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language 1s so automatic and natural that we pay no more attention to it than we do to
our breathing or to the beating of our hearts.” ™
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s wmenfes =@ 1 LEONARD BLOOM FIELD ®ra et 0, ‘Language plays
a great part in our life. Perhaps because of its familiarity, we rarely observe it , taking it
rather for granted, as we do breathing or walking. The effects of language and
remarkable, and include much of What distinguishes man rom the animals, but
language has no place in our educational program or in the speculations of our
philosophers.” ™
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‘a System of communication consisting of a set small parts and a set of rules Which
decide the ways in Which these parts can be combined to produce message (hat have
meaning. Human language consists of wards that are usually spoken or written.” ™
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communication by inarticulate sounds used by lower human communication, as gesture
or facial expression, hand signing, etc.” ™
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‘e Language as a rule-governed human communicative system.

® |anguages proper, that s, individually named varieties and their subvarieties (dialect,
Jargon, lingo, slang, patots, argot, ....).

® Language as a cultural System.

® [language as the functions that it performs Symbolic, ritaal, instrumental, phatic,
. - A A . . Y
lingua, franca, (Language of Wider Communication), etc.
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