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9. Mr. sudarshan: Can you kindly tell us something of the background of your

short stories and how they originated?
The Poet: It was when | was quite young that | began to write short stories. Being a
landlord | had to go to villages and thus | came in touch with the village people and
their simple modes of life. | enjoyed the surrounding scenery and the beauty of rural
Bengal. The river system of Bengal the best part of this province, fascinated me and
1 used to be quite familiar with those rivers. | got glimpses in to the life of the people,
which appealed to me very much indeed. At first | was quite unfamiliar with the
village life as 1 was born and brought up in Calcutta and so there was an element of
mystery for me. My whole heart went out to the simple village people as | came in
close contact with them. They seemed to belong to quite another world so very
different form that of Calcutta. My earliar stories have this background and they
describe this contact of mine with the village peopie. They have the freshness of
youth. Before | had written these short stories there was not anything of that type in
Bengaii literature.
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