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\\'j\('n : hl.'t'.;n my wo:-k. I (n~1 : lut lillll ~I..''''''': trdl ma ln i<t l ~ '::1!.y.availab1c in 

n:l11ph~!I.':;h, I !i<ld [n La'lie n,;IiIY limes [,t N:Hillll,tI l ibl :1 I'Y, C',lcli lta ('I nd 

A!llcdC":ll: S:I!I~J("~; !{C'c.;::-.l.d: C' :11("; ( '\S I, ( '} Ioi hr::l)', I !ydt:. hilt! , lJ ut' tn 111 y sca il ly 

Li lo\\ I "d!:~' in i ~(""c;m':1 \~l'~:I{ld()lnt~Y. I 1(lllk :"Iii ttllll:;o:u"lll y IOllg lime II,) OI g.mizc 

lIiY iJl':l". I mil ~' r.lh::rlll \1) try S .. l/)I'IV;"OI", Ilr, Niil l. 1',;lI1I:1I1, /'riJ fcs.~,)r & 

<:hW:'~T~('1Il, IJtjli1'1:Ill·.il or l:ac;.:ic;!I, t Ini',clsit) or J)jwk~,(w ! l(l had be-c il ve ry 

111:11'h p,ltic: 111 ill ShI 1Will4,.: LIi(: llLr: rmpl'1 \\ :Iy 10 or!:ml izl' 1111 idc:ls. She h"cl t1ccn 

V("IY I..:ih.l ;:1 Gl.l·r.ilh· ~LtJ nilil·;IJ:y (,11!il'C'l illl' Ihe lhid( 1I1;;Hl II ~l'I'ijl l ;11 10 lliulcrr:b lt: 

o;Li'C I :\:11 t'nllCrH l ln :1('1. 

Dr. SCiajlll I~liim (,holl(Jhu;y, Pwfrs<;or. Ikl'l\ll lI1('nl of FlIglish..( 

I Jili Icnit)' (Or 1'1:";':0, (Ihl-'n Ii:;-ir','u 11;~ with ho(.,ts ;1l1d au\'ic..::c. F"c l1 in his b\l'iy 

h ' ·I ~ ~~. h(" 1 .11!~(,'d ttl Inl' pt·:v.";'!y , .;th i<;(';i :uc clk('livcly, J ilI l l thankful In him. 

1 mil imkhkd 10 Dr. :'Ii, (jCIl .I(."IIS(1I1, lJi1(.:c.: tllr, ASRC J lyd('!·ahntl for 

i::1IH,[idg Illt' lilt' Hili)' IlIfln..-i::ry hl.'lr Ihdt I h. ld dddll~ 111 ) rCSCil rl:h p<'riod anti ror 

illlllWll1g 111(' 10 1I'j(' AS;U ' l i!lrillY /\S :H. I iI'f: 1TY, l~ 1l' r il'h t'~llJ hr:lry in the region 

iii .'\ I:Jcric.:.1;1 Shldics 11('lp~'d \lIe im!ll('liwly; " ilh b\1I1ks, ilrt il'l cs, j1l'ri mf ica!s and 

l'l'lh.·Ch.·d \li~Sl' lt:l :iull" (Iii S1I.·;1IhC'.:k Withoull l! '.: he lp \1' J\SR(, l ibmr; I (;(lu ld r.ot 

Ii;m: lil'lIe my wll rk I :lLlI i!r:l~d't\ 1 !n 1)1" JII!mStlil il 1ll1 :\SJ'.( ' 1 ihmry orncbls. 

I i:ully. 151101:id b::: !;la!<.:f.!I :0 111)' wife Tahmin:l Begum [(, r [<lking care of 

my 1\\('1 {·!·li ! l~rl·l: :tnd !i;l:l'l,"'i~lHy $lIppnrli nv Ihe r mil)' dmi lL g lil y busy dil)'S 81 

:r~~ 
~~I"" 

31i23<!!! 
l\1t!, l~ uh ul Alliin 
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!,llj'l' ;ald (;n;;);I:L 'I !,(' !\'('::';':';{' or:. Ire was :iil' n~cd l,r Ii : lillii.'. 'I hI! 1l~;.Ji::strt;"1i1 

]lm'·:lisl:~ h(ltt, 11:.- 1)1:"~'i~g.: or ;lnpl:. Sh·:I1I~('\.I. :tho IKlrc ;hc ~;'lmc mC'~s;'lg{' .,Ocr 

t:-ilk'.,!!) r('\' j(,l\iu:' Ih{' i'."n'~I(,J11 ~(ld(),('c.:nllumk 11;1 IlIdurc, po litic:11 (lnlcr and 

S\C'illhcd did IOnl . Il· .. ·' .. !'l Ihc soc;.:1 SI!:lli/1c;tliOll, CCOIle"llllC s),sh:m, 

1'I,IiliciI (Ii,k, ,1:hllilh.ll :,lilnd;'I!' I nrlhl'lilllC t" ' qm..'<;li(1l~:'lh l y: ill Ihis ~cnsc he WClS 

il l~dk~I!. Btl: his r:ldk:::i!)i\1 d:d 11:'11 lil('.m :·C'vtlJutioll. r: ~! hcr il !'uught for :1 

1111.11;IIIC l'C:l~i{i('r;l !i'::1 1;.1' Ib~ I'OH'lly an:1 i'~'\'l'l~r·rid(lcll pC1lpic: lwing spilwncd 

h\ lil",' ,,';U'''. ~!C'i;ih'lk hck: :t 1:.'11 Uli\\4.:ilriOlI"l jl1t :!t\5vrhi(,·~I'IH i tItJ(" Iv vil,c lllJd 

\ i{~iI~_ i k bd:n't: .. II:ni, IIp::rt lillili :1 :C-W l.:on~.:nil~, I!)' e\' il p('r:;{)n~, most human 

l l~'illgS :lie Illllle i l:l'Ii;ll'\\ III \irl,IC 111:1n \'in,'. Ilc l'ldic\'cd t!J~H C\'\.'I'y indi\'idual 

1l11\~a h(,.' illr~'l! r:l l !y n'l;11':d with Ill...: !,r{)~lp 1(1 improve Ihe hUIlli\n cnndi l illll, 

Anl'r the S("{'C'\I\d \\'orl.~ \\':1., wilen 111-: 1\Il:cl'iran SP('i •• : wlll:!x l dl:lllgcd, 

S(Ci;lh(xk hl'l!1n It) il!l':r;'rl'l m:1II mul II;", l'l1\' irOIiIllC'1I1 in 11 mncrot'Osmic 

pCI"jlC'di\ c. ! Ii" I~I\ e li n hWHanil) ilild 111$ l,tl1l\'idion 111:11 111:111 ;tS :l lliulul:\ictll 

;lII:tlI;\ 1 i'i 1~ll1n 1'1'("(' tn :Khic\'c rl'dt'di t'll n'llwil\('d tllI(" mgetl. 

" 
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("II,II'l'I :I( I: INT!Wl)ll('"'!()N 

JIll/II Frnor:l ~[ .. "illhcd,·s fin:! JIlin.: I rllt' ('III' tI/ (;11/,' \\',",S 

pllb!i~h('d ill 11)11) Ii ~i.~ iiUII,;IIII(\'11i thl'Ii1<:I:ny SChlll 'lIs 1lIlH.:h. Wil h 

the I'lll\~i(<l(i"'1l nl' 1m IlHrcl "1111 fill., "'I ill I cn~ :Ind III /)uhimu' 

lI,mlt· in Ihe ""me )"\"Ir. howL'''c !' . III': l'a c illln nlll~ i d('r;lt i\Hl or the 

':l"itC'\;n<:, In the h.II"will).: )'t':I1'" 111:-; 1;11111111<; 110\(,+" \\('ie puhlhhd 

Olll' alkr illlolh('r: I If,' 'ke (llId A/r'lI in IIJJ 7. The (if 011(',\ of /r,.l/f/l in 

l'n') Illil c:dLtdars did lII)l :li'l1fl'\,:i,I IC hlf. llo\,l'I'i. I lis IltIv('ls h('(.'(1111': :, 

"jl:l l:11 ur Ill'jur.HI\(> l'I'"nllC'tlto.;. unin"l ilnd lilll-int! criticism for the 

lit.III'!:1 C'tClllt'uls ;1J\I! r'\)I';'hl~ pIPltr;!I\,111 1\lIll' Ill' his 1lII\'C'!S. Ttti~ 

.. ntilip:lh:.!ICIIlI pr('kl;lli~:li<;il: is ,ttlll;llly <l 1l1i~IHll1llT for the l1uvc-ls 

til 'sklnllt'di .. ~ldl1!ll'.:I, iii his t! 'piuiol1 tIl' L:IC ~('!ci(1 (,l.'llllUl11ic 

nllHIILit,n tll AilWlil:a ;';':1\\1.',-':1 ,lie 1\\1l gl'.:at Will"I<O WiJS dC'cply 

(',III('(,I"I1<:d wilh 11:1,' Itl\\cr ... I ;:"i~ I'Ct'p!c :lnd :1dVtlC;lI~,", for 

I.tlll';mil;lli'1i1 rCrorll~:I:hl:1 (If th':ir nrc "ity lt" I hi.;; <lppl(l~c h was 

1I1i":llIhkl~I{1\ld Iw I!.(' ~;dl!d;;I"<', I dlllUIHI Wilo,;CIIL for cX;ll llplc, 

Cl'iIll:1l'nlcd "nil: chi,'r ';\lbj('e.:1 or ,...1 .. , Stt'illbcl'k ' s rirli( lll tHIS hrcll 

11111<; Ilt'l IlItl'!,,' a"pl".'l'l": ()f hllm;1I1ily III "hich i( ,<; mosl IhnUj1,hl[Ul, 

I,l':lt::n;lli,'c, ctlll"llIldl\'C" (()1l0Icd In A ('IIW 1I0llk or (J/,flj'i?.Ii of 

"'noll I " '~), 

N't'n:l!-i :lrl' al\\.,~" Ihe cmbodlillClI1 1.1 thl~ Jdillitc point til' 

'"I('W :\llli Pt'I"i11n:1I i'b:t""'P~IY or the.: IItl' :IIs!. IIl11s St::ir:bcck's 

IHI\'ct .. clI1hodied hh; phih*'l'hy, ~t('illhcck ' s I'hiloso)lhy cClltcn'd 

rtlt:ad llis snc: i:11 :l1ll1 1I1\1r .. 1 pmt('~t Ill' prnlC'stc;d the existing s()cia l 

str<1l11iea lioll. CCU IIOlllic older iJl,d 1IIIIIni stt:lJ~nl ;tlld ililltcd :1.1 

nJlIsing the hUlllanist appcal ami a 'iccrl :1ini ll ~ ll1illl'S rol(' in society 

<lilt! rd;llinll "jl h lIalure, Stcinhcrk's ph:tusuphy !lIltS p:uilllel ( (I his 

prole .. \. llis ph lo:o;ol'h)" is ,1l:1lIi1I:y ~ pltilosophy (I f r'H.liclll prol('''1 i:l 
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h'hr:un !n 11;111;'(' "";\1 ill," plilll.iiH· sla!-,~ ~;rinh: d'!' pll i'm:()I,hil.:.1i 

q,u;,S! V,i;" !' I;!,i~'d \\llh fo '/ (it." L"'~I/fl 1/ IllHWl}.h .I0<ii(·ph Warlle, 

rhe!1 h .. · 1'1't11'il· ... S\·J In 1,1 , 1 {','S) 111 '1111' ('/III'l'" (· f "'ml.1, ill illl 

:lrr;h'i~11 h:'u.:kr'fl,IIJ.!, Ihl:1I 10 Due ill ( 'fllIIII")' Noll' ii, '1iI IIrhim 

hildl\rc,::nd, ;IIO..! tin,I:!), til I l''-' in I:wl of Fde" ill il 11;lIl<.:iliul1:l1 sod 'l l 

ku:I.~;(llIn,l. I hie; II ,l:1.c;i l b ual sncil.: l)' l!il'lI ild\,:U1l'CJ II) highly 

11e,h,:I1i..::d ;111\1 1I.:\Il:li,lli:;iil' ~.)cic..·t,\' dhdlltl'I' I :tliltll l1l :lII'S se lr, his 

illt'rlll!\, !'ll",ll'l'd. '!-> l,j,IIII:o;q,hic..·.,t Pltll:!C';!' l'nlill t';IIISC(,lIdt.:l,tnii ,)1I1 

SIl'illhcd .. ' , l,hilo:-,Ilp!.it.::d i '[l\rjl':i~ al s,, ! Ill:! '}" ':; :lIhl 0l';msc:; 

il,lh,, :I: d":lC1'fliilli :- 1l1 ill ihl' ii~-(' rrtH.T~'i oi" 1 ~ 1l' :!nimal", nUll and the 

UJ1i\ 'C ISC' Ft ll rnil!'a;ln!:n,: of !,io;. (1 IIl. <;" I,hk. ,1 ith.·:L~ he dl'PCIHj('d on 

n;'! .' I.d ~l.'!CII(",'~ Iii,; r,!,ii.,sl'/-Y i:H :ud," [!Il.' Inll h rlisc{\\'l'rl.'/j hy 

!-.dt.' I1 .. :~ <IS h(' \, ;"Jl l't! :0 ~l' l' 1:11.' '''' :IC'lk l l'h ilusq lh)) ill lite ligh t (If thl' 

p:1I1 ('>l' il' IKf'). ~f) !I S.'lI "f ('""".; S!\'; llbl'\,;~ ~t.'l'S c' dmals :lIld iHlIll:Ul 

bt.:i,·gs ;1<; Pill ! ..,r " I:ll' S;t rlll' on~' 1111.:", "':,,;'('()\ r~ I, SII.'illbCl·k ~'tlnsitk rs 

li'liIj! j:nd ll.·S anrl t;l~'ir l'11\-iHlIl!~H:11 1 :tt.; nnl' 11/g,1I11l: "lillie. III 

ilHcqlll' II1 ig Ih;: ("O~:l:11.' t\r .kr in Sl:t.: !, ;l tc rm, he d('n icd 

prl.'dcl C11Hilli slll illld ~aql(" lnllil . L!l sl1l ;dIClgdli'."l, 'I his dCllinl ('If 

:' \lrl'rn:l1ur~li"ll1 :md :1n'l.:!l\:\nt.:c 111' 11:.: "dt'lI:di l' ,l11d I;llulI1al .ltliluJc 

stllllulated ~ll'i!1hl'l" k's n.lIt1rJII 'iIll, N;tlli r.l :i s ll {IS n l'tllll'Cpl..:o\'c rs 1\ 

wide r.U1g.c Ilf Silr:ilal illld dissilllil:w idc:te;, Wdil,"'l K Fr;:mkl.'nn:l 

S:I)"S ,Iwi a ~ I~k Ill' fil'li' )11 \\ritjl1 l~ 111 il :t lmali .... m "11,c sllcia l 

\"m irClIllIlC'I1I, r,, 'hc l lilitll ilHli,"HllL, 1 ('hi :ctn ,s the t1i iviJ1)!. rorcc 

2 
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aITI."; i ng 1'1 III dC'\ t' III Pllh'll l" ( /-'11(")'do},o('di(l 1111('1 in/l/(/, 70), 

1,\\\I~' l ln' :-:I'lt,.'nt !l a~ ll'!;Uljj\':, lilt: \'.'1111 ,lll\! the 1.-('l1l'cpl 1l;llt:I:tliSlil 

:-';l)",llg 1:; ;11, "l~a' -y cd' I;;;II!!':1Ii:-;::1 i~ lilll ~illl.dt' bill 'il'\Ti;t!; il is 

1Il11r;tI. illiHll'al, l';I'lkal. n;,I~\'lv;j{i\',:" U;){i:llj:-lil', ,lIld pc~s irni s lit.:: .. 

(195J, I FI.l~(,IlII,I'\ ,:dil1iliClII h'l\\c',"~r Ii',: 101)(' n1mprc\:(,Il<;i\'l' . It is 

1, \\\ Ifl,' ~tl\ ;,d t..' t:d: , t ll1l ~'111 :thl11e Ih:1I i t!1l' dridll!! 1'111(,(,. I{ :tlhl'r. <I ~ 

i\, !''klh 1',;II[!Il'-I,<,ui:-n '\ "li( 'C''' ;''. " in nall;I;':'!;11I il io; bil)ltlgicitl, 

!i(Jl'i:d , pnli:ic<l1. ('l:lllit.l11;k, ;:I.d p"YI'hohlgir:d l'lI\'il'Ol1 l11Cl11 in I!lti r 

(tll;;!;:y ,,,hi,!! CXl,td:--c~ jll l·i l inlllll'lIrc" P:9), 

Slo.'lI1hcd, ',; 1; :Ulll a!islll i:> h'jlol;n Ilil I:,l' OIlC plIll' there is 

~(lci:1 1 I('alil)" ('Ill Iht' 1.lilcl ~pil ifual qlll'~t : {III llit: ()Jl(" ptllc Ihelc is the 

indi,'idlla l, on Ihe lltlil • .'f tlll'!l' i~ Ihe AI !Hljl: l'lI the OIlC" Iwk Ihac is 

in!C'l' !a:j(l 1l :1<; ill The (;I'(,'/If',\ ,·/11'1'0,11, {Ill Ihe: ntilcr ,herc is quicllIcss 

a;,tI i~(da;iuli a:; Itl ('UNlII'I) /1.,1\1', Sh: i"kl'k',; hirwl.lr 1I ~1 !\II:d isll1 is 

III I dilC III his il1di ~;ilH I l1I:dcj'~ t;'" lill:,t Oi 1;H;1~ or r("~ul'l!i()n. but d ue 

;('1 Ihe f:t('l thaI S:cir;kd, \' :'lII'~'d to :',)1.11 1Il1il)' ill Jiver sil.\', Stcinheek 

Illtlllgi,t thi s \:()I\!lilll:1!! lini:y (' (\ II ~ I;llil('d lilt.: [(,Ial le:<lurc or (hc 

lIill\'('rs .. ' !'\'r (' :i.~:jlll' h.', ;:1 01 Min' IIlId Mm, I.CI111 i .. , t'ppcttrS to 

0Plw~c (ic(lI'gl: in ph)'~il';,1 r; trl'l1~l!t .,.111 ;llk!lcl'lll,d nhility. hui. [wlh 

Ingt'lhl'l' makl' :1 h'I,tllllllll:1f1 hein!;!: Ihdl CJllaliti S nrc ~olj'l'lelOt'ill:lr)' 

10 rarh ('Ilhcr OJll' l':ll1lHll !:w withold the other, 'I fI S(lIllC exten l, 

11lit('r rhar:Ll'lt' '' 'i lill\: ( 'h:wlcs all ' I Ad:ulI ill I~'(,,\'( 1If' Ed('". Jim C:lsy 

lind " 11;:1 .Iuad ill ] hI' (;"'/)I'S 01 Wra(h, ' 11ll' .d ld ~1:J(: in (''''111£'1)1 

Rail', t'hic(IY ;md Prilt,:,.u'd ill 111t, Way- /f',tn( (111.\', Ki u() :lilt! ,1\1;:'II:a in 

TIlt.' Ilc"rI, 'I hClIU.lS ;1I:d J,'scl'h, Iknjy rtlld Ilmilm in To (/ (Joel 

VIlIi/wIi''' arc ~il1li!ilr. ' I Ill';)' me <:1I'I<1l1gCt: ill a di alectica l patlern with 

l lie t1pp\l~ilcs, St,,' inueck held. 

('un"lilutl' Ihe t(ll :di l y i.md Hwrgt: in liIe [(I[.dil), so.,l1 Ih il1gs hct:u lll t: a 

I'arlllr' (1111.' gH'.ll :hillg, 
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Stcmhcck 's lh:lI;ldnS Ill edi l.llt! 11\'C' r thi s pliC' llnmenal l ! lil y 

and div(,l"sil), ! lu.";c d Fll iw lc rs whl1llwdil al(' I1\'C! lif(, and l:1I::IY h;wc 

s4li11C'th ing in illt'II' like 1111' l1l y~lics I'm thc) cllnu'l' dcfillite pl;u:cs 

\\ h','re I h ('~ "il ;:~lId (I,ins. !'his impl;!':i!/)" SlIl'l!n;;l S lint '''"'rc is S(\JIlC 

SI'J! III I !allotl hd\\~"n Itl(: ~I::n's I I Il w p ';\'l' hc , I his 11l}'Sl ic.: 

m all!:,,'!, or ~lIo.; dn;;,I'1\"IS IS \'e:)' 11I11ch ", 'll\j"\Cli\" •• lid "prtlf~H I Il~I" ill 

~'ll' ~C'II', l' 11\;" 1I1f')' (",n: l'::I!,I.I!C' '<I di :tnH' ~ t hl'lll~l'l .... I he's': p!arcs 

van ' 1\:11<'11 ill "'f/.I{ ('ll~d(' 11 I;il'" whkl ;1 In'c, i'ilhlll III Tor(il/" Fir" 

, ih Oil Illl' '>I':I,h",\: \11 IIH,:di lah.: II Vl't lhtll~'i (II ll.tl ur.:tl :11111 ~(}c i ;tl 

ill i~'n:<;t, I hI; l; hill',UICI ' t'l1I1I)';C a lIt:id 11;11111':11 ~(: ll illg 1'01' medita tion 

kl';Hl Sl' th ~y 1!1!I,k, "li l l lIIay 11(' , I ~1i"';L 1 l ihr;ll) "h('rc is I'cc\)nkd 

eH'I)tliil1:c! Ibt h:'ls l'\('I' htp,'(.';lC'\1 l(1 lidng maIler h;lck 10 the lirst 

1I:4111'cnl \\ hl'll II tll..:l~:t11 1<1 10\ c" (Wimt'r of ()I' I' J)1\('(1/I1l'1If !oi()), 

Sll' inl'cl'" 's :1tll.\lIlt! l·: .. U.:l1I!IS .llwtl)s !'c.:tlrch in nalu re .:till! ill 

~\I( ie l ) I'I\ IJII 1:11.: I:rst iIl1.l1llt'1I1 of Ihei; hq.d,111 illg., 1 he pl'tl(.'eS!i of Iheir 

tkvdopn:t.:nl l'Ullliu;II'S Ilil to [he I'll'St'll1 d:lY, 1:llher 1Il )'5licall y (Ir 

1'1' ;lglll~I!I:;lll~ Ili'\ (har"I .. ll·i-~ :m: "Ihin~ il:g ~u:d 1! i! lIrill~" even Wlll'lI 

II; l'~ !I,H'C' ;w\ l;ii1jd. hI :itl, no I'llI'd 1\1 (,:,I t, 1111 HI\lf hi li\'1! un\lcr E\c1l 

11: (' rrim itiv(' Indian :-:i;lll in ,/1"-"",,,1 11:i1l!';S :u:d Iig ll l'('S a IIC'\\' li fe , 

cducnllll~ his :o.n !1 ,Ind br i ;lj, jllg hi ltl 10 Ih~' pric:o.l 

SI\:inhl'l'1.. :'IS <l ~flri~l 1! y l'l)llst:inlls novc\;';1 hml a definite 

('(,lln'p l {',r 11I ;II1 ' C; hl'IU!!.. !'\Il,jcly tlnd [he \; .iVl'rl'C lie hnd a dell r 

hdlcf ill the Srtll~I;t;leou.:: g(}(\dnt;';~s (I f 111<1,1 nud i1 liHJical distrust in 

cnrnl11acc, indu5try fllld husiness o tl i loilk :md cOllvC'ltli(\lw l pil'ty ntlll 

murallt y, lIis despair ilt the inhlilllill1itic..'s (,r mcc..h'Ulk:11 clllliv:lIion, 

industrialio::: '\ :l nd mC':-cal1li!i~m dhlll{lt push him d l her 10 Iclre.lIM 10 

ll'volutllHl ~l("il\bl'c..·~'s sl.' il"lIlific {l bSCI'V01liftll led him lu 1",1c.J au 

"plil1lislil' Illith ok IIl1d in \kd" rc Ih;lI lll:lll ill :lll~ 1,:irrlltll'\l:\IJCC' has tu 

4 
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li ".;:o, b' l'<lnl~,11 l'''l:;~P: fn ill I Ill' h ;H(,h:lC':'~ "I leal ny_ hH :. Itl:allh,' 

~1I d\':d .. I' :,\II;,:I':il)_ 11(" propn';l-t! lill "li lt\(' l'l1lllpa""HlIl anti 

l.:(lllu'~~i"1\ 1.(1111 Ill' .11\.';:11 1'!ifl'S It,!, 1I1l' I!ml'l du ... s pl'()plc . Iii IS 

11\1111:1111',111; ili'pHl; ... il III ;"'l'illhn: 1.. 's ~Ol'i;d ;11'0.1 plulm.(ljlhi(';;d \'ko\\ is 

l'llIblalic,r III hi<; lit'n-J.'_ 

I h(' plill '11 ;1 1111\'('1 j ... l;}(' (kvt'lIIPllIl'l lI oj" thl' 11(. , ..riSI·~ 

pnsonal r l, i! w:tlphy 11\(' illlH'I1\1 r('nm. :1 I'L' , ... III1:l] ILt.:ory 1'1,1111 hi<; 

1'(,IS011,1I 1'It i lllC;~11';'Y, lill' pin I rUIl! lillll" ~IS Iile illll<;t l'llilll1 or tit ;: 

"Ld o\\'ph)'_ ~k' i \If Il.e nll\,:!~ tlr S~(';Ul'l'l'k t1(l n'lI l\;l\'C tr;.dilional 

p!III'; blll Ihl' (Uill",:I .. III' I:is IltHe1 .. iItV;l1t;lhl y \'1111wdy lids pcrsonal 

plllll",lll':;\' II I(' l'l'r,: .. ".ll i:\""l~' III his 1\\'\'I.'!'" IS rl)flllcti nn somc 

10000u:r.1I iS~III'S W l' l'IILI1I' s. ':':'·l,kly. Cl'llil\\llI)', h'h~ jl ,tJ and mnralily , 

I !u.: <;m'la ll_, l'UiI\'::IJt!:, S!('ilob":l L rei',H ld .. rr;i1ily ;14.:<.:onl i l1~ lu his 

(1\\1\ Ihl.:('Il) i .. s\l~h ,I \\.'y .1i;lt J:lt.Hlt' it m".I'\ ~1.· IISt.: 01" ali(,lIaliu.1 

l .. u",\'d by m;lh'ri,d .ll'j,l: ,iii, 1.'lIl";!'. t;;1l1..i .. 1 l'~lI1nil't'i alld \\'~r" CUIl1C!i 

1\1 ;Hl (' 1t.J , In his 1\'],II;;,iil::': I'f~i.);\ Sllj"I'l.d \\:IlIlt'd hi intiuu: in Illall 

Ih C' ~pi rit nl h l1lll'i:Ji<:;1:l :,1' !hal (11(' I:Hldl'l:l 111l'II (';111 l't'l'iIl' 1J1I1 or the 

";I.\(I::lil"" il[!,1 ,'!IUl:'1ll"l1 ~ll'illhc\'k \,n.l1 y bC'li\.'\'C'd Ih<ll ;t$ "'U{ll1 ;IS 

1I i'lt:nll l,l:\:1 "ll1ln .. ,11k,:!;.,:,.!} ;1" "it l'",1 ;lIld ~\,:tl' in<;j lircli "ilh ItUIlln!l 

1..:"'P\·Il'; i " il;l~ IJ;,,- \\\II!d llt.'t:lll,ll'" 11\(l Il' 1II!11l1'11;1~ 1~ rl~ 1 111:111 . I It; 

i;('lin.;oI, Ihl' !H)UIl'~ 1 Ill:!n {'\lOil'S Pill IJf Iti" "1h:1 . 1~ I,men!" \ \ Ilh m:'\IJ 

;1:1,\ Spdl' I:-o-' Ih(' bL:i!l'l il i<; \L:'I' ~ (I Uil\ll!I1I;:1! ;l1(,lchlllcn\ with 111 ;;111, 

~\ldl'!r nod Ill: !iilj\'t"r:;l', ~~dllb(,.'d lwJlc\' I, \\ill lead llI:. n In 

",lIl1hcUill' heilig" III 1'1.'1 fCl'!iuu (Wh,11 l'~iSIClll i lllis( plll l(lC;;Ophcrs 

I11Ci'\111 \I)' ",1Ht!ll'nlic bC'II1(' ~,,,'i lll'l('d. mC:1I11 Ih(' o;:l.!l(' thing. hy 

pc rlCl' ! iOIl) . 

