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AR STRACT

This thesis focusses on women's behaviour within the
setting of Natunpur, s Bangladesh village. Since women's
behaviour is taken to symbolise the prestige rank of their
respective households and kingroups it is important to examine
1t wlithin the social setting of which it 1s so obviously an

integral part,

The changing fortunes of individual households and
kingroups greéély affect what women can and cannot do, only
those households that have access to income outside agriculture
can expect to maintain or even improve thelr economic standing,
Most of Natunpur's old established households that depend
solely on farming are set on a downward economic trend, mainly
as a result of the increasing population growth and an inheri-
tance pattern whereby not only each son but also the widow and
her daughters have a right to a share in the ancestral property.
This leads to increasing numbers of unvisble farm units, which
in turn results in the concentration of larger areas in the

hands of the few wealthier villagers who can buy up land,

Jomen are cocooned within this soclo-economic system,
Constraints to their mobility and behavlour are directly
related to their life-cycle phase: the older the woman the

fraer she is. The increasing impoverishment of the poorest
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households forces their women to become kamla, i,e., work as
casual labourer for anybody, who pays them to do so. A
household with a female kamls occupies the lowest prestige

in Natunpur. On the other hand, the few educated Natunpur
girls, who work as teachers outside their village add to the
prestige rank of thelr respective familles. Thus the poorest
women are ‘'‘pushed' into working for their living while the

upper stratum girls are ‘'‘pulled' into professional occupations.

The above brief outline is discussed in great detail in

the five chapters of thls thesis,
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Problem

Cn 16th December 1971 Bangladesh came into being as an
independent state, Before that it was Pakistan which consisted
of two parts, west Pakistan was situated on the north-west
side of India, and East Patistan was situated on the eastern
side of India, Majority of the population in both the wings
vere Muslims; however, they were heterogeneous in terms of
language, cultuyre and traditions, After nine months of 1libe-
ration war, the portion called East Paklstan separated and

established itself as independent Bangladesh.

Poverty and overpopulation are two maln probleus of
Bangladesh, Agriculture carried out in traditional way pro-
vides the main source of income, Bangladesh is not rich in
nmineral or power resources but has only few industries., There
are 65,000 villages in Bangladesh, lMore than 80 per cent of
the population live in villages, Thus without knowing villages
intimately one cannot know the society and culture of the
country. Accordingly village studies in Bangladesh are recei-

ving the attention of more and more scholars at home and abroad.

lore than half the population are women, Thus the impor-
tance of rural women can be readily appreclated, As most of

the Bangladesh population reside in villages, both Government
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and private sectors consider rural development of strategic
importance., Government and non-governmental bodjes have been
planning and implementing different rural development pro-
grammes with a view to alleviating the worst poverty. However,
my observations and research on village life in Bangladesh

show that only a few well-off and influential villagers benefit
from these development programmes while the poor are getting
poorer day by day. The GNP has been increasing but the benefits
are not shared equally by every one, Though half the popula-
tion are female, they are almost totally neglected and often
not recognlsed by development planners. Recent studies by
scholars like Boserup, (1970) show that women are worst affec—
ted by development programmes in the rursl areas. The poorest
women who used to work in rice processing, now are out of work

as rice is now processed in mills,

To ensure efficient implementation of rursl development
programmes, the importance of women as a vital human resource
has to be considered. Boserup (1970), Germain (RREEK 1976),
zeidenstein (1973), Abdullsh (1978) and many other scholars
at home and abroad and even the Government of Bangladesh have
come to apprecliate that women have to be integrated in the
development process of a developing country, Simply because
if half the population is excluded from the developmental
process of a country, it will not develope A country's socio-

economic and cultursl development connot be reaslised if half
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the population lags behind., omen not only participate in the
production process, but they also manage the household and
look after the health, nutrition asnd well-being of all the
members of their households, Therefore, the examinstion of
the role of women in Bangladesh rural development programmes

is theoretically challenging as well as practically important,

Many studies show that the results of development progra-
mmes are not equally distributed among villagers, Uell-off
people are getting most of the benefits, (see Epsteln, 1973;
Jahangir, 1979). Moreover, there is population explosion
coupled with an inheritsnce pattern according to which 311 the
sons and also other members of a household have the right of
share in the ancestral property. Thus most inherited property
is in the process of becoming smaller and smaller, Only those
who can earn money outside farming snd buy more land are in a
position to increase the ancestral property, Thus even if &
village starts with a reasonable distribution and size of
landholding, the standard of living of its members, unless they
have access to other than farm income, is found to deterlorate
over time, For example, a family with 10 acres of land and
ten equal heirs will in the next generation, divide the land
into 10 one acre units and this process of sub-division will
continue in future generations, Those with unviable farm units
mortgage and/or sell their land to those who can afford to buy
1snd from them., Because the area of cultlvable land is not

increasing, the accumulation of landed properties in the hands



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

_of a few villagers leads to increasing disparities in 1ts

distribution.

People in Bangladesh are not only concerned with the
improvement of their economic status, they also attach a high
value to religiosity and noble character. Social status and
prestige are something after which most people hanker, Villa—
gers with newly gaining cconomic prosperity try varlious ways
to buy prestige. Again the households who previously had
soclo-economic status, but now due to various reasons are on
a downward economic trend struggle to keep their status posi-
tion, These varlous types of soclo-economic and status

struggles are going on in Bangladesh village socleties.

Jomen who are obviously a part of this social system are
also affected by the socio-economic condition of the family and
the soclety of which they are members, A woman's role 1is
considered as symbolising the prestige rank of her household,
fherefore, she is taughf to be modest and dependent at every
stage of her life-cycle, Her mobility is restricted; her place
is considered to be within the four walls of her household,

A household's prestige ranking is largely determined by its

womenfolk., In turn, as already mentioned, women's behaviour
pattern is very much influenced by the socio-econonmic status
of thelr respective households, Her personal qualities also
affect her status ranking, Thus women do not belong to a

homogeneous category, nor of course do men, DBut much less is
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known asbout the female half of the population than about the
moale half,

Therefore, some knowledge regarding Bangladesh soclety
and its culture is necessary for a better understanding of the
position of women., There exlsts a deep~rooted influence both
of Hindu and Muslim culture which affects women's behaviour,
liost of the village women thus live within a ‘'Bounded Universe'
where they not only behave in tune with the socio-economic
atatus of their respective families but also have to respect
the.ideology and traditions which exist in the soclety, ilowever,
soclal life is never static; thingg are always changing, Thus
1t is important to discover how women are adjusting to the

changing situvations,

To understand the role of the women in a soclety one has
to understand that society, i.e., the system of that soclety,
«ithout analysing the overall social system, it is not possible
to understand a part of it, One has to understand how social
system is organised and how it works; a change in one part
affects all the other parts, In my study, I focussed on the
role of women in the soclety. An individusl woman acts as a
member of a houschold first, the household in turn is part of
a kingroup and or the samaj (little community) which agaln
occupy a particular position in village society, which is

never static. Accordingly, in this thesis I try to cxamine
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the dynamics of womens behaviour as 1 observed it in one

village,

Though one single village study cannot be regarded as
representative of Bangladesh rural society, I suggest that 1t
can help to illustrate certain trends, 1 selected Natunpur
village where development programnes were going on, This is
regarded as one of the more developed villages in Bangladesh,
In Natunpur both lindus and HMuslims live side by side, Like
most other Bangladesh villages, it is socially and economically
differentiated, Natunpur is well communicated with other
parts of Bangladesh, It has electricity, a school, rural health
centre, family planning clinic and many other amenities of
1ife which are found in developlng areas of Bangladesi. There
are people of old established households with traditional out-
looks snd new immigrants who adjust more easily to new situa-
tions., These are the complexities with which I try to grapple
in this thesis.

1.2 Some Related Studles

since the 1950's researchers in the fleld of sociology and
anthropology in the Indo-Pak subcontinent have given emphasis
on village studies. In India, the emphasls was mainly on caste,
agrarian systems and soclsl change, This is exemplified by

India's Villages, MeN. Srinivas (ed) 1955; Caste and bEconomic

Trontler, F.Ge. Balley, 1958; Cconomic Development and Social
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Change in South India, T,S. Epstein, 1962; Indian Village,
S.Ce Dube, 1967, These were ploneering works in village
studies., These focussed on the village soclal structure and

its changlng pattern,

whilst Bangladesh was a part of Paklstan and was known as
BEast Pakistan, a few village studlies were done there by diffe-
rent scholars. Among them, The Changing Society of India and
Fakistan, A.K.N., Karim, 1956, based on secondary data, explains
the general features of soclal stratification and social change;
1t also shows the influence of British rule on the society of
the then Etast Paklstan. The author also analysed Nayanpur, a
village in the Eastern part of Cast Pakistan and compared 1t
with sixteenth century Bengali villages. S.A, Qadir in his
book Village Dhaniswar, published in 1960 discussed malnly the
man~land relationship of the study area, "The study also
included collection of avallable historical evidence in order
to provide some understanding of the underlying process of
this transformation over time," (1960:1)., P. Bessaignet in
his study of Sahabed Village explains the pattern of family
and kinship in s lindu village, (see ¥d, Afsaruddin, ed, 1963,
Socipology and Social Research in Pakistan). This was only a
small study., Ramkrishna lMukharjee published in 1971, his Six
Villages of Bengal. He conducted the field work between 1942
and 1945 in six villages of Bogra district, which is situated

in the northern part of Bangladesh, He gave emphasis on the
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economic structure of the villages. As the study is based on
thie materials collected in the mid 1940s, it obviously analy-
ses the village structure of those days. 0On the other hand,
ilafeez Zaldl, 1970 studied two villages of bast Pakistan

called Ramnagar and Alipur in Ceomilla, Though that book too
was published at the beginning of the 1970s, his field work was
conducted in the 1960s, He discusses famlly, social strati-
fication,kinship and factions in a social and psychological

context, His book, The Village Culture in Transition, "... 1is

to furnish authentic and carefully observed materials to the
student of Pakistan village society." (Preface of the book).
ld, Afsaruddin's bock which first appeared in 1964 named, Rural
Life in Bangladesh, ls based on the study of five villages of
Dangladesh, The study used malinly the empirical method, Accor-
ding to the writer, though his study focuses on attitudes and
how they change it also exemines the village structure and its
changes, The first flve chapters deal mainly with the struc-
tural aspect of social life in Bangladesh, The subsequent -~
chapters have been devoted to the attltudinal study and conse-
quent changes in structure (1979:11). A. Chowdhury did his
intensive fleld work in village Meherpur, Dhaka, His book,

A DBangladesh Village - A _Study of Social Stratification focuses
on the soclal stratification pattern of the village Heherpur,

B.K, Jshangir, 1979, studied two villages Nayapara and iirsbo
in Dhaka district, The name of his book indicates both its

subject matter and his findings, i.e., Differentiastion
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Folarisation and Confrontation in Rursl Banqgladesh., It is the

result of intenslve field work, The book is malnly concerned
with peasant socisl structure and the process of changing

soclal systems,

There exist also a few unpublished dissertations dealing
with village social structure, family and kinship and other
social variables, T, liara, a Japanese scholar did two years
field work from 1962-1964 and submitted his doctoral thesis,
"paribar and Kinship in a Rural Village in East Pakistan®, at
the Australian National Unilversity, in the year 1967, It is a
study of Paribar and kinship in village Gohira in Chittagong
district, in the south-ecast corner of Bangladesh, Hara dis-
cussed various ideas and concepts that prevailed in the village,
because he arques that the "Philosophy of the villagers®” is
necessary for the understanding of thelr society, He mainly
concentrates on the study of Paribar (family), kinship, family
status, marriage, purdah, wonen's life-cycle etc. N,U, Ahmed
studied three villages near Dhaka. His thesis titled, "The
Peasant Family and Social Status in East Pakistan®, submitted
to the University of Edinburgh in 1968, deals mainly wlth
peasant family structure. In the preface of his thesis, he
states that, "... The originsl idea of maklng an investigatlon
only into the nature of the conjugal role-relationship was
lster expanded into a wider attempt at studylng kinship, rela-
tionships within the family, the life-cycle of the individual

and the developmental cycle of the ‘domestic group's Pe Je
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Sertocci's "Elusive Villages: Soclal Structure and Community
Organisation in Rural East Pakistan", an unpublished Fh,D.
thesis, East Lansing, Michigan State Unlversity in 1970 is a
study of Hazipur and Tinpara, two villages in Comilla district.
The main emphasis of this study 1s on social structure and
community organisation, It also gives some informaticn on the
nature of family in those villages, The majority of the house-
holds in these two villages are simple households, Bertocci
also explains how family structure and wealth change over time,
Ae Ge Bhuiyan who did his field work in village Khawgjapur in
Comi}la for his doctoral dissertation, "The Family in a Village
in Bangladesh", 1978, focuses mainly on the household dimension
of family. It shows its connections with the wider society and
also the impact of varlous factors, such as modernisation of
traditional agriculture, esteblishment of new mills and factoriles

and various such other things on family structure in Khawjapur.

The literature on Bangladesh villages, as discussed above,
all focus on village structure, stratification, family, kinship
and the like., All these studlies except one were done by men.
Here it must e mentioned that on the Asian sub-continent rural
women do not normally have any public interaction with men who
are not by any chance their family relations. Thus studies
done by male scholars contain hardly anything concrete asbout
women, T. Scarlet Epstein, the only female scholar who studied
two South Indian villages also focussed mainly on soclal struc-

ture and the changing process of the two villages. It is only
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since the International wWomen's Year of 1275 that some studies
have been carried out by female scholars at home and abroad
that focus on women., In anthropology some lnteresting works
have been published, e.g., M.2Z. Rosaldo and L. Lamphere (ed.)

Jomen Culture & Society (1974); R.R. Reiter, (edJ Toward an

Anthropology of uomen (1975); Critique of Anthropology (.omen's
issue), vol, 3 (1977) and J, Giele & Smock {(ed.) omen: Roles

and Status in Eight Countries (1977).

Hera (1967), Ahmed (1968), Bhuiyan (1978) give each some
information regarding women, while explaining marriage, kinship
and also husband.wife relationship; they slso describe the
life-cycle and the domestic cycle, Before that Karim's article,
"Changing Patterns of an East Pakistan Family"” in B, Ward (ed.)

women in the New Asip (1963} described the urban family only.

Following those earlier studies are those that were conducted
after the liberation war of 1970. Many women of Bangladesh lost
their husbands, brothers and other members of their family,

many of them were even tortured by Fakistan soldiers. The
plight of these women attracted many agencles to find out more
about the life of these women, As a result, international
agencies like the Ford Foundation encouraged many scholars to
produce short studles on the role of womens T.Ae Abdullah
(1874); R. Jahan, (1974); K, Kabir, A, Abed, and ii, Chen (1976);
S, Lindenbaum (1968); £. Sattar (1974); S. Zeldenstein and

Laura (1973) all of them studied different aspects of rural
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women, A Research and Study Group called women for .omen
published several articles on the situation of both rursl and
urban women, The articles written by R, Jahan; E., Sattar;
G.M.E. Von-liarder; J., Ellickson on rural women of Bangladesi
in the book .omen for omen (1975) sre of great importance in
understanding Bangladesh rural women, Another book named

Situation of Women in Bangladesh, brought out by vomen for liomen

(1979) consists of several articles explaining the sltuation

of both rural and urban women. S.F. Alamgir (1977) in her
study Profile of Bangladesh 'omen based on secondary data,
discusses many polnts, i.e., women's work, decision-making,
control of resources, marriage system, property rights ctc.

Ae. Farouk and d, Ali (1975) state in their book that women work
longer hours at productive tasks than do men, J. Arens and
J.V, Beurden, a Dutch couple, stayed in Jhagrapur village for
one year and wrote the book called Jhagrapur — Foor Peasants
and women in s Village in Banqgladesh (1977), Xt is an exanina-
tion of rural peasant life of Bangladesh, Its several chapters
deal with women, They show how rural women of Bangladesh are
exploited in the village context, They are doubly exploited;
as poor and as women in the poorest class, These are the main
studies relating to Bangladesh women, There are of course sone
related studies on family planning, However, it seems that all
the written materials relating to women in the rural context
either mainly analyse the social structure and lts change or

focus on various aspects of women's life, There is no single
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study as yet which anslyses women's role as an integral part
of the soclal system., This is what I attempted to do in my
study of Natunpur village, Thereby, 4 tried to help fill the

gap in our understanding of women's part in rural Bangladesh,

1.3 udethod of the Study

I participated in the pre-field work training which the
Project Directors conducted at the University of Sussex, UK.
There were theoretical courses in Anthropology, Women and
Development studies, In addition, T, Scarlet Epstein and S5,FP.F.
Separatne discussed with us the methodology we should apply for
our study, All this was most helpful in the fleld situstion,
However, in my fieldwork I noticed that it 1s most important
for a resecarcher to be tactful in the field, Field researchers
have to be prompt in taking decisions in changing circumstances,
and have to respect their informants while trying to adjust to
the field situation. Amiability in character is a great virtue

for fleld researchers.

AS part of our first Project Conference held in Sussex
University in June 1978, different scholars talked about diffe-
rent field problems. This was also a very useful experience
for us, T, Scarlet Epstein tzlked sbout the importance of
finding suitsble accommodation in the field, A.M. Shah pointed
out that researchers have to be careful so that they are not

influenced by the village headmen and leaders, He also
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emphasised the importance of the selection of suitable acco-
mmodation which may provide easy access to all levels of people,
SeF.F. Senaratne threw light on the methods of participant

observation and inedepth interviews,

Bertocei, Jshanglr, Bhuiyan, Chowdhury and other male
field researchers mentioned in their studies that they could
hardly meet or see women in their study villages. Bhulyan
wrote, "The women I interviewed were mostly young though not
nubile girls, and old women. Most of them were from kamla and
grihastha families.™ (1278:;76), Anwarullah Choudhury in his
book A Bangladesh Village says: "I was served food sometimes,
by thelr servant boy and sometimes by male members of the family
in the Banglo-ghar where I used to sleep, I never saw the
adult female members, ...s"s 4in Toward an Anthropology of
romen edited by Relter, it 1s rightly mentioned that, "a great
deal of information on women exists, but it frequently coes
from questlons asked of men sbout their wives, daughters and
sisters, rather than from women themselves, Men's information
igs too often presented as group's reality, rather than as only

part of cultural whole.™ (1975:12).

For female field workers meeting women poses no problem,
Here I outline the methods I used in my field work, In the
selection of Natunpur as the basis for my study I used several
criteria. Since most of the available village studles have been

conducted in Comilla and near Dhaka, & thought it better to work
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in northern Bangladesh, which had hardly been studied, lorec-
over, since I lived in that part of Bangladesh it was conve-
nient to be near my residence where my family was living.

This I realised would enable me to visit my children perio-
2ically., I thus decided to select a village near my residence
and working place, At first I went to the Puthia ggggg} office
in the district of Rajshahi and talked to the thsna Social
Wwelfare Officer and other officials there. After further
discussions with my country supervisor and other soclal sclence
department teachers in the Rajshahl University, I selected
three villages of that thana for preliminary investigations. I
visited each of these villages and talked with the villagers.,
From these discussions, I became convinced that Natunpur was
what I was looking for as 1t was more developed as compared to
other villages in the area snd would, therefore, enable me to
study the changing role and status of women in rural soclety

going through a process of transformation,

To £ind out a suitable plsce for residence was the major
problem, I faced., I first visited the village with the village
extension worker. Knowing my background, the purpose of my
visit and my intention to stay in the village, at least for a
yeat one rich Hindu household head volunteered that 1 could

stay with them, This meant that I had to share a room with the

1Than is an administrative unit, There are several
villages In one Union, a number of Unions 1n one thana and a
few thana in one SUbdivision or Subdistrict, The thgna has
recently been renamed as Upazila (subdistrict).
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unmarried daughter of the household., At first it helped me

to get an idea of the village life, My hosts were generally
respected in the village. They provided me with physical and
social security, which is a must for a woman fleld worker.
Living with them helped me establish rapport with the villagers

without demeaning my status,

It is an old establighed household, I could develop
first hand relationship with the villagers and with the out-
siders living with them, For my initiation into the village
my stay with the family was very helpful, But gradusally I felt
that I wass becoming dependent on them, which, I realised, was
not gocd for my study, They never allowed me to pay for my
expenses, because they considered it demeaning for their family.
thile 1living with them ny mobility was curtalled and I found
it difficult to invite whom I chose to the house., Though the
family was very nice to me, I felt hesitant whenever somebody
visited me in their house, Then gradually, I found a house
wvhich suited my purpose, It was in the middle of the village,
and also by the side of the biggest pond, where most of the
villagers both men and women came to bathe and for other cleaning
purposes, The owner of the house, being a carpenter, was
landless, They have two rooms, they live in one and agreed to
let me move into the other, They are related to my flirst land-
lord., I had told him that I badly needed a room for ny study
purpose, and requested that he should arrange my residence in

his relative's house, At first he and his family were reluctant
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to do so, but graduslly they understood my problem and agreed
to my plan., £ made arrangements to bulld a pit latrine for
my new residence and made a boundary fence with Jute-sticks
around the house, My new hosts considered me as their dau-
ghter and I started calling them as uncle and aunt, My

residence problem was thus solved.

I bought a kerosine stove and cooked my own food, I
appointed a village girl who used to help me wash the utensils
and clothes., She was a poor Muslim girl of the old established
Qg;glof Hatunpur, I could get first hand information of wvhat
was happening in the village from her, Though I could afford
to have food of higher quality than what I ate in the village,
I purposely scaled down my food consumption so as to be in tune
with my landlord's family. Often I cooked curry and gave some
of it to my uncle and aunt which they frequently reciprocated,
Thus developed an easy relationship with them, Gradually I
developed an easy relationship with many other villagers as
well, From my everyday interaction with villagers I realised
that I had to conform to their image of a good woman, There was
no scope for any inconsistency in my behaviour., Normally it
is not considered as good conduct for a Bangladesh village
woman to talk at length with men. In my case though they made
a concession, because I am an educated woman and working at the
University and also because they realised that for my own work
there it was important for me to meet local men, Lven so, I

was always careful to ensure that I was not entirely left to

lPara;refers to a cluster of households.



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

18

myself with a male informant, I was always alext to keep a
reasonable distance from them, It helped me to keep my lmage
among the villagers as a polite and respectable woman which in
turn facilitated the conduct of my fleld work in the village,

I began my study by taking s 100 per cent census of the
village, This took me about two and half months. Information
about age, sex, marital status, education, occupation, property
and income were thus gathered, The schedule was prepared in
English, but I asked the questions in Bengali and fllled up
the forms in Bengali, so 1f the villagers wanted, I could show
them the forms and what I was writing about them, I told them
that I was going to write a book about their village as part
of my acadenic degree, Some of them were eager to know what
sort of help they were going to get from the study in terms of
relief or work, I explained to them that as things were chane
ging so rapidly, only if present conditions are written in
books the coming generations will be able to know thelr cultu-

ral roots,

Like most other field researchers I also had prablems in
getting data regarding the age of informants and the dating of
specific events, The ages of individuals I recorded were only
approximate in most of the cases, Most villagers cannot tell
thelr correct age. I took time more than I needed to fill up
the schedule, because just by chatting with the persons, and by

casual gossipping I was able to develop good relatlonship with
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them, I invited them to come to my residence and at the same

time accepted their invitations to visit then,

I made a sketch map of the village and on it numbered the
households, At the same time I made a map of the village
households indicating who belonged to what gqusti (patri-
lineage) and also tried to find out who belonged to which samaj
and faction., Through this process I learned to understand the
soclo~economic relationships between different groupse I tried
to use every opportunity to participate in gatherings so that
I could meet people more intimately, < participated in 3ll
the religious and social occasions that occured in the village
while 1 was doing my field work. I took the geneologles of
every gusti and life history of villagers, speclally those who
were old and established in the village., For the immigrants
I tried to ascertain how and why they came to Natunpur and what
type of relationships they were developing while staying in
the village.

whenever possible I tried to guide the gossip in a parti-

cular direction. Thus I got the views and opinlons of the
villagers in the context of their different problems, The
technique of group interview helped me in getting peoples'
opinion and comments which otherwise would have been very
difficult to get, I selected my informants out of these groups,
I found that petsons with amiable nature and reliable character
were alsc good informants, I had intensive discussions with

informants and checked and rechecked the data thus collected
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pbefore I accepted them, Tea~stalls are places where menfolk
assemble where they gossip and talk about all kinds of matters
regarding the village and outside, Unfortunately as 3 female
researcher I could never attend the gatherings at the tes-
stalls, I attended all kinds of formal and informal meetings
and gatherings but never mingled with the tea-stall crowd s,

It 15 generally considered as demeaning for a woman to sit and
participate in the gossip at the tea-stalls. I asked two of
the University students who resided in Natunpur to let me know
any important matter they heard discussed by the tea-stall

crowds,

I consulted the 1914-15 cadastral Survey of the reglon
called Natunpur as well as the 1974 Revislonal Survey of the
same area. I also have consulted the land records of the area
avallable in the Record Room of Rajshahi Court, (Mohsfezkhana).
I consulted the official records and discussed matters relating
to development and social issues with Union Councll Chalrman,
Union Council members and thana officials, I also reviewed
appropriate District Gazetteers, Census reports and varilous
other kinds of reports of the area as well as relevant histo-

rical materlals,

Male researchers in Bangladesh villages are usually SuS—
pected of being tax inspectors. Since I am 3 woman, Natunpur
villagers never thought of me as 3 tax official but rather as
a family planning officer, They are used to seeing female

family plsnning officials in their village and they do not have
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high respect for them, At first I intended to collect also
some information on family planning as part of my census, but
soon I discarded the idea. Gradually villagers began to under-
stand my position and it became easier to continue my field

WG KK,

I tried my level best to write down the field notes every
night, before I forgot the points. Inshort, I followed the
method of intensive field work in the present study, which
includes direct participation and observation technique.
However, it must be mentioned here that I used pseudonym for
both village and the villagers to ensure anonimity of villagers,
I have alsc rounded up the percentages in the tables excepting

in few cases,

?. Scarlet Epstein and B,K, Jahangir visited my village
while I was in the fleld, It helped me in establishing my
position in the fleld and at the same time I could consult them
on my work. Discussions with them helped me to sort out sone
of my problems in the field, After my first spell of field work
I gave a seminar at the UNICEF Office, Dhaka and benefitted fron
the comments of the participants sttending the seminar, At the
Project Conference held in Colombo in late 1979, all the resear-
chers including myself engeged in the project presented their
preliminary reports, e received comments from different
scholars there, They were of great help in better understanding
our problem, We had long sessions and discussions there with

academicians, development administrators as well as representatives
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from funding agencles, I then realised that there were some
gaps in my data which I needed to fill in before starting my
analytical work, Thus after coming back from Colombo confe-
rence 1 went to the village and stayed there for a further
four months to fill up the data gaps and to clarify a few of
the problems discussed at the Colombo-Conference, Thouch I
worked in Rajshahi, B.K, Jahanglr, my supervisor visited me in
the village and also in Rajshahi, I alsc met him in Dhaka and
learned & lot from his comments and advice in orgenising my
thinking. Subsequently when I began the write up of the thesis
I contlnued to receive his advice for which I am extremely

grateful,

l.4 The Village Setting

Natunpur, the village on which this study is based is
situated 15 miles from Rajshahi, a divisional town in the
northern part of Bangladesh, An equal distance separates it
from Natore, the nesrest subdivisional town, The maln road
connecting Dhaka with Rajshahl passes through Natunpur and
divides it into two parts, The four portions of this village
are in four different mouzag (revenue collecting units) i.e, =
Durgapur, Beharipara, Baspukuria and shibpur (see ilap 2). iiost
of the old establishments are in the northern part of Beharipara
mouza. dIn the southern part, most of the settlements are
occupled by recent new immigrants, Previously most of the

southern part of Beharipara was under the control of the Zamindar
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of puthia, Puthia is the thana headquarter. In the village
there used to be a bi-weekly market in Natunpur under the
control of the local zamindar. A share holder of Puthia's
zamindar used to control another bi-weekly market in Baneswar,
which is two miles from the earlier Natunpur market., The
market in Baneswar still exists but the village under study
has now ceased to have a market., Quarrels among the two share-
holders resulted in the extinction of the Natunpur market.
There are altogether 26 bi-weekly markets within a radius of
sbout 15 miles from Natunpur. From the very beginning of the
village settlement the importance of 1ts own market and the
surrounding markets had a great effect on the economy of the
area., Even now the bi-weekly market in Baneswar is one of the

most important markets in the vicinity.

The old settlement in the northern part of Beharipara
mouza, is now locally called Natunpara. Another old settlement
is in the north-west corner of the village, which belongs to
Baspukuria mouza., Most of the new settlements are in the
southern and eastern parts of Beharipara mouza. The southern

part of Beharipara mouza is known as Beharipara.

The study village conslsts of three paras, namely:
Natunpara, Beharipara and Satbhagipara, 1In Natunpara along
wlth old settlers there are a few recent immigrants. Satbhagi-

para situated in the extreme north-west corner of Natunpur, is
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Table 1

Parawise Distribution and Natunpur's Population

Natunpara Beharipara | Satbhagipara| ... .4
M ' )

)

9
Households ! No. of } % } No. of } o, s No. of | o '

! house- | { house~! ~ ! house-| '

} holds 1} 1 holds ! ; holds ! M
Iiindu
houscholds 3 4 G 18 - - 9
Muslin
households 60 96 27 82 14 100 101
Total
households 63 100 33 100 14 100 110
Hindu ‘
population 18 4 39 17 - - 57
uslim
population 435 96 189 813 88 100 712
Total
population 453 100 228 100 88 100 769

the most congested part of the village., It contains the longest
established households of latunpur, who by now rank among the
poorest villagers: 93 per cent of this para's households are
small farmers and landless families, who own less than nine
bighasl(see Table 6), A large proportion of the new settlers
reside in Beharipsra., Altocether Natunpur's total population

in 1978 amounted to 769 persons of whom 406 (53%) are male and
363 (47%) women,

1 .
One bigha is equal to 0,33 acre.
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Table 2

Age and Sex Distributicn of Natunpur's
Population, October, 1978

T [lale ! N ] T Female ) ] (] 1
Age 5 No. E % E % ! Lo % % ! Total H %
L - | 3 1 1 1

0-10 168 51 41 159 49 45 327 43 100

11.20 106 61 26 68 39 19 174 23 100
21-30 43 41 11 63 59 17 106 14 100
31-40 38 53 9 34 47 9 72 9 100
4150 23 55 6 19 45 5 42 S 100
51-60 14 50 3 14 50 3.80 28 4 100
61-70 7 58 2 5 42 1 12 1 100
71+ 7 88 2 1 12 0,20 8 1 100
Total 3 406 100 363 100,00 769 100

Table 2 sets out the age and sex distribution of Naotunpur's
population, From this it can be seen that 43 per cent villagers
are below the age of 10 which roughly coincides with the overall
age structure of Bangladesgh, 66 per cent is within the age of 20,
wvhile the male/female ratio is falrly even for the population
below 10 years, for those between the age of 11 to 20 years there
are more moles than females, This can be readily explained by
the fact that mast girls are married before they reach the age
of 20, whereas the majority of young men are still unmarried at
that age. MNany daughters of the village are married into nel-

ghbouring communities, which explains the preponderance of men
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in the age group of 11-20 years, ©On the other hand, there are
more females than males in the age group of 21-30, This is

the result of a number of few deserted wives and widows falllng
into this age group., The main reason for the imbalance in

the sex ratio 1s that most of the females are married to males
within the next successive age group, The wife has almost
always to be of a lower age group than her husband, there are
14 widows and 6 deserted wives, living with thelr father's or

brother's famllies in Natunpur,

liost of Natunpur houses are made of mud, some of them have
tin roofs, but the poorer ones are covered with sugarcane leaves.
only 16 per cent of all the houses, including the Government
quarters are of pakka (cemented) structure; 21 per cent have tin
roofs and the remaining 63 per cent are mud huts covered with
sugarcane leaves, Recently one rich household built a two
storied pakka house and another middle farmer also constructed
a pekks house, Three other middle farmers and two small farmers
eoch built a mud house recently, This indicates that pakka
houses are still a luxury, which only the wealthler can afford.
In 1978 there were nine big usable ponds, seven tubewells, six
patbkus {carthen wells) and one pakka well, Three tubewells and
one pond are more recent innovations, In 1978 there werc five
sanitary latrines and one pit latrine have recently been ins-
talled, In Natunpur altogether seven per cent of the houées
have sanitary latrines and 10 per cent have plt latrines, Having

a latrine in one's house has become a prestige criterion in the
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village., Households concerned asbout their status arrange to
have sanitary latrines put into their homes, Accordingly,

the three most recent sanitary latrines have been lnstalled in
each of the two middle stratum households ancd one rich farmer
household with educated members. One of the two widdle stratum
households installed the lstrine just before the wedding ritual
of the eldest son, who himself 1s a lecturer in a private
college in Puthia, Similarly two years earlier another middle
stratum household built a pit latrine shortly before the dau-
ghter's wedding, Another rich Natunpur family installed a
latrine in their home because some educated relative with the
fanlly came to stay with them from town for sbout a year. This
immigrant family has now built a house of thelr own in Natunpur
and has recently shifted there. The latrine in thelr rich
hogt's home 1s now used by the young wife of the family; elder;
ly women and men altogether refuse to use it. The sane hiolds
good for most other latrines in the village, Though they are
definitely regarded ss status symbols, only a limited nunber

of people use them,

Natunpur is considered as a gwanirwar (self reliant)
village. The Agrani Rajshahi Subdivisional Swanirwar ‘Jjorkshop
was held in the village in 1976; electricity was introduced 1n
1978; a family planning clinic was opened in 1977, The Re SeSe
(Rural Soclial Service) started its programme in the village and
with the initiative of the IRDP (Integrated Rural Development

Programme} formed an agricultural co-operative society in
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Natunpur in 1977, Natunpur villagers installed deep tubewells;
they use fertilizer and are also keen on producing more sugar-

cane as cash crop.

There 1s a considerable difference in the educational
levels achieved by men on the one hand and women on the other

within Natunpur,

e e R & T R
i ' : TS 8792 A

0=10 17/22 2/=

1120 41/9 24/12 n -/1 1/1

21=30 9/7 16/11 8/7 1/3 -/1 1/1

31.40 12/5 10/1 5/= - 2/= 1/=

41-50 13/- 6/~ 2/1

51-60 2/=- 2/1 - l/w

61-70 - 1/-

70 + 6/~ 1/=

Girls from only two families have received hlgher education.
There is a primary school in the village. Parents tend to
neglect their children's education especislly, that of girls.
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Only three girls from this village attend the secondary school
which is 1% miles away from Natunpur. One Hlndu lady is a

teacher in the secondary girls school, All the three students
go to school with her, There is a free nlght school in Hatun-

pur, sponsored by the thans Rural Soclisl Service,

Nstunpur can, therefore, be ranked among the more developed

villages of Bangladesh,

The preceding outline of Natunpur's setting indicates that
the village has developed not only economically but also in terms
of health and welfare services, All these factors denote the
development of the village. lHowever on closer exanination it
soon becomes obvious that the benefits derived from the deve-
lopment process have not been shared equally; while some villa-
gers have become better off, others are getting increasingly
poorer all the time, This uneven development is due to several
factors, the most important of which is populstion growth set
sgainst an inheritance psttern according to which not only each
son but also the widow and daughters each has & claim to the
ancestral property. PMoreover, the differentlal responses by
different individuals to similar stimull also account for the
unequal development that has been taking place in Natunpur.
These variables are examined in detail in succeeding cections
to help asnalyse the dynamics of socio-economic realities within

Natunpur and relate that to the changing role of women,
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CHAPTER II

DYNAMICS CF SOCIO=SCONOHMIC CHANGES

2,1 DNatunpur's Settlement iiistory

The land records of 1914—19151 indicate that the zamindar
of Futhia controlled a large portion of Natunpur: the biggest
pond of the village and the area of the market place slong the
road side, He was a direct tenant of the Emperor of India
while all the other lands of the ares were occuplied by diffe
rent individuals., lost of them took the land from the zamindar
on a tenancy basls, The early land records show not only the
kinds of tenancies then existing but also stipulate the names
of the tenants. I cross-checked these data with the informa-
tion obtained from the present generation of the locals about
their ancestors' first éettlement in the village, I, therecfore,
was able to draw the lineage of a number of those living in
this area more than half a century ago. The Revisional Survey
of 19742 and the local land records list the present landowners.
Accordingly this facllitates an analysis of the Natunpur
settlement pattern with considerable historic depth,

The three village pars show each a distinct pattern of
settlement: in Satbhagipara and at the northern end of Natunpur
reside the discendants of the tenants of the then zamindars,

They have thus been living in Natunpur for more than two

1
rule, ‘
21974 Revisional Survey was done in 3Jangladesh,.

1914-1915 Cadastral Survey was conducted under British
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generations, This made it impossible for outsiders to settle
there and acquire lands, By contrast the roadside areca where
the lands were under the direct control of the zamindar of

Futhia caters for more recent immigrants.

After the psrtition of Indias in 1947 zamindars left the
region and went to India., At that time Abed, a young energetic
snd clever man took the opportunity and bought the zamindar's
lands at low prices. There were then also several rich Hindu
businessmen who were feeling insecure in the village. They
were undecided at the time whether to stay in Pakistan or to
leave for India. They thus did not like to increase thelr
property thereby increasing thelr 1isbility. hbed's parents
were Muslims from India. He himself began his economic career
by doing odd jobs: he sold betel leaves, drove a tamtam {cart
pulled by one horse} for one Dr, Hussain and for one Parananlk,
the then rich and influential men of the area, Now Abed is the
richest man not only of Natunpur but of the whole neighbouring
area, Gradually his relations from India came and started small
businesses. They settled on the southern side of the Natore
rosd, the area which Abed previously occupied, Recently all of
them had the land recorded in thelr own names, They are now
paying rent to the Government., Thus in the southern part of
Beharipara new immigrants are settling. Migrants arrived in
Natunpur not only from India but a few also from Comilla, Those
corning from Comilla are very poor; they mostly live in the eastern

part of Natunpara, where they were able to buy small plots to
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build their houses., They bought the land from oclder settlers,

who are now landless,

It is interesting to explore the reasons as well as the
process of the different waves of migration to Natunpur., The
most recent immigrants from Comilla explain that they came to
this villsge because this reglon had become a trade centre
during the earller period and had attracted businessmen fron
different parts of the sub-continent, Therefore, many people
know of its existence and the possibilities 1t coffered,

Like in many other intra-rural migratory movements Natun-
pur settlers too arrived in the village because difficulties
had forced them to leave their places of origin, Huslios left
India and sought refuge in East Pakistan; disasters, such as
the floods of the river Gomoti in the Comilla area,1 made
displaced people seek home elsewhere, Once the people are on
the move they usually try to activate kinship tles, lineal and
or affinal, to find a place to settle. This emerges clearly

from an examination of the Natunpur history of settlement,

The customary practice of patri-virilocal marriage coupled
with bridewealth2 provided a useful channel of migratlon. Bro-

kers brought girls from Comilla, arranged marriages for them

1See Bhuiyan, Quadir: unpublished FheD, thesis, University
of Delhi, 1978,

21& was a customary practice in the lceslity though not
sanctioned by Islanm,
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with nen from established families and collected the bride-
wealth., These transactions are called meya bechs, selling

a girl, Presently in Natunpur there are still four women who
originated from Comilla and married in thls way into Natunpur,
These women are now over 50 years old, They remember how they
helped their brothers and other near kin also to come to the
village, These men came and began to earn their living by
agricultural labouring, By now most of them have married

Natunpur wives and are generally accepted by the villagers,

Other villagers originate from neighdouring villagess sone
settled patri-uxorilocally to take advantage of the wife's
family's higher economic status, while population pressure made
others move to Natunpur, Overall the village migratory pattern

reflects the exodus of Hindus and the influx of Muslims.

2.2 Residentlal Pattern

As already mentioned parag within Natunpur reflect the
waves of emigration and immigration that have affected the
village, Natunpara is situated to the north of the main road
which cuts through the village, It constitutes the social and
commercial centre of the village: there is an agricultural
club, post office, a charltable dispensary, one flour mill, a
ration shop, the local doctor's dispensary, tea stalls as well
as a sugarcane purchasing centre., Recently Abed the richest
Natunpur villager has built there a mosque for all to use. The
biggest pond is also there by the road side, Most of the
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population of this pars are old estsblished residents, They
have been living there for more than two generations, some
even for three generations, The table below shows the gene-
ration-wise settlement of Natunpur households, Twenty two

(35 per cent) household heads are first generstion settlers.

Table 4

Generation-wise Scttlement of Natunpur
liouseholds b ara ercentages ' >

Natunpara Beharipara  Satbhagipara
. % %
1st generation 35 36 -
2nd generation 25 58 7
More than
2 gencratlions 40 6 93
Total (%) 100 100 100
Numbers €3 33 14

Note: For details see Table 5A,53 and 5C.

