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Encyclopaedia Britannica -t fifew*m a1 tafeaet 7t =1t zrawe,

Ethics, also called moral Philosophy, the discipline concerned with what is
morally good and bad, right and wrong. The term is also applied to any

system or theory of moral values or principles.
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W.K. Frankena %@ Ethics aT88 Tted® 7#ovd Siqas 31 e, “ Ethics is
a branch of philosophy; it is moral philosophy or philosophical thinking

about morality moral problem, and moral judgment.” *

Wiliam Lillie ©1 An Introduction to Ethics 9T% I0a=,

We may define ethics as the normative science of the conduct of human beings
living in societies-a science which judges this conduct to be right or wrong, to be

good or bad or in some similar way. °

John S. Mackenzie ©& 4 Manual of Ethics &8 <09,

Ethics may be defined as the study of what is right or good in conduct. It 1s
the general theory of Conduct and considers the actions of human beings
wih reference to their rightness or wrongness, their tendency to good or to

evil. ®
Paul W. Taylor afeswel =& e, “ The term ‘Morality’ is here used
as a general name for moral judgments, standards and rules of

conduct.” *

Manuel G. Velasquez tafeet F=rd Jtev, “We Can define morality as
the standards that an individual or a group has about what is right or

wrong or good and evil.” v

Wi @eR are  Wheee A (7 w94 Alfred Weber 3,

Morality is the legality of the heart, the law which is identified with the will
of the individual. In the moral sphere the code becomes moral law,

conscience, the idea of the good. Morality inquires not only into the act as
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such, but into the spirit which dictates it. . . . Morality aims higher: it

subordinates the useful to the good.

Morality is realized in a number of institutions, which aim to unite the

individual wills in the common service of the idea. *
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., morality is sometimes defined as an instrument of society as a whole,
as if an individual, family, or social class cannot have a morality or moral

action-guide of its own that is different from that of its society. **
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Virtue, for the cynics, is alone good.Vice is the only evil. Nothing
else in the world is either good or bad. Everything else is “indifferent.”
Property, pleasure, wealth, freedom, comfort, even life itself, are not to be
regarded as goods. Poverty, misery, illness, slavery,and death itself, are not
to be regarded as evils. It is no better to be a freeman than a slave, for if the
slave virtue, he is in himself free, and a born ruler. *
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. . . definition of morality as the life according to reason is not a principle
peculiar to the stoics. Both plato and Aristotle taught the same. In fact, as
we have already seen, to found morality upon reason, and not upon the
particular foibles, feelings, or intuitions, of the individual self, is the basis

. . q
of every genuine ethic. *
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Utility, or the greatest happiness principle holds that the actions are right in

proportion as they tend to promote happiness, wrong as they tend to

promote the reverse of happiness. =
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The only proof capable of being given that an object is visible is that
people actually see it, the only proof that sound is audible is that people
hear it, the sole evidence that anything is desirable is that people do actually

desire it. >°
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dissatisfied than a pig satisfied, better to be a Socrates dissatisfied than a fool
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acquainted with both we are justified in saying that this preferred pleasure
1s superior in quality to the other. ©¢
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Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysic of Morals (1785),
Critique of Practical Reason (1788), The Metaphysics of Morals
(1797), Religion within the Limits of Reason Only (1793) &gi¢ atg T
tfosl FoA(E TN FTATRR O oWl ITaTv=g o=@ o Fundamental
Principles of the Metaphysic of Morals Q%6 QT S AEw | TF
AT I (FfoTel Fofre ifae [rasd @R | I G (vsde[ 9F5]
e F9 Tre @6 O Afeel TiEe STAbAR (R Wi e
AN ETes, @ fofd W FEm Mg Wese I atate O FIEd
TSl | @ 2o ol Tt AMge OE1 WAL TR ST U A | O
oI,