Stcillb('\.'k ;I~ a pilil\)s{lpil(,,1 h-:lin'ed Ih;l ! 11~;tn is a minute pnrt 

of Ihe Cll"11II1S 11\11 111 lite 111pdl'11l \\tl,ld ddl(,ll' l1 l ug('III'" Ilkc motu's 
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Iil~C::~;l1;il.:;d :1ILI 111;lI ni; d pl(';'.1~''''''. ,ow!';l,11 nr:lll' li.: ;ll·Y :nal \\;11 i ~ lIi;J ..: 

11Ii1;) fllllll ':1(" '\;:11 1"11::11 :iw S\) t 'id~. alld 1'111111 111\' '\\I. IL l. '\ iI ~' pntblu n 

I f .. k.ltil in <;1I~ h.L u\,lc'\1 k;I(\, 111,111 hi IIIl' ~":IC11lil)' Ill" l:u <;Ill ;c,: 

:lli\'I;.lIj')II. Slt·I: lh ... • ... k "lI!!!!l· ... i<; I:O";lllil.' 1111.1) ;I, t!le "lIn I niH.·III~III\C 

\11 !.;C1SIJlic aill'n;II IlIII, j'lI Ih ... • h:1<;i .. \11 1 ll1l'I IliI.llI 1I;\1I~~'l'1Jd e ll:ali:-:m 

Sll' ~11"d'" 1.(11,:1' !l"\':;'! J\i .. :'II~'i,Jf cllnrmit.lI t'II .1 '; Ii.: ilpp ..... lls 

I\lt' nil: U:lt,' l.hl.! :IC'1I IIr :11<.' d. ' ;\. 1\ ;1I;1:1:',:tl lllld mall' . ,;d l} dhln:s~.o::d 

PC:C'J:it' . :n,d ilhm c ,III , a ... ·( I "I~lic Ullity as l'llI;lIlril'illitll1 !'mlll the 

ali '..~ lli1 fi 'lll ofll:l'IilHdl'11i \\·mhl. 

Johl) Stdn!.,c \·"·, s(ll'i '" 1111d l'hil ti;';llphk.d JlIlHCSI "l;lkc~ him 

n,l ... ·· .. ("I'II(lIwl 1\;1I1'I"IC:I,1 l1ovc:lisl. lInt:1 Sh:ill l ·<.'~k tho! Altlcric~n 

IIII\'el ",I'i 111\1<:11.' \' il"I; ,l1:;('n!,~'d \\llh ill 1ll ::I"l i 11 ~11('("t·~~. IIi<t h' li:..1 

:I<"'jUi.'i,I:lll1, P")l'II'l· 11l'\~~lit!i!y ;'fld i !1di\'idi~;d ClllJlagl', il ,t.l!vj(!ual 

Itb,,' Lly. !-i 1<"11 111\'l'k Inr 1111,," lilq ti llll' ~L' I !l Ie IIe'W fleml ill th .. , ,\I1I:.' ricnn 

1:,1\·(·1 I') CIlHlI ... ·t,.li,ll! the i,l,:,\'idual il1s,:p.'nl l,ly \\ ilh (he grOllr . 

~Ites" il't'. illt!;vidu'I! ·" 1(·' /,ulI ", hiltl .I' 1(1 the grlHlj) "" !wl1Iclhmg 

C'~~t':lt;Ol I 

rlOI1l il 'i rllll1]ati\'c pr lilld I\lIil' I;C<l1l 1.'111 tile Itld ut,.·ell it 

(,'i111 Il it,. !illl! "l lll!c 01 idr: l li'il11 and pra..:liL·;tIi.· .. Il . 1' 111;1:111:> rruill Eurupe 

11;j~I:II,'d 1(1 A:nt,.·rk:l 1' 1'11111 Ih<.· hq'i lilling Ih(' Al11('ril' :111 mimI 

dl'~pl:nl'\1 ,I 1I'I~1.ltkilltk ~'pjl'1'i";It,rnI1 (II' tl :c i ':i lli " 1ll and ,I com'crn 

"jlh itk,lS ,lil t! , .dUl" ,lIul <.ill<"" d p, ;tl· !i ~;I;II Y . II: II ... C(lIlCl'nl \\ jill 

hl("i"I' :lI1d \ .Ii ,.t,.' <'; Ih~' At1:\.':H:,I:l milld btl h'~'1L ~tl n a'lill1t's \ a gue ilUt! 

:;:ulil..:ti lilC'i 1.1IUlladi..:ltlry. ,.\t;:J tLl' 1·,lril~llIS. '.vlw \\l' IC ide .dis l plUIIS 

IIII'll illl(,111 Oil n;l>lbli"h i llg. (;'It!' S kll1gd(1111, \H'le Hly IIl0CI! 

("(ll1l't'fIlClI \ .. ith lilt,.' P';llIIC :11 htlSillc,,, til d,d'" li\ill~ Sit1t;~ hI''' i' llhl' 

11 C'\\ \\\lrld W;\S "('IY dJall ~, tll'-ittg fur Ih(' l1lif"lfll~ ,,11(, h"d It) ck:u 
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:llId r'U'lll : Ill' I'Hld all tIlt: 1II1IL' ril',hlin~~ \,.ttll III\' 1IldiVl." HlLI<; pcurle. 

lIu:)' iI'llI ttl bt· 11Iill..'lj'::I! ! h(.' I'lll!hlit" hel',HllC m;:,cr ilnd Ihu '3 llie 

cliit~, ,\ 1;11(' Iii" \,."coal.(,I, I'Cl',\I;)(' suhnrdil1,lfc hi them , Stcinhcck 

('1;(i(·i7C't.1 \hi" SI·I-;.iI _,h;; lrfi l"aliull ml,! l·lIm~k.'( nl itic.'1:i'illl (tnd 

f'\'.llIH ';:ji ly nr \!;WI' ';1\1 111'11=11 <:I:III.!~U I Skinhnh. 'i1rC',,~C'd thill :l 

l'IIJf.,1 j~ltn, Ilu.,1 IP'; ,! s,':n' If:l' l"I'IIUIl' ;l d:. i!l(,"'lh~!..'II\,c of !..'lilSS, 

1..1':1,\1 :11 "-' jLI'l' .. \, ;1,\ :- ,I;~: Ill'II.:-:iI1!' :;1(' t!O!I:' lc lwr;ll star,ti:lltl. 

'-:t':il;llt(\.; I'I~I',I, 1~1;;1 plll~:I1'''' i:. :,):111 is JlIII u,lCO'i I, : I 11111 I('n~slria l. 

(;(I:"d ,I;' ,: ('\ \1. Sa,;;,h'ck Ii ':Hs ilS ,o,.hal is ~tl(' i:lll) righ t .UltS soci.illly 

,\0; ;IIl"ad: (I:-l.;~' i'r\I:"til~g ';!,' 1 '( 1~;L'illhC'l':' i .. :lot ('uosidl' ;'cd 

tl'!::l'tlV'r \\01 ::1 ! h, :;')' J:;J.l'::-;. F, S(f'1( FJlzl'r:llc1, illJt.1 E~n("s t 

I ~l·Li.;ug\\".I,'" I kUiY ),lil.\,S i~ .1.1 \Iflr;lllid ...... n;C ... II.:ml ;wd J Icmillgway 

jj al: (If'lillli')( Sllll\\illl: il\,[:\·i.lu.ll Oplllll;o.;l11 ;lt~Olj,l~ t dck"I, Stc ill bc..::k 

'11t.lIlC LlIl~ld IInd.:, ... l"I:d c:'(;\ttiy lir~ \Ilia:, hb l,j:Il:C Ol il d the l'l1Il1lcclion 

or n 11(I\'.=li:;\ \\ilh i:I;;i: 1I11lL' ilild pl::~.l"e. :\Cf':nh,.;(h. Idl thill only 

r.huilyillj' hc:t.k :1l::,kno ll,.'llio:; ' 1IIi.l 1\1;\1\'I1,d ,11..Iv;Jllc.:clllcnt wcr\! Il ilt 

('IWUr:' o :H:d ill l;i':1 il iI1I.'H"~I~.1..'S t:'L'('ilt'llIi.,: di"r,llII) :\:; I (hI.' slIhhlln,a,l 

~ki;;d'1I1,oj] 1 v1 a troup l;f jll:l'P:'" I'cup!!.: al;'" lin! ['Ilnl ptlO!", lhl.:) rHe 

1:111 h"l'lI \\ Ill! \Il .... t'd icH"(i Sir ill l>~l'k, Su il \\;IS (' ( IC"I\('IIlS~bjlity uf" 

:1 11\1\ ('li\1 1\1 upJ! ladc 1111l1:"H pcric.:!ltlll hy illl('\' ;~ lj'1g Il lli teri:!! 

I:ist~\·s!, 1\ 1I1;ltL"ri,dl,\' .!i~lll·s'iI.'d n::ill t'::11111111 n'm;!ill nwralJy per rett. 

eVel1 II hc \\;\n1 ... \(1 bl', ht:!icvcd SCl"illh,';:k \ m;:.ll'rirdly di$trcsst:d 

mall t:0I1l nl hesl hOl\'\.' ;l 11"1 ;,1 mm,ll ~1,lIIJ;rd whic.:h dtJc$ not JC~ld him 

10 pr:-rrccli l' Jlo bc h<'Yl'<1 Sicinb(·t' k So Slcil;h~ck fl.'ll it essential t(l 

protest :1gillll·.\ thl' 1l 1:l1(.'riJI disp:lI ll) and JIIt ' I:11 dt'pl',l\'it)' as Ihey are 

imf'll.'tiiillL'tllS It} IIln.lIc l-t"odn(·s~. 1;1Ildnillg pl'rrl.:l.:titl!l 
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Sldtlht'\'-~ pl'\'h:-'I~'d ;1L'.l in"t [hl' ;lIi\'[j;ltjoll~ r ;\u .. cd hy (.c 

Illild":lll 1[1;lh~ri.d:-;I:( ~,('(i,·I:. s,'lf a:j,·I\,IIHI'I. SOt ial "licl\;1I:011, v"l llc 

;l!i(,llalirll and l"\1.~ml ;,Iil.':wtion, Al l 111<"'<;t, alil:llillinns ;lIC lilt' dltCd 

dkt'! t d I~:l' 41\'C'1 t"II:1I1 11\(', :u·qoiO:;II;,C' 1{',hlC'JH'), (lr Illmklll 111:111 , 

~-i;~I1'~ 11\\"1 t'IIIl1 " l'tl1i\t'\\"ll1l'·;'q 1\.'jLl'IW 'lnlX dwing \ ... . " .. hl'!\\'t'(; 11 

lI:"iillllS :In.1 ~~,l!I;I,:\"C':'" :11;111'<; ~CIlSC 01 ;:lit ,~Iioll in :\11 pbc;co:; oj' lire, 

SiC.'is,!'nk deni".1 W:lI I\li\,'n;,I;. n i~ " <;"("io p,<;.n:!J{): g.iGd l'w\I!itio ll 

l\(' an illdi\'idu.11 \,,111.11 1I1\'nil n; l ,jo:; {' ~tl.lIIgt'Lll\"lll Ihllll 11111111S( an tIll' 
;l e;;p~l:.' oi s(l\'i'.l l c -,i<;lr l :r~, Ln\,' 1(\1111111 e\pLl in,e;; ;illl'I1:1lillll !'nying 

1:1;11. "" III: II ,I:inli :I~ we liml il it: mllt!.: tI) SOf.'il'!~ je;; :.limos! tola l: il 

I",'lv,uke;; the [rblillil 01'111;111 tl ll ll~ \\()r~. In I:,\,' lhj l\~ 111.: l'Cl :lsttlll ('S , II,) 

Il.e s la le, hi I: i~ /(,11,\\\ IIH 11 ,Ill\! III lJilll "!'/ I" {].'.j), niH lhe 

C':\i";I\'I:ti;::I~ 1 i'hi!l'~l ' p~l~"'~ Illl'llliUI1 "li\"n;lIillll .1"; II P; Ll"il d o ,\ , 1l,l'Y 

n~t'litlO ll Ih.11 :11(1,kl'l1 Ill,lll ~:ll1 r,~illlCl :n"id 'WI C:II\ hC';}r il ;tS a 

Il l ,'mbl' ) or sallC' si1rit-ly: lh{'Y say, '"' lie IIIU tk'lIl IIl(iI \'idu:1 1 is IO:H ill 

the l'Iuwd :1l1tl al a Ic,~-~ l;j till'1I1 1:11.: c.:r'I\\'(\" (('nJ!i!;~ ~), I\l icl\:'l li nn is 

liJr:n a I" 'rd"lh'j! h:,tl IH"lhkm, :I prohlcm vI' CXi -; IC' II Cl'. 11 psyrhoe;;is 

:-il{'illbt'r:~ plt ·I(,':;!, ,lg;UII')1 1:1' ... ill~;:IIl;!y o j Lll il denl $1IC'icI)" 

Si!\"!-.f,i:!!-! !1i,lI m:lIl 11111 .. 1 (~"t'l\(l!ll~' Ilti~ II lilbdy I' otl'd ill Ihe modcl'lI 

... t',"I'.:ty, h 1;.';d;/1I1~' lil,lI ill' \-,11111111 Iii ~ \\ ililu111 ${lt'k ty 'sicinbc t.' k 

IH.:n~1' 111:-1 hi" I'aith ill 11 1;\11 :In,1 ill the' c;u\:i;:! inslit :ltiOIlS cn:c11cu by 

m.m Ill' h:llcvc .. llt~l 111 .111 11I 1 1 ~ ! kl'I.'P lit Id'c l 1inl'C ~" uI1Inin! C'd; 

1111":\,":lII!("I1. r"l 1Ill' P'I:-;:t!rlly, dC'''rllh:'. till.' rc ~ !I(,SSIl C'.se;;. se .... erily uf 

ch,ul .... :lIId di sllldn .. ill 1111:11:111 sud\,'!y, 

/\ s Sl~inhl'd. slrCS~t' $ Itl Ihe ( '///, r'.J (jrlid, ml1lcria l 

:It'llui~i l ivC'lIt:ss in IH1II1.1II 1I1111OIC nl icll:1tn 111 ;11\ mid blind e;; hi m 10 his 

rc lClliOIl so in fi'rI/lla Fica he $11(1\.\ e;; ~nt:i II :1I ;,' I1:1( iol1 l'ill l~ed hy wars 
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\\hidl 11l,I~t 111I:il "1:1·I:\II:'I'l:~ "j:h')~lt :In ;11ll'h·,lr. \\Itll, l UI;'l I1nl;/1111 

l'lh,rk ... :. ':Ild('~ . .;. 1I,,'lk,,:," (b;l(lll 17"> 111 /"mlil!" FI,, / :lil II:\.! 

I( ulil" nll'J1 .l;-Il' Ii. ir P,)\U!)' ,ll~d :hi::1-1Y, j',tll1(.' III' II:clIl Ica\oc Ihc 

~'IVIlP Ih.1I llll') : ,1\1; 1, IIIIll' I \"hlll l. lli'y In U/ Mh(' fllld ,\It'll 

S~\.'jl1k'd\ ~!l(H\ '; 111:11 /1;;111 j" im 'Iriahl tkpl'lIlknl upun 1lI.1n, 

Sldnbl'l,k ~'.'lt.:" III Ihlt \'~t\.'fll III' ~h(l\\rnl! Ilml 110 inJI\idu,d it; it 

t:tl:Jiplr.-: j.cill,~. 111: 1H'~·d_. =1i~"t:1 'I' ,F,I! hI I ,'mi,lt-Il' hi~ ... ic"t('\H'(.' ilS:l 

l'OIl~i,klL' hdIL);!.. i l:.::il) '\:'"~;;11 ill ('1//1 of (;fI{./I~; iI \;dil\i 01 s~I Li a! 

al;r'm!liC'll, 1i;1;;;:}, a,l\; 1;,:-; rli':iHh If" 1(1 1.·1.H.;llh'r:w l the S(,IISC til' 

:i!i.W:lioll by u:lili: r !ill.·m.o;.;:\' .... ill "II't/If.l H(/I, ' lte <i1'll;'f!1 ()f 

11'11/'/' ~i~nir,~·;'!lllly "II,·\\'!" 11;.11 hlllll;W bCI1~!!s h:l\~ fhe 111 0 1' <1 1 

rl.'t;I'III!'ijhilily (If S,I\ ir;¥ Ih(.'il fl'lll\\\ hUII.,1I1 hl·ing ... I'h11\1 di~hc'is frolll 

;\11)' \"t:-lSII\lph~' It:ll\lr.!\ PI ~lll:i:d 

S\C:lih.:d, h.'h"_cl:i II .. d Ii~rl.l;~rl bcin::.,:: 11111\:1 rU1Il1: 11111 or Ilil,i .. 

;~j inj:!~ull. Ilf 111~'il' ~;I.';r·("l il -Il!(,II-":;iL \\'I .. lIl'\"cr might he the 

dt';IlCI1I;ll :l;1:wlily Il! ';iI'-.l~·l!1 t;1 \~'i\'I) ill ,';u!;;tillg llIan. 11l;l1l hils to he 

llHlrc- Clljl"'l"iniL-. fir h::Il1.lIl Lt· ... r"I: ... i\ i:ll)', ():d) Illi,,; SCI1~C' or hUJ1Ian 

.\'spom.ibility will Il.'1il.~\'t.: Ill<ln from i!,\lialit'Cl SIi . .'inlwck·s hclief in 

11' 'n' .. IIlcli ni1li(11l to p,rl'tl.:dl'n lead!' ililll \() l'O'illlic lIuily. ~n, Ju~crh 

\\ilyl~': IlL Ii! / f (;(1 (1 (:11.1<11111111 :i:ll.' ri li(cc;. him'.elf ;111 I'cc",n ..: s .. p,1\' \ 

nl' tLe l't'~, l ilic u~lioll. 

SI"ill!ll'\"!>; "liS 1111 ('".iilllisL [lut his oplin ') :11 it; qui le dirferent 

l'1Oi11 Iklllil'}!\\:lY·c;. Ikl1l1nt!\\;1y'~ prulaell1li ,lo; {h. slJlnelhing heroic. 

tt.\.')' show inJJ\"Jtiual CIHII:lgC hUI their CIHll"Jge do~s mit si~l1iry 

all~ Iilin~ hCGtll.5c tilCl1 CCHII'<lg(" I ~ 1,IJlviJIl"lbt ic, "c l1~!,;cnlcrcd. T!II;i r 

cnmllg.c ic;. pcr!l1n~l. il h1S nuthing. 10 do wilh the l'lll11ll1')11 pC(lplc, Ihe 

c\lmmunity SIl'inhl.·d IHi.1f10SC:s 111;1\ Irtlc couragt" c:ignific'i sOlUclhillg 

i'1) 1 Iht: SCI .. icc I r (In: C()iHTlIUa;ty. r\ll' I hI.' SCIV\CC Ill' liumanity , 

9 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



StcilJh~l'k W<lS not ('or.('(: : n~'(t .. ~ i:h '11I1i\ idu"is a!III 'C. Hl! believed t' J1 

l:ufIl:1Jl hcill~'~' I"r~pcdivc nf ':!(.'If 1;\"';.11, ('lImic, CCQ~(llmc un.1 

:r\,Liill : • .ll'lIliry l\!Il<":\lI!l' I1lity u:\e idenlity: Ihnt i:> hum~lI1ity, Lvery 

in.li"idll;\1. he h(.'ht,;\(,~I, ;, ill"il'pmablj' H'l,lIed \\ jlh the Intnl hIHT':lrily 

I!r.d evclY illtllva!u;\! ir. his r:1rl 11:1" Iililll h.'''!IClII .. ihilitil·S III pClfonn 

fnr tbc illll11;lI1ity, 1\5 n ll :;m Sitiull('t,;'k bel 'wd this :lIId :IS a I~()veljsl 

,II:;. he w::n{cd t:1 rcr'lll,l~ 1:1(" ~:1I!I~ t!u:) :lilt: n;"pnI1s:hifily. 

Stti:lh: .. :k 'J. Ibclli)' tIl nl~iJO;~ pro\'c'i 111;0;: 

I,. h; ~ ihCMy or fi t: ~il'II, ~~l('illhcd(, showeu I hilt. like r.n 

h.divid ••• d, i1 IInn::i',1 .~ ;I~;,n .. r:erl ul the !!HlUP, ,:,c comll1unl~y. So 

l!lC wOI'k (lr ~1 Iw\'cli:-t W:1~ \:1 ctlllll'i1n . ..: tn tl.c hetlC'fIIlen t 1'1' thc 

ii.tii, :1~II.rI :"'~ ., r ;,t ,,';i l:"lr~l' l (IrL~'nir.11l /\ IHlVclio;t, Stcillbcd. 

h..:lit:vt.:d. I" ,I P;\I,!.;\"I lil- ilii the h.lI;l,.11 l'on~l;bu;ioIiS or the pJst and 

i~lc pll'Senl. Su it is t::c liwr,d il1l.:ulilb.1t1 ur the novelist Il' 

"1"'<ls~''''l1Ihic'' 1: 14.: f,llllie f'J I'!;mllil/l Il), )I(' i,lkd S<ly~; 

I, as ilIW\,,,' :i ~l am F0t.!',!(l nut onl) of my 

0\\,1 lil.ie I:t;( or :lIi t!\c n ,Il'.S ~ml l:ltll' :!', 

1:1(: 1:1) In a;l.J rll'jt1llicc, the ~~jtll alll.l 

11!1!.::; tli;ll pr';"'l'f:dl'd 1llC', , .. A lIu\cl i l is 

;\ kind M ny p,l re l in wilieh everythinll 

~~llinC' ... ,I :isjIl11 j~ lhl;l;\n I'c :l<;sl' mhlc life 

II1I1J S\It.1C ~j,;d \)r uld~J'. (,\'(t·IJ/u . .'rH , I 

!.il,· III I ~!lt'I,\ 572) 

So <I ;JOH' Ii <;\ is committed to "rC'<I":scll1blc" Ihe liff" of it 

community :,ec('lrdill~ ttl th~' l'C"nlral ideas renred hy thc ,lO)'d is t . 

