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The Rajbansis and Baruas of Chittagong are also Burmcese descent
but their origin is not purely Burmesc ........... they have adopted
Hindu customs and the Bengali Languages. Both Rajbansis and

Baruas live in the plains ........ . The District Census report returns
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the nunber of Burmese Rajbnansis at 10.852 and of Baruas at 381.

They are offspring of Bengalee women by Burmese men and they

have adopted Hindu Coustoms and Bengali Languages.™
ToifESw ST SIS T4 T, I A afefrs zam o iy (ISR AWSIR) Q4T A
i e T 9 T | QLA R S s, SR SiRarioEcs i 0 erad
A0 | Hunter-93 3fRe ©25 (906 Sl I, ©99 LT (Sob¢+950) 53,300 & TEl
% fom | ol T3 SR 3 | wid ‘Assam District Gazetteer’ -9 @b, 980 TH
oFE G2 9,005 T T TSN A AT (@A TG TR A Trgd Qs
2 1 O ¢ TG OIS ({weierl | AR SR GRS W1 (Magh) T Sfelke
=1 7@ | WS fETe W (Magh) 1 99 {0 To14 > 0 IEe T IS [EOIATE a *=f6
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o W TG ATA AR (ST G T | TS AR T (7, TSN @ IGAN AN
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Tfeg Arthur P. Phayre <&@ ———-

It (Magha) is given to them (Arakanese) by the people of Bengal
and also to class of people now found mostly in the district of
Chittagong and who called themselves "Rajbansi’. The Latter claim
to be of the same race as one dynasty of the Kings of Arakan and
hence the name they have themselves assumed. They are Buddhist
in religion ; their Language now Bengali of Chittagong dialect ; and

they have a distinctive physiognomy but it is not Mongolian.™
B, W.W. Hunter I5R€T @ I8H1 (% SOIBITIACE SIFRATA] IHIES 08 (0
AT S | TS Arthur P, Phayre SoRef (% @eiiBlie SRIPIRR (FICTN4F
TIeTa A4 T LA FACENS O TN F QAT (AT ASTICT N A f | STl
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The Rajbansi or Barua Maghs are the offspring of Bengali, women

by Burmese men or more generally of Arakanes mother by Bengali

father. They live in plains, where they have settled down. to

advocation simillar to those of the people among whom they dwell :

and they are largely employed as cooks in Calcutta. They have

adopted Hindu customs and the Bengali Language.”

Sofase By Al WE, @, W.W. Hunter ISR 8 I97 (@wRCS IR S5 A

(SR fFrem Saiwre sfefke Teared | Arthur P. Phayre’™ I@¢ O SR e
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Arakanese disclaim the name and apply it only to the Products of

mixed marriages on the Bengal frontier.”
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complexion, wavy and aboundant beard and mustache.

The People were mixed race the descendants of Arakanese, who whom their Kings held
Chittagong during the seventh century, had married Bengali wives. Arthur P. Phayre,
History of Burma, op.cit.,

D.G.E. Hall, Burma op.cit., p. 47
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Dr. S.L. Baruah, 4 Comprehensive History of Assam (New Delhi : Munshiram
Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd. 1985), p. 671

The Baruas used to be appointed in consideration of merit. The majority of the Baruas
were connected with the department of Supply. A few however had local administrative
duties. The barua had Control over the paiks ; ¥, WY 3 GIgH, &% [bar, 4. 04

Sir Edward Gait ; History of Assam (Calcutta : Thacker, spink & co.), p. 195

Sir Edward Gait, Ibid, p. 110, 195
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4. lts Content is oral (Usually verval) custom related or matcrial

pr——

s, It is traditional information and transmission
¢. Itis existed in different versions
d. It is usually anonymous

e. It tend to become formularized
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On Upasatha day laymen dress in their best clothes and such them arc

religiously disposed abstain from trade and worldly amusement and take

upon themselves the uposatha vows, that is to say, go Lo a Pricst and make

their witnes of their intentions to keep the eight silas during the day™.
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It is also observed as a ceremony for the performance of which people

gather together in the place where religious discussions are held on certain

day of the month for general well being of the comumunity®.
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