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P RE F A C E

The p u b l ic  l i b r a r i e s  play m ost i m p o r t a n t  part in the 

country, as the p e o pl e get c h a n c e  to c o n s u l t  v a r i o u s  

t yp e s  of books of d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t s  even bey o n d  the 

school and c o l l e g e  s y l labus. In a p u b l ic  library, the 

i n f o r m a t i o n  a bo u t  a n c i e n t  and c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  are 

w i d e l y  a va i l a b l e .

U N E S C O  P u b li c L i b r a r y  M a n i f e s t o  c a lls p u b l i c  library 

as "as a d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t it ut  Dn, o p e r a t e d  by the 

people, for the people, the Pub ic lib r a r y  s h o u l d be 

e s t a b l i s h e d  under c l ear a u t h or  ty of law; s u p p o r t e d  

w h o l l y  or m a i n l y  f rom pub l i c  fu ds; open for free use 

on equal ter m s  to all m em b e  s of the c o m m u n i t y  

r e g a r d l e s s  of o c c u p a t i o n ,  creed and race." The publ i c  

library s e r v i c e  to in B a n g l a d e s h  is very u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  

and e f f o r t s  m ust be made to rai e its o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

e f f i c i e n c y  and c a p a b i l i t i e s.
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In this work, an e f f o r t  has been made to c r i t i c a l l y  

r e v i e w  the p u b l i c  library s y s t e m  and s e r v i c e  in S w e d en

and B a n g l a d e s h  and to r e c o m m e n d  s u i t a b l e  m e a s u r e s  to be
/

u n d e r t a k e n  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a P u b li c L ib ra r y  

s y s t e m  in B a n g l a d e s h  in light of the s y s t e m  o b t a i n i n g  

in S w e d e n  w h ic h  is c o n s i d e r e d  the best in the world.

A SR I N  JAHAN L U T F U N N A H A R  BEGUM
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C H A P T E R  — X 
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I n t r o d u c t i  on

1. S t a t e m e n t  of the P r o b l e m

B a n g l a d e s h  is a d en s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  and poor c o untry. 

Its l i t e r a c y rate is 23.8%, w h i c h  is amo n g  the 

lowe s t  in the world. The d e v e l o p m e n t  of a p u b li c 

lib r a r y  l eg is l a t i o n ,  the r e  is no e f f e c t i v e  p u b li c 

l i b ra r y  s y s t e m  in B a ng la de s h .

On the o t h e r  hand, S w e d e n  has made r e m a r k a b l e  

s u c c e s s e s  and a c h i e v e m e n t s  in d e v e l o p i n g  the best 

p u b l i c  lib r a r y  s y s t e m  in the world. The h i s t o r y  of 

the p u b l i c  lib r a r y  m o v e m e n t  in S w e d e n  d a tes back to 

a b o u t  1800s. The f i r s t  p u b l i c  lib r a r y  Act was p a s s e d  

in 1905. Its l i t e r a cy  rate is 99 percent. E d u c a t i o n  

is free up to Doctoral level and c o m p u l s o r y  up to 

S e c o n d a r y  level. On the a s s u m p t i o n  that B a n g l a d e s h  

can b e n e f i t  su b s t a n t i  al l ^ f  rom the e x p e r i e n c e s  of

X
Sweden, e f f o r t s  will be made tn this s t udy to review 

the p u b l i c  l ibrary s y s t e m s  and s e r v i c e s  of Sweden
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and c o m p a r e  it with that of B a n gl ad es h .

2. H y p o t h e s  i s

The m a j or  h y p o t h e s i s  f o r m u l a t e d  at the o u t s e t  of 

this held that the s ta t u s  of p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s  in 

B a n g l a d e s h  is i n a d e q u a t e  for p r o v i d i n g  e f f e c t i v e  

l i b ra r y  s e r v i c e  to the m e m b e r s  of the c om mu n i t y .

M i n o r  h y p o t h e s i s  e m p h a s i z e d  that the p r e s e n t  sta t u s  

of p u b li c l i b r a r i e s  is i n a d e q u a t e  because:

(i) I n a d e q u a t e  funds.

(ii) Lack of a d e q u a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s .

(iii) Lack of l e a d e r s h i p  of the library

a s s o c i a t i o n s  to launch lib r a r y  m o v e m e n t  for 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  a w e l l - k i n t  p u b l i c  lib r a r y  

s e r v i c e  in the country.

3. M e t h o d o l o g y

W h i ch  m e t h o d s  w ere a d o p t e d  for c o m p l e t i n g  the 

p r e s e n t  s t udy are given below:

(i) L i t e r a t u r e  search: E x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e s  on the

t o pic w e r e  s e a r c h  and s t u d i e d  and e x a m i n e  the

2
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c u r r e n t  p u b l ic  l ibrary s e r v i c e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  and 

S w e d e n .

(ii) P ersonal visits: P e rsonal v i s i t s  to n o t a b l e

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  were made to e x a m i n e  the e x i s t i n g  

s t a t u s  of p u b l ic  l ibrary s e r v i c e s  in B a n g la de sh .

(iii) E v a l u a t i o n  of p u b li c library r e s o u r c e s  : The

l i br a r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  books, p er io d i c a l s ,

m a g a z i n e s ,  rare books, special m at e r i a l s ,  etc. on

v a r i o u s  s u b j e c t s  held in the m a jo r  p u b l i c  l i br ar ie s

of D h a k a  w ere a n a l y z e d  and t h eir s t r e ng th s,  w e a k n e s s

and gaps in v a r i o u s  s u b j e c t  f i e l d s w ere d et e r m i n e d .

4. P u r p o s e  of the Study

The p ur p o s e  of the study is to r ev i e w  c r i t i c a l l y  the

h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of p u b li c libraries, c u r r e n t

s t a t u s  and general f e a t u r e s  of the p u b l i c  library

s y s t e m s  and s e r v i c e s  of S w e de n and B a n g l a d e s h  and

dr a w r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  for the h e a l t h y  g r o w th  and

d e v e l o p m e n t  of the p u b l i c  lib r a r y  s y s t e m  in

Bang 1adesh .
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S c o p e  of the S t udy

For the p u r p o s e  of m a k i n g  a c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  of 

p u b l i c  lib r a r y  s y s t e m s  and s e r v i c e s  of S w e d e n  and 

B a n g l a d e s h ,  this work has been d i v i d e d  o ver the 

f o l l o w i n g  m a jo r  chapters:

O r i g i n s  of the p u b l i c  library

M o d e r n  s t a t e m e n t  of p u r p o s e  of the p u b l ic  lib r a r y  

in the w o rld

H i s t o r i c a l  G r o w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of publ i c  

l i b r a r i e s  in Sweden.

H i s t o r i c a l  G r o w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of p u b l ic  

l i b r a r ie s  in B a n g l a de sh .

P u b l i c  l ibrary l e g i s l a t i o n  in Sweden.

P u b l i c  lib r a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  in B a n gl ad e s h .

P u b l i c  lib r a r y  E x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e  in S w e de n and 

B a n g l a d e s h.

C u r r e n t  s t a t u s  of p u b l i c  lib r a r y  s y s t e m  in Swe d e n  

C u r r e n t  s t a t u s of p ub l i c  lib r a r y  s y s t e m  in B an gl a d e s h .
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of public libraries in Swed^ifU

0 a n g  1 adJffislti" a c o m p a r a t i v e  stuidj^..
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C H A P T E R  — II

O R I G I N S  O F = T H  EE L I B R A R Y
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O R I G I N  OF THE P U B L I C  L I B R A RY

Un der the will of R i c h a r d  W h i t t i n g t o n  t h ere was

e s t a b l i s h e d  in London a b out in 1422 a lib r a r y  for free

use by the cit i z e n s ,  it lasted for just over a century, 

until the Duke of s o m e r s e t  seiz e d  it in 1549.

It was in the e a rl y  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  that the f i rst 

e f f o r t s  to e s t a b l i s h  P u b l i c  library w ere more w i d e l y  

made in this c e n t u r y  and it is f i t t i n g  that these e f f o 

rts s h o u l d  again have been made as the r e s ul t s  of phil-

a n th ro p h y ;  for t h ere has been no c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  more

m a r k e d  in the w e a l t h y  c i t i z e n s  i n t e r e s t e d  in its aims 

and p r o g r e s s .

The f ir s t  library to have its stock r ea d i l y  and f r e e l y

a c c e s s i b l e  to the general p u b l i c  was f o u n d e d  in c o n ve n-

try in 1601. C l a i m s  are made by o t her t o wns to e a r l i e r

p u bl i c  libraries, but the a cc e s s  to t h e s e  was g e n e r a l l y

limited in N o r w i c h  (1608), w h i c h  may c l a i m  the longest

1. M u r i s o n , W . J  . The P u b l i c  library; its origin,
p u r p o s e  and s i g n i f i c a n c e .  2nd. rev.edn. London; 
G e o r g e  G. Harrap, 1 9 7 1 . p . 19.

7
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c o n t i n u o u s  p u b l i c  library s e r v i c e  , Bristol (16 1 5 ) ,Lang 1- 

ey Marish, near s 1o u g h ( 1 623 ), L e i c e s t e r ( 1 632 ) , M a n c h e s -  

ter( 1 653 ) , and at I n n e r p e f f r a y , near c r i e f f ( 1 680 ) . 

1699: Rev. J a mes K i r kwood. An a m b i t i o u s  s c he me  was

p r o p o s e d  by Rev. J a mes K i r kwood, at one time m i n i s t e r  

in Minto, R o x b u r g h  shire, and later in Ast w i c k ,  B e d fo rd  

shire, in his a n o n y m o u s l y  issued tract. An o v e r t u r e  

for f o u n d i n g  and m a i n t a i n i n g  of b i b l i o t h e c k s  in e v ery 

p a r oc h t h r o u g h o u t  this k i n g d o m  of S c o tland.

17 0 4 - 1 8 0 7  : Dr. T h o m a s  Bray. He e s t a b l i s h e d  61 l i b r a r i 

es bet w e e n  1704 and his death in 1730, and more than a 

h u n d r e d  o t her l i b r a r i e s  w ere e s t a b l i s h e d  by a s o c i e t y  

a f te r  his n a m e .

1817 Samuel Brown. In the b e g i n n i n g  of the 19th c e n t u r y  

saw g r eat a c t i v i t y  in the p r o v i s i o n  of p o p u l a r  l i b r a r i 

es in the sou t h  e a s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s  of S c o t l a n d  and in 

the n o r t h - e a s t  of England. The m ost f a m o u s  of these 

s c h em e was p r o v o s t  samuel Brown s y s t e m  of i ti n e r a t i n g
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l i b r a r ie s i n i t i a te d in East L ot hi a n  in 1817.

The p r i n c i p l e  o b j e c t  of the s ch e m e  was to p r o m o t e  the 

i n t e r e s t s  of religion, and the plan was "to have a 

l ib r a r y  w i t h i n  a mile a n d - a - h a l f  of eve r y  i n h a b i t a n t  of 

the co u n t r y ,  if p o s s i bl e"  and "to s t a t i o n a d i v i s i o n  of 

50 v o l u m e  in e ve r y  v i l l a g e  and h a m le t  w h e r e  a l ib ra r i a n  

could be f o u n d  . The books were to be r e m ov ed  at the

end of two years, and a general e x c h a n g e  e f f e c t e d .  The

g r e a t e s t  n u mb er  of these l i b r a r ie s  was fifty. The s u c c 

ess of the s e  libraries, however, d e c l i n e d  after the

dea t h  of t h e i r  founder, Samuel Smiles, for instance, 

g i v i n g  e v i d e n c e  in 1849, said that a t t e m p t  to f orm 

p u b l i c  l i b r a r ie s in the west R i d i ng  of Y o r k s h i r e  had

g e n e r a l l y  been f a i lures. "So long as the books in the

l i b r a r i e s  w ere a t t r a ct i v e ,  the p e op l e  g e n e r a l l y  r e s o r 

ted to them, but as soon as the books b e c a m e  old and 

had been read out, they c e a s e d  to a t t r a c t  the readers, 

and in the end they were f a i l u r e s . "
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1
1849 Edwa r d  E d w a r d s  (1812-86). An a s s i s t a n t  in the 

d e p a r t m e n t  of p ri n t e d  books at the B r i t i s h  M u s e u m  at 

the time of the 1849 report was g u i d ed  by t h e s e  f a i l u r e  

and m o t i v a t e d  by the f o l l o w i n g  two p r i n c i p le s:

i) The f i r s t p r i n c i p l e  i n v o l ve d the c o r o l l a r y  that the 

new i n s t i t u t i o n s  and their m a n a g e m e n t  s h o u ld  stand 

e n t i r e l y  a l oof f rom p a r t ly  i n f l u e n c e  in P o l i t i c s  or in 

R e l igion.

ii) The f ir s t  p r i n c i p l e  i n v o l ve d the c o r o l l a r y  that 

the m a i n t e n a n c e  m us t  be by rate, levied on the w h ol e  

t a x - p a y i n g  c o m m u n i ty , and a d m i n i s t e r e d  by its e l e c t i v e  

and r e s p o n s i b l e  f u n c t i o n a r i e s .

1848: First r a t e - s u p p o r t e d  library: In the U ni t e d

K i n g d o m , t h e  f i rs t  m u n i c i p al  r a t e - s u p p o r t e d  free library 

was o p e n e d  in N o v e m b e r  1848 in W a r r i n g t o n .

1. M u nford, W.A. Penny rate; a s p e c t s  of B r i t i s h  library 
h i story, 1850-1950. London: L i b r a r y  A s so c i a t io n,
1 9 6 9 . p . 8 .
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1849: This was f o l l o w e d  in 1849 by the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of

a p u b l ic  l ibrary in Salford.

1
1850: Fir s t  P u b l i c  L ib ra r y  A c t . First P u b li c  library

Act came on A u g u s t  14,1850, as the d i r ec t  r e s u l t  of the 

1849 report, to w hi c h  E d wa r d  E dw ar d s  had c o n s i d e r a b l e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n .  Its p a s s a g e  in to law was l argely s e c u r e d  

by the e n d e a v o r s  of two m embers. W i l l i a m  E d wa rt  and 

J o s e p h  B r o t h er t o n .

Mid 19th C entury: In the mid 19th c e n t u r y  P u b l i c

L i b ra r y  is said to have owed n o t h i n g  to p u b l ic  demand, 

but e v e r y t h i n g  to individual i n i t i a t i v e  and e n t h u s i a s m .  

D u r i n g  the p er i o d  the t h i r s t  for k n o w l e d g e  was 

i n c r e a s e  along with the i nc r e a s e  of the f r o n t i e r s  of 

s c i e n c e  and g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s c o v e r i e s .  O u t l o o k s  were 

w i d e n i n g  as a res u l t  of the religious, e c on om ic ,  and 

p o l it i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of the industrial r ev o l u t i o n ,

and the e d u c a t i o n  revolt. So g r eat was the d e m an d that

1. M c C o l v i n ,  Lionel R. The C h a n c e  to read; public 
l i b r a r ie s in the w o r l d  to day. London: Phonix
House, 1 9 5 7 . p . 23.

11
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the w i t n e s s e s  of 1849 rep o r t  w ere c o n v i n c e d  of the need 

for p u b l i c  library.

M a c k e n z  i e R e v .____ M a c k e n z i e  b e l i e v e d  that the

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of local rea d i n g  rooms w o ul d take the 

w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s  away f rom p u b l i c  h ou s e s  by a f f o r d i n g  

them a c o m f o r t a b l e  s h e l t e r  for the evening.

Immary John Immray r e p or t e d  on the i m p r o v e d  h a b i t s  of 

o rd e r  of people, w i t n e s s  e x i s t e d  by a m i s s i o n a r y  on the 

i m p r o v e m e n t  of moral c h a r a c t e r  of people.

1853. M e c h a n i c s  i n s t i t u t e s  l ibrary 700 m e c h a n i c s

i n s t i t u t es  had 120,000 m e m b e r s  and w ere issuing more 

than two m i l l i o n  v o l um e  an n u a l l y ,  M e c h a n i c s  i n st i t u t e  

lib r a r y  w o r ke d  as a c o m p e t i t i v e  for c e  with the m u n i c i p 

al libraries.

1866 M a c h e s t e r  P u b l l i c  Library. In 1866 w h il e o pe n i n g  

the hums B r a nc h of M a n c h e s t e r  P u b l i c  Library, The 

Mayor, A l d e r m a n  B ow k e r  said; "When f i rst p r o p o s e d  ,the 

va lue of free l ib ra r i e s  was little u n d e r st o o d ,  The
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pub l i c  w ere a fr a i d  of them and looked upon t h e m  with 

j e a l o u s y . "  Thus f rom c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o u r c e s  it can be 

s h own that the M a n c h e s t e r  P ub l i c  L i b r a r i e s  were e s t a b l 

ished by some e n t h u s i a s t i c  m e m b e r s  of the upper c l a s se s 

and the s pr i t  of g e n e r o s i t y  and i nt e r e s t  of w e a l t h y  

people.

Un i ted S t a t e s  : A m e r i c a n  P u b l ic  l i b r a ri es  also had

e x p e r i e n c e d  s i m i l a r  p h i l a n t h r o p h y ,  but here " w e al t h  

had shown itself f a v o r a b l y  d i s p o s e d  by e r e c t i n g  library 

b u i l d i n g . " and had found a m ore ready general support. 

'Though the i n t el l e c t u al  m o t i v e  was more e m p h a t i c a l l y  

a s s e r t e d  as the prime f u n c t i o n  of l i b r a r i e s  in the 

U n i t e d  States, the social and a s p e c t s  w ere also s t r o n g -  

1y p r e s e n t e d  . ’

The e v i d e n c e  of c o n t e m p o r a r y  o p i n i o n  s u g g e s t s  that the 

i n i t i a t i v e  in p r o m o t i n g  pub l i c  l i b r a ri es  c ame f r o m  the 

upper s t r a t a  of s o c i e t y  rather than f rom the w o r k i n g  

class. It was seen, however, that once the l i b raries

13
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w ere e s t a b l i s h e d  and they pro v e d  their value, they 

e v e n t u a l l y  e n l i s t e d  the s u p p o r t  of all s e c t i o n s  of the 

people!

14

1. M u r i s o n , W . J . , o p . c i t . , p .4 9.
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M O D E R N  S T A T E M E N T  OF P U R P O S E  OF THE P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y  IN 

THE W O R L D

The s u c c e s s  of a m o d e r n  P ub l i c  L i b ra ry  or any

i n s t i t u t i o n  d e v o t e d  to the c o m m u n i t y  d e p e n d s  on three

main f ac t o r s  : it must have p u r p o s e ; i t  m u s t have a sound

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to d e t e r m i n e  the m ode of o p e r a t i o n  ; and

a f ter t hat mode has been agreed, it must be put into

1
e f f e c t  by c a p a b l e  and c o n s c i e n t i o u s  e xe cu t i v e s .

U N E S C O  has d e f i n e d  P u b l i c  L i b ra ry  as " a d e m o c r a t i c  

i n s t i t u t i o n  o p e r a t e d  by the people, for the people, 

e s t a b l i s h e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  u n der the c l ear a u t h o r i t y  of 

law, s u p p o r t e d  w h o l l y or m a i n l y  f rom p u b l i c funds, open 

for free use on equal t e rms to all m e m b e r s  of the c o m m 

unity, r e g a r d l e s s  of o cc u p a t i o n ,  creed, c la s s  or race."

K .C . H arr i son d ef i n e d  that ’the p u b l i c lib r a r y  may be 

said to e x i s t  for the free and U n r e s t r i c t e d  p r o v i s i o n

of books and rel a t e d  m a t e r i a l s  to m e m b e r s  of the c o m m u 

1. M u r i s o n , W . J . ,  o p . c i t . . p . 1 1 .
2. H e i n t z e , I n g e b o r g .  The O r g a n i z a t i o n  of the small 

p u b li c library, Paris, Unesco, 1963 p. 9.
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nity for study purpose, and for v o c a ti on al  and re c r e a t -  

i o n a 1 u s e .

A c a rdinal p r i n c i p l e  of p ub l i c  l i b r a r i e s  is that a c c e s s  

to term, e i t h e r  for r e f e r e n c e  or for b o r r o w i n g ,  m ust be 

free1.

Me Co Ivin d e f i n e d  a P u b l ic  L i b ra ry  as the one " P ro vi d e d

by local a u t h o r i t y  (the town or at its own e x p e n s e s

g o v e r n e d  and a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the a u t h o r i t y  or c o m m i t t e -

e, w h o l l y  or largely a p p o i n t e d  by itself, a v a i l a b l e

free of any charge, to all who live in its areas, (and

o f ten as well as oth e r s )  and o f f e r i n g  a w id e  s e l e c t i o n

as p o s s i b l e  the v a r i e d  i n t e r e st s of the i n d i vidual and

the c o mm u n i t y , free f rom bias or r el i g i o u s ,  p o l itical

2
or o t he r  m o t i v e s ’ .

Modern Statement of Purpose M o d e r n  o b j e c t i v e s  & f u n c t 

ions of the P u b li c L i b r a r y  was s t a t e d  by v a r i o u s  a u t h o 

rities, w h i c h  are given below:

1. H a r r i s o n ,K . C . The library and the c o m m u n it y .  London,
A n d r e d e u t s c h , 1966. p . 18.

2. Me Colvin, Lionel R. o p . c i t . , p. 12.
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1
According to Unesco.

I - A We 11-Organ i zed Comp 1ete Pub 1i c L i brary

Prov ides: books, p am ph l e t s ,  m a ga zi n e s ,  news papers,

maps, pi c t u r e s ,  films, m us i c  scores, and r e c o r d i n g s  and 

gives g u i d a n c e s  in the e f f e c t i v e  its to chi l d r e n ,  young 

p e o p l e , m e n  and Women.

II . Its Ob.iectives is to:

a) E d u c a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  .

b) Keep a b r e a s t  of p r o g r e s s  in all f i e l ds  of

know 1 e d g e .

c) M a i n t a i n  f r e e d o m  of e x p r e s s i o n  and a c o n t r u e t i v e 1y

critical a t t i t u d e  t ow a r d s  all P u b l i c issues.

d) C r e a t e  c i vic sense a m ong the ci t i z e n s .

e) D e v e l o p e d  their c r e a t i v e  c a p a c i t i e s  and latent

talents.

f) Aid g e n e r a l l y  in the a d v a n c e m e n t  of k no wl e d g e .

g) Make use of l eisure time to p r o m o t e  personal

h a p p i n e s s  and social w e l l - b e i n g .

1. M u r i s o n. W .  J. o p . c i t . , p . 98.
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III. It is a Cultural centre, a dynamic, vital communi

ty force: In the life of the p e o pl e of the w h o l e  c o m m u 

nity for t he i r  i n t e l le c t u a l  and C ul tu r a l  U p l i f t m e n t

IV. It helps the people what do think about

The s p o t - l i g h t  s ho u l d  be t h r ow n on s i g n i f i c a n t  issues

by e x h i b i t i o n s ,  b o o k - li st s,  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  lec t u r e s

course, f i lms and i n d i vidual rea d i n g  guidance.

V. It stimulates reading interest : s t i m u l a t e s  reading

i nt e r e s t  .lm5 t h r o u g h  p ub l i c  library of library s e r v i c 

es by w e l l - p l a n n e d  c o n t i n u o u s  p u b li c  r e l a t i o n s

prog r a m m e .

VI. Co-Ordination of service with other agencies: It

links an a c t i v a t e s  with w o r k s of o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  

cu l t u r al , and social a g e n c i e s  i.e., the school, c o l l e g 

es, U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  m u s e u m s ,1abour g r o u p s , e t c .  It also

C o - O p e r a t e  the o t her l i b r a r i a n s  for inter library loans 

and a d v a n c e m e n t  of p u b l i c  1 i b r a r i a n s h i p .
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VII. E a s i ly  a c c e s s i b l e  r e s o u r c e s  and s e r v i c e  to be

b r o u g h t  c 1 ose____ to home. The books in the library

s h ou l d  be made a c c e s s i b l e  on open s h e l v e s  and by use of 

e f f i c i e n t  t ec h n i c a l  p r o c e s s  and the l i b r a r y ’s s er v i c e  

s h o u ld  be b o u gh t close to the home b r a n c h e s  and m o b i l e  

Units.

1
VIII. To W o r k  as p e o p l e ’s U n i v e r s i t y .

It s h o ul d o f f e r  liberal e d u c a t i o n  to all c o m er s with a 

w e l l - t r a i n e d ,  r e s o u rc ef u l ,  m a g i n a t i v e  staff, a d e q u a t e  

b udg e t  and p ub l i c  support. At the same time it self- 

e d u c a t i o n  at all time.

M o d e r n  S t a t e m e n t  of P u r p o s e

2
A c c o r d i n g  to A m e r i c a n  L i b ra r y  A s s o c i a t i o n .(A .L .A .)

The s t a t e m e n t  of ALA c o n s i s t e d  of t hr e e  p a rts of w h ich 

the f i r st  was a general d e f i n i t i o n  of o b j e c t i v e s ,v i z : 

Part 1 : D e f i n i t i o n  of o b j e c t i v e s

1. To as s e m b l e ,  P r e s e r v e  and a d m i n i s t e r  books and r e l a 

1. H eintze, Ingeborg, o p . c i t . , p . 1 0 .
2. M u r i s o n , W . J . , o p . c i t. . p .8 8.
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ted e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  in o r g a n i z e d  c o 11e c t i o n s  , in 

o r d e r  to p r omote, t h r o u g h  g u i d a n c e  and s t i m u l a t i o n ,  an 

e n l i g h t e n e d  c i t i z e n s h i p  and e n r i c h e d  p e rsonal lives.

2. To s e rve the c o m m u n i t y  as a general c e nt er  of r e l i a 

ble i n f o r m a t i o n .

3. To p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t y  and e n c o u r a g e m e n t  for 

ch i l d r e n ,  y o ung people, men and w o m e n  to e d u c a t e  

t h e m s e l v e s  c o n t i n u o u s l y .

Part 2: R e s o u r c e s  : Pri m e  of k n o w l e d g e  and i n t e r e s t  to

this the P u bl ic  L i b r a r y  s h o u l d  remove its resour c e s .

1. Public affairs: c i t i z e n s h i p .

2. Vo c a t i o n s .

3. A e s t h i c  a p p r e c i a t i o n .

4. R ec r e a t i o n .

5. I n f o r m a t  ion.

6. R e s earch.

Part 3. Library means for attaining library objectives.

1. Kinds of m a t e r i a l s .

2. A v a i l a b i l i t y  of m at er i a l s .

3. Gui d a n c e .

21
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4. S t i m u l a t i o n  and l e a d e r s h i p  ,and

5. E m p h a s  i s .

M o d e r n  s t a t e m e n t s  of P u r p o s e

A c c o r d  i ng____ to New Zeal and____ L ib ra ry  A s s o c i a t i o n ’s

S t a n d a r d s  R e s e a r c h  c o m m it t e e 1.

1. C o n t r i b u t i o n  of f a m i l y  life as being a U nit of

social l i f e : S er v i c e  t h r o u g h  books on d o m e s t i c  arts,

sewing, c ooking, i nt er io r  d e c o r a t i o n ,  infant

m a n a g e m e n t ,  c h ild p sy c h o l o g y ,  ga r d e n i n g ,  and the home 

w o r k s h o p  s h o u l d  be f r e e l y  a v a i l a b l e  to m a i n t a i n  the 

s t a n d a r d  of home life.

2 . Fruitful use of lei s u r e  time: The p u b l i c  library

s h o u l d  help the c o m m u n i t y  t o w a r d s  fr u i t f u l  use of l e i s 

ure time, for the books are n e c e s s a r y  for p r o f i c i e n c y  

in s p o r ts  and hobbies.

3. V a l u a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t  of d e m o c r a c y  and good c i t i z e n s h -  

i p . It can be the most v a l u a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t s  of d e m o c r a 

1. Muri s o n , W .J . , o p . c i t . , p .88.
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cy and good c i t i z e n s h i p .  A good library s e r v i c e  p r o v i d 

ing mat e r i a l  in open, b a l a n c e d  many sided c o l l e c t i o n s  

on p o l i ti c s ,  mass m o v e m e n t s  ec o n o m i c ,  c i t i z e n s h i p .

4. Base of p u b l i c  s t a n d a r d s  and social c o nduct.

The l ibrary can s u s t a i n  and raise the s t a n d a r d s  of 

p u b l i c  and social conduct, p r o v i d i n g  h e a l t h  e d u c a t io n,  

and a s e r v i c e  s h o u ld  be given w h ich will help the l a y m 

an on m a t t e r s  such as n u tr it io n ,  p r e v e n t i o n  of s ic kn e s -  

s, and mental i n s t a b i l i t y .

5. P owerful i n s t r u m e n t s  for s u s t a i n i n g  the d e s i r e  to 

1 e a r n :

The library is the m ost p owerful i n s t r u m e n t s  for s u s t a 

ining the d e si r e  to learn. The d i s c u r s i v e  r e a d i n g  done 

by the c h i l d r e n  will be m a i n t a i n e d  as they grow into 

a d u l t  if good s u p p l i e r s  of w e l l - c h o s e n  boo k s  are p r o v i 

ded in p l e a s a n t  s u r r u n d i n gs .

6 . G r o u n d  for social peaceful e n v i r o n m e n t s  and

i n s p i r a t i o n : The library sho u l d cr e a t e p e a c e f u 1
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e n v i r o n m e n t ,  p r o v i d i n g  s o c i e t i e s  a c t i v e  in drama, 

music, p a r e n t - t e a c h e r s  work and so on and ins p i t e  the 

p e op l e  of the society,

7. H elp to m a i n t a i n  e c o n o m i c  life in the c om m u n i t y :  

D i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e  of the s o c i e t y  such as farmers, t e a c h 

ers, s tu de n t s ,  b u s i n e s s m e n  and o th e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  men 

shou l d  e x p e c t  the library to make an i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b 

ution to the e c o n o m i c  life of the c o m m u n i ty , by k ee pi n g  

books, p e r i o d i c a l s ,  m a g a z i ne s,  f e a t u r e  films, p a i n t i n g -  

s, u p - t o - d a t e  with the t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v ances.

8. To keep the p e o p l e  in tou c h  w ith the f i n e s t  p r o d u c t -

s : The p r e s e n t a t i o n  of at and i m a g i n a t i v e  l iterature,

the g re a t  w o r k s  of fiction, drama, p oe t r y  and p a i n t i n g  

is an i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n  of the library in k ee p i n g  the 

p e o p le  in tou c h  with the f i n e s t p r o d u c t  of c i v i l i z a t i o n  

of all a g e s .

