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September 1956 on the occasion of return of Javid Igba!
from England Mrs. Doris Ahmad and Munira Begum
eceiving him at Lahore
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Liijt 4-J1i? j pSIa o

September 1949 Mrs. Doris Ahmad and Munira begum
on the deck of the ship at Karachi bidding farewell to

Javid Igbal \“hen he proceeded to England for Higher
studies
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1951 Mrs. Doris Ahmad and Munira Begum along with
other Ladies on the occasion of the visit of Mohtarma

Fatima Jinnah to Javid Manzil.
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___lgbal:PoetPhilosopher ofPakistan, (Pakistan Review, I, 2, 1954)

Bashir Ahmed Dar, Letters ofi1gbal, (Igbal Academy, Pakistan, Lahore,
2rd Edition 2005)

R. M. Chopra, Article: Igbal's contribution of Persian poetry and
thought in the twentieth century, Journal: sndo-iranica: The quarterly
organ of the Iran Society, Volume 55, Number 1-4, 2002, (Iran Society
Kolkata, India)

. Doris Ahmed, 1qbatl as 1 /chow him, (Igbal Academy, 2IlJ Edition, 2001)

Dr, Khurshid Anwar, Epistomology oflgbal, (Iqbal Acadamy Pakistan,
1¢ Edition, 1996)

. Khurram Ali Shatique, lgbal: An illustrated biography, (Iqbal Academy

Pakistan. 2rd Edition, April 2007)

Mohammad Suheyl Ummar, i1gbal and Modern Era, (Igbal Academy
Pakistan, 1st Edition 2006)

Dr, Moizuddin, The world of Igbal: A collection of papers, (Iqbal
Academy, Lahore, 1¢Edition, 1982)

Muhammad Legen Hausen, comtemporary topics of Islamic thoughts,
Islamic Culture and Relations Organisation, (Fil’St Edition 2000, Al
Hoda International Publisher, Iran, Theran)

Shams-u- Rehman Farooqi, How to Read Igbal?, (Igbal Academy,
1st Edition 2007)

Sheikh Abdul Qadir, 1gbal : The Great Poet of Islam, Edited by
Mohammad Hanif Shahid, Sang- e - Meal Publications, (Lahore, 1987)

M. Saeed Sheik, shudies in 1gbals thought and Art, (Bazm -e- Igbal
Lahore, 1972)

Shahid Hussain Razzaqi, Discourses of Igbal, Igbal Academy Pakistan,
2nd Edition, 2003

Dr, Tassaduq Hussain Raja, lgbal; A cosmopolian Poet, (Iqbal
Academy, 14 Edition, 1996)

www.jahoon.com/igbal/iab woman, htm

www. en. wikipedia. org/wiki/victoria
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1 A. R. Tarig, Longer Poems of Igbal, translated from Urdu Poem of

Bang-e-Dara, (Lahore, 1978)
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Edition 2004)
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PREFACE

The present thesis is submitted in fulfilment of requirement for M. Phil
Degree in Persian Language and Literature from Persian Department of Dhaka

University, Dhaka, Bangladesh,

My journey of learning Persian began some twelve years back when |
stepped in National Institute of Modern Languages, Islamabad, Pakistan on 5th
of January 1997, to attend Diploma in Persian Language Course. From then
onwards this journey is going on. Many milestones came in my way. In 1999, |
completed M.A. Persian from Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad. In year
2000, | attended a refresher course at Tarbiat-e-Modarras University, Tehran,
Iran. In year 2004, | did M.A. Igbaliat from Islamia University, Bahawalpur,
Pakistan. In year 2007, my fate brought me in Dhaka, as my husband
Mohammad Shahbaz Tabassum at present is serving in Pakistan High
Commission for Dhaka, Bangladesh. So, | got the opportunity to continue my
studies by doing the M.Phil programme in Persian Language and Literature
from Persian Department of Dhaka University, the Oxford of Asia. Now with the
grace of God | have completed my M. Phil and this thesis titled Naqushe-
Zanan DarAhwal o Afkar o Aasar-e-Igbal" that is “Role of Women in life, works
and thoughts of Igbal", is being submitted to get the M. Phil Degree. Following

are some reasons for selecting this topic. 44859

a. Dr Allama Mohammad Igbal has always been a source of
inspiration and great motivation, not only for being the national
poet of Pakistan but a great poet of East. | got chance to learn
more and more about Igbal during M.A. programmes. In M. Phil
as well, | selected one course titled “ Contribution of Igbal in

Persian Literature”. So | choose Igbal for my research thesis.

b. Igbal as a poet, a philosopher, a politician, a jurist and religious
reformer, all in one. He is such a diverse personality that there is
always enough room to research and explore about his

personality and thoughts.
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C. Few poets in the East in the modern times have had such a large
audience as had Igbal. He had a message for humanity. Mostly
he addresses the younger generation, as being the future of
nation. For him youngsters were a great hope, be it the man or
woman. Women being the major component of society, Igbal has
addressed women in particular. In his all poetic works, both Urdu
and Persian, we come across about more than three hundred

verses, specifying the message and thoughts of Igbal for women.

d. As it is very popular saying that behind a successful man there is
a woman. There is no doubt about the unmatchable success of
Igbal. In this thesis we come across various women in Igbal's life

who influenced him in home and abroad.