Sidnbcd's CoJJ1c("pl 0:' 'lft is ,11U5 Si111ibl ttl Prust Fisc:,cr's , Fischer 

says or .. rI. "all :1r1 IS C'olHliliu;1l' c.I hy timt: ~nd rcp;cscrlt~ hUIl1:1nily in 
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of:l p:I;[in:1.11 1;1'1Il,'I~ !\or.l·alb)"" (1 ' \ 

A:! 1; 1 1 .. :1\1 ) 'qn: S('Il1C lliill l-', 1,1 1.:(111",-(,)' In th ~' n'I:llJItI:lily. 

I·tl'.hl~;': 1' ..... IiI· l !",)S. ";li l InrlllS inc il't mlly tli!:: C()mdUllSI1~!\S, 

n:hl~';dly PIl'I lI y 1.:\I:j,~.II\l ll l·d hllC :1'" "~_ llll'$SII"'S of :l ~.('H:i~dl}' 

l·o.lllllilln,.d \' oild \ ;n .... ·· {I H), Till: 11t",cl 1\'; fill II I Ill" ill I (;:1111101 be 

lO.ln;CIS or t:H: li,m:. '1 he .. r li:-! llIust 1('11 Ihe tTuth CJf hiS t:mc. 

bCl'<l II !'c "hi s .1 1'1. if' it he mt. \\-ill IdJ ~'tH I th e: twlh of his dny, Autl 

Ih nl IS ,III 1!t"1 111::1;1:1'5", tJ) II l.a\\·!t':1 I.:C ilS qllolcd ill ]rl/' ('t'r1(wy 

I itl'/'(:",' ('rilid,\"II/. 11.1 ). 

C[1t'11r:1 In I~I:C' sirl('s i:1 Ihnl. if II heC I)li il' .o;; I ~CCCSS,Hy , A enid ~md 

dCl:'!r!ieJ nmc!ist, hiw;ng, JlO inl er(" o;; 1 in tile stlllggic ur his own tim!!, 

c .ilOnul ere.lh! :i'lil' l"I)l:qllcriili'. :11 1. ;:"cry sl:c,~cssrulIlO \'cli st nerds 10 

bc..: .. mc l'(lil~dull<: a(~(l~ll his lime ;Jilt! ;he cunnicts (If hi s lime And 

pl'I 'pk ('\'(,11 IleillY .I:II:I':S. Ihe l· ,pa lli a(~ :md "dcni/.cll or iVQ1Y 

h,"'CI:\", 1lI : l1Iil'l' s t S:~ nnwli :, I' !.; interc!>1 In the IIPWUI('d All lerica:ls he 

I,, ~' t i .. FUf(l pe SCI till' nll\l'I,.t:.; ,,110 iglllHC lillie lid (',\lclIlal rCHlily. 

pld":111I1a !>1lh.iediH' :(1 (1:l j('cti\'c 1'(': llily. du Jitll do jll~licc.: tu thl! 

1l'l\rI ns :1 lillln ~1 1 ,11"1. \\,it!llll;! \''(I..:rt1i1 1 e,elll';, lime n(1''''s not.! 

I:l can a:lytl:i.lg "i:l:.l:11 tile C'~r. l s. Wil ll l..'I!1 ('~I e: rn ;1 1 (lCCllrrelices it is 

IIln.( r:n:t :\IH.i lin I) SUbJt'cl i\cly e(II.l:Ci\';lblc, Time's o:1\varJ 1Il0110n to 

eiCl'Uli) vii tll:llly lll''':UIl ,cs l : iI.: "'Uillcks~ winul\i! CHI:ts Iha( ::1. 

iml'rinll'd l' J"l it. \\ itlwu t mOIl! "hn l.ni,ritlIS the CHlltS. I ilm', f" eilts, 

I1m!!ll:! and hUlll" bci :lgS ln~"lhcr l;("Ill'>tilll\C the wh(1le re a ht y. Time 

",;1;lrl frrolll rn :ln ;111(/ ('vcnts 1:-' simply ;1 d)'n:111lit mol inn of the solar 
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<I 

( > I Z. 'if ,/.)11:" ; /ii" 0\ \ 1 ' _'.HI \ " 1/1 ILI,W/): 1I.1 .1/1IJ/fv 

,)/1.1 ) .. J;,) wJ mp ;)! H':~ Itl.) .):' ,\ :!lU I ) :-; 1: "' II" ! !o. IlPI'H.: d ~;)J!tlh .")L! 

!,IIC ).,lU ~lql!.)~ : tI ~ ~1I1 .IJ I"!UIS IIIII! p.'I I ' h).I~ IIt:J I S! 1.1."'I !1111 .. ,l l jlll) PPt ) \ \ 

1.U:UI ;'I tt } ·\lqll.lI . l .\lj.l ."'I fl\CI .I" jl : IIl. \\ 1.1111U ,11 jl IIlUI.! :I \!I1 } ~ :"\L:lI'd." 

·'H .. ' s .,) lI ilu' .' : U ~ l .II) II t) :)I'.I :'d:ls ~q l ''> 1111 :;1 11 "! tll l\\ ' '1 ,1111 ;'1' •. 1,\\ 

),C t ~ ' p!l)'o.l .11\ 1 '.C .' m:rl I' ;: :Ia 1,11\: J,I!: J' !l W l :l .' ~.)Jd ')'P 

tl (' 'puHOJ ;i 't)lal ,1111 ' .11 \:d ')'11 11 11 "'PII "J.,l' .. :;It' I'lI! ... llp '.1 1.1: It UIIII~ '\\ 

JI:l p huu.) ln\l S! .. 11 11.:: "1 11 ... '1( I ;)1'11111 .)11 1 ") I" ,:d ,'I i l U:OJ I 111 1 ' .. '\ IH: I 

I ) ' ,11)1:1 5 , .1 '1 ~ ! .. I III: I ',lI l .• • ";1 11\ \; IUn.tl l ,11 11 _1" '1 11.h.) hi :'11: I,l \ 1\ 11 1 

.1'I,lds s l~ q.' ,\ IH I :'IS !I I '.\ 111 )11. ) .ll l! :1::1\";*11.) :1\ r!.h,l';~! ;', :1 ! I! :.! , .I.)S.l d 

Jtll ~111!Il:.l lI !: I) I\ ,:t! ,""11 Jtl ,l .lt:1: Ql ll! ,)'1 1 1'1 ')'iud·, '! \.)\jll !,lIS ')I ~·i .'\" 

UN '.dm \" .. / 11J)!lldo\'O/!II ,1 / '11 :1 ,I/O,j"/U I .y;c'~ t' ! ~ '1 ! JI) Ihl!I!lI jIH 

~Jll li .)IJI UI 11 J ')IlP,:u tl lujlN : ' ! ~ :I I\ IIJ Pi:,: I'.ml :-i) ! .Ill 11 p,HU.i.,p 

.) \L: q III ,HI I J' l J HIOS ',1C11 !: I I'll' I' t.: \!: \ \ l! '.\ 11 S! =! II! 11 11:,) I',)! II 

;i\I'q JIOtl ,\\ 1:!'Il ;~ I ;.\ ' ,.1'1'1 :111: I '~;):'~l : .: t.\!( ) ',)1 {t11" ' t" illlJ,1 · ... I 'l ·ll ll1· 

(h'.hIU ltU:: l tI.J tt!,)'~l :':/1 10 1\\):1: ... :1;.,\' .'\ .;:I~:;! .. HIII'1) p'.I!,·o)\U 

pili: ,) ! I li! lll l' '! '1 :'_\ ~ I ~ ll 51 \'''''.1.)11 

,):l!:. ~ I !l ll '\ I'! ·,';ql:d;'.:,1 I~ ,ill!!. I; :1: 

, 
\;I"li'i""~ .,\ 1\1:'1" 

,'11: , -;1 I"::} II! 1'\ l;olloj ll l~; ';' 

" ~.)qdtl ~ 1 (I! I': ,I .1.\ • '.,f. ,,, ::, ': !1·; ~i . 1 · .• \1.: (1':I,l,!! " Ii I 

~l l }".II'.\/ 1"\/,1.,,": J .I"!'\;" il; 1: 

:'1 .1 .. n Sill": I( ' !' ! \\ '.lll i!"' :).'!' ... 11I '"I:'hl.\ 

~II .1. ,10\\ 1:' , /1; " '(!tI,,,.,,:: .~~ ; ! 1:111: .· , ' 11 

.' :., ,; .11 "'1 ,,:,'.11 ,':1 ·.\ I II,~, I: 1.1 ''''"i l 

,")· 11 L II ,I 1.1\,1\\\ , ,1 ; 11 1 .I~II I .1'! 

' j.)\111 1 ' 1'1 I" ""P' I ;''11;: " I';:.t!! .)!:l1I \11 .... :) 

t:] t .q,U"II I! I " ":{!,~'''1II1 lJ.\ ,·U I II! \I 

~lt:.'tll~ I 111\ '\ iqil ll 1,l i '; I ) I !'ot ,I :'I II.)· \,} 

I)t' .ml!1 ,,, ouil ! 1" \1 \ '. 11111 I" '1 .,. \\11: r, Il~ ."'1."\ \111 I .~ql pl1l' 11jH) \\ 
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Max Wl's thrn'I~ , .lIgUlIlg Ihi " til\lc:lc: ~"nl' '' '\ l"tllll'Cpt o r the 

llHllinn \\Tilers. s11e sse~ thaI a sc:pamtc l1lar~1Il1:! uj" tile: s()t;ia l values 

iI~ di , t(\rtcd b~ till' lloulj 'ii indir. • .'ltly ac:c:nu.''' UpUIl Ihe novelis t a 

rl'spon"lhilit) h~ c:rt!<ltC: 'iOllll'lhing \\hlch h .. " Illtegrlty. Wcslhrook 

"lIyS. " thl: .nti s t \\ lIu fed s Ilutl society '" " lIlu l'S arc di s torted lind th.1I 

Ihe nwdc:rn hc:ro is an exile in his uwn I .. ml l1lust be able tu create 

through l:mgu;lge IIl1d sHlry sU1m: lhing th ;11 iH1 s integrity. I r he l'UllIlOI, 

thcn his stnrie' urc I11cl'cly pri\:Ltt! (,lr partisan and calL make no cln im 

\Ipon the <ltle lltioll ur se rioll s mcn" (Wcsthrook 12). 

Ir " novelist is by naturc solitary. a:wc ial , and unahle to enler 

intu (111) rc:l :lt il)nsllip with tlthe:r humal1 bc:ingc;, ir he thinks, like 

Il eide:ggar. that 111<111 is thrown into being in the world. implying that 

lllilll is cUllstill1linnally unahle ttl estahlish a rela ti unship with things 

or pcrsons out side: of himSl'lr, he will nut ere:ille an <l rt of pcrmanent 

appcal. Virv.inia V. ' (I{III~ ~ estimlltion of lire <\5 "", luminolls halo, il 

~cllli Iranc;parent e:uvclope sur roulldlllg. us rltlm the heginning or 

con sciull s l1e:~" In the end" ("'s in 2fl" C(,I/lIII ,), UrC!rw'y C,.itid,WI, 88). 

tS III f:,e:t. a conrused understanding (If life alllJ environillent. If an 

l1r1i st t<ln logicall y Shi/Pt' thl! thoughts of his e:xi stcnce and 

environment he "iJlnol see life: as "scmi tntllsparCn l"; mthe:r. he will 

see: it tr"llspllrenlly linked \\ith (lther IWIlI ,III heing.s lind cxternnl 

Ilnlllrl' , 

Oltl~' \\ ilh plt:I'L:f<.'IIL: l' til !whjn'li\e: llnliers tanding \11 time. 111<ln 

and rc:\lity some Iw\'ds havc heell dnsscd as psychulogic;!1 nO\lels. 

Ihlt psye:holug.icnl Ilo\d s nrc m)t difTeR'nl rrom till' social nnvels. 

hUlh ccnter IllllIUJ man ami svciclY. Because eilher in psychological 

/WH'js IIr in sucia l 11tH ci s. in any f~lnn. SOcicl) and c:nnSci(IUSIlCSS or 
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thc '\:ontillgcnl"' "jlh \\holl1 rn<ln livt:s must ~{lIl1C in a no ... el: Lcn01rd 

1 ),1' IS (;1111\ ilH.llIgl~ al'gu~ .. , 

III 

N()ve ls "ltempt 10 cOll tain Ihrough 

leplCSClllaliun ul tlrl' hll"h ly ur a so~il:ty 

al iI g.iven moment. I:ven il II Ilovel is in il 

dnl\\11lg Hlum. III01t HlOIll wi ll L"olll aill in 

its :-;111 .. 11 ami limi tcd st:npc the socin l 

reliltioll and thought sy"tem o r a I::lrgt:r 

world , (Ih vis. 26) . 

repre!->e ntin g. S(H: icty SOL"i01 1 Ctl l1 St:i o ll sncss. 

pSyt:ho lllg iL"nl novels Hnd social novels do not cOllt rndict each o ther. 

Terry Eagle ton resolves that. "<I r sycholtlg iL"ul reading of the novel 

thell Il ~e d not he an alternative IU n soc ial inlC'rpreta tiull or it. We nrc 

speak ing lather or 1\,,) sides or aSr~cls 01 ;:1 s ingle humrlll 

siltlll1iull" (Tltc'w), 0/ Fh'riol/ 176). 1 hus. " the Indy imagil1illive 

IltlVc:lisl" lIlusl have "an tlllsh<Jknhlc a 'spec i ror the ctl ntingcnt. 

wilholll it he sinks into fnl1t<lsy. which is a \",1)' of de forming n:C1lity" 

(KennudL'. 12X). 

EviliL'llt/y litenlr)' tht:tHClicialls \\ bo sugges t Ihm literat ure 

must al ways ha ve II purpose ;lIld purposive liclllullstrC1tion me grcC1t er 

in 1l1llllhl'l' alld more In the point. Steinbeck also adhered to this 

princi ple. Stci nhed was essentially n :-;ol.:i ,,1 unve lis!. lIe viewed man 

nS;l heing insepmahl) rcl"led with thc comlllu nit y, lI e believed Ihat 

without the community .ttl individual cannot c:o.ist. In his arlic.ie 

"!\ rgllllH:nt 01" I'ha lan," StcinhL·cl.. says: 

Ollce a man hrls hecome a lInit III <l 

Phalal\x in motion . he is CC1p,lble o f 
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prlllligil'''. (I]" emllir ,111(,1..'. 1)1' thoughl 

ur o r emotioll sur.:h as \\\1111<1 he 

ulilhink"hle. were he ,Kling ::lS 

individual 111<111 

rht: wunl " "halan;.t '· refers 10 hl..'lIvi ly armed infantry in close 

ranks and tiles . Stc in he<:k 1151..'5 lhe term to me,lIl compact o r closcly 

massl..'d hotl), or perso lls or .lIlillJals- the gwup. Sleinbeck stresses the 

impOrl.1nr.:e or the group for the existence of the illdividl1il l ~ 

I\s individual hUllmllS we arc far 

superior in our fUllclinli S to <1nylhil1lZ 

the world hns horne. ill Ollr groups. 

\\e arc 1ll'1 (lilly ,,\r['leriuf hUI in ract. 

arc remnrk:lhle lik<: thuse must 

pcrfect groups: the ants and the hees 

(S/(';lIhl!('k Life> in L('lIl!n 75) 

In Steillh~d's nS$CSSlllCllt ncr~ ilr Jiv id lt:1I is til e sum tulal of 

so many I.:clls (group) tu make a fin;}1 complex unit (man). this unit 

(111,111) says Slei nbcr.:k "also arranges hilliself inln IJrgcr units. which I 

ha ve ca ll ed the I' h"lanx" (7Q). Slcinhcd SilYS, thc Phnlnnx has 

"cmotions uf \\lI il.: h Ihc llnrt Illall is llll~ar"hlc : el1lo tions ur 
destructilln. of W;lf. or migratioll. of haIred ... .. (80), Steinheck g.lles 

to Ihe extl..'nt ns tn declal'<.' Ihat even rehgion nnd nrl are the creat ion 

of the Pha lanx. III his own w(wds, "nrl then is the prnpcrty o f the 

1)lInl .. lIx, not of' the individunl. Art is the Phalnnx t...nov. lctlgc of the 

nnturc uf mntler nnll life '" the artist is simply the spokestllfm or the 

phalanx" (8 I) , Steinbeck reiterates that ilrt " is invarinbly a feeling o f 

\llll'ncss wilh onc's Phnlallx" (HI) . Ucc;}ltse Ihl' ullit (individuallllan) 
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C(lI1l'il il utl'S the group (1' 11:.11;111'\) ;Illd Ihe " lIlIil 1111111 is lond)' whell he 

is cut niT he dies. From the Phillanx he !akcs the Iluid necessary to 

hi s life" (~2). So :111 m'lisl. Stcinheck believC's, hils some comm itment 

to the gnHlp, the l'ollHll llnit y. the I'hai'lIlx. Steinheck SilY";, "when 

your Pllillallx nccds you. II will usc yOLI. ir YOII arc the materinl to he 

used. You will knnw WhCH it !.:UlllCS il nd whl"1l it docs come, n()lhing 

yo u dQ willlc! you escape" (X2). 

So fo r attain ing <1 n in!l:.'grit y or Ihe objectivc rc.d ity o f the 

comll1unity thruugh lang uage and story, Ste inheck as a novelist was 

c(llllmitlcd 10 the society he hclongcd 10, and the real it)' he 

experil'llceti . Steinbeck cl1(l:-:;c com mitment tiS all Illtitude , as an 

,dtCrlHlIi\'l' III aliellil tion. ('(1I11111illlll'lH docs nnt imp\lSC any auster ity 

IIPOl1 the novelist. nor has Ihis huund the l10velist with any strict 

rulc$. II is simply a matter of altitude or tlte /lovelist, ns Raymond 

Willi~.rns cxpl;'l ins. "commitment if il l11ealiS nnything, is s urel y 

(.:\IIl!'iCWlIS. <1(.:1 i "I.' :lIIU open: a chu il.:c or pos ition" (Mll /'xis/ll & 

Litera/m·e . 2(0). Williams cOllti nu es. "('~Jlnl1litment st rictly IS 

conscious :1djustment ur consciolls change of <llignment ... ill the 

l1l:1terinl, social practil.:e or writing as in :111)' ot her prac ti cc" (204). 

Commitment cxplicilly d~les not me~n a st ri ct himling, n reg td uting 

lllirm 0 11 the cn:at;"ity 1)(' 111(' 11 0\'el ist hindl.'ring his indcpcnlil·nce. It 

pl;J.inl)' 1l1l.',ll1S adjustlllcnt. nllillide of tltc no\'el ist so tlHl t he docs 11 0 t 

"create a fcc1ing or meaninglessness. Oln oppressive, discouraging 

:1lmOSrhere or pnssl vity" (Fisc"",. 80) . .stei nheck's Phnl,mx theory 

ilplly shows tlHlI hi s IheM) or liction was quite si milar to R<.Iymo nd 

Williams and Ernst Fischer. hccnllsc Steillbeck's Phalanx theory 

shows thnt he l1:1d the 1'001 oj' all hi s thoughts III man. in the 

community. 

16 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



But thc cllnfused n:prt:sclIliItion o r till': wo rld ns nne o f 

11 111 11i plc enllses nnd effects in non-lincnf and complex wnys. giving 

<li .. jullI.:tivc hUlllan t..·xrcfiem:c is wrong. I.(l uis 1\1thuser a rgucs. 

" human ll1dl\ idunl s arc Illc prllJlIt..' t Ill" mllll ) sucinl determ inants ilnd 

thlls hnvc nu csst..'ntinl uni t)," ()uoled In r eTrY Eag.leloll's Thew)' of 

Fit-tion. 17 1). S(l the ht.."lcrogcncous clements uf the sucie ty 111:1 y 

inll ucm:c tIll: commitment of the noveli st as thc incvi tablc proouct o f 

the complex society. Whatcvcr he tilL' divergent fne lms determi ning 

Ihe cx peri ence uf an indi vio unl. an ilH.lividual ca ll neve r hold a 

fra~lIl e r ll ed personn lity. The ccnlripclu1 fun:c of sCllsl h;lily conve rges 

Jiversities inlo hi s pcrsol1t1lity. Su tire no vc li st's cre4ll ivc nhility has 

tll ovcrcome this condit iuning innuc llCl' Ilf lilt.., socie ly by " im posing 

the tllli ly of mind nn the dive rsity of Ihings" (Silrtn:. 372), in sueh a 

\'r"y that it ducs rHlt end in a "poctica ll } fell nihili sm and immersion 

in nothingness" (Alfred Kalin. 342). 

COlll milment IS then an arre<ll as <111 " litera ry work is an 

appcal" . ClIl1l111ilmcnt ducs 1101 impel a 11I1\·c li :51 to porlray the s(leiaJ 

misery and conclude with pol it ical dCl:i sions. Politie,,1 d~ci s io n s ano 

inter\,c luiulls me rWI the things Ilmt the l1ovdi:-1 slwuld he committed 

10, loIn rightly thought, " it is the Iq~is l ator's duty 10 inte rvene, le i 

him Ihi nk ahout it and put things righ t. it litis 1101 an)'l hiug tn do with 

me ... " (David N. Moorg<lli::o:. 114). 

COllllllill11Cllt. a:-; ;.lI1 altitudinal :111t1 so!; ;,,1 \·ic\\ rur increasing 

man' s in ICrpC rs(ln;1I relati tHl , enn relieve man (lr the evil v I" nlicnation. 

01 the negative id e-n lily to positiH rnulliplil:ity. to univcrsali ty of 

being.. Steinbeck had a dear iden of his commitment and ndhercd to 

thi::;; cUllllllitrnerll which I::;; evident in his personal letters wr itten to 

diffe-fe-1l1 pcurle in diffcrent tillles . In his wurks he hos ill ustrn tcd 
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how I.:Ot1lllli lJl)CIlI plays" POSi li \(' roll' in II !llllll'S \'Iew. how a man 

I.;an adjust illlll ;d t~lI hilll!'I,:lr\\ilh the 1ll1l1liplil.'ily (J i lives llI'tHlIld, 

COlllmitml'nt is then it ncxihle ~djtls tin g ahility <1nd attitude 

withollt <lny thcu rdica l extremism <l nd bias 10 any preset clItegory to 

appl y II) literature. The thing lh ,t! mallers most is the intention and 

all it\l(.ic or till' novelist whieh is till.: sharillg spirit Ill' Ihl.; l:Ofl)111itll1ent 

Hlld COI1 I("nl of' Ihe 1111\'(' 1. Thcoretic;!1 ext l' cmism more thull Ihis 

bruises the I.:n:ativit) of tilt.: noveli st I\s I,' ollcault S;lYS. " theory is 

vio lcnt because il attcmpt'} to speak from without rather than within 

disalltm ing thc lcalm or possihilitic:o:;·· ()II11tcd ill Barry Smnrt, 

FO/fctfll{ I. Mllrx j,\' III (IIleI ( 'r it Itl/H> 27). 

To be trllt! to his inl<:ntion. attitude and rlli thflll to his 

eom mitmcnt. the novC'li"t rillls. "must know his people. be as ramiliar 

with thr.:111 as IhOllgh the Illen were hi s constant tll ve rn companion. the 

WOlll<ln his living duxies ~nd (ile children his uwn brat s,.," (Raman 

Seldan. A U(!oder ',f VI/iill' 10 COl/femporary Ulel'lIIy rlll'()/Y 46). An 

unshadcu 1IIl1Jersl<1ntlill,!!. or the rr;llity el1nhles the writer to nli gn his 

"]" with "\Ve" or l'al1ltlus "They" or Manin Ileideggar, The novelist 

ml1st uphold his nlig,nment; Roymond Williams says, "writing like 

olher pra ct i ce .~ is in <111 illlpor\:1nt sense always ali gned: that is to say. 

thnt it variousl y expresses. ex plicitly or imrlil·itly. specifically 

selct..:t~d expel'iences rrom i1 spedf'ic point oj' view" (! 99), So 

l'heodoro Adorno or FrnnHurt schuvl is WHJIlg Wht.:l l he cri tic izes 

'; tbe direct <.:ontnl:\ rt:ality" by arguing. that "det<lt..:hmenl gives 

literalure its speci:t! sigllilicallce and puwer. !\'Iodernist writings nre 

r;u'lind.lI'ly dist~H1r.:l'd frum till' rcality tll which they allude and this 

liisl<lllee gives their wllrk the power of' critici7ing the reality" (as 

quoted ill II /« ' fldel' ',~ G/lidl! !II COII/I'1II1JOI'1II'Y U/C.'I'(//J! 1'I/(wry 34). 
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t\dtln\o gue ... \1(1 ilr~ulIIg thill "<In l';lIIIH1t :; ll11pl) lellel:t tile soc ial 

sys tem hilI als{l acts ,\ ;thilJ th L' realit y liS ~1I1 "irritani" \\hic.:h produces 

:Ill indirel' t so rt uf knowledge, ,,1'1 is the: neg:lliv(' knuwledge of the 

aclmll wurld" (;15 <]lIotcd in Ii /(('(/(It',- ',\ (il/itle' 10 ('oll/cmporary 

LIfc!I'II/I ' TIi(!ol'l ' l·)) . 