9. A c o n v e n i e n t  p la c e  to read: The lib r a r y  is the place

for p e o p l e  who w ant a book to read. T h ose who want
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light f i c t i o n  s h o u l d  be able to o b t ai n it from the 

library as c o n v e n i e n t  place.

1 o . P la c e  to d e v e l o p  l e a d e r s h i p  quality.___r e s p o n s i b l e

c i tizen: i n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  and peace: The

p u r p o s e  of p u b l i c  library is to d e v e l o p  l e a d e r s h i p

q u a l i t y  and r e s p o n s i b l e  c i t i z e n s h i p  t h r o u g h  s e r vi c e  to 

the c o m m u n i t y  and to a d v a n c e  the c a use of i n t er na ti o n a l  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and peace and p r o m ot e r e c o g n i t i o n  and

a c c e p t a n c e  of high ethical s t a n d a r d s  as a l e a d e r s hi p

q u a l i t y  and v o c a t io na l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

The m o d e r n  p u b l i c  l ibrary c o l l e c t s  the p r i n te d and

a u d i o - v i s u a l  m a terial n ee d e d  to c o n d u c t  the individual 

and g r oup life of its c o n s t i t u e n c y .  It o r g a n i z e s  and 

m a k e s  a c c e s s i b l e  its r e s o u r c e s  for c o n v e n i e n t  and easy 

use.

Its m a t e r i a l s  are provided:

1. To f a c i l a t e  informal s e l f - e d u c a t i o n  of all p e o p l e  

i n the c o m m u n  i t y .
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2. To e n r i c h  and f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p  the s u b j e c t s  on 

w h i c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  are u n d e r t a k i n g  formal e d u c a t i o n .

3. To m eet the i nf or m a t i o n a l  n e eds of all.

4. To s u p p o r t  the e d u c a t i o n a l ,  c i vic and cultural 

a c t i v i t i e s  of g r o u ps  and o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and

5. To e n c o u r a g e  w h o l e s o m e  r e c r e a t i o n  and c o n s t r u c t i v e

1
use of lei s u r e  time.

1 . Mu r i s o n ,  W.J., o p . c i t . , p .90.
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C H A P T E R  — X  V

H I S T O R I C A L  G R O W T H  A N D  
D E V E L O P M E N T  O R  P U B L I C  
L I B R A R I E S  I N  S W E D E N
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H i s t o ri ca l  G r o w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of P ub l i c  l ib ra r i e s  

in S we d e n

S w e d e n  is the b i g g e s t  of the S c a n d i n a v i a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  

w ith the l a r g e s t  p o p u l at io n .  It has a p o p u l a t i o n  of 

8 , 3 3 5 , 0 0 0  in an area of 4 4 9 , 7 9 3  s q u ar e k i l o m et e r s .  It 

has the h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d  of living in Euro p e  and 80& of 

the p o p u l a t i o n  live in urban areas. The o f ficial

l a ng u a g e  is Swedish. The l i t er a c y  of the c o u n t r y  is 99 

percent. S w e d e n  is a d em o c r a t i c ,  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m o n a r c 

hy, and the p a r l i a m e n t  ( R i ksdag) has an u p per and a 

lower house. E d u c a t i o n  is free up to D o ctoral level 

and c o m p u l s o r y  up to s e c o n d a r y  level.

Ma.ior h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s

The e a r l i e r  e x a m p l e s  of p ub l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in S we d e n  date

back to a bo u t  1800s but t h ese w ere j ust t e n t a t i v e

b e g i n n i n g s  and it was not until the 1830s that the

m o v e m e n t  really began to develop. In 1842 a f u rt h e r

1.H a r r i s o n ,K .C .L i b r a r i e s  in S c a n d i n a v i a .  London: Andre
D e u t c h ,1969, p .8 7 .
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f i l l i p  was g i ven to the p u b l i c  library idea with the

p a s s i n g  of an Act for c o m p u l s o r y  e l e m e n t a r y  e d u c a t i o n  ,

b e c a u s e  a s e c t i o n  of this law gave the c l e r g y  the duty

1
of s e t t i n g  up p ar i s h  libraries. In the f o l l o w i n g  45 

y ears P a r i s h  l i b r a r i e s  did in fact s p r i ng  up in over 

1,400 v i l l a g e s  and some of t h ese f o r m ed  the bases of 

the much more h i g h l y - d e v e l o p e d  c o m m u n i t y  l i br ar i e s  of 

the p r e s e n t  day. As in A merica, B r i t a i n  and the o t h e r  

S c a n d i n a v i a n  c ou nt r i e s ,  it was not until later in the 

19th c e n t u r y  that the p ub l i c  library as we know it to 

day began to d e v e l o p  in Sweden. In the towns, O s t e r s u n d  

had an library as long ago as 1833, w h i le  in G o t h e n b u r g  

is an imp e t u s  was given to the library m o v e m e n t  by the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  t h ere in 1861 of the D i c k s o n  P u b l i c  L i b r 

ary ( D i c k s o n s k a  folk b i b l i o t e k e t  ). So l i b r a r i e s  s p r e 

ad, first in the Pa r i s h e s ,  then in the c i t i e s  and town- 

s, and f i n a l l y  at the turn of the c e n t u r y  came the 

1. H a r r i s o n  K.C. o p . c i t . p . 106.
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w o r k i n g  m e n ’s and t e m p e r a n c e  s o c i e t y  l ib ra ri e s  w h ic h

b e c a m e  known as study c i r c l e  libraries. One p r o b l e m

w h i c h for long held up p r o p e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  of Publ i c

l i b r a r i e s  in Swe d e n  was that t h ere w ere so many local

c o m munes, a bo u t  2,500 in fact , the m a j o r i t y  of them

b e g gi ng  too small to be really e f f e c ti ve , both for

l ibrary and for general local a u t h o r i t y  purposes.

The f ir s t  l ibrary in S w e d en  was f o u n d e d  in a b out 1800

but little d e v e l o p m e n t  took p l ace until the E l e m e n t a r y

school Act was p as s e d  in 1842. A f ter this Act, may many

l i b r a r i e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  in rural and u r ban areas.

In Sweden, the state r e c o g n i s e d  the need to a s s i s t

P ub l i c  l i b r a r i e s  f i n a n c i a l l y  in 1905. In 1912, the

stu d y  c i r c l e  l ib r a r i e s were g r a n t ed  a s s i s t a n c e  after

1
they had been run n i n g  for 10 years. The 1912 Act 

r e i n f o r c e d  the s t a t e s i nt er es t  in P u b li c l i b r a r i e s by 

a p p o i n t i n g  library A d v i s e r s  in the M i n i s t r y  of

1. H a r r i s o n  K.C. o p . c i t . p . 10 7 .
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E d u c a t i o n  . The f i n es t p r o b l e m  they t a c k l e d  was that 

of s e r v i c e  s t a n da r d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in c a t a l o g u i n g ,  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and book s el e c t i o n .  The next s u b j e c t  to 

o c c up y the m i nd s of the a d v i s e r s  was e d u c a t i o n  for 

1 i b r a r i a n s h i p  and after h a v in g  o r g a n i z e d  a s e r i es  of 

s h o r t  c o u r s e s  they w ere able to s t art the S w e de sh  

l ibrary school in 1926, W ith the d e v e l o p m e n t s  w h i c h  had 

f o l l o w e d  the a p p o i n t e d  of the L i b r a r y  A d v i s e r  in 1912 

the time had o b v i o u s l y  came for a new law. A royal 

c o m m i s s i o n  s t u d i e d  the s u b j e c t  and its rep o r t  of 1924 

led to the Act w h ic h  was p as s e d  by the R i k s d a g  in 1929, 

b e c o m i n g  o p e r a t i v e  in the f o l l o w i n g  year.

T his had three main e f fects. First i n c r e a s e d  the m a x i m 

um s t a t e  aid to pub l i c  libraries, S e c on d l y ,  it p l a nn ed  

the c e n t r a l b i b l i o t e k  or c o u n t r y  lib r a r y  s y s t e m  in order 

to e x t e n d  the b e n e f i t s  of the city l i b r a r i e s  to the 

rural c o m m u n i t i e s  ; and t h i rt y  it d e c r e a s e  that the 

p ub l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and the s t udy c i r cl e l i b r a r i e s  must
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c o - o p e r a t e  in book s e l e c t i o n  and purchase.

In 1930, f i r s t  c o u n ty  l ibrary was e s t a b l i s h e d .  An

a m e n d m e n t  was pas s e d  in 1947 and this a g ain i n c re as ed

the s t a te  g r a n ts  to the c o u n t r y  libraries. Then in

1952, an act was pas s e d  to r ef o r m  to local G o v e r n m e n t

in S w e de n by r e d u c i n g  the num b e r  of c o m m u n e s  from 

1
2,500 to 1937.

In 1955, t h ere was a new act w h ic h i n c l u d ed  more of the

ideas e n v i s a g e d  in the m a s t e r  plan. This 1955 law was

o p e r a t i v e  for e le v e n  a c t i v e  years. Until it was

2
r e p e a l e d by a s t a t u t e  of 1966.

The 1955 Act r e la t e d  to both p ub l i c  and school l i b r a r i 

es but it laid down that only one s y s t e m  of pub l i c  

l i b r a r i e s  reach c o m m u n e s  c o u l d  r e c e i v e  s ta t e  aid. C e r t 

ain c o n d i t i o n s  was w ere imposed, chief a mo n g  w hi c h  was 

that each library had to be g o v e r n e d  by a c o m m i t t e e

r e s p o n si bl e,  a m ong o t her things, for a p p o i n t i n g  a chief

1. H a r r i s o n , K . C . ,  o p . c i t . , p . 10 8.
2. I bid
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librarian. A c c o m m o d a t i o n  had to be a p p r o v e d  by the 

L i b ra r y  A d v i s er s,  the l ibrary had to be open to the 

public, it had to lend books free of charge.

A new Act was in p r e p a r a t i o n  in 1965 but was never 

s u b m i t t e d  b e c a u s e  a radical c h a n ge  in local G o v e r n m e n t  

finance, t o g e t h e r  with a f u r t h e r  p r o p o s e d  r e d u c t i o n  in 

the n u m b e r of local a ut ho r i t i e s .

An act of 1966 c l a r i f i e d  the p o s i t i o n  with regard to 

c o u n t y  libraries.

D e v e l o p m e n t  G r a n t s  

On the local level, the p a t t e r n  of library d e v e l o p m e n t  

in the 50s and 60s has been c o n t i n u e d  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of 

l ib r a r y  a c t i v i t i e s , .  The local G o v e r n m e n t  ref o r m s  

p r o d u c e d  the e c o n o m i c  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  for bet t e r  

libraries. It was d e c i d e d  in 1965 that m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  

w i l l i n g  to imp r o v e  their l i b r a r i e s  a c c o r d i n g  to a long 

range plan c ou l d  r ec ei v e  the special grants, in t e n d e d  

to cover half the cost of the i m p ro ve me n t .  The

33
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d e v e l o p m e n t  plan must be a p p r o v e d  by the N ational Board 

of E d u ca t i o n .  Ele v e n  l i b r a r i es  r e ce iv ed  g r a n t s of this 

type.

1
A s s o c  i at i ons

Two o t her n a t i o n w i d e  i n s ti tu t i o n ,  a s s i s t i n g  in library 

m a t t e r s  g e n e r a l l y  m ust also be m a i n t a i n e d ,  one is old: 

the L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  It was f o u n d e d  in 1915, but 

lived for a long time in the s h ad o w  of the National 

Board of E d u c a t i o n  and its l ibrary ad v i s e r s ,  who e d i te d  

B i b 1 i o t e k s b 1a d e t , the journal of the A s s o c i a t i o n .  At 

the end of f o r t i e s  the A s s o c i a t i o n  grew s tr o n g e r ,  and 

in 1966 a s e c r e t a r i a t  with a f u l l - t i m e  s e c r e t a r y  was 

set up. At the same time B i b 1 i o t e k s b 1a det e n g a g e d  a 

f u l l - t i m e  editor. The s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of the A s s o c i a t i o n  

will give it r e s o u r c e s  to fill an i m p o r t a n t  place in 

the library p o l i t i c s  of tomorrow.

The o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n  is at a p l a n n i n g  stage.

1. Vollans, R.F., ed. L i b r a r i e s  for the p e o p l e : i n t e 
rnational s t u d i e s  in 1 i b r a r i a n s h i p  in honor of Lionel 
R . Mc Co l v i n .  London: L ib ra r y  A s s o c i a t i o n . ,
1 9 6 8 . p . 187.
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The S w e d en  F e d e r a t i o n  of local A u t h o r i t i e s .  S v e n s k a

K o m m u n f o r b u n d e t , whi c h  is an a m a l g a m a t i o n  of the S we d i s h

Rural D i s t r i c t s,  i ntends to e s t a b l i s h  a d e l e g a t i o n  for

lib r a r y  mat t e r s .  It may be i n t e r p r e t e d  as one of many

signs of ris i n g  m u ni ci pa l  i nt e r e s t in libraries.

1
C o u n t r  i es

The Nat i o n a l  B o ard of E d u c a t i o n  is the s u p e r v i s o r y  

a u t h o r i t y  for the c ou n t y  libraries. The c o u n t y  library 

s y s t e m  is e x t e r n a l l y  u n al t e r e d . As in the o t he r S c a n d 

inavian c o u n t r i e s ,  big city l i b r a r i es  have u n d e r t a k e n  

the task of c o u nt y libraries. C o u n ty  l i b r a r i e s  still 

use b o o k m o b i l e s  and book boats for d i s t r i b u t i n g  books 

to local libraries. A new task for the c o un ty  l ib ra r i e s  

is the d i s t r i b u t i n g  of e d u c a t i o n a l  f il m s  to b o r r o w e r s  

the county. A n o t h e r  task, for w h ich m ost c o u n ty  l i b r a r 

ies have a s s u m e d  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  c o n s i s t s  of 

p r o d u c i n g  on tape local p a p e r s  for the blind.

1. V a llans, R.F., oj> . c i r . , p . 1 87
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Inter L i b r a r y L o a n - C e n t e r s

In 1962 a n o t h e r  level was added to the i n t e r - 1 ibrary 

loan s e r v i c e  and this was the f i rst regional inter- 

library loan c e n t e r s  at M a l m o . B y  1968 t hr e e  regional 

i n t e r - 1 ibrary loan c en t e r s  e x isted, in S t o c k h ol m ,  Umea 

and Malmo. T h e s e  i n t e r - 1 ibrary loan c e n t e r s  w ere i n t r o 

d uced into the P u bl i c  library inter loan n e t wo r k  to 

reli v e  the U n i v e r s i t y  and r es ea r c h  l i b r a r i e s  of the

heavy b u r d e n  of p r o v i d i n g  s p e c i a l i z e d  m a t e r i a l s  for the 

P u bl i c  l i b r a r i e s  of Sweden.

Local G o v e r n m e n t

S w e d e n  has t w o - t i e r  local g o v er n m e n t , e x c e p t  in the

t h r e e  lar g e s t  cities. T he r e  are 25 c o u n t i e s  on the 

higher, and 1006 l o w e r - t i e r  U r ban and rural a u t h o r i t i e -  

s. The c o u n t r i e s ,  however, are t er m e d  s e c o n d a r y  a u t h o 

rities with limited duties, and the c o m m u n e s  are the

p r i ma r y  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  with m ost of the d ut i e s  local 

g o v e r n m e n t,  c o u n t i e s  do not s u p p e r v i s e  the s ma ll e r
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a u t h o r i t i e s ,but c o - o p e r a t e  with then and have c e r t a in  

special duties, such as h ea l t h  s e r v i c e s  and some e d u c a 

tional duties. T he r e  are at p re s e n t  229 U rb a n  and 777

rural a u t h o r i t i e s ,  they are all communal and o p e r a t e

1
u nder the same basic law. Local a u t h o r i t y  have o b l i g a t 

ory duties, w h i ch  are p l a c e d  upon t h e m  by central g o v e 

rnment, and opt i o n a l  duties. T h ere is no p r i n c i p l e  of 

u l t r a v i r e s  in S w e d e n  local g o v e r n m en t,  and the most 

i m p o r t a n t  s e n t e n c e  in S w e d i s h  1 oca 1 - g o v e r n m e n t  law is: 

'The c o m m u n e  shall a d m i n i s t e r  its own a f f a i r s . ’ The 

a u t h o r i t y  is. t h er ef o r e ,  free to p r o v i d e  that it place- 

s, and even with o b l i g a t o r y  d u t i es  t h er e  is a firm 

b e l ie f that local w h a t e v e r  d u t i e s  are a s s i g n e d  to them 

with the m i n i m u m  of i n t e r fe re nc e .  It is w o r k i n g  of note 

the local a u t h o r i t i e s  in S w e d e n  spend n e a rl y 20 p e r c e n t  

of the n ational tax income w h ereas, for ex a m p l e ,  in the

U n i t e d  Kingdom, the f i g u re  is less 19 percent. M o r e o v e r

1. G a rdner, Frank.M. P ub l i c  library l e g i s l a t i o n ;  a 
c o m p a r a t i v e  study, paris: Unesco, 1 9 7 1 . p . 106.
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there is no f i n a nc i a l  control from the certre, e x c e p t  

in r e s t r i c t i o n s  on rai s i n g  m o n ey  by loan. Even here, 

local a u t h o r i t i e s  in S w e de n are, by use of local income 

tax, much m ore free to m eet capital e x p e n d i t u r e  f rom 

rev e n u e  than are local a u t h o r i t i e s  in m o s t  co u n t r i e s .  

Local g o v e r n m e n t  in S w e de n has t h e r e f o r e  a l m o s t  u n i q u e  

a u t o n o m y  and local a u t h o r i t i e s  can car r y  on any pub l i c  

service, w h i c h  is local in c h a r a c t e r  and w h ich falls 

out side the scope of o t h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Local a u t h o r i 

ties m eet a b ou t  78 p e r c e n t  of t h eir total e x p e n d i t u r e  

from local income, a high portion. The r e m a i n d e r  is met 

by the sta t e  and used m a i nl y for e d u c a t i o n .  In the 

past, this was p a r t ly  by s p e c i f i c  g r ant for named s e r v 

ices, but the recent local g o v e r n m e n t  r e f o rm  has also 

i n t r o d u c e d  a new s y s t e m  of general grant, as in E n g l a 

nd, w e i g h t e d  in f a vo u r  of the less p r o s p e r o u s  a u t h o r i t 

ies. This has, of course, a p p l i e d  to gran t s  for p u b l i c  

library p u r poses.
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Local G o v e r n m e n t  R e f o r m

From the b e g i n n i n g  most P u bl ic  l i b r a r i es  w ere a sort of 

p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  f r o m  1905 they c o uld be s u p p o r t e d  

by G o v e r n m e n t  and many of them had p a r i s h e s  or m u n i c i p 

a l i t i e s  as a basis of a u th or i t y .  Duri n g  the f o r t i e s 

this b e c a m e  a rule, w ere to small to c a rry the burden 

of a lib r a r y  even with aid.

S w e d e n  has in recent years had two local g o v e r n m e n t  

reform. The f i r s t  one, f rom 1952, was c o m p u ls or y,  b e f o 

re the r e f or m  the c o u n t r y  had abo u t  2,500 m u n i c i p a l l y ;  

a f ter the r ef o r m  the n u m b er  was but down to about 

1,000. The s e c o nd  reform, of 1962, has gone a step 

f urther. The i n te n t i o n  is that the n u m be r of m u n i c i p a l 

ities shall be red u c e d  to a b o u t  280, each c o n s i s t i n g  of 

a town and its e c o n o m i c  c o u n t r y s i d e .  T h e r e  is no n e c e s 

sity for the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  to a m a l g a m a t e  a c c o r d i n g  to 

the 1962 plan, but the a d v a n t a g e s  are so g r e a t  that it 

is e x p e c t e d  that the r e f o r m  will be e n t i r e l y  t h r o u g h
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1
d u r in g the s e v e n t i e s .

T r a i n i n g  of L i b r a r i a n s

In Sweden, e d u c a t i o n  for P u b l ic  1 i b r a r i a n s h i p  is

c e n t e r e d  on the Sta t e  L i b r a r y  School w hi c h  has been

m a i n t a i n e d  by the L i b r ar y A d v i s e r s  to the National

B oard of E d u c a t i o n  in 1926. The p r e - e n t r y  e d u c a t i o n a l

s t a n d a r d  is h i g he r that in the U n i te d Kingdom, N o r w ay

or Denmark, for all a s p i r a n t s  to the p r o f e s s i o n  must

2
have a U n i v e r s i t y  degree. S i nce 1948 sta t e  L i b r a r y  

School has not been the only a g e n c y c o n c e r n e d  in e d u c a 

ting P u b l ic  L i b ra ri an s ,  for in that year the s t o c k h o m  

city library i n a u g u r a t e d  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o u r s e s  of t r a i n i 

ng for its own large staff. T he r e  c o u r s e s  are n a t u r a l l y  

g ea r e d  to the l i b r a r i e s  own needs, and they d i f f e r  in 

some r e s p e c t s  f rom the c u r r i c u l u m  of the s t a t e  L i br a r y  

School .

1. Vollans, R.F., o p . c i t . . p .187 .
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Library d e v e l o p m e n t  and ob.iectives

L i b r a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  is not only the result of local 

g o v e r n m e n t  r ef o r m s  and i n c r e a s e d  f in an c i a l  resources, 

L i b r a r i e s  are g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g  a p r o d u c t  of a b i l i t y  

to read, need to read, and time to read. T h e s e  f u n d a m 

ental e l e m e n t s  have in S w e d e n  as in m ost o t h e r  c o u n t r 

ies c h a n g e d  radica l l y .  The school s y s t e m  has improved. 

The n i n e - y e a r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  school has been realised, 

the s e c o n d a r y  school have ex p a n d e d ,  the n u m b e r s  of 

s t u d e n t s  has in a s h ort time been m u l t i p l i e d .  It is 

natural that this had i n c r e a se d the d em a n d  for library

service. Thee is also o t her rea s o n s  for P u b l i c  library

d e v e l o p m e n t .  It is easy to o b s e r v e  some c h a n g e s  in 

o b j e c t i v e s .  The d e m a n d  for a d ult e d u c a t i o n  and the 

i n c r e a s i n g  n um b e r  of U n i v e r s i t y  st u d e n t s .  Pub l i c

l i b r a r i e s  b o u g h t  p op u l a r  books, m o s t l y  p o p u l a r  books in

the S w e d i s h  language. Tod a y  the s i t u a t i o n  is quite 

d i f f e r e n t . U n i v e r s i t y  text books are t od a y  to be found

1*1
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in most P u b li c l i b r a r i e s  and t h r ou gh  the i n t e r - l i b r a r y  

lending s y s t e m  also the very small library is able to 

p r o v i d e  p r a c t i c a l l y  all books w h ich are a v a i l a b l e  in 

the c ountry. A n o t h e r  c h a ng e  of o b j e c t i v e s  d e r i v e s  from 

the r e c e p t i o n s  of a u d i o - v i s u a l  ma t e r i a l  in library. 

A f t e r  library s y s t e m  have f it t e d  in the record have 

been f o l l o w e d  by films, f i lms by pi c t u r e s .  b e g i n n i n g  

with c h r o m o 1 i t h o g r a p h s  and later on also e a sed art. 

From the a c c e p t a n c e  of a u d i o - v i s u a l  mat e r i a l  the step 

was sho r t  to the next c h a ng e in p u b li c  library 

o b j e c ti ve s .  It s t a r t e d  m o d e s t l y  with c o n c e r t s  on a very 

small scale. Even the Royal library, the national 

lib r a r y  of Sweden, has a r r a n g e d  g r a m o p h o n e  c o n c e r t s  

in the park behind the library b u i lding. O t h e r  

a c t i v i t i e s  f o l l o w e d  co n c e p t s .  At the end of this 

d e v e l o p m e n t  one o b s e r v e s  the c u ltural centre, whe r e  the 

library has a c o - o r d i n a t i n g  and m u s t e r i n g  role.
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Cha i n  of L i br ar y c o - o p e r a t i o n  in Sweden

U3

C ou n t y  L i brary

Royal Li brary

U n i v e r s i t y Li brary

Royal S ci e n c e  A c a d e m y  Library

T ec h n i c a l  High School Lib r a r y

Special Lib r a r y

The P u b l i c  l i b r ar ie s are able to draw upon the w id e r  

r e s o u r c e s  of the country, s in c e  any r e q u e s t s  whi c h  can 

not be met from c o u n t r y  r e s o u r c e s  are p a s s ed  on to and 

u su a l l y  s a t i s f i e d  by the Royal library, the U n i v e r s i t y  

libraries, the Royal S c i e n c e  A c a d e m y  library, the 

Te c h n i c a l  H igh School at S t o c k h o l m ,  and other 

s p e c i a l i z e d  i n s t i t u ti on s.  This i n t e r - 1 e n d i n g  is helped
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c o n s i d e r a b l e  by e x c e l l e n t  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  tools, 

n o t ab ly  c u r r e n t  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  of S w e d i s h  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  

a list of all f o r e i gn  books add to U n i v e r s i t y  and 

r e s ea rc h  l i b r a r i e s  ( P u b l i s h e d  by the Royal library) and 

a c a t a l o g u e  of f o r e i g n  a c c e s s i o n s  of P u bl ic  l i br a r i e s  

( P u b l i s h e d  by the S w e d i s h  L ib ra r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ) .

bb
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H i s t o r i c a l  G r o w t h  And D e v e l o p m e n t  Of P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  

In Bang 1adesh

The P u b l i c  L ib ra r y  in B a n g l a d e s h  dates back to m i d 

n i n e t e e n t h  century. The idea of e s t a b l i s h i n g  Publ i c  

L i b r a r i e s  is e s s e n t i a l l y  w e stern, and the s p r e a d  of 

p u b l i c  lib r a r y  m o v e m e n t  in this part of the w or l d  is 

the res u l t  of the impact of the w e s t e r n  c u l t u r e  on our 

i n t e l 1 igentia. In the year 18 5 4 , four p u b l i c  l i b r a r ie s 

were e s t a b l i s h e d  in four d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  T h ese 

four l i b r a r i e s  were:

1. W o o d b u r n  P u b l i c  Library

V-
2. J e s s o r e  P u b l ic  Lib r a r y

3. Bari sal P u b l i c  Lib r a r y

4. R a n g p u r  P u bl i c  Lib r a r y

/
The s p r e a d  of the P ub l i c  L ib r a r y  idea is due to effort, 

i n t er e s t  and s u p p o r t  of a handful of P u b l i c s p i ri te d

persons, g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i al s,  z e m i n d a r s  and social

1. A bu - S a i d ,  M u h a mm a d .  P ub l i c  L i b r a r i e s  in East 
P a k i s t a n ;  y e s t e r d a y  and to-day. Dhaka: Green Book
H o u s e  , 1 968 . p . 1 .
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workers, who w ere quick to r e a li z e  the i m p o r t a n c e  of

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  as i n a t r u m e n t  of e d uc a t i o n,  and it is

they who p i o n e e r e d  the m o v ement.

1. W o o d b u r n  P u b l ic  Lib r a r y

By the name of Mr. W oo d b u r n ,  the L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  of 

Bengal ( 1 8 9 8 - 1 90 2) , W o o d b u r n  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  and f o u n d e d  by one Mr. Royal on the bank of 

river Karotoa. M o n e y  was raised f rom the m e m b e r s h i p  

s u b s c r i p t i o n  f rom three c a t e g o r i e s  of m e m b e r s  with 

m o n t h l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  rates of 1 R s . 1. 50  p a i s a  and 25

p a is a  per c a t egory. M o n t h l y  income from m e m b e r s h i p  

s u b s c r i p t i o n  was Rs.25 to 30. A l i b r ar ia n was e n g a g e d  

on a s a l a r y  of Rs. 10 only. In 1860s Mr. T.P. Larkin, 

ICS came and he was a co l l e c t o r .  He w o r k e d  for the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of this library and d ou b l e  the s u b s c r i p t i o n  

in 1897. The b u i l d i n g  was d e s t r o y e d  by e a r t h  q u ake in

1897 and later N aw a b  A bd u s  Sob h a n  C h o w d h u r y  p r o v i d e d  a

b u i ld i n g  for the library .
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In 1908, J.N. Gupta, ICS and D i s t r i c t  M a g i s t r a t e ,  the 

library was m ov e d  into the Edw a r d  Park w h e r e  a b u i l d i n g  

was c o n s t r u c t e d  at a cost of R s . 5 0 0 0 / -  and this money 

was c o n t r i b u t e d  by N a w a b  Zada A l taf Ali and the

M a h a r a j a  of Kakina.

In 1912, its m e m b e r s h i p  rose to 100 and the stock of 

book was a bo u t  1,400. Family library of M o h a m m a d  Ali

of B o gra was d o n a t e d  to this and c o l l e c t i o n  was

15,000. The m e m b e r s h i p  was 700.

2 . J e s s o r e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  ___

The J e s so re  Pub l i c  L ib ra r y  was f o u n d e d  in 1854 by
*

C o l l e c t o r  Mr.R.C. Recks. For many years, this public 

lib r a r y  was hou s e d  in J e s so re  Town Hall. In 1928, the 

lib r a r y  was a m a l g a m a t e d  to J e s so re  I n s t i t u t e .  In 1964,

the lib r a r y  was given a new anj i m p r e s s i v e  t w o - s t o r i e d  

b u i l d i n g  w h i ch  was i n a u g u r a t e d  by D r.Quazi M o t a h a r

Hossain. It c o sts Rs . 6 1 , 0 0 0 .

A new five s t o r i e d  b u i l d i n g  was e s t a b l i s h e d  in 17th
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April, 1 97 7. The c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a r t e d  in Oct., 1 97 7 with 

a grant of 13lakh taka and at p r e s e n t  it has a 

c o l l e c t i o n  of 25, 0 0 0  volumes.

3. Barisal P u b l ic  Lib r a r y

k9

The Barisal P u b l ic  L ib ra r y  was 'ounded by Mr. Kemp and 

he was ICS and D i s t r i c t  Judge, The c o n d i t i o n  of the 

library was not s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I i 1 959, the old b ui l d i n g  

was r e n o v a t e d  and several thou sand books w ere a c q u i r e d  

from the p r i v a t e  l i b r ar ie s of i m m i g r a n t  H i ndu

f a m ilies. D e v e l o p m e n t  of the li irary took place by Mr.

