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A serious anthropological study into the history and culture of Bengal will perhapsreveal
significant facts abou rigour of the distinctive social and religious practices of Eastern
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India, which kept its tradition so much apart from the Aryan vedic tradition of Northern
India. This distinctive social tradition which permeated even the later Brahmin-dominated
society of Bengal, should be studied properlyin order to discover the roots and history of
Bengali culture, which still distinguishes Bengalis from the peoples of other parts of
India.( Samaren, 1981 : 23)
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There is sufficient evidence in copper plates as well as in the texts and traditions to suggest
that there was developing within the sub-regions of Bengal a more homogenous local
culture. These local cultures were expressed in the material culture with distinct
agricultural implements, housing types and forms of village organization. They were
reflected in caste distributions and social practices within families. At various times these
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differences have been observed in religious distributions with Buddhists, Brahmanas,
Chaitanya Vasisnavas and Muslims. (TG, 050 : V)
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The Bengalis were religious but they had hardly shown interest for religious reasond only.
Due to the infiltration of a lot of popular elements in their religion and festival there has
been a growth of tolerance among the different communities and people have learnt to
respect each other’s religion. (Muntassir, 1996 : 13)
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Festivals of Bangladesh &tZa <R SfepqEa =« FTaces :

Festivals tell us a lot about a nation- its history and tradition, religious beliefs and cultural
patterns, ways of life and aesthetic development. Bangladesh is a new country but an old
land. It has been a part of a changing whole known as Bengal. Its history goes back to over
three millenia. It is home to Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Christians and followers of other
faihs. Peoples of various ethnic origins live here. It is no wonder, therefore, that the
festivals of Bangladesh should reflect this diversity. (Anisuzzaman, Foreword)
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