commission a lso  in s p e c t e d  th«  l i b r a r y ,  examined the 

r e g i s t e r  o f  books taken ou t  by the s tudents  and noted more p a r t i c u l a r l y
7P

the type o f  books vh ich  seamed popular to them. ■

The Commission observed  th a t  4n Art C o l le g e s  "the  l i b r a r y

accomodation *s e s p e c i a l l y  inadequate-, the C i ty  C o l l e g e  indeed has 

a r e s p e c t a b l e  l i b r a r y ,  and the R1 pon C o l le g e  a t o l e r a b l e  one7 9 as 

c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  in Tndia g o . . .  But in th e  l i b r a r i e s  o f  oth®r c o l l e g e s  

both the rooms and t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  books are t o t a l l y  inadequate ;  in 

one c o l l e g e  the l i b r a r y  o c c u p ie s  a part  o f  a roo^ ^a^'nly u s e d  as a 

s c i e n t i f i c  la b o r a t o r y  and has s e a t in g  accommodation f o r  perhaps a 

dozen s t u d e n t s " . ^

The Commission observed  that  in  some Art C o l l e g e s ,  L ibrary

was a h in d ra n ce .  A c o l l e g e  ap p l ied  fo r  Honours a f f l i c t *  on in P h i lo 

sophy.  I n s p e c t o r s  were du ly  deputed by the u n i v e r s i t y  to enquire  *nto 
/  ______________ ________________________________________________

74 .  L e t t e r  from th® Govt,  o f  I n d i a ,  ' ’ 0 .4 8 1  o f  Jun® 10th,  191^.

75. oP.c11.. T , p.4.

76. I b i d . , pp. 4 - 9 .

77. Tbid. , p.4.

78. Tbid. , p.10.

79. T b id .  , p . 425. The Tn s p e c to r  o f  C o l l e g e s  reported  "T f  a l l  the  ̂
s tu den ts  in the RIpon c o l l e g e  w^re to take out  two volumes at th® 
same t im e ,  the sh e lv e s  would be almost em pt ied" .

SO. T b i d . , p .425 ."Tn  one c o l l e g e  the P r i n c i p a l  r e c e i v e d  us in the 
l i b r a r y .  V> s a t  on the on ly  e i g h t  c h a i r s  c o n t a in e d ,  books in a 
few d i l a p id a t e d  a lm lrahs ,  surrounded u s n.
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the  f i t n e s s  o f  the c o l l e g e  f o r  t h i s  h ig h er  work. Th* P r i n c i p a l  o f  

the c o l l e g e  suggested to  the gentlemen that  they should in s p e c t  

the  p h i l o s p h i c a l  l i b r a r y  o f  the c o l l e g e ,  which happened to  be u s u a l ly  

good and w e l l - s e l e c t e d .  "The fewer the b o o k s ,  the b e t t e r  the s tudents  

w i l l  r e a d " ,  sa id  t h i s  guide o f  youth .  "They can not  understand the 

books and they  o n ly  c o n fu se  them. Much b e t t e r ,  I t  would appear th at  

they  should be s u p p l ie d  with d i c t a t e d  dogmatic  n o t ° s  and lea rn  them

■ by h e a r t " . 81 The above statement o f  the P r i n c ip a l  showed that  l i b 

r a r i e s  were not  used at that  time by s tudents  o f  Art C o l l e g e s .  The

statem ent o f  thp P r i n c i p a l  was a c r u c i a l  in s ta n ce  to show the n » g l » c t  

o f  l i b r a r i e s  both by the a u th o r i ty  and students  o f  Art C o l l e g e s ,  

a f f i l i a t e d  under the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a .

The Commission analysed the then c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i b r a r i e s  o f  the
eg  pj

Art C o l l e g e s .  I t  e x p la in e d  the e f f e c t  o f  " the  n ® g l ° c t  o f  th» l i b r a r y

upon the then e d u c a t i o n a l  s t r u c tu r e  o f  Tndia.  Tt s t a t e d  "A man has

( n o t  r e c e i v e d  a u n i v e r s i t y  edu ca t ion  In any r e a l  sense i f  he has

o n l y  been taught to  ge t  up s u b je c t s  f o r  exam inat ion .  He must have

acqu ired  the h a b i t  and d e s i r e  to  th in k  w id e ly  and th» power to  read

w e l l .  'The true  u n i v e r s i t y '  says C a r l y l e ,  (exaggerated  and o n e - s id e d

a p h o r i s m ) ' i s  a l i b r a r y  o f  b o o k s ' ;  at any rate  i t  i s  true  that  a

u n i v e r s i t y  has not  f u l f i l l e d  one o f  the most important o f  i t s  more

p u re ly  i n t e l l e c t u a l  fu n c t i o n s  un less  i t  has made I t s  s tudents  f e e l  at

-1 0 0 -

81.  I b i d . ,  p p .394-395 .

82.  The name "Art c o l l e g e s "  though s t r i c t l y  speaking a misnomer, 
s in c e  these  c o l l e g e s  a lso  prov ided  teach in g  in  s c i e n c e  had
lon g  been in common use to d e s c r ib e  t h o s e  c o l l e g e s  which prepared 
s tu d en ts  f o r  d e g r e e  iri arts  or  s c i e n c e  but vh ich  d id  not  a f fo rd  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g " .

83.  T b ld .  . P. 406.
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home and happy a l i b r a r y  o f  books knowing hov to use i t " .  Tn 

the above sentences  the Commission analysed th« importance o f  l i b r a r y  

in  the u n i v e r s i t y  e d u ca t io n  and a lso  h in te d  the la c k  o f  w e l l - o r g a n i s e d  

l i b r a r i e s  in  the u n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a  and a f f i l i a t e d  c o l l e g e s .  Tt 

thus s ta te d  "From t h i s  p o in t  o f  view one o f  the g r ^ a t - s t  weakness 

o f  the e x i s t i n g  system i s  the e x t r a - o r d i n a r i l y  unimportant part in 

i t  which i s  played by the l i b r a r y .  Few o f  the c o l l e g e s  hav* good 

l i b r a r i e s .  Even the b e s t ,  that  o f  P res idency  C o l le g e  i s  very d e f e c t i v e  

in  many p o i n t s " . . . ’' there  i s  not  a s in g le  l i b r a r y  ip. Z a l c u t t a " s a i d  Dr. 

H i r a l a l  H a id e r ,85 "where a l l  th® vorks  on p h i lo sop h y  ar* ava^ l a b l ® ; . . .  

there  i s  n o t  one d ecent  bookshop h®re wher® you can buy s standard 

book on p h i l o s o p h y . . .when T advise  students  to read p a r t i c u l a r  book s ,  

they o f t e n  ask me where they can get  them, and a l l  th a t  t  can do i s  

to  s c r a t c h  my h e a d " . 86From the abov* remarks I t  v s s  prov-d  that  at 

th a t  time there  was not  on ly  la ck  o f  good l i b r a r y  but a lso  s c a r c i t y  

o f  book  shop s .  So l i b r a r i e s  cou ld  n o t  be d e v e lo p e d .  Tf  that  vas true 

o f  C a l c u t t a ,  where b e s id e s  the c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  ther*  w  th* 

U n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  and the I m p e r ia l  L ib r a r y ,  vhat  would bn th* s ta te  

o f  th in g s  in  the remote and I s o l a t e d  c^ntr*s  o f t h e  m ufass^l .  The 

Commission in c o n s id e r in g  the book purchase a l l o c a t i o n  obs»rv*d  ” th* 

c o l l e g e s  in  t r u t h ,  hav* n o t  th -  means whereby to p u r c h a s e  books on ■ 

any adequate s e a l - ;  and the small  fund v h ich  t h - y  can u s -  f o r  th»  

purpose o f t e n  t l l s p - n t .  There are o l d  c o l l ^ t / o n  o f  c o n s id e r a b le

-1 0 1 -
P4

84.  T b i d . , pp. 4 0 6 -7 .
85. D r .H ira la l  Haider vas a teacher at the Presidency C o l le g e ,

Ca leu tta .
Tbid P 407.  Kany o f  the answers o f  thp qu es t ion  tTo . 2 . conta ined  
T T & n a M n g  coments on th , subjects, such *9; "Do you consld-r
th a t 'U n iv e r s i t y  t ra in in g  at i t s  b ° s t  Involves . . 4

(b)* ’Hh at " tea ch ers '  and * students . . .should hav* access to v e i l  
appointed l i b r a r i e s  and la b o r a t o r i e s " .

C c ) ...........................................
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i n t e r e s t s  at the S c o t t i s h  Church C o l l e g e  and at Hooghly C o l le g e  but 

in  g e n e ra l  they are n o t  kept uptodate and there  are f«w to use th e m . . .  

Tn s e v e r a l  c o l l e g e s  we have found rea son a b ly  good working c o l l e c t i o n s ;  

there  are few e x a m p l e s . . .  a sound working l i b r a r y  in E ngl ish  L i t e r a tu r e  

at the Jagannath C o l l e g e ,  Dacca and a m oderately  good c o l l e c t i o n  

o f  some 10,000 volumes at R a js h a h i .  Much care  has r e c e n t l y  b*en given 

to  the l i b r a r y  at Dacca C o l l e g e .  But these  are e x c e p t i o n s  and in 

g e n e ra l  the l i b r a r i e s  are q u i te  inadequate f o r  the ne»ds o f  students  

and s t i l l  more fo r  those o f  t e a c h e r s . " 87 The Commission o b s -rv e d  

t h a t  "nowhere,  save in  C a l c u t t a ,  are there  any p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  to  

supply  these  d e f i c i e n c i e s .  Tn many c o l l e g e  towns t h - r *  i s  not  ever
Q Q

a book sh op ’1. Thus i t  i s  e v id e n t  that  fund a v a i l a b l e  f o r  purchase 

o f  books f o r  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  were not  o n ly  meagre but a lso  the 

funds were misused.

The Commission d id  not  suggest  that  an im p o s s ib le  or unrea

s o n a b l e  standard in regard  to  l i b r a r i e s  be s e t  b e f o r e  the c o l l “ ges .

Tt was i n c l i n e d  to  agree with the viev/ expressed  by S i r ,  Gooroo Das 

Baner jee  th a t  " in  a poor country  l i k e  t h i s ,  l i b r a r ^ s  should not  be 

made u n n e c e s s a r i l y  c o s t l y .  An o rd in a ry  C o l l e g e  l i b r a r y  should n o t ,  

l i k e  an I m p e r ia l  l i b r a r y  aim at having  a l l  the books on a s u b j e c t ,  

good ,  bad and i n d i f f e r e n t  but should be c o n ten t  with having on ly  

the b e s t  b o o k s " .  Tt observed  that  there  vas no " c o l l - g e  l i b r a r y  in 

Bengal  which at p r e s e n t ,  has r i g h t  to be con tent  or  to  b e l V v -  that  

i t  has even o n ly  the b e s t  books in  a l l  th«  s u b j e c t s  i t  t e a c h e s " .

-1 0 2 -

87 .  I b i d . ,  V o l .  T, PP.4 0 7 -4 08 .

88.  I b i d . ,  V o l .  T, PP. 40 7 -408 .

89. T b l d . , V o l .  T, P. 408.
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Tt found th a t  in  some c o l l e g e s  " l i b r a r i e s  are r eg a rd ed ,

n o t  an e s s e n t i a l  part  o f  t e ach in g  equipment,  but mer*ly  as a mon»

o r  l e s s  u s e l e s s  c o n v e n t i o n a l  a c c e s s o r y " . “ ^ h *  Comml s s io n  saw more

than one l i b r a r y  the c o n t e n t s  o f  which seemed to hav* been b o u g h t . . .

from the d e a l e r s  in  o r d e r  to  make a show when the u n i v e r s i t y  1ns-
91p e c t o r s  came round to condu ct  e n q u i r i e s .  When th* l i b r a r y  was 

r e q u i r e d  and t r e a t e d  in  t h i s  way by the a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  a c o l l * g e ,

 ̂ i t  was n o t  to  be e x p ec ted  th a t  the s tudents  would r e a l i s e  i t s  impor

t a n c e :  they  were a lready  too  prone to  assume that  the t e x t 

books and the keys were s u f f i c i e n t .

j n o b s e r v in g  the use o f  l i b r a r y  and in s p e c t i n g  th* record  

o f  books taken o u t  o f  th* l i b r a r y  the Commission found th a t  " . . .  

the  l i b r a r y  s c a r c e l y  seems t o  be used at a l l ,  1n none i t  i s  us*d 

v e r y  f r e e l y :  time and again we have noted  th a t  the whole body o f  

s tu d en ts  o f  a c o l l e g e ,  300 to  400 In number, hav* o h l y  borrowed p*r -
Q2

 ̂ haps 25 books among them in the cou rse  o f  a month". '

The Commission f e l t  the ne*d f o r  t r a i n i n g  the s tudents  and 

o c c a s i o n a l l y  a lso  the tea ch e rs  1n the use o f  a l i b r a r y .  "Students 

shou ld  be taught  e a r l y  to  make l e g i t i m a t e  use o f  l i b r a r y ” sa id  S ir  

Gooroo Das B a n e r j e e .9^ There vas no p r o v i s i o n  sa id  *Tavab Sy*d ^awab 

A11 Chowdhury to compel and fo r e *  th* s tu dents  to  us* th* l i b r a r i e s .  

There i s  no s p e c i a l  c l a s s e s  fo r  l i b r a r y  w orks . . .  Students ar* l e f t  to 

them selves  and as i s  n a tu r a l  under the c i r cu m s ta n c e s ,  th*y p i ck  out  

j u s t  a f*w books here  and there  a i m l e s s l y ,  w ithout  any s p - c i a l  r e f e 

r ence  to  the nature  o f  th* work they are engaged i n " . 94 wr .  Pancha-

90 .  I b i d . ,  PP. 408 -409 .

91 .  T b l d .
92 .  T b l d . . P. 409 .

93 .  T b l d .

94 .  T b ld .  ,V o l .  T. P. 410.  This  method was in trod u ced  in Madras.
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nandas Wukherji  made the p o in t  s t i l l  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  when h* sa id  

th a t  mere access  t o  l i b r a r i e s  would not  do .  Just  as the s c i e n c e  

s t u d e n t s '  t i m e - t a b l e  was so arranged that  he might devote  a c o n s i 

d e r a b le  part  o f  h i s  time to  a c t u a l  la b o r a t o r y  p r a c t i c e ,  so the arts  

s tudents  should be com p el led  to  d ev o te  a few h o u rs ,  each day to work 

in  the g e n e ra l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  la b o r a t o r y  the l i b r a r y .

But there  were few c o l l e g e s  which r e a l i s e d  the importance 

o f  t h i s  kind o f  work: "which worked o u t ,  l i k e  Cotton C o l l * g e ,  Gauhati , 

a c a r e f u l  scheme f o r  s u p e r v i s in g  s tudents  r e a d ln r  or  vh^ch have 

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  l i k e  P res idency  C o l l e g e ,  seminar c l a s s - s ,  held  a^ong 

the books o r  in  which ,  as in St .  P a u l ' s  C o l l e g e ,  t e a ch e rs  m^-t t h * i r

s tu den ts  in th e  l i b r a r y  and advise  them as to the  books t h e y  should 

r e a d " . 95

As regards  the u n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dacca, the Commission recommended 

th a t  "both  f o r  the ar ts  and f o r  the s c i e n c e  s u b je c t s  the u n i v e r s i t y  

l i b r a r y  w i l l  need to  be g r e a t l y  s trengthened  by means o f  a c a p i t a l  

grant  and r e c u r r i n g  g r a n t .  We lay  s t r e s s  on adequate grants  fo r  

p e r i o d i c a l s .  We do not  regard  Rs. 30 ,000  to 40 ,000  a year  as at a l l  

e x c e s s i v e  as a l i b r a r y  grant ( f o r  the purchase and b in d in g  o f  book.*

and e x c l u s i v e  o f  th« s a l a r i e s  o f  the s t a f f )  f o r  a u n i v e r s i t y  s i t u a t e d  

f a r  from the r e s o u r c e s  o f  a great  c a p i t a l .  Indeed ve regard a s trong  

l i b r a r y  as an e s s e n t i a l  f a c t o r  f o r  making Dacca a u n i v e r s i t y  not
qg

o n l y  in name but in f a c t " .

L ib ra ry  examinations

The Commission 1n d i s c u s s in g  the then examination system 

was a l t o g e t h e r  in agreement v i t h  w i tn e s s e s  l i k e  D r .  F a r e s h  Chandra

95.  T b l d . . V o l .  T ,  P. 410. T h i s  method v a s  i n t r o d u c e d  in  ^ a d r a s .

96 .  T b l d . . V o l .  TV, P a r t  T T , P . 170. \
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Sen Gupta and v r . Hem Chandra Das Gupta^7 who suggested  that  " in

the h ig h e r  examination such as B.A. Honours, V.A. , M .Sc.  and M.L.

an attempt should be made to  t e s t  the a b i l i t y  o f  th -  s tudents  to

use r e f e r e n c e  books and th a t  the s tudents  should b -  perm itted  to

use l i b r a r y  In answering c e r t a i n  q u e s t io n s  in some s u b j e c t s ,  at any

r a t e .  Tn such cases  s tuden ts  should be r e q u ire d  to g ive  the eXac t  .

r e f e r e n c e s  fo r  a l l  s tatem ents  d e r iv e d  from the books they use .  The

[_ main d i f f i c u l t y  would a r i s e  in  d e a l in g  with the la rge  number o f
98c andidates

The Commission fu r th e r  recommended that  in a d d i t io n  to the 

g e n e r a l  l i b r a r y ,  " s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  h ig h er  work should be provided 

f o r  the v a r iou s  departm ents .  Tn the s c i e n c e  departments these  should 

be a ttached  to  the l a b o r a t o r i e s .  Tn arts  departments the books should 

be p laced  in  the room in which seminar t e a c h in g  i s  c a r r i - d  on.  Tt 

might be c o n v en ien t  in  s u b je c t s  l i k e  h i s t o r y  th a t  the seminars should 

 ̂ be h e ld  in  the rooms b e lo n g in g  to  the U n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  in which

h i s t o r i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n s  are housed .  The books o f  the departm ental  

l i b r a r i e s  should be regarded  as forming part  o f  the g e n *ra l  u n i v e r s i t y  

l i b r a r y ,  and a v a i la b le  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  (though not  fo r  purpose o f  

bor ro w in g )  by i t s  r e a d e r s ,  u n le s s ,  w ithout  undue expense, and gradu

a l l y ,  i t  i s  found p o s s i b l e  to  prov ide  d u p l i c a t e s  f o r  departmental  

use s o l e l y " . 99

The Commission was e q u a l l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  the l i b r a r i a n ’ s r o l e s  

in  the development o f  l i b r a r y .  Thus f o r  the f i r s t  time a statement

97 .  T b i d . ,  V o l . T . P .6 . Quest ion  No. 10.
"Have you any fu r t h » r  su g g e s t io n  to make as to th -  improvement 
o f  the e x i s t i n g  methods o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  exa m in at ion "?  Tn 
re sp o n se  to t h i s  q u e s t io n  they suggested  L ibrary  examinat ion .

98 .  T b i d . . V o l .  IT ,  P. 189.

99.  I b i d . . V o l .  TV, P. 177.
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vas made in  an o f f i c i a l  document about h i s  d u t i e s ,  s ta tu s  and even 

s a l a r y .  Speaking o f  the l i b r a r i a n  f o r  the propos-d  u n i ta r y  t*ach in g  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dacca v h ich  vas  to serve  as a model f o r  the future  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  in I n d i a ,  the Commission s a id :  "The U n iv e r s i t y  should 

have the s e r v i c e s  o f  a l i b r a r i a n  vho should be a man or  voman o f  

c u l t u r e ,  s k i l l e d  in  the ar t  o f  c a t a lo g u in g  and managing a l i b r a r y .  

L ib rary  o r g a n i s a t i o n  has been g r e a t l y  deve loped  o f  r e c e n t  years  as 

the d isa d va n tages  o f  the u n s k i l l e d  management o f  la rg e  and grov ing  

l i b r a r i e s  have become apparent.  The l i b r a r i a n  v ou ld  be in charge o f

the c e n t r a l  l i b r a r y  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y .  The persons in charge o f  

l i b r a r i e s  o f  h a l l s  and h o s t e l s  should  a lso  be able to  a v a i l  themselves  

o f  the advice  and e x p e r ie n c e  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i a n  though he 

c o u ld  n o t  be expec ted  to  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e i r  manage

ment. V/e th in k  that  a s a la r y  equal  to  that  o f  a reader  should be 

o f f e r e d  to  the l i b r a r i a n " . 100

Tn d i s c u s s i n g  the fu n c t io n  o f  the t e a ch in g  u n i v e r s i t y  in  

C a l c u t t a ,  the Commission recommended". . .though e v ery  c o l l e g e  ought to

100. I b i d . ,  V o l .  TV, Part TT , PP. 21 3 -1 4 .

"Reader ,  a c cord in g  to  the Commission, vas r e q u ire d  to be a 
t e a c h e r  o f  approx im ate ly  the same s ta nd ing  as a P r o f e s s o r ,  
capab le  o f  a c t in g  as a head o f  the Department. The t i t l e  o f  
r ea d er  vas n o t  to  be c o n fe r r e d  in  r e s p e c t  o f  any post  c a r ry in g  
a s a l a r y  o f  l e s s  than Rs. 400 p .m.:  the s a la r y  o f  a r »a der  cou ld  
as v e i l  r i s e  to  R s . 600 p.m. A reader  should be regarded as 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  promotion to  a P r o f e s s o r s h i p ,  1 f  such promotion 
v e r e  d e s i r a b l e  and funds v e r e  a v a i l a b l e .  Departments s ta r te d  f  
on sm al l  s c a l e s  or  in  v h ich  t o t a l  number o f  s tu d »nts  i s  not  
l i k e l y  to  be la rg e  and sub-departments might be p laced  in charge 
o f  a r e a d e r . . .  (C a l c u t t a  U n iv e r s i t y  Commission R * p o r t .V o l .TV .
Part  TT. P. 1 7 S ~  ~ ' ' -----'------------
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possess  a good working l i b r a r y ,  no c o l l e g e  can a f f o r d  to  maintain 

a l i b r a r y  capab le  o f  meeting a l l  the needs o f  i t s  t each ers  and 

s tu d e n t s .  To maintain such a l i b r a r y ,  on the amplest p o s s ib l e  s c a le  

and to  make I t  as u s e f u l  as i t  can be t o  a l l  t ea ch e rs  and s»r<ous 

s t u d e n t s ,  must t h e r e f o r e ,  be one o f  the most Important fu n c t io n  o f  the 

u n i v e r s i t y .  And the u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i a n  ought to  be a fu n c t io n a r y  

o f  g r e a t  im portance ,  ranking with u n i v e r s i t y  p r o f e s s o r s  and having a 

p lace  in  the supreme academic body o f  the u n i v e r s i t y ,  B es ides  c o n t r o 

l l i n g  h i s  own l i b r a r y ,  the l i b r a r y ,  the l i b r a r i a n  might w e l l  perform

o t h e r  u s e f u l  fu n c t io n s  as w e l l  as th a t  <bf  g-’ v 'n g  advice to  c o l l e g e  

l i b r a r i a n s  in  regard to  the s e l e c t i o n  and c a t a lo g u in g  o f  book s ,  with 

a view to  the pre v e n t io n  o f  n e e d le s s  waste by o v e r la p p in g  e s p e c i a l l y  

In the p r o v i s i o n  o f  expen s ive  p e r i o d i c a l s " . ^ 1̂

Tn c o n s i d e r in g  the equipment and accommodation o f  the c o n s t i 

tuent  c o l l e g e s  under the u n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a  the Commission r e c o 

mmended th a t  " th ere  must be a r eason a b le  good working l i b r a r y  with
1 OPs u f f i c i e n t  s e a t in g  accommodation, no t  a mere proforma l i b r a r y . "

The Commission recommended th a t  the l i b r a r i a n  o f  the Im p e r ia l  L ibrary  

would be the e x - o f f i c 1 o  member o f  the Court o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  

C a l c u t t a .

Tn c o n s id e r i n g  the pay and p o s i t i o n  o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C a l 

c u t t a ,  i t  recommended that  "The l i b r a r i a n  should be appointed by the 

E x e cu t iv e  C o u n c i l  on the recommendation o f  the Academic C o u n c i l .  He 

shou ld  have the s a la r y  and s ta tu s  o f  a u n i v e r s i t y  Pro f e s s o r , and should
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101. I b i d . .  V o l .  TV, Part TT.

102. J b i d . ,  P. 304.

103. I b i d .  . PP. 384 -85 .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



- 1 0 8 

104 -ĵ Qg
be e x - o t f f i c i o  member o f  the Academic C o u n c i l .

The Commission even d i s c u s s e d  the c o n s t i t u t i o n  and fu n c t io n s  

o f  L ib r a r y  Committee o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a .  Tt r-comm*nd-d 

th a t  ' 'the l i b r a r y  committee should b»  appointed .  . . Tts d u t1 -s  should < 

n o t  be l i m i t e d  to  the a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y .  Tt should 

a lso  aim at s e cu r in g  o rg a n is e d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  with the im p e r ia l  L ibrary  

and o t h e r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in  C a l c u t t a ,  i t  should supply  a d v ic -  and 

h guidance to  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s ,  both in  C a l c u t t a  and in the m u fa s s i l

and endeavour to  prevent  n e e d le s s  d u p l i c a t i o n  or  o v e r la p p in g .  Tn o rd er  

th a t  i t  may be able  to  secure  these  ends ,  i t  should b e ,  I f  p o s s i b l e  

in c l u d e  the l i b r a r i a n  o f  the I m p e r ia l  L ibrary  and perhaps oth^r 

C a l c u t t a  l i b r a r i a n  and i t  should fu r th e r  Inc lude  c o l l e g e  t - a c h - r ,  

s p e c i a l l y  i n t - r e s t e d  in  l i b r a r y  w o r k . " 106

104. T b id .  . V o l .  TV, Part TT, PP. 172-73 ,  290. " T h e  t i t l e  p r o f e s s o r  
shou ld  n o t  be g iven  in r e s p e c t  o f  any post  c a r r y i n g  a s a la r y  
l e s s  than Rs. 600 per mensem. The normal s a la r y  should we th ink

i be c o n s i d e r a b ly  h i g h e r ,  w h i le  in  Tndi a as in England 1t i s  d e s i 
r a b l e  to  f i x  a minimum s a la r y  in o rd e r  to  preserv e  the proper 
s ta tu s  and d i g n i t y  o f  a c h a i r ,  i t  would be Im p ra c t i ca b le  to  f i x  
a uniform s c a l e s  f o r  a l l  t e a c h e r s . .  .We agre* with the Dacca 
U n i v e r s i t y  Committee that  in  c e r t a i n  ca ses  I t  may be n » c e s s a ry  
t o  o f f e r  as la rg e  a s a l a r y  as Rs. 2 0 0 0 / - . . .  "Th 1 s was the r e c o 
mmendation fo r  Dacca U n i v e r s i t y .  For th» U n iv e r s i t y  o f  C a l c u t t a  
the Commission recommended " T f  the academic ca r e e r  i s  to compete 
f o r  the  s e r v i c e s  o f  able men with  o th e r  c a r e e r s  1n Tnd1 a, the 
normal s a la ry  should r a th e r  be Rs. 7 5 0 -1 0 0 0 / -p e r  mensem; and i t  
w i l l  be n e ce s s a ry  sometimes to  pay s u b s t a n t i a l l y  -"or* than t h i s  
h ig h e r  f i g u r e . . . i t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  sometimes to  come to  
l i s t  1n the s e r v i c e s  o f  Tndian u n i v e r s i t i e s 1 d e s t in g u l  shed 
s c h o l a r s  from o th e r  c o u n t r i e s ’* . . ,

105. T b i d . ,  PP. 38 3 -284 .

106. T b ld .  . V o l .  TV, Part TT , P .417.
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The C a l c u t t a  U n i v e r s i t y  Commission R*port o f  1919 vas far  

s u p e r i o r  to  the R -p o r t  o f  1902 in thoughts and c o n t e n t s .  The Report 

o f  1919 c o v e re d  g r e a t e r  and la r g e r  aspects  o f  l i b r a r y  d -ve lopm -nt  

than those  o f  1902. The Commission 's  a n a ly s is  o f  th» c o n d i t i o n  o f  

l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  were t h o u g h t f u l ,  p e n - t r a t i n g  and 

d e e p r o o t e d .  Tt r e v e a le d  the e x a c t  s i t u a t i o n  o f  th »  then l i b r a r i e s  

when i t  used the words "Pro forma l i b r a r y "  to  - x p r e s s  t h -  d e p lo r a b le  

h c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i b r a r i e s .  The soundness o f  the R -p o r t  1s r e v e a le d  when

we c o n s i d e r  some o f  i t s  recommendations e . g . ,  t r a i n i n g  o f  s tudents  

and t e a c h e r s  in  the use o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  c l a s s e s  f o r  l i b r a r y  works l i k e  

l a b o r a t o r y  work o f  s c i e n c e  s tu d e n ts ,  meeting te a c h e r s  with s tudents  

in  the l i b r a r y ,  l i b r a r y  - x a m i n a t i o n , departm ental  l i b r a r i e s ,  fu n c t io n  

o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  s ta tu s  and pay o f  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i a n ,  method o f  

appointment o f  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i a n ,  and L ibrary  Committee. Though 

th e se  p o in t s  were recommended in 1919, they hev -  not  b-com- o ld  with 

( the passage o f  t im e .  These p o in ts  are s t i l l  u s e f u l  f o r  th* d -v» lopm ent

o f  l i b r a r i e s  anywhere in the w o r ld .  They . w i l l  - v - r  r-ma1n exemplary 

by v i r t u e  o f  th -  in heren t  q u a l i t y  c o n t a in - d  In -a ch  and *v*ry  r e c o 

mmendation. So the modern l i b r a r y  p la n n -r s  hav-  many thinss  to 1-arn  

frffm t h i s  R eport  w h i l -  p lanning l i b r a r y  d -ve lopm -nt  in t h i s  ag» and

f o r  t h -  f u t u r e .  L ib ra ry  c l a s s  l i k e  la b o r a t o r y  work f o r  s d - n c -  sub

j e c t s  l i k e  p h y s i c s ,  c h -m is t r y  e t c . ,  meeting o f  s tudents  and teachers  

in  the l i b r a r y ,  l i b r a r y  exam inat ion ,  which v - r -  r-comm-nd-d by th -  

Commission, are be ing  given importance in d e v - l o p - d  c o u n t r i - s  not  to 

speak o f  undeveloped or  developing c o u n t r i e s .

But u n fo r tu n a t e ly  the Commissions recommendations were not  

implem-nted in any l i b r a r y ,  in  t h -  land now c o n s t i t u t i n g  Bangladesh.
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Education Reforms In 1921

Whatever had been recommended f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  

by the a f o r e s a i d  Commissions and Committees c e n te re d  round mainly 

the u n i v e r s i t y  and c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s .  S ch oo l  l i b r a r i e s  and s c h o o l  

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  were not  so minute ly  fo cu sse d  in  them but the 

Education  Reforms in 1921 (Bangladesh Education  Code) d e a l t  a lso  

■with the development o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .

The in au g u ra t ion  o f  the Reforms in 1921 c o n s t i t u t e d  a landmark 

in  the h i s t o r y  o f  e d u ca t io n  in Tndi a. Tt then became a " t r a n s f e r r e d "  

s u b j e c t  by vh ich  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  i t s  c o n t r o l  vas p laced  more 

d e f i n i t e l y  w i th in  the domain o f  the then p r o v i n c i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e s .

A l l  forms o f  e d u ca t ion  in Bengal ,  as in o th e r  p r o v i n c e s ,  were e n t r u s 

ted  to  M in i s t e r s  drawn from, and r e s p o n s ib l e  to the L e g i s l a t i v e  

C o u n c i l ,  and on them d ev e lov ed  the task  o f  de term in ing  t h -  b e s t  

method o f  adopting the e d u c a t i o n a l  system to  the needs and c ircum s

ta n ce s  o f  the prov in ce  and o f  d e v e lo p in g  i t s  p e o p l -  to  an e n l ig h ten ed  
107c i t i z e n s h i p .

When the Reforms were f i r s t  put in to  o p e r a t i o n  in Bengal ,  

the M in i s t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and T n d u str ie s  c o n t r o l l e d  a l l  t e c h n i 

c a l ,  comm ercia l  and i n d u s t r i a l  s c h o o l s  which had be^n t r a n s fe r r e d  

t o  the Department o f  I n d u s t r i e s  on i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  1n 1920, eXCept 

the t e c h n i c a l  e d u ca t io n  imparted In the Bengal E ng ineer ing  C o l le g e  

and the Ahsanullah S ch oo l  o f  Engineer ing  at Dacca, which with a l l

o t h e r  " t r a n s f e r r e d "  forms o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  were p laced  under the
X08M i n i s t r y  o f  E duca t ion .

107. B enga l .  D i r e c t o r  o f  I n s t r u c t i o n .  The Bengal Education  Code 1931T 
A l i p o r e :  S up er in ten d ent ,  Government P r in t in g ,  1 9 4 0 ,p . 19.

108. T b id .
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F arreach ing  as the re forms were in t h e i r  c o n s e q u e n t ia l  

i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n s  were f e l t  ra th er  In the f i n a n c i a l  

than in the a d m in is t ra t iv e  sphere o f  the e d u c a t i o n a l  system. Prov in

c i a l  Governments were even then r e s p o n s ib l e  not  o n ly  f o r  the adminis

t r a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  but a l so  f o r  the development o f  t h e i r  

own e d u c a t i o n a l  systems,  though the Government o f  Tndi a w r e  a b le ,  

and d id  in  f a c t ,  convenCe e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n fe r e n c e s  and Issue c i r c u l a r s  

► and r e s o l u t i o n s  which gave a lead  and d i r e c t i o n  to  the s e v e r a l  pro 

v in c e s  i n  the i n i t i a t i o n  and development o f  p o l i c i e s  o f  an e d u c a t i o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r .  For example,  on such q u e s t io n s  as the c o n t r o l  and f inance  

o f  secondary  e d u c a t i o n ,  the p r o v i s i o n  o f  f r e e  primary ed u ca t io n  and 

even the i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  compulsory  e d u c a t i o n ,  P r o v i n c i a l  Governments, 

were f r e e  to  adopt,  and had in  f a c t  adopted,  d i f f e r e n t  p o l i c i e s ,  Tt

was o n ly  when l e g i s l a t i o n  was i n v o l v e d ,  or  when appointments were 

made to  the Indian  E d u ca t io n a l  S e r v i c e ,  or  when schemes were proposed 

 ̂ i n v o l v i n g  la rg e  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  that  a P r o v i n c i a l  Government requ ired

the a u t h o r i t y  o f  the Government o f  I n d i a .

But w h i le  the reforms undoubtedly wrought fundamental changes 

in  the o r g a n i s a t i o n  and c o n t r o l  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  they by no means deprived  

the C e n t r a l  Government o f  a l l  i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n s .  T he ir  con

t r o l  then extended to m atters  o f  p r a c t i c a l  import f o r  the proper 

o r g a n i s a t i o n  and w e l l - b e i n g  o f  the Indian  E d u ca t ion a l  S e r v i c e . 1 1 0

This  Code d id  n o t  d e a l  with M e d ica l  c o l l e g e s  or  s c h o o l s  which 

were under the c o n t r o l  o f  the M e d ica l  Department,  nor with E ngineer ing  

C o l l e g e s  o r  s c h o o ls  ( o th e r  than the Bengal E ng ineer ing  College and 

Ahsanullah S ch oo l  o f  Engineer ing  at Dacca) nor w ith  T e c h n i c a l  and

- I l l -
I
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T n d u s t r ia l  s c h o o ls  ( o t h e r  than the Government Commercial I n s t i t u t e  

and the Government S ch o o l  o f  Art ,  both in  C a l c u t t a )  -which were under 

the Department o f  I n d u s t r i e s ,  nor w ith  the Reformatory  S ch o o l  at 

Hazaribagh o r  European s c h o o l s ,  which had separfebe Codes o f  t h e i r  own. 

The Code was c h i e f l y  the work o f  Mr. J .C .  Cuzen who was p laced  on 

s p e c i a l  duty  f o r  the  p u r p o s e .111 The b ro a d e s t  d i v i s i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  was th a t  which c l a s s e d  them as r e c o g n is e d  and un recog 

n i s e d . ’1'"1"2 R ecogn ised  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were again d iv id e d  In to  p u b l i c l y  

managed and p r i v a t e l y  managed i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a ccord ing  to s ta n d a rd s ,  was based on the 

nature  and grade o f  the i n s t r u c t i o n  imparted In them. On t h i s  b a s i s

th e re  were the f o l l o w i n g  c l a s s e s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  Indians  f a l l i n g
114w i t h in  the scope o f  the Education  Department in  Bengal .

U n i v e r s i t y  educ a t l o n : -  Art C o l l e g e s ,  P r o f e s s i o n a l  C o l l e g e s ,  Law, 

E n g in e e r in g ,  Teach ing .  S ch o o l  e d u c a t l o n : - S e c o n d a r y . High S c h o o l ,  Middle  

S c h o o l s ,  E n g l i s h ,  V e r n a c u la r ,  Primary s c h o o l s  in c lu d i n g  Maktabs. 

V o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n ; -  Art s c h o o l s ,  Normal and T ra in in g  s c h o o l s ,  

E n g in eer in g  S c h o o l s ,  Commercial S c h o o l s ,  S p e c i a l  S c h o o l s ,  ^adrashas 

and To I s .  Reformatory  s c h o o l s ,  M is ce l la n e o u s  and s p e c i a l  s c h o o l s  e . g .  

s c h o o l s  f o r  D e f e c t i v e s ,  ^ u s i c  s c h o o l s ,  e t c .

111. I b i d .  The Reformatory  and I n d u s t r i a l  S ch oo ls  at AH pore w-re 
under the c o n t r o l  o f  the Education  Department. They wer* conducted 
under the r u l e s  framed by Government under s e c t i o n  4R o f  the 
Bengal  C h i l d r e n ' s  A c t ,  1922,

112. U n t i l  the 1st  A p r i l ,  1923, i n s t i t u t i o n s  were c l a s s e d  as " p u b l i c "
o r  " p r i v a t e 11. From the date t h e i r  d i v i s i o n  was a l t e r e d  to  " r e c o g 
n i s e d "  and " u n r e c o g n is e d "  under the o rd e rs  conveyed in the .
Government o f  Tndia ,  Department o f  Education and H e a l th ,  l e t t e r  
No. 211 o f  the 2 1 s t  February,  1923,

113.  I b i d . . P. 21.
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P o t e n t l a l s  o f  l i b r a r i e s  as r e f l e c t e d  in Bengal E du ca t ion  Code 1 9 . 1 .

From the h i s t o r y  o f  e d u ca t ion  in  the then Bengal r u l » d  by 

the B r i t i s h e r s  i t  -would appear that  the r u l e r s  and adm in is tra tors  

ttaied to  form ulate  some plan and/or  p o l i c i e s  and work-d f o r  r*forrMng 

the e d u ca t i o n  system in those  da ys .  From the f o l l o w i n g  I t  would be

o b serv ed  th a t  63 years  back  from now they not  o n ly  put emphasis on

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  but  a lso  gave s i g n i f i c a n t  importance and 

s t r e s s  on the r o l e  and fu n c t i o n  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  e d u c a t i o n a l  I n s t i 

t u t i o n s .  They b e l i e v e d  perhaps that  f o r  good edu ca t ion  th*re  should

be good l i b r a r i e s ,  which u n fo r tu n a t e ly  we s t i l l  l a c k .

Under S e c t io n  TT-Supplementary r u l e s  fo r  Government Art ,

c o l l e g e s ,  o f  chap ter  TIT, the Code planned a h a b i t  o f  study among 

s tu d en ts  by the p r o v i s i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the issue  o f  books from 

the L ib ra ry  so fa r  as t h i s  c o u ld  be arranged with due regard  to 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  s a fe  cu s to d y  and r e tu r n .  The f o l l o w i n g  were 

the r u l e s  p r e s c r ib e d  f o r  the management o f  the l i b r a r i e s  o f

Government c o l i e g e s : -

" ( 1 )  The L ib ra r ia n  s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  under the P r i n c ip a l  

f o r  the s a fe  cu s tod y  o f  b ook s ,  ( i i )  The P r i n c i p a l  s h a l l  from time to 

time la y  down such r u l e s  as may be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  p r e s e rv in g  order  

in  the l i b r a r y  and s h a l l  f i x  the hours during  which the L ibrar ia n  

s h a l l  be p resen t  and the l i b r a r y  kept open for  read ing  or  taking out 

b o o k s ,  ( i i i )  No book s h a l l  be removed from the l i b r a r y  w ithout  the 

knowledge o f  the L ib r a r ia n ;  nor ( e x c e p t  in the cas*  o f  a book requ ired  

f o r  c a s u a l  r - f e r e n c e  by a teacher  during  c o l l e g e  h o u rs )  u n t i l  a f t - r

-1 1 3 -
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i t  has been en tered  by the L ib ra r ia n  in  a r e g l s t - r  to  b* k*pt fo r  

t h a t  purpose .  This  r e g i s t e r  should c o n t a in  columns f o r  th* name o f  

the book taken o u t ,  f o r  the dates  o f  i t s  removal and r e t u r n ,  f o r  

the s ig n a tu re  o f  the b o r ro w * r ,  and f o r  remarks ( * f  n * c * s s a r y )  upon 

the c o n d i t i o n  o f  the book at removal from, or  re tu rn  to  th* l i b r a r y ,

( i v )  The P r i n c i p a l  s h a l l  determine the number o f  volumes that  may 

be taken ou t  at one time by t e a c h e r s  and by students  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

He w i l l  a l so  d eterm in e ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  the kind o f  books that  s h a l l  

n o t  be I s s u e d ,  (v )  The P r i n c i p a l  s h a l l  determine th* c o n d i t i o n s  under 

which books may be is su e d  to  persons not  conn*ct*d  w ith  the c o l l e g e ,  

but  th* f o l l o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  should i n v a r i a b l y  b* o b s * r v e d : -  (a) In 

a l l  ca s e s  where a person not  connected  with the c o l l e g e  1s allowed 

t o  borrow a book ,  a d e p o s i t  o f  R s. 5 ,  or  such l a r g * r  sum as may be 

f i x e d  by the P r i n c i p a l ,  s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d ;  (b )  No back numbers o f  

s e t s  o f  p e r i o d i c a l s  s h a l l  be l e n t  out  under any c i r cu m s ta n ce s ,  ( v i )  

Books taken ou t  o f  the l i b r a r y  must be return*d  to  the L ib r a r ia n ,  

and on no account  be t r a n s f e r r e d  to  any o th e r  p - r s o n .  <vi*)  No mar

g i n a l  or  o th e r  notes  or  markings s h a l l  be made in  books o f  th* l i b r a r y  

Breach o f  t h i s  r u le  s h a l l  be punished by f in e  at th* d i s c r e t i o n  o f  

the P r i n c i p a l ,  ( v i i i )  Any Person l o s i n g  or  s e r i o u s l y  damaging a 
volume s h a l l  pay I t s  va lue  or  r e p la c e  i t  with a s im i la r  volume.  When 

i t  b e lo n g s  to a s e t  or  s e r i e s ,  u n le s s  he can r e p la c e  i t ,  h* s h a l l  

pay the va lue  o f  the s * t " . 116 Further the Code r*commend*d th* 

f o l l o w i n g  r u le  fo r  cataloguing of book s :  " ( I * )  ^ * r y  book add*d to  

the l i b r a r y  wheth*r by purchase or o th erw ise  s h a l l  b* * n t * r -d  by 

the  L ib r a r ia n  in  a c a t a lo g u e  under i t s  proper  h*ad.  This  ca ta lo g u e

n «  This  r u l e  was not  e n f o r c e d  at the d i s c r - t l o n  o f  the P r in c ip a l
I n  Ihe case  o f  l o s s  or  acc id en t  over  which the person borrowing 
the book or  books had no c o n t r o l .  Tn such cas*s  the l o s s  was 
met by the Department.
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shou ld  be p r in te d  once f v e r y  ten years  and a p r in ted  copy should be 

fu rn is h e d  t o  the D i r e c t o r .  Copies  should a lso  be o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e ,  

at a moderate p r i c e ,  to  the p u b l i c ,  and a s u f f i c i e n t  . number should 

be made a v a i l a b l e  in  the L ib ra ry  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  by s tu d e n ts ,  (x )  

Towards the c l o s e  o f  each y e a r ,  a l l  the books s h a l l  be c a l l e d  in fo r

a t im e ,  in o rd er  th a t  the l i b r a r y  may be compared with  the c a t a l o g u e ,

l o s s e s  d i s c o v e r e d  and r e p l a c e d ,  and n e c e s s a r y  b in d in g  and o ther  

r e p a i r s  c a r r i e d  o u t .  During t h i s  p e r io d  no p erson ,  e x c e p t  with the 

s p e c i a l  perm iss ion  o f  the P r i n c i p a l ,  s h a l l  have a ccess  to  the l i b r a r y ,

( x i )  The c o n d i t i o n  o f  the l i b r a r y  s h a l l  be b r i e f l y  n o t i c e d  in the

annual r e p o r t  o f  the c o l l e g e  and l i s t  o f  books l o s t  or  d es troy ed  

should accompany the r e p o r t ,  ( x i i )  The L ibrary  should form a d i s t i n c t

department o f  the c o l l e g e  and should n ot  be c o n s id e r e d  a part o f  the 
117o f f i c e " .

As regards  l i b r a r i e s  in  aided c o l l e g e s  the Code mentioned 

th a t  the l i b r a r i e s  in  aided c o l l e g e s  would be o rg a n is e d  and maintained 

under the same r u le s  as ap p l ied  in  the case  o f  Government C o l l e g e s  

in  terms o f  Government Order No 822,  dated the 23rd May 1917.

While framing Rules f o r  Govt. Schoo l  o f  A rts ,  C a l c u t t a  under 

P r o f e s s i o n a l  and T e c h n i c a l  Education  the Code ment^oned:-

MA student  d e s i r i n g  to  take books out  o f  the l i b r a r y  should 

make a d e p o s i t  o f  Rs. 5 as c a u t io n  money. The f o l l o w i n g  c l a s s e s  o f  

books are to  be c o n s u l te d  in  the l i b r a r y  i t s e l f  and are not  permitted 

t o  be taken away:- (a )  D i c t i o n a r i e s  and E n c y c lo p e d ia s ,  (b) Rare books 

on A rt .  ( c )  Books o f  s p e c i a l  r e f e r » n c e  and (d) Magazines and p e r i o 

d i c  a l s .

117. I b i d .  . P. 88 .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



Only one book i s  is su e d  at a time to a s tu d e n t ,  and 1t must 

bp re tu rn ed  v i t h  In one week from the date  o f  i s s u e .  Students d e s i r i n g  

the use o f  books during  v a c a t io n s  may, in s p e c i a l  c a s - s ,  o b ta in  them

on a p p l i c a t i o n  to the P r in c ip a l ' . '11^
Tn ch ap ter  V - s c h o o l s  f o r  g e n e ra l  I n s t r u c t i o n  S e c t io n  VTT-Misce-

l l a n c e o u s ,  the Code mentioned that  a good l i b r a r y  was an e s s e n t i a l  

p a rt  o f  the equipment o f  every  secondary  s c h o o l .  gh s c h o o ls

g e n - r a l l y  i t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  three  p a r t s ,  v i z . ,  (1 )  a r - f * r - n c e  l i b r a r y ,

(2 )  a t e a c h e r s ’ l i b r a r y  and (3)  a s c h o l a r s '  l i b r a r y ;  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  

was n o t  m ain ta in -d  in Middle s c h o o l s .  Adequate arrangements were made 

f o r  l e n d in g  books to  the p u p i l s ,  and t e a c h e r s  -ncouraged  t h e i r  p u p i ls  

t o  make use o f  the books 1n the s c h o o l  l i b r a r y . 119The r u l - s  f o r  the 

management o f  C o l l e g e  L ib r a r i e s  were g e n e r a l ly  a p p l i c a b le  to  S ch oo l

L i b r a r i e s ,  the head t e a ch e r  tak ing  the p lace  o f  th -  P r i n c i p a l .  The 

f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i a l  r u le s  f o r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  and c o n t r o l  o f  th»  l i b r a r y  

work in  government High Schoo ls  were framed:

" ( i )  The Head Mast»r  o f  each s c h o o l  should be charge o f  

the l i b r a r y  and make i t  a po in t  o f  duty to  i n s p - c t  the l i b r a r y  regu

l a r l y  to  s<*? the almirahs are c l e a n ,  the books n * a t l y  arranged and 

r e g u l a r l y  dusted  and to  1 - t  t - a c h e r s  and p u p i l s  f * e l  th at  i t  1s a 

most im portant  ad junct  o f  th* i n s t i t u t i o n .  He should b* a s s i s t - d  by 

a s e l e c t e d  member o f  the s t a f f ,  ( i i )  I t  would b -  the duty o f  each 

c l a s s  master to  d i r e c t  and guide the p r iv a te  read ing  o f  h i s  p u p i l s ,  

t o  h e l p  them to s e l e c t  books s u i t a b l e  to t h e i r  ag* and c a p a c i t y  and 

t o  encourage them to c u l t i v a t e  the h a b i t  o f  r e a d in g .  Th* e n t i r e  t e a ch in g
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s t a f f  should  thus be r e q u i r e d  to  take some d e f i n i t e  i n t e r e s t  in 

the  us ft and upkeep o f  the l i b r a r y  as part  o f  t h e i r  normal d u t i e s  

as t e a c h e r s . ( i i i )  A sm all  Committee c o n s i s t i n g  o f  the Head Waster,  

two s e l e c t e d  tea ch e rs  to  r e p r e se n t  the s e n i o r  and th* ju n io r  d e p a r t 

ments o f  the s c h o o l  and a s e n i o r  s tudent  should be c o n s t i t u t e d  in 

each s c h o o l  f o r  the purpose o f  framing r u l e s ,  f o r  the s e l* c t1 o n  

and purchase o f  new books f o r  the l i b '  r a r y ,  and in g e n * ra l  to  advise  

on l i t e r a r y  m atters ,  ( i v )  The c l e r k  o f  the s c h o o l  should be e n tru s ted  

w ith  the r o u t in e  work, e . g . ,  mainta in ing  a r e g i s t e r  o f  r e c e i p t s  and 

i s s u e s ,  keep ing  a s t o c k  b ook ,  numbering and marking the new b o o k s ,

p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a c a t a l o g u e ,  In d en ts ,  e t c .  ( D i r e c t o r  o f  Publ ic  

I n s t r u c t i o n ’ s C i r c u la r  No. 39 ,  dated the 23rd December 1926) .

At the end o f  each o f f i c i a l  year  a l l  the l i b r a r y  books should 

be c a l l e d  in  f o r  a time and the head te a ch er  should take c a r e f u l  

s t o c k  o f  a l l  the l i b r a r y  books and note  and r e p o r t  to  th* I n s p e c t o r  

any l o s s  o r  damage that  has o c cu rre d  during  the y - a r .  I n s p e c t in g  

o f f i c e r s  should  examine the c a ta lo g u e  and l i b r a r y  at t h e i r  v i s i t s  

t o  see th a t  the two correspond  and that  no u n d e r s i r a b le  volumes have 

c r e p t  i n .  Books intended f o r  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  should be approved by 

the I n s p e c t o r  or  I n s p e c t r e s s  o f  s c h o o l s " . 1^

These r u l e s  were broad based .  The Headmaster who was in charge 

o f  the L ibra ry  r e g u l a r l y  in s p e c te d  the l i b r a r y .  He p a r t i c u l a r l y  took  

care  o f  c l e a n l i n e s s  and arrangement o f  books in th»  A l^ i ra h s .  ^ach 

c l a s s  t e a ch e r  guided p u p i l s  in us ing  the l i b r a r y .  One o f  the most 

im portant  fe a tu re  o f  these  r u le s  was the form ation  o f  the School  

L ib ra ry  Committee 5n which a s » n i o r  student  vas in c l u d e d .  Annual

120. I b i d . ,  P. 208.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



-1 1 9 -

s t o c k t a k i n g  was a r e g u la r  fea tu re  o f  the management o f  l i b r a r y .

There vas  something l i k e  c a ta lo g u e  v h ich  probab ly  s » rv*d  as Access ion  

R e g i s t e r ,  but  i t  vas  n o t  compiled  and maintained by the p r o f e s s i o 

n a l l y  t r a in e d  l i b r a r i a n .  This  f a u l t  vas  due to  the then s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  

c o n d i t i o n s  and f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  l i b r a r y  t r a i n i n g  v h ich  vas not  avai

lable in  Bengal at th a t  t im e .

Books s e l e c t e d  fo r  purchase by the Headmaster or  the P r i n c ip a l  

f o r  the s c h o o l s  or c o l l e g e s  vere  to  be approved by the i n s p e c t o r  or  

I n s p e c t r e s s  o f  s c h o o l s .  As the Headmaster or  Headmistress  had no

background in  L ib r a r ia n s h ip ,  the p r o v i s i o n  o f  approval  by the I n s 

p e c t o r  v ou ld  remove the d u p l i c a t i o n  and unnecessary  books from the 
l i s t .

Annual grants  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  attached to Madrasahs vere  mixed 

v i t h  P r ize  a l l o v a n c e s .  The annual grants  to Madrasahs fo r  the avard
12]

o f  p r i z e s  and fo r  the maintenance o f  t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s  vere as f o l l o v s : -

Pri ze
a l lo v a n ce
Rs,

L ibrary  
grant 
R s .

(1 )  C a l c u t t a  Madrasah 75 800

(2 )  Dacca I s la m ic  In term ed ia te  C o l le g e  
(Madrasah Department) 60 300

(3 )  Chittagong  I s la m ic  In term ed ia te  
C o l le g e 60 300

(4)  Hooghly Madrasah 60 300

(5 )  R a jsh ah i  High Madrasah 25 100

T o t a l  = 280 1,800

121. I b i d . ,  p. 288.
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I t  shovs th a t  the then g o v t ,  vas p a r t i c u l a r  about l i b r a r y

development that  the annual grant to  L1.brar1.es even f o r  v adrasahs

vas in c lu d e d  in  the Code.

The Code s p e c i f i e d  th a t  the f o l l o w i n g  books ought to  be kept

in  a d d i t i o n  t o  any o t h e r s  that  might be p r e s c r i b e d : -

(a )  A L ibrary  C a t a l o g u e .122 (b )  A S tock -book  o f  s c i e n t i f i c

apparatus ,  c h e m ic a ls ,  e t c .  ( c )  A Fee and Fine c o l l e c t i o n  book ,  (d ) ^
103

A S u b s c r i p t i o n  b o o k . ( e )  A L ibrary  Loan-book .  J

Maintenance o f  the above books in which L ibrary  c a ta lo g u e  and 

l i b r a r y  loan books v*re  Important I tems,  vas one o f  th* pre_cond*t^on 

f o r  r e c e i v i n g  g o v t ,  aid in any s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e .  Thus we s»e  that  

th ere  vas co n s ta n t  pressure  and f o l l o w s  from the g o v t ,  in  d i f f e r e n t  

forms f o r  development o f  l i b r a r i e s .

The Code made p r o v i s i o n  f o r  the P r o v i n c i a l  Text Book Committee 

v h ich  composed o f  n o t  more than t h i r t y - s i x  members. The D i r e c t o r  o f  

P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  acted as the e x - o f f i c i o  P res iden t  o f  the Committee. 

The e x - o f f i c i o  members vere  as f o l l o w s : -

( i )  The P r i n c i p a l ,  David Hare T ra in in g  C o l l e g e ,  ( i i )  The P r i n c i 

p a l ,  T e a c h e r s ’ T ra in in g  C o l l e g e ,  Dacca, ( i i j )  The Tn s p - c t r e s s  o f  

S c h o o l s ,  P res idency  and Burdvan D i v i s i o n s ,  ( i v )  The A ss is ta n t  D i r e c t o r  

o f  P u b l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  Muhammadan Education  and (v )  The L ib r a r ia n ,  

I m p e r ia l  L ib r a r y .

The A s s t t .  D i r e c t o r  o f  Publ ic  I n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  ^uha^madan 

E ducation  or  the A d d i t i o n a l  A s s t t .  D i r e c t o r  o f  P ub l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n  

v o u ld  v o r k  as s e c r e t a r y  to  the committee .  The s e c r e t a r y  vould remain 

in  charge o f  the L ib r a r y .  One o f  the important fu n c t i o n s  o f  the commi

t t e e  vas to  r-comwtend.books f o r  l i b r a r i e s  and p r i z e s .

- 120-

122. I b i d .  . PP. 336 ,  349.

123. I b i d . , P. 336.

124. I b i d .  . pp. 404 ,  4 0 5 ,4 0 7 .
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The maximum number o f  books recommended fo r  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i - s  

and f o r  p r i z e s  would n o t  exceed  500,  but t h i s  l i s t  would be regarded
1 pc:

as s u g g e s t iv e  o n ly  and n o t  e x h a u s t i v e .

Thus i t  i s  worth n o t i c i n g  th a t  even in 19 21 the p o s i t i o n  

o f  the l i b r a r i a n  was so h igh  th a t  he was in c lu d ed  in the Bengal T »x t  

Book Gommitt»e. The minimum number o f  books recommended fo r  l i b r a r y  

was 500,  the f i g u r e  which was o b v i o u s ly  a v ery  good numb-r from the 
s ta n d p o in t  o f  the p e r io d  we are s tu d y in g .

The Code made p r o v i s i o n  f o r  grant o f  an al lowance o f  Rs. 20

per mensem as remuneration fo r  the performance o f  d u t i » s  connected

w ith  the s u p e r v i s i o n  and care  o f  the l i b r a r y  in  each o f  the f o r t y

Government h igh  s c h o o l s  f o r  boys in terms o f  Government Order F o . ,
126

52 6 ,  dated the 6th March 1930, i s su ed  in c o n n e c t io n  with th -  sch*me
f o r  the improvement o f  secondary  ed u ca t io n  in Bengal .  The l i b r a r y

work was e n tru s te d  to  a teach er  in each h igh  s c h o o l ,  but in 1922-23

when the need f o r  *conomy was u rg e n t ,  i t  was found on examination

th a t  the l i b r a r y  work done by these t e a c h e r s  was v - r y  U g h t ;  hence
the grad u a l  a b o l i t i o n  o f  the a l low ances  was sa n ct ion ed  in  Government

127
Order No. 3006 13dn., dated  the 4th September 1924. Tt was a s c e r 

ta in e d  th a t  tea ch e rs  f e l t  r e lu c t a n c e  and faced  c o n s i d e r a b l -  d i f f i 

c u l t y  in  d o ing  the work o f  a l i b r a r i a n  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  1n a d d - o n  

to  t h e i r  t e a c h in g  work.
-i OQ

S ince  the is sue  o f  that  Government Order ,  the l i b r a r y  

a l low an ces  o f  c e r t a i n  high s c h o o ls  were d i s c o n t in u e d ,  wh^le the t e a 

chers  In claarge o f  l i b r a r i e s  o f  o th * r  s ch o o ls  en joyed  t h e i r  a l low 

ances .  The c l - r k s  o f  the High s c h o o l s ,  who were in s t r u c t e d  to do

125. T b i d . . P. 518.

126. T b id .  . P. 407.

127. T b i d . ,  P. 518.

128. I b i d . , P. 519.
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122

liha r o u t in e  work con nected  w ith  the l i b r a r y  in  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r
129

o r d in a r y  c l e r i c a l  d u t i e s ,  r e c e iv e d  no e x t r a  remuneration .

A ccord ing  t o  the Account Rules o f  the Code, the  Head o f  O f f i c e  was

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  funds with which h i s  o f f i c e  had t o  dea l  in  the
c o u rs e  o f  o f f i c i a l  b u s in e s s .  L ib r a r y  and L a bora tory  d e p o s i t s  ( c a u t io n

130money) were the  important  funds .

In  Appendix B, the Code s ta te d  the I n s p e c t i o n  n o tes  f o r  High and

M idd le  s c h o o l s  L ib r a r y .  These wdre as f o l l o w s : -

" ( a )  I s  the L ib r a r y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  the s tudents  ? (b )  I s  the L ib ra ry

al lowance  always spent  ? ( c )  I s  there  a s ch o o l  r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r y ,  a

s t a f f  l i b r a r y  ? Are th e re  c l a s s  l i b r a r i e s  ? In what s u b j e c t s  are these

l i b r a r i e s  weak ? (d )  I s  there  proper  c a t a lo g u e  f o r  the l i b r a r y  ? Are

th e r e  se p a ra te  i s s u e  books f o r  t e a ch e rs  and p u p i ls  ? Are the l i b r a r y

books  s u f f i c i e n t l y  used by ( i )  masters and ( i i )  b o y s ,  and ( f )  Are the
l*ai

l i b r a r y  books used by o u t s i d e r s ” . 1

These i n s p e c t i o n  n o tes  were very  important and s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  proper 

u s e ,  management and development o f  the  s ch o o l  l i b r a r i e s  in  the then 

B e n g a l ,  o f  which Bangladesh i s  a p a r t .

I t  can be observed  from the above a n a ly s i s  th a t  the Bengal Educa

t i o n  Code, 1921 i s  a v a lu a b le  b a s i c  re so u rce  m a te r ia l  f o r  planning 

l i b r a r i e s  i n  Bangladesh s p e c i a l l y  the c o l l e g e  and s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s .

I t  d e a l t  w ith  almost a l l  a sp ects  o f  l i b r a r y  a d m in is t ra t ion  and manage

ment.

129 I b i d  P . 519.  D i r - c t o r  o f  P ub l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n ' s  C ir cu la r  N o .39,
i ^ d ’ the  D-c™t>-r IS 5® f i l e d  i r D . P . T .  o f f i c e ,  C a l c u t t a ,
The scheme o u t l i n e d  in  sub-paragraph (2 )  a p p l i e s  to  Gov-rnm*nt 
High S ch o o ls  f o r  g i r l s  a l s o .

130. Ib id . . . . P . 527.
131. I b i d . . P . 566.
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The s a l i e n t  p o in ts  o f  the Code from the s ta n d p o in t  o f  l i b r a r y  

development o f  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  are the r u le s  f o r  th* manag^m*nt 

o f  l i b r a r i e s  In government c o l l e g e s  and s c h o o l s .  They wer» very 
pragmatic  in  r e s p e c t  o f  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  In s c h o o ls  and

i
c o l l e g e s .  The r u le s  as per the Code f o r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  and c o n t r o l  

o f  government High S ch o o l  l i b r a r i e s  were c o n g e n ia l  and embodied the 

s p i r i t  f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  in s c h o o l s .  The Code empha

s i s e d  the annual s t o c k - t a k i n g  to  f in d  out  the ra te  o f  p rogress  and 

o r  r e g r e s s  o f  c o l l e c t i o n  and to assess  the number o f  books l o s t .  The 

l i b r a r y  i n s p e c t i o n  r u l e s  o f  the Code were important p o in ts  f o r  judg ing  

the p rog ress  o f  the s c h o o l s .  The Code f o r  the sake o f  g re a te r  read ing

f a c i l i t i e s  to  s tudents  and tea ch e rs  made the p r o v i s i o n  f o r  the con 

f inement o f  Important r e f e r e n c e ,  rare  books and p e r i o d i c a l s . S t r e s s i n g  

the need f o r  l i b r a r y  development i t  emphasised the need f o r  k -ep ln g  

r e c o r d s  l i k e  l i b r a r y  c a ta lo g u e  and l i b r a r y  Loan Book. The In te rn a l  

form o f  t h i s  c a ta lo g u e  was not  s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned. Th* Cod- did  

n o t  prov id e  or  recommend f o r  t r a i n i n g  or  e x p e r ie n ce  or  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

o f  persons  working in l i b r a r i e s .  Tt prov ided  f o r  departmentat ion  

namely (1 )  R e ference  L ib r a r y ,  (2 )  T eachers '  L ibrary  and (3 )  S c h o l a r ' s  

L ib r a r y  in  the S*condary Schoo ls  o n ly .  By t h i s  the Code most probably  

meant three  s e c t i o n s  in  the Secondary S ch oo l  L ib r a r y .  T *a ch »r '  s 

S e c t i o n  in the L ibra ry  meant the co rn er  where books s u i t a b l e  fo r  

t e a c h e r s  were k ep t .  ' S c h o l a r ' s  Library* in the Secondary Schoo l  

l i b r a r y  was most probab ly  the c o l l e c t i o n  o f  standard books u s e fu l  

f o r  s c h o l a r l y  study by t e a c h e r s ,  s tudents  and l o c a l  e l i t e s ,  s ta ck ed ,  

s to c k e d  and o rg a n is e d  in  one e x c lu s i v e  corn er  o f  the L ib r a r y .  But 

such s e c t i o n s  o f  secondary  s c h o o l  L ibrary  were not  s u i t a b l e  in the 

then Bengal  from the s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  s ta n d p o in t .  Tt i s  r - g r - t t - d  that  

the Code d i d  not  throw any l i g h t  on the o r g a n is a t i o n  and adm inistra 

t i o n  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  o f  th a t  t im e .  The Code due to  f i n a n c i a l
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d i f f i c u l t y  during  1922-23 and l i g h t  l i b r a r y  work don* by t*ach*r  

l i b r a r i a n  a b o l ish ed  the l i b r a r y  al lowance to  t e a c h e r - l i b r a r i  ans and 

made p r o v i s i o n  f o r  S ch o o l  L ibrary  Committee. But the r o u t in e  vork  

o f  the l i b r a r y  e . g .  p rep a ra t ion  and maintenan.ee o f  c a ta lo g u e  vas 

e n t r u s te d  to  the c l e r k .  The l i b r a r y  d u t i » s  a ss ig n -d  to the c l * r k  o f  

the s c h o o l  d e s t ro y e d  the image and p r e s t i g e  o f  libraries ^  the eye 

o f  s t u d e n t s ,  guardians and o th e r s  in  the then Bengal .  The i n j u r i o u s  

e f f e c t  o f  the l e g a cy  o f  the system i s  v i s i b l e  even today  in  th* s c h o o l  

l i b r a r i e s  o f  Bangladesh.  Tn most o f  the s c h o o l s  in t h i s  country  on* 

j u n i o r  c l e r k  i s  p laced  in  charge o f  the s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  at the c o s t  o f  

the l o s s  o f  p r e s t i g e  and importance o f  the l i b r a r y  and its s e r v i c e s .

Tn s p i t e  o f  shortcom ings  o f  the Code i t  must be admitted that  1t con

ta in e d  many important r u l » s ,  r o u t in e s  and p roce d u r -s  f o r  the d e v e lo p 

ment o f  Secondary Schoo l '  and c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s .  I t  c r » a t * d  enough 

pressu re  upon the s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  th* d*velopm»nt 

r o f  1 1brar ,,*s but  the r - s u l t  "was not  encourag ing  . I t  i s  a f a c t  that

p r o v i s i o n  o f  th* Code "were not  f u l l y  implemented because  o f  the s»cond 

World War and p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  un r*s t  p r - v a i l i n g  in the B r i t i s h  

Tndia du r in g  40s . Tt may be mentioned h*re  that  the government o f  

Bangladesh has a c c e p t 'd  the Code with m o d i f i c a t i o n s  as th* Education

Code o f  Bangladesh.

Ind ian  S t a t utory  Commission. 1928. (Hartog Comritt*e)

By 1928, many u n i v e r s l t i * s , c o l l e g e s  and s c h o o l s ,  w*r* s ta r t * d  

f u n c t i o n in g  and *xpand*d both 1n q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y .  Th- g o v t .  d e Sir* d  

t o  es t im a te  the * f f e c t  o f  educa t ion  on progress  and c h a r a c t - r  o f  th* 

peop le  and appointed Ind ian  S ta tu to r y  Commissi on (1928) (Hartog . ,

C om m itt*e ) .

As prov ided  In s e c t i o n  84-A o f  th* Governm*nt o f  Tndi a A c t . ,

1919 a Commission was appointed in 1928 f o r  th* purpos* o f  making
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in q u i r y  in t o  the working o f  the syst-m o f  gov*rnm*nt, the growth

o f  e d u ca t io n  and the development o f  the p e p r e s e n ta t iv *  I n s t i t u t i o n s

in  B r i t i s h  I n d i a  and to  r e p o r t  whether and to what e x t e n t  i t  was

d e s i r a b l e  to  e s t a b l i s h  the p r i n c i p l e  o f  r e s p o n s i b l e  governm-nt.  The

appointment o f  the Commission was a great  landmark not  on ly  In th*

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  h i s t o r y ,  but  in  th* h i s t o r y  o f  the growth o f  *ducat lon

in  I n d i a .  The Commission was mainly concerned with th* *ducat1on and

i t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  in  r * l a t i o n  to  p o l i t i c a l  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  con -
132d i t l o n s  and p o t e n t i a l i t i e s .

Conferred  on th*m by Royal  W arrant , to  an A u x i l ia r y  Committ-e ,

p re s id e d  o v er  by S ir  P h i l i p  H artog ,  in c lu d e d  o th * r  promln-nt  educa

t i o n i s t s ,  B r i t i s h  and Ind ian  as named b e l o v : - ( l )  S^r Phi 11 p H a r t o g , 

K t . ,  C . I . E . ,  Chairman (He was th* f i r s t  V1 c e - C h a n c * l l o r  o f  th* Dacc 

U n i v e r s i t y ) , 133 (2 )  S ir  Amb*rst S e l l y  Bigge B a r t ,  K .C .B . ,  (3) S ir

Syed Sultan Ahm*d, K t . , C . T . E . , ( 4 )  S ir  George Anderson, K t . ,  C .T .E . ,  

( 5 )  R a ja  Narendra "Nath, and (6)  Mrs. Muthalakhshml R*dd1 , * ' .L .C .  .

The Commission *st im at*d  the e f f e c t s  both in r * s p * c t  o f  per

formance and prom ise ,  f i r s t l y  o f  mass ed u ca t io n  and s* co n d ly  o f  h1gh*r

e d u c a t i o n ,  on th* l i f e ,  c a p a c i t y  and c h a r a c t * r  o f  th* p*opl*  o f  B r i -
134

t i s h  I n d i a ,  in  r e l a t i o n  to  p o l i t i c a l  p r o g r e s s .

The Hartog Committ*e r*commended, th a t  fo r  "R*t* i ! t ion  o f

l l t * r a c y  acqu ir*d  at th* e a r l y  age o f  ten or  * l * v e n . . .n i  ght s c h o o l s ,

c l a s s e s  f o r  women, la n te rn  L e c tu r e s ,  v i l l a g *  l i b r a r i - s  and so f o r t h "
135

ought to  be * s ta b l1 s h e d .

-1 2 5 -

132. Khan, Sanaullah .  A H i s t o r y  o f  Educat ion  In th* V o l . _X ,
Lahore:  Ral Sahib W. Gulab Sing and Sons, 1932, P. 183.

133. Rahim, M.A. H i s t o r y  o f  the Univer s i t y  o f  Dhaka^ Dhaka: U n iv e r s i t y  
o f  Dhaka, 1981, P. 26.

134. I b i d . ,  P. 184.

135. I b i d .  , P. 188.
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A l l  the a f o r e s a id  r e p o r t s  paid emphasis upon the development
t

o f  l i b r a r i e s  1n the e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  but they d id  not  pay 

a t t e n t i o n  to  the development o f  p u b l i c  and s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s .  so 

i t  can be sa id  th a t  the B r i t i s h  per iod  b e f o r e  1947 was the per iod  

o f  academic l i b r a r y  developm ent .  The need and a p p o r tu n l t i * s  for  

g r e a t e r  use o f  the l i b r a r y  by s tudents  and t - a c h e r s  and r e s p e c t a b le  

s ta tu s  o f  the l i b r a r i a n  vere  the o th er  most Important fe a tu re s  o f  

l i b r a r y  development r e f l e c t e d  in  the r e p o r t s  p r i o r  to  1947.

But the recommendations did  n o t  in c lu d e  some kind o f  standard 

in  r e s p e c t  o f  academic q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and n e ce s s a ry  t r a i n i n g  fo r  the 

l i b r a r i a n .  Tt i s  no denying the f a c t  that  due to  l a c k  o f  such t r a i n 

i n g ,  academic and p r o f e s s i o n a l  background, the p ov er ,  p o s i t i o n  and 

s t a t u s  o f  the l i b r a r i a n s  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  and c o l l e g e s  w»r* not  

r a i s e d  and improved in s p i t e  o f  so many recommendations made by the 

former Commission/Committees. Lack o f  mention o f  academic and pro 

f e s s i o n a l  standard o f  l i b r a r i a n  In the r e p o r t s  vere not  c o r r e c t e d  

d ur ing  Pakistan p e r io d  and even a f t e r  emergence o f  Bangladesh and 

even today  a P r o f e s s o r  o f  H is to r y  i s  h o ld in g  the post o f  the L ib ra r ia n  

o f  the U n ivers i ty  o f  Dhaka though l i b r a r i a n s  v i t h  adequate 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and r i c h  ex p er ien ce  and t r a i n i n g  are s e » k 1ng jo b s  

e l s e v h e r e .
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CHAPTER : FOUR 
POST PARTITION LIBRARY PLAOTIIKG

C e n tr a l  E ducation  D i v i s i o n

Pakistan  emerged as an independent s ta te  in the nap o f  the 

world  on the 14th August,  1947 with  two wings namely West Pakistan 

and East  B enga l .  East Bengal was l a t e r  renamed as East P ak is ta n ,  \

which i s  now c a l l e d  Bangladesh.  At the time o f  P a r t i t i o n ,  Pakistan \ 

was an underdeveloped  area even r e l a t i v e  t o  some other  Asian countr ie s ! .  

The system o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  trade and consumption y i e l d e d

a very  low standard o f  l i v i n g -----most o f  the people l i v i n g  at or  b a r e l y

above the l e v e l  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e  w ith  l i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  e d u ca t ion  

o r  econom ic  advancement. The s o c i a l  s e rv i  c e s ——educ a t i o n , h e a l t h ,  \ 

hou s ing  and w e l fa r e  were l im i t e d  in q u a l i t y  as w e l l  as q u a n t i t y .  The\ 

numerous problems and p r e -o c c u p a t io n s  o f  rudimentary economy vere  \ 

fu r th e r  c o m p l i c a te d  as a r e s u l t  o f  the P a r t i t i o n  and the d i s l o c a t i o n s  

coming in  i t s  vake .  From the s ta nd po in t  o f  developm ent,  the major 

e f f e c t s  o f  P a r t i t i o n  vere  the enormous upheaval that  accompanied the 

t r a n s f e r  o f  some p o p u la t i o n ,  the d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t rade  and b u s in e s s ,  

channels  o f  communication,  m arket ing ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and the p ress in g  

needs t o  e s t a b l i s h  nev c e n t r a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  Governments. /

D esp ite  i t s  p r e -o c c u p a t i o n  w ith  the immediate e f f e c t s  o f  Par

t i t i o n ,  the government o f  Pakistan from the very  o u t s e t  r e a l i s e d  the 

importance o f  development.  Immediately a f t e r  the Independence the 

C e n t r a l  Education  D iv i s i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by the C e n tr a l  Govt,  o f  

Pak is tan  to  c o - o r d i n a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  throughout P ak is tan ,  to  

plan f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  development on a n a t i o n a l  b a s i s  and t o  o f f e r

i
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advice  on a v a r i e t y  o f  problems r e f e r r e d  to i t .

The problems ■which c o n fr o n te d  the Education  D iv i s i o n  s in ce

i t  s t a r t e d  f u n c t i o n in g  in  Karachi in August,  1947 might c o n v e n ie n t ly

be d i v id e d  in t o  (1 )  Immediate problems o f  o r g a n iz a t i o n  and ( i i )  pro-
2

blems o f  l o n g - t im e  p lann ing .  D iv i s i o n  o f  l i b r a r i e s  o f  the undiv ided 

I n d i a ,  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  an o f f i c e  o f  the D ir e c to r  o f  Arch ives  and 

L i b r a r i e s  and d i v i s i o n  o f  a sse ts  o f  I n d i a  O f f i c e  L ibrary  in London® 

v e r e  l i s t e d  as the immediate problems o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n  v i t h  the Education 

D i v i s i o n .

The C en tra l  E ducat ion  D iv i s i o n  made lon g -t im e  planning^ f o r  the 

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  H i s t o r i c a l  Records and Archives  Commission, C entra l  

Museum and L ib r a r y  in Karachi and survey o f  L i b r a r i p s ,  Muspums, pub

l i s h e r s  and j o u r n a l s .

1. P a k is ta n .  Education  D i v i s i o n .  S ix -y e a r  plan o f  E d u ca t ion a l  
Development f o r  P ak is tan .  P a r t . I T K arach i ;  Manager, Govprnm^nt o f  
Pakistan  P re s s ,  1951, p . I .  See a lso  Pak istan .  N a t io n a l  Planning 
Board.  The F i r s t  Five year P lan .  19 55 -60 . K arach i :  1956, p . 7 .

2 .  P a k is ta n .  Education  D i v i s i o n .  P roceed ings  o f  the F i r s t  Meeting 
o f  the Advisory  Board o f  Education  fo r  P ak is tan ;  Held at Karachi 
from 7th to  9th Ju ne . 1948. Appendix I ,  p . 9 .  The c e n t r a l  govern
ment s e t  up the Advisory  Board o f  Education t o  recommend appro
p r ia t e  means f o r  s o l v i n g  problems o f  p d u ca t io n .  The f i r s t  meeting 
o f  the Board was h e ld  in the committee room o f  C o n s t i tu e n t  Assem
b l y  B u i l d i n g ,  K arach i .

3 .  I b i d . ,  p p .9 - 1 0 .

4 .  I b i d . . p p . I I ,  14, 31 -4 1 .
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L i b r a r i e s  Committee

The C e n tra l  Education  D iv i s i o n  s e t  up L ib r a r i e s  Committee1- 

f o r  the d i v i s i o n  o f  l i b r a r i e s  o f  the Govt ,  o f  und iv ided  I n d i a .  The 

appointment o f  t h i s  committee had l i n k  w ith  the d e c i s i o n  o f  the Par

t i t i o n  C o u n c i l  which d e c id e d  " . . . i n  the case  o f  l i b r a r i e s  at Delhi 

th a t  the r e s o u r c e s  o f  a l l  the departmental  l i b r a r i e s  should be pooled 

w ith  th o se  o f  Im p e r ia l  S e c r e t a r i a t  L ib r a r y  and s tep s  taken to  separate  

from the p o o l  spare c o p i e s  be ing  made a v a i la b le  to  Pakistan Government. 

As reg a rd s  l i b r a r i e s  s i t u a t e d  at p la ces  o u t s id e  D e lh i ,  i t  vas dec id ed  

that  in  p la ce s  where more than one c e n t r a l  government l i b r a r y  e y i s t ^ d ,  

a c o n s o l i d a t e d  l i s t  o f  books o f  which there  were more than one copy 

in  the l i b r a r i e s  l o c a t e d  in  each p lace  would be prepared an  ̂ d u p l i c a te  

c o p i e s  which c o u ld  n o t  be ob ta ined  in open market would be made a v a l -  

l a b l e  to  the Pakistan  government".

To implement the above d e c i s i o n s ,  a L ib r a r i e s  Committee vas

s e t  up in  August 1947 c o n s i s t i n g  o f  one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  the government

o f  I n d i a  and one o f  the g o v t ,  o f  P ak is ta n .  But t h i s  Comrittee  could

n o t  f u n c t i o n  owing t o  d i s tu r b a n c e s  in  D e lh i .  In c o n s u l t a t i o n  v i t h  the

g o v t ,  o f  I n d i a ,  the L i b r a r i e s  Committee was r e v iv e d  by the Centra l

Education  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a k is ta n .  The g o v t ,  o f  Pakistan deputed one

o f f i c e r  o f  the Education  D iv i s io n  to  r e p r e s e n t  them on the Committee.

'This o f f i c e r  was a lso  empowered t o  d e a l  with the q u e s t io n  o f  the d i v i -
7

s ton  o f  A rch ives  as fa r  as the Education  D iv i s i o n  vas concern ed .

5

5 .  o p . c i t . 3 .
6 .  I b i d .

7 .  I b i d . ,  p . 10.
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The C e n tra l  Education  D iv i s io n  d e c id e d  that  one c e n t r a l  

L ib r a r y  at Karachi in s tead  o f  a number o f  departmental  l i b r a r i e s  

In each m in i s t r y  ought t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  I t  a lso  d ec id ed  to  s e t  

up a combined o f f i c e  f o r  Arch ives  and L ib r a r y  under a s in g l e  D ir e c to r  

o f  A rch ives  and L ib r a r y .  I t  a lso  t o o k  s tep s  to  r e c r u i t  s u i t a b l y  qua

l i f i e d  o f f i c e r  f o r  the post  o f  D i r e c t o r .  I t  a lso  f i x e d  th a t  the main 

d u t i e s  o f  t h i s  o f f i c e  would be to  s e t  up a c e n t r a l  l i b r a r y  in Karachi 

" c o n ta in in g  among o th e r  f o r  the requirem ents  o f  v a r io u s  m i n i s t r i e s  

o f  the government. I t  v i l l  a l so  s e t  up an Archive o f f i c e  which v ^ l l
g

serv e  as a r e p o s i t o r y  o f  r e co r d s  o f  v a r io u s  M i n i s t r i e s  o f  Government."

The C e n tra l  Education  D iv i s i o n  a lso  t o o k  care  f o r  the d i v i s i o n  

o f  I n d i a  O f f i c e  l i b r a r y  In London. The a s s e t s  o f  the I n d i a  O f f i c e  

L ib r a r y  -which in c lu d e d  p r i c e l p s s  c u l t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  r e l i c s , manus

c r i p t s ,  p a in t in g s  and a l i b r a r y  c o n ta in in g  over  2 lakhs o f  books vas 

a matter  o f  grea t  i n t e r e s t  to the g o v t ,  o f  P ak is tan .  Immediately a f t e r  

the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  P a k is ta n ,  the B r i t i s h  government s e t  up a F act 

F inding  Committee "with which the g o v t ,  o f  I n d ia  and Pakistan "were 

a s s o c i a t e d .  The Govt,  o f  Pakistan sent  a d e l e g a t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  

P r o f .  A.S. Bokhari and Dr. I .H .  Qureshi who were a s s i s t e d  by the 

E d u ca t ion a l  Attache in the o f f i c e  o f  the Pakistan High Commissioner 

i n  the United  Kingdom.^ The Committee 's  d e l i o e r a t i o n s  d id  not  br in g  

any f r u i t f u l  r e s u l t .

130

8.  I b i d .

9 .  I b i d . , p . 9 .
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Years a f t e r  y e a r s ,  the c la im  vas pressed on the g o v t ,  o f  

United Kingdom, although the r e a c t i o n  o f  the l a t t e r  vas u n d e rs ta n d b ly , 

r a th e r  m i ld ,  e v a s iv e  and t a r d y .  The c o n s e r v a t iv e  g o v t . ,  when in power, 

d isavowed any in t e n t i o n  o f  r e l in q u i s h i n g  the l i b r a r y . 10

In t h i s  r e s p e c t  we may note  the undornoted B r i t i s h  po int  o f  

view en u n c ia te d  by a body o f  eminent B r i t i s h  O r i p n t a l i s t s : (a )  that  

i t  ( the  l i b r a r y )  was founded by the Fast  I n d i a  Company at the turn 

o f  the 19th c e n t u r y . . .  ( b ) that  i f  the l i b r a r y  i s  s h i f t e d  from a cen 

t r a l  p l a c e ,  i t  would f a i l  t o  a t t r a c t  s c h o la r s  from a l l  over  the world  I ”'" 

Lord B e v e r id g e ,  in  a reasoned  pi®a f o r  the p r e s e rv a t io n  o f  the L ib ra ry  

in i t s  p resen t  s i t u a t i o n  s t a t e d . . .  "London L i b r a r i e s  are more accessible* 

to  the  s c h o l a r s  o f  most c o u n t r i e s  that  are l i k e l y  t o  study the m a t e 

r i a l ,  from Europe,  from America,  even from most o f  A f r i c a .  A l l  s e r io u s  

l e a r n in g  i s  w o r ld w id e . .  .Hardly  any money cou ld  be put to  b e t t e r  i n t e r 

n a t i o n a l  use today  than In m ainta in ing  and d e v e lo p in g  c u l t u r a l  l i n k s  

between the  n a t io n s  o f  the w o r l d " .  ^ T h e  l i b r a r y  should be preserved 

f o r  world  s c h o l a r s h i p  in  g e n e r a l .  ■

10. E a r l  o f  Home. "The Future o f  I n d i a  o f f i c e  L ib r a r y .  B r i t i s h
p o in t  o f  v i e w " ,  quoted in  the Indian  L ib r a r ia n  and The_Eastern
L i b r a r i a n , V o l .  I ,  No. I ,  1966, p. 5.

11. Khan. M . S . ,  "The I n d i a  O f f i c e  L i b r a r y :  Who owns i t "?  The 
Eastern  L i b r a r i a n . V o l .  T,  No. I ,  1966 , p . 6 .

12. B ever idge  (L o r d ) .  The s p e c t a t o r , October  23, 1959, quoted in
o p . c i t . 10 .
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One o f  the problems o f  long  term planning v i t h  the Central  

Education  D iv i s i o n  vas the c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the H i s t o r i c a l  Records 

and Arch ives  Commission. On the b a s i s  o f  the r e s o l u t i o n  passed by 

the E du ca t io n a l  Conference  a H i s t o r i c a l  Records and Arch ives  Commi

s s i o n  f o r  Pakistan v i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  and s ta te  

governments ,  prominent A r c h iv i s t s  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  Pak istan i  

f  u n i v e r s i t i e s  as i t s  members v ere  s e t  up by the C entra l  Education

D iv i s i o n  to  suggest  vays and means o f  p re se rv in g  a l l  m anu scr ip ts ,  

r e c o r d s  and documents o f  h i s t o r i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t ,  to  advise  

the g o v t ,  on r e l e v a n t  matters  e t c . 1^

The second long  term planning v i t h  i t  vas the es ta b l ish m ent  

o f  C e n tra l  Museum and L ib ra ry  at K arach i .  The C entra l  Education D iv i 

s i o n  f u l l y  r e a l i s e d  the importance o f  a c e n t r a l  Museum and L ib r a r y .

So in  pursuance o f  the r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the E du ca t ion a l  C o n feren ce ,  a 

 ̂ committee c o n s i s t i n g  o f  M essrs .  S. Suhravardy, Q.M.Moneer and the

Mayor o f  Karachi (Hakim M. Ahsan) vas appointed by the C entra l  Edu

c a t i o n  D iv i s i o n  to  draw up a s u i t a b le  scheme f o r  the e s ta b l i sh m en t

in  Karachi  a Centra l  Museum and L ib r a r y .  The D iv i s i o n  a lso  proposed
14to  e s t a b l i s h  a c e n t r a l  Museum in the near fu tu r e .  Another most 

Important lon g  term planning o f  the Centra l  Education D iv i s i o n  vas 

the n a t i o n v id e  survey o f  L i b r a r i e s ,  Museum/Art g a l l e r i e s ,  E ducational  

p u b l i s h e r s  and j o u r n a l s .

L ib r a r y  survey

The C en tra l  Education D iv i s io n  r e c o g n i s i n g  the importance o f  

e d u c a t i o n a l  and c u l t u r a l  in form ation  o f  Pakistan e s t a b l i s h e d  an

13. o p . c i t . in  2 ,  p . 11 .

14. I b i d . . p. 14.
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E d u ca t ion a l  In fo rm a t ion  Bureau ■which in  course  o f  time vas aimed 

to  d e v e l o p  i n t o  a r e p o s i t o r y  as v e i l  as a c l e a r i n g  house f o r  a l l  

e d u c a t i o n a l  and c u l t u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  about Pak istan .  The Bureau f e l t  

the need f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  s u rv ey .  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  survey vas 

shou ldered  both  by the p r o v i n c i a l ,  the s t a t e s  and C entra l  Education
16

D i v i s i o n .  The E d u ca t ion a l  In fo rm a t ion  Bureau drev up quest ionna ires  

f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  in fo r m a t io n  about v a r io u s  types  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  and 

c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and o r g a n is a t i o n s  in  P ak istan .  I t  a lso  drev up 

a q u e s t i o n n a i r e 1^as under f o r  survey ing  the f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r i e s .  

"Q u e s t io n n a ire  ' C 1 1

Statements o f  p a r t i c u l a r s  about l i b r a r i e s ; -

1. Name o f  the L ibrary

2 .  Address

3 .  F ounder 's  name ( i f  any)

4 .  Date o f  e s ta b l i sh m e n t

5 .  Scope o f  the l i b r a r y  (vhether  S c i e n t i f i c ,  L i t e r a r y ,  1

Gener a l , e t c . ) .................................... 1

6.  Nature o f  th°  l i b r a r y  (vhethpr p r iv a te  or  o f f i c i a l ) . . . .  1

7 .  Number o f  vo lu m es ......................................................................................

8. Number o f  j o u r n a ls  and p e r i o d i c a l s  s u b scr ibed  t o ..............

9 .  Extent  o f  p o p u la r i ty  o f  the l i b r a r y .......................................... j
//

/
___________________________„ — ■ j

/
15. I b i d . , Appendix I V . ,  p . 22.

16. I b i d .

17. I b i d . Q uest ionnaire  ' C 1 , p . 31.

15
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10. S t a f f : -
I

1. 

2.

4 .

11. Finances ( l a t e s t  f i g u r e s .  Please mention th<= years  f o r  I

which the f i g u r e s  are g i v e n ) ...........................................................

( i )  Sources  o f  incom e:

( i i )  Annual Grant f o r  purchase o f  books :

( i i i )  Annual grant f o r  purchase o f  p e r i o d i c a l s ...................

( i v )  S p e c i a l  n o n - r e c u r r in g  grants  ( i f  any) j
(v )  Annual e x p e n d i tu r e .

S ignature  o f  the O f f i c e r  
su p p ly in g  the in fo rm a t ion

D e s i g n a t i o n . "

1 8I t  a l so  drew q u i s t i o n n a i r e s  f o r  Museum/Art g a l l e r i e s ;

Q u est ion n a ire  f o r  E du ca t ion a l  p u b l i sh e r s  and Q u est ion na ire  ' F ' ^

f o r  j o u r n a l s .

Thus we f in d  th a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and lon g  term planning o f  l i b r a 

r i e s  were s t a r t e d  r i g h t  in  a f r e sh  way from 1947, the year o f  

Indep endence .  Though the C entra l  Education  D iv i s i o n  was f u l l y  occu p ied  

w ith  f i n d i n g  out s o l u t i o n s  t o  the problems c r e a te d  by the P a r t i t i o n  

o f  I n d i a  e . g .  e d u ca t io n  f o r  the c h i l d r e n  o f  r e f u g e e s ,  appointment o f

18. Q u est ion n a ire  *D’ , p .? 2 ,
19. I b i d .  . Questionnaire ' E ' , p.P3.

20* I b i d . ,  Q u est ion na ire  ' F ' ,  p . 3 4 ,

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



4

t e a c h e r s  due to  the vacuum c r e a te d  by the m igrat ion  o f  Hindu 

t e a c h e r s  e t c . ,  y e t  i t  paid a t t e n t i o n  t o  the o r g a n iz a t i o n  o f  l i b 

r a r i e s  and longterm planning o f  C entra l  L ib r a r y .  The D iv i s i o n  r i g h t l y  

f e l t  the need o f  a C entra l  L ib r a r y  1n K arach i .  But i t  f o r g o t  the 

problem o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a C en tra l  L ib ra ry  in  Dacca, the then Pro

v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l  o f  the then Fast  B enga l ,  l a t e r  named East Pakistan 

f  and n©v c a l l e d  Bangladesh.  I t  r i g h t l y  f o l lo w e d  the method o f  survey

f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  and c u l t u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  o f  Pakistan 

i n c l u d i n g  that  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  p u b l i s h e r s ,  an  ̂ jo u r n a ls .T h e  ^ t h o ^ o l o g y  

adopted vas no doubt good .?h e  quest l  on n a re  'C '  c o n cern in g  the 

statem ent  o f  p a r t i c u l a r s  about l i b r a r i e s  did not  c o n ta in  any ques

t i o n  r e g a rd in g  the  l i b r a r i a n  o f  the  l i b r a r y  con cern ed .

The endeavour o f  the C entra l  Education D iv i s i o n  o f  the g o v t ,  

o f  Pakistan  f o r  l i b r a r y  planning and development i s  t o  be a p p r^ c l -  

 ̂ a t e d .  But there  vas no planning mechanism v h ic h  vas u r g e n t ly  needed .

So t o  c o - o r d i n a t e  n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g  schemes and determine t h e i r

p r i o r i t i e s  a Development Board,  a Planning Board and an Economic 

Committee o f  the c a b i n e t  vere  s e t  up as e a r l y  as 1948. Later  on 

the M in i s t r y  o f  Economic A f f a i r s  vas e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1949 t o  c o 

o r d in a t e  p lanning and economic a c t i v i t i e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  m i n i s t r i e s .

A S ix -Y ear  Development Plan vas prepared and vas scheduled to  go 

i n t o  e f f e c t  from the middle o f  1951. In order  t o  ^ e c u t e  the S ix -  

Year P lan ,  the Govt, o f  Pakistan s e t  up autonomous ad mini s t r a t i  ve 

machinery c o n s i s t i n g  o f  an Economic C o u n c i l ,  the Planning Commission 

and a number o f  Sub-Commissi©ns r e p l a c i n g  e a r l i e r  Development Board,  

the Planning A dv isory  Board and the Economic Committee o f  the

c a b i n e t . 21 ______________

21.  P ak is ta n .  N a t io n a l  P l a n n e r  Board.  T h f ^ r j ^ t . F i v ^
1 9 5 5 -6 0 , K arach i :  1958, p . 7 .
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Towards the end o f  November 1947, Fazlur  Rahman, thp

then M i n i s t e r  o f  Education  in  thp Centra l  Government c o n v e r t  at 

Karach i  a c o n fe r e n c e  o f  l e a d in g  e d u c a t i o n i s t s ,  o f f i c i a l s  anri non

o f f i c i a l s ,  t o  survey  the e x i s t i n g  and futurp o p p o r t u n i t i e s  in 

the  e d u c a t i o n a l  f i e l d  and t o  make adequate p r o v i s i o n  f o r  them in 

the  l i g h t  o f  s p e c i a l  requirements  o f  P ak istan .

That was a time when the in fa n t  s ta te  was suffer ing"  from 

agony;'Of i t s  b i r t h  and i t s  vpry e x i s t e n c e  vas in j e o p a rd y .  A f W  

com p reh ens ive ly  revewing the v a r io u s  aspects  o f  ed u ca t io n  and 

problems a r i s i n g  from them, the c o n fe r e n c e  l a i d  down in broad 

o u t l i n e  c e r t a i n  b a s i c  p o l i c i e s  and recommended the s e t t i n r  up 

o f  a number o f  c o - o r d i n a t i n g  and adv isory  ag enc ies  in. d i f f e r e n t  

e d u c a t i o n a l  and c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s . T h e  Advisory  Board o f  E du ca t ion ,  ‘ 

the I n t e r - U n i v e r s i t y  Board and the C ounc i l  o f  T e ch n ic a l  Education 

met f r e q u e n t ly  t o  d i s c u s s  problems o f  common i n t e r e s t  and t o  ■ _ ' '

recommend a p p rop r ia te  means f o r 24 s o l v i n g  them. They did a con

s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  very  u s e f u l  spadework so  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  the 

p lanning o f  e d u ca t i o n  on a n a t i o n a l  b a s i s .  The p r e -o c c u p a t io n  

o f  the c e n t r a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  and s t a t e  Governments w ith  grave pro

blems a r i s i n g  from t h i s  very  severe  d i s l o c a t i o n  and tm a r *  caused 

by the P a r t i t i o n  o f  I n d i a  and the l a c k  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  data  

major o b s t a c l e s  in  the d e la y  o f  the fo rm u la t ion  o f  a n a t i o n a l  

25

136

p la n . '

2 2 .  I b i d .
23. Pakistan. Education Division. Sj n-Ygar Natl opal J la n  Jor

now.-lo-PT.-nt for Pakista n : P ar^X , Karactil.
Manager o f  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  1951, p . l .

24 .  I b i d .

2 5 .  I b i d . ,  p . 2 .
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Improvement in the f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  the c e n t r a l , p r o v i n 

c i a l  and s t a t e  Govt ,  and the S ix -Y ear  Development Programme o f  Pakis

tan under Colombo P la n ^ (J u n e  1951 to  June 1957) made i t  im perat ive  

th a t  an in t e g r a t e d  and ba lanced programme o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  development 

should  be drawn up w ithout  d e la y  so that  e d u c a t i o n a l  and economic  

development o f  Pakistan  proceeded in a c o - o r d i n a t e d  manner.

A c c o r d in g ly  in  Ju ly  1951 Mr. Fazlur Rahman convened at Karachi 

a c o n fe r e n c e  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  Education  M i n i s t e r s ,  V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r s  o f  

U n i v e r s i t i e s  and D i r e c t o r s  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n  where i t  was unani

mously d i r e c t e d  that  the Education  D iv i s i o n  in the c e n t r a l  Government 

should prepare in  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  v i t h  p r o v i n c i a l  and s ta te  governments 

a comprehensive and in t e g r a t e d  S ix -y e a r  Development Plan based on 

p r a c t i c a l  and r e a l i s a b l e  t a r g e t s  in the v a r iou s  f i e l d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .

The Plan was concerned  v i t h  the q u a n t i t a t i v e s  and q u a l i t a t i v e  aspects  

o f  e d u c a t i o n .

The p a u c i ty  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in the then Pakistan vas r e f l e c 

ted  by the f a c t  th a t  there  vere  on ly  23 P ub l ic  L i b r a r i e s .  The Plan 

recommended f o r  the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  524 p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in the
27

ch a p te r  e n t i t l e d  "Encouragement o f  Art and C u l tu ra l  A c t i v i t i e s " .  The

Plan fu r t h e r  recommended fo r  the e s ta b l i sh m en t  o f  41 (18 in  East Bengal)
28 tP u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  in the 2- y e a r  p r i o r i t y  programme o f  1951-53.  in 

c o n s i d e r in g  the importance o f  l i b r a r i e s  in e d u ca t i o n  the plan r e c o 

mmended the opening o f  Diploma cou rse  in L i b r a r ia n s h i p  in the Univer

s i t y  o f  Dhaka in the  2 -y ea r  p r i o r i t y  programme (1951 -53 )  f o r  the
29

t r a i n i n g  o f  L ib r a r ia n s  in  the then East Bengal nov Bangladesh.

137

26. Vasudevan, A. The s t r a t e g y  o f  P lannlm in I n d i a ,  Meerut:Meenakshi 
prakashan, 1970, p .4 . "The p i  a n . . .  vas no plan at a l l .  I t  d id  not  
c a r r y  v i t h  i t  any b a s i c  p h i losoph y  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t . . .The plan vas 
merely  a desk-made s e t  o f  programmes, un re la ted  to  the needs and 
p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n s . . . "

2 7 .  I b i d . , p . 85.
2 8 .  I b i d . . p . 5 3 .
29 .  T b i d . ,  p . 53.
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The Government o f  the then East Pakistan l a i d  thp foundat ion  

o f  the East Pakistan C entra l  P u b l ic  L ib ra ry  (CPL) in  Dacca in 195?. 

I t  was perhaps in ten ded  to  be at thp hpad o f  a P ub l ic  L ib ra ry  System 

o f  the then p rov in ce  as i t s  name s i g n i f i e d .  Thp L ib ra ry  opened i t s

In 1953 again the then East Pakistan Government san c t io n e d  

a grant  o f  Rs. I0 ,000/ - e a c h  t o  f i f t e e n  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i p s  at d i s t r i c t  

h e a d q u a r te rs .  There were e x i s t i n g  n o n -g o v t ,  l i b r a r i e s  which rpquirpd 

r e s u s c i t a t i o n  and thp grant was mpant fo r  th a t  purpose.  The money

f o r  the CPL as w e l l  as the d i s t r i c t  u n i t s  camp from thp thpn ce n tr  ■

g o v t ,  under what was c a l l e d  S o c i a l  U p l i f t  Scheme.31

The Plan was n e v e r t h e le s s  proved to  be u s e f u l  guide to  the

r e l a t i v e  needs o f  the s e v e r a l  phases anri l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  Unfor 

t u n a t e l y  i t  was not  related t o  an o v e r a l l  plan f o r  s o c i a l  and e c o 

nomic development based upon an economic  a n a ly s i s  o f  r e s o u r c e s .  

Consequent ly  i t  c o u ld  not  serve  as a c o n crp te  plan o f  a c t i o n . I t  was 

prepared in  absence o f  much e s s e n t i a l  in fo rm a t io n  and many b a s i c  

s t a t i s t i c s .  So i t  c o u ld  n o t  be based on a proper assessment o f

30 .  Weed f o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  deve lopm ent , Dacca: EhLA, 1966, p . 23

31 .  I b i d .

30
d o o rs  to  the p u b l i c  in 1958.

n a t i o n a l  resources-human , p h y s i c a l  and f i n a n c i a l .  Furthermore, i t  

was framed j u s t  b e f o r e ,  and r e v i s e d  at the time o f  extreme economic 

f l u c t u a t i o n  generated  by the Korean War32 and the subsequent chon9«>.

32 .  Rees ,  Da’
Co . , 196- 
Korea ?
1954. v a r io u s  pages.
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Tt was f l e x i b l e  in  many r e s p e c t s  and vas m od i f ied  and expanded in 

c o u rs e  o f  y e a r s .  Thus e x e c u t i o n  d id  not  f o l l o w  intended l i n e s .

By and l a r g e ,  development proceeded by f i t s  and s t a r t s  and some 

maladjustment appeared in the economy.

E ast  Bengal E d u ca t io n a l  System R e co n s tr u c t io n  Committee. 195?

While the S ix -Y ear  Development plan was on,  the East Bengal

* E d u ca t ion a l  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  Committpp submitted i t s  r e p o r t  on 29th

June 1951 which was published  in 1952.

The P a r t i t i o n  o f  Ind ian  s u b -c o n t in e n t  and the consequent  

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  Pakistan as a f r e e ,d e m o c r a t i c  I s la m ic  State  caused 

b i g  changes in  the  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and economic l i f e  

o f  the c o u n t r y .  N a tu r a l ly  very  deep and v id e  fp p l i n g  began to pervade 

ov er  the country  th a t  the d e f e c t i v e  systpn o f  e d u ca t ion  implanted here 

by an a l i e n  Government c a l l e d  fo r  a thorough ovprhaul  and r e - o r i e n t a -

 ̂ t i o n  s u i t e d  t o  the i d e a l s  and a s p i r a t i o n  o f  thp people and thp

e x i g e n c i e s  o f  the then t i m e . 33So thp Government o f  East Bengal formed 

the East Bengal E du ca t ion a l  System R e c o n s tr u c t io n  Committee (v ide  

r e g u l a t i o n  No. 659 Edn. dated thp 16th March 1949) to  advise  Govern

ment on the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the then i l l - b a l a n c e d  system o f  edu

c a t i o n  o f  the then p r o v in c e ,  so as to  make i t  more f i l l e d  to  meet 

the new demands o f  the then new s t a t p . '  Thp Committee vas formed 

with* ̂ members . 35 Maul an a Muhammad Akram Khan was the P res id en t  o f  theA
Committee. Dr. Moazzam H ossa in ,  V i c p - C h a n c e l l o r , Dhaka U n iv e r s i t y  was

3 3 .  East Bengal .  Education Department, R ep or t_o f  t he East Benp.aL , 
Kduc a t io n a l  System R p co n s tru c t io n  Connitt^*5 , Dacca.* Sup^rinten-  
dent Government P r i n t i n g ,  East  Bengal Government P r e s s ,  1952.
p. 1 .

3 4 .  I b i d . p . l .

35 .  I b i d . , pp. 1& 2.
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one o f  the important  members. The terms o f  r e f e r e n c e  o f  the Committee 

were t o  make recommendations t o  the Government on ( i )  "the c o u rse s  

o f  study f o r  P re -Pr im ary ,  Primary and Secondary E ducat ion ,  ( i i )  b e s t  

methods o f  Madrasha Education  and o f  i n t e g r a t i n g  tho o ld  Scheme, 

the  Reformed Scheme and High Schoo l  system o f  e d u ca t ion  in t o  a com

p o s i t e  w h o le ,  t e a ch in g  Islam and i t s  p r i n c i p l e s  mor° as a way o f  

l i f e  than as a mere s e t  o f  dogmas and r i t u a l s ;  ( H i )  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  

the m in o r i ty  communities who may want to  have a system o f  e d u ca t ion  

d i f f e r e n t  from the one in d i c a t e d  under the f o r e g o in g  c l a u s e s ;  ( I v )  

the r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  the present  system o f  examination v i t h  a view 

t o  e l i m i n a t in g  i t s  d e f e c t s  and replacem ent by a b e t t e r  system which 

w i l l  la y  g r e a te r  emphasis on the proper study and understanding  o f  

the s u b j e c t  than on cramming; (v )  the most s u i t a b l e  system o f  educa

t i o n  f o r  g i r l s  In c lu d in g  the c o u r s e s  o f  study and the method o f  I t s
36s u p e r v i s i o n  and c o n t r o l . "

The Committee prepared a se t  o f  quest i  o n n a i r e ^ v h i c h  was 

c i r c u l a t e d  t o  more then 1,000 persons o f  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s .  The 

r e p l i e s  r e c e i v e d  t o  the q u e s t io n n a ir e  were summarised. The committee 

a l s o  t o o k  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  th** r e p l i e s  t o  a questionnaire on Mad

rasah  Education  Issued  by the D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  East
38Bengal in  1948. The r e p l i e s  to  t h i s  q u e s t io n n a ir e  were a lso  summa

r i s e d .  The f i n a l  r e p o r t  was submitted t o  the government o f  the then 

East  Bengal on 29 June 1951 .39 The r e p o r t  was d iv id e d  in t o  seven parts

3 6 .  I b i d . , p . 2 .

3 7 .  I b i d . , PP. 1 ,  1 6 7 - 1 9 5 .

3 8 .  I b i d . . pp. 1 ,1 96 -20 9 .

3 9 .  I b i d . ' p . 1.
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w ith  a l i s t  o f  recommendations. I t  covered  Pre-Primary and Primary |
j

E d u ca t io n ,  Secondary E du ca t ion ,  Madrasah E du ca t ion ,  Education  f o r

Women, Education  o f  the M i n o r i t i e s ,  Scheme o f  s c h o o l  Health s e r v i c e

and e x a m i n a t i o n . ^  .

To d e a l  e f f e c t i v e l y  v i t h  v a r io u s  problems e n t r u s te d  to  the

committee i t  formed s e v e r a l  sub-com m ittees  and appointed new members

and a d v i s e r s .  The sub-committees  were (1)  Q u est ion na ire  D ra f t in g

Sub-Committee,  ( i i )  Pre-Primary and Primary Education  Sub-Committee,

( i i i )  Secondary Education sub -com m it tee . ( i v )  Madrasah Education  j

sub-Committee,  ( v )  M in o r i t y  Education S u b - C o m ^ i t t ^ , ( v i ) Examination
41sub-committee  ( v i i )  Women Education  Sub-Committee.

42The Committee in order  to  make the Scheme o f  R eorg a n isa t ion  

o f  the Secondary Education s u c c e s s f u l  suggested  w ith  emphasis the 

s c h o o l  L ib r a r y .  I t  was o f  the o p in io n  that  L ib r a r y  in Softool vas 

e s s e n t i a l .  So i t  was s t a t e d - ^ I t  i s  o f  utmost importance f o r  the 

s u c c e s s  o f  the r e o r g a n is e d  secondary  e d u c a t i o n ,  th a t  each s c h o o l  

shou ld  have a good l i b r a r y  f o r  the use o f  p u p i l s  and t e a c h e r s .  This  

c o n d i t i o n  i s  so urgent  that  i t  should c o n s t i t u t e  an e s s e n t i a l  con 

s i d e r a t i o n  in  determ in ing  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  s c h o o l s .  Th<= l i b r a r y  should 

have l a t e s t  books on a l l  s u b j e c t s .  In t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  i t  should also 

be emphasised th a t  a b ig  l i b r a r y  Is  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  a good l i b r a r y .  

What the s c h o o l s  require i s  a w e l l -p la n n e d  l i b r a r y  which i s  able to

meet the p e c u l i a r  needs o f  the s c h o o l .  This  i s  another problem which
4? .w i l l  need s y s tem at ic  s tu d y " .

141

40 .  I b i d . . Table  o f  c o n t e n t s .

41 .  I b i d . ,  pp. 5 - 1 0 .

4 2 .  I b i d . . pp. 7 8 -9 2 .

4 3 .  I b i d . , p . 9 5 .
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Here the Committee gave s u f f i c i e n t  emjphasis on L ib r a r y -g o o d  

l i b r a r y  ■with l a t e s t  books on a l l  s u b j e c t s .  The Committee recommended 

th a t  the L ib r a r y  must be w e l l -p la n n e d  to  meet the p e c u l ia r  needs 

o f  the s c h o o l .  The Committee was s i l e n t  about l i b r a r y  in Madrasah 

E d u ca t io n ,  e d u ca t i o n  o f  the women and ed u ca t io n  o f  the m i n o r i t i e s .  

Though the purpose o f  the  Committee was the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the
I

r E d u ca t io n a l  System o f  the then ^ast  Bengal ,  now Bangladesh, i t  t o o k

no measures or plan f o r  the c o n s t r u c t i o n / r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the l i b 

r a ry  system o f  the Primary s c h o o l ,  secondary s c h o o l  and Madrasahs.

The q u e s t io n n a ir e  prepared by the Committee d id  not  c o n ta in  even

a s i n g l e  q u e s t io n  on l i b r a r i e s .  Tt was fu r th er  n o t i c e d  that  there
44was n o t  a s i n g l e  q u e s t io n  on l i b r a r i e s  even in  the q u e s t io n n a ir e  

prepared on Madrasah e d u c a t i o n ,  i s su e d  by the D i r e c t o r  o f  P ub l ic  

I n s t r u c t i o n ,  ^ a s t  Bengal (D.O. No. T M-7 G-48) in Sept»mber,1948 .

 ̂ A f te r  the P a r t i t i o n  o f  I n d i a  In 1947, I t  vas the f i r s t  o f f i 

c i a l  r e p o r t  f o r  the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  system in primary 

and secondary  e d u ca t i o n  f o r  t h i s  part  o f  la n d ,  now c a l l e d  Bangladesh.  

The Committee r e c o g n is e d  the p o t e n t i a l s  o f  l i b r a r y  in  secondary 

e d u c a t i o n .  But there  was no p lanning machinery fo r  the development 

o f  l i b r a r i e s .  The r e p o r t  o f  the committee f o r  the development o f  

s c h o o l  l i b r a r i p s  was not  Implemented.

A s o l u t i o n  o f  c o u n t r y ' s  b a s i c  economic problem—low per c a p i t a  

income,  c h r o n ic  food  s h o r ta g e ,  p reca r iou s  ba lance  o f  payment, and 

unbalanced economic  s t r u c t u r e  c a l l e d  a more comprehensive expanded 

and c o o r d in a t e d  approach t o  planning and developm ent.  So the govern

ment o f  Pakistan appointed the Planning Board In J u ly ,  1953 w ith  

the f o l l o w i n g  terms o f  r e f e r e n c e :

4 4 .  I b i d . . PP. 196-209.
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"1 .  To rev iew  the development that  has taken s fn c e  independance ;

2 .  To assess  the r e s o u r c e s - m a t e r i a l  and human v h ich  can be made

a v a i la b le  f o r  development during  the next  f i v e  years  beg inn ing  

A p r i l ,  1954 ( l a s t  changed to  A p r i l ,  1955) ;  3 .  To prepare a 

n a t i o n a l  plan o f  development based on the f u l l e s t  p o s s ib l e  

u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  these  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  implementation in  a per iod  

o f  5 years  from 1s t  A p r i l ,  1955, as a s t e p  towards the a t t a i n 

ment o f  the economic  and s o c i a l  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  government ’ s 

p o l i c y ;  4 .  To make p ro p o sa ls  regard in g  a d m in is t ra t iv e  machinery 

b e s t  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  assure the s u c c e s s f u l  implementation o f  the 

p la n ,  and 5 .  To make any o th er  recommendation v h ich  in  the

o p in io n  o f  the Board w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  towards the su ccess  o f
45the p l a n " .

Ph i losophy

The p h i lo s o p h y  un der ly in g  the n a t i o n a l  plans o f  Pakistan vas 

r e v e a le d  in  the f o l l o w i n g  e x c e r p t  from the government r e s o l u t i o n  on 

the appointment o f  the Planning Board to  formulate  a plan o f  deve

lopment w ith  c l e a r  accent  on the human and s o c i a l  v a lu e s .  "The e c o n o 

mic and s o c i a l  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the government ’ s p o l i c y  were t o  d e v e lo p

the r e s o u r c e s  o f  the country  as r a p i d ly  as p o s s i b l e  so as t o  promote

the w e l f a r e  o f  the p e o p le ,  provide  adequate l i v i n r  standards and 

s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  secure  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  and e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r tu n i ty  

and aim at the w id e s t  and most e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  income and

4. .. 46p r o p e r t y " .

4 5 .  P a k is ta n .  Education  D i v i s i o n .  .̂ i 7-Year N a t io n a l  Plan f o r  ^du. 
c a t i o n a l  Development f o r  Pak istan :  Part J_, K arach i :  Manager 
o f  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  1951, p .T .

46. Ibid.
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The same p h i l o s o p h i c a l  co n ce p ts  r e f l e c t p d  in  the d i r e c 

t i v e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  P a k is t a n 's  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  v h ich  came in t o  f o r c e  

on March 23 ,  1956, r e q u i r i n g  the s ta tp  to  endeavour t o  "spcure  the 

v e l l - b e i n g  o f  the p e o p le ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  c a s t e ,  c r e e d ,  or r a c e ,  by

r a i s i n g  the standards o f  l i v i n g  o f  the common man by p reven t ing  the 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  wealth  and means o f  p rod u ct ion  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  

in  the hands o f  the fev  to  the detr iment  o f  the I n t e r e s t  o f  the 

common man, and by pnsuring  pquitab l®  adjustment o f  r i g h t s  between 

employers  and em ployees ,  and la n d lo r d s  and t e n a n ts ;  t o  prov ide  f o r  

a l l  c i t i z e n s ,  w ith in  the a v a i la b le  re so u rcp s  o f  thp c o u n t r y ,  f a c i 

l i t i e s  f o r  work and adequate l i v e l i h o o d  v i t h  r ea son a b le  r e s t  and 

l e i s u r e ,  to p rov id e  b a s i c  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e ,  such as f o o d ,  c l o t h 

i n g ,  h o u s in g ,  e d u ca t io n  and m ed ica l  r e l i e f ,  fo r  a l l  such c i t i z e n s ,  

i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  c a s t e ,  c reed  or r a c e ,  as are permanently or tempo

r a r i l y  unable t o  earn t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d  on account o f  i n f i r m i t y ,  

s i c k n e s s  or unemployment; and t o  re  duce d i s p a r i t y ,  t o  a rpasonable  

l i m i t ,  in  the emoluments o f  persons in  the v a r io u s  c l a s s e s  o f  s e r v i c e  

o f  P a k is ta n " .^ 7
The nev C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  thp Republic  o f  Pakistan Part-TT , 

CKarch, 1962) in  i t s  " p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Lav-making and o f  P o l l c y " f u r t h e r  

r e i n f o r c e d  the same ph i lo sop h y  as thp b a s i s  o f  government p o l i c y .  

These p r i n c i p l e s  s t r e s s e d  the e q u a l i t y  o f  a l l  c i t i z e n s  anri provided 

th a t  "the v e l l - b e i n g  o f  the peop le  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  c a s t e ,  crepd or 

ra ce  s h a l l  be secured  (a)  by r a i s i n g  the standard o f  l i v i n g  o f  the

4 7 .  P ak is ta n .  M in i s t r y  o f  Law. Thp c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  tne .X|Laal|
R ep u b l i c  o f  Pak is t a n , Karacn i :  D e p a rtrer t  o f  Films and p u b l i c  a 
-Hon 1956 pp. 19 -20 .  See a lso  Newman, K .J .  Essays on the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  P a k fs ta n . Dacca: Pakistan c o - o p e r a t i v e  Book 
S o c i e t y ,  1956, pp. 9 - 1 0 .
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common man, (b )  by p reven t in g  undue c o n c p n tr a t io n  o f  wealth  and 

hi?ans o f  p r o d u ct io n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  the han^s o f  the few, t o  

the detr im ent  o f  the i n t e r e s t s  o f  thp common man, ( c )  by ensuring  

an e q u i t a b l e  adjustment o f  r i g h t s  between pmployers and employees 

and between l a n d l o r d s  and t e n a n t s " . 48 The va lues  i m p l i c i t  in  t h e s e '  

s ta tem ents  o f  government p o l i c y  ann c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g u a r a n t e p s  were 

r e f l e c t e d  in  P a k is t a n 's  F ive-Year  P lans .  They a lso  in s p irp d  the 

economic  and s o c i a l  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  a l l  the p lans .

The d r a f t  F i r s t  F ive -Year  Plan (1955-60 )  was prepared in 

the  la tC e r  part  o f  1955 and publ ished  in  Way 1956. F o l low ing  pub

l i c a t i o n ,  comments vere  r e c e i v e d  from p r iv a te  and o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s ;

these  were c a r e f u l l y  c o n s id e r e d  and in many cases  d is cu ssp d  th o r o 

ugh l y  w ith  those  who o f f e r e d  them. The d r a f t  plan was r e v i s e d  in 

l a t e  1956 and e a r l y  1957 t o  takp accounts  o f  the comments r e ce iv p d  

and a lso  t o  take account o f  thp developments in the pconomy during 

the p e r io d  s in c e  A p r i l  1955 when thp plan ppriod began. Thp r e v i s e d  

plan was c o n s id e r p d  by thp N a t io n a l  Economic C ou n c i l  in  February 

and A p r i l  1957 and approved by the C ounci l  on A p r i l  15, 1957 and ^

publ ish ed  in  Kay 1958.49 The r e v i s e d  plan vas designpd t o  achieve

the same fundamental o b j p c t i v p s  as was the d r a f t  p la n .

The n a t i o n ' s  sensp o f  urgpncy f o r  developm ent,  r e f l e c t e d  

in  the government p o l i c y  and the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  guarantees mentioned 

e a r l i e r ,  assumed a l a r g e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  the p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t .

The F i r s t  Plan r i g h t l y  pointed  o u t :  " P o l i t i c a l  independence has

4 8 .  P ak is tan .  C o r L s U t i m o n ^ f _ ^ ^ J ^ l ^ . i c _ R ^ v ^ c ^ ^ L a K l | ^ >  
K arach i :  1962, p. 13. See alsoMahmood,  Sk. Shauk.t .
Df thp constitution o f  P a k is ta n , Lahore:  Pakistan Lav Times
P u b l i c a t i o n  1962, pp. 16 -24 .

4 9 .  The F i r s t  Five year  plan ( 1 9 5 5 - 6 0 ) , K arach i :  1958, p. IP.
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c r e a t e d  the demand as w e l l  as the o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  I n i t i a t e  a rap id
50p r o c e ss  o f  s o c i a l  and economic c h a n g e " .1 The enthusiasm and id e a 

l i sm  d i s p la y e d  in  the F i r s t  Plan as a lso  w ith  o th er  plans v ere  

matched by a sense o f  r e a l i sm  and r a t i o n a l  approach. For example, 

e q u a l i t y  "vas not  i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean e q u a l i t y  o f  wealth or  income.

As long  as nature  endows us v i t h  unequal t a l e n t s  and m e r i t s ,  any 

attempt f o r c i b l y  to  e s t a b l i s h  an a r t i f i c i a l  e q u a l i t y  i s  bound t o  

f a i l  and produce d i s a s t r o u s  consequences  f o r  the economy. E q u a l i ty  

stands f o r  e q u a l i t y  in  the eye o f  law, in the eye o f  s o c i e t y ,  in  the 

eye o f  S ta te .  N e g a t i v e l y ,  i t  connotes  absence o f  d i s c r i m in a t i o n  o f  

a l l  k i n d s ,  I t  means the p r o v i s i o n  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  in proper r e l a t i o n  

t o  t a l e n t s  and c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  each member so that  no one la c k s  a 

chance t o  r i s e  in  l i f e  and each gets  an o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  d e v e lo p  the 

b e s t  that  he has in  h i m " .5 lThe gu id ing  c o n s id e r a t i o n  behind the 

F i r s t  Five year  plan vas t o  c r e a t e  the maximum i n c e n t i v e s ,m o t i v a t i o n s , 

and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a l l  concerned  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  tova rd s  d e v e lo p 

ment. I t  s t a t e d  "Our approach in a l l  cases  has been in f lu e n c e d  by

the c o n t r i b u t i o n  e x p e c te d  tovards  the development o f  human persona
ge

11 ty  in  a f r e e  s o c i e t y " .

The broad e d u c a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  during  the F i r s t  Plan per iod  

were s ta te d  as f o l l o w s :  (a)  s u b s t a n t i a l  Improvement in the q u a l i t y

o f  primary,  s e co n d a ry ,  and c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n ; ( b ) a la rg e  expansion  

o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  e d u ca t io n  and t r a in i n g  in the t e c h n i c a l ,  v o c a t i o n a l

50 .  Oj). c l t . . 21, P .2.
51- I b i d . .  P .3 .  See a lso  P ak is ta n .  The Second Five Year_KtaH

( 1 9 6 0 -65 ) . P.XIV.

52 . I b i d . . p .6 .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



148

and p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i e l d s  to  provide  the tra ined  manpower needed in  

a l l  s e c t o r s  o f  the development programmes; anr! ( c )  opening o f  new 

s c h o o l s  as f a s t  as r e s o u r ce s  perm it ted ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  the r e l a t i v e l y  

backward a r e a s . 53

The F i r s t  F ive  Year Plan and L i b r a r i e s

In  a co u n try  l i k e  Pakistan where i l l i t e r a c y  re ig n ed  supreme, 

mass e d u ca t io n  was h ard ly  p o s s i b l e  v i t h o u t  v e i l - s t o c k e d  and w e l l -  

o rg a n ised  l i b r a r i e s .  In view o f  the importance o f  l i b r a r i e s  p a r t i 

c u l a r l y  in  the f i e l d  o f  e d u ca t io n  in  an age o f  s c i e n c e  and te ch n o 

l o g y ,  there  vas the n e c e s s i t y  o f  a network o f  l i b r a r y  systems th ro u 

ghout the c o u n t r y .  System atic  planning and v ig o r o u s  implementation 

o f  the plan vas thus n e ce s s a ry  f o r  b r in g in g  Into  be ing  such a network.

While g i v in g  p r i o r i t y  t o  edu ca t ion  at a l l  l e v e l s  the Planning 

Board a lso  c o n s id e r e d  the importance o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  c o l l e g e s  and 

U n i v e r s i t i e s .  I t  proposed th a t  c o l l e g e s  would be improved during 

the plan p er iod  p r im a r i ly  through b e t t e r  t r a i n i n g  o f  s t a f f  and 

improvement o f  l i b r a r i e s .  I t  vas s ta ted  in th °  plan that  "These
4

needs must in  g e n era l  t a k e  p r i o r i t y  over  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  nev b u i l -
54

d i n g s ,  though in some ca se s  the l a t e r  are e q u a l l y  im p o r ta n t " .

The Plan r e c o g n i s e d  that  there  cou ld  not be development o f  c o l l e g e s  

w ith ou t  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s .  I t  pointed  out the B o a r d 's  

understanding  about the r o l e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in the h igher  e d u c a t i o n .

I t  a l s o  emphasised that  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  ought t o  take 

p r i o r i t y  over  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  new b u i l d i n g s .  In s im i la r  s p i r i t  

the  Board po in ted  out th a t  "as in  the case o f  C o l l e g e s ,  . . . t h e

53. I b i d . , p . 544.

54 .  I b i d . ,  p . 52.
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f i r s t  needs o f  the u n i v e r s i t i e s  are t o  improve t h e i r  s t a f f ,

equipment,  l a b o r a t o r i e s  and l i b r a r i e s . " ^ H e r e  a lso  the Board put

p r i o r i t y  t o  development o f  l i b r a r i e s  over o ther  asp ects  o f  u n iv e r -  ,

s i t y .  In  d e t a i l i n g  the fu n c t i o n s  o f  I n s t i t u t e s  in th* u n i v e r s i t i e s

i t  s t a t e d  that  one o f  the important  fu n c t io n  -was the " p r o v i s i o n  o f

l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  or  the supplementing o f  the e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .

 ̂ Observing the d e p lo r a b l e  p o s i t i o n  o f  r e se a rc h  and study in  the then

P a k is ta n ,  i t  vas  s ta te d  th a t  " l i b r a r i e s  d id  not  p r o v i d e  adequate

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  and s tu d y 1' . '  The Board again put emphasis

in  opening nev l i b r a r i e s .  I t  vas  fu r th e r  s ta te d  th a t  the c o l l e g e s

and u n i v e r s i t i e s  vere  the growing ce n tre s  o f  c u l t u r a l  I n f l u e n c e ,

So i t  vas  proposed that  " they  should v iden  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  by opening

t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s  and e x h i b i t s  t o  the genera l  p u b l i c  and by o r g a n is in g
, ,  ,, 58

c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  the b e n e f i t  o f  surrounding  communl.ty . 

f Thus i t  urged and charged the c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  open

t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s .

The Board encouraged p r iv a te  i n t e r e s t s  t o  promote and h e l p

c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t s  o f  a l l  k in d s .  For the development o f  l i b r a r i e s

i t  recommended the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  "endowments t o  support  l i b r a r i e s .

Further  i t  recommended a very  important method o f  deve lopnent  o f

55.  I b i d . , p. 194.

56.  I b i d . )  p . 576.
57.  Pak is tan .  The F i r s t  F i v e , year  Planj, 1955-601,  p . 580.

58 .  I b i d .  , p . 590.

59 .  I b i d . . p.  588.
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L i b r a r i e s  in  c o l l e g e  s t a t i n g  "Only c o l l e g e s  v h i c h  s a t i s f y  reasona b le  

h ig h  standard o f  l i b r a r y  should be r e co g n is e d  f o r  a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  

the u n i v e r s i t i e s . . . " ^  Thus the c o l l e g e s  in order  t o  be f i t  f o r  

a f f i l i a t i o n  had t o  maintain minimum d e s ir e d  standard o f  l i b r a r y  <

s e r v i c e s .  T h is  was a g rea t  p ressure  on the part  o f  the c o l l e g e s  f o r  

the  s u i t a b l e  development o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  f o r  g e t t i n g  

a f f i l i a t i o n  from the u n i v e r s i t i e s .  This a f f i l i a t i o n  would be renevetf

a c c o rd in g  t o  the Report  o f  the Board "on the b a s i s  o f  an in s p e c t i o n
1made not  l e s s  f r e q u e n t ly  than every  th ir d  y e a r " .  ' I t  a l s o  proposed

the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a "Committee on c u l t u r a l  a f f a i r s  t o  f o s t e r

i n t e l l i g e n t  i n t e r e s t  in and patronage fo r  t h i s  growing s id e  o f  our

n a t i o n a l  l i f e " . 62 A small  fund was provided  " t o  g ive  cont inued  su-
,63pport  t o  l i b r a r i e s  and o ther  c u l t u r a l  c e n t r e s . "

One o f  the s p e c i a l  and unique f e a t u r e  o f  the Plan vas th a t  , 

i t  recommended the e s ta b l i sh m en t  o f  v i l l a g e  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  l i t e r a c y  

e d u c a t i o n  in  the v i l l a g e s .  Tt vas s ta te d  "p lans  are be ing  made t o  

p rov id e  c i r c u l a t i n g  l i b r a r i e s  o f  primers and b u l l e t i n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  

the  development o f  v i l l a g e  l i f e . " ^ T h u s  we i e p  that  i t  no t  on ly  

proposed l i b r a r i e s  f o r  v i l l a g e s  but a l s o  in d i c a t e d  the m a te r ia l s  t o  

be kept  in  these  l i b r a r i e s  a ccord in g  t o  the requirement o f  d e v e lo p 

ment o f  v i l l a g e  l i f e .

6 0 .  I b i d  . ,  p . 5 7 3 .

6 1 .  I b i d .

6 2 .  I b i d . , p . 5 8 8 .

6 3 .  I b i d .

6 4 .  I b i d .
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During the F i r s t  Five Year Plan in 1957, the g o v t ,  o f  the

then Sast  Pakistan  provided in  t h e i r  r e g u la r  budget  a sun o f  Rs.
652 l a c s  f o r  r e g u la r  grants t o  n o n -g o v t ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s .  Tt vas

d e c id e d  th a t  the f o l l o w i n g  l i b r a r i e s  would be b e n e f i t e d  by lump

gran ts  out  o f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n : -

1. One l i b r a r y  at each d i s t r i c t  he adquarterA. More than one

in  b ig g e r  towns such as Dacca, Chittagong and Rajshahi cou ld  be

adm itted .  2 .  One l i b r a r y  at each o f  37 sub-dlv1 s i o n a l  headquarters

ex e lu d in g  those  towns v h ich  happened t o  be d i s t r i c t  t o o .  T h e se  vere

sm all  u n i t s  although not  in  a working c o n d i t i o n  in a l l  c a s e s . 3 . One

l i b r a r y  at each thana headquartera in the r u r a l  areas (356 in  number)

as and when u h i t s  came up out o f  l o c a l  i n i t i a t i v e .  Twenty f i v e  thanas
66on ly  r e p o r te d  l i b r a r i e s  and r e c e i v e d  gran ts .

The Economic Committee o f  the c a b in e t  in  i t s  m^etlnr held  on 

3rd A p r i l ,  1958 approved the scheme namely "Establishment o f  M obile  

l e n d in g  L i b r a r i e s "  fo r  the then Fast  Pakistan .  The Scheme aimed at. 

s t a r t i n g  60 c e n t r e s  o f  mobile  l e n d in g  l i b r a r i e s  throughout the * > 

p r o v i n c e . "Each c e n t r e  w i l l  remain in  charge o f  the c i r c l e  o f f i c e r  

who w i l l  arrange f o r  despatch  o f  boxes f u l l  o f  books t o  the p r e s i 

dent  o f  the unions th a t  l i e  w i t h i n  h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  The p re s id e n t  

o f  the union in  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w ith  the head o f  the i n s t i t u t i o n  o f

the h ig h e s t  grade in  the l o c a l i t y  s h a l l  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e s e  books t o
67 ■s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s  and other  members o f  the read ing  p u b l i c . "  Rs*

g o
3 .3 3  ( m i l l i o n )  was san ct ion ed  f o r  i t .  But no n o t i c e a b l e  progress  

was n o t i c e d  during  the plan p e r io d ,

65.  The need f o r  p u b l i c  L ib rary  Development, Dacca: ^ast  Pakistan 
L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  p . 23.

66. Tbid . , p .24 . „ . .
67 .  P ak is tan ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  Economic A f f a i r s .  Development pro ; )pets

9 ^ 9 ,p , 155.

ae? sanct ion ed  by th e Govt,  o f  Pakistan 
anager1, Government ■o'f v & v m  an P re s s ,
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P a k is t a n ' s  F i r s t  Five Year Plan was g e n e r a l l y  v e i l - r e c e i v e d  

by the peop le  o f  P ak is ta n .  The Plan was g e n e r a l ly  contended f o r  i t s  

s ta tem ents  o f  s o c i a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  Tt vas an attempt t o  plan the e c o 

nomy v i t h i n  the then e x i s t i n g  s o c i o -e c o n o m ic  framevork.  The p lanners  

h a rd ly  env isaged  any r a d i c a l  and fa r  reach in g  changes in the s t r u c tu r e  

o f  the economy. This  cou ld  e a s i l y  be exp la in ed  by the f a c t  that  i t  

 ̂ vas  the r e a c t i o n a r y ,  feuda l  e le m e n ts ,  v h ich  dominated and c o n t r o l l e d

the Pakistan Government at that  t im e .  Further ,  in d u s try  did not  

r e c e i v e  the a t t e n t i o n  th a t  i t  deserved  tak in g  i n t o  account the gene

r a l  economic backvardness  o f  P ak is ta n .

I t  must hovever  be admitted th a t  P a k is ta n 's  F i r s t  Five Year 

Plan s imply f a i l e d  to  achieve  the o b j e c t i v e s  and ta r g e ts  th a t  i t  se t

• b e f o r e  the c o u n t r y .  F i r s t l y  the Plan s ta r te d  l a t e .  Although i t  vas

sch e d u le d  t o  come i n t o  f o r c e  from July  1955, i t  d id  not  r e c e i v e  f o r -  

 ̂ mal approval  o f  the Government' u n t i l  1957. For t h i s  P a k is ta n 's

e x - r u l e r s  v ere  p r im a r i ly  t o  be blamed, be ing  t o o  busy v i t h  pover 

p o l i t i c s  and t o o  in s e cu re  in  power t o  ev in ce  any i n t e r e s t  in long  

range p lann ing .  Secondly  l i t t l e  or no attempt vas made t o  win the 

g o o d v i l l  and c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  the masses f o r  the su ccess  o f  the Plan. 

Adequate spade v o r k  vas not  d one  and no proper p u b l i c i t y  vas given 

t o  the P lan .  The r e s u l t  vas that  the Plan cou ld  not  secure  the 

w i l l i n g  and v h o le h e a r te d  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  the p e o p l e  o f  P ak is ta n ,  

f o r  i t s  s u c c e s s f u l  Implementation .  T h ir d ly  there  vere  c e r t a i n  events  

and happenings v h ich  the planners  had not  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

adverse  weather c o n d i t i o n s .  F ourth ly  the non -deve lopm ental  expen

d i t u r e  o f  Pakistan  g o v t .  In crea sed  much beyond e x p e c t a t i o n s .  F i f t h l y  

the  acute shortage  o f  a d m in is t ra t iv e  t a l e n t  and q u a l i f i e d  t e c h n i 

c ia n s  fu r th e r  h e ld  up the progress  o f  the Plan.r
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The F i r s t  Five Year Plan o f  Pakistan was prepared w ithout  

the h e l p  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  su p por t in g  data  which arp the raw m a te r ia ls  

f o r  any kind o f  p lann ing .  L ib r a r y  survey which i s  p r e - r e q u i s i t e  f o r  

l i b r a r y  planning was not  done b e f o r e  p lanning .  As such the planners 

c o u ld  not  i d e n t i f y  the p o s i t i o n  and problems o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  Pakis

t a n ,  and l i b r a r i e s  d id  not  get  due and s u f f i c i e n t  p lace  in  the plan 

pe!*iod. But the p lanners  r e c o g n is e d  the importance o f  l i b r a r i e s  

in  c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  ed u ca t io n  s p e c i a l l y  in  r e s e a r c h ,  Tt r e c o 

mmended the development o f  c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s .  But no

plan f o r  implementation was proposed .  The planners  did  n o t  th in k  

o f  the id e a  o f  network o f  l i b r a r i e s .  Tt i s  s u r p r i s in g  that  the p la 

nners were c o m p le te l y  s i l e n t  about th °  N a t iona l  L ib ra ry  and l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e s .  Vlhatever was s ta ted  on l i b r a r y  dovelopn^nt  was not  even 

comprehensive  and d e t a i l e d .  The plan did not  su g r e s t  as t o  how c o l l 

ege and u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  were t o  be improved.  No mention was
70

made about o th e r  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  l i b r a r i e s  v i z .  p u b l i c  and s p e c i a l  .

The Plan d id  not  m a t e r i a l i s e  the ph i losophy  behind the terms o f  

r e f e r e n c e  o f  the government r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the appointment o f  Planning 

Board 'and the d i r e c t i v e  p r i n c i p l e s 71 o f  the P a k is ta n 's  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

which came i n t o  f o r c e  on March 23, 1956. One o f  the terms o f  r e f e r e n c e

69 .  P ak is tan .  P r o j e c t  D i v i s i o n .  Dovi=iopTT.o-nt p r o j e c t s ; Progress  o f  
Ma.ior Schemes s a n c t i o n e d bv g o v t ,  o f  P a k is ta n . Kar achi :M anager , 
Govt,  o f  Pakistan P re s s ,  1959, p.P.

7 0 .  M ia ,  K. A.M. Shamsul Huda, " S u r v e y  o f  Government Planning o f  
l i b r a r i e s "  The ^astern  L i b r ari a n . V o l . 3 No. 4, 19t8J>. Cs.

71 .  P ak is ta n .  M in i s t r y  o f  Law. The C o n s t i t u t io n  o f  tho I s la m ic  
Republ ic  o f  P a k is ta n . K arach i :  Department o f  Films and P u b l i c a 
t i o n s ,  1956, pp. 19-20 .
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o f  the Planning Board vas " t o  promote the w e l fa r e  o f  the p e o p le "  

which co u ld  not  be deve loped  due to  l a c k  o f  l i b r a r y  development.

One o f  the fundamental d i r e c t i o n s  o f  the Pakistan C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f

1956 was t o  "p ro v id e  b a s i c  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e  SUch as e d u c a t i o n . . . ”73 

But l a c k  o f  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  was the fundamental problem with 

the spread o f  e d u ca t io n  as d e s i r e d  in  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

The o b j e c t i v e s  in c lu d i n g  l i b r a r y  development were not  adequa

t e l y  f u l f i l l e d  dur ing  the plan p e r i o d .  There v®re s e v e r a l  reasons  

f o r  t h i s  f a i l u r e - p o l i t i c a l  I n s t a b i l i t y ,  absence o f  susta ined  ende

avour ,  l a c k  o f  im aginat ive  approach t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  problem requ -
74

i r i n g  urgent  s o l u t i o n s  and non -observan ce  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  the Plan. 

Furthermore,  implementation was hampered by c e r t a i n  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  

f a c t o r s  such as e x c e p t i o n a l l y  un favourable  weather c o n d i t i o n s  and 

s e r i o u s  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  in  the s t a t e  o f  trade r e s u l t i n g  in a substan

t i a l  r e d u c t i o n  o f  the r e s o u r c e s  a v a i la b le  t o  the c o u n t r y .  While the 

F i r s t  Plan shotted a c l e a r  awarencess o f  the f a c t  that  economic deve 

lopment was a means t o  an end, nam°ly " t o  prov ide  r i c h e r  and f u l l e r  

l i f e  f o r  the p e o p le "  i t  d id  n o t  i n d i c a t e  a s im i l a r  awareness o f  the 

economic  va lue  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  So the economic v a l u e  o f  l i b r a r y  deve 

lopment was not  s t r o n g l y  emphasised.

7 2 .  P ak is tan .  The F i r s t  Five Y e ar Plan ( 1 9 5 5 - 5 6 ) . Karach i ;  1 9 5 0 ,p. 1.

73 .  P ak is tan .  M in i s t r y  o f  Law. The C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the Islamic.  
R epubl ic  o f  P a k is ta n . K arach i :  i>partment o f  Films and P u b l i 
c a t i o n s ,  1956. p. 19.

7 4 .  P ak is ta n .  Planning Commission. The Second F ive-Year  P la n ( i 960-6,^  
K arach i :  I960 ,  p. XTTT.

72
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Report  o f  thp E du ca t ion a l  Rpf orms Commissi o n : ^ast  Pakistan:
1957 and l i b r a r i e s

The F i r s t  Fivp Year Plan though conta in ed  s e l f - i m p o r t a n t  

p d u c a t i o n a l  devplopment p lan ,  e d u ca t ion  in P ak is tan ,  s p e c i a l l y  

in  East Pakistan vas in a s ta te  o f  about complete  breakdown. Thp 

systpm o f  pd u ca t ion  which vas p r e v a i l i n g  in ^ast  Pakistan at that  

time was u n s u i ta b le  from th® s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  s ta n d p o in t .  The s t r u c -  

turp o f  e d u ca t io n  vas hard h i t  by th® P a r t i t i o n  o f  Tndia. Of thp 

two wings o f  P a k is ta n ,  East Pakistan vas worst  h i t  dup t o  th»  migra

t i o n  o f  m a jo r i t y  o f  Hindu t e a ch e rs  t o  I n d i a .  So the ^ast  Pakistan 

Government in  order  t o  b u i ld  thp p d u ca t io n a l  s t r u c t u r e  formpd the 

E d u ca t io n a l  Rpforms Commission in 1957 in accordance with thp Reso

l u t i o n  Mo. 29-Edn. datpd thp °rd January, 1957, o f  the Govprnmpnt 

o f  ^ a s t  Pakistan t o  advi sp thp thpn P r o v in c ia l  Government on th®
7 5

r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the p n t i r p  system o f  p d u ca t io n .  

P a r t ly  owing t o  thp time l i m i t  spt  by Govprnmpnt and p a r t ly  dup to  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  u t i l i t y  thp Commission issupd  a com p arat ivp ly  shor t  

Rpport embodying mainly t h e i r  rpcommpndat 1 ons on v a r io u s  stagps  o f  

p d u ca t io n  and av o id in g  e x p la n a to ry  essays  as much as p o s s ib le .T h e  

Commission is s u e d  q u e s t io n n a irp  on the v a r io u s  aspects  o f  thp systpm 

o f  e d u ca t io n  and cons idprpd  them bp forp  subm itt ing  th p i r  recommen- 

d a t i  o n s .

The Commission vas c o n s t i t u t p d  with the f o l l o v i n g : -

75 .  Govt ,  o f  s 'ast P ak is ta n .  Chie f  Mini s t e r  T s S e c r e t a r i a t .  Re port
o f  the Educa t i onal R e fo r ms Commis si on: ^ast  Pakistan 1957, Dh ak a : 
O f f i c e r  on Sppci al  Duty (Home departm ent) ,  wast  Pakistan Govt. 
P r e s s ,  1957, p . l .
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1. C h i « f  M i n i s t e r , ^ast  P ak is t  an-Chair^an. Members: ( ? )

Dr. Mahmood Hasan, Chairman, P ub l ic  S^rvi c °  Commission, ^ast  

P a k is ta n ,  (3 )  Dr.M .Q.Khuda, D i r e c t o r ,  R eg ional  L a b o r a t o r i e s ,  Dhaka,

(4 )  Mr. Akhter Hameed Khan, P r i n c i p a l ,  V i c t o r i a  C o l lp p o ,  C o n c i l i a ,

(5 )  Mr. Abu L a i s ,  Retirpd D i r e c t o r  o f  P ub l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Assam and 

Hony. P r i n c i p a l ,  M aulvibazar  C o l l e g e ,  s y lh p t ,  (6 )  Dr. Govinda Chan

d ra  Dev, P r o f e s s o r ,  Dacca U n iv e r s i t y  and (7)  D i r e c t o r  o f  P ub l ic
76I n s t r u c t i o n ,  ^ a s t  P ak is tan ,  Dacca, Member S e cr e ta ry .

The Commission he ld  i t s  f i r s t  meetinp in  the housp o f  thp

C h i e f  M in i s t e r  on February ? ,  1957. Tn welcoming th<-> n’pn'b^rs o f  the

Commission the C h i e f  M in i s t e r  e x p la in e d  t o  them the o b j e c t s  o f  thp

Commission and rpquested  th^m t o  eyp r t  t h e i r  very  b e s t  t o  o u t l in e  a

sound e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  and pvo lve  a system o f  edu ca t ion  that  would

b e s t  s u i t  thp needs and thp genius o f  thr> ppopl^ o f  ^ast  P ak istan .

He s a id :  "Education  in  ^ast  Pakistan i s  faced  v i t h  a dual problem.

Q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  i t  i s  at i t s  very  b e g in n in g ,  havlnp b a r e ly  touched

the f r in g e  o f  the  p o p u la t i o n .  Mass l i t e r a c y  and mass pducat ion  are

the e s s e n t i a l  p r e - c o n d i t i o n s  o f  a s u c c e s s f u l  democracy.  Tn support ing

the e x t e n s io n  o f  f f a n c h ie p  in England, r)isra®l1 sa id  in 1B70: 'We
 ̂ 77must educate  our m asters ,  i . p .  the masses. This  vas more true  in  

t h i s  country  in  1957. B efore  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  independent t h in k in ?  vas

76 ,  T b id . p . 2.

77 .  Government o f  ^ast  P ak is tan ,  Bureau o f  E d u ca t ion a l  T n fo rmat ion  
and S t a t i s t i c s ,  Education D i r e c t o r a t e .  Chronol o ry o f  proyth o f  
Educ a t i  on (1 6 0 0 -1 9 6 6 ) ,  Dhaka: ^a s t  Pakistan Government P ress ,
T5E6, pp. r ’,1?, 10 and 14. ’
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n o t  p o s s i b l e  in  thp vay that  vas d e s ir e d  in a democracy vhprp an 

i n d i v i d u a l  must form h i s  independent judgment on a l l  kinds o f  s o c i a l  

and p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  and d e c id e  h i s  own course  o f  a c t i o n .  Tt i s  

t h e r e f o r e , im p era t ive  that  vip chanr°  our a t t i t u d e  and course  o f  

a c t i o n  and endeavour t o  d e v e lo p  a system o f  e d u ca t ion  vh ich  w i l l  

enable  our younger gpnerat ion  t o  r e a l i s e  thp trup n a t i o n a l  i d e a l . " 78

As reg a rd s  thp mpthod o f  e d u ca t ion  he s a id ,  "Our mpthod o f  

pduc a t i  on vas vpry  f a u l t y .  I t  may bp c h a r a c t e r i s e d  as p r im a r i ly  

t h e o r e t i c a l  and l a r g p l y  b o o k is h .  Tt d o e S not evoke the s c i e n t i f i c  

s p i r i t ,  nor has i t  any re lPvance  t o  thp s ta rk  r e a l i t i e s  and s o c i a l  

problems f a c i n g  the country  and the community".

The Commission r e co g n is e d  the importance o f  l i b r a r i e s  in 

e d u c a t i o n  and s ta te d  " L ib r a r i e s  In p d u ca t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a l o n r -  

w ith  l a b o r a t o r i e s  arp thp con verg in g  po in ts  o f  academic a c t i v i t i e s .  

Guided as v e i l  as independent r e a d in r  around the cou rse  o f  study 

pncourage enq u iry  and v id en  o u t l o o k .  Glvpn frpp access  t o  books on
(

open s h e l v e s ,  books do not f a i l  t o  s t im u late  read ing  fo r  p l e a s u r e ,
PiOf o r  in fo r m a t io n  and fo r  knowledge" .  The Committep made many r e c o 

Ol
mmendations on many aspects  o f  edu ca t ion  and v h i l °  making recommen

d a t i o n s  on Secondary E ducat ion ,  i t  emphasised the noQd and p o t e n t ia l  

o f  Schoo l  l i b r a r y  in the f o l l o w i n g  sentenees :  nl?v « r y  secondary  s ch o o l

78 .  Government o f  ^ a s t  Pak is tan .  Chie f  M i n i s t e r 1 s S e c r e t a r i a t .
R eport  o f  the ^ducatl onal  R e fo r m Commissi on: ^a s t  P ak is tan .  19 .r 7 , 
Dhaka: O f f i c e r  on S p e c ia l  ^uty (Home departm ent ) ,  ^ast  Pakistan 
Government P re s s ,  1957, p . 2.

79 .  T b l d .

80.  T b l d . . pp. 13S-P6.

81 . I b i d .  . pp. 136 -154 .
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shou ld  have a v e i l - e q u i p p e d  l i b r a r y :  c l a s s  l i b r a r i e s  an  ̂ s u b j e c t  

l i b r a r i e s  should a lso  be f u l l y  u t i l i s e d .  Trained l i b r a r i a n s  should 

be prov ided  in  a l l  secondary  s c h o o ls  and t e a c h e r s  should b° g iv e n ,  

as fa r  as p r a c t i c a b l e ,  some t r a i n i n g  in the b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  

l i b r a r y  -work in  the T ra in ing  C o l l e g e s  as v e i l  as through r e f r e s h e r  

c o u r s e s .  The s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  sh o u ld ,  so fa r  as p o s s i b l e ,  make t h e i r  

 ̂ f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  to  the l o c a l  p u b l ic  and every  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y

should have s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  f o r  younger p e o p le .  T ra in in g  C o l l e g e s  

shou ld  prepare a comprehensive l i s t  o f  book s ,  both Eng l ish  and 

B enga l i  s p e c i a l l y  on e d u c a t i o n ,  s u i t a b le  f o r  secondary s ch o o l  l i b r a 

r i e s  and a minimum e s s e n t i a l  standard be s e t  f o r th  f o r  each s c h o o l .

S u i ta b le  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  th °  guidance and i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  t e a 

c h e r s  should be produced by the n i r ° c t o r a t e  o f  Education and the
82

D i r e c t o r a t e  should be adequately  equipped f o r  t h i s  ipria pu rp ose " .

4 Tt fu r th e r  s t a t e d " . . .  School  l i b r a r i e s  and pu b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  should

be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  them f o r  c o n t in u a t i o n  e d u c a t i o n " .