S. M . U s m a n ,  DM and Se c r e t a r y .

4. R a n g p u r  P u b l i c  Library

The R a n g p u r  Pub l i c  Lib r a r y  and R ea d i n g  room located in 

the right wing of the Edward M( mori al Hall and whi c h  

was c o n s t r u c t e d  1914 out of pub ic s u b s c r i p t i o n .  A gift 

of Rs. 500 f rom Rai Mrityunjo) Rai C h o w d h u r y  was of 

great a s s i s t a n c e  to the library and h a n d s o m e  gra n t s  

were also t w ice r ec ei v e d  in 1 9 1 C and again in 1915 from
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the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

In 1968, s u b s c r i p t i o n  raised to 479 and c o l l e c t i o n

rose to 9,000 volumes. The m aj c r  part of the Hall was

a c q u i r e d  by U.S.I. and the sp< ce was also shortage.

M u s e u m  was also a t t a c h e d  to the library.

O t her P u b l ic  L i b r a r i e s

50

N o r t h b r o o k  Hall L i b r a r i e s 1

It is r e ga r d e d  as the o l d e s t  p blic library of Dhaka. 

It is s i t u a t e d  on the bank of iver B u r i g a n g a , . It is 

named after Lord N o r t h br oo k ,  Go e r n o r - G e n e r a l  of India 

(1872-76) who v i s i t e d  D h aka in 1874. The library was 

m a i n t e d  by D h a k a  M u n i c i p a l i t y .

Ra.ishahi Publ i c  Library

It was f ou n d e d  in 1884 by th i Z e m i n d e r  of Natore,

K a s h i m p u r  and Di ghapatia. I: has a t w o - s t o r i e d

building, the f i rst floor being c o m p l e t e d  in recent

years. For lack of space the book stock (over 13,000

1. A bu -S a i d ,  Mu h a m m a d ,  o p . c i t . , p . 3.
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volumes) was lying in a w r e t c h e d  c on di t i o n .  It has 

bar e l y  100 members.

C o m i l l a  P u b l i c Lib r a r y

The C o m i l l a  P u b l i c  L i b ra r y  and Town Hall was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1885 and r e c o n s t r u c t e d  in 1935. The 

f o u n d a t i o n  of the Town Hall and P ub l i c  L i b r a r y  was laid 

by B i r c h a n d r a  M a n i k a  B ah ad ur  M a h a r a j a  of Tripura, with 

the s y m p a t h e t i c  e ff o r t s  of F.H.B. Skrine, B.C.S., 

D i s t r i c t  M a g i s t r a t e  and c o l l e c t o r  of Tripura, on 

S e p t e m b e r  1,1885. Dur i n g  the sec o n d  W o r l d  War, the 

library was s h i f t e d  to B r a h m a n b a r i a . The l i b r a r y ’s 

c o l l e c t i o n  is over 10,000. T h ere are a b out 200 

s u b s c r i b i n g  members.

P u bn a  P u b l i c  Lib r a r y

The p u bl ic  library at P u b n a  was c o n s t r u c t e d  in 1890 by 

A n n a d a  G o b i n d a  C h o w d hu ry . The library was named after 

him, and was s u b s e q u e n t l y  e n l a r g e d  by his son G a n ad a 

G o b i n d a  and others.
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T a g o r e ’s L i br a r y

The library is s i t u a t e d  at S h a h z a d p u r  in the d i s t r i c t  

of Pubna. Poet R a b i n d r a n a t h  T a g o r e  was a s s o c i a t e d  the 

f o r m a t i o n  of the library d u r i n g the last d e c ad e  of the 

n i n e t e e n t h  century. It was now a c o l l e c t i o n  of only

2,000 v o l u m e s  and the m e m b e r s h i p  is bare l y  100.

Noa k h a l i  P u b l i c  Library

The N oakhali Town Hall and P ub l i c  library d a tes back 

from 1 9 8 7 . It is f u n c t i o n i n g  as a c 1u b - c u m - 1 i b r a r y . The 

library has a c o l l e c t i o n  of n ea r l y  3,000 v o l u m e s  most 

of which old and o u t d a t e d  p u b l i c a t i o n s .

C h i t t a g o n g  M un ic ip a l  L i b r a r y  C h i t t a g o n g  M u n i c i p a l i t y  

s t a r t e d  its p u b l ic  library in 1 9 0 4 . The old name of the 

library was B u c la nd  P u b l i c  L ib ra r y  w h ich had i n i t i a l l y  

h a r d ly  300 books.

A l i m d a d  P u b l i c  Lib r a r y

S it u a t e d at K i s h o r e g a n j ,  M ym e n s i n g h ,  it was s t a rt ed  in 

the first d e c a d e  of this century. It was named after
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D i wan A l i m d a d  Khan, the well known Zemindar.

Dina.jpur P u b l i c  L i b r a r y

K h a w a z a  N a z i m  Uddin M u s l i m  Hall and library at D i n a j p u r  

was f o u n d e d  in 1931 in a hired small t i n s h e d  under the 

M u s l i m  Mangal Pathagar.

S y l he t P u b li c  L i b r a r y

The lib r a r y  of the S r i h a t t a  Sahi P a r i s h a d  ( S y l h e t  

l ibrary s oc ie t y )  f o u n d e d  in 1935 by a group of 

1 i t erarymi nded p e r s o n s  of the d i s t r i c t  has a stock of

7,000 books. The library also c o n t a i n s  a c o l l e c t i o n  of 

old m a n u s c r i p t s  and some h is to r i c a l  relics like stone 

images, cannons, etc. d i s c o v e r e d  in J a i n t a i a p u r  a place 

of h i s to ri ca l  i m p o r t a n c e  in Sylhet.

D e v e l o p m e n t  Since 1954

The f o u n d a t i o n  of p r e s e n t  day i n v o l v e m e n t  in p u bl li c 

library d e v e l o p m e n t  by the Central G o v e r n m e n t  may be 

said to have been laid one h u n d r e d  years later with the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the Central P u b l i c  L ib ra r y  in Dhaka in
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1954. The f u n c t i o n  of the library were d e f i n e d  in a

g o v e r m e n t  of M a y , 1955 and inc l u d e d  the p r o v i s i o n  of

r e f e r e n c e  s e r vices, the r ec ei p t  of c o p y r i g h t

m a t e r i a l , t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  of J u v e n i l e  l i t e r a tu re

1
and c ultural a c t i v i t i e s .

F i rst Five Year Plan (1 9 5 5 - 1 9 6 0 )

In 1956, d u r in g  the peri o d  of P a k i s t a n ’s First Five 

Year Plan, L.C. Key, an A u s t r a l i a n  C o n s u l t a n t  s u b m i t t e d  

a report to the G o v e r n m e n t  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of

P ub l i c  L i b r a r y  S y s t e m  w h ich included:

(1) E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of National L ib ra r y  for Pakistan.

(2) P ro vi n c i a l  central l i b r a r i e s  for East and West 

Pa k istan.

(3) E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of three d i vi s i o n a l publ i c

l i b r a r i e s  at C h i t t a g o n g ,  K h u l n a  and Ra j s h a h i .  In

1957, g o v e r n m e n t  p r o v i d e d  in the b u d g e t  a sum of

T k . 2 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  for g ra n t s  of f i f t e e n  l i b r a r i e s  in d i s t r i c t

1. P a r k e r ,J .S t e p h e n . B a n g l a d e s h  Publ i c  L ib r a r y  Survey; 
final r e p o r t .L o n d o n : L i b ra ry  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o n s u l t a n t,
v . 1 , p . 4 7 .
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h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  s u b d i v i s i o n a l  towns and T h a n a

h e a d q u a r t e r s .R s .61,000 as are c ur r e n t  grant were g r a nt e d  

for d i s t r i c t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  l i b r a r i e s and 60 “ m o b i l e

l ibrary c e n t e r s ” .

In 1958, B a n g l a d e s h  Central p u b l ic  library was o p e n e d  

to the p u b l i c  with a stock of 20, 0 0 0  volumes.

In 1961, The L i b r a r i a n  of CPL was t r a n s f e r r e d  to the 

E d u c a t i o n  D i r e t o r a t e  in o r der to give u n d i v i d e d  

a t t e n t i o n  to p u b l i c  library d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  the 

then p rov i n e e .

In 1962, The Central p ub l i c  library b u i l d i n g  was taken 

o ver by D ha k a  U n i v e r s i t y  for use as a part of the 

U n i v e r s i t y  library. Dur i n g  this per i o d  until 1971 late 

M r . M . S . K h a n ,  L i b r a r i a n  of D h aka U n i v e r s i t y  acted as 

L i b r a r i a n - i n - c h a r g e  of the Central P ub l i c  Library.

S e c o n d  Five Y ear Plan (1960-65)

Under S ec o n d  Five Year Plan, some p r o g r e s s  was made to 

p r o vi de  g o v e r n m e n t  s u p p o r t  for the p u b l ic  library
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s e r v i c e s  o u t s i d e  the capital.

1 965:

1. The K h u l n a  Pub l i c  L i b r a r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  in a new 

b u i l d i n g  w h ic h  o p e n e d  its doors to readers.

2. The C h i t t a g o n g  P u b l ic  Lib r a r y  was

also o p e n e d  a wing of a M u s l i m  Instit u t e ,  taken over 

by the g o v e r n m e n t  in 1959.

3. R s . 3 5 0 , 0 0 0  w ere a l l o c a t e d  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of

15 d i s t r i c t  libraries.

4. A d d i t i o n a l  a m o u n t  of R s . 3 2 0 , 0 00  were a l l o c a t e d  for 

the d e v e l o p m e n t  of m o b il e library centers.

5. A plan was p r e p a r e d  by the G o v e r n m e n t  to e s t a b l i s h  

a Central L ib ra r y  of P a k i s t a n  in D h a k a  as a c o u n t e r  

part to the p r o p o s e d  National Lib r a r y  in I s l a mabad.

T h i r d  Five Year Plan ( 1 96 5- 1 9 7 0 )

This plan p r o p o s e d  for :

(i) H o u s i n g  the Central P u b l l i c  L i b r a r y  and the 

C h i t t a g o n g  P u b l i c  Library.
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(ii) E x p a n s i o n  of the K h u l n a  P u b l i c Library,

(iii) E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of G o v e r n m e n t  pub l i c  

l ibrary at Rajshahi.

(iv) E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 12 G o v e r n m e n t  publ i c  

l i b r a r i es  in o t h e r  d i s t ricts.

(v) I m p r o v e m e n t  of 36 s u b - d i v i s i o n a l  l i br ar ie s

(vi) U N E S C O  P ub l i c  L i b r a r y  p il o t  p r o j e c t

b e t w e e n  N a r a y a n g a n j  and C h a shara.

(vii) E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of P ub l i c  l i br ar ie s  in 100

th ana h e a d q u a r t e r s .

1968 : F o u n d a t i o n  s t one of new Central P u bl ic  Lib r a r y

b u i l d i n g  was laid but p r o g r e s s  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  work was 

very slow.

May, 1969 : The G o v e r n m e n t  f or m e d  an East P a k i s t a n

L i b r a r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

school, c o l l e g e  and p u b li c l i b r a ri es  but no 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  a c tu a l l y  a c c e p t e d  by the G o v e r n me nt . 

August, 1969 : A h mad Hussain, o f f i c e r  on Special Duty
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(O.S.D) for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of libraries, retired and 

the post r e m a i n e d  v a c a n t  till 1974.

1971 : P u b l i c  library d e v e l o p m e n t  s u f f e r e d  dur i n g  the

l i b e r a t i o n  war.

1973 : M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n  f o r m e d a C o m m i t t e e  for the

d e v e l o p m e n t  of l ib ra r i e s  and library s e r v i c e s  under the 

c h a i r m e n  of Joi n t  S e c r e t a r y  if the M i n i s t r y  of

E d u c a t i o n ,  C ultural A f f a i r s  and S po r t  and in c l u d e d  

rep r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the P l a n i n g C o m m is si on .

O c t o b e r  10,1973 : First m e e t i n g  of the c o m m i t t e e  was

held which e s t a b l i s h e d  four s u b c o m m i t t e e s  for:

( i ) National 

( i i ) Pub l i c  

( i i i ) A c a d e m i c  and

(iv) Special Libraries.

N o v e m b e r  15, 1973 : C o - o r d i n a t i n g  s u b c o m m i t t e e  was

f o r m e d .

N o v e m b e r  26, 1973 : A n o t h e r  m e e t i n g  was held and the
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c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  7 g r o u ps  of projects.

G r ou p  (i) i n c l u d e d  Central P u b l i c  Library, the

C h i t t a g o n g  Publ i c  Library, the K h u l n a  Pub l i c  

L i b r a r y  and R a jshahi P ub l i c  L i b ra ry  with an 

a l l o c a t i o n  Tk. 25, 0 0 0  to the National Library. 

G r o u p  (ii) in c l u d e d  ten d i s t r i c t  l i b r a r i e s  for

general d e v e l o p m e n t  and five for special 

d e v e 1o p m e n t .

G r o u p  (iii) i n cl u d e d  36 e x i s t i n g  s u b - d i v i s i o n a l

l i b r a r i e s  and seven new ones.

G r o u p  (iv) r e c o m m e n d e d  for the p r o v i s i o n  of 

l ibrary t r a i n i n g  f a c il i t i e s .

Group (v) i n c l u d e d five special and r es e a r c h

1 i brar i e s .

G r o u p  (vi) i n cluded s i x t y - f i v e  t ha n a  libraries. 

G r o u p  (vii) i nc lu d e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of four rural

l ibrary p i lot projects.

N o v e m b e r  2 9 , 1 9 7 3  : Only the P u bl i c  L ib r a r y  S u b - C o m m i t t e e

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



S u b m i t t e d  a d e v e l o p m e n t  scheme, w h i l e  other 

s u b c o m m i t t e e s  f a il e d  to do it. It was t h e r e f o r e  

recopimended that the c o n v e r s i o n  of the o t her s u b 

c o m m i t t e e s  be r e q u e s t e d  to s u b m i t  the i r  s ch em e s  

i m m e d i a t e l y  to the A.D.P.I. ( L ib r a r i es ) who was 

r e s p o n s i b l e  for p r e p a r i n g  the final c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

s c h e m e  and s u b m i t t i n g  it by D e c e m b e r  10, 1973.

N o v e m b e r  13 & 14, 1974 : A bo u t  a year later the

P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  the need for publ i c  

library d e v e l o p m e n t  in the country, but r e c o m m e n d e d  a 

r e d u c t io n in t ar g e t s  due to final s t r i n g e n c i e s .  The 

l ibrary d e v e l o p m e n t  plans were d i v id ed  into two phases:

1. High p r i o r i t y  p r o j e c t  ; and

2. Lower p ri o r i t y  projects.

The high p r i o r i t y  p r o j e c t s  in c l u d e d  :

(i) The r e h o u s i n g  of the Central Publ i c

L i b r a r y (CPL ) .

(ii) The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a new b u i l d i n g  for
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C h i t t a g o n g  P ub l i c  Library.

(iii) The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a G o v e r n m e n t  pub l i c  

l i br ar ie s  at R a j shahi.

(iv) D e v e l o p m e n t  of 15 d i s t r i c t  pub l i c  

1 ibraries.

(v) E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 4 rural l i b r a r i e s  pilot 

p roj ects and

(iv) E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t ra i n i n g  i n s t i t u t e  at 

D h a k a .

The high p r i o r i t y  p r o j e c t  w ere m o s t l y  for publ i c  

library d e v e l o p m e n t .

A plan for p u b l i c  library d e v e l o p m e n t  was s u b m i t t e d  to 

the P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  and was r e v i e w e d  by its 

e v a l u a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  on D e c e m b e r  24,1975.

May, 1974 : The National E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ’s report

was p u b l i s h e d  but r el ea se d  in O c tober, 1975. It 

c o n t a i n e d  a c h a p t e r  on l i b r a r ie s i n c lu di ng  a s e c t i o n  on 

pub l i c  libraries. This report r e c o m m e n d e d  the f o l l o w i n g  :
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(i) P r o m u l g a t i o n  of p u b l i c  library legisl a t i o n .

(ii) E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a n a t i o n w i d e  n et w o r k  of 

p u b l ic  library service.

(iii) E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a G o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c  library 

at Raj shah i .

(iv) Removal of the space p r o b l e m  of the Central 

P u b l i c  Library, C h i t t a g o n g  and K h u l n a  pub l i c

1 i b r a r i e s .

(v) I n c r e a s e  in bud g e t  p r o v i s i o n  and g r a n t s  for 

pu b l i c l i b r a r ie s  to imp r o v e  book c o l l e ct i o n ,

(vi) E x p a n s i o n  of l i b r a r i e s  at d i s t r i c t  and sub- 

d i v i s i o n al  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and to a s s i s t s  the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of p ub l i c  l i b ra ri es  in T h an a levels

(vii) E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a new L i b r a r y  Director,

etc. F eb r u a r y  2, 1976 : The p r o j e c t s  were

r e v i s e d  and r e p h a s ed  in F e b r u a r y  2, and 

O c t o b e r  20. The new p r o j e c t s  in the first 

p h ase c o m p r i s e d  :
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(i) The d e v e l o p m e n t  of 15 d i s t r i c t  p ub l i c

1 i brar i e s .

(ii) The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 4 rural lib r a r y  pilot

p r o j e c t s  and

(iii) The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a t r a i n i n g  c en t r e  in

D h a k a .

The S e c o nd  (phase) plan c o m p r i s e d

(i) The r e h o u s i n g  of the Central P u b l i c  Lib r a r y

(CPL). H i s t o r i c a l  G r o wt h  and D e v e l o p m e n t  : 

Bang 1adesh 53

(ii) C o n s t r u c t i o n  of a new b u i l d i n g  for

C h i t t a g o n g  P u b l l i c  L ib r a r y  and

(iii) E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a G o v e r n m e n t  p u bl i c  

library at R a j shahi.

2
C u r r e n t  Pla n s  for P u b l ic  L i b ra ry  D e v e l o p m e n t  : 

the D i s t r i c t  L ib ra r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  Scheme.

The d i s t r i c t  library d e v e l o p m e n t  s ch e m e  inv o l v e d  the 

p r oj e c t  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of 15 d i s t r i c t  public

1. Parker, J . S t e p h e n,  o p . c i t . , p . 54.
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libraries. The s c h e m e  was s u b - d i v i d e d  into two sub- 

p r o j e c t  : O n e - p r o j e c t  A1 i n c l u d e d  5 l i b r a r i es  in need

of new b u i l d i n g  and the other, p r o j e c t  A2 i n c l u d ed  10 

l i b r a r ie s in need of e x t e n s i o n  and i m p r o v e m e n t  to their 

e x i s t i n g  building.

P r o j e c t  A1 i n c l u d ed  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of f o l l o w i n g  5 

p u b l l i c  l i b r a ri es  : r
«\0‘i '

1. The Bari sal P u b l ic  L i b r a r y  ^

2. The M u s l i m  I n s t i t u t e  P ub l i c  L i b ra ry  in M y m e n s i n g h

3. R a n ga m a t i  P ub l i c  L i b ra ry  in the C h i t t a g o n g  Hill 

Tracts.

4. Kazi Nazrul P a t h a g a r  in P a tu ak h a l i  and

5. The Nokhali Pub l i c  Library.

For each of these, the p r o j e c t  p r o p o s e d  a gra n t  of 

T a k a  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  c o n s i s t i n g  of T aka 3 5 0 .0 0 0  each for

c o n s t r u c t i o n  work. Taka 75,000 each for f u r n i t u r e  and

f i t t i n g s  and Taka 75,000 each for books and

p er i o d i c a l s .  It was p r o p o s e d  to c o n s t r u c t  the first

phase, 4 , 000 s q u a re  feet, of an f o u r - s t o r i e d  b u i l d i n g
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for each library and it was r e c o m m e n d e d  that each 

l ibrary s h o u l d  e m p l o y t r a i n e d  staff. The P a tu ak ha l i  

P ub l i c  L ib ra r y  was s u b s t i t u t e  for the Kazi Nazrul 

P a t h a g a r  b e f or e the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the s c h e m e  began. 

P r o j e c t  A2 in c l u d e d  the f o l l o w i n g  10 l i b ra ri es  :

1. B i r c h a n d r a  P u b l i c  Library, C om i l l a

2. K h a w a j a  N a z i m u d d i n  Hall and Pub l i c  Library, D i n a j p u r

3. J e s s o r e  P u b l i c Library

4. A n a n d a  G o b i n d a  P u b l i c  Library, Pubna

5. Central M u s l i m  S a h i t y a  S a n g s a d  and P u b li c Library, 

S y 1het

6. K u s h t i a  P u b l i c  Lib r a r y

7. R a n g p u r  P ub l i c  Library

8. S h e r - e - B a n g 1 a Pubic Library, F a r i d p u r

9. Tangail P u b l ic  Library

10. W o o d b u r n  p u b l i c  Library, Bogra.

The s ch e m e  p r o v i d e d  for gran t s  of T a k a 2 50 , 0 0 0  to each 

of these libraries. The f ir s t  t h ree l i b r a r ie s were 

d e s i g n a t e d  as focal poin t s  for t h ree of the four rural
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library p i lot project. The fou r t h  library c ov e r e d  in 

this p r o j e c t  was S h e r p u r  P ub l i c  Library, M y me n s i n g h .  

C u r r e n t  plan for P ub l i c  L ib ra r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  : 

the Rural L i b r a r y  P i lot P r o j e c t 1

The rural lib r a r y  p i lot p r o j e c t  i n cluded a sum of Taka

5 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  of w hi c h  Taka 3 4 0 ,0 00  was to be spe n t  on book

and p e r i o d i c a l s .  Taka 6 0 , 0 00  on f u r n i t u r e  and

e q u i p me nt .  T aka 4 8 , 00 0  on the p u r c h a s e  of two r i c k s a w

vans for each of the four l i b r a ri es  c on c e r n e d ,

Taka 4 0 , 00 0  for part of the cost of g a r a g i n g  the

r i ck sa w s  and T aka 12,000 for c o n t i n g e n c i e s .

The i m me di a t e  o b j e c t i v e s  of the p r o j e c t  were, first, to 

bring books and l i br ar ie s  to the rural p e o pl e of at

least one s u b - d i v i s i o n  in each d i v i s i o n  by c i r c u l a t i n g

books t h r o u g h  a n e t wo rk  or l ibrary s e r v i c e  point based

on the a p p r o p r i a t e  d i s t r i c t  or s u b - d i v i s i o n a 1 library,

and second, to e s t a b l i s h e d  a full time a ge n c y  to

p r o vi de  bulk loans to schools, t ha n a  P u b li c L i b r a r i e s

1. Parker, J . S te ph en ,  o p . c i t . , p . 54.
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and rea d i n g  c e n t r e s  and a d ult e d u c a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  

The e s t i m a t e d  r e c u r r i n g  cost of each p r o j e c t  after the 

plan p e r i o d  was T aka 15,000 of w h ich it was p r o p o s e d  

that Taka 10,000 s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d  by the central

G o v e r n m e n t .  The rural Lib r a r y  p r o j e ct  thus p r o v i d e d  for 

total g r a n t s  of T ak a  125,000 for each of four

libraries, thr e e  of w h ich w ere also to r e c e i v e  grants,

of T aka 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  each under the d i s t r i c t  library

d e v e l o p m e n t  scheme.

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of C u r r e n t  Plans for DLD S c h e m e  Pro.iect- 

A 1

All the five l i b r ar ie s inc l u d e d  in the p ro j e c t  A1

r e ce i v e d  general gran t s  f rom the M i n i s t r y  of R e l i g i o u s  

and Cul t u r a l  A f f a i r s  and Sports. The M u s l i m  I n s t i t u t e  

in M y m e n s i n g h  also r e c e i v e d  a m o bi le  l ibrary grant.

1 . The Barisal P ub l i c  Lib r a r y

This library rec o r d s  an a m o un t s a n c t i o n e d  of Taka

320 , 0 0 0  of w h ich T aka 1 50,000 were a l l o c a t e d  for
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b u il d i n g  work but T aka 62, 3 0 0  were only spent. The

a mo u n t  s p e n t  thus r e p r e s e n t s  only 19 p e r c e n t  of the

s a n c t i o n e d  amount. The library has a c o l l e c t i o n  of

10,000 v o l u m e s  of books and a staff of 8 of w h o l m  1 is 

G r a d u a t e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and it s er v e s  550 users.

2 . The M u s l i m  Instit u t e ,  M y m e n s i n g h

This lib r a r y  has a book c o l l e c t i o n  of 11,000 v o l u m e s  

and a staff of 4 i n c l u d in g  1 G r a d u a t e  p a r a - p r o f e s s i o n a 1.

3. The R a n g a m a t i __P ublic Lib r a r y

This library r ec ei ve d  T aka 120,000 und e r  the DLD

scheme. An a a m o u n t  of Taka 70,000 m e an t  for the

e x p e n d i t u r e  on books and o th e r  m a t er ia ls ,  e q u i v a l e n t  to

83 P e r c e n t  of the total e x p e n d i t u r e  rev e a l s  that this 

is how most of the d e v e l o p m e n t  gran t s  was spent. The

lib r a r y  has a stock of less that 10,000 v o l u m e s  and a

staff of only 3, all of w h o m  are n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a  1 . It

serves 250 readers.

4. P at ua k h a l i  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y

It r e c e iv ed  Taka 180,000 under DLD scheme. The
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P a t u a k h a l i  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y  itself r ec ei v e s  a general 

grant f rom the M i n i s t r y  of Cul t u r a l  A f f a i r s  and S po r t s  

but no m o b i l e  grants. It is c o n t e m p l a t i n g  to i n t r o du ce  

a book bank s i m i l a r  to that o p e r a t e d  by J e s s o r e  Publ i c  

Library. The library has book stock of a bo u t  6,000 

v o l u m e s  and 4 staff members, all of w h o m  are n o n 

p r o f e s s i o n a l .  It s e r v e s  325 readers.

Its b r a n c h library, the S h e r - e - B a n g 1 a P a t h a g a r  has a 

book s t ock of 2,000 v o l u m e s  and a staff of 3 m e m b e r s  

( n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l ) .  It s e r v e s  200 users.

5 . The N o akhali P u bl ic  Lib r a r y

This library r ec e i v e s  T aka 193,000 from an u n s p e c i f i e d  

sources, part of w h ich came from DLD s c h e m e . T h e  lib r a r y  

is in a d e p l o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n  h o u s e d  in a t i n - r o o f e d  wet 

h o u s ed  n e e d i n g  i m m e d i a t e  e x t e n s i o n . I n  1979, the sum of 

T a k a  194 , 0 0 0  c o uld not be u ti l i z e  due to the i na bi l i t y  

of m e m b e r s  to p r e p a r e  plan and i m pl em e n t e d .  The library 

has a total c o l l e c t i o n  of 9,074 v o l u m e s  and has a 

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  g r a d u a t e  l ib ra ri a n  and 3 part
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time manual w o r k e r s . l t  s e rv e s  126 readers. 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of C u r r e n t  P l ans For DLD S c h e m e s  P r o j e c 

ts A 2

P r o j e c t  A 2 of the D i s t r i c t  L ib ra r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  S ch e m e  

c o v e r e d  10 libraries, 3 of w hi c h  were also i n c lu d e d  in 

the rural lib r a r y  pilot project.

1. A n a n d a  G o b i n d a  P u b l i c  Library, Pubna

The M i n i s t r y  of R e l i g i o u s  and C u ltural A f f a i r s  and 

S p or t s  a p p r o v e d  a d e v e l o p m e n t  grant Taka 1 00,000 i.e. 

40 p er c e n t  of the p r o p o s e d  a m o un t  for this library. For

1976-77, it s e r ve s  415 r ea d e r s  and in 1976-77, the 

total loans a m o u n t e d  to 18,000.

2. The Central M u s l i m  S a h i t y a  S a n g s a d  and P ub l i c  

Library, S y l h e t

This lib r a r y  r e c e i ve d a grant of Taka 4 1 , 80 0  from 

u n s p e c i f i e d  s o u r c e and Taka 7,000 f rom the M i n i s t r y  of 

R e l i g i o u s  and C ultural A f f a i r s  and S p o r t s  in 1977-78

1. Parker, J . S t e p he n,  o p . c i t . . p . 58.
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and s p ent T a k a  30,0 0 0  that is 64 p e r c e n t  of the total 

a mo u n t  on books. This library has a stock of 29,066 

v o l u m e s  and 3 staff m embers, all of are n o n 

p r o f e s s i o n a l .  It s e r v es  258 readers. The library is 

c o m p l e t e l y  p r i v a t e l y  managed.

3. K u s h t i a  P u b l i c Lib r a r y

This library r e c e i v ed  a D i s t r i c t  L ib ra r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  

S c h e m e  g r ant of an u n s p e c i f i e d  a m o un t w hi c h  is being 

used for the p u r c h a s e  of books and f u r n i t u r e  and for 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a new fir s t  flo o r  above the 

e x i s t i n g  gro u n d  floor. The c o n s t r u c t i o n  is half 

c o m p l e t e d  and work has been s u s p e n d e d  for w an t s  of 

f u r t h e r  funds. The a u t h o r i t i e s  are p l a n n i n g  to rent out 

the g r o u nd  floor when the f i rst floor is c o m pl e t e d .  It 

has a c o l l e c t i o n  of 6,237 v o l u m e s  and 6 s t aff members,

1 of w h o m  is p r o f e s s i o n a l .  It serv e s  325 rea d e r s  and 

has no e x t e n s i o n  service.

4 . R a n g p u r  Publ i c  Lib r a r y
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An a m o u n t  of Taka 2 50 , 0 0 0  was p r o p o s e d  for this 

l i b r a r i e s  and the DLD s c h e m e  a p p r o v e d  in 1976-77 and is 

being r e l e a s e d  in s t a g e s  as required. A sum of taka

29,8 7 5  was r e c e iv ed  in 1977-78, in a d d i t i o n  to a

general g r ant of Taka 7,000 and a r e g u l ar  m o b i l e

lib r a r y  g r a n t  of Taka 1,500 from the M i n i s t r y .  A b o u t  60 

p e r c e n t  of this grant i.e., 31,611 was s pe n t  on books

d u r i n g  this period. The library has an a c t i v e  e x t e n s i o n  

s e r v i c e  p r o v i d i n g  60-80 books at a time to 17 p ri m a r y  

s c h o o l s  in the R a n g p u r  m u n i c i p a l  area. It has 20, 0 0 0  

v o l u m e s  and 9 staff members, all of w h o m  are n o n 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n c l u d in g  5 p a r t - t i m e  staff members. It 

s e r v e s  288 rea d e r s  and r ec or d e d  loan of 18,397 in 1977- 

78 .