G (T BN IR (@ A0S IS 41 N (Wfoel 77, W G7 ovon WHEd

reE TEwS] AR IFTS W | AFIBE TSBA (necessitation) o T#res (T w7

T T, (1R FAeTar wes ndwer “faows | q e fofa wrsadd qqaeTed
e S EeE Wewend e e |

W



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

DA TTS FoTIerd Tl G Sgyaei HIGTwd F(J AN MeRfa wifrg | ==
AGASd Y01 AFCS (A Afedel | SR Fiea fSfaa Som effcfbe e aBay |
D WA IEw Afss Fga e e =nd grae 49 99 33 *fKe 219 @oe @
TS | G AR CF@ F0 NI %Y TPIRTAG FUA AR | FICOF ool
Tqge Toam foafs gemifes Boa afelde | qaren w,

1. sl (Good will)

2. 859 &=y %45 (Duty for duty sake)

3. =¥ s (Categorical imperative)
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1. 5wt (Good will) :
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©EE, “Law, morality, religion are. . [ to the working class-TW] so
many bourgeois prejudices, behind which lurk in ambush just as many

bourgeois interest.” *
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"Morality" means the Kantian morality, whose foundation is the moral
quality of the will, and which issues in injunctions binding without regard
to time or circumstance, then clearly Marx is bound to reject "morality".
But if we use the term in a less restricted way, if we mean by "morality" a
doctrine touching the fundamental human good and the way to realize it,

where "fundamental" good is taken to mean a good which is inescapably
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and universally the good of man, then there can be no objection to

speaking of a Marxist morality. ¢*
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. Communism, as fully developed naturalism, equals humanism, and as
fully developed humanism equals naturalism; it is the genuine resolution

conflict between man and nature resolution of the strike between existence

>
and essence ... ¢
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A | @F-  Alasdair MacIntyre ©® 4 Short History of Ethics: A

History of Moral Philosophy from the Homeric Age to the Twentieth
Century %9 Hegal and Marx S4jita 35,

We can express Marx’s attitude to morality in another way. The use of
moral vocabulary always presupposes a shared from of social order. Appeal
to moral principles against some existing state of affairs is always an appeal
within the limits of that form of society; to appeal against that form of
society we must find a vocabulary which does not presupposes its
existence. Such a vocabulary one finds in the form of expression of wants
and needs which are unsatisfiable within the existing society, wants and

0

needs which demand a new social order. *
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Muslim Philosophy is a wider name which includes within its scope the
strict philosophy of the Qur’ an and the Hadith as well as the ideas of different

schools of thought that arose in Islam from time to time. ™
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It is necessary that a man should know his own defects. For this, he can
appeal to a reasonalde friend who will tell him about his defects. He should
get information about what other people, neighbours, and friends, think of

. &
him. *°

W Ae [ qew P Trr 9T I3 T TS *Me [|l 99E 7 93 W
SSf <ol TFE ASRSH | A TS A AE LI 2 9

. . . Pleasure is nothing but the return of what was removed by something

harmful to the previous state, for example, one who leaves a shadowy place
for a sunny and hot place gets pleasure on coming back to the shadowy

place. *
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In India Philosophy stood on its own legs, and all other studies looked to it
for inspiration and support. It is the master science guiding other sciences,

without which they tend to become empty and foolish. °
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Indian Philosophy discusses the different problems of Metaphysics, Ethics,
Logic, Psychology and Epistemology, but generally it does not discuss
them separately. Every problem is discussed by the Indian philosopher
from all possible approaches, metaphysical, ethical, logical, psychological

and epistemological. *
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“Indian philosophy denotes the philosophical speculations of
all Indian thinkers, ancient or modern, Hindus or non- Hindus, theists

MY

or atheists.
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M. Hiriyanna ¥R Outlines of Indian Philosophy 2T%3 307,

Owing to the spirit of renunciation that runs through them all, the way of
life which the Indian doctrines prescribe may be characterized as aiming at
transcending morality as commonly understood. In other words, the goal of

Indian philosophy lies as much beyond Ethics as it does beyond logic. *
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In general the law of karma (action) means that all actions, good or bad,
produce their proper consequences in the life of the individual who acts,

provided they are performed with a desire for the fruits thereof. *°
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Turning to the ethics of the Rg-Veda, we find that the conception of Rta is
of great significance. It is the anticipation of the law of karma, one of the
distinguishing characteristics of Indian thought. It is the law which

pervades the whole world, which all gods and men must obey. >
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...Liberation in life in this world. This kind of liberation is known as
jivanmukti or emancipation of the soul while living in this body. After the
death of its body, the liberated self attains what is called videhamukti or

emancipation... *
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8 D. M. Datta’3 3545 3a< 341 919,

