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PREFACE

T h e  t o p i c  of this t h e s i s  — " E d u c a t i o n  for L i b r a ­

r i a n s h i p  in B a n g l a d e s h  : An h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y ,  1 9 4 7 - 1 9 8 2 " —  

is an i m p o r t a n t  ar ea  w h i c h  n e e d s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  research/,. 

T h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of th e p r o b l e m s  of L i b r a r y  E d u c a t i o n  a re  

of q r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  to e v e r y  l i b r a r y  p e r s o n n e l  in B a n g l a d e s h  

In o r d e r  to a c h i e v e  t he  d e s i r e d  s t a n d a r d s  fo r t h e  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  of m o s t l y  d i s o r g a n i z e d  s t a t e  of l i b r a r i e s  in t h e  c o u n ­

try. T h e  l i b r a r i e s  of f o r m e r  E a s t  P a k i s t a n  ( 19 47 ) a n d  

p r e s e n t  B a n g l a d e s h  (1 9 7 1 )  a r e  m a n a g e d  a h d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  

w i t h  a c u t e  s h o r t a g e  of o r o f e s s i o n a l l v  q u a l i f i e d  m a n p o w e r .  

L i b r a r v - m i n d e d  p e o p l e  a n d  p a t r o n s  of l i b r a r i e s  a r e  i n t e r ­

e s t e d  in t h e  U Dllftm en t of l i b r a r i e s  of h i q h  s t a n d a r d  w i t h  

b e t t e r  an d  h i g h l v  qu al if ie d p e r s o n n e l .  T h e  l i b r a r i a n s  a r e  

a l s o  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  to i m p r o v e  t h e i r  po or  s e r v i c e  c o n d i ­

ti ons , l o w - s t a t u s  a n d  e m o l u m e n t s .  T h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  of 

a f f a i r s  in ou r l i b r a r i e s  do not a t t r a c t  t he  v o u n q  t a l e n t s
384829

w h o  n e e d  to be t r a i n e d  in m o d e r n  t e c h n i q u e s  of l i b r a r i a n ­

sh ip.  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of e f f e c t i v e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  In the  

c o u n t r y  l a r g e l y  d e p e n d s  on t he n a t u r e  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u ­

c a t i o n  th at  is a v a i l a b l e  to p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  l i b r a r i a n s .

T h e  s c a n t y  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e  in B a n g l a d e s h  s u f f ­

er s f r o m  l a c k  of a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a n d a r d  and  i n a d e q u a t e  o u t p u t .  

So all the a b o v e  g r o u p s  a r e  in n e e d  of e x t e n d e d  l i b r a r y  

e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e  of h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d  c o n c o m i t a n t  to o u r

1 v
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l o c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  B ut  no r e s e a r c h  has 

so  far been c o n d u c t e d  In s u c h  a v i tal  s u b j e c t  area  in a n d  

o u t s i d e  B a n g l a d e s h .  A v a i l a b l e  s t u d i e s  of l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  

t h r o u g h o u t  th e w o r l d  h a v e  e i t h e r  e x c l u d e d  B a n g l a d e s h  or 

i n c l u d e d  o n l y  b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  it. To fill u p  this 

gap, it is e s s e n t i a l  to s t u d y  th e o r i g i n  of l i b r a r y  e d u ­

c a t i o n  a n d  its d e v e l o p m e n t s  in B a n g l a d e s h .

T h e  o b j e c t i v e  of t h i s  s t u d y  is to t r a c e  b r i e f l y  the 

h i s t o r i c a l  e v o l u t i o n  of l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h  

from  its s c a t t e r e d  o r i g i n s  in th e e a r l y  s t a g e s  of l i b r a ­

r i a n s h i p  s i n c e  19 47 in o r d e r  to a s c e r t a i n  the q u a l i t y  a n d  

a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  of c u r r e n t  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  its r e l e ­

v a n c e  to the  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  n e e d s  of t he  p r o f e s s i o n  in

B a n g l a d e s h ,  a n d  to s u g g e s t  r e m e d i a l  m e a s u r e s .

In c a r r y i n g  out  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  w r i t i n g  the 

d i s s e r t a t i o n  I am  i n d e b t e d  to my  S u p e r v i s o r ,  P r o f e s s o r  

Dr. M o h a m m a d  M o n i r u z z a n a n  of the  D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  e d u c a t o r  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t ,  w h o  n ot

o n l y  s u p e r v i s e d  th is  s t u d y  but a l s o  p r o v i d e d  the a u t h o r

w i t h  u s e f u l  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I h a v e  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  

t i m e l y  a n d  v a l u a b l e  g u i d a n c e  fr om  him. H i s  c o n s t r u c t i v e  

s u g g e s t i o n s  have,  i n f a c t  , i m p r o v e d  this  s t u d y  in m a n y  

w a y s .  Hi s d e e p  i n t e r e s t ,  c o n s t a n t  g u i d a n c e  and  d r i v e  at 

a ll s t a g e s  e n a b l e d  me to c o m p l e t e  t h i s  t h e s i s  w i t h i n  

s p e c i f i e d  p e r i o d .
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5 0 ' s.

f

D h a k a ,  B a n g l a d e s h  

N o v e m b e r ,  198 7
( N a s i r u d d i n  A h m a d )
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INTRODUCTION

P u r p o s e s  a n d  S i g n i f i c a n c e  of t he  S t u d y

T h e  s t a t e  of e d u c a t i o n  for l i b r a r i a n s h i p  can n o t  be 

e v a l u a t e d  w i t h o u t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of its o r i g i n .  W i t h o u t  

the k n o w l e d g e  of th e b a c k g r o u n d  of l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  in 

p r e s e n t - d a y  B a n g l a d e s h ,  it w o u l d  s e e m  d i f f i c u l t ,  "to u n d e r ­

s t a n d  a n d  m a k e  q u a l i f i e d  J u d g e m e n t s  on t he  q u a l i t y  a n d  a p p r o ­

p r i a t e n e s s  of c o u n t r y ' s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  

t r a i n i n g  programmes".'*'

T h e  s t u d y  of the p a s t  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  of t he  p r e s e n t  

b r i n g  f r u i t f u l  r e s u l t s  for th e f u t u r e .  B e c a u s e  k n o w i n g  the 

pa st  Is the b a s i s  a n d  the s t u d y  of t he  p r e s e n t  can l e a d  to 

the a w a r e n e s s  of c o r r e c t  s t e p s  to be t a k e n  fo r the f u t u r e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of l i b r a r i e s  in g e n e r a l  a n d  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  

in p a r t i c u l a r .  S i n c e  th e d e v e l o p m e n t  of e f f e c t i v e  s y s t e m  

of l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  as e l s e w h e r e ,  l a r g e l y  

d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h e  k i n d  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  is 

a v a i l a b l e  to p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  l i b r a r i a n s ,  an i n v e s t i g a ­

ti on  i n t o  t he  s y s t e m s  of l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  o b v i o u s l y  

be m a d e .  A b r i e f  u n p u b l i s h e d  s t u d y  a t t e m p t e d  to s h o w  o n l y  

the c o u r s e s  in l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  in E a s t  P a k i s t a n  h e l d  u p t o

1. K a t h e r i n e  C v e l j o ,  E d u c a t i o n  for l i b r a r i a n s h i p  in 

Y u g o s l a v i a :  an h i s t o r i c a l  s u r v e y ,  s t a t e  of t h e  a r t  
a n d  f u t u r e  p r o s p e c t s  (Ohio: C a s e  W e s t e r n  R e s e r v e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  Ph.D . t h e s i s  in m i c r o f i l m ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  p.l.

x i x
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J u n e  1 9 6 6 . ^  Dr. A n i s  K h u r s h i d  in his Ph.D . t h e s i s  (1969) 

m a d e  a b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a b o u t  tw o p a ge s,  r e g a r d ­

i n g  the then a v a i l a b l e  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  of l i b r a r i a n s h i p

3 4
in E a s t  P a k i s t a n .  T h e  a r t i c l e  of t he  p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h e r

on the t o p i c ,  b e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  thi s r e s e a r c h ,  is a l s o  a 

b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t .  D u r i n g  th e p e r i o d  of the p r e s e n t  r e s e a r ­

c h e r ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  ( 1 9 8 2 - 8 5 )  on e s h o r t  a r t i c l e ,  c o n t a i n ­

in g a b o u t  s e v e n  p a g e s ,  w as  p u b l i s h e d . ^  It is s u p e r f i c i a l  

a n d  does  no t a t t e m p t  to m a k e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t u d y  on l i b r a r y  

e d u c a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h  in a n y  way.

r.sr'

H e n c e ,  the s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  s t u d y  a r e  as 

f o l l o w s  :

1. To i n t r o d u c e  b r i e f l y  the d e v e l o p m e n t s  in 

th e f i e l d  of e d u c a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h ,

2. To t r a c e  the o r i g i n  a n d  g r o w t h  of l i b r a r i e s  

a n d  its p r e s e n t  s t a t e  in B a n g l a d e s h ,

3. To t r a c e  the b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  t he  b e g i n n i n g  of 

t r a i n i n g  for l i b r a r i a n s h i p  in B a n g l a d e s h ,

XX

2 . S . S . M . A .  K h o r a s h a n i ,  C o u r s e s  in l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  in 
E a s t  P a k i s t a n :  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  m e a n t  to l i b r a r i a n s h i p  
in the p r o v i n c e  (D ac ca : U n i v e r s i t y  of D a c c a ,  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  of L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  31p, text, ^Qp. ap px.

3. A n i s  K h u r s h i d ,  S t a n d a r d s  for l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  in B u r m a  
C e y l o n ,  In dia a n d  P a k i s t a n  ( P i t t s b u r g :  U n i v e r s i t y  of ’ 
P i t t s b u r g ,  Ph.D. t h e s i s  in m i c r o f i l m ,  1 9 6 9 ) , p p . 3 8 6 - 8 7 .

N a s i r u d d i n  A h m a d ,  " E d u c a t i o n  for l i b r a r i a n s h i p  in 
B a n g l a d e s h " ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  R e v i e w  ( L o n d o n :  
A c a d e m i c  P r e s s ,  19 8 1 ) ,  vol. 13, no.1, p p . 1 0 3 - 1 1 5 .

5. S. H o s s a i n ,  " L i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h " ,  in
P e r s p e c t i v e  in l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  ( V i s w a n a t h a n  F e s t c h r i f t ) ,
ed. by S.N. A q a r w a l  et al. ( L u c k n o w :  P r i n t  H o u s e ,  1982),  
v o l .2, pp. 37 -43 .
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4. To i n v e s t i g a t e  th e c a u s e s  of g r o w t h  of f o r m a l  

l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  a t  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  l e v e l ;  a n d  

the s t a r t i n g  of p o s t - g r a d u a t e  D i p l o m a  C o u r s e  

in the U n i v e r s i t y  of D h a k a ;  a n d  its e l e v a t i o n  

to M a s t e r ' s  D e g r e e  C o u r s e s  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  to 

M. Phil , a n d  D o c t o r a l  p r o g r a m m e s  a n d  to s t u d y  

the p r o c e s s e s  of c o n d u c t i n g  t h e s e  p r o g r a m m e s ,

5. To i n v e s t i g a t e  the s t a n d a r d s  an d  m a n a g e m e n t s  .

of l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e s  in t he  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  of L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of D h a k a ,

t he  o n l y  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  of l i b r a r i a n s h i p

in B a n g l a d e s h  ---  t h e i r  a d m i s s i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s

a n d  p r o c e d u r e s ,  d u r a t i o n  of c o u r s e s ,  t e a c h i n g  . 

s t a f f  a n d  t h e i r  a c a d e m i c  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  t e a c h ­

in g m e t h o d s  e m p l o y e d  by them,

6. To s t u d y  the e x i s t i n g  I n a d e q u a t e  t r a i n i n g  p r o ­

g r a m m e s  for s c h o o l  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  in th e N I E A E R ,  

D h a k a ,  a n d  fou r T.T. C o l l e g e s  In B a n g l a d e s h ;  an d  

to e x a m i n e  the a d m i s s i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  p r o c e ­

d u r e s ,  t e a c h i n g  m e t h o d s  an d s t a f f  p o s i t i o n  b o th  

at u n d e r g r a d u a t e  l e v e l s  a n d  in t he I n s t i t u t e s  of 

t r a i n i n g  for s c h o o l  1 i b r a r i a n s h i p  in B a n g l a d e s h ,

7. To I n v e s t i g a t e  th e a i m s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  of c o u r s e s  

of s t u d i e s  on e d u c a t i o n  for l i b r a r i a n s h i p  in 

B a n g l a d e s h ;  a n d  to e x a m i n e  the  n a t u r e  of p r e s e n t  

c u r r i c u l a  a n d  p a t t e r n  of l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  e d u c a ­

tion a n d  t r a i n i n g  in B a n g l a d e s h ,

8 . To e x a m i n e ,  a n a l y z e  a n d  e v a l u a t e  the p r e s e n t  

c o u r s e s  of s t u d i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m m e s  of l i b r a r y  

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  at all  l e v e l s  In B a n g l a ­

de s h ;  a n d  to i n v e s t i g a t e  the i m p l i c a t i o n s  of
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m o d e r n  c o u r s e s  of s t u d i e s  a b r o a d  in p r e s e n t - d a y  

w o r l d  in o r d e r  to j u s t i f y  its v i a b i l i t y  In B a n g ­

l a d e s h  in c o n s o n a n c e  w i t h  the l o ca l n e e d s ,

9. To i n v e s t i g a t e  th e c a u s e s  of s l o w - r a t e  of m a n -  

(inwt'r p r o d u c t i o n  at all l e v e l s  of l i b r a r y  e d u ­

c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  a n d  its s h o r t a g e  for d e v e ­

l o p m e n t  of l i b r a r i e s  a n d  1 i b r a r i a n s h i p  in B a n g ­

l a d e s h ,  1

10. To i n v e s t i g a t e  i n t o  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f ' E d u -  

c a t l o n  C o m m i s s i o n s '  a n d  o t h e r  b o d i e s  for l i b r a r y  

s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n ;  a n d  to a s s e s s  t he  c a u s e s  of 

a p a t h y  on the  p a r t  of the G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  o t h e r  

c o n c e r n e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  for its p r o p e r  i m p l e m e n t a ­

tion,

11. To e v a l u a t e  the i m p o r t a n c e ,  v a l u e  a n d  n e c e s s i t y  

of l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h ;  a n d  to i d e n ­

t i f y  t he  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  of l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  

t r a i n i n g  In the c o u n t r y ;  a n d  to s u g g e s t  m o s t  p r o b ­

a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  of th e p r o b l e m s  for f u t u r e  p r o s p e c t s  

of e d u c a t i o n  for l i b r a r i a n s h i p  in B a n g l a d e s h .

T h i s  s t u d y  has w o r k e d  t o w a r d s  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  of 

l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  in o r d e r  to i m p r o v e  th e l i b r a r y  p r a c t i c e s t h  

roughout. B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  a l s o  u n d e r t a k e n  the o v e r s e e i n g  of 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  a c q u i s i t i o n  of m a t e r i a l s ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  

h e a d w a y  of l i b r a r i e s  w i t h i n  the s c o p e  of m o d e r n  c u r r i c u l a  

in u n i s o n  w i t h  l o c a l  n e e d s .  T h e  s t a n d a r d  th us  d e v e l o p e d  in 

B a n g l a d e s h  m a y  be u s e d  for c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  the e x i s t i n g  

p r o g r a m m e s  of l e a d i n g  l i b r a r y  s c h o o l s ,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in the 

text, in the d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  USA , UK a n d  U S S R .
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T h e  p r o b l e m s  of l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h  a r e  of 

I m m e d i a t e  c o n c e r n  b o t h  to the  a u t h o r i t i e s  of l i b r a r i e s  a n d  

L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  o t h e r  T r a i n i n g  I n s t i t u t e s  in 

B a n g l a d e s h .  T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m a y  a l s o  g e n e r a t e  i n t e r e s t s  

in the n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o u n t r i e s  of S o u t h  E a s t  A s i a  for the 

p r o b l e m s  a n d  p r o s p e c t s  of l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  

g e n e r a l l y  t h e  s a m e  in the r e g i o n .

T h e  p r e v a l e n t  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  in l i b r a r i a n s h i p  is of 

m u c h  d i v e r s i t y  in p r e s e n t - d a y  B a n g l a d e s h  and, In p a r t i c u l a r ,  

the p r e s s i n g  n e e d  for c h a n g e s  in th e c u r r e n t  c u r r i c u l a  a n d  

p a t t e r n s  of l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  c o u n ­

try, wi l l be m o r e  f u l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  w i t h  p e r s p e c t i v e  p r o v i d e d  

by a g e o - s o c l o - p o 1 i t i c o - e c o n o m i c  p r o f i l e  of B a n g l a d e s h  in 

this st u d y .  It w o u l d  be m o r e  i m p o s s i b l e  to u n d e r s t a n d  the 

c o u n t r y ' s  t u r b u l e n t  p a s t  a n d  its p r e s e n t  p r o b l e m s  w i t h o u t  

a s t u d y  of this kind . Even th e b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the 

f a c t o r s ,  in this s t u d y  w i l l  s h o w  tha t In Its g e o g r a p h i c a l  

s e t t i n g ,  as w e l l  as p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  m a t t e r s ,  

d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  c o n t r a s t s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  u n i f o r m i t y ,  a r e  c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c s  of th e c o u n t r y .  T h e  s t r o n g  n a t i o n a l i t y  g r o u p s  a n d  

an e t h n o c e n t r i c  p a s t  h a v e  had a p r o f o u n d  i m p a c t  on the c u l ­

t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of this  e x p l o i t e d  n a t i o n  as w e l l  as  on the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h i r  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m ,  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s .
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U N E S C O ,  s t a r t e d  ' W o r l d - w i d e  s t a t i s t i c a l  s u r v e y  on 

l i b r a r i e s '  for t he l as t t h i r t y - f o u r  ye a r s  f r o m  1 9 51 ^,  a n d  

s i n c e  p u b l i s h e d  th e s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  of t he  ' W or ld  g u i d e  to 

l i b r a r y  s c h o o l s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  in d o c u m e n t a t i o n 1 in 

1981,  to w h i c h  this s t u d y  m a y  c o n t r i b u t e  to a g r e a t  e x t e n t  

r e g a r d i n g  the  l i b r a r i e s ,  in g e n e r a l ,  a n d  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  

l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  In B a n g l a d e s h .

S c o p e  of the  S t u d y

To d e f i n e  the p u r p o s e s  of th is  s t u d y ,  the  a u t h o r  

i n t r o d u c e s  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of e d u c a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h  

in c h a p t e r  I a n d  e n q u i r e s  i n t o  th e o r i g i n  a n d  g r o w t h  of 

l i b r a r i e s  a n d  its p r e s e n t  s t a t e  in c h a p t e r  2. C h a p t e r  3 

d e a l s  w i t h  t he b e g i n n i n g  (1952 ) a n d  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  for 

l i b r a r i a n s h i p  (1958) at  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  le ve l.  C h a p t e r  4 

d i s c u s s e s  the g r a d u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  of l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  

fr om  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  D i p l o m a  l e v e l  (1959) to D o c t o r a t e  

p r o g r a m m e s  (19 82) . C h a p t e r  5 d e a l s  w i t h  all o t h e r  l i b r a r y  

t r a i n i n q  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  p r o g r a m m e s  in B a n g l a d e s h .  C h a p t e r  

6 e l a b o r a t e l y  d e a l s  w i t h  the p r e s e n t  c o u r s e s  of s t u d i e s  

a n d  p a t t e r n  of l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  in 

B a n g l a d e s h  and  p r o v i d e s  the c o u r s e s  of s t u d i e s  of s e l e c ­

ted l e a d i n g  l i b r a r y  s c h o o l s  of d e v e l o p e d  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  

c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  its i m p l i c a t i o n s  in p r e s e n t - d a y  w o r l d  an d

6 . U n e s c o  B u l l e t i n  for l i b r a r i e s  (Pa ri s:  U N E S C O ,  3 a n u -  
F e b  1 9 7 8 ) ,  vol. X X X I I ,  n o .1 , p . 2.
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s u g g e s t s  f u t u r e  c o u r s e s  of s t u d i e s  In B a n g l a d e s h .  C h a p t e r  7 

d e a l s  w i t h  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  m a n p o w e r  p r o d u c t i o n  at al l 

l e v e l s  in B a n g l a d e s h .  C h a p t e r  8 s h o w s  the  m a n p o w e r  s h o r t a g e  

for d e v e l o p m e n t  of l i b r a r i e s  an d  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  in B a n g l a d e s h .  

C h a p t e r  9 e x a m i n e s  th e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n s '  

a n d  o t h e r  b o d i e s  fo r l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a s s e s s e s  

t h e  e x t e n t  of its i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h .  C h a p t e r  10 

e v a l u a t e s  t he i m p o r t a n c e ,  v a l u e s  a n d  n e c e s s i t y  of l i b r a r y  

e d u c a t i o n  in t he  c o u n t r y  a n d  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  

a n d  s u g g e s t s  p r o b a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  for f u t u r e  p r o s p e c t  of e d u ­

c a t i o n  for l i b r a r i a n s h i p  in B a n g l a d e s h .

To m e e t  t he  p u r p o s e s  of t h e  s t u d y  of l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  

in B a n g l a d e s h , it has been d e f i n e d  to t h o s e  p r o g r a m m e s  o f f e r e d  

a n d  to be o f f e r e d  on c o n t i n u i n g  b a s i s  at  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  an d  

p o s t - g r a d u a t e  l e v e l s  from its o r i g i n  to 1982, t h e  y e a r  of 

c o m m e n c e m e n t  of th e p r e s e n t  s t u d y .  It a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a ll  

a v a i l a b l e  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m m e s  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  

f r o m  i ts  b e g i n n i n g  do wn  to 1982, W h e r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e  p r o g r a ­

m m e s  o u t s i d e  the c o u n t r y  h a v e  been t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

f or  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  but the f i n d i n g s  of this  s t u d y  r e s t  

p r i m a r i l y  on th e c o u r s e s  a n d  p r o g r a m m e s  on e d u c a t i o n  for 

l i b r a r i a n s h i p  in B a n g l a d e s h  f r o m  1 9 4 7  to 1982.

M e t h o d o l o g y  a n d  S o u r c e s

T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  m e t h o d  is u s e d  to t r a c e  the  o r i g i n  of 

a n d  the f a c t o r s  l e a d i n g  to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of v a r i o u s  ty p e s
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of B a n g l a d e s h  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e s  in e x i s t e n c e  

a n d  t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  u p t o  1982, T h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  is

the r e s u l t  of not  o n l y  of p u b l i s h e d  m a t e r i a l s  but of all

u n p u b l i s h e d  s o u r c e s  a n d  a r c h i v a l  r e p o r t s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  

a v a i l a b l e .  A d d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s  w e r e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a n d  

i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  l e a d i n g  l i b r a r i a n s ,  l i b r a r y  e d u c a t o r s  

a n d  e m i n e n t  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  a n d  s c h o l a r s  i n t e r e s t e d  in 

l i b r a r i e s  a n d  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  on s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  

a b o u t  w h i c h  t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  l i t t l e  p u b l i s h e d  d o c u m e n t s .

T h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  s p e n t  si x m o n t h s  in v i s i t i n g  all

the m a j o r  l i b r a r i e s  in the c a p i t a l  c i t y  of D h a k a  a n d  o t h e r

i m p o r t a n t  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  to s e a r c h  a n d  c o l l e c t  

the s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  for this  st ud y.  Th e  r e s e a r c h e r  a l s o  

p r o c u r e d  a s e l e c t  b i b l i o g r a p h y  on ' L i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n ' ^  

f r o m  I n d i a  a n d  c o l l e c t e d  m o d e r n  c u r r i c u l a  of l e a d i n g  

l i b r a r y  s c h o o l s  fro m USA, UK, P a k i s t a n  a n d  India  t h r o u g h  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s .  T h e  r e s e a r c h e r  a l s o  u s e d  ’W o r l d  g u i d e  to 

l i b r a r y  s c h o o l s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  in d o c u m e n t a t i o n 1^ 

a n d  th us  p r e p a r e d  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  w o r k i n g  b i b l i o g r a p h y .

T h e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  in w r i t i n g  the d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  f o l l o w s  

B r i t i s h  s p e l l i n g ,  for e x a m p l e  ' P r o g r a m m e ' ,  'C ol our ' etc.,

7. I.V. M a l h a n ,  a n d  S. K a p o o r ,  L i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  : a 
b i b l i o g r a p h y  (New D e l h i :  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Boo k,  C 1 9 8 2 ) ,  264p.

8 . U N E S C O ,  W o r l d  g u i d e  to l i b r a r y  s c h o o l s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  
c o u r s e s  in d o c u m e n t a t i o n  (Pa ri s:  U N E S C O ,  <=1972 ), 24 5p.
S e e  a l s o . Idem. 2 n d  edn. (c 1 98 1),  549p.
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e x c e p t  in c i t a t i o n s .  T h e  s p e l l i n g  'Dacca' is u s e d  in 

c i t a t i o n s  fr om  p u b l i s h e d  a n d  u n p u b l i s h e d  m a t e r i a l s  as 

a p p e a r e d  u p t o  16 O c t o b e r ,  1982 a n d  e l s e w h e r e  it is u s e d  

as 'Dhaka' s i n c e  this s p e l l i n g  has bee n i n t r o d u c e d  by 

the  o r d e r  of the G o v e r n m e n t  of the P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  of 

B a n g l a d e s h  w i t h  e f f e c t  fro m O c t o b e r  17, 1 9 8 2 . 9

T h e  r e s e a r c h e r  has a r r a n g e d  the s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  

in o r d e r  of i m p o r t a n c e  of s o u r c e s ,  vi z :

1. P r i m a r y  s o u r c e s

2 , S e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s

3. T e r t i a r y  s o u r c e s

4, N o n - d o c u m e n t a r y  s o u r c e s .

1. P r i m a r y  s o u r c e s  ---  i n c l u d e  s ix  i m p o r t a n t  u n p u b ­

l i s h e d  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  ( p r o c u r e d  in m i c r o f i l m )  m o s t  

r e l e v a n t  to this st ud y.  T h e  r e s e a r c h e r  w i d e l y  u s e d  t h e s e  

d i s s e r t a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  m i c r o f i l m  r e a d e r  p r e s e r v e d  in the  

D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .  T h i s  s o u r c e s  a l s o  i n c l u d e  r e l e ­

v an t u n p u b l i s h e d  m a s t e r ' s  t h e s e s  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e  of this U n i v e r s i t y .  It a l s o  i n c l u d e s  

r e p o r t s  a n d  m i m e o g r a p h s  w h i c h  the r e s e a r c h e r  u s e d  

m i n u t e l y .

9. B a n g l a d e s h ,  C h i e f  M a r t i a l  L a w  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  S e c r e ­
t a r i a t ,  C a b i n e t  D i v i s i o n ,  T h e  B a n g l a d e s h  G a z e t t e  
( D ha ka : G ov t. P r e s s ,  O c t o b e r  18, 1 9 8 2 ) ,  p. 3768.

G o v e r n m e n t  O r d e r  r e ad s as : R e s o l u t i o n .  D h a k a ,  O c t o b e r

17, 1982. N o . ^ / 6 9 / 8 2 - R u l e » / 2 0 l .  --- G o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  be en
p l e a s e d  to d e c i d e  t h a t  h e n c e f o r t h  the c a p i t a l  c i t y  of the 
P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  of B a n g l a d e s h  w i l l  be s p e l t  in E n n l i s h  
as " D h a k a " .  '

2. T h i s  will c o m e  i n to  f o r c e  w i t h  i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t .
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2. S e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  ---  w h i c h  t he  r e s e a r c h e r  u s e d

a r e  j o u r n a l s ,  d i c t i o n a r i e s ,  e n c y c l o p a e d i a s ,  y e a r  bo oks, 

ha nd  b o o k s , m a n u a l s  a n d  books . Of t h es e,  j o u r n a l s  a r e  

l a r g e  in n u m b e r  tha n the b o o k s  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  

s o u r c e s  w h i c h  t he  r e s e a r c h e r  u s e d  i n t e n s i v e l y .

3. T e r t i a r y  s o u r c e s  ---  i n c l u d e  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  g u i d e s

a n d  l i s t s  t ha t t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  m e t i c u l o u s l y  u s e d  f or  this 

st u d y .  Al l the a b o v e  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  l i s t e d  a l p h a b e ­

t i c a l l y  by d i v i s i o n  of s o u r c e s  a n d  a p p e n d e d  in the

1Bi bli ogra p h y ' at th e end of thi s st udy.

B e s i d e s  the a b o v e  t h r e e  s o u r c e s  the r e s e a r c h e r  u s e d  

the f o l l o w i n g  N o n - d o c u m e n t a r y  s o u r c e s  for t h e  l a st  t h r e e  

y e a r s  ( 1 9 8 2 - 8 5 )  of his w o r k  on the s u b j e c t  :

4. N o n - d o c u m e n t a r y  s o u r c e s  ---  i n c l u d e  both  f o r m a l

a n d  i n f o r m a l  s o u r c e s .  F o r m a l  s o u r c e s  c o v e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  

w i t h  e x p e r t s ,  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  p o t e n t i a l  u s e r s ,  e m i n e n t  s c h o ­

la rs , e d u c a t i o n i s t s ,  s o m e  of w h o m  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  in t h e  

p r e f a c e  as a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t .  T h e  i n f o r m a l  s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  v i s i t o r s ,  a t t e n d a n c e  at 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  a r r a n g e d  by the  LA B  a n d  th e  D h a k a  

U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  a n d  i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  c o l l e a g u  

a n d  l e a d i n g  l i b r a r i a n s  of th e c o u n t r y .
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C H A P T E R - 1

E D U C A T I O N  IN B A N G L A D E S H

I n t r o d u c t i o n

I N D E P E N D E N C E  of B a n g l a d e s h  w as  p r o c l a i m e d  on 26 M a r c h ,  

1 9 7 1  a n d  a f t e r  a n i n e - m o n t h  wa r of l i D e r a t i o n  t he  v i c t o r y  was 

w o n  o n  16 D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 71 .

B a n g l a d e s h  is p r i m a r i l y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o u n t r y ,  the 

s e c o n d  m o s t  d e n s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  m u s l i m  

c o u n t r y  in th e w o r l d .  A D o u t  8 5 %  of th e p e o p l e  ar e m u s l l m s  a n d  

a b o u t  the s a m e  p e r c e n t a g e  of p e o p l e  l i v e  in v i l l a g e s  and  

d i r e c t l y  e n g a g e d  in a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k s .  "T he  n a t i o n a l  l i t e r a c y  

r a t e  is 23%. B a n g l a d e s h  r a n k s  9 3 r d  in t h e  w o r l d  in 

l i t e r a c y " 1 .

B a n g l a d e s h  p o s s e s s e s  a r i c h  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .

E d u c a t i o n  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  p l a c e d  in a p o s i t i o n  of h i g h  e s t e e m .

T i l l  t he  a d v e n t  of B r i t i s h  r u l e  in In d i a ,  e d u c a t i o n  w a s  t a k e n

p r i m a r i l y  as a s o u r c e  of s o c i a l  p r e s t i g e .  E c o n o m i c  o b j e c t i v e s

c a m e  i n t o  f o c u s  d u r i n g  the B r i t i s h  r u le . In P a k i s t a n  p e r i o d ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  in th e f i f t i e s ,  e d u c a t i o n  c a m e  to oe v a l u e d  n o t

o n l y  f o r  s o c i a l  a nd  c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  b u t  a l s o  as an a g e n t

2
of e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .

1. E n c y c l o p e d i a  of th e  T h i r d  W o r l d ,  vol. 1. R e v i s e d  e d n-  
( L o n d o n :  M a n s e l l ,  1 9 8 2 ) , p. 138

2 M. S h a m s u l  H u q  et a l , H i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  and e m p l o y m e n t  in

* B a n g l a d e s h . ( D h a k a :  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  Ltd .,  c 1 9 8 3 ) f p. 45.

1
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" W i t h  the Wa r of I n d e p e n d e n c e  in B a n g l a d e s h  in 1 9 7 1  

t h e r e  w as  a m a s s i v e  l o s s  of li v e s ,  d i s l o c a t i o n  of l i v i n g  

c o n d i t i o n  of m i l l i o n s  a n d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of p h y s i c a l  

c a p i t a l  in t h e  e d u c a t i o n  as w e l l  as o t h e r  s e c t o r s .  W h i l e  

p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  s e e m s  to h a v e  b e e n  r e s t o r e d ,  the 

e d u c a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a p p e a r s  to h a v e  b e e n  u n a b l e  to c o p e  

w i t h  th e s i t u a t i o n  c r e a t e d  by th e g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d  

p l a c e d  on the s y s t e m  in t he a f t e r m a t h  of i n d e p e n d e n c e .  

E d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r e s s  s e e m s  to h a v e  b e e n  i m b a l a n c e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  

a p p e a r s  to h a v e  b e e n  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  in q u a l i t y ,  

p r a c t i c a l l y  at al l l e v e l s  of e d u c a t i o n " . 3

G o a l s  an d O b j e c t i v e s  of E d u c a t i o n

"T he  g o a l s  of e d u c a t i o n  ar e th e r e s u l t  of p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

r e f l e c t i o n s  on man , on h u m a n  e x i s t e n c e  in it s h i s t o r i c a l  

c o n t e x t  and  o n the s y s t e m s  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  c o n n e c t i n g  m a n  to 

n a t u r e  an d to th e s o c i e t y  in w h i c h  he l i v e s ,  c r e a t e s  a n d  acts. 

The c o n c e p t  of g o a l  i m p l i e s  t h at  m a n  is a b e i n g  l a u n c h e d  

t o w a r d s  th e f u t u r e  w h i c h  he h o p e s  w i l l  be a b e t t e r  one.

E v e r y  r e f o r m  of an e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  i n v o l v e s  p r i o r  

r e f l e c t i o n  on th e g o a l s  of e d u c a t i o n ,  on it s o b j e c t i v e s ,  as 

w e l l  as on t he  r o l e  of e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  In any

3 . O p . c i t . p .46.
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i n n o v a t i o n  in t h i s  f i e l d ,  th e d e s i r e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  

are  m o d i f i e d ,  or at l e a s t  q u e s t i o n e d .  P r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y w h e r e  

in t he  w o r l d  of t o d a y ,  an a w a r e n e s s  of the p r o b l e m s  r a i s e d  by 

e d u c a t i o n  is i n t e n s i f y i n g  t h i s  s e a r c h  for  b a s i c  o r i e n t a t i o n s  or 

r e o r i e n t a t i o n s " , ^

D e s p i t e  o v e r a l l  s t a y g e r i n g  p o v e r t y  in B a n g l a d e s h  a ne w 

s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  is t a k i n g  p l a c e .  The  c o m m o n  m a n  n e e d s  

a n d  d e m a n d s  b e t t e r  life , b e t t e r  food, b e t t e r  c l o t h i n g ,  b e t t e r  

h o m e s ,  b e t t e r  h e a l t h ,  o e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n -  a ll  at on c e ,  t h o u g h  he 

is no t q u i t e  r e a d y  to pay  the p r i c e .  The ga p b e t w e e n  l i v i n g  

s t a n d a r d s  an d l i f e  f a s h i o n  of the r i c h  a n d  p o o r  in B a n g l a d e s h  

is w i d e n i n g .

In B a n g l a d e s h ,  the s c h o o l  is t he  f o r m a l  a g e n c y  c r e a t e d  

a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  by th e s o c i e t y  to e d u c a t e  (th e c h i l d r e n  and)  the 

y o u n g  ( p e o p l e )  a c c o r d i n g  to i t s  n e e d s  a n d  d e m a n d s .  T h r o u g h  the 

s c h o o l ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  a t t e m p t s  a r e  m a d e  to e n s u r e  

s u c c e s s f u l  l i v i n g  for the i n d i v i d u a l  in th e p r e s e n t  a nd  the 

f u t u r e  a n d  t he  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  of s o c i a l  c h a n g e s  d i r e c t e d  

t o w a r d s  th e g e n e r a l  an d s p e c i f i c  g o a l s . ^

4. C h a r l e s  H u m m e l ,  E d u c a t i o n  t o d a y  for th e w o r l d  of 
t o m o r r o w  (Pa ris ; U N E S C O ,  C 1 9 7 7 ) ,  p. 14.

5. S h a m s u l  Huq, E d u c a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h  ( C o m m o n w e a l t h  
F o u n d a t i o n  L e c t u r e ,  19 8 1 ) ,  ( A u s t r a l i a :  C o m m o n w e a l t h  
C o u n c i l  for E d u c a t i o n a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  1 9 8 2 ) ,  pp. 3 - 4 .
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O b j e c t i v e s  of E d u c a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h

B a n g l a d e s h  e d u c a t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n  R e p o r t  1 9 7 4  e n v i s a g e d  the b a s i c  
o b j e c t i v e s  of P r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n  as f o l l o w s : ^

1. To d e v e l o p  c h i l d r e n ’s m o r a l ,  m e n t a l ,  p h y s i c a l  a nd  
s o c i a l  v a l u e s .

2 . To d e v e l o p  c h i l d r e n ' s  s e n s e  of p a t r i o t i s m ,  

c i t i z e n s h i p ,  d u t i f u l n e s s  a n d  c u r i o s i t y ,  p r e s e v e r a n c e  
a n d  s k i l l ,  g o o d  m a n n e r  and j u s t i c e .

3. To h e l p  c h i l d r e n  to a c q u i r e  s k i l l  in w r i t i n g ,  r e a d i n g  
a n d  a c c o u n t i n g  in m o t h e r  t o n g u e ,  and i n t r o d u c e  t h e m  
to t he  b a s i c  k n o w l e d g e  a nd t a c t  r e q u i r e d  fo r f u t u r e  
life.

4. To p r e p a r e  t h e m  fo r th e n e x t  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .

The g e n e r a l  o b j e c t i v e s  of S e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n : ^

1. To c o n s o l i d a t e  an d e x p a n d  the  b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n  
r e c e i v e d  at p r i m a r y  s ta ge.

2. To d e v e l o p  p e r s o n a l i t y  for b a l a n c e d  a n d  p r o s p e r o u s  
li f e .

3. To b u i l d  d e v o t e d  a n d  s k i l l e d  m a n p o w e r  r e q u i r e d  for 
e c o n o m i c  p r o g r e s s  of the  c o u n t r y .

4. To p r e p a r e  s t u d e n t s ,  w ho  a r e  t a l e n t e d ,  fo r p e r s u i n g  
h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e i r  a p t i t u d e .

Th e a i m s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  of H i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n : ^

1. To p r e p a r e  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d ,  e x p e r t ,  f o r e - s i g h t e d  
p e r s o n  f or  w o r k  at th e h i g h e r  l ev el.

2 . To c r e a t e  s u c h  an e d u c a t e d  c l a s s  in w h o m  d e d i c a t i o n  
for work , t h i r s t  fo r k n o w l e d g e ,  f r e e d o m  of t h o u g h t ,  s e n s e  of 
j u s t i c e  a n d  h u m a n  v a l u e s  w i l l  h a v e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  D e v e l o p e d .

6 . B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s  a n d  
S p o r t s .  B a n g l a d e s h  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  R e p o r t  1 9 7 4  (Da cca : 
Govt.  P r e s s ,  Ma y 1 9 7 4 ) , p. 23. ( E n g l i s h  r e n d e r i n g  by the 
a u t h o r  as t h e  t i t l e  a n d  t e x t  is in B e n g a l i ) ,

7. Ibid . p. 29.

8 . I b i d . p . 83.
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3. To r e v e a l  th e  n e w  h o r i z o n s  of k n o w l e d g e  t h r o u g h  
r e s e a r c h .

4. To a n a l y s e  t h e  s o c i a l  a nd  e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s  a n d  
i n d i c a t e  th e m e a n s  of it s s o l u t i o n s .

But  c u r r i c u l a r  a n d  c o - c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  in o u r

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a v e  not  b e e n  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  i m p r o v e d

to t r a n s l a t e  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s  i n t o  a c t i o n  a n d  m a n y  of t h e s e

o b j e c t i v e s  s t i l l  a w a i t  s u c c e s s f u l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .

The  p r e s e n t  E d u c a t i o n  S y s t e m

T he e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  of B a n g l a d e s h  may  b r o a d l y  be 

d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  l e v e l s :  P r i m a r y ,  S e c o n d a r y  a n d  H i g h e r .

P r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n  is i m p a r t e d  in P r i m a r y  S c h o o l s .  

P r e - P r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n  is o f f e r e d  by a fe w p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

m o s t l y  in th e m e t r o p o l i t a n  c i t i e s ,  an d  a fe w t h o u s a n d  m o s q u e

s c h o o l s  in th e r u r a l  a r e a s .  The D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n

' • 9
m a i n t a i n s  a l o o s e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o v e r  th em. S e c o n d a r y  and

H i g h e r  S e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  is i m p a r t e d  in H i g h  S c h o o l s  and  

i n t e r m e d i a t e  C o l l e g e s ,  H i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  is i m p a r t e d  in D e g r e e  

C o l l e g e s  a n d  Un i v e r s i t i e s . T h e  e s s e n c e  of p r e s e n t  

e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  f o l l o w s  th e s t r u c t u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  the 

B r i t i s h  rule.

9. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  R e v i e w  of th e s i t u a t i o n  
of e d u c a t i o n  a n d  c u l t u r e  in B a n g l a d e s h „  ( D h a k a : Gov t.  Pr e s s ,  
O c t o b e r - N o v e m b e r  1 9 0 3 ) ,  p. 1.

10. B A N B E I S ,  E d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  of B a n g l a d e s h  (m im e o ) ,  ( S e p t e m b e r ,

1 9 8 2 ) ,  p. 2 .
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The d u r a t i o n  of P r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n  is 5 y e a r s  

( G r a d e s - C l a s s  I-V), b e g i n n i n g  at t h e  ag e of 6 . T h e r e  a r e  

4 0 , 9 2 6  P r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  (of w h i c h  4 , 3 7 1  are  p r i v a t e )  in the 

c o u n t r y  ( p o s i t i o n  of 1 9 82 ) a n d  m a n y  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  h a v e  

p r i m a r y  s e c t i o n s  a t t a c h e d  to t h e m .11 A l t h o u g h  t u i t i o n - f r e e ,  

p r i m a r y  e d u c a t i o n  is yet to be m a d e  u n i v e r s a l  and  c o m p u l s o r y ,  

o n e - t h i r d  of the  s c h o o l  age  c h i l d r e n  s t i l l  r e m a i n i n g  o u t s i d e  

s c h o o l s .

The m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  in t h i s  a r e a  are:

a. l o w  e n r o l m e n t  ra t i o ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  for g i r l s ,  the  
e n r o l m e n t  r a t i o  for g i r l s  b e i n g  a r o u n d  3 6 . 5 8 * ;

b. i n a d e q u a t e  p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .-1-2 .

S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n

S e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  p h a s e s :

J u n i o r  S e c o n d a r y  ( G r a d e s  V I - V I I I )

S e c o n d a r y  ( G r a d e s  IX - X )

H i g h e r  S e c o n d a r y  ( G r a d e s  X I - X I I )

W h i l e  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  is o f f e r e d  in 8 , 6 6 2  J u n i o r

P r i m a r y  E d u c a t i o n

11. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  E d u c a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h  
(D h a k a : Go vt .  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 3 ) ,  p. 1.

12. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  R e v i e w  of the s i t u a t i o n  
of e d u c a t i o n  a n d  c u l t u r e  in B a n g l a d e s h .  (Dha ka:  Gov t.  Pr es s,
1 9 8 3 ) ,  p. 1-2.
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H i g h  S c h o o l s  and  H i g h  S c h o o l s ,  the H i g h e r  S e c o n d a r y  C o u r s e  is 

p r o v i d e d  in th e I n t e r m e d i a t e  s e c t i o n s  of 343  D e g r e e  C o l l e g e s  

an d in 2 13 i n d e p e n d e n t  I n t e r m e d i a t e  C o l l e g e s .  Two p u D i i c  

e x a m i n a t i o n s  at th e e n d  of g r a d e s  X a n d  X I I  l e a d i n g  to the 

S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l  C e r t i f i c a t e  (SSC) an d H i g h e r  S e c o n d a r y  

C e r t i f i c a t e  (HSC) r e s p e c t i v e l y  ar e c o n d u c t e d  Oy f o u r  a u t o n o m o u s  

B o a r d s  of I n t e r m e d i a t e  a n d  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n .15

One  of the m a j o r  w e a k n e s s  of s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  is t h a t  

it h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  D e e n  l o o k e d  u p o n  as p r e p a r a t o r y  of h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  c a t e r i n g  to the n e e d s  for p r e p a r a t i o n  for 

e n t r y  i n t o  v o c a t i o n s .  A f u r t h e r  p r o b l e m  is th e h i g h  f a i l u r e  

r a t e s  at the SS C  an d H S C  E x a m i n a t i o n s .

H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n

H i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  e d u c a t i o n  at p o s t -  H S C  l e v e l  

( a f t e r  g r a d e  XII ) c o m p r i s i n g  the  the  f o l l o w i n g  c o u r s e s  of 

s t u d i e s :

2 - y e a r s  o r d i n a r y  f i r s t  D e g r e e  (BA, BCo m,  B. ScJ

3 - y e a r s  s p e c i a l i z e d  ( H o n o u r s )  D e g r e e  in Ar ts,  S c i e n c e  a n d

C o m m e r c e :  BA  Hons, B . S c  H o n s  an d B C o m  Hons.

4 - y e a r s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i r s t  D e g r e e  in E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  in

13. I b i d  . p . 2 .
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A g r i c u l t u r e .

5 - y e a r s  in M e d i c i n e  an d  A r c h i t e c t u r e ,  etc.

M a s t e r ' s  D e g r e e  - i y e a r  for H o n o u r s '  g r a d u a t e s  a n d  2 y e a r s

for n o n - h o n o u r s '  g r a d u a t e s .

M. P h i l  an d P h . D .  D e y r e e  - 2 y e a r s  for  M. P h i l  a n d  2 - 5  y e a r s

for P h . D .

The  c o u r s e s  of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  o f f e r e d  by d e g r e e  

c o l l e g e s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l e g e s  an d  u n i v e r s i t i e s .14

T h e r e  are  si x u n i v e r s i t i e s  in the c o u n t r y  n a m e l y :

1. U n i v e r s i t y  of D h a k a  (1921 )

2. U n i v e r s i t y  of R a j s h a h i  (1 95 3)

3. U n i v e r s i t y  if C h i t t a g o n g  (1 966 )

4. J a h a n g i r n a g a r  U n i v e r s i t y  (1 97 0)

5. B a n g l a d e s h  A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  M y m e n s i n g h  (1 961 )

6 . B a n g l a d e s h  U n i v e r s i t y  of E n g i n e e r i n g  an d  T e c h n o l o g y ,  

D h a k a  ( 1 9 6 2 ) . 13

Of the si x u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  f o u r  o f f e r  g e n e r a l  c o u r s e s ,  on e  o f f e r s  

c o u r s e s  in a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  o n e  o f f e r s  c o u r s e s  in e n g i n e e r i n g  

a nd t e c h n o l o g y .

14. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  R e v i e w  of th e s i t u a t i o n  
of e d u c a t i o n  a n d  c u l t u r e  in B a n g l a d e s h  ( O c t - N o v  i s s u e )  op 
cit . p. 2 .

15. M. S h a m s u l  Hu q et al, op. cit. p. 52.
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A s e v e n t h  u n i v e r s i t y ,  s t y l e d  I s l a m i c  U n i v e r s i t y  is in 

t h e  p r o c e s s  of b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d .  A l t h o u g h  the u n i v e r s i t i e s  

a r e  s e l f - g o v e r n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  95%  of t h e i r  t o t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  

is p r o v i d e d  Dy the  G o v e r n m e n t  as b l o c k  g r a n t s  t h r o u g h  the 

U n i v e r s i t y  G r a n t s  C o m m i s s i o n .

On e of the s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  in th e f i e l d  of h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n  is t h a t  it s e x p a n s i o n  d u r i n g  th e p a s t  d e c a d e s  h as 

b e e n  m o r e  or l e s s  u n r e l a t e d  to the m a n p o w e r  n e e d s  of the 

c o u n t r y  a n d  th e p r o p e r  g r o w t h  of p r i m a r y ,  s e c o n d a r y  and  

t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  h a v e  no t  t a k e n  p l a c e .  R e c e n t l y  a f e e l i n g  

has  g r o w n  t h a t  a u n i v e r s i t y  is a p l a c e  to k e e p  th e y o u n g  p e o p l e  

of f the w o r k  m a r k e t .  S e c o n d ,  w i t h i n  th e h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  

s y s t e m ,  t h e r e  is a s e r i o u s  i m b a l a n c e ,  n e a r l y  70% of a l l  

e n r o l m e n t  b e i n g  in th e a r t s  and  h u m a n i t i e s .  Th i r d ,  i n s p i t e  of 

t he h i g h  c o s t  of u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  

p e r f o r m a n c e  in t e r m s  of q u a l i t y  a n d  o u t p u t  of t h i s  s e c t o r  is 

p o o r .  T h e  d r o p o u t  a n d  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  in B . S c ,  B A  a n d  B C o m  Hons, 

an d P a s s  ar e v e r y  hi g h .  In th e o u t l y i n g ,  m o s t l y  r u r a l  c o l l e g e s  

th e f a i l u r e  a n d  d r o p o u t  r a t e  in B . S c  Ho n s,  ha s b e e n  r e c o r d e d  as 

h i g h  as 8 7 % . 16

16. B a n g l a d e s h ,  R e v i e w  of th e s i t u a t i o n  of e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
c u l t u r e  in B a n g l a d e s h ,  op. cit. p. 3 .
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T e c h n i c a l  E d u c a t i o n

T e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  is o r g a n i z e d  in t h r e e  t i e r s  —  

c e r t i f i c a t e ,  d i p l o m a  a n d  d e y r e e .  W h i l e  c e r t i f i c a t e  c o u r s e s ,  

p r e p a r i n g  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s ,  a re p r o v i d e d  in 54 v o c a t i o n a l  

t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t e s ,  3- y e a r s  d i p l o m a  c o u r s e s  in v a r i o u s  

b r a n c h e s  of e n g i n e e r i n g  an d t e c h n o l o g y  are  o f f e r e d  by 17 

p o l y t e c h n i c s  a n d  4 m o n o t e c h n i c s .  D e g r e e  c o u r s e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  

by 4 e n g i n e e r i n g  c o l l e g e s  an d on e U n i v e r s i t y  of E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  

T e c h n o l o g y .

The m a j o r  g a p s  in th e f i e l d  of t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n

a. i n a d e q u a t e  l i n k a g e  of t e c h n i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  
i n d u s t r i e s

b. l a c k  of r e l e v a n c e  of th e c u r r i c u l a  to th e s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
c n d i t i o n s  of t h e  c o u n t r y

c. s h o r t a g e  of t e a c h e r s  in th e  e n g i n e e r i n g  c o l l e g e s  d ue  to 
D r a i n  d r a i n  o n  t he  p a r t  of h i y h  l e v e l  t e c h n i c a l  m a n p o w e r

d. s h o r t a g e  of s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s ,  th e r a t i o  b e t w e e n  
e n g i n e e r s ,  t e c h n i c i a n s  a n d  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  b e i n g  1 :3:2 
as a g a i n s t  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g u i d e l i n e  of 1 : 5 : 1 5 .

17. Ibid.
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A o n e - y e a r  c e r t i f i c a t e  in E d u c a t i o n  for p r i m a r y  t e a c h e r s  

is c u r r e n t l y  o f f e r e d  dy 48 P r i m a r y  T r a i n i n g  I n s t i t u t e s  (P T I s ).  

The m i n i m u m  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  for a d m i s s i o n  is HS C for m e n  a n d  S SC  

f or  w o m e n .

For  p r e p a r i n g  t e a c h e r s  f or  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  10 T e a c h e r ' s  

T r a i n i n g  c o l l e g e s  o f f e r  th e B . E d  c o u r s e  (the e n t r y  r e q u i r e m e n t  

b e i n g  a B a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e )  and  two of t h e m  a l s o  p r o v i d e  a 

M a s t e r ' s  c o u r s e  in E d u c a t i o n .  The  I n s t i t u t e  of E d u c a t i o n  a n d  

R e s e a r c h  of th e U n i v e r s i t y  of U h a k a  o f f e r s  a o n e - y e a r  D i p l o m a  

in E d u c a t i o n ,  a t w o - y e a r  M . E d  c o u r s e  (two  y e a r s  a f t e r  

b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  an d on e y e a r  a f t e r  D i p l o m a )  and a Ph . D .  

p r o g r a m m e  in E d u c a t i o n .

It is b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a t t r a c t i n g  t he  r i g h t  k i n d  of p e r s o n s  

to t h e  t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  ha s  b e e n  a b a s i c  p r o b l e m .  A l s o  the 

c o u r s e s  of s t u d i e s  n e e d  to be u p d a t e d ,  m o d e r n i s e d  a n d  

i m p r o v e d .10

T e a c h e r  E d u c a t i o n

18. Ibid. p . 4.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



1 2

B e s i d e s  the g e n e r a l  s y s t e m  of e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  is a 

t r a d i t i o n a l  s y s t e m  k n o w n  as M a d r a s a h  e d u c a t i o n  w h i c h  i m p a r t s  

r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  to th e M u s l i m  s t u d e n t s .

The s t a g e s  of t hi s s y s t e m  are:

a. E b t e d a y e e  ( P r i m a r y )  : 4 y e a r s  c o u r s e

b. D a k h i i  ( S e c o n d a r y )  : 6 Y e a r s  a f t e r  E b t e d a y e e

c. A l i m  ( H i g h e r  S e c o n d a r y ) :  2 y e a r s  a f t e r  D a k h i i

d. F a z i l  ( F i r s t  D e y r e e )  : 2 y e a r s  a f t e r  A l i m

e. K a m i l  ( M a s t e r ' s  D e g r e e ) :  2 y e a r s  a f t e r  F a z i l

Th e m o s t  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  in t h i s  f i e l d  is t h a t  the 

M a d r a s a h s  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  o u t s i d e  t he  p a l e  of m o d e r n i s i n g  

i n f l u e n c e s ,  no s e r i o u s  a t t e m p t  D e i n g  m a d e  to u p d a t e  t h e i r  

a c a d e m i c  p r o g r a m m e  a n d  i n t r o d u c e  s c i e n c e  an d  t e c h n i c a l  s u b j e c t s

t 9
in t h e i r  c o u r s e s  of s t u d i e s .

M a d r a s a h  E d u c a t i o n

19. Ibid. pp. 3-4.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



13

A f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  in D r i e f ,  the p r e s e n t  s t a g e s  of e d u c a t i o n  in 

B a n g l a d e s h ,  the n u m b e r s  of i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p u p i l s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  

ar e  s h o w n  b e l o w  in a c o n s o l i d a t e d  f o r m  in t a b l e  - i .

T a b l e  -1

S t a t i s t i c s  of p r i m a r y ,  s e c o n d a r y  and  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  (1 982 )

C a t e g o r y  of I n s t i t u t i o n N u m b e r E n r o l m e n t T e a c h e r s

P r i m a r y  S c h o o l s A O , 9 26 8 , 2 8 5 , 8 0 7 1 6 4 , 3 5 8

J u n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l s 2 , 0U9 2 2 3 , 9 8 4 1 2 , 3 1 4

H i g h  S c h o o l s 6 , 6 5 3 1 , 9 3 1 , 2 5 7 8 1 , 5 2 7

H i g h e r  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l s

( G r a d e s  X I - X I I ) 213 3 5 , 8 5 7 2 , 1 2 5

D e g r e e  C o l l e g e s (G r a d e s  XI - X IV ) 343 2 3 1 , 2 5 5 9 , 8 6 5

U n i v e r s i t i e s  ( G e n e r a l ) 4 3 1 , 1 0 1 1, 813

A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n i v e r s i t y 1  ̂ 3 , 0 4 6 3 5 4

E n g i n e e r i n g  U n i v e r s i t y 1 2 , 3 8 3 25 4

M a d r a s a h s 2 , 4 5 0 ' 4 3 U ,062 2 6 , 6 6 2

20. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  R e v i e w  of t he  s i t u a t i o n  

of e d u c a t i o n  a n d  c u l t u r e  ( S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 3 ) ,  p. 17.
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To understand, the present structure of education in 
Bangladesh, at a glance, the different stages of education 
with age group and grades are shown in the following chart:

Chart - 1

The Existing Education System in Bangladesh

AGE GRADE

Dhaka University Institutional Repository
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E d u c a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n v o l v e s  tw o l e v e l s - p o l i c y  

a n d  e x e c u t i o n .  W h i l e  t he  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n  is c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  p o l i c y  f o r m u l a t i o n ,  p l a n n i n g ,  m o n i t o r i n g  and e v a l u a t i o n ,  

th e l i n e  d i r e c t o r a t e s  viz.,  D i r e c t o r a t e  of P r i m a r y  E d u c a t i o n ,  

D i r e c t o r a t e  of S e c o n d a r y  an d H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  D i r e c t o r a t e  

of T e c h n i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  are  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r e x e c u t i o n  of t h e  

p o l i c i e s  l a i d  d o w n  by th e M i n i s t r y  an d fo r a c a d e m i c  s u p e r v i s i o n  

of the  i n s t i t u t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o n t r o l .22

It is e v i d e n t  t h a t  B a n g l a d e s h  ha s i n h e r i t e d  an 

e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  th at  no l o n g e r  a n s w e r s  to the  n e e d s  of its

1 e c o n o m y  or r e f l e c t s  th e h o p e s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  of i ts  t o i l i n g  

m a s s e s .  Th e s y s t e m ,  b a s e d  on  e l i t i s t  p h i l o s o p h y ,  was  i m p l a n t e d  

by th e c o l o n i a l  r u l e r s  to s u i t  t h e i r  o w n  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  I n s p i t e  

of th e v a r i o u s  a t t e m p t s  d u r i n g  th e l a s t  d e c a d e  to r e f o r m  the  

e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  so as to m e e t  t he n e e d s  of  th e n a t i o n ,  the 

s u p r e m e  o b j e c t i v e  of t u r n i n g  out a c t i v e  y o u n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  

t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n ,  e q u i p e d  w i t h  r a t i o n a l  o u t l o o k  i m b u e d  w i t h  

m o r a l  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  is y et  to be r e a l i s e d  in 

p r a c t i c e .  E d u c a t i o n  as it e x i s t s  t o d a y  in B a n g l a d e s h  d o e s  no t

E d u c a t i o n a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

22. Ibid. pp. 3-4.
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p r o m o t e  i n n o v a t i o n s ,  a d a p t a t i o n  a n d  ityLe n t r e p r e n e u r a l  a t t i t u d e s  

a m o n g  t e a c h e r s  an d  t a u g h t .  So th e e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  w i l l  h a v e  

to be r e d e s i g n e d  to s o l v e  th e p r o b l e m s  of an i n d e p e n d e n t  n a t i o n  

w h i c h  may  s u i t  its  o w n  c u l t u r e  a n d  v a l u e s .  L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e  

e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  to be h a r m o n i z e d  w i t h  m a s s  e d u c a t i o n  of the 

c o u n t r y  in u n i s o n  w i t h  our  l o c a l  n e ed s.
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C H A P T E R - 2

L I B R A R I E S  IN B A N G L A D E S H

2: 1 G R O W T H  OF L I B R A R I E S

T H E  w o r d  ' L i b r a r y 1 c o m e s  f r o m  t he  L a t i n  w o r d  ' l i b e r 1 

w h i c h  m e a n s  b o o k .  It is u s e d  b e c a u s e  l i b r a r i e s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

w e r e  l a r g e l y  c o l l e c t i o n s  of b o o k s .1 Th e h i s t o r y  of 

l i b r a r i e s  p a r a l l e l s  th e h i s t o r y  of w r i t i n g .2 The  f i r s t  

l i b r a r i e s  c a m e  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  as a r e s u l t  of w r i t t e n  l a n g u a g e  

an d s e r v e d  th e s a m e  s o c i a l  p u r p o s e s  as to da y:  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of 

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n .3 F o r  a b o u t  6 , 0 0 0  

y e a r s ,  p e o p l e  h a v e  m a d e  p i c t o r i a l  or w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s  of t h e i r  

id ea s,  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  a n d  the w o r l d  a r o u n d  

them . T h e y  h a v e  k e p t  t h e i r  r e c o r d s  on  a v a r i e t y  of 

m a t e r i a l s — bon e,  c l a y ,  m e t a l ,  wax, w o o d ,  p a p y r u s ,  si l k ,  

l e a t h e r ,  p a r c h m e n t ,  p a p e r ,  film, p l a s t i c  an d m a g n e t i c  tap. At 

a l m o s t  e v e r y  s t a g e  in th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s ,  

p e o p l e  h a v e  a s s e m b l e d  c o l l e c t i o n s  of t h e i r  r e c o r d s  in to  

l i b r a r i e s .4

We k n o w  the h i s t o r y  of l i b r a r i e s  f r o m  th e e a r l y  p e r i o d  

in Eg yp t,  A s s y r i a ,  G r e e c e ,  N i n e v e h ,  R o m e  etc., the

1. Th e W o r l d b o o k  E n c y c l o p e d i a ,  vol. 12 ( C h i c a g o :  
W o r l d b o o k - C h i l d  C r a f t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  c 1 9 8 0 ) , p. 2 1 1 .

2. Ibid. p. 2 2 8 g .

3. G e o r g e  C h a n d l e r ,  L i b r a r i e s  in the m o d e r n  w o r l d  
( O x f o r d :  P e r g a m o n  P r e s s ,  c 1 9 6 5 ) ,  p. 1.