5. S h e r q d - e - B a n g 1 a P u b l ic  L i b r a r y .F a r i d p u r  

This library r ec or de d  an income of T aka 22.1 1 6  1977-78

and total e x p e n d i t u r e  of T a k a  22,646 of w h ich 80 

p e r c e n t  w ent on s a l aries. The central g o v e r n m e n t  made a
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regular general grant of T aka 8,000 and a regular

m o b i l e  library grant of T aka 3,000 from the M i n i s t r y  of 

R e l i g i o u s  And Cul t u r a l  a ff a i r s  and Sports. No DLD g r ant 

was made to this library, It m a i n t a i n s  an e x t e n s i o n  

s e r v i c e  but no d e t a i l s  are av a i l a b l e .  The total s t ock

is 15,164 v o l u m e s  and it c o n s i s t s  of 6 staff members. 

It s e r v e s  799 readers.

6. Tangail P u bl ic  Library

This l ibrary r e c or d s  a total income of Taka 163,530 in 

1 977-78 of w hi c h  a reg u l a r  grant of 7,000 a regular

m o b il e library g r ant of T aka 300 and a d i s t r i c t  

library d e v e l o p m e n t  grant of Taka 1 39,800 were r ec e i v e d  

from the M i n i s t r y  of R e l i g i o u s  and Cu l t u r a l  A f f a i r s  and 

Sports. E x p e n d i t u r e  d u r in g this p e r i o d  a m o u n t e d  Taka 

84,1 8 4  of w h i c h  55 p e r c e n t  was a l l o c a t e d  for book 

p u r chase. The library has a stock of 13,664 v o l u m e s  and 

staff of 4 m e m b e r s  i n c l u d in g 1 p r o f e s s i o n a l .  It serves 

149 reade r s .
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7 . W o o d b u r n  P u b li c  Library, Bogra

The f i r s t  flo o r  e x t e n s i o n  of this library is under 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  with a gra n t  from Rajshahi D iv i s i o n a l  

D e v e l o p m e n t  Board, but the B o a r d ’s own list of grants 

to l i b r a r i e s  rec o r d s  only a grant of T a k a  2 5 , 0 0 0  to

this l i b r a r y  for the p u r c h a s e  of books and fu r n i t u r e .

It is p r o b a b l e  that a c o n s t r u c t i o n  work is f i n a n c e  from 

this source. It has a c o l l e c t i o n  of 16,896 v o l u m e s  and

6 staff me m b e r s ,  all of w h o m are n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a 1. It 

s e r v e s  1,292 rea d e r s  and records an annual issue of

14,080.

1
The Rural Lib r a r y  Pilot P r o j e c t s  :

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of c u r r e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  plan

The rural library pil o t  p r o j e c t  c o v e r e d  four libraries,

three of w h i c h  w ere also inc l u d e d  in the DLD scheme.

1. S h e r p u r  P u b li c Library, M y m e n s i n g h

This library is not inc l u d e d  in DLD scheme. It r e c e i v e s

1. Parker, J . S te ph en ,  o p . c i t . , p . 5 6
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a reg u l a r  general grant of 1,000 and a reg u l a r  m o b i l e  

g r ant of T a k a 300 from the M i n i s t r y  of R e l i g i o u s  and 

Cul t u r a l  A f f a i r s  and sports. It r ec o r d e d  a p o s s i b l e  

r e c ei p t  funds under the rural library p r o j e c t  of 

u n i t e m i s e d  income of T aka 22,4 0 0  in 197 7 - 7 8  and 

e x p e n d i t u r e  of Taka 12,000 on books i.e. 80 p e r c e n t  of 

total e x p e n d i t u r e .  The lib r a r y  o p e r a t e s  a r i ck s a w  for 

its book m o b i l e  s er vi c e  but no f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  is 

a v a i l a b l e .  It has less than 3,000 v o l u m e s  and has 2 

staff m e mbers, 1 c l erical and manual. It s e r v e s  200 

reade r s .

2. B i r c h a n d r a  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .C o m i 11 a

This library r e c o r de d a r ec e i p t  of T aka 60,0 0 0  for

b u i l d i n g  works, T aka 75,000 for f u r n i t u r e  and

e q u i p m e n t ,  T aka 12,000 for two r i c k s a w  vans, Taka

10,000 for g a r aging, Taka 3,000 for c o n t i n g e n c i e s  and 

no less than T a k a  2 1 5 ,0 0 0  for books and p e r i o d i c a l s .

A l t h o u g h  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  g r ant p r o v i d e d  under p r o j e c t

A2 was i n t e n d e d  for the e x t e n s i o n  and i m p r o v e m e n t  of an
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e x i s t i n g  building, it a pp e a r s  that a c o m p l e t e l y  new 

b u i l d i n g  has been c o n s t r u c t e d  beh i n d  C o m i l l a  Town Hall, 

w he r e  the library is s i t u a t e d  at present. T he r e  is no 

i n d i c a t i o n  of any rural library act i v i t y ,  m o b il e

l ibrary or b o o k - b o x  s e r v i c e  and e x p e n d i t u r e  on books in

197 7 - 7 8  was less than T aka 3,000. It r e c o r d e d  a rec e i p t  

of T aka 3 5 , 0 0 0  in d o n a t i o n s  w h ic h  may include some of 

the d i s t r i c t  or rural library d e v e l o p m e n t  funds

s u p p o s e d d l y  a l l o c a t e d  under the Five Year Plan. The 

library has a c o l l e c t i o n  of 16,000 v o l u m e s  and only 

four p a r t - t i m e  stall, i n c l ud in g 1 g r a d u a t e  and 1 n o n 

p r o f e s s i o n a l .  It s e r v e s  400 readers.

3 . Khawa.ia N a z i m u d d i n  Hall and P u b l ic  L i b ra r y  . Pi na.jpur

This library r e c e iv ed  T a k a  100.000 under the DLD sche m e

and Taka 2 0 , 0 0 0  under the rural lib r a r y  pilot p r o j ec t 

in 1977-78, in a d di t i o n a l  to T aka 100 , 0 0 0  f rom the

Rajshahi D iv i s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  Board, a regular

general gra n t  of Taka 7,000 and a r e g u l a r  m o b il e

lib r a r y  grant of Taka 3000 from the M i n i s t r y  of
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R e l i g i o u s  and C ultural A f f a i r s  and Sports. Total

r e ce ip t s  from the central g o v e r n m e n t  d u r i n g  1977-78

thus a m o u n t e d  to T a k a  227,300, with o t h e r  r ec e i p t s

b r i n g i n g  this total up to T aka 233,701 but total 

e x p e n d i t u r e  d u r in g  the same per i o d  a m o u n t e d  to only 

Taka 5 2 , 3 0 0 o n l y  22 p er c e n t  of the a m o u n t  received.

D e s p i t e  the r ec ei p t  of both rural library p r o j e c t  and 

regular m o b i l e  library grants, the library e x t e n s i o n  

s e r v i c e  r e a c h e s  only t h ree i n s ti tu ti o n s ,  all social 

clubs, two of w h i c h  are in the D in aj p u r  m u n ic i p a l  area. 

Fifty books at a time are d e l i v e r e d  to each i n s t i t u t i o n  

e v ery o t her m on t h  in a h i red richsaw. The l ibrary has a 

plan to have a r ic k s a a w  van. It has a c o l l e c t i o n  of

2 5 ,0 0 0  v o l u m e s  and 12 staff m e m b e r s  i n c l u d i n g  only 1 

full time p r o f e s s i o n a l  librarian. It s e r ve s 400 

reade r s .
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4 . J e s s o r e  P u b l ic  Lib r a r y

A c c o r d i n g  to the P a r k e r ’s s ur v e y  report of 1979, it is 

the most s u c c es sf ul  d i s t r i c t  library s e r v i c e  in 

B a n g l a d e s h .  It had an income of more than T a k a  5 48 ,0 0 0  

and s pe n t  over Taka 5 26 ,0 0 0  m a i n l y  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  

of the new b u i lding. It r e c e i v ed  T aka 2 3 , 00 0 f rom its 

p a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  the J e s s o r e  I n s t i t u t e  in 1977-78, 

as well as central g o v e r n m e n t  g r a n ts  of m ore than Taka

500,000. The latter i n c l u d e d  over Taka 4 8 , 0 0 0  from the 

DLD s c h e m e , T a k a  7,788 under the rural library project, 

and T aka 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 f rom the K h u l n a  D i v is i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  

Board. F u r t h e r  s ub s t a n t i a l  gran t s  are e x p e c t e d  in 1 97 7- 

78 D i v i s i o na l D e v e l o p m e n t  Board, the D i s t r i c t  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  and the P re si d e n t .  The library has a 

c o l l e c t i o n  of 29,332 v o l u m e s  h a v i ng  6 sta f f  m e m b e r s

i n c l u d i n g  1 g r a d u a t e  and 3 n o n - g r a d u a t e  pare-

p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  it has 1,5 0.0 reg u l a r  r e a d e r s  and 852

b o r r o w i n g  m e m b e r s  and r ec or d e d  n e a r l y  5 4 , 0 0 0 loans.
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Im p l e m e n t a t i o n  of C u r r e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  Plans for Public

1
L i b r a r i e s  : C o n c l u s i o n s

The only p r o j e c t  in the Five Year Plan w h i c h  have been 

i m p l e m e n t e d  are the r e h o u s i n g  of the B a n g l a d e s h  Central 

Pub l i c  Library, w h ic h  m o ved into its new p r e m i s e s  at 

S h a h b a g  in 19J77 and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a t r a i n i n g  

course, at the Central L i b ra r y  in the same year. The 

new b u i l d i n g  for the C h i t t a g o n g  P ub l i c  L i b r a r y  ia not 

yet been e r ected. The first phase of the b ui l d i n g  for 

the R ajshahi G o v e r n m e n t  P ub l i c  Library, h o w ev e r  is 

nea r l y  c o mp le t e d .

Lit t l e  p r o g r e s s  has been made in i m p l e m e n t i n g  A1 

c o m p r i s i n g  five d i s t r i c t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  w h i c h  are 

need of new bu i l d i n g s .  O nly one l ibrary has mov e d  into 

new p r e m i s e s  and one rec o r d s  no r e c e i p t s  of d e v e l o p m e n t  

grants. The o th e r  three l i br ar ie s  r e c e i v e d  Taka 

3 ,7 5 , 3 0 0  or 25 p e r c e n t  of the p r o p o s e d  amount. A bo u t  52

1. Parker, J . S t e p h e n,  o_p_,_ c i t . , p . 6 4 .
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p e r c e n t  of the m on e y  r ec ei ve d  is r ep o r t e d  to have been 

under due to i n a bi li ty  of those c o n c e r n e d  to p re p a r e  

and i m p l e m e n t  a d e v e l o p m e n t  plan. The p o s i t i o n  with 

regard to e x p e n d i t u r e  on books is much better, with 

about 43 p e r c e n t  of the a m o u n t  p r o p o s e d  h av i n g  been 

s p e n t as intended, but for e x p e n d i t u r e  on f u r n i t u r e  and 

e q u i p m e n t  the fig u r e  again d r ops to 10 percent, and in 

fact, none of the l i b r a r i e s in this group for w h i c h  

data are a v a i l a b l e  r e c or d s  the p o s s e s s i o n  of any 

e q u i p m e n t  w h a t ev er . Rural L ib r a r y  P i lot Pro.iect 

With n ot ab le  e x c e p t i o n  of J e s so re  P u b l i c  Library, the 

rural library p i lot p ro j e c t  does not a p p e a r  to have 

been success. The e x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e s  of the J e s s o r e  

P u bl i c  L i br ar y were v i r t u a l l y  in a c t iv e o p e r a t i o n  

bef o r e  the l i b e r a t i o n  of B a n gl ad es h .  The limited amou n t  

of a s s i s t a n c e  r ec e i v e d  under this library p r o j e c t  i.e. 

Taka 7,788 a m o u n t i n g  to only 6 p er c e n t  of the sum 

n o m i n a l l y  a l l o c a t e d,  o b v i o u s l y  had a lim i t e d  impact on
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the s u c c e s s  of the service, w h ich seems to owe to local 

i n i t i a t i v e  and e n t h u s i a s m  than the g r ant of the central

g o v e r n m e n t .  In Comi11a, t h ere is no e v i d e n c e  of any

d e v e l o p m e n t  t a c k i n g  in rural library s e r v i c e s .  In

Dinajpur, w h i l s t  the K h a w a j a  N a z i m u d d i n  Hall and Publ i c  

L i b r a r y  does record the r e c e i pt  of T aka 2 0 , 0 0 0  under 

the scheme, e x p e n d i t u r e  overall a m o un t to only 23

p e r c e n t  of total receipts.

S e c o n d  D i s t r i c t  L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e

The p o s i t i o n  of the Seco n d  D i s t r i c t  Lib r a r y  D e v e l o p m e n t

S c h e m e  is e q u a l l y  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Only thr e e  of the ten

l i b r a r i e s  i nv ol v e d  r e c e i v ed  gra n t s  and only of this was

able to s p en t  the a m o u n t  r e c e i v e d  d ur i n g  the same year.

None of the gra n t s  e x c e e d e d  60 p e r c e n t  of the a m o un t

a l l o c a t e d  under the scheme. Two o t h e r  l i b r a ri es

r e c ei ve d  and spent gra n t s  for book p u r c h a s e s  only 

a m o u n t i n g  to 50 p e r c e n t  of the sums o r i g i n a l l y

a l l o cated.

The r e h o u s in g  of both the B a n g l a d e s h  Central Public

81

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



L i br a r y  and the C h i t t a g o n g  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  was f i rst

p r o p o s e d  in P a k i s t a n ’s S e c on d Five Year Plan for 1960-

65 and thus been p u r s u e d  for over 15 years by the time

it was i n c o r p o r a t e d  in the First Five Year Plan of 
B a n g l a d e sh . The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the Raj s h a h i  Publ i c

L i br a r y  was also p r o p o s e d  in the Third Five Year Plan

of P a k i s t a n  w h i c h  indeed s t a r t e d  in 1973.

The 1979 P u b l ic  Lib r a r y  S u r v e y  by B r i ti sh  C o n s u l t a n t  J. 

S t e p h e n  P a rk e r  r e c o r d e d  the e x i s t e n c e  of 176 p u b l i c  

libraries, 89 p e r c e n t  of w h o m  are even by s e l f p u r p o s e  

c o m p o s e d  c o m m it te e,  8 p e r c e n t  c o n t r o l l e d  by g o v e r n i n g  

b od i e s  their p a re n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 6 libraries, i.e.,

3 p e r c e n t  are g o v e r n e d  by local a ut ho r i t i e s .  The s u r v ey  

p r o v i d e d  31 r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

p u b l i c  libraries. From 1957 o n w a r d s  the G o v e r n m e n t  was 

s p e n d i n g  a sum of rupees two lacs each year for the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c  libraries. 

A c c o r d i n g  to P ar k e r  report, t o- d a y  B a n g l a d e s h  has 176
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p u bl i c  l i b r a r i e s  , big and small of whi c h  the num b e r  of 

n o n - G o v e r n m e n t  aided D i s t r i c t  P u b li c L i b r a r y  is 15 

only.

T a bl e - I  s h ows the p o s i t i o n  of the t h ree G o v e r n m e n t  

Pu b l i c L i b r a r i e s ,  T ab l e - I I  and III shoes the s ta t u s  of 

D i s t r i c t  P u b l i c  L i b r aries, and s u b - d i v i s i o n a l  publ i c

l i b r a r i e s  up to 1969.
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8i»

Table-I

Three Government Public Libraries

Name of the Public 
Library

Date of esta
blishment

Total 
stock of 
books

Service No. of 
Profes
sional & 
Mon-
professi
onal staff

1 .Bangladesh 
Central Publlic

1953 60,107 Free 21

Library, Dhaka.

2.Khulna Divisional 
Govt. Public

1964 31,955 Free 8

Library, Khulna

3.Chittagong Divi
sional Govt.

1963 10,450 Free 10

Library,Chittag
ong

J

1. Khan, A.M. Mutahhar Ali, op. cit, p.54
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C H A P T E R V  I

P U B L I C L I B R A R Y  L E G I S L A T I O N  
I N  S W E D E N
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P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  L e g i s l a t i o n  in S w e d e n

L i b r a r y  L e g i s l a t i o n  m e an s  a s t a t u t o r y  m e a s u r e  w h ich 

h e l p s  c r e a t i o n  of L i b ra r y  a u t h o r i t y  to d i s c h a r g e  P ub l i c  

L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  by a cess levied by the G o v e r n m e n t  and 

Paid by the Public. The idea was f i rst c o n c e i v e d  and 

d e v e l o p e d  in U n i te d K i n g d o m  in 1850. L ib ra r y  l e g i s l a t i 

on s h o u l d  be easy, s i m p l e  and good for c o m m o n people. 

The rules and r e g u l a t i o n s  made for its s e r v i c e  must 

c o n t a i n  n e c e s s a r y  advice, i n f o r m a t i o n  and p r o pe r g u i d a 

nce so that each and e ve r y  c i t i z e n  of the c o m m u n i t y  may 

have s a t i s f a c t o r y  service. The library Act s h o u l d  a l l o 

cate d i f f e r e n t  t a sks to d i f f e r e n t  t y pes of l ib ra r y  in 

o r d e r  to e n s u r e  mere e c o n o m i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  r a t i o n 

a l i z a t i o n  of m ethods, s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  in s u b j e c t  f ie l d s

and a l t o g e t h e r  a b e t t er  s e r v i c e  to a the c o m m u n i t y  as

1
a whole. L e g i s l a t i o n  m e ans a set of rules for a ct i o n

p as s e d  by the l eg i s l a t u r e .  When passed, it may be

1. H o u l e ,C . O .  L i b r a r i e s  in a d ult and f un d a m e n t a l  
e d u ca t i o n .  Paris, Unesco, 1951. p. 137
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t erm e d  as law or an Act. L ib r a r y  l e g i s la t i o n ,  t h e r e f o 

re, m ea n s  an Act e m b o d y i n g  d e f i n i t e  rules and r e g u l a t i 

ons e n a c t e d  by the L e g i s l a t i v e  Body for c o n d u c t i n g  

library s e r v i c e s  whi c h  in c l u d e s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  m a i n t e n 

ance, d e v e l o p m e n t  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of library s e r v i c 

es of a p a r t i c u l a r  c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  duly c o n s t i t u t e d  

1
authori t y .

The h i s t o r y  of the library m o v e m e n t  in U ni t e d  States,

the U n i t e d  Kingdom, the S c a n d i n a v i a n  c o u n t r i e s  and

India rev e a l s  that t h ere had been no f u n d am en ta l

i m p r o v e m e n t  of library l e g i s l a t i o n  in these c o u n t r i e s

in 1848( in B o s t o n , U . S . ) , 1850 (in U.K.), and 1920 (in

2
F i n l a n d ) .  It is t he r e f o r e ,  e v i d e n t  that library

l e g i s l a t i o n  is the f a c to r  w h ich is r e qu ir ed  f i rs t  for 

any kind of d e v e l op me nt .

H i s t o r i c a l  B a c k g r o u n d

The f i rst library Act in Sweden was p as s e d  in 1905 with

1. S a i f u 1 - I s 1 a m ,K .M . Lib r a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  in P a k i s t a n  
Dawn Fe 17. ’ 68

2 . Ibid.
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a very small gra n t s  to p ub l i c  libraries. A u t h o r  Act

p ass e d  in 1930 w h ich a l l o w e d  m a x i m u m  s t ate the

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the central b i b l i o t a k e n  or c o un tr y

l i b r a r i e s  to a s s is t the small c o m m u n e s  there were still 

over 2,500 local a u t h o r i t i e s  at that time.

The s y s t e m  of state gra n t s  was revised, and it was laid 

down that only one s y s t e m  of l ib ra r i e s  in any m u n i c i p a 

lity cou l d  r e c ei ve d state grants. The c o n d i t i o n s  for 

rec e i p t  of grant were that each l ibrary had to be g o v e 

rned by a c o mm it t e e ,  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  must be a p p r o v e d  by 

the state a d v isers, and the library must be open to the 

p u b l i c  and free of charge. This p r i n c i p l e  had a l r e a d y  

been e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1912. But it was not and never has 

been m a n d a t o r y  to p r o v i d e  a free publ i c  library 

service, and the state a d v i s e r s  has limited powers. The 

Act was had f o r m a l l y  revised in 1955. t h r o u g h  grants 

were larger under the 19 30 Act.

A new Act was in p r e p a r e  in 1965 but was never 

s u b m i t t e d  b e c a us e a radical c h a ng e in local G o v e r n m e n t

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



finance, t o g e t h e r  with a f ur t h e r  p r o p o s e d  r e d u c t i o n  in 

the n u m b e r  of local a ut ho r i t i e s ,  c h a n g e d  the who l e  

r e l a t i o n  ship b e t w e e n  the state and local a u t h o r i t i e s ,  

a f f e c t i n g  p u b l ic  l i b r ar ie s as well as other i n s t i 

tutions.

A G o v e r n m e n t  bill of 1965 ended g r a nt s  to local a u t h o r 

ities, and fixed b o u n d a r i e s ,  or s p h e r e s  of interest, in 

p r i n c i p l e ,  b e t we e n  c ou nt r i e s ,  c o m m u n e s  and state. It 

also made m o ney a v a i l a b l e  for l o n g - t e r m  d e v e l o p m e n t  and 

c e rt ai n  s p e c i f i c  g ra n t s  to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  The state 

i n s p e c t o r a t e  was m ade r e s p o n s i b l e  for central i n f o r m a t 

ion, a d v i s o r y  s er v i c e  to l ib ra r i e s  and library e d u c a t i 

on. It was also r e s p o n s i b l e  for l o n g - t e r m  d e v e l o p m e n t  

g r a nt s and c e r t ai n s p e c i f i c  grants.

An Act of 1966 c l a r i f i e d  the p o s i t i o n  with regard to

c o u n t r y  libraries, it c o n s i s t s  of e i ght S e c t i o n s 1.

S e c t i o n  1 given the a p p l i c a t i o n  of the A c t , c o u n t y

1.G a r d n e r  Frank M. Publ i c  library l e g i s l a t i o n :  a c o m p a 
rative stuq^.---&ax.i.s.i-Unesro. 1 9 7 1 . p . 97
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l i b ra ri e s  and i n t e r - l o a n  centres.

S e c t i o n  2 s t a t es  the general c o n d i t i o n s  for grants. A 

c o u nt y l i b r a r i e s  shall sup p l y  l i b r a ri es  and i n d i v i d u a l s  

with such l i t e r a t u r e  and e q u i p m e n t  m a t e r i a l s  as are not 

of such a v a i l a b l e  at the local library and not of such 

n a t ur e that the local library s ho u l d  buy them. It shall 

give p u b l i c  l i b r a r i es  and school l i b r a r ie s  advi c e  and 

d i r e c t i o n  as to library m an a g e m e n t ,  work for a rational 

library system, raised library s t a n d a r d s  and i n c re a s e d  

rea d i n g  i nt e r e s t  and shall c o - o p e r a t e  in lending 

a c t i v i t i e s  out side the country. An i n t e r - l o a n  cen t r e  

shall sup p l y  l i b r ar ie s in its area with such l i t e r a t u r e  

and m a t e r i a l s  as are not a v a i l a b l e  in the c o u n t r y  

l i b r a r i e s  and not of a kind that c ou nt ry  l i b r a r ie s  are 

r e s p o n s i b l e  for buying.

S e c t i o n  3. c o u n t r y  l i b r a r i e s and i n t e r - 1o a n c e n t r e s  are

under the s u p e r v i s i o n  of National Board of Education.

Sec t i o n  4 deals with the f o r m a t i o n  in c o n n e c t i o n  with 

the a p p o i n t m e n t  of a chief l i b r a r i a n  of a country.
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S e c ti on  5 deals with the grant the m a x i m u m  annual

gra n t s  being 70, 0 0 0  K r o n o r  to c ou n t y  l i b r a r i e s  and

100,000 kro n o r  to regional centers.

S e c t i o n  6 deals with f o r m a l i t i e s  in c o n n e c t i o n  with

a p p l i c a t i o n  for grants.

S e c t i o n  7 gives power to the N a tional Board of

E d u c a t i o n  to d e c i d e d  that what steps are to be taken if 

a c o un t y  library or loan c e nt r e  d i s c o n t i n u e s  its

a c t iv it i e s .

S e c ti on  8. The National Board of E d u c a t i o n  can issue 

f u r t h e r  d i r e c t i o n s  under the Act.

W ith the a b o l i t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  gran t s  to all libraries, 

the 1965 act s u b s t i t u t e d  special d e v e l o p m e n t  gra n t s  to 

be m ade to l i br a r i e s  w i s h i n g  to imp r o v e  their library 

servi, but u n a b l e  to do so f rom t h eir own resources. 

C O M ME NT

The case of S w e de n is a u n i q u e  e x a m p l e  in library 

l e g i s l a t i o n  of a h i g h ly  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r y  w h ich has, in
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effect, a b o l i 1 shed its library law in the s e nse in 

w hich lib r a r y  law is int e n d e d  to c o e r c e local a u t h o r i t 

ies into p r o v i d i n g  a s e r v i c e  they m ig h t  not o t h e r w i s e  

provide, and to induce them to imp r o v e  that s e r v i c e  by 

means of a ss i s t a n c e ,  f i n a n c i a l l y  and other wise from 

the state, S we d i s h  library law is non existent.
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C H A P T E R V I I

P U B L 1 C L I B R A R Y  L E G I S  L AT" I O N
I N  B A N G L A D E S M
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Publ i c  L i b r a r y  L e g i s l a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h

The publ i c  library is a free i n s t i t u t i o n  m a i n t a i n  for 

the good of the c o mm o n  man. P ub l i c  l ib ra ri e s  need a 

l e g i s l a t i v e  basis for their s a t i s f a c t o r y  growth. In 

most of the a d v a n c e d  c ou nt r i e s .  P u b l ic  l ib r a r i e s  do 

have l e g i s l a t i v e  sanction. But there is no library 

l e g i s l a t i o n  of any kind in B a n g l a d e s h ,  a l t h o u g h  the 

library p r o f e s s i o n  has for many years u r g i ng  the 

g o v e r n m e n t  to i n t r o d u c e  a p p r o p r i a t e  l eg is la t i o n .  Some 

l i b r a r i a n s  library p r o f e s s i o n a l s  p r e s e n t e d  many draft 

l e g i s l a t i o n  to the g o v er nm en t .  But the result is zero. 

B e c a u s e  no Act was pass e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e .

1959

In 1959, a p r o v i s i o n  was made to m a i n t a i n  the pub l i c

1
l ib r a r y  by the 'Basic c o u n c i l s ’ at two tax levying 

tiers. T h ese two c o u n c i l s  are (i) The D i s t r i c t  Council
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and (ii) The U n ion Council. It was c o n c e d e d  that pub l i c  

l i b r a r i e s  must have l e g i s l a t i v e  f o u n d at io n .  From this 

p r o v i si on ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of local self G o v e r n m e n t  used 

to s p end a small a mo u n t  of m o ney f rom t h eir revenue. 

Such p r o v i s i o n  is still c o n t i n u i n g .  The D i s t r i c t  

l i b r a r i e s  and oth e r  local l i b r a r i e s  are m a i n t a i n e d  

a c c o r d i n g  to that s y s t e m  but the c o n d i t i o n  of aided 

l i b r ar ie s  is e x t r e m e l y  p r e c a ri ou s .  As a result, the 

g ro w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of l i b r a ri es  have been w o e f u l l y  

impeded. Mr. L.C.Key, an A u s t r a l i a n  library e x p e r t  was 

e n g a g e d  in 1959, as a c o n s u l t a n t  by the then G o v e r n m e n t  

of Pakistan. A c c o r d i n g  to the repo r t  of Mr. L.C.Key,

the p r o g r a m m e  for p ub l i c  library was i n s u f f i c i e n t  and 

ad h o c .

1966

At the p ub l i c  library s e m i n a r  held in fe b r u a r y ,  1966 

under the a u s p i c e s  of the East P a k i s t a n  Library

A s s o c i a t i o n  and B r i t i s h  Council, Mr. Ahmad Hussain,
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o f f i c e r  on special duty, L i b r a r y  D e ve lo p m e n t ,

G o v e r n m e n t  of East Pakistan, read an e x c e l l e n t  paper on

the need for p u b l i c  l ibrary l e g i sl a t i o n , and P r e s e n t e d

a d ra f t  out line of pub l i c  l i b r a r i e s  Act. Mr. H u s s a i n

p r o p o s e d  the c r e a t i o n  of a p r ov in ci a l  L i b r a r y  Council,

a D i r e c t o r a t e  of L i b r aries, and local a u t h o r i t i e s  for

the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and m a i n t e n a n c e  of libraries, with

p o we r s  to levy a library cess for f i n a n c i n g  publ i c

l i b r a r i e s  such a p i ece of l e g i s l a t i o n  is n e c e s s a r y  for

bring into being a n e t w o rk  of p ub l i c  l ib ra r i e s  to cover

the p r o v i n e e - 1 i b r a r ie s  a d e q u a t e l y  p r o v i d e d  for and

p r o p e r l y  o r g a n i s e d  so as to be able to meet the d e m a n d

of a book s e r v i c e  for c o n t i n u o u s  self e d u c a t i o n  of the 

1
people.

The m aj o r  poi n t s  of the original text of the

" S y no pt i c a l  O u t l i n e s  of Publ i c  L i b r a r i e s  A c t / O r d n a n c e

1. A b u - S a i d  M u ha mm a d .  "Public l i b r a r i e s  in East 
Pakistan; Some t h o u g h t s  on library d e v e l o p m e n t . "  In The 
E a s te rn  L i b r a r i e s , vol. 3(2): 61,1968.
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for East P a k i s t a n  is p r e s e n t e d  below:

S y n o p t i c a l  O u t l i n e s  of P u b l ic  L i b r a r i e s  A c t / O r d n a n c e  

for East P a k i s t a n ( n o w  B a n g l a d e s h )

1 . P u b l i c L i b r a r y  council

The P r o v i n c ia l G o v e r n m e n t  shall a p ub l i c  library 

council c o m p o s e d  as follows:

C h a i r m a n  : The M i n i s t r y  of Ed u c a t i o n ,  G o v e r n m e n t

of P a k i s t a n  (now B a n g l a d e s h ) .

Two Vice C h a i r m a n  (i) The V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  of D h aka

Un i ve rs i t y .

Nine m e m b e r s  ( i i ) The S ec re t a r y ,  E d u c a t i o n

D e p a r t m e n t .

