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In 1201 he left Bihar with a large body of horse and marched so rapidly
against Nadiya, the Capital of Bangla that when he arrived at the City,
only eighteen of his Companions had been able to keep pace with him.
Nadiya was partly deserted at his time, and the Muslim commander and
his eighteen companions were able to pass through the city gates
unchallenged as horse dealers from the north. Reaching the Raja’s palace
on the banks of the Ganges, they cut down the guards. But Raja
Lakshaman Sena escaped through a pastern gate by boat.™

O AEE oI grrel B, qeeicy Wi Ifenm Reda qukey oo
AT

ST 4T TN B BMgre e SR AES TA Sy T SRR Oy
fee1, fog IR Gy P53 oPoite oot | ol @ sy wfema arearg) csfifemfge,
(12 ANCAZ @2 O A1 T8 O O I§ W ¥ §iewt sifmfeee ) ore e
TR W4T (@ S Am SfdAifee, 9o AT AP AR e e wef OrRr A
FfAAEET | TSR T (T TIT ST SRATRrew, o3 IUFSANTT I G777 TFw)
%leb

SR (TR HPTAINCE IRy STIeT 8 Feghs 9 @ AT @Ay o7 (offrm | 9% wRg
e =i (7 JoE RSy Aegiers igeld Sfafie zwrg | viwl el et
‘History of Bengal® &g @ 7% g 3547 ¢

Certain it is that the literature of the Sena period and the religious texts
and practics of the later phases of both Hinduism and Budhism
occasionally betray a degradation in ideas of decency and sexual morality
which could not but seriously affect the healthy development of moral and
social life.”
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The evidence indicates that after any major change in political power,
religious persecutions tended to follow presumably to stamp out allegiance
to the new. In some instances the old literature was suppressed and
actively discouraged for the same reason. Scholars believe, for example,
that when the Sena dynasty succeeded the pala kings, Buddhists were put
to the sword.™

TR I FTRCSTA TOGTAT > W, S WY NHASIRY AR Koy oresird wife
AT | TSRy TeIdE W Afgeeitm W S gew weondey witg | TSESad
TGS T (B Wiy foiew ©, SeTely SEIvTd IR

sifE iRrer (@ oty gaefie «F [Eue i oy dvfers feer, oimig arear
Aifgrera 3feqieT TRy Ay sifafe

R QW *ISIRITe THTHIIT T Il 0T Ol e @ AN @I @
THIFIT QL A% MRG0 7T QW | @ TAET Qe THaeiay &2 9o zeafee
ETIF-RE 0 | AT A 1R, T (B8 00 AR 7 6 I AP (A
@ THTSIAT SRS @ epfere fed, aua «iel G weTey T8 e
T | @ T PETS] TN SfSe

The legeds which the Mongol poems certain are old, though few of the
poems themselves seen to be earlier than the fifteenth century, it is certain
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that they were passed down orally over many centuries before being put
by particular writer into the from in which we have then to day. The dating
of a particular version of the poem does not necessarily reflect the dating
of the legend itself.*"
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The lot of the Hindu population in Fakhruddins time was not very enviable

for “they are mulcted” says Ibn Batuta, of half of their crops and have to

pay taxes over and above that.*®
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And yet what Emperor Akbar had accomplished in the course of fifty
years of his reign was a remarkable feat. Apart from his conquests and
consolidation, the mere fact that he encountered rebellious forcess lined up
against him on as many as hundred and forty four occasions shows the
tremendous and overwhelming odds against which he was working
complete success in a vast Empire of Akbar’s size can seldom be achieved
specially when one is working under the medieval conditions of 16™
century Hindustan. But the extent to which Emperor Akbar did succeed is
equally rare.”
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The Rajah (Man Singh) united ability with courage and genius with

strenuous action; he administered the province excellently; the refractory
became obedient.”
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The history of the years 1575-1594, is a sickening monotonous tale of

local offensives with varying results but no final decision, and the

temporary expansion and retreat of the imperial power, while the weak

and innocent suffered at the hands of both the parties.®®
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The pre-colonial South Asian Society was marked by a developed class

structure, with in which two major contradictions stood pre-eminent : One,

the contradiction between the suling class and the peasantry, arising out of

the demand for tax-rent; and the other, between the ruling clas ad
Zamindars, resting on the conflict over the sharing of the surplus.®
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The Dihidars... originally entered into contract with the government and
they were given the right to collect revenues of some specified territories
or their promise to pay stipulated sums of money to the state.”’
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There are also instance where the poets and writers are found criticising
the administration in strong terms. This type of criticism is noticeable in
the writings of Mukundaram, the well-known poet of the sixteenth
century. The poet has given an account of the oppressive rule of local
officers, the revenue agents and collectors in North Bengal during the
subahdari of Raja Mansingh.*
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Mukunda Ram’s description gives only professional classes and throws
light on the occupational groups of the Muslims.”
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The poet gives some more information of the Brahmins society.

According to him, Rarh Brahmins and Varendra Brahmins were regarded

as kulins in their society at that time. The Rarh Brahmins belonged to

West Bengal proper which was knows as Rarh. The Varendra Brahmins

had their home in North Bengal called Varendra in the Hindu time. Again
among these kulins, Rarh Brahmins held a position of superiority.”
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On arriving at the Jahen, Jaherera sweeps the thanas, the naeka asks the
bongas i.e those personating the gods, for the things they have brought,
and places them on a mat. He next proceeds to ask them questions, a
proceeding which probably was originally an attempt to find out
something about the coming year.
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