Sixteen (25%) are second generation settlers and 25 (40%) trace
their ancestry in Natunpara back more than two generations,
Among the 38 (60%) of Natunpara households belonging to the
first and second generation settlers only 10 (26%) have been
there for more than 50 years, By contrast the 25 households

who have been in Natunpara for more than two generations have
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Table B5A
Settlement Pattern of Natunpara Custi
and Nen-Gusti Houscholds in Econonmic
Categgries in Percentages
T 1o, OF § T1st Gene-— T2nd Gene— rd Gene—
ggggozic E House=-} % : ration 1 ration ration
g ' holds | Gustd 7 Non— ¥ Gustl ; Ton— | Gustl | Lon-
: ' ' y Gusti | ' Gusti ! ! Gus
Rich 3 5 2 - - 2 2 -
Fiiddle 20 32 2 5 10 2 11 2
Small 23 36 3 8 7 2 14 -
Landless 17 27 - 15 - 2 9 2
Total: 63 100 7 28 17 a 6 4
100 35 25 40
Table 5B
Settlement Pattern of Beharipara Gusti
and NonwGusti Households in Economic
Cateqories in Percentages
_. ! No. Of § " 1St Gene- ! 2nd Gene- | Jrd Gene-
ég::omic E House-i % ' ration ! ration { _r v}
riesgo- { holds | ! T Nonw | Gugti ! Non- § Gusti ] hon-
H H ' ! Gusti ! ! Gustl ! Gustl
Kiddle 5 15 - - 15 - 3 -
Small 10 30 3 6 16 3 3 -
Landless 15 46 - 27 6 9 - -
Total: 33 100 3 33 43 15 6 -

100 36 58 6
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Table 5C
Settlement Pattern of Satbhaglipara GCusti
. . ! lio, of | T 1st Gene- | 2nG Gene- § 4Jrd Gene-
égzggmici House-i 2 i ration i ration E ration
gorles ! holds } ! Gustl ! Non~ ] Gusti! lon- | Gustl | llon-
: R } Gustd | } Gustd | | custi
Rich - - - - - - - -
}-iddle 1l 7 - - 7 - - -
Small 10 72 - - - - 72 -
Landless 3 21 - - - - 21 -
Total: 14 100 - - 7 - 93 -
100 7 23

lived there for wmore than 50 years., Of these 10 household heads
two came as young orphans and were brought up by thelr relatives,
Afterwards they settled in the village., Another three household
heads are themseclves more than 70 years of age. Five more
household heads belong to one Gustl (patri-lineage} and are
second generation immigrants. This of course means that their

families have been living in Natunpara for more than 50 years.

it 1s essential to examine the para kinship structure to
understand the residential pattern. The gusti is the most lmpor-
tant kin unit in Natunpur, Membership of a gusti offers certain
advantages, The incidence of qusti households among first gene-

ration scttlers is rare and increases with depth of settlement
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history., kore than half of the 40 non-gusgtl village households
reside in Natunpare (see Diagram I)., The eight Natunpara gustis
conslst of 39 households (see Diagram I), #Hany of the founding
fathers of these gustis are by now dead, Of the first genera-
tion households in Natunpara 18 per cent orlglnate from nearby
villages, 27 per cent from Comilla, 32 per cent from a region,
now part of India, 14 per cent came for service jobs while the
remaining nine per cent have settled here because they were
landless and recelved at least some land for residential pur-
poses, from their in.lsws, The role of women in these households
differs drastically from those in more tradition-bound viri-
local marriages: these women are more dominant, move relatively
freely and take decisions in many matters of life, which the
others find difficult to tske,

The first of the settlers-from Comilla came with his sister
when he was a mere boy, He worked as rakhal (yesrly contract
servant who generally looks after the cattlestock of the master
and receives food, shelter and clothing), Gradusally he was
able to buy a piece of land and build his own house, Now he
sells vegetables and also works as a broker and as an agricule
tursl lsbourcr. All the other Comilla men are his relations.
Jhen they first came they stayed with him; only giadually sone
of them bought land to build houses. Those unable to bulld their
own homes are staying with relatives. HMost of them are petty
businessmen and/or agricultural labourers, Thus, these people
are able to live in the same srea and develop a close relation—

ship among themselves., Through being grafted into the Natunpara
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sana] (little communlty) they hove been integrated into the

village community,

Those households who origlnate from India also form a
distinct group. They live close to each other and continue to
improve their conditions day by day, Of the 14 per cent house-
holds who have settled here because of service jobs only one
who is living here for more than 50 years formed a gusti. This
gusti along with another household of their kin, who has recently
migrated from a neighbouring village, together constitute one
samat (Akbar's samaj). They also have thelr ssmaj relstionship
with the neighbouring villasge. They are considered as 3hadralok
(gentry), The majority of the Bhadralok sre educated. They
hold important positions in the village., The village doctor,

one of the prominent village leaders belongs to this gusti,

#inship plays a part not only in encouraging immigraticn
but slso helps new houscholds to settle down and to develop and
maintain good relationships with longer-established villagers,

Of the Natunpara second generation households three quarters
belong to four qustis, the rest have no gusti affiliation in

the village, Only 19 per cent of the housecholds have been 1llving
here for less than 50 years; the bulk, i,e,, 81 per cent are

long established households who have been in the village for more
than 50 years, Forty per cent of Natunpara households are third
generation settlers, All of them have been living in this pars

for more than 50 years., Only eight per cent of the Natunpara
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households, who have a history in the village of over 50 years
do not belong to a cqusti, while the remaining 92 per cent
belong to six gustis. They are the old settlers, all have
agricultural background, some of them used to be lnvolved also

An acro-businesses.

3eharipara 1is composed of more recent settlers: 36 per
cent of the households are first generatlon immigrants, 58 per
cent arelsecond and only six per cent are third generation
immigrants (see Table 4). One recent lmmigrant who settled
here less than 50 years ago formed a gusti, (Rahim®s gugti)
because his sons have established separate households after they
got married., All the other 92 per cent households do not belong
to any gusti. Ninety-two per cent of 3eharipara first generation
settlers came less than 50 years ago. The one householder who
has been residing in the village for more than 50 yecars has not
yet formed a gusti., Iie came here long back for deing petty
business and is now an old man, His wife and some of hls children
are still in Mymensingh, another district town of Bangladesh, He
keeps alocof from most of the villagers and does not even belong
to any sawgj in Natunpur., He masrrled his eldest son, who is
with him in Natunpur, to Zarina a girl from a neighbouring
village but as yet has failed to establish good relations with
his son's in-laws. The bride is not very happy in the village
because her husband frequently beats her and all the other famlly
members also do not seem to like her, She is not allowed to go

visiting her parents regularly, As her parents are in another



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

43

village and none of her near relations live in Natunpur a
distant relastion (Dur Samparker Atmiya) from Natunpur often

comes to protect her when she is in difficulties,

P

This indicates the different status of a woman who has kin,
peers or close friends 1living close-by and those women who like
Zarina are completely cut off from any help and support. A
wonqn who lives in a qusti household has a3 wider network of
1inks with other households., If she encounters serious problems
within her own imnmediate family she can put her case to the
saaa] or to the other households within her gqusti,

imong Beharipara first generation househiolds, 25 per cent
are in service, Twenty six per cent are related to Abed, the
richest Natunpur man. They originate from India and followed
Abed's parents to the village, Seventeen per cent are reloted
to Karim, another influentisl man of the village. One of them
lost his parents in early childhood and was brought up by
Kerim's family, Afterwards when he was grown up and married,
Korim's father gave him a small plot of land, Freviously he
worked in Karim's field but he also learned to drive and nov

-

works as a scooter driver,

Another example of the importance of kinship tles refers
to a Hindu who had lost lands in his village and moved to
Natunpur, where he bullt a hut near his sister's house and
started doing petty trading. None of the lst generation
Beharipara settlers belongs te the rich or middle strata.

Twenty=five per cent are small farmers and the rest asre landless.
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Their low ranking in terms of land holding is due to two
reasons: firsf of . all, sincé they immigrated only recently
when there élready existed a shortage of land they had diffi-
culty in acquiring land; and second, most of them have the
background and experience of petty trading. This enables them
to derive a livelihood in the village from sources cther than

agriculture,

Twenty-six per cent of these recent immigrant households
originate from India, eight per cent from Mymensingh, 25 per cent
are service personnel without any kin in Natunpur, while the
remaining 41 per cent come from neighbouring villbges. The
majofpity of them are petty business people and service personnel,
Exc€§§nfor the latter who remain at the fringe of the village
society, all other first generafion Beharipara settlers parti-
cipate in the local samaj with whose support the individusl
households settled in the village, These immigrants thus sette

led in the para where they had pre-established social linkages,

Fifty-eight per cent of Beharipara households are seqond""
generation household settlers, Among them 26 per cenéﬁare
non-qusti snd 74 per cent are qusti households,' ﬂpere are fbu;i
qustis consisting of 17 households in Beharipara;‘iz per cent
qustl households are rich, 29 per cent are middle farmers, 41

per cent are small farmers and the remaining 18 per cent are

landless. Karim's qusti claims 53 per cent of the qusti house-
\.'s— 1“'-
holds in Beharipara {see Table 16). Thelr forefathers were

engaged mainly in agriculture; only gradually they have come to
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take up business and other kinds of professions. Fifty=filve
per cent of the Hindu households in Netunpur belong to two
qustis whose forefathers came to Natunpur for business. The
trading tradition of the vlillage has to be taken into conside-
ration in this context. Some of the successful buslnessmen
invested in land. Landholding is slways considered a status
symbol, Those who do not have to buy foodgrains for their
household consumption sre considered well-to-do families and

thus deserve respect.

Another 18 per cent qusti households in Beharipara belong
to Rahim's qusti {see Table 16}, Their forefathers came here
from the nearby villages. Many of them still have connections
with their villages of origin, Including Abed 20 per cent
non-gusti households of Natunpur have migrated from India and
settled in Beharipara. All of them are related to Abed, Only
six per cent of Beharipars households are third generation
sottlers, Half of them are middle farmers and the other half

are small cultivators (sce Table 5B).

Satbhagipara has the longest settlement history: 93 per
cent are third generation and only 7 per cent are second gene—
ration settlers. All of them form one gusti. Though they have
thelr own group identity they belong to Natunpara samaj. Their
forefathers were 31l agriculturists and even now all of then
depend on agriculture for their livelihood., They elther have
snall plots of land or work as agricultursl lasbourers. 3even

per cent of Satbhagipara houscholds are middle farmers, 72 per
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cent are small farmers and the rest are landless (see Table 6).

The founding household of Satbhagi gusti was a well-to-do
farmer, He went on a pilgrimage to llecca and became a iiazi,
He alsp arrsnged the construction of a mosque, The mosque is
still there, but because of the poverty of Satbhagi dwellers
it is now managed by the Natunpara samaj. In the succeeding
generation there were seven brothers who shared the ancestral
property (Satbhaql means seven sharers, hence the para nane),
Population growth in successive generatlons reduced Satbhagl
households to the rank of small farmers and landless labourers.
Thelr concentration on agriculture prevented them from diversi-

fying their economic activities (see Table 13C).

Altogether Natunpur at present has a heterogeneous popu-
lation which originates from many different parts of the Indian
sub-continent, Even in the Bangladesh District Gazetteer for
Rajshahi (1976:49) the situation has beén recorded "The numbers
of muhajirs or persons who have moved into the district from
India as a result of partition or fear of disturbances connected
therewith was 75,900. Of them 71,000 came from wWest Bengal,
about 4,000 from Bihar and states, and the rest from Assam and
ol sevhere™., Natunpur certsinly reflects this large migration
of luslims from India to East Pakistan when India was partitloned
in 1947, But even before partition many Hindus and Huslins were
attracted to the village by its trading tradition, A large

number of the ploneer settlcers were followed by some of their
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kin. Kinship links were crucial in enabling successive waves

of migrants to settle in Natunpur,

2,3 Land Ownership and Fopulation Growth

Hatunpur lands are fertile and lie on a plane. Villagers
still regsrd land as the most productive and prestigious assot.
Those fortunate immigrants who managed to accumulate capital
from thelr trading activities all tried to invest at least part
of it in agriculture, These traders are now the biggest
Nétunpur landowners. Commercial earnings are generally consi-
dered a means to scquiring land rather than an end in themselves.
Villagers gauge the economic rank of a household not by its
total income but rather by the period for which it does not need
to purchase 1ts staple foods, Food self-sufficiency is also an
1mpor£ant factor in marriage negotiations, Therefore, title to
land and cultivation of crops are of cruclal importance in
Natunpur's soclo-economle system, The villagers oun only 695
bighas of cultivable lands, which result in an average of (.3
bighas per household, Thirty-nine per cent of the population
constitute the small farmers, who cultivate only 16 per cent of
the lands, 24 per cent, who are middle peasants cultivate 44 per
cent, while the 6 per cent wealthiest nouseholds own as much &s
40 per cent of the cultivable lands., Altogether 70 per cent of

Natunpur households are either landless or small farmorse

Villagers of course do not only require cultivable lands
but mere urgent still to them is access to residential facillties,

The growing shortage of residential lands in Natunpur is reflected
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Table &

Natunpur's Landholding Categories by Para

Landholding Natunpara 3enaripara | Satbhagipara | Total
categories ; No.of | % Vo, of § % dlo.of § % T MO.0f | o
¢ house- | fiouse- | house- fhouse— §
¢+ holds * diclds | di0lds ! fiolds !
iiich
25 bighas + 3 5 3 9 - - 6 6
Milddle
925 bighas 20 32 5 15 1l 7 26 24
Small
0, 5=-8 bighas 23 36 10 30 10 72 43 39
Landless
0« 05 bighas 17 27 15 46 3 21 35 31
Total: 63 100 33 100 14 100 110 100

in the homestead pattern, Aiccording to the Bast 3engal State
Acquisition and Tenancy Act of 1950 "Homestead means a dwelling
house with the land under it, together with any courtyard,
garden, tank, place of worship and private burial or cremation
ground attached and appertaining to such dwelling house and
inclvdes any out-buildings used for the purpose of enjoying the
dwelling house or for purposes connected with agriculture or
horticulture and such lands with well defined limited whether
vacant or not, as are treated to be appertaining thexeto” (Lo,

Act XXVIII, Section 2).
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Sixteen per cent of Natunpur households reside in their
own homesteads; they are all first generation settlers., Nineteen
per cent of all Natunpur households reside in a portion of the
paternal home; they live in separate households but on paternal
premises while the father is still alive., Forty-six per cent
of the households now live in parentasl homestead, after the
father's death. These 46 per cent households are all second or
third generatlon settlers. Five per cent of households have
taken up residence with the wife's paternal unit; these sre all
cases where the husband comes from a lower soclo-gconomic stratum
than does the wife, Another 3 per cent households now live in
the wife's paternal homestead after her father's death. Five
per cent households live in rented accommodation and the remai-
ning six per cent reside with relatives., One third of this last
category of households (i,e., two families) had become landless
in their village of origin and subsequently moved to Natunpur

where they bullt houses on their relative's homesteads.

Residential arrangements indicate the centrality of kinship
in Natunpur soclety. Junior generation households depend mostly
on the parent's homestead for sccommodation; a small but growing
proportion move into the wife's parents' homestead. They thus
try to manipulate their kinship network to their own best advan-
tage: if a man marries a wife whose family can offer them a better
accommodation and altogether a better 1ife than does his own
family, they settle patri-uxorilocally, otherwise they settle

with the parents or his kin,
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Access to residential land in the village is a necessary
but by no means sufficient condition for settlement in Natunpur,
Everyone has to have some means of livelihood, all of them
aspire to land ownership and self-sufficlency in staple foods.
But only a small number are able to realise their ambitions,

The skewed land distribution led to the introduction of an
official land ceiling, to generate more egalitakian access to

land,

During British rule in 1793 the Permanent Settlement Act
made zamindars proprietors of the soll, These zamindars were
liable to pay the colonial rulers a fixed annual revenue. The
actual cultivators were able to retain only a small proportion
of their produce, the rest of all went to the zamindars. After
the establishment of independent nations on the Indian sub-
continent in 1947 the Pakistan government passed in 1950 the
East Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, according to
which ryots (cultivating tenants) became landowners liable to
pay land revenue only to the government, Thereby the zamindari
land tenure system was abolished; for the large mass of culti-
vators land become a heritable and transferable asset, The
previous tenants become free to use thelr lands the way they
themselves wanted. The 1950 Tenancy Act also introduced a land
ceiling of 375 bigha per household; a later amendment reduced
that total to 175; in 1972 it was further reduced to 100 bigha,

which is the rule presently in force in Bangladesh.
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Here in Bangladesh, the domestic cycle under conditions
of rapid population growth leads to continuous subdivision of
plots; many heirs of non-visble land units are forced to sell
out and become landless, Even the sons of the wealthlest
farmers know that they will have to share their heritage with
3ll their siblings, and that only those among them who will
manage to tap other than farming sources of income can hope to
equal their parental wealth. In general, villagers rank the
sons of the biggest landowners already among the middle peasants,
For instance, Haradhan is generally accepted as one of Natunpur's
richest peasants, yet his own son Gopal is already ranked among

the middle peasants,

This process of division of oncestral property is inevitable
as long as the available cultivable acreage 1s strictly limited
and population continues to increase while alternative income-
earning opportunities do not arise in sufficlent quantity to
take the strain off the village economy., All Natunpur land that
is cultivable 1s already privately owned, Therefore, acquisi-
tion of land by one houschold inevitably involves a sale by
another, Though since the 1950 Act cultivators can sell thelr
land, there are certain restrictions on the free sale of land,
According to the rule of pre-emption share tensnts and culti-~
vators of contiguous plots have the first right to buy land,

In spite of this constraint on land sales some Natunpur men
manage to buy land in the vicinity of Natunpur. To show how snd
why land titles change hands I now outline the profiles of

three successful Natunpur entrepreneurs.
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2,4 Economic Mobility Versus Prestige Ranking

Profile - I

dahir, now a rich peasant owning 40 bigha inherited only
six bigha from his father, At first he used to live jointly
with his elder brother. He then began to levy mortgages from
needy farmers and thereby increased the area under his control.
He also tock advantage of buying sugarcane and selling it at a
profit. To acquire the capital necessary for hls financial
transactions he applied for official loans avallsble to cultl-
vators at low rates of interest, 1In 1970, for instance, he got
such a loan and invested the money in purchasing sugarcane and
made a handsome profit on the deal. 2Zahir profited from the
dire needs of some of his fellow villagers. Sugarcane cultiw
vators who desparately need money, speclally during the diffi-
cult months of June and July often sell their still immature
crops at half the rate they would get if they walted until they
could harvest the sugarcane, The seller receives the money at
the time of the transaction while the crop is still in the field,
Usually four or five months later when the crop is ripe the
buyer arranges to cut the sugarcane and sells it to the officlal
buying centre located in Natunpur. The buyer thus gets a 100
per cent rate of return within five months of his original invest-
ment, An officlal working at the sugarcane purchasing centre
in Natunpur revealed that about 90 per cent of the small growers
regularly sell thelr crops either some months before they mature

for half the ultimate price or shortly before the harvest at
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about 80 per cent of its value, Not only small farmers but
also middle peasants sell their cane crop some months before
it matures when they urgently require cash for an emergency
or working capital to help them cultivate their other crops

of paddy or jute,

Zahir is deeply involved in these sugarcane transactions.
He is always ready to buy the immature crop., When he later
sells it to the purchasing centre he not only gets the higher
price paid there but slso benefits from the arrangement whereby
growers are entitled to buy six seers sugar well below the
market price from the mill for every 25 maunds of cane they
deliver, Some of the money 2ahir has made by buying and selling
sugarcane he invested in acqulring more land, He offers farmers
attractive mortgage terms for their land. Most of the land he
thus acquired is situated in neighbouring villages. Raghurampur
lies adjacent to the para where Zahir resides; Jalgirpara
neighbours, Natunpara and its residents belong to Karim's samaj.
The following few examples show how 2Zahlr managed to increase
his landholding from six to 40 bigha. Meherullah, who resides
in Jsigirpara and belongs to Karim's samaj mortgaged three bigha
for Taka 500 to Zahir to whom he subsequently sold the land since
he was unable to repay his debt. Similarly, three girls from
Raghurampur mortgaged two bigha to Zahir for Taka 3,500, 2Zahir
expects that they too will not be able to pay their debt and
that he will acquire also this land. ©One of 2Zahir's friends
residing in Baspukuria, another village near Natunpur, mort-

gaged two bigha to him for Taka 5,000, The debtor lnvested the
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money in buying a pond, and then sold the land to Zahir. Hamid
of Biraldha, another village in Natunpur's vicinity also needed
cash and mortgaged two bigha to Zahir for Taka 3,500, Sohrab
of Jalgirpara straight away sold 2% bigha to 2Zahir for 5,000.

Sohrab needed the cash to arrange his daughter's marriage.

The preceeding account indicates several important features
of Natunpur's present day economy and soclety. It clearly shows
that only individuals, who are prepared to diversify their
economic activities have a chance to acquire more lands. They
do so by first acquiring mortgages of lands within easy reach
of Natunpur, and subsequently purchasing it when their debtors
are unable to repay the loan., Moreover, Zahir's land ascquisi-
tions also illustrate the reasons why some people mortgage and
sell land. All of them do so only because they urgently require
ready cash and land represents their only, or one of the few
assets they can sell, The social pressures which make men spend
a lot of money on their daughters' weddings forced Sohrab to
sell some of his land, Once farmers begin to sell off part of
their land a cumulative decline in their economic conditions
usually begins and it does not take long before they beconme

altogether landless,

These days a villager needs to extend his social network
over a wider area if he wants to acquire more land, Thus 2Zshir
now owns land in several villages neighbouring Natunpur. Even

so unless Zahir's children are at least as entrepreneurial as



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

55

their father each one of them will be left with only a small

acreage.

Profile II

Emdad's case indicates a similar spread of socio-economic
liﬁks with neighbouring villages, As the unmarried brother of
a middle-peasant, Emdad tries many different avenues to acquire
more funds to buy more land, Like Zahir he buys immature sugar-
cane at discount prices and makes a considerable profit in
selling the ripe crop; he slso offers loans against land mort-
gages., Since he insisted on keeping his earnings to himself
and refused to share them with his kin, his elder brother,
Rahman, got so upset that he decided to break up the complex
family. Rahman requested Emdad to form his separate household,
Accordingly, Emdad now lives with his widowed mother and one of
his brothers, who is disabled, while Rahman resides with his
wife and children as well as his youngest unmarried brother,
Thelr parental property was shared equally by Rahman and Emdadj
the latter continues to be entrepreneurial, while the former is
satisfied with concentrating on farming his inherited land.
Emdad buys land from whoever and wherever he can, He bought
1% bigha in Biraldha for Taka 1200 from a man whe at first had
given a mortgage. Ile slso acquired 2% bigha of Biraldha shrine
land for Taka 1200, In Fatehpur, another wvillage in Natunpur's
vicinity, Emdad bought 7 bigha for Taka 15,000, After the
purchase was completed he offered a share cropping arrangement

to the man from whom he bought the land. Moreover, he bought
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another two bigha in Baspukuria (a village neighbouring
Natunpur) for which he paid Taka 2000, Finally, he bought

three bigha in Natunpur from a fellow villager.

Emdad's case illustrates a number of interesting aspects
of present day village life., First of all, it shows the socig-
economic interdependence of villages. Emdad lends money to
many farmers residing in villages neighbouring Natunpur, If
they cannect repay their debts, and many are unable to find the
necessary money, Emdad purchases the land his debtors mortgaged
to him. Though he is always keen to increase the size of his
landholding, it often creates difficulties for him to cultivate
land situated outside his own village, This then results in
sharecropping arrangements between the new and the previous
landowner and reaffirms the socio-economic linkage between

Natunpur and its neighbecuring villages.

Emdad's widening social network has also helped him in
taking advantage of governmental schemes: he took a loan of
Taka 5,000 from the Agricultural Bank and another Taka 25,000
from the Janata Bank, which is also a Nationalised Bank. Access
to government credit schemes thus promotes a villager's entre-
preneurial activities. Emdad not only converted credit faci-
lities into lending against mortgages and subsequent land
purchases, but also ventured into business. He invested in
a construction business as well as in a sugarcane crusher which

processes molasses in Natunpur itself. He hires Natunpur
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labourers on a contract basis on his different business
activities. His continued economic success enables him to
enter into the political arena and become one of the village
leaders. He has already become a member of the Natunpur Social
welfare Project Committee, Juba-complex, (youth complex), and

of the erstwhile Gramsarker1 (village Government), These are

all new developmentally oriented institutions organised by

the Government., Emdad also takes part in the village salish.2
He thus shrewdiy uses his economic success to attaln political
positions which in turn put him in a strategic position to
strengthen his economic activities. However, it must be noted
in this context that to follow this path of development a man
needs to start off from a certain prestige base. Emdad enjoyed

this advantage for he comes from solid middle-peasant stock.

Not all entrepreneurs are equally fortunate.

Profile IIX

For instance, Abed Hazl has to struggle much harder than
Emdad to gain social recognition within Natunpur, although he
is now wealthier than tBmdad, Villagers still hold it against
him that he comes from pauper background, His father Eman Ali
was a resident of Murshidabad, now in India, He used to cross
the river Padma with other villagers and businessmen there and

came to Tebari, Taherpur and also to Natunpur for petty business.

1The institution of 'Gramsarker' (village government) was
introduced by the Government of Bangladesh in 1980. Now defunct.

2
Arbitration,
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Eman Ali used to sell areca nuts, betel leaves, clgarettes
etc. Subsequently, he started selling also molasses and

chatu (ground pulses) in the markets. Gradually he came to
know the people of this area and settled in Natunpur, He
built a thatched house near the Natunpur Hat, (bi-weekly
market) brought his wife, bought a cow, started selling cow
milk and also used to sell sreca nuts and betel leaves in the
hat as well as to villagers. At that time there was a doctor
in the village dispensary named Dr., Hussain, Eman Ali's wife
used to address the doctor's wife as mother though it was only
a fictive relationshlip. Eman Ali used to sell milk to the
Hugsains, Then afterwards Dr, Hussain bought a tamtam, a kind
of horse cart., He used this tamtam to visit his patients in
different villages. He asked Eman Ali to drive the cart for
him, The patient used to pay the charge for driving the tamtam,
the money was taken by Eman Ali., Dr, Hussain bought two more
tamtams which were driven by Kalimuddin and his brother Mayez,
Kalimuddin is now one of the richest farmers in Natunpur., Eman
Ali's eldest son also drove the tamtam., At the time Abed was
a young boy and went to primary school. During off time he
used to sell, in the weekly markets, a kind of cake made of
ground rice called dhupi-pitha. He was already then able to
make a profit of 56 paisa (hundred paisa make one taka) with
which he prepared a small box and borrowed some matches, bidi
{country cigarettes), areca nuts and leaves from the shop of
Ramakanta, who is the brother of newly rich Natunpur farmer,

Haradhan and started retailing these items in the weekly markets
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whenever he found time, Thus he came to know many traders,
Once he was grown up he started selling kerosine with Ganesh
Agarwala and Balaram Agarwala (two Marwarli Indian businessmen)
and also mustard oil with Hara Prasad Roy of Natore. At the
time of the second world war, he managed to secure a food grain
licence. As a result he had to collect paddy in the Sadar
Sub-division. At that time he managed to make a good profit.
Abed asserts that he could not sleep at night 1n peace unless
he was able to make a profit of at least Taka 500 daily. This
may be an exaggerated statement since Taka 500 then was a

fortune, but it indicates his economic aptitude.

India was divided in the year 1947, and with the abolition
of zamindari rule, land came onto the market., Abed Hazl together
with Kalimuddin and Pramanik bought substantial areas of land,
In 1951, Abed bought 10 bigha of land in Biraldah, his elder
brother used to look after that agricultural land. One bigha
of land then sold at a price of Taka 20 to 25, In the same Yyear
Abed got the contract for the supply of sheep and goats to an
Institute in Rajshahi. At that time he came in contact with
many more people. He got contracts to supply bricks, cut earth
for roads and alsec to construct roads in different places of
the then East Pakistan, He ventured as far as Dhaka, Barisal,
Faridpur, Cox's Bazar etc, In the year 1953 hls father died and
his eldest brother Azhar continued to look after the lands. But

1

in the year 1958 at the time of Ayub Khan™ he came back home and

lAyub Khan - President of Pakistan from 1958-69.
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started living in Natunpur. Two years later Abed got work in
the government works programme, With an influential man of
Baneswar (recently he became the Chairman of the Baneswar Unlon
Parishad) Abed started a trading outfit and won the contract to
construct roads and bulldings in Puthia thana and the nearby
area. In 1963 electricity came to Baneswar. As referred to
earlier, Baneswar, is a very important place because it is a
big market place and the Union Office is also situated here.
Jadunath Agarwala, another Marwarl of Baneswar started a flour
and oil mill there. 1In 1968 he sold a share in the mill to
Abed because he needed money for the marriage of his daughter,
Thus Abed got involved in 0il and flour milling in Baneswar;
now he has got the largest mill in Baneswar., In 1978 when elec-
tricity came to Natunpur, he took the opportunity and started a
flour and rice mill in Natunpur. While investing in many
different kinds of enterprises, he alsoc bought lands whenever
he found the opportunity to do so. He also offered credit
against land mortgages and dealt in sugarcane, He managed to
buy 20 bilgha in one plot and established a deep tubewell on his
land. Abed had to follow devious routes to acquire these 20
contiguous bigha, He pursues s number of different kinds of
business ventures and like Emdad takes advantage of the low
cost Government credit scheme, Not so long ago he borrowed
Taka 15,000 from a Nationalized bank and invested money in
breeding fish in the village ponds. All his life Abed Hazl

seems to have been alert to new economic opportunities, which
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which enabled him to become one of the richest men in the

arcae

After the liberation of Bangladesh in 1971 Abed was jailed
for one year because of his collaboration with the Pakistani
militis. As soon as he was released he went on a pllgrimage
to liecca and on his return he arranged and paild for the buille.
ding of a mosque by the side of the big Natunpur pond and the
main road passing through the village. He decided to devote
all the money realised from his fish-breeding in this pond for
the maintenance of the mosque and the support of an Iman, the
an calling for and leading the prayers in the mosque., Thereby

he has become a fazisaheb, a holy ran.

In spite of 5l1ll1 Abed's wealth and the benefit that this
has bought, he is still not regarded with the respect he thinks
lie deserves, There is a lot of gossip circulating about Abed
iiazd in Natunpur., Even his own sanaj people say that he has
married four wives of whom two died, one is still with him,
while he deserted the other, They allege that he has taken over
all the property his numerous wives had inherited from their own
parents, It is also rumoured that he fraudulently deprived
villagers of their land, Abed Hazl is generally regarded as a
shrewd and mischlevous person: he compelled his own brother to
leave his lands and Hatunpur and move to Rajshahi, In 1971 during
the war of liberatlon he took active part in killing freedom

fighters; he is also believed to have looted rich Hindu homes,
which made him rich overnight.
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2.5 The Operation of Landholdings

The majority of Natunpur people look after their own land,
There 1s nobody who is only a sharecropper. There are share-
croppers who also own land, Only a few households have given
up all their lands in sharecropping due to different reasons,

As mentioned earlier, the large majority of Natunpur households
are composed of small farmers and laniless families. They
constitute altogether 70 per cent of the total number of village
households (see Table 6), This accounts for the fact that
sharecropping is not very common in the village., Jnly & few
wealthy landowners are in a positlon to offer sharecropping
arrangements while some of the small farmers are forced by lack
of the necessary tools and equipment to have their land cultle
vated by sharecroppers, Table 7 shows that 40 per cent of
Natunpur households who sharecrop out are responsible for 70 per
cent of the land so cultivated. Those are the richest land-
owners, Now more than 7 per cent of the sharecropped out land
1s owned by small farmers. Only 37 per cent of Natunpur shsre-
cropped out land 1s cultivated by Natunpur villagerss. [lost of
the other land i1s situated in nearby villages where it is cul=
tivated by local residents, By contrast only a nominal awmount
of Natunpur land is cultivated by Natunpur villagers and owned
by outsiders, Only as few as 9 per cent of Natunpur houscholds
have given 211 bighas of land in sharecropping while 15 per cent
of the households have taken 78,5 bighas of land in sharecropping.

Thus 1t shows that comparatively more land is given out in
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Table 7

Sharecropping Land Owned by Natunpur Residents

Seonomle T Tiouseholds | Amount of | louseholds ) Amount of land
cate éries ! sharecrop } Land in ! sharecrop ; in Bighas
g ' out ! Bighas ! in :

! Noe ! '1oe | % 4§ NOey % , li0e § %
Rich 4 40 148 70 1l 6 18 23
lilddle 3 30 49 23 7 41 48,5 62
Sinall 3 30 14 7 8 47 11,5 14
Landless - - , - - 1l & U0e5 1
Total : 10 100 211 100 17 100 78.5 100

sharecropping than is taken in, Half of the nine per cent of
housecholds vho have given land in sharecropping have gilven all
their land in sharecropping; these total altogether five house-
holds., Among them one rich peasant has sll his lands in the
adjacent village, where he used tc live before; he has glven
a1l his land in sharecropping to the people of that area, This
systom is going on since thelr forefathers time., The other
male members of the household are mainly engaged in business
and other professions, The heads of two other tiindu houscholds
belonging to the middle and small strata respectively are two
brothers who give away 2ll their land in sharecropping. They
are engaged in business, They lost their father when they were

cquite young, so their mother gave away lands in sharecropping

'
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since there was nobody to lock after the property, Gven now
they do not have any implements for cultivation, They do not
heve the experlence and the ability to look after the land
therselves., Another one is a very old man whose extended
family has broken up: he partitioned his land property, most
of it he gave to his sons outright, while the rest he leased
out to sharecrop. The old couple now live by themselves, thelr
narried daughters come and visit them whenever they can manage,
Cne son now works in Rsjshahi, He gave his land to his brother
for sharecropping, These accounts lndicate the varlous reasons
why people of different categories have given their lands in

sharecropping.

In Natunpur, four (66%) of the rich give theilr land in
sharecropping. As mentioned earlier one rich man has glven all
his land¢ in sharecropping while the other people have given only
portions, which are situated in different villages, far away
from thelr residences. The land is given for sharecropping to
the people of the area where it is situated. Only one of the
sharecroppers is related to a rich peasant. The richest man of
Natunpur Abed Hazi has given Bl)% bighas of land in sharecropping.
Altogether 14 people of the village and the nearby villages do
the sharecropping for him, iils daughtér's husband has got three
bighas of this land in sharecropping. ke is & small farmer and
hls economic condition is not very good. Otherwise none of the

sharecroppers are related to Abed Hazi, iost of his land is
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4iven to three influential middle pessants, two of them are
from Natunpur and the other is from a nearby village, Thus he
has developed a very strong patron-client relationship, Abed
Hazl i1s the richest businessman of the area, he is incressing
his business day by day. He 1s investing his capital in

business with the intention of increasing his income flow,

It needs to be stressed here again that land is becoming
scarce in Natunpur, therefcre, those who are interested in
buying land try to do so in different villages, It is of course
difficult to get land in adjascent plots or even in the same area.
As I already outlined newly emerging Natunpur landowners are
buying land in different surrounding villages; they even give
out mortgaged lands they acquire to the mortgager to sharecrop
them., It 1s too difficult for the new owner to cultivate land
under his own supervision, Even in Natunpur village itself
there arc people who have mortgaged their land and then agreed
to sharecrop it, There were three such cases in Nstunpur in the
vear 1978, The man who has mortcaged hls land finds this a
useful arrangement because he can get at least half the produce,
Small peasant Afzal gives his six bighas of land in sharecro-
pping to hils fatherwin-law because he himself does not have the
necessary farming implements. Moreover, he 1s not efficient
enough to manage the property on his own and he is the only male
member of his household, He keeps 1) bighas of land which he
iz cultivating himsel€, for that he has to hire both implements

and labour., One small peasant sold asway a portion of his land
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and bought a plough and bullecks in the hope that he will get
land from others and sharecrop it, But he complalned that
landowners do not want to give land in sharecropping to poor

people,

Landlords often prefer to have kinsmen rather than strangers
as sharecroppers. Among the rich people who have given lands in
sharecropping, two do not have any kinsmen who can sharecrop
their lands; another one lets one of his poor kinsmen cultivate
his lands, while the last one rents his lands out to a man, who
ouns adjoining plots and 1s, therefore, in a good position to

gharecrop the land,

It, therefore, emcrges that rich farmers let their land be
sharecropped and give more attention to business, they also put
their land into sharecrepping if i¢ is far away from thelir reach
to look after the land, The relationship between a sharecro=
pper and this landowner develeps into a patron and client linkage,
The sharecropper is obliged to the landowner., By contrast in
cases of small and middle peasants who have given land in sharee
‘cropping to & person aconomically better off than the landowner,
the situation iz quite differcnt, There the landlords are seen
to be obliced to the sharecropper. In case of problems they take
the help of the sharecropper. For instance the two liindu house-
holds who have given theilr land to Zahir for sharecropping feel
secure in doing so because they will get their proper share; in

case of hardship, they get a loan, if necessary they can mortgage
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their land to Zahir and most important of all, in case of
communal tensions they can count on protection from Zahlr,
Zahir stated publicly that if they sell land, they are going to
sell it to him, Thus they have their mutual calculations, Yet
sharecropping is not a common phenomenon in Natunpur, Though
apparently it seems that a good amount of land 1s under share-
cropping, a close look shows that it belongs to a negligible

few,

So far 1 discussed the paétern of sharecropping. Giow I
turn to the land mortgage system that 1s avallable in Natunpur,
Generally the urgent need for cash forces farmers to mortgage
some of their land, Natunpur households have mortgaged 22%
bighas to fellow villagers and 3% bighas to outsiders. In
mortgages as in sharecropping kinship and village neighbours
play an important part, Only if there Is no kinsman or close
friends prepared to contract a mortgage the farmer appreoaches
someone else, As mentioned earlier rich farmer Zahir acquired
mortgages of 14 bighas, Most of the land is situated in nearby
villages, He attracted debtors by offering them a high value
for their mortgaged land, Many of these mortgagors are unable
to repay their debts and ultimately sell the land to the person
to whom the land is mortgaged. This enables the creditors to

sccumulate a considerable acreage in a short period of time.

Here 1s a detall of the situation (see Table 8). Of the
22 households who mortgaged land, 64 per cent are small peasants,

32 per cent are middle and only 4 per cent are rich households,
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Altogether 26 blghas of land are thus mortgaged of which 71
per cent are given by small peasants, 25 per cent by middle
ones and only 4 per cent by rich households, But in case of
mortgagees the situation is somewhat different. Only 14 house-
holds have taken lands in mortgage of which 21 per cent are
rich, 36 per cent are middle and 43 per cent are small house-
holds. They have taken altogether 50 bighas of lands, 22%
bighas are located in Natunpur village and the remaining 27%
bighas are in neighbouring villages. Thirty-six per cent of
land is taken by the rich, 33 per cent by the middle and the
rest 1s taken by small peasants, Among this 31 per cent small

peasants, only one doas not have implements for farming, All

Table 8

Land Mortqages in Natunpur (households)

T Hortgagors | Amount of { Mortgagees ; Amount of Land

[]
Zconomlc | ] H
£fL ! Land in | of Land { in Bighas
categorles E_o and ! Bighas : or M8 H 9
_j No.; 4 i No.; % i No. _i» % | No. |} %
Rich 1 4 1 4 3 21 18 36
1iddle 7 32 6% 25 5 36 16% 33
Small 14 64 184 71 6 43 15% 31

Total: 22 100 26 100 14 100 50 100
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the others hove the necessary agricultural assets., These small
pcasants are all among the ones who are improving their econonic
condition from their inherited position, On the other hand
among the small peasants who have mortgaged their lands only cone
houseliold has farming implements., All of them are set on a
downward economic trend, Only two of them have mortgaged their
land to relatives, All the others have pledged it to the
villagers,. Niddle and rich Natunpur peasants are mortgagees

not only in their own village but also in neighbouring villages,
By contrast all Natunpur mortgagors got loans from Natunpur
people only, This indicates that Natunpur villagers are ecobo-
mically well off to meet the village demand for credit, They

do not have to ask neighbouring villagers to take their land in
mortgage, Those who have implements and are 1ln need of money
often mortgage their land to the person from whom he can take
land as sharecropper. As for example, Badar, a middle peasant,
who already sharecrops Abed Hazi's land has given Abed Hazl

2 bighas of land and has taken Taka 5,000, This is a much larger
amount than the prevalent rate, Badar 1s now sharecropping the

aforesaid land., Thus he can get half the produce,

only one Natunpur woman has taken land in mortgage. She
15 the wife of a rich peasant and the mother of Gopal, a middle
peasant, Gopal and Barek, s small peasant have been close
friends from childhood. This has brought the famlilies close
together. At the time of the liberation period, Barek saved
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the lives of his Hindu family friends, He helped Gopal's

fariily to go to India snd take shelter there during the crisis,
wWhen Gopal's family returned, Barek gave two bighas of land to
Gopal's mother and received Taka 2,500, Barek is now share-
cropping this land, Barek's brother Ajam, a small hard working
farmer takes mortgages from others, But Barek preferred to
mortgage his land to Gopal's mother becsuse he can now sharecrop
it, Gopal's father gives all his land in sharecropping, Thus
though Barek could have asked his brother to take his land in
mortgage, he calculated that it is wiser to give land to somebody
from whom he can get it to sharecrop which may also give him some
social security. Barek 1s the son of the late Paramanik {(leader)
and now he 1s one of the Paramaniks of the village., Gopal's
family is also an influential family of the village, The two
families are on friendly terms, Gopal's mother is as yet the

only Natunpur woman who has taken land in mortgage.

HMortgages provide money in time of crisis, but for small
peasants they mark a step in the downward economic trend, They
generally do not get the land mortgaged as sharecroppers and
at the same time 1t becomes difficult for them to return money
thus borrowed, Rich and middle peasants thus take advantage of
this opportunity and offer more money to the debtors agalnst the
mortgage of lands, As mentioned earller often mortgagees offer
good rates which the poor peasants are unsble to repay and are,
therefore, ultimately compelled to sell land to the creditors.
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This same process extends over surrounding villages (see C.ge,

the coses of Zahir and tmdad, p. 52-5%).