4. T h e  W o r l d b o o k  E n c y c l o p e d i a ,  op. cit. p. 228g .
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m o n a s t e r y  l i b r a r i e s  in th e M i d d l e  ages,  the  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  

a c a d e m i c  l i b r a r i e s  in th e l a t e r  M i d d l e  ages , the r i s e  of 

u n i v e r s i t y  d u r i n g  th e R e n a i s s a n c e  an d  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  the  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  an d  s p r e a d  of p r i n t i n g  in th e f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

In p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  s o m e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  the 

A l e x a n d r i a  L i b r a r y ,  l i b r a r i e s  in S p a i n  a n d  P o r t u g a l ,

U n i v e r s i t y  of C o r d o v a ,  m e d i e v a l  a n d  m u s l i m  l i b r a r i e s  at 

B a g d a d ,  the V a t i c a n  L i b r a r y  at Rome . Coining to th e 1 6 t h  and 

1 7 t h  c e n t u r i e s  we s h o u l d  h a v e  s o m e  k n o w l e d g e  of the  B o d l e i a n  

L i b r a r y  at O x f o r d ,  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  a n d  the 

B i b l i o t h e q u e  N a t i o n a l e .

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 t h  a n d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s  we w i l l  c o m e  a c r o s s  

the B r i t i s h  M u s e u m ,  V i c t o r i a  a n d  A l b e r t  M u s e u m ,  J o h n  R y l a n d ' s  

L i b r a r y  an d o t h e r  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s  of E u r o p e  as w e l l  as the 

L i b r a r y  of C o n g r e s s ,  W a s h i n g t o n  D . C . ,  USA. In S o u t h  Asia, 

V i e t n a m ,  C o m b o d i a ,  a n d  B r i t i s h  I n d i a  ( p r e s e n t  

I n d o - P a k - B a n g l a d e s h  s u b c o n t i n e n t ) ,  we w i l l  f i n d  an i n t e r e s t i n g  

s p e c t a c l e  of l i b r a r i e s  a n d  the w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  l i b r a r i e s  of the

5
M o g h u l  p e r i o d  a n d  a f t e r .

5. B e n o y e n d r a  S e n g u p t a  an d  B h u b e n s w a r  C h a k r a v a r t y ,
L i b r a r y ,  L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e  a n d  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  ( C a l c u t t a :  
th e  w o r l d  p r e s s  p r i v a t e  Lt d..  1 9 8 1 ) ,  p. xii.

* The B i b l i o t h e q u e  N a t i o n a l e  wa s s t a r t e d  in 1 7 8 9  w h e n  the 
c h u r c h  l i b r a r i e s  in F r a n c e  a n d  c o n f i s c a t e d  p r i v a t e  
c o l l e c t i o n s  of e m i g r e s  w e r e  m e r g e d  w i t h  th e R o y a l  
L i b r a r y  c r e a t e d  in t he  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  of 

F r a n c i s  I. See: A l f r e d  H e s s e l ,  A h i s t o r y  of 
l i b r a r i e s  ( W a s h i n g t o n  D.C. : S c a r e c r o w ,  ^ 1 9 5 0 ) ,  p. 7 5 .
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B A N G L A D E S H  ha s a r i c h  c u l t u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d .  It is a 

m e e t i n g  p l a c e  of m a i n l y  t h r e e  c u l t u r e s ,  b e s i d e s  th e B r i t i s h  at 

a l a t e r  da te, viz. , Hi n d u ,  B u d d h i s t  a n d  M u s l i m .  Al l of t h e s e  

c u l t u r e s  e n c o u r a g e d  e d u c a t i o n ,  r e a d i n g  a n d  o b v i o u s l y  

l i b r a r i e s .  T he  H i n d u  Go d V i s n u  in on e  of his  7 0 0 0  s t a n z a s  of 

P u r a n a s  s a y s  t h a t  a ny w e l l  m e a n i n g  p e r s o n  " s h o u l d  m a k e  h is  day 

s u c c e s s f u l  by r e a d i n g "6

The  a c q u i s i t i o n  of k n o w l e d g e  ha s b e e n  e m p h a s i z e d  in 

B u d d h i s m  a nd  I s l a m .  In t he  e a r l y  d a y s  e v e r y  B u d d h i s t  

m o n a s t e r y  h a d  a l i b r a r y .  D u r i n y  th e M u s l i m  r u le , e d u c a t i o n  

w a s  e n c o u r a g e d ,  b o o k s  w e r e  in d e m a n d .  H u n d r e d s  of s c r i b e s  

w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  in e v e r y  c i t y  in o r d e r  to m e e t  th e d e m a n d s  for 

b o o k s  a n d  no M u s l i m  n o b l e  w o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  c u l t u r e d  u n l e s s  

he p o s s e s s e d  a l i b r a r y .7

A c c o r d i n g  to R a n g a n a t h a n ,  " T h e  e v o l u t i o n  of the 

l i b r a r y  h a s  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  of a s e r i e s  of r o m a n c e s

6 . M.S . K h a n , " L i b r a r i e s  in P a k i s t a n " ,  J o u r n a l  of L i b r a r y  
H i s t o r y  ( 1 9 6 7 ) ,  vol. 2, p. 58.

7. S .M . I k r a m , M u s l i m  c i v i l i z a t i o n  in I n d i a  (Ne w Yor k:  
1 9 6 5 ) ,  p. 241. C f . M.H. K h a n  " P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  in 
B a n g l a d e s h " ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  R e v i e w  ( 1 98 4)  vol 
16, p. 126. ’
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in th e  b o o k  w o r l d .  ... th e r o m a n c e  of the b o o k  d e v e l o p i n g  

t h r o u g h  s t a g e s  of w r i t i n g ,  p r i n t i n g ,  a n d  p a p e r ,  l e d  to the

Q
d e v e l o p m e n t  of m o d e r n  l i b r a r y " .  Thus,  f r o m  th e v e r y  

b e g i n n i n g  th e l i b r a r y  ha s b e e n  a p r o d u c t  of s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  a h a n d m a i d e n  of s c h o l a r s h i p ,  an d  d u r i n g  t h o s e  

c e n t u r i e s  w h e n  l e a r n i n g  wa s so i n t e n s e l y  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  it 

wa s a l m o s t  th e  s o l e  r e s o u r c e  of t he p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  the 

l i t e r a t i ,  th e p r o b e r s  of the u n k n o w n .  The l i b r a r y  w as  c r e a t e d  

of, by, a n d  for t h e  e l i t e ;  no t u n t i l  th e n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

di d  it b e g i n  to a s s u m e  any  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h e  m a s s e s .9 

A c c o r d i n g  to C h a n d l e r ,1 1̂ the e a r l y  l i b r a r i e s  s e r v e d  o n l y  the 

s m a l l  g o v e r n i n g  m i n o r i t i e s ,  an d r e a d i n g -  w r i t i n g  r e m a i n e d  

m y s t e r i o u s  to m a n y  g e n e r a t i o n s  of the o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e .  The 

i n v e n t i o n  of p r i n t i n g  f r o m  m o v a b l e  t y p e  in th e f i f t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  m a d e  t h e  r a p i d  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of  the  p r i n t e d  w o r d  

p o s s i b l e ,  an d  t h e  m o d e r n  book,  p r i n t e d  on p a p e r ,  was  bo rn.

T h e  b o o k  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  t h e  s p r e a d  of l i t e r a c y  u n t i l  it has  

b e c o m e  a l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l  in th e w e s t e r n  w o r l d ,  a n d  is r a p i d l y  

s p r e a d i n g  in e v e n  th e m o s t  u n d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s .

8 . S.R.  R a n g a n a t h a n ,  " L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  on  the M a r c h " ,  
L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  R e c o r d ,  vol. 16, p. 231, (juoted 
by A n i s  K h u r s h i d  (Ph. D. T h e s i s ) ,  op. cit. p. 139.

9. J e s s e  H. S h e r a ,  The  f o u n d a t i o n s  of e d u c a t i o n  for 
l i b r a r i a n s h i p  (New  York: B e c k e r  an d Ha v e s ,  c l 9 7 2 ) ,  p. 
103.

10. G e o r g e  C h a n d l e r ,  op. cit. p. 1 .
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" T h e  l i b r a r y " ,  s a y s  S h e r a ,  "i s a p r o d u c t  of  c u l t u r a l  

m a t u r a t i o n .  It c a m e  i n t o  b e i n g  w h e n  s o c i e t i e s  c e a s e d  to be 

n o m a d i c  a n d  b e c a m e  u r b a n i z e d ,  a nd  w h e n  g r a p h i c  r e c o r d s  b e c a m e  

i m p o r t a n t  to th e e f f e c t i v e  o p e r a t i o n  of o r g a n i z e d  h u m a n  

r e l a t i o n s h i p " .

In m o d e r n  s o c i e t y ,  " L i b r a r y  is a g r o w i n g  o r g a n i s m " ,  

s a y s  R a n g a n a t h a n 12 in h i s  f a m o u s  f i v e  l a w s  of L i b r a r y  

S c i e n c e .  " L i b r a r y ,  n o w  a days, is m o r e  t h a n  an i m p o r t a n t  l i n k  

in the c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c h a i n ;  as a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s y s t e m  it is 

p a r t  of t he  t o t a l  k n o w l e d g e - s i t u a t i o n " .13 A c c o r d i n g  to the 

w o r l d  b o o k  e n c y c l o p e d i a ,  " L i b r a r i e s  f o r m  a v i t a l  p a r t  of the 

w o r l d ' s  s y s t e m s  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e y  m a k e  

a v a i l a b l e - t h r o u g h  b o o k s ,  f i l m s ,  r e c o r d i n g s ,  a n d  o t h e r  

m e d i a - k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  a c c u m u l a t e d  t h r o u g h  th e a g es . 

P e o p l e  in a l l  w a l k s  of l i f e— i n c l u d i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  

b u s i n e s s  e x e c u t i v e s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  , s c h o l a r s ,  a n d  

s c i e n t i s t s  u s e  l i b r a r y  r e s o u r c e s  in t h e i r  work. L a r g e  n u m b e r s  

of p e o p l e  a l s o  t u r n  to l i b r a r i e s  to s a t i s f y  a d e s i r e  for 

k n o w l e d g e  or to o b t a i n  m a t e r i a l  for s o m e  k i n d  of l e i s u r e - t i m e

11. J e s s e  H. S h e r a ,  op. cit. p. 103.

R a n 9 a n a t h a n ,  C o l o n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  6 th e d n .  
( L o n d o n :  A s i a  P u b l i s h i n g  Ho u s e ,  c 1 9 6 0 ) ,  p. 18.

13. J e s s e  H. S h e r a ,  op. cit . p. 118.
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a c t i v e l y . In a d d i t i o n ,  m a n y  p e o p l e  e n j o y  b o o k  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  

f i l m  p r o g r a m s ,  l e c t u r e s ,  s t o r y  h o u r s ,  a nd  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  

t h a t  are  p r o v i d e d  by t h e i r  l o c a l  l i b r a r y " . 1 ^

T o d a y ' s  l i b r a r i e s  d i f f e r  g r e a t l y  f r o m  l i b r a r i e s  of the 

pa s t ,  n o t  o n l y  in c o n t e n t s ,  k i n d s ,  an d s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  e v e n  in 

p h y s i c a l  l a y o u t  a n d  a t m o s p h e r e .

K i n d s  of L i b r a r i e s

A c c o r d i n g  to Dr. A n i s  K h u r s h i d ,  " T h e  m a j o r  f a c t o r s  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  to th e d e v e l o p m e n t  of l i b r a r i e s  w e r e  the 

e x p a n s i o n  in e d u c a t i o n  i t s e l f .  T h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  wa s n o t  p a r t i c u l a r  to t h i s  r e g i o n  a l o n e ".'1'5 

A c c o r d i n g  to M i c h a e l  F o d o r ,  " in  w e s t e r n  w o r l d  as w e l l  as in 

t he m o r e  a d v a n c e d  n e w l y  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  s c h o o l s ,  an d 

i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  an d l i b r a r i e s  a re c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  c l o s e  

to o n e  a n o t h e r " , 16

B e f o r e  t he  m i d - 1 8 0 0 ' s  m o s t  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  

w e r e  p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  and w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  to c e r t a i n  g r o u p s ,

14. The W o r l d  b o o k  E n c y c l o p e d i a ,  vol. 12, op. cit . p. 210.

15. A n i s  K h u r s h i d ,  S t a n d a r d s  for l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  in 
B u r m a ,  C e y l o n ,  I n d i a  a n d  P a k i s t a n  (Ph.D. t h e s i s  in 
m i c r o f i l m )  ( U n i v e r s i t y  of P i t t s b u r g h ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p. 141.

16. Ibid.  (Juoted by A n i s  K h u r s h i d .
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s u c h  as s c h o l a r s ,  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  t he  w e a l t h y .  Y e a r s

of e f f o r t s  Dy 1 i D r a r i a n s  an d  o t h e r  c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n s  h a v e

r a d i c a l l y  c h a n g e d  t h i s  n a r r o w  r o l e  of l i b r a r i e s  a n d  h a v e  m a d e

t h e  l i b r a r y  th e w i d e - s p r e a d ,  v i t a l  s e r v i c e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  it 

is t o d a y .

To s p e a k  of th e g r o w t h  of l i b r a r i e s  of v a r i o u s  k i n d s  

Gu y A. M a r c o  p r o c e e d s  to s t a t e  t h a t ^  l i b r a r i e s  e m e r g e  at a 

s t a g e  in th e d e v e l o p m e n t  of c o m m u n i t y  w h e n  u r g e n t  n e e d s  for 

i n f o r m a t i o n  s t o r a g e  a n d  t r a n s f e r  b e c o m e  w i d e l y  r e c o g n i s e d .

O r a l  t r a d i t i o n  no l o n g e r  s e r v e s .  The c o m m u n i t y ,  t h r o u g h  

d e s i g n a t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  c r e a t e s  a g e n c i e s  to d e a l  w i t h  t h o s e  

n e e d s :  s c h o o l s ,  m u s e u m ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s .  As 

s c h o o l s  b e c o m e  c o m p l e x ,  t he y a l s o  p r o d u c e  l i b r a r i e s :  s o  do 

m u s e u m s ,  a n d  so do o t h e r  a g e n c i e s .  B u s i n e s s  a n d  i n d u s t r y ,  

r e a c h i n g  c r i t i c a l l y  c o m p l e x  l e v e l s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  ow n  

l i b r a r i e s .

T h i s  t r e n d  is a l s o  n o t i c e d  in the g r o w t h  of d i f f e r e n t  

k i n d s  or t y p e s  of l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h .  Th e f o u r  m a j o r  

k i n d s  of l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  are:

\

A. P u b l i c  L i b r a r y
B. A c a d e m i c  L i b r a r y
C. S p e c i a l  or R e s e a r c h  L i b r a r y
D. N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y .

17. Gu y A. M a r c o ,  "A r a t i o n a l e  f or  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  

e d u c a t i o n " ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  R e v i e w  ( L o n d o n :

A c a d e m i c  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  vol. 9 , no. 3. p. 355.
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A . P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s

P r o f e s s o r  B u l t e r ’s s t a t e m e n t  h o l d s  g o o d  in t h i s  

r e s p e c t ,  " W i t h  th e r i s e  of d e m o c r a t i c  i d e a s  o f f i c i a l s  of e v e r y  

g r a d e  f r o m  m o n a r c h s  to i n c u m b e n t s ,  s u r r e n d e r e d  to c o m m u n a l  

o w n e r s h i p  t h e i r  i n h e r i t e d  c o l l e c t i o n s  of b o o k s  w h i c h  t h e i r  

f o r e b e a r s  h a v e  u n d o u t e d l y  r e g a r d e d  as p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y " . 18 

T h u s  in B a n g l a d e s h  we find,  f r o m  t h e  p e r s o n a l  o w n e r s h i p ,  the 

l i b r a r y  h a s  b e c o m e  ' P u b l i c ' ,  i n  t he  i n t e r e s t  of th e  p u b l i c .

So p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  p r o c u r e  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s  to 

a b r o a d  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  of th e p u b l i c .  P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  r a n g e  

in  s i z e  f r o m  h u g e  b i g - c i t y  l i b r a r i e s  w i t h  d o z e n s  of b r a n c h e s  

to s m a l l - t o w n  l i b r a r i e s  t h a t  o c c u p y  o n l y  on e  r o o m  an d  o p e n  to 

a l l  p u b l i c .

Th e p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  is for t he  c o m m u n i t y  as a w h o l e -  

'the l i b r a r y  is for th e p e o p l e ,  by th e p e o p l e  a n d  of the 

p e o p l e ' .  P u b l i c  l i b r a r y  is a s o c i a l  a nd  a d e m o c r a t i c  

i n s t i t u t i o n .  P u b l i c  l i b r a r y  g i v e s  t h e  u s e  of i ts  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  

of a g e n e r a l  n a t u r e ,  fr ee  of c h a r g e  to the  p e o p l e  of the 

c o m m u n i t y .  T he  c o m b i n a t i o n  of f r e e  and  v o l u n t a r y  u s e  m a k e s  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  o n e  o f t he m o s t

18. Q u o t e d  by B. S e n g u p t a  a n d  B. C h a k r a v a r t y ,  op. cit. 
pp. x i - x i i .
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s i g n i f i c a n t  s y m b o l s  of d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y .  So B e r n a r d

B e r e l s o n  d e f i n e s ,  " P u b l i c  l i b r a r y  is a s o c i a l  i n v e n t i o n

d e s i g n e d  for th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of c e r t a i n

c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  of the  n a t i o n  a n d  the c o m m u n i t y .  In an a g e

of w i d e - s p r e a d  l i t e r a c y ,  i n c r e a s e d  l e i s u r e  time , an d

d e m o c r a t i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  t he  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  wa s  c o n c e i v e d

a n d  d e v e l o p e d  to p r o v i d e  r e a d y  a n d  f r e e  a c c e s s  to b o o k s  for

19
a l l  t he  m e m b e r s  of t h e  c o m m u n i t y ".

B A N G L A D E S H  d i d  n o t  sit i d l e  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  l i b r a r i e s  

d u r i n g  t he  m i d d l e  of th e n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w h e n  m a n y  of the 

i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by p r i v a t e  

e n t e r p r i s e s .  T h e r e  is no d o u b t  t h a t  th e i d e a  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  is e s s e n t i a l l y  W e s t e r n ,  a n d  s p r e a d  of p u b l i c  

l i b r a r y  m o v e m e n t  in t h i s  p a r t  of th e  w o r l d  is th e r e s u l t  of 

th e i m p a c t  of w e s t e r n  c u l t u r e  on o u r  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .

/ r h e  y e a r  1 8 5 4  sa w t he  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of f o u r  p u b l i c  

l i b r a r i e s  in i m p o r t a n t  d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n .  

T h e s e  f o u r  l i b r a r i e s  are, viz:

i) W o o d b u r n  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  at B o g r a  
ii) J e s s o r e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  

iii ) B a r i s a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
iv) R a n g p u r  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .

19. B e r n a r d  B e r e l s o n ,  Th e l i b r a r y ' s  p u b l i c  ( W e s t p o r t ,  
C o n n e c t i c u t :  G r e e n w o o d  P r e s s ,  c 1 9 7 5 ) ,  p. 4.

v
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T h e s e  a re  in aJ.J. p r o b a b i l i t i e s  the e a r l i e s t  l i b r a r i e s  of the

l i b r a r i e s  in o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  viz., R a j s h a h i  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y (1 8 8 4 ) ,  C o m i l l a  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ( 1 8 8 5 ) ,  P a b n a  

A n a n d a  G o v i n d a  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  ( 1 8 9 0 ) ,  N o a k h a l i  T o w n  H a l l  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  (1 89 7 ),  C h i t t a g o n g  M u n i c i p a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y (1 9 3 1) ,  M y m e n s i n g h  M u s l i m  I n s t i t u t e  P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y  ( 1 9 3 1 ) , S y l h e t  C e n t r a l  M u s l i m  S a h i t y a  S a n g s a d  P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y  (1 94 1) , R a j s h a h i  J i n n a h  I s l a m i c  I n s t i t u t e  ( 1 9 4 9 ) , 2 "5 

w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o w i n g  to t he  s u p p o r t ,  i n t e r e s t  an d  e f f o r t s  of 

a h a n d f u l  of p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d  p e r s o n s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  

an d  p a t r o n a g e  of Z e m i n d a r s  an d N a w a b s  w h o  r e a l i z e d  the 

i m p o r t a n c e  of p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  as i n s t i t u t e  of c o n t i n u o u s  

e d u c a t i o n .  S o m e  l i b r a r i e s  w e r e  b e i n g  a t t a c h e d  to c l u b s ,  

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  r e l i g i o n  an d  c u l t u r a l  c e n t r e s .

20. M o h a m m a d  Abu  S a y e d ,  " P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  in E a s t  
P a k i s t a n , "  Th e  E a s t e r n  L i b r a r i a n  (D ac c a :  E a s t  
P a k i s t a n  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 6 7 ) ,  vol.
I I . n o . 1. p . 21.

( E x c e r p t s  f r o m  th e a u t h o r ' s  b o o k  ’P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in 
E a s t  p a k i s t a n :  y e s t e r d a y  a n d  t o d a y ) .

21. A.M. M o t a h a r  Ali K h an , " P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in E a s t  
P a k i s t a n "  The  E a s t e r n  L i b r a r i a n ,  vol. IV. no. 1. 
( S e p t e m b e r  1 9 6 9 ) .  p. 58.

22. M o h a m m a d  Ab u S a y e d ,  op. cit . pp. 25 & 29.

p r o v i n c e  (the p r e s e n t  B a n g l a d e s h )  2 ^  S u b s e q u e n t l y  p u b l i c

( 1 9 0 4 ) . 21 N o r t h  B r o o k  H a l l  L i b r a r y ,  D a c c a  ( 1 8 7 2 - 1 8 7 6 ) ,  

C o x ' s  B a z a r  ( 1 9 0 6 ) 2 2 , K u s t i a  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ( 1 9 1 0 ) ,  D i n a j p u r

23. A.M. M o t a h a r  Ali Kha n,  op. cit. p. 58.
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\ H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m o m e n t u m  of t h i s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s t a r t  was 

no t  s u s t a i n e d .  A ll of t h e s e  l i b r a r i e s ,  m e n t i o n e d  a o o v e ,  w e r e  

g e n e r a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by o n e  or m o r e  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s  a n d  

s u p p o r t e d  by p u b l i c  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a n d  f r o m  t he  g o v e r n m e n t  or 

l o c a l  Z e m i n d a r s .  The c o n d i t i o n  of t h e s e  l i b r a r i e s  w a s  no t 

v e r y  g o od . M o s t  of t h e s e  l i b r a r i e s  w e r e  h o u s e d  e i t h e r  in 

r e n t e d  or l o a n e d  q u a r t e r s .  T h e r e  wa s no c o n t i n u e d  an d 

c o n s i s t e n t  s u p p o r t ,  e i t h e r  f r o m  th e g o v e r n m e n t  or l o c a l  

b o d i e s .  As a r e s u l t ,  e v e n  a lo ng  e s t a b l i s h e d  l i b r a r y  c o u l d  

n o t  f l o u r i s h ,  b u t  m a n a g e d  to s u r v i v e  s o m e h o w .  M a n y  r e a s o n s  

ma y be a t t r i b u t e d  to t h i s  s l o w  or n o n - e x i s t e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

l i b r a r i e s .  Th e e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of l i b r a r i e s  

wa s n o t  on e of th e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t he g o v e r n m e n t  or l o c a l  

c o u n c i l s .  T h e y  w e r e  o n l y  v o l u n t a r y  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e s —  a n d  

t h e y  w e r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  ( i s o l a t e d  an d  t h e r e  w a s  no c o h e s i o n  

a m o n g s t  t h e m ) .  As a r e s u l t ,  a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  

fo r a b o u t  a h u n d r e d  y e a r s ,  B a n g l a d e s h  i n h e r i t e d  t h e s e  

l i b r a r i e s ,  at th e t i m e  of p a r t i t i o n  in 1 9 4 7 ,  in a v e r y  sad 

s t a t e .

A c c o r d i n g  to th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of M o h a m m a d  A bu

25
Sa y e d ,  a g o o d  n u m b e r  of l i b r a r i e s  c a m e  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e

24. M.H. K ha n ,  " P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h " ,  op. cit. 
pp. 1 2 8 - 2 9 .

25. M o h a m m a d  A b u  S a y e d ,  op. cit. p. 33.
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in the  40s, 5 U s , a n d  60s. A m o n g  t h e m  m e n t i o n  m a y  be m a d e  of 

W e s t  S h a k  P u r a  J i n n a h  P a t h a g a r  a n d  cl u b ,  P.S . B o a i k h a l i ,  

C h i t t a g o n g  ( 1 94 7 ),  (j ua id -e -A za m P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  F a r i d p u r  

(195 0) , D o m a r  J i n n a h  M e m o r i a l  H a l l  and  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  R a n g p u r  

( 1 95 0) , R a n g a m a t i  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  ( 1 9 5 3 ) ,  M o u l v i  b a z a r  P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y  a n d  P.K. U n i o n  P u b l i c  l i b r a r y ,  S a t k h i r a  (1 9 5 6 ) ,  N a r a i l  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  ( 1 9 5 7 ) , T a n g a i l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  P i r o j p u r  P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y ,  N a w a b g o n j  H a s a n  Z a h u r  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  Z a k i g a n j  P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y —  all  f o u r  l i b r a r i e s  f o u n d e d  in 1958,  F e n i  P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y ,  J a m a l p u r  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  a n d  C u m a r k h a l i  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  

( K u s t i a )— a l l  t h r e e  l i b r a r i e s  f o u n d e d  in 1961.

T he  n u m b e r  of s u c h  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in th e  t h e n  E a s t

2 6
P a k i s t a n ,  no w B a n g l a d e s h ,  r a i s e d  to 1 0 8  in 19 6 5 .  It h a s

2 7
b e e n  i n c r e a s e d  to 1 2 3  in 1 9 76,  t h o u g h  g r o w i n g ,  b u t  th e  

r a t e  of g r o w t h  is n o t  e n c o u r a g i n g .  In t h e  m i d s t  of s u c h  

g r o w t h  of l i b r a r i e s ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  r e a l i z i n g  the i m p o r t a n c e  

of p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in t he  s o c i e t y , t o o k  t he  f i r s t  s t e p  

t o w a r d s  t he  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of p u b l i c

26. A.M. M o t a h a r  Al i K h an , " P r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  of p u b l i c  

l i b r a r i e s  in E a s t  P a k i s t a n " ,  in Th e n e e d  f o r  p u b l i c  
l i b r a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t :  b e i n g  th e p r o c e e d i n g s  of t h e  
s e m i n a r  o r g a n i z e d  at t he  E P L A  a n d  t he  B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l ,  
ed. by M. S i d d i q  K h a n  a n d  T.J. M a u g h a n  (Da cc a:  19 6 6 ) ,  

p . 8 6 .

27. Idem . " P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  l i b r a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n " ,  T h e  
E a s t e r n  L i b r a r i a n  (1 97 6 ) , vol. X. p. 110
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l i b r a r i e s  in th e c o u n t r y  w h e n  t he  f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  of t h e  E a s t

2 8
P a k i s t a n  C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  at D a c c a  was l a i d  in  19 53.

Th e w o r d  ' C e n t r a l '  h a d  b e e n  p r e f i x e d  to p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  

at D h a k a ,  th e c a p i t a l  of t h e  t h e n  E a s t  P a k i s t a n  w i t h  t he  i d e a  

t h a t  it w o u l d  be at the a p e x  of th e e v e n t u a l  m u l t i t i e r  p u b l i c  

l i b r a r y  s y s t e m  in t he  c o u n t r y .

Mr. L.C. Key, an A u s t r a l i a n  L i b r a r y  E x p e r t ,  w a s  

a p p o i n t e d  l i b r a r y  c o n s u l t a n t  to the  G o v e r n m e n t  of P a k i s t a n  in 

19 5 5 .  He s u b m i t t e d  a p r o p o s a l  to t he  G o v e r n m e n t  for

29
d e v e l o p m e n t  of l i b r a r y  s y s t e m  in P a k i s t a n  in A u g u s t  1 9 5 6  .

Mr. Ke y o b s e r v e d ,  " t h e  E a s t  P a k i s t a n  ( p r e s e n t  B a n g l a d e s h )  

G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  r e c e n t l y  t a k e n  a c o m m e n d a b l e  s t e p  in s e t t i n g  

up, u n d e r  the  S o c i a l  U p l i f t  S c h e m e ,  the E a s t  P a k i s t a n  C e n t r a l  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  w i t h  a p r o g r e s s i v e  s t a t e m e n t  of 

f u n c t i o n s . " 5 ^ He r e c o m m e n d e d  the

28. A h m a d  H u s s a i n ,  " P l a n n i n g  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s " ,  in The 
n e e d  fo r p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t :  b e i n g  the 
p r o c e e d i n g s  of the s e m i n a r  o r g a n i z e d  by t he  E P L A  a n d  
t h e  B r i t i s h  C o u n c i l  ( D a cc a:  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p. 23.

29. A.M. M o t a h a r  Ali Kh an , " T he  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  of 

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in E a s t  P a k i s t a n " ,  in Th e n e e d  for 
p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( D a c c a :  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p. 89.

30. L.C. Key, R e p o r t  a n d  p r o p o s a l s  on t he  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  of l i b r a r i e s  a n d  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in 
P a k i s t a n  ( m i m e o )  ( K a r a c h i :  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  
Govt. P r e s s ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p. 5.
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e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h r e e  D i v i s i o n a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  at

. 31
C h i t t a g o n g ,  K h u l n a  a n d  R a j s h a h i  in E a s t  P a k i s t a n  (now

B a n g l a d e s h )  as a f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of

l i b r a r y  n e t w o r k  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Thus,  t he i d e a  of

E a s t  P a k i s t a n  C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  D h a k a  h a s  b e e n

r e v i t a l i z e d  as the  c o r e  of th e r e g i o n a l  s y s t e m  w i t h  a p l a n n e d

n e w  b u i l d i n g ,  th e f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e o f  w h i c h  wa s  l a i d  in 19 5 3 .

" C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t he  C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  D a c c a ,  as t h e  h e a d

of a p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s y s t e m  in B a n g l a d e s h ,  w as  o p e n e d  to the

32
p u b l i c  in M a r c h  1 9 5 8  w i t h  a s t o c k  of 2 0 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s " .

D u r i n g  the p e r i o d ,  t he  G o v e r n m e n t  a l s o  b e g a n  h e l p i n g  

n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  by g i v i n g  

r e g u l a r  g o v e r n m e n t  g r a n t - i n - a i d .  T h i s  wa s f o l l o w e d  by the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t w o  z o n a l  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  at D i v i s i o n a l  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  of C h i t t a g o n g  a nd K h u l n a  d u r i n g  the s e c o n d  fiv e 

y e a r  p l a n  p e r i o d  ( 1 9 6 0 - 6 5 ) 33 a nd  t he  t h i r d  on e at R a j s h a h i  

( 1 9 6 5 - 7 0 ) .

31. Ibid . Q u o t e d  by J. S t e p h e n  P a r k e r ,  B a n g l a d e s h  P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y  S u r v e y - F i n a l  r e p o r t  in t h r e e  vol s.  ( B at h Av on:  

1 9 7 9 ) ,  V.l. p . 5.

32. A.M. M o t a h a r  Ali K h a n ,  op. cit. p . 8 8 .

33. P a k i s t a n ,  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n ,  S e c o n d  f i v e  y e a r  p l an , 
1 9 6 0 - 6 5  ( K a r a c h i :  G o v t .  P r e s s ,  I 9 6 0 ) ,  p. 588.
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f t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of E a s t  p a k i s t a n  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  

s t o n e  of the C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  at D h a k a  in 1 9 5 3  b u t  c o u l d  

o p e n  i t s  d o o r s  to t h e  p u b l i c  in 1 9 5 8 .  O w i n g  to t h e  e x p a n s i o n  

of D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  

b u i l d i n g ,  as it w a s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  

a t t a c h e d  to i t s  l i b r a r y ,  w a s  h a n d e d  o v e r  to D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  

in 1 9 6 1  b u t  s i n c e  no a l t e r n a t i v e  p r e m i s e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  for 

t h e  C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  b o t h  l i b r a r i e s  h a d  to s h a r e  the 

b u i l d i n g  for m a n y  y e a r s .  T h e  f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  of a n e w  

b u i l d i n g  for C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  w a s  l a i d  i n  1 9 6 8  at 

S h a h b a g h ,  a d j a c e n t  to D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  c a m p u s ,  b u t  p r o g r e s s  on 

t h e  a c t u a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  v e r y  s l o w .  So a f t e r  a b o u t  f i f t e e n  

y e a r s  t h e  l i b r a r y  w a s  m o v e d  to i t s  p r e s e n t  n e w  b u i l d i n g  in

s c h o o l s ,  c o l l e g e s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

U N E S C O  h a s  r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  a c a d e m i c  l i b r a r i e s  p l a y  an 

i n d i s p e n s a b l e  r o l e  in t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  

k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  h a s  t a k e n  a c t i v e  s t e p s  to p r o m o t e  t h e i r  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d ,  by s u p p o r t

B. A c a d e m i c  L i b r a r i e s

By ' A c a d e m i c  L i b r a r i e s '  a r e  m e a n t  the l i b r a r i e s  of
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of p i o n e e r  s c h o o l ,  c o l l e g e  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  p r o j e c t s  in

u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  of m a x i m u m  c o - o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n

34
e x i s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .

In B a n g l a d e s h  A c a d e m i c  L i b r a r i e s  a r e  c o m p o s e d  of: (i) 

S c h o o l ,  (ii) C o l l e g e ,  (iii) U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  (iv) M a d r a s a h  

L i b r a r i e s .

(i ) P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  L i b r a r y

T h e r e  a r e  4 0 , 9 2 6  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  in B a n g l a d e s h  w i t h  a

35 .
n u m b e r  of 8 2 , 8 5 , 8 0 7  s t u d e n t s  a n d  1 , 6 4 , 3 5 8  t e a c h e r s .  It is 

n o t  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  at t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e ,  to h a v e  a l i b r a r y  for 

e v e r y  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  in o u r  c o u n t r y  b e c a u s e  of o u r  l i m i t e d  

r e s o u r c e s .  N o t  to s p e a k  of o u r  c o u n t r y ,  e v e n  s o m e  of the 

d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  t h e r e  is no p a u c i t y  of r e s o u r c e s  

h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  to p r o v i d e  e v e r y  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  w i t h  a 

l i b r a r y .  In B a n g l a d e s h ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  l i b r a r i e s  in p r i m a r y  

s c h o o l s  b u t  s o m e  of t h e m  h a v e  b o o k s ,  m o s t l y  d o n a t e d ,  a n d  t h e y  

a r e  k e p t  in o n e  c o r n e r  of H e a d m a s t e r ' s  r o o m  w i t h o u t  the 

p r o v i s i o n  of l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s .

34. G. C h a n d l e r ,  op. cit. p. 45.

35. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  B A N B E I S ,  A h a n d b o o k  
of e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  of B a n g l a d e s h  1 9 8 3  ( D h a k a :  
B A N B E I S ,  1 9 8 3 ) ,  ( p o s i t i o n  of 1 9 8 2 ) ,  M i m i e o ,  p. 1.
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L i b r a r y  in p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  in B a n g l a d e s h  is y e t  to
■

g r o w .  R e g a r d i n g  t h i s  n e g a t i v e  s o r t  of g r o w t h  of l i b r a r i e s  in

p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s ,  B a n g l a d e s h  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  R e p o r t  1 9 7 4  

3 6
s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of h a n d i n g  o v e r  b o o k s  to 

t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a v i e w  to c r e a t i n g  i n  t h e m  an i n t e r e s t  in 

b o o k s  w h i c h  a r o u s e s  i n  t h e m  an a t t i t u d e  of r e s p e c t  t o w a r d s  

b o o k s  a n d  c r e a t e s  in t h e m  t h e  r e a d i n g  h a b i t ;  is f i r s t l y  of t h e  

g u a r d i a n s  a n d  t h e n  t h e  s c h o o l .  B u t  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  g o e s  

u n a t t e n d e d .  M o s t  of t h e  g u a r d i a n s  a r e  i l l i t e r a t e  a n d  t h e r e  is 

no l i b r a r y  in p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  in o u r  c o u n t r y  w h e r e a s ,  f i r s t l y ,  

it is t h e  d u t y  of t h e  g u a r d i a n s  to p l a c e  g o o d  b o o k s  in the 

h a n d s  of c h i l d r e n  in t h e i r  c h i l d h o o d  a n d  t h e n  t h e  p r i m a r y  

s c h o o l .  It h a s  n o t  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  e v e n  for p r o g r e s s i v e  

c o u n t r i e s  to s e t  up a l i b r a r y  i n  e a c h  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  b u t  t h e r e  

is p r o v i s i o n  to p r o v i d e  b o o k s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  n e e d s  of 

t e a c h e r s  a n d  p u p i l s .  In no d e v e l o p m e n t  s c h e m e ,  t h e  n e e d  of 

b o o k  s e r v i c e  in t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  of t h i s  c o u n t r y  h a s  so far 

b e e n  t h o u g h t  of. As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  o u t l o o k  of t e a c h e r s  is 

n o t  e x p a n d i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n  is c o n f i n e d  to t e x t - b o o k s  a n d  

t e a c h i n g  r e m a i n e d  m o n o t o n o u s  a n d  c h e e r l e s s .

36. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s  
a n d  S p o r t s ,  B a n g l a d e s h  S h i k s h a  ( e d u c a t i o n )  C o m m i s s i o n  
R e p o r t  1 9 7 4  ( D a c c a :  G o v t .  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  pp. 2 3 2 - 3 3 ,  
( E n g l i s h  r e n d e r i n g  by a u t h o r  as t h e  t i t l e  a n d  t e x t  is 
in B e n g a l i ).
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T h e r e  a r e  8 , 6 6 2  s e c o n d a r y  ( H i g h )  s c h o o l s  ( i n c l u d i n g

2 0 0 9  j u n i o r  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s )  w i t h  an e n r o l m e n t  of 2 , 1 5 , 5 2 4 1

( i n c l u d i n g  2 , 2 3 , 9 8 4  j u n i o r  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s )  s t u d e n t s  a n d

t h e  n u m b e r  of t e a c h e r s  is 9 3 , 8 4 1  ( i n c l u d i n g  1 2 , 3 1 4  j u n i o r  h i g h

3 7
s c h o o l s )  in 1982.

E v e r y  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  of t h e  p r i m a r y  

s c h o o l s ,  h a s  a ' l i b r a r y '  by n a m e  w i t h o u t  s y s t e m a t i c  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e s e  l i b r a r i e s ,  m o s t l y ,  c a m e  

f r o m  e d u c a t e d  a n d  c u l t u r a l - m i n d e d  p e o p l e  as g i f t .  T h e s e  

c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  v e r y  o f t e n  k e p t  in s o m e  a l m i r a h s  u n d e r  l o c k  

a n d  k e y  e i t h e r  in H e a d m a s t e r ' s  r o o m  or o f f i c e  r o o m  a n d  or of 

T e a c h e r ' s  s i t t i n g  r o o m  t h a t  is n o r m a l l y  c a l l e d  " l i b r a r y  

r o o m " .  T h e r e  is no p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  l i b r a r y  p e r s o n n e l  

in s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  e x c e p t  i n  a v e r y  f e w  c a s e s .  O n e  t e a c h e r ,  

w i t h o u t  l i b r a r y  t r a i n i n g ,  n o r m a l l y  r e m a i n s  i n - c h a r g e  of 

l i b r a r y  as t e a c h e r - c u m - l i b r a r i a n . So he c a n  n o t  p a y  p r o p e r  

a t t e n t i o n  to h i s  a s s i g n e d  d u t y  in t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  

f u n c t i o n i n g  of t h e  a l m o s t  n o n - f u n c t i o n i n g ,  n o n - e x i s t e n t  a n d  

u n o r g a n i z e d  l i b r a r y .

S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l  L i b r a r y

37. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  B A N B E I S ,  A h a n d b o o k  
of e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  of B a n g l a d e s h  1 9 8 3 ,  op. cit. 
p p .2-3.
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T h e r e  a r e  2 1 3  i n d e p e n d e n t  I n t e r m e d i a t e  C o l l e g e s  ( G r a d e

X I - X I I )  b e s i d e s  I n t e r m e d i a t e  s e c t i o n s  of 3 4 3  D e g r e e  C o l l e g e s

in B a n g l a d e s h  w i t h  an e n r o l m e n t  of 3 5 , 8 5 7  a n d  2 , 3 1 , 2 5 5

s t u d e n t s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e  s t r e n g t h  of t e a c h e r s  is 2 , 1 2 5  a n d

9 , 8 6 5  of the I n t e r m e d i a t e  a n d  D e g r e e  C o l l e g e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  in

3 8
1 9 8 2 .  B a n g l a d e s h  h a s  6 2 3  c o l l e g e s  i n c l u d i n g  g o v e r n m e n t

a n d  n o n - g e v e r n m e n t  I n t e r m e d i a t e  a n d  D e g r e e  as w e l l  as 67

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  v o c a t i o n a l  c o l l e g e s  i. e .  8 M e d i c a l  c o l l e g e s ,

1 D e n t a l  C o l l e g e ,  4 E n g i n e e r i n g  c o l l e g e s ,  1 A g r i c u l t u r a l

c o l l e g e ,  22 l a w  c o l l e g e s ,  18 H o m e o p a t h i c  c o l l e g e s ,  10

T e a c h e r ' s  T r a i n i n g  C o l l e g e s ,  1 C o l l e g e  of P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n ,

a n d  1 c o l l e g e  of L e a t h e r  T e c h n o l o g y  a n d  1 C o l l e g e  of T e x t i l e  

39
T e c h n o l o g y .  . E v e r y  c o l l e g e  h a s  a l i b r a r y  of i t s  o w n  

e i t h e r  s m a l l  or big, o r g a n i z e d  or d i s o r g a n i z e d .  M o s t  of the 

r e n o w n e d  c o l l e g e s '  l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  in B a n g l a d e s h  w e r e  

g r o w n  up w i t h  t h e  h e l p ,  d o n a t i o n  a n d  g i f t  of, p a r t i c u l a r l y  

l o c a l ,  e d u c a t e d  a n d  c u l t u r a l - m i n d e d  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  N a w a b s  a n d  

Z e m i n d a r s  in t h e  m i d d l e  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  a n d  

a f t e r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of D h a k a  C o l l e g e  ( 1 8 4 1 ) .

(i i ) C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y

38. I b i d ., p p . 4 - 5

39. I b i d . ,  pp. 6-1 1 ,  1 3 - 1 4
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It has a l r e a d y  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  in c h a p t e r  1 t h a t  t h e  

c o u n t r y  h a s  6 u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  o n e  f o r  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  

a n o t h e r  f o r  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y .  ^ A m o n g  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

l i b r a r i e s ,  D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  is t h e  o l d e s t  of i t s  k i n d  in 

B a n g l a d e s h  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1 9 2 1 ^  It s t a r t e d  w i t h  1 8 , 0 0 0  b o o k s  

a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  its c o l l e c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r a i s e d  t h r o u g h  g i f t  

a n d  p u r c h a s e s .  T h e  L i b r a r y  t h e n  s h i f t e d  to i t s  p r e s e n t  

c a m p u s .  T h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  g e n e r a l  U n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  c a m e  

i n t o  b e i n g ,  w i t h  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  in a 

n o r m a l  w a y  to aid, m a i n t a i n  a n d  a u g m e n t  t h e  t e a c h i n g ,  r e s e a r c h  

a n d  o t h e r  e x t e n s i o n  p r o g r a m m e s  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .

T h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  of t h e  f o r m e r  A h s a n u l l a h  E n g i n e e r i n g  

C o l l e g e  f o r m e d  t h e  n u c l e u s  of t h e  p r e s e n t  l i b r a r y  of the 

B a n g l a d e s h  U n i v e r s i t y  of E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y ,  D h a k a ,  

w h e n  it w a s  e l e v a t e d  to t h e  s t a t u s  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  in 1 9 6 1 .  

B a n g l a d e s h  A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  c a m e  i n t o  b e i n g ,  in 

a r e g u l a r  p r o c e s s ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 

B a n g l a d e s h  A g r i c u l t u r a l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  M y m e n s i n g h  in 1 9 6 2 .  A l l  

t h e s e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  h a d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  i m p o r t a n t  c o l l e c t i o n  as 

d o n a t i o n  a n d  g i f t  f r o m  p h i l a n t h r o p h i s t , e d u c a t e d  a n d  

c u l t u r a l - m i n d e d  p e o p l e  b e s i d e s  u n i v e r s i t i e s '  p r o v i s i o n  for 

r e g u l a r  p u r c h a s e s .

(iii) U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y
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The o l d  t r a d i t i o n a l  s y s t e m  of M a d r a s a h  e d u c a t i o n  w h i c h  

i m p a r t s  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t r u c t i o n  to m u s l i m  s t u d e n t s  is b e i n g  

m o d e r n i z e d  a n d  m a d e  at p a r  w i t h  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  as d i s c u s s e d  

in p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  s t a g e s  of 

M a d r a s a h  e d u c a t i o n  f a l l  w i t h i n  s c h o o l , t h e  f o u r t h  o n e  f a l l s  

w i t h i n  C o l l e g e , a n d  t h e  f i f t h  o n e  f a l l s  w i t h i n  H i g h e r  

E d u c a t i o n  l e v e l  at p a r  w i t h  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n .

T h e r e  are, at p r e s e n t ,  1 3 6 1  D a k h i l ,  4 5 2  Ali m ,  5 7 5  

F a z i l ,  a n d  62 K a m i l  l e v e l  m a d r a s a h s  in t h e  c o u n t r y . ^  The 

e d u c a t i o n  at E b t e d a y e e  ( P r i m a r y )  l e v e l  is i m p a r t e d  n o r m a l l y  in 

u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l  m o s q u e s  s o l e l y  by p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  of l o c a l  

M u s l i m  C o m m u n i t y .  T h e r e  is n o  l i b r a r y  f o r  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  

b u t  a v e r y  f e w  h o l y  b o o k s  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  c o l l e c t i o n  is 

p r e s e r v e d  by o n e  s i d e  of the m o s q u e .

T h e  l i b r a r i e s  at a l l  l e v e l s  of m a d r a s a h  e d u c a t i o n  in 

B a n g l a d e s h  a r e  in a g r o w i n g  s t a g e  in v i e w  of r e c e n t  p h a s e  of 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of e d u c a t i o n  on I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n  in t h e  c o u n t r y .

40. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  B A N B E I S , A h a n d b o o k  
o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  of B a n g l a d e s h  1 9 8 3 ,  op. cit. 
p. 12. ( p o s i t i o n  of 1 9 8 2 ) .

(iv) M a d r a s a h  L i b r a r y
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S p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  c a m e  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  for s p e c i a l  t y p e  

of c l i e n t l e  w i t h  s p e c i a l  t y p e  of m a t e r i a l s  to s e r v e  t h e  

s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e s  of s p e c i a l  t y p e  of i n s t i t u t i o n s  s u c h  as 

g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  s e m i - g o v e r n m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

a u t o n o m o u s  b o d i e s ,  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

t e c h n i c a l ,  v o c a t i o n a l  a n d  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  l e a r n e d  a n d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  a l l i e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of 

s p e c i a l  k i n d s  in B a n g l a d e s h .  T h e  I n s t i t u t i o n s  of s p e c i a l  

n a t u r e ,  s u c h  as s c i e n t i f i c ,  t e c h n o l o g i c a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  

c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  a r e  to go a h e a d  w i t h  t h e i r  

p r o g r a m m e  for t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  of a l l  r o u n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  in t h e  

f i e l d  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  To go o n  w i t h  t h e  t a s k s  

s c i e n t i s t s ,  t e c h n o l o g i s t s ,  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s ,  s c h o l a r s ,  

r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  e x p e r t s  a r e  to k e e p  in t o u c h  w i t h  l i b r a r y ,  t h e  

s t o r e h o u s e  of k n o w l e d g e ,  n e a r  at h a n d  or a t t a c h e d  to t h e i r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  S u c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  n e e d  l i b r a r y  for i t s  own 

p u r p o s e s  a n d  t h e  l i b r a r y  s e r v e s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  as a g u i d e  

t o w a r d s  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  of i t s  p r o g r a m m e .  S i n c e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  

r e s e a r c h ,  be it t e c h n i c a l  or o t h e r w i s e ,  c a n n o t  g o  on w i t h o u t  

b o o k s  a n d  o t h e r  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  a s m a l l  c o l l e c t i o n  of 

l i t e r a t u r e  b e g a n  to g r o w  s l o w l y  b u t  s t e a d i l y  in, a f o r e s a i d ,  

v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in B a n g l a d e s h .

C . S p e c i a l  or R e s e a r c h  L i b r a r i e s
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S o m e  of t h e s e  m o l e  h i l l s  of l i t e r a t u r e  u l t i m a t e l y  c u l m i n a t e d  

in b i g  m o u n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  of m o s t  of t h e s e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  or o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f e l t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of s o m e  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f i r s t ,  by p r o v i d i n g  s p a c e  for 

t h e i r  s t o r a g e ,  a n d  s e c o n d l y ,  a p p o i n t m e n t  of s o m e o n e  (not 

n e c e s s a r i l y  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l )  f o r  t h e i r  c a r e  a n d  

r e t r i e v a l .  T h i s  l e d  to t h e  g r a d u a l  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

l i b r a r i e s  in t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  or i n s t i t u t i o n s— al l  of t h e s e  

s p e c i e s  t o g e t h e r  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  g e n u s  k n o w n  as " S p e c i a l  

L i b r a r i e s "  in E a s t  P a k i s t a n , ^  t h e  p r e s e n t  B a n g l a d e s h .

U n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s ,  m a i n l y  D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  f e w  

c o l l e g e  ( m o s t l y  u n i v e r s i t y  c o l l e g e  i.e. p o s t - g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  

l e v e l )  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  f u n c t i o n  as S p e c i a l  or R e s e a r c h  

L i b r a r i e s .  B u t  t h e  S p e c i a l  L i b r a r i e s  a t t a c h e d  to a f o r e s a i d  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  d i r e c t l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  

r e s e a r c h  w o r k e r s  in t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s .  T h e s e  l i b r a r i e s  

a r e  o r g a n i z e d  to s e r v e  t h e  n e e d s  of s p e c i a l  r e a d e r s  of 

d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s .  S u c h  a l i b r a r y  is c a l l e d  ' S p e c i a l  L i b r a r y * .  

In a s p e c i a l  l i b r a r y ,  t h e  r e a d e r s  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  in q u a l i t y  

a n d  n u m b e r .  T h e  r e a d i n g

41. A b u  B a k r  S i d d i q u e ,  " S p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  in E a s t
P a k i s t a n " ,  T h e  E a s t e r n  L i b r a r i a n  ( D a c c a :  E P L A ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  
vol. IV, no. 1. p. 74.
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m a t e r i a l s  t o o  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  in s u b j e c t  c o v e r a g e ,  s t a n d a r d ,  

a n d  n u m b e r .  T h e  m o d e  of s e r v i c e  a l s o  is s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  its

4. 4 2n a t u r e .

So, in v i e w  of t h e  i d e a s ,  the s p e c i a l  or r e s e a r c h  

l i b r a r i e s  h a v e  g r o w n  a n d  a r e  g r o w i n g  in l a r g e  n u m b e r  a t t a c h e d  

to a f o r e s a i d  n e w l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

in a n e w - b o r n  s t a t e  of B a n g l a d e s h  in o r d e r  to s e r v e  her 

p e o p l e  in t h e  p r o c e s s  of h e r  r a p i d  d e v e l o p m e n t  in e v e r y  

s p h e r e  of l i f e .  T h u s  t h e  s p e e d y  g r o w t h  of s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  

h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  n e c e s s i t a t e d  in v a r i o u s  a g e n c i e s  a n d  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of B a n g l a d e s h ,  as d e l i n e a t e d  a b o v e ,  to s e r v e  

t h e  u l t i m a t e  a i m  of n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .

D. N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s

T h e  N a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  of a c o u n t r y  is a d i s t i n c t  t y p e  

of g o v e r n m e n t  o w n e d  a n d  m a n a g e d  l i b r a r y ,  o r g a n i z e d  to s e r v e  

t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  n a t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  as a r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r y  

of t h e  l a s t  r e s o r t ,  a n d  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  p l a n n e d  to 

c o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  o u t p u t  of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  r e c o r d s

42. SR. R a n g a n a t h a n ,  L i b r a r y  m a n u a l  ( B o m b a y :  A s i a
P u b l i s h i n g  H o u s e ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  p. 102, Q u o t e d  by A l a u d d i n  
T a l u k d e r , " S p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  , T h e  
E a s t e r n  L i b r a r i a n  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  vol. X. p . 64.
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of c u l t u r e ,  w i s d o m  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  d o t h  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  and 

c u r r e n t ,  as w e l l  as the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g r a p h i c  r e c o r d s  of 

w o r l d  c u l t u r e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .  B e s i d e s ,  s e r v i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  

i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  n a t i o n  as a w h o l e  n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  o f f e r

s o m e  s p e c i a l i s t  s e r v i c e s  to g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r

■ , 43
s p e c i a l  g r o u p s .

A n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  s h o u l d  a c q u i r e ,  p r e s e r v e  a n d  m a k e  

a v a i l a b l e  a l l  l i b r a r y  m a t e r i a l s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  p u b l i s h e d  or p r o d u c e d  l o c a l l y  or a b r o a d  a n d  

s h o u l d  s e r v e  as a p e r m a n e n t  d e p o s i t o r y  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  in 

t h e  c o u n t r y . O n e  of t h e  m e a n s  of a c q u i r i n g  a l l  c u r r e n t  

p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  g o v e r n m e n t ,  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t ,  s e m i - g o v e r n m e n t ,■is 

by s o m e  s o r t  of l e g a l  d e p o s i t ^  e n f o r c e d  by C o p y r i g h t  Act.

It, so, p r e p a r e s  n a t i o n a l  b i b l i o g r a p h y  a n d  m a i n t a i n s  u n i o n  

c a t a l o g u e  a n d  u n i o n  l i s t  of s e r i a l s .  T h e  f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  

of t h e  d u t i e s  of a n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  is to (i) c o l l e c t  and

(ii) p r e s e r v e  t h e  w h o l e  of a c o u n t r y ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  of w r i t t e n  

a n d  p r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l s  in a l l  f o r m s  i n c l u d i n g  m a p s ,  c h a r t s ,  

p h o t o g r a p h s ,  f i l m s ,  g r a m o p h o n e  r e c o r d s ,  t a p e  r e c o r d i n g s

43. S u b o d h  K u m a r  M o k h e r j e e  a n d  B e n o y e n d r a  S e n g u p t a ,  
L i b r a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  l i b r a r y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
( C a l c u t t a :  W o r l d  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p. 52.

44. I b i d . ,  p. 5 3 .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



42

a n d  t h e  l i k e— e v e n  e p h e m e r a l  m a t e r i a l s  in a s e l e c t i v e  w a y  and

e v e n  m a t e r i a l s  of p u r e l y  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t .  It m u s t  a l s o  (i)

c o l l e c t  a n d  (ii) a r r a n g e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  of m a n u s c r i p t s  a n d

d o c u m e n t s  of n a t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e  as o n e  of t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  to 

45
t h e  n a t i o n .  It p r e s e r v e s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  of a 

n a t i o n .  So, it r e f l e c t s  t h e  c u l t u r e  of a n a t i o n .  In 

o t h e r w o r d s ,  a n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  u s e  of 

t h e  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  n a t i o n - - a s  w e l l  as f o r  c i t i z e n s  of o t h e r  

c o u n t r i e s — all  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a l l  s u b j e c t s  a n d

c o u l d  e n a b l e  b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  in a n y  f i e l d  of s t u d y  to be

• 46
c a r r i e d  o u t  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y ,  t h u s ,  s e r v e s

as n a t i o n a l  h i g h e s t  r e f e r r a l  a n d  r e s e a r c h  c e n t r e .

If we t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  of 

d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  of t h e  w o r l d ,  we f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

v a r i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of a 

n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  a n d  as s u c h  t h e r e  is n o  h a r d  a n d  f a s t  r u l e  

to n a m e  a p a r t i c u l a r  l i b r a r y ,  a n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y .  S o m e  of 

t h e m  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  n a m e ,  e.g. t h e  l i b r a r y  of 

C o n g r e s s  in U S A  a n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m  in UK,

45. A h m a d  H u s s a i n ,  " N a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s " ,  T h e  E a s t e r n  
L i b r a r i a n  ( 1 9 6 9 ) ,  vol. IV, no. 1, p. 36.

46. U N E S C O ,  N a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s :  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  a n d  
p r o s p e c t s ,  s y m p o s i u m  on n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  in E u r o p e ,  
V i e n n a ,  8 - 2 7 ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 5 8  ( P a r i s :  U n e s c o ,  c 1 9 6 0 ) , 
pp. 2 1 - 2 2 .
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t h e  t w o  m o s t  w i d e l y  k n o w n  a n d  b i g g e s t  n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  of 

t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  f o r m e r  I m p e r i a l  L i b r a r y ,  C a l c u t t a ,  for 

e x a m p l e  w a s  r e d e s i g n a t e d  as t h e  I n d i a n  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  a f t e r  

i n d e p e n d e n c e .  S o m e  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  of t h e  w o r l d  

w e r e  c o n c e i v e d  of as n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  as e x p r e s s l y  

d e s i g n a t e d ,  e.g. t h e  B i b l i o t h e q u e  N a t i o n a l e  in F r a n c e  a n d  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  D i e t  L i b r a r y  of J a p a n .  T h u s  it is f o u n d  t h a t  the 

n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  in t h e  w o r l d  a r e  v a r i e d ,  in t h e i r  g r o w t h ,  

a n d  c a n  be d e f i n e d  o n l y  by t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  t a s k s  p r i m a r i l y  i n v o l v e d  

a r e  of n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  g o i n g  b e y o n d  

t h e  n o r m a l  s c o p e  of o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  of a c o u n t r y .

To t r a c e  t h e  g r o w t h  of N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  of 

B a n g l a d e s h ,  we m a y  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  e r s t w h i l e  G o v e r n m e n t  of 

P a k i s t a n  k e e n l y  f e l t  to e s t a b l i s h  n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  w h e n  no 

m a j o r  l i b r a r y  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  s h a r e  of P a k i s t a n  a f t e r  p a r t i t i o n  

of I n d i a n  s u b c o n t i n e n t  in 1 9 47. T h e  U N E S C O  C o n f e r e n c e  of 

1 9 5 0  on t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  of B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  s e r v i c e s  

r e c o m m e n d e d ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e  be m a i n t a i n e d  at t h e  

n a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y . ^  T h u s  t h e  d e m a n d  of the

47. A.M. A b d u l  Huq, " N a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  f o r  B a n g l a d e s h " ,  The 
E a s t e r n  L i b r a r i a n  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  vol. X, p. 39.
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n e w - b o r n  s t a t e  of P a k i s t a n  a n d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  the a b o v e  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of the U N E S C O  C o n f e r e n c e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  

G o v e r n m e n t  to e s t a b l i s h  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  v e r y  s o o n .  V a r i o u s  

p l a n s  w e r e  m a d e  a n d  a p p r o v e d ,  v a r i o u s  p o s s i b l e  s i t e s  c h o s e n ,  

a n d  a n u c l e u s  c o l l e c t i o n  of a b o u t  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d s  v o l u m e s  was

b u i l t u p  a n d  h o u s e d  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  in t h e  L i a q u a t  N a t i o n a l

A 8
L i b r a r y .  T h e n  the p r o p o s e d  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  w a s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  at K a r a c h i  by t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of P a k i s t a n  in the 

y e a r  1 9 5 0 .  "We a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  of 

P a k i s t a n  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  at K a r a c h i  i n  1 9 5 0 ,  t h a t  i n  1 9 5 4 ,  it 

w a s  m e r g e d  w i t h  L i a q u a t  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  a n d  t h a t  the 

a m a l g a m a t e d  l i b r a r y  c a m e  to be k n o w n  as L i a q u a t  N a t i o n a l

49
L i b r a r y " .  B u t  w i t h  t h e  s h i f t i n g  of c a p i t a l  it h a s  b e e n  

d e c i d e d  to e s t a b l i s h  a n o t h e r  o n e  at I s l a m a b a d .

E a s t  P a k i s t a n  (n o w  B a n g l a d e s h )  b e i n g  so f a r  a w a y  f r o m  

K a r a c h i  or I s l a m a b a d ,  c a n ' t  go w i t h o u t  a n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  at 

i t s  c a p i t a l ,  D h a k a .  A f t e r  l o n g  s u f f e r i n g  a p r o p o s a l  was 

p l a c e d  to t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of P a k i s t a n .  " T h e r e  s h o u l d  be t w o  

n a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  in P a k i s t a n ,  o n e  at

48. M. S i d d i q  K h a n ,  " L i b r a r i e s  in P a k i s t a n " ,  T h e  E a s t e r n  
L i b r a r i a n  ( 1 9 6 7 ) ,  vol. I, no. 3 . p . 5.

49. A h m a d  H u s s a i n ,  " N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s " ,  T h e  E a s t e r n  
L i b r a r i a n  ( 1 9 6 9 ) ,  vol. IV, no. 1, p. 39.
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I s l a m a b a d ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  at D a c c a  s t y l e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y

50
o f  P a k i s t a n ,  D a c c a " .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  it w a s  d e c i d e d  to 

e s t a b l i s h  t w o  o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  at D h a k a  a n d  K a r a c h i  a l o n g  w i t h  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  at I s l a m a b a d .  U n d e r  t h e  C o p y r i g h t  

O r d i n a n c e  of 196 2 ,  t h e s e  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  to f u n c t i o n  as 

d e p o s i t o r y  l i b r a r i e s ,  b u t  v e r y  l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  was m a d e  

t o w a r d s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of l i b r a r y  at D h a k a .