In the Sankhya system, liberation (mukti) is just the absolute and complete
cessation of all pain whitout a possibility of return. It is the ultimate and or

the summum bonum of our life (apavarga or purusartha). °

(R) et Wt iz graen

SO SANRIMCH Fd ABAI (AF @IV @Fo WY ey T 4l
qY | @ i faeeme w3 afegy 9 T @ SiI7, FH 8 MGER [0 90 F9@
B FIEALE | (AT AT Tore I e AW IER 7, (@a, e TR oF|

bq



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

A% 2[5 &% 39 AR | W2E reE TEW 93 @6 Wi J81 ) oegfE @B a4
LIS ICEF A0 S WP 3 i srege weiw Aens oAfafvfs @re wa | @
% B oFq Qe fafen ae-fEn, w9, smre, g, Sy A AN WIS
TR TA0E | O3 oo oFid % w4 e =i Rt 5787 Jrasfens wam
T IF AT I T TR | (e I TR AT ROFSI STEID! T
T3 W A, BCE APPSO I PHONA (Ao ¥ 21F 8% (373 (17 +48 (wfeFor
TS (A AR | s (@5t it tAfsmera «rRe AW BrE 41 Zeel:

Gl Wi IS YA I Wiwd T 8 *AAE -AAfdE AR @ 7w ea
3 IR GHBIB @5 7 wa wrews) | =9, e ¥ @) AT Faw qonma @
Siftm fAtate sl Wi Bt Wy fNze awate qnet wits Wiedem 7o Adt |
wlAa (IS ST SB ON GF0 %S TN JAE T 20 TAI G, 999
TE, wEAned (aefe 9o gy o wies §iww | @ @9ew S, C. Chatterjee 9
D. M. Datta An Introduction to Indian Philosophy T3 983 ST Yoga

Ethics S4Ita 3¢,

Yoga is one of the spiritual paths that leads to the desired goal of a total
extinction of all pain and misery through the realization of the self’s

distinction from the body, the mind and the individual ego.”
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This Philosophy is Primarily concerned with the conditions of correct
thinking and the means of acquiring a true knowledge of reality. It is very
useful in developing the powers of logical thinking and rigorous criticism

in its students.”
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Introduction To Indian Philosophy 7% I,

The end of almost all the systems of Indian Philosophy is the attainment of
mukti or liberation for the individual self. This is especially true of the
Nyaya system which Purposes, at the very outset, to give us a knowlwdge
of reality or realities for the realization of the highest good or the summum

bonum of our life. **

T Wi S, SR I, I ¢ NG A I 30 @A AEsA

Y] (WIS W7 1S Afede] ¥ifEs e |

Hf 0Ty e AW Y TR SR A Ifed TTa @ FEE I I AR
TR g (Afedel FE Giatee AT Hre e | M weE, sk a1 R
Affge F@ @ AT TR LA I IENE O e AfeS T Iewd
M o el | W 39 fe A#e e Wedi T ©w fefa T g
TN B T8 FiA ARIOE FAET (T2 AR IETS (S 23 i 70d |

tarifEs Wit o™ grae

OEred AN N HIfEd WHAGTARY WY SWrew 3E O3 (AreifEs W | Afy
AW ZEw O3 (ArHES weitaa gfedrel | O3 apifas wifa ware dga™ Swmee

hh



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

IRGAMI | FTE WA @ TATAR Wit Wy e N o w4 T | oo @B o
WIS aBE NS T TW | qB W Y6 agre e g 7 9 7

WrefEee W8 TS NS TT@AE TH-4IRe (SRS AT | O W qIeen
TeIEE FIAIA (FE (el viFelr a6y FH $rote | SO W =i
oA arifeE WAmEE (TN SIS STEhA ST T (oNl LR
WA QCAGAICSS WWE] (WedSE FHA A3 | {5 (qreifys wfree tfowe
oS ALTHCA SEBH] T R

ool ¢FE REd vt qfed dima a2 Sinied IET T4 A1LE
T TR | (SE IADIG(S AR Fx @1 TCACR | WA (914 Ii4d A2