Evidcntly, rllr it successful novel. the- nuvelist must know th e 

reality, III list kllllW hi s peuple.: and his lime Steinheck knew hi s 

pe.:o['lle closel)', rar mOIl' illtimalc ly than nny onc or his 

C~lJlll'111porilril's bulklll'l' lih'd III <I gloolll) workl wjl h~HI\ 

understanding man cither as;1 hiolugicnl or 'I ~ a Jlsychulogical being. 

and man's relatioll with the l'll\'irunl1lcnt til.1l pn.:uctcrmincs man's 

ps),dHllogU:ill en1il), . llem inl,!wa(s inspinHioll ur opti misli c survival 

~Ind g,lIl:lIl ll'} agalilst ddea t is Iltlt Ihl' restlll {If his Io ta I ul1derstanding 

of 1lI.1Il ilnd his IlIilt.:rOl:lISmlC relation . II is the n.:sult of lIemingway' s 

s UJl~r rit.:ial \\oTld , "j!.:\\ . Sicinbl'ck ''''ilh his Illcliiol'l"e philosllpher's 

1:llen! auli profound society cnnsciuusness c()ulli sec man on a wilie r 

t;; \Il v;ts, on a Ilwc r(lcn~Jlli c hro:tdnc~s. I Ie lived with the el<lss of 

people that came ill his works. li e workc.:t..I with them, sUlrvcd wil h 

them, keenly observed their way (,.lflil"e , So Steinbeck's peuple nrc far 

Ilcare~ 10 r(,alit), than the people (If Fmdkner and Ilcming".'ay. 

[he Al11crk.tIl sot.:lal rl'alll) betwecn the two ~re<ll wars- the 

nest pe ri{ld {lr Steinbeck's writing. career- acted upon the American 

novelists in two w<Iys : olle was ret reat Ir01l1 reality tn pcssi mi stil.: 

determin ism, another \0 nnturalisll1 , Pessimistic determinism is an 

escape, and naluralism is an cndca\'or to understand mau and society 

in it s rea l perspective, The Ililluralislic endeavor oj' Steinbeck was 

misllnticrst('l(lu by critics like Edmund Wilson whll saill, "Mr. 

Steinbed always in his lict ion is dealing either with lower animals or 
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wi th 11l1111 ~\11 heing...; 5 11 !'ud imcnt,,!,y th:11 they ~\fC nlmost on :ln imnl 

le\'eI" (Hop /11 TIlt' Back Room (1) Mu~t critit: s echoed Wilsnll . I hi s 

\\tlS no t thc consensus of' the crit ic 'i. r .. ther il was the outcome of the 

inllllcnl.'c or Wil son. 

Steinbeck hcgan hi s writi ng C ~Ul" L' r niming to uplifl 1l1<l11 1'1'0111 

dcspair III hore. lie.: knew his s(1cicty, p~nple and the period . In thc 

period bctwcC'1l the two grl'lIl wa rs it w .. s c<;scl1 liill tor the Americ<lll 

intellccllial s tn shuw thL' \\IHlIc II;llioli ;\ ra y uJ' hope, Steinheck was a 

soc iall y t'o ll sc i\IIlS novelist. As he L'xpl .. ins in hi<; speech nccepl ing 

the Nnhcl Priz.c. he w<llltcd " to cc lchr:ltc m.m's proven cnpacily fur 

grcalllcs<; of heart nnd spirit ror gallan t!'y ill defcat for courage, 

1,:\lInpa<;sion and l!He ill I hI.' elldll.· .... war ilgn inst weilk ness Ilnd 

despair" (I'(1l'fClhh' Sll!illh('rk 692). Ste inbcd Ii rll1l y hcld thnl every 

writer has SOllie social responsibi lity, Sli m e eOllllllit ll1e llt . 111 the same 

specch he said. "a writer who docs Ilvt passionately believe in the 

rl'rfccl lbilit ~ (If m,1L1 has lUI <.h.'dil:alion nor <l ny lllcmhcrship in 

lileratmc" (6()2) . 

Ste inbeck made socie ty parti ,lIl y respunsible ror destroy in g the 

" perfccti hi lit y" of mall and felt il ob li ga tory ror conscious people to 

l.:~ l1'1'cct "hat hnd gOlle \\I'O llg . Ilu1l1nl1 11<llurL' and conduct. Stc inhcck 

bel ieved. is sh:1pcd hy the socia l inSli1I1t i\l!l s. Etilla lly he fe lt . 

in st itut ion;!1 clulilge oilly docs not a~sure the I.:hnngc of hUlllnn 

cOlldul.:1. With 1his belief and scnse of oh l ig~lli oll. he portrayed hi s 

s implc L'hmaeters and through them he has tr ied to fullill his social 

respunsibility. Like the novelist himsel f. the)' arc si mple. they cnn see 

life with c1cnr eyes and c:<prcss their worries s trai ghtl y in s imple 

words. As a novelist , Steinbeck felt that hc "grew less complicated 

nil the ti me find Ihat' s a jlly hi 111 C" (1.11. R7). Steinheck's simplicity 
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as a Ilovelist III pmlrrt)'illg. Vl:ry Si ll lplt: ch.tr;lI..: lcrs ['Will the lower 

<.:lass of the svcicty \\as 1101 righ tly undcrs\()od by the li terary 

!>c IHliar'>: they lenllcd his people as "ani mals", 

Stt' inbcck's social and polilic;tl ide,ls sOlllet ime make him 

appcm MolrX; , l in approach. I ~ut II(: \\0<1" nut \l s lr~l\lt! par ly li ller like 

Jack I.ulldllll, tipton Sim:lair and ./;lIlll'S T. F~JTcll. Stein bec k 

IH:si t ~lllly turncu III rvl,lr:-'JSIll IIII' Ihe ~oltJliOJl u l the prevailing socia l 

problcms in his lime. Ilmvever. Steinbec k cou lJ no l <lcce pt the 

SO IUlitln of Ihc problems Ihnlt lgh clas, struggle. l ie could 11 01 approve 

o r a phi losophy thilt encouraged class hatred. Steinbeck's hes ita nt 

~vl ~rxisl approach did nul laSI \(10 long. 

Aft er the Sc-rumi Wor ld Wa r the social incertilud e ill Ameri ca 

began to t.:hange due In Ihe socia l legis lations. Sm:ial legis lation in 

" (lIb ind ustrial itnd ::1gricultural seclOrs changed Ihe standard of life of 

Ihe poor Cl rm laborers and industrial lahl)r~ rs . Poor f,lrJlI Inb\Jrers and 

the ir miseries in daily life stnJggle got changed: these people 

concerned Siei nhc.:ck Jlln~t. With Ihc sot.:in-cCllllomie change III 

Americ;'l, Stdnheck ' s poillt of in terest also changed . Ite turned to 

biulog.ical CH)hlli(IJI and philosophical study or lllilll. strcssil1~ that 

the individual is C()JlI let.: lcd with the gro up, ;'I1ll1 ooth the IlH..Iivitiual 

and the grOlJp arc cOllllet.: tl.'d 1(,1 nnturc integrally . l ie turned 10 

philosophy as a quest to rediscover man 's mnc roeosm ic en tity. He did 

il with Ilt l' inlcntion In oppose man's subjecti\'c. mora l. socia l tint! 

cosmJC ~dil.'nation created by the Iwo grent W<lrs and \00 Illllch 

material l.'xp'1Jlsion. J lis pliilos(lpilical vIew turned rro ll) soci al 

inequality to univers<ll equality of man and naturc . lIowever, Ih is was 

Ihlt a eon r~Hlllis t 's vie\I': ; rather. Ihis was .. vicw in pro les t o j" his tim e 

lIIHI ".:orld vie\\! . 
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h 'idl:1l11y, Stcinhcd.·s rhilt)!;ophy dcn.'lops 10 a positive end, 

pnralh:1 [0 hi " ~(lcial prole"l ~s Ihc proh;,htc ;,ltcrn tH i\c to his 

prtl!l:~I ~, I ht.: tempora ry SIH.:i ,d illl:qualily bl..' IWCl'lI tile individual iltld 

the gro up cndc; in trallSl'clHll'ut,, 1 tlnity of huth the imJividun l :lIld the 

grou p wil h n;!lurc. Wilh the reIlH)\'al or socia l Inequality, man's 

relulillll to n<llure, Ihal is cosmic unil y, hCl:olllcS more importan t. 

hdit:\et! S tt:illhcd , 1\ nO\'t,:list has th l.! I'l'<;I'0Il .. j hiljt ~ to mcnliun th is 

relation {II' m,m ttl nature, both I'WI1I till' poim or vicw of science find 

phi losuphy, Stcinhcl:k a$ n novelis t reviews human rcl:lliull 10 l1illure 

both :o:cicntifically and philnc;ophic'llly in his worJ...s, 

This poslli\'e allillldc tn human life: and Ilaturc is Stein heck's 

greatest ;;u.:hicvcmenl. Steinhed .. has hl.!en UhSC/'\ll'd only whcn he 

protested social inequalities btlt he has nol been cv"l l1uted when he 

prup(lsed e()smil- unity side by side with social illequ<llity, lie found 

cusmic unily .. s thc llhimate g~lnl of hllm .. n heings , So f'IL only a part 

of Steinbeck's talent has hecn d iscovered, 1101 his lola l achievement. 

Social incqualilY .md cosmic unity :lre the two ends of Steinbeck's 

mdical humillli slll , Steinbeck (reall't! ctlsm ic unit), as all ahcrna tivc to 

5ol: ial IIll'l]UHlily, ~t) Steinbeck thd llol propose any vi(llenl view ;n 

pro testing s()ei,, 1 inequ<llilies , l ie cou ld 1101 approve of any enmity 

between man <:I1ll1 111<111 because hc belicvcd. nHln, irrespec ti ve of his 

social (lr ccol1omil: position. is hound together integra ll y with nalure 

h'l'l )' man proceeds 10 the saine end. St l'ill hcl'k's radil:;llistll ;s Illorc 

indlllcd to hUI1l~!1jsl11, lie: l:ulI!t1 lUll accl.:pt man ilt war wit h man for 

;1I1Y l:i.ltIse whatsoever il mig.ht be. lI e felt il uselcss fur man 10 

involve himsel f in i.l skirmish for surviva l with 1l1 ~1I1 . So Ooe Uurton 

in III /)lIhioll.\ /lelllle> d\lCS lHlI lake a \"lOlc-hemlcd part in the 

Violence nf the fruit pickers, although hI..' s)l1lpat hi zc:-: with them , 

I ikl' Due Burwn. Stei nbeck hilllself hel ie"cd 111;11 Ihe slruggle fo r 
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~tII'viv,d is ('",",cntial. hut it is Ihlt Ihe nnal thil1l;t: it is n pmt uf rI \\·hul (" 

thlllg that i .. Ih\.." t:osmil: unity , rhc \\hnk thin~. Ihl: !iii: process un 

('"nh. is " fal ~rcatcr thing ttl \..'o lll:crn the humilnit y liS the total 

hum.mity hll~ thl." ~IIIllC in tegrity. bclic-\cd Stcinhcd II lld ill ustrated 

them i ll his \\urks . 

III alnw:\1 .. II or Stl.·inheck's 110\ cis this rad ica l hU I1l ;lIli slll and 

Illlllwnis l appcal arc L'mlmdil'd. lli s radk lll islll IS interwoven 

with 11lItll:lIlislll su deepl y thill . somctimes. r"diclll clements hecume 

dnm inallt ",hiif.' Illl' hlllll:llli c; \ dement rC1ll:tills reccssivc, I li s nove ls 

nrc the works where protest <lIld phil u~'ilI ph y. radicalism and 

hU !l1l.t lli sm frallll' the thcmatic unity. ThL' r()II~lwi ll g (' hnptc rs attem pt 

10 lind oul these cle menls or Sll"inhccl,, '!> l1u\'cls, aiming In discovcl' 

th c Inlul Inknt u r Stcinhl'ck o;;n far cdipscd ill the works of scholars 

hOlh ill itOIll\'! ;lJld ;Ihrnad . 
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C' 11i\I'rER I I: ril E fli\CKU IWUNLJ 

John Ernst Stcinhcd was bum in i] middle class 1,"Hled fam ily 

ill Salin .. s Valley in Califllrnia. lIi ~ r~lIhl'r ( ,lIll C Il..l settle in California 

shortl y ancr tht: Civil \Var !l is lIIulhcr wao;; n schooheacher. In the 

Sn linas Vnlley Stcinhcd.. grew up a ~ a very sensitive hoy . lie 

observed wilh keen eyes the nature and people ill the Salin<ls Va ll ey , 

Il ere he first mel the roor i\·1cxic;1 n I .. borers (Pni snllos) . li e studied in 

Slnllford irregularl y from 1920-1925 and spellt "many o r his holidAY 

ilS a hired hnnd 0 11 nearby r<llIchcs .. • " (M(lO rC, 73). Stei nheck worked 

ill a v;:lricly of jobs: haberdashery, road lilhorcr, deck crew. fish 

Imtchcry in his irregular school days . li e c"lIle ill close conlact wi th 

the laborers il ild himsell fOllnd the ir misery. the ir struggle ror 

survival llnd friendship in poverty; he relt their Jremns. their illusions 

through wh ich Ihey wllnled to t(Jrgcl the Ir mi sery. Steinbeck saw that 

Ihe laborers could not amass much mone} . su they relied 011 the ir 

fri ends IIlld gcnlline' Iricndship "midst themselves. 

Coi ncidentally. the Urea l \)epress ion began in the United 

Sllltes in 1929. whcn Stcinol!ck published his first novel . 'fhe Great 

Depn.·ssion \\las more ~everc in the. United C::;tales than in other 

western countr ies. II was the worst co llapse in the history of 

('up italisJ11 anti in its effects. I, was in l1Ial1), ways worse Ihan the 

Civi l War. 11 brought hunger for millions of onJinury pcuplc and 

plnntco despair illId blllld resentment in their hea rt s. It robbed 

rational men of their ability ttl bl! ratiullnl. II not only degraded 

American Capitalism hut also CJpitalism ns a philosophy or u system. 

f he intellectuals in America w("r(" so much perplexed by the severity 

or the Dcprcs:- iull that Ihey momentarily turned to the I:,cile promises 

of 1:1scism. st1l:ialislll and Communis lll . 
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Wc~kl1 css both ill Ihl' illd ll~ tri a l and al,! ricu ltu rnl sec tm of the 

Amcric;lII ecnllomy. rise uf oligopoly in thl' American market con trol, 

(lvcr-prudlll'li(lll. ovcr-dehl call~ed the ( ircal Depress ion. nu t 

American people hml 110 ti llle In thi nk for an y r hed of the 

dep ressiun. They wan lC'lI tn become rich quick ly and they were 

congenitally optim is tic . So husinessmen and investurs cont inued to 

expand thei r activ iti es. I hey incurrcd hug.e ddl\s. produced more 

hupin g that IllO Il CY and goods \\'('1\1111 n:nwi n in cin:l lI .. ti oll . Bllt over 

saving ;I ml fnll of general peuple's huying capae ily made the situation 

morc co mp licated. I\ s n result many pcuplc we il l hUll gry and peop le 

had a cnnstan t hlrki ng fea r thaI worse thing" were (0 CU I1l C. Many 

people became uliclllpiuyeti. Still worse \\<lS the (;()nd itioll of poor 

laborers; their w,lges fell dO\\Il. with the fea r of los ing their job. they 

had to work hard for il Iuw w<lge , in <I ll arbitrary wage sys tem: in the 

agricultural sec tor the wage \\.'ent too low. 

Steinbeck's l i fe with the mnch \\o rke rs enahled hi m to narrate 

their sl<Ite \'ividly . In a letter to L~wrl'llce Il ug~y. Steinbeck wro te, 

I slep t in the bunk house with all otlle r 

ha nds, go t li p nt fom thirty. clCil ll Cti my 

sta ll m sadd led or h ,lrtH':S!\t:d Ill~ houses 

dependi ng 011 Ille.' jnb. alc Ill)' beef ste<lk 

fo r hre<lkf:lst <!IlIJ went to work. and thc 

w(lrk d;l)' W:IS Oyer whe ll Y(HI \.:uuld no 

longer !iCC. (.\'teillhuk · II Life in I.elfers 

(,54) 

Steinht:ck " \Cd with the poor lahllfe rs. he was ill p<lid. he 

even spelll unfed days . In a letter 10 (ieorgc I\lhee he wrote, " I have 
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starved ,. hnlr tla).1i ,inti a hJ lf was my longt.'st Ii trctLh .. pers{lnall y I 

think ICIn' r IS tlie painful parI ur .. L:lni1twn" (1.1 /, (147). 

Steinbed ' .. t.'xperit!llcc with the IJburt:rs. their misery eou ld 

/lJve turned Steinbcck. like the middl e-das'i in lc lkctllals ur the 

pt.'riod, into an aClivist, a C(llllllllllli st. Starling from the Un ited States 

the (irl':1\ I)cprcssj~U1 c(} \ICI'cd the \\ hu lt.' world c:<r.:ep t lhe Sov iet 

Un ion, S~I middle class illlcll er.:lua is in Amcrica started to th illk that 

capitalism \\:lS chan gi ng. 31H.I socialis ti c philosophy was gain ing 

S ll'C n glh~ many Wl'rc in cl ined to sncialist philosopl\y. Stci nbeck was 

different 1'1'0111 Ihe intdlcc.:ll1als (I f Ihe ti lll c. III hi s lowl writer's career 

he was nevcr involved with the Comillunist .u:livists, mcntiDn hi s 

biographcrs, Ilarry '1 horntnn Moore and Ne lson Valjell. Moore 

mentions that. "wo rk ing (I n vll rious nl1lches hI.: rreqllent ly II rglied 

SOCilllislll with thl' r:lJ1ch worJ...ers. li t' had SO IlIC luve ror Socialism in 

those days, but fC <lrcd tiWI IlWIl'S inll<lh . .' SHipidity and greed would 

keep it Isor.:ia lis\ governmcnt] rrol1l hl'ing, fully sll ct:C!;S rul" (Moore. 

77). 

"roll1 tlie sllIlemcnl of Muorc 11 is evident Ih<ll. <lhhough 

Steinbeck had no direct cnntm.:t wi th the co mmuni st inlc llect uul s, he 

had <I. waverin g iUl'U ahom the feasihil ity or pc:nm\1l ellce o f the 

Sur.: ialist ~uvl'rnmen t furmed ill Ihl: Suv iet Union. He thought that it 

might do SUllie g.ood to m:m, but equally he believed IIHlI it WitS most 

improbahle a govern ment to last lung SC\ enty years bcrlll"c the 

eollupsc or the Soviet Unillil. Steinbeck coult! accurate ly roresee the 

fu ture ur Ihe S~lv i el. Steinbeck tried 10 sec man "without looking 

through the narmw gloSS or political or eco llomic preconception." He 

wns not cO llccrned with his pnlt<lgonists liS CUITIllllln is ts or cap ita li sts 

hut mlhcr as hUlllilllS, "suhject to thc wC<l.k ncss o r the hll111I\I1S mul 
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grC:1tncss n( til e- hUlIl;IIl"," Stcinbcd.. uimed il t tl sm:i <ll justice willwlIt 

lkpc-nd ing on ei ther Capitalism (Ir C(llllllllLni!'1l1 I Ie aimed II I thc 

li\cl) slIn;jv<l1 uf man withollt any sulTcri n ~ an)whcrc II c wan ted a 

socie-Iy where (I11(,'~ prolit Illol il \\oulll nut enlist! IlHSC l'y for the ot her, 

st), " the mll n (J f ag.gressive, lII lilp(llogc ti cnlly ill'qllisit ive en terpr ise 

cOlltinued to he the larget or SlL'iII hcd.. 's iwnic te mper througho ut hi s 

(":trC'c r" (Grot}' , J I) . 

Steinheck somctimes humoroll sly, sOllletimes ironically. 

<It !adcd till' ilcq ui si ti ve cntrcprCnC\l r5 who mad e the soc ial 

discquilihriull1 . Steinbcck w;tn tcu 10 show, " tl wI a society thut 

permits. e"en CIll.:our.lges high crimes against hUlllanity "lid the ll 

makes a show or rigglillg pnggishnl'ss in the face of veni al sin is a 

1:, IIIOll 5 societv" ((ira), 35}. 

In so dOlllg he did 11(11 lose rnil h ill rHiln. lie hild firm f<l ith in 

mail's inhcrent gomlncss. IIc belie ved Ih<ll lIla ll sho uld be the 

beneficiary of his insl illltions no t tht.'ir \ iclim. lie h;:.d a clear and 

pusithe jdc<I ilhulit limn tin c3rtl1: hc nclieved Ihol 111<111 is not the 

crcaltlre f)f ' lI1 unk nowahlc pattern o f existencc. li e had seen lllall ns a 

bio logically advanc ing animal whe re man IHls l1l<ldc himse lr un ique 

among nllim<ll s by accepting rcsponsibi li ty fur the good of others. 

Oilly he has this "drive: otlt':iide of himself." thaI is nltr ui slll. This 

J ilruistic urr eai <IS the only poillt 01" vicw is the essence of' 

Stcinbcck·s \1,,'I'iting Il wl aimcd at <"ltruism in nlly socia l system, 

\\ hatsoever it mi ght hc. lie knew the li mi ltltiun o r hoth Capitalism 

:lllli C0I11111UIlISIll . Su wilholtt allncklll~ [hem or cll logi" ing them. he 

w<lIlted I1WI1 'S congenial sUf\" iv(lf. th"l is altrui 'illl . 
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Steinhl.Tk· s sOl' j,d protest i~ neither ng,lIin'" {'npi lali sl1I nor Me 

hi ~ works COllllllunist prupagamla lilcraturl' Rathl'r. with a rebe ll ious 

~pir il, he slood agains t .lIIY soc ii!! sys tem that denied human be ings 

their hilSic light s. Steinheck was " rehel hut nu t a nihilist. Athert 

Camus ~il)'S. a rcbt'l " in no ca <;;c. if he is consi<;;tcllt ducs he demnllJ 

the ri gh t tu destroy the existcnce !Iud the freedom of othcrs. Il c 

hUlllilintes noulle . _ he IS 1I0t the s l:l\\: :Ig<linstthc master, but a Illall 

ilgainst thc world (II master and slmc" (2H4) . Steinbeck 's socia l 

protest (o r rl'hel liun) was tu make thc position of "lI1rlll" nga inst the 

" wmlt! oJ"nwstcr :lt1d sliwc". Stl'inhed did Illlt protest for a class wnf 

ur til e slnvcs ;'Igai ns[ thc 11l<ls ters ill .. In itr l1lcll:tcddoll to make the s lnves 

victo ri olls 10 ru)e over the masters. 

Stcinhct:k begall his writing career in the cilrly thirties when 

soci .. 1 values and interpersonal relations were all shaken , whell "pocts 

IsremetlJ 10 have wi lhdra \\11 rwm (ile world into private arcnlln or 

their tlWIl . \\here Ihey 100tlll:lItl'dJ in l'ircles pulishing thei r symbols 

alllJ p1l7.l.ling uut Hile iuwther ' s n ),ptllgram 'l; ., lOn,illc Prescutl, ix). 

With such a badg.roli ll tI, Steinbeck could have thought :Iboul human 

heil1gs a ,~ II "Iilurally disl'ascd cl"eatiull." Bul Stl'inbeck began his 

writing carecr ::liming to uplift hUI11~11 heing from "desp.lir to hope, .. " 

\(1 dcdarl'. to l'I'Jehr:llc IIL,tn 'S pro\,l'1l capm:il)' ror a g,rcll tncss of spi rit 

nlld for gr1Il~1I1try in defcat. ror cuurngc ilIUJ cllmpnssioll anJ love in 

Ihe endless wnl" against weakncss and despilir UII(' l'ortahle 

Sfe;/lhel'k 6(2). 

Unlitlllblcdly. tillS \\as an IIIvigOrrlling helier or a \\filer 111 a 

decaying <lgc. Edward J. (imuon S.IYS, "the greatest American wr iters 

have seen man as eapahle of Iwille actiol1 (ln ly through agonizIng 

trouble. strug.glc" (ii) Steinbcck wanted 10 s llow man victorious 
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"a ft er clgtllll/ l li g trouble". so Stl'inhcck hl'lu ngs to Ihe: g rcilt C!H of 

Amcric<lll \\ ntcrs . 

Stcinhc:l'k hegan his wri ling \\ilh <I n cmpiricil l oh"c l' \I;:u io ll or 
1I1 <l1l. n;Hure. ~ocicty tllltl interpersona l ,daliun o r mu n withi n Ihe 

sude ty. Cu lturall y C'a lil'orni 'lIl lire was less mechanica l and more 

ag ralian. Steinheck as <I C" lifurnian naturally lil\, lHtTeti this agra rian 

:"i mplk ilY hUI wns no! imlilTl'l'cnt II) (1 )(.' soe io-l'collllllli c c1ulIlgcs and 

the ir efrec ts upon Ihe life n l' the CO llllllon people. espcdall y the land 

\VOl kers, r;lIl ch wMkcrs. frui t- riders <Inc! co tton pickcrs. Whi Ie 

trying to li nd o ut th c Ul'l gifl o f the suffe ri ng o f' these peo ple. 

Sl einhec k stretched D:Jl'k his thought til tile days of "v,,'cslwanJ 

movement" (I f' the ea rl y se ll ll' rs ill Ame ri ca. 