While recommending f o r  l i b r a r i e s  in  C o l l e g e s  the c o m i s s i o n  

s t r e s s e d  the need and development o f  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  and s ta ted  

t h a t  "C o l le g e  l i b r a r i e s  must have p lenty  o f  read in g  space and should 

be s t a f f e d  by t r a in e d  l i b r a r i a n s .  A cou rse  o f  t r a in i n g  in l i b r a r y  

s c i e n c e  should be organ ised  f o r  th*» c o l l e t s .  Each department in  

a degree  c o l l e g e  should maintain a seminar l i b r a r y  and read ing  room 

and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  a c e r t a i n  number o f  seminar ^ o u p s  and d i s c u 

s s i o n s  should be compulsory  f o r  a l l  d<=gr^ s t u d e n t s " .

82. T bid . ,  p .41.

83. Tbid. , p . 12.

84. Tbid . , p .41 .
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Thus the Commission recommended that  both  " the  Schoo ls  and 

c o l l e g e s  should bp he lped  f o r  an a l l -a ro u n d  deveiopment o f  t h ° i r  

l i b r a r i e s  v h i c h  should prov ide  sp ac iou s  read ings  rooms, l i b e r a l  

borrow ing  f a c i l i t i e s  and f r e e  a cce ss  t o  th°  bu lk  o f  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n  

and wherever p o s s i b l e  s ch o o l  and c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  may be s t r e n g th 

ened and persuaded t o  give  p a r t - t im e  pu b l ic  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  t o  the 

ne ighbourhood  pending o r g a n is a t i o n  o f  -whole-time p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  

 ̂ „ 85 s e r v i c e

The Commission gave due emphasis t o  l i b r a r y  t r a i n i n g  and said  

"L ib ra ry  t r a i n i n g  courses  on a s ta b le  b a s i s  should bp organ ised  by 

the U n i v e r s i t i e s  ■which may be s u i t a b l y  helped fo r  the purpose;  shor t  

c e r t i f i c a t e  and r e f r e s h e r  c o u r s e s  should a lso  be o rgan ised  in  c o 

o p e r a t i o n  w ith  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e S " . 86I t  fu r th e r  recommended " sh ort

c o u r s e s  o f  l i b r a r y  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t e a c h e r s ,  arranged by competent autho

r i t i e s .  Teachers  t ra in e d  in  l i b r a r y  management should be plven s p e c i a l
87allowance f o r  t h e i r  a d d i t i o n a l  vfork*" '

R ecogn is in g  the importance and neetf o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i 

f i e d  l i b r a r i a n  i t  recommended, r,The old o u t l o o k  that  c l e r k s  should 

be p laced  in  charge o f  l i b r a r i e s  should be chanced an- p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  

t r a in e d  l i b r a r i a n s  should be given t h e i r  due rank, emolument and 

s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  S ch oo l  L ib r a r ia n s  with t r a in i n g  both  as t e a c h e r s  and 

l i b r a r i a n s  should r e c e i v e  s u i t a b l e  al lowances in  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  Adequate f u l l - t i m e  an* t ra in e d  l i b r a r y  s t a f f ,

8 5 .  I b i d . ,  PP. 1 5 P - 5 4 .

8 6 .  I b i d .

8 7 .  I b i d . ,  P a r t - T  , p . ^9 .
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In keep ing  v i t h  the s i z e  o f  c o l l e c t i o n  and c l i e n t e l e ,  should be 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  along v i t h  expansion  o f  t h e i r  

l i b r a r i e s ' 1

Tn order  t o  provide  read ing  f a c i l i t i e s  g e n e r a l ly  t o  adult  

l i t e r a t e s  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  neo-11 t e r a t e s ^ t o  save them from 

r e la p s e  the Commissi on recommended p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  L e g i s l a t i o n  and 

thus s ta te d  th a t  l i b r a r i e s  should prow r a p i d ly  4n the c o u n t r y - s i d e .

To ensure t h i s  a " s u i t a b l e  l e g i s l a t i o n  making adopt ive  p r o v i s i o n s  

f o r  l o c a l  l e v y  or i s s u e  o f  bonds by duly c o n s t i t u t e d  a u t h o r i t i e s
q0shou ld  be passed as e a r l y  as p o s s i b l e ” ." Tt a l s o  recommended " c i r -

Q]
c u l a t i n g  l i b r a r i e s "  f o r  adult  e d u c a t i o n . "  The Commission r e co g n is e d  

the importance o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  and s ta ted  th a t  P ub l ic  l i b r a r i e s  v i t h  

f r e e  access  t o  a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  people were regarded  as the 'p e o p l e s '  

U n i v e r s i t i e s * .  They h e l p  p d ucat lon  as a l i f e - l o n g  p r o c e s s ,  provide  

f u s e f u l  r e c r e a t i o n  in  the shape o f  p leasurab le  read ing  and s e r v i c e

as c e n t r e s  o f  adult  ed u ca t ion  (n ot  l i t e r a c y ) .  They are regarded as 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  in fo rm a l  e d u c a t i o n .  Manned by peop]® o f  sound edu

c a t i o n a l  background v i t h  a genuine l o v e  f o r  books and f la v ou r  f o r  

e ood r e a d i n g ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  can o r g a n i s e  1 a^vl s o r v ' and ' i n f o r 

mation* s e r v i c e s  which s t im u la te  the populace i n t o  r e a d in r  f o r  

v a r io u s  p u rp oses ,  e . g .  f o r  p l e a s u r e ,  f o r  knowledge an  ̂ f o r  i n f o r 

mation about how t o  do ,  t o  make, reps ,  i r ,  assemble,  p r e p a r e , s t o r e ,

160

88. I b i d . ,  OjD.Cit. 75 .  pp. l5 n -5 4 .

89.  Tndia .  M i n i s t r y  o f  E du ca t ion .  Report o f  the Edu c a t i on Commission 
(1 96 4 -6 6 )  Education and Nati o n a l  npypjopment 1966, D e l h i : General 

Manager, Govt ,  o f  Tndia P re s s ,  pp»4n8-,'?0 .

90 .  Op.P i t . 75 .  p . 154.

91 .  O g .C i t .  87. p . 44 .
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c o n s e r v e ,  s e l l ,  buy ,  c a l c u l a t e  c o s t  and so on.  Tn short  modern 

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  att°mpt t o  serve  the people  v i t h  l i t e r a t u r e  and 

in fo r m a t io n  t o u c h in g  the l i f e  o f  man at a l l  p o i n t s .  The Commission 

observed  th a t  l i f e  in  th* present  s ta re  o f  man’ s growth as vp 11 as 

in  i t s  fu r th e r  p r o p r e s s ,  vas  dependent on a v a s t  mass o f  human 

knowledge poo led  in  books now in  such p r o l i f i c  p roduct ion  as to

b a f f l e  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l  attem pts ,  even very  narrow s u b j e c t - v i s e  a t t -
9 2empts,  t o  keep pace v i t h  i t .  So the Commission recommended that

"Free p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r i e s  In e d u c a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  must,

be b u i l t  up t o  work In c o n c e r t  f o r  s tream lin in g  a dem ocratic  system 
93o f  e d u c a t i o n " .

The Commission paid a t t e n t i o n  t o  th°  p repara t ion  o f  b i b l i o 

graphy o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a te r ia ls  and aids n e c e s s a r y  fo r  e f f i c i e n t  

i n s t r u c t i o n  in  primary s c h o o l s .  I t  a l so  recommended th* preparat ion  

o f  l i s t s  o f  j u v e n i l e  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  primary s c h o o l  c h i ld r e n  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  grades and annual s u p p l ie s  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  books f o r  c h i l d r e n

f o r  each s c h o o l  out o f  the sa id  l i s t s .  v

The Commission a l so  c o n s id e r e d  the importance o f  s p e c i a l  

l i b r a r i e s  and recommenced th at  ' ' a r r a n ^ p ^ t  be made e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  

by government or by the Text Book Board f o r  the purpose o f  making

money loans  t o  the p u b l i s h e r s  t o  improve the standard o f  book-
95i l l u s t r a t i o n s ' V

92 .  Qp.C i t . , 75 .  p . 15?.

93 .  T b i d . , 0 £ . C i t .  T. p. 154.

94 .  O f i . C i t . , 87. P . 15.

95 .  T b i d . , p. £?•
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Tt i s  no denying the f a c t  th a t  the Commission admitted the 

importance o f  l i b r a r i e s  in e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  the s e r v i c e s  

o f  f r e e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  as " p e o p l e ’ s u n i v e r s i t i e s 11, s c h o o l  and 

c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  w ith  l i b e r a l  borrowing f a c i l i t i e s ,  sh o r t  and long 

term t r a i n i n g  co u r s e s  in  l i b r a r 1anship in the U n iv e r s i t y  l e v e l ,  

r e s p e c t a b l e  s ta tu s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s  in the s o c i e t y ,  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  the 

a d u lt  l i t e r a t e s  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  n e o - l i t e r a t e s  and s u i t a b l e  l i b r a r y  

l e g i s l a t i o n .

Tt i s  n o t i c e a b l e  from the Report th a t  even twenty e i g h t  years  

b a ck ,  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  and e x p e r t s  in edu ca t ion  s t r e s s e d  the in d is p e n -  

s l b l e  and p r e s s in g  need fo r  e s ta b l i s h m e n t ,  development and reforms 

o f  l i b r a r i e s  o f  a l l  t y p e s - p u b l i c , academic and s p e c i a l  in the f i e l d  

o f  e d u ca t i o n  In t h i s  coun try  but i t  did not  u n fo r tu n a t e ly  mention 

anything re g a r d in g  the r o l e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n .

But i t  s t r e s s e d  the need f o r  p o t e n t i a l s  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in u n i v e r s i t y  

e d u c a t i o n .  Though the recommendations -were v a l u a b l e ,  these  were not  ' 

implemented p a r t ly  due to  l a c k  o f  l i b r a r y  development apency in the 

p ro v in ce  at th a t  t im e .  Like o th er  r e p o r t s  i t  a l s o  put forward the 

problems o f  l i b r a r y  development and made s u g p e s t io n  fo r  improvement. 

But i t  d id  n o t  su gg est  the plan f o r  Implementation o f  the s u g g e s t i o n .  

3ven i f  a minor p o r t io n  o f  the above Report  would be implemented 

th ere  would n o t  have so much degra d a t ion  in a l l  l e v e l s  o f  ed u ca t ion  

as i t  i s  t o d a y .

The Kev R eport  (1957)

Tn s p i t e  o f  a l l  the prev iou s  plans c o n t a in in g  l i b r a r y  d e v e l o p 

ment, the l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  in Pakistan was d e p l o r a b l e .  The l i b r a r y  

development plans s ta te d  e a r l i e r  were not  so pragmatic  as they  ought

162 ■
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t o  have been .  No l i b r a r y  e x p e r t  -was I n d u e d  in th*5 above plans f o r  

prep a r in g  p lan s /s ch em es .  Thp g o v t ,  o f  Pakistan r e a l i s i n g  th® impor

tance  o f  a comprehensive l i b r a r y  development programme commissioned 

M r.L .C .  Key, an A u stra l ia n  L ib r a r y  e x p e r t  f o r  preparing  an ex p er t  

l i b r a r y  development r e p o r t  f o r  the  whole o f  P ak istan .

In 1955 the f i r s t  l i b r a r y  e x p e r t  vas brought  to  thp U n iv e r s i t y
Qg

o f  Peshawar L ib r a r y  under the T nter -C o l l® pe  Exchange Programme.'

In 1956 th re e  f o r e i g n  l i b r a r y  e x p e r ts  came to  Pakistan in one s in g l e

y ear  w h i le  one o f  them came under UNESCO's T e c h n ic a l  A ss is ta n ce

Programme t o  s e t  up the Pakistan N at iona l  S c i e n t i f i c  and T e ch n ic a l
97Documentation Centrp (PANSDOC) at Karachi(oppn°d 1n 1957) ,  the other  

two were commissionpd to  serve  as a d v isers  t o  the Govprnm^nt L ib r a r ip s  

and to  s e t  up a N a t io n a l  In fo rm a t ion  Centre at L iaquat  N a t io n a l  L ib 

r a ry  l o c a t e d  at K arach i .  One o f  thesp m iss ions  ( e . g .  the s e t t i n g  

up o f  a N a t io n a l  In form a tion  C entre)  was premature s incp  thp Liaquat 

N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  was in  i t s  e a r l y  s tages  o f  development and i t s  s e r 

v i c e s  were g r e a t l y  handicapped by the u n s u i ta b le  qu arters  in  which 

i t  was then housed .  However, during  Mr. J .C .  Sharp 's  sh o r t  s ta cy  o f

th ree  months, he c o u ld  accomplish  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  the l i b r a r y ,
98The l i b r a r y  e x p e r t ,  L.C.Key camp under the Colombo Plan. He submittpd 

a r e p o r t  e n t i t l e d  Report  and p r o p o s a ls  on the e s ta b l i sh m en t  o f  l i b r a 

r i e s  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in  P a k is ta n . Mr.Key was deputed by the

9 6 .  S i d d l q u i ,  Akhtar H. L ib ra ry  Resources  o f  P a k is ta n , Karach i :  p . ? 4 .

(__ __ _____  _____ j. __-n-r-irt tmd Tor*Vnnlf'a1 Llbr arips in

P. 89.
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A u s t ra l ia n  Govt, in  1955 in response  t o  thp re qu e s t  from the Govt, 

o f  Pakistan t o  s ° rv e  fo r  12 months as L ib ra ry  c o n s u l t a n t .  He vas 

attached  to  thp M i n i s t r y  o f  Education  and -was requested  t o  work up 

on a comprehensive programme o f  L ib ra ry  development and r e o r g a n is a 

t i o n .  His terms o f  o f f i c e  c a l l e d  f o r  p rep a ra t ion  o f  development plans

f o r  d i f f e r e n t  types  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  t o  p r e s c r ib e  standard f o r  r e c r u i t -
99ment,  t r a i n i n g ,  b u i ld i n g  and equipment.

Mr. Key ^as able  t o  submit h i s  proposa ls  which covered  o n ly  

158 t y p e - w i t t e n  f o o l s c a p  pages .  The r e p o r t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  8 p a r t s .

Part  I  was " I n t r o d u c t i o n " ,  the second gave a gen era l  s u r v e y  fo l lo w e d  

by an o u t l i n e  o f  p r o p o s a l s ,  and the remaining parts  were deveted  t o  

the  d e t a i l e d  p ro p o s a ls  and recommendations re g a rd in g  the improvement 

o f  v a r io u s  l i b r a r i e s ,  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n ,  and t a b l e s  o f  f inan ce  i n v o l 

ved .

D e s c r ib in g  the scope and c o v e r a p e  o f  the R epor t ,  M r .Key s a i d ,  

"This  r e p o r t  d e a ls  w ith  the adequacy or otherw ise  o f  the ey is t i .ng  

l i b r a r y  s t r u c t u r e  o f  Pakistan aga in st  the back-ground o f  present  

and l i k e l y  fu ture  requ irem ents ,  and makes c e r t a i n  proposa ls  f o r  

improvement and deve lopm ent11."*’ He surveyed the needs an  ̂ r e q u i r e 

ments o f  the then Pakistan as regards  L i b r a r i e s  in  a country  under

g o in g  o v e r a l l  development and f e l t  that  those  d i v e r s e  and important 

needs inposed  a v i d e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  vh ich  cou ld  not  be ra-t by a 

s i n g l e  type o f  l i b r a r y  and i t  c a l l - d  f o r  an ^ p e r t l y  o rgan ized  and

9 9 .  Key, L .C .  Rcnort  and p r o p o s als  on th» c s t j b l l g h g n t  o f  improve -
pent  o f  L ib r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in P a k i s t an^ p .S .

100. I b i d . , p . l .
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d i r e c t e d  system, o f  l i b r a r i e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  kinds and s i z p s ,  and 

■with book c o l l e c t i o n s ,  s e r v i c e s ,  an^ s t a f f  adapted to  thp p a r t i c u l a r  

fu n c t i o n s  and c l i e n t e l e  o f  f a c h .  He mentioned th a t  thp then e x i s t i n g  

l i b r a r i e s  d id  not  me°t those  r ^ q u i r f ' ^ n t s ,

M r .K e y 's  survey can be summed up in t h i s  way. He found that  

the then n a t i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  werp u n d e r -d e v p lo p e d , no 

modern p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  vas at a l l  a v a i l a b l p ,  acadpmic l i b r a r i p s  

v e r e  below the standard d e s i r a b l e  in such organs o f  highpr p d u ca t io n ,  

th ere  vas a c r i t i c a l  s e a r c i t y  o f  p r o f p s s 4 onal  l i b r a r i a n s  competent 

t o  take charge o f  l i b r a r y  p o l i c y ,  plan and s e r v i c e ,  and organ ize
t

c o l l e c t i o n s  f o r  the purpose ,  th ere  vas no l i b r a r y  c o o p e r a t i o n  and vas 

shorta ge  o f  s u i t a b lp  b u i ld in g  and equipment. d e s c r ib e d  thp l i b r a r y  

s i t u a t i o n  then e x i s t i n g  in  Pakistan in  thesp v o r d s :  "The Liaquat 

N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  p r o p e r ly  env isaged  as a g rea t  N a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  

at  present  e x i s t s  as a nucleus  o n l y ,  in a d eq u a te ly  houspd, w ithout  

proper  s t a f f ,  and unable to  d i s c h a rg e  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  Government, 

s c h o l a r s h i p ,  o ther  l i b r a r i p s  in Pakistan or thp p u b l i c .  Thp N ationa l  

Assembly L ib r a r y ,  s t i l l  c o m p ara t iv e ly  sm a l l ,  has b^pn v i g o r o u s l y  

d e v e lo p e d  and "asIs? ably o r g a n is e d .  Thp v a r io u s  M i n i s t r i e s  havp set  

up many l i b r a r i e s ,  some a lready  r p l a t i v e l y  la r g e  but very  unpven in 

s t a f f i n g  and e f f i c i p n c y .  Thp C o u n c i l  f o r  S c i p n t i f i c  and I n d u s t r i a l  

Research i s  j u s t  beg inn ing  to  b u i ld  up i t s  hi ghly sp.^ci a l i s t  l i b r a — 

r i p s .  A l l  these  l i b r a r i p s  o f  thp Cpntral  Govprnmpnt are at prpspnt 

i s o l a t e d  u n i t s  each unaware o f  the othprs  h o ld in g s  and with frequent  

and unnecessary  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  b o o k s to c k  v h i l e  some p s s p n t i a l  t o p i c s  

are n e g l e c t e d . . .  Faced as i t  i s  v l t h  a v i r t u a l l y  nev l i b r a r y  s i t u a 

t i o n ,  Pakistan  has a unique o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  adopt a p o l i c y  o f  govern

ment l i b r a r y  c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  the absence o f  v h ich  in  t h e i r  own forma

t i v e  s ta ge  o f  l i b r a r y  development i s  r e g r e t t e d  in s e v e r a l  o f  the
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oth e r  advanced c o u n t r i e s ,  "which would produce a s u p e r io r  s e r v i c e  y e t  

permit  o v e r a l l  f i n a n c i a l  s a v in g s . .  .The u n i v e r s i t y  l l b r a r i o s . . . a l l  

need more t r a i n e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  in p ro p e r ly  graded p o s i t i o n s  

so th a t  t e c h n i c a l  process  may be Improved, f a u l t y  past c a t a lo g u in g  

c o r r e c t e d ,  c u r re n t  intake  p r o p e r ly  d e a l t  w ith ,  arrears  over ta ken ,  

and s e r v i c e  to  f a c u l t y  and students  put on a reason a b le  b a s i s . . .  

C o l l e g e  L i b r a r i e s  vary  In s i z e  from 1,500 t o  n e a r ly  50 ,000  v o l u m e s . . .  

almost i n v a r i a b l y  the books are on c l o s e d  access  ( tha t  i s  l o ck e d  up, 

so th a t  s tuden ts  are den l°d  the o p p ortu n ity  t o  handle and use them 

f r e e l y ) ,  and the l i b r a r i e s  remain op*=n only during  l e c t u r e  h o u r s . . .  

s t a f f s  are t o o  s m a l l . . .  and i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  t r a i n e d . . .  " p u b l i c  " L ib r a r i e s  

d e s p i t e  the h igh  m otives  o f  t h e i r  fou n ders ,  are now small  and unsui

t a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n s  lo ck e d  up in u s u a l l y  d e p re s s in g  q u a r te r s ,  with ohly  

c a r e ta k e r  s t a f f ,  o f f e r i n g  l i t t l e  more than some newspapers and popular

mazagines t o  t h e i r  few patrons and making no im press ion  whatever on
101

t h e i r  com m unit ies " .

Summarizing the thpn p r e v a i l i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  the l i b r a r i e s  he 

regarded  the u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  as "the most advanced group" which 

was c o m p a r a t iv e ly  w e l l - s t a f f e d .  But even th a t  group was b a d ly  in 

need o f  more t r a in e d  p r o f e s s i 6 n a l  s t a f f  In p r o p e r ly  graded p o s i t i o n s  

in  o rd e r  t o  get  t e c h n i c a l  p ro c e ss e s  Improved, f a u l t y  past c a t a lo g u in g  

c o r r e c t e d ,  c u r re n t  In - ta k e s  o f  m a t e r ia l s  p r o p e r ly  d e a l t  w i t h ,  work 

a r re a rs  wiped out and s ° r v i c e  t o  the f a c u l t y  and students  put on a 

r e a s o n a b le  b a s i s .  F urth er ,  a l l  the U n iv e r s i t y  L ib r a r i e s  had gaps 

in  bo th  monograph and p a r i o d i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  and th a t  those c o l l e c 

t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  expansion  a g a in s t  the s e t t i n g  up o f  new f a c u l t i e s

101. T b id . f P . 2.
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and e x t e n s io n  o f  r e s e a r c h .  Although many s c h o o l s ,  both Govt,  and

p r iv a te  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  secondary  s c h o o l s ,  had l i b r a r i e s ,  y e t  in
10

a gre a t  number o f  s c h o o l s  they were n o n - e x i s t e n t .

The scheme proposed th a t  the development o f  the Liaquat  JJa t ioh a l  

l i b r a r y  as the most important l i b r a r y ‘in Pakistan t o  be p laced  under 

a Board o F T r u s t e e s  c r e a te d  by c e n t r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The proposed 

n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  thus e s t a b l i s h e d  vas  t o  in c lu d e  the N a t io n a l  Assembly 

L ib r a r y  and the Pakistan S e c r e t a r i a t  L ib ra ry  as i t s  b ran ch es .  The 

o th e r  l i b r a r i e s  in c lu d e d  in  the scheme vere  two p r o v i n c i a l  l i b r a r i e s ,  

one in  each the then p r o v in c e ,  supported v i t h  "adequate p u b l i c  funds

„ 103f o r  i t s  n a in ta n a n ce " .
The scheme a l s o  ̂ proposed the e s ta b l i sh m en t  o f _ s i x  Jpublicj^ib- 

raries three  in  each province t o  serve as p i l o t  i i b r a r i e S .T h e _ l ? c a t i o n

o f  the s e T i b ^ i - ' s ' v ^ r e  'proposed  at Chi t tag on r K h u l n  a_and_ Rajsh ahi 

in  the t h ^ T ^ t  Pakistan an  ̂ Hyde ra b a d , geshavar m d j ^ t t a  In the 

therTwest  P a k is ta n .  A l l  the s ix  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  then_eXi s t i n g  In 

P ak istan  vere  a l s o  part o f  t h i s  development p lan ,  tvo_(Dhaka and 

P a n j a b i  v e re  a l s c T t o ^  the s e a t s  o f  the proposed library s c h o o l s .  

B e s id e s  , ten  c o l i c s  In each province v ere  a l so  t o  be deve lop /  under 

t h i s  scheme. The scheme proposed t o  s e t  up h igh standards throughout 

as the l i b r a r i e s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  development vere  to  serve as models   ̂

f o r  the fu ture  development o f  l i b r a r i - s  in P ak is tan .  The scheme

a l s o  in c lu d e d  a proposa l  f o r  s e t t i n g  up a c o ^ - i t t e e  to  su p e rv ise  the

102. I b i d . , PP. 4 - 5 .

103. I b i d . , p .5.
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development o f  these  l i b r a r i e s  v i t h  a f o r e i g n  p;xpert as a p r o j e c t  

d i r e c t o r  t o  s u p e rv i se  the o v e r a l l  d ev e lo p m e n t . ”̂ 4 ^Isewhpre in the 

R e p o r t ,  Key s a i d ,  "L ibra ry  c o o p e r a t i o n  r e s t s ,  on thp amply proved 

p r i n c i p l e  th a t  no s i n g l e  l i b r a r y  howevpr l a r g °  and w e l l  p r o v id e d ,  

can at a l l  t imes and from i t s  own r e so u r ce s  s a t i s f y  a l l  the l e g i t i 

mate demands th a t  may bp made upon i t ,  and th a t  the whole o f  the ' 

c o l l e c t i o n s  in  the country  should bp regardpd as a s in g l e  poo l  o f  

book r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  under s u i t a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  any u s e r " . - ^ 1̂ 

But o b s e r v in g  the ways and means o f  l i b r a r y  coop p ra t ion ^ ^ ^ in  thp l i g h t  

o f  t h i s  s tatpm ent,  Mr. Key po inted  out that  th p r°  had t i l l  then been 

no c o o p e r a t i o n  between l i b r a r i e s  in Pak istan .  Hp r p g a r ^ d  thp b e t t e r  

t r a i n e d  and b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  l i b r a r i a n s  in s u f f i c i p n t  number as the 

most urgent ne^d f o r  improvement o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  P ak is tan .  To him 

i t  was fundamental t o  the whole matter than morp books or new b u i l 

d i n g s .  But a f t e r  comparing thp a c tu a l  p o s i t i o n  v i t h  thp n*pds o f  thp

hour he c o u ld  not  h e l p  grading thp pprsonnpl p o s i t i o n  as " u n s a t i s -
107f a c t o r y " .

Mr.Key obsprvpd low s a l a r i e s  and a b s e n c e  o f  c a r p e r  p r o s p e c t s o ^

the main causes undpr ly ing  thp depressed  l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n .

H.e fu r th p r  obsprved th a t  able and ambitious persons tended

168

L04. Ifei d . , pp. 1 0 -1 9 ,  143.

105. I b i d . . p . 143.

106. Mohammad Abu Syed. "P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  in  ^,ast Pakistan-TTT" ,The 
Eastern  l i b r a r i a n . V o l .  ITT, Fo .  1968, p. 62,

107. Op.C l t . 4 .  p . 143.
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t o  avoid  l i b r a r y  sc r v i c p , or le a v e  i t  when o p p o r tu n ity  a r o s e ,  and 

the one who remained o f t e r  found h i m s e l f  c u r i o u s l y  w ithout  s t a t u s ,  

the servant  o f  a l l  and the equ a l  t o  none,  sometimes unconsulted  

even on p o l i c y  matters  a f f e c t i n g  h i s  own l i b r a r y .N o  body but Mr.

Key c o u ld  d e p i c t  s o  v i v i d l y  the thpn p r e v a i l in g  m iserab le  p l i g h t  

o f  l i b r a r i a n s .  Anyhow, he suggested  th at  in order  t o  a t t r a c t  and 

h o ld  able  and p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  t ra in e d  men and women needed t o  s u s ta in  

a worthy development programme, i t  would be n e ce s s a ry  t o  s e t  new 

s tandards  in  r e c r u i tm e n t ,  p rov ide  f u l l  time t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s ta nd a rd ,  adopt new s a la ry  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and assure l i b 

r a r ia n s  o f  s ta tu s  in  the community e q u iv a le n t  t o  o ther  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

works .
108

He s t r e s s e d  on the nepd o f  proper l e g i s l a t i o n  which ,  apart 

from other  t h i n g s ,  should e s t a b l i s h  the p r i n c i p l e  th a t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e  i s  f o r  a l l  people  on a b a s i s  o f  f r e e  and equal a c c e s s .

Thus summarising h i s  p ro p o sa ls  i t  can be sa id  that  he wanted 

the Government o f  P ak is tan :  ' ( I )  t o  de v e lo p  immediately  the Liaquat  

N a t io n a l  L ib ra ry  w h ich ,  as the n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y ,  must become the 

g rea tes t  in  the c o u n t r y ,  so that  i t  could^J>e_girL_tQ_ilunct1 on. Mr.Key 

sugg ested  in  d e t a i l  the s i g n i f i c a n t  f u n c t i o n s t o  be performed by the 

N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  when i t  vas in  a s t a t e  o f  f u l l  o p e r a t i o n ; ( i i )  t o  

d e v e lo p  the Fast Pakistan C entra l  P ub l ic  L i brary  and t o  e s t a b l i sh 

i t s  c o u n te r p a r t  P r o v i n c i a l  L ib ra ry  In West P ak is tan ;  ( H i )  t o  s e t  up 

s i x  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  at C h i t ta g o n g ,  Khulna, R a jsh ah i ,  Hyderabad, 

Peshawar, and Quetta ;  ( I v )  t o  improvement o f  a l l  the u n i v e r s i t y

108. Ahmad Husain. "Need f o r  P ubl ic  L ib ra ry  L e g i s l a t i o n " ,  Tn: Need 
f o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  dey*?lopnent. Dhaka: FPLA, 1966, p. 6 ? .
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l i b r a r i e s  and (v )  t o  make p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  w ith in  Pakistan o f  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i b r a r i a n s  t o  s t a f f  new l i b r a r i e s  and es ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  

two l i b r a r y  xelaii s c h o o l s ,  on*1 each in  Dacca, and Lahore ,  c ondu ct in g  

f u l l - t i m e  post  Graduate one-year  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o u rse s  up t o  the 

standard o f  th ose  in  the U.K. or In U .S .A .  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  He recomm

ended th a t  the s c h o o l s  be attached  t o  the u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  Dacca and 

y the Punjab r e s p e c t i v e l y  with a f u l l - t i m e  D i r e c t o r  f o r  e a c h . 109

He put forward very  v a l u a b le ,  an  ̂ e x t e n s iv e  proposa ls  c o v e r in g  

almost a l l  the important asp ects  o f  the l i b r a r ^ s  and l i b r a r l a n s h i p .

His treatment  throughout i s  e x p e r t  and r e a l i s t i c .  His most important 

c o n t r i b u t i o n  was a f o u r - y e a r  comprehensive plan f o r  the o v e r a l l  deve

lopment o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  s p e c i a l  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  n a t i o n a l ,  

p r o v i n c i a l ,  and p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  the es ta b l i shm ent  o f  l i b r a r y  s c h o o l s ,  

and a scheme o f  f e l l o w s h i p  an  ̂ s c h o la r s h ip s  fo r  advanced p r o f e s s i o n a l  

 ̂ s t u d i e s .  But h i s  Report  submitted In 1956, did not  recommend a t o t a l

system o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  f u l l y  cover^nr  the whole o f  P a k is ta n ,   ̂

i n s t e a d ,  proposed  an in te g r a t e d  scheme fo r  l i b r a r y  development i n v o l 

v in g  t h i r t y - s i x  l i b r a r i e s  and t v o  l i b r a r y  s c h o o l s  t o  b« developed

over  a per iod  o f  four  y e a r s .
At the f i r s t  s i g h t  i t  -would seem th a t  the document v h ich  was

prepared twenty seven years  b a ck ,  hav* l o s t  i t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and 

l u s t r e .  But a perusa l  o f  the document vou ld  i n s p i r e  us t o  remind o f  

the recommendation o f  the R epor t ,  v h ich  v - r e  made 1n our ovn i n t e r e s t  

and v h ich  i f  were acted upon, even p a r t i a l l y ,  m ifh t  have c h a n - d  our 

l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n .  'Muhammad Abu Syed said  ’’though p r o fe s s e d  t o  be a

109. Op . G it. 4 . p .145.
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comprehensive schema the Key Report provided a sh o r t  rum and most , 

p r a c t i c a b l e  plan f o r  l i b r a r y  development (perhaps in  v i e v  o f  l i m i t e d  

r e s o u r c e s  at the d i s p o s a l  o f  the government) but cou ld  indeed provide  

a b a s i s  o f  the e l a b o r a t e  and countrywide system fo r  the fu tu r e .

He fu r th e r  sa id  th a t  the p roposa l  mad** in the r e p o r t  were in l i n e  v i t h  

the recommendations o f  the 1955 UNESCO Seminar "^^held in  ! > l h i  on 

the development o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in South ^a st  A s ia ,  The Report 

n e v e r t h e l e s s  he ld  a very  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t i o n  in th® l i b r a r y  d e v e lo p 

ment o f  the Tnd o-B angl ad « sh -P a k is ta n  s u b co n t in e n t .

The Report  was submitted to  the Govt, at a time when no n a t i o n a l  

l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  vas in  e x i s t e n c e ,  the Pakistan  B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  

Working Group was not  concerned  with  l i b r a r y  deve lopm ent . In a d d i t i o n ,  

no unanimous sup port  was fo r th com in g .  There was a l s o  some o p p o s i t i o n  

t o  these  P r o p o s a l s .  In  the b e g in n in g ,  th»  then S e cre ta ry  o f  F inance ,  

Mr. Mumtaz Hnsan was re p o r te d  t o  have * x p rpss°^ h i s  concern  that  

an im portant  o p p o r tu n i ty  vas b e in r  l o s t ,  which t h i s  scheme p rov id ed ,  

t o  s t a r t  the l i b r a r y  development in  the c o u n t r y .  The only comment on 

the  Key p rop osa l  in p r in t  i s  th a t  o f  L a te  Dr. Abdul M oid ,  who wrote 

in  1958: " I t  i s  t o o  e a r l y  t o  say anything about t h i s  scheme. But 

a p p a r e n t ly ,  th ere  i s  no th ing  new which the Pakistan l i b r a r i a n s  have 

n o t  t o u ch ed .  As a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  some o f  the p o in ts  r a i s e d  in  h i s  

scheme were a lready  in  the p r o c e ss  o f  im plem entat ion ,  b e f o r e  h is

110. Muhammad Abu Syed. "P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  in ^a s t  P a k is ta n " ,  The_
E astern  L i b r a r i a n , V o l .  TT, N o . ? ,  1968, pp. 2 8 -2 9 .

111. Report  o f  the UNESCO Seminar on the Development o f  P u b l i c
M h r . ^ P S  i n  S o u t h  ? ast Asia h e ld  In Del h i ,  1955. Recpmjpendsry_on.
Pages v a r i e s .
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a r r i v a l .  I t  -was true  that  the Key r e p o r t  d id  not  in c lu d e  anything

nev which vas not  b e ing  d i s c u s s e d  in  the then Pak is tan .  Rather the

s t r e n g th  o f  h i s  Report  l a i d  in  the very  f a c t  th a t  i t  s e l e c t e d  most

o f  the then e x i s t i n g  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  development as m odels .  The marked 
113d i f f e r e n c e ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  Abdul Aziz  Khan vas in  the approach betw

een the plans formulated  b e f o r e  K ey 's  a r r i v a l  in  t h e  country  and t h e  

plan o f  Key h i m s e l f .  He s a i d ,  "Moid suggests  a comprehensive system 

o f  l i b r a r i e s  whereas Key conta in ed  h i s  plan v i t h i n  a l i m i t  o f  36 

l i b r a r i e s  t o  be l o c a t e d  where t h e r e  i s  c l e a r  n ' s' id .  " T h e  Key r e p o r t ,  

submerged under t h e  f i l e  o f  t h e  Government, at long  l a s t  in f lu e n c e d  

the th in k in g  o f  th e  l i b r a r i a n s  in P ak is tan .  Th e  Pakistan L ib ra ry  

A s s o c i a t i o n  founded in 1957, took  up h is  u n f in is h e d  vork  when i t  

began a campaign f o r  a model P ub l ic  l i b r a r y  t o  serve  as a demons

t r a t i o n  f o r  the fu ture  development o f  P ub l ic  l i b r a r i e s  in  the country

Hovever i t  can be said  t h a t  in  s p i t e  o f  ha v inr  f l a v s ,  gaps and 

l a c k  o f  com prehension ,  th e  Key Report  which vas never m a d e  p u b l i c  

was a v a lu a b le  b a s i c  document produced f o r  the development o f  l i b 

r a r i e s  in  undiv ided  P ak is tan .

In subsequent  l i b r a r y  development programmes in Pakistan the 

i n f l u e n c e  o f  Key Report  vas n o t i c e a b l e  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  or i n d i r e c t l y  

in  the F i r s t  Five Year P lan ,  1955-60 and the second Five Y»ar Plan 

and so  o n .

112.  Abdul K o id .  "L ibrary  S e r v i c e s  in  P a k is ta n ” , Pakistan L ibrary  
Review, I ,  (March, 1958) ,  p . 9.

113. Abdul A z iz  Khan. "L ibrary  and S o c i e ty  in  P a k is ta n 1' (unpublished 
p a p e r ) ,  K ara ch i :  p. 100.

114. I b i d . ,  p. 10] .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



173

F IRST FIVE Y^AR PLAN AND THE KEY REPORT

The F i r s t  F i v e  Year Plan (1955-60 )  provided a "small  fund" 

f o r  l i b r a r i e s  and expressed  I t s  b e l i e f  that  t h e  community should be 

encouraged t o  g ive  adequate support  t o  them and other  c u l t u r a l  a c t i 

v i t i e s .  "These"  the planners thought " are  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  methods

o f  c u l t u r a l  promotion a l l  ov^r the world and might v e i l  b® emulated
115

in  t h i s  c o u n t r y " .  The community d id  not  emulate the examples in

an a p p r e c ia b le  manner ex cep t  in  some i s o l a t e d  c a s * s .

P r iv a te  m u n i f i c e n c e  In  the post - independence  y*ars  d id  not

embrace f i e l d . T t  i s  a f a c t  th a t  the Key Report  vas a b a s i s  f o r  a

p r a c t i c a b l e  plan f o r  l i b r a r y  development in the then P ak is tan .  The

F i r s t  Five y ea r  plan took  c a r e f u l  n o t e  o f  Key ’ s Report in planning

l i b r a r y  development in  the c o u n t r y .

The e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  EPCPL an^1 l i b r a r i e s  at three  d i v i s i o n a l

Headquarter f o r  vhich p r o v i s i o n s  yep* made in the FFYP yere a lso
117proposed  In Key R ep or t .

115. Pakistan  N a t io n a l  Planninp Board.  F i r s t  Five Y°ar P la n :
(1 9 5 5 -6 0 ) ,  K arach i :  Manager o f  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  i9 6 0 ,  p . 588.

116. Many s c h o o l s ,  c o l l e g e s ,  h o s p i t a l s  and mosques have b®^n 
e s t a b l i s h e d  by the p h i la n t h r o p i c  I n d iv id u a l s  but there  i s  not  
a s i n g l e  l i b r a r y  o f  any type v h ich  vas e s t a b l i s h e d  by anyone 
in  Bangladesh .

117. Money f o r  the EPCPL came from the Centra l  Govt, under what vas
c a l l e d  the S o c i a l  U p l i f t  scheme.
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Tt appears that  Second Five Year Plan a l s o  took  note  o f  the
118recommendations in the Key Report and r e co g n is e d  the need f o r  

expans ion  o f  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  in  both  wings o f  the c o u n t r y .  The 

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  L ib r a r y  at C hittagong  and Khulna v h ich  was r e c o 

mmended by the SFYP^^vas a l s o  proposed by L .C .Key.

Commission on N a t io n a l  ^ d u c a t i o n (1959) and l i b r a r i e s  

^ Although the p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  Pakistan  r i g h t  from 1947

was f u l l  o f  chaos and c o n f u s i o n ,  i t  reached the c l im ax in 1958 when 

F i e l d  M a r t i a l  Mohammad -Ayub Khan d e c la re d  M a r t i a l  Law and took  over 

power.  He formed s e v e r a l  Commissions f o r  development in  d i f f e r e n t  

f i e l d s .  Of them the most important and r e l a t e d  -with t h i s  study are 

Commission on N a t io n a l  Education  and S c i e n t i f i c  Commission which 

were published  in  1959.

V.'ith the attainment o f  n a t i o n a l  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  the hopes ,  

 ̂ a s p i r a t i o n  and e n e r g ie s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  people had t o  be r e - d i r « c t e d

i n t o  new channels  f o r  b u i l d i n g  a s tron g  and prosperous s t a t e .  " Tn 

such a t a s k  e d u ca t io n  vas c l e a r l y  o f  prime im portance .  But in  the

I
174

118. Mohammad Abu Syed. "P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  in ^ast  P a k is ta n -p o s t 
independence sfiene and s t a t e  e f f o r t s , "  The g a s t ern L ib r a r i  anf 
V o l .  TT, N o .3 ,1 9 6 8 ,  p p .2 8 -2 9 .

119.  P a k is ta n ,  Planning Commission. -Second Five Year Plan ( 1 9 6 0 - 6 5 ) , 
K arach i :  Manager o f  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1965, pp. 121. P48-49 .  See 
a l s o  P a k is ta n .  Planning Com^iss-i on . Revised L i s t  o f  schemas 
in c lu d e d  in  the Second Five Year Plan ,  Karach i :  Manager, Govt. 
ST^PakTsTarTTress, l 9 6 l ,  p. 39 .

120. P ak is tan .  M i n i s t r y  o f  E duca t ion .  Achievement in  ^ u c a t i o n : 
1958-1964.  K arach i :  C entra l  Bureau o f  ^ ' 'u c a t io n ,  p,.*5.
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f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  the n»v s t a t e  had in h e r i t e d  grave problems. The 

then e d u c a t i o n a l  system was by t r a d i t i o n  b o o k is h ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  and 

c l a s s i c a l ,  a system in which a l l  forms o f  p r a c t i c a l  s k i l l s  were 

lo o k e d  down upon, and th* s c i e n c e s  and t e c h n o l o g i e s  com p ara t iv e ly
121

n e g l e c t e d .  The b u lk  o f  th* p o p u la t ion  was very  l a r g e l y  i l l i t e r a t e .

During ten years  f o l l o w i n g  In dep enden ce , son* e f f o r t s  were mad* 

t o  e f f e c t  improvements In t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system. But s u ccess  a ch i 

eved was l i m i t e d .  I t  was found Im poss ib le  t o  change many o f  the old  

p r e ju d i c e s  that  dominated e d u c a t i o n a l  thought .  S u cce ss iv e  governments

found them selves  unable t o  g ive  adequate r e so u r ce s  or any degree o f
122p r i o r i t y  t o  e d u ca t io n  in  t h e i r  development p lans .

In the beg in n ing  o f  the year  1958 the s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

s i t u a t i o n  o f  Pakistan  was very  u n ce r ta in  an  ̂ u n s t a b l e  an^ the economic 

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  the country  d e t e r i o r a t e d .  V.'hen M a r t ia l  Law was dec la red  

in  Pakistan or. October  7 ,  1958 abrogating  the c o n s t i t u t i o n  and the 

e s t a b l i s h e d  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  the coup vas h a i l e d  by i t s  su pporters  

as a r e v o l u t i o n ,  a break with  the past and the beg inn ing  o f  a n«w 

e r a . 123The Karachi d a i l y  Dawn welcomed the " p e a c e fu l  r e v o l u t i o n "  as 

an "answer from h ® a v e n " , ^  and marveKpd as a "san® r e v o l u t i o n "  

t h a t  brought  f o r t h "  a complete  c h a n g e  o f  both system an  ̂ r e g i m e . . .

___________  _ _ _ _--- -- i

121. I b i d .

122. I b i d .

123. Jahan, Rounaq. P ak is tan :  F a i lu r e  in  n a t i o n a l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  Dhaka: 
Oxford U n iv e r s i t y  Press and U n iv e r s i t y  Press L im ite d ,  1977, p . 51.

124. E d i t o r i a l ,  Dawn (K a r a c h i ) ,  October 7 ,  1958.
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■without any s t r i f e  or b i t t e r n e s s .  ^ Ayub h i m s e l f  always c a l l e d  the
126

m i l i t a r y  coup a " r e v o l u t i o n " .

The m i l i t a r y  takeov er  in Pakistan was n e i t h e r  a r e v o l u t i o n  nor

a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  co u p ,  however,  in stead  i t  was a c l a s s i c  c a s e  o f  " r * f o r -
197

ms coup"  as d e f in e d  by Samuel P. H untington.  On* o f  the f i r s t  a c t io n

o f  the government vas  to  appoint  a Commission on N a t io n a l  E duca t ion .

This  a c t i o n  was d e s t in e d  to  be v » ry  important in the reform and deve - 1
1 PRlopment o f  e d u ca t i o n  in  P ak is ta n .  '

The R e s o lu t i o n  No. F. 16-9/58-E.TTT dated 30th December 1958

is s u e d  by the M i n i s t r y  o f  Education  in  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the Commission on

N a t io n a l  Education  s ta te d  th a t  "Whereas the e x i s t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  system

o f  Pak is tan  i s  not  adequate t o  meet th* needs anti requirements  o f  the

n a t i o n ,  i t  has become n e cessa ry  t o  s e t  up a competent body t o  r e v ie w ,

in  consonance w ith  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  people  and the s o c i o - e c o n o m ic

s t r u c t u r e  o f  the c o u n t r y ,  the e d u c a t i o n a l  system an^ t o  recommend

a p p r o p r ia te  measures f o r  i t s  r e o r i e n t a t i o n  and r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  the

purpose o f  ensu r ing  an in te g r a te d  and ba lanced development o f  educa-
129t i o n  in  v a r io u s  s ta g e s "*

176

125

125. E d i t o r i a l ,  I b i d . . October 12 , 1958.

126. Mohammad Ayub Khan, Friends not  M a s t e r s , K arach i :  O .U .P . ,1 9 6 7 ,  
p. 6 .

127. H untington ,  S .P .  "Patterns  o f  v i o l e n c e  in world  p o l i t i c s " ,  In: . 
Changing P a t tern s  o f  M i l i t a r y  p o l i t i c s . p p .3 2 -4 0 ;  A ccord ing  t o  
Huntington ( p . 3 3 ) ,  in a re forms coup ITa com bination  o f  m ilita ry  
and c i v i l i a n  groups s i * z e s  power in tend ing  t o  make re forms in  
the p o l i t i c a l ,  economic  and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  They u s u a l l y  do 
make some r e fo r m s ,  though they do not  i n s t i g a t e  a c o n v u ls iv e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s " .

128. O ja .C i t . , 120, P .4 .

129. P a k is ta n .  M i n i s t r y  o f  E du ca t ion .  Report o f  the Commission on 
N a t io n a l  E d u ca t ion s :  1959, K arach i :  Manaper, Government o f
Pakistan P r e s s ,  1961 , p . 347 .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



The Commission was formed w ith  the f o l l o w i n g :  '

1. Mr .S.K . Shari f , Education  S e c r e t a r y ,  Govt,  o f  West P ak is tan -  

Chairman, (2 )  Dr. Raziuddin S i d d iq u i ,  Atomic Energy Commission,

(3 )  C o l .  M.K. A f r i d i ,  V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r , Peshawar U n i v e r s i t y ,  (4 )  Mr.

B.A. Hashmi, V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r ,  Karachi  U n i v e r s i t y ,  (5 )  Dr. Mumtazuddin 

Ahmed, V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r ,  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  R a jsh a h i ,  ( 6 ) Mr. A.F.M . Abdul 

Haq, P r e s i d e n t ,  Secondary Board o f  Educatl o n , D a c c a , (7)  P r o f e s s o r  Atvar 

Husain, Dacc a U n i v e r s i t y , ( 8 ) D r .A .R ash id ,  P r i n c i p a l  Engineer ing  C o l l e g e ,  

Dacca,  (9 )  Dr .R .U .E v in g , F orm e^ jp hr is t l  an C o l l e y ,  Lahore ,  ( lO) C o l .  

Mohammad Khan, D i r e c t o r  o f  Army Education (R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  the 

Defence S e r v i c e s ) ,  and ( l l )  B r i g .  S.Hamid Shah, D i r e c t o r  o f  O rg a n isa t ion ,  

G.H.Q. The primary task  o f  the Commission vas t o  suggest  r e o r i e n t a t i o n  

and r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  the e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m : - ( i )  t o  d e v e lo p  among the 

p eop le  a sense o f  p u b l i c  d u ty ,  p a t r io t i s m  and n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i t y  and 

t o  i n c u l c a t e  among them the h a b i t s  o f  in d u s t r y ,  i n t e g r i t y  and d e v o t io n  

t o  s e r v i c e ,  ( i i )  t o  prov ide  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the development o f  t a l e n t  

and t o  produce men o f  c h a r a c t e r  and a b i l i t y  r e qu ired  f o r  the d e v e lo p 

ment o f  the c o u n try  in  d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s ,  ( i 1i ) t o  in trod u ce  modern 

methods o f  s e l e c t i o n  f o r  de term in ing  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and a p t i t u d e s , ( i v ) 

t o  examine the r o l e  o f  e d u ca t ion  in the community and suggest  measures 

v h i c h  may enable  the u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  c o l l e g e s  an^ s c h o o l s  t o  f u l f i l  t h i s  

r o l e  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  (v )  t o  c o n s id e r  w h » t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in 

Pakistan  are adequate ly  equipped v i t h  men and m a t e r i a l s . . .  ( v i ) t o  

examine the standards  o f  teach in g  and r e se a rc h  in  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i 

t u t i o n s  and suggest  measures t o  r a i s e  them to  the h ig h e s t  p o s s ib l e

130. I b i d .
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l e v e l s ,  ( v i i )  t o  examine the f i n a n c i a l  needs o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i 

t u t i o n s  and su gg est  ap p rop r ia te  means f o r  p r o v id in g  f o r  these need s ,
131c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  the r e s o u r c e s  o f  the co u n t r y .

There were 33 terms o f  r e f e r e n c e  o f  the Commission which covered  

U n iv e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n ,  P r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  Secondary e d u c a t i o n ,  

primary e d u c a t i o n ,  adult  e d u c a t i o n ,  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  m i l i t a r y  t r a -
1 OOin in g  and r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n .

O b j e c t i v e s  o f  the E du ca t ion a l  sys tem :

The f o l l o w i n g  w ere ,  a c co rd in g  t o  the Report o f  the Commission, 

some o f  the o b j e c t i v e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n : -

” 1 . Education  system must prov id e  fo r  t r a in e d  manpower, educated 

c i t i z e n r y  and competent l e a d e r s h i p ;  ( 2 ) Tt should meet t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

and c o l l e c t i v e  needs and a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h *  c o u n tr y ;

(3 )  The moral and s p i r i t u a l  va lues  o f  Is lam combined with  the freedom, 

i n t e g r i t y  and s t r e n g th  o f  Pakistan  should be the i d e o l o g y  which i n s 

p i r e s  our e d u c a t i o n a l  system; (4 )  I t  must c u l t i v a t e  the sense o f  u n i ty  

and n a t ionhood  among the people  o f  the two wings o f  Pak istan ;  (5) i
Education  i s  a p u b l i c  investment in  economic d eve lopm ent ; (6 ) ^ e r g i e s  

o f  manpower which i s  the c r e a t o r  o f  n a t i o n a l  w ealth  should be r e le a s e d  

and e n r ich e d  with  the s k i l l s  and t r a in i n g  n e c e s s a r y  in  a modern com

p le x  s o c i e t y ;  (7 )  The c o n ce p ts  o f  s p i r i t u a l  and moral v a l u e s ,  o f  na t ion  

b u i l d i n g ,  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  deve lopm ent ,  o f  e n l ig h te n e d  c i t i z e n s h i p  and

o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  a c co rd in g  t o  the view o f  the Commission, should
133guide the e d u c a t i o n a l  system " .

131. I b i d . . P P . 3 4 7 -3 4 8 .

132. I b i d . , p p .3 4 8 -3 4 9 .

133. I b i d . . pp. 10 -13 .
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The Commission, was v e i l  c o n s c i o u s  o f  the r o l e  o f  l i b r a r i e s

in  e d u c a t i o n .  Tt vas  s ta ted  th a t  " i f  c o l l e g p s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  have

poor s t a f f ,  i f  c l a s s - r o o m s ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s  and l i b r a r i e s  are poor ,  t h e '
134n a t i o n  i t s e l f  w i l l  remain p o o r " .  1 The above statement shoved th a t

l i b r a r i e s  v ere  g iv en  such a pos i t i o n  v h ich  vas the d e c id in g  f a c t o r

o f  the development or undevelopment o f  the c o u n t r y .  Thus in  r e c o g n i s in g

 ̂ the r o l e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n ,  i t  vas

fu r t h e r  s ta te d  "h igher  e d u ca t io n  can not  fu n c t i o n  v i t h o u t  two

p a r t i c u l a r  k inds  o f  equipment and the fa c t  that  both are at present

in  s h o r t  supply g iv es  s p e c i a l  cause f o r  c o n ce rn .  One i s  books and

l i b r a r i e s ,  v h ich  are the raw m a te r ia l  o f  s c h o la r s h i p ;  the o th er  i s

s c i e n t i f i c  equipment and l a b o r a t o r i e s . " 13SThus the Commission observed

the sh o r t  supply  o f  books and l i b r a r i e s  in  P a k is ta n .  This  short  supply
1?6 „

o f  books and l i b r a r i e s  vas the " s p e c i a l  cause fo r  c o n c e rn "  f o r  

V the Commission. L i b r a r i e s  vere  v e ry  l im i t e d  c o n s id e r e d  from the s ta n 

d p o in t  o f  need .  These l i b r a r i e s  were sh o r t  o f  b o o k s ,  and the s tocks  

they  had, the Commission surveyed ,  v e r e  " in  many cases  s e r i o u s l y  out 

o f  d a t e " . 137

The Commission b e l i e v e d  that  l i b r a r y  vas "at  the very  h ea rt  o f  

the i d e a  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y ,  and t h a t  the books v i t h  v h ich  i t  i s  s t o c k e d ,  

the l i b r a r i a n s  vho serve  i t  and the kind o f  use v h i c h  the s tudents  

make o f  i t  should r e v e a l  the e x t e n t  t o  v h ich  i t  i s  d i s c h a r g in g  i t s  

r e a l  f u n c t i o n s  as a poverhouse o f  l e a r n i n g " . 1' ^Thus " d i s c h a r g i n g "  the

134. o p . c i t . ,  129, p . l 6 .

135. I b i d . , p . 4 0 .

136. I b i d .

137. I b i d .

138. I b i d .
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" r e a l  f u n c t i o n s "  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  e,as a powerhouse o f  l e a r n i n g "  

a c c o rd in g  t o  the Commission^would depend upon 'b o o k s '  v i t h  -which 

u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  was s t o c k e d ,  the q u a l i t y  and s e r v i c e  o f  the l i b 

r a r i a n ,  and the kind o f  use which students  made o f  the l i b r a r y  .The 

Commission commented th a t  l i b r a r i e s  in  Pakistan languished because 

o f  "the tendency  t o  th in k  o f  e d u ca t io n  as the memorisation o f  texbooks  

and n o t e s " . 139

The Commission a lso  remarked that  the "use made o f  the l i b r a r y  

w i l l  depend l a r g e l y  on the exbent  t o  which t e a c h e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in
140

t u t o r i a l s ,  i s  able  t o  s t im u la te  and guide the read ing  o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s " .

I t  repented  th a t  s tudents  cou ld  n o t  ap prec ia te  the true  va lue  o f  books

u n le s s  they had ready a ccess  t o  them, were encouraged to  move f r e e l y

among them, were al lowed t o  handle  and c o n s u l t  them t o  d e c id e  which
141were most a p p ro p r ia te  f o r  d e t a i l e d  study.

The Commission c i r c u l a t e d  a q u e s t io n n a ir e  embodying 203 q u e s t io n s  

f o r  survey ing  the f i e l d .  The q u e s t io n  No. 118 in the secondary educa

t i o n  reads  l i k e :  " 1 1 8 . ( 1 )  What i s  the fu n c t io n  o f  a l i b r a r y  in  the 

secon dary  programme? I s  t h i s  fu n c t i o n  bo inp performed e f f i c i e n t l y  ?

( i i )  Are e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  adequate ? T f  n o t ,  

how shou ld  they be improved ? ( i i i )  how can the te a c h e r s  and students  

bo encouraged t o  make more us* o f  the l i b r a r y " . 142 The above q u e s t io n s  

showed that  the  Commission Intended t o  c o l l e c t  In form ation  about the 

c o n d i t i o n  o f  the s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s .

139. I b i d .

140. I b i d .

141. I b i d .

142. I b i d . ,  p . 352.
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The Commission then recommended the f o l l o w i n g : -  * Cl)* ^v^ry 

c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  should have a l i b r a r y ,  l a r g e  enough and open 

l o n g  enough t o  act  as a work-room w here  a l l  s tudents  are able to  

study p r i v a t e l y  during  o f f  per iods  and o u ts id e  c o l l e g e  h o u r s , ( ? )  

L ib r a r y  should  be the measuring rod o f  the  su ccess  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  

i n  d i s c h a r g in g  i t s  r e a l  fu n c t i o n s  as a povcerhou se o f  l e a r n i n r .

 ̂ ( 3 )  The annual a p p r o p r ia t io n s  f o r  the p u r c h a s e  o f  books should be

i n c r e a s e d .  (4 )  Persons s e l e c t i n g  books f o r  the l i b r a r y  must be h ig h ly  

s e l e c t i v e  in  t h e i r  c h o i c e .  Teachers  who are uptodate  in t h e i r  sub

j e c t s  and w i l l i n g  t o  spend time and e f f o r t s  in a d v is in g  the l i b r a r i a n  

in  the b e s t  use o f  r e so u r ce s  which w i l l  always be l i m i t e d  should be 

r e q u i r e d  in  book s e l e c t i o n .  (5 )  Teachers  should s t im u la te  and g u id e
i

the read in g  o f  s tu den ts  in  l i b r a r i e s .  They should c o n s t a n t l y  r e c o 

mmend P a r t i c u l a r  books or chap ters  o f  b o o k s ,  and t o  take h is  students  

i  t o  the l i b r a r y .  (6 )  Open s h e l f  system be in t r o d u c e d .  In  the case  o f

s c a r c e  and. expen s ive  book the Commission recommended th a t  a formula 

must be d e v is e d  v h ich  w i l l  make even s c a r c e  and ex p en s iv e  books 

r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  meet the genuine requirements  o f  s tudents  . ( 7 )  

Teachers  should use the l i b r a r y  more f r e q u e n t ly  t o  s e t  an example 

and t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  t o n e ’ . 143 The Commission a l s o  recommended f o r  the 

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  (8 )  T e x t -b o o k  l i b r a r i e s  in  s c h o o ls  from v h ich  t e x t 

books might be loaned t o  the s tudents  f o r  the term or the academic 
y e a r .  T h is  l i b r a r y  was important  f o r  saving  o f  parents  money and to

ensure th a t  every  pu p i l  in the c l a s s  got  the r e q u ire d  t e x t  b ook s .  

T h is  arrangement c o u ld  be f inanced  e i t h e r  by having a funded t e x t  

book  f e e ,  payable along with  the t u i t i o n  f e e ,  based on the average

143. I b i d . ,  p .4 0 .
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c o s t  o f  books  t o  the p u p i l s  o f  the c l a s s  in q u e s t io n  or by r e q u i r in g  

the  s tu den ts  t o  d e p o s i t  the c o s t  o f  the book is su e d  t o  them v i t h  

a re fund  at the end o f  the terms a c co rd in g  t o  thp c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

the book ,  r e tu r n e d .  Tn e i t h p r  casp students  should have t o  pay the

I t  -was a matter o f  hopes th a t  even in 1959 the Commission paid 

some a t t e n t i o n  in  i d e n t i f y i n g  thp problems o f  l i b r a r y  development 

in  P a k is ta n .  But i t  d id  not  go deep i n t o  the problem. I t  po inted  out 

in  s h o r t ,  on ly  some broad problems in a n u t s h e l l .  I t  -was apparpnt 

from the f a c t  that  none o f  the members o f  the Commission was at a l l  

t r a in e d  in  l i b r a r i a n s h i p .  No l i b r a r i a n  vas taken as member o f  thp 

commissi on.

While examining tho recommendations wp f p l t  f r u s t r a t e d .  Tn 

the volume o f  360 pages ,  on ly  somp sentences  on development o f  

l i b r a r i e s  c o u ld  be. found.  The Commission did not c o v e r  many important  

problems l i k e  docum entat ion ,  b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  union c a t a l o g u e ,  l i b r a r y  

c o o p e r a t i o n ,  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  the l i b r a r i a n  p t c .  I t  d id  not  suggest  

any standard f o r  the  development o f  l i b r a r i e s .

Moreover  the Commission’ s Rpport s u f f e r e d  from c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .

Tn the s e c t i o n  o f  Higher Education i t  s ta te d  " . . . i f  l i b r a r i e s  are 

p o o r ,  the n a t io n  i t s p l f  w i l l  remain p o o r ’/  Again i t  s ta ted  " l i b r a r y  

i s  at the v e r y  hea rt  o f  the id e a  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y " .  But i t  i s  sur

p r i s i n g  t o  note  that  in  the q u e s t io n n a ir e  c o n t a in in g  203 q u e s t io n s  

there  was not  a s in g l e  q u e s t io n  co n ce rn in g  u n i v e r s i t y  and c o l l e g p  

l i b r a r i e s .  As a r e s u l t  the Commission could  not  gather  any Informa-

c o s t  o f  damage or  l o s s ^ ^

144. I b i d . . p. 306 .
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t i o n  p e r t a in in g  t o  the p o s i t i o n  and problems o f  the  u n i v e r s i t y  

and c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s .  Whatever -was w r i t t e n  on l i b r a r i e s  vas pro

b a b ly  w r i t t e n  out  o f  the common-sense o f  the members o f  the Conmi- 

s s i o n .  There was on ly  one q u e s t io n  in  the q u e s t io n n a ir e  on l i b r a r i e s  

in  the secondary  s c h o o l .  But the q u e s t io n  was as vague as p o s s i b l e ,

H i l lw a y  t o l d  q u e s t io n s  "ought t o  be aimed at o b ta in in g  f a c t u a l  d a ta ,
145

r a t h e r  than o p i n i o n s ,  im press ions  or e s t i m a t e s " .

Though the q u e s t io n  was on secondary  s c h o o l  l i b r a r y ,  no d i s c u 

s s i o n  was made on secondary  s ch o o l  l i b r a r y  not  t o  speak o f  any r e 

commendation on i t .  The Commission d id  not  d e f in e  how s ch o o l  l i b r a r y  

c o u ld  be the academic h e a r t  o f  the s c h o o l .  Tt did not  s p e c i f y  and 

i d e n t i f y  the implementat ion  machinery.  Tt  a l s o  d id  not  s p e l l  out 

the requ irem ents  o f  h igh  s ch o o l  l i b r a r y  in terms o f  accom odat ion ,  

f u r n i t u r e  } grant o f  b o o k s ,  s t a f f  e t c . " ' - '^  The Report  d id  not  say 

anything about book  s e r v i c e  t o  primary s c h o o l s .  The Commission 

t o t a l l y  avoided the sub j<=*ct, l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n .  Though the Commission 

pa id  emphasis upon e n g in e e r in g ,  t e c h n i c a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  

i t  was s i l e n t  about the development o f  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i . e s .  V-That vas 

most n o t i c e a b l e  v a s  t h a t  in  the d i r e c t i v e s  an-1 t h i r t y  t h r e p  terms 

o f  r e f e r e n c e s ,  s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  which w°re se t  fo r  g u id m r  the members 

o f  the Commission in  making recommend a t -' o n , there  was not  a s in g le

145. H i l lw a y ,  Tyrus .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  R e s e a r ch , Second e d .  Boston :  
Houghton M i f f i n  Company, 1964, p. 202. See a l s o  Good, Carter  V. 
and Sc ate s ,  Douglas Methods o f  Research :  E d u c a t io n a l ,  Psy
c h o l o g i c a l .  S o c i o l o g i c a l . Ne-w York :  Apple t i  on-Cent a r y - C r o f t s ,  
1954, pp. 615-616.

146. East Pakistan L ib r a r y  Development C onn it tee  ( 1969) R e p or t ,  
(u n p u b l i s h e d ) ,  p . 5.
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sen ten ce  c o n c e rn in g  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r i a n s h l p  though i t  vas 

r e p e a t e d l y  s ta te d  th a t  l i b r a r i e s  v e re  the h e a r t  o f  the e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  'Moreover d i r e c t i v e s ,  o b j e c t s  o f  e d u ca t io n  and terms o f  

r e f e r e n c e  o f  the Commission vere  not  p r o p e r ly  r e f l e c t e d  in i t s  l i b 

r a r y  development P lan s .

^ However the regime o f  F ie ld  Marshal Mohammad Ayub Khan vas
147c a l l e d  "Decade o f  Development".  The most g r a t i f y i n g  achievement 

o f  P r e s id e n t  Ayub vas that  h i s  g o v t ,  l a i d  a fou ndat ion  on which the 

s t a t e  would be f i r m ly  b u i l t .  Nev d i r e c t i o n s  were s e t  in  l i n e  v i t h  

the needs o f  the modern time and in  due course  nev e n e r g ie s  vere  

r e l e a s e d  i n t o  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p rod u ct iv e  ch an n e ls .  A lon gv ith  the deve

lopment o f  e d u ca t ion  the n e c e s s i t y  o f  l i b r a r i e s  vere  f e l t ,  problems 

o f  l i b r a r y  development vere  i d e n t i f i e d  and in c e n t i v e  f o r  o v e r a l l  

development o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  a l l  s ta ges  were c re a te d  in  the minds o f  

the e d u ca te d ,  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s  e t c .

Pak is tan  S c i e n t i f i c  Commission, 1959

The nex t  Commission f o r  re forms s e t  up by the then regime 

headed by F i e l d  Marshal Mohammad Ayub Khan, N .P k .H .J . ,  P res id en t
"I A ft

o f  Pak is tan  vas on s c i e n c e .  Tt vas appointed  in  pursuance o f  

the c a b i n e t  d e c i s i o n  embodied in  the Government o f  P a k is t a n ’ s N o t i 

f i c a t i o n  No. S .R .O.  6 3 (K) dated 30th January, I 9 6 0 . l49w ith  the
L

f o l l o v i n g  terms o f  r e f e r e n c e :

147.  P a k is ta n .  Economic A f f a i r s  D i v i s i o n ,  Decade o f  Development:
Facts  through F ig u r e s ,  K arach i :  C entra l  S t a t i s t i c a l  O f f i c e ,
1968, pp. 1 -65 .  See a l s o  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Dhaka-l958-6g ,  Dacca? T e 
Brochure Committee, 1968, p p . 1 , 8 , 1 4 , 1 5 .  Twenty y ear?  o f  Pa^ls -  
tan 1947-67 ,  K ara ch i :  Pakistan  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  1967, pp. 4 _
-------■ Aga MTGhouse ed .  Pakistan in  the Development Decafr>{; P rob lems
and nerforman c e -P r o c e e d ln r s  o f  t he Third  Economic DeveA 
Seminar, Lahore :  The Economic Develo_pment Seminar, 1968, p p . l -

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



185

l ."T o  consider how best sc ie n tific  research, vhich at present 

is  disjointed and. scattered, can bp prorr'ot^d and integrated. (2)

To consider ways and means for providing adequate fa c i l i t ie s  to 

the various research organization of the country and ensuring the 

u tiliza tio n  of the results o f  their researches for the overall 

developnent of the country. (5) To consider the ways and means of  

* making s c ie n tific  career attractive and comparable in future pros

pects in respect o f emoluments and status to other services of equal
150national importance",

151The following were the members of the Commission who were 

assisted by eminent scien tists  from foreign countries:

1. Mr.Abdul Kashem Khan, Minister for Industries -Chairman.

(2) Mr. G.Ahmed, Chairman, Planning Commission. (?) Mr. S. .S h arif, 

Educational Adviser and Secretary, Ministry of Educatlon.(4) Col. 

y Zlaur Rahman, Controller o f Inspection and Technical Development,

G.H.Q. Rawalpindi. (5) Dr. S. Siddiqui, Director, Pakistan Council 

of Scien tific  and Industrial Rpsearch (PCSIR). (6) Prof. Abdus Salam, 

F .R .S ., Professor of Applied Mathematics, Imperial College of Science 

and Technology, London.(7) Dr.Raziuddin Siddiqui, Er-Menber, Atomic 

Energy Commission. (8) Ch. Mohd. A fzal, Agricultural Development

148. Twenty years of Pakistan. Karachi: Pakistan Publications, 1967, 
p .432.

149. Pakistan. Ministry of Industries. Report of the Scien tific  
nojnpnlssion of Pakistan. Karachi: i960, p .l .

150. Ib id .
151. Ib id . .P .72.
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Commissioner, Pakistan. (9) Dr. M.O, Ghani, Agriculture Commlssionpr, 

East Pakistan (10) Dr.S. HeAayetullah, formerly Agricultural Liaison 

O fficer, Govt, of Pakistan in Dacca. (11) Dr. Qudrat-i-Khuda, Direc

to r , East Regional Laboratories, PCSIR, Dacca. (12) Dr. A.K.M.A. 

Wahed, Director-General, Health Services, East Pakistan. (13) Mian 

Nasir Ahmed, Secretary, Ministry of Industries. (14) Dr.I.H.TJsmani, 

Member, Atomic Energy Commission -  Member-Secr^tary. Thp Commission 

was directed to submit its  report and recommendations within six  

months from the date i t  started functioning. It  vas further ordered 

that the "resolution be published in the Gazette of Pakistan and 

be given retrospective e ffe c t from 1st August, 1959", 152

While inaugurating the Commission thp President of Pakistan 

during the course of his address observed, "in  his e ffo rts  to master 

nature man.,.has undergone three important revolutions: the f ir s t  

was the Agrlicultur al revoluti o n .. .the Second was the Industrial 

Revolution.. .The third is  the Scientific Revolution of the present 

century which has not only led to a reappraisal of a l l  values of

l i f e ,  material and sp iritu al but has brought man nearer his goal
153o f  mastery o f  nature". He went on s ayinp". .  .the s c ie n t i f i c  R p v o -  '

lution has not even h it us. We are just beginning to feel i t s  impact

and sooner we realize the benefits of it s  all-pervading influences,

the b etter. As a result of the Revolution, science has emerged
154

almost as a faith  on which societies are being b u ilt . "

152. Ib id . .P .73. (Gazette N otification No. T .S .l l - 2 2 ( 11) /5 9 ) .
153. Q P .clt. 1.

154. Ib id . . pp. 74-78.
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The Commission circulated among in divisu als, institutions  

and heads of laboratorips, a corprehensive questionnaire vith  

47 questions. 1,250 copies of the questionnaire vere issued, out 

o f vhich 484 vere received duly ansvered. Tn the questionnaire there, 

vere the following questions concerning lib ra r ie s : nQ.40. Has the 

in stitu tion  a good library of sc ie n tific  books ? Does i t  have stan

dard books on the different subjects concerned together vith  la test  

edition ? Do fa c i li t ie s  ex ist for a reading room ? Q. 41* Does the 

in stitu tion  get sc ie n tific  journals and periodicals regularly ?

I f  not vhat is  the d iffic u lty  ? Are back numbers available ? Please 

give a l i s t  of journals subscribed for and those received on a 

complimentary b a sis . (Please attach the l i s t  of journals on a sepa

rate s h e e t . . . )  Q. 42. What is  the annual budget of the institution  

for books and journals ? Q. 43. Does the in stitution  publish any 

journal of it s  own ? I f  so , please give name and frequency of pub

l i c a t i o n " .155

The Commission also invited eminent scien tists  of the United 

States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and Japan, who parti

cipated in the deliberations of the Commission as external members?^ 

The folloving scien tists joined the Commission and their v is its  vere 

arranged under Colombo Plan: ( l )  Professor A.V. H il l ,  F .R .S ., (Rese

arch Associate, University College, London (Physiology) (formerly 

Research Professor of the Royal Society) ,United Kingdom. (3) Dr.F.T. 

Rosser (Vice-President, Administration, National Research Council,

155. Ib id . . pp.74-78.
156. Ib id . « p .78.
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Ottawa), Canada. (4) Mr.F.G. Nlchollsas (Research Secretary, Como-

nwealth S cien tific  and Industrial Research Organization, Melbournne),

Australia* (5) Dr* Sakuji Komagata (formerly, Chairman, Japan Atomic
1 S7Energy In s titu te )., Japan.

The Commission visited  educational in stitu tio n s, research 

in stitu tes and laboratories in both the vinps of the country. I t  also

f collected evidence by interviewing people connected with sc ien tific
158a c tiv itie s  and sc ie n tific  education at different le v e ls . The 

following In stitu tes and Departments of East Pakistan were visitpd  

by the S cien tific  Commission on different dates: 4 . IS.5 9 . Dacca 

University and Science Departments. 4 .1 2 .5 9 . Agriculture Research 

In stitu te , Dacca, Jute Research In stitu te , Dacca. 6 .1 2 .5 9 . East 

Regional Laboratories, Pakistan Council for S cien tific  and Industrial 

Research, Dacca. 7 .1 2 .5 9 . Forest Research In stitu te , Chittagong,

^ Medical College, Chittagong 8 .1 2 .5 9 . Dacca Medical College, Malaria

In stitu te  of Pakistan, Dacca. East Pakistan Public Health Laborato

r ie s , Dacca*

The following persons from East Pakistan were interviewed by 

the Commission on different dates:

Dacca 4 .1 2 .5 9 .

( l )  Mr. Justice Hamoodur Rahman, Vice-Chancellor, Dacca Universltj

(2) Dr.Innas A li , Head, Department of Physics, Dacca U niversity.

(3) Dr.M.H.Khuadaker, Head, Department of Chemistry, Dacca Uni vers* t y .

157. Ib id . , pp.2 ,8 9 ,9 0 .

158. Ib id .

159. IM d . T pp.89-90.

I

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



(4) Dr. K. Ahmed, Head, Department of Bio-Chemistry, Dacca University.

(5) Dr. A.M.Chowdhury, Reader in Physics, Dacca University.

(6) Prof. Majeed Ahmed, Head, Department of Botany, Dacca University.

JLF t ^9»

(10) Dr. A Rahman, Professor of Physiology, Dacca University.

(11) Dr.M.Ibrahim, Professor of C linical Medicine, Dacca Medical 

College, Dacca.
160

(12) Mr.S.Rahman, Chief Engineer, Govt, of East Pakistan, Dacca.

The Commission took stock of the existing situation and sounded

informed public opinion through questionnaire and direct interviews 

held a ll  over the country. The recommendations then made by the 

Commission included the following:

( i )  an agricultural research council, ( i i )  a medical research 

council, ( i i i )  a council for sc ie n tific  and industrial research,

(iv ) an atomic energy council, (v) a council for water and irrigation  

research, and (vi) a separate organisation for defence research.

The councils established in stitu tes anr1 laboratories for in

vestigation and research on specific  problems o f importance, main

tained lia ison  with u n iv ersities , an<3 built science museums and 

lib r a r ie s . I t  further recommended that the "universities to be given 

generous grants-capital grants f o r . . .  libraries and workshops and 

recurring grants for maintenance aad expansion of f a c i l i t i ° s  for 

teaching and r e s e a r c h ,  (E?) that to ta l expenditure of at least one 

per cent of gross national product to be allowed to financing the 

a c tiv itie s  of the council and the universities (3) that S cien tific

160. I b i d . T P .9 3 .
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literature of a ll  kinds to be allowed to be freely imported by
. 1 6 1u n iv e rsities , research council and other sc ie n tific  agencies 

Government accepted the soundness of these recommendations and 

implemented many o f them.

To bridge the gap between rpsearch and developmpnt, i t  recomm

ended the establishment of branches of the Pakistan National Sci

e n tific  and Technical Documentation Centre (PANSDOC) at Dacca and
T v, 162Lahore.

S cien tific  Commission and Llbrarjps

The Commission recognising the importance of thp role of

lib ra ries  in research stated that as the universities arc* the only

in stitu tion s vhich can provide a t^am of sc ien tists for the various

educational, sc ie n tific  and industrial organisation, i t  is  necessary

that the research side of the universities be developed to the utmost

and^topmost priority bp given to the establishmpnt of veil-equipped

laboratories, l i b r a r i e s . . . " 1®3 Her<= ve find that the Commission gave

topmost priority in the establishmpnt of vell-equipp^d libraries

for the science Departments of the Universities* The Commission

observed that the absence of vell-equlpped libraries hampered respar-
164

ch in the u n iv ersities .

Equipment. Books and Journals
The Commission observed that "vith  regard to tpchnical equipment, 

books and journals the position in thp universities is ap palin g ...

161. I b id .,  p .59.

162. Pakistan. Tventy vpars of Pakistan* Karachi: Pakistan publica
tio n , 1967, pp.460-61.

163. O D .clt. 2 . p .13.

164. Ib id . , p .14.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



191

Everywhere there was acute shortage of books, periodicals and

sc ie n tific  Journals and lib r a r ie s , which are the very l i f e  of an

in stitution* They were out of date and poor. In a ll u n iversities,

without exception, important sc ie n tific  journals had not been imported

for the sc ie n tific  lib raries since 1954-55. Enthusiastic sc ie n tific

workers here and there had imported a few journals on their own up

to a lim it of Rs. 150 per year permissible under the import regula-
165tion  and some depended upon foreign friend'1. Thus i t  fu lly  recog

nised the importance of journals in the fie ld  of research in the 

then Pakistan and recommended for "foreign exchange allocation direct

to each university on an annual basis for the import of essential
166requirements of lib r a r ie s ".

The Commission in the chapter V IT I-"F a c llitle s  and Resources 

for Research" remarked that "no strategy for the promotion of sc i

e n tific  e ffo rt can succeed without adequate fa c i l it ie s  for research.
167

Library fa c i l i t ie s  and services are pre-requisite for every research". 

The Commission noticed a woeful lack of up-todate sc ie n tific  books 

and technical journals in the lib raries of universities and other 

s c ie n tific  establishments. l6 ^It suggested that the most important 

way to achieve contact with sc ie n tific  workers in other countries 

was through books, journals and other sc ie n tific  publications. Main- 

tanance of up-to-date libraries through a regular flow of sc ien tific  

literatu re was a ll  the more imperative in a country like the then

165. I b i ^ . , p . 15.

166. I b i d .

167. I b i d . ,  p . 17.

168 .  I b i d . , p . 62 .
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Pakistan ■where personal contacts vith international sc ien tists  

vere rather lim ited . Books vere as much of a basic need for scien

t i f i c  work as any piece of equipment and the cost vas comparatively 

so lov that a good-sized library could be stocked vith  books and

journals for a year in less than the cost of many a high-priced
169physical apparatus. So i t  expressed the viev that u n iversities, 

selected departments and the research council would be granted 

Individual General Licence (T.G.L) without any risk  o f abuse or 

danger to the foreign exchange position of the country. For the 

lib raries o f the research council, i t  also recommended (a) in ter-
1

library loans of books and journals, (b) procurement and preparation 

of m icro-films and photocopies of published papers and documents,

(c) preparation of bibliographies on specific  subjects, (d) trans

lation  into English o f Important sc ien tific  papers and (e) provision 

of contact l i s t s ,  i . e . l i s t  of scien tists in different countiies
170

vorking on problems of interest to Pakistan.

I t  stated that the programme of maintenance of lib r a r ie s , or 

such other centralised services as mentioned above, could not succ

eed unless ve had a corps of v e il  trained librarians in the cou n try ... 

But the payscales of librarians and assistant librarians vere so 

lov that these careers did not attract good talent from the univer

s i t i e s .1^3' So; i t  suggestedetraining of librarians and translators 

vithin  the country an d ... attractive pay scales and emoluments to 

qualified and ve il-tra in ed  librarian s’1. 172 I t  also recommended that

169. Ib id .
170. Ib id . .  p .63.

171. Ib id .

172. Ib id .
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Pakistan National Scientific  and Technical Documentation Centre
i v i(PANSDOC) should establish  branches at Lahore and Dacca.

The S cien tific  Commission Report of i960 was a valuable report 

for the promotion and study of science in thp then Pakistan. I t  paid 

special attention to sc ie n tific  research and finding out ways and 

means for providing adequate fa c i l it ie s  to the various research 

p- organizations o f  the country and ensuring u tiliza tio n  o f the results

o f research for the overall development of the country. In order to  

achieve i t s  ta rgets , the Commission very rightly  pointed out and 

emphasised the v ita l force of research i . e .  development of lib r a r ie s . 

L ibraries, specially  special lib raries including science libraries  

were undeveloped in tho then Pakistan and as such, the Commission 

observed that research, specially research in science could not 

progress. Hence i t  recommended that top-most priority should be given 

^ to  the development o f lib ra r ie s . Here l ie s  the greatest success of

the Commission. Even before or after this Commission Report, no 

Commission/Project/Committee/Plan for library development did reco

mmend " t o p - j j j o s t p r i o r i t y  in the developmpnt of lib r a r ie s . This 

was the most important aspect o f the Commission so far i t  was cons

idered from the standpoint of library development. I t  also recommen

ded well-equipped lib r a r ie s , mere establishment of lib raries was 

not enough; they must be well-equipped with men, materials

e tc . for greater service to the c lie n ta le . The Commission rightly  

pointed out the importance of upto-date or current journals which 

were the primary source o f research for the development o f sc ie n tific  
research in Pakistan. Books on science must be of recent edition .

173* I b i d . < p . 65 .

174. I b i d . . p . 13.
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So the Commission, t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the import o f  important jo u r n a ls

and books recommended grants  o f  f o r e i g n  exchange a l l o c a t i o n  " d i r e c t

t o  each u n i v e r s i t y  on an annual b a s i s 9^3 ' ' i n d iv id u a l  General

L ie e n c e s  ( I . G . L . )  w ithout  any r i s k  o f  abuse or  danger t o  the f o r e i g n
176

exchange p o s i t i o n  o f  the c o u n t r y 11. For l i b r a r i e s  o f  the r e se a rc h  

c o u n c i l  the Commission recommended in  a d d i t i o n  (a )  i n t e r - l i b r a r y  

f- l o a n s  o f  books and j o u r n a l s ,  (b )  procurement and p re p a ra t io n  o f

m i c r o - f i l m s  and p h o to c o p ie s  o f  pub l ished  papers and documents , ( c ) 

p r e p a ra t i o n  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  on s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t s  and (d )  p r o v i s i o n  

o f  c o n t a c t  l i s t  i . e . ,  l i s t  o f  s c i e n t i s t s  in  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  

working on problems o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  P ak is ta n .  I t  was a l s o  recommended 

t h a t  the scope  o f  UNESCO coupon be extended t o  a l l  the r e s e a r c h  coun

c i l s .  Another fundamental f e a tu r e  o f  the Report  was th a t  i t  r e c o 

mmended f o r  w e l l - t r a i n e d  l i b r a r i a n s  in  the country  e n jo y in g  a t t r a -
177y c t i v e  pay s c a l e  and emoluments.

The p o in t s  suggested  were d e f i n i t e l y  v ery  important but they 

la c k e d  a n a l y s i s .  The word "Top -m ost” p r i o r i t y  r e q u ire d  a n a ly s i s  and 

e l a b o r a t i o n .  I n t e r - l i b r a r y  lo a n s  o f  books and jo u r n a ls  i s  a matter 

o f  sound p lan n in g .  I t s  e x e c u t i o n  i s  a matter o f  great  c o m p l i c a t i o n  

s p e c i a l l y  f o r  the undeveloped country  l i k e  the then P ak is ta n .  The 

Commission c o u ld  expand the i d e a .  Procurement o f  s c i e n t i f i c  j o u r n a l s ,  

books  o f  r e c e n t  e d i t i o n ,  grant o f  f i n a n c i a l  a l l o c a t i o n ,  i n t e r - l i b r a r y  

l o a n ,  m i c r o - f i l m s  and p h o t o - c o p ie s  o f  pub l ish ed  documents, prepara

t i o n  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  t r a i n i n g  o f  l i b r a r i a n  and good pay s c a l e  f o r

175. Ib id . « p .20.

176. Ib id . « p .64.

177. I b id . , p .63.
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librarians are no doubt important points for the development o f  

lib raries but these are not a l l .  Many more points like lending 

f a c i l i t i e s ,  reference services, nature o f library education, techni

cal services e tc . vere ignored. The Commission visited  many important 

places, persons, teachers, administrators and sc ie n tis ts . But i t  

did not v is i t  the then important libraries and librarian s. Unfortu- 

 ̂ nately no one trained in librarianship vas included in the Commission.

In spite o f  a ll  these lapses and shortcomings, the report is no doubt 

an important document, helpful for the library planners for a ll times 

to come.

Development o f lib raries as reflected in Pakistan’ s 
Second Five-Year Plan (1960-65)

The resu lt o f  the First Five Year Plan specially from the -  

standpoint o f library development vas almost unsatisfactory as the 

Plan fa iled  to be executed for the reasons stated earlier.The Govt. 

i collected  materials for library development from different sources

i . e .  Key Report, S cien tific  Commission Report, Report on National 

Education e tc . The importance and fie ld s of library development vere 

focussed to the govt, through a ll  the aforesaid Reports. The Planning 

authority incorporated many library development programmes including 

many o f those stated in the above Commission Reports into the Second 

Five Year Plan.

The social and economic objectives of Pakistan’ s Second Five- 

Year Plan (1960-65) vas Inspired by the some philosophy and basic 

values as those o f the First Plan, as already mentioned. l7 ^Phe state

ments o f government policy and constitutional guarantees vere r e f le -

178. Pakistan. Planning Board. The First Five Year Plan ( 1 9 5 5 - 6 0 ) . 
PP. 1 - 6 .
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c t e d  and r e i t e r a t e d  i n  the Second plan in  the f o l l o w i n g  word* "The 

n a t i o n  a s p i r e s  t o  a standard o f  l i v i n g  f o r  a l l  i t s  people  as h igh  

as i t  can be achieved  w ith  the r e s o u r c e s  a v a i la b le  t o  i t :  e q u i t a b l e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w e a l th ;  e d u ca t ion  f o r  a l l  in accordance  with t h e i r  

t a l e n t s ;  v i c t o r y  over  d i s e a s e s ;  adequate f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t ra n s p o r t
179

and c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . . . "  The Second Plan was b e t t e r  des igned  and 

t e c h n i c a l l y  a s u p e r i o r  instrum ent .  Of c o u r s e ,  i t  had the advantage 

o f  drawing c o n c l u s i o n s  on the e x p e r ie n c e  o f  the F i r s t  P lan .  Further

more,  i t  was launched in  a much more fa v ou ra b le  c l im a te  w ith  b e t t e r  

f i n a n c i a l  b a ck in g .  What was e s p e c i a l l y  remarkable was th a t  i t  showed 

I n s i g h t  i n t o  the v a r io u s  asp ects  o f  human r e so u rce  development and 

a ss ign ed  t o  e d u ca t i o n  a much more Important r o l e  In o v e r - a l l  d e v e lo p 

ment than had been env isaged  in  the F i r s t  P lan .  The p r i o r i t y  assigned 

t o  e d u c a t i o n  in  the  Second Plan was c o n s i d e r a b l y  h ig h e r  than the F i r s t  

P lan ,  bo th  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  and q u a l i t a t i v e l y .  Q u a n t i t a t i v e l y ,  the  share 

o f  e d u c a t i o n  was r a i s e d  from 6 . 2  per c e n t  o f  the t o t a l  plan a l l o c a t i o n

in  the F i r s t  Plan t o  7 . 7  per c e n t . 1 0̂ in  the second Plan.

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th r e e  dominant s tra ln h ora n  through the Second P lan .  

F i r s t ,  the stubborn problem o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  prod u ct ion  was t o  be 

a t tacked  v i g o r o u s l y ;  the aim was to  ach ieve  a breakthrough in  a g r i 

c u l t u r e .  Second, the aim was to  push ahead w ith  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e lo p 

ment by encourag ing  p r iv a te  e n t e r p r i s e  In a l l  p r a c t i c a b l e  ways and by

179. P a k is ta n .  Planning Commission. The Second Five Year Plan 
( 1 9 6 0 - 6 5 p . l .

180. T h is  d e c l i n e d  t o  4 per c e n t ,  however,  because the t o t a l  Plan 
a l l o c a t i o n  was r a i s e d  su b sequen t ly  t o  24 ,000  m i l l i o n  ruppes 
( from  19,000 m i l l i o n  r u p e e s ) ,  whereas the a l l o c a t i o n  f o r  educa
t i o n  r o s e  t o  on ly  1 ,050 m i l l i o n  rupees  (from 990 m i l l i o n  o r i g i 
n a l l y  s p e c i f i e d ) .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



197

f r e e i n g  the economy from s u p e r f lu o u s  r e s t r a i n t s .  A n i th i r d ,  e d u ca t io n  

at a l l  l e v e l s  vas  t o  be expanded and advanced as f a s t  as r e q u ire d  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p e rso n n e l  cou ld  be provided*

Another n o t a b le  f e a tu re  o f  the Second Plan vas the e f f o r t  made 

at the  u n i f i e d  o r g a n ic  growth o f  the v a r io u s  s e c t o r s  based on the 

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The Plan very  r i g h t l y  s t r e 

s s e d :  "Economic and human aspects  o f  the Plan programmes are i n t e r 

dep end en t .  P r o d u c t i v i t y  i s  a f f e c t e d  by c o n d i t i o n s  o f  h e a l t h ,  educa

t i o n  and w e l f a r e  among the workers and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s " . 1^1 I t  a l s o  

p laced  gre a t  emphasis on the need t o  r e l a t e  the human r e so u r ce s  

programme t o  lo n g -r a n g e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  and g o a l s — o f  p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i '  

- c a n c e  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  As i t  was s ta te d  in  the Plan i t s e l f :  "The Second 

Plan h a s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  be viewed in  the broad p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  l o n g 

term growth o f  the economy. I t  i s  proposed t o  double  the  e x i s t i n g  

l e v e l  o f  n a t i o n a l  income in  the  Fourth Plan p e r i o d ,  and t o  quadruple 

i t  in  the  S ix th  Plan p e r i o d .  Adherpnce t o  t h i s  growth n e c e s s i t a t e d  

a r a te  o f  growth o f  20% in  the Third Plan pe r io d  and 30# during the

Fourth and F i f t h  Plan p e r i o d s .  The Second Plan, a c c o r d i n g l y ,  aimed '
„ 182

at i n c r e a s i n g  the n a t i o n a l  income by 20??.

The Importance a t tached  t o  the lon g -ran g e  g oa ls  as s ta te d  in  

the government p o l i c y  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  guarantees  vas a l s o  e v id e n t  

In  the  Second Plan which had a s i n g l e  un d er ly in g  purpose i t o  advance

the c o u n try  as fa r  as p o s s i b l e  w i t h i n  the next  f i v e  y e a r s ,  along the
183roa d  o f  these  lo n g -r a n g e  o b j e c t i v e s .  "

]8 1 .  P a k is ta n .  P lanning Commission. The Second F ive -Y ear  P l a n ( l 9 6 Q - 6 5 ) . 
K arach i :  i9 6 0 ,  p . 330.

182. I b i d . . p . 4 .

183. I b i d . . p . l .
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The g o a ls  o f  development r e p re se n te d  the va lues  which in s p i r e d

the peop le  and s u s ta in e d  then i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g le  f o r  freedom. The

o b l i g a t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  these  v a lu e s  in  the l i f e  o f  the people  was

t h e r e f o r e  primary.  The same i d e a  was r e f l e c t e d  in  the Second Five

Year Plan in  the f o l l o w i n g  words:  "The awakening a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  the

p eop le  are e x e r t i n g  s t ro n g  pressures  on the e x i s t i n g  economic  and
1 PAs o c i a l  o r d e r . . . rtJ-

The enthusiasm and id e a l i sm  d isp la y e d  in  the Second Plan were 

a l s o  watched by a sense o f  r e a l i s m  and r a t i o n a l  approach'.  The Plan 

s t r o k e  a n o te  o f  r e a l i s m  in  i t s  v e ry  p r e f a c e :  "No d o c t r i n a i r e  ass

umptions u n d e r l i e  the p la n ,  and n e i t h e r  an e x c l u s i v e l y  c a p i t a l i s t

nor  an e x c l u s i v e l y  s o c i a l i s t  economy i s  p o s t u l a t e d .  The approach
, ,  185throughout  i s  p ra g m a t ic " .

The Plan l i k e  the  F i r s t  one was e q u a l ly  emphatic  in  c r e a t i n g  

the  maximum i n c e n t i v e s ,  m o t iv a t io n s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a l l  concerned 

t o  c o n t r i b u t e  towards development:  "By every  means at i t s  d i s p o s a l ,  

the  n a t i o n  must endeavour t o  c r e a t e  the c o n d i t i o n s ,  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

and i n c e n t i v e s  by which i n d i v i d u a l s  can d e v e lo p  t h e i r  c a p a c i t i e s ,  

s t r i v e  f o r  h ig h e r  l e v e l s  o f  f u l f i l m e n t  and p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  in  e c o 

nomic and s o c i a l  l i f e " . 186 

The Second Five  Year Plan and L i b r a r i e s

The Second Five  Year Plan u n l ik e  the F i r s t  Plan paid emphasis 

upon s p e c i a l  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e s ,  l n t e r -

184. I b i d . . P.XIV.

185. I t ? I d . » P. X I I I .
186 . I M d .  , p. 329 .
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l i b r a r y  l o a n s ,  un ion  l i s t  and c a t a l o g u e ,  c o o p e r a t i v e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  

work and t r a in i n g  o f  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i a n .  Thus i t  was s ta te d  in  the 

Plan th a t  "Development o f  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  

su p p o r t  r e s e a r c h . . .  T h is  s e r v i c e  should be accompanied by the p o o l in g  

o f  r e f e r e n c e  m a t e r i a l s  through i n t e r - l i b r a r y  l o a n s ,  Union l i s t s  and 

c a t a lo g u e s  and c o o p e r a t i v e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  work.  By th ese  means the 

i n f o r m a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  ag enc ies  can be g r e a t l y  augmen

t e d .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e  are i n c r e a s i n g l y  a v a i l a b l e  to

a s s i s t  the  t r a in e d  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i a n .  As s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  are deve -
1 87l o p e d ,  the need f o r  a c e n t r a l  c a t a lo g u e  w i l l  become more p r e s s i n g . 0

The p lanners  observed  the d e p lo r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  the then 

c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  and they paid c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  

t h e i r  deve lopm ent .  As such i t  was s t a t e d  in the Report  th a t  " P a r t i 

c u l a r  emphasis has been p laced  upon the improvement o f  e x i s t i n g  c o l l 

eges  and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  In  East P a k is ta n ,  f i v e  g o v t ,  and 28 n on -gov t  

c o l l e g e s  w i l l  be s treng th ened  by p ro v id in g  them w ith  a d d i t i o n a l  l a b o 

r a t o r i e s  f o r  s c i e n c e  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  l i b r a r i e s  and b o o k s ,  equipment,
1 88study  rooms f o r  t e a c h e r s  and a d d i t i o n a l  s t a f f . "

The Second Plan l i k e  the F i r s t  one recommended the development 

o f  h igh standard o f  e d u ca t io n  and p r o v i s i o n  o f  encouragement and 

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  in  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  So " t o  d e v e lo p  a h igh  s tan 

dard o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  and t o  encourage and f a c i l i t a t e  r e se a rc h  at the 

u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  the Plan en v isa g es  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  l a b o 

r a t o r i e s ,  study rooms f o r  t e a ch e rs  and other  e s s e n t i a l  b u i ld in g  at 

the  u n i v e r s i t i e s " . 1®9

187. I f r t l -

188* I b i d . . p .3 4 8 .

189 .  I b i d . ’
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The p lanners  o b s e r v in g  the inadpquate f i n a n c i a l  support  in 

the past  f o r  the  development o f  l i b r a r i e s  recommended l i b e r a l  f in a n 

c i a l  p r o v i s i o n .  Thus in  the s e c t i o n ,  "promotion o f  a r t ,  c u l t u r e  and 

s p o r t s "  i t  vas  s ta te d  that  as l i t e r a r y ,  a r t i s t i c ,  and c u l t u r a l  a c t i 

v i t i e s  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  adequate f i n a n c i a l  support  in  the past and 

t h e r e f o r e  la n g u is h e d ,  the Plan ’ proposed to  promote and a c c e l e r a t e  

these  a c t i v i t i e s  by making l i b e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  them.

In  the then East P ak is ta n ,  the programme inc luded  tv o  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  

at C h ittagong  and Khulna and a number o f  m obi le  l e n d in g  l i b r a r i o s .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the C entra l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  at Dacca 

vas t o  be expanded. In West Pakistan the Plan prov id ed  f o r  the e s t a b 

l i sh m e n t  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  museums, in c l u d i n g  s c i e n c e  museums anr! three  

c u l t u r a l  c e n t r e s ,  In  a d d i t i o n  to  the e x i s t i n g  c e n t r e  at  Shah Abdul 

L a t i f a b a d . ' 190 I

In the same s e c t i o n  in  para 38 i t  vas fu r th e r  s ta te d  that  b e c a 

use o f  the  g rea t  e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  the plan 

e n v isa g e d  "the expansion  o f  the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the c e n t r a l  government 

D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  A rch ives  and L i b r a r i e s . . .Endovments t o  s u p p o r t . . .  

l i b r a r i e s  should  be e s t a b l i s h e d . . . I t  i s  n e ce s s a ry  to  e s t a b l i s h  a 

N a t i o n a l  Book T ru st  f o r  undertaking  the la r g e  s c a l e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  

books needed f o r  s c h o l a r s  as v e i l  as the  genera l  r e a d p r .  Import o f  

books  shou ld  be f r e e d  from r e s t r i c t i o n ,  a lthough a check  on the import 

o f  cheap t ra sh y  p u b l i c a t i o n s  should be e x e r c i s e d . . .  " -^ 1  The Plan thus 

recommended f o r  the expans ion  o f  the c e n t r a l  government D i r e c t o r a t e  

o f  A rch ives  and L i b r a r i e s .  I t  fu r t h e r  rpcommended endowment t o  support

190. I b i d . . p . 351.

191. I b i d .
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l i b r a r i e s  and N a t io n a l  Book T rust  and withdrawal o f  r e s t r i c t i o n  on 

import  o f  book s .

Both the Plans were w e l l d e s ig n e d .  In many o f  i t s  t e c h n i c a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and a l s o  in  i t s  approach t o  the r o l e  o f  edu ca t ion  

in  deve lopm ent ,  the Second Plan made grea t  advances and bore  ev id en ce  

o f  i n s i g h t  and t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l  in  the des ig n  o f  programmes in the 

d i f f e r e n t  s e c t o r s  o f  deve lopm ent .  P a k is ta n ’ s Second Plan vas assessed 

by a d i s t in g u i s h e d  B r i t i s h  econom ist  e d u ca tor  as "a r e a l i s t i c  and
192

e x p e r t  one ,  r e f l e c t i n g  the s p i r i t  and e f f i c i e n c y  o f  the new government"

. . . E a c h  part  o f  the plan i s  c o s t e d  in  terms o f  s k i l l  as v e i l  as in
193

terms o f  f i n a n c e " .  The Sedond P la n ' s  chapter  on manpower and edu

c a t i o n  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  economic grovth  vas  "a m aster ly  survey o f  the
194

problems o f  manpower t r a in i n g  In r e l a t i o n  to  economic g r o w t h . . . ' ’

East Pakistan  Programme-Public  Sector
195

L i s t  o f  schemes in c lu d e d  i n  the Second Five Year Plan (1960 -65 )

vere:

1. Improvement o f  
c e n t r a l  p u b l i c  
L i b r a r y .

Plan a l l o c a t i o n Forelgn
Exchange
component

On eoln^/Nev

0 .9 1 0 .2 5 New

2 .  E stab l ishm ent  o f  
t v o  more p u b l i c  
L ib r a r i e s  0 C-tg. 
and Khulna)

1.03 0 .2 0 Do

3 .  Improvement o f  
15 d i s t r i c t  
l i b r a r i e s .

0 .2 7 0 .0 3 Do

4 .  Estab l ishm ent
o f  m ob i le  le n d in g  

. . l i b r a r i e s .

0 .2 3 . • • • • Do

1962, p . 143
193. I b i d .
194.  I b i d .
195.  P ak is tan^  PI

L is  t _ o f  Sc heme s  ln e l  urtert I n the
P a k i s t ^ T P r e s ? 7 ~ l y i u Ka r s c h i : l i n a g e r , Government
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West P ak is ta n  Programme;
196L i s t  o f  schemes in c lu d e d  in  the Second F ive  Year Plan were:

Plan a l l o c a t i o n  Fore ign  On g o i n g /
Exchange New

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Component_________________

1. Improvement o f  7 .5 0  1.50 New
b u i l d i n g  o f  20 degree
c o l l e g e s  (s tudy  rooms, 
l i b r a r i e s  and l a b o r a t o r i e s )

f
2 .  Grants i n - a i d  f o r  

im proving  the b u i l d in g s  
o f  n o n - g o v t .  Degree 
c o l l e g e s  ou t  o f  the 
e x i s t i n g  o n e s (s tu d y  room, 
l i b r a r i e s . . . )

3 .  Improvement o f  l i b r a r i e s  
and read in g  rooms in  
g o v t ,  c o l l e g e s .

4 .  Improvement o f  l i b r a r i e s  
and re a d in g  rooms o f  non- 
G ovt .  Degree c o l l e g e s .

y 5 .  E s ta b l i sh m e n t197
o f  N a t io n a l  
L i b r a r i e s  ( 1 s t  phase)

L i s t  o f  schemes f o r  the c e n t r a l  Govt,  w e r e : -

N a t io n a l  0 .0 2  -  Do
Book C entre .

2 .5 0  0 .5 0  Do

1.60  0 .6 0  Do

0 .5 0  0 .2 0  Do

1.00 0 .7 9  Do

196. I b i d .  . p p .7 2 -7 3 .

197. Along with  economic  d i s p a r i t y ,  l i b r a r y  d i s p a r i t y  was a lso  v i s i b l e .  
There was no p r o p o s a l  f o r  the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  the same in the 
then East P ak is tan .

198. I b i d . . p . 103.
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Revised  L i s t  o f  schemes in c lu d e d  in  the second Five Year

Plan (1 9 6 0 -6 5 )  f o r  East P a k is ta n -P u b l i c  S e c t o r ,  w e r e : -

Revised F ore ign  On going/New
plan a l l o c a t i o n  Exchange

component

203

199

1. Improvement
o f  c e n t r a l  p u b l i c  
L i b r a r y .

2 .  E stab l ishm ent  o f  
two l i b r a r i e s  at 
C h ittagong  and 
Khulna.

3 .  Improvement o f  
15 d i s t r i c t  
l i b r a r i e s .

4 .  E stab l ishm ent  o f  
m obi le  l e n d in g  
l i b r a r i e s .

0 .9 0

1.52

0 .2 7

0 .3 2

0 .4 7

0 .3 0

0 .0 3

0 .0 9

Nev

Do

Do

Do

200The Revised  l i s t  o f  schemes f o r  West Pakistan during  the Second 

Five  Year Plan was

1.261. E stab l ish m en t  o f  
Museum

2 .  E sta b l ish m en t  o f  
N a t io n a l  L i b r a r i e s  
( 1 s t  Phase)

1.00

0.16

0 .2 6

New

Bo

199. P a k is ta n .  Planning Commission. Revised l i s t  o f  schemes in c lu d e d  
in  the Second Five Year Plan *1960-65^ T K arach i :  Government o f  
Pak is tan  P re s s ,  1961. p . 39.

200.  I b i d . . p . 81.
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The r e v i s e d  l i s t  o f  scheaes o f  the c e n t r a l  government was 

f o l l o w s : -

201

Revised 
plan a l l o 
c a t i o n

Foreign
Exchange
component

On going/New

0 .1 7

0 .4 1

0 .6 7

New

Do

Do

1 . N a t io n a l  Book 0 .2 4
C e n t r e .

z. L ia q ua t  N a t ion a l  L ib r a r y  2 .25

3. N a t io n a l  Arch ives
o f  Pakistan  1 .28

202The Development programme from 1st Ju ly  i960 to  30 June 

1961 f o r  the then East Pakistan was as f o l l o w s

T o ta l  c o s t  P r o v i s i o n  f o r  19 60 -61 .

1. Improvement o f
15 d i s t r i c t  l i b r a r i e s

2 .  Estab l ishm en t  o f  P u b l ic  
L i b r a r i e s  at C-tg. and 
Khulna.

3 .  Further  improvement 
o f  CPL.

West P ak is ta n203

( i )  L ib r a r y  grants
t o  Govt ,  c o l l e g e s

( i i )  P r o v i s i o n  o f  L ib ra ry  
and read ing  rooms in  
g o v t ,  c o l l e g e  f o r  woman,
L y a l l p u r .

( i i i )  L ib r a r y  grants  t o  
n o n -g o v t ,  c o l l e g e s .

0 .3 50  m i l l i o n

2.000  m i l l i o n

1.000 m i l l i o n  

1 .400 m i l l i o n

0.020

0 .6 00  m i l l i o n

0 .2 00  m i l l i o n

.50 m i l l i o n .  

.099 m i l l i o n

.700 m i l l i o n

201 .  I b i d . . p . 112.

202 .  P ak is ta n .  Planning Commission. Development Programme (1 s t  Julz. 
196Q-3Qth June 1 9 6 i )  as approved bv the Economic C o u n c i l . June 
1960, p . 42 .

203.  I b i d .
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During the Second Five Year p e r io d  the f o l l o w i n g  schemes were 
204f i n a l l y  launched in  East P ak is tan .

The Scheme Cost in v o lv e d

1. Two g o v t ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  at Rs. 20 .00  Lacs
C h ittagon g  and Khulna.

2 .  Improvement o f  15 d i s t r i c t  Rs. 3 .5 0  l a c s .
(non-government)  l i b r a r i e s

3 .  E stab l ish m en t  o f  60 m obile  Rs. 3 .2 0  l a c s ,
l e n d in g  l i b r a r i e s .

4 .  Improvement o f  the CPL Rs. 10.00 l a c s .

205The f i r s t  th ree  schemes were implemented but the  f o u r th  

remained unimplemented, because in  1962 the s i t e  and b u i ld i n g  o f  

the  CPL went out  t o  the Dacca U n i v e r s i t y .  I t  was d e c id e d  that  the
206

C .P .L .  would be r e h a b i l i t a t e d  e l s e w h e r e .  So a r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  scheme 

at an e s t im a ted  c o s t  o f  Rs. 24 ,  Lacs was approved f o r  implementation 

during  the 2nd plan p e r i o d .  The expansion  scheme (No IV)  merged i n t o  

the R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  Scheme o f  CPL, which u n fo r tu n a t e ly  remained un- 

impleraented t o o  and was c a r r i e d  over  t o  the 3rd Plan .  Meanwhile the 

CPL co n t in u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  in  i t s  former b u i l d in g  by arrangement w ith  

the Dacca U n iv e r s i t y .

205

204. P roceed in g s  o f  the Seminar. Dacca: East P ak istan  L ibrary  
A s s o c i a t i o n  and the B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l ,  1966, p .2 4 .

20 5 .  I b i d .

206 .  I b i d .
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The f o l l o w i n g  Govt,  g r a n t s - i n - a i d  per annum (ea ch )  vere  a v a i -
207l a b l e  t o  n o n -g o v t ,  l i b r a r i e s  in  East P ak istan .

N on -re cu rr in g  Recurring

D i s t r i c t  l i b r a r i e s  Around Rs. 4 ,0 0 0  Rs. 2 , 0 0 0 / 

S u b - D iv i s i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  Around Rs. 2 ,000 Rs. n i l

Thana l i b r a r i e s  Around Rs. 1,000 n i l

Rural l i b r a r i e s  Around Rs. 600 n i l .

Other s o u r c e s  o f  t h e i r  income v e r e  s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  d o n a t i o n ,  d i s c r e 

t i o n a r y  grant  from l o c a l  o f f i c e r s ,  a id  from m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  D i s t r i c t  

and Union C o u n c i l s .

Thus from the above i t  can be summarised th a t  ( i )  Grovth o f  

non Govt,  l i b r a r i e s  v e r e  v e ry  s low .  Development vas uneven as the 

u n i t s  v e r e  not  c e n t r a l l y  planned but  grev in  an unplanned manner out  

o f  l o c a l  e f f o r t s ,  ( i i )  Growth in  the r u r a l  areas was s low er  and rema

ined s o ,  as long  as c a p i t a l  grant f o r  i n i t i a l  c o s t s  o f  b u i l d i n g ,  

f u r n i t u r e  e t c ,  was n o t  granted ,  ( i i i )  W atchfulness  on the part o f  

l o c a l  o f f i c e r s  was not  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  ensure b e t t e r  maintenance and 

proper  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  ( i v )  P h i la n t h r o p i c  h e l p  was not  fo r thcom in g ;
p O  S3

( v )  E n e r g e t i c  propa ga t ion  o f  the p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  id eas  was l a c k i n g .

( v i )  M ob i le  book boxes  tended t o  s ta g n a te .  A c t i v i s a t i o n  o f  s ch o o l  

l i b r a r i e s  was a l so  l a c k i n g .

The Plan r e c o g n is e d  the importance o f  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s .  I t  

Mentioned the need f o r  improvement o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  order  t o  render  

r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  study and r e s e a r c h .  Improvement o f  c o l l e g e  

and u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  in  East  P ak istan  now Bangladesh r e c e i v e d

207. I b i d . . p . 26*

208.  I b i d . . 27 .
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a t t e n t i o n .  But i n  view o f  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  the amount o f  a t t e n t i o n  paid 

t o  the development o f  s p e c i a l ,  c o l l e g e  and U n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  vas 

n o t  enough.  The Commission vas a b s o l u t e l y  s i l e n t  about o th e r  types  o f  

l i b r a r i e s .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  there  vas h a rd ly  any v i s i b l e  and s i g n i f i c a n t  

p r o g r e s s  in  l i b r a r y  development du r ing  the tvo  Plan p e r i o d s .  Persons 

I n t e r e s t e d  in  L ib r a r y  development t h e r e f o r e  w aited  v i t h  hopes and a 

f  e x p i r a t i o n s  f o r  the T h ird  Five Year Plan which vas pub l ished  in  June,

1965. ■

Conmlsslon o f  Students Problems and W elfare  (1 9 6 5 )

The M a r t i a l  Law vas promulgated in  Pakistan in  1958 in  order  

t o  b r in g  dovn p o l i t i c a l  c r i s e s  and t e n s io n  and t o  improve law and 

o r d e r  s i t u a t i o n .  To Improve the standard and p a tte rn  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  

the R eport  o f  Commission on N a t io n a l  Education  vas prepared and p a r t ly  

implemented.  Though th ere  vere  many good elements in  the R ep or t ,  the 

i s tu d e n ts  community, I n s p i r e d  and I n s t i g a t e d  by p o l i t i c i a n s ,  r e v o l t e d

f i r s t l y  ag a in st  the Report  and consequently a g a in st  the g o v t .  When 

t h i s  r e v o l t  in  bo th  the v in g s  o f  the country  exp loded  the P res iden t  

ap po in ted  the Commission on Students Problems and W elfare  t o  b r in g  

down s tu den ts  u n re s t  and s o lv e  t h e i r  problems.

The Commission on N at iona l  Education s e t  up by the Govt,  o f
P09

Pak is tan  submitted i t s  Report  on August 26,  1959. I t s  recommenda

t i o n s  v e r e  accep ted  by the govt  on A p r i l  6 ,  1960 and the re form s v e r e  

t o  be implemented from the beg in n in g  o f  the academic year  1961-62.

The U n i v e r s i t y  Ordinances vere  promulgated in  June 1961 in  East Pakis 

tan and in  September 1961 in  West P ak is ta n .  But v l t h i n  a y e a r ,  there  

a f t e r ,  e a r l y  in  September, 1962 s tu den ts  a g i t a t i o n  erupted  at f i r s t

209 .  P a k is ta n .  M i n i s t r y  o f  E duca t ion .  Report o f  the  Coirplsgiofl on 
N a t io n a l  E d u c a t i o n . K arach i :  Manager o f  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 9 5 9 ,p.
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in  East P ak is tan  and l a t e r  in  West Pakistan ag a in st  thp re form s  

in t r o d u ce d  at the c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l s .  Students came i n t o  

c l a s h  at v a r io u s  p la ce s  v i t h  the agencies  o f  Law and Order and 

f i r i n g  had t o  be r e s o r t e d  t o  d i s p e r s e  the dem onstra tors .  In East 

Pakistan  g e n e ra l  s t r i k e  was c a l l e d  on September, 7 ,  1962 a g a in st  

the E ducation  Commission Reforms. This  c a l l  was taken up in  West 

Pakistan  a l s o  and u l t i m a t e l y  government y i e l d e d  t o  t h i s  pressure  

and v i r t u a l l y  withdrew the t h r e e -y e a r  pass c o u r s e .  A fte r  t h i s  the 

tempo o f  s tu den ts  un res t  and a g i t a t i o n  in c r e a s e d  and s tudents  demands 

kept  on mounting.  Again there  were c la s h e s  between the p o l i c e  and 

s tu d en ts  at Dacca,  Karachi and Lahore .  There was fu r th e r  d i s tu rb a n ce s  

at  the campus at Peshawar on December 11, 1964 when the p o l i c e  and 

s tu d e n ts  came i n t o  s e r i o u s  c o n f o n t r a t i o n .

There was r a p i d l y  growing s p i r i t  o f  i n d i s c i p l i n e  amongst youn

ger  g e n e r a t i o n .  There was a l s o  a d i s q u i e t i n g  sense o f  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  

n o t  on ly  among the  s tudents  but a l s o  amongst t e a c h e r s  who adopted 

a p o l i c y  o f  a l o o f n e s s ,  as i f  i t  vas  no lo n g e r  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n  t o  

promote the s p i r i t  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  and o r d e r ly  behaviour  amongst 

s tu d e n ts .  Standard o f  t ea ch in g  and examination  d e t e r i o r a t e d .  Adoption 

o f  u n f a i r  means t o  succeed  in  the examinations  became rampant. A

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  a c t u a l l y  suggested  that  " i n t e g r i t y  and hon esty  s e e -
210me< t o  have d isappeared  even from the academic f i e l d " .  ' I t  was in

these  c i r cu m sta n ces  that  the P res id en t  announced at Multan th a t

a h igh -p ow ered  Commission would be appointed t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i n t o
211the problems o f  s tu d e n ts .  -LX

208

210. P ak is ta n .  M in i s t r y  o f  E du ca t ion .  Re p o r t  o f  the  Commission p.f  
Students  Problems and W e l f a r e , K arach i :  Manager o f  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,
1965, p . 5.

211. I b i d . , p .6 .
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The Commission o f  Students  Problems and W elfare  vas se t  up 

by a N o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the M in i s t r y  o f  E d u ca t io n ,  Government o f

P a k is ta n ,  b e a r in g  No. F. 7 - 3 /6 4 - U E - I ,  dated  December 15, 1964.

The Commission o r i g i n a l l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  the f o l l o v i n g : -  

1. Mr. J u s t i c e  Hamoodur Rahman, Judge, Supreme Court o f  Pakistan 

(Chairman) (2 )  Mr. J u s t i c e  S.A. Mahraood, Judge,  High Court o f  West 

Pakistan  (Member) (3 )  Mr. Kazi Anvarul Huque, Chairman, C entra l  

P ub l ic  S e r v i c e  Commission (Member) (4 )  Mr* Nasir  Ahmed, Chairman, 

West P ak is tan  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission (Member).

The terms o f  r e f e r e n c e  o f  the  Commission as s e t  out in  the 

above N o t i f i c a t i o n  vere  as f o l l o v s : -

1. To examine the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  Ordinances and 

s u g g e s t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  vhenever n e c e s s a r y ;  (2 )  To take s t o c k  o f  

e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a sound programme o f  s tu d ie s  and to suggest  

re m e d ia l  measures commensurate v i t h  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s ;  (3 )  To 

determine the adequacy or o therw ise  o f  the r e c r e a t i o n a l  and W elfare  

f a c i l i t i e s  o f  s tudents  and suggest  vays and means o f  p r o v id in g  them

v i t h i n  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e ;  and (4 )  To examine any o ther  matter  a f f e 

c t i n g  student  l i f e . 213 *

The Commission in  the f i r s t  in s t a n c e ,  i n v i t e d  statements 

in  v r i t i n g  from i n t e r e s t e d  p e rs o n s ,  t o  bp sent t o  the S e cre ta ry  

in  h i s  p r iv a te  address and the date g iven  f o r  t h i s  purpose vas

January 15, 1965. A p ress  note  t o  that  e f f e c t  vas  pub l ished  in  a l l

nevspapers  in  both  v in g s  o f  the then P ak is tan .  But the resp onse  t o  

the  i n v i t a t i o n  vas not  encourag ing  as only  52 s tatements  v ere  r e c e i 

ved t i l l  January 22 ,  1965. The Commission then d ec id ed  t o  make

212

212 .  I b i d . ,  p . 1 .

213 .  I b i d .
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another  e f f o r t  t o  e l i c i t  the o p in io n  o f  persons most v i t a l l y

concern ed  -with and having f i r s t  hand knowledge o f  s tu den ts  problems
214and a c c o r d i n g l y  prepared a d e t a i l e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  154 c o p i e s

i
o f  the q u e s t i o n n a i r e  were is s u e d  t o  V i c e - c h a n c e l l o r s ,  r e t i r e d  V i c e 

C h a n c e l l o r s ,  P r o f e s s o r s  and other  u n i v e r s i t y  t e a c h e r s ,  Princip.<vCs 

o f  c o l l e g e s ,  eminent e d u c a t i o n i s t s  and o th er  persons connected  with 

f  e d u c a t i o n  in  bo th  wings o f  P ak is tan .  A l t o g e th e r  55 r e p l i e s  were

r e c e i v e d ,  on ly  seven persons answered the q u e s t io n n a ir e  from East 

P a k is ta n ,  o f  these  only  3 from u n i v e r s i t y  t e a c h e r s ,  one from Dacca 

U n i v e r s i t y ,  2 from Rajshahi  and three  from P r i n c i p a l s  o f  Govemraent 

C o l l e g e s . 215The Commission worked in  East Pakistan from May 8 ,  1965 

to  May 29 ,  1965. During t h i s  per iod  i t  in te r v ie w e d  227 persons and 

v i s i t e d  15 i n s t i t u t i o n s .

The Commission observed  th a t  in  the Higher Secondary Stage

j " th e re  are few. i f  any, c o l l e g e s  which can c la im  t o  be p ro p e r ly
1 216 

equ ipped  w ith  a w e l l  s to ck ed  l i b r a r y  and a s p a c io u s  read ing  room ."

So the Commission recommended th a t  " th ere  should be at l e a s t  one

in te r m e d ia te  c o l l e g e  at each s u b d i v l s i o n a l  h e a d q u a r te r s . .  .w i th

adequate p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  in  the shape o f . .  . l a b o r a t o r i e s , l i b -  
217r a r i e s . . .  ’•

The Commission paid emphasis upon the r o l e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  o f  

the u n i v e r s i t i e s .  I t  admitted that  L ib ra ry  was the p r e - r e q u i s i t e  f o r

214 .  I b i d . . p . 2.

215 .  I b i d . «  p . 3 .

216 . I b i d . . p . 38 .

217 .  I b i d .
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the  u n i v e r s i t y .  So i t  vas s ta te d  th a t  "we are d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  in  

favour  o f  the  p o l i c y  o f  s e t t i n g  up a u n i v e r s i t y  w ithou t  b u i l d i n g . . .  

l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  l i b r a r i e s  e t c .  The nucleus  o f  a u n i v e r s i t y  must f i r s t

In  s u rv ey in g  the government c o l l e g e s  the Commission observed

t h a t  the meagre sums g iven  f o r  purchase o f  books f o r  the l i b r a r i e s

c o u l d  n o t  o f t e n  be spent du r ing  the f i n a n c i a l  yea r  as government

re d - ta p is m  r e q u i r e d  that  each book o f  the va lue  o f  Rs* 2 0 / -  or  more

shou ld  be purchased w ith  the p r i o r  approval  o f  the D i r e c t o r  o f

E d u ca t ion .  The approval  was u s u a l l y  r e c e i v e d  at a time when the book

vas  e i t h e r  n o t  a v a i la b le  i n  the narket  or  the f i n a n c i a l  year  vas 
219

about t o  end .  A l l  these  com pla in ts  v ere  con f irm ed  b e f o r e  the
220

members o f  the Commission by the D i r e c t o r  o f  E duca t ion .

The Commission observed  th a t  the f a c i l i t i e s  in c lu d in g  l i b r a r i e s  

in  " c o l l e g e s ,  both  p r iv a te  and government « r e  d i s t r e s s i n g l y  in a d e -

a l i b r a r y ,  in  charge  o f  a q u a l i f i e d  l i b r a r i a n .  The Commission r e c o 

mmended " f o r  l i s t s  o f  standard la b o r a t o r y  equipment and reading  

m a t e r ia l s  c o n s id e r e d  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  a D egree / In te rm e d ia te  c o l l e g e  

l i b r a r y  to  be drawn up by the committees o f  s e n i o r  c o l l e g e  and 

u n i v e r s i t y  t e a c h e r s  and fu rn ish ed  to a l l  heads o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ith  

a view to  t h e i r  be ing  procured as a f i r s t  charge on t h e i r  l a b o r a t o r y

218 .  I b i d . ,  p . 41 .

219.  I b i d . ,  p . 4 2 .

220 .  I b i d .

221* I b i d . , p . 51*
222.  I b i d .

be brought  in t o  be in g  and then the U n iv e r s i t y  i t s e l f " . 218

the Commission i n d i c a t e d  ' t h e  normal requirements
poo

( L ib r a r y )  needed f o r  e f f i c i e n t  t e a c h in g * .  “Flach c o l l e g e  should have
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and l i b r a r y  a l l o c a t i o n s .  Books o f  genera l  r e f e r e n c e  and cu rre n t

r e a d in g  m a t e r ia l s  should be kept  in  a separate  read ing  room. Each

c o l l e g e  shou ld  a l s o  have a r e n t a l  l i b r a r y  from v h ic h  s tu den ts  who

can not  a f f o r d  t o  buy books may be able  to  h i r e  books f o r  a term

or f u l l  s e s s i o n  on payment o f  a small  f e e .  Each l i b r a r y  should a l so

have a s ep a ra te  s e c t i o n  f o r  women students  whenever there  i s  c o 
. . .  „ 223educ at i o n " .

C on s id er in g  the importance o f  Text  b o o k s ,  the Commission
OOAobserved  th a t  ’’ s tu d e n ts  want cheaper  and b e t t e r  t e x t b o o k s " .  I t  

f u r t h e r  observed  th a t  there  was a great  d i f f i c u l t y  in  im port ing  

f o r e i g n  books in  s u f f i c i e n t  numbers and they were a l s o  q u i te  expen

s i v e .  So fa r  as c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i p s  were c o n ce rn e d ,  they were apart 

from ra re  e x c e p t i o n s ,  u s u a l l y  very  p oor ly  s t o c k e d .  Even in  the case  

o f  o ld  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  which i n h e r i t e d  r i c h  l i b r a r i e s ,  few a d d i t i o n s  

had been made s in c e  Independence .  The grants  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  t o  govern

ment c o l l e g e s  were a l so  meagre.  No government c o l l e g e  was ab le  t o  

u t i l i s e  t h i s  grant  t o  the f u l l  by reason  o f  i t s  u s u a l l y  b e ing  r e l e a 

sed  l a t e  and the r u le  which r e q u i r e d  p r i o r  approval  o f  the  D i r e c t o 

r a t e  o f  Education  f o r  the purchase o f  books o f  the va lue  o f  Rs. 20 

and a b o v e .225Taking a l l  these  drawbacks i n t o  account  the Commission 

s u g g es ted  the f o l l o w i n g  measures:  " ( a )  every  c o l l e g e  should keep in 

i t s  l i b r a r y  at l e a s t  10 c o p i e s  o f  each p r e s c r ib e d  t e x t b o o k s . ( b ) In 

a d d i t i o n  every  c o l l e g e  should have a r e n t a l  l i b r a r y  system f o r  

t e x t b o o k s ,  which can be loaned  t o  s tudents  at a rea sona b le  f e e ,

223.  I b i d .

224 .  I b i d . . p . 57.

225.  I b i d .
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f o r  a term or an academic y e a r .  No student  should  be perm itted  t o

take a U n iv e r s i t y  or Board examination  u n le s s  he has re tu rn ed  the

borrowed b o o k s ,  ( c )  Tn e v e ry  c o l l e g e  when th ere  i s  un ion ,  i t  should

be encouraged t o  e s t a b l i s h  and run a t e x tb o o k  l e n d in g  l i b r a r y  as
226a part  o f  i t s  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  programme.

The Report  o f  the Commission (1965) was a t im e ly  one .  I t  was 

 ̂ made at such a time when s tu d e n ts '  movement and break ing  o f  the  law

and order  s i t u a t i o n  o f  the cou n try  reached i t s  c l im a x .  I t  in v e s 

t i g a t e d  i n t o  the problems o f  s tudents  and suggested  measures f o r  

removing them.

One o f  the most important  f a c t o r s  behind s t u d e n t s ’ u n r e s t ,  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  p o l i t i c s  and u n f a i r  a c t i v i t i e s  was the l a c k  o f  

r e a d in g  h a b i t  o f  r i g h t  books at the r i g h t  t im e .  Primary s c h o o l s  are 

w ith ou t  l i b r a r i e s .  Secondary s c h o o l s  have so t o  say no l i b r a r y .  As 

t such re a d in g  h a b i t s  are not  grown. This  h a b i t  u n fo r tu n a t e ly  i s  not

even p r o p e r ly  d eve loped  in  the c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  due t o  l a c k  

o f  e f f i c i e n t  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  and f a c i l i t i e s .  So in  the c o l l e g e s  

and u n i v e r s i t i e s  s tudents  spend very  l i t t l e  time in  read ing  book s .

As such they  become in v o lv e d  in  p o l i t i c s  and a n t i - s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

T h is  v e ry  im portant  r o l e  o f  l i b r a r y  and l i b r a r i a n  in  c r e a t i n g  and 

d e v e l o p in g  rea d in g  h a b i t s  among students  was p a r t ly  ign ored  by the 

Commission and as such the Commission did not  g iv e  due emphasis to  

the r o l e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  m inim is ing  and c o n t r o l l i n g  many o f  the 

problems o f  s tu d e n ts .  The o b s e r v a t io n s  o f  the Commission on l i b r a 

r i e s  are p a r t i a l  and in adequate .  The Commission n o t i c e d  l a c k  o f

226 . I b i d .
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proper  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  and absence o f  proper  use o f  l i b r a r y  by students  

and t e a c h e r s .  Though the fu n c t i o n  o f  the Commission vas  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

problems o f  s tu d e n ts ,  i t  d id  n o t  g iv e  proper  emphasis on a v i t a l  problem

i . e .  l i b r a r y .  Tn the q u e s t io n n a ir e  c i r c u l a t e d ,  u n fo r tu n a t e ly  th ere  vas 

n o t  a s i n g l e  q u e s t io n  c o n ce rn in g  l i b r a r i e s .

I t s  recommendations f o r  l i b r a r y  development were inadequate and in su 

f f i c i e n t .  I t  mainly emphasised on t e x t  book  len d in g  l i b r a r y .  Ins tead  o f  

such b i r d s '  eye v i e v ,  the v h o le  f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  development in  i t s  t o t a l i t y  

shou ld  have been r e a s o n a b ly  and comprehenslvetyconsidered from the s o c i o 

economic s ta n d p o in ts  o f  the c o u n try .

The T hird  F ive  Year Plan o f  Pakistan (1965 -70 )

Students  u n re s t  as s ta te d  e a r l i e r  and p o l i t i c a l  tu r m o i l  in te r ru p te d  

the e x e c u t i o n  o f  the Second F ive  Year Plan v h ich  c o u ld  n o t  b r in g  about 

any s u b s t a n t i a l  changes as d e s i r e d  in  the l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  o f  the c o u n tr y .  

But the Planning m ach in er ies  d id  not  s i t  i d l e .  They brought  about the Third  

F ive  Year Plan (1 96 5 -7 0 )  v h e r e in  ve f in d  important recommendations f o r  the 

development o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  the c o u n t r y .

The F i r s t  and Second F iv e -Y ea r  Plans marked d e f i n i t e  s tages  in  Pakis 

t a n ' s  economic  p r o g r e s s .  The co n c e p t  o f  planning vas in  f a c t  in trod u ced

w it h  the Colombo Plan In 1950. The F i r s t  Plan (1955 -60 )  and the Second '

Plan (19 60 -65 )  r e f i n e d  t h i s  c o n c e p t  and e s t a b l i s h e d  the i n s t i t u t i o n s  through 

v h i c h  p lanning c o u ld  e f f e c t i v e l y  be implemented. The main purpose o f  the 

Colombo Plan and subsequent  two plans vas  the b u i ld in g  up o f  i n f r  as true ture 

o f  the economy by i n i t i a t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  re forms v h i c h  v o u ld  f a c i l i t a t e  

u n in te r ru p te d  economic ex p a n s ion .  In r e t r o s p e c t ,  the g e n e ra l  o u t l i n e s  o f  

advance v h i c h  these  plans proposed appeared to  be sound. The F i r s t  Plan 

vas  perhaps too  o p t i m i s t i c  in  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t s  and i t  a l so  s u f f e r e d  from 

P o l i t i c a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  and apathy o f  government tovards  planned development.  

The Second plan h o v e v e r ,  achieved  dramatic  s u cce ss  and a l l  the key economic  

i n d i c a t o r s
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shoved unmistakably  ra p id  p r o g r e s s .

P h i l o s o p h y :

The Third  Plan vas the f i r s t  to  be form ulated  v i t h i n  the frame- 

v o r k  o f  a p e r s p e c t i v e  Plan .  Tt vas found th a t  the e a r l i e r  yea rs  o f  

P a k is t a n ' s  development plans vere  r e s t r i c t e d  to  c o m p a ra t iv e ly  sho^rt  

p e r io d  o f  f i v e  y e a r s .  This  l o n g -te rm  Plan v i z . ,  the p e r s p e c t i v e  plan 

vas  prepared f o r  20 y e a r s .  Many sh o r t  terra d e c i s i o n s  bore  a b ea r ing  

on lon g  term gro v th .

O b j e c t i v e s :

The e x p l i c i t  aims o f  the p e r s p e c t iv e  plan v e r e : -  ■

(a )  a t r i p l i n g  o f  the g ro ss  N a t i o n a l  Product  from Rs. 43 ,363  

m i l l i o n  in  1964-65 t o  about Rs. 174,3000 m i l l i o n  in 1984-R5; more 

than d o u b l in g  per c a p i t a  income from Rs. 386 in  1965 to  Rs. 932 in  

1985; ( b )  P r o v i s i o n  o f  f u l l  employment to  the e n t i r e  labour  f o r c e  

by about the middle  o f  the p e r s p e c t i v e  plan p e r i o d ;  ( c )  u n i v e r s a l  

l i t e r a c y ;  (d )  p a r i t y  in per c a p i t a  incomes betveen  wast and W^st GO (
P a k is ta n ;  and ( e )  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  dependence on f o r e i g n  a s s i s t a n c e .

The c o n c e p t  o f  e d u ca t io n  as a v i t a l  n a t i o n a l  investment and a 

major determinant  o f  the n a t i o n ’ s economic  grovth u n d e r la id  the 

recommendations o f  the Commission on N a t io n a l  Education  and o f  the 

Second Five Year Plan. The Third  Plan to o k  even g r e a te r  r e c o g n i t i o n  

o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  e d u ca t io n  and kept in v i e v  the f o l l o w i n g  b a s i c  
and i n t e r - r e l a t e d  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  planning in the c o u n try ;

215

226

226.  P ak is ta n .  Planning Commission. T^ l r ^QS Ve ̂ " 1 7 -1 8Plan (1 9 6 5 -7 0 ) ,  K arach i :  Manager o f  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1964, pp. 17 1 .
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1. to  prov id e  an e d u c a t i o n a l  system which v ou ld  f a c i l i t a t e  

t r a n s i t i o n  i n t o  an e r a  o f  s c i e n c e  and t e c h n o l o g y ,  promote p o l i t i c a l ,  

s o c i a l  and economic development and to  b r in g  the c o u n t r y ’ s s p i r i t u a l  

and c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  in t o  harmomy v i t h  the contemporary "world; (2 )  

t o  prov ide  the youth o f  the country  •with c o n d i t i o n s  condu cive  to  the 

f u l l - f l e d g e d  development o f  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  c a p a c i t i e s  and ch arac 

t e r ;  (3 )  and to  r a i s e  the q u a l i t y  o f  e d u ca t io n  at a l l  l e v e l s  so th a t
228

i t  may p r o p e r l y  f u l f i l  i t s  n a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  t a s k s .

The s o c i a l  and economic  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the Third  Five  Year Plan 

were based on the statements  o f  government p o l i c y  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

guarantees  as r e f l e c t e d  in the F i r s t  and Second Plan. The Plan acc 

ep ted  the c h a l le n g e  o f  p r o v id in g  a d ecent  l i f e  t o  the then 110 m i l l i o n
229

peop le  o f  P ak is ta n .  The Plan " in tend ed  to  move in the d i r e c t i o n  o f
230

a ’ w e l f a r e  s t a t e '  with e f f i c i e n c y  and d e s p a t c h " .

The Th ird  Five Year Plan emphasised the te a ch in g  o f  s c i e n c e  and 

m athem atics .  For t h i s  purpose i t  recommended the p r o v i s i o n  o f  l i b r a 

r i e s .  I t  was s t a t e d  th a t  "the t e ach in g  o f  s c i e n c e  and mathematics 

shou ld  c o n s e q u e n t ly  r e c e i v e  very  s tron g  emphasis during  the Third 

P lan .  The c o n t e n t  and q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  in  these  s u b j e c t s ,  n^ed 

fundamental r e - o r i e n t a t i o n .  The matter has to  r e c e i v e  urgent  a t te n 

t i o n  and demands immediate p r o v i s i o n  o f  u p - t o - d a t e  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  

l i b r a r i g ^  s c i e n c e  equipment,  b ook s ,  and o th e r  m is ce l la n e o u s  r e q u i r e 
m ents” .

228.  I b i d . ,  P. 157.

229 .  P ak is ta n .  Planning Commission. Third  Five Year Plan (1 9 6 5 -7 0 ) ,  
K arach i :  Manager o f  P u b l i c a t i o n ,  1967, p .ITT.
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The Plan u n l ik e  o th e r  two prev ious  Plans recommended the p r o v i s i o n  

o f  f u l l y  equipped l i b r a r i e s  in  d i s t r i c t  h igh  s c h o o l s .  Tt was s ta ted  

t h a t  " the  d i s t r i c t  h igh s c h o o l s  w i l l  be the f o c a l  c e n t r e  o f  d e v e lo p 

ment.  I t  should  be d es ig n ed  to  be f u l l y  com prehens ive ,  with adequate 

r e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  o f f e r i n g  the w id e s t  p o s s i b l e  c h o i c e  in the 

e l e c t i v e  s u b j e c t s  f u l l y  equipped with l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  s c i e n 

ce equipm ent. . .  thus s e r v in g  as a model f o r  o th e r  h igh s c h o o l s  in  the 

d i s t r i c t . 1,232

The Commission p a r t i c u l a r l y  observed  the shortage  o f  l i b r a r y  amen

i t i e s  e . g .  books and o t h e r  read ing  m a t e r i a l s .  Tt po inted  out  that  

"In p a r t i c u l a r  there  i s  s e r i o u s  shortage  o f  l i b r a r y  am en it ie s .  Books 

are in  s h o r t  su p p ly  and many o f  them are o l d  and o u td a te d .  Side mate

r i a l s  and ju v e n i l e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  ap p rop r ia te  q u a l i t y  i s  l a c k i n g .  There 

i s  l i t t l e  r e g u la r  f low  o f  good l i t e r a t u r e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  the npeds o f

the  age -group  concerned  o r  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s .  During the T hird  Plan
233

v ig o r o u s  e f f o r t s  w i l l  be made t o  improve the s i t u a t i o n " .  This  was 

a s e r i o u s  commitment o f  the Planning Commission f o r  the development 

o f  l i b r a r i e s  as i t  was s ta te d  in  the most emphatic way that  ' v ig o r o u s  

e f f o r t s  would be made to  improve the s i t u a t i o n ' .

Unlike  o t h e r  two prev iou s  P lan s ,  i t  was f o r  the f i r s t  time th a t  

the Third  Plan r e c o g n is e d  w ith  emphasis the importance o f  l i b r a r i e s
I

in  the h ig h e r  secondary  e d u ca t io n  and recommended the development o f  

l i b r a r i e s  in  h ig h e r  secondary  s c h o o l s .  Tt was thus s t a t e d . . .  due 

a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  be paid to the p r o v i s i o n  o f  optimum requirements  o f

232.  I b i d . . p. 192.

233.  T b i d . , pp. 192-3 .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



218

►
l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  s c i e n c e  equipment,  teach in g  a i d ,  books and l i b r a r y

234
s e r v i c e s " .  So i t  recommended th a t  in  East P ak is tan ,  1000 h igh

s c h o o l s  would be improved and expanded by p r o v id in g  b e t t e r  accoTnmo-
236

d a t i o n  and w e l l - e q u ip p e d  s c i e n c e  l a b o r a t o r i e s  and l i b r a r i e s .  Coming

t o  the h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  the Commission p a r t i c u l a r l y  noted  the sad

s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  o f  the l i b r a r i e s  in c o l l e g e s .  I t  gave emphasis on

the r o l e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  So i t  s ta te d  th a t  "the *

 ̂ , l i b r a r y  i s  r e c o g n is e d  as the h e a r t  o f  an e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  ''

L i b r a r i e s  in  many c o l l e g e s  are in  a sad s t a t e .  Much g r e a t e r  e f f o r t s

must be c h a n n e l l e d  in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  L i b r a r i e s  should be s tock ed

w ith  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i ty  o f  u p - t o - d a t e  b o o k s ,  journc^Ls, r e se a rc h

p e r i o d i c a l s  and o th e r  read ing  m a t e r i a l s .  Y / e l l - q u a l i  f i e d  and t r a in e d

l i b r a r i a n s  shou ld  be e m p lo y e d . . .  Access to  books and read ing  m a te r ia ls

must be q u i c k  and easy  and o p e n - s h e l f  system should be in t r o d u ce d .

L i b r a r i e s  and study h a l l s  shou ld  be a v a i la b le  to  s tudents  a f t e r  the

 ̂ c o l l e g e  working h o u r s M. Tt a lso  recommended that  Degree c o l l e g e s

numbering 63 in  the then East Pakistan now Bangladesh would be deve -
237

lo p e d  by " p r o v id i n g  l i b r a r i e s  and read ing  rooms" .

The p lanners  were a lso  w e l l  av/are about the r o l e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  

the  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and as such i t  recommended the development o f  u n iv e r 

s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  in  the manner i n d i c a t e d  in  the c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s . T h e y  

s a id  th a t  "Educat ion  at the u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l  w i l l  be improved, s t r e 

ngthened and expanded by p r o v id in g  the e x i s t i n g  u n i v e r s i t i e s  with 

a p p r o p r ia te  p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s c i e n t i f i c  equipment, l i b r a r i e s . . .  

and s t a f f " . 238

234 .  I b i d •i P- 193*
235.  I b i d . . p. 194.

236.  I b i d . , pp. 2 0 2 -3 .

237 .  I b i d . , pp. 20 3 -4 .
238. IbTcT. . pp. 20 4 -5 .
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I t  a l so  recommended the com p le t ion  o f  the ongo ing  p r o j e c t s .

I t  s t a t e d  that  " the  ongoing  p r o j e c t s  at Islamabad, namely, the

es ta b l i s h m p n t  o f  a P os t -g ra du a te  u n i v e r s i t y ,  a n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y ,

and an a r t  c o u n c i l ,  and the development o f  n a t i o n a l  Arch ives  o f

P ak istan  w i l l  be completed  ciuring the Third Plan p e r i o d " . 239I t  a lso

t o o k  the programme o f  d e v e lo p in g  "the N a t io n a l  Book C entre ,  the

L ia q uat  N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  and the C entra l  S e c r e t a r i a t  L i b r a r y " . 240

The e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a C entra l  N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  at Dacca was a lso
241committed by the Commission.

The Commission f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  that  " in  West Pakistan 950 s ch o o ls  

w i l l  be improved and expanded by p rov id in g  a d d i t i o n a l  c l a s s  rooms, 

l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  l i b r a r i e s . . . " 242 The P&an d i r e c t e d  major e f f o r t s  fo r  

the  t e a c h in g  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c i p l i n e s  and as such recommended f o r  

u p - t o - d a t e  s c i e n c e  apparatus ,  equipment, books and p e r i o d i c a l  l i t e 

r a tu r e  » . 243

239. I b i d . . p. 207.

240.  I b i d .

241 .  I b i d .

242 .  I b i d . . p. 194.

243 .  I b i d . , p. 202.
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The schemes f o r  l i b r a r y  development during  the plan p e r io d  were 

as f o l l o w s
944

Taka in  m i l l i o n . ~
04 c:

East  P a k is ta n :

On-going 
and app
ro v e d .

T o t a l
c o s t

F ore ig n E xpendit 
ure upto 
1964-65.

3rd Plan 
a l l o c a 
t i o n .

Date o f  
commence
ment.

Date o f  
complete on

1 3 4. _ ... & 6 7

E a s t a b l i s h -  
ment o f  two 
more p u b l i c  
l i b r a r i e s  at 
C h i t tagon g  and 
Khulna.

Do 1 .832 0 .2 50 1.532 0 .300 1960-61 1966-67

East  Pakistan  
C e n tra l  P ub l ic  
L i b r a r y , Dacca.

Do 0 .9 0 0 0 .1 0 0 0 .800 0 .800 1962-63 1967-68

P r o v i n c i a l
a r c h iv e s
e s t a b l i s h 
ment.

New and 2 .600 
unappro
ved

0 .2 80 0 .400 1966-67 4th Plan

E sta b l i sh m en t  Do 
o f  P u b l i c  L i b 
r a r y  at R a jsh a h i .

1 .800 0 .1 80 0 .3 0 0 1966-67 Do

1
Nar ay angon j 
P u b l i c  L i b 
r a r y ,  Improve
ment o f  Dacca 
C e n tra l  P ub l ic  
L ib r a r y .

Do 3 .6 5 6 0 .1 80 0 .300 Do Do

Improvement Do 
o f  , 12 
D i s t .  L i b r a r i e s .

3 .8 8 0 0 .300 Do Do

Improvement 
o f  36 Sub- 
D i v i s i o n a l  
L i b r a r i e s .

Do 1.980 0 .200 Do Do

244.  As a r e s u l t  o f  monetary i n f l a t i o n  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  money vas r e v i s e d  from 
year  to  y e a r .  The r e v i s e d  a l l o c a t i o n  was not  a v a i l a b l e .

24 5 .  P a k is ta n .  P lanning Comnission.  L i s t  o f  Schemes Inc lud ed  in  the T hird  F ive
Year Plan .  K a ra ch i :  Manager,  Gov£. P r e s s ,  1967, p . 93 .
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West P ak is tan :
246

1 • 2 3 4 5 6 7

P r o v i s i o n  Do 
o f  L ib r a r y  
f a c i l i t i e s  
and C o n s t ru c t io n  
o f  read ing-cum - 
L ib r a r y  rooms in  
100 g o v t ,  and 
n o n - g o v t .  High 
s c h o o l .

3 .7 5 0 .3 0 8 3 .750 1965-66 1969-70

Improvement New 
o f  L ib r a r y  fix 
and re a d in g  
foom in  Govt. 
I n t e r . C o l l e g e s .

1 .125 0 .2 2 5 1.25 1966- 68 1969-70

G r a n t - i n - a i d  New 0 .6 8 5  
f o r  improve
ment o f  L ib 
r a r y  and read ing  
rooms in  non-  
g o v t .  I n t e r  c o l l e g e s .

247C e n tra l  Government:

0 .1 00 0 .6 8 5 1967-68 1967-70

N a t i o n a l  Do 
Arch ives  
at  Islamabad 
(R e v i s e d )

9 .3 50 2 .400 0 .540 4 .3 5 0 1963-64 4th  Plan
1

N a t i o n a l  Do 
L ib r a r y  
at Islamabad 
(R e v i s e d )

10.735 2 .580 0 .220 5 .000 1964-65 Do

Development Do 
o f  L iaquat  
Memorial  
L i b r a r y .

2 .350 0 .3 00 0 .540 1.800 1963-64 1968,69

C h i l d r e n ' s  New and 
L ib r a r y  unapp

r o v e d .

1 .550 0 .1 00 0 .2 00 1967- 68 4th  Plan

C e n tr a l  L i b r a -  Do 
r y ,  Dacca.

7 .500 2 .0 00 1.000 1967-68 Do

246. P a k is ta n .  Planning Commission. L i s t  o f  schemes in c lu d e d  in  the Third Five 
Year P la n . K arach i :  Manager, Govt .  P re s s ,  1967, pp. 199-200.

247.  I b i d . ,  pp. 2 6 8 -6 9 .
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There -was one more scheme namely t r a in i n g  in  L i b r a r ia n s h l p  

and i t s  e s t im a te d  c o s t  was 1 , 3 0 , 0 0 0 / - .  The above l i s t  o f  schemes 

r e p r e s e n te d  the then th in k in g  but development a l l o c a t i o n  cou ld  not
!

accommodate a l l  o f  them.

The Hast Pakistan C e n tra l  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y  ( R e h a b i l i t a t i o n ) 249 :

scheme (Dacca)  was prepared and put in to  e x e c u t i o n .  The scheme aimed 

at r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  the C e n tra l  P u b l ic  L i b r a r y ,  ( t r a n s f e r r e d  to  the 

Dacca u n i v e r s i t y )  by c o n s t r u c t i n g  a new b u i l d i n g .  Tt was planned to  

per form  f o u r - f o l d  f u n c t i o n s ;  p u b l i c  L ib ra ry  s e r v i c e  in s id e  the pre

m is e s ,  e x t e n s io n  s e r v i c e  o u t s id e  the premises and c e n t r a l  and n a t i o n a l  

s e r v i c e s  in  the then p r o v in c e .  Rs. 24 .00  lakhs were s a n ct io n e d  (Rs.

15 .00  lakhs  as r e c o v e r y  from the Dacca u n i v e r s i t y ) .  The scheme was 

approved by PPA on 29th September 1962. Land was acqu ired  in the f i r s t  

year  o f  T h ird  Five  Year Plan ,  but c o n s t r u c t i o n  work c o u ld  not  be s t a 

r t e d  in  the year  1965-66 .

A l l o c a t i o n  f o r  1965-66 was R s . 1 .00 lakh and exp en d itu re  during 

1 965-66  was n i l .

248

248. The Need f o r  p u b l i c  L ib r a r y  Development. Dacca: EPLA, 1 9 6 6 ,p . 28.

249 .  East  P ak is tan .  Planning Department. ( P r o j e c t  D i v i s i o n ) .  F i r s t  
Year o f  the T hird  Five Year Plan in  ^ast  P a k is ta n -p r o g r e s s  o f  
Approved Development Schemes f o r  the year  1 9 6 5 -6 6 , Dacca: O f f i c e r  
on S p e c ia l  Duty, S.and G.A. Dept,  ^ast  Pakistan  Govt,  p r e s s ,  1967. 
p p .33 7 -338 .
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E v a lu a t io n  o f  the Third F ive -Y ea r  P lan-  1965-70.  M i l l i o n  Rupees.
250R e g io n a l  e x p e n d i tu re  on L ib r a r y  and c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  in East P ak istan ,  

d u r in g  the p e r io d  -was as f o l l o u s : -

1965-66  ( A c t u a l ) 1 9 6 6 -6 7 (Actua l )

C e n tra l  P r o v i n c i a l  
e x p e n d i tu r e  e x p e n d i tu re

T o t a l C entra l  P r o v i n c i a l  T o t a l  
e x p en d itu re  e x p en d itu re

0 . 7 5  0 .3 5 1.10 0 .9 7  2 .2 7 3 .2 4

1967-68  (A c tu a l ) 19 68- 69 (A c tu a l )

C e n t r a l  P r o v i n c i a l  
e x p e n d i tu r e  exp e n d itu re

T o t a l C entra l  P r o v i n c i a l  
exp en d itu re  exp en d iture

T o ta l

1 .5 2  4 . 1 1 5 .6 3 3 .7 2  2 .5 9 6 .31

1969-70 (A c tu a l ) T o t a l  196^-70

C e n tr a l  P r o v i n c i a l  
e x p e n d i tu r e  exp e n d itu re

T o t a l Centra l  P r o v i n c i a l  
ex pen d iture  e x p en d itu re

T o ta l

2 .3 3  5 .6 8 8 .0 1 9 .2 9  15 .00 24 .29

250. P ak is ta n .  Planning Commission. Evaluat ion  o f  t he Five Year Plan
( 1 9 6 5 - 7 0 ) ,  K ara ch i :  Planning Commission, 1971, p. 239.
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I t  -was w ith  g r e a t  hopes th a t  l i b r a r i a n s  in Pakistan look ed  

forward to  the p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  the T h ird  Five Year Development Plan 

r e l e a s e d  by the G ovt ,  o f  P ak is tan .  Tn view o f  the importance o f  

l i b r a r i e s  in  a c o u n try  v h ic h  was seek ing  to  advance in  the f i e l d s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n ,  s c i e n c e  and t e ch n o lo g y  and to  keep pace v i t h  the lead^i ,  

n a t i o n s  o f  the w orld  in t h i s  r e g a r d ,  i t  was sad and d i s a p p o i n t in g  

t h a t  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  vas given 

such sca n t  a t t e n t i o n  in  the publ ished  Plan o f  the Govt .  Vhat was 

sadder  s t i l l  was the f a c t  that  hopes had been r a i s e d  h igh  p r e v i o u s l y  

as in  the Report  o f  the Commission on N a t io n a l  Education  which saw 

l i g h t  o f  the day some fo u r  years  e a r l i e r ,  vhere  more s u b s t a n t i a l  

r e f e r e n c e s  were made to  the growing s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  and 

l a b o r a t o r i e s  in  the then young P ak is ta n .  I t  must be admitted th a t  

though the Education  Commission Report  was h a rd ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  y e t  

th e r e  were some s u g g e s t io n s  f o r  the b u i l d i n g  up o f  l i b r a r i e s  and 

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  v h i c h ,  i f  f o l l o w e d ,  would have g iven  some scope  f o r  

p i l o t i n g  improvements in  the l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n .  On page 40 o f  the 

R eport  o f  the Commission on N a t io n a l  E duca t ion ,  i t  was s ta te d  that  

e v e ry  c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  shou ld  have a l i b r a r y  la r g e  enough and 

open lon g  enough to  act  as a vork -room  where a l l  s tudents  were able 

t o  study p r i v a t e l y  during  o f f  p e r io d s  and o u t s id e  c o l l e g e - h o u r s .

