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“Let us look at Buddha as a humanist whose the message is for all
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the real significance of his message will emerge and it will help
grow an equitable world-order given to peace and prosperity of

common man.””
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unity for all that had been thought and done by man, within the
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“As the pioneer of a great historic religion, Buddha has a great
spiritual message, no doubt. But behind, there is a wide human
appeal, a defense of human values on critical, rational approach.
Judged from these perspective, in Buddha, the humanist we might
find very reasonably, I believe, the elan of the unity of man, of a
world united in an effort, however difficult it may be, to further
wo

human values on a world scale.
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“A unique beign, an extraordinary man arises in this world for the
benefit of the many, for the happiness of the many, out of
compassion for the world for the good, benefit and happiness of
gods and men. Who is this unique being? It is theTathagata, the
Exalted, Fully Enlightened one.™
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“It is the knowledge of these truths alone, and not any theoretical
speculation regarding nature and self, which, according to
Buddha, helps moral reformation, and leads us towards the goal
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nirvana.
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“The result would be right speech consisting in abstention from

lying, slander, unkind words and frivolous talk.”*
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“If we are not mindful, we behave as though the body, the mind,
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sensations and mental states are permanent and valuable.”
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“... Nirvana as extinction of desires.”* =€ frfel gt wrsa fwgfa <
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“The state of nirvana is achieved when the Saint (arhat ) by
aprooling craving, eliminates the fuel on which the flames, feed,
there by achieving a state in which he will be reborn no more.”*
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“Buddism, therefore, replaces, ‘Nemesis and provindence, kismet,

Destiny, and Fate, with a natural law’, a law that emphasizes that

nothing but man himself is ‘the moulder and the sole creator of

his life to come, and master of his destiny’."*
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“I heve very little interest in the supernatual and the superhuman
in Buddha. It is the natural and the human in him that concerns
me most. Buddha and his message 1 have reviewed as best as |
could from this angle and found him out as a humanist whose
prime concerns is human welfare...I look upon Buddha as a
cementing force that can bring together advocates of warring,
opposite paths and make for a world-understanding on a durable

basis. In this crisis of history when a wanton use of power might
as well efface the very existence of man, Buddha’s cult of
universal love and friendship will, I am sure, forge a bond of
unity between materialists and spiritualists, secularists and
their adversaries, advocates of spiritual values, free-thinkers and
traditionalists and draw them closer together to ensure a better
future for the common man.”*
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“The solution of the vital problems of life brooks no delay and
hence in matters concerning life, we are constrained to reach a
unanimity hardly attainable in theoretic metaphysics cut loose
from life.”"
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“Blessed indeed is the man who renounces is world for Nirvana

but more blessed is he who renounces Nirvana for the sake of

humanity. The last word of ethics seems therefore to be service
and dedication and not individual liberation’*
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“In spite of his studied metaphysical silence, Buddha seems to

have been a prince of idealists. His touching appeal to universal

love, Ahimsa and Maitri as they are called, is no other than the
practical counterpart of the consciousness of spiritual unity of the
universe which is the condensed of the idealist wisdom in its
purest form. His metaphysical silence appears on a close analysis
not as a crusade against metaphysics as such but against what is
called logomachy of logic-chopping which misses the wood for
the trees. Recent researches in Buddhism have shown that the
metaphysical silence of Buddha is not tantamount to what is
called agnosticism. There are utterances of Buddha not generally

taken as spurious which indicate that he had a knowledge of a

transcendent reality but Le did not give it publicity lest it might be

a source of unnecessary duels. Instead, he laid stress on the

feelable empirical aspect of it, more particularly, on its practical
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bearings on individual and collective life. ...To my mind,
Buddhist philosophy has reached its culmination in Sunyavada
which is not agnosticism, i.e. an intellectualist’s confession of his
ignorance of reality but a profound mystical admission of its
hidden depths with which human mind, notwithstanding its most
sympathetic identification, cannot square.™"
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“Buddha’s rationalism is practical, it can face life, because it has
the sanction of a clean heart and the impetus of an unwavering
will. This is the type of rationalism we need not arm-chair
philosophy, not mere logic-chopping, logomachy as it is

sometimes called."*®
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“Buddhism preachers love, kindness, friendship, sympathy,

mercy, pity and other kindred virtuous, feelings. The Buddha

teaches that we ought not to hurt any one mentally or physically,

but love and protect them.”
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Buddhism and Islam advocate humanism and the unity of mankind.”®
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“Buddha’s claim that he was a human being struggling for peace

and, not a god, unmistakably shows he had a keen sense of the

dignity of man and was dedicated to human welfare. Indeed here

he reveals himself as a humanist in our sense of the world. This is

a great discovery for modern man.”®
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“Buddha’s whole life is as a matter of fact a brilliant and

conspicuous example of rationalism being made practical,

immensely practical, His practical rationalism lies in his
discovery of the science of happiness through a scientific
approach.”
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“Buddhism advises his followers not to believe anything on
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generation to generation, or because of written testimony of
some ancient wise men or on the mere authority of the
teachers, but to believe and accept it as true only when it has

. . v
been seen i.e., verified.”
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“... a Buddhist is required to cultivate an attitude of selfless love

towards all creatures, and not merely to the humans. It is universal

love(metta) then which constitutes the nucleus of Buddhist

morality.”
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“Buddhism rejects the idea of god as fatalism that goes against

mans freely working out his own salvation.”*®
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“We may define ethics as the normative science of the conduct of

human beings living in societies- a science which judges this

conduct to be right or wrong, to be good or bad or in some similar
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