Th e  U N E S C O  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  at M a n i l a  on the 

D e v e l o p m e n t  of N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e  A s i a n  a n d  P a c i f i c  

c o u n t r i e s  in 1 9 6 4  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a n a t i o n a l  

l i b r a r y  i n  e a c h  m e m b e r  c o u n t r y ,  w h e r e  it d o e s  n o t  e x i s t ,  as 

s o o n  as p o s s i b l e .  In r e s p o n s e  to s e m i n a r ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  as 

w e l l  as l o c a l  d e m a n d  t h e  e r s t w h i l e  G o v e r n m e n t  of P a k i s t a n  in 

l a t e  6 0 s  p l a n n e d  to s e t u p  a ' C e n t r a l  L i b r a r y *  in t h e  t h e n  

E a s t  P a k i s t a n .  T h e n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of P a k i s t a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  in 

l a t e  s i x t i e s  s e t  up an o f f i c e  of " D e l i v e r y  of B o o k s  a n d  

N e w s p a p e r  B r a n c h " ,  as C e n t r a l  L i b r a r y  of P a k i s t a n ,  D h a k a .  T h e  

b r a n c h ,  as C e n t r a l  L i b r a r y  at D h a k a ,  s t a r t e d  i t s  f u n c t i o n  as 

C o p y r i g h t  d e p o s i t  o f f i c e  in 1 9 6 8  in a r e n t e d  h o u s e  at 

M u h a m m a d p u r ,  n e a r  t h e  t h e n  ' S e c o n d  C a p i t a l ' , n o w  S h e r e - e -  

B a n g l a n a g a r ,  D h a k a .

I s l a m a b a d  w h i c h  may be n a m e d  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  of P a k i s t a n ,

50. I b i d . , p . 41
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Th e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  s t a f f  a t t a c h e d  to t h e  D i r e c t o r a t e  of 

A r c h i v e s  a n d  L i b r a r i e s  in W e s t  P a k i s t a n  r e p a t r i a t e d  to 

B a n g l a d e s h  a f t e r  l i b e r a t i o n .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a 

D i r e c t o r a t e  of A r c h i v e s  a n d  L i b r a r i e s  b e c a m e  a l m o s t  

a u t o m a t i c .  I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  the 

D i r e c t o r a t e  e m b a r k e d  u p o n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a N a t i o n a l  

L i b r a r y  f o r  B a n g l a d e s h  in 1 9 7 2 .  The o f f i c e  o f  t h e  " D e l i v e r y  

of B o o k s  a n d  N e w s p a p e r  B r a n c h  as C e n t r a l  L i b r a r y  at D h a k a ” 

b e c a m e  t h e  n u c l e u s  of N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  of B a n g l a d e s h  u n d e r  

t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of n e w l y  f o r m e d  D i r e c t o r a t e  of A r c h i v e s  a n d  

L i b r a r i e s  a n d  h o u s e d  in a h i r e d  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  at 103,

E l e p h a n t  R o a d ,  D h a n m o n d i ,  D h a k a - 5 .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  l e g a c y  of 

t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  of B a n g l a d e s h  g o e s  w i t h  t h e  l e g a c y  of 

P a k i s t a n .  P r o g r a m m e  h a s  b e e n  c h a l k e d  o u t  t o  d e v e l o p  it i n t o  

a f u l l - f l e d g e d  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  of B a n g l a d e s h .
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2:2. S T A T E  OF L I B R A R I E S

T h e  t e r r i t o r y  of p r e s e n t - d a y  B a n g l a d e s h  is an a r e a  

of m a n y  l i b r a r i e s ,  s o m e  w i t h  a l o n g  h i s t o r y  a n d  of 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t i n c t i o n .  L i b r a r i e s  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  

b e g i n n i n g ,  h a v e  b e e n  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e  s o c i a l  

f r a m e w o r k .  A s p e c i f i c  p a s t  w h i c h  is r e f l e c t e d  in t h e  

c u l t u r e  of t h e  n a t i o n  u n d e r l i n e s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e s e  

l i b r a r i e s .  T o d a y ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  

r e m a i n s  h i g h  in i n d e p e n d e n t  B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  o n e  is a w a r e  of 

g e n u i n e  c o n c e r n  f o r  its p r e s e r v a t i o n  t h r o u g h  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  

i t s  w i d e r  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  n a t i o n .

,4^he f i r s t  l i b r a r i e s ,  as d i s c u s s e d  in t h e  ' G r o w t h  

of L i b r a r i e s '  in t h e  p r e c e d i n g  s e c t i o n ,  w i t h i n  the 

t e r r i t o r y  of p r e s e n t - d a y  B a n g l a d e s h  b e g a n ,  in a l l  

p r o b a b i l i t i e s ,  w h e n  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  w e r e

e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1 8 5 4 ^  A c c o r d i n g  to P a r k e r ,  B a n g l a d e s h

. 51
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S u r v e y - R e p o r t , w h i l s t  t h e r e  a r e

i n d i v i d u a l  p u b l i c  l i o r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  d a t i n g  f r o m  as

e a r l y  as 1 8 5 4 ,  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  of t h e  p r e s e n t - d a y

51. J. S t e p h e n  P a r k e r ,  B a n g l a d e s h  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y
s u r v e y - F i n a l  R e p o r t  in t h r e e  v o l u m e s  ( B a t h  A v o n :  
1 9 7 9 ) ,  vol. I, pp. 4 9 - 5 0 .
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i n v o l v e m e n t  in p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  by t h e  t h e n  C e n t r a l  

G o v e r n m e n t  m a y  be s a i d  to h a v e  b e e n  l a i d  o n e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  

l a t e r .

As ' L i b r a r y  is a g r o w i n g  o r g a n i s m ’ so t h e  l i b r a r i e s ,  

at o u r  c r e d i t ,  a r e  s u r e  to g r o w  a n d  t h e y  r e a l l y  g r e w  a n d  g r e w  

in n u m b e r  a n d  k i n d s  in B a n g l a d e s h  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  l i b e r a t i o n  

of t h e  c o u n t r y .  H e n c e ,  we m a y  n o w  d i s c u s s  t h e  s t a t e  of t h o s e  

l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h .

A . P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s

T h e r e  a r e  4 d i v i s i o n s ,  21 r e g i o n s  ( f o r m e r  d i s t r i c t s )

52
a n d  4 9 5  u p a z i l l a s / t h a n a s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  at p r e s e n t .  T h e r e

ar e  4 6 0  u p a z i l a s ,  b e s i d e s  35 m e t r o p o l i t a n  t h a n a s  in

B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  e v e r y  u p a z i l a  h a s  a p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  but

c o l l e c t i o n  r a r e l y  e x c e e d s  2 , 0 0 0  a n d  t h e s e  a r e  m a n a g e d  by

l o c a l  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  a f e w  of t h e m  a r e  s u b s i d i z e d  by t h e

53
G o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  p r e s e n t  64 d i s t r i c t s ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  f o u r  

d i v i s i o n s  a n d  t w e n t y  o n e

52. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of P l a n n i n g ,  B u r e a u  of 
S t a t i s t i c s ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  p o c k e t  b o o k  of B a n g l a d e s h  
1 9 8 3  ( D h a k a ,  1 9 8 4 ) ,  p. 1.

53. Ibid.
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f o r m e r  d i s t r i c t s ,  h a v e  p u o l i c  l i b r a r i e s  of s o m e  r e p u t e .  The

c o l l e c t i o n s  of b o o k s  in t h e  l i b r a r i e s  of d i s t r i c t

h e a d q u a r t e r s  v a r y  a n d  r a n g e  f r o m  f i v e  to f i f t e e n  t h o u s a n d .

T h e s e  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  f i n a n c e d  o u t  of s u b s c r i p t i o n s  of m e m b e r s ,

l o c a l  d o n a t i o n s ,  g r a n t s  f r o m  l o c a l  b o d i e s ,  l i k e  d i s t r i c t

54
c o u n c i l s ,  a n d  g r a n t s  f r o m  the g o v e r n m e n t .

It is e s t i m a t e d ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of a b o v e  s t a t e m e n t ,  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  5 2 8  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  e i t h e r  s m a l l  

or b i g  in siz e ,  a t t a c h e d  to a f o r e s a i d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

u n i t s ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  g r o w t h  of n o t e a b l e  p u b l i c  

l i b r a r i e s  d i s c u s s e d  in the p r e c e d i n g  s e c t i o n ,  f o r  9 2 . 6  

m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  w i t h  5 5 , 5 9 8  sq. m i l e s  t e r r i t o r y  in p r e s e n t - d a y  

B a n g l a d e s h .  Mr. J. S t e p h e n  P a r k e r ,  a B r i t i s h  L i b r a r y  

C o n s u l t a n t  m a d e  a s u r v e y  of B a n g l a d e s h  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in 

1 9 7 8 - 7 9  w i t h  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of B a n g l a d e s h .

55
P a r k e r ' s  B a n g l a d e s h  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S u r v e y  - F i n a l  R e p o r t  

c o v e r s  o n l y  a t o t a l  of 1 7 6  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  ( P a r k e r  R e p o r t  

vol. II. A p p x .  A. tab. 3, p . 5) a n d  p r o v i d e s  a b r e a k d o w n  of 

t h i s  f i g u r e  by t y p e  of g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  a n d  D i v i s i o n .  T h e  

t a b l e  s h w o s  t h a t  89

54. M.H. Kha n ,  " P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h " ,  op. cit. 
p. 135.

55. J. S t e p h e n  P a r k e r ,  B a n g l a d e s h  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  
s u r v e y - F i n a l  R e p o r t ,  op. cit, vol. I, p. 48.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



50

p e r c e n t  of p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  g o v e r n e d  by c o m m i t t e e s  

s e l e c t e d  f r o m  a m o n g  t h e i r  m e m b e r s ,  whiJ^t a f u r t h e r  e i g h t  

p e r c e n t  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t h r e e  g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s )  are 

c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  of t h e i r  p a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

56
A c c o r d i n g  to Dr. A.M, A b d u l  Huq, it m u s t ,  

h o w e v e r ,  be m a d e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  ' p u b l i c  l i b r a r y '  in t h i s  

p a r t  of t h e  w o r l d  g e n e r a l l y  m e a n s  a l i b r a r y  t h a t  a l l o w s  its 

m a t e r i a l  to be u s e d  by t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  or

w i t h o u t  p a y i n g  a fee. M o s t  of t h e s e  ' p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s '  a r e

s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i b r a r i e s .  T h e s e  l i b r a r i e s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n

e s t a b l i s h e d  by p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  or o r g a n i z e d  g r o u p s  of

p e o p l e ,  a n d  as s u c h  t h e y  m a y  be o p e n  o n l y  to c e r t a i n  s e g m e n t s

of c o m m u n i t y .  M o s t  of t h e m  a r e  l o c a t e d  in u r b a n  c e n t r e s ,

(now u p a z i l a  t o w n s  a t t a c h e d  to r u r a l  m a s s e s )  a n d  m o s t  of t h e m

r e c e i v e  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  A c c o r d i n g  to

57
B a n g l a d e s h  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  R e p o r t ,  m o s t  of t h e  

n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  a i d e d  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  o p e n  f o r  2 - 3  h o u r s  

a d a y  in t h e  a f t e r n o o n  or a f t e r  dus k .  R e a d e r s  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e  

r e a d  n e w s p a p e r s .  O n l y  t h e  s u b s c r i b i n g  m e m b e r s  g e t  b o o k s  for

56. A.M. A b d u l  Huq, B a n g l a d e s h ,  in I n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a n d b o o k  
of c o n t e m p o r a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t s  in l i b r a r i a n s h i p  ed. by 
M i l e s  M. J a c k s o n  ( C o n n e c t i c u t :  G r e e n w o o d
P r e s s , c 1 9 8 1 ) , P a r t  III: Asi a ,  p. 173.

57. B a n g l a d e s h  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  R e p o r t  1 9 7 4 ,  op. cit. 
p. 239.
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h o m e  r e a d i n g .  T h e i r  d e m a n d  g o e s  u n f u l f i l l e d  b e c a u s e  p u r c h a s e  

of a d e q u a t e  n e w  b o o k s  n o t  b e i n g  a l w a y s  p o s s i b l e .  V e r y  few 

p e r s o n n e l  of t h e  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  t r a i n e d ,  

m o s t  of t h e m  p a r t - t i m e .

In d i s t r i c t  ( f o r m e r  s u b - d i v i s i o n a l J  t o w n s ,  the 

G o v e r n m e n t  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e s  a l s o  f u n c t i o n  a l m o s t  l i k e  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s .  M a n y  of t h e m  o p e r a t e  i n  p a r t s  of t h e  l o c a l  

p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g s  as i n s e t s .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  f e w  

l i b r a r i e s  r u n  by t h e  B a n g l a d e s h  P a r i s h a d  (a c u l t u r a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ) .

T h e  l i b r a r i e s  r u n  by t h e  B a n g l a d e s h  P a r i s h a d  h a v e  

r e c e n t l y  b e e n  m e r g e d  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s .  So g r e a t  

' e m p h a s i s e  h a s  b e e n  l a i d  o n  t h e  u s e  a n d  s e r v i c e s  of p u b l i c

I
! l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  at p r e s e n t  in o r d e r  to u s e  t h e m  by 

th e  r u r a l _ m a s s e s  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t  of s c h o o l s  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i o n  

C o u n c i l s  of e a c h  u p a z i l a  w h e r e  t h e  p r i v a t e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  

m o s t l y  s u b s i d i z e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  at p r e s e n t ,  are 

s i t u a t e d .  G o v e r n m e n t  s c h e m e  is to e s t a b l i s h  a p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  

at e a c h  of t h e  l o w e s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t i e r  w h i c h  is k n o w s  as 

u p a z i l a / t h a n a  b u t  at p r e s e n t  t h e r e  a r e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in 

e a c h  o f  t h e  f o u r  d i v i s i o n s  o n l y  viz. (i) B a n g l a d e s h  C e n t r a l  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  ( B C P L ) ,  D h a k a ,  (ii) C h i t t a g o n g  D i v i s i o n a l  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  ( C D P L ) ,  (iii) K h u l n a  D i v i s i o n a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  

( K D P L ) ,  a n d  (iv) R a j s h a h i  D i v i s i o n a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  ( R D P L ) .
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A m o n g  t h e  a b o v e  f o u r  i m p o r t a n t  g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c

l i b r a r i e s ,  B a n g l a d e s h  C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  S h a h a b a g h ,

D h a k a ,  w i t h  a p r e s e n t  c o l l e c t i o n  of m o r e  t h a n  1 , 0 0 , 0 0 0  (lac)

58
v o l u m e s  of b o o k s  a n d  s u b s c r i b i n g  a l l  t h e  D h a k a  d a i l i e s ,  . 

is t h e  l a r g e s t .  W i t h  t h e  s h i f t i n g  of t h e  c e n t r a l  p u b l i c  

l i b r a r y  i n  i t s  n e w  b u i l d i n g  at S h a h b a g h ,  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  

s c h e m e  f o r  t h i s  l i b r a r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  e x p a n d e d  i t s  f u n c t i o n  to 

i n c l u d e  ' d e v e l o p m e n t  of p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

t h e i r  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  a f f i l i a t i o n  e t c*.

K h u l n a  D i v i s i o n a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  is t h e  s e c o n d  

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  in t h e  c o u n t r y . It was 

o p e n e d  to p u b l i c  w i t h  a b o u t  2 0 , 0 0 0  b o o k s  in J u n e  

1 9 6 5 . 59 T h i s  l i b r a r y  is s u p p o s e d  to a c t  as a r e g i o n a l  

l i b r a r y  f o r  K h u l n a  D i v i s i o n  of B a n g l a d e s h  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d

p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s y s t e m .  T h e  p r e s e n t  c o l l e c t i o n  is a b o u t

i 60 A O , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s .

C h i t t a g o n g  D i v i s i o n a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y , t h e  t h i r d  in 

i m p o r t a n c e ,  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1 9 6 2  a b o u t  t h r e e  y e a r s  

b e f o r e  t h e  o n e  in K h u l n a .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  l i b r a r y

58. B a n g l a d e s h  C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  R e c o r d s .

59. A h m a d  H u s s a i n ,  " P l a n n i n g  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s " ,  in 
P a k i s t a n  L i b r a r i a n s h i p  1 9 6 3 - 6 4  ed. by M. S i d d i q  K h a n  

( D a c c a :  PL A ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  p. 53.

60. M. H .  K h a n ,  " P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h " ,  op. cit. 

p. 132.
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c o u l d  n o t  d e v e l o p  as m u c h  as K h u l n a  b e c a u s e  of i t s  l a c k  of 

a c c o m m o d a t i o n .  U n t i l  n o w  t h e  l i b r a r y  is h o u s e d  in a 

t e m p o r a r y  sit e .  T h e  l i b r a r y  is o p e n  to t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  i t s  

l i m i t e d  s e r v i c e s  of r e a d i n g  a n d  r e f e r e n c e .  T h e  p r e s e n t  

c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  l i b r a r y  is a b o u t  1 2 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s . ^

R a j s h a h i  D i v i s i o n a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  

t h e  s e c o n d  f i v e  y e a r  p l a n  ( 1 9 8 0 - 8 5 ) ,  h a s  a l s o  s t a r t e d  its 

s e r v i c e  to t h e  p u b l i c .

T h e  s t a f f i n g  p a t t e r n  p r o p o s e d  in t h e  p r o j e c t  g a v e  t h e  

C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  D h a k a  an e x - o f f i c i o  s t a t u s  of a 

' D i r e c t o r a t e  of P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s '  (n o w  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ) .  F o r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h e  ' G o v e r n m e n t  

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t ' ,  n u m b e r  of c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  

s u b - c o m m i t t e e s  w e r e  f o r m e d .  In t h e  p r o j e c t  e v a l u a t i o n  

c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  h e l d  o n  1 7 . 9 . 1 9 8 0 ,  a f o u r  m e m b e r  

s u b - c o m m i t t e e  f i n a l i z e d  t h e  m a n p o w e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of the 

p r o j e c t s  n a m e l y :  (i) D e v e l o p m e n t  of B a n g l a d e s h  C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y ,  a n d  (ii) D e v e l o p m e n t  of R a j s h a h i  D i v i s i o n a l  P u b l i c  

L i b r a r y  ( r e v i s e d ) .

61. Ibid.
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S c h o o l  L i b r a r y

In p r a c t i c e ,  t h e r e  is n o  l i b r a r y  in 4 0 , 9 2 6  p r i m a r y  

s c h o o l s  b u t  t h e  l i b r a r i e s  of 8 , 6 6 2  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  in 

B a n g l a d e s h ,  as m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  a r e  f o u n d  in a 

d i s o r g a n i z e d  s t a t e .  R e c e n t l y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is i m p r o v i n g  w i t h  

the a p p o i n t m e n t  of a b o u t  f i f t y  S S C / H S C  p a s s e d  f u l l - t i m e  

l i b r a r i a n s  w i t h  s h o r t  c o u r s e  t r a i n i n g  in l i b r a r i a n s h i p  f r o m  

t h e  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  of B a n g l a d e s h  to g o v e r n m e n t  h i g h  

s c h o o l s .  A g o o d  c o l l e c t i o n  of b o o k s  is a l s o  g i v e n  to t h e s e  

s c h o o l s  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o r m e r  E d u c a t i o n  E x t e n s i o n  C e n t r e  (now 

N I E A E R )  a n d  s o m e  m o d e r n  t e c h n i q u e s  of l i b r a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

a r e  a d o p t e d  t h e r e .  T h e  r e s t  of t h e  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  

l i b r a r i e s  a r e  h a n d i c a p p e d  f o r  w a n t  of s p a c e ,  s c a r c i t y  of 

b o o k s ,  i n a d e q u a c y  of b o o k  b u d g e t ,  a b s e n c e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  b o o k s  

a n d  t o t a l  a b s e n c e  of p e r i o d i c a l s  a n d  a b o v e  all, t h e  a b s e n c e  

o f  f u l l - t i m e  l i b r a r i a n .

A few t e a c h e r - l i b r a r i a n s  of n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  s e c o n d a r y  

s c h o o l s  r e c e i v e d  t r a i n i n g ,  in t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  in C e r t i f i c a t e  

C o u r s e  of the L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  of B a n g l a d e s h .  A s m a l l  

n u m b e r  of t e a c h e r s  of g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  s e c o n d a r y  

s c h o o l s  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  a s h o r t  c o u r s e  t r a i n i n g  in t h e  N I E A E R .  

T h e y  a r e  w o r k i n g  in t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s c h o o l s  as 

t e a c h e r - l i b r a r i a n s .

B . A c a d e m i c  L i b r a r i e s
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6 2 3  c o l l e g e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  h a v e  l i b r a r i e s  of t h e i r  

own. A c c o r d i n g  to a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e  c o l l e g e s  of 

B a n g l a d e s h  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  c a t e g o r i e s  viz: G o v e r n m e n t  

an d  n o n - G o v e r n m e n t  c o l l e g e s .

A m o n g  t h e  c o l l e g e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  2 1 3  I n t e r m e d i a t e  

( i n c l u d i n g  3 g o v e r n m e n t ) ,  343 D e g r e e  ( p a s s  a n d  H o n s . )  a n d  10 

P o s t - g r a d u a t e ,  65 p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  a n d  2 v o c a t i o n a l  c o l l e g e s  in 

B a n g l a d e s h .  Of a l l  t h e s e ,  1 4 5  g o v e r n m e n t  ( i n c l u d i n g  3 

I n t e r m e d i a t e ,  25 P r o f e s s i o n a l ,  2 V o c a t i o n a l )  a n d  4 7 8  

n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  c o l l e g e s .

No c o l l e g e  i s  a f f i l i a t e d  u n l e s s  it h a s  a l i b r a r y  w i t h  

n e c e s s a r y  c o l l e c t i o n  b u t  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  of m o s t  of the 

c o l l e g e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  a r e  n o t  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  

it d o e s  n o t  a n d  c a n n o t  r e n d e r  p r o p e r  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  to its 

c l i e n t e l e .  O n l y  a b o u t  4 0 %  g o v e r n m e n t  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  

m a n n e d  by p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l  w h e r e a s  

l i b r a r i e s  of n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  c o l l e g e s  h a v e  a l m o s t  n o n e .

C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y
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T h e  l i b r a r i e s  of g o v e r n m e n t  D e g r e e  P a s s  a n d  D e g r e e  

H o n o u r s  c o l l e g e s  h a v e  a c o l l e c t i o n  of 2 , 0 0 0  a n d  7 , 0 0 0  

v o l u m e s ,  9 0 0  a n d  1 7 0 0  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  37 a n d  65 t e a c h e r s  on 

a v e r a g e  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T e n  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  c o l l e g e  

l i b r a r i e s  h a v e  a c o l l e c t i o n  of 1 0 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s ,  A , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  

a n d  1 0 5  t e a c h e r s  o n  a v e r a g e .

T h e  n o n - G o v e r n m e n t  I n t e r m e d i a t e  ( i n c l u d i n g  3 

g o v e r n m e n t )  a n d  D e g r e e  C o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  

h a v e  an a v e r a g e  c o l l e c t i o n  of 6 0 0  a n d  1 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s ,  500 a n d  

7 0 0  s t u d e n t s  a n d  2 0  a n d  27 t e a c h e r s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  It is 

e n c o u r a g i n g  to n o t e  t h a t  G o v e r n m e n t  a n n u a l  s u b s i d y  is n o w  

g r a n t e d  to all, b e s i d e s  g o v e r n m e n t  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s ,  

n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .

A m o n g  t h e  v o c a t i o n a l  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o l l e g e s ,  t h e  

l i b r a r i e s  of t e n  T e a c h e r s '  T r a i n i n g  C o l l e g e s  a r e  

c o m p a r a t i v e l y  w e l l - o r y a n i z e d  by p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  

p e r s o n n e l  w i t h  an a v e r a g e  c o l l e c t i o n  of A , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s ,  2 8 5  

s t u d e n t s  a n d  15 t e a c h e r s .  T h e  l i b r a r i e s  of M e d i c a l  a n d  

E n g i n e e r i n g  c o l l e g e s  o c c u p y  t h e  n e x t  p o s i t i o n  so f a r  as i t s  

s y s t e m a t i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m a n p o w e r  is 

c o n c e r n e d .

T h e  a v e r a g e  s t a t e  of c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  

at p r e s e n t ,  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e ,  is s h o w n  i n  a c o n s o l i d a t e d  f o r m  

in t a b l e  - 1 .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



57

Table - 1

Present state of college libraries in B a n g la d e s h 6 ^

1 2 3 4 5 6
Kinds of Avg. no. of 
Institutions Students

Avg. no. of 
teachers

Avg. no. of 
collection

Avg. no. of 
books purchased

Avg. no. of 
librarian

Government

1. Post-Graduate 
Colleges

4,000 105 10,000 2.5 1

2. Degree (Hons.) 
Colleges

1,700 65 7,000 4.12 .65

3. Degree (Pass) 
Colleges

900 37 2,000 2.2 .35

Non-Government

4. Degree Colleges 700 27 1,000 1.4 .05

5. Intermediate 

Colleges (inclu­
ding 3 govt.)

■ 500 20 600 1.2 .02

Professional Colleges

6 . Teachers' Train- 285 15 4,000 13.8 1
ing colleges

7 8 9 10 11
Avg. no. of Avg. no. of Avg. no. Of Avg. no. of Avg. no. of
Asst. Librn. Cataloguer Assistant MLSS Annual grant

(in Taka)

.5 .4 1 2 8 ,000/=

.30 .15 - 1.2 6 ,000/=

.21 .10 .15 1.20 3,000/=
- - .03 1 1 ,000/=
- - - 1 700/=

““ 5,000/=

62. Shafiqur Rahman Chowdhury, Survey of college 
libraries, 1981 (mimeo).
See also, Bangladesh, Directorate of education, Survey 
of college libraries 1982.
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To s p e a k  of a c a d e m i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  

in B a n g l a d e s h  h a v e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  w e l l  o r g a n i z e d  w i t h  m o r e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  m a n p o w e r .  As in m a n y  o t h e r  

d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  t h e  

u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h .  T h i s  is p a r t l y  d u e  to 

th e  h i s t o r i c i t y  of t h e i r  o r i g i n  a n d  g r o w t h ,  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  

v i e w s  of t h e i r  c l i e n t e l e s  a n d  t h e i r  g r o w i n g  n e e d s  h a r n e s s e d  

to a d v a n c e s  in t h e  f i e l d  of h u m a n i t i e s ,  s c i e n c e  a n d  

t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  p a r t l y  to t h e  l i b e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  

r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  and, r a r e l y ,  f r o m  o t h e r  

b e n e f a c t o r s .

T h e  o l d e s t  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  in t h e  c o u n t r y  is t h a t  

of t h e  D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  at D h a k a  as l o n g  as 1 9 2 1 .  It i s  the 

o n l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  l i b r a r y  in B a n g l a d e s h .  B e i n g  t h e  l a r g e s t  

l i b r a r y  in t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  

c o l l e c t i o n ,  at p r e s e n t ,  c o m p r i s e s  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  ( f i v e  l a c s )  v o l u m e s  

i n c l u d i n g  b o u n d  p e r i o d i c a l s .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  3 0 , 0 0 0  r a r e  

c o l l e c t i o n  of m a n u s c r i p t s  w r i t t e n  in A r a b i c ,  Urd u ,  B e n g a l i ,  

S a n s k r i t ,  P e r s i a n ,  P a l i  a n d  o t h e r  o r i e n t a l  l a n g u a g e s  

p r e s e r v e d  in t h e  l i b r a r y . E l e v e n  X e r o x  m a c h i n e s  are p r o v i d e d

U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y
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f o r  p h o t o c o p y i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  b o o k s  or p a r t s  of b o o k  in

o r d e r  to m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of u s e r s  of t h e  l i b r a r y .  To

f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  u s e  of r e s e a r c h  w o r k e r s  t w o  m i c r o f i l m  u n i t s ,

t h r e e  m i c r o r e a d e r s  a n d  o n e  m i c r o p r i n t e r  a r e  i n s t a l l e d  in the

6 3
l i b r a r y .  T h e  l i b r a r y  r e g u l a r l y  r e c e i v e s  4 5 0  c u r r e n t  

j o u r n a l s  of d i f f e r e n t  t i t l e s  of w h i c h  3 9 3  a r e  s u b s c r i b e d . 6 ^

D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  is t h e  p r e m i e r  l i b r a r y  a n d  

r a n k s  f i r s t  of i t s  k i n d  in B a n g l a d e s h .  To d e l i n e a t e  the 

p r e s e n t  s t a t e  of u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h ,  the 

U n i v e r s i t y  of R a j s h a h i ,  C h i t t a g o n g  a n d  J a h a n g i r n a g a r  c o m e  

s e c o n d ,  t h i r d  a n d  f o r u t h  in r a n k  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a m o n g  t h e  f o u r  

g e n e r a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  so far as i t s  o r i g i n ,  g r o w t h  a n d  

p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  etc. a r e  c o n c e r n e d .

63. F a z l u l  H a l i m  C h o w d h u r y , D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  Day, 198 3 :  
i n a u g u r a l  s p e e c h  of V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  (in B e n g a l i ,  
E n g l i s h  r e n d e r i n g  by a u t h o r ) ,  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 3 ,  p. 3.

64. D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  R e c o r d .
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In t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  to h a v e  a b e t t e r  s c e n e ,  the s t a t e  of u n i v e r s i t y  
l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  is s h o w n  b e l o w  in t a b l e  - H A  a n d  IIB.

T a b l e  - IIA

P r e s e n t  s t a t e  of u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h

u n i v e r s i t y  No. of 
w i t h  y e a r  of t e a c h e r s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t

N o . of 
s t u d e n t s

No. of l i b r a r y  
c o l l e c t i o n s  

B o o k s  C u r r e n t  Mss 
j o u r n a l s

1. U n i v e r s i t y  of 
D h a k a  - 1 9 2 1

9 8 0 1 6 , 3 4 8 5 , 0 0 0 0 0 4 5 0  3 0 , 0 0 0

2. U n i v e r s i t y  of 
R a j s h a h i  - 1 9 5 3

378 9 , 2 2 5 2 , 3 0 0 0 0 2 3 0  -

3. U n i v e r s i t y  of
C h i t t a g o n g  - 1 9 6 6

3 1 7 4 , 2 6 8 1 , 1 7 0 0 0 6 0 0  5 6 4

4. J a h a n g i r n a g a r  
U n i v e r s i t y - 1 9 7 0

138 1 , 2 6 0 5 0 0 0 0 1 3 0  25

5. B a n g l a d e s h  A g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  U n i v e r s i t y  -

3 5 4
1 9 6 1

3 , 0 4 6 1 , 2 3 7 1 1 1 6 0  -

6 . B a n g l a d e s h  U n i v e r s i t y  2 5 4  

of E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  
T e c h n o l o g y  - 196 2 .

2 , 3 8 3 8 7 7 8 1 212  -

T o t a l 2 , 4 2 1 3 6 , 5 3 0 1 1 , 0 8 4 9 2 1 , 7 8 2  3 0 , 5 8 9

65. B A N G L A D E S H , B A N B E I S ,  A h a n d b o o k  of e d u c a t i o n a l
s t a t i s t i c s  of B a n g l a d e s h  1 9 8 3  ( D h a k a :  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 3 ) ,  
p. 16. (No. of c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  s t a f f  p o s i t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  
o b t a i n e d  f r o m  r e s p e c t i v e  l i b r a r y  r e c o r d s ) .
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T a b l e  - 11B

S t a f f p o s i t i o n  of u n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h

P r o f e s s i o n a l S u b - P r o f . T e c h n i c a l N o n - P r o f . S t a f f  of a l l  
c a t e g o r i e s

1 . 31 26 13 141 211

2 . 13 18 1 54 86

3. 10 9 4 57 80

4. 10 4 1 23 38

5. 11 8 3 52 74

6 . 7 ' 9 4 15 35

T o t a l 82 74 26 342 52 4

N o t e :  T h e  r a n k  a n d  s t a t u s  o f  L i b r a r i a n ,  D e p u t y  L i b r a r i a n ,  
A s s i s t a n t  L i b r a r i a n  a n d  J u n i o r  L i b r a r i a n / C h i e f  

C a t a l o g u e r / S e n i o r  C a t a l o g u e r  a r e  e q u i v a l e n t  to P r o f e s s o r ,  
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r ,  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r ,  a n d  L e c t u r e r  of the 
u n i v e r s i t y  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

It is f o u n d  t h a t  D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  is a l m o s t  

e q u a l  in s i z e  to t h e  c o m b i n e d  r e s o u r c e s  of a l l  o t h e r  

u n i v e r s i t i e s .  R a j s h a h i  U n i v e r s i t y  in t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of 

t h e  c o u n t r y  is t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y .

B e s i d e s ,  D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  e v e r y  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  

h a s  2 - 3  P h o t o s t a t e  m a c h i n e s  a n d  m i c r o - f i t c h e / c a r d  r e a d e r s .  

H o w e v e r ,  the h i g h e s t  g r o w t h  r a t e  is f o u n d  in a l l  of the 

u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  in t h e  c o u n t r y ,  as c a n  be s e e n  in 

t a b l e - I I A  a n d  IIB. All t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

y o u n g e r  o n e s ,  w o u l d  do b e t t e r  if t h e r e  w o u l d  n o t  be p o l i t i c a l  

u n r e s t  in 1 9 7 0 - 7 1 .
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C o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r  of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  as m e n t i o n e d  

a b o v e ,  is r e p o r t e d l y  n o t  c l a s s i f i e d  a n d  c a t a l o g u e d  for w a n t  

of p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  s u b - p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f .  S p a c e  d o e s  n o t  

a p p e a r  to be a p r o b l e m  e x c e p t  in t h e  t w o  y o u n g e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

w h i c h  h a v e  n o t  y e t  t h e i r  o w n  l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g .

To a s c e r t a i n  the s t a t e  of u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  in 

B a n g l a d e s h ,  Dr. H u q ^  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

l i b r a r i e s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  g r o u p  of l i b r a r i e s  in 

t h e  c o u n t r y  in t e r m s  o f  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  a l l o c a t i o n .  

A l l  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  f i n a n c e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  

t o t a l  a n n u a l  b o o k  b u d g e t  of t h e  s i x  u n i v e r s i t i e s  is in e x c e s s  

of 4 m i l l i o n  T a k a ,  w h i c h  is a l a r g e  a m o u n t  of m o n e y  by 

B a n g l a d e s h  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  s e e m  to be e n j o y i n g  a 

g o o d  r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .

M a d r a s a h  L i b r a r y

T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a d r a s a h  e d u c a t i o n  on I s l a m i c  

r e l i g i o n  is b e i n g  m o d e r n i z e d  at p a r  w i t h  g e n e r a l

66. A.M. A b d u l  Huq, op. c i t .  p. 1 7 5
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e d u c a t i o n  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  of l i b r a r i e s  at D a k h i l  

as w e l l  as A l i m  l e v e l  is m o r e  d i s o r g a n i z e d  w i t h  l e s s  

c o l l e c t i o n  in c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h a t  of s c h o o l  a n d  c o l l e g e  

l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h .  T h e  l i b r a r i e s  in F a z i l  ( D e g r e e )  

l e v e l  m a d r a s a h s  a r e  s o m e h o w  m a n a g e d  in s e p a r a t e  r o o m  by a 

p a r t - t i m e  t e a c h e r  ( h u z u r )  w i t h o u t  l i b r a r y  t r a i n i n g ,  e x c e p t  in 

a v e r y  f e w  c a s e s .  T h e  l i b r a r i e s  at K a m i l  ( M a s t e r ' s )  l e v e l  

are n o t  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  o r g a n i z e d ,  e x c e p t  o n e  or t w o  c a s e s .

C . S p e c i a l  or R e s e a r c h  L i b r a r i e s

T h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  of B a n g l a d e s h  c r e a t e d  i n t e n s i v e  

p a t r i o t i c  f e e l i n g s  a m o n g  t h e  m i l l i o n s  of h e r  f r e e  p e o p l e .  It 

g e n e r a t e d  n e w  a n d  b e t t e r  h o p e s  a n d  r e v i v e d  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  

in a p r o s p r o u s ,  h a p p y  a n d  d e c e n t  l i f e .  It b r o u g h t ,  in its 

w a k e ,  m a n y  a s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m  s u c h  as p o v e r t y ,  

i l l i t e r a c y ,  p o p u l a t i o n  e x p l o s i o n ,  i l l - h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  

i n s e c u r i t y .  To m e e t  t h i s  c h a l l e n g e ,  e m p h a s i s  w a s  l a i d  on t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p r o p e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  of h i t h e r t o  u n d i s c o v e r e d  

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  u n a s s e s s e d  h u m a n  s k i l l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t .  

H u n d r e d s  of a g e n c i e s  a n d  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  n u m b e r s  of 

c o m m i s s i o n s ,  i.e. e d u c a t i o n ,  l a b o u r ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  

s o c i a l  a n d  l a n d  r e f o r m  e t c . ,  w e r e  s e t u p  by t h e  G o v e r n m e n t
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f o r  s t u d y ,  r e s e a r c h  a n d  a n a l y s i s  of a l l  t h e  p r o b l e m s  

h i n d e r i n g  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  to f i n d  o u t  t h e  w a y s  a n d  

m e a n s  of p r o g r e s s  in a l l  f i e l d s  of h u m a n  a c t i v i t i e s .  S i n c e  

t h e  r e q u i r e d  s t u d y  a n d  r e s e a r c h  f o r  e a c h  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

c a n n o t  be p u r s u e d  w i t h o u t  l i b r a r y  a t t a c h e d  to t h e m ,  so the 

n u c l e u s  c o l l e c t i o n  of t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s  i.e. 

s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s ,  as d i s c u s s e d  in t h e  g r o w t h  of s p e c i a l  

l i b r a r i e s  in t h e  p r e c e d i n g  s e c t i o n ,  a r e  s u r e  to g r o w  a n d  as 

s u c h  g r o w i n g  a n d  g r o w i n g  in n u m o e r  in B a n g l a d e s h .

T h u s  t h e  s t a t e  of s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  is 

e n c o u r a g i n g .  S p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  to 20 G o v e r n m e n t  

M i n i s t r i e s  w i t h  38 D i v i s i o n s .  1 6 4  a t t a c h e d  

D e p a r t m e n t s / D i r e c t o r a t e s  w i t h  s u b o r d i n a t e  o f f i c e s ,  1 3 4  

A u t o n o m o u s tS e m i - a u t o n o m o u s  b o d i e s  u n d e r  s o m e  or o t h e r  

M i n i s t r y / D i v i s i o n , 72 F o r e i g n  m i s s i o n s  in B a n g l a d e s h ^  a n d  

1 6 2  p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  n e w s  a g e n c i e s ,  s o c i e t i e s ,  l e a r n e d

£ D
b o d i e s  a n d  v o l u n t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Th e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  E n g i n e e r i n g  U n i v e r s i t y

67. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of F i n a n c e  a n d  P l a n n i n g ,  
S t a t i s t i c a l  D i v i s i o n .  1 9 8 2  s t a t i s t i c a l  y e a r b o o k  of 
B a n g l a d e s h  ( D h a k a :  G o v t .  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 3 ) ,  pp. 9 - 1 9 ,  
2 5 - 2 8 .

6 8 . Md. M o s h a r e f f  H o s s a i n  a n d  M o h a m m a d  S e l i m  ed. 
B a n g l a d e s h  d i r e c t o r y :  r e f e r e n c e  a n d  r e s e a r c h  ( D acca: 
M. H o s s a i n ,  I 9 6 0 ) ,  p. p r e f .
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l i b r a r i e s  a n d  l i b r a r i e s  of a l l  t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  ( a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  m e d i c a l  c o l l e g e s )  

a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  s p e c i a l  or r e s e a r c h  

l i b r a r i e s .  A c c o r d i n g  to a b o v e  s t a t e m e n t  it is r e c k o n e d ,  w i t h  

no d i r e c t o r y  of l i b r a r i e s  as yet, t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  at p r e s e n t  

5 9 0  s p e c i a l  or r e s e a r c h  l i b r a r i e s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .  The 

r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  of s p e c i a l  or r e s e a r c h  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  

c o m p a r a t i v e l y  g o o d  in B a n g l a d e s h .

T h e  l a r g e s t  of t h e  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  is 

t h e  B a n g l a  A c a d e m y  L i b r a r y  w i t h  a b o u t  1 , 0 0 , 0 0 0  (o n e  lac) 

v o l u m e s ,  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  l a c  b o u n d  n e w s p a p e r s ,  o n e  p h o t o s t a t  

m a c h i n e  a n d  2 7 6  o l d  c o i n s .  T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of t e n  t h o u s a n d  

v o l u m e s  of the f o r m e r  C e n t r a l  B o a r d  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t  of 

B e n g a l i  w a s  a d d e d  to t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  w h e n  t h e  l a t e r  

a m a l g a m a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f o r m e r  in 1 9 7 2 .  T h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of

t h e  A c a d e m y  a r e  to p r o m o t e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of the B e n g a l i  

l a n g u a g e  a n d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  to p r o d u c e  a n d  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  

B e n g a l i  s c i e n t i f i c  w o r k s ,  r e f e r e n c e  b o o k s ,  d i c t i o n a r i e s ,  a n d  

so on, a n d  to p r o m o t e  r e s e a r c h  in t h e  B e n g a l i  l a n g u a g e .  T h e  

A c a d e m y  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a u s e f u l  c e n t r e  of r e s e a r c h  a n d  

s t u d y  for r e s e a r c h  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  B e n g a l i  l a n g u a g e  a n d

l i t e r a t u r e  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n i s t s  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l s

. , 70
in g e n e r a l .

69. B a n g l a  A c a d e m y  L i b r a r y  R e c o r d s .

70. A. M .  A b d u l  Huq, op. cit. p. 176
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T h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r y  in B a n g l a d e s h  is 

t h e  B a n g l a d e s h  S e c r e t a r i a t  L i b r a r y  w h i c h  s e r v e s  the 

g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  in p a r t i c u l a r .  It h a s  o v e r  9 0 , 0 0 0  

v o l u m e s  a n d  a n s w e r s  a b o u t  5 0 0  q u e s t i o n s  a n n u a l l y .  T h e  

l i b r a r y  is i n d e e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  r e f e r e n c e  s o u r c e  f o r  a l l  

m i n i s t r i e s  of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  of B a n g l a d e s h .

T h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r y  in B a n g l a d e s h  is

t h e  B a n g l a d e s h  I n s t i t u t e  of D e v e l o p m e n t  S t u d i e s  (BID S )

L i b r a r y  w i t h  7 5 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s  i n c l u d i n g  b o u n d  p e r i o d i c a l s ,

3 0 , 0 0 0  r e s e a r c h  p a p e r s  2 0 , 0 0 0  m i c r o f i c h e s ,  1 2 5  r e e l s  of 55 mm

m i c r o f i l m s ,  3 0 0  m a p s ,  c h a r t s ,  d i a g r a m  a n d  a l s o  r e c e i v e s  9 0 0

72
t i t l e s  of j o u r n a l s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  c e n t r e s  of t h e  w o r l d .

It s e r v e s  B I D S  r e s e a r c h  s t a f f ,  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  

o f f i c i a l s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  r e s e a r c h  f e l l o w s ,  o t h e r  s o c i a l  

s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  in the s o c i e t y .  It p r o v i d e s  

s e r v i c e s  l i k e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  a n d  i n d e x i n g ,  d i r e c t o r y ,  

a b s t r a c t i n g ,  r e p r o g r a p h y  a n d  i n t e r - l i b r a r y  c o - o p e r a t i o n .

T h e  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r y  is t h e  B a n g l a d e s h  

B a n k  L i b r a r y  w i t h  5 0 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s  i n c l u d i n g

71. B a n g l a d e s h  S e c r e t a r i a t  L i b r a r y  R e c o r d s .

72. B a n g l a d e s h  I n s t i t u t e  of D e v e l o p m e n t  S t u d i e s  L i b r a r y  

R e c o r d s .
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b o u n d  p e r i o d i c a l s  a n d  r e g u l a r l y  s u b s c r i b e s  5 0 0  c u r r e n t  

j o u r n a l s  i n c l u d i n g  2 7 9  f o r e i g n  o n e s ,  a n d  2 p h o t o s t a t  

m a c h i n e s . ^  T h i s  l i b r a r y  s e r v e s ,  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  the 

b a n k e r s ,  e c o n o m i s t s ,  s t a t i s t i c i a n s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  etc. It 

a c t s  as a d e p o s i t o r y  l i b r a r y  of W o r l d  B a n k  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  

e x c h a n g e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  W o r l d  B a n k ,  IMF, o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  l o c a l  r e s e a r c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in r e l a t e d  

f i e l d s . D i f f e r e n t  s e r v i c e s  l i k e  c u r r e n t  a w a r e n e s s ,  

b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e  i n d e x ,  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  s e a r c h ,  

r e f e r e n c e ,  i n t e r - l i b r a r y  loa n ,  r e p r o g r a p h y  s e r v i c e s  a r e  

p r o v i d e d  by t h i s  l i b r a r y .

B a n g l a d e s h  C o u n c i l  of S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  

R e s e a r c h  ( B C S I R )  L i b r a r y  is e s t i m a t e d  to b e  t h e  f i f t h  l a r g e s t  

s p e c i a l  l i b r a r y  w i t h  4 0 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s  i n c l u d i n g  3 1 , 0 0 0  b o u n d  

p e r i o d i c a l s  a n d  2 m i c r o - f i l m  r e a d e r s .  It s u b s c r i b e s  40 

j o u r n a l s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  to t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  e n g a g e d  in 

r e s e a r c h  w o r k  p a r t i c u l a r l y  at B C S I R .

O t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  s p e c i a l  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h  

A c a d e m y  f o r  R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  C o m i l l a  ( o v e r  3 6 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s ) ,  

N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m  L i b r a r y ,  D h a k a  ( 2 2 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s  i n c l u d i n g

2 , 0 0 0  b o u n d  p e r i o d i c a l s  a n d  r e s e a r c h

73. B a n g l a d e s h  B a n k  L i b r a r y  R e c o r d s .
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p a p e r  2 0 0  v o l u m e s ) ,  B a n g l a d e s h  A t o m i c  E n e r g y  C o m m i s s i o n  

L i b r a r y  ( 2 1 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s  i n c l u d i n g  9 , 0 0 0  b o u n d  p e r i o d i c a l s ) ,  

B a n g l a d e s h  A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  L i b r a r y  ( 2 0 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s ) ,  

I P G M R  L i b r a r y  ( 1 7 , 6 0 0  v o l u m e s  i n c l u d i n g  3 , 6 0 0  b o u n d  

p e r i o d i c a l s ,  s u b s c r i b e s  80 c u r r e n t  j o u r n a l s ) ,  I C D D R B  L i b r a r y  

( 1 5 , 8 6 0  v o l u m e s  i n c l u d i n g  b o u n d  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  r e c e i v e s  4 8 0  

c u r r e n t  j o u r n a l s ,  r e p r i n t s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  1 0 ,0 0 0 , m i c r o - f i l m  

r e a d e r  1 , m i c r o p r i n t e r  1 , m i c r o f i c h e  r e a d e r  1 , s l i d e  

p r o j e c t o r  2 , o v e r h e a d  p r o j e c t o r  2 , v i e w e r  1), V a r e n d r a  

R e s e a r c h  M u s e u m  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of R a j s h a h i  

U n i v e r s i t y  s i n c e  1 9 6 4  ( 1 2 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s ,  4 , 5 0 0  a n c i e n t  

m a n u s c r i p t s ) ,  f o r m e r  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of P u b l i c  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  l a t e r  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S t a f f  C o l l e g e  n o w  P u b l i c  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  T r a i n i n g  C e n t r e  ( P A T C )  L i b r a r y  ( o v e r  1 2 , 0 0 0  

v o l u m e s ) ,  B a n g l a d e s h  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  L i b r a r y  ( 1 2 , 0 0 0  

v o l u m e s ) ,  B a n g l a d e s h  S h i s h u  A c a d e m y  L i b r a r y  ( 1 0 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s ,  

2 0 0  j o u r n a l s ,  1 0 0  m a p s ) ,  B a n g l a d e s h  T e l e v i s i o n  L i b r a r y  ( 8 , 0 0 0  

v o l u m e s ,  5 0  j o u r n a l s ,  a u d i o  v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l s :  n e w  f i l m s  

5 0 , 0 0 0 ,  a u d i o - t a p e  500, v i d e o - t a p e  5 5 0 ) ,  R a d i o  B a n g l a d e s h  

L i b r a r y  ( 6 0 0 0  v o l u m e s ,  5 0 0  l o o s e  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  f i l m s  a n d  

f i l m s t r i p s  e t c . ) ,  B A N B E I S  L i b r a r y  ( 6 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s ,  50 

j o u r n a l s ,  1 c o m p u t e r ) ,  A s i a t i c  S o c i e t y  of B a n g l a d e s h  L i b r a r y  

( a o o u t  6 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s  i n c l u d i n g  5 3 9  b o u n d  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  c u r r e n t
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j o u r n a l s  1 6 0  a n d  a f e w  m a n u s c r i p t s ) ,  A r m e d  F o r c e s  M e d i c a l  

I n s t i t u t e  L i b r a r y  ( 5 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s ,  1 0 0  b o u n d  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  5 

c u r r e n t  j o u r n a l s ) ,  D i a b e t i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  of B a n g l a d e s h  L i b r a r y  

( 5 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s ,  75 c u r r e n t  j o u r n a l s ,  1 0 0 0  s l i d e s ,  50 

m i c r o f i c h e ,  10 m i c r o f i l m ,  7 p r o j e c t o r s ,  2 p h o t o s t a t  m a c h i n e ) ,  

S u g a r  C a n e  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  in P a b n a  ( 2 , 5 0 0  v o l u m e s ) . ^

O t h e r  n o t a b l e  s p e c i a l  or r e s e a r c h  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  t h e  

B a n g l a d e s h  S m a l l  I n d u s t r i e s  C o r p o r a t i o n  L i b r a r y ,  N a t i o n a l  

I n s t i t u r e  of L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  L i b r a r y  a n d  l i b r a r i e s  a t t a c h e d  

to v a r i o u s  g o v e r n m e n t  m i n i s t r i e s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  

s o c i e t i e s  a n d  l e a r n e d  b o d i e s .  L i b r a r i e s  a t t a c h e d  to the 

i n s t i t u t e s  of D h a k a  U n i v e r s i t y  i.e. I S W R ,  ISR T ,  IBA, I N F S c ,  

I n s t i t u t e  of M o d e r n  L a n g u a g e s ,  I n s t i t u t e  of F i n e  A r t s  a n d  

C r a f t s  ( f o r m e r  B a n g l a d e s h  C o l l e g e  of F i n e  A r t s  a n d  C r a f t s )  

a r e  w o r t h - m e n t i o n i n g .  M o s t  of the l i b r a r i e s  a r e  m a n a g e d  w i t h  

a c u t e  s h o r t a g e  of q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n n e l .

D . N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r i e s

N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  of B a n g l a d e s h

N a t i o n a l  l i b r a r y  in B a n g l a d e s h  is in t h e  m a k i n g .

74. R e c o r d s  of c o n c e r n e d  l i b r a r i e s  ( c o l l e c t e d  on p e r s o n a l  
c o n t r a c t  a n d  v i s i t ) .
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T h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a t t y  of B a n g l a d e s h  ( N LB), a t t a c h e d  to t h e

D i r e c t o r a t e  of A r c h i v e s  a n d  L i b r a r i e s ,  is n o w  f u n c t i o n i n g  in

a n o t h e r  r e n t e d  h o u s e  at 106, C e n t r a l  R o a d ,  D h a n m o n d i ,  D h a k a ,

w i t h  s h o r t a g e  of m a n p o w e r ,  i.e. o n l y  6 p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  10

s u b - p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  17 n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l ,  u n d e r  t h e

c o n t r o l  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  D i r e c t o r ,  Dr. K.M. K a r i m  w h o

is a P r o f e s s o r  of H i s t o r y  a n d  t r a i n e d  in A r c h i v e s

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f r o m  L o n d o n .  It f u n c t i o n s  as c o p y r i g h t

d e p o s i t  l i b r a r y  a n d  b u i l d s  a c o l l e c t i o n  of 3 0 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s

i n c l u d i n g  b o u n d  p e r i o d i c a l s  a n d  r e g u l a r l y  r e c e i v e s  m o r e  t h a n

75
3 0 0  c u r r e n t  j o u r n a l s .  B u t  l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  is m a d e  

t o w a r d s  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  in t r u e  s e n s e  of 

t h e  t e r m  i n  a b s e n c e  of C o p y r i g h t  A c t  t i l l  it is p a s s e d  by the 

P a r l i a m e n t  of B a n g l a d e s h  ( e x c e p t  t h e  C o p y r i g h t  A c t  of 

P a k i s t a n ,  r e v i s e d  a n d  e n f o r c e d  as B a n g l a d e s h  C o p y r i g h t  A c t  in 

1 9 7 4 )  a n d  i t s  p r o p e r  e n f o r c e m e n t  in t h e  C o u n t r y .

N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  of B a n g l a d e s h  p u b l i s h e s  ' B a n g l a d e s h  

N a t i o n a l  B i b l i o g r a p h y ' .  It h a s  b e e n  p u b l i s h i n g  n a t i o n a l  

b i b l i o g r a p h y  w i t h i n  t h e  p u r v i e w  of r e v i s e d  c o p y r i g h t  a c t  of 

1 9 7 4  a n d  as s u c h  t h e  f i r s t  ' B a n g l a d e s h  N a t i o n a l  B i b l i o g r a p h y  

1 9 7 2 '  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  in

75. N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  of B a n g l a d e s h  R e c o r d s .
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1 9 7 4 .  S i n c e  t h e n  it h a s  b e e n  p u b l i s h i n g  n a t i o n a l

b i b l i o g r a p h y  a n n u a l l y  a n d  in as m u c h  as t h e  1 9 7 7  i s s u e  w a s

p u b l i s h e d  in 1 9 8 1  o n  t h e  b a s i s  of i t s  c o l l e c t i o n  r e c e i v e d  by

7
v i r t u e  of the a f o r e s a i d  c o p y r i g h t  act.

F u n c t i o n  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  of B a n g l a d e s h ,  

i n v a r i a b l y ,  i n c l u d e s  c o l l e c t i o n  of n a t i o n a l  w r i t i n g s ,  

c o l l e c t i o n  of m a t e r i a l s  on B a n g l a d e s h  p u b l i s h e d  a b r o a d ,  

m a i n t e n a n c e  of an e n c y c l o p e d i c  c o l l e c t i o n ,  c o m p i l a t i o n  of 

n a t i o n a l  b i b l i o g r a p h y  a n d  a n a t i o n a l  u n i o n  c a t a l o g u e ,  s e r v i n g  

as a c l e a r i n g  h o u s e  f o r  i n t e r l i b r a r y  l o a n s ,  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of 

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x c h a n g e s  

etc. B e s i d e s  t h e  s h o r t a g e  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  m a n p o w e r ,  t h e r e  is 

an a c u t e  p r o b l e m  of a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  i t s  f u n c t i o n i n g .  

B a n g l a d e s h ,  as a n e w  b o r n  d e v e l o p i n g  s t a t e ,  is b e s e t  w i t h  

v a r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  a n d  as s u c h  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of i t s  

f u n c t i o n s  h a s  b e e n  i n  a v e r y  s l o w  p r o c e s s .  A l t h o u g h ,  a f t e r  

p a s s i n g  of m o r e  t h a n  s i x  y e a r s ,  in t h e  m i d s t  of m u l t i f a r i o u s  

n a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  of 

B a n g l a d e s h  d e c i d e d  to s e t  up a N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  as a s e p a r a t e  

e n t i t y  a n d  s a n c t i o n e d  a s u m  of T a k a  2 7 . 7 7  l a c s

76. B a n g l a d e s h ,  D i r e c t o r a t e  of A r c h i v e s  a n d  L i b r a r i e s ,  
N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  of B a n g l a d e s h ,  B a n g l a d e s h  N a t i o n a l  
B i b l i o g r a p h y  1 9 7 7  ( D a c c a :  Gov t .
P r e s s ,  1 9 8 1 ) ,  p. ( i ii).
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f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  D i r e c t o r a t e  of A r c h i v e s  a n d  L i b r a r i e s  h a s  

t a k e n  up t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to b u i l d  up a N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y .

At t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  y e a r  1 9 7 8  t h e  t h e n  E d u c a t i o n  A d v i s o r ,  

P r o f e s s o r  S y e d  A l i  A h s a n ,  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  

L i b r a r y  of B a n g l a d e s h  at S h e r - e - B a n g l a n a g a r , D h a k a .

It is e n v i s a g e d  i n  t h e  S e c o n d  F i v e  Y e a r  P l a n  

( 1 9 8 0 - 8 5 )  of t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  of 

B a n g l a d e s h  t h a t  ’’The N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  w i l l  b e  d e v e l o p e d  to 

m a k e  it t h e  l a r g e s t  d e p o s i t o r y  of b o o k s  a n d  p e r i o d i c a l s  in 

t h e  c o u n t r y .  It w i l l  f o r m  t h e  a p e x  of t h e  l i b r a r y  s y s t e m .

T h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  w i l l  be 

d e v e l o p e d  as t w i n  s i s t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s h a r i n g  c o m m o n  

f a c i l i t i e s " .^

A c c o r d i n g  to D e v e l o p m e n t  S c h e m e ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 

t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  T w o - y e a r  P l a n  

p e r i o d  ( 1 9 7 8 - 8 0 ) .  It w i l l  be s e v e n  s t o r e y e d  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  

b u i l d i n g  is b e i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  in p h a s e s .  T h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  of 

t h e  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  

t h r e e - s t o r e y e d  s o u t h  b l o c k  a n d  f o u n d a t i o n  of t h e  s t a c k  h a v e

77. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of F i n a n c e  a n d  P l a n n i n g ,  
P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n ,  T h e  s e c o n d  F i v e  Y e a r  P l a n  
1 9 8 0 - 8 5  ( D h a k a :  G o v t .  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 3 ) ,  p. 371.
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b e e n  c o m p l e t e d .  O t h e r  p h a s e s  of the b u i l d i n g  w i l l  be 

c o m p l e t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  S e c o n d  F i v e  Y e a r  P l a n  p e r i o d  ( 1 9 8 0 - 8 5 )  

w h e n  it w i l l  be s h i f t e d  to i t s  n e w  b u i l d i n g .  It is e x p e c t e d  

t h a t  w i t h  t h e  s a n c t i o n  of m o r e  s t a f f ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  

w i l l  be s h i f t e d  v e r y  s o o n  to i t s  n e w  b u i l d i n g  at 

S h e r - e - B a n g l a n a g a r , D h a k a .

N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  L i b r a r y

A f t e r  l i b e r a t i o n  of B a n g l a d e s h ,  t h e  l i b r a r i e s  of

H e a l t h  or M e d i c a l  S c i e n c e  a r e a s  i n c r e a s e d  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  to a

g r e a t  e x t e n t .  B e s i d e s  t h e  n e w l y  d e v e l o p e d  I P G M R  a n d  D e n t a l

78
C o l l e g e ,  t h e r e  a r e  8 m e d i c a l  c o l l e g e s  in B a n g l a d e s h .

A m o n g  t h e  m e d i c a l  l i b r a r i e s ,  D h a k a  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y  is 

t h e  o l d e s t  a n d  p r e m i e r  l i b r a r y  of i t s  k i n d  in B a n g l a d e s h  w i t h

2 9 . 0 0 0  v o l u m e s  i n c l u d i n g  1 0 0 0  b o u n d  p e r i o d i c a l  a n d  r e c e i v e s  

2 0 0  c u r r e n t  m e d i c a l  j o u r n a l s .  S a l i m u l l a h  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  

L i b r a r y ,  D h a k a ,  is t h e  n e x t  l a r g e s t  m e d i c a l  l i b r a r y  w i t h

1 3 . 0 0 0  v o l u m e s  a n d  50 c u r r e n t  j o u r n a l s .  O t h e r  m e d i c a l  

c o l l e g e s ,  m e d i c a l  a n d  p a r a - m e d i c a l  i n s t i t u t e s  h a v e  b e e n  

d e v e l o p i n g  t h e i r  o w n  l i b r a r i e s  to m e e t  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  the 

c l i e n t e l e  a n d  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  to m e d i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  

t e a c h e r s  a n d

78. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  B A N B E I S ,  A
h a n d b o o k  of e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  of B a n g l a d e s h
1 9 8 3 ,  op. ci t ,  p. 6 .
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s t u d e n t s  a l i k e .  In t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  i d e a  of s t r o n g  

c e n t r a l  h e a l t h  s c i e n c e  l i b r a r y  d e v e l o p e d  to s e r v e  ( a p p r o x . )

1 2 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s ,  1 1 , 0 0 0  d o c t o r s ,  t e a c h e r s  a n d  r e s e a r c h

79
w o r k e r s ,  3 , 3 0 0  n u r s e s ,  5 , 5 0 0  p a r a m e d i c s  in t h e  c o u n t r y .

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w a s  t h u s  c o n v i n c e d  to s t a r t  N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  

L i b r a r y  u n d e r  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of H e a l t h  a n d  F a m i l y  P l a n n i n g  n o w  

H e a l t h  a n d  P o p u l a t i o n  C o n t r o l  a n d  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

l i b r a r y  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  r e s o u r c e s ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  s u p p l i e s ,  

f u r n i t u r e ,  a n d  t r a i n i n g  of m a n p o w e r  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  a d v i c e  

d u r i n g  t h e  F i r s t  F i v e  Y e a r  P l a n  ( 1 9 7 3 - 7 8 ) .  G o v e r n m e n t ,  in 

th e  m e a n t i m e ,  c o u l d  d r a w  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  A s i a  F o u n d a t i o n  

w h o s e  g e n e r o u s  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  s h a r e d  in the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m m e  e x t e n d i n g  i t s  l o c a l  r e s o u r c e s  of 

m a n p o w e r ,  l a n d  a n d  b u i l d i n g  m a n a g e m e n t .  T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

e m e r g e n c e  of d e s i r e d  N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  L i b r a r y  a n d  

D o c u m e n t a t i o n  C e n t r e  (N H L D C ), M o h a k h a l i ,  D h a k a  in 1 9 7 4 .