2.6 Aqricultursl Implements

Ownership of agricultursl assets especially bullocks and
ploughs are very important in cultivating land, It is diffi-
cult to comment how far the lack of such agricultural implements
affects the gradual loss of land but my Natunpur study gives
an idea how important they are and how their lack leads small
peasants to become poor day by day. Women have very little role
to play in this context, except that they may use thelr pater-
nally inherited property to help their husbands acquire some
necessary assets, Uomen, however, are affected by the on-going
economic trend of the households, They always try to adjust
themselves to the situation in which they find theumselves,

Natunpur farmers claim that one plough and a palr of
bullocks are necessary for the cultivation of 14 to 15 bighas
of land, Table 9 sets out in detail the expenses and ylelds
involved in the cultivation of different crops on one bigha of
i1and in different seasons of the year. The information pro-
vided here is based on data collected in 1978, Specially in
the sowlng season the need for bullocks and plough is very much
felt., Bullocks are necessary also for threshing. A bullock=cart
is another useful asset for a farmer, With it one can carry
the crops from the field and also can carry them to the market

for sale. when not used for personal use, it can be used for
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carrying loads to different places, It is considered as a

convenient and important source of income,

Table 9

Comgargfive Expenses and Yields for
Different Crops per 3igha*

H ! Wheat H H

i ﬁ:gdy E (winter i Sugarcane E Jute

: +a%a ! crop ¢ Taka } Taka

: 1 Taka) : H
Sowing 60 60 96 60
lianure etc, 145 190 480 135
Jeeding 95 110 120
Reaping 40 50 200 90
Total Expense 340 290 886 405
Total Yield 700 700 2,000 700

*For details see Charts I(A,B,C,D),
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Chart 1C

Cultivation Cost of One Bigha Sugarcane

Floughing (8x12) vow
1 md, Fhosphate, 1 md, Urea,

30 seers of Potash vee
100 mds, Cowdung veo
Seedlings (15x100) cos
Flanting (8x5) ese
5 Labourers {food/bidi) coen

Digging (turning up earth 4 times) (3x5x4)
Reaping (25x8) ese

Total Taka:

Chart 1D

Cultivation Cogt of One Bigha Jute

Ploughing (5x12) ces
Phosphate (10 seers) cnw
Potash (5 seers) coe
Urea (15 seers) cee
Cowdung sse
1% seers of seed ose

weeding 3x8 labourers (3x5x8) ...
Jute cutting labourers (8x5) cos

Taking jute out oo
3idi and food LE X

Total Toka:

75

Taka
96,00

230,00
100,00
150,00
40,00
10,00
60,00
200,00

886,00

Taka
60,00
15,00
5.00
23,00

50,00
12,00
120,00
40,00
50,00
30,00

e

405,00




Dhaka University Institutional Repository

76

Table 10

Ownership of Agqricultural Assets
in Cconomic Categories

! Bullocks, plough | Bullocks & H lo
] ] [}
t:ﬁghgigizg H and carts 1_Plough } _Implements

Ng H Hiouseholds ! Households | Houscholds

L] 4 ] [ ]
} No. % i No. ' % 1§ Ho. !} %

Rich - 6 5 83 - - 1l 17
middle- 26 16 62 6 23 4 15
Small~ 43 2 5 10 23 31 72
Landless - 35 - - - - 35 100
Total - 110 23 21 16 14 71 65

Among Natunpur households 65 per cent do not possess any
plough, bullocks, or carts, 14 per cent possess only a plough
and bullocks and the remaining 21 per cent possess plough
bullocks and cart, ©Of the 21 per cent who possess a plough,
bullocks and a cart, 22 per cent belong to the rich while 62
per cent and nine per cent belong to the middle and small cate-
gories respectively, ©On the other hand, of all the rich Natunpur
peasants 83 per cent possess a plough, bullocks and a cart. Among
the middle category, 62 per cent and asmong the small category
five per cent do so. Seventy-two per cent small category house-
holds do not possess any of these implements for cultivation.

These rich and middle households who do not own any implements
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for cultivation, are the people who have glven all their land in
sharecropping, But in case of the small peasants who do not
possess implements, only a few gave land for sharecropping, they
hire implements for cultivation., Thus it becomes difficult for

them to improve their economic condition,

i1t is considerably more costly to hire equipment than just
to pay for labour, To engage a labourer for a morning's work
costs takas five, while 1t costs taka twelve to get a man with a
plough to do the ploughing., At least five ploughings are necc-
ssary to prepare one blgha of paddy land, This makes it prohi-
bitively expensive for s farmer without a plough and bullocks to
cul tivate paddy,

Mozahar of Satbhagipara gave sway all his land for sharce-
cropping; Afzal another small farmer gave away som@ portions of
his land for sharecropping and hired implements and labour for
cultivating the rest of the land, 1In both cases the household
heads are the only males around gble to work in the field, Af=zal
is planning to buy a plough and bullocks, so that he can cultivate
land by himself, But HMozahar does not have any future plan like

that,

Kabir, snother small peasant, marrled recently, He got
two cows, but both the cows were sick and weak, He sold the
cows and with money bought sugsrcsne from a needy person in the
hope that with the profit he will be able to purchase bullocks,

Because of his extreme poverty he could not realise his plan.
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He now has to hire ploughs and bullocks from his uncle (fother's
brother), Again in the case of Ansar when one of his bullocks
was sick, it was not possible for him to plough with only one
strong and another weak bullock, He had to change one; to do so
he had to mortgage a portion of his land, which it was difficult
for him to get back, Wwomen have little part to play in these
situations, ©Only in the cases where women have property of their
own it can be used on such occasions, Ismail's second brother's
wife gave taka 2,000 to her husband to buy a bullock which he

needed urgently for the cultivatlon of the land,

So far 1 discussed ownership of land and the importance of
the ownership of implements for cultivation, Importance of
having sufficient family labour is also great in agricultursl

households specially among the small and the middle farmers,

2.7 Labour Force Participation in Cultivation

women in Natunpur as in most other Bangladesh societies do
not work in the fields, All cultivating operations are performed
by men, some of whom work on their own farms, while others are
tenants or hired labourers, Table 11 shows that mole members from
59 per cent of total households take part in cultivating their
own lands, i,e,, they work in the fields, 31 per cent of the
total populatlon are slready landless, so there is no question
of thelr working on their own fields, HNinety-eight per cent of

small peasants, 77 per cent of middle and 50 per cent of the rich
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work on thelr own fields.1 The other half of rich households
do not work on their own land; they get sharecroppers to do so,
they are engaged in business, and employ permanent and/or
occasional labour whenever necessary. Among the middle pessants,
15 per cent do not have agricultural implements (see Table 10),
three of them give their land to sharecroppers so there 1s no
need of agricultural implements and the other one who is set on
a downward economic trend, does not have any agricultural imple-
ments; he has already mortgaged a portion of his land, Twenty=
three per cent middle peasants do not work in the fleld, the
only elder son in one of these households is studylng st the
University and is thus not able to work in the fields, three
others give land for sharecropping and the other two houschold
heads, engaged in business, employ yearly permanent labourers,
only two households, i,e, five per cent of the total small
category houssholds have plough, bullocks and bullock cart, One
of them 1s the son of o rich household and has lnherited these
assets from his father, the other one, a hard working migrant
from India, is determined to improve his lot, ©Bxcept one school
teacher i.,e., two per cent of the smasll category, all the other
98 per cent work in the fields, Most of them work on other
people's land as casual labour., Among the 33 per cent small

peasants who have mortgaged their land, except for one none has

1Ganerally rich farmers in Bangladesh do not work in the
field, but in Natunpur 50 per cent rich farmers work in the field,
they have traditional agricultural background and do not belong
to Bhadralok category.
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implements for cultivation, Thus the ownership of implements
and the avallability of labour in the household itself or the
ability of the household to employ lsbour is a precondition for
successful cultivation procedures, Apart from self-employment
there are the following types of farm labour avalleble in

latunpur,

a) Neej: This occurs msinly during paddy harvesting., A
1sbourer starts reaping paddy early in the morning, He then
carries the crop to the threshing ground where he finishes
threshing by evening, The farmer has to provide meals for the
lsbourers. ©On finishing threshing each labourer 1s pald seven
seers of paddy fsr every 10 mds, of paddy, Households which
pursue mainly agricultural activities and earn only little cash
prefer engaging labour on a ieej basis, Labourers thus engaged
are within the employer's kin group or of his samaj. Mostly
they arc the inhabitants of the small village. But with the
spreading of a cash economy the system is changing gradually.
Poor villagers from the nearby villages have started working in
Natunpur and are paid in cash., Some of the Natunpur agricultural
labourers started to go in groups to villages to the north of
Natunpur where they work during harvesting time and get remune-—

rated on a lieei basis,

) Cash payments: The labourer works from 7 O'clock to
1
12 o'clock. He gets nasta (breakfast) generally chavati in his

employers house and is pald Tska S, If he works again in the

lHand-made bread,
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afterncon from 2 to.5, he gets another Taka 3.1 Only for har-
vesting paddy some labour is paid in kind; otherwise 3ll other

types of agricultural work are remunerated in cash,

¢) Gtxchange labour: 'A' may work in 'B's field for two
days, in return 'B' workes in 'A's fleld for another two days.

This is a straight forwa¥d reclprocal arrangement,

d) Contract lsbour: Such labour contract is made by mutual
agrecnent, On completing the job labourers are paid, Among men
cash payment is more prevalent vhile among women payment in kind
is more common, Problems regarding women's work and remuneraw

tion are discussed in chapter four,

2.8 Cropping Pattern

Rice 1s the staple food of the area; wheat ls also used,
Since 1976 Natunpur villagers grow more and more wheat. They
bagan to grow the new HYV wheat called sonali which the Govern-
ment imported from Indla, Before that the wheat which grew here
was of low quality, the yleld being only about 5/6 msunds per
bigha. Sugarcane is the main cash crop, After the establishment
of the sugarcane purchasing centre in Natunpur, sugarcane pro-
duction around the centre has increased, Jute and other pulses

and oil-seeds are also grown in Natunpur, Flooding is not a

1
These wage rates were operative in 1978 when the datas
were collected,
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problem in the area unlike other parts of Bangladesh, On the
other hand, here scarcity of water 1s a problem, Deep tubewells
are installed in various parts of the area. If irrigation can
be effectively provided, it will be of great help to the area.
The land 1s reasonably fertile and can produce two or even three
crops a year, Below are the charts of the yleld of different

crops grown in Neatunpur,

Chart 2A

Crops CGrown on one Blgha non-lrrigated Land

Kind Sowing Reaping Yield

Aus April-May Aug.-Sept, 7 mds. “

Aman June=July Nov.=Dec, & mds.

theat Nov., -~ Dec, March-April 7 rmds,
Chart 28

Cne 3igha Sugarcanae, Time of Cultivation and Yleld

Sowing Reaping Yield

Cct.=iiov, Oct,~Lcc, 200 mds.
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Chart 2C

One 3igha Jute, Time of Cultivation and Yicld

Sowing Reaplng Yield

llarcheApril July-August 7 mds

The crop calendar indicates that it 1s much more time
consuming to cultivate sugarcane than to grow paddy or wheat,
However, here it must be remembered that sugarcane is a 12
months crop, whereas paddy and wheat are five to six months
crops., It is possible to grow two crops of paddy and wheat for

one crop of sugarcane on the sesme bigha over a calendar year,

Table 12

mparative Market Value, Cultivation Cost d
Profits for Different Crops per Biﬁha ;19783

Yield Market velue Cultivation Cost Profits

Crop mds, Taka Taka Taka
Paddy (Aus) 7 700,00 340,00 360,00
{Aman) 8 800,00 340,00 460, 00
wheat 7 700,00 290,00 410,00
Sugarcane 200 2000,00 886,00 1,114,00

Jute 7 700,00 405,00 295,00
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Table 12 shows that it costs more than twice as much to
cultivate one bigha of sugarcane than it does to grow any other
crop in Natunpur. Here it should be noted that the calculation
of cultivation costs includes cash expenditure such as the hire
of implements, labour, the purchase of fertilizer and seeds

(see Chart 1A,B,C,D),

Rich and poor farmers alike in Natunpur all grow stsple
as well as cash crops, although 99 per cent of small and middle
peasants sell either all or a portion of thelr cash crops to
brokers at well below the market price. The following account
of cropping patterns among different categories of farmers should
help show the considerations which guide cropping decisions.
one of the small farmers in Natunpur devoted half his land to
paddy, 17 per cent to wheat and jute and the remaining 33 per
cent to sugarcane, A middle peasant cultivated 24 per cent of
his land with paddy, 15 per cent with jute and the remaining 61
per cent with sugsrcane, Similarly, Zahir, one of the richest
Natunpur farmers grew paddy on 24 per cent of his land in 1978,

wheat on 15 per cent and sugarcane on 61 per cent,

This comparative cropping pattern indicates that the wealthier
farmers devote a congidersbly larger proportion of their land to
growing cash crops, while the smaller peasants put more of thelr
land under subsistence crops., However, even small farmers grow

some cash crops. They do so largely because it provides them
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with a minimum security; they know that if necessary they can

sell the crop even long before it matures, Sugarcane cultivation
ylelds an attractive income, At cane harvesting time even the
poorest farmers have some cash available, Therefore, the marriage

season coincides with this period in the year,

2,9 Economic Diversification

Though land is still the major source of income in Natunpur,
there exists already in the village considerable economic diver-
sification, Villagers engage in business, petty trade, driving
and several other occupations, They are in a good position to
do so because thelr village used to be the site of a biw-weekly
market. There exists, therefore, a trading tradition, Moreover,
Hatunpur 1s strategically placed by the roadside and has thus
ready access to a transport as well as communication network,

The extent of economlc diversification seems to indicate the level
of development, It varies between the paras. Satbhaglpara
accommodates 14 households, all of whom except one belong to

small farmer or landless category, FPetty trading 1s the only
other subsidiary occupation which a few of them pursue, In
Natunpara only 28 per cent of the male households have agriculture
as their maln occupation, while Beharipara men follow an even

greater varlety of activitles,

In Natunpara 40 per cent of households have lived for more
than two generations, 25 per cent are second generation settlers

and 35 per cent are lst generation immlgrants (see Tsble 4).
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Among the rich and the middle peasants 28 per cent are first
generation settlers but all of them are here for more than 50
years, Two of them came as children, hen they grew up one of
them recelved property from his affines and the other has gra-
dually acquired landed property, All the others came to
Natunpara with some money and have gradually bought lands, They
are hardworking and have improved thelr economic condition over
the years, All of them came from an agricultural background and
have invested their capitasl and energy in acquiring landed pro-
perty, At the time they settled here, land was not so scarce,
They got land from the zamindars and also from the old settlers
who were becoming poorer day by day, Afterwards only a few of
the small peasants have managed to buy land in Natunpara; they
are the relatives of the first and second generation settlers,
Though they have been staying in Natunpara for less than 50 years
they could get accommodation in this part of the village, There
are people among them with an agricultural background pursulng
other occupations as well, Even so, land is being continually
divided among heirs, Those who are engaged in other gainful

occupations, can gtill improve thelr economic condition,

within the small farmer and the landless catagory most of
the recent migrants are from Comilla and from the nearby villages,
As mentioned earlier one Comilla person came here with his slster
who married a middle peasant, Wwhen the boy grew up he bought a

plot of land and at the same time attracted his relations from
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Comilla whom he offered shelter, They could buy land and do
whatever work was offered, Most of them are doing petty
business. Those who have come from neighbouring villages with
agricultural background are now engaged as agricultural lsbou-
rers, Those who have come with some skill like carpentry etc,
are pursuing their craft, Settlers' previous experiences help
them find jobs if the opportunity at all exists., Nobody can
take up a traditional job without any previous experience, New
technical training like driving cars and buses are taken by all
categories of people. In Natunpara driving and talloring
sttract the young, They are boys with some education and with
some economic support from their respective femilles, There
are men among the landless who gradually have lost their land
and have become agricultural labourers, Some of them also work
as porters at the local bi-weekly market, Portering is con-
sidered low status work, but they have to do this Job because
they lack the skill to do any other work and do not have the
capital eilther. There are also people with vagabond nature in
Natunpara, They cannot stick to any one job, They are inevi-
tably on a downward economic trend, In a household like that,
wife and children, alsoc have to work for a living., In rural
Bangladesh this kind of character 1s not a rare phenomenon,
Those who are that way inclined try their hands at petty trading,
Two small category households have mortgaged and sold their small
plots of lsnd; one of them has become a bus driver (Rakib),

Two of Paramanik's sons are planning to sell the small portions

of land they have inherited and invest the money in setting up
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a flour mill with Hazi's son on a share basis., Thus some
Natunpara people with small amounts of land without the nece-
ssary implements but with some education sell their landholding
and invest money in business., If a famlly changes from con-
centrating on agriculture to the pursuance of business or

other occupations which do not have connections with agriculture
then sutomatically the women's work pattern slso changes, They
do not get any more agricultural produce for processing in the
homestead, Such familles are more interested in educating their

children than are farming households,

As mentioned earlier most of the new settlers in Natunpur
reside in Beharipara., Only six per cent of the households have
been living there for more than two generations, 58 per cent are
2nd generation settlers and the remaining 36 per cent are first
generation settlers. (see Table 4), Except for a few all the
other new settlers have no agricultural background. At the same
time it must be remembered it is not easy to get or buy land
wherever one wants to do so, Rich and middle strata with a
trading tradition usually try to start dolng business; whenever
possible they invest the earnings in land and thus further
improve their economic condition, They often give this land in

sharecropping and in turn invest the profit in business agaln,

The case of Abed Hazl and Haradhan are illustrative of
this trend, liaradhan could not progress the way Abed Hazl

proceeded, As a Hindu and thus member of an ethnic minority
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llaradhan felt insecure after the liberation of Bangladesh and
could not make up his mind whether to stay in the village or

to migrate to India. Abed Hazi's relatives who recently
immigrated came with a trading tradition, They do not have
resources to buy land nor the incentive to do so, Hence they
start petty trading, selling different things at different
markets. Among those some have sweets shops, Some of the small
and middle peasants who do not have a trading tradition also
have been engaged in business, Middle peasant Karim of Beha-
ripara with an agricultural background is known as a good

cultivator., He is also engaged with Abed in a business venture,

In Beharipara 46 per cent of households are landlessj only
three of them who come from an agricultural background are
engaged in agriculture as labourers, all the others pursue
different kinds of occupation (see Table 13B), Table 133 shows
that only nine per cent of households depend solely on agri-
culture and only 18 per cent are engaged mainly as agricultural
labourers, Thls shows the involvement of Beharipara people in
diversified economic activities, The fact that only six per
cent of households in Beharipara have been living here for more
than two generatlons clearly indicates that landlessness in
Beharipara is not the result of partition of landed property
over the generations, Here more people are recent immigrants
with s trading tradition and are, therefore, engaged in diffe~
rent kinds of occupations, However, if e small farmer pursues

either only agriculture or petty trading he 1is unlikely to
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improve his lot, A big businessman like Abed ltazi can easily
improve his economic conditlion by doing business only. He has
a big house in which he lives and he lets out portions of his
house to the people who have come to Natunpur for village level
government service, Previously a few such service holders

used to live with the villagers and paid monthly or yearly for
their food. They never brought their familles to the village
where they worked, Recently the situation has begun to change,
Outsiders are coming to stay in the village with their families
and they rent houses, This is a new source of income for

Natunpur residents,

In the village context possession of landholding and the
ability to meet the family's basic needs, like food, witn the
produce of one's land is still considered prestigious, Wealthler
women can employ poorer onas for the processing of crops; they
can help anybody they want to and they can sell the crops without
the knowledge of the household head and use money in whatever
way they choose. Women appear to prefer the cultivation of
staple foods, Women are only marginally involved with cash
crops like sugarcane, but they take away the fibres from the
jute sticks, Only when farmers employ labourers in the sugar-
cane fields women have indirectly more work to do i.e., they
have to make more chapsties for the labourers!® breakfast., This

is & lsborlous job.
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As mentioned earlier Satbhagipara is the oldest and most
congested area of Natunpur, All the households there belong
to one gqustl, Ninety-three per cent of Satbhagipara households
have been here for more than two generatlons, Gradually over
the gencrations the original family divided into 16 households,
Two of them moved to Natunpara and the remaining fourteen
households are still living in Satbhagipara. Among them only
7 per cent belong to the middle category, 72 per cent are smnall
farmers and the rest have become landless in the course of time
(sce Table 6), Only one i,e, 7 per cent of the Satbhagipara
households lives on the products of agriculture only, 3ut among
the small farmers 70 per cent are agricultural lsbourers and
30 per cent work as petty traders of agricultural products,
All the landless houscholds in Satbhagipara are engaged in
agricultural labour finding work at Satbhagipars and Natunpara.
The Natunpara people employ lsbourers from other villages as

well,

The majority of the Natunpur households who have mortgaged
the lands belong to this para: 64 per cent of Satbhaglipara
households mortgaged portions of their land, Sixty per cent of
the small peasants of Satbhagipsra do not possess any implements
for cultivation, Only one small household head 1ls educated.

He is a teacher in the village primary school, He got married
to 2 girl from a middle peasant household. The girl also has
primary education, He is improving his economic condition, He

wants to increase his land holding and has already done so, He
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wants to give his children education, He is trylng to be the
leader of their qustl and also of the village, His qustl
people attach importance to his opinions, Though this teacher

Table 13C
Occupational Pattern Among Natunpur Men
En Economic Categor?eg by Para
SAT3HAGIPARA

T School | Agril, | Petty | Agricul-] )
Satbhagiparai Teachingi Laboureri Business'i ture H Total
Rich - - - - -
Middle - - - 1 1
Small - 7 3 - 10
Landless - 3 - - 3
Totals 10 3 1 14

e3yying and selling turmeric powder, jute,

paddy and other agricultural products.
is trying to improve his economic as well as soclal status he
has great difficulty in doing so, The older residents with an
agricultural tradition are less flexible and less versatile than
are more recent immigrsnts, Recent settlers are prepsred to
work harder and are less concerned¢ with prestige or kin consi-

derations in deciding what jobs to pursue,
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2,10 Exogenous Inputs

There exist different governmental agencies for the promo-
tion of agriculture, It has been generally claimed that only
the better-off farmers in Bangladesh are in a position to benefit
from these exogenous facilities, such as for instance credit
schemes, These sllegations are borne out by events in Natunpur,
Rich and middle peasants utilize government services to thelr
advantage and thereby improve their economic conditlons, The
IRDP co-operative of Natunpur village provides a good example,
It was registered on the llth August 1977, Prior to this in
July 1977 a village level co-operative worker tried to convince
the villagers to form a co-operative society. At the first
meeting 38 men were present but afterwards only 32 villagers
joined the co-operative, An executive committee was formed with
six members of whom only one is a rich peasant whille all the
others are middle peasants who are second or more than second
generation settlers., Yet 3ll of them are influentisl men in

the village, DMNone of them are new immigrants,

The village co-operative society 1s a voluntary organlsation,
But Thana Central Co-operative Society workers are governnent
servants. Every week at thana level s meeting is held where the
ménagers of all the village co-operatives have to sattend.
Ideslly a farmer has to attend meetings twlce monthly and the
Chairman of the society has to attend at least once every month,

Every week there is supposed to be a meeting in the village
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where the manager is supposed to teach the members, what he

has learnt at the thang treining centre. He 15 expected to
transfer the knowledge to the villagers., But the Natunpur
manager said that he finds it difficult to organise s meeting

in the village. The members are not keen to asttend any formal
meetings, whoever attends the meetings gets his fare money which
is Taka 1 per mile, A member gets Taka 6 if he attends the
meeting, The Manager explained that a lsbourer costs Tska 8

per day., Therefore, if he stays in the village during thec main
agricultural seasons he saves a doy's wage for at least one
agricultural labourer: at the same time he can look after the
work properly. In spite of this it is considered by the manager
to be very useful to be able to take training at the thana
centre because it helps him te know different techniques of
cultivation, loreover, attending thena level meetings increases
his soclal network, He develops relations with varlous thana
level administrators. It gives him confidence and develops his

leadership qualities,

Conditions of joining the co-operative were the paying of
Teka one admission fee, the purchase of a Taka 10 share and
savings of st least Tska one, Afterwards in the middle of 1279
they stipulated savings of Taka 10 a month, At first Akbar,
the village doctor was the Manager, He is an influential and
honest villager who 1s also a good organiser. After about two
years he wanted to give the responsibility to some other person
and submitted his resignation, But everybody wanted him, Akbar
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finds it difficult to attend the meetings regularly because

he in addition to being a doctor also looks after his farming.
ile, therefore, asked one of his relatlions living in the
adjacent village to teke over hls responsibility. ile is an
energetic young man who is also a member of the Natunpur
co-operative socliety, About half the members are from the
adjscent village, They are eilther relations or close friends
of the influentisl members of the Natunpur soclety, In actua-
~1lity the society consists of members belonging to the two
adjacent villages, Of course, these two villages are very
closely related in many other ways as well, Many of recent
Natunpur settlers originate from the neighbouring village. Pre-

viously Natunpur was considered a psrt of that village,

Akbar's relative, Abdul Hussain was appointed as Manager,
Of course, he still consults Akbar, The other members do not
object to the appointment because they also consider Akbar as
their leader, Although kinship plays an important part in
leadership, villagers also consider other criteria such as

gincerity and hcnesty.

As a rebisteréd soclety Natunpur can now claim credit up
to Taka 20,000 at a rate of 12% per cent interest. DBut for
vorious reasons they did not ask for this money. Flrstly the
members did not feel the necessity of loan with a 12% per cent
interest rate, They thought that it would be a problem to

collect payments of the loans from villagers and did not want
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to take all that trouble, One of the active co-operative
members related that after the war of liberation some of the
villagers were given tin sheets to repalr the roofs of their
houses; within a few months most of them had sold the tin
sheects for consunption purposes, Therefore, the active members
are reluctant to act as credit brokers, taking the responsibi.-
11ty of collecting the cash from village debtors,

In the year 1979 Tska 12,000 were given to Natunpur
co-operative members as loan, Anyone who had bought a Taka 10
share 1s entitled to Taka 100 credlt, Members must also show
why they are needing the money i,e., the details of how they
are going to utilise the money 1n agriculture. They have to
provide st least one bighes of land as security, Thus the
landless can not be members of the co-operative society. The
Natunpur soclety prefers to utillse the credit for the beneflt
of the whole co-operative society, They gave money to the
central committee, who has bought wheat seeds which are sold
to members at lower than market prices during the sowlng season,
The manager explained that if the socliety can manage to accumu-
lote a reascnable amount of money they can match this with
government credit and use the money to buy a bus, They think
that this will be a profitable business, By now sbout one third
of all the original members lost their membership becsuse they
falled to deposit their Taka 10 monthly savings, They do not
show any interest in the co-operstive any more, New members

have enrolled., Most of them are from the nearby village from
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where the manager is selected., He has good relations and
influences his fellow villagers, The richest man of the
village is not a member of the co-operative soclety., He took
a loan of a considerable amount direct from the agricultural

bank,

There sre other co-operatives besides the IRDP co-
operative, The villagers can get loans from other sources as
well, For the cultivation of sugarcane the growers can gat
loans from the sugar mill, The loan is given in three instal-
ments, so that the growers can utilise it in the best possible
waY. IHere agaln the rich and the middle farmers can make the
best use of it, The case of Zahlr, a rich farmer, shows how
he improves his cconomic condition with money he has taken from
the sugar mill for cultivating sugarcane, He invested money
not only in sugarcane cultivation but in other business as well,
This accounts for his fortune, There is also a villzge agri-
cultural co-operative the executive members of which are rich
and middle strata villagers, In theory small farmers can get
loans during different seasons of the year for cultivation of
different crops. But the executive committee always llkes to
glve loans only to those persons who return loans in good time,
They all know fully well the charscter and economic strength
of each villager, and do not like to take 2 risk with the
collection of debt, Taking loans is still regarded as a low
prestige symbol, Kalimuddin g rich peasant, who runs the

village shop revealed that he does not like to take a loan, not
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only because it is not interest free, but more important
because it diminishes one's respectability., He prefers the
responsibility of msnaging the agricultural co-operative and
distributes money among the members, This enhances his

importance,

The government Soclal Welfare Department has innovated a
project in a few villages of 3angladesh, The R.5.5. (Rural
Social Service) has undertaken a programme to help the poor
(both men and women), With their initiastive a landless society
was formed in Natunpur, Rich and influentisl people were not
asked to joln or to be members of the executive committee, They
are not even consulted whe should be given loans, The social
extension workers began by conducting a socio-economic survey,
then formed the society and subsequently declded who were the
needy villagers eligible for alds, Those who got loans used
money for petty business or for purchasing goats etc., Some of
them are sincere and reqularly repay their debts, whlle others
do not repay even a small portion of the loan they took, The
rich and influential people of the village emphasiéed that had
they been consulted before, they would have advised not to glve

loans to those people,

There are two deep tubewells in Natunpur, one in the plot
of Abed Hazi and the other in the field of an influentlial middle
farmer, Both the households are second generatlon lmmigrsnts,

Migrants are found more actlive in taking new inltiatives, But
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neither of the two deep tubewells is properly utilised, Most

of the time 1t is out of order, Only about half of the land
under deep tubewells is using its irrigation facllitles. The
drainage system is not sufficient, Even 50 per cent land does
not yet the benefit of deep tubewell irrigation regularly.

This is so because of economic problems, technical problems

and st the same time organlsatlonal problems, Rescsrch regar-
ding the irrigation technologies of Bangladesh indicates

similar problems, Fertilizers and hich yleld varietles of seeds
are also available in Natunpur, but these items are out of reach

of the poor peasants.

2.11 Onwgoing Economic Trends

In preceding pages I discussed the history of settlemont in
Natunpur and outlined its effect on present day economic ocrga=
nisation, I have also argued that the prevailing inheritance
pattern and the continuous population increasec result in indi-
vidual holdings becoming smaller and smaller over the genera-
tions, A growing proportion of villagers 1s completely landless,
Those villagers who pursue also other than égricultural sources
of income appear to improve their economic standing at the

expense of those who remaln full time agriculturalists,

There are thus two distinct trends noticeable simultaneously
in Naotunpur, Some households are set on an upward economic trend

wnile the majority are getting increasingly poorer.
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In 1978 at the time of my study, altogether one third of
liatunpur households were upwardly mobile, 48 per cent were
getting poorer and the remaining 19 per cent continued slong
the same conditions as their parental household, Table 14
(A,B,C) show the Increasing polarisation between the wealthier
and the poorer villagers, Table 14 (A,B,C) show that sll the
rich houscholds had improved their economic conditions, =o had
two thirds of the middle faormers, while hardly any small peg-
sants or landless labourers managed to get better-cfi, Two
thirds of these latter two categories are in fact set on a

downward econcmic trend,

It is difficult to extrapolate the future trend of the
econonic dynamics from the condition I found in Netunpur in
1978, Demographic accidents play a decisive role in thils, Ny
data indicate that those villagers who recently mlgrated and

who diversify their cconomic activities are more likely to

Teble 14A

Latunpur Residents Upwapdly Moblle b
Economic Categories (ii/holds)

Scononic | First ! Second ! liore than 2ud !} Total
categories | genergtioni _qeneration | generation H

: 130. l;d 1 Noq (/.5 : NO. c'-"’ ; NOO 3
Rich (6) 1 17 5 83 - - 6 100
Kigdle (26) 5 19 G 23 6 23 17 65
small (43) 7 16 1 2 2 S 10 23
Landless {35} 3 4 - - - - 3 4

Total (110} 16 15 12 11 8 7 36 33
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Table 148
Natunpur Residents on Downward Trend b

Economlc Categories (Households)
teonomic T First 1 Second T liore than 2nd | Total
categories ! gencration ! gencrstion ) generation | a

irso. % | No, % ' No. % ! No. %
Middle (2€) - - 2 4 - - 2 4
Small (43) 3 7 o 21 16 27 23 65
Landless (35) 9 25 4 9 10 28 23 66
Total (110) 12 11 15 14 26 24 53 48

Table 14C
Natunpur Residents on Bven Economic Keel
by Economic Categories (Households)

: T rlrst 7 aecond Tiore tnan 3rd
Ecizomtges Lgeneration | generation , generation Total
atego " No., 5 { No. % ! No. % o, )
Middle (26) - - 7 27 - - 7 27
Small (43) 3 7 2 5 - - 5 12
Landless (35) 9 25 - - - - S 25

Total (110) 12 11 © 4 - - 21 19
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improve their levels of living as compared to longer settled
households who concentrate solely on farming. These diffarences
inevitably affect the role of women and thelr life styles,

This I am going to discuss in the following chapters,
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CHAPTEZR III

KINSHIP AND SOCIO-POLITICAL ORGANISATION

In the previous chapter the discussion of the processes
and trends of economic change show how deeply these are connec-—
ted with the kinship system, para and samaj organisation,
Economic changes are imbedded in the soclal organisation of
the village., In this chapter I have discussed and analysed
the role of the family and kinship in the soclo-political
organisation, Taking the household as the unit of analysis,

I have tried to find out the different kinds of relationships
it has established within and outside the village, I have
focussed on the different variables which influence the

desires of individuals in a complex and changing soclal system.
All soclial systems are composed of a number of interrelated

and interdependent elements, The importance of these different
elements and thelr inter-relationshlp, such as between the
qusti, para and samaj in Bengali socleties, has been emphasised
in a number of recent village studies (see Bertoccl, 1970;
Bhulyan, 1978; A, Chowdhury, 1978; Ellickson, 1975; Jahangir,
1979 and others), particularly in the context of the dynamics

of rural social system.

However, in this section I have discussed the composition
of household, and then have proceeded to explore the links
between the household, gusti, para and samaj. Using detalled

case materials I have attempted to show the socilo-political
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aspects of the different kind and neighbourhood units. A
houschold is an unit where people eat and live together, It
may consist of a single person or a complete family or a part
of the family, The size of household in Natunpur varies
considerably; the smallest one is composed of a single indi-
vidual while the largest one has 22 members, The average
nunber of members in a household is 6,99, The households
mentioned here represent thus "s residential and domestic unit
composed of one or more persons living under the same roof and
eating food cooked in 8 single kitchen® (shah, 1973:8), 1In

the study of the village Khawsjapur, in the district of Comilla,
3angladesh, Bhuiyan uses the definition of a houschold as defi-
ned by Shah, but he mentions that it does not necessarily mean
that the members of the same housenold live alse in a same ghar
(house), The household may have one or more than one house,
depending on economic conditions and also life style. The
houschold members eat food coocked on a single chula (hearth).
Here again single chula does not necessarily mean only one
chula. Bhulyan stresses that the definition of a household
does not refer to the literal meaning of the term, lMMore gene-
rally it is a residential and domestic unit which centres round

a cooking unit,

3,1 Household Compositions and Demographic Factors

In the study of Natunpur village I have adopted Shah's

definition of s household, and have concentrated on the nature
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of the households in the village, The married daughters are
not counted in thelr parental households, because they are
considered members of their husband's family., Wwldows and
deserted daughters, who live in the household and take food
from the same cooking unit of their parents or brothers are
considered as members of that household. The girls of Natunpur,
those who are married in Natunpur, are counted in their hus-
band's households as wives. A few government officials live

in the village. Their importance 1n local politics is only
marginal, but they are involved in the socio-economic life of
the village, In my 100 per cent census of the village, these
households are also included, They have been staying in
Natunpur for more than five years, Government officials who

do not reside in the village, but work in different village
offices; such as the Government medical officer, village ex-
tension workers and the people working in different shops,
flour mill, post-office, sugar purchasing centre and the family

welfare clinic are not counted in my census,

Chart 3 shows that among the 110 Natunpur houscholds in
1978, 28 per cent were complex households and the rest were

sinple,

Chart 4 shows that most of the households consist of
patrilineal kin groups, only in few csses affinal kin are also
included, Besides these there are also some students living

in a number of middle and rich households, They are lodgers
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Chart 3

Types of Natunpur Households

of

e

Simple households i,e,, parents and

their unmarried children 72 66

Incomplete simple households i,e., one

parent and his/her unmarried children 7 6

Complex households (see Chart 4) 31 28
110 100

Chart 4

Chart Sets Out the Different Types of
complex Households in the village Natunpur

Composition of Complex {iouseholds

Composition: llo, of H/holds
Parents, unmarried children, one married
son, his wife and chlldren 11

Parents, unmarried children, three married -
sons, their wives and children

Widower with three marrled sons,
their wives and children

Fatiier with children and one married son

wWidow, children and three married son,
their wives and children

widow, children and three married sons, their
wives and children

Parents, daughter, son-in-law and children
Parents, children and deserted daughter
widow, children, deserted daughter
Parents, children and divorced daughter

Husband, his wife, children and husband's
widow sister

Parents, children and wife's mother
Husband, wife, children and deserted sister

' NH W M RDNNN H EE e

Total: 31 (28%)
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who take food and shelter in their landlord's houses and study
in nearby schools or colleges. Some lodgers are even university
students, These students often teach theilr landlerd's children,
The households that can offer lodgings to poor students are
respectad in the village and thus attain status., These lodging
students are not counted as members of thelr landlord's house-
holds, In most of the cases they do not develop close relation-
ships with the members of thelr host households, They are
treated as outsiders., The duration of their stay as lodgers
also varies, There are some cases where a close relationship
developed between the student and his landlord's family, And

to make the relationship permanent, marrlage between the stu-

dent and a young girl of the household was arranged,

From the Tables 15A, 158 and 15C, the demographic structure
of Natunpur's population is reflected in the household compo-
sition., About two-thirds of the population are below the age
of 20 and 66 per cent of households are of the simple type,

A growing and youthful population thus seems likely to have

less complex type households than an ageing population,

3,2 Households in its Residential and Kinship Setting

Kinship relations arise by descent snd marriage, From
the discussion of the household composition in Natunpur it is
evident that patrilineal kinship and patrilocal residence
represent the prevalent pattern in Natunpur village, 1In s

virilocal setting most of the members of a household are related



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

112
Table 15A
liousehold Compositions in Natunpur in
Economic Categoriles
NATUNPARA
Economlc , T Incomplete |
categories i Complex ! simple Simple
] NO. % ) No. % KO %
Rich 2 3 1l 2 - -
Middle 7 11 2 3 11 18
Small 5 8 1 2 16 25
Landless 4 6 2 3 12 19
Total: 18 28 6 10 39 62
Note: Total number of households = 63
Table 158 .
* Household Compositions in Natunpur in
Egogggfg CategorIes
BEHARIPARA
Lconomlc ! ! Incomplete | o
categories | CompleX 1§ “symple Simple
Y Nog % 1 Nog % ! oy %
Rich 2 6 - - 1 3
tiddle 1l 3 - - 4 12
Small 3 9 1l 3 é 18
Landlesgs 4 12 - - 11 30
Total: 10 30 1 3 22 67

llote: Total number of households = 33



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

113

Table 15C
Household mpositions in Natunpur in
Ec§nom£c C§te§ories
SATRIIAGIPARA
Cconomic H Incomplete |
Categories H Complex ; Simple i Simple
! No. % Noe % ! No. %
Rich - - - - - -
Small 1 7 9 9 64
Landless 2 15 - - 1 7
Totals 3 22 9 11 78

Note: Total number of households = 14,

by blood, except the wives who are grafted on by marriage.
After marriage the wives are considered as members of thelr
husband's qusti households, They have to perform the rituals

of the family into which they are married. Among the Hindus,
wives have to perform the ritual mourning at the death of male
or female members of their husband's gusti. The members of a
househeld in a polluted stage can neilther perform any religious
funetions nor arrange any ceremony. The duration of the pollu-
tion phase varles with caste i,e., among Brahmins i1f a guski
member dies, all agnates and their wlves have to observe ritual
mourning for eleven days, in other castes it is thirty dayse

A married woman has to follow her husband's qustl's ritual,
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because after msrrisge she becomes the member of her husband's
qusti, Even 1f she becomes a widow she has to follow the rules
of her husband's family. A married woman has to perform

ritual mourning for three days in case of her parents or any
other member's death of her natal family, Among Muslims also
the woman after marriage becomes a member of her husband's
qusti and thus hss to perform the rituals according to her
husband's gqusti. Thus 3ll women in Natunpur on marriage become
members of their husband's gustl and have to perform the ritusls

of thelr husband's qusti accordingly,

From the analysis of the household compositions of Natunpur
i1t 1s found that the households are mostly composed of close
patrilineal kin. Sixty-six per cent are composed of husband
wife and unmarried children, 6 per cent sre composed of one
parent and their unmarried children, In line with the domestic
cycle married sons often form separate households leaving their
parents and unmarried siblings in one household, Only 28 per
cent are complex households, the composition of which indicates
that even most of them are made up of patrilinesl kin, deserted
and widowed sisters and daughters who live elther with their
brother's father's family, Only in two cases does a son—in-law
live with his parents—in-laws, Thus in Natunpur sll households
are composed of a patrilineal core, while the complex types also
have a fringe of differently related kin. Kinship is, therefore,

of cruclal importance in the understanding of intra as well as
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inter household relationships. In this context it needs to be
mentioned that not only lineal and affinsl relationships, but
slso fictive kin ties play an important role within and betwecn
households, As already mentioned, there are three paras in
Natunpur, consisting of 70 household within gustis and 40
individual households (see Diagram I), These 40 households
have not yet formed gustis. Here demographic factors play a
decisive role, A household may provide the basis for a big
qusti if the family has many sons, old enough to form separate
households in the village, UWhen a gusti is formed in a village,
and 311 its component households live in the same village or
para, it creatly influences intra-gusti relationships, It is
stated earlier how different immigrants settled in Natunpur and

formed different qustis and individual households,

The history of residential pattern of Natunpur indicates
clearly how the villagers formed different groups and their
complex relationships, As stated earlier the village consists
of three para, namely, Natunpara, Satbhagipsra and Beharipara,
which again belong to four somajs. Two of these samaj consist
of Katunpur people only; while the other two consist of Natunpur
people as well as residents from nearby villages (Diagram I).