Nine m e m b e r s  (i) The D.P.I.

(ii) The S e c re t a r y ,  Basic D e m o c r a c y  

& Local G o v e r n m e n t  D e p a r tm e n t ,

(iii) The C h a irman, Boa r d  of

I n t e r m e d i a t e  & S e c o n d a r y

Educat i o n ,  Dhaka.
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( i v ) The Director, Social Welfare.

(v) D i r ector. Council of National

In t e g ra ti on .

(vi) Head, D e p a r t m e n t  of Lib r a r y

Science, D h aka U ni v e r s i t y .

(vii) Two noted p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  to be

n o m i n a t e d  by the G o v ernor.

Xvi i i ) D i r e c t o r  of L i b r a r i e s ,  East 

P a k i s t a n  (now b a n g l a d e s h )

2. To c a use e n q u i r i e s  being made into the c o n d i t i o n s  of 

libraries, e v a l u a t i o n  of their s e r v i c e  being c o n d u c t e d ,  

s t a n d a r d s  and norms being p r e s c r i b e d ,  such o t her 

m e a s u r e s  as may be c o n s i d e r e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  being taken 

and to r e c o m m en d a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a s u r e s  to g o v e r n m e n t s .  

They will have c o m m i t t e e s  of e x p e r t s  a p p o i n t e d  by 

G o v e r n m e n t .

3. S u b j e c t  to the approval of the p r ov i n c i al  G o v e r m e n t  

the council shall frame rules of p r o c e d u r e s  for its 

wo r k i n g .
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4 - (1) The p r o v i nc ia l G o v e r n m e n t  shall c r e at e a

D i r e c t o r a t e  of l i b r a r ie s  with n e c e s s a r y  staff.

(2) The f u n c t i o n  of the D i r e c t o r a t e  shall be:

(i) A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of G o v e r n m e n t  libraries.

(ii) E x e c u t i o n  of d e c i s i o n  of G o v e r n m e n t  on the 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of the p u b l i c  l ibrary staff,

(iii) General s u p e r v i s i o n  of l i b r a r ie s i n c l ud in g 

i n s p e c t i o n  and te c h n i c a l  to local a ut ho r i t i e s ,

(iv) A p proval of r e g u l a t i o n  and rules of p r o c e d u r e  

to be f r a m e d  by local a u t h o r i t i e s .

(v) L i br a r y  p l a n n i n g  and

(vi) Such o t her r el ev a n t  f u n c t i o n s  as may be 

assigned.

5. Local L i b r a r y  A u t h o r i t y

The d i s t r i c t  Council as d ef i n e d  in the Basic D e m o c r a c y  

O r d i n a n c e , 1 959 , shall be the local library a u t h o r i t y  

for the w ho l e  d i s trict, p r o v i d e d  that m un i c i p a l

c o m m i t t e e  may, on its request, be v e s t e d  with the power
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of l ibrary a u t h o r i t y  by the p r o v in ci al  G o v e r n m e n t  on 

the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of the p u b l ic  library council in 

r e ga r d s  to its v i a b i l i t y  and o t her r el e v a n t  f ac to rs  

s u b j e c t  to such c o n d i t i o n  as the p r o v i n c ia l G o v e r n m e n t  

may impose.

(1) A l ib ra r y  a u t h o r i t y  shall:

(1) F o l lo w the d i r e c t i o n  of the D i r e c t o r a t e  of 

l i b r a r i e s  in m a t t e r  of lib r a r y  s t a n d a r d s  and 

m a i n t e n a n c e  of l i b r a ri es  and

(ii) Shall e x e r c i s e  its powe r s  t h r o u g h  a library board, 

to be f o r m e d  by the a u t h o r i t y  c o n s i s t i n g  of not less 

s e ven and not more than e l e v e n  m e mbers. ( C o n s t i t u t i o n  

of the Board and rep r e s e n t a t i o n  on it shall be 

d e t e r m i n e d  by the p r o v in ci al  G o v e r n m e n t  on the a d v ic e  

of the c o u ncil).

(2) S u b j e c t  to the approval of the D i r e c t o r a t e  of 

l i br ar i e s  a library a u t h o r i t y  shall f r a me s for own 

wo r k i n g .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



(3) D u t i e s  of the Local A u t h o r i t y  shall be :

(i) To e s t a b l i s h  p u b l i c  libraries.

(ii) To m a i n t a i n  and control them.

(iii) To make such o t her m e a s u r e s  as will g r a d u a l l y  and 

e f f e c t i v e l y  e x p an d  the service.

(4) A L ib r a r y  A u t h o r i t y  may d e l e g a t e  to any lower and 

parallel a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  tiers and such of its p ow e r s  as 

may be f o und to be e c o n o m i c a l l y  and e f f e c t i v e l y  

e x e r c i s a b l e  on such d e l e g a t i o n  as will induce 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of local p u b l i c  and pub l i c  bodies.

(5) The p r o v i n c ia l G o v e r n m e n t  may, at the r e q u e s t  of 

the P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  council or any Local Library 

A u t h o r i t y , a cq u i r e  under the p r o v i s i o n  of the Land 

A c q u i s i t i o n  A c t , ( y e a r )  any land for the p ur p o s e  of this 

A c t / O r d  i n a n c e .

(6) All e x i s t i n g  n o n - G o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c  l i b r ar ie s with 

their a s set shall vest in the r e s p e c t i v e  local library 

a u t h o r i t i e s  if their m a n a g e m e n t  agree.
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(7) The p r o v i n c i a l  G o v e r n m e n t  shall have the p o wer to 

call to o r d e r  any Local a u t h o r i t y  for any d i r e c t i o n  of 

duty and to revoke its power for default.

P u b l i c  L ib ra ry  Cess

(1) A P u b l ic  Lib r a r y  Cess at the rate if t w e n t y  p ai s a

per rupee or rent shall be levied and c o l l e c t e d  from 

the date of c o m m e n c e m e n t  of this A c t / O r d i n a n c e  for five 

years. At the end of the 3rd year p o s i t i o n  shall be

r e v i e w e d by the ( P r o v i n ci al ) G o v e r n m e n t  on the advi c e  

of the Council for a p p r o p r i a t e  r ev is i o n  of rate.

(2) A Local Lib r a r y  A u t h o r i t y  shall have or to levy

w i t h i n  its j u r i s d i c t i o n  and w i t h i n  its tax levying

p o w er s any a d d i ti o n a l  tax for p u bl i c  libraries. Under

B e n g a  1 (R ura 1 ) P r i m a r i l y  E d u c a t i o n  Act, 1 930 as a m e nd ed  

by the East P a k i s t a n  O r d i n a n c e  No. XXVIII Of 1962. The 

c o l l e c t i o n  of p ri m a r y  e d u c a t i o n  cess at 00.02 p a i s a  per 

rupee of rent f rom rural areas a m o u n t e d  1964-65 to Rs. 

1 , 1 9 , 1 2 , 7 1 5  e x c l u d i n g  usual areas. The p r o p o s e d  library
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cess will be levied on m u n ic ip al  areas also and the

p r o c e e d s  are e x p e c t e d  more than d o ub l e  the amount.

O t h e r s u b s e c t i o n s ,  w hi c h  will be i ns e r t e d  later, will 

p r o v i d e  for:

(i) a s s e s s m e n t  and i m p o s i ti on  of the cess;

(ii) its r e a l i z a t i o n  and cost t h ere of;

(iii) its e x p e n d i t u r e ;

(iv) its a c c o u n t i n g  and audit; and

(v) o th e r  c o n n e c t e d  m at er i a l s .

All of these may f o l l ow  c l o se ly  the r el ev an t  of the

Bengal (Rural) P r i m a r y E d u c a t i o n  A c t , 1930, as

s u b s e q u e n t l y  a m e nd ed  or may be as a d v i s e d by the legal 

a d v i s e r s  of the G o v e r n m e nt .

7. In a d di t i o n  to the a m o u n t s  to be c o l l e c t e d  as 

p u b l i c  library cess, the p r ov in ci a l  g o v e r n m e n t  shall 

p r o v i s i o n s  of such as, on the p u bl i c  Lib r a r y  

Council, may be r eq u i r e d  in order:

(i) to m a i n t a i n  and e x pa n d  e x i s t i n g  G o v e r n m e n t  li b r a r i e s
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(ii) to e s t a b l i s h  D i v i si o n a l  l i br ar i e s  and D i s t r i c t  

l i b r a r i e s  as pilot p r o j e c t  and to m a i n t a i n  them

(iii) to f in a n c e  the D i r e c t o r a t e  of L i b r a r i e s

(iv) to meet the e x p e n s e s  of P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  Council

(v) to pay for m a c h i n e r y  for library c o - o p e r a t i o n

(vi) to m eet the cost of c o m p i l a t i o n  and p u b l i c a t i o n  of 

b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  and b ui l d i n g  up of Union C at a l o g u e s .

(vii) to a r r a n g e  f a c i l i t i e s  for l i b r a r i a n s  and other 

tec h n i c a l  p er so n n e l ,  and

(viii) to make g r a n t s  to Local P ub l i c  L ib r a r y  A u t h o r i t y  

for library p u r p o s e s  i nc l u d i n g c o n f e r m e n t  of p r o v i d e n t  

fund and o t her f r i n ge  b en e f i t s  to library w o r k e r s  and 

for such o t her r el ev a n t  needs as may be d e t e r m i n e d  by 

the council.

P u bl i c  lib r a r y  fund

8. Each Local L i b r a r y  A u t h o r i t y  shall have a publ i c  

fund to w h ich shall be credited:

( i ) All sums g r a n t e d  out of p ro vi n c i a l  G o v e r n m e n t s
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a l l o c a t i o n  for Local a u t h o r i t i e s .

( i t ) All income out of Publ i c  L i b ra ry  cess.

(iii) All income from d o n ation, e n d o w m e nt , bequest, 

etc .

(iv) All oth e r  sums r ec ei v e d  f rom any s o u r c e s  for the 

p u r p o s e  of this A c t / O r d i n a n c e .

1 9 6 8

In F e b ruary, 1968 Dr. K.M. Saiful Islam, than a

l e c tu re r  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of L i b r a r y  Science,

U n i v e r s i t y  of Karachi, and now c h a i r m a n  of the

D e p a r t m e n t  of L ib r a r y  and I n f o r m a t i o n  Science,

U n i v e r s i t y  of Dhaka, p r e p a r e d  a D r aft plan for library

l e g i s l a t i o n  in P a k i s t a n  w hi c h  a p p e a r e d  in three seri e s

1
in the i n f l u ential daily Dawn of Karachi. In his 

plan, D r . Saiful Islam d e s c r i b e d  the i m p o r t a n c e ,  

f u n c t i o n s  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a good l e g i sl a t i o n.  He
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r e c o m m e n d e d  for the h e al th y g ro w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

the p u b l i c library s y s t e m  in the country. Based on the

r ep o r t  of the c o m m i s s i o n  and that of L.C. key s u b m i t t e d

to the M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n  in 1955, a s u i t a b l e  l e g i s 

lation cou l d  be framed. The main o u t l i n e  of his plan is 

given below:

Dr. Saiful Islam s u g g e s t  that the w h ol e library s y s t e m  

in the c o u n t r y  will be g o v e r n m e n t  by three a u t h o r i t i e s  

i . e . ,

1. Na t i o n a l  L ib r a r y  Council.

2. P r o v i n c i a l  L i b r a r y  Board.

3. Lib r a r y  D i r e c t o r a t e .

N a t i o n a l L ib ra r y  Council

The N a tional L i br a r y  Council w h i c h  is e n t i r e l y  a 

Cen t r a l  unit shall c o n s i s t  of :

a. The M i n i s t r y  of E d u c ation, as Chairman.

b. The D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l  of Librar i e s ,  as Se c r e t a r y .

c. The S e cr et a r y ,  E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t me nt .

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



d. The Li b r a r i a n ,  Central N a tional Library.

e. Two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the I n t e r - U n i v e r s i t y  Board of 

each Wing.

f. One p er s o n  n o m i n a t e d  by the P l a n n i n g  C o m m is si on ,  

g . Pres i d e n t , P L A .

h. Two m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  n o m i n a t e d  by the 

S p e a k e  r .

i. Two library e x p e r t s  n o m i n a t e d  by the C h a irman.

F u n c t i o n

The N a tional L ib ra r y  Council shall be an a d v i s o r y  body 

and shall:

a. p r e p a r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  plans for libraries;

b. fix m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  of library service;

c. c o n d u c t  p er io d i c a l  review of the a c t i v i t i e s  in general

d. s u g g e s t  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  when n ec es s a r y ,  in the library 

l e g i s l a t i o n ;

e. e n s ur e  bet t e r  library t r a i n i n g  f a c il i t i e s ;

f. a d v i s e  the G o v e r n m e n t  on all m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  the
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G o v e r n m e n t ’s library r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and p r o g r a m me s;

g. e n t r u s t  for the i r  e f f e c t i v e  ex e c u t i o n ;

h. meet at least once a year.

R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the G o v e r n m e n t

The P r o v i n ci al  G o v e r n m e n t  be e n t r u s t e d  with the 

f o l l o w i n g  m i n i m u m  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s :

i. A c q u i r e  all such books that can p r o m o t e  

e d u c a t i o n a l ,  Cu l t u r a l ,  sp i r i t u a l ,  ec o n o m i c ,  and social 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of the province.

ii. P ro v i d e  a d e q u a t e  library s e r v i c e  to all G o v e r n m e n t  

d e p a r t m e n t s .

iii. P r o m o t e  the use of books to the e n r i c h m e n t  of the 

p e o p l e ’s lives.

iv. S p o n s o r  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  b et we en  the publ i c  l i br a r i e s 

and o t he r types of l i b ra r i e s  in the province.

v. E n s u r e  library s e r v i c e s  p o i n t s  in the p r o vince. 

P r o vi n c i a l  lib r a r y  Board

The P r o v in c i a l  L i b ra r y  Board shall c o n s i s t  of:
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a. The D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a  1 of L i b r aries, as ( e x- of fi c i o )

b. The D i r e c t o r , P a k i s t a n  council for N a tional 

I n t e gr at i o n .

c. The D i r e c t o r ,Basic D e m o c r a c ie s.

d . Two p e r s o n s  n o m i n a t e d  by PLA.

e. Li b r a r i a n ,  regional National Library.

f. One r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from the Book S el l e r s  and 

P u b l i s h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n .

Funct i ons

The p r o v i n c ia l L i b r a r y  Board, w h i c h  is a p r ov in c i a l  

unit shall be both an e x e c u t i v e  body to the Council and 

a d v i s o r y  body to the D i r e c to ra t e .

a-  ̂̂  shall e x e c u t e  all the p l ans and p r o g r a m m e s  

f o r m u l a t e d  by the council and e n t r u s t e d  with it for 

e x e c u t i o n .

b. It shall a dv i s e d  the D i r e c t o r a t e  on general terms 

for i nitiative, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

lib r a r y  s e r v i c e s  in the co m m u n i t y .
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c. all the m e m b e r s  of the Board shall hold m e e t i n g  at 

least twice a year.

L i b ra ry  D i r e c t o r a t e

Like the D i r e c t o r a t e  of E d u c a t i o n  there shall be three 

L i b r a r y  D i r e c t o r a t e  in each Wing, s i t u a t e d  in three 

i m p o r t a n t  regions of each p r o vince. The head of each 

D i r e c t o r a t e  shall be d e s i g n a t e d  as D i r e c t o r  of 

L i b r a r i e s  and shall be r e s p o n s i b l e  to the p r o v i n c i a l  

M i n i s t r y  of Ed u c a t i o n .  Under each D i r ector, the r e  shall 

be Dep u t y  and A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r s  of Li b r a r i e s ,  who 

shall be i m m e d i a t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  to the D i r ector. The 

Lib r a r y  D i r e c t o r a t e  shall have no c on c e r n  or a f f i n i t y  

w ith the p r es en t s y s t e m  of D i r e c t o r a t e  of A r c h i v e s  and 

L i b ra r i e s ,  which s h o u l d  be an i n d e p e n d e n t  entity. The 

D i r e c t o r a t e  shall be on one hand a s e p a r a t e  legal 

e n t i t y  and on the other, a link in the c h ain of the 

w hole library s y s t e m  in the country.
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A

F u nc t i o n

The L i b r a r y D i r e c t o r a t e  shall e x e c u t i v e  all the plans

and p r o g r a m m e s  e n t r u s t e d  to it by the Board for

* e x e c u ti on . The D i r e c t o r  of L i b r a r i e s  s h o u ld  be given

the f o l l o w i n g  m i n i m u m  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s :

(i) S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  direct, and p ro m o t e  the library

s e r v i c e s  under his a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  j u r i s d i c t i o n ;

v
(ii) Act as a L i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  in b e t w e e n  the Board 

and the L i b r a r i e s  u n der his control;

(iii) R e c e i v e  Annual R e p o r t  f rom the l i br ar ie s

r e s p o n s i b l e  to him;

*  ( i v ) P r e p a r e  annual B u d g e t  for the s a l a r i e s  of staff

and m a i n t e n a n c e  of library s e r v i c e  of the area

u n der his control to s ub m i t  it to p r ov in c i a l

> M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n  for o n w a r d  t r a n s m i s s i o n  to

the M i n i s t r y  of Finance;

(v) Hold m e e t i n g  if and when n e c e ssary;

(vi) A t t en d all m e e t i n g  of the P r ov in c i a l  Library

B o a r d ;
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(vii) M a i n t a i n  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  for library 

b u i l d i n g s ;

(viii) M a i n t a i n  a R o t a t i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  for i n t e r 

d i s t r i c t  loan service.

Book s e l e c t i o n

Book s e l e c t i o n  at each level shall be done by the 

l i b r a r i a n  of the individual library in a c c o r d a n c e  with 

the needs of the co m m u n i t y .

Funds

The Central G o v e r n m e n t  shall a l l o c a t e  an a m o u n t  equal 

to or above the c o m b i n e d  fund g r a n t e d  and raised by the 

P r ov in c i a l  G o v e r n m e n t  and the M u ni c i p a l  c o r p o r a t i o n  

d u r i n g  the fiscal year e nd i n g  June 30. The p ro vi n c i a l  

g o v e r n m e n t ’s grant must be m a t c h e d  with that of the 

local g o v e r n m e n t  raised t h r o u g h  t a x ation. the total 

fund so raised by the local g o v e r n m e n t  shall be 

e q u i v a l e n t  to an a m o un t to be had f rom the total 

p o p u l a t i o n  of t'ne area at a rate of Re. 1.00 per head a
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year, i.e., the total umber of i n h a b i t a n t s  in a 

p a r t i c u l a r  area. The e x a c t  rate of t a x a t i o n  to be 

levied may be d e t e r m i n e d  s u i t a b l y  by the g o v er n m e n t . 

The Central G o v e r n m e n t  shall bear all such t r a v e l l i n g  

and d e a r n e s s  a l l o w a n c e s  as are r e q u i r e d  for the 

m e e t i n g s  held by the National lib r a r y  Council.

C entral Nat i o n a l  L i b r a r y

The Central G o v e r n m e n t  shall e s ta b l i s h,  m a i n t a i n  and 

m a n a g e  a Central National L ib ra ry  in the capital to 

f u n c t i o n  as a central r e s e r vo ir  for the library s y s t em  

in Pakistan. It shall cater to the needs of both the 

W i n g s and act in c l ose c o - o p e r a t i o n  both with the small 

l i b r a r i e s  in the area and with s p e c i a l i z e d  l i b r a r ie s of 

research. One copy of each p r i n t e d  m a t erial, r e c e i v ed  

u n der the C o p y r i g h t  Act, shall be kept in the Central 

N ational L ib r a r y  as part of a s e p a r a t e  c o p y r i g h t  

library. No book shall be issued to any reader, while 

all the c l i e n t e l e  shall have free a c ce s s  to the
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r e s o u r c e s  of the Central National Library.

D i s t r i c t  P u b l ic  Lib r a r y

Each d i s t r i c t  shall have a p u b l ic  lib r a r y  just as it 

m a i n t a i n s  a d i s t r i c t  school. Its t e c hnical

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  will s ol e l y  lie on the library 

D i r e c t o r a t e  w h il e  the general a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  may be 

looked a f ter by the D i v is io na l  and the Depu t y  

C o m m i s s i o n e r .  Each d i s t r i c t  library may have its 

b r a n c h e s  in the s u b - d i v i s i o n  or tahsil, t h ana and petty 

towns. In all cases t h e s e s  l i b r a r i e s shall e x t en d their 

s e r v i c e  to union boa r d s  and rural areas by t r a v e l l i n g  

or m o b i l e  libraries. The d i s t r i c t  library shall c ha n g e  

and s u p p l e m e n t  the books in stock i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  with 

the n a tional library and o t he r  d i s t r i c t  l i br ar i e s  

t h r o u g h  an i n t e r - 1 ibrary loan. This c o - o p e r a t i o n  and 

c o - o r d i n a t i o n  of the library service, w h ich m ak e s  all 

the r e s o u r c e s  of the nat i o n  a v a i l a b l e  to a reader 

i r r e s p e c t i v e  of the place he lives, reduce the
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d u p l i c a t i o n  of books and w hi c h  help much in the 

n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of libraries, had been the o u t s t a n d i n g  

p u r p o s e  of Dani s h  and S w e di sh  l i br a r i e s w h ich have the

"fi n e s t  p u b l i c  library s y s te m  in the w or l d  today".

1 974

In 1974, a Draft code of P ub l i c  Lib r a r y  L e g i s l a t i o n  for 

B a n g l a d e s h  was p r e p a r e d  by Mr.A.M. M u t a h h a r  A 1 i k h a n 1, 

I n c h a r g e  of the B a n g l a d e s h  Central P u b l ic  Library.

A f ter l i b e r a t i o n  this was the f i rst e f f o r t s  in this 

field. This d ra f t  code is n e i t h e r  p u b l i s h e d  in any

journal nor s u b m i t t e d  to the g ov e r n m e n t .  In this draft 

Mr. A . M . M u t a h h a r  Ali Khan s u g g e s t  that the state

L i b r a r y  a u t h o r i t y  w o ul d  be the library a u t h o r i t y  under 

the M i n i s t r y  of E d u c ation. He also p r o p o s e d  to

and e x p l a i n e d  their fu n c t i o n s .  He also e x p l a i n e d  that, 

how to solve the fi n a n c i a l  p r o b l e m s  t hr o u g h  library

cess .

1. Khan,A.M. M u t a h h a r  Ali, Draft code of p u b l ic  library 
l e g i s l a t i o n  for b a n g la d e s h ,  D h a k a :(unpub 1 ished ) 1 974.
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1975

A s em i n a r  on library a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h  was

held d u r i n g  J a n ua ry  28- F e b r u a r y  12, 1975 at the

* N a tional I n s t i t u t e  of Pub l i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (NIPA).

report was p r e s e n t e d  to the D i r ector, NIPA by the

s y n d i c at e,  c o n s i s t i n g  of 19 members. In the end of the

s y n d i c a t e  stro n g  r e c o m m e n d e d  that three s h o ul d be
T

library l e g i s l a t i o n  as e a rly as p o s s i b l e  in the 

c o u n t r y .

The p ub l i c  libraries, one each in Dhaka., C h i t t a g o n g  

and K h u l n a , a r e  e x t r e m e l y  i n a d e q u a t e  for the needs of
-*■

the country. There are abo u t  120 s ma l l e r  publ i c  

l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  which, a c c o r d i n g  to U n es c o  

d e f i n i t i o n  do not q u a l i f y  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , c r i t e r i a

>
and f u n c t i o n s  of m o d e r n  publ i c  library. T he s e  l i b r ar ie s 

are not Act or L e g i s la ti on ;  not s e p a r a t e d  by public 

(Library) tax, and hence p eo p l e  do not have d e m o c r a t i c  

rights for their free use; do not have lending s e rv i c e

120
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the most t h e r e f o r e  are never d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s

The f o r e m o s t  need for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of pub l i c  library

s y s t e m  in B a n g l a d e s h  is to e n a c t  s u i t a b l e  publ i c

1
lib r a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and for the p r o v i s i o n  of publ i c  

( Li brary) tax for the o p e r a t i o n s  of the public 

l i b r ar ie s  w he r e  e v ery c i t i z e n s  of the country, 

i r r e s p e c t i v e  of cast and creed will have d e m o c r a t i c  

m i g h t  for free use of library f a c i l i ti es .

1. S a i f u 1 - I s 1 a m ,K .M . L i b r a r i e s  in e d u c a t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n  
report, b a n g l a d e s h  L ib r a r y  S c i e nc e N e w s b u 1 1etin . No. 4, 
D e c . 1975.
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P U B L I C  1_ I B R A R Y  E X T E N S I O N
S E R V I C E S  I N  S W E D E N

A N D  B A N G L A D E S H
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P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e  in S w e de n  and 

B a n g l a d e s h

P u b li c L i b r a r y  e x t e n s i o n  work or as it s o m e t i m e s  d e f i n 

ed, e x t r a  lib r a r y  activity, has e x i s t e d  in one f rom or

a n o t h e r  since the e a r l y  days of the Publ i c  l i b r ai re s in

1
the m i d d l e  of the n i n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  . The P u b l l i c 

L i b ra ry  e x t e n s i o n  work helps to keep the library a l ive 

in the P u b l i c  mind and c r e a t e s  lib r a r y  a w a r e n e s s  

a m o n g s t  the people.

In U.S.A. the word ’E x t e n s i o n ’ is used to d e n o t e  ” the

P r o m o t i o n  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of lib r a r y  services, "as well

as in c o n n e c t i o n  with that a s p ec t of 1 i b r a r i a n s h i p

w h i c h  forms the s u b j e c t  of this work. Lo g i c a l l y ,  of

course, library e x t e n s i o n  m e ans p r e c i s e l y  w h a t it

s a ys ,i . e .  the e x t e n s i o n  and d e v e l o p m e n t  of the library

s e r v i c e  itself by way of p r o v i s i o n  of branch, h o s pital,

and p r i s o n  libraries, s p e c i a l i z e d  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  etc. In

1. Jo l l i f f e ,  Harold, P ub l i c  library e x t e n s i o n
a c t i v it ie s .  London: L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 9 6 8 . p . 20.
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L.M. H a r r o d s  ' The l ib r a r i a n s  g l o s s a r y ’ the t erm 'exte- 

n sii o n  w o r k ’ is d e f i n e d  as ’acti vi tes whi c h  are u n d e r 

taken with the o b j e c t  of of r ea ch i n g  group of peo p l e  

who m i gh t o t h e r w i s e  be u na wa r e  of the library, 

such as lec t u r e  s o c ities, rea d i n g  circles, 

d i s c u s s i o n  group, and the p r o v i s i o n  of books for p r i s o 

ns, clubs, h o s p it a l s ,  l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s  etc.", and 

ag ain under " l i b r a r y  s o c i e t i e s  etc.", and again under 

" li b r a r y e x t e n s i o n " ,  t h ere is a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  

d e s c r i p t i o n ,  "the p r o v i s i o n  of lectures, film shows, 

etc., in the library, a r r a n g i n g  talks, book displays, 

etc., o u t s i d e  the l ibrary b u i l d i n g ’s in o r d e r  to draw 

a t t e n t i o n  to the lib r a r y  s e r v i c e s  and book stock. In 

Ame r i c a ,  the p r o m o t i o n  of l i br ar ie s  and the d e v e l o p m e n t  

of l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  by state, regional or local a g e n c i 

e s . ”

D e f i n i t i o n

E x t e n s i o n  a c t i v i t e s  have been d e f i n e d  by v a r i o u s  a n o t h e r are
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given below:

L.R. M c C o l v i n  d e f i n e d  library e x t e n s i o n  as a p r o c e s s  and

c r e a t i n g  and i n c r e a s i n g  library r e s o u r c e s  and of securi 

1
t heir use. Mr. Y o ung d ef i n e s  as " 1. The p r o v i s i o n  by a

l ibrary of m a t e r i a l s  and s e r v i c e s ( i n c 1uding a d v i s o r y  

se r v i c es ) to i n d i v i d u a l s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o u t s i d e  its 

r eg u l a r  s e r v i c e  area, e s p e c i a l l y  to an area in w h ich 

lib r a r y  s e r v i c e  is not o t h e r w i s e  a v a i l a b l e .  2. The 

p r o v i s i o n  of library m a t e r i a l s  and s e r v i c e s  to i n d i v i d 

uals and a g e n c i e s  o u t s i d e  the c a m p us  by an a c a d e m i c

library, f r e q u e e n t l y  in s u p p o rt  of the par e n t  i ns ti t u t -

2
ions of c a m p u s  i ns t r u c t i o n al  programs.

3
P u rpose, Aim and O b j e c t i v e s  of E x t e n s i o n  a c t i v i t e s  

Some of the pri n c i p a l  and o b j e c t i v e s  of the e x t e n s i o n  

a c t i v i t e s  are given below:

(a) To remind those peo p l e  who do not use the e x t e n s i o n

1. McC o l v i n ,  Lionel R. Pub l i c  library e xt en s i o n .
Paris: U n e s c o , 1 950 . p . 90

2. ALA G l o s s a r y  of library and i n f o r m a t i o n  S c i e n c e , e d .
by H e a r t s i l l  Young. Chicago: A L A . 1983. p . 181.

3. J o l liffe, Harold, o p . c i t . p . 21-4.
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s e r v i c e  and to a t t r a c t  them as to that service.

(b) To remind t h ose who have c e a se d to use the library.

(c) To inf o r m  those who use it only i n t e r m i t t e n t l y .

(d) To info r m  those who use the library only p a r t i a l l y

b ec a u s e  of a lack of a p p r e c i a t i o n  of w hat the library

can do in o t her d i r e c t i o n s  than the one with w h ic h  they 

are s p e c i f i c a l l y  c on c e r n e d .  This a pp l i e s  to:

(i) I n d i v i d u a l s  who may read one type of book only, 

v i si t  a s i n g l e  d e p a r t m e n t  only or not be a w are of all 

the f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  in the library. (ii) F ac i l i t -  

es w he r e  p e r h a p s  only one or two m e m b e r s  are library,

(iii) Groups, o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  s o c i e t i e s  w h e r e  p o s s i b l y  

only the o f f i c i e r s  use the library, and f a c t o r i e s  w h rer 

a s i n g l e  d e p a r t m e n t  or small group of i n d i v i d u a l s  r e p r 

e s e n t s  the only c o n t a c t  with the library.