T h e  N H L D C  s e r v e s  as t h e  a p e x  b o d y  f o r  b i o - m e d i c a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  n e t w o r k  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  s h a r i n g  of 

r e s o u r c e s .  It h a s  d e v e l o p e d  i t s  c o l l e c t i o n  to 2 6 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s  

I n c l u d i n g  1 5 , 0 0 0  b o u n d  p e r i o d i c a l s  a n d  r e c e i v e s

79. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of H e a l t h  a n d  P o p u l a t i o n
C o n t r o l ,  R e c o r d s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  L i b r a r y  a n d  
D o c u m e n t a t i o n  C e n t r e ,  D h a k a .
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3 0 0  c u r r e n t  j o u r n a l s .  It h a s  p r o c u r e d  m i c r o - f i c h e  r e a d e r s ,

1 4 2  f i l m s ,  3 5 0  s l i d e s ,  1 0 8  f i l m s t r i p s ,  f e w  t h o u s a n d

m i c r o - f i c h e s . T h e  N H L D C  is at p r e s e n t  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by 7

p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  8 s u b - p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  19 n o n - p r o f r s s i o n a l

8 0
p e r s o n n e l .  T h e  l i b r a r y  a l s o  e x t e n d s  i n d e x i n g ,  

a b s t r a c t i n g ,  r e p r o g r a p h y  s e r v i c e s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  t e c h n i c a l  

s e r v i c e s  to t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  l i b r a r i e s  of t h i s  s y s t e m ;  

e x c h a n g e s  r e s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  at t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ;  a n d  p r e p a r e s  u n i o n  c a t a l o g u e  of m e d i c a l  

r e s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  in t h e  l i b r a r i e s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  at the 

n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .

N a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  L i b r a r y

To m o d e r n i z e  a g r i c u l t u r e  in a d e v e l o p i n g  e c o n o m y ,  

B a n g l a d e s h  A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  ( B A R C ) ,  T e j g a o n ,  

D h a k a ,  as t h e  c e n t r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s e a r c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

B a n g l a d e s h  c o - o r d i n a t e s  the r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s  of v a r i o u s  

r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e s  in r e l a t e d  f i e l d s .  In t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  

t h e  B A R C  h a s  c r e a t e d  N a t i o n a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  L i b r a r y  a n d  

D o c u m e n t a t i o n  C e n t r e  ( N A L D O C )  i n  1 9 8 0  to c o - o p e r a t e  in t h e  

e x c h a n g e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  m a j o r  s p e c i a l i s e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  

c e n t r e s  f o r  s c i e n c e  a n d

80. N H L D C  R e c o r d s
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t e c h n o l o g y  i n  o r d e r  to s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e e d s  of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n t i s t s  w o r k i n g  in a c a d e m i c  a n d  r e s e a r c h  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  jut e ,  ric e ,  s u g a r - c a n e ,  f o r e s t s ,  f i s h e r i e s ,  

a n d  l i v e s t o c k  etc. w i t h i n  B a n g l a d e s h .  In t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  it 

h a s  d e v e l o p e d  i t s  c o l l e c t i o n  to 6 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s  and s u b s c r i b e s  

2 0 0  c u r r e n t  j o u r n a l s  i n  t h e  r e l e v a n t  f i e l d s .  T h e  N A L D O C  is 

at p r e s e n t  m a n n e d  w i t h  o n l y  5 p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  2

Q 1
s u b - p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  9 n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l .

B A N S D O C

B a n g l a d e s h  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  T e c h n i c a l  

D o c u m e n t a t i o n  C e n t r e  ( B A N S D O C )  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 6 3  in 

E a s t  P a k i s t a n  ( p r e s e n t  B a n g l a d e s h )  as a r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e  of 

P a k i s t a n  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  T e c h n i c a l  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  

C e n t r e  ( P A N S D O C ) .  T h e  w o r k  of B A N S D O C  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of 

s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  is h i g h l y  e s t i m a t e d .

B A N S D O C  i s  o p e r a t i n g  on a n a t i o n a l  b a s i s  u n d e r  the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  of B a n g l a d e s h  C o u n c i l  of S c i e n t i f i c  

an d  I n d u s t r i a l  R e s e a r c h  ( B C S 1 R ) . T h e  m a i n  f u n c t i o n  o f  the 

c e n t r e  is to p r o v i d e  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  

w o r k e r s  w i t h  a c c e s s  to w o r l d ' s

81. N A L D O C  R e c o r d s .
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p u b l i s h e d  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  t h r o u g h  i t s  

d o c u m e n t  p r o c u r e m e n t ,  t r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  b i b l i o g r a p h y  

c o m p i l a t i o n  s e r v i c e .  B A N S D O C  p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  i n  a l l  f i e l d s  

of n a t u r a l  a n d  a p p l i e d  s c i e n c e s  i n c l u d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  

m e d i c i n e .  T h e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  to any r e s e a r c h  w o r k e r  

in B a n g l a d e s h  w h e t h e r  e m p l o y e d  in g o v e r n m e n t ,  a u t o n o m o u s  or 

p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  or an i n d i v i d u a l .  T h e  a c t i v i t i e s  by 

w h i c h  B A N S D O C  f u l f i l l s  i t s  p u r p o s e  c o n s i s t s  c h i e f l y  of 

D o c u m e n t  p r o c u r e m e n t ,  D o c u m e n t  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  B i b l i o g r a p h y

Q 2
c o m p i l a t i o n  a n d  T r a n s l a t i o n  s e r v i c e s .

B A N S D O C  m a i n t a i n s  a u n i o n  l i s t  of s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  

t e c h n i c a l  p e r i o d i c a l s '  h o l d i n g s  of t h e  l i b r a r i e s  in D a c c a .  

W o r k  is in p r o g r e s s  for c o m p i l a t i o n  of a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l i s t  

c o v e r i n g  a l l  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y .  The t o t a l  r e s o u r c e s  in the c o u n t r y  a r e  i n a d e q u a t e ,  

a n d  B A N S D O C  o b t a i n s  90 p e r c e n t  of i t s  r e q u e s t e d  i t e m s  f r o m  

a b r o a d .^

It is u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  B A N S D O C  h a s  n o t  b e e n  m a k i n g  

m u c h  h e a d w a y  as " n o  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  in

82. A h s a n  A. B i s w a s ,  " B a n g l a d e s h  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  
T e c h n i c a l  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  C e n t r e  ( B A N S D O C )  in t h e  
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  of B a n g l a d e s h " ,  T h e  E a s t e r n  
L i b r a r i a n  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  vol. X, p. 73.

83. A.M. A b d u l  Huq, op. ci t .  p. 174.
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B A N S D O C  t h a t  w h a t  it w a s  at t h e  t i m e  of l i b e r a t i o n " , 84

B a n g l a d e s h  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t

t h e  B A N S D O C  s h o u l d  i m m e d i a t e l y  be r a i s e d  to t h e  s t a t u s  of a

n a t i o n a l  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  c e n t r e  in o r d e r  to a f f o r d  m a x i m u m

p o s s i b l e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c ,  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  

85
r e s e a r c h e r s .  No a c t i o n  h a s  y e t  b e e n  m a d e  o n  the 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .  B A N S D O C  is p r e s e n t l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by i t s

D i r e c t o r  w i t h  o n l y  1 p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  5 s u b - p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  5

f  ' i i 8 6  n o n - p r o f e s s x o n a l  p e r s o n n e l .

N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  L i b r a r y

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  in v i e w  of p r e v a i l i n g  d i s a s t e r o u s  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y  w h i c h  r e q u i r e d  

r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of s o c i a l  p r i o r i t i e s  i n t o  a n e w  e c o n o m i c  

f r a m e - w o r k  to m e e t  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  n e w  n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  f e l t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  for 

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  L i b r a r y  f o r  t h e  

c o l l e c t i o n ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  s t o r a g e  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of 

s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  e n a b l e  t h e  i n t e r  c o n n e c t i o n  

of s e v e r a l  a r e a s  of s o c i a l

84. A h s a n  A. B i s w a s ,  op. cit, p. 74.

85. B a n g l a d e s h  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  R e p o r t ,  1 9 7 4 ,  op. 
c i t ,  p. 244.

8 6 . B A N S D O C  R e c o r d s .
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a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h e  c o m m u n i t e s  of u s e r s  as 

w e l l  as in t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s h a r i n g  of r e s o u r c e s  a n d  e f f o r t s  

i n  a l l  f i e l d s  of s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y .  M o d e r n  m e t h o d s  of 

i n f o r m a t i o n  r e t r i e v a l  s y s t e m  was, t h e r e f o r e ,  f e l t  n e c e s s a r y  

in p l a c e  o f  p r e s e n t  c o n v e n t i o n a l  o n e s .  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  of m o d e r n  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

d e v i c e s  l a g g e d  b e h i n d  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of r e s e a r c h  in 

B a n g l a d e s h ,  m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  no a p p r a i s a l  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  o f  t h e  

r e a l  r o l e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of s c i e n c e ,  a n d  

b e c a u s e  of i n a d e q u a t e  f i n a n c i a l  i n v e s t m e n t s  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t  of 

a p p r o p r i a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g i s t s  in t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  It 

was, t h e r e f o r e ,  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  m o d e r n  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m  was 

a n e c e s s a r y  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  e f f i c i e n t  r e s e a r c h  in a l l  b a s i c  

a n d  a p p l i e d  b r a n c h e s  of k n o w l e d g e .

A p l a n  f o r  c e n t r a l i z e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a g e n c y  w a s  d r a w n  

up a n d  is n o w  in t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e  of i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  in t h e  

n a m e  of N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  L i b r a r y  (NSL) u n d e r  the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  of S c i e n c e  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  D i v i s i o n  of 

t h e  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n .  T h e  NSL, t h u s ,  c a m e  i n t o  b e i n g  in 

1 9 8 1 .  It p r o c u r e d  a c o l l e c t i o n  of 5 , 0 0 0  b o o k s  b u t  y e t  to be 

o r g a n i s e d  to p r o v i d e  m o d e r n  i n f o r m a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  o r d e r  

to a c h i e v e  h i g h e r  s o c i a l  v a l u e s .  It is m a n a g e d ,  t e m p o r a r i l y ,
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by the Director of BANSDOC (as attached to BANSDOC, a part of BCSIR) 

as part-timer with its only one professional, 5 sub-professional and 

5 non-professional personnel. The collection of NSL remains as a 

storehouse of information. Necessary step needs to be taken by the 

authority to organize the collection for dissemination of 

information through the development of modern methods and techniques 

to achieve the national target, especially, in the field of science 

and technology.

The state of National Library of Bangladesh and the 

libraries functioning at national level, discussed above, is now 

shown in a consolidated form in table - III.

Table - III

Present state of National Libraries in Bangladesh

Libraries with _No.of collection Staff position Total
year of estbt. Books and Current Others Prof. Sub-Prof. Non Staff

bound pe- journals prof.
____________________ riodicals________________________________________________________

NLB 1972 30,000 300 1 pht. 6 10 17 33
mach.

NHLDC 1974 26,000 300 1 m. re- 7 8 19 34

ader 142 
films, 350 
slides, 18 
fl. strips.

NALDOC 1980 6,000 200 1 pht. 5 2 9 16
me ch.

BANSDOC (1963)/ 5,000 - - 1 5 5 11
NSL 1981.
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It i s  n o w  e v i d e n t  in t h e  l i g h t  of f o r e g o i n g  

d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  e n o r m o u s  g r o w t h  of l i b r a r i e s  of v a r i o u s  

k i n d s  a n d  i t s  d i s o r g a n i z e d  s t a t e ,  o w i n g  to a c u t e  s h o r t a g e  of 

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  m a n p o w e r ,  w a r r a n t s  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of 

l i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d - t w e n t i e t h  

c e n t r u r y  in B a n g l a d e s h  w h i c h  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  

s u c c e e d i n g  c h a p t e r s  of t h i s  s t u d y .
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C H A P T E R - 3

E D U C A T I O N  F O R  L I B R A R I A N S H I P  IN B A N G L A D E S H

A T  U N D E R G R A D U A T E  L E V E L /  19M7-1982 ‘

3:1 BACKGROUND OF EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP: USA,

UK AND INDIAN SUBCONTINENT

APTJSR the discussion regarding the ’growth* and ’state* of 

libraries in Bangladesh in the mid—nineteenth and twentieth centuries 

in the preceding chapter, it is now necessary to refer to the ’back­

ground* t before we begirt with the history of education for librarian- 

ahip in Bangladesh, 1947-1982, as to how it reached this part of 

the world.

The last quarter of the nineteenth century was a fertile 

period of innovation in general library practices in the West. Sub­

sequently, after the First "World War there had been steady and gradu­

al development of public library, academic library, special library, 

documentation centre and information centre in Western countries.

For operating these institutions the library schools of these count­

ries reshaped their curriculum and soon a new breed of more progressive, 

positive and service oriented librians as produced. But these remar­

kable development of westernlibrary practices had tlo impact on this 

country during the first part of the twentieth century when the terri- . 

tory now comprising Bangladesh was under British colonial domination. ’

Under the British rule there wag noticeable development in the educa^ 

tion of liberal arts, humanities, social science and natural sciences

82
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but it was iather a paradox that absolutely nothing was done regar­

ding the education for librarianship, "Historians of library educa^- 

tion are generally agreed that its history divides into three dis­

tinct period : the period of apprenticeship and in-aervice training 

that prevailed from ancient times until 1887» and to a lessening 

degree, for some time thereafter; the period of organized library 

school training from 1887 to 1923, when the Williamson report 

appeared; and the period of academically-centred library school 

development that may be said to have begum with the publication 

of the Williamson report and continued to the years immediately 

following the end of the Second World War’.’̂

It may be mentioned that with the establishment of the American 

Library Association ( 1876), the Library Association of the U M t e d  

Kingdom (1877) and the beginning of Dewey Decimal Classification 

( 1Q76), Cutter's Rules for Printed Dictionary Catalogue (1876), 

selling of L. C. printed cards (1901)* Anglo-American, ALA and 

Prussian Cataloguing Code (1908), brisk activities took place in 

the west. Library movement then found favourable climate in demo- 

cratie countries especially in the USA and UK from where it reached 

India, USSR, Germany, Scandinavian countries and elsewhere. Let us 

at this point consider for the purpose of our study, how library 

training and education reached Indian subcontinent (Present Indo- 

Pak—Bangladesh subcontinent) from USA and UK.

1. Robert D. Leigh, "The education of Librarianship", The public
librarian, ed. A. I. Eryan(New York: Columbia Univ. Press, 1?52), 
p. 300 ff. Quoted by Jesse H. Shera, The foundations of education 
for librarianship (Mew York: Becker and Hayes, d972), p. 230.
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UfllTJiD STATES Of AMEftICA

To explore the pos*ibilities of developing a *ystem of training 

and education for librarian* in the United State* Uelvil Dewey, the 

leading librarian in USA, toolc the initiative to form an association 

of librarian s. Subsequently the American Library Association (ALA) 

i u  formed in 1876. When the public library movement reached it* 

apex in the United State* in the late 1870'* and early 1880'*, there 

ftane to be a need for aore trained librarian* than could be produced 

by then-eurrent practice, i.e. apprenticeship in a well-run library. 

Melvil Dewey, Librarin of Columbia college, proposed to the American 

Library Association in 1883 that a library school be created. The 11*1 

encouraged but did not endorse the proposal. In 1887* *fter a stru­

ggle over the i*sue of admitting wome-n, Dewey was able to open the

world's first library school —  the School of Library Economy —  i* a

2
storeroom over the chapel at Columbia.

USA thus became the home of formal library education by 

starting the first library *ehool at Columbia College in 1887. The 

education which the school offered was purely technical —  a three 

month training programme followed by 21 months of apprenticeship.

1 college education was recommended but not required. In 1888, after 

further conflict with Columbia over coeducation, Dewey was foroed to 

give up the school. A year later he went to Albany as State Libraria*

2. Lawrence A. Allen, "Education of librarians", Encyclopaedia of 
education (New Yorkj Macmillan, 1971), vol. V, p.526. Quoted by 
.Russell Duino, "The role of the subject specialist in British and 
American university libraries : a comparative study," Libri (1979), 
vol. 2 9, no. 1, p.9.

8 4  ; .
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This was really the same school, which Dewey somehow managed to get 

transfered to Albany. In 19^6 it returned to New york City, merged 

with the Library School of the New York Public Library, and beeane

*
the Columbia University School of Library service. Other schools 

soon followed— Pratt ( 18?0) and Drexel (1891) were connected with 

technical institutes. Illinois (1893), Western iteserve (I904), and. 

Syracuse (1908) were part of universities. Some schools were set 

up aa part of large public libraries, e.g-. t Hen York, Pittsburg,

St* Lois and Los Angels.

In 1?l5» the ALA established the Association of American 

Library Schools, tfhat it did was set up minimum standard* for mem­

bership and establish criteria for the accrediation of libraxy 

schools. By 1921, there were 15 library schools in USA, 13 of which

4
were accredited by ALA.

The libraxy schools were then, badly in need of standard and 

coordination. Accordingly, Charles C. Williamson was commissioned 

by the Carnegie Corporation of New York to study library education. 

In 1925 Charles C. Williamson' a comprehensive report on "Training 

for Library Service" was published for Carnegie Corporation whieh 

recommended, among other things, that i

"( 1) a four-year baccalaureate degree be prerequisites for admission; 
(2 ) schools be affiliated with universities, either as departments 
or autonomous professional schools; (3 ) curricula be enriched, by the

3. Columbia University, Bulletin, School of library service (January 
1977)* p.8 . Quoted by Russell Duino, op. eit. p. 10.

4. .Russell Duino, " The role of the subject specialist in British 
and American university libraries : a comparative study", Libri 
0979)» vol. 2 9, no. 1 , p. 1 0.

of New York and. there founded the New York State Library School.
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total educational resources of these parent universities; (4 ) *urr- 
icula be revised to provide for the first year a general program ia

basic library subjects followed by a second year devoted to speei- 
alisation. With an intervening year of practical experience; (5) 
adequate texts and other instructional material be prepared; (6J 
provision be made for programs of continuing education through summer 
schools, institute, and correspondence courses; (7) voluntary cer­
tification of professional librarians be instituted; and (8) pro­
cedures and facilities for the accrediting of the schools be

oreated."5

One must admit that Williamson report "did propel edueation 

for librarianship out of the infancy of apprentice training and into 

the early years of professional adolescence. Despite its limitations, 

the report did focus the attention of librarian* in general, and 

the American Library Association in particular, upon the need for 

educational reform1.’ 6 Certainly the effects of the report were far- 

reaching. It was perhaps more than any other single report, responsi­

ble for making librarianship a graduate profession. The most signifi­

cant effect of the Williamson report was the establishment of the 

Board of Education (for Librarianship) by the ALA. This was set up 

in response to Williamson's specific recommendation that there 

should be system of accrediting, which would determine which library 

schools were of the necessary standard to give the proper professional

. . 7training.

Since World Wax II ther have been these major development® 

in American Library Bdu.ation : In' 1948, the ALA Beard of Education

S Charles C. Williamson, Training for library service (Neff York *
5’ « ! £ £ £ .  c.rpor.tion/lJW), Chapt.r 19. t o W  b, B. 3 h . M ,

The foundations of education for librarianship (Hew York t Backer

and Hayes, e1972J, pp.238-39.
6. Jesae H. 3hera, The foundations of education for librarinship,

op. eit. p. 2 3 9.
7 . Gerald Braraley, A. history of library education (London j Clive 

Bingley, c1969)» P* 83*
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for Librarianship changed the first year graduate degree in libra— 

rianship from second bachelor's to a master's.0 The ALA haa noir 

come to be recognised nationally in the United States as the appro­

priate body for maintaining the standards of professional education

9
for librarianship.

By 1960, some J2 graduate library schools had been accredited;

10
by I968 the number had raisen to 44* At present the American 

Library Association (ALA) accredits 63 Hast er's programs of library 

education leading to the first —  professional degree. Although more 

than 230 American Universities and colleges offer one or more under­

graduate course in library science (mainly for students preparing to 

become teachers or teacher-librarians)t only programs leading to 

Master's in Librarianship are eligible for ALA accrediation. ALA 

does not evaluate Doctorate degree curricula in librarianship.

Neither does it evaluate post-master's specialist or Certificate

„ 11 
Programmes.

UfJITSD KIGDOM

In the United Kingdom the Library issociation (LA) was 

established in 1077 to promote the position and Qualifieation of 

librarians and library personnel and to hold examinations in

8. Russell Duino, op. cit. p. 10.
9. B. Sengupta and B. Chalcravarty, Library, library science and 

librarianship (Calcutta 1 World Press, 1901)* p. 1?0.
10. Lawrence A. Allen , "Education of librarians", op. cit, p. 528
11. American Universities and Colleges, 12th edn. ed. by the American 

Council of Education (New York i.iffalter de Gruyter, d 983), p. 97.
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librarianship and to issue certificate of efficiency. Correspondence 

and p«o?t— time courses were ins tLtuted by the LA, "Education for the 

majority of librarians in this country was to be on a part-time 

basis, with all the attendant joys of sunnier schools, correspondence 

courses and evening classes.12 To remove the deficiencies of the 

part-time courses, just after three years of the formation of the 

association, the LA organised the annual conference and commissioned 

the leading l i b r a r i a n s with a to formulating the policies for

full-time schools in 1880.

In 1885, after eight years of foundation of LA the first eia- 

ninations in librarianship were held. The part-time education and 

examination process to issue certificates of efficiency did not 

fulfil the desired object of education for librarianship in UK. "The 

only exception to this came in I9 I9 with the establishment of the 

•choal of librarianship at London University which granted its own 

diploma in librarianship".

There was friction in the British library profession for some 

time because both the Library School and the LA were awarding 

diplomas, Actually, the School's curriculum was geared pretty much 

to the LA syllabus. The instruction called for by the syllabus was 

designed originally for workers in libraries who had poor basic 

education. Since 1924, however, the LA has insisted that candidates 

hold a General Certificate of Education as a basic requirement for 

entrance to the examinations.14 It is scarcely necessary to say more

12. Gerald Brantley, op. cit. p. 1?.
Ibid. p. 18.

14« Itussell Duino, op. cit. p. 1 4.
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in order to indicate the nature of the revolution in British library 

education brought about by the new schools since their achievements, 

in the face of difficulties created by their own inadequate resources 

on the one hand and widespread professional obscurantism of the other 

hand, have been remarkable. Their graduates are now to be founi in

senior positions in libraries of all types throughout the United

J 15 
Kingdom.

liany of the past* present and even future leaders of the 

profession in developing countries of East and West Africa, South 

Asia including Indo-Palc-Bangladeah subcontinent, the Carribean, and 

other parts of the world received their prfsssional education and 

inspiration in the overcrowded lecture rooms of school of librarian­

ship, University College, London (191?), Manchester Politechnic(1946), 

Loughborough (Technical) College (1946), Brighton Polytechnic (1946), 

New Caatle-upon-Tyne Polytechnic (1947). Leeds polytechnic (1947)* 

Ealing College of Higer Education (1949), City of Buminghaia Poly­

technic (1951), the polytechnic of North London (1951)- These schools 

conducted diploma courses16 and played an important role in raising 

the status of librarianship in Britain. In recent years their resour­

ces, in terms of teaching staff, programmes, and departmental libra­

ries, have improved considerably.

The London School of Librarianship remained the only full­

time British library School until 1963, when a post-graduate school

15. J. Clement Harrison, "Education for librarianship abroad: United
Kingdom,"Library T*«nds (19&3)* t °1* no. 2, p. 139.

16. UNESCO, World guide to library schools and training courses in 
’ documentation, 2nd ed. (Paris 1 Unesco, d968), pp.393-402.

8 9
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o f  l i b r a r i a n a h i p  nan eci t a b l i a h e d  a t  the  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S h e f f i e l d

( 1 ^ 6 4 ) .  O t h e r  new u n i v e r s i t y  s c h o o l s  a r e  : U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  o f

L i b r a r i a n s h i p  Vfales (I9 6 4) a t  A b e r y s t w y t h ,  Q u e e n ' s  U n i v e r s i t y ,

Belfast, School of library Studies (19^5) now Department of Library

17
and Information Studies. Loughborough University of Technology,

Department of Library and Information Studies was set up in 1972

18
as the development of former college. In. addition, there are 10 

non-university schools of librarianship which provide a two year 

course.

/  Today things are different —  education for librarianship ia

recognised as an academic activity. A "good" i.e. honours degree 

remains the major prerequisite for acadeaic equatior( faculty statue) 

in Britain. The results of equation are good salary scales which 

attract good quality recruits. *rhere are 45 universities teaching 

library and information stadies in Britain. In British universities

t h e  l i b r a r i e s  t e n d  t o  n i r r o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  i . e .  t h e r e
t

is more collegiality and tendency to submerge the traditional

. 19pattern of functional organisation.

The present improved courses of studies in some leading 

universities, including the Library Association, of Britain will 

be discussed in seetion^. of ehapter 6.

17* Russell Duino, op. cit. p.
18. UNESCO, 2nd edu.op. cit. p. 396.
1J, ftussell Duino, op. cit. pp. 14-15*
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I N D I A

Pre-independence period i 1911-1947

9 1

Library education was practically non-existent in undivided

India when Pakistan and Bangladesh were part of India,n subcontinent

during British rule. "The first full-time professional librarian"

says N. G. Chakravarty, "appointed to take charge of a modern

library In India was a Britisher, Mr. John Macfarlane of British

Museum. Mr. Macfarlane took charge of the newly established Imperial

Library at Calcutta (now the National Library of India) in 1?03. For

obvious reasons he took upon himself the task of training the ataff

20
of the Imperial Library in modern library techniques". It is

evident that John Macfarlane must have taught library methods to

his collegues before he could bringout the catalogues. The Indian

Conference of Libraries, Lahore, January 4-8, I9 I8 made a reference

21
to this training.

However, the formal training, in this part of the world,

started in 1911. William AJ.anson Borden who came to Baroda in 1?10

to develop a public library system in the princely state of Baroda

needed trained staff to run the library system. Himself trained

in library techniques in Boston Athenaeum under the Charles A. Gutter,

he started a library class in March 1911 in the Central Public Library,

22
Boroda. The starting pf a library school in Baroda State in 1911 

marks the beginning of formal education for librarianship in India.

20. il.C. Chakravarty, Education for librarianship—  a survey, IA3LIC 
Tech. Pamph, no. 2, (1^66), p. 2 9.

21. All India Conference of libraries, Lahore, January 4-8, 1?1B, 
Proceedings, p. 29­

22. Anis Khurshid, Standard for library education in Burma, Ceylon,
India and Pakistan (Ph.D. thesis in microfilm), University of 
Pittsburg, I9 6 9, p. 346.
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This school was directed by 'rfilliara A. Borden an American Librarian

e n g a g e d  by t h e  r u l e r  o f  B a r o d a  t o  o r g a n i s e  t h e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  o f

the state. Boroden knew that the success of any library service

depended upon the supply of trained librarians and began a series

of library classes. He had been a student of Melvil Dewey and *any

of the characteristics of the Columbia Library School were introduced

23
i n t o  I n d i a  t h r o u g h  h i s  s y s t e m  o f  t r a i n i n g .

In the meantime, Asa Don Dickenson received his assignment in 

India. This assignment, unlike Borden's specially required him "to 

teach (of course, besides organising the Punjab University Library) 

modern methods to as many of the librarians of the Punjab as could, 

be gathered together” Like Borden, Dickenson undertook to orga­

nise the university library with the help of some twenty-five young 

librarians who were first instructed in the rudiments of modern 

library techniques. Secondly, he organised a course leading to a 

Certificate in Library Science. This class assembled at a short 

notice (in the autum of 19 15) consisted of the staff of the University 

Library and Librarians *f the local colleges. Library Science 

Certificate Course of 1?15 in the University of Punjab is a land­

mark in the history of library education at university level in India, 

The course remained suspended during the two years following Dicken­

son's departure in I9 I6 .

23. K. S. Umapathy, "iiducation for librarianship in India’1, Interna­
tional Library Review (London : 1977), vol. 9 , no. 3, pp.289-90.

24. Asa Don Dickenson, "On His Majesty’s Service only", p. 132.
Quoted by Anis Khurshid. Ph. D. thesis op. cit. p. 350.
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After Dickenson's departure ... the firat class, held in 

IJIJ, attracted twenty four students, and fourteen of these were 

later awarded a Certificate in Modern Library Methods. The course

Dr. 3. !t. flanganathan was a student of Library Science at the school 

of Librarianship in the University College, London, he saw the 

British Libraries in action and equipped himaelf both with theori- 

tical knowledge as well as with practical experience of librarian-

I ehip. He appeared on the scene in January 19^4* he gave an oriental 

l| touch to Library Science education in India.

In 1929 the Madras Library Association, in conjunction with 

the University of Madras, began a three month certificate eourse 

in librarianship. The classes were inspired by Dr. 3. ft. ftanganathan, 

the then university librarian . 26 It, however, assumed nore impor­

tance and recognition when the University of Madras introduced

short term Certificate Course in 193^  the one year graduate

28
Diplo*a Course on full—tine basis in 1 9 3 7 »  The University of 

Madras took over this prograa in 1937 and changed the certificate 

course to a one year graduate diploma course and thus becane the 

first Indian University to offer a comprehensive course in Library 

science. The Bengal Library Association established a regular Certi-

fica te  Course in 1 » 7 .2’  I*  »«» 3. It. Ban*anathan, the Librarian
----------------------------------- -

liSLIC special publication no. 5> part II  ̂ PP* 'u-11.
28. G e r a l d  B r a m l e y ,  op. cit. p. 118.

S e e  also. K. S .  Umapathy, op. cit. p. 2 9 0 .
29. Ibid. . —

was held again in 1920 and in alternative years thereafter.
25
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o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a d r a s ,  who toolc  g r e a t  p a i n s  and d i r e c t e d  a l l  

h i a  e n e r g i e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  - f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  i n  

l i b r a r i a n s h i p  on a  u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l . ^  T h i s  e x a n p l e  was f o l l o w e d  by  

Bombay,  D e l h i ,  and o t h e r  l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  B a n a x a s  Hindu U n i v e r ­

s i t y  s t a r t e d  a  D i p l o m a  C o u r s e  i n  194^* C a l c u t t a  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1 ? 4 5 »  

Bombay and D e l h i  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1 } 4 6 .

P o s t - i n d e p e n d e n c e  P e r i o d  ; 1 9 4 7  &nd A f t e r

i f i t h  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  v a r i o u s  p ro gr am m es  w ere  

p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  T h o u s a n d s  o f  new s c h o o l s ,  

h u n d r e d s  o f  new c o l l e g e s  and a  d o * e n  o f  new u n i v e r s i t i e s  came i n t o
31

existence a f t e r  1 9 4 7 ,  613 a reBult o f  n a t i o n w i d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  u p h e a v a l .

T h e r e  we re  a b o u t  2 0  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  1 ? 4 7 j  t h i s  number r o s e  t o  4 7  i n

I 5 6 O and t o  a b o u t  121 i n  1 9 7 7 -  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  s c h o o l s  a l s o  j r e w

32
p a r a l l e d  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .

I n  1 9 4 7  D e l h i  b e g a n  t o  o f f e r  D i p l o n a  c o u r s e  i n  L i b r a r y  

S c i e n c e .  D e l h i  was t h e  f i r s t  t o  c r e a t e  a  s e p a r a t e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  

L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e ,  and i n  1 9 5 8  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  L i b r a r y  

S c i e n c e ,  t h e  f i r s t  l i b r a r y  s c h o o l  t o  be s e t  up u n d e r  t h e  a c a d e m i c  

and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  o f  u n i v e r s i t y *  I t  was an a s s o c i a t e  

p r o j e c t  o f  UNKSCO. C u r r e n t l y  ( b y  1 9 7 7 ) ,  t h i r t y - e i g h t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

l o c a t e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s  o f  I n d i a  o f f e r  p r o g r a m s  l e a d i n g  I to  a  

d e g r e e  i n  L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e .  Some u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f f e r  p r o g r a m s  l e a d i n g  

t o  M a s t e r ' s  and D o c t o r ' s  d e g r e e s  i n  L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e .  T h e r e  h a a

3 0 .  K. S .  H in gw e,  o p .  c i t .  p .  1 1 .
31. Ibid.
32. liohinder Singh, op. cit. p. 161.
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been a rapid expansion of professional education for librarianship 

at the unireraity level since 1.j60,a.^-^ "Out of aore than 120 

universities in India no less than 42 have departments of Library

Science which turn out over 1400 <Aualified librarians every year 

who get absorbed in the p r o f e a s i o n a l  stream".^4 Today, Library 

Science education has sound foundation in I n d i a  and has gone quite 

fax in research and other activities in the field of librarianship.

PAKISTAN

The Indian subcontinent, when achieved independence from 

British rule in August, 1947» was divided into two separate state* 

in the name of India and Pakistan. At that tine very few notable 

libraries came in the share of palcistan, Pakistan being a new 

born state was facing many problems of utmost importance, so due 

attention oould not be given to the development of libraries.

Pakistan availed herself of the opportunity of minimum 

facilities of library education that existed during undivided 

India till August 1547- So, the history of library education in 

Pakistan can be traced from I9 I5 when Asa Don Dickenson, an 

American Librarian established the first Library Science C"erti- 

ficate Training Course at the University of Punjab, Lahore.

After Dickenson's departure in 1?16, the course was again started

33. K. 3. Umapathy, op. cit. p. 290.
34. A, K. Anand, "Continuing library education in the nineteen

eighties," Jl. of Lib. & Inf. Sc, (Delhi: 1?80) vol. 5, 2,
P. 133.

35. liuhaiBmad Anwar, "Graduate study In library science in Pakistan* 
a statistical analysis", The Eastern Librarian 0  970), vol. IV, 
no. 4, P> 247*

9 5
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i n  1 920  and t h e r e a f t e r  i t  waa h e l d  i n  a l t e r n a t i v e  y e a r .

The p a r t i t i o n  o f  I n d o - P a k  s u b c o n t i n e n t  i n  1 9 4 7  b r o u g h t  an

end t e m p o r a r y ,  t o  t h e  D i c k e n s o n ' s  S c h o o l  a t  L a h o r e  i n  P a k i s t a n .

Thus t h e  n e w l y - e r e a t e d  s t a t e  o f  P a k i s t a n  did,  n o t  h a v e  any t r a i n i n g

f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  i t s  b o u n d a r i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  B a s t  P a k i s t a n ,  p r e s e n t

Bangladesh). India, however, continued to develop its prograa at

36
t h e  D e l h i  L i b r a r y  S c h o o l  ( 1 9 4 7 ) .  D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1 ? 4 7 - 1 9 4 9  

P u n j a b  s c h o o l  was c l o s e d .  I n  t h e  m e a n t im e  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  waa f o r m e d  

a t  L a h o r e  i n  194B known a s  P u n j a b  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  and s t a r t e d  

a C e r t i f i c a t e  C o u r s e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a ­

t i o n ,  Lon don  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  London  t r a i n e d  l i b r a r i a n

57
U r .  F a s  a l  E l a h i ,  H. A . . D . L .  S c . ,  F . L .  A. ( L o n d o n ) ,  i n  1 9 4 9 -

The P u n j a b  L i b r a r y  S c h o o l ,  when r e o p e n e d  i n  1 9 5 0 ,  d i d  n o t
30

d e v i a t e  f r o m  i t s  e a r l i e r  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  d u r a t i o n  and

c o u r s e s  o f  s t u d y  ( t w o  m o n t h s 1 c l a s s  room l e c t u r e s ,  f o l l o w e d  by

t h r e e  m o n t h s ’ p r a c t i c a l  l i b r a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  

39nl i b r a r y  work

O ve r  t h e s e  y e a r s  P a k i s t a n  h a s  b e e n  a b l e  t o  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  

t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  l i b r a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h o s e  who b u i l t  t h e  l i b r a r y  

e d u c a t i o n  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  had t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  e i t h e r  a t  

t h e  P u n j a b  L i b r a r y  S c h o o l  ( S .  V.  H u s s a i n ,  K h a j a  Nur E l a h i ,  and  

Abdus S u b h a n  Q a s i a i )  o r  u n d e r  R a n g a n a t h a n  a t  t h e  D e l h i  L i b r a r y  

S c h o o l  ( A b d u l  U o i d )  o r  u n d e r  K. U. A s a d u l l a  a t  t h e  I m p e r i a l  L i b r a r y  

( S .  J a m i l  N a q v i ) .  Some o f  them a r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b e f o r e

5 6 .  An is  K h u r s h i d ,  P h .  D. T h e s i s ^ o p .  c i t .  p .  3 7 7 *
3 7 .  C f .  Ibid. p .  3 8 2 .
3 8 .  I b i d .  p .  3 8 1 .
39 »  G e r a l d  B r a m l e y ,  o p .  c i t .  p .  1 1 8 .
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they started the library schools. A few others who did not have any

indigenous training were also sent to the United States and the

United Kingdom. On their return, they also started library training 

40
pro gr am s.

The work done at Lahore had ita effects at Karachi, which 

theabeing the seat of the Pakistan Government, had grown into a 

big city. Several government and research departments, the federal 

university, the colleges and the learned societies built up food 

library collections, so that, by Karachi had. good many lib­

raries but no effective service, mainly because the libraries lacked 

in trained personnel. In an attempt to meet this dificiency the 

Karachi Library Association (formed in 1?49) started a School of 

Librarianship in 1952 with kr. U. Shafi as its director. The school 

till offers a four-months' Certificate Course for the training of 

library assistants and is open for adnission to thoBe who have 

passed the Intermediate (Arts) examination of any recognised uni­

versity. Library workers who are Matriculates and have put in two 

years service in a library are also admitted.

In 1^56 , a library school offering a more comprehensive 

training program was established at the University of Karachi under 

the direction of its university librarian, Abdul Uoid, who received 

his training in the United States. The school for the first time 

in the country, offered a post-graduate Diploma Course.

40. Anis Khurshid, op. cit. p. 381.
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In 1?5?» the Punjab University Library School at Lahore 

changed its Certificate Course into a Post-graduate Diploma Course 

of one academic year on full-time basis.

The third university to start a course in Library Science in 

West Pakistan (now Pakistan) was the University of Peshawar. It first 

offered a short terra course of three months' duration in 1 9 5 6* After 

a lapse of six years (1?62) the University started another (post­

graduate diploma) course of one academic year which continued to be 

offered since then.^ The fourth university to start a Diploma 

Course at post-graduate level in 1?70 was the University of Sind. 

Since 1?62 Mater's Degree in Library Science had been introduced, 

in these universities in addition to Diploma Course and since 1}67- 

68 the Doctorate pr#^ranme leading to Ph. D. in Library Science 

was introduced.^

BANGLADESH

Bangladesh had libraries, discussed in chapter 2, in the 

middle of the nineteenth century but it was regrettable to note 

that there was no growth of technique of librarianship which was 

the very foundation for development and management of library.

Hence, the first part of the twentieth century may be termed as 

the 'darkage' so far as education for librarianship in Bangladesh 

is concerned.

4"*. Ibid. pp. 384-86.
42. A. koid, "Purpose for the conference", Two-day working conference 

on the development of libraries and manpower needs in Pakistan. 
November, 10-1?, 1?60 (Karachi : SPIL, 1?68), p. 6 .

9 8
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During the early fifties Bangladesh experienced an unwhole­

some and suffocating situation when she had the institutions of 

libraries but not the philosophy and techniques of librarianship. 

The concept of librarianship and the necessity of Library Science 

education was felt intensively. There were many who felt that it 

was high time to plunge into library science education. The aware­

ness of the urgent necessity of library science education was dis- 

creable among the broad spectrum of educated community but the only 

thing needed was the leasership and initial momentum. The growth 

and existence of libraries in various kinds warranted the necessity 

of education f o r  librarianship in Bangladesh, But the country had 

to wait for some time more, Even after the partition of Indian 

subcontinent in 1 ? 4 7  when Bangladesh became the part of sovereign 

state of Pakistan, no major and consistent step was taken to ameli­

orate the deplorable paucity of trained library personnel, is such 

the existing libraries continued to be managed by untrained perso­

nnel who had neither the general background nor technical know-how 

even to run the routine operation.

To conclude the journey of libraxy training and education 

from USA and UK to Indo-Pak-Bangladesh subcontinent, it is found 

that different information priorities in the library profession 

led to the institution of different kinds of library schools.

Also, different levels of complexity in the profession, from one 

country to another, led to different kinds of schools.
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Prom our studj^it may well be stated that there are too

many library schools in the United States, United Kingdom and

India; too few schools in Japan, Indonesia, Mexico, and much of

■o43continental Europe. Bangladesh falls within "too few library 

schools” group countries. We have observed the educational immi­

gration of hundreds of Chinese, Koreans and Indo-Palc-Bangladeshis 

to USA and UK for library education degrees.

4 3 .  Guy A, Haxco, " A rationale for International library education*,' 
International Library Review (London : Academic Press. 1977) 
vol. 9, no. 3 ,  P. 3 5 9 .
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3*2 BHAKA UHlVfiftSITY LIBJtAAY AtfD THE BEGINNING OF EDUCATION FOR 

LIBflAft-IAN3HIP IN BANGLADESH, 1947-1959

The B e g i n n i n g  o f  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  L i b r a r i a n s h i p  i n  B a n g l a d e s h

In 1947 Indian subcontinent was divided into India and 

Pakistan and Pakistan comprised Bast and West Pakistan. The Library 

situation, at the time, in the whole of Pakistan including East 

Pakistan (present Bangladesh) was deplorable.|The collection of 

the Dacca University Library was 1,03,315 printed volumes and over 

25,000 manuscripts when Mr. Fasal Elahi, U. A., F.L.A., jointed as 

Librarian in 195^» He found skeleton staff, dearth of trained per­

sonnel, shortage of qualified librarians and the collection of 

library was not scientifically organised and the system of book 

classification in such a large library as the library of the Dacca 

University was not uniform. Mr. Fasal Elahi was one of the seniormost 

and qualified librarians in the country. He,on joining, also found 

that the bookshelves of the library were not placed in proper sequence 

and there was a great «ongestion in the stack-room and elsewhere. At 

that time serious efforts were being made as far as possible to 

re—organise the locations of some classes of books and to provide 

plans and guides to make all classes of publications more easily 

accessible to those who were allowed entry into the stack-rooms.

The Dewey Decimal Classification system which is one of the 

universally known systems, was introduced only in 1952 when by far 

the greater portion of the book-stock numbering about one hundred 

thousand books had already been catalogued under an older subject
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classification. nowever, since 1*58 new arrivals had. been and were 

being classified under Dewey Decimal Classification system.^ In 

the midst of such prevailing situation of the library the busy 

Librarian, Air. Fasal Jsilahi felt the need of introducing library 

education in the University.

First Certificate Course in Librarianship, 1?52

Librarianship Training Course in Bangladesh started in the

year 1952 when the First Certificate Course in Librarianship of

three months' duration was instituted at the Dacca University

Library by Mr. Fasal Elahi, the then Librarian of Dacca University.

A l l  t h e  c l a s s e s  w ere  t a k e n  by Mr.  F a s a l  E l a h i  a l o n e  who, o f  c o u r s e ,

was one of the seniormost and best Qualified librarians in Pakistan.

The course, however, was discontinued sine die (after one session)

as the University authority was not then in a position to act on

the urgent necessity of training personnel for library service in

a 5
the newly created state of Pakistan. The course content was classi­

fication and cataloguing (theory and practice), bibliography and 

reference work, library administration and organisation, general 

knowledge and language test. Three candidates passed the course. 

Although this course was of short duration and trained only three 

personnel yet it is significant as the first course in Librarian­

ship in present-day Bangladesh.

44. D a c c a  University, Annual Reports, 1950—51. p. 26; 1952—5 3. p. 28;
1 9 5 3 - 5 4 .  P .  4 5 .
S e e  a l s o .  Ud. Abdus Samad,  " T h e  D a c c a  U n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  t o d a y " ,  
D a c c a  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  B u l l e t i n  (1957)» v o l .  1, n o .  1, p. 8.

45* C. Chanda, "Certificate course in librarianship", Dacca 
University Library Bulletin (195S), vol. 2, no. 2, p. 12.
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£he First Certificate Course of was discontinued after

one session. Trherefore, the major libraries in the province of Bast 

Pakistan (present Bangladesh) had to be contented with the obsolete 

and stereotyped methods which gave rise to several complications 

against efficient library services. In order to introduce modern 

methods of librarinship in this part of Pakistan (now Bangladesh), 

the authority made a provision for higher education and training 

of practising librarians. Accordingly, in the year 1?53 higher 

training facilities for library education were made available under 

the Technical Assistance Programme of the Colombo Plan to two prac­

tising librarians (i) Mr, Abdur Rahman Uirdah (then Librarian, 

Ahsanullah Engineering College, Dhaka) for training in New Zealand 

and (ii) Mr. A. B. M. Shamsul Ha<iue (Librarian and Keeper of records, 

Secretariat Library, Dhaka) for training in Australia.

In 1954 two eminent scholars were deputed for foreign trai­

ning in Library Science, They were (i) Mr. Ahmed Hussain (D. P. I's 

nominee and on return Librarian, Central Public Library, Dhaka) 

for training in USA, (ii) Mr. M. S. Khan (Librarian designate, Dhaka 

University Library) for ttraining in U K . ^

4 6. Abdur Hahman Mirdah, "Fourteen years in librarianship in Bast 
Pakistan 1952-1?65", in Pakistan librarianship 1965—64 ed. by 
M. Siddii Khan (Dacca : Pakistan Library Association, 1565),
P. 45.

Higher education and Training in Librarianship
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Provision for Regular Certificate Course

Considering the merits of the First Certificate Course in 

Librarianship conducted by the Librarian, Dhaka University Library 

in 1 9 5 2, the university authority made a provision for the insti­

tution of Certificate Course in Librarianship in the University of 

Dhalca under the supervision of the Librarian. The rules and regu- 

lationsfor Certificate Course in Librarianship were thus provided 

in the 'Dacca University Ordinance and Regulation' in 1957  ̂ chapter 

XXV-A, part Xllt

1. An examination for the Certificate Course in Librarianship 

shall be held annually at Dacca, and shall commence on such date

and at such time as the Executive Council may determine from tine 

to time.

2. The Certificate Course in Librarianship shall extend over 

a period of three months, the exact period to be determined and 

notified by the Librarian in consultation with the Committee for 

training in Librarianship to be set up by the Academic Council at 

the beginning of each session, at least one month before the date 

of commencement of the training classes. The course shall be under 

the Faculty of Arts.

3. No candidate shall be admitted to the course unless he 

has passed the Matriculation Examination of the East Pakistan 

Secondary Education Board or any other examination recognised as 

equivalent thereto.

4* No candidate shall be allowed to appear at the Examina­

tion unless he has : (a) produced a certificate from the Librarian 

to the effect (i) that he has completed the prescribed course of 

training (ii) that he has attended not less than 7 5$  of the lec­

tures (iii) that he is fit person to be admitted to the examination.
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(b) paid, the fee for the course in full to the Registrar. Provided

that shortage of percentage of attendance at lectures may be con­

doned for very special reasons by the Vice-Chancellor on the reco-

r a e n d a t i o n  of t h e  C o m m i t t e e  for t r a i n i n g  i n  L i b r a r i a n s h i p .

5. The fee for the course including the examination fee, 

shall be R s .  35/* payable at the time of admission. In special 

cases, on the recommendation of the Librarian, a candidate may

be allowed to pay the fee in two instalments Rs. 20/- at the time 

of admission and As. 15/— least one month thereafter on a date 

to be notified by the Registrar. A candidate who fails to pass or 

to present himself for examination, shall not be entitled to a 

refund of the fee; but such a student may be permitted to appear 

at the examination on a subsequent occasion within three years 

of his completing the course, on payment of an additional fee

of R s .  15/-*

6. English shall be the medium of instruction and 

examination.

7. The examination shall be both written and practical in 

accordance with the prescribed syllabus. The paper setters and 

examiners shall be appointed by the Academic Council of the 

University on the recommendation of the Librarianship Training 

Committee.

8. The subjects of the examination and the distribution of 

marks shall be as follows : (a) Classification 2 papers - theore­

tical and practical (150), (*0 Cataloguing 2 papers - theoretical 

and p r a c t i c a l  ( 1 5 0 ) ,  (0) Library Administration 1 paper (100),

( d )  Book S e l e c t i o n ,  B i b l i o g r a p h y  and R e f e r e n c e  work 1 p a p e r  (100),

( e )  G e n e r a l  k n o w le d g e  (JO), (f) L a n g u a g e  r e a d i n g  t e a t ,  Urd u o r  

B e n g a l i  o r  D e v n a g r i  ( 5 0 ) .

9. The minimum number of marks required to pass this 

examination shall be 40 percent in each paper, theoretical or 

practical, and 50 percent in the aggregate. Candidate who obtains
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66 percent of the marks in the aggregate shall be declared to have 

passed the examination with distinction and the rest of the succ­

essful candidates to have simply passed (irithout any class).

10. The librarian shall be the officer in charge for the 

management of the course subject to the general control of the 

Librarianship Training Committee.

11. The syllabus of the different subjects of the course

shall be prescribed by the .Academic Council on the recommendation
i T

of the Committee for training in librarianship.

Fulbrlght Course in Librarianship

The regular Certificate Course in Librarianship extending 

over a period of three months' duration thus started in the Dhaka 

University Library with the assistance of the Fulbright scholars.

So the course was said to have been called ,lI|,ulbright Crourse in

i
Librarianship". i

In 1955-56,the teaching programme in librarianship was begun 

by Fulbright scholars in Library Science deputed to Dacca University 

Library by the United States Educational Foundation (USEF) in 

Pakistan. The course was conducted under the supervision of the 

Librarian, Dacca University Library according to rules and regula-
]

tionsas provided in the Dacca University Ordinance and Regulations. 

Though Matriculation wag the req,ui»lte qualification for admission
I

yet persons with higher (lualification employed in libraries were also 

admitted to the course.

4 7 .  Dacca University, The Calendar, vol. I t University .Act, statute? 
ordinaces and regulations (Dacca * University i of Dacca, 1?57),
PP. 251-53.
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The First ffulbright Course started in the academic year 

^955~56 when Miss Mildred L. Methvun, a Fulbri^ht Lecturer in 

Library Science department to the Dacca University Library by the 

United States Education Foundation in Pakistan. Miss Uethvan held 

a course of three months' duration on g e n e r a l  library work in the 

Dacca University. A number of persons from the library staff atten­

ded the short course.

Professor Nafis Ahmed, H.A., Ph. D., (London), (Professor 

of Geography and acting Librarian, Dhaka University), handed over 

charge of the Library to Mr. k. 3. Khan, U. A,, B. L., F. A. Hist.

S. (London), on the return of the latter after completion of his
iQ

training in Librarianship in Great Britain in June 1956.

The Second Fulbright Course started during the year 1956-57

when the United States Education foundation in Pakistan deputed 

Miss Vivan Prince to Dacca University Library. Kiss Vivan Prince, 

Associate Professor in Library Science, University of Florida, 

organiised short course in basic cataloguing and classification.

A number of library staff was deputed to take this course. Of them 

6 passed the examination at the end of the course including two

who were placed in the First Class.

The m a i n  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  was ( i )  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  

L i b r a r i a n s h i p ,  ( i i )  B o o k s  and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  ( i i i )

Use and theory of catalogue, (iv) Subject analysis of materials

(v) Problems of selection of entry, (vi) Classification, (vii) Appli-

48. Dacca University, Annual Report, 1955-56 (Dacca j University 
of Dacca, 1956), p. 12.
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cation of classification to major field of knowledge, (viii) Making 

of catalogue, (i*) Place of library in the curriculum and (i) Library 

standards for educational institutions.

This course was open to librarians and library workers of 

affiliated colleges, government institutions and departments and 

also limited number of outsiders. Classes were held twice a week 

after office hours. Successful candidates were given certificates 

after completion of the course.

Sponsored by the Asia Foundation, six university students 

took practical training by working part-time in the library. This 

not only provided assistance to some deserving students in diffi­

cult financial circumstance but has also created a reserve of

library workers whose experience may be of some value-to libraries

49in future.

During the Third Course in 1957~58» the US.BF in Pakistan 

deputed Mrs, ffllla Boysworth, Head Librarian, Huntington College, 

Montgomery, Alabama, USA, to conduct a course in H, eference Work, 

being one of the aspects of library science in co-operation with 

this Library. Certificates for the successful completion of the 

course were given to thirty persons. Four members of our library 

staff took the training and two of them were placed first and 

second in the First Division.

The Asia Foundation also sanctioned a grant of money in the 

session for the award of stipends to students who were taking pacrt—

49* Dacca University, Annual Report, 1956-57 (Dacca* University of 
Dacca, 1957)* PP* 20-21.
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time library training in order to assist the library in the perfor­

mance of some routine duties as well as to extend assistance to 

students in severe financial circumstances. Eight students enjoyed 

the stipends in the session and acquired a fair amount of library 

experience. The project would be continued in the session 1958-59

but had to be financed by the University or some of their agencies

50
if it desired to continue it beyound that period.

In 1958-59, for th* fourth year in succession, due to the 

generous assistance of the USEF in Pakistan, another Fulbright 

library Grantee vix. Uiss Letitia Willet was attached to tne 

Library and conducted the youth Course in school Librarianship in 

which subject she is a specialist. This opportunity was taken by 

the Dacca University to widen the scope of Library Science tea­

ching in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) as sponsored by the Dacca 

University Library so that a number of schools in the (then) pro­

vince was enabled to depute teachers for training as school lib­

rarians. This was done in consultation and close co-operation with 

the Director of Public Instruction, Government of Bast Pakistan 

and the Special Officer on Duty for the Development of Libraries 

in East Pakistan.

Three members of the library staff took this training and 

after passing their examinations duly received their certificates. 

They are likely to prove to be more useful members of the Library 

after thus qualifying themselves. The scheme of employing Univer-

50. Dacca University, Annual Jieport, 1957-58* pp. 55-36.
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oity a tudflnts an part-time library ntaff subnidi*ed by ntipends 

given by the Asia Foundation was continued during: the session and 

a number of students worked in the library in this way. The library 

feels that due to the generous support of Asia Foundation it has 

been able to do something for a number of poor students who might 

otherwise have been forced, if not to discontinue their studies 

totally, at least, to suffer greatly. In return the students did 

useful work, some indeed quite valuable work. As an expression of 

their appreciation of the operation of the project, the Asia Founda­

tion has agreed to continue the scheme for the next session in 

1959-60. In this connection, it may be mentioned that university 

authorities have also recognised the principle of employing deser­

ving students as part-time workers and thereby helping them to

work their way as paxt-time cataloguers in the libraxy and their

51
services have proved to be extremely useful.

Success of the First and Fulbright Courses.

The success of the First and the Four Fulbright Certificate 

courses' programme resulted in the production of the following 

sub-professional manpower who were urgently required for the orga^ 

nl*atlon of existing libraries of the country in a systematic way.

The total sub-professional manpower produced by the First Certificate 

Course In 1952 and the four Fulbright Course*in Libraxianship held 

in the Dhaka University Libraxy from 1955 to 1959 under the super­

vision of the Librarian, as described earlier, is now

51. Dacca University, Annual Report, 1958-59, PP. 54-55-
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shown below in a consolidated, form in table - I.

Table - I

Results of the first and Four fulbright Courses

Year Name and no. of courses Ho. of persons trained

1952 First Certificate Course 3

1955-56 First Fulbright Course 8

1956-57 Second Fulbright Course 35

1957-58 Third Fulbright Course 30

1958-59 Fourth Fulbright Course 54

Total 110

The Fulbright courses drew the attention of a large number

of candidates who were interested in librarianship. There waa no 

training facility apart from this course available in Bangladesh 

until 1958 when the East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) Library Associa­

tion instituted Certificate Course in Library Science. The Fulbright 

Course in Librarianship from 1955 to 1959 produced 110 sub-profe­

ssional manpower in total. So these course played a significant 

role in training the sub-professional manpower of libraries for 

sometime in Bangladesh. Since 1955 the Fulbright Grantees, one 

after another, vis : (1) Miss Mildred L. Methvan, 1955-36, (I)

Miss Vivan P rin ce , 195^—57* (3 )  lira. Vfilla Boysworth, 1957-58,

(4 ) Kiss Latitia Willett, 1959—59* had been imparting training in 

aspects of library science each year. Not only the staff of the 

Dhaka University Library had been benefited by such training but
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also the staff of the various major libraries of Bangladesh. These 

American Librarians stirred us up from the stupor in which we had 

so long been and brought back to us enthusiasm and interest in 

practical library work and theoretical Library Science. The part 

played by these scholars to inspire library personnel in Bangladesh 

and to make them library-minded, must be recorded with great 

appreciation.

It is now obvious that the First Certificate Course of 

Librarianship in Bangladesh in 1^52 laid profound impact on library 

education and training for future librarianship in Bangladesh 

though the course was of short duration and the trainees were few 

in number* Aa an initial course, it is attached much importance in 

the sense that it paved the way for future growth of library edu­

cation in the country in order to remove obsolete and stereotyped 

methods of library practices. The syllabi of the course were based 

on practical implications of prevailing library system and services 

in the country.

In view of the attainments of the course, the university 

authority was encouraged to make a provision for the institution 

of regular Certificate Course in Librarianship. .Accordingly, the 

four Certificate Courses were conducted successively under the 

supervision of the Librarian, Dhaka University Library, with the 

help of Fulbright scholars from 1955 to These courses bear

a good testimony to the growth and development of library system 

and services in the country as the main objective of the course
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wua immediately to train up bnaioally the in-oorvice library 

personnel of different libraries in the then Bast Pakistan, now 

Bangladesh. The accomplishment of the course convinced the uni­

versity authority and that ultimately led to the institution of 

one year post-graduate Diploma Course in Library Science in the 

University of Dhaka under the direction and guidance of its UK 

trained Librarian, Mr. U. 3. Khan, from the session 1959-60.

The accomplishment of the courses contributed much impact 

on the profession and its leaders as well. The patrons of libraries 

also lauded the systematic methods which were heing deployed in 

libraries with the help of the newly trained personnel. Having 

been convinced with the success of the course, the then East 

Pakistan (new Bangladesh) Library Association started a six 

months' regular Certificate Course at undergraduate level from 

October 1950. Hr. M» 3. Khan, the then Librarian of the Dhaka 

University and also the President of the Library Association 

instituted and conducted the (i) undergraduate certifacte course 

of the Association in 1?5B and the (ii) post-graduate Diploma Course 

in Library Science in the University of Dhaka in 1959 as Director 

and Head of the Courses respectively.

113
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3:3 EAST PAKISTAN LIMAflY ASSOCIATION AND EDUCATION FOA 

LIBfl M l  ANSHIf, 1958-1970

Pre-Independence Period (1958-70)

Background

In December 1924 All India Library Conference discussed 

the establishment of Library Association in every province. The 

delegates from Bengal, under the presidentship of Late Deshabandhu 

Chittaranjan Das, got the resolution carried as they were deter­

mined to start a Library Association in their own province. A 

General Committee for the purpose was apponted in the same session 

and Poet flabindra Nath Tagore and Sri Sushil Kumer Ghosh were 

selected the Chairman and the Secretary of the Committee respecti­

vely, Soon after (20.12.1925) a huge meeting of library-workers and 

sysmathisers was convened at the Albert Hall at Calcutta under the 

charmanship of Late J. A. Chapman, the then Librarian of the Impe­

rial Library, Culcutta. The All Bengal Library Association was 

formally formed in 1?25. In January 1928 the 2nd All Bengal Library

Conference was convened at Calcutta where delegates from various

52
districts attended and important papers were ... read. The 2ni

All Bengal Library Conference discussed and passed many important

resolutions. One of the resolutions read : " the Universities of

Dacca and Calcutta were requested to arrange for Extension Lectures

on Library Administration and allied subjects —  on the models of

Extension Lectures undertaken by Western Universities. The Local

Government and the Director of Public Instruction were requested 
t

52. Subodh Kumer Mookerjee, Development of libraries and library 
science in India (Calcutta : World Press, 1 9 6 9), pp. 33-34.
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to provide for regular grants to libraries in their respective 

budgets" . ^

The name of the Association was changed from All Bengal 

Library Association to Bengal Library Association. The membership 

of the Association extended to all over the state but after parti­

tion when about two thirds of Bengal have been separated and ceded

54
to Pakistan (in 1947), the membership has suffered terribly.

Establishment of East Pakistan Library Association and its Role

In 1?47 Pakistan received no share of books from important 

libraries of India at the division of the state assets. Library 

facilities then were entirely inadequate and fax below the stan­

dard. The library situation in East and West Pakistan became dep­

lorable and inadequate in resources and organination. Libraries 

were ill-managed with skeleton staff mainly by untrained personnel.

However, for the development of any profession in any coun­

try an active and vigorous association of national character is 

a must. Professional Association is vital to the development of 

effective library situation. The idea of Pakistan Library Associat­

i o n  first came in mind to the leaders of the profession in 1954. 