A samaj is malnly a religlous and politicsl unit,

In the village, samaj means a little community. The 3engali
term for 'society' is samaj. Actually society is somewhat

abstract whereas community 1s more concrete., Every village as
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a8 community has its own samal. The concept of samaj as used

in Natunpur means a socio-religious-polltical unit, The concept
is so clear to the villagers that every body in the village can
easily tell who belongs to which samaj. The samaj members may
be qustl members, or individual households in the village., A
kind of we feeling, i.e., community identity or sentiment 1s

very strong in the village samaj. Samaj does not always res—
trict memberships to residents from the village only., It may
also cut accross villages, There are altogether a few samajs

in the village, among them two consist of only Natunpur people
and the other two consist of Natunpur as well as other villagers.
These nearby villages are those from where immigrant housecholds
originate, The households of the nearby villages are their kin,
The whole village also forms one samaj. The village samaj
controls the behaviour pattern of villagers, There are village
leaders, who generally come from the prominent households of

the village, If there is any problem in the village, like theft,
partition of property, family quarrels and other issues, the
village samaj leaders sit together and discuss and arbltrate,
Other villagers and the parties of the specific dispute also
join the meeting., These meetings are cslled, salish or bicharsava.
If it is a serious and complex problem, then the Unlon Council
Chairman and members and the leaders of nearby villages also

attend the meeting,

The pars samaj differs from the village ssmaj. It consists

of fewar households, who may be qusti people, kin, neighbours or
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un-related individual households, Mostly they are residents
of the same para. Becsuse in a village para qusti, kin 1live
together, the households grew and may form 3 p3r3. The new
settlers come and settle there afterwards. Often they become
members of the existing gsomaj there, which has been there from
the beginning with the old settlers, Thus, it is much closer
in terms of relationships than the village samaj, and its
functions are also more, It is a socio-religious-political
group. Every samaj 1s named after the murubbil of that samaj.
They have a strong feeling of unity. Samaj membership is not
compul sory, it is voluntary. There is no hard and fast rule
that one member of a particular gama}j cannot join other saiaje
But one cannot be a member of two samajs at one and the same
time, generally it is found that when there is conflict between
two leaders in a samaj, then one of them forms a new one with
his followers. For example, previously Abed Hazi was the
member of Natunpara samai, but subsequently he had conflicts
with the other Natunpara samaj leaders, and as a result he
left Nstunpara samaj and formed a new samaj with his kin and

followers,.

Different recent researchers in Bangladesh villages have
discussed gamaj in different ways. Bertoccl did his field
work in two Comilla villages (a district in the eastern part
of Bangladesh) where he found that “gamaj is a multi-village

political unit" based on sardars (influential persons of high

Guardian
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lineage) and reysis (porteges}. wWithin the village, reyais

are loyal to one or other of several sardars. Outside the
viliage, samaj acts as a 'multi-village politicsl unit' and
contributes 'to the formation of wider, territorially extensive
community organisations', and gardars act as '‘representatives
in most cases of the dominant lineages in their respective
bailiwicks' (1972:29~31), Bhuiyen in his study of a village
called Khawajapur also in Comilla district mentions the reysi
system, He says that "reyail (literally, proteges; those who
are under the domain of others) is an informal social group in
Khawajapur as in most villages of Comilla district, It has no
legal suthority. However, it hes s sardar (headman) and a few
pnatabars (village leaders; heads of strong families): they are
the leaders of the reysi. These leaders are the watchdogs of
norms and socisl activities in the reyal. Thelr principal func-
tion is to settle disputes.® (1978:373), In the village which
is called sawaj (literally society) (Bhuiyan, 1983:87) he does
not state whether or not the gsamsj is a multi-village organi-
cation. Both these resesrchers specifically say that a gamnaj's

main function is to arbitrate disputes.

By contrast Jahangir in his study near Dhaka states that
the somaj in his villages is not a multi-village political unit,
According to him in his two villages neither the village nox
the para samaj is based on sardars and reyals. The village

people say: everyone who belongs to the village 1s a member of
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the sanaj and every one is equal™ (1979:89), Jahanglr also
noticed that "all the villagers constitute a ssmaj, and through
the garaj they perform certain ritual ceremonies such as
religious celebrations or marriages, or try to regulatce the
behaviour pattern of the villagers (for example, controlling
behaviour during the month of Ramadhan), Then again each para
has its own gamaj and within each para the rich peasants have
their own gamaj separate from that of the poor peasants” (19793
88).

The sama] as discussed by Bertocci for Comilla villages
is not found in the same form in Natunpur, In critical problems,
village iigtbars from nearby villages do sit together and declide
matters but these are generally different kinds of disputes,
Villagers call it a galish of a Panch Grawer or 3at Gramer
when they sit together to settle a dispute. Literal meaning of
panch gramer is five villages and gat gramer is seven villages.
Here again panch and sat are not to be understood literally, it
refers to several villages, which could be four, five, eight
or ten villages., The numerical numbers here refer to the impor-
tance of the council, In this sense it could be called as
*multi-village political unit®, The system of sardar and reyai
1s not found in the sense as Dertocci and Bhuiyan have discussed
it for Comilla villages. The village leaders in Natunpur are
not like sardars, but speclally the samaj leaders are more like
ilurubbis, they are the persons to be respected, and who are

consulted whenever the gangj members are in any trouble, MNost
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of the time the sauaj members follow their murubblis' advice.

Thus it is a more informal and personal relationship.

Jahangir argues that in the village near Dhaka, which he
studied all the village residents form one sasmaj and that there
are also para samaj, which the poor in the para samaj belong to
one samaj and the rich belong to another, The purpose of
forming a sama] 1s more or less same in most settings. 1In
Natunpur too, I found the same purposes for the formation of
village samaj yet the situation 1s somewhat different in
Nutunpur. In the succeeding pages I have explored the complex
relationships between households, kinship gusti and ggmnaj on

a para basis.

3.3 lNatunpsra with its Gustl and Individual Households

Natunpara consists of 57 per cent of the total households
of Hatunpur, of which 40 per cent have been resident for more
than two generations, 25 per cent are second generation and the
remaining 35 per cent are first generation settlers (see Table 4).
The majority of this para residents have been staying there for
more than 50 years, Filve per cent of Natunpara households are
rich, 32 per cent are middle category, 36 per cent are small
and the rest are landless (see Table 6), Eight gustis consis-
ting of 39 households as well as 24 individual households live
in Natunpara. Of the eight gustis only two have been living
there for less than fifty years. One of these gustis settled

there from a nearby village and the other migrated from India,
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after the partition of the sub-continent, They bought lands
from old settlers, who were beconlng poorer day by day., These
Indian migrants are two brothers Hakim and Omsr who lost thelr
father when they were young, Their mother's brother Abdul came
to Natunpur with his widowed sister and her children together
with his own family, Abdul®s maternal uncle a village Goctor
had already settled in the village., His son Ismall is now an
influential man in Natunpur, Even before the partition of
India, he used to go there to conduct petty business and treat
his patients, He bought lands for bullding a house. lle also
purchased some agricultural lands for cultivastion. Thus, even
matrilinesl relationship in a precdominently patrllineal society,
play an important part in bringing new lmmigrants to this locaw-
1ity. liowever, though all of them enjoy some kind of kin rels-—
tionship only the _atrilineally related brothers form a gqusti.
At first these two brothers worked as rakhal in a neighbouring
middle peasant's house on a yearly basis. when they grew up they
gradually accumulated money and bought land near thot of their
maternal uncle where they built thelr own house, The tuwo
brothers 1ive with their mother in a single house, The elder
brother married a girl from Satbhagipara, who belongs to the
satbhegi gqusti. He warried into s femily which is set on a
downward economic trend, The younger brother married a girl
from a village, within five miles radius of Natunpur, This girl
also belongs to a family whose economic status is deteriorating.

Both brothers recently formed separate households, Their mother
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been formed between fictive kin (dharma agtmiva)., Filctive kin
(gharna atmiya) 1s thus of great importance in village soclety.
There are cases where a dinarma atmiva can be more reliable than

one's own blood relations,

Jedbar was the only son of his father, His wife recelved
her father's property in India which they sold there and with
that money and the help of Jebar's wife's Godefather they
bought land in Natunpur near the houses of the Satbhagies who
are all set on a downward economic trend, dJebar married one
of his daughters into the Satbhagi gustl, Three of Jebar's
sons got married and gradually formed three households (see
pp. 250-52 ), In course of Jebar's domestic cycle they split
up into three separate families and formed a gusti, They also
balong to the Natunpara gamaj. In both of these cases the
fustl members are small in number, they are in fact members of
a one generation complex family formed inte different sinple
families, There strength is not like that of other gustis
who consists of more memhers and have greater depth, Due to
the different conflicts within the complex famlly, it breaks
up into different families and formed a gusti. Thelr gugtis
strength is like that of other complex families but not as
great as that of long established gugtis. DBDoth of these
recently formed qustis have established marrital relationships
with the o0ld established and large qustls of the village;
neither of the two gqustig has any real political power in the



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

124

village, Neither of them belongs to any decision making group
within the village, Hakim's gqustl is gradually gaining status
in the village as they are hard-working and are improving their
economic condition, In Hakim's case the women are also hard-
working which contributes to the families economic improvement,
In Jebar's qustl, on the other hand, the situation is quite
different, Jebar's wife is hard-working but she 1s sick most
of the time, His sons have primary education, thelr wives

also have some education, they come from families of high
economic status unprepared to do much house work, nor they are
efficient in managing agricultural products at home. As a
result they had conflicts at home and, therefore, separated
into different households, Jebar gave only small portions of
his lands to his sons for residential and cultivation purposes.
This made it impossible for them to live on the products of \
their land, They did not have the necessary implements for
cultivation and at the same time, they needed more labour to
help in the cultivation. All these factors force them to elther
sell the land or mortgage it, Thus their economlc condition

is deteriorating day by day., Their wives are not hard-working
and at the same time they themselves are not hard-working
either, Thus they are unlikely to form a strong gusti in the
near future, By contrast Hakim's gusti is increasing thelr
economic conditions and is keeping good relationship with the
rest of the villagers particularly with the powerful people of
the village. As a qustl they are not yet strong but economi-

cally and socially they are going to gain respectability in the
village.
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The profiles of these two recently formed qustis in
Natunpara indicate several things. First of all, even in
predominantly patrilineal societies matrilinesal kin is also
important, Individuals tend to manipulate thelr different kin
tles to their best advantage as was the case with Hakim's
ancestors., Second, even fictive kin links as between Jcbar's
wife and her god-father are used as support in times of need,
Finally, during the early stages of a household's immigration
before it has sufficiently grown to form its own gusti, it is
forced to rely more heavily on other than its patrilineal kin,
This results in a complex network of multiplex relations, All
the other six Natunpara qustis have been there for more than
50 years, One third of them are second generation lmmigrants
and the remaining four have been living in this village for
more than three generations. One of the gusti, i.e. the sat-
bhagi qusti living in this village for three generations but
two of the households belonging to the oldest Natunpur gusti
in Satbhagipsra have recently set up residence in Natunpara.
All the other people of the Satbhagl gustl are still living in

thelr old settlement, which forms a separate psra,

There are sleven households in Kalimuddin's qusti which
form elght homesteads (see Diagram I). Among these eight
homesteads three consist of two households each, while the other
£ive homesteads consist of one household each, Four of the
five households are extended i.e,, complex households, which

means that they have every possibility of forming new households
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in the near future, Table 16 shows the gustl households in
economic categorles and family compositions by para. In
Kalimuddin's qusti, there 1s one rich complex, two middle
complex, one middle simple, four small complex, two small

complex and one landless simple, All the eleven households

live in Natunpara. Only one son of a small farmer household
formed complex household, married s woman from a nearby village
and settled uxorilocally as ghar-—jamai (husband living with his
wife in wife's parent's households), Otherwise none of the
members of this gusti have migrated to other places. They have
not accommodated any families in their qusti, ©One household in
this qusti conslsts of two brothers, another consists of two
complex families, These two complex households are father and
eldest sons family, The third one again is two brothers, of

whom one lives into a simple family and the other in a complex
household, 3oth of them are small farmers, In the homesteads
where father and son are living, the father 1s a rich farmer,
while the son is only a small farmer, 3ecause the son has formed
a sepsarate household, while this father is still slive and lives
with his other sons, he recelved only a small portion of land
from his father, This is not enough for his family's malntenance.
Two of the middle category households are complex, In the future
when they will break up, they will deteriorate into small
farmers, Recently one of these middle-stratum housecholds has
broken up into three small category households, This seems an

inevitable continuous process, But they still live in a single
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homestead, None of the marriages of this gusti took place
within Natunpur or between affinal kins., Only one son of the
rich category household married a girl from a village which is
more than twenty miles away from Natunpur, This son has com-
pleted his secondary education; his wife also has secondary
education, She is pretty and comes of a middle class fanmily.
Another small farmer household head of this gusti married a girl
from Comilla at the time of the partition of India, At that
time a number of Natunpur men married Comilla women, After that
no people from Natunpur married girls from Comilla, Even those
who have migrated from Comilla are arranging marriages with the
people of Natunpara and those of neérby villages, Except for
these two men all other members of this gusti married within ten
miles radius of the village, No cross-cousin or parralel cousin
marriage within qustl members or among affinal kin has taken
place in this qusti, None of them have any dharma atmiys or

kin other than patrilineal living in this village.

This is one of the old established gustis in the village.
only one housechold (9%) of Kalimuddin's gusti belongs to the
landless category; and one household (9%) belongs to the rich
category households; 27 per cent are middle farmers and the
remaining 55 per cent are small farmers. The richest household
head is also the oldest man of the gugti; the people of his
generation such as his brothers are sll dead, He is the one who

was able to increase his father's property. He took land from
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the then Zamindar and invested his money in business, ile

ouwns one of the oldest grocer's shops in the village, The
present qusti is named after Kasllmuddin, He i1s a prominent
village leader; he is regarded as one of the paramaniks (leaders)
of the village samaj. He 1s an executive member of every orga-
nisation located in the village, both voluntary as well as
Government institutions, He is also one of the most honest

and hard-working man of the village, He compelled his eldest
son to form a separate household because his grandson turned

out to be a thief, Recently he asked hls second son to form

a separate household because he has become an addicted drunkard,
Not only economic status but also moral considerations are
important pre-requisites for leadership positions. Kalimuddin
had them both, Among these in Kalimuddin gusti households, no
other man has shown the potentizl of becomlng a leader in the
village., Kalimuddin is the oldest and most respected man not
only of the gusti but also of the village., lle is consldered as
the murubbi (guardisn) of the gustl and also of Natunpara gamaj.
The term murubbl refers to a person who is elderly, respected
and obeyed by all, At the same time he has the power and autho-
rity to enforce his will and commands in the community, If a
murubbl is not himself in a position of power, he has links with
the leaders of the local power system by whom his views are
respected, Thus a murubbi can belong to a household, a gugti,

3 spma] or of village., A murubbl's sphere of lnfluence may

extend even beyond his own village,
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The difference between a murubbl and a leader or paramanik
is very subtle. A murubbi relastionship is of a personal nature
and involves the respect and obedience from his subordinates
either in age or property, He is the advisor and often helps
to protect his subordinates from undue pressures, A leader of
the community, on the other hand, may not be respected like the
murubbi of the group., The relationship between a leader and
his followers are not always close and personal, Kalimuddin is

regarded as both leader and npurubbi of the village community.

Fifty-five per cent of Kslimuddin's gusti households are
set on an upward economic mobility; they have improved their
economic conditions over what they inherited from thelr fore-
fathers, Among these households which are improving economically,
only two are not engaged in trading, All the others are engaged
in some kind of trading, Kalimuddin owns the biggest grocer's
shop of the village, his eldest son has started a new shop in
the village, Moyej has got a tea stall, Aber has a petty business
of preparing turmeric powder and selling it around the hats of
Natunpur, The two middle households which have made economic
improvements without trading have only few members: one among
them is complex, while the other consists of Murshid his wife
and his only marrieé son, who is a primary school teachex. Both
husband and wife are hasrd-working, The wife sold some of her
gold ornaments and bought lands; at the same time both the fami-

lies have agricultural implements,
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Forty-five per cent of Kalimuddin's gusti are set on a
downward economic trend, Except one none of these households
has farming implements, The one complex unit that has got far-
ming implements lacks initiative to work hard and improve its
economic condition, This complex household consists of four
brothers, Three of them are married, Their widowed mother is
also living with them, All the family members feel that they
cannot continue to live together and soon will form separate
households, The wives of three brothers sell their ornaments
and invest the money in buying lands and keeping lands by mort-
gage which they are doing in their individusl husband's nemes,
Thus no man or woman of this family feel the need to improve
their common family assets, Recently the family has split into
a several households, Thelr paternal property is divided among
the brothers making each of them a small farmer, Though this
household recently divided into four households; they continue
to live in the same homesteads, There is one plough, and thus
one set of farming implements which they have to share. Four
household units cannot use it at the same time, So some of them
have to hire implements from time to time, All this makes it

hard for them to improve economic condition,

Thus 1t seems that though this is one of the old village
qustis, it is gradually loosing its importance. They do not have
marital relationships within thelr own gustli to reinforce intra-
qusti relationships; while differences make them form separate
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households, which put them on a downward economic trend,
Moreover, because of their personal character they are loosing
their hold in the village gamaj. After Kalimuddin none of the
austl man is going to become powerful and thus become a leader
in the village community, Households within a gustl are not
dependent on each other, It seems they do not help each other
economically. They do not give free labour to others within the
qusti on a reciprocal basis, Only Kalimuddin gave three bighas
of his land for sharecropping to members of his kin group in a
nearby village, where the 1and is situated, Another small
farmer household, Aber, Sharecrops four and half bighas of land
near his own land. The owner of the land is not a relative of
Aber's, he 1s a resident of a nearby village, ©Only Khabir
sharecrops six bichas of his son-in-law's land (Afzal's), because
he does not have farming implements and he is the only man in
his family who can work on the land, Thus his son-in-law needs
to hire both labour and farming implements, which is not a
profitable proposition. His wife is also the only woman in

his family, so they have to hire female labour as well, Therefore,
the only thing they can do 1s to glve their land to a share-
cropper, He does not have a gusti member in Natunpur. His
father-in-law, Khabir, a small farmer has farming implements,
Khabir told me himself that he is eager to cultivate more land
because he has implements and labour in his house, but does

not get much lsnd for sharecropping., He thinks that the rich

people do not like to give sharecropping to the poor, even his
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rich kin group does not 1ike to give him land for sharecropping.
He says that they do not like to help their poor relatives. He
also complained that the Natunpur Agricultural Club gives land
on contract basis to the villagers but one has to pay a fixed
rate to the club committee in advance for each bigha of land,
Poor people cannot afford thls and, therefore, do not get the
benefit, Only two people from Kalimuddin's qusti received land
from the club, both of them have ready cash as both of them have
shops 1n the village, One 1ls the eldest son of Kalimuddin and
the other 1s the gustl member, Kslimuddin is one of the execu~
tive members of the committes, He also does not like to take
risk and plead on behalf of the poor, or to give the land on a
credit baslis,

In Kalimuddin's gqusti there is no preference on the part of
the rich and middle farmers to employ labourers from their own
qustl nor do they give their agricultural products to be proce-
ssed in a neej system, The rich and middle farmers of this group
employ labourers from Satbhagipara or from a nearby village for ~
a payment in cash or kind, Men within this qusti sre not obliged
to work for thelr own group. In case of women the situation is
somewhat different, On socloe-cultural and religious occasions
qusti members still play an important roles for marrisge nego-
tiatlons and marriage performances, birth and death rituals,
qustli members assemble together, Sama] leaders and influential
people are also invited, At least the gusti household heads are

always invited. In case of a2 marriage where the family is not
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solvent enough te invite all gustli household heads, they may
invite the murubbis of the gusti and the leaders of their
samaj. For arranging a marriage the consent of the gustl 1is
not enough; one has to take also the permission of the ganaj.
The role of the samaj is very important in this regard,
Kalimuddin as murubbi of the qusti still commands some respect
in the community and thus he can play an important part in
solving many problems of the gusti. As for example, while the
middle category household breaks into separste households,
Kalimuddin's view regarding the partition was respected, HNone
of the other households heads of the gustl were asked to settle
the dispute., when Kalimuddin's first and second sons were
separated, he never asked any other people of his gusti or gamaj.
At first Kalimuddin's first son did not wasnt to form a separate
housechold, but he was asked repeatedly to do so., Kalimuddin's
son Amjad called his wife's brother to settle the matter, At
first Kalimuddin wanted to give Amjad one bigha of land for
cultivation, but afterwards with the request of Amjad's brother-
in-lsw Kalimuddin decided to give some more land, In case of
his second son the situation was the same, Kalimuddin asked
his son to form a separate household, but his second son Basir
did not want to do so, Basir's wife did not cook and becanme
very sad, Basir's mother gave them food without the knowledge
of her husband, Then Basir's father-in-law got the lnformation

from his daughter through a messanger, he with his wife visited

Kalimuddin's house and made arrangements for their daughter to
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cook separately. He convinced thelr son-in-law to live sepa-
rately. In none of these cases gusti member or sama]j members
took any important part, rather the affinal kins persuaded the
families concerned to form separate households, Samaj's influ~
ence .in these cases was quite considerable in as much as the
sapaj condemned Kalimuddin's sons for their misbehaviour which
in turn helped Kalimuddin to enforce his decision, Though
Kalimuddin's custi 1s the biggest in Natunpur it does not pro-

vide a supporting network for its members,

The next biggest qusti of Natunpara used to be the oldest
and most powerful one of Natunpur village. But after the death
of Azu Paramanik, it lost its importance, As stated earlier
parsmsnik means the leader in local terms, When Azu Paramanik
was alive, he was the only leader in the village, Everybody
followed him, He was very powerful; he had a charismatic
personality, In any salish everybody used to follow his verdict,
He used to glve several punishment (physical) and also fined the
guilty persons; often the guilty person was socially ostraclsed.
He was not only a paramanik in Natunpur but he was also asked to
arbitrate disputes in other villages as well, None of his sons
are as prominent as he was, After his death there was nobody
within his qusti to follow thelr father and become a paramanik,
llowever, they are using the paramanik title, Barek, the third
son of Agzu Paramanik, is now regarded as the parsmanik in the

village. He is honest, polite, and has some education, The
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eldest son of Azu Paramanik died and his second son is somewhat
simple, not at all interested in political problems, He and

his wife are hardworking and are improving their economic con-
dition, Only the third son has relations with other villagers
and with people outside Natunpur, Because of his personallity
and contacts with others he is regarded as paramanik of the
village, But he is not the only one to settle the disputes or
problems in the village, There are, in fact, now about five
major leaders and four minor leaders. A younger generatlon is
coming into power, Barek is a major leader, but he never tgkes
any decision by himself; he always consults Kalimuddin and Akbar
who he considers as his murubbi, They have a good relationship
with Barek's father and are considered as honest; they all belong
to one village factlon; they are all old settlers and live in

the same para.

Barek's gusti is known as paramanik's gusti, Azu Paramanik
was the only son of his father, Only his sons formed the custi.
The one household now split into four homesteads. Azu Paramanik
married three times, The flrst wife is dead, He has only one
son by his first wife; two sons by his second wife, who he
divorced, and then married a third time., The rest of his chil-
dren are from the third wife, She is still slive, His second
wife married again a poor man of a neighbouring village, Pera-
manik's first three sons formed separate households during his
1ife time, These three sons formed two homesteads., Azam and

Barek lived in one homestead and Azu Paramanik's son with his
family lived in a separate homestead,
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Recently after Azu Paramanik's death hils first son by his
third wife formed a separate homestead with his family, Hls
name is Sattar, Except one married daughter the two married sons
of his third wife together with the unmarried sons snd daughters
formed one homestead, Thus are now four homesteads in a large
compound, which was previously an undivided homesteads, The one
family, living in one household, gives rise to six households
who are living in four homesteads, Each of these homesteads
has its separate fencing to separate each unit from the other,
One of Sattar's sisters got married to a3 tailor who werks in
Rajshahi touwn, His father has a house in Rajshshi town, where
all his brothers and sisters are living, The girl's name is
Rasida, She asked her mother to have her share from her father's
land, She lived with her husband and children with her mother
for about two vears, She feels that her daughter is helpful;
she helps her mother in doing her household chores; her hushand
is a favourite of his mother-in-lsw; he does whatever she asks
him o do., He helps her in buying and selling agricultural
products etc, By contrast her two married sons do not listen
to their mother and do not take good care of thelr paternal
property. One of them is a habltual drunkard and the other likes
to gossip and loiter about in the village and does not do any
agricultural work., The mother, therefore, finds her son-in-law
also very helpful, Her own sons do not 1ike this situations,
Accordingly, when Rasida asked her share from her father's

property, she was not given a portion of the homestead; instead
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she got a plot of agricultural land nesr éhe primary school,
which is sltuated in the middle of the village., It is a plain
land in Natunparaj and there is a residentisl settlement necarx
that plot of land, Rasida and her husband have set up home on
that plot, Thus Paramanik's daughter settled in Natunpara even
after her marriage, But she does not belong to her father's
qustd anymore; after her marrlage she became a member of her
husband's qustl, Among these six households, three belong to
the middle stratum, All these three have improved their cconoe
mic conditions by now, Azam and his wife are very hard-working
and the other two, Sattar and Rahman, are alsc hard-working,
Rahman's mother works from morning till night in the household,
She organises and controls the products of her lsnd, Her el
dest son was 8.kid when her husband died; and from then on she
has acted as the head of the family supervising everything,

She takes the help of Azam and Barek and her parent's femlly,
i.2., her own brother and other relations also help her, Sattar
also improves his economic position because, he works as a truck
driver for the Sugar lNill near Rajshahi, But Barek, Khalil and
Islam could not improve their ecconomic conditions, Barek and
his wife are not hard-working, nor are they of good health,
Knalil and Islam are not hardeworking and not even bothered
about improving their economic condition by giving more attention
and labour to the development of agricultural lands., Each of
them has quite a big family. In Barek's case his eldest son

stole a considerable amount of money from his father's purse and
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left the village twice, Barek's wife ls very fond of her soni
she was very worried about him and did not allow her husbénd

to take any action against the son, vhen their son returned
home they were so happy that they asked him to live with them
agein and work for the family, He was in the middle of his
secondary education and his father asked him to continue hils
studies, So, Matl (3arek's son) accepted this opportunity. He
still frequently asked his mother for money. To meet her son's
raquests she used to accumulate money from different sources.
she even sold agricultural products, which many women do in the
village. At the same time thay also accommodated students in
their house, In return for food and shelter these students are
supposed to glve private coaching to the children of the house-~
hold, Barek was very keen that his children should get higher
education. As he has educated people as his friends, he knows
how important it is to be educated, He spends lots of money

on the education of his son, but in valn, Thus keeping those
student was not a profitable investment for Barek, IHowever, to
keep students as lodgers also helps to fmprove one's social
status, Paramanik's famlly slways observed this tradition,
Among the six households five keep students as lodgers., Among
them two are Rajshahi University students and three are school
and college students. Though these students are not related to
their landlords, they develop & fictive kin relationship with
the family with which they are staylng, They have ready access

to the inner compound of the house where they freely meet the



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

140

female members of the houschold, Poramenik's family though

being respected is gradually declining in socio-economic terms,

only three of paramanik's gusti households-belong to the
middle stratum and three are small farmers, When it was still
a single household, it rated as rich, Increasing members and
the domestic cycle meant that the family formed into several
separate households each of lower economic status; one hougehold
led to the establishment of six households, One of these nouse-
holds is a complex type where internal conflict has already
started snd in near future it is going to split up into separate
houscholds. The account of paramsnik's gustl indicates how the
intarnal dynamics set in motion by population pressure and the
domestic cycle results in a fragmentation of households wlith
deteriorating economic conditions, There thus appears an inherent
paradox in the development of the gusti: politically, it needs
many members while increasing numbers usually result in declining
cconomic status, All this is encapsulated in a generatlonal
conflict; the senior generation within a gusti needs many children,
particuisrly sons to enhance its politlcal influence; while the
junlor generation reseats having to share the ancestral property

with too many siblings.

After Azu Paramanik's death they arranged three salish
ragarding the partition of the ancestral landed property. In
the salish there were leaders of Natunpur village as well as

leaders of different samajs of neighbouring villages, Elderly
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and respected relatlions of the families involved in the dispute,
the Chairman of the Union Parisad (council), one member of the
Union Parisad, who 1s a resident of Natunpur also were present

in the salish., They arqued the matter out and the dispute was
solved, But Sattar did not accept the decision of the meeting.
At the time of the salish he did not object, but afterwards he
did not accept the decision. Then the village samgj sat again

to reconsider the matter, but they took Sattar's violation of

the decision of the salish te be a great offence, So they decli-
ded to punish him i,e., boycott him socially and economically,
Thus he is not allowed to talk with any villagers, cannot employ
any locsl labourers, he is not even allowed to take drinking
water from Akbar and Kelimuddin's tubewell, There is a tubewell
in paramanik's house, but it was out of order at that time, After
two days Sattar came to the leaders of the gamaj and apologized
for his offence and promised to abide by the council's decision.
The village samsj leaders, Natunpara's samaj leaders all sat
together again and asked sattar to pay a fine to the Natunpara
gonaj for his disobedience and for showing disrespect to the
decision of the council, Afterwards Barek, Azam and Rshman asked
cach for their share and requested the village samaj and Natun-
para samaj together with the Union Council Chairman to settle the
matter., They all sat together and settled the matter, As

Barek, Azam snd Rahman had called the gama] to settle thelr
dispute regarding the partition of their lands, They gave a
feast to the semaj leaders afterwards; and the three famillies
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shored the expenses, But Khalil, Islam and Sattar's mother was
not happy with the decision of the sanaj. She asked the ggmaj
to sit again and listened to their problems and resettle the
dispute, Last time the council sat together and decided on the
share of property to be given to each member, even the unmarried
daughters' shares were also separated, It was decided at first
that the unmarried daughters' shares shall be with their mother
since she was looking after them, Subsequently, Sattar's mother
asked for some more land because she had to maintain such s big
family, and she had to arrange the marriages of her young sons
and daughters, All this required a large amount of money., She
organised a big feast for the people attending the meeting.

(I also attended the meeting and joined the feast), Sattar's
mother sat inside the room and the other people sat on the
varanda, She told her grievances herself to the Council and
begged for more land for the maintenance and marriage of her
young children, Her brother also supported her pleas, The
Chalrman was one of Barek's close friends and so were the other
leaders also, lMost of them did not approve of paramanik's wife
asking for a salish against her sons, though they were only her
step sons, They did not even like the woman talking loudly from
inside so that the council may hear her pless and grlevances nor
did they like her brother's views in her support, ller brother
is not a renowned man in the area, So, when the salish came to
the gamaj, her brother was regsrded as an outsider and his arqu-

ments were not respected at all, They started the sglish at about
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to improve Barek's social status, On the other hand, Gopal
gained security by having Barek as a friend, As a member of a
minority group, they need support of the influentisal majority
group for their survival, Thus while the household within
Barek's qusti do not 3ll get on well with each other and do not
have affinal kins in the village, Gopal's and Barek's family
who are linked by bandhu ties act as strong support to each
other, The bandhu relatlonship cuts accross even religious

barriers,

Barek's own mother's brother lives in the village, in
Natunpara, This is known as Mullah's gustl, sometime ago they
were an influentiasl group in the community, but now they are on
the downward economic trend, Another man called Badar, is also
related to Paramanik's gustl, Badar was a young boy when both
his parents died, At that time his cousin brother {mother's
sister's son) Azu Paramanik brought him up as his own son, le
also gave a portion of his land to Badar, who built a house on
the plot for his wife, He married the only.daughter of a middle
farmer of the village; she inherited a big amount of landed
property, Badar settled in the village and formed a new house-
hold, Though Badar did not belong to Paramanik's gusti, they
are closely related, They live in the same para and belong to
the ssme samaj. When Badar's wife was young she lost her father,
and her mother got married with Khodabox of Satbhagipara, Khoda-
box got two sons and two daughters by this wife, Thus Paramanik's

qustl developed relationship with Satbhagl gusti, ©On the other
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hand, Badar's daughter got married in Beharipars, Satbhagi,

on the other hand, developed maritsl relationships wlth Abed

Hazi and many new immigrants of the village, If all these
various links that Paramanik's qusti has with other village

paras it becomes obvious that this ggg;i is deeply imbeded in
Natunpur's soclal system, Paramanik's gusti saw all live closeby.
They meet each other reqularly and discuss each other's problems
together, They all live adjacent to each other's residence, and
all belong to the old established residential familles, Barek,

Khodabox and liollah are regarded as leaders of the gamaj.

AZu Paramanik had ten sons and four daughters, Except for
those who are engaged in profitsble businesses or services, and
the families where both the husband and wife are hard-working,
it is inevitsble that the individual famllles are set on a
downward econonic trend, In the next generation unless things
improve some of them are going to become landless, because like
others they may not £ind it profitable to cultivate economically
unviasble plots of land, Lack of agricultural implements and
lsbour makes small landholding unprofitsble, Some may sell the
lands and try to enter petty trading, Sattar's two younger
brothers are already pressuring their mother to give them their
shares, so that they can sell the land and start trading, But
their brothers as well as the family's murubbi are objecting to
their demand, because they congider that since they are unaccus-

tomed to business, they may not be able to make any profit and
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then will lose the little they have., They are not hard-working

and do not have the aptitude of doing buslness,

Mullah's qgustl is another kingroup based in Natunpara, Aser
biollah came and settled here from the nearby village., He had
three sons, Quadir, Iman and Boyen, Quadir Mullah married
threo times and has six daughters and no son; Iman has only one
daughter and Boyen has four sons and one daughter, None of the
families are experiencing economic improvements, 7Two of
uadir's daughters are married to men from Comilla, They reslde

in qQuadir's house as ghar—iamal, Iman's daughter is married to

a man from a nearby village; only Iman's widow still lives in
Natunpara, Boyen's two sons are living in the village, One
migrated to his wife's residence as she got some land from her
father, and the other lives in his mother's village as she
received land from her parents, when his mother became a widow
(after the death of Boyen) he went with hls mother to her
mother's parents' residence, The twe sons, living in the village,
are notorious, they drink liquor excesslvely and do all sorts

of illegal things in the villages. Gradually, they sold all
thelr lands, They even sold their homestead to a middle stratum
farmer who lives next door ts them, They now live in their
brother's homestead, They are the poor and landless, Quadir
Mollah's second wife is from Comilla. She is hard-working and
dominant in the family, When her two dsughters got married with
two landless labourers from Comilla, she was happy and both the
sons—-in-law started to live with them, They worked in their
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father-in-law's lands, But the girls thus married do not admit
that their husbands are ghar—jsmais because they think that the
situation lowers down thelr own social status, The girls tell
that whenever their husbands will be able to buy some land or
achieve some cconomic stability, they are going to form separate
households, The immigrants from Comilla live near their pro-
moter's households, Some of the village property has been
acquired by people who came from India,Comilla and other palaces.
Alim, one Natunpur farmer sold quite a lot of land and 1s now
landless, The new settlers could thus buy lands in the old

settlement.

’r

Mullah's qusti is loosing its soclo-economic status, After
Boyen's death there 1s nobody who can be respecteé in the
qusti, Boyen Mullsh's two sons Asek and Kalim are the most
condemned persons in the village., They belong to the landless
category., There is no possibility of their being able to buy

land in the near future,

Taher dondal's gusti is also declining in soclo-economic
status, Alim's and Taher's father Lalu Mondsl was a rich man
in this area. londal also means leader, Even while Lalu liondsal
was still alive, he started loosing his landed property.
Ismail's father, Iman's and Sarif's maternal uncle who migrated
from India bought land from him, Thus outsiders could establish
thelr residence in this para where most of the households are

living here more than two generations., Among the three houscholds,
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only one belong to the middle stratum and the other two are
landless, All the three are simple households, Taher, the
middle farmer, 1s the only able bodled man 1in his household to
work in the field, His wife is the only woman to work in the
family., Thelr elder son is studying in the secondary level and
the elder daughter, who studied upto primary level, recently
got married, A middle farmer needs at least two or three men
to work and at the same time two or three women to work in the
household, This family does not have any other dependents o
live with them and work in the field, Alim's father brought

up an orphan named Kurani, got him married, Both Kuranl and
his wife worked in the house of Lalu Mondal with Taher and
others, They took meals with them and were considered}as Mmeme
bers of their family, Asgar another Comilla boy who came with
his sister who married a man of Satbhagipara also stayed in
Lalu's household, Lalu promised to give a portion of land to
Kuranl as a gift, so that after his death Kurani can live on it
and would not have to depend on Tasher, Kurani was brought up
as Tasher's brother, but even then he did not belong to the gusti,
They were very close to each other and work for each other
whenever needed, But after Lglu's death, Tsher and Kurani's
families were in conflict and separated into two households, The
relationship between the two houses is similsr to that of gusti
households, but Kurani is not yet fully incorporated in to
Taher's qugti, Asgar was not treated as a servant but as 3

member of Taher's household, Eventually Asgar got a job with the
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surveyor in this area, He got married and bought a plece of
land, made his own residence and started doing petty business.

He and Kurani, thus have improved thelr economic conditlons,
Asgar did not get any land from Lalu or from Taher, but deve-
loped a very close relationship with them, He is still not
regarded as a qusti member, while he behaves llke a gustl

member, They all belong to the Natunpara samaj. Taher is also
related to Badar, because Badar married Taher's first cousin,

In this way they are related to Paramanik and Mullah, They also
maintain close relationship with Kurani, Asgar and Mullah's
family, while their relationship with Alim's family is rather
stralned. Alim sold away most of his lands to Mashiuddin (new
settler) who settled here after the liberation of Bangladesh,
Mahiuddin built a house adjacent to Taher's residence. Taher
could have filed a pre-emption case, but decided not to do it
because he did not have the money to buy the land and because
Iszﬁail's father was negotisting the case, Ismall's father was
an influential man in the village, Isnail's father brought up
Mshiuddin like a son. Ile turned out to be very intelligent,
Mahiuddin went to school with Ismail and his other brothers,
while Ismail and his brothers could not proceed at school,
Mahiuddin progressed well and continued his studies, He got a
job outside Natunpur, He married a girl from a respectable family
of Dinajpur District, and for many years did not even visit the
family where he had been brought up, though he maintained connec-
tions with Ismail and others of the family, Wwhen Bangladesh became
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independent he retired from service and came to Natunpur, At
first he stayed with his family in Ismsil's house, But eventua-
11y he brought land in an around Natunpur village and built a

house for his family,

Taher's gusti developed closer relatlonships with other
people than their own agnates and the next door neighbour., Alim,
on the other hand, developed a close assoclation with his
neighbours who are poor immigrants from Comilla, Alim, his son
and wife work in other's houses as labourers, As Alim is not
very hard-working, the villagers do not like to engage him as
labourer, Thus his economic condition is deteriorating day by

day,

As mentioned earlier there are also two gqustli households
residing in Natunpara belong to the Satbhagi gusti. They moved
from Satbhagipara, but the other members of this gusti still
live in satbhagipara, Howla Box is the father of Ayub. The
father 1s a middle farmer, living in a complex household, whille
the son is a small farmer residing in a simple household., He
manages to maintain his economic status but Ayub's condition is
deteriorating, Ayub mortgaged one bigha of his land to 3 middle
farmer, an immigrant from India living in Natunpara, Ayub does
not possess any farming implements, None of them are leaders of
the qustl or of the village samaj. Ayub's eldest son is a
Matriculate, and he is asked to join all kinds of new assoclations

formed in the village by different governmental and non-governmentoal
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organisations e.g., the Youth Club and a Night School, He is
also s member of the Jubs (youth) Complex, Though he is loosing
economic importance, he is becoming involved in different

kinds of organisations that give him some prestige and influence,
He 1s an honest and sincere worker but could not get a job;

and now he works as an agricultural labourer, All the Natune

para gustis so far discussed belong to Natunpara samaj.

Akbar's qusti belongs to a separate ssmaj. Akbar is one
of the important village personalities, He 1s respected because
he is honest and can give sound decisions; he has good connecs-
tions with the villagers and with different government officlals.
Though he belongs to a different gamaj, he is asked to partici-
pate in affairs of Natunparas samaj.

Akbar's gqustl consists of eight households, Abul Hussain
was the post master of the local Post Office, His brother
Akanda also lived in Natunpur, Abul Hussain has four sons, lie
and his four sons formed five households, All these five house-
holds formed one homestead, and the three sons of Akands, formed
another homestead, Akanda's first wife died; and he married a
second time, Hls second wife inherited her father's property
in a different village, Akanda gave hls property. in Natunpur to
his children and went to live with his wife in her natal village,
His three sons form one homestead in this gusti. There 1s only
one case of intra-qustl marriage; a daughter of Akanda married

+he son of Abul Hussain, All the other members married women
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from different villages, Though there are all together eight
households in this qustl living in the same para, they live in
only two homesteads, All the eight households in this gusti
are of single family only recently one of the households, i.e.,
Akbar became a complex family, as his eldest son got married
and was staying with him, Among these eight familles six are
middle farmers and two are small farmers, Abul Hussain divided
his land among his four sons, ©Only two of them improved their
economic conditions, They bought new lands and thelr wives
also inherited cultivable lands from thelr parents, The twe
small farmer families are working: one in school and the otherxr
in a sugarmill, They falled to look after the land properly and

could not progress,

Akbar's qustl has been living in Natunpur for more than
fifty years and are the second generation settlers. Though thelr
mailn occupation is agriculture, except for Akanda's three sons,
all the other male members of this gustl are engaged in different
kinds of subsidiary occupations, i.e., teaching, service etc,
one of them 1s a village doctor, whenever they find time, they
work in their own field with the help from lasbourers, Only
Rahimuddin, one of the qusti's poor relations who has settled
in Natunpur recently on his wife's land, works in the lands of
Akbar and other people of Akbar's qusti. They hire labourers
from the village and from nearby villages as well, Akbar's
father gave a portion of his land to each of hls sons, lls own

portion was rented out to his sons on sharecropping basls,
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because he 1s an old man and can not look after his land
himself, Their relations from the village of their origin,
Rahimuddin and two families from Satbhagipara and the people
of Akbar's qusti form one samaj., For any religious and social
purposes they assemble together and if there 1s any problenm,

they try to solve it by themselves,

Akbar's gustl hold a respectable position in Natunpur and
in the nearby villages. akbar is the head of the qusti though
he 1s not the senior most man in it, le is also a murubbi of
the village community, Akbar's eldest son has an M,A. degreeo
and works as a teacher in a nearby college, He 1s a member of
the village club, but not active in village politics, He does
not take an active part in village salish and similar problem,
he tries to maintain a neutral position in the village affairs.
In sbsence of Akbar there 1s no other individual in the gusti
who may be regarded as murubbl, They are giving emphasis on
education, Girls of this qustl are also going to the primary
school. Two girls are attending secondary school, Though these
custi members are not part of Natunpara gamal, Akbar holds a
high social status in the country. He is an honest and religlious
man, and has connections with different officials and murubbis
of different villages, He 1s asked to arbitrate different
problems in different villages., Even in Natunpur everybody seeks

his advice on different kinds of matters,

Besides the elght qustls of Natunpara so far discussed, in

the same para, there are also 24 individual households, which do
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not yet form qustis. They do not have patrilineal relationship
with other local households, but many of them develop affinal
and fictive relationships among themselves as well as with
different qustls. Among these 24 individual households, eight
houscholds settled here more than fifty years back., Four of
them formed a qusti in 1983, i,e, their domestic cycle stage
enables them to form separate households from the original
households, Some are in the process of breaking down, Among
these old established individual households only two have
developed affinal relationships with two old established gustis
of Natunpara. Another old established individusal household 1.e.
Ismail's household has fictive kinship relationship with Jebar's
qusti, (see p. 122 ). Thus these two families have developed a
fictive kinship relationship, On the other hand, Mahiuddin was
the adopted son of Ismall's father, Even after Mahiuddin's
death both the families were still maintaining good kinship
relationships. As stated earlier both the families are econo-
mically interlinked, Mahiuddin's family holds a high social
esteem in the village., All his sons and daughters are highly
educated, though they do not themselves take any active part in
the village politics., Ismall 1s a second category murubbi in
the village and a member of Natunpara samaj.

