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The earlier phase of Islamic contact with India goes bsck to the etghth century;
but it was little more than prelude. In fact Islam began to take root only with
Mahmud of Ghazna whos Indian policy was continued by his successors and,
later, members of other dynasties; though all were Turkish, they brought the
Persian Language and customs of India with their courts,”
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Poetry also flourished during the period of the decline and fall of Saljuq rule,
but the forms perfectedby the old masters were already dying out and poetry

. . . . . 9
was developing in an entirely new direction.?
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When Sa’di is described (as he often) as essentially an ethical poet, it must be borne in

mind that, correct as this view in a certain sense undoubtedly is, his ethics are

. - . Mo
somewhat difierent from the theories commonly professed in Western Europe.
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