The members b e l i e v e d  m oreover ,  t h a t  the l i b r a r y  was at  the very  

h e a r t  o f  the id e a  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  and the books w ith  which i t  was 

s t o c k e d ,  the l i b r a r i a n s  who served  in  i t ,  and the kind o f  use which 

the  s tu d en ts  made o f  i t  should r e v e a l  the e x t e n t  to  which i t  was 

d i s c h a r g i n g  i t s  r e a l  fu n c t i o n s  as a powerhouse o f  l e a r n i n g .
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The members o f  the Commission o b s e r v in g  the a c t u a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  

l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  s ta te d  "almost  a l l  our l i b r a r i e s  are 

s h o r t  o f  b o o k s ,  and the s to ck s  they have are in many cases  s e r i o u s l y  

o u t  o f  d a t e .  I t  i s  c l e a r l y  n e c e s s a r y  both to  in c r e a s e  the annual app

r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  the purchase o f  b o o k s ,  and to be h i g h l y  s e l e c t i v e  in  

t h e i r  c h o i c e .  A demand f o r  in cre a s e d  budgets  i s  not  enough. Book s e l e 

c t i o n  i s  an e x a c t in g  t a s k ,  r e q u i r i n g  t e a ch e rs  who are u p - t o - d a t e  in 

t h e i r  s u b j e c t s  and w i l l i n g  to  spend time and e f f o r t  in  ad v is in g  the 

l i b r a r i a n  in  the b e s t  use o f  r e s o u r c e s  which w i l l  always be l i m i t e d .  

The use made o f  the l i b r a r y  w i l l  depend l a r g e l y  on the e x te n t  to  which 

the t e a c h e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  t u t o r i a l s ,  i s  able to s t im u late  and guide 

the re a d in g  o f  h i s  s tu d e n ts .  Our l i b r a r i e s  have langu ished  because  o f  

our  tendency  to  th in k  o f  e d u ca t i o n  as the memorisation o f  t e x tb o o k  

and n o t e s .  I f  the t e a c h e r  i s  to  e s t a b l i s h  the true  p rocess  o f  l e a rn in g  

he w i l l  c o n s t a n t l y  need to  recommend p a r t i c u l a r  b o o k s ,  or  chap ters  o f  

b o o k s ,  and to  take h i s  s tudents  to  the l i b r a r y .  We do n o t  b e l i e v e  that  

s tu den ts  can a p p r e c ia te  the true  va lue  o f  books u n le ss  they have ready 

a c c e s s  t o  them, are encouraged t o  move f r e e l y  among them, and are a l l 

owed to  handle and c o n s u l t  them to  d ec id e  which are most ap p rop r ia te  

f o r  d e t a i l e d  s tu d y .  In in t r o d u c i n g  the open s h e l f  system, d i s c r e a t i o n  

w i l l  have to  be e x e r c i s e d  because  some books are s ca re e  and e x p e n s iv e .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a form ula  must be d e v ise d  which w i l l  make even s ca rce  

and e x p en s iv e  books r e a d i l y  a v a i la b le  to  meet the genuine requirements  

o f  s tu d e n ts .  We are sure th a t  i f  t e a c h e r s  « e r e  seen more f r e q u e n t ly  

in  l i b r a r i e s  they  would be able  to  s e t  an example and to  r a i s e  t h e i r  

t o n e . " 251

225

i

251.  P ak istan .  Report  o f  the Commi s s i o n  on N ational_Educatio_n, Karach i :
* Manager o f  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1959. p. 40.
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T$e c o n te n ts  o f  the above mentioned paragraphs are d i d a c t i c  and 

h i g h l y  t h e o r e t i c  and they gave h a rd ly  any c o n c r e t e  s u g g e s t i o n s .  They 

d i d  not  r e f e r  t o  the p r o v i s i o n  o f  any budget normal o r  s p e c i a l  f o r  the 

purpose o f  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  new or  Improvement o f  o l d  l i b r a r i e s  In 

s c h o o l s ,  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s . The paragraphs touched upon i n t r o 

d u c t i o n  o f  the o p e n - s h e l f  system in  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  whereas 

I t  t o t a l l y  n e g l e c t e d  the making o f  e s s e n t i a l  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  the t r a i n i n g  

and appointment o f  w e l l - e d u c a t e d  and p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  l i b r a r i 

ans .

In c o n t r a s t  w ith  th ese  g e n era l  recommendations con ta in ed  in the 

E du ca t ion  Commission R epor t ,  p r o v i s i o n s  under the Third  F ive-Year  

Development Plan seemed to be even more attenuated  and i n e f f e c t i v e .  

There were r e f e r e n c e s  to  l i b r a r i e s  in  the Third  Five Year Plan under 

Chapter 14 -Education  and T ra in in g  on pages 191-207.  The f i r s t  o f  these  

recommendations was r e l a t e d  to  the p r o v i s i o n  o f  some l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s
*

in  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  and f o r  manning o f  which there  was a s u g g e s t io n  

f o r  the t r a i n i n g  o f  t e a ch e rs  as l i b r a r i a n s  but no e x p l i c i t  p r o v i s i o n  

o r  recommendation was made f o r  the employment o f  q u a l i f i e d  f u l l - t i m e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i b r a r i a n s .  Again there  were r e f e r e n c e s  to  the need fo r  

Improvement o f  the s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  the 

b a s i c  needs o f  f in a n c in g  and s t a f f i n g  were not  r e f e r r e d  to  at a l l .  As 

Improvement o f  q u a l i t y ,  expansion  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  study and re se a rc h  

in  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n o l o g i c a l  d i s c i p l i n e s  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  in  gene

r a l  w e ^ t h e  key n o te s  o f  the development o f  u n i v e r s i t i e s  In the Third  

P lan ,  emphasis was p la ce d  f o r  the improvement o f  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s

i n  the T h ird  Five Year Plan .  *
T h e r e fo r e  from a c l o s e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  the Plan i t  was apparent 

th a t  l i b r a r i e s  were t r e a t e d  very  s l i g h t l y  l e a v in g  t h e i r  development

i 226
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programmes to  the d i s c r e t i o n  o f  the p r o v i n c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  autho

r i t i e s  and a lso  to  the e x i g e n c i e s  o f  the f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  This 

apparent o m iss io n  a f f e c t e d  the p rog ress  o f  l i b r a r y  development in 

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The whole Plan gave some sca n t  a t t e n t io n  

to  e d u c a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s ,  C o v e n a n t  '

Department L i b r a r i e s  and a lso  P u b l i c ,  Reference  and Research l i b r a r i e s ,  

which were a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  progress  in h ig h er  e d u c a t i o n ,  

r e s e a r c h ,  t e c h n o lo g y  and a d m in is t ra t i o n .

There was a pass ing  r e f e r e n c e  to  the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  the N a t io n a l  

L ib r a r y  at Islamabad f o r  which p r o v i s i o n  was apparent ly  made. What 

vas  how ever ,  n o t  understandable  as t o  why there  was not  enough empha

s i s  on e s t a b l i s h i n g  a c o u n te r p a r t  n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  at Dacca in c o n s i 

d e r a t i o n  o f  the g e o g r a p h i c a l  e x i g e n c i e s  and the repeated  reques ts  

p la ce d  from ^ast  Pakistan o v er  the y^a rs .  While some d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  

b e t t e r  l i b r a r i e s  was suggested  in  the Plan the q u e s t io n  o f  p ro v id in g  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the prod u ct ion  o f  b e t t e r  t ra in e d  s t a f f  vas t o t a l l y  

n e g l e c t e d .  In  the Plan t h i s  was not  v i s u a l i s e d  at a l l .  I t  was to  be 

r e a l i s e d  that  t e a c h e r - l i b r a r i .a n s  w h i le  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  the i n i t i a l  

phase o f  l i b r a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  secondary  and h igh  s c h o o l s  would not  

be adequate at a l l  in  fu tu re  years  when students  b eg in  to  be o r i e n t e d  

to  l i b r a r y  use o f  the f a c i l i t i e s  on thp massive s c a l e .  At th a t  s ta g e ,  

o n ly  the f u l l - t i m e  q u a l i f i e d  and e x p e r ie n ce d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i b r a r i a n  

c o u ld  perform adequate ly  in the i n t e r e s t  o f  g e n era l  ed u ca t io n  at s c h o o l  

s t a g e .  I t  should a lso  be obv ious  th a t  in c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  as 

w e l l  as o th e r  types  o f  l i b r a r i e s  mentioned above v i z .  G o v t . ,  Depart

m en ta l ,  R esearch ,  Re ference  and P ub l ic  L ib r a r i e s  the need f o r  p r o f e s s 

i o n a l  and t e c h n i c a l  l i b r a r i a n s  was not  p ro p e r ly  and adequately  empha

s i s e d  in  the  Third  Plan.  A l l  the r e l e v a n t  recommendations o f  the Plan

f
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on l i b r a r y  development would however be in f r u c tu o u s  un less  q u a l i f i e d  

l i b r a r i a n s  o f  a l l  c a d r e s ,  on the com p le t ion  o f  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g ,  were 

absorbed in  s u i t a b l e  employment. This -was a p o in t  which was not  con 

tem p lated  in the Plan and was g e n e r a l l y  n e g l e c t e d .

I t  was p a i n f u l  t o  see that  d e s p i t e  advanced l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in 

o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  o f  the world  no thought was g iven in  the Third  Plan 

to  r e c o g n i s e  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  

to  support  the needs o f  Govt,  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  d a y - t o -d a y  in fo rm a t io n  i f  

they were to  perform t h e i r  a d m in is t ra t iv e  d u t i e s  e f f i c i e n t l y .

S i m i la r l y  the l i t t l e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  attached to  the then e x i s t i n g  

p u h l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in  the Third  Plan was a lso  p a in fu l  to  n o t i c e .  There 

was a p ro p o s a l  in  the Plan fo r  N a t io n a l  L ib ra ry  f o r  Science  in  both 

wings o f  the c o u n t r y .  There should have been s im i la r  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  

t e c h n o lo g y  and the s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  a l s o .  There were the needs f o r  o r g a 

n i s i n g  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  in  the humanising h o s p i t a l  and persona l  l i b r a r i e s ,

* a bad ly  needed e x te n s io n  o f  normal r e a d e r s '  s e r v i c e s .  But u n fo r tu n a t e ly

the T hird  F ive -Y ea r  Plan had no p r o v l s l o n / o b s e r v a t i o n / s u g g e s t ^ o n  on 

th e s e  a sp ects  o f  l i b r a r y  s p r v i c e .  The Plan was s i l e n t  about the n e c e 

s s i t y  o f  network o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  to  c o v e r  the country  and about 

r e s e a r c h  and s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s .  I t  a lso  did  n o t  make s u f f i c i e n t  and 

adequate p r o v i s i o n  f o r  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  in  the cou n try  but s t i l l  a com

p a ra t iv e  study o f  a l l  the three  Five Y e a r - r la n s  alongwith  S ix—Year

, Development Plan r e v e a l s  that  in  s p i t e  o f  so many gaps ,  la p se s  and

shortcom ings  w ith  the Third  Plan, whatever progress  has been a t t a ^ d  

in  the land com p r is ing  now Bangladesh,  was m ost ly  executed  during the

Plan p e r i o d .

i
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Tt I s  observed  th a t  economic  planning in  Pakistan was fundamentally  

d i f f e r e n t  from that  in  I n d i a .  The economic plan in I n d i a  was the pro

duct  o f  a dem ocra t ic  c o n sen su s .  The people  were a s s o c ia t e d  at every  

s t e p  in  the fo r m u la t io n  o f  p lan .  P e o p l e ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were taken 

in t o  c o n f i d e n c e  at B lo c k ,  D i s t r i c t  and N a t io n a l  l e v e l s .  Tn f a c t  a 

l i v e l y  n a t i o n a l  debate  preceded the f i n a l l s  a t ion  o f  evpry economic  

plan in  I n d i a .  But no such th in g  happened in the then "guided democra

c y "  o f  P ak is tan .  The economic  plan in  Pakistan was n o t  the r e s u l t  o f  ' 

a d e m o cra t i c  consensus  nor  d id  i t  command any popular s a n c t i o n .  The 

Plans were in  most o f  the ca ses  imposed on the people  from above. The 

p e o p le  had no o p p o r t u n i t y  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in plan-making as in Tndia.

This  was perhaps one o f  the causes  o f  the poor performance o f  Five 

Year Plans in  P ak is ta n .  Another cause was the r a p i d l y  mounting expen

d i t u r e  on d e f e n c e .  Tn f a c t  the main cause o f  the c o l l a p s e  o f  P a k i s t a n i  

Th ird  Plan was the de fen ce  exp en d itu re  which in c r e a s e d  by 125 per cent  

in  c o u rs e  o f  f i v e  y e a r s .

East Pakistan  Education  Week 1966-67

The East Pakistan  Education  Week was an important  event  o f  the 

Department o f  Education  o f  the Govt ,  o f  East P ak is ta n .  Since I960 when 

a modest beg inn ing  was made in t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  Education  Week was 

o b s e r v e d  almost every  y e a r ,  e x c e p t  in 1965 and 196C. Although i t  become 

a r e g u l a r  f e a t u r e ,  Education  Week o f  1966-67 had a s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

T h is  was the f i r s t  Education  Week, the Govt, observed  s in ce  the comm

encement o f  the Th ird  Plan, which prov ided  f o r  massive investments  in

252 .  Seth ,  K .L .  Theory and p r a c t i c e  o f  economic p la n n in g , D e lh i ;
S.Chand, 1974, p. 366.
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e d u c a t i o n  and -was e x p e c t in g  to  b r in g  about a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  change 

in  the e d u c a t i o n a l  p a ttern  o f  the then p r o v in c e .  I t s  o th e r  importance 

was due to  the f a c t  th a t  t h i s  Week -was observed  soon a f t e r  the con 

s i d e r a t i o n  o f  J u s t i c e  Homoodur Rahman Commission Report  by the Govern

o r ' s  C on feren ce .

That y »a r  the programme o f  the Education  V'pek ce n te re d  round the

c h a l l e n g in g  theme "Educat ion  f o r  A l l "  which was p re s id e d  o v er  by the

then E ducat ion  M i n i s t e r ,  Mr. S.M. Amjad H ossa in .  M oreover  the symposia

on as many as e le v e n  o th e r  t o p i c s  r e l a t i n g  to  d i f f e r e n t  s tages  and

a sp ects  o f  e d u ca t io n  were o r g a n is e d .  Teachers  and students  from a l l

o v e r  the prov in ce  alongwith  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  from the then West Pakistan
2514and f o r e i g n  o b s e r v e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  the d i f f e r e n t  s e s s i o n s .

Papers on ' e d u c a t i o n  f o r  a l l 1 , primary e d u c a t i o n ,  t e c h n i c a l  and 

v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  s c h o o l  and s o c i e t y ,  madrasah 

e d u c a t i o n ,  ad u lt  e d u c a t i o n ,  p lacp  o f  E ng l ish  in e d u c a t i o n ,  c o l l e g e  

e d u c a t i o n ,  women e d u c a t i o n ,  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u ca t ion  and secondary  ed u ca t io n  

were read by d i s t i n g u i s h e d  e d u c a t i o n i s t s .  A fte r  the papers were rea d ,  

the p a r t i c i p a n t s  and d e l e g a t e s  e x p ressed  t h e i r  own view p o in ts  on the 

t o p i c s . 255
U n fo r tu n a te ly  no speaker e x ce p t  'Mr. M.A. Kuddus streEed the need 

f o r  l i b r a r i e s  in  e d u c a t i o n .  Mr. M.A. Kuddus in h i s  paper "Adult  educa

t i o n "  gave some emphasis on the r o l e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  adult  e d u ca t i o n .

E ducat ion  f o r  a l l :  Papers and p r o c e edings  o f . the ^ a s t  Pakistan. 
253- H a t t o n  Week. 1966-67. Dacca: Cast Pakistan Education U»ek

1968, p. 15.

254. I b i d . ,  P. 131.

255 . I b i d . ,  p . 135.
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In four  p r o j e c t  areas Mr. Kuddus s t a t e d  th a t  "an e x t e n s io n  l i b r a r y  

at each o f  the  thana headquarters  -was deve loped  to supply  books -weekly 

through t e a ch e rs  t o  ad u lt  e d u ca t io n  c e n t r e s  in the v i l l a g e s .  Book-bag 

and t i n - b o x  l i b r a r y  system -was a lso  in trod u ced  in  th ese  c e n t r e s . Supply 

o f  books from thana e x t e n s io n  l i b r a r i e s  by book-bag  c i r c u l a t o r y  system 

■was changed i n t o  t i n - b o x  l i b r a r y  to  m^et the groviing demands and more 

books -were s u p p l ie d  to  the c e n t r e s .  Example o f  I n t e r e s t e d  readers
257

rush ing  f o r  books t o  the tea ch e rs  and the read ing  c e n t r e s  encouraged 

the  a u t h o r i t i p s  a l l  the more to  push t h i s  system . Further the

a u t h o r i t y  a l so  opened "Reading C e n t r e s " ,  to  h e l p  con t inu e  t h e i r  reading  

h a b i t s  and a lso  to  check  the danger o f  la p s in g  to  i l l i t e r a c y  f o r  want 

o f  read ing  m a t e r i a l s ,  each o f  912 c e n t r e  -was s u p p l ie d  with a s e t  o f  41 

books  t o  s t a r t  read ing  c e n t r e .  B es ides  these  87 independent reading  

c e n t r e s  (58 f o r  males and 29 f o r  fem ales )  -were s e t  up', '^®

From the d e l i b e r a t i o n s  o f  the symposia  i t  was observed  th a t  pro 

blems b e in g  found at d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  e d u ca t io n  were i d e n t i f i e d  

and f u l l  l e n g th  d i s c u s s i o n s  were h e ld  to  f in d  ou t  ways and means to  

s o l v e  them. But i t  was wondered how le a d in g  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  c o u ld  o v e r 

l o o k  o r  ig n o re  the p o t e n t i a l  o f  l i b r a r y ,  which vas c o n s id e r e d  as the
259 *"h e a r t  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n " .  Th(f voc, al  e d u e a t l o n l s t s  veTe

256

256. I b i d .

257.  I b i d .

258 .  I b i d .
259.  P a k is ta n .  M in i s t r y  o f  E d u ca t ion .  Report o f  the C o p n is s io n j n̂ 

N a t i o n a l  E d u ca t io n :  1959 ,  K arach i :  Manager, Government o f  Pakistan 
P r e s s , 19fc>l, p. 'iO.
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s i l e n t  on the need f o r  l i b r a r i e s .  This  was due t o  t h e i r  i g n o ra n c e ,  

apathy,  n e g l e c t  on the l i b r a r y  i s s u e .

Perhaps a t t e n t i o n  o f  the sponsors  o f  the next  Education  Week 

h e l d  in  1967-68 was drawn by e d u c a t i o n a l  p lanners  on the need f o r  a 

s e s s i o n  on the r o l e  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  E duca t ion .  As a r e s u l t  Mr.M.S.

Khan, the then L i b r a r i a n  and Head o f  the Department o f  L ib ra ry  S c i e n c e ,  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dacca was req u ested  to  present  a paper on the ’’Role o f  

l i b r a r i e s  in  E d u ca t io n " .  Mr. Khan read a s c h o l a r l y  and i l lu m in a t in g  

paper which was h i g h l y  a p p re c ia te d  by l i b r a r i a n s  and e d u c a t i o n i s t s  1 

w ith  gre a t  app lause .  But noth ing  t a n g ib l e  development in  l i b r a r y  s e c t o r  

in  Govt ,  p lanning was for thcom ing  in  near fu tu r e .
t

The New Education  P o l i c y  ( J u ly .  1969)

A l l  the Commissions and Reports  on ed u ca t io n  s p e c i a l l y  the Commi

s s i o n  o f  1959 and th a t  o f  on Students problems and w e l fa r e  o f  1964 

f a i l e d  to  produce d e s i r e d  e f f e c t i v e  r e s u l t s .  S tudents  unrest  in  Pakis 

tan co n t in u e d  and even in c r e a s e d  and standard o f  e d u ca t io n  fu r t h e r  

d e c l i n e d .  E d u ca t ion a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  became the h o t  bed o f  a l l  na s ty  

p o l i t i c s .  Tn t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  one more attempt was made in  1969 namely 

’ New Education  P o l i c y  o f  1969'  po p u la r ly  known as 'Noor Khan’ s R pport '  

t o  s u i t  the e d u ca t i o n  to  the p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and economic n^pds o f

P a k is ta n .
The New Education  P o l i c y  was form ulated  a f t e r  d e t a i l e d  s t u d i e s ^  

condu cted  in  t h i s  f i e l d  as d i r e c t e d  by the P re s id e n t  o f  Pak is tan .

A number o f  study groups whose o b j e c t i v e  was to  rev iew  the then e x i s 

t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  w ith  a view to  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e i r  shortcoming

232

P60 P ak is ta n .  M i n i s t r y  o f  Education  and S c i e n t i f i c  Research .  Propo
1 f o r  A N p^  E du ca t ion a l  P o l i c y  K arach i :  Manager o f  P u b l i c -  

at  i o n s , 1969, unnumbered p a g e s ~ Tntroduc t i o n  by Air  Marshal M.
Nur Khan.)
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Q g l
and p u t t in g  forward a s e t  o f  recommendations to  overcome them, 

w§re s e t  up in  the Centre as w e l l  as in  the p r o v in c e s .  Mr. M.Nur 

Khan, Air  M arshal ,  who vas ass igned to  frame the New Education P o l i c y  

by the Government o f  P ak is ta n ,  vas the c h i e f  o f  a l l  the groups .Large  

number o f  s tu d e n ts ,  t e a c h e r s ,  a d m in is t ra to r s  and p u b l i c  r e p r e s e n ta 

t i v e s  were heard  and numerous s u g g e s t i o n s ,  r e c e i v e d  from a l l  qu ar ters  

were c o n s id e r e d .  The c o n c lu s i o n s  a r r iv e d  at were the  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  

e x e r c i s e .  Nur Khan, submitted  the P rop osa ls  f o r  A New Education P o l i c y  

f o r  Pak is tan  to  the government in  J u ly ,  1969. While th ese  were under 

governm ent 's  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  the P re s id e n t  o f  Pakistan  d i r e c t e d  th a t  

the  p r o p o s a l s  might be c i r c u l a t e d  f o r  comments among p u b l i c ,  In view 

o f  the f a c t  th a t  o n ly  a c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  the people  were c o n ta c te d  

w h i l e  the proposed programme was a b ig  n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t  in v o lv i n g  almost 

e v ery  c i t i z e n  i n  P ak is tan .  Comments were sent to  the  M in i s t r y  o f  

E d u ca t io n ,  Islamabad ( P o l i c y  c e l l )  b e f o r e  August 4 ,  1969. The Educa

t i o n a l  p o l i c y  t o o k  i t s  f i n a l  shape f o r  im plementation by 1st  o f  Sep-
„  262 tem ber ,  1969.

Background

There were two d i s t i n c t  systems o f  e d u ca t io n  o p e r a t in g  s id e  by 

s id e  i n  the then P ak is ta n .  They might be d e s c r i b e d  as the modern 

system and the c l a s s i c a l  system. The modern system was deve loped  by 

the B r i t i s h e r s  during  t h e t r  im p e r ia l  ru le  o f  I n d i a  and i t s  o b j e c t i v e  

was t o  c r e a t e  "a c l a s s  o f  persons Ind ian  in  b l o o d  and c o l o u r  but 

E n g l i s h  in  t a s t e ,  in  o p i n i o n s ,  In morals and i n t e l l e c t 1,263 f o r  s e r v i c e  

w ith  the East I n d i a  Company and l a t e r  with the g o v t ,  o f  B r i t i s h  I n d i a .

261. I b i d . , p . l .

262.  P ak is ta n .  P rop osa ls  f o r  a new e d u ca t ion  p o l i c y .

263.  I b i d . . p . I I .
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I t  was n o t  o r i e n t e d  to the p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and economic  ne^ds o f
264an independent  d e v e lo p in g  c o u n tr y .  Tt was l a r g e l y  s e c u la r  in nature  

and n o n - t e c h n i c a l  in c o n t e n t .

The c l a s s i c a l  system o f  e d u ca t io n  emphasised Arabic  tea ch in g  

and d id  n o t  fu r t h e r  the cause o f  economic  development as i t  d id  not  

aim to  promote the a n a l y t i c a l  and t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s  on v h i c h  such deve 

lopment would be ba se d .  The Report  s t a t e d ,  nA wide g u l f  sepa ra tes  the 

two systems at p r e s e n t .  G en era l ly  speaking products  o f  Madrasha are 

in n o ce n t  o f  the f o r c e s  shaping the modern w or ld  and o f  i t s  v a s t  s t o r e 

house o f  e v e r  expanding knowledge in c l u d i n g  s c i e n c e  and te ch n o lo g y .  

C on v erse ly  those  educated  in s c h o o l s ,  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  know 

l i t t l e  o f  the r i c h  t r e a s u r e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s ,  m ora l ,  s o c i o l o g i c a l  thought 

and beh av iour  and o f  our h i s t o r y ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  c u l t u r e  and l i t e r a t u r e  

e n sh r in e d  in  our r e l i g i o u s  and c l a s s i c a l  b o o k s .  The r e s u l t  i s  that

w ith  few e x c e p t i o n  n e i t h e r  products  o f  Madrasah e d u ca t io n  nor o f  modern
P65e d u c a t i o n  d ev e lop s  an in t e g r a t e d  p e r s o n a l i t y " .

I t  was thus c l e a r  th a t  n e i t h e r  o f  the two systems o f  ed u ca t io n  

then o p e r a t in g  in  Pakistan was e n t i r e l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  The then 

e x i s t i n g  p o l i c i e s  f o l l o w e d  a pa tte rn  which had been i n h e r i t e d  from a 

c o l o n i a l  e r a  and t h a t  they no lo n g e r  s a t i s f i e d  the p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  

and economic  n<=eds o f  Pak is tan .  There was t h e r e f o r e  a need f o r  a r a d ib a l  

change in  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s ,  i f  e d u ca t io n  was to  play  a meaningful 

r o l e  in  n a t i o n a l  development and c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  which i t  must. The 

aims o f  the  new p o l i c i e s  v e r e : - ( a )  to  impart a common s e t  o f  c u l t u r a l  

v a lu e s  based on the p re ce p ts  o f  Tslam; (b)  to  c r e a t e  a l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t y ;

264.  I b i d . ,  p . l .
265.  Fazal  Ahmed Fazal  Karim F a z l i .  Morning: News ,  Dhaka: Sunday, 

September 21 ,  I960 ,  p.TV.

266. P ak is ta n .  P rop osa l  f o r  New E d u ca t ion P o l i c y » p . I T .
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( c )  t o  at tach  a h igh  p r i o r i t y  to the development o f  a n a l y t i c a l  and 

t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s ;  (d )  to  a t t r a c t  some o f  the b e s t  t a l e n t s  o f  the 

c ou n try  i n t o  the  te a ch in g  p r o f e s s i o n ,  and (e )  to  use e d u ca t ion  as a 

f o r c e  o f  n a t i o n a l  u n i f i c a t i o n .  The Report  fu r th e r  s ta te d  th a t  in 

p a r t i c u l a r  i f  the aims o f  the proposed p o l i c y  were t o  be achieved i t  

would be n e c e s s a r y  t o : -  (a )  in t e g r a t e  madrasahs in to  normal s c h o o l  

system , and b r in g  the l a t t e r  in  l i n e  w ith  i d e o l o g i c a l  demands; (b )  ,

i n t e g r a t e  primary and middle s c h o o l s  in to  e lem entary  s c h o o l s ;  ( c )

undertake a massive programme o f  Adult  E duca t ion ;  (d )  c o m p le te ly  r e 

o r g a n i s e  secondary  e d u ca t i o n  making i t  a t erm in a l  stage  f o r 'm o s t  o f  

the s tu den ts  by im part ing  t e c h n i c a l  and v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  to  a m a jo r i 

t y  among them, and ( e )  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e c e n t r a l i s e  e d u c a t i o n a l  adminis

t r a t i o n .  Mr. Fazal  Ahmed Karim F a z l i ,  C . S . P . ,  former Education Sec

r e t a r y  to  the then East Pakistan government s a i d " .  . .  they are based on
p CO

the r e a l i t i e s  o f  Pakistan l i f e .  He f u r t h e r  sa id  th a t  there  were two 

t h in g s  o f  b a s i c  and fundamental n a tu re "  (a )  the I n t e g r a t i o n ,  o f . . .  

c l a s s i c a l  e d u ca t io n  system with the modern, (b)  making n a t i o n a l  langua

ges the media o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  upto the h i g h e s t  l e v e l  and adopting them 

as o f f i c i a l  languages by 1 9 7 5 " . ^ ^  At a genera l  meeting o f  the Tslamic  

E du ca t ion  C on feren ce ,  members a p p r e c ia te d  "the v i s e  s te p s  taken by the

P re s id e n t  and the g o v t ,  by g iv in g  Tslamic  c h a r a c t e r  t o  the e d u c a t i o n a l
P 70system o f  P a k is ta n " .

Mr. Muhammad Shamsul Huq, M i n i s t e r  f o r  Education  and S c i e n t i f i c

R esearch ,  Govt ,  o f  Pakistan s a i d . . .  "The new e d u ca t io n  p o l i c y  must

i n c u l c a t e  among younger g e n e ra t io n  the b a s i c  v a lu e s  as enshrined
271

in  our  i d e o l o g y  and c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e " .  p azi i  fu r th er  sa id  that

267.  I b i d . ,  p . 27.

268. Fazal  Ahmed Fazal  Karim F a z l i .  Morning News ,  Dhaka: Sunday, 
S eptem ber ,2 1 ,1 9 6 9 ,  p.TV.

269.  I b i d .
270. Morning News, Dhaka: O c to b e r ,  4 ,  1969, p . 5.
271.  Morning News, Dhaka: September 28 ,19 6 9 ,  p . 6.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



" th e  proposed re forms "when implemented with  n e c e s s a r y  m o d i f i c a t i o n

are l i k e l y  to r e b u i l d  our n a t io n  on firm fou ndat ion  ensur ing  i t s
272co n t in u o u s  h e a l th y  grow th" .

New E du cat ion  P o l i c y  and L i b r a r i e s

The Commission, in  the p ro c e ss  o f  survey ,  obse rv e d  th a t  the l i b 

r a r i e s  in  Pakistan v e r e  " p o o r ly  e q u i p p e d " . ^ ^ T t  s ta te d  th a t  the Uni

v e r s i t y  Grants Commission S e cre ta r i  at vou ld  c o n t r o l  o r  s u p e rv ise  Uni-
274

v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  through the s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  one A s s i s ta n t  S e c r e ta r y .

One o f  the  powers and d u t i e s  o f  the S y n d ica te ,  a c co rd in g  to  the Commi

s s i o n  was to  "p ro v id e  the b u i l d i n g s ,  l i b r a r i e s  p rem ises ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  app

a r a t u s ,  equipment and o t h e r  means f o r  c a r ry in g  on the work o f  the 
275u n i v e r s i t y " .  Tt recommended th a t  l i b r a r i a n  o f  the l i b r a r y  o f  the

u n i v e r s i t y  would be one o f  the members o f  the Academic C ounci l  which

would "frame u n i v e r s i t y  Ordinances regard in g  the use o f  u n i v e r s i t y  
P7 ftl i b r a r y " .  Tt fu r t h e r  recommended th a t  a c o l l e g e  apply ing  f o r  a f f 

i l i a t i o n  to  the u n i v e r s i t y  v o u ld  s a t i s f y  the u n i v e r s i t y  " th at  p r o v i s i o n  

has been made f o r  a l i b r a r y  and adequate l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s . . .  "277

The P roposa ls  f o r  a New E d u ca t ion a l  P o l i c y  vas a h i s t o r i c a l  docu

ment on E d u ca t io n a l  Reforms. The new p rop osa ls  seemed " l o g i c a l  and 

n a t u r a l "  t o  the t a s t e  and temparament o f  the p e o p le .  Tt was beyond 

doubt t h a t  the P ro p o sa ls  r e T l e c t e d  the s in c e r e  e f f o r t s  o f  the formula-

272.  I b i d . ,  Sunday, September, 2 1 ,1 9 69 ,  p.TV.

273.  P a k is ta n .  P rop osa ls  f o r  New Education  P o l i c y , p . 26.

274.  I b i d . ,  p . 54 .

275. I b i d . . pp. 76.

276.  I b i d . . p p .7 7 -7 8 .

277.  I b i d . ,  p . 78.
278. "The New Education  P o l i c y " ,  Pakistan L ib r a r y  B u l l e t i n . V o l .  T, 

September, 1968, N o . I ,  p . 23.
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t o r s  and r e p r e s e n te d  the minds o f  th ose  who -were anxious to  imporve

e d u c a t i o n a l  system. Air  Marshal M.Nur Khan deserved  a l l  f e l i c i t a t i o n s

and commendations f o r  t h i s  document, v h i c h  he so q u i c k ly  presented

b e f o r e  the n a t io n  to  ev a lu a te  and put forward s u g g e s t io n  to  the g o v t .
279b e f o r e  i t s  im plem en tat ion ,  The P rop osa ls  vere  no doubt " r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,

280r e a l i s t i c ,  l i b e r a l ,  dem ocra t ic  and n a t i o n a l i s t i c " .  As a matter  o f  f a c t

i t  vas the f i r s t  document tyiat s t r e s s e d  so much on the meaningfu l  and

p u r p o s e fu l  e d u ca t io n  f o r  the peop le  o f  Pakistan on formal and in fo rm a l
281

l e v e l s .  Aims and o b j e c t i v e s  v ere  vorded  b e a u t i f u l l y  and the  s p i r i t  

r e f l e c t e d  from them d e p i c t e d  the s i n c e r i t y  o f  the minds working behind 

the  scheme.

But on c a r e f u l  s c re e n in g  and exam inat ion ,  i t  c ou ld  be d e t e c te d  

th a t  th e re  vas o m iss io n s  and gaps in  determ ining  proper  p lace  o f  l i b 

r a r i e s  in  the P r o p o s a l s .  There v ere  j u s t  passing r e f e r e n c e s  which might 

be t r e a t e d  as recommendations i f  so d e s i r e d ,  on pages 2 6 , 5 4 , 7 6 , 7 7 , 7 8  and 

84 under p r iv a te  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  Grants Commission S e c r e t a r i a t ,  

Powers and d u t i e s  o f  the S y n d ica te ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the Academic Coun

c i l ,  powgrs o f  the Academic C ounci l  and a f f i l i a t i o n  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  These 

r e f e r e n c e s  d id  n o t  amount to  more than the p r o v i s i o n  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in
i

h ig h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o n l y .  Therp vas no mention o f  l i b r a r i e s  ^n s c h o o l s ,  

c o l l e g e s ,  adult  l i t e r a c y  and in  s p e c i a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s .  Again thpse 

p r o v i s i o n s  v ere  " p e r m is s iv e "  ra th e r  than d e f i n i t i v e .  The P roposa ls  d id  

no t  say anything about N a t io n a l  L i b r a r i e s ,  N a t io n a l  B ib l i o g r a p h y ,  

N a t i o n a l  Union C ata log ue ,  L ib r a r y  L e g i s l a t i o n ,  L ib ra ry  c o - o p p r a t ^ o n , 

L ib r a r y  E d u ca t ion ,  Documentation and In fo rm a t io n  R e t r i e v a l .  The pro 

p o s a ls  d id  not  su g g e s t  any standard f o r  l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g ,  p e rso n n e l ,

279. I b i d .

280.  " L i b r a r i e s  and L ib r a r y  Education in  P rop osa ls  f o r  a Np v  Education
P o l i c y , "  Pak is ta n  L ib r a r y  B u l l e t i n .  V o l .  T,  Septembpr, 1968 ,N o . I ,  

p . 32 .  "
281.  I b i d .
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s e r v i c e s ,  c o l l e c t i o n ,  e t c .  I t  was c o m p le te ly  s i l e n t  about book 

s e r v i c e s  in  primary s c h o o l s .  I t  vas s u r p r i s in g  that  the Com^lss^on 

d i d  n o t  pay a t t e n t i o n  to  and c o n s id e r e d  the improvement o f  l i b r a r y  

f a c i l i t i e s  and r a i s i n g  the standard o f  l i b r a r i a n s  in P ak is ta n .  C ontro l  

and s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  L ib r a r y  by the A s s i s ta n t  S ecre ta ry  

o f  U n iv e r s i t y  Grants Commission might go aga inst  the p r e s t i g e  and

^ p o s t i t i o n  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  L ib r a r y .

The new P rop osa ls  d id  not  say anything about r e v i s i o n  o f  . pay 

s c a l e s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s .  This  om iss ion  vas  s t r o n g ly  rese n te d  by the L ib 

rary  A s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  Pakistan namely L y a l lp u r  L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

F ed era l  L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  V es t  Pakistan C o l le g e  L ib ra ry  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

Sind L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  West Pakistan  C o l le g e  L ib r a r ia n s  A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  

(Rawalp indi  Z o n e ) ,  East Pakistan L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  and C ounci l  o f

S ch o o l  and C o l l e g e  L i b r a r i a n s ,  K a r a c h i .282 They even c a l l e d  f o r  a

„  p r o t e s t  week from May 11 to  16, 1970 demanding e qu a l  pay s c a l e s  and
T

s t a t u s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s  at par v i t h  the pay s c a l e s  and s ta tu s  o f  te a ch in g  

s t a f f  o f  the i n s t i t u t i o n ? 83 The p r o t e s t  week thus i n i t i a t e d  by Vest

Pak is tan  C o l le g e  L i b r a r i a n ' s  A s s o c ia t i o n  vas a lso  supported  by o th e r
, 284a s s o c i  a t i o n s .

I t  i s  no denying the f a c t  th a t  although p o t e n t i a l  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in 

e d u c a t i o n  vas not  adequately  r e f l e c t e d  in  the P roposa ls  but  the l i b r a r y  

as an instrument o f  e d u ca t io n  d id  not  l o s e  s ig h t  o f  the persons who 

d r a f t e d  the p r o p o s a l s .

238 1

282 "New Education  P o l i c y  and L i b r a r i a n " ,  Mon t h l y . PLA N e v s l^ t te .r .
No 4 May, 1970, K arach i :  Pakistan L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  pp. 13 -17 .

283.  I b i d . . p. 24.

284. I b i d . ,  p. 1 3 -1 7 .
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Working Conference  on L ib r a r y  Development and 
Manpower needs In Pakistan

S ince  t o t a l  outcome o f  the Second Five Year Plan was f r u s t r a t i n g ,  

p eop le  w a i te d  f o r  the  T h ird  Five Year Plan which c re a te d  a tempo and 

s p i r i t  o f  l i b r a r y  development in  the c o u n try .  L i b r a r i a n s ,  L ib ra ry  

A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t e a c h e r s  and s o c i a l  l e a d e r s ,  gave more a t t e n t io n  towards 

the development o f  l i b r a r i e s ;  as a r e s u l t  seminars ,  symposia,  c o n f e - !  

r e n ce s  were h e l d  and r e p o r t s  prepared f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and i n c l u s i o n  

in  the ensuing  Fourth Five Year Plan. Among them mention may be made 

o f  'Working Conference  on L ib r a r y  Development and Manpower Ne^ds in  

P a k i s t a n ' ,  'SPTL P r o p o s a l s ' . . .  and East Pakistan L ib ra ry  Development 

Committee Report .  A l l  o f  them submitted  prop osa ls  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in  the 

Fourth Five Year Plan.

A 'Two-day working c o n fe r e n c e  on the Development o f  L i b r a r i e s  

and Manpower needs in  P a k is ta n 1 was h e l d  on November 18 and 19, 1968
OQC

in  K ara ch i .  The purpose o f  the c o n fe r e n c e  vas ( i )  to  examine the 

s t a t e  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  o f  v a r io u s  types  such as n a t i o n a l ,  p u b l i c ,  

u n i v e r s i t y ,  c o l l e g e ,  s c h o o l ,  s p e c i a l  and documentation c e n t r e s ,  ( i i )  

t o  determine  the manpower needs f o r  v a r io u s  types  o f  l i b r a r i e s  and 

( i i i )  t o  p la ce  the f in d in g s  and recommendations in  the form o f  a 

memorandum f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  the N a t ion a l  Comm i s s i on _on M an power and 

Education  and c o n s e q u e n t ly  f o r  the Fourth F ive -Y ear  P lan ,  s e v e r a l  

working groups c o n s i s t i n g  o f  prominent l i b r a r i a n s  from the - s s t  and the 

V e s t  wings o f  Pakistan  were fo rm ed .286 Tn t h i s  c o n fe r e n c e  a number

239

285. The Seminar «as Inaugurated by Mr. G. Ahmpd, * ^ “ “ ^ atl0nal
Commission on Manpower and E du ca t ion ,  Govt ,  o f  P ak is ta n .

?R6. Two-dav working c o n f e r e n c e on the Development o f  L i b r a r i e s  and
----- g L  n o o H s i n  P ak is tan ;  November 1 8 ^ 1 9 ^ 968 ,  K arach i :  ^

S o c i e t y  f o r  the Promotion and Improvement o f  L i b r a r i e s ,  1968, p . l .
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o f  papers were read and d i s c u s s e d .  The f o l l o w i n g  were the sugges

t i o n s  and recommendations o f  the c o n fe r e n c e

1.  'The c o n c e p t  o f  planning f o r  L ib ra ry  development based on 

s p e c i f i c  at ions  r e l a t i n g  t o  standards f o r  p e r s o n n e l ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  s e r v i c e s  

and b u i l d i n g s  should be in tr o d u ce d  and forwarded to  the N a t ion a l  Pla

nning ag enc ies  o f  P ak is ta n .  (2)  L e g i s l a t i o n  to  ena ct  L ib r a r y  Laws in  

o r d e r  t o  ensure l e g a l  s ta tu s  f o r  l i b r a r y  development was recommended. 

(3 )  A C en tra l  L ib r a r y  Board to  frame p o l i c i e s  r e l a t i n g  to  development 

o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  s e r v i c e s ,  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  and c o - o p e r a t i o n  be formed. (4 )  

L ib r a r y  Education  and T ra in in g  shou ld  be g iven to p  p r i o r i t y  in N a t io n a l  

P lanning .  (5 )  L ib r a r y  S c ien ce  co u rse s  on Degree l e v e l  be in tro d u ce d  

in  a l l  the u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  Pakistan  to  meet the shortage  o f  q u a l i f i e d  

l i b r a r i a n s . (6 )  A R eg ion a l  Centre f o r  Advanced L ib r a r y  Studies  and 

Research as recommended in  the CENTO Report  should be e s t a b l i s h e d  in  

the u n i v e r s i t y  o f  K a ra ch i .  (7 )  S tatus  and s a la r y  o f  L ib r a r ia n s  should 

be r a i s e d  to  a t t r a c t  b r i g h t  and t a l e n t e d  cand id a tes  to  adopt c a r e e r  

o f  L i b r a r i a n s h i p .  (8 )  To check  b r a in  d ra in  b e t t e r  job  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  be 

p ro v id e d  to  h i g h l y  educated  l i b r a r i a n s .  (9 )  The D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  L ib 

r a r i e s  in  the c e n t r e  and prov in ces  be o r g a n iz e d .  (10 )  The N a t ion a l  

L ib r a r y  o f  Pakistan  should n o t  be d i r e c t e d  by the u n q u a l i f i e d  p u b l i c  

s e r v a n t s .  (11)  The Pakistan L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t i o n  be g iven  the s ta tu s  

o f  o th e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o u n c i l  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  should have f i n a n c i a l  

sup port  from the c e n t r a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  g o v t ,  t o  c a r r y  on i t s  p r o f e 

s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  (12)  School  L ib ra ry  should be the f o c a l  po int  in  

d e v e l o p in g  l i b r a r y  systems in  the co u n try  in  o r d e r  to  prov ide  students  

the means o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  development and m o d e rn iz a t io n .  (13) There 

should  be a n a t i o n a l  survey o f  the M anuscr ip t  c o l l e c t i o n  in  Pakistan

in  o r d e r  t o  gauge these  c u l t u r a l  t r e a s u r e s  o f  the country  and make
287

them known to  the peo p i e 1.

28 7 . I b i d .
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This  seminar vas  v e ry  important f o r  framing the Fourth Five Year 

Plan so fa r  development o f  L ib r a r y  vas  con cern ed .  The seminar s u p p l ie d  

the raw m a te r ia ls  f o r  the Fourth Five Year Plan. I t  fo cu sse d  the 

im portant  f i e l d s  r e q u i r i n g  development in  the f i e l d  o f  L ib r a r y  f o r  

the p lanners  o f  the Fourth Five Year Plan. The p o in ts  suggested  vere  

v e r y  im portant  f o r  the  development o f  L ib r a r i e s  in  Bangladesh.  L ibra ry  

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  L ib ra ry  Commission, L ibrary  e d u ca t io n  r e q u i r i n g  t o p  p r i 

o r i t y ,  R e g io n a l  Centre f o r  Advanced L ib ra ry  S tud ies  and improvement 

o f  the s ta tu s  o f  L ib r a r i a n s ,  Improvement o f  the s ta tu s  o f  the L ibrary  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  e t c .  v ere  suggested  at the seminar.

East  Pakistan L ib ra ry  Development Comrlt t e e (1969)

The Govt,  o f  E ast  Pakistan formed a body o f  n ine  e x p e r t s ,  named

•East Pakistan  L ib r a r y  Development Committee1 by the o r d e r  con ta in ed
288

in  Govt .  N o t i f i c a t i o n  No. 820-L(R & E) dated 5 - 5 - 6 9 .  w ith  Mr .M.S.

K han ,L ib rar ian  and Head o f  the Department o f  L ib ra ry  S c i e n c e ,  Dacca

U n iv e r s i t y  and P r e s i d e n t ,  East Pakistan L ibrary  A s s o c i a t i o n  as Chairman.

The terms o f  r e f e r e n c e  o f  the^^Com m ittee  vere  as f o l l o w s

"To examine the q u e s t io n  o f  development and expansion  o f  p u b l i c

l i b r a r i e s  and o f  the improvement o f  L ib r a r i e s  in s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s
290and t o  recommend to  Government phased measures f o r  the same". The

291
Committee vas r e q u e s te d  to  submit i t s  r e p o r t  by the 20th May, 1969.

288.  Government Order i s su ed  by the D i r e c t o r  o f  P ub l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n ,
East  P a k is ta n .  O r i g i n a l  o rd e rs  f i l e d  in D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Publ ic
I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Government o f  the P e o p l e ' s  R epublic  o f  Bangladesh.

289.  Report  o f  the East Pakistan L ibrary  Development Committee appointed 
bv the D i r e c t o r  o f  Publ ic  I n s t r u c t i o n .  East Pakistan on May 5,196_9_ 
as d e s i r e d  by Government o f  East Pakistan ;  Submitted t o  the Direc^ 
t o r  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  East Pakistan on May. 1969. (Memeo gra
phed) (For r e s t r i c t e d  use )  (This  r e p o r t  vas not  made p u b l i c ) .

290 .  I b i d .

291* This  Report vas  p a r t i a l l y  implemeted in  East P ak is tan ,  nov Bangla
desh due t o  the f a c t  that  b e f o r e  the e x p i r y  o f  Fourth Plan p e r i o d ,  
Bangladesh ,  the then East P ak is ta n ,  emerged as a separate  c o u n t r y .
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The Committee r e c o g n i s e d  the o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  the Commission on 

N a t i o n a l  “Education and th at  o f  Third Five Year Plan and adopted them 

as premises  o f  i t s  r e p o r t  in  r e s p e c t  o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s .

S ch o o l  L i b r a r i e s

The Commission on N a t io n a l  Education  o bserv ed  the poor c o n d i t i o n  

o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  the m ult ipurpose  secondary  s c h o o l s  and recommended 

th a t  g re a t  e f f o r t s . . .  w i l l  be made to  achieve  the o b j e c t i v e s  o f  these
PQO

s c h o o l s .  The Commission a lso  thought  th a t  "The academic h e a r t  o f

the  s c h o o l  shou ld  be i t s  l i b r a r y  which should be e s p e c i a l l y  s tock ed
293t o  meet e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u ire m e n ts " .

In the T h ird  Five Year Plan i t  was s ta te d  th a t  . . . " t h e r e  i s  a 

s e r i o u s  shortage  o f  l i b r a r y  a m e n i t ie s .  Stocks o f  books are sm al l  and 

o u t - o f - d a t e .  Side read ing  m a te r ia l s  and j u v e n i l e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  app

r o p r i a t e  q u a l i t y  i s  con sp icu o u s  by i t s  absence .  There i s  l i t t l e  regu

l a r  f low  o f  a p p r o p r ia te  l i t e r a t u r e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  the needs o f  age-groups  

c on cern ed  o r  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s .  During the Third  Plan v a r io u s  e f f o r t s  w i l l  

be made t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  s e r i o u s  l a c k .  Regular f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  c l a s s  

t e a c h e r s  should  be induced to  take t r a i n i n g  in  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  during
QQ4

v a c a t i o n s " .  While c r i t i c i s i n g  the Commission 's  r e p o r t  i t  sa id  th a t  

the Commission d id  not  s p e c i f y  the implementation machinery f o r  l i b r a r y  

developm ent.

The Committee ob se rv e d  that  the Development Schemes in the  past 

p rov id ed  some amount o f  money f o r  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  but in  many 

c a s e s ,  c l a s s - r o o m s ,  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  gymnasia e t c .  swallowed up the e n t i r e

292.  P a k is ta n .  M i n i s t r y  o f  E du ca t ion .  Report o f  Commission on N a t io n a l  
E d u c a t io n . K arach i :  Manager o f  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  I960 ,  p . 40.

293.  I b i d .

294 .  P a k is ta n .  T hird  F ive  Year Plan (1 9 6 5 -7 0 ) .  K arach i :  Manager o f  
P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1967, pp. 192-93 .
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sum. The Committee fu r th e r  observ ed  th at  s c h o o ls  under p r o g r e s s i v e  

management prov id ed  one room f o r  the l i b r a r y  but i t  vas o f  c la s s - r o o m  

s i z e  and h a rd ly  s u f f i c i e n t  not  to  speak o f  reader  accommodation f o r  

p u p i l s  and t e a c h e r s .  Many s c h o o ls  d id  not  o r ,  because o f  m o n e y - l i m i t s , 

c o u ld  n o t  th in k  o f  a separate  accommodation f o r  the l i b r a r y .  As a 

r e s u l t ,  the b o o k - c a s e s  e i t h e r  l a i d  huddled t o g e th e r  ■without any e lb o  

room in  some l e s s  a c c e s s i b l e  o r  l e s s  c o n v en ien t  part o f  the b u i l d i n g  

o r  s c a t t e r e d  o v er  the d i f f e r e n t  areas o f  the s c h o o l .  In  t h e i r  cas^s 

l a c k  o f  accommodation was the l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  f a c t o r  v h ich  rendered the 

l i b r a r y  i n o p e r a t i v e .  A fev  h igh  s c h o o l s  v h ich  v e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  or  

d e v e lo p e d  hovever  v e r e  more commodious but not  very  f u n c t i o n a l  o r  ade

quate .

The Committee t h e r e f o r e  e m p h a t i ca l ly  recommended th a t  the need
296f o r  s a t i s f a c t o r y  l i b r a r y  accommodation in  high s c h o o l s ,  Govt,  and

n o n - g o v t ,  should  be met v i t h o u t  any d e l a y .  V h i le  implementing t h i s

recommendation, i t  emphasised th a t  a l l  eoncerned should knov the

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  and should have some sample d es ig ns  o f  s c h o o l  b u i ld in g s
297based on such s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .

The Committee fu r t h e r  n o t i c e d  that  the annual book grant f o r  secon 

dary s c h o o l s  vas t r i v i a l  and inadequate  be ing  ba s°d  on an o u t -d a te d  

p e r s p e c t i v e  about l i b r a r y  needs and antiquated c r i t e r i a  about the 

nature  and fu n c t i o n s  o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s .  S ch oo ls  n e v ly  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

o r  d ev e lo p e d  r e c e i v e d  and vere  r e c e i v i n g  h ig h e r  annual book grants

295.  o p . c i t . , 2 ,  p. 6.

296. I b i d .

297.  I b i d .
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b u t ,  even then ,  th e se  small  grants  bore  l i t t l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  the 

then p r i c e  range o f  books which was p r o g r e s s i v e l y  go ing  up and h ig h e r  

ov er  the  y e a r s .  The annual in take  o f  books d id  not  c o v e r  the needs 

f o r  new books on a l l  the  s u b j e c t s  and u p - t o - d a t e  r e f e r e n c e  m a t e r i a l s .  

R e c o g n is in g  the importance o f  R e fe ren ce  book s ,  the Committee s ta te d

t h a t  R e fe ren ce  books must be a cqu ired  by s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  from time
w  298 to  t im e .

The Committee f u r t h e r  suggested  th a t  the s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  should 

p ro v id e  books on r e l i g i o u s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  f o r  back

ground study as a lso  books f o r  p l e a s u r a b le  r e a d in g .  This  Committee, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  recommended that  book  grants  f o r  s c h o o ls  be enhanced s u i t a 

b l y  and that  a per c a p i t a  b a s i s  f o r  annual book grants  be adopted.  The 

b a s i s  sugg ested  was one book per c a p i t a  o f  s c h o o l  p op u la t ion  m u l t i p l i e d  

by Rs. 5 / - .  as the  average p r i c e  o f  per b o o k . ^ "  The Committee fu r th e r  

recommended th a t  book  grant should c o v e r  the need f o r  b o o k s ,  p e r i o d i c a l s  

and a l s o  a u d i o - v i s u a l  m a te r ia ls  and ten per c e n t  o f  t h i s  g ran t ,  should 

be made expendable  f o r  c o n t in g e n c i e s  v i z .  b in d i n g ,  i n s e c t i c i d e s ,  l i b 

r a r y  s t a t i o n e r y  e t c .  The book  grant  in c lu d in g  c o n t i n g e n c i e s  should be
300

a se p a ra te  item in  the t o t a l  s c h o o l  budget .  j

I t  ob se rv e d  th a t  s c h o o ls  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  1947 c a r r i e d  much 1 

u s e l e s s  lumber in  the form o f  o u t -d a t e d  and ant iquated  r e f e r e n c e  works 

and t e x t  books and worm-eaten b o o k s ,  most o f  them unusable  because o f  

the b r i t t l e  o r  m iss in g  pages,  a f r a c t i o n  o f  which c o u ld  prove u s e f u l  

e lsew h ere  to  l e a rn e d  b o d ie s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  a n t iqua r ian  s t u d i e s .

298 .  I b i d .

299. I b i d .

300.  I b i d .

301 .  I b i d .
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The Committee t h e r e f o r e  recommended that  the Head Master be 

a u th o r i s e d  11 ( i )  t o  w r i t e  o f f  such unusable books and d e s t r o y  them

a u t h o r i t y ,  and ( i i )  t o  send a l i s t  o f  the r e s t  o f  the books apparent ly  

u s e f u l  e lsew here  t o  the East Pakistan C entra l  P ub l ic  L ib r  ary? Dacc a,

l i s t s  o f  d i s c a r d s  and c i r c u l a t e  i t  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e l y  to need them. 

Free g i f t s  t o  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  sh o u ld ,  o r d i n a r i l y ,  be the  b a s i s  o f  d i s 

p o s a l .  Th is  s t e p  would immediately  r e l e a s e  v a lu a b le  s h e l f - s p a c e  o f  the 

a l re a d y  c o n g e s te d  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i . e s  and at the same time f i l l  in  some 

gaps in  the c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e se a rch  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  d i s c a r d i n g  

would have to  be a r e g u la r  f e a tu re  o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  at annual or  

l o n g e r  i n t e r v a l s .  The s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  must be a c u r r e n t  stream and not  

a s tagnant  p o o l ’1. 301

The Committee observed  th a t  Twenty-one p i l o t  secondary  s c h o o ls  

had one l i b r a r i a n  each in  the s a la r y  s c a l e  o f  Rs. 1 1 0 / -  to  2 4 0 / - .  

S ch o o ls  o t h e r  than th e se  had to  be s a t i s f i e d  with one t e a ch er  l i b r a r i a n  

each who vasaLready taxed by a f u l l  l oa d  o f  t e a c h in g  work, ^-his o b s o 

l e t e  i d e a  o f  t e a c h e r - c u m - l i b r a r i a n  p o s s i b l y  worked in  some fa sh ion  in 

a one t r a c t  s c h o o l  o f  the bygone days w ith  an enrolment o f  around 300. 

The i n f l u x  o f  s tudents  and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  c o u rs e  rendered the 

i d e a  unworkable .  Even the  T h ird  Plan o b j e c t i v e  such as "Regular f u l l y  

q u a l i f i e d  c l a s s  t e a c h e r s  should be induced to take t r a i n i n g  in  l i b 

r a r i a n s h i p  during v a c a t i o n s " 302 vas n o t  m a t e r i a l i s e d .  Even i f  t r a i n e d ,  

one t e a c h e r - l i b r a r i  an c o u ld  not  cope w ith  the volume o f  work in  the 

l i b r a r y  o f  the o v e r -p o p u la t e d  s c h o o l  which c o u ld  at b e s t  allow him

s u b j e c t  t o  in fo r m a t io n  t o ,  but  not  p r i o r  approval  o f  the  c o n t r o l l i n g

The East Pakistan  C e n tra l  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y  may from

302.  I b i d .
302 .  P a k is ta n .  The T h ird  Fiv e  Year Plan,  p. 194.
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about three  f r e e  p e r io d s  in  a "week f o r  l i b r a r y  work, ^ven these

th ree  p e r io d s  were o f t e n  swallowed up by the t e a c h e r - l i b r a r i  an having

to  t a c k l e  the work o f  absentee t e a c h e r s .  Naturaly  h i s  inner  urge

was t o  keep the l i b r a r y  c l o s e d  and to  open one o r  two almlrahs o n ly
303

when he c o u ld  n o t  h e l p  i t .  The "academic h e a r t  o f  the s c h o o l s ”

thus ceased  t o  b e a t  more o f t e n  than n ot  and the s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e

became a mockery.

The Committee, t h e r e f o r e  recommended the f o l l o w i n g  minimum u n it  

o f  s t a f f  f o r  each Govt ,  h igh  s c h o o l  w ith  an average s c h o o l  p o p u la t ion  

o f  400 .  (a )  One L ib r a r ia n  with  H .S .C .  plus L i b r a r i a n s h i p  c e r t i f i c a t e  

as in te r im  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t e s t ,  the e v e n tu a l  t e s t  b e in g  a B a c h e l o r ' s  

Degree p lus  L i b r a r ia n s h i p  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  p r e fe r a b ly  a Diploma in L ib r a r y  

S c ien ce*  S c a le :  Rs. 2 0 0 - 3 7 5 / - ,  s e l e c t i o n  grade Rs. 3 0 0 - 4 2 5 / - f o r  every  

10th p o s t ,  (b )  One Book S o r t e r :  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t e s t ,  th a t  o f  the Record 

S u p p l ie r  in  Government s e r v i c e ,  s c a l e s  Rs. 75-105 and ( c )  One Checkpost 

Attendant :  S c a le :  Rs. 7 0 - 9 5 / - . 304

The s c h o o l  w ith  an above average enrolment however would need 

one more hand, e i t h e r  a L ib ra ry  A s s i s ta n t  in  the s c a l e  o f  Rs. 1 2 5 / - 2 5 0 /  

o r ,  at l e a s t ,  a second Book S o r t e r .  The Committee c o n s id e r e d  th a t  the 

above mentioned s t a f f  was e s s e n t i a l l y  needed f o r  proper  o r g a n i s a t i o n  

and management o f  the s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  and f o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  l i m i t e d  

o p e n - s h e l f  system and extended open ing  hours i . e .  p r e - o r - p o s t  s c h o o l .  

U nless  the s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  was p r o p e r ly  o rg a n is e d  and s e r v i c e d ,  enhan

cement o f  book grant  and the p r o v i s i o n  fo r  adequate accommodation would 

serv e  no u s e f u l  purpose .  The Committee h e ld  th a t  non-government s c h o o l s

303 .  P a k is ta n .  Report  o f  the Commission on N a t io n a l  .^duc_atjon_,p.40.

304 .  Report  o f  the ^ a s t  Pakistan L ib r a r y  Development Committee., 6 .
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a l s o  shou ld  be induced to  adopt the above s t a f f i n g  standard .

The Committee p a i n f u l l y  o b s e r v in g  the poor s ta tu s  o f  the l i b r a r i a n  

recommended th a t  L ib r a r ia n s  w ith  comparable q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o r ,  in the 

in te r im  p e r i o d ,  n e a r l y  comparable q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  should have been 

equated  -with t e a c h e r s  in  matters o f  s ta tu s  and s a la r y  s c a le  and a sso 

c i a t e d  w ith  planning o f  s c h o o l  programmes in  o rd e r  that  they might c o 

o p e r a te  w ith  t e a ch e rs  w ith  a sense o f  b e lo n g in g  to  the team and h e lp  

them on an informed b a s i s  in so fa r  as those  programmes r e l a t e d  t o  book 

s e r v i c e  fo r  r e a d e r s . T h e  Committee s ta te d  th a t  the L ib r a r ia n  should 

be in v e s te d  w ith  s u f f i c i e n t  a u th o r i ty  to  e n f o r c e  l i b r a r y  r u le s  and 

d i s c i p l i n e  and fo r  t h i s  a d m in is t ra t iv e  r eason ,  he should be subord inated  

to  none but  the Head Master o n l y .  A L ib r a r ia n  w ithou t  the r eq u ired  

s ta tu s  would n a t u r a l l y  f e e l  d i f f i d e n t  in b r in g in g  to  the n o t i c e  o f  the 

Head M aster  arrogant  demands f o r  more books than a l low ed to a t e a c h e r  

o r  in r e p o r t i n g  f a i l u r e  to  r e tu rn  long  overdue books on the part  o f  a

s e c t i o n  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  present  in  almost every  s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e ,  in

t o t a l  d i s r e g a r d  o f  the r u le s  which were framed with  a view to  p r o t e c t
307 Ithe i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  r e a d e r s ,  s tudents  or t e a c h e r s .

I t  observed  t h a t  L i b r a r i e s  r e q u i r e  some s p e c i a l i s e d  items o f

f u r n i t u r e  and equipment which were almost u n i v e r s a l l y  absent In the 

s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s .  The predominant items in the l i b r a r i e s  were a lm irahs ,  

o f t e n  v e ry  sm a l l ,  or  o f  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  g r e a te r  depth not  good f o r  l i b r a r y  

use and, even when made f o r  l i b r a r y  u se ,  o f  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  d im ensions .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  they were w h o l ly  o r  l a r g e l y ,  u s e l e s s  and u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  and 

d id  n o t  f i t  f u n c t i o n a l l y  <n any o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  scheme. They caused 

wastage o f  f l o o r  space and se t  t o  naught e f f o r t s  f o r  f u n c t i o n a l  s h e lv in g

305. I b i d .

306 .  Report  o f  t h e ^ast  Pakistan L ib ra ry  Development Committee. . .  p . 7.

30 7 .  I b i d . , p . 7.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



arrangements .  They tended to  o b s t r u c t  l i g h t  and v e n t i l a t i o n  e t c .

The Committee t h e r e f o r e ,  recommended th a t  the o l d  and sometimes

monumental p i e c e s  o f  fu r n i t u r e  be s o l d  away or  exchanged f o r  new

f u n c t i o n a l  p i e c e s  o f  fu r n i t u r e  made accord ing  to  standard l i b r a r y

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  and, where needed,  new o r  a d d i t i o n a l  s p e c i a l i s e d  items
308

shou ld  be s u p p l i e d .  A l l  items deemed n e ce ssa ry  by t h i s  Committee 

were l i s t e d  w ith  r e l e v a n t  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  and es t im a ted  t o t a l  c o s t .

The Committee c o n s id e r e d  th a t  the e x e c u to r s  o f  the development 

plan needed c l o s e  and cont inu ous  b r i e f i n g  as to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  

i n t e r n a l  l a y - o u t  w ith  s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  to the p la c in g  o f  book s h e l v e s ,  

the p o s i t i o n ,  h e i g h t  and width o f  windows, so as to  ensure the utmost 

economy o f  f l o o r - s p a c e  w ithout  p r e ju d i c i n g  the f low o f  n a tu ra l  l i g h t  

and v e n t i l a t i o n . " '

The Committee f e l t  that  there  was a gen era l  l a c k  o f  awarencess on 

the p art  o f  s c h o o l  a u t h o r i t i e s  re g a rd in g  the r o l e  and p lace  o f  s c h o o l  

l i b r a r i e s  and t h i s  l a c k  o f  awarencess led  to  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  for  

development o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s .  A la rg e  s e c t i o n  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  who were 

d i r e c t l y  in v o lv e d  in  preparing  fu tu re  c i t i z e n s  were vaguely  aware o f  

the c o n t r i b u t i o n  that  a l i b r a r y  c o u ld  make towards supplementing t h e i r  

c l a s s  room i n s t r u c t i o n  and in d e v e lo p in g  an ab id ing  I n t e r e s t  in re a 

d i n g . 310

The Committee, t h e r e f o r e ,  recommended that  the l i b r a r i e s  in s c h o o l s  

shou ld  be g iven  t h e i r  proper p la ce  as recommended by the Commission 

on N a t i o n a l  Education  so that  they c o u ld  become i n t e g r a l  parts  o f  

s c h o o l  t e a c h in g .  The e d u ca t io n  a u t h o r i t i e s  should be wary 1n g iv in g

P48

308 .  I b i d .
309.  Report  o f  the East Pakistan L ibrary  Development Committee. . .  p . 7 .
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r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  those  s c h o o l s  which d id  not  meet the p r e s c r ib e d
311

minimum standard in  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s .

To make sure th a t  the s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  were p r o p e r ly  o r g a n is e d  

and s e r v i c e d ,  i t  recommended that  in s p e c t in g  l i b r a r i a n s  in  the Educa

t i o n  D i r e c t o r a t e  both  at the headquarters  as w e l l  as in  the d i v i s i o n s  

would be n e c e s s a r y .  'The s c h o o l  i n s p e c t i n g  s t a f f  should  be o r i e n t e d  

i n  s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  o r g a n i s a t i o n  and management so th a t  w h i le  v i s i t i n g  

s c h o o l s  they can take proper s t o c k  o f  the s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  and assess
qi p

t h e i r  e f f i c i e n c y . 1

I t  was a lso  suggested  th a t  'T e a c h e r s 1 T ra in in g  C o l l e g e s  should

i n c l u d e  in  t h e i r  s y l l a b u s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  o f  t e a ch e rs  a course  or  a few 

e x t e n s i o n  l e c t u r e s  on L ibrary  S e rv i ce  so that  the tea ch e rs  might become 

l i b r a r y -m in d e d  and c o u ld  motivate  s c h o o l  p u p i l s  to  d e v e lo p  read ing  

h a b i t s  t o  make the b e s t  use o f  the s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  f o r  t h e i r  teach in g  

programme.

I t  c o n s id e r e d  th a t  in r e s p e c t  o f  s c h o o l s ,  Govt ,  and non-Govt .  

which came under development schemes, already implemented, a su p p le 

mentary scheme f o r  the improvement o f  l i b r a r i e s  e x c l u s i v e l y ,  i f  the 

o t h e r  needs o f  the s c h o o l  concerned were a lready  been f i l l e d ,  should 

be drawn up and implemented q u i c k l y .  As regards  the o t h e r  s c h o o ls  which 

d id  n o t  r e c e i v e  b e n e f i t s  under any prev ious  development scheme, the 

R eport  s ta te d  th a t  t h e i r  l i b r a r y  requirements  should be in c lu d e d  in 

the l a t e r  schemes when prepared.

The f i n a n c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  rpcommendations was Rs. 6 6 , l 4 0 / - p ^ r  

average s c h o o l  w ith  an enrolment o f  400 fo r  the improvement o f  i t s  

l i b r a r y .  The plan a l l o c a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  the Fourth Plan p e r i o d ,

311.  I b i d . ,  P . 8 .
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i f  a l l  the  then 3 ,1 0 8  High Schoo ls  -were intended to  d e v e lo p  in  f i v e
3 13

y e a r s ,  would be Rs. 2 0 ,5 5 p 3 ,  1 2 0 / - .

C o l l e g e  L i b r a r i e s

While  e v a lu a t in g  the C o l le g e  L ib r a r y  p r o v i s i o n  in  the then ^ast  

P a k is ta n ,  the Committee again c o n s id e r e d  the o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  the Commi

s s i o n  on N a t io n a l  Education  and that  o f  the T h ird  Five Year Plan as i t s  

b a s e s .  The Commission had the f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s :

' . . . e v e r y  c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  should have a l i b r a r y  la rg e  

enough and open long  enough to  act  as a w o r k - r o o m . . . '  l i b r a r y  i s  at 

the  v e r y  h e a r t  o f  the id e a  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  and th a t  the books w ith  

which i t  i s  s t o c k e d ,  the l i b r a r i a n s  who serve  in  i t ,  and the kind o f  

use which the s tu den ts  make o f  i t  should r e v e a l  the e x te n t  to  which 

i t  i s  d i s c h a r g in g  i t s  r e a l  fu n c t i o n s  as a powerhouse o f  l e a r n i n g . . .  

l i b r a r i e s  are s h o t t  o f  book s ,  and the s to ck s  they have are in  many 

c a s e s  s e r i o u s l y  ou t  o f  d a t e . . . B o o k  s e l e c t i o n  i s  an e x a c t in g  t a s k ,  

r e q u i r i n g  t e a c h e r s  who are u p - t o - d a t e  in t h e i r  s u b j e c t s  and w i l l i n g  

t o  spend time and e f f o r t  in  ad v is in g  the l i b r a r i a n  in  the b e s t  use 

o f  r e s o u r c e s  which w i l l  always be l i m i t e d .  The use made o f  the l i b r a r y  

w i l l  depend l a r g e l y  on the e x t e n t  to  which the t e a c h e r  . . .  i s  able 

t o  s t im u la te  and guide the read ing  o f  h i s  s tu d e n ts .  Our l i b r a r i e s  have 

la n g u ish ed  because  o f  our tendency  to  th in k  o f  e d u ca t io n  as the memo

r i s a t i o n  o f  t e x t b o o k  and n o t e s .  I f  the t e ach er  i s  to  e s t a b l i s h  the 

t ru e  p ro ce ss  o f  l e a r n in g  he w i l l  c o n s t a n t l y  n e e d . . .  take h i s  s tudents

to  the l i b r a r y .  Students can not  a p p r e c ia te  the true  va lue  o f  books 

u n le s s  they have ready a ccess  to  them, are encouraged to  move f r e e l y

250

313 The e s t im a te  was an utop ian  one .  Tt was not  at a l l  p o s s ib l e  f o r
the  then Govt ,  to  e s t a b l i s h  or  d e v e lo p  l i b r a r i e s  m  a l l  the s c h o o l s  
I t  i s  n o t  even p o s s i b l e  f o r  the Govt,  to  do i t  now.
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among them, and are a l low ed to  handle and c o n s u l t  them to  d ec id e  

which are most a p p rop r ia te  f o r  d e t a i l e d  s tudy .  In in t r o d u c t in g  the 

open s h e l f  system, d i s c r e t i o n  w i l l  have to  be e x e r c i s e d  because  some 

books are s c a r c e  and e x p e n s iv e .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  a formula must be d ev ised  

which w i l l  make even s c a r c e  and expens ive  books r e a d i l y  a v a i la b le  to 

meet the g en u  ine  requirem ents  o f  s t u d e n t s . . .  i f  t e a ch e rs  were seen 

more f r e q u e n t l y  in  l i b r a r i e s  they would be able to  s e t  an example and 

to  r a i s e  t h e i r  t o n e ’ . 314

The T h ird  Five  Year Plan echoed the above o b s e r v a t i o n s  s t a t i n g :

" L i b r a r i e s  in  many c o l l e g e s  are in a sad s t a t e .  The l i b r a r y  i s  

r e c o g n i s e d  as the h e a r t  o f  an e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Major  e f f o r t s  

are n e c e s s a r y  to  improve l i b r a r i e s .  Open s h e l f  system should  be imme

d i a t e l y  In t ro d u c e d .  There ought to  be s u f f i c i e n t  i n d i v i d u a l  p laces  in  

the l i b r a r i e s  o f  attached  study h a l l s  f o r  the s tudents  t o  s i t  und is 

turbed  and pursue t h e i r  e n q u i r i e s .  L i b r a r i e s  and study h a l l s  be av a i 

l a b l e  to  s tudents  t i l l  l a t e  in  the n ig h t  long a f t e r  the c o l l e g e  working 

h o u r s .  Time has now a r r iv e d  when a i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g  i s  demanded by

i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  l e a r n i n g .  L ib r a r i e s  and study h a l l s  should be
' 315

the f i r s t  t o  be a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d . 11

The study o f  the s i t u a t i o n  by the Committee re v e a le d  th a t  the con

d i t i o n  o f  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  was much the same in  1969 as i t  was when 

the Commission had made i t s  r e p o r t  in  1959 e x ce p t  one small  improvement 

in  the s t a f f  p o s i t i o n  which t o o k  p lace  in  1968 in  22 out  o f  32 Govern

ment c o l l e g e s .  In  th a t  year  the f o l l o w i n g  new s c a l e s  were san ct ion ed  

by the g o v t ,  o f  Kast P ak is ta n .

314 .  P ak is ta n .  R eror t  o f  Commission on N a t io n a l  E duca t ion ,  p . 40 .

3 1 5 .  P ak is ta n .  Third  Five Year P lan . . .  P* 192.
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(1 )  S ca le  Rs. 3 5 0 - 7 5 0 / -  (G a ze tted )  f o r  L ib r a r ia n s  o f  12 c o l l e g e s .

( i i )  S ca le  Rs. 3 0 0 - 4 2 5 / - (n on -G azetted )  f o r  L ib ra r ia n s  o f  10 c o l l e g e s .

( i i i )  Sca le  Rs. 2 0 0 - 3 7 5 / -  f o r  Sr. Cata loguers  f o r  21 o f  the above

c o l l e g e s  in  l i e u  o f  p re v io u s  s ca le  o f  L ib r a r ia n _ .R s .  1 2 5 -2 7 0 / -  in

l a r g e r  c o l l e g e s  and Rs. 1 1 0 -2 4 0 / -  in  sm aller  o n e s ,  ( i v )  Sca le  Rs.
316

7 0 - 9 5 / - f o r  Book S o r te rs  o f  22 above mentioned c o l l e g e s .

The Committee found th a t  the new s c a l e s  mentioned above b e n e f i t e d

o n ly  those  22 Govt,  c o l l e g e s  which happended to  be in c lu d e d  in  some

o r  o t h e r  o n - g o in g  development schemes. Ten Govt, c o l l e g e s  would have

to  w a i t  f o r  t h e i r  turn because  o f  f i n a n c i a l  reasons .

The Committee c l a s s i f i e d  the then e x i s t i n g  s e l e c t e d  C o l le g e s  in to

b i g g e r ,  medium and sm al ler  c o l l e g e s  and recommended the f o l l o w in g

l i b r a r y  p o s t s ,  s a la r y  s c a l e  along with immediate and u l t im a te  expen
, , ,  317d i t u r e :

B ig g e r  C o l l e g e s

S i .N o . D es ig n at ion  N o . o f Scale proposed Expenditure  Per annur
p o s t . Tmmedi ate Ultim ate

1. L i b r a r ia n  1 Rs. 3 7 5 - 7 5 0 / - 5 , 5 0 0 / - 6 , 7 5 0 / -

2 . A s s t t .  L ib r a r ia n  1 Rs. 3 0 0 - 4 2 5 / - 3 , 6 0 0 / - 4 , 3 5 0 / -

3 . S en ior  C ata loguer  1 Rs. 2 0 0 -3 3 0 / - 2 , 4 5 0 / - 3 , 1 8 0 / -

4 . C ata log uer  1 Rs. 1 4 5 -2 7 5 / - 1 , 7 4 0 / - 2 , 5 2 0 / -

5 . L ib ra ry  A s s i s ta n t  2 Rs. 1 4 5 -2 7 5 / - 3 , 4 8 0 / - 5 , 0 4 0 / -

6 . Book S o r te rs  2 Rs. 7 5 - 1 0 5 / - 1 , 8 0 0 / - 2 , 1 1 0 / -

7 . Check post  a t ten d a n t -  
cum-Bearer 2 Rs. 7 0 - 9 5 / - 1 . 6 8 0 / - 1 ,940 / - . .

R s .2 0 , 2 5 0 / - Rs . 25 ,89 0 / '

316.  The r e l e v a n t  Government Order sa n ct ion ' ’ ng the s c a l e  i s  f i l e d  ih 
the D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  P u b l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  Govt, o f  East P ak is tan .

317.  Report  o f  the East Pakistan L ibrary  Development Committee. . . p . 7.
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Medium c o l l e g e s

S i .N o .  D e s ig n a t io n  N o . o f  Sca le  proposed Expenditure  per annu

I

253

posts • Tmmediate U lt im ate

1. L ib r a r ia n 1 Rs. 3 5 0 - 7 5 0 / - 4 , 2 0 0 / - 6 , 6 0 0 / -
2. Cat a loguer 1 Rs. 2 0 0 - 3 3 0 / - 2 , 4 0 0 / - 3 , 1 8 0 / -
3 . L ib r a r y  A s s t t . 1 Rs . 1 4 5 -2 7 5 / - 1 , 7 4 0 / - 2 , 5 2 0 / -
4 . Book S o r te r 2 Rs. 7 5 - 1 0 5 / - 1 , 8 0 0 / - 2 , 1 6 0 / -
5 . Check post  

Attendant-cum- 
®e arer 2 Rs. 70 -  9 5 / - 1 , 6 8 0 / - 1 , 9 8 0 / -

Rs . 1 1 , 8 2 0 / -  R s . 1 6 , 4 4 0 / -

Smaller c o l l e g e s

SI.No. D es ig n at ion No . o f  
p o s t .

Sca le  proposed Expenditure per an
num.

Immediate Ultimate
1. L ib r a r ia n 1 Rs. 3 0 0 - 4 2 5 / - 3 , 6 0 0 / - 4 , 3 5 0 / -
2. Cataloguer 1 Rs. 2 0 0 -3 3 0 / - 2 , 4 0 0 / - 3 , 1 8 0 / -
3 . L ib ra ry  A s s t t . 1 Rs. 1 4 5 -2 7 5 / - 1 , 7 4 0 / - 2 , 5 2 0 / -
4 . Book S orter 1 Rs. 7 5 - 1 0 5 / - 9 0 0 / - 1 , 0 8 0 / -

5 . C h e c k -p o s t -  
Attendant-cum- 
Be arer 1 Rs. 7 0 - 9 5 / - 8 4 0 / - 9 9 0 / -

R s . 9 , 4 8 0 / -  R s . 1 2 , 1 2 0 / -

The Committee observed  that  acute inadequacy o f  a ccom m od a t ion ^ ls  

common to  almost a l l  the o l d e r  c o l l e g e s  under Government. Reader a cco 
mmodation in  these  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  -was extrem ely  inadequate w h i le

t o o  many books had to  be pressed  in to  departmental  c o l l e c t i o n s  in

318. I b i d . ,  p .12 .
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254

charge o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  heads who had ne ig h er  s t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  

them nor any rpading  accommodation f o r  s t a f f  o r  p u p i l s .  The Committee 

d i d  not  f i n d  any o f  these  o l d e r  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  having s ta ck  areas .

As a r e s u l t ,  c u r re n t  and n o n -c u r re n t  books j o s t l e d  each o t h e r  f o r  

space in  the v ery  cramped a l l - p u r p o s e  l i b r a r y  books .  W e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  

c o l l e g e s  v e r e  proud o f  r i c h  and rare  c o l l e c t i o n s  but ' c o u l d  n o t  b o a s t  

o f  any r e a l  use made o f  them because  o f  the absence o f  reader  a cco 

m odat ion ,  good o r  bad and because  rare book c o u ld  not  be l e n t  o u t . '

The Committee was s t r o n g ly  o f  o p in io n  th a t  space d i f f i c u l t y  in  

c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  d i c t a t e d  a determined f r o n t a l  a t ta c k .  The c o l l e g e  

l i b r a r y ,  more so th a t  o f  a degree  c o l l e g e  would have to  grow r a p i d l y .  

I t s  h a b i t a t i o n  would demand expans ion  at more f r equ en t  i n t e r v a l s  than 

be g e n e r a l l y  supposed.  The Committee t h e r e f o r e  suggested  c e r t a i n

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  based on enrolment and o th e r  r e le v a n t  f a c t o r s ,  which
319might be adopted f o r  both  Govt ,  and non -G ovt .  c o l l e g e s .

The book  grant o f  c o l l e g e s  was very  inadequate  in  the o p i n io n  o f  

the Committee, The Committee suggested  a per c a p i t a  b a s i s  to  be adopted 

f o r  both  Govt ,  and non -G ovt .  c o l l e g e s .  For economy o f  c o s t ,  however
Q OA

the Committee recommended s l i g h t l y  lower  grant as shown below than 

what per c a p i t a  b a s i s  worked u p t o : -

Rs. 1 5 , 0 0 0 / -  f o r  the major  c o l l e g e s .

Rs. 8 , 0 0 0 / -  f o r  c o l l e g e s  in  the middle range.

Rs. 5 , 0 0 0 / -  f o r  sm a l ler  c o l l e g e s .

Rs. 2 8 , 0 0 0 / -  r  3 = Rs . 9 , 3 3 3 / -  tfr say Rs. 9 ,0 0 0 / -w a s  the  average ,

319.  I b i d .

320, I b i d . . p . 13.
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adopted in  o r d e r  to  work out  f i n a n c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  The Committee 

a l so  recommended th a t  a c o l l e g e  with p o p u la t ion  below 600 should not  

have r e c e i v e d  l e s s  than Rs. 5 , 0 0 0 / - a s  bookgrant  fo r  the  simple  reason 

t h a t  sm a l le r  p o p u la t io n  would not  mean reduced s u b j e c t  demand fo r  

b o o k s . 321
322The Report  l i s t e d  n e c e s s a r y  fu r n i t u r e  and equipment with b r i e f  

^ s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  and approximate c o s t .  The Committee recommended that

the l i s t  be c i r c u l a t e d  among p r i n c i p a l s  o f  c o l l e g e s  w ith  n e ce ssa ry  

adv ice  t h a t  when a cq u ir in g  fu r n i t u r e  and equipment f o r  t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s  

the a u t h o r i t i e s  might t r e a t  t h i s  l i s t  as a guide l i n e .  The Committee 

a l s o  recommended th a t  f o r  procurement o f  standard fu r n i t u r e  in  exchange 

f o r  o u td a ted  pieces or  f o r  f i l l i n g  gaps the c o l l e g e s  might be he lped  

w ith  amounts e q u iv a le n t  to  the recommended book grant ( i . e .  Rs. 1 5 ,0 0 0 / 

Rs. 8 , 0 0 0 / -  o r  Rs. 5 , 0 0 0 / - ) .  For working out f i n a n c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  

i the Committee adopted Rs. 9 , 0 0 0 / -  as the average.  They a lso  recommenced

th a t  P r i n c i p a l s  o f  Government C o l le g e s  be author ised  to  o f f e r ,  i f  

n e c e s s a r y ,  o u t - d a t e d  p ie c e s  o f  f u r n i t u r e  in  exchange f o r  new ones .

A l i s t  o f  books  which the l i b r a r i a n  and h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  cou ld  need 

f o r  use as t o o l s  should be always made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  day t o  day u se .  

R e ference  books  the Committee observed  were not  always a v a i la b le  5n 

the  market nor  a v a i l a b l e  in  bu lk  at any g iven  t ime. Tt would t h e r e f o r e ,  

n o t  be a d v is a b le  to  g iv e  money f o r  the t i t l e s  to  in d i v i d u a l  c o l l e g e s

and le a v e  i t  t o  t h e i r  o p t io n  to  procure  some and omit some o t h e r s .  The
323Committee 's  recommendations on t h i s  s u b j e c t '  was th a t  Govt.  Should

321 .  I b i d . . p . 14.

322.  I b i d .

323.  I b i d .
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spon sor  the import o f  the t i t l e s  and d i s t r i b u t e  them to c o l l e g e s .

A l l  c o l l e g e s  -would need the books i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  s i z e  and 

hence the same p r o v i s i o n  would be made f o r  a l l .

The Committee recommended tvo  schemes f o r  the e x c l u s i v e  d e v e lo p 

ment o f  l i b r a r i e s  one f o r  Government and the o th er  f o r  non -G ovt .
324C o l l e g e s  in  the Fourth Five Year Plan. As regards  the development 

o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  the Committee r e c a p i t u  i lated the o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  

the Commission on N a t io n a l  Education  o f  1959, vh ich  had j u s t  one 

sentence  about p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  to  r e c o r d  in to  r e p o r t .  The Commission 

s a i d ,  "That l o c a l  b o d ie s  be r e q u ire d  t o  maintain from t h e i r  ovn funds,  

and in  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w ith  s o c i a l  and w e l f a r e  a g e n c ie s ,  a c t i v e  l i b r a 

r i e s  and read ing  rooms f o r  the b e n e f i t  o f  the p u b l i c ;  and th a t  adequ

ate p r o v i s i o n s  be made f o r  the t r a i n i n g  and proper  c o n d i t i o n s  o f
325

s e r v i c e  o f  l i b r a r i a n s  f o r  such c e n t r e s " .

Accord ing  to  the Commission " to  m ain ta in "  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  vas

the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  l o c a l  b o d ie s  in  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  v i t h  s o c i a l  and

v e l f a r e  ag e n c ie s  (not  named), but i t  vas  not  v ery  c l e a r  to  v h lch  agency

t h a t  part  o f  the Commission 's  recommendation -which r e l a t e d  to  the

t r a i n i n g  o f  l i b r a r i a n s  and proper  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  vas

addressed .  No a c t i o n  cou ld  spr ing  from such a recommendation.

I t  i s  on the pa tte rn  o f  B r i t i s h  l e g i s l a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  th a t  the

Bengal L o c a l  Self -Government Act charged l o c a l  b o d ie s  v i t h  mainta in ing
326

l i b r a r i e s  as one out  o f  a f u l l  l i s t  o f  d u t i ° s .  But in  the L ib ra ry  

map o f  the then p r o v in c e ,  o n l y  three  l i b r a r i e s ,  maintained by muni

c i p a l i t i e s ,  v e r e  v i s i b l e .  They were ( I )  the Narayanganj M un ic ipa l

324 .  I b i d .

325.  P ak is ta n .  Report  o f  Commission on N a t io n al E d u c a t i o n . . . P .220.

326 .  Lem esur ier .  H. Bengal L o c a l  S e l f - G o v t .  Handbook, 4th ed .
C a l c u t t a :  Thacker ,  Spink, 1908, p .  120.
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P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  ( i i )  the C hittagong  M u n ic ip a l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  and

( i i i )  the Habiganj M u n ic ip a l  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y .  The N orthbrook  H a l l  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  which had a l o n g  and f l o u r s h i n g  c a r e e r ,  happened 

t o  be the charge  o f  the D a c c a  M u n i c i p a l i t y .
*3 PR

In the same t r a d i t i o n ,  the B as ic  Democracy Order,  1959 inc luded  

" p r o v i s i o n  and maintenance o f  l i b r a r i e s  and reading  rooms” in  the 

l i s t  o f  compulsory  fu n c t i o n  o f  then D i s t r i c t  C ou n c i ls  and one o f  the 

f u n c t i o n s  o f  the Union C ounci ls  which were v e s te d  w ith  powers o f  

l e v y in g  t a x .

The B r i t i s h  people  themselves  d id  not  lea ve  the m atter  at t h a t .
329

The B r i t i s h  Parl iament adopted s e v e r a l  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  Acts f o r  England, 

S co t la n d  and W ales .  The Acts a u th or ised  the l o c a l  b o d ie s  to  l e v y  a 

p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  ta x .

The Committee b e l i e v e d  th a t  a l e g i s l a t i o n  was e s s e n t i a l l y  n e ce 

s sa ry  f o r  s a t i s f a c t o r y  growth o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and e m p h a t i ca l ly  

recommended t o  the Government o f  East Pakistan f o r  the enactment o f  

the Act f o r  t h i s  purpose .  The Committee po in ted  o u t ,  however,  that

mere enactment o f  a law would not  produce o v e r n ig h t  l i b r a r i e s  o f  the
330n e c e s s a r y  w idth  and depth .

257

327 .  Syed, M.A. P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in  East P a k is ta n , Dacca:  Green 
Book House, 1967, p. 35.

328.  B a s ic  Democracy Order .  1959. A r t i c l e  3 3 (1 )  Fourth S ch ed u le ,
Part  1.  and A r t i c l e  27 .  Third  Sched u le .  P a r tJ U  See a lso  A f z a l ,  
Muhammad. B a s ic  D em ocrac ies . Lahore :  A l l  Pakistan L e g a l  D e c i s i o n s ,  
1964, p . 83.

329.  E n c y c lo p e d ia  o f  L i b r a r i a n s h i p . London: Bowes and Bowes, 1966, 
p . 258.

330.  Nped f o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  deve lopm ent , Dacca: EPLA, 1966, p. 33.
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The Committee then s ta te d  the p i c tu r e  o f  numeria l  s t ren g th  

o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o v e r  the then p r o v in c e .

( i )  Government l i b r a r i e s  at D acca ,C h ittagong  and Khulna-3 (the 

4 th  was then in  the o f f i n g  at R a js h a h l ) .

(11)  Non-Govt,  (main) l i b r a r i e s  in  r e c e i p t  o f  Govt ,  a id :

At d i s t r i c t  headquarters  

At S u b - D iv i s i o n a l  headquarters  

At Thana headquarters  

( i l l )  Non-Govt,  ( s a t e l l i t e )

l i b r a r i e s  in  r e c e i p t  o f  

G ovt ,  a id  w ith  two s p e c i a l  

l i b r a r i e s  in  town & r u r a l  

areas

T o ta l=

332
T o t a l  exp e n d itu re  from the then P r o v i n c i a l  revenues per annum 

f o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  was as f o l l o w s : -

For 3 Govt ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  Rs. 2 ,2 7 ,  0 0 0 / 

For 102 non-government p u b l i c

l i b r a r i e s  Rs* 2 , 6 1 , 0 0 0 / -

331

15 £ With 60
V

37 H mobile
£

25 H c e n t r e s
$
2 m ost ly  in
a
a S u b -D iv is io n s
i
a and Thsnas.
5
i
5

25 i
5

-1 05

Rs. 4 , 8 8 , 0 0 0 / -

331.  F i l e  m ainta ined  in  the O f f i c e  o f  the O f f i c e r  on S p e c ia l  Duty
f o r  L ib r a r y  Development, Govt, o f  East P ak is tan ,  Education  D ir e c 
t o r a t e ,  Dacca.

33 2 . I b i d . ,  p . 19 .
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From the above f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  i t  i s  observed  th a t  the r e co r d  

o f  p ro g re s s  c o v e r i n g  the yea rs  from 1954-68 ,  a p e r io d  o f  14 y e a r s ,  vas 

n o t  v e r y  e n c o u r a g in g .  I t  v a s ,  hov ever  true  th a t  Govt, i n i t i a t i v e  saved 

many o l d  l i b r a r i e s  from e x t i n c t i o n ,  made improvements in  t h e i r  con 

d i t i o n  p o s s i b l e  and encouraged some nev g ro v th .  But s t i l l ,  the then 

Prov ince  d id  not  f i n d  a network o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  hovever  s len d er  

o r  veak t h a t  n e t v o r k  might b e .  I t  vas  a q u e s t io n  o f  s t r en g th en in g  the 

u n i t s  at a l l  l e v e l s  and extend ing  the net  t o  co v e r  a l l  a reas .

The Committee s t r o n g l y  recommended th a t  d i s t r i c t  headquarters  

shou ld  each be served  by a Government p u b l i c  l i b r a r y .  T h is  d id  not  

apply to  headqu arters  o f  d i s t r i c t s  v h ich  had government l i b r a r i e s  

a l rea d y  f u n c t i o n i n g .  The Government d i s t r i c t  l i b r a r i e s  recommended 

by the Committee v o u ld  c r e a t e  an in  f r a - s t r u c t u r e  f o r  the grovth  o f  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s .  They v o u ld  s e t  the pattern  o f  modern p u b l i c  l i b r a 

r i e s  and might render a s s i s t a n c e ,  t e c h n i c a l  and s u p e r v i s o r y ,  to  such 

g r o v th .  The Committee found th a t  i t  vas e a s i e r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  to  

o r g a n is e  an o r i e n t a t i o n  o r  t r a in i n g  course  f o r  l o c a l  l i b r a r y  workers 

n e a re r  home i f  a l a b o r a t o r y  in  the shape o f  a w e l l - e q u ip p e d  l i b r a r y  

vas  a v a i l a b l e  c l o s e  at  hand in  each d i s t r i c t  headqu arters  r a th e r  than 

avay in  D i v i s i o n a l  or  P r o v i n c i a l  t o v n s .  The aided u n i t s  might con t inu e  

as non—g o v t ,  l i b r a r i e s  but t h e i r  s i t e s ,  b u i ld i n g s  and t r a d i t i o n s  ren

dered  m o d e rn is a t io n  d i f f i c u l t .  Expansion in  many cases  vas  im p o s s ib l e .  

Nev Govt,  u n i t s  v e r e  t h e r e f o r e  a n e c e s s i t y .^33 ^he Committee observed  

th a t  the c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i b r a r i e s  at S u b -D iv l s i o n a l  Headquarters vas

333 .  Report  o f  the East Pakistan L ib r a r y  Development Committee, 
p . 9 .
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even worse than the d i s t r i c t  l i b r a r i e s .  Furthermore, the m a jo r i t y  

o f  the s u b - d i v i s i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  was o f  a c l u b - c u n - l i b r a r y  type and 

g e n e r a l l y  the c lu b  tended to  swamp l i b r a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .  Pressure f o r  

e l i m i n a t in g  n o i s y  in d oor  games l i k e  ping pong and carrom from the 

one-room a l l  purpose accommodation c o u ld  have had o n ly  l i m i t e d  s u cc 

e s s .  Card p la y in g  i n s id e  the l i b r a r y  by the h igh-ups  o f  the s t a t i o n  

o f t e n  i n h i b i t e d  o r d in a r y  readers  from us ing  the l i b r a r y  and robbed 

them o f  a sense o f  b e l o n g i n g ,  and the h igh -ups  d id  not  always favour 

admixture o f  peop le  o t h e r  than c l o s e  f r i e n d s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n . 334

The Committee was s t r o n g ly  o f  the o p in io n  th a t  one Government 

l i b r a r y  be s e t - u p  in  each s u b - d i v i s i o n a l  headqu arters  prov ided  i t  

had not  one a lready  as a d i s t r i c t  o r  d i v i s i o n a l  c e n t r e .  The Committee 

a l so  recommended that  Govt,  should pay f o r  the c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g ,  

f u r n i t u r e  and equipment and the c o s t  o f  an i n i t i a l  s t o c k  o f  books 

f o r  one l i b r a r y  at each s u b - d i v i s i o n a l  headquarter  and bear  50^ o f  

i t s  maintenance c o s t .  For the o th e r  50# the l o c a l  b o d ie s  should be 

made r e s p o n s i b l e .  P r o v i n c i a l l s a t i o n  should be the u l t im a te  g o a l . 335

The then Prov ince  had r u r a l  thanas ,  but l i b r a r i e s 336in  o n ly  25 

o f  them f i g u r e d  on the Education  D i r e c t o r a t e ' s  l i s t  o f  aided l i b r a r i e s .  

This  was a poor r e c o r d  in the 22nd year  o f  the P a r t i t i o n  t r y i n g  to 

usher  in  a dem ocra t ic  s o c i e t y  which needed b ed rock  o f  informed and 

i n t e l l i g e n t  c i t i z e n r y .  Growth out  o f  l o c a l  e f f o r t s  seemed to  be at

334.  I b i d . T p . 8.

335 .  I b i d . . p . 15.

336.  The Govt ,  o f  the P e o p l e ' s  He p u b l i c  o f  Bangladesh have turned up 
ongoingscheme f o r  e s ta b l i sh m en t  o f  Thana P ub l ic  L ib ra ry -cu m -  
Auditor ium.
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a s t a n d s t i l l .  There was no budget  p r o v i s i o n  a v a i la b le  f o r  g iv in g  

c a p i t a l  grant f o r  the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  t h e i r  expan

s i o n ,  improvement e t c .  Government grant per annum to thana l i b r a r i e s ,
337

which was around Rs. 1 , 2 0 0 / - "  Per u n i t ,  was h o p e l e s s l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t  

f o r  anything but bare e x i s t e n c e .  Records o f  these  l i b r a r i e s  show that

they are s t i l l  in  an embryonic  shape.

The Committee a p p re c ia te d  the Education  D i r e c t o r a t e ’ s development

scheme f o r  b r in g in g  in t o  be ing  100 l i b r a r y  u n i t s  in  100 s e l e c t e d  thanas
' . 338

o f  the then p ro v in ce  at an est im ated  c o s t  o f  Rs. 3 0 , 4 0 , 0 0 0 / - .  The

thana l i b r a r y  development p r o j e c t  has been s ta te d  l a t e r  in  chapter  V.

I t  was, undoubted ly  an a c c r e d i t e d  scheme or  e f f o r t  on the part 

o f  the then government, which at long l a s t  was extended by the present  

g o v t ,  o f  Bangladesh.
339

The Committee recommended the t a r g e t s  o f  the development 

programme f o r  the Fourth Plan per iod  as summarised b e l o w : -

1. Chittagong  & Ehulna P ub l ic  L ib r a r y (G o v t . )  Rs . 2 5 , 0 0 , 0 0 0 / 

2 .  D i s t r i c t  L ib r a r i e s  (G o v t . )  Rs. 3 8 , 8 3 , 0 0 0 / 

3 .  S u b - D i v i s i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s  Rs. 1 9 , 8 0 , 0 0 0 / 

4 .  Thana L i b r a r i e s  Rs. 5 0 , 0 0 , 0 0 0 / 

5 .  Plus p r o v i s i o n  f o r  c a p i t a l  grant
o f  Rs.  2 , 0 0 , 0 0 0 / -  per annum f o r  5 years  Rs. 1 0 , 0 0 , 0 0 0 / 

6 .  Plus enhancement o f  the p r o v i s i o n  fo r
a i d - g i v i n g  by Rs. l , 0 0 , 0 0 0 / - p e r  annum
f o r  5 y e a r s .  Rs. 5 , 0 0 , 0 0 0 / 

7 .  Plus the c o s t  o f  the L ib ra ry  D i r e c t o r a t e
as c a l c u l a t e d  by the D . P . I .  in h i s  p ro p o sa l
sen t  t o  Govt .  Rs. 2 , 7 5 , 0 0 0 / -

T o t a l : R s . 1 , 5 1 , 2 8 , 0 0 0 / -

337.  R eport  o f  the East Pakistan L ib ra ry  Development Committee. . .  p. TP.
338 .  I b i d . The p r o j e c t  was in c lu d ed  in  the Second Five Year Plan.But 

the Shamsuzzaman Committee o f  the present  K a r t i a l  Law Govt .dropped 
i t  from ADP o f  1982-83.

339 .  I b i d  p . 25.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



262

T arget  f o r  the next  Plan per iod  should be f i x e d  a f t e r  taking

s t o c k  o f  a c t u a l  and probab le  achievements during  the Fourth Plan.

The Committee s tu d ie d  the s t r u c t u r e  o f  L ib ra ry  s p r v i c e  in the then

East Pakistan and submitted su g g e s t io n s  f o r  improvement. The f o l l o w in g
340

■were the s u g g e s t io n s  on the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  p°r  sonnet in  d i f f e r e n t  

kinds o f  l i b r a r i e s .

A C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  L ib ra ry  personnpl :

1. L ib r a r y  A s s i s ta n t  Gr. IT S .S .C .+  C.L.  ( C e r t i f i c a t e  in  L ib ra H  anshl p
(H .S .C + L ib .S x p r . )  R s . 1 5 0 -3 0 0 / 

2 .  L ib r a r y  A s s is ta n t  G r . I  H .S.C. + C.L . R s . 2 5 0 -5 5 0 / 
L ib r a r ia n  C lass  I I I

3 .  L ib r a r ia n  C lass  I T . B.A. + Dip.  L ib .  R s . 3 7 5 -7 5 0 / 

4 .  L ib r a r ia n  C lass  I

G r . I I . B .B .A .+  Dip. + Expr.  R s . 4 5 0 -5 0 -7 5 0 -7 5 -
Or K . A . ( L i b . S c . )  1 0 5 0 / -

G r . I  M.A. ( L i b . S c . )+5 y r s .E x p r .  Rs. 7 5 0 -7 5 -1 5 0 0 / -

S p l . G r . M .A . (L ib .  S c . )  + 10 y r s .E x p r .  Rs. 1100 -2000 / 

I t  a lso  recommended fo r  Promotion to  next  a v a i l a b l e  c l a s s / g r a d e  

f o r  those  who improved t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .

B. P o s i t i o n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  L ib ra ry  pprsonnel  in  v a r io u s  grades 

o f  L i b r a r i e s :

1. A l l  major l i b r a r i e s  such as the then U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r i e s ,  

E . P . C . P . L . ,  be headed by L ib r a r ia n s  Class I  S p l .  C-r. (Rs. 

1 1 0 0 - 2 0 0 0 / - ) .

2 .  I n s t i t u t e  L i b r a r i e s  such as those  in  U n i v e r s i t i e s  in c lu d in g  

I n s t i t u t e  o f  Post-Graduate M edic ine  and major r e se a rch  o r g a 

n i s a t i o n  l i b r a r i e s  such as those  in  A .E .C . ,  C .S .T .R .  e t c . ,

340 .  I b i d . The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  scheme o f  l i b r a r y  personnel  -was a n o v e l
I d e a .  I t ,  i f  implemented would r a i s e  the s ta tus  o f  l i b r a r y  personnel  
o f  a l l  g rad es .
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B en g a l i  Academy, C e n tra l  Board f o r  Development o f  B e n g a l i ,  NT PA,

PARD and Zon a l  P ub l ic  L i b r a r i e s  at C h i t ta g on g ,  Khulna, R a jsh a h i ,  be 

headed ,  by L ib r a r ia n s  C lass  I ,  Gr. T (Rs .750-1500/** ) .

3 .  Degree C o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s ,  Cadet C o l le g e  l i b r a r i e s ,  Pakistan

C o u n c i l  L i b r a r i e s ,  and D i s t .  P ub l ic  L ib r a r i e s  ( t o  bp e s t a b l i s h e d  by 

M u n i c i p a l i t i e s )  and l i b r a r i e s  in  autonomous bod ies  such E .P .S .  T .C . ,

S . P . V J . A .  P.D.A. , 5 . P . I . D . C . ,  ■ e t c .  be headed by l i b r a r i a n s  Class  T ,  

Gr. I I  ( 4 5 0 - 1 0 5 0 / - ) .  ,

4 .  A l l  departments such as A c q u i s i t i o n ,  C ata lo g u in g ,  R e fe r e n c e ,  

C i r c u l a t i o n ,  in  l i b r a r i e s  be headed by L ib ra r ia n s  Class  I I  (Rs. 375-750)

5.  L i b r a r i e s  in  In term e d ia te  C o l l e g e s ,  P o l y t e c h n i c s ,  T e x t i l e  and 

Ceramics I n s t i t u t e s ,  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Leather T ech n o log y ,  and s im i la r  o ther  

I n s t i t u t e s  o f f e r i n g  t r a in in g  upto Diploma l e v e l ,  Govt,  d e p ts .  l i b r a r i e s  

and S u b - d i v i s i o n a l  P ub l ic  L ib r a r i e s  be headed by L ib r a r ia n s  Class  I I  

(Rs.  3 7 5 - 7 5 0 / - ) .

6. High S c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s ,  T e c h n i c a l  and Commercial I n s t i t u t e  

L i b r a r i e s  and s im i la r  l i b r a r i e s  be headed by l i b r a r i a n s  c l a s s  ITT 

(Rs.  2 5 0 - 5 5 0 / - ) .

C. P ub l ic  L ib ra ry  System: The Committee recommended the es ta b l ishm ent  

o f  a D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  L i b r a r i e s ,  to  bec'4 l headed by a p r o p e r ly  q u a l i f i e d  

s e n i o r  P ub l ic  L ib r a r ia n ,  as vas done in the the then V es t  Pakistan f o r  

c o n t r o l  o f  the then Govt,  P ub l ic  L i b r a r i e s  and a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  Muni

c i p a l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r i e s  at D i s t r i c t  and s u b - d i v i s i o n a l  headquarters .The 

Committee recommended the f o l l o w i n g  Cadre f o r  East Pakistan L ib ra ry  

s e r v i c e :

341.  I b i d .
Here we f i n d  a c l e a r  mark o f  d i s p a r i t y  even in the f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  
deve lopm ent .  The D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  L i b r a r i e s  in East Pakistan was never  
s e t  up u n t i l  19^1. F o r tu n a te ly  in  1982 a b ig p er  and l a r g e r  o r g a n i 
s a t i o n  i . e . ,  Department o f  Publ ic  L ibrary  has been s e t  up.
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(a )  G lass  IT Rs. 3 7 5 - 7 5 0 / -

(b )  C lass  I flfr. TT Rs. 4 5 0 - 1 0 5 0 / -

S p l .G r .  Rs. 1 1 0 0 -20 0 0 / -

D. A r c h iv e s : For the development o f  ar ch ives  in  the then East
. 342 _

Pakistan  the c o m m S r e c o m m e n d e d  enactment o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  an
343Arch ives  Author ity"  o f  East Pakistan (a  s t a t u t o r y  b o d y ) .  I t  a lso

?44recommended the f o l l o w i n g  s t a f f  and s a la r y  structure""  f o r  the Archives  

O f f i c e  o f  then East Pak istan .
\

(a )  P r i n c i p a l  A r c h i v i s t  Rs. 11 00 -2 00 0 / -

(b )  Dy. P r i n c i p a l  A r c h i v i s t  Rs. 7 5 0 -1 5 0 0 / -

( c )  A r c h i v i s t  Rs. 4 5 0 -1 0 5 0 / -

(d )  J u n ior  A r c h i v i s t  Rs.  3 7 5 -7 5 0 / -

( e )  A rch ives  A s s t t .  Gr. I  Rs. 2 5 0 -5 5 0 / -

( f )  A rch ives  A s s t t .  Gr. I I  Rs . 15 0 -3 0 0 / 

A l l  th e se  recommendations were s u b j e c t  to  a p r o v i s i o n  that  no

l e g i s l a t i o n  c o u ld  (u n f o r t u n a t e l y )  be passed and no l i b r a r y  tax  r e a l i s e d .

Enactment and r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  tax would m a t e r i a l l y  a l t e r  the s i t u a t i o n

so f a r  as exp e n d itu re  from the then p r o v i n c i a l  revenues v i s - a - v i s  l o c a l

body income vas  c o n ce rn e d .  The Committee fu r th e r  recommended that  pending 
345l e g i s l a t i o n ,  the m unic ipa l  b o d ie s  and b a s i c  c o u n c i l s  might be re q u ire d

342 .  The Arch ive  L e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  which the Committee recommended has 
been framed in  Ordinance form by the Govt,  o f  Bangladesh in  1983,

343 .  The Government o f  Bangladesh made p r o v i s i o n  f o r  the e s ta b l i sh m en t  
o f  permanent o f f i c e  f o r  Arch ives  in  the Second f i v e  year Plan.

344 .  The S t a f f  and o f f i c e r s  o f  the Archive O f f i c e  form a part  o f  the 
s t a f f  o f  the D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Arch ives  and L i b r a r i p s .  This  s ta te  
o f  a f f a i r s  i s  n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y .

345.  U n fo r tu n a te ly  L ib ra ry  L e g i s l a t i o n  has not  yet  been enacted  in 
Bangladesh.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



265

to  spend a c e r t a i n  agreed percentage o f  t h e i r  income on p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s .

I t  was f o r  the f i r s t  time in  the h i s t o r y  o f  the then East Pak istan ,  

now Bangladesh ,  s in ce  P a r t i t i o n  o f  I n d i a  in  1947 th a t  an e x p e r t  Commi

t t e e  com p r is in g  o f  some l i b r a r y  e x p er ts  o f  the country  was c o n s t i t u t e d  

by the then East  Pakistan  Govt,  f o r  e v a lu a t in g  the l i b r a r y  need s ,

s tu d y in g  the l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  in  the prov in ce  and recommending the 

development plans f o r  d i f f e r e n t  types  o f  l i b r a r i e s  along w ith  the s ta n 

dards o f  deve lopm ent .  The o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  the committee were no doubt 

a c cu ra te  and they  portrayed  more or  l e s s  the r e a l  p i c t u r e  o f  the l i b r a r i 

e s .  The recommendations o f  the Committee were comprehensive ,  pragmatic 

and s u i t a b l e  f o r  the s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  the then East P ak istan .

The Committee q u otC  ed the l i n e s  o f  Commission on N a t io n a l  Educa

t i o n  and th e re b y  showed that  the c o n d i t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i 

es was d e p l o r a b l e .  I t  thus recommended some very  Important p o in ts  fo r  

the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  the then East P ak istan .  Each and every  

recommendation was e x p la in e d  w ith  l o g i c a l  arguments. The Committee r e c o 

mmended two schemes f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  both g o v t ,  and 

n o n - g o v t ,  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in  the Fourth F ive -Y ea r  Plan. Another unique 

f e a tu r e  o f  the Committee was th a t  i t  recommended standards f o r  b ook s ,  

f u r n i t u r e ,  number o f  s t a f f  f o r  s c h o o l  and o th e r  types  o f  l i b r a r i e s . B u t  

w ith  the change in  s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  c o n d i t i o n  o f  the c o u n t r y ,  many o f  the 

standards^ recommended are o b s o la t e  and not  a p p l i c a b l e  now. But 

the  s ta n d a rd s ,  recommended opened o r  e n l ig h te n e d  our ideas  about the 

requirem ent  o f  s t a f f ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  books e t c .  o f  d i f f e r e n t  types  o f  l i b 

r a r i e s .  The R eport  d id  not  comment anri d id  not  mention anything r e g a r 

d ing u n i v e r s i t y  and s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s .  Many o f  the l i b r a r y  development 

asp ects  namely l i b r a r y  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  union c a t a l o g u e ,  documentation and 

b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  c o n t r o l  and s e r v i c e s  were missed in  i t .  But in  s p i t e  o f
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a l l  the -weaknesses o f  the R e p o r t ,  i t  i s  to  bp admitted th a t  i t  i s  by 

fa r  the b e s t  and co m p a ra t iv e ly  most comprehensive .  Though the schemes 

v e r e  submitted  to  the Govt, f o r  im plem entat iony -they v e r e  n o t  imple

mented as L ib e r a t i o n  movement s t a r t e d  in  1970. '

The D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  E d u ca t ion ,  Government o f  East Pakistan formed 

an A dvisory  Committee v id e  Memo No. 823-825-P  dated 1 0 .3 .1 97 0  issued  

by the D i r e c t o r  o f  P ub l ic  I n s t r u c t i o n  with M r .Ahmad Husain, OSD (L ib 

r a r y  Development) as Chairman and two o th e r  members.

The o r d e r  c o n ta in ed  "as the Third Plan i s  drawing to  a c l o s e  

we are r e q u i r e d  to  formulate  newly schemes f o r  i n c l u s i o n  under the 

Fourth Plan commencing from J u ly ,  1 9 7 0 " .346 Thus the main purpose 

o f  the Committee was to  gather  newly schemes f o r  i n c l u s i o n  under the 

 ̂ Fourth Plan. The Committee was requested  to  submit t h e i r  recommenda

t i o n s  as e a r l y  as p o s s i b l e  c o v e r i n g  the f o l l o w i n g :  -

(a )  S u g g es t ion  f o r  improvement in  r e s p e c t  o f  s y l l a b u s ,  curr icu lum  

and q u a l i t y  o f  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n ,  (b )  A b r i e f  survey o f  the a ch ie v e 

ments in  t h i s  f i e l d  during the Second and Third Five Year P lans ,  ( c )  

T argets  and development to  bp s e t  up f o r  the Fourth Plan keeping In 

view the f i n a n c i a l  and o th e r  l i m i t a t i o n s . (d) I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  major 

problems r e l a t i n g  to  l i b r a r y  edu ca t ion  and (e )  P rep arat ion  o f  d r a f t  

scheme f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in  the Fourth Plan.

346.  East P ak is ta n ,  Education  D i r e c t o r a t e .  Memo. No. 82 3 -8 25 -P .  Dated 
1 0 - 3 - 7 0 .  ( F i l e d  in  D i r e c t o r a t e ’ s f i l e . )  (For o f f i c i a l  use o n l y ) .

I
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A sum o f  Rs. 5 0 0 / -  was made a v a i la b le  to  the Chairman fo r

meeting expenses  in r e s p e c t  o f  T .A .  and D.A. o f  members from o u t s id e

Dacca and conveyance charges  o f  l o c a l  members and o th e r  i n c i d e n t a l

e x p e n d i t u r e .  But u n fo r tu n a t e ly  the committee d id  not  work,  f o r  reasor  
s t i l l  unknown.

P rop osa l  f o r  l i b r a r y  development, by SPTL '
347The S o c i e t y  f o r  the Promotion and Improvement o f  L ib r a r ie s "

(SPIL) K ara ch i ,  submitted a comprehensive plan f o r  e x e c u t i o n  o f  the

planned P r o j e c t s  under L ib ra ry  S e rv i ce  in P a k is ta n 's  Fourth Five Year 
348

Plan 1970-75 .  The SPIL in  rev iew in g  the D ra ft  o f  the Fourth Five 

Year Plan examined the recommendations which P a k is ta n 's  Planning Commi

s s i o n  proposed in  regard  t o  the L ibrary  S p rv ice  in Pakistan a f t e r  makin 

a survey  through q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  In o rd e r  to c o l l e c t  da ta  f o r  the Report 

the S o c i e t y  conducted  the f o l l o w i n g  s u r v e y s r - ( i )  Survey o f  l i b r a r i e s

( i i )  Survey o f  L ib ra ry  personnel  and ( i i i )  Survey o f  p erson a l  L i b r a r i e s  

The surveys  were conducted  to  assess  the l i b r a r y  needs during the 

Fourth F ive -Y ea r  Plan pe r io d  1970-75.  The f i n d i n g s  o f  the survey  were 

p resented  in  the form o f  a memorandum to  the Chairman, Sducat ion  and 

Manpower Commissioh and Planning Commission, Government o f  Pakistan ’?49 

The g u i d e l i n e s  d e f in e d  l i b r a r i e s  as an i n t e g r a l  part o f  e d u ca t io n  at

a l l  l e v e l s .  The l e v e l s  o f  form al  e d u ca t io n  were d e s c r i b e d  as S c h o o l .
350 *

C o l l e g e  and U n i v e r s i t y .

347 .  The aims and o b j e c t s  o f  SPIL were to  improve the then e x i s t i n g  
l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t o  promote the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a 
r i e s  to  promote c o o p e r a t i o n  among l i b r a r i e s  and to make p r o v is i o n  
f o r  ad u lt  e d u ca t io n  through l i b r a r i e s  in  Pakistan .

348,  P a k is ta n .  Planning Commission. Fourth Five Year Plan (1 9 7 0 -7 5 ) .  
I s lam abad:  Manager o f  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1970, p. 167.

3^9. SPIL 's  P ro p o sa l  f o r . e x e c u t i o n  o f  the planned p r o j e c t  under L ib ra ry  
s e r v i c e s  in  Fourth Five Year Plan: 1970-7*5, Karachi • SPIL, 1970, p. 1.

350 . I b id .
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The S o c i e t y  p e r c e iv e d  that  s c h o o l  was the fou nd a t ion  o f  edu

c a t i o n a l  p lanning  o f  any c o u n t r y .  L ib rary  s e r v i c e s  at s c h o o l  l e v e l  

were o f  utmost importance in  o r d e r  to augment read ing  h a b i t s  among 

young g e n e r a t i o n .

The S o c i e t y  recommended the f o l l o w in g  po in ts  to  improve the 

l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  at the s c h o o l  l e v e l  and t o  b u i ld  up a s t ro n g  edu

c a t i o n a l  system in  P ak is tan :  * ( i ) A l l  the D i r e c t o r a t e s  o f  Education  

in  the co u n try  shou ld  be d i r e c t e d  to  appoint  f u l l t i m e  q u a l i f i e d  l i b 

r a r ia n s  in  the government as w e l l  as in p r iv a te  s c h o o l s . ( i i )  To sup er 

v i s e  l i b r a r y  development anti to  prov ide  P r o f e s s i o n a l  guidance to  the 

s c h o o l s ,  a L ib r a r y  Resource Centre should bp e s t a b l i s h e d  in each D i r e c 

t o r a t e  o f  E du ca t ion ,  ( i i i )  A team o f  Roving l i b r a r i a n s  should  b° pro

v id e d  by the Resource  Centre t o  formulate  and maintain standards f o r  

s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s ,  ( i v )  L ib ra ry  Resource Centres  (LRC) should be deve

lo p e d  as a C e n t r a l  L ib r a r y  o f  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Education w ith  a la rge  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b o o k s ,  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  maps, c h a r t s ,  a u d io v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  

book  m obiles  and such m a te r ia ls  and equipment which e v ery  s c h o o l  cannot 

a f f o r d  to buy.  (v )  The L ib ra ry  Resource Centre should be r e s p o n s ib le  

f o r  preparing  a graded l i s t  o f  book s ,  f o r  v a r io u s  l e v e l s  o f  s c h o o l s .

I t  should  a lso  serve  as c e n t re  o f  c e n t r a l i s e d  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  ca ta lo g u in g  

and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  ( v i )  L ib rary  Resource Centre be ing  the b i r g e s t  

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  in  the D i r e c t o r a t e  and r e s p o n s ib l e  fo r  o v e r a l l  development 

in  the r e g i o n  should be headed by a p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i b r a r i a n  o f  the rank 

o f  a Deputy D i r e c t o r . ( v ± i ) Every s c h o o l  should be asked to  maintain 

a good l i b r a r y  as per standards suggested  and provide  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  

on modern l i n e s  to  the t e a ch e rs  and the taught ,  ( v i i i )  s c h o o l  autho

r i t i e s  should prov ide  s u f f i c i e n t  funds f o r  a c t iv e  growth o f  the
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l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n  as per standards t o  be p r e s c r ib e d  by the L ibrary

Resource  C e n tre .  10# o f  the s c h o o l  budget should be earmarked f o r

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in  the s c h o o l ,  ( i x )  The S ch o o l  l i b r a r i a n  should be

granted f a c u l t y  cadre and s ta tu s  in  a l l  r e s p e c t s ,  (x )  A s u i t a b l e  part

o f  the b u i l d i n g  in  each s c h o o l  should be prov ided  f o r  l i b r a r y  with
■? 351s u f f i c i e n t  s e a t in g  arrangements.

The S o c i e t y  observed  that  l i b r a r i e s  o f  c o l l e g e s  a f f i l i a t e d  to 

the U n i v e r s i t i e s  were not  p r o p e r ly  looked  a f t e r .  Some o f  the important 

recommendations in  t h i s  regard  a ccord in g  to  the S o c i e t y  w e r e : - " ( i )  The 

l i b r a r y  should be t r e a t e d  as an i n t e g r a l  part o f  the C o l l e g e  teach in g  

programme, ( i i )  I t  shou ld  possess  w e l l - s t o c k e d  books w ith  standard 

l e a r n in g  and r e s e a r c h  m a te r ia ls  both f o r  tea ch e rs  and s tu d e n ts ,  ( i i i )

A f u l l - t i m e  q u a l i f i e d  l i b r a r i a n  should be appointed w ith  f a c u l t y  cadre 

and s t a t u s ,  ( i v )  The C o l l e g e  l i b r a r y  should be g iven  due importance 

and s u f f i c i e n t  funds a l l o c a t e d  in  annual bu d gets ,  (v )  Proper p r o f e s s i o n a l  

and c l e r i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  should be provided  to  extend r e f e r e n c e  aid 

r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t i e s  to  the . s tudents  and f a c u l t y  members, ( v i )  Sepa

r a t e  l i b r a r y  b u i ld i n g  w ith  s u f f i c i e n t  accommodation should be made 

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  h e a l th y  and c o n g e n ia l  atmosphere o f  read ing  and r e s e a r c h ,  

( v i i )  L ib r a r y  Resource Centre should a lso  be r e s p o n s i b l e  to  provide  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  g u id a n ce ,  c e n t r a l i z e d  a c q u i s i t i o n s ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  a s s is ta n ce  

in  a u d i o - v i s u a l  m a t e r ia l  and lo a n in g  out  expens ive  equipment and r e q u i r 

ements f o r  t e a c h in g  and r e s e a r c h  purposes ,  ( v i i i )  The Centre should 

a lso  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  fo rm u la t in g  f e a s i b l e  standard o f  l i b r a r y  s e r 

v i c e s  at c o l l e g e  l e v e l .  I t  should a lso  prepare and c i r c u l a t e  standard

269

351 . I b id .
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l i s t s  o f  books in  d i f f e r e n t  s u b je c t s  taught at c o l l e g e  l e v e l ,  ( i x )

The Centre shou ld  a lso  serve  as c l e a r i n g  house o f  knowledge and

exchange c e n t r e  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m a te r ia l  in  c o - o p e r a t i o n  v i t h  the

u n i v e r s i t y ,  p u b l i c  and o th e r  s p e c i a l i z e d  l i b r a r i e s  o f  the r e g io n  and 
352the c o u n t r y " .

The S o c i e t y  observed  th a t  : ( i )  U n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  -were s t i l l  

n e g l e c t e d  and were not  be in g  deve loped  on proper  l i n e s ;  ( i i )  Paucity  

o f  funds was s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  growth and proper r e se a rc h  

f a c i l i t i e s  had not  been d ev e lop ed  as y e t ;  ( i i i )  Students and f a c u l t y  

members fa ce d  c o n s id e r a b le  h a rd sh ip  in  t h e i r  s tu d ie s  and r e se a rc h  and 

the q u a l i t y  o f  r e se a rc h  vas s u f f e r i n g  b a d ly .  As such the S o c i e t y  r e c o 

mmended th a t  the l i b r a r y  s t a f f  should be p l a c e d f at par w ith  the f a c u l t y  

and s i m i l a r  cadre and s ta tu s  be g iven to them and s p e d i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  

and favours  be g iven  to  u n i v e r s i t i e s  in a cq u ir in g  l e a rn in g  m ater ia ls  

from o th e r  c o u n t r i e s  o f  the v o r l d " . ® ^

The Planning Commission r e c o g n iz e d  in  c l e a r  terms the need fo r  

l i b r a r i e s  in  the s e c t o r  o f  in fo rm a l  e d u ca t io n  and s t r e s s e d  s t r o n g l y  

on the development o f  network o f  a Publ ic  L ib ra ry  in the c o u n try .  Tt 

vas  s t a t e d  th a t  " i f  the c o u n t r y ' s  m i l l i o n s  are to be g iven  l a s t i n g  

l i t e r a c y ,  u s e f u l  and i n t e r e s t i n g  read ing  m a te r ia ls  should be made 

a v a i l a b l e  to  them through es ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  a chain  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in
■ 3C.4

sm all  tovns  and v i l l a g e s " .

In view o f  the above statement the SPIL suggested  a N a t io n a l  Plan 

o f  l i b r a r y  development on the f o l l o w in g  s e t  u p : -N a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y ,  

P r o v i n c i a l  L i b r a r i e s ,  D i v i s i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s ,  D i s t r i c t  L i b r a r i e s ,  T e h s l l /  

Thana L i b r a r i e s .

352.  I b i d .

353.  I b i d .

354.  P a k is ta n .  Fourth F ive  Year Plan. (1 9 7 0 -7 5 ) .  Islamabad: Manager o f  
P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  p . 167.
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In  la r g e  c i t i e s  the s t r u c t u r e  c ou ld  be on the f o l l o w i n g  l i n e s  

C e n t r a l  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y ,  Branch L i b r a r i e s ,  Book M obile  S e r v i c e .

To run the N a t io n a l  L ibrary  System in  an o r g a n iz e d  manner the 

S o c i e t y  fo c u s s e d  that  a u t h o r i t i e s  should be deve loped  at a l l  l e v e l s  

w ith  s u f f i c i e n t  powers and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  to  s u p e rv ise  and c o n t r o l  

the o v e r a l l  development in t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  areas .  The f o l l o w in g  

p a t te r n  o f  l i b r a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  was suggested  

L ibrary  a u t h o r i t i e s

The S o c i e t y  recommended f o r  a s e c t i o n  o f  L ib ra ry  A f f a i r s ,  headed 

by an A d d i t i o n a l  S e c r e ta ry  at the c e n t r a l  M in i s t r y  o f  E du ca t ion .  The 

s e c t i o n  should be r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  o v e r a l l  development o f  N a t io n a l  

L i b r a r i e s  and the P ub l ic  L ibra ry  systems o f  the c o u n tr y .

To determine the a c t u a l  needs and requirements  o f  l i b r a r y  f a c i 

l i t i e s ,  and t o  d e v e l o p  a n a t i o n a l  plan o f  a network o f  l i b r a r y  the 

S o c i e t y  recommended t h a t  a N a t io n a l  Commission f o r  L ibrary  Development 

should be c o n s t i t u t e d  w ithout  fu r t h e r  l o s s  o f  t im e.  Government r i g h t l y  

c o n s t i t u t e d  a N a t i o n a l  Commission f o r  Archives  to  preserv e  and to

d e v e l o p  a r c h iv a l  r e c o r d s  in  the c o u n t r y .  S im i l a r l y  the Government
355

shou ld  e s t a b l i s h  a N a t i o n a l  Commission f o r  L i b r a r i e s . "  1

The P r o v i n c i a l  l i b r a r y  a u th o r i ty  would be r e s p o n s i b l e  in  a true  

sense to  implement the C e n tra l  Government Plans and p o l i c i e s  in  t h e i r  

P rov in ces  and s u p e rv i se  the o v e r a l l  development o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .

I t s  s t r u c t u r e  would be accord ing  t o  the S o c i e t y  on these  l i n e s  

Chairman . . .  C h ie f  S ecre ta ry

S e c r e ta r y  . . .  P r o v i n c i a l  L ib r a r ia n

Members . . .  S e c r e ta ry  o f  E du ca t ion ,  S e c r e ta ry

o f  F inance ,  S e c r e ta r y  o f  L o c a l  Bodies  

V .C ' s  o f  the U n i v e r s i t i e s  and 3 

____________________________________________ Nominees o f  SPIL._________________________

355.  S P l L 's  p ro p o s a l  fo r  e x e c u t i o n  o f  the planned por j e c t . . . .  p .5 .
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At p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l s  the S o c i e t y  suggested  t h a t D i r e c t o r  ates 

o f  L i b r a r i p s  should be c r e a te d  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  thp proper  development 

o f  p r o v i n c i a l  l i b r a r i e s .  The D i r e c t o r a t e s  should not  o n ly  d eve lop  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  but  a lso  su p e rv ise  l i b r a r y  development in  v a r iou s  

d i v i s i o n s  o f  the then p r o v i n c e s .356

The P r o v i n c i a l  L ibrary  A uthor ity  In c o o r d i n a t i o n  with  the D i r e c 

t o r a t e s  o f  L i b r a r i e s  should  be r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  d e v e lo p in g  l i b r a r y  

a u t h o r i t i e s  at v a r io u s  l e v e l s  o f  the p r o v in c e .  The S o c i e t y  suggested  

th a t  a d i r e c t i v e  would be i ssued  to  a l l  the D i v i s i o n s ,  D i s t r i c t s ,  

T a h s i l s /T h a n a s  to  c r e a t e  L ib ra ry  A u t h o r i t i e s  at t h e i r  l e v e l  in a c c o r 

dance w ith  the c l e a r  p o l i c y  o f  the Government in regard  to  l i b r a r y  

deve lopm ent .  These would be headed by the Commissioner at D i v i s i o n ,

Dy. Commissioner at D i s t r i c t  and A s s i s ta n t  Commissioner at T e h s i l /

Thana l e v e l .  The members o f  the Committee would be appointed  at each 

l e v e l  by the head o f  the a u t h o r i t y .  There would be at l e a s t  three  

members o f  SPIL f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  advice  and guidance at each l e v e l .

In  b ig  c i t i e s  Chairman, M un ic ip a l  C orporat ion /Com m ittee  would be asked 

t o  c o n s t i t u t e  L ib ra ry  B o a rd s /  Committees to  d e v e lo p  sy s tem a t ic  l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e s  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  areas .

A team o f  Roving L i b r a r i a n s  cou ld  a lso  be provided  at d i v i s i o n a l  

l e v e l  f o r  s u p e r v i s in g  the working o f  the l i b r a r i e s  at lower l e v e l s
oc:'7

and s t a n d a r d iz a t i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s v The S o c i e t y  a lso  recommen

ded th a t  l i b r a r i e s  cou ld  be used as Adult  L i t e r a c y  C e n t r e s . ?58

356.  I b i d .

357.  I b i d . . p . 6.

358 .  R ose ,  E r n e s t in e .  The Publ ic  L ib ra ry  in American L i f e . New York:  
Columbia U n iv e r s i t y  P ress ,  1954, pp. 118-126.  See a lso  Johnsoh, 
A lv i n .  The P u b l ic  L ib ra ry -A  p e o p l e ' s u n i v e r s i t y , New York:  American 
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  Adult  E d u ca t ion ,  1938, pp. 1 -7 .
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L ib r a r y  f i n a n c e
The S o c i e t y  suggested  th a t  the L ib ra ry  a u t h o r i t i e s  suggested  at 

v a r io u s  l e v e l s  v o u ld  take c a re  o f  the f i n a n c i a l  matters  o f  l i b r a r y  deve 

lopment.  They v o u ld  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  prepar ing  l i b r a r y  budgets  o f  t h e i r  

own and g e t  funds from the p u b l i c  excheq uer .  In a d d i t i o n  these  a u t h o r i t i e s  

shou ld  m o b i l i z e  p u b l i c  o p i n io n  in  favour o f  l i b r a r i e s  and r a i s e  funds from 

p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s  and p u b l i c  in  g e n e r a l .  There would a lso  be a p o s s i b i l i t y

o f  f i x i n g  a c e r t a i n  percentage  in  the revenue r e a l i z e d  through t a x a t i o n
359

by the government f o r  development o f  l i b r a r i e s .

The S o c i e t y  ob serv ed  th a t  there  v e re  v a r io u s  departments in  the govern

ment, semi-government and autonomDus b o d ie s  where l i b r a r i e s  were e s t a b l i 

shed b u t  these  were n o t  b e in g  d eve lop ed  p r o p e r ly .  The s t a f f  was u n q u a l i 

f i e d ,  r e g u l a r  funds were n o t  p r o v id e d ,  c o l l e c t i o n  was imbalanced and the 

s u p e r i o r s  o f  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  v e r e  l e s s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  i t s  development.  The 

S o c i e t y  recommended t h a t  these  l i b r a r i e s  should be t r e a t e d  l i k e  any o th e r  

s e c t i o n  o f  the o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and be equipped w ith  q u a l i f i e d  s t a f f ,  mate

r i a l  and equipment.
To g e t  advantage o f  the money, m a t e r i a l ,  and manpower engaged in  l i b 

r a r y  s e r v i c e s  the S o c i e t y  recommended that  in  every  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  l i b r a r y  

committees  shou ld  be c o n s t i t u t e d ,  which might serve  as the l i b r a r y  autho

r i t y  in  the o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The Head o f  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  would be the Chair 

man, o th e r  heads o f  the s e c t i o n s  as member and the L ib r a r ia n  as S e c r e ta ry  

o f  the L ib ra ry  Committee. The Committee v ou ld  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  proper 

development o f  the l i b r a r y .  I t s  duty would be to  manage re g u la r  funds ,  

d e v e l o p  b a lan ced  c o l l e c t i o n ,  appoint  q u a l i f i e d  s t a f f  and prov ide  n e c e s s a r y  

m a t e r i a l s  and equipment f o r  running the l i b r a r y  as per standard o f  the

273

o r g a n i z a t i o n .^ ^ *

3 5 9 .  SPILL p r o p o s a l . . . p .  14.

360. Ib id .
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The S o c i e t y  po in ted  out  the p a u c i ty  o f  t ra in e d  l i b r a r i a n s  in 

the c o u n t r y .  In t h i s  regard  f o l l o w i n g  s u g g e s t io n s  were made: " ( I )

The L ib ra ry  S c ie n ce  Departments o f  the U n i v e r s i t i e s  should bp pyt^n- 

ded p r o p e r ly  and more f u l l - t i m e  tea ch e rs  be added, ( i i )  Proper 

m a t e r ia l s  and equipment should be prov ided  to f a c i l i t a t e  t e a ch in g  on 

modern l i n e s ,  ( i i i )  Student enrolment should be in c r e a s e d  and pre

fe r e n c e  should be g iven  to  s c i e n c e  g r a d u a te s . ( i v )  Curriculum should 

be s ta n d a rd iz e d  w ith  mutual c o n s u l t a t i o n  o f  L ib rary  S c ie n c e  Depart

ments o f  o th e r  U n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  Pak is tan .  S tre ss  should be l a i d  on 

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  in d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  by l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  departments.

( v )  Ph.D. programme should be extended  and su p e rv ise d  c a r e f u l l y  to 

b r in g  q u a l i t y  o f  h i g h e s t  r a t e ,  ( v i )  R e fresh er  c o u rse s  should be

condu cted  f o r  q u a l i f i e d  l i b r a r i a n s  to  o r i e n t  them with  new d e v e l o p -
361

ments in  the f i e l d .

The S o c i e t y  observed  that  there  were c e r t a i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a sso 

c i a t i o n s / i n s t i t u t i o n s  which conducted  shor t  c o u rse s  f o r  undergraduates .  

These a s s o c i a t i o n s / i n s t i t u t i o n s  d id  not  have r e c o g n iz e d  or  approved 

c o u r s e s  from any L ibrary  S c ien ce  Department or  Pakistan L ibrary  Asso

c i a t i o n .  I t  suggested  that  a l l  the a s s o c i a t i o n s / i n s t i t u t i o n s  would be 

asked to  g e t  t h e i r  c o u r s e s  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  the L ib ra ry  S c ience  Depart

ments o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  in  t h e i r  r e g i o n .  C e r t i f i c a t e  c o u rse s  should 

be s t a n d a r d i z e d .3®2

As l a s t i n g  re a d in g  h a b i t s  among the s tu d e n ts ,  at primary and 

secondary  l e v e l  was o f  utmost Importance ,  so i t  recommended that  the

Library Education

361. I b i d .  , p . 7.

362 .  I b i d .
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t e a c h e r s  t r a in e d  at T e a c h e r s '  T ra in in g  I n s t i t u t i o n s  would he taught

the o r g a n i z a t i o n  and o p e r a t i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  techn iques  and methods.

I t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  suggested  th a t  a compulsory  condensed course  on

L ib r a r y  S c ie n c e  be in tro d u ce d  in  T each ers '  T ra in in g  I n s t i t u t i o n s

t o  make a l l  t e a ch e rs  f a m i l i a r  w ith  the proper use o f  l i b r a r y  mate-
363r i a l s  and s e r v i c e s .

The S o c i e t y  n o t i c e d  th a t  most o f  the tea ch e rs  and students  did 

n o t  know the t e ch n iq u e s  and methods o f  l o c a t i n g  m a t e r i a l  and i n f o r 

mation in  the l i b r a r i e s  f o r  t h e i r  s tu d ie s  and r e s e a r c h .  They wasted 

t h e i r  time u n n e c e s s a r i l y  due to  the f a c t  that  they were not  taught 

o r  e x p la in e d  at any s tage  o f  t h e i r  formal e d u ca t i o n  how a l i b r a r y  

would be used .  I t  t h e r e f o r e ,  proposed t h a t : -

” ( i )  A condensed cou rse  in  L ib ra ry  S c ience  should  be in troduced  

at  undergraduate l e v e l  as o p t i o n a l  s u b j e c t .  Those s tudents  who intend 

to  go f o r  h igher  e d u c a t i o n  or  who wish to adopt l i b r a r i a n s h i p  as a 

c a r e e r  may get  f a m i l i a r  w ith  l i b r a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and o p e r a t io n s  which 

w i l l  be h e l p f u l  in  t h e i r  fu ture  study programme and p r o f e s s i o n a l  

c a r e e r .  ( i i ) S i m i l a r l y  at graduate l e v e l  l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  should be 

in t r o d u c e d  as a s u b s i d ia r y  s u b j e c t . . .  In the long  run t h i s  knowledge

o f  l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  w i l l  enable  these s tudents  to  conduct  r e se a rch
364c o n v e n i e n t l y  and d i l i g e n t l y " .

The S o c i e t y  o b s e r v in g  the poor s ta tu s  o f  the l i b r a r i a n s  o f  l i b 

r a r i e s  o f  a l l  types  o f  s choo ls^^recom nendf id  f o r  the improvpmpnt o f  

t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  by e q u a l i s i n g  them with teach ers  by s u g g e s t in g  the

f o l l o w i n g  formula in  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  and
„  < 366 e x p e r i e n c e .

363 .  I b i d . . p . 8.

364 .  I b i d .

365 .  I b i d . ,  p. 10.

366 .  I b i d . ,  p . 11.
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Teachers Librarians

M a tr i c  and c e r t i f i c a t e  in  Education K a t r i c  and c e r t i f i c a t e

I n t e r  and c e r t i f i c a t e  in  Education

in L ibrary  S c ience  

I n t e r  and c e r t i f i c a t e

in L ibrary  S c ience  

B .A .  , B .Ed. and c e r t i f i c a t e  in  Education  B . A . ,  D .L .S c .

M.Ed M .A .L .S c .
Ph.D. in  Ed Ph.D.In L. Sc

The main id e a  behind t h i s  comparison vas that  l i b r a r i a n s  should be 

t r e a t e d  as tea ch e rs  or  f a c u l t y  members and t h e i r  cadre and s a l a r i e s  

shou ld  be prov id ed  l i k e  t e a ch e rs  and a l l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  promotion and 

e t c .  shou ld  be g iv en  to  them. Tt fu r th e r  recommended th a t  as on the 

b a s i s  o f  in c r e a s in g  r a te  o f  enrolment  o f  s tudents  in  a s c h o o l ,  more 

t e a c h e r s  v e r e  appointed  in  d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t  a re a s ,  s i m i l a r l y  the 

l i b r a r y  and the l i b r a r y  s t a f f  should  be in c r e a s e d  to  keep pace w ith  

the in c r e a s e d  needs and requirements  o f  the t e a c h e r s  and the ta u g h t .

The S o c i e t y  a lso  demanded that  w ith  tfce in c r e a s e  o f  s tu d e n ts ,  

books and the number o f  personn e l  in the c o l l e g e ^ t h e  number o f  l i b r a r y  

s t a f f s  should commensurably be in c r e a s e d .  L ib r a r i e s  should be t re a te d  

as t e a c h in g  departments and l i b r a r i a n s  as t ea ch ers  on the b a s i s  o f  

t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .

U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r i e s

In U n i v e r s i t i e s  the S o c i e t y  observed  that  although the s i t u a t i o n  

was a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than c o l l e g e s  and o th e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s , y e t  the> 

l i b r a r y  s t a f f  was n o t  p laced  at par with the f a c u l t y  members. I t

367. Ib id .
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a n a ly s in g  the comparative  fu n c t i o n s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s  and teach ers  i t
, , 368 

remarked th a t  l i b r a r i a n s  are ' t e a c h p r  o f  t e a c h e r s .  In view o f  the

jo b  and s e r v i c e s  performed by the l i b r a r i a n ,  the S o c i e t y  suggested  

th a t  the l i b r a r i a n  at U n iv e r s i t y  l e v e l  should be t r e a te d  at par with 

f a c u l t y  members and the same c a d r e ,  s c a l e s  o f  pay and o th e r  f a c i l i t i e s  

o f  p rom otion ,  e t c . ,  should be provided^which were g iven  to  the pro 

f e s s o r s  .

The S o c i e t y  obse rv e d  th a t  the deve loped  and c i v i l i z e d  c o u n t r i e s
369

c a l l e d  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  as the " U n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  the m assess " .  But 

the l i b r a r i a n  o f  the p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  were not  g iven  proper s ta tu s  in 

the then s o c i e t y  o f  Pak istan .  A te a c h e r  in primary s c h o o l  cou ld  go 

to  the Headship.  Tn U n iv e r s i t y  a l e c t u r e r  on the b a s i s  o f  h i s  q u a l i 

f i c a t i o n s ,  e x p e r ie n ce  and r e se a rc h  c o u ld  become the V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r .  

Same i s  the  cas§  in  any o th e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  So the S o c i e t y  recommen

ded th a t  a l i b r a r i a n  should a lso  be t r e a t e d  and be g iven  e qu a l  chance 

o f  promotion to  the h i g h e s t  rank. A l i b r a r i a n  in  a v i l l a g e  l i b r a r y  

should be p laced  at par w ith  a primary s c h o o l  t e a c h e r .  L ib ra r ia n  at 

t e h s i l , d i s t r i c t ,  and d i v i s i o n a l  l i b r a r y  should be t r e a te d  equal  to 

s e co n d a ry ,  c o l l e g e ,  u n i v e r s i t y  t e a c h e r  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The P r o v i n c i a l  

l i b r a r y  which was t r e a t e d  as the b i g g e s t  and the l a r g e s t  p u b l i c  l i b 

ra r y  system o f  the then p rov in ce  should be regarded  "as r e a l  U nivpr-  

s i t y  o f  the masses and i t s  l i b r a r i a n  should be p l a c e / e q u i v a l e n t  to 

the rank ,  cadre  and s ta tu s  o f  V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  o f  a U nivers i  t y . /*T t  

was a lso  suggested  th a t  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  o f  the l i b r a r i  ps be

368. I b i d .  . pp. 13 -14 .

369 .  Johnson, A lv in .  The Publ ic  L ib ra ry -A  p e o p l e ' s  u n i v e r s i t y . New 
Y ork :  American A s s o c i a t i o n  For Adult E duca t ion ,  1938, pp. 1 -80 .  
See a lso  R ose ,  E r n e s t in e .  Thp P ubl ic  L ib ra ry  in  American L i f p , 
New York:  Columbia U n iv e r s i t y  P ress ,  1958, p p . 177-186.
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g iv en  due r e c o g n i t i o n  and may be t r e a t e d  at par w ith  t e a c h e r s " .

In o r d e r  to prov ide  promis ing c a r e e r  and a t t r a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  the S o c i e t y  recommended L ib ra ry  s e r v i c e  or  i n c l u s i o n  

o f  the l i b r a r i a n s  in t o  the Education s e r v i c e .  I t ,  t h e r e f o r e  urged 

th a t  l i b r a r i a n s  should be compared at each l e v e l  w ith  tea ch e rs  In 

r e l a t i o n  to  t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and e x p e r ie n ce  and s im i l a r  f a c i l i 

t i e s  o f  promotions and b e n e f i t s  be prov ided  to them.

The S o c i e t y  o b s e r v in g  the unhappy s i t u a t i o n  in  most o f  the Depart 

mental  L i b r a r i e s  suggested  that  " q u a l i f i e d  l i b r a r i a n s  would be emplo

yed in  a l l  departm ental  l i b r a r i e s  and a c t iv e  c o l l e c t i o n s  b u i l t  up

to  p rov id e  e f f i c i e n t  r e se a rc h  f a c i l i t i e s  to  the employees o f  the o r -  
371g a n i z a t i o n " ,  L ib rary  in  any o r g a n i z a t i o n  should be t r e a te d  l i k e

any o t h e r  f u l l f l e d g e d  department in  the o r g a n i z a t i o n .  When there  was

an in c r e a s e  in the s t a f f  o f  any department the a u t h o r i t i e s  in creased

the m a t e r i a l  and equipment used by them. They a lso  c re a te d  h ig h e r

p o s i t i o n s  and ranks to  c o n t r o l  and su p e rv ize  the work o f  the dp parJ -

ment . On s i m i l a r  pa tte rn  t h e S o c i e t y  suggested  that  l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n

and s t a f f  should be in c r e a s e d .  I f  t h i s  ba lance  vas not  maintained the

r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t i e s  would be reduced and e f f i c i e n c y  o f  the l i b r a r y  
372

and the s t a f f  would go down. The l i b r a r i a n  should be t r e a te d  as the 

head o f  the department o f  the O r g a n iz a t io n .  The l i b r a r y  s t a f f  should 

be p rov ided  with  the chance o f  promotion .

The S o c i e t y  observed  that  l i b r a r i a n s  o f  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  a lso  

were n o t  g iven  proper  p lace  in  regard to  t h e i r  cadre  and s c a l e s  o f  

pay and o th e r  f a c i l i t i e s .  The S o c i e t y  so proposed that  a l i b r a r i a n

370

370 .  SPILL p r o p o s a l s . . .  p. 14.

371 .  I b i d . . p. 15.

372.  I b i d .
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h o l d i n g  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  degree should be p laced  at par w ith  a r e s e 

arch s c h o l a r  -who he ld  s im i la r  degree  in  h i s  f i e l d .  As a s ch o la r  

a v a i l s  o f  the o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  promotion to  a h igher  r a n k , s i m i l a r l y

the l i b r a r i a n  should  a lso  be prov ided  s im i la r  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  promotion
?73

and increments  e t c .  on the b a s i s  o f  h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and e x p e r i e n c e .

In C i v i l  S e r v i c e ,  Fore ign  S e r v i c e ,  P o l i c y  S e r v i c e ,  M i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e

e t c .  a person appointed  in any s c a l e  i s  promoted to  a h ig h er  rank,

a u to m a t i c a l ly  i f  h i s  work i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  and r e p o r t s  are fa v o u r a b le .

S i m i l a r l y  a l i b r a r i a n  appointed  in  Non-Gazetted s c a l e  should be pro -
u

mo ted to  h ig h e r  r<x>\ks. There should not  be any embargo f o r  a 11 b r a -
374

r ia n  to  e n te r  in t o  the Gazetted cadre  from the n o n -g a z e t t e d  s c a l e " .

The S o c i e t y  f o r  the Promotion and Improvement o f  L ib r a r i e s  pre

pared and submitted comprehensive plans as s ta te d  above in the f o r e 

go ing  pages to  the government f o r  e x e c u t io n  in the Fourth Five Year 

Plan:  1970-75 o f  P ak is ta n .  The q u e s t io n n a ir e  in  the survey shordei 

t h a t  the S o c i e t y  c o l l e c t e d  in fo rm a t io n  on a l l  asp ects  o f  a l l  kinds 

o f  l i b r a r i e s .  But the Report d id  n o t  c o n t a in  anything about the s ta tu s  

o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  then be ing  rendered  by the l i b r a r i e s .  The Report  

a l s o  d id  n o t  say anything about the persona l  l i b r a r i e s  in the then 

P ak is ta n .

The Plan in  the form o f  Proposa ls  covered  the f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  

development in form al  and in fo rm a l  e d u c a t i o n .  In the form al  e d u ca t io n  

the S o c i e t y  prepared the development plan f o r  s c h o o l  l i b r a r y ,  c o l l e g e  

l i b r a r y  and u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y .  In the in fo rm a l  e d u ca t io n  the S o c i e t y

373 .  I b i d .

374.  P ak is tan .  Fourth Five Year P lan . . . P. 167.
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prepared a scheme f o r  net-work o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  namely N a t io n a l  

L ib r a r y ,  p r o v i n c i a l  L i b r a r i e s ,  D i v i s i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s ,  D i s t r i c t  L ib 

r a r i e s ,  T h a n a /T e h s i l  l i b r a r i e s .  Tn the la rg e  c i t i e s  the s t r u c t u r e  

was on the f o l l o w i n g  l i n e s :  C e n tra l  P ubl ic  L ib ra ry -B r  anch l i b r a r i e s -  

Book m ob i le  s e r v i c e .  The S o c i e t y  a lso  made d e t a i l e d  chalked out

plan f o r  L ib r a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  v h ich  was n o v e l  and unique f o r  smooth 

H and r a p id  development o f  l i b r a r i e s  and t h e i r  e f f i c i e n t  a d m in is t r a t i o n .