3. Every new research work has its own importance for being a fresh work
in a specific field. This research will certainly facilitate to know more about his
personality and thoughts. In addition to be a work of literary research, it will
certainly add to the actions and emotions of readers. | present my work with the
hope that status of woman n society will be much recognized and elevated than

before.

Studying in Dhaka University as a foreign student have proved to be a
wonderful experience. In future, | am looking forward for a full fledge research
institute or academy for Igbal studies in Bangladesh, for lack of availability of

reference in Dhaka about Igbal was the biggest challenge 1faced.

At the end | would like to pay my regards and a lot of thanks to all the
kind teachers of the Persian Department, especially my respected guide, Dr.
Kalsoom Abul Bashar and Dr Geete Farooz, the Iranian Guest Lecturer in
Persian Department. | must thank the High Commissioner of Pakistan for
Dhaka Mr. Alamgir Babar and Deputy High Commissioner Mr. Ayaz
Mohammad Khan for making it possible for me to avail this opportunity. The
achievement would have not definitely been possible without the love and

boundless cooperation of my beloved family, my husband and my daughters.
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SUMMARY

Among the distinguished sons of Punjab who have shed luster on the
land of their birth and have left it richer in thought and culture, the name of Dr
Sir Mohammad Igbal has an unrivalled place (1). He belonged to a Kashmiri
family whose ancestors had embraced Islam. Igbal was born in Sialkot on 9t
November, 1877. The dreamer of Pakistan died at the peak of his glory and
flame in the early hours of 21 April, 1938 in Lahore and is buried in the
precincts of the Badshahi Mosque in Lahore (2).

Though he is dead we can still listen to throbbings of his heart when we

read his poetry (3). Following are his important works in English, Persian and

Urdu:-

a.  llm-ul-Igtisad : Prose in Urdu, published in
1901

b. The development of Metaphysics in : Research paper submitted by

Persia Igbal for P.hd. published in

1908

c. Tareekh-e-Hind . Prose in Urdu, published as
text book in 1913-14

d. Asrar-e-Khudi . Poetry in Persian, published in
1915

e. Ramooz-e-Bekhudi : Poetry in Persian, published in
1918

f. Payam-e-Mashriq . Poetry in Persian, published in
1923. The book was written by
Igbal in reply of ‘'Oxidental
Divan’ by Goeth

g. Bang-e-Dara . Poetry in Urdu, published in
1924 in Lahore

h. Zabor-e-Ajam . Poetry in Persian, published in
1928

i. Javed Namah . Poetry in Persian, published in
1932

i, The Reconstruction of Religious @ Lectures in English delivered

Thoughts in Islam by Igbal, published in 1935
k. Musafir . Poetry inPersian, published in
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1934
| Bal-e-Jibreel . Poetry in Urdu, published in
1935
m. Zarb-e-Kalim . A third book of poetry in Urdu,
published in 1936
n. Pas-Cheh bayed Kard ayeagwam- : Poetic work in Persian,
e-Sharq published in 1936
0. Armagan-e-Hijaz . The last poetic work in Persian,

published in 1938

p. Igbal Namah . Letters of Igbal

g, Shad-o-Igbal . Letters exchanged among
Igbal and Maharaja Sir Krishin
Pershad, published in 1942

r. Letters of Igbal to Attiya Begum . These letters in English were
published in Dehli

s. Letters of Igbal to Jinnah . Letters of Igbal in English,
published with a foreword by
Mohammad Ali Jinnah

Being an original thinker and a poet of versatility, Igbal evolved his own
style and terminology, made pre-eminent contribution to Persian poetry in the
twentieth century and was hailed as the Poet of Philosopher of East. Nature
does not provide such versatile men frequently and it may be many centuries
that a man like Igbal is born. Humanity delights in the exploits of great men, as
they show to what heights man can rise and Igbal’s life provides a noble and
inspiring example of the heights to which the human intellect can soar in
spheres so widely apart (4).