I·coplc moved to the west hecnllse I::ttld was nl'<lh le. fertil e and 

ensil ), ava il Hh le there. So in the c<l rly nineteenth cen tury. capital and 

lahor began to he d1\ cl'lcd from (:olllmerce and shipping a nd in vcsted 

in the wes tern lands. I his conflict ht: l\vecn mc rc:lI1t ili s lll and 

physil'crn t i!'l11l III Amcrican economic hislury vitl ililizetl lIl~n y pcop lc 

in all walks ( I I' life in the sOllth anti sout hwcst. 

(II the C':Lrly yen rs, the sc tl ll' I'S had gone towards the wes t, 

(ll'l: lI pied some land. c learcd the fm cs t ,lil t! slarted fa rm ing without 

fOl'lllnl ity of' i.I legal purchase:. Whcn that lund W:1S leg:ll ly so ld 10 big 

f:1 rlllc'I's. Ihe f"dcral Iroops had to remove the illega l (H.:t: upan ts fmm 

thosc places. These people J nd th t' ir suffering conti nuing through 

their descendents is Stci nheek's conccl'll lIenry Morgml in Cup oJ 

0u"'. Joseph W(lYIlC in To (/ God Ul1k,WH II anti Adam Tra s ~ in ElI.'f t 

of Eden represent the enrly sett lers and the ir descenden ts. They arc 

thl' l(' prcsCllla IJ\t.:!> til Lht: peopl e wll o helped hI dcur se ttle the 
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contincnt, wlw rought ill the Civil W,lr. Stcinhcl:k round striking 

dirrClcl1l;es hct\\ecll what they ought (tl IHlV l' :\IId what they had in 

fl'llIrn lor theIr devol ih ll "nd ::;;u: ,ifil.:c fur the new l<llld. '1 his 

dirrel'l'm;C of unrldlillmcnt , alung wilh the economic cri~c:s <md 

IHltlll'Cl I di "<ls ter~. whidl c:llIsed miserics lu the pcop le <lnd their 

dC'sccndcnt ::;, was the ba~ i s of Steinbeck's sucinl pro test. !lis socia l 

protest wns nil t ~o 1llH1.:h i\ da:-; s-coIlSciOlIS altitude in a political sense 

as it was" preferencc ['or cultur:lI !llld moral vulUl:s t)1" !nwcr class 

people. 

Stcinbcck' s sod,,1 protest w~s tlct uully ;J protcs t for socinl 

sYll1p:lth)' for the poor I Ie did Iwt turn to <l radica l sugl!.csting allY 

insti tulinnal change. hIS pru te::;t is Itlr l'ompass io ll for the lower class 

pct.lplc who ilrc the rcal ruulllil"rs of the sOl::i(I-(~ l:()IHJll1ic strlll:ture : the 

lntx)rcrs. the pC(lsants. !li s philosoph)' dcveloped para llel 10 his 

pro test: in his philosoph}' there is a protcst. a tendency to dis regard 

the est:thl ished olle. Steinheck prote-sted agalllst imposi tions 0 11 the 

li hcl't y or individua l thought. Stc inbed's philosophica l protest. 

" ... hil-II is ancillary tu his s(lcin l pmlcsl. brought man al the ccnter 

dc term ining hi s ph il t)sop h i l' ~1 ndV;IIlCelllellt nnt heing clll' irclcd by 

nny rrcJetermilHll ion . 

111 hi s world "icw Steinbeck was esscnti<l lly nOll-conventional, 

l ihcr~J. l ie J id not esti mate Ihe prevalent soci(l l v:tltles high ly; rather 

he had a free \\'i ll to think ('(lnt rary to the prevalent v~ llIcs. So 

Stei nbeck disc imled the WllcCpt of success in riches, in so ca ll ed 

adventures nnel heroism. lIi s thuught prucc~s w~s remarkable for its 

darit)'. IIc held that success in the life (I f nn individual cumes out of 

Tl1cdit1crily, lllH :'Iny th ing extraordinary or Spccl<1cular and sC l1snt ionaJ. 

Steinbeck thought that the American social stralilicati on had some 
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fnult il l it '\ ronn.n io ll . (hal it made oulcn5(5. and did 11 0t do justice to 

Ihe puor lahoring dass 1101" did it assure the healthy Ii re pronss uf the 

puor. lie . howeve r. did Iwl indica te all) sc t principle Of rcrorlllatiun 

of soc i<ll in '\titlltiolls ns the so illtiull nr thc rruhlem . l ie was 

cuncerned Illore with the pruhlcm i.ll1d less with the sol lit ion Ill' had 

no t thollg.ht or al1~ pruhahlt !';olutiul1. he thu ught Ilf only sympathy 

and hUlllilllity. 

Although Stcinheck 's sense of sympathy ilnd humanity appear 

to he vague. hut in ch)'\t' ohservation it is not so. lI is humnnity 

s ignificantl y t'lldl!d wllh iI hnHld ;llld fundllllll'tllnl IWl11nn appc.ll that 

kepI the humun lire pl'Ol:ess c\'tr moving onward . For example in The 

Grape" of'lI'r(//h. Roshas lmron is thaI funtialllcntni humnnity which 

Steinheck illdicnled . Stei nheck though t that . with 'i llch sympath y. 

humanity euull! hc ~w\'cd from the divisiun, stra ti fication and 

dassificntioll thaI slilToCiitc hUlllllllily . Only noble sacri fi ces like 

Joseph WaYlle's in To a (;011£ '/lkl1oll'l1 can save hum <tni ty from the 

"waste land," In the "waste land" Joseph docs nut think o f anything 

hlack : rather he finds everything hright in his pcrstlnnl sac rifice for 

the sustenancc of humanity. Steinbcd's social protest during the 

thirties tended to be Marxist in approach. But (hrou~hout hi s wri ting 

Crlfeer, hc WiIS hcsitant to accql[ Marxism ns a so luti(.lll of soc ial 

prohlems. Ili s hes itathm might have heen due (() hi s reM or losing hi s 

popularity. hnlllpering [he snlc of his b()oks. <lilt! the coerei vc. 

l1leasures (;'Iken hy the estahli shmcnt against Marxisill . Nev , I I'thcless. 

it is an undeniab le fact thnt Steinbeck e'Hdd not ilccepllhe prcv:ti ling 

social order as it placed a burdcnous yoke 011 the shoulder of 

hllllwnity. 
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In proicsi again:-.t this su.:i.d order, 111'; l:hil r ~H.: I l! r S hecullle 

indignant liS ill 1r1rfil/o Flof 01' vi(llcnl in III lJ"hiou\ IJall le. ac ti ve 

tlreml1ers in (~I Min' (/1/(/ ,\1(:11 and passivt: dreamer!<i in l'ff.H llr l',\' of 

/letll 'ell lli s c.:ha rac.: lers rca.:1 in different \\'ay~. hu t they do nll t dr ift 

apart !"m lll lhc hU1l1nn life prnccss, they do nut deny the demand of 

life. Hi s characte rs alsu prntes\ th t'i r stat!! .. philusophica ll y, never 

denying the l'xis tcncc til' li re OInd lire IllUIi(l ll , dynfllnislll o f life and 

nature. 

Steinheck's protes t in 1 hI! (jl'u/ }('S (1/ 11'/'(/ 111 Il1ny be seen (lS 

rm1ica l. But Stein heck lI t"ve r hc longcd to all Y lite rary rmJi cOi lis lll . In 

1930 Michael Gol d \Vns the left wi ng lite rary hit m 1l 11 . The New 

Ikl' lIh1h: and the Nell' ,\!W,H',\ wcre the mouthpieces o f the litera ry 

elnss w .. r dccl:u'cd in 1932 . Stei nhed. hOld nn cont act wi th the radical 

intellec tual mi liell in New York in the I 'J30s. Ra the r, <IS Sylvia 

Jenkins Cook says, 

Whtll the literary class war was declarer..! 

Ihere l:'\Icw Yorkl in 1'J.l2 Sle inhcd was 

ill C .. lif"o rn ia working on To CI (joel 

UllkflflH'I1. ., his favo rite re:ldi ng was 

ne ither th !! Nell' Uepllhlh: nor Ihc Ne ll' 

,1{W.\('.\' but XCllopllllll, 11I: rodollls. 

PlulOIrch ::tnd rvi:ll ,ory and at this time he 

\Va" bq~j nni llg 10 lind the ~re::ttcr 

stimulus ttl his intcJlct:HI .. 1 lire ... in the 

tidl' pool o r the pi:lcific . (As in Bluom. 

]47). 

~leillheck himsclf"said in a letter 10 l.oll is Paul in 1936 
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I dOll't li ke <:(Hlll1lllllisl!' e ither, I menn, I 

di!'like them as pcuple . I rather imagine 

th:11 the apostles had tt.c samc \\ilSp ish 

qua li ties and the New Tl'!-oOtlllllcn t is prouf 

tiwi they eqll:lll) had hat! lIIanners Bul 

this dislike is rl'rsollilJ. (.\·/t'illh"ck A I.i/(' 

ill 1.(' (f('1'.\, 120). 

Al though SLcinbcL'k l'Iairncd Ilmt he was Ilot (l communi st, 111 

lh t: )Os <I group of you ng. lIt1,"clist<; I j~c Jack I.ondun. Upto n Sincla ir, 

John Dos i'nssos ~nd Jmllcs T. Fimell were very much inspi red hy 

~v1ar:olisrn . Rohert Bennett in his article SlIlllS ur thcse young novel ists 

as "<.1 ll<U1dful (If )'il Ull g prol1H.,thcilns bUI Illllst III thcm spill thei r coal 

hy the wayside hecoming easy going nUIl·cumhustible in Ihe emL" 

I>os "assos Iltrned frum COllllllllliist to dCIIHlcr<l1 then tu Repuhlica n, 

J<lnlCS T. Fnrrell bclnnged to the COllllllunist I'nrt)' only fo r three 

yea rs ( 191 2·35). Jnmes I . r:nrrcll 1<:ller rJevinlerJ from Mar:ol ist 

<Icsthelics having a different critie,,1 view to prolelarian litera ture nniJ 

prole! cull. Ii nwever, ~II oflhe writers ofthc period iJid no t "fi nd the 

Marxist analysis cOllvincing. although the len ·ward dr ift W<lS 

powerfu l. it ,lisa quidly de ve loped its own sc hisms" (Bradbury, 98). 

So the sh in frolll the mystic's prolcst in /'0 a vnci lIn/wown to 

the protest in rite (;"OIJ£',\" 01 Wrath is not Ihe i111P~Ct of idcologil-ill 

111UVCIIlcn t in New York bUI it is parll y dill' to "t hc wenkclling of 

idetdl1g.ical t:olllmill1u.'IH" Ihal brought It) lhl' I\mcricilil novels or thc 

pcriod "<I qunlificalion uf n"luralislll. a growi ng rreocc ltpation with 

moral ilnd metaphysical complexity" (Bradhury 1.10). and parl ly due 

t{1 Steinbeck's empirical ohserva tillll and trallscclIllc nlnl conviction. 
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So the linnl apllthc(lSi s of group ll1 :m in flte (inll'l'\ 0/11'1'(1111 is nol to 

sm:inlisL l rnily but to till El1l cr~o llinn ovcrs(lllJ. 

St<:inhcd 's protest thcn r'lI1 parnllc:l to hi s ph ilo suphicnl 

que !'1 I he protest did nu t IlHlVC Inti far bc) ontl Ihe immediatc 

emotioll;'!1 rcnctinn , it suon l',nlle duwll In II Illcd il<ltivc c;llnlllcss . 

Stcinbeck 's protest WilS Iw t sentimellta l. "1I"ir ciliteh ing hys ter ic" 

(BlllUllI 148). l ie did not m;lkc hi 5i CIlHItioliS a politic:a l propaganda . 

Rathe r his di slUrbed cmotions lead him to a plain where he for~o t the 

ngi ta!io ll and nppcals rllr sympat hetic: cOllsidcrnlioll. Stei nbeck' s 

.sncj,,1 pl'ulesl was cO Ill [Jlclllclllary to his phi losuphy. Like his sodal 

prutest. in his philosophy also was thl'rc .1 cerlaill cle ment of protest. 

lIi s ph ilosophy is ec:lecl ic as he d id 11 0 t fi nd nbsolutl' truth in any of 

the philusophic" l sl'iHH.lIs . \Ie hegan wilh tnlllscendent"l is1l1 and 

cnded with pragmatism, wi th a hal'lling stop4ovcr <It Marxism . '1 hus. 

Steinheck's sudal pr\ltcst is hlllllnnilmiall i.lI1d his phi losophy is 

pragmatic. I I lIlllllll iSIll nnJ pl'ngmatislll wcre hi s ,"'OlleC l'm . Ilc did no t 

res I (ll1 an idyll ic Pri st or a ulopiml fUllIre . 

Steinheck did not begi n hi s philosophical scarc h wilh nll y 

prcCllIH.:civl'd them), . Ill' hl'gllll hi s search with ope n eycs. clear vis ion 

and firm ohservati on. Thi s empirical beginn ing then in phuses moved 

Ull hI tl'n nsccndelltalisill. sc icllt ifi l.: ohSe l' vnl ioll and finally to 

pragll1ntic l'ullvictio l\. I his simple philostlphical "dvanccmcnt of' 

SttinhcL"k's t:nret' r has not hccn ,ius tly asses;;ed h) sl'ilOlnrs due to 

their disnppruva l to SteintlL'ck and hi s talent. F. W. \Vatt ca ll s 

Sicinbed an "uver pnid village philosnphcr with Ihc h"hil of posing 

Soc ratic questions" and he terms Steinhcck's philosophy as "neithe r 

consistent, 1101' profound l'llOllgh tn concern i1 philosopher" (Watt , 

20). Arthur Mi7.eller, while l'Illllml'llting Oil Steinbeck's philosophy, 
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t~nncd him rill "jm:urahlc amateur philosopher." noti ng thrlt "the 

dc~trlH:li\(' ~lrccls of hi~ philm;('pld/ing Il' il ds him 11110 il11Jh'ssihlc 

p.lI ildox~s ~nd l'(1nlri.ldll·ti()n~ Sn IIml Ill s HI) lalents arc IIhSl'LIred of 

(lvcrshndowed" (" I>ocs A Men.,t Vision" 45), 

I)olh Watl and Mizcm:r arc. howeve!'. repugnnnt In the-ir 

!.:(llIll llent . II shuuld hc nllied hCIC thut . il llHlIlg hi s l'lInlcmpo rnri es. 

Stcinhl'ck was the (J ll ly novelist WIH)SC sOl'ial protL'sl and 

philusophical search were ovel'\ and clear, J Ie 111la lY7ed social 

complexi ti es philusophically wilh a clmity o f perception and jus tifi ed 

Ihe sOl: inl com plexilies morally nntl clili!.:<1II),. indic.lI ing (I clearer 

horizon of 1Hlr e. ll ul of despair, 'I he hnpcfll l horizons he indicated 

arc no l (If individual allclllpOi. slich as Hemlllgway purt rays in The '1 
Old Mun lIml file .\'(!',. hut or a collecti ve stand <IS in rite Cil'tll'<'s vI 
/l'ra,It Stein heck had a dear concept of the developmc llt uf human 

sociely and social prublcms. Biologically corrclil ting mcn and 

animals. he looked illto human suc i{:ty and "!limnl groups. the 

beha\ ioral similflrity of miln .lIla animals in individua l form and 

group fNlll . SIC'inheck huneslly tr icd 10 posit his thoughts along the 

linc or the great /\rncricHll philtl~ophl'rs t tl rC'm:h il dear pldlosophicnl 

des t i 11:'1 t iOIl. 

As rnr as the philosophical develupmcnt of Stei nheck is 

Clllu.:crlH:ti. Ill' "tarh:d hi :-. ~tlld). <l:-' Syh in COllk s<lyS. with 

·'Xt:llophuli. Pluturc h nnd rvbl t,ry" lind contin llcd it through Emerson 

to end with Dewey . lIe studied these philosophers for the prnhnblc 

consolidntlull o r his cOllcepts nn bOlh soc ial anti mornl issues, 

" 'otldhin 0' Russ justly l'Ulllmcnts on the inlc llccllla l hcritage of 

Stcinbed ; "Stcinheck's <lllilmie represcnts 111 P,1I't of cuursc, his 

ass i milil t i~1I1 and IlHlditlca li(lIl <.Ir lhe «!lilude vl tlu.' th inkers whu have 
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prcccr.:dcd him" (,\'/C'; lIh(' f' k ({lid /III ('n{/,'.\' In J, Richard t\ sl ro SilyS, 

"Stc in hr.:ck (unR'd III philosophy ll) \cri ly his r.: 1l1cfgill~ ilk-a<; nhUlI! 

th e- unifying principlc:s of exis[cn~c nud he bC!;nl1 ]'(.';lding till' v.'orks 

of' the philll suphcfS wlw scc tHnl [0 port!';' )' a sd\cllIl' of being 

Cnll~nlr.:nt .. with organismal Ctll1l't:ptilltl" (.101111 Slt' il/heck (llld Eel, 

/(h kelf.\ , rill ' SIIII/lIng of /I !VoI'eli",/ , 4H ). Steinhed l'ou lJ not 

Illgically nrran gc fhrwin 's (lfganismal cllllcepts. especially the 

missing links, So for <t better IIlldcrsl:1llding. Steinheck studied other 

AllIerican philosophers: John Fiske. A.N Whih:hcad anJ Juhn ElulT 

Boodin. nut SIr.:inheck·s inlclk'c lunl foreground IS essentially 

Emcrsol1it-lI1. fin;d! y harvesting" nntun: or tranSCellc1l'I1W ii sm and 

pr:tgrmll iSlll , 

In Emcrson' s philosophy nature is the cl'nlcr of fi ll of his 

thoughts , >-Ja tme. Emerson Ilwl1gh t, W!IS Ihl' Irache r as "t he face of 

ex lernal nature (filches, ,. wi lll ca lm sl1pcrinrity bettcr than our 

~unday school s <lnd Chllrches and pauper sociclil's Jre yokes a ll tht 

ncck .. , there Jrc l1aturnl way~ of arriving at the saml' ends at which 

thesc nim." (Col1lplt'te [.,\.w .I.\', 96), Emerson was or the opi nion that 

natlll'e as an ohjecl docs 1101 cume In the suhjec l. that is the observer . 

Since Ihe indi viduul'5 con scio llsness is thc fOl'1l1<1lion of the 

CUllllcctioll hetwecn the oh,icct .lIld the subject. the subject needs to 

go In nature rIll lL:t'll'ninJ:!, wilh keenness of ohse rvat ii.111 hecallse 

Emerson said. "no Illtlll can karn \vh<l\ he has prcpnratioll for 

ka1'lling, however Ilcar 10 him is the ubject" (C(JlII/,/ete Hs,wy.\'. 96), 

Emerson's nature is IHlt. IwwC'vcl', p:tll lhC' ls tic. bllt i1 integ.rally l1lilkes 

\Ill the creatiull (l pari of Il:tl ure , ( ife or eve rything cunneets with the 

ovcrSOltl. thc th inki ng se ll' or every individual. Emerson thought, " is 

OIlC' mil1d t:OJ11l1lOll 10 all imij" ichHlI IhC'Il ... who hath access tu th is 

universal mind is a jlnrty wall Ihal is or ertll he dOIlC, fllr his is the 
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oilly SO\'l'rclgll end" (11'01'1(\ II/ flll('I'.\01/ Vnl. II J). Annul the 

ovcrstlul 1:1lll'l"soll sa id , "'1 here is :l soul ,II the centl'r and over the 

will of e,er) lIlall :-'0 . that nOIl C' 01 1I:, call wrong till' uni ve rse" (eE 

1)1) ) 

According to Emerson. there prcvailed "a pcrli:cI parnllclism 

het\\cell the laws or lli.lIurc ;Inn the laws or phi l(lsop hi C<1 1 thought" 

(lI'fJrks 0/'1:'111('1'.\'011 Vol. VI II. H) . This p<lml lcli sm is the corner-s tOll e 

or Ihe whole philosopilic<11 edifice til' Emerson ror it leo him to the 

discovery or "ull ivl'rs<11 suul (II' (l crc~Jtor behind thc IIlnnifeslation o f 

1H1I 1In~" (Werkmeis ter, 46) , Emerson helieved Ihat the indi vidua l who 

is "part :md pared of(iod is really no individual til all and he I'elltha t 

persuns <lnd thin gs disappear in a ll nosurhing tOln lily" (Werkmei ster. 

4(,) . 

Emcrson's philosuphy Ims o rten hecll ca lled transcendental. 

Emerson explained the tcrm transccndental ism: " transcendcnta lism 

adupts thc \\'lh) l~ connection of spiritual doct rine. The 

trallsc~lldl'nta l jst helieves ill the miracle. in Ihc pcrpctuaJ upellllCSS of 

mind, human mind to new innux and powcr. hc helievcs in 

ill sp iril liol1 all d ecstasy ..... (E merson. {\IlI/lI1"e amI o/hftl" 1~.uaJ.'i. 254}. 

TrilllSCcnciclll illisllI i.;; tllt'n tile mixturc oj" Jilrcrenl ideo logical 

concepts. Wcrkmcistcr SUIllS UJl tr,m';;I,:C ndCIlI<l li'i lll saying, 

., I'mllsccnlictllllli sl1l drc\ ... alsu 1'1"0111 hCllch Utopin l1 i..;;m, German 

Mys tici sm and thc rol1Hlnti~i sm of I n~ li sh pOClo; fu sing the most 

heterogeneous clements inln one cOlllrmct fail h ... nnd aspi ration 

which was )ct nat ivc hl thc !\IlH:rican idealism nlill faith" 

(Wcrkmeister 41) Steinheck jllstly began his search with 

tmllsccndenwlislll ht'l'nusc_ "no history of Amcrican intcllectual 

prugrcss cou ld be writtell without sllme accounts of 
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transccndentnlislll mOVClllCIit. 1'00 intimatel y is it intcllwincd with 

Ille cultural pil t1 ern thilt Inrllls the hae~grollild of" modern American 

ph i loslIphy" (W crk me i sler 4 J). 

Ahout Illlnd ami reality. l:merson thuught. "mind is the ulily 

n:.l lity. "I' which lll;ll1 ;:111(1 all olher n;lIurcs me better or worse 

rc l1eclnrs. I'atul"c. Iltcmturc and hi stn ry ;Ire only suhjec t ive 

phellolllcnn ... " ( '\'01111'(' 01/(/ ol},el' F:.\SflY.\ 25J ). T h llS 1:111erson argued 

that u man Il lil y he sl'lrdcpcndcnl e thic.llly witho lL t depc ll ding on allY 

cXh:rna l form 10 mnke him disciplined. III Emcrson's words "Prom 

thi s trnns fer of the world into the cunsl'iollsness this ocho lding or all 

things in th" mind, fo ll ow e,lsily his \ .... ·hole ethics. It is s impler to be 

self.dependent. '\ he height, the dcity of man is tn be se lf sus taincd , to 

need IhI girt, 110 foreign furl''''' (Ntllu/'e imel fIliI(''' E\·.Hly .... 253). 

Emersun thought lhat individutll e(lllscioliSness IS more 

illlportalit in interpreting the phenomena Gc.ld's entity he felt is also 

to he c.hseovered in nery iml ividu.d's cnl1sci{lllSI1CSS: he says, 

" inerrable is the union ()r Illtll1 lind (jod in every act nf the suul. The 

~implC'st person who ill his integr ity worships God becomes God" 

(£I/I(,1"iOIl'~ COIII"h',.' E\\(/J'\' 207). So. for attajtlin~ ln or;11 <lnd 

intc lleCI\l ;1 1 perfection l:merSllll suggested. "let man then learn the 

rcvt:latioll n(' all nature and all thought to his henri ; t h i ~ namcly that 

the Ili gheSI dwells with him Ihnt the ~()urees or nature in his own 

mind" (f lller.HIIl '\ Comple/(' F.,\say,\ 20<») 

Emerson ' s soul is not (Ihso lutcly scgreg,HC'd rrom soc iety; 

wlthoUI society the Sllltl ·scck illi!- prneess or a think ing mind is 

incomplete. Ahollt nn individllnl's relatiun with the society Emerson 

snid. "A man Illwil lll: r.:iothcd witlt sOl:ie ly ur \\c shal l ree l ,. cerl,.i n 
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barrcnllc s~ ami povcrty. "'" ur " displaccd ,lIld unfi nished memher" 

(r"e lI 'flrb tI/ 1~·lIIl'r.toll Vol. VII 15). A m ;1II djo:; plnced rrom the 

SlldCI) \vill hc all "lllll'inisln.·d memher." So h llCI'Sl1n suggested that a 

moT!: bnlaneC'd relatiun hct\\cCIl sudcty <llld solitude is better and 

s;1fcr. 1 ~ l1lcl'son said. "nallire delights to put liS betwccn ext reme 

,U1tagonisllls and our ~al'c t y is in skill wi lh which we keep thc 

diilg(lnll l lim.' Slllilll tlC is illlpr:u.: ticahle and soc iety riltal. We Inust 

keep c. ur head in thc (Jne ::u1l1 our hands on thc uthc r" (TIl(' Work.\' of 

1~ lIferSf}II . !'ol . VII. 20). 