The S o c i e t y  surveyed the departm enta l  l i b r a r i e s  and submitted 

p r o p o s a l s  f o r  t h e i r  developm ent.  Tt c o n s id e r e d  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  l i b r a r y  

e d u c a t i o n  in  U n i v e r s i t y ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n s / I n s t i t u t i o n s  and 

T e a c h e r s '  T ra in in g  I n s t i t u t i o n s  and suggested  ways and means f o r  

improvement. I t  suggested  the in t r o d u c t i o n  o f  L ib rary  S c ience  Courses 

at graduate l e v e l .

The most s t r i k i n g  fe a tu re  o f  t h i s  Report  was th a t  i t  made d e t a i l e d  

y d i s c u s s i o n s  on the then e x i s t i n g  p o s i t i o n  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  l i b r a r i e s

and s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s .  I t  demanded s u i t a b l e  pay, rank, s ta tu s  and 

o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  l i k e  promotion e t c .  f o r  l i b r a r i a n  ̂  " te a ch e r  o f  

t e a c h e r ” and p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ^  " u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  m asses" .  These 

id e as  were very  good but l o f t y .

The S o c i e t y  t r i e d  to  remove the then stagnant and f r u s t r a t i n g  

p o s i t i o n  o f  l i b r a r i a n s  in  each stage  havine no chance o f  l i f t s  by 

s u g g e s t in g  very  a p p ro p r ia te  and pragmatic programmes o f  promotion .

I t  sugg ested  that  the c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i a n  by promotion in  course  o f  

time shou ld  be made p r i n c i p a l .  I t  a lso  made l o f t y  s u g g e s t io n s  f o r  

a p p o in t in g  the l i b r a r i a n  o f  the N a t i o n a l  L ibrary  as V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  

o f  the U n i v e r s i t y .  In the present  s i t u a t i o n s  and c ir cu m stances  these  

s u g g e s t io n s  may seem to  be u top ian  and i m p r a c t i c a b l e .  But i f  c i r cu m s

ta n ces  can be changed in  the li feht o f  the implementation o f  the sugg

e s t i o n s  made by the S o c i e t y ,  e f f e c t i v e  r e s u l t s  would be produced irf

the f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and c u l t u r e .
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But long  b e f o r e  the implementation o f  the Fourth Five Y e a r  Plan,

Bangladesh emerged as an independent s t a t e  in  the -world map in

1971. But s t i l l  we have much to  le a rn  and t a k e  l e s s o n s  from the

R eport  which gave s p e c i a l  emphasis f o r  the improvement o f  the power,

p o s i t i o n  and s ta tu s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s  e . g . ,  promotion and o th er  f a c i l i t i e s

as en jo y e d  by persons o f  dither s e r v i c e s .  I t s  recommendations f o r

■ \ c r e a t i o n  o f  L ib ra ry  S e r v i c e  l i k e  E ducation  S e r v i c e ,  M i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e ,

P o l i c e  S e r v i c e  w i l l  ever  be the source  o f  In c e n t iv e  and i n s p i r a t i o n

f o r  l i b r a r i a n s  o f  Bangladesh and o th e r  d e v e lo p in g  c o u n t r i e s .

DeveloPnent o f  l i b r a r i e s  as r e f l e c t e d  in  P a k is ta n 's  Fourth F1.ve Year 
P la n (1 970 -75 )  '

In s p i t e  o f  la p ses  and d e f i c i e n c i e s  in L ibrary  Development P la

n n in g ,  i t  i s  f o r  the f i r s t  time in the h i s t o r y  o f  L ib ra ry  development 

in  Pakistan that  the Third Five Year Flan e f f e c t e d  the development

o f  some v e ry  important p r o j e c t s  namely East Pakistan C entra l  Publ ic
1 '

L ib r a r y ,  D i s t r i c t  P u b l ic  L i b r a r i e s ,  S u b - D iv i s i o n a l  F ub l ic  L ib r a r i e s

e t c .  As such g o v t ,  and l i b r a r y  community f e l t  in s p i r e d  by the plans 

and p r o p o s a l s  f o r  a network o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in  P ak is tan .  East 

Pakistan  Govt,  se tup  a Committee namely East Pakistan L ibrary  Deve

lopment Committee f o r  e v a lu a t in g  t h e  l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  and f o c u s s in g  

in  the form o f  recommendation the f i e l d s  re q u ire d  to  be developed  

In the Fourth Five Year Plan. On the o th e r  s i d e ,  the S o c i e t y  f o r  

the Promotion and Improvement o f  L i b r a r i e s  (SPTL) o f  V est  Pakistan 

in  the same way analysed the  e n t i r e  l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  and recommended 

the  most e s s e n t i a l  and n e g le c t e d  s id e s  o f  l i b r a r y  development* ' 
f o r  t h e  whole o f  Pakistan to be in co r p o r a te d  in t o  the Fourth F i v e  Year 

F lan .  The Fourth Five Year Plan an a ly s ing  the above s u g g e s t i o n s /p r o p o 

s a l s  recommended a s e r i e s  o f  e f f o r t s  and endeavours fo r  l i b r a r y  pro

v i s i o n s  du r ing  the Fourth Five Year Plan.
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Apart from the s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  o f  the process  and the t e c h n i c a l  

d e t a i l s  in v o lv e d  in  fo rm ula t in g  a development p lan ,  consensus o f  

peop le  who are to  be a f f e c t e d  by i t  i s  an important element in the 

s u c c e ss  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  a plan.  With t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  In v i e y , th^ Plann

ing Commission appointed in  February 1970, a number o f  Advisory Panels 

to  comment upon the programmes and p o l i c i e s  suggested  in  the O u tl ine

o f  the Fourth Five Year P lan . In a l l  21 Panels were c o n s t i t u t e d  v i t h
375a membership o f  o v e r  30O'". The advice  rendered by the Panels vere  o f  

immense va lue  to  the Planning Commission in  the f i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  the 

Fourth Plan. The A dv isory  Panels gave emphasis on:

" ( a )  g r e a te r  emphasis on s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ;  (b) s u b s t a n t i a l  r e d u c 

t i o n  in  the economic d i s p a r i t y  between the v a r io u s  r e g io n s  o f  the

c o u n t r y ;  and ( c )  e s t im a te s  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  both i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l ,
»?376f o r  a l a r g e r  development programme.

The Panel on e d u ca t io n  and t r a i n i n g  v h ich  vas c o n s t i t u t e d  by the
 ̂77Planning Commission comprised o f  ^9 members/ Tts  duty vas to  a s s i s t

the Planning Commission in  a p p r o p r ia t e ly  handl ing  the problems and
3 ’78

s u g g e s t in g  the requirem ents  f o r  e d u ca t i o n  and t r a i n i n g .  Tt i s  

n o t i c e d  th a t  there  vas not  a s in g l e  person v - t h  any background In 

l i b r a r i a n s h i p  in the Panel ,  vho could  r a i s e  the problems o f  l i b r a r y  

development in  the then Pak istan .

375 .  P a k is ta n .  Planning Commission. Repor t  o f  the Advis.ery Panels f o r  
the Fourth Five Year Plan: V o l .  I . Is lamabad: Mangpr o f  P u b l i 
c a t i o n s ,  1970, p . 6.

376.  I b i d . , p . 17.

377.  P ak is ta n .  Report  o f  the Advisory  Panels f o r  the Fourth Five Year 
Plan ( 1 9 7 0 - 7 5 ) ,  V o l .  I I . Is lamabad: Planning Commission. 1970, 
p p . 295 -300 .

378.  I b i d . . p. 295.
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The Fourth Five Year Plan (1 970 -75 )  was formulated  at a very  

c r i t i c a l  ju n c tu re  in  the P a k is ta n 's  h i s t o r y .  Many o f  the b a s i c  

premises on -which c o u n t r y ' s  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic  and a d m in is t ra t iv e  

arrangements -were based over  the past  tvo decades. ,were in  the process  

o f  c o n t in u ou s  re -e x a m in a t io n  and m o d i f i c a t i o n .  The Fourth Plan con

s t i t u t e d  a major t e s t  o f  the n a t i o n ' s  w i l l  to con t inu e  w ith  the task  

o f  economic development under d i f f i c u l t  c i r cu m stances  and to combine 

i t  w ith  the ends o f  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .

Vdith the r e v i v a l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  the development s t r a t e g y  

o f  the Fourth Plan was implemented w ith in  the new p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i 

a l  framework th a t  emerged a f t e r  the e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  the 

peop le  assumed a d m in is t ra t iv e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  I t s  b a s i c  aim was to 

ensure  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  to  every  c i t i z e n  o f  Pakistan and to r fn o v “  the
^70

sense o f  d e p r i v a t i o n  and ha rd sh ip  from a l l  part* o f  th°  country.'

The s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the Fourth Flan were:

(a )  " t o  maintain the tempo o f  development in the country  through

a determined e f f o r t  to  secure  the maximum and ^ o s t  e f f i c i e n t

u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  our m a t e r i a l  and human r e s o u r c e s ;  (b )  to  reduce the

i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  and i n t r a - r e g i o n a l  d i s p a r i t y  in p=r c a p i t a  i n c o m e ;

( c )  to make the economy i n c r e a s i n g l y  s e l f  r e l i a n t  in most e s s e n t i a l

f i e l d s ;  (d )  to  move towards a v i a b l e  syntheses  between the c la im s o f

econom ic  growth and s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  through th°  p u rsu it  o f  pragmatic

p o l i c i e s ,  and (e )  to d i r e c t  the p rocess  o f  economic and s o c i a l  change
380towards the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a j u s t  s o c i e t y .  The programme the

379.  P ak is ta n .  Planning Commission. The Fourth Five Year ^ la n : 1 9 7 0 - ? ; ; . 
Is lamabad: Commission, 1969, p . l .

380 .  I b i d  . T p. 19.
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e d u c a t i o n  s e c t o r  o f  the Fourth Five Year Plan were des igned  w ith ih
f̂ Ql

the broad framework o f  the New Education  P o l i c y /  ihe Flan r e c o g 

n i s e d  th a t  l i b r a r y  was an i n t e g r a l  part  o f  e d u ca t io n  at a l l  l e v e l s  

and e d u c a t i o n  imparted in  formal i n s t i t u t i o n  and o u t s id e  should 

n e c e s s a r i l y  be supplemented and augmented by r e a d in r  h a b i t s .  I t  

n o t i c e d  th a t  "w hi le  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  in  Pakistan are ex trem ely  inade

q u a te ,  many o f  the e x i s t i n g  l i b r a r i e s  remain u n u t i l i s e d  due to non

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  graded b ook s ,  s p e c i a l l y  in  n a t i o n a l  languages ,  absence
3 83

o f  t r a in e d  l i b r a r i a n s  and pa uc ity  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  funds .  So the Co

mmission r°commended that  the f o l l o w i n g  measures be adopted f o r  o r g a n i 

s in g  proper  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  in  the co u n try :

(a )  11 on go ing  p r o j e c t s  such as p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  at C h i t ta g on g ,  

D acca ,  R a jsh a h i ,  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s  at Islamabad and Dacca and deve 

lopment o f  L iaquat  'Memorial L ib ra ry  at Karachi be com p le ted ;  (b )  to  

e s t a b l i s h  during  the Fourth and subsequent Plans a network o f  r u r a l  

l i b r a r i e s  throughout  the country  to  provide  reading f a c i l i t i e s  to  

the  p u b l i c  in  g e n e r a l ;  ( c )  to  prov ide  the adult  e d u ca t io n  c e n t r e s  w ith  

the o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  read ing  m a te r ia ls  o f  the r u r a l  l i b r a r i e s ; ( d ) to 

p r o f i d e  funds as l i b r a r y  grants to  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  by the 

p r o v i n c i a l  Governments; ( e ) to  r e o r g a n is e  and s u i t a b l y  s trengthen  the 

D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Arch ives  and L ib r a r i e s  to  o f f e r  n e ce s s a ry  guidance 

to  the Prov inces  f o r  b e t t e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  end promotion o f  l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e s ;  ( f )  to expand the t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  l i b r a r i a n s  fo r  

employment in the r u r a l  and urban l i b r a r i e s  ; (g )  to  s t a r t  w e l l - s t o c k e d

381 .  I b i d . . p. 143.

382 .  I b i d . , p . 167.

383.  I b i d .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



285

l i b r a r y  -with an attached  reading  room f o r  every  D i s t r i c t  S ch o o l  by

the D i s t r i c t  S ch o o l  a u t h o r i t y / l o c a l  body;  (h )  to  s t a r t  l i b r a r y  at

thana t e h s i l  l e v e l ;  ( i )  to s t a r t  the arrangement o f  . borrowing

f a c i l i t i e s  o f  books among the l i b r a r i e s  f o r  a d e f i n i t e  p e r io d ;  ( j )

t o  charge  a team o f  r o v in g  t ra in e d  l i b r a r i a n s  f o r  the o r g a n is a t i o n
p. 84

o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  in the c o u n t r y ;  (k )  to make p r o v i s i o n  f o r  Juve

n i l e  l i t e r a t u r e  such as f i c t i o n ,  adventure ,  . ' f o l k - l i t e r  a t u r e ,

p e r i o d i c a l s  and j o u r n a ls  f o r  young r e a d e r s .  The a t t r a c t i o n  o f  young

r e a d e r s  f o r  cheap f o r e i g n  b ook s ,  comics  and sex magazines must be
385 „  ..

r e p la c e d  by h e a l th y  and graded ju v e n i l e  l i t e r a t u r e " .  Tvoreover the 

Commission recommonded the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  a " ch a in  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in 

sm a l l  towns and v i l l a g e s "  fo r  p ro v id in g  u s e f u l  and i n t e r e s t i n g  read ing

m a t e r i a l s  to  the c o u n t r y ' s  m i l l i o n s  w ith  a view to  g ive  them the

n
387

OOg
" l a s t i n g  l i t e r a c y " .  I t  a lso  recommended the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  mobile

l i b r a r i e s  in  r u r a l  areas " t o  c r e a t e  read ing  h a b i t s  among m asses" ,  

and " f o r  the development o f  e x t e n s iv e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e "  in Pakistan 

and p r o v id in g  funds

384 .  I b i d .  . pp. 167-168.

385 .  I b i d .  . pp. 168-169.

386 .  I b i d . ,  p . 169.

387 .  I b i d .

388 .  R e g io n a l  A l l o c a t i o n  o f  P ub l ic  Development Expenditures  in the 
th ree  planned per iod s  ( m i l l i o n  rupees )
A c tu a l  a l l o c a t i o n  Planned . a l l o c a t i on

F i r s t  Plan Second Plan Third Plan
1955—1960 1960-1965 1965-66 196F--70
3 a s t  Pak. 3320 6210 1421 16000
V .Pak .  5940 7790 1782 14000

S ource :  KacE Authur. Development A l t e r n a t iv e s  in  Pakistan A JKulti
s e c t o r a l  A na lys is  o f  P lanning Problem s, Cambridge: Harvard 
U n iv e r s i t y  P re s s ,  1971. p. 148". Se° a lso  yahbubul Haq. The 
s t r a t e g y  o f  Economic planning,: A case study o f  Pakistan Kar —v,-r
0 .U .P .P a k is ta n  Br anc]@ , 1963 , pp . 9 2 -1 2 ? .  ’ ’ '
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The Fourth Five Year Plan c o n s t i t u t e d  a major t e s t  o f  the 

n a t i o n ' s  w i l l  to  c o n t in u e  w ith  the task  o f  economic development under 

the then e x i s t i n g  d i f f i c u l t  c i r cu m s ta n c e s .  From the s ta n d p o in t  o f  

l i b r a r y  development in  Pakistan i t  was a very  important  document.

In t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  two very  important Flans namely SPTL r e p o r t  pre 

pared in  the then West Pakistan and L ibrary  Development Committee 

i R e p o r t ,  prepared in the then Fast  Pakistan vere  prepared f o r  I n c o r 

p o r a t in g  them in t o  th* Fourth Five Year Plan. These two Reports  have 

been e l a b o r a t e l y  d i s c u s s e d  in o th er  p laces  o f  t h i s  work.  But u n lu c k i ly  

the im portant  p o in ts  o f  these Reports  vere  not in c o r p o r a t e d  in to  the 

Plan p r o p e r .  The Commission 's  o b s e r v a t i o n s  about the c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

l i b r a r i e s  p r e v a i l i n g  in  the then Pakistan vere  more or  l e s s  a c c u r a te .  

In  comparison w ith  o th e r  three  Five Y°ar  Plans prepared in the past -'n 

Pakistan from 1955, the Fourth Five Yoar Plan rave g r e a t e s t  emphasis 

 ̂ in  l i b r a r y  developm ent .  Network o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  the r u r a l

p e o p l e ,  l i b r a r i e s  fo r  adult  e d u ca t io n  c e n t r e ,  l i b r a r i e s  at s c h o o l s ,  

m ob ile  l i b r a r i e s ,  r o v in g  t ra in e d  l i b r a r i a n ,  b o o k - s e l e c t i o n , r^adinp: 

h a b i t s ,  a l l  these  asp ects  and t o p i c s  r e c e i v e d  due emphasis in  the 

Fourth P lan .But  b e f o r e  the e x e c u t io n  o f  the Plan, Bangladesh emerged 

as an independe c o u n t r y .

Although l i b r a r y  development planning from 1947 to  1971 vas f u l l  

o f  l a p s e s ,  d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  and in c o h e r e n c e ,  i t  must be 

admitted th a t  i t  vas the period in  which th® s p i r i t  f o r  L ibrary  

Development vas c r e a te d  and generated  f o r  the f i r s t  time in the h i s 

t o r y  o f  l i b r a r y  development in t h i s  part  o f  the w o r ld .  Planning n °ch -  

an ism s, p r o c e ss e s  and s ta ges  may not  be w ho l ly  workable  and f u n c t i o n a l  

but th e re  i s  no denying the f a c t  th a t  many important p r o j e c t s ,  schemes 

e t c .  v e re  taken up at l e a s t  on f i l e s .  Those projects v e r »  not  1rnpl®-
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merited due t o  l a c k  o f  f e a s i b l e  plans f o r  im plem entat ion ,  l i b r a r y  

development a g e n c ie s ,  p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y ,  economic  s o l v e n c y ,  propr - 

p o s i t i o n  and s ta tu s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s ,  read in g  h a b i t  o f  p e o p le ,  l i b r a r y  

o r i e n t e d  e d u ca t io n  and c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  people e t c .

In the absence o f  L ib ra ry  Comm ission /L ibrary  Development Agency 

the bureaucrats e x e r c i s e d  t h e i r  grea t  in f lu e n c e  in shaping the d e s t in y  

o f  l i b r a r i e s  in the c o u n t r y .  H i s t o r i a n s ,  in  o rd e r  to f ind  out the 

h i s t o r i c a l  development o f  l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  o f  Bangladesh,  i f  and 

when f u l l y  d e v e lo p e d ,  must c o n s id e r  t h i s  per iod  to  f in d  out  the b ase .  

At the same time one should bear in  mind that  Pakistan vas broken 

in t o  two p ie ce s  among o th e r  reasons  due to economic  d i s p a r i t y  vh ich  

c r e a t e d  ha tred  and the germ o f  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  s p e c i a l l y  among the 

people  o f  East f a k i s t a n .  This  economic d i s p a r i t y  was a lso  v i s i b l e  in 

f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  developm ent .  '

Developments

A f t e r  the b i r t h  o f  Pakistan in  August, 1947 East Bengal (now 

Bangladesh)  vas  found c o m p a r a t iv e ly  sad ly  o f f  in  r e s p e c t  o f  l i b r a r y  

r e s o u r c e s  e x c e p t  f o r  the f a i r l y  g o o d - s i z e d  Dacca U n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  

and 5 c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  (Dacca C o l l e g e ,  Chittagong C o l l e g e ,  M.C. 

C o l l e g e ,  S y l h e t ,  Ra jshahi  C o l le g e  and Jagannath C o l l e g e ,  Dacca) .There

was no s p e c i a l  l i b r a r y  worth mentioning  h e r e .  P ub l ic  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  
i n  some handful  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  were most n e g l i g i b l e .  There was 

no scope o f  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  in  the  then East Benga l ,

Under such s i t u a t i o n  l i b r a r y  development planning and movement 

s t a r t e d  r i g h t  from 1947. Tn t h i s  ch ap ter  we have d i s c u s s e d  4 F i v e -  

Year N a t io n a l  Plans along w ith  some o ther  r e p o r t s  o f  Committees/
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Commissions which more or l e s s  f o c u s s e d  the need f o r  tho development 

o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  the whole o f  P ak is ta n .  Many o f  the recommendations 

vere  v a l u a b le .  Due t o  f a c t o r s  s ta te d  in  the c h a p t e r ,  many o f  the 

im portant  recommendations were n o t  m a t e r i a l i s e d .  Government executed  

some o f  the S ch e m e s /P r o je c t s  f o r  the  development o f  l i b r a r i e s .  As a 

r e s u l t  o f  a l l  these  attempts during  the long  26 years  at the end o f  

P a k is ta n i  Rule in  1971 the f o l l o w i n g  developments were v i s i b l e .  These 

were 6 U n iv e r s i t y  L i b r a r i e s  v i z .  ( i )  Dhaka U n i v e r s i t y ;  ( i i )  Rajshahi 

U n i v e r s i t y ;  ( i i i )  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Engineer ing  and Technology  ( i v )  A gr i 

c u l t u r e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Mymensingh; (v )  Chittagong U n i v e r s i t y ;  and ( v i )  

Jahangir  Nagar U n i v e r s i t y .  No spparate  l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g  f o r  Chittagong 

U n i v e r s i t y  L ib r a r y  and Jahangir  Nagar U n iv e r s i t y  L ib ra ry  v «a a v a i l a b l e .

There were 84 t e c h n i c a l ,  e n g in e e r in g ,  m e d ic a l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  p o ly 

t e c h n i c  and o t h e r  v o c a t i o n a l  and t r a in i n g  i n s t i t u t e  l i b r a r i e s  and 82 

In te rm e d ia te  and degree  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  ( g o v t ,  and n o n - g o v t . ) .

Except  a few p i l o t  and m u l t i - l a t e r a l  s c h o o l s ,  no s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  worth

the name w d e v e l o p e d .

The p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  p i c tu r e  was:

( i )  1 Govt.  P u b l i c  L ib ra ry  at D h a k a , ( i i )  2 Govt .  P ub l ic  L i b r a r i e s

at  Chittagong and Khulna, ( i i i )  115 non-government p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  

o f  which 54 had m obile  l i b r a r y  u n i t s ,  ( i v )  5 Pakistan  Counci l  l i b r a ~  

r i e s - o n e  each  at Dhaka, C h i t tagon g ,  R a jsh ah i ,  Mymensingh and Khulna,

(v )  61 BNR In fo r m a t io n  C entres ,  ( v i )  3 B r i t i s h  C ounci l  L i b r a r i e s - o n e  

e a c h  at Dhaka, Chittagong and Rajshahi and ( v i i )  4 USIS L i b r a r i e s - o n e

each  at Dhaka, C h i t ta g on g ,  Mymensingh and R a jsh a h i .

B e s id e s  Academic and P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s ,  th ere  were around 80 s p e c i a l  

l i b r a r i e s  a ttached  t o  v a r io u s  government and semi-government department* 

l e a rn e d  s o c i e t i e s ,  research  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ? ,
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p r e s s ,  b u s i n e s s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  f irms e t c .  Among then the Cholera 

Research L aboratory  L ib r a r y ,  Atomic Energy Centre L ib r a r y ,  Counci l  

o f  S c i e n t i f i c  & I n d u s t r i a l  Research L ib r a r y ,  Jute Rpsearch I n s t i t u t e  

L i b r a r y ,  Rice Research I n s t i t u t e  L i b r a r y ,  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Development 

Economics L ib r a r y  e t c .  were m e n t ion a b le .  In  r e s p e c t  o f  N a t iona l  L ib r a r y ,  

a plan f o r  the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  a Centra l  L ib ra ry  at Dhaka as a coun

t e r p a r t  o f  the N a t ion a l  L ib r a r y  at Islamabad vas  e n v is a g e d .

P r i o r  to  1947 L ib r a r y  t r a in i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  vere  n i l  in  t h i s  area .

The f u l l  f l e d g e d  Department o f  L ib r a r y  Sc ience  o f f e r i n g  Diploma and 

M.A. Degree vas i n s t i t u t e d  in  the U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Dacca In 1962. A 

c e r t i f i c a t e  c o u r s e s  vas in tro d u ce d  by the East Pakistan  L ib ra ry  Asso

c i a t i o n  r i g h t  from 1958 f o r  t r a in i n g  p a r a - p r o f e s s i o n a l  hands. Some 

s h o r t  c o u r s e s  vere  a lso  conducted by F u lb r lg h t  s c h o la r s  and Education 

E x te n s io n  C e n t r e , 3 9  Dacca. As a r e s u l t  tra inPd l i b r a r i a n  vh ich  vas 

unth inkable  p r i o r  t o  1947 vas appointed  i n  some l i b r a r i e s .  C o l l e c t i o n ,  

standard o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s ,  s ta tu s  o f  the l i b r a r i a n s  and number o f  

c l i e n t e l e  vere  Improved. Modem t e c h n i c a l i t i e s  o f  the art  o f  l i b r a r i -  

anship  vere  t r i e d  t o  be in trodu ced  v i t h  some s u c c e s s .  The f o l l o v i n g  

fo u r  t a b l e s  v i l l  show the s i t u a t i o n  o f  a l l  types o f  l i b r a r i e s  i n c l u 

d ing  the  then a v a i la b le  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  l i b r a r y  t r a in in g  p r i o r  t o  the 

emergence o f  Bangladesh.

389 .  H ossa in ,  Sarver .  ,rL ib ra ry  Education  in  Bangladesh: Y esterday
and t o d a y "  UNESCO Journal  o f  I n fo r m a t io n S c i e n c e .  L lb r a r ia n s h jp  
and Arch ives  A d m in is tra t ion  V o l .  IT No 3 July-Septembpr 1980, 
pp. 180-182 .
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E v o lu t i o n  o f  Planning ag enc ies  in  Pakistan

We have d i s c u s s e d  In the f o r e g o in g  pages o f  the chapter  N a t iona l  

F iv e  Year Plans along with Reports  o f  the Committees and Commissions 

v i t h  s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  as r e f l e c t e d  

t h e r e i n .  The Planning agenc ies  behind the N a t ion a l  F ive  Year Plans 

were s im ply  r e f e r r e d  t o .  The ir  c o m p o s i t i o n  f u n c t i o n s ,  bran ch es ,  

d u ra t io n  e t c .  vere  n ot  d i s c u s s e d .  But they j u s t i f i a b l y  r e q u ire  e l a 

b o r a t e  a n a ly s i s  in  o r d e r  t o  f ind  out  t h e i r  e v o l u t i o n ,  f u n c t i o n s ,  

p o s i t i o n ,  d i v i s i o n ,  branch and s e c t i o n .  The s i z e  and power o f  each 

and e v e ry  agency had co rre s p o n d in g  impact on the nature  o f  p lan n in g .

So the  f o l l o w i n g  e v o lu t i o n a r y  h i s t o r y  v i l l  throw some l i g h t  on the

plann ing  agenc ies  o f  P ak is tan .

Economic p la n n in g ,  although found in  rudimentary form 1n the 

t e a c h in g s  o f  e a r l y  s o c i a l i s t s ,  has i t s  o r i g i n ,  as fa r  as f r e e  s o c i e 

t i e s  are c o n c e rn e d ,  in  the economic d e p re s s io n  o f  the t h i r t i e s  and 

the l a r g e  s c a l e  s u c c e s s f u l  m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r ce s  f o r  the conduct  

o f  the Second World War. 394The co n c e p t  o f  p lanning gained p u b l i c i t y  

i n  the l a t e  tw e n t ie s  when Russia  prepared i t s  F i r s t  F iv e  Year Plan in  

1929.  T h is  p e r io d  c o in c i d e d  with the  Great D epress ion  and mass une

mployment v h ich  had a f f e c t e d  the world at l a r g e .  The w orst  h i t  were 

the  advanced, i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  n a t i o n s  o f  the West. The United S ta tes

had 12 m i l l i o n  peop le  on r o l l  who had no j o b s ,  Germany had s i x  m i l l i o n
395

and the United Kingdom over  two m i l l i o n  unemployed. While the f r e e  

s o c i e t i e s  had been e x p e r i e n c i n g  a c a t a s t r o p h i c  f a l l  in  e f f e c t i v e  

demand and the consequent  unemployment and mass m ise ry ,  th ere  was

39 4 .  Sachdeva, D.R.and Sogan l ,  Meena. g u tt le ^ i ^ ^ a .t l o n i  g o n c e p p  
and A p p l i c a t i o n .  V o l .  I ,  New D e lh i :  A sso c ia te d  P ub l ish ing  House,

395 .  Q u e re sh l^ A n v a r  I q b a l .  Paklstan_Marfbes op Road to  prosper , ! t£ :  
]9 B 9 -6 4 . Lahore :  F e r o z r o u s ,  1965, p . l .
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no unemployment i n  the  S o v ie t  Union.  The c r e d i t  f o r  t h i s  e x c e p t i o n a l  

f e a t  was g iven  t o  economic p lanning which aimed at u t i l i s i n g  

R u s s ia ’ s v a s t  economic  r e so u r ce s  which remained untapped.

P e r s p e c t i v e  o f  Planning

Among the f r e e  s o c i e i t e s , the United  Sta tes  i s  the p ioneer  in

P la n n in g .  Attempts i n  planning with a view to  reduc ing  unemployment,

warding o f f  d e p r e s s i o n  and r e v i s i n g  economic a c t i v i t y  were s ta r t e d

w ith  the New Deal exper im ents  in  1934 when F ra n k l in  D. R oosev e l t
396ascended to  the  p r e s id e n c y .

These e x p e r im e n ta t io n s  in  the  U .S .A .  f o l l o w e d  the p u b l i c a t i o n  

e a r l i e r  i n  1932 o f  Lord Keynes* famous pamphlet , Means t o  P ro s p e r i ty ;. 

I t s  theme was the same which P re s id e n t  R o o se v e l t  had se t  b e f o r e  

h i m s e l f  w hile  e v o l v i n g  the New D e a l - e l i m i n s t i o n  o f  unemployment by 

the  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  l a r g e - s c a l e  p u b l i c  works programme. The same t h e s i s  

was deve lop ed  e l a b o r a t e l y  by  Keynes in  h i s  famous book ,  The Geperal 

Theory o f  Employment. I n t e r e s t  and Money.*',̂ T h e  Second World war 

n e c e s s i t a t e d  the d i v e r s i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  from the c i v i l i a n  s e c t o r  t o  

-war e f f o r t s .  The s u c c e s s f u l  purpos ive  d i r e c t i o n  o f  economy during 

the war l a i d  the fou nd a t ion  o f  planning which d eve lop ed  l a t e r  in t o  

normal peace economy. The war exper im ent  in  m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  r e so u r ce s  

l e d  to  the  d e s i r e  t o  c r e a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  f u l l  employment a f t e r  the 

war and b e t t e r  u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s .  In  underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s ,

39 6 .  Burns,  James M aC g r e g a r .  R o o j e v e l t i _ The L ion  J p d ^ ^ e _ X g ^ , New 
York:  H a rco u r t ,  Brace and company, 1956 , pp. 4 6 ,1 1 , ' ,
See a l so  Per K in s ,  F ra n ce s .  Tho R oo se v e l t  I knew, New York:
The V ik ing  P r e s s ,  1946, pp. 166-176.  According to  R o o s e v e l t  th<> 
"New Deal"  meant the f o r g o t t e n  man, the l i t t l e  men, the 
nobody knew much about,  was going to  be d e a l t  b e t t e r  cards  t o  
p la y  w i th .

297. Keynes, John Maynard. The gener ^ _ t b e o o _ o | L iipep!ploypent i,
I n t e r e s t  and Money. London: M acmilton ,  1939, v a r iou s  page*.
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a s t im ulus  t o  t h i s  d e s i r e  vas r e c e i v e d  from movements o f  p o l i t i c a l  

in d epen d ence .  In  Tndo-Pakistan  s u b -c o n t in e n t  the i d e a  o f  planning 

had become f a m i l i a r  lon g  b e f o r e  independence vas a c t u a l l y  ach ieved .

As e a r l y  as 1938, the In d ian  N at iona l  Congress had formed a 

s t ro n g  Planning Committee under the p r e s id e n ts h ip  o f  Mr. Ja y a h a r la l  

Nehru v h i c h  s e t  up a la r g e  number o f  sub-committees  t o  assess  r e s o 

u rce s  and c h a lk  ou t  a p a tte rn  o f  development f o r  the s u b - c o n t i n e n t .

Durine the  v a r ,  another committee vas formed v h ic h  in c lu d ed  famous
399

e c o n o m is ts  and businessmen,  l i k e  Mathai and B i r l a .  This  committee 

attempted t o  l a y  down t a r g e t s ,  f i x  p r i o r i t i e s  and prov ide  a broad 

p la n ,  though n o t  a b l u e p r i n t ,  f o r  n a t i o n a l  economic developm ent .  A 

f e v  years  l a t e r  the A l l -T n d ia  Muslim League400 a l s o  appointed a 

Planning Committee v h i ch  vas d i r e c t e d  t o  formulate  a plan o f  deve

lopment f o r  the Muslim m a jo r i ty  areas o f  the s u b - c o n t i n e n t .

S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  the end o f  World War I T ,  the Government o f
401

B r i t i s h  I n d i a  c r e a te d  a Department o f  Planning and Development t o  

prepare  development p r o j e c t s  v h ich  cou ld  be c a r r i e d  out  a f t e r  the

398 .  I n d ia n  Annual R e e l s t e r - J u 1 y - n e ^ b e r  J938. V o l .  I I ,  C a l cu t ta :
The Annual R e g is t r a r  O f f i c e ,  p p . 303-304 .

399 .  Kabadi ,  W am an, y .g&. Ind ian  _ y h o ^ „ y h o  1937-28 ,  Bombay: Yeshanand 
and c o . ,  1937, pp. 9 7 -9 8 ,  439.

400 .  R a jp u t ,  A.B. HupUm L e a g u e - y e s t ^ r d a y  and Tod^ .  Lahore;  M nhagad
Ashraf  1948, v a r i o u s  pages ,  tf^e a l so  I n d i a ,  pi v l l  and M i i i x a r j ; 
g a z e t t e e ,  June 12, 1936. Star o f  I n d i a ,  June, 12, 1936.

4 0 1 .  Q u re s h i , B.A. I n d u s t r i a l  P lanning f o r  P a k is ta n ,  Karachi:  
f S o z s o A s ,  1 9 4 8 7 P . 8 .  See al s“  P aki st  an. Development Board.  
Pakistan Development scheme s .  (Approved betygep, ,  Jjytuary 19 ±_  
and Feb. 1950.

t
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War. In response to this Departm ent's Invitation, the Provincial 

Governments of undivided India prepared many projects vhich vere 

to be executed vith the aid of Central Government loans or grants. 

Before action on these projects could be taken, Partition of the 

country occured, and vhen Pakistan was established in August 1947, 

i t s  States and Provinces had available stock of projects vhich had 

been prepared before independence.402 Despite the formidable d i f f i 

cu lties  faced after Partition, the Government gave almost immediate 

attention to these projects and to the problems of development.

Early in  1 9 4 8 , a Development Board403* as established vith authority 

to coordinate development plans, recommend p rio r ities , vatch the 

p ro g ress  of development projects and make periodic reports to the 

Cabinet on the progress of development projects. At the same 

the Government also created a Planning Advisory Board^compos-d of  

o f f ic ia ls  and representatives of the private sector, to advise the 

Government on matters relating to  planning and development, revlev 

progress In Implementing plans, educate the public regarding the 

necessity for projects to be undertaken and provoke public coopera

tion of the development e ffo rt .

4 0 2 .  Callard, Ke i t h .  *g ^ s ^ m i l p s ^ C . ^ r o ^ W a l n v r l  ght,
fcrffgn of India, London: George Allen and 

un v ln .  1970,  pp. 2 5 2 ,2 7 0 , - 7 1 .

40 3 .  Pakistan. F lrs j^ lv a .Y « a r  pl a n ;  Karachi, 1958, P .8 .

4 0 5 .  W aterson ,  A l b e r t .  PI arm!nr In  Paklgtan^ p.S.

4 0 5 . IbM.

1
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The Development Board and the Planning A dvisory  Board were at

f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  the Cabinet  S e c r e t a r i a t  o f

the Government o f  P ak is ta n ,  but a f t e r  March 1948, when a separate
407M i n i s t r y  o f  Economic A f f a i r s  was c r e a te d  to  c o o r d in a te  the plann

in g  and economic a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the v a r io u s  m i n i s t r i e s ,  they  were 

t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  th a t  M i n i s t r y .  Planning in  Pakistan r p ce iv e d  added 

impetus when, in  May 1950 member c o u n t r i e s  o f  the then newly formed 

Colombo Plan f o r  C o -o p e r a t iv e  Economic Development in  South and 

Southest  A s ia ,  agreed t o  prepare c o - o r d in a t e d  s i x - y e a r  development 

p lans  to  be ing  in  mid 1951. P a k is ta n ’ s Six Year Development Pro

gramme4 0 8 ^  J u ly  1951 t o  June 1957 was compiled  in  throe  months and 

i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  the Colombo Plan in  September 1950. The Government

s e t  up new planning machinery named Economic c o u n c i l  in  January 1951
409

t o  implement the s i x  Year Development Programme. The Planning 

A d v isory  Board was a b o l i sh e d  and the Development Board was r e p la c e d

406

40 6 .  Address o f  the Prime M i n i s t e r .  Record o f  t h e _ f l r s t  Fleeting o£ 
the P lanning .  Advlsory .Bo.ard , p . 2.

407 .  I t  c o o rd in a te d  p lanning a c t i v i t i e s  and acted  as planning 
s e c r e t a r i a t  t o  v a r io u s  p lanning b o d i e s .  P lan o ,  Jack C. and 
o l t o n ,  Roy. The I n t e r n a t l o n a l  R e la t i o n _ D lc t l o n a r y »  New York: 
H o l t ,  R ienehart  and Winston,  Tnc .  1969, p p . 18 -19 .

408.  Pakistan  Education  D i v i s i o n .  Six Ypar_N a t lo n aj. . Plan, o f  Edu
c a t i o n a l  Development. K arach i :  Manager, Govt .  Pr^ss ,  p p .3 - 9 .

409 .  Government s e t  up an Economic c o u n c i l ,  a planning Commission 
and a number o f  sub-commission r e p la c in g  the e a r l i e r  Develop
ment Board,  the Planning A dvisory  Board and the  Economic 
Committee o f  the c a b i n e t .
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by a Planning Commission w ith  20 members. B es ides  the planning 

Comroission^^an Economic C o u n c i l ” as s ta te d  e a r l i e r  vas c r e a t e d .

A Planning Wing i n  the M in i s t r y  o f  Economic A f f a i r s  acted as Sec

r e t a r i a t  f o r  bo th  the Planning Commission and the Economic C o u n c i l .  

From the b e g in n in g ,  each Prov ince  had i t s  own planning machinery.

The Planning Board ,  as an agency o f  the Central  Government, had no 

l e g a l  c o n t r o l  o v er  planning ag enc ies  o f  developmental  a c t i v i t i e s  

i n  the P r o v in c e s .  Tn p r a c t i c e ,  however, the Planning Board cou ld  

g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e 4 1 4p r o v i n c i a l  development s in ce  the  P r o v in c i a l  

Governments depended on the c e n t r a l  Government f o r  funds t o  f in a n ce  

most o f  t h e i r  development programmes. East Benga l ,  l a t e r  East P ak is 

t a n ,  began i n  1948 with an o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n c o r p o r a t i n g :  (a )  a Cabinet 

Development Committee composed o f  P r o v i n c i a l  M i n i s t e r s  o f  departments 

concerned  with  development and v i t h  the C h ie f  M in i s t e r  as Chairman. 

Other m in i s t e r s  acted  as temporary a d d i t i o n a l  members when t h e i r  

p r o j e c t s  were d i s c u s s e d ;  (b )  a Development Board,  composed o f  Sec

r e t a r y  o f  the F inance  Department, the S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  development 

departments  and the C h ie f  S e cre ta ry  o f  the P r o v i n c i a l  Government

4 10

41 0 .  Waterson, A l b e r t . ............ .p .  16.

41 1 .  Papanek, Ju st  an F. P n H r f ^ ,a n ^ n t - S o n l  al  goa ls  and
n r iv a t e  i n c e n t i v e s ,  Cambridge: Harvard U n i v e r s i t y  P re ss ,  19 7,  
p . v i l l . P a k i s t a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  Planning Commission in  1953.

412.  As an economic committee of the caninet, i t  vas responsible for 
implementing the six year Development programme.

413 .  East P ak is ta n .  PxHst.an F i r s t  F iv e  Year P I ap In theory  and 
o p e r a t i o n ,  Dacca: O f f i c e r  on s p e c i a l  Duty, 1957, p . I . Tt had 
no a u th o r i ty  t o  make d e c i s i o n .  Tts  v i e v s  were merely recommen
d a t i o n s  which c o u ld  on ly  gain o f f i c i a l  s ta tu s  i f  and when 
approved by the g o v t .

4 1 4 .  T bid. . p. 5 3 .
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who vas the Chairman. The S e cr e ta ry  o f  any o th er  department cou ld  

be c o - o p t e d  when a s u b j e c t  co n ce rn in g  h i s  department was under d i s 

c u s s i o n ;  ( c )  a Planning Department, headed by a f u l l - t i m e  Development

Commissioner, acted  as the S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  the  Development B oard .415
416

The new Government which came i n t o  power in  O ctob er  1968 q u i c k l y  

demonstrated  i t s  i n t e r e s t  in  planning by s tren g th en in g  the p o s i t i o n  

o f  the c e n t r a l  p lanning o r g a n i z a t i o n  and e n la r g in g  i t s  fu n c t i  ons.Th^ 

N a t io n a l  Planning Board was renamed the Planning Commission and made 

r e s p o n s i b l e  to  the C h ie f  E x e c u t iv e .

D e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  the  planning p ro ce ss  was advocated in  thp 

F i r s t  F ive  Year P lan .  P r o v i n c i a l  governments had a g r e a te r  share in  

prep a r ing  the second plan than in  preparing  the  F i r s t  P lan.  N^verth®- 

l e s s ,  because  o f  the p r o v i n c i a l  governments '  i n a b i l i t y  t o  frame ade

quate plans and programs, the second plan l i k e  the f i r s t  was " d i s -
, ? 4 1 g

p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  the work o f  the c e n t r a l  government.  Npv dimension
419

was added t o  planning by the i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  B as ic  Democracies .  The 

pyramid c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a l l  o f  f i v e  ascending l e v e l s  o f  c o u n c i l s  namnly 

union c o u n c i l , t h a n a  or  t e h s i l  c o u n c i l ,  d i s t r i c t  c o u n c i l ,  d i v i s i o n a l

41 5 .  Pakistan  N a t io n a l  Planning Board.  The F i r s t  F iv e -Y e a r  Pl.an.1 
p .9 8 .  See a l so  Waterson, A l b e r t .  Planning i n  P a k i s t a n . . .  p. 28.

4 1 6 .  Twenty years  o f  Pakistan 1 9 4 7 -6 7 . Karach i :  Pakistan  P u b l i c a t i o n s  
1967, pp. VT-VTT.

417 .  P a k is ta n .  Planning Commission, The Second F iv e  Year P lan ,  p . 93 .

41 8 .  P ak is ta n .  Planning Commission. The Second F ive  Year Plan.t p .T T I .

41 9 .  B a s ic  Democracy Order ,  the G azette  o f  Pakistan  E%traord1n_agY., 
O ctob er  27. 1959. See a l s o .  Mahmood, A f z a l .  BasLc.._De.roo c r a c j p g,, 
Lahore :  A l l  Pakistan  Legal  D e c i s i o n s ,  1964, p . 8.

t
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c o u n c i l  and p r o v i n c i a l  Development Advisory  C o u n c i ls  was g iven  the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  Planning at each l e v e l . 420But they were n o t  supp

l i e d  w ith  t e c h n i c a l  aid w ithout  which they  co u ld  not  produce o r  

c a r r y  ou t  u s e f u l  p r o j e c t s ,  programmes o r  p la n s .

Tn t h i s  way during  Pakistan ru le  from 1947 t o  1970 d i f f e r e n t  

p lann ing  ag enc ies  were c re a te d  at d i f f e r e n t  tiroes i n  d i f f e r e n t  

names with  d i f f e r e n t  powers. In  some cases  d i f f e r e n t  p lanning agen

c i e s  were g iven  the some t i t l e .  While some were c r e a te d  and then 

a b o l i s h e d /a b s o r b e d  i n t o  o ther  o r g a n is a t i o n  or r e c o n s t i t u t e d .  As 

such f o r  easy  understanding  the f o l l o w in g  ch a r t  i s  g iven  b e l o w : -  

P ak istan  C entra l  Planning Agencies

E a r ly
Planning
P e t i o d

No.

1

P er iod

1948-50

2.  1948-58

3 .  1948-50

4 .  1951-57

5 .  1951-56

Agency

Development
Board

M in i s t r y  o f
Economic
A f f a i r s

Planning 
Advisory  
Bo ard

Planning
Commission

Economic
C ounci l

purpose

The f i r s t  planning 
body .

Coordinated  planning 
a c t i v i t i e s  and acted 
as p lanning s e c r e t a 
r i a t  to  v a r io u s  p l a 
nning b o d i e s .

Advisory  and p u b l i c  
r e l a t i o n s  body during 
P a k is ta n ’ s e a r l y  plan
n ing  p e r i o d .

Reviewed p r o j e c t s  be 
f o r e  submission to  
h ig h er  a u t h o r i t y .

Aneconomic committee 
o f  the Cabinet respon 
s i b l e  f o r  implementing 
the Six  Year Develop
ment Programme.

420 .  T b l d . . PP. 2 0 -2 7 .  See a l s o .  Tnayat U l la h .  B a sic  Dggosg a g le s . :  
ni gt-.-H rtf, A dm inistrat ion  and Developm ent. Peshwar: Pakistan 
Academy f o r  Rural Development, n . d . ,  p p . 3 7 -4 8 .
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F i r s t  Plan 
P e r io d

*

Second
Plan
P e r io d

6 . 1953-58

7 .  1956-58

8.  1956-58

9.  1957

10. 1958

11. 1958-59

12. 1958-

P1 anni ng 
Board

Economic 
Committee o f  
the Cabinet

Nation a l  
Economic 
C oun ci l

Development 
Working Party

G overnors ' 
Conference

N a t i o n a l  
Planning 
Board

Planning
Commission

E s ta b l i s h e d  t o  
the F i r s t  F ive  
P lan .

prepare 
Ye ar

The name g iven  t o  the 
Economic C o u n c i l (N o ,5) 
vhen the N a t ion a l  Eco
nomic Counci l  (No.8)was 
e s t a b l i s h e d .

Created a f t e r  adopt ion  
o f  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1956 
as the h ig h e s t  economic  
body in  P ak is tan .  Appro
ved the F i r s t  Plan.

The Central  body which 
reviewed p r o j e c t s  and 
programs.

H ighest  p o l i c y  making 
body i n  the c o u n tr y .

The name given t o  the 
Planning Board t o  di s -  
t i n g u i s h  i t  from the 
East Pakistan  Planning 
Board e s t a b l l  shed in  
1957.

Replaced  the N a t ion a l  
Planning Board (No. 11)

13. 1959-62 Econonic  
Committee o f  
the Cabinet

S uccessor  t o  a d e v e lo p 
ment committee p r e v io u s ly  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by the  M a r t i  a
1 Law Government,

14.  1959-62 Economic
C ounci l

E s ta b l i sh e d  by th*3 Mar
t i a l  Lay Government as 
the c o u n t r y ’ s supreme 
economic  body.

15. 1959-61 P r o j e c t s  
D iv i s i  on

P ro g re ss in g  agency.

16. 1961- Planning 
D iv i s i  on

The a l t e r n a te  name f o r  
the Planning Commissi on 
(N o .12) a f t e r  i t  was 
made a part o f  the Pre
s i d e n t ' s  S e c r e t a r i a t .  
"Commission" and " D i v i s i 
on"  were us^d in te r c h a n 
g e a b ly .
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17 . 1962 Economic
P o l i c y
C o o rd in a t io n
Committee

One o f  t « o  Committees 
■which succeeded the 
1959-62 Economic Commi
t t e e  o f  the Cabinet  
(No. 1 3 ) .  Reviewed e con o 
mic p o l i c i e s  and oversaw 
t h e i  r  i  mp3teme n t  ati o n . 
A bo l ished  soon a f t p r  i t  
was c r e a t e d .

18. 1962- E xecut ive  
Committee o f  
the N a t iona l  
Economic 
Counci l

The second o f  th® two 
Committees which s u cc 
eeded the 1959-62 Eco
nomic Committee o f  the 
Cabinet (No. I P ) .Appro
ved p r o j e c t s .

19. 1962-

20 .  1965-

N a t io n a l
Economic
C ounci l

The s u c c e s s o r  o f  the 
1959-62 Economic Counci l  
(No. 1 4 ) .

The N a t iona l  Economic 
C ounc i l  approved in  
December 1966. Third  F ivr  
Year P la n (1965 -70 )  v h ich  
was presented  by the 
planning  commission .

21. The Fourth F iv e  Year 
Plan was approved by 
the  N a t ion a l  Economic 
C oun c i l  on June 2, 1970.
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O rg a n iz a t io n  f o r  planning and implementation  i n  P ak istan  in  

1962 vas as under
_  [p r e s i d e n t! —G o v e r n o r s ' ' 

C onference  i
— _  Cabinet

[National Economic C ounci l

Economic P o l i c y  
C o o rd in a t ion  Committee

-Executive Committee o f  
the NEC

PRESI DENT' S SECRETARIAT

S ta te s  & F r o n t i e r  
R eg ions  D iv i s i o n

Establ ishment
D iv i s i o n

Planning D iv i s i o n  
(P lanning Commi

s s i o n )
" — r - _

Centra l  Development 
v ork in g  party

Economic 
A f f a i r s  
Div1 si on

Cabinet 
Divi  si or

Finance  M in i s t r y Central  S t a t i s t i c a l  
O f f i c e

C entra l  M i n i s t r i e s  
Planning C e l l s

Centra l  Departments 
Planning C e l l s

P r o v i n c i a l  Planning and 
Development Departments

P r o v i n c i a l  Development 
Vorking P a r t i e s .

Other P r o v i n c i a l  Departments 
Planning C e l l s .

Note: Broken lin es  shov advisory or indirect relationship: so lid  lin es  
shov d irect supervisory relation ship .
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The e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  v i a b l e  Planning machinery In  Pakistan 

was tak ing  much l o n g e r  time than -was e x p e c t e d .  F a s t e r  p rogress  

might have been a t ta in e d  with  a d i f f e r e n t  techn iq ue  o r  approach, 

but  even  at b e s t  i t  would have taken a lon g  time to  c r e a t e  an i n d i 

genous and smoothly f u n c t i o n in g  Planning o r g a n i z a t i o n .  P a k is ta n 's  

e x p e r ie n ce  s t r o n g l y  suggested  that  o th e r  c o u n t r i e s  a l s o  would r e q u i re  

* t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  o v e r  many years  i f  s u c c e s s f u l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r

plann ing  and implementing development were t o  be c r e a t e d .

The above stidy o f  the planning ag enc ies  i n  P ak istan  from its_  

v e r y  c r e a t i o n  shows that  one change a f t e r ^ o t h e r  o c c u r r e d  as frequen

t l y  as p o s s i b l e .  Ho s i n g l e  mechanism or  agency could  e f f i c i e n t l y  

f u n c t i o n  f o r  t h i s  or  th a t  re a s o n .  P o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  rap id  changes 

c o n t r i b u t e d  most probab ly  g r e a t l y  to  the f a i l u r e  or  change i n  the 

change o f  mechanisms. The above study fu r t h e r  showed th a t  govern

* ment~~machineries were f l u c t u a t i n g  and changing f o r  t h i s  o r  that

r e a s o n .  This  k ind o f  r a p id  changes hampered the r e a l  cause o f  planning. 

As a r e s u l t  we f in d  that  the  f i r s t  p lan c o u ld  not  be pu b l ish ed  i n  

t im e .  The e f f e c t  o f  a l l  these  changes were a lso  r e f l e c t e d  i n  the 

l a c k  o f  f u l l  implementat ion  o f  the p la n s .  I t  i s  v i s i b l e  from the 

p lann ing  a g e n c ie s  i n  a l l  the  three  plans i n c l u d i n g  the f o u r th  that  

no agency or  machinery was s e t  up f o r  planning development o f  l ib ra r ies  

. i n  the then P ak is ta n .  As the planning Commission was n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e

to  the p e o p l e ,  i t  d id  n o t  r a t i o n a l l y  c o n s i d e r  the f i e l d s  f o r  deve

lopment.
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CHAPTER: FIVE

PLANS FOR DEVELOlyENT OF LIBRARIES AFTER EMERGENCE

First Five Year Pl«n(1973-8C0
The Fourth Five Yew Plan though very significant in the h is 

tory o f  library development in the then Pakistan including the lfnd 

comprising Bangladesh vas handicapped and obstructed right frou its  

year o f  beginning as the years 1970 and 1971 ver* characterised by 

p o lit ic a l  upheavals, agitations in the educational in stitutions,

■ ass revolts , and lack o f  unity between the tvo vings o f  Pakistan.

No substantial development could happen in the field  o f  libraries  

for th , . f o r -s .I d  factors. Moreover the Plan railed to b , l . p W n t « a

vith the Emergence o f  Bangladesh in 1971. The Lib®rat1on var damaged 

many library buildings, many books vere lo s t ,  library services vere 

disrupted. With the birth o f  Bangladesh people being inspired vith  

nev hopes and aspirations for building the country in a nev vay 

started vritlng on problems o f  Libraries in Dailies,, journals etc . In 

1972-73, almost every day, more than one article on library develop

ment vas readab le  ̂in the Dailies written mainly by librarians. After 

Liberation the sudden and unprecedented expansion o f  education in

the form o f  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  nev educational i n ^ i t u t i o n s ^ s c h o o l s ^ ^
, - ' 'V'

and colleges including high enrolment/demanded development o f  l ib 

raries both in private and public sectors.

Planning Commission o f  the Government of People’ s Republic of  

Bangladesh prepared a Plan for reconstruction and development of  

economy taking into account the inescapable, social and economic 

r e a lit ie s  o f  Bangladesh. The Plan charted a course for the nation 

for the Five-Year 1973-1975?*
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Objectives

The basic objectives o f  the Plan wero:-

1. To reduce proverty, 2. to continue and complete the vork o f re

construction, 3 , to increase the rate o f  growth o f  G.D.R. to at l*ast  

5 .5  per annum, thus appreciably exceeding the rate o f  growth o f  popu

lation , 4 .  to expand the output o f  essential consumption items, 5 . to 

arrest the rising trends in general price le v e l, 6 . to increase p-r 

capita income at the modest rate of 2 .5 .  p-r cent p-r annum. 7. to 

consolidate the gains made so far in the so c ia lis t ic  transformation 

o f  Bangladesh, 8 . to reduce the dependence on foreign aid through 

mobilisation o f  domestic resources and promotion of se lf -r e l ia n c * , 9. 

to transform the institutional and technological base of agriculture,

10. to lay the groundwork for an ambitious programme o f  population 

planning and control. 11. to accelerate the rate o f  development expen

diture and 12. to ensure a wide and equitable diffusion o f Income and 

employment opportunities throughout Bangladesh. 1

The educational objectives of the First Five Year Plan were framed 

within the sp ir it  o f  the following ob je ctiv es :-  1. Education must be 

responsive to the specific requirements o f  the nation. Tt must have 

relevance to future vork and l i f e .  2 . The system should produce, whether 

through formal or non-formal education a cadre o f  skilled manpower 

required for development needs o f the country. 3. All citizens should 

have an inherent right to a minimum level of education and b* able to 

receive i t  at any age convenient to the*. 4 . Educational fa c i l i t ie s  

o f  a basic minimum standard w ill  be made available to a l l  s#ats of  

learning. 5. Education broadly viewed, must be able to enrich the

1. Bangladesh. Planning Commission. The First Five, Year Plan (1973-78.1, 
PP. 9 -10 .
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cultural attainments o f  the people ...

The Plan vas prepared within a y*ar and a h a lf  o f  the Liberation of
Bangladesh. I t  vas unusual for a country to prepare a Five Year National

Development Plan vlthln such a short tine. Tn the case o f  Bangladesh, 

i t  vas specially so because there vas n© planning machinery in the 

country at the time o f Liberation, nor comprehensive and reliable  

data on a l l  aspects o f  the economy vere available. The govt, decided 

to launch the Five-Year Plan at an early date because the Govt, fe lt  

the urgent need to provide a sense o f  direction and determine the order

o f  priorities vithin the framework o f  vhich coherent and consistent
■a

policies and programmes could be formulated.

Bangladesh inherited a poor, undiversified economy, characterised 

by an underdeveloped infrastructure, stagnant agriculture and a r*pidly  

groving population. She suffered from years o f  colonial exploitation

and missed opportunities o f  in itiative  and enterprise. Superimposed on 

a l l  these vere the effects  o f  the var of Liberation, vhich caused

serious damage to physical infr as true tion, dislocation In managerial
and organisational apparatus and disruption in established external 

trading relationship. The First Five Year Plan, therefore, vas built  

on such foundations.^

Tn the Plan in chapter XTV under Education and Manpover there ^  
vas the allocation o f  2 .5  crores o f  Taka for the development o f Lib

raries and 2 crores for Archives and Museums.^ While mentioning about 
libraries the Plan stated "development o f Library fa c i l i t ie s  vi 11 form

2

2. Bangladesh. Planning Commission. The First Five Year Plan (1973-7RV , 
P. 446.

3 . I b i d . , P. TTI.

4 . I b id . ,  P.TX.

5 . I b id . ,  P. 449. Table XTV-2. Education and Training. Financial Allo
cation and breakdovn of costs by sub-sections.
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an important component o f  cur education programmes. E fficient library 

service w ill  be designed to supplement a ll  stages and levels of edu

cation. Library fa c i l i t ie s  are at present grossly inadequate and 

illorganised. Beading habits among the members o f  the public including 

students are declining due to the non-availability o f  books and peri

odicals in su ffic ient numbers. New programmes v i l l  ensure reorgani

sation and remodelling o f  the existing libraries and setting up of new

ones In areas where such fa c i l i t ie s  are needed. School and college  

libraries v i l l  be improved. Mobile libraries w ill  be introduced on 

an experimental b a s is .”®

In connection with development programme for college education,
7

the Plan gave stress on the provision o f  library f a c i l i t ie s .  But no

thing specific  vas stated, ^ven during the period o f  national Ins

t a b i l i t y ,  socia l unrest and economic crises the planners gave empha

s i s ,  whatsoever in the development o f  libraries though not adequate 

in view of necessity.

The formulation o f  proposals for library

In 1973 Education  D e p t . ,  Govt, o f  the P e o p le ' s  R epu b l ic  of  

Bangladesh ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  a Committee In terms ©f the government o rder  

b e a r in g  No. SX /TT-1 7 /7 3 / 4 0 0 3 ( 9 ) 8 dated 3 .1 0 .7 3  f o r  fo rm ula t ion  of  

p ro p o s a ls ^  for improvement and development o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in  the 

c o u n t r y .  Members in c lu d e d  in  t h i s  Committee were m ost ly  the r e p r e s e 

n t a t i v e s  o f  major L ib r a r i e s  o f  the country  plus a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f

6 . I b i d . ,  P .484 .

7 .  I b i d . ,  P .466.

8 . F i l e d  in  S p or ts  and C ulture  M i n i s t r y ’ s f i l e  No. 1 1 -1 7 /7 3 .

9 . Bangladesh Publ ic  L ibrary  survey .  F in a l  R eport .  volumeJT, Parker, 
J .  Stephen,  1979, P. 51 .
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the Planning Commission and the Joint Secretary, Ministry o f  Cultural 

Affairs and Sports acted as i t s  chairman. 10 This was indeed a very 

timely decision. In the f i r s t 11neeting o f  the Committee i t  was unani

mously decided that a comprehensive Plan for the development of lib 

raries in Bangladesh and various sectors v iz .  national, public, aca

demic, school, college, and special libraries would be prepared. 

Separate sub-Committees1  ̂ were formed for the purpose. Tt was also

* resolved that proposed Plans should provide complete suggestion in

respect o f  establishment, development and f u l l1*̂ flow o f money. The

sub-committees were requested to submit their Plans within a period 

o f  one month from 10th October 1973. Later on a co-ordinating14 sub

committee was formed for co-ordinating the formulation o f Plans by 

the sub-committees. The coordinating sub-committee vas requested to 

finalize  in shortest possible time, the preparation of the co-ordinated 

comprehensive scheme for the development o f library and library ser- 

 ̂ vices in the project 15 evolution form. Tn a n o th erm eetin g  the

sub-committees were requested to recast their schemes on the proposed
17lines and allocation.

10. Ib id .

11. Proforma for Development project; Development of.Gpv t , P̂ ibl i^  
Libraries in Bangladesh during the FFYP. 1S73-74-1977, , Planning 
Commissionj 1976, P.4 .

12. op .c i t . 9 .

13. 0 p.c l t . 11.

14. 0_£. c l t .9-PP. 10, 51.

15. 0 p .c l t . 12.

16. Op.c i t . 11. See also  Parker Report... P. 51.

17. Oj). c i t .  9 , P. 51. The allocation was not based on any Planning.
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Tn another meeting the committee considered the schemes prepared 

in the light of the proposed lin e 1® and allocation by the public l ib 

rary sub-committee only. The other sub-committees did not submit any 

scheme. Tt was decided in that meeting that a scheme for training of  

undergraduate librarians would be prepared and managed by the Director 

o f  Public Instruction. The DPT (ADPT) library was requested to prepare 

the fin a l "scheme for the Development o f  library and library services 

in Bangladesh1,20in the project evaluation form in required number of

copies and to take steps towards its  submission to the Planning Commi

ssion. The main Committee recommended a comprehensive scheme comprising 

seven groups o f  projects. "Group-T included the Central Public Library, 

Dhaka, the Chittagong, Khulna and Rajshahi Public Libraries, Group-TT 

included ton d is tr ic t  libraries for general development and five for 

special development, and Group-ITT included 36 the then existing sub- 

divisional libraries and seven new ones. Group-TV consisted o f  the 

provision o f  library training fa c i l i t ie s  and Group-V included five 

special and research lib raries . Group-TT included 63 thana libraries  

and Group-VTT, four rural library Pilot Projects" . 21 The proposed 

programme was thus heavily biased towards Public Library development 

and ct made no noticeable provision for the development o f  academic 

libraries and special lib raries . Tt may be stated that the Public Lib

rary development programmes could not be made much headway due to 

paucity o f  fund and lack o f administrative arrangements. The pace of  

development was very slow. As a result no adequate public library

services could be given.

315

18. 0 p.c l t . 11.

19. J b id .

20. I b i d .

f 2 1 . 0_£. c i t .  9 , P. 52.
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The schemes contained important items for the developm-nt o f  

Public Libraries in Bangladesh. But the scheme vas onesided. I t  gave 

emphasis on construction o f  building only, the service side vas not 

given due consideration. This vas the fundamental defect o f  the scheme. 

The schemes did not contain anything for the effective public Library 

service. Tt is  observed from the above that members o f  the sub-conmi- 

ttees except public library sub-committee did not submit sch*ra»s.Tt 

vas a clear sign of carelessness on the part o f  librarians o f  Bangla

desh in respect o f  library development.

In 1974 the Planning Commission divided the Library Development

Project into tvo groups. The f ir s t  group covered the high priority
22projects,vhich could be implemented during the Plan period. These 

vere the rehousing o f  the Central Public Library, the construction of  

a nev building for Chittagong Public Library, the establishment o f  

government public library at Rajshahi, the development o f  fifteen  dis

t r ic t  public lib ra ries , the establishment of four rural library pilot
23

projects and the establishment of a Library Training Institute at Dhaka. 

The proposed f i r s t  group gave emphasis on public library development.

The second group Included projects of lover priority to be taken up 

for implementation later on.

National Library

"Delivery of Books and Nevspaper Branch, Central Library o f  Pakls-
24tan, Dhaka, vas the beginning o f  the National Library o f  Bangladesh. 

Programmes vere taken to develop the same into a full-fledged National 

Library o f  Bangladesh.

22. o£. c i t .  9 , P.52.

23. o £ .c i t .  9 , PP. 52-53.
24. Directorate o f Archives and Libraries. Combined scheme of the 

National Library and National Archives o f  Bangladesh. (Code No. 
110-021-0901-1976), P.3 .
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The Committee stated earlier also recommended the establishment

• f  a National Library at a cost o f  Tk. 25.00 lakh in i t s  meeting o f
2526th Nov. 1972. A scheme prepared by the Director of Archives and 

Libraries for Tk. 80.00 lakhs and approved by the Ministry o f  Educa

tio n , Culture26 and Sports was recast for Tk. 27.77 on the basis o f  

the comments o f  the Planning Commission.2*̂ The scheme contained the 

idea o f  housing the National Archives in the same building. But i t  

was not agreed by the Director. So a separate project for National 

Achives vas processed. The project for the establishment o f  National 

Library o f  Bangladesh vas fin ally  approved by the Planning Commission 

on 30-10-1976 .28 The location o f  the project was Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, 

Dhaka. The sponsoring and executing/operation and maintainance autho

rity  o f  project was Cultural Affairs and Sports Division, Ministry of  

Education and Director o f  Archives and Libraries respectively. Tk. 

5 .0 0 (L .C .) ,  Tk. 21.42 (L .C .) ,  Tk. 10 (L .C .) ,  Tk. 0 .76  (L.C.) and Tk.

0 .20  (L.C.) and Tk. 0 .30  (P . 'S . ) were allocated in the scheme f©r deve- 

lepaent o f  land, construction o f  building, o ffice  equipnrnt (Typewriter) 

furniture and books respectively. 29 Tk. 7.50 lakhs only w*re released 

out o f  the to ta l  revised approved cost of Tk. 27.77 lakhs. Tk. 4.50  

lakhs were spent for development o f  land, foundation stone and so i l  

t e s t .  Tk. 3 .00  lakhs vere spent for Architect's fee . 30 TheS* '-'ftro 

tho only noticeable development o f  the Project. The project cost vas 

to ta lly  u nrealistic . So n© physical work could be undertaken during 

tho Plan. The project was revised and taken up in the Two Year Plan.

25. ttast Pakistan Library Development Committee Report ,  1969, P. 12.

26. Source: Cultural Affairs Division.

27. Tbld.
28. Administrative Approval No. LB/TN-15/114 C and S. Tt 6 .12 .76  of  

the Cultural Affairs and Sports Division.

29. Directorate o f Archives and Libraries. 'SastabllshT»ent of the 
National Library of Bangladesh(1973-78)..

30 . Source : Cultural Affairs Division.
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The public library development vas given emphasis in the Plan.

Out o f  Tk. 2 .5  crores in the Plan allocation, Tk. 214.63 lakhs vere . 

allocated for the public library development. Tn viev of high Infla

tion after the publication o f  the Plan only tv© projects namely deve

lopment o f  public libraries (non-govt.) project No. T and development 

o f  public libraries (Govt.) project No. 2 vere taken up for implemen

tation vithin the severly limited resources.

Development o f  non-govt, public libraries-Project No.T

The project? 1 approved on 30 .4 .76  for Tk. 58.00 lakhs for the 

financial year 1973-74 to 1977-78 aimed at establishing a netvork of  

public library system and to expand library education. The target of  

project vas to develop 15 d is tr ic t  headquarter public lib raries , to 

establish Library Training Institute and to develop rural library ser

vices in four Divisions as p ilot projects. Five d is tr ic t  llbrarl® vere 

allocated (each at the rate o f  Tk. 5 .00 lakhs) Tk. 25.00 lakhs, Tk.5.00  

lakhs vere to be spent in the vay: Tk. 3 .50 lakhs for construction,

Tk. 0 .75 lakh for furniture and fittin gs and Tk. 0 .75  lakh for books. 

But Tk, 16.00 lakhs only vere spent. Another group o f  10 d is tr ic t  non- 

govt. public libraries (each 2 .5  lakhs) vere allocated 25.00 lakhs.

The grant vas directed to be spent for construction vork, furniture, 

equipment, books and periodicals. But only Tk. 15.00 lakhs vere spent 

in the Plan period. Tk. 3 .00  lakhs vere granted for the establishment 

o f  Training Institute at Dhaka. But Tk. 2.065 only vere utilized  during 

the FFYP. Tk. 5 .00  lakhs vere allocated for the establishment o f  4 

Pilot Projects for rural library services (Tk. 3 .40 lakhs for books, 

Tk.0*60 lakh for furniture and equipment, Tk. 0 .40 lakh for repairing,

31. Directorate ©f Education. Development o f  Public Libraries, (non-govt.)  
in Bangladesh Project No. I (1973-19781.
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Tk. 0 .60  lakh for contingencies, Tk. 0.60 lakhs for rickshaw vans,

2 for each library . But Tk. 1.935 lakh only was utilized  during the 

FFYP. Thus we find that out o f  to ta l allocation o f  Tk. 58 lakhs only 

Tk. 35.50 lakhs were actually spent. The rest Tk. 14.50 lakhs remained 

unspent mainly due to lack o f  proper care and attention by concerned 

Govt, machinery in the absence o f  planning agencies for library deve

lopment. As such no tranglble progress could be noticed. The project

was therefore included in the TYP.

The project32 No. 2 approved on 14.6 .77 was for the financial 

year 1973-74 to 1977-78. Its  tota l cost was Tk. 71.00 lakhs (including 

5.50 lakhs In F .C .) .  Its  fundamental aim was to establish a well or

ganised network o f  public libraries in the country. Tt had three sub- 

pr.Jects naaely Sub-project F-Rehabilitatlon o f  Bangladesh Central 

Public Library ( t . t a l  cost 34.00 lakhs), Sub-project G-Developmert . f  

Chittagong Public Library, (19 lakhs), Sub-Project I -S a s t .b H s h i .a t  . f  

Rajshahi Public Library (to ta l  cost Tk. 18.00 lakhs).
Central Public Llbrarv-Rehabllltat l o n ^ :  Sub-proJect-F.

After handing over the library to the university of Dhaka in 1961, 

the project was taken up in 1968 when the foundation stone of the 

library was laid at Shahbagh. As no physical progress was achieved 

during the Pakistan Rule, the work was taken up in the project. The 

to ta l  non-recurring cost o f  the project was Tk. 34.00 lakhs. Tk.24.00  

lakhs were allocated during 1976-77 for building. Tk. 3 .00

lakhs (1976-77) and Tk. 2 .00 lakhs (1977-78) were allocated for fur

niture and f i t t in g s .  Tk. 5 .00  lakhs (Tk. 3 .00 lakhs for 1976-77 and

32. D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  E d u ca t ion .
In Bangladesh Proj ect No.!? (\97g-78Jj.

33 . I b i d . ,  P .8 .
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Tk. 2 ,0 0  lakhs f o r  1977-79) were a l l o c a t e d  f o r  books and j o u r n a l s .

The r e c u r r in g  c o s t  o f  the p r o j e c t  was Tk, 12 ,28 lakhs (Tk. 8 ,5 8  lakhs

f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a f f ,  Tk. 0 .7 0  lakh f o r  c o n t i n g e n c i e s  and Tk. 3 .0 0
34

lakhs f o r  books  and j o u r n a l s ) .  Five a d d i t i o n a l  posts  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p e rso n n e l  in c l u d in g  the C h i e f  L ib ra r ia n  o f  the N a t i o n a l  grade ITT (the  

then e x i s t i n g  4 ) ,  29 a d d i t i o n a l  posts  o f  s u b - p r o f e s s i o n a l  p ersonn e l  

( th e  then e x i s t i n g  1 8 ) ,  s i x  a d d i t i o n a l  c l e r i c a l  s t a f f  ( the  then e x i s t i n g  

9 ) ,  12 a d d i t i o n a l  s k i l l e d  workers ( the  then e x i s t i n g  4 ) ,  15 a d d i t i o n a l  

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  menials  ( the  then e x i s t i n g  9 ) , and 11 a d d i t i o n a l  c o n t l -  

gency m enia ls  ( the  then e x i s t i n g  8) were proposed in  the scheme.35Thus

the l i b r a r y  had 52 posts  in  t o t a l  b e f o r e  the adoption o f  the scheme 

which proposed  a d d i t i o n a l  78 p o s t s .

Though the p r o j e c t  c o s t  was 34 .00  la k h s ,  Tk. 14 ,46  o n ly  were spent 

d u r ing  the Plan p e r io d  from J u ly  1973 to  June 1978. The r e s t  o f  Tk.

1 9 ,54  lakhs remained unspent» 75% o f  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  work was comple

t e d  (some p ro g re s s  was made b e f o r e  emergence o f  B an g ladesh , )

D e v e lo pment o f  C h it tagon g  P ub l ic  L ib ra ry 3  ̂ Sub-pro.1ect-G ^

Tt was the p r o j e c t  f o r  n o n - r e c u r r in g  Tk. 19 ,00  l a k h s , 'T k .  3 ,0 0

lakhs were a l l o c a t e d  u r in g  the f i s c a l  year  1976-77 fo r  purchase o f  

land (3 a c r e s ) .  Tk. 12 .00  lakhs were a l l o c a t e d  (T k .8 .0 0  lakhs f o r  

1976-77 and Tk. 4 .0 0  lakhs f o r  1977-78) f o r  b u i ld i n g  (T s t  phase 9 ,600 

s f t ,  in  the ground f l o o r ) .  Tk. 2 ,0 0  lakhs (Tk, 1 .00  f o r  1976-77 and 

Tk, 1 ,00  lakh f o r  1977-78) were a l l o c a t e d  f o r  f u r n i t u r e ,  equipment 

and books r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The r e c u r r i n g  exp en d iture  o f  Tk. 1 .88  lakhs ,  

1 .0 0  lakh and 0 .2 0  lakh f o r  the f i n a n c i a l  year  1976-77 and 1977-78

3 4 .  I b i d . . P. 15.

35 .  I b i d . ,  PP. 11 -14 ,

3 6 .  I b i d , , P. 19,
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were granted for additional s t a f f ,  books (journals) and contingency
37respectively. Additional manpower strength approved in this project 

was one post o f  Assistant Librarian (the then existing one post of  

Librarian o f  National grade V), four posts of sub-professional per

sonnel (the then existing 8) ,  one post of care-taker, three skilled  

workers (the then existing 3 ) ,  five M.L.S.S. (the then existing 4) 

and five contingency Menials. Before this project the library had

24 posts in to ta l .  I t  approved 19 additional posts. No physical pro

gress was made during the plan period.

Establishment o f  Rajshahl Public Librarv-Sub pro.1ect-T

The cost o f  the project was Tk. I8 .0038lakhs (non-recurring) 

and 0 .67  lakhs (recurring). I t  was the project for 1976-77 and 1977-78. 

Tk. 11.00 lakhs, Tk. 5.00 lakhs and Tk. 2.00 lakhs were allocated for

construction o f building, books and furniture respectively. The raan- 
39power strength approved in this project was similar to that of  

Chittagong Public Library. At that time there was no sanctioned man

power. The manpower approved was: one post o f  Assistant Librarian, 

four posts o f  sub-professional personnel, one post o f  care taker, 

three skilled workers,five M.L.S.S. and five contingency menials.

Some construction work was made during the Plan period. The imple

mentation work o f  the project was continued in the TyP. The manpower 

strength o f the project was not properly planned. The approval o f

only one post o f  Assistant Librarian for a library situated at the 
Divisional Head quarter was nothing but down grading the position o f

the Library.

37. I b i d . , pp. 17-18.

38. I b id . , pp.21-22.

39. Ibid. ,H>22-23.
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In this Plan Tk. 50.00 lakhs -wore the estimated cost for the 

development o f  National Archives. Tk. 8.90 lakhs were spent in the 

Plan period (from July 1973-June 1978) for acquiring and developing 

the land. Thus ve can summarise that in the four projects stated 

above Tk. 2 0 6 .0 0 ^  lakhs vere approved. Out o f this amount the tota l  

expenditure during the Plan period from July 1973 to June 1978 for 

a l l  the projects vas Tk. 75.06 lakhs only. This is  the clear proof 

o f  the slow‘d  development o f  libraries in Bangladesh.

From the above i t  is observed that the progress o f  development 

in respect o f  public libraries including the development of National 

Library and National Archives vas not satisfactory . Tt vas partly due 

to lack o f  library development agency. The Ministry o f  Education did 

not take prompt and timely action for the formulation of schemes.The

librarians who vere the members o f  the subcommittees except Public 

Library did not shov their interest in development by promptly su

pplying the schemes. The government machineries vere veak as the to ta l  

project cost could not be u tilised  for the purpose o f  library develop

ment.

The Plan vas started from July 1973. Whereas the development o f l  _ 

Public Libraries (Non-govt.) project No. T vas approved on 30 .4 .76  

and the Development o f  Public Libraries (govt.) project No. 2 vas \ 
approved on 14 .6 .7 7 . Thus there vas undue delay In approving the 

projects by the appropriate authority and as a result the projects 

could not be completed vithin the First Plan Period and as such the 

development o f  libraries in the country vas delayed. One of the 

Important factors behind this delay vas the handling o f  library

4 0 .  S ou rce :  C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s  D i v i s i o n .

41. Ifald.
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development projects by non-libr ari ans or persons having no training 

and idea about the art o f  libraries . The entire problems vas handled 

by the b uneaucrats. The manpover strength o f the Bangladesh Central 

Public Library, the appex organisation o f the country vas not sa tis 

factory from the stand point o f  volume o f heavy resp on sib ilities .

The number o f  posts vas iri^addquate and the positipn o f  the posts 

vas not properly graded keeping in view the high responsibilities  

performed by them. •

The Plan did not make any provision for coordination among the 

govt, divisional libraries and Central Public Library, Allocation 

o f  fund for library development vhich vas not adequate vas made vith -  

out making any survey of library needs. This retarded grovth was 

mainly due to veak govt, implementation agencies for the projects, 

lack o f  strong enthusiasm among librarians, lack o f popular interest^ 

lack of interest among the social and p o litica l leaders and presence 

o f  socio-economic unrest.

Report o f  the Bangladesh Education Commission. 1974

Education Commissions/Committees set up right from 1947 failed  

to remove the d i f f ic u lt ie s  o f  the British-oriented education system 

prevalent in this area and remodel i t  to meet the socio-economic 

needs o f  the country. So the nev govt, o f  Bangladesh like the pre

vious ones also desired educational reforms in the light of the then 

existing situation.

One o f  the after effects  o f  the Emergence o f  Bangladesh vas, 

unexpected grovth o f  schools and colleges in every nook and corner 

vithout plans and programmes. Standard o f  education suddenly decre

ased. Discipline among educational institutions vas almost n i l .  

Students adapted unfair means from incrLminatoi'^, documents having  

no regards for teachers and elders.
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So in  the second year  e f  the F i r s t  Five Year Plan ,  when the 

e co n o m ic ,  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  were in g rea t  c o n fu s io n  

and t u r m o i l ,  the government o f  the P e o p le ' s  R epu b l ic  o f  Bangladesh,  

formed by Aw ami League appointed  in  the midst o f  so many unsurmoun- 

t a b l e  d i f f i c u l t !  , « s , both  i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l ,  the N a t i o n a l  Edu

c a t i o n  Commission on 26th J u ly  1972, ' t o  remove the v a r io u s  d e f e c t s  

and d i f f i c u l t i e s  f a c in g  e d u c a t i o n ,  to  frame g u id e l i n e s  and standards

f o r  making a w e l l o r g a n i s e d  n a t i o n  and to  s tren g th en  the country  with
42modern e d u ca t io n  system and e f f i c i e n t  working s p i r i t . '

The Prime M in i s t e r  o f  the f o u n t r y  in  h i s  inaugura l  address o f  

the  Commission re q u es ted  the members * to  frame a new system o f  edu

c a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  f o r  the c r e a t i o n  o f  the long  c h e r is h e d  s o c i a l i s t i c

s o c i e t y . He a lso  reques ted  the Commission to  recommend a pragmatic 

system o f  e d u ca t i o n  which w i l l  b r in g  e f f e c t i v e  changes in  the system
An

o f  e d u ca t io n  in  the long  r u n ' .  The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  e d u ca t io n  accord ing  

t o  the Commission were s ta te d  as f o l l o w s :  "E d u ca t io n a l  system i s  an 

instrum ent f o r  m a t e r i a l i s i n g  the hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  a n a t io n  

and to  e s t a b l i s h  the s o c i e t y  f o r  the fu t u r e .  The main aim and o b j e c t i v e  

o f  our e d u c a t i o n a l  system i s  to  c r e a t e  i n c e n t i v e  in  the l i f e  o f t h e  

peop le  o f  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  s o c i e t y  f o r  understanding  the i m p o r t a n c e  # f  

b a s i c  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  to  c re a te  a b i l i t y  fo r  understanding and s o l v i n g  

various problem s,  to  c r e a t e  i n s p i r a t i o n  among people  f o r  the c r e a t i o n  

o f  d e s i r e d  new s o c i a l i s t i c  s o c i e t y ,  to ensure the r e a l i s a t i o n  and
44m a t e r i a l i s a t i o n  o f  four  s t a t e  p r i n c i p l e s  in a l l  s ta ges  o f  education!?

4 2 .  Bangladesh.  Bangladesh Education  Commission Report  1974. P . l .

4 3 .  I b i d . . PP. 1 -2 .

4 4 .  I b i d . ,  PP. 1 -4 .
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Tt fu r t h e r  s t a t e d  "Education must be h e l p f u l  fo r  the m a t e r i a l i s a t i o n  

o f  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  s o c i a l i s m ,  democracy,  r e l i g i o u s  n e u t r a l i t y ,  P a t r i o 

t i s m ,  good c i t i z e n s h i p ,  humanity, u n i v e r s a l  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  moral va lues  

and s o c i a l  change* Education  shou ld  be p r o g r e s s i v e  and h e l p f u l  fo r  

economic  p r o g r e s s ;  i t  must encourage p h y s i c a l  la b o u r ;  i t  must c re a te

l e a d e r s h i p  and q u a l i t y  o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  c r e a t i v i t y  and r e s e a r c h .  Tt
45must h e l p  s o c i a l ,  economic and p o l i t i c a l  chan ge" .

The cammission vas c o n s t i t u t e d  v i t h  19 members h*ad»*d by Dr. 

Muhammad Kudrat-e-Khuda D . S c . ,  an eminent s c i e n t i s t  and e d u c a t i o n i s t  

o f  the c o u n t r y .  T h ir t y  sub-com m ittees  and one s p e c i a l  committee 

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  four  hundred members he lp ed  in framing the r e p o r t  

v h i c h  vas  submitted  on May 5 ,  1974. Teams o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  v ere  sent 

to  I n d i a  and o t h e r  deve lop ed  and d e v e lo p in g  c o u n t r i e s  to  study the 

e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem s ,  s t r u c t u r e  and a d m in is t ra t io n  and to  c o l l e c t  d a ta .  

L i b r a r i e s  in  E d u ca t io n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s

One o f  the fundamental f e a tu r e  o f  t h i s  Commission vas th a t  i t  

gave importance on l i b r a r i e s  in  e d u c a t i o n ;  v h i c h  vas long  ever  due.

Tt sa id  " L ib r a r y  i s  l i k e  the h e a r t  o f  an e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n " . 47 

O bserv ing  the i n s u f f i c i e n t  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  in  the e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n  i t  remarked " the  h e a r t  o f  our e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

in  a la rg e  m a j o r i t y  o f  c a s e s ,  ceased  to  b e a t 11. 4 ® The Commission 

b e l i e v e d  th a t  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  in e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s

i s  n o t Ma matter  o f  pa tchverk ;  i t  must be b u i l t  anev i f  our educat ion
49has to  be made m ean ing fu l” .

45 .  I b i d . , P. ITT

4 6 .  I b i d . , P.IT

47 .  I b i d . , P. 232

i 4 8 . I b i d .

4 9 . I b i d . , P. 232.
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The Commission recommended "some quantum o r  standard o f  

development so that  on the one hand, development workers and educa

t i o n a l  a d m in is t ra to r s  may go ahead with  a p r e c i s e  id e a  about impro

vement and, on the e t h e r ,  some u n i f o r m i ty  may be brought about in 

the s i z e  and s e r v i c e s  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s " . 50 

L ibra ry  in  the Primary S ch oo ls

The Commission observed  that  the duty o f  p la c in g  books 1n the 

hands o f  c h i l d r e n  with a view to  c r e a t i n g  in them an i n t e r e s t  in  books ,  

arous ing  in  them an a t t i t u d e  o f  r e s p e c t  towards books and sowing in 

them the re a d in g  h a b i t  went unattended .  Vast  o f  the guardians were

i l l i t e r a t e  and th ere  was no l i b r a r y  in  the primary s c h o o l s  in t h i s
51area .  Tn no development scheme the need o f  a book s e r v i c e  to  primary 

s c h o o l s  was thought  o f .  As a r e s u l t ,  the Commission observed  Meduca- 

t i o n  remained c o n f in e d  to  t e x tb o o k s  and t e a c h in g  monotonous and d i s 
m a l " . ^

As s e t t i n g  up l i b r a r i e s  in  a l l  primary s c h o o ls  was beyond the 

c a p a c i t y  o f  the g o v t ,  and c o n d i t i o n s  ©f s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  and fu rn i tu re  

would not  permit the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  primary s c h o o ls  

so i t  recommended book s e r v i c e  to  primary s c h o o l s  through Thana Public  

L ib r a r y .  °  One or  more s e l e c t e d  primary s c h o o l s  o f  each Union would 

be u t i l i z e d  as t r a n s i t  camps o f  m obi le  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  books wh^ch would 

be sent  to  these  camps by the Thana P ub l ic  L ib r a r y .  Teachers  o f  P r i 

mary S ch oo ls  would c o l l e c t  books from them and there  again they  would 

r e tu r n  books a f t e r  use .  S ch o o ls  w i th in  e a s i e r  approach might draw books 

from the Thana P ubl ic  L i b r a r i e s  d i r e c t .  A book s e r v i c e  committee was

5 0 .  I b i d .

51 .  I b i d .

52 .  J b i d . , PP. 232.

53 .  I b i d .
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suggested to supervise the service. D istrict Education Board and 

the local Union would have definite share in the establishment and 

development o f  Thana Public Library and the book service to primary
V, 5 4  _

schools. I t  suggested that a definite share o f  the receipts of the 

D istrict  Education authorities would be spent on primary school lib 

raries . The Education authorities must have Library Advisory Committee^ 

at three le v e ls -  the Union parishad, the municipalities and the 

D istrict  and Public Libraries would bear the responsibility o f  service 

to primary schools in their respective areas.55I t  further recommended 

open shelves in classes one to five o f  primary schools, publication 

o f  attractive books and periodicals for juveniles at government in i

t ia tiv e  and an establishment o f  an organisation for children's l i t e 

rature with suitable incentives for authors, a r tis ts ,  printers and 

publishers.5® ,

L i b r a r i e s  in  Secondary S ch o o l

I t  observed that the secondary school libraries were handicapped 

by want o f  space, scarcity o f  books, inadequacy o f  book budget, tota l  

absence o f  periodicals and reference books and above a ll  the absence 

o f  a whole-time librarians. I t  favoured the idea o f appointment of  

librarian with short course training in Librarianshlp in the Secondary 

Schools. 57 The Commission said 'The Secondary school library is not a
58 4*matter o f just ordinary improvement. I t  has to be built anew” . So i t  

recommended that "Secondary School library must receive due priority  

and emphasis. 59 In order to build them anew, i t  recommended the fo l lo -

54 .  I b i d . , PP. 232-233

5 5 .  I b i d . . P. 233.
56 .  I b i d . . PP. 2 3 3 -3 4 .
57 .  I b i d . . P. 234.
58 .  I b i d . . P. 235.
59 .  I b i d . T P. 235.

i
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wing minimum standard.'  L ib ra ry  building-minimum o f  1000 sq .  f t .

w ith  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  ex pa n s ion ,  damp p r o o f  f l o o r ,  f u n c t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  

f u r n i t u r e  and equipment,  amount o f  the budget at the ra te  o f  Tk. 5 / 

per c a p i t a  o f  t ea ch e rs  and p u p i l s  per annum, two l i b r a r y  p e r io d s  in 

the  s c h o o l  c l a s s  r o u t i n e ,  ©ne whole  time l i b r a r i a n  having  HSC and 

L ib r a r y  t r a i n i n g ,  ©ne S .S .C .  passed t r a in e d  c a t a l o g u e r ,  one peon-cum- 

book  b in d e r  and ©ne r e p a i r e r - c u m - c l e a n e r , and r e v i s i o n  o f  the above 

standards  a f t e r  e v ery  f i v e  y e a r s .

C o l l e g e  L ib ra ry

The Commission o b s e r v in g  inadequate s p a c e ,  poor c o l l e c t i o n ,  . 

poor s e r v i c e s ,  inadequate and i n e f f i c e n t  l i b r a r y  p e r s o n n e l ,  poor s ta tu s  

o f  the l i b r a r i a n s  and poor and uneven amount o f  book grant recommended 

some minimum standards f o r  the improvement o f  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  .For 

de term in in g  such minimum s ta n d a rd s ,  the c o l l e g e s  v ere  d i v id e d  in to  

th r e e  broad c a t e g o r i e s  namely (a )  ’ Large c o l l e g e s  having  enrolment 

o v e r  one thousand s tu d e n ts ,  (b )  'Medium c o l l e g e s  v i t h  enrolment o f  

f i v e  hundred t o  one thousand s t u d e n t s . ( c )  Small c o l l e g e s  o f  which the 

enro lm ent  i s  below f i v e  hundred.  The Commission 's  recommendations 

in  regard  t o  minimum standards f o r  the improvement o f  c o l l e g e  l i b 

r a r i e s  v e r e  as f o l l o v s t

(a )  L ibrary  accommodation:

Large c o l l e g e  -  not  l e s s  than 4 ,0 0 0  s f t .
Medium " « n h 3 ,000  s f t .

Small  * " * " 2 ,0 00  s f t .

Separate building for college libraries vas c o n s i d e r e d  Indis-  

pens able  by the Commission.

60• T b id » .  PP* 235-236 .

61 .  I b i d . ,  P. 236.
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(b )  Budget:  Annual p r o v i s i o n  fo r  books and p e r i o d i c a l s  f o r  a l l  

c a t e g o r i e s  o f  c o l l e g e s  should be n o t  l e s s  than Taka ten p -r  c a p i t a  o f  

p u p i l s  and t e a c h e r s .  This  vas  i n c l u s i v e  o f  c o s t  o f  b in d in g  and r e p a i r  

o f  books and i n c i d e n t a l s .  A d d i t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  must be made i f  any 

nev s u b j e c t  o f  study i s  in t r o d u c e d ,  ( c )  Opening hours  and a c c e s s :  From 

8 ' 0  c l o c k  In the morning t i l l  9 p.m. the l i b r a r y  must remain open. 

Books must be o r g a n is e d  on an open s h e l f  system.

* (d )  Minimum s t a f f  n e c e s s a r y  a ccord in g  to  the Commission vas

shovn in  the t a b l e  be l o w : -

Post  'Minimum 1
' q u a i l  f i -  '
' c a t i o n s .  ' 
t 1

Large ' 
C o l l e g e  1

T
f

Medium
C o l le g e

' Small ' 
' C o l l e g e  ' 
i t
f 1

Remarks.

(1 )  L ib r a -  Degree & post  one 
r i a n .  graduate degree

l b  L ib r a r ia n s h ip .

One One (^ ) Master 
degree  
plus post  
graduate 
cM plorua 
in the 
case  o f  
la rge  
c o l l e g e .

( i i )  A s s i s ta n t  - d o -  
L ibr  arian

One One One

( i i i )  Cat a- - d o 
l e  guer

One One One ( i l l )  Higher
secondary  
passed 
C * r t . h o l d 
er  w^th 
e x p e r ie n ce

( i v )  A s s i s t a n t .  Secondary &
L ib ra ry  T r a i 
n ing  C er t l  f1 -  
c ate

(v )  Book _do_ 
s u p p l i e r
( s o r t e r )

( v i )  Peon E leh t  grader

Two

Three

Three

One

Two

Three

One

One

OneT o t a l : Eleven Nine S ix "

62.  I b i d . ,  P. 237. Tt recommended one more A s s i s ta n t  L ib ra r ia n  and two
more Book S o r t e r s  fo r  c o l l e g e s  with honours and post  

( graduate t e a c h in g .
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U n i v e r s i t y  L ib ra ry

The Commission here  a lso  observed  the u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  l i b r a r y  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  inadequate s p a c e ,  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  supply  o f  f i lm s  and 

o t h e r  a c c e s s o r i e s  needed f o r  r e s e a r c h .  Tt f e l t  the absence o f  survey 

r e p o r t  to  knov the s t r e n g th  and weaknesses o f  the l i b r a r i e s .  I t  thus 

recommended f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  survey  and the form ation  o f  a 

committee o f  reputed  l i b r a r i a n s  to  advise  the u n i v e r s i t i e s  in  t h i s  

b e h a l f . 63

I t  a lso  recommended the enhanced money p r o v i s i o n  f o r  books and 

p e r i o d i c a l s  a c c o rd in g  to the number o f  s u b j e c t s  ta u g h t ,  number o f  

t e a c h e r s  and s tu d e n t s ,  appointment o f  R e ference  L ib r a r ia n  with r e q u i 

s i t e  number o f  R e ference  A s s i s ta n t s  f o r  s tre n g th e n in g  r e s e a r c h ,  p r o v i -  

s s i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  launching  i n t e r - l i b r a r y  loan system, l i c e n c e s  

f o r  import  o f  books and magazines o f  f o r e i g n  o r i g i n  along with  f i lm s

and o th er  a c c e s s o r i e s ,  favoured treatment to  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  in
64

customs duty and f o r e i g n  exchange c o n t r o l  p o l i c y  and r u l e s .

P u b l i c  L ib ra ry
The Commission observed  shortage  ©f s p a ce ,  poor b u d g e t ,  poor 

s e r v i c e s ,  u n tra in e d  and inadequate  l i b r a r y  s t a f f ,  imbalanced c o l l e c -  

t i o n ,  s h o r t  op en in g  hours  in  almost a l l  the g o v t ,  and n o n - g o v t . p u b l i c  

l i b r a r i e s . 65The Commission recommended the p o l i c y  o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n  

among th e m se lv e s ,  network o f  67 p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and enactment o f  

l i b r a r y  act  c o n t a in in g  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a p u b l i c  L ib ra ry  t a x ,  the 

c r e a t i o n  o f  a P ub l ic  L ib ra ry  D i r e c t o r a t e  and the form ation  o f  a 

P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  A dvisory  B od y .68 Pending l e g i s l a t i o n  i t  recommended

6 3 .  I b i d . ,  P. 238.
64 .  I b i d . , P. 238.
65 .  TMcT.
67*. B row ^  RovstonT^ P ub l ic  L i b r a r y  A d m in is tra t ion ^

B in g le y  1979, P. 19 see a lso  J e f f e r s o n ,  George . ^ l i ^L-L---------- ^
Administration. London: Clive Bingley, 1969, PP. 4 5 -  .

6 8 .  Bangladesh Education  Com m iss io n . . .P .  240.
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the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a g o v t ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  at R a jsh a h i ,  removal o f  

space  problems in  g o v t ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  enhancement o f  budget  pro

v i s i o n  f o r  books and p e r i o d i c a l s  at l e a s t  three  t imes o f  the then 

p r o v i s i o n ,  enhancement o f  budget  p r o v i s i o n  fo r  a id  t o  n o n -g o v t ,  pu b l i c  

l i b r a r i e s  t o  t h r i c e  as much.69 D e s c r ib in g  the fu n c t i o n s  and s ta tu s  o f  

N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y ,  the Commission recommended the c o n v e r s io n  o f  C en tra l  

P u b l i c  L ibrary  in t o  the then proposed N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y ,  merging the 

then N a t i o n a l  L ib ra ry  branch o f  the D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Arch ives  in  the 

N a t i o n a l  L ib ra ry  and the c r e a t i o n  and f i l l i n g  the post  o f  C h i e f  L ib 

r a r i a n . 70 While r e p o r t i n g  on A rch iv e s ,  i t  recommended a s a t i s f a c t o r y  

plan f o r  development o f  N a t i o n a l  A r ch iv e s ,  c r e a t i o n  o f  Standing Archi

v e s  Commission, f o r e ig n  t r a i n i n g  f o r  employees in  the l a t e s t  methods, 

p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  r e c o r d s ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  and Archives  D i r e c t o r a t e .

T ra in in g  in  L ib r a r ia n s h lp
W i l l *  s t r e s s i n g  the need f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  the e m i s s i o n

s a i d ,  the then l i s t i n g  arrangement f o r  t r a i n i n g  in  l i b r a r l a n s h i p  vas

much t o o  inadequate  f o r  the  n e e d .  Only in  the Dacca U n l v e r s l t y  *here^

was *ne P.st-Graduation Diploma Course and a M a s te r ' s  Degree Course.

Both o f  them were even ing  co u r s e s  each c o v e r i n g  o n .  a c a d e ^ c  y -a r .T h e

re sp o n sib ility  f o r  t r a i n i n g  in  the s u b j e c t  on under-graduat

had been borne by the Library Association . f  Bangladesh.

The Report stated that both the courses o f  the Dacca Univers ty  

ver.  "Authorised Courses'- for the purpose o f  deputation o f  g o v e r n s

6 9 .  I b i d .

7 0 .  I b i d . ,  P. 240.

71 .  I b i d . , P. 241.

7 2 .  K horasani ,  S . S . M . A . . .  P. 25 .

THhrary R e v ie v ,  1981, N o . 13, P .324.
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servants to them. But the certificate  course o f  the Association did 

not receive this formal recognition from Government, athough ins

titutions and organisations, both government and non-government, 

accepted the certificate  of the Association as proof of competence 

■while appointing librarians, cataloguers e tc . 7 1̂

The Commission foresaw that for running libraries e f  higher 

standard, a gew thousands trained librarians and library personnel 

would be needed. So the Commission recommended the inclusion o f  library  

science as one o f  the elective subjects In the curricula o f  the secon

dary and degree stages. The Commission further recommended, "Library 

education departments should be started in the three general univer

s i t ie s  o f  Rajshahi, Jahangir Nagar and Chittagong. A library training

in stitute  should be established immediately at Dacca for Imparting at
75pre-graduation le v e l . "

The Commission painfully observed the deplorable status and 

emolument o f  librarians and library personnel o f  the country. Tn order 

to improve their position, i t  recommended the equation of the pay and 

status o f  librarians with those o f  teachers.

Vhile considering the condition and necessity o f  Documentation 

Centre, i t  recommended the upgrading o f the then Scientific  Documen

tation Centre to the status o f  a National Documentation Centre with 

maximum possible fa c i l i t ie s  for s c ie n t if ic ,  technical and industrial

research in the country. Tt recommended a scheme to be prepared by
77

experts for the establishment o f National Documentation Centre.

7 4 . I b id . ,  International Library Review, (1 9 8 1 )  1 3 , PP. 3 2 5 -3 2 6 .

7 5 . Bangladesh Education Commission Report, 1 9 7 4 , PP. 2 4 1 -2 4 2 .

7 6 .  Ibid. , PP. 2 4 1 -2 4 2 .

77. Ibid . , P. 244.
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The 19-member Commission was consisted of 30 Committees 

comprising o f  about 400 members. Some names appeared repeatedly in 

various committees. Many o f  these members were p o lit ica l figures of  

the past regimes. 'Library Science* constituted the 2 ls t  committee, 

that too being an admixure o f  Museums, Archives, Planet ariums, and 

s© on which never formed a part of modern librarianship, and which 

demanded separate treatment. Of the 11 members, only two persons 

could claim and Justify their qualifications, status, knowledge and 

competence for the height o f  Commission's membership for Library 

Science Committee. Unfortunately the Department of Library Science- 

the only post-graduate institution for teaching Library Science in 

the country escaped the attention o f  the Commission in forming its  

Library Science Committee. Without Library Science Department there 

could not be virtually  any library Science Committee. Tt was Ha 

■arriage without the bridegroom".

Libraries in Primary Schools

The Education Commission Report accepted that the primary 

responsibility  to create interest in books laid f ir s t ly  with the 

guardians and later with the schools. But hitherto no national plan

in Pakistan embodied the very concept o f  circulation of books to
78primary schools. Consequently, teachers could not widen their vision , 

and education was solely dependent upon text-books. The Report t h e r e 

fore, rightly recommended the circulation of books to primary (and 

also secondary) schools through a proposed public library at each 

Thana which would send books to one or more selected primary schools 

being treated as bookmobile/rotating centre at each Union. The Report

78. Saiful Tslan, K.M. Library Science News B ulletin . No. 6 , 1981,
* • 25 *
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vas s ilen t about book collection , book selection , and approximate 

expenses under each head for each model thana public library. Tt 

vas more a fantastic idea and puerile thesis to have open-shelf 

system in the school class rooms (class T-V) vhen ve could not fully  

introduce open shelving even in the libraries at the University level.  

Tn that case books vould be eaten by kids like the hot cakes.

The standard recommended vas the lowest and vas not impracti

cable in the context o f  the then resources. But i t  vould not be 

possible, vithin one single plan period to push up a ll  the libraries  

in our educational institutions to the prescribed standard.

Standards recommended vere lover than those maintained in pro

gressive countries. Upward revision o f  these standards would be 

necessary in consideration o f  the importance o f  libraries for th*

success o f  our education system. So the Commission said "these stan-
7Qdards should, therefore, be reviewed every five years” .

Libraries In high schools

The Commission emphasising the establishment o f libraries in 

the secondary schools specified librarians qualification test vhich 

vas not at par vith that o f  the teachers, Every high school librarian 's  

basic qualification vould be graduation vith Diploma in Library Sci

ence, and the Cataloguer would be a graduate vith C ertificate , or

Intermediate vith Certificate in Library Science. All school libra~ 
rlans must have faculty status. They should also have teaching period

tvo days a veek. I f  matriculates vith fev weeks' library training 

were appointed full-tim e librarians in 22 pilot schools, i t  was not 

only a mistake, but also a blunder.

7$ . Bangladesh Education Commission Report. 1974, P. 232.
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The Report seemed to be very weak in specifying the q u a lifi 

cations for Librarians at various lev e ls . Tt lamented, on one hand,

for not according gazetted status to many govt, college librarians, 

while on the other hand i t  recommended merely a graduate with diploma 

as the college librarian, which is again a big contradiction. College 

librarians must be M.A. in Library Science or M.A. in any other sub

ject plus M.A./Diploma in Library Science.

University libraries

The Report spoke about the appointment o f  Reference Librarians 

and reference assistants for universities , but i t  was altogether 

sile n t  about the qualifications and status o f  the university libra

r i  ans.

Public libraries
The then existing three govt, public libraries in Dacca, Chitta

gong and Khulna were extremely inadequate for a country o f the then 

19 d is tr ic ts .  There were about 120 so-called public libraries in 

Bangladesh which, according to Unesco's defin ition , were never public 
library since they did not qualify for the criter ! a and functions 
o f  a modern public^operateA by the people, for the people, established 

and maintained under clear authority o f  law, supported wholly or 

mainly from public funds, open for free use on equal terms to a ll  
members o f  the community without any distinction o f  profession, creed, 

class or race. But these libraries did not qualify most of these 

c r ite r ia  i . e .  they were net established or maintained by Act or 

Legislation;®1 net supported by (library) public tax, and hence people 

did not have democratic rights for free usei they did not have lending 

service , the moat important o f  a l l  functions, and therefore they 

were never democratic in stitutions.

80 . Majid, A.F. Fazlul, "College Libraries in ^ast Pakistan” ,
Tne Eastern Librarian, Vol. 4k, N o .l ,  Sept. 1969, P. 30.

College Libraries

80

& 1. qja. et'tr- 78,
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The Report miserably failed to define and recognize what a 

public library was or should be, and what was the existing status 

o f service rendered by these in stitu tion s, and i f  they did not 

qualify the modern c r iter ia  and functions o f  a true public library, 

what steps would be taken to improve the status and extent ®f services 

so that they could at least be rated as democratic and public. Every- 

time we talk of money, government aid, and Law for anything. Library 

leg islation  and money alone cannot solve the problem like a miracle.

In a developing country like Bangladesh we must f ir s t  emphasize upon 

our e ffic ien cy , qualifications and devoted labour than asking more 

money in order t® render expert services.

National libraries
The Report seemed to have deliberately blacked out th* infor

mation o f  the existence of a national library in medicine and science, 

v iz .  the National Medical Library, established by the government in 

1974 at Mohakhali with the aid o f  the Asia Foundation. The necessity  

©f a general National Library as the largest national reference and 

research centre was however deeply acute* The Report made the most 

ambiguous, absurd and puerile claim that the ”central libraryH should 

be converted into National Library. The term is ambiguous. The Bang

ladesh Central Public Library, Dacca worked as the central o ffice  

for the existing three g .v t .  public lib raries . With various depart

m en ts  l ib r a r ie s , the Dhaka University library Is also taown as the 

■central library' In the canpus. But none « f  these, according to 

sp e c ia lis ts ' view, merits the ju stifica tion  o f  becoming a n atl.n a l  

library as judged by any standards o f  library systems. National 

Library®^ is  the reservoir of national heritage, and i t  must possess

op The Directorate o f  Archives and l ib r a r ie s ,  Cultural Affairs
* Division o f  the Ministry o f  Education has bee"

p o n sib illty  to build up the National Library o f  Bangladesh.
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100 p .c . o f  the national literature . Bangladesh Library Association 

mainly considered the economic and time factor vhen i t  said " . . .  con

v e r s io n  o f  Bangladesh Central Public Library vould minimise much 

cost , both capital and establishment and eliminate wastage o f  time. 

Bangladesh suffered tremendously due to absence o f National Library, 

in so far as, for instance on comprehensive collection on the nations'
pq

h istory , specially i ts  struggle for independence” .

L ib r a r y  E ducat ion

The Report recorded that the then available fa c i l ity  o f  library 

education vas meagre. Tt vas fa c t , because none o f  the other univer

s it ie s  vas able to introduce this course. But i t  failed to record that 

apart from post-graduate Diploma and M.A. courses, the Dhaka University

also started M.Fhil course in Library Science. The claim for the "imme

d ia te " establishment o f  a se-cailed 'Library In stitu te ' 84 at Dhaka 

for library training at undergraduate level vas another brainchild ©f 

misguided, tvisted imagination. All the developing countries o f  the 

vorld are gradually abolishing undergraduate courses in librarianship  

in order to attain high standards o f  service in the profession. With 

the introduction o f  Library Science courses in Rajshahi, Chittagong 

and Jahangirnagar Universities, ultimate aim should also be to abolish 

such undergraduate course vhich merely produces c lerk -libr  arl ans and 

vhich vas responsible for lowering the status o f  library services in 

the country. Tt is surprising that the Report Justified the erection  

o f  building for such an auxiliary, unnecessary institute vhile i t  vas 

shy o f  establishing such a national research centre as the Bangladesh 

National Library. A glaring flav o f  this Report vas that i t  did not 

pay any emphasis on teaching library science in Teachers' Training

83. The Eastern Librarian. Vol. X, 1976, P. 194.

84. Library Training Institute has been established in the Central 
Public Library Building, Dhaka. This is  run by the Library Associa
tion o f  Bangladesh.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



338

c o lleg es .
With a l l  differences to the Education Commission we would point 

out that their recommendations in regard to libraries in institution  
o f  technical/professional education e . g .  Engineering colleges, Agri

cultural co lleg es , Medical colleges and so on were cither non-existent 

or scrappy. For obvi©us reasons, the Commission could not take into 

i t s  sweep a ll  technical and commercial institutes o f  under-graduate 

lev e l spread a l l  over the country. Lastly the Commission vas silent  

about some very special types o f  libraries e . g .  Libraries In Atomic 

Energy Commission, Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies etc. 

which were as essential as any other types o f  libraries mentioned

In foregoing pages.
The Commission's recommendations for the creation o f Directora

te o f  Libraries was given due attention by the government and the 

Department o f  Public Libraries was created and put to function by 

the government on and from November 11, 1983.

VJh*tever be the shortcomings, gaps, flaws and deficiency in 
the Report relating to development of Libraries and Librarianshlp, 

i t  is no denying the fact that this Report vas more or less pragmatic 
and functional. I t  was the f ir s t  o f  its  kind in Bangladesh. Unfortu

nately the standards recommended by the Commission were not duly con

sidered. But i t  must be admitted that i t  is  the most comprehensive 

o f  a il  the previous schemes or plans made for library development in

Bangladesh since her emergence.

85

85 in 4 Teacher’ s Training Colleges in Bangladesh.
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Bangladesh National Education Seminar; 1976

Though the Education Commission Report vas published in 1974, 

i t  vas unfortunately almost ineffective due to the unfavourable situ 

ation prevailing in the country. The standard o f  education instead 

o f  being improved as per the Commission's Report further deteriorated. 

The environment in educational institutions became polluted. The 

situation specially in the university o f  Dhaka vas painful. At this 

juncture the University o f  Dhaka sponsored the Bangladesh National 

Education Seminar in 1976. The Seminar vas organised betveen 4 -6  

April, 1976 in Dhaka vith the co-operation and collaboration o f  Minis

try o f  Education, Government o f  the People's Republic o f  Bangladesh, 

a l l  the Universities and educational institutions o f  the country.

The main objectives o f  the Seminar vere to examine, evaluate and 

assess the standard . f  education and environment for education. The 
seminar discussed different problems confronting education and tried  
to find out possible solutions. Educationists from different levels  

participated In the discussions and presented scholarly papers.

They threv light on different aspects o f  education and made a good

number o f  recommendations.

Tt is vorthvhile to mention that papers on "Standard of  

primary education", "Standard o f  college education", "Standard o f  

University education", "Enviomment for primary education", "College 

education and university educationM̂ ®vere read, followed by discu

ssions. Panel discussions and recommendations vere made on imparting 

education at the universities; on research; sy lla b i;

86 . Bangladesh National Education Seminar; 1976 (in Bengali), Dacca; 
University o f  Dacca, 1978," P. 7.

87. Ibid.

88. IbM.
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books and o t h e r  equipment; admission o f  s tudents  in  the U n iv e r s i t y ;  

exam inat ion  system and methods o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  t e a c h in g ;  ed u ca t io n  

in  the c o l l e g e s ;  C o l l e g e  S y l la b i - ,  t e x t  b o o k s ;  equipment; admission 

o f  s tudents  In the c o l l e g e s ;  e d u ca t io n  at the secondary  l e v e l ;  s y l l a b i ;  

t e x tb o o k s  and o t h e r  equipment; admission o f  s tu den ts  at the secondary 

l e v e l ;  examination  system; s y l l a b i ;  r e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  s tudents  

at the se co n d a ry ;  c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l s ;  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  

in f l u e n c e  on s tu d e n ts ;  need f o r  r e l i g i o u s  and s o c i a l  v a lu e s  towards 

c r e a t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  env ironment;  need f o r  guidance to s tudents  at 

d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ;  r o l e  o f  t ea ch e rs  and guardians in  c r e 

a t in g  h e a l t h y  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  and standard and e n v i r o n m e n t
89© f  primary e d u c a t i o n .

On a c a r e f u l  study o f  the recommendations made at the seminar 

I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  to  note  and n o t i c e  th a t  the panels  recommended Ikot 
( i )  c y c l o s t y l e d  c o p i e s  o f  r e l e v a n t  p o r t i o n s  o f  books h e ld  1n u n i v e r s i t y  

l i b r a r i e s  should be d i s t r i b u t e d  to  the s t u d e n t s , 90 (2 )  Book budgets  

shou ld  be i n c r e a s e d  f o r  the u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s ;  (3 )  Standard o f  

i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  should be r a 1 s e d ;^ ^ (4 )

the U n iv e r s i t y  Grants Commission should e x p e d i t e  the implementation
93• f  the p r o j e c t  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  C e n t r a l  R e ference  L ibrary  as n© s i n g l e  

u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  c o u ld  a f f o r d  to  equ ip  i t  w ith  rare  books  and stan

dard j o u r n a ls  on a l l  s u b j e c t s ;  (5 )  Adequate funds should be granted f o r
94es ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  w ith  s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  b ook s ;

89 .  I b i d . . P. 10.

90 .  I b i d . ,  P. 127.

91 .  I b i d . ,  P. 130.

9 2 .  I b i d . .

9 3 .  I b i d .

94 .  I b i d . ,  P. 149.
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(6) Central Public libraries should be established, construction  

o f  Union catalogue be made and in ter-library  loans system should 

be in itiated  and effected95and (7) College Libraries should be 

developed.

Tt is  no denying the fact that need and role o f libraries  

at a ll  levels o f  education can not be overemphasised. "Education 

and library are two inse gar able indivisib le concepts, both funda

mentally and synchronic ally related to and co-existent with each
96other. One can not be separated from the other, and the existence 

o f  one is  an im possiblity without the other. None o f them is  an end 

in i t s e l f ,  rather both o f these together are means to an ultimate 

end. One dies as soon as the other perished. Education is a process 

and the resu lt o f  acquired knowledge and the culmination o f obser

vations and experiences, while a library is  both the fountain, source, 
protector and storehouse o f that knowledge and experience.

The recommendations made by the learned seminar although were

not a ll  comprehensive, ob jective, constructive and reformative, but 

nevertheless significant and pragmatic. I t  was a good sign that 

educationists, teachers and educational administrators and those who 

vere in the helm o f affairs o f planning fe lt  the need for giving 

emphasis cm the indispensible role o f Docks and libraries in the 

f i e l d  o f  education at a ll lev els  for a country like B a n g l a d e s h .  But 

unluckily it s  e ffe c ts  upon the development o f  academic libraries  

including school libraries vere not nsticeable.

95 . I b id ., P. 158.
96 . G la ister , Geoffrey, “First Comes Education, "X&e Eastern

Librari an« Vol. H i )  No.4 , 1969, P .I-
97 . Islam, K .W .Saiful, ^ e  Role o f  Libraries in education” ,

The Eastern  L i b r a r i a n , V o l .  H I ,  Tfo* 1 , 19 » • *
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Box Library Scheme

An agreement was reached between The Asia Foundation,Dhaka 

and the Government o f the People's Republic o f  Bangladesh to intro

duce a Box Library Scheme for the financial year 1976-77. This ope

rated through the D ivisional Government Public libraries on experi

mental basis.®®

Under this programme The Asia Foundation donated Box»s with 

Bengali books to thp Director o f  Public Instruction vith  a viev to 

operate the Scheme in the rural areas around. These vere sent to the 

selected centres at thanas in 4 selected d is tr ic ts , one d is tr ic t  

from each Division. The selection o f  the recipients o f these Box 

libraries vas made from 20 thanas in four d istr ic ts  by the Government. 

For smooth operation o f this programme 4 Assistants vere r*cruited  

by the Government. These assistants vere responsible for the books 

and proper movement o f  the Boxes among the selected in stitu tio n s. The 

books vere distributed among the reading public through organisation  

like schools, socia l clubs, Union Parishad and so on. A record o f  

such distribution and circulation o f books and their use by the 

people vas maintained on monthly basis in the registers supplied 

alongvith the b o x e s ."  The monthly requirements o f the s ta ff  vas paid 

by The Asia Foundation @ Tk. 2 5 0 /-  per month. Transport and ether 

incidental costs to operate the Boxes vere also borne by the Asia 

Foundation. S p ecifica lly , th is vas a commitment from the Foundation’ s 

76-Budget during the period, July 20,1976 to July 2 0 ,1 9 7 7 .1 This 

vas a novel mobile system o f mobile library extension services in

98. Information collected from the Office f i le s  o f the O fflcer-on - 
Special Duty for Library Development, Education Directorate, 
Government o f the People's Republic o f Bangladesh, Dhaka.

99. Ibid .

100. Ib id .
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the rural areas o f  Bangladesh, The books on re lig io n , poultry, farming, 

family planning, cottage industries e t c . ,  vhich these boxes contained  

were no doubt important from the socio-economic standpoint o f  the rural 
people. These are the types o f  books vhich are practically useful in 

the l i fe  o f  the v illag e  people in Bangladesh but unfortunatly the Scheme 

continued only for one year. The Asia Foundation Box Services were very 

effectiv e  for educating the rural masses, saving them from il lite r a c y , 

ignorance and giving them practical training in subjects most useful 

to them. Such programme vas never done before, and after 1977.

Bangladesh Curriculum Development Committee Report (1977^ and Libraries 

The Bangladesh Education Commission constituted the Curriculum 

Development Committee under Resolution No. 1/560 Edn, o f *  11 November 

1975 for c r it ic a lly  examining the terms and conditions o f the Report 

on National Education^^and framing suitable curricula for different 

stages o f  education in Bangladesh. The following were the 
resp o n sib ilities  o f the Curriculum Development Committee:

1. To advise curriculum on the basis o f State principles o f  the 

country; (2) T© determine the place o f science and technology in edu

cation in the country v is -a -v is  the developed countries o f  the world;

(3) To help frame principles for curriculum from Class I to Class X; 

and (4) To frame principles for helping other Curriculum Development 

Committees; (5) To prepare curriculum for primary, secondary, higher 

Secondary, Technical and vocational education and training; (6) To 

examine the recommendations o f  d ifferent curriculum Committees, to 

co-ordinate their a ctiv ities  and t® make curriculum at a ll  stages v e il  

adjusted; (7) To recommend necessary educational equipment and training 

for teachers in view o f  the introduction o f new curriculum; and (8) To

101* Bangladesh Education Commission Report, (1974), p. 235.
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advise the government in taking decisions on a ll  the above related  102
problems.

The Curriculum Development Committee prepared and submitted to

govt* a voluminous Report, complete in 7 big volumes in 1977 entitled

Curriculum Development Committee Report. 10^Tt may be mentioned here

that sim ilar tv® reports vere prepared during Pakistani Rule in I960

en titled  Curriculum far Primary School In Pakistan vlth  detailed  
Syliabus104 and Report o f the Curriculum Committee for Secondary

Education.

/r t p is  no denying the fact that I f  library services in educational 

in stitu tion s and educational programmes of the country are not inte

grated, good resu lt can not be expected and achived. While preparing 

the report o f  the curriculum, the experts and sp ecia lists  should have 

considered the potentials o f  lib ra rie s . But i t  vas noticed that the 

Committee in their 7-volume report mentioned the vord "lib ra ry " only 

once on page 33 in Part I .  While mentioning ether items they menti

oned1 library* most in sign ifican tly  and reluctuntly. While the Edu

cation Commission Report mentioned "Library Is the heart o f the ins

t itu t io n "107 the Curriculum Development Committee only qualified that

102. Bangladesh Curriculum Development Committee Report, Volf. - ! )  
1977. p. 2 -3 .

103. Ibid,.

in Pakistan vlth  d eta iled syllabug., P. 228.
_ „ a . p -H a+m  Ministry o f  Education. Education Commi-106. Government o f  Pakistan. Mini y t m is  rvnrriculumssion Reforms Implementation Unit. f f P ^ t  oi xnxs---------------------  --------- l

r.ommlttee for Secondary Education* P.
Ran^ladesh Development, Committee Report: V ol.T ,

5 , P. 33.

107. OP.c l t . lo l ,  P. 235.
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library was desirable but did not say to be indispensable "heart" 

o f  educational in stitu tio n s. As a result "lib ra ry ” in primary and 

secondary education including curricula could not find its  proper 
place.

This scholarly and c o llo ssa l report is  unfortunately the sho

cking and frustrating testimony o f the negligence towards potentials 

©f libraries in primary and secondary education by educational pla

nners, educators, experts and sp ecialists o f Bangladesh.

Proposal for establishing five “STUDY CENTRES11 in five zones o f  

Metropolitan Dacca

The number o f lib raries and Readings Rooms in a sprawling and 

fast expanding c ity  like Dhaka was far from satisfactory . The then 

existing ones could not meet the demands for reading fa c i l it ie s  spe

c ia lly  for students.1^® Students could not afford to buy a ll  text 

books, recommended books, prescribed books and reference books. Prices 

o f  books wont high after the Liberation. Many students lived in far 
flung areas o f  the city  and thoy did not find a library in their  

v ic in ity . Moreover there vas lack o f network o f adequate transport 

f a c i l i t ie s .  I t  vas not expected for the students from poor families 

to take the advantage from the then available transports for using 

the limited number o f crovded, poorly stocked busy libraries o f the 

c ity . As per policy , the then existing public lib raries in the city  

did not procure textbooks and books recommended by academic in s ti

tution s, for i t  vas expected that colleges and schools o f  the city  

vould themselves provide library fa c i lit ie s  to their students. But

108. Huq, A.M. Abdul (Dr.) "Bangladesh Librarianship ca llin g  for 
S .O .S ." , Bangladesh Observer, 5 .1 0 .8 4 , PP. 5 -6 .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



346

i t  was a matter o f  great regret that the then existing college/school 

lib ra r ie s , due to paucity o f  funds and shortage o f required number 

o f  library s t a f f ,  could not provide and extend required and desired 

library fa c i l i t ie s  t© their c lie n te le . To help the students in getting  

required number o f  t i t le  and also copies, i t  became imperative on the 

part o f  the government to establish  "study centres1* in the c ity  vith  

vellstocked te x t , recommended and prescribed books. Accordingly in 

1970, a draft proposal vas made by the Education Directorate for 

establishment o f  five "Study centres" in five d ifferen t areas o f  the 

c i t y .109

(*0 Mohammadpur Centre: - 110 This Centre vould serve the students 

o f  Mohammad pur, Dhanmondi, Rayerbazer/Sobhanbagh, Green Road, Kala- 

bagan areas, (b) Lalbagh Centre: -  This Centre vould serve the students 

o f  Azimpur, Lalbagh, Chavkb azar, Begum Ba»ar, Armani to la , Bangshall 

e tc , (c) Grander! a Centre: -  This centre vould serve the students of  

Ganderia, Faridabad, Far ashgan j , Luxmibazar, Narinda, Sutrapur, and 

Banglafiazar. (d) Shantlnagar Centre: -  This Centre vould serve the 

students o f  Rajarbagh, Magbazar, Walibagh, Bashabo, M otijheel s ta ff  

quarters, Shsntinagar, N ay a Paltan and Sh ah j ah an pur e tc . (e) War! 

Centre: -  This vould serve the students o f Wari, T ikatu li, Svamibag, 

Kaltabazar, South Mousuddi, Joginagar e tc . Service Pattern: -  Each 

centre vould primarily help students to brovse, consult and study

109. Information and data collected from the O ffice o f  O fficer ©n 
Special Duty for Library Development, Education Directorate, 
Government o f  the Peoples Republic o f  Bangladesh, Dacca.

110. Ib id .
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multiple copies o f  te x t, recommended and prescribed books on ©pen

shelves. The centres vould remain open from 8 A.M. to 8 P.M. ( i .e .

12 hours a day except Fridays and Saturdays vhen they vould remain

open from 8 A.M. to 12 noon, and 8 A.M. to 2 P.M. respectively).

Sundays and govt. Holidays vould be observed as holidays like other

educational in stitu tio n s. This time table might be revised as and 
111

vhen required,
112Immediate requirements

Premise: The then existing community centres vere selected as

base for such centres. Five buildings might be requisitionedihired  

for the above purpose. The following funds vould require for hiring  

five buildings: Rent for 5,000 sq ft building space @ Tk. 20 per sq ft.

i . e .  Taka 10,000 X 5 * Taka 5 0 , 000/ - ( approximately for five centres).

Furniture and equipment: -  For starting a nev study centre, many 

special types o f furniture and equipment vould be required. An amount 

o f  Tk. 2 ,0 0 , 0 0 0 /-  vas bare minimum requirement. Cost o f  furniture 

and equipment for one centre and also five centres for in i t ia l  year 

(non-recurring) and for subsequent years (recurring) vas planned 

belov:

For in it ia l  year (non-recurring) For subsequent year(recurring)

For one centre Tk. 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 /- Tk. 2 ,0 0 ,0 0 0 /-  20$ ©f 2 ,0 0 ,0 0 0 /-
( 2 0 , 0 0 0 / - )

Tk. 2 ,2 0 ,0 0 0 /

For five centres
(T k .2 ,00 ,000 /-X 5) Tk. 1 0 ,0 0 ,0 0 0 /- Tk .1 1 ,0 0 ,0 0 0 /-

For proper services tventy eight items o f furniture and equip-

mentl l3 vere planned to be required.

I

111. Ib id .
112. T b i d .
113. I b i d .
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For e ffic ie n t  running o f  these "Study Centres" the following 

library s ta f f  were required}1̂ As the centres vould remain open for 

12 hours, s ta f f  would have to work in two s h ifts .

Designation No .o f  
post.

Grade Scales Fund required for 
f i r s t  year (non- 
re cnuing) for 5 
centres.

For subse
quent.

l 2 3 4 5 .. 6

Librarian 1 IV 500-1250 500X12X5X1 = 30,000 3 3 ,0 0 0 /-

Assistant
Librarian 1 V 475-1275 475X12X5X1 = 28,500 3 1 ,3 5 0 /-

Reference
Assistants 2 VI 375-925 375X12X5X2 = 44,000 4 8 ,4 0 0 /-

Reading Hall 
Assistants 4 VII 310-670 310X12X5X4 = 74,400 8 1 ,8 4 0 /-

Cataloguers 2 VII 310-670 310X12X5X2 = 37,200 4 0 ,9 2 0 /-

Head A ssistan tl VII 310-670 310X12X5X1 = 19,100 2 1 ,0 1 0 /-

Accountant 1 VIII 220-420 220X12X5X1 = 13,200 14 ,5 2 0 /-

Clerk-cum-
T yp ist-1 1 VIII 220-420 -d o - = 13,200 1 4 ,5 2 0 /-

Check-post 
Attendants 4 IX 145-275 145X12X5X4 = 34,800 3 8 ,2 8 0 /-

Night Guards 2 X 130-240 130X12X5X2 = 15,600 1 7 ,1 6 0 /-

Cleaners 2 X _ do- -d o - = 15,600 17 ,160 /-

Duftary 1 IX 145-275 145X12X5X1 = 8,700 9 ,5 7 0 /-

Book sorters 2 IX -d o- 145X12X5X2 = 17,400 1 9 ,1 4 0 /-

Sweeper 1 X 130-240 130X12X5X1 = 7,800 8 ,5 8 0 /-

Orderly Peons 2 X -do- 130X12X5X2 = 15,600 1 7 ,1 6 0 /-

3 ,7 5 ,1 0 0 /- 4 ,1 2 ,6 1 0 /-

114. Ib id .
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Estimated Cost for five Centres vere as fo llo v s ;

For in it ia l  year(non-recurring) For subsequent years (Recurring)
______________________________________  30# added_______ ____________________

349
115

1. Book and 
materials 4 ,0 0 ,0 0 0 /-X 5 -2 0 ,0 0 ,0 0 0 /- Tk. 2 2 ,0 0 ,0 0 0 /-

2 . Furniture 
and equipment 2 ,0 0 ,0 0 0 /-X 5 -l0 ,0 0 ,0 0 0 /- Tk. 1 1 ,0 0 ,0 0 0 /-

3 . Salary o f  
S ta ff 3 ,7 5 ,1 0 0 /-  3 ,7 5 ,1 0 0 /- Tk. 4 ,1 2 ,6 1 0 /-

4 . Contingen
cies 5 0 ,000/-XS 2 ,5 0 ,0 0 0 /- Tk. ^ 2 ,7 5 ,0 0 0 /-

5 . House rent 10,000/-X 5 5 0 ,0 0 0 /- Tk. 5 5 ,0 0 0 /-

Tk. 3 6 ,7 5 ,1 0 0 /-  Tk. 4 0 ,5 0 ,0 0 0 /-

S a y 3 8 ,0 0 ,0 0 0 /-  Say:- 4 0 ,5 0 ,0 0 0 /-

This vas a very important programme for renting out textbooks to 

students in general and college and university students in particular 

vho could not or did not purchase textbooks for their academic purposes. 

This programmes also attempted to divert th« attention of the students in 

reading text books instead o f cheap notebooks vhich are harmful. But 

professionally i t  should be stated that the aims of the Centres vere 

onesided. I t  gave stress on reading o f text books only. The importance 

o f  this kind o f study Centre vas more important in the rural areas where 

students could not and did not get books to purchase because of their 

poor socio-economic condition and non-availability  of books in rural 

areas. Unfortunately th is proposal vas not materialised by Government. 

Similar Centres named Textbook Libraries vere successfully Implemented 

and executed in West Bengal for the benefit o f students in consulting
116

textbooks for maintaining academic standard in the public examinations.

115. Ib id .

116* GranthagarT Calcutta: Bengal Library Association, 1980, p. 31.
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Bangladesh Tvo-year plan (1978-80’)

The F irst Five-Year Plan (1973-78) vas prepared vithin  ene 
and a h a lf years ®f Liberation o f Bangladesh vhen a nev government 

vas in it s  early stage o f  formation and yet beset vith  stupendous 

economic and social problems. Besides in stitu tion al lim itation , the 

Plan vas seriously handicapped by the inadequacy ®f s ta t is t ic a l  

information. Ab®ve a ll  the Plan got o f f  a d iff ic u lt  start due to 

global in fla tion  and depression in the leading vorld economies vhlch 

made aid prospect gl®omier. The Plan could not simply operate under 

these circumstances.117

The First Five Year Plan o f Bangladesh vas due to expire on 

June, 30 , 1978. The question o f beginning th* preparation o f the 

Second Five Year Plan vas mooted in the middle o f  1976 and vas under 

consideration f®r sometime. Undoubtedly there vere tvo opinions,®ne 

for preparing the regular second Five Year Plan effective  from July 

1978 and the other for a short term plan. Strong arguments vere 

advanced on both sid es, and In June 1977 Govt, decided for the for

mulation o f a Tvo Year Plan for the period July 1978 to June 1980.118

This vas due to the fact that by the end o f the First Plan, a

second Five Year Plan could not meaningfully be undertaken as a larg#

number o f projects could not be finished vithin the stipulated period.

Therefore, a Tv© Year Plan vas formulated to complete as many o f the
119

ongoing schemes as possible vithin the available resources.

117. Bangladesh. Planning Commission. The Tvo Year Plaq; X975-g£Up*3>

118. Ib id . T P .23. See also S ta tis tic a l Pocket Book of Bangladesh,
P. 594, TYP vas made to complete many ongoing projects.

119. S ta tis t ic a l Year book o f Bangladesh: 1983. Dhaka: BSS, 1983,
Y.594.-------------------------
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The objectives o f  the plan vere as fo llo v ss-  

1. to achieve higher rate o f  grovth o f the economy over vhat 

vas achieved during the First Plan, 2 . to develop the rural economy,

3 . to reduce dependence on foreign aid, 4 . to expand employment 

opportunities, 5 . to move forvard se lf-su ffic ie n cy  in food grains 

and 6. to improve provision o f  basic needs such as food, clothing, 

drinking vater, health services and education.120 The plan gave 

p rio rities  to the foll©v<ng12:L (a) "To attach top most priority to 

ongoing projects/programmes vhich could be completed by June, 1980

(b) To prune those projects vhich eith»r no longer met social/economic 

p ro fita b ilty  c r ite r ia , or for vhich proper fe a s ib ility  had not been 

established; (c) To include projects/programmes for vhich foreign aid 

vas available or in sigh t; (d) To include quickyielding and comple

mentary projects/programmes vhich vould contribute to the increase 

o f  output; (e) To give p riorities to labour intensive projects/pro- 

gramines vhich vould create more employment and ensure the use o f  

loca l resources and loca l participation; (f)  To mount maximum effo rts  

for the expansion and d iversification  o f exports; (g) To improve 

management and rationalise cost o f  operations in the public sector, 

and to provide greater assistance to private Sector in the preparation 

and implementation e f  projects; (h) To undertake surveys/studies 

essen tia l for preparation o f the Second Five Year Plan/perspective 

plan. (1) To include projects vhich v i l l  create infrastructure for 

the Implementation o f the Second Five Year Plan.

120. Bangladesh. Planning Committee. The Tvo Year Plant 1978-80T P.3.

121. Bangladesh. Planning Commission. Guidelines on the Tvo Year
Plan, 1975-80, p .2. !----------------

I
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The project! o f establishment o f National Library and National

Archives were included in TYP. Tt was stated that "The schemes taken

up for implementation included the development o f  National Archives 
and lib r a r ie s .1^2

The original project o f  the National Library o f Tk. 27.70 

lakhs were recast for Tk. 501.88 lakhs. The Project Evaluation 
Committee in considering the project recommended only one multi- 

storied building far the combined scheme for National Library and 

National Archives. I t  also recommended a Sub-committee to examine 
the d etails  o f  the project. The Sub-committee in its  meeting on 

June 12,1980 suggested some measures for minimising the c o s t .123 

After 18 days o f the meeting o f the sub-committee the TYP ended. So 

there was no noticeable progress o f  the project in the TYP although 

funds were allocated through ADP. Tk. 86.70 lakhs were allocated  

in the year 1979-80 for the combined scheme. Tk. 84.75 lakhs were 

spent. Total allocation and expenditure o f the combined scheme from 

1975-76-79 is  stated below.12^

(Taka in lakhs)
Financial
Year.

5 Allocations 
S

5
S

Expenditure made 
124.

SLocal OF.E. ? Total f Lee al B F.E. B Total
1975-76 5 .00  - 5.00
N.L. 
N. A. 1.40

1.40 1.40

122. o p .c l t . 117, p. 232.

123. Directorate o f Archives and Libraries. Combined scheme o f the
National Library and National Archives o f Bangladesh (Revised) , 
(Code No. 110-021-0901-1976), p. 26.

124. Bangladesh. Planning Commission Revised Annual Development 
Programmes for 1975-76. 1976-77. 1977-78. 1978-79.
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1976-77
N.L.
N. A.

3 .00  -
3 . 0 0  -
6.00

3 .00
3.0Q -
6.00

3.00 -
3 .0 0  -
6.00

3.00  
3 tW
6 .0 0

N. A.
4.50 -
4 .50  -

4 .50
4 .50

4 .50  -
4 .50  -

4 .50
4 .50

9.00 9 .00 9.00 9.00

N.L. 27.60 -
27.60 -

27.60
27.60

27.26
27.26

27.26
27.26

55.20 55.20 54.86 54.86

1979-80 
( combined) 8 6 .7 0 85.70 84.75 84.75

T o t a l 160.90 160.90 156 .01 156 .01

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  work in c lu d i n g  p i l i n g  work f o r  foundat ion  was 

s t a r t e d .  The p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  development p ro je c ts -* -^  which cou ld  n ot  

be com pleted  126 d ur ing  FFYP was taken up f o r  im plementat ion  under 

the Two Year Plan ( 1 9 7 8 - 8 0 ) .  In the case  o f  p r o j e c t  No. 1 new b u i l 

d in g s  f o r  f i v e  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l  n o n -g o v t ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  were c on s 

t r u c t e d .  Ten l i b r a r i e s  were g iven n e c e s s a r y  funds f o r  improvement o f  

b u i l d i n g s ,  procurement o f  fu r n i t u r e  and b o o k s .  The e n t i r e  amount ©f 

the  a l l o c a t i o n  was d i s b u r s e d .  The l i b r a r y  I n s t i t u t e  was a lso  e s ta b 

l i s h e d .  The break  down 127 o f  the items o f  exp en d iture  o f  the Sub

p r o j e c t  " R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  the C e n tr a l  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y "  was as fa l l o w s

125. D i r e c t e r a t e  o f  E d u ca t io n .  Development o f  ^ l l c  L^ r a g l .e.|
Govt ,  and N on -govt .  In Bangladesh , P r o j e c t  No, 1 and. 2 ,  1973 I .

126.  I b i d .
127. East P ak is ta n .  Education  Department.  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  CentraJ. 

P u b l i c  L ib r a r y .  ( R e v l s e d l *
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a) Cest  o f  land (4 Acres )  -  4 .6 0  la khs .

b) Land Development _ i . o o  lakhs.
c )  Construction Cost

74 ,000 s q .  f t . -

1) L ib ra ry  B u i ld in g :

Ground F lo o r  - 21 ,000 s f t .

1 s t  f l o o r  - 14,500 s f t .

2nd f l o o r  - 9 ,000 s f t .

i i ) Quarter  f o r  
e s s e n t i a l  s t a f f - 3 ,0 00 s f t .

i i i ) Cyc le  & Mot®r

C yc le  Stand - 2 ,000 s f t .

i v ) Canteen - 750 s f t .

v ) Prayer Room - 750 s f t .

v i ) Chie f  L ibr  a r i  an’ s 
q u a r te r  - 2 ,000 s f t .

v i i ) E xtens ion  D iv n . - 4 ,0 0 0 s f t .

i r i i i ) Allowances f o r  
C o r r i d o r s ,  L i f t ,  
s a n i t a r y  e t c . 17,000 s f t .

74 ,000 s f t .

d )  A r c h i t e c t ' s  fee  -  Rs. 2 .2 0  la k h s .

e )  F urniture  & Equipment -  Rs. 1 .00  la k h s .

T o t a l  N o n -r e cu rr in g :  R s .3 1 .0 0  lakhs*

f )  S t a f f  -  2 .0 6

g) Books & P e r i o d i c a l s  3 .1 6

h)  Cont ingency  0 .2 1

i )  T . A. -  0 .1 3

T e t a l  r e c u r r i n g :  R s .5 .5 6

I
Grand T o t a l Rs. 3 6 .5 6  lakhs .
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P rogress  © f  work in  t h i s  Plan p e r io d  was very  s a t i s f a c t o r y .

A l l  works e x e c p t  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s ta c k  room in  the second f l o o r

o f  the l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s t a f f  q u ar te r  and com ple t ion

o f  the auditor ium  were completed in  t h i s  p e r i o d .  No p ro g re s s  was made

on o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The S u b - p r o j e c t  was d e c la r e d  completed

in  June 1980 on the c o n d i t i o n  th a t  the remaining in com ple te  works
128would be taken up in  the Second Five  Year Plan. As regards  the 

S u b - p r o j e c t  "C h it ta gong  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y "  there  was the placement o f  

Tk. 1 .1 9  lakh with  the PWD. But the PWD c o u ld  not  f i n a l i s e  the Plan 

o f  the s u b - p r o j e c t .  I t  c o u ld  n o t  complete  the d e t a i l e d  es t im ate  o f  

the p r o j e c t .  As such there  was no p rog ress  in  any way o f  the sub

p r o j e c t  ' G’ oven in  the TYP. The s u b - p r o j e c t - T  (e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  at R a jsh ah i )  was a lso  taken up in  the TYP. Tk. 12.90 

lakhs were prov ided  in  thePlan p e r io d  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  work.  The 

b re a k -u p  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  work was as f o l l o w s : ! 29

1 .  The L ib ra ry  B u i ld in g  

*0 Ground F l o o r :

1) Main entrance  area -  750 s f t .

i i )  F i r s t  read ing  h a l l  ( g e n e r a l )  -  4000 s f t .

i i i )  I s l a m ic  s e c t i o n  -  1500 s f t .

i v )  P e r i o d i c a l s  room -  1000 s f t .

v )  S tack  room -  4000 s f t .

v i )  P ro c e s s in g  S e c t i o n  -  1800 s f t .

128. Bangladesh C e n t r a l  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y .  Development o f  Bangladesh 
C e n t r a l  P ub l ic  L Ib r a r v ,' (  1 9 8 0 - 8 4 ) . (Code No. 11 0 -0 30 -0901-1980 ,  
pp. 3 - 6 .

129.  Bangladesh C e n tr a l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y .  Development o f  Ra.lshahl 
D i v i s i o n a l  P ub l ic  L ib ra ry  ( R e v i s e d ) .  ( 1 9 7 3 -8 3 1 . (Code No. 110-031
0 9 0 1 - 1 9 8 0 ) ,  pp. 4 - 1 9 .
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b)  F i r s t  F l o o r :

i )  A d m in is tra t iv e  b l o c k  

i i )  Second Reading h a l l

i i i )  S tack  room

i v )  Auditorium

c )  P r i n c i p a l  L ib r a r ia n s  qu a r ter

d)  S t a f f  qu ar ter

e )  C y c le  s tand ,  Canteen 
Prayer h a l l

A d d i t i o n  o f  25$ fa r  w a l l s ,  s t a f f s ,  
C o r r i d o r s ,  s to ra g e  space e t c .

A d d i t i o n  o f  5% f o r  S an i ta ry  Accommo
d a t i o n

say

C o n s t r u c t io n  c o s t  @ Rs. 3 0 / - p e r  s f t .  = R s . 11.40 la khs .

Land development = Rs. 0 .5 0  la khs .

Cost  o f  land = Rs. 1>00 l a ^ s .

T o t a l  Cost^Rs. 12 .90  la k h s .

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  work o f  the s u b - p r o j e c t  cou ld  n o t  be s ta r t e d  

i n  time because  o f  the d e la y  in  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  land and f i n a l i s a t l o n  

o f  the P l a n . l3 0 S» the s u b - p r o j e c t  c o u ld  n o t  be f u l l y  implemented.

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the l i b r a r y  b u i ld in g  was completed e x e c p t  mosaic 

w orks ,  w h ite  washing ,  window g r i l l s ,  s a n i t a r y  and water supply  and

1950 s f t .  

4000 s f t .  

4000 s f t .  

3000 s f t .  

1000 s f t .  

1200 s f t .

1000 s f t .  

"29,200 s f t .

7300 s f t .

1460 s f t .  

37 ,96 0  s q . f t .  

38 ,000  S f t .

130. T b id ., p .4 .
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e l e c t r i c a l  w orks ,  compound r o a d ,  auditor ium , r e s i d e n t i a l  q u a r te r s ,  

prayer  h a l l  and c y c l e  s t a n d . 131 No p r o f e s s i o n a l  was appointed  f o r  the 

l i b r a r y  du r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Under such s i t u a t i o n  the s u b - p r o j e c t  was 

r e v i s e d  and taken up in  the Second Five Year Plan o f  Bangladesh.

Tn the  tw o -year  plan a l so  the same la th e r g y  and la c k  o f  due a t te n 

t i o n  was v i s i b l e  on the part  o f  the government machinery in  com plet ing  

the p r o j e c t s  s t a r t e d  in  the F i r s t  Five Year Plan. Tk. 1 .90  lakh was 

s a n c t io n e d  f o r  the development o f  Chittagong  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y .  But the 

c o n cern ed  Govt,  machinery c o u ld  n o t  even prepare the d es ig n  o f  the 

Plan and d e t a i l s  o f  e x p e n d i t u r e .  As such the concerned  l i b r a r y  deve 

lopment programme was d e la y e d .  The same d e la y  was n o t i c e a b l e  in  the 

case  o f  Ra jshahi  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y .  One o f  the important causes  f o r  t h i s  

undue d e la y  vas  the absence o f  any agency,  e x c l u s i v e l y  meant f o r  the 

development o f  l i b r a r i e s .

The main purpose beh ind  the Two Year Plan vas the com p le t ion  o f  

the in com ple te  p r o j e c t s  o f  the F i r s t  Five Year Plan but some o f  the 

remaining  u n f in i s h e d  p r o j e c t s  o f  the FFYP c o u ld  n o t  be completed even 

in  the Tv© Year Plan P e r io d .

The Second Five Year Plan (1980 -85 )

The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the Second Five Year Plan vere  formulated in  the 

c o n t e x t  o f  overwhelming problems o f  p o v e r t y ,  unemployment, i l l i t e r a c y  

and m a ln u t r i t i o n  o f  the masses,  m ost ly  l i v i n g  in r u r a l  areas. Tn the 

past  h igh  growth ra te  o f  p o p u la t io n  on one hand and s low growth o f  

economy on the e t h e r  had accentuated  these  problems over  t im e.  These 

were so massive problems th a t  o n ly  humble success  c o u ld  be achieved in 

the medium-term plan p e r i o d .  Keeping v i e v  o f  these  l i m i t s  the o b j e c t i 

v es  o f  the Plan v e r e  d e f in e d  as f o l l o w s

131. Ibid. . p .5.
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1. To b r in g  about a n o t i c e a b l e  improvement in  the standard 

o f  l i v i n g  by ensu r ing  adequate s u p p l i e s  o f  the b a s i c  n e e d s . (2 )  To 

b r in g  about s i g n i f i c a n t  improvement in the q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  in the 

r u r a l  a reas .  ( 3 )  T© expand o p p o r t u n i t i - s  f o r  g a i n f u l  employment.

(4 )  To e l i m i n a t e  i l l i t e r a c y .  (5 )  To reduce  the ra te  o f  p o p u la t io n  

growth. ( 6 )  To a t t a in  h ig h e r  degree o f  s e l f - r e l i a n c e .  (7 )  To move 

towards a more e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  income, r e s o u r c e s  and 

t o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  b e t t e r  s o c i a l  J u s t i c e .  (8 )  T© a c c e l e r a t e  food

p r o d u c t io n  and (9 )  To a c c e l e r a t e  the pace o f  economic  deve lopm en t .332

Tn the f i e l d  o f  S p o r t s ,  Culture  and R e l ig i o u s  A f f a i r s  one o f  the 

o b j e c t i v e s  was to  expand l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  f o r  the r u r a l  p e o p l e . 133 

" L i b r a r i e s  and A r ch iv e s "  were the broad heads o f  the c u l t u r a l  pro 

gramme o f  the plan p e r i o d . ^ 4

The Plan ob se rv e d  th a t  "Bangladesh was p a r t i c u l a r l y  poor In 
l i b r a r y  r e s o u r c e s  and s e r v i c e s  whether f o r  the o r d in a r y  reader  er

a r e s e a r c h  s c h o l a r .  Development o f  l i b r a r i e s  in both  p u b l i c  as w e l l  

as p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s  had been u n u sa l ly  s low .  I l l i t e r a c y  among the 

p e o p le  combined with  I n d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  o f  the educated  towards 

development o f  l i b r a r i e s  accounted  f o r  the p ov er ty  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in 

the c o u n t r y .  Progress  in  f i e l d  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in  the D i v i s i o n a l  

h e a d qu a rters  was below the d e s i r e .  Non-government p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  

at d i s t r i c t  and s u b - d i v i s i o n  l e v e l s  v e r e  a lso  below the accepted  

s tand ard .  The p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  system in  the cou n try  needed ov e rh a u l in g

358

132. Bangladesh .  Planning Commission. The Second F ive Year Plan 
( 1 9 8 0 - 8 5 ) . 1980, p . 4 .

133. Ibid^_, pp. XVI- 4 6 .

134. I b i d . . pp. XVI- 4 8 .

I
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v i t h  e f f e c t i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s u p p o r t ” . The Plan conta in pd  the 

programme o f  "development o f  c e n t r a l  p u b l i c  L ib r a r y  at Dacca,  D i v i 

s i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  and s e l e c t e d  d i s t r i c t ,  s u b - d i v i s i o n a l  and thana l i b -
1 3 6

r a r i e s ,  t r a i n i n g  programme f o r  l i b r a r i a n s  and books  f o r  a l l  l i b r a r i e s . ” 

The programme o f  l i b r a r y  development o f  the Plan vas c o m p a ra t iv e ly  

v e r y  com p rehens ive .  The Plan c o n ta in e d  n e tv o rk  o f  L ib r a r y  development 

from thana to  the  c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  the  s t a t e  and f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  

o f  l i b r a r i a n s  and s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  r i g h t  books  f o r  the r i g h t  r e a -
137

d e r s .  The Plan r e c o g n is e d  these  th in g s  and made p r o v i s i o n  f o r  them.

The Plan c o n t a in e d  programme f o r  the  development o f  N a t ion a l

L ib r a r y  and N a t io n a l  A r ch iv e s .  I t  env isaged  th a t  the N a t iona l  L ib r a r y

v i l l  be d eve lop ed  v h i c h  v i l l  be the l a r g e s t  r e p o s i t o r y  o f  books and

p e r i o d i c a l s  in  the c o u n t r y .  I t  v i l l  form the apox o f  l i b r a r y  system.

The N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  and N a t io n a l  Arch ives  v i l l  j o i n t l y  share one
138

b u i l d i n g  and o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s

The Plan t o o k  the  programme o f  development o f  I s la m ic  Foundation

and e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  I s la m ic  C u l tu r a l  Centres in  each D i v i s i o n a l  head-
139q u a r te r s  v i t h  l i b r a r y  and t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  During t h i s  plan

p e r i o d ,  c o n s c i o u s  e f f o r t s  v e r e  made in  form o f  d e f i n i t e  programmes f o r

u t i l i s i n g  the mosques f o r  mass ed u ca t io n  and the  s e r v i c e s  o f  the Imams

f o r  the  purpose .  Programmes v e r e  in c lu d e d  in  the Plan f o r  s e t t i n g  up
140o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  5 ,0 0 0  mosques during  the Plan p e r i o d .  Mr. A.Z.M. 