Of the 16 Natunpara individual households who have settled
in this village less than fifty years ago, five came from
Comilla; six settled there on the basls of their wilfe's connec-

tions, two of the family heads were brought up by two old
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estoblished fsmilies of the para, two came for service and the
other one came from India. None of them has yet developed into
a gqustil, These individual households, in most of the cases
developed very good and close relationships with the familles
who helped them come and settle in the vlillage, Some of them

are affinsl kins, For instance, Akkas developed a close rela-
tionship with Abed Hazi's family. Akkas married Hazl's daughter,
As thelr economic condition is not good, Hazl gave his daughter's
share of property to them, so that they can live there, Akkas
also received a portion of lend from Hazl for sharecropping.

Thus Akkas's family gets economic and social support from Hazl's

family,

The same kinds of things happened with Ramen, Asim and
Anil's households., Once Ramen Migtry (carpenter) came to
Haradhan's house to make a khat (wooden cot), Due to flood at
the Padma, Ramen lost all his propertles, He was married before,
but his wife died and there were no children by hils first marrlage.
He is good looking, has primary education and his behaviour
shows that he comes of a good family, Ramen started living with
Haradhan's family and made wooden furniture, UHaradhan liked the
man and asked him to marry his widowed sister-in-law who along
with two daughters was living with him, He agreed and the
marriage was performed, Ramen's wife and Haradhan's wife are
two sisters. Haradhan is one of the rich men in the village,
Haradhan's wife and her sister received a portion of land from

their father, The land 1s suitable for a homestead, So, Ramen
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a house on this land and started 1iving there. There is also
one son and one daughter from this marriage. Thus they got
three daughters and one son, One of their daughters left for
India after marriage. The two others built houses in the same
plot and live there. They are all landless. Ramen's sons-in-
law are petty traders. During the Liberation wWar Ramen sold his
homestead to Abed Hazi, the richest man in the area, After
independence, they returned from India, where they took shelter )
during the war, and wanted back the land from Abed Hazi, but
Abed Hazi did not agree. The price of land is now very high and
this land is on a strategic place, Abed Hazl told them to build
a house on their previous land and live there, without paying any
rent. Ramen's two daughters built a house on this plot, which
now belongs to Hazi and started living there, Ramen's eldest
son-in-law now worked in Hazi's flour mill In the village, They
had become highly dependent on Abed Hazi., But Ramen built a
house on his elder slister-in-law's land where they are still
living, Recently Ramen's youngest daughter was able to buy a
small plot of land near their present residence. Anil, the
eldest son-in-law is the poorest of the lot; he works in Hazl's
mill and is altogether Hazi's client., Ramen does not have
enough funds to enable him to buy a portion of land to make his
residence, He, therefore, continues to live on his elder-
sister~in-law's plot of land. They are not economlcally inter-

dependent, But they have close kinship relationships among
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themselves, They take part in all different kinds of soclo-
roligious activities conducted by the famllies, Haradhan's
family is one of the richest and best educated fami%ies in
Natunpur, They have high status and respect in the soclety.
Ramen's family considers it to be prestiglous to be associated
with Haradhan's family, Once Ramen's wife told me that her
three classificatory sons are well established§ one is a doctor,
one a teacher and the young one is in the army, In actuality,
Haradhsn's first son was a doctor who recently died, the second
son is a school tescher and Ramen's son works for the army.
Ramen's wife always likes to stress the close relatlonship
between the two famllies, But Haradhan's family is not so eager
to do so, In most soclieties there are individuals or groups who
like to emphasise their relationship with stronger parties,
thereby wanting to reflect on themselves some of the latter's
importance, Kinship plays an important part in this context

by showing socio-religious relationships,

In Natunpara there are also three familles who though not
related by blood or marriage with any other old establi shed
families, yet they behave like close relations, Among them,
Asgar and Kurani are two small farmers, while Mshiuddin is a
middle farmer. AsS stated earlier, Asgar came to this village
with his sister when he was a mere child, worked in Tsher's
house and was treated as 1f he were a member of the family, The

same thing happened with Kurani, who married and stayed with
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Taher's family, later on Taher's father gave a portion of his
agricultursal land to Kurani, Eventually he built a house of

his own and started living separately. Though these two fami-
lies are not related with Taher's family by blood or marriage,
and are not exactly grafted into Taher's gqusti, they behave like
a gustli, They form a close unit and look after each other's
problems, By contrast Mahluddin was the adapted son of Ismail's
father, while economically Ismall's famlly is now rich and
Mahiuddin is a middle farmer, Ismall's family is respected ln
the village becsuse Ismall is a murubbl of the village and also
of Natunpara samaj. As regards education Fahiuddin's family is
much more educated, They enjoy high status in the village and
in nearby areas, There is considerable social distance between
the two families, Buit they continue their economic relations,
Mahiuddin bought agricultural lands with the help of Ismail's
father, Ismall still sharecrops Mahiuddin's land, In any kind
of agriculturasl transactions Mahiuddin's family takes help and
advice from Ismail, But soclal status-wise they belong to
different groups, As regards their education, marriage, service
and in matters like that, each takes its own decisions, Both
the families maintain their kin relationship; specially Mahiuddin
needs the support of Ismail's family in the village, Otherwise
it would have been difficult for Mahiuddin's family to live there
with four marriageable girls., The girls behave modestly. Even
if they go outside the village for education and jobs, yet they

are all respected in the village, Nobody dares criticise them
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simply becouse Ismail's family always supports them strongly.

Thus in Natunpara eight qustis and twenty four individusl
households developed different kinds of relationships, In some
cases economic causes play an important part in maintaining
different kinds of relationships, in others, it 1s the social

status which play the most important part,

3,4 Beharipsrs with its Gusti
and Individual Houscholds

Beharlpara is situated on other side of the road with 33
households, There are four qustis and sixteen individual house-
holds in this para, In Beharipara there are 18 per cent Hindus
and 82 per cent luslims of whom 9 per cent rich, 15 per cent
middle and 30 per cent are small farmers, while the rest are
landless (see Table 6), Thirty six per cent of Beharipara people
sre first generastion settlers, 58 per cent are second generation
and the remaining six per cent have been there for more than two
generations (see Table 4), Thus it is not an old estsblished
para. We have also noticed that the people of Beharipara have
taken up different kinds of occupations, They have diversified
thelr economy (see Table 13B), The majority of Beharipara people
are new settlers, landless and engaged in diversified economic
activities, because it wss not easy for the newcomers to get land
for cultivation, Among the four qustis, Karim's one is the oldest
and the largest, There are altogether nine households in the

qustl, which live in six homesteads, Among these nine households,



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

160

one is rich, three sre middle and two sre small farmers while
three are landless. Both Karim and Zahir have managed to gain
high socio-economic status in the village. Another man, Emaj,
is trying hard to maintain hls soclo~economic conditions, while
Rahman has improved a little. All the other five households

are on their downward economic trend, They are the paternal
classificatory brothers of the first four, discussed here. They
have lost thelr properties while their father wes still alive.
They came from agricultural background, Host of them are
engaged in agriculture in some way or other, The poorest ones
are agricultural labourers specially for their rich and middle
farmer gusti households, The poor members cannot meet all the
demand for labour of the rich and middle category people of this
qustl., They also employ poorer relatives from the next village
and also others, Here in this gusti I noticed that the poor are
all the time working for their rich counterparts. They get
remuneration both in kind and in cash, whichever the employer
wants to offer. Thus there developed a patron-client relation-
ship smong members of the same gusti. They look after each

others well-being as is indicated by the following case.

Once Babar and Nasir, two brothers of the landless category,
were engaged in fighting with thelr next door neighbour, As a
result, the neighbour's wife was injured., She was related to
Abed Hazit's brother. Abed Hazi is the richest man of the

village and st the same time, he is also politically powerful.
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Abed liazl is the partner of Karim in a business venture, A

good portions of Abed Hazi's land is cultivated by Karim on a
sharecropping basis, These two famllies have close connections
in economic flelds, ©On the other hand, Abed Hazi 1s an immi-
grant to Natunpur, He considers his relatlonship with Karim as
an important means of his establishing soclo-political power in
the village and in the ares, Babar's offence was serious; he

has beaten his next door neighbour's wife on the forehead with a
bomboo stick, As a result there was heavy bleeding from her
forehead and medical treatment was necessary. Beating anybody
is a crime, but beating 2 woman of one's mother's age is con-
sidered a most severe crime. Abed Hazl's brother came from
Rajshahi town and was furlous, Abed Hazl and his brother are

not on goed terms, Abed Hazl used to make so many problems for
his brother Azahar, that the later could not live in the village.
Hle s0ld away his land to others and left Natunpur, Villagers
thought that Abed Hazl would also take serious action against
Babar and Nasir., Abed Hazl told the villagers that what had
happened was very bad, One should take serious action against
it, But he tactfully kept himself out of the dispute, when the
village sallish was called, he did not attend the meeting and sent
a8 message that he was sick, and thus could not attend the meetling.
He indicated that he would accept what others would decide, 1In
the meantime, Azshar went to the thana and filed a case, 2Zahir
and Karim wanted the case to be solved in an amicable way between

the two parties, But when it failed, Zshir went to the police
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station and managed to get the complaint withdrawn by the
victim, The victim then noticed that Abed Hazi did not take
active part in solving the problem while Zahir and Karim, two
influential people in the community took the side of Babar and
Nasir. Azahar coming from outside found it difficult to go on
pursuing the case against Babar and Nasir, Even the victim and
her husband did not like to continue the quarrel against the
will of some of the most powerful parties of the village. Then
8 salish was called, where Babar snd Naslr were asked to pay a
fine to the woman, They explained that they were too poor to
pay the fine, Then they were asked to take a loan from others
and pay the fine, 2Zahir pald off the fine on behslf of Babar
and Nasir, As a result, Babar and Nasir will work on zahir's

land free so long ss the meoney for the fine is realised.

This 1llustrates how as a gustl member Zahir helped Babar
and Nosir in emergency. But he did so not without self-interest,
Babar and Nasir were thereby bound to work on Zahir's land and
became his obedient clients, On the other hand, Abed Hazl found
it wise not to take sides with his kin and tried to keep away
from the dispute, He 1ls in no way obligated to his kin, rather
he is much more obliged to Karim and Zahir, with whom he has

economic links,

As stated already the landless and poor members of this
gusti do not have to look for work outside thelr gqusti. The

poorest of this gustl do not have farming implements, the
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wealthier households of the qusti do not always let them have
their implements free. They have to pay for hire, The rich
give mortgages on land to their kin as well as to others who
are not relatives but live in the village or nearby., Kinsmen
do not appear to favour giving cconomic support to thelr gustl
mermbers, Rather they try to maintain economic relationships
with as many villagers as possible on a reciprocal basis. Zahir
helped Babar because he secured ready labour and other support
from him; on the other hand, Abed Hazi did not help his rela-
tion becsuse, he is not obliged to him in any matter, On the
other hand, even Zahir does not glve his plough and bullocks
to Aynal for cultivation free of cost, In this gustl members
developed economic relationships with other people of this

village and/or nearby settlements,

However, kinship plays an important role in the context of
socio-religious matters amony gqusti members, No marriage is held
between the members of the same gusti not even a marriage is
held between the boys or girls of Karim's qusti and other
villagers, Most of the marriages represent links with neigh-
bouring villages, It seems villager want to extend kinship
relationship outside the village., All the marriages of the
partles concerned, the consent of the bride-groom and the bride
has to be taken, but only formally, If the guardians agree, no
bdy or girl ever say no, This gqustl does not have any close
affinal kin in the para or in the village itself, At the time
of marriage, no dowry is asked by the members of this gusti nor
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do they glve any dowry. Zahir told me that in this area cvery-
body knows them, there is no question of getting or giving dowry.
Yet it 1s a conventlon in their family that when giving daugh-
ters in marriage, they present to the bridegroom a watch, and a
bi-cycle and three pleces of gold ornaments to the girl, At the
time of Karim's and Rshman's daughter's marriage, the parents

did not give the presents alone by themselves, but rather jointly
as members of the gqusti, i.e., one parental uncle of the girl
gave the cycle, snother gave the watch, while someone else gave

a radio and the parents gave the ornaments, Often in case of
sociow=religious matters they unite in tsking decisions, when un-
expected problems arlse the neople of the gustl help each other,
Some of Zahir's relaticns live in a nearby village., Once while

1 was in the village, s fire broke out there and their house was
burnt down; a small child sleeping in the house died; no body
could save him, At that time Koarim's qusti people took the
initiative and collected money, rice, bamboos and many other
necessories to the family in distress, In such difficulties qusti
people take initiative to help the sufferers, Both Karim and
Zahlr are consldered as leaders in the village, and as purubbi

to most of the people of theilr samaj. A small proportion of this
qustl is engaged in service. All the small farmers and landless
live at a subsistence level, 2ahir's profile (see Chap. 2) shows
how he managed to improve his economic conditlon, This has
clearly illustrated the different kinds of economic relationships
that have developed between Zshir and other kinds of people,

From the analysis of economic relations it is found that kinship
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is less important In ecoromic relations than i1t is in socio-
religious motters., The murubbls of the gusti are always cons-

cious to sofeguard gustli members' soclo-religious status,.

Rahim's is another gusti in Beharipara., Fathner and two of
his sons form three households and one homestead, As they have
divided their property, esch is 3 small farmer. One son is
engaged in service. Another son works in agriculture as well
85 also scasonal service in the local suger nmill, tione of them
is able to improve thelr economic conditions. Rahim is a first
generation immigrant having been settled there less than fifty
years ago. Rahim's son marrled Badar's daughter from Natunpara.
They thus have developed affinal relationships in the village,
They also have close connections with Lutfar's family, as famlly
friend Lutiar is in turn closely linked with Kerim's gustl. Ilie
stayed with Karim's brother's family and worked for him, he
received a small plot of land from them and started his family
in Beharipara., Lutfar is, therefore, obliged to Karim's qusti
and he is a member of Karim's samaj., Rahim 3lso belongs to
lorim's samaj. iione of the members of this gusti is a leader
or murubbl in the para or village, Though only recently settled
there, this has already been formed a gustl because of the three
sons, There is now a good possibility of their becoming impor-

tant persons in the pars or in the village before too long,

Thera are alse two Hindu qustil in Beharipara, Ramesh's

tqusti's three families live in one homestead, They are three
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brothers, All are loosing out economically. Among them one

is a middle and two are small farmers, The two mmall farmers

are engaged in petty business, Ramesh is the Union Council
member, He works as Dalll lekhgk (deed copylst). He has glven
his land on sharecropping to 2Zahir, He mortgages hls land to
Zahir whenever necessary, He thereby developed economlc connec-
tions with zshir and also Karim, They liked to be linked with
Karim's qustl because it can give them support when they need
help, The lands of the other twe brothers were also mortgaged

to Zahir and Hazi, which they eventually had to sell, Recently,
Ramesh has sold a portion of his land to Gopal, his next door
liindu neighbour, Previously Ramesh's father had good relation-
ships with Khodabox of Satbhagl, His name was Khudiram, Khudiram
and Khodabox were bandhu {friends), Khudiram sold a good portion
of land to them, Thot block is still named as Khudirsmer Dag,
meaning the plot of land belonging to Khudiram, After Khudiram's
death, even now Faruk, the man who is improving his economic
conditions still keeping on good terms with Ramesh's famlly, His
brother's brother-in-law Paresh, lost lands in his own village
and moved to Beharlpara, He built a small house by the side of
Gopal's house, He is slsc doing petty business, They do not
have affinsl or other kinds of kinship relations wlth others in
the village, Ramesh is a member of the Union Council no doubt,
but he is not that powerful, As a neutral person, he was elected,
He always used to do what the village matbars (leaders) want him
to do, ©Once he called a meeting in the village directed by the
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high authority of his office to discuss forming a Gram Sarker
(village government) in line with the programme of the previous
Sarker (Government), B8ut villagers did not turn up, Ramesh

then told the village matbars about the matter and asked them to
call a meeting in the village, The matbars themselves were
present in the meeting, and a good number of villagers attended
the meeting and a committee of the Gram Sarker was formed, Thus
it is seen that though Ramesh is the Union Council member, he
does not hold much power in Natunpur, The situation may be
different in other villages, (Recently Ramesh died from sudden
heart attack), They have friendly relations with theilyr Hindu
neighbours as well as with the three Hindu households of Natunpara,
which are slituated on the other side of the road, They are the
old settlers of the village, Their father was a rich businessman
in this area, But within three generations they have lost most
of their property and business, Their relations left for India
after partition in the year 1947. Thus they have also lost much
of their moral support, Wwhenever there 1s any political crisis
in the country, they feel insecure and want to leave the country,
However, they do not have any property or anything to support
them in India, snd they remaln in Natunpur, They feel insecure
when their girls grow up, It is difficult to find marriages
within their own community and caste., They are afraid that their
daughter will marry Muslim boys, which would be a disgrace to

their community,
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Haradhan's is the other Hindu gusti of Beharipara., This
is one of the oldest gusti in the village, They are the rich
and influential people of the village., There are two families
and one homestead where gusti members live, Among them one is
rich and the other is a middle farmer. Both of them are complex
households. They have agricultural backgrounds, though their
forefathers first settled here with the intention of doing
business., Recently they gave up their grocer's shop, One of
the sons was a doctor and they run a medical store, Recently
the doctor died and his two sons are looking after the medical
store. They gave most of their lands to sharecroppers; their
lands are in the village from where they have shifted to Natunpur.
Their sharecroppers are not related to them. Both the families
have bought more lands, some of which they cultivate under their
own supervislon, employlng lsbourers. They again get the person
who mortgaged his land to sharecrop it., They have developed close
economic relations with neighbouring people within Natunpur and
also in other villages, Gustl members discuss each other's
problems and are on good terms with each other, The doctor was
always sociable and helpful to villagers, He was a singer as
well and used to sing over Rajshahl Radio. At the time of his
death I was in the village, In the mourning period I stayed with
his family for a few days, Women and children of the household
liked my presence there at that time. Kenfaik sf tkz hsusskekd
Tiked Ry pxesesge khexe 2% kkat ktimm, Menfolk of the household
requested me to stay with them because I could conscle them and

ask them to take their food etc., I also felt obliged to the family
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beceuse 1t was this doctor who encouraged me to conduct study
in the villasge, He gave me shelter in his house and helped me
to get acqualnted with the villagers, He used to inquire about
my food and any other problems I faced in the village, Iiis
sister used to accompany me while I visited the homes in the
village, This family enjoys high social status in the village
and in the surrounding sreas, Under thelr protection I felt

secure while doing my field work in the village,

Besides the four qustlg there are also sixteen individual
households in Beharipara, Among these sixteen households, four,
have been staying there for more than fifty years, while the
rest have been living in Beharipara less than fifty years, Abed
Hazl, though he has'not yet formed a gustl,the seven households
around his house are related to his family. They help each other
whenever asked to do so, They all originate from the same place,
and all of them have been related to each other even before
coming to Natunpur, Abed Hazi's father was the flrst settler
among them, They form a small community in the para 1tself, One
household in Satbhagiparsa and another household in Natunpara are
related to them by marriage, Otherwise they do not have any more
blood ties or affinal relationships with any other person in the
para or in Nstunpur altogether. As stated earlier Abed ilazi
developed economic and soclal relationship with many other people
of Beharipara and also of Natunpara, Abed Hazl is the leader of

the group, Among these eight households only Abed Hazl's one is
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rich, two are small farmers and all the rest sre landless, As
rnost of them are recent immigrants they are not able to purchase
londs in the village, None of them have agricultural backgrounds,
their asncestors used to be petty traders, Thus they are also
engaged in petty business, Ione of them 1s pleased with Abed
Hazi, because he has improved his own economic conditions while
refusing to give his relatiens lands in sharecropplng, I heard
hig family members saying that it is better to help others than
your own relatives, because they (others) work harder, hereas
relations work only casually while wanting more benefits,
liowever, most of his relatives are engaged in petty buslness,

It is more efficient to employ in agriculture those who are
familiar with agricultural works. e have seen already how Abed
Hazl gives his lands in sharecropping to different people of
Natunpur and nearby villages, particularly those who are old
established settlers or those who are somehow or other powerful
in the society., Thus his strategy is to establish good relation-
ships with other powerful people of the locsl soclety, disregar-

ding kinship connections.

Among the other five individual households, only one has
been staying in Beharipara for more than fifty years. The
household head is an old man; they are not much involved in the
socio-economic 1ife of the village, They are doing petty busi-
ness ané are living from day to day, Thelr strategy is to survive

in the society, Two are service holders, working in the Fanily
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345 satbhagipara with its Gusti Households

All the people of this para belong to the Satbhagi gusti,
As stated earlier it is one of the oldest qustis in the village,
There are altogether 14 households in the para. Satbhagl gqusti
consists of sixteen households; two of these houscholds have
recently settled in Natunpara, Like many others, long ago, Hazi
Khusi Pramanik came here from the nearby village, He got seven
sons, each of whom formed a separate household, They are the
seven bhaglg (sharers) after whom the gusti is called Satbhagi.
At first sll these housecholds belong to Natunparas. But recently
their residentisl area has come to be called Satbhagipara, Among
these fourteen households, four are complex; and it is likely

that soon these households will split up into more households,

This para is situated on the north-west side of Natunpur,
On the north-west side there are paddy and sugarcane fields, on
the eastern side of the para lives Ismail, one of the rich
farmers of Natunpur, Paramanik's house is located on the southern
slde, In Paramanik's homestead, there sre already six houscholds,
On the south-east corner there are the houses of Akbar's qusti,
Then comes Kalimuddin's gusti household., Thus all the old
established households are situated in and around Satbhagipara.
No new immigrants are living in and around the para. Thus there

exists long established relationships among neighbours.

All these 14 households form three homesteads, Among them

one is a middle farmer, three are landless and the rest arec smsll



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

173

farmers, Only one of the 14 households ls a second generation
settler, while the rest have lived there for more than two
generations (see Table 4)., Among them only 14 per cent have
improved their economic conditions, seven per cent have main-
tained economic stability, while 79 per cent are going downwords
economicslly., They are the oldest traditional agricultural
group in the village, All of them came from agricultursl
backgrounds, Table 13(c) shows the occupatlonal pattern of the
population of Satbhagipara., They are engaged in agriculture
and some are also petty traders of agricultursl products, Only
two small farmers have ploughs and bullocks; they are the two
vho have improved their economic conditions, One middle farmer
also has farming implements, All the others are found on a
downward economic trend, Previously when anybody in the gusti
wanted to sell property, a solvant gqusti member bought it, low
only Faruk and Nader, the two households, moving upwards econo-
mically are in a position to buy land; otherwise none of them
have the funds to do so. All except two i.,e., eight small
farmer households mortgaged thelr lands, Only Nader received a
portion of Eman's land in mortgage, 3ll the others mortgaged
their lands to their neighbours, They are not blood relatives
but developed close fictive tles, Gradually, they may lose the
lands, they have mortgaged, There is every likelihood of their
becoming landless in the near future, They generally exchange
labour among themselves, They also engage agricultural labourers

on a peej basis from among members of thelr gustl, They supply
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labour to the neighbouring rich, middle and small farmers
throughout the year, Thus there exists closely=knit inter-
relationships among themselves, Recently some of the young men
of this qustl together wlith other young men of the village are
doing jobs in other areas on a contract basis, The jobs are
of different types, such as agricultural work, earth cutting
for roads, construction works, making mollases from sugarcane

etc, These are some of economic trends found in the village,

As regards soclo-religious functions, they belong to the
Natunpars gamaj. Previously Satbhagipara was a part of Natun-
para, liow as it developed into a separate pars, and all its
members are members of the same sti, they also have their own
socio-religious grouping; it is like a little samaj within the
larger gsaua} of Natunpara, which is again a part of the village
Samaj. As a Satbhagl qusti they share common identity and
sentiment; when an outsider says or does anything against them,
they form an united front, But among themselves they are always
divided, They are known for their quarrelsome nature, Children
beating each other, the spoiling of seedlings by goats etd, are
some of the factors glving rise to conflicts within the gusti.
By contrast on the question of prestige they all unite together,
once, while I was in the village, a girl of the Satbhagl gustl
was insulted by a labourer of Paramanik's house, wWhen the qusti
came to know the matter, they sl11 united together and wanted
to punish the person, Poaramanik's gusti heard about it and gave

the man money asking to leave the village immediately., They
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even helped him to leave the village., The man left and the
problem was solved in this way, At that time I heard Satbhagi
qusti saying that how daring the man must have been that he dared
insult a Sstbhagl girl, They were determined to resist such
insults., When united they are the bilggest group in the village.
Thus it 1s found that in case of a woman's 1jjat ( honour ) they
can be stricter than others, Uomen are to be protected by the
men of the community, One deserted Satbhagl girl used to nelp
me in my domestic work when I lived in Natunpur, For that slso
she has to take the permission of her parents, and also of the
family of Natunpara, whom they consider as their murubbi, In
case of men taking jobs, no body iIs expected to ask anybody else's

permission,

All the Satbhagipsra residents are Muslims, There is »
mosque in the parg. The mosque was made by Khusi Paramanik, the
forefather of the gusti. It is the oldest mosque in the village,
Recently Abed Hazl has made » new mosque in the village, Before
that everybody used to say thelr prasyer in the Satbhaglipara
mosque, Now the mosque is maintained by the Natunpara songie
Prominent people of the Satbhagi gusti are included 1n the comnmi-
ttee for the mosque, There are no problems regarding this.
Marriage and things like that are held in the gustl where the
consent of the custi leaders and murubbis of the datunpara
households speclially the neighbouring houseliolds and patron
households are taken into consideration, I have not seen murrisge

being held between the boys and girls within this gusti.
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According to them marriage within the gusti means more tentions,
There developed quite a few morital relationsiips between the
Satbhagi qusti and recent migrants into the village, Hazi's
sigter's daughter was married to a Satbhagl man, Two girls

of Satbhagi gustl married two sons of Fakir, s middle farmer,
who has been staying in Natunpur for more than fifty years, but
has not yet formed a qusti. Another girl of this gusti married
a2 recent migrant who is staying there less than f£fifty years,
Most of the-marriages occurred within a 10 to 15 miles radius
of the village, Marriage links within the village extend the
gusti relationships with other families. Through these marriages
satbhagl girls are placed in a better econonmic position and at
the same time get more security as their relations are within
the same village., The boys from new migrants' families manage
thereby develop relationships with old established villagers.

It helps outsiders to become the accepted members of the village

community and also the village samaj.

Faruk, a Satbhagl school teacher is one of fcw local men
who has improved his economic condition considerably., He has
farming implements and bullodk-cart, He kept land nortgage
from a person from a nearby village., He managed to buy some
lands as well. He even bought a portion of land by the side
of the maln road. Ile told me that he would shift to the place
neaxr the road side. He feels that if he stays in his present
house in this environment, he will not be able to educate his

children properly. Because no body there bothers about education.
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He is becomlng more status conscious day by day. He has
connections with the murubbis of the village, but he has not
yet become a first category muruigbl or leader of the village,
But he is respected within their community because he is
educated and has connections with the officers and renowned
people of the village and aslso outside the village, Satbhagi-
para and Satbhagl qusti though are mainly known for thelr
agricultural labour supply, the households are tdo poor to
offer hospltality to any outsiderj they therefore, put most of
thelr emphasis on intra-gugti links, while working for otherx

households,

From the analysis of the situation in the three Natunpur
paras, i1t emerges that among kin groups economic relationships
are not that strong, That is to say that the rich kin group
nembers are not always bound to take thelr poor kins as agri-
cultural labourers, and at the same time poor kin are free to
take jobs from any person in and around the village., We do not
find any preference by the rich for employing poorer kin men, |
WJage labour is taking the place of the neej and also the exchange
systems, [I'rom Tables 13A,B,C, 1t is evident that more and more
people are engaged in cash earnings., Thus the economic bond
previously binding together kingroups are loosing in importance.
in the whole village, only one girl is married within their own
gusti, Even marriage within the kingroups is also rare.l Fost

1Note- though cousin marriage is permitted among Muslims,

it is rare in Natunpur, It seems villagers want to extend kin-
ship relatlon outside thelr kingroup and slso of the village.
According to them marriage within kingroup increases tensions
smong themselves, because people get into each others problems
nore easily which often lead to empleasantness,
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of the marriages are arranged between families living within
10 to 15 miles radius of Natunpur. Only in the context of
sociomreligious matters is kinship still importasnt, 1In nego-
tiating merriages, in arranglng s marrlage feast, in death
ceremonies of a villager, kin as well as other villagers toke
an active part, Kin participate fully in their relatives®

soclo-religious problems,

3,6 The Role of Samaj in Natunpur

In the analysis of the village soclial organisation, I have
already mentioned that Natunpur village consists of four sama},
12 gusti snd 40 individual households (Dlagram- 1), In the
beginning of thls chapter, I have discussed the para-wise distri-
bution of the gustl and individual households, All the three
saingi, are named after the prominent and influential man in the
samagj. The villagers use these names while expressing their
membership in the samaj. ©Only one gamaj 1s named after the nanme
of the para, i.e,, hatunpara samaj., Thls is the largest sa.aj
in the village, Of the 110 households 1n Natunpur four in
Watunpara and two gqusti consisting of five households as well
a5 flve other households in Beharipara do not belong to any
particular gsamaj in the village. Altogather 14 households do
not belong to any samaj in Natunpur., Of these 14 households,
nine are iiindus who balong %o two castes, They have thelr own
caste people in different villages, who they contact in cass of

any religious and other ceremonies, Three households are engaged
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in service, and are not considered as members of any samaj.

The other two are Muslim households, one who has been staying
there more than filfty years and 1s engaged in petty business
and has remained outside the samaj. The other one is a new
migrant, who does not consider himself as a member of any
para-based or other samaj. All the boys and girls in this
household are highly educated, they have their own way of life,
Of course, though they do not all belong to the larger village

samai.

In Natunpara there are two samaj, l.e., Natunpara samaj
and Akbar's samaj. In Natunpara samaj there are seven qusti
consisting of 45 households, as well as 19 individual households,
All these 64 households belong to Natunpara gamaj. Of the seven
usti, only one has been staylng there for less than 50 years,
Among the 19 individual households eight are old established
and the remaining 11 are new settlers, Among these 11 house-
holds only one is a middle farmer, five are small farmers and
five are landless, Among the eight individual old established
households, one is rich, three are middle and two small farmers
while two are landless, These small and landless old established
households were previously better off, but are now on a down-
ward economic trend, As stated earlier some of the new settlers
have developed affillation with o0ld established households, they
cennot be members of that gustl, but developed close fictive
kin-relationships, Thus they become members of the ggmai,
where there fictive kin live or of the residentisl area where

they live,
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Generally different gqustls and non-gusti individusl
households become members of the resldentlal area where they
live, It is found that in Natunpara ssmaj the households live
in the same area, Kalimuddin is the head of the gusti called
Kalimuddin's gustli., He 1is the old man in the community; he is
honest and is involved in different kinds of organisations in
the village., He is the first category murubbl and leader in
the samaj as well as in the village and also in the larger
samaj as well, Barek 1s a small farmer, his father was the
village head, therefore, since his father's death he is consi-
dered as paramanik or leader in the gamaj and also of the
village and the large samaj as well, He 1s also honest and has
good connections with the villagers and also with other officlals
at the thana and union levels, but he is not regarded as murubbi,
he considers Kalimuddin as his murubbi., Ismall is aslso regoxded
as murubbl and leader in the village, Khodabox the oldest man
of Satbhagl qustl and mullsh, the old man of mullsh qustl are
conslidered as murubbl in the Natunpara ggma}, yet they are
regarded only as second category leaders in the village samaj,
and are not considered as leaders in the larger sama]. Faruk,

a teacher of the Satbhagi qusti 1s also consldered a second
category leader in the Natunpara samaj. The important role the
somaj leaders play in Natunpsra gamaj is that during the Ramgdhan
month they collect the fetra money. Every year government
decldes the amount each has to psy as fetra. In Natunpara,
Muslim households pay the money to the committee of the samaj.

The gsmaj then decldes how to divide the money among the poor
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people of their samaj. Some of the money is paid to the Imam
(priest) of the mosque and also to other very poor people of
different villages, The committee decides whom to give how
much money and keeps an account of it. They also buy cloth

and distribute 1t to the poorest people of the village. At
the marriage of any girl in the gamaj the bridegroom has to
pay an amount of money to the committee of the gamaj. This
noney is used for the well-being of the poor people of the
samaj and also for the genersl well-being of the gamaj as such,
If there is any small disgputes among samaj members, then the
sona] lesders arbitrate the dispute., Often if the accused
party if fined, the money thus earned is kept with the gauaj
leaders, If the filne is for any misconduct then it is ;ot
used for the management and repsiring of the mosque, but is
given to the poor for helping with a daughter's marriage for
instance. Those people who do not pray regqularly are not regar-
ded as good Muslims, thelr fetra money is not accepted by samsj
leaders, They are often fined, It is a shame to a person if
his fetrs money is refused by the committee. Thelr decision
is respected by the samaj members, if the accused person do
not respect the decision of the village sama] then the villa-

gers boycott the accused person,

while I was in the village in the year 1978 Sattar in
Paramanik's qustl was ostracised (ek ghore kora) by the villagers,
in line with the decision of the Hatunpara samaj, Sattar, had

asked the ssmaj leaders to settle the dispute among brothers
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regarding the partition of their paternal property. Samaj

lecaders asked for a meeting, (bicar saval). But Sattar ignored

the decision of the samaj leaders, For this the leaders of

the samaj decided to ostraclse Sattar. Accordingly villagers
refused to work on his land or in his house, Sattar's family
could not come out of their house as it was surrounded by

their qusti households and other people of the village. Nobody
in the village allowed them to pass through their land or

road, They could not get drinking water as it was in their
next door neighbour's residence, Wwhen thils was the situation,
Sattar came to the samaj leaders and asked for the meeting
again and promised that he will abide by the decision given by
the committee. They had to pay a nominal fine to the committee
and the restrictions were removed., (seepp.140-43). Thus the samaj
decision was respected by Sattar. As stated earlier the village
leader and murubbi'’s son was convicted once for alchohelic
drinking and was fined heavily, He had to pay the fine and his
father asked him to live separately. But there are cascs of
violations to the ssmaj decisions, Abed Hazi was not satisfied
with the samaj verdict and started a new samaj (see p. 188 ),
Rich and influentials of the samaj often exploit the mass
through motivated actions gulded by their own interests e.g.,
the dispute between Babar and Rahimuddin (pp,160-62), and the
case of the settlement of a murder case through illegal grati-

fication to the police (see pp,190-91).
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liost of the households of Natunpara are old establisghed
and have agricultural backgrounds, Rich, middle and small
farmers and landless people are living closeby for a long time
and have long established socio-economic relations, even the
new comers soon developed close soclo~economic and religious
relationships smong themselves, Very recently the young people
complain that they do not like the samaj leaders because they
are not progressive, In response the old and established
samaj leaders say that the young generstion do not regpect
the society's norms and values, they drink and gamble and do
not want to work for the family., They declsre that sfter their
death there will be a problem to find suitable sama] leaders
in the village,

Axbar's samaj 1s also in Natunpara. Eight households of
Akbar's gqusti snd one of thelr kin, a new settler are member of
Akbar's samaj. This sanaj cut across the village boundary,
i.e., some of Akbar's relstlons from the neighbouring village
are members of his samaj. They give the fetra money to their
poor relations directly, In arranging a marriage all resident
kin are consulted, In all matters concerning the Natunpara
samaj, Akbar is considered as murubbi and & powerful and res-
pected leaders, Barek and Kalimuddin, the first category
leaders of the Natunpara samaj attach much importance to his
views, He participates actively in all aspects of the Natunpara
samaj. Akbar 1s a first category leader in Natunpara sanaj,
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in the village ssmaj and also in the greater samaj. Akbar's
qusti 1s widely respected in the village. They are ecucated,
l.e., majority of them are educated. Even the girls are slso
being educated, The girls observe purdah, They do not move
arcund the village in deay time, If they have to pay a social
call to any house, they visit it st night time, They always do
with an escort; do not quarrel loudly and only work within their
household compound, None of the Akbar's gustl members ever
asked the samaj to settle any dispute regarding their own

family problems,

The para-based samaj is mainly concerned with the different
aspects of personal relatlionships (see pp.185-87).On 15th of
June 1978 there was a meeting in Natunpara, Natunpara samaj
leaders and Akbar also attended the meeting, The other Natunpasra
vlillagers also attended the meeting, It was held at night in
the ygranda of Boyen Mullah, Generally Natunpara samaj problems
are talked out in such a meeting, It is generally held on the
liullah's varanda., There i1s no house in Natunpara where there 1s
o ploce for all villagers to sit together., Most of the houses
are close to each other and there is a boundary fencing, there
is no banglaghar i.e.,, baithak-khana or drawing or visitor's
room in any of the Natunpara houses. In this context Jashangir
states that in village society for s man to get izzat (honour)
he has to try to fulfll the following four factors, i.c., "(1)
whether he can provide his family with food (khawa-pora),

(2) whether he can maintain the privacy of women (purdah),
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(3) whether he has a separate room to entertaln guests (kacheri-
ghar), (4) whether his womenfolk bathe in others ponds or not"
(1979:86). According to Jahangir sll these factors sre lmpor-
tant in determining ones and also ones family's status. In
Netunpur I do not find even the richest man having separate
cntertsinment rooms kacharibsri or baithak khana., That is why

villagers sit in the Mullah's varanda for any kind of discussion,

There is an agricultural club in the middle of the villoge.
There are chairs and tables snd space for holding meetings. Only
formal or official meetings are held in the club room, Otheruise
all village samaj or larger samaj meetings or salish take place
in the village in Mullsh's varanda, Paramanik's varanda and in
places like that, The meetings are held at night, because this
is the free time for all, The agends of the samaj meeting of
June 1978 was the following: measures should be taken so that
the crops in the field should not be spolled by goats, cows
cte. lost of the Natunpara and Satbhagipara residents attended
the meeting, Because they all live in the same adjacent area
and thelr problems are the same, The following resolutlions

were taken in the meeting:

1) rrom tomorrow, those who have goats cannot tske them to
the flelds where there are crops. If a goat does any harm
to crops then the owner has to pay taka ten per goat to
the heads of the gamaj and has to take a3 receipt for
paying the fine from the person to whom he pald it,



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

186

2) in case of a cow, the fine will be taka 20 per cow.
After submitting the fine to the samaj leader, one has
to take a receipt from him,

3) If any one cut the crops from any other's field for
fodder, then one will have to pay a fine of Taka 10
(minimum) to the head and get a receipt (amount of
taka as fine is determined on the report of the enquiry
committee),

4) In case of buffalow, the fine will be Taka 20 per
buffalow. The same process regarding the fine is
applicable here.