TRIY (@IF 74T ATF N TF ] (A IO Oe-a+ 46 w4 T A o g3
YA PILTA L1 $S TAJRT T A A | AR (TG AR FHPNTT T

3 IO U ACES | RS 4 (WSS WHEACS Y19 I(AZ | AEED WS
g3 2R ©fF T GIMCP AL Fiarma Femiel [R €7-57716 ¢ I Afers @R,
St SIofdR HIAea TG A @ «q0Ta S (@R | ©F QN G| TS
Ol IROAEN T FICAT 274 (AFF 7S I | LAARFA G3 (@ A0S &

TERIN e IR I TS | Q8 TEE S IFACO A JIG(S (g F4 PACO

2 | U3 SGEH ACK [HEGE IS0 S,

TEHE2 YIS QIFAG 2 | 93 TERW @S FACO A [THE IWewa wgpe 33%
SRR | A Hwl, WEON, FEGra offs wal, oy I, AGe!, IFWoE, W fwme,
(YT, Fefa, Sfora e, R vae ofe, TSmO SNV | GeTE PRATTT
8 SRR R fere 389y w3l BB zramg | 39 T3 AAleW (s e B
z | faos TR TET AW @ w0 TS T ST T, (7 7% qUrRY Soeey | Y

doo



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

Sratre FhefE Iam-fReyed aE @ T @ e W Wige TER
arefas witag tafereor S5 | 3 wfa @3 I I TG@RE WA MHE SR
Qs @red (@ i Mg O Srod SefgA | (Faa sg@ial (@ Ta3 o)

FES A oD nred ALY SIS I 4w | T Ffer Wiew o W G
3oz fofe aa oite 6t 3t T (e e a879s | @ &9F ©: A4
FEAAA TG TP I IA-

According to the vaisesika, the state of freedom cannot be regarded as one
of pleasure, and though such an end may not be attractive, it is in

conformity with the logical implications of the system.
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In the domain of morality it is the motive that determines the character of
action, whether it is violence or not, though the ordinary world judges both
violences alike. In these matters of supernormal character, the Vedas are the

sole authority.™
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community and nation.
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The ethical endeavour consists in a progressive approximation to the highest good.

The distinctions of good and evil are relevant of the world of experience, where

the jivas possess the sense of individuality. **
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According to Aristippus the only good in life is the Individual’s own
pleasure. Present enjoyment should never be sacrificed for the sake of
future pleasures; for, what is future is always uncertain.The present is ours.
Let us make the most of it. “Let us eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow
we may die.” The Carvakas also maintain the same view. “A pigeon of

today is preferable to a peacock of tomorrow.” ®
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known in Jaina ethics as the three gems (triratna) that shine in a good
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The Buddha is such a great benefactor because he taught man that there is
no need for them to look outside themselves to any being like themselves or
supposed to be superior to themselves for help to reach the highest

conditions of mind and heart possible for them, **
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In the pacifist movement the Buddha was the greatest pioneer. His first
precept, an injunction against taking life, deprives the man whose
profession is that of a soldier of any countenance from the Buddha for what
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. . the only good in life is the individual’s own pleasure. Present

enjoyment should never be sacrificed for the sake of future pleasures; for,
what is always uncertain. The present is ours. Let us make the most of it.

“Let us eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we may die.” K
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.. . Buddhist ethics there is a close integration of the ethical as a rational
engagement of analysis and argument, as a normative recomendation of

conduct and a way of life, as a social expression and as an intense personal

quest and mode of character development.” .
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Life consists of blind craving, which is painful so long as it is not satisfied,
and Which when satisfied is followed by new painful desires, and so on
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usque ad nauseam.
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In Indian Philosophy knowledge and morality are thought
inseparable — not simply because morality, or doing of good, depends on
the knowledge of what is good, about which all philosophers would agree,

but also because perfection of knowledge is regarded as impossible without

3
morality.
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