Poets, like prophets belong to the entire humanity. Igbal was an
amalgam of a seer, a poet, a philosopher who had firm belief in the
fundamental purpose of life which was to ensure the happiness of man through
the cooperation and brotherhood of mankind. Igbal's greatness can be judged
from the fact that his poetry and philosophy are both great and this remarkable
blend has never been found or achieved in any other great thinker, either of the
East or the West (5).

This noble and renowned poet of sub-continent clearly forwards the

sorrow and sufferings of human being in his poetry irrespective of cast and
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creed. Being a great poet he is not limited within the boundary of particular land

or nation rather his message if for all mankind. Especially he addresses the
younger generation and suggested them the guide line to face and coup with
the challenges of their time, as at his time Muslims of sub-continent were ruled
by British Raj. While addressing the nation, he is not forgetting the equal and
imported component of society that is women. In the following lines a few
aspects about women n Igbal's life and poetry are described along with

message of Igbal for women.

Women in life of Igbal

Women had great importance in his life who have definitely influenced
and modified the thoughts and personality of this great thinker.

Mother's lap is the first institution of child. Imam Bibi, mother of Igbal
was a religious and pious lady. She was uneducated in formal sense but she
learnt and studied the Quran and prayers. Igbal’'s mother died on 9 November
1914. He composed a very long poem on her death, a poem of great
philosophical significance for both Muslims and non-Muslims. He expresses:-

Translation:
Who would wait for me anxiously in my native place?
Who would display restlessness if my letter fails to reach?
I will visit thy grave with this complaint;
Who will now think of me in midnight prayers?
All thy life thy love served me with devotion,

When | became fit to sen/e thee, thou had departed (6).

In the life of Igbal, we come across the names of three women that is
Karim Bibi, Sardar Begum and Mukhtar Begum, the wives of Igbal Ali Baksh,
his lifelong faithful servant, says that when those three women were living
together with Igbal,he never discriminates among them and that his behaviour
towards them was based on the principle of justice and equality (7).

Another important name in the life history of Igbal is that of Attiya Faizee.
While Igbal was in Europe he met Miss Faizee, a brilliant Indian woman. Igbal
was very much impressed by the personality of this educated woman. Apart

from her Igbal some other European ladies who impressed him and the most
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important of them is the name of Fraulin Emma Wagenast, Igbal's German

teacher.

Women in Poetry of Igbal
In poetry of Igbal, names of some ladies are observed, praised by Igbal.
Some of them are religiously important personalities like Hazrat Fatimah bint-e-
Mohammad. When we come to Persian poetry, Allama Igbal praises this
beloved daughter of Holy Prophet, in Ramooz-e-Bekhudhi. He describes the
Hazrat Fatima as a perfect role model for Muslim women. On account of three
reasons; she was the beloved daughter of the Holy Prophet, the wife of Hazrat
Ali and the mother of Hazrat Hassan and Hussain. She has been the source of
inspiration for the women of Islam through centuries. She had a noble
character as the poet describes her:-
Translation:
“One, who was brought up to learn patience and
resignation,

grinding a hand-mill and her lips reciting the Holy Quran".

In the Urdu poetry of Igbal we come upon a poem titled “Fatima bint-e-
Abdullah”. Fatima bint-e-Abdullah was an Arab girl who was martyred while
serving water to the fighters in war against infidels in the battle of Tripoli, 1912.
In this poem Igbal pays tribute to one of the martyrs in this war, showing the
high status of a martyr in Islam. In this particular case an unknown girl was
elevated to the rank of Shaheed by giving her life in the cause of God. Igbal
says>

Translation:
Fatima! The honour of the blessed Ummah you are,
All specks ofyour handful of dustinnocent are.
O nymph of wildness this happiness in you destiny
was,
Serving to fighters against infidels your destiny was,
This holy war in God’s cause without armaments is!
How courage —inspiring this desire for martyrdom
is!
Some activity in your silent grave is,

A nation being reared in this lap is (8).
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Message for women in poetry of Igbal

Allama Igbal’'s poetry reflects the teachings of Islam, be it any aspect of
his thoughts he is influenced by the guidance from Islam. When it comes to
guide the women, a major portion of society, he seeks light from the teachings
of Quran, because Islam is not only a religion; it is a complete way of life.

Islam, may be considered as a women’'s movement, because it, includes
a divinity ordained programme for the eradication of injustice done to women.
The most important and most emphasized role for women mentioned in Islamic
sources is that of wife and mother, but the role of women in Islam is by no
means limited to this (9).

The most obvious marker of the struggle against feminism by Muslim
women is Hijab' (the canons of modesty in Islamic dress). Hijab is a symbol of
respect ad modesty (10). As regards Pardah, Igbal often quoted the well known
Quranic verse:

Translation:

"Say (O Holy Muhammad) to the faithful that they restrain their
eyes and preserve their modesty. And say to the believing women
that they retrain their eyes and preserve their modesty and
display not their ornaments, except what appears thereof, and let
them throw their kerchiefs over theirbosoms (XXIC: 30-31).