5) An enquiry committee is formed with five people from
Natunpara samaj Le., Kalimuddin, Barek, Ismail, Ansar and
Badar and with Akbar. All are from old established
households, Among them Akbar, Kalimuddin, and Barek are
first category leaders in Natunpara, among the other three
one is from Satbhagl gusti and another two are a second
category leaders,

If the convicted person do not follow the leader's decision,
then the plaintiff can easily go to the Union Council or the
court for judgement, All the members present in the meeting
agreed to this consent, Twenty-eight persons present at the
meeting, among them 23 signed and the other five put their thumb

inpression on the resolution of the meeting,

The above resolution showed what important role gamaj
plays in the well-being and control of the society, Other

exomples of samaj decisions show similar features.
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Cffence Fine
Stealing of a goat Tke 100
Stealing of paddy from the
house by the son Tke 100
Stealing of bananas from the tree Tke 25
Cambling in the sugarcane field ™, 100
Stealing lentils from a house Tk, 100
Quarrel between wlves of neighbours Tk. 50
for gave Tk, 20
- Buying things from a thlef Tks 50
Stealing date juice from nelghbours Ostracized for two

days, then on request
to the sgama] leaders
to perdon to be fined
Tk. Se

A woman stole her neighbour's

ornaments The samaj decided that
her husband should
beat her with shoes
twenty five timese*

A man entered hls neighbour's The culprit first fled
room where the man's wife was then afterwards surrene
sleeping, and assulted her dered and was fined

Taka 200 and got
beated fifty times,

{*Beating by shoes is regarded as very humillating
anéd disgraceful),
ioney thus obtained by the gamaj is used for helping the poor,
if a house is burnt down then the victims are helped from the
samaj fund, They do not use this money for the maintenance of

the mosque,
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In Beharipara there are two samal:s Abed Hazi's and
Karim*s, In Hazi's gamsj, there are eight individual non-gqustl.
households, Previously they were with the Natunpara samaj.
Then Hazi was charged for misconduct, and he was fined, Ie
was greatly offended and decided to form a new samaj. He did
not pay the fine to the samaj leaders, instead he used the
money to cement the surroundings of the big pond, gJomaj leaders
agree to this, He is the richest man in the village, which no
doubt helped him to get his proposal accepted, OCnce the place
was cemented the area will be usged by all the villagers, Thus
the dispute was settled and Hazl formed a new gamaj., He also
built a new mosque on the south-western side of the pond, Eight
houscholds including lazi's house form his samaj. All the
other seven houscholds live in the nelghbourhood of Abed liazi,
All of them are related, Half of Hazl's gamaj households have
been living there for more than fifty years, Among this group
of eight, only Hazi is rich and two are small farmers. The rest
are all living there less than fifty years, It 1s interesting
to note, all these seven houscholds got direct help from Abed
Hazd when they first settled in Natunpur, They llved on Hazi's
land first, But none of them got any economic help from Hazi,
they do not get any land for sharecropping from him or things
like that, None of them 1s wholly dependent on agricul ture,
they are engsged in petty business, peddling etc., they do not
even have an agricultursl tradition, In Hazi's gsmaj the
affiliation of the members to it is not that strong, This samaj
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members suspect that Abed Hazi is not really sincere, They

told me openly that he only looks after his own interest, and
makes friends only with the rich. lione of his economic clients
are from his own gamaj. The case referred to before (pp 160-62)
shows how Abed Hazi 1s avolding to help his kin and gamaj
members, They collect the fetra money and distribute it among
thelr poor relatives, Hazl's gamaj does not play an important
part in Natunpur. Yet Abed Hazi is extremely powerful in the
village and also in the larger soclety. Abed Hazl's strateqgy

is to gain weslth and power and respect in the village and

around, He seeks out relationships that will promote his alms,

Things are different in Karim's gamaj. Two qustis and
three individual non-gusti households of Natunpur belong to this
samaj. Some of thelr poor kin living in adjacent villages are
also members of Karim's gusti, The villagers belonging to this
samaj are not all related, In Ksrim's gusti there are nine
households and in Rahim's there are three houscholds, The three
individual households are not related., Actually they settled
there initially with Karim's qusti's help., Even now they get
help and support from them all the time., All the people in
this samaj have purely agricultural background, There exists
both an economic and a soclo-religious relationshlp among them,
shen Idris's house caught fire, Karim's sgmaj members gave
maximum help, Of course, at that time all the villagers also

helped but Karim's gamaj took the initiative, Even thelr kin
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from neighbouring villages come and work for them, They also

collect their fetra and distribute the money among the poor,

The vlllage gamaj on the other hand, is not concerned with
Collecting fetrs money, They are concerned with the social
control in the village, Leaders from all the four 8amaj and
other influential persons sit together and decide disputes.
lioney collected as fine from accused person is kept in common
fund, generslly in the Agricultural Club of Natunpur, They also
Judge criminal offences., A young boy of Akbar's qusti, the son
of All, a middle farmer was found dead near a pond in the village,
lle had disputes with his uncles family and thelr sons, So the
villagers thought that they murdered him, But his qusti people
did not want to go ahead with investigation and did not take the
csse in the thana authorities, The Union Council Chairman came
and slso told them to bury the deadbody, otherwise if they took
the case to the thena, the dead body will be cut into pleces for
investigation, 1In any case Ali will not get back his son, So
what was the utility of going to the thana, they buried the dead
body, His other kin did not like that the matter o be further
discussed in the village, The village is generally considered ss
an area having less of crime and for that the Union Council
Chairman 1is credited, because he is able to conktrol the villages
effectively, In the year 1980, the Chalrman was praised publicly
at Natlonal level as one of the best Chairman in Bangladesh and
wags awarded a gold medal, Any way a few days after the body was
found, somchow the matter came to the notice of the thana

authorities, They came to the village and wanted to investigate
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the matter to which the sama] end village leaders objected,
All, the father of the dead boy told the police that he does
not suspect any body nor does he have a complaint agsinst
anybody; he does not llke to have the issue arised in the court,
Akanda, the father of All came from his village to help find a
solution to the problem. Then Akanda and his three sons,
together gave money to the police for not proceeding with the
case, Thus this criminal case was dismissed in the village.
The pressure from gusti and samaj played an important part in
the settlement, This case also shows that social status cone
cerns outwelgh the need to punish killers, Village leaders
were of course, also important in the way the case was handled;
they supported the attempts to settle this matter out of court,
otherwise 1t would have been difficult to settle it the way

it was done, Thus the rich and influentials of the samaj

settle things in favour of them,

The larger village samaj consists of the leaders of the
villages situated in the same area, There is no hard and fast
rule as to who could be the member of this gamaj. The dispute
discussed before regarding the partition of property in
Paramanlk's gustl shows how it works and the role of the larger
sanaj. A case of arrears in payments should further help to
illustrate how the larger samaj operates., ©On March 1980,
Kohinoor Mullah of Banpara village (within five miles radius
of Natunpur) complained to the leaders of Hatunpur to arrange

a bichar sava and help him to collect the money due to him from



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

192

Abul lMiash of Natunpur, In what follows I reproduce the appli-
cation for bichar sava and the resolution tsken by the village

leaders,

Application for 3ichaxr Sava

Respected leaders of Natunpur village

sir,

Plaintiff Defendent
Kohinocor lMullah 1) Abul #iah
Banpara, Rajshahi S/o. ¥haeruddin

2) Khaeruddin
s/o Late Elahlibox
Natunpur, Rajshahl
With due respect I would like to state that I am a
resident of Banpara request you to realise Taka 2,503,00 from
Abul liah and Khaeruddin of Natunpur village, They have owed

me this money for more than two years, Every time I ask for

the money they give me dates but could never keep thelr words,

In the aforesald circumstances, I request you to kindly

make an arrangements so that I can get back my money.

Yours faithfully,

{ Xohinoor ¥ullah )
vill, Banpara
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Resolution taken in the 3ichar Sava on 21 March 1980

Plaintlff Defendant
Kohinoor Mullash 1) Abul Hussain
S/c. FMd, Salamuddin $/o0 Khaeruddin

danpara, Rajshahl
2) Khaeruddin

S/o Late Elahlibox
Natunpur, Rajshahi
we, the undersigned sre the defendants, the complaint is

true, As our economic condition is very bad now, we asked the
plaintiff to forgo the claim of Taka 1,503/-, Iie agreed, we
are grateful to him, - Now we appear to the 3ichar Sava that we
will pay—off the rest 1,000/~ in instaslment, i,e., 84/- taka
a month of which 42/~ tska in two beeks. If we do not pay
off the money every fortnightly, the plalntlff is free to take

any action and he can go to court as well, The defendants are,

1) Abdul Hussain (Signature)

2) Khaeruddin (Thumb Impression)

witness are:

1) wazed, 2) Maejuddin, 3) Azizul Haque, 4) Akbar,
5) Kslimuddin, 6) Barek, 7) Karim, Among these seven
witnesses first three are from different villages and the

last four from Natunpur village.
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This is how the different types of samaj play their role
in controlling the behaviour of its members, There are house-
holds in the village who are not members of any of the para-
based samal in Watunpur, But no doubt they are members of
the village samaj,.

In this chapter I have discussed in detall of Natunpur's
social organisation and how the criss-crossing links of gusti,
samaj, para and village membership all help to ensure the
perpetuation of socially acceptable behaviour, The cases pre-
sented here indicate that landless households, as well as those
who pursue petty trading as a secondary source of income
depend less on kinship_ tiles in theig econonic activitles than
do those households who are full time agriculturists, Petty
traders have to have more links with people outside their
narrow soclal confines and are, therefore, more village-
extroverted than are thelr farming counterparts who remain
village-introverted (see Epstein, 1972:48), The extension and
strengthening of economic links reaching outside Natunpur is
likely to trigger off changes in the village soclety, The
group of young men who do contract work in the reglon and who
object to the conservatism of thelr elders represent an example
of things to come, For the time being, however, the gusti
as a kinship centred soclal grouping is likely to provide the
model for soclal relationships asmong Natunpur villagers. The

strength of a qustl depends on its size and the economic status
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of its members, which indlcates a paradox in village develop-
ment, For a gustl to grow in numbers its member households
need to have many sons, while on the other hand, many siblings
bring about the continuous sub-division of land and the con-
sequent deterioratlion in economic status, Therefore, the
qusti as a socisl institution is under present conditions
saddled with an inherent conflict, and the gamaj as a means
of soclal control is thus likely to loose its importance due
to the change in socio-economic condition, Yet, kinship will
maintsin its centrasl position in village life, particularly
in the context of women's roles and status. The next chapter
focusses on the women of Natunpur and how they fit into this

male-dominated soclal structure,
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CHAPTER 4

RCLE AND STATUS OF WOMEN IN NATUNPUR

4,1 vomen as ngbol of lipusehold Honour

The soclal values regarding the status of women within and
outslde the femily are more or less uniform smong most of the
categories of people all over the sub-continent. It 1s generally
held that a woman has to be protected by male members of her
famlly at every stage of her 1life: during her childhood, she has
to be looked after by her father, after marriage, by her husband
and in her old age by her son, The family, which can protect
and maintain its female members with honour, is still seen as
an ldeal family. Women themselves also have to comply with this
tradition, "... the central virtues for women involved patience,
humility and self-sacrifice, Muslim and Hindu culture also
shared a preoccupation with the chastity of women because the
reputation of the entire family depended on the purity of its
women, " (Altekar, 1962:167-172 also quoted in Gelle &%Smock, p. 83).
Yalman in his study of the Jomen of Ceylon and Malabar also found
the same type of value system prevailing there regarding the
position of women, The protection of female purity is the fun-
damental concept in these societies, Sinhalese always used to
say, "it does not matter where a man goes; he may sleep with
anyone, but the women must be protected, Men, in other words,
can have sexual commerce with women high or low, but women's

pleasures are curtailed." (¥alman 1963;41),
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The dual morallity is even more extreme in Bangladesh, "Men
may have extra-marital sex; prostitution is condemned but tole-
rated. A girl‘having premarital sex is highly condemned, Her
parents are also condemned and often boycotted, If one party 1ls
coerced into pre or extra-maritsl sex, every body tries to keep
it o secret.™ (Nath, 1981:20), During the 1971 war of libe=-
ration in Bangladesh, "Women who were in army camps were not
acceptable because the fact of their violation was known by the
samaj, but in many ceses women whose violatlons were not
publicised were accepted back by their husbands after performing
secret sbortions, If a woman is raped and it can be kept secret
from her social circle, she is scceptable, The family 1s more
concerned with a loss of face than with their daughter's physical
and mental health," (Jahan, 1974:29).

Thus, the position of a woman in her family 1s extremely
vulnerable, women have to be womanly: theilr socialisatlon
differs from boys., They are taught to be good sisters, obedient
wives, loving mothers and to be always polite and gentle in their
nature, They are taught to sacrifice their personal happiness
for the well-being of other members of the family. Throughout
her life time, a woman is expected to look after the well-being
of the mole members of her family. At the same time she has to
1ive in seclusion, She must not come in front of any man who is
not closely related, There exists an avoidance relationship among
different members of the family. 1In both iindu and Muslim comnu=—

nities women have to observe purdash, FPurdah exists in different
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forms and also in different styles, 1lt's strictness often
differs in deqree among different people in the same community.
Even in the same family, the observances of purdsh differ among

various femaole members,

Purdah has two aspects, physicsl and behavioural, As
regards the physical aspect a women has to cover herself up
adequately before others, Jorkha is a type of loose garment
which covers her body from head to feet, With some of the
borkﬂag, the portion which covers the foce is a separate piece
of cloth, which can be tugged into the rest; as a result, the
face of the individual concerned can be seen by others, The
face 1s uncovered, This is a moderate type of borkha. 3ut there
are other borkhas which cover the whole body and the face, with.
only two holes, where two small pleces of nets are attached,
through which the individual wearing it can see the outside world.
ixcept these two types there are some called half borkha, which
cover only half of the body from top to waist. This type now
is more in common in Bangladesh, No woman wears a borkha within
the compound of her house, Those who observe strict purdah, use
the borkha when they go out of their house to see neighbours,
relatives or while travelling, But after reaching her destination
the woman takes off her borkha, The borkha is used only by Muslim
women, But both Hindu and Muslim women use ghomta to cover thelir
heads with the anchal (end of the saree)., The new bride covers
almost all of her face with the ghomta. The degree of covering

head and face depends on the age and status of the women concerned,
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As they attain status in the family the degree of coveting the
head and face diminishes, Ghomta is not always used In the
context of purdah rather it is used to show respect and honour
to others; also it is considered a symbol of modesty, Young
Fuslim girls also cover their heads wlith the end of their grna.
Orna is a piece of cloth, which is about one yard wide and two
to two and half yards long, In Bangladesh specisally unmarried
young girls wear salwar, kamij and prna., Salwar 1s a loose
trouser and kamij is a kind of frock to wear over it, 1In
Bangladesh, specially in villages, married girls never use this
type of dress, Even the marriageable glrls do not wear it,
liarrigeable girls wear garees. A saree is considered a modest

dress for Bengall girls both in villsges and towns,

Previously unmarried Bengall Hindu girls were not used to
wearing salwar, kamij and orna; it was considered a Muslim dress,
then a child, a Hindu girl usually puts on pant and frock and
when grown up, she wears saree, But in recent times in Bangladesh
unmarried Hindu girls also wear salwar, kamij and orna like thelr
Muslim counterparts, but they do not cover their heads before
their marriage, Only married girls use the ghomta but this also
varies according to the status within her family. Married Hindu
glrls do not use the ghomts in their natal home, Only in front
of affines and male strangers do Hindu married women use the
ghomta, By contrast Muslim grown up girls in the village, whether
they are married or not, have to cover their heads with elther

the end of their saree or theilr orna, whether they are in their
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natal home or not. Even when they go to the river or pond for
bathing their heads remain covered, They are trained from thelr
childhood in such a manner that while doing all sorts of jobs,
their ghomta remains in tact, It is not a problem for them,

They rather feel uneasy if their head cover drops off. lHost of
the poof women are not in a position to buy blouses, even many
middle and rich grihastalhousehold women do not use blouses while
they are in their own compound doing domestic Jobs, They wear
only s soree but they cover their heads with the end of their
sarees, women also use ghomta in front of other women with whom

they have s relationship of avoidance,

purdah not only separates the female from the male world,
but more important, it represents a prescriptive system of
behaviour for women, In short, it is a system of keeping women
in seclusion, giving them a separate identity; at the same time
for the women concerned it is a show of dignity and also of
respect and submissiveness to others., It restricts thelr mobl-

1ity in and outside their home and famlly.

As stated earlier a woman's behaviour is influenced by the
soclo~economic status of her family, Often the soclal and reli-
gious status of the household determines woman's mobility and
how she will behave within and outside her home, Natunpur's
poor and middle stratum households can afford only that their
women folk observe the behavioural aspects of purdah, Various

kinds of adjustments and adaptations have taken place in the

Cultivator gentleman,
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context of purdah in Natunpur, Women are, however, still
consclous that their behaviour affects the status snd honour of
their households., The village judgement of woman's behaviour

is influenced by the household status, In addition, some per-
sonal qualification often allows more mobillity to the persen
concerned; as for example, educated women who are engaged in
income earning activities enjoy more mobility than the uneducated
housewives who are engaged only in household work. In general,
however, purdah for women is still considered a matter of great

notional Importance,

We have already noted that the village consists of three
pgras. In the previous chapter it was discussed, how & household
is related with nearby homesteads, gusti, para and gamaj, and
how the household develops its relationships within the village
and outside it, Now, in this section we shall analyse the

behaviour pattern of women of the three paras separately,

4,1.1 WwWomen in Natunpara

The women of Natunpara live within the village and are
mostly confined to their own para, The households of the para
are adjacent to each other, While doing thelir housework or
bathing or bringing drinking water from tubewells neighbouring
women meet, Poor women often visit their neighbours passing on
all kinds of news and gossip, Even those women who do not go

out of theilr house, came to know this way about what was happening
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in the village and around, Thus it is not true that village
women who are secluded, do not know much about thelr surroun-
dings, During my stay in the village I noticed that news and
rumour spresd very fast among women, They passed on from mouth
to mouth, There is a sharp difference in the way of life of

men ond women in Natunpur, Women live indoors and men outdoors.
This can explain why male fleld workers fall to mentlon much
about women in their villsge, Women have thelr own circle of
friends in whom they confide., They develop different kinds of
joking relationships with different women and men in thelr
village, These are the avenues for release of tensions, which
help women to survive under difflcult conditions. During festive
occasions, like religlous or social festlvals women participate
in different ways. They take an active part in merrymaking,

They even visit in groups different shrines; specially Hindu
women visit different village fairs within Natunpur snd also
outside, They visit these falrs elther in groups or accompanied
by kin, Very few Huslim girls, however, visit these falrs.
Though women, and specially Muslim girls, have to observe purdgh,
there are still some avenues through which they can find release
for their tension., Thus every woman seems to have her own world
to live inj she becomes accustomed to the type of life she has
to live; and acccumodates to the situatlons according to her age,

status and socio-economic condition,

As stated earlier among the eight gusti households in

Natunpara, only two have been for less than flfty years., All
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have agricultursl background, They live in the same para and
in the same locality, adjocent to each other's house, They do
not differ much in thelr hereditary status, i.e., (bangsha-—
marjsdal. In the same gusti, there are people of different
economic categories, But they have a common bond in the fact
that they belong to the same blood group which cannot be denied.
Jomen of the same para and living in the same gusti sit together
and help each other whenever the situation arises, Generally
poor women visit the richer, who are expected to be busy with
supervising housework, I have already mentioned in previous
chapters how inter gqusti and intra-gusti members live and behave
together, iHere we are dealing mainly with women, women of the
same qusti, living in the same para try to keep up the honour
and prestige of their own ggé;;. The standards are set by the
influential families of the group, Middle aged and old women
of different gusti households in the para visit neighbours while
doing different housechold work, They move alone, often their
grande-children accompany them, But the new bride and young wives
do not go out alone even within theilr pars or to their neighbours.
If they have to visit other houses they go accompanied by elderly
women or children or male nembers of the households, vomen of
high socio-economic group often call in lower status women at
thelr residence, while their male members are not around, Thus
they maintain contact with each other,

In Natunpara all the women keep up more or less good rela-

tions among themselves, Only rarely do they visit other paras.
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Only Gopal's wife and other girls and women of Haradhan's gqusti
visit households of Paramanik's qusti, specially Barek's house,
because Barek and Gopal are bandhu 1i.e.,, friends. They call
each other bandhu, This is an institutionalised relationship,
As both the familles are attached to each other, Gopal's wife,
his mother and sister visit Barek's house quite often, For any
kind of social occasions, they visit each others homes, but not
so much on religious occasions, GOpél's and his mother's land
is cultivated by Barek; the crops are processed in Barek's
house, Gopal's mother and his wife go there to supervise these
jobs, Thus during the time of crop processing, they visit them
more freguently, The women of Gopal's house freely meet the
people of Paramsnik's house without any hesitation, Only married
women use the ghomta., Unmarried girls move freely among them,
But Barek's wife comes to Gopal's house only on some social
occasions, e.d., marriage festivals, funerals etc, but always
only at night, At that time also she is accompanied by men,
children or elderly neighbouring women, Since she is a Muslim
woman, her movement is more restricted. It is readily accepted
in the village that the female members at Gopsal's visit more
frequently the Bareks than the female members of the Barck
household do to the Gopals; nobody is offended by this imbalance.

Among the qusti households in Natunpara, I saw a wldow of
the Paramanik (late Azu Paramanik) wearing borkha while vislting
others in different villages., Nobody else among the households

discussed so far in Natunpara uses a borkha., Usually women
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visit thelr relations in the nearby villages in the evening with
a male escort, Sometimes they use a chadar (swal), a piece of
cloth to cover the body over their saree. Even the unmarriled

young Muslim girls use a ghomta both in and outside the village,

The people of Akbar's qustl are of high socio~economic
status, As stated earlier, among the eight households in this
qustl, six are middle category and two are small category house-
holds; most of them are educated, and at the same time are known
as strict followers of Islam, Women of this gusti do not inter-
act much with other villagers, They work in their own compound,
They bathe in a pond adjacent to their house, bring drinking
water from their own tubewell, None of their gqustl people are
that poor that the women have to work for other houses, Rahimu-
ddin, head of a poor landless household is related to Akbar's
qustl and settled close to the latter's residence from a nearby
village. Women and men of Rahimuddin's household work in Akbar's
household, whenever they are asked to do se, Some Satbhagi
households are also located in the adjoining area, Women of
those landless houscholds also work in the houses belonging to
Akbar's qusti, wWomen of Akbar's gustl meet other women who pass
by or come to their houses, They visit their natal homes once
or twice a year, None of them goes out shopping, They observe
stricter purdah compared to other women belonging to other gustls
in Natunpara, Though they do not use the borkha, they cover thef;
head and body and asre very particular in not showlng themselves

in front of male members other than their close relatlons, i.2.
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specislly consanguinious kins.

All the individusl housecholds of Natunpara follow more or
less the same type of behaviour, Of the four individual house-
holds who do not belong to any specific samaj in the village,

he three Hindu houscholds are landless; one 1s the father
(Ramen) snd two are the houscholds of his daughters, One of

them 1s a small trader, another a carpenter and the third one,

a worker in a flour mill, They keep good kinship relsticns with
Haoradhan's fomily and neighbourly relations with Ramesh's family,
As liindus they share 3 group identity; but they do not form o
samaj like those of the Nuslims, lindu girls sre more woblle

and free to move in and outside the villsge, Cven then they have

to maintain a certain standard,

Girls anjoy much more freedom of movement in their natal
village than 1f they settle elscwhere, Ramen's two daughters
are staying next door to their parents with their husbands even
after their marriage, The girls move in and out of the village
without asny restriction, One of his daughters, Daba is a poor
wonan, She even went to a nelghbouring village asking for help
for her daughter's marriage preparations, She brings drinking
water from other's house., Soma the younger dsughter, quite
often comés and stays with her mother, as she often quarrels with
her husband, This kind of behaviour is not approved in the
village, nor is she boycotted. She stayed with her mother for

about one year, leaving her husband and children the next door,
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The children and the father cooked thelr own food and stayed

in thelr house, The neighbours tried to intervene but falled,
Villsgers blame Soma's mother for inciting her against her
husband, PMuslim neighbours used to say that if she were a
Yuslim girl, her husband would not have shown such tolerance,

he might have married agailn and deserted the first wife.- Soma's
husband 1s a simple man, 1living in his in-law's place; and not
being well off economically he is not in a strong position to
exercise his authority, Soma's only brother works in Dhaka,

He did not like the way she treated her husband, He came home
and brought sbout a reconciliation between Soma and her husband,

Now the family is living happlly.

Malini, the wife of the brother, has to live a restricted
life, She is a pretty young girl, married eight years ago and
has not yet given birth to a child, This is regsrded as disqua-
iification for a married girl, She is largely confined within
the four walls of the house, Her hushband comes home whenever he
can avall of leave or during vacation, Malini's mother-inelaw
brings drinking water, picks leafy vegetables outslde the house.
Malini cooks the food inside, She meets only close male kin and
her husband's close friends; and that also only when her mother-
in-law is present or close by, Her mother-in~law talks with her
husband®’s and alsc her son's friends in the house with her gnomta
on, Malini is not allowed to visit neighbours alone, On sonme
religlous and social occasions if she is to go somewhere, gene-

rally her mother-inelaw accompanies her, There also she plays
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a secondary role, But whenever Malini goes any where with her
mother-in-law, she wears nice sarees, ornaments, cosmetics and
carrles a vanity bag the way educated city girls do., She also
wears her saree like a city girl, All her clothes and the way
she wears them indicate that she comes of a respectable family.
Her mother-in=law is very keen on this, She herself llkes
Falinl to wear nice clothes while she goes out with her, She
regards Malinl as an ornament, whose existence enhances the
status of her son as well as her family, Malini also wear;

a8 wrist watch when she goes out, She does so not so much to
observe time but as a plece of jewellary, This is more an indi-
cative of a higher status., Recently I have noticed that welleto-
do glrls and wives wear wrist watches when they go out even

within the limits of Natunpur,

The way one dresses is very much an expression of soclo-
economic status. Women of different houscholds often borrow
their friends' and kins' dresses, ornaments etc, when on social
outings or even when they go to the cinema or go out shopping,.
Generally the middle status people and people with lower soclo-
economic status trying to show off their high position, borrow
things from others and dress like city girls, These women do
not use the borkha but use the ghomta,speclally as long as they
are in town, Poor people also borrow sarees from their friends,

when going to other villages on social occaslons,

One individual housechold of less than fifty years standing

does not beleong to any qusti in Natunpur nor does it belong to
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any sanaje Members of this household have fictive kin relation-
ships with those of Ismail's household only., They do not parti-
cipate actively in any village matter, Chlldren of the household
irrespective of whether they are male or female are getting
education, women also work outside the village, They trasvel
reqularly by bus and rickshaw to their working place, Girls
even go out shopping to Rajshahi town, In this household, the
widowed mother, an elderly member of the household comes of a
respectable family. She never visits snybody in the village, If
she has to go to Dhaka, Rajshahi or any other part of Bangladesh,
she wears the full borkha, and takes a8 male escort with her,

In her case not moving around and wearing a borkha are considered
as & mark of respectability. If any village woman wants to meet
her, she comes to her residence, In her household, dsughters
recelved higher education, ‘JTwo have completed university edu-
cation and are now gainfully employed, These girls do not wear
borkhg, nor do they put up the ghomta, They are modest in their
behaviour; but if required, they talk with men in and outside
the village, They visit friends in the village also; sonetimes
alone and sometimes the two together or escorted by a small boy
working in the house, They do not go out shopping within the
village, That job is done by thelr brother or by the smell boy
working in the household., They wear modern clothes, wrist
watches etc. but fewer gold ornsments, They are modern in their
outlook and behaviour in contrast with most other girls of the
village, Only Ramala, the Hindu girl and her brother's daughter

in the village behave likewise, If any villager, specially s
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woman, has to consult a doctor in Rajshahi or wants to go out
shopping, it is more often than not, Ramala, who accompanies
her, Ramala's family, though Hindu, is old established in the
village, Villagers feel more at home with them, They share the
same values and experiences, DNatunpur girls are sent to the
school where Ramala teaches, Villagers sllow thelr daughters to
study in a school outside the village because they go there in

8 group together with Ramala,

4.1,2 women in Deharipara

In Beharipara there are old settlers as well as new migrants,

0ld settlers are found to be more attached to tradition, Table 4
shows, only six per cent of the households are old settlers.

None of them belong to any khandsn fawily. Even then the women
of two samaj leader's housecholds have to maintein purdsh in its
physical and also behavioural aspects, To observe purdah is
consldered to judicate ;;e keen following of Islam, The sanaj
leader®s households have to be ritually observant, To keep the

honour and prestige of the household, women have to behave

accordingly.

One of the samaj leaders belongs to a second generation
household, It has not yet been able to form a gusti, but has
improved its economic condition and formed a samaj in Natunpur,
The behaviour of the womenfolk of samaj leaders as well as other

influential people of the samaj 1s considered a model for others
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in the village community, For instance, Hazi's father was a
poor migrant from what is now India, Hazl's mother never wears
8 borkhas they could not afferd it, She used to work hard with
her husband to maintaln thelr family., She could be seen by
neighbours though she had to behave modestly, Gradually Abed
Hazl became the richest man of the region, He has a pond in

the inner compound of hls house, His wife and other female
members of his house and the women of their samaj who live
around thelr house bathe and do thelr washing in Hazl?s inner
pond, Children of the household bathe both in the inner and
also in the outer compound pond, The outer compound pond is
situated on the other side of the main road connecting Rajshahil
with Dhaka, This 1s the biggest pond in the village, by the
side of which the mosque of Hazi shsheb is situvated, The water
of the inner compound pond is not very clean, There is a tube-
well in the background of Hazi's house, so the women do not have
to leave their compound to fetch water, By contrast most other
women in Natunpur have to go out of thelr compounds to fetch
water for cooking, drinking and for also their domestic animals,
1£f they have any. In Hazi's house there is a latrine within the
inner compound, iis wife takes part in the processing of paddy
and other crops within the inner part of the household, From
the situation discussed above it is evident that a wom@n in a
family like Hazi's can easily live without meeting any outslder,
All the necessities of their lives and their work are met within

the four walls of their compound,
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It is interesting to note the differences in the behaviour
of the various female members of the household referred to above,
One deserted and one widowed sister of Hazi Saheb live with his
family, They are more than flfty years of age. They use a
short ghomta, move around the village even unaccompanied, look
after goats and cows and do all kinds of jobs as part of crop
processing for which they have to meet others outside their
compound, Moreover, these two women also take care of different
kinds of fruit trees like, palm, mango, jackfruit, date, coconut
etc, owned by the Hazl. They move freely within the village
and visit others in the nelghbouring villages, They even accon-
pany the married daughters of the household to the girl's in-
law's residence. when they do this, they take some seasonal
fruits and cakes; they enquire after the well=being of the
members of the in-lsw's family and reciprocate good wishes. In

this way the relationship of the two families improve and the

girl gains Status and comfort in her husband's home.

Hazi's widowed sister wears plain white sarec all the time.
For a widow to wear white saree both in Muslim and Hindu commu-
nities is considered proper, Haji's sisters are religlous; they

pray and fast, This ils essential for acquiring soclal prestige.

Abed Hazi lives with his fourth wife. Though among Huslims
one man can have four wives at a time, polygamy is not practi sed
in Natunpur, If a man marries more than once or divorces his

wife, this may be tolerated yet it is not praised in the society.
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Sut if his wlfe dies, 1t is considered as normal that a man
should marry again, only in case of a very old man this normn
does not apply. Abed Hazl deserted one wife, two others died,
and then he married again, As he has deserted his wife without
any reasonable ground, he i1s treated with disdain, His fourth
wife comes from a middle category household, Since she arrived
in her husband's house, she has to look after his children by
his previous wives, It is very difficult for a step mother to
be able to gain prestige and honour in the soclety, because
everyvody is keen to find fault with her behaviour., Abed fHazi's
piesent wife is a clever, asctive and hardworking sincere woman,
She even seems keen to maintain good relations with the affines
of her step daughters, she makes arrangements to send all kinds
of seaconal fruits to them, She loves and glves presents to her
grand children and also to her step daughter's husbands, To the
neighbours also, she is kind, She observes purdsh by supervising

the household work within the four walls of their housa. oCnce

when a villsge quack doctor came to treat their cow, she was
asked to tell the problems of the cow from inside the room so
that he could hear what was wrong, Her husband and other male
members of the household do not know much avout their livestocks,
They are cared for and looked after by direct and indirect

supervision of the female members of the household,

After the liberation of Bangladesh, Hazissheb was jalled
for a year, because during the period of liberation war he parti-

cipated in killing some of the freedom fighters, Iils sons were
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small at that time. He had an oll pressing mill and s flour
mill in the nearby market place which 1s gbout two miles off
from Natunpur, His wife used to go to the mills wearing a
borkha and collect money from the workers, She managed the
business and looked after farming as well, Her son-in~law
helped her in business and farm management, None of the villa~
gers objected to her working in her husband's absence, When in
1572 the Government forgave all collaborators, Hazlsaheb came
out of jsil and resumed his normal life. Since then his wife
never went to the mills again, She fell back to her traditional
role of a housewlife, Whenever she now visits her parents-in-law
or other relations or any other people within the village or
outside, she wears a borkha and 1s accompanied by male members
of her family, On one occasion I noticed that the wife of Hazl
Saheb visited a doctor in Rajshahi town (which is about 1S miles

away from Natunpur) with Ramala, thelr next door neighbour, who

= = =

is a_school teacher =nd 3 Union Council member. Afterwards she
visited Rajshahi together with her married dsughter who lives
next to her house, If she visits any body in the village she
generally calls on them in the evening with her ghomta on and
does not use a borkha. Even in the village she never goes to

othert's house without any escort.

There 1s a television set in the club house of the village,
which is right opposite Hazi's house. People of different age
and sex groups assemble there in the evening. Vomen are compa—

ratively less in number; often a few women from one para decide
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beforehand that they will come and watch the television in the
evening, Women who attach importance to their status and family
do not usually come, In the year 1978, when I was doing my
field work, I found the wife of Hazlsaheb in the gathering in
the club, where a programme regarding 'Haz' (pilgrimage to
liecca) was shown on television, Since it was a religious pro-
gramme, her presence in the television room was well appreclated,
For women to watch television and go to the club is approved
only when it is in tune with the existing value system of the
society., Women who belong to lower status families can move

more freely around than those who belong to high status group,

Two of Hazl's daughters are masrried by now, Margins, one
of them did not have much education and was married to a tailor,
whom Hazissheb gave a portion of his land, i.,e,, the girl's
property, so that they can live without much hardship. Her
sister Rebeka who has college educstion married an educated
rich man of the nearby village, Iargina moves freely around
the village, She even goes to the cinema and also to Rajshahl
town to purchase sarees and other dress materisls, Wwhen she
goes to the town she is accompanied by Ramsla or other young
village woman, She does not wear borkha, but covers her head
with a ghomta, She has to go by bus to Rajshahi, Her behaviour
is tolerated by the soclety, but 1s not respected and not held
up as a model to other women of the village, Her socio-economic

status is lower than that of Rebeka, DBecause Margina lives in
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her parental village and her in-laws are not present in the

same village, she 1s much less respected than Rebeka. Rebeka
always wears a borkha when coming to her natal home from her

own house., While she is on the bus, she uses a Dborkha but
within the village she never uses it, She also moves freely
around Natunpur, But when she visits the market in Rajshahi,
she always uses a borkha, Doing so is consldered a status
symbol for her husband's family, She has not taken her share
from her parental property, This also 1s seen to increase her
status in her natal home and her husband's family. She gets
presents and invitations from her father's home much more than
her sister in Natunpur, Thus the behaviour pattern of wbmen,
their purdsh observance and mobility in the village are directly
related to thelr soclo-economic status., The other younger girls
of Hazi's famlly are going to school, Except Rebeka, none of
the women of Hazl's gamaj has as yet recelved secondary education,
Hlazl is the richest man in the village, But within his samaj*™
all excepting two are landless villagers, They are all immi-
grants to this village of whom 50 per cent have been staying

in Natunpur for more than fifty years. The women of this group
move freely within their own gamaj. None of them observes
purdah in its strict physical sense, rather they are more
concerned wilth the behavioural aspect, i.e., avoiding the
contact with strangers and non-kin villagers, They live their
lives within the village itself, Their husbands are engaged

in small trading etc, and they are not engaged in agricultural
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work within their own or other's houses., They talk and gossip
with the people of the same homestead or people of the same
para. Wwhenever they go to visit relations in other villages,
they are accompanlied by male members or children. For a
woman to go to a place with a minor child is sanctloned by the
socliety., DBut young women going out accompanied by elderly
women is the most accepted form of behaviour, Elderly, spe-
cially widowed women are the most mobile among the women in

the community.

Karim's samaj with its rich, old established, traditional
and respected families consists of two gustls and three indi-
vidusl households within Natunpur village., Some other people
of Karim's kin group living in the neighbouring village also
belong to the same sama]. None of the women in Karim's samaj
has passed secondary level of education, They are not keen on

the education of girls,

The people of Karim's gusti consider themselves as stricter
followers of Islam than most other pecple including the Hazis
in Natunpur. Karim is one of the religious leaders of the
village. 1In his gusti women's movement is highly restricted,
Even the poor and landless women of this gusti work or move
only within their own gusti households, If they have to visit
their relations in other villages, they have to be asccompanied

by male kin, They use the borkha or chadar for this purpose.

Only very recently Basana, the Hindu girl converted to Islam while
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marrylng Zahir, has started going to Rajshahi occasionally to
shop or consult a doctor there, She does not cover herself
with a borkha, but only puts up a ghomta like most other Muslim
snd iiindu married women in the village, This 1s a very recent
phenomenon, None of the other femsle members of this family
as yet gone to Rajshahli to shop or for any other purpose, lione
of their women whether rich or poor ever has come to watch
television in the club house, lone of them is 3 member of any
of the women's organisations in the village, If they are to
participate In any social ceremony they come in the evening or
night, During Abed Hazl's son's marriage, the women folk of
Karim's household came at night to see the bride, Only the
landless women of Karim's qustl, who live just next door to

Hagi's household came during day time to work.

Thus a woman's behaviour is both influenced and regulated
by the socio-economic condition of the family and also the gusti
and gamaj] to which she belongs, When Basana was unmarried and
a5 daughter of a rich Hindu family (Haradhan's daughter), her
movement was not so much restricted within and also outside the
village, But once she was married to Zahir, her movement was
completely restricted; she became member of a rich and religlous
Muslim household., After her marriage, Karim's qusti people did
not have any workable relationship with Hsradhan's family., The
other Hindus also developed a strained relationship with them,
ilowever, during the period of liberation war, Karim's family and

specizlly Zahir took great care that Haradhan's family and thelr
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property were saved, They helped also the other Hindus in
Natunpur., This helped to bresk the ice between the two
families, They are now on an agreeable relationship with each
other, They invite each other on sccial occasions, but not
formally on religious occasions, Chlldren of both the famililes
visit each other informally on religious festivals, But elder-
ly members still avoid them, On social occasions such as a
marriage in any one of the families, all the family members are
invited, In Zahir's house Basana's brother's young children
even take food, but parents of Basana and her brother's wives
do not accept any cooked food in their house, Bassna's family
glve then uncooked rice, fish and other things required for the
preparation of the feast. Cooking takes place in her parent's
house, Food so prepared is not considered polluted, The same
pattern 1s followed by Karim's family, Basana, her children and
husband, 2ahir take cooked food in Haradhan's house but they do
not take food in the kitchen, Even Basana herself tactfully
avolds thls; of course, none of her parent's family would want
to entertaln her in the kitchen, In actuality the closely rela-
ted people do take food even in the kitchen, A kind of distant

and formal relatlonshlp has developed among themselves.

Muslim women are supposed to conform more strictly to the
rules of Islam, Fasting women are more in number than men in
Natunpur during the month of Ramadhan, (the month of fasting).
The sama} leaders refused to take the fetra money from the
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households where the men are not fasting, Even then the rate
of men not fasting has been increasing, By contrast women's
behavliour has not changed much, Even small girls are fasting,
The three individual households, which beleong to Karim's samaj,
follow the traditions of thelr samaj., Among them women of the
two landless houscholds are members of local women's organisa-
tion, whereas the landless poor women of Karim's gustl have

not yet joilned any of these organisations, Indlvidual house-
holds seem freer than those belonging to a gusti. Even then the
women of the same samaj try to keep in conformity with the

traditions of the sama] to which they belong,

In Haradhan's family girls are getting education, their
movement within and outside the village is not so much restricted.
But the girls have to behave modestly both inside and outside the
households, Unmarried girls go to shops in Rajshahl, married
women's movement is more restricted, They do not come in front
of strangers, nor in front of non-relatives without their ghomta
on, They are not expected to talk loudly or even gossip with
others, After she has become the mother of a few children and
attains middle age, her position is somewhat more stable, She
gains a little more freedom, Ramala's mother goes to her nei-
ghbours to exchange greetings, she keeps the social relations
with others in the village, She has two daughters-in-law,
the elder one generaslly does not visit any household, the younger

one goes to neighbouring households, She visits with her sisters-
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in-law and also with the children of the household, She
generally visits the households with whom, her husband has
friendly relations, As a result of Basana's getting married

to a Muslim boy, £heir social status in the lHindu community of
the nearby villages has gone down considerably, The Hindus of
the neighbouring villages first boycotted them, Ramala was
getting older but no marriage offer was made, They were very
much worried, Ramala got a teaching job in a nearby school,
which is sbout two miles away from thelr house, She has to
travel either by bus or by rickshaw, But as her family was
rich and educated with high social status having good social
contact with different influential people around, nobody dared
criticise her in the public, She has a good moral character
which is seen as an asset in any woman, She also became a
m@mber 1n the Union Council, The marriage of her younger sister
to a luslim boy diminished her own chances of a match. Recently,
however, an Arts graduate of Natore, a place about fifteen
miles off from Natunpur, agreed to marry her, He received a
motorcycle, and taka ten thousand in cash from Ramala's father
as dowry, Wristwatch, fountain pen, dresses for both the
bridegroom and the bride, ornaments {(gold) for the bride, gold
ring for the bridegroom, utensils, umbrella, bed and furniture
were also given as marriage gift for the couple by Ramala's
father, A bride-groom's party usually demands dowry according
to 1ts own economic and soclal status, Previously dowry system

was prevalent largely among the Hindus, Of late it has spread
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anong Muslims in villages as well, Hazisaheb in his sont's
marriage asked the bride's father for a television set, which
cost six thousand tska. The woman whether iindu or Muslim, who
can bring a good amount of dowry at her marriage is likely to

get more attention in her husband's house,

Ramesh's gustl consists of three households, who live in
cne compound i,e., in one homestead, They are three brothers,
In these families slso women are busy with household work, The
three wives of the three brothers and their daughters are the
only women in the familles, There is no old or elderly wonen
in the three households, Often they go next door, i.,e, to
Haradhan's house., Rarely do they visit the two other Hindu
households on the other side of the road, Very occasionally they
visit their relstives in other villages, The women with thelr
cihlldren go to different village falrs on some religious festi~
vals or to different temples or pandals for worshipping the
deitles during the pujsg ceremonies. The case of Basana had a
severe lmpact on other Hindu famlilies in the village. Ramesh's
family did not allow thelr daughters to go to school even when
they were small children, theilr movements were restricted, and
they were not sllowed to move freely around the village, Thelr
parents were worried that they might follow Basana's example,
They were desperately trying to arrange thelr marriage even
before they reached puberty. Another Hindu girl on the other

éide of the road finished her primary education in the village,
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wags a good student and wanted to continue her study at a
secondary school, Her parents, however, did not like to take
the risk and stopped her studies, Thus a case like Basana's
often brings adverse effect not only on the family concerned

but also on the whole village communlty,

The other individual households in the para try to keep
to the general morasl standards so that they may not be criti-
¢lsed, Thisg is in short the situation 1n Beharipara.