Shamsul Alam a former C .S .P .  in  h i s  book  r i g h t l y  recommended f o r  the 

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  l i b r a r y  in  Mosques1^ 1

135

135. I b i d . ,  pp. XVI-49 .
136. I b i d .
137. Ranganathan, S .R .  S o c i a l  S c ie n ce  Research and L ib  c a r l e s , London: 

A s ia  P u b l is h in g  House, I960 ,  p . 8 .
138. Bangladesh Planning Commission. The Second F ive  YPar P la n , (1980-85  

pp. XVI-49 .
139. I b i d . . pp .X V I-5 0 .
140. I b i d . o
141. Alam, shamsul.Mosque L i b r a r y . Dhaka: I s la m ic  Foundation ,  1983,

pp. 1 -3 1 .
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The Plan earmarked Tk. 5 .5 0  c r o r e s  f o r  development o f  p u b l i c  

l i b r a r i e s  d ur ing  the Plan p e r io d .  The amount would b* spent  f o r  

c o m p le t io n  o f  the C e n t r a l  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y ,  development o f  D i v i s i o n a l  

Government p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  d i s t r i c t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and purchase 

o f  books f o r  a l l .  The same amount o f  money i . e . T k .  5 .5 0  c r o r e s  were

budgeted  f o r  N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  and N a t io n a l  A rch iv es .  The items o f

e x p e n d i tu r e  were f i x e d .  These were f o r  p repa ra t ion  © f  N a t i o n a l  B ib 

l i o g r a p h y ,  r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e s ,  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  e t c . 142 Tk* 2 .5 0

c r o r e s  were a l l o t t e d  f o r  the development o f  500 Mosque l i b r a r i e s ,  
purchase o f  almirahs and b ook s .  I s la m ic  Foundation L ib r a r y ,  Dacca

was a l l o t t e d  Tk. 0 .5 0  c r o r e  f o r  purchase o f  books on r e l i g i o u s  
a f f a i r s . 143

The aims and o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the Second Five Year Plan v l s - a - v 1 s

p rev iou s  two P lan s ,  env isaged  that  u n l ik e  o th e r  p rev iou s  Plans made

during  B r i t i s h  R u le ,  P a k is ta n i  Rule and Bangladesh t im e s ,  planners 

and p o l i c y  makers s t r e s s e d  the need f o r  f u n c t i o n a l  N a t i o n a l  L ibrary  

and network o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  p o t e n t i a l s  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  removing

i l l i t e r a c y  in  Bangladesh by e s t a b l i s h i n g  l i b r a r i e s  in  thanas and 

Mosques. I t  i s  no denying the f a c t  th a t  in  a poor cou n try  l i k e  Bang

l a d e s h ,  government, people  and the i n t e l l i g e n t i a  f e l t  and expressed  

the need f o r  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  and they r e a l i s e d  that  the supply  and

142. Bangladesh .  Planning Commission, ^he Second Five Year Plan 
( 1 9 8 0 - 8 5 ) ,  pp .XVI-53 .

143. I b i d . ,  pp. XVI- 5 4 ,

*
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e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  l i b r a r i e s  would c r e a t e  demands f o r  good and la rg e  

number o f  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  s o c i a l ,  economic em ancipation  o f  the people  

and o v e r a l l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the c o u n t r y .  I t  •would be most wise 

and d e s i r a b l e  i f  the Planning Commission, e d u c a t i o n i s t s  and econom ists  

would make a com prehens ive ,  e x c l u s i v e  and e x h a u s t iv e ,  f u n c t i o n a l  and 

pragmatic Plan f o r  l i b r a r y  development f o r  the country  w ith  adequate 

fundSj manpower and r e s o u r c e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  were the L i s t  o f  l i b r a r y  

development p r o j e c t s  in c lu d e d  in  the Second Five Year Plan with  a l l o 

c a t i o n s . 144

( Tk. in  lakh)

S 5 5
S e c t e r / S u b - S e c t o r  J A p p rov a l }  Estimated 5 SFYP A l l o c a t i o n
Name o f  P r o j e c t s 5 s t a t u s  5 c o s t . j At 1979 /  EAt cu rren t

f ! } ' 8 0  p r i c e s  Bprices
.  1 5 .... 2 5 3 f 4 _ 1  5

A g r i c u l t u r e ;

1. E s tab l ish m en t  o f  A 149.28  0 .4 9  0 .5 5
N a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l 
ture  L ib r a r y  in  
BARC.

E ducation  and R e l i g i o u s  
A f f a i r s .____________________

1. S e t t in g  up o f  Mosque A 100.00 68 .94  100.00
L i b r a r i e s  f o r  Commu
n i t y  Development.

2 .  I s l a m ic  Foundation A 50 .00  37 .25  50 .00
L ib r a r y  Development

144. Bangladesh .  Planning Commission. The Second Five Year Plan
1980-85 ( L i s t  o f  P r o j e c t s ) « Dhaka; November, 1983.
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I
S c i e n t i f i c  & T e c h n o l o g i c a l  
Research (SRT):______________

1. BCSIR L aboratory
L ib r a r y .  A

2 .  N a t i o n a l  S c ience  
L ib r a r y .

H ea lth :

U

89 .50

120.85

1.  E stab l ishm ent  o f  N a t i o n a l  
Hea lth  L ib r a r y  and Docume
n t a t i o n  Centre A 4 2 .36

Sports  and C u l t u r e /
C u l t u r e : ___________

1. Devt .  o f  N a t i o n a l
L ib r a r y  A 305 .50

2 .  Devt.  o f  Bangladesh 
C e n t r a l  P ub l ic
L ib r a r y  A 90 .90

3 .  D evt .  o f  Rajshahi  D iv .
P u b l i c  L ib r a r y (R e v i s e d )

A 116.40

4 .  E x te n s io n  o f  
Khulna D iv .  P u b l ic
L ib r a r y .  A 4 9 .2 6

5 .  Devt .  © f  Thana 
P u b l i c  L ib r a r y -
cum-Auditor ium. A 101.00

6 .  Devt .  o f  Ctg .
D i v i s i o n a l  P ub l ic
L i b r a r y .  TJ 100.00

23.70

105.50

28 .57

184.52

84 .60

62 .00

29 .17

36 .93

20.00

26 .50  

173.10

4 0 .0 0

223 .44

106.03

81 .09

4 0 .4 7

4 5 .00

3 1 .9 6

N a t i o n a l  L ib r s r y

The P r o j e c t  E va lu at ion  Committee in  i t s  meeting h e ld  on September

9 ,  1980 c o n s i d e r in g  the proposed  r e v i s e d  p r o j e c t  a lo n g v l th  the r e c o -  
145mmendations Qf  the Sub-Committee recommended

145. Bangladesh.  Planning Commission. Education  and T ra in in g  S e c t o r . 
No. P/EDN/EPifU 1 3 /7 4 /7 5  (P art  TIT) datffd 2 7 t9,198£Lt.
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" 1) The scheme should  be re-named as "Combined Scheme fo r

N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  and N a t io n a l  A rch iv es ,  ( i i )  The t o t a l  c o s t  o f

the scheme should be f i x e d  to  Tk. 4 6 5 .1 8  la k h s ,  ( i i i )  Only two

f l o o r s  o f  the  s ta ck  b l o c k  v ou ld  be a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d  v i t h  package

a i r - c o n d i t l o n e r s  in  p lace  o f  c e n t r a l  a i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g  s y s t e m . ( i v )

C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g  o f  N a t io n a l  Arch ives  vou ld  be c o n s id e r e d

upon co m p le t io n  o f  the b u i l d i n g  f o r  the N a t ion a l  L ib r a r y  in  the

l i g h t  o f  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e s o u r c e s  e t c .  ( v )  The b u i l d i n g  o f  N a t i o n a l

L ib r a r y  v ou ld  be shared by both the o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i . e .  N a t io n a l

L ib r a r y  and N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  t i l l  the N a t io n a l  Arch ives  b u i l d in g

vas a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u s e . " 1^

The E x e cu t iv e  Committee o f  the N a t io n a l  Economic C o u n c i l  in 
147i t s  m eeting  h e l d  on December 30 ,1980 f i n a l l y  approved the scheme 

as per the recommendations o f  the P r o j e c t  E va luat ion  Committee s ta te d  

e a r l i e r .  The p r o j e c t  vas renamed as "Combined Scheme f o r  N a t io n a l  

L ib r a r y  and N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s " .  The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the p r o j e c t  v e r e : -  

r,( i )  To maintain and d e v e lo p  a n a t i o n a l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  

m a t e r i a l s ;  ( i i )  to  serve  as a n a t i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e  and re sea rch  l i b r a r y ;  

( i i i )  t o  com pile  n a t i o n a l  b i b l i o g r a p h y  and prov ide  o t h e r  b i b l i o g r a 

p h i c a l  s e r v i c e s  as r e q u i r e d ;  ( i v )  to  compile  a union c a t a l o g u e ;  (v )  

to  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n t e r  l i b r a r y  l o a n s ,  both -within the country  

and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ;  ( v i )  t o  serve  as a c e n t re  f o r  the dessem ination  

o f  in fo r m a t io n  on n a t i o n a l  and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  b a s i s  and to a s s i s t  in

146. Bangladesh Planning Commission. The Second Five Year Plan o f  
Bangladesh ( 1 9 8 0 - 8 5 ) ,  Dhaka, May, 1983, p . 23.

147. A d m in is tra t iv e  approval  No. Dev. 1 - 7 2 /7 7 /6 1  d t .  9 . 2 . 8 1  is su ed  
by the M i n i s t r y  o f  Sports  and C u ltu re .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



364

g e n e r a l j i n  the f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  c o - o p e r a t i o n ;  ( v i i )  to  serve  as 

a c o o r d i n a t i n g  and a s s i s t a n c e  c e n t re  f o r  a l l  l i b r a r i e s  in  the coun

t r y ;  ( v i i i )  t o  serve  as an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  book exchange c e n t r e ; ( i x )  

to  se rv e  as a n a t i o n a l  p h otocop y ing  c e n t r e ;  (x )  to  prov ide  s c i e n t i f i c  

in fo r m a t io n  and r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e s  to  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  r e a d e r s ;  and 

( x i )  to  p r o v id e  e d u c a t i o n a l  and t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  in  the f i e l d  

o f  l i b r a r y  management and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' ' . l4 8The d u ra t io n  o f  the 

p r o j e c t  vas  from ^u ly  1976 to  June 1985. Work components o f  the 

p r o j e c t  v i t h  c o s t  v e r e  as f o l l o v s :

N ame o f  items *
5
f

Cost 
(Tk. iri lakh)

1 f 2

~  ( i ) Cost  o f  land (About 2 a c re s ) 20 .00
i i ) Development o f  land 4 .5 0

i i i ) A r c h i t e c t ’ s fee 18.22
i v ) C o n s t r u c t io n  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  b u i ld i n g  

(A seven s t o r i e d  b u i l d i n g  v i t h  a 
t o t a l  f l o o r  area o f  1 ,0 1 ,3 4 0  sq .  f t . ) 240 .68

v ) C o n s t r u c t io n  o f  Roads and Footpath 5 .00
v i ) S a n i t a r y ,  v a t e r  supply  e t c . 12 .28

v i i ) I n t e r n a l  E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n 3 0 .7 1

v i i i ) C o n s t r u c t io n  cont ingen c ies (P W D 1s ) 
departm enta l  charges  e t c . ) 18 .22

i x )  Machinery  & Eauipment:

a) L i f t s  (2  N os . ) 20 .00

b)  A i r c o n d i t i o n e r s  (8  N o s . ) 20 .00

148. D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Arch ives  and L i b r a r i e s .  Combined Scheme o f  the
N a t i o n a l  L ibrary  and the N a t io n a l  Arch ives  o f  Bangladesh(1 9 7 6 -8 5 ) 
(Code No. 1 1 0 -0 21 -09 0 1 -1 97 6 ) .
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c ) T ra n sp or t  V e h i c l e  (1  N o . ) 1.50
d> O f f i c e  equipment 1.07
• ) R e p a ir ,  p r e s e r v a t i o n  & b in d ing  

equipment. 5 .0 0
x ) Furniture 15.00

x i ) Purchase o f  Books and Journals 13.00
x i i j Pay & Allowances ( f o r  t o t a l  62 p o s t s ) 25 .00

x i i i ) T ra in in g  o f  O f f i c e r s 5 .0 0
x i v ) C o n t in g e n c ie s 10.00

T e t a l : 4 6 5 . 1 8 «

C o n s t r u c t io n  work was s ta r t e d  by the P u b l ic  Vorks Department 

but  in  1981-82 the Planning Commission reduced the c o s t  o f  the pro

j e c t  to  Tk. 305 .50  lakhs from the approved c o s t s  o f  Tk, 4 6 5 .1 8 .  As

a r e s u l t  o f  the c o s t  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  the 4 t h , 5 t h ,  6 th ,  and 7th f l o o r  
o f  the s t a c k  b l o c k s  were dropped.  The r a t i o n a l i s e d  c o s t  was in s 

u f f i c i e n t  even f o r  the reduced scheme. Moreover the c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t  

due to  i n f l a t i o n  in c r e a s e d  abnormally.  So the i n t e r - m i n i s t e r i a l  mee

t i n g  h e l d  on February 01 ,  1983 in  the Planning Commission recommended 

the f o l l o w i n g  r e v i s i o n  o f  the p r o j e c t :

" ( i )  The c o s t  should  be l i m i t e d  w ith in  a reasona b le  amount, not  

e x c e e d in g  Tk. 426 ,00  lakhs in  any c a s e ,  ( i i )  Cost o f  books and fu r 

n i t u r e  shou ld  be reduced as much as p o s s i b l e ,  ( i i i )  There should be 

no p r o v i s i o n  f o r  s t a f f  s a la r y  during  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  works as there  

c o u ld  be no need f o r  s t a f f  u n t i l  the p r o j e c t  s t a r t s  f u n c t i o n i n g ,

149.  S ou rce :  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Arch ives  and L i b r a r i e s .

i
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when a l s o ,  the s t a f f  s a l a r y  c o u ld  p r e f e r a b ly  be met from the Revenue

Budget,  ( i v )  Implementation M on ito r in g  and E va luat ion  D i v i s i o n  would

check  with  the PDB as to  whether e l c e c t r i c  s u b - s t a t i o n  would be at
150a l l  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  the p r o j e c t ' 1. The p r o j e c t  was r e v i s e d  as p*r the 

above recommendations.  But even that  r e v i s e d  c o s t  was q u i t e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  

due to  f u r t h e r  i n f l a t i o n  f o r  the co m p le t io n  o f  the p r o j e c t .  So the 

p r o j e c t  E v o lu t i o n  Committee in  i t s  meeting on Sept*mb»r 29 ,  1983 took  

the f o l l o w i n g  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  the co m p le t io n  o f  the p r o j e c t  ac cord ing  to

the o r i g i n a l  Plan:

( i )  "The p r o j e c t  shou ld  be c om p l» t»d  w i th in  SFYP p e r io d  (by June 

19 ,1985)  at a c o s t  o f  Tk. 765.00  lakhs out  o f  vh ich  Tk. 700 .00  lakhs 

would go f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  ( i i ) Sports  and Culture D i v i s i o n  vou ld  

p r o v id e  Tk. 250 .00  lakhs by i n t r a - s e c t o r a l  ad justments .  ( i i i )  A ircon -  

d i t i o n l n g  should n o t  be used f o r  a d m in is t r a t iv e  o f f i c e s  and read-’ ng 

r o o m s / h a l l s ,  ( i v )  Number o f  t y p i s t s  should b»  fo u r  in s te a d  o f  s i x .

Pay s c a l e s  and d e s ig n a t i o n s  should  be as p*r new n a t i o n a l  pay s c a l e s l o j
and s t a f f i n g  pa tte rn  should be d e a l t  v i t h  the E stabl ishm ent  D i v i s i o n " .

The ECNEC f i n a l l y  approved the fu r t h * r  r e v i s e d  p r o j e c t  f o r  Tk.

79 2 .3 0  lakhs ( i n c lu d i n g  Tk. 27 .30  lakhs f o r  c o s t  e s c a l a t i o n )  on A p r i l  
1522 2 ,  1984, which had the f o l l o w in g  o b j e c t i v e s :

" ( i )  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  books and p u b l i c a t i o n s  under the C opyr ight  Law 

and b i l a t e r a l  agreements and preserve  them f o r  r e se a rc h  and r e fe r e n c e  

p u rp oses ,  ( i i )  C o l l e c t i o n ,  s c i e n t i f i c  p r e s e r v a t io n  and p r o p - r  main

tenance  o f  n o n -c u r re n t  g o v t ,  r e c o r d s  and Archives  as w e l l  as h i s -
m 153t o r t c a l  documents and manuscript  e t c . ” ____ ______

150. P lanning  Commission’ s l ^ t e r  No. ^  11 d t *2 2 *2 *8 3 *

i l l *  C & ilV t  D i v i s i o n ' s * l e t t e r CNo!ECNEC-5/131 / 8 4 / 8 4 ( 3 )  d t .
I l f  . f  t o c h i v . s  and L ib r a r l-s . ComMrW Scheme ^

and the KaMo^ l  Arch ives o f  B ^ la d e s h  (furthe r
r e v i s e d )  (1 9 7 6 -8 5 ) .  (Code No. 1 1 0 -0 21 -09 0 1 -1 97 6 ) .
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The S p o r t s  and Culture Division vas the sponsoring authority 

of the scheme. Directorate o f Archives ana Libraries vas the exceu- 

tlo n , operation and maintenance authority o f  the project. Duration 

o f i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  the project vas July 1 9 7 6  to June 1 9 8 5 .  

Investment cost o f  the project w i t h  major Items of cost vere as

follow s:

5
5 Cost

Ttmns o f  c o s t  j ______ (Tk. in laVhJ.

13.24

26.00

83.59

i )  Cost o f land (4 .16 Acr^s including 
land for National Archives)

i i )  Development o f land 

i l i )  Architects fee

iv) Construction o f functional building 
(a 7-storied  Library Building of 4 
blocks o f to ta l floor area o f 1 ,04 , 880 
sq. f t .  with construction provision o f  
stack block upto 6th floor and south 
blocks, east blocks and vest blocks 
upto 2nd floor)

a) Foundation eosti

b) Superstructures:

I) Stack block (upto 6th floor 
vith  a to ta l floor area o f
40225 sq. f t . )  91-89

l i )  South block (upto 2nd floor
vith  a to ta l floor area of 83 87
28,055 s q .f t .

i l l )  West block (upt® 2nd floor with
a to ta l floor area o f 17,230 s q .f t .)  51.

iv) T3ast block (upto 2nd floor v< th
a to ta l floor area o f 19,370 s q ,r t .)  57.04

v) School block (I t  Is an ancillary  
vork. A School vas In the project 
area vhlch Is to be sh ifted ). 2 - 83
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v i )  Other C o n s t ru c t io n  Works:

a) I n t e r n a l  Hoad, Boundary w a l l s ,
S an ita ry  and water  supply  i n s t a l l a 
t i o n s  and h o r t i c u l t u r e

b )  S u b - s t a t i o n  b u i l d in g

c )  Pump house

v i i )  I n t e r n a l  E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n .

v l i i )  C o n t in g e n c ie s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ( PWD's
departm enta l  charges  e t c . )

i x )  Machinery and Equipment:

a) L i f t s  (2  N o s . )

b )  A l r c o n d l t i o n e r s  8 Nos. (Package 
a i r c o n d i t i o n e r s  f o r  a i r c o n d i t l o n i n g  
two f l o o r s  o f  the s ta ck  b l o c k  in 
o r d e r  to  preserv e  d e l i c a t e  documents 
and n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  items o f  Archives  
and important read ing  and a u d io - v i s u a l  
m a t e r i a l s ) .

c )  T ransport  v e h i c l e  1 No.

d )  Water Pump

e )  S u b - s t a t i o n  equipment.

f)  Sky lig h t , flood light etc .

g) P la in  paper c o p i e r :  1

h) F ire  p r e v e n ta t io n  equipment

i )  T y p ew r ite r  (4 N o s . )

x )  F urniture

x i )  B ooks ,  Journals  e t c .  

x i i )  Pay and a l lowances  

x i i i )  C o n t in g e n c ie s

79 .72

1.80

0 .5 0

9 9 .3 1

20.00

20.00

3 .0 0

1.00 

25 .70

3 .1 7

2.00

1.00

1.00

8.00

6.00

2.00

2.00

Plus p r o v i s i o n  f o r  
c o s t  e s c a l a t i o n

T o t a l :  765 .00

27.30

T o t a l  investment c o s t :  Tk. 792.30
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Annual operating/recurring 

expenditure on completion of

the projegt vere: Tic. 10.25 lakh.

The scheme approved 42 new posts (the then existing 26 posts). 

Among the approved new posts there were one post o f Deputy Director, 

one post o f Chief B ibliogtaph-r, one post o f Bibliographer, one post 

o f Publication O fficer and one Chief Cataloguer. The number o f non- 

professional posts were larger than that o f professional posts. The 

qu alification  tests for none o f them were fixed. The development o f  

the professional side o f the library was not duly emphasised. Under 

the 2nd Plan in the financial year 1980- 81 Tk. 107.22 lakhs were 

allocated. 20$ o f  the functional building was completed. In 1981-82 

Tk. 75 .42 lakhs were allocated and 8$ o f th* functional building was 

completed. Tn 1982-83 and 1983-84 Tk. 21.46 lakhs and Tk. 131.89 lakhs 

respectively were allocated and with that amount 15$ o f the functional 

building and 30$ o f the in stalla tion  o f the machinery and equipment 

were done. In 1984-85 Tk. 300.00 lakhs were allocated and with i t  

17$ o f the functional building and instalation o f 70$ o f machinery 

and equipment would be completed. Thus in to ta l Tk. 636.29 lakhs 

vere allocated for the completion o f the project in different finan

c ia l  years o f the SFYP. The project is scheduled to be completed by
15430th June 1985.

154. Source: Directorate o f Archives and Libraries.
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The development o f  public libraries vas also emphasised in the
1 5 5

SFYP. The incomplete works o f the Central Public Library during 

the TYP were taken up in this plan period. Because o f various pro-
156

cedural, administrative and ©ther reasons the manpower requirements 

o f  the Rehabilitation scheme o f the Library could not be fu lf i l le d .

So the project namely "Development o f  Bangladesh Central Public Lib

rary" was taken up in the SFYP with the object o f  "Extension o f  

Public Library services and book provision for the p e o p l e " . T h e  

duration o f  the project having investment cost o f  Tk. 90.90 lakhs 

(Local Tk. 85.90 lakhs and F.31 Tk. 5 .00 lakhs) was from July 1980 

to June 84. The annual operating/recurring expenditure o f the project 

was estimated Tk. 9 .50  lakhs (L.C. Tk. 9 .00  lakhs and F.E. Tk.0.50

lakh). The project was designed to complete the following remaining

works157 o f the Rehabilitation scheme o f the Central Public Library:

"a) Construction o f stack room measuring Tk. 7 .05 lakh
5041 sq. f t .  on the 2nd floor o f  the
existing library building

b) Construction o f six  units s t a f f  Tk. 6 .68 lakh
quarters (3 ,711 sq. f t . )  for essential
s t a f f  o f the library

c) Remaining work o f  the auditorium Tk.31.81 lakh.

Public Libraries

155. Bangladesh Central Public Library. Development o f  Bangladesh
Central Public Libraries (1980-84) ."(Code No. 110-030-0901-1980), 
P*>. 3 -4 . ’

156. Ib id .

157. Approved project document.
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d) Other c o n s t r u c t i o n  -works such as Tk. 3 .3 0  lakh
remaining approach r o a d ,  paved
c o u r t y a r d ,  compound d r a i n ,
A r b o r i c u l t u r e  e t c .

e )  Procurement o f  support  f a c i l i t i e s  Tk. 2 6 .3 4  lakh,
such as b o o k s ,  l i b r a r y  fu rn i tu r e
and equipment,  t r a n s p o r t  v e h i c l e  
(one b o o k / l i b r a r y  v a n ) ,  machinery 
e t c .

f )  Improvement o f  sup port  person n e l  Tk. 9 .3 8  lakh,
p o s i t i o n  In o rd e r  to  run the p u b l i c
l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  throughout  the 
c o u n try

T o t a l  c o s t  o f  the Tk. 90 .90  lakh ,
p r o j e c t :

The manpower requirem ents  approved in the p r o j e c t  " R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  

o f  the C e n tr a l  P ub l ic  L ib ra ry  ( r e v i s e d ) "  were examined by the 4 member 

s u b -co m m it te e ,  formed in  the P r o j e c t  E v o lu t io n  Committee meeting 

h e l d  on September 17, 1980 from the s ta n d p o in t  o f  making the l i b r a r y  

as the c e n t r a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  to l o o k  a f t e r ; c o n t r o l  and administer  the 

p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  a f f a i r s  o f  the country  as an e x e c u t iv e  agency o f  the 

M i n i s t r y  o f  S ports  and C u l tu re .  The Sub-committee recommended 29 

a d d i t i o n a l  p o s ts  ( th e  then e x i s t i n g  53 p o s t s )  in c l u d in g  one post  o f  

the D i r e c t o r  o f  p u b l i c  L ibrary  S e r v i c e s ,  one post  o f  P r i n c i p a l  L ib

r a r ia n  o f  the C en tra l  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y ,  one post  o f  Dy. D i r e c t o r ,  and 

three  p o s ts  o f  L ib r a r ia n .  Among the 29 a d d i t i o n a l  posts  14 p r o f e s s i 

o n a ls  p o s ts  ( i n c l u d i n g  the D i r e c t o r )  were recommended. The n o n -p ro 

f e s s i o n a l  pos ts  were l a r g e r  in  number than those  o f  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p o s t s .

P rog ress

The p r o j e c t  was completed  by 30 June 1984 e x c e p t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  

o f  l i g h t  and sound equipment in  the L ib ra ry  Auditorium. I t  was expe
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c t e d  th a t  the remaining works would be in c lu d e d  in  the ADP fo r

1984-85 as w inding up p r o j e c t . 15*̂ The a ir  c o n d i t i o n i n g  o f  the audi-
159torium may be taken up in  the Third  Five Year Plan. The newly 

c r e a t e d  p o s ts  were n o t  f i l l e d  up u n t i l  disbandment o f  Bangladesh 

Par isha d .  A la rg e  number o f  o f f i c e r s  and s t a f f  o f  par ishad  was absor

bed to  th ese  pos ts  in 1982 a ccord in g  to the d e c i s i o n  o f  the CMLA.

The p r o j e c t  o f  Ra jshahi  D i v i s i o n a l  P u b l ic  L ib ra ry  in c lu d e d  in 

t h i s  plan p e r io d  was r e v i s e d  with the o b j e c t i v e  o f  e x t e n s io n  o f  p u b l ic  

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  and book p r o v i s i o n  f o r  the p e o p le .  The d u ra t ion  ©f 

the p r o j e c t  was August 1973 to  June 1983. The SFYP a l l o c a t e d  Tk.

6 7 .7 9  lakhs (T k .6 4 .7 9  lakhs as l o c a l  cu rren cy  and Tk. 3 .0 0  lakhs as 

F . E . ) .  Tk. 4 8 .6 1  lakhs were spent  under t h i s  p r o j e c t  upto 3 0 . 6 . 7 9 .

So the t o t a l  c o s t  o f  the p r o j e c t  was Tk. 116.40 la ldis .  The spon sor in g

and e x e c u t i o n  a u th o r i ty  o f  the p r o j e c t  was M in i s t r y  o f  Sports  and
16 0

C u l t u r e ,  and P.W.D. and Bangladesh C e n tra l  P ub l ic  L ib rary  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,

Work components o f  the p r o j e c t  were:

"a)  C o n s t r u c t io n  o f  L ib ra ry  b u i l d in g  Tk.
( o f  34100 s f t .  f l o o r  a r e a ) .

b )  Other c o n s t r u c t i o n  works Tk.
(Coinpound W a l l ,  Road, Pray»r h a l l ,
C y c le  s ta n d ,  Canteen e t c . )

c )  R e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  Tk.

d) F u r n i t u r e ,  Machinery and Tk.
Equipment ( I n c lu d in g  one Book 
M o b i l e ) .

372

158. S ource :  Bangladesh C e n tra l  P u b l i c  L ib ra ry .

159. Source :  C u l tu r a l  A f f a i r s  D i v i s i o n .

160. Bangladesh C e n tra l  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y .  Development o f  Ra.lshahl
D i v i s i o n a l  P u b l ic  L ib ra ry  (R ev ised )  (1 9 7 3 -8 3 ^. (Code No. 110- 
0 3 1 -0 9 01 -19 80 .  ---------------

60 .05  lakh .  

24 .00  lakh.

1 .59  lakh.  

10 .48  lakh.
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e )  Pay and Allowances Tk. 4 . 7 1  lakh.

f )  Purchase o f  books Tk. 13 .00  lakh.

g)  Other M is c e l la n e o u s  Tk. 2 .5 6  laWi.

Total T k . 116.40 lafch.

29 pos ts  a lready  approved under t h i s  p r o j e c t  were c r e a t e d .  But

the Enam Committee s ta te d  l a t e r ,  r e v i s e d  the s a n ct io n e d  s t r e n g th .

The p r o j e c t  was completed  by June, 1983.

A p r o j e c t  o f  Tk. 4 9 .2 6  lakhs f o r  the e x te n s io n  o f  Khulna Dl.vi-
1 1s i o n a l  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  on the recommendation o f  Mr.

L .C .  Key (Key Report  i s  s ta te d  in chapter -TV )  was f i n a l l y  approved

on November 21 ,1980 under the SFYP o f  Bangladesh.  The p r o j e c t  was

r e v i s e d  f o r  Tk. 61 .15  lakhs and approved on A p r i l  4 ,  1984.

The name o f  the p r o j e c t  was "Extens ion  o f  Khulna D i v i s i o n a l  Publ ic

L ib ra ry  ( r e v i s e d ) " .  The d u ra t io n  o f  the p r o j e c t  was from J u ly ,  1980
162

to  June 1984. The components o f  the p r o j e c t  with c o s t  were as f e l l o w s :  

"a )  Land development 0 .7 5

b)  R epa irs  t o  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  3 .3 1

c ) Construction work;

1) F u n ct io n a l  B u i ld in g  3 1 .4 1
(C h i ld r e n  L ib r a r y ,  A dm in is tra t ive  
B lo c k  and Book S t a c k ?t o t a l  11446 sq .  f t . )

i i )  Compound W all  1 .92

i i i )  I n t e r n a l  Road 2 .8 8

161. Bangladesh C e n tra l  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y .  Extension  o f  Khulna D i v i s i o n a l  
P u b l i c  L ib ra ry  (R e v i s ed)  ( 1 9 8 0 - 8 4 ) ,  (Code No. 1 1 0 -0 3 3 -0 9 0 1 -1 9 8 0 ) ,
p. 3 .

162. I b i d .
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i v )  S an i ta ry  & Water Supply 

v )  E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  

v l )  C o n s t r u c t io n  Contingency 7 .0 0

2 .9 4

1.96

(PWD’ s departm enta l  charges  e t c . )

d )  Machinery and Equipment
( P l a i n  paper c o p i e r - 1 , T y p e w r i t e r - 2 ,  
Lawn ^ o w e r -1 ,  F u r n i t u r e - 1 1 8 ) .

3 .1 5

e )  Pay and a l low an ces

f )  Purchase o f  Books

g) Other c o n t in g e n c y

0 .5 3

0 .3 0

5 .0 0

Tl

61 .15

The p r o j e c t  approved and c r - a t e d  a d d i t i o n a l  n ine  posts  (the

then e x i s t i n g  25 p o s t s ) .  But the Enam Committee approved o n ly  14
163

p o s t s .  The p r o j e c t  e x c e p t  some minor -works was completed by 30th 
June 1984.

Thana P u b l i c  L lbrary -cum -Auditor ium

In implementing the commitment o f  Late P re s id e n t  Mr. Z iaur  Rahman 

f o r  the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  Thana L lbr?ry -cu m -A u d ito r iu m 164 in a l l  thanas 

o f  B ang ladesh ,  the D i v i s i o n a l  Development Boards t o o k  the programme 

o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b u i l d in g  f o r  the same. But til e re  was no p r o v i s i o n  

o f  f u r n i s h in g  these  l i b r a r i e s  with books and f u r n i t u r e .  S© the p r o j e c t  

e n t i t l e d  "Development o f  Thana P ub l ic  L lbrary-cum-Audl toriujnn was 

in c lu d e d  in  the Second Five Year Plan f o r  fu rn is h in g  them with books 

and f u r n i t u r e .  The o b j e c t i v e  o f  the p r o j e c t ,  approved by the Planning 

Commission was the " e x te n s io n  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  and book 

p r o v i s i o n  f o r  the p e o p le ” . I t  was proposed in the p r o j e c t  th a t  each

163. S ou rce :  Bangladesh C e n tr a l  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y .

164. Govt ,  © f  the P e o p l e ' s  Republic  o f  Bangladesh,  M in i s t r y  o f  Sports  
and C u l tu re .  Development o f  Thana P ub l ic  L lbr  ary-cum- Audi t o r  1 urn 
1 1 9 8 Q -8 5 ) . (Code No. 1 1 0 -0 3 4 -0 9 0 1 -1 9 8 0 ) ,  p. 3~.
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thana l i b r a r y  would be p rov id ed  w ith  2 ,5 0 0  books o f  Tk. 7 0 , 0 0 0 / 
16S

and fu r n i t u r e  o f  Tk. 3 0 , 0 0 0 / - .  Thus the t o t a l  amount r e q u ir e d  f o r  

each  thana came to  Tk. 1 .00  lak h . So Tk. 4 7 0 .0 0  lakhs v « r e  r - q u l r e d  

t o  c o v e r  the whole c o u n t r y .  But due to  r e s o u r c e  c o n s t r a i n t s  o n ly  100

thanas ta k in g  f i v e  thanas from each  d i s t r i c t  were taken f o r  d e v e lo p -
m 166 ment. The p r o j e c t  was approved on December 1 9 ,1 9 8 1 .  The sp o n so r in g

a u t h o r i t y  o f  the p r o j e c t  was the M in is t r y  o f  s p o r t s  and C u ltu r e .  The

l o c a l  a d m in is t r a t io n  was the  e x e c u t io n  and o p e r a t io n  a u t h o r l t y .T h e

l o c a t i o n  o f  the p r o j e c t  was 100 r u r a l  thana h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Tts  d u ra t io n

was from J u ly  1980 to  June 1985. The components o f  the p r o j e c t  w ith
.167  c o s t  w e r e s -

( a )  F u rn itu re  (3 0 ,0 0 0  X 100) = Tk. 3 0 .0 0  lakh

$b) Books (2500 X 28 X 100) = Tk. 7 0 .0 0  lakh

( c )  C o st  o f  s u r v e y / in s  p e c t io n = Tk. 1 .00  la k h .

Tk. 101 .00  lakh •

Annual breakdown o f  investm ent c o s t f o r  the p r o j e c t  were as f o l l o w s
Item  o f  c o s t  L o c a l Year-T Year-TT Ye ar-TTT Year-TV Ye ar-V

F u rn itu re  3 0 .0 0 7 .5 0 6 .0 0 6 .0 0 6 .0 0 4 .5 0
Books 7 0 .0 0 17 .25 14 .00 14 .00 14 .00 10 .75
S urvey  c o s t  1 .0 0 0 .2 5 0 .2 5 0 .2 5 0 .2 5

T o t a l  101 .00 2 5 .0 0 20 .2 5 20 .2 5 2 0 .25 15.25

165. I b i d .

166. S o u rce :  P lan n in g  Commission.

167. G ovt. o f  the  P e o p le ’ s R e p u b lic  o f  B an g ladesh , M in is t r y  o f  S p orts  and 
C u l t u r e ,  D e v e lo pment o f  Thena P u b l ic  L l b r a r v - o i n w - t « M - n w i  fiQRn-PS'i

K o.-ll0 -0§4-0M-6901-1980). Most o f  the Thanas o f B m g l t d e s h  h~i v» 
been  upgraded in t o  U p o - X i l l a from 1982 by the present M a ? « l l ^  Go v U

¥
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The p h y s i c a l  schedu le  © f  the work was as u n d e r j -

1980-81  25$ Books and fu r n i t u r e

1981-82 20$ _ d o -

1982-83 20$ . d o -

19 83 - 8 4  20$ - d o -

1984- 85 15$ —do—

The f i n a n c i a l  s ch ed u le  e f ^ ^ v c r k  was as u n d e r j -

v 1980-81  2 5 .00  S Currency:  L o ca l
5
5 Taka: Tn lakh.
5 
5 
I 
5 
{
S

169

1980-81 2 5 .00

1981-82 2 0 .25

1982-83 20 .25

1983-84 20 .25

1984-85 15 .25

101.00

During the year  1980-81  there  was a l l o c a t i o n  o f  Tk. 10.00 
171

lakhs in  the ADP. Tk. 9 .9 0  lakhs were p laced  to  33 thana l i b r a r i e s  

through the S.D.O. at the ra te  o f  Tk. 0 .3 0  lakh each f o r  procurement 

o f  f u r n i t u r e .  Twenty e i g h t  l i b r a r i e s  o n l y  c o u ld  draw the funds .  Thus 

the a c t u a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  was Tk. 8 .4 0  la k h s .  In 1981-82 Tk. 35 .00
-1 *70

lakhs were a l l o c a t e d  in  the ADP. Tk. 12.00 la k h s ,  Tk. 2 2 .2 6  lakhs

168. Bangladesh .  M in i s t r y  o f  Sports  and c u l t u r e .  P r o j e c t  Proforma
( P P ) . Dhaka: 1980, p . 5 .  --------- '---------

169. I b i d . ,  p . 8 .

170. I b i d . , p . 9 .

171.  Bangladesh .  Planning Commission. Revised Annual Development 
Programme 1 9 8 0 -8 1 . pp. 290 -91 .

172. Bangladesh.  Planning Commission. Revised  Annual Development 
Programme 1981-82 r pp. 4 1 6 -1 7 .
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and Tk. 0 .74  lakh vere for procurement o f  furniture, purchase o f  

books and survey respectively . Out o f this amount Tk. 34.26 lakhs 

vere u tilized  for procurement o f  furniture and books by 40 than a 

l ib r a r ie s .173 Thus the to ta l amount o f Tk. 42 .66 lakhs vere u tilise d  

by 68 lib ra r ie s . Procurement o f  furniture for 68 libraries vas Tk. 

20.40 lakhs. (Tk. 0 .30 lakh X 68=Tk.20.40 lakhs), purchase o f  

furniture for 68 libraries vas Tk. 22.26 lakhs (Tk. 32 ,7 35 /-X  68

* libraries=Tk. 22.26 lakhs, i . e .  about 47# o f the project provision).

Funds for furniture vere u tilised  by the libraries through the local 

administration and those for supply o f  books vere given to the 

National Book Centre. The NBC supplied about S0% o f  estimated books 

to the lib raries concerned.

The rationalization  committee174 headed by Major General Sham- 

suzzaiaan deferred the project from the ADP o f 1982-83 and as a result 
the rural people vere depri ved o f the library fa c i l it ie s  In their  

 ̂ are a.

The project vas undoubtedly a bold, timely and effectiv e  step 

tovards extending library services to the people living in rural 

areas o f  Bangladesh, vhere more than 90 per cent o f  the population 

l iv e . After completion o f the project the scheme v i l l  go a long 

vay in creating a countryvide netvork of public lib ra rie s . But It  

may be mentioned here that there must be a central authority for 

coordinating and controlling the libraries so that they may be
h

properly managed, maintained and developed. Tt is  most unfortunate
g.

that no preliminary survey, investigation or fa s ib illty  report

173. M inistry o f  Sports and Culture. Cultural A ffairs Division.

174. Report o f  Major General Shamsuzzaman Committee on Rationali
zation o f ADP 1982-831 Dhaka: 24th June, 1982.

>
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vas Made before preparing this project. Moreover i t  -was not examined 

whether any alternative way or technique o f providing the services 

in question was available. Tt is heartening to note that the project 

was dropped from the ADP o f 1982-83 for reasons, not appreciated by 

users o f  lib ra rie s .

Development o f  Chittagong D ivisional Public Library

The pro je c tl75was taken up during the FFYP and Tk. 19.00 lakhs 

were provided. But works for this project could not be taken up due 

to various reasons such as ins u ffic le n t funds in the ADPS* indecision 

about the place e tc . The entire period o f First Plan and the TYP was 

spent on paper works. The project, was pevised and taken up during 

the SF¥P.l76 The cost o f the project was Tk. 198.45 lakhs. The 

duration o f  the project was from July 1983 to June 1988. A four- 

storied building 177 (each floor 11,500 s f t . )  with provision for 

future expansion was planned. Space analysis o f  the building w®«i 

as follow s;

Ground floor
1. Administrative area -  1,350 s f t .

2. Committee Room 1 (25 persons) 360 s f t .

3 . Reading Room (Newspaper and
periodicals) -  3 ,000 s f t .

4 . Children Reading Room -  2 ,000 s f t .

175 Bangladesh Central Public Library. Development o f .Chlttagop.g 
176- PubUff Library (1983 -88 ), (Code No. 110-038-0901

1982), p .3 .
176. Order No. Dev. 1 -7 3 /7 7 (part)/110 dt. 4 .4 .8 4  o f  the Cultural 

A ffairs D ivision.

177. Approved Project document.
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5. Stack  Area - 1 ,800 s f t .

6 . C loak  Room - 230 s f t .

7 . Genera l  T o i l e t s ( G e n t s  & L ad ies ) 460 s f t .

8 . Ramp and P u b l i c  Lounge - 1 ,800 s f t .

9 . L i f t .  C i r c u l a t i o n ,  C o r r i d o r -  
p o r t i c o  e t c .

500 s f t .

Approx. 11,500 s f t .

1 s t  f l o o r

1. Reading Room 1 & 2 - 6 ,000 s f t .

2 . Lobby, Counter ,  Accommodation 
f o r  L ib r a r ia n  - 940 s f t .

3 . General  T o i l e t s  (Gents & L ad ies ) 460 s f t .

4 , Book Stack - 1,800 s f t .

5 . Ramp and P u b l i c  Loung - 1 ,800 s f t .

6. L i f t ,  C i r c u l a t i o n ,  C o r r i d o r ,  
p o r t i c o  e t c ,  - 500 S f t ,

Approx. 11 ,500  s f t .

2nd F lo o r

1. Book Stack - 1 ,800 s f t .

2. Reading Rooa - 3 ,0 0 0 s f t .

3 . L ib r a r i a n ,  Counter ,  L«bby 
and T o i l e t s  e t c ,  - 600 s f t .

4 . P ro c e s s in g  S e c t i o n  - 3 ,000 s f t .

5. Book B inding  - 800 s f t .

6. Ramp & P ub l ic  Lounge - 1,800 s f t .

7 . L i f t ,  C i r c u l a t i o n ,  C o r r i d o r ,  
p o r t i c o  e t c ,  - 500 s f t .

Approx. 11 ,500 s f t .

3rd  F lo o r

1.  S tack  f o r  C op yr igh t  M a t e r ia l s  2 ,8 00  s f t .

2 .  R e fe ren ce  Room f o r  c o p y r ig h t
y M a t e r ia l s  (Books)  2 ,000  s f t .
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3 . R e ference  Room f o r  c o p y r ig h t  
Newspaper & P e r i o d i c a l s  - 1,000 s f t .

4 . Lobby,  Counter & Accommodation 
f o r  R e ference  Room-in-charge 800 s f t .

5. L i f t ? P o r t i c o  e t c .  - 500 s f t .

6. Ramp & P u b l i c  Lounge e t c .  - 1 ,800 s f t .

7 . T o i l e t  - 460 s f t .

8 . Maps, Globes & o t h e r  V i s u a l  
M a t e r i a l s  Reading Room - 1,140 s f t .

9 . S tore  Rooms f o r  Damaged Furniture  
& Equipment e t c . 1,000 s f t .

10. Reprography Room 500 s f t .

11. Prayer Room _ 500 s f t .

A p p rox .11 ,500 s f t .  177 

T o t a l  f l o o r  spa ce -A p prox .  46 ,000  s f t .

Components o f  the p r o j e c t  w ith  c o s t 178 were as f o l l o w s : -

K
Name o f  Items } Cost

S (Tk. in  lakh) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ft—

a) Advance e x pen d itu re  
(R ep a irs  t o  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g ) 1 .19

b) C o n s t ru c t io n  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g 107.37

c ) I n t e r n a l  Road 0 .2 2
d ) S a n i ta ry  and Water Supply 10 .74
e ) E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n 16 .11
f ) Development Charges o f  PWD 22 .07

177. Approved Pro . lect  document.

178. I b i d . . pp. 8 - 1 1 .
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g) Machinery & equ ipm ent ;

1) L i f t  1 No. 8 .0 0

11) Book van 1 No. 3 .0 0

H i )  P la in  paper
c o p i e r  1 No. 2 .0 0

13.00

h )  Furn iture  7 .4 0

i )  Books 19 ,95

j )  Other c o n t in g e n c y  0 .4 0

T o t a l :  198.45

The space a n a ly s i s  shows that  p r o v i s i o n  has been kept f o r  

almest  a l l  the l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .  As s ta te d  above Tk. 1 .19  vas 

u t i l i z e d  by the 30th June 1984. The ADP-1984-85 a l l o c a t e d  Tk. 15.00 

lakhs f o r  the p r o j e c t . 179 Let us w a i t  and see the implementation 

o f  the p r o j e c t  by 1988.

179.  Bangladesh .  Planning Commission. Annual Development Programme 
1 9 8 4 -8 5 , pp. 3 0 8 -9 .
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S u b je c t  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s

The Second Five Year Plan was a lso  s i g n i f i c a n t  in  r e s p e c t  o f  

the development o f  the s u b j e c t  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s ,  namely N a t io n a l  

S c i e n c e  L ib r a r y ,  N a t i o n a l  Health L ib ra ry  and Documentation C entre ,  

N a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  L ibrary  and Documentation C entre .  Three Deve

lopment p r o j e c t s  f o r  the above mentioned l i b r a r i e s  were approved and 

put to  e x e c u t i o n  during  t h i s  plan p e r i o d .

N a t i o n a l  S c ien ce  L ib ra ry

The e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a N a t i o n a l  S c ience  L ibrary  to meet the 
needs o f  the e d u c a t i o n i s t s ,  s c i e n t i s t s ,  t e c h n o l o g i s t s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s

and s tudents  o f  a l l  l e v e l s  were f e l t  long  b e f o r e  the emergence o f  

Bangladesh .  During the days o f  u n ited  Pakistan (T?ast Pakistan and 

V e s t  P a k is t a n ) ,  Pakistan N a t i o n a l  S c i e n t i f i c  and T e c h n i c a l  Documen

t a t i o n  Centre (PANSDOC) o r g a n is e d  a symposium in  Karachi on "Develop

ment o f  S c i e n t i f i c  and T e c h n ic a l  L ib r a r i e s  in  P ak is tan"  between 'March 

1 4 -1 6 ,  1963. The major outcome o f  the Symposium was i t s  recommenda

t i o n s  to  the e f f e c t  th a t  two C e n tr a l  S c ience  L i b r a r i e s ,  one in ^ as t  

and another in  West Pakistan be d e v e l o p e d . P A N S D O C  prepared a 

scheme and re q u e s te d  f o r  UNESCO1S sp o n so rs h ip  through government.  

UNESCO deputed Dr. Herman H. Henkle o f  the John Creisar L ib r a r y ,  

C h ica g o ,  in  1966, " t o  examine and advise  on the f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  the

p r o j e c t  f o r  the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  S c ie n ce  L i b r a r i e s  a ttached  to  PANS
DOC in  Karachi and Dacca’.’ 181 A r e p o r t  was submitted but noth ing

t a n g i b l e  was v i s i b l e  in  ^ a s t  P a k is ta n ,  (now B ang lad esh ) .

180. PANSDOC. Symposium on Development o f  S c i e n t i f i c  and T e c h n ic a l  
L i b r a r i e s  in  P ak is tan .  March 1 4 -16 ,  1963. P roceed ings  .K a ra ch i : 
1965,  p. 300.

181. Herman H. H enkle .  Report  and Recommendations f o r  E s t a b l i s h in g  
N a t io n a l  S c ie n c e  L ib r a r i e s  and In fo rm a t ion  Centres in P a k is ta n . 
K arach i :  PANSDOC, 1966, p. V.
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After the emergence o f Bangladesh the n*ed for a National 

Science Library became more pronounced due to the fact that the 

country faced severe economic crises and as a result o f vhich most 

o f  the libraries attached to various u n iversities, in stitu tes and 

research organisations had to reduee the procurement costs o f quite 

a large number o f journals, textbooks, reference books, etc.Although 

in it ia tiv e s  for the establishment o f  a National Science Library vas 

taken a number o f tim es, nothing positive came out t i l l  the President 

o f  the People's Republic o f  Bangladesh took the personal interest in 

the natter and directed the National Council for Science and Techno

logy (NCST) to prepare and submit a scheme on the "National Science 
182Library". As per directive o f the President, the Chairman o f  the 

Standing Committee o f  the NCST convened a meeting and formed a 9- 

member committee vhich included experts in Library Science, Infor

mation Science, planning, scien tists  and teachers. The committee 

prepared the scheme after thorough discussions and taking fu ll  account 

o f the needs as v e il  as the economic situation o f the country. The 

main objectives o f  the National Science Library w ere:- nl.N ational 

Science Library v i l l  organize publication and distribution ©f science 

books for supplementary reading at the Secondary and Higher Secondary 

le v e ls . 2 . I t  v i l l  function as a Central depository and lending 

library equipped adequately to meet requirements o f  the individuals 

as v e il  as to other libraries o f  the country. 3 . I t  v i l l  provide 

sc ie n tific  Information from home and abroad, compile bibliographies 

and make translations from foreign languages in addition to a ll  sorts 

o f reprographic works. 4 . I t  v i l l  have adequate number o f various

182. Cabinet Secretariat, Science and Technology D ivision. Government 
o f  Bangladesh. Project: National Science Library,1978, Dacca: 
p .1. (For resticted  use only).
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text and reference books, periodicals and reports in various d isc i

plines o f  science and technology which w ill enable the researchers of 

the country to pursue higher studies leading to Ph.D., and 5 . I t  

w ill help the sc ien tists  and techno leg ists  to keep abreast with the 

la te s t  thoughts in both development and developing countries".

The to ta l cost o f  the project was (in lakh) Taka 1 ,258 /00 : Local Taka 

646/00 and Foreign Exchange Tk. 612/00 . The annual operating recurring 

expenditure on completion o f the project would be (in lakh) 19/00 

lo ca l currency and 52/00  in Foreign currency. The library would be 

located in the Dacca c ity . The project was started from the fisc a l  

year 1978-80(TYP) and would be completed in 1984-85. The space require

ments for various sections o f  the library was made as per internatio

nal standard. The to ta l space was shown as 94,500 sq. f t .  U ntil the 

National Science Library is housed in it s  own building, the premises 

o f BJMTSDOC would be u tilise d  for the library. I t  was proposed that 

T lakh text and reference books and 2,000 journals would be procured 

for the library . Professional and par a-professional s ta ffs  o f the 

library would comprises Librarian-one, Deputy Librarian-two, Subject 

s p e c ia lis ts -4 , Cataloguers-6 and Library A ssistan ts.184

Unluckily this Project o f  the Tvo Year Plan (1978-80) could not 

be fu lly  implemented and as a result no substantial development could 

be made in the Tvo Year Plan for various reasons. The Project was 

recast mainly due to rapid financial in fla tio n . Tt was recast seven 

times since 1978. The eight recast o f  the Project framed in March 

1983 by Science and Technology Division o f the Chief Martial Law 

Administrator’ s Secretariate was a valuable one. The objective o f

183. Ib id . . p .2 .
184. Ib id .
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the P r o j e c t  vas d e s ig n e d  to  meet the present  d e f i c i e n c y  o f  s c i e n c e  

books and p e r i o d i c a l s  r e q u i r e d  by the s c i e n t i s t s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  and 

t e c h n o l o g i s t s  o f  the c o u n t r y / T t  w i l l  a lso  take the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  m eaningfu l  s c i e n c e  books o f  

p r a c t i c a l  b ia s  f o r  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  e d u ca t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  the 

Secondary S ch o o l  C e r t i f i c a t e  and Higher Secondary C e r t i f i c a t e 3. 1^

The c o s t  o f  the P r o j e c t  vas  Taka 90 .35  (Tn lakh)  ( L o c a l ) ,  Foreign 

Exchanges Tk. 4 6 .0 0 .  Thus the t o t a l  es t im ated  c o s t  vas  Tk. 136.35 

la k h s .  But the  SFTP a l l o c a t i o n  vas Tk. 168.00 la k h s .  The p r o j e c t  vas  

in c lu d e d  in  the Second Five  Year Plan ( 1 9 8 0 - 8 5 ) .  Taka 9 .1 5  (Tn lakhs)  

( L o c a l )  vas  spent  upto June 1982. The amount schedu led  to  be in cu rred  

vas  Tk. 8 1 .2 1  ( L o c a l )  (Tn lakh);  Tk. 4 6 .0 0  ( l a k h s )  (F ore ig n  Exchange I ? 6

An a d v iso ry  Committee v i t h  eminent s c i e n t i s t s  and s p e c i a l i s t s  vas 

formed in  e a r l y  1984 by the S c ience  and T echnology  D iv i s i o n  to  guide 

the N a t io n a l  S c ien ce  L ib r a r y  f o r  i t s  o p e r a t i o n .  The P r o j e c t  made 

p r o v i s i o n  o f  e f f o r t s  f o r  g e t t i n g  books from B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l ,  Unesco 

and A s ia  Foundation e t c . 187

185. Bangladesh .  S c ie n ce  and T ech no log y  D i v i s i o n .  C h i e f  M a r t i a l
Lav A d m in i s t r a t o r ' s  O f f i c e .  P r o j e c t  Proform a o f  N a t io n a l  S c ien ce  
M b r a r v .  B lg h . th  rpna^t: } M W h  i qr-3 } ?| * '

186. T b ld .

187. Tbld .
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The r e c u r r i n g / o p e r a t i n g  c o s t  as env isaged  in the P r o j e c t  was:

L o c a l  Fore ign  Exch . T o ta l

( i )  Books and p e r i o d i c a l s  N i l  11 .00  11.00

( i i )  Pay and a l lowance 2 .5 0  N i l  2 .5 0

( i i i )  C o n t in g e n c ie s  3 .0 0  N i l  3 .0 0

p h y s i c a l  and f i n a n c i a l  s chedu le  o f  work o f  the P r o j e c t
1R8

shown yearw ise  be low :

P h y s i c a l  Schedule o f  Work.

386

Year Books & P e r i o d i c a l s Furniture  & ^auiDment V an Power

1980-81 6# 7# —

1981-82 3# - -

1982-83 6# 3# -

1983-84 39# 47# 67#
1984-85 46$ 43# 33#

T o t a l 100# 100# 100#

F in a n c ia l  Schedule o f  Work

Year L o ca l F ore ign T o t a l C .Cont ingency Grant t o t a l

Upto June 
1980 0 .1 5 0 .0 0 0 .1 5 0 .0 0 0 .1 5
1980-81

6 .5 0 0 .0 0 6 .5 0 0 .0 0 6.50
1981-82 2 .5 0 0 .0 0 2 .50 0 .0 0 2 .50

1982-83 5 .0 0 0 .0 0 5 .0 0 0 .0 0 5 .0 0

1983-84  30 .00 20 .00 50 .00 5 .00 55 .00

1984-85 36 .00 2 0 .00 56 .00 11.20 67 .20

T o t a l  8 0 .1 5 4 0 .00 120.15 16.20 136.35

188. I b i d . , p. 12
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The c o s t  o f  books and p e r i o d i c a l s  on d i f f e r e n t  s u b je c t s  w ith  year-wise 

phas in g  was g iv e n  as u n d er•

1979-80  1980-81 1981-82 1982-83 1983-84  1 9 8 4 ,8 5 T o ta l

Humber C ost  Number c o s t Number C ost  N o . c o s t  N o . c o s t  *To .C o s t

1 .  T e x t  and N i l  N i l  2300 5 .0 9  350 
R e fe r e n ce  
B o o k ; -

2 .2 5  500 3 .0 0  5000 2 5 .0 0  6500 3 0 .8 8
14650

2 .  P e r i o d i 
c a l s  N i l  N i l  -  -  -

6

-  -  -  100 7 .5 0  100 7 .5 0  200

D isc re p a n c y  in  the  number o f  books and c o s t  were due to  the f a c t  th a t  in  1980-81

I n d ia n  Books bought were by f a r  l e s s  c o s t l y  than o t h e r  f o r e i g n  b o o k s .  Broad

d i s c i p l i n e v i s e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  books were as f o l l o w s :

S u b je c t No. o f  Books

1. R e fe re n ce 4000

2 .  M a th em a tics , S t a t i s t i c s  e t c . 1000

3 .  P h y s i c a l  S c ie n c e s 2000

4 .  C hem ica l S c ie n c e s 2000

5 .  B i o l o g i c a l  S c ie n c e s . 1000

6 .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S c ie n ce s 2000

7 .  M e d ic a l  S c i e n c e s . 1000

8 .  E n g in e e r in g  and T e ch n o lo gy 1500

9 .  D om estic S c ie n c e s . 1500

189. I b i d , P.
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The organigram o f  N a t i o n a l  S c ie n ce  L ib ra ry  as approved in
190

the Plan vas  g iv en  b e l o v :

LIBRARY AN-T

I .  S t e n o t y p i s t - I

1. C ash ier -cum -Accounts  A f s t t . - T

2 .  U.D. A s s i s ta n t -T

3 .  T y p i s t -T

4 .  D u p l i c a t in g  Machine O p e r a to r - I

5 .  Peon .-T

6 .  Guard-T

7 .  Sweeper-T

A s s t t .  L i b r a r i a n - !  A s s t .L ib r a r l  an-T

C ata log u in g  and Readers S e rv i ce
A c c e s l t i o n ______  and p e r i o d i c a l s

1. C a t a lo g u e r - I  1 . L ib ra ry  A s s t t .

2 .C heckpost  
A s s t t . - T

2 .  L ibrary  A s s t t . - T

3 .  Checkpost
A s s t t . - T  3 .  S o r t e r - T .

4 .  S o r te r -T

190. I b i d . , p. 19.
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The approved q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t e s t s  f o r  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  p erson n e l
191o f  the L ib rary  were as f o l l o w s  : -  

S l .N o .  Name o f  P o s t s .

1. L ib ra r ia n
Pay Sc a l e - T k . 1850-2365

Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  and Experience

Post Graduate Degree in  S c i 
ence o r  Post Graduate q u a l i f i 
c a t i o n  in  L ib ra ry  in fo rm a t ion  
s c i e n c e .  E t e n s iv e  o v e rs e a s  
t r a in i n g  in  l i b r a r y  o r  in forma
t i o n  s c i e n c e .  At l e a s t  20 years  
e x p e r ie n c e  in  l i b r a r y  work o f  
which 15 years  should be in 
c l a s s  T p o s t .  Should have 12 
years  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  running an 
independent o f f i c e .

2. A s s t t .  L ib ra r ia n  
Pay S c a le -T k .  750-1470 Post Graduate Degree in  l i b r a r y /  

in fo r m a t io n  s c i e n c e  p r e f e r a b l y  
w ith  f o r e i g n  t r a i n i n g .  5 y^ars 
e x p e r ie n ce  in a l i b r a r y  o r  
in fo rm a t io n  c e n t r e .

3 . Gatalo  guer 
Pay s c a l e - T k . 470-1135 Degree o r  diploma in  l i b r a r y  

s c i e n c e  w ith  3 y e a r ' s  e x p e r i 
ence in a s c i e n c e  L ib r a r y .

4 . L ibrary  A s s i s ta n t  
Pay S c a le -T k .  470-1135 Degree o r  Diploma in L ib ra ry  

S c ience  with e x p e r ie n ce  in 
l i b r a r y  work.

The then e x i s t i n g  Government Rules were a p p l i c a b le  f o r  non

p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o s t s .

191. T b id . .  p. 23 .
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The manpower as approved in  the Plan with  pay was as under:

390

D e s ig n a t io n New N a t io n a l  Sca le  
o f  Pay and Grade

T o t a l  No. 
o f  p o s t s .

1983-84 1984-85 .

1.  L ib r a r ia n 1850-2375 (Br .V) 1 1
2 ,  A s s i s t a n t  

L ib r a r ia n 7 5 0 -1 4 7 0 (H r .IX ) 2 1 1
3 .  C ata loguer 470-1135 (Gr.XIfc 1 1 -

4 .  L ibrary  
A s s i s ta n t 470-1135  (Gr.XT) 2 1

5 .  C ash ier  cum 
Accounts 
A s s t t . 400-825  (Gr. X I I I ) 1 1

6 .  U .D .A s s t t . 400-825  (Gr.XTTT) 1 1 -

7.  S t e n o t y p i s t 370-745(Gr.XTTT) 1 1 -

8 .  T y p i s t <325-610 (G r .IV ) 1 1 -

9 .  Checkpost  
A s s t t . 325-610 (Gr.XV) 2 1 1

10. S o r te r 250-362  (Gr.XTX) 2 1 1

1 1 . D u p l i c a t in g  
Machine 
0 pe r ato r - d o - 1 1

1 2 . Peon/Messenger - d o - 1 1 -

13. Guard - d o - 1 1 -

1 4 . Sweeper - d o - 1 1 —

Grand T o t a l 18 12 6
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The most s t r i k i n g  problem with  the P r o j e c t  i s  that  the P r o j e c t  

was r e c a s t  seven times from 1979. This  i s  a c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  the 

l a c k  o f  e f f i c i e n t  planning machinery s t a f f e d  w ith  e f f i c i e n t  l i b r a r i 

ans.  The persons behind the p lanning co u ld  n o t  f o r e s e e  th in g s  in 

t h e i r  proper  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  The l i b r a r y  i s  b e in g  p i l o t e d  by a Part

time D i r e c t o r  w ith  no p r o f e s s i o n a l  background s in c e  i t s  in c e p t i o n  

a lthough  e f f i c i e n t  l i b r a r i a n s  w ith  s tron g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  background 

w ith  Degree /D ip lom a from Western c o u n t r i e s  are seek ing  f o r  j o b s  here

and t h e r e .

The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the P r o j e c t  as env isaged  in  1978 were as shal low

as p o s s i b l e .  Those can n o t  be compared w ith  standard o b j e c t i v e s  

o f  N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  o f  S c ience  o f  advanced c o u n t r i e s .  The o b j e c t i v e s  

o f  a n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  should not  c o n t a in  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  books f o r  

Secondary  S ch o o l  C e r t i f i c a t e  and Higher Secondary C e r t i f i c a t e  s tu d e n ts .  

For t h i s  purpose th ere  are s p e c i a l i s e d  ag enc ies  namely Bangladesh 

S ch o o l  T e x t -b o o k  Board and Boards o f  In term ed ia te  and Secondary Edu

c a t i o n  in  the c o u n t r y .  The P r o j e c t  d id  n o t  make any p r o v i s i o n  f o r  

the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b u i l d in g  f o r  the l i b r a r y .  Tt d id  n o t  make any 

p r o v i s i o n  f o r  the p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Bibfciography o f  books on S c ien ce  and 

T e ch n o lo g y .  The q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t e s t s  approved in  the P r o j e c t  fo r  the 

L ib r a r ia n  i s  n o t  adequate.  P r o f e s s i o n a l  degree  i s  n o t  mefle compulsory 

f o r  the L ib r a r ia n .  This  i s  a sheer  v i o l a t i o n  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  norms.

The l i b r a r i a n  with  p r o f e s s i o n a l  degree and e x p e r ie n ce  has not  y e t

been appo inted  to  adm inister  i t .

Only two p r o f e s s i o n a l  and 4 s e m i - p r o f e s s i o n a l  person n e l  were 

ap po in ted  u p t i l  now. In  t o t a l  11 p erson n e l  in c lu d i n g  the P a r t " - t im e  

D i r e c t o r  have been working f o r  the L ib r a r y .  The P r o j e c t  was not  f u l l y  

implemented. I t  was r e p o r te d  by the P art - t im e  D i r e c t o r  th a t  u p t i l  

now Tk. 22 .15  lakhs o n ly  have been r e l e a s e d  by the g o v t ,  f o r  deve

lopment work.
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N a t i o n a l  Health L ib ra ry  and Documentation Centre

Bangladesh b e in g  a d e v e lo p in g  country  and determined to  prov ide  

r e a s o n a b le  h e a l t h  care  to  a l l  in  the s h o r t e s t  p o s s ib l e  t im e ,  the need 

and importance o f  the m ed ica l  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  were keenly  f e l t  and 

r e c o g n i s e d  during  the F i r s t  F ive  Year Plan. The Asia Foundation 

condu cted  a survey  o f  the e x i s t i n g  l i b r a r i e s  in  1973. The survey 

team c o n s i s t i n g  o f  the e x p e r ts  from home and abroad found that  the

then l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  were in ad eq uate ,  and in some c a s e s ,  unsuited  

t o  the ne e d s .  Tt was observed  th a t  m ed ica l  e d u c a t i o n ,  re sea rch  and the 

p r o f e s s i o n  in g e n e ra l  c o u ld  be b e s t  served by c o n c e n t r a t i n g  e f f o r t s  

i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s tron g  C en tra l  M ed ica l  L ib r a r y .  Subsequently  in  

1974, a development scheme was undertaken by the government in  c o l l 

a b o r a t i o n  with the Asia Foundation with the o b j e c t i v e  o f  s e t t i n g  up: 

’ a) A C en tra l  M ed ica l  L ibrary  and Documentation Unit  with sub

s c r i p t i o n  sup port  by the Asia  Foundation to s e l e c t  m ed ica l  books and 

j o u r n a l s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  use and v a l u e s ,  (b )  a document r e p r i n t  and 

r e p r o d u c t i o n  f a c i l i t y  t o  be a v a i l a b l e  on re qu es t  by a l l  m edica l  

c o l l e g e s  and t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  fo r  use o f  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ;  

and ( c )  a p ro d u ct io n  u n i t  f o r  t e a c h in g  a id s ,  s l i d e s  e t c .  to  sup p le 

ment e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  o f  the t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  1n B a n g lad esh . '  

The scheme during  the FFYP (1 973 -80 )  i n v o l v i n g  a sum o f  Tk. 23 .10

l a k h s ,  in c l u d in g  a f o r e i g n  exchange component o f  Tk. 10 .80 la k h s ,
193

e n v is a g e d  p r o v id in g  the f o l l o w in g  f a c i l i t i e s :
T k . ln  lakh

a) C o n s t ru c t io n  o f  8 ,300 s f t .  7.6-5

b)  Procurement o f  l o c a l  fu r n i t u r e  and equipment 0 .4 4

192. Bangladesh,  M in i s t r y  o f  H e a l th ,  P opu lat ion  c o n t r o l  and Family 
P lann ing .  P r o j e c t  proforma. Part  A - p r o j e c t  D i g e s t . 1980, p . l .

193. I b i d . . p . 2.
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c )  Procurement o f  f o r e i g n  equipment
jo u r n a l s  and books 10 .80

d)  S t a f f  r e c ru i tm e n t  (28 in  t o t a l )  4 .2 1

23 .10

The a c t u a l  e x pen d itu re  in cu rr e d  d ur ing  FFYP was ( l o c a l )  Tk.

1 .9 6  la k h s .  (F o r e ig n :  Tk. 50 .90  lakhs c o n t r i b u t e d  exchanges :  by 

the Asia  Foundation and B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l  in  the form o f  h p l p ) . ^ 9^

The Asia Foundation prov ided  the l i b r a r y  w ith  b ook s ,  monographs 

j o u r n a l s ,  cu r re n t  s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  a u d io v i s u a l  t e a c h in g  and le a rn in g  

m a t e r i a l s  and o t h e r  le a rn in g  r e s o u r c e s ,  f u r n i t u r e  s u p p l ie s  and 

equipment,  man-power t r a i n i n g  and t e c h n i c a l  a d v i c e .  I t  a lso  he lped  

s e t - u p  a s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  a u d io v i s u a l  photographic  u n i t  to  f a c i l i t a t e  

p r o d u c t io n  o f  a u d io v i s u a l  te a c h in g  and re sea rch  m a te r ia ls  on demand. 

The scheme was sub seq uen t ly  dropped from the ADP 1978-79 and cou ld  

n o t  be implemented in f u l l .  No c o n s t r u c t i o n  work was undertaken.

The l i b r a r y  was accommodated in th*» second f l o o r  o f  the I n s t i t u t e  

o f  P u b l i c  H e a l th ,  Mohakhali ,  Dacca and out  o f  the t o t a l  s t a f f  o f  

2 8 ,  15 were s a n c t i o n e d . ^ ®

The y e a r v i s e  s t a t i s t i c a l  pro f l i p  o f  the s e r v i c e s  rendered by 

the NHLDC upto December, 1979 was as f o l l o w s :

No. D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  J a n . - D e c .  1976 Jan»Dec.77 J a n . - D e c . 78 Jan.Dec79 
___  s e r v i c e s  o f f e r e d ______________________________________________

1* Reading h a l l  s e r v i c e s

1. L ib ra ry  u s p r s : -  1 .782 2 .3 76  3 .2 67  5 .3 0 6

2 .  Books used in  thp
L i b r a r y : -  5 ,3 4 6  7 ,128  9 ,8 0 1  10,837

3 .  J ou rn a ls  used in
the L i b r a r y : -  8 ,9 10  19 ,602 . 19 ,602 20 ,558

194. I b i d . ,  p . 8.

195.  I b i d . . p . 3 .
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2 .  C i r c u l a t i o n  s e r v i c e s

i .  Books is su ed  to  users  on 5 ,0 2 1  6 ,1 2 6  8 ,010
i n t e r l i b r a r y  l o a n : -

i i .  Books is s u e d  d i r e c t l y
to  u s e r s : -  175 90 76

i i i .  J ou rn a ls  i s su e d  to
u se rs  on i n t e r l i b r a r y
l o a n : -  4 ,5 19  5 ,157  7 ,512

i v .  Jou rn a ls  i s su e d  d i r e c t l y
to  u s e r s : -  305 175 95

v .  Books borrowed from o th e r  
l i b r a r i e s  on i n t e r  l i b r a r y
l o a n : -  59 73 113

v i . J ou rn a ls  borrowed from
o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  on i n t e r 
l i b r a r y  l o a n : -  65 76 160

v i i .  M e d ic a l  t ea ch in g  f i lm s  
i s s u e d  to  u sers  on
i n t e r l i b r a r y  l o a n ; -  46 95 76

v i i i .  F i lm s t r ip s  is s u e d  to
u s e r s  on i n t e r l i b r a r y  l o a n : -  55 41 92

i x .  S l i d e s  is s u e d  d i r e c t l y
to  u s e r s : -  73 146 73

3 .  R e fe ren ce  s e r v i c e s ;

1 .  S u b je c t  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  prepared 
in  the L ib ra ry  f o r  u sers  on
demand:-  25 36 56

i i .  S u b je c t  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s
r e c e i v e d  f o r  users  f r o m : -  -  -  -

a) N a t i o n a l  L ib ra ry  o f
M ed ic ine  U .S .A .  63 35 25

b)  B r i t i s h  L ib ra ry  Lending
D i v i s i o n ,  UK. -  10 15

c )  World Health  O rg a n iza t io n
L i b r a r y ,  S w itzer la n d :  -  -  -

320

7,169

145

120

175

304

59

97

1,4P0

8 ,4 8 7

185
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i i i .  S e l e c t i v e  D issem inat ion  
o f  In fo r m a t io n  and Curr
ent  Awareness s e r v i c e s : -

a )R e fe re n ce  q u e r ie s  
r e c e i v e d : -

b )  R e fe ren ce  q u e r ie s  
answered:

350 -  950 1 ,364

350 450 910 1,225

75 105 98 215

4 .  Document Reprograph ic  S e r v i c e s

i .  P h o to re p r in t s  o f  j o u r n a l  
a r t i c l e s  su p p l ied  t o  
u se rs  from w ith in  the
l i b r a r y : -  239 310 308 2 ,6 3 1

i i )  Pho t o r e  p r in t s  o f  j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e s  
r e c e i v e d  f o r  u sers  f r o m : -

a) N a t i o n a l  L ib ra ry  o f
M ed ic ine ,  USA: 473 321 215 59

b )  B r i t i s h  L ibrary  
Lending D i v i s i o n ,
UK. -  30 76 171

c )  Viorld Health Organ i
z a t i o n  L ib r a r y ,
S w it ze r la n d :  44 18 37 55

5 .  M e d ic a l  L i b r a r i a n s h i p  Courses and T ra in in g :

i )  A f i v e - d a y  workshop o f  15 P a r t i c i p a n t s  -  
m e d ica l  C o l le g e  
l i b r a r i a n s  j o i n t l y  sponsored  
by the A s ia  Foundation & 
the N a t i o n a l  Health L ib r a r y .

i i )  A fou r -w eek  m ed ica l  
l i b r a r i a n s h i p  Course 
spon sored  j o i n t l y  by 
the B r i t i s h  C oun ci l  
and N a t i o n a l  Health
L i b r a r y : -  -  -  21 P a r t i c i p a n t s  -

i i i )  On the j o b  t r a i n i n g :

a) S t a f f  o f  the I n s 
t i t u t e  o f  P ub l ic  
Health 1 1
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>) S t a f f  o f  the N a t io n a l  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  P revent ive  
and Soci a l  M edic ine 1 4

:) S t a f f  o f  the I n s t i t u t e  
o f  P u b l ic  Health N u t r i t i o n : 1

) S t a f f  o f  the D i r e c t o r  o f  
Nursing S e r v i c e s »** 4

'h otograph ic  s e r v i c e s :

1) S l i d e s :

a) Colour 1,452 918 998 576

b)  B la ck /W h ite : 305 626 104 257

i i )  35 mm ^ o l l  Film P r o c e s s in g :

a) C o lou r : 18 14 20 9

b)  B la ck /W h ite : 3 8 17 3

i i i )  P o la r o id  P r in t :

a) C o lou r : 11 0 11 -
b )  B lack /W hite  • 14 4 5 -

i v )  P o l o r o id  S l i d e s  B l a c k /  
W h ite : — 35 94 24

v )  P h o to p r in ts  B/W 361 151 181 156

v i )  N e g a t iv e s : 199 342 188 404

v i i )  Colour  Film S t r ip s : - 7 - -

v i i i )  S l id e  Mounting: 51 78 358 155

i x )  Colour  Trans per a n c l e s ; 
35 mm. - 63 140 362

x)  Colour  T r a n s p e r a n c l e s . 
(Over h e a d ) : . 50

The need f o r  s e r v i c e s  o f  a w e l l - e q u ip p e d  and f u l l - f l e d g e d  modern 

l i b r a r y  vas more a c t u t e l y  f e l t  due to  in n o v a t iv e  e f f o r t s ,  ap p l ied  

h e a l t h  r e s e a r c h  and e x p e r im en ta t ion  in v o lv i n g  nev c o n ce p ts  o f  manpower 

d eve lopm ent ,  a p p r o p r ia te  t e c h n o l o g y ,  community invo lvem ent ,  m e d ica l
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a udit  and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y ,  s e l e c t i v e  p r ia in g  o f  h e a l th  c a r e ,  h e a lth  

in s u r a n c e s ,  h e a l t h  c o o p e r a t i v e s  and o th e r  Important elements and 

i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  to  the development and d e l i v e r y  o f  a p p rop r ia te  h e a lth  

c a r e .  The number o f  p o t e n t i a l  user  vas also  r a p i d l y  I n c r e a s in g  and 

th ere  vas a growing awareness o f  the need f o r  b i o - m e d i c a l  and p u b l i c  

h e a l t h  in f o r m a t io n .  The p o t e n t i a l  u sers  o f  the l i b r a r y  m a te r ia l s  were 

t e a c h e r s ,  r e se a rc h  w orkers ,  p h y s i c ia n s ,  s tu d e n ts ,  nurses ,  d e n t i s t s ,  

param edics ,  h e a l t h  o f f i c i a l s ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t s  and o t h e r s ;  t h e i r  

number vas e s t im a ted  around 4 0 ,0 0 0 .  The then e x i s t i n g  l i b r a r y  c o u ld  

n o t  cope  with the i n c r e a s in g  demands f o r  more and more in fo rm a t io n  

s e r v i c e s  due to  the f o l l o w i n g  inadequacl  e s : -

a) Learning m a t e r ia l s  were ex trem ely  l i m i t e d ,  (b )  There was la c k  

o f  adequate q u a l i f i e d  and e x p e r ie n ce d  manpower, and ( c )  Lack o f  phy

s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  accommodation to  house number o f  volumes 

and incoming c o l l e c t i o n s .

In view o f  t h e s e ,  i t  became an urgent  n e c e s s i t y  to  s trengthen 

the  n a t i o n a l  E ea l th  L ib ra ry  and Documentation Centre .  Tt was env isaged  

to  perform the f o l l o w i n g  f u n c t i o n s :  1 ( l )  to c o l l e c t  and maintain the 

in d ig en ou s  h e a l t h  s c i e n c e  r e l a t e d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  and to  com pile  the 

n a t i o n a l  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  h e a l t h  s c i e n c e  l i t e r a t u r e .  (2 )  to bu* Id up 

a comprehensive c o l l e c t i o n  o f  world  b i o m e d i c a l ,  p u b l i c  h e a l th  and 

r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  in  o r d e r  to  d issem in ate  in fo rm a t io n  co n ta in e d  in 

them. (3 )  to  d e v e l o p  a countrywide  b i o m e d ic a l  l i b r a r y  network;  and 

a l so  t o  act  as a c l e a r i n g  house f o r  exchange o f  b i o m e d ic a l  l i b r a r y  

r e s o u r c e s  at the n a t i o n a l  as w e l l  as in t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ;  (4 )  to 

rend er  i n t e r l i b r a r y  l o a n ,  r e f e r e n c e ,  in fo r m a t io n ,  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  and 

re a d e rs  s e r v i c e ;  (5 )  to  ensure i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n t e r - l i b r a r y  loa n s  f o r  

i n d i v i d u a l  l i b r a r i e s ;  (6 )  to  o r g a n is e  c ou rses  and t r a i n i n g  programmes
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f o r  b i o m e d i c a l  l i b r a r i a n s  a ttached  t o  o th er  l i b r a r i p s  in the h e a l th  

s e c t o r ;  (7 )  to  t ra nsm it  r e l e v a n t  products  o f  the world  on b i o m e d ic a l  

and h e a l t h  in fo r m a t io n  systems; (8 )  t o  act  as a c e n t r a l  d e p o s i t o r y  

o f  the l i t e r a t u r e  on h e a l t h  s c i e n c e s  and a l l i e d  n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s ;

t o  ac t  as a n a t i o n a l  f o c a l  p o in t  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n

in  the f i e l d  o f  b ib m e d ic a l  and p u b l i c  h e a l th  in fo rm a t io n  communication;  

(1 0 )  t o  cond u ct  r e se a rc h  on the needs o f  the in fo rm a t io n  u sers  and 

on the development o f  a p p rop r ia te  and e f f i c i e n t  in fo rm a t io n  s e r v i c e s  

aimed at adequate co v era g e  and the c r e a t i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  in fo rm a t io n  

and re se a rc h  o r i e n t a t i o n  among h e a l th  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and (11)  t o  h e l p  

o r g a n is e  and b u i ld  up l i b r a r i e s  in  v a r io u s  h e a l t h  i n s t i t u t i o n ^ ' ^

Tn order to enable the existing set up to meet the present infor

mation needs and perform the other relevant functions, the following 

fa c i l i t ie s  were proposed to be provided under this scheme in the SFYP 

(1980-85): (a) Construction o f  10,000 s f t .  in 2 floors with 4 s to r e d  

foundation, (b) Provision o f  6 posts in addition to 28 proposed in 

the earlier scheme, (c) Procurement o f  local furniture and equipment 

for Tk. 3 .75 lakhs, (d) Procurement o f  books and journals from home and 

abroad for Tk. 12 lakhs, (e) Provision for the operating cost during the 
execution period o f  the scheme.

The e s t im a te d  c o s t  o f  the scheme was Tk. 4 1 .2 6  lakhs and the annual 

r e c u r r i n g  e x p en d itu re  a f t e r  c o m p le t ion  o f  the scheme was es t im a ted  to  

be Tk. 6 .8 8  la k h s .  The SFYP a l l o c a t e d  Tk. 50 .00  l a k h s . 197 The scheme 

when implemented w i l l  f u l f i l  the o b j e c t i v e s  s ta te d  e a r l i e r  to  some 

e x t e n t .  The P r o j e c t  was planned to  be completed  by June, 1983.

196.  I b i d .

197. I b i d . , p . 4 .
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The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the P r o j e c t  were t o  b u i l d  up,  o rg a n iz e  and 

p reserv e  p r in te d  and n o n -p r in te d  m a te r ia ls  on h e a l t h  s c i e n c e s  and 

t o  d issem in ate  in fo r m a t io n  among the s c i e n t i s t s  w i th  a view to  f o s 

t e r i n g  t e a c h i n g ,  r e s e a r c h  and h e a l t h  c a re  programmes at n a t i o n a l  and 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s .
198The p h y s i c a l  and f i n a n c i a l  s chedu le  o f  work were as under:

,■399

Y e a r i  Land S C o n s tru c t io n  3 I n s t a l l a t i o n  } Other
5 a c q u E i t i o n /  { R e s i d e n t i a l 5 F u n c t i o n a l 5 
! development 5 5 . . . .  i  .

o f  equipment 8 
and machinery S

s t a f f  appo
intment .

1980-81  -  - 1 6 % - 50^

1981-82 -  - 43% 40% 30%

1982-83 -  - 41$ 60% 20$

100# 100% 100#

Year L o ca l  
( F i n a n c i a l  y e a r )

Fore ign T o t a l

1980-81  5 .00 - 5 .0 0

1981-82 17 .75 - 17 .75

1982-83 4 1 .2 6 - 4 1 .2 6

199Investment c o s t  o f  the p r o j e c t  as planned i s  s ta te d  b e l o w : -

Taka In lakh

Items T o t a l  c o s t F ore ign
exchange

1.  Land a v a i la b le - -

2 .  C o n s t ru c t io n  o f  L ib ra ry  B u i ld in g  
10 ,000 s f t .  @ Tk. l 5 0 / - p e r  s f t . 15 .00 -

198. Data o b ta in e d  from the O f f i c e  o f  the NHLDC.

199. In fo rm a t io n  c o l l e c t e d  from the M in i s t r y  o f  H ea lth ,  Govt ,  o f  Bangladesh
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3 . E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  @ Tk. 15$ o f  the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t 2 .2 5  -

4 . S a n i ta t io n  and water supply  @ 
Tk. 15$ o f  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c o s t 2 .2 5  -

5 . Compound Road 530 s f t .  @ Tk. 5 0 /  
per  s f t . 0 .2 7  -

6. Compound Drain 530 s f t . @  Tk. 5 0 /  
per s f t . 0 .2 7  -

7. A r b o r i c u l t u r e ( L . S . ) 0 .1 0  -

Sub T o t a l  (2 - 7) 2 0 .14
8. C o n t i n g e n c l e s , works e s ta b l i sh m e n t

and overhead charges  Tk. 15£# 3 .1 2  -

9 . L o ca l  f u r n i t u r e 2 .4 8  -

10. L o ca l  equipment 1 .27  -

•i—i 
(—1 Purchase o f  books & jo u r n a ls 12.00 -

12. O pera t ion  c o s t  during  s t a r t  up 2 .2 5  -

4 1 .2 6

The! P r o j e c t  approved 19 a d d i t i o n a l posts  ( the  then

15 p o s t s ) .  Among the a d d i t i o n a l  posts  approved In the P r o j e c t , e le v e n  

p o s t s  in c l u d i n g  the post  o f  the c h i e f  L ib ra r ia n  were p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  

two p o s t s ,  s k i l l e d  and s i x  p o s t s ,  u n s k i l l e d .
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The y e a r v i s e  development o f  the NHLDC s in ce  1974 i s  s ta te d  

be lo w : -

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  the A s ia  F oundat ion :

201

Year

1975

1976

1977

1978

C o n t r ib u t io n  

£ 2 3 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0

£ 5 6 ,4 6 9 .0 0

£ 16,000.00 

£ 10,000.00 
£ 3 1 2 , 4 6 9 . 0 0 ~

Form and shape o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
Books j Journa ls  J s u b s c r i p t i o n  to  

c u r re n t  j o u r n a l s ;  furniture,*  equipment 

and s u p p l i e s ;  m ed ica l  and a u d io v i s u a l  

equipment and raw materials ,*  and 

s u p p l i e s ;  t r a i n i n g  o f  p e rso n n e l ;  con

s u l t a t i o n  fe e s  to  the e x p e r t s ;  m ed ica l  
l i b r a r i a n s  t r a i n i n g  workshop; p u b l i 

c i t y  t ou r  to  the m e d ic a l  c o l l e g e s ;  

shipment c o s t s , e t c .

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  the  B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l :

Ye ar 

1977-78

C o n tr ib u t io n

3 .0 0 0 .0 0

7 .0 0 0 .0 0  
1 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0

Form and shape o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n

Books ;  s u b s c r i p t i o n  to  cu rrp n t  j o u r 

n a l s ;  t r a i n i n g  o f  m ed ica l  l i b r a r i a n s ;  

purchase o f  coupons from B r i t i s h  

L ib ra ry  Lending D i v i s i o n  f o r  a v a i l in g  

t h e i r  photocopy ing  and b i b l i o g r a p h i c  

s e r v i c e s ,  e t c *

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  the Bangladesh M e d ic a l  Research C o u n c i l ;

1974-75 Tk. 2 ,1 4 3 .5 0

1975-76  3 1 ,0 8 1 .2 1

1976-77 3 5 ,0 6 0 .1 8

1977-78 4 1 ,1 2 6 .2 0

1978-79 1 1 .4 3 7 .5 0  
T k . 1 ,2 0 ,8 4 8 .5 9

Maintenance o f  f o u r  s t a f f  and two 

o f f i c e r s  o f  the l i b r a r y  from 1975-79 

(two o f f i c e r s  are s t i l l  b e in g  main

ta in e d  by the C o u n c i l ) ;  c o n t in g e n c y  

e x p e n d i t u r e s , such as the s t a t i o n e r y  

and s u p p l ie s  and maintenance o f  the 

equipment , e t c .

201 .  In fo rm a t io n  fu rn ish e d  by M r.Zakiuddin  Ahmed, C h i e f  L ib r a r ia n ,  
NHLDC.
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/

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  the Governmpnt o f  Bangladesh :

^  C o n t r ib u t io n  Form and shape o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n

1977-78 Tk. 7 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0  Maintenance o f  the s t a f f  and o f f i c e r ;

1978-79 4 , 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  c o n t i n g e n c i e s ;  purchase o f  b o o k s ,  e t c .

1979-80 4 , 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0

1980-83 5 0 ,0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0 _______ C o n s t ru c t io n  o f  b u i l d i n g ,books ,equ1 p

  ment and f u r n i t u r e .
T k .5 8 ,7 5 ,0 0 0 .0 0

The Plan gave emphases upon the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b u i l d in g  f o r  

the l i b r a r y ,  which was completed  by May 1983. The plan co n ta in ed  

a lon g  l i s t  o f  fu n c t i o n s  to  be performpd by the L ib ra ry .B u t  the 

p r o j e c t  d id  n o t  keep p r o v i s i o n  f o r  the performance o f  a l l  the fun

c t i o n s .  The manpower s tren g th  o f  the l i b r a r y  was v e ry  poor .  The 

p o s i t i o n  o f  the C h i e f  L ib ra r ia n  had n o t  boen p r o p e r ly  graded. The 

b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  C h i e f  L ib ra r ia n  o f  NHLDC has not  been given p rop°r  

rank and s t a t u s .  There was la ck  o f  l o g i c a l  h i e r a r c h y  in the S t a f f ;  

the post  o f  L ib r a r ia n  in between A s s i s ta n t  L ib ra r ia n  and C h i e f  

L ib r a r ia n  was m is s in g .  The q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t e s t  o f  the L ibrary  per

s o n n e l  had n o t  been f i x e d .

Tn comparison to  o th e r  s u b j e c t  n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s ,  the progress  

o f  NHLDC i s  by fa r  most s a t i s f a c t o r y  in  s p i t e  o f  be ing  handicapped 

by s e v e r a l  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s .  By v i r t u e  o f  i tsw nique  importance 

g o v t ,  should g iv e  favoured a t t e n t i o n  f o r  i t s  due and immediate de 

ve lopm ent .

N a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  L ib rary  and Documentation Centre(NALDOC)

Lack o f  f a c i l i t y  f o r  documentation o f  r e se a rch  f i n d i n g s ,  I t s  

p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  maintenance and d i s s e m in a t io n  in  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  1n 

Bangladesh i s  a c u te .  Important r e se a rch  f i n d i n g s ,  r e p o r t s  e t c .  are
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n o t  always a v a i l a b l e  and t r a c e a b le  in  the c o u n t r y .  These problems 

were i d e n t i f i e d  and faced  by the Bangladesh A g r ic u l tu r e  Research 

C o u n c i l  (BARC). I t  prepared and submitted to  the g o v t ,  a P r o j e c t  f o r  

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  N a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  L ib ra ry  and Documentation 

Centre (NALDOC) in  o r d e r  to r e c o r d  documents, p reserve  a l l  important 

r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  and o th e r  r e l a t e d  in fo r m a t io n ,  prov ide  In form ation  

and documentation  s e r v i c e s  to  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and r e la t e d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  -who are engaged in  a g r i c u l t u r e  r e s e a r c h ,  t e a c h in g ,  

r e s e a r c h ,  a d m in is t r a t i o n ,  p la n n in g ,  p o l i c y  making and c o n d u ct in g  

e x t e n s io n  programmes in  the cou n try  and abroad.  So a p r o j e c t  was pre

pared and approved in  1980. The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the P r o j e c t  w e r e : -  

( a) to  s t ren g th en  and c o o r d in a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the Bangladesh Agri

c u l t u r a l  In fo r m a t io n  Network (BAIN) (b )  to  c o l l e c t ,  a n a ly se ,  preserve

m ainta in  and c o n t r o l  n a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  ( c ) to prov ide  

in fo r m a t io n  and documentation s e r v i c e s  to  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and 

o th e r  r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  in Bangladesh and o u t s id e  w ith in  r e g i o n a l  

and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  netw orks ,  (d )  to  c o n s o l i d a t e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the 

r e g i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  in fo rm a t io n  system l i k e  I n t e r  

n a t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  in fo rm a t io n

System f o r  the A g r i c u l t u r a l  S c ie n c e s  and T echnology  , Current

A g r i c u l t u r a l  Research In fo rm a t io n  System (CARTS) and A g r i c u l t u r a l  

In fo r m a t io n  Bank f o r  Asia ( AIBA). 1

The investm ent  c o s t  o f  the P r o j e c t  in c l u d in g  c o s t  e s c a l a t i o n  was

Tk. 2 7 .0 0  (L o c a l  c u r re n cy )  ( i n  L a k h , ) .  The major items o f  investment
o

c o s t  were equipment and m a c h in e r ie s .  Annual o p e r a t in g  r e u r r in g  ex 

p en d iture  was Tk. 6 .0 0  (L o c a l )  ( in  Lakh).

202.  Bangladesh .  W i n i s t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e .  Approved P r o l e c t  proforma 
f o r  NALDOC. p. 1. ------------------ --------- ---------------
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While i n d i c a t i n g  the -worth o f  investm ent ,  i t  vas s t a t e d : -

•NALDOC w i l l  p rov ide  in fo rm a t io n  and documentation s e r v i c e s  to  

the a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  vho are d i r e c t l y  

o r  i n d i r e c t l y  engaged in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t e a c h in g ,  r e s e a r c h ,  adm in is tra 

t i o n ,  p lanning and p o l i c y  making and e x te n s io n  programmes. B e n e f i t s

o f  such s e r v i c e s  are h igh interms o f  avo id ing  o f  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  reseaT -
203

c h e s , t r a n s f e r  o f  t e ch n o lo g y  and d i s s e m in a t io n  o f  k n o w le d g e .1

A sum o f  Tk. 0 .5 0  lakh vas r e l e a s e d  but the P r o j e c t  vas dropped 

l a t e r .  The i n i t i a l  v o rk  was s t a r t e d  1n 1980. Tt vas c o n t in u in g  v i t h  

s * a l l  fund from r e se a rc h  grant o f  BARC, upto June 1984. The r e v i s e d  

PPP ( p r e l im in a r y  p r o j e c t  proforma) vas approved in  a s p e c i a l  meeting 

o f  PEC on February 9 ,  1984 f o r  ADP in 1984-85 and su bseq uen t ly  PP vas 

approved on March 18, 1984 (v id e  code no.  PC/AG-80/BARC/1980/20 dat®d 

1 9 - 2 - 1 9 8 4 ) .  T o t a l  c o s t  o f  the p r o j e c t  vas  Tk. 96 .34  lakh .  Tk. 76 .38  

Lakhs v ere  a l l o c a t e d  in  the Second Five Year Plan f o r  the p r o j e c t ( g o v t .  

Tk. 4 5 .0 6  and Fore ign  exchange .  P r o j e c t  aid Tk. 3 1 . 3 2 ) .

The BARC i s  the a d m in is t ra t iv e  a u th o r i ty  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s p o n s o r in g ,  

e x e c u t i n g ,  o p e r a t i n g  and maintenance o f  NALDOC. The P r o j e c t  commenced 

in  1984 and v i l l  be completed in June 1987. While d e t a i l i n g  the fu n c t io n  

o f  the P r o j e c t ,  i t  vas s ta te d  that  the proposed P r o j e c t  vou ld

p ro v id e  sup port  t o  d i f f e r e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t e s  in the f i e l d  o f  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o r m a t io n /m a t e r ia l s  and i t s  docum entation .

Tt has been prepared f o r  p r o v id in g  the f o l l o w i n g  s e r v i c e s  and f u n c t i o n s :  

" ( 1 )  S e l e c t ,  a c q u i r e ,  produce ,  o r g a n i z e ,  presprve  and d issem inate  the 

a p p r o p r ia te  in fo r m a t io n .  (2 )  E stabl ishm ent  o f  Network o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l

203 . T b id . , p .2 .
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L i b r a r i e s  and In fo rm a t ion  Centres in Bangladesh.  (3 )  P reparat ion  

o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e se a rch  d i r e c t o r i e s / i n v e n t o r i e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  Impor

t a n c e .  (4 )  C om p ila t ion  o f  Union Catalogue o f  P e r i o d i c a l s  (5 )  Com

p i l a t i o n  o f  Bangladesh A g r i c u l t u r a l  B ib l i o g r a p h y  (6 )  P rov id in g  

reprography  and document d e l i v e r y  s e r v i c e  (7 )  P ro d u c t io n ,  p r o s p r -  

v a t i o n  and maintei^ie o f  m i c r o f i l m  and m i c r o f i c h e  o f  documents.

(8 )  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Banglarinsh A g r i c u l t u r a l  A bstra cts  (9 )  P rov id in g  

in  co u n try  t r a i n i n g  in o r d e r  t o  d e v e lo p  s k i l l e d  manpower in  the

f i e l d  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  in fo r m a t io n  s e r v i c e s  & systems. (10)  Act as 
the l e g a l  d e p o s i t o r y  o f  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  l i t e r a t u r e  pu b l i sh ed  w ith in

the c o u n t r y " . ^ 4
205Manpower r e q u ire d  f o r  the  NALDOC, which was approved in  the 

P r o j e c t  was as f o l l o w s

!
Type of employees i

!
i
8
0

Number BRate o f f 
5sa la ry / C 
5 per month S 
5(In Taka) 5
5 5

Total vages (1n

Is t ye a r ! 2nd ye ar 
5 
5

Taka)

^3rd year 
i 
!

1) Technical/Pro
fessional

Principal Sci
e n tific  O fficer  
(Library & Docu
mentation )

1 Tk. 2100-2600 0 .5 3 0 .5 4 0 .5 7

Sen ior  S c i e n t i 
f i c  O f f i c e r  
(Documentation)

1 Tk. 1400-2225 0 .4 0 0 .4 0 0 .4 4

204.  I b i d . , pp. 9 -1 0 .

205.  In fo rm a t io n  c o l l e c t e d  from NALDOC O f f i c e .

r
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T e c h n i c a l  E d i t o r  1 Tk. 1400-2225 0 .3 9  0 .4 0  0 .4 4
S c i e n t i f i c  
O f f i c e r  Tech
n i c a l  S e r v i c e s  2 Tk. 750-1470 0 .4 6  0 .4 8  0 .4 9

S c i e n t i f i c  O f f i c e r
( B ib l i o g r a p h y )  i  Tk. 750-1470 0 .2 2  0 .2 4  0 .2 4

S c i e n t i f i c  O f f i c e r
(Reprography) 1 Tk. 750-1470 0 .2 2  0 .2 4  0 .2 4

Junior  Documen
t a t i o n  O f f i c e r  l  Tk. 625-1315 0 .1 7  0 .1 9  0 .2 0

Junior  B i b l i o g r a 
ph ic  O f f i c e r  1 Tk. 625-1315 0 .1 7  0 .1 9  0 .2 0

) S k i l l e d  & U n s k i l l e d

L ibrary  A s s i s ta n t  l  Tk. 400-825 0 .1 2  0 .1 3  0 .1 3

Steno Ty p i s t  l  Tk. 370-745 0 .1 0  0 .1 1  0 . 1 1

T y p is t  2 Tk. 300-540 0 .1 8  0 .1 8  0 .1 9

L a b .T ech n ic ia n s  2 Tk. 300-540 0 .1 8  0 .1 8  0 .1 9

Darwan 1 Tk. 225-315 0 .0 7  0 .0 8  0 .0 8

t
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This  was undoubtedly  a v e r y  v a lu a b le  P r o j e c t  f o r  e s ta b l i sh m e n t  

o f  another s u b j e c t  N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  f o r  Bangladesh which i s  mainly 

an a g r i c u l t u r a l  cou n try  and c o n s id e r a b le  amount o f  money Is  be ing
on 7

spen t  by g o v t ,  on a g r i c u l t u r e .  The es ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  NALDOC w i l l  

c e r t a i n l y  £0 a lon g  way 1n s o l v i n g  the agro -econom ic  r e se a rc h  

problems o f  the  c o u n tr y .

While examining the o r g a n i s a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the NALDOC, i t  

i s  n o t i c e d  th a t  the organogram has no c o n fo r m ity  w ith  o th e r  n a t i o n a l  

l i b r a r i e s  i n s i d e  and o u t s id e  Bangladesh in  r e s p e c t  o f  p o s i t i o n ,  

s t a f f  s t r u c t u r e  and a u t h o r i t y .  I t  w i l l  ev er  remain s u b ord in a te  to  

the BARC. I t  i s  one o f  the s e r v i c e  l e v e l s  o f  BARC. As such i t  can 

n o t  be o r  shou ld  n o t  be c a l l e d  a N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  which i t s e l f  i s  

an independent  and s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  n o t  be ing  attached  

t o * ^  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n .  So lon g  i t  w i l l  remain under the c o n t r o l  

o f  BARC, i t s  development and s ta tu s  w i l l  be j e o p a r d i s e d .  The qua

l i f i c a t i o n  t e s t s ,  r e cru i tm e n t  r u l e s  and d u t i e s  and fu n c t i o n s  o f  the 

p e r s o n n e l  are a l l  m iss ing  in  the P r o j e c t .  The p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  o f  

n a t i o n a l  an d /or  s p e c i a l  l l b r a r i a n s h i p  has n o t  been r e f l e c t e d  In 

the  scheme although there  are more than 5 p erson n e l  in BARC having 

Degrees in  L ib r a r y  S c ience  from Bangladesh and abroad. The pro 

f e s s i o n a l s  c o u ld  have s trea m lin ed  and p r o f e s s i o n a l i s e d  the P r o j e c t  

to  some e x t e n t .

207 .  BARC. C o l l e c t i o n  o f  l e c t u r e s . Dhaka: BARC, 1982, p . 2.
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Comparative development o f  the N a t io n a l  L i b r a r i e s  has been 

p resented  below in  ta b u la r  fo rm s : -  

Table  T. S u b je c t  covera ge

L i b r a r i e s  S u b je c t  cov ered  Books Journals  C.JN AV m a t e r !a l s
NLB A l l  d i s c i p l i n e s  o f  30 ,000  

knowledge
X X X

NHLDC Health s c i e n c e s  and 1,100 
a l l i e d  s u b j e c t s .

15,000 300 fi1ms 142, 
tapes  152, 
s l i d e s  350, 
f i l m s t r i p s  108

NALDOC A g r i c u l t u r e  and 6 ,000 
a l l i e d  s u b je c t s

X 200 X

N S L S c ie n c e  and t e c h -  4 ,0 2 1  
no l o g y  o th e r  than 
h e a l t h  s c i e n c e  & 
a g r i c u l t u r e

X X X

The t a b l e  i n d i c a t e s  o v e r la p p in g  in the s u b j e c t  c o v e r a g e .  C o o rd ! -

n a t i o n  between them f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  development i s l a c k i n g .  The d l s -

t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  are d i s c o u r a g in g . Back l o g s  o f j o u r n a l s  are

found o n l y  in  NHLDOC. NHLDC and NALDOC showed i n t e r e s t  in  cu rren t

s u b s c r i p t i o n .  No l i b r a r y  has mss, and ra re  m a t e r i a l s .

Table  2 . S t a f f  p o s i t i o n

P r o f .  S u b -P r o f .  N on-Prof . P art - t im e T o t a l

N L B 6 10 17 X 33

NHLDC 7 8 19 X 34

NALDOC 5 2 9 x
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A l l  the  l i b r a r i e s  are u n d e r s t a f f e d  as per standards maintained 

by the l i b r a r i e s  o f  advanced c o u n t r i e s  .The r a t i o  between the pro

f e s s i o n a l  and n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l  ( th e  standard r a t i o  b e in g  1 : 2 )  i s  not  

r a t i o n a l .  The s ta tu s  o f  the c h i e f  l i b r a r i a n  o f  a l l  the l i b r a r i e s  

s p e c i a l l y  th a t  o f  NHLDC i s  n o t  p r o p e r ly  graded .  The heads o f  NLB and 

NSL have been ap p o in ted .  The NLB i s  now under the c o n t r o l  o f  the 

D i r e c t o r  o f  A r c h iv e s .  The d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  the heads o f  the l i b r a r i e s  

are not  un i form .  N o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x e c u t iv e s  are heading the NLB and 

NSL.

Tab le  3 .  Lending f a c i l i t i e s .

L ib r a r y Loan per S ec .  Dept. Hour o f  i s sue o v e r  dues

N L B X X X X

NHLDC 2 v k s . X 7 . 3 0 -  2 .0 0 X

NALDOC 2 wks. X 7 . 3 0 -  2 .0 0 X

N S L X X X X

The le n d in g  f a c i l i t i e s  are n i l  In some and very  l im i t p d  In o t h e r s .  

Table  4 .  O r g a n iz a t io n  o f  m a t e r i a l s .

L i b r a r i e s Scheme f o l lo w e d Type o f  ca ta lo g u e  used

N L B D D C D ic t i o n a r y

NHLDC N L M D iv ided

NALDOC U D C D ic t i o n a r y

N S L U D C D ic t io n a r y
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Though the national plans, reports e tc . did not make any 

planning o f professional a c tiv it ie s , the librarian and the library  

s t a f f  in course o f their daily routine work developed the following 

a c tiv ities  o f the library .

Table 8. COMPARATIVE SERVICES BEING RENDERED BY SUBJECT NATIONAL 
LIBRARIES

t NLB \ NHL DC 8 NALDOC 0 ~NSL
/

FUNCTIONS:

ACQUISITION.ORGANIZATION AND 
DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION MAJ MAJ MAJ MAJ

ANALYSIS.SYNTHESIS AND 
EVALUATION OF INFOm ATI ON 
RESOURCES NO MIN MAJ NO

REPOSITORY OF INDIGENOUS 
PUBLICATIONS MAJ NO NO NO

CONTINUING EDUCATION;

WORKSHOPS NO MAJ MAJ NO

INSERVICE TRAINING RAR MAJ MAJ NO

DEMONSTRATIONS NO MAJ MAJ NO

briefings NO MAJ MAJ MIN

ESTABLISHING STANDARDS AND 
CRITERIA FOR PROFESSIONAL

ACTIVITIES NO MAJ NO NO

MAINTENANCE OF LIBRARY

STATISTICS NO MAJ MAJ NO

I
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PRODUCTIONS

BIBLIOGRAPHIC CONTROL OP 
LITERATURE:

ABSTRACTING
INDEXING

COMPILATION OF 
NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY

COMPILATION OF 
SUBJECT BIBLIOGRAFHY

PUBLICATIONS

ACCESSION LISTS

BULLETINS

NEWSLETTERS

DIRECTORIES

PRODUCTION OF AV 
MEDIA FOR TEACHING AND 
RESEARCH

SERVICES:

READERS'(REFERENCE) 
SERVICE:

REFERENCE INTERVIEW/ 
CONSULTATION

ANSWERS TO QUERIES

SID

CAS

BIBLIOGRAPHIC VERIFICATION

NO NO MAJ NO
NO MAJ MAJ NO

MAJ MAJ MAJ NO

NO MAJ MAJ NO

NO MAJ MAJ NO

NO NO NO NO

NO NO MAJ NO

NO MAJ MAJ NO

NO NO MAJ NO

MAJ MAJ MAJ MIN

MAJ MAJ MAJ MIN

NO MAJ MAJ NO

NO MAJ MAJ NO

MAJ MAJ MAJ MIN

onR Ahnu=>ri Zak iuddin  ’’N a t io n a l  L i b r a r i e s  o f  Bangladesh:  T he ir  
°  • r t r t u s  fu tu re  * o l e s  as n a t i o n a l  information aBen cies",

Dhaka: L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  Bangladesh,  1985, PP. 14 -1  .
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RETROSPECTIVE LITERA
TURE SEARCH:

MANUAL SEARCH MAJ MAJ MAJ NO

ON-LINE SEARCH NO MAJ MAJ NO

READING FACILITIES MAJ MAJ MAJ MAJ

REFERENCE SERVICE MAJ MAJ MAJ MIN

INFORMATION NETWORK 
COORDINATION:

NATIONAL

INTERNATIONAL

UNION CATALOGUE

DOCUMENT DELIVERY:

ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS

PHOTOCOPIES

COOPERATIVE ACQUISITION AND 
ORGANIZATION OP INFORMATION

RESOURCES

FEEDBACK

NO MAJ MAJ NO

MAJ MAJ MAJ NO

NO MAJ MAJ NO

NO MAJ MAJ NO

NO MAJ MAJ NO

NO VTN MIN NO

NO MIN MIN NO

The e v o l u a t i o n  o f  the s u b j e c t  c o v e r a g e ,  c o l l e c t i o n ,  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n ,  

o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  m a t e r ia l s  and s e r v i c e s  o f  the s u b j e c t  n a t i o n a l  l i b 

r a r i e s  r e v e a l s  th a t  they are n o t  b e in g  o rg a n is e d  in  the w e l l -p l a n n e d  

way. T h e ir  development r a t i o  are n o t  p r o p o r t i o n a t e .  Though a l l  s u b j e c t  

n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  are e q u a l l y  important  a l l  are n o t  e q u a l l y  looked  

a f t e r .  The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  NLB and NSL are below the s tandard .  Although 

the  p i c t u r e  o f  development o f  NHLDC i s  b r i g h t e r  s t i l l  i t  should t y y  to  

a ccom p l ish  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s tandard .

PS: MAT stands f o r  M ajor  A c t i v i t y ,  

MIN stands f o r  Minor A c t i v i t y ,  

RAR STANDS FOR RARE ACTIVITY,

NO stands  f o r  No A c t i v i t y ,
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The N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  o f  Bangladesh in c l u d i n g  the s u b j e c t  n a t i o n a l  

l i b r a r i e s  does  n o t  f o l l o w  p r e s c r ib e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  standard and prac 

t i c e s .  The c o p y r i g h t  Act o f  Bangladesh does n o t  c o v e r  the s u b j e c t  

n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s .  The Act i s  n o t  b e in g  e f f e c t i v e l y  and v i g o r o u s l y  

implemented even in  the N a t io n a l  L ibrary  o f  Bangladesh.  The speed o f  

development o f  a l l  the N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s  i s  v e r y  s low .  The fundamen

t a l  fu n c t i o n s  and s e r v i c e s  o f  the N a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  are n o t  s a t i s 

> f a c t o r i l y  b e in g  performed .

The Second Five  Year Plan a lso  s t r e s s e d  the need f o r  development

o f  I s l a m ic  l i b r a r i e s .  I t  was s t a t e d  in  the Plan ’Mosque L i b r a r i e s  w i l l
209

be s e t  u p . . . T h e  B a l t u l  Mokarram Mosque w i l l  be fu r th e r  d e v e l o p e d . . . "

So the  P r o j e c t  named " I s la m ic  Foundation L ib r a r y  Development's/as taken 

up f o r  im plementat ion  during  the SFYP (1980 -85 )  " t o  prov id e  read ing

f a c i l i t i e s  on v a r i o u s  aspects  o f  I s l a m " . 210 Mosque i s  a p la ce  o f  not  

o n l y  f o r  l b  ad at but  a l so  o f  Tlliwat . 2 l l About 25 ,000  M u s u l l l e s  attend 

k- Juma prayers  in  B a i t u l  Mukarram Mosque and during  Zuhr, Asar and Magrlb

about 7 ,000  peop le  attend  Jamaht

Tk. 5 0 .0 0  lakhs were a l l o c a t e d  f o r  the P r o j e c t  which was framed 

w i t h i n  th a t  amount. The sp o n so r in g  a u th o r i ty  o f  the p r o j e c t  was the 

M i n i s t r y  o f  R e l i g i o u s  A f f a i r s .  The e x e c u t i o n / o p e r a t i o n  and maintenance 

a u t h o r i t y  o f  the  p r o j e c t  vas the I s la m ic  Foundation Bangladesh,  Dhaka. 

The annual o p e r a t i n g  r e c u r r in g  expen d iture  on co m p le t io n  o f  the p r o j e c t  

was e s t im a te d  as Tk. 3 .0 0  lakhs in  l o c a l  c u r r e n c y .  I t  was s ta te d  in  the

209.  Bangladesh .  Planning Commission. The Second F ive  Year P l an, Dhaka:
1983,  pp. 3 0 9 -1 0 .

210 .  Bangladesh.  M i n i s t r y  o f  R e l i g i o n s  A f f a i r s .  Approved p r o j e c t  
p ro fo rm a , p . I .

211.  Hughes, Thomas P a t r i c ,  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  I s la m * p. 634. The word i s  
d e r iv e d  from "TILAW.AT"- "R ea d in g" .  The re a d in g  o f  the Quran.
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na tu re  and purpose o f  the p r o j e c t  th a t  "Peop le  o f  Bangladesh though 

e c o n o m i c a l l y  hard h i t ,  have a s t r o n g  d e s i r e  to  know more and more 

about I s lam .  When they can n o t  buy books to  r e a d ,  they

have to  come to  the I s la m ic  Foundation L ib ra ry  to  r^ad them and to  

quench t h e i r  t h i r s t ,  because r e a d in g  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  

o f  I s l a m ic  books  l i k e  that  o f  the A l i a  Madrasha, Dhaka are r e s t r i c t e d  

to  t e a c h e r s  and s tu den ts  o f  the p a r t i c u l a r  I n s t i t u t i o n  o n l y .

The I s l a m i c  Foundation L ibra ry  has to import a la rg e  nuraberof 

f o r e i g n  books  on I s l a m ic  l i t e r a t u r e  from v a r io u s  c o u n t r i e s  o f  the 

w o r ld  and to  prov id e  re a so n a b ly  a t t r a c t i v e  p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the 

b e n e f i t  o f  r e a d e r s  in Bangladesh* To complete  the I s la m ic  Foundation 

L ib r a r y  housed in  the B a i t u l  Mukarram Mosque Complex about Taka 2

c r o r e s  would be r e q u i r e d .  As o n l y  Tk. 50 lakhs was a v a i l a b l e  during  

Second Five Year Plan (SFYP) the scheme c o s t  had been kept  to th a t  

l e v e l .  The purpose o f  t h i s  Scheme i s  to g r a d u a l ly  b u i ld  up the l i b 

r a r y  in  accordance  with  the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  funds .  (Books from f o r e i g n  

c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  be purchased through UNESCO c o u p o n s ) . 212 This  i s  a 

s e r v i c e  s e c t o r  p r o j e c t  in tended  to  promote human development which i s
PI

p r e - r e q u i s i t e  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  economic development.

212.  Bangladesh .  M in i s t r y  o f  R e l i g i o u s  A f f a i r s .  Approved D r o le c t
p ro fo rm a , pp. 3 - 4 .  -------------- —  — -

213 .  I b i d . ,  pp. 12 -13 .
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The book  purch ase  ( y e a r - v l s e )  as r e v e a le d  from the a n a ly s is  o f  the 

p r o je c t  i s  as f o l l o v s s -

" '1 9 8 0 -8 1  1981-86  1685-83  TgB3TB4~ ~ ~ "  "

T i t l e s  Rate T o t a l  T i t l e s  Rate T o t a l  T i t l e s  Rate T o t a l  T i t l e s  Rate T o t a l

B ooks T k .20  1 0 ,0 00  500 20 Ic^OOO ~~550 20 11 ,000  600 25 15000
Loc a l

B ooks T k .250  4 ,3 9 ,0 0 0 -9 4 0  250 2 ,3 5 ,0 0 0 -1 3 2 5  250 3 ,3 1 ,0 0 0  2128 250 527000
F ore 
ig n

J o u r -
^ alS T 1 .3 0 0  15000 50 300 15000 60 300 18000 60 ?00 18000

4 ,6 4 ,0 0 0  “  2 ,6 0 ,0 0 0  3 ,6 0 ,0 0 0  “  5 ,6 0 ,0 0 0

214

1984-85

T i t l e s Rate T o t a l

2468 250 61700

60 300 18000

6 ,6 0 ,0 0 0

One o f  the im p ortan t fe a tu r e s  o f  the p r o je c t  vas th a t  i t  gave emphases upon 

fu r n it u r e  and s p e c i f i e d  t h e i r  ty p e  and n a tu re . The typps o f  fu r n itu r e  approved 

v e r e  fu n c t io n a l  from th e s ta n d p o in t  o f  e f f i c i e n t  l ib r a r y  s e r v i c e ,  but t h e i r  

number vas n o t  determ in ed  by any l ib r a r y  re a d e rs  su rv e y .

214 . P ro .le ct  p ro form a  o f  the I s la m ic  fo u n d a tio n  L ib r a r y .
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The c r e a t i o n  o f  one post  o f  l i b r a r i a n ,  two posts  o f  A s s i s ta n t  
215

L i b r a r ia n ,  one p o s t  o f  c a t a l o g u e r ,  (S e n i o r )  two posts  o f  L ib ra ry  

A s s i s ta n t  and C a ta log u ers  was approved ih  the Plan p e r i o d .  Acconding 

to  the d e c i s i o n s  made in  the P .E .C .  meeting h e l d  on 3 1 .1 0 .8 0  the 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  these  p o s t s 21^ would be as f o l l o w s : -

S l .N o .  Post  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n

L ib r a r ia n  M.A. TT in  L ib ra ry  S c ience  with
10 years  e x p e r i e n c e .

2 .  A s s i s ta n t  L ib r a r ia n  M.A. TT in  L ib r a r y  S c ie n c e

3 .  C a ta log uer  ( S e n i o r )  5 . A. with Diploma in  L ib r a r y
S c ience  w ith  3 yea rs  e x p e r i e n c e .

4 .  L ib r a r y  A s s i s t a n t /  In term ed ia te  w ith  c e r t i f i c a t e
C a t a lo g u e r /R e fe r e n c e  course  in  L ib r a r y  S c i e n c e .
A s s i s ta n t

Among a l l  the p r o j e c t s  s ta te d  above ,  the concerned  Plan gave due 

emphasis  upon the p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  the l i b r a r y  personn e l .  

S e l e c t i o n  o f  L ib r a r ia n  and A s s i s ta n t  L ib r a r ia n  were made a c c o r d i n g l y .  

Both o f  them are q u a l i f i e d  from the p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d p o in t ,  but  the 

number o f  l i b r a r y  p e rso n n e l  was n o t  p r o p o r t io n a te  to  the presen t  and 

fu tu re  readers  o f  the l i b r a r y .  The number i s  no doubt I n s u f f i c i e n t  

in  view o f  the heavy l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  b e in g  rendered  by the l i b r a r y .

The P r o j e c t  i s  a v e ry  important  one from the s ta nd p o in t  o f  the 

r e l i g i o u s  s p i r i t  o f  the c i t i z e n s  o f  the c o u n t r y ,  m a jo r i t y  o f  whom are 

muslims.  One o f  the s p e c i a l  a sp e c ts  o f  the P r o j e c t  was th a t  i t  gave 

more emphasis upon l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  than the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a b i g  

b u i l d i n g  as i t  was n o t i c e d  from the c r i t i c a l  a n a ly s i s  o f  the P r o j e c t s

418

215 .  I b i d . , p.  14

216 .  I b i d ^ , p.15>
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s t a t e d  e a r l i e r .  B u i ld in g  i s  n e c e s s a r y  no d ou bt .  But the l i o n ' s  

share o f  the t o t a l  investment shou ld  n o t  be spent  on c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  the b u i l d i n g  as we have seen in  the f o r e g o in g  pages .  The p os t  o f  

the  L ib r a r ia n  i s  down graded .  The post  o f  the Deputy L ib ra r ia n  In "

between the L ib r a r ia n  and the A s s i s ta n t  l i b r a r i a n  i s  m is s in g .  The

purpose o f  the l i b r a r y  has not  been p r o p e r ly  s t a t e d .  I t s  main purpose 

shou ld  be h e l p in g  the r e se a rc h  s c h o la r s  in  I s la m ic  f i e l d s .  But t h i s  

f u n c t i o n  i s  no t  s ta te d  in  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s .  The progress  o f  the P r o j e c t

i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  When i t  w i l l  be completed i t  w i l l  be the b i g g e s t

l i b r a r y  o f  i t s  type  in  Southeast  A s ia .  The t a r g e t  o f  the plan w i l l  be 
Pi 7a ch ie v e d .

The presen t  p o s i t i o n  o f  development o f  the l i b r a r y  can be

understood  from the f o l l o w in g  c h a r t : -

No. o f  books 54 ,000 | L ibrary  4 ,204 s q . f t

Books r e l a t i n g  to  the Quran and 5 No o f  Seats 203
T o ^ s i r -9 9 7 58 No o f  o l d  m s s 25
Books on l i f e  o f  Hazrat  Muhammad 
( s m ) -  165

I
5 T im e -tab le 10 Afti to

H adith  120 | No. o f  d a i l y  papers
8-30  P.M 
10 (4  in

5 E n g l ish )
C h i ld r e n  Books 12 ,000 5

5 No. o f  magazines 43
Books on I s la m ic  lo w s -  538 il

Though the a u th o r i ty  behind t h i s  l i b r a r y  i s  r a th e r  i n c l i n e d  to  

c a l l  i t  a p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  y e t  i t  does not  q u a l i f y  to  be a p u b l i c  l i b 

ra r y  as e n u n c ia ted  by the UNESCO m a n i fe s to .  Rather a l i b r a r y  s c i e n t i s t  

can n o t  be blamed i f  he goes so much to  c a l l  i t  a s p e c i a l  type o f  

l i b r a r y  which i s  used by s p e c i a l  types  o f  readers  namely I s la m ic  minded 

p e o p l e .  I t s  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  a lso  o f  s p e c i a l  type as o n l y  books con cern in g  

Is lam  are s e l e c t e d  f o r  the l i b r a r y .

217 .  Bangladesh.  M in i s t r y  o f  F inance .  Bangladesh Economic Survey 
1 9 8 3 /8 4 .  p. 321 .
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The SBYP a lso  gave importance on the development o f  s p e c i a l  

l i b r a r i e s .  Development o f  Bangladesh C o u n c i l  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  and Indus

t r i a l  Research L ib r a r y  vas in c lu d e d  in  i t .

Background

When the f i r s t  b u i ld in g  o f  the 3 a s t  R e g io n a l  L a b o r a t o r i e s ,  Dhaka

under Pakistan  C o u n c i l  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  and I n d u s t r i a l  Research vas b u i l t  
218in  1955 two rooms in  one c o rn e r  o f  the b u i l d i n g  vere  earmarked f o r  

s t a r t i n g  a l i b r a r y .  A f t e r  t v e n ty  years  i . e .  in  1975 the l i b r a r y  c o l l e 

c t i o n  vas  3 0 ,0 0 0  volumes in c l u d in g  about 10,000 volumes o f  advanced
219s c i e n t i f i c  t e x t  books and r e f e r e n c e  b ook s .  The space a l l o c a t i o n  men

t i o n e d  above vas h a r d ly  enough f o r  the c o l l e c t i o n  and o th e r  important

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .  As such a p r o j e c t  named "Development o f  BCSTR Labo

r a t o r y  L ib r a r y "  vas  submitted in Ju ly  1975 v i t h  an es t im ated  c o s t  o f

Tk. 2 5 .0 0  lakh ( l o c a l )  and FS Tk. 10 .00 la k h s .  The date  o f  com ple t ion  
220vas  June 1981. Government c o n s id e r e d  the Plan and Tk. 2 5 .00  lakhs 

( l o c a l )  and FE Tk. 10 .00 lakhs v e re  a l l o c a t e d  during  the ADP 1 9 7 5 -7 6 .221 

No development v o r k  e x c e p t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d es ig n  e t c .  vas done. I t  vas 

r e - s u b m it t e d  in  August 1976 tak ing  in to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  the comments and 

s u g g e s t io n s  o f  the Planning Commission in  r e s p e c t  o f  s t a f f ,  accommodation, 

t r a i n i n g ,  f o r e i g n  exchange requirem ents  e t c .  The re - s u b m it t e d  c o s t  s tood  

at Tk. 64 .16  lakhs v i t h  a f o r e i g n  exchange component o f  Tk. 15 .00  la khs .

The p r o j e c t  vas approved by the g o v t ,  ( v id e  S and T D iv i s i o n  O.W. TTo.
222

S ec .  XT /BC SlR -D ev(7 ) /77  dated 2 1 . 2 . 7 8 )  v i t h  an es t im ated  c o s t  o f  

Tk. 62 .57  lakhs i n c l u d i n g  f o r e i g n  exchange o f  15 .00  lakhs .  The c o n s t r u c 

218 .  Bangladesh.  Planning Commission. P r o j e c t  Proforma. Part A. P r o j e c t  
D ig e s t  Development o f  BCSTR L i b r a r y . Dhaka: 1980, p. 17.

219.  I b i d .
220.  I b i d . P r o j e c t  D ig e s t ,  1975, p . l .
221.  I b i d .
222.  I b i d .  P r o j e c t  Proforma, 1980.
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t i o n  work was s t a t e d  in  May 1979 but the p rog ress  o f  the work was

d e la y e d  due t o  v a r io u s  f a c t o r s ,  s p e c i a l l y  the s c a r c i t y  o f  cempnt.

As such the p r o j e c t  c o u ld  n o t  be completed  by June 1 9 8 0 . ^ ^

Meanwhile the c o s t  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  in c r e a s e d  v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l y

s in c e  i n i t i a l  e s t im a te s  were p rep a red ,  so i t  was r e v i s e d  in  September,

1980 f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in  the SFYP fo r  Tk. 90 .43  lakhs and F3 Tk. 20 .00  
224

la k h s .  Tk. 6 9 .43  lakhs were a lrea dy  spent upto June 1980. Tk. 21 .00  

lakhs more were schedu led  to  be spent  w i th in  June 1981 f o r  i t s  

c o m p le t i o n .  Tt was again r e v i s e d  and m od i f ied  on the b a s i s  o f  the 

PEG recommendations in  O ctober  1980 f o r  the e s t im a te d  c o s t  o f  Tk.

8 9 .5 9  la k h s ,  ( l o c a l )  and F5 Tk. 20 .00  l a M i s .225 The aims o f  the Pro

j e c t  were the strengthening o f  the e x i s t i n g  l i b r a r y  by c o n s t r u c t i n g  

a new b u i l d i n g  f o r  i t  as w e l l  as adding to  i t s  e x i s t i n g  inadequate 

s t a f f  and h o l d in g  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  books and p e r i o d i c a l s .  

P h y s i c a l  schedu le  o f  the work was as u n d e r ; -

Year C o n s t r u c t io n  T n s t a la t i o n  o f
_____  F u n c t io n a l  Equipment and machinery

1976-77 - 17$

1977-78 - 15$

1978-79 38$ 23$

1979-80 42$ 20$

198Q-81 20$ 25$

223 .  I b i d .  1980, p. 8 -2 9 .

224.  T b id .  P . l .  the P r o j e c t  was approved by the Planning Commission 
v id e  (STR) No. Sec 12/BCSTR-Dev(7)/17 dated  2 7 .1 2 .8 0 .

225 .  T b id . , P r o j e c t  proforma m od i f ied  O c to b e r ,  1980, p . l .
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F i n a n c i a l s ch e d u le 226vas as under:

L o ca l Fore ign T o ta l

1976-77 0 . 0 1 3 .4 9 3 .5 0

1977-78 0 .5 3 3 .0 0 3 .5 3

1978-79 2 0 .5 6 5 .5 0 25 .06

1979-80 3 3 .3 3 4 . 0 1 37 .34

1980-81 15 .16 5 .00 2 0 .1 6

6 9 .5 9  20 .00  89 .59  lakhs

Of the  above amount Tk. 2 1 .0 0  lakhs were planned f o r  imported 

b o o k s ,  j o u r n a ls  and p e r i o d i c a l s .  Tk. 3 .5 0  lakhs  were f o r  f u r n i t u r e  and 

f i x t u r e s  and Tk. 5 9 .1 8  lakhs were f o r  b u i l d i n g .  The P r o j e c t  approved 

20 a d d i t i o n a l  p o s t s  in c l u d in g  the  pos t  o f  P r i n c i p a l  L ib r a r ia n  ( the  then 

e x i s t i n g  5 p o s t s ) .  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t e s t s  o f  the  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o s ts  were 

n o t  f i x e d .  The p r o j e c t  l i k e  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  o f  n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y ,  s u b jp c t  

N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  d id  not  pay due a t t e n t i o n  f o r  the 

development o f  s e r v i c e s  and c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  m a te r ia ls  i n c l u d i n g  

r e c e n t  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  in n o v a t i o n s .

Mosque-based l i b r a r i e s

On the b a s i s  o f  the recommendations o f  the Second F iv e  Year P lan ,  

s p e c i a l l y  the  recommendations f o r  u t i l i s i n g  the Mosque and s e r v i c e s  

o f  Imams f o r  mass e d u c a t i o n ,  a new scheme named 'Mosque-based l i b r a r y "
2j>7

was drawn up. The P r o j e c t  E va luat ion  Committee (PEC) o f  the Govt ,  

in  i t s  m eeting  h e ld  on 30th O ctob er ,  1980 d i s c u s s e d  the mosque-based 

s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  programme. While emphasising the needs f o r  such a

226 .  I b i d . T p.  12.

22 7 .  Bangladesh.  M i n i s t r y  o f  S p o r ts  and C ulture*  P roceed ings  o f  the 
meeting  o f  P r o j e c t  E va luat ion  Committee. 30th O ctob er ,  1980. 
(For O f f i c i a l  use o n l y )  p . 5. See a l so  Bangladesh.  Second Five  
Year Plan ( 1 9 8 0 - 8 5 ) . p p . x v i - 4 9 .
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programme, the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l  o f  the I s la m ic  Foundation sa id  that  

" i f  more than two lakhs mosques o f  Bangladesh are c o n s id e r e d  and 

used as p o t e n t i a l  u n i t s  f o r  e v e r a l l  w e l fa r e  o f  the cou n try  as s tep s  

taken then mosques may p lay  e f f e c t i v e  r o l e s  in  enhancing the e c o -
OOQ

nomic c o n d i t i o n  o f  Bang ladesh" .  The Chairman o f  the m eeting expre 

ssed  the u s e f u l n e s s  o f  the p r o j e c t .  The meeting r e s o l v e d  th a t  mosque- 

based  l i b r a r i e s  would be e s t a b l i s h e d  in  the Thana Headquarters as soon

as p o s s i b l e  and Taka 15 .00  ( i n  lakh) should  i n i t i a l l y  be earmarked
229f o r  the purpose .  While d i s c u s s i n g  the mosque-based l i b r a r i e s  the 

r e s e a r c h e r  c o n s i d e r s  i t  an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  s t a t e  the  importance o f  

mosques,  mosque l i b r a r y ,  i t s  aims and o b j e c t s  and i t s  a d m in is t ra t io n  

and o r g a n i s a t i o n .

Mosque L ibrary

The most f a v o u r i t e  p la ce  in  the w orld  f o r  the  Holy  P rop het (S .  A.S) 

was the mosque. He conducted  the a f f a i r s  o f  the Muslim s t a t e s  from 

the mosque. I t  was the Parliament f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  High Court o f  j u d i 

c a t u r e  and c e n t r e  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  Sahatia-e-Keram 2^°used to  spend most 

o f  t h e i r  time in  the mosque* They used to  rush towards i t  whenever 

they  c o u ld  spare  them selves  from o t h e r  p r e o c c u p a t io n s .  They cou ld  

r e c e i v e  in  the mosque, guidance f o r  the w e l fa r e  in  t h i s  l i f e  and the 

l i f e  h e r e a f t e r ,  Mosque was the  most a t t r a c t i v e  p la ce  f o r  the Muslim

228.  Government Order be a r in g  No. TJh (song )  1 - 1 /8 0  dated 31 -1 0 -8 0  
i s s u e d  by the M in i s t r y  o f  Sports  and C u l tu re .

22 9 .  I b i d .

230.  Holy  persons  who embraced Islam saw the Holy Prophet (S . A. S . ) aid
accompanined him even f o r  a s h o r t  t im e .  See Hughes, Thomas P a t r l c .
D i c t i o n a r y  o f  I s l a m . New D e lh i :  Cosmo P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1977, (R e p r i 
n t e d ) ,  p. 561.
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populace  and the most i d e a l  community c e n t re  f o r  them.Though the

Muslims respond to  the c l a r i o n  c a l l  o f  the Muazzin 231 to  com* to
232the mosque f o r  s a l a t  as well as for  fa la h  ( s a l v a t i o n )  they rush

o u t  o f  i t  as soon as s a l a t  i s  o v e r .  Many o f  them are found even

r e l u c t a n t  to  f i n i s h  t h e i r  sunn at233 and Nafi 1 234p r a y e r s .  There i s

t h i s  r e l u c t a n c e  o f  the Muslim to  s ta y  In the mosque beyond the Farz235 
236

part  o f  S a l a t . Even I f  a person cannot  earn a p o s i t i v e  v i r t u e  from 

s ta y in g  in  a mosque, on** may r e f r a i n  from v i c e s  in to  which one might 

o th e r w is e  have Indulged in .

To be v e r y  o b j e c t i v e ,  there  was d e f i n i t e  a t t r a c t i o n  and e n v i r o n 

ment f o r  the e a r l y  Muslims to  pro long  t h e i r  s ta y  In the mosque. All
d i s c u s s i o n s  about the condu ct  o f  the Muslim K h l l a f a t  used to  bp h e ld

P17in  the Mas j l d - e - N a b w v i . Lessons o f  r e l i g i o n  and w o r ld l y  a f f a i r s

used t o  be imparted in the mosque.

k -------------------------------------------— ------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
231. The c a l l e r  o f  the Azan. o r  "summons to  p r a y e r s " .  See D̂  c t l o n a r v  

o f  I s l a m , p. 366 .

232. The Arabic  term used In the Holy Quran, as w e l l  as amongst a l l
Muslim in every  part  o f  the w o r ld ,  f o r  the l i t u r g i c a l  form o f
prayer  which i s  r e c i t p d  f i v e  times a day. See D i c t i o n a r y  o f  Tslam. 
p. 561.  -1------------------ ’

233.  The t r a d i t i o n  which re co r d s  e i t h e r  the say ings  and do ings  o f  
the Holy Prophet (S . A. S . )  See D ic t i o n a r y  o f  I s l a m , p . 622.

234. This  term denotes  to such acts  o f  d e v o t io n  as are not  e n jo in e d  by 
the te a ch in g  o f  the Holy Prophet (S .  A. S . )  o r  by h i s  examples.  See 
D i c t i o n a r y  o f  I s l a m , p . 427.

r
235. That which i s  o b l i g a t o r y .  A term used f o r  those  r u le s  and o r d i 

nance o f  r e l i g i o n  which are sa id  to  have been e s t a b l i s h e d  and
e n jo in e d  by A llah  H im s e l f ,  as d i s t in g u i s h e d  from those  which are 
e s t a b l i s h e d  upon the p re ce p t  o r  p r a c t i c e  o f  the Holy Prop het fS .  A. S) 
and which are c a l l e d  "Sunnat" .  See Hughes above,  p. 124.

2 3 6 .  o p . c l t . 207.

2 3 7 .  The Holy P ro p h e t ’ s (S .A .S )  Bosque at Medina. See D ic t i o n a r y  o f  
I s l a m , p. 343.
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A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  knowledge i s  o b l i g a t o r y  on every  Muslim male
p'i Q

and fem ale .  During the time o f  the Khulafa-e -Rashedeen the b e s t  

p la ce  f o r  seek in g  knowledge was mosque. As I s la m ic  books f o r  a c q u i s i 

t i o n  o f  knowledge are n o t  a v a i la b le  in  the mosque most o f  the Muslims 

do not  f e e l  l i k e  s ta y in g  In the mosque ex ce p t  fo r  prayers  and leave  

im mediately  a f t e r  p ra yers .

A p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  has a g r e a t e r  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  most o f  the educated 

Muslims than the mosque h a s .  They do not  f e e l  l i k e  l e a v in g  the l i b r a r y  

h u r r i e d l y  as they want to  lea ve  the mosque. As there  are f a c i l i t i e s  

f o r  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  knowledge in  the pu b l i c  l i b r a r y ,  people  v i s i t  them 

a l l  the time du ring  the working h o u rs .  Except during  the time o f  prayer 

mosques remain s i l e n t  and va ca n t .  The house o f  Allah should remain ever  

busy and e v e r  l i v e l y  b u r s t l i n g  with con t inu ed  a c t i v i t y .

Tn the c o n t e x t  o f  p resent  day problems, b a s i c  t e n e t s  and funda

m ental  va lues  are in  c o n s ta n t  need o f  d i s c o v e r y ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  and 

propagat ion  through i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  In the  absence o f  books 

and l i b r a r i e s  in the mosque, o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  i n t e l l e c 

t u a l  understanding  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s  in  proper  p e r s p e c t i v e  have 

d e c r e a s e d .  In o r d e r  to  h e l p  the Muslims b u i ld / im p r o v e  t h e i r  c h a r a c te r  

and conduct  i t  i s  ex trem ely  important  to  b u i ld  up l i b r a r i e s  o f  I s la m ic  

b o o k s ,  papers and p e r i o d i c a l s  1n every  mosque. There are more than '

2 ,000 00  mosques in Bangladesh.  Tn o rder  to  b u i l d  up a l i b r a r y  in e v e r y ,  

mosque with  around 2 ,500  books at an average c o s t  o f  Tk. 2 0 , 0 0 0 / - there  

i s  the need o f  Tk. 400 c r o r e s  f o r  fchis p u rp o s e .240 In t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  

Mosque S o c i e t y  in  Bangladesh which i s  a b s o l u t e l y  a n o n - p o l l t l c a l  and 

n o n - p r o f i t - m a k in g  o r g a n i s a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  render in g  s o c i a l  s e r 

v i c e s  w ith  mosque as a c e n t re  has undertaken as a f i r s t  s te p  towards
241b u i l d i n g  up l i b r a r i e s  in  e v ery  mosque.

425

238. The w e l l d i r e c t e d  Cal iphs  o f  Is lam . See Hughes, p. 274.
239.  L i s t  f i l e d  in  the o f f i c e  o f  M in i s t r y  o f  R e l i g i o n s  A f f a i r s  ,Govt .

o f  Bangladesh.  ,
240. Alam, Shamsul. The Mosque, Dhaka: ^osque S o c i e t y ,  Bangladesh,

1979, P .3 .
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The aims and o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the mosque l i b r a r y  are (1 )  to  c re a te  

environment f o r  I s la m ic  va lues  and re se a rc h  f o r  know ledge , (2 )  to  

e s t a b l i s h  l i b r a r i e s  o f  I s la m ic  books and o t h e r  m a te r ia l s  mosques, 

(3 )  to  c r e a t e  read ers  and to  in c u l c a t e  the h a b i t  o f  read ing

f o r  Holy A l-Q uran. Holy Al-Had 1th and I s la m ic  Books,  (4 )  to  make 

arrangements f o r  render in g  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in the mosque l i b r a r y ,

(5 )  to  make the mosque c e n t r e  f o r  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  and s o c i a l  l e a d e r 

> s h i p  works,  (6 )  to  h e l p  the s o c i e t y  In i t s  a l l  round devplopment by

sprea d in g  knowledge and d e v e lo p in g  moral v a l u e s ,  (7 )  to  educate  the

i l l i t e r a t e ,  ( 8 )  to  make arrangement f o r  seminar,  d i s c u s s i o n  e t c .  in 

the mosque-based l i b r a r i e s  and (9 )  to  make/keep the mosque busy with 

d i f f e r e n t  I s la m ic  a c t i v i t i e s . 242

The SFYP to o k  a lso  programme o f  Implementing the p r o j e c t  namely 

" S e t t i n g  up o f  Mosque L i b r a r i e s  f o r  community w e l f a r e "  with the e s t i 

mated c o s t  o f  5 0 .0 0  m i l l i o n  ( l o c a l  2 5 0 .0 0 ,  F, Exchange 2 5 0 . 0 0 ) .  The 

k f o r e i g n  a s s i s t a n c e  was e x p ec ted  from b r o t h e r l y  Muslim c o u n t r i e s  and

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I s la m ic  A g en c ies .  The dates  o f  commencement and comple

t i o n  were J u ly  1980 and June 1985 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The M in i s t r y  o f  Re

l i g i o u s  A f f a i r s  was the sp on sor in g  a u t h o r i t y ,  ^he e x e c u t in g  a u th o r i ty  

was the I s la m ic  Foundat ion ,  Bangladesh.  The nature  and purpose o f  

the p r o j e c t  i s  to  na make a beg in n in g  f o r  planned and proper  u t i l i z a 

t i o n  o f  the v a s t  f l o o r  space o f  two hundred thousand mosques f o r

Bangladesh f o r  d i s s e m in a t io n  o f  the massage o f  Tslam through l i b r a r y

 ̂ s e r v i c e s  and f o r  b u i l d i n g  up o f  sound r u r a l  base f o r  s o c i o - e c o n o m ic

d e v e lo  proent".24^

241. Alam, Shamsul. The Mosque. Dhaka; Mosque S o c i e t y ,  1979, p . 3 .

242. I b i d . ,  p. 203.

243. Bangladesh.  M in i s t r y  o f  R e l i g i o u s  A f f a i r s .  P r o j e c t  Pro form a, 
" S e t t in g  up o f  Mosque L i b r a r i e s f o r  Community w e l f a r e " . 1980,

I pp. 4 - 5 .
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/

Programme was taken during  the plan p^r^od f o r  s e t t i n g  up o f

5 ,0 0 0  mosques l i b r a r i e s  at a t o t a l  c o s t  o f  Tk. 500 .00  la k h s .  (Tk.

9 .8 5 0  f o r  b o o k s ,  fu r n i t u r e  and maintanance f o r  each l i b r a r y ) .  According 

to  the p r o j e c t ,  the Mosque c o m m it t e e / l o c a l  a u th o r ! t y ^ w i11 e n te r  in to  

w r i t t e n  agreement w ith  the Talamic Foundation f o r  proper  maintenance 

and o p e r a t i o n  o f  the Mosque L ib r a r y  b e f o r e  r e c e i v i n g  funds f o r  the

l i b r a r y  and w i l l  send t h e i r  p e r i o d i c a l  r e p o r t s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  the
244I s l a m ic  Foundation Bangladesh ,  Dhaka*'.

Tk. 25 0 .0 0  lakhs (2 5 .0 0  m i l l i o n )  has b^en a l l o c a t p d  under SFYP 

f o r  the p r o j e c t  under the R e l ig io u s  S u b - s e c t o r .

P a r t i c u l a r s  o f  exp en d itu re  f o r  each l i b r a r y  were as f o l l o w s : -

350 l o c a l  books X Tk. 10 Tk. 3 5 0 0 / 
f o r  each l i b r a r y

50 f o r e i g n  books f o r  each l i b r a r y  Tk. 5 0 0 0 / 

F urniture  f o r  each l i b r a r y
one almirah 12fO/- Tk. 1 2 50 / -

Maintanance c o s t  Tk. 1 0 0 / 

T o t a l  c o s t  f o r  one l i b r a r y  = Tk. 9 8 5 0 / 

T o t a l  c o s t  f o r  5000 l i b r a r i e s =  4 9 .25  m i l l i o n

A c e n t r a l  body under the care  o f  one Deputy D i r e c t o r  was approved 

f o r  the management o f  the p r o j e c t .

F in a n c ia l  schedu le  o f  the p r o j e c t  was as f o l l o w s ;

Year L.C. F.C. (M)

1980-81 Tk. 5 .00 (m )  Tk. 5 .00(m )
1981-82 Tk. 500 (m) Tk. 5 .00(m)
1982-83 Tk. 5 .00(m ) Tk. 5 .00(m)
1983-84 Tk. 500 (m) Tk. 5 .00(m)
1984-85 Tk. 500 (m) Tk. 5 .00(m)

Tk7~25.00(m) T k .25 .00 (m )

244 . I b i d . , p .5 .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



428

E stabl ishm ent  o f  mosque l i b r a r i e s  w ith in  the es t im ated  amount was

About 2 0 ,0 0 ,0 0 0  readers  w i l l  be b e n e f i t t e d  by the p r o j e c t .  The 

p r o j e c t  w i l l  be s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  completed  by June 1985.

The p ro g re s s  o f  implementat ion  o f  the p r o j e c t  i s  a lso  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

But number o f  books and fu r n i t u r e  f o r  each l i b r a r y  i s  very  meagre. One 

almirah i s  n o t  at a l l  s u f f i c i e n t .  L ib r a r i e s  arp a lready  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 

some 4 ,0 0 0  mosques o f  the c o u n t r y .  No plan or  p r o v i s i o n  was made f o r  

r e a d e r s '  s e r v i c e s  in them. The p r o j e c t  i s  v^ry v a lu a b le  towards b u i l d in g  

the network o f  s i m i l a r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in  the c o u n tr y .  I t s  t o t a l  su

c c e s s  s o l e l y  depends upon f u r t h e r  planning reg ard in g  the method o f  

o f f e r i n g  s e r v i c e  to  r e a d e r s .  The c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  system o f  l i b r a r 

i e s  has n ot  been d e f i n e d .

planned in  the f o l l o w i n g  ways.^^^

1980-81 Tk. 9 8 .30  lakhs f o r  998 l i b r a r i e s

1981-82 Tk. 98 .69 7  lakhs f o r  1002 l i b r a r i e s

1982-83 Tk. 9 8 .5  lakhs f o r  1000 l i b r a r i e s

1983-84 Tk. 9 8 .5  lakhs f o r  1000 l i b r a r i e s

1984-85 Tk, 9 8 .5  lakhs f o r  1000 l i b r a r i e s
> T o ta l=  4 9 2 .5  approxim ate ly  

Salary  f o r  the e n t i r e  p e r io d  = Tk. 1 .495 lakhs

Furniture 108 lakhs

O f f i c e  equipment .305 lakhs 

.600O f f i c e  accommodation

Contingency 1.390 lakhs 

3 .  60 lakhsS u p e rv is io n
500.00  ( Approximately 1n lakhs = 

m i l l i o n  50 .00
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Mosque Committee may take the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a d m in is t ra t io n  

o f  mosque l i b r a r y .  I f  n e c e s s a r y ,  separate  'Mosque l i b r a r y  Committee'

may be formed. But in e v e ry  case  the M o to w a l l i247w1 11 act  as P r e s i d e n t /

S e c r e ta r y  o f  the Committee. The Imam o f  the Mosque w i l l  have to  be 

in c lu d e d  in the Committee. 2 .  The Mosque l i b r a r y  Committee w i l l  take 

the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  o v e r a l l  adminstrat^on o f  the l i b r a r y  and i t s  

/  deve lopm ent .  3 .  Any e n t h u s i a s t i c  r e l i g i o u s  person o r  Imam o r  Muazzin

may be appointed  as L ib ra r ia n  o f  the l i b r a r y .  The Committee may i f  

r e q u i r e d ,  grant  some monthly o r  y e a r ly  grant to  the l i b r a r i a n  and t h i s  

g ra n t  i s  in no way be more than 5% o r  10% o f  thp t o t a l  budget .

D i s t r i c t ,  S u b - D i v i s i o n a l  and U u a z l l l a  Mosque Committee

1. D i s t r i c t  mosque l i b r a r y  Committee may be formed with  Deputy 

Commissioner as P r e s id e n t ,  D i s t r i c t  I s la m ic  C u l tu ra l  O f f i c e r  as Secre 

t a r y  a l o n g v i th  some i n t e r e s t e d  p erso n s .  2 .  In the same way s u b - d i v i s i o n a l  

v- Mosque l i b r a r y  w* 11 be formed w ith  s u b - d i v i s i o n a l  o f f i c e r  as the Pre

s i d e n t .  The u p o z i l l a  mosque l i b r a r y  w i l l  be formed with C i r c l e  O f f i c e r  

(Dev) as p r e s i d e n t .  These Committees w ' l l  i n i t i a t e  the movement f o r  

mosque l i b r a r y  developm ent .  They w i l l  form ulate  plans and programmes 

f o r  i t s  deve lopm ent ,  ■'•hese committees w i l l  maintain  l i a i s o n  with the 

concern ed  M i n i s t r y , I s la m ic  Foundat ion ,  e t c .  The d i v i s i o n a l  and d i s t r i c t  

c u l t u r a l  c e n t r e s  w i l l  take the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e s ta b l i s h m e n t ,  admi-
248

n i s t r a t i o n  and s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  mosque l i b r a r i e s  throughout the c o u n try .
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Mosque Library Committee

246. Alam, Shamsul. The Mosque, Dhaka: Mosque S o c i e t y ,  1979. p , 203.

247.  A person endowed with  a u t h o r i t y .  A l e g a l  term used f o r  a person 
e n t r u s t e d  w ith  the management o f  r e l i g i o u s  founda t ion  See P i c t l o -  
narv  o f  I s la m ,  p. 425.

248.  Mas l i d  Path agar (Mosque L i b r a r y ) ,  Dhaka: I s la m ic  Found at Ion ,  1981. 
p. 1.
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The f o l l o w i n g  types  o f  books may be kept in  the mosque l i b r a r i e s :

1. Books c o n c e rn in g  f a i t h  in  A l la h ,  p ra y e rs ,  f a s t i n g ,  Ha.1 . Z a k a t . 

the Holy Quran. Holy Prophet ( S . A . S ) ,  d i s c i p l e s  o f  Holy Prop het (S .  A. S . ) 

I s l a m ic  r e l i g i o u s  and c u l t u r a l  movement and h i s t o r y  o f  I s lam . 2 .  Books 

on m o r a l i t y ,  in c r e a s e  o f  p rod u ct ion  o f  food  g ra in s ,  books on a g r i c u l tu r e ,  

 ̂ p i s c i c u l t u r e ,  p o u l t r y ,  f i r s t  aid e t c .  3 .  Chi ldren  books and p e r i o d i 

c a l s .  4 .  Books p u b l i sh ed  by In fo rm a t ion  M i n i s t r y ,  A g r i c u l t u r e  M i n i s t r y ,  

M i n i s t r y  o f  R e l i g i o u s  A f f a i r s ,  approved by the committee and 5 . D a i ly  

papers approved by the committee .  This  r e s e a r c h e r  v i s i t e d  some mosque 

l i b r a r i e s  in  S y lh e t  in  January, 1984. Some o f  these  l i b r a r i e s  were 

■wellused. But these  were s u f f e r i n g  from some p re s s in g  problems. The 

a u t h o r i t y  s u p p l i e d  books to  these  l i b r a r i e s  in  bu lk  on ly  o n c e .  A fte r  

t h a t  no book  was s u p p l ie d .  There vas none to  take care  o f  the books .

The Imam, the l i b r a r i a n  had no t r a i n i n g  in  l i b r a r i a n s h l p .  There was
k-

s c a r c i t y  o f  f u r n i t u r e  a l s o .