(e) To remind rea d e r s  and n o n - r e d e r s  alike of the l i b r 

ary and its resources. Thus e x t e n s i o n  work help to keep 

the library in the p ub l i c  eye and c r e a t e s  and
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m a i n t a i n s  goodwill b et we e n  the library and the Public.

(f) To inf o r m  readers about all the f a c i l i t e s  o f f e r e d

by the library by the readers guides, etc.: of what

books have been added to stock, by r e a d i n g - 1 i s t s , d i s p 

lays etc.; and what new d e v e l o p m e n t  and i n c r e a se d f a c i 

lites are a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u gh  press reports, library 

b u l l e t i n s  etc.

(g) To a s s i s t s  in e r a d i c a t i n g  i l l i t e r a c y  and b a c k w o r d n -  

ess in rea d i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n tr i e s .  In 

India and central Africa, for instance, w h e r e  e x t e n s i o n  

work is s o m e t i m e s  used a a c t i v i t y .  w hi c h  may be o r g a n i z 

ed both inside and o u t s i d e  the library proper, was 

s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  at the U n e s c o  s e m in a r  at M a l m o  in 

1951, and great deal in this p a r t i c u l a r  field.

S w e d e n

A c t i v i t e s  are c o n s i d e r a b l e  in scope and are d i s p e r s e d  

fairly widely. They include for adults, e x h i b i t i o n s  and 

d i s p laays, lectures, l ecture courses, c o m p i t i o ns , l i b r 
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ary clubs, and book w ee k s  ( National), and for c h i ldren,

1
talks, book clubs, c o m p i t i o n s  and e x h i b i t i o n s .  Some

of the f e a t u r e s  of e x h i b i t i o n  a c t i v i t e s  p r a c t i s e d  in

s w e d i s h  P ub l i c  library are given below:

L e ct u r e s  and group w o rks

The library l e c t u r e s is one of the e a r l i s t  e x t e n s i o n  

ac t i v i te s,  L e c t u r e s  are d e l i v e r e d  on s e l e c t e d  t o p i c s  by 

p e r s o n s  h a v i n g  special k n o w l e d g e  in the s p e c i f i c  subject. 

L ib r a r y  l ec t u r e s  are g e n e r a l l y  two types:

(i) On a s p e c i f i c  topic by a s p e a k e r  who has an a u t h o r 

ity on the s u b j e c t  and (ii) t h o u s e  of ’b o o k i s h ’ nature. 

The f i rst f r e q u e n t l y  finds with general a d ult a u d i e n c e -  

s. W h e r e a s  the s e c o n d  is in j u n i o r  l ib ra r i e s  or in 

s er i e s  for adult au d i e n c e s .

L e c t u r e s  c o u r s e  and c l a ss e s

C o u r s e s  of lec t u r e s  are on the w ho l e  more s u i t a b l e  for

the s m a l l e r  group a l t h r o u g h  some l i b r a r i e s  have had

1. J o l liffe, Har r o l d ,  o p . c i t . , p . 12
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s u c e s s  in this c o n n e c t i o n  with m a jor p r o g ra mm es .  The 

c o u rs e may be d e v o t e d to a s i n g l e  topic, d e a l i n g s  with 

it c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y  from the i n t r o d u c t i r y  to the final 

s u m m i n g  up and s p a c e d  p er ha ps  t h r o u g h o u t  a dozen d i f f e 

rent talks; it may cover a group of rel a t e d  topics 

w h i c h  are given a running t i tle and have a c o m m o n  them- 

e; The s h ort of c o u r s e s  and a la s s e s  are s o m e t i m e s  o r g a 

nized by the library itself and very o f ten by o t her 

bod i e s  in a s s o c i a t i o n  with P u b l i c  l i br ar ie s  a c t i v e  c o 

o p e r a t i o n  in the p r o v i s i o n  of rooms, the s u p p l y  of 

books to the classes, s e l e c t i o n  of s u i t a b l e  t o p ic s for 

study, and for the p r e p a r a t i o n  of reading list. 

C o - o p e r a t i o n  with out side bodies

The L i b r a r i e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of S w e d i s h  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t 

ion has a special o f f i c e r  w ho s e  duti e s  inc l u d e  the 

s t i m u l a t i o n  of i nt er e s t  in pub l i c  libraries.

A field e f f o r t s  in 1956 was d ev o t e d  to 'how to reach 

new r e a d e r s ’ and t a al ks  w ere given c i t ie s and v i l l a ge s
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in the p ro v i n c e s .  The same o f f i c e r s  is e m p l o y e d  by the 

L i b ra r y  F e d a r a t i o n  of D a l e c a r d i a  and clo s e  c o - o p e r a t e

e x i s t s  with w o m e n ’s clubs, a g r i c u l t u r a l  s oc ie t i e s ,

* s p o rt s  and m o t o r i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  etc. An unusual

f ea t u r e  noted in c e r t a i n  areas is the s t udy library, 

w hi c h  p r o c e s s  a room for the use of grou n d  e q u i p p t e d  

with radio, a r e c o r d - p l a y e r  and a t a p e - r e c o r d e r , and 

w ith a f ilm p r o j e c t o r  a v a i l a b l e  when required. L i b r a r i 

es g e n e r a l l y  c o - o p r a t e  c lo s e l y  with s c h o o l s  and in the

rural d i s t r i c t s ,  talks, c o n c e r t s  and film shows are

given in Par i s h  halls and f a c t o r i e s .
M

Li brary W e eks

The s c ope of l ibrary week is b r o a d e r  which i n c l u de s all 

a c t i v i t e s  of the library. It is d e s i g n e d  to f oc u s  on 

the f a c o ; o t o e s  a v a i l a b l e  in the library. E x h i b i t i o n  of 

books a lso play a s i g n i f i c a n t  part of the week. 

I l l u s t r a t i o n  and aids, s o u nd s  and lectures,

v e p i d i a s c o p e ,  radio, t e l e v i s i on , d i sc s  and tapes, film-
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strips, films and film e q u i p m e n t s  are used in 

c o n n e c t i o n  with lectures, d i s c u s s i o n  groups, book 

weeks, and all o t h e r e x t e n t i o n  a c t i v i t e s  both inside 

and out side the library.

Books W e eks

B o oks w e ek s are o r g a n i z e d  and s t i m u l a t i n g  i n t er es t in 

b o oks and rea d i n g  to t h o us e who do not use the library 

or use it rarely. It is d i r e c t e d  to general p ub l i c  or a 

s p e c i f i c  group,, such as industry, c o m m e r c e  etc., or it 

may be o r g a n i z e d  for c h i l d r e n  only. The main f ea t u r e  of 

book is the e x i b i t i o n  of books in the library. S e c o n d a r y  

i m p o r t a n c e  to the e x i b i t i o n  of the book w eek is the 

p r o g r a m m e  of s p e a k e r s  for giv i n g  t a lks to a du l t s  and 

c h i l d r e n .  O th e r  f e a tu re  of book w eek is the p p r o g r a m m e  

for c o m p e t i t i o n  fot c h i ldren, quizzes, brain trusts, 

s p e l l i n g  b e esm and the a c t i v i t i e s  in w h ich c l ose c o 

o p e r a t i o n  of P u b l i c  Library is d e s i r a b l e  with the 

schools.
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P u b l ic  r e l a t i o n  and work with o u t s i d e  bodies

P u b li c r el a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e  is d e s i g n e d  t hr o u g h  the r a d i -

o, t e l ev i s i o n ,  talks, c o - o p e r a t e  with groups, etc., as 

well as the study of internal relations.

E x i h i b i t i o n  d i s p l a y s

E x i b i t i o n  and d i s p l a y s  are using not only books but 

also o t her rea d i n g  m a t er ia ls .  T h er e are several types 

of books d i s p l a y  such as new books of a p a r t i c u l a r  

subject, topical books, f i c t i o n  etc.

Work with c h i l d r e n  and Young p eo p l e

In the o r g a n i s a t i o n  of many c h i l d r e n ’s a c t i v i t e s  the r i s  

but lilttle d i f f e r e n c e  from that for adults, e . g . , a r r a 

n g e m e n t s  for both a d u l t s  and c h i l d r e n ’s p u b l i c a t i o n ,  

film shows, etc. T he r e  is no d o ubt that e x t e n t i o n  work 

with c h i l d r e n  can be very r e w a r d i n g  and can do much ro 

s t i m u l a t e  i n t e r e s t in the l ibrary and the c h i l d r e n ’s 

1 i 1brari an has a d i s t i n c t  a d v a n t a g e  in that she is 

o ften close her r e a d e r ’s than her o p p o s i t e  n u m b e r s  in
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the a d ult d e p a r t m e n t s .  Ch i l d r e n ,  too, g e n e r a l l y  visit 

the lib r a r y  more f r e q u e n t l y , they have more time to 

space e s p e c i a l l y  the y o u ng er  ones and there are i n f i n 

ite p o s s i b i l i t e s  for c o - o p e r a t i o n  w hi c h  is on the w h ole 

f re e l y  a f f o r d e d  and welcome.

M us i c  and D ra m a  (M us i c  )

For many yers some p u b li c l i b r a r i e s  have i n c l ud ed  m u sic 

in t h eir e x t e n s i o n  work pr o g r a m m e ,  and more r ec en t l y  

the n u m b e r  of such l ib r a r i e s  has increased. The range 

of the work is wide and i n c c lu de s g r a m o p h o n e  recitals, 

i n st ru m e n t a l  and vocal recitals, o r c h e s t ra l c o n certs, 

b a t t le  displays, etc. The p r o v i s i o n  of ' l i v e ’ m us i c  in 

the from of c o n c e r t s  or r e ci t a l s  u su al l y  r e q u ir es  some 

body, as in many areas, and e s p e c i a l l y  out side the 

m a j o r  c o n u r b a t i o u s ,  income rarely e q u a t e s  with e x p e n d i 

ture.

Drama : In this c o u n t r y  in recent years the p r o f f e s s i o -

nal in the p ro vi n c e s ,  and t h e a t r e s  have been clo s e d
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c o m p l e t l y  in a g r eat n u m b e r  of places. The s t or y  has 

been told r e p e a t e d l y  and it is c l ear that the other 

f a c t o r s  a f f ec t the issue, the c o m p e t i t i o n  by the cinem- 

a, radio and TV etc.

As in the case of m u sic some l i br ar i e s  have been a s s o c 

iated with the drama, both d i r e c t l y  and indire c t l y ,  for 

many tears and o v e r s e a s  such work has been noted in 

Sweden. In this c ountry, the e m p h a s i s  has been c h i ef ly  

in the a m a t e u r  and play reading f i e l d , o n l y  a handful of 

l i b r a r i es  being c o n c e r n e d  with the p r o f e s s i o n a l  t h e a t r e  

other than by way of such a c t i v i t e s  as a s s i s t a n c e  with 

' p r o p s ’ pu b l i c i t y ,  the p u b l i c a t i o n  of rea d i n g  lists and 

the d i s p l a y  of book s'.

Bang 1adesh

T h e r e  are four g o v e r n m e n t  p ub l i c  1 i b r a r i e s , viz. ( 1)

B a n g l a d e s h  Central Publ i c  Library, D h aka (BCPL), (2)

C h i t t a g o n g  P u b l i c  Library, (3) K h u l n a  P u b l i c  Libary and 

1. Jolliffe. Harold, o o p . c i t . , p .2 8 7
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(4) R a jshahi Publ i c  Lib r a r y  and few oth e r  Public 

L i b r a r i e s  in d i f f e r e n t  d i s t r i c t s  p e r f o r m  f o l l o w i n g  

e x t e n s i o n  services:

* ( 1 ) Art festival

(2) Book e x i b i t i o n  

(3 ) Book fair 

(4) Book week
*

( 5 ) Film shows

(6) L i b ra r y  week

(7) Book m o b i l e  services.

Arts festi val

Arts f e s t i v a l s  are a r r a a n g e  by Pub l i c  l i br ar i e s

o c c a s i o n a l l y .  W h i c h  lasting for few days.

Book e x ib i t i o n :  In the book e x i b it io n,  the books of

>
v a r i o u s  types are e x h i bited.

Book fair In B a n g l a d e s h  bost of the p u bl i c  l i br a r i e s

a r r an ge  such book fair. In this fair the books and

* other i n f o r m a t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  w hi c h  are a v a i l a b l e  in the
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library get place. T h ese fairs are held with in the 

c a m p u s  of the library. In the book fair books are also 

sold.

Book_week Book fair and book week are a lm o s t  same. But

t h ere is d e f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  book fair and book week as 

book c o n t i n u e s  for one week one but there is no 

l i m i t a t i o n  in case of book fair.

B o o k___ex i b i t i on In the book e x ib i t i o n , only the books

of v a r i o u s  types are ex h i b i t e d .

Film shows

Only a few p ub l i c  l ib r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  a r r a n g e  film 

s h o w s .

L i b r ary week

L i b r a r y  week is an i m po rt an t  f u n c t i o n  w h ich show the 

w h o l e  f a c i l i t e s  a v a i l a b l e  in publ i c  libraries. 

E x i b i t i o n  of books also plays a s i g n i f i c a n t  part of the 

week .
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Book m o b i l e  s e r v i c e s

Most of the P u bl i c  l ib ra r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  have got 

m o b i l e  s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m m e .  The M i n i s t r y  of R e l i g i o u s  and

* c u ltural A f f a i r s  and Spo r t s  p r o v i d e d  grant for m o b i le

s e r v i c e s  to 49 p u bl i c  l i br a r i e s in v a r i o u s  part of 

Bang 1a d e s h .

The 18 a c t iv e e x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e  s e rve a total of 118 

c e n t r e s , m a n y  of w h ich are s ch o o l s  or w e l f a r e  i n s t i t u t i 

ons and 80 of w h i c h  are in Urban areas. Ten of the 18 

a ct i v e  s e r v i c e s  are b oo k- bo x  se r v i c e s ,  five are based 

on a v e h i c l e  i.e. s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  bicle, auto- 

rikshaws, etc. of the 176 total P ub l i c  libraries, 38 

l i b r a r i e s  are r e p o rt ed  to be p r o v i d i n g  e x t e n s i o n  

s e r v i c e  and 25 r ec ei v e  e x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e (t w e n t y  in

k
K hu l n a  and 5 in Rajshahi d iv is i o n )  and 113 l i b ra ri es

n e i th er  p r o v i d e s  nor rec e i v e  e x t e n s i o n  services^.

Most of the P ub l i c  l ib r a r i e s  do not p ro v i d e  e x t e n s i o n  

1. Parker, J. Stephen, p o . c i t . , p .3 6- 7 .

137

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



service. But the r e  is one good e x a m p l e  of p ub l i c  l i b r a 

ry e x t e n s i o n  s e r vi ce  can be f o u n d e d  in the J e s s o r e  

p u b l i c  library.

J e s s o r e  P u b l ic  Lib r a r y  E x t e n s i o n  S e r vi ce

The l i b r a r y ’s e x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e  based on a special 

s e c t i o n  of the b o o k s t o c k  known as the 'Regional Central 

Book Bank ’ w h ich lends books to a b out 50 i n s t i t u t i o n s  

in J e s s o r e  and K h u l n a  Distri c t s .  Not all t h ese s e r v i c e  

p o i n t s  are e q u a l l y  o p e r a t i n g  at the m o m e n t  but they 

include more than 20 schools, social clubs, w e l f a r e  

i n s t i t u t i o n  and i n d e p e n d e n t  p u b l i c  libraries. Many of 

the l ib ra r i e s  served at their own c o l l e c t i o n s  w h ich are 

at a time from the Book Bank . T he s e  are d i s t r i b u t e d  by 

r i c k s a w  van in J e s s o r e  urban area and other area. In 

1 9 7 7- 7 8  the A sia f o u n d a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  f o u r t e e n  book 

boxs, each c o n t a i n s  50 books.

The e x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e  of the J es s o r e  p u b l i c  library, 

and the l i b r ar ie s own internal o r g a n n i z a t i o n ,  and serv-
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ice are not w i t h o u t  for i m p r o v e m e n t  : but there is no

d o ubt that the e x t e n s i o n n  s e r vices, in p a r t i c u la r,  

p r o v i d e  an e x a m p l e  w h ich o t her d i s t r i c t  l i b r a r i e s  in 

B a n g l a d e s h  might, with a dv a n t a g e ,  follow.

In B a n g l a d e s h  the e x i s t i n g  l i b r ar ie s s h o ul d  be p r o p e r l y

r e o r g a n i z e d  on the lines of d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  like

G r e a t  B r i ta in  and S c a n d i n a v i a  and take part in library

e x t e n s i o n  s e r vices, i.e. film shows, lectures, library

weeks, e x h i b i t i o n s ,  displays, r a d i o-T.V. talks and

f e a t u r e s  s e r v i c e s  of a r t i c l e s  in n e w s p a p e rs , books,

study clubs, p r o v i s i o n  of m u sic scores, ca n t a t a s ,  phon-

ore c o r d s ,  m i c r o f i l m s  and o t her special m at er i a l  to

e v o k e  c o m m u n i t y  i n t e r e s t  and to p r ove to the nat i o n  the

1
read v a l u e s  of these cultural centres.
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C u r r e n t  S t a t u s  of Pub l i c  L i b r a r v  in S w e d e n

Frank M. G a r d n e r  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  a s s e r t e d  that "It is

u n d o u b t l y  true that S w e d e n  has the most h i g h l y

d e v e l o p e d  P u b l i c  L ib r a r y  s y s t e m  in Europe, and p r o b a b l y

1 _
in the wor l d . "

Lional R. M c C o l v i n  d e s c r i b e  it a s , “The f i n e s t  Pub l i c  

L ib r a r y  s y s t e m  in the w o rl d  today is to be find n e it h e r

in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  nor in the G r e at  B r i t a i n  but in

2
the D e n m a r k  and S w e d e n  ." On what c r i t e r i a  can such a 

s t a t e m e n t  be j u s t i f i e d  ? On f ive c r i t e r i a  can s u c h  a

s t a t e m e n t  was j u s t i f i e d ;  T he s e  are g i v e n  below:

(1) By the a c h i e v e m e n t  of the b est p r o v i d e d  li b r a r i e s .

(2) By o v e r a ll  a v e r a g e  s t a n d a rd s.

(3) By the e x t e n t  of c o v e r a g e  by l i b r a r i e s  of 

r e a s o n a b l e  quality.

(4) By the e f f i c i e n c y  of o r g a n i z a t i o n .

1. G a rdner. F.M. op_. cit. , p . 100
2. M c C o l v i n ,  Lionel R. o p . cit^, p. 9 0
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(5) By c o n s i d e r i n g  of the ideas and p u r p o s e s  b e h i n d  the 

s e r v i c e .

P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in S w e d e n  are s e r v e d  by a n um b e r  of 

r egional and c e n tr a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  24 c o u n t y  li b r a r i e s ,  

Three l en di n g  c e nters, and the s ta t e  a d v i s o r y  Pub l i c  

L i b r a r y  bureau.

1
G o v e r n m e n t  L e g i s l a t ion and s t a t e  aid

In 1842 S w e d e n  p a s s e d  a c o m p u l s o r y  e d u c a t i o n  act w h i c h  

c o n t a i n e d  a s e c t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  the c l e r g y  to set up 

p a r i s h  l ib ra r i e s .  These l i b r a r i e s  w ere the fore run n e r s  

of the p r e s e n t  P u b l i c library. The e a rl y P u bl i c  l ib r a r y  

of S w e d e n  named a l on g on an i n a d e q u a t e  f i n a n c i a l  base 

un til 1905, w hen the n at i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  r e c o g n i z e d  the 

need to a s s i s t  Publ i c  l ib ra ry  f i n a n c i a l l y .

In 1912 the s t u d y  c i r c l e  l i b r a r i e s  w h i c h  are l i b r a r i e s  

own e d  and o r g a n i z e d  by the a du l t  e d u c a t i o n

♦

1. E n c y c l o p e d i a  of l ib ra r y  & i n f o r m a t i o n  S ci en c e ,  e d .
by A l l e n  Kent and H a r o l d  lancour. New York : Mar c e l
Dekker, 1978. v .24: p . 34.
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a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  w ere also g r a n t e d  a s s i s t a n c e  by the state.

In 1930 the S w e d e n  P a r l i a m e n t  p a s s e d  a l i b ra r y  act

w h i c h  i n c r e a s e d  the m a x i m u m  a m o u n t  of s t a t e  aid

a v a i l a b l e  to P u b l l i c  l ib ra r i e s ,  c r e a t e d  the c o u n t y

l i b r a r y  s y s t e m  in o rd e r  to a s s i s t  the rural c o m m u n i t y

li b r a r i e s ,  and d e c r e a s e d  that P u b l i c L i b r a r i e s  and

s t u d y  c i r c l e  l i b r a r i e s  must c o o p e r a t e  in b ook s e l e c t i o n

and p u r c h a s e s .  An a m e n d m e n t  to this act was p a s s e d  in

1947 w h i c h  i n c r e a s e d  the s t a t e  aid to the c o u n t y

1
1 i b r a r i e s .

In 1955 a new law was p a s s e d  w hi c h  i n c r e a s e d  the a m o u n t  

of aid but in d o in g  so i m p o s e d  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n .  In 

o r de r  for the l i b r a r y  to rec e i v e  s t at e  aid it must a lso 

r e c ei ve  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f rom its local co m m u n e .  In 

a d d i t i o n ,  the s t ate g r a n t s  were c o n d i t i o n a l  u pon the
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libraries giving satisfactory service, which was 

ensured by a system of inspection by the library 

advisers. These state grants were calculated on the

e s t i m a t e d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  on b o ok s  and s a l a r i e s  of the

staff of the library. T h ere w ere also s u p p l e m e n t a r y

g r a n t s  to e n c o u r a g e  the e m p l o y m e n t  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  

l i b r a r i a n s  and the m a i n t e n a n c e  of r e f e r e n c e

d e p a r t m e n t s .  This rather c o m p l i c a t i o n  s y s t e m  of s t ate 

aid to P u b l i c  and o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  r e m a i n e d  in e x i s t e n c e  

for 11 y e a rs  until it was a b a n d o n e d  in 1966. The law 

p a s s e d  in 1966 c ame as a s h oc k  to l i b r a r i e s  b e c a u s e  it 

r e mo v e d  S t at e  aid to the i n d i v i d u a l  l i b r a r i e s  and 

p l a c e d  the b u r d e n  of the f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  on the local 

c om m u n e s .  When the law was first passed, it was f e a r e d  

that the c o m m u n e s  w o u l d  not a l l o c a t e  the a d d i t i o n a l

funds n e e d e d by the li b r a r i e s .  In fact, that has not 

been the case. G e n e r a l l y ,  the local c o m m u n e s  were 

d e t e r m i n e d  and have b een a ble to make up the gap c a u s ed
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by the removal of grants. The 1966 l ib r a r y  law did not 

c o m p l e t e l y  s top s t a t e  aid to l i b r a r i e s  but s h i f t e d  the 

aid so that a p o r t i o n  w o ul d go to the c o u n t y  l i b r a r i e s  

to e n a b l e  them to c o n t i n u e  to p r o v i d e  the wide range of 

s e r v i c e s  to the local li b r a r i e s .  In a dd it i o n ,  

a l l o c a t i o n  w ere made to the three loan c e n t e r s  to 

a s s i s t  them in p r o v i d i n g  lit t l e  u sed m a t e r i a l s  for the 

P u b l ic  L i b r a r i e s  of Sweden.

In 1975 S w e d e n  i m p l e m e n t e d  a new s y s t e m  of S ta t e  

s u p p o r t  for l i t e r a t u r e  and l i b r aries. In the area of 

l i b r aries, there were no m aj o r  c h a n g e s  for the P u b l i c  

l ib r a r i es . The e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  inp u t s  were, on the 

whole, r e t a in ed  but they were i n c r e a s e d  s l i g h t l y  in 

s o m e  areas. G e n e r a l l y ,  they were c o n c e n t r a t e d  on

s p e c i f i c  p u rp os es ,  w h e r e  the g o v e r n m e n t  is c o n c e r n e d  

with a s s i s t i n g  local li b r a r i e s .  The m u n i c i p a l i t i e s

will, therefore, be e l i g i b l e  for s t ate g r a n t s  to start 

book m o b i l e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  to lend b o ok s  at p l a c e s  of
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e m p l o y m e n t ,  to p u r c h a s e  l i t e r a t u r e  for i m m i g r a n t s  and 

to i m pr ov e l ib r a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .0n the o t h er  hand, the 

g o v e r n m e n t  w a n t s  the role of c o u n t y  l i b r a r i e s ,  as a 

c o m p l e m e n t  and s u p p o r t  for local l i b r a r ie s,  to be 

reduced. T h e r e f o r e  the c o u n t y  l i b r a r i e s  are in no 

p o s i t i o n  to u n d e r t a k e  new d u t i e s  for the time being.

T lie w o r k i n g  of the Act

To sum up : The p r e s e n t  l i b r ar y l e g i s l a t i o n  in S w e de n

is not d i r e c t e d  at c r e a t i n g  a P u b l i c L i b r a r y  s e rvice.

That has a l r e a d y  b een done. It is not d i r e c t e d  at

i m p r o v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  of L i b r a ry  s e rvice, e x c e p t  und e r

s p e c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  It is c o n s i d e r e d  that i m p r o v i n g

1
s t a n d a r d s  can s a f e l y  be left to local a u t h o r i ty . It is

d i r e c t e d  m a i n l y  at two o bj e c t i v e s .  First, to p r o v i d e

r uc t u r e  of b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  s e r v i c e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  or even

some times, by any. S ome of these are to be p r o v i d e d  by

the c o u n t y  l i b r a r i e s  and the new i n t e r - 1e n d i n g  li b r a r i -

1. G a r d n e r ,  F.M. o p . c i t . , p .10 3.
2 . Ibid
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es, w h i c h  will c o n t i n u e  to be s t r e n g t h e n e d  as required. 

O t h e r  are a l r e a d y  p r o v i d e  by b i b l i o t e k s t j a n s t , the 

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w h i c h  d o m i n a t e s  S w e d i s h  

l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  e ven more than does its D a n i s h  c o u n t e r 

part. From its usual s e r v i c e  of l i b r a r y  b i n d i n g ,  i n d e x 

es, e t c . , it has b r a n c h e d  out into b ook list and p a m p h 

lets of m any kinds, l i b r a r y  f u r n i t u r e  and e q u i p m e n t  up 

to book m o b i l e s ,  and f i n a l l y  into c o n s u l t a n c y  on c h i l d 

r e n ’s l i b r a r y  work, a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and l i b r a r y  d e s i g n  

p r o b l e m s .  C e n t r a l  c o m p u t e r  s e r v i c e  are now a rea l i t y  in 

Sweden, P r o v i d e d  by the e n t e r p r i s e  of B i b 1 i o t e k s t j a n s t . 

R u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  the w h o l e  theory of S w e d e n  L i b r a r y  

t e c h n i q u e  is the idea of r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  and s t a n d a r d i 

zation, the idea of more and b e t t e r  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  at 

a lower price. This the s t a t e  will u n d o u b t e d l y  c o n t i n u e  

to foster, and the c o m m u n e s  e a g e r l y  accept. The fact 

that the t u r n o v e r  of b i b 1 i o t e k s t j a u s t  has more than 

t r e b l e d  in ten y e a r s  is an i n d i c a t i o n  of the i m p o r t a n c e

^b7
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a t t a c h e d  to this kind of p r o g r e s s .  The s e c o n d  o b j e c t i v 

es c o u l d  be c a l l e d  i n d i v i d u a l i z a t i o n ,  to f ind new ways 

of e x p l o i t i n g  lib r a r y  s e r v i c e s ,  r e a c h i n g  out to new 

users, g i v i n g  a m ore p e r s o n a l  ser v i c e .  And b e y o n d  that, 

to e x l p o r e  new w ays of e n l a r g i n g  not so m uch the bas i c  

s e r v i c e s  of p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  but their ho r i z o n s ,  and 

e x p l o r i n g  the w ays in w h i c h  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  can make 

t h e m s e l v e s  p art of a new c o n c e p t  of the u n i t y  of c u l t u 

re and the arts. T h ese are what the s p e c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

g r a n t s  are for, to s how by e x a m p l e  in one c o m m u n i t y  

what can be d one by all.

This c o u l d  be the end of the road s t a r t e d  in 1851 by 

the P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  Act of the U n i t e d  Kingdom, an 

e x p r e s s i o n  of f a i t h  in the i n t e n t i o n  of a d e m o c r a t i c  

c o m m u n i t y  to do w h a t e v e r  is r e q u i r e d  for the good of

that c o m m u n i t y .  It c o u l d  be that there are h i d d e n

1
d a n g e r s  not yet revealed.

1. G a r d n e r  F.M. o p . c i t . . p .10 4.
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The b i g g e s t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S y s t e m  in S w e d e n

The b i g g e s t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s y s t e m  in S w e d e n  is that of

S t o c k h o l m ,  w h i c h  has a b ook s t o c k  of more than 1

m i l l i o n  v o l u m e s  and an a n n u a l  loan f i g u r e  of 4 mil l i o n .

The P o p u l a t i o n  s e r v e d  is a b o u t  8 0 0 , 0 0 0  and the city

a u t h o r i t i e s  p r o v i d e  a m ain library, 40 b r a n c h e s  and

m o b i l e  l i b r a r y  s e rvice. In a d d i t i o n ,  15 h o s p i t a l  in

the c ity are served. L . R . M c C o l v i n  d e s c r i b e d  the

S t o c k h o l m  c i t y  l i b r a r i e s  a s  p r o v i d i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t

1
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s e r v i c e s  in the world.

G o t h e n b u r g  a lso p r o v i d e s  a f i r s t  rate s e r v i c e  t h o u g h  it

has only half of the p o p u l a t i o n  of S t o c k h o l m .  It has

m a i n  library, 17 b r a n c h e s ,  p lus a h o s p i t a l  library,

four b o o k  m o b i l e s  and book boat. S w e d e n  t h ird c ity in

size is M a l m o  and its p o p u l a t i o n  of 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  is s e r v e d

by a m ain l i b r a r y  and 10 b r a n c h e s .  The r e  are also two

h o spital l i b r a r i e s  and a m o b i l e  l i b r a r y  is used for

d e l i v e r i n g  to the c o u n t r y  area.

1 . H a r r i s o n ,  K.C., o p . c i t . , p . 130.
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R e f o r m  of P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  by local

g o v e r n m e n t

In 1952 a n a t i o n - w i d e  reform of local g o v e r n m e n t  a r e a s

>
r e d u c e d  the numb e r  of c o m m u n e s ,  by a m a l g a m a t i o n ,  to 

a b o u t  1000, and now most of these have a p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  

s e r v i c e s ,  r a n g i n g  from that of S t o c k h o l m  w ith its

^  7 6 0 , 0 0 0  v o l u m e s  to tiny rural c o m m u n i t i e s  w ith only two

or t h ree are a b o u t  130 b o o k s  for e v e r y  100 of

p o p u 1 a t i o n .

