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“Equalization of spiritual rights of man and woman, of all and
sundry, is the great gift of Buddha in Ancient India. He
contributed not to a small extent to the growth of later liberal

Hinduism.”*
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opposed to blind faith but highly critical of it. As an advocate of
religion, he was not a theorist but an experimentalist and also an
experientialist. We have the right to believe what we feel and not
what we are asked to. Religious discipline is valid just like a
scientific hypothesis and a scientific experiment provided it
produces the desired effect. In this respect Buddha’s religion is a
science-religion and is indeed a rare phenomenon in the history

of faith”.®
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as rational beings we also find, what Buddha said ages before, that things
around are all transitory, evanescent and what we call a thing is really a

creature of imagination. There is nothing stable inside and outside.”” Tiirow &
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“In their practical aspect at least, science and philosophy stand
respectively for unrestricted power and universal love and
obviously, in a union of both lies the future of modern man who

knows how ‘to fly in the air like birds and to swim in water like

the fishes but not know how to live on earth.”*®
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“The prospects of science for human happiness in this nuclear age
almost solely depends on our ability to build a coherent world-
society on the bed-rock of these two inspiring ideas. If we fail to
do this, science will and must fail modern man. To the contrary,
if we can achieve this, science has a right future, possibly a
brighter one than average enlightened commonsense can

conceive”.”
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Humanist QU8 Iea<-

“Buddha does not even care to analyse its metaphysical
implications. To the contrary, he discouraged such a theoretic
approach and thought, for the novice at least, this may prove to

be a departure from the road to peace and mean involvement in

the tentacles of desires”®®
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“The watch word of true philosophy is synthesis. It consists
neither in an over estimation nor in an  under- estimation but in
a proper assessment and adjustment of the contributions of our
different organs to the knowledge of reality. Both realism and

99

idealism seem to admit it in a general way"™”.
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“In other words, a balanced and legitimate allegiance to sense,
reason and intuition gives us, as against empirical idealism of
Berkeley and pre-eminently logical idealism of the Hegelians, a
new type of idealism which may aptly be called, because of its

. . S
comprehensive character, synthetic.™
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OF TS Q11 | @ &HACF (M9 909w, “Philosophy to-day badly needs a total view

of reality and life. There is no other way to rid it of barren and arid

controversies and make it a synthetic gospel adequate to the complex needs of
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modern man.
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“Thought it may sound paradoxical, synthetic idealism makes
materialism Spiritualistic and Spiritualism materialistic. Judged

from a correct perspective the overemphasis on the other
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direction has failed humanity miserably through centuries, if not

millenniums.””*®
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Aspirations of the Common Man &% | 9% &g T8 ta1-

In this atomic, or more precisely, nuclear age, no country
however strong its natural boundaries, can expect to remain safe
in case of a world-conflagration. That would be a foolhardy as to
imagine oneself safe under intoxication in a plague-stricken city.
Nuclear age has its great lessons for war-mongers. It has little
respect for the so-called victor and the vanquished. In fact, it is a
great levelling down force. By its unimaginable ferocity, it hardly
leaves any the least scope for a one-sided victory in war.
Strangely enough, in this atomic race even the possession of a
larger quantity of atomic weapons does not necessarily ensure
security because by the help of a smaller quantity of these
horrible engines of destruction, even the stronger party might be
exterminated by the weaker. War in this atomic age has in it the

grim possibility of total extinction.”
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“This is a ‘somehow’ which intellect can understand in a general
way but which neither sense nor supra-logical intuition can
apprehend. This constitutes Maya, the great mystery of the
universe, whose grasp one can transcend but whose nature one
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can never exactly unravel.
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“There is a great danger in this race for efficiency and power, in
this mechanised struggle for personal success. Man today has
enough powers in his possession to achieve and ensure his
complete success in the direction of death. Aesop’s Fable’s
familiar story of a tussle between the belly and the other limbs of
the human body which finally meant a victory for the former is
about to become true in a literal sense in case of man as he stands
today. Different groups of man representing different nations and
countries and even sub groups within them, the different limbs of

the human body as it were, are fighting hard for supremacy so
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that in the absence of a cohesive understanding and growth, they

are also out to grow something take a big belly, the alarm-signal

of death according to medical exparts.™*
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significant transition from plurality to unity, from separateness to integrity,
from power to love, from efficiency to goodness not in order to bid farewell to

the first but to achieve a workable measure of compromise between them

both.””®
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“For modern man, the nucleus of knowledge is science and the
consistency of morality and religion with knowledge demands
that they must be scientific, not in appearance perhaps but in
substance. To square his value-consciousness with his scientific
knowledge is the great need of modern man, of his age and
environment. This is what is really meant when it is said that our
age is the age of reason and not that in our age, man is much
interested in abstract logical speculations cut off from the means

of living life and living it successfully.””
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“A world ridden with the idea of right and wedded solely to
scientific knowledge cannot help lead to tensions. If and when
inspired and informed by a sense of abiding love and loyalty to
duty and discipline that follows, a right-conscious world guided
by scientific knowledge can become an abode of harmony, peace

3998

and prosperity.
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“Judged from this perspective the physical unity is as it were the
body of the spiritual unity, and the spiritual unity, its soul. In this
soul-body union on a collective scale, in the spiritualisation of
science and the materialisation of religion and philosophy lies the

key to the prosperity of the common man.”"
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“Perhaps in a synthesis of the dynamism of hell and the pacifism
of heaven lies the new philosophy of life that can afford to give
us joy of life and sense of security, rid us of soul-killing tensions
in human relations and lead us to durable progress. This will, I
am sure, give us a new philosophy of education in whose
practical application lies in a very sense our future as a new

nation and also the future of man at this crisis of history.”*®
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“This sense of separation, this consciousness of separate
individuality does not work in the complex technological set-up
of today and in the old idea of the basic unity of man and creation
must be sought the escape out of this dilemma. In it lie hidden the

outlines of a new philosophy of life and new philosophy of

education that follows from it.””*
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“My personal reaction to such an undue emphasis on science and
technology in our philosophy of education apart, it has
considerably been responsible for prevailing tension in human
relations. Such extremism is indeed considerably responsible for
the plight of modern man perpetually in search of security and

peace.”*
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