S u g g e s t io n s

1. P rocess  must be found ou t  f o r  re g u la r  supply  o f  books and 

new b ook s .  2 .  The Imams must be t ra in e d  fo r  at l e a s t  6 weeks in l i b r a -  

r l a n s h i p .  3 .  The Imams must be granted charge  al lowance o f  Tk. 5 0 0 / 

per month. 4 .  Sach and every  Mosque l i b r a r y  must be granted Tk. 5 0 0 / 

per month f o r  meeting the c o n t in g e n t  e x p e n d i tu r e .  5 .  P r o v is io n  must 

' be made f o r  r e g u la r  s u p e r v i s i o n  and i n s p e c t i o n  o f  these  l i b r a r i e s .  6 .

M osque-based l i b r a r y  should be in tro d u ce d  throughout  the c o u n t r y .  7.  

G ovt ,  shou ld  take i n i t i a t i v e  and bear  a l l  expenses  from the p u b l i c  

exchequer  and 8 .  S u i ta b le  f u r n i t u r e  and equipment must be s u p p l ie d .

I t  must be admitted that  the base i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  e s ta b l i sh m en t  

o f  l i b r a r i e s  vas pra isew orthy  but  a c e n t r a l  i n s p e c t i n g ,  c o o r d i n a t i n g

* and c o n t r o l l i n g  a u th o r i ty  i s  a must, f o r  which I s la m ic  Foundation

Book selection in Mosque Library
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shou ld  make o u t  a comprehensive Plan.  E stabl ishm ent  o f  l i b r a r i e s  

in s i d e  mosque in  r u r a l  areas would c e r t a i n l y  remove i l l i t e r a c y ,  keep 

the M u s a l l i  s and o th e r s  in formed o f  what was happening in  and o u t s id e  

Bangladesh ,  would in c r e a s e  the read ing  h a b i t s  and go a lon g  way t o 

wards s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  and economic  w e l l b e in g  o f  the ru r a l  

p e o p le .

M a j o r i t y  o f  the p o p u la t io n  o f  Bangladesh are Muslims. Tn rem otest  

c o r n e r s  o f  the c o u n try  one o r  more than one mosques can be found. Al

though i t  i s  a poor and d e v e lo p in g  cou n try  and m a jo r i t y  o f  the popula

t i o n  i s  i l l i t e r a t e ,  poor ,  h a l f f e d ,  i l l c l a d ,  y e t  people  go to  the mos

ques o f  65 ,000 v i l l a g e s  o f  Bangladesh.  So mosques are common p laces  

f o r  the r i c h  and the poor .  I f  these  mosques can be used as u n i t s  f o r  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  adult  e d u ca t io n  can be imparted through th ese  l i b r a 

r i e s  and the o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  o f  the  cou n try  must be changed and impro

v e d .  T h is  i s  a n o v e l  and e f f e c t i v e  piian. But i t  i s  a g i g a n t i c  one .  

P lanners  and p o l i c y  makers should c o n s id e r  t h i s  plan o b j e c t i v e l y .

N a t i o n a l  Seminar on L ib ra ry  Development (1 -4  February,  1982) B r i t i s h  
C o u n c i l  Seminar on L ib ra ry  Development in  Bangladesh

The B r i t i s h  L ib ra ry  e x p e r t  M r .J .S .  Parker submitted h i s  survey

r e p o r t  on P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  o f  Bangladesh in  1979, in  which he made

recommendations on d i f f e r e n t  asp ects  o f  l i b r a r y  development in  Bangla^

desh f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  Govt,  o f  Bangladesh.  The B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l ,

Bangladesh sponsored  a N a t io n a l  Seminar on l i b r a r y  development mainly

t o  ev a lu a te  the P a r k e r ' s  Survey Report and recommendations. As such

the Seminar was h e l d  under the ausp ices  o f  the M in i s t r y  o f  C u l tu ra l

A f f a i r s  and S p o r t s ,  Govt ,  o f  Bangladesh and the B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l ,  though
040i t s  purpose s t a t e d  in  the I n v i t a t i o n  U t t e r  -  ^  the ^  vss
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2 4 9 .  L e t t e r  o f  i n v i t a t i o n  i s su ed  by t h e  B r i t i s h  C ou n c i l  t o  t h e  r e s e a r
cher  dated  December 4 ,  19tfi.
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p a r t l y  d i f f e r e n t .  The purpose and o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the Seminar were 

t o  b r in g  t o g e t h e r  le a d in g  l i b r a r i a n s  and o th e r  in fo rm a t ion  s p e c i a 

l i s t s  in  Bangladesh in  o rd e r  to  prov id e  them with o p p o r t u n i t y  to 

d i s c u s s  the p r i n c i p l e s  and p r a c t i c e  o f  l i b r a r y  development p lann ing ,  

e v a lu t e  cu r re n t  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  the l i b r a r y  development in  Bangladesh 

under the Second Five Year Plan, to  form ulate  recommendations f o r  

the c o o r d i n a t i o n  and development o f  l i b r a r y ,  and in fo rm a t io n  s e r v i c e s  

in  Bangladesh f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by the M in i s t r y  o f  C u l tu ra l  A f f a i r s  

and S p o r t s ,  G ovt ,  o f  Bangladesh.  The then M in i s t e r  f o r  I n fo r m a t io n ,  

B r o a d c a s t in g ,  Sports  and Culture  w h i le  in augurat ing  the seminar,  

u n derscored  the need f o r  proper development in t h i s  f i e l d  and a f f irm ed  

t h a t  government was aware o f  the need f o r  a planned and c o - o r d i n a t e d

l i b r a r y  and in fo rm a t io n  s e r v i c e  in the c o u n t r y .  He a lso  assured that

Govt,  would g iv e  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to  the recommendations which

would be for thcom ing  from the seminar

Nine papers were read and d i s c u s s e d  In the seminar. T h i r t y - s e v e n

im portant  l i b r a r i a n s  and In fo rm a t ion  s p e c i a l i s t s  were In v i t e d  to
251p a r t i c i p a t e  in the d i s c u s s i o n .  Mr. J . S .  Parker ,  an in t e r n a t i o n a l  

e x p e r t  in  l i b r a r y  development p lanning a lso  attended the seminar.

The Seminar r e c o g n i s i n g  the e f f i c i e n t  and economic access  to I n f o r 

m at ion ,  a f f i r m in g  the c e n t r a l  r o l e  o f  l i b r a r y ,  docum entat ion ,  a rch ives  

and in fo r m a t io n  s e r v i c e s  in p r o v id in g  in fo r m a t io n ,  and n o t in g  t h e i r

i n s u f f i c i e n t  s e r v i c e s ,  r e c a l l i n g  t h e i r  most e f f i c i e n t  and economic
252means, recommended th a t  t h e i r  development be g iven h igh p r i o r i t y ,

250 .  Bangladesh O b s e r v e r . Dhaka, 2nd February,  1982 Page I ,  Column 8,

251.  Programme o f  the N a t io n a l  Seminar on L ibrary  Development spon
s ored  by the Sports  and Culture  M in i s t r y  and B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l ,  1982,

252.  R e s o lu t io n s  adopted In the c o n c lu d in g  s e s s i o n  o f  the N a t io n a l  
Seminar on l i b r a r y  development ( B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l  Seminar on l i b r a r y  
D evelopm ent) ,  pp. 1 -5 .
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commensurate w ith  t h e i r  importance as sou rces  o f  in fo rm a t io n  f o r  

deve lopm ent ,  by the Govt ,  o f  Bangladesh and by the o th e r  p u b l i c  

a g e n c ie s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  in Bangladesh,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  under the Second 

F ive  Year P lan ,  th a t  the development o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  in  v a r io u s  

s e c t o r s  be planned and c o o r d in a te d  at the n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  tak ing  a cc 

ount  o f  the in fo rm a t io n  needs o f  a l l  members o f  the community and 

f u r t h e r  recommended that  the M i n i s t r y  o f  I n fo r m a t i o n ,  B r o a d c a s t in g ,  

Sports  and Culture  shou ld  take urgen t  s teps  to e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  e f f 

e c t i v e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  in  a l l  parts  o f  Bangladesh by means o f  recommen

d ing  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  f o r  them in  a l l  s e c t o r s  and in the n a t io n  as a. 

w h o l e . The Seminar f u r t h e r  r e s o lv e d  th a t  s teps  be taken to  in tro d u ce  

such l e g i s l a t i o n  as may be n e c e s s a r y  to  f a c i l i t a t e  the implementation 
o f  th e se  recommendations.

The Seminar fu r t h e r  recommended to  the Govt,  departments or  o th e r  

p u b l i c  a g en c ies  t o  rev iew  the r o l e s  o f  N a t i o n a l  A rch iv e s ,  N a t i o n a l  

L i b r a r y ,  the N a t i o n a l  S c ien ce  L ib r a r y ,  the N a t i o n a l  He a l t h  L ib ra ry  

and the N a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  l i b r a r y  f o r  e l i m i n a t i n g  unnecessary  

d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s ,  s ^ r g i c e s  and to  take n e c e s s a r y  s tep s  f o r  

t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  and e v a lu a te  

new approaches to  the p r o v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .

As regard s  maj^power the Seminar recommended to  rev iew the e x i s t i n g  

s a l a r y  s c a l e s ,  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and job  d e s ig n a t i o n s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s ,  

d o c u m e n t a l i s t s , a r c h i v i s t s  and in fo r m a t io n  s c i e n t i s t s  in  the p u b l i c  

s e r v i c e  w ith  a view t o  redu c in g  the m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  j o b  d e s i g n a t i o n /  

t i t l e s  in use and e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r a t i o n a l  h i e r a r c h y  o f  l im i t e d  number 

o f  b a s i c  j o b ;  ensu r ing  that  s a la r y  s c a l e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  in con 

f o r m ity  w ith  th o se  f o r  o th e r  comparable p r o f e s s i o n s  in  the p u b l i c  

s e r v i c e  and en su r in g  th a t  o n ly  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  persons were 

a ppo in ted  to  p r o f e s s i o n a l  posts  and study the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  im ple -
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meriting these  recommendations through the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  a cadre  

o f  l i b r a r i a n s ,  d o c u m e n t a l i s t s , a r c h i v i s t s  and in fo rm a t io n  s c i e n t i s t s  

through the p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s ,  s im i l a r  to those  a l rea d y  in  e x i s t e n c e  

f o r  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n s .  Tt fu r th e r  advised  to review the e x i s t i n g  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  in  l i b r a r i  ansh ip ,  documentation 

a r c h i v e ,  in fo rm a t io n  s c i e n c e  in Bangladesh with  a view to  ensu r ing  

t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  produce the r e q u i r e d  numbers o f  in fo rm a t io n  workers 

o f  v a r i o u s  k in d s ,  s u i t a b l y  q u a l i f i e d  to  meet the demands o f  the pro 

posed developments in  l i b r a r y ,  docum entat ion ,  a r ch ive  and in fo rm a t io n  

s e r v i c e s .

On book c o l l e c t i o n  the Seminar recommended to  review the o b s t a c l e  

t o  the im p o r ta t io n  o f  f o r e i g n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  in to  Bangladesh,  p a r t i c u 

l a r l y  the la c k  o f  f o r e i g n  exchange f a c i l i t i e s  and the i s s u in g  o f  

im port  l i c e n c e s .

On accomodation problem the Seminar recommended to  review the 

p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  b u i ld i n g s  and premises f o r  tak in g  the 

n e c e s s a r y  measure f o r  t h e i r  improvement.

On f inan ce  the Seminar  recommended adequate f i n a n c i a l  p r o v i s i o n  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  under the  Second Five Year Plan, to  support  t h e i r  n e c e 

s s a r y  developm ent .  The f i n a n c i a l  grant should be c o n d i t i o n a l  on t h e i r

s a t i s f a c t o r y  per form ance .

The p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  survey ,  1978-79 which was the b a s i s  o f  the 

Seminar, condu cted  by the B r i t i s h  l i b r a r y  e x p e r t ,  M r .J .S .P a rk e r  f o r  

c o l l e c t i n g  d e t a i l e d  in fo rm a t io n  f o r  fu r th e r  l i b r a r y  development p la 

nning was unique and f i r s t  o f  i t s  kind in t h i s  c o u n t r y .  Fo such

survey  o f  any type  was made by f o r e ig n  exp er t  in the p a s t .  As such

no development plan o r  scheme produced d e s i r e d  r e s u l t .  But the survey
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■was o n e s id e d  and in co m p le te .  Tt surveyed o n ly  the p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  

and n o t  the academic, s c h o o l ,  and s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s .  As such t o t a l  

l i b r a r y  p i c t u r e  o f  the country  vas n o t  r e f l e c t e d  in  the r e p o r t  .Mr. 

Parker admitted th a t  he cou ld  not  make the r e p o r t  comprehensive 

and com plete  due to  n o n - a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  proper  and adequate s t a 

t i s t i c a l  d a ta ,  which vas  so n e c e s s a r y  f o r  any p lann ing .  The -weakest 

pa rt  o f  the r e p o r t  i s  th a t  the survey  c e l l ,  although bound In the 

Bangladesh C entra l  P ub l ic  L ib ra ry  B u i ld in g  at Shahbagh, Dhaka, i g n o r 

ed the fu n c t i o n a r y  o f  the Bangladesh C entra l  P u b l i c  L ib ra ry  i t s e l f ,  

which i s  the l a r g e s t  Govt. P u b l ic  L ib ra ry  o f  the c o u n try .

Tn s p i t e  o f  sh or tcom in g s ,  l a p s e s ,  and d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t h i s  survey

was the most v a lu a b le  instrument f o r  g a th er in g  m a te r ia ls

f o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  development p lann ing .  The d i s c u s s i o n  1n the semi

nar were mainly c e n te re d  round the Rpport o f  M r.Parker .  The papers

read were i l l u m i n a t in g  and thcought  provok ing .  The r e s o l u t i o n s  adop

ted were no doubt important f o r  the o v e r a l l  development o f  l i b r a r ^ s  

s p e c i a l l y  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s .

The Parker Report c o n ta in ed  31 important recommendations f o r  the 

development o f  l i b r a r i e s  1n Bangladesh. The main purpose beh ind  the 

h o l d i n g  o f  the seminar was most proba b ly  to secure  the o p i n i o n ,  

comment o r  approval  o f  th^ l e a d in g  l i b r a r i a n s  and the e d u c a t i o n i s t s .  

This  was e v id e n t  form the f a c t  that  the recommendations o f  t h i s  

seminar o v e r la p p e d  those  o f  the r e p o r t .  But i t  can n o t  be d e n i e d  

th a t  the seminar recommendations were more com prehensive ,  pragmatic 

and c o h e r e n t  than th ose  o f  the r e p o r t .  The seminar recommendations 

r e p r e s e n te d  the o p i n io n  o r  consent  o f  the e n t i r e  l i b r a r y  community 

o f  the country  whereas the recommendations c o n ta in e d  in  the survey 

r e p o r t  were the r e s u l t  o f  the thought process  o f  a s i n g l e  man.
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The s i n g l e  mans1 thought  in  h i s  r e p o r t  was e x p r e s s e d ,  i t  i s  hopped,  

through the d e l i b e r a t i o n s  o f  4 -d ay  seminar o n l y  to  make i t  more 

f o r c e f u l  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  The seminar d em ocra t ised  the recommen

d a t i o n s  o f  that  r e p o r t .  The recommendations o f  the Seminar vere  

b i a s e d  e x c e s s i v e l y  towards p lann ing .  Tt d id  not  recommend any stan

dard f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s .  The recommendations were more 

t h e o r e t i c a l  than p r a c t i c a l .

Seminar on "Education  and P lan n in g11

The seminar sponsored  by the Bangladesh F ed erat ion  o f  U n iv e r s i t y  

T e a c h e r s '  A s s o c ia t i o n s  on ""'education and P lanning"  was h e ld  from 

25 -27  February,  1981 in  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dhaka. A r t i c l e s  on N a t io n a l  

E ducat ion  P o l i c y ,  autonomy in the u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  fund p r o v is i o n  f o r  

im p art in g  e d u c a t i o n ,  n a t i o n a l  development and h ig h e r  ed u ca t io n  and 

environment f o r  e d u ca t io n  were read and d i s c u s s e d  by le a d in g  u n iv e r 

s i t y  p r o f e s s o r s ,  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  and academicians o f  the co u n t r y .  At 

the end o f  the seminar twentyone recommendations were made.

From the c a r e f u l  perusa l  and study o f  seminar papers and i t s  

p r o c e e d in g s  i t  i s  ob se rv e d  and n o t i c e d  that  although the p a r t i c i p a n t s  

threw l i g h t  on d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s ,  f a c e t s  and s ta g es  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  no

one spoke o r  wrote  a s i n g l e  sentence  on the np°ds and potent^ als  o f
253l i b r a r i e s  in  the e d u c a t i o n a l  f i e l d .  However the word "L ib ra ry  could  

be found o n l y  once in  the recommendations made on h ig h e r  e d u ca t i o n .

The d e l i b e r a t i o n s  o f  the e d u c a t i o n i s t s  and t e a c h « r s  proved that  

th ere  was la c k  o f  l i b r a r y  c o n s c io u s n e s s  among t e a ch e r  community and 

they  d id  not  r e a l i s e  the in d is p e n s a b le  u se ,  u t i l i t y  and u s e fu ln e s s

o f  l i b r a r y  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .  They d id  not  th in k  that  modern

253. T n t e r - U n i v e r s i t y  Teachers F e d e r a t io n .  Education  and P la n n in g ,
( i n  Bangla)  Dhaka: T n t e r - U n i v e r s i t y  Teachers  F e d e ra t io n .  1981. 
p. 14. ’  ’
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l i b r a r y  i s  a lso  a r e s o u r c e  c e n t r e ,  in fo rm a t io n  bank, academic 

supermarket and media c e n t r e .  On the o th e r  hand i t  i s  a f a c t  that  

l i b r a r i a n s  o f  our cou n try  d id  n o t  d i s p l a y  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and 

t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s  and e x p e r t i s e  and impress the t e a ch e r  community.

They f a i l e d  to  a t t r a c t  and m ot ivate  the te a c h e r s  and s tu d e n ts .  As 

a r e s u l t  they  c o u ld  n o t  a t t a i n ,  a c h ie v e ,  o b t a in  and earn due honour ,  

r e c o g n i t i o n  and sup port  from the t e a c h e r s .  Tt i s  the duty and r e s 

p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  l i b r a r i a n s  o f  Bangladesh to  e s t a b l i s h  themselve in 

the s o c i e t y  and community. They should  p u b l i c i s e  l i b r a r i e s ,  s e l l  

l i b r a r y  id eas  and render  e f f i c i e n t  and t im e ly  s e r v i c e s .

Book s e l e c t i o n  Committee f o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  c o n s t i t u t e d  by Govt 

The P a r k e r 's  Report  o f  1979 s ta te d  that  the book  s e l e c t i o n  

p o l i c y  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in  Bangladesh was d e f e c t i v e ;  so a Commi-

t t e e 254f o r  f in d i n g  out  p r i n c i p l e s  c o n cern in g  b o o k - s e l e c t l o n  f o r  p u b l i c
255l i b r a r i e s  was c o n s t i t u t e d  by Govt,  w ith  four  members.

P r i n c i p l e s  o f  book s * l - c t 1 o n  p o l i c y  by N a t io n a l  Book C entre ,  

Khulna P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  and C hittagong  P ubl ic  L ib r a r y  ver<=> read out 

in  the meeting by the Member-Secretary  and th o ro u g h ly  d i s c u s s e d .

The m eeting unanimously r e s o lv e d  the f o l l o w i n g :

’ (A) That the l i b r a r i a n  w i l l  s e l e c t  books on the b a s i s  o f  l o c a l  

demands. For t h i s  a s u g g e s t io n  r e g i s t e r  i s  t o  be kept  in each l i b r a r y .  

Tt  n e c e s s a r y  the l i b r a r i a n  i s  to  take the h e l p  o f  l o c a l  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  

( e . g .  P r i n c i p a l s  o f  l o c a l  c o l l e g e s ,  Headmasters o f  l o c a l  h igh  sch

o o l s ,  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  and i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ) .  (B) S e le c t e d  books are

254. Govt.  Order No. Sha 9 / L a - 4 / 8 1 ( p a r t ) / 6 l 6  dated 2 1 .9 .8 2  fil**d 
w ith  the S p o r t s ,  and Culture  D i v i s i o n .  C h ie f  M a r t ia l  Law Admi
n i s t r a t o r ' s  S e c r e t a r i a t e .

255. I b i d .

i
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t o  be purchased through q u o ta t io n  as p»r e x i s t i n g  r u l e s .  (C) In 

case  o f  f o r e ig n  books  q u o ta t io n s  are to bp I n v i t e d  from r e a l  im porters  

and e s t a b l i s h e d  s t o c k i s t s .  (D) There must be s p e c i f i c  statement 

r e g a r d in g  the f o r e i g n  curren cy  ( e . g .  D o l l a r ,  Pound e t c . ) ,  due commi

s s i o n  and o th e r  c o n d i t i o n s  in the q u o t a t i o n .  C^) Tn case  o f  l o c a l  

b o o k s ,  purchase must be mad# on thp b a s i s  o f  q u o ta t i o n s  s p e c i f y i n g  

the commission from r e a l  and e s t a b l i s h e d  book s e l l e r s . 25®

Book purchase n o t i c e  must be v e l l - c l r c u l a t e d  and hanged in  the

N o t i c e  Board o f  the L ib r a r y .  A l l  these  ru le s  are a lso  a p p l i c a b le  In
257

the case  o f  n o n - g o v t ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s .  Non-Govt,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s

which r e c e i v e d  g o v t ,  grants  must s e l e c t  and purchase books a c co rd in g

to  the l o c a l  demands. Books t o  the amount o f  50$ o f  the g o v t ,  grant

might be purchased from the N a t io n a l  Book C entre ,  Bangla Academy and
P58I s l a m ic  Foundat ion ,  l o o k in g  to  the i n t e r e s t  o f  l o c a l  c h i l d r e n . "

At the time o f  purchasing books p r e fe re n ce  was to  be given to  

books on h i s t o r y  o f  Bangladesh,  books c o n t a in in g  in fo rm a t io n  on 

Bangladesh ( e . g .  census r e p o r t ,  g a z e t t e s )  and in fo r m a t iv e  book pub

l i s h e d  by In fo rm a t io n  M i n i s t r y ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  M i n i s t r y  and Culture 

M i n i s t r y . 259

I £  I s  worth n o t i c i n g  that  such a committee vas never  c o n s t i t u t e d  

by Govt ,  b e f o r e .  I t  i s  an i n d i c a t i o n  that  Govt, gave s t r e s s  and a t t e 

n t i o n  on s e l e c t i v e  read ing  materi a ls  and s trea m lin ed  book  purchase 

p o l i c y  and s t r e s s e d  the ne^d f o r  book  p u b l ish ed  in  Bangladesh f o r  

the sake o f  b r in g in g  n a t i o n a l  i n t e g r i t y  and c o h e s io n  and to  I n v i t e  

the readers  f o r  read ing  m a t e r ia l s  on t h e i r  ovn h i s t o r y ,  c u l t u r e  and 

c o n d i t i o n .

256.  I b i d .
257.  I b i d .
258. I b i d .
259.  I b i d .
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From the l a t e s t  in fo rm a t io n  c o l l e c t e d  by t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r ,  

i t  may be mentioned here  that  a r e v i s e d  and more pow erfu l  Committee 

f o r  purchase o f  books f o r  d i v i s i o n a l  and d i s t r i c t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  

has been c o n s t i t u t e d  o f  vh ich  t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r  a lo n g v i th  U n iv e r s i t y  

P r o f e s s o r s ,  Deans have been appointed  members.

The r o l e  o f  Bangladesh P a r i sh ad in the development o f  ne t -w ork  
o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  ~

Background

F o l lo w in g  Independence ,  Bangladesh Parishad was c r e a te d  with 

the  r e s o u r c e s  o f  e r s t w h i l e  Pakistan C ou n c i l  and a part  o f  former 

Bureau o f  N a t i o n a l  R e co n s tru c t ' ' o n .  Subsequently  i t  was merged with 

the Department o f  Mass Communication as one o f  i t s  components. The 

Par ishad  under the Department o f  Mass Communication worked f o r  n ine  

y e a r s .  T h e r e a f t e r  i t  was separated  from the Department o f  Mass 

Communication by a d e c i s i o n  o f  the Govt,  and s t a r t e d  working as a 

se p a ra te  Department with i t s  s ta tu s  as a Govt,  o r g a n i s a t i o n  unal

t e r e d ,  s in c e  September 18, 1 9 80 .260

Bangladesh Parishad was a Dept. under Sports  and Culture Dlv .  

M i n i s t r y  o f  Education  and R e l ig i o u s  A f f a i r s .  I t  was a f u l l f l e d g ^ d  

Governmental o r g a n i s a t i o n  having i t s  Headquarter  in  Dhaka with a 

n e t -w o r k  o f  Centres  ex ten d in g  from d i v i s i o n s  down to  s u b -d 1 v i s i o n a l  

l e v e l .  Set up w ith  a view t o  f i g h t i n g  aga in st  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  a l ie n  

c u l t u r e ,  the Parishad workpd with  the avowed p r i n c i p l e  o f  d i s s e 

m inating  knowledge about our n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  and c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .

Tt had s i x  r e g i o n a l  c e n t r e s  s e t - u p  at each o f  the adm in is tra 

t i v e  d i v i s i o n a l  h e a q u a rters  namely Dhaka, C h i t ta g o n g ,  Khulna and 

R a jsh ah i  and two d i s t r i c t  h ea dqu arters  o f  Mymenslngh and 

C o m i l la .  In a d d i t i o n  the Parishad had 38 d i s t r i c t  and s u b - d i v i 

260.  E xecu t iv e  o r d e r s  o f  the Govt,  o f  the Peoples  Republic  o f  
Bangladesh f i l e d  in the Establ ishm ent  D i v i s i o n .
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s i o n a l  c e n t r e s .  A l l  these  c e n t r e s  v ere  p laced  under the revenue 

bu dget  o f  the Govt,  e x c e p t  C om il la  c e n t re  v h ich  vas  in  the Develop

ment Budget .
261

The Bangladesh Parishad had a chain  o f  l i b r a r i e s  throughout 

the  c o u n t r y ,  'Sach Reg iona l  c e n t r e  had a v e l l - e q u i p p e d  le n d in g  l i b 

r a r y  and reading  room v h i l e  the D i s t r i c t  and S u b - d i v i s i o n a l  c e n t r a  

p r o v id e d  re a d in g  f a c i l i t i e s .  There v e re  approxim ate ly  2 ,0 5 ,7 4 1  books 

in  t o t a l  in  a l l  these  l i b r a r i e s .  Approximately  1 8 ,3 2 ,0 0 0  readers  

used these  c e n t r e s  in  a y e a r .  The Parishad a lso  o r g a n is e d  sem inars , 

sym posia ,  d i s c u s s i o n s , debates  and o th e r  programmes f o r  uphold ing  

n a t i o n a l  h e r i t a g e  and c u l t u r e  and h i g h l i g h t i n g  Govt,  s t r i d e s  in  

the  f i e l d  o f  development in v o l v i n g  l e a d e r s  on the i n t e l l e c t u a l  f r o n t .  

P eop le  from a l l  v a lk s  o f  l i f e  in c lu d i n g  t e a c h e r s ,  s tu d e n ts ,  a r t i s t s ,  

j o u r n a l i s t s  and i n t e l l e c t u a l s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  these  programmes.

O b j e c t i v e s
262The main o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the Bangladesh Parishad v e r e : -  

( a) To c r e a t e  a s p i r i t  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  to the I d e o lo g y  o f  Bangla

d esh ,  (b )  To i n c u l c a t e  a sense o f  n a t i o n a l  p r i d e ,  p a t r io t i s m  and 

r o b u s t  optimism in  the fu ture  o f  the c o u n t r y ,  ( c )  To b r in g  out  and 

emphasise the c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  Bangladesh,  (d )  To c r e a t e  an 

expanding area o f  understanding  among the p e o p l e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  parts  

o f  the  country  tova rd s  a common c o n s t r u c t i v e  purpose ,  ( e )  To keep 

up the n a t i o n a l  v a l u e s ,  ( f )  To ensure p e o p l e s ’ p a r t i c i p a t i o n  ^n 

development a c t i v i t i e s ,  (g )  To prov id e  an open p la t fo rm  f o r  the 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t o  ex p ress  v i®vs on n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  and problems.

262. F i le  o f  the Sports and Culture Divn. C.M.L.A 's S e c r e t a r ia t .
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The programmes were des igned  to  p r o j e c t  nat1ona|. i d e n t i t y ,  

d i s se m in a te  knowledge about n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  and c u l t u r e ,  acquaint  

the  peop le  w ith  the common n a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  and p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  the Govt,  in  v a r io u s  f i e l d s  o f  n a t l o n - b u l l d l n g .  With a view to  

a c h ie v in g  t h i s  end ,  each c e n tre  o f  the Parish ad had p r o v i s i o n  f o r  an 

auditor ium  p r o p e r ly  equ ipped ,  wh^re the s c h o l a r s ,  members o f  the 

i n t e l l i g e n t i a  and p e r s o n a l i t i e s  engaged in d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  o f  

n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  vere  i n v i t e d  to  g iv e  t a lk s  on Important 

s u b j e c t s  t o  an audience drawn from c r o s s  s e c t i o n  o f  the p e o p le .

Apart from t h e s e ,  the Parishad arranged e x t e r n a l  programmes 1n 

the  m u f a s s l l  d i s t r i c t s  and r u r a l  areas o f  the c o u n t r y .  The Parishad 

arranged every  year  four  major programme:-

(1 )  T n t e r - U n iv e r s i t y  debate c o m p e t i t i o n  in B en g a l i  and E n g l is h :  

Annual cash awards worth Tk. 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ,  Tk. 1 ,5 0 0 .0 0  and Tk. 1 ,0 0 .0 0  

r e s p e c t i v e l y  f o r  the F i r s t ,  Second and Third  P r ize  winning c o n t e s 

ta n ts  in  both B enga l i  and Engl ish  language d e b a te .  (2 )  21st  February

L i t e r a r y  c o m p e t i t i o n :  Among budding w r i t e r s  with 4 awards each worth 

Tk. 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0  at n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  4 awards each worth Tk. 300 .00  at 

D i v i s i o n a l  l e v e l ,  and 4 awards each worth Tk. 100.00 at D i s t r i c t  l e v e l  

( 3 )  Seminar on R eg ion a l  H i s t o r y  and C u ltu re :  Held at D i s t r i c t  head

q u a r te r s  w ith  p a r t i c i p a n t s  drawn from among the s c h o la r s  b e l o n g in g  to  

the  d i s t r i c t  c o n c e rn e d .  (4 )  P u b l i c a t i o n :  (a )  Bangladesh Parishad 

P a t r ik a  -  Q u a r te r ly .  Important and learned  papers read in  v a r io u s  

seminars were mainly pub l ished  In t h i s  p e r i o d i c a l ,  (b )  Ant are v Anlrvan 

Annual s o u v e n ir  c o n t a in in g  p r i z e -w in n in g  w r i t in g s  o f  the 2 l s t  February 

l i t e r a r y  c o m p e t i t i o n  and messages from the s c h o l a r s ,  ( c )  Garo S a n sk r i t !  

P u b l i c a t i o n  on H i s t o r y  and Culture  on 'G aro '  t r i b a l  p e o p le ,  (d )  H i s t o r y  

and C u l tu r a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  S y lh e t .  In a d d i t io n  papers read on h i s t o r y  

and Culture  o f  C o m i l la ,  Patuakhali  and Rangamati were com p iled .
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The R eg ion a l  Centres  v e r e  headed by one R es iden t  D i r e c t o r  

(S e n io r  C l a s s - 1 ) .  B e s id e s ,  one A s s t t .  Resident  D i r e c t o r  (C la s s - r l ) ,

One L i b r a r i a n ( C l a s s - I T ) .  One TJ.D. C ata log u er ,  f o u r  L ib r a r y  A s s i s t a n t s ,  

one O f f i c e  A s s t t . ,  one S t e n o g r a p h e r /S t e n o -T y p i s t , one L.D. A s s t t .  

were a l s o  on the  s t a f f *  In the Head O f f i c e  there  v e r e  4 O f f i c e r s ,  

v i z :  One Deputy D i r e c t o r  (S r .  C l a s s - I )  One A s s t t .  D i r e c t o r ,  tv o  Rese

arch O f f i c e r s  ( C l a s s - I )  and members o f  the s t a f f  in c l u d i n g  4 A s s i s 

t a n t s ,  one S ten ograp her ,  one U.D. C lerk ,  one U.D. Cata loguer  and 

L over  D i v i s i o n  C le r k s .

Apart from the  s i x  R eg iona l  C e n tres ,  Bangladesh Parishad had 

58 Centres s e t - u p  at each o f  the d i s t r i c t  and s u b - d i v i s i o n a l  head

q u a r t e r s .  These Centres v ere  manned by tv o  c o n t in g e n t  paitf s t a f f ,
264v i z .  one L ib r a r ia n  and one peon-cum -night  guard. These Centres 

v e r e  under the a d m in is t ra t iv e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the  r e g i o n a l  c e n t r e s .  

T h is  j u r i s d i c t i o n  vas equal  t o  that  o f  an a d m in is t ra t iv e  d i v i s i o n  

e x c e p t  Mymensingh and C om i l la  vhere  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  vas  l i m i t e d  t o  

the d i s t t i c t  o n l y .

A c t i v i t i e s

Bangladesh Parishad had t v o - f o l d  a c t i v i t i e s  v i z .  (a )  Programme 

and (b )  L i b r a r y .  Both o f  these  v ere  c o - r e l a t e d ,  i . e . ,  programme 

o r i e n t e d  l i b r a r y  and l i b r a r y  o r i e n t e d  programme. While  the r e g i o n a l  

c e n t r e s  v e r e  headed by the R es ident  D i r e c t o r ,  the programme and l i b 

r a r y  s e r v i c e s  v e re  look ed  a f t e r  by the A s s t t .  Res ident  D ir e c to r  and 

the l i b r a r i a n  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

442

263

263 .  He a l s o  made n e c e s s a r y  plans f o r  s e r v i c e s  in  the  l i b r a r y
v h lc h  was n o t  v e l l - o r g a n i s e d .

264 .  In  most o f  the  cases  he vas  l i b r a r i a n  o n ly  i n  name. He had no
. p r o f e s s i o n a l  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o r  t r a in in g  f o r  o r g a n is in g  and 

managing the l i b r a r y .
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On the l i b r a r y  s id e  the Parishad prov ided  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r

r e a d in g  b ook s ,  newspapers and j o u r n a ls  to  a l l  those  who p r e fe r r e d

t o  u t i l i s e  the s e r v i c e  o f f e r e d  by the l i b r a r y .  B e s i d e s ,  e n l i s t e d

members e n jo y e d  a d d i t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  borrow ing  books f o r  home- 
r e a d i n g .

The d i s t r i c t  and s u b d i v l s i o n a l  c e n t r e s ,  however ,  had the l im i t e d  

f a c i l i t i e s  o f  read ing  at the Parishad c e n t r e s .  They cou ld  n o t  a f f o r d  

t o  lend  books due to  shortage  o f  manpower. I t  w i l l  n o t  be out  o f  p lace  

to  p o i n t  ou t  th a t  Bangladesh Parishad t o g e th e r  with i t s  p re d e ce s s o r  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  b u i l t  up a c o o r d in a te d  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  throughout  the 

c o u n t r y  from the c a p i t a l  c i t y  down t o  the s u b - d i v i s i o n a l  l e v e l .

During l a s t  two d e ca d e s ,  thousands o f  s tudents  o f  s i x  U n i v e r s i t i e s  

and numerous c o l l e g e s  and o th e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o o k  advan

tage  o f  th ese  l i b r a r i e s  l o c a t e d  In the d i v i s i o n a l  headquarters  and 

d i s t r i c t  hea d qu arters  o f  Mymensingh. Tn a d d i t i o n ,  the C om ll la  Centre 

r en d ered  good s e r v i c e s .  Apart from the s e r v i c e  rendered  by these

i n s t i t u t i o n s  to  the g e n e ra l  p u b l i c ,  i t  should be mentioned here that  

s tu d e n ts  had no o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  to  procure t e x t  books f o r  home- 

r e a d i n g .  The scope  o f  the B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l  in  Dhaka and Chittagong 

was l i m i t e d  as they  d id  not  p r e s e rv e  o r  lend out  t e x t  books in l a n 

guages o t h e r  than E ngl ish  and books pr in ted  in the country  or  In

I n d i a .  The t o t a l  number o f  readers  who u t i l i s e d  the Parishad L i b r a r i e s
267

in  a year  were n e a r l y  1 8 ,3 2 ,0 0 0 .

D i s s o l u t i o n  o f  Bangladesh Parishad and Governments Action  Plan

Tn compliance  w ith  the d i r e c t i v e s  is su e d  from the C h i e f  M a r t ia l
268

Law A d m in i s t r a t o r ' s  S e c r e t a r i a t  bea r in g  N o .7005 7 /2 /C iv -T T  dated 15th

265

265. F i l e  o f  Sports  and c u l t u r e  D i v i s i o n ,  C .M .L .A 's  S e c r e t a r i a t .
266 .  I b i d .
267.  Annual Report  o f  Bangladesh ParishadC 1 9 8 1 ) .
268 .  F i l e d  w ith  the S p o r t ’ s and Culture  D i v i s i o n  o f  CMLA's S e c r e t a r i a t .
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June,  1982 and No. 70 05 7 /2 /C iv -T T  dated  7th J u l y ,  1982 to  d isband 

the  Bangladesh Parishad and to  t r a n s f e r  I t s  functions^, a s s e t s  and 

l i a b i l i t i e s  t o  Government P u b l ic  l i b r a r i e s  an a c t i o n  plan was prepared 

in  c o n s u l t a t i o n  with  the concern ed  M i n i s t r i e s  and ag enc ies  i . e .  Estab

l i sh m en t  D i v i s i o n ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  F inance ,  M in i s t r y  o f  In fo rm a t io n  and 

Department o f  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y .

A sse ts  and L i a b i l i t i e s

L i s t s  o f  a s s e t s  and l i a b i l i t i e s  were prepared .  The t o t a l  number 

o f  Centres  and s u b - c e n t r e s  o f  Bangladesh Parishad was 64. Out o f  them 

e le v e n  C e n t r e s -3  in  Dhaka c i t y ,  2 in Chittagong D i s t r i c t  town, 2 in 

Khulna D i s t r i c t  town, 2 in  R a jsh a h i ,  1 in  Mymensingh and 1 in  C om il la  

were c l o s e d  down. At these  p la c e s  p u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  were f u n c t i o n in g  

and more than one Centre o f  Bangladesh Parishad was o p e r a t i n g .  Other 

53 Centre and s u b - c e n t r e s  in d i f f e r e n t  D i s t r i c t  and S u b - d i v i s i o n a l  

tow ns ,  which were per form ing  the fu n c t i o n  o f  P ub l ic  L i b r a r i e s ,  were 

c o n v e r t e d  in to  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s .  The a sse ts  o f  Dhaka Centre and Sub

Centres  were t r a n s f e r r e d  to  the C entra l  P ub l ic  L i b r a r y ,  whereas those  

o f  C h it tagon g  to  C hittagong  D i v i s i o n a l  P ub l ic  L i b r a r y ,  those  o f  Khulna 

t o  Khulna P ub l ic  L ib r a r y  and those  o f  o th e r  D i s t r i c t s  and S u b -D iv is io n s  

to  r e p e c t i v e  Deputy Commissioners and S u b -D iv i s i o n a l  O f f i c e r s  t i l l  

they  were o b sorb ed  in  the P ub l ic  L ib r a r y  system.

A b so rp t io n

The t o t a l  number o f  employees o f  Bangladesh Parishad were 252.

Out o f  them 35 o f f i c e r s  and s t a f f  were absorbed in  the vacant  and 

analogous po s ts  o f  d i f f e r e n t  P ub l ic  L i b r a r i e s .  B es id es  156 employees 

o f  the  rank o f  J u n ior  L i b r a r ia n ,  L ib r a r y  A s s i s ta n t  and Peon/Fi ght 

Guard were absorbed in  the Department o f  Publ ic  L ib r a r y  and 53 Centres

445
269

26 9 . T b id .
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and Sub-Centres  o f  Bangladesh Parish ad which -were c o n v e r te d  in to  

Govt.  P u b l ic  L i b r a r i e s .  No a d d i t i o n a l  fund was re q u ire d  f o r  th is  

c o n v e r s i o n .  Bangladesh Parishad had i t s  approved budget  -which was 

t r a n s f e r r e d  to  the Head o f  Government P u b l ic  L ib r a r y .  This  f u l f i l l e d  

the  o b j e c t i v e  o f  expans ion  o f  P ub l ic  L ib ra ry  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  the people  

o f  the c o u n t r y .  Thus 191 employees ou t  o f  252 were absorved and the 

remaining 61 employees were kept surp lus  w ith  the E stabl ishm ent  

D i v i s i o n  f o r  fu tu re  a b s o r p t i o n .

^ C o n s i d e r i n g  the  above f a c t s  and c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  a 9 - p o in t  ac t i  
p lan was drawn as under:

A ct ion  Plan

on

111. The A ssets  o f  Bangladesh 

Parishad in  Dhaka, C h i t t a 

gong and Khulna D i s t r i c t  

H ea d -q u ar ters  were t r a n s f e 

r re d  to  r e s p e c t i v e  Govt.

P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s .

2 .  The a s s e t s  o f  Bangladesh 

Parishad  at o th e r  p la ce s  

were handed o v e r  to  r e s p e c 

t i v e  Deputy Commissioners 

and s u b - d i v i s i o n a l  o f f i c e r s .

3 .  A sum o f  Tk. 39 .73  la c s  were 

s a n c t io n e d  f o r  Bangladesh 

P ar ish a d ,  20# o f  the  budgetary  

fund was surrendared on

Re asons

1. The O f f i c e r s  o f  P u b l ic  L ibrary  

Department were a v a i la b le  in  

these  p la ce s  to  r e c e i v e  the 

a s s e t s .

2 .  Government P ub l ic  L ib r a r i e s  

were n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  at these  

p la c e s  and o f f i c e r s  o f  L ib rary  

Department vwre n o t  a v a i l a b l e .

3 .  Because o f  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  

Bangladesh Parishad and t r a n s 

f e r  o f  fu n c t i o n s  and absorp

t i o n  o f  employees to  Government

270.  The A c t io n  Plan was s ign ed  by Mr. Manzur Murshed, S e c r e ta r y ,
S p or t  s and Culture  D i v i s i o n  on 2 1 /8 /8 2  and approved by Dr. A. 
M ajid  Khan the then M in i s t e r  o f  Education  and R e l i g i o n s  A f f a i r s  
on 2 3 -8 - 8 2  and approved by H.M. Ershad, CMLA on 2 9 -1 0 -8 2 .
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account  o f  pay and a l lowan

c e s  o f  surp lus  s t a f f  and 

ba la n ce  o f  80% was t r a n s 

f e r r e d  t o  C e n tra l  P u b l ic  

L ib r a r y .

4 .  L i a b i l i t i e s  were t r a n s 

f e r r e d  to  C e n tra l  P ub l ic  

L i b r a r y .

5 .  T o t a l  numbsr o f  employees 
o f  Bangladesh Parish  ad was

252 .  Out o f  them 35 employees

were absorbed in  d i f f e r e n t

P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s .

6 .  53 Centres  & s u b - c e n t r e s  o f  6.  

Bangladesh Parishad i n  d i 

f f e r e n t  D i s t r i c t  and sub

d i v i s i o n  h e a d -q u a r te rs  

were c o n v e r te d  to  p u b l i c  

L ib r a r y .

7 .  159 p o s ts  o f  Ju n ior  L ib r a r ia n ,  

L ib r a r y  A s s t t .  and Peon/Night 

Guard were c r e a t e d  f o r  the 

Centres  & s u b - c e n t r e s  and 

P u b l i c  L ib r a r y .

Public Libraries.

4 .  Because o f  the t r a n s f e r  o f  

f u n c t i o n s .

5 .  35 analogous pos ts  were 
vacant  in d i f f e r e n t  p u b l i c  

L i b r a r i e s .

These Centres  and s u b -c e n tr e s  

were in  f a c t  do ing  the func

t i o n  o f  P ub l ic  L i b r a r i e s .

There would be no e x t r a  f in a n 

c i a l  invo lvem ent .

7 .  S ince th ere  was the approved 

budget  o f  Bangladesh Parishad 

which was be ing  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  

C e n tra l  P u b l ic  L i b r a r y ,  no ad

d i t i o n a l  fund was r e q u i r e d .  

Employees o f  d e fu n c t  Bangla

desh Parishad were absorbed 

to  these  p o s t s .
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8.  191 employees o f  Bangladesh 8 .  No a d d i t i o n a l  fund was 

P ar ish  ad were absorved t o  the r e q u i r e d .

p o s t s  o f  P ub l ic  L i b r a r i e s ,  which 

were r e q u i r e d  to  be c r e a t e d .

9 .  61 employees o f  Bangladesh 9 .  Absorpt ion  in P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  

Parishad were kept surp lu s  '■ and in o t h e r  at tached  O f f i c e /  

w ith  the 'Establishment D i v i s i o n  D irec torates /A utonom ous  Bodies

f o r  fu tu re  a b o s r p t i o n .  was not  p o s s i b l e 249.

A f t e r  the a b s o r p t i o n ,  the l,T!!nam Committee" again examined and

r e v i s e d  the whole  p o s i t i o n  and submitted a r e p o r t  e n t i t l e d  Report o f

the M a r t i a l  Law Committe e on O r g a n is a t i o n a l  Setup phase IT (Departments /

Di r e c t o r ate and o th e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  under them) V o l .  X IV .P art  3 (Snorts
271

and Culture  D l v . )  Chapter VI (Department o f  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y )  c r e a t i n g  

Department o f  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y .  This  Department i s  working now under the 

C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s  D i v i s i o n  o f  the M in i s t r y  o f  E du ca t ion ,  Government o f  

the  P e o p le ’ s Republ ic  o f  Bangladesh.  Th is  t im e ly  d e c i s i o n  o f  Govt,  gave 

b i r t h  t o  an i n f r s t r u c t u r e  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  network.

L ib r a r y  E v a lu a t io n  Committee s e t  up by Sports  and Culture 
D i v i s i o n .  C h i e f  M a r t i a l  Law A d m in i s t r a t o r ' s  S e c r e t a r i a t

A f t e r  the  implementation o f  the recommendations o f  the M a r t ia l  

Law Committee on amalgamation o f  Bangladesh Parishad with  Govt* P ubl ic  

L i b r a r i e s ,  many new a d m i n is t r a t i v e ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  s t r u c t u r a l  and f i n a 

n c i a l  problems cropped  up. The Government thus formed a Committee f o r  

e v a lu a t in g  these  problems.  Under the a u th o r i ty  o f  the government o rd e r  

No. Sha 9 / L - 2 9 / 8 2 /7 6  dated  2 2 / 3 / 8 3 ,  the Govt,  o f  Bangladesh c o n s t i t u t e d

271. Government o f  the  P e o p le ’ s Republ ic  o f  Bangladesh.  R eport  o f  the 
M a r t i a l  Law Committee on o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  s e t  upt Phase TT (Depart
m e n t s / D i r e c t o r a t e s  and o t h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  under them ); V o l .X I V T 
Part  3 ,  (S p o r ts  and Culture  D i v i s i o n )  Chapter VT o f  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y ,  
June 1983, pp. 1 -1 2 .
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the  Library E v a l u a t io n  Committee w ith  Dr. A laudd in  A l -A z a d ,

Cultural Adviser of the M inistry as Chairman. The follow ing persons 

were selected asmembers

1 .  P r o f e s s o r ,  D r .  K a z i  Din Mohammad, Chairman, D ept ,  o f  B e n g a l i  
Dhaka U n i v e r s i t y .

2 .  P r o f e s s o r  D r .  M usto fa  Nurul I s la m ,  P r o f e s s o r ,  D ep t ,  o f  B e n g a l i ,  

Ja h a n g irn a g a r  U n i v e r s i t y .

3 .  P r o f e s s o r  Dr.  Abdul Momen Chowdhury, A c t in g  L i b r a r i a n ,  Dhaka 

U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .

4"* Mr. A .P .  F a z l u l  M a j id ,  L i b r a r i a n , J a h a n g i r  Ifagar U n i v e r s i t y .

5* Mr. Abu Bakr Siddique, Acting Librarian,U niversity of Engineering 
and Technology.

6 . Mr. Serwar Hossain, Chairman, Dept. ofLibrary Science,Dhaka 

U niversity .

7 .  Mr. ShamsulHuq, D i r e c t o r  ( L i b r a r y ) ,  Bangla  Academy L i b r a r y .

8 .  Mr. Ahmad Husa in ,  R e t i r e d  0 . S . D . ( L i b r a r y  D e v e lo p m e n t ) , DPI O f f i c e

9 . Personal Secretary to the Cultural Adviser, Sports and Culture 

D ivision .

Pour meetings of the Committee were held on d ifferen t aspects

o f  l i b r a r y  developm ent i n  t h e c o u n t r y . 2? 5 The Committee274 c o u l d  n o t

r e a c h  at  any unanimous d e c i s i o n  on any p ro b le m .  There was no s p e c i f i c

terms o f  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  in  the  m e e t i n g .  Terms o f  r e f e r e n c e

f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  were l a t e r  on i s s u e d , b u t  no f u r t h e r  m e e t in g  was h e l d .
* - 27S

This Committee was dissolved for reasons best known to govt, 

and a fresh Committee was formed on 5 -9 -83  with sp ecific  terms of 
reference.

2 7 2 .  Government Order b e a r in g  No. Sha 9 / L - 2 9 / 8 2 / 7 6  da ted  2 2 -3 -8 3  i s s 
ued by  the  S p o r t s  and C u l tu re  D i v i s i o n ,  C h i e f  M a r t i a l  Law Admi
n i s t r a t o r ' s  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  Dhaka.

2 7 3 .  I b i d .
2 7 4 .  I b i d .
2 7 5 -  T b id T
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Report of the M artial Lav Committee on organizational set up: 
(Department of Public Library) 1983-

Major General and Chief of s t a f f  Mr.Hussain Muhammad Ershad 

declared M artial Law in .the country on 24 .3 .1982  to save the country 

from the state  of lawlessness and economic collagpe as i t  was told  

by him in his radio broadcast on that day.

The M artial Law Government took up a massive programme for adminis

tra tiv e  re-organisation in order to achieve more e ffic ien cy  as well 

as economy in adm inistration. A M artial Law Committee on Organisation

al Set up, headed by Brigadier Enamul Huq. Khan was fonned to examine 

and re-organise the Organisational Set up of M in istr ies /D iv isio n s, 

Departments etc* The Committee examined the organisational structure 

alongwith functions and re s p o n s ib ilit ie s , assets e tc . of the Bangladesh 

Central Public Library and other government public lib ra rie s  ofthe 
country.

In June 1983 the Chief M artial Law Adm inistrator's S ecretariat, 

C iv il Wing submitted Report of the Martial Law Committee on Organisa

tio n a l set up: Phase II  (Departments/Directorate and other Organisa

tions under them): V ol. XIV. Part 3 (Sports and Culture D ivision ), 

Chapter VI (Department of Public Library^. The report stated that 

a fter  disbandment of Bangladesh Parishad and transfer of Libraries and 

a ll  other assets of th is Department to Central Public Library, the need 

to reorganise the Library Services into a Department was f e l t .  The 

newly organised Department of the Public Library would have the follow 

ing Libraries under it s  administrative control: (a) 1 X Central Public 

Library, Dhaka, (b) 3 X D ivisional Public Libraries at Rajshahi, Khulaa 

and Chittagong, (c) 53 X D istric t & Subdivisional Public L ibraries??6

276, ^^Sls-desh . Report of the M artial Law Committee on organisational 
up: Phase I I  (Departments/Directorate and other organisations

^ e r  them;: vol .  x i f r . ,  (Sports and Culture M v g s io n ).
UEapter VI (Department of Public l ib r a r y ) . Phlka: ftMf.A' +

1983, p . 1 .
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F u n c t i o n s :

The broad, f u n c t i o n s  o f  the Department o f  P ub l ic  L ib ra ry  a c c o r 

d ing  to  the above R eport  v e r e :  1. ' ( a )  t o  prov ide  rea d in g  f a c i l i t i e s  

f o r  a l l  c l a s s e s  o f  r e a d e r s ,  (b )  to  a c t  p r im a r i ly  as a Reference  L ib 

r a r y  v i t h :  ( i )  Genera l  read ing  rooms, ( i i )  S p e c i a l  read ing  room f o r  

l a d i e s ,  ( i i i )  P e r i o d i c a l  room, ( i v )  Research room and ( v )  Manuscript  

room, ( c )  t o  b u i l d  up and maintain a comprehensive book  c o l l e c t i o n

as v a r i e d  as p o s s i b l e  v i t h  s p e c i a l  emphasis on t e x t  and r e f e r e n c e  books

(d )  to b u i l d  up and maintain adequate s t o c k  o f  books o f  J u v e n i le  i n t e r 

e s t s  v i t h  arrangement f o r  c i r c u l a t i o n  through J u v e n i le  L i b r a r i e s  s i t u 

ated in  d i f f e r e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  areas o f  the c i t y ,  ( e )  to  f u n c t i o n  as 

a c u l t u r a l  c e n t re  v i t h  a c a r e f u l l y  d es ig n ed  programme o f  e x t e n s io n  

l e c t u r e s ,  e x h i b i t i o n s  e t c ;  so as to  c r e a t e  and f o s t e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l

i n t e r e s t s  and read ing  h a b i t s  among the gen era l  p u b l i c ,  ( f )  to  shou lder

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  and development o f  P ub l ic  L i b r a r i e s  

in  the  c o u n t r y ,  ( g )  t o  prov id e  a d v is o ry  s e r v i c e  and r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e  

t o  the p u b l i c  in  g e n e r a l ,  (h) to  prov id e  resea rch  and r e f e r e n c e  s e r 

v i c e  t o  s c h o la r s  and t o  Government Departments and ( i )  t o  o rg a n is e

countryw id e  l i t e r a r y  c o m p e t i t i o n s  v i t h  a v i e v  to  f in d  nev t a l e n t s  in
277the l i t e r a r y  f i e l d .

O b s e r v a t io n  and recommendation o f  the committee:
278

The Committee made the f o l l o v i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n  and recommendations:

a * O r g a n i s a t i o n ; With the i n c l u s i o n  o f  D i s t r i c t  and S u b - d i v i s i o n a l

P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  and fu n c t i o n  o f  d isbanded  Bangladesh Parishad to  the

C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  i t s  d imension o f  f u n c t i o n  and a d m in is t ra t io n

in c r e a s e d  in  many f o l d s .  Keeping in  v i e v ,  the Committee r e o rg a n is e d

277. I b i d . , p . 2.
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the C e n tra l  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y  as a Department. This  -would g ive  the scope 

o f  fu r t h e r  development and b e t t e r  f u n c t i o n i n g .  The rank s t r u c t u r e s  were 

c a l c u l a t e d  keep ing  in  view the f u n c t i o n a l  requirement o f  the o r g a n i 

z a t i o n .  B a s ic  f u n c t i o n  b e in g  ren d er in g  the l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  the 

p e o p l e ,  the  post  o f  L ib r a r ia n s  were kept at a l l  t i e r s .  The Committee 

recommended that  o n l y  persons  w ith  L ib r a r y  S c ience  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  sho

u ld  be p os ted  in  t h i s  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  In  the e x i s t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  there  

i s  no post  between the L ib r a r ia n  and P r i n c i p a l  L i b r a r i a n ,  r e s u l t i n g

i n  a b i g  gap in  between.  C ons id er ing  t h i s ,  three  pos ts  o f  Senior
279L i b r a r ia n  were c r e t e d .

The Committee worked out  a r e v i s e d  s e t  up which brought  down 

the s a n c t i o n e d  s t r e n g th  o f  s t a f f  o f  Dept, o f  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y  from 312 

t o  310 with  c o n s e q u e n t i a l  sav ing  on pay and al lowance alone to  the 

tune o f  o v e r  Taka 10 ,000 per annum ap prox im ate ly .

The Committee d e f in e d  and s p e c i f i e d  the f o l l o w i n g  d u t i e s  o f  the 
C h i e f  L ib r a r ia n  ( D i r e c t o r ) :

1. "To act  as the A d m in is tra t iv e  head and be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

o v e r a l l  a d m in is t ra t i o n  o f  C entra l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  Dhaka and L i b r a r i e s  

su b o rd in a te  to  the l i b r a r y  (Departm ent) .  2.  To act as Adviser  t o  the 

a d m in is t r a t iv e  M i n i s t r y  on t e c h n i c a l  matters  and fo rm ula t ion  o f  p o l i 

c i e s  c o n c e rn in g  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  O r g a n is a t i o n ,  A d m in is tra t io n ,  Planning 

and development in  the c o u n t r y .  3 .  To a c t  as the P r i n c i p a l  Accounts 

O f f i c e r  o f  the Department w ith  budget p r o v i s i o n .  4? To be r e s p o n s ib le  

f o r  a d m in is t r a t i o n  and e x e c u t i o n  o f  fu n c t i o n s  o f  the Department as 

per A c t s ,  O rd inance ,  Rules and R e g u la t io n s  and d i r e c t i v e s  is s u e d  by 

Government from time to  t im e .  5 .  To be r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  proper  func 

t i o n i n g  and m a in ta in ing  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  the Department. 6. To prov ide

279. I b id .
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and e x e cu te  o p e r a t i o n a l  guidance to  the s t a f f  o f  su b ord in a te  l i b 

r a r i e s  and e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  and s u p e r v i s i o n  o v e r  them. 7 .  To be 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  ap p o in t in g  C la ss -T T ,  ITT and TV employees as per 

e x i s t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .  8 .  To be r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  i s s u i n g  standing  o r d e r s  

l a y in g  down the maximum e x t e n t  o f  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  power t o  the o f f i c e r s  

s e r v in g  under him. 9 .  To c o n t r o l ,  s u p e rv ise  and in s p e c t  the work o f  

the Department.  10. To r e p r e s e n t  the Department and ■where persona l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  n ot  p o s s i b l e  t o  s e l e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on h i s  b e h a l f .

11. To grant  a l l  k inds  o f  l e a v e ,  advances e t c .  t o  o f f i c e r s  and s t a f f  

working  under him. 12. To a l l o c a t e  d u t i e s  o f  o f f i c e r s  and s t a f f  as 

and when r e q u i r e d .  13. To sa feguard  Government p ro p e r ty  under h i s  

c h a r g e .  14. To be r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  m ainta in ing  proper  s e c u r i t y  measures. 

15. To draw and d i s b u r s e  pay,  T . A . , Contingent  charges  e t c .  16. To 

d e a l  w ith  case  o f  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  aga in st  a l l  o f f i c e r s  and s t a f f .

17. To f i n a l i s e  book  s e l e c t i o n  f o r  l i b r a r i e s .  18. To s u p e rv ise  p r o f e 

s s i o n a l  and t e c h n i c a l  d u t i e s  o f  the L ib r a r y .  19. To be r e s p o n s ib le  

f o r  p lann ing  and development o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  throughout  the c o u n t r y .

2 0 .  Any o t h e r  d u t i e s  ass igned  by the govemmen??0

The c h a r t e r  o f  d u t i e s  o f  the P r i n c i p a l  L ib r a r i  an (Deputy D i r e c t o r )  

a c c o r d in g  to  the M a r t i a l  Lav7 Committee was as f o l l o w s

' 1 .  To act  as head o f  the C en tra l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y ,  Dhaka, 2 .  To 

c o n t r o l  and s u p e r v i s e  the d u t i e s  o f  o f f i c e r s  and members o f  s t a f f  o f  

the Department o f  p u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  in s id e  and o u t s id e  Dhaka c i t y .

3 .  To a s s i s t  the C h ie f  L ib r a r ia n  ( D i r e c t o r )  in  a d m in is t ra t iv e  and 

f i n a n c i a l  m a t te r s .  4 .  To be d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o v id in g  e x te n 

s i o n  s e r v i c e .  5 .  To i n s p e c t  and s u p e r v i s e  a l l  p u b l i c  L ib r a r i e s  under

280. T b id . p .7 .
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a d m in is t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  o f  the Department. 6 .  To c a r r y  out  the d u t i e s  

o f  the C h i e f  L ib r a r ia n  ( D i r e c t o r )  in  h i s  absence .  7 .  To sup erv ise  

book  s e l e c t i o n ,  r e a d e rs  s e r v i c e s ,  r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e s ,  t e c h n i c a l  s e r 

v i c e s  and procurement o f  books f u r n i t u r e ,  equipment,  s u p p l ie s  e t c .
281

8 .  Any o t h e r  d u t i e s  a ss ign ed  by the G o v e r n m e n t /D ir e c to r . ’

The Report  a lso  f i x e d  the d u t i e s  o f  the A s s i s ta n t  D i r e c t o r  (Admn. 

and A ccounts )  f o r  smooth fu n c t i o n in g  o f  the Department, These were 

as f o l l o w s  *-

1. "To a s s i s t  the C h ie f  L ib r a r ia n  ( D i r e c t o r ) j  P r i n c i p a l  L ib r a r ia n  

(Deputy D i r e c t o r )  in  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e / f i n a n c i a l / t e c h n i c a l  and o t h e r  

m a t te r s .  2 .  To m ainta in  the o f f i c e  r e c o r d  and s u p e rv i se  the d u t i e s  o f  

the  o f f i c i a l  and s t a f f ,  3 .  To d e a l  -with f i x a t i o n  o f  pay, grant o f  

advances ,  e t c .  annual increments  to  a l l  o f f i c e r s  and s t a f f  at the Head 

q u a r te r s  and D iv i s i o n  a l / D i s t r i c t / S u b - D i v i s i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s  with the 

ap p ro v a l  o f  C h ie f  L ib r a r ia n  ( D i r e c t o r )  o r  P r i n c i p a l  L ib r a r ia n  (Deputy 

D i r e c t o r ) .  4 .  To d e a l  w ith  grant o f  earned le a v e  and c a s u a l  le a v e  to  

a l l  s t a f f  working under jtft h i s  c o n t r o l .  5 .  To d e a l  w ith  the c a s e s  o f  

r e t i r e m e n t s ,  pension  e t c .  o f  s t a f f  w ith  the approval  o f  D i r e c t o r /  

Deputy D i r e c t o r .  6 .  P rep a ra t ion  and submission o f  Budget to  the C h ie f  

L i b r a r i a n ( D i r e c t o r ) / P r i n c i p a l  L ib r a r ia n  (Deputy D i r e c t o r ) .  7.  To d ea l  

w ith  c a s e s  o f  T .A .  and G.P. fund f o r  the approval  o f  the C h ie f  L ib 

r a r i a n  ( D i r e c t o r ) .  8 .  To d e a l  with the cases  o f  purchase o f  b ook s ,  

f u r n i t u r e  and equipment.  9 .  To c o n t a c t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  a r t i s t s  and 

p a r t i c i p a n t s  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w ith  p r o v id in g  e x te n s io n  s e r v i c e s  such as 

sem inars ,  symposium, workshop e t c .  10. Any o th e r  d u t i e s  ass igned  by 

the C h i e f  L ib r a r ia n  ( D i r e c t o r ) ^ ^
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Duties  o f  the L i b r a r i a n / A s s t t . D i r e c t o r  (E x t e n s io n ,  Procurement, 

p r o c e s s i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i o n )  f i x e d  by the M a r t i a l  Law Committee w e r e : -

1. "To a s s i s t  the C h ie f  L ib r a r ia n  ( D i r e c t o r )  in  L ib r a r y  e x ten 

s i o n  s e r v i c e .  2 .  To d e a l  with purchase o f  books f o r  the Department.

3 .  To d e a l  w ith  p r o c e s s i n g ,  c a t a l o g u in g  o f  a l l  books purchased in  the 

f i n a n c i a l  y e a r .  4 .  To be r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  books among 

d i f f e r e n t  l i b r a r i e s  under a d m in is t ra t iv e  c o n t r o l  o f  the Department.

5 .  To be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a c c e s s i o n i n g ,  c a t a lo g u in g  o f  a l l  books o f  the 

Department and m a in ta in in g  r e c o r d s  t h e r e o f .  6.  Any o th e r  d u t i e s

co n n e c te d  w ith  e x t e n s lo n /p r o c e s s in g /p r o c u r e m e n t  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f
283

books  ass ign ed  by the C h ie f  L ib r a r ia n  ( D i r e c t o r ) .

The c h a r t e r  o f  d u t i e s  o f  the S en ior  L ib r a r ia n  a ccord in g  to  Report  

w e r e j-

1 . '’To a c t  as the head o f  the P u b l ic  L ib ra ry  at the D i v i s i o n a l  

H eadquarters  and w i l l  s u p e rv ise  a l l  o t h e r  P ub l ic  L i b r a r i e s  in the 

D i v i s i o n .  2 .  To a s s i s t f h e  C h ie f  L ib r a r ia n  ( D i r e f t o r )  in  fo rm ula t ion  

o f  L ib r a r y  development p o l i c i e s ,  p r e p a ra t io n  o f  p lans and p r o j e c t s  and 

im p lem en tat ion ,  m o n ito r in g  o f  development and non-development a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  both Government and aided Non-Government in the 

D i v i s i o n .  3 .  To be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p rep a ra t ion  o f  budget  f o r  P u b l ic  

L i b r a r i e s  in  the D i v i s i o n .  4 .  To be r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  

development and maintenance o f  s y s te m a t ic  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b o o k s ,  p e r i o 

d i c a l s ,  o t h e r  r e c o r d e d  and A u d io -v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l s  and make them ava i

l a b l e  t o  l i b r a r y  u s e r s .  5 .  To be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p lann ing ,  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  

a c q u i s i t i o n ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  c a t a l o g u i n g ,  and c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  

m a t e r i a l s  and maintenance o f  r e c o r d  co n cern in g  is s u e  and re tu rn  o f
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r e l a t e d  m a t e r i a l s .  6 .  To be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  

i n s i d e  and o u t s id e  the l i b r a r y  by o r g a n is in g  book  d i s p l a y s  c i r c u l a t i n g  

b o o k l i s t s ,  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  e t c .  7 .  To be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  proper r e c o r 

d i n g ,  maintenance in c l u d i n g  b in d in g  and up-keep  o f  read ing  m a t e r i a l s ,  

s t o r e s ,  equipment and o t h e r  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in h i s  

ch a r g e .  8 .  To be responsible* f o r  p re p a ra t ion  o f  a b s t r a c t s  and summa

r i e s  o f  important  a r t i c l e s  and documents. 9 .  To d e a l  w ith  cases  o f  

g i f t s  and exchange o f  books and n on -book  m a t e r i a l s .  10. To a s s i s t  

C h ie f  L ib r a r ia n  in  fo rm u la t io n  o f  p o l i c y  p e r ta in in g  to  book  s e l e c t i o n ,  

procurem ent,  a c c e s s i o n ,  c a t a l o g u i n g ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and f i l i n g  system.

11. To e s t a b l i s h ,  rev iew  and where n e c e s s a r y  m odify  l i b r a r y  p r a c t i c e s  

and procedures  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  and e f f i c i e n t  o p e r a t i o n  o f  

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in  the D i v i s i o n .  12. To prov ide  in fo rm a t io n  and r e f e 

rence  s e r v i c e s .  13. To su p e rv ise  and provide  documentation and b i b l i o 

g r a p h i c a l  s e r v i c e s .  14. To be r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and super

v i s i o n  o f  the work o f  t e c h n i c a l  s t a f f .  15. To c o n d u c t ,  su p erv ise  and 

undertake p e r i o d i c a l  s t o c k  tak ing  and to  prepare annual r e p o r t s / s t a 

t i s t i c s  e t c .  16. To prov id e  guidance to  readers  in  the use o f  L ib r a r y .

17. To i n i t i a t e ,  s u p e rv ise  and maintain i n t e r  l i b r a r y  loan  s e r v i c e s .

18.  To be r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  c o n du ct in g  i n s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  o f  l i b r a r y

p e r s o n n e l  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in  the D i v i s i o n .  19. To be r e s p o n s i b l e

f o r  o r g a n is in g  l i b r a r y  e x t e n s io n  s e r v i c e  such as seminar/symposium,

book  e x h i b i t i o n  e t c .  20 .  To l i a i s o n  with  o th e r  l i b r a r i e s ,  o r g a n i s a t i o n s

and s i g n i f i c a n t  user  groups f o r  improvement o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .
284

21 .  Any o t h e r  d u t i e s  ass igned  by the C h ie f  L ib r a r ia n  ( D i r e c t o r ) M.
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The Committee f i x e d  the c h a r t e r  o f  d u t i e s  o f  the L ib r a r ia n  
as s ta te d  be low :

1. To a s s i s t  P r i n c i p a l  L ib ra r ia n /D e p u ty  D i r e c t o r ,  S en io r  L ib r a r ia n  

in  o r g a n i s a t i o n  and proper  fu n c t i o n in g  o f  the L ib r a r y .  2 .  To perform 

the d u t i e s  o f  the S en io r  L ib r a r ia n  in  h i s  absence .  3 .  To be r e s p o n s ib le  

f o r  per forming day t o  day t e c h n i c a l  work o f  the L i b r a r y .  4 .  To be 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  proper  r e c o r d i n g  o f  L ib r a r y  m a t e r i a l s .  5 .  To be r e s 

p o n s ib l e  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  L ib r a r y  m a t e r i a l s .  6 .  To a s s i s t  P r i n c i p a l  

L i b r a r i a n / S e n i o r  L ib r a r ia n  f o r  s t o c k  e d i t i n g  and s t o c k - t a k i n g .  7.  To 

be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  b i b l o g r a p h i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  book  and non -book  

m a t e r i a l s .  8 .  To c o n t r o l  and s u p e rv ise  s e r v i c e  o f  read in g  rooms, s ta ck  

areas and the book  c o l l e c t i o n .  9 .  To su p erv ise  r e f e r e n c e  and resea rch  

s e r v i c e s .  10. To perform le n d in g  s e r v i c e s  in c lu d i n g  i n t e r - l i b r a r y  loan

o p e r a t i o n .  11. To be r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  r e q u e s t  s e r v i c e s  in c l u d in g  pre

p a r a t i o n  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  on r e q u e s t .  12. To be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e x ten 

s i o n  work such as b o o k ta lk s  and b o o k - e x h i b i t i o n s  e t c .  and 13. Any o th e r  

d u t i e s  ass igen d  lay the P r i n c i p a l  L i b r a r i a n /S e n i o r  L ib r a r ia n .

The Report  s p e c i f i e d  the fu n c t i o n s  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and p u b l i c  

l i b r a r i a n s  in  Bangladesh which was never  done b e f o r e .  The R e p o r t ' s  

recommendations o f  appointment o f  persons with l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  q u a l i 

f i c a t i o n  in  the l i b r a r i e s  i s  an important s t e p  o f  s top p in g  the present  

p r a c t i c e  o f  appointment o f  any one having no p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  

as l i b r a r i a n .  The Report  i s  a v a lu a b le  one s p e c i a l l y  from the stand

p o in t  o f  the power and p o s i t i o n  o f  C entra l  P ub l ic  L i b r a r y ,  Dhaka. Thou

gh i t  was named the C e n tra l  P u b l ic  L i b r a r y ,  i t  had v e ry  l im i t e d  power 

and c o n t r o l  o v e r  o t h e r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  both government and n on -g ov ern 

ment. I t  had a lso  v ery  l i m i t e d  c o n t r o l  o v er  the e x e c u t i o n  o f  d e v e lo p 

ment p la n s .  As such the m in i s t r y  which had no s p e c i a l i s e d  s t a f f  o r
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o f f i c e r ,  v e i l - t r a i n e d  in l i b r a r i a n s h i p ,  t o o k  care  o f  l i b r a r y  adminis

t r a t i o n  and l i b r a r y  development r e s u l t i n g  in  slow p rocess  o f  d e v e lo p 

ment o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r i a n s h i p  in  Bangladesh. This  p r o c e ss  o f  

i n a c t i v i t i e s  has been removed as a r e s u l t  o f  the c o n v e r s i o n  o f  the 

C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L ib ra ry  in t o  Department o f  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y .  The Depart

ment o f  P u b l i c  L ib ra ry  by v i r t u e  o f  i t s  in c r e a s e d  power and p o s i t i o n  

should  be able  to  e x p e d i t e  the process  o f  development o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  

the r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  The t r a n s f e r  o f  Bangladesh Parishad l i b r a r i e s  and 

t h e i r  a s s e t s  t o  the Department o f  C en tra l  P ub l ic  L ib ra ry  c r e a te d  the 

network o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in  Bangladesh.  Nov one can hope th a t  Bang

la d e s h ,  in  near  fu tu re  v i l l  have a network o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e  comparable to  o t h e r  d e v e lo p in g  c o u n t r i e s  o f  the w o r ld .  The 

R eport  s p e c i f i e d  Department 's  broad fu n c t i o n s  which v i l l  i f  performed 

p r o p e r l y  lea d  to  the development o f  c u l t u r e ,  r e s e a r c h ,  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  

and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in  the c o u n t r y .  The s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  these  func

t i o n s  shoved the s t ro n g  d e term in a t ion  o f  the Govt, f o r  r a p i d ,  smooth 

and e a sy  development and a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  l i b r a r y  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  

i n  the c o u n t r y .  The c h a r t e r  o f  d u t i e s  o f  C h ie f  L i b r a r i a n ,  P r i n c i p a l  

L i b r a r i a n ,  A s s i s ta n t  D i r e c t o r ,  as s ta te d  in  the Report  are no doubt 

c o n d u c iv e  to  the  development o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  

r e v i s i o n  the f u n c t i o n s  o f  ea<fh l i b r a r y  person n e l  v e r e  s p e c i f i e d .  The 

s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  d u t i e s  v e re  never  found and done b e f o r e .  T h is  i s  

im portant  f o r  de term in ing  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  The d u t i e s  vere  

c h a r t e r e d  m ainly  f o r  the r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  departments .  As members o f  

t h i s  Committee v ere  a l l  from a d m in is t ra t io n  and there  vas n o t  a s i n g l e  

l i b r a r i a n  in  the com m ittee ,  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o f  d u t i e s  v ere  n o t  based 

on p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m .  P r o f e s s i o n a l  and n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l  d u t i e s  v ere  not  

s p e c i f i e d .  Tn o r d e r  to  s p e c i f y  d u t i e s ,  the  Committee used gen era l  terms
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leading to repe titlo n  and overlapping o f duties. As Professlonal

duties vere not properly emphasised in the Charter improvement o f

professional services in the library in future vas not envisaged.

The Report suggested curtailment o f  library personnel
286

showing surplus o f  Taka 10,000. But i t  is d i f f ic u lt  to understand

that in one hand the report wanted development o f lib raries and on

the other suggested curtailment o f manpower which w ill  result in

unemployment and wastage o f trained manpower.

Report o f  the Martial Law Committee on 
Organisational Set up; (Directorate o f  
Archives and Libraries I

In the same year the M artial Law govt, also set up Martial Law 

Committee on organisational set up o f the Directorate o f  Archives 

and Libraries under Sports and Culture D ivision. The Committee sub

mitted a report which stated that the Directorate o f  Archives and 

Libraries, an attached Department under the Sports and Culture Division  

dealt with two national organisations namely: (1) The National Archi

ves o f Bangladesh and ( i i )  The National Library o f Bangladesh. The
287

objectives and the main features o f  the organisations were as follow s: -

Natlonal Archives o f  Bangladesh:

After Liberation i t  was keenly fe lt  by a l l  quarters that a 

National Archives should be established, not only for the preserva

tion o f a l l  permanmnt records and archives o f the Government but also

286. Ib id .
oo-7 P^Dort o f  the Martia l  Law committee on organisational287. Bangladesn.^Heport md orRmlsa tl i B I _

set up phase I I P  ^ — f  Part 2.
^ i pter I f . ' (Directorate £ ̂ Archi ves and Librari»s)warch 1983 ̂ ZZ 
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f o r  s t o r i n g  v a lu a b le  documents o f  the l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e .  The

committee o b s e rv e d  th a t  the Arch ives  as the e v i d e n t i a l  documentation

o f  the p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  economic  and c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  a country
289

v e r e  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t  from o t h e r  kinds o f  in fo rm a t io n  m e t e r i a l s .  

Funct ions

The f u n c t i o n s  o f  the N a t i o n a l  Arch ives  accord ing  to  the Report

v ere

a . " C o l l e c t i o n , p r e s e r v a t i o n  and maintenance o f  the n o n -c u r re n t  

and permanently v a lu a b le  r e c o r d s ,  documents and a rch iv es  o f  the Gover

nment. b .  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  p r iv a te  r e co r d s  ovned by eminent p ersons ,  

h igh  government o f f i c i a l s ,  e d u c a t i o n i s t s ,  t e c h n o l o g i s t s  and s o c i a l  

v o r k e r s .  c .  Organise  an e f f e c t i v e  r e c o r d s  management system f o r  v a r i 

ous Government Departments and agenc ies  in c lu d i n g  f i l i n g  system, 

r e t e n t i o n  plans and temporary s to ra g e  in  Record C e n tres ,  D isp osa l  

s ch e d u le s  and standards f o r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  r e c o r d s  f o r  permanent pre

s e r v a t i o n .  d .  Acquire  by purchase ,  d o n a t io n ,  r e q u e s t ,  c o n t a c t  o r  

o t h e r v i s e  o r  token  l o a n  o f  r e c o r d ,  manuscript  documents e t c .  f o r  the

p r e s e r v a t i o n  in  the N a t io n a l  A rch iv e s ,  e .  R e p a ir ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and 

c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  r e c o r d s  and documents, f .  P rep arat ion  o f  f in d i n g  aids 

f o r  the r e l e v a n t  agenc ies  us ing  the r e c o r d s  and documents as v e i l  as 

f o r  r e s e a r c h  s c h o l a r s ,  g .  Render r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e s  to  the adminis

t r a t i v e  a g en c ies  and the r e s e a r c h e r s ,  h .  Compile N a t i o n a l  R e g is t e r  

o f  A r c h iv e s ,  i .  Execute n a t i o n a l  A rch iv a l  L e g i s l a t i o n  in  o r d e r  to  

ensure smooth r e c o r d s  and a r c h i v a l  management programme, j .  Render 

r e p r o g ra p h i c  s e r v i c e s  such as m i c r o f i l m in g ,  p h o to s t a t in g  e t c .  f o r  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  and r e f e r e n c e  p rop oses ,  k. A s s i s t  and render  ad v isory

288
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s e r v i c e s  f o r  the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  l o c a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a r c h iv e s .

1. C oo p e ra t io n  v i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  such as UNESCO, 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C ou n c i l  on Arch ives  and o t h e r  A rch iva l  a g e n c ie s ,  m. 

Cooperate  v i t h  the L ib r a r ia n s  and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  persons 

in  the use o f  modern te ch n iq u es  o f  s t o r a g e ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and r e t r i 

e v a l .  n .  Organise  and c a r r y  on p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  o .  H old ing  

o f  p u b l i c  e x h i b i t i o n s  o r  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  any c l a s s  o r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f

p u b l i c  a r c h i v e s ,  p r iv a t e  documents, m anuscr ipts  o r  p r in te d  m a te r ia ls
290

d e p o s i t e d  in  the N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s " .

For a d v is in g  the government in  regard  t o  the a r c h i v a l  p o l i c y

th ere  i s  a H i s t o r i c a l  Records Commission headed by the S e c r e t a r y ,

Sports  and Culture  D i v i s i o n .  The N a t io n a l  Arch ives  o f  Bangladesh i s
291

the S e c r e t a r i a t  o f  the Commission.

The N a t io n a l  Arch ives  o f  Bangladesh i s  the member o f  the I n t e r 

n a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  on A r c h iv e s ,  an ad junct  t o  UNESCO and a lso  South 

West Asian R e g io n a l  Branch o f  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C ou n c i l  An A rch iv es .

The fu n c t i o n s  o f  the N a t io n a l  L ib ra ry  as per the Report v ere  

as f o l l o v s j -

a .  ’’C o l l e c t i o n  o f  books  and p u b l i c a t i o n s  p r i n t - d  in  the country

under the C opyr ight  l a v .  b .  M ainta in  and d e v e lo p  a n a t i o n a l  c o l l e c t i o n

o f  L ib r a r y  m a t e r i a l s ,  c .  Compile N a t io n a l  B ib l i o g r a p h y  and provide

o t h e r  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  s e r v i c e s  as r e q u i r e d ,  d .  Union C ata log ue ,  e .

Serve as an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Book Exchange Centre o f  the Country,  f .

P rov ide  c o o r d i n a t i o n  and a s s i s t a n c e  to  a l l  Government departmental

l i b r a r i e s ,  g .  Render r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e s  to  the t e a c h e r s ,  s tu d e n ts ,

Government departments and r e se a rc h  s c h o l a r s ,  h .  Serve as N a t io n a l
292

Documentation Centre .
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The D i r e c t o r a t e 293! s  c u r r e n t l y  housed In tv o  separate  p laces

I . e .  at  106, C en tra l  Road and 372,  Elephant Road, Dhaka. To c a r ry o u t

the f u n c t i o n  o f  the  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Arch ives  and L i b r a r i e s  th ere  vas

the  s a n c t io n  o f  6 c l a s s - T  o f f i c e r s  and X C l a s s - I I  o f f i c e r  along with

43 s t a f f  a g a in s t  w hich ,  there  were 6 C la s s - I  and I  Class-TT o f f i c e r s

and 38 s t a f f  in  p o s i t i o n .  The above mentioned o f f i c e r s  and s t a f f

perform t h e i r  fu n c t i o n s  o f  the N a t io n a l  Arch ives  and the N a t io n a l
294L ib r a r y  w ith  the name o f  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Arch ives  and L i b r a r i e s .  

ftork-Load

The N a t io n a l  Arch ives  i s  the Centra l  d e p o s i t o r y 295o f  a l l  h i s t o 

r i c a l  r e c o r d s  and documents at the n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  I t  m ainta ins  l i a -  

son w ith  a l l l  r e c o r d  c r e a t i n g  ag e n c ie s  v i z ;  M i n i s t r i e s / D i v i s i o n s /  

Departments,  f i e l d  o f f i c e s  o f  a l l  l e v e l s ,  o f  p u b l i c  r e co r d s  o f  h i s 

t o r i c a l  va lue  f o r  t h e i r  t r a n s f e r  t o  the  N a t io n a l  Arch ives  f o r  s c i 

e n t i f i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  Apart from the s e l e c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s ,  the 

p r e p a ra t io n  o f  d i s p o s a l  s ch e d u le ,  rev iew  and weeding o f  r e co r d s  are ?  t, 

a l s o  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the N a t io n a l  Arch ives  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w ith  

the c r e a t i n g  a g e n c i e s .  The major r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the  N a t ion a l  A rch i 

v e s  i s  s c i e n t i f i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  r e c o r d s  and documents o f  h i s t o 

r i c a l  v a l u e .  I t  in c lu d e s  r e p a i r ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  fu m ig a t io n ,  a i r -  

c l e a n i n g ,  la m i n a t i o n ,  temperature and humidity  c o n t r o l ,  a n t i - f i r e  

and a n t i - t h e f t  m easures ,  m ic r o f i lm in g ^ p h o t o s t a t in g  and p h o t o - d u p l i 

c a t i o n .  I t s  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  are a l s o  render in g  s e r v i c e s  t o  the p u b l i c  

and Government departments as w e l l  as p r e p a ra t io n  and p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  

N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  R ecord s ,  m ic r o f i lm in g  programme, r e p ro g ra p h ic  

s e r v i c e ,  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  r e c o r d s  and e d u c a t i o n a l  use o f  a r c h iv e s .
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294 .  I M d . 

 ̂ 295 .  I b i d .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



463

The N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  o f  Bangladesh i s  the d e p o s i t o r y  o f  a l l  

p u b l i sh e d  m a t e r i a l s ,  one o f  which i s  d e p o s i t e d  there  under the e x i s t i n g  

book  d e p o s i t  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  Bangladesh. The main work i s  the a c q u i s i 

t i o n  o f  p u b l i sh e d  books and p e r i o d i c a l s  under Copyright  Law, proce 

s s i n g ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and c a t a l o g i n g  o f  b o o k s ,  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  s e r v i c e s )

. en forcem ent  o f  book d e p o s i t  r e g u la t i o n s ,  p re p a ra t ion  o f  N a t io n a l  
297

B i b l i o g r a p h y ,  c u r f e n t  and r e t r o s p e c t i v e ,  p re p a ra t ion  o f  a b s t r a c t s  and

In d e x e s ,  o t h e r  type o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  c o n t r o l ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Book

Exchange C entre ,  r e a d in g  room f a c i l i t i e s  and r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e s ,  I n t e r

L ib r a r y  loa n s  and n a t i o n a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s ,

r e p a i r  and b in d in g  o f  books and l i b r a r y  ed u ca t io n  and t r a i n i n g .

The Department has a lready  made progrees  in s p i t e  o f  the f a c t

th a t  i t  i s  housed in  two separate  temporary b u i ld in g s  with very  l i m i t e d

s t a f f .  The N a t i o n a l  A rch ives  has a lready  acquired  government r e c o r d s ,

o l d  news p a p ers ,  press  c l i p p i n g s ,  o l d  and rare  b ook s ,  census r e p o r t s ,

e l e c t i o n  r e c o r d s  and documents, assembly proceed in gs ,  o l d  and curren t
298

g a z e t t e s ,  o l d  map e t c .  t o  the tune o f  1 ,5 0 ,0 0  volumes.  H i s t o r i c a l

r e c o r d  room w i l l  be t r a n s f e r r e d  to  the N a t io n a l  Arch ives  o f  Bangladesh

f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and maintenance.  I n v e n t o r i e s  o f  80 ,000  volume o f

r e c o r d s  o f  the  S e c r e t a r i a t  Record Room have so fa r  been made by the

s t a f f  o f  the  N a t io n a l  Arch ives  o f  Bangladesh.  The N a t io n a l  L ib ra ry  o f

Bangladesh i s  c u r r e n t l y  engaged in  the  p r e p a ra t io n  o f  the Guide to

the s o u rce s  o f  Asian H is t o r y  r e l a t i n g  t o  Bangladesh.

The R eport  fu r t h e r  sa id  th a t  the N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  o f  Bangladesh

a lrea d y  acqu ired  4 0 ,0 0 0  books and p u b l i c a t i o n s  under the Copyright
299

Law o f  the c o u n t r y .  I t  a l rea dy  com piled  the N a t io n a l  B ib l i o g r a p h y
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upto 1979. Tt also compiled article index o f daily newspapers, retro

spective bibliographies etc . Tt maintains contact with those countries 

having b ila te ra l agreements with our country relating to the exchange 

o f  publications. Tt is  also rendering services to the readers, sch

olars and researchers with it s  existing lim ited fa c i l i t ie s  and reso

urces.
300  ̂ a . . .

The sanctioned strength o f  the Directorate o f  Archives and

Libraries seemed to be rational in commensurate with the work-load.

But the c a t e g o r i e s  o f  the s a n ct io n e d  s t re n g th  have some anomaly. The 

com m ittee ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  examinat ion  o f  s t r e n g th  ( c a t e g o r y -  

w i s e ) ,  worked out  a r e v i s e d  s e t  up. The Report  sa id  th a t  r e v i s e d  s e t  

up recommended by the Committee would b r in g  down the sa n ct ion ed  

s t r e n g th  from 50 to  48 with  c o n s e q u e n t ia l  saving  to  the tune o f  Taka

1 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  approx im ate ly  per annum.

A ccord in g  to  the Report  the f o l l o w i n g  were the d u t i e s  o f  the
301

D i r e c t o r  o f  Arch ives  and L i b r a r i e s .

a. "To a c t  as a d m in is t ra t iv e  head and i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o v e r a l l  

a d m in is t ra t i o n  o f  the D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Arch ives  and L i b r a r i e s ,  b .  To 

act  as an a d v is e r  to  the a d m in is t ra t iv e  M i n i s t r y  on t e c h n i c a l  matters  

and on fo r m u la t io n  o f  p o l i c i e s  con cern in g  the Department, c .  To act  

as P r i n c i p a l  Accounting O f f i c e r  o f  the Department w i th in  budget 

p r o v i s i o n ,  d .  To be r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  the a d m in is t ra t io n  and e x e c u t io n  

o f  fu n c t i o n  o f  the Department as per A c ts ,  O rdinance ,  Rules and 

R e g u la t io n s  and d i r e c t i v e s  i s s u e d  by the Government from time to  

t im e .  e .  To be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  proper fu n c t i o n in g  and d i s c i p l i n e  o f  

the  Department, f .  To be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a p po in t in g  C lass  TT, TTT

300. I b i d .
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and TV employees  o f  the Department as per e x i s t i n g  p roced u re ,  g.

To be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i s s u i n g  c l e a r  s tanding  o r d e r s  l a y i n g  down the 

maximum e x t e n t  o f  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  powers to  the o f f i c e r  s e rv in g  under 

him. h .  To c o n t r o l  and s u p e rv ise  the work o f  the Department. 1. To 

r e p r e s e n t  the  Department and where p e rso n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  not  

p o s s i b l e  to  s e l e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on h i s  b e h a l f ,  j .  To be r e s p o n s ib le  

f o r  m a in ta in in g  proper  s e c u r i t y  measures o f  the Department. k.To 

perform o v e r a l l  d u t i e s  o f  the n a t i o n ' s  Keeper o f  R ecord s .  1. To e n f o r 

ce  r e c o r d  management procedures  o f  the Government, m. To p r o j e c t  and 

preserv e  the h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  and documents t r a n s f e r r e d  to  N a t io n a l  

A r c h iv e s ,  n .  To examine any r e c o r d  in  the cus tod y  o f  the P ub l ic  o f f 

i c e s .  c .  S u b je c t  to  terms and c o n d i t i o n s  pu b l i sh  any p u b l i c  Archives  

f o r  r e se a rc h  and r e f e r e n c e  purposes ,  p. To prov ide  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  

r e se a rc h  and r e f e r e n c e ,  q .  To acqu ire  by purchase o r  d on at ion  any 

document, book  which are l i k e l y  to  be o f  enduring n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c a l  

v a l u e ,  r .  To act  as Member-Secretary  o f  the N a t io n a l  Guide Committee 

o f  the N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c a l  source  m a t e r i a l s ,  s .  To a c t  as Member- 

S e c r e ta ry  o f  H i s t o r i c a l  Records Commission, t .  To e n f o r c e  r u le s  o f  

a ccess  and t r a n s f e r  o f  r e c o r d s ,  u. To perform o v e r a l l  d u t i e s  o f  the 

N a t io n a l  L i b r a r i a n ,  v .  Superv ise  the t e c h n i c a l  s e r v i c e s  and procedures  

o f  the N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  o f  Bangladesh such as the c o m p i la t i o n  o f  

N a t i o n a l  B ib l i o g r a p h y  o f  Bangladesh and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Book Exchange 

C entre ,  w. To r e p r e se n t  Bangladesh at the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O rg an isa t ion s  

f o r  A r c h iv e s ,  L ib r a r y  and docum entation ,  x .  P r o j e c t  D i r e c t o r  f o r  the 

Development o f  the N a t io n a l  Archives  and the N a t io n a l  L i b r a r y " .

Deputy D i r e c t o r  o f  Arch ives  was d i r e c t e d  to  perform the f o l l o -
302

wing d u t i e s . * -
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"a .  C ontact  w ith  the r e c o r d  c r e a t i n g  agencies  such as W in i s -  

t r i e s / D i v i s i o n s / D e p a r t m e n t s  e t c .  in  c o n n e c t io n  with t r a n s f e r  o f  

r e c o r d s  o f  ending va lue  to  the N a t io n a l  A rch iv e s ,  b .  S u p erv is ion  

o f  the work o f  r e v ie w ,  a p p r a i s a l  and a lso  p rep a ra t ion  o f  the d i s p o 

s a l  s ch e d u le s  o f  r e c o r d s ,  c .  Arrangement f o r  the a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  

r e c o r d s  in  the N a t i o n a l  A rch iv e s ,  d .  S u p erv is ion  o v e r  the r e p a i r  

and p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  the r e c o r d s  and h i s t o r i c a l  documents, e .  Pre

pa ra t ion  o f  l i s t s  o f  r e c o r d s ,  a r c h i v a l  guides  and indexes*  f .  Arrang

ement o f  a r c h i v a l  t r a i n i n g ,  g .  Arrangement f o r  e x h i b i t i o n  and edu

c a t i o n a l  use o f  a r c h iv e s ,  h .  S u p e rv is io n  o f  the s ta ck  a rea s ,  i .

A s s i s t  the D i r e c t o r  in  the Implementation o f  the Development P r o j e c t s  

and o t h e r  p o l i c y  works o f  the Department."
303

D uties  o f  A s s i s ta n t  D i r e c t o r  o f  L i b r a r i e s  a r e : -

T1a. A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  books f o r  the N a t i o n a l  L ibrary  o f  Bangladesh 

o t h e r  than Copyright  Act .  b. I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Book Exchange,  c .  Prese 

r v a t i o n  and b in d in g  o f  books in  the N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y ,  d .  Perform 

the d u t i e s  o f  the g e n e ra l  a d m in is t ra t io n  in  the absence o f  the Ad

m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  e .  To s u p e rv ise  the t e c h n i c a l  work o f  the 

l i b r a r y  s t a f f ,  f .  A s s i s t  the D i r e c t o r  in  the implementat ion  o f  the  

Development P r o j e c t . "
304

The d u t i e s  o f  B ib l i o g r a p h e r s  a r e : -

a.  B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  s e r v i c e s  and enforcem ent  o f  Copyright  Law.

b .  A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  books and p u b l i c a t i o n s  under Copyright  Act.  c .  

P re p a ra t io n  o f  the N a t i o n a l ,  c u r r e n t ,  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  

A b s t r a c t s ,  Indexes  and o th * r  types  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  c o n t r o l ,  d.  

Contact  w ith  the  p u b l i s h e r s ,  e .  E d i t in g  the B i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  f .  Pre-

303 .  I b i d .
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pa ra t ion  o f  a l l  B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  t o o l s ,  g .  P r o o f  r e a d in g ,  h .  Drawing 

and D is b u r ln g .  Duties  o f  Ju n ior  M i c r o f i l m in g  and P h o to s ta t in g  O f f i c e r  

a re :  a. S e l e c t i o n  o f  r e c o r d s  and documents to  be m ic ro f i lm e d  for  pre 

s e r v a t i o n .  b .  M i c r o f i lm in g  and p h o to s t a t in g  o f  important r e c o r d s  and 

documents, c .  S u p e rv is io n  o f  the m ic r o f i lm in g  la b o r a t o r y  and also 

dark room f a c i l i t i e s ,  d .  P r e s e r v a t io n  o f  f i l m s .

Comments:

The M a r t i a l  Committee on o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  s e t  up on D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  

Arch ives  and L i b r a r i e s  worked w ithou t  any s p e c i f i c  terms o f  r e f e r e n c e .  

I t  rev iew ed and i d e n t i f i e d  the fu n c t i o n s  o f  N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  and 

n a t i o n a l  A r ch iv e s .  The c h a r t e r  o f  d u t i e s  o f  each o f f i c e r  o f  the D ir e c 

t o r a t e  o f  A rch ives  and L ib r a r i e s  were s p e c i f i e d  and r e v i s e d .  A fte r  

o b s e r v a t i o n  the committee thought  th a t  the present  s a n c t io n e d  strength  

o f  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Arch ives  and L ib r a r i e s  were r a t i o n a l

with  the w o r k - l o a d .  But the c a t e g o r i e s  o f  sa n ct ion ed  s t ren g th  accord ing  

to  the Report  had some anomaly which i s  no t  c l e a r l y  s ta te d  in the 

R e p o r t ,  As such the recommendation o f  the committee f o r  b r in g in g  down 

the s a n c t io n e d  s tren g th  from 50 to  48 w ith  c o n s e q u e n t ia l  saving  o f  

Taka 1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0  approx im ate ly  per annum had n o t  been v e ry  reasona b le  

and r a t i o n a l .  These two o f f i c e r s  w ithou t  showing surp lus  c o u ld  pro 

f i t a b l y  be absorbed In d e v e lo p in g  and running some branches o f  these 

o r g a n i s a t i o n  which have immense scope o f  development.

The Report  p in p o in te d  the c h a r t e r  o f  d u t i e s  o f  the D i r e c t o r ,  

Deputy D i r e c t o r  and o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  o f  the D i r e c t o r a t e  In such a c a r e 

f u l  way th a t  proper  observan ce  o f  these  d u t i e s  w i l l  lead  the D ir e c 

t o r a t e  p rosper  and d e v e lo p  day by day.  But the q u e s t io n  remains: how 

fa r  these  r e v i s e d  d u t i e s  w i l l  c a r e f u l l y  be performed by the o f f i c e r s .
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I t  can be s a id  th a t  the Report  i s  a u e l l t h o u g h t ,  w e l l o r g a n i s e d  aid 

v e l l w r i t t e n  with  s u f f i c i e n t  care  and a t t e n t i o n  l o o k in g  towards the 

fu tu re  development o f  the D i r e c t o r a t e .  But the Report la ck s  in  r e s p e c t  

o f  any s p e c i f i c  development p lan .  Tt seemed that  Committee was mainly 

busy in  s p e c i f y i n g  the r e v i s e d  c h a r t e r  o f  d u t i e s  o f  o f f i c e r s  and f i n 

d ing  ou t  means o f  r e d u c in g  s t a f f  s t r e n g th .

L ib ra ry  Development Committee (Ahmad H u sa in 's  Committee 1983)

The Sports  and Culture D i v i s i o n ,  C h ie f  M a r t ia l  Law A d m in i s t r a t o r ' s

S e c r e t a r i a t e ,  Govt,  o f  the P e o p l e ' s  R epubl ic  o f  Bangladesh c o n s t i t u t e d
305

another r e v i s e d  committee w ith  the f o l l o w i n g  members as per Govt, 

o r d e r  No. L B / l L - l l / 8 3 / 4 0 3 ( 9 ) - S o r k a r i - d a t e d  5 . 9 . 8 3 .

1. Mr. Ahmad H ussa in .  Convenor
R e t i r e d  O .S .D .  (L ib ra ry  Development)
D . P . I .  O f f i c e .

Dr.K.M .Karim Member
D i r e c t o r
D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Arch ives  and L ib r a r i e s  
Dhaka.

3 .  P r o f e s s o r  Dr. Abdul Momen Chovdhury Member
A c t in g  L ib r a r i a n ,  Dhaka U n i v e r s i t y .

4 .  Mr.Abu Bakr S idd ique  Member
L i b r a r i  an ( Inch a r g e ) ,  Bangladesh U n iv e r s i t y  
o f  E ng ineer ing  and T e ch n o lo g y ,
Dh aka.

5 .  Mr.Serwar Hossain  (R esearch er )  Memb»r
Chairman, Dept, o f  L ib rary  S c i e n c e ,
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dhaka.

6 .  Mr.Abdur Razzaque Member
Deputy D i r e c t o r ,
Bangla Academy (L ib r a r y )
Dhaka.

305. Government Order N o.lB -T L -ll/83 /403(9)-S en k ri dated 5 .9 .8 3  issued
by the Sports  and Culture  D i v i s i o n ,  C h i e f  M a r t ia l  Law Administra
° r S Secretariat, Dhak,  '
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7 .  Syed A z lzur  Rahman Member-Secret  ary
Dy. D i r e c t o r ,
Bangladesh C entra l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y ,
Dhaka.

8 .  The terms o f  r e f e r e n c e  o f  the Committee were t o  d i s c u s s ,  

e v a l u a t e ,  i n v e s t i g a t e  and recommend on the f o l l o v i n g : -

( i )  Problems o f  Bangladesh C entra l  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y ,  o th e r  g ov t .  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  o f  the c o u n t r y ,  Copyright  O f f i c e ,  Arch ives  and o t h » r  

l i b r a r i e s ;  ( i i )  F inding  out  -whether Bangladesh C entra l  P ub l ic  L ib r a r y ,  

o t h e r  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  o f  c ou n try  and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which v ere  

d o in g  s i m i l a r  v ork s  ( e . g .  Copyright  o f f i c e ,  Archives  and l i b r a r i e s )  

c o u ld  be amalgamated and brought  under g r e a t e r  C entra l  p u b l i c  L ib r a r y  

D i r e c t o r a t e  o r  n o t ;  ( i i i )  Recommending vays  and means f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

e f f i c i e n t  L ib r a r y  S e r v i c e  in the c o u n try ;  ( i v )  F inding o u t  s o l u t i o n s  

to  the problems o f  C entra l  P ub l ic  L ib ra ry  and o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  c o n s i 

d e r in g  the economic c o n d i t i o n s  o f  the c o u n tr y ;  (v )  Recommending f o r

development o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  Bangladesh keeping in  v i e v  the pr^va-’ l i n g

c o n d i t i o n s ,  c i r cu m sta n ces  and f a c t o r s ;  and ( v i )  Recommending f o r  an

i d e a l  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  system in  v i e v  o f  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  o f  the g o v t .

( v i i )  C on s id er in g  and recommending f o r  l en d in g  o f  books o f  de funct
306

Bangladesh Parishad .

The Report  vas t o  be submitted v i t h i n  tvo months from the date 

o f  the i s s u e  o f  the then Govt,  o r d e r .

The problems i d e n t i f i e d  v ere  im portant .  No meeting o f  the Commi

t t e e  vas h e l d .  The Committee vas d i s s o l v e d  a f t e r  Mr. Ahmad Hussain
307

declined to vork in v r itin g . Subsequently a nev committee vith Dr.K.V.

306. I b i d .

307.  L e t t e r  f i l e d  in  f i l e  No.LB/TL-11/83 maintained with Sports  and 
c u l t u r e  D i v i s i o n ,  C h ie f  M a r t i a l  Law A d m in is tra to r ’ s S e c r e t a r i a t ,  
Dhaka,
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Karim, Mr. Seruar Hossain and Syed Azizur  Rahman vas formed, which 

made v e r y  u s e f u l  recommendations f o r  the development o f  p u b l i c  l i b 

r a r i e s ,  n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  and the c o p y r ig h t  o f f i c e  in  Bangladesh.

Report o f  the Committee on p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and Arch ives  1983

A Committee com p ris ing  o f  Dr.K.M.Karim, D i r e c t o r ,  D i r e c t o r a t e  

o f  Arch ives  and L i b r a r i e s  (C on venor ) ,  M essrs .  Serwar H ossa in ,  Chairman, 

Department o f  L ib r a r y  S c ience  ( r e s e a r c h e r ) ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dhaka 

(Member) and Syed Azizur  Rahman, Deputy D i r e c t o r ,  Bangladesh Central  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  Dhaka(Member-Secretary) was c o n s t i t u t e d  as per Sports  

and Culture D i v i s i o n ' s  o r d e r  bea r in g  No. L B /T L -T T /8 3 /4 4 9 (3 ) -S o n k r i

dated  2 8 . 9 . 8 3 .  M r.S .S .M .A .  Khorasani,  A s s i s ta n t  D i r e c t o r ,  Bangladesh
308

C en tra l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  Dhaka along with  o t h e r s  acted  as o b s e r v e r s .

The terms o f  r e f e r e n c e  o f  the Committee were as f o l l o w s : -  

1 .  "To e x p l o r e  p o s s l b i l i t i - s  o f  s e t t i n g  up a N a t i o n a l  Apex 

O r g a n is a t io n  in  the shape o f  Greater  C entra l  P ub l ic  L ib ra ry  D i r e c t o 

r a t e  by amalgamation o f  Bangladesh C entra l  P u b l ic  L i b r a r y ,  Dhaka,

a l l  o th^r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  

N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  and N a t io n a l  A rch iv e s ,  Copyright  O f f i c e  and also  o th e r  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  having  s im i l a r  a c t i v i t i e s .  2 .  To give e x p e r t  o p in io n  

f o r  e v o l v i n g  a s u i t a b l e  and e f f e c t i v e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  throughout 

the c o u n t r y ;  and 3 .  To i d e n t i f y  the problems o f  Government and o th e r

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and make recommendations f o r  t h e i r  s o l u t i o n  a f t e r
309

due c o n s i d e r a t i o n  keeping  in  view the l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  government fu nds" .

208.  F i l e  o f  M in i s t r y  o f  E duca t ion :  No. LB/TL-TT/83 maintained with 
the C u l tu ra l  A f f a i r s  D i v i s i o n .

309.  Report  o f  the Committee on L i b r a r i e s  and A r c h iv e s , pp. 1 -2 .
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A

The Committee h e ld  s e r i e s  o f  m e e t in g s ,  examined v a r io u s  documents, 

pa pers ,  r e p o r t s  and in fo rm a t io n  m a t e r i a l s .  S p e c i a l i s t s  In t h i s  f i e l d  

•were a lso  c o n s u l t e d  and i n v i t e d  as o b s e r v e r s  in  i t s  m eetings  as fa r  

as p r a c t i c a b l e  w i t h i n  the l i m i t e d  time at the d i s p o s a l  o f  the committee.

A l l  the terms o f  r e f e r e n c e  v e re  taken in to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  but due 

to  l a c k  o f  proper  survey  o f  n o n -g o v t ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  which could  

n o t  be done w ith in  t h i s  v - r y  sh o r t  span o f  t im e ,  the committee c o u ld
A

' n o t  make recommendations r e g a rd in g  those  in t h i s  r e p o r t .  C onsider ing

t h e i r  number and n o n - a v a i la b i l 1  t y  o f  proper  d a ta ,  a sep a ra te  co u n try 

wide survey  "was r e q u ire d  to  be arranged f o r  making any such recommen

d a t i o n .

O bservat ion
The committee observ ed  with  s a t i s f a c t i o n  that  countrywide l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e  was in t r o d u ce d  through the t im e ly  amalgamation o f  Bangladesh 

C en tra l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  and d e fu n c t  Bangladesh P ar ishad ,  v h ich  already 

^ had i t s  branches in  each d i v i s i o n ,  D i s t r i c t  and Sub-d1 v i s i o n a l  head

q u a r t e r s .  I t  was f o r  t h i s  reason th a t  the Park*r Report  made a r e c o 

mmendation f o r  i n c l u s i o n  o f  Bangladesh Parishad in the c o u n t r y ’ s p u b l i c  

l i b r a r y  system o b s e r v i n g " . . .  th a t  the Parishad l i b r a r i e s  r e p r e se n t  the 

n e a r e s t  approach t o  a n a t i o n -w id e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  network which e x i s t s

in  B angladesh"  and "the  o n l y  o rg a n is e d  l i b r a r y  system s erv in g  the
310

g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  i s  th a t  adm inistered  by the Bangladesh P ar ish a d " .  The 

 ̂ Committee submitted  a r e p o r t  v h ich  was the r e s u l t  o f  e x t e n s iv e  and

thorough e v a l u a t i o n ,  examination  and e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  the area ,  scope 

and p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  the o r g a n i s a t i o n s  namely. 1. Bangladesh Central

310 .  Parker ,  J . S .  Bangladesh Pub l i c  Lib r a r y  purvey, V o l .  I , Both Avon, 
1979, p . 47 .
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P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  Dhaka, 2.  N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  o f  Bangladesh,  Dhaka.

3 .  N a t i o n a l  Arch ives  o f  Bangladesh,  Dhaka. 4 .  Copyright  O f f i c e ,  Dhaka.

The committee examined the l i b r a r y  and arch ives  s i t u a t i o n  in  the 

T h ird  World D eve lop ing  c o u n t r i e s .  Tt observed  that  in  the c o u n t r i e s  

l i k e  Sr i  Lanka, I n d i a ,  P ak is tan ,  M a la y s ia ,  S ingapore ,  T h a i lan d ,  Indo

n e s i a ,  the N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y ,  the n a t i o n a l  arch ive  and the pu b l i c  

l i b r a r i e s  -were f u n c t i o n in g  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  sp h eres .  The UNESCO 

a lso  gave g u i d e l i n e s  to  the memb-r s t a t e s  f o r  making l e g i s l a t i v e  f r a 

mework o f  the  e s ta b l i sh e m e n t  o f  above mentioned i n s t i t u t i o n s  so that  

they  co u ld  perform t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  fu n c t i o n s  smoothly in  t h e i r  own 

sp h e re s .

The committee v ery  c a r e f u l l y  examined a l l  the terms o f  r e f e r e n c e s  

and found t h a t  in  o r d e r  to  d e v e lo p  l i b r a r y  system and arch ives  in the 

c o u n t r y ,  th e se  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  should r e t a in  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  separate  

i d e n t i t i e s  and should be g iven  more f a c i l i t i e s  to  d e v e lo p  w ith in  t h e i r  

s t r u c t u r e s .  Tt was c o o r d i n a t i o n  and not  amalgamation which was n e c e 

ssa ry  f o r  improving fu r t h e r  the e x i s t i n g  l i b r a r y  system and a r c h iv a l

a c t i v i t i e s  in  the c o u n tr y .

The committee thus came to the conclusion that these organisa

tions such as Bangladesh Central Public Library, which already under

gone a process o f amalgamation, national library and archives, copy

right o ffic e  e tc . should be developed within their own structures. 

Amalgamation o f these organisation would rather Jeopardise the growth 

and development o f these organisations curbing their ever-increasing

472

311

311 .  Bangladesh. Report of the Martial Law Committee on organisational 
set. ub: ohase TT (Department/Directorate and other organlsatlpn 
mider them"); Vol. XIV. Part 3 (Sports and culture PivyQ , ta apte£ 
VT (Dept, o f  Public lib ra ry . Dhaka: CML's Secretariate, 1 9 8 3 ,p. 1.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



area  o f  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h is  would u l t i m a t e l y  have an adverse e f f e c t  

on the c u l t u r a l  trend  o f  the country  and w i l l  minimise the chances 

o f  g r e a t e r  l i a i s o n  with s i m i l a r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g e n c ie s .

Furthermore ,  the committee remarked that  c r e a t i n g  a Greater

C en tra l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  D i r e c t o r a t e ,  more p r e c i s e l y ,  D i r e c t o r a t e -

G enera l ,  as an Apex o r g a n i s a t i o n  and c o n t r o l l i n g  o f f i c e  o f  a l l  these

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  would in  no way minimise exp en d itu re  in  accordance  with
312

the need o f  the Govt,  but  o n ly  i n v i t e  e x t r a  f i n a n c i a l  invo lvem ent .

In view o f  the s i t u a t i o n  a r i s i n g  out  o f  the amalgamation o f  a l l  

b r a n ch e s ,  a s s e t s  and f u n c t i o n s  o f  d e fu n c t  Bangladesh Parishad with 

th o se  o f  Bangladesh C entra l  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  and o t h e r  Govt,  p u b l i c  

l i b r a r i e s ,  the committee recommended with j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  adequate 

i n c r e a s e  in  the manpower at a l l  l e v e l s  o f  Bangladesh C entra l  p u b l i c  

l i b r a r y  (Department o f  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ) .

C on s id er in g  the inadequacy o f  number o f  books p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  

the D i s t r i c t  and S u b - D iv i s i o n a l  P u b l ic  L i b r a r i e s ,  the committee r e 

commended f o r  adequate p r o v i s i o n  o f  funds f o r  reasona b le  in c r e a s e  o f  

the s t o c k  o f  b o o k s ,  fu r n i t u r e  and o th e r  a c c e s s o r i e s  in  th ese  l i b r a r i e s .

The committee recommended f o r  p ro v id in g  adequate t r a i n i n g  f a c i 

l i t i e s  in s i d e  the country  and abroad f o r  improving p r o f e s s i o n a l  com

petence  o f  the o f f i c e r s  and s t a f f  engaged in  l i b r a r y  and a r c h iv a l  

s e r v i c e s .  For th a t  re a so n ,  the committee recommended the s e t t i n g  up 

o f  a permanent t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t e  named "Government I n s t i t u t e  o f  

L ib r a r ia n s h ip * 1 f o r  im part ing  s i x  months t r a i n i n g  c o u rse s  in  l i b r a r i 

anship  w ith  the r e so u r ce  persons  o f  the Department o f  l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e ,  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dhaka, D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  Arch ives  and L i b r a r i e s  and Bang

la d e s h  C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y ,  Dhaka, l e a d in g  to  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r
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l i b r a r y  p e rs o n n e l  o f  government and Government aided p u b l i c  l i b r a 

r i e s  and o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  o f  the country  and n e c e s s a r y  funds f o r  the 

purpose .  The committee recommended that  the d e s ig n a t io n s  o f  o f f i c e r s  

shou ld  be r e t a in e d  as per approved p r o j e c t s  o f  Bangladesh Centra l  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  and d i v i s i o n a l  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  at C h i t tag on g ,  Khulna 

and R a jsh a h i ,  The committee recommended th a t  "The o f f i c e r s  and emplo

y e e s  (P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  under the Sports  and c u l t u r e  d i v i s i o n )  Recruit

ment R u le s ,  1983" be kept  in  abeyance t i l l  reexam ination  and r e v i s i o n  

o f  the s a id  re cru i tm e n t  r u l e s  in  the l i g h t  o f  amalgamation o f  now 

d e f u n c t  Bangladesh Parishad with  those  o f  Bangladesh C entra l  P ub l ic  

L ib r a r y .

The committee noted  with dismay that  d e s p i t e  framing o f  p o l i c i e s  

and p r i n t i n g  o f  n e c e s s a r y  a c c e s s o r i e s  f o r  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  in the 

Bangladesh C entra l  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  o f  le n d in g  s e r v i c e s ,  i t  vas not  

in t r o d u c e d .  The committee t h e r e f o r e  recommended f o r  the immediate 

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  l e n d in g  s e r v i c e  in  Bangladesh Centra l  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  

and o t h e r  d i v i s i o n a l  Govt ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s .

A sse ss in g  the e v e r in c r * a s i n g  demands f o r  read ing  m a te r ia ls  in 

the f a s t  expanding c a p i t a l  c i t y  and i t s  p o p u la t i o n ,  the committee 

recommended the reop en in g  o f  two s u b - c e n t r e s  at Mohammad pur and 

Armanito la  o f  d e fu n c t  Bangladesh Parishad as branches o f  Bangladesh 

C e n tra l  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y .

The committee a lso  recommended the reopen ing  o f  Bangladesh 

Parishad r e g i o n a l  c e n t re  at C om il la  and Mymenshingh as p u b l i c  l i b r a 

r i e s  w ith  the  a s s e s t s  l e f t  by the d e fu n c t  Bangladesh Parishad in view 

o f  the importance o f  th* two d i s t r i c t  h eadqu arters  in  the c u l t u r a l  and 

academic f i e l d s  and growing p u b l i c  demands f o r  t h e i r  reopen in g .  Tn 

l i n e  w ith  governm ent 's  p o l i c y  o f  d e c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  and development
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A

o f  Thanas in to  U p a z i la s ,  the Committee recommended the e x t e n s io n  

o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  upto u p a z l l l a  l e v e l .  Tn view o f  the ob 

s e r v a t i o n s  the committee recommended f o r  a proper  survey  o f  non- 

g o v t .  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  S u f f i c i e n t  time shou ld ,  how ever ,  be al lowed

and r e s o u r c e s  prov id ed  f o r  undertaking  t h i s  survey  i n  accordance
313

" w ith  the  terms o f  r e f e r e n c e .

The committee on p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and arch ives  was an ex p e r t

■ committee f o r  e x p l o r i n g  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  s e t t i n g  up a n a t i o n a l

apex o r g a n i s a t i o n  in  the shape o f  G reater  C entra l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y

D i r e c t o r a t e  by  amalgamation o f  Bangladesh C entra l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y ,

Dhaka, a l l  o th e r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  N a t io n a l  L i b r a r y ,  N a t io n a l  Archi

v e s ,  C op yr igh t  O f f i c e  and a lso  o th e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  hav ing  s im i la r  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  f o r  g iv in g  e x p e r t  o p in io n  f o r  e v o l v i n g  a s u i t a b l e  and 

e f f e c t i v e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  throughout the c o u n t r y ,  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  

the  problems o f  g o v t ,  and o t h e r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and f o r  making 

^  recommendation f o r  t h e i r  s o l u t i o n  keeping  in  view the l i m i t a t i o n  o f

government fu nds .

The committee ob serv ed  th a t  a countrywide l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  has 

been in t r o d u c e d  through the t im e ly  amalgamation o f  C entra l  P ub l ic  

L ib r a r y  and d e f u n c t  Bangladesh Parishad which a lready  had i t s  bran

ches  in  each D i v i s i o n ,  D i s t r i c t  and S u b - d i v i s i o n a l  h e a d q u a r te rs .

The committee th orou gh ly  observed  and i d e n t i f i e d  the fu n c t i o n s  

/  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  each o f  the o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in  q u e s t io n  and

c o n s id e r e d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  maintain  a separate  i d e n t i t y  f o r  each 

o f  them f o r  h e l p in g  them grow and f a s t e r  w i th in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

sp h e re s .  The com m it tee ’ s o b s e r v a t i o n s  were a c c u r a te .  I t s  recommen

d a t i o n s  were sound and f u l l  o f  fa r r e a c h in g  e f f e c t s .  The committee

475

4 31 3 . I b i d . ,  pp. 1 0 -1 2 .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



r a t h e r  a c te d  in  accordance  w ith  the present  day tendency  o f  d e c e 

n t r a l i s a t i o n  and s p e c i a l i s a t i o n .

One o f  the terms o f  r e f e r e n c e  o f  the committee was to  g ive  

e x p e r t  o p i n i o n  f o r  e v o lv in g  a s u i t a b l e  and e f f e c t i v e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  

throughout  the c o u n t r y .  But the committee d id  not  put emphasis on 

t h i s  term o f  r e f e r e n c e .  I t  r a th e r  d i v e r t e d  i t s  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  to  

the problems o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  and t h e i r  s o l u t i o n .  The problems 

i d e n t i f i e d  as per the terms o f  r e f e r e n c e  and s o l u t i o n  suggested  were 

so meagre and numbered th a t  many important and p r e s s in g  problems l i k e  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  s p e c i a l l y  in removing i l l i t e r a c y  from the 

c o u n tr y  were ig n o r e d .  I n c re a se  in number o f  s t a f f ,  books and o th e r  

f a c i l i t i e s  are no doubt important and r e q u i r e d  f o r  b e t t e r  s e r v i c e .

But mere in c r e a s e  o f  a l l  th ese  f a c i l i t i e s  i s  n o t  enough i f  the s p i r i t  

o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  i s  l a c k i n g .  What i s  most n o t i c e a b l e  in  our l i b 

r a r i e s  i s  t h a t  l i b r a r y  s t a f f  here  does n o t  take l i b r a r i a n s h i p  as a 

s e r v i c e  f o r  the sake o f  s e r v i c e .  The l i b r a r y  personne l  must be imbubed 

w ith  the s p i r i t  o f  s e r v i c e  f o r  the sake o f  s e r v i c e .  Bangladesh requ

i r e s  d e d i c a t e d  l i b r a r i a n s  l i k e  S.R. Ranganathan and o t h e r s .

Due to  absence o f  s u f f i c i e n t  data  about non-government p u b l i c  

l i b r a r i e s ,  the committee c o u ld  not  i d e n t i f y  the problems and t h e i r  

c o r r e s p o n d in g  s o l u t i o n .  In s p i t e  o f  shorcom lngs ,  gaps and la p se s  in  

the  com m ittee ,  i t s  fundamental importance l i e d  in  i t s  c o n c lu s i o n  that  

the o r g a n i s a t i o n  such as C entra l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  which a lready  under

went a p r o c e s s  o f  amalgamation, N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  and A rch iv e s ,  Copy

r i g h t  o f f i c e  e t c .  should  be d eve lop ed  w ith in  t h e i r  own s t r u c t u r e s .

I t  fu r t h e r  con c lu d ed  th a t  amalgamation o f  these  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  would 

r a t h e r  j e o p a r d i s e  the growth and development o f  these o r g a n i s a t i o n s  

cu rb in g  t h e i r  e v e r in c r e a s i n g  area o f  a c t i v i t i e s .  Another n o t i c e a b l e  

a sp ect  o f  t h i s  Report  was th a t  the committee recommended f o r  arranging 

i n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  i n s i d e  and o u t s id e  Bangladesh.  I t  w i l l  n o t  be out
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o f  p lace  t o  mention here  th a t  the n e ig h b ou r in g  cou n try  l i k e  I n d i a ,  

can h e l p  us in  im part ing  t r a i n i n g  in l i b r a r i a n s h i p  to  our p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  

par a - p r o f e s s i o n a l  and s u b - p r o f e s s i o n a l s  working in  l i b r a r i e s  o f  Bang-

1 ade s h .

Academic L ib ra ry  Development

I t  -was ob serv ed  th a t  during  Pakistan Rule from 1 9 4 7 - 7 1 , though 

p o t e n t i a l s  o f  academic l i b r a r y  development emphasised in  d i f f e r e n t

Five Year Plans', e d u ca t i o n  commission r e p o r t s  e t c .  y e t  no planned 

p r o j e c t  o r  scheme was form ulated  f o r  development o f  the same. In the 

same way during  the Bangladesh t im e s ,  the p o t e n t i a l s  o f  academic 

l i b r a r i e s  were no l e s s  emphasised in d i f f e r e n t  comm issions/com mittee  

r e p o r t s /  seminar r e p o r t s  but no N a t i o n a l  scheme was formulated  o r  

adopted f o r  the planned development o f  academic l i b r a r i e s  in  Bangla

desh .  The development o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  from 1947 was thus 

the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  c o n ce rn e d .  The l i b r a r i e s  in the 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  were d eve lop ed  with development p rocess  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  

i e s .  Govt ,  gave grants  t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  P o r t io n s  o f  those  grants  were 

u t i l i s e d  by the u n i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s . S im i la r ly  

th ere  was no fo rm u la t io n  o f  any N a t io n a l  scheme fo r  the c o l l e g e  l i b 

r a r i e s  bo th  Govt,  and non Govt .  Govt,  gave annual grants  to  some 

c o l l e g e s  f o r  development o f  l i b r a r i e s .  These grants  were in  most o f  

the c a s e s  f o r  the purchase o f  b ook s .  In the same way there  was no 

n a t i o n a l  p lan f o r  the development o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  but go'fet.gave 

them annual grants  f o r  purchase o f  books o n l y .  The academic l i b r a r i a n s  

a lso  d id  n o t  do any th in g  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  fo rm ula t ion  o f  n a t i o n a l  

p lan f o r  t h e i r  developm ent.  The L ibrary  A s s o c ia t i o n  were a lso  not  so 

much concern ed  with such p lann ing .

I
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Though th e re  was no any n a t i o n a l  p lans f o r  the developm ent o f  the

academic l i b r a r i e s ,  some s o r t  o f  developm ent though n o t  adequate t o  the

needs  were o c c a s s i o n a l l y  made in  some ca s e s  d u r in g  the l a s t  th ree  d e ca d e s .  

O v e r a l l  s i t u a t i o n  in  the form o f  c h a r t s  i s  p resen ted  fo r  ea sy  un derstan 

d in g .  By the end o f  December 1983, th e re  v e r e  677 C o l l e g e s  in B angladesh . 

These are d iv id e d  in t o  government and non -g overn m en t. Number o f  g o v t .  C o l l 

e g e s  was 143. The number o r non-governm ent C o l l e g e s  was 534 . The numb»r o f

s tu d e n ts  and standard  o f  th e se  C o l l e g e s  are g iven  b e lo w : -

Nat.nre BNumber 5 Manaeeroent 5 Government S N on-Govt. _i Student5Te acher
1
9

jjGovt. ([Private 
9 t

5 Higher jD e g re e j  H igher g Degreed number 
! S e co n d a ry 5 5 Secondary 5 .

{number
t

G eneral 661 99 512 3 273 96 239 420 ,000 1 2 ,551

T each ers
t r a i n in g

10 10 - - 10 -  - 3134 204

A g r i c u l 
tu re  .

2 2 - - 2 -  - 515 85

M e d ica l 8 c o l l 
e g e .

1 D en ta l  
c o l l e g e

9 - - 9 -  - - -

E n g in ee -
r ih g

P o ly -T ech
17

E g g . C o l l .  
4

21 17 4 19432
1902

752
154

Lav 22 - 22 - - -  22 - —

Le ather
te c h n o lo g y  1 1 - - 1 -  - 84 17

T e x t i l e 1 1 - - 1 -  - 405 22

T o t a l 677 143 534 20 300 96 261

Among the 99 g o v t ,  g e n e r a l  c o l l e g e s ,  10 were u n i v e r s i t y  c o l l e g e s ,  14

were Honours and p o s t  graduate c o l l e g e ,  62 were Degree c o l l e g e s  and th ree  

were H igher Secondary C o l l e g e s .  The p o s i t i o n  o f  L ib r a r y  in  ten u n iv e r s i t y  

c o l l e g e s  are s ta t e d  in th °  f o l l o w in g  c h a r t :
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*.

O 3 4 5 6 7
1

U n iv e r s i t y
C o l l e g e

Average o f  Average o f  Average 
Stu den ts  te a c h e r s  area

o f  Average o f  Average ot 
per head n o . o f  books 
space o f  
20t s tu 
d en ts  _

AveraE'e o f  
n o .  o f  books 
g e n e s a l ly  
us p J .

10 4000 105 3000 
s q .  f t

3 .7  s f t •
«

17,000 10,000

8 9 10 11 12 . _ 13
Ave r age o f  
books per 
he ad.

Average o f  
n o . l t b r a r ’' an

Average o f  
n o .  A s s t ,L ib .

Average o f  
c a ta lo g u e r  
erade .1 . _

Average o f  
c a t a l o  guer

Ave rage o f  
As s i  s ta n ts

2 .7 1 .5 .5 .4 .3 1

J •

14 IS 16

Average o f  
c l a s s  TV 
em ployees

Average o f  
Annual Govt 
g r a n t .

•
Average o f  
hf<ad g ra n t .

per

2 8,000 Tk. 2 /0 0

*

L ib r a r ie s  in 24 g o v t ,  c o l l e g e s  h av ing  the scope o f  te a ch in g  Honours 

were a ls o  d e p l o r a b l e .  The f o l l o w in g  c h a r t  w i l l  show the r e a l  p i c t u r e  about

th e s e  l i b r a r i e s .

t
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1 3 ' ■ '4 5 6

Average o f  
s tu d en t

Average o f  
t e a c h e r s

Average o f  
area

Average o f  
per he ad 
space  o f  
205? s tu d e n ts

Average o f  
books

Ave r age o f  
books gen era 
l i t y  used

1700 65 2700 s q f . 7 s q f . 12,500 7 ,00 0

T 8 9
10 11

Average o f  
L ib r a r ia n

Average o f  
A s s t t .  L ib r a r ia n

Average o f  
C ata logu er

Average o f  
A s s t t .

Average o f  
C lass  TV 
em ployees

.3 5 .30 .1 5 1 1 .2

19 . in 14 *■
Average o f  
annual gran t

Average o f  per 
head annual g ra g t

Average o f  
per pead

books

6 , 000/00 3 .5 0 4 .1 2

The d e p lo y a b le  p o s i t i o n  o f  65 g o v t ,  degree  c o l l e g e s  l i b r a r i e s  are 

s t a t e d  in  the f o l l o w in g  c h a r t : -
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1 2 3 4 5 6

Average n o ,  
o f  s tu d e n t

Average Average 
t e a c h e r  Area

Average area  
o f  per s tu d en t  
2052

Average o f  
number o f  
books

Average o f  
books  gene
r a l l y  used

900 37 800 s f t . 4 . 4  s f t . 3000 2000

7 8 9 10

Average o f  
L ib r a r ia n

Average o f  
A s s t t .  l i b r a r i a n

Average o f  
c a ta lo g u e r

Average o f  
L ib r a r y  A ss tt

.20 .2 1 .10 .15

1 1 12 13 14

Average o f  
G lass  XV 
em ployees

Average o f  
annual grant

Average o f  per Average o f  
head annual g ra n t .  number o f  b o o k s .

1 .2 3 , 0 0 0 / - 3/00 2.2

Number o f  books shovn in  the A cc e ss io n  R e g is t r a r s  o f  the above l i b 

r a r i e s  vas n o t  a v a i la b le  in  the l i b r a r y .  Ther* was no l i s t  o f  books  l o s t .  

There „ a s  no p r o v i s i o n  o f  v ^ n g .  V ith  the in t r o d u c t i o n  o f  B e n g a l i  as th 

medium o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  many books v r i t t e n  in  E n g lish  v e r e  n o t  at a l l  u sed . 

So the number o f  books a c t u a l l y  used vas  v ery  sm all  In the l i b r a r i e s .

1
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There were 5X2 p r iv a t e  c o l l e g e s  In B angladesh . Thpre v e r e  no l i b 

r a r i e s  in  the t r u e  sen se  o f  the term in  90% o f  th ese  c o l l e g e s .  Thp r ^ s t  

\Q% c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  v e r e  a lso  in  p i t i a b l e  c o n d i t i o n .  T h is  p i c t u r e

i s  s t a t e d  be l o w : -

No. Average 
c o l l e g e s  N o .s t u 

dents  .

Average 
No.Te a- 
ch e rs

Average 
area  o f  
l i b r a r i e s

Average 
space  
per head

Av p t age 
number 
o f  books

Average o f  
N o . o f  books  

per head

Average o f  
TTo . o f  e f f i 
c i e n t  w or
ker 1n the 
1 1 b ra rv

H igher 500 
Secondary  

273

SO 150 s f t . .4  s f t . 600 1 .2 .01

Degree 700 
239

27 300 s f t . .5  s f t . 1,000 1 .4 .0 8

L i b r a r i e s  o f  ten  te a c h e r s  t r a i n in g  c o l l e g e  ve re  n o t  g e n e r a l ly  v ery  

u se d .  T h e ir  p i c t u r e  i s  g iv e n  b e l o v : -

n p a 4 * & v " 6
No
I n s t i t u t i o n

Average o f  
s tu d e n ts

Average o f  
te a c h e r s

Average o f  
space

Average o f  
space per 
head .

Average o f  
b o o k s .

10 288 15 1200 s f t . 4 .1 6  s f t . 7 ,200

7 8 9 10

Average o f  
books  used

Average o f  
books  per head

Average o f  
l i b r a r 1an

Average o f  
employees

4 ,0 0 0 1 1 .8

t
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The l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  typ os  end grades o f  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  

are s t a t e d  in  t h .  f o r e g o in g  c h a r t s ,  T h e i r  c o n s o l i d a t e d  p o s i t i o n  i s  again  b e in g

shovn be l o v : _____________________ _ _ ____  ______ _—
I n s -  Avera- Ave- Ave- Ave- Ave--  Ave- Ave- Ave^ ^ve^ ^
t i t u -  ge s t u -  ra ge  ra ge  rage  r a g ,  g E Asst> ca t f i_ efegtt< c i a _
t i o n .  d e n t s ,  t e a ; L g .  per n o . o f  f i n ^  J  ^  ^  TV

c space  F^r grant tu re  r a r i -  r a r l -  e r .  emplo
head per an. an. y e e .

s tu -

-S. J£_ J i . 12 13------ ---------

4 1 2G ov t .  4000 105 3000 3 .7  10 ,000  2 .5  8 , 0 0 0 / -  2 .0 0  .5  .5
U n iv e r -  s f t .  s f t .
s i t y  
c o l l e 
ges . _______________  _______ ________ _______
Degree 2700 65 2800 474 2 ,0 0 0  2 3 , 0 0 0 / -  3 .0 0  .27  .2 1  TlO 715 IT -
Hons. s f t .

Degree 900 37 800
sft.

4 . 4  2 ,00 0  2 3 ,0 0 0  3 .0 0  .27  .2 1  .10 .15  1 .20

Non-
G ovt.
Degree

700 27 300 2 .3  1 ,000  1 .4  1 , 0 0 0 / -  1 -42  .0 5  .02
sft.

.03

H igher 
Secon
d a r y

600 1 .2  7 0 0 / -  1 .4  .0 2

Te ach- 
e r  edu- 
c at Ion

S o u r c e :

500 20 150 • 3
s f t .

"288 15 1200 476 4 ,0 0 0  1 3 .8  5 0 0 / -  17 .3b  1  "
sft.

survey
Questionnaires c ir cu la te d ,  c n11. Fe L ^ b ra ry /R e g - j^ B S l  ( S h a f e r  »*■«■>" 

Choudhury, L ibrarian, Tltumir C o l le g e ) ,  e n l le fe  Library Sury; ^ ^

1982 (o ire c to ra te  o f  ^ c a t i o n ,  =»vt. o f  Bangladesh), L l b ^ S ^ L t e ^ - ^  
^  (Banglade.h Library A ssoc ia tion ),  personal d iscussion v lth  Vr.ShafK.ur

Choudhury, Librarian, O c t .  T1t ™ ir  C ollege , » * . .
i c i ,-r nq»s spon sored  by the L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o t  f e r e n c e  and N a t io n a l  S em inar ,1985 spon sorea  ,

B an gladesh .

4
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The a n a ly s i s  o f  the aforem entioned c h a r t s  por tra yed  th a t  the 

c o n d i t i o n  o f  l i b r a r i e s  o f  c o l l e g e s  were ex terem ly  d e p l o r a b l e .  N inety  

per c e n t  o f  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  had no separate  b u i l d i n g .  These were 

s i t u a t e d  in  one o r  two rooms o f  the c o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g .  The en v iro n 

ment o f  the l i b r a r y  w ith  no adequate a i r  and l i g h t  was extrem ely  

unhygenic  and d e t r a c t i n g .  Torn and worn ou t  books along with  new 

books were l o c k e d  in a lm irahs .  As there  was no r u le  o f  w eed ing ,  

th ese  o l d  and u s e l e s s  books were always found in  the l i s t .  In 98$ 

o f  l i b r a r i e s  th e re  were no adequate number texbooks  a c co rd in g  to  

the number o f  s tu d e n ts .  Annual grants  fo r  purchase o f  new books 

was a lso  q u i t e  i n s u f f i c i e n t .  I t  was not  p o s s i b l e  to  buy any book 

o f  c o l l e g e  l e v e l  at a c o s t  o f  l e s s  than taka ten on average .  But 

government grant  per year  f o r  c o l l e g e s  w ith  1500 students  was o h l y  

s i x  thousand ta k a s .  There was no p r o v i s i o n  f o r  purchase o f  j o u r n a ls  

i n  97% o f  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s .  These l i b r a r i e s  had no modern fu rn i tu r e  

and equipment.  90% o f  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  had o l d  fa sh ion ed  b i g  t a b l e s ,  

g l a s s  f r o n t  l o c k e d  almiras and broken c h a i r s .  There were no l i b r a r y  

t o o l s .  No card  c a ta lo g u e  was used in  these  l i b r a r i e s .

Among the n in e ty n in e  c o l l e g e s  th r e re  were posts  o f  c l a s s  I 

l i b r a r i a n  o n ly  in  t h i r t y  one l i b r a r i e s .  Only 17 posts  were f i l l e d  

in  upto 1983. The r e s t  o f  pos ts  were l y i n g  vacant  f o r  l a s t  8 y e a rs .  

Number o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  and para p r o f e s s i o n a l  employees were inade

q u a te .  There were no l i b r a r i a n ,  book  b i n d e r ,  c a t a lo g u e r  in  90$ 

c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s .  In o r d e r  to  manage l i b r a r i e s  o f  c o l l e g e s  having 

s tu d en ts  upto 1500, there  was the minimum requirement o f  one l i b 

r a r i a n ,  one a s s t ,  l i b r a r i a n ,  one c a t a l o g u e r ,  one l i b r a r y  a s s i s t a n t ,  

one book b in d e r  and two c l a s s  IV em ployees .  But even in  the itfniver- 

s i t y  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  these  s t a f f  was n ot  a v a i l a b l e .  There was 

no p r o v i s i o n  f o r  promotion o f  l i b r a r i a n s  and l i b r a r y  s t a f f  In these

c o l l e g e s .
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The p o s i t i o n  o f  -u n iv e r s i ty  l i b r a r i e s  were b e t t e r  than th a t  o f  c o l l e g e  

l i b r a r i e s .  The u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  as a v a i la b le  f ro n  the repu ted  

p r in t e d  s o u r c e s  i s  s t a t e d  b e l o w : -

1
--------- 4-------------------------- s----------

Name o f  
U n i v e r s i t y .

Number o f  books Humber o f  
te  a c h e r s .

■Number o f  
s tu d en ts

Average o f  books 
per s tu d e n t .

Dhaka 4 2 2 ,0 0 9  V o l .  
U h iv e r s i t y  3 0 ,0 0 0  MSS 

408 f o r e i g n  
Journ a ls

850 2 1 ,4 12 1 9 .7

J ah an g ir
nagar
U n iv e r s i t y

4 2 ,0 0 0 153 1570 2 6 .7

C h itta g on g
U n iv e r s i t y

106 ,178 85 10,983 9 .6

Bangladesh
A g r ic u l 
t u r a l
U n i v e r s i t y .

112,000  v o l s .  
485 cu r re n t  
p e r i o d i c a l s

380 3 ,54 3 3 1 .3

R ajshah i
U n iv e r s i t y

180 ,737  v o l s 369 10 ,223 17 .5

Bangladesh 
U n iv e r s i t y  
o f  E nginee
r in g  & Tech 
n o l o g y .

7 2 ,5 0 0  v o l s 275 2 ,6 4 1 2 7 .4

S o u r c e - .-  The W o r ld  o f  L e a r n in g  1 9 8 3 - 8 4 1 p p . 1 1 4 - 1 1 7 .

r n ^ n „ ait,h Year Book 1984, V o l . ,  A -B .pp. 167-211
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The scene o f  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  development though b e t t e r  than 

t h a t  o f  o th e r  academic l i b r a r i e s ,  i s  in  no way s a t i s f a c t o r y  in  r e s p e c t  

o f  s e r v i c e ,  c o l l e c t i o n ,  modern equipment,  and e t c .  Tn no l i b r a r y  there 

was the p os t  o f  Research L ib r a r ia n  and R e fe ren ce  L ib r a r ia n ,

The s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  in s p i t e  o f  recommendations f o r  deve

lopment in  the N a t io n a l  Education  Commissions and Committee r e p o r t s  

> bo th  during  Pakistan  Rule and Bangladesh i s  s t i l l  d e p l o r a b l e ,  Tt w i l l

n o t  be a b s o l u t e l y  f a l s e  i f  i t  i s  s ta te d  th a t  there  i s  no s c h o o l  l i b 

r a r y  s e r v i c e .  I t s  n e c e s s a r y  development in  near  fu tu re  i s  a lso  doubt

f u l .

There are about 125 s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  in  Bangladesh, most o f  these  

are a t tached  to  the government departm ents ,  autonomous b o d i e s ,  learned  

s o c i e t i e s  and r e se a rc h  i n s t i t u t e s .  They are e s t a b l i s h e d ,  o rg a n iz e d  

and adm in is tred  by t h e i r  parent o r g a n iz a t i o n s  to  meet s p e c i f i c  i n f o r -  

 ̂ mation re q u irem en ts .  Some l i b r a r i e s  in the f i e l d  o f  s c i e n c e  and s o c i a l

s c i e n c e  are q u i t e  l a r g e ,  b e t t e r  o rg a n iz e d  and w e l l  equipped and these

■ are a t tached  to  i n s t i t u t e s  and departments and mainly l o c a l i s e d  in

Dhaka, A l a r g e  number o f  l i b r a r i e s  were o r i g i n a t e d  a f t e r  the Emer

gence o f  Bangladesh .  The p ro g re ss  o f  many s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  i s  not  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  due to  l a c k  o f  proper  a t t e n t i o n  o f  the a u t h o r i t y .  How

e v e r  th ere  are some u s e f u l  l i b r a r i e s  such as Bangladesh I n s t i t u t e  o f  

Development S t u d ie s ,  Bangladesh Academy f o r  Rural Development, Bang

la d e s h  C o u n c i l  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  and I n d u s t r i a l  Research ,  Bangladesh A gr i 

c u l t u r a l  R esearch  C o u n c i l ,  Bangladesh Bank, Bangladesh Small and 

C ottage  I n d u s t r i e s  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  P ub l ic  A d m in is tra t ion  T ra in in g  Centre ,  

I n s t i t u t e  o f  B us iness  A d m in is t r a t io n ,  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Bangladesh S tu d ie s ,  

Atomic Energy C e n tre ,  Export  Promotion Bureau, Bangladesh Planning 

Commission, M i n i s t r y  o f  Fore ign  A f f a i r s ,  “M in i s t r y  o f  A g r ic u l tu r e  and

* N a t io n a l  Assembly.
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Most o f  the s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  are o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  type and 

they  are m o st ly  book  o r i e n t e d .  Books, p e r i o d i c a l s  and o th e r  docu

ments are n o t  p r o c e ss e d  in  the modern ways. The t e c h n i c a l  p ro ce 

s s in g  o f  in fo r m a t io n  and p r o v id in g  d i f f e r e n t  in fo rm a t io n  products  

and s e r v i c e s  such as in d e x in g ,  a b s t r a c t i n g ,  cu r re n t  awareness, 

c o o p e r a t i v e  in fo rm a t io n  and r e s t r o s p e c t i v e  search  are n o t  s a t i s 

f a c t o r y .  They have no l i n k  w ith  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  in fo rm a t io n  systems 

namely INIS, AGRIS, DEVSTS, POPTN, e t c .
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In  Chapter Four i t  was po inted  out  that  l i b r a r y  development 

p lanning  during  Pakistan  p e r io d  was n o t  upto the e x p e c t a t i o n .  A fte r  

the emergence o f  Bangladesh,  Government and l i b r a r y  e x p e r t s  no doubt 

paid  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s .  G o v t . - s p o n s o re d  

Five Year Plans made so many p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  the development o f  l i b 

r a r i e s .  The N a t io n a l  Education  Commission had one sepa ra te  and e x c l u 

s i v e  ch ap te r  on the l i b r a r y  developm ent.  The M a r t ia l  Law Committee- 

"Enam Committee" Report  gave new d i r e c t o n  towards the development o f  

n e t -w o r k  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  by amalgamating the 

Bangladesh Parishad with  the g o v t ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  system. The g o v t ,  

l a t e r  c o n s t i t u t e d  committees one a f t e r  another f o r  f i n d i n g  out  s o l u t i o n  

o f  problems f o r  improvement o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .  Of the three  commi

t t e e s ,  P r o f e s s o r  Dr. Kazi Din Muhammad's committee was v e ry  important 

and the l a s t  one i . e .  D r .Karim 's  Committee gave a v a lu a b le  r e p o r t  f o r  

the e f f i c i e n t  f u n c t i o n in g  o f  l i b r a r y  system in  the c o u n t r y ,

Among a l l  the recommendations s ta te d  e a r l i e r  the recommendations 

f o r  the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  Mosque-based l i b r a r i e s  and Thana P ubl ic  l i b -  

rary -cum -A uditor ium  are unique in  the h i s t o r y  o f  the l i b r a r y  d e v e lo p 

ment o f  the c o u n t r y .  Tn the meantime about 5000 Mosque-based l i b r a r i e s  

i n i t i a t e d  and sponsored by the I s la m ic  Foundation were s t a r t e d .

L ike  the Pakistan R u le ,  even tn Bangladesh,  l i b r a r y  development 

p lanning  were i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  in c o h e r e n t ,  and f u l l  o f  gaps ,  la p s e s ,a n d  

d e f i c i e n c i e s .  One plan had no l i n k  with preced ing  o n e s .  In  the pre

p a ra t i o n  o f  Report  the preced in g  plans were n o t  c o n s id e r e d .  Every 

development . plan was a 'peacem eal  p l a n ' .  Like Pakistan p e r i o d ,  

Bangladesh Govt ,  a lso  d id  not  c r e a t e  L ib r a r y  Commission. L ibrary  

Development was l y i n g  in  the hands o f  bure ar acr at s .  So i t s  speed was
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as slow as p o s s i b l e .  Though founda t ion  o f  the i n f r a - s t r u c t u r e  o f  

the  network o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s 1̂ !  aid with the merger o f  Bangla

desh Parishad with p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  y e t  i t s  su ccess  i s  f a r  beyond.

I t s  s u c c e s s  depends upon comprehensive ,  and d e t a i l e d  p lanning  and 
d e d i c a t i o n .

I t  i s  t ru e  that  l i b r a r y  development planning were d e f e c t i v e  but 

whatever plans were en v isaged  and framed, i f  f u l l y  implemented, the 

scene o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  would have been much improved 

i f  there  were fa v o u ra b le  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i o - e c o n o m ic t ’ f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  

in  the c o u n t r y .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  l i b r a r y  development in  the country  c o u ld  

n o t  g e t  f u l l  sup port  from the l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  The l i b r a r y  Asso

c i a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  do anything so g r e a t  and t a n g ib le  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

developm ent .

The l a c k  o f  proper  s ta tu s  o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r i a n s ,  l a c k  o f  

l i b r a r y  o r i e n t e d  e d u c a t i o n ,  l a c k  o f  re a d in g  h a b i t ,  l a c k  o f  l i b r a r y  

development agency,  mass i l l i t e r a c y ,  apathy o f  the p o l i t i c i a n s ,  and 

s o c i a l  l e a d e r s ,  l a c k  o f  mass p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  frequ ent  change o f  g o v t ,  

w ith  change o f  p o l i c i e s ,  c o r r u p t i o n  e t c .  c o n t r i b u t e d  un fav ourab ly  

towards the im plementat ion  o f  the plans and schemes r e s u l t i n g  in  

r e t a r d e d ,  s low and t w is te d  development.  Tt i s  s u r p r i s in g  th a t  the 

above mentioned schemes and plans l i k e  those  made during  Pakistan 

p e r io d  f a i l e d  to  put emphasis on c o l l e g e ,  u n i v e r s i t y  and s p e c i a l  

l i b r a r i e s  and they l im i t e d  t h e i r  thoughts  and a c t i o n  on p u b l i c  l i b 

r a r i e s  and n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s .  The es ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  N a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  

was a m atter  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  and c o n t r o v e r s i e s  during  24 

y ea rs  o f  PakistHn p e r i o d .  However a f t e r  the emergence o f  Bangladesh 

that  problem was s o lv e d  and a f i n a l  p r o j e c t  was taken up f o r  the 

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  in  Dhaka and the same was in the 

p r o c e ss  o f  im plem entat ion .  The r e h a b i l i t a t i o n s  o f  the C entra l  p u b l i c  

l i b r a r y  and the  e s ta b l i s h m e n t /  development o f  D i v i s i o n a l  P u b l i c  L ib 

r a r i e s  was com p le ted .
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We have so fa r  d i s c u s s e d  the development a c t i v i t e s / P l a n  f o r  

development o f  l i b r a r i e s  o f  a l l  types  in  Bangladesh from i t s  emer

gence .  But b e f o r e  f i n i s h i n g  t h i s  Chapter i t  i s  w or th -w h i le  to  d i s 

cuss  in  n u t s h e l l  the machinery behind p r o c e s s in g  each and every  r e c o 

m m endat ion /proposa l  in to  p r o je c t s / s c h e m e s  f o r  e x e c u t i o n .  As such we 

must say a few sentences  on the planning m achiner ies  as d i s c u s s e d  

b e l o w : 

' P lanning  Machinery in  Bangladesh
3 1 4

Planning had a long  h i s t o r y  in  pre - independence  Bangladesh.  The 

P ak istan  Planning Commission came to  occupy  an important p la ce  in  e c o 

nomic d e c i s i o n  making In P a k is ta n .  I t s  s ta tu s  and importance was i n d i 

c a t e d  by the f a c t  th a t  the P res id en t  o f  Pakistan h i m s e l f  was the C ha ir -  
3 1 6

man o f  the Planning Commission. The l e a d e r s h ip  in  Bangladesh i h m  r e 

membered t h a t  the Pakistan Planning Commission had p layed  an important 

a d v is o ry  r o l e  in  d e c id in g  the a l l o c a t i o n  o f  investment  r e s o u r c e s  b e t 

ween “Bast and West P ak is ta n .  In  the mid-1950s the Awami League had

been b r i e f l y  in  power in  the p r o v i n c i a l  government o f  P ak is ta n .  Tt was
3 1 6

then th a t  a p r o v i n c i a l  Planning Board was e s t a b l i s h e d .  Tt was seen as 

an im portant  instrum ent f o r  fo rm ula t in g  investment programmes and f o r  

n e g o t i a t i n g  w ith  the c e n t r a l  government o f  Pakistan f o r  an adequate 

share o f  the f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i la b le  to  be used f o r  the d e v e lo p 

ment o f  East  P a k is ta n .  The Board undertook  the ta sk  o f  ap p ra is in g  and 

 ̂ e v a lu a t in g  East P ak is tan  development p r o j e c t  which f e l i  below a c e r t a i n

s i z e .  Thus, in  the l i g h t  o f  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  the p o l i t i c a l

314.  W a te rs to n ,  A lb e r t .  Planning in  Pa.kl s t a n ,  B a l t im o re :  Economic 
Development I n s t i t u t e - I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Bank f o r  R e c o n s t r u c t io n  and 
Development,  The Johns Hopkins P re ss ,  1963. pages v a r i e s .

315 .  I b i d . . p. 77.