Karachi led in founding the All Pakistan Library Association. Few 

meetings were held in Karachi. Representative from East Pakistan 

attended in the Second meeting when an ad-hoc committee was formed 

for the formation of Library Association on national basis. Thus 

Pakistan Library Association was founded in July 195&*

53. Ibid. p. 37.
54. Ibid. pp. 39-40.
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There wag a complete vacuum, especially in Kast Pakistan, 

in the field of professional training of Librarianship. Kith the 

creation of Pakistan in 1947 moat libraries in Indo-Pak subconti­

nent including the great National Library of India (the then Impe­

rial Library, Calcutta) by virtue of geographical location stayed 

in India, Dhaka University Library was then the only University 

Library in Hast Pakistan (now Bangladesh), The Registrar of the 

University worked as part-time Librarian. Prior to partition public 

libraries were very few and mostly held fictions. Private organi­

sations and autonomous bodies had small libraries. People were 

quite ignorant of library facilities and unaware of their right to 

demand financial assistance for libraries which were essential to 

meet their day to day requirements. The position of library was 

so miserable that concerted efforts from all quarters were nece­

ssary to organise library movement in East Pakistan (present 

Bangladesh),

It is not a new concept that the Library Association shoul­

ders the responsibility of library education for the betterment of 

the profession. Library Association is a homogenous body of working 

librarians formed with a common interest of library personnel and 

library services. Imbued with this idea "seven practising libra^ 

rians of Dacca assembled in 1?54 in Plassey Barracks and discussed 

library situation of East Pakistan and passed several resolutions 

to popularise library movement in co-operation with the Library of 

Dacca University and others who might be interested in libraries 

and librarianahip. The Librarians present in that remarkable meeting

1 1 6
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were j (i) Messrs. A. ft. Mirdah, (ii) A. ifi. M, Shamsul Huq, (iii)

Rakib Hossain, (iv) SiddiQ. Ahmed Chowdhury, (v) Jamil Khan, (vi) 

Khandaker Abdur Rab, (vii) Tafamsal Hossain".'^ This effort took 

the shape of library movement in the then Hast Pakistan now 

Bangladesh.

In the year 1955 ad-hoc committee was formed with 

Professor Dr. Nafis Ahmed, Head of the Department of Geography 

and the then part-time Librarian of the Dacca University as conve­

nor and other members of the Committee were Messrs. (1) Ahmed

Husain, (2) A. R. Mirdah, (3) A, M. Motahar Ali Khan, (4 ) Hakib

/ \ 56
Hossain and (5) Mrs. Nargis Jafar.

In June 1956, *br. H. S. Khan, Librarian, Dhaka University, 

joined the Association on his return from UK after training in 

Librarianship. A sub-committee was formed with Mr. Ahmed Hussain,

Mr. A. R. Mirdah and Mr. Rakib Hossain to draft a constitution.

They were assisted by fir. Shamsusaoha Ansari, Reader in Law, Dacca 

University. East Pakistan Library Association (EPLA) was formed on 

the basis of that constitution in 1956*

In 1957 the draft constitution was adapted in the First 

Annual General Meeting of the Association held in the United States 

Information Service (USIS) Auditorium. Most of the Librarians of 

Dacca city attended the meeting. The office bearers of the Association

55. Abdur Rahman Mirdah, "Fourteen years in librarianship in Hast 
Pakistan 1952-65", Pakistan Librarianship I963- 6 4, ed. by M.
Siddiq Khan (j)acca: Pakistan Library Association, 1 9 6 5), p. 40*

5 6. Abdur Rahman Mirdah, "Library movement in East Pakistan with 
special reference to iiast Pakistan Library Association 1947-1969" 
The Eastern Librarian, vol. IV, no. 1 (September, 1 9 6 9), p. 12. *
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Objectives t i) Promotion of Library service to the people in 

East Pakistan (now Bangladesh).

ii) Provision and promotion of library training 

facilities and research in Library Science.

iii) Improvement of the status and conditions of 

service of library personnel.

iv) Cooperation with library associations and asso­

ciations with similar aims in and outside the 

country with a view to advancing the cause of 

library service.

v) To take over the assests of any association or

institution having objectives similar to the
57objects of the Association.

Institution of Undergraduate Certificate Course in Library Science

Owing to deplorable condition of libraries and lack of 

trained personnel for the libraries in East Pakistan the Library 

Association, immediately after the election of the office bearers, 

de#ided to start a training course in accordance with the provi­

sion of the constitution and as such a sub-committee was formed 

for planning a Certificate Course in Librarianship at undergraduate 

level with Mr. M. S. Khan, Director and Mr. A. M. Motahar Ali Khan 

as convenor, on the submission of the report of the sub-committee, 

the Council of the fiast Pakistan Library Association formed a

57* -Bast Pakistan Library Association Records.

were elected to meet the following objectives of the constitution i
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six-member Committee of Courses in order to run the proposed course 

smoothly.

A sub-professional training course in Librarianship in Bast 

Pakistan (now Bangladesh), began with the institution of a regular 

undergraduate Certificate Course in Library Science sponsored by 

the then Jfiaat Pakistan Library Association. In October t?58, the 

East Pakistan Library Association, Dhaka, instituted a six months1 

Certificate Course in Librarianship in the former building of the 

East Pakistan Central Public Library, Dhaka, "One of the notable 

achievements in library education was the institution of a regular 

certificate course at undergraduate level in 1950 under the aus­

pices of JLPLA with Mr. M. S. Khan as Director of the course and

Mr. A. M. Motahar Ali Khan as Honorary Secretary of the Committee

58
of Course.

Curriculum and .TeachingStaff

The First Course in 195S was attended by working Librarians 

of Dhaka and these from outside. The curriculum included : Classi­

fication and Cataloguing - theoretical and practical, Book selec­

tion, Reference work, Administration and Organi*ation, School 

Libraries.

The classes were being taken in the evening by teachers 

delected for this purpose from the persons who were speciali*ed 

in certain subjects. The following teachers offered voluntary and

58. Abdur Rahman Mirdah, "Fourteen years in librarianship in East 
Pakistan 1352-1365"t in Pakistan Librarianship 1963- 6 4, p. 4 3.
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honorary service in their meagre leisure hours snatched from 

pressing duties in their respective libraries j (1) Mr. M. S. Khan 

Librarian, Dacca University, (2) Mr. A. R. Mirdah, Assistant Libra­

rian, Dacca University, (3) Mr. M. C. Chanda, Chief Cataloguer,

Dacca University Library, (4 ) Miss L. Willett, Fulbright Grantee 

(in her section), Dacca University, (5) Mr. Ahmed Hussain, Librarian 

East Pakistan Central Public Library, (6) Ur. Motahar Ali Khan, 

Assistant Librarian, East Pakistan Central Public Library, Dacca,

(7) Mr. Rakib flussain, Librarian, USIS Library, Dacca.

Here we may also mention the encouraging support and inte­

rest in the project evinced by that distinguished Librarian Mr.

J. A. Hulbert of USIS, Dacca. ^

After completion of the course thirteen successful candidates 

were distributed certificates in a befitting ceremony by Lt. General 

Mohammad Aiam Khan, the then Governor of East Pakistan on 2 4th 

December, I96Q on the opening day of the first conference of the 

East Pakistan Library Association jointly held with the third 

annual conference of the Pakistan Library Association.

Due to paucity of fund, Qualified teachers and non-availa­

bility of texts or reference books solely for the use of students 

and lack of central class rooms and other inconveniences, the num­

ber of trainees had been fixed to the maximum limit of twenty- 

five persons. Though there had been appreciable response from 

interested persons yet the number of seats for trainees wag limited

59* -V. C. Chanda, "Certificate Course in Librarianship", Dacca 
University Library Bulletin (1958), vol. 2, no. 2, p. 1 3.
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upto twenty-five till 1?65. Inspite of modest beginning, this trai­

ning was a pioneer venture with great potentiality and was decidedly 

a step forward towards the furtherence of the growth of better lib­

raries run on modern scientific lines, And the consequent future 

improvement in the dissemination of knowledge throughout the 

country.

Dhalca University Library, Central Public Library, U3IS 

Library and British council Library managed some text and reference 

books for the use of trainees. The Asia Foundation, on request of 

the Association, donated text books and offered financial assiss- 

tance for the reading materials of the trainees. Since 1?58 the 

Association had. been conducting the course regularly solely on the 

basis of its own resources. That was possible owing to honorary 

services offered by the teachers of the course and that was indeed 

a unique feature in the field of library development in the country. 

These courses have done valuable services to improve libraries in 

Hast Pakistan by producing trained library personnel.

In the year 1 9 6 5, the Committee of course extended the 

course to twice a year instead of once as before, and duration of 

the course was reduced from six months to four months. The sylla­

bi of the course were also slightly cut short with a view to cater­

ing for library hands on the one hand for small libraries and also 

for sub-professional hands for bigger libraries on the other but 

special care had been taken to keep the standard high. The course 

then included j Cataloguin (theory and practical), Classification 

(theory and practical), Administration and organiiation,Bibliograr-
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phy, fteferen.ce and Public Relations.
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Course Procedures

■Admission Requirements

ftigher Secondary Certificate (TT.S.C.) will be the least 

qualification for admission to the course on the basis of a written 

test.6  ̂ It is relaxable in case of a Secondary School Certificate 

(S.S.C.) holder working in a library for two years as it appears 

from the prospectus of tiie LAB. Applications are normally invited 

through press and in response to that advertisement candidates 

with requisite qualifications apply for admission test. Out of 

large number of applicants, now-a-days, fifty students are admitted 

to the course after proper test and interview. Classes are held in 

the evening between 4 and 7 P»m.

Instructions

Instructions were imparted in English before the liberation 

of Bangladesh and now it is in Bengali. Instructions are mixture 

of lecture, tutorial and practical works of classification and 

cataloguing. Students mainly depend on class lecture and textbooks 

available in LAB collections and surrounding major libraries, namely 

Central Public Library, Dhaka University Library, British Council 

Libraxy etc.

60. A. M. Motahar Ali Khan, "A brief report on the certificate 
course in library science, E. P. Lib. Association”, in some 
emergent problems of the book world in Pakistan t being the 
proceeding of the seminar organiied by the East Pakistan Lib­
rary Association and United States Information Centre, ed. by 
M. Siddiq than and Ray Pepers (Dacca iKPLA, I968), p. 154.

61. LAB. Constitution and Bye-laws (as adapted in the 4 th Annual 
General Meeting of the Association on 2 4th July 1?76) (Dacca* 
LAB, 1?76), p. 13.
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Examinations

A written examination of theoretical and practical papers is 

held at the end of the course. No student is allowed to appear at 

the examination unless he/she attended 75% of the classes. Tea­

chers of the course are quesfcion-setters and examiners of their 

respective papers. The success of the candidates depends on marks 

secured by them. A candidate is required to obtain 33% marks in 

each theoretical and practical paper to pass in the course Pinal 

.Examination.

Successful candidates are graded into division. 60% marks 

in average are required to have passed in the First Division, 45% 

marks for second Division and 36% marks for Third Division, C e r t i ­

ficates are, thus, awarded to successful candidates.

CoursesConducted by the EPLA During Pre-Independence Feriod(1958-^970)

The East Pakistan Library Association thus conducted fifteen 

Certificate Course at undergraduate level till the independence of 

Bangladesh with an output of 170 successful trainess as sub-profe­

ssional library personnel. A table showing the output of the course 

between 19 5^ an(l ^970 is depicted in table-II.
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C o u r s e s  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  J3PLA d u r i n g  p r e - i n d e p e n d e n c e  p e r i o d
62

o f  B a n g l a d e s h  ( 1 9 5 8 - 7 0 ) -

Table- IX

Y e a r No. of 
c o u r s e s

No. of 
e n r o l m e n t

No.
a p p e a r e d

No
p a s s e d

%

1 9 5 0 1 s t 21 17 13 7 6 . 5

19 6 1 2 nd 22 12 10 8 3 . 5

1 962 3r d 21 10 10 100

1 9 6 3 4 t h 2 4 15 15 100

1 9 6 4 5 t h 23 15 11 7 3 . 5

1 9 6 4 - 6 5 6 th 22 15 6 4 0

1 9 6 5 - 6 6 7 t h 2 8 11 8 7 2 . 7

19 66 8 t h 18 10 10 100

19 6 7 9 t h 19 7 7 100

1967 1 0 t h 18 13 7 5 5 . 8

1968 1 1 t h 22 15 7 4 6 . 6

1968 1 2 t h 31 18 11 6 1 . 1

1 9 6 9 1 3 t h 32 19 15 7 8 . 9

1 9 7 0 1 4 t h 2 5 17 15 7 6 . 5

1 9 7 0 1 5 t h 37 2 8 27 9 6 . 4

T o t a l 15 3 6 3 222 170

62. Abu Bakx Siddque, "Annual Report", in Some emergent problems
of the book world in Pakistan : being proceedings of the seminar 
organised by fiPLA and USIC ed. by M. Siddift Khan and Ray Pepers 
(Dacca * EPLA, 1?68), p. 122.

See also. The Eastern Librarian (Dacca; LAB, 1976), vol. X,p. H 6 .

See also. LAB Records : (i) Students' Attendence Register*.
(ii) Examinations' Result Sheets.
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3:4 LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF BANGLADESH AND EDUCATION FOR 

' LlBRARJLAHSnif, 1^7 1— 1

Post-Independence Period. (197^-92)

A Fresh Outlook

In December 1571 after the birth of Bangladesh, the Associat­

i o n  changed its name. The Executive Council of the former East 

Pakistan Library Association resolved in a meeting that the name 

of the Association should henceforth be "(Bangladesh Granthagar 

Samity), Library Association of Bangladesh (LAB)1' and all its assets 

and liabilities be taken over by the Association under its new name, 

Henceforth, the LAB acted as a national association.

The Association resolved in a meeting held on December 23,

1 9 7 1 expressing its heartfelt joy at the birth of independent and 

sovereign state of Bangladesh and offered to the Government and the 

people their full support and cooperation in the building and recons­

truction activities of the new state especially in the fields of 

education, learning, culture and knowledge. At the same time, the 

Association offered its deep condolences to the martyrs who had 

laid their lives for the liberation of their motherland and gree­

ting to the survivor heroes.^

In view of the political change in the country, the Associa­

tion set-up a sub-Committee for making necessary amendments and 

corrections in the constitution of the Association and to place 

them subsequently for ratification before the general body of the 

Association.

6 3. The Eastern Librarian (Sep-Dee., 1?7^)» vol. VI, nos. 1-2, p. 37*

1 2 5
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The Association also undertook a survey to prepare a case 

for submission to Government of Bangladesh for rehabilitation and 

reconstruction of libraries of Bangladesh which incurred losses 

during the campaign of genocide and destruction launched by the

64Pakistan Army.

Sixteenth Certificate Course 0  972)

After a gap of one year in 1971 during the war of liberation, 

the Association started its sixteenth certificate course in 1972 for 

the first time in independent Bangladesh with much ecouragement and 

seal. To meet the war destruction and to cope with the reconstruc­

tion in all fields including education and library services in a 

new born state, the demand for trained library personnel and the 

inflow of students for training in librarianship had been increased. 

Librarians for small libraries and sub-professional level of library 

service which consists of Cataloguers, Classifiers, Reference and 

Reading Rail Assistants and so on had to depend solely on the output 

of the certificate course. The number of seats for trainees was fixed 

fifty. Thirty two students enrolled themselves in the sixteenth 

course in 1972. Among them 25 appeared and 1? came out successful.

The course was continued with great hardship in an war-torn inde­

pendent state.

The Library Association of Bangladesh derived its meagre 

funds from the nominal annual subscription (Tk. ?/“) o£ its handful 

of members, student fee of Tk. 50/- (consolidated) per head, and 

it had no habitation of its own. The Association had been conduc­

ting classes of the Certificate Course in Library Science in a

6 4. Ibid. p. 3B.
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crammed room of the Bangladesh Central Public Library, Dhafca. Tea­

chers of the Course had been working without remuneration since the 

inception of the course in 195Q. Both the teachers and the students 

of the course used text and tool books on loan from the Bangladesh 

Central Public Library, USIS Library, British Council Library and 

Dhaka University Library. Even the copies of the books available 

in all these libraries taken together axe not sufficient in number 

to meet their needs. With a view to meeting the increased demand

of sub-professional manpower in the libraries of a new-born state,

6 *?
the Association in consonance with clause 9(h,i,j) of its consti­

tution permitted to start Certificate Course to its regional affi­

liated association at Rajshahi Division in 1^73 inspite of all 

these odds and difficulties.

Library situation in the new-born state of Bangladesh warra­

nts the necessity of congenial atmoaphare to improve the prevai­

ling condition of library education and library services. So,in 

accordance with the recommendations of the constitution Amendment 

Sub-Committee, the General body of the Association revised the 

constitution in its fourth annual general meeting held in 1?76. In 

view of revised constitution of the LAB, the following objectives 

were adopted :

a. Promotion of library service to the people of the country.

b. Provision and promotion of facilities for training for 
librarianship and of research in library science.

c. Co-operation with libraries, library organisations and 
with such Associations as may have similar aims and

6 5. LAB. Constitution and Bye-Laws (Dacca; 1976), p. 4.

1 2 7
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objects in and outside the country, in furtherance of the cause 
of service to the people in the field of librarianship and

d. Improvement of the status and service conditions of the library 
personnel . 66

Revision of Course Procedures

To fulfil the above objectives and to elevate the 'Library

Training Programme1, the LAB laid stress on the objective relating

to course for training in librarianship as mentioned in *b’ and

in consonance with this objective, the Association amended the

relevant Section ?(j) of the constitution through its Bye-laws

6*7
no. 6 and 7 of constitution as follows : '

6. Training Course —  vide Section ?(j) t

i# The Council of the Association shall instituted and conduct 
training course (s) in librarianship, hold examination, 
and issue successful candidates certificates which must 
show the attendance of the trainees, mark scored, and 
grades obtained by them. There shall be three grades;
1st, 2 nd and

ii. The Course shall be conducted by a "Board of Library
Education" to be appointed by the Council. The Board will 
be headed by a Chairman and not more than six other mem­
bers including a Secretary. The Council shall, on the 
recommendation of the Board, fix the syllabus of the 
course, appoint teachers and such other officiers and 
staff as may be necceseary for proper functioning of all 
affairs of the course (s). The Board shall subject to 
regulation framed by the Council, conduct instructions, 
as per syllabus, teats, and examinations and assess the 
performance of trainees for gradation, and report to the 
Council results of each test and examination. The Certi­
ficate shall be in such form as the Council may direct 
and shall be signed by the President and Secretary of 
the Association.

6 6. Ibid. p. 1.

67. Ibid. pp. 12-14.

Section 9(j) reads as : "To conduct a course or courses of
training in librarianship".
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iii* Higher Secondary Certificate will be the least Quali­
fication for admission to the course on the basis of 
a written admission test.

iv. The members of the Board may, as well, be teachers of
the course except at least two of them whose duty shall, 
inter alia, be the moderation of Question papers and 
examining the scripts after they have been examined by 
the respective teachers. If there happens to be no 
non-teaching member on the Board or one only, the 
Board will co-opt one/two non-teaching members for the 
above purposes,

v. The terms of the Board shall be two calendar years and
unless re-appointed by the Council, their term will
automatically stand terminated.

vi. Fees once paid shall not be refundable except any 
refundable fees.

vii. T-he Council shall, on the recommendation of the Board,
make regulation for :

a. The admission of students,
b. The conduct of teaching, tests and examinations,

- c. The grant of certificates,
d . T h e  fixing of fees payable to the Treasurer for 

admission to the course, tests, examinations, for 
tution and for grant of certificates.

7. Training Course of Affiliated Association— vide Section ?(j) :

i. An affiliated association may be permitted to conduct 
a course of training under the following conditions i

a. The affiliated association shall apply for permission 
to institute a course and statement of the venue of 
the course, the names of probable teachers subject
by subject with their qualifications and experience, 
the library at libraries which will be utilised for 
practical work of the trainees and such other parti­
culars as may be necessary or required from them for 
consideration of feasibility.

b. The affiliated association undertakes to follow the 
syllabus of the national Association.

c. The affiliated association presents the candidates 
for the ftrial exHmination conducted by tho national 
Association and does not itself conduct any such 
examination nor certificates on the baais of it.
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d. The affiliated Association charges the same fees as 
fixed by the national Association and remits to the 
national Association the amounts realised as member­
ship fees and also examination fees for as may be
presented for the examination.

In view of these objectives, the Association submitted its 

revised development plan to the Government in 1976 while its twen­

tieth certificate course was going on. Then the Government of Bang­

ladesh was pleased to grant an annual subsidy of Tk. 6 6,000/- for 

library Training Institute . ^ 8 Which encouraged and created a new 

phase of development in the management of Certificate Course in

librarianship conducted by the Library Association of Bangladesh.

The Library Training Institute is accommodated in a spacious

room of the new building of the Bangladesh C e n t r a l  Public Library,

Shahbagh, Dhaka. The annual subsidy for the management of the

course is sanctioned by the Ministry of ffiducation (Sports and

Cultural Division) in the name of the Secretary, Library Training
as

Institute, who is also the Secretary of the Course/well as Secretary 

of the Association.

In pursuance of the Bye—Laws no. 7 "the constitution, the 

LAB permitted to start certificate course by its another affiliated 

Association at Khulna from the 26th certificate course in 1979* 

Accordingly, the LAB also permitted to start 'Basic Librarianship 

Course* for Junior Commissioned Officers of Army Education Corp 

at Dhaka Cantonment Library since ,1982.

6 8. LAS Records. Development project, February 1976.

1 3 0
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The LAB thus conducted fifteen courses(Table-Ill) after 

independence of Bangladesh.

Table - III

Courset conducted by the LAB during post-independence 

period of Bangladesh (1972-82)

Y e a r No. o f  
c o u r s e s

No. o f  
e n r o l m e n t

No.
a p p e a r e d

NO.
p a s s e d *

1972 16 th 32 25 19 76

1972 17 th 43 34 27 79.4

1973 18th 34 22 13
20 ft 14 R 12 R 69.4

1974-75 1 9th 30 20 13 72.9
23 R 17 R 14 R

1975-76 20 th 37 2 8 18 70.9
31 R 27 R 21 R

1976 2 1 s t 28 27 19 7 8 . 8
26 R 2 5  R 22 R

1977 2 2 n d 47 35 23 6 8 . 4
25 R 22 R 16 R

1978 23rd 50 36 32 92.5
19 R 18 R 18 R

1978 24th 46 34 16 60.7
24 R 22 R 18 R

1979 2 5 th 48 4 0 26 65

1979 2 6th 43 4 2 31 77.5
20 R 20 R 16 R
21 K 18 K 15 K

1 9 8 0 27 th 38 2 0 13 71
7 R 6 R 3 R
12 K 12 K 11 K

1 9 8 1 28th 39 22 15 77.4
9 K 9 K 9 K

1 9 8 1 - 8 2 2 9th 35 2 6 18 72.1
14 R 14 R 5 *
12 K 11 K 11 j£
10 A 10 A 10 A

1 9 8 2 30th 40 24 21 82.7
16 R 15 R 10 R
12 K 10 K 8 K

9 A 9 A 9 A

Total 15 900 714 532

Note : R - Rajshahi, K = Khulna, A - Army (special course).

6 9. LAB Records.
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I t is found from the study of the Kast Pakistan Library 

Association (EPLA) and later the Library Association of Bangla­

desh (LAB) that since the institution of a regular undergraduate 

Certificate Course in 1?58j the IfiPLA conducted I5 courses and the 

LAB incontinuation conducted another 15 courses by 1?82. Thus the 

Library Association produced 702 sub-professional manpower (Tabs.

II and III) in 30 batches by dint of its sincere endeavour in the 

midst of various hindrances and shortcomings. The LAB contributed 

to a great extent towards the growth and progress of library edu­

cation and library services in the country within its limited 

resourses. LAB deserves credit in producing sub-professional 

personnel to meet the increasing demands of libraries in this 

newly developing countiy by the efforts of its energetic members 

and veteran practising librarians as ofilce ibearers who had genuine 

and active interest in the growth and development of libraries 

and library education in Bangladesh.
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3:5 BANGLADESH LIBRARY COUNCIL AND EDUCATION FOR 

LIBRARIANSfllF, 1972-1979

During the later part of Pakistani regime, some of the

senior practising librarians of special libraries in East Pakistan 
the

felt/necessity of a common platform by forming a Special Library 

Association to advance the cause of special libraries in Pakistan. 

With this end in view the special libraries in their general con­

vention held on 23rd Pebruary, 19 6 8, Lacca, formed an association 

styled 'Pakistan Special Library Association (PSLA)'. Among other 

things, the following aims and objectives were embodied in the 

70
constitution.

i) To advance the cause of special librarinship 

ii) To promote research work and render abstracting, indexing 

and bibliographical services in the country

iii) To extend specialised training facilities to library 

personnel of Pakistan.

After independence it renamed as 'Bangladesh Library Council (BLC)l

Certificate Course of Bangladesh Library Council.

The Bangladesh Library Council started its first Certificate 

Course in Librarianship at undergraduate level in 1972 in a rented 

room of a local college. The trainees are taught by the senior 

librarians mostly from among the members of the .Executive Council 

without any remuneration.

In view of the aims and objectives of the constitution the 

courses of studies were i^1 Library administration and organi*ation,

70. PSLA. Constitution, pp. 5-6.
71. Bangladesh Library Council Records.

1 $ 5
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Classification (theory), Cataloguing (theory), Bibliography and 

Reference, indexing and Abstracting, Claooiiication (practical),

Cataloguing (practical).

The requisite qualification for admission to the course was 

K.S.C. but it was relaxable for S.3.C. holder who worked in a 

library for at least two years. The duration of the course was six 

months and was held once a £ear. Accordingly ten students got them­

selves admitted into the first course in 1972. The Library Council,

1 3 4 -

thus, in all conducted nine courses from 1972 to 1979 as shown in

table - IV . 72

Table - IV

Courses c onducted by the BLC (1972-79)-

year No .of Course No. admitted No. appeared No. passed

1972 1st 10 10 10

1973 2nd 15 13 12

1975 3rd 20 18 15

1976 4 th 21 20 20

1977 5 th 16 15 15

1977 6th 28 25 23

1970 7 th 24 20 20

1978 8th 18 15 15

1979 9 th 13 10 10

Total 9 165 146 140

It shows that during the years (1972-1979) the Library Council 

produced 140 sub-professional personnel in nine courses. They all 

are engaged in different libraries of Bangladesh but the course is 

postponed after 1 9 7 9*

72. Ibid.
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C H A P T E R - ^

E D U C A T I O N  F O R  L I B R A R I A N S H I P  IN B A N G L A D E S H  

A T  P O S T - G R A D U A T E  LEVEL., 1 9 5 9 -1 9 3 2

4;1 LIBRARY SCIENCE EDUCATION AT POST-GRADUATE D I P L O M A  

LEVEL IN T H E  UNIVERSITY OF D H A K A ,  1 9 5 9 - 1 9 6 2

IMMEDIATELY after the institution of the Certificate 

course in Library Science in 1958 by the then East Pakistan 

Library Association ( Now Library Association of Bangladeshi) , 

as described in the preceding chapter, it was felt that a 

higher academic course in the subject was necessary in order 

to raise the standard of libraries and librarians. Mr. M. S. 

Khan, Librarian, Dacca University, who was also the Director 

of Certificate Course in Library Science made a proposal to 

start a Post-graduate Diploma programme in Library Science 

in the University of Dacca. Due to his initiative and untir­

ing efforts, the Diploma Course in Library Science was ins­

tituted for the first time by the Dacca University in the 

academic session 1959-60. Mr. M. S. Khan became the head of 

the course.

1. Dacca University, Annual Report, 1959-60 (Dacca : Univer­
sity of Dacca, 1960), p. 58.

1 3 5
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Provision of the Institution of the Diploma Course

The provision of the institution of the post-graduate 

Diploma Course in Library Science, as provided in the Dacca 

University Ordinance and Regulations in 1960, Chapter-XXV-A, 

P a r t-XV, are as follows.:

1. Diploma shall be called 'Diploma in Library Science'.

2. The minimum qualifications for the admission into 
the course shall be: a degree of Bachelor of Arts, 
Science or Commerce of the University of Dacca or 
any recognised University.

3* Mot more than 25 students will be admitted at one 
time (this number is now raised to 100).

4 ‘ ™ f w ? e t i 0 T ?f Hhe cou?se sha11 be one academicyear (from July to June).

5. The medium of instruction and examination shall be 
English (now it may be either Bengali or English 
according to the wishes of students).

6. Courses shall be under the supervision and control 
of the Faculty of Arts and the Librarian of the 
Dacca University (now Chairman of the Department) 
shall be m  charge of the course.

7- Classes shall be held according to the time-table 
notified. Sundays (now Thursday and Friday) and 
University holidays shall be observed as holidays.

8. The examination shall be both written and practical 
in accordance with the syllabus. The paper-setters 
no, shall be appointed by the Academic
Council of the University on the recommendation of 
the Librarian (now Chairman). The examination shall 
commence at such time as the Executive Council shall 
determine from time to time.
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9* The subjects of the course and distribution of marks
2

shall be as follows:

kjub;jec ts 

Part I

Marks

Course I : The History, Principles and Practices 
of Librarianship (including aspects 
of Librarianship in the orient) .

Paper I : History of Libraries from 
earliest time till 1940 
(theoretical)

Paper II : Libraries from 1940 to
present date (theoretical)

Course II : Organization of Library Materials

1 0 0

1 0 0

Paper I : Classification (theoretical)100

Paper II • Cataloguing and Indexing
(theoretical) 100

Paper III: Classification, Cataloguing
and Indexing (Practical) 100

Course III: Bibliography, critical and descriptive 
including a history of printing, modern 
book production and compilation of 
bibliography (theoretical) 100

Course IV : Library Administration and 
Organization (theoretical) 100

2. Dacca University, The Calendar : Univerity Ordinance, 
Statutes, Ordinances and Regulation, 1961 (Dacca : 
University of Dacca, 1969), p. 203.
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Course

Course VI

: Reference work and Book Selection 
(including subject bibliography) 
(theoretical,?

: Archives and Palaeography :

Paper I ; Archives and preser­
vation of books 
(theoretical)

Paper II : Palaeography : Forms 
and handwriting of 
MSS and document

either

Group A : Islamic group language 
viz. Arabic and Persian 
(theoretical)

’ Or

Group B : i) Bengali and Sanskrit 
Section - A

ii) Devnagari 
Section - B

100

1 0 0

1 0 0

5 0

50

Part II

A bibliography or a five thousand words dissertation 
to be compiled by the candidate during the session in­
cluding the two months vacation after written examinations, 
working m  the library under the guidance of one of the 
teachers of the course. The bibliography or dissertation 
has to be submitted on or before the last working day of 
the academic session which he or she takes the written 
examinations. The bibliography will carry 100 marks (now , 
the dissertation is prescribed for the final M.A. Course)?

3. Ibid. pp.232-35.
See also. Dacca University, Syllabus for the library 
science course for the session 1959-60 (Dacca * Uni­
versity of Dacca, 1959). "
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Course rrocedurcs and Tcachinp; Methods

The announcement of the institution of Post-graduate 

Diploma Course in Library Science from the session 1959-60 

in the University of Dhaka was indeed a landmark in the his­

tory of education for librarianship in Bangladesh. The open­

ing of the Diploma Course in Library Science was highly res­

ponded. According to prescribed syllabus the following course 

procedures were mentioned!

The minimum number of narks required to pass the exami­

nation shall be 40 percent in each paper, (now 23%) and 50 
percent (now 36$) in the aggregate.

Candidate who obtains 70 percent (now 60%) of the marks 

shall be declared to have been placed in First Division, 60 

percent (now 4-5$) in the Second Division and the rest of 

successful candidates to have been placed in the Third Divi­

sion.

No candidate shall be allowed to appear at the examn— 

nation unless he has j (a) £>roduced a certificate from the 

Librarian (now Chairman) to the effect (i) that he has com­

pleted the prescribed course of training, (ii) that he has 

attended not less than 75% of the lectures, (iii) that he 

is a fit person to be admitted to the examination, (b) Paid 

the fee for the course in full to the Registrar. Provided that 

shortage of percentage of attendance at lectures may be
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condoned for very special reasons by the Vice-Chancellor on the

recommendation of the Librarian (now Chairman) .

A candidate who fails to pass or present himself for the 

examination shall not be entitled to refund of the fee; but .

such a candidate may be permitted to appear at the examination

on a subsequent occasion within three years of his completing 

the course on payment of the examination fee^

Teaching Staff

The course was scheduled for a full academic session and the 

range of the subject was wide. Due to shortage of full-time tea­

chers in the subject the classes were held in the evenings and 

the following were appointed part-time teachers,on an honorary 

basis, by the Dacca University :

1. Mr. M. S. Khan, Librarian, Dacca University

2. Mr. Ahmad Husain, Librarian, East Pakistan Central 
Public Library, Dacca

3. MjJ. J. A. Hulbert, Director of Library Service, USIS,Dacca

4. Miss Katherine S.Diehl, Fulbright Library Grantee, Head 
of the Library Science Department, College of Education, 
University of Tennessee, USA (Library Expert)

5. Mr. A. R . Mirdah, Assistant Librarian, Dacca University

6. Mr.A.E.M.Shamsul Haque, Keeper of Records and incharge, 
East Pakistan Secretariat Library, Dacca

7. Br. A. H. Dani, Department of History, Dacca University

8. Dr. S.M.Imamuddin, Department of Islamic History and 
Culture, Dacca University

9- Dr. Ahmad Sharif, Department of Bengali and Sanskrit,
Dacca University

10. Mr. M. C. Chanda, Chief Cataloguer, Dacca University

11. Mr. M. A. Samad, Cataloguer, Dacca University

12. Miss Anna Mary, Fulbright Library Grantee, Reference 
Librarian, University of Maryland

13- Miss Mary A. Brebner, Librarian, British Council,Dacca?

4. Dacca University, The Calendar, op. cit. pp.233-55.

5. Dacca University, Annual Report 1960-61, pp.38-39.
See also. Dacca University Registrar's Office Record.
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First Diploma Course (1959-60) .

Enrolment of students.

A large number of students applied for admission into the 

Diploma Course but only nineteen candidates, after passing 

written examination on language, literature, culture, history^ 

library and other allied topics based on Arts subjects and 

general knowledge and oral examination, were allowed to enrol 

themselves for this first session. The medium of instruction 

was in English and the session continued for full academic 

year (July-June) as provided in the provision of the Diploma 

Course mentioned earlier*

Success of the course.

Ten students, after completion of the course by one full 

academic year (July-June),appeared at the examination and all 

of them came out successful.

Fulbright Library Grantee,Miss Katharine S. Diehl needs 

to be specially remembered for it was she who alone taught 

three major subjects of the first Diploma Course, Her services 

proved to be extremely valuable and enabled the completion 0f 

first Tear's (1959-60) teaching work on the Diploma Course

in Library Science successfully.

The success of the course not only created the first batch

pf professionals trained in librarianship in the country but
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also encouraged the University authority to continue the 

the course in the next session. The other aid giving 

agencies also increased their support in conducting the 

next course.

Second Diploma Course (1960-61)

Enrolment of students.

The second Diploma Course in Library Science during 

the session 1960-61, commenced from 20th September, 1960 

and continued upto June, 1961. As before, the A6ia Foun­

dation's financial assistance made it easier to run the 

course. According to admission procedure, twenty-four 

students were enrolled during the session. Although the 

teaching was intensive and the load was heavy for the 

students who were mostly whole-time office workers, dis­

played considerable enthusiasm and industry.

Management of the Cou r s e .

The aids received from foreign sources during the 

session 1960-1961 from different organizations is shown 

in Table - I.
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Aid received for the Diploma Course from foreign 

sources during the session 1960-61.

Table - I

Name of organization 
from or through whom 
aid has been received

Kinds of aid 
received Remarks

1. The Asia Founda­
tion, Dacca

a. Honey grant of Rs.2,360/- 
for financing the expen­
diture on the Diploma 
course in Library Science

b. One microfilm cameras, 
two microfilm r e aders,and 
other microfilm equipment, 
chemicals e t c . to the value 
of R s .22,078/-

c. Books and periodicals

2. United States The services of Miss K.S. 
Educational Foun- Diehl, Head of the Library 
dation, Karachi. Science Department, College

of Education, University of 
USA (Library Expert)

Under the Ful- 
bright grant 
1960-1961 .

Government of UK 
under the Techni­
cal Co-operation 
scheme of the 
Colombo Plan 

4-. The British Council

5. U S I S, Dacca

6. British Informa­
tion Service, Dacca

7* The Iranian Embassy 
in Pakistan, Karachi

8. US Atomic Energy
Commission^ New York

Books and Periodicals

Books and Periodicals

Books and Periodicals 

Periodicals

Books and Periodicals

Periodicals

6. Dacca University, Annual Report 1960-61, pp.38-39.
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Teaching of the Cou r s e .

In the second year of the course Hiss K.S.Diehl continued 

as a Fulbright Grantee attached to University Library*As in the 

previous year, she carried a large share of burden of the tea­

ching. Other librarians who also assisted in teaching on the 

course were Messrs. J.A.Hulbert, Ahmad Husain, A.E.M. Shamsul 

Haque and A.R.Mirdah. The Librarian of the University, Mr. M.S. 

Khan, served as Director-Teacher of the course.

Success of the Cou r s e .

Out of twenty-four students enrolled for the session fif­

teen appeared in the examination and twelve came out successful^. 

Third Diploma Course (1961-62)

Teaching; of the C o u r s e .

During the third Diploma Course the United States Educa* 

tional Foundation arranged for the services of Miss Anna Mary 

Urban, Reference Librarian, University of Maryland. Other tea­

chers were Miss Mary A Erabner of the British Council, Messrs. 

J.A.Hulbert of USIS (Dhaka), Ahmad Husain, Officer on Special 

Duty, Directorate of Education, Government of East Pakistan, :

A.E.M. Shamsul Haque, Keeper of Records, East Pakistan Secre­

tariat Library, S.M.Imamuddin, Ahmad Sharif,and Santosh Kanta , 

respectively of the Department of Islamic History and Culture, 

Bengali and Sanskrit, Dacca University, A.R.Mirdah and K.A.M. 

Shamsul Huda Mia of Dacca University Library?

7. Ibid. p.38.
See also. Dacca University, Registrar's and Controller of 
Examinations Office Records.

8. Dacca University, Annual Report 1961-1962. p. 58.
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Knrolment and success of the students and the course.

Twenty-five students were admitted to the course

but only eighteen of them continued. Seventeen appeared

in the examination held in July 1962 and fourteen came 

9
out successful; Aldiost all the successful students

on this course was absorbed in library services in the

10
country. It ne£ds to be mentioned here that the syllabus 

of the post-graduate Diploma Course, shown earlier, was 

drawn on the model of syllabus of post-graduate Diploma 

Course in Librarianship in the University of London.

9. Ideam. Diploma Examination Result Sheet, 1962.

10. Ideam. Annual Report 1961-1962, p. 58.
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4:2 LIBRARY SCIENCE EDUCATION AT MASTER'S DEGREE LEVEL—
A DEPARTMENT IN THE UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA, 1962-1982

A . Pre-Independence Period (1962-70)

Master's Degree C o u r s e . •

The Diploma programme, thus introduced in 1959, produced 

a good number of trained librarians who in turn made signifi­

cant improvement in library science in the country. This en­

couraged Mr. Khan, the Head of the Course, to submit a propo­

sal for teaching of librarianship as one of the regular cour 

ses of studies of the university. The proposal, among others, 

included a further one year course leading to the Master Deg­

ree in Library Science. The scheme was accepted by the Uni­

versity of Dhaka in 1962. The Masters! course was started 

from the session 1962-6J, The University authority also de­

cided to open a Department of Library Science as soon as 

sufficient trained and qualified personnel were available 

on full-time basis.

In order to achieve this objective two Diplomates of 

this course were sent to USA to pursue further studies lea­

ding to Master's in Library Science. Duly selected by the 

University, their studies were sponsored by the Asia Foun­

dation and the U S E F . One of them went to the University of 

Rutgers while the other received his training in Indiana 

University, U.S.A.
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Both of them successfully completed their studies and joined 

the Department in the session 1964-1965* In the meantime, the 

Department of Library Science was formalized.

Provisions for Diploma and Master's Degree Courses in 1962

11
The University of Dacca approved the institution of 

Master's Decree Course in Library Science from the session 

1962-63 and made the following provision in the University 

Ordinances and Regulation (Chapter - XXIV, Part-XII) :

1. The course shall be split into two parts, leading to 
Diploma in Library Science (Dip. L.S.) (now D.L.Sc.) 
and Master's Degree Course in Library Science (MLS)
(now M.A. in Library Science).

2. (a) A candidate shall not be admitted to the Diploma 
Course in Library Science unless he is a graduate in 
Arts, Science or Commerce of this University or of 
any other approved university.

(b) The candidate shall not be admitted to the Master's 
Degree in Library Science unless he is a holder of 
Diploma in Library Science of this university or of 
post-graduate Diploma or Degree in Library Science 
of any other recognized institution.

3. The intending students shall apply for admission to 
the Diploma or Degree Course in prescribed form.

4. The duration of each course shall be one academic 
year (July-June).

5. The medium of instruction and examination shall be 
English (now both English and Bengali).

6. The course shall under the supervision and control
of Eaculty of Arts and Librarian of the Dacca Univer­
sity (now Chairman) shall be in-charge of the course-

11. Dacca University, Syndicate Minutes dated 6.10.1962.
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7* Classes shall be held according to time-table notified. 
Sundays and university holidays shall be observed as 
holidays.

8. The examination shall be both written and practical in 
accordance with the prescribed syllabus. The paper set­
ters and examinars shall be appointed by the Academic 
Council of the University on the recommendation of the 
Faculty of Arts, Dacca University. The examination shall 
be held at such time as the Academic Council shall deter-r 
mine from time to time.

9. The subjects of the Course and distribution of marks 
shall be as follows :

(a) Diploma Course

Course Subject Marks

I History of libraries of the world with
reference to the orient 100

II History of bookmaking including history of
writing materials, printing, paper-making, 
binding, publication etc. with special 
reference to the orient 100

III Organization of library materials :
Paper - I Classification (theoretical) 100
Paper - II Cataloguing & Indexing (theoretical)IOO 
Paper - III Classification, Cataloguing and

Indexing (practical) 100

IV Evaluation and selection of library materials. 
Philosophy and practice of building the library 
collection i.e. books, periodicals, documents, 
archives, pamphlets, micro-photography and
other non-book materials 100

V Library administration and Organization 100

VI Use of books and libraries, reference tools 
and services, bibliographical aids, services 
to readers, types, organization covers general
and subject areas. 100
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VII Two of the following groups;

Group A

Archives and. preservation of books 100
Group B (1)

Palaeography : Forms, handwriting of MSS. 
and documents in the Islamic Group of 
languages, viz. Arabic and Persian 100

. Or

Group B (2)

Palaeography : Forms, handwriting of MSS. 
and documents in the Sanskrit group of 
languages, viz. Bengali, Sanskrit, Pali.

(b) Master's Decree

Course Sub.ject Marks

I Development in the field of librarianship
from 1942 to present date. (Inter library 
loans, union catalogues, copyright, micro­
photo and xerox copying, photo composition, 
mechanical translation etc. etc.) 100

II Advanced cataloguing and classification 
(including treatment of non-book material; 
maps, photo records, micro photo graphic 
reproductions also archives & rare books) 200

III Advanced Library Administration & OrganizationlOO

IV History and administration of special types 
of libraries

V Bibliography, Abstracting and Documentation

VI Advanced Reference and methods of Researdh 
Includes special attention of subjects li­
terature, Government publications, current 
trends in research and reference, methods 
of investigation and research

VII Guided Research Paper

VIII (A) Practical work in approved libraries
under the supervision of Department 
of Library Science

s\
(B) Viva-Voce examination 

No major change took place in the syllabi of the on­

going Diploma Course except that the requirement to compile

a bibliography or writing a dissertation was deleted.

* Da cca University, The Calendar : University Ordinance, 
Statutes, Ordinance and Regulations (Dacca : University 
of Dacca, 1969), pp.229-2j2.

1 0 0

100

100

1 0 0

75

2 5
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Teaching Procedures (1962-197Q)

Fourth Diploma and First Master's Decree Coursef1962-63

Besides the teaching of the Diploma Course in Library 

Science for the Fourth consecutive session 1962-63> the 

teaching of the First Master's Degree Course in Library 

Science in the University of Dacca was also started under 

the able guidance od Mr. M.S. Khan, Librarian, Dacca Uni­

versity. The number of seats for Diploma students had been 

raised from twenty-five to thirty and the same for Master's 

Degree Course was fixed at twenty.

Enrolment of students.

Twenty-five students were admited to the Diploma

course and nineteen students were enrolled for the Master's

1 3Degree Course.

Teaching of the C o urses.

The shortage of qualified teaching staff was met by 

the voluntary services of eminent librarians available in 

Dhaka and qualified ex-students of the Diploma Courses. The 

Asia Foundation continued to support the teaching of library 

science and placed the services of Prof. C.C. Moreland, a 

distinguished American Librarian, at the disposal of the 

university for two sessions, other teachers during the

13* Dacca University, Annual Report 1962-63, p.40.
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session, were tors. I!.A.Thronhill, Librarian, British Council, 

D a c c a ; Messers J.A.Hulbert, Director of Library S e r v i c e s , U S I S , 

D a c c a ; Ahmad Husain, Officer on Special Duty for L i b r a r y  D e v e ­

lopment, Education Directorate, Government of East Pakistan, 

A.E.M.Shamsul Haque, Keeper of Records to the then Government 

of East Pakistan; S . H . I m a m u d d i n , Reader, Department of Islamic 

History and Culture, A h m e d  Sharif and S.C.Kanta, Lecturers, 

Department of Bengali and Sanskrit, Dacca University; A.R. 

Mirdah and K.A.H. Shamsul Huda Mia, Assistant Librarian and 

Junior Assistant Librarian, Dacca University^ and A. Sayeed, 

Senior Cataloguer, Dacca University Library.

E x a m i n a t i o n s .

Out of twenty—five students twenty—two appeared in the 

Diploma examination held in july-August 19&5 and eighteen came 

out successful. On the other hand, out of nineteen students 

of the first batch of Master's Degree Course fifteen appeared 

in the examination at the end of the session and all of them

. ■ “15
came out successful including one, placed in the First Class.

The beginning of Master's Degree Course in the University 

of Dhaka during the session 1962-65 was really a b o l d  step 

towards the development of library education by raising the 

standards of librarians both qualitatively and quantitatively 

and creating a class of librarians capable of b u i l d i n g  and 

a d m inistering w e l l—equipped library system.

1 5 1

14. Ibid. p.41

15. Dacca University, Library Science Examination 
Result Sheet, 1965*
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The teaching of the Fith Diploma and Second Master's 

Degree in Library Science sponsored by the University were 

completed during the session 1965-64. The services of the 

same batch of teachers of previous session including that 

of Prof. C.C. Moreland were continued. The Asia Foundation 

also continued its support. It was hoped that t h e i n s t i t u ­

tion of the Department of Library Science in the University 

of Dacca will lead to the turning out a good number of li­

brarians in future years to meet the great demand for

”16trained and qualified library personnel.

During the session, students numbering thirty were 

admitted into the Diploma and sixteen were admitted in the 

Master's Degree Course. Twenty and nine of them appeared 

in the Diploma and Master's Degree examinations respec­

tively. Nineteen and eight candidates came out successful 

in the Diploma and Master's Degree examinations respectively

including three who were placed in the First Class in the

1 7
Master's Degree examination held in 1 9 6 4 .'

Fifth Diploma and Second Master's Decree Course,1965-64

16. Dacca University, Annual Report 1965-64. pp.40-41.

17. Ibid. p.40
See also. Dacca University, Library Science Exami­
nation Result Sheet, 1964. ■
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Sixth Diploma and Third Master's Decree Course, 1964-65

The remarkable development in the history of library 

education in Bangladesh was the opening of a full-fledged 

'Department of Library S c i ence1in the University of Dhaka 

from the session 1964—S5 under the Faculty of Arts with Mr.

M. S. Khan as Head of the Department. With the addition of'

Mr. Vincent J, Aceto, Fulbright Lecturer in Library Science 

and joining of Messrs A.K.M.Shamsul Alam and A.F.M.Fazle Kabir 

as full-time lecturers after their return from USA streng­

thened the teaching standard of the Department.

The total number of students in Diploma and Master's 

Degree classes increased to 55 against 46 of previous session. 

Six Library Science in-service training stipends of the value 

of Rs.75.00 each per month tenable for nine months were awar­

ded to the selected students during the session. The fund 

was provided by the Asia Foundation. Out of twenty-five 

candidates twenty passed in the Diploma examination. Ten can­

didates, out of eleven, came out successful in the Master's 

Degree examination and of whom two secured First Classl8

18. Dacca University, Library Science Examination 

Result Sheet, 1965.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



154

Forty-two applicants out of 86 and 20 out of 30 app­
licants were admitted to the Diploma and Master’s Degree 

Courses in Library Science respectively. Thus in this se­

ssion there was an increase of 5 seats in the Master's

Degree Course over those of '1964-65 and the total number

1 9of students was 60 aginst 55 of the previous session.J

Mr. T. J . Maughan, Librarian, British Council Library, 

Dacca joined the department as part-time lecturer and taught 

Public Library Administration. When Mr, Maughan proceded 

on leave Mr. Shamsul Alam, Librarian, National Institute 

of Public Administration (HIPA) joined the department as 

part-time lecturer in his place.

Out of thirty one candidates, twenty came out suc­

cessful in the Diploma Course. Sixteen candidates appeared 

in the Master's Degree examination and all of them came 

out successful. Of whom three were placed in the First 

Class?0

19* Idem. Annual Report 1965-66, p.61.

20. Idem. Library Science Examination 
Result Sheet, 1966.

Seventh Diploma and Fourth Master's Decree C o u r s e 965-66
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........... i TH| T m -  M " ^ e r ’ s D e g r ^  Course ,1 9 6 6 -6Z

Forty two students were admitted in the Diploma and ^

- d e n t s  were a d m i t t e d ^

The session was cnaractex j

of the department'. Class-room teaching and guided research 

undertaken by the K.A. students was completed satisfactorily, 

hr. Majhar Bari Khan, a part-time lecturer proceeded to 

England for higher studies. In his place Mr. S.S.M.A.Khora- 

sani joined the department as a part-time lecturer. Mr.Hurul 

Haque was appointed part-time lecturer of Archives in place

of Mr. A.K.M. Shamsul Haque.
Out of twenty-four, twenty came out successful in the

Diploma Course and fifteen out of eighteen came out success­

ful in the Master's Degree Course, two being in the Jirst

22 
Class.

M^H-h Triples  and Sixth Master's Degree Course, 196? 68

jorty-i'ive students for Diploma and fifteen students

for Master's Degree Course in Library Science were admitted.

Mr. P.H. Cox joined as part-time lecturer in place of

V. 2 3  Mr. T. J- Maughan.

Thirty out of thirty-nine, passed the Diploma and all 

the candidates passed the Master's Degree Course?4

E :  =  E S r / S J i - r g S U ’ S S l !  I S ,  « .
is : ; r . :  a s ; / r i s . : , g s s ; . s :«  »»*■*. »»■
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Ttmbli Dinlonm mid SovcnUi Hooter’s Pearce,.Course , 1968-62

There was a great rush for admission to both Diploma and 

Master Degree courses during the session. This was due to incre­

asing of the number of seats to 50 & 30 in the Diploma and 

Master's Degree in Library Science respectively and the equa­

ting of some posts of librarians in the major Government col­

leges to Gazetted status. The award of the Asia Foundation sti­

pends to the Diploma students @ Rs.100.00 per month for ten 

months and five stipends to Master's Degree students @ Rs.125.00

per month for ten months. Out of a large number of applicant^,
, . 2550 and 30 Students were admitted respectively during the session.

A new post of Senior Lecturer (now Asstt. Professor) was

created and Mr.Hazhar Bari Khan, after his return with Master's

Degree in Librarianship from UK was appointed to this post.

Thirty-two out of forty-one candidates passed the Diploma

and all the twenty-nine candidates passed the Master's Degree

26
examination of which one secured First Class.

Eleventh Diploma and Eighth Master's Decree C o u r s e ,1969-70

Fifty students were admitted -in the Diploma and twenty-

seven students were admitted in the Master's Degree Course in

. . 27 >
Library Science during the session.

Twenty-nine, out of forty-four, passed the Diploma and

twenty-sne, out of twenty-three passed the Master's Degree
28

examination of which two secured First Class.

25. Idem. Annual Report 1968-691 p.62.
26. Idem. Library Science Examination Result Sheet, 1969.
27. Idem. Annual Report 1969-70, p.87.
28. Idem. Library Science Examination Result Sheet, 1970.
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The overall teaching programmes of the Department during 

the session was satisfactory and the full course of teaching 

was completed smoothly. Hence, eleven Diploma and eight Master s 

Degree courses were completed during pre-indepencence period 

of Bangladesh from 1959 to 1970. The total number of profe- 

ssinally qualified Diploma (1959-70) and Master’s Degree hol­

ders (1962-70) in Library Science of the University of Dhaka

during the period is now shown in a consolidated form in 

tabl - IIA and table - 1IB respectively.

Table - 11A ■

157

Professional output of Diploma Courses during pre-
2 9

indpendence period (1959-70)-

Academic
year

No.<Jf
batch

No.of en­
rolment

No .ap­
peared

Passed in Division 
1st 2nd 3rd No.pas­

sed
%

1959-60 1st 19 10 6 4 — 10 100
1960-61 2nd 24 15 - 5 7 12 80

1961-62 3rd 25 17 1 5 8 14 82.3

1962-63 4th 29 22 5 9 5+1 (pass ) 18

00•CO

1 963-64 5th 30 20 - 12 5+2(pass ) 19 95

1964-65 6th 40 25 2 11 7 20 80

1965-66 7th 42 31 - 18 2+1(supl .) 21 67.7

1966-67 8th 42 24 - 11 9 20 83.3

1967-68 9th 45 39 1 12 17 30 76.9

1968-69 10th 50 41 - 20 12 32 78

1969-70 11th 50 44 - 16 29 65.9

Total 396 . 288 13 123 85+4 225

29. Idem. Annual Reports 1959-1970.
S ee a l s o . Idem. Library Science Examination 
Result Sheets, 1960-1970.
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Professional output of Master'-s Degree Courses during 

pre-independence period (1962-1970)?°

Table - IIB

Academic
year

W o . of 
batch

No.of en­
rolment

No.ap­
peared

Pas
1st

sed in 
'2nd

Class M
3rd " N o * , 

passed %

1962-63 1st 19 *15 1 13 1 15 100
1963—64 2nd 16 9 3 3 2 8 89
1964-65 3rd 15 11 2 7 1 10 91 i
1965-66 4th 20 16 3 11 2 16 100
1966-67 5th 20 18 2 12 1 15 83.3
1967-68 6th 15 15 2 13 — 15 100
1968-69 7th 30 29 1 26 2 29 100
1969-70 8th 27 23 2 16 3 21 91.3

Total 162 136 16 101 12 129

The library education at post —graduate Diploma and 

Master's degree level in the university of Dhaka has been 

continuing through revision and changes of its curricula con­

comitant to local needs. Gradual development of courses of 
«

studies, though mainly based on traditional librarianship,

has been maintained. The department of library science of

the university of Dhaka thus produced 554 (225 Diploma and

129 Master's Degree holders) professional librarians who in

turn led the progress of library education and library ser­
vices in Bangladesh.

30. Idem. Annual Reports 1962-1970.
See a l s o . Idem. Library Science Examination 
Result Sheets,1963-1970.
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B - Post-Independence Period (1971-82)

Master's Degree Course in Library Science during post-indepen 

dence Bangladesh, 1971-1982.

Twelfth Diploma and Lfinth Master's Decree Course, 1970-1971 
and 1971-1972.

Normal teaching activities in the education for libra­

rianship la Bangladesh for the session 1970-71 * originally 

scheduled to continue upto June 1971» was suspended during 

the war of libereation in 1971 • Hence the twelfth Diploma 

and ninth Master's Degree course of the session 1970-1971 

continued in the session 1971-1972.

Mr. A. K. M. Shamsul Alam, the then senior lecturer 

took the charge as Head of the Department due to the re­

tirement of Mr. M. S. Khan. The number of seats in Diploma 

course was increased to 60 instead of 50, and 27 students 

were admitted to Master's Degree Course?^

Due to the lapse of one full academic year of teaching 

programme of the university, the examination of 1971 was, 

therefore,held in 1972. Porty-seven and twenty-six candidates

passed in the Diploma and Master's Degree courses respec—

■ 33tively

31. Dacca University, Annual Report 1970-71- P*7^*

32. Idem. Office iiecord

33* Idem. Diploma and Master's Degree Examination 
Hesult S h e e t s ;1972.
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The thirteenth Diploma and tenth Master's Degree courses 

in library science was a fresh and first admission in inde­

pendent sovereign Bangladesh.

Seventy—six students were enrolled to the Diploma and 

forty-two were admitted to the Master's degree c o u r s e d

Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmad, H . A .(Pol.Sc.), D.L.Sc., M . A .(Lib. 

Sc.) (Dac) , Chief Librarian, Bangladesh Planning Commission 

was appointed part-time lecturer in the department. One per­

manent post of lecturer was created by converting two posts 

of part-time lecturers and Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmad was selected 

for the p o s t ^

During the session 1972-73, the syllabuses for Diploma

and Master's Degree Courses in library science were changed.

The main outline of the syllabuses was as follows:

Diploma in Library Science 6̂

Thirteenth Diploma and Tenth Master's Decree Course,1972-75

Marks
Paper Sub.ject

I Sec. A. History of libraries of the world with
special reference to the orient 50

Sec. B. History of book and book production with
special reference to the orient

Classification (theoretical)

III Cataloguing (theoretical)

IV Sec. A. Classification (practical)

Sec. B. Cataloguing and Indexing (practical)

50

100 
100 
50

. 5 0
V Evaluation and selection of library materialslOO
^ ____________ Library Administration & Organization 100

I :  I B  1 9 7 2 " 7 3 ,  p - 6 5 -laem. Syllabuses for L i b m ™
session *1972-73 friars . it ^ cience Courses for the

'it 73 (Dacca: U m v e r ^ t y  of Dacca ,1972), pp.1 -2 .
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VII Use of books and libraries

VIII Bee. A.Archives and preservation of books

Sec. B.Palaeography: Forms and handwritings 
of MSB. and documents : one of the 
following groups :

Group-I : Islamic group of languages 
viz., Arabic and Persian

Group-II : (a) Bengali and Sanskrit
group of languages

(b) Devnagari group of -languages

Master^s Degree in Library Science^

Paper Subject Marks

I Development in the field of librarian­
ship from 1940 to the present date 100

II Sec .A. Advanced Classification -theoretic 50
Sec.B. Advanced Cataloguing -theoretic 50

III Sec .A. Advanced Classification -practical 50
Sec.B. Advanced Cataloguing -practical 50

IV Elective : One of the followings: 100

(a) Academic Library Administration 
and Organization

(b) Public Library Administration 
and Organization

(c) Special Library Administration 
and Organization

V Bibliography, Documentation and
Information Retrieval 100

VI (a) Advanced Reference 50
(b) Methods of Research in libraries 50

VII Guided Research 100

VIII (a) In-service training in any approved
library for the minimum of one month 75

(b) Viva-voce Examination 25

100

50

50

37* Ibid. Part II, pp.1-2,
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The medium of instruction was both English and Bengali 

after independence. The class-room teaching of both Diploma 

and Master's Degree courses had been performed according to 

revised syllabuses. Tutotial and practical classes were held 

in the department. Dhaka University Library was mainly used as 

laboratory for practical purpose. The guided Research topic 

undertaken by the Master's Degree students had also been com­

pleted according to Revised syllabuses during the session 

under the guidance of approved teachers.

The examination of this session, which was due in 1972, 

was held in 1973. Out of sixty-one candidates, forty-seven 

passed in the Diploma and all of twenty-six came out success­

ful in the Master Degree course*®It can be mentioned that the

results of the post-graduate Diploma examination in Library 

Science were declared in "Class" instead of "Division".

Fourteenth Diploma and Eleventh Master's Decree Co u r s e ,1973-74

Ninety students were admitted to the Diploma course and

forty-one were admitted to the Master's Degree c o u r s e . ^

Mr. A. K.M.Shamsul Alam, Head of the Department was

elevated to the post of Associate Professor and appointed

Chairman (former Head) of the Department for a term of three

years according to the 'Dacca University Order,1973'. Mr. A.F. 

M. Fazle Kabir left Bangladesh for higher studies (Ph.D.degree) 

in USA. Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmed joined the department as full-time

38. Dacca University, Library Science Examination 
Result S h e e t 71972 (held in 1973).

39* Idem. 53 Annual Report 1973-74 (in Bengali), p.75*
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lecturer and Mr. Serwar Hossain, H.A. (Phil),(Dac), D.L.Sc. 

(London) joinedthe department as lecturer in the middle of 

the session.

The examination of 1973 was held in 1974. Fifty-three

candidates appeared in the Diploma and out of them thirty-eight

came out successful including two in the First Class. Twenty-

three, out of twenty-six came out successful in the Master1 
41

Degree Course.

Fifteenth Diploma and M a s t e r’s Decree Course deferred,1974-75

During the session 1974—75 one hundred students were

42admitted to the Diploma course.

Messrs Nasiruddin Ahmad and Serwar Hossain were elevated 

to the post of Assistant Professors. Mrs. Afifa Khatoon, M.A* 

(Lib. Sc.), (Dac), joined the department as l e c t u r e r ^

The Diploma examination of this session was held in 1975*

Out of forty-four candidates, twenty-four came out successful

, • 44of which one was placed in the First Class.