Steinheck's char:H:lcrs l'mhody the ideas fi r Emerson: Jose ph 

Wnync ill I'll {f Ciod (/11/(11(1111/ is th e' firs t Olle nmong the 

elllood illlents. Wayne is a nwn of nalure ; he f'inds in n;1ture the real 

teacher leaching him ontologica l Ics<;0115. '10 him nature' is the only 

inspir ing ngclll; he has the kcenness 10 ohserve nature, therehy 

correla ting [lie objective feelin gs. Emersoll's '\111 absorbing tota lity" 

is the logical basis ur Wayne' s thoughts. 10 keep the " perpetual 

Opelll1ess" of his mint!. Wayne docs l1 (1t accept his brother Burton 's 

pl'llposal to leavc ragani ~m for dOl,( lll at isll1 Wayllt!'s mystic mind 

\\<lllts 10 haH' Ihe "i nspi riltillil" <lnd " I:l: s ti'l sy" all for himsc lf. 

Wilync's lil-a th is :tlsu the Cl1IblHlillll .. ' nt n f Emersonian 

trnnscem..lcl1wlislll as "the tl'n nsr.::endcnt ,dist \V iI ~ a rcg.eneratlJr of the 

human spirit nnd he wa,'; I1C\'CI' a destroyer except ;IS de's truction 

nccompnn,ed Ihe process urrcgellcra lion" (Werkmeister 42). 

Steinbeck ns a narratur pn: rerred natural ubjects, cspecially 

animnls ror cUlllparison to human life . . \ his he d id ror cOlTlp:tri son not 

for identifica tion . So in Steinheck's no\'els m:m is o rtell compared to 

anl:-. turtit' ... . !;l1phcn •. tunas and gnlllJl mall to g.ro uJl animal s. Thc 

imll1ediate rela liollshi p or lllnll with nntme is Stl' inhcck's main 
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philosophic;li concern by \vhich he aim s \0 illl'llk'atc "reverence for 

life" lH..' ilr n:llurl' Jim Ca..:y in rhl' (,'10/11'\ tlf WI'alh dcw~ nalUre with 

nn ElIlcrs~lllian ulliiouk: he goes 10 the \\lllicrness and stays there for 

:l long time ga7ing and thinking :lIId curnes out wi th the it..!ea thnt 

every litlle piece or life is the eUIIslilUClll cI~I1lCI1I O r;J hig life. Like 

Jim ('asy. Lee in I:'{/.\I flf / ,'tll'''. Dnc in CUIIII('I)' RO ll ' arc very much 

truc In their persollal experit'lll.:L' in the nature and orten they r;mtllcl 

1;1W5 of 1H1Iurc with Inws of thoughl. ril ey afe the embod ime nts of 

Elllcrsonian idens, 

StC'inhech. 's n<llllnllislll has its roots In Emerson's 

trnll sCCmlCnl illis lll. Deflil ing nalmnl ism liS the offspri ng. of 

transec ndellt illisl1I. \V.l leul shows lhnt Steinhed hel(ln~s tn a dividet..! 

slrcam uf American naturCl lislIl. Walcut traces alit the main traits of 

nn!urnlisllI , nnttll'<llisl1l has ils ronts in the Renai ssance, birth of 

sc ience nnd secularism. The enlightenment wntrihutes to it s 

clllphnsis on reason and nn the essen tial g.oodness or humnn nnture 

(WalcUl 29 I). According 10 Waleut. naturalism nsso rts the unity of 

spirit nud ll<ltU fC ;'Inti a ffirm s that intuition ant..! sc ientific investigation 

arc cqually reward ing ant..! va li d <lppwachcs to re.,lity. 

Wtllcl,t thinks. since by intuition the mind di Sl:llVCrS it s 

afliliatinll \\ith spiri t and hy s(.' irntifir ill\'cstig,\I ioll Ihe mind masters 

thl' S) mhol of spin l. SII thl.:) "re Ci.I\' tllly \a lid approadlcs to reality . 

W"lclit stn.' sses Ihal lhe illspj rati~Hl of naturali sm, "is tht: cOllvict ion 

that scientific knuwledge can release !l\nll rrllm stlpe rs lilion, frail! 

!Car, rrom the I~ ra llny or trnditi tJ n, froll! phys ica l ailments anti from 

pove rt y rl.'le;l":c,.'s him lUlU an c r~l or pcr:o;una l enrichment and 

f'ullillll1ent he)und any thin g the wI.rld has secn" (Wnlcu t 2(0). 
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riddity III eX IWf1 (,'m:\,' is lite C;UhStlilllltll llr all the 

rhi lustlphical cUllcerts ul Steinheck . Steinbeck 's concept or 

cxperience j:.; 11l ;lrkcll with continued change, Experiences dr:lwn 

rrulll renlli fe Il<tp pi.'nin ~s ttrcve ry tiny hre had n changed me~ning for 

Stclnbeck F;o.; peri cnn' is "sumc:lhing fu rei!:!n SUPP(l'ied It) imprcss , 

\vhclhcr sponl;tl\cHusly HI' III cUllscqm'nC\.' III cx\,'nioll nnd ncts" 

(.1nmcs. l'ril1cil'h's of P\Tclw/OKY. 619), So things thnt impressed 

Sieillilccl" in hi s living togclhcr willi the n\l1ch wmk~rs and laborers 

were "cxerlions" tlnd "m:t~'-', Th~se exertil,ns <lnd ac ls 

"spUnl:lllelllls ly" k d hill1 1\1 form ,1 world \' i\,'\\, whic h was never 

IIhsolule , ne\ c r ordained hy fixed principles, l ie bel ieved Ihat 

princi ples can Ill'ver fraill e a fire jl:lllCrn ; ralher life pattern s justify 

principles, 

Ilis charllctcrs-· lIcnry ~lo rgal1 III CIII' of Cio/d, Joseph WIlYlle 

III liJ CI (iud U n kWllI 'lI , Jil11 ('asy in TIll' (ir(l,,!!S of lJ'l'CIlh- -do nol 

accept Ilily ahsolu lc abslrnclioll , They h<lVl' <lslollishing adjll~'ab le 

c;\pm:ity 11..1 ;tl; \,'c pl wh;!1 Ih('r rccl jllslilicd in tll\,' ir own consideration 

and hI r\,'jctt what Ihc) IL-cl unj ll slif'icd I'hi s tlc ,'ii hility of th OlIg,hl of 

hi s characters regarding hUlll<ln hahit, CllS lolllS, and Illorll!ity docs 110t 

hind Ihel11 10 all )' pn:c(lIlccpt ion, Su Ihey tll\' prtlgmatic us William 

,1 ;lIlles de lined pragll1ntislIl : "pr<lgll111l islll represents a perrectly 

1;lmiliar itltilm\c ill phi lllS(lphy. the cmpiricist alt itude turning away 

rrolll ahstractioJls ,l11 d IIl sufficiency !hllll Ilxcd principles, c losed 

sys tems and prctclHlet\ ab:-;(li ll ICC;" (/)rOJ!,/I/ (lf/\1I/ 5 1), Pr:lgl11atism 

hrings ror \\ onls. "(jod:' "nmttcr." '; the abstl lutc" and "cncrgy" a test 

ufpraclic.:a l l'il sh \ilIIiC III sec it \\orl" \\ lt l1illlhc storm orcxpc ricl\c~ . 

"It is agninst allY dogl11J .lIld duclrine and inductive in interpretation 

tinder which scie nces have evulved" (PI'OXI1lClli,\'m 54) , So 

Sieinbeck' s charactcrs do not accept anything which has rlU practical 
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vi.lh le, nil utility In I'<."al Ide sitmll ioll. II i.!' chillactcr~ accl,.·pt what the 

si tuiltions ut.·maml : Jim ('asy in 1'h(' Grojl('., a/Wrafh docs not abide 

by the murals that he learnt in hi~ (,hurdt li le. Joseph \V .tYlle in To (I 

(joe/l./"A·uOII'II dncs nol accept what the Church rathe rs di chHe ; raliter 

he sanilil.:es him self rlH the situational demand uf the "waste land". 

Juseph WaYlle docs wh .. 1 he cUllsiut'rs nes t in his own consideration 

for the snlvil lion of the land anti th l' life 01" animal s and m<ln in the 

"waste I .. nd .·· 
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CIIt\I'TER III : T ilE RI SE-loA RI . Y NOVELS 
( 1929-35) 

III hi s (,'1I' 1 ~ III\\'cl ... Stc:inhcc!.. ubser-vet! pcople o f bo th classes; 

he ohs~ r vcd hoth the rich ano the POHr. lie [mllld both groups of 

people equally tltlllllppy over thei l :mcia l c~lI1 dil i o n . O lle grou p 

w<l llted 11I0rc ac(]uis il io ll <lIn l Ihe other gro llp (lspi reu for the 

ll1 in illlll l1l 1I('t.:c~5ily . In the lung rU Il. the nspirntiol1 or botb groups' 

ends in dissatisfac tion, 

Thc IJcprcss ion- torn society was ill il res tless state: 

;'Imbili{}us ent re rrcnc:uTs. Illercilillil is is. ull control led by the 

government. wt..' rc eager lor more Ill J lcr ia l :Hlvam:cJl1cnt. The 

cOlllmon pea pIc became the direct vic tims of their advancement. 

Wages relL the buying c.:l paci ty was lowered. the stanllard o f li ving 

worsened. Although he was sympathetic III the di sad vantaged, 

Stci nhcck nbserved that bo th the rich <l1Il1 the poor were equally 

insat iate; he pi tied the aflluent and sympath izeJ wi th the poor. 

Steinbeck's people in these emly nove ls put grea t vai lic on materia l 

success, hu t materinl success only leads them to a state o f fear. They 

ins pi re (lWC 110 \ love. They remain in Ihe ir sep,ll'<lte se lves and never 

ca n rela te wi lh ord inary people. rhey <l rc va li ant heroes , conquertHS; 

they are success ful men. But material success hri ngs /Dr them menIal 

fa ilure as it docs 10 Henry r..lorgrlll in CUI) (!lGo/d. 

As a nU\·elis l. Steinbeck be li eved tl1M renl succcss Iny in 

simplicity of the common men. The st'lf·made a f'f1 ucnt man lIenry 

Morgan virtually becomes a failure; the pre tcnded arnuent man 

Edward Wicks in PaSfll res Of lIeul't!1l sulTers for hi s se ll' dccepti un. 

Jun ius Maltaby Ch OllSCS the life of a recluse il nd temporarily denies 

the life of nfn uence. M'lhnby tenches hi s so n to live with out many 
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Ihings, hUI Mnl lahy finall y feel s Ihill wi lhuu t basic necessities, a 

man 's life is a suhhuman life nno Sllbllllll1i1nit y is a Sore upon 

hUJlI:l1lit) M:m needs some b:lsic things; willful denial (..If those 

things ca liliot Illilkc lifc mcaningful, hclic\cd Siei nheck. Eq unlly he 

bel ieved lh<l l 100 much of mater inl <III1<1SSnlcn[ dllcs Itut make n 

s llcccs'\ful life . So a Ctllll llH)I11llan'S life witl1()Ul [on Illuch (I f wea lth 

but b"sic nl'l"C~Si li cs fulfilkd ",,·as the btst lifl' model for Steinbeck . 

CU111111011 l11('n with their inhorn goouness lIim at thi s s imple 

C0111l11o n li re but m'I!Hn 'I{Jc society and soci,d sy~tem hinders 

common men' s h.:ndcncy to simple life. hclievcd Stcinbec k. In 

menti oning the silc ial sys tem as tile nhstadc to guodness {If comm on 

men, Steinheck did not indicate inst itutiona l changes on ly in a 

soc icty. lie felt th.1t instiltHions illl d hum<ln IlnW!"e arc complementary 

to each othl'r <l lll! innuenccs each other. Stcinhcek's common life is 

s\, ccesslul when it "dj usts wit h institutions. 

People who fniltll f1 djU51 with the soc ial institu tions and deny 

lll<1tcrial life arc 110t hated by Sleinbeck':\5 i ll Tortilla FiliI . Ste inbeck 

felt th nt ~ociC" l y is mOle rcs p(l!\siblc thim the nalure (J f these men, 

which threw them down to dcgrml:1t inn i"llld 11Hl.1 :l(lj uSlment. 111 fRtl, 

Steinheck believed in I1Hlll, loved l11:\n: the mater ial rc tards, the 

menia l retards like Tuleradlo .lIltl Hilda in l'asfI/I·es rij l-h'oven. Every 

m,m's dilly. Steinheck helicved, is w sustuin man from moral or 

material dcgrmlatillll, from despa ir. 111l111an li fe all enrth is tn do some 

good. render some serv ice to othcr men; thc success ful man for 

Steinheck is hc who C;ln render this service, thc hest among mankind 

is he who can do it eve ll ilt the to!'t o f his OWI1 life ilS Joseph Wayne 

ducs ill To Cf UaJ (/11/011)11 '11 

43 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



While Ilenry Morg.ilil in ('/II' 01 void dtles everything ror his 

personal Olggl'Oltldizell1l'lIt. Juscph docs nothing. rur him sC'l r: instead , 

be sac flfk es himse lf ror rCrl ilit), in nature. Symholically he sacririces 

himself rur the hClllthy sllrvi\a l o r man. Althuugh he has no material 

success Joseph Wnyne is more sllccessrul than Morgan . Joseph 

Wa)nc unilil'" him"df\\ ith thl' life oflhings arou nd hil11 . 

Steinheck's carl y no .... el s are e"sential1 y the emhodiment or 

Elllcrsonian transcendcnt:di~1ll which is shown !;upc rio r to man's 

mnteriill <ld VII IlC'ctnCllt nnd scramhle ror IlHiterial succcss. 'I he 

Elll cr~u lliilll idcnl-excmplilied by riHl rcOl LI in Walden-is best 

expressed ill Emerson' s " Odc tn Channing". '1 he poem shows that 

man eOllll1ol ride things; ra liler, th ings ride Illankinl.!. Thererore, 

human bci ngs should not be lured by materia l goods. Illnucllced by 

the Emcrsoll ian idcJl ism. Steinbeck glorified ma teri ili ly unsllccessrul 

mcn such as l)OIllny in Tortilla Flcll and Joseph Wayne in To CI (joel 

(/" kl1llllll , 1)0I1my and Joseph become gr('~l1 hecause Ihey nre selfless, 

They dedicut!: themselves to the scrvic.:e o f the ir rellow men, so il is 

not divinity mtltcr coml1lull:llity thilt ll1ahs man great. Common men 

IlW Y become: gre:.u by deeds of greatness, th ,lI is scrvic.:e to humanity. 

L>ilnny and Joseph could 11<1"c heen slH.:cessful mcn ir they hml sought 

riches ror themsel ves. But their appmcnt rOlilul'e is rea l success. The 

pOlradox {l r Sllcce<;<; and r<lilurc Steinbeck reinte rpreted {)fl Emcrsonian 

princip les. Joseph Wnync's denial of es tahlished religion, Ill<lking a 

private reli gion ror a c(lmmunion or the SOld with the (lve rsoul . is 

mystic . Mysl ici sm docs not depend on establi shed rites for 

COlllllHlIl ion wil h [iud. 

nolh socia l protest anl.! philosuphical ljuest in the early 

wri ti ngs or Steinbeck wcrl' rramed by Emersonian transce ndentalism. 
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I he sul'i;lI dis(:qudiorillill l'UII Sl'd h) till: (jl~nl Dcpn.:o;sioll, Steirlbcd 

thought , L:lluld he solved by 1:1111,'r501\'s hU l11al\i ~tit: appea l The myslic 

lovl' fur sou l rllld tht: over soul could sel've for hea ling up the moral 

di sjuncture (11' the periud. So Slci nhc<.:k ' s phi losophica l stand at a 

vl'ry critic;11 juncture or the SOl' I(H.'l' UIlOIllil: h isto ry of America was 

dillerellt fmm the majority or the middle clOISS in tc ll cc llwl s. While 

middle class intellcctu:1ls were Mnrxist, Ste;nhl"ck was Emersonian . 

" he prqlar:lIory phase nj" Steinbeck ns a tlllve list l:ovcrs the six 

early YCilrs or hi s ~mcer. Fin: novels ('111' 11/ (illlt! (I ()29), Pm'lllre.\· 

(~f lIC!at'(!1I ( ! 932), Th(! LOIIK l 'lIl1(,y (! l)JJ). Tn l/ God Unknown 

(1913), Tllnifl" Flrlf (1915) C<ln he iru: luded in this phase. 

Steinbeck's sm:ial prntest <lnd philosophil:i11 quest rUIl pDmlle l in 

these novels, I his is the formtllivc period of" Stejnhcck ·.~ career as n 

noveli st. iluman a ~ pirati(lIlS ure eso:;cntin lly dreams: man lives with 

dreams. illu5i\1I1s. Re~lit)' orten brings him down to a planc quite 

lIi ssi lll ilal IU his dreams: Arter a kll1g journey of trials and 

trihuiatiulls. man discovers that hc hns either nttHined nune of the 

ldories he hnu dreamt of m has reached a st~ te where he is all nlone. 

This i::. the essence nf Ihe preparatory ph(l~c nove ls except To a God 

U" k'WII'1I 

to tf (jod U'lkll(JII'II, stands ullHlue ~11\()l1g the lo t for it 

cO lltnins Steinhcck's sellTc h for God through the prolngoni st Joseph 

Wayne. In thi s nuvci Steinbcck said almost everyt hing Ih<lt he hnd to 

sa)' ahnut religion ami Gmt. Steinheck thought Ih.11 a personal 

religion is nl'lIcr thnn traditiol1.d rdigi()115 <lnt! " I1H1Jl C'1I1 do 

something fnT more effecti vc fu r the li fe of th ings nnd man with his 

perS\1I1al religilHl if he intends to. The intention is more impurtant to 

Steinbeck than the routine rituals. 
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(',I/lOr GuM. "(/.\1111'0 01 J/('tII 'l.'lI, / ,(11): ralley. TOrf"/o FIOI 

arc the Iltlrratiol1 of indi \'idu:l ls \\ho sl:ck III :lchie,"c their dre:lnls: 

sometimcs they achieve it. sometimes they filiI. Th is SUCCesS or 

f<1ilure lkpends Ull tht· ind ividua l's lIlllie rslalluin g. uf life lllld his 

abil ity to adjust wilh the rcalil) Rcality IS constituted of 

hctemgencnlls clements :lnd the individu;ll IS a homogenuus 

constitut ion: they ;:lre contraeJictory in l111 ture; Steinht:t.:k believed tha t 

in lhis contradictor) PCl'spcc.: liH of life success is orten unsc rupulo ll s. 

So sllccess docs nut glorify man <llwnys as it C:l111101 glorify Henry 

Morgan ill C"I' (~r(J(11d R::Hher. ;,ppment fai lu re is ren l greatness. as 

it attrihutes Christlike glur), to JoscpL W<1yne in To a Gocl Unknown. 

Similarly sc lf'-, ... ·illceJ poverty gloriries Danny in torUli" Flat . These 

enrl) novels (If' Slcinbed glt}rif~ Ihnse who W<1l1 t power. pelf, 

prestige nlHl posi tion become alone in the long run in these novels. 

They beC{lllle wretched. the y are pitied in these novels. 

('up 01 (jold (1929) 

Ilemy Morgan Ibe prutagon ist of CIII' Ilf Gnld wnnts to he 

gn~at by hucc(1neering. The historical setting of Ihe novel- - the lale 

sevcntcen th century-shows tha t blleenllccring was then thc only Wl.1Y 

10 become n hew ,llld a rich mall . I'n acqui re hoth faille and riches 

I lenl'Y Morgall ill hi s early yuuth decides hi he a lHlccJnccr. His fa ther 

I{oher t M(lrgall .:tsks him to seck .:td\'ice frurn Merlin- a wise miln 

:md n hnnl - before going. III sea, Merlin advises Ilemy 10 cume out u r 

111s illusilHl. 10 he rcali~lil' Merlin knows Ih<ll hUcc.:llllccri ng. wi ll not 

bring for Henry the desired heroi sm. it will 1101 emblazon him, Henry 

ignores Merlin's ad vice and goes Itl sea, lie is so ld as slave to J<1Il1CS 

Fltn\er by Tim . rim is ;lc\U:1l1y (1 sl,we bruker who allures the peuple 

who want to make fortunes through piracy, rim .. lIures Henry and 
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sells him us a .. 11I\,1." ({l Jaml's I' lower. IIt'nr) i .. not prl."p<u'l'U h) he ~{)l tl 

as iI SltH'C. lie cries "hut I don't wnnt to he sold. I did not come to he 

.. old I wal1t 1(1 mak.e my furtlillc illld he a sailor ... Tim they are 

se lling l1Ie .. . ,. (C()(i 72J. lIenry works ill James Flower's estate and 

saves mOlley cherishing hi s de~irc ttl he il otlccancer. I· lower docs not 

treat him as slave. In facl. he treats him as his SOil hut Il cmy does not 

discanl hi s idcil hI gtl 10 Sl':JS :lI1d hec(llllc II bUC:Ct1llCl'r whidl "was the 

~;j l vcr throne or nil his desire" (CU(; }!7). 

Ilenry It:aws .kunes flower's cshlll.:: tll hccome a huccal1eer 

nlthough somctimes he is indined to confess his grnli lude to .lames 

Fl ower say ing "no I have more pa)ll1elll in your lenching and in the 

father you have hcen 10 me than money could (.'ver equal" (C()G 97) , 

Uut lIenry had lenrned from James Flower who had "hcen reading 

Alexander :tnd Xenophon ilnd Caesar in their wars. And the thought 

is on llIe Ihat hattie and tactics- that is SlIcl:cs.sfu l tactics- arc 

Iltlthillg more than a glorified trickery" (COG 82). With the 

kno\ ... lcdge from Jamcs Flower. Ilemy rorms il stronger resolution " I 

have studied the ancient wars and I Illust he mnking a Jlame fo r 

my<i:clr and a fortune" (COG (7). li e hccnnles it buccaneer without 

ca ring .lames Flowcr's fatherly luw. 

11U1.:cancering in tile latc I t h ccntlll"y was a popular means of 

bcctllning rich :Ind famou s. " lIistorialls assure us tllat hctwecll 1655 

and 1671 the bUl'canccrs sacked eighlccil citics rUllr t()wns and more 

Ihilll thirty rive vi llages" (.Iones 147). MallY historians dll nut have a 

respcc I nt-Ie cst i lIlal ion of huccanccri ng: hmvcvcr. many fort lines were 

made thruugh piracy, JlInes mentions for example, "Karrekar in one 

of the few sdltllarly Irl'all11cnl un piracy (Cyprus II. Knrrekar. Piracy 

II'(/.~ a 8l1sil1e.u 1953) basing his study upon archives in Great Oritain 
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nnd here rinds g(){ltl reason III cast mural d() ubl upon the Urlgl lI o f 

l:C rl iLin Ilwn':lUlllk lilr\tlllC S in the (.'(llonial pcrit,d" (.lones 149). Jones 

then eOll11l1clll S lhat th(,lc ('"\,(,11 stems ttl he :l sll c4Iki ng admi ra tion fm 

hlll:Caneers. 

Il isl0ri'lIlS illld social reformers ... 

char.u.:lcrize the hlg hllsinc!'is particulmly 

nftcr the civil W<If, hy such phrnses as 

piracy. hUcc31l<!cring . whher bnrOIlS. the 

hig barbeclie anti i1sS0cialed te rms. Nu t 

a illhese words g.n bad 10 high scnse. b ~!t 

enough or them thus originated to show a 

sneaki ng regard amollg the Americans fo r 

the ullchecked individua lism of pi racy the 

gross sat isfuction uf pow!:f lust " (Jllnes 

152). 

lIenry knows rull \\'cll the challenges of se1l lire ilnd the risks 

III the plunders and fights eSl1eci<lll)' with the Spnnish ships that then 

rult.:dthc seas hut. is dete rm ined In hecome II sea pi r:l te. lie wants to 

get th.: "moon" ~nd drlf1k 111 the CliP (~lGold. I he indomitable furce 

thilt !cd 11~llry to the seas is not H ,cry IHlblc ;'lspirali (J ll . Ilenry's 

father Robe rt Morgnll .1Iso docs 1101 tren t buccanccri ng ns something 

great. LikL' ~krlill RtllKr t rVhlrg~ll illSt) \\ ,lnls 1115 ~Oll tu hr.: a r.:om moll 

man, to shUll his aspi rJtion. Robert Morgall wnllts his SO il to be an 

ordinary m.m and make something noble oul of the ord inary traits of 

life. Rohert Morgnn knows Ihal trndi tiol1al grcntness does not need 

much of intdligenL'e nlld \vistiol11: only ,lI'Iognnt \\ ill for reaching the 

g.oill is enuug.h. onl) fl rrognllce wi thout intel ligence is not considered 
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grL'al hy I{ oht:rl 1\1 (lI'gil 11 . l{llh~I' 1 Murg;1Il t.:tllltlL'SCctHllllgly says to 

Mcrlin ' 

BUI I do know; and I say In you wi tho ul 

pleasure Ihal this SCln or ours will be a 

grcut mall, hl'C,Hlst well - because he is 

nut very i nl clli~c llt. lit: t.:.111 !-occ only onc 

desire ,II a lime. I said he tested his 

drealll s, he wi ll ll1urder every dream with 

the impl<lL'ilh lc iUfllWS or his will. ((,O(j 

17 ) 

Robert Mnrg<lIl docs 1101 Ire(11 his son's prllhahl c "~rcalncss" 

wi th Il1ILch CSICCln~ his l'Ul1llllCnl Oil his son' s prohah le 'tchicvcmenl is 

s,m'::lslic Rl)bert Morg.1Il does nu t t.:nlls ider hucl'allccrillg and the 

l:(Jll scqUCI1I greatness re,dl y great. Merl in also considers Il ery's dream 

as sonu::lhinK childish . [luI it is hi s dream Ihat kecps Ilcmy a li ve~ he 

h:l s no time 10 give a (k'cp thought to Robert Morga n's sarcastic 

views or Merlin's rurcsighlcd views. Merlin says, 

1\ 11 the wvrld 's g.reats ha vt: heen little 

boys who \\,.lll1tC(\ the n1(ll)l\ ; running. <l nd 

dill1hing. the) sometimes caught a 

lirefly. But if' Uill' gro\\.s 10 lllilll'S mimi 

Ihal mind $e('$ Ih(1t il call1ltl( ha vc Ihc 

Illovn oml woul li IWI want i r i t cou ld -

and su it C:lIl'lll'S no fire fl ies. (( '()ct 27) 

lJy Ihc "moon" and "fi re fly" Merlin mcans illusion and 

reality. Great illusions end in small realities lhat Morgan cannot 

understand . Mcrlin is <l typil'a l Stei nheck characte r who speaks 
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philos(1phically Almost all or Stcinhcd's Ilmcl:- h1'l\'e slich a 

char:u':lt.'r who seems to bc thc spokcsnwlI of the author himself. 