31 6 . I b i d . . pp. 2 7 -2 8 .
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l e a d e r s h i p  was g e n e r a l l y  aware o f  the need to e s t a b l i s h  a p lanning

machinery in  Bangladesh .  Tn f a c t ,  the Planning Commission which was
317

e s t a b l i s h e d  in  January 1972, had i t s  embryonic  s t a r t ,  at l e a s t  c o n -
318

c e p t u a l l y  i f  n o t  in  the f u l l  o p e r a t i o n a l  s e n s e ,  in the Planning Board 

which was e s t a b l i s h e d  in  the Mujlbnagar Government, t h a t  i s  the gover 

n m e n t - i n - e x i l e  which vas  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  Tndia during  the war o f  inde 

pendence .  The Planning C e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  during  the war o f  l i b e r a t i o n  

was mainly concerned  w ith  fo rm ula t in g  a programme, both  p h y s i c a l  and

f i n a n c i a l ,  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  the economy o f
319

p o s t - in d e p e n d e n ce  Bangladesh.  One o f  the f i r s t  tasks  o f  the Prime

M i n i s t e r ,  on h i s  re tu rn  from pr ison  in  Pakistan to  head the new Govern

ment o f  Bangladesh ,  was to  e s t a b l i s h  the Planning Commission and to  

a ppo in t  the Deputy Chairman and member o f  the Commission, who were 

asked t o  work out  the o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  and the fu n c t i o n s  o f  

the Planning Commission.

One o f  the most important  fu n c t i o n s  o f  the Planning Commission

was to  prepare  the annual and lon g e - te rm  plans in c l u d in g  the 5 -y e a r

and p r e s p e c t i v e  p lans .  I t  was to  be a C e n tra l  Agency f o r  c o - o r d i n a t i o n

o f  economic  p o l i c i e s ,  both  sh o r t  and long  term, which were to  be under-
320

taken by v a r io u s  f.r m i n i s t r i e s .  The Govt,  c r e a te d  N a t io n a l  Economic

491

317.  I s la m .  Nurul .  D eve lopment Planning in  Bangladesh- ~Ayi:-ŵ yyV\v5^
A s tudy  in  Pol i t i c a l .  Economy. U n i v e r s i t y  Press L im ite d ,  1979 
P * 40* *

318 .  M uhit ,  A.M.A. Bangladesh-Emergence o f  a N a t i o n . Dacca: Bangladesh 
Books I n t e r n a t i o n a 1 L im ite d ,  1978, pp. 256-258 .  The Board was 
headed by P r o f .  Dr. M uzaf far  Ahmed Choudhury, e x .  V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  
o f  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Dacca. Other members o f  the Board were P r o f .  
Mash a r r a f  Ho sain o f  Rajshahi  U n i v e r s i t y ,  P r o f e s s o r  Sarwar Murshed 
Khan, P r o f .  Anisur Rahman e t c .

319.  I b i d .

320. "O rg a n isa t io n  o f  the Bangladesh Planning Commission'1 a c i r c u l a r
r ™ ? 8 the ca;binet  D i v i s i o n , M in i s t r y  o f  Cabinet  A f f a i r s ,

Bangladesh .  See a lso  Alamgir,  Muhiuddin. Development
Studi  s 1980 66 ’ DaCCa UniversJi t y : Centre f o r  S o c i a l
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C o u n c i l  (NEC) c o n s i s t i n g  o f  the main economic  m in i s t r y  o f  the c a b in e t  

and headed by the Prime M i n i s t e r  to  serve  as economic  m in i - c a b i n e t  

f o r  d e l i b e r a t i o n  o f  economic  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  and f o r  the approva l  o f  

the development p r o j e c t .  The Planning Commission vas to  serve  as i t s  

s e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  major economic  p o l i c y  q u e s t io n s  and f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  

the a p p r a i s a l  o f  development p r o j e c t  and programmes by the NEC. There 

v e r e  10 d i v i s i o n s  in  the Planning Commission each handed by a C h i e f ,  

e n j o i n i n g  the s ta tu s  o f  the S e cre ta ry  o f  the Govt, o f  Bangladesh.  The 

Planning Commission vas  not  immune from i n t e r s e r v i c e  r i v a l r i e s  and 

c o n f l i c t s  e x i s t i n g  e lsew here  in  the  a d m in is t r a t i o n .  I t  s u f f e r e d  from 

shorta ge  o f  s t a f f  r i g h t  from 1971 t o  1982. T h is  was s p e c i a l l y  acute 

in  the case  o f  the s o c i a l  s e c t o r s .  One o f  the important dem erits  

o f  the Planning Commission vas  that  the l i k e s  and d i s l i k e s  as w e l l  

as t r u s t  and c o n f i d e n c e  o f  the Prime M i n i s t e r  played the most impor

ta n t  r o l e  in  shaping the cou rse  even ts  in  the process  o f  development.  

As a r e s u l t  development vas n ot  harmonious in a l l  s e c t o r s  caus ing  

misuse o f  r e s o u r c e s .

The p resent  M a r t i a l  Lav Govt,  r e o r g a n is e d  the s e t  up o f  the 

Planning Commission as stat&d in the f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t .  The M in i s t r y  

o f  Planning has been merged w ith  the M i n i s t r y  o f  Finance f o r  b e t t e r  

c o o r d i n a t i o n  and implementat ion  o f  a l l  development programmes.

4
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CHAPTER: g j x

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS MD 
LIBRARY PLANNING

P r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and l i b r a r y  planning

The Pakistan L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  formed in  1954 o rg a n iz e d  i t s
1

f i r s t  annual Conference  in Karachi in  1958. The Conference s t r e s s e d  

the need f o r  improving the l i b r a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  in  the cou n try  by in v o 

king the a s s i s t a n c e  o f  the government as w e l l  as the gen era l  p u b l i c ,

and e n l i s t i n g  the support  o f  the e d u c a t i o n i s t s  and the p h i la n t h r o p h i s t  

Imbutied w ith  the s p i r i t  o f  s e l f - h e l p ,  the l i b r a r i a n s  met f o r  the Se

cond Conference  in Peshawar in 1959, which was more r e a l i s t i c  in i t s  

approach to  the problems c o n f r o n t in g  the p r o f e s s i o n .  The Conference 

recommended f o r  undertaking  a survey so th a t  a phased programme o f  

l i b r a r y  development in  Pakistan  co u ld  be drawn up. This  Conference 

a lso  emphasised the need f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a l i b r a r y  Journal  and

b r in g in g  about the a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  to  the n a t l o -
2

n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

The T h ird  Conference  h e ld  in Dacca in  1960 was a landmark in the 

h i s t o r y  o f  the A s s o c i a t i o n  in  as much as the A s s o c ia t i o n  succeeded 

in  b r in g in g  a l l  the r e g i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t o g e t h e r .

The "'Sast Pakistan (now Bangladesh) L ibrary  A s s o c ia t i o n  had i t s  

f i r s t  Conference  j o i n t l y  w ith  the Third Annual Conference o f  the 

Pakistan L ib r a r y  A ssoc ia t ion (P L A )  between December 2 4 -2 8 ,  I960 in 

Dhaka. This  c o n fe r e n c e  suggested  the f o l l o w in g  development progra -

1. Pakistan L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  P roceed ings  o f  the 4th Annual
C o n fe re n ce :  December 2 6 -2 8 .  1961. Lahore:  Pakistan L ib ra ry  Asso
c i a t i o n ,  1962, p. 5.

2. Ib id .
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mmes:- ' 1 .  Estab l ishm en t  o f  two branches o f  N a t ion a l  Book Centres-  

one in  Dacca and the o th e r  in  K arach i .  (2 )  S im p l i f y in g  the procedure 

o f  l i c e n c e ,  r e l e a s e  o f  f o r e i g n  exchange and r e l a x a t i o n  o f  customs 

r e g u la t i o n s  in favour  o f  b ook s ,  j o u r n a ls  and e d u c a t i o n a l  aids  In the 

i n t e r e s t  o f  e d u ca t i o n  and s c h o l a r s h i p .  (3 )  Appointment o f  L ib ra ry  

Committee o f  e x p e r t s  composed o f  e d u c a t i o n i s t s ,  l i b r a r i a n s  and s o c i a l  

s c i e n t i s t s  f o r  fo rm u la t in g  the n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  

development in the country  and a d v is in g  g o v t ,  on the implementation 

o f  such a p o l i c y .  (4 )  Adoption o f  p i l o t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  p r o j e c t  In 

Pakistan  with  the h e l p  o f  UNESCO. (5 )  O rg a n is a t io n  o f  Groups o f  Friends 

o f  L i b r a r i e s  at important u n i t s  o f  Pakistan f o r  c r e a t i n g  awareness o f  

and support  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  and a lso  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  funds ,  books and 

equipment f o r  improvement and expansion o f  e x i s t i n g  l i b r a r i e s .  (6) 

O rg an is in g  a N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  Week at a s u i t a b l e  time e v ery  year  in  

o r d e r  to  promote l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in the c o u n try .  (7 )  Immediate e s t a b 

l ishm ent  o f  N a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  on a sound f o o t i n g  -with a s trong  B i b l i o 

g r a p h i c a l  U n it .  (8 )  Estab l ishm ent  o f  f u l l - f l e d g e d  Department o f  L ib ra ry  

S c ie n ce  in  each u n i v e r s i t y .  (9 )  Improvement o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  (1 0 )  O f f e r i n g  the p o s i t i o n  o f  P r o f e s s o r  to  the  L ib r a r ia n  

o f  the U n iv e r s i t y  L ib r a r y .  (11)  E s t a b l i s h i n g  tvo B i b l i o g r a p h i c  U n it s ,

One in  C e n tra l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y ,  Dacca and the o th e r  in the Punjab L ib r a r y ,  

Lahore .  (12)  Appointment o f  a Committee to  formulate standard s p e c i f i 

c a t i o n s  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  in s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  in regard  to  t h e i r  s t o c k ,  

p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  reader  accommodation, opening hours and so on .

(13)  Appointment o f  a Committee f o r  the p re p a ra t io n  o f  a workable  

ad ap ta t ion  o f  the Dewey Decimal C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system r e l a t i n g  to

3

3 .  M irdah ,  Abdur Rahman. "Fourteen years  o f  L ib r a r ia n s h i p  in East 
P a k is ta n ,  19 5 2 -6 5 " ,  I n ; Pakistan L i b r a r ia n s h i p ;  1 9 6 3 -6 4 . Dacca: 
Pakistan L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1965, p . 40.
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m a t e r i a l s  on I s la m ,  P ak is ta n ,  languages and l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a t e d  to 

Islam and P a k is t a n 1. In the Fourth Conference  h e ld  in Lahore in  1961 

under the j o i n t  ausp ices  o f  the Pakistan L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  and the 

West P ak istan  L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  u s e f u l  papers r e l a t i n g  to  a l l  as

p e c t s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  were read and the d i s c u s s i o n  thereon  v e re  very  

p o s i t i v e  in  approach. The c o n fe r e n c e  gave emphasis upon need f o r  l i b 

ra ry  s u r v e c y s ,  l i b r a r y  s ta n d ard s ,  o r g a n is in g  L ib ra ry  Weeks, and e s t a b -
4

l ishm ent  o f  the n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y .

I t  f u r t h e r  recommended (1 )  R a is ing  the s ta tu s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s .  (2)

To s i m p l i f y  fu r th e r  the procedure in v o lv e d  in the opening  o f  L e t t e r s  

o f  C ra d it  in o b t a i n in g  f o r e i g n  exchange and in g e t t i n g  customs r e l e a s e ,  

(3 )  Enactment o f  L ib r a r y  L e g i s l a t i o n .  (4 )  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  the East 

Pakistan  C e n tra l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  in a s u i t a b l e  b u i l d i n g .  (5 )  Recommending 

f o r  a p r o g r e s s iv e  p o l i c y  o f  p r o v id in g  adequate funds

f o r  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s u i t a b l e  l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g ,  f u n c t i o n a l l y  planned 

under e x p e r t  a d v i c e .  (6 )  P rov id in g  adequate s t a f f  in  each and every  

l i b r a r y .  (7 )  Recommending s ta n d a r d is a t io n  o f  the s y l l a b i  o f  c o u r s e s

in  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  in d i f f e r e n t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  Pakistan and to  persuade 

the  u n i v e r s i t i e s  to  p lace  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  course  on a s t a b le  b a s i s .  (8 )

The Conference  urged on the e d u c a t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  to  take s te p s  f o r  

t h e :  Ca) P r o v i s i o n  o f  v h o l e - t i m e  l i b r a r i a n s  f o r  s c h o o l s ;  (b )  Sanct ion  

o f  more book  funds;  ( c )  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  o f f e r e d  by

l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  l i b r a r i a n s ;  (d )  O rgan is ing  workshops 

and s h o r t - t e r m  co u r s e s  in  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  f o r  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  under the 

a eg is  o f  Education  Extens ion  Centres;  ( e )  O rganis ing  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  and

496

4 .  I b id .
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mobile  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  to  e lem entary  s c h o o l s  which can n o t  have 

l i b r a r i a n s  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  ( 9 ) B u i ld in g  up arch ives  at s u i t a b l e  p o in ts  

and museums in  s c h o o l s ,  C o l l e g e ,  U n i v e r s i t i e s  and a l l  m unic ipa l  towns.

The Conference  a l so  recommended to the C ounci l  o f  Newspapers to  

b r in g  out  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s p e c i a l  numbers and supplements o f  t h e i r  p e r i 

o d i c a l s  on the r o l e  o f  books and l i b r a r i e s  in the N a t io n a l  R econstruc 

t i o n .  The Conference  recommended to the D i r e c t o r -G e n e r a l  o f  Radio 

P ak istan  th a t  a s e r i e s  l i k e  those  s t y l e d "  Meet your f a v o u r i t e  s t a r s "  

and such o th e r  o c c a s i o n a l  r a d io  programmes be o r g a n is e d  f o r  in t r o d u c in g  

l e a d in g  l i b r a r i a n s ,  p u b l i s h e r s ,  book s e l l p r s  e t c .  1n o r d e r  to c re a te

awaren e s s  among our  people  about the importance and r o l e  o f  these 
5

g r o u p s .

The F i f t h  Annual Conference  o f  the Pakistan L ib rary  A s s o c ia t i o n  

h e l d  j o i n t l y  w ith  the Second Conference  o f  East Pakistan L ib r a r y  Asso

c i a t i o n  in  Dacca from January 5 - 8 ,  1962, proposed the es ta b l i shm ent  

o f  one p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  in  the headquarters  o f  each d i s t r i c t .  I t  a lso  

recommended the es ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  p i l o t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  in c o - o p e r a t i o n  

w ith  the UNESCO and the c r e a t i o n  o f  two B i b l i o g r a p h i c  Units  one in 

Dacca and the second in Lahore .  The Conference  recommended that  l i b r a 

r ia n s  and l i b r a r y  workers  should be equated with those  o f  t ea ch e rs  o f

d i f f e r e n t  grades o f  e d u c a t i o n .  The Conference  a lso  recommended the
6

es ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  Dacca branch o f  the N a t io n a l  Book Centre .

The S ix th  Annual C on ference7o f  the Pakistan L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t i o n  

h e l d  on and from the 26th March 1965 in  Lahore urged the p r o v i n c i a l  

governments to  adopt the  f o l l o w i n g  schemes f o r  implementation during 

the Th ird  Five Year P l a n : -

5 .  H u l b e r t , J .A .  " L i b r a r i e s  in  the Far E ast :  East P ak is tan ,  Development 
a f t e r  P a r t i t i o n " ,  L ib r a r y  J o u r n a l , LXXXVTT, p . 341.

6 .  0 £ . C i t .  3 ,  P .40 .

7 .  o p .  C l t . 5.
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L e v e l

1. P r o v i n c i a l

V e s t  Pakistan

Establ ishment  
o f  one p r o v in 
c i a l  l i b r a r y  
( g o v t . )

East Pakistan

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  
Centra l  P u b l ic  
L i b r a r y ,  Dacca.

Remarks

These two l i b r a 
r i e s  should be 
d es ig n ated  as 
d e p o s i t o r y  L ibra 
r i e s  under the 
Copyr ight  Ordi
nance ,  1962.

2 .  D i v i s i o n a l Establ ishm ent  
o f  one g o v t ,  
p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  
at each d i v i 
s i o n a l  head
q u a rters  .

Establishment 
o f  D i v i s i o n a l  
L ib r a r y  at R aj-  
shahi and expan
s io n  o f  those  at 
C hittagong and 
Khulna.

These l i b r a r i e s  
should serve  as 
zona l  l i b r a r i e s .

3 .  D i s t r i c t Establ ishm ent  
o f  one g o v t ,  
p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  
at each d i s t r i c t  
headquarter**.

The same as f o r  
West Pakistan

E xc lud ing  towns 
which are at the 
same time head
q u ar ters  a l s o .

The same as f o r  
Vest  Pakistan

c a p i t a l  grants  to  
non g o v t ,  p u b l i c  
l i b r a r i e s .

4 .  A l l  l e v e l s  P r o v i s i o n  o f
fund f o r  r e g u la r  
g r a n t - i n - a i d  and

P r o v is io n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  - d o -  
fo r  t r a i n i n g  o f  l i b r a r 
ians o f  s c h o o l s ,  C o l le g e  
and P u b l ic  L i b r a r i e s .

Creat ion  o f  a D i r e c -  - d o -
t o r a t e  o f  L i b r a r i e s .

V. Secondary S ch oo l  L ib r a r y  S e c t o r :
Improvement o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s . "

The Conference  recommended the f o l l o w i n g  development Schemes 

f o r  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s : -
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(a )  A good s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  b u i l d i n g ,  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  in the 

campus as fa r  as p o s s i b l e ,  w ith  p r o v i s i o n  and scope f o r  fu ture  expan

s i o n  on three  s i d e s . ( c la s s - r o o m  demension not  s u i t a b l e  f o r  l i b r a r y -  

cum-reading room accommodation),  (b )  One t ra in e d  graduate l i b r a r i a n  

w ith  the s t a t u s  o f  a t r a in e d  graduate t e a c h e r ,  one a s s i s t a n t  and one 

a t ten da n t ,  ( c )  A non- re cu r  r in g  lump grant f o r  r e f e r e n c e  books and f o r  

enrichment o f  the e x i s t i n g  s t o c k .  (8 )  An enhanced book grant  keep ing  in

*  view the s i z e  o f  the s c h o o l  p op u la t ion  and the need o f  the d i v e r s !  fed

c o u r s e s .

The Conference  recommended that  the same p r o v i s i o n s  as mentioned 

in  the case  o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  should  bo made f o r  c o l l e g e s  w ith  the 

d i f f e r e n c e  th a t  the s ta tu s  o f  the l i b r a r i a n  o f  a Degree C o l le g e  should 

n o t  be below th a t  o f  a P r o f e s s o r ,  no t  c e r t a i n l y  below th a t  o f  a l e c t u 

r e r  in  the i n i t i a l  years  and that  there  should be at l e a s t  one A s s is ta n t  

L i b r a r i a n ,  two a s s i s t a n t s  and two at tendants .

}  The Conference  r e i t e r a t i n g  i t s  r e s o l u t i o n s  adopted in  the e a r l i e r

c o n f e r e n c e s  and urg ing  upon the government o f  Pakistan f o r  (a )  e x p e d i 

t in g  the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  two N a t io n a l  L i b r a r i e s  in  the two wings o f  

P ak is ta n ;  (b )  the en forcem ent  o f  the Copyright  Ordinance o f  Pak istan ,  

1962; ( c )  s e t t i n g  up the n e c e s s a r y  machinery f o r  the c o m p i la t io n  and 

p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  cu r re n t  N a t io n a l  B ib l i o g r a p h y  o f  P ak is tan ;  (d )  appo inting  

a Commission to  r e p o r t  to  g o v t ,  on l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  o b t a i n i n g  in  Pakis -  

 ̂ tan and t o  make recommend at 1 ons f o r  improvement, and (e )  undertaking

l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a network o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  throughout 

the cou n try  down to  the v i l l a g e  l e v e l  recommended the f o l l o w i n g : - ’ (1 )

a good f u n c t i o n a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  accommodation with n e c e s s a r y  safeguards  

prov id ed  in the des ign  o f  the b u i l d i n g  a g a in st  l o s s  o f  books and s e t t i n g

4
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up o f  a Documentation Centre f o r  S o c i a l  S c ie n ce s  and Humanities on 

the pattern  o f  the PANSDOC with n e c e s s a r y  branches in  d i f f e r e n t  parts  

o f  the cou n try ,T h e  Conference  requested  the zonal  C ounci ls  o f  the 

A s s o c ia t i o n  to  undertake the task  o f  drawing up standards o f  l i b r a r i a n s  

o f  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s ,  t h e i r  accommodation, s t a f f ,  b o o k s to c k  e t c .

The Conference  fu r th p r  recommended f o r  the review o f  the  s a la r y  s c a le s  

o f  l i b r a r i a n s  o f  g o v t ,  departm ents ,  autonomous b o d i e s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s 

t i t u t i o n s  and so on w ith  a view to  removing the anomalies and g iv in g
,8

the l i b r a r i a n s  the s ta tu s  and emoluments th a t  they can r i g h t l y  c la im .  

C o l le g e  L ib r a r y  Seminar-1965

Between A p r i l  2 6 -2 8 ,  1965 a T hree -days  Seminar on ' 'C o l leg e  L ib 

r a r y ;  t h e i r  present  problems and g u id e l in e s  fo r  fu tu re  development"  

h e l d  under the  au sp ices  o f  USTS, Dacca in c o n ju n c t i o n  with  the ^ast  

Pakistan  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  recommended f o r  the improvement o f  s ta tu s
Q

o f  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i a n s  and g ran t in g  them the s ta tu s  o f  f a c u l t y  members. 

P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  Seminar-1966

J o i n t l y  arranged by the ^ast  Pakistan L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  and the 

B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l  L ib r a r y  from 7th to  10th February,  1966 at the Dacca 

U n iv e r s i t y  L ib r a r y  Auditorium and B r i t i s h  C ounci l  auditor ium and opened 

by J u s t i c e  Syed Mahboob M urshld ,  the then C h ie f  J u s t i c e ,  High Court I t  

recommended f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in then the p r o v in c e .

In h i s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  ad d ress ,  l a t e  Mr. Abdus Salam, E d i t o r ,  Paklstan 

O bserver  advocated  f o r  b r in g in g  about a compromise between government 

i n i t i a t i v e  and p u b l i c  c o - o p e r a t i o n  f o r  o r d e r l y  development o f  pu b l i c  

l i b r a r i e s .  ^

8 .  Pakistan  L lb r a r la n s h l P :  1 9 6 3 -6 4 . Dacca: Pakistan L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
1965, P .41 .

9 .  o p . c i fe . 3 ,  p, 43 .

1 0 .Need f o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  deve lopm ent , Dacca:  ^ as t  Pakistan L ib ra ry  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1966, p . 21.
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Seminar op "Role  o f  L ib r a r i e s  in the Promotion o f  N a t io n a l i s m "

On 28th and 29th O c to b e r ,  1966 a seminar on the above t o p i c  

h e ld  in  Dacca under the i n i t i a t i v e  o f  the ^ast  Pakistan  L ib r a r y  Asso

c i a t i o n  s t r e s s e d  the need f o r  the e s ta b l i sh m en t  o f  more and more l i b 

r a r i e s  f o r  the promotion o f  n a t i o n a l i s m .

Seminar on L ib r a r y  C o - o p e r a t i o n .  1967

Under the au sp ices  o f  ^ast  Pakistan L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t i o n  and the 

B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l ,  a Seminar on the above t o p i c  was h e ld  on 26th ^arch  

1967. The f i r s t  s e s s i o n  was addressed by Mr. F,G.B. H utch ings ,  the then 

P re s id e n t  o f  the B r i t i s h  L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  The Seminar suggested  

a plan f o r  " I n t e r - L i b r a r y  C o - o p e r a t i o n 1' in  the then East Pakistan.  

Seminar on "Emergent problems o f  the Book world in P a k is ta n ” -1967 

A two-day Seminar on the above s u b j e c t  was h e ld  from 21 to  22 

November 1967. The seminar recommended f r e e  f low o f  books and jo u rn a ls  

from abroad,  p r o d u ct io n  o f  books in Pakistan and supply o f  p a p e r , in k ,

types  e t c .  and o t h e r  read ing  m a te r ia ls  at reasona b le  p r i c e .  The book
"l 1trade  was recommended to  be regarded  as in d u s try  f o r  a l l  purposes .

T hird  Annual Conference o f  EPLA

The Third  Annual Conference o f  East Pakistan L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  

h e ld  in  Dacca on November 2 3 ,  1967 recommended: 1. a programme f o r  the 

development o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  a programme with d e f in e d  o b j e c t i v e s  and 

t a r g e t s .  (2 )  g ra n t in g  l i b e r a l  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  money f o r  l i b r a r i e s  1n 

m o f f u s s i l  areas f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .  (3 )  g iv in g  

formal r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  the L ibrary  A s s o c ia t i o n  by g o v t ,  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .

Seminar on Development o f  L ib r a r i e s  in  East Pak is tan :__a_Study—and—an
e v a l u a t i o n :  1969

A th r e e  day Seminar on the above t o p i c  was o rg a n is e d  by the

H .  Some emergent problems o f  book world  in P a k is t -n  D a ^ s . 
East Pakistan  L ibrary  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 9 b V p . 37.  *
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East  Pakistan  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  in  Dacca from 1st  t o  3rd August 

1969. The Seminar recommended the  es ta b l i sh m en t  o f  two N a t io n a l  L ib 

r a r i e s  on a war emergency f o o t i n g ,  one in  Islamabad and o th er  in  

Dacca. I t  a l s o  recommended f o r  the development o f  o th e r  ty p es  o f  

l i b r a r i e s .
The 8th Annual c o n fe r e n c e  o f  Pakistan L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  held  

i n  Karachi between January 2 1 -2 4 ,  1971 recommended the f o l l o w i n g  

f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  the whole o f  P ak is ta n :  form ation  

o f  a High-powered Board f o r  l i b r a r i e s ;  s e t t i n g  up d i r e c t o r a t e s  o f  

l i b r a r i e s  i n  the p r o v in c e s  w ith  n e c e s s a r y  l e g a l  a u th o r i ty  and a l l o 

c a t i o n  o f  adequate funds f o r  l i b r a r i e s ;  e x p e d i t i n g  the e s ta b l i sh m en t  

o f  two N a t io n a l  L i b r a r i e s  f o r  two wings o f  Pakistan  and the e s t a b l i 

shment o f  another l i b r a r y  o f  the  s ta tu s  o f  the L iaquat  Memorial L ib 

r a r y ,  K arach i ;  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  P ak istan  N a t io n a l  BlbJ.lo^raphi, at l e a s t  

on a q u a r t e r l y  b a s i s ;  e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  two Documentation C e n t r a  f o r  

Humanities and S o c i a l  S c ience  in  two wings o f  P ak is ta n ;  s e t t i n g  up 

two N a t io n a l  S c ience  l i b r a r i e s  i n  the two wings o f  the c o u n t r y ;  gran

t i n g  g r e a t e r  amount o f  f o r e i g n  exchange fo r  import  o f  r e s e a r c h  mate

r i a l s *  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s e t t i n g  standards fo r  l i b r a r i e s  i n  C o l le g e s  and 

u n i v e r s i t i e s ;  s e t t i n g  up and m ain ta in ing  l i b r a r i e s  by the m unic ipa l  

and l o c a l  b o d i e s ;  enactment o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  by the 

p r o v i n c i a l  g o v t ,  w i th  a p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a l i b r a r y  t a x ;  r a i s i n g  the 

1 pay s c a l e s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s ;  s e t t i n g  up r e se a rc h  l i b r a r i e s  by the c o 

m m erc ia l ,  i n d u s t r i a l  and t e c h n o l o g i c a l  agenc ies  in  the  areas o f  

t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n ;  making p r o v i s i o n  f o r  rev iew ing  each and every  scheme 

f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  development by the p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i b r a r i a n s  t o  o f f e r  

t h e i r  views on the  l i b r a r y  a s p e c ts  o f  the schemes; g iv in g  the s ta tu s
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o f  p r o f e s s o r  to  the u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i a n s  o f  d i s t in g u i s h e d  c a r e e r ;

drawing up a Charter  o f  R ights  and o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  l i b r a r i e s  on the

model o f  the B i l l  o f  R ights  o f  the  American L ibrary  Association.

These were undoubted ly  v ery  important f i e l d s  r e q u i r i n g  development.

But b e f o r e  ta k in g  any s te p  f o r  implementation  Bangladesh em°rged as

an independent s t a t e  o n ly  a f t e r  few months o f  the c o n f e r e n c e .

With the emergence o f  Bangladesh as an independent cou n try  in

1971, the East Pakistan  L ib rary  A s s o c i a t i o n  was named as L ibrary

A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Bangladesh (LAB). Due t o  l a c k  o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n  among

l i b r a r i a n s  and l i b r a r y  minded p erso n s ,  as many as nine  o t h e r  l i b r a r y
12

a s s o c i a t i o n s  came in t o  e x i s t a n c e .  These are ( i )  Bangladesh L ibrary  

C o u n c i l ;  ( i i )  Ra jshahi  d i s t r i c t  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t i o n ;  ( i i i )  Bangladesh 

M e d i c a l  L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  ( i v )  Sy lhet  Z i l a  Granthagar Samity; (v )

Bangladesh S o c i e t y  f o r  the Advancement o f  In form at ion  S c i e n c e s ;  ( v i )  

L ib ra ry  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  C h i t tag on g ;  ( v l i )  Khulna D i s t r i c t  L ibrary  Asso

c i a t i o n ;  ( v i i i )  Bangladesh Government L ib ra r ia n s  Association(BANGLA) 

and ( i x )  I s la m ic  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t i o n  (TLA) } 30 f  the above mentioned nine 

l i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  none o f  them e x c e p t  the I s la m ic  L ib ra ry  Asso

c i a t i o n  had any important r o l e  o r  a c t i v i t y  In the f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  

p lann ing  and development In the c o u n try .

Fourth C onference

The Fourth Conference and seminar on " L ib r a r i e s  in N a t io n a l  

Development" o r g a n is e d  by the L ib rary  A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  Bangladesh was 

h e l d  a f t e r  Emergence o f  Bangladesh at the Teacher  Student Centre ,

12. H o s s a in ,  Serwar, "L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t i o n s  in  B angladesh" ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
L ibrary  Review. (1981)  13, pp. 3 2 8 -2 9 .

13. I s l a m ic  L ibrary  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Bangladesh. C o n s t i t u t i o n . Dhaka:
I s la m ic  L ib ra ry  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  n . d . ,  p. 1.
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U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Dhaka between 23rd and 25th J u ly ,  1976. The Seminar

was h e ld  in the background o f  the recommendations o f  the N a t io n a l
14Education  Commission, p u b l ish ed  in 1974. Tt gave h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y

to  the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  (a )  N a t io n a l  l i b r a r y  o f  Bangladesh (b )  N a t io n a l

A rch ives  ( c )  N a t i o n a l  Documentation Centre .  I t  a lso  recommended f o r

s e t t i n g  up the n e c e s s a r y  mechanism f o r  planning and implementing the

recommendations o f  Education  Commission.

The rea son s  behind the e s ta b l i sh m en t  o f  the I s la m ic  L ibra ry
15

A s s o c i a t i o n  were s ta te d  in  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  One o f  the  important alms

o f  the A s s o c i a t i o n  was to  s e t  up r i c h  and w e l l - e q u ip p p d  l i b r a r i e s  in
16ev e ry  l o c a l i t y  o f  the country  in c lu d in g  mosques, c lu b s  e t c .  As per 

the aims and o b j e c t s  o f  the a s s o c i a t i o n ,  i t  prepared and submitted
17

to  the government a p r o j e c t  namely "Bangladesh N a t io n a l  I s la m ic  L ib r a r y "  

f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and im plem entat ion .  The o b j e c t i v e  o f  the p r o j e c t  a r e : -  

(1 )  To b u i l d  up a r e s e a r c h ,  r p fe r e n c e  and p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  o f  about

5 m i l l i o n  books on Is lam and Muslims in  course  o f  20 yp>ars.(2) To 

p r o v id e  r e a d in g  f a c i l i t i e s  to  the g e n e ra l  readers  and persons  i n t e r 

e s t e d  in  Is lam and Muslims and a lso  to  prov ide  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  h ig h e r  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  p e r s u i t s .  (3 )  To provide  r e sea rch  f a c i l i t i e s  to  s c h o l a r s ,  

a ca d em ic ia n s ,  s tudents  and o t h e r s .  (4 )  To prov ide  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  com

p a ra t iv e  s tu d ie s  on Islam and o th e r  r e l i g i o n s ,  p h i l o s o p h ie s  and s c i e 

n c e s .  ( 5 )  To d e v e lo p  a U n ion -ca ta log u e  o f  I s la m ic  books a v a i la b le  in 

the famous l i b r a r i e s  o f  the w o r ld .  (6 )  To prv ide  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a d -

14. Shikhka Commission R e p or t .  Dacca: Government o f  the P e o p l e ' s  
R epu b l i c  o f  Bangladesh,  1975, p. 1.

15. o p . c l t . 12.

16. I b i d .

17. I b id .
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l i t i e s  w i th in  the l i b r a r y  complex f o r  the c h i ld r e n  as w e l l  as f o r  

s e r i o u s  r e a d e rs  engaged in prolonged s t u d i e s .  (7 )  To prov ide  h o s t e l  

accommodation to  the r e s e a r c h e r s .  (8 )  To promote the growth and deve

lopment o f  I s l a m ic  L i b r a r i e s  and L ib r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in  Bangladesh through 

t r a i n i n g ,  d i s s e m in a t io n  o f  in fo r m a t io n ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  books and in 
o th e r  p o s s i b l e  w a y s .1^

Nature and importance o f  the p r o j e c t  

4 Is lam as a way o f  l i f e  has tremendous In f lu e n c e  and impact on

the day to  day l i f e  o f  the Muslims who are d e s i r o u s  o f  knowing I s la m ic

p r i n c i p l e s .  Because o f  ignora nce  about r e l i g i o u s  p r i n c i p l e s  and va lues

r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  sometimes act  as s ta g n a t io n  agents though they should 

be charged agents o f  s o c i a l  t ra n s fo rm a t io n  and development.  The know

le d g e  about r e l i g i o n  in  t ru e  sense h e lp s  l i b e r a t e  people  from r e l i g i o u s  

b i g o t r y  and f a n a t i c i s m .

The s e t t i n g  up o f  a N a t i o n a l  I s la m ic  L ib ra ry  i s  in  c o n s i s t e n c e  

4 w ith  the  g o v t ,  p o l i c y  o f  promoting I s la m ic  va lues  among the people

and d e v e lo p in g  I s l a m ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  t h e  c o u n try .  N a t io n a l  I s la m ic  

L ib r a r y  Bangladesh w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  to  the improvement o f  image o f  

Bangladesh among the Muslim c o u n t r i e s  and w i l l  promote b e t t e r  under

s tand ing  w ith  them. Q u a l i t y  and s c h o l a r l y  books cannot  be produced by 

B an glad esh i  s c h o l a r s  f o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  o f  which s c a r c i t y  o f  c l a s s i c  

r e s e a r c h  m a t e r ia l s  and r e f e r e n c e  books i s  very  im portant .  N a t i o n a l

I s la m ic  L ib r a r y  w ith  adequate resea rch  and r e f e r e n c e  m e t e r i a l s  w i l l
19

c a t e r  to  t h i s  requirem ent .

N a t i o n a l  I s la m ic  L ib r a r y  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  the resu rgence  o f  the 

Muslims o f  Bangladesh.  With the e s ta b l i sh m en t  o f  I s la m ic  U n iv e r s i t y ,

18. I b id .

19. The L i b r a r y . I s l a m ic  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  Bangladesh,  Dhaka, 1 
( 1 ) ,  1984, p. 8.
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I s la m ic  Research & Education  C entres ,  TCVJTR, I s la m ic  Bank & o th e r  

I s la m ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  the n e c e s s i t y  o f  a N a t io n a l  I s l a m ic  L ib r a r y  has 

been in c r e a s e d  f u r t h e r .  I t  w i l l  a t t r a c t  s ch o la rs  from abroad f o r  

r e se a rch  work on I s la m ic  i d e o l o g i e s  and i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  to  the Muslims. 

I t  w i l l  c r e a t e  an I s la m ic  l i b r a r y  system and s e r v i c e  in  th e  co u n try .

I t  v i l l  have a chain  o f  branches in the major  c i t i e s .  N a t io n a l  I s la m ic  

L ib r a r y  i s  c o n c e iv e d  to  house f i v e  m i l l i o n  b ook s .  The p h y s i c a l  i n f r a 

s t r u c t u r e  -w i l l  in c lu d e  a c o n fe r e n c e  h a l l  and a number o f  seminar rooms 

f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s c u s s i o n s .  The l i b r a r y  v ^ l l  have r e s e a r c h  rooms 

and f a c i l i t i e s  in c l u d in g  accommodation f o r  the r e sea rch  f e l l o w s  and

s c h o la r s

The l i b r a r y  v i l l  impart p r a c t i c a l  and on the j o b - i n - t r a i n i n g  

t o  the Imams and l i b r a r i a n s  o f  Mosque L i b r a r i o s  and I s la m ic  l i b r a r i e s .  

I t  v i l l  a l so  o r g a n is e  p ro b le m -o r ie n te d  seminars and workshops.  N a t io n a l  

I s l a m ic  L ib r a r y  v i l l  have modern equipment and te ch n iq u es  o f  transmi

t t i n g  knov ledge  such as t a p e ,  d i s e ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r ia l s  l i k e ,  f i l m s ,  

v i s u a l  a ids  e t c .

S i t e  o f  the  N a t io n a l  I s l a m ic  L ibra ry

N a t i o n a l  I s la m ic  L ib r a r y  v i l l  be a f a i r l y  la rg e  complex and v i l l  

r e q u i r e  a b i g  campus. But i t  must not  be away from the h e a r t  o f  the 

c i t y  and should  be e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  to  the  guests  and r e a d e r s .  

Importance o f  the p r o j e c t :  This  i s  a s e r v i c e  s e c t o r  p r o j e c t  intended

t o  the s e c t o r  & the economy to  promote human re so u rce  development

which i s  p r e - r e q u i s i t e  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  

economic development.  Purchase o f  bookSj 

equipment, fu r n i t u r e  etc.*

20 .  N a t i o n a l  I s la m ic  L i b r a r y . F i l e d  with the O f f i c e  o f  the I s la m ic
L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  Bangladesh.

21 , I b id
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P h y s i c a l  work I n v o lv e d :  Phase T

1. Mo. o f  Books:  163385

2 .  No. o f  b o o k - s h e l v e s : 160

3 .  No. o f  t a b l e s :  72

4 .  No. o f  C ha irs :  195

5.  Other equipment

P h y s i c a l  t a r g e t :  Phase-T 1984-1986.

Phase-TT 1986-1991.

Phase-T 2 y^ars 1984-1985,  1985-1986.  

Phase-TT 5 y^ars 1986-1991.

Tt w i l l  be a p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  o f  Tslamlc  

books and a lso  o f  o t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  comparative study o f  r e l i g i o n ^  

and p h i l o s o p h i e s .  Further i t  w i l l  provide  borrowing f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the 

i n d i v i d u a l s  and a lso  to  the i n s t i t u t i o n s .

T o t a l  Investment c o s t  o f  the  L o c a l  Fore ign  T o t a l
cu rre n cy  ^ c h a n g e  _______

P r o j e c t :  ( In  lakh Taka) would be :  Phase-T- 9 2 .3 6  -

Phase-TT' 1384.14 -  1476.50

The I s l a m ic  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  Bangladesh submitted in  1983
22

another p r o j e c t  f o r  the e s ta b l i sh m en t  o f  N a t io n a l  Women's I s la m ic  

L ib r a r y  to  the g o v t ,  f o r  ap prova l .  The o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the p r o j e c t  are 

" to  prov ide  read ing  f a c i l i t i e s  t o . . .w om en  f o l k  on v a r io u s  aspects  

o f  Is lam and to  h e l p  encourage them In a cq u ir in g  proper  knowledge about 

I s l a m ic  i d e a l s  so th a t  they can apply these  knowledge in  t h e i r  homes
pra

and then take part  in n a t i o n  b u i l d i n g " .  The c o s t  o f  the p r o j e c t  was 

e s t im a te d  to  be 24 .00  la k h s .

22.  I b i d .

23.  I s l a m ic  L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  Bangladesh.  P r o j e c t  P r o f o r ma. Part A  ̂
P . I .  F i l e d  w ith  the O f f i c e  o f  the A s s o c ia t i o n .
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Nature and purpose o f  the p r o j e c t

The rea d in g  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  o th e r  l i b r a r i e s  o f  I s l a m ic  books l i k e  

t h a t  o f  A l i a  Madrasha, Dhaka are r e s t r i c t e d  to  t e a c h e r s ,  s tudents  and 

males o n l y .  M oreover ,  a l a r g e  number o f  women r e s i d i n g  in Dhaka are 

e i t h e r  engaged in  house work o r  o f f i c i a l  j o b .  T here fore  they  can not  

e a s i l y  move to  l i b r a r y  to  meet up t h p i r  t h i r s t  f o r  I s la m ic  knowledge.

So the busy women w i l l  be bene f i t  ted  i f  th ey  can get  the read ing  m a te r i 

a l s  in t h e i r  house and working p la ce s  f o r  r e a d in g .  A m obile  van w i l l  be
24engaged f o r  t h i s  purpose .  This  i s  a S e rv i ce  s e c t o r  p r o j e c t  intended

to  promote human development which i s  p r e - r e q u i s i t e  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l
2 5

econom ic  development.

At p re s e n t  in  Bangladesh there  i s  n o t  even a s i n g l e  l i b r a r y  e x c l u 

s i v e l y  on I s l a m i c  L i t e r a t u r e  l i k e  that  o f  the present  p r o j e c t  to  c a t e r

t o  the needs o f  the women r e a d e r s ,  women s c h o l a r s ,  women w r i t e r s ,  woman
26 ,  ̂ . 

r e s e a r c h e r s  as w e l l  as f o r  c h i l d r e n .  I t  i s  a s e l f f i n a n c i n g  p r o j e c t  i . e .

i t  w i l l  earn revenue through the s a le  o f  i t s  output  (goods  and s e r v i c e s ) .

I t  i s  a s e r v i c e  s e c t o r  p r o j e c t .  I t  w i l l  n o t  g ive  r i s e  to t a n g i b l e  outpu t

but  prov id e  s e r v i c e  b e n e f i t s  to  the community. The p r o j e c t  was proposed

t o  be commenced from Ju ly  1984 and completed  1n June 1986. U n fo r tu n a te ly

the manpower requirement f o r  e x e c u t io n  and o p e r a t io n  o f  the p r o j e c t  and
27

the l i s t  o f  fu r n i t u r e  are not  p ro p e r ly  planned.

The r o l e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in the f i e l d  

o f  l i b r a r y  development p lanning can In no way be ig n o re d .  The h i s t o r y

24.  The id e a  i s  u s e f u l  and pragmatic  but i t s  implementation w i l l  be 
v e r y  d i f f c u l t  under the e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .

25.  I b i d .

26. I b i d .

27 . IM A .
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o f  l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  th<= -world s p e c i a l l y  o f  the advanced c o u n t r i e s  

sho-w th a t  the l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  played s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e s  in  the* 

p r o c e s s  o f  p lanning  l i b r a r y  development.  But i t  i s  f r u s t r a t i n g  that  

l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  Pakistan  and th a t  o f  l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  

East Pakistan  though e s t a b l i s h e d  -with w e l lp la n n ed  o b j e c t i v e s  d id  not  

o r  c o u ld  n o t  p lay  i t s  due and t im e ly  r o l e  in the l i b r a r y  development 

planning o f  the c o u n t r i e s .  They spent most o f  t h e i r  money, energy and 

time in  h o l d in g  sem inars ,  symposia,  r e c e p t i o n s  and d i s c u s s i o n s ,  i g n o r in g  

t h e i r  v i t a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in  v o i c i n g  the l i b r a r y  development plans 

and programmes b e f o r e  the ap propr ia te  a u t h o r i t i e s .  They adopted many 

im portant  r e s o l u t i o n s  in  so many symposia ,  seminars ,  e t c .  A f te r  the 

end o f  the meeting they d id  n o t  f o l l o w  up and take any s te p  f o r  mater

i a l i s a t i o n  o f  the r e s o l u t i o n s .  When the F i r s t  F ive -Y ear  Plan was in the

p ro ce ss  o f  f i n a l i s a t i o n , the Pakistan L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  was not  born .

During the Second Five Year Plan i t  was so to  say adult  but d1d n o t  pay

s u f f i c i e n t  a t t e n t i o n  to  the l i b r a r y  development p lann ing .

During the Third  Five Year Plan, the A s s o c ia t i o n  was f u l l y  grown 

up and f o r  the f i r s t  time in the h i s t o r y  o f  l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  they 

submitted a plan though not  a l l  p e r f e c t  and a l l  com prehensive ,  to  the 

g o v t ,  f o r  im plem entat ion .  But Pakistan was broken b e f o r e  the implemen

t a t i o n  o f  the Third  F«ve Year Plan. We found in r e p o r t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  

Education Commissions and Committees th a t  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t i o n s  which were 

the mouthpiece o f  the l i b r a r y  movement o f  the country  d id  not  put up 

the problems to  a p p rop r ia te  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and as a r e s u l t  we f in d  that  

in  d i f f e r e n t  Education  Commissions,  l i b r a r y  development was ignored  

and n e g l e c t e d .  Thus i t  w i l l  not  be out  o f  p lace  to  mention here that  

l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  d id  not  p r o p e r ly  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  f u l l  power and 

s hou ld ered  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r i e s  o f  the
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cou n try  du r ing  the P a k is ta n i  p e r io d .  So L ib r a r ia n s  were not  p ro p e r ly  

lo o k e d  a f t e r  and taken care  o f .

A f t e r  the  emergence o f  Bangladesh in  1971, LAB be in g  the n a t i o n a l  

l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Bangladesh f a i l e d  t o ^  maintain u n i ty  among the 

l i b r a r i a n s  and l i b r a r y  minded persons in  the co u n try .  We n o t i c e d  mush

room growth o f  so many l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  ^ c e p t  the l i b r a r y  Asso

c i a t i o n  o f  Bangladesh a l l  o t h e r  l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  are n o t  a c t i v e  in  

any f i e l d .  The L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  Bangladesh conducted  a n a t i o n a l  

c o n fe r e n c e  in  1976. But i t s  l i b r a r y  development programme was c o n s id e 

red i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  Tt i s  o n ly  condu ct in g  the undergraduate c e r t i f i c a t e  

c ou rse  w ith ou t  any i n t e r r u p t i o n  but u n fo r tu n a t e ly  i t  i s  producing c l e r k  

l i b r a r i a n s  and low er in g  down the l i b r a r y  p r o f e s s i o n .

The I s l a m ic  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  Bangladesh29 b e in g  the youngest  

in  age o f  a l l  o th e r  l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  undertook  two v ery  important 

p r o j e c t s ,  which i f  implemented w i l l  be v e ry  u s e f u l  f o r  the development 

o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  s p e c i a l l y  on I s la m ic  in fo r m a t io n .  The m a jo r i t y  o f  

the p o p u la t io n  o f  the country  i s  Muslim. The r e l i g i o n  ' I s l a m 1 i s  t r e a 

t e d  as the code  o f  conduct  o f  t h e i r  every  day l i f e .  As such the s e r v i c e s  

o f  the N a t i o n a l  I s la m ic  L ib r a r y  w i l l  be very  v a lu a b le  f o r  them f o r

t h e i r  p r e p a ra t i o n  in  l i f e  hpre in  t h i s  w or ld  and the l i f e  h e r e a f t e r .

Even l a d i e s  in  many o f  the Muslim fam ll ieB  do not  e n jo y  the freedom

o f  movement. As such the e s ta b l i sh m e n t  o f  N a t io n a l  Women's I s la m ic

L ib r a r y  as planned by the I s la m ic  L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  Bangladesh w i l l  
be very  much in s tru m en ta l  in  spreading  l i g h t  and ed u ca t io n  to  the

women in  I s la m .  The o t h e r  o l d e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  c ou ld  n o t  put forward,

as y e t ,  any such p r o j e c t  b e f o r e  the government.  The p r o j e c t s  are

28.  Khan, M.S.  "L ibrary  s i t u a t i o n  in  Bangladesh" ,  The Eastern L i b r a r i a n , 
VII  ( 1 ) ,  1973, p. 18.

29.  O p .G i t .  12.
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v a lu a b le  no doubt .  But i t  must be c o n s id e r e d  that  the f u n c t i o n a l

N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  o f  B a n g la d e s h ^  has not  y e t  been f u l l y  e s t a b l l  d ied .
31The N a t io n a l  S c ien ce  L i b r a r y ,  the N a t i o n a l  M e d ic a l  L ib r a r y  ard

Health In fo r m a t io n  Centre ,  and the N a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  L ib ra ry  are

s t i l l  in  t h e i r  i n f a n c y .  The government i s  f a c i n g  enough d i f f i c u l t i e s

in  meeting t h e i r  development need s .  Un d.er such c ir cum stances  the

time schedu le  f o r  the e s t a b l -' shaient o f  the N a t ion a l  I s la m ic  L ib ra ry

i s  v ery  much d o u b t f u l .

L ib r a r y  p r o f e s s i o n  in  Bangladesh i s  not  so _ dynamic .

It has not  been able  to  c r e a te  l i b r a r y  c o n s c io u s n e s s  c o n s id e r a b ly

among the a u t h o r i t i e s  and the p u b l i c  at l a r g e .  There are o f  course

number o f  problems and the a s s o c i a t i o n  should t a c l e  them t a c  . t f u l l y .

These in c lu d e  l a c k  o f  proper  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  in  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s
32

at v a r i o u s  l e v e l s ,  l a c k  o f  c o n c e r te d  l i b r a r y  movement and l a c k  o f  

funds .  There must be o n l y  one o v er  a l l  n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  

in  the c o u n t r y .

The s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  o f  c e r t i f i c a t e  course  in l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  

should be taken up by the n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The Government o f  

Bangladesh has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to support  and encourage the l i b r a r y  

a s s o c i a t i o n  so that  i t  can take part in the massive nat ionw ide  pro

gramme o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  and c u l t u r a l  deve lopm ent . Last  but n o t  the

30. Huq, A.V. " L i b r a r ia n s h ip  in  Bangladesh C a l l  f o r  S . O . S . " ,  
Bangladesh O b s e r v e r . 5 October  1984, p . 5.

31 .  I b i d .

32 .  H ossa in ,  Serwar. "L ibra ry  A s s o c ia t i o n s  in Bangladesh" ,  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  Review, (1981) 13, pp. 32 8 -2 9 .
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l e a s t  the l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  should work with  u n i t y ,  s o l i d a r i t y ,
33s t e a d f a s t n e s s  and s e l f l e s s  s t r i v i n g .

For Bangladesh i  L ib r a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  th^re are many th in gs

to  le a rn  from Indian L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Indian L ib ra ry  l e a d e r s ,

Indian  t e a c h e r s  and r e s e a r c h e r s .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  we havp no Ranganathan,
34Kaula, Viswanathan, K a l ia ,  Sharraa In Bangladesh.  Problems o f  Bang

ladesh  and I n d ia  have a f f i n i t y  and so the s o l u t i o n s  o f  one country
35

may be h e l f u l  f o r  th<=> oth<^r.

33. Kaula, P.N. "L ibrary  a s s o c i a t i o n  In T n d la , "  Unesco B u l l e t i n  f o r  
L i b r a r i e s . 24(6), p .319.

34. Usmanllf S.A. "Role o f  L ib r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in tho l i b r a r y  movement 
w ith  s p e c i a l  r e fe r p n c e  to  I n d ia ,  " Indian  L i b r a r i a n . 23(1), p .37.

35. K o o k e r je e  S. "Indian  L ib ra ry  A s s o c i a t i o n :  TLA in p r o s p e c t  and 
r e t r o s p e c t , "  Indian L i b r a r i a n . 22(4), pp. 228.
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CHAPTER : seyEN 

INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES AND LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT

Unesco

Unesco came i n t o  b e i n g  i n  1946.  I t  has been undertak ing  the ta sk  

o f  d e v e l o p in g  l i b r a r i e s  i n  the  Member-States through i t s  D i v i s i o n  o f  

L i b r a r i e s  ( l a t e r  r a i s e d  t o  the  s ta tu s  o f  a Department)"] P ak istan  came 

under the  UNESCO i n  1949^ UNESCO's Programme f o r  the development o f  

l i b r a r i e s  i n  undeveloped c o u n t r i e s  had two a s p e c t s .  F i r s t l y  i t  made 

a v a i l a b l e  f o r e i g n  e x p e r t s ,  granted  f e l l o w s h i p s  and made p r o v i s i o n  f o r  

money and equipment.  The secon d  asp e ct  o f  the  UNESCO l i e d  i n  the o rg a 

n i z a t i o n  o f  Seminars.  A c co r d in g  t o  i t s  f i r s t  programme i t  gave a s s i s t a n c e  

t o  competent a g e n c ie s  and p u b l i s h e r s  o f  the  area now c e l l e d  Bangladesh 

f o r  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  model books i n  B e n g a l i .  Under the j o i n t  e f f o r t s  o f  the 

P a k is ta n  Govt,  and UNESCO R eg iona l  c e n t r e  f o r  the p r o d u c t i o n  o f  read in g  

m a t e r ia l s  i n  South A s ia  was opened in  1955^Pakistan N at iona l  S c i e n t i f i c  

and T e ch n ic a l  Documentation Centre (PANSDOC), Karachi was e s t a b l i s h e d  in  

1957 w ith  the  h e lp  o f  UNESCO-Regional I n s t i t u t i o n  and p i l o t  profjects^" I t  

h e lp ed  P ak is ta n  with  ex p er t  and money t o  s e t  up N ationa l  B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  

S e r v i c e s .  With i t s  a s s i s t a n c e  Pak is tan  B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  Working Group com

p i l e d  a R e t r o s p e c t i v e  N at iona l  B ib l io g r a p h y  c o v e r i n g  the  years  1947-612

1 .  Delavenay,  E. "UNESCO Department o f  Documentation,  L i b r a r i e s  and 
A r c h iv e s :  Aims and p r o s p e c t s  " ' UNESCO B u l l .  L i b . , 2 1 :1 3 6 -9 ,  May,1967.

2 .  Laves ,  Matter H.C. and Thompson, Charles  A. UNESCO—p u r p o s e , p r o g r e s s  
and p r o s p e c t l  B loom ington :  IndianCa U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 7 ,P .1 2 ?

3 .  Mannan, A.K.M. R o le  o f  UNESCO i n  the  Development o f  L i b r a r i e s ,  Dacca: 
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Dacca,  1970,  P. 28 .  ( M. A. T h e s is )  ( T y p e w r i t e r )

4 .  I b i d . .P P .  4 4 -4 5 .
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With i t s  a s s i s t a n c e  P a k is ta n  B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  Working Group p u b l i s h e d  in  

1961 the  Union c a t a lo g u e  o f  p e r i o d i c a l s  in  the  s o c i a l  S c i e n c e s  i n  the 

l i b r a r i e s  i f  P a k i s t a n i  UNESCO granted  £  5 ,0 0 0  i n  1961-65 f o r  purchase o f  

books  f o r  the  Department o f  S o c i o l o g y  o f  the  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  Dhaka. I t  a l s o  

granted  £  3 ,0 0 0  i n  1960 and £  2 ,0 0 0  i n  1965 f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  documentation
7

i n  the  then  East P a k is ta n :  UNESCO Experts  were sent  t o  Karachi and Lahore
g

(P a k is ta n )  i n  1966,  he lp  s e t  up c e n t r e s  o f  e d u ca t io n a l  in fd m n a t ion .  Upto 

1967-68  the  UNESCO gran ted  319 f e l l o w s h ip s  o f  which A s ia  was granted  125
9

f e l l o w s h i p s .  The p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h e r  a l s o  was granted one UNSSCO Fe l low 

sh ip  on E d u ca t io n a l  Doaumentation f o r  s tu d y in g  i n  the Schoo l  o f  L i b r a r i a n -  

sh ip  and A r c h iv e s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  London. Bangladesh Unesco Commission 

s i t u a t e d  i n  Dhaka s e l l s  Unesco Books coupons and f in a n ce s  sh o r t  term v i s i t s  

o f  l i b r a r i a n s  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  seminars /workshops e t c .

The Unesco on r e q u e s ts  from Hember-States ad v ises  and recommends on 

l i b r a r y  m a t te r s .  The d e te rm in a t io n  o f  the  p r i o r i t i e s  i s  o f - c o u r s e  the 

r i g h t  o f  the s t a t e s .  With th e se  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  the UNESCO i n  v ie w ,  one 

shou ld  see  th a t  i t  has l e f t  a c l e a r  mark on L ib r a r y  Development in  the 

r e g io n s  o f  A s i a ,  Affcrca and L a t in  America .  I t  p ro v id e d  the genera l  g u ide 

l i n e s  f o r  c o n c e r t e d  a c t i o n  and in t r o d u ce d  new id e as  and accom plished  a 

number o f  s u c c e s s f u l  m is s i o n s .  In  the  case  o f  Pakistan  i t s  r o l e s  f o r  

l i b r a r y  development were no l e s s  im p or ta n t .  The seminars and p i l o t  p r o j e c t s  

o r g a n iz e d  by  UNESCO, i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  with the  Nember-States s t a r t e d  a

ch a in  r e a c t i o n s  i n  the  r e g i o n .  These were a c t i n g  as "a t r i g g a r  mechanisms
10f o r  f u r t h e r  n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s :

6 .  I b i d . , P.  27.

7 .  I b i d . ,  P.  92 See a l s o .  UNESCO B u l l .  B i b . V o l .  XX, No. 5 .  S e p t . - O c t o .
P. 265 .

8 .  I b i d . , P.  32 .

9 .  I b i d . ,  P.  82 .
1 0 .  Kesavan, B ,S .  "UNESCO's work i n  Asia  v i s a  v i s  L i b r a r i e s ,  Documentation 

and A rch iv es  194-6-66" UNESCO B u l l e t i n  f o r  L i b r a r i e s , V o l .  2 0 :2 2 6 -4 -0 ,160
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Unesco Regional Seminar on Promotion and Distribution of
Reading M aterials.

A fter 1947, the developed countries and international organisations, 

associations and agencies became interested in the development of different 

fie ld s  of the least developed countries including Pakistan, the eastern 

part of which is  now Bangladesh. Some of the organisations became interested  

and involved in the development of lib ra r ie s , library services and lib r a -  

rianship. They organised seminars, symposia etc . for discussing the library  

situation  of these countries and recommended measures for their improve

ment. Some of the seminars covered Pakistan. The most important among 

them were the UNESCO Regional Seminar (1959)> Regional Seminar on Library 

Development (1960), CENTO Seminar of 1962 and 1966 and Public Library 

Survey of Bangladesh 1979*

The Director-General of UNESCO organized seminars, workshops e t c . ,  

in  pursuance of the Project on the Production of Reading Materials which 

was under operation in five countries of South Asia, namely, Burma, Ceylon, 

India, Iran and Pakistan. Accordingly, the Director-General, in the f ir s t  

instance, convened a Regional Meeting of Experts in Reading Materials at 

Murree (Pakistan) in  1956 to assess tjsie needs of the project area in  

the given f ie ld  and to suggest practical lines of action at international, 

national and local le v e ls . Recognizing production, illu stra tio n , promotion 

and distribution  as the four main areas of project a c t iv it ie s , the Director-

General convened another Regional Seminar on Book production and i l lu s tr a -
■ .  12 tion at Rangoon (Burma) in 1957 . As a sequel to this a c tiv ity , another

11. Report published vide UNESCO-ED-146, Paris: July 1956.

12. Report published vide UNESCO/CUA/'' ,  Paris, June, 1958.
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Regional Seminar on Book Promotion and Distribution was organized, at the 

invitation  of the Government of India and with the assistance of the 

Southern Languages Book Trust, at Madras from 30 November to 19 December 

1959.  The Unesco Regional Centre for Reading Materials at Karachi was 

entrusted with the organization and administrative resp on sib ilities for 

the Seminar.

The T e c h n ic a l  A s s i s t a n c e  Committee o f  the  Economic and S o c i a l  C ounci l

of the United Nations approved this Seminar as part of the 1959 Expanded
13Programme of Technical Assistance. On the nomination of the Member 

S tates, four to six  sp ecia lists  were invited from each of the five coun

tr ie s  to represent publishers, booksellers and librarian s. One observer 

from Indonesia attended the Seminar at his own expense, in addition to 

a large number of observers from India.

The D ir e c t o r -G e n e r a l  made a v a i la b  l e  the  s e r v i c e s  o f  a T e ch n ica l  

D i r e c t o r  as w e l l  as an Expert on l i b r a r i e s .  The A d m in is t ra to r  o f  the 

Seminar was the  D i r e c t o r ,  Unesco R eg ion a l  Centre f o r  Reading M a t e r i a l s .

The inaugural session of the Regional Seminar held in the evening 

of 30 November, 1959 at the Assembly H all, Madras, was presided over by 

the then Education M inister, Madras, and the inaugural address was d e li

vered by Dr. L .S . Mudaliar, the then Vice-Cfcrancellor, University of Madras 

and a formar chairman of the Unesco Executive Board. The message of the 

Director-General of Unesco was read "by the Director, Regional Centre 

for Reading M aterials, Karachi.

The participants from India, Burma, Pakistan, Ceylon, and Iran joined 

the Seminar. The Technical Birector of the Seminar was Mr. J.E. Morpurgo, 

D irector, National Book League, U.K. Consultants included : Mr. Frani 

Gardner, Borough Librarian, Luton, U.K. (Unesco expert), Mr. Artur Isenburg,

13» Unesco. Regional Seminar on Promotion and distribution of reading
m a te r ia ls  , Madras : (UT'TESCO/PRM/3201 Oct_oVer_ '1^60, O r i g i n a l : E n g l i s h )  , 
K arach i ,  Unesco R eg iona l  Centre f o r  Reading m a te r ia ls  in  South A s ia ,  
1960,  P.  2 .
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Ford Foundation C onsultant  t o  S . L . B . T . ,  Madras, Mr. Edwin J .  Rocke ,Ford  

Foundation Consu ltant  t o  S . L . B . T . ,  Madras, and Mr. W il l iam  A. Gogers J r . ,  

Ford Foundation C onsultant  t o  S . L . B . T . ,  Madras, Unesco was r e p r e se n te d  by 

Mr. S. A sabuki ,  Deputy D i r e c t o r ,  Department o f  C u l tu ra l  A c t i v i t i e s , UNESCO, 

Dr.  Akht%r Husain ,  D i r e c t o r ,  UNESCO R eg ion a l  Centre f o r  Reading M a t e r i a l s ,  

K a ra ch i ,  (A d m in is t r a t o r  o f  the  Seminar) ,  and Mrs. J .  Kasem Sibunruang, 

Programme S p e c i a l i s t ,  UNESCO. Mr. Kul Bhushan, M in i s t r y  o f  E duca t ion ,  

Government o f  I n d i a ,  New D elh i  and Mr. Raghunthan, S . L . B . T . , Madras worked 

as l i a i s o n .

The b u s in e s s  o f  th e  Seminar was c a r r i e d  out  i n  a s e r i e s  o f  open 

s e s s i o n s ,  under the  chairmanship o f  the T e ch n ica l  D i r e c t o r ,  Mr. J .E .  

Morpurgo. A good dea l  o f  work was c a r r i e d  on by th re e  working p a r t i e s ,  

one on D i s t r i b u t i o n ,  under the  Chairmanship o f  Dr. Waheed ( P a k is t a n ) ,  a 

second  on P rom ot ion ,  under the chairmanship o f  Mr. Pury ( I n d i a )  and a 

t h i r d  on L i b r a r i e s ,  under the Chairmanship o f  Mr. F. Gardner.  The c o n c l u 

s i o n s ,  comments and problems posed  by the working p a r t i e s  were brought
.  14t o  the open s e s s i o n s .

In  the  c o u r s e  o f  the  th r e e  weeks o f  th e  Seminar,  th o se  p r e s e n t  d i s 

cu ssed  many m atters  p e r t i n e n t  t o  the improvement o f  the book  w or ld  i n  

South A s ia .  Some o f  the  d i s c u s s i o n s  d e a l t  w ith  matters  th a t  were common 

pro b le m s ,  some d e a l t  w ith  d e t a i l s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e .  

A c co r d in g  t o  the  Seminar the  p a r t i c i p a n t s  had f a i t h  i n  books as the  prime 

s o u rce  f o r  d e v e l o p in g  the  minds o f  men, and as t o o t s  f o r  the  modern c i t i z e n  

which a s s i s t e d  him i n  understanding  and i n  making p u b l i c  p o l i c i e s .  The 

Seminar recommended the  need f o r  m a in ta in in g  and widening the  p r i n c i p l e  

o f  th e  f r e e  f l o w  o f  books as e n u c ia ted  b y  Unesco i n  t h i s  r e g i o n .  -

1 4 . I b i d . , P . 3 .
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The seminar e x p re sse d  the  need f o r  c o - o p e r a t i o n  among p r o f e s s i o n a l  

and commercial  groups i n  a l l  the  c o u n t r i e s  o f  the  R eg ion .  In  the  view 

o f  the  Seminar, the  s u r e s t  and h a p p ies t  f u tu r e  were l a i d  i n  c o - o p e r a t i o n  

r a t h e r  than c o n t r o l .  In  o r d e r  t o  improve th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c a l  s tandards 

and p r o f e s s i o n a l  e f f i c i e n c y ,  the Seminar recommended e d u ca t i o n ,  s e l f -
^ •>)

d i s c i p l i n e  and s e l f  p o l i c i n g , I m p o s e d  c o n t r o l  the  seminar s t a t e d  "would but
. . 15encourage m a lp r a c t i c e  and d e s t r o y  e f f i c i e n c y  and enthusiasm ".

Though the  main theme o f  the  seminar was prom otion  and d i s t r i b u t i o n

o f  r e a d in g  m a t e r i a l s ,  i t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  emphasised the development o f

l i b r a r i e s  f o r  the  p u rp o s e .  While c o n s i d e r i n g  the p u b l i s h in g  p o l i c i e s  i t

was recommended th a t  Government and l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  would a c c e p t  the  r e s -
*16 * p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  w ith ou t  which p r o g r e s s  in

17 .p u b l i s h i n g  c o u ld  not  be made. Almost w ithout  e x c e p t i o n ,  the  p a r t i c i p a n t s

r e p r e s e n t i n g  ' t r a d e 1 i n  the  Seminar f e l t  that  l i b r a r i e s  d id  not  k i l l

b ook sh ops ,  but  in s t e a d  c r e a te d  more r e a d e r s ,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  e v e n t u a l ly
'18more b o o k -b u y e r s .

19The seminar o bserv ed  th a t  the  main t r o u b l e  w ith  l i b r a r i e s  m  the 

’Regiona&.rose b o th  from sh o r ta g e  o f  funds and from sh o r ta g e  o f  im ag in a t ion ,  

i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  the a t t i t u d e  i n  a d m in is t r a t i v e  p r a c t i c e ,  which made a 

l i b r a r i a n  i n t o  a s t o r e k e e p e r ,  was d e p r i v in g  the l i b r a r y  movement o f  i t s  

l i f e  b l o o d .  So the Seminar r^dommended th a t  Governments and l o c a l  a u t h o r i 

t i e s  shou ld  be encouraged t o  regard  the  p r o v i s i o n  o f  r ea d in g  m e te r ia l s
20and not  the  mere c a re  o f  b o o k s ,  as the  f i r s t  duty  o f  l i b r a r i a n .

15 .  I b i d . , P .  4 .
16 .  I b i d .
1 7 .  I b i d . , P.  5 .
1 8 .  I b i d . ,  P.  8 .
1 9 .  I b i d .
20 .  I b i d .
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519

A l l  p a r t ic ip a n t s  o f  th e  Seminar s t r e s s e d  th e  developm ent o f  th e  

P u b lic  L ib r a r y  movement^1 in  th e  R eg ion , and s t r o n g ly  recommended th a t

n a t io n a l  and in t e r n a t io n a l  o r g a n is a t io n s  sh ou ld  im prove f a c i l i t i e s  f o r

th e  t r a in in g  o f  l ib r a r ia n s  .^"^In open s e s s io n ,  th e  Seminar p a ssed  a r e s o 

lu t i o n  u rg in g  th e  l i b r a r y  a u t h o r i t ie s  o f  the R egion  th a t the open a cce ss
. . . 23system  was an e s s e n t ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a l l  good p u b l ic  l i b r a r i e s ,

. . ■ • 24and i t  was th e  v iew  o f  th e  Seminar th a t w ith ou t t h is  system , l i b r a r i e s

were apt t o  f a i l  in  t h e i r  p ro p e r  fu n c t io n .  N ev erth e less  the Seminar f e l t  

th a t  the open a c c e s s  system  co u ld  not be op era ted  so lo n g  th e  n o t io n  o f  

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  p e r s i s t e d .  I t  p o in te d  out th a t  e x p e r ie n ce  in  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  

showed th a t even under open a c ce ss  m ethods, the range o f  l o s s  was not 

more than 2% t o  4 % .^

The Seminar em phasised th a t  the P u b lic  L ib ra ry  was an e s s e n t ia l  in s 

t i t u t i o n  f o r  th e  d essem in a tion  o f  know ledge. W ithout i t s  e x is te n c e  th e re

c o u ld  be no gu arantee o f  l i t e r a t e s  n ot la p s in g  back  in t o  i l l i t e r a c y .  I t
26t h e r e f o r e ,  urged  Unesco t o  s e t  up p i l o t  p u b l ic  l i b r a r i e s  in  each cou n try

. . . 27o f  th e  Reg io n  on l in e s  s im ila r  t o  th e  D e lh i P u b lic  L ib r a r y .

2 1 . I b i d . ,  P . 9 .

2 2 . I b i d .

2 3 . I b i d .

2 4 . I b id .

2 5 . I b i d .

2 6 . I b i d .

27 . I b id .
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The Seminar a ffirm e d  th a t  a p u b lic  w ith  a d ev e lop ed  rea d in g  s k i l l  

and h a b it  was e s s e n t ia l  t o  modern s o c i e t y .  I t  was a ls o  em phasised th a t  

th e  b a s is  f o r  such  re a d in g  s k i l l  and rea d in g  h a b it  was l a id  down in  

s c h o o ls ,  and s c h o o ls  w ould n ot be a b le  t o  p er form  t h is  n e ce ssa ry  r o le  in
O p

s o c i e t y  i f  th e y  d id  n o t  have l i b r a r i e s  w hich would p ro v id e  u s e fu l and 

wholesome re a d in g  m a te r ia ls  t o  s ch o o l c h i ld r e n .  I t  was t h e r e fo r e ,  r e c o 

mmended th a t e d u ca t io n a l a u t h o r i t ie s  in  t h is  R egion  sh ou ld  g iv e  h igh
- . 29p r i o r i t y  to  th e  e s ta b lish m en t o f  s c h o o l l i b r a r i e s .  fu r th e r  r e 

commended th a t  no secon d a ry  s c h o o l sh ou ld  be a ccord ed  r e c o g n it io n  u n less  

i t  p o s s e s s e d  a l i b r a r y ^  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  stand ard  l a i d  down by th e  edu

c a t io n a l  a u th o r i ty .  In  r e c o g n is in g  the p r iv i l e g e d  p o s i t i o n  o f  b o o k s ,^  

i t  f e l t  th e  need f o r  c o -o p e r a t iv e  p rom otion , and t h e r e fo r e ,  p a ssed  a 

r e s o lu t io n  w elcom ing th e  es ta b lish m en t o f  Book C entres in  P ak ista n  and 

C ey lon , i . e .  N a tio n a l Book T rust o f  C eylon  and N a tion a l Book Centre o f  

P a k is ta n , and d e s ir e d  th e  esta b lish m en t o f  s im ila r  o r g a n is a t io n s  in  o th e r  

c o u n tr ie s  o f  the f ie g io n .

I t  ob serv ed  th a t  the e f f i c i e n c y  o f  l i b r a r i e s ^  and bookshops was 

d e la y e d  o r  handicapped  b y  th e  absence o f  sy s te m a tise d  b ib l i o g r a p h ic a l  

e f f o r t  in  a l l  the c o u n tr ie s  o f  th e  R egion  ex cep t  I n d ia . Not o n ly  the

2 8 . I b i d .

2 9 . I b i d .

3 0 . I b i d .

3 1 . I b i d .

3 2 . I b id .
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p r o v is io n  o f  s u b je c t  l i s t s ,  which were p r o p e r ly  a cce p te d  as one o f  the

prim e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  N a tion a l Book C entres in  P ak ista n  and C eylon ,

but a ls o  the p r o v is io n  o f  tra d e  l i s t s , w ould be much handicapped by  the
33absence o f  N a tio n a l B ib l io g r a p h ie s .  '

The Seminar u rged  th e  Governments and o th e r  b o d ie s  in  th e  R egion
34-t o  e s t a b l i s h  N a tio n a l B ib l io g r a p h ie s  where th ey  d id  n ot e x i s t .  Such 

B ib l io g r a p h ie s ,  i t  was f e l t ,  c o u ld  g iv e  th e  s e r v ic e  th a t  was re q u ire d  

o f  them o n ly  i f  th e y  were under the c o n t r o l  o f  t r a in e d  l i b r a r ia n s .  In  o rd e r  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  N a tio n a l B ib lio g r a p h ie s  i t  recommended f o r  th e  re fo rm a tio n  

o f  th e  d e p o s it  system  in  most o f  th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  the R eg ion . The Seminar 

p a sse d  th e  v iew  t h a t ,  in  each o f  th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  th e  R eg ion , C o -o p e ra t io n  

among a s s o c ia t io n s  was im p e ra tiv e  i f  the b o o k -tra d e  ( in c lu d in g  th e  l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e ;  was t o  c a r r y  out i t s  fu n c t io n s  e f f i c i e n t l y  and t o  f u l f i l  i t s  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  new and o ld  rea d ers  a l i k e .  So i t  was recommended th a t  

a f u l l  Q n derstan din g  o f  th e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  advantages and p r a c t i c e  o f  p ro 

f e s s io n a l  and c o -o p e r a t iv e  o r g a n is a t io n s  such as P u b l is h e r s ' A s s o c ia t io n ,  

B o o k s e l le r s ' A s s o c ia t io n s ,  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n s ,  A u th ors ' A s s o c ia t io n s ,  

N a tio n a l Book T ru s ts , C re d it  c o -o p e r a t iv e s  and C o -o p e ra t iv e  D is t r ib u t iv e  

o r g a n is a t io n s  sh ou ld  be ach ieved^had th e  w eight o f  n a t io n a l su pport *

The Seminar p o in te d  out th a t  th e  o n ly  way to  a ch iev e  maximum b e n e f i t s  

in  the d i s t r ib u t i o n  and prom otion  o f  book s was by c o -o p e r a t io n  among 

members o f  th e  t r a d e .  T h is c o -o p e r a t io n ,  th e  Seminar em phasised co u ld  be

33* I b i d .
34-. A ft e r  th e  em ergence o f  Bangladesh the D ir e c to r a te  o f  A rch iv es  and 

L ib r a r ie s ,  Government o f  the P e o p le ’ s R ep u b lic  o f  Bangladesh have 
tgJcen th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  c o m p ila t io n  o f  Bangladesh N a tion a l 
B ib lio g r a p h y . The f i r s t  volume c o v e r in g  th e  yea r  ^972, appeared in  1974- 
Th'e N a tion a l L ib r a r y  and N a tion a l A rch iv es  have b o th  p u b lish e d  o th e r  
b ib l i o g r a p h i c a l  t o o l s  in  the p o s t ,  bu t th e se  appear to  be c o n s id e r a b ly  
in  arrears.BKNSDOC p u b lis h e s  the Bangladesh S c ie n ce  and Technnl ngy 
In d ex , an i r r e g u la r  l i s t i n g  o f  p e r io d i c a l  a r t i c l e s ,  p a te n ts , sta n d ard s 
e t c .  p u b lis h e d  in  B angladesh .

35 . R eg ion a l Sem inar on prom otion  and d i s t r i b u t i o n . P .2 .
36 . T?he L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  B angladesh , Dhaka, which i s  th e  N a tion a l L ib . 

A s s o c ia t io n  o f  Bangladesh have been  a b le  to  have th e  w eight o f  n a t io n a l 
su p p o r t .
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o b ta in e d  o n ly  b y  th e  es ta b lish m en t o f  p r o fe s s io n a l  o r g a n is a t io n , above
58a l l  th o se  o f  p u b l i s h e r s ,  l ib r a r ia n s  and b o o k s e l le r s .

_ 3JQ
I t  em phasised the in d is p e n s ib le  need o f  books and o th e r  rea d in g

m a te r ia ls  "as prim e sourde f o r  d e v e lo p in g  the minds o f  men, and as

t o o l s  f o r  th e  modern c i t i z e n  which a s s i s t  him in  u n d erstan d in g  and making

p u b l ic  p o l i c i e s " .  The Seminar recommended th e  need f o r  m a in ta in in g

and w id en in g  the p r in c i p l e  o f  th e  f r e e  f lo w  o f  books as en u n cia ted  by

UNESCO and urged  th a t  in  t h is  a re a s , t h is  p r in c ip le  demanded co n sta n t 
. . 41 .v ig i la n c e .  But d i s t r ib u t i o n  and p rom otion  o f  rea d in g  m a te r ia ls  in  t h is  

area  in c lu d in g  Bangladesh d id  n ot d ev e lop  due t o  the fa c t o r s  l i k e  h igh  

ra te  o f  i l l i t e r a c y ,  h igh  c o s t  o f  p r o d u c t io n  o f  b o o k s , low p u rch a sin g  

pow er o f  th e  p e o p le ,  la c k  o f  countryw ide -netw ork o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  la c k  

o f  c o -o p e r a t io n  among L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n ,  L ib r a r ie s ,  p u b lis h in g  A s s o c ia 

t i o n s ,  Book s e l l e r s ,  Book s e l l i n g  a s s o c ia t io n ,  p r in t e r s ,  p r in t in g  a sso 

c i a t i o n  and th e  l i k e ,  f o r  w hich th e  UT̂ ESCO en u n cia ted  so much on the
42p rob lem s .

A lthough  th e  Seminar was sp on sored  by th e  UNESCO and was p a r t ic ip a t e d  

by  th e  s p e c i a l i s t s  in  th e  f i e l d ,  i t  was n o t  a com prehensive sem inar 

becau se  th e re  were no p a r t ic ip a n t s  from  th e N a tion a l L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n s  

o f  th e  r e g io n .  But s t i l l  i t  must be adm itted  th a t  a lth ou gh  the main 

o b je c t iv e  o f  th e  Seminar was the p rom otion  o f  read in g  m a te r ia ls , i t  

em phasised th e  in s e p a r a b le  r e la t io n s h ip  betw een l i b r a r i e s  o f  a l l  ty p es

37. R eg ion a l Seminar on prom otion  and d i s t r ib u t i o n . . .  P . 2 .

3 8 . I b i d . , P .  1 0 .

39. Ib id .

4 0 . R eg ion a l Seminar on p rom otion  and d i s t r ib u t i o n . . .  P . 2 .

4 1 . I b i d .

4 2 . R a b b i, F a z le , "C ountry  R e p o r ts : B an glad esh ", In  ; R ep ort: R eg ion a l 
Sem inar on Co;ninercial F a ctors  in v o lv e d  in  Mass Market P u b lis h in g : 
S in g a p o re , 2 0 -2 4  November 1 9 78 , K a ra ch i: Unesco R eg ion a l O f f i c e  
f o r  C u ltu re  and Book Developm ent in  A s ia , "1979> PP* 6 5 -7 0 .

37
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and production o f books. Promotion o f reading materials is depen

dent upon promotion o f lib ra ries . One of the outcome o f this Seminar'S 

recommendations vas the establishment o f the National Book Centre 

o f  Pakistan, a branch o f vhich vas also established in the then Hast 

Pakistan, nov Bangladesh and the centre is  working nov as National 

Book Centre o f  Bangladesh.

Regional Seminar on Library Development in South Asla(1960)

Next year i . e .  in I960 the UNESCO, again organised a regional
4 3

Seminar on Library Development vhich covered Pakistan. The Seminar 

sponsored jo in tly  by the Govt, o f India and Unesco vas convened in 

Delhi in October 1960, Another Seminar4^ a s  also held in Delhi five 

years ago i . e .  in 1955 v lth  the participation of 12 Asian countries. 

One o f the aims o f 1955 Seminar vas to discuss the technical con

cepts and basic assumptions underlying the a ctiv itie s  o f the rapidly  

expanding Delhi Public Library. The 1960 Seminar used the Delhi 

Public Library again as a laboratory for paractical demonstration o f  

successful library techniques.

The Seminar observed that the social and economic advancement 

and the steady progress o f  popular education in the region called  

everywhere for greater apportunities for reading and study. In the 

fie ld  o f  higher education, veil-organized and veil-stocked libraries  

were equally needed to help U niversities in the region adjust their 

teaching and research programmes to modern requirements. The Semi

nar's aim4^ was to seek solutions, both on a national and on a 

regional b a sis , to the problems

523

4 3 . Unesco. Regional Seminar on Library Development in South Asia* 
Delhi: (India)7 3-14 October 1960, (Unesco/IBA/Sem. 7 /1 ,  Paris, 
30 June 1960, (O riginal: English), p . l .

44 . Ib id .

45 . Ib id .
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524

in v o lv e d  in  th e  developm ent o f  p u b l ic  and U n iv e r s ity  l i b r a r i e s  in  South 

A s ia . The member s t a te s  p a r t ic ip a t e d  t o  the Seminar were A fg a n is ta n , 

Burma, C ey lon e , I n d ia , I r a n , N epal, P a k ista n  and T h a ilan d .

The p a r t ic ip a n t s  in  th e  Seminar from th e  Member S ta te s  indlkuded 

l i b r a r ia n s ,  w ith  p r o fe s s io n a l  t r a in in g ,  who had p o t e n t ia l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  

f o r  the developm ent o f  p u b l ic  o r  u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s ,  and M in is try  o f  

E d u ca tion  o f f i c i a l s  d i r e c t l y  in  charge o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s .

Number o f  p a r t ic ip a n t s  were as fo l lo w s  : -

C ountry No. o f  i

A fg a n is ta n 2

Burma 2

C eylon 2

Ira n 2

Nepal 2

P a k ista n 2

T hailand 2

The Colombo P lan  C o u n c il ,  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  F e d e ra tio n  o f  L ib ra ry  

A s s o c ia t io n s ,  th e  A sian  F ed era tion  o f  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n s ,  the I n t e r 

n a t io n a l F e d e ra t io n  f o r  D ocum entation , I n te r n a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  

U n iv e r s i t ie s ,  W orld u n iv e r s i t y  s e r v i c e ,  W orld c o n fe d e r a t io n  o f  o rg a n iz a 

t io n s  o f  T each in g  p r o fe s s io n ,  f o r e ig n  c u lt u r a l  m iss ion s  m a in ta in in g

l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e s  in  D elh i and p r iv a te  fo u n d a t io n s , a s s is t in g  c o u n tr ie s
4-6in  th e  r e g io n  in  l i b r a r y  developm ent sen t o b s e r v e r s .

4 6 . I b id .
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The fo l lo w in g  s u b je c t s  were c o n s id e re d  and d is c u s s e d  in  the 

Sem inar : -

Group I  P u b lic  L ib r a r ie s .

1 .  P u b lic  L ib r a r y  developm ent in  the r e g io n  s in c e  th e  la s t  In d ia  G ovt. 

UNESCO sem inar L ib r a r ie s  h e ld  in  D e lh i in  1955 . 2 . Impact o f  the D elh i 

P u b l ic  L ib r a r y  on P u b lic  l i b r a r y  developm ent in  South A s ia . 5 .  Problem s 

o f  a d o p tio n  o f  W estern co n ce p ts  and te ch n iq u e s : f r e e  s e r v i c e s ,  open sh e lv e s  

e x te n s io n  s e r v i c e s ,  c u lt u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e t c .  C o -o p e ra t io n  and c o -o r d in a 

t i o n  w ith  o th e r  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s .  4 .  S y stem a tic  p u b lic  l i b r a r y  p la n n in g  

v ersu s  es ta b lish m en t o f  i s o la t e d  l i b r a r i e s >advan ta g e s  and d isa d v a n ta g e s .

5 .  L e g is la t i o n ,  L ib r a r y  A c t .  6 . L ib ra ry  A u th o r ity ; B oard, D ir e c to r a te  o f  

l i b r a r i e s ,  m u n ic ip a l i t i e s ,  e td . m embership, d u t ie s ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  

c o -o r d in a t io n .  7 - A v a i la b i l i t y  and use o f  adequate rea d in g  m a te r ia ls ,  

p o s s ib le  s e r v ic e s  t o  book  t r a d e .

Group I I  U n iv e r s ity  L ib r a r ie s .

1 .  U n iv e r s ity  L ib ra ry  a u th o r ity ;  D u ties  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  2 . Adm inis

t r a t i o n  and o r g a n is a t io n , C e n t r a liz a t io n  and d e c e n t r a l iz a t io n .  Arrangement 

b y  s u b je c t  and fo rm . 3 . Scope and s e l e c t i o n  o f  m a te r ia ls .  C o -o p e ra t io n  

w ith  f a c u l t y  members and s u b je c t  s p e c i a l i s t s .  4 . R e fe ren ce  c o l l e c t i o n  

and s e r v i c e s .  Guidance t o  re se a rch  w ork ers . P re p a ra tio n  o f  indexw , b i b l i o 

g r a p h ie s , e t c .  5 . C o -o p e r a t io n , I n t e r  -L ibrary lo a n s , O rg a n iza tion  o f  a 

r e g io n a l  lo a n  c e n tre  f o r  South A s ia , C o -o p e ra t iv e  a c q u is i t io n ,  C o -op era 

t i o n  c a ta lo g u in g , Union c a ta lo g u e s , p r in te d  ca r d s , S p e c ia l  t o p ic s  such 

a s : S ch oo l l i b r a r i e s ,  n a t io n a l b ib l i o g r a p h ie s ,  t r a in in g  o f  l i b r a r ia n s ,

s ta tu s  o f  th e  l i b r a r y  p r o fe s s io n ,  l i b r a r y  a s s o c ia t io n s  and l i b r a r y  b u i l -  
j • 47 48d in g s . The Sem inar worked in  two g rou p s: (1 )  p u b lic  l i b r a r i e s  and

4 7 . I b i d . , p .  3 .

4 8 . R eport p u b lis h e d  v id e  U nesco/E D /146, P a r is ,  J u ly  1956 and 
G eneral R eport o f  P len a ry  S e s s io n s , p .  1 .
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l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e  t o  c h i ld r e n  and young a d u lt s ;  ( 2 ) u n iv e r s i t y  and c o l l e g e  

l i b r a r i e s .  I t  was found th a t  th ere  were s e v e r a l  problem s w hich were 

g e n e ra l b o th  th e  g rou p s . Hence i t  was d iv id e d  in to  th re e  p a r t s :  P art I  

d e a lt  w ith  th e  fin d in g ?a n d  r e s o lu t io n s  w hich were g e n e ra l;

P a rt I I  gave the f in d in g s  and r e s o lu t io n s  re g a rd in g  th e  p u b l ic  l i b r a r i e s  

and a l l i e d  s e r v i c e s ;  P art I I I  gave in fo rm a tio n  re g a rd in g  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  

l i b r a r i e s .
49The r e s o lu t io n s  in  the P art I  c o v e re d : (a )  the s ta tu s  o f  l ib r a r ia n s

(b )  th e  t r a in in g  o f  l i b r a r ia n s ;  ( c )  l i b r a r y  a s s o c ia t io n s  and p r o fe s s io n a l  

a c t i v i t i e s ;  (d )  problem s o f  book  a c q u is i t io n  and d i s t r ib u t i o n ;  ( e )  manus

c r i p t s ;  ( f )  b ib l i o g r a p h i c a l  to o  U> and (g )  l i b r a r y  b u i ld in g s .

(a )  The s ta tu s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s .

The Sem inar recog n iH in g  the n e c e s s i t y  o f  im proving th e  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  

s ta tu s  o f  the l ib r a r ia n s  recommended th a t  " . . . t h e  s t a t u s ,  pay and 

h ie r a r c h y  o f  l i b r a r ia n  in  academ ic in s t i t u t i o n s  sh ou ld  co rresp on d  to  

th o se  o f  th e  academ ic s t a f f ,  o f  l ib r a r ia n s  in  p u b lic  l i b r a r i e s  t o  th ose  

in  th e  e d u ca t io n a l c a d r e , and o f  l ib r a r ia n s  in  t e c h n ic a l  in s t i t u t i o n s  t o  

th o s e  o f  th e  t e c h n ic a l  p e r s o n n e l .

The Sem inar d e e p ly  f e l t  the absence o f  adequate l i b r a r y  t r a in in g  
. . .f a c i l i t i e s  and as such i t  recommended ( 1 ) t h a t ,  as th e re  i s  a grow ing 

need f o r  t r a in e d  l i b r a r y  p e rso n n e l a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  adequate t r a in in g  

f a c i l i t i e s  must be d ev e lop ed  in  each co u n try , ( 2 ) t h a t ,  t o  b e g in  w ith , 

th e re  sh ou ld  be e s ta b l is h e d  and d ev e lop ed  in  each co u n try :

4 9 . R eport p u b lis h e d  v id e  U nesco/E D /146: J u ly  1956, p .  2 .

5 0 . R eg ion a l Sem inar on P rom otion . . . ,  P . 2 .
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a ) a b a s ic  p o s t -g r a d u a te  c o u r s e ; and

b )  a c e r t i f i c a t e  cou rse  o f  th re e  t o  f i v e  months d u ra tio n  f o r  the 

t r a in in g  o f  the s e m i-p r o fe s s io n a l  p e r s o n n e l,  ( 3 ) th a t  the r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  

o f  t r a in in g  o f  p e rso n n e l a t th e  v a r io u s  p o s t -g ra d u a te  l e v e l s  sh ou ld  be 

e n tru s te d  t o  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  (4 )  th a t  u n iv e r s i t ie s  sh ou ld  e s t a b l i s h ,

as in  o th e r  s u b je c t s ,  p r o p e r ly  c o n s t i t u t e d  departm ents o f  l i b r a r y  s c ie h c e  

w ith  f u l l - t im e  s t a f f  and w ith  th e  heads o f  the departm ents b e in g  a t  le a s t  

o f  R e a d e r 's  s t a t u s ,  (5 )  th a t  f o r  the developm ent o f  such departm ents o f  

l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e  i t  i s  im portant th a t  t h e i r  te a ch e rs  and t h e i r  p rom isin g  

s tu d en ts  sh ou ld  have f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  advanced t r a in in g  ab roa d . For s im ila r  

r e a s o n s , th e r e  sh ou ld  be f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  in te r n a t io n a l  ( in c lu d in g  r e g io n a l )  

exchange o f  p e rso n n e l betw een departm ents o f  l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e  in  the r e g io n  

and th o se  e lse w h e re , ( 6 ) th a t  governm ents o f  the c o u n tr ie s  w ith in  the 

r e g io n  where adequate t r a in in g  co u rse s  were n ot a v a i la b le  sh ou ld  h e lp  

t h e i r  s tu d en ts  t o  o b ta in  t r a in in g  in  n e ig h b ou rin g  c o u n tr ie s  w herever 

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  such  t r a in in g  were d e v e lo p e d , ( 7 ) th a t  i t  was d e s ir a b le  

t o  d ev e lop  a r e g io n a l  c e n tre  where t r a in in g  in  advanced o r  s p e c ia l  f i e l d s  

o f  l ib r a r ia n s h ip  might be a v a ila b le  to  th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  th e  r e g io n , and 

Unesco might be r e q u e s te d  t o  a s s is t  in  th e  developm ent o f  such a c e n tre  

w ith  m a te r ia l ,  p e rso n n e l as w e ll  as w ith  awards o f  fe l lo w s h ip s ,  s c h o la r 

s h ip s ,  e t c . ,  ( 9 ) th a t  books on l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e  be w r it te n  in  th e  language 

o f  th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  t h is  r e g io n  and a ls o  be t r a n s la te d  from  fo r e ig n  

langu ages f o r  use o f  s tu d en ts  in  th e  low er  c a to g o ry  o f  l i b r a r y  s c h o o ls  

as w e ll  as o f  g e n e ra l r e a d e r s , ( 10 ) th a t  g lo s s a r ie s  o f  t e c h n ic a l  term s 

in  l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e  sh ou ld  be com p iled  w ith  a view  t o  a s s is t in g  th e  e a r ly  

p u b l i c a t io n  o f  l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e  books in  the r e g io n a l languages and ( 11 ) 

th a t  f o r  th e  pu rp ose  o f  p u b l i c a t io n  in  th e  r e g io n a l o r  n a t io n a l la n g u a g es ,
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i t  was su g g ested  th a t  s ta te s  o r  c o u n tr ie s  them selves sh ou ld  have adequate

p r o v is io n  o f  d i r e c t  o r  in d i r e c t  s u b s id ie s  from  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  s ta te  o r
51n a t io n a l g o v e rn m e n ts '.

( c )  L ib ra ry  a s s o c ia t io n s  and p r o fe s s io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s

The Sem iaar was f u l l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  the r o le  o f  p r o fe s s io n a l  a s s o c ia t io n s  

in  l i b r a r y  developm ent p la n n in g  e t d .  I t  ob serv ed  th a t  l i b r a r y  a s s o c ia t io n  

was n ot a c t iv e  in  i t s  fu n c t io n  in  most o f  th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  the r e g io n  and 

thus recommended t h a t ’ ( 1 ) th e  Unesco w ould p rep a re  and p u b lis h  a manual on 

l i b r a r y  a s s o c ia t io n  in c o r p o r a t in g  jrhe mathods o f  e s t a b l i s in g  such a s s o c ia 

t io n s  a lo n g  w ith  a model c o n s t i t u t io n  w ith  th e  aims o f  (1 )  S a fegu a rd in g  

th e  in t e r e s t  o f  l i b r a r y  p r o fe s s io n ,  (2 )  P u b l ic a t io n  o f  a l i b r a r y  jo t im a x , 

(3 )  Encouragem ent o f  i n t e r - l i b r a r y  c o -o p e r a t io n  through  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  

d i r e c t o r i e s  and b ib l i o g r a p h ie s ,  e t c .  and (4 )  P rom otion  o f  l i b r a r y  

l e g i s l a t i o n .

( 2 ) member s ta te s  sh ou ld  r e c o g n is e  p r o p e r ly  c o n s t i tu te d  l i b r a r y  a s s o c ia 

t io n s  as e s s e n t ia l  o r g a n is a t io n s  f o r  the p rom otion  o f  l i b r a r y  movement 

in  t h e i r  a rea s  and sh ou ld  a s s i s t  them f in a n c ia ly  to  enab le  them t o  fu n c 

t i o n  e f f e c t i v e l y .  0 )  The w orking l ib r a r ia n s  sh ou ld  extend  t h e i r  i n d i v i 

du al su p p ort to  th e  l i b r a r y  a s s o c ia t io n s  by  e n r o l l in g  them selves as t h e i r  

members and by  making p r o fe s s io n a l  c o n t r ib u t io n  in  t e c h n ic a l  m a tte rs . (4 )  

IFLA sh ou ld  ex ten d  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  A s ia  by the e s ta b lish m en t o f  a 

r e g io n a l  s e c r e t a r i a t ' . ^

(d )  Problem s o f  book  a c q u is i t io n  and d i s t r ib u t i o n

I t  s e r i o u ls y  n oted  th e  a cu te  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  p ro cu r in g  rea d in g  

m a te r ia ls  in  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  t h is  r e g io n . In  o rd e r  to  remove th ose  handicaps

5 1 . I b i d . ,  P . 4-.

5 2 . I b i d . ,  P . 5 .
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i t  recommended : I  (a )  s im p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  p r o c e d u r e s , in c lu d in g  custom s 

r e g u la t io n s  and re m itta n ce  o f  money f o r  th e  im port o f  rea d in g  m a te r ia ls  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r io d i c a l s  ( in c lu d in g  back  num bers), m ic ro fi lm s  e t c .  (b )  

g ra n tin g  open g e n e ra l l i c e n c e s  t o  l i b r a r i e s  and e d u ca tio n a l in s t i t u t i o n a l

-  th e  amount o f  exchange t o  be r e le a s e d  be based on th e  amount p ro v id e d  

in  th e  b o o k -b u d g e ts  o f  such i n s t i t u t i o n s . ( c )  That the l i b r a r y  a s s o c ia t io n s  

o f  th e  p a r t i c ip a t in g  c o u n tr ie s  sh ou ld  stu d y  th e  s i t u a t io n  o b ta in in g  in  

each co u n try  in  r e la t io n  t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  re g a rd in g  procurem ent and im p or- 

t a n t io n  o f  books and sh ou ld  subm it the r e s u lt s  o f  such s tu d ie s  t o  Unesco 

f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I I  (a )  That a sound l i b r a r y  system  i s  a p r e - r e q u is i t e  

and must be encouraged  b y  governm ents as th e  most econ om ica l means by  ' " 

w hich re a d in g  m a te r ia ls  can be p ro v id e d  t o  th e  p e o p le  o f  a c o u n tr y .

(b )  th a t  e v e ry  ecouragem ent sh ou ld  be o f f e r e d  t o  p u b l ic  and p r iv a te  

e n t e r p r is e s  in  p rom otin g  c o o p e r a t iv e  b o o k s e l l in g  in  th e  p a r t i c ip a t in g  

c o u n t r ie s ’ I I I  In  o rd e r  t o  f i l l  up th e  gaps in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  a v a ila b le  

f o r  ju v e n i le  re a d e rs  t h is  sem inar recommended t o  m em b er-cou n tries1 (a )  

t o  undertake th e  o r g a n is a t io n  o f  l i t e r a r y  w ork-shops f o r  w r ite r s  and 

i l l u s t r a t o r s  o f  c h i ld r e n 's  b o o k s , (b )  to  undertake the o r g a n is a t io n  o f  

C h ild r e n 's  Book T r u s ts , and ( c )  t o  p r o v id e  in c e n t iv e s  t o  au th ors and 

p u b lis h e r s  t o  w r ite  and p u b lis h  c h i ld r e n 's  books on a wide range o f  

s u b j e c t s . '  IV The sem inar n o ted  th a t  books s u i ta b le  f o r  s tu d e n ts , te a ch e rs  

p r o fe s s io n a l  w orkers e t c .  were i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  produ ced  l o c a l l y ,  and 

member s ta te s  were in v o lv e d  in  heavy im p o r ta tio n  o f  f o r e ig n  books w ith  

l im it e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f o r e ig n  exchange. So i t  su g g ested  th a t  i)T h e  

departm ent o f  e d u ca tio n  in  th e  member s t a t e s ,  sh o u ld , through N a tion a l 

'Book T ru sts  o r  b y  o th e r  means, prom ote o r  o rg a n ise  the w r it in g  and 

p r o d u c t io n  o f  such b o o k s , i i )  The p u b lis h e r s  in  e x p o r t in g  c o u n tr ie s
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sh ou ld  t r y  t o  rea ch  a t agreem ent w ith  p u b lis h e r s  o f  

im p o rtin g  c o u n t r ie s  f o r  l o c a l  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  f o r e ig n  

b ook s  t o  be m arketed a t low er  co s t#

i i i )  The governm ents o f  book  e x p o r t in g  c o u n tr ie s  sh ou ld  

a s s i s t  t h e i r  p u b lis h e r s  t o  ex p ort  and s e l l  books in  the
■ 53im p o rtin g  c o u n tr ie s  a t low er  p r i c e s .

E v a lu a tin g  thp im portance  o f  m & m scrip ts  in  re se a rch  

i t  recommended th a t  (a )  M anuscripts need t o  be c r e f u l l y  

p r e s e rv e d  in  t h is  area  p r e fe r a b ly  in  a i r  c o n d it io n e d  rooms 

and f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  r e p a ir  and la m in a tio n  sh ou ld  be 

p r o v id e d , (b )  Arrangem ents be madS f o r  th e  co m p ila t io n  o f  

D e s c r ip t iv e  C ata logu es o f  th e  m anuscript c o l l e c t i o n .

( c )  Adequate f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  p h o to s ta t  co p y in g  and m ic r o -
■ • 54-f i lm in g  o f  m an u scrip ts  shou ld  be a v a i la b le  in  each r e g io n .

The b ib l i o g r a p h i c a l  s i t u a t io n ^ a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  sem inar 

was v e r y  p a in f u l .  In  o rd e r  t o  im prove th e  s i t u a t io n  the 

sem inar recommended th e  fo l lo w in g  : "1 • The n a t io n a l  b i b l i o 

graphy o f  a c o u n try  sh ou ld  be com p iled  by  th e  n a t io n a l l i b r a r y ,

2 ,  The a d v is o r y  c o u n c i l  f o r  th e  c o m p ila t io n  o f  th e  n a t io n a l 

b ib l io g r a p h y  sh ou ld  as f a r  as p o s s i b l e ,  be r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  

th e  n a t io n a l  l i b r a r y  a s s o c ia t io n  and a l l  im portant governm ental 

and non—governm ental a g e n c ie s  w hich con cern ed  them selves w ith  

b o o k s , t h e i r  p r o d u c t io n  and s a l e s . (3) E very member S ta te  sh ou ld  

en a ct l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  sen d in g  e v ery  p u b l i c a t io n  in  th e  cou n try  

t o  th e  n a t io n a l  l i b r a r y ,  i f  in  e x is t e n c e ,  o r  t o  o th e r  c e n tr a l

53 . Ibi<t» . P, 7
54 . fh ld . T P. 8
RS- TTnesco B u l le t in  f o r  l i b r a r i e s ,  V ol XV. No. 2 ,M a rch -A p ril

fc. 7?'o
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depository or d ep osito ries .(4) I t  is  desirable that the 

government should finance the production of a national

b ib lio g ra p h y .^

g) Library buildings

The Seminar observed that new library buildings were 

constructed in almost a ll  the areas in the region. In some 

areas the building programme was fa ir ly  heavy and considerable 

amount of money was involved in i t .  I t  was very necessary that 

the building programme was conducted on right lin es since beside 

the wastage of money, the fau lty  buildings remained for genera

tions causing inconvenience and as an evidence of lack of fore

s ig h t. The seminar therefore resolved that: "  the library b u il

dings should be functional and fle x ib le ; that they should be 

planned in such a way that future expansion could be ea sily  made 

and f it te d  in the functional pattern; that in the planning and 

construction of new library buildings, the librarian should 

invariably be associated with the architect at a l l  stages of 

planning.

The seminar's deliberations and resolutions in the f ie ld  of

public lib raries and a llie d  services were divided inft(a) Library
58 oserveys; (■&) p ilo t  p ro jects , leg isla tio n  and financial p r o v is io n ;^

(c) library service for children ;60(d) school lib r a r ie s ;61(e)lib rary  

service v is -a -v is  social and adult education.6^

56 . Ib id .
57o 0 P .c it ,4 3 . General Report of the Plenary s e s s io n s . 10.

58 . I b id . , p . 11 .
5 9 - 6 2 - .  Sbi'cU,
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Hie Seminar recognised well the importance of library  
63

survey f or th is region and recommended ( 1) that national 

surveys sim ilar to the one contained in the Report of Advisory 

Committee fo r  lib raries published by the Government of India be 

carried out in each of the member sta tes , where i t  is  not 

possible for the member state to find the necessary leadership 

for such a survey. Unesco should afford every assistance by 

sending an expert to a ssist in the p roject. ( 2) that as a p r e li

minary to such a survey, a directory of library resources 

sim ilar to the one compiled by the Pakistan Bibliographical 

Working Group should be compiled by each member state and brought 

up to-date p e r io d ic a lly  ̂ That survey should be published as fre 

quently as p ossib le , i f  possible,not less than onoe in  three 

years.( 4 )  that i t  is  desirable that State or provincial govern

ments with the help of State or provincial library associations 

should carry on preliminary regional survey of library resources 

and s ta tis tic s ,, (5) That the results of these surveys be made 

available to authors, publishers and booksellers to reveal £o 

them the gaps to be f i l le d  in order to sa tis fy  the needs of 

various categories of readers, both adults and children. 64 

(1) The seminar recognising their importance resolved that member

63. Ib id , t p . 12 . See also India,M inistry of Education and Youth
Survxces.Report of Advisory Committee for  
LibrariesTl970.- -tage varies^

6  ̂r,
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states should enact library leg islation s for the establishment 
of public library systems based on local taxation with national 
and state aid to guarantee a basic minimum of funds for public 
library se rv ic e .(2) Pending the enactment of library leg is la tio n  
member states should set up a library directorate or unit within 
an appropriate Ministry to undertake the establishment and 
development of lib ra ries  at national, state and d is tr ic t  le v e ls .

( 3) the funds available should be u t i l is e d ,in it ia l ly , to give good
65library service in one or more selected areas only a In order to 

improve the library service for children i t  resolved "that member 

States should promote the setting up of children's sections in  

a ll  public lib r a r ie s , especially  in the State , D istrict and City 

librarieso Hecognising the potentials of the role of school 

lib ra ries  i t  resolved "that member States should in s is t  on a ll  

schools; especially  secondary schools, having lib raries satisfying  

certain uniform minimum standards and i t  may perhaps be desirable 

to withhold recognition from a secondary school that does not 

have a library satisfy in g  the standards^ I t  recognising the role 

of lib raries in social and adult education recommended that 

lib ra ries  along with ipuseums and media of mass communication should 

be made to increase their contribution to adult education;( 2) that 

the authorities concerned should establish close co-operation  

between lib raries and adult education organisations at a l l  adminis

trative  le v e ls ;( 3) that in the training of librarians for public 

lib ra ries  a course in adult education should be added. Sim ilarly  

the library set-up and library extaiision methods should form a part
/*n

of the train ing of adult education workers.

65. Ib id . , p0 14.
66. u lu .
67 .  Ib id . ,  p „  15.
68. ibict.
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The Seminar f e l t  th a t  a t  l e a s t  two im pediments in  the 

way o f  a r a p id  and sy s te m a tic  developm ent o f  u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  

sh ou ld  be rem oved . The f i r s t  prob lem  was th e  academ ic c a r e e r  

and t r a in in g  o f  th e  s t a f f  o f  th ese  l i b r a r i e s  and t h e i r  s ta tu s  

v i s - a - v i s  th e  f a c u l t y  members* The secon d  prob lem  was the s ta tu s  

o f  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r ia n  o f  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  system,,

I t  a ls o  d is c u s s e d  th e  t o p ic s  n a m ely (a ) The academ ic natu re  o f  

u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  work and s ta tu s  o f  s t a f f ; ( b )  The r o le  o f  

l i b r a r y  com m ittee ; ( c )  F in a n c ia l  p r o v is io n  f o r  u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s ;

(d )  C e n t r a l iz a t io n  and departm ental c o l l e c t i o n ; ( e )O p e n  a c c e s s  and 

( f ) C o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s *

As reg a rd s  th e  improvement o f  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  u n iv e r s i t y

l ib r a r ia n s  th e  Seminar recommended th a t  the P r o fe s s io n a l  s t a f f

o f  u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  sh ou ld  be  equated  w ith  a p p ro p r ia te  f a c u l t y
70s t a f f ,  f o r  p u rp oses  o f  s ta tu s , pay s c a le s  e t c i

(b )  The r o le  o f  L ib r a r y  Comm* t t e e s

The Seminar p a in f u l l y  ob serv ed  th a t  in  some u n iv e r s i t y

l i b r a r i e s  o f  t h i s  r e g io n  l i b r a r y  com m ittees e x e r c is e d  undue and

e x c e s s iv e  pow er and th e re b y  b e l i t t l e d  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  the l i b r a r ia n .

In  such  ca s e s  th e  l i b r a r ia n  became an in s ig n i f i c a n t  f ig u r e ..  So in

o r d e r  t o  c l e a r l y  dem arcate th e  pow er and fu n c t io n  o f  l i b r a r y  
71com m ittee and th o se  o f  th e  l i b r a r ia n ,  the Seminar recommended 

th a t  " th e  l i b r a r y  Committee in  a u n iv e r s i t y  sh ou ld  be a p o l i c y  

making and a d v is o r y  b od y ; and th a t  th e  u n iv e r s it y  l ib r a r ia n  

sh ou ld  be  in  ch arge  o f  a d m in is te r in g  th e  l i b r a r y  system  o f  the 

U n iv e rs ity ?^

6 9 pU nesco B u l le t in  f o r  L i b r a r i e s  .V o l .  ZV ,N oo2,M arch-A pril< ,p . 73* 
7 0 .G enera l R ep ort o f  th e  P len a ry  S e s s io n , P .

University lib raries
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( c )  F in a n c ia l  p r o v is io n  f o r  u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s

The Sem inar c l o s e l y  ob serv ed  th e  la c k  o f  minimum stan dard  
73

f o r  th e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  book  budget f o r  u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s .

So i t  su g g e ste d  th e  fo l lo w in g  minimum standard  f o r  t h is  p u rp o se :

11 (1 )  th e  annual l i b r a r y  bu dget sh ou ld  c o n s t i t u t e  from  3% t o  10%

o f  th e  t o t a l  annual u n iv e r s i t y  b u d g e t .(2 )  U n iv e r s ity  a u t h o r i t ie s

sh o u ld , as f a r  as p o s s i b l e ,  adopt th e  fo l lo w in g  minimum norms in

th e  annual a p p r o p r ia t io n s  o f  books and p e r io d i c a l s  f o r  the

u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s ,  v i z .  R s . 1 5 / -  p e r  stu d en t and R s. 2 0 0 /
74p e r  te a c h e r  o r  r e s e a rc h  f e l l o w *

(d )  C e n t r a l iz a t io n  and departm ental c o l l e c t i o n s .

The Seminar d is c u s s e d  b o th  the m e rits  and d em erits  o f

c e n t r a l i s e d  and d e c e n t r a l is e d  c o l l e c t i o n .  I t  ra th e r  fa v ou red  the

c e n t r a l is e d  c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r y .  In  t h is

c o n n e c t io n  i t s  recom m endation were th a t  " ( a )  th e  book  c o l l e c t i o n  o f

th e  u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  be c e n t r a l i z e d ; ( b )  a l l  book s b e lo n g in g  to

th e  u n iv e r s i t y ,  sh ou ld  b e  under c o n t r o l  and d i r e c t io n  o f  the

u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r i a n ; ( c )  a sm all number o f  book s which are needed

f o r  day t o  day te a c h in g  and r e fe r e n c e  w hich may be r e v is e d  at

th e  end o f  th e  academ ic y e a r  be is s u e d  t o  th e  departm ent and the

book s o f  w h ich  th e r e  i s  a s in g le  cop y  sh ou ld  be r e ta in e d  in
7 6u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  t o  make them a v a i la b le  t o  a l l  o

71„ I b i d .
7 2 . I b i d .
73* R e g io n a l Sem inar on p ro m o tio n . . .  p .  1 9 .
7 4 . I b i d . T p .  2 0 e
75.
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( e )  Open a c c e s s

The Sem inar r e i t e r a t e d  th e  advantages and d isa d va n tages  

o f  open s h e lv e s  system  and recommended” (a )  th a t  open a c ce ss  

sh ou ld  be g iv e n  as much as p o s s ib l e ,  ex cep t  f o r  r e fe r e n c e ,  ra re  

and out o f  p r in t  b o o k s ; (b )  th a t  new b u ild in g s  shou ld  be p lanned  

t o  ensure th e  e f f i c i e n t  o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  open a c ce ss  system ;

( c )  th a t  p o s s ib le  sa feg u a rd s  re g a rd in g  e n tra n ce , e x i t  and c o n t r o l  

o f  movement sh ou ld  be d e v is e d  and ob serv ed  and (d )  th a t  in e v it a b le  

l o s s e s  r e s u l t in g  from  open a c ce ss  sh ou ld  be w r it te n  o f f  and no 

f in a n c ia l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  sh ou ld  be a tta ch e d  t o  th e  l i b r a r y  s t a f f  

f o r  such l o s s e s .

( f )  C o lle g e  l i b r a r i e s

I t  a ls o  d id  n o t  o v e r lo o k  th e  im portance o f  c o l l e g e  e d u ca tio n  

in  th e  f i e l d  o f  u n iv e r s i t y  e d u ca tio n  and as such i t  em phasised 

th e  im provem ent o f  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  and s ta te d  th a t 'in s p e c t io n  

teams sh ou ld  ensure th a t  minimum standards w hich sh ou ld  be l a i d  

down f o r  accom m odation , s a la r y ,  s ta tu s  o f  th e  s t a f f  are b e in g  

m a in t a in e d .^  I t  i s  wo^h m en tion in g  h ere  th a t one B angladesh i 

L ib r a r ia n  nam ely Mr. Muhammad S id d iq  Khan, the then  L ib ra r ia n  

o f  th e  D acca U n iv e r s ity  L ib r a r y , w ith  a s c h o la r ly  b en t o f  m ind, 

and a v e ry  m eth od ica l approach  d id  e x c e l le n t  work as the le a d e r  

o f  Group I I  on U n iv e r s ity  L ib r a r ie s .  H is w orking pa p er  was v e ry  

c a r e f u l l y  p rep a red  and r ig h t  from  th e  b e g in n in g  e v ery  a sp e ct  o f  

U n iv e r s ity  L ib r a r ia n s h ip  was s y s te m a t ic a l ly  d e a lt  w ith .

7 6 . I b i d „ f  P . 2 1 .
77. lU d.
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The im portance o f  the Seminar c h i e f l y  c o n s is t e d  in  the 

sen se  o f  p a r t i c ip a t i o n  th a t  p e o p le  from  the v a r io u s  c o u n tr ie s  

had. The mere f a c t  th a t  th e  A sia n  c o u n tr ie s  com ing to g e th e r  under 

th e  sp o n so rsh ip  o f  Unesco was a b ig  f a c t .  The b roa d en in g  o f  

m ental h o r iz o n s  con sequ en t on such a Seminar c o u ld  n ot be ev a lu 

a ted  in  p r e c is e  term s. In  f a c t  th e  most happy p a r t  o f  the 

sem inar as r e v e a le d  from  th e  stu d y  o f  the p ro ce e d in g s  was th a t  

everyb od y  was an xiou s t o  know, t o  le a rn  and t o  share t h e ir  

e x p e r ie n c e . The m ost v a lu a b le  p a r t  o f  th e  Seminar was the p a r t i c i 

p a t io n  in  i t  o f  th e  D e leg a tes  from  A fg h a n is ta n , Burma, I ra n ,

N ep a l, T ha ilan d  and C ey lon . Because o f  the heavy w eight p a r t i c i 

p a t io n  o f  th e  D e le g a te s  from  In d ia  and P a k is ta n , someone m ight

sa y  hum orously th a t  t h is  was n ot so much a Unesco Seminar as 

an In d ia -P a k is ta n  Sem inar. But th a t  heavy p a r t i c ip a t i o n  en liv e n e d  

p ro c e e d in g s  w ith ou t in  any way m arring i t .

I t  m ight be argued th a t  n o th in g  came ou t o f  such a Seminar 

e x ce p t  th a t  a l o t  o f  In te r n a t io n a l  money was spen t on t r a v e l  and 

fo o d .  I t  was dou bted  th a t  th e  r e s o lu t io n s  p assed  in  the Seminar 

had a v e r y  p io u s  va lu e  and th a t  no Government o f  any p a r t i c ip a t in g  

co u n try  s t r a ig h t  way embarked on any f a r  re a ch in g  programme o f  

l i b r a r y  developm ent on th e  b a s is  o f  th ese  r e s o lu t io n s .

The sem inar though v e ry  im portant in  id e n t i f y in g  th e  lo o p h o le s  

and d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  l i b r a r y  developm ent in  t h is  r e g io n  and in  

su g g e s t in g  a l i s t  o f  p ragm atic  s te p s  and recom m endations f o r  

l i b r a r y  developm ent d id  n ot u n fo r tu n a te ly  c o n s id e r  the
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s p e c ia l  and n a t io n a l l i b r a r i e s .  I t  a ls o  d id  n ot c o n s id e r  the 

l i b r a r y  e d u ca tio n  w hich i s  th e  b a s is  f o r  the l i b r a r y  developm ent 

o f  t h is  r e g io n .  A n oth er v e ry  s e r io u s  sh ortcom in g  o f  th e  d e l ib e r a 

t io n s  was th a t  i t  d id  n ot sp e c i. y  in  d e t a i l s  the measures t o  be  

adapted  f o r  th e  im plem en tation  o f  th e  recom m endation in  t h is  

Sem inar, As a r e s u l t  what we f in d  i s  th a t  most o f  th e  r e s o lu t io n s  

rem ained in  th e  b o o k sh e lv e s  having no r e a c t io n  o r  re p u rcu ss io n  

in  th e  l i b r a r y  f i e l d s .  I t  d id  n ot su gg est l i b r a r y  developm ent 

a g e n c ie s $

S t i l l  i t  was the gran^ C ongress o f  L ib r a r ia n s ,e d u c a t io n is t s  

and a d m in is tra to r s  from  a l l  o v e r  th e  l i b r a r y  and th e  t o o k  w o r ld .

The r e s o lu t io n s  were im portan t ; more im portan t was th e  human 

c o n ta c t  w hich an o r g a n is a t io n s  l i k e  th e  U nesco co u ld  b r in g  about 

f o r  th e  b e tterm a n t o f  th e  w orld  s p e c i a l l y  t h is  p a r t  o f  the g lob e*

Cento Seminar

A f t e r  two y ea rs  i . e . ,  i n  1962 a n oth er  o r g a n is a t io n  namely 

CEENTO became in t e r e s t e d  in  l i b r a r y  developm ent and o rg a n ise d  a 

Seminar w hich con cern ed  th e  then  P a k is ta n . The C en tra l T rea ty  

Organization (SENTO)organized a Seminar on Library Development 
at th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  Ankara, from  12 t o  17 March 1962 . The Seminar 

was a tten d ed  b y  D r.N . S h a r ify , D ir e c to r -G e n e ra l o f  N a t io n a l ,P u b lic  

and S ch oo l L ib r a r ie s  o f  I r a n , Mr. M.N„ S a fa , D ir e c t o r ,  D ir e c to r a te  

o f  A rch iv e s  and L ib r a r ie s ,  G ovt, o f  P a k is ta n , D r .A z iz  B erker, 

G enera l D ir e c t o r  o f  L ib r a r ie s  o f  the T urkish  M in is try  o f  E d u ca tion , 

Mr. F .G ard n er, L ib r a r ia n ,C e n tr a l L ib r a r y , L u to n ,re p re s e n t in g  the
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U n ited  Kingdom, and D r. James van lu ik  o f  th e  I s ta n b u l Am erican

U n iv e r s ity ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  U nited  S ta te s  o f  A m erica . M r.John

F e rg u so n ,R e g io n a l L ib r a r ia n , B r it is h  C o u n c il, B e ir u t , Lebanon,
78was th e  r a p p o r te u r . Some t h i r t y  Turkish  l ib r a r ia n s  a ls o  p a r t i c i -

79p a ted  m  th e  d i s c u s s i o n . '

The pu rp ose  o f  th e  sem inar was t o  rev iew  th e  l i b r a r y  problem s 

o f  I r a n , P a k is ta n  and Turkey and t o  in v e s t ig a t e  in t o  th e  p o s s i 

b i l i t y  o f  .c o -o p e r a t iv e  a c t io n ,  b e a r in g  in  mind th e  s tro n g  c u lt u r a l
30lin k s  w h ich  bound th e se  th re e  c o u n tr ie s  -tog eth er .

The Seminar adopted  a number o f  recom m endations and em phasised

th a t  n a t io n a l  l i b r a r i e s  o f  th e  CENTO r e g io n  sh ou ld  co o p e ra te  in

th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  a d i r e c t o r y  o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  th e  r e g io n ; a w h o 's

who o f  l ib r a r ia n s h ip  and code o f  l i b r a r y  p r a c t i c e .  I t  was a ls o

recommended th a t  a CENTO c o n fe re n ce  sh ou ld  be c a l l e d  t o  c o n s id e r

n a t io n a l  and in t e r n a t io n a l  a reas f o r  c o -o p e r a t io n ,  a p u b l ic  l i b r a r y

p r o je c t  sh ou ld  be e s ta b lis h e d  in  each co u n try  o f  th e  r e g io n , l ib r a r y

s c h o o ls ,  open t o  a l l  s tu d en ts  o f  the r e g io n  sh ou ld  be e s ta b lis h e d

in  each  co u n try  and funds sh ou ld  be made a v a i la b le  f o r  ov e rse a s  
81

t r a in in g .  The recom m endations were v e ry  im portant f o r  th e  deve

lopm ent o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e s  in  CENTO c o u n tr ie s  b^tr 

no m easures were taken  f o r  p la n n in g  and im plem enting th e m .It  i s  

w orth  m en tion in g  h ere  th a t  the Seminar kept in  v iew  th e  o b je c t iv e  

o f  CE3TT0,but u n fo r tu n a te ly  no n o t ic e a b le  and ta n g ib le  r e s u lt s  

on l i b r a r y  developm ent fo l lo w e d  in  th e  d e s ir e d  manner.

7 8 . Unesco B u l le t in  f o r  l i b r a r i e s ,V o l.X V I , N o .5 , S e p t .-O c t .1 9 8 2 .p . 265 .
7 9 . I b i d . . p . 266 .
80« I b i d .
8 1 . I b i d .
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A ft e r  fo u r  y e a r s , in  1966 th e  CENTO con d u cted  a su rvey  which 

co v e re d  l i b r a r y  s i t u a t io n  in  th e  then  P a k is ta n . The su rvey  re p o r t  

was im p orta n t f o r  th e  developm ent o f  l i b r a r y ,  l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e s  

and l i b r a r ia n  s h ip .  The su rvey  on developm ent o f  book  a c t i v i t y  in  

I r a n , P a k ista n  and Turkey was p rep a red  a f t e r  a n in e-w eek  e v a -

■ lu a t io n  con d u cted  d u rin g  th e  Summer o f  19 66 . S eparate  co u n try

r e p o r ts  were su bm itted  f o r  th ese  th re e  c o u n tr ie s o

The su rv ey  was a u th o r ized in  March, 1 9 6 5 ,by th e  Economic

Committee o f  th e  CENTO (C e n tra l T rea ty  O rga n iza tion )*  A group o f

e ig h t  in t e r n a t i o n a l ly  repu ted  s p e c i a l i s t s  v i s i t e d  the CENTO R egion

c o u n tr ie s  and con d u cted  the su rvey  w ith  P r o fe s s o r  H arold  G.Emmerson

o f  S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  C o lle g e  a t B ro ck p o rt, N.Y„ as th e  C h ie f o f
* 82 ̂ t h is  p a rty *  The work o f  t h is  su rvey  team was c a r r ie d  ou t in

th r e e  s ta g e s :

Phase 0n e:A  fou r-w e e k  p r e -m is s io n  p e r io d  was d evoted  t o  th e

g a th e r in g  o f  l o c a l l y  a v a i la b le  datar on such fa c t o r s  as a u th o rsh ip ,

p r in t in g ,  p u b l is h in g , l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e s  and r e s o u r c e s , b o o k s e l l in g

p r a c t i c e s ,  e t c . , i n  r e la t i o n  t o  form er and l a t e r  and cu rren t

programme in  human and m a te r ia l r e s o u r ce s  developm ent in  the

c o u n tr ie s  c o n ce rn e d . The d a ta , t o g e th e r  w ith  in fo rm a tio n  on suck.

e con om ic , s o c i a l  and c u lt u r a l  f a c t o r s  in  th ese  c o u n tr ie s  form ed the 
b a s is  f o r  b r i e f i n g  docum ents p rep a red  f o r  each team member.

Econom ic p ro g ra me, Book p r o d u c t io n , im p o rta tio n  and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n in  I r a n ,P a k is tan and Turkey: a stu dy  o f  needs 
w ith  r e com m endations w ith in  c o n te x t  n f som 'a] Economic
developm ent in  parts .N ew  Y ork :A gency f o r  In te rn a t io n a l--------
fle ve 1opm ent.1 9 5 6 «p a 11„ •

CENTO Library Survey

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



541

Phase Two: F ie ld  in v e s t ig a t io n  tim e was a l lo c a t e d  as f o l l o w s ;

I r a n : ^ team m em bers:Survey tim e a p p rox im ate ly

P a k is ta n : 2 weeks . ,
5 team members: Survey tim e a p p rox im a te ly

Turkey: 6 weeks .
3 team members: Survey tim e a p p rox im a te ly  
1 week

A rea o f  c o n c e n tr a t io n  in  P a k ista n  in c lu d e d  th e  f o l lo w in g :

(1 )  books m ost re q u ire d  f o r  b a s ic  e d u ca tio n  and o v e r a l l  developm ent 

n e e d s ;(2 )b o o k s  b e s t  s u ite d  f o r  t r a n s fe r  o f  t e c h n i c a l , s c i e n t i f i c  

and P r o fe s s io n a l  knowledge in t o  the c o u n tr y;(3) r e l a t i v e  p r i o r i t y  

requ irem en ts  ( i n  term s o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s ) f o r  e x te n s io n  o f  l i t e r a c y , 

language com p eten ce , and enrichm ent o f  F a r s i , Urdu* B en ga li and 

o th e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  l o c a l  la n g u a g e s ; ( 4 )  p r i o r i t y  requ irem ents f o r  

developm ent o f  in t e r r e la t e d  s k i l l s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and o th e r  

r e s o u r ce s  needed t o  p la n , w r i t e ,  e d i t ,  m anufacture, d is t r ib u t e  

and use books o f  th e  k ind  and in  the q u a n t ity  needed , b o th  r e g io n a l ly
x.  ̂ ■ 83and on a cou n try  b a s i s .

Phase T h r e e :D e b r ie f in g  o f  f i e l d  p e r s o n n e l, fo rm u la t io n  o f

recom m endations and subsequent p r e p a ra t io n  o f  r e g io n a l and co u n try  
84-r e p o r t s .

The CENTO r e g io n  c o u n tr ie s  were v i t a l l y  in te r e s te d  in  the

a c c e le r a t io n  o f  developm en ta l book  programmes as a p r e c o n d it io n

o f  c o n t in u in g  econom ic g r o w th .A c co r d in g ly , r e p o r t  p u rp o rte d  t o :

( 1 ) d e s c r ib e  th e  needs and problem s o f  book  a v a i l a b i l i t y  in  I ra n ,

P a k ista n  and Turkey, and (2 )  make recom m endations d ir e c t e d  tow ards
85the r e s o lu t io n  o f  th e se  p rob lem s.

8 3 . I b i d . , p .  V.
8 4 . I b i d .
8 5 . I b i d . ,  p .  IV .
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W hile a s s e s s in g  the problem s o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r y  

developm ent the R eport s ta te d  th a t  th e  developm ent o f  l i b r a r i e s  

in  P a k is ta n  was c o n s id e r e d  a m atter  which re q u ire d  im m ediate 

a t t e n t io n  i f  th ese  l i b r a r i e s  were t o  a s s i s t  th e  cou n try  s p la n  

f o r  e d u ca t io n a l p r o g r e s s .  A cco rd in g  t o  th e  R eport r e so u rce s  were 

n o t  enough t o  th e  c o u n t r y 's  n e e d s . The re so u rce s  in  most ca ses  

were p o o r ly  o rg a n ize d  and l i t t l e  u sed . The p o s i t io n s  were f i l l e d  

by  l i b r a r ia n s  w ith  no t r a in in g  o r  w ith  v e ry  i n f e r i o r  t r a in in g  in  

many c a s e s .  S a la r ie s  o f  both  p r o fe s s io n a l  and n o n -p r o fe s s io n a l  

p e rs o n n e l in  the l i b r a r i e s  were v e ry  low .A n oth er  p r e s s in g  p r o 

blem s was th e  low  stan d ard  o f  many o f  the l i b r a r y  t r a in in g  

program m es. A few l ib r a r ia n s  were p r o v id in g  n o ta b le  and cap a b le  

le a d e r s h ip .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  th e re  were n ot enough l ib r a r ia n s  

o f  t h i s  c a l i b r e .  L eadersh ip  programme d id  n ot g e t p r i o r i t y .  

S o p h is t ic a te d  stu d y  and re se a rch  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e  

was la ck in g *  L ib ra ry  standard  f o r  p e r s o n n e l, b u i ld in g s , r e s o u r c e s t 

s e r v ic e s  e t c .  was n ot a v a i la b le .  The req u irem en t, f o r  many 

l i b r a r y  p o s i t i o n s ,  o f  d e p o s it  o f  cash  s e c u r i t y  was a bad 

p r a c t i c e  in  P a k is ta n . The l ib r a r ia n s  were r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  book  

l o s s .  The then  e x is t in g  b u i ld in g  and equipment were n ot s u ita b le

f o r  p r o p e r  fu n c t io n in g . D em onstration  and p i l o t  l i b r a r y  p r o je c t s

. ,  i ■ 86 o f  v a r io u s  k in ds were la c k in g .

Prim ary and Secondary S ch oo l Lib r a r i e s .
L ib r a r y  s e r v ic e s  f o r  c h i ld r e n  in  P a k is ta n , a c c o rd in g  t o

th e  R eport was ex trem e ly  u n s a t is fa c t o r y ,b o t h  q u a n t it a t iv e ly  and 

q u a l i t a t iv e ly *  A b r i e f  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  programme and f a c i l i t i e s  

a t two s c h o o l l ib r a M e s (K a r a c h i  Cantonment P u b lic  S ch oo l and

86. I b id ., Part I I I ,  p . 62.
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Government C en tra l Model S ch o o l, L a h o re ), b o th  gen era lly - 

con ced ed  t o  be among th e  b e s t  in  the co u n try , i l lu s t r a t e d  th e  needs 

f o r  a v a s t  im provem ent in  t h is  area  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e .T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  

in  b o th  th e  c a s e s  was n ot c l a s s i f i e d  o r  ca ta lo g u e d  and was sh e lv e d
on

in  a haphazard fa s h io n  w ith ou t rega rd  t o  s u b je c t  a re a .

U n iv e r s ity  and C o lle g e  L ib r a r ie s

Of th e  s i x  g e n e ra l u n iv e r s i t i e s  th e  members o f  the Team 

v i s i t e d  o n ly  u n iv e r s i t y  o f  R a jsh ah i and th e  u n iv e r s i t y  o f  S in d .

The R eport s ta te d "G e n e r a lly  sp ea k in g , secon d  t o  s p e c ia l  l i b r a r i e s ,  

u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  in  P a k ista n  are  more d ev e lop ed  than any o th e r  

typ e  o f  l i b r a r y .  More t r a in e d  l ib r a r ia n s  are w orking in  th ese  

l i b r a r i e s ,  and c o l l e c t i o n s  are b e t t e r  o rg a n ize d  and are more u s e d . . .  

E du cators how ever, have n ot y e t  f u l l y  r e a l i z e d  th e  r o le  l i b r a r i e s  

can p la y  in  th e  su p p ort o f  te a ch in g  and re se a rch  fu n c t io n s  at the 

u n iv e r s i t y .  T each in g  m ethods, based  on th e  use o f  c e r t a in  l im it e d  

t e x t  books and le c t u r e  n o t e s ,  have n ot c a l l e d  f o r  com prpehensive
a c t

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e .  L ib r a r ia n s  were n ot g iv en  academ ic rank and 

s t a t u s .  T h e ir  s a la r i e s  were v e ry  lo w . They were n ot in v it e d  t o  

take  p a r t  in  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e c is io n -m a k in g  in  m ajor a f f a i r s  o f  

th e  u n iv e r s i t y .

The R ep ort s ta te d  th a t the c o n d it io n  o f  c o l le g e  l i b r a r i e s  

in  P a k is ta n  " le a v e  much t o  be d e s i r e d " .  The c o l l e g e  l i b r a r y  s t a f f  

were ex tre m e ly  weak. The R eport fu r th e r  s ta te d  th a t  in  m a jo r ity  

o f  ca se s  th e se  l i b r a r i e s  are run by  one l ib r a r ia n  who has r e c e iv e d  

some t r a in in g ;a n d  a n oth er  few , who are  s t r i c t l y  n o n -p r o fe s s io n a l  

a s s i s t a n t s . ^

8 7 . I b id . '  p .  62,
8 8 , I b i d . , p p . 2 9 -3 0 .
8 9 . I b i d .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



544

P u b lic  L ib r a r ie s

The Team f e l t  th a t  p u b l ic  l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e s  re q u ire d  c a r e fu l  

p la n n in g  and le a d e r s h ip . The R eport s ta te d  th a t  P a k ista n  l i b r a r ia n s  

were q u ite  unaware o f  th e  im portant p a r t  th a t  th e  f r e e  p u b lic  

l i b r a r y  c o u ld  p la y  in  th e  n a t io n a l e d u ca tio n  o f  the cou n try .T h ere  

were few  le a d e r s  in  th e  co u n try  who gave g re a t  d e a l o f  a t t e n t io n  to  

th e  prob lem  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  developm en t.

The th en  E ast P a k ista n  g o v t ,  d e v e lo p e d  th e  p o s t  o f  " O f f i c e r  

on S p e c ia l  Duty f o r  L ib r a r y  D evelopm ent” t o  a c t  in  a sense as 

D ir e c t o r  o f  P u b lic  L ib r a r ie s .  West P ak ista n  d id  n o t  c r e a te  such a p o s t .  

The p u b l ic  l i b r a r y  developm ent in  West P ak ista n  was t h e r e fo r e  l e f t  

t o  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  in d iv id u a ls  w ith  v e ry  l i t t l e  c e n t r a l  p la n n in g  

and c o - o r d in a t io n .

There were 1 8 9 ^ $ u b lic  l i b r a r i e s  in  P a k is ta n ; "108 in  East 

P a k ista n  and 81 in  West P a k is ta n . This f ig u r e  in c lu d e d  a l l  ty p es  

o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s :  governm ent and m u n ic ip a l, and l i b r a r i e s  o r g a n i

sed and su p p orted  by  c lu b s ,  a s s o c ia t io n s ,  r e l i g i o u s  g rou p s , e t c .

These l i b r a r i e s  w ith  few  e x c e p t io n s  were p o o r ly  o rg a n ized  and v e r y  

l i t t l e  u s e d . The number o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  t ra in e d  s t a f f  was i n s u f f i 

c ie n t  and r e s o u r ce s  were in adequate* In  o rd e r  t o  b e n e f i t  from  

le n d in g  s e r v i c e s ,  p u b l ic  were r e q u ire d  t o  d e p o s it  an annual f e e .

The s a la r y  as w e ll  as th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  p u b lic  l i b r a r ia n  was

q u ite  lo w . They en jo y e d  v e ry  l i t t l e  a u th o r ity ,  m ajor d e c is io n s  b e in #
91 • *made b y  a so  c a l l e d  "managing com m ittee. The la c k  o f  l i b r a r y  l e g i s 

l a t i o n  was a ls o  commented in  th e  R e p o r t . 189 P u b lic  l i b r a r i e s  were 

n ot s u f f i c i e n t

9 0 . I b id .
9 1 . I b id .
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f o r  such a v a s t  co u n try  l i k e  P a k is ta n , R e co g n is in g  the im portance

o f  p u b l ic  l i b r a r y  le a d e r s  in  n a t io n a l e d u ca t io n ,th e  R eport f e l t
92the sh orta g e  o f  P u b lic  l i b r a r i e s .

S p e c ia l  L ib r a r ie s

The Team remarked th a t  s p e c ia l  l i b r a r i e s ,  e x ce p t  some o f

th e  governm ental s p e c ia l  l i b r a r i e s ,  were r e l a t i v e l y  w e ll  d ev e lop ed

in  P a k is ta n . They were ca re a te d  t o  p erform  a s p e c ia l  fu n c t io n fo r  the

i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  w hich th ey  b e lo n g e d . They were w e ll  f in a n ce d  and
93w e ll  su p p o rte d .

L ib ra ry  E d u ca tion

The Team f e l t  the needs f o r  b o th  expan sion  o f  th e  then  

e x is t in g  programmes in  e d u ca tio n  f o r  l ib r a r ia n s h ip  and the d e v e lo p 

ment o f  new l i b r a r y  s c h o o ls .  The then  e x is t in g  l ih r a r y  s ch o o ls  were 

a d m in is te re d  by  d i r e c t o r s ,  who were a t  the same t im e , heads o f  

u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r ie s .T h e  R eport s ta te d  t h a t ,  "Time has come f o r  

a d i v i s i o n  in  th e se  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ;  th a t i s ,  l i b r a r y  s ch o o ls  

sh ou ld  have f u l l - t im e  d i r e c t o r s ” . I t  fu r t h e r  s ta te d  th a t  in  some 

s c h o o ls  m ost o f  th e  s t a f f  were p a r t -t im e  te a ch e rs^ in d  thus i t  wanted

th e appointm ent o f  f u l l - t im e  te a c h e r s .

The R ep ort gave s p e c ia l  em phasis in  the fo l lo w in g  p o in t s

o f  recom m en dation s:—

1 * A m odel s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  be c r e a te d , .ffiiis model l i b r a r y  sh ou ld  

be  encouraged  t o  b e g in  th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  p r in te d  ca ta lo g u e  card s
95f o r  th e  use o f  s c h o o l l i b r a r i e s  th rou gh ou t the co u n try .

9 2 .I b i d . , p *?2
9 3 o Ib id T , p p .7 4 -7 6  t
9 4 .I b i d . , p p .8 2 -8 3 .The Department o f  l ib r ia n s h ip  o f  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  

. ’5$I5H^ka.had=no any f u l l  tim e te a c h e r  a t  th a t  tim e.B u t a t p r e 
sent-  th e re  are  13 te a ch in g  p o s ts (o n e  p r o fe s s o r ,tw o  A s s o c ia te  
P r o f . ,5 A s s is ta n t  P r o f . ,a n d  5 L e c t u r e r s ) in  the D ep t.E ig h t f u l l 

tim e t e a c h e r  have been a p p o in ted .T h e  p a «t  o f  P r o f .  i s  vacant*
95. I b i d .  p .29.
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(2 )  L ib r a r y  o f  the U n iv e r s ity  o f  Dhaka sh ou ld  p r o v id e  b orrow in g  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a l l  s tu d en ts  from  th e  e n t ir e  c o l l e c t i o n  w ith  the 

e x c e p t io n  o f  m a n u scr ip ts , ra re  c o l l e c t i o n s  and r e fe r e n c e  c o l l e c t i o n s .  

The c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  sem inar l i b r a r i e s  sh ou ld  be in te g r a te d  w ith  the 

main u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r y .  (3 )  L ending s e r v ic e s  be opened in  the 

C en tra l P u b lic  L ib r a r y  at D acca . ( ^ S o p h is t i c a t e d  stu d y  and re se a rch  

in  th e  f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  S c ie n ce  sh ou ld  be  s t a r t e d .

The team n o t in g  th e  im portance o f  a b le  l i b r a r y  le a d e rsh ip  

and ca p a b le  ed u ca tors  in  l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e  in  com prehensive l i b r a r y  

d eve lopm en t, f e l t  th e "n e e d  t o  edu cate  t h e i r  l i b r a r y  le a d e r s  to  

t r a in  l i b r a r y  tettch ers  and c a r ry  on s o p h is t ic a t e d  re se a rch  in  

L ib r a r y  Science iJ^^It recommended R e g io n a l C enter f o r  Advanced 

L ib r a r y  S tu d ies  and R esearch  at th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  K arach i t o  work in  

c l o s e  c o o p e r a t io n  w ith  the D e p t . ,  o f  L ib ra ry  S c ie n ce  and c a r ry  on many

j o i n t  p r o je c t s  w ith  th a t  Dept*

The m a jor fu n c t io n s  o f  t h i s  C enter a c co rd in g  t o  i t  sh ou ld  b e : -  

(a )  O f fe r in g  advanced te a ch in g  programmes in  L ib ra ry  S c ie n ce  in  

the form  o f  sem in ars , s p e c ia l  w orkshops, co u rse s  e t c . f o r  l i b r a r y  

le a d e r s  and L ib r a r y  S c ie n ce  t e a c h e r s « (b )C on d u ctin g  s o p h is t ic a t e d  

r e s e a rc h  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  L ib ra ry  S c ie n ce  on n a t io n a l and r e g io n a l 

le v e l s ;a n d  co n d u ct in g  a p u b l i c a t io n  programme b o th  in  E n g lish  

and in  th e  langu ages o f  p a r t i c ip a t in g  c o u n t r ie s .( c )D e v e lo p in g  

p r o fe s s io n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  needed by  l i b r a r ia n s  and te a c h e r s *  i . e .  

exp a n sion  o f  e x is t in g  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  schemes f o r  I s la m ic  L i t e r a t u r e ,

96„ Ib id 0 t p . 84-.
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developm ent o f  s p e c ia l i s e d  s u b je c t  head in g  l i s t s  in  v a r io u s  

f i e l d s  o f  know ledge in  th e  languages o f  p a r t i c ip a t in g  c o u n t r ie s .

(d )  U ndertaking p r o je c t s  le a d in g  t o  r e g io n a l b ib l i o g r a p h ic a l  

c o n t r o l  in  v a r io u s  f i e l d  o f  know ledge, e .g .r e g i o n a l  u n ion  c a ta lo g u e s , 

r e g io n a l  l i s t s  o f  p e r io d i c a l  h o ld in g s , e t c . ( e ) c o n d u c t in g  s t a t i s t i c a l  

s tu d ie s  on l i b r a r y  r e s o u r ce s  and s e r v ic e s  in  P a k is ta n , Ira n  and 

T u r k e y .^ ( f )  A L ib ra ry  Commission s im ila r  t o  th e  P a k ista n  E d u cation  

C om m issio^ b e  c r e a te d  t o  d e a l L ib ra ry  Developm ent in  P a k is ta n .

The Comm ission sh ou ld  p rom p tly  d ea l w ith  the q u e s t io n  o f  in cr e a s e d  

s a la r ie s  and s ta tu s  f o r  th e  p r o fe s s io n a l  l i b r a r i a n s . ( g )  L ib ra ry  

stand ards f o r  p e r s o n n e l,  b u i ld in g s ,  r e s o u r c e s , s e r v ic e s  e t c .  be 

e s t a b l i s h e d .  The P a k ista n  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n  was co n s id e re d  t o  be 

th e  a p p ro p r ia te  body  t o  d ev e lop  th e se  standards.(h )S p e c ia l  L ib ra ry  

Committee w ith  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  from  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n s ,L ib r a r y  

S ch o o ls  and v a r io u s  ty p es  o f  l i b r a r i e s  be c r e a t e d . ( i ) P i l o t  P u b lic  

l i b r a r y  p r o je c t  and p i l o t  s ch o o l l i b r a r y  p r o je c t  be s t a r t e d .

( j )T h e  requ irem ent f o r  many l i b r a r y  p o s i t io n s  o f  the d e p o s it  o f  a 

cash  s e c u r i t y  be w ith d ra w n .(k ) L ib r a r ia n  sh ou ld  n ot be h e ld  r e s 

p o n s ib le  f o r  book  l o s s . ( 1 )  Two s c ie n c e  l i b r a r i e s ,  one in  the then
• 99West and th e  o th e r  in  th e  then  E ast P a k ista n  sh ou ld  be e s ta b l is h e d , 

(m) P r o f e s s i o n a l ly  t r a in e d  l ib r a r ia n s  be r e c r u i t e d .  S tatus o f  the 

l ib r a r ia n s  be r a is e d ,  (n ) P u b lic  L ib ra ry  L e g is la t io n ”1 °$e  made . 

( o ) P u l l  tim e D ir e c t o r  and fu l l - t im e  te a ch e rs  be ap p o in ted  f o r  

l i b r a r y  s c h o o ls .  flew l i b r a r y  s ch o o ls

9 7 . I b i d . , pp 8 4 -8 6 .
9 8 0 P a k is ta n  E d u ca tion  C om m ission .R eport o f  th e  N a tion a l Commission 

on E d u ca tio n ,K a ra ch i: 1959*
9 9 . CENTO.Economic Program -B ook  P r o d u c t io n ,I m p o r ta t io n .. . .
1 0 0 .H usain , Ahmad., "The need f o r  P u b lic  L ib r a r y L e g i s l a t i o n , " I n :

The Need f o r  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  D eve lop m en t.. .  , p . 6 3 .
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sh ou ld  b e  d e v e lo p e d  in  v a r io u s  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  The R eport s ta te d  th a t

th e p lan n ed  u n iv e r s i t y  at C h ittagon g  and th e  u n iv e r s i t y  a t R a jsh ah i

<( have e x p re sse d  in t e r e s t  in  the developm ent o f  such s c h o o ls  and
'I 0 1  -th e  p la n s  are  under c o n s id e r a t io n s  i' The L ib ra ry  s c h o o ls  sh ou ld  

have s p e c ia l i s e d  l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  te a c h in g . The te a ch e rs  o f  

th e  s c h o o ls  sh ou ld  do o r ig in a l  re se a rch  work w ith  a v iew  tow ards 

th e  enrichm ent o f  p r o fe s s io n a l  l i b r a r y  l i t e r a t u r e  in  B en ga li and

U rd u .($ )T h e  Team in ten d ed  th e  C en tra l P u b lic  L ib r a r y , Dacca as the
*102 . - •n u cleu s  o f  p u b l i c  L ib ra ry  System and charged  i t  w ith  two m ajor

t a s k s J ( i )  developm ent o f  th e  r e g io n a l  l i b r a r i e s  at C h itta g on g ,

Khulna and R a jsh a h i and o th e r  governm ent l i b r a r i e s  th rou gh ou t E ast

P a k ista n  and ( i i )  en cou rag in g  th e  developm ent o f  non -governm ental
103p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  through  g ra n ts  o f  a id .

I t  was o b v io u s  th a t  more p u b l ic  l i b r a r i e s  be c r e a te d  i f  th e  

c o u n tr y ’ s l e v e l  o f  e d u ca tio n a l achievem ent was t o  meet th e  o b je c t iv e s  

o f  th e  T h ird  F iv e  Y ear P la n . 189 p u b l ic  l i b r a r i e s  were n ot s u f f i 

c ie n t  f o r  such a v a s t  c o u n tr y . L ib r a r ie s  sh ou ld  have been  e s t a b l i 

shed from  D iv is io n s  t o  v i l l a g e s .  At th e  un ion  c o u n c i l  l e v e l  g o v t ,  

sh ou ld  have e s ta b l is h e d  thousands o f  sm all l i b r a r i e s . ( q ) T h e  R eport 

in  r e c o g n is in g  th e  im portance  o f  the N a tion a l L ib ra ry  recommended 

th a t  th e  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  prob lem  be s o lv e d  w ith  reg a rd  t o  b o th  

te rm in o lo g y  and programme through the esta b lish m en t o f  a N a tion a l 

L ib ra ry  System w ith  two e le m e n ts :-  -£hat was through  the d e s ig n a t io n  

o f  two l i b r a r i e s  t o  c o o p e r a t iv e ly  handle n a t io n a l L ib ra ry  fu n c t io n s .  

The R eport s ta te d  th a t  th e  new L ib ra ry  a t Islam abad sh ou ld  f u l f i l  

th e  n a t io n a l  l i b r a r y  fu n c t io n  f o r  th e  West P a k is ta n .N a tion a l 

l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e s  f o r  th e  East P a k ista n  sh ou ld  be perform ed

1 0 1 . CENTO.Economic P rogram .Book P ro d u c t io n . . .  p . 8 3 .
1 0 2 . I b i d .
1 0 3 . CENTO.Economic P rogram .Book P ro d u c t io n . . .  p *7 2 .
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b y  th e  E ast P a k ista n  C en tra l P u b lic  L ib r a r y , u n t i l  such tim e as 

a new and se p a ra te  b u i ld in g  was com p le ted . These two l i b r a r i e s  

sh ou ld  p erform  such t r a d i t i o n a l  n a t io n a l  l i b r a r y  fu n c t io n s  as 

th e  developm ent o f  n a t io n a l  u n ion  c a ta lo g u e , a n a t io n a l b i b l i o 

graph y, p ro  v id e  c e n t r a l is e d  c a ta lo g u in g  s e r v ic e s  f o r  t h e i r  r e s -
*104-p e c t iv e  r e g io n s  e t c .  (r )T h e  Team in  d is c u s s in g  the " p r o fe s s io n a l  

V su p p ort and L ib r a r y  Developm ent"recom m ended C op yrigh t A c t . ,  com

p i l a t i o n  o f  cu rre n t  n a t io n a l b ib l io g r a p h ie s  in  th e  n a t io n a l and

r e g io n a l  la n g u a g e s , n a t io n a l  u n ion  ca ta lo g u e  o f  s e r i a l s  in  th e  

f i e l d  o f  S c ie n c e  and T ech n olog y , H um anities, S o c ia l  S c ie n ce s  and 

n a t io n a l u n ion  ca ta lo g u e  o f  S c ie n ce  and T ech n o log y . In  each p r o 

v in c e  th e r e  sh ou ld  be p r o v in c ia l  un ion  ca ta lo g u e  and on th e  

n a t io n a l l e v e l  th e  co u n try  needed a N a tion a l Union C a ta log u e . 

P a k ista n  v e r s io n  o f  Books in  p r in t  in  a l l  m ajor languages be 

 ̂ p u b lis h e d . Com prehensive codes f o r  ren d er in g  P a k is ta n i names be

made. The exp a n sion  o f  Dewey D ecim al C la s s i f i c a t i o n s  in  c e r t a in
, . 106 a reas be made.

The CENTO r e p o r t  was u n dou b ted ly  a v e ry  com prehensive on e .