Owing to political disturbances and students' unrest and

delay in the publication of Diploma examination results, the

Master Degree course of this session was, deferred. So the -

Master Degree examination of 1974 was held in 1976. ‘ '

M. Phil, course was instituted during this session (which 

will be discussed in the succeeding section) and necessary 

syllabus was approved by the authority

40. Ibid. p.76.
41. Library Science Examination Result Sheet, 1973.
42. Idem. 54th Annual Report 1974-75, p.87.
43. Ibid. '
44. Idem. Diploma Examination Result S h e e t ,1974(held in 1975).
45. Idem. 54th Annual Report 1974-75, p.87.
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During the session 1975-76 seventy students to Diploma and

4-6
twenty-four students were admitted to Master Degree course#

' *

Mrs. Afifa Rahman was appointed Assistant Professor on ad- 

hoc basis in the leave vacancy of Mr. A.F.M.Fazle Kabir. Messrs 

K.M.Saiful Islam and Madh&b Chandra Dey joined the department 

as lecturers during this session. One laboratory Instructor was 

appointed in this session to helji the teachers in practical
i 4 7

classes. 1

Thirty-four and seventeen students appeared in the Diploma

and Master Degree examinations respectively held in 1976. Out

of those candidates twenty-five passed in the Diploma and eleven 

passed in the Master Degree examinations^®

Introduction of two year Master's Degree Course, (1975-76")

At the fag end of the session 1975-76, the University autho­

rity approved the introduction of M.A. Preliminary (1st year ' 

M.A.) Course with the institution of two year Master's Degree

programme in Library Science as provided in the Dhaka University 

Syndicate minutes held on the 5th May,1976. it reads as follows: 

"Introduction to new course, nemenclature of subjects 

and approval of syllabus.

Considered : The nomenclature of the two years Master's
Degree Course in Library Science as resolved 
by the Academic Counci at its meeting held 
on 2-2-76 and approval of the syllabi of 1st 
part and 2nd part M.A. Course in Library 
S c i e n c e .

Sixteenth Diploma and Twelfth Master's Degree Course,1975-76

46. Idem. Department of Library Science,,Attendence Register'75-76."
47. Idem. 55th Annual Report 1975-76, p.87. ■ ’
48. Idem. Library Science Examination Result Sheets, Diploma

Examination, 1975 and Master's Degree Examination,1974 
(held in 1976). ’
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Resolved : That according to the recommendations of the
Board of Advanced Studies (20-4-76) (a) as per 
recommendations of the sub-committee constitu­
ted by the Faculty of Arts (5-9-75)» as recom­
mended by the Faculty of Arts ('18-1-76) that 
instead of one year M.A. Course, two year M.A. 
Course in Library Science be introduced from 
the session 1975-76. (b) That due to introduction 
of two year course in Library Science the Diploma 
in Library Science course be not disturbed and 
teaching in this course be continued as per exis­
ting rules and successful students of the Diploma 
in Library Science examination be admitted to 
2nd year M.A. class in Library Science, (c) That 
the two years Master's Degree Course in the D e ­
partment of Library Science be named as "Master 
of Arts" . “1st year class be named as "Prelimi­
nary M.A." and the 2nd year class be named as 
"Final year M.A." (d) That the syllabi of the 
Preliminary and Final year Master's Degree for 
the session 1975~76 be approved'|49

The Syllabuses of the Diploma and M.A. Classes for 

the session 1975-1976 were approved as follows

Diploma in Library Science

Paper Subject Marks

I History of books and libraries 100
II Classification (Theory) 100
III Cataloguing (Theory) 100
IV Bibliography and Reference 100
V Archives and preservation of library materials 100
VI Library Administration 100
VII Evaluation and selection of library materials 100
VIII Practical and viva

(a) Classification 55
(b) Cataloguing 40

Viva-Voce 25

49• Idem. Syndicate minutes dated 5-5-1976.

50. Idem. Syllabuses for Library Science courses 
for the session 1975-1976.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



166

M.A. Preliminary in Library Science

Paper Subject Marks

I Social function of library "100

II Classification and Cataloguing 100

III Building Library Collection -100

IV Bibliography and Reference 100

V Any one of the following subjects: 100

(a) Abstracting and Indexing

(b) Library Management

(c) Audio-visual aid in libraries

VI Practical and Viva-voce

(a) Classification 35
(b) Cataloguing 40

(c) Viva-Voce 25

M. A. Final in Library Science

I Development in the field of Librarianship 100

II Advanced Classification and Cataloguing 100 *

III Advanced Bibliography and Refernce 100

IV Documentation and Information Retrieval 100

V Library Administration and Organization: 100

any one of the followings:

(a) The national Library

(b) The Public Library

(c) The Special Library

(d) The Academic Library 

(£) The Medical Library

VI Guided Research 

Viva-voce
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S e v e n t e e n t h  Diploma and Thirteenth Master's Degree Course ,1976~7Z 

The session 1976-77 is indeed important in the history of 

development of library education in Bangladesh. It started with 

more vigour and enthusiasm with the introduction of M. A. Pre­

liminary course.

Sixty-one students were admitted to Diploma, eleven 

students were admitted to M . A. Preliminary (first batch) and 

twenty—seven students were admitted to the FI. A. Final year * 

c l a s s .

Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmad was appointed Chairman of the Depart­

ment for a term of three years as per the Dhaka University 

order. Due to the opening of M. A. Preliminary course, the Uni­

versity authority felt the necessity to create one post of Asso­

ciate Professor and one post of Assistant Professor. The post 

of Assistant Professor was filled by Mrs. Afifa Rahman, who was 

on ad-hoc basis against the leave vacancy of Mr. A.F.M. Fazle 

Kabir. Mr. K. M. Saiful Islam, lecturer,was appointed Assis­

tant Professor in the leave vacancy of Mr. A.F.M.Fazle Kabi^?

Sixteen, out of twenty-nine in Diploma, nine in M. A. 

Preliminary and twenty-two, out of twenty-four, in M. A.
53

Final examinations came out successful.

51. Idem. Department of Library Science Attendance Register,
-1976-1977.

52. Idem. 56th Annual Report 1976-1977, p.106.

53. Idem. Library Science Examination Result Sheets, 1977*
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Eighteenth Diploma and Fourteenth Mas t e r’s Decree C o u r s e ,1977-78

Sixty-one and twenty students were admitted to the Diploma

and the M.A.Preliminary classes. The students who passed the M.

A.Preliminary got themselves admitted to M.A.Final year class

alongwith the Diploma holders. Thus twenty-one students were 

admitted to the M. A. Final year class-;

Mr. M.A. Razzaque Sarkar, M . A .(Lib.Sc.),(Dac), a senior

practising Librarian, Bangladesh Bank, Dacca, was appointed a 

part time lecturer in the d e p a r t m e n t ^

Thirty candidates appeared in the Diploma examination of

1977 held in 1978 of whom twenty-one came out successful. Seven, 

out of fifteen candidates, came out successful in the M.A.Pre­

liminary examination. Seventeen candidates appeared in the M.A. 

Final examination in Library Science of 1976 held in December

1978 and January 1979- Out of them fifteen came out successful^ 

Nineteenth Diploma and Fifteenth M.A.(Final) Course, 1978-79

Ninety-seven students were admitted to the Diploma, twenty- 

five to M.A.Preliminary and twenty-five to M.A.Final year ala^ 

sses from anongst the successful M.A.Preliminary and Diploma 

h o l d e r s ^ T h e y  were taught according to revised syllabus dis­

cussed in chapter 6:2.

Fifty-four and nineteen candidates appeared in the Dip­

loma and Master's Degree examinations held in 1979 and 1980 

respectively. Out of those candidates forty-four passed the 

Diploma and eighteen in the Master's Degree examinations 

r e s p e c t i v e l y ^

5 4 .Idem. 57th Annual Report 1977-78, P-74.
55.Ibid. pp.73-7^.
56.Dacca University, Library Science Examination Result Sheets. 
57.Idem. 58th Annual Report 1978-79, pp.79-80 <,
58.Idem. Library Science Examination Result Sheets.
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One hundred-fifty and twenty-five students were admitted

respectively to the Diploma and M.A.Preliminary classes. Thirty

students were admitted to M.A.Final year class from amongst the
5 9

successful M.A. Preliminary and Diploma holders.

Mr. A.K.M. Shamsul Alam, Associate Professor, was again 

appointed Chairman of the department in accordance with the 

•amendment of Schedule 36 of the Dacca University O r d e r ,19751

Fifty-eight, out of seventy-one,came out successful in the 

Diploma examination held in 1980. Twenty-five candidates appe­

ared in the Master's Degree examination of 1978 held in March- 

April 1981 and twenty-three of them passed in the examination.

Twenty-first Diploma and Seventeenth Master's Decree Course,
1980-1981

The next batch of twenty-first Diploma and the seventeenth

and last batch (of this study) of the Master's Degree Course

in Library Science, which continued upto 1982, started in the 

session 1980-1981.
During the session two hundred and forty-five students

were admitted to Diploma and Master's Degree Courses respec-
n 61 tively.

One hundred and one candidates appeared in the Diploma 

examination of 1980 held in August 1981. Out of them sixty

came out successful.Forty-two candidates appeared in the Final

Master's Degree examination of 1979 held in April-May 1982 and
6 2

thirty-five came out successful.

59- Idem. 59th Annual Report 1979-80, p.66.
60. Idem. Library Science Examination Result Sheets.
61. Idem. 60th Annual Report 1980-81, pp.41-42.
62. Idem. Library Science Examination Result Sheets.

Twentieth Diploma and Sixteenth Master's Degree Course<1979-80
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The twenty-second Diploma course, the last batch of this

study;was started during the session 1981-82. Two hundred and

63three students were admitted to the Diploma course.

Eighty-three, out of one hundred and thirtyrthree can­

didates, came out successful in the Diploma examination of 

1981 held in August 1982.

According to repeal of '1977 amendment1 which restored

'Schedule 36 of the Dacca University Order 1973* > Hr. Serwar

Hossain, Assistant Professor took the charge of the Chairman

of the Department from 1st July 1982. Hr. S.S.M.A.Khorasani,

M . A .(Lib.Sc.) , Assistant Director, Central Public Library,

Dhaka, was appointed part-time lecturer. Thus the position 

of teaching staff by 1982 stands as follows:

Table - III

The position of teaching.staff of the-Department 

of Library Science, University of Dhaka (1982).

Sanctioned Ho. of Name with qualifications
post post

Twenty-second Diploma Course, 1981-1982

Associate 1 A.K.M. Shamsul Alam, D.L.Sc., M.Com.,
Professor L L . B . ,(Dhaka),M.S. (Rutgers).

Assistant 4 Hasiruddin Ahmad, M . A .(Pol.Sc.), D.L.Sc.,
Professor M.A. (Lib .Sc.), (Dhaka).

Serwar Hossain, M.A. (Philo.),(Dhaka)
D.L.Sc. (London).

Afifa Rahman, M.A. (Hist.), M.A.(Lib.Sc.)*

Lecturer 4 K.M.Saiful Islam, M.L.S. (Karachi) (Dtiaka)
Madhab Chandra Dey, M . A .(Hist),MA.(Lib.Sc.)

Two part-timers are working against ( ^ a k a )  . 
vacant post of lecturers.

63- Idem. 61st Annual Report 1981-82, p.42.
64. Idem. Library Science -Examination Result Sheets.
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The study of education for librarianship at post-graduate 

level in the University of Dhaka shows that the following 

teachers acted as Heads/Chairmen of the Department from 

its inception (1959) to 1982 is shown in table-IV.

Table - IV

Heads/Chairmen of the Department of Library S c i e n c e , 
University of Dhaka (1959-1982)

171

SI. Name of Head/ Qualifications Period Remarks 
no. Chairman

1. M. S. Kh3n M.A.,B.L.(Rangoon)July 1959- Head
June .1972

2. A.K.M.Shamsul Alam D.L.Sc• ,M.Com., July 1972- Chairman
LLB. (Dhaka) June 1976 (July 1973)
M.S. (Rutgers)

3. Hasiruddin Ahmad M.A. (Pol.Sc.), July 1976- Chairman
D.L.Sc.,M.A. June 1979
(Lib.Sc.),(Dhaka)

4. A.K.M.Shamsul Alam As si. 2 above July 1979- Chairman
June 1982

5. Serwar Hossain M.A.. (Philo.) July 1982- Chairman
(Dhaka), continues
D.L.Sc. (London).for 3 y r s .

Library education at post-graduate level in the Uni­

versity of Dhaka produced a good number of Diploma and Mas­

ter's Degree holders during post-independence period (197^- 

1982) and they are shown in table - VA and VB r e s p e c t i v e l y ^

65. Dacca University, Annual Reports 1970-1982, 
Spp a l s o .Idem. Library Science Examination 
Result Sheets , 1972-1982.
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Table - VA

Professional output of Diploma Courses during 
post-independence period (1971-1982)

Academic No .of No.of en - No.ap­ Passed in Class No.
year batch rolment peared 1st 2nd 3rd passed %

1970-71 i
1971-72 Ij 12th 60 47 - 18 28 46 97.8

1972-73
1973-74
1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78'
1978-79
1979-80
1980-81 
1981-82

13th 
14th 
15th 
16th 
17th 
1 8th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
22nd

76
90

100
70
61
61
97

150
200
203

61
63
44
34
29
30 
54 
71

101
133

- 23 
2 13 
1 9 
1 9
- 9
- 10
- 25 1 28
- 19
- 40

24+4
23
13+1
15
5+2

11
19
29
41
43

47+4
38
24
25 
16 
21 
44 
58 
60 
83

83.6

60.3
54.5
73.5 
55.2 
70
81.4 
81.7
59.4
62.4

Total 1168 667 5 203 258 466

Table - VB

Professional output of Master’s Degree Courses 
during post-independence period (1971-1982).

Academic Wo .of No.of en­ No .ap­ Passed in: Class No.
year batch rolment peared 1st 2nd 3rd passed %

1970-71 i
1971-72 j| 9th 27 26 - 14 12 26 100
1972-73
1973-74
1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79
1979-80

10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
13th 
16th 
17th

-42
41
24
27
21
25 
30 
45

27
26
17
24
17
19
25 
42

- 15+1
- 15
-  5
- 13
- 5
- 8
- 15
- 11

8+1
8
6
910

10
8

24

25
2311
22
15
18
23
35

92.5
88.4
64.7
91 .6 
88.2
94.7
92
83.3

Total 282 223 -102 96 198

Note : The session 1979-80 continued upto 1982 owing to war of 
liberation in 1971 and subsequent political turmoil and 
students' unrest caused the shifting of examination dates. 
So the Master’s Decree examination of 1980 held in 1982.
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It has been found from the study of library education 

at post-graduate level that the Department of Library Science, 

University of Dhaka, produced 466 Diploma holders and 198 

Waster's Degree holders by eleven years of teaching during 

post-independence period from 1971 to 1982. Being appointed, 

these professional personnel are helping in organizing the 

libraries scientifically and thereby imrpoving the library 

services in the country. Some of them obtained Master's 

Degree in Library Science from developed countries and a 

few of them did their Ph.D. degree as well from UK, USA 

and India. The education for librarianship in Bangladesh 

though remains within the limited dimension and resource 

yet its product encourages the rapid development of library 

system and services in the country.
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4:3 M. PHIL. AND PH.D. PROGRAMMES III THE DEPARTMENT OF 
LIBRARY SCIENCE, UUIVERSIT? OF D H A K A , 1974-1982

Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.) Programme (197^-82)

Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.) programme in Library 

Science was approved by the Dacca University during the 

session 1974-7^^but it commenced from the session 1975-76̂  

The Ordinance and Regulations for the Degree of Master of 

Philosophy was approved by the Syndicate on 23-2-1974^®

This Ordinance and Regulations was revised by the Academic 

Council and later approved by the Syndicate on 6 - 5 - 1 9 7 8 ^

The M.Phil. syllabus approved by the Board of Advanced 

Studies on the recommendations of the Academic Committee of 

the department and the Academic Council of the University of 

Dhaka is as follows :

Syllabuses ■

First year : 1. Social function of libraries
3. Organization of knowledge
3. Principles of Research Methods
4. Comparative studies in Librarianship
5. Current trends in technical services 

in libraries
6. Bibliography of literature
7. Viva-Voce

Each paper consists of 100 marks besides 100 marks 
for viva-voce examination. A student is to take up 
any two pampers for written examination and appear 
before the viva-voce Board after successful comple­
tion of his/her full-time courses of studies in the 1st year.

66. Dacca University, Annual Report 1974-75, p.87.
67. Idem. Registrar's Offj.ce Record.
68. .Idem. Syndicate Minutes dated 23-2-74. •
69. Idem. Ordinance and Regulations for the Degree of Master 

of Philosophy (M.Phil.). AC.M. dated 10-4-78 and 
Syndicate Minutes dated 6-5-1978.
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Second, year : Dissertation.

One student enrolled in 1976-1977 session for the

M. Phil, degree. But he could not secure 50% mark in all

papers and as such he failed in the M. Phil. Preliminary

71
examination held in October 1977■

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Programme (1978-1982)

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) programme in Library 

Science was approved by Dhaka University during the session 

1978-1979. The Ordinances and Regulations for the Degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) passed in 1974 was revised and 

approved by the Syndicate on 6-5-1978 on the recommendation 

of the Academic Council on "10-4-1978?^

According to the Ordinance and Regulations for Ph. D. 

programme Messrs K. M. Saiful Islam and Nasiruddin Ahmad, 

Assistant Professors, Department of Library Science, U n i ­

versity of Dacca, registered for Ph.D. in Library Science 

on 28th June, 1979 and 22nd June, 1982 respectively?^

70. Idem. Syllabuses for M.Phil. Course in Library Science,1974-1975. ’
71. Idem. Library Science, Preliminary M.Phil. Examination 

Result Sheet, 1977*
72. Idem. Ordinance and Regulations for the degree of Doctor

of Philosophy (Ph.D). A.C.M. dt.10-4-78 and S.M. dt.6-5-78. 
75. Idem. Registrar's Office Record . * *’
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The particulars of two teachers for Ph. U. degree 

in Library Science by 1982 are shown in table - VI

Table - VI

Particulars of Ph. 1). students in Library Science 

by 1982

Name, address Date of Subject of research
and Registra- joining and supervisor
tion No. with 
session

K.M.Saiful Islam 28-

Assistant Pro­
fessor, Depart­
ment of Library 
Science. D.U.

Rgn. o.122/1978-79

Re-registered 
on 26-9-1984.

■6-79 A code for catalo­
guing and indexing 
Bangladeshi Muslim, 
Hindu and Buddhist 
n a m e s .

Dr.Mustafizur R a h ­
man, Prof.of Arabic 
Dhaka University.

Supervisor:1.
Dr.Muhammad 
Enamul Huq (Ben­
gali) after his 
death.
2 .Dr.S.M.Imam- 
uddin (Islamic 
Hist.^Culture) 
retired,
5-Dr.Mustafizur 
Rahman (Arabic) 
from 26-9-1984.

Nasiruddin Ahmad 22-6-82 Education for libra-

Assistant Profe­
ssor, Department 
of Library Science, 
Dhaka University.

Rgn. No.127/1981-82.

rxanship in Bangladesh: 
an historical study,
1947-1982.
Dr.Mohammad Moniruzzaman 
Prof. of Bengali,
Dhaka University.

74. Ibid.
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4:4 STANDARDS AND MANAGEMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
LIBRARY SCIENCE, UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA

The Department of Library Science of the University of 

Dhaka, established in 1 9 5 91 consists of two courses viz:

1) One year Post-graduate Diploma in Library Science
(D.L.Sc.) ’

2) Two year Master's Degree Course i.e. M.A. Preliminary 
(1st year) and M.A. Final (2nd year) in Library Science.

The number of students in each of the above courses is 

100 and 75 (50 for Preliminary and 45 for Final) respectively.

Admission requirements.

Students having a degree of Bachelor of Arts, Science or 

Commerce of the University of Dhaka or from any other recog­

nized University are eligible to apply for admission into 

Diploma (with at leafet one second division, professional ex­

perience preferred) and M.A. Preliminary courses (with at least 

two second divisions). A written examination is held on language, 

literature, culture, history, library and allied subjects in­

cluding general knowledge. An oral test is normally held for 

those who pass in the written test for admission into Diploma 

ond M.A.rroliininury coureeo. Students punsing the Diploma and , 

M.A. Preliminary from this. University or any other University 

recognized by the Dhaka University get admission to M. A. Final 

year course. The admission test is generally held before the

commencement of the course on 1st July of every academic 

session which extends from July to June.
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D uration.

The duration of the Diploma course lasts for one year 

from July to June and two year M.A. Course i.e. M.A. Preli­

minary and M.A. Final one year each and they also extend 

from July to June every year. Each of the courses continues 

at the rate of 30 class hours per week including practical 

work and guided research (for M.A. Final year course) with­

out counting tutorial, seminars, and visits to libraries 

which are common but not always compulsory*

Teaching S t a f f .

Though 11 posts of full-time teachers of three cate­

gories viz. Associate Professor, Assistant Professor and 

Lecturer, besides one Laboratory Instructor, were sanctioned 

but yet the department is running with only six full-time 

teachers and the remaining posts are lying vacant (ch.4:2B) 

though attempts are being made to fill up the vacant posts.

Two part-time lecturers are now working as specialists against 

the vacant posts of lecturers. Attempts are being made to 

create a post of Professor. Teachers are appointed through 

advertisement on the basis of requisite qualifications pres­

cribed by the University.
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Preparation of Courses of S t udeis.

The committee of courses of studies is composed of te­

achers of the department and external subject specialists 

who jointly formulate the scope of the courses of study for 

both Diploma and M. A. in Library Science. This is processed 

through the Faculty and finally approved by the Academic 

Council and the Syndicate. The syllabi are reviewed annually 

in order to make it up-to-date in the context of latest deve­

lopment of the profession at home and abroad.

Teaching; Methods and Reading; Materials.

The classes are held in the afternoon. The medium of 

instruction had been in English but after independence atte­

mpts are being made gradually to switch over to Bengali, the 

national language of Bangladesh. Instruction is now imparted 

both in English and Bengali. The teaching includes lectures, 

tutorial instructions, work in laboratories and practical 

class assignment of classification and cataloguing. Teaching 

is supplemented by tutorial class and occasional seminars, 

workshops and visit to major libraries of Dhaka to show around 

practical library works. Students mainly depend on class lec­

tures and text—books available in the University and other, 

libraries of Dhaka. '

There is a great dearth of reading materials, practical 

tools and equipments needed for conducting the courses. A few
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books have been written in Bengali but they are of a very 

elementary nature. Library Science education in Bangladesh 

depends mainly on library literature in English language pro­

duced outside Bangladesh, particularly in USA, UK and India.

Examination S y s t e m . ■

Examinations, both written and viva-voce, are held at 

the end of the Academic session after the completion of the 

course, generally with a gap of two months.A written examina­

tion of four hours duration for each theoretical and practical 

paper (classification and cataloguing) of 100 marks is held.The 

D .D .C,,U «P *C<, end 1/ C schedules are followed for practical exa­

minations, Viva-Voce examination is normally held after the 

written examinations.

There are two examiners in each theoretical and practical

paper.The concerned teachers of the department'are appointed.

internal examiner. The external examiners are appointed from

amongst the senior prctising librarians of the country who have 

requisite qualifications and also adequate professional back­

ground.

A candidate is required to obtain, in the final exami­

nation, 25# marks in each theoretical paper and 40% marks in 

each practical paper and 36% marks on average. 60% marks on 

average are required for first class, 45% marks for Second 

Ciacss, and 36% marks for Third Claus. Thus a list of success­

ful candidates is declared to have passed the Diploma and
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Master's Degree examinations in order of merit showing the 

'Class' against their names. The results are published pro­

visionally subject to the approval of the Syndicate. Succ­

essful candidates are awarded diplomas by the Dhaka Univer­

sity as (i) D. L. Sc. for post-graduate Diploma and (ii) M. 

A. for Master's degree in Library Science respectfully.

Management of the Department.

The affairs of the department are managed in accordance 

with 'Dacca University Order, Ordinances and Regulations'.
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C H A P T E R - 5

TRAINING FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIANSHIP IN RELEVANT 

INSTITUTIONS OF BANGLADESH; 1963-1982

5:1 TRAINING FOR LIBRARIANSHIP IN THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE 

OF EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION EXTENSION AND RESEARCH, 

1 5 6 5 - 1 9 8 2

•Establishment

NIEAER -- "The National Institute of Educational Adminis­

tration Extension and Research was established by the Govern­

ment of Bangladesh in July, 1982 with a view to improving the 

quality of educational administration and management and in­

service teacher training programmes in the country. The NIEAER 

was created by merging two National Institutions — Bangladesh 

Education Extension and.Research Institute (BERRI), former East 

Pakistan Education Extension Centre (EPEEC), established in 1959 

and National Institute of Educational Administration Manage­

ment and Research (NIEAMR) established in 1981"!.

NIEAER is located in the former building of East Pakis­

tan Education Extension Centre (EPEEC), close to Dhaka College 

and Dhaka Teachers' Training College in Dhanmondi area, Dhaka, 

lhe Institute, is entrusted with the responsibility of deve­

loping, arranging and co-ordinating programmes of in-service 

education for teachers, headmasters, inspectors and other edu­

cation offisers. Basically the institute would emphasize upon ' 

the training of experienced but untrained teachers, headmasters, 

inspectors and administrators.

1. Bangladesh, Ministry of Education, NIEAER, Introducing
National Institute of Educational Administration Extension 
and Research (a booklet) (Dhaka : NIEAER, 1983), p.1.
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Pre - Indpendence Period (1963 - 1971)

"A school library must be the hub of school activity. 

To-day a teacher is not more important than a librarian ; a 

class room is not more vital than a library. The maintenance 

of the library and the librarian are matters of the first 

importance, that should be treated by the inspectorate with 

the seriousness they deserve"? "The school library — a 

laboratory for learning. The school library shares with the 

school its responsibility for teaching the students how to 

learn to think effectively, efficiently, and creatively 

with satisfaction and zest"? Every secondary school and 

even some of the primary schools in Bangladesh have a libra­

ry of its own without systematic organization.

Having these ideas as a background philosophy and 

knowing that the library scene in the secondary school in 

Bangladesh is extremely shabby and believing that some sort 

training may help to bring about a favourable change in 

the precarious condition of secondary schools, the Educa­

tion Extension Centre organized and conducted short train­

ing courses in library science for the graduate secondary 

school teachers from 1963.

Training Programme for Teacher - Librarians

2. Mural Wasi, "Book Promotion in India, Why? What? How?", 
The Education Quarterly (India:Oct, 1972).

3* Ruth Ann Davies, The school library : a force for
educational excellence ( New lork : Bowker, 1969), p.243.
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"One training course for tb.e teacher-librarians of 

pilot high schools was held by the East Pakistan Education 

Extension Centre from 11th to 16th February, 1963. This 

course was the first of its kind here ; as no other train­

ing course in library science was earlier sponsored by the 

centre11̂  The programme of the course was drawn up with a 

view to helping the teacher-librarians of secondary schools

(i) "to acquire an understanding of the significance of 

school library service, and (ii) to develop ability for 

effective organization and operation of the school library" 

and to acquaint with modern methods of librarianship and 

objectives of libraries in secondary schools.

Sixteen persons attended the course. Fifteeen teacher-

librarians from fourteen pilot high schools and one library

assistant from the education extension centre. The course

was of one week duration though it was normally meant for

four weeks. "Although this course was of short duration yet

the participants got some basic and fundamental ideas of

theoretical and practical librarianship which was valuable

for running the school libraries efficiently!^ 
t

In formulating the courses Messrs M.S. Khan, Librarian 

and Head of the Department of Library Science, Dhaka Univer­

sity, Ahmad Husain, Officer on Special Duty for library 

development, Education Directorate, A. M. Motahar Ali Khan, 

Assistant Librarian, East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) Central 

Public Library extended help to Mr. M. Borman, the specialist 

of the centre and Officer-in-charge of the course. Services

4. East Pakistan Education Centre Bulletin (Dacca i Pakistan 
Education Centre, January-March 1963)» vol.II no.3» p.12.

5. Ibid. p.13-

6. Nasiruddin Ahmad, "Education for Librarianship in Bangla­
desh" International Library Review (London: Academic Press, 
1981), Vol.13, no.1, p.108.
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of some resource persons including Messrs M. S. Khan,

Ahmad Husain, A. R. Mirdah, Mary A. Thronhill were utilized 

in conducting the course and making it successful. They 

taught several theoretical and practical lessons to the 

participants on some important topic in library science,

"Mr. M. Shamsul Huq, Director of Public Instruction,

East Pakistan, presided over the closing session held on 

the 16th February, 1963. Mr. Hareld A, Anderson, Executive 

Officer, University of Chicago-Pakistan Education project, 

was present on the occasion as the guest of honour and gave 

away the certificates to the participants of the course"?

The second course of eight weeks duration was arranged 

and held at the Education Extension Centre from 19th April 

to 12th June, 1965* The objectives of this course were : (i) 

to acquaint the participants with modern methods of librarian­

ship and objectives of libraries in secondary schools, and

(ii) to train participants to set up and maintain model
« - ♦ ft

libraries in their respective schools.

This was eight times longer course than the first one 

and greater emphasis was given on both theoretical and 

practical aspect of librarianship suitable for school libra­

ries. Eighteen teacher-librarians attended the course. Suc- 

cesful trainees were given certificates of completion of the 

course.

The resource persons, who taught the course, were 

Messrs M.S.Khan, Ahmad Husain, A.M.Motahar Ali Khan, M.A.

A w a l , S.S.Hussain, J.L.Johnson and J. W. Dye.

7* East Pakistan Education Centre Bulletin (Dacca: Pakistan 
Education Centre*January-March 1963), p. 13.

8. S.S.M.A.Khorasani, Courses in library science in East 
Pakistan: what they have meant to librarianship in the 
province (Dacca : 1966), p.23.
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Mr. M. A. A w a l , Librarian was Officer-in-charge of this 

course until 3rd May, 1965. Then Mr. S. R. Chowdhury, Libra­

rian of the centre worked as Officer-in-charge for the re­

maining period of the course upto 12th June, 1965*

The third course of four weeks’ duration was held from 

1st to 28th Nove m b e r , 1965. The four participants of this 

course were teacher-cum-librarians of non-government high 

schools of the province of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). 

Lectures were delivered on cataloguing, classification, 

reference work and library administration by Messrs Ahmad 

Husain, Md. Shahabuddin, Librarian EFUET (now B U E T ) , A. R. 

Mirdah, A. M. Motahar Ali Khan, and Mr. S.-R. Chowdhury, 

Librarian of the Centre worked as Officer-in-charge of the 

course.

The fourth course was of two weeks' duration held on 

and from 4-th March to 17th March, 1966. This course was 

arranged for teacher - cum - librarians of multilateral 

and bi-lateral high schools of Dhaka and Chittagong tlivieion. 

Eighteen candidates attended the course. They were awarded 

certificates after successful completion of the course. 

Cataloguing, classification, reference work and library 

administration were taught by the teachers of the previ­

ous course.

The fifth course was of ten weeks' duration held on and 

from the prd October to 14th December, 1968, Nineteen candi­

dates attended the course. The said resource persons taught 

the candidates who came from different high schools and they 

were awarded certificate after successful completion of the 

course.
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The sixth course of four weeks' duration was held from 

25th August to 20th September,1969. Seventeen candidates 

attended the course from high schools. Most of the aforsaid 

resource persons taught the candidates. The Librarian of the 

Centre was Officer—in—charge of the course.

The seventh course of training of teacher-librarians of 

high schools held for four weeks' from 9th December, 1970 
to 5th January, 1971. Forty candidates attended the course 

and came out successful. The senior practising librarians 

taught the course with Mr. S.R. Chowdhury, Librarian of the 

Centre as Officer-in-charge of the course.

This is the position of library education and training 

for graduate teacher-cum-librarian of high schools in Bang­

ladesh during Pakistan regime from 1963 to 1971. The number 

of courses, its duration and the number of trainees who 

came out successful during the pre-independence period of 

Bangladesh as discussed above is now shown below in table-I.

Table - I

Short Training Course in Library Science Education held 

at East Pakistan Education Extension Centre .(EPEEC) 

during Pre-Independence period (1963-71

No. of course Period of the course No. of trainees

1 11.2.63 — 16 .2.63 16
2 19.4.65 — 12.6.65 18
3 1.11.65 -  28.11.65 4
4 4.3.66 - 1 7 . 3 . 6 6 18
5 3.10.68 -  14.12.68 19
6 25.8.69 -  20.9.69 17
7 9.12.70 -  5.1.71 400

-
1—
i 

55 -p 0

11.2.63 -  5.1.71 132

9- East Pakistan Education Extension Centre Records.
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Training Programme for Teacher-Librarians 

Post-Independence Period. (1971-82)

The East Pakistan Education Extension Centre was 

renamed as Bangladesh Education Extension Centre (BEEC) 

after independence. There was a gap of library education 

and training in the centre from 6th January to 7th April 

"1974. Nr. Muhammad Abdur Rasul, a senior practsing libra­

rian was appointed in the meantime as a library specialist 

for Bangladesh Education Extension Centre.

The eighth training; course, first in independent Bang­

ladesh, was held from 8th April to 30th April 197^. The 

duration of the course was more than three weeks. Thirteen 

graduate teachers of secondary schools attended the course.

The resource persons were Messrs M. S. Khan, retired 

Librarian, Dhaka University, Md. Shahabuddin, Librarian, 

and Abu Bakr Siddique, Deputy Librarian of BUET, Dhaka,

A. R. Mirdah, Senior Deputy Librarian and Librarian-in- 

charge, Dhaka University, K.A.M.S. Huda Mia, Deputy Libra­

rian (Science Section), Abu Sayeed, Assistant Librarian, 

Dhaka University, A.M.M.A. Khan, Librarian-in-charge, 

Central Public Library, Dhaka, M.A. Awal and S.S.M.A. Khora 

sani, Assistant Librarian, Central Public Library, Dhaka.

The ninth course of four weeks' duration was held by 

the Bangladesh Education Extension Centre from 4th to 30th 

November, 1974. Seven teacher-librarians participated the 

course. Most of the resource persons of eighth course were 

taken to coach the trainees. The course programme was pre­

pared by the library specialist who was also the Officer- 

in-charge of the course. All the seven trainees came out 

successful in the course.
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In tlxe year 1975 the Government of the People’s Republic 

of Bangladesh decided to expand the scope of the centre m  

order to meet the increasing needs and requirements of educa­

tional training facilities in the new-born state and as such 

its name was changed from Bangladesh Education Extension  ̂

Centre to Bangladesh Education Extension and Research Insti­

tute (BEERI).

In 1975 the tenth training course on school librarian­

ship started with more interest and energy keeping in view the 

expanded programmes of the Institute. Thirteen graduate teachers 

of secondary schools attended the course. The duration of the 

course was three weeks' from 12th May to 31st May, 1975. The 

candidates had to use the library of the Institute in the off 

period of their class routine as a programme of practical li­

brary use and to see for themselves the library organization

and its services.

Though the course is tenth in succession yet it has the 

significance of being a modified course in Bangladesh. The 

course content was revised in accordance with the modern con­

cept of librarianship suitable for school libraries in the 

country. In addition to the resource persons of the earlier 

course more resource persons including Mr. A.K.M.Shamsul Alam, 

Associate Professor and Chairman, and Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmad, 

Senior -most Assistant Professor in the Department of Library 

Science of the University of Dhaka were included in this course 

to teach the teacher-librarians* The library specialist Mr. 

Muhammad Abdur Rasul, was the Officer-in-charge of the course. 

Thirteen graduate teachers of secondary schools successfully 

completed the course.
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The eleventh course started, from 12th September 1975*

The duration of the course was more than seven weeks from 

12th September to 2nd November, 1975* Thirty graduate secon­

dary school teachers of different high schools attended the 

course. The services of almost all the resource persons of 

the earlier course were utilized. The candidates came out 

successful.

The twelfth training course for teacher-librarians was 

conducted for more than three weeks from 26th Janpary to 18th 

February 1976. Eleven candidates attended the course. The 

services of the resource persons mentioned above were utilized 

to coach the trainees. All the trainees came out successful.

As close cooperation was established between BEERI and 

Department of Library Science, Dhaka University, the thir­

teenth training course started with the aforesaid resource 

persons along with some more teachers from the Department 

of Library Science, Dhaka University.

A visiting programme to well-organized libraries in the 

city was chalked out for the trainees from this session. 

Trainees thus went round the libraries with enthusiasm and 

had the idea of practical librarianship. The duration of the 

course was of four w e e k s’ from 25th October to 20th November, 

1976. Thirteen trainees from the secondary schools attended 

the course and came out successful.

Eighty-seven teachers are trained in library science from 

8th to 13th courses during 1974 to 1976. All the courses from 

14th to 27th were conducted with similar interest and enthu­
siasm under the able leadership of the Specialist of the 

Institute from 2nd February 1977 to 12th November 1981.
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The number of graduate teachers of secondary schools 

trained in library science education during this peridd 

(14th to 27th courses) is 127.

The twenty-seventh training course for teacher- 

librarians of secondary schools of Bangladesh in the 

NIEABR, the newly styled institute, began from 6th Se p ­

tember, 1982. Eight graduate teachers attended the course. 

The duration of the course was about two weeks. After 

completion of the course the trainees went round the 

major libraries in the capital city of Dhaka.

The senior practising librarians and some teachers 

of Library Science Department of the University of Dhaka 

offered their services for teaching the trainees. The 

trainees came out successful in the course and they were 

awarded certificate.

The number of trainees during the post-independence 

period of Bangladesh from its 8th to 27th courses des­

cribed above is now shown in a consolidated form in 

table - II.
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at NIEA.ER, Dhaka, Luring Post-indepencence Period 
in

( 1 9 7 4 - 1 9 8 2 ) .

Table - II

Short Training Course in Library Science Education

N o . of 
Course

Period of the Course No. of 
trainees

8 8.4.74 30.4.74 13

? 4.11.74 - 30.11 .74 7

10 12.5.75 - 31.5.75 13

11 12.9.75 - 2.11.75 ' 30

12 26.1.76 - 18.2.76 11

13 25.10.76 - 20.11 .76 13

14 2.2.77 - 26.2.77 15

15 15.8.77 - 8.9.77 16

16 1J.2.78 - 10.3-78 6

17 10.4.78 - 4.5.78 5

18 7.8.78 - 31.8.78 16

19 20.11.78 - 9.12.78 . 6

20 10.9.79 - 29.9.79 3

21 12.11.79 - 20.11.79 5

22 17.3.80 - 29.3.80 11
23 26.5.80 - 7.6.80 12

24 2 m .9.80 - 11.10.80 10

25 17.8.81 - 29 .8.81 5

26 2.11.81 - 12.11 .81 9

27 6.9.82 - 16.9.82 8

Total 20 214

10. NIEAER Records.
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Thus it transpires from the calculation of table-I 

and table-II that in all secondary school teachers

in Bangladesh were trained in this short courses of 

school librarianship held at NIEAER, Dhaka, during the 

period from 1965 to 1982. It is expected that the tea­

chers trained in library education will become library 

minded teachers, having the basic elementaty knowledge 

of library science, and they will be able to run the 

school library in the absence of trained full-time 

librarian.
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5:2 TRAINING FOR LIBRARIANSHIP IN TEACHERS1 TRAINING

COLLEGES, 1975 - 1982

Establishment

During the British rule in the year 1909* Dhaka Tea­

chers' Training College was established, at Armanitola Govern­

ment High School premises for education of teachers' of High 

English (H.E.) schools (now secondary schools). It has the 

glory to be the first institution of its kind in this part 

of the sub-continent. At present, the campus of this pione- 

ring institution of teacher education is situated in the 

Dhanmondi area adjacent to Dhaka C o l l e g e ,Dhaka * In the erstwhile 

East-Pakistan, from 1947 to 1971, there were six teachers 

training colleges : one each at Dhaka, Rajshahi, Comilla,

Khulna , Mymensingh (mens') and Mymensingh (womens'). After 

liberation four more new Teachers' Training Colleges at 

Chittagong, Jessore, Rangpur and Feni were established in 

order to educate the increasing number of teachers of fast 

growing secondary schools in Bangladesh. So the number of 

teachers' training colleges in Bangladesh is ten.

Secondary school teachers with a Bachelor Degree are 

trained in Teachers' Training Colleges which offer one-year 

degree course. After successful completion of the course 

they are awarded the degree of Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.).

The minimum qualification for admission into B. Ed. course 

is Bachelors degree in arts, science or commerce. "Two 

Teachers' Training Colleges, Dhaka and Mymensingh, are also 

meant to offer Master's of Education. The Institute of Edu­

cation and Research (IER) of Dhaka University offers Diploma 

(Dip-in-Ed.) and Master's of Education (M.Ed.). A Doctorate 

Course (Ed. D.) is also available at the Dhaka University*.

11. Bangladesh, Ministry of Education. Education in 
Bangladesh (a booklet) (Dhaka : Ministry of Edu­
cation, 1983), p. 7-

1 9 4
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During the session 1975-76 Library Science was introduced

as an optional subject in the curriculum of the Teachers’

Training College, Dhaka. Along with Dhaka Teachers' Training 

College, two more teachers1 training colleges at Rajshahi 

and Khulna started teaching library science as an optional 

subject with a view to making the graduate teachers of secon­

dary school understand the minimum process and techniques of 

librarianship appropriate to secondary schools in absence of 

trained librarian* Inspired with the ideas, Mymensingh (mens') 

Teachers' Training College also started teaching library 

science as an optional subject from the session 1981-82.

Each of the secondary schools of Bangladesh has a library

of some form. This is, no doubt, an encouraging and optimis­

tic information regarding our secondary schools. But unfor­

tunately, with the exception of few libraries, none of them 

has a trained librarian. Most of the libraries are run by 

the teachers who have little or no experience in library 

management and functioning. As such the libraries, the life 

blood of educational institutions, are functioning more as 

decorative symbols or godowns than as an effective education 

dispensing service. It can not be denied that development 

of schools in the true sense of the term can not be augmented 

until and unless teachers become aware of the importance of 

libraries and the students are encouraged to use library. 

Teachers' Training Colleges felt the need of creating a 

consciousness among the teachers about the pivotal role of 

libraries in education and took a positive step in the right 

direction. It is rightly hoped that the trained teachers

Introduction of Library Science as a Curricular Subject
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with some basic knowledge of library science will develop 

the prevailing conditions of libraries in a systematic way 

and enrich secondary school education, The syllabus of library 

education and training in the T e a c h e r s’ Training Colleges is 

a course of one paper of 100 marks for ten months duration 

and the teachers are trained according to this syllabus.

Teachers Trained in Library Education

The number of secondary school teachers who are trained 
in library education from Dhaka, Rajshahij Khulna and 
M y m ensingh T. T. Colleges during the period 1975-76 to
1981-82 is shown in the following tables : ^

Table - III Table - IV.

Dhaka Teachers* Training College Rajshahi Teachers' Training

No. of Academic No. of teachers No.of Academic Ho. of tea-

ColleKe

course Session trained Course session chers trained

1st 1975-76
2nd 1976-77
3rd 1977-78
4 t h  1978-79
5th 1979-80
6 t h  1980-81
7th 1981-82

~ 8?
165
112
85
72
87
90

T s t  1975-76 Z5
2nd 1976-77 H O
3rd 1977-78 85
4 t h  1978-79 70

Total 350

Total 693

12. Teachers Training Colleges' Records.
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Khulna Teachers' Training Mymensingh TEachers*
College [Draining College

T a b l e  - V T a b l e  - V I

No. of Academic No. of tea- No. of Academic No. of
Course Session chers trained Course Session Teachers 
-------------------------------- — — _______ Trained
1st 1975-76 20 1st 1980-81 11

2nd 1976-77 55 „

3rd 1977-78 40 2nd 19B1-e2 45

Total 95 Total 54

The total number of teachers who are trained in 

library science education in the aforesaid four Teachers' 

Training Colleges for one academic session of one paper 

course of 100 marks es an optional subject is shown below 

in table - VII.

Table - VII

Total number of teachers trained in library science 

education in four Teachers' Training Colleges during 

the session from 1975-76 to 1981-82

Name of Teachers' 
Training Colleges

Academic
session

N o . of 
Courses

No. of teachers 
trained

1 Dhaka 1975-82 7 693

2 Rajshahi 1975-79 4 330

3 Khulna 1975-78 3 95

4 Mymensingh 1980-82 2 54

Total 16 1172
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It is unfortunate that, though library science is 

included in the curriculum of four Teachers' Training Col­

leges , no step has so far been taken to-create post for

teaching the subject. Librarians of the said colleges take 

the responsibility of teaching the subject,in addition to 

their normal d u t i e s , but it certainly is a heavy load for 

the librarians and various questions are also raised about 

it. As a result, the teaching of library science at Rajshahi 

and Khulna Teachers' Training Colleges is postponed after 

continuing four and three sessions-respectively (tab.IV & V). 

Mymensingh Teachers' Training College (mens') started tea­

ching library science as an optional subject from the session 

1980-81 (tab. VI). It is learnt that the enrolment of tea­

chers is gradually increasing in the subject. The total of 

table III — VI is consolidated in table VII and found that 

1172 teachers of four Teachers' Training Colleges took up 

library science as an optional subject and successfully 

completed the course and therby trained up in methods and 

techniques of librarianship suitable for secondary school 

libraries in Bangladesh. It is encouraging that the Martial 

Law Committee on Organizational set-up in its r e p o r t ^  has 

recommended the creation of post for one Lecturer and one 

Assistant Professor to teach library science for each of the 

said four Teachers' Training Colleges.

13. Bangladesh, Ministry of Education, Report of the Martial 
Law Committee on Organizational set-up. Phase-II (Depart­
ments , Directorates and other Organization under them)
Vol.XIV. Ministry of Education, Part-1 (Education Divi­
sion, Chapter-1) Directorate of Secondary and Higher 
Education (Dhaka : Govt. Press, 1983), p. 409.
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5:5 PRESENT POSITION OF TRAINING FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIANSHIP 
IN BANGLADESH

The aims and objects of short in-service training for 

graduate secondary school teachers in NIEAER and one paper 

course for an academic year in four Teachers' Training 

Colleges on library education are meant to promote the cause 

of school libra.ry system and _se£Yices in Bangladesh.

The significant role of school library in enriching 

the educational programme at secondary level is almost 

universally recognised. In all developed countries educa­

tion is primarily based on library method. A school library

is considered not only as the heart of the school but also
1 4

a "source and force for educational e x c e l l e n c e " . A  quality 

school library programme is an instrument for educational 

excellence. The "education is strengthened in direct pro­

portion to the quality of the school's library service"!^

The school library is the "Keystone of a quality educational
1 6

programme". Since the school library is an integral part 

of educational programme, the educational aims, objectives 

and goals are identical and inseparable. The primary aim 

of general education in our democratic society is to educate 

citizens for functional literacy and the primary aim of 

school library service is to facilitate the attainment of 

that aim.

14. Ruth Ann. D a v i e s ,The school library : a force for 
educational excellence, op. cit. p«1«

15* Pennsylvania Governor's Committee on Education, 1960. 
Task Force on curriculum, "The school library—keystone 
of quality education". A guide for school librarians 
(Harrisburg, pa: Dept, of Public Instruction, Division 
of school libraries, 1969), pp.1-2.

16. Ibid.
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The short in-service training course conducted by NIEAER 

and teaching one paper course for one academic year in four 

Teachers' Training Colleges are aimed to improve the situa­

tion of school library services and to bring the same into 

one system in near future.

It is significant and encouraging that all the secondary 

schools (8,622) and even some of the primary schools have a 

library of its own. But unfortunately, most of them have no 

trained librarian. However, in the meantime, a small number 

of teacher-librarians of secondary schools received training 

in Certificate Course of Library Association of Bangladesh.

The position of short; course of library education and 

training in NIEAER and Teachers' Training Colleges alongwith 

the position of short course undergraduate training on library 

education in the Training Institute of the Library Association 

of Bangladesh during the period from 1958 to 1982 is shown 

at a glance in table - VIII 

Table - VIII

The position of library education and training in 
different Institutions of Bangladesh from 1958-82.

Name of dumber of trainees

Institution Period Short course for Undergraduate
graduate teacher training course

1 LAB 1958-70* _ 170
LAB 1972-82 - 552

2 NIEAER 1963-71(January)* 1J2 -
NIEAER 1974-82 214 ‘ -

5 T.T.Collegel975-82 1172 -
Total" T O 8  752"" '

* Years marked with asterisk mean pre-independence period.

In view of the number of schools in Bangladesh the number 

of teachers and other persons so far trained in short course 

training of basic principles of library work is quite inade­

quate.
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5;: 4 PROSPECT OF TRAINING FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIANSHIP IN

BANGLADESH

The prospect of library education and training in 

NIEAER and T. T. Colleges bears better expectation for the 

present position and future progress of school librarian­

ship in Bangladesh. Until and unless the Diploma and Degree 

holders in library science come out in large number from 

the University to meet the requirements of school library 

services, the library education and training in NIEAER and 

T. T. Colleges need to be continued. Till the appointment 

of full-time librarian for 8,662 secondary and 40,926 

primary schools in Bangladesh, this training should be 

strengthened.

School libraries have definite objectives to serve its 

parent institution. A school library does not exist for it­

self. It exists to serve the objectives of the school# It 

goes without saying that the basic aims of school library 

service are those of the school itself. "The aim of a good 

school library is to become a force for educational exce­

llence. With the change of objectives of education the school 

library must also adopt itself to the changing situation"!'7 

The primary object of every school library is to contribute 

towards the achievement of the objectives formulated by the 

school. The general objectives of school library service are 

common to all schools.

17- Krishan Kumar, "Use of school libraries"
Library Herald (Delhi : April-Sept 1974-
Vol.16, nos. 1 & 2, p. 15.
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In order to achieve the objectives and prospects of 

training for school librarianship in Bangladesh, the 

following suggestions need to be executed :

1. In the present situation of secondary school 

libraries in Bangladesh, the existing teacher-librarians . 

require to undergo training in library education in NIEAER 

and T. T. Colleges. '

2. The training process in NIEAER needs to be 

strengthened with a view to imparting training to teacher- 

librarians of secondary schools in a large number. The 

present duration of 2 to 4 weeks training in NIEAER needs 

to be extended (8 to '12 weeks).

3* Simultaneously library science education needs to 

be started in all the ten T.T. Colleges in Bangladesh.

4* The teachers who have not had any training in 

library work during the period of study in training colleges 

can be given opportunities for attending the short course 

training of librarianship in NIEAER.

5. The secondary school authority can, therefore, 

make it binding for all the secondary schools to depute 

their representative as teacher-librarian to haye this 

training of librarianship till the appointment of full-time 

librarian with a Diploma or Degree in Library Science from 

the University o£ Dhaka or any other recognized universities,

6. In the present situation of primary school libraries 

in Bangladesh, a teacher from each primary school needs to

be deputed to undergo the short course training in libra­

rianship conducted by the Library Association of Bangladesh.
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In view of forgoing situation of school libraries 

in Bangladesh, special training programme can be launched 

to train the requisite number of persons required to man 

the libraries of existing schools. This may be done by 

the education authority in collaboration with the NIEAER, 

Teachers' Training Colleges, and the Library Association 

of Bangladesh.
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C H A P T E R - 6

COURSES OF STUDIES ON EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 

IN BANGLADESH AND ABROAD

6:1 THE AIMS, PURPOSES AND OBJESTIVES OF COURSES OF 

STUDIES

IT is obvious that the aims, purposes, and objectives of a 

(library) school will be in a very considerable measure dependent 

upon the kinds of libraries and librarianship for which personnel 

is to be prepared.^ The objectives of education for librarianship 

will be strongly influenced by the objectives of libraries themsel­

ves and of various kinds of libraries. They in their turn will be

2
strongly influenced by their user's objectives. In small or large 

countries, with few libraries without library school, the new sch­

ools may have a national objective or regional objective and that 

may be stated by the limitation of disciplines in the curriculum.

It is a must for good understanding and advancement of any profe­

ssion. This can be achieved by stating the right and objectives 

from the very beginning in starting any professional school. The 

education for librarianship is concerned with identification, 

selection, acquisition, organiiation, preservation, interpretation,

3
communication and utilisation of knowledge.

1. J. Periam Danton, Education for librarianship (PaxissUnesco,

d949), P. 12.
2. D. Revill, "Education for librarianshipj objectives and their 

assessment", Library Association Records( April 1 9 6 9), vol.
no. 4, p. 109.

3. Cf. Danton. p. 12.
Cf. TKS Iyengar, "Interdisciplinary nature and methods in library 
education", Jl. of Lib. and Inf. Sc. (Delhi: December, 1976), 
vol. 1, no. 2, pp. 161-62.

204
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However, in  anyway the l ib ra ry  school must attend to the 

requirements of the l i b r a r i e s  which provide i t s  students and "d e te r ­

mine what s o r ts  of professional work are being performed in the

l i b r a r i e s  and what kind of education and tra in in g  w ill best equip
4

i t s  students to carry  on those ta sk s" .  Since a professional school 

in ev itab ly  has c e r t a in  purposes in common with a u n iv e rs ity  so th at  

the l ib r a ry  school needs to be attached to or should be inf/or around 

the u n iv e rs ity .  So from the longest h is to ry  of education fo r  libra^  

rian sh ip  Danton finds out two requirements for  the establishment of 

l ib r a ry  sch ools. "The f i r s t  of these Is  that a school should have 

a c lo se  re la tio n sh ip  with, and preferably should be in te g ra l  part  

of, an estab lish ed  i n s t i tu t io n  of higher education (u n iv e rs i ty )j  

the second i s  that a ( l ib r a r y )  school should be located  in  c lose  

proximity to a number of good l i b r a r ie s  of d iffe re n t  s o r t s " ." ’

The objective of education for lib raxin sh ip  i s  to give 

impetus to the tra in in g  of qu alified  persons and personnel capable  

of c re a t in g  an in fra s tru c tu re  of modern l i b r a r i e s ,  archives and 

documentation cen tres  in advanced and developing coun tries  as well 

as newly developing cou n tries  lik e  Bangladesh.

To explain the object#, in the context of complex functions,  

i t  is  b e t te r  to quote the c r i t e r i a  formulated by Shera which expre­

ss su itab le  o b jectiv es  of l ib ra ry  education. Shera described that  

the graduate p rofessional study should be d irected  towards the

4 .  D a n t o n ,  o p .  c i t .  p .  1 3 .
5. I b i d .  p .  7 .
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students acquiring the specified criteria •

1. A fundamental understanding of the role of the library

l a  th* comjnunication process of society together with the historical 

development of the library and of library meterials as social ins­

trumentalities shaped by andresponding to their coeval culture,

2. A comprehension of the basic theory and the appropriate 

systems for the organi*ation and interpretation of library materi­

als, and especially the intellectual content of those materials, 

together with the necessary skill to deal practically with the tech­

niques and routines relating to library organisation and use.

3. A knowledge of the principles and methods of research as 

applied ts the investigation of library problems, together with 

the ability to evaluate research results, especially research la 

librariunship, in terms of the appropriateness and reliability of 

the methods used and the validity of the results obtained.

4. An understanding of the basic principles of administration 

and their application to libraries as organiiations of people wor­

king together to achieve specific goals, with special emphasis 

up o n  the administration of libraries serving the field of the stu­

dent's special interests.

5. A mastery of the basic elements of a library speciality, 

or cluster of specialities (e.g., children's work, school libraries, 

and educational media),

6. iiiposure to practical library experience, when the student 

has not previously had such experience, as exemplified by a well- 

supervised work-atudy program or internship which makes possible 

controlled experience, this experience to be co-ordinated with 

c lassroom instruction through formal review of a particular lib­

rary problem developed from the working situation in which the 

student has been placed.

7. Contact with the professional field of librarianship 

through lectures, discussions, and other special events which will

206
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bring the student into contact with a variety of libraries outside 

the academic setting.

8. .Encouragement of contacts, either formal or informal, of 

the student with other departments and schools of the university 

to ensure that he does not lead, his academic life in a sterile 

library vacuum.^

These criteria signify in wider sense both the course content 

and at places, the methods to be chosen in organising work around 

the course content. Shera himself emphasises by saying, "if these 

criteria are to be fully and successfully met there must be a 

continuous review of the curriculum both .with respect to keeping it 

up-to-date with current development and trends in librarianship 

and related areas of knowledge, and to utilise new methods of 

instruction. There must be a constant interaction between student 

and faculty in an atmosphere in which both are learning, both are 

sharing an educational experience. The research programme of the 

(library) school must relate in fundamental ways to the understa­

nding of librarianship and be relevant to the aims and objectives 

of the schools, rather than be tailored to the whims of a fund-

7
granting agency". Though the basic steps of all the library sch­

ools' education and training are similiar yet the details of its 

creation "necessarily differ from country to country as education

g
systems and social, economic, and other conditions differ."

6. Jesse H. Shera, The foundations of education for librarianship 
(New York; Becker and Hayes c 1972 ), pp. 362-63.

7. Ibid. p. 363*
8. Danton, op. cit. p. 9.
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In defending UNESCO's philosophy of an approach to library 

education, we are not in anyway suggesting the library education 

haa no purpose of general validity. Despite variations in local 

conditions, there is sufficient evidence to make us believe that 

library education whenever and wherever obtained has the following 

universal objectives t

1. To impart principles and theories of library science.

2. To transmit knowledge that is expected subsequently to 

be useful in the work lives of the recipients of such 

knowledge.

3. To produce the required and necessary manpower to handle
o

the many aspects of library and information service.

It is now clear that the environment of library education 

and training are inevitably conditioned by the types of courses 

or curricula and that are accordant with the values and priori­

ties of each country. To express our opinion in respect of aims, 

purposes and objectives of library education, we may agree with 

M. C. Lundu who says, "It is therefore, our considered opinion 

that no undergraduate of first professional Qualifying programs 

relating to developing environments should be mounted or offered 

in a developed environment. Rathar being useful to developing

countries, such programs tend to have a disorientating effect

10on the receivers of such programs".

?. M. C. Lundu, "Library education and training s at home or
abroad ? A personal assessment and impressions", International 
Library Review (Londoni Academic Press, 1982), vol 14 pp. 365-66

10. Ibid. pp. 374-75.
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I t  may be said , "knowledge of people, lo c a l  conditions and 

sp e c ia l  circum stances" i s  c r u c i a l  to the l i b r a r i a n 's  e d u c a t io n .^

In sp ite  of d iffe re n t  opinions and arguments regarding the 

aims, purposes and ob jectiv es  of l ib ra ry  education one must 

admit, "They are also a r e f l e c t i o n  on cu rren t trends in  l ib ra ry  

education and tra in in g  in  r e la t io n  to the diverse and changing 

needs of each s o c ie ty .  They c e r ta in ly  are an attempt to give some 

impressions of what l ib ra ry  education and tra in in g  i s  id e a lly
12meant to be for and what i t  does to individuals in any s o c ie ty " .

11. Ibid. p. 3 7 6.
12. ib id . p. 5 7 8.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



2 1 0

6 i2 PRESENT POSITION OF THB COURSES OF STUDIES AND PATTERNS OF 

LIBRARY SCIflJHCtt fcJDUCATIQM Aiip TRAINING IU BAHGLADESfl

Present Position of the Courses of Studies

The treatment of the present position of curriculum is the 

output of historical changes and. development of courses of 3tudie3 

on education for librarianship in Bangladesh described in the pre­

ceding chapters (chs. 5-5)* 'The gradual revisions of courses of 

studies of the Department of Library Science, University of Dhalca, 

the only post-graduate teaching programme in Bangladesh, have been 

made in the process of social evoluation. Simalta^neously the 

present courses of studies on library education in the Training 

Institutes are the effect of such necessary revisions and modifi­

cation. Similar development is found in case of undergraduate study 

for librarianship in Bangladesh.

Social change, educational policy and curriculum planning 

are correlated to one another. So the curr'icula on education for 

librarianship in Bangladesh were required to have been remodelled 

on the growth and development of large number of libraries in the 

society concomitant to social change and revised educational policy. 

Thus the present courses of studies at different levels of educa­

tion for librarianship in Bangladesh has come into p r a c t i c e  thro­

ugh gradual changes and developments.

The curricula of 1975~76 for post-graduate Diploma and 

Master's degree courses in Library Science were revised once again
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in 1^78-79 (oh. 4:2) and. continued upto the session 1981-82. There­

after it was modified in 1982 with minor revision and changes in 

the outline and in the course content. This modification mainly- 

removed the overlapping topics in the areas of Library administra­

tion, Evaluation and selection of library materials, Bibliography 

and Reference and Documentation etc. The modified curriculum of 

1982-85 is now followed. Thus the present courses of studies for 

one-year post-graduate Diploma and two-yeax Master's degree prog­

rammes in Library Science of the University of Dhaka, stand as 

follows 1

13A. Diploma Course in Library Science (one year)

Paper Main outline Marks

I History of books and libraries 100

II Classification (theory) 100

III Cataloguing and Indexing (theory) 100

IV A Bibliography 50 |
100

IVB Reference 50 i

V Library Administration 100

VI Evaluation and selection of library 
materials 100

VIIA Classification (practical) 50 j
100

VIIB Cataloguing (practical) 50 j

VIII Archives
&

Viva Voce

75 1 

25 |
100

13. Dhaka University, Syllabuses for Diploma in Library Science 
for the sessions 1982-63 to 1984-85* p. 2.
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B. Master's degree Course In Library Science (2 yeaj) 

First Year

M, A. Preliminary in Library Science 

Main outline

U

Paper

I

IIA

IIB

III A 

IIIS

IV

B

C

D

VA

B

e

Second Year

Paper 

IA 

IB 

IIA

IIB

III

IV
A
B
C
D
E

Social function of libraries 

Classification (theory) 

Cataloguing (theory) 

Bibliography 

Reference

.Elective paper (any one) 1

Library administration and 
organisation

Audio-visual aids in libraries 

Archives 

Abstracting and indexing 

Classification (practical 

Cataloguing (practical) 

Viva-Voce

50

50

50

50

35
40

25

u. A. Final in Library Science 

Main outline 

Advanced Classification (theory) 

Advanced Cataloguing (theory)

50

50

25

Marks

100

100

100

100

100

Marks

100

100

100

Gr. I - Advanced Classification 
(prac t.)
Gr. II- Advance Cataloguin (pract.)25

Research methods 50

Documentation & Information 
Retrieval

Library system & services(elective any one):l00
Tha National Library

The Public Library
The Special Library
The Academic Library
The Medical Library
Guided Research 75 i

& ! 100
Viva-Voce ' 25 j

H J d e m .  Syllabuses for M. A. Preliminary and M. A. Final courses for the 
session 1982— to 1994-85*
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C. Master of Philosophy (M. Phil.) in Library Science (2 year)

In accordance with the Ordinance and Regulations of the 

University of Dhaka for the Degree of Master of Philosophy (M. Phil.) 

course in Library Science was approved in the session 1975~76»

The prescribed syllabuses and courses of studies for M. Phil, 

programme are mentioned earlier in chapter 4*3-

D. Doctor of Philosophy (Ph. D . ) in Library Science (2-5 years)

In consonance with the Ordinance are Regulations for the 

Degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Ph. D.) of the University of Dhaka, 

a candidate is to submit a thesis on approved topic in Library and 

Information Science within two to five years of research work after 

registration at the University for Ph. D. Degree as discussed 

earlier in chapter 4*3.