Merli n here: i5 against piracy, he docs not shuw nHlch respec t for 

cSlahlished II .. tIers ,lilt! \'alues 511 he dtles nut el1l:ourage Ilellr ), tu go 

lor the seas for hUcc<IIH.:crlllg . Steinbeck disliked huccanccring which 

WilS:1 commun wny of being great at n ce rt ain period (If history. 

Merl in :1l so oncc ill his you th drea lllt of he ing great by 

hUCCHtH':l.' rill g.; hI;' hall illusions. When Ilenr), i:lsks Merlin , " (llit did 

you ever W<1nt the moonT Merlin confi des. " I wonted it above all 

des ires I wan ted it I reached for it Ihell - then I grew to be a man. 

And n failure," lIenry rl;'llIai ns undi sturhed and unwavering before all 

the good nlh'ice or ~·lcl'ljll and Robel! MOlg.lI1. lie i~ IWI indecisive 

like hi:- fnlher Roherl Morg.:lIl; "lhll Ilwugh there was complete 

indecision in Robcrt's face. tlH.:re WilS a grellt qUll ll tity o r dec ision in 

Ilcnry 's if only hc l'lIuld find 'iollll.' lh ing abou t which to dec ide" 

(CO(; 6) 

Ilenry Morgilll ilCqlllrCS n lot ur \\cal ll! ilnd h~ becomes 

iso lated fro111 his people. Weallh lllake~ him a nwn far removed from 

tbe oti1er.o;. Il cmy Ihinks wealth will bring him eve rything. So with a 

reS(.Jhlte mimi he goes 10 the Sl':1. Ill' Sr\)S. "Ill all mad congruity. the 

turgid soliloquy of life, ! felt a l leas!. secLtl'c ly anc horcd ttl Ill yself. 

\\hnlt:vel' the vac illat iuns o r lltbcr people I llwught lllyself ter rifi ca ll y 

Clllls tillll" ((,O(j 22()). 

In order to rcach his ultImate gflal. Ilem)' has 10 learn \TInilY 

things in dealing with the slaves. J Ie ncquires a sternness in hi s 

pe rsonality, "he knew Ihitt he must never let them sec what he was 

thin king for litem in S(lIllC ineffahle way. Ihey have II ho ld on him 
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which wCluld he difficult 10 shake on l ie IllU'" he culd <llld di~tant 

and it:sulting In thnsc bclu\\ him" (COU 1'19). So in denlmg wi th the 

sla\Cs "he \\as nut ~rllC'I he Wa!\ merciless" ((,OU R5). ·1 hi" ;u.:quircd 

bru talit ) in hi s character i .. r(.lf acquiring wealth. hut. :It the end. 

Ilenry sees al l o f his reso lutillllS gUile, all grimness cvading him : 

But now here I am dwggi ng a fraycd 

linc. and Illy 'lIwhu!" gOlle. I do not 

know whe ther th~ rope wa." Cllt or 

merely worn nwny. but my andlOl" IS 

gone. And I rllll sn iling arollnd <!Ill..! 

around an island in whkh there is tlU 

iroll . (COG 229). 

l lemy lIses il bO:lt il1l:lge rind reali zes the ultimate state of his 

life <lIu) adven tures hut like a Iypicnl Steinbeck hero he accepts the 

ch .. ltlgc. lie .say.s. "l'ivili£i1I\OIl wi[1 split up it charac ter and he who 

refuses HI split goes lInder" (CO(j 255) . Il enr) docs no t want 10 go 

"under." Al though suITcring, he rClllll ins a!\ determ ined and 

unwavering AS he wns. 

Merlin explains the "r<li lure" 01" il mctl'tH.:rc man who aspires 

lo reach the moon hu t gets instead (ln ly a lirelly. Merlin eulogizes the 

failure: 

But the re is this gin for the railu re: fo lk 

Ik llew] he has failed. tint! they arc sorry 

and kindly ftnd gen tle. lie has the who le 

world \I .. ilh him: it bridge of contn c..:t wit h 

his U\\11 p.:oplc; til.: cluth of l11 ediocri ty. 

But he \\ ho shiel ds a fire l1y in his hands. 
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(;<\uglll in rl';!(;iling tht" mooll is douhl ), 

"I(I IH:. be lin I." (;a ll rea lise hi .. 11'111: failurc. 

(;an Icalise his IllCrlllilesS tlml fea r .. ~nd 

c,'as iulls, ( 'O( i 2!U. 

~'lcrlill rorc'\ees the fai lu rc and wfetchedncss o r the aspirntion 

for the IlHHl Il . Il l' says, 

You , ... ill come to your grea tll css. IIlld 

it may he ill time you \\-'ill be alone ill 

YOll!· gre.llncss and IHI rriend 

anywhere ; only thnsl' Wllll hL'hl )Oll in 

re spcct ;lIld awc. I ,1111 snfry for yelll, 

hoy with thc s iruighl , dCllf eyes which 

look upward longingly. I <l1ll surry ror 
YU LI . «'()(i 28). 

Moreover. Henry has "the Ill st all men have in vary ing 

degrees- some for the nash of cards , and so me fur wine. and some 

rOf the bodies of wOlllen was in lleury Morgan" (COG 88), Su 

I!cnry's Ct)lllllmacy d tlC S nul take Merlin's fore sightedness mueh in to 

cOIl!"iderali oll . Il em), is obsessed with (rnditiulIlll greatness hCCiltlSC 

Ilenry has !..!lown the power or moncy. Ftll" example, in the iun, the 

in ll !..eercr <II lin;! rel'civ("d him coldly thinki ng Ihut he Iwd 11 0 money 

but v .. hen " lI cnry leI the light fnll Oil n go ld piece ill h is h<ll1d. and ns 

he h::1t1 111<1dt.' the sign u r p{IWer. thc Clpl'Oll W<lS bowing alld gently 

pulling him by the anll" «('()(J 51). Su il is Ilcnry's pcrsun<lli!y which 

IC<l ds hil1110 Ihc fai lure <Inti rut ili ty or hi s auvc nturc 10 aloneness. 

Stcinbed was l:rilicn[ of prevale nt conc~pts of adventure. In 

I'a.t tlll'e.<: Of H('at,t'll Moll y Morgan prolluly think s or her rather's 
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mlV1..'I1I Ures ami hero ism: sht.' discov(.'rs hcrse lr in the- millsl of an 

ndH' l1hHe ~iI)i llg " I il lll ha'wmg .111 aU Vl'I1H1rc" lIili l'i)lll eS there 10 

make her rree or her tnlll('c . Bill says, 

Everynndy thinks Vasque7.. was il kind of 

a hero, ",hen hl' was .iu st n thief. lie 

sL.arted in stealing sheep and IHlrscs and 

ended lip robhing slages. lie had 10 kill i1 

few people to do it. II seems tu me Molly. 

we ought 10 tellch pt'(Iplc \0 ha te rohners 

allli worship thelll, (lIas/lire,\' (N J/{' ttI'{, 1I 

R I ) 

Bdl IS ~ protesting ('harac te r m,e Mcrlin nbout Irmlitional 

vi\ llIes and t.'ol1l:epls ur greatness . Bill in I'U.\'/III'(',\' Of lI{,lIvell and 

Merl in in ell" (If Go'" with their piquant CO lllments show their 

indigna tioll againsl "greatness" and heroi sm. 

In the ('(In 11 il:t between Illetliocrity nnd greatness, Steinbeck 

rCivourcd mediocr it y. Steinheck thought mediucrit y was the real 

ah ility of Ct11111\1I) n lIlan and shu wed that any attempt at frth grcrtt llcsS 

would Icad thc individual to a barren plane where the individual 

wou ld di scovcr himself isolated :ll1H1ng mcdiuere people as an objec t 

of pit y. Thus in ('lIf' Of Gold 1I1'n ry"s i.1l'qu isitiuII is shown as totally 

ra ke When ilcnry ge lS Ihe knighlhoOtI. paying two thollsand pounds, 

only the fake·show becomes clem. It is Ihmry's aristocratic fami ly 

hackground th"t he emdu buy a knighthood which Eve lyn envics, 

""ell t wo thuusand pound:'" Illu rmured John Evel),n, "certain 

tradesman will perhilps hless his knighthood" (C(}G 24H). Steinbeck 

saliriJes Il eury's knighthood in his de."h sce llC, "from tht: walls 
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11hout till' 1"11(1111 I ilL' shin!,,!! C}l'S uf his anl'l'sWrS regardcd him. On 

their faces wl..'l"e smirk ... \\hich $;li d. "A h yes! A knight 10 he sure· hut 

we kllow how you bought yuur knighlhouu" (C()(j 2(0). 

I !em)' ~ l orgnll is an exnmplc or a med iocre mun who aspires 

In cntl:h the moon but finally cnlc hes only a lire ny. a man to be 

pitied. '( he c.:gocentril: nspira lion oj" lIenry dcpnves him of real 

grc.::J llless ~nd fenl goodncss. Stei nheck thonght Ih:11 rcnl grea lness 

and goodncss lay in the mcdi(lcre man who wv rk s in Iht: fields and 

mines: "whitt: good men swcnt nu l Iheir lives i ll the i"ields and mines" 

the .~HH: al! ~d grt:<lt men" do nothing but dri vc about und ilhnul ill 

carn ages lip one Slrect and down <l nuther howing to ench 

other .. . there at I.undon" (C()(j 32), Stcinncck truly believed in 

.Icrrcrsun·s rhilnsophy . .lefferson praised the fn nners e .. lling them the 

chosen people of (jod: 

Thuse who Inbor in the earth nrc the 

choscn pc\)ple of Clod. if ever he had a 

chosl.:n pellplc. whose hreast" he h:-.s 

made his reculinr deposi t for 

subst,1I1ti,,1 and genuine virtue. It is the 

foc.:u s in wh!rh he kCl'ps ali ve the 

s:lncd rirl", \\ohic11 olhel'\\isc esc<lpcs 

rrolll the face of til e c<1rth . Corruptiull 

of morals in the mnss or cultivill ors is 

n phenomenon of which no nation lUIS 

fu rnished an eXilInplc: . (Quoted 11) 

Vernon Luuis I'nrringtoll . 147} 
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Sim il:l rl y. Slcinhcd in his heSl novels symp<lthil.ed \ .... ;111 the 

people ne(l!' [he s(li l: the f;:\I'Iners . Jefferson later sn id . " We must now 

plOlec Ihe manul'acturer by Ihe si de of the Ilgrir.:ulturist" (Quo ted in 

Parringl ion ~4~) . Stcinheck lIls() accl.:plcd the ccu]lnmi c clwng,cs li nd 

their Ill lll ua l adjustmen t ]'01 dcvcloPIIICIU ; Steinheck was not a hiased 

.lcfkrsoni(lll. Sic inhed thuught Ih vse wc re the great mcn who looked 

to production nli ll er than It) cxporl fo r eco ll om ic developmen t; 

l11e rcan til ism was a sort nf r1undcr. 

Ilell[,), is ne Ither an agriculturist nor U 1l1l1l1llfact ure r: " i1 is 

plullJer thaI Co:a lled him . the beautirul Ihin gs of silk !lnd gold and the 

admiration of man. and (Ill thuse his bcnrl :;ct more zea lousl y than 

evcr" (C()(j HQ). r.. .. 1erlin <l ml Robe rt Morgan stress that greatness lies 

wilh Ihe wmmOll men. On the l:(lntrary, Ilem), thinks greatness lies 

in bucc2neering.. The contra" t in the novel dCIlHl tl st rates tha t llenry's 

aspired "great ness" rewards him with loneliness; he is wi thout any 

fri end to cOlJ1l1lunir.:atc his fCl: lings; he "had gro\",·n lo nely in his 

glory" ami "hL' was alone in his SUCl:Cs S with no friend anywhere. The 

cravi ng. of" his heart mLls t li e cr{Hlchcd within himse lf' (('()(j 123). 

Through the loneliness (If I!cnry Steinbeck showed hi s negative 

attitude to mcrcall tili slll <lnd stressed Ih<lt property rorfeit s friendship. 

~o all the riches th <lt I knry Carns through pillage hecome useless to 

Ilemy when he finds him self" confi ned wi thin himself; he becomes a 

blmlc:l to himself. 

At the hei ght ur ilL, 7.ca l 10 plunde r. Ilenry dues 110t emc for 

any hody. Paulette , a slave woman, cOllles to love him and wants to 

live a simple lire wi th him . illil Ilenry SC{lwls al her love: 
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YtHl'} Luve )'uu'} Why you arc jusl a 

little animal il prell)' lillie golden 

an imal. for "ure hUI a fmlll or Ilcsh - no 

mort.'. May one w(Jr~hip :1 (iut! hccause 

he is hig. or cherish a land which Ims nO 

virlllc save il::; hrcadlh, or love a woman 

whose whole r('illm is her I1csh (( '(}(j 

9H) 

Pmdette· s imagined lire is 1101 fulfilled. She onl y nouri shes her 

dream . With all her love she wanls lu win lIenry. she wants to make 

Ilenry lnve her "more thall the ships, more limn the sea or any thing 

011 earth , sU lhat he would m;u-ry her'· (C()(i t.l1) . Palilelle rails. Henry 

docs nol cnre ror nnyoud)"s love al the c;:\11 uf his illusion, Henry 

Ireals women as a mass of flesh. as an object to 0\\-11. as a property to 

win and be proud ur. There arc three Eli7abcths in his life. all of 

who III lo\cl.l Ilemy. Ilenry. however. is egm:en lric and cannot take 

(lilY of the I..::lizabeths [IS hi s own. he e(lllllOI truly love anyone of 

Ihel11. lIenry c..:Iaims th<lt he had loved the lirs t Eli~nbelh hccause "she 

had a SOli I". Paulette docs not he Ii eve it. She n$~s. "Whnt is this soul? 

And how Illily I gel one i r I have: nllt nne al rendy? And where is this 

soul Ill" yom tlml I have ncver seen or heard or tuuehed. how UO YOll 

know she had this soul ? (COG (4) 

II L'n ry'" I()\e i::; fo r Simla I{ \ljn- an imagined lady quite 

different from the renl lady. Winning her h<l.ntl is a sYlllhol or heroism 

In lIenry. lI enry thinks of Roja "Th is w(ltlHln is hnrbor of all my 

questing. 1 do not think of her as " rel1l<lle thing wi th arms and 

hreasl.!i. hut as <l. mOlllent n" pe:u:e after turmoi l, a perfullle after 

ransid filth" (COG 175). So lIenry is in luve with his dream not with 
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allY W(lllliUl. Whcn S~lIla Roj;1 glvcs her nelUal iucl1ti ty ;1IHI her 

hu .t;;hillHl pays the r;1nsol11 In free Elizaheth LI lias S;lIlta Roja. Ilenry 

begins ttl fec i his wrclchcdne"c;. I lcm)' rct.' ls thnt il is 100'c thai lIlade 

Roja's hushand pay the huge r'lnsom whereils nnhody would pay tiny 

rtlnSO Ill if he were t,,!..en a captive OIl some time. Alth(Hlgh Ilen ry says 

that he lo\'cu the first Eli zabeth, Ihe Elizaheth or his adolescence, this 

IS false. If he lw.u loved El izabeth he wUldd lIot have le n he r for the 

sea,Iii , t\clUally Il emy Itever lo ved <lily WUl11al1 . Ilcnry is in love with 

hi s career, riches lmd his illusiull. li e marrit:s his cousin Elilaheth to 

share the status o f an <I ri stOl' r • .l\ fam ily on ly. S() in lo\'e scenes wi th 

his cous in f' li /nbl:t h, he becollles simpl) a puppet with nn human 

urge and te!locil ), Iu lo\c , 

Il enry wink s olT Me rlin 's prophecy and the love of all the 

three Flizahelils 10 he .. hero. hut S(HIIl hi s wi ngs drop like "great 

hladed ants which me horn "ilh \\ings they l1y rln hour or two then 

drops their wings" (COG 148 ). lIenry sces that be is alone despite his 

riches, power amI pos it ion. Hcnry sees th.lt he is not ;letually the man 

ruling the IJlld Ihat be conquered to he J knight. Ilavi ng cOllquered 

P'lIlalll<l h~ sees, 

The IIlcrclwnt d<lss soon dominated all 

the is th mus. SOllle or tht' so ldiers had 

diL'd, others grew res tless in security 

and marched <lWilY to ncw dan~er() I' s 

1<llIds. !raving Ihe haltlc (.If food stuffs 

and c:<trJva~anccs in the hands or 
traders who doh:d oul O{lur ane..! wine 

and g,::lIherce..! in return jewels and bars 

fur their coffers. (C(}(i 154) . 
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So the tradcslllcn, the llll'Tcantili c; ts beL'illlH; the rea l owners ur 

the hInd c.:nnqllered. le,l\ ing the conqueror as si mpl y the tiw lar hcad, 

Re(l l l'c(lIlomit.: power gOC$ to the tradesmen mnking the conqueror 

lonelie r, The clllerging lllen:h:lIlt dtl ss bec~)l1lcs cunllned wi thi n 

themselves "so that <I II migh t charge the same price for food and with 

their profits they huilt thei r cedar houses roofed wi th ti les" (COG 

154) . The me rchant dass get their wO lllcn dressed " in foreign silks" 

and lhey arc " (o ll owed ... hout in thl! streets hy hands nf rdaining. 

slaves" (C(}Ct' 154). So both power and pt:1 r in the real sense go to the 

merchant class. ThL' L'OlHllIC.'for goes t() nn isol<ltcd seclusion. to a fa ke 

honored headship. 

Henry. the conqueror. the possessor of wealth. goes to an 

isola ti on where he hl'COI1le.'''' '· ... Ione in his success" (COG 125) . Henry 

h:ld tOllched nil the things and watched them pale and shrivel at his 

touc h. And he is Imlcly. " lI is men reg:lrd hil11 wi th respec t and su llen 

awe. They mc afraid of him and this sta te docs nol feed his vanity as 

once it had" (CO('" 126), 1 he servants cOl11e and take onJers "but 

never I'l<l SS a quiet lime or day" (C(}(i 127) . Iknry feel s. " I know I 

made them so, It w:\s necessary once for 1 had to build up respect 

before I c(')ulcl commnnd obt'd iencc" (COG 12R), 1\ 11 the wea lth that 

he 11<15 ellrned. all the people that he has suhjug:lled and commanded 

obedience.'. turn of' no value h) him, l ie reels descried. "for ten years I 

Iwve nlvaged the ... eas like a silent wol!. J have no friend anywhere" 

(COG' 12M). II cnry says in reminiscence. 

Wh~n I cOllsider the years that arc gone 

away, I am bewildered al my activ it y, I 

' .... ent to mighl)' troub le for s illy. golden 

things ... Illy lillie w{lrS seem sCT:l11lbling 
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II! ' n pl:rSll1\ Slralll!C to Ill e , a p('r~o n w lio 

did 110t know llle ways uf l1la~ ing the 

v.'mh,l c il;1I1 gl': coln r. J 1ll001nH::d ill the 

old time. when c:Jch s;J lis rnctilln . di!.:d in 

my arlllS . Is il any wonder Ihe)' nil died 

(('()(i 175). 

Ilcnry l'o nsoles himsc! r sarcastically. 

I may hnvc SlllI1C vn luc to histurian s 

bccause ! hClVC destroyed a rew things. 

The huilc.l cr or Y(lUr t.:l1lhCUf(l1 is forgllllen 

CVl' tl no\,"', hut 1 who hurned it. lll<\V be 

remembered fo r ;1 IH1l1dred years <lr so 

(COt; 226) . 

I fenry feel s tha t (I II (he we;tlth that he bad amassed so far is 

dull. lie i"eel s thm "tile streaming rays orthe sLin malic the treaSllre 011 

the nool' glow like n m;t S$ of hOI metal" (('()(j 210), Ysobe l 

in)nica lly mentions this ch:mg.e in Ilenr), sayin g. 

1 th ink I :1111 snrt") bel:<l tl sc or Y0 1lr lost 

light; benlUse the brave bruta l t.: hild in 

yOll is dead-the boast rul t.:hild who 

mocked and though! hi s mockery shook 

the thronc ur (i('ld, the t.:o nfident ch ild 

who graciously permitted the " or ld ttl 

aCCO ll1p~ll)' him through space. This 

chilli is dead. and I nm sorry (eO(; 

221) 
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Santa ]{(lja. nlias Ysobel. winning who"e h:lI1u W[l!' :l symbol 

of heroism to Ilenry. comes with n rebuff 10 I !em) now. Ysobel says. 

Ylltl \\ill IHI llIore take III) Ullin! CliPS 

ur <.iuld . You will IUrn no mure valli 

dreams into lllls:nis f<lclory 

COIHlllcstS ... hU I I suppose )u ur sins 

al'c great. All Illen \\fln hrcuk the haTs 

III' mediocri ty cOlllmit rrightfll l sins 

(C()U 222). 

Symbolically San ta Roja is Henry's il lusion. lIemy is now 

totally disillusit1l1ed hy Santa Roia herself whu shakes all his dreams 

and Ilemy comes down from his Inwering illusions \0 the plnne of 

re.ality [lnd says; 

J du Ilul w:lnl anythi ng anYll10re I hnve 

110 lusts. and my desires arc lir} amI 

rattling. I hClvc Ollly a \ilg,ue wish for 

peace and the li me to ponder 

illlpondcT<lblc maUers (COU 222). 

By ponde ri ng "impondemolc matte rs" Henry wants tll look 

into himsclf,l1Id think (,In the Ihings of life ;'Illd lIi1ture. So inlhc nuvc l 

Ilcl1l'y is an activist and a thinker. while Roher! rvlnrgan. Merli n and 

Ji1111 C:' Flowcr <Ire thinking chamctl'Ls. S t cinhcck'~ novels always 

have some thinklllg dmractcrs . Among lhe lhinking characters James 

Flowcr cmerges as a philosopher. lie h;'ls a dclinite philosophical 

view. 
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Steinheck's ph ilos()ph) \\;'IS 11 prob;Ihlc.' nlh::rn:1t1vC to his 

protest. Stcillhcr.:~ \ ... hile.: prolL:sting sOl.:i al orders. eswhlishcd values, 

plm'cd philosoph} not ns tl dirc<.:i suhsti tute or the prevail1ng values 

bUI as a resort In think as probable li he ral alternati ves. So often 

philosophy and protest rlln pt\rall el in his works , In (' 1/1' of Gold 

James Flower is ;'I slave master but Ireats !l enry \\ illl nil the affection 

or a fat ht:r. lie hll s nil :lva rice f'N \\callh, he Indy lo ves I lemy as his 

son. he snys. ". , here is nonc.- 10 take Y() lIr place, 1'01' yo u have trll ly 

been m)' 5('1\ . It will be lonely he re without Y(ll!, htly" (eOC; 9R) , 

Hei lig disillusiolled by wt'a ltl! .lam t:s furms i\ dirfere nt idea" 

w:wcring ide;1 on rhillls(lphy and morality In rac l Steinbeck's 

philo 'iophicn l quesl begins with '·I(J\\cr: he is Stci nbed's first 

pllil()sophict\ll.:haractcr. 

James Fl ower is Steinbeck's fil's t phiiosuphienl charac ter . 

James Flower's p:m:nts WCI't! " people with ideas" who " shook the ir 

ht!llds over thl'ir dul l son" (CO(i7S) )<lllles WilS also ilshamctl of his 

dullness and treated hi s parents wilh awe . Jallll' s ill his boyhood 

de termined tt) have idcns, he studied u It}\. J Ie studi ed DescClrtes and 

was stirred li kL' till leill'llcd me n tlml was "detl'rlllined In redul:e all 

philosophy Iu 11 hllSic poslul n\e" (COei 75). 

James Flower then goes on to test existclltintism Ih,lt nga in 

Ihl'OWS James into a riddle. James canllot understand the logical 

urrallgcmcnt uf " I think Iherl'forL' I am" he s;l id , " al ie;1st I think I 

am. 