I t  co v e re d  a lm ost a l l  the areas co n ce rn in g  developm ent o f  l i b r a r i e s  

and l i b r a r ia n s h ip .  One o f  th e  most im portant fe a tu re  o f  th e  R eport 

was th a t  i t  gave a p la n  o f  l i b r a r y  developm ent upto v i l l a g e s .  In  

com parison  w ith  o th e r  schemes o r  r e p o r ts  i t  was more com prehensive 

and co n ta in e d  more d e t a i l s  on p la n n in g  o f  l i b r a r i e s .  But the 

su rvey  tim e o f  6 weeks was a v e ry  s h o r t  p e r io d

1 0 4 . I b i d . , p p . 6 4 -6 5 o
1 0 5 . I b i d . , p .  7 9 o
1 0 6 . I b i d . 4 p .  8 0 .
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f o r  such  a b ig  t a s k . I f  a l l  th e  elem ents o f  the R eport w ould be 

m a t e r ia l is e d  the p ic t u r e  o f  the developm ent o f  l i b r a r i e s  and 

l ib r a r ia n s h ip  w ould be d i f f e r e n t  from  what we see to d a y . The R eport 

s ta te d  th a t  u n iv e r s i t y  o f  R a jsh ah i and th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  C h ittagon g  

ex p ressed  w i l l in g n e s s  t o  open th e  s c h o o l o f  l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e .  But 

u n fo r tu n a te ly  n o th in g  has been  done as y e t .  The o n ly  D ep t, o f  

L ib r a r y  S c ie n ce  in  th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  Dhaka i s  fa c in g  trem endous 

problem s in  m eetin g  th e  heavy demand and p re ssu re  o f  ad m ission  in to  

th e  D ept.

The R eport c o n fe s s e d  th a t  th e  b r e v i t y  o f  the f i e l d  m iss io n s  o f  

th r e e  c o u n tr ie s  a llow ed  l i t t l e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  the sy s te m a tic  

g a th e r in g  o f  r e l i a b l e  s t a t i s t i c s .  In  the main the f ig u r e s  g iv en  in  

th e  R ep ort w ith  reg a rd s  t o  book  p r o d u c t io n , book  s a le s ,  l i b r a r y  

h o ld in g s  e t c .w e r e  ba sed  on e s tim a tes  p ro v id e d  by  l o c a l  p u b l is h e r s ,  

l i b r a r i a n s ,  g o v t „ o f f i c i a l s , e d u c a t io n is t s  and o t h e r s .

P u b l ic  L ib r a r y  Survey

The B r i t i s h  C ou n cil was a ls o  con cern ed  w ith  th e  un developed  

l i b r a r y  s i t u a t io n  in  B angladesh . The B r it is h  C ou n cil d e s ir e d  th a t  

l i b r a r y  developm ent sh ou ld  r e c e iv e  due c o n s id e r a t io n  in  the Second 

F iv e  Y ear P lan  o f  B angladesh , 1 9 8 0 -8 5 .

So in  O ctob er  1977* S e n io r  L ib ra ry  Developm ent O f f i c e r  o f  

th e  B r i t i s h  C o u n c il ,  M r.Iv o r  Kemp, v i s i t e d  Bangladesh t o  d i s 

cu ss  w ith  th e  a u t h o r i t ie s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o v id in g  B r it is h  

a id  ^ ^ f o r  l i b r a r y  developm ent in  B angladesh . Among th e  p r o je c t s  

d is c u s s e d  were a th ree-m on th  attachm ent by a B r it is h  l i b r a r ia n  t o

1 0 7 . B angladesh P u b lic  L ib ra ry  S u rv ey iF in a l R eport in  Three 
Volumes b y  J .S tep h en  P a rk er . Bath A v o n ;£ ib ra ry  
Bevelopm ent C o n s u lta n ts ,1979* p« 3*

i
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a s s i s t  i n  a su rvey  o f  P u b lic  L ib r a r ie s  in  Bangladesh and a

s im ila r  attachm ent by  a B r it is h  L ib ra ry  p la n n er  t o  a s s i s t  in  the

preparation of plans for public library development.Bangladesh

P u b lic  L ib r a r y  Survey was the c o n s u l t a n t 's  r e p o r t  on a su rvey  o f

p u b l ic  l i b r a r i e s  i®  Bangladesh c a r r ie d  out under s u p e r v is io n  o f

Mr. J .S .P a r k e r , B r i t i s h  L .b r a r y  E x p e r t ,108by  a team o f  l o c a l  l ib r a r ia n s

in 1978-79.
The c o n s u l t a n t 's  p a r t i c ip a t i o n  in  th e  su rvey  was fin a n ce d  by 

th e  O verseas Developm ent A d m in is tra t io n  o f  th e  B r it is h  F o re ig n  

and Commonwealth O f f i c e  ( fo r m e r ly  th e  M in is try  o f  O verseas D evelop 

m ent) through  th e  B r i t i s h  C o u n c il .  The B r it is h  C ou n cil and th e  then  

C u ltu ra l A f f a i r s  and S p orts  M in is tr y  made s u b s ta n t ia l  c o n t r ib u t io n s  

b o th  in  cash  and in  k in d , t o  l o c a l  c o s t *  in  Bangladesh* The O verseas

D evelopm ent A d m in is tra t io n  a ls o  fin a n ce d  th e  c o m p u te r isa tio n  o f
109th e  su rv e y  d a ta 0

The o b je c t  o f  th e  su rvey  was t o  g a th e r  a c c u r a te , d e t a i le d  and 

com preh ensive in fo rm a tio n  on th e  th en  p r e v a i l in g  s i t u a t io n  o f  p u b l ic  

l i b r a r i e s  in  B angladesh , in  o rd e r  to  p ro v id e  a b a s is  f o r  th e  p la n n in g  

o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  developm ent under th e  Second F ive  Year P lan  o f

B a n g la d esh ,1988-85 ^
In February 1978, the government of Bangladesh formally reques

ted B ritish  Council assistance for the f ir s t  of these p ro je cts ,which 

proposed to include academic as well as public lib ra rie s .In  transmitt

ing th is request to the British Council in  London,the British Council 

Representative in  Bangladesh,Mr.V0Gordon Bennett, suggested that

th e  scop e  o f  th e  p ro p o se d  su rvey  sh ou ld  be fu r th e r  extended to
10 8 . i l j i d .  < p .1 1 .
109 .  I b i d . « p .  1 •
1 1 0 . I b i d .
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in c lu d e  a l l  a sp ects  o f  l i b r a r y  and in fo rm a tio n  s e r v ic e s  i n  the 

c o u n tr y , t o  p r o v id e  a b a s is  f o r  t h e i r  fu tu re  p la n n in g  in  accord an ce  

w ith  th e  NATIS1 1 1 (N a tio n a l In fo rm a tio n  S ystem )con cep t prom oted by 

U n esco . I t  was r e c o g n is e d  th a t  such an extended  su rvey  w ould take 

lo n g e r  than th e  th re e  months tim e o r i g i n a l l y  en v isa g ed ,a n d  th a t 

b o th  th e  su rvey  and th e  subsequent p la n n in g  attachm ent m ight be 

c a r r ie d  ou t b y  th e  same p e r s o n . The B r it is h  C ou n cil in  London f i n a 

l l y  a cce p te d  th e  ta s k  o f  su rv ey in g  m ain ly  p u b lic  l i b r a r i e s  o f  

B angladesh .

The p r o p o s a l p ro v id e d  f o r  the da ta  c o l l e c t i o n  phase o f  the 

su rvey  u s in g  q u e s t io n n a ire  and su rvey  in s t r u c t io n  p rep a red  by  

th e  c o n s u lta n t .  The q u e s t io n n a ire  was d es ig n ed  t o  e l i c i t  maximum 

resp on se  from  th e  d e s ir e d  p e r s o n s . The su rvey  co v e re d  176 p u b l ic

l i b r a r i e s  and th e  r e s u lt s  were ta b u la te d  and an a ly sed  b y  com puter.
. 112The fie p o rt  c o n ta in e d  fo l lo w in g  m ajor recom m endations.

"Adequate s t a t i s t i c s  on p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  u sers  and p u b l ic  l i b r a r y

use  be  c o l l e c t e d ,  c o l l a t e d  and used  t o  p r o v id e  a sound b a s iff  f o r  

th e  e v a lu a t io n ,p la n n in g  and m on ito r in g  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e s ;  

The range o f  s e r v ic e s  p ro v id e d  b y  p u b l ic  l i b r a r i e s  t o  t h e i r  u sers  

be  exten d ed  beyound th e  b a s ic  le n d in g  and rea d in g  room s e r v i c e s -  

w hich sh ou ld  be p ro v id e d  b y  a l l  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  t o  in c lu d e ,  at 

l e a s t ,  p r o p e r  r e fe r e n c e ,  en q u iry  and req u est s e r v ic e s ;  P u b lic  

l i b r a r i e s  be  encouraged  t o  p ro v id e  in s t r u c t io n  t o  t h e ir  u se rs  in  

how t o  make use o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ;  Any fu r th e r  p u b lic  l i b r a r y  

developm ent p la n s  sh ou ld  take accou n t o f  the s im ila r  l e v e l s  o f  d e 

mand f o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e s  in  urban and r u r a l a re a s ;

E f f o r t s  be  made t o  in c r e a s e  th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  th e  estim a ted

1 1 1 , I b i d o , p .  3 .

1120 I b id ., pp. 18 -25 .
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p o t e n t ia l  u s e r  p o p u la t io n  which made use o f  p u b l ic  l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  th e  r u ra l a re a s ; The m anuscript book  

form  c a ta lo g u e s  w hich were commonly fou nd  in  p u b l ic  l i b r a r i e s  

be e v e n tu a lly  r e p la c e d  b y  more f l e x i b l e  form s o f  ca ta lo g u e  which 

w ould b e t t e r  en a b le  l i b r a r y  u se rs  t o  d is c o v e r  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  

t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s ; P r o v is io n  be made, under th e  Second F iv e  Tear 

P la n , f o r  th e  e s ta b lish m en t o f  a fu r t h e r  50 p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e  

p o in t s  in  urban a r e a s ; P r o v is io n  be made in  th e  Second F ive  

Year P lan  f o r  an in c r e a s e  in  th e  l e v e l  o f  book  p r o v is io n  in  r u r a l 

a reas in  l i n e  w ith  the in c r e a s e  in  th e  l e v e l  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e ;  

P r o v is io n  be made in  th e  Second F iv e  Year P lan  f o r  the l e v e l  o f  

book  p r o v is io n  in  urban a re a s ; P r o v is io n  be made in  th e  Second 

F iv e  Y ear P lan  f o r  an improvement in  th e  c o n d it io n  o f  the then 

e x is t in g  p u b l ic  l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  in  b o th  urban and r u r a l 

a reas b y  d is c a r d in g  o b s o le t e  and w orn -ou t book s a t the r a te  o f  

f i v e  p e r  ce n t  o f  th e  c o l l e c t i o n s  p e r  y e a r , and t h e i r  rep lacem ent 

by  new t i t l e s  o r  new c o p ie s  a t  th e  same r a t e ;P r o v is io n  be  made 

in  th e  Second F iv e  Year p la n  f o r  an in c r e a s e  in  the l e v e l  o f  

cu r re n t  p e r i o d i c a l  p r o v is io n  in  r u r a l a re a s ; p r o v is io n  be made 

in  th e  Second F iv e  Y ear P lan  f o r  th e  l e v e l  o f  cu rre n t  p e r io d i c a l s  

p r o v is io n  in  urban areas t o  be m a in ta in e d * E ffo r ts  be  made to  

e s t a b l i s h ,  o r  encourage th e  es ta b lish m en t o f ,  good  m odem  book 

b in d in g  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  h e lp  ensura th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  p u b l ic  X 

l i b r a r y  book s in  good  c o n d it io n  so as t o  p r o lo n g  t h e i r  u s e fu l  

l i f e ;  The N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  be encouraged  t o  d e v e lo p  a n a t io n a l 

programme f o r  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  and c o n s e r v a t io n  o f  r a r e ,

1
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v a lu a b le  and l i t t l e - u s e d  l i b r a r y  m a te r ia ls ;  P r o v is io n  be made 

in  th e  Second F iv e  Year P lan  f o r  an in c r e a s e  in  th e  l e v e l s  o f  

p r o v is io n  o f  a l l  ty p e s  o f  l i b r a r y  s t a f f ,  b o th  fu l l t im e  and p a r t 

t im e , i n  r u r a l  a reas in  l i n e  w ith  the in c r e a s e  in  th e  l e v e l  o f  p u b l ic  

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e ;  P r o v is io n  be  made in  th e  Second F iv e  Year P lan  f o r  

improvement in  th e  s a la r i e s  and w orking c o n d it io n s  o f  p u b l ic  l i b r a r y  

 ̂ em ployees in  o r d e r  t o  a t t r a c t  adequate numbers o f  s u i t a b ly - q u a l i f i e d

s t a f f  in t o  th e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e ;P r o v is io n  be made in  the Second 

F iv e  Year P lan  f o r  th e  improvement and exp an sion  o f  e x is t in g  l i b r a r y  

e d u ca tio n  and t r a in in g  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  en a b le  them t o  produ ce  adequate 

numbers o f  s u i t a b ly —q u a l i f i e d  p e rso n n e l f o r  employment in  the p u b lic  

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e ;  P r o v is io n  be made in  th e  Second F iv e  Year P lan  f o r  

th e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  s u i t a b le  accom m odation f o r  th e  50 a d d it io n a l  p u b l ic  

l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e  p o in t s  p rop osed  f o r  urban a re a s ; P r o v is io n  be made 

S in  th e  Second F iv e  Year P lan  f o r  a l l  new l i b r a r i e s  in  b o th  urban

and r u r a l a reas t o  be p r o p e r ly  fu rn is h e d  and equ ip p ed , and f o r  th ese  

and a l l  th e  t h e i r  e x is t in g  p u b l ic  l i b r a r i e s  w hich la ck e d  such ite m s ; 

The im p lem en tation  o f  th e  recom m endations o f  t h is  r e p o r t  be made 

p o s s ib le  b y  th e  a l l o c a t i o n ,  under the Second F ive  Year P la n ,o f  

adequate f in a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s , c h i e f l y  from  c e n t r a l  governm ent funds 

and m ain ly  w ith in  th e  bu dget o f  th e  M in is try  o f  R e lig io u s  and C u ltu ra l 

A f f a i r s  and S p o r ts ; P r o v is io n  be made under th e  Second F iv e  Year 

 ̂ P la n , f o r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  a n a t io n a l  l i b r a r i e s  c o -o r d in a t in g

com m ittee r e p r e s e n t in g  a l l  ty p es  o f  l i b r a r y  and r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  

en su rin g  t h e i r  c o -o r d in a t e d  developm en t; Pro v i s  io n  be made under 

th e  Second F iv e  Year P lan  f o r  the M in is try  o f  R e lig io u s  and Cul

t u r a l  A f f a i r s  and S p orts  t o  e x e r c is e  c l o s e r  c o n t r o l  ov e r  p u b l i c
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l i b r a r y  developm en t; P r o v is io n  be made under th e  Second F iv e

y e a r  P lan  f o r  th e  enactm ent o f  l i b r a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  w hich w ould

f a c i l i t a t e  th e  im plem en tation  o f  th e  recom m endations o f  t h i s  E e p o rt;

E f f o r t s  b e  made t o  a ch ie v e  im proved c o -o r d in a t io n  o f  b ib l i o g r a p h i c a l

a c t i v i t y  and, in  p a r t i c u la r  t o  p u b lis h  th e  n a t io n a l b ib l io g r a p h y

more fr e q u e n t ly  and more p rom p tly ^

The E ep ort was unique and f i r s t  o f  i t s  k ind  in  t h is  c o u n tr y .

 ̂ One l i b r a r ia n  s a id  " i t  i s  a h ig h ly  s c h o la r ly  work* and perhaps th e

o n ly  t o o l  t o  h e lp  p la n n ers  s t a r t  p la n n in g  a l i b r a r y  system  in  
113B a n g la d esh ". But u n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  su rvey  was one s id e d  and 

in co m p le te  and as such  t o t a l  l i b r a r y  p ic t u r e  o f  the co u n try  was 

n o t  v i s i b l e  and a v a i la b le  in  th e  E e p o r t , Hr* P arker adm itted  th a t  

he c o u ld  n o t  make th e  r e p o r t  a l l  com prehensive and p e r f e c t  due to  

n o n - a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  p ro p e r  and adequate s a t i s t i c a l  d a ta ,w h ich  was 

so  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  any p la n n in g .T h e  w eakest p a r t  o f  th e  R eport was

* th a t  th e  su rvey  c e l l ,  w hich was housed in  the Bangladesh C en tra l

P u b lic  L ib r a r y  B u ild in g  a t Shahbagh,Dhaka ig n o re d  the fu n c t io n e r y  

o f  th e  B angladesh  C en tra l P u b lic  L ib r a r y  i t s e l f ,w h i c h  i s  the la r g e s t  

Govt .P u b l ic  L ib ra ry  o f  th e  co u n try , now Department o f  P u b lic  L ib r a r y i 

The su rv e y  r e p o r t  gave da ta  r e la t in g  t o  th e  c o l l e c t i o n s  and 

in  some c a s e s  d o u b t fu l da ta  on book  i s s u e s .  I t  gave th e  s o r b id  

c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  c o l l e c t i o n s - o u t  d a te d , w orn ,u n clean ed  b o o k s , 

n o t  p r o p e r ly  m ain ta in ed  and u se d . The su rvey  a ls o  gave s o c io -e c o n o m ic ,

113» T a lu k d er , A lauddin*"D evelopm ent o f  P u b lic  L ib r a r ie s  in  
B a n g la d esh "„Paper read  in  th e  B r i t i s h  C ou n cil Seminar on 
L ib r a r y  D evelopm ent' in  B angladesh , 1982c p p .10-11 .

I
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p o l i t i c a l  and e d u ca t io n a l background o f  Bangladesh bu t i t  d id  

n o t  g iv e  background h i s t o r y  o f  th e  e s ta b lish m en t o f  any l i b r a r y  

as to  who e s ta b l is h e d  them ,why, f o r  whom and under what c ir cu m s ta n ce s . 

Mr. P ark er  adm itted  th a t  th e  su rveyed  l i b r a r i e s  were n o t  w e ll  

u sed .E ven  in  th e  fa c e  o f  t h is  s i t u a t io n  Mr. P arker recommended to  

e s t a b l i s h  more l i b r a r i e s  and r e p la c e  th e  damaged books o f  the 

e x i s t in g  ones on th e  b a s is  o f  an "e s t im a te d  p o t e n t ia l  u s e r  p op u la 

t i o n  ( EPUP) I  1 4

In  s p i t e  o f  sh ortcom in g s , la p s e s ,  and d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  th e  su rvey  

was th e  most v a lu a b le  in strum ent f o r  g a th e r in g  in g r e d ie n ts  f o r  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  developm ent p la n n in g . I t  w i l l  rem ain as v a lu a b le  

doccum ent f o r  fu tu r e  p la n n ers  o f  P u b lic  l i b r a r i e s  in  B angladesh .

The r e p o r t  o f  t h i s  su rvey  re p re se n te d  o n ly  th e  f i r s t  step  

tow ards th e  developm ent o f  a dynamic p u b l ic  l i b r a r y  s e r v ic e  f o r  

Bangladesh and a g re a t  d e a l o f  tim e and e f f o r t  would s t i l l  be 

r e q u ire d  t o  t r a n s la t e  th e  v e r y  g e n e ra l recom m endations f o r  fu tu re  

a c t io n  in t o  a co h e re n t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  developm ent programme s u i 

t a b le  f o r  in c o r p o r a t io n  in  the F iv e  T ear P lans o f  Bangladesh*

There i s  no fundam ental re a so n , how ever, why B angladesh , p o o r  as i t  

i s ,  sh ou ld  n o t  be a b le  t o  d e v e lo p  a n a tion w id e  p u b lic  l i b r a r y  

s e r v ic e  f u l l y  ca p a b le  o f  m eeting  and s a t i s f y in g  th e  demand f o r  

such  a s e r v ic e  w hich c l e a r l y  e x is t s  in  a l l  s e c t o r s  o f  th e  community 

anH in  a l l  p a r t s  o f  Bangladesh,, I t  i s  hoped th a t  t h is  R eport w i l l  

make g r e a t  c o n t r l  .u tion s tow ard th e  atta in m en t o f  th a t g o a l .

114, Ib id ,
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THB ASIA FOUNDATION

W hile ackn ow led gin g  th e  c o n t r ib u t io n s  made b y  f o r e ig n  

f r ie n d s  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  developm ent in  t h is  land  th e  A s ia  

F ou n dation  o f  San F ra n c is c o  stands fo r e m o s t „ I t s  su p port f o r  L ib r a r ie s  

and d o n a tio n  o f  book s have been  th e  main prop  o f  1 ib r a r ir a s h tp  in  

p r e —in depen dence and p o s t  indepen dence B angladesh .

The A s ia  F ou n dation  s in c e  1954- under t h e i r  "Books f o r  A s ia  

programme" have been  d on a tin g  book s t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  C o lle g e s ,  

p u b l i c  L ib r a r ie s  and r e se a rch  in s t i t u t i o n s  a i l  o v e r  th e  la n d  

co m p ris in g  Bangladesh* The F o u n d a t io n  c o n t r ib u t io n s  are d e t a i le d  

b e lo w :

P a r t i c u la r s  o f  h e lp  ren d ered  Dates F in a n c ia l gran t

1 .  Grant o f  8 s t ip e n d s  f o r  p a r t i
c ip a n ts  o f  F u lb r ig h t  Course i n  1957-58  Hs02 ,0 0 0 / -
L ib r a r y  S c ie n ce  con du cted  b y  
th e  Dhaka U n iv e r s ity  and pu rchase  
o f  co u rse  book s*

2 .  Generous h e lp
t o  f u l f i l  th e  need f o r  M ic ro fi lm  U nit 
a t  th e  Dhaka U n iv e r s ity

1960 Amount n ot 
a v a i la b le

S
11 5 -In fo r m a t io n  o b ta in e d  from  th e A s ia  F oundation  

Dhaka*

4
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3 . D on ation  o f  100 s t e e l  1961-62

Book b ox es  f o r  in tr o d u c in g  m obile  

(B o x )L ib r a r ie s  and r e c u r r in g  c o s t

o f  R s .3 0 0  t o  R s.5> 00 /-per c e n t r e ,  

p e r  annum f o r  rep lacem en t o f  books 

and m eetin g  c o n t in g e n t  ex p en ses .

4 .  Making a v a i la b le  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  1962-63

P r o fe s s o r  C a r o ll  C*M oreland, 1963-64

L ib r a r ia n , P e n n .U n iv e rs ity

Law C o lle g e  L ib r a r y  f o r  te a ch in g  

L ib ra ry  S c ie n ce  in  th e  U n iv e r s ity  

o f  D acca .

Making s u b s id ie s  t o  th e  LAB 

co u rs e s  s in c e  1965 through  p a y in g  

rem u neration  t o  te a ch e rs ,,

6* G ran tin g  o f  30 s c h o la r s h ip s  1963-64  t o
1 9 6 5 -6 6 .

@ R s .7 5 / -  each t o  w hole tim e t r a in e e s  

o f  c e r t i f i c a t e ,Diplom a and M .A .C ourses 

in  L ib ra ry  S c ie n c e .

7 . D on ation  o f  a r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  1Q6'|

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b ib l io g r a p h ie s  t o  the 

Dacca U n iv e r s ity  L ib r a r y

8® D on ation  o f  )£ to n  a ir c o n d it io n e r s  1964-65 

t o  th e  D acca U n iv e r s ity  L ib ra ry

Amount n ot 

a v a ila b le

558

Amount n ot 

a v a i la b le

Amount n ot 

a v a ila b le

R s .2 ,2 5 0 / -

$ 1 4 ,0 0 0  
S 3 ,000

Amount n ot 

a v a i la b le .
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9o D on ation  o f  M icroca rd  Reader 

t o  th e  D acca U n iv e r s ity  L ib ra ry

1 0 .To s tre n th e n  th e  te a c h in g  s t a f f  1966 

o f  th e  D ept, o f  L ib r a r y  S c ie n c e , 

th e  F oun dation  awarded 2 

S ch o la rs h ip s  t o  ca n d id a te s  f o r  

s tu d y in g  l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e  in  

R atgers  U n iv e r s ity  and London 

U n iv e r s it y .

11* D on ation  o f  two p h o to c o p ie r  t o  1975 

Bangladesh Bank L ib ra ry

12* Making a v a i la b le  s e r v ic e s  o f
1976

 ̂ M r.D irk see lm ace , a Canadian

e x p e rt  i n  Law L ib r a r y  t o  the 

B angladesh P arliam en t L ib ra ry  

and a ls o  d on a tin g  la r g e  number 

o f  b o o k s , fu r n i t u r e , equ ipm ent, 

s u p p lie s  and b e a r in g  th e  expenses 

f o r  t r a in in g  th e  L ib r a r ia n  in  U .S .A .

 ̂ 1 3 , B earin g  th e  a i r  t r a v e l l i n g  c o s t s  to

d e le g a te s  o f  P a k ista n  L ib ra ry

A s s o c ia t io n  C on feren ces  in  1958 t o  19 61 ,1 96 3 ,1 9 64  

and 1968*

1965-66

Amount n ot 

a v a i la b le

$ 3516,53

Amount n ot 

a v a i la b le .

Amount n ot 

a v a ila b le o

Amount n o t  

a v a i la b le .

4
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14-. D onating through  EPLA

one s e t  o f  l i b r a r y  t o o l s  

and two ca rd  c a ta lo g u e  c a b in e ts  

f o r  non—g ov t •academ ic and p u b lic  

l i b r a r i e s *
Dates n ot 

a v a i la b le .

Amo tint n ot 

a v a ila b le o

15o P a r t i c ip a t io n  in  th e  developm ent

o f  R a t io n a l H ea lth  L ib ra ry  and

D occum entation  C entre under i t s
116

Form and
T e a r . .  C o n tr ib u tio n

developm ent' programme,

1975

1976

1977

1978

2 3 0 ,3 3 3 .0 0

5 6 ,4 6 9 .0 0

16 ,00 0*00

10,000.00

tion S o
Books-, jo u r 
n a l Sj subs
c r ip t i o n  t o  
cu rre n t 
jo u r n a ls ; 
fu r n itu r e  j 
equipment 
and supplies*, 
m ed ica l and 
a u d io v is u a l 
equipment and 
raw m a te r ia ls  
and s u p p lie s ; 
t r a in in g  o f  
p e r s o n n e l; 

c o n s u lta t io n  
f e e s  t o  the 

e x p e r t ; m ed ica l 
l ib r a r ia n s  
t r a in in g  work
shop ;p u b l i c i t y  
t o u r  t o  the 
M ed ica l C o lle g e ; 
shipm ent c o s t s  
etc*,

116* Bangladesho M in is tr y  o f  H ealth  and Fam ily P lan n in g  
P roform a , p a r t  A , p r o je c t  D ig e s t , D haka:Planning 
C e l l , 1980 , p .  2 5 .

i
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USIS

The most ta n g ib le  and permanent c o n t r ib u t io n  o f  USIS in  

the la n d  com p ris in g  Bangladesh were in  th e  realm s o f  l i b r a r y  

t r a in in g  and e d u ca tio n - Though l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e  e d u ca tio n  

co u rse s  s ta r t e d  in  C a lcu tta  d u rin g  th e  mid 1 9 3 0 's  b y  th e  Im p eria l 

L ib ra ry  and Bengal L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n ,  n o th in g  was done w ith in  the 

t e r r i t o r y  now c a l l e d  Bangladesh u n t i l  1 9 56 . In  1 9 5 0 's  the most 

im p orta n t and la r g e s t  l i b r a r y  in  Bangladesh was th e  Dhaka U n iv e r s ity  

L ib r a r y  w hich  used  sh e a f ca ta lo g u e  and an in d ig e n o u s ly  d ev e lop ed  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system . As th e  c o l l e c t i o n  was ap p roach in g  a hundred 

thousand ite m s , th e  l i b r a r y  was fa c in g  the s t r a in  and burden in  

o r g a n iz in g  th e  c o l l e c t i o n .A s  a r e s u lt  an a d v is o r y  recom m endation from  

USIS, th e  u n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  sw itch ed  on t o  card  ca ta lo g u e  and DDC 

system  in  1953 .

I n i t i a l l y  USIS n o t  o n ly  gave a d v is o r y  gu idance bu t a ls o  

t r a in e d  l i b r a r y  s t a f f  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l i b r a r i e s  to  o rg a n izp o th e  

l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n .  C opies o f  DDC sch ed u le  & in d e x e s ,b o th  

u n abrid ged  and a b rid g ed  were p ro cu re d  b y  USIS nad d is t r ib u t e d  

t o  d i f f e r e n t  l i b r a r i e s ,  USIS p ro v id e d  sam ples o f  ca rd  c a ta lo g u e , 

c a ta lo g u e  t ra y s  and o th e r  sam ples o f  l i b r a r y  s u p p l ie s .

V o lu n te e rs  were r e c r u i t e d  t o  g iv e  in - s e r v i c e  t r a in in g  by  USIS 

L ibrary^  The l i b r a r y  w orld  o f  B angladesh was fa s c in a t e d  by  the 

advent o f  new t o o l s  which were unknown t o  la r g e r  s e c t io n  o f  

the l i b r a r y  community,,

i
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In 1955 with the aid of USIS and sponsorship of U.S.

Education Foundation in Pakistan and the Dhaka U niversity,a  

four-month, course in librarianship was started with an American 

instructor® The course continued for few years with the in itia tiv e  

of the Director of lib rary  Services of USIS and the Librarian of 

the Dhaka University,,

Another important a c tiv itie s  of USIS was i t s  presentation  

programme. Foreign books were not always easy to get.Beginning 

from 1956 USIS started a presentation programme to

in stitu tio n s and individuals and about a hundred thousand books 

were distributed each year,^

Another very important programme was the book translation , 

under which, with the assistance of local publishers and writers 

major American hooks were translated. From 1957 to 1970 in  average

50 t i t le s  were translated into Bengali each year0

B ritish  Council.

The British Council in Bangladesh was opened in 1953° ®ie 

Dhaka library grew to 50*000 volumes mainly of a developmental 

nature and with i t s  two branches in Rajshahi and Chittagong, 

each of 15000 volume*,serving not only university students, 

teachers,researchers and P rofessionals,but also displaying a 

good example of British librarianship in Bangladesh,,

117<>In fo rm a tio n  c o l l e c t e d  from  Am erican C u ltu ra l C en tre , Dhaka.
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The B ritish  Council involved since i t s  inception in library  

development in Bangladesh playing i t s  part in the setting-up of 

the (then)East Pakistan Library Association,and providing a British  

expert to advise on the creation and curriculum of the Dept.of 

Libraj?y Science, Dhaka University*

I t  assisted  in  other ways; by long and short-term v is its  of 

Bangladeshi Librians to Britain (about 2p .a .)$  by provision of 

^ British professionals to consult with local professionals and

to run training courses. In recent years, some notable v is ito rs  

have been:Mr. G.Thompson(Librarian,Guildh.al Library, London,and 

former President of the British Library Association)to advise on 

lib ra ries  design and planning, Mr. J0Downing(lnst. of Development 

Studies, Sussex University)to work with the C ivil O fficers Training 

Academy,Miss D0 Guthrie (In stitu te of Education,London University.) 

to work with the In stitu te  of Educational Research,Dhaka University  

and a course for medical librarians run in conjunction with the 

National Medical Library and IPGMR.

Prominent among the Council's interests is  the wish to assist  

the Bangladesh government in national plans for library development • 

The survey of Public libraries in Bangladesh, 1978-79» was funded 

by the B ritish  government (not UNESCO,which seemed to be the popular 

misconception) and directed by a former British Council Librarian,

\ Mr.J.S.Parker.He returned in 1982 to attend the British Council-I
funded N a tio n a l Seminar on L ib ra ry  Developm ent a tten d ed  b y  50 

B an glad esh i p r o fe s s io n a ls  and c i v i l  s e r v a n t s

4
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A major source of assistance is  the British-government funded 

Books Presentation Programme. Since 1973, the Council presented over 

1 /4  m illion  of Books to 150 in stitu tion s in Bangladesh as well as 

making block grants to a l l  the universities of Bangladesh to help 

them replace stock lo st in the 197"1 war.The Bangladesh, based s ta ff  

of the B ritish  Council also assists  by offering in -lib rary  training,

advice to lib raries on request, and taking part in seminars and worfc-

^ v U S■ shops*.

In the financial year 1977-78 the British Council contributed

£ 10 ,000 .00  for  purchase of books, subscription to current journals,

training for medical librarian s, purchase of coupons from British

L ib ra ry  L ending D iv is io n  and equipm ent f o r  p h o to co p y in g  and b i b l i o -
11Qg r a p h ic a l  s e r v ic e s  f o r  th e  NHLDC.

Before concluding this chapter we must acknowledge in short 

though not in d etails  the contributions and generous help rendered 

by India, our neighbouring country, the greatest democracy of the 

world, having the great speed of development in education,industry, 

technology,agriculture etc .A fter Independence in 194-7 India gave 

emphasis upon the development of education including development 

of lib r a r ie s . Her development in these

118e In^forrmation obtained from British Council Library,Dhaka,

119o 0 p oc i t . ,  116„

564
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f i e l d s  are  c o l o s s a l .  In  h er  developm ent in  e d u ca tio n  th e  sense o f  

p a t r io t is m , le a d e r s h ip  and s c h o la r s h ip  was m ostly  p ro ip -n en t. In  some 

o f  th e  s ta te s  L ib r a r y  L e g is la t i o n  was even ena t e d .  The netw ork 

o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in  In d ia  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  Academ ic l i b r a r i e s  are 

re a so n a b ly  developed ,, In d ia  i s  now in  a p o s i t i o n  t o  h e lp  the n e ig h 

b o u r in g  c o u n tr ie s  in  th e  developm ent o f  l i b r a r i e s  and as such she 

has been  h e lp in g  B angladesh in  l i b r a r y  developm ent w ith  th e  lo n g  

term  Ph.D programme, sh o r t-te rm s  v i s i t s  and book  g ra n ts  under 

b a n g la d e s h -In d ia  C u ltu ra l P act.O ne s c h o la r  r e c e n t ly  came t o  Bangladesh 

from  Benaras Hindu U n iv e r s ity  h avin g  h is  Ph,D . D egree , A nother la d y  

s c h o la r  a ls o  has been  d o in g  h er  P h.D . in  K era la  U n iv e r s ity  under 

the s u p e r v is io n o f  P r o f .  K .A 0Isa e *  The In d ia n  In fo rm a tio n  Centre 

L ibrary ,D h ak a  e s ta b l is h e d  b y  th e  G ovte o f  In d ia  a f t e r  1971 has 

been  e f f e c t i v i l y  s e r v in g  th e  c o l le g e ^ u n iv e r s i t y  and re se a rch  

stu d en ts  and g e n e ra l p u b l i c ,b y  p r o v id in g  v a lu a b le  In d ia n  m a te r ia ls  

f o r  r e s e a r c h . 12Qr t  i s  hoped th a t  in  fui7ure a ls o  the G ovt„ o f  In d ia  

w i l l  h e lp  B angladesh in  p la n n in g  and developm ent o f  her p u b l i c ,  

a cad em ic, s p e c ia l  and s c h o o l l i b r a r i e s  by  p r o v id in g  a tth o la rsh ip s , 

f e l lo w s h ip s ,  a d v is o r y  s e r v i c e ,  book  gran t e t c .

■120. In fo rm a tio n  o b ta in e d  from  th e  In d ia n  In fo rm a tio n  Centre L ib r a r y , 
Dhaka.
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Ulus i t  is  found from the above discussion that the contributions 

of international and foreign agencies and organisations were no less  

important in the development of library services in this part of the 

globe9 A ll of them assessed the library situation and made many 

important recommendations on the national level a fter pointing out 

the loopholes and defects of the then library services* The UNESCO 

Regional Seminar of 1959 emphasised on the inseparable relationship  

between lib raries of a l l  types and production of books0 The Regional 

seminar on Library Development of 1960 was very important for making 

a long l i s t  of recommendations for library development, which were 

very pragmatic for development of libraries of this area„The CENTO 

Seminar of 1982 stressed the need for library co-operation among 

Iran,Pakistan and Turkey. The CENTO Seminar of 1966 surveying 

the then position of library situation of Pakistan suggested 

suitable measures for i t s  development. The Parker Report enlighten

ing us with the then miserable condition of public lib raries of 

Bangladesh id en tified  the most important fie ld s  of development in  

lib ra rie s  during the Second Five Tear Plan of Bangladesh 1980-85.

A ll the above suggestions of the agencies were made after thorough 

discussions of the then preTO-iling situation, and future require

ments of lib r a r ie s . The recommendations of these agencies served 

as the guidelines for library planning in  these areas# But the 

agencies did not unf ortunately take any measure for motivating 

the participating countries for taking necessary steps for their  

execution„They could at least request the international aid-giving

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



567
■v*

a g e n c ie s  t o  c o n s id e r  th e  e x e c u t io n  o f  t h e i r  recom m endations w ith in  

l im it s  as one o f  th e  p r e - c o n d it i o n  o f  g iv in g  a id  t o  th e  p a r t i c i 

p a t in g  c o u n tr ie s *  The f o r e ig n  a g e n c ie s  n o t  o h ly  gave a d v is o ry  

s e r v ic e s  bu t a ls o  gave d i r e c t  h e lp  in  the form  o f  f o r e ig n  cu rr 

e n cy , s c h o la r s h ip /fe l lo w s h ip  b ook  gran t e t c .  Bangladesh r e q u ire s  

more and more h e lp  f o r  h er  l i b r a r y  developm ent p lann ing ,,

\

♦
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CHAPTER : EIGHT

CONCLUSION

A ll the p la n s , schemes, Committee R ep orts  prepared  In t h is  

p a r t  o f  the v o r ld  s in c e  1947 e x c e p t  fou r  v e re  g en era l p lans f o r  the 

o v e r a l l  developm ent o f  the cou n try  bu t n o t  e x c lu s iv e ly  and a b s o lu te ly  

on the p lann ing  and o r  developm ent o f  l i b r a r i e s .  The P lanners v h i le  

making p lans in  m ost o f  the c a s e s ,  fo r  e d u ca t io n a l developm ent, 

in c i d e n t ly ,  recommended o r  put em phasis on the developm ent o f  l i b r a 

r i e s  w ith ou t making any s e r io u s  stu dy as the b a s is  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  

in fo rm a tio n  about l i b r a r i e s  o f  our c o u n try . They d id  n ot go d*ep in to  

th e  problem s o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l ib r a r ia n s h ip  in  the c o u n tr y .

One n o t ic e a b le  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  vas th a t each  p lan  had v e ry  l i t t l e  

l i n k  o r  c o n s is t e n c y  v i t h  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r s . 'The p lann ers seemed t o  

have n o t  en q u ired  about p rev iou s  p r o p o s a ls /r e p o r t s  and fo r g o t  th a t  

e v e r y  developm ent Plan vas p e r s p e c t iv e  having l i n k ,  in f lu e n c e  and 

im pact upon la t e r  P lans and schem es. I t  i s  p a in fu l ly  observed  th a t  

some o f  the p o in ts  s ta te d  in  the Key R ep ort, fo r  example v e re  not 

c o n s id e r e d  in  th e  la t e r  r e p o r t s .  As such th ere  vas heavy v a sta g e  o f  

la b o u r , money and tim e in  the f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  developm ent.

Another o b s e r v a t io n  i s  th a t  a lthough  l i b r a r y  developm ent plans 

shou ld  have been prepared by the l i b r a r ia n s ,  in  Bangladesh e x ce p t  in  

v e ry  fev  c a s e s ,  a l l  th e  P lans vere  prepared by th e  " e x p e r ts "  in  o th er  

f i e l d s  vho had no adequate co n ce p t  o f  o r g a n is a t io n  and a d m in is tra tio n

o f  l i b r a r i e s  and methods in  l ib r a r ia n s h ip .

The common fe a tu re  n o t ic e a b le  anong them vas th a t  a l l  the p lanners 

o f  governm ent spon sored  P lans as v e i l  as P lans sponsored  by o th er  

b o d ie s  r e a l i s e d  the p o t e n t ia ls  and im portance o f  th e  r o le  o f  l i b r a r i e s

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



569

in  th e  developm ent o f  e d u ca tio n  and they  remarked th a t  l i b r a r i e s  

w ere in  a d e p lo r a b le  c o n d i t i o n .  No doubt they  d e s ir e d  the developm ent 

o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  b u t d id  n ot take pains o r  endeavour to  i n i t i a t e  deve

lopm ent -work and d id  n o t  recommend a -w orkable, fu n c t io n a l ,  pragm atic 

and com preh ensive P lan a lon gw ith  the "p lan  f o r  im p lem en ta tion ". The 

p la n n ers  and con cern ed  a u th o r i t ie s  spoke lo u d ly  o f  "d e p lo ra b le  con 

d i t i o n s  " in  l i b r a r i e s ,  bu t d id  n o t  make ta n g ib le  e f f o r t s  fo r  th e  r a p id , 

re a so n a b le  and t im e ly  developm ent o f  l i b r a r i e s .  P lanners from th e v ery  

b e g in n in g  o f  the P a r t i t io n  and em ergence o f  B angladesh ware pre

o c cu p ie d  v i t h  o th e r  burn ing problem s l i k e  hunger, p o v e r ty , la w le s s 

n e s s ,  b a s ic  in d u s t r ie s  e t c .  The pain  o f  hunger d e f i n i t e l y  comes f i r s t .  

M ost p rob a b ly  f o r  th ese  re a s o n s , a lth ough  the p lanners were c o n sc io u s  

o f  th e  r o le  o f  l i b r a r i e s  and t h e ir  developm ent, th ey  co u ld  n ot g iv e  

due, p rop er  and t im e ly  em phasis and a t te n t io n  to  th e  developm ent o f  

l i b r a r i e s ^  T h is  was w e ll  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  the F i r s t  F iv e  Year P lan o f  

P a k is ta n . L ib r a r ie s  and l ib r a r ia n s  in  s p i t e  o f  p o sse ss in g  an im por

ta n t  r o le  in  th e  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  developm ent o f  the cou n try  a lso  fa i le d  

e x e r t  and im press t h e ir  in f lu e n c e  upon th e  p e o p le , s o c i e t y  and 

governm ent. There were many d is t in g u is h e d  p e r s o n a l i t ie s  and s c h o la r s  

on  the Commission/Committees and l i b r a r ia n s  c o u ld  n ot change the 

v e r y  id e a  in  them th a t  l i b r a r y  was n ot a b ig  s to r e  house o r  godovn 

o f  b o o k s . Thus Paul Sykes s a id "  L ib r a r ie s  are i r r e le v a n t  to  th e  l i v e s  

o f  m ost p e o p le . As a g en era l r o le  th ey  are t re a te d  w ith  in d i f f e r e n c e  

by th e  p u b l i c ,  th e  media and th e  p o l i t i c i a n . . .The l ib r a r y  p r o fe s s io n  

has f a i l e d  t o  lo o k  a t the w orld  th a t  e x is t s  o u ts id e  t h e ir  l i b r a r y  
g

w in dow s".

2 . Sykes, P a u l. The P u b lic  L ib ra ry  ip  P e r s p e c t iv e s : an exam in ation  
o f  i t s  o r ig in  and modern r o le *  London: C liv e  B in g ly , 1979, p . 148.
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The o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  p ic tu r e  re v e a le d  th a t  u n p reced en ted , 

unwanted and u n fa v ou rab le  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  changes were so freq u en t 

and fa s t  th a t  no programme o f  developm ent g o t a fa v o u ra b le  e n v iro n 

ment f o r  i t s  prop er im plem en tation  and e x e c u t io n . The F i r s t  F iv e  

Year P lan o f  P ak ista n  f a i l e d  due t o  l o c a l  and in t e r n a t io n a l  unpre

ced en ted  c r i s e s .  B e fo re  the F ourth  F ive  Year P lan o f  P ak ista n  vas 

 ̂ e x e c u te d , B angladesh  emerged as an independent c o u n tr y . The B angladesh

F i r s t  F iv e  Year P lan fa ce d  trem endous u n precedented  l o c a l  and fo r e ig n  

i n f l a t i o n  and -was s h a tte r e d . Thus a l l  th e  plans were a f fe c t e d  by 

changes in  u n d e r ly in g  assum ptions and exogenous v a r ia b le s  such as 

t e c h n o lo g y , p r i c e s ,  in vestm ent a l t e r n a t iv e s ,  c o n d it io n  o f  w orld  tra d e

© t  c *
The Annual Developm ent plan  which i s  a v a lu a b le  instrum ent o f  

im p lem en tation  o f  plan n o t  o n ly  in  g iv in g  more c o n c r e te  shape and

A c o n te n t  to  a F iv e  Year P lan bu t a ls o  in  a d ju s t in g  plans to  changes

in  assum ption and exogenous v a r ia b le s  d id  n ot take n e ce ssa ry  and 

adequate s te p s  f o r  proper adjustm ent o f  l i b r a r y  developm ent p la n s . 

In ad equ a te  p r o v is io n s  were made h e r e , in  alm ost a l l  th e  annual p la n s .

The Annual p lans a ls o  f a i l e d  in  most o f  the ca s e s  in  making sound

assum ption re g a rd in g  a d m in is tra tio n  c a p a c ity  and im plem en tation  a b i

l i t y .
The im plem en tation  s h o r t f a l l s  o f  the p lans o f  P ak istan  were 

due to  s e v e r a l c a u s e s . Non-developm ent ex p en d itu res  exceeded  e x p e c 

t a t i o n s ,  ea rn in g s  o f  fo r e ig n  exchange f e l l  c o n s id e r a b ly  sh ort o f  the 

p lan  p r o je c t i o n s ;  and r e c e ip t  o f  fo r e ig n  a id  was s low er and more 

meagre than was n eed ed . A c o n s id e r a b le  r i s e  to o k  p la ce  in  both  in t e r 

n a l and e x te r n a l  p r ic e s  u p s e tt in g  the c o s t  c a lc u la t io n s  in c lu d e d  in

*
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the p la n . Adverse fa c t o r s  beyond th e  c o n t r o l  o f  p u b lic  p o l i c y  and 

human e f f o r t s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  u n fav ou rab le  w eather and d e t e r io r a t io n  

in  term s o f  tra d e  and commerce v ere  e x c e p t io n a l ly  s e r io u s .  Many 

p r o je c t s  to o k  a lo n g e r  tim e t o  com plete  than had been e x p e c te d , 

c h i e f l y  due t o  d e f i c i e n t  advanced p la n n in g , sh orta ge  o f  key p e rso n n e l, 

equipm ent and m a te r ia ls  and i n e f f i c i e n t  c o -o r d in a t io n  among government 

a g e n c ie s . Above a l l  th ere  was fa i lu r e  to  ob serve  th e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  

th e  P lan .
The s h o r t f a l l  in  th e  perform ance o f  th e  economy during the Plan 

p e r io d s  o f  B angladesh  c o u ld  a lso  be a t t r ib u te d  to  a number o f  econ o

m ic and non -econ om ic fa c t o r s  such as re so u rce  s h o r t f a l l ,  n a tu ra l 

c a la m it ie s ,  i n f l a t i o n ,  in s t i t u t i o n a l  weakness and management prob lem s. 

That th e  management problem  was th e  key fa c t o r  f o r  the poor p e r fo r 

mance o f  th e  economy and in adequ ate  u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  B angladesh s 

p ro d u ct iv e  p o t e n t ia l  was alm ost ig n o r e d . Though p a in fu l i t  must be 

adm itted th a t  du ring  t h is  p e r io d  th e  law and o rd e r  s i t u a t io n  o f  the 

co u n try  d e t e r io r a te d  to  such an e x te n t  th a t  e v e ry  a sp e ct  o f  n a t io n a l 

l i f e  in c lu d in g  developm ent o f  l i b r a r i e s  was a d v e rs e ly  a f f e c t e d .

/o n e  o f  the fundam ental drawbacks o f  a l l  the governm ent and

j  non -governm ent p lans e x c e p t  th e  East P ak istan  L ib ra ry  Development 

Committee R eport which was prepared fo r  in c lu s io n  in t o  the F ourth  

\ F iv e  Year P lan o f  P ak ista n  was th a t th ey  d id  n ot s p e c i f y  tfce nature

c o n n e c t io n  i t  may a lso  be s ta te d  th a t  some o f  th e  p lans s ta te d  in  

ch a p te r  4 and 5 d id  n o t  p a r t ic u la r is e  in  s p e c i f i c  language and terms 

as t o  w hether th e  P lans framed were f o r  e it h e r  o f  th e  N a tion a l L ib 

r a r y , P u b lic  L ib ra ry  or S p e c ia l L ib r a r y .

o f  p la n n in g -a d m in is tra t iv e  planning o r  p h y s ic a l p la n n in g ^ In  t h is
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Among the number o f findings from the working o f the planning 

machinery for the development o f  lib r a r ie s  from 1947 in  th is  part o f 
the world now ca lled  Bangladesh, the important one was the lack o f  

p artic ip atio n  by the p o lit ic a l  leadership in a l l  stages o f  the planning 

processes, startin g  from the broad outlines o f  a plan to the d eta ils  

o f  preparation and implementation o f programmes and p ro je c ts . The 
p o lit ic a l  leaders have always kept far away from the day to day deve

lopment o f the planning processes o f  lib ra r ie s . The teehnocrats who 

provided leadership o f the commission aid not succeed in  gaining su

pport among the in te re st  groups to get th e ir  recommendations accepted 

and implemented. The lack o f e ffe c tiv e  co-operation between the admi

n istra tiv e  m in istries and the Planning Commission was one o f the major 

ob stacles to rapid development o f  lib r a r ie s  in  th is  area.

a n o th e r  important point i s  that .lib ra ry  development righ t from 

th e  b eg in n in g  o f  P ak istan  Rule s u ffe r e d  h e a v ily  as a r e s u l t  o f  the 

f r i c t i o n  betw een the p lann ing  m achinery run by " o u t s id e r s "  and the 

" e l i t e "  c i v i l  s e r v ic e  in  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  governm ental d e c is io n  making Is 

m ach in ery . I t  was ob served  th a t the e l i t e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e ,  b e in g  a l l  

p e rv a s iv e  in  the Government m achinery was m ain ly  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r

f r u s t r a t in g  th e  p lann ing m a ch in ery .^

P lanning in  P ak istan  and B angladesh had been  u n r e a l i s t i c .  T argets 

f ix e d  were to o  h igh  f o r  achievem ent by  the a d m in is tra t io n . This was -/ 

v e r y  c l e a r  from  the F ive  Year Plans which s e t  u n r e a l i s t i c  ta r g e ts  fo r

accom plishm ent.

O v e r a ll  p ic tu r e  o f  p u b lic  l i b r a r y  fin a n ce  in  Bangladesh a f t e r  

em ergence was n o t  en co u ra g in g . Upto 1979 the amount sp en t per poten 

t i a l  u se r  p o p u la tio n  was 30 taka  o n ly .  In  r e s p e c t  o f  t o t a l  p op u la tion
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th e e x p e n d itu re  was o n ly  *06 taka  per he aft. There were w ide v a r ia 

t io n s  in  the l e v e l s  o f  fin a n ce  prov id ed  in  the d i f f e r e n t  d i v i s i o n s .  

Nin&y one per ce n t  o f  a l l  p u b lic  l i b r a r y  fin a n ce  went t o  th e  urban 

a re a s , which r e c e iv e d  40 tim es the amount o f  the r u r a l a re a s . Govern

ment fu n d in g  in s te a d  o f  r e d r e s s in g  t h is  im balance in cre a s e d  i t .  T his 

was the s i t u a t io n  du rin g  TYP in  1979 a cco rd in g  t o  the r e p o r t  o f  J .S .  

Parker in  B angladesh  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  su rv ey , 1979. The p o s it io n  d id  

n o t  im prove much a f t e r  t h i s .  T h is was alm ost due t o  th e  absence o f  

any o v e r a l l  n a t io n a l  p o l i c y  f o r  l i b r a r y  developm ent.

B u re a u cra t ic  supremacy r ig h t  from  1947 was another s t r ik in g  

f a c t o r  which hampered th e  developm ent and es ta b lish m en t o f  l i b r a r i e s  

i n  the c o u n tr y . As a r e s u lt  l ib r a r ia n s  and c i t i z e n s  had v e ry  l i t t l e  

say  in  th ese  a f f a i r s .  T h is  i s  e v id e n t  from the v ery  f a c t  th a t  r ig h t  

from  independence o f  P ak istan  to  1971 the p e o p le ’ s r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  

in  the tru e  sense o f  the term  ru led  the co u n try  f o r  a v ery  sh o rt  tim e . 

The co u n try  was under the ru le  o f  the c i v i l  and m il i t a r y 3 o f f i c e r s  

f o r  a c o n s id e r a b le  p e r io d . The same tempo i s  v i s i b l e  even a f t e r  the 

emergence o f  B an gladesh . Here a lso  the m il i t a r y  and c i v i l  o f f i c e r s  

were d eterm in in g  the fu tu re  d e s t in y  o f  the co u n try  a llo w in g  v ery  

l i t t l e  o p p o r tu n ity  t o  the peop le  fo r  f in d in g  t h e ir  own lu c k .  W hatever 

was recommended in  the p la n s , depended a b s o lu te ly  on th e  sweet w i l l  

o f  th e  h igh  o f f i c e r s  who in  many ca ses  a l l o t t e d  o n ly  th e  re s id u e s  o f  

a l l o c a t io n  f o r  l i b r a r y  developm en t. Thus t h is  la c k  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  and 

apathy o f  th e  a d m in is tra to rs  m aib ly  accounted  fo r  th e  re ta rd e d  grovth  

and unplanned developm ent o f  l i b r a r i e s .

3 .  J a n o w itz , M o r r is .  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t i o n s  and C o e r .io n  in  the Deve
lo p in g  N a tio n s , C h ica go : The U n iv e r s ity  o f  Chicago P re s s , 1977.
pp . 4 3 . 4 6 , 6 3 ,1 6 6 -6 7 . See a ls o  Muhammad Asgar Khan. G enerals in  
P o l i t l c s -P a k is t a n  19 58-1982 . D acca: U n iv e r s ity  P ress  L im ite d , 1983. 
I5ages v a r y .
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P lanning o b v io u s ly  depended upon needs and demand^ from p e o p le . 

Though need  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  in  academ ic i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a d u lt e d u ca tio n , 

r e c r e a t io n ,  econom ic developm ent, e t c .  were always agreed w ithou t 

any r e s e r v a t io n ,  th ere  was no demand f o r  e s t a b l is h in g  l i b r a r i e s  from 

the p e o p le . There was no h e a lth y  l i b r a r y  movement in  the co u n try .

No p a rty  in  power e v e r  in c lu d e d  l i b r a r y  developm ent in  i t s  m a in fe s to . 

In  a la n d  in h e r i t in g  the deep  ro o te d  t r a d i t io n  o f  " f o l lo w  the le a d e r " ,  

th e  cause o f  l i b r a r i e s  f a i l e d  f o r  want o f  r ig h t  le a d e r s .  " I t  was not 

so much o f  the cause o f  l i g h t  th a t  f a i l e d ,  bu t the p u b l i c - l i g h t e r  th a t 

f a i l e d " . 4

One v ery  im porta n t drawback o f  l i b r a r y  planning in  Bangladesh 

was the la c k  o f  em phasis on th e  developm ent o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  the 

prim ary s c h o o ls  and v i l l a g e s .  E ducation  in  th e  prim ary s ch o o ls  and 

in  v i l l a g e s  i s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  e d u ca t io n . In  the absence o f  l i b 

ra ry  at th e  r o o t  o r  fo u n d a t io n , the e n t ir e  s tr u c tu r e  o f  e d u ca tio n  

in  th e  co u n try  had been weak. Most o f  th e  plans em phasised the 

c o l l e g e  and U n iv e r s ity  l i b r a r y  developm ent. The m a jo r ity  o f  th e  plans 

were s i l e n t  about s ch o o l l i b r a r i e s  n o t  t o  m ention  prim ary s ch o o l 

and v i l l a g e  l i b r a r i e s .  The emphasis was a passin g  r e fe r e n c e  w ithou t 

any d e t a i l s .  I f  the fou n d a tion  i s  weak, the upper f l o o r  can n ot be 

s tr o n g . A lthough from our v ie w p o in t , some o f  the U n iv e r s ity  l i b r a r i e s  

more o r  l e s s  had a good c o l l e c t i o n ,  n o t  from the W estern v ie w p o in t , 

y e t  th e  standard o f  h ig h e r  ed u ca tion  was fa s t  d e c re a s in g  day by  da y .

4 .  Khan, M .S . "L ib r a r ie s  in  B a n g lad esh ", The E astern  LlfrrM ± 3 i» 
V o l .  1 , N o .3 ,  P .6 7 .
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Reading h a b it  was n o t  d ev e lop ed  even  among the U n iv e r s ity  stu d en ts  

at th e  graduate and p ost graduate l e v e l s .  The r o o t  cause l i e s  in  the 

fa c t  th a t  th ere  i s  a la c k  o f  th e  fo rm a tion  o f  rea d in g  h a b its  due to  

nonexis^tence o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  th e  prim ary s ch o o ls  and v i l l a g e s .  The v ery  

system  o f  h ig h e r  e d u ca tio n  does  n ot encourage stu d en ts  f o r  e x t r a  in d e 

pendent s tu d y . Our L ib ra ry  p lann ing in s te a d  o f  b e in g  s ta r t e d  from the 

L over l e v e l s  i . e .  prim ary s c h o o ls  and v i l l a g e s ,  s ta r te d  in s te a d  from 

the h ig h e s t  l e v e l s - u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s ,  which f a i l e d  t o  im part 

f r u i t f u l  in s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  c r e a t in g  read in g  h a b its  among th e  l ib r a r y  

u s e r s .

L ib r a r ie s  o f  a l l  ty p e s  in  Bangladesh are n ot u n ifo rm ly  and sy s 

t e m a t ic a l ly  d e v e lo p e d . Very few s p e c ia l  l i b r a r i e s  w*re w e ll -d e v e lo p e d . 

U n iv e r s ity  l i b r a r i e s ,  o f  c o u r s e , g o t  b e t t e r  f in a n c ia l  g ra n ts . Some 

o f  the c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  were v e ry  o ld  and had good c o l l e c t i o n  in  

t h e ir  s t o c k .  O ther c o l l e g e s  had "p ro form a" l i b r a r y ,  n o t  t o  speak o f  

l i b r a r y  in  th e  tru e  sense o f  the term . The secon d ary  s c h o o l l i b r a r i e s  

are d e p lo r a b le .  In  most o f  the Madrasahs and prim ary s c h o o ls ,  th ere  

are no l i b r a r i e s .  T h is  s ta te  o f  a f f a i r s  i s  in ju r io u s  f o r  h e a lth y  and 

harm onious growth o f  e d u ca tio n  and c u ltu r e  in  the c o u n tr y . The* s it u a 

t i o n  i s  c e r t a i n ly  due t o  absence o f  c e n t r a l is e d  l i b r a r y  planning and

e x e cu t in g  a u th o r ity .

The l i b r a r y  has a g re a t  r o le  to  p la y  in  the s o c io -e co n o m ic  deve

lopm ent o f  th e  co u n try . But l i b r a r y  developm ent p lann ing has n ot been 

approached w h ile  keep in g  in  view  th e  s o c i a l  and econom ic needs o f  th e  

c o u n tr y . Books fu r th e r in g  the cause o f  the developm ent o f  s o c ia l  

v a lu e s  and econom ic needs were n o t  recommended in  any o f  th e  p la n s .
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Books on fa m ily  p la n n in g , ch a r a c te r  b u i ld in g ,  sm all in d u s t r ie s  

e t c .  are re q u ire d  in  the l i b r a r i e s .  The p lann ers d id  n o t  em phasise 

th a t  the l i b r a r y  was an econom ic investm ent fo r  e d u c a t io n a l and 

c u l t u r a l  developm ent in  the then P ak istan  and p resen t B an gladesh .

L ib r a r y  p la n n in g , n o t  t o  speak o f  g en era l p lann ing here s in ce  

1947, d id  n o t  p e r f e c t ly  observe  th e  main im p l ic a t io n s  o f  p lan n in g ,

A nam ely (a )  fo rm u la tio n  o f  o b je c t iv e s  o r  g o a ls ,  (b ) f i x in g  ta r g e ts

t o  be a ch ieved  and p r i o r i t i e s  o f  developm en t, ( c )  m o b il is a t io n  o f  

the f in a n c ia l  and o th e r  r e so u rce s  re q u ire d  f o r  the e x e c u t io n  o f  

the p la n , (d ) c r e a t io n  o f  n e ce ssa ry  o r g a n is a t io n  o r  agency f o r  the 

e x e c u t io n  o f  the p la n , and (e )  c r e a t in g  m achinery f o r  a s se ss in g  th e  

p ro g re ss  made. C on sid erin g  the p o in ts  o f  im p lic a t io n s  o f  p la n s , i t  

i s  found th a t  in  no plan  th ere  -was adequate and a p p ro p r ia te  fo r m u la  

t i o n  o f  o b je c t iv e s  o r  g o a ls  f o r  l i b r a r y  developm ent in  c le a r  term s.

* F ix in g  t a r g e t s  to  be a ch ieved  and p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  p a r t ic u la r  a sp ect

o r  type o f  l i b r a r y  f o r  developm ent vere n ot r a t io n a l ly  done in  the 

p la n s . No e x c lu s iv e  p r o v is io n s  v ere  made fo r  m o b il is a t io n  o f  th e  

f in a n c ia l  and o th e r  r e so u rce s  f o r  the e x e c u t io n  o f  th e  P lan o f  

l i b r a r y  developm en t. T h is  v e ry  v i t a l  p o in t ,  la s t  © f a l l ,  vas l e f t  

t o  the k indn ess o r  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  th e  con cern ed  o f f i c e r s .  A ll  the 

p lan s d e s ir e d  the developm ent o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  d i f f e r e n t  forms or  ^

 ̂ d e g r e e s . But no p lann ing a u th o r ity  made any attem pt f o r  th e  c re a 

t io n  o f  n e ce s s a ry  agency (L ib ra ry  developm ent A u th o r ity ) f o r  the 

e x e c u t io n  o f  the p la n . W hatever amount o f  money -was sp en t every  

y e a r , p ro g re s s  o f  developm ent v ork  vas n ever a s s e s s e d , eva lu a ted  

and p u b lish e d  f o r  in fo r m a tio n  and n e ce ssa ry  a c t io n  both  f o r  the 

p u b lic  and im plem enting agency.
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The fo r e g o in g  d is c u s s io n  o f  l i b r a r y  p lanning from 1947 shovs 

th a t  the p lann ing  o f  the s e r v ic e s  vere  n ot d u ly  and f u l l y  c o n s i 

dered  ( i )  t o  r e v ie v  and r e c t i f y  c e r t a in  cu rre n t  id e a s ,  u n s a t is 

fa c t o r y  from a l l  p o in ts  o f  v ie v ,  ( i i )  t o  ensure fu r th e r  and b e t t e r  

use o f  th e  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  a lrea d y  a v a i la b le ;  ( i i i )  t o  b r in g  

about an o r g a n ic  exp a n sion  o f  such f a c i l i t i e s  and ( i v )  t o  im prove 

l i b r a r y  system s, a d m in is tra tiv e  methods and standard o f  s e r v ic e s .

Though the p la n n ers  d e s c r ib e d  the l i b r a r y  s i t u a t io n  as "d e p lo r a b le "  

th ey  d id  n o t  i d e n t i f y  the f a c t o r s ,  u n s a t is fa c t o r y  from  a l l  p o in ts  

o f  v i e v ,  and th ey  d id  n o t  su g g est measures f o r  r e c t i f y in g  them. In  

the same vay  th e y  remarked th a t  l i b r a r i e s  are the "h e a rt  o f  the 

i n s t i t u t i o n " ,  "p u b lic  l i b r a r i e s  are the p e o p le * s  u n i v e r s i t i e s " .  But 

th ey  d id  n o t  id e n t i f y  in  a m a jo r ity  o f  ca s e s  the s p e c i f i c  p o in ts  

and s ta g e s  r e q u ir in g  developm en t, from  the s ta n d p o in ts  o f  c h i ld r e n , 

a d o le s c e n ts  and a d u lts . Tn most o f  th e  ca ses  t h e ir  sta tem ents and 

recom m endations vere  o f  g e n e ra l ty p e . The p lann ers d id  n o t  make any 

p r o v is io n  f o r  b r in g in g  about an o rg a n ic  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  and expansion  

o f  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  a lre a d y  a v a i la b le .  I t  i s  observed  th a t  there 

were la c k  o f  c o o rd in a te d  l ib r a r y  system , m ach inery, a u th o r ity  and 

a d m in is tra t iv e  methods in  th e  p lanning o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  B angladesh .

A lo n g  l i s t  o f  p lann ing i s  a v a ila b le  in  the fo r e g o in g  c h a p te r s , but 

in  none o f  them vas th ere  any su g g e st io n  o r  recom m endation f o r  th e  

in t r o d u c t io n  o f  a sound l ib r a r y  system and l ib r a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  in  

s u f f i c i e n t  d e t a i l s ,  e f f e c t i v e  and fu n c t io n a l  m achinery and adm inis

t r a t i v e  m ethods. Things v ere  p la ced  at the h^nds o f  c le r k s  and o f f i c e r  

many o f  vhom v ere  prom oted from  the p o sts  o f  c le r k s ,  v it h  o c c a s io n a l  

s u p e r v is io n  o f  s u p e r io r  o f f i c e r s .  The la c k  o f  e f f i c i e n t  m achinery
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caused the greatest damage in the process of library development in 

the country. The planners, had l i t t l e  ideas about Library System • 

Another very important point, noticed from the thorough examination 

of the plans stated above, is  that the planners did not make in s u ffi 

cient d e ta ils  any provision to improve the standard of the services of 

the administrative, professional, technical and auxiliary s ta f f .

Intensive and extensive study of the Plans reveals that they did 

not observe the methodical and objective investigation of the then 

situation and shortcomings of the lib raries at national, regional and 

local lev e ls  and from the quantitative, q u alitative, administrative 

and financial angles. No panel of librarians like the panel of econo

m ists, sc ien tists  vas ever formed for suggesting the fie ld s of deve

lopment. In no Plan, there was separate and exclusive drafting of 

programmes for the extension and improvement o f library services, for 

sp ecia list criticism  and observations, and thereafter i t s  adoption and 

implementation on an experimental b a sis . In the case of Five Year Plans, 

draft plans vere circulated. But the circulation vas so limited that 

interested persons missed the chance of seeing i t .  In the absence of 

any separate chapter for Libraries, the specific points vere mixed 

and amalgamated in  most o f the cas^s with education, here and there.

I t  vas very d iff ic u lt  and time consuming to co llect a ll the points 

mentioned here and there in the plans to form a comprehensive and 

objective viev about library development. There vas every chance that 

one might miss one or tvo sentences about library development even 

after thorough perusal o f the big volume of one thousand pages in  

some cases. Moreover, the plans did not contain any index. The drafts, 

for obvious reasons, fa iled  to attract the attention of the education

is t s  and other person not to speak o f  the lib rarin s. As such the
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sp ecia list criticism s and observations were very few and incomplete. 

Moreover the lim ited sp e cia list critic ism s, put forward was not con

sidered by the ruling bureaucrats at the helm of planning. This point 

was evident and clear when we studied the Draft Fourth Five Year Plan 

o f Pakistan. The specific  development plans both from West Pakistan 

and East Pakistan en titled  SPIL Report and gast Pakis^ayi Library M S :  

lornent C n m m i tt.ee Report respectively were submitted as recommendations 

for inclusion in the Fourth Five-Year Plan in i t s  fin a l form. But the 

fin al Plan almost ignored the recommendations and thus the main purpose

was fo ile d .
Concepts o f economic and social planning had not been introduced 

into the fie ld  o f lib r a r ie s . Sporadic attempts were no doubt made to 

organize a particular sector o f library services such as public l ib 

raries but Bangladesh had not endeavoured to build up a national l ib 

rary system which could integrate the resources and services of a ll  

types o f lib raries in the overall interest of the country.

Provision of Library Services suffered from serious deficiencies  

in coverage and quality as a consequence o f the lack of sound educa

tional planning. Unfortunately no Educational Policy or Programme from 

1947 to 1983 was properly prepared and accepted. Developments in edu

cation were however fortuitous and interm ittent, with no real benefits

o f  the people.
The philosophy, objectives and system o f education had not yet 

been determined. Many Education Commissions were formed, but the stan

dards o f  educational systems at d ifferent levels had not even been 

fixed . As such library planning had been obstructed. Primary education 

had not been compulsory. Accommodation in primary education was pitiable,
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Secondary education mostly depended on donations. The overall con

dition  o f most o f the primary and Secondary schools was so poor and 

deplorable that one might not dare to think o f Planning lib raries  

for them. Moreover the system o f education at d ifferent lev els  had 

not been made library-based. Students read some pages o f  text books 

and they passed the examinations. Many students without reading text 

books cramed some easy note books available In the market. Surpri

singly in many cases they passed the examinations with cred it. So in  

such conditions students did not fe e l the necessity and incentive of  

going to the lib ra ry . As a consequence the planners also did not fee l  

encouraged in giving emphasis in library development in schools and 

colleges though since 1947 large number o f mushroom schools and c o lle 

ges were established In every nook and corner o f  the country. Setting 

up of new colleges and schools became a p o l i t i c  issue for winking 

electio n s. The planning o f library was not always considered along- 

with the construction o f the building of the in stitu tio n . As such

library provision lagg*d behind#
L ibraries which had been called  "the memory o f the human ra ce" 

was not too well-known to the immediately previous generations o f  

educated Bangladeshis. Undoubtedly most o f  them flaunt higher degrees 

from u n iv e rsitie s  but t h e i r '3 was In the main, a memorization v ia  

-c r ib s - based system o f  education and not a library-based "fin d  out 

for y o u r se lf" system of education. The fa u lt was not th e ir s ; lib r a r ie s  

vere then few in  number and poor in  condition and many educated Per

sons were as such strangers to  l ib r a r ie s . As such our administrators 

and even educationists o f  eminence did not emphasise the need o f  

planning lib r a r ie s  and helping In th e ir  establishment and developnent.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



581

I t  i s  important that National Library Association and other 

related associations be involved in planning for the development 

o f  library services. But i t  is  very much doubted from the analysis 

o f the previous Plans whether the Library Associations had any e ffe 

ctive role in  library planning*

State, regional and loca l planning was also necessary in order 

to apply national standards and goals to local factors. Local factors 

of East Pakistan differed from those in West Pakistan. So the national 

planners could not fu lly  understand the local factors o f East Pakis

tan in Planning lib raries e .g . their reading habits, their hopes 

and aspirations, their customs, their social and economic needs e tc .

Another important step in planning i s  the development of national 
standards for lib r a r ie s . These standards should set forth sound 

principles and practices in terms o f organization and administration 

of library services, library m aterials, and general operating expen

ses including maintenance costs, equipment, supplies, travel and 

other expenses. I t  must set an overall guide including sample budgets 

for lib r a r ie s . But the aforesaid Plans did not set any such standard 

for library development for Bangladesh. So i t  can be concluded that 

the concept o f library development based on standards for personnel, 

resources, services and building was not developed during Pakistan 

rule and in Bangladesh.

Unfortunately most of the aforesaid Plans did not put any 

emphasis upon standard of library training, and education. Some o f  

them even did not mention anything about library education. Even to 

day most of the library s ta ff  in the country are untrained not to
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speak o f holding Diploma or Degree in Library Science from the 

university o f Dhaka, the only in stitu tion  offering Diploma andM.A. 

Degree in  the subject. This lack of adequate provision for library  

education was on© of the important factors for u nscientific planning

of lib r a r ie s .
No plan made by the govt, recognised librarianship as a technical 

profession lik e  doctors, engineers, agriculturists e tc . This non

recognition adversely affected the socio-economic position of the 

profession. So lib raries and librarians were treated in d ifferen tly  by 

the society . This unhappy situation -worked against proper planning

and development of lib r a r ie s .

The aforesaid plans except the "Enam Committee Report” did not 

make any provision for personnel management for the smooth functioning 

o f lib r a r ie s . The personnel relationship in  the absence of sp ecifi

cation o f  duties vas not so cordial. The absence o f gualification  test  

and en ment rules also created hofch potch in the lib r a r ie s . Thus 

the overall objectives of the organisation vere not accomplis

hed .
No plan except •’Enam Committee Report" did mention anywhere that 

lib ra rie s  should be administered only by the professionally qualified  

persons with Degree or Diploma in  Library Science. As a result emplo

yers in some cases did not select professionally trained candidates 

for running their lib r a r ie s . As a result many untrained persons v€re 

employed in govt, and non-govt, lib raries including the University 

of Dhaka, the "Oxford of the East" as popularly known in the past and 

even today. I t  is  surprising to note that the only university in

*
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Bangladesh imparting post-graduate library education since 1962 

has not yet fe lt  the need of appointing a professionally qualified  

librarians for the library which was established in 1921. This is  

exactly lik e  a father who disowns his only child .

A c r it ic a l  appraisal o f the Plans since 1947 revealed that 

there was foreign influence and impact, upon the establishment and 

development o f lib raries in this part of the world. Many Library 

experts from America and England visited  and conducted courses in  

Library Science. They le f t  some influence upon the library develop

ment o f the country. They propagated and displayed the idea of open- 

access system which was f ir s t  introduced in the Central Public Lib

rary established in the then East Pakistan. Other lib raries estab

lished la te r , followed that lead also. The syllabi of the Dept, o f  

library Science was the blending of the Syllabi of the School of 

Librarianship and Archives, University of London and those o f the

American U n iversities.
A c r it ic a l  analysis o f  a ll  the Plans revealed that there was

peacemeal planning of lib raries by government with problems tackled 

in Isolation.^Library planning has to be comprehensive and not 

isolated  and piecemeal. H©nce in d iv id u alistic , isolated and inde

pendent action for development of various sectors of library is  

naturally out of place. Library development efforts here were not 
properly co-ordinated. Library development endeavours were haphaz

a r d , d iffu se , indiscriminate and p itfu l whereas i t  ought to be 

regular, and systematic.

TogT— p. 180. One of the contributors was Dr.A.M. A bd O L  nuq. a 
Bang!adeshi now working as Associate Professor, S t. John Univer
s ity , New York.
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After Partition of India library movement and library development 

vere beginning to take shape in West Pakistan. In Karachi alone, about 

f i f t y  lib ra ries  vere founded by the then central government in the 

research in stitu tion s immediately after the establishment o f  Pakistan. 

The Directorate of Archives and Libraries vas set up in 1949 by the 

central government In Karachi in the then West Pakistan. The Liaquate 

National Library, envisaged as a great national in stitu tio n , vas

established in Karachi in 1951.

There vas no such Plan for establishing a counterpart National

Library due to geographical factors in the then East Pakistan (Nov 

Bangladesh) resulting in deprivation o f the rigjits of the people here. 

Another important point of disparity vas that two Departments of 

Library Science vere established in West Pakistan but only one Depart

ment of Library Science vas established in Dacca, the then capital 

o f East Pakistan. In to ta l West Pakistan had three Departments of  

Library Science viiereas East Paldstan had only one Department of 

Library Science. The four library schools established veret University 

o f Karachi (1956), University o f Dacca(1959), University of Punjab 

(1959) and University of Peshavar (1962). The University of Karachi 

started Ph.D. course In 1961 vhereas the University of Dacca vas not 

planned and alloved to in stitu te  the Ph.D. course in Library Science. 

The following chart w ill show the degree of to ta l disparity. 

Development Expenditure In Pakistan in M illion  Repees-

F.ast Pakistan _  ----------- — — < ^ Pp-H v a te ^ ^  Total~~Public P rivate Total Z ------- PufcliS------- Private-------i'° W -

1950-1970. 20,430 9,530 29,960 30,350 31,630 61,980

g Sobhan- Rehman and Ahmed, Muzaffar. pufrllg Enterprise j.,n jp
lA the p o l i t i c  W " T ° ;

Dacca: Bangladesh In stitu te  of Development studies, 1980,p .33.
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Surveying "the reading needs of urban and rural communities is  

one of the important pre-condition of the Library Planning, but the 

aforesaid planners did not survey the reading needs. As such ve find 

that public lib raries were not v e il used by readers. Readers did not 

get books according to their choice and in terests. The same conditions 

prevailed in university lib r a r ie s , special lib r a r ie s , college l ib 

raries and school lib ra r ie s .

A thorough investigation into the Plans also revealed that altho

ugh librarians o f the country vere excluded from the Planning Commi

ssion/Schem es/Projects, they on their part did not v irtu a lly  take 

any spontaneous step and in itia tiv e  for planning their ovn libraries  

or lib raries of the lo c a lity  or region, not to speak o f the nation 

as a vhole. They vaited for development Plans to be prepared by the 

government for their own lib r a r ie s . They did not prepare or try to 

prepare any development Plan for their own lib raries say for building, 

service, or s ta f f  etc . and submit i t  to the authority for implemen

tatio n . This unfortunate situation was mostly due to the fact that 

the librarians o f the country, most of vhom were the products o f  the 

University o f Dhaka, were not given any idea or instruction about 

elements, methods and mechanisms e tc . o f Library planning in the 

course o f  doing their degree and diploma. They were almost in the 

dark about them. Moreover the resources in the form of personnel, 

money, materials e tc . at the disposal of the librarians were lim ited. 

In many cases they were busy with their prestige, status, paysc ales 

and survival, not to speak of development. Most of the academic l ib 

raries o f the country were located in rooms not origin ally  planned.
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for lib r a r ie s . The librarians in many cases had no separate rooms 

to s i t  in . They had no special grant or budget for library manage

ment at their disposal. As a result they had to pray and wait for 

even paper, pen, ink e tc . from the controlling authority or parent 

in stitu tio n s . Their position was so ludicruous that they were busy 

with their jobs not to think of any development Plan. Library was 

so in sign ifican t and negligible to the authority that the librarian  

in many cases did not dare to utter for i t s  development. As such the 

librarians right from 1947 up to 1983 in most of the cases played 

passive and dormant roles in planning. In the past, person in the 

good book of the authority having no professional qualification  was 

placed in charge o f the lib rary . This situation was v isib le  not only 

in school, college and special lib raries but also in some o f the 

leading university of the country. As such designated librarians 

'  having no idea about modern librarianship was unable to take any

in it ia t iv e  in development planning. This situation is  rapidly chan

ging. I t  i s  now desired that persons with professional qualifications  

be appointed Librarians for a ll round development o f lib ra r ie s .

At the time of interview with the old and new librarian s, this  

researcher came to know that in many in stitu tion s librarians were 

used, misused and abused by the authorities under duress and they 

, were not given desired freedom, autonomy and liberty  to develop

their lib ra ries  rather they were dictated by the authorities. They 

were in many cases used for o f f ic ia l  works and in some cases even 

in personal a ctiv ities  of the controlling authorities. One of the 

factors behind th is situation was that lib raries were not fu lly  us^d
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by students, teachers and others. Librarians were -without any -work 

in the lib ra ry . The librari ans could not organise the library for Its  

constant use by students, teachers and the public and as such the 

authority finding the librarian sittin g  Idle vithout any activ ity  

mlsBsed the ta len t, potentiality  and resourcefulness o f the librarian . 

The lack of attitude of the authority for proper use of the library  

by the clien tele  was also responsible for this misuse.

Some librarians finding or having no interest in library services 

and a c tiv itie s  naturally and obviously diverted their attention and 

in terest in  other o f f ic ia l  and 1extra curricular1 a c tiv it ie s . Through 

'extra library a c t iv it ie s ’ they wanted to please their controlling  

authorities. Thus i t  was observed that during the period under resear

ch, both the controlling authorities and the librarians having no or 

poor idea o f  lib ra ri an ship, philosophy of lib ra ri anshlp caused great 

 ̂ harm towards proper planning and development.

Another observations is  that none of the aforesaid Reports except

the Report of the East Pakistan Library Development Committee (1969) 

considered the modern technological developments, applied or appli

cable in the lib raries o f the advanced countries. The impact of tech

nological changes has, o f course affected persons using service and 

also those providing them. The use o f some technical equipment has

been now a days essential for library services and dissemination of 
t information. But majority o f  the lib raries in Bangladesh had not »ven

one telephone not to speak of other modern sophisticated equipment.

Sometimes criticism s are heard that even after decades of planning, 

Bangladesh library situation remains as i t  was and very l i t t l e

change has taken place. I t  i s  a fact that network o f lib raries has 

not been established. A ll the existing lib raries have not been well
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organised. A ll librarians have not been well trained. Many holdings 

are out o f date and standard o f service has not been high. While 

appreciating the impatience o f c r it ic s  to see a better condition of 

lib raries in  Bangladesh, i t  has to be noted and admitted that such 

criticism s are not fu lly  misdirected. I f  nofanything e lse , they howed 

a wrong or at least an in su fficien t understanding of the nature and 

scope of planning for development o f  lib r a r ie s . The period only marked 

the beginning of a long series o f  e ffo rts  and endeavours towards the 

achievement o f that much desired goal, the final end, however far o f f .  

While long-term results are s t i l l  to be achieved, i t  has to be admi

tted that some very valuable short-term results have been attained.

I t  i s  a fact that a base has been treated for the development 

of lib ra ries  and th is in i t s e l f  a big gain. Putting i t  the other way 

one can unhesitatingly say that in the absence of planning, library  

situation would have been much worse o ff  than what i t  i s .  The signi

ficance of some eventtful achievements can not be lo s t  sight o f.

But the question may arise that even though some results have 

been attained, could not the achievements have been s t i l l  better ?

Has not the progress been slow, uneven and rather halting ? In other 

words, while admitting the credit side, are not there also big debits?

Undoubtedly, there had been omissions and p i t - f a l l s ,  probably 

too many. These were to be frankly acknowledged. Crores o f Taka that 

had been spent in the development o f lib raries had not brought 

commensurate resu lts . The people themselves and the administration 

were in  a great measure responsible for th is situation. Thfi adminis

tration had neither the strong zeal or enthusiasm to expedite the 

speed o f library development. Corruption and misuse of public fund
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continued to e x is t . Redtape, hidebound routine and self-seeking  

servants ■who considered a job as security and not service caused 

great harm to proper planning of lib r a r ie s . In the library sector, 

complaints of wastage, leakage, faulty estimates and -wrong construc

tions were widespread. The nation as a whole had not been aroused 

to contribute i t s  share to the development of lib raries o f a ll  types.

Planning ultim ately can succeed only in a proper mental and 

congenial physical clim ate. In an atomosphere, where every librarian  

blamed everybody e ls e , without anybody doing anything, no great things 

could be in o ffin g . Planning i s  an adventure, and exciting task. Here 

there was no sense of that adventure, no excitement, no zeal and pride 

in the task of development of lib r a r ie s . The executive personnel 

entrusted with the task of implementation did not imbibe the sp irit  

of adventure. The mass mind did not ra lly  round and the le g isla to rs

 ̂ and the p olitician s did not «how greater concern for the cause o f

library development. Because of the lack of transformation of this 

sp ir it  as stated above, the aforesaid p l a n s / schemes/project could not 

produce but very l i t t l e  resu lts . There i s  no denying the fadt that 

with a more streamlined application of the plans and schemes stated 

in  earlier chapters much better results could have been achieved in 

the fie ld  o f development of lib raries in the area now called Bang-

1 ade sh.
I Three decades o f library planning here had been an eventful

period. Vie achieved during the period of 1947-1983 results which 

were not upto our expectations. We also witnessed failures and shor

tcomings vhlch could not but give us shocks and frustrations. On the 

whole we gathered valuable experience that can now be used as a guide

for achieving better resu lts .
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One decade of independence of Bangladesh has brought about 

increased emphasis on library developments, but these developments 

continue to r e fle c t , both d irectly  and in d irectly , the earlier in

fluence. Perhaps a period of twelve years is  not long enough to 

make apparent significan t changes in the cultural influences that 

resulted from the long B ritish  and Pakistan domination. I t  is  lik e ly  

that, as the period of p o litica l independence increase#, the long- 

lasting e ffects  of the B ritish  and Pakistan heritage w ill decrease.

Suggestions

Library development Planners in Bangladesh were not supplied

with the guidelines for planning for development o f lib ra rie s . So

the following points are suggested: Library Plans should be designed

as an integral part o f the o v er-a ll national plan for developnent

motivated by national goals and id ea ls . Library Plan o f whatever

duration should keep in view the national objectives in education

and be thought of not only in terms o f needs that i t  is  designed to

meet, but also in terms o f the values, attitudes and motivations

that i t  is  desired to create, modify or strengthen. Plans should

view library as an investment in human ca p ita l, and the priority

assigned to i t  should not be le ss  than that assigned to investment

in physical cap ita l; hence, allocation o f resources to libraries
should not be residual in character. In view o f interdependence of

the various sectors of national development, library plans should

be based on joint and properly co-ordinated thinking and efforts
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o f  sp e cia lists  in various related d isc ip lin e s , m inistries, and 

departments. The data needed for designing a library plan can be

obtained from an analysis o f the manpower needs for human resource

development. Targets should be viewed as milestones (or stages) on 

the road to the ultimate development goals. Hence, whatever be the 

duration for a paticular plan the plans must have these goals in 

 ̂ view and measures envisaged in the Plan and the Plan must contribute

meaningfully to them. Library development plan, even though designed 

for a particular period of time, should have elements in i t  with 

shortrange, medium-range and long-range goals so as to resu lt in a 

viable development policy. In fixing p r io r itie s , certain llbrarie-s 

which are o f strategic importance to the nation should receive proper 

consideration. There must be balanced growth o f lib raries in a ll  

direction s. This is  derived from the concept of harmonious development 

s o f  the various stages of education which are interrelated and inter

dependent. The library plan should provide for the feorientation of  

the attitude o f the community as well as o f the academic profession 

towards s c ie n tific  and technological education, both of which need 

to be emphasized in the development programme. With a view to making 

the people development minded, a drive for library development through 

press, radio, film s, te lev isio n , and special lectures arranged under 

the auspices o f various departments o f government, cultural organiza

tio n s , u n iv ersities , co lleg es, and schools, is  an essential part of 

the strategy for the success of any library development plan. Every 

®lan must be regarded as a national plan above narrow party p o litic s . 

This i s  absolutely necessary because i t  would be impossible to raise  

the necessary internal resources for financing various library deve

lopment projects and programmes, unless a ll the p o litica l parties in
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the country are determined to implement the plan and appeal to the 

people with one voice to make their contributions to the plan in 
various ways.

The country must get rid o f regional, lin gu istic  and other narrow 

sentiments and give the highest priority to the needs and requirements 

o f national planning o f lib r a r ie s . Administration of the country at 

a ll  le v e ls , particularly at d is tr ic t  and Upozila and

below, must be improved v isib ly  and e ffe c tiv e ly . Every e ffo rt must 

be made to avoid wastages in expenditure. Library planning in Bang

ladesh, as in other countries, can succeed only i f  we are able to 

take care o f ,  at the same time o f the ethical and moral standards 

o f the people. Unfortunately we are tendentious to pay too much atten

tion  only on raising the material and physical comforts o f the readers 

with the resu lt that we do not lay adequate emphasis on building the 

character and moral fibre o f the people. Without creating honest and 

e ffic ie n t  human being in the country, i t  would not be feasible to 

undertake library planning on a big scale . Bangladesh is  passing 

through a major economic and social revolution. I t  is  becoming predo

minantly an urban society characterized by the rise of great metro

politan complexes and the emergence o f d is tr ic t  and upazilla c it ie s .  

This society needs planning to give guidance to a ll future development,

sp ecially  in the fie ld  of library development. Indeed, one o f the 
lib ra ria n s1 primary duties should bft t0 plan> But the Bangladeshi

librarians fa iled  to plan as indicated in the earlier chapters.

They also did not consider the factors necessary for planning. Libra

rians' planning decisions must take into account the Increased enrol

ments in schools, colleges, and u n iversities, the growth of geogra

phical sh ifts  in the population, the knowledge explosion resulting
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in  the increased outpouring of books and periodicals, the la te st  

technological developments in the rapid copying and computer fie ld s  

and the increased financial support by government. I f  librarians are 

to meet the challenge and take advantage of the opportuniti-s prese

nted by these changes, they mast anticipate and plan to accomodate

them.
The most d if f ic u lt  problem facing the library development planner 

i s  that o f collectin g and analysing the data on the existing library  

situ ation . The framework prepared by J. Stephen Parker in the book 

edited by him is  comprehensive and useful for systematic coll*ct1 on of 

data for library planning and i t  may profitably be used in th* case o f

Bangladesh vith some modications.
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This framework should not be highly developed that i t  loses 

i t s  f le x ib i l i t y , since f le x ib ility  is  the hallmark of successful 

planning. The data collected on various elements o f the above frara*- 

work should be updated by reference to other sources and checked 

before being used as a basis for conclusion.

I f  library development i s  to be accelerated, i t  is  necessary 

for the government to plan and provide adequate measures, economic__and 

social overhead f a c i l i t ie s , called the overhead capital and services 

or in frastructures. Economic infrastructure includes transport faci

l i t i e s ,  e .g . railways, roads e t c . ,  means of communication e .g . postal, 

telegraph and telephone fa c i l it ie s  etc . Public health, medical aid 

f a c i l i t ie s ,  housing, water supply and other welfare Schemes are some 

of the social overheads. Bangladesh is  woefully suffering from lack 

of such f a c i l i t ie s .  As a result of that the rate of library develop

ment has been slow and tardy. Only the government can have the a b ility  

and w illingness to make investments in  these direction.

As Library is  a service-oriented organization, the librarian  

must coordinate the lib ra ry 1 a ctiv ities  toward meaningful common 

ob jectives. The success o f th is coordinating e ffo rt w ill depend to 

a great extent on the kind and nature of planning carried on within

the organisation.

Realising the necessity of planning, gathering and investigating  

a ll  available data pertaining to the problem, assessing possible 

alternative solutions, making a decision, arranging for action, and 

evaluating the plan should be the steps in systematic planning .These 

plans should be in written form, and thoroughly explained to and dis

cussed with a ll  concerned. Administration o f theplan should include

i
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d e l e g a t in g  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  us ing  a v a i la b le  r e s o u r ce s  p r o p e r l y ,  e s ta b 

l i s h i n g  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  methods and p ro c e d u r e s ,  p ro v id in g  s u f f i c i e n t  

person n e l  and equipment and drav ing  up a schedule  o f  e x e c u t i o n .

A f te r  an a ly s ing  the l i b r a r y ' s  environments ( t e c h n i c a l ,  econom ic ,  

s o c i a l  and c o m p e ta t iv e )  the l i b r a r i a n  must make some f o r e c a s t s  con 

c e rn in g  the l i b r a r y * s  fu tu re  o p e r a t i o n .  F o r e c a s t s  should be based 

upon the in fo r m a t io n  about the  past and the b e l i e f  that  past  trends 

w i l l  cont inue  i n  the f u t u r e .  I t  can be made by p r o j e c t i n g  the p o t e n t ia l  

needs  o f  r e a d e r s .  More s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f o r c a s t s  in v o lv e  the  use o f  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  in s t r u m s n t s . So the l i b r a r i a n s  o f  Bangladesh must be 

r e s o u r c e f u l ,  im a g i n a t iv e ,  i n t u i t i v e  and e n e r g e t i c  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  

p lann ing  f o r  fu tu re  g e n e ra t io n  or  p o s t e r i t y .  They must fu r t h e r  under

stand . an im portant  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  the  planning p r o c e ss  and 

one which emphasises i t s  pragmatic  n a tu re ,  i s  the need f o r  f l e x i b i l i t y  

Any o f  the e lements  o v e r a l l  p o l i c y ,  the amount o f  d a ta ,  the en v iro n 

mental f a c t o r s ,  the l e v e l  o f  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  may change unexpec

t e d l y  during  the  plan p e r i o d .  As such there  i s  the  n e c e s s i t y  o f  ad jus 

tment.  This  r e q u i r e s  the  e x i s t e n c e  o f  some form o f  permanent l i b r a r y  

planning machinery,  ab le  t o  prepare ,  m onitor  and m odi fy  plans through

o u t  the  plan p e r i o d .

A "C ou n c i l  o f  Planning L i b r a r i a n s ” may be formed. I t s  purpose 

shou ld  b e :  t o  exchange in fo r m a t io n  about p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  in  

l i b r a r i e s ,  w ith  p a r t i c u l a r  concern  f o r  those p r a c t i c e s  p e c u l i a r  t o  

planning  l i b r a r i e s ,  t o  formulate  and adm inister  p r o j e c t s  -which the 

C ounci l  d e c i d e s ,  to  act  in  an ad v isory  c a p a c i t y  on l i b r a r y  o r g a n is a t io n  

f o r  new planning programmes and i n s t i t u t i o n s  and agenc ies  and t o  aid 

and sup port  a d m in is t r a to r ,  f a c u l t y  and l i b r a r i a n s  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s
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to  edu cate  the  p u b l i c  and t h e i r  appointed or e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

t o  the n e c e s s i t y  f o r  p lanning l i b r a r y  programmes. The country  should 

be p a i n f u l l y  avare o f  the widening d i s p a r i t y  between i t s  l i b r a r y  

c o n d i t i o n  and th a t  o f  advanced c o u n t r i e s .  Th is  n e c e s s i t a t e s  a com

p rehen s ive  s e t  o f  measures t o  be adopted by the government not  only  

t o  r a i s e  the standard o f  l i b r a r i e s  and l i b r a r i a n s h i p  but to  see them 

march q u i c k l y  on the road o f  developm ent.  The p rogress  made so  fa r  

should be c o n s o l i d a t e d .  T h is  w i l l  h e lp  adopting  measures t o  complete  

the o n -g o in g  prorammes and to  take up such n e c e s s a r y  programmes vh ich  

w i l l  ensure the achievement o f  the c o u n t r y ' s  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  f o r  

l i b r a r y  deve lopm ent .  A comprehensive p r a c t i c a l  programme f o r  fu r t h e r  

l i b r a r y  development must be formulated  i n  the l i g h t  o f  a ccurate  and 

c r i t i c a l  e v a lu a t i o n  o f  a good number o f  c o n c r e t e  sugpestion /recom men- 

d a t i o n s  made i n  the  a f o r e s a i d  r e p o r t s  o f  the comm ission /com m ittees  

e t c .  So t o  make adjustment in  the change o f  elements o f  planning and 

t o  s to p  i n c o n s i s t e n t  and o c c a s i o n a l  developments a high powered per

manent L ib r a r y  Commission c o n s i s t i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n i s t s ,  l i b r a r i a n s ,  

t e a c h e r s  and a d m in is t ra to r s  should be commissioned. I t  should comprise 

•wittu-the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from: (a )  M in i s t r y  o f  F in a n ce ,  (b )  M in i s t r y  

o f  Planning and Economic A f f a i r s ,  ( c )  M in i s t r y  o f  E du ca t ion ,  (d ) 

M i n i s t r y  o f  R e l i g i o n  and C u ltu ra l  A f f a i r s ,  ( e )  M in i s t r y  o f  Works,

Power and I r r i g a t i o n ,  ( f )  M i n i s t r y  o f  E xterna l  R eso u rce s ,  ( g )  Uni

v e r s i t y  Grants Commission, (h )  L ib ra ry  A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  ( i )  L ib r a r y  

s c i e n t i s t s  and U )  L ib r a r y  s c h o o l .  The s e c r e t a r y ,  M in i s t r y  o f  Edu

c a t i o n  should work as M e m b -r - s e c r e t a r y .

I t  should conduct  p e r i o d i c a l l y  a country -w ide  survey o f  l i b r a r y  

r e s o u r c e s  and p e r s o n n e l .  I t  shou ld  form ulate  a l i b r a r y  p o l i c y  and 

prepare  Plans and schemes keeping  i n  view the p a s t ,  present  and fu ture  

s i t u a t i o n .  T h is  may h e lp  us t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  and c re a te  an e f f e c t i v e
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l i b r a r y  system on a d i s c i p l i n e d  l i n e .  Tt should take n e c e s s a r y  

measures f o r  due r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  the s e r v i c e  o f  l i b r a r i a n s  who have 

come down unsung and unhonoured down the three  d e ca d e s .

I t  must a l s o  l a y  due s t r e s s  on the d i s c o v e r y  and p r e s e r v a t io n  

o f  n a t i o n a l  t r e a s u r e r s  in  the form o f  rare  b o o k s ,  m anu scr ip ts ,  ndniratur* 

m in ia tures  e t c .  I t s  main purpose should be to  draw up d e t a i l e d  gu id* -  

l i n e s  on which to  base l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  the  es ta b l i sh m en t  o f  the 

Bangladesh L ib r a r y  S e r v i c e s .  Quest ions  l i k e  those  o f  adult  l i t e r a c y  

campaigns,  f r e e  f l ow  o f  read ing  m a t e r i a l s ,  ensuring o f  freedom to  

read and such o t h e r  i tems must be taken up by i t .

A U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r i e s  C oun ci l  should be e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  each and 

e v e ry  u n i v e r s i t y  t o  secure the  development o f  the l i b r a r y  r e so u rce s  

o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  concerned  on the most r a t i o n a l  l i n e s  to  d i s c u s s  and 

recommend measures f o r  c o -op era t1  on and c o - o r d i n a t i o n  w ith  the l i b r a r y  

 ̂ r e s o u r c e s  o f  the concerned  u n i v e r s i t y  area and to  have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

f o r  the c e n t r a l  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  o f  the  u n i v e r s i t y .  This  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

shou ld  in c l u d e  a range o f  new s e r v i c e s ,  such as th*  p r o v i s i o n  o f  Union 

Catalogues  and o f  in fo r m a t io n  s e r v i c e s ,  th a t  can b e s t  be developed  

c e n t r a l l y .  The Counci l  shou ld  n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  have d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  

o v e r  the  l i b r a r i e s  o f  a f f i l i a t e d  c o l l e g e s ,  and i n s t i t u t e s ,  which 

must remain the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the i n d i v i d u a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

The C ou n c i l  should be c o n s t i t u t e d  w i t h : -
p

i )  V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r ,  

i i )  Chairman o f  th^t Department o f  L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e .

i i i )  L i b r a r i a n  o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y ,  

i v )  L i b r a r i a n s  o f  th e  I n s t i t u t e s  and c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s .

*
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The l i b r a r i a n  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  a c t  as S e c r e t a r y .  The fu nc 

t i o n s  o f  the C ounci l  should be (a )  t o  advise  the u n i v e r s i t y  and a f f i 

l i a t e d  c o l l e g e s  on a l l  a sp ects  o f  l i b r a r y  p o l i c y ,  in c l u d i n g  the c o 

o r d i n a t i o n  o f  the  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  and r e so u r ce s  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y  

and c o l l e g e s  as a whole ,  and on the f i n a n c i a l  needs o f  the  l i b r a r i e s  

g e n e r a l l y ;  (b )  to  pronote the r a t i o n a l ! ? a t i o n  o f  the a c q u is ! t1  on ,use  

4 and s to rag e  o f  m a t e r ia l s  i n  l i b r a r i e s  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y ,  and o th er

l i b r a r i e s  o f  the a f f i l i a t e d  c o l l e g e s ;  and ( c )  to  prov ide  in fo r m a t io n  

s e r v i c e s  o f  the u n i v e r s i t y .

The C ounci l  should be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  on matters  l i k e  

l i b r a r y  accommodation, b u i l d i n g s ,  c o l l e c t i o n ,  s e r v i c e s  and equipment 

t o  c o l l e g e s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  e t c .  s i t u a t e d  w ith in  the g e o g r a p h ic a l  ar*a 

o f  the u n i v e r s i t y .

The r a p id  t ra n s fo r m a t io n  o f  Bangladesh s o c i e t y  during  the past 

twelve  years  has made i t  im perat ive  t o  r e v i s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  id e a s  o f  the 

aims and ta sk s  o f  l i b r a r i e s .  So th ere  i s  the need f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

o f  the f o l l o w i n g  p o in t s  s p e c i a l l y  from the s tand po in t  o f  planning o f  

l i b r a r i e s .  L ib r a r y  s c i e n c e  should be s tu d ied  and rem odel led  in  the l i g u t  

o f  the problems o f  c u l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l  and economic development in  Bang

la d e s h .  Due to  the d i f f e r e n c e  in  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i la b le  t o  the urban 

and r u r a l  p o p u la t io n  and the f a c t  that  in  many l o c a l i t i e s  the s ch o o l  

i s  the o n ly  c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  the s ch o o l  l i b r a r y  should be planned 

as a c u l t u r a l  ce n tre  f o r  the l o c a l i t y .  U n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  should adapt 

t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to  the u n i v e r s i t y  system and keep pace w ith  i t s  

co n t in u o u s  e v o l u t i o n .  They should d i r e c t  t h e i r  in fo r m a t io n  a c t i v l t i - s  

towards p r o v id in g  a more adequate s e r v i c e  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h .  They 

shou ld  c o - o r d i n a t e  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  with those  o f  o th e r  ty p es  o f  l i b r a 

r i e s .  They should c o n t r i b u t e  to  the a l l - r o u n d  t r a i n i n g  o f  the s tu d en ts .
i
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The in fo r m a t io n  s e r v i c e s  and documentation ce n t re s  which are matters  

f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n cern  t o  l i b r a r y  p l a n n e r s , should be organ ized  v i t h  

a v iew  t o  the r a t i o n a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  the b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  

ra th e r  than as i s o l a t e d  b o d ie s  having no c o n n e c t io n  with u n i v e r s i t y  

and s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s .  Bangladesh L ib r a r y  s ch o o l  should d e v e lo p  an 

awarencess o f  c u l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l  and economic  problems in  l i b r a r i a n s  

4 i n  o rd er  t o  f i t  them both to  o rg a n iz e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  and t o  meet and

play  an a c t i v e  part  in  the v a r io u s  s i t u a t i o n s  a r i s in g  at the d i f f e r e n t  

s ta g e s  o f  a c o u n t r y ’ s developm ent.  Tn t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  the teach in g  

o f  l i b r a r y  planning tech n iq ues  i s  recommended as a theme f o r  s p e c ia 

l i z a t i o n .  R e g io n a l  t r a i n i n g  c e n t re s  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  A n a t i o n a l  scheme 

o f  s tu d ie s  f o r  t r a in i n g  in  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  should comprehend ( i )  t r a in i n g  

o f  s e m i - p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  in  methods and r o u t i n e s ,  ( i i )  t r a i n i n g  o f  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  i n  sound t r a i n i n g  i n  gen era l  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  and 

 ̂ f i n a l l y  ( i l l )advanced  t r a i n i n g  i n  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  f o r  the l e a d e r s  In

the p r o f e s s i o n .

The g o v t ,  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  should have sh o r t  and lon g  term L ibrary  

Plans to  r a i s e  the l i b r a r y  s t ru c tu re  from i t s  present  embryonic  dimen

s io n s  t o  a s i z e  which w i l l  do j u s t i c e  t o  the c u l t u r a l  and e d u ca t io n a l

needs o f  the p e o p le .

Govt ,  should l e v y  a c e s s  o f  10 pa isas  in  a Taka o f  prop er ty  t a r .

.  Govt,  shou ld  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  the  l i b r a r y  funds an^ amount equa l  t o  the

c e s s  c o l l e c t e d .  The c e s s  c o l l e c t e d  in  the area should be spent f o r  that  

area .  But the c e s s  can n o t  be c o l l e c t e d  without  a Law. So L ib r a r y  Law

should be e n a c te d .
L ib r a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  a c tu a l  o r  p ropos -d  should be l in k e d  to a 

n a t i o n a l  i n d i c a t o r  su&i as Gross Domestic product  (GDP) or  expenditure

i
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on an a lrea d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  s e r v i c e  such as e d u ca t io n  and c u l t u r e .

The f o l l o w i n g  t a r g e t s  f o r  r e c u r r e n t  e x p en d itu re  on l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  

i n  Bangladesh may be suggested  Lav t a r g e t . . . 3$ o f  t o t a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  

e x p e n d i t u r e ,  Moderate t a r g e t . . . 5% o f  t o t a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e n d i tu r e ,  

High t a r g e t . . . 1% o f  t o t a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e n d i t u r e .  There i s  o f  cours*  

dangers i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  to o  f i rm  a l i n k  between l i b r a r i e s  and p a r t i 

c u la r  s e r v i c e ,  which i t s e l f  ean be s u b j e c t  to  f l u c t u a t i n g  f o r t u n e .

The p u b l i c  L ib r a r y  s e r v i c e  1n Bangladesh should be f r e e  t o  <&v»ry 

one .  I t  should  have at i t s  d i s p o s a l  fun^s provided  by t a x a t i o n ,  b u t t 

r e s s e d  by government a i d .  No schemes f o r  r a p id  expans ion  o f  l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e  should o v e r l o o k  the urgency  o f  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  and b e t t e r i n g  

o f  e x i s t i n g  l i b r a r i e s .

The e x i s t i n g  so c a l l e d  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  have t o  be 

r e o r g a n iz e d  on modern l i n e s  and new ones planned i n  a c o h e r e n t ,  sys 

tem a t ic  and c o - o r d i n a t e d  manner* A network o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  i s  to

be s e t  up w i t h : -
( i )  C en tra l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  at the c a p i t a l ,  (one branch l i b r a r y

f o r  e v e r y  50 ,000  p o p u l a t i o n ) .

( i i )  D i v i s i o n a l  p u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  at the headquarters  o f  each

D iv is ionC one  branch l i b r a r y  f o r  ev ery  50 ,000  p o p u la t io n )

( i i i )  D i s t r i c t  P u b l i c  L ib ra ry  at the headquarters  o f  each d i s t r i c t .

(branch l i b r a r y  i f  n ee d e d ) .
( i v )  U p a - Z i l l a  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  at the headquarters  o f  U p a - Z i l l a s ,

( v )  Thana P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  ( th ose  not  upgraded ) ,

( v i )  U n ion  P u b lic  L i b r a r i e s ,  and

( v i i )  V i l l a g e  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  at each v i l l a g e .
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The a d m in is t r a t i o n  o f  these  l i b r a r i e s  w i l l  f o l l o w  the  pattern  

o f  c i v i l  a d m in is t ra t i o n  from the cen tre  to  the u n io n .  L ib r a r y  autho

r i t y  shou ld  be e s t a b l i s h e d  at each and every  s tage  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y .  

C entra l  p u b l i c  L ib r a r y  A u th or i ty  w i l l  be with the D i r e c t o r  o f  th*» 

C entra l  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  at Dhaka. He w i l l  e x c e r c i s e  the  o v e r a l l  autho

r i t y  f o r  the a d m in is t ra t io n  and s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  n e t 

work system o f  the c o u n t r y .  The L ib r a r ia n s  o f  the D i v i s i o n a l  p u b l i c  

L i b r a r i e s ,  D i s t r i c t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s ,  U p a - Z i l l a  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s ,

Thana P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s ,  Union P u b l ic  L ib r a r y  and v i l l a g e  p u b l i c  l i b 

r a ry  w i l l  be  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  the a d m in is t ra t io n  and o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  

D i v i s i o n ,  D i s t r i c t ,  U p a - Z l l l a ,  Union and v i l l a g e  l i b r a r i e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

There shou ld  be a f u l l f l e d g e d  M i n i s t r y  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  as i n  West Bengal 

with a s e n i o r ,  ab le  and matur-d l i b r a r i a n  as the  S e c r e t a r y .  I t  should 

have s t ro n g  i m p l e m e n t s  ag enc ies  at  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s .  I t  should l o 6 k  

a f t e r  the  s e r v i c e s  and development o f  a l l  types  o f  l i b r a r i e s .

The p o s i t i o n  o f  the D i r e c t o r  o f  the  Department o f  p u b l i c  L ib r a r y  

shou ld  be n e x t  t o  the  S e c r e ta r y  o f  . M i n i s t r y .  The D i v i s i o n a l  L ib r a 

r ia n s  w i l l  e n j o y  the p o s i t i o n  o f  a D i v i s i o n a l  comm issioner  In  the 

a d m in is t r a t i o n  and development o f  l i b r a r i e s .  The D i s t r i c t ,  and Upa- 

Z i l l a  l i b r a r i a n  should en joy  the  p o s i t i o n  o f  Deputy Commissioner and 

thana E x e c u t iv e  o f f i c e r  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The Union and v i l l a g e  l i b r a r i a n  

W ill be under the c o n t r o l  and s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  the union Chairman.

The s e t t i n g  up o f  the Department o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  w ith  fu nc 

t i o n s  s ta te d  i n  Chapter V should n o t  however be taken as an end i n  

i t s e l f .  I t  shou ld  r a th e r  stand f o r  the base  on which w i l l  stand e 

fu tu r e  e d i f i c e  o f  our  modern p * l l .  ! « » « ,  - s t e m  ^ e r e  Peo e n 

ge n e ra l  and the  s tudents  eommunlty should I n c r e a s i n g l y  f i n  
r e s o r t  t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  and c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s .
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Our governments made commitments t o  remove i l l i t e r a c y  from the 

c o u n t r y .  L i t e r a c y  can not  be achieved w ithout  b o o k s .  L i t e r a c y  t o o  

can n o t  be maintained w ithou t  books and o th e r  read ing  and l e a rn in g  

m a t e r i a l s .  I n c r e a s e  o f  l i t e r a c y  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  the growth and 

development o f  l i b r a r y .  As such l i k e  advanced c o u n t r i e s  o f  the  West, 

more and more investm ent  in  l i b r a r i e s  should  be made. B e t t e r  reading 

f a c i l i t e s  through b e t t e r  l i b r a r i e s  -with attendant  t r a in e d  l i b r a r y  

p erson n e l  have t o  be ensured f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  the l i t e r a c y  r a t e  i n  the 

c o u n t r y .

The manpower s tren g th  suggested  by the  'Enam Committee1 s ta ted  

i n  c h a p te r  V f o r  the D i v i s i o n a l  and D i s t r i c t  l i b r a r i e s  was ex trem e ly  

in a d e q u a te .  A comprehensive p r o j e c t  be taken in  the Th ird  F ive  Year 

Plan (1 986 -19 90 )  o f  the c o u n t r y  t o  d e v e lo p  the manpower s trength  and 

o t h e r  su p p or t in g  f a c i l i t i e s  such as f u r n i t u r e ,  book p r o v i s i o n  e t c .  

f o r  the  D i v i s i o n a l ,  D i s t r i c t  and U p a ^ Z i l la  pu b l i c  L i b r a r i e s .  The 

p r o j e c t s  f o r  th e  e s ta b l i sh m en t  o f  the  un ion  parishad l i b r a r y  and 

v i l l a g e  l i b r a r y  shou ld  be taken up by the Fourth and F i f t h  Fiv^ Y*ar 

Plans r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The manpower f o r e c a s t i n g  model i s  suggested  as 

u n d e r : -
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The model can a lso  be s ta te d  i n  a simple way i n  the f o l l o w i n g

f o r m s : -  ------

E x i s t in g  s t o c k E x is t in g  posts

Recruitment 
i n  t r a i n i n g

Any in c r e a s e  t o  c o v e r  
e x i s t i n g  need s .

R e -e n tr a n ts New p o s ts  f o r  growth

Wastage Reduct ion  f o r  improvement!! 
i n  e f f e c t i v e  u t i l i s a t i o n .

Net supply Net demand

----------------------------------------- ------------- y  Net supply

Recruitment and t r a i n i n g  
re q u ire m e n ts .

General S u g g es t ion s

A i l  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  should be n a t i o n a l i s e d .  ^ L ib ra r ie s  should 

make c l e a r c u t  s e p a ra t io n  between, p r o f e s s i o n a l  and s e m i - p r o f e s s i o n a l /  

n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l  works and e n t r u s t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  works t o  t r a in e d  s t a f f  

o n l y .  F o r  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  worker the minimum q u a l i f i c a t i o n  should be 

g rad u at ion  w ith  d ip lom a i n  L i b r a r i a n s h i p .  The Dept, o f  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s

■i
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shou ld  ensure t h a t  l i b r a r i a n s  i n  the p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  system keep up , 

■with p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  a f t e r  l e a v in g  t h e i r  l i b r a r y  s c h o o l s .

Govt ,  should have a programme o f  l i b r a r y  seminars o r  workshops 

e v e r y  y e a r .  Govt ,  should i n s t i t u t e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  m erit  t o  be awarded 

to  persons  whose achievements i n  the f i e l d  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  have 

been ou ts ta n d in g  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  y e a r ly

The re c r u i tm e n t  o f  l i b r a r y  s t a f f  whould be p r o p e r ly  planned. 

L ib r a r ia n s  should be s e l e c t e d  not  tak ing  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

paper q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  but  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t a c t  and g e n ia l  n a tu re .  

O therwise  a c e n t r e  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  would become a c e n t r e  o f  p o l i t i c s .  

U n fo r tu n a t e ly  appointments o f  l i b r a r i a n s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  are o b s t r u c t e d  

due t o  whimsica l  s e l e c t i o n .  A person in  the good book o f  the adminis

t r a t i v e  head o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  w ithout  having any l i b r a r y  q u a l i f i « a t ‘

c a t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e  i s  norm ally  appointed as the l i b r a r i a n .  The 

p r e s e n t  method o f  s e l e c t i o n  i n  Bangladesh by o n ly  in t e r v ie w in g  the 

c a n d id a te s  i s  j u s t  a mockery because  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  Judge pro 

p e r ly  the c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  the can d id a tes  i n  t h i s  manner. The pros 

p e c t i v e  l i b r a r i a n  should have l o v e  f o r  b o o k s .  He should r e g u l a r l y  

read  some books f o r  a cq u ir in g  knowledge and p le a s u r e .  He should  

have l o v e  f o r  humanity. He should d ea l  with the  r ea d ers  i n  a sympa

t h e t i c  way and t r y  t o  h e lp  them and remove t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  S t a f f  

f o r  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s  and small  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  should be r e c r u i t e d  

from among t e a c h e r s ,  and the t r a i n i n g  o f  these  t e a c h e r - l i b r a r i a n s  

shou ld  be g iv e n  p r i o r i t y .

L ib r a r y  development should be supported  by o th e r  s e r v i c e s  l i k e  

Book and Equipment C entre ,  L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  Book R^s*rve and e t c .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



607

The present system o f  acquiring books in  Bangladesh by tender 

system i n  d e fe c tiv e . I t  i s  a d efective and time-consuming process.

So the c e n t r e  should be s e t  up at  b ig  tovns by  the s u b s c r i p t i o n  o f  '  

shares  from the book s e l l e r s ,  membership fee  from a l l  l i b r a r i e s  and 

l o a n s  from the g o v t .  Bvery p u b l i s h e r  may send t o  i t  a l i s t  o f  books 

p u b l i sh e d  by i t  from time t o  time and s h a l l  send t o  i t  a number o f  

c o p i e s  r e q u i r e d  by i t  at a p r i c e  and d i s c o u n t  which i s  th  b e s t  i t  can 

o f f e r  t o  a p a r t y .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  o b t a i n  books from f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .

A ll lib r a r ie s  sh a ll buy th eir books from the Centre which may also  

s e l l  books to individual buyers. I t  w ill also save the time o f  the  

lib ra ria n s in  c o lle c tin g  the new t i t l e s .  I t  can also take up central 

catalogu in g. I t  can also standardise lib rary  equipment and furnitu re . 

Government should play i t s  part in  inspiring l i f e  and vigour into  

L ib r a r y  A ssociations which should prepare the t o  payers mind for  

enactment o f  the lib ra ry  le g is la t io n , to pursuade th , p o litic ia n s  

in to  backing i t  and the govt, to set up net-work o f  l ib r a r ie s . Govt.

should encourage them in  taking up th is  crusade.

On. c o p y  Of the  weeded out books should be kept i n  the  Book 

Reserve situated  i n  the ca p ita l c i t y ,  D ivisional Headquarters and 

D istr ic t  c i t i e s .  The l i b r a r y  should discard 5* o f h i s  f ic t io n  and 

*  o f  h i s  n o n -fic tio n  e v e r y  year so that th . l i b r a r y  com pl-tely re 

nov a tes  i t s  f ic t io n  stock by »  years and i t s  n o n -fic tio n  stock by

50 years. Public lib r a r ie s  in  Bangladesh should co-operate w i *  (O  
50 years lib r a r f , s ,  ( i l l )  l i b r a r i - s ,Subscription lib r a r ie s , C i i )  S choo l  i  .

Civ) departm ental  and re se a rc h  l i b r a r i e s  and ( v )  u n lv *r " 7

The lib ra ry  c o - o ^ a t i o n  demands a suitable m a c h in e , ^
The n o r a iy   ̂ o f  Bangladesh

i. rtVi 1 a union c a t a l o g u e ,  ine  &t a n t  part  o f  which i s  a uni ^
•t-vi* nr^uarat ion  o f  union c a t a l o g u e s .  gshou ld  sponsor  the prepara
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shou ld  be g iv e n  e qu a l  emphasis l i k e  attending  c l a s s e s .  A student  

shou ld  be e l i g i b l e  t o  appear i n  a u n i v e r s i t y  examination  i f  t t  i s  

c e r t i f i e d  by the L ib r a r ia n  concerned  th a t  he o r  she used the l i b r a r y  

t o  the minimum o f  standard p r e s c r i b e d .

There i s  no p r o v i s i o n  at p resent  t o  com p e l l  s tudents  t o  use 

l i b r a r i e s .  There i s  no s p e c i a l  c l a s s e s  f o r  l i b r a r y  -works. Students 

are l e f t  t o  them se lves  and as i s  na tu ra l  under the  c i r cu m s ta n c e s ,  they 

p i c k  up Just  a fe u  books w ithout  any s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  the  nature  

o f  the work th e y  are engaged i n .  Mere a ccess  t o  l i b r a r i e s  w i l l  not  do. 

J u s t  as the s c i e n c e  s tu d e n ts ’ t i m e - t a b l e  i s  so  arranged t h a t  he may 

de v o te  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  part  o f  h i s  time t o  a c tu a l  l a b o r a t o r y  work, so 

s tu d e n ts  shou ld  be com p e l led  t o  d ev o te  a few hours  each day t o  work 

i n  the g r e a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l a b o r a t o r y ,  the l i b r a r y .

While s tu d e n ts  attend c l a s s e s  e v e ry  day ,  they  must use the 

l i b r a r y  every  day f o r  some t im e .  The L ib r a r ia n  must maintain "Atten

dance R e g i s t e r ” f o r  r e co r d in g  the use o f  l i b r a r y  by s tu d e n ts .  In  

g ra n t in g  s t i p e n d / s c h o l a r  s h i p /  any o ther  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  a s tu d e n t ,  h i s  

l i b r a r y  attendance  should be c a r e f u l l y  c o n s i d e r e d .

The l i b r a r y  c a u t i o n  money r e a l i s e d  from students  o f  s c h o o l s ,  

c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  at the  time o f  admiss ion ,  I s  at p resen t  

re fu n d a b le  a f t e r  the  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  the  r e s u l t  o f  the  exa m in at ion .

T h is  c a u t i o n  money may not  be r e fu n d e d .  I t  should be t r - a t e d  as l i b 

r a r y  Fee and u t i l i s e d  f o r  the development o f  l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n  and 

o t h e r  s e r v i c e s .  Students  o r  guardians  w i l l  no t  r a i s e  any o b j e c t i o n

a g a in s t  i t .
R e ference  l i b r a r y  v i t h  read ing  and c o n fe r e n c e  rooms f o r  p r o fe s s o r s  

and rooms i n  which student can read and h o l d  debates  should be e s ta b 
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l i s h e d .  Such l i b r a r i e s  whether e s t a b l i s h e d  by u n i v e r s i t y  or c o l l e g e  

o r  by p r iv a te  e f f o r t s  would b r in g  p r o f e s s o r s  and students  i n t o  con

t a c t  w ith  t h e i r  academic n e ig h b o u r s .  Good r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r y  i s  r e q u i 

red  f o r  forming the  h a b i t  o f  independent  and i n t e l l i g e n t  r e a d in g .

So la r g e  number o f  R e fe ren ce  l i b r a r i e s  should be e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

Bangladesh .  ■Benefactor*  f o r  the development o f  U n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  

e t c .  i n  Bangladesh -what S i r  Thomas Bodley  d id  f o r  Oxford should be 

enc our aged.

I n  the  h ig h e r  examinations  such as B.A. ( H o n s . ) ,  M . A . , M . S c . ,  

M . P h i l . ,  and M .L . ,  an attempt should be made to  t e s t  the  a b i l i t y  o f
ii.

s tu den ts  t o  use r e f e r e n c e  books  and that  s tudents  should be perm itted  

to  use l i b r a r y  i n  answering c e r t a i n  q u e s t io n s  in  some s u b je c t s  at 

any r a t e .  I n  such c a s e s  s tudents  should be r e q u i r e d  t o  g iv e  the ex a c t  

r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  a l l  statements  d e r iv e d  from the books  they  u s e .  The 

main d i f f i c u l t y  would a r i s e  i n  d e a l in g  with  the  la r g e  number o f  

c a n d i d a t e s .  I n  such ca se s  they  shou ld  be grouped.

The ( a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  a degree c o l l e g e  should be pen a l i sed  i f  i t  f a i l s  

t o  m ainta in  the minimum standard o f  a c o l l e g e  l i b r a r y . I n t e r m e d i a t e  

c o l l e g e s  and secondary  S ch oo ls  i n  o rd e r  t o  get  r e c o g n i t i o n  from the 

Boards must m ainta in  the minimum standard o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e .  This  

s e r v i c e  must always be in s p e c t e d  by the Board which must have a 

s e c t i o n  f o r  i t .  Th is  r e p o r t  w i l l  be a p r e - c o n d i t i o n  f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  

and f i n a n c i a l  grant  f o r  the s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  under the Board.

There i s  no o v e r a l l  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  o f  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  i n  Bangla

desh ,  and no u n i f i e d  O r g a n i s o t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The M i n i s t r y  o f  Edu

c a t i o n  and C u l tu ra l  A f f a i r s  D i v i s i o n  i s  r e s p o n s ib le  o n ly  f o r  57 Govt.
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P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s .  The l a c k  o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  s t r u c tu r e  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  

i s  a ser i f ius  o b s t a c l e  t o  t h e i r  development,  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r ce s  

and m on ito r in g  o f  r e s u l t s .  So there  i s  the urgent  need o f  the e s ta b 

l i sh m en t  o f  a n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  c o - o r d i n a t i n g  Committee r e p r e s e n t in g  

a l l  types  o f  l i b r a r y  and r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  ensuring  t h e i r  c o - o r d i n a t e d  

developm ent .

The n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s ,  l i k e  our n a t i o n a l  museums, should  not  be 

p u r e ly  g o v t .  D epts ,  with the  a ttendant  p a ra p h e rn a l ia  o f  bu rea ucra cy  

and r e d - t a p e  o n l y .  There should be proper  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a l l  s e c t i o n s i

o f  i n t e r e s t e d  peop le  t o  ensure  t h e i r  proper  runn ing .  The L ib r a r y  Commi

s s i o n  can be v e r y  u s e f u l  here as an a d v is in g  b o d y .  The o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  

s t r u c t u r e  approved f o r  them i s  q u i t e  i n s u f f i c i e n t .  The ir  manpower 

s t re n g th  be deve loped  f u r t h e r .  An e v a lu a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  be made 

i n  o r d e r  t o  avo id  d u p l i c a t i o n .  A c l o s e  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  among them be 

ensured .

B e fore  c o n c lu d in g  the s tudy  some immediate s tep s  may be suggested  

f o r  the o v e r a l l  improvement o f  l i b r a r y  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Bangladesh.

Books o f  a l l  types  f o r  a l l  l e v e l s  be im p or ted ,  w r i t t e n  and produced 

i n  l a r g e  number t o  meet the growing demands o f  b o th  s tudents  and the 

p u b l i c .  Importance  o f  l i b r a r y  and l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  should be duly  

r e c o g n i s e d .  The poor s t a t us^ogJ U b r a r i a n  and l i b r a r y  s t a f f  should be 

i n s p i r e d  to  read more and more b o o k s .  The d ec is ion -m ak in g  ag enc ies  and 

a u t h o r i t i e s  should  be made t o  understand the importance o f  use o f  i n f o r 

m at ion  i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  The l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  should play  strong 

and e f f e c t i v e  r o l e  i n  the o v e r a l l  development o f  l i b r a r y .  Budgeting

p r a c t i c e s  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  should be improved.  Problems o f  equipment in  
l i b r a r i e s  shou ld  im m ediate ly  be removed. C ooperat ion  among l i b r a r i e s
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and l i b r a r i a n s  shou ld  be s t ren g th en ed .  The pay and s ta tu s  o f  the  

l i b r a r i a n  should  im m ediate ly  be equated with o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n s .

L ib r a r y  S e r v i c e  should be in c lu d e d  in  the cadre  s e r v i c e .  Leadersh ip  in  

the p r o f e s s i o n  shou ld  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  The p resent  t ren d  o f  d i s r e s p e c t ,  

d o u b t ,  enm ity ,  d i s b e l i e f  and q u a r r e l in g  among the l i b r a r i a n s  and l i b 

rary  s t a f f  and p r o f e s s i 6 n a l  j e a l o u s y  shou ld  be removed. The p resent  high 

r a t e s  o f  i l l i t e r a c y  should be l o v e r e d  f o r  p r o v id in g  the scope  f o r  

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  l i b r a r i e s .  B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  t o o l s  f o r  s e l e c t i o n ,  c a t a 

l o g u in g  and r e f e r e n c e  work should  be s u p p l i e d .  Cataloguing  Code s u i t a 

b l e  f o r  Bangladesh should be made. T oo l  books  should  be w r i t t e n  and 

p u b l i s h e d .  L i b r a r y  standards should be framed. L ib r a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  

shou ld  be e n a c t e d .  L i b r a r i e s  shou ld  p u b l i c i s e  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  P ub l ic  

r e l a t i o n  i n  l i b r a r i e s  should be d e v e lo p e d .

I
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£ ' QUESTIONNAIRE

DETAILS OF LIBRARY

1. 1. Name and f u l l  address o f  the L ibrary

Telephone No. __

1. 2. Date o f  Establishment o f  the L ibrary  

1. 3 . Name and d es ig n a tion  o f  the person in  

charge o f  the L ibrary 

1. § .  P lease in d ica te  which o f  the fo l lo w in g  

arrangements apply to the l ib r a r y  

1. 1*: The l ib r a r y  i s  an autonomous u n it  with

no branch l i b r a r i e s  or su b s id ia ry  u n its  

'I, 4 .  2 . The l ib r a r y  i s  an autonomous u n it  with

one or more branch l i b r a r ie s  and su bsid iary  

un its  ( e .g .m o b i le  l i b r a r i e s )

Please g ive  d e t a i l s  o f  su b s id ia ry  u n its  or 

branches

1. 4 . 3® The l ib r a r y  i s  a branch or su bsid iary  

u n it  o f  another l ib r a r y

Please g ive  name and address o f  the 

parent l ib r a r y .

GO VERHMEi :T AND A DI'-H HI STRATI 01 i.

P lease o u t l in e  b r i e f l y  here the way in  wnich „he 

l ib r a r y  i s  governed o r  administered 

( e . g .  by a s ta tu to ry  board, independent t ru s t ,  

e le c te d  or  appointed committee, adm in istrative
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b o

a c t io n  or  order , e t c . ) .  I f  p o s s ib le ,  a ttach  co p ie s  o f  

any re le v a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  bye—laws, adm in istra tive  

in s t r u c t io n s ,  e t c .  d e s cr ib in g  the c o . - s t i tu t io n ,  powers 

and d u t ie s  o f  the governing body or a jency  .

3 .  USE OF THE LIBRARY

3.1 P o te n t ia l  users

Please in d ic a te  the p o t e n t ia l  users o f  the 

l ib r a r y  ( i . e .  persons who are able  or are 

e n t i t le d  to use Jie s e r v ice s  provided  and 

whether they a c tu a l ly  do so or  no-: ) .

3 .1 .1  Members o f  the genera l p u b lic

3 .1 .2  Government o f f i c i a l s

3 .1 .3  Teachers : Primary Secondary

C olleg e  U n ivers ity

3 .1 .4  Students: Primary Secondary

C ollege  U n ivers ity

3 .1 .5  Research workers Please s p e c i fy  f i e l d s

o f  research  __________

3 .1 ,6  Other c a t e g o r ie s .  Please g iv e  deta ils_

4 .  F1KSLJCE
Please  s ta te  a l l  amounts in  th is  se c t io n  in  Taka. I f  the 

amount i s  approximate p lease in d ic a te  by an a s te r is k  *• 

P lease  prov ide  data f o r  the f u l l  f in a n c ia l  year i f  

p o s s ib le .
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4»'1. F in a n cia l p er iod  to  which th is  s e c t io n  r e f e r s .

From*. To:

4 .2 .  Does the l ib r a r y  ha*, i t s  ovm budget a l l o c a t io n 1?

4 . 2 . 1 .Yes. P lease g iv e  budget f ig u re s  below.

4 . 2 . 2 . No. Please g iv e  expenditure f ig u r e s ,  i f  maintained 

below. Otherwise g ive  estim ated f ig u re s  and 

show that these are estim ated by an a s te r is k  * .

4 .3 ,  Income and expenditure

ITEM LAST FINANCIAL CURRENT FINANCIAL
PERIOD PERIOD

Budget Expenditure Budget
A l lo c a t io n  taka estim ate
taka taka

STAFF
(S a la r ie s  e t c . )

Books e t c .

OTHER
(running c o s ts  
e t c )

TOTALS

4* Sources o f  f inance

Please sbate  a c tu a l  or estim ated amounts re ce iv e d  

from var ious sources during the la s t  f in a n c ia l  

p er iod  as fo l lo w s :

SOURCE _______AMOUNT____ So OF TOTAL_______
Parent o rg a n isa t io n

R ece ip ts  from users

o th 6 r (p le a se  s p e c i fy )

TOTALS
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5.' STAFF

CATEGORY

Please give.? numbers o f  fu l l - t im e  and p art-t im e  

(PT) s t a f f  employed in  the l ib r a r y  or  in form ation  

u n it  in  the ca te g o r ie s  in d ica te d  below.

NB. P ro fe s s io n a l  -  employees wi r,h recogn ised

p r o fe s s io n a l  q u a l i f i c a t io n s  in l ib r a r ia n s h ip ,  

in form ation  sc ie n ce .

P a ra -p ro fe ss io n a l  -  employees without such

q u a l i f i c a t io n s  who are never

th e le s s  employed in  p o s it io n s  

req u ir in g  b a s ic  l ib r a r y  s k i l l s ,

GRADUATE NON GRADUATE TOTAL
F.T. PT. T ota l FT. PT. T ota l FT, PT. T ota l

P r o fe s s io n a l

p a r a -p r o fe s s io n a l

C le r i c a l

Manual

T o ta ls

6.' COLLECTIONS
6#'1 Please: en ter  the d e t a i ls  o f  the l ib r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  

by form and language'* P lease in d ic a te  the date on 

which these s t a t i s t i c s  were com plied.

CATEGORY LANGUAGE TOTALS

_____________________ Bengali.U rdu. Arabic.. English ,O thers___________
Books,bound v o ls .  __________ _ _ _ _

Pamphlets
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Microforms

Manuscripts

Maps, Plans

P ic tu r e s ,  Prints

Audio v is u a l  
m a te r ia ls .
P lease  s p e c i fy

TOTALS

Current P e r io 
d i c a ls  re ce iv e d

6 .2 ,  E x is t in g  c o l l e c t i o n s  s u b je c t  coverage

Please in d ic a te  here the most important su b je c ts  

covered  by the c o l l e c t i o n s :

6 .3 .  Growth o f  c o l l e c t i o n s

I f  p o s s ib le  p lease  in d ica te  here the number o f  

a d d it ion  to  the c o l l e c t i o n  during the f in a n c ia l  

p e r io d  used in  para 4 above. I f  "chis i s  n ot  possiD le

but s t a t i s t i c s  are a v a i la b le  fo r  the a d d it io n  to

c o l l e c t i o n s  over another p e r iod , p lease  g iv e  them 

below and s ta te  the p er iod  here.

FROM:_____________________________TO:__________________________

CATEGORY LANGUAGE TOTALS

BENGALI URDU ARaBIC Si.GLISH OTHER

Books, bound
voIs. ______________________________________________ —  . -  _____________

Pamphlets

Microforms
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Maps, plans

P ic tu re s ,
P rin ts

Audio V isual
m ater ia ls
(P lea se  s p e c i fy )

T ota ls

Current
p e r i o d i c a l s
added

6 ,4 ,1 Methods o f  a c q u is i t io n  o f  new m ateria ls

Please in d ic a te  the estim ated percentage o f  the t o t a l  

o f  new a c q u is i t io n s  recorded  in  6 above v/hich were 

acquired  by each o f  the fo l lo w in g  method

Purchase from O verseas:______  %

Purchase in  Bangladesh: ___ %

Exchange: _________________________fa

G if t :  __________________  %

O ther(P lease s p e c i f y ) :  _____________________%

7.: RECORDING CONCEPTS OP COLLECTIONS:

7 .1 .  I s  an a cce s s io n s  r e g is t e r  maintained^ Yes

7 .2 ,  I s  a ca ta logu e  or index o f  the c o l l e c t i o n  Yes 
maintained ?

7 . 2 . 1 . Does the catalogue cover  the e n t ir e  s t o c k ?  Yes

I f  no p lease  in d ic a te  what p rop ort ion  o f  the stock  

i s  ca ta logu e^  ______________________
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L 5

7,3-* P h ys ica l  form o f  catalogue

P lease  in d i c a t e  which p h y s ica l  form the catalogue

takes:

7 .3 .1 .  Card cata logu e

7 .3 .2 .  Book form cata logu e

7.̂ 3 *3. Other
(P lease  g iv e  d e t a i l s )

7 ,4 ,  In te rn a l  arrangement o f  catalogue

What method o f  in te r n a l  arrangement i s  used in  the 

catalogues

Please t i c k  which are appropriate

7 .4 .1  . . ’A lp h a b e tica l  by author

7 . 4 . 2 .  A lp h a b etica l  by t i t l e

7 . 4 . 3 .  A lp h a b e tica l  by su b je c t

7 .4 .4 .  C la s s i f i e d  arrangement

7 . 4 . 5 .  Other arrangement (P lease  g ive  d e t a i ls )

7 .5 .  Union cata logu e  or l i s t

Does the l ib r a r y  con tr ibu te  to any union catalogue 

which records  a l l  o r  part o f  The contents o f  more 

l i b r a r i e s .

No
Yes Please g iv e  d e t a i ls  o f

lo c a t io n  and scope
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ORGANISATION OF COLLECTIONS

This r e f e r s  “to "theway in  which "the books are arranged on 

the s h e l f .  P lease in d ic a te  which arrangement a p p lie s :

8 .1 . '  C la s s i f i e d  by pu blished  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  scheme.

Please s ta te  which schema ( Dewey?Library  o f  

Congress e t c . )  i s  u sed ._______________________________ „

8 ,12. C la s s i f i e d  by a scheme devised  w ith in  the l ib r a r y .

Please g iv e  d e t a i l s ______________________ _ ______________

8 .3 ,  U n c la s s i f ie d ,  but arranged by broad su b je c t  groups.

P lease g ive  d e t a i l s ______________________________________

8 .4 .  Arranged by a lp h a b e t ica l  arrangem ent(e .g . author, 

t i t l e  e t c . )

Please g ive  d e t a i l s _________ _____________________________

8,5* Other arrangement.

P lease g iv e  deta ils______________________________________

ACCOMODATION AND EQUIPMENT

9.<1. P lease in d ic a te  w&ich form o f  accomodation most

a ccu ra te ly  d e s cr ib e s  the p h y s ica l  accommodation o f  

the l ib r a r y ,

9 .1 .1 .  Separate b u ild in g

9 .1 .2 .  Shared b u ild in g ,  but with separate  room(s) fo r  

l ib r a r y

9 .1 .3 .  Shared rooms

9 .2 .  What i s  the f l o o r  area o f  the l ib r a r y  ?____________

Square f e e t
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9 .’3.'

9 .4 .'

9 .4 .

9 .4 .

9 .4 .

9 .4 .

9 .4 .

9 .4 .

9 .4 .

9 .4

9 .5

10.USE 

10.

10.
10.1

10.1

10.1

(,%

How many se a ts  are provided fo r  readers_

Please in d ic a te  whether the fo l lo w in g  items o f  

equipment are a v a i la b le  f o r  use by the l ib r a r y

1. Typewriters Quantity S c r ip ts

2. D up lica tors  Quantity Type________

3. P h otocop iers  Quantity Type________

4 ,  P r i n t i n g
equipment Type --------------------- --------------

Photocopying equipment TyPe_ _   —_ _

6. Microform equipment type____________

7 . T e le v is io n  o r  ra d io  s e t .  P lease g iv e  d e t a i ls _____

,8. Other major items o f  equipment(Please g ive d e t a i l s )

, Does the l ib r a r y  operate  any form o f  transport 

(ca r ,r ick sh a w  e t c . )  ?

Please g ive  details______________________________________

OF THE LIBRARY

1, P o te n t ia l  users

Please in d i c ate  the p o t e n t ia l  users o f  the l ib r a r y  

( i . e .  persons who are able  or are e n t i t le d  to use 

the s e r v ic e s  prov ided  and whether they a c tu a l ly  

do so or  n o t ) .

1 . 1 . Members o f  the genera l p u b lic  

.2 .  Government o f f i c i a l s

.3 .  Teachers: Primary Secondary
C olleg e  U n ivers ity

.4 .  Students: Primary Secondary

C olleg e  U n ivers ity
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10 . 1 . ;

10.1 .<

10.2.

<

10.2.

10.2.,

<

1 0 .3 .

r

. Research  workers P lea se  s p e c i f y  f i e l d s

o f  r e se a rch ______________

. Other c a t e g o r i e s .  P lea se  g iv e  d e t a i l s ______

A c tu a l  users

I s  a r e c o r d  maintained o f  the number o f  

c u r r e n t l y  a c t i v e  u s e r s  o f  the l i b r a r y  o r  

in fo r m a t io n  u n i t ?  Yes No

. P lease  es t im a te  the t o t a l  number

o f  c u r r e n t l y  a c t iv e  u s e r s _____________

I, Does t h i s  i d e n t i f y  the d i f f e r e n t

c a t e g o r i e s  o f  u s e r s ?  Y es .  No.

P lease  g iv e  t o t a l  number o f  c u r r e n t l y

a c t i v e  u s e r s _______________________________

Please  g iv e  t o t a l  number o f  c u r r e n t l y

a c t i v e  u s e r s __________________ _________

and a breakdown o f  t h i s  f i g u r e  by 

c a te g o ry  _____________________ ___________

S e r v i c e s  p rov id ed  t o  users

P lease  i n d i c a t e  which o f  the f o l l o w i n g  s e r v i c e s  

are  p rov id ed  t o  u s e r s :

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  r e a d i n g / c o n s u l t i n g  m a te r ia ls  on 

the  premises

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  borrow ing  m a te r ia ls  f o r  use o f f  

the  premises
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a s s i s t a n c e  in  f i n d i n g  answer to  e n q u i r i e s :  

p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  l i t e r a t u r e  

s e a r c h e s ,  e t c .  :

c u r r e n t  awareness s e r v i c e ( i n f o r m a t i o n  on 

new m a t e r i a l s ,  e t c . )

s e l e c t i v e  d i s s e m in a t io n  o f  in fo r m a t io n  t o  

i n d i v i d u a l  u s e r s :

Others (P le a se  s p e c i f y ) : ________________________

S t a t i s t i c s  o f  use

Does the l i b r a r y  mainta in  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  the 

use made o f  i t s  s e r v i c e s ?  Yes. No,

P lease  a t t a c h  a copy o f  the  l a t e s t  

s t a t i s t i c s ,  i f  p o s s i b l e  r e l a t i n g  t o  

the l a t e s t  f i n a n c i a l  p e r i o d  c o v e re d .  

I f ’ the  s t a t i s t i c s  r e l a t e  t o  any 

o th e r  p e r i o d ,  p lea se  s t a t e  here  the 

p e r io d  co v ered :

FROM_______________________ TO____________ ■

Other a c t i v i t i e s

Does the l i b r a r y  o rg a n ise  any o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s  

such as e x h i b i t i o n s ,  c u l t u r a l  agreements, 

l e c t u r e s  e t c !  YES/NO.If YES, p l e a s e  g ive  

d e t a i l s
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PROMOTION OF THE LIBRARY AND ITS SERVICES

P le a se  i n d i c at e  which o f  the  f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  

are undertaken w ith  a v iew  to  promoting the use and 

development o f  the l i b r a r y  and i t s  s e r v i c e s :

P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  one o r  more o f  the f o l l o w i n g :

( p l e a s e  g iv e  d e t a i l s )

U s e r s 1 g u id e :  

a c q u i s i t i o n s  l i s t :  

b i b l i o g r a p h i e s :  

c a t a lo g u e :

Union l i s t :  

g e n era l  b u l l e t i n :  

o th e r  ( s p e c i f y )

membership o f  l o c a l ,  d i s t r i c t ,  n a t i o n a l ,  r e g i o n a l  or  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  o r  o th e r  a p p r o p r ia te  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  (p l e a s e  g iv e  d e t a i l s )  :

maintenance o f  any form o f  s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w ith  any f o r e i g n  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a id  o r  development 

agency U nesco ,  A s ia  Foundat ion ,  Colombo P l a n , e t c .  

( p l e a s e  g iv e  d e t a i l s ) :

P r e p a r a t io n  o f  a development p lan o r  o th e r  p r o p o s a l s
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7 »

f o r  the  development o f  th e  l i b r a r y  and i t s  s e r v i c e s :

Yes.  No.

P le a s e  a t ta c h  a copy  o f  the p lan o r  p ro p o s a l

12. Do you c o n s i d e r  the p r e s e n t  system o f  L ib r a r y

e d u c a t i o n  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  s a t i s f y i n g  our n a t i o n a l  

a s p i r a t i o n  and n eed s?  I f  n o t ,  in  what b a s i c  r e s p e c t  

do you f i n d  i t  l a c k in g  ?

13* Are our l i b r a r i e s  f u n c t i o n i n g  e f f e c t i v e l y  in  r e l a t i o n  

t o  the community in  which they  are s i t u a t e d  ?

14. Do the s e r v i c e s  o f  the l i b r a r y  r e f l e c t  the  i n t e r e s t s  

and needs o f  th a t  community, e . g .  farm ing,  small  

in d u s try  e t c .

15. Have your  l i b r a r y  been d ev e lop ed  by the F i r s t  F ive  

Year Plan o f  P ak is tan .

1 5 .1 .  In  what s i d e - B u i l d i n g / S t a f f / C o l l e c t i o n /  

S e r v i c e s  e t c .

1 5 .2 .  In  what degree  ?

1 5 .3 .  Others

16. Have your  l i b r a r y  been d ev e lop ed  by 2nd F ive  Year 

Plan o f  P ak is tan?
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1 6 .1 .  I f  s o ,  in  what s i d e : -  

B u i l d i n g / S t a f f / C o l l e c t i o n / s e r v i c e s  e t c .

1 6 .2 .  In  what degree  ?

16 .3 . Others

17. Have your  l i b r a r y  been d ev e lo p e d  by the 3rd. F ive  Year

Plan o f  P ak is ta n  ?

1 7 .1 .  In what s i d e - B u i l d i n g / S t a f f / C o l l e c t i o n / S e r v i c e s  

e t c .

1 7 .2 .  In  what degree  ?

17 .3 . Others

18. What i s  you r  r e a c t i o n  about  the e f f e c t  o f  development

o f  you r  l i b r a r y  during  a l l  these  three  Plans ?

19. Do you th in k  that  development has been b a la n ced ,

p r o p o r t i o n a t e  and as p er  r e t i r e m e n t  ?

20. Have you been c o n s u l te d  in  framing a l l  the  above

development plans ? I f  s o ,  in  what way and in  what

degree  ?

21.  Do you t h in k  that  the development a s p e c t s  o f  your

l i b r a r y  have been p r o p e r ly  looked  a f t e r  ?

22 .  Do you th in k  th a t  the b» u ra u cra ts  d e c id e d  exparte  the

development o f  your l i b r a r y  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h e i r  whims ?

r>
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23.  Have you e v e r  p la c e d  b e f o r e  t h i s  a u t h o r i t y  your 

demands s t a t i n g  the f i e l d s  o f  requirements-immediate  

and p e r s p e c t i v e  development from the s o c i o - e c o n o m ic  

s ta n d p o in t  o f  the s o c i e t y  ? I f  n o t ,  how d i d  you 

r e c e i v e  d£velopment grants  ?

24.  Are you s a t i s f i e d  w ith  the mechanism o f  l i b r a r y  

development i n  Pakistan  ? I f  not  how and i n  what 

r e s p e c t s  ?

25.  Do you th in k  th a t  the P lanning  Commission s i t t i n g  i n  

Karachi o r  Islamabad showed d i s p a r i t y  in  l i b r a r y  

development grants  between West Pak is tan  and East 

P ak is tan  ? I f  s o ,  in  what f i e l d  and in  what amount 

d i s p a r i t y  was made t o  East  Pakistan  ?

26.  Do you th in k  a l l  types  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  p u b l i c , academic., 

s p e c i a l  and N a t ion a l  L ib r a r y  e q u a l ly  t r e a t e d  in  

a l l  the th r e e  plans du r ing  Pakistan p e r io d  ?

I f  n o t ,  what i s  the amount and degree  o f  imbalance 

between them ?

27. What i s  the t o t a l i t y  o f  development o f  your  l i b r a r y  

from 1947-1971 ?

28. Do you th in k  th a t  the  development has been u s e f u l  f o r  

the  econom ic ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  and s o c i a l  development o f  

the  s o c i e t y  ?
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29* What is  the overall e ffects  of the three five  year

Plans specially  from the standpoint, of library  

development 9

30. What is  your idea about the comparative development 

among the three plans ?

31. Can you say why library experts were not consulted or 

included in the national plans for the development of 

lib raries ?

32. What is  your view about other commission Reports/ 

Development Projects from the angle of Library 

Development ?

33* What is  your view about the Reports framed by foreign

organisations/agencies for the development of libraries  

in the then Pakistan ?

34. What is  the extent of damage caused in your library

during the Liberation war ?

3 4 .1 . Building

34 .2 . Collection

3 4 .3 . S taff

3 4 .4 . Services

3 4 .5 . equipment

34 .6 . others.
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35* Did you f e e l  the n e c e s s i t y  o f  p lanning your  l i b r a r y  

a f t e r  the emergence o f  Bangladesh ?

3 5 .1 , B u i ld in g

3 5 .2 . S t a f f

3 5 .3 . C o l l e c t i o n s

35 .4 . S e r v i c e s

35o5. O thers .

I f  s o ,  why and in  what degree  ?

Did you submit  any development p r o p o s a l  t o  the proper

a u t h o r i t y  ?

I f  s o ,  g iv e  d e t a i l s  w ith  rea so n s .

37. What was the  cause o f  the sudden n e c e s s i t y  f o r  the 

development o f  l i b r a r i e s  a f t e r  emergence o f  Bangladesh ?

38.  Do you th in k  l i b r a r y  development has been ba lanced 

w ith  the  r a p id  expansion  o f  edu ca t ion  a f t e r  emergence 

o f  Bangladesh ? I f  no t  s t a t e  reasons .

39.  What d id  the  l i b r a r i a n  as a community f e e l  about the 

l i b r a r y  development a f t e r  the' emergence o f  Bangladesh ?

40 .  What was the  r o l e  o f  L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t i o n s  o f  

Bangladesh f o r  l i b r a r y  development ?

41 .  Do you th in k  that  l i b r a r i e s  were p r o p e r ly  look ed  a f t e r  

in  the Bangladesh F i r s t  F ive  Year Plan and Second Five  

Year Plan ?
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4 1 .1 . What was the Library Development Plan for  

your library in F irst Five Yeair Plan ?

4 1 .2 0 What was the progress of Library Development 

in the Two-year plan and the Second Five 

Year Plan ?

4 1 .3 . What is  your comment on the library development 

plans of the f i r s t  plan, mid plan and the 

second five  year plan ?

42. Were you consulted in any library development p rojects/ 

Commissions etc . ? I f  so in what manner.

43. Do you think that the National Plans made adequate 

provision for library development in Bangladesh ?

44. What is  the to ta l development in your library from 

1971-83.

44.1„ Building

4 4 .2 . S ta ff  

44,3* Services

4 4 .4 . Equipment

4 4 .5 . Any other

45. What is  your present need and future plan ?

46. What is  your comment on the library development

mechanism in Bangladesh ?

47. What was the project for development of your library in

the FFYP and SFYP of Bangladesh ?

I f  so, what was the estimated cost ?
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48* What shou ld  be n±e and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s  

and l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in  p lanning  and development 

o f  l i b r a r i e s  in  Bangladesh ?

49 .  What are the  primary and secondary  problems o f  l i b r a r y  

p lann ing  i n  Bangladesh ?

50e How can h e a l t h y  l i b r a r y  development programmes be 

i n i t i a t e d  ?

Date

Signature  and D e s ig n a t io n  
o f  the  p erson n e l  f i l l i n g  up 
t h i s  q u e s t io n n a ir e

Dhaka University Institutional Repository