JS. Course of Studies of Library Education and Training in KIEAfcat 
(2-4 weeks)

The present modified curriculum of the short course of 

Library Education and Training for graduate teacher-librarians of - 

secondary schools at the NIEAER, Dhaka, is as follows ;^5

1. Library - definition and brief historical note on the development 
of libraries.

2. The book ** parts of a modern book and their uses.
3. Types of libraries - their role
4. The school library - its role in raising the standard of 

secondary education.
5. The school librarian - his duties and responsibilities.
6. Book selection and acquisition (with special reference to buil­

ding library collection in the school).
7. .Accession methods
8. Classification - its importance. Dewey Decimal Classification.
9. Cataloguing - importance, different types of entries.

15. NIEAJER, Courses of studies fo r  l ib ra ry  tra in in g  and education, 
1?8 2.
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10. Reference service - introducing the basic reference books
11. Circulation - charging systems ,
12. Library period - teaching the use of books and other library

meterials
13. Fostering reading habit - publicity
14. School library finance
15. Library building - furniture and equipments
16. Preservation of library materials
17. Yearly report - stock-taking, weeding etc.
10. Library committee - library rules.

p. Courses of Studies of Library Education and Training in Teachers' 
Training Colleges (10 months)

The courses of studies of Library Education and Training in 

Teachers’ Training Colleges, for graduate teachers undegoing trai­

ning for a period of ten months, normally commence from July each

year.

The following courses of studies are introduced as an optional

16
paper of 100 marks in the curriculum of Teachers' Training Colleges. 

Library Planning

1. Bistory of books and libraries 1
a. History of book production : Ancient time to modern ages
b. Origin and development of libraries! Ancient time to modern 

world.
2. Kinds of libraries :

a. National Library
b. Public Library
c. .Academic Library
d. Special or Research Library

3. a. Medium of knowledge - its kind : different parts of books
and its place in engenious formation, 

b. Processing of books from purchase to shelves
4 . Use of libraries, necessity of evaluation and selection of 

books. Balanced book collection.
5. Main purpose of classification of library materials ! Division 

of knowledge. .Brief discussion of Dewey Decimal Classification.
6. What is catalogue - functions-physical form-catalogue and bib- 

liography-dlfferent entries of catalogue-its analysis and use.
7. Library management and accession, collection of books and perio­

dicals, process of stock-taking and weedingout.

16. Dacca University, Dacca Teachers' Training College, Curriculum 
and syllabus, 1981-82, pp. 18—19.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



215

8. Reference collection and its use-kind of reference materials- 
dictionaries, encyclopaedias, annuals, directories, jfUMiteerB-,,
indexes, "bibliographies and handbooks or manuals etc.

9. School library s Analysis of school library. Create encourege-
ment araong the students to use library.

10. Recommendation of Bangladesh National Education Commission in 
respect of establishment and development of libraries.

11. Methods of presevation of library materials.

Undergraduate level :

The present course of studies of undergraduate Certificate 

Course of the Library Association of Bangladesh (LAB) have come

17
into effect through gradual changes and development.

Marks

100

100

50

A. Certificate Course in Library Science (6 months) 

faper Subject

I Library Organisation and .Administration

classification of books *

a. Theor&tical

b. Practical 

Cataloguing of books 1

a. Theoretical 100

b. Practical 50
If Book 100

V Bibliography 100

VI Reference and Public Relations 100

B. Certificate Course in Librarianship (6 months)

The syllabus of defunct six months' undergraduate certifi­

cate course of Bangladesh Library Council (BLC.) has been shown in 

chapter 3:5. This syllabus is almost like that of LAB except the 

new inclusion of 'Abstracting and Indexing' service for the purpose 

of special libraries in Bangladesh.

17. LAB, Syllabus for Certificate Course, 1?82.
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Pattern of Library Science Education and. Training

The present courses of studies of library education at

different levels in .Bangladesh have been studied. Now the existing

pattern of library science education and training in the country

is shown in table I and II.
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The p attern  of l ib ra ry  science education and tra in in g  at 
post-graduate le v e l leading to the award of Diploma/Degrees 
and C e r t i f i c a te s

Table - I

SI.
No. Sponsor

Level of 
educ ation

Ciu a l l o c a ­
tions for 
admission

Duration Objectives nomen­
clature

1 Dhaka Uni­
versity

Post- gra­
duate Dip­
loma

2 Dhaka Uni- Master's 
versity Degree

Dhaka Uni­
versity

Dhaka Uni­
versity

5 UIJE AfilR, 
Dhaka

M.Phil,
Degree

Ph.D.
Degree

Certific­
ation

Degree in 1 year
arts/com /
sc. with
at least
one 2nd
divn.

Degree in 2 year 
arts/com./ for M. A. 
sc. with Prel. 1 
atleast two year for 
2nd divn. diploma 
one 2nd divn.holders 
for diploma 
holders

A1 least 2 years 
2nd class 
Master * s 
degree

M.Phil. or 2-5 yrs. 
2nd class 
Master1 s 
degree in 
Lib.Sc.with 
2 yrs,post­
graduate 
teaching & 
research 
public ations

Graduate te a -  2-4 
chers of weeks
secondary 
schools

To tra in  
fo r  j r .  
profess­
ionals

To tra in  
for  s r .  
p ro fe ss i­
onal & 
teaching  
positions

To prepare 
for advan­
ced study & 
research

.Advanced 
study and 
research 
for sr. 
profe­
ssional & 
teaching 
positions

To train 
teachers 
for part­
time lib­
rarian

D.L.Sc.

U. A.

M.Phil.

Ph.D.

Certi- 
f ic ate

6 T.T.Colleges  
(Dhaka, R a j -  

shahi, JLhul­
na, Mymensingh)

C e r t i ­
f i c a t io n

Gr aduate 
teachers 
in trai­
ning

10
months

To prepare
teacher-
cum-libra^
rian for
secondary
school

Certi- 
ficat*
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Table - XI

The pattern of library science education at undergraduate 
level leading to the award of Certificates

SI.
No,

Sponsor Level of 
education

Huai if icar- 
tion for 
admission

Duration Objective Nomen­
clature

1.

2.

Library 
.Associar- 
tion of 
Bangladesh

Certifi­
cation

HSC 6 months To train 
for sub- 
professi­
onal
positions

Certi- 
fic ate 
in
Library
Science

Bangladesh
Library
Council

Certifi- 
c ation

fiSC 6 months To train 
for aub- 
professi­
onal
positions

Certi­
ficate
in
Library 
Science 
(now de­
funct)
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6:3 EVALUATION OF TflJC PfiESJCNT COURSES Of STUDIES ON UDUCATION 

FOR IilBRARlAMSillP IN BALLADES!!

P resp ectice  of Evaluation

Iffe have depicted the present courses of stud ies and pattern  

of Library Science Education and Training in Bangladesh in  the pre­

ceding s e c t io n . Now we may discuss how fa r  these courses^ at d i f f e ­

re n t lev els  of education fo r  l ib ra ria n sh ip , are su itab le  for  

Bangladesh in the con text of her socio-economic and educational
I

condition to r e a l i s e  the aims, purposes and ob jectiv es  of l ib ra ry  

education in our s o c ie ty .  To ju s t i f y  the appropriateness of the 

courses of stu d ies  in  vogue in  Bangladesh, we are to evaluate  

the same with due consid eration  to the f a c t o r s ,  v i * .  ( i )  the needs 

of our s o c ie ty  on the one hand and ( i i )  emphasis on more progre­

ssive  c u r r ic u la  of modern world on the other.

In consid eration  of the above f a c t s ,  f i r s t l y ,  i t  i s  obser­

ved th at the new-born sovereign s ta te  aimed a t mass-oriented  

education fo r  the u p l i f t  of her so c ie ty  as a whole. Consequently, 

there ia about a fou r-fo ld  increase in the number of schools,  

co lle g e s  and departments of the u n iv e rs it ie s  in  Bangladesh a f te r  

independence. Sim ilar is  the ra t io n  of expansion in  the f ie ld s  of 

engineering, medical, a g r ic u l tu r a l ,  commercial, le g a l ,  vocation al  

and other professional in s t i tu t io n s .  In solving the problems enco­

untered in  every s p h e r e  of our national a c t i v i t i e s ,  l ib ra ry  has 

become an in te g ra l  part of these in s t i tu t io n s  and o rg an iia tio n s .
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Thus a good number of l i b r a r ie s  came in to  existen ce  but there i s  

a shortage of qualified  manpower.

Secondary, in  th is  s itu a tio n  of l i b r a r ie s  in our so c ie ty ,  

we are badly in  need of more qualified manpower as well aa urgent 

demand of proper dissemination of knowledge through modern methods 

and techniques of lib rarian sh ip  to a great e x te n t.  So in view of 

the s i tu a t io n ,  the l ib ra r ia n s  and the users of l ib r a ry  of this  

country c r i t i c i s e  the shortcomings of the present courses of stu­

d ies , e s p e c ia lly  at post-graduate le v e l ,  and demand fo r  train in g  

up the students on modern lin e s  with the elements of more progre­

ssive  c u r r ic u la  of developed countries su itab le  to meet the present 

as well as immediate future needs and demands of lib ra ria n sh ip  in  

Bangladesh. There should be a happy r e la t io n  between the teachers  

of l ib ra ry  science and l ib ra r ia n s  of th is  country in evaluating  

the present courses of studies with a view to designing the future  

curriculum. To reach the concordant opinion, the m ajority of the 

senior l ib ra r ia n s  have been consulted. They did not or could not 

give any c le a r  p icture  of su itab le  c u r r ic u la  for  Bangladesh except 

speaking of the progressive c u r r ic u la  of developed co u n trie s .  I t  

i s ,  however, suggested that in  view of our lo ca l  condition and needs 

we may evalute the present courses of studies and take up the rudi­

ments of progressive c u r r ic u la  su itab le  fo r  lib rarian sh ip  in  

Bangladesh.

I t  i s  found through intensive study of p r a c t i c a l  serv ice  

s i tu a t io n  of l i b r a r ie s  that the academic l i b r a r ie s  are compara­

t iv e ly  discharging good reader-orien ted  se rv ice s  ra th e r  than the
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sp e c ia l  or research  l i b r a r ie s  and the public as well as national  

l i b r a r i e s  in Bangladesh. Among the academic l i b r a r i e s ,  the univer­

s i t y  l i b r a r i e s  ace in  the top position  and of which the Dhaka Uni­

v e r s i ty  Library , the oldest and the premier l ib ra ry  of i t s  kind 

in  Bangladesh, hag been rendering reprography se rv ice s  th at in clu ­

ded microfilm read ers , m icrop rinters , m iciofiche read ers , photoco­

pying machines e t c .  for  the use of serious readers and research  

workers. I t  has deployed the modern methods of p reservation , in clu ­

ding Thymol and Paradichlorobeniene fumigation, for  the p ro tectio n  

and use of ra re  books and more than 50,000 thousand manuscripts of 

o rie n ta l  languages. The other u n iv ersity  l i b r a r ie s  have employed 

microfilm processes to a smaller exten t and photocopying serv ices  

to a g re a te r  e x te n t .  Similar i s  the r a te  of enforcement of mechani­

c a l  serv ices  In important major sp ecia l or research , public and 

national l i b r a r i e s  in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh is  a developing country. So in the context of her 

aforesaid  socio-economic and educational progress the l ib ra ry  se r ­

v ices  throughout the country need modernisation. This can very  

much be done by infusing the desirable  elements of progressive c u r r i ­

cu la  of developed cou n tries  in the teaching programme of l ib r a r ia n ­

ship in  Bangladesh.

Evaluation of the Present Courses of Studies

In defence of genuine needs and demands to make the present 

courses of studies fo r  e x is t in g  s i tu a tio n  and immediate future needs 

fo r  lib rarian sh ip  in Bangladesh, we may evaluate the present c u r r i ­

221
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cula in the context of aforesaid enterprises of socio-economic, 

educational and library development in the country. In evaluating 

the curriculum on education for librarianship in Bangladesh it has 

been observed that both the undergraduate certificate course and 

post-graduate Diploma and Master's degree courses were oriented 

with western tradition.

The present curricula (ch. 6:2) have been achieved through 

historical changes and development in the context of changing 

politice-socio-economic and educational conditions of Bangladesh.

The success of national education, research and other development 

polioies and programmes mostly depend on the use of collections 

in libraries, so the proper dissemination of information by inter­

preting those collections through modern methods and techniques 

of librarianship is necessary. So in the context of existing situ­

ation of the country, the present curriculum needs to be properly 

examined and evaluated to see whether the courses of library sci­

ence meet the changing needs of libraries and documentation centres 

at present and for the near future in Bangladesh.

In the preceding section, we saw how the basic elements of 

the present curricula were organised in the context of 'traditional' 

or 'classical' curriculum model in terms of aims, objectives, con­

tents and methods of library education vis-a^vis social change, 

educational theory and historical development in the country.
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Therefore, in course of evaluation, "we need to make sure 

that the curriculum is relevant to modern society but not necessa-

1 q
rily subserviant to undesirable aspects of it". Then it is nece­

ssary to study how far the present courses of studies are suitable 

to meet the aims and objectives of library education in Bangladesh*

1. Undergraduate Course's.

The present curriculum of undergraduate certificate course 

of the LAB has brought no new elements except 'core' papers of trar- 

ditional librarianship vi*.f Library/ Organisation and Administra­

tion, Classification and Cataloguing (thfery and practical), Biblio­

graphy, Reference, Book Selection. Formerly ’School libraries1 was 

one of the papers in the curriculum (ch. 5:5) but unfortunately it 

was dropped. This should have been in the ( ; curriculum beca,-

use this level or standard of library education is mainly meant 

for sub-professionals and that is also suitable for schools in 

Bangladesh.

The curriculum of undergraduate certificate courseaconducted 

by the BLC (ch. 5:5) is identical with that of LAB so far as the 

traditional librarianship at elementary stage is concerned. The 

Council, on the basis of enormous growth of special libraries in 

the country, emphasised on the area of special librarianship and as 

such it included 'Indexing and Abstracting1 (ch. 5:5) as one of the 

papers in the curriculum.

18. Denis Lawton, "Why change the curriculum ?" in Theory and prac­
tice of curriculum studies by Denis Lawton et al. (London : 
Rutledge and Kegan Paul, d97S), p. 277.
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2. Library isiducation and Training Course a

The lengthy curricula of library education and training at 

NIEASR and Teacher's Training College*(ch. 6:2) need to be mini­

mised with the inclusion of relevant aspects and exclusion of unde - 

sired elements of school librarianship suitable for secondary schools 

in Bangladesh. Inasmuch as the teachers of secondary schools are

trained there with a view to running their libraries as teacher-
r „ -

librarian in absence of full-time librarian.

3. Post-graduate Courses

The present curriculum of one year post-graduate Diploma 

course in the Department of Library Science, University of Dhaka, 

has been the result of historical changes and development back from 

1959 to 1975. In 1975's revision (ch. 4) 'Palaeography* was dropped 

owing to the establishment of the Institute of Modern Languages in 

the University of Dhaka where provision was made for students to learn 

any necessary language. The present courses of studies involve the 

•core* papers of traditional librarianship vi*., History of books 

and libraries, Classification and Cataloguing (theory and pradtical) 

Bibliography and Reference, Library administration, Evaluation and 

Selection of library materials and Archives. Although these 'core* 

papers including Archivology in the curriculum are required in the 

midst of present organising stage of libraries in Bangladesh yet 

it needs modernisation for the development of comparatively old 

and major libraries of the country mentioned earlier. Jlowever, 

with the introduction of two years M aster's  degree courses, the one
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year post-graduate Diploma is treated, as the first professional 

course. It is, therefore, presumed, that 'fundamental subjects’ 

should be mastered first by all the students at the first basic

professional Diploma courses in the Department of Library Science,
only

the/post-graduate Institute in Bangladesh. Thereby it will serve , 

the purpose of present situation of newly established and orga^- 

nised libraries on the one hand and shall serve as prequisite for 

study of 'specialised subjects' in the final year Master’s degree 

course on the other. But all will depend on nature of our profe­

ssion, which in turn will depend always on the nature of society.

The present two year Master’s degree courses of studies 

have brought some changes in view of developing condition of lib­

raries in the country. Besides the 'core' papers of traditional 

librarianship, 'social function of library', 'audio-visual aid in 

libraries' and'Abstracting and indexing* are the new inclusions 

in the M. A* Preliminary course since 1975 (ch. 6:2).

In the M. A. Final course 'documentation and information 

retrieval' and library administration and organisation' as elec­

tive paper (any one of the five kinds of libraries), have been 

included in 1975 syllabus. It has again reorganised in 'library 

system and services' as elective paper in 1978 (ch. 4:2) to make 

the students specialised in the services of any particular kind 

of library in view of changing situation of growing number of 

libraries of different kinds in Bangladesh. In the year 1982
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the present courses of studies are formulated to cope with the 

prevalent s i tu a tio n  of l i b r a r ie s  in the country. The paper ' r e ­

search methods' in  l i b r a r i e s  is  again included as f i r s t  step to­

wards research .

The courses (ch. 6:2) as well as teaching methods of the ’

Department of Library Science (ch. 4:4) are strongly criticiied 

by the librarians and patrons of libraries on the plea of its 

various shortcomings in the existing growing and progressive situ­

ation of libraries in the midst of rapid developing socio-politi­

co, economic and educational condition of the country.

In the context of l a t e s t  s i tu a tio n  of the country and her 

l i b r a r i e s  discussed e a r l i e r  i t  was found that information r e t r i ­

eval system and reprography serv ices  were being expanded in  the 

l i b r a r i e s  of Bangladesh and as such 'reprography' requires to be 

included as one of the papers in the curriculum of M. A. Pinal  

year course. Since indexing and ab stractin g  as well aa reprogra«- 

phy se rv ice s  are being rendered in important major l i b r a r i e s ,  

mentioned e a r l i e r ,  of Bangladesh, the curren t problems of l ib ra ry  

and information se rv ice s  v i * . ,  ( i )  information storage and r e t r i e ­

val system, ( i i )  reprography and ( i i i ) computer applications in  

the l ib r a ry  should be included in  the curriculum as an e le c t iv e  

paper in order to help in the modernisation of l ib r a ry  serv ices  

in Bangladesh.

I t  i s  evident that the courses of studies fo r  M. A. Final  

year w ill be su itab le  i f  the above e le c t iv e  papers concerning the
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cu rren t problems of l ib ra ry  and. information science are included 

to meet the e x is t in g  s i tu a tio n  of l i b r a r ie s  and i t s  se rv ice s  in the 

p revailin g  lo ca l  needs. The content of the course r e la t in g  to cu rr ­

ent problems of l i b r a r i e s  and information serv ices  s ta ted  above 

needs to be reorganised- Because the content of the curriculum and 

the organ isation  are extremely important to meet the needs of the 

l i b r a r i e s  in  the present s i tu a t io n .  To some e x te n t,  a w ell-organ i­

sed content of the curriculum r e f l e c t s  the achievement of the aims 

and o b jectiv es  of professional school. In many professional schools  

a l l  over the world, es tab lish in g  and introducing the m u lt i -d is c i ­

plinary  approch to broad f ie ld s  have taken p lace . Such an in tro ­

duction not only helps a student to acquire a wide general know­

ledge but also  e f fe c t iv e ly  r e la te s  s k i l l s  vs p rin cip les  in  d i f f e r e ­

nt s i tu a t io n s .  As the content is  important in a curriculum so is

the organ isation . The organisation will be e f fe c ie n t  when the issue
19of sequence and re la tio n s h ip are planned well.

In the con text of both organising and developing s ta te  of 

l i b r a r i e s  in  Bangladesh i t  i s  strongly f e l t  th at our l ib ra r ia n s  need 

to be trained in conventional l ib ra ry  techniques as well as in  

modern technological s k i l l s  th at are necessary fo r  organising  

documentation, information, storage and r e t r i e v a l  techniques, rep­

rography, system analysis and computer app lications in l ib ra ry  

s e rv ic e s .  Therefore, the basic elements of courses of stud ies in 

l ib r a ry  science require to be provided with necessary s p e c i a l i s e

19. TK9 Iyengar, "Interdisciplinary nature and methods of library 
education", J l  of Lib & Inf Sc. Delhi, Department of Library 
Science (University of Delhi:December l976).vol. 1. no. 2 
P. 162. ’ '
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tion without e f fe c tin g  the students' required grasp of the essen­

t i a l  unity of l ib ra r ia n sh ip . 20 flhile making a review of the s i tu a ­

tion , i t  can e a s ily  be said that the present l ib ra ry  science educa­

tion in Bangladesh needs to be properly examined and evaluated so 

th at a system which can help in meeting the changing needs of 

l i b r a r i e s  and documentation cen tres  can be evolved fo r  the coming
!

y ears . For this  purpose, i t  is  suggested that the M inistry of '

Education may appoint a properly co n stitu ted  independent Review )

Committee a t an early  d ate .

In this situation of ours evaluation is one of the most 

difficult concepts in the whole of curriculum studies yet attempt 

has been made to evalute the curriculum in the context of local 

needs. Evaluation is almost unavoidably concerned with decision­

making. It concernscourse improvement, judgement of students' merit,

administrative regulation—  how good the school system is and how

2 1good the individual teachers are e t c .  Mfe axe concerned with the

indeas of course improvement through the process of evaluation of ,

the present courses of studies in Bangladesh within the purview of

i t s  lo c a l  needs and circumstances keeping in view the new concepts

and elements of librarianship in developed countries.lt is expected

that the ideas obtained through evaluation of the present courses of

studies in th is  se c tio n  w ill enable us to putforward the 'suggestion*

fo r  designing the future courses of s tu d ies ' on education fo r  
lib rarian sh ip  in Bangladesh.
20. Cf. K. A. Jsaac, "Need for new directions in library education",

J1 of Lib & Inf Sc. Vol. 1, no. 1 (June 1976), p. 21.
21, Cf. Denis Lawton, "Curriculum evaluation t new approaches", 

op. cit. p. 1 7 6.
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6:4 COURSES Of STUDIES AbROfiU AND ITS IMPLICATIONS

After evaluating the present courses of studies on education 

for librarianship in Bangladesh in the preceding section, we may 

now study the modern progressive curricula of developed countries 

including neighbouring one with a view to designing the future cour­

ses of studies on education for librarinship in Bangladesh, To avoid

upon
dependence of the reader/unsbated implicit assumptions and make the 

study accessible, the case study on curricula of some selected lear- 

ding library schools of developed countries, vi*. USA, UK, USSR, as 

well aa developing countries, vis. the neighbouring India nd 

Pakistan, is adopted.

U S A

The modern progressive courses of studies of some selected 

leading library schools in USA are described below for the purpose 

of this study :

1. Columbia University
School of Library Service 
Hew York 10027

The first formal library school in the world was opened at 

Columbia College by Melvil Dewey in 1887} it was moved to Albany 

in 1889, where it became the Hew York State Library School. In 

1926 the school was transferred to New York city where its name 

wag changed to the School of Library Service, Columbia University. 

Courses are offered at the graduate level and lead to the MS degree. 

The MS programme is accredited by the ALA. A Certificate in Advan­

ced Librarianship and DLS decree programme are also offered.
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Master of Science decree

Basic Courses : foundation of library and information science; 
introduction to library administration; information and reference 
service; fundamentals of organi*ing library collections; community 
library services; survey of multimedia materials; facilities and 
services in libraries; social science literature; humanities litera­
ture; science literature; critical analysis and evaluation of books 
for children; critical analysis of books and non-print resources for 
young children; critical analysis and evaluation of books for young 
adults; oral narration resources and techniques; critical analysis of 
books and non-print resources for older children; library work with 
children and young adults - objectives and services; field work - 
ttedia centre; - community services; indexing; photo-reproduction of 
library materials.

■Mvanced Courses : Mvanced reference services; oral history;
administrative process in libraries; current problems in technical 
services; information systems; advanced cataloguing and classifica­
tion; library building planning; library and information networks; 
education for librarianship; history of libraries and librarianship; 
research methods; aesthetic criticism of literature for children and 
youth; public library service for children and young people; history 
of children literature; government publications; preservation of 
library materials; management of archives and manuscripts collections; 
map resources and map librarinship; biomedical communication; legal 
literature; law librarianship; library services for people with spe­
cial needs; music literature and librarianship; literature of the 
performing arts; business and economic literature; cornperative libra- 
rianship; major issues in the development of schools media services; 
school media centre supervision; problems in multimedia communica­
tion and management; introduction to descriptive bibliography; topics 
in descriptive bibliography; information and referral services.

Doctoral Degree
Seminars; library administration; education for librarianship; 

research methods.

2. University of Pittsburgh
School of Library and .Information Science 
Pi ttsburgh 
Pennsylvania I526Q

The Graduate School of Library and Information Science is

the direct continuation of the Carnegie Library School founded in

1901 as the Training School for Children’s Librarians, a department

22. UNESCO, World guide to library schools and training courses In 
documentation, 2nd ed».( London: Clive Bingley, cl9Bl),pp. 48?-94«
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of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. In 1,61 the school .as trans­

ferred in its entirety Iron, the Carnegie Institute of Technology 

to the U n iversity  of Pittsburgh. Today the Graduate School consists 

of tw0 academic departments , th, Bepartment of Library Science and 

the In te rd isc ip l in a ry  Department of Information Science.

Content of Courses

u - . f r  of Library Scie.ae_de.Kree (MLSj

j a s i c  curriculum plan ( } 6  c r e d i t  hours) : o r ie n ta tio n  (re q u i-

C°Upive*basic - . u i r e d  courses

°r u b r a r y  i n t o -

auction to communication. , a concentration in one area (12
Advanced Course - to devei information science;

credit hours): administration; °°™cal rocess| Enrichment electives
resources and bibliograp y, selected for specialisation (9
chosen in axeaa outside tne i i b j- .

credit hours). ^ aa

------ i - c e ;  philosophy

information science. ovqtems* informs

f  n n e S S s ' ,  communication and
^ ? „ r S e o r y  assesmbly language programming.

Minor : roundations of behavioural theory, human f a c t o r s  in

systems; practicum.2^

’’ L "  Science

m pypland. Ohio 4410°

The school . a s  founded in  1 * » l  1* belongs to the Case

Western Heserve U n iv ersity . Courses offered a t  the graduate and

post-graduate levels and lead to . an MSLS degree .hich can be

supplemented by a si,th year p r o g r a m ,  a Ph. in Library and

information Science Pro Bramme. The MS P r o g r a m  is accredited by

2y\

the ALA,

23. Ibid. PP* 498-99*
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Master of Science in Library Science

Required courses : foundation of library science; history 
of children's literature; the library in the social revolution.

Other courses are chosen in various programme areas : a c a ­
demic library programme; archives management and administration; 
ait library programme; children's library programme; drug infor­
mati o n  programme; health science librarianship and health science 
information programme; law librarianship programme; music, public 
or school library programmes; special libraries; information scie­
nce; international programme in information science and library 
automation (MS degree programme).

Double degree programmes : archival administration (with 
graduate programmes in history of American studies); art libra­
rianship (with the joint programme in art history offered by the 
Department of Arts and the Cleveland M u seum of Art); Library raana^- 
gement; music librarianship; u r ban librarianship (with the school 
of applied social sciences).

List of courses offered by the school (in addition to the 
required courses already listed); knowledge records in history; 
introduction to research; bibliographic organisation and control; 
classification; information sources and services; government docu­
ments; children's literature; administration of school library 
med i a  centres; library in the community; introduction to art lib­
rarianship; introduction to music librarianship; introduction to 
law librarianship; college and university libraries; archives and 
historical manuscript collections; health sciences communication 
networks; system analysis; introduction to information retrival 
theory; library automation.24

U K

Content of Courses

In the United Kingdom the schools prepare students either

for examinations conducted by the Library Association or for degrees

or diplomas which are accepted by the Library Association as eiem-

25
ting students from those examinations. The Library Association 

maintains a register of Chartered Librarians in 2 categories :

(1) A Fellow (?LA) must be qualified Chartered Librarian of at 

least 5 .year's standing who may be elected to fellowship by the

24. Ibid. pp. 492-93
2 5 . UNESCO, World guide to library schools and training courses in 

documentation (london: Clive Bingley, c1972), p. 167-
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Council upon acceptance of a thesis on a professional subjects; 

submission of acceptable published, work; indication of acceptable 

professional achievement. (2) An Associate (ALA) is a fully quali­

fied Chartered librarian who hag successfully completed an app­

roved course of study followed by a year of training to qualified

as a Licentiate of the Library Association, followed by two years

2 ̂
of satisfactory professional practice.

The syllabuses of the Library Association and of some selec­

ted leading library schools in UK are delineated below :

1. The Library Association
7 Ridgmound Street 
London iTCl.E 7 AS

Syllabus

1. General professional examinations - part I
Paper I The library and the community(compulsory 3 hours paper); 
Paper 2 Government and control of libraries(compulsory 3 hour); 
Paper 3 The organisation of knowledge(compulsory 3 hours paper); 
Paper 4 Bibliographical control and service(compalsory 3 hour);

2. General professional examination - part II
List A* Paper 1 Academic and national libraries (3 hours paper); 

Paper 2 Special libraries and information services 
(3 hours paper);

Paper 3 Public (municipal and country) libraries (3 
hours paper) .

List Br Paper 11 Indexing (information storage and retrieval)
(6 hour paper);

Paper 1J Pactrical indexing (classification and 
cataloguing) (3 hour paper);

Paper 21 Bibliography (6 hour paper);
Paper 22 flistory of libraries (3 hour paper);
Paper 31 Dissemination of information (3 hour paper); 
Paper 52 Library service to young people (6 hour paper); 
Paper 33 Hospital and welfare library services (3 

hour paper);
Paper 34 Reference and information service(3 hour paper); 
Paper 35 The promotion of library use(3 hour paper);

26. British qualifications: a comprehensive guide to educational,
technical, professional and academic qualifications in Britain, 
15th ed»i.(London: Kegan Page, cl982), p. 5 6 5.
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Paper 36 Library amd local history (3 hour paper);
Paper 37 International and comparative librarianship

(3 hour paper);
Paper Archive administration and recordmanagement

(3 hour paper);
Paper 92 Palaeography and diplomatic (3 hour paper).

List C: Paper 101 Bibliographical organisation of language and
literature (3 hour paper);

Paper 304 Bibliographical organisation of social sciences 
(3 hour paper);

Paper 40^ Bibliographical organisation ftf fine arts 
(excluding music) (3 hour paper);

P^per ^06 Bibliographical organisation of agricuture 
(3 hour paper);

Paper 507 Bibliographical organisation of medical (3 
hour paper);

Paper 508 Bibliographical organisation of science and 
technology (3 hour paper).

3.Post-graduate professional examination

Section Ai Paper GI The Library in society (3 hour paper);
Paper 02 The management of libraries (3 hour paper);
Paper G3 Classification and cataloguing (3 hour paper);

Section B:

paper G4 Practical classification and cataloguing;
paper G5 Subject bibliography.

Paper G6 ftistorical bibliography (3 hour paper);
Paper G7 Wistory of libraries (3 hour paper);
Paper G8 Analytical and descriptive bibliography

(3 hour paper);
Paper G9 Modern book production (3 hour paper);
Paper G10 Indexing, abstracting and information ret­

rieval (3 hour paper);
Paper G11 Bibliography and librarianship of children's 

literature (3 hour paper);
Paper G12 Library service for young people (3 hour paper);
Paper G13 Archive administration (3 hour paper);
Paper G14 Palaeography (3 hour paper);
Paper G15 Hospital and welfare service (3 hour paper);
Paper G16 International and cooperative librarianship 

(3 hour paper);
Paper G17 Library services for science and technology 

(3 hour paper);
Paper G18 Literature and librarianship of local history 

(3 hour paper);
Paper G1? Other 3 hour papers may be taken from list C 

of the part II professional examination.

27. UNESCO, op. cit. pp. 167-77.
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2. University College London
School of Library, Archive and Information Studies 
Gower Street 
London iTC 1S 6BT

The basic qualifications offered are post-graduate Diplomas

(Diploma in Library and Information Studies; Diploma in Archive

Studies) and in addition courses leading to the University of London

degrees of M . A , ,  M.Sc., M. Phil, and Ph. D. A Certificate in Archive

Administration is open to overseas students.

Content of Courses

Diploma in Library and Information Studies 
L1 Social and historical aspects of library and information 

service
L2 Subject study : documentary and information sources 
L3 Cataloguing, Classification, Indexing and retrieval of 

information
L4 Management of libraries and information service
L5 The study of reading '
L6 Two of the following (papers) :

a) historical bibliography
b) Oriental and African bibliography with special reference 

to an approved field of study
c) Information problems in science and technology
d) Information problems in social sciences
e) Modern printing and book production
f) Manuscript studies
g) Methods of investigating information problems
h) Reading and the use of books in education
i) Contemporary literature for children adolescents.

Special Lectures —  Special lectures are available on the following 
topics : Printing by hand-press; microfilms and photocopy; handling 
of maps in libraries; computers in library and information science.
I t  may be necessary to limit the attendance at certain l e c t u r e s . ^8

Diploma in Archive Studies

Basic instruction : Record office management; Records mana­
gement; Preparation of finding aids.

Optional Subjects

4 Mministrative history, early
5 Mministrative history, English modern
6 Administrative history, overseas

28. University College London, School of Library,archive and infor­
mation studies, Prospectus, 1978 (Terms upto the session 
1979-80), p. 5.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



236

7 Heading and interpretation of documents, .English, medieval
8 Reading and interpretation of documents, English, modern
9 Reading and interpretation of documents, foreign languages
10 Description and listing of documents
11 The law of real property
12 Local government organisation
13 Historical and bibliographical sources, English and Vfales
14 Historical and bibliographical sources, overseas
15 The history and development of company law and accounting
16 The history and literature of science and technology
17 The use of computers in record offices.^9

M. A. in Library and Information Studies
a) Courses work submitted during the period of attendance,
b) Three papers in a written examination taken during the 

month of June,
c) A report of the approved specific topic, normally of not 

more than 15,000 words, to be presented by 30th September of 
the year in which the written examination is taken, and

d) An oral examination at the discretion of the examiners.

Any two of the following fields of study :
1 The organisation and retrieval of information
2 Bibliographic needs and provision in selected subject areas
3 The organisation and management of library and information 

services
4 Historical bibliography
5 Manuscript studies
6 Printing, publishing and the book trade
7 Historical and social studies
8 Information systems and automation
9 Theory and method of information science
10 Regional studies : bibliographic needs and provision
11 Comparative studies of library and information service
12 The study of reading
13 Reading and the use of books in education
14 Contemporary literature of children and adolescents.

M. Phil, and Ph. D. in Arts (Library and information Studies)
These degree are awarded for approved work presented for 

examination in thesis form, supplemented, when required, by oral 
examination. .For both degree the minimum qualifications for admiss­
ion are similar to those for the M. A. Por Ph. D. a higher level of 
adequate and professional maturity is expected. Admission is norma­
lly to the M. Phil. Degree In the first place, with provision for 
transfer to the Ph. D. in suitable cases. For full time students 
the minimum courses is two years for the M. Phil, and usually three 
years for the Ph. D. Part-time courses are likely to be twice the 
length in each case. Candidate for these degree may be accepted at 
any time in the session, at the discretion of the Director and 
subject to University a p p r o v a l . 50

29. Ibid . pp. 13-15.
30. Ibid. pp. 10-12.
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3» University of Males
College of Librarianship Wales
Aberystwyth, Dyfed SY23 3 AS

College of Librarianship Wales is the largest institution in 

Britain teaching library and information studies. Its specially 

equipped academic buildings and modern residential and social faci­

lities are grouped on a beautiful campus.

Various sets of courses lead to a number of degree :

Undergraduate : 1 A joint Honours Degree Course (B Lib). Three
years (four years if foreign language is stu­
died): Study of librarianship and one subject 
from a list of over 4^ offered by Faculty of 
Arts, Science, Economic and Social Studies of 
the University College of Wales, Aberystwyth.

Post-graduate : 2 A Post-graduate Diploma Course (Dip Lib), One
year (October to June).

Research Studies: 5 A Master's Degree Programme (MLIB). One year
full time research or advanced study for two 
years part-time research for those who hold 
a first degree or a post-graduate diploma in 
library and information studies or the TLA.

4 Supervision of research for the Fellowship of 
the Library Association.

5 Continuing education. Short courses and Inter­
national Graduate Summer School for practising 
librarians,

The Joint Honours Degree and Post-graduate Diploma programmes 

are approved by the Library Association for the purpose of Registra­

tion as a Chartered Librarian, and the Post-graduate Diploma is 

approved for membership of the institute of Information Scientist.^

237

31. British qualifications, op, cit. p. 56?*
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Content of Courses

Undergraduate programme : A Joint ffonours Degree of Bachelor of
Librarianship (B.Lib.).

A. Courses in the College of Librarianship Wales

Part I (rirst year) : 1 The social context and management of
libraries I.

2 The organisation of knowledge in libra^- 
ries II

3 Sources of information

Part Il(Second year): 1 The social context and management of
libraries II

2 The organisation of knowledge in 
libraries II

5 Physical bibliography
4 An optional course chosen from : History 

of libraries, libraries and librarianship 
in Wales, Palaeography and diplomatic, 
archive administration, communication and 
mass media, international and comparative 
librarianhip, literature and libraries for 
young people, physical and historical 
bibliography, computers and mechanisation 
in libraries, the cataloguing and index­
ing of non-book materials, publishing, 
book selling and libraries, the evolu­
tion of British journalism, school libra~ 
rianship and management of learnihg reso­
urces, health and welfare library and 
information services, modern records and 
record management, audiovisual readers, 
the library in its social and cultural 
context, planning library buildings,
the art of the book.

Part II (third year): 1 The social context and management of
l i b r a r ie s  I I I

2 Either advanced classification and catalo­
guing or information storage and retrieval

3 Either historical and analytical biblio­
graphy of documentation

4 A further optional course chosen from
4 above

Assesment is by course work in all three 
years and by formal written examinations 
at the end of the first and final year.
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Various courses are offered by the Faculty of Arts and the 
faculty of Science. Students pursue courses two part one 
subject and one part two subjects.

Paper One (First y e a r )

a) Arts-based i American studies, art history, classical studies 
drama, economics, education, English, Franch, geography,German, 
Greek, history, international politics, Irish, Italian, Latin, 
law music, philosophy, politics, pure mathematics, sociology, 
Spanish, Visual Art, "Welsh, Welsh history.

b) Science-based : Applied mathematics, biochemistry, biology, 
botany, chemistry, computer science, economics, education, 
geography, geology, philosophy, physics, statistics, *oology.

Post-graduate Diploma in Librarianship

Studies in library management - the library in society, manage­
ment studies in library and information work, the organisation of kno­
wledge in libraries, information system theory, bibliographical 
studies, subject bibliography.

One of the following (one paper) : history of libraries, lib­
raries and librarianship of Wales; Palaeography and archive adminis­
tration; communications and the mass media; comperative librarianship; 
literature and libraries for young people; physical bibliography; 
historical and analytical bibliography; physical and historical 
bibliography; computers and machanisation in libraries; the methodo­
logy of research and its presentation; construction and maintenance 
of index languages; testing and evaluation of information retrieval 
systems; information management, systems and services; school libra- 
rianship and management of learning resources; modern records and 
records management; health and welfare library and information servi­
ces; evaluation of British journalism; contemporary book and media 
trades; media technology for librarians; author-reader communication; 
social history of the organisation of knowledge; the library in its
s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t . 3^

Research Studies : Fellowship of the ALA (by thesis), a degree of 
Master of Librarianship (MLIB) (by thesis or alternative regula­
tions course, work plus dissertation).33

B. Courses in the University College of Wales

3 2. UNESCO, op. cit. 2nd ed. p. 4^8.

See also. College of librarianship rfales, Prospectus 1984-85, 
pp. 6-10.

33. UNESCO, Ibid. p. 4 U .
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U S S R

In USSR ther is now a three tier system of library education 

consisting of :

a) Courses offered by special secondary schools or department 
of librarianship in cultural and educational secondary 
schools. These courses prepare librarian for middle grade 
post and are of three years duration.

b) Courses offered by the Institutes of Culture for higher 
grade librarians and are of four years duration.

c) Post-graduate courses offered by Institutes of Culture.^

1. Vsesojuxnyj Institut Naucnoj I Tehniceslcoj Informacii(VINITl) 
(All-Union Institute for Scientific and Technical Information), 
Balti jskaja ul 14
Moscow A-jHg

Programme (Courses of Studies)

Post-graduate Doctoral courses in scientific and technical in­
formation.

Specialisation-Scientific and technical information. Introduc­
tion; subject, basic programmes and methods of scientific and tech­
nical iniormation; sources of information; basic procedures for pro­
cessing of documents; procedure of semantic processing of documents; 
classification; subject matter division; preparation of bibliogra­
phic description; annotation; abstracting; reviewing; translation; 
problems of mechanisation of these processes, editing; procedures 
of non-semantic processing of documents and technical means applied; 
copying, storage, duplication, teletransmission; abstracting journa­
ls; bibliographical indexing; information and referral services; 
bibliographical services; information retrieval systems;

2 . People's University in Scientific and Technical Information.

Specialisation - Fundamentals of informatics

Foundation of information theory and practice; methods of 
analytico-synthetic processing of documents; main principles of 
information retrieval system design; mechanisation and automation 
of information processes; organisation of information activities 
in the USSR and other countries.

3* The UNIDO/Unesco Interregional Courses on Industrial Information 
for developing countries, iiach year UMIDO organises a training 
programme for industrial information officers and documentalist 
in co-operation with the USSR (VINITI training programme) and 
Unesc o.35

34* B. Sengupta and B. Chakravarty, Library, Library science and 
librarianship (Calcutta; >forld Press, 1961), p. 1J8.

35. UNESCO, op. cit. 2nd edw, pp. 379-81.
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I N D I A

The c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e s  o f  s t u d i e s  o f  B e n g a l  L i b r a r y  

A s s o c i a t i o n  and o f  some l e a d i n g  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  L i b r a r y  and I n f o r m a ­

t i o n  S c i e n c e  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  I n d i a  a r e  d e p i c t e d  b e l o w  :

1 .  B e n g a l  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  
P - 1 3 4  GIT Scheme no 52  
C a l c u t t a  700014

Courses initially organised in 1?37. The Bengal Library Asso­

ciation has working relation with the central library of University

o f  C a l c u t t a .  The c o u r s e s  a r e  o f f e r e d  on a  p e r m a n e n t  b a s i s  a t  t h e

i n
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  l e v e l  and l e a d  t o  a  C e r t i f i c a t e / L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e  w h ic h

r e c o g n i s e d  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .

C o n t e n t  o f  C o u r s e s

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  ( t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c a l )
C a t a l o g u i n g  ( t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c a l )
L i b r a r y  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and e x t e n s i o n  work  
B i b l i o g r a p h y  and book p r e s e r v a t i o n  ( t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c a -  
p r o j e c t  work)
R e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e  and book s e l e c t i o n  ( t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e -  
p r o j e c t  w o r k ) ^ °

2 .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Bombay
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e  
U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  
? o r t ,  Bombay 4OQO32

C o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  a t  two l e v e l s  l e a d  r e s p e c t i v e l y  t o  : a  

B a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e ;  and a  M a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  

L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e .  G r a d u a t e s  f r o m  any u n i v e r s i t y  r e c o g n i s e d  by t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Bombay,  and who h a v e  a  w o r k i n g  k n o w le d g e  o f  E n g l i s h  

l a n g u a g e  may be a d m i t t e d .  E x p e r i e n c e  i n  l i b r a r y  work i s  d e s i r a b l e .  

C o u r s e s  commence d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  week i n  J u l y  and l a s t  one a c a d e m i c  

y e a r .

36. UNESCO, op. cit. 2nd ed». pp. 24 5-4 6.
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Content of Courses

Bachelor of Library Science (B.Lib.Sc.)

Bart I : Modern library development; Bibliography-book production 
and mass communication; Library management; Library Cla­
ssification-theory; Library cataloguing-theory; Refere­
nce service; Documentation and informatidn work.

Part II: Practical examination on : claasif 1cation; cataloguing 
Indexing and abstracting; reference (oral); project 
report.

Master's Degree Courses in Library Science (M.Lib.Sc.)

Group A ; Comperative studies in librarianship I; Comperative 
studies in librarianship II; Research methods and 
documentation techniques; Current development in 
library science.

Group B : Dissertation - 500 marks.
37Group C : Oral and Viva-voce.

3. University of Delhi
Department of Library and Information Science 
'Tutorial Building 
Delhi 110 00/

Courses offered at the post-graduate levels and lead to four 

degrees : the Bachelor of Library Science (B.Lib.So.); the Master's 

degree in Library and Information Science (M.L.I.Sc.); the Master 

of Philosophy degree (m . Phil.); the Doctor of Philosophy degree 

(Ph. D. Lib. Sc.).

Content of Courses

Bachelor of Library Science

First semister : Library classification (theory and practice);
Library cataloguing (theory and practice); 
Reference and Information sources; Library and 
socie ty.

242

37. University of Bombay, Department of Library Science, Current 
Syllabuses (received through correspondences).
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Second semester : Library classification (theory and. practice);
Library cataloguing (theory and practice);
Reference and information service; Library 
administration and management.

Master of Library and Information Science

First semester : Universe of knowledge; Depth classification (theory);
Library system analysis and elements of statisti­
cal methods. Bibliography and literature —  any one: 
Humanities; natural sciences; social science; 
medical science; agricultural science; engineering 
and technology. Current problems in library and 
information science —  (a) Literature surveys 

. (b) Field surveys.

Second semester :Depth classification (practice); -Advanced library
cataloguing (practice); Any one : Information 
storage and retrieval systems; Reprography; Compu­
ter application in library. Any one : Public 
library systems; academic library systems; resear­
ch and technical library systems; medical library 
systems; agricultural library systems; engineering 
and technology library systems. Current problems in 
library and information science. Project report 
(including viva-voce).

Master of Philosophy

First semester : Research methods; library planning and management.
Any one : University and college library systems; 
research and technical library systems; public 
library systems; information processing and orga^- 
nixation; information transfer and dissemination; 
comparative librarianship; education of library 
and information science.

Second semester: Dissertation —  The topic and details of the
dissertation shall be finalised by the Master 
of Philosophy Committee.38

PAKISTAN

The courses of studies of leading library schools and, library

Association of Pakistan are narrated below :

1. U niversity  of Karachi
Department of Library Science 
Karachi - j2

38. University of Delhi, Department of Library and Information
Science, Current syllabuses (received through correspondences).
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Courses offered at the post-graduate level and lead to: (a)

Di p l o m a  in Library Science, (b) M. A. in Library Science and (c)

Ph. D. in Library Science.

Content of Courses

Diploma in Library Science (1 year)

History of books, libraries and librarianship; bibliography 
and selection of library materials; classification and cataloguing 
of library materials; library administration and organisation; or : 
college library administration and organisation; school and chil­
dren's library administration and organisation; information and 
reference services.

Master of Arts in Library Science (2 year)

Literature of special fields (humanities and social sciences); 
or: Literature of science and technology; advanced bibliography; 
evaluation, selection and development of library collection; advance 
classification and cataloguing; library service to children and young 
adults; or: public library service; or special library service; or 
university service; or archival library service methodology or 
research in library science and guides investigation of selected 
problems.39

2. University of Punjab
Department of Library Science 
New Campus 
Lahore 20

Post-graduate Diploma and Master’s degree courses are offered.

Content of Courses

Diploma in Library Science

Introduction to subject analysis (theory and practical); 
Introduction to cataloguing (theory and practical); Foundations of 
librarianship; principles of library management : (a) introduction 
to bibliography and history of books (b) Collections development: 
bibliography and collections development; Reference services and 
s ourc e s .

39. UNESCO, op. cit. p. 120.
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Comparative classification and advanced cataloguing; Information 
science and systems, serials librarianship; Research methods in 
library science; Any one : Management of College and University 
libraries; public libraries, Management of school libraries and 
library service to children; Special libraries and documentation 
centres. Ane one : Literature of Islam and literature of Pakistan^ 
Resources in the humanities, social science and technology; 
comperative and international librarianship. Any one : Management 
of library operation; thesis on anappreoved topic.40

5. Pakistan Library Association 
C/0 Khyber Medical College 
Peshawar, N.W.F.P.
Pakistation

Pakistan Library Association in conjunction with the curri­

culum Wing, Ministry of Education, ^he subject of library Science has 

been included in the new scheme of studies for Intermediate classes 

optional subject.

Library Studies :

Part I : (a) Introduction to the books and libraries; (b) Use 
of libraries, (c) Use of books.

Part II : (&.) flistory of books and libraries, (b) Use of Libra­
ries II (c) Use of books II, (d) Revision of course 
(Review and articulation of first paper with second 
paper).41

Implications of Modern Courses of Studies

~We have studied the latest programmes and content of courses 

of studies of a good number of school/departments of Library and 

Information Science of some selected leading developed as well as 

developing neighbouring countries and found the changes that are 

taking place in all countries owing to the increase in the posi- 

bilities of communication between human beings have had dramatic

M. A. in Library Science

40. University of Punjab, Department of Library Science, Current 
syllabuses (received through correspondances).

41. Pakistan Library Association, Curriculum in Library Science 
for Intermediate class (XI-XIl) (PLA, 1983), pp. 3-I4 .
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effect on national, public and research libraries. The effect has 

been greatest on the libraries in industrially well-developed coun­

tries, since they have had to keep abreast of the increasing flow 

of scientific, technical and social information that has accompanied 

their national economic and social advance. At the same time the 

nenly industrialized countries have felt the impact of the greatly 

increased amount of technical and scientific information and have

had to establish suitable methods of assembling and using it (infor­

A O
mation) profitably.

To begin with a definition of the term 'core curriculum1:

'Core curriculum1 is fundamental segment of the library school pro­

gramme which is partinent to all types of libraries and which ought 

to be mastered by all library students. This definition is found, in 

one form or another throughout the literature which has dealt with 

library education. In putting this definition into practice, library

schools have developed various models and approaches. But as one

i 5
author described the situation back in 1 9 4 6, 'in general the basic 

subjects axe book selection, cataloguing and classification, refe­

rence, administration, and the history of books and libraries —  of 

at Chicago, the library and society

An important conference of library education held at the 

University of Chicago in 1953 affirmed the basic areas of the core,

42. H. C. Campbell, "Some implications for libraries of communications 
satellites", Unesco Bulletin for libraries. Vol.XX,no.2(1?66),p.12?.

43. Guy A. Marco, "Recent adventures of the American core curriculum1*, 
Une3co Bulletin for libraries, vol. XXXII,no.4(1978), p. 2 7 9 .

44. J. l. 'Wheeler, "Progress and p r o b l e m  in education for libra^ 
rianship", (New York: Carnegie Corp., 1946), p. 5 9. Quoted by 
Guy A. Marco op. cit. p. 2 7 9.
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using somewhat d iffe re n t  terminology, and adding concepts of commu­
n ica tio n , research  and philosophy of l i b r a r i a n s h i p .^  The 1950s 
and early  I96O3 were a period of concensus in  thinking about the 
co re . In 1961 i t  s t i l l  appeared that "the basic courses, s tre s s in g  
knowledge which should be common knowledge for  a l l  l ib r a r ia n s ,  
usually include an introductory  course such as l ib ra ry  backgrounds 
or the l ib r a ry  in  so c ie ty ,  the book s e le c tio n , cataloguing, a 
g e n e r a l  course in  adm inistration and at le a s t  two bibliography or 
referen ce  c o u r s e s ,^  Then the turbulent 1960s made th e ir  numerous
impacts on l ib ra ry  schools. The computer entered the curriculum;

47indeed i t  soon took a place in  the co re .

The e f f e c t  of communication s a t e l l i t e s  in the period 19&5 
1980 on n ation al, public and research  l i b r a r ie s  i s  found in both 
developed and newly developing co u n tries . P a r t ic u la r  a tte n tio n  is  
paid to the needs of newly developing coun tries  since they require  
a g re a te r  i n i t i a l  investment in research l i b r a r ie s  in order to  
handle the f u l l  range of available information.

Immediately a f te r  the Second World War the need for the 
reorganization  of national and in tern atio n al bibliographic and 
documentation a c t i v i t i e s  became apparent. At th is  time e le c tro n ic  
communication and data  processing methods began to have th e ir  f i r s t  
impact on tra d i t io n a l  l ib ra ry  methods and p r a c t ic e s .  The general 
r e s u l t ,  a t  le a s t  in the United S tates  of America, the USSR and Great 
B r i ta in ,  was the p a r t i a l  automation of many of the tra d i t io n a l  
functions of the la rg e r  national and public l i b r a r i e s ,  and the deve­
lopment of rapid means of indexing, ab stractin g  and communicating the

45 . L. Ashein ed. "The core of education fo r  l ib ra r ia n sh ip " ,  ALA 
P954)» Quoted by Guy A. Marco, op. c i t .  p. 279.

4 6 . Martha Boaz, "USC lib ra ry  education in s t i tu t e  summary", J l  of 
edn for l ib ra ria n sh ip , vo l. 2, no. 2 (Autum 1961), p. 72.

47 . Guy A. Marco, op. c i t .  p. 280.
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v a s tly  g re a te r  amount of knowledge required by s c i e n t i s t s ,  researhh  

workers, managers and a l l  others engaged in the use of information.

Coupled with th is  in te r e s t  in applying automation to natio­

nal systems of l i b r a r ie s  and information se rv ic e s ,  was the growth 

of research  programmes in the USSR, the United S ta te s ,  Great B ri­

ta in , France and Germany in the f ie ld  of information handling. 

National l i b r a r ie s  and l ib ra ry  serv ices  in the developed co u n tri­

es play a s ig n if ic a n t  part in th is  work. A recen t issue o f 'cu rre n t  

research  and development in s c i e n t i f i c  documentation1rep o rts  the 

following types of o rg a n iz a tio n ^  or king in  th is  f ie ld ,  most of them 

supported by some form of government f in a n cia l  aid :

Governmental organizations such as the United S ta tes  Atomic 

Energy Commission, the National Bureau of Standards, the Library  

of Congress, the United S ta te s  Patent O ffice, the National Library  

of Medicine in  the United S ta te s .

In the United Kingdom, in addition to the National Lending 

Library fo r  Science and Technology, there are the National Physical  

Laboratory and the United Kingdom .Atomic Energy Authority.

In the USSR, the ch ief  serv ice  is  V in it,  the I n s t i tu te  of 

S c ie n t i f ic  Information, Academy of Sciences of the USSR, but re se a r ­

ch is  done in the I n s t i tu te  of Cybernetics, Academy of Sciences of 

the Ukrainian 8SR, and a t the F i r s t  Moscow S tate  Pedagogical Ins­

t i t u t e  of Foreign Languages.

Of the government organizations which have developed notable 

systems u t i l i z i n g  high-speed computer and p rin t-o u t devices, an

248
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e a rly  example is  the Medical L ite ra tu re  Analysis and R etriev al

system (MLKDLARS) developed by the Bibliographic Division of the
48United S ta tes  National Library of Medicine.

The value of tra n sfe r  of communication through high-speed

mechanical processes i a  equally important to economically w ell-

developed and to newly developing cou n tries . "Both require a

constant supply of up-to-date  information in order to improve
49th e ir  economic con d ition ". The advent of the computer in to  the

lib ra ry  has a profound impact on l ib ra r ia n s ,  not so much because

of what i t  does or can do d i r e c t ly  to the l ib ra ry  o r  l ib ra r ia n s ,
50but because of the e f f e c t  i t  has on l ib ra ry  patrons.

I t  is  important that l ib ra ry  education should enable the

students to grasp the e s s e n tia l  unity of librariianship whatever

sp e cia l  app lications there might be. Excessive s p e c ia liz a t io n
of

c a r r ie s  with i t  the tiirea t/v itia tin g  th is  paramount ob jective and of 

l ib ra ria n sh ip  being fragmented into a number of disp arate  s p e c ia l i ­

t i e s  with no c e n tr ip e ta l  cohesive fo rce .  This trend has to be che­

cked and care  should be taken to see the s p e c ia l is a t io n  is  re a l ly
away

b u il t  around and not/from the basic core programme that should

5 1serve as the r e a l  unifying f a c t o r .

F in a lly  we should think of the impact to be made on profe­

ssio n al education in every country by the issuance of IFLA's

'Standards for Library S ch o o l'.  This document c a l l s  for  ' a  d iv i-
48 . fl. C. Campbell, op. c i t .  pp. 129-30.
49. G.L. Lawrence, "The computer as an instructional device: new 

directions for library user education",Library Trends.Summer(1980), 
vol. 2 4, no. 1, p. 147*

5"l. K. A. I sa a c , op. c i t .  p. 27.
52. "Standards for Library Schools". IFLA journal, v o l.  2, no .4(^ 976),

pp. 2 0 9 -2 J .  Quoted by Guy A. Marco, op. c i t .  pp. 282-83 .
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sion between fundamental "core" subjects, and specialized subjects’ 

and proposes that 'fundamental subjects' should be mastered first 

by all students in the school, and should serve as prerequisites 

for study of specialized subjects.
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6*5 SUGGESTIU.NS FOR DES1GU1WG THE FUTURE COURSES 0? STUDIES IN 

BANGLADESH

We have studied the aims and objectives, present position 

of courses of library science education and training in Bangladesh. 

The present courses of studies have been evaluated in terms of its 

objectives in societal context on the one hand and keeping in view 

the suitable elements of progressive curricula of developed count­

ries on the other.

The courses of studies of a number of well-to-do library 

schools of some selected leading developed ag well ag developing 

countries, including neighbouring one, have been depicted. The 

implications of the courses of studies of modern librarianship 

have also been discussed briefly at the end of the preceding 

section and found that there is new innovation and inclusion in 

the curricula of modern librarianship. Curriculum of library 

science tends towards Information Science to-day. So modern 

trend, in curriculum, is found in the basic consideration of the 

following elements :

(i) Integration of ’core papers' of traditional libra— 
rianship into one single course;

(ii) Inclusion of 'specialized subjects' froms an another 
single course.

Thus the combination of fundamental 'core subjects' and 

'specialized subjects' has made "Library Science" a modern disci­

pline of "Library and Information Science".

From the foregoing discussions of modern courses of studies 

abroad and its implications in present-day world, it is understood

25*1
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that the following questions are to be taken into account to

55
design the course content :

(a) Political, moral and social ideologies - how is and 
how should the nature of curriculum be influenced by the values 
of the society in which it functions ?

(b) The nature of knowledge itself - what epistomologi- 
cal considerations can help us to decide what ’subjects' to teach 
and in what 'sequence' to teach them ? how can one select, from 
the whole range of human knowledge, what to teach ?

(c) The social context of curriculum - how do educational 
institutions interact with other institutions, and with society 
in general ?

(d) The ways in which children (students) learn and 
develop - what can we learn from the psychology of learning and 
development about the best ways to teach and to structure the 
curriculum ? what can we derive from psychology in terms of new 
insights into desirable curriculum objectives ?

(e) Styles of developing in the curriculum - how can those 
involved in education initiate desirable changes ?

We may now pursue the essence of the above queries to 

design the content of the curriculum of library education in 

Bangladesh.

Librarianship is interdisciplinary subject not only because 

the whole field of knowledge is its domain, but also more because 

there is increasing application in it of other desciplines. There­

fore, some knowledge of the fundamentals of these disciplines,

their history and methods should be a necessary part of the libra-

54
rian's intellectual equipment. In some selected schools, the 

system adopted by College of Librarianship, Wales, of tailoring 

the teaching programme to provide the basic education in librari­

anship while allowing the student to read simultaneously another

subject, should be tried. The inclusion of the subjects of

53. Michael Golby et al. ed. Curriculum design (London: English 
Book Society, c 1975)» PP* 2~3.

54. K. A. Isaac, op. cit. p. ZS.
55* A, K. Anand, "Continuing library education in the ninteen

eighties", Jl. of Lib and Inf Sc. vol. 5, no. 5(1^80), p. 137.
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other disciplines makes library and information science an inter­

disciplinary nature of subject to-day.

The articulation of minimum or integrated 'core subjects' 

with 'specialized subjects' and proper adjustment of comparative 

'subjects of other disciplines' may bring about possible solution 

in designing the progressive c u r r i c u l a  of Library and Information 

Science to-day. The si7.e and number of 'specialized subjects' and 

'subjects of other disciplines' in the curricula will depend on 

the duration of the course as well as the nature and needs of 

society.

Library schools should really reasonably be satisfied that 

its curriculum bears some relation to modern world. As society 

changes, so change its institutions - after a time lag, of course. 