Igbal once explained to a college youth that 'Pardah” was not the real
cause of ill health of Muslim women. It was rather due to the economic
reasons. “If women” said the poet, “could give birth to such great men as
Muhammad bin Qasim and Mahmud Ghaznavi, inside the Haram, there is no
reason to suppose that Pardah is the sole cause of our misery (11).

The mother’s lap is first institution of a child. When we go through the
Urdu and Persian poetry of Igbal, the most important role of a woman as Igbal
observes is the character of woman as mother. As Igbal himself was brought
up in the lap of a pious mother, he has put so much emphasis on the mothers
of nation in his poetry. As a role model for the mothers of nation, Igbal brings
the example of Hazrat Fatima-tu-Zahra, the mother of the icon of solidarity of
Islam that is Hazrat Imam Hussain. Igbal believes that it was the influence of
the teachings of a mother that her son elevated the name of Islam in war
against evil. A woman as a mother has so much responsibility on her shoulders
and if she justifies her obligations then there is no reason of not having the

heavens under her feet. Igbal claims that the fate of nation can be read from
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the forehead of its mothers. When Igbal points out woman as an equal
and more important component of society, he lays emphasis on the education
of women. A woman equipped with both religious and modern education can
definitely lead the younger generation to better individual and community life.
Igbal points out how the teachings of Quran encourages equal opportunities of
education for men and women. Igbal’'s poetry gives us the message of moral
and ethics. As education is the solution to all out ills, Igbal wanted to create a
culture of education and civilization in which we can learn values and ethics as
well. Igbal was a poet of vision. He had predicted about a century ago the
situation of his nation sandwiched between the teachings of Islam and Western
culture and education. The poet criticizes western education:-
Translation: “

The girls are learning English,

The nation prosperity way has found.

The Ways of West are in view

Eastern ways sinful are found

What scenes will this drama produce?

On curtains rising this will be found” (12).

Igbal as Muslim philosopher is the exponent of the Islamic point of view
in regard to women. The so-called independence and the natural rights of
equality, which modern women holds so dear, are a real danger to the stability
of modern society in the eyes of Igbal. Not-withstanding the feminist movement,
the position of modern women is hardly secure. Igbal once said that a change
in the attitude of men towards women was gradually appearing in English
society. Men did not stand up in women’s presence, they would not even move
to make room for her.

The poet describes the modern girl in "Javed Namah’, a girl from Europe
was taken to planet of Mars as a Lady Prophet, so the women there would
copy her mode of life - her face in bright, but she has not the light of soul in her
body. Her words are impressive, eyes dry, she is apparently devoid of desire
and love. She is after fashion and she avoids the society of man and abhors
matrimonial alliance (13). She delivers a speech:-

Translation:

"Ladies mothers and sisters!
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How long could you live like sweet hearts?
Man hunt by becoming a victim,

He goes round thee actually to chain thee.

To be his companion is curse for life;

His meeting is poison; his separation is sugar!"

The danger of such mentality was warned years ago by Igbal, but now
we can observe this has infected the East as well. Igal has great respect for
woman and his criticism was only leveled against her ultra-modern tendencies
(14). The poet had great sympathy with enlightment of women, but he did not
hold a high opinion in regard to her so-called modern approach. His views were
determined by the abiding principles of reality that govern the stable character
of society. West attracted the Eastern woman in the name of women'’s rights.
Enemies of Islam in the name of women’s right try to use them to fulfill their evil
desires, whenever they wish. They want women to be a mistress without
honour, religion or manner. Igbal conveys the message of Islam to protect their
honour granted by Islam. Igbal blames man for the detraction of woman, as he
may consider the man responsible for the deeds of a woman.

Translation:
"A fact alive is in my breast concealed,
He can behold whose blood is not congealed.
To wear a veil and learn new lore or old,
Can't guard fair sex except a person bold.
A nation which cannot see this truth divine,
Pale grows its sun and soon begins decline" (15).

I conclude from the poetry of Igbal that the important role of woman in
her life is that of being a mother. A mother is a trainer of future generation. The
message of Allama Igbal for women are the same as directed by Islam for
Muslim women. Allah who granted Islam as religion to this nation, made a high
place for Muslim women, and they share the responsibilities of enjoying truth,

forbidding evil and raising flag of Islam.
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“Woman"

Colourin the portrait of universe is from woman,
From her warmth the inner warmth of life;

In glory her dustin greater than plaedias,

Each glory is the hidden pearl of her shell;
Dialogues of Plato could not write,

Yet Plato’s spark by her flame was broken.

Zarb-e-Kalim

448597
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