Full time p r o f ess i o n a 1 staff

Of the 919 c o m m u n e  l i b r a r i e s  in S w e d e n  a b o u t  100 e m p l o y  

f u l l - t i m e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  staff, 13 of these b e i n g  

l o c a l i t y  out side cities. It is c o n s i d e r e d  f i n a n c i a l l y  

p o s s i b l e  for c o m m u n e s  with a p o p u l a t i o n  of a b out 8 , 000 

to e m p l o y  a f u l l - t i m e  l i b r a r i a n ,  e l s e w h e r e  there are

p a r t - t i m e  or- v o l u n t a r y  l i b r a r i a n s .

T r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  

■“* T r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  for full time staff have b een held

*
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s i n c e  1926. M o s t  of the s t u d e n t s  have b een g r a d u a t e  and 

must, b e f o r e  a t t e n d i n g  the school, have at least six

the s e v e n  or so a p p r o v e d  l i b r a r i e s .  The c o u r s e  lasts 

six months. To date some 550 q u a l i f i e d  l i b r a r i a n s  have 

been trained. For sch o o l  l i b r a r i a n s  and w o r k s  in the 

small l i b r a r i e s ,  s h o r t  c o u r s e s  of two w e e k s  are held 

a n n u a l l y .  S i n c e  1948 S t o c k h o l m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  has had 

its own t r a i n i n g  school.

Publ i c  L i b r a r y  A r c h i t e c t u r e  in S w e d e n

S w e d e n  o f f e r s  some of the f i n e s t  e x a m p l e s  of Publ i c  

L i b r a r y  a r c h i t e c t u r e  to be s e e n  any w h e r e  e ven in 

D e n m a r k .  T h e r e  has, h o w e v e r  b een m ore recent 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  in S w e d e n  and m ust of it have b een on a 

g e n e r o u s  s c a l e  w ith fine regard for s p a c i o u s n e s s  and 

b e a u t i f u l  d e c o r a t i o n  as in Malmo, H a l m s t a d ,  U p p s a l a , a n d  

el s e w h e r e .  All l i b r a r i e s  o f f e r  open a c c e s s  to the 

s h e l v e s  and are c l a s s i f i e d  by a S w e d i s h  n a tional

m o n t h s e x p e r i e n c e  as an a p p r e n t i c e  in one of
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s y s t e m .

P r o v i s i o n  for s p e c i a l  g r o u p s

S w e d e n  is very w e 1 1 - o r g a n i s e d  in the p r o v i s i o n  of b o o k s

■v
and l i b r a r i e s  for y o u n g  people. R e a d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  have 

been c r e a t e d  for those who are blind, those who are in 

h o s p i t a l s  or in pri s o n s ,  those who are at sea or 

^  s e r v i n g  in the a r m e d  forces.

L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  to c h i l d ren

L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  to c h i l d r e n  are o f f e r e d  p a r t l y  by

school l i b r a r i e s  and p a r t l y  by c h i l d r e n ’s d e p a r t m e n t s  

in the p u b l i c  li b r a r i e s .
•v

L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  to Hospi tals

The b i g g e s t  h o s p i t a l s  have a s t a t i c  library, w h i c h  can

be u s e d  by the staff and m o b i l e  p a t i e n t s ,  w h i l e  book
ft-

t r o l l e y s  are u t i l i s e d  to s u p p l y  b e d - r i d d e n  p a t i e n t s .  

D e v i c e s  s uch as the b i b l i o s c o p e ,  t a p e - r e c o r d e r s  and

tal k i n g  b o o k s  are also in use.

152
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L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  to b l ind

S w e d e n  was one of the f i rst c o u n t r i e s  to o r g a n i s e  the 

p r o v i s i o n  of r e a d i n g  m a t t e r  for b l i n d  people. Tape- 

r e c o r d i n g  of b o o k s  and the p r o v i s i o n  of t a p e - r e c o r d e r s  

are m ade for the blind.

S e r v i c e  to r e a d e r s

In Sweden, s e r v i c e  to rea d e r s  are on a high level and 

r e a d e r s  a d v i s e r s  are a l w a y s  on duty in the lar g e r  

l i b r a r i e s  and b r a n c h e s .  R e a d e r s  r e q u e s t s  are e n c o u r a g e d  

and r e s e r v a t i o n s  of b o o k s  are made in the usual way.

The loan P e r i o d

The loan p e r i o d  is n o r m a l l y  three w e e k s  but c u r r e n t  

b o o k s  in d e m a n d  are o f t e n  i s s u e d  for two w e e k s  only. 

S y s t e m  of main four d i v i s i o n s

U n d e r  the c i t y  l i b r a r i a n s  the work of the l i b r a r i e s  is 

c a r r i e s  out in four main d i v i s i o n ,  e ach in the c h a r g e  

of a f i r s t  l i b r arian. The f i r s t  of is the book 

s e l e c t i o n ,  c a t a l o g i n g  and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  di v i s i o n ;  then

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



is the c i r c u l a t i o n  and r e f e r e n c e  d i v i s i o n ;  the d i v i s i o n  

for H o s p i t a l s  and d i m e c i l i t y  work; and f i n a l l y  the 

c h i l d r e n ’s and y o u n g  p e o p l e ’s d i v i s i o n .  The f i r s t  looks 

after book b i n d i n g  and c a t a l o g u e  c ard p r i n t i n g ,  in 

a d d i t i o n  to the s e l e c t i o n ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and

c a t a l o g u i n g  of books. The c a t a l o g u e  p u b l i s h e d  by the 

l i b r a r y  is e d i t e d  in this d i v i s i o n .  The head of the 

s e c o n d  d i v i s i o n  looks after c i r c u l a t i o n  and r e f e r e n c e  

w ork b oth at the m ain l i b r a r y  and at l i b r a r i e s  

t h r o u g h o u t  the system. He is also chief of p e r s o n n e l  

and b u s i n e s s  m a n a g e m e n t .  The f i rst l i b r a r i a n  of the

c h i l d r e n  and y o u n g  p e o p l e s  d i v i s i o n  s u p e r v i c e s  this

w ork t h r o u g h o u t  the s y s t e m  and is also i n c h a r g e  of c o 

o p e r a t i o n  with the schools.

The P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  inter l i b r a r y  loan n e t w o r k  

The p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  inter l i b r a r y  loan n e t w o r k s  in the 

f o l l o w i n g  f ashion. A p a t r o n  r e q u e s t s  and item from the 

local p u b l i c  library. If the local l i b r a r y  can not
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s u p p l y  the item, the r e q u e s t  is sent to the c o u n t y

library. The c o u n t y  l i b r a r y  will e i t h e r  s u p p l y  the

item from its c o l l e c t i o n  or, if it can not do so, it 

will s end the req u e s t  to a n o t h e r  c o u n t y  l i b r a r y  or to 

the r e g i o n a l  inter l i b r a r y  loan center. The r e gional 

inter l i b r a r y  loan c e r t e r  will e i t h e r  f u l f i l l  the 

req u e s t  from its c o l l e c t i o n  or s end the r e q u e s t  to

a n o t h e r  r e g i o n a l  inter l i b r a r y  loan certer, u n i v e r s i t y  

or r e s e a r c h  library, or f o r e i g n  library. A l t h o u g h  the 

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  are not r e q u i r e d  to use the s y s t e m  in 

this manner, they are e n c o u r a g e d  to do so b e c a u s e  it

p r o v i d e s  the g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b i l i t y  for h a v i n g  the 

r e q u e s t  f i l e d  and b e c a u s e  it helps in r e l i e v i n g  the 

l a r g e r  l i b r a r i e s  of the g r e a t  inter l i b r a r y  loan b u r d e n  

they w e r e  bearing.
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C u r r e n t  S t a t u s  of P ub l i c  L i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h

A c c o r d i n g  to a s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  by B r i t i s h  C o n s u l t a n t

1
J. S t e p h e n  P a r k e r  in 1979, t h e r e  are 176 p u b l i c

l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  of w h i c h  85 w ere in urban areas

and 91 in rural areas. 89 p e r c e n t  of p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s

are g o v e r n e d  by c o m m i t t e e s  e l e c t e d  f rom among t h eir 

m e m b e r s ,  w h i l s t  a f u r t h e r  8 p e r c e n t  ( i n c l u d i n g  the

t h r e e  g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s )  are c o n t r o l l e r  by

the g o v e r n i n g  body of t h eir p a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h ese

are m a i n l y  the l i b r a r i e s  of social c l ubs of r e l i g i o u s

i n s t i tutes. O nly 6 p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  i.e. 3 p e r c e n t  of

the total are g o v e r n e d  by local a u t h o r i t i e s .

The M i n i s t r y  of R e l i g i o u s  and Cu l t u r a l  A f f a i r s  and

S p o r t s  is r e s p o n s i b l e  for f i n a n c i n g  and m a n a g e m e n t  of

four g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c  libraries, viz., the B a n g l a d e s h

C entral P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  in Dhaka, C h i t t a g o n g  Publ i c

Library, k h u l n a  Pub l i c  Lib r a r y  and Raj s h a h i  Public

Library, and for m a k i n g  gran t s  of v a r i o u s  kinds of 

1. Parker, J. Stephen, o p . c i t . . p . 47.
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o t h e r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in p r o v i n c i a l  towns and rural 

a r e a s .

D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Lib r a r y

A f t e r  d i s b a n d m e n t  of B a n g l a d e s h  P a r i s h a d  and t r a n s f e r

of l i b r a r i e s  and all oth e r  a s s e t s  of P a r i s h a d  to

B a n g l a d e s h  Central P u b l i c  Library, the need to

r e c o g n i z e  the lib r a r y  s e r v i c e s  into a D e p a r t m e n t  was

felt. The newly o r g a n i z e d  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  L i b r a r y

has the f o l l o w i n g  l i b r a r i e s  under its a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

1
c o n t r o l :

a) B a n g l a d e s h  Central P u b l i c  Library, Dhaka.

b) T h r e e  D i v i s i o n a l  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  at R a j shahi,

K h u l n a  and C h i t t a g o n .

c) 53 D i s t r i c t  and S u b d i v i s i o n a  1 P u b l i c  L i b r aries.

Functi ons

The boa r d  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  are as 

u n d e r :

1. B a n g l a d e s h ,  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  S p o r t s  and C u l t u 
re Di v i s i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Library. R e p o r t  of 
the Marital law c o m m i t t e e  on o r g a n i s a t i o n  set up. 
ph ase II; d e p a r t m e n t s ,  d i r e c t o r a t e  and o t h e r  o r g a n i 
s a t i o n s  under them. Dhaka, the D e p a r t m e n t ,1983. 
v . 14, pt. 3. p. 1.
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1. To p r o v i d e  r e a d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  for all c l a s s e s  of the 

readers.

2. To act p r i m a r i l y  as a R e f e r e n c e  L i b r a r y  with:

i. General r e a d i n g  room 

ii. Special r e a d i n g  room for ladies 

iii. P e r i o d i c a l  room

iv. R e s e a r c h  room 

v. M a n u s c r i p t  room

3. To b u ilt up and m a i n t a i n  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  book 

c o l l e c t i o n  as v a r i e d  as p o s s i b l e  w ith special e m p h a s i s  

on text and r e f e r e n c e  books.

4. To built up and m a i n t a i n  a d e q u a t e  stock of books of 

j u v e n i l e  i n t e r e s t  with with a r r a n g e m e n t  for c i r c u l a t i o n  

t h r o u g h  J u v e n i l e  L i b r a r i e s  in d i f f e r e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  

a res of the city.

5. To f u n c t i o n  as a cultural c e n t r e  with a c a r e f u l l y  

d e s i g n e d  p r o g r a m m e  of e x t e n s i o n  lectures, e x h i b i t i o n s ,  

etc. so as to c r e a t e  and f o s t e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e r e s t  

and r e a d i n g  h a b i t  a m ong the general public.

6. To s h o u l d e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  and
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7. To p r o v i d e  a d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e  and r e f e r e n c e  to the 

publi c in general .

8- To p r o v i d e  r e s e a r c h  and r e f e r e n c e  s e r v i c e  to

s c h o o l s  and to G o v e r n m e n t  D e p a r t m e n t s .

9. To o r g a n i s e  c o u n t r y - w i d e  lib r a r y  c o m p e t i t i o n  with 

a view to find new t a l e n t s  in the lib r a r y  field.

W o r k - L o a d

The w ork of P u b l i c  lib r a r y  r e l a t e s  to p r o v i d i n g  r e a d i n g  

hall and r e f e r e n c e  service, t e c h n i c a l  a d v i c e  and

e x t e n s i o n  se r v i c e s .

Book c o l l e c t i o n

The p r e s e n t  book c o l l e c t i o n  of t h ese l i b r a r i e s  are as 

under:

B a n g l a d e s h  Central P u b l i c  Library, D h a k a  ... 75, 0 0 0

d e v e l o p m e n t  of p u b li c  l i b r a r i es  in the country.

D i v i s i o n a l  P u b l i c  Library, K h u l n a  ........... 65,743

Di v i s i o n a l  P u b l i c  Library, C h i t t a g o n g  ........ 4 4 , 0 0 0

Di v i s i o n a l  P u b l i c  Library, R ajshahi .........  13,000

53 D i s t r i c t  & S u b d i v i s i o n a  1 L i b r a r y  .......... 133,193

Total === 330,936
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N

CHIEF LIBRARIAN 
( DIRECTOR ) 310

f e r a l  3
T x  Chief L ibrarian  (D ire c to r )
1 x Stenographer
1 x ULSS

AD1£I HI BTRATI OS 
AMD ACCOUNTS

Pera j 21 
1 x ita e tt .D ire c to r  
1 x Aocountant 
1 x Read Aaett/UDA 
1 x UDA
1 x Cara Taker
3 x LDA~cu*-Typiat
1 x Accounts Aaett
1 x C ash ier
2 x D r iv e r
1 x Despatch R ider
2 x ULSS
2 x M a ll
2 x  N igh t Guard
2 x Sweeper

"eTTKBSIOH, PROCURB. 
KKSTC. PROCESSING 
AHD DISTRIBUTION

PUBLIC LIBRARY 
( KHllIflA )

Parai 24 
T x  L ibrarian/

A a a tt.D ireo to r
3 x  A a e tt, L ibrarian
3 x  J r , lib ra r ia n  
6 z  Teohalca l Aaatt 

(C a ta loguer)
3 x  IDA-cu*-Typiat
4 x L ib ra ry  Aaett
2 x  B inder_2_x jcsa —

63

Parai 14 
1 x Sen ior L ib rarian  
1 x L ibrarian  
4 x  L ibrary Aastt 

(Reading J U ll )
1 x  Reference Aaatt
1 x IDA-cua-Typlet
2 x Book Sorter(ULS9
2 x  KLSS/Ilght Guard
1 x Mall
1 x Sweeper

4 I  DISTRICT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

a. BARISAL
b. JE3S0RE 
o , KUSHTIA
d. PATUAKHAU

16
1 x Aaatt•L ib ra rian  
1 x L ib ra ry  Aaatt 
1 x  KLSS/Book Sorter 

_1 x  l i g h t  Ouard

4x4 16

11 Z SUB-DITI8I0I 
. -AL PUBLIC 

\ LIBRARY

a« BAGSRHAT
b , 8ATKHIRA 
« ,  BHOLA
d.'JHALAKHATI
e. PIROJPUR
f .  BARGUIA
g. IARAIL 
tu MAdURA 
1. JINAIDAH 
J, MKHERFUR 
k. GHUADANGA

?«*■ 33
1 x Jr. Librarian  
1 x  Library Aaatt 
1 x MLSS-aun- 

Sight Ouard

T x " i i  :  33. - - - - - - - - - - -

£13fii5SL£ZLJti4£2?iS

| S l.Io « j l «M  of the poat |sanotlofiadjxxlatlng|ReTl8ed|

CENTRAL PUBLIC 
LIBRARY (DHAKA)

PUBLIC LIBRARY 
( RAJSHAHI ) 57

Pera 1 14 
1 x Sen ior L ibrarian  
1 x Librarian  
4 x Library Aaett 

(Reading H a ll )
1 x Reference Aeatt
1 x IDA-cua-Typlat
2 x  Book Sorter(l£LSS'
2 x  MISS/5ight Guard
1 x Mall
1 x Sweeper

4 X DISTRICT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

a* BOGRA
b. DINAHPUR
c. PABHA
d. RANGFUR

Pera i 16 
1 x  A a e tt ' L ibrarian  
1 x L ibrary Aaett 
1 x MI£S/Book Sorter 
1 x Night GuardTTJ ~ir~
9 I  SUB-BIVISIOI 
-AL PUBLIC 

LIBRARY

PUBLIC LIBRAJIY 
(CHITTAGONG)

14
1 x Senior L ibrarian
1 x Librarian 
4 x Library Asett 

(Reading H a ll)
1 x Reference Aaatt
1 x IDA-cum-Typiet
2 x Book’Sorter(MLSS)
2 x UI53/Nlght Guard
1 x Hall
1 x Sweeper

• 5 X DISTRICT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

a. CHITTAGONG 
KILL TRACTS 

t .  BAKDAHBAH
e . COMILLA 
d. KOAKHALI
a. SYmrr 

Pera 1 20 
1 x Aaett, L ibrarian  
1 x Library Aaett 
1 x MI£S/Book Sorter 
1 x Night Guard

“ 4 x  5 .  K>--------

READER SERVICE

Pera 1 19 
T x "  L ib rarian
2 x  A a e tt, L ibrarian  
6 x Reading H a ll Aaa1
4 x Book Sorter(MLSS
2 x Gate Keeper(MI£S
2 x ULSS(including 

C leaner)

REFERENCE
SERVICE

Pera 1 0rf:x L ibrarian
3 x Reference Aaatt
3 x L ib ra ry  Aastt 
1 x MLSS(including 

Book S o rte r )

64

Pera 1 3
T x  P rin c ipa l L ib ra r ia n
1 x Stenographer
1 x ULSS

TECHNICAL SERVICE

Fera t 14 
■ x Librarian
1 x Aaatt, L ibrarian
2 x Jr. L ibrarian
2 x Technical A aett. 

( Cataloguer )
2 x IX)A-cun-Typlat
3 x Library Aaatt
1 x Binder (MLSS)
2 x MISS

0 I  SUB-DIVISIOl 
--AL PUBLIC 

LIBRARY

a, HATORE
b. NAOGAOB
0, CHAPAI BOWABGOffJ
d, SIRAJGOBJ
e , OAIBANDAHA
f .  HILPAMARI
g . THAKURGAOI 
E. KURIGRAM
1. JAIFURHAT

f j S i «  27
1 x Jr. L ib ra flan  
1 x Library A fa tt 
1 x UXSS-cun- 

B lght Guard

a, COX'S BAZAR
b, KHAGRACHARI 
0. PENI
d . CHANDPUR
a. BRAHMAN BARIA
f .  MOUUVI BAZAR
g . HABIOOHJ
h. SUNAMGORJ

Pera t 24
T x  Jr. L ibrarian  
1 x L ibrary Aaatt 
1 x MLSS-cum- 

Blght Guard

4 I  DISTRICT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 40

a. FARIDPUR
b. JAilALPUR
c . HTMENSINffl
d. TANGAIL

l e r a 1 16
1 x Aastt,L ib ra rian  
1 x L ibrary Aastt 
1 x MLSS/Book Sorter 
1 x Night Ouard

4 x 4 -  16

0 X SUB-DIVISIONAL 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

"3 X 3 -  27 " T  x" B'« 24

a. HARAYANGGftJ
b, WUNSUIGONJ 
C. iiANIKGONJ
d. RAJDARI
e. UADARIPUR
f .  GOP/VLCOHJ
g . NETROKHOHA
h. KISHORGONJ 
Pera : 15
1 x Jr. L ibrarian  
1 x L ibrary Aaatt
1 x MLSS-cum- 

Nlght Guard

3 x 6' -  24-----------

1 « Chief Librarian  
, { » U » e l— )

1 1

2 # Principal Librarian  
(P 7 .  - H ie e ie H

4 1 1

3. SaAler Librarian - - 3

4. Aaaiatant Diractor./ 
Librarian

11 9 8

5* Aaa ft • lil b ra r l an 6 5 23

6. Claaa -  H I  Staff 177 103 160
. . .  -  7 v M t.fr : U 10* 2

AUTHORIZATION OP TRANSPORT. KAJOR OFFICE ECUIFLbl.’T 
AXD MISCELLANEOUS POINTS E t c ./------------------------------ “
1. Tranaport 1 Department o f  Public L ibrary to 

re ta in  tha fo llow in g  tranaport f o r  o f f i c i a l  
uae only 1
a. 1 x Car fo r  Chief L ib rarian  ( D irec to r  )
b. 1 x Mlorobua fo r  other o f f ic e r a
c. 1 x Motor Cycle fo r  Deepatch R ider duty.

2. P riva te  uae o f  tranaport w i l l  be an per Govermr.eM 
inatruotlon  laaued from time to tic.e.

3. O ffic e  Equipment!
a. 1 x P la in  Pnp*r Copier
fc. 4 x Dupltont1 Mwch’ ne

( 1 1  F o r  v ' J f - r t ^ r a  p .rr l
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O r g a n  i zat i on

With the i n c l u s i o n  of D i s t r i c t  and S u b d i v i s i o n a  1 Pub l i c  

L i b r a r i e s  and the d i s b a n d e d  B a n g l a d e s h  P a r i s h a d  to the 

Central P u b l i c  Library, its d i m e n s i o n  of f u n c t i o n  and 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  have i n c r e a s e d  in many folds. K e e p i n g  

this in view, the c o m m i t t e e  has r e o r g a n i z e d  the Central 

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  as a D e p a r t m e n t .  This will give the 

sco p e  of f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  and b e t t e r  f u n c t i o n i n g .  

The rank s t r u c t u r e s  have been c a l c u l a t e d  k e e p i n g  in 

v iew the f u n c t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Basic f u n c t i o n  being r e n d e r i n g  the library s e r v i c e  to 

the people, the post of l i b r a r i e s  have been kept at all 

tiers. The c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t hat only p e r s o n s  with 

L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s h o u l d  be p o s t e d  in this 

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  In the e x i s t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e r e  is no 

post b e t w e e n  the L i b r a r i a n  and S e n i o r  Li b r a r i a n .  The 

r evised set up w o r k e d  out by the c o m m i t t e e  is given on 

the chart. The c h a r t  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  is
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g iven on the f o l l o w i n g  sheet.

B e s i d e s  this, the a d d i t i o n  of e i g h t  (8) new posts 

d u r i n g  the fi n a n c i a l  year 1987-88, the total n u m b e r  of 

the post has been i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  310 to 318. The new 

e i g h t  p o sts are g i ven below:

1. 1 x M a i n t e n a n c e  S u p e r v i s o r

2. 1 x M e e h a n i c - c u m - o p e r a t o r

3. 1 x E l e c t r i c i a n

4. 4 x M.L.S.S.

5. 1 x S w e e p e r

L i b r a r y  L e g i s l a t i o n

T h e r e  is no l e g i s l a t i o n  in B a n g l a d e s h ,  a l t h o u g h  the 

l i b r a r y  and i n f o r m a t i o n  S c i e n c e  and a c a d e m i e s  have for 

m a n y  y e ars been u r g i n g  the g o v e r n m e n t  to i n t r o d u c e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  At the P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S e m i n a r  

held in F e b ruary. 1966 under the a u s p i c e s  of the than 

East P a k i s t a n  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  (now Library 

A s s o c i a t i o n  of B a n g l a d e s h )  and the B r i t i s h  Cou n c i l .  Mr.
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A h med Husain, O f f i c e r  on Special Duty, L i b r a r y  

D e v e l o p m e n t ,  G o v e r n m e n t  of the East P a k i s t a n  

e m p h a s i z e d  in his p a per on the need for p u b l i c  library 

l e g i s l a t i o n  and p r e s e n t e d  a d r aft o u t l i n e  of pub l i c  

l i b r a r i e s  Act. In 1968 Dr. K . M . S a i f u l  Islam p r e p a r e d  a 

D r a f t  Plan for L i b r a r y  L e g i s l a t i o n  in P a k i s t a n  w h ich 

c r e a t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  impact upon the l i b r a r i a n s  and 

a c a d e m i c i a n s .  In 1974, A . M . M u t a h h a r  Ali Khan p r e p a r e d  a 

D r a f t  C ode of P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  L e g i s l a t i o n  for 

B a n g l a d e s h  w h ich was not however, p u b l i s h e d .

P ubl i c  L i b r a r y  F i n a n c e

The a m o u n t  of f i n a n c e  at p r e s e n t  p r o v i d e d  for p u b l i c  

l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  is very low by any st a n d a r d s .  

The total a m o u n t  of f i n a n c e  p r o v i d e d  f rom all s o u r c e s  

for p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  d u r i n g  1977/78 was a 

little more than T a k a  5.5 mi l l i o n s .  More than 90 

p e r c e n t  of all p u b l i c  library f i n a n c e  goes to urban 

areas. The main s o u r c e  of p u b l i c  l ibrary f i n a n c e  is the
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M i n i s t r y  of R e l i g i o u s  and Cul t u r a l  A f f a i r s  and Sports. 

I n t e r l i b r a r y  L e n d i n g  S y s t e m

T h e r e  is no overall c o - o r d i n a t i o n  of library s e r v i c e s  

in B a n g l a d e s h  and no u n i f i e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  st r u c t u r e .  

T h e r e  is no i n t e r l e n d i n g  s y s t e m  in o p e r a t i o n  at any 

level and lack of U n ion C a t a l o g u e  m a kes it a l m o s t  

i m p o s s i b l e  to d i s c o v e r  w hat books are in s t ock in which 

library.

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e  to C h i l d r e n

In B a n g l a d e s h ,  the need for lib r a r y  s e r v i c e  for 

c h i l d r e n  is being r e c o g n i z e d .  The BCPL m a i n t a i n s  a 

C h i l d r e n ’s Section. A S e c t i o n  e x c l u s i v e l y  for c h i l d r e n  

in p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t  in m ost of the l i b r a r i e s  in 

B a n g l a d e s h .  Many p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  have p u r c h a s e d  books 

for c h i l d r e n  but the r e  is no e x c l u s i v e  a r e a  for 

ch i l d r e n .  The c h i l d r e n ’s s e c t i o n  in the B r i t i s h  Council 

Library, D h a k a  is we 1 1- m a i n t a i n e d .
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Li b r ary S t aff

The d e v e l o p m e n t  of p u b l i c  library s e r v i c e s  d e p e n d s  upon 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a d e q u a t e  n u m b e r  of library staff 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r a i n e d  staff a v a i l a b l e  to i m p l e m e n t  

l ibrary d e v e l o p m e n t  plans. As on 1979, the total n u m b e r  

of s t aff e m p l o y e d  in p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  was 

553 of w h o m  40 w ere p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  l i b r a r i a n s  

and a f u r t h e r  190 had r e c e i v e d  some o t her f rom the 

library t r a ining.

M o b i l e  s e r v i c e

The M i n i s t r y  of R e l i g i o u s  and Cu l t u r a l  A f f a i r s  and 

S p o r t s  m a kes it m o b i l e  lib r a r y  g r ant to 49 p u b l i c  

l i b r a r i e s  in v a r i o u s  parts of B a n g l a d e s h  ( as of 1979 

report). The 18 a c t i v e  e x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e s  s e rve a total 

of 118 centres, m any of w h i c h  are s c h o o l s  or w e l f a r e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 80 of w h i c h  are in urban areas. Many 

of the w e a k n e s s  of the e x i s t i n g  s e r v i c e s  may be 

a s c r i b e d  to lack of p r o f e s s i o n a l  d i r e c t i o n  and above
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all to i n a d e q u a t e  to s u s t a i n  the kinds of s e r v i c e  which 

is n e e d e d .

P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  at u p a z i l a  Level

It was been d e c i d e d  to carry out i m p r o v e m e n t s  of the 

e x i s t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  and also it is 

u n der the a c t i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the g o v e r n m e n t  for 

the e x p a n s i o n  of P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  n e t w o r k  upto the 

U p a z i l a  level, d u r i n g  the 4th 5 year plan.

Seven m ore G o v e r n m e n t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s

B e s i d e s  61 g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c  libraries, seven (7) more 

g o v e r n m e n t  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  are being e s t a b l i s h e d  

d u r i n g  the third 5 year plan. T h o s e  d i s t r i c t  head 

q u a r t e r s  were the s e ven p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  will, be 

e s t a b l i s h e d  are G azipur, N o r s h i n d i ,  Saidpur, Sherpur, 

L a l m o n i r h a t ,  L a k s h m i p u r  and P a n c h a g a r .  In ad d i t i o n ,  

a t t e m p t s  are being taken to c o n v e r t  the p r i v a t e  pub l i c  

library of d i s t r i c t  R a n g p u r  to g o v e r n m e n t  public 

1 i brary
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D e v e l o p m e n t  of P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  in S w e d e n  and 

B a n g l a d e s h *

S w e d e n  has a h i g h l y  d e v e l o p e d  and a d v a n c e d  p u b l i c  l i b r 

ary s y s t e m  w h i c h  a d e q u a t e l y  s a t i s f i e s  the c r i t e r i a  of 

best p e r f o r m e d  l i b r a r i e s  in the world. On the o t her 

hand, the p u b l i c  library s y s t e m  in B a n g l a d e s h  is yet 

u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  in coverage, c o n t e n t  and p h i l o s o p h y .  The 

li t e r a c y  of S w e d e n  is 99%, w h i c h  is the h i g h e s t  in the 

world. On the o t h e r  hand the lit e r a c y  of B a n g l a d e s h  is 

23.8%, w h i c h  is among the lowest in the world. A detail 

c o m p a r i s o n  of the p u b l i c  library s y s t e m  in Swed e n  and 

B a n g l a d e s h  is made below:

1. P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  L e g i s l a t i o n

P u b l i c  library l e g i s l a t i o n  are n e c e s s a r y  for e s t a b l i s h 

ing an e f f i c i e n t  library system. In S w e d e n  the f i rst 

Public library Act was pas s e d  in 1905 and s u b s e q u e n t l y  

a m e n d e d  several times. T h r o u g h  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  and

>

a d o p t i o n  of a p p r o p r i a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  m e a s u r e s  at its
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v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  of d e v e l o p m e n t ,  S w e d e n  has now been able 

to offer to its people, a most d e v e l o p e d  pub l i c  library 

s y s t e m  in the world. In c o n trast, no p u b l i c  library 

l e g i s l a t i o n  has yet been e n a c t e d  in B a n g l a d e s h .