4.1,3 domen in Satbhaclpara

in Satbhagipara, women are not educated, only one woman,
the wife of a school master has been educated upte the seccondary
level, She is the one who galns atatus in the society., Her
husband is educated and is teaching in the local primary school.
She also comes of 8 respectable fsmily, She does not move
frequently around the village nor within the pars. Poor kins
cone and work for her, This middle category household does not
show any preference for modexrnisation or Islamization in the
behaviour of its womenfolk, They sre a grihastha household,
women slse busy themselves doing household work, Poor women
of the pars work in neighbouring households, They move freely
within and also around the para. They all belong to the sane
qugtli, Their immediate neighbouring households are also old
established households i.e., Parsmanik's gustl, Akbar's gustd

and Kalimuddin's gusti. Ismall's house is slsc adjacent to their
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residence, All are old established and with agricultural
background, Among them some are economically better off than
their counterparts but ideologically and socially they are not
dissimilar, They do not feel restricted within the four walls,
They meet each other and exchange views, They have their own
circle of friends, their movements and behaviour are very much
influenced by the soclo-cconomic status of the household, Women
have to protect and comply with the ideas of the households,

Thelr behaviour determines the household's prestige,

The preceding detailed account of the behaviour of Natunpur
women belonging to different soclo-economlc strata clearly
indicates that women are seen as symbolising the prestige and
honour of their family and social grouping, Traditionally,
female seclusion represented the i1deal life style for women,
liowever, with increasing educational opportunities for girls?
'modernisation' provides an alternative venue for women and their
families to galn and/or reaffirm their soclal status. However,
even those girls who follow the 'modern' way are expected to
behave modestly in line with traditional style behaviour; i.e,
covering their heads etc, It 1s too early to say whether the
‘modernisation' of women's behaviour will continuve to be embedded
in the traditional system or whether it will altogether establish

3 new option for women,

Present indications suggest that the Islamic presence in

Natunpur 1s sufficlently strong to exert a dominant influence,
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A common past in the village and shared experiences establish

a village identity which overrules the differences between
Hindus and Muslims, Natunpur women secem to live in a 'woman's
world' disregarding whether they are Muslim or !llindu; they all
belong to the same soclsl and gossip network. To the outslder
female seclusion may appear a great hardship while most Natunpur
wonen prefer to live in a woman's world rather than to worry

obout matters that concern nmen,
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4,2 Women and Propergx

Under Muslim laws 3 woman has the right to inherit property;
daughters inherit half of their brothers' share of the ancestral
heritage and & widow is entltled to one eighth of her dead
husbend's property., A Muslim woman also has the right to pur-
chase land in her own name, However, the soclal reality differs
considerably from the theoretical Muslim laws regarding women's
property rights. As long as the parents are still alive daugh-
ters married and unmarried alike -~ do not claim thelr share in
the ancestral property. There are a few instances though in
Natunpur where fathers handed over to their married daughters
their heritage, This happened in two Natunpur households where
the daughter married and settled patri-uxorilocslly with a husband
unable to support his family, In some cases where there are a
few sons in a family, the father, not belng sure whether they
will honour the daughterxrs' claim after his death, hands over to
his daughter her share of inheritance. In most of the cases when
the daughter gets her property share before her father's death

she in fact asks for it at the instigation of her husband,

Normally when the parental property is divided among heirs
after the father's death, daughters either take their share or
leave it in the care of their brothers, Young married women are
expected to visit thelr parental home at least once or twice
yearly and stay with their brothers as 95325} The frequency of

these visits decreases with the age and years of married life of

Married woman's visit to her natal home,
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ne women, As she progresses through the different phases of
the domestlce cycle a woman gets increasingly more absorbed in
her husband, children and affines affalirs while being weaned
from her natal family, When she becomes the senior female
member in her household she becomes so busy that she can no
longer find time to go on a nalor. She then reaches the "apex
in her status progression, Simultaneously and graduslly she

loses her old connections with her parental home" (Nath, 1981:15),

Among small farmer households husbands often pressurise
their wives and sometimes torture them to get them to claim thelr
parental heritage, Mostly in cases where the daughter's husband
is considerably poorer than her parental household she tries to
exercise her legal rights to get her share of ancestral property.
If the land to which a daughter is entitled exceeds the area her
husband possesses then the latter is usually keen to sell his
land and settle patri-uxorically (i.e., in his wife's father's
place of residence), so that he can cultlvate his wife's lands,

I discovered three Natunpur households who recently moved for

this reason to the wife's natal village,

By contrast women from wealthier households usually lesve
their heriditary property in the care of thelr brother/brothers
for at least a foew years after the father's death., It is
generally consldered as a demeaning and shameful act for a woman
to ask for her share in the ancestral property immediately after

her father dles,
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The following account of the distribution of a man's wealth
after his (Ismall's father's) death is typlcal of better-to~do
families in Natunpur, This houschold head has two wives; the
first of whom 1s already dead but left three daughters and one
son, whille the second wife haé two sons and one daughter, when
the old man died the three sons convened a meeting to which they
invited their brother-in-law, the village matbars as well as
other kin to advise on distribution procedures. There it was
decided that the widow will get one eighth of her husband's
property, while her classificatory son gets not only his own
share but also those of his three sisters for however long they
agree for him to look after their lands, In return he is
expected to offer his sisters hospitality whenever they decide
to visit the parental home, The second wife's elder son received
only his own share., Because of his incompetence and his large
family, he was not given the option for looking after his sis-
ter's share., IHis mother declded to move in with her younger son,
who was entrusted with looking after his sister's lands, until
she might decide to claim her property., She however, could come
in her own right and stay with her brother whenever she might
so desire., The elders present st the meeting asked the widow
to glve one of the three bighaé she got to her elder son,
because he was the weakest member of the family. She agreed to
let him cultivate one of her bighas and keep the produce from
it while she passed over the other two bighas to her youngest

son with whom she was going to live,
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Some studies of Bangladesh societies mention that lMuslim
glrls forego altogether their claim to their parental property.
Bllickson in her study of a Rajlshshl village refers to a case
where two sisters left their hereditary share in the care of
their brother but claimed it after their brother died, They
had no objections to thelr brother keeping thelr shares, but
did not want his son to do so, An eight year court case

ensued (1972:52/3),

Hardly sny of the Natunpur women are prepared to forego
altogether their parental heritage, though as already mentioned
women married into wealthier households allow thelr brothers to
keep thelr share of the parental property for some years after
the father's death, I encountered only one woman in Natunpur
who said that she had no intentions of ever claiming her land
entitlement, She explained that her parental home is far away
(i.e., sbout 200 miles from Rajshahl) and therefore, it would be
difflicult for her to exercise her title, Moreover, she comes
from one of the respected khandan families and her husband, a
recent immigrant to Natunpur is also a highly respected villager.
she stressed that it would be considered disgraceful in her
family if she even only thought of asking for her parental
property share, All other Natunpur women made it clear that
even if they allowed their brothers to keep thelr own shares for
a few years after the father's death, they are determined to

stake thelr rightful claims sooner or later, When they would
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actually ask for their shares would depend on the econonlc
status of thelr hushands as well as the domestic cycle phase

of their brothers' households,

gven though Natunpur women invariably stake claims to
their shares of ancestral property it is their husbands who
control not only whatever lsnd is involved but also whatever 1s
derived from it, If for instance a woman sells her parental
heritage to her brother the money thus reslised is sinply added
to the houschold budget without her being able to earmark it for
any specific expenditure, One Natunpur woman arranged for her
brother to sharecrop her land: she receives half the preoduce,
which is used to help feed her family, Only one middle-farmer's
wife stated she sells the produce of her 1% bighas and with
the money reallised she purchases things of her own liking, such
as sarees, ornaments, etc, All other Natunpur women made it
clear that their parental heritage 1s used by their husbands to

nelp the household become or remain solvent,

As already mentioned Muslim women are entitled to buy land
in their own nasme, Yet in practice it 1is rare for s woman to
have sufficient funds for such purchases. Though many Natunpur
women earn an independent income elther by petty trade or ser-
vice the small amounts they thus earn are usually spent on items
for their famlly; only somctimes do they invest thelr earnings
in chicken or goats, but never in land, The poverty and economic

dependence of Natunpur women is in line with the national scene,
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In Bangladesh as a whole only 3,7 per cent of women over the
age of 10 are in the civilian labour force according to the

1 (pilot Manpower

‘refined rate' of economic participation
Survey, 1979), This rate indicates a negligible proportion

of women who are engaged in income earning activities, OFf
course, it is obvious that s much larger number of women partl-~
cipate in economic activities, but they do so wl thout monetary
remuneration and, therefore, their work remalns unrecorded and
unrecognised, Therefore, hardly any villege woman in Bangladesh
ever accumulates sufficient funds to ascquire land, Even if

she ever gets into the fortunate position to do so she still
faces the problem of who will buy the land on her behalf and

who will look after it and ¢control its produce.

The benami system of land purchases offers an opportunity
for a woman to acquire land, 2enami, a persian word, means
literally: *no name'; i.¢., the purchase of the land remains
anonymous, 3enaml trasnsfer takes place whenever "a person buys
property with his own money but in the name of another person
or buys the property in his own name subsequently transfers it
into the name of another without any intention in elther case
to benefit such other person, the transaction 1s called benami

and the person in whose name the transactlon is effected is

1
The 'refined rate' is the ratio of persons 10 years of age
and older found in productive activity during the survey period
over the total population within this age category,
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called benamindar®" (Mulla, 1960:681), In most instances

when property 1s recorded in a woman's neme it is in fact a
benami property. The husband or son buys the land under the
benami arrangement and the woman has no control over the pro-
perty nor does she hold the legal documents relating to it,
Thus even 1f village land records show some women as owners of
purchased or inherited land this does not indicate that they
are the factual owners of it, For a woman to buy land in her
own name and to be designated as land owner is not a common

phenomenon in Bangladesh villages,

There are a few cases in Natunpur where husbands bought
property in their wives' name, Abed Hazl bought six bighas and
one rice mill in the name of his wife, but her title to this
property is purely fictitious., Zahir too bought land in his
wife's name, yet she personally gets no benefit from it, Even
poorer households use women as frontage in the property scram-
ble, Akall, the wife of a Natunpur landless labourer received
Teka 100 instead of the one bigha of her father's property
which was her share at that time, Her husband falled to find
a profitable investment outlet for his money and so it was
used to help the household maintenance, In Natunpur most women
are married within a rsdius of 15 to 20 miles from their natal
home, Therefore, there is little problem in arranging to look

after their parentally inherited land,

So far I have discussed the venues through which women can

legally acquire property and have shown that in most cases
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wonen's property ownership is flctitlous: elther her father or
brother or husband controls the land to which the woman has
legal title, In the succeeding section I outline the conditions

under which women are able to generate property.

The poorest women have hardly any scope to generate income;
whatever they earn they usually spend on lmmediate necessities,
However, even among poorest Muslim families in Natunpur there is
now taking place an inflation in dowry payments, Until not so
long ago only Hindus in this area used to give dowry, whereas
Muslims had a bride-wealth system, Now the Muslim system has
turned full circle and they too pay dowry on the marriage of a
daughter, Even among landless Muslims a bi-cycle, transistor
radio set and ornaments for the bride have come to be the minimum
expected as dowry by the bridegroom's family., These days poorer
parents encounter more and more difficulties finding grooms for
their daughters. The wealthier the woman's parental and marital
household, the greater the chances that she can profitably
invest at least part of her rightful property. The following

account demonstrates thls point,

Before the partition of India in 1947 Jebar's wife recelved
three bighas in India; her husband sold the land and bought eight
bighas in Natunpur, In the year 1958 she bought a goat, which
enabled her to accumulate money with which she bought a small

calf, The cow begot calves nine times and then they slaughtered
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it during the time of korbani (Muslim yearly festival) when
they are supposed to offer sacrifices in the name of Allsh,

The meat of the cow was divided into three shares, one for

the poor, another for neighbours and relations and the third
they kept for personal consumption, It 15 considered a reli-
glous act if one can sacrifice in korbani one's own domestic
animal, Jebar's wlfe told me that she sacrifices one of her
own goats or cows Iln korbanl every year thereby she lncreases
the prestige of her family, She also gave Taka 1,000 to the
father-in-law of her eldest dsughter to invest the money in

his jute business, from which she now receives part of the
profit, with her income sghe acquired ornaments and bought
clothes and gave things to her children, She now has gold
chains, bangles, ear-rings and rings, Altogether she was able
to buy six Eg;ggFof gold {(the market price of that amount of
gold was Taka 12,000 in the year 1978, but she bought it earlier
when the price was not so high)., For her daughter's marriage
recently she gave gold from her own stock, Her daughter Belly
got married to a bus conductor in Rajshahl, They had to give
the son-in-law Taka 3,000 in cash and to her daughter three
pleces of gold ornaments, the welght of which was 1% iola, This
account indicates not only that wealthier Muslim women can be
entrepreneurs, but also that dowry has become the practice among

then,

Another trend among Natunpur Huslim women is worth mentioning

here; they invest money in goats and cows, which they keep in

1
One tola is equal to 11,66 grams,
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thelr psrental homes. At the time of marriage durlng different
marriage rituals luslim women are given money, Just before
marriage, a date is fixed when the relatives and nelghbours come
and give thubra, This term 1s used in Natunpur while in other
parts of Bangladesh 1t 1s called gase halud i,e., 1t involves
putting turmeric paste on the body and face of the girl and the

boy as well,

At the time of thubra the villagers go to see the girl with
some sweets, make her eat some of the sweets and put some turmew-
ric paste on the face of the bride in her house and on the bride-
groom in his house, The people thus assembled also give money
to the bride, Generally they prefer to hold thubra on a market
day for then one can ask men to bring some sweets from the
market; also on market days one usually has more ready money,

In Natunpur I noticed that ¢irls get Taka 400 to 500 during this
ceremony, They are the girls of rich and middle category house-
holds, The amount varies according to the economic position of
the household concerned, This money 1s the property of the girl,
who is going to get married, and is generally kept in her parent's
house where it is invested in goats or calves, She can claim 1t
all together with its offspring whenever she wants, Women often
keep money with thelr parents, even after thelr marriage, Wuhen
Ismail's family was divided his younger brother was given a
bullock, However, one cannot plough with only one cow, Subse-
quently, his wife asked her father to give her the Taka 2000 which

she had accumulated and kept with her father, Her father gave
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her the money with which they bought a bullock that they
required badly to help cultivate the land, It seems that

women specially in joint households try to generate property
with the help of their parental kin, Their husbands know about
all this, often they é& it &ith the help of thelr husbands,
They are keen to generate assets with the intention that one
day while the family will be separated they will make use of
this independent accumulation, One elderly Natunpur woman who
was the wife of an only son told me that she never tried to
invest her ornaments or to put money aside for improving the
economic condition of her family simply because she never had
to fear a future partition in the family. In joint households
families fear the ultimate division and, therefore, co-sharers
try to keep money separately and pursue different strategles

to increase own fortune, A woman ig usually concerned solely
with the well-being of her immediate family; she cares a lot
less for the other families which make up the complex household.
I have not found a single household in Natunpur where the wife

invested her property for the common benefit of the house,

No woman ever sold her ornaments and invested the money
for the benefit of the complex household, By contrast there
are lots of cases where Muslim women in complex households have
invested the money in their parental home even by selling per-
sonal ornaments for the sole purpose of ensuring that they will
have a base for their own household unit after partition of the

conplex household, Por example, a Natunpur middle peasant
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complex household was made up of a widow and three of her
married sons., The eldest son's wife sold her 1% tola gold
ornasments with the help of her husband and bought about 3/8
bighas of agricultural land, The land was bought in the name
of her husband, Its product is not included in the complex
houschold but accumulated separately, The second son's wife
has two cows and two goats in her father's house on & share
basls, The widow had & gold tabiz (locket) which she sold and
bought two goats with the money. Subsequently, one goat was
slaughtered st the time of her eldest grandson's Akika or name
giving ceremony., This case shows that only the widow of the
household head spent her own property for the cause of the joint
family, Her other goat also was sold afterwards for the maine
tenance of the whole family, The younger generation tried to
increase their own property and thus to improve their future,
For the widow, to be able to spend for the family is regarded
as prestiglous, speclally her contribution to the Akika of her

eldest grandson is very much apprecliated in the soclety.

Basana, wife of Zshir, the rich peasant bought three bighas
from Ansar, a small villager with Taka 2000 and at the same time
sold a gold ring and a gold chain for Taka 3000 with which Zshir
sought a good plot of land in his own name, Basana says it is
all the same to her whether the land is bought in her name or
in her husband's nsme, It is thelr fsmily property, that is

all that matters to her,
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tiajeda, another Natunpur woman received on her marrlage
Taka 570 for thubra, ornaments worth Taka 2,700, utensils
costing 2,700 and Taka 2,123 1n cash from different people,
This all came from her parental home, She received also Taka
360 and ornaments worth Taka 1,800 from her father-in-law's
house, Immediately after her marriage the utensils and her
ornaments were sold and they bought a big pond as well as land
with that money, One of Fajeda's relations works in a govern-
ment office; he is concermed with khash (government property)
land, He is the person who advised Majeda and her husband to
buy the land, and helped them get it, Majeda's father and her
father~in-law alsoc approved of it, Thus even before starting
their conjugal life, the young couple acquired profitable assets
with the wife's property; connections and relations from the

wifet's slde helped this development,

Hindu women in Natunpur too have certain rights to inhew
ritance and property, There are two distinct arrangements by
which Hindu women can own property, (a) women's estate and
(b) Stridhan, There asre five categories of women who can
inherit property; they are the sapinda, i.e., those people who
according to religion are permitted to perform the sradha,
offering for the peace of the soul of a person who dled, These
five categorles of women are: the widow, daughter, mother, grand-
mother and great grandmother, Such women can inherit property,
but it is limited to their own lifetime; they are not entitled

to sell or transfer the property te anyone else and after their
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death the ownershlp of the property returns to the nearest
sapinda, the person from whom they had inherited the property,
Stridhan, on the other hand, means the property of which women
are sole owners such as ornaments, dowry and other glfts,
liowever, as long as her husband is alive she has to seek his
consent 1f she wants to sell or give away part of her gtridhan,
This constraint over the use of a Hindu woman's property may
account for the fact that in Natunpur there has not been a
single case of a Hindu woman selling her ornaments to invest in

productive assets, like many Muslim women have been doing,

Hindu marriages even more so than Muslim ones are assoclated
with high dowry. For instance, Aruna, the daughter of a middle
peasant married a shopkeeper with sufficlient income to malntain
a family, So Aruna‘'s father gave in dowry Taka 3,500 and 2%
tolas of gold ornaments (the market price of gold in 1978 was
Taka 2000 per tola) and clothes for both the bridegroom and the
bride as well as bed and utensils, Aruna‘'s father had to sell
land to pay for all this, Aruna also got a considerable amount
of presentation given by guests invited to the various marriage
rituals, Similarly, Ramala got married in 1979 to a graduate
of Natore., He 1s a petty trader, Ramala's father had to give
his son-in-law a good amount of dowry. They received many
valuables as presents; because respectable people of the srea
along with the villagers were invited, Ramala's husband invested
the money thus realised in his business, Thus even Lif the girl

1s educated or earning an income this does not diminish the amount
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of dowry., Ramala's father did not have to sell land to arrange
the marriasge of his daughter, He had ready money for that,

Fronm the two examples above the situation in Hindu soclety is
evident, The ornaments are her stridhana but even then she is not
allowed  tp sell or give them to others without the permission

of her husband as long as he is alive,

Hindu girls and women like their Muslim counterparts also
generate wealth, Ramela's mother sells crops in small quantities
and also at a concessional price to her poor kinsmen and to a
few villagers with whom she has close relations., Ramnala's elder
brother's wife also sells ¢rops. These women thus manage to
accumulate some money, a portion of which i1s spent on their
children; children slwsys ask for money from thelr mothers
whenever they want something, Ramala earns a small income from
the school and the Union Council, All thesé women keep land in
kot which has a mortgage connotation, ithen a villsger is in
desperate need of cash, he pledges his land to moneyed men and
women of the village in return for a loan, As soon asg the
debtor is able to repay the loan he does not have to return more
than the amount of the original money., Ramala, her mother and
sister-in-lsaw kept land in mortgage from a Natunpur Muslim who
is close to their family., The debtor preferred to give his land
to these women because he could continue to cultivate 1t and had
to surrender only half of the produce to the creditor, The three

women also have goats which they have glven on a share basis to
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other villagers, because they themselves do not have people

to look after these animals, Even young girls make some money
in this way., Ramala's eldest brother's daughter, Namita recei-
ved a goat from her father's sister, With that goat she earned
Taka 250 by selling its kids, She gave the money to a friend
of her brother to buy sugarcsne, and received Taka 410 net
excluding the cost of transportation to the mill and other
expenses, She still has gosts on a share basis with other
villagers, From the profit she made on sugarcane and goats,
she has made Taka 600 which she again wants to invest in pur-
chasing sugarcane and also in paddy business with the help of
her father's sister's family, Her father's sister got married
in the Barindl area, where farmers take loans for paddy culti-
vation, If & farmer takes Taka 100 which is the price of one
maund of paddy at the time of planting, he pays back two maunds
of paddy at the time of harvesting, At the time of harvesting
the price of paddy is low but the creditor generally sells the
paddy when the price is again high, It appears that the women
in Ramala's family are quite enterprising, They not only invest
thelr money in their village but also spread their business
ventures out over different villages where ever they can find
sultable opportunities, Kinship plays an important part in all
thisg, Thus in this situation the network of relationships is

very important, Poor women lack access to such networks and,

lagrind is a highland srea with hard, reddish clay soil
on which only winter rice can be grown,
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therefore, often take goats or hens on a share basis from rich
or middle categqory women, None of these women earn enough to
buy land, The money they earn, they reinvest, and/or spend on

their children or to meet personal necessitles,

4,3 women and the Domestic Cycle

In rural Bangladesh wﬁere women live their lives mostly
indoors and where their movements are restricted, it 1s nece-
ssary to know where and how they llve. what relationships they
have within thelr households and with their neighbours, This
requires an examination of house styles. These vary with the
economic condition and the cultural béckground of individual
households. The ordinary village house consists of more,than
one room built on three sides of a courtyard, The remalning

vacant portion is surrounded by a mud or bamboo wall, MNost of

the Natunpur houses are surrounded by mud walls,

when the first generation settlers build a house there may
be only one room, Then as the family size increases more rooms
are added, Even the poorest family builds a new hut or cons-

tructs a fence around the varanda before starting a new life,

According to M, Fortes the domestic cycle begins with a
phase of expansion that lasts from the marriage of two people
until the completion of their family procreation .... secondly
seeses there is the phase of dispersion or fission, This
bigins with the marriage of the oldest child and continues until
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all the children are married, The final phase involves the
replacement, which ends with the death of the parents and the
replacement in the soclal structure of the family they founded
by the families of their children® (J, Goody, (ed.) 1971:
4-5), As the phases of the domestic cycle change so does the
residential arrangement. Succeeding phases of the domestic
cycle and their concomitant changing housing arrangements are
particularly important for Muslim women, whose sphere of opera-

tion is by tradition restricted to the domestic area,

The range of social links of Natunpur women widens in
successive phases of the domestic cycle. She enters her
husband's household as a young girl, who is expected to show
respect for her mother-in-law as well as older sisters-in-law.
As she produces more and more children, particularly sons, her
role changes, Her growing family necessitates an expansion in
residential facilities., HNew rooms are built adjacent to the
initial dwelling house, Even when the family disperses i.e.,
when the sons form separate households, they usually bulld
houses near their parental home, Thus the dwelling house ex—
pands, Though the household disaggregates 1nto separate units
family members, particularly women, continue their reciprocal
relationships, This is not always so, There are a few cases
in Natunpur where the hived-off households moved to some other

plot in the village where they built new houses; there are others
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who because of intra-familial difficulties moved even to

different villages.

The homestead or the bari is the dwelling house where a
household consisting of a family or individual people lives.
In Bangladesh villages it occurs frequently that a homestead
contains more than one household (Diagram - 1), Generally the
barl is known by its most respected or renowned person. It
may also be known by the name of the youngest person of the
house, whom everybody knows, The barl's prestige is determined
by the behaviour of its most renowned person, All the house-
holds within a bari are jointly regarded as one unit in terms
of prestige ranking, A bari's good name and prestige are also

dependent very much on its women's behaviour,

According to customary inheritence patterns ancestral land
is divided and distributed among the members of the household.
Under existing conditions of population growth this subdivision
of landed property among succeeding generations results in
smaller and smaller land areas owned by individual households,
only those who can tap alternative sourc;s of income can protect
their levels of living against deterioration, Within a gusti
where landed property is equally shared some households manage
to diversify their economic activities and are, therefore, better
off than those who continue to rely solely for their livelihood
on cultivating their lands, There is thus considerable economic

heterogeneity whithin a gusti, Yet as a kin group all its members
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are concerned with maintaining or even raising their prestige
ranking; they all loathe to go down a rank on the prestige

ladder. Since women's roles are taken as symbols of the gustl's

prestige ranking, they provide the plvot round which the intra-

qusti relationships rotate.

while the household is the unit in terms of economic

mobility the qusti is the unit which determines social rank,
This results in intra-gusti conflicts, when necessity forces
women from the poor gusti households to work for households
outside their own kingroup. This adversely affects the whole
qusti's prestige., Since women's behaviour is closely linked
with prestige considerations not only for their bari, but also
for their gusti, and their roles change in the course of the
domestic cycle there exists thus a complex relatlonship between

these different social variables,

Most of the non-gusti households live in separate homes-
teads. When their families begin to expand more than one
household may live in one bari, In a gusti where there are
always more than one household they live in one or more than
one bari. Accordingly gusti households have a wider socilal
network than non-gusti ones, On the other hand, prestige con-
siderations affect a larger number of individuals and component

groups in gusti rather than in non-gusti households,

In Natunpara there are eight gustis which consist of 23

homesteads and 39 households, Even the non-qustl households are
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often situated by the side of qusti homes, so that they can
benefit from relationships with gusti members, The gustl
social network thus reaches out beyond its own borders, The
close face-to-face relationships which exist among women within
one bari result in continuous conflict and counterbalancing
cohesion, Slxteen households of Satbhagi gustl that live in
Natunpur two have moved into Natunpara, The whole village is
situated on a plain, "The village homesteads consisting of
clusters of huts are practically hidden in a thick growth of
trees, bushes and shrubs ..... The picture is a llttle diffe-
rent in a small northern belt of the district where due to soil
conditions trees do not grow so well, Houses are bullt close
together and the villages are in a compact closely built close
together and the villages are in a compact closely built area".
(Rajshahi District Gazetteer, pe 65). Thus environmental con-
ditions and the pattern of housing help villagers to live close

to each other which results in a higher degree of interaction,

As a household passes through the various stages of lits
domestic cycle its soclal relationships also change, In Natunpur
the three generation patrilinesl/lateral unit 1s generally
regarded as the ideal type of family, However, three generation
households are rare, Grown up sons are supposed to look after
the parental property as well as after the old parents, This
is considered as one of the maln reasons why Bengall families
want sons. The domestic cycle is an ever continuous process,

Sons marry and then gradually start living separately forming
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single households., 1In turn thelr sons grow up, marry and form
separate households, The duration of stay of married sons with
their parents varies, Though the three generation joint
household is considered the idesl type of family in the village
context, 1t is not commonly found in rural Bangladesh, The
prevalent custom previously was that after the death of the
father his widow or eldest son becomes the household head and
the family continued like that for at least a few years, Even
in 1978 at the time of my survey I came across three complex
families who after thelr father's death had stayed together for
one year before sub-dividing their ancestrsl property. 1In all
three cases the widow lives with the youngest son, The inci-
dence of complex family living is rapidly declining, In most
of Natunpur's complex familles the process of separatlion has
already started, It usually heppens like this: at least one
or two of the sons each starts his separate household even when
the parents are still alive. If sons separate from the parental
household whille the father 1is still alive the latter has the
discretion whether or not to give the son his share of the
ancestral property. Accordingly, different kinds of family
arrangements and property ownership designs have evolved in

Natunpur,

In 1978 among the 110 households there were 72 (66 per
cent) simple households composed of parents with their unmasrried

children; 7 (6 per cent) a incomplete simple households with
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for instance one parent living with unmarried children and the
remaining 31 (28 per cent) complex households of one kind or
another, By 1980 two of the 31 complex households had split
up into simple units, while 16 more slready showed signs of
breaking up: at least one son formed his separate household,
Only three of the complex households continue without any
indication of subdivision, All this may be explained in terms
of the domestic cycle, But the fact that the incldence of
complex households splitting up by far exceeds the formation
of such complex units confirms the trend of disintegration of
the complex household, Between 1978 and 1980 only one simple

houseliold developed a complex structure,

In this context it must be remembered that 64 per cent of
Natunpur households have been residing in the village for more
than one generation, while only 28 per cent live in complex
units, The small proportion of complex households ls particu-
larly noticesble in satbhagipara where all households have been
for at least two generations, In 1978 only three (22 per cent)
of the 14 Satbhagipara households had complex structure; two
years later one of the three complex households had already

broken up, while no new ones had been constituted,

The pattern of dissolution of complex households appears
to be connected with an "apprenticeship” period of about one
year of a newly established maritsl unit, For instance, a

landless and a small farmer houschold in Satbhaglpara each
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had a son marrying, In less than one year from their marriage
these sons separated from their parental units, because of
disputes between mothers-in-law anc¢ daughters-in-law, The
separation in these cases began with the junior household
cooking and eating food separately for a brief period, The
nother-in-law complained that the younger woman did not pull
her welght in domestlc chores and was not sufficlently sub-
nissive, For some time the quarrel is patched up but like a
festering sore it breaks out again, The gusgti kin try to
discourage the break-up of joint households in line with
general social norms, But after about one year the younger
couple usually decides to establish its separate house and the

complex household structure breaks up.

when Natunpur complex households break up before the death
of the father, usually the latter provides each of his sons with
a small plot of land, while the parentsl unlt keeps a larger
share of the property, The crops procduced on the parental share
of the family property are divided among these sons, On the
death of the father the total ancestral property is divided
among the helrs, Among Muslims not only sons but also his
widow snd daughters have a title to a man's ancestral property.
As a household passes through the various phases of its domes-
tic cycle junior women move up into senior positlonss the
daughter-in-law becomes herself s mother-in-law, This process

is best illustrated by means of individusl household profiles,
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Jebar 1s a rich Natunpars farmer; he is a first generation
scttler, His eldest son Rakib married in 1970 a girl from a
comparatively wealthy family, The daughter-in-law did not
participate in the housework as her mother-in-law and other
members of the family expected her to do. The mother-in-law
complained that her daughter-in-law liked to dress up nicely but
did not want to do any houschold work, All thils resulted in a
lot of unpleasantness, Another bone of contention was Rskib's
lack of interest in farming, After some years Jebar decided to
ask his eldest son to live separately. He gave him 1% bighas
of cultivable land and a plot adjaéent to his house to build a
home to live peacefully, At first Rakib gave the land for share
cropping to his neighbour, a middle farmer, Later he sold it
to an outsider for Taka 10,000 with which he bought five rick-
shaws, He himself worked as a deep tubewell driver, At first
he prospered, but because of his general negligence he lost the
job., Soon he was forced even to sell the rickshaws as he did
not maintain them properly nor did he regularly collect the rent
from the rickshaw pullers. After he had sold his furniture and
utensils he demanded of his wife that she should clalm her share
of her ancestral property., This was given in money equivalent,
within four years Rakib had lost all his property. His wife
started teaching the Xoran to six village women for which she
gets Taka 60 per month, No villager not even her parents—-in«lasw
mind her teaching the Koran because this 1s considered a reli-
glous task. Recently Rakib got the job of a bus-driver and now

gets pald Taka 200 monthly as well as Taka 10 dally for meals.
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He lives six miles away from home while his wife and children
live by themselves, Rakib sends money to his family and his
parents also help them, Rakib learnt bus-driving after he had
lost his job as tubewell driver, He considered bus driving

a5 a more prestigious job than beilng an agricultural labourar
or a rickshaw puller., The separation from his parental unit
thus led to the sale of his land, He became landless and

gradually acquired a new occupation,

Malek, Rakib's younget brother after his marriage also
could not adjust to 1life with his parents. As in Rakib's case
his father gave him 1% bighas of agricultural land and asked
him to 1live in his old homestead st Natunpara which was situated
near Paramanik's household, Satbhagipara lies at the other
slde of the house, The house required repairing, Malek mort~
gaged one bigha of land to Parsmanik, With the money he exten-
ded and repaired the house, Hls father-in-law helped him with
work input, monetary support as well as glfts, Malek now works
as an agricultural lsbourer, in Paramanik's house, He also
works in Paramanik's house and sometimes also in her parents-in-
law's though their house is at a little distance from her own
home, Wwhen she works for her mother-in-law she gets food, lier
help is not considered as work to be remunerated, But she helps
her mother-in-law whenever she is asked, In return she gets all
kinds of help at times of crisis. The one bigha land mortgage

brought Malek Taka 2000, He has not yet been able to repay his



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

252

mortgage and regain his land even though he rented a portion

of his house to a village level government official.

Jebar's case illustratcs that neilther Rakib's nor Malek's
wives could continue to reside with their in-laws, 3lthough
more friendly relationships were re-established between them
after their households had separated. This account indicates
the fragility of agricultural fortunes in Muslim soclety when
population is increasing rapidly, Although Jebar is a rich
famner his two elder sons are both landless and have to rely for
their livelihood on a wage income, On Jebar's death his 25
bighas of land will be distributed among his heirs, However,
since he has altogether five sons and three daughters their
individual shares are unlikely to leave them with visble famm
units, The major socisl cleavage in Jebar's household was thus

between the senior and junior generatlons,

The profile of Fakir's household shows another cleavage,

nanely between the sexes,

Fakir, a first generation settler is a middle farmer with
17 bighas of agricultural land, He together with his wife and
their two married sons with their wives and children compose his
housenold, He has only one daughter who is now married and is
living with her husband in a neighbouring village, The family
is dependent only on agriculture, In Fakir's family the dividing
line runs between méle and female members, Here the allegations
are that the mother-in-law together with the dsughters-in-law

sell a portion of the agricultural produce without the knowledge
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of thelr menfolk, They buy sgrees, blouses and ornaments with
the money thug earned, Ameng village women this was an open
sccret., Ultimotely even thelr own menfolk got to know about
this., This led to complaints regarding differential labour
input by the various nouschold women and led to quarrels.

Pakir then asked his sons to form separate houses, The property
1s still together. The men uwork together in the fields and
divide the produce among the two houscholds, Fakir eats with
he eldest son and his wife with the younger oné. Fakir's wvife
helps not only in the house of her younger son but slso ir that
of her elder one, Faklr and his sons completely rely on farning
for their subsistence, The landed property continues undivided

while their household structure has changed,

There are several other cases in Natunpur which show similar
features; for instance, Haradhan's land is mostly cultivated by
sharecropperse Haradhan himself loocks after the lands, his
eldest son was o doctor who died recently and the ycunger son
15 s school teacher in a nearby village. The doctor sor had a
big feanily; many guests used to come to his hoﬁse to meet him,
he was alsc a soclsl worker and had connections wlth many ocrgs—
nisations, The younger son, Gopsl, the school teacher is short
tempered, His wife used to complain that she herself has got
only three children but she has to work for a bilg family day
and night, There exlsted thus a lot of unhappiness and unplea-
santness, At last the famlly was divided into two units. All

the property remalned under Haradhan the head of the family, He
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All the others are engaged only in agriculture and make a

meagre living,

These various examples indicate that even while the paronts
are alive, specially after the marriage of one or more sons,
the famlly does not continue to live together for long, The
common feature is that parents give a nominal portion of the
land to each married son and ask them to llve separately, while
unmarried sons remain with thelr parents, This frequently leads
te a deterloration in the sons! economic conditigps; they then
often rely on their wives claim to their ancestral property.
Villagers now seem to take it for granted that sons sfter their
marriage, will form separate households, or will quarrel over
the division of the property after the death of thelr father,
This had made Abed Hazil distribute his property among all his
successors wlthout yet handing it to them, After his death
the property will be distributed according to hls wishes, which

he lias made in an unofflclal testament,

2

Even among the oldest village households complex units are
now breaking up into simple ones, For instance, Kalimuddin,
a rich farmer and one of the oldest settlers leads one of the
lsrgest village qustis comprising asltogether 11 households and
eight homesteads, In his original family two of his wives,
four married sons with their spouses as well as thelr children
and other unmarried children of his were s8ll living together,

Recently the process of separation started in his family,
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is regarded in the village as a sign of bad character; once
he was caught by the villagers and was fined by the samaj
Taka 500, Recently he took a few of his friends to his house
and drank with them and became drunk himself, This time
Kalimuddin became furious and asked his son to separate, He
was given some money and rice to live on for a few months,
Basir has land of his own which he had bought with the help of
his brother-in-law and also with the money he received from
his wife (p, 238 ). lils wife got the money from selling the
utensils and ornaments she got at the time of her marriage.

He also had started a new shop, Kallmuddin says that he knew
both of his sons were alike, Two other married sons are still
staying with him, Thus gradually his family is dividing into
separate households, In the break up of Kalimuddin's family,
prestige consideration appears to be the most Important aspect

whille economic problems reinforce the prestige concerns,

Laterally complex households which survive the death of the
original household head, may pass through different stages
before the complex sgtructure breaks up into a number of simple
families, 2ahir's houschold exemplifies this, He 1s a rich
peasant belonging to Karim's gqusti which 1s composed of nine
houscholds residing in six homesteads, When Zahir's father
died his widowed mother continued to live together with her
five sons and thelr respective families, Subsequently, a number
of different problems arose between them and they decided to
divide the family into two households: the eldest and the youngest
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sons with their mother formed one unit and the other three
brothers formed another one, Afterwards, Zahlr, the youngest
son, who by virtue of his own hard work was able to improve
his position, formed a separate household, Gradually the

other three sons also formed separate housgeholds.

Unlike many other families which immediately after the
father's death divide into seversl separate households Zshir
followed a different pattern, At first they formed different

complex households and only then broke up into simple ones.

In tune with the domestic cycle not only the family com=
position changes but also the resource position of the house-
hold concerned changes, specislly while the father is still
alive, The examples discussed here highlight the plight of the
families of junior generatlons, if there are many siblings and
their father decides to partition his ancestral property cven
though sizeable before his death, Puring the expansion phase
of the newly independent households they experience the grea—
test hardship, It is then that these families turn to the
wife's kin for help and support. Therefore, this developnent
scquence helps to strengthen a man's affinsl ties during a
period when he experiences most stress in his agnatic relation-

ships,

4,4 women's lork Pattern

There exists a clear cut gender specific division of labour
in Natunpur, len work in the flelds and women in the home

conpounds, whatever a woman does in the home compound is
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generally considered as natural for her to do, Whenever a
man is asked what work his wife does he invariably answers that
she does nothing but housework . (gertocci, 1975). Since all
men and women alike In the village consider all women's work
as 'house work' it is essential to begin the anslysis of
women's work participations by examining the operations which
are classified ss 'housework', The importance of housework is
realised by the soclety but it is not recognised as productive
work nor is it remunerated, 1Its importance is realised by men
and women of Natunpur, If a wife dles before her husband, he
tries to get married again soon as he needs a woman to look
after the family., Previously a well-to-do man used to marry
more than one wife because he was worried who will be looking
after the housework., It ls found and believed in the soclety
that a household prospers only when thne woman of the household
is sincere and can work hard, A household with a hard working
woman and with efficient female management can ensure a cole
tinuing upwsard economic trend, The examples which show thus
have been dlscussed in earlier sections, In Bangladesh men
usually work in the fields while women do the post harvest
processing, storing etc, All sorts of such work is done by
women themselves or with their supervision, Thus women's
contribution and achievement in the household economy 1is very
important, It is not denied by their menfolk, but they gene-
rally think that women are destined to do the specific work

predetermined for them as a natural responsibility within the
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household compound, These are like every day necesslties of
life which have to be performed regularly as part of a daily
routine, Women's work 1s thus taken for granted and is not
considered something to be valued or remunerated, As the
work is not remunerated, it 1s not considered as productive,
.What women do is considered as only 'housework'. In what
follows, I discuss what women actually do, and whether it can

be termed as productive or unproductive,

women perform a variety of different tasks wlithin the
household context, The following charts show what kinds of
work women generally do in the household and who generslly
perform what type of work, Their work is divided into six
categories, Childcare, food preparations, and clea:lng may
be labelled indirectly productive or domestic work, while post
harvest processing, animal husbandry, sewlng, mat making and
such like activities rank as productive work, Though for ana-
lytical purposes it is useful to distinguish between these
different types of female work 1t is important to remember that
a voman frequently performs simul taneously several kinds of
activity, for instance, she may put fuel into the earthen hearth,
feed her child and keep an eye on the paddy in the compound so
that it dries properly, all at the same time., From early morning
till late at hight viilage woman are busy performing the dlffe-
rent tasks, A.Farouk and M. Al4i, (1975) in their study The Hard

working Pooralso found that women work longer hours at produc-

tive tasks than do men,
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It is not only men who are concerned about prestige
implications of their women's work participation, but the
women themselves also consider the effect of their work per-
formance on their status, wWomen explicitly consider childcare
and food preparation as personal and prlvate tasks, which do
not require going outside the inner compound of their home,
By contrast directly productive work like post-harvest proce-
ssing and animal husbandry necessitates more movement in and
around the outer compound of the house, Therefore, it is
regarded as less prestiglous, Those households who can afford
to employ other women to do such lower prestige productive
work get it usually done by older women, wlidows and divorcees,
To be able to keep women within the inner compound of their
homes is still reqgerded as prestige symbol except 1n a few cases
where educated women go out to perform prestigeous tasks like
teaching or other good salarled services, (Two women of
Natunpur are engaged in teaching, one in a school and the other
in a college,) For a woman to perform productive work in house-
holds outside her immediate kin is still regarded as the most
demeaning work for her to do, Yet an increasing proportion of
women from the poorest households are forced to undertake such
work, They become kamla, wage-earning labourers, When a woman
becomes a ksmla, she becomes free to work any where or for any
body. ler status becomes low, Generally from a household,
where the men have become kamla, the women also gradually attaln

the same status, Also deserted or widowed women from poor
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households, work as kamla, wherecas other women of those house
holds do not work in others' houses as kamla. Kamla women,
though they have only low status in society are the most mobile
women in the village. They enjoy most freedom of movement,

It is generally through them that village women of different
households come to know of different things happening in and
sround the village, Jean Ellickson, in her study of the
village Kolaidanga (pseudonym) found that women are dependent
on male members throughout their lives. As regards the women
of Bangladesh, she remarked, they "are ralsed as dependants
and lesrn to fear independence, as well they might., The only
relative independent woman is the middle aged or elderly widow
‘and divorced or abandoned women without adult male sons to
support them, Hers is a sad and desperate independence; her
previous training and experience have prepared her only for

dependence®., (1975:82),.