Therefore, the professional schools needs to lead in the antici­

pation of and adjustment to change in order to meet the actual and 

anticipated requirements of the profession.^

It is found from the study of progressive curricula of deve­

loped and developing countries in the preceding section that both 

tend towards specialization with a view to updating and modernizing 

their curricula in consonance with the objectives of library educa/- 

tion. In the context of above factors in modern curricula, the 

relative merit of our present-day courses in the light of those 

offered by developed as well developing countries and the provision 

of greater flexibility in planning and organization the contents

5 6. Cf. Jesse H. Shera, "Dimensions of the Master's programme".
ALA Bulletin, vol. 58, no. 6 (June 1 9 6 4), p. 521.
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of curriculum need to be considered. Taking all these aspects into 

consideration, the following courses of studies are suggested for 

existing programmes on education for librarianship in Bangladesh : 

Post-graduate Level 

Content of Courses

A. Diploma in Library Science (one year)

Basic courses : History of books and libraries} Classification 
and Cataloguing (theory); Reference and Information sources; Biblio­
graphy and book production; Evaluation and selection of library 
materials; Library organization and administration; Archive admi­
nistration; Classification and Cataloguing (practical) and 
Viva-voce.

Optional courses : any two - Library and society; Theory 
of or introduction to information science; Indexing and abstrac­
ting services; Jiudio-visual aids in libraries.

Special lectures on : Current problems of libraries : 
Attendance in seminars, Workshop and visit to libraries.

Master's Degree in Library Science (2 years)

M. A. Preliminary (first year)

Basic courses : Library and communication; Introduction to 
library and information science; The organization and management 
of library and information services; organization of knowledge in 
libraries-I; Organization of library meterials-I; Bibliography; 
Reference and information services; Practical classification and 
cataloguing; Viva-voce.

Optional courses : Introduction to librarianship in Bangla­
desh; Bibliography of specific subject areas; Humanities or social 
science or science and technology; Mechanization and automation 
in libraries; Manuscripts studies.

Special courses : Practical field work and project report, 
Attendance in seminar, corference and workshops.

M. A. Final (second year)

Basic courses : Organization of knowledge-II; Organization 
of library materiala-II; Information systems and automation; 
Documentation and research methodology; Library systems and servi­
ces (any one): National library; Public library; .Academic library; 
Medical library.
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Current problems of l i b r a r ie s  (any one) : Computer a p p lie d  
tion in l i b r a r i e s ;  Information storage and r e t r i e v a l  aystema; Rep­
rography; Advanced c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and cataloguing p r a c t i c a l .

Sp ecial courses : Study tour; Guided research  and 
viva-vowe.

C. Master of Philosophy (m. P h i l . )  in  Library Science (2 years)  

F i r s t  year

Basic courses (any two) : Informational and comparative 
l ib ra ria n sh ip ; Education for l ib ra ry  and information scien ce ;  
Library and communication; Current trends in l ib ra ry  system and 
s e rv ic e s ;  Organization of knowledge in l i b r a r i e s ;  Organization of 
l ib ra ry  m a te ria ls ;  Sp ecialized study of l i t e r a t u r e ;  Humanities; 
S o cial sciences and science and technology.

Second year

Fu ll-tim e research  work on approved topic within the scope 
of l ib ra ry  and information science r e la t in g  to two w ritten  papers 
chosen by the candidate in the f i r s t  year for  fu ll - t im e  study. 
Research work is  to submit in the form of D isserta tio n  under the 
guidance of a teacher in  the Department.

D. Doctor of Philosophy (ph. D .) in Library Science (2 -5  years)

Reeesxoh WOrk done in the form of th esis  within the scope 
of l ib ra ry  and information science is  to be submitted in sp ecified  
period (2 -5  years) under the guidence of a Supervisor appointed by 
the U niversity  authority .

HIK-AJR Training Course (8 -12  weeks)

Courses of studies : Library organization and adm inistration  
with sp e cia l  reference to secondary school l i b r a r i e s ;  Book se le c tio n  
and acq u isitio n ; Bibliography and Reference s e rv ic e s ;  Preservation  
of l ib ra ry  m ateria ls ; C la s s if ic a t io n  and Cataloguing (theory and 
p r a c t i c a l ) ;  Reading needs, in te r e s ts  and h ab its ; v i s i t  to l ib r a ­
r i e s .

T.TJColleges* Training Courses ( 1Q months)

Courses of studies (one paper) : Library organization and 
adm inistration with sp e cia l  reference to secondary school l i b r a ­
r i e s ;  Evaluation, s e le c t io n  and acq u isition  of l ib ra ry  m ateria ls ;  
Bibliography and Reference s e rv ice s ;  Methods of preservation  of
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library materials; Audio-visual aids in libraries; Classification 
and Cataloguing (theory and practical); Reading needs, interests 
and habits; visit to libraries.

Undergraduate Level

Content of Courses

A. Certificate Course in Library Science conducted by the 

LAB (6 months)

Basic courses : Library organization and administration 
with special reference to primary schools; Classification and 
Cataloguing (theory and practical); Bibliography and Reference 
work; Selection ajad preservation of library materials; Reading 
needs, interests and habits.

Provision of special lectures by senior practising libra*- 
rians and library science teachers on Library, library science 
and librarianship in Bangladesh; Practical application of methods 
and techniques in libraries; Arrangement of occasional visits to 
libraries.

B. Proposed Honours Course in Library and Information Science 

(3 yerars)

F i r s t  year

Introduction to librarianship in Bangladesh; Social context 
and management of libraries; Organization of knowledge in libra­
ries; Organization of library materials I; Introduction to infor­
mation system and services. Any two (Arts or Science based) subjects: 
Sociology, Social Welfare, Education, Philosophy, Psychology, 
Political Science, .Economics, Library and cultural history of 
Bangladesh; Mass communication and journalism; Geography, Mathema^ 
tics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Soil Science.

Second year

Organization of knowledge in libraries II; Organization of 
library materials I I ;  Bibliographical control including study of 
specified subject areas : Humanities or social science or science 
and technology. Reference and information services; Reprography; 
Archive and preservation of library materials. Any one (Arts or 
Science based) subject, listed above, which are not taken in the 
first year.
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Third year

.Documentation, ab stractin g  and indexing s e rv ic e s ;  Information 
storage and r e t r i e v a l  system; Computers in l ib ra ry  and information  
se rv ic e ;  .Research method; Mvanced c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and cataloguing  
( prac t i c  a l)  .

P ro je c t  work in the form of d is s e r ta t io n  and viva-voce.

In designing the future courses of studies on education  

for libraxiaritihip in Bangladesh, a unifo^u pattern  has been shaped 

out of d iv e r s i ty .  I t  is  n atu rally  an experiment and i t  must be 

kept under constant review, concomitant to lo ca l  needs, in order 

to ensure i t s  continuous improvement for l ib ra ry  education in  

Bang-1 adesh.
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C H A P T E R - 7

L I B R A R Y  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  M A N P O W E R  P R O D U C T I O N  

IN B A N G L A D E S H ,  1947-1982

7:1 PROFESSIONAL OUTPUT AT UNDERGRADUATE LEVEL

THE first course on library education in 1952 and 
the subsequent four Fulbright Courses from "1955-1959 conducted 

by the Dhaka University Library (ch.3:2), regular Certificate 

Course of the East Pakistan Library Association (EPLA1958-1970) 

Library Association of Bangladesh (LAB) from 1972-1982 (ch.3 :3 
and 4) and of defunct Bangladesh Library Council (BLC) from 

1972-1979 (ch.3:5) produced 955 sub-professional personnel 

as shown below in table-I.

Table - I

Professional output at undergraduate level (1952-1982)

Year Name of 
Institution

N o . of 
Course

No. of sub­
professional output

1952 Dhaka University 1 3
1955-59 Dhaka University 4 110
1958-70 EPLA 15 170
1972-82 LAB 15 532
1972-79 BLC
— 'I'ntHl ■

9
iLlL

140
LtLr . ' -  955 . .

The table shows, within the scope of this study (1947-82), 

that the aforsaid institutions have produced only 955 sub-pro­
fessional manpower in total at undergraduate level in forty four 

courseiover thirty years of education for librarianship in 
Bangladesh from 1952-1982.
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7 : 2 PROFESSIONAL OUTPUT AT POST-GRADUATE LEVEL

The first course on education for librarianship at 

post-graduate Diploma in the Department of Library Science, 

University of Dhaka, started in the year "1959 and it was 

raised to Master's Degree Course in 1962 (ch.4 : 1 and 2). 

Subsequently, two year Master's Degree Course was insti­

tuted from the session 1975-76 (ch. 4 : 2) in addition to 

the existing one year post-graduate Diploma Course.

The production of total professional output through 

library education at post-graduate Diploma and Master's 

Degree level in the Department of Library Science, Univer­

sity of Dhaka, is shown below in table-II.

Table - II

Professional output at post-graduate level (1959-1982)

Year Name of Name of 
Institution Course

No. of 
batches

No. of ■
professional
output

T959-70 Dhaka University Diploma 11* 225*
1971-82 Dhaka University Diploma 11 466
1962-70 Dhaka University Master's

Degree 8* 129*
1971-82 Dhaka University Master's

Degree 9 198

Total 39 'I ,018

^Figures marked with asterisk mean pre-independence period.

Library education in Bangladesh, both at post-graduate 

Diploma (691) and Master's degree ($27) level, have so far 

produced in all 1,018 professional manpower during twenty- 

three years (1959-82) of its institution in the University 

of Dhaka,
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7 : 3 PROFESSIONAL OUTPUT AT TRAINING INSTITUTES

The National Institute of Educational Administration 

Extension and Research (NIEAER), Dhaka, imparted short course 

training to 3^6 secondary school teachers during twenty years 

from 1963 to 1982 (ch. 5 : 1 ) .

The four, out of ten, Teachers' Training Colleges in 

Bangladesh prepared graduate teachers of secondary schools 

by offering ten months course in librarianship as an optional 

paper. Accordingly, they trained up 1172 secondary school 

teachers in training in eight years from 1975 to 1982 (ch.

5 : 2).

Thus the above two types of institute in Bangladesh 

so far trained the undermentioned secondary school teachers 

shown below in table - III. *

Table - III

Professional output at Training Institutes (1963-82)

Year Name of 
Institute

N o . of 
Courses

No. of teachers 

trained.

1963-82 NIEAER 27 3^6

1975-82 T.T. Colleges 16 1172

Total 45 1518
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7 : 4 TUTAL HAflPUWLR PRODUCTION AT ALL LEVELS .

This study shows the background of library education 

in this subcontinent before 1947 but the education for libra­

rianship in present-day Bangladesh really begins with the in­

troduction of first certificate course in 1952 (ch.3:1 and 2). 

The study of library education over thirty-years from 1952 to 

'1982 reveals that three categories of manpower namely * (i) 

sub-professiona, (ii) professional and (iii) teachers trained 

in librarianship — were produced in Bangladesh as shown in 

table I, II, and III in preceding sections. The total profe­

ssional output at all levels in Bangladesh is now shown below 

in a consolidated form in table-IV.

Table - IV

Total manpower production at all levels in Bangladesh 

(1952 - 1982)

Tables S°%°f * N o * ofProf e- S u b—Profe— Teachers lotal
ssional ssional trained

1 -  955 -  8
I I  1 , 0 1 8  -  -  5 3 .491
H I  -  -  1 , 5 1 8  }

The table shows that the manpower production at all
I '

levels by thirty years of library education and training 

in Bangladesh from 1952-1982 is very slow owing to scanty 

programme of education for librarianship in this part of 

the world. The total manpower production at all levels, as 

shown above, is far from requirements for administering the 

libraries in Bangladesh.,,
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C H A P T E R - B

LIBRARY E D U C A T I O N  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  L I B R A R I E S  

A N D  L I B R A R I A N S H I P  IN B A N G L A D E S H

8:1 AN OVERVIEW

WE have studied the manpower production through library 

education in Bangladesh in the preceding chapter. The result 

of library education is the product of professional manpower 

for the development of libraries and librarianship in the coun­

try. So we are, in perspective of our study, now concerned with 

the development of libraries and librarienship in Bangladesh.

The education or formal training for librarianship in 

Bangladesh came across to present day situation with many odds 

and difficulties. Whatever the situation migh have been in the 

past, no body at the present situation will deny the need and 

importance of education for librarianship in this country* We 

are much behind in library matters in comparison to developed . 

countries. From the experiences of the past, we are to remove 

the shortcomings and try to make rapid progress in the deve­

lopment of libraries and librarianship. It is a fact that the 

library organization, library services and other related li­

brary affairs are all in transitory stage in our country. So at 

this stage Charles C . Williamson's recommendation; HThe pri­

mary need is for a better grade of student and higher standards

262
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of instruction", holds good for the development of libraries 

and librarianship in Bangladesh.

The concerted effort, therefore, needs to be made in 

Bangladesh to raise the quality of instruction in library 

schools by opening the Department of Library Science in three 

other general universities as recommended by the Education 

Commission Report, "197^.

In a country like ours where illiteracy reigns supreme, 

mass educationis hardly possible without well-stocked and 

well organized libraries and acute shortage of professionally- 

qualified manpower to develop the present state of libraries, 

a net-work of library system throughout the country needs to- 

be framed. Systematic planning and vigorous implementation of 

the plan is necessary for bringing into being such a net-work. 

The library profession in Bangladesh,like any other profession, 

needs a large contigent of trained professional for performing 

the routine jobs; it has also needs for carefully educated 

leaders. The dynamic role that library will play in the building 

of new Bangladesh in the dissemination of knowledge and as 

centre of culture calls for a trained band of people who would 

make library services effective in the country. To fullfil the 

need for trained personnel, education for librarianship re­

quires to be imparted on three different levels of library 

workers, viz : professional, sub-professional and in-service 

training, corresponding to the demand for different kinds of 

libraries in Bangladesh.

In the context of above discussion and in view of the 

state of libraries in the country (ch.2), it is found that 

there is an acute shortage of manpower at all professional 

levels for development of libraries and librarianship in 

Bangladesh.

1. Charles C. Williamson, Training for library service: a report 
prepared for Carnegie Corporation of New York (Boston: Merrv- 
mount P r ess, 1925), p.'H'l. Quoted by Carmal Edward Caroll, 
Professionalization of education for librarianship with spe­
cial reference to years 1940-1960 (Ph.D. thesis in microfilm) 
(University of California : 1969), p.44.

1

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



264

8 : 2 MANPOWER SHORTAGE IN THE LIBRARIES Off BAMGLADESH

We find libraries, in this study, as cultural heri­

tage from the ancient past and the growth of numbers of 

libraries in mid-nineteenth century but its systematic or­

ganization and development takes place in the mid-twentieth 

century when formal library education started in this part 

of the world, l'hus, it is evident that library development 

in Bangladesh is closely related to development of library 

education. The rapid growth of libraries after liberation 

of the country (197't) demand the expansion of library edu­

cation for the development of existing libraries by profe­

ssionally qualified manpower.

"Library education", says George Boon, "at whatever 

level, is the responsibility of the library profession, and 

this responsibility may be discharged in a variety of effec­

tive ways. Both practising librarians and library school 

teachers, especially library school teachers, must be aware 

of, and should anticipate, any change in the world about 

them that can affect librarianship and library education in 

any way". So the latest position of librarianship and its 

implications in present-day world have been discussed in 

this study (ch.6:4,). As "librarianship is dynamic, not static, 

it must change and grow with the times. And library education 

must set the pace"^ So the role of the Department of Library 

Science in this connection is very important. Library educa­

tion in Bangladesh is, therefore, to cope with the state of 

its libraries as discussed-in chapter 2:2.

2. George S. Boon, "Library education in the United States: 
the role of professional library group"f Library Herald, 
Vol.15» n o . 3 & 4( (October '1973-March 1974), p.109.

3 . Ib i d .
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In the course of this investigation some problems which 

are directly concerned with this study drew attention. Among 

them, shortage of trained and qualified manpower in the exis­

ting libraries is a gigantic problem of education for libra- 

rianship in Bangladesh. There is no directory of libraries nor 

any survey of libraries in Bangladesh has yet been made to 

have an accurate number of libraries and to assess the shor­

tage of its manpower. Parker's Bangladesh Public Library S u r ­

vey (1978—79) is the first of its kind in this country after 

liberotuon in 1971. But his survey is treated as sample sur­

vey as he covers only 176 public libraries out of a total of 

well over 528 public libraries in Bangladesh (ch. 2). In 

absence of any such directory or survey, the basic data col­

lected for the purpose of this study based on personal con­

tact or visit, official documents and on empirical study of 

the current manpower situation in the country to devise a 

policy in order to estimate the existing (i) shortage of man­

power in the libraries and (ii) assess the manpower require­

ments for library development in Bangladesh. -

Thus the state of libraries in Bangladesh reveals that 

there are well over 528 public libraries, 9,291 academic 

libraries (that includes 8,662 secondary schools, 623 colleges 

and 6 university libraries) and 2,450 libraries of Madrasah 

education (that includes 1,361 dakhil, 4-52 alim, 575 fazil 
and 62 kamil madrasnh libraries), and over 590 special libra­

ries of various organization and institutions and 4- national 

libraries besides Bangladesh National Scientific and Tech­

nical Documentation Centre (BANSDOC, ch. 2:2).
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The minimum number of libraries of various kinds in 

Bangladesh thus stands as follows :

Table - I

Number of libraries in Bangladesh by 1982

No. of Public No. of No. of 
libraries Academic special

libraries librarS.es

* -No, of 
National 
libraries

Total

G o v t . 4 University 6 Govt. Minis. 2 0 NLB 1
D i s t . 64 College 623 Divisions 38 NHLDC 1
Upazila 460 Secondary Dept/Uirect. 

School 8662 with subordi-

Dakhil 1361 nate offices

Alim 452 £ uW semi 
x bodies

■Fazil 575 tp ■Foreign 
Kamil 62 Missions

164

134

72

NALDOC

NSL

BANSDOC

1

1

1

Pvt. Agencies162

5 2 8 11,741 590 5 = 12,864

It transpires that the total number of 5,491 manpower 

production of all three categories, as shown in able - IV 

in the preceding chapter, is far below the total number of 

libraries in Bangladesh* The total unmber of libraries (as 

estimated above, is almost four times more than the total 

number of manpower production. This may now well be said that -  

the libraries of Bangladesh are almost without professionally 

qualified librarians. Therefore, the huge manpower shortage 

in the libraies necessiates immediate planning for manpower 

requirements for library development in Bangladesh.
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8 : 3 MANPOWER REQUIREMENTS FOR LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT

IN BANGLADESH

TH© library profession in Bangladesh is receiving 

more attention now a days than ever before. The profession, 

however, has not yet achieved a level of self-sufficiency 

nor has it received the required priority at the government 

level. But the importance of libraries and their role in 

the society are now being recognized due to the zealous 

activities carried out by the few but active library pro­

fessionals in the country.

Those who received post-graduate Diplomas and Master's 

degree from the University of Dhaka, along with almost all 

of those who have Master's degree in library science from 

the United States and United Kingdom, are now engaged in 

library activities and hold important library positions in 

various kinds of libraries in the country. Many students, 

however, enrolled in the post-graduate and undergraduate 

programme in librarianship in the university of Dhaka and 

the Library Association of Bangladesh respectively but acute 

manpower shortage is there which needs proper planning for 

manpower requirements for the development of libraries in 

Bangladesh.

Personnel planning in libraries is concerned with the 

management of human resources. Since the planning is for 

human resources, it must place particular emphasis on assis­

ting each individual, according to his background, to 

achieve his career values, desires, and expectations.
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■ Inasmuch as it is planning for the use of professionally 

qualified human resources produced by the library educa­

tion institutes -of Bangladesh for effective organizational 

operation, personnel planning must include a statement of 

what kinds of qualities are desired, at what places, and 

at what times. It is planning which includes all personnel 

within the system. It is planning with emphasis on both 

preparing for the future and providing knowledge necessary 

for effective day-to-day utilization of manpower^-

Manpower planning "ideally has the basic purpose of 

producing the correct numbers of the correct types of people 

in the correct jobs at the appropriate time" % It is the 

task of manpower planning to determine and specify the opti­

mum manning requirements now and in the forecastable future. 

Manpower planning connot logically exist in isolation. It 

is a part of the whole process of management planning 

activity. Manpower planningj£lows on from organization plan­

ning. It is "to provide the organization with right type ^ 

of people from all sources to meet the planned requirements".

Manpower is important for society and for the country 

as a whole to attain specific targets of development. Man­

power is a must in every planning of human engineering* 

Planning for library development in Bangladesh is a long 

awaited programme which the professional circle of this 

country has been pressing the authority since its inception.

4. R.Lee and C.S.Lee, "Personnel planning for a library
g | ^ w e r  system", Library Trends {197D, vol .20_,no .1, .

R.C.Grinold and K.T.Marshall, Manpower planning models 
(Newyork: North-Holland, 1977), p.xix.

6. Gordon M^Beath, Manpower planning and control (London: 
Business Books, 1978)^ p.68. .
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The country has been facing an insalubrious situation 

so for as the development of her libraries and libra- 

rianship is concerned. In this situation of ours, it 

is, therefore, planned below the manpower requirements for 

the development of different kinds of libraries in Bangla­

desh through the placement of minimum number of profe­

ssional and sub-professional personnel :

Table - II

Total professional and sub-professional manpower 
requirements by kinds of libraries for the present 
plan period by 1.985

SI. Kinds of 
No. Libraries

No. of libraries Pro- S u b ­
multiplied by no. fessional profe- 
of personnel ssional

1. Public Libraries !

BCPL' 1 X 20 20 20
C D P L ,K D P L ,RLPL 3 X 10 30 30

DPL 64 X 2 128 128

2.

UPL

Academic Libraries

460 X 1 460 460

University 6 X 20 120
College 623 X 2 1246 1246

Secondary School 

Madrasahs

8662 X 1 8662 8662

Kamil 62 X 2 124 124
I'azil 575 X 2 1150 1150
Alim 452 X 2 904 904
Dakhil 1361 X 1 1361 1361

4.
Special Libraries 
National Libraries

590 X 2 1180 1180

' 1 X 20 20 20
NHL,flAL,NSL

BANSDOC
3
1

X
X

10
5

30
5

30

Manpower requirements

Minus existing manpower as per 
table - IV, ch.7

15440

1018

T532£!

955

Total manpower requirements 14,422 14,365
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It shows from table - II that the existing libraries 

(12,846) needs 14,422 professional and 14,365 sub-profe­

ssional manpower, besides the existing production of 1,018 

professional and 955 sub-professionals (ch. 7 tab. IV), to 

a minimum extent. Planning manpower requirements for five 

years, ten years or fifteen years ahead is certainly not 

easy. But it is possible to build up forecast which covers 

any manpower grojip with reasonable accuracy if the planning 

process is systematic and careful and the plans are cons­

tantly reappraised. To meet such huge manpower requirements, 

it is suggested that government can make provision for fur­

ther expansion of 'Library Education' and include 'Manpower 

Development Programme' as a phase work in its five year 

plan for development of all types of libraries and librarian- 

ship in Bangladesh.

I ?
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C H A P T E R - 9

EDUCATION COMMISSIONS' AND OTHER BODIES 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LIBRARY EDUCATION AND 

ITS IMPLEMENTATIONS IN BANGLADESH

9:1 BACKGROUND

EDUCATION is not only an instrument for the fulfilment 

of hopes and aspirations of a nation but also an active force 

for formation of present and reformation of future society.

The aims of education is to create incentive among all classes 

of people to realize the imporatance of various needs of their 

life and to achieve the proficiency to solve the problems in 

order to form a desired society. Education is the backbone of 

a nation and library is regarded as the heart of educational 

institution. Eor systematic organization and management of 

libraries, the country heeds proficient librarians and library 

personnel as discussed in the preceding chapter.

The growth of libraries in the mid-nineteenth century 

and its disorganized state in the mid—twentieth century demands 

the necessity of library education in this part of the world 

but no emphasis was given for the development of librarianship 

by the government and concerned authorities till the second-half 

of the twentieth century. When the two separate states viz.,

271

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



272

India and Pakistan came into existance in 1947 owing to the 

partition of Indian subcontinent, Pakistan comprised of East 

and West Pakistan. In the early years of Pakistani regime 

the same British system of education was followed but the 

independent country with its past cultural heritage could not 

go on with the education policy followed by the colonial 

rulers.

Education is not static but dynamic and evolves its 

procedures with the changing needs, hopes and aspiration of 

the individuals and the society* So in any developing coun­

try to review the existing education system and to assess 

the needs of a nation, Education Commissions are usually set­

up from time to time with eminent persons from relevant fields 

and headed by renowned educationist or scholar so that they 

can make some specific recommendations to meet the needs of 

a nation. Accordingly, education and other related commissions 

and bodies were formed : .

*1 * The Commission on National Education was appointed by 

a Resolution adopted by the Government of Pakistan on the 50th 

December, 1959- The Commission was composed of eleven members 

headed by S.M.Sharif^ Education Secretary, Government of West 

Pakistan as Chairman. The Commission was inaugurated by the 

President of Pakistan, General Mohammad Ayub Khan, on Janu­

ary 5 , 1 9 5 9 . 3

1. Pakistan, Ministry of Education, Report of the Commission
on national education, "1959 (Karachi: Govt. Press, 196'1),d.'1

2. Ibid. p . 547 '
3. Ibid. p.1
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2. The Commission on Student Problems and Welfare was 

set up by the Ministry of Education, Government of Pakistan, 

on 15th December, 1964. The Commission consisted of four 

members headed by Justice Hamoodur Rahman, Judge, Supreme 

court of Pakistan as Chairman. Khwaja Manzoor Hosain was 

appointed Secretary of the Commission on 24 December, 1964^ 

This Commission's Report is popularly known as Hamoodur 

Rahman's Commission Report, 1964,

3. The Scientific Commission was appointed by a Reso­

lution of the Government of Pakistan, Ministry of Industries 

on 30th January, 1960. The Commission consisted of fourteen 

members headed by Mr. Abul Kashem Khan, Minister for Indus­

tries, as Chairman.^

4. The education system vested with the interest of

the rulers was imposed upon the people of this country against 

their own cultural heritage. The people and the student of 

Bangladesh (former East Pakistan) fought repeatedly against 

the obstacles, on the way of spreading education among the 

masses, created by the imperialist colonial powers in the 

interest of their colonial exploitation. "To reconstruct the 

newly independent state in the light of 'Bangalee nationalism, 

democracy, socialism and scularism ; the existing education 

system needs reformation and readjustment* The education 

system of the country, ad a vehicle of rapid development of

4. Pakistan, Ministry of Education, Report of the commission 
on student problems and welfare, 1964 (Karachi : Govt. 
Press, 1965), p.1.

5. Pakistan, Ministry of Industries, Report of the Scientific 
Commission of Pakistan (Karachi : Govt. Press, 1960), p.72.
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new-born state, requires radical change. With this intention in 

view,the Government of the Pe o p l e 's Republic of Bangladesh cons­

tituted the Education Commission" (Bangladesh Shiksha Commi­

ssion) by a resolution on the 26th July,1972. The commision 

comprised of eighteen members with Dr. Muhammad Kudrat-i-Khuda, 

as Chairman. Prime Minister Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 

inaugurated the Commission on 24th September, 1972.

The Commission submitted its final report in 1974.?Banp;la- 

uesii Shiksha (education) Commission 1974- now popularly known 

as Kudat-i-Khuda Education Commission Report.

5. National Seminar of Library Development in Bangladesh 

held under the auspices of the Sports Cultural Division, Mi­

nistry of Information, Broadcasting, Government of the People's 

Republic of Bangladesh in association with the British Council 

from February 1-4, 1982. The purpose and objectives of the 

Seminar, as agreed with Ministry of Cultural Affairs and Sports, 

are to bring together leading librarians and other information 

specialists in Bangladesh in order to provide them with an 

opportunity to discuss, evaluate current proposals and formu­

late the principles and practice of library development plan­

ning in Bangladesh?

The recommendations of above Education and other related 

Commissions and Bodies for library science education in 

Bangladesh are stated in the succeeding sections.

6. Bangladesh, Ministry of Education, Cultural Affairs and
Bangladesh Shiksha (education) Commission Report,

1974 (in Bengali)(Dacca : Govt. Press, May 1974). 
p. Appendix - Pa.1. ’

7. Ibid. pp. K a , Ga ( introduction).

B^’i'tish Council, Documents on national seminar on library 
development in Bangladesh, in collaboration with the

°rmation, Broadcasting, Sports and Cultural 
Affairs Division (Dacca : British Council, January 1982) 
p. 1. (Meraio). *
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9:2 RECOMMENDATIONS OF EDUCATION COMMISSIONS AND OTHER

BODIES EOR LIBRARY EDUCATION AND TRAINING IN BANGLADESH

1 • Education Commission, 195*9

The report emphasized the need of libraries, provi­

sion for training and proper conditions of service of libra­

rians. The Commission recommended, for expansion and proper 

management of libraries through increased financial support 

to purchase good books for the best use and thereby to sti­

mulate and create reading habits among the users which re­

veals in chapter 1 under the heading 'Libraries and Labora­

tories ' :

i) University and college libraries should be spacious 
enough and remain open long enough to meet all the 
requirements of student and staff

ii) The annual appropriation for the purchase of books 
should be increased, and books should be carefully 
selected keeping in view the best use of limited 
resources

iii) Teachers should stimulate and guide reading of 
their students and should expect them regularly 
to go to library for study

iv) As far as possible students should have ready 
access to the books in the library.^

9. Pakistan, Ministry of Education, Report of the 
commission on national education (-1959), op. cit. 
PP. 59-60.
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The Commission further recommended the need to set up 

a National Book Centre with branches at Dacca and Lahore 

on the lines of plan submitted by UNESCO to the Government..

to provide information to the authors and the public on

* "1 o
what books are in demand and what books are available. The

Commission also recommended the establishment of a National 

Book Trust. ... This body will undertake, in both wings 

0-̂  the cou n t r y , the printing and publishing in large quan­

tities of expensive books (other than text books) for various 

kinds of readers. The National Book Trust would normally 

commission authors or suthors' guilds to produce the sort

of books required at various levels in different parts of

11
the country, l'he report outlined that the local bodies be 

required to maintain from their own funds and, in collabo­

ration with social and welfare agencies, active libraries 

and reading rooms for the benifit of the public1.2 It further 

recommended that adequate provision be made for the training 

and proper conditions of service of librarians for such 

c e n t r e s ^

Hence the Commission recommended the expansion of 

librarianship in the country»laid emphasis on the production

10. Ibid. p.223
11. Ibid. p ,224-
12. Ibid. •
13. Ibid. p.225
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of better and low-cost books through the establishment of 

National Book Trust and National Book Centre in both the 

wings of Pakistan for the readers at all levels and recom­

mended the expansion of academic and public libraries in 

the country. The Commission gave stress on the importance 

of libraries, provision for training facilities of libra­

rians and the improvement of their service conditions.

2. Scientific Commission^ 1960

The Commission, among other things, vividly outlined 

the condition of libraries and position of librarians and

made the following recommendations for library science edu-
' 'Ication and training :

i) ^'hat up-to-date libraries through a regular flow

°£ J°Vrnals and other scientific literature
should be maintained

ii) That universities, selected scientific departments 
and research council be granted Individual General 
Licences (I.G.L.) to facilitate the import of fore­
ign publication

ill) That the scope of research council should be extended. 
If feasible PAWSDOC may be placed under the National 
bcience Council and branches should be established 
at Lahore and Dacca as soon as possible

iv) That the arrangement should be made with UNESCO for 
the training of librarians and translators within 
the country and offer attractive pay scale and emolu­
ments to qualified and well-trained librarians.

14. Pakistan, Ministry of Industries, Report of the Scientific 
Commission of Pakistan, op. cit. pp.62-63. ^ e n t u i c
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The report of the Commission on Student Problems 

and Welfare, "1964 was based on limited terms of references 

relating to students' problem and welfare. The Commission 

though threw some light on the literature and culture but 

it did not specifically mention anything regarding library 

facilities and provision for library science education and 

training in the country.

4• Bangladesh Education Commission. 1974

Bangladesh Education Commission 1974 emphasized the im­

portance of librarianship in the country and incorporated 

3 full chapter (ch.30. PP«232-247) under the caption "Li­

brary". The Commission made the following specific recom­

mendations for development of libraries and library educa-

■ 1 s
tion in the country

i) The Library Science as one of the elective sub­
jects should be included in the curricula of the 
secondary and degree level of education

ii) That Department of Library Science should be ins­
tituted in three other general universities, viz. 
Rajshahi, Chittagong and Jahangirnagar

iii) That a Library Training Institute should be estab­
lished immediately at Dhaka for imparting training 
at undergraduate level under the control of the 
Library Association of Bangladesh. The Institute 
will need a separate building. It may start func­
tioning for the present in the Central Public li­
brary

15. Bangladesh ShikSha (education) Commission 1974, 
op. cit. pp.232-47. ’
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iv) That adequate number of scholarships should be provided 
for the trainees of both post-graduate and undergraduate 
levels

v) That the status and emoluments of librarians and library 
personnel having equivalent qualifications should be 
equated with teachers

vi) That the sole responsibility and control of libraries 
should be left to librarians with requisite qualifica­
tions .

5- National Seminar on Library Development in Bangladesh.1982

The National Seminar on Library Development in Bangla­

desh 1982, among other things, recommended library education
A CL

and training in the following terms :

i) Promoting the education, training, professional deve­
lopment and status of librarians, documentalists, 
archivists, information scientists and other informa­
tion workers

ii) Review the existing salary scales, qualifications 
and job designations of librarians, documentalists, 
archivists and information scientists in the public 
service with a view to :

... ensuring that only professionally qualified 
persons are appointed to professional posts for 
librarians, documentalists, archivists and infor­
mation scientists in the public services

iii) Review the existing facilities of education and train­
ing in librarianship, documentation, archive and in­
formation science in Bangladesh with a view to ensu­
ring their ability to produce the requisite numbers
of information workers of various kinds , suitably 
qualified to meet the demand of the proposed develop­
ments in library, documentation, archive and informa­
tion science ‘

iv) Review the facilities for sending librarians, documen­
talists, information scientists and teachers of libra­
rianship, documentation, archive science and informa­
tion science abroad for higher studies with a view to 
the extension and improvement of such facilities.

16. British Council, National Seminar on Library Development 
in Bangladesh, 1982, Final recommendations of the seminar, 
pp.1-15.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



280

9 : 3  IMPLEMENTATION OF COMMISSIONS AND OTHER BODIES RECOMMEN­
DATIONS FOR LIBRARY EDUCATION AMD TRAINING IN BANGLADESH

The su ccess  of any p r o j e c t  or  programme or scheme recoin* 

mended by any Commission or  plan or  n a t io n a l  seminar depends 

on the good -w ill  and i n i t i a t i v e  of the concerned a u t h o r i t i e s  

on the one hand and sound r a t i o n a l  fo rm u la t io n ,  t e c h n i c a l  

c a p a b i l i t y ,  f i n a n c i a l  so lv e n c y ,  e f f i c i e n t  and t im e ly  imple­

mentation on the o t h e r .  The outcome of the recommendations 

of Commissions and o th e r  bodies w i l l  not be achieved unless  

th ese  a r e  p rop erly  implemented. We may now a s s e s s  how f a r  the  

recommendations of  Education and o th e r  Commissions and Bodies  

f o r  l i b r a r y  s c ie n c e  education and t r a i n i n g  have been or  are  

being implemented in Bangladesh.

1 .  Education Commission, 1959

The Commission's recommendations regard ing  the expansion  

of l i b r a r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  a t  c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l  were 

implemented by the concerned a u t h o r i t i e s .  The u n i v e r s i t y  autho­

r i t i e s  would not allow any c o l l e g e  within i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  

to  be a f f i l i a t e d  unless  i t  provides a w e l l -s to ck e d  l i b r a r y  

with p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  p e rso n n el ,  Government and o th e r  

r e l e v a n t  a u t h o r i t i e s  were a ls o  convinced to  g ra n t  f i n a n c i a l  ' 

a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  the purchase of books and o th e r  equipments f o r  

the l i b r a r y .  U n iv e rs i ty  a u t h o r i t i e s  were a l s o  encouraged to
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improve t h e i r  own l i b r a r i e s  with the purchase of new books,  

b e t t e r  books, non-book m a t e r ia l s  and in trod u ce  mechanical  

process  with the appointment of p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  

p e rs o n n el .

The U n i v e r s i t i e s  of West and E a s t  P ak is ta n  (now Bangla­

desh) , thus being encouraged, s t a r t e d  L ib ra ry  S c ie n ce  edu­

c a t i o n  a t  p o s t -g ra d u a te  l e v e l  v iz ^ U n iv e rs i ty  of Punjab (1959) ,  

U n iv e rs i ty  of Sind ( 1 9 5 9 ) ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of Peshawar (1 9 6 2 )  and 

U n iv e rs i ty  of Dhaka (Bangladesh) ( 1 9 5 9 ) -  This i s  an imple­

mentation of  the Commission’ s recommendations in  the f i e l d  

of 1 i b r a r i a n s h i p  from p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  through own i n i t i a t i v e  

and encouragement.

The implementation from the government s e c t o r  i s  found 

in the establishm ent of a N ation al  Book Centre with branches  

a t  Lahore and Dhaka in  1963 which encouraged to  produce more 

and b e t t e r  books through the encouragement of the a u t h o r s ,  

p u b lish ers  and book s e l l e r s  and l a t e r  the l i b r a r i a n s  to  have 

b e t t e r  books and to  remove the s c a r c i t y  of books e t c . ,  to  a 

minimum e x t e n t ,  from the l i b r a r i e s .

Though the Commission recommended the expansion of l i — . 

b r a r i e s ,  production  of more and b e t t e r  books with the p ro v i ­

s io n  of annual f i n a n c i a l  a p p ro p ria t io n  to  t h i s  e f f e c t  but i t
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did not s p e c i f i c a l l y  mention/^i£ to  provide l i b r a r y  t r a i n i n g  

f a c i l i t i e s  by i n s t i t u t i n g  l i b r a r y  s c i e n c e  education i n s t i ­

t u t e  or  c e n t r e  e i t h e r  in the u n i v e r s i t i e s  or  in  o th e r  r e ­

le v a n t  o r g a n iz a t io n s *  Bo no con cer ted  e f f o r t ,  except  by the  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  mentioned above, could be made f o r  l i b r a r y  

s c i e n c e  education  in  the country on the b a s is  of the recom­

mendations of  Education Commission 1 9 5 9 .

2 .  S c i e n t i f i c  Commission, 1960

The recommendations of the S c i e n t i f i c  Commission r e ­

garding the procurement of more u p - t o -d a t e  s c i e n t i f i c  books 

and jou rn als  and to  dissem inate  i t s  knowledge through the  

t e c h n i c a l  s e r v i c e s  of l i b r a r i e s  with th e  estab lish m en t  of a 

c e n t r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  l i k e  PAWSUOC, K a ra c h i ,  and i t s  branches  

a t  Lahore and Dhaka was implemented in 1963* No s i g n i f i c a n t  

measure was taken by the government f o r  the improvement of  

lo w -s ta tu s  and pay s c a l e s  of l i b r a r i a n s  and l i b r a r y  personnel  

of a l l  kinds of l i b r a r i e s  in the c o u n tr y .

3-  Commission on Student Problems and W elfa re ,  1964

I® unfortu n ate  t h a t  the Commission did not  mention 

any where in i t s  r e p o r t  reg ard in g  ' l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s '  in ’ 

the academic arena of  the student though i t  was based on 

problems and w elfare  a f f e c t i n g  s tudent l i f e .  '
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The Commission's recommendation regarding the introduction 

of Library Science as one of the elective subjects in the cur­

ricula of the secondary and degree stages have not yet been 

implemented and no attempt has yet been made in this res­

pect.

No major consistent effort has been taken from the public 

sector owing to apathy of the government to implement the re­

commendation of the Commission regarding the institution of 

Library Science Department in three other general universities 

of Bangladesh. But the Department of Library Science, Univer­

sity of Dhaka, the only post-graduate school of teaching li~ 

brarianship in Bangladesh has extended its programme of one- 

year Master's degree course to two-years course i te. 1st ^ear 

Pi.A. Preliminary and 2nd year M.A. final, from the academic 

session 1975-76 besides the on going one-year post-graduate 

Diploma Course.

To implement one of the recommendations of the Commission,

the government of^ Bangladesh established 'The Library Training

Institute1 in 1976 with an annual subsidy of Tk.66 ,000/-(six:ty-

six thousand) in order to conduct the Certificate Course in

continuation at undergraduate level under the supervision Q.nd. 

control of the Library Association of Bangladesh (ch. 3:4)

4. B3np;ladesh Education Commission, 1974
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in the premises oi the Central Public Library, Dhaka. Thus the 

government recognized■the Certificate Course conducted by the 

Library Association of Bangladesh (LAB) at undergraduate level. 

Being encouraged, the LAB extended its programme for conducting 

the said course to its affiliated regional associations at 

Rajshahi and Khulna. ,

Recommendation regarding the provision for adequate number 

of scholarship for the trainees at undergraduate level has been 

implemented to some txtent but the same has not been provided 

for the trainees at post-graduate level.

Though the Commission recommended to improve the poor ser­

vice condtition, low-status and emoluments of librarians and 

library personnel, having comparable qualifications, with that 

of teachers' of Bangladesh Education Service but yet no signi­

ficant step has been taken hy the concerned suthorities.

5* National Seminar on Library Development in Bangladesh. 1982

The recommendations of this seminar were accepted by the

government hut not implemented owing to imposition of Martial

Law in the country on March 24, 1982. Therefore, the education

for librarianship in Bangladesh finds no scope to be improved

vis-a-vis the status of libraries and librarians remains neg­
lected.

Though government is concerned with the development of li­

braries of all kinds in Bangladesh, especially public libraries 

of government and private sectors but positive steps are yet to 

be taken to expand and strengthen library education and training 

m  the country. It is vital to organize and improve the present 

state of libraries that suffer from acute shortage of manpower 

both at professional and sub-professional level. So government 

may implement fully the recommendations of the Bangladesh Edu­

cation Commission 1974 and National Seminar on Library Develop­

ment in Bangladesh 1982 for library science education and train­
ing in the country. ■
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C H A P T E R -  10

P R O B L E M S  A N D  P R O S P E C T S  OF L I B R A R Y  E D U C A T I O N  

IN B A N G L A D E S H

10:1 IMPORTANCE, VALUE AND NECESSITY OF LIBRARY 

EDUCATION IN BANGLADESH

IN the course of our study we have keen the value 

and necessity of library education for systematic organiza­

tion and development of libraries in our country. The urgent 

necessity of producing huge number of manpower (chs. 7-8) 

for proper organization and efficient management of existing 

libraries pursued the scattered beginning of library train­

ing and education in this part of the world (chs.3-6).

Library serves as "People's University"1in the society. 

It is a spontaneous self-education institution. In all.,the 

library is the focus of all community life. It grows and 

grows in the society as a social organism. Society needs li­

brary and library needs training and education for librarian- 

ship of its personnel for proper growth and development of* 

libraries in the greater interest of the society and the nation 

as a whole. Therefore, the_values, importance■and necessity of

T ^ e public iibrary^a people’s university 
?  : American Association for Adult Education,

1938), p. 7 1 .
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library education in a developing country like Bangla­

desh need not be over emphasized so far as the develop­

ment of her libraries, the vehicle of culture and civi­

lization, is concerned.

Library education represents a synthesis of 

professional action and bears a good testimony of its 

importance, values and necessity in the society. Library 

education prepares librarians and library personnel for 

the present as well as for the future. Library education, 

therefore, must be an integral part of our social process 

to keep the libraries alive in the society for its well­

being and development.
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10:2 PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF LIBRARY EDUCATION IN 
BANGLADESH

It appears from our study in previous chapters 

that the library education in Bangladesh lacks adequate ob­

jectives. If we examine any courses of studies of any uni­

versity of any country we find that the objectives of those 

courses are clearly defined. Unfortunately, our courses lack 

such directions. They are rather description of course con­

tent .

Librarians are produced to practise in the field of 

activities viz., Universities, Colleges, Schools, Public li­

braries, Special Institutions, etc. Therefore, librarians are 

produced aiming at these organizations. A law librarian thus 

produced should definitely be able to help the lawyers and 

academic librarian a scholar in his scholarly pursuits. Un­

fortunately, our syllabi fail to produce such librarians.

Our products are of general and common nature who in turn 

have failed to prove their efficiency in specific areas as 

discussed.

In running libraries in any given country three levels 

of manpower are needed : leadership, middle and lower-level 

manpower. We have discussed all of the courses exist in.the 

country but the course organizer, infact, has not prepared

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



288

their coursos os such. The subjects i'or example, Library 

Administration is taught at the Certificate, Diploma and 

Waster's level. One fails to understand how an incumbent 

having only becondary education at the Certificate level 

destined to work at the lower strata of the librarianship 

career will gain by understanding intricacy of administra­

tion of libraries. These types of trainees should have 

better exposed to the routine of file management and shelf- 

organization, etc,

Library education in our country demands both qua­

lity and quantity,. In order to have qualitative education 

we should have number of Department of Library Science in 

several universities. This would help both quality and 

quantity by enabling them to compete with each other both 

qualitatively and quantitatively. Unfortunately* this is 

not the case for Bangladesh. Only Department we have in 

Dhaka enjoys raonopholy in this arena.

Librarianship is the combination of theory and prac­

tice. Therefore, faculties (teaching-staff) are required to 

be well-versed in both the areas. They must have academic 

and practical excellence in the field of librarianship. But 

our faculties in the University Department and other courses

like Bangladesh Library Association do not very well fulfil 

this requirement. As a result, the products of these courses
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are gradually becoming inferior in quality so as to fulfil the

need and requirements of library users. In order to attract the

high calibre people to meet our aspiration meritorious people

of high academic attainments should be recruited in the library

schools| allowing reasonable time to practise in libraries, to

receive advance training in study and research.
be

Our schools of librarianship are yet tc/ adequately equi­

pped with various types of modern teaching aids, laboratories etc. 

For example, if we want to teach a student how to restore a 

seventeenth century map, we have no means other than oral ex­

planations .

The librarianship courses in our country were prepared in 

the fifties. But library science is a behavioural one. It re­

lies on the latest practice which has been tremendously changed 

and developed since we devised our syllabus. The circulation 

system we teach now, for example Browning, is no longer prac­

tised in modern world. Therefore, it will be even difficult to 

get a textbook on the topic. The concept of 'Form Division' in 

the subject of classification, to cite another example, has be­

come obsolete to be substituted by 'Standard Sub-Division'. If 

one goes through our course content, he will find that these 

changes in the discipline have not yet been reflected in our 

study and teaching. Therefore, the demand of the age is to mo­

dernize and update our education.
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The profession of librarianship is at its lowest ebb; 

therefore, it fails to attract above average people to enrol 

in librarianship courses. The government of Bangladesh should 

accept the policy of -upgrading the status of librarians and 

make it comparable to other profession (like that a univer­

sity teacher who enters as Lecturer and ends up as a Profe­

ssor) otherwise the profession will fail to attract young 

talents and develop its discipline.

The profession of librarianship in Bangladesh is now 

in disarry. In order to reorganize the profession a strong 

leadership is required. The library school, the professional 

librarians and their professional organizations should work 

hand in hand to improve the situation. Appropriate courses 

of studies to train leadership—level manpower, proper mana­

gement of library operations by the practising librarians 

and a definitive library movement by the Library Association 

of Bangladesh will, we hope, create a congenial atmosphere 

towards a better leadership with intellectual depth and 

ability.
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CONCLUSIONS

IN the preceding chapters we have discussed at length 

the 'Education for Librarianship in Bangladesh', the origins 

of library education (ch.3) and factors (growth and state of ' 

libraries oh. 2) responsible for its gradual development up— 

to present programmes, courses of studies, and pattern of -li­

brary science education and training in the country (chs.3-6). 

Study of the past and evaluation of the present programmes 

and courses of studies at all levels have been made in the 

study in comparison with developed and fast developing coun­

tries with a view to ascertaining the standard and quality 

of current library education and training concomitant to pre­

sent and future needs of the profession in Bangladesh.

This study provides an understanding between the past 

and present-day library education programme in Bangladesh. 

Knowledge of library system and services in the country puts 

their problems which may be resolved in perspective of stan­

dardized and quality library education programme in a chan­

ging climate of opinion about librarianship in Bangladesh.
i

The diverse education system of librarianship in pre­

sent-day Bangladesh at all levels namely, (1) Undergraduate 

level, (2) Post-graduate level and (3) In-service training

of secondary school teachers (chs. 3,4, and 5), and in parti­

cular , the pressing need for changes in the 'present curricula
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and patterns of library science education1 throughout the 

country will be more fully understood by the scholars and 

readers with perspective provided by a geo-socio-economic 

and political profile of Bangladesh* A brief description 

of education in Bangladesh has been added in chapter 1 of 

this study. „

To meet .the purposes of this study we have traced bri­

efly the origin of library education. It was not in exis­

tence even after the partition of Indian subcontinent in 

19^7» when the former East Bengal became the eastern wing 

of Pakistan. There were libraries in the country in the mid­

nineteenth century and its growth was speedy in the mid­

twentieth century. Due to the rapid growth and process of 

organization of libraries during the above mentioned period 

the necessity of library education and training was felt 

(ch.2). But it was only in 1952 the Library Training Course 

was initiated in the Dhaka University Library. The course 

was discontinued after one session. The Fulbright Training 

Course on librarianship was started in 1955 and continued 
upto June 1959 under the supervision and guidance of the 

then Librarian of Dhaka University (ch»3:2). The disorga*- 

nized state of large number of libraries was in need of pro­

perly trained librarians. Bo the formal library education 

at undergraduate level was instituted by the EFlA (later the 

LAB) in 1958 (ch.3:3 and 4), and subsequently by the BLC 

in 1972 (ch.3:5)
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The formal library education at undergraduate level, 

conducted by the Library Association, encouraged the es­

tablishment of library education at post-graduate Diploma 

level in the University of Dhaka in 1959. In 1962 Master's 

Hegree Courses were introduced. M. Phil and Doctorate 

programmes were initiated in 1976 snd 1979 respectively • 

(ch. 4).

This study deals elaborately the admission require­

ments and procedures, teaching methods, nature of curri­

cula and its output. The standards and management of the 

Department of Library Science, the only post-greduste cour­

ses of teaching librarianship in Bangladesh, has been dealt 

with a view to standardizing library education in compari­

son with developed as well as developing neighbouring coun­

tries (Pakistan and India).

The available Training Programmes for school libra­

rianship at NIEAEK, Dhaka (from 1963) snd four, out of ten, 

Teachers Training Colleges (one at Dhaka, Rajshahi, Khulna 

and Hymensingh from 1975) for secondary school teachers — 

their standards, management snd output have been studied.

The study also evaluates these programmes in term of

its admission requirements, teaching staff and teaching

methods, nature and content of curricula. The prospect of 

manning the existing diplorable libraries of 8,662 secon­

dary schools in Bangladesh (ch.5) is kept in view.
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The aims and objectives of library education in Bangla­

desh, its gradual developments, historical evolution of cour­

ses of studies in social perspective have been dealt with in 

this study. The present position of courses of studies and 

pattern of library science education in Bangladesh have been 

evaluated in terms of local needs keeping in view the modern 

courses of studies of developad 6s well as developing coun^ 

tries with its implications in present-day world in order to 

justify its appropriateness in Bangladesh. In this context, 

suggestions have been made for future courses of studies of 

proposed expansion of the existing iota programmes of library 

education in Bangladesh. ( ch.. 6 ).

During the last 30 years of Library Education and Train­

ing in Bangladesh (from 1952 to 1982), the manpower taking 

all level togather stands at 3,491 viz : •

1. Undergraduate sub-professional level : 955
2. Post-graduate professional level :1,018

3. Teachers trained in the Training Institutes:1518 (ch.7) .

The outcome of the investigstion clearly indicates the 

acute shortage of manpower for development of 12,864 libra­

ries of all kinds in Bangladesh (ch.8:2) and finds out the 

total minimum requirements of 14,4-22 professional and 14,365 

sub-professional manpower by kinds of libraries in Bangladesh
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during 1985, besides the existing production of 1018 profe­

ssional and 955 sub-professional manpower through formal 

education for librarianship in Bangladesh from its beginning 

upto 1982 (ch.8:3). The study, in this context, proposes 

steps and measures to meet such huge manpower (28,787) re­

quirements for development of libraries and librarianship' 

in Bangladesh.

The study has also noted that in spite of recommenda­

tions of 'Education Commissions' and other bodies for im­

provement of library education and training, improvement 

of poor service conditions, low status and emoluments of 

librarians and library personnel there exists a kind of apa­

thy and indifference on the part of the concerned authori­

ties in the process of implementation of such recommenda­

tions resulting in the hindrance of the desired developments. 

Ihe present study investigates the said events in details and 

suggests the ways and means for a realistic and practical 

planning towards progress of librarianship in the country 

(ch.9). It is necessary to plan for a uniform standard of 

library science education in Bangladesh in consonance with 

our local needs (chf10).

The findings of this study shows that Bangladesh has 

long lagged behind her neighbours (Pakistan and especially 

India) in library education. The neighbouring countries have 

made great strides in the last few years, and Bangladesh can 

learn both from their achievements and mistakes.
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By understanding the development process of the past 

and the conditions of the developed countries as well as the 

programmes of the developing countries and other Bangladesh 

can be able to remove her problems, correct the ^.mistakes of 

the past in order to expand the present scanty library edu­

cation programme and to aim at attaining uniform standard 

through the formation of strong leadership in the profession.

In this context, the following steps may be taken to 

alleviate the problems of library education and to ensure a 

sufficient supply of trained librarians and library perso­

nnel to meet the demands of the profession :

1 . The professional organizations of library education 

should be connected with manpower requirements for the per­

formance of jobs at different professional levels. In the 

study of manpower requirements, the need for specific period 

of time needs to be taken into consideration by the Govern­

ment and accordingly the educational programme for librari- 

anship can be planned by the concerned authorities in Bangla­

desh.

2. To cope with the existing situation of huge manpower 

requirements for development of libraries in Bangladesh, a 

new pattern of positive and service-oriented librarianship is 

necessary. The first and foremost prerequisite of this, is' to 

formulate a national policy of library education which should 

clearly spell out the requirements, standards and a course of 

action commensurate with the immediate and future needs of 

the society.
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3. Government has to come forward to raise the status 

of librarians, and set up a hierarchy of grades identical with 

Bangladesh Education Service so that the library personnel 

may find greater incentive to contribute their best for the 

realization of national objectives. This will automatically 

attract the young talents of universities to a properly plan­

ned education in librarianship. To prepare successful libra­

rians a good general education is an absolute necessity b e ­

cause no quantum of training of library education can make 

a successful librarian who lacks a good general education.

4. Manpower requirements should be attained by insti­

tuting a full-fledged Department of Library and Information 

Science education at Rajshahi, Chittagong and Jahangirnagar 

Universities on priority basis as recommended by 1974 Bangla­

desh Education Commission (ch.2:2). And refresher courses at 

different levels of library education be introduced as conti­

nuing education.

5. Formulation of courses of studies should be made with 

due consideration to the needs of our society on the one hand 

and emphasis on more progressive curricula on the other as 

suggested earlier (ch.6:5).
6. 1he Department of Library Science of the University 

of Dhaka should be elevated to a full-fledged Department of 

Library and Information Science. Decision should be taken to 

open Honours Courses and adequate provision for faculty mem­

bers, books, journals, equipments and physical facilities
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should be made. This proposed Department of Library and 

Information Science of the Dhaka University should lay spe­

cial emphasis on research.

7. The Government in co-operation with the UNESCO and 

other aid-giving agencies, at home and abroad, may draw up 

a comprehensive plan to train up existing library jper- • ,

sonnel , more particularly the faculty members of the D e ­

partment of Library Science of the University of Dhaka, on 

modern methods and techniques of Library and Information 

Science from developed countries.

8. The Bangladeshi scholars, particularly Ph.D. holders 

in Library Science, now serving in foreign countries, may

be persuaded to return to Bangladesh for serving in the pro­

posed Library and Information Science at Rajshahi, Chittagong 

and Jahangirnagar Universities and in the institutions of 

Archives, Directorate of Libraries, National Library and also to 

materialize the proposed expansion of library education pro­

gramme throughout Bangladesh.

9. The Library Association of Bangladesh should under­

take an active programme to popularise the library movement 

in the country. It should also draw up a comprehensive scheme 

for expansion of library education and training facilities 

with modern courses of studies to meet the existing and 

future needs of trained manpower in the library services of 

Bangladesh. ■
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10. Lastly, Government needs to constitute a 'National 

Commission on Librarianship' consisting of the representatives 

of the Library Association of Bangladesh, Department of Libra­

ry Science, University of Dhaka, University Librarians, senior 

practising librarians, eminent educationists, booksellers and 

publishers, patrons of libraries and Government representa­

tive with definite terms and conditions for development of 

library education and library system and services in the 

country.

The future products of our educational system, we hope, . 

will be conscious of the social and ethical professional 

values to be conserved from the national heritage and be able 

to translate the values into professional activities which 

are required in a fast changing world. It is our hope that 

such procedures will build up a strong Bangladesh that will 

not look to others for leadership in this profession and will 

herself be able to occupy an honoured position among the 

nations of the world.
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APPENDIXES

APPENDIX - A

C H R O N O L O G I C A L  S T U D Y  O F  E D U C A T I O N  F O R  
L I B R A R I A N S H I P  IN B A N G L A D E S H ,  1947-1982

1947 Bangladesh (as former East Bengal) had professional

link with Imperial Library (now National Library of ' 

India), Calcutta and with Bengal Library Association.

Partition of Indian subcontinent into two sovereign 

states viz: India and Pakistan, and East Bengal be­

came a part of Pakistan as 'East Pakistan'.

1952 First certificate course in librarianship initiated 

in the Dhaka University Library by its London trained 

Librarian, Mr. Pazal Elahi.

1953 Provision for higher training facilities abroad was 

made available under the Technical Assistance Pro­

gramme of the Colombo Plan. Two senior practising l i ­

brarians, viz: (i) Late Mr. Abdur Rahman Mirdah, then 

librarian, Engineering College, Dhaka (ii) Late Mr. A.

E.M. Shamsul Haque, Librarian and Keeper of Records, 

Secretariat Library, Dhaka, were trained in Library 

Science and Archives from New Zealand and Australia 

respectively.

1954 Two eminent scholars, viz: (i) Mr. Ahmad Husain (D.P.I's 

nominee and on return Librarian Central Public Library, 

Dhaka) and (ii) Late Hr. M.S. Khan (Librarian designate, 

Dhaka University Library) were deputed for higher train­

ing in Library Science in USA and UK respectively.
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1955 Fulbright Courses in librarianship started in the 

Dhaka University Library from the session 1955-56 

under the supervision and guidance of its UK trained 

Librarian, Hr. M. S. Khan.

1956 Establishment of the East Pakistan Library Associa- '

tion (EPLA) now the Library Association of Bangla­

desh (LAB) for the upliftment of the profession.

1958 First formal library education at undergraduate cer­

tificate level was started in October 1958 by the 

EPLA, and now LAB, under the supervision of Mr. M.S.

Khan, Librarian, Dhaka University Library and Presi­

dent of the Library Association, as Director of the 

C o u r s e .

1959 Post-graduate Diploma Course in Library Science was 

instituted in the University of Dhaka from the session 

1959-60 with Mr. M.S.Khan, Librarian, as the Head of 

the course.

1962 Master's Degree Course in Library Science in the Uni­

versity of Dhaka was started frbm the session 1962-63.

1963 Short Course Training on School Librarianship for secon­

dary school teachers was started by the NIEAER, Dhaka.

1964 The programmes and Courses in Library Science of Dhaka 

University were recognized as full-fledged 'Department 

of Library Science' by the University of Dhaka.

1968 Formation of Pakistan Special Library Association (PSLA), 

later renamed as Bangladesh Library Council (B L C ) .

1971 Birth of a nation. Bangladesh appears as an independent

sovereign state in the world map after liberation in 1971. 
The .courses of studies of all the programmes of library 

education are revised.
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1972 Mr. A. K. M . Shamsul Alam, Assistant Professor of the 

Department, became the Head/Chairman of the Department 

of Library Science, University of Dhaka, after the re­

tirement of Mr. M. S. Khan.

Undergraduate Certificate Course was started by the 

Bangladesh Library Council (BLC).

1974 Phil. Course in Library Science was approved by the 

University of Dhaka.

1975 M. Phil. Course was started from the session 1975-76 
in the University of Dhaka.

Training Course on School Librarianship for graduate 

teachers' in training was started by the Dhaka, Raj- 

shahi and Khulna Teachers Training Colleges from the 

session 1975-76.

1976 Mr. Nasiruddin Ahmad, Assistant Professor, became the 

Chairman of the Department of Library Science, Univer­

sity of Dhaka, for a term of three years after comple­

tion of the term of Chairmanship of Mr. A. K. M. Sham­

sul Alam.

1978 Ph. D. Programme in Library Science was approved by 

the University of Dhaka from the session 1978-79.

1979 Enrolment of Mr. K. M. Saiful Islam, Assistant Profe­

ssor of the Department of Library Science, as Ph. D. 

student in the University of Dhaka in June 1979.

Mr. A. K. M. Shamsul Alam, Associate Professor, became 

the Chairman of the Department for another term of three 

years .
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1980 Training Course on School Librarianship for graduate

teachers' in training was started by the Mymensingh

(Mens) Teachers'Training College from the session 
1980- 81 .

1982 Enrolment of Mr. Nasiruddin A h m a d , Assistant Profe­

ssor of the Department of Library Science, as Ph. D-. 

student in the University of Dhaka in June 1982.

Mr. Serwar Hossain, Assistant Professor, became the 

Chairman of the Department of Library Science after 

the completion of the term of Chairmanship of Mr. A. 

K. M. Shamsul Alam.
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