2. C o n t e n t  of the s e r v i c e

The c o n t e n t  of the pulic library s e r v i c e  is very wide 

and c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c a t e r i n g  the needs of all kinds of 

its c i t i z e n s  n a m e l y  the general public, p e o p l e  of s p e c 

ial trade, ch i l d r e n ,  young, old, blind, p e o p l e  in h o s p 

ital in vessel. As c o m p a r e d  to these c o n t e n t  of the 

p ub l i c  library s e r v i c e  of B a n g l a d e s h ,  as it is now, is 

very i n a d e q u a t e  for general p u b l i c  and s p e c i a l l y  for 

c h i l d r e n  and h a n d i c a p p e d  people.

3. P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  net work

In the Sweden, c o u n t y  l i b r a r i e s  serve as central p u b l i c  

library of the c o u n t r y  and these l i b r a r i e s  p r o v i d e  

technical and o t her a s s i s t a n c e s  to s m a l l e r  p u b l i c  l i b r 

aries. The p u b l i c  library s e r v i c e  net work helps s m a l l 
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er l i b r a r i e s  to f u n c t i o n  mare e f f i c i e n t l y .  In B a n g l a d e 

sh, d i s t r i c t  and s m a l l e r  l i b r a r i e s  are not i n t e g r a t e d  

f u n c t i o n a l l y  or ot h e r w i s e .

4. In t e r l i b r a r y  lending

I n t e r l i b r a r y  lending s y s t e m  is hig h l y  d e v e l o p e d  in 

S w e d e n  so that if a book is not a v a i l a b l e  in a p a r t i c u 

lar library, it can be e a s i l y  b o r r o w e d  f rom the library 

h o l d i n g  the c o l l e c t i o n s .  The co-ope'Pation bet w e e n  the 

l i b r a r i e s  in p r o v i d i n g  library s e r v i c e  to the readers 

are e x c e l l e n t  in Sweden. The union c a t a l o g u e  s y s t e m  in 

Swed e n  also helps the l i b r a r i a n  to find the c o l l e c t i o n  

of other libraries. In B a n g l a d e s h ,  there is no c o 

o r d i n a t i o n  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  in the library 

s e r v i c e  and union c a t a l o g u e s  are not a v a i l a b l e .  The 

i n t e r l i b r a r y  lending s e r v i c e s  is a l m o s t  n o n - e x i s t e n t  in 

Bang 1a d e s h .

5. S e r v i c e  to rea d e r s

In the p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  of Sweden, the a d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e
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to the r e a d e r s  is well d e v e l o p e d .  Most of the large 

l i b r a r i e s  have got r e a d e r s ’ a d v i s e r s  on duty. In B a n g l 

ade s h  a d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e s  to rea d e r s  is e x t r e m e l y  poor 

and i n a d e quate. In Sweden, p u b l i c  library o r g a n i s e s  and 

s p o n s o r s  musical p r o grams, f ilm shows, l e ctures and 

library d i s c u s s i o n .  It lends not only books but also 

record i n g s ,  films and pa i n t i n g s .  T h ere are a u d i t o r i u m  

and lecture rooms. In B a n g l a d e s h ,  all t h ese are u n a v a i 

lable.

6. T r a i n i n g  of the lib r a r y  p e r sonnel

In Sweden, t h e r e  is a good n u m b e r  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  staff 

to run the s e r v i c e s  and a d e q u a t e  p r o v i s i o n  e x i s t s  for 

the t r a i n i n g  in Lib r a r y  S c i e n c e  as well as on the job 

t r a i n i n g  of the e x i s t i n g  staff. In B a n g l a d e s h ,  f a c i l i t 

ies for L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e  t r a i n i n g  are e x t r e m e l y  i n a d e q u 

ate. On the job training, f a c i l i t i e s  are also very 

in a d e q u a t e  in B a n g l a d e s h .
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7. F i nance

In Sweden, f u nds for the library s e r v i c e s  are g e n e r a t 

ed t h r o u g h  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of local bodies, c o m m u n e s / c o u n 

tries as well as d o n a t i o n  f rom the state. T h ere is a 

s u i t a b l e  b a l a n c e  of locally g e n e r a t e d  fund and e x p a t r i 

ate funds c o m i n g  from o u t s i d e  as d o n a t i o n s .  In B a n g l a d 

esh, the m a g n i t u d e  of both the locally g e n e r a t e d  funds 

and d o n a t i o n  from state a g e n c i e s  are e x t r e m e l y  low, 

i n a d e q u a t e  and at times very irregular.

8. E x t e n s i o n  s e r vices.

In Sweden, m o b i l e  library s e r v i c e s  are very well d e v e l 

oped to cater the needs of the s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  areas 

me mbers, f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  at sea. Postal parcel s e r v i c e s  

are a v a i l a b l e  for the p e o p l e  in the remote areas of the 

country. In B a n g l a d e s h ,  book m o b i l e  s e r v i c e s  is very 

poor. T h e r e  is no p r o v i s i o n  for postal parcel services.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



A

>

C H A R T E R  — X X X

C O N C L U S I O N  A N D  
R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

-4

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



C o n c l u s i o n  and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

Mr. Frank M . G a r d n e r  e x p r e s s e d  in his book "Public 

l ibrary l e g i s l a t i o n -  a c o m p a r a t i v e  study" that "It is 

u n d o u b t l y  true that S w e d e n  has the hig h l y  d e v e l o p e d  

p u b l i c  lib r a r y  s y s t e m  in Eur o p e  and most p r o b a b l y  in 

the w orld."

The p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  of S w e d e n  are f u n c t i o n i n g  in a 

m o s t  o r g a n i s e d  and s y s t e m a t i c  way as they are 

c o n t r o l l e d  by l e g i s l a t i o n .  And the p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  are 

also o r g a n i s e d  by the q u a l i f i e d  and t r a i n e d  library 

p e r s onnel. As c o m p a r e d  to the p u b l i c  library s y s t e m  in 

Sweden, the p u b l i c  library s y s t e m  in B a n g l a d e s h  is 

still in its infancy. P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  

do not q u a l i f y  the true c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of pub l i c  

library. The p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  are f u n c t i o n i n g  in a most 

u n o r g a n i s e d  and u n s y s t e m a t i c  way as they are not 

c o n t r o l l e d  by l e g i s l a t i o n  and the p u b l i c  library s y s t e m  

also s u f f e r s  f rom lack of q u a l i f i e d  and t r a i n e d  library
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p e r s o n n e l .  P u b l i c  library is an i m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  

w h i c h  helps to build a bet t e r  s o c i e t y  by e n h a n c i n g  the 

c r e a t i v e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  and the k n o w l e d g e  of the people. 

So the p u b l i c  s y s t e m  in B a n g l a d e s h  m ust be d e v e l o p e d  

and i m p r o v e d  in m o d e r n  lines.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

In the light of the e x p e r i e n c e  g a i n e d  in the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of p u b l i c  library s y s t e m  IN Sweden, the 

f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  are made of the h e a l t h y  

growth and d e v e l o p m e n t  of the p u b l l i c  library s y s t e m  in 

B a n g l a d e s h .

1 L i b r a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n

In m o s t  of the a d v a n c e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  do 

have l e g i s l a t i v e  s a n c t i o n  for their s y s t e m a t i c  and 

s a t i s f a c t o r i e s  growth. P r o p e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  is the p r e 

r e q u i s i t e  of a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  pub l i c  library s y s t e m  

w h ich will p r o v i d e  for the s e t t i n g  up and m a n a g e m e n t  of 

a n e t w o r k  of l i b r a r i e s  g i v i n g  books on loan free to the
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general public. But in B a n g l a d e s h  there is no library 

le g i s l a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  the l ibrary p r o f e s s i o n  has for 

many years been urgi n g  the g o v e r n m e n t  to i n t r o d u c e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  W i t h o u t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  the 

p ubl i c  library s y s t e m  of B a n g l a d e s h  can not develop. 

So, in B a n g l a d e s h  there sho u l d  be p u b l i c  library 

l e g i s l a t i o n  as early as possible.

2. F i n a n c e

In B a n g l a d e s h ,  at p r e s e n t  the a m o u n t  of f i n a n c e  

p r o v i d e d  for p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  is very low. G o v e r n m e n t  

must raise the a m o u n t  of f i n a n c e  for p u b l i c  libraries.

3. O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  S t r u c t u r e

It will be i m p o s s i b l e  to p r o m o t e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in B a n g l a d e s h  w i t h o u t  f i r s t

e s t a b l i s h i n g  an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  

plans for library d e v e l o p m e n t  can be put into effect.

4. L i b r a r y  e d u c a t i o n  and i n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g

The n u m b e r  of t r a i n e d  l i b r a r i a n  is very small in
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B a n g l a d e s h .  So, for the t r a i n i n g  of the library 

p e r s o n n e l ,  a d e q u a t e  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  must be 

p r o v i d e d  w ith in the country. And also p r o v i s i o n  m ust 

be made for h i g h e r  t r a i n i n g  abr o a d  of the library 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  P r o v i s i o n  must be m ade for i n c r e a s i n g  

the i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s .

5. S e r v i c e

The range of s e r v i c e  in B a n g l a d e s h ,  p r o v i d e d  by publ i c  

l i b r a r i e s  to t h eir u s ers be e x t e n d e d  b e y o n d  the basic 

and lending and rea d i n g  room s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be 

p r o v i d e d  by all p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  to inc l u d e  at least, 

p r o p e r  r e f e r e n c e  and r e q u e s t  services.

6. M o b i l e  s e r v i c e

It is o b v i o u s  that a n e t w o r k  of m o b i l e  library units 

have to be p l a n n e d  for the p u r p o s e  of s e r v i n g  remote 

c o m m u n i t i e s  far from the main library. T h e r e  s h o u l d  be 

a r e a s o n a b l e  n u m b e r  of m o b i l e  vans to d i s t r i b u t e  books 

to remote a r e a s  of B a n g l a d e s h .
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7. S e r v i c e  to c h i l d r e n

The need for library s e r v i c e  for c h i l d r e n  is being 

r e c o g n i z e d ,  in B a n g l a d e s h .  The B a n g l a d e s h  Central 

P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  m a i n t a i n s  a c h i l d r e n ’s section. A 

s e c t i o n  e x c l u s i v e l y  for c h i l d r e n  is p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n 

e x i s t e n t  in most of the libraries. Some public 

l i b r a r i e s  have p u r c h a s e d  books for ch i l d r e n ,  but it has 

not been p o s s i b l e  for them to make an e x c l u s i v e  area 

for chi l d r e n .  So, it is e s s e n t i a l  that a s e c t i o n  for 

c h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  form an integral of e v ery publ i c  

1 i b r a r y .

8. E x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e

E x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e  i.e. lectures, d i s p l a y s ,  radio and 

TV. talks, clu b s  and o t h e r  special m a t e r i a l s  shou l d  be 

p r o v i d e d  by p u b l i c  libraries.

9. L i b r a r y  C o - o p e r a t i o n

In B a n g l a d e s h ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  library c o - o p e r a t i o n  is n o n 

e x i stent. T h e r e  is an u r g e n t  need to e s t a b l i s h  the
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p r a c t i c e  of c o - o p e r a t i o n  a m ong all the libraries. If an 

i n t e r - 1 ibrary loan s y s t e m  e x i s t e d  among the libraries, 

it w o u l d  have been e a s i e r  to c o l l e c t  a v a i l a b l e

m a t e r i a l s  t h ose are n e e d e d  by the readers. If a Union

c a t a l o g u e  of the s i g n i f i c a n t  h o l d i n g s  of all l i b r a r i e s  

are m a i n t a i n e d ,  it will be easy to t r ace any book 

a v a i l a b l e  any w h e r e  in the country.

10. A Cul t u r a l  C e n t r e

In a d v a n c e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  the p u b l i c  library has been 

r e c o g n i z e d  as a cultural c e n t r e  of a c o m m u n i t y .  The 

m o d e r n  p u b l i c  library not only b r i n g i n g  books to the 

people. It also o r g a n i z e s  lectures, f l i m s h o w s ,  

record i n g ,  drama, musical and c u ltural p r o g r a m s  and 

l i t e r a c y  d i s c u s s i o n .  In B a n g l a d e s h  also, we s h o u l d  the

f a c i l i t y  of all these t h i n g s  and the r e  s h o u l d  be an

a u d i t o r i u m  and lecture room.

11. E d u c a t i o n  and P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s

The p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  play most i m p o r t a n t  p art in the
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country, as the p e o p l e  get c h a n c e  to c o n s u l t  v a r i o u s  

types of books of d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t s  even beyond the 

school and c o l l e g e  s y l labus. In a p u b l i c  library, the 

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a n c i e n t  and c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  are 

w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e r e  is a com m o n  p r o v e r b  " For good 

e d u c a t i o n  thee s h o u l d  be good l i b r a r i e s . "  It is 

t h e r e f o r e ,  r e c o m m e n d e d  that the G o v e r n m e n t  sho u l d  

c o n s i d e r  this point and s h o u l d  e x t e n d  all p o s s i b l e  

a s s i s t a n c e  for e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of large n u m b e r  of libries 

thr o u g h  the c o u n t r y  for e x p a n s i o n  of e d u c a t i o n  a m o n g s t  

the public.

181

>

4

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



J

y

A P P E N D I X  — I

d i r e c t o r y  o f  s e l e c t e d
F * U B L I C  L I B R A R I E S  I N  

S W E D E N

>

4

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



PRINCIPAL PUBLIC LIBRARIES
1

Boras stadsbibliotek (City Library 
and Country Library of Alvsborgs 
lan): Box 856, S-501 15 Boras; f,
1860; 477, 100 vols; Chief
Librarian INGEMAR KALEN.

Eskistuna stadsbibliotek (City 
Library and County Library of
Soderman-lands lan): Kriebsensg. 4, 
634, 187 vols; Chief Librarian
BIRGITTA WIDHOLM.

Gavle stadsbibliotek (City Library 
and County Library of Gavleborgs 
lan): S. Strandgatan 6, Box 801 30
Gavle; f. 1907; 700,000 vols; Chief 
Librarian WESTE WESTESON.

Goteborgs stadsbibliotek (City
Library and County Library of
Goteborgs och Bohus lan): 
Gotaplatsen, Box 5404, S-402 29
Gote- borg; tel. (031) 81-04-80;
f. 1861; 1,600,000 vols; Chief
Librarian INGER EIDE- JENSEN.

Gotlands Lansbibliotek (City and
County Library): Hastgatan 24, 621
81 Visby; tel.(0498) 69-000; f.
1865; 430,000 vols; Chief Librarian 
LEENA EKL0F.

Halmstads stadsbibliotek (City
Library and County Library of
Hallands lan): Fredsgatan 2,
Halmstad; f. 1922; 500,000 vols;
Chief Librarian KERSTIN ULLANDER.

Jamtlands 13ns bibliotek (City
Library of Ostersund and County 
Library of jamtlands lan): 
RSdhusgatan 25-27, 831 80 Ostersund; 
tel. (063) 14-30-00; f.1833;
includes the library of Univ.
College at Ostersund; 550,000 vols,
Chief Librarian JO. SEVEN GLASER.

JbnkOpings stadsbibliotek (City 
Library and County Library of 
Jonkbpings lan): Box 1029, 551 11
Jonkopings; tel. (036) 105-000; f. 
1916; 700,000 vols; Chief Librarian 
BIRGITTA PEHRSON.

Kalmar stadsbibliotek (City Library 
and County Library of Kalmar lan): 
Box 610, 319 26 Kalmar; f. 1922;
380, 000 vols; Chief Librarian RUNE 
ARNLING.

Landsbiblioteket i Vaxjo (City and 
County Library, Kronobergs lan): 
Vastra Esplanaden 7B, Vaxj6; f. 
1954; 540, 000 vols; Chief Librarian 
OLLE WINGBORG.

Lulea Kommuns folkbibliotek (City 
Library and County Library of Norr- 
bottens lan): Kyrkogatan 15, POB
50065, 951 05 Lulea; f. 1903; 490,
500 vols; special collection of 
Finnish and Nord - kalotten 
literature; Chief Librarian GUN- 
BRITT LINDSKOG.

Malmb stadsbibliotek (City Library, 
County Library of Malmbhus lan and 
Loan Centre for South Sweden): 
Regementsgatan 3, S-211 42 Malmo; f. 
1905; 903, 864 vols; Chief Librarian 
BENGT HOLMSTROM; pubis annual 
acquisitions catalogue, Literatur om 
SkSne (Bibliography of Scania 1974-).

Norrkopings stadsbioliotek Norrko- 
ping City Library): 601 - 81 Norrko- 
ping; f. 1913; 8 branch libraries; 3 
bookmobiles; 463, 665 vols; 51,500 
vols special collection; Chief 
Librarian CONNY ENG.

1. The World of learning 1988-’89. 39th edn. London: Europa Publications,
1988.p.1239.

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



Orebro stadsbibliotek (City Library 
& County Library of Orebro lan): Box 
1413, 701 14 Orebro; f. 1862; 780,
000 vols; Chief Librarian EVA 
VIIRMAN.

Stifts- och landsbiblioteket i Lin- 
kOping (State County Library, 
Ostergbtlands lan): Box 3085, 580 03 
Linkoping 3; f. 1926; 732, 000 vols; 
Chief Librarian BIRGIT VAN ERK.

Stifts- och landsbiblioteket i Skara 
(State County and City Library of 
Skaraborgs lan): Bibloteksgatan 3, 
S-532 23 Skara; tel. (0511) 16300;
f. 1938; 400,000 vols,175 running 
metres MSS; Chief Librarian ARNE 
STRANG; publ. Acta.

Stockholms stadsbibliotek (City 
Library of Stockholm): Box 12199,
102 25 Stockholm; tel. (08) 23-66-
00; f. 1927; 2,225,000 vols; Chief 
Librarian BO LUND; publ. Katalog 
Over nyfOrvfirv (annually).

Ume§ stadabibliotek (City Library 
and County Library of Vasterbottens 
I3n): Box 1007, S-901 20 Ume§; f.
1903; 650, 000 vols; Chief Librarian 
CHRISTINA HALLMAN.

Uppsala stadsbiblIotek (City Library 
and County Library of Uppasala Lan): 
Box 643,751 27 Uppsala; f.1906;
675,019 vols; Chief Librarian ESTRID 
LARSSON.

VasterSs stadsbibliotek (City and 
County Library of Vastmanlands lan): 
Box 717,s-721 20 VasterSs; f.
1952;752,000 vols; Chief Librarian 
JAN NILSSON.
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D I R E C T O R Y  OF S E L E C T E D  PUB L I C

1
L I B R A R I E S  IN B A N G L A D E S H

Abu Baker Smrity Pathagar. 
Jhikargacha, Dest jessore, f. 
1972, Executive Body (Incharg- 
e). Staff : 2; prof. 1. non 
prof, 1 Books: 4,000 vols.
Lending facilites: Available.

Library Science. Staff; 8; 
prof. 2. non-prof. 6. Books, 
12000 vols; Bd,journals; 200 
vols Curr. jnls sus; 30 
Newspap subs: 17,Readers
served per month; 500. Lending 
service: Available.

Agrasara Premananda 
Public Library. 
Sudharsan Bihar, 
Noapara, Dist. 
Staff; 2. Books: 
Readers served per

Memorial

P.O. Guzra 
Ch i ttagong. 
1,032 vols. 
month: 300.

Amanullapur Juba Pathagar.
Joy Narayanpur. P .0.Begumganj, 
Dist. Noakhali. f. 1979.
Secratary (Incharge). Hours: 4 
p.m.- 8 p.m. Books: 100 vols. 
Readers served per month: 200, 
Lending service: Available.

A.K. Academy Pathagar.
Vill. Gasua, Sanduip, Dist. 
Chittagong, f. 1980. Staff:1. 
Hours; 10 a.m.-4.30 p.m. 
Books: 1,245 vols, Maps: 25.
Readers, served per month:
75,Lending facilites A v a i l a b 
le.

Akkalpur Adarsha club Library. 
Jaypurhat, Dist. Bogra. f. 
1959 Sectary (Incharge). 
Staff.: 2; prof. 1,non-
prof.. 1. Books: 1,200 vols,
maps:10. Readers served per 
month: 150. Lendinng
facilites: Available.

A.K.M. Abdur Rab Pathagar. 
Maligonj, Dist. Chandpur. f. 
1972. Secratary (Incharge). 
Staff; 2. Books: 725 vols.
Readers served per month; 100. 
Lending service: Available.

Amar public library. P.O. & 
U.Z. ADaudkandi, Dist. Comilla 
f. 1976. Lion; M d . Siddiqur 
Rahman, H.S.C. Staff; 3; prof. 
1, non-prof. 2. Books; 989 
vols. Bd,. journals; 2 vols. 
Curr. jnls. subs; 1. Newspap 
subs; 1. Readers served per 
month ; 100. Lending service: 
Avai1able.

Annanda Gobinda Public
Library. Abdul Hamid Road, 
Dist. Pabna. Tel, 5264 Staff;
7, Books; 9,716 vols. Readers 
served per month ; 415.

Annesa Gana Pathagar.
Jeroine, Dist. Comills,
f.1969. Executive Council 
(Incharge). Staff; 2; prof. 1, 
non-prof. 1, Hours; 430 p.m. -
8.30 p.m. Books; 550 vols.
Readers served per month; 
600,Lending service: Availabl- 
e .

1. Parvin, Rawshan Ara. Public libraries in Great Britain 
and Bangladesh. Dhaka; Sheikh Publishers, 1988.p. 115.
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A1 i Ahmed paura Pathagar. 
Bangladesh Sarak, Dest.
Narayanganj.f . 1929. Asstt,
Libn. M d . Asmat Ali Chowdhury. 
S.S.C. & Certificat course in 

V" Library Science. Staff; 8;
prof. 2. non-prof. 6. Books, 
12000 vols; Bd,journals; 200 
vols Curr. jnls sus; 30 
Newspap subs: 17,Readers
served per month; 500. Lending 
service: Available.

Amanullapur Juba Pathagar.
Joy Narayanpur. P .0.Begumganj, 

y. Dist. Noakhal i . f. 1979.
* Secratary (Incharge). Hours: 4

p.m.- 8 p.m. Books: 100 vols. 
Readers served per month: 200, 
Lending service: Available.

Amar public library. P.O. & 
U.Z. ADaudkandi, Dist. Comilla 
f. 1976. Lion; M d . Siddiqur 
Rahman, H.S.C. Staff; 3; prof. 
1, non-prof. 2. Books; 989
vols. Bd,. journals; 2 vols. 
Curr. jnls. subs; 1. Newspap 
subs; 1. Readers served per
month ; 100. Lending service: 
Avai1able.

Annanda Gobinda Public
Library. Abdul Hamid Road, 
Dist. Pabna. Tel, 5264 Staff;
7, Books; 9,716 vols. Readers 
served per month ; 415.

>
Annesa Gana Pathagar.
Jeroine, Dist. Comills,
f.1969. Executive Council 
(Incharge). Staff; 2; prof. 1, 
non-prof. 1, Hours; 430 p.m. -
8.30 p.m. Books; 550 vols.
Readers served per month; 
600,Lending service: Availabl- 
e .

*******************************
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MAP OF BANGLADESH
SHOWING LOCATION OF 176 PUBLIC LIBRARIES

ACCORDING TO PARKER’S REPORT.
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B I B L I O G R A P H Y

A b u - S a i d ,  M u h a m m a d ,  P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in East Pakistan; 

some t h o u g h t s  on library d e v e l o p m e n t .  E a s t e r n  L i b r a r i a n  

v . 3 ( 2 ) : 17-38 N o v ’74.

A b u _ S a i d ,  M u h a m m a d .  P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in East Pakistan; 

Y e s t e r d a y  and today. Dhaka; G r e e n  Book house, 1968.

1 1 6p .

ALA. The ALA G l o s s a r y  of l i b r a r i e s  and i n f o r m a t i o n  

Science, e d . by H e a r t s i l l  Young. C h icago: A m e r i c a n

Lib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  . 1 983 . p . 181 .

Ba n g l a d e s h .  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n ,  S p o r t s  and C u l t u r e

Division. D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Library. R e p o r t  of the

martial law c o m m i t t e e  on o r g a n i s a t i o n  setup, p h ase II,

d e p a r t m e n t s ,  d i r e c t o r a t e s  and o t h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  

d i r e c t o r a t e  and o t h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  under them. Dhaka: 

The D e p a r t m e n t ,1983. v. 14. pt. 3. 12p.

E n c y c l o p e d i a  of lib r a r y  and i n f o r m a t i o n  Science, ed. by 

All e n  Kent and H a r o l d  Lancour. New York: Marcel Dekker,
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v . 24: 3 4 0

G ardner, Frank M. P u b l i c  library l e g i s l a t i o n ;  a 

c o m p a r a t i v e  Study. Paris: Unesco, 1971. p . 97- 1 06.

* H a r r i s o n  , K.C. The L i b r a r i e s  in S c a n d i n a v i a ,L o n d o n ;

A n d r e  D e u t c h ,1969. p . 87-130.

H a r r i s o n  , K.C. The L i b r a r y  and the c o m m u n i t y .  London: 

A n d r e  Deutch, 1966. p. 18.
r

H e intze, Ingeborg. The o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the small pub l i c  

library. Paris: U n e s c o , 1 963. p . 9-10.

Houle, C.O. L i b r a r i e s  in a d ult and f u n d a m e n t a l  

ed u c a t i o n ;  the rep o r t  of the M a l m o  Seminar. Paris:

Unesco, 1951. p. 137.

Hu s s a i n ,  Ahmed. "The need for P u b l i c  Lib r a r y  

l e g i s l a t i o n  in P a k i s t a n . "  In the need for public

lib r a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  being the p r o c e e d i n g s  of the 

Seminar, e d .by M. S i d d i q  Khan and T.J. Maughan. Dhaka: 

East P a k i s t a n  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  and B r i t i s h  

j. c o unc i 1 , 1 9 6 6 . p. 63.
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Jo l liffe, Harold. P u b l i c  library e x t e n s i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  

London: :Li b r ary A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 968-24.

Khan. A.M. M o t a h h a r  A 1 i . P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  in East 

P a k istan, E a s t e r n  L i b r arian, v. 4(1): 5 4 - 7 ’69.

M c C o l v i n ,  Lionel R. The C h a n c e  to read: Publ i c

l i b r a r i e s  in the w o r l d  today. London: Pho n i x  House,

1957. p . 12, 90,187.

M unford, W.A. Penny rale; a s p e c t s  of B r i t i s h  Publ i c  

L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1 9 6 9 . 150p.

Murison, W.J. The p u b l i c  library : its origins, p u r p o s e

and s i g n i f i c a n c e .  2nd. rev. edn. London: G e o r g e  Garrap,

1997 1. 244 p .

P a r k e r ,J . Stephen. B a n g l a d e s h  p u b l i c  lib r a r y  Survey: 

final report. London: L i b r a r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o n s u l t a n t s ,

1979. v.1 and 2.

Saiful Islam,K. M. L i b r a r i e s  in E d u c a t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n

report. B a n g l a d e s h  L i b r a r y  S c i e n c e  N e w s b u 11e t i n ,n o . 

4:5-7 Dec ’75.
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Saiful Islam,K. M. L i b r a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  in Pakistan. 

Dawn Feb. 1 7 - 1 9 ’68.

Vollans, R o b e r t  F.ed. L i b r a r i e s  for the p e o p l e ;

* i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  in 1 i brari anshi p in h o n o u r  of

Lionel R. M c C o l v i n .  London: L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1968.

p . 184-7.
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Gardner, Frank M., 37 

Harrison, K.C., 17 

Heintze, Xngeborg, 16,20 

Houle, C.O., 90 

Husain, Ahmad, 98

Jolliffe, Harold, 123 

Khan, A.K. Motahhar Ali, 8*+
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Murison, W.J., 7,16,18,20

Parker, J.Stephen, 5^,7^
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SUBJECT INDEX

Adult, 133 
Advisory service, 93 
America Library Association,20 
Arts festaval, 135 
Assistance,
A u d i o - v i d u a l , 42 
A u t h o r i t i e s ,  1 1 0

Bangladesh, 4,46,123 
Barisal, 49,64 
Bibliography, 191 
Blind, 152 
Bogra, 65
Book collection, 160 
Book Exhibition, 135 
Book fair, 135 
Book mobile, 137 
Book weeks, 131

Catalogue, 44 
Cess, 10$

Children, 179 
Chittagong, 52,56 
Clubs, 128 
Comilla, 51i&5 
Community, 24 
CO-operation, 43,132

Development, 28,53 
Dhaka, 50,53 
Dinajpur, 53 
Directorate, 114 
Directory, 186

East Pakistan, 100,164 
Education, 180 
Exihibition, 136,139 
Exihibition display, 132 
Extension, 123 
Extension activities, 124 
Extension service, 123,137
Film, 136
Film equipments, 131 
Films show, 136 
Fishing, 173

Government, 112

Grants, 33 
Group works 128

Hospital, 149 

Hypothesis, 2

Inter-library lending, 171 
Inter-library loan, 36,154

Jessore, 48

Khulna, 56 
Kushtia, 65

Law, 37
Lecture courses, 128 
Legislation, 4,90,98

Library Act, 11

Display, 132 
District Council, 98 
District headquarters, 46,55 
District library, 81 
District public libraries, 63

Draft code, 119 
Draft plan, 109 
Drama, 133

Library Association , 44 
Library cess, 100 
Local government, 36,116

Malmo, 36 
Methodology, 2 
Mobile service, 128 
Music, 133 
Mymensingh, 64
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Network, 1?0 
New Zealand, 22 
Nineteenth century, 8,11  
Noakhali, 6k

Organization, 1^1,162

Pubna, 51»52 
Pakistan, 5^,82

Population, 28 
Postal parcel, 173 
Prisons, 152
Provisional Library board, 1 
Public library legislation, 
Public library movement, k6  
Public library system l4l.

Radio, 139,13*+
Rajshahi, 50 
Hangpur, k 9  
Research library, kk

Sweden,4,123*127 
Sylhet, 70 
Sub-divisional, 57 
Systems, 1^9

Tax, 37,121 
Television,132,139

Unesco, 18 
United Kingdom, 91 
United States, 13
Urban areas, 28

Woodburn, bS

Young People, 132 

Z a m i n d a r ,  4 6
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