If we examine what women do as housework in their own homes
or in others houses, we can easily reslise how difficult and
hard their tssks are, and how efficient they have to be to manage
them all, A household's prosperity depends very much on the
efficiency of 1ts womenfolk, From chart 5, it is evident that
the indirectly productive tasks or the housework considered as
more intimste snd private orx personal sre those relating to
child care and food preparation, FPor child care the main res-

ponsibility lies with the mother but caring for the child,
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washing, feeding etc,, are done by its elder sister, or the
grandmother, if they live in the same household, The child
when grown up 8 little, plays with the children of the homes-
teads or the neighbourhood, The members around keep an eye

on the children while doing theilr housework. Mothers have to
keep track of their children, Generally, women are not very
worried or conscious about feeding their children regularly

at particular times., For the very small child, when they are
broast-fed, they give milk, whenever the child cries; they do -
not maintain any routine, It is often found that the child is
sucking its mother's breast while the mother is cooking, drying
crops or doing various other jobs, When the nursing mother
goes to work in others' houses she often carries the child with
her to the working place, The child lies while she works. If
there is ah elder daughter, she often looks after her baby
sibling, If the child is already a little older then it plays
with the children of the place, where her mother works, 1In a
wousehold with only one woman and not even children to help,
it is difficult for the woman to do all the household work
alone, Illousecholds without other helping women around, often
keep a small girl to look after the child, Often the children
of the neighbours play with the child and keep an eye on it

while her mother is otherwise busy,

Generally for the first delivery, the woman goes to her
natal home where her mother, sister, sister-in-law or other

women look after her baby and also after her well-being, The
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relative situation of both the households determines how long
she stays with parents, If a woman 1s not able *o go to her
parents home for her first pregnancy, generslly her mother or
sister or any other close female relative comes and stays with
her at least for a month or forty days after delivery, Among
Muslims, the baby and mother and the clothes and things used
by them are washed after 40 days of child birth and they are
then considered pure, For Hindus, the rule varies among
different castes and also different regions, But generally
the polluted phase lasts 30 days for baby girl and twenty one
days for a baby boy. Ior Muslims there is no such distinction

between the birth of baby boy or a baby girl,

Food preparatlion is another female responsibility, In a
complex household the daughter-in-law does the main cooking
while her mother-in-law and other female members help her in
cutting vegetables, fish and also washing and cleaning rice
and pulses before cooking, Grinding spices and cooking are
generally done by the daughter-~in=law, Serving food to all
the members of the household is also done by the daughter-in-
law, Children and men are served first, the women eat after-
wards, The daughter-in-law takes her food last, The elderly
women of the household may supervise the work done by the
daughter-in~law, they may instruct her as to whom to give what
portions of food or what type of food at what time, The house-

hold head, other men as well as male children are given the
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choicest items of food, Women, specially the mother eat what
is left over by the children and the men after every body has
finlshed eating. It 1s a great virtue 1f a woman can feed the
members of her household according to thelir taste and pre-
ferences, In the poor housecholds when men are not in a posi-
tion to earn money or crops as remuneration for thelr work, it
is expected that the women secure a loan or help of rice or
money from neighbours or kin and cook food for husband and
children, Women say that 'we cannot keep our chlldren fasting',
It is the women who mortgage their brass plates, etc, in time

of crisis to help the family survive, whatever income the poorest
women earn from different sources, like selling muthas, (made of
jute stick and cowdung used as fuel) paties (mat) or selling
labour to other houses or from growing and selling vegetables
etc., 1s spent on the basic necessitles of life, Sweeping and
cleaning the inner house is being done by the daughter-in~law,
washing of bed sheets, mosqulto-nets, kantha (quilt) etc. are
done by all the women of the household, Only in rich houscholds

they employ casual lsbour for doing these tasks,

Some jobs which can be termed directly productive are
also done by the women, They are very important and are
directly linked with production, Chart 5 shows how many types
of tasks are done by women in the household and how crucial
they sre, Chart 6 shows who usually perform these jobs, In

a complex household there are generally more women to perform
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these indirectly and directly productive tasks, but in simple
ones there are less women to do them, If the household
possegses more landed property, then there 1s lot of work for
women to do, They may employ outside women to help the female
household members or i1f they are very status concious, the
household women members may only supervise while the actual
work is done by outsiders, Thus the household's soclo-economic
condition helps to determine the nature of work for its women,
Along with the economic factor, kinship, samaj and neighbour-
hood also influence what work the women do where they do and

how they do,

The kind of work a woman does 1s influenced not only by
economic considerations but also by the position she occuples
in her life cycle, A young woman even among the poorest is
much more constrained in what work she can do than an older
woman, particularly if she is already s mother-~in-law, Wealthier
qusti households try to provide work within their qusti for
women of their poorer member households, If a woman works
outside the households of her immediate kin this reflects on
the whole gugti, However, although gusti honour and prestige
continue to represent strong soclal forces in Natunpur things
have bequn to change in this context, Extreme economlic hard-
ship and new opportunities brought in from outside Natunpur
together appear to result in changing values regarding women's
roles, In this context, it is relevant to relate the case of

Karim's qusti; women of that gusti living in the adjacent
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village comne in groups at dawn and return at dusk, so that

no villagers can see them, They work the whole day in diff-
erent households of Karim's gusti, They bring thelr children
with them and have their meals in Karim's gusti households.
These women from outside Natunpur usually work there only
during the harvesting season, Thus these women, even though
they go to work in a neighbouring village, keep thelr stetus
by working only for their own kin group., HMoreover, they are
not seen by many men as they travel at a time when it is dusk
and there are but few people on the roads, These are the ways

by which women are kept in the status trap,.

3ut severe economic hardship and new opportunities brought
some women to work even outside their kingroup, Hazi's grand
daughter works in different households as maid servant, even
in the households of the service holders who live in the village.
She was not given work by her kins for her misconduct., 5o for
her 1ivelihood she has to take work in others homes, specially
those, who are outsiders and service holders, Gradually she
is again given work by her kingroup., She got an offer to get
village defence training in Puthia, the thana head quarterx.
when she was selected for the training, Abed ilazl objected to
her participating in the programme, He feared that if she did
so his own social status would also diminish, lowever, since
some other women of the village also attended the training, he

did not object very strongly to the proposition, ilis grand
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daughter also stressed that there is nobody to provlde her
with work or food there, but there are people who act as
guardians of trsinees, She attended the training specifically
because during the training time, she received some mainte=
nance allowance, As result of this tralning Natunpur women
came in contact with several women from different villages,

which breadened their horizons.

As alrecady mentioned when the gustl is not able to provide
its needy members with work or financial support they start
working as kamls for their living, The poorest women have to
work hard to ensure their survival, They work in others houses,
mske muthas (jute sticks with cowdung dried in the sun, used
as fuel), prepare kanthas, mats made of date~leaves, grind
splces and thereby earn money, Chart 7 shows what type of work
women do and what remuneration they receive, A poor woman's
earnings are still below her subsistance requirements, Most
of them do not have any poultry, most of them do not have a
place where they can grow vegetables to sell. Their children
coliect cowdung from roads and fields for making mutha, because
nost of them do not have their own cows either, It is not
possible for a poor woman to support her family with the money
she can earn throughout the year, Chart 7 indicates she does
not have employment all the year round, Even 1f one were to
arrange things so as to have some employment the whole year
round, the problem would not disappear, The trouble is that

her earnings payment are not only scanty but also irregular;
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a woman sewing a kantha i1s not pald daily, she may not get
poid even when she finishes the order., The worker 1is pald
according to the employer's convenience, She earns on an
average about Tk, 1 to Tk, 1,50 per day. This hardly affords
her one meal, Thus the poor women's earnings are meagre and

marginal,

Jomen in rich and middle farmer households sell muths,
eggs, milk and vegetables grown in their own kitchen gardens,
wealthier women offer mortgage loans and often make forwaxrd
putrchase of sugarcane at half price before i1t is mature and
sell it in its ripe state, In these transactions women depend
on the intermediary service of their menfolk, They themselves
cannot negotiate with suppliers and/or buyers from outside
their own kingroup or the household, whichever is the larger
unit, The money these women earn, they use for buying plothes
and utensils as well as things for their children, They fre-

quently also invest in goats and calves,

An examination of female work participation in Natunpur
as a whole and three 29525 in particular should further help to
illustrate the relationship between what women do on the one
hand and the family type and kinship network in which they live
as well as their households soclo-economic standing on the
other, Tables 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21 show the distribution of
female labour force participation in the village, The tables
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here show the general work pattern of women and the relationw
ship between the employer and the employee., I begin by
discussing female labour force particlpation by economic
categories and household composition for Natunpur as & whole,
women in rich and big complex households have more work to do,
They have more agricultural products to be processed., They
have to cook at least thrice a day and more varleties of food,
They have to entertain more guests and at the same time on
social and also on religlous festivals, they have lots more to
do than thelr poor counterparts, They have more utensils to
¢clean and more clothes to wash, Over and shove that they have
kitchen gardens, poultry and domestic animals to be looked
after and cared for, On the other hand, the poorer households
with less or no agricultural lands have much less work to do

in their household, DBecause they generally take in the morning
the left over rice from the previous night or chapaties (bread
made of flour at home) or puffed rice locally known as murd

or chira (flattened rice) as breskfast, At noon they generally
cannot afford to have any food at all. while coming beck from
work, menfolk buy rice and other necessities for an evening
meal., The women then cook the food accordingly, They often try
to keep one handful of rice as an insurance for a rainy day.
This store helps them in case of any emergency, like if any
wnexpected guest comes or if on some days the main earning male
member is not able to go to work or cannot find any work or does

not receive his payment, 0On days like this the woman of the
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house cooks if she has been able to keep a few handfuls in
store, women sometimes sell rice thus accumulated for buying
other necessities for thelr children or themselves, As mel=
tioned earlier these women generally cook only once daily, They
themselves are not educated and there is no question of thelr
tesching their children, They have less food to cook, less
clothes for wash, practically no kltchen garden to look after,
nor any poultry or other domestic animals, Thus they have much
more time that can be utilised, Thelr daughters are also active

in the household work,

Tavle 17 shows 17 out of 110 households, that is 15 per
cent of the total in Natunpur do not have female ladbour relation-
ship within or outside; they do not employ any woman nor Go
their womenfolk work for others, Table 18 shows that of these
17 households, 70 per cent are from Beharipara and the remaining
30 per cent are from Natunpara. All the households of Satbhagl-
para do have some kind of female labour relationship with the
people of Natunpur. Seven per cent render work in other houses
as casual labour in the form of processing crops frying muri,
chira, washing clothes, etc, Rich and middle stratum women
employ others, Of these eight employing households, 75 per cent

are from Natunparas and only 25 per cent, from Beharlpara.

Kinship plays significant role in women's work participation.
Eight per cent of working women of Natunpur work in kins' houses
only; on the other hand, six per cent employ kin women permanently

and 24 per cent work for kin and neighbours reciprocally, Thus
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altogether 38 per cent have kinship connections in relation to
women's employment, Women from 16 households (15%) of Natunpur
have become kamla, i.e,, wage-earning women, Among them only
two are from the small farmer category and the remaining 14

are from landless households,

Twenty-four per cent of Natunpur households employ casual
women labour, It is evident from Table 17 that 18 per cent of
small simple farmers and 68 per cent of middle simple households
employ women casually for household work, In simple households,
vomen need extra hands, as they are not able to finish the work
by themselves, There are six (18%) small simple and one complex,
households who employ casual labour in Natunpur, It is inte-
resting to note here that the heads of these households are
engaged in salaried jobs, They omploy others casually to work
for them or rather to help their women, They consider their
status to be high and do not want to work reciprocally. Though
they fell intd the small farmer category and have kin in the
village, they employ casual labour; they do not need to have
anybody permanently in their house nor could they afford to do
so. The other one simple household also employs casual labour,
because the wife 1s not very hardworking and at the same time
her husband is one of the paramaniks of the village. The one
small farmer complex household also employs casual female workers,
because they have & business of turmeric powder, Though it is
only petty trading the women of the household are not sufficient

to do all the work. Three to four women always work together
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to prepare turmerlc powder, Kin neighbours and often also
kamla women work casually for them, Though 1t is a complex

- household with more women of working age, theilr demand for
labour is also greater, They are not in 3 position to employ

permanent lsbour, so they employ casual labour,

Table 18 indicates that in Beharipara 30 per cent, in
Natunpera, 38 per cent and in Satbhagipara 64 per cent of the
householdé?gggloyed kin group women, Satbhagipars households
are more concerned with employlng kin women, as all the house-
holds of the para belong to an old established gusti, Those
who have become very poor, work in other psras as well and have
become kamla, ©Only few women from Beharlpara work in kin houses,
liost of the households there are recent immigrants who have not
yet formed a gusti and many of them are not agriculturists,
Thirty six per cent of the Beharipara households do not develop

labour relationship with others outside their households,

In Natunpara (Table 19), three landless households have
not develeped women labour relationships. Two of those houss-
hold have thelr heads, engaged in service sector, and one has
it doing petty trading while the wife having primary education
is trying to get a job in faomily planning or other like orga-
nisation {(recently she has got a job with the social welfare
department as tralner for the women of the village mother's

club, she teaches them to knit woollen sweaters, etc, and to
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make blouses and dresses for small girls), The head of one
landless complex household is a carpenter, his son 1is in the
army, The household head of one small simple farmer household
mortgages his land, they have to struggle a lot to secure a
livellhood, 1Hils wlife has some education and comes of a well-

off family, When they were having bad days, she started teaching
Koran to the village women and children, She used to go to the
houses of her nelghbours in the para for this purpose, uonmen
from six i,e., 35 per cent small farmer households work in other
hiouses as casual labour, Five out of these six households are
new migrants, Though they have improved thelr economic condl-
tion, they do not have enough of kinship connectlons for recl-
procal labour., wWomen from 16 households (25%) work reciprocally.
Five per cent employ kin permanently; eight per cent work in kin
houses only, Nineteen per cent households have kamla women, among
the eight landless simple households in Nastunpara with kamla
women, only one 1s a recent migrant and all the other seven
households are old residents who have been in Natunpara for more
than three generations, They have relations, some of whom are
middle or even rich farmers, They try to get work in thelr
houses, but as the situation deteriorates, they are gradually
compelled to become kamla, Their household heads are also kamla.
The other two landless complex households having kamla women have
more than one woman to work in other houses, In one immigrant
house the wife's widowed mother is living and in another one there

is & deserted daughter,
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In Beharipars the situation is somewhat different with 36
per cent of the households having no labour relatlons among their
women (see Table 20), Of those 12 households 9 are landless.
Some of them sre petty traders. Some others pursue different
kinds of jobs, They do not need any female labour nor do thelr
womenfolk work outside their own homes. In 30 per cent of house-
holds women's employment 1s effected purely on kinship basis,
women from nearby villages also come to work in their kin's
houses, Only one woman, belonging to an immigrant household
works as kamla, while 25 per cent employ women as casual labour,
Of the four gustl households in Beharipara, two gustis (Hindu)
lease their lands out on sharecropping, They do not need to

hire much labour to assist them in their household activities,

As already mentioned, Satbhagipara is the oldest established
para within which all the households belong to the same gustl,
All of them have women labour-relations in one form or another,
Fifty per cent of the households work reciprocally whenever they
need the services of more female lsbour (see Table 21), Only
one small complex household employs casusl women workers, Mother-
in-law and the daughter-in-law live together in this household.
They need additional female lsbour to grind and process turmeric
powder which they sell in local markets. Three households are
landless in this para. The heads as also three women from these
households work as kamla, Those women work not only within thelr
own para, but also in other parts of the village. All the others
have small plots of lands; they can manage to live working within

their own para and gusti,

]
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Natunpara women employ foemale labour from other paras as
well, In Satbhagipara 22 per cent of women have become kamla,
they work even in Natunpara, All others are absorbed in the
psra within the gusti, It is important to note that as long as
the parents do not fall Into the kamla category and as long as
her qusti cen absorb her, no woman will work as a kamla, For
instance in PFaruk's house (small farmer, who teaches in a primary
school) one of his brother's daughters works on a permanent basis,
#io body in the village considers her a kamla. They say, "she
only helps her aunt in household chores", In Beharipara 34 per
cent of Beharlpara households employ female labour while wonen
from only 30 per cent households go out to work, There are not
many ksmla women in this para. Seventy-three per cent of the
landless households in this pars have diversified their economic
activities and are engaged in petty trade and various other
services, (see Table 133), women from these households, there-

fore, are not forced to take on low prestige work,

The preceding discussion indicates that though there 1s
apparently a demand for female labour 1t is generally regarded
as prestige loss if a women goes out to work, Yet eccnonmic
_necessity often forces women into the employment market, If
possible they prefer to work wlthin the gusti or sasmaj, a status
which is considered less demeaning than becoming a kamla. Only
those women whose households rank among the poorest, who have no

local custi or whose qustl cannot accommodate thelr labour
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services, become kamla workers, The intra-gustl employment of
women can thus be seen as a transitional arrangement, With
increasing number of women seeking employment more of them are
likely to become kamla, For these poorest women it is thus the
'push! that brings them into work participation, By contrast,
for educated women coming from wealthier households, it 1s the
'pull' of prestigeous occupations which attracts them and also

allows them to work outside their own home or even village,

4,5 Profiles of Three Village .lomen

since real life situations are much more powerful 1ililustra-
tions of social process than all the sophisticated theorising
I have decided to present here profiles of three village women
each representing a different type of female labour participation

in Natunpur,

Profile I

Ramala, (22 years old) a school teacher is the daughter
of a rich Hindu family., ASs an undergraduate she is one of the
very few educated village girls, Because of this her services
are in great demand, She was not only selected as member of
the Union Parisad (council) and secretary of the village lothers
Club but also acts as executive member of the thana level unit
of Jatiya Iighila Sanstha (National Women's Organisation)., She
regularly attends the weekly meetings of the Jatlya Mahila
Sanstha held at puthia. She 1s also supposed to attend the
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Union Parisad meetings, which are predominantly male gatherings,
According to governmental regulations there must be at least

two female members in every Unlon Parisad, This iIs the reason
why this particular Union Farlsad also has two female members
of whom Ramala is one, She has been told by the Union Parisad
Chairman that it 1s not necessary for her to attend meetings
reqularlys he assured her that he would inform her if her presence
was required in case of visits from dignitaries and such like
occasions, The Chairman regards Ramala as if she were his own
slster, as he has been a close friend of her brother for many
years, Therefore, his advice to Ramals cannot be taken to mean
that he does not like her or that he wants to avoid her; rather
it indicates his concern for her, He considers that her parti-
cipation in meetings where mostly men attend would adversely
affect her own socisl status and the prestige of her whole
family. Moreover, he regards the matters dlscussed at Union

Parlsad meetings to be decided only by men,

Ramala married recently and now lives 15 miles from
Natunpur, Though she already has a baby son she continues to
teach in the same school where she taught before she got married,
This means that she now has to travel daily 17 miles to the
school and back home again, Neither her parents-in-law nor her
husband object to her going out to work, There 1s generslly
high prestige attached to teaching. Therefore, her employment
does not diminish her family's prestige ranking, Her income
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is small and represents only a marginal addition to her fami

ly's resources; she spends it mainly on consumer goods,

The fact that Ramala has been able to maintain her repura-
tion even after having been employed outside her village and
also attending Union Parisad meetlngs has certalnly had an
indirect impact on other women's perceptions of their own roles
in society, As long as Ramala offers to accompany any Natunpur
woman or girl to Rajshahi for medical consultation, shopping or
any other purpose there is no objection raised, Thus Ramala's
prestigeous job as a teacher not only ‘pulled’ her into employ-
ment outside her village but also helped broaden the horizon of

an incressing number of other young Natunpur women,

Profile II

Basanti, a fourteen years old domestic servant works for
Gopal's family, who though not of the same gustli as her own is
yet related to her mother, She does all kinds of work in Gopal's
household and is formally considered as a family member; she
is not treated like a kamla, She resides with Gopal's family,
get®s her food and clothing there, but no monetary reward, ihen
once she was beaten for not doing a job properly she ran back
home, Subsequently, her parents were contacted by a Rajshshl
Hindu family who offered to engage Basanti for domestic work and
pay her Tk, 20 per month besides her food lodging and clothing,

Gopal became furlous when he heard sbout this proposition and
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threastened her parents, who were his clients, that he would
withdraw all help from them; he stressed that he would not be
prepared to contribute to Basanti's wedding expenditure when
the time would come, if she went to work outside Natunpur, He
was worried that her employment as domestic servant in Rajshahi
would not only adversely affect the prestige of her family but
would also reflect on his own, This threat made Basanti's
mother approach Gopal with her daughter and arrange with him to

take her back,.

This shows that marrlage chances are also important
considerations affectlng decisions in the context of female
labour participation, If at all possible poorer households
arrange for thelr unmarried girls to work for households within
their cqustl or those with whom they are somehow related, Often
those agirls who worked for related households before they got
married, become kamls when they get older, Thus the prestige-
saving decision by Basantli's famlly to forego the better terms
offered her in Rajshahi is likely to result only in delaylng her

kamla status.

Profile III

Amena, a kamla is the 55 years old wife of Samad, an elderly
landless lsbourer, He is no more able to do much hard work, ilis
wife as well as daughter called Maleka both turned to work as
casual labourers within thelr gusti ss well as in neighbouring

households, to help secure a minimum income for thelr family,
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They live in Satbhagipara where the one local gusti 1s not
able to provide work for all its women within its kin-

boundaries,

when Amena's son began working as agricultural labourer
he asked her to stop working in other houses, Amena, therefore,
stopped working outside her own house, Since neither her
brother nor her father asked Maleks to do likewise she con-
tinued to go out to work, Recently when Amena's son married
and established his separate household she began to work for
others again, this time as a kamlas being prepared to work for
any household disregarding family connections, Neither her
family nor the gusti could provide a livelihood for Amena, Thls
finally forced her to become a kamla, Her son had tried to
prevent her from becoming a kamls but when on marriage he
separated from his parental household his mother was forced to
trade in prestige considerations for a minimum of subslstance.
Those women who are already regarded of low prestlge, such as
destitutes and widows as well as deserted and divorced women,
thus find it easier to work as kamla, They need not worry
about further loss of status, since they are already at the

bottom of the prestige hierarchy,

4,6 Development Projects for Villaqe
Womeni A Mothers Club

In the preceding pages I have tried to discuss not only
the factors affecting Natunpur women's labour participation but

also their response to new opportunities., In this section 1
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outline and analyse the progress of the village Mothers Club,
which is part of the Rural Social Service (RSS) programme,

In 1978 the thana R,S.S. initiated & programme for rural deve-
lopment with the main objective of improving the conditions

of the poorer villagers, On an experimental basis Puthia thans
selected 10 villages from six Unions for the lmplementatlion of
these first R,S.S. programmes;* Natunpur was one of them, There-
fore, the thgna R,S.S. officers came to the village together
with one male and another female extension worker, They selec-
ted 17 villagers (15 men and 2 women) to form a Project
Committee, They also selected villagers o form one executive
committee for each of four project activities, namely: a
mothers club, a youth soclety, a soclety for the landless and

8 soclety for poor children, Since the mothers club 1is the
only one of these four project sctivities, aimed at involving

village women I focus on its progress in Natunpur,

The R.S.S5. had its object "to organise the dlsadvantaged
groups so as to give them the capaclty te think for themselves,
identify their problems, pinpoint their felt-needs and on the
baslis of these units of action to solve these problems, fulfill
these needs, principally on the basis of self-rellance with
the minimum of external (i.e, external to the community)
assistance including government help", (Rahman, 1979:180),
"Economic emancipation and economic participation are now

generally recognised as two of the most important pre-recquisites



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

291

for effective family planning programmes, Therefore, mothers

clubs were aestablished with the followlng objectlves:

(a) Involving rursl women in gainful economic activities
and help improving quality of 1life and thus achieving
status in the family particulsrly and soclety at large.

(b) Helping them develop leadership skills so that they
can play the role of change-agent in society.

(c) Equipping them with skills so that they can be
self-employed and supplement family income,

(d) Providing them with functional educatlion so that they
become aware of their problems and take necessary steps
towards solving them,

{e) Infusing the idea of family planning through infor-
mation, education, motivation and communication and
other supportive services, gradually motivate them to
adopt small family norms® (Rahman, 1979: 80),

The Mothers Club movement, if well organised and well directed
is undoubtedly one of the most effective programmes for rural
wvomen, Its formation and progress in Natunpur indicates the
pitfalls into which a village mothers club may run, It also
suggests a number of measures which may help to avold these

di fficulties,

Jsheda and Ramala, two educated young Nstunpur women from
middle and rich farmer households respectively were selected as
president and Secretary of the club, Both these women have been

and continue to be selected for several other such administrative
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positions, simply because of their higher education, The
club's executive committee 1s composed of nine selected female
villagers of whom the R.S.S., extension worker is one, All

these nine women have at least primary education, Thirty-seven
women jolned the Club of whom two thirds came from Natunpur and
the rest from nearby villages, Thelr age ranged from 10 to 60
years, Of the 24 Natunpur women 17 per cent were kamla workers,
while the others were working only in their own homes, Thirteen
of the Natunpur c¢lub members are unmarried of whom 64 per cent
have had at least some education, Except for one married woman
vho belongs to a rich househeld in Natunpur all the others
belong to the poorest strata. Of the 13 women from nearby village
23 per cent are unmarried, 38 per cent are deserted wives and

39 per cent are married women, all of them are from landless

familles,

A considerable proportion of the unmarried women joined
because they thought that membership would enable them to learn
sewing, knltting and such like skills which may enable them to
earn some income for themselves, The parents of these unmarried
girls did not object to thelr daughters joining the village
Hothers Club simply because Ramala and Jaheda, the two educated
and respectable young village women worked in it, Host of the
unmarried girls who come from upper strata households also con-
sidered that sewing and knitting would be attractive quallfications

for getting married, By contrast kamla and other poor women from
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individusl households without a gusti in the village jolined

the Club in the hope that it would help them get some work by
which to supplement thelr family income, The varlous groups
of women involved in the running of the Fothers Club, thus each
had its specific expectations even though those were not

properly articulated,

The thana office presented the Natunpur Mother's Club with
a sewing machine, Since the Club lacked lts own quarters the
new sewing machine was placed in the home of Jaheda, the
prgsident. This arrangement enabled the domestic servant in
Jahoda's family to learn sewing and subsequently to get small
orders from villagers, thereby earning some cash, However,
this servant remained the only Club member who untll recently
hes utilised this machine to lesrn sewing, The problem here
was that Jaheda's mother, who is a respectable widow made it
known that she does not like all sorts of women to come to her
home to learn how to use sewing machine, She particularly
regarded women from recently immigrant households well below
her own social status, All of Jsheda's brothers and sgisters
are educated; she herself teaches at a local private college,
within Natunpur Jadeda's spatial mobility is restricted like
that of all other women, But she can readily go to Rajshahi in
connection with her job and can also travel to Dhaka regarding
her official responsibilities, Her family who belongs to the

upper strata tries to keep aloof from other villagers,



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

294

Neither Ramala, the Club Secretary nor Jaheda its president
had much idea about the precise programme the Club should follow,
nor did the R.S.S. Project Committee know what should be done
elther, Therefore, before the Club ever got off the ground it
fell into disarray. When the ReS5.S5. officers realised this
they tried to help the poorest villagers directly by giving them
suall loans to help them initiate some income generating acti-
vitye Tk, 4,000 were thus distributed in Natunpux among 16 poor
women, 13 landless men and 4 poor young men, This money was
handed out to enable some of the poorest households to invest
in goats or establish petty businesses, Though some of the
reciplents of these loans used the cash for purposes of cone
sumption instead of investment, most of them did start one or
the other new income~earning activity, which helped in improving

their household income and levels of living.

To revive the Mothers Club a leadership training programme
at Dhaka for Natunpur women's Club was planned in 1980, For a
number of reasons the date of this training had to be postponed
at the last minute, Since the news of this postponement did
not reach Natunpur in time two of the selected women set off
from the village: Soma the 35 year old wife of a petty trader
who is relsted to one the rich Hindu families in Natunpara and
Safura, a 55 year old woman who belonged to a landless household
but was relasted to Karim in the village, travelled together with

two men {(one village extension worker and one Project Committee
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member) to Dhaka, On their arrival there, even though their
training programme had been postponed, the chief of the women's
development programme arrsnged an adhoc programme for them,
This included a visit to Karika (handicraft shop) as well as
other places where women werc making different kinds of craft
articles, they were also shown women receiving training in

poultry farming etc.

This experience helped to brosden thelr village horizon
and enthused them so much that on their return to Natunpur they
took the initiative to put new 1life into the local Mothers Club,
AS a result they were chosen a few months later teo particlpate
together with three other Natunpur women in a 'village Defence
Training' programme which was held in Puthia, the thana head-
quarters, There they listened to talks on how to establish
peace and maintaln hammony in villege soclety and also on the
need of literacy and family planning, Subsequently, Sufura
started a literacy programme for a group of women in Beharipara
where she herself lives and Soma did the same in Natunpara, where
she resides, They managed to raise some money and with it they
bought two maunds of wheat when prices were low with the inten-
tion of storing the wheat and ﬁelling it when prices were to rise,
They olso procured from the Unlon Parisad a set of books wiich
they had received from the UNICEF, Recently, Soma got a job

as a trainer of Social welfare work., She has now taken the Club's
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sewing machine inte her own home, where a number of the

unmarried girls come to learn how to sew,

These two sub-clubs of the village Mothers Club have now
been in exlstence for almost one year, Though they are still
in their infancy they show promise of success, They are more
likely to become accepted features of village women's lives
simply because they are in tune with the established parawise
social organisation in Natunpur. Also unlike Ramala and Jaheda,
who were selected for their leadership roles because of thelr
higher education without any training in how to run a Mothers
Club, Soma and Safura spontaneously organised the literacy
training for women after having learnt about various training
programmes during their visit to Dhaka, Though Soma and Safura
have had only primsry education, while Ramala and Jaheds have
tertiary education, the former two appear to have much more
innate leadership cualities. In a village like Natunpur where
women's behaviour is taken to symbollse their kingroup's pres-
tige and where they are expected to remaln within the inner
compound of their homes it is not easy to find very many capsble

leaders for a Mothers Club,

The account of Natunpur's Mothers Club indicates that
development programmes for rural women sre more likely to
succeed if they are designed within the framework of existing
social institutions, (such as the para or samaj), if they
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involve commlitted women with leadership qualities and lastly,
if these women can broaden thelr horizon and are given the

freedom to develop thelr programmes their own way.
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CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION

In this thesis I attempted to discuss the changing pattern
of women's behaviour in rural Bangladesh, In analysing the
field data I collected in Nstunpur village, it soon became
obvious that it is impossible to study women in isolation from
the overall society of which they are an integrsl part, To
understand why and what of women's activities 1 also had to
investigste the dynamics of the overall socio-economlc change

in the village,

Natunpur's settlement history helps to explain present
social patterns., There is a clear distinction between old
established households who have been residing in Natunpur for
more than two generations on the one hand and more recent lmmi-
grants on the other, The former have had time to develop a
wider kinship network within the village and have formed minimal
lineages, i.e,, gustis. By contrast the latter usually reside
in individual households without belonging to any larger kin
group, Though the individual gustis are not economically homo-
geneous they represent groups that share a common identity and
are concerned with thelr collective honour, As a steppingstone
to full membership of the village society, individual imnigrant

households are grafted onto the local gamaj].

doth old and new settlers in Natunpur consider land as the

most important asset, A household that can produce sufficient
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crops to meet its own staple food requirements throughout the
whole year is generally regarded with respect., However, the
distribution of land is highly skewed: six per cent of the
wealthiest households own 40 per cent of the cultivable land,
while 70 per cent are landless or small farmers. The changing
fortunes of individual households appear to be a function of
population growth and access to non-agricultural sources of
income, which in turn is linked with a network of soclal rela-
tions that reach outside the village, This helps to explaln
why the oldest residential para, nemely Satbhaglpsra represents
the poorest area of Natunpur. Population growth over the
generations has resulted in contilnuous sub=division of land
among households there and consequently farm units are no more
viable, Moreover, these longer established village households
lack the contacts with the wider economy to ensure them access

to sources of non-agricultural income.

In Beharipara most of the residents are récent immigrants
with a trading background, They are engaged in a variety of
occupations, Natunpur attracts these people because of its
easy access to transport snd a good communication network, and
because it has a trading tradition, having previously been a

market place,

Most Natunpur houscholds that own land look after it

themselves; only a few of the wealthier farmers have thelr land
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sharecropped, while some small farmers also do so, simply
because they lack the necessary farm equipment, A large pro-
portion of those who sharecrop within Natunpur actually reside
outside the village, Mortgages provide the process whereby

land changes hands; contigencies or emergencles often force
farmers to raise credit by mortgaging all or part of their lands,
If the debtor is unable to repay the lpan the mortgage 1s fore-
closed and the land passes into the hands of the creditor
(Bailey, 1971:82), Not only shortage of cash but also, in some
cases lack of farm implements and/or labour is responsible for
the economic decline of individual households, Reciprocal labour
arrangements with kin and neighbours provide one possibillty to
overcome peaked shortages of labour, specially among the middle
and small farmers., The larger farmers manage to engage casual
labour and pay for it in kind or cash, Speclally during paddy
harvesting, middle and small farmers generally pay the remune-

ration in kind,

Those small farmers who lose their mortgaged land to their
creditors, elther continue theilr activities on land by sharecro-
pping it or turn to petty trade, Two thirds of Natunpur small
farmers and landless labourers are set on a downward economic
trend, Cnly a small proportion of all the households are now
better off then thelr parents were, However, even these house~
holds are likely to face declining fortunes in future when the

next generation takes over and the property is subdivided among
all the helrs,
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It is specifically interesting to note that land has now
a volue over and above its economlc contribution, Though non-
farm income in these days is an essential addition to crop
production by individual households, prestige is awarded mainly
on the basis of landholding, Prestige and honour are concepts
basic to both Muslim and Hindu societies. Those who do not have
prestigious background attempt to gain status not only by
acquiring lands on mortgages, but also by pious behaviour. This
means going on pilgrimages to Mecca, establishing mosques in
the village and, no less important, arranging for the women in
the household to observe strict purdsh, Women's behaviour
reflects the status of the household, On the other hand, ilindu
and Muslim women getting educated, are influenced by moderni-
sation and urbanisation, They observe only the behavioural

aspect of purdah,

Women's behaviour is seen to symbolise not only the prestlge
of their own household but also of thelr whole gusti. It is
the collective honour of the cgusti which is threatened by -.
women's unacceptable behaviour. Thus when a Hindu girl married
a Muslim'boy, the whole Hindu community of the village and
around were as a repercussion, shocked and their women's mobi-
1lity in the society was curtailed., Some of the Hindu families

even stopped their girls going to school for secondary education,

Thus kinghip 1s a cruclal component in the determination of

the norms of women's behaviour, The young girl before har
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marrisge 15 a member of her paternal kingroup while on marrlage
she joins her husband's kingroup, when she does so the young
couple usually live as part of s complex fsmily. Therefore, the
young wife has to adjust not only to her mother-in-law but also
to her sister-in-law and other members of the household, She
has to conform to the existing value system as regards women's
behaviour, This often results in intra-familial tension and
leads to 1ts break up into individual households, Durlng this
time, the property she inherited from her parentsl source is
added to the share in her individual household, Under Muslim
law, a Muslim woman has the right to inherit parental property.
Generally as long as father 1s alive daughters do not claim
parental property., It is considered a disgraceful act for the
daughter to take her share in parental property just after her
father's death, whereas sons usually get thelr shares just after
the division, Generally, the daughter vests in her brother

the landed property she inherits after her father's death,

In lleu of it the sister enjoys the right to come and stay for
sometime at her paternal home once or twice a year, Whethér

or when she may c¢laim her inheritance depends very much on the
soclo=~economic condition she finds herself in after her marriage.
A voman tries to keep her personal assets with her own parents
until she establishes her own independent household, At that
point in time a transfer often takes place of her property from

her father's to her husband's household, She, therefore,
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contributes considerably to the setting up of her husband's

household,

However, it must be noted that women are not a homogeneous
group; they are differentlated by age, soclo-economic background
etc, Yet the model role of a Natunpur woman is for her to
remsin within the shelter of her own home, UWomen are expected
to 1ive in seclusion and to observe purdah, Furdah system is
a kind of mechanism through which the honour of the kingroup
is observed, The extent of spatial and behavioural constraints
on women decreases as they pass through thelr life cycle, ©On
the other hand, the older women are expected to follow religious

rules more firmly than young ogirls,

The 'bounded® world within which Natunpur women live forges
strong ties among them, These tles often even cut across the
religious division between Muslims and Hindus and friendship
end/or ficticlous kinship relations develop, Thus they move
around among their own network of relatlionships., The pressure
of economic hardship has, however, affected women's behaviour,
Though the norms remain Iin tact, what women actually do nNov=a-
days contsins the seeds of change, The pauperlsation of an
increasing number of Natunpur housecholds is forcing some women
to work as casual labourers, As long as they can do so for
their own gustl households the prestige of the kingroup remains
unaffected, The gusti is regarded as the private domain within

which women can move freely, In Natunpur the constraints on
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women's behaviour are more linked with kinship rather than
with spatlal considerations, The case of the women of the
nearby village who walk daily to and from Natunpur to work as
casual labourers exemplifies this point, Since they work for
one of their own gustl households the fact that they move

between the villages is not considered as demeaning.

The emphasis on the collective honour of the gusti puts
pressure on its wealthier members to help their poorer kin and
thereby prevent their women from working for households outside
their qusti. iowever, the incressing immiserisation of a
growing number of Natunpur households forces more and more
women to work as kamla, l.e. wage labourers in the open market,
The daily wage of Tk, 1,50, a kamla woman earns hardly buys for
her one simple meal, The poorest women who are kamlas use their
income as additlion to their otherwise deficient household re-
sources, Without male support it is pretty difficult for a
wonian to maintaln her family, This applies even to women of
middle or rich families, The better-off women who are often
engaged in offering credit on mortgaged assets or in buying and
selling crops of sugarcane are also dependent on the mediation
done by thelr menfolk, Only the few educated women who work
as teachers are not in a directly dependent relationship with
their male kin, Thelr education and occupation yleld them and
their respective households prestige, These professional young

women are thus 'attracted' to take up employment as teachers
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and the like, By contrast, the poorest women are 'pusghed’

by poverty into working as kamla,

There is thus the beginnings of a movement towards more
formalised female particlipation in the lsbour force at both
the extremes of socio-economic differentiation: the wealthier
and educated women are °'pulled' into employment, while the
poorest are 'pushed' into seeking additional income,

However, the large bulk of Natunpur women still live thelr
lives within the domestic arena. Though women's mobility
within and outslde the village has increased, there exists
still 3 distinct difference between a daughter and a daughter=
in-law, A young woman faces fewer constraints in her own natal
home than she does in her affinal household, Prevlously, only
Hindus in Natunpur paid dowry on marrlage., Now-a=days Muslims
also do so and there is an increasing trend noticeable in this
context, The bigger the dowry the higher the respect given to
the young bride in her sffinal home, GEven the poorest house-
holds go into debt just to provide their daughters with a rea-
sonable dowry. Without these, girls would be doomed to remain

unmarried,

It is evident that all Natunpur women, except for the two
well educated who work outside the village, live within a
‘bounded universe' and venture outside the village only on

social occasions when they sre accompanied by their male kin
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or older female relatives, This 'bounded universe' is
continuously being re-inforced by intra-village socio~economic
stratification which re-emphasises the existing prestige
hierarchy, Moreover, it is perpetuated also by the lack of
income earning opportunities outside Natunpur, Thus the study
illustrates the complex inter-dependence between women's roles,
their family and kinship setting with associated status con-
cepts, ag well as their soclo-economic background, A change
in one of these intrically intertwined varisbles results in

ripples of changes running right through the village soclety.
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