Out Ihis led III a circl e and gut him 110 

\\ here. I hell he joined the new f(HlIH.led 

school of Bacon. With persistent 
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experilllents. he hurned his fin gers ami 

tri ed 10 cross l'hlVCr with h;\r!ey ami 

pulled the legs fmlll llulJlbcrlcss insects 

striving tn di !'C()\'er sOIllL,thing almo~t 

"a nyth ing", but he ncve r did (COG 76) 

.lames biological sean:hes bear him lin rcsul t beoHisc his 

exrcrimcllts arc 100 hllrried. Moreover. "he le<lflls without absorbing, 

rcmembers without assi milaling. IIis mind is a sad nmss of unrelated 

facts alld thenries" (C()(j 77). So his altclllrt at cross·breeding clover 

nnd harley rails . With his SC;:lIllY knowlcd~('. hc \\o'ilI115 to invent 

something tliat is clearly beyond his knowlcdge and ability. So 

"James Flower who lind tried to he " crealor, hCCillllC a quict kind ly 

lillie gen tle man somewhat ineffectual and vcry inefficicnl." 

In his I:lter yea rs he h,1(1 hegull to 

mistake convictions for idem). If a man 

SlatL'U a belief luudly ell(Hlgll hc 

frightened .lames Flower, for he said to 

ilimscJf "lIere is Olle n[ those di vincly 

cndowed creall1rc wllCl control the lirc I 

lnd nllogcthe r. « '()U 77) . 

Jamcs Fhm t' r' s frusll"lHed quest III hl.lth biology and 

philosophy is dll~ tll his caprices and limited talent hut his veering 

qucsts arc vcry much like those of Steinheck himself. James is '1lmost 

an autohiographicnl character. !.ike James Flower. Steinbeck being 

tirctl of teleological interpretation or the cosmk life wanteti to 

postulate all iuei.ls by " is thinking" , But Steinbcck was flut inefrectua l 

ilnd incffective like James flower. Steinheck 's searches had 
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cOllsidcf<l ble clTe!.:L although like JOlIl1CS Flowcr "in the midst of his 

inves tigation the spidl of inuuct ion len him ... dcady he did nOI lit 

in ortlwdo,\(y" (CO(i 76) , Steil1heck's invt5tig'llioll with deduction 

.1lld inductio n III arr :lnge the r hcllo ll1 cnulogit,1 1 <lnd biologic<ll obj ec ts 

led him 10 poslllla!C "is.think ing", 

011 moral ami ethical 15511(,S, James Fluwer "clearly did not Iii 

into orllwdox y," :-.J cvl.'rthclcss, he had II stem altitude Oil ethical 

issues. James Flower consistently speaks to Ilenry ahout IUlllg ing as a 

punishment. J ~tlllcS thinks that h'lIlging is ethica ll y correct, he says, 

"The chief valuc of vi ole lll puni shmenl lies with those the some 

might fall. Yes. J thi nk it is well to have somcone hanged eve ry now 

and then. It is ex pensive to good behaviour <l1lJt)ng the rest." {('()(i 

79) , 

Limcs /"lower has SOllie' con tradicti ons in his personali ty. As 11 

rhjl ost'ph~r hl': W:lnts tu pustulate all though t into nile, as a mora li SI 

he ra vurs l:ap ital puni shment f'or a he'~lthy socie ty free of vices and 

sins. Agaill as a slave master he has love fo r white slaves as he has 

rur I lemy hut he is lIO! vcry sympatheti c <Iud Olffeclionatc to Negro 

sluvcs becuusc he makes grdlows to h<l!ll;!, Negro s lavt's, In Ihis gallow 

Henry once sees" hanging:. 

Hemy S<l\V 1I naked hlack figure squirm and 

\Hilhe al the end ur a rope while the 

Negnlcs reeked themselves back and fort h 

un the ground anu moaned : while tht: while 

s l<l ves gritted th!;l!' teeth allll cursed harshly 

to keep from shr i\.'k ll1 g (COU SO), 
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Jmncs nuwer is vag uC" in his cuncept lll" Illor;dity .mu ethica l 

s lalld:ud . I he lI1all who tries ex istentialism and Dther hroader views 

of philusoph) is strikingl y crllel in implementing hi s ethical stilrH.Jard 

by hnngillg the Neg ro slave ror nssuring l1Ioral illlt! ethical .sanctity or 

the co·nlllunity. When .inmes Flower sees lIenry crying. havi ng seen 

" the hl ack vkt illl hung limply by the cwok ncck." Jamcs Flower says. 

I know it is htld the lirstlirnc. whcll J firs t 

saw it. J d id not sleep for a good whilt'. 

Ilut {lner n li!th.: v~:hen you !1Jve seen five. 

(l'n· i1 d I len· gIl (Il1t in this way, you will 

come III have nl) /ecl ing tlbollt it. and Il l) 

mure thuuglll of it than or a c hirkell 

/lopping about with <l wrung ncck , (C()(j 

RIl) . 

The way James l·hmcr 1ll{l~CS I I em)' benr the hanging. scene 

docs not cstahlish him tiS a real thinker. Il c lacks the amiable. 

11I111l ;ulitmian views o r lUall :wl! the wor ld ehnrnc teristic to a 

philosHllhcr. .Ia1111:s justlJie!': hnnging b} qlloling from Ilolnlllamll: 

The first time om: sees hUlIl;J1l su ffering 

'" it is lI nnatllrnl thing, bec~lu se within 

one's experience plncid comfortable 

peopk are the rule. But after n Humber uf 

slleh experiences. the sigh t of torture 

comcs n nurmal thing. i.lI1d normal 

hUl11:lll s come to rcli!': h it to vnrrous 

extents ( 'O(i SO). 
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Jilmcs Fltl\\ ~r say' that. he himself has "Ileve r come ttl relish 

the maltn." I he feeling which JilIlH,'S Ilo\\cr pcrsollClll y docs not 

rel ish how ca ll he gC llcrali/,c il quoting for lll Ilolall1uron lhal "normal 

humans C(lille tu rcli .. 11 il." Ilis pcrsullnl hclid is not like those 

humans that he quoted , 'I here is a gap between what he has read and 

whal he !cds. J;IIIlCS Flower is II man with ~Ullll..· im:tlilsisteneies. 

lI enry Morgan justi ries this inC(lllsis lency ill human nature say ing; 

" the most human of" all human trail S is inconsistcncy:' (COG 229) . 

• 1;1I1lCS Flower is J strict 11101'(\lisl but Coer de Gri s is opposite 

to JUIIlCS I' lower. Cuer dc Uris has IW sl rkl sensc of morality as he 

speaks of his mother who is a prostitute, "my mother is nile o r the 

free women of Groves". When lIen ry Morgan lIny::; "surely she has 

given lip Ihis practice, nnw YOli I1re successful on the sea," Coer de 

(iris :-;lIys. "I kno\\' I alll hut she clm tinucs I (10 not mcntion it. ror 

why shuuld 1 interfere with what she considers a ser ious work ,., why 

!'hould 1 ch~l1gc the gentle cuurse of her wa)'~, evcn 1 cou ld" (COC 

129). Coer de Gris also S:'lys to lI enry "No. Sir, hcr lifc is 

illllllilClllatc- prays thr il..·c a day" , Cocr Lie Uris thinks that his 

mother's vile profession is not Clil ob~taclc ror praying thrice a LI:ty . 

('ocr dc (iris di stingui shes bctwct.:n physical and psyt.:hic sanctilY amI 

thinks Ihat one is not an ohstacle 10 the a tllt'r, 

James Flower and CUCI' de Uris bring the moral dih:l1lma: what 

does physical sam:lit)' have to do \"il h pSYl.:hic sanclity whcn momlity 

is HHaily an nffair of thc soul" This question would have been solved 

if Coer de Uris' mother herselr had 110t contradicted it. She 

contradicted it when she ref"uscd to receive a girt- a s!.:ar f. iI "glorious 

thi ng or gossamer gold" which Coer dc Gris got as booty, She argucs 

Ihn t ·' it belonged abnut the neck Ilrsomc womnn who put her fa ith in 
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lhe I<ombh Chun.:h alltl it \",ouhl /lot he dC!:l'nt I'or II good Ilug.c ll ul to 

'''car it"' (( '(J(j I JO), At the cnll. the mMal isslle Iherci"uTe remains 

unsulved and undetermincd . This ~hu ws 111;11 Steinhcck treatcd moral 

iss lles not as "drug. housc catalng,lIes" to he dictated and prcsc ribed in 

11101':1 1 eri cs. Stein hl'l'k ~hUW5 thmgs as they Iwppcn in lire and 

<1cccpts moral it y as a concept interacting wi th the cllvif()nIllCI11. 

Un l'e ligi{ll1 and sin he had the 5;11 11(' view as he had 011 

morality . Steinhed sa tir izes thc religious sense o r the peuple or 

I'nnn tllil , whcn it WilS invaded by fl erny Morgan . the people instead of 

resisting Morgan "rushed to the Churches. confessed, kissed reli cs 

and rushed hOl11e aga in ,,, the broken \>,:alls 1I1l111ellllcd; the rusty 

cannons were 1101 replaced" (C()(j 157), Tun the slavc+broker 

rcvit:ws his faith SiJ) ing, " 11' '.lIl1y I had a religion tu me like th t! 

maslCT, I might say <ti s (iou's will - Clmllhen he rorgclling ahou t it. 

And I had i1 business or pnsitinll I mi ght he talkin~ how a m,m must 

li ve. Bul l hnvc no re l i~ioll in mC ;lt a ll ... .. «(,()(j 72). 

Stei nhcck's character" du 1101 take religion as the cssential 

institu ti oll fo r human life . They show that religion has a fea rrul and 

seg l'egrltcd entity from their lire style. They do not a ll ow religion to 

dictate <t fT.,ir, (I f every dlly life. So l!em), Mllr~a n un his death bed 

refuses to repent. fhe Vicar hc1ie\cs .... ll'ter yems of patient wa iting 

tIlt: Chun:h had at laSI go t Il cmy Morg.nn \ ... ilhi n its powcr." The 

Vi!:ar is, htmcvt:r, mistaken 

"I lave )OU repentcu your sin s. Si r Ilcmy?" 

"My si ns? 1\0. I had not Ihollghl uf thclll . Shall I repeat 

Panam:lT 
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I he Viral' was emh;Hr:1Ssed "wc ll Panama was i't 

palriol k conqucst. 

"I he king appro\'ed. Besides the pc()plc were Papi sts" 

I COU 264). 

Henry Morgan als-( I thinks nf Pan,lIna as a " p'llriotic 

conques l." I lcllr)' thinks he has nil sins. li e asks " wh<ll are my s ins 

thenT l!c nry says. 

I low Illay I repcllt , Sir'} I mi ght go owr 

my whult: li fe. naming and repen ting 

every nt,; t fro m the shatte ring nl' my rir st 

tl~('lhing ring. 10 Illy last visit ttl hrulhcl. 

I mi ght H.'pcllt evcrythi ng, could 

rClllcmber but if I fo rgel unc s ingle sill 

the who le process would hc v.aslcd. 

(COC; 264) 

Morgan declines confess ion , IS a process because he thinks 

1I0llC call remcmher a ll the sins committed in one's \\· hole lifc·time 

and if tlllC fai ls 10 rcmember all)' unc sin Ihcl1 [lie [ota l pf()cess 

heco mes meaningless. [[enry Morgan thus rerllses [0 get even heaven 

Ihroug. h conlcss iull . r.,·1{'1rg;1I1 Sil) " , " I won't W<ln[ 10 get heaven once I 

am dead. [ won'[ "ant them to disturb me" (CO(j 264 ). This view of 

Tim, Coer de (i ris "lid lIenry ~'1(.lrga n on religiun and morality 

relll tl tns tIIu.'hang.ed in almost <1 11 o r Sleinheck'~ lalcr novels . The 

sll llric trl',ltlllenl of buccanecring tEnd h~ ro i sll1 as a socitl l system is 

the revelat ion of Steinheck 's indignation aga inst them. as we ll as, the 

sat iric trca tment M con\'cntional Ilwrality and rituals amply testifies, 

Slcinhcck's di silppr()va l or them . The episudes ur Pa.\·(III'IJ.\· of /leaven 

continue the silmc con\'ietions (If Steinbeck. !'a.'iflll'c!.\ oj 1If.'(Jw!JI also 
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conta ins Steinheck '~ sYllIpathdil.: IreallllClIl or the men ial reta rds as a 

mark or his symputhy for hU llIanity as OJ whule. 

Th e I'as /II/'e.' of !lei/veil ( 1932) 

Tile' }'m/"r".\ o( }}('t/l't'J/ consi sts of twelve episodes contai ning 

var ied e hnracters in the samc venue: Salinas Val Icy. the birthplace o f 

Steinbeck. S;:t/inas V:llley . which was tWilled " I)asturcs of HC:lven" by 

early Spanish se tlle rs, is the mi..: rocos tn wherc f{)TllIlle seekers of 

va ried nalUrc Inter camc In settlc <Inti farm the land like other early 

se ttlers in America. Spanish sen lers came li r .. ! 10 Salin <l s Valley 

"whcn the C'a rmclo Mission of Allant<l Califurni<l was heing built 

sometime around 1776" (1'116). 

The lin'; l episode descr ihes (llle of Illl' se ttl ers who Clllnes to 

C'alifornia . li e compnrcs thc line land 10 thc I'nslurcs of Ilcaven, lie 

had he<lten ll1<lllY red Indians and forcibly converted them 10 

("h ri sl i<lll i I y: 

lie v.'ho had whipped hrown hacks 10 latte rs, 

whose rapacious llUlIlholld W<lS bui ld ing a 

t1~W race of C:lli furnia. this bearded savage 

bearer of civili7,'lllull slipped fro m his 

saddle and look off his steel hal. " Iloly 

MOlhl'r" he whispered " he re are the grecn 

Pastures uf Ilea\ en 10 which uur lord 
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h:mlcth us'" llis dcsl."cndellts arc "linuS I 

white now . (1'1/ 6) , 

'I he~e "almn!;' white" people arc the Milstrovies. Edward 

Wicks. Fr:lllldin (iomcz. Richard Whiteside :lilt! the I.opez sisters. 

rhe ir s turi es constitute the whnle hook , They come to the " " astu res 

or Ilt:avcn" to lend :In afllucnl lifc .. ~ntl1e of them :lchievc it. some of 

thcm do lIut. bill tn all ur Ihem happiness rem;lills a filr cry; JrnUcncc 

callilol twin!:! f()r th cllI pcnce or !ife . Like Steinbt'ck's otli er wo rks. 

The! Pm flirt'S OJ I/em'e ll nlsu cOllli!.:ally treats human desire 10 earn 

ri elics bCC.lUSC. ill the l(lng run Tidies do lI ot bring peace and 

hnppincss . Instead. riches sepa l' :l tc !llllll an he ings to nil nlcoval 

alonencss where they l!roilll under their g.nmvilll? riches. Some of 

lhem live a life (lr il!llsi(JIl and sc ll'·de!.:eplion fur ri ches: Edward 

Wicks for example. prclcnc.ls throughout hi s life lu he fJ rith Illnn . rhe 

lirst SCHier: the Spanish curpurnl \\ ho enllle tn he aflluellt. died in the 

" Pastures or I-t e<lve ll" when "an Indi an WOlllall prcsenlt:d him with the 

pox ." Long nfter the death or Ihe Spanish Corpornl. 

rcw ramilics of sq ll il ile rs Illuvcd illln tht: 

Pastures or fl cavt:n and blli!t rCIICCS ::Jnd 

planted trees . Sincc no nne nwncJ thc 

land. they squab bled grcat derl ! uvcr its 

possessioll After a hundred years there 

wcre \ WC IlI )' r<llllilics un t''''cnty little rnfm S 

in the Pastures or Ileavell. (1'1/6) 

As ;I n obse rver or animals mul society. Steinbeck helieved thaI 

ho th animal s ilild Illilll mc orlicred wilh limitations or nccds. nny 

railure to underslnnd thi s limitation is surc to lead onc to it mirnge 
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and spoi l olles total entity . Stc!nbeck ht!licvcd til ... , a man has I1tll hing 

tll lh) wi th richcs IlIllrC than his ncc:cssity~ he belicved Ihnt org(lnic:ally 

humnn beings and animCL ls Me so constituted that they cannot 

c.:ollsumc more 01' less than tbeir necessity. Junius Maltaby IS a 

clwn.lctcr 10 Tlte !)a.\·/II/,(!.f of /leaVf!/1 Wh{1 underslalllis thi s 

c(1nstitulion or Illall so he I:;; nul cl'ilI'.y ror riL"llcs like Edward Wicks. 

fhese opposing chi1r~H.:tcrs llli1ke up lh c microcosm with the final 

verdict tllat riches can never lllah· a life of' peace and harpjnes~. 

Freedom ('If wi ll is the second rcmarknhlc thing in the 

microcosm. Sleinbcl.:k believed tl1<1t freedolll of will of the ch ... rncters 

placed in n natural setl ing like the Pashlres of Ileaven possessed 

showing that snciety suppressed an individ ual 's freed om of will. 

curtniling natural development. Steinbeck believed that society 

should hil\e i1 re:;;tr;ctet! rule in the dcvelnpmcnt of an illdividual 

mind: the soc inlil.atioll process of every individual should not be the 

.sallie. SY1llp.lthy for the physically cHId mentnl ly handicapped people 

is the third remarkable thing in the buok. Steinbeck shows that the 

slime sociali7.atiun rroccss for the mentnlJy handicapped will 11 0t 

bring the same result. The menta lly handicapped indi vi duals need 

more understanding and sympnthy for their n;\l\lr,,1 growth. Tularecito 

is stich a cha ractt.'r in the book. 

III the second epi sode the Mustroviccs nrc one of the " twen ty 

ffllllilies" who came tll the Pastures of Ileavcn hundrcd YC<l rs after the 

fir.:;t settle r; the Spanish corporal. to sett le in one of the "twenty littl e 

farms." Young Mustrovie works hard Oll lhc farlll. 

All by himself he cie<lred and rl anted 

it. rnllled thc trees and sprayed Ihem. 
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At .111) hlltll- Ill.: l:t1uld he seen 'VtH'I..illg 

I\:\cri shly , hul l' running aheml his 

tasb. with n look (In his face as 

though he expec ted time to SlCl p hefure 

a crop \\' ilS in. (fll tJ) 

But the Mllstnwics CJllnot tnJkr their forllillc ill the Pastures 

of I leaven. So one Ilwrning the neighhors tit) nllt sec the Mustrovics 

filmily :lI1ywhere around, tiley huve left the Pastures of ll eJVL' I1 . Then 

Bert Mtllll'lH..' takL's Plls:-;cssil) !l of' thc Bnttlc J-nfl1l The MUIll'ue family 

hrought everything ill the hOll se fm "mathemOlti!.:al eomfur\": 

the new furniturc nrrived. overstuffed 

cJwirs amI J da\'t.'nr~)rt. an cl1i.lIllellcd 

slove. steel bed .. pJillted to look like 

woolis i1lH.I gunr,lIllccd tn providc 

mnthcm:llicnl COl11f(lIl. (fil ii ) 

Y(lllllg Yluslnn ic illllJ Bert i\1u nroe illustrntc how the early 

sCllle l's lahored 10 J1li1kc the area wtlTlh living. Bert Monme tries his 

luck in garage husiness and grocery shop. li e fails. and Inst or all like 

nny lypic.: ll l Steinbeck hero he sta rts f~1 rmill g . In farming. !lert Monroe 

thollghl " Iay the Clilly L' lHleavor 111<11 did Ilot noss with hi<; fate . I h: 

thought perhnps he e("lull! find rest and security on n little farm" (/III 

14 ). SO("l1l l\crt MUIlTt}(' fmllld hill1!'clf sllecessful in f:ullling, li e 

luved Ihe land lil-t:: a liv ing being. "\:vcry st.' cll sprouting out of the 

ground seemed 10 rencw a promise of immunity to him" (P II 14). 

Bert Munroe workcu hard on the Unttle farm nl1(..1 relieved it of Ihe 

ellrse. People in the Pastures of Ilcavcn "watched the advent of the 

Munroe fnmily .... ;th a lillie nnimosilY" becnusc Iht:: y though t. 
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Thl' Balllc f;mn WaS h:llIlHed . '1 hey had 

;dwiI)s cClIl<;idercd it so. C'ven 1110<;c who 

laughed :It the Idea. Now a llIan C:lllle and 

prpved thelll wrunl;(.. More than Ilmi. he 

cha lll!cd Iht.: race uf the l:ouiliryside by 

rCnH)Vlllg the acclised farm ami 

s ubstituting a harmless and fertile brill. 

(1'11 14) 

Ben Munroe changes a superstitio us ly treated I:, rm tu n fertil e 

ilnd rroductive one. lie docs it "II by his labor nnd love for the Innd , 

Whcn r.B Allen asks his old qllestioll, 

We always h .. d a kind ur thought that 

the place wa ... cursed, Lots or l'tlnny 

thing.s have happened Ihere, Seen any 

ghusts yet'! Ucrt laughed. "If yon t"kc 

:Jwny all the r(IOU from .. place. thc rats 

wil l It: .. vc" he sa id " I took all the 

oldness and darkness from the place. 

That 's wh(1t ghosts live on" (1'/-1 15). 

rhe seco nd episode or 7 It" }'ct.I(W'(! " 01 1/('(11'('11 sll(lwS how 

rcoplc like lhe ytHl ng Mllstrovic and Bert Munroe made the area 

worthy ror hurmlll hnhilatioll . They arc the enrly se ttlers on whose 

luve and Inbm fur the land thei r dcscendclllS lived a life or e:lsc and 

comfort. So Bert 's daughter Mac Munroe decor .. les her mum wi th , 

phnlOgr~' rh $ or her friends in Monlery, 

and laid 0111 her rho1ograph .:I I bUill ulld 

hl'r locked diary 011 the lillie hedside 
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whk III !Ill: diary she cIIllcerded I'fllIll 

preying eyes a completely uninteresting 

rccurd t1r dances, of p'Hties. ('If rccipes 

ru r l:i111U) and mild prel"l'll'lICl' fur 

eCrlai nll(lYs. (fIl12) 

In her houdoir there was 

a French doli with dipped blonde Iwir with 

a clolh cigarelle dil ll gl illg fmlll languid 

li ps. Mal' cO llsillcrcll Ih ,ll thi s do ll proved 

her openness of mind, her toler<lnce ur 

Ih ings she did not quite approve. Mm: lwd 

very little I.:oru.:cplioll of ideas except that 

in S()IlU: IlWIIllcr they guverned the ki nd of 

kisses one received whi le driving hUlllc 

from d:IIlCl'!oi . (/'1112 ) 

Ikn Munroe's Stl ll J imm ie Munroc. just oul () f hi gh school IS 

"ellormously cynica ' " 

In Ih t' presence or his p"renls . .Iimmi c·s 

m<ln ner w:ts sullcn nlld secretive. li e 

kne\\' hl' could Iwt trust Ihem w it h his 

kn{IWledge of' the \\'or ill. for they would 

nut ulllkrstnnd. I"he) hdnngcd tn n 

gCllcrntion wh ich h ill! flU knowledge ur 
sin ur hefHi~lI\ . (1'/1 12) 

J immie \hmHle IS highly imagin<l tivc. lie imngi nes 

disl.:ovrr1llg. scientilic m:tchines: "hc drcill1lcd or shullin g himscl r lip 
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in :1 ccll like work !'ohllp. <lnd "ncr yca r'1i (l r ligon)' ami ridicule, of 

ClTl cqPl1 g with ull :'111 plarH: ru:"r in design :tnt! dCV;lslating in speed" 

(1'/1 121 . 

I he chi ldren rnal.. e the ir own world of illlcrginntinn, discovery 

"nd mementocs. they do it at the cost (If their r"the(s labor in the 

land. rhe dCSl'(.'IH.ialltS o r Her! Mun roc li ve on til eir rat he r 's 

,ll: hic\ CIllClll. With .111 lireir achicvclllerlls and "fnuencc the 

Munroe ( I r .. rnil y rema ins (,unfined with in themse lves: the fa ther 

con lined in the farm . the child ren in tlu:ir imnginativc l1amboyance. 

riley <Ire <t li cnatcd. they have n (l personal (:\lntac1s. They can hardly 

make <III)' COIHlectioll with the sm:ie ty tlll.:Y ,li e in. Warrl.!l1 French 

estimates Ihis social detachmt'1l1 or Ihe MUIHocs; 

Steinheck's atlittluc however IS that the 

curse is no manifestation of sllpcrnOllurill 

lIIalice, hut the Munroe 's own lack of 

fee ling for the procco;s o f lifc. They nrc a 

banerul inOllcncc bcca1l5c tht'y nrc so 

ent irely "ttuned tu nchieving. firlilncinl 

slIccess alld es tHhlishing stnlus {IHU th"l 

they hnvc <Illy sensiti vity 10 the rh ythms 

of lire ;Ind 10 the feelings of other peoplt'. 

(Ed. W<lrrcn French, II/I/(' ,.;n l/l If'illll{'r.1 

/If No/wll'r;:!' . 203) 

In the third episode Edwnrd Wicks dre .. ms orheing a ve ry rich 

miln with a thick ban k hnl;lnce. lie makes hi s own \ .... orld of dream 

and kl'cps l'very~lII r ur his 1~lmil) ill dark ah(lut his dn.!<J. ms, even his 

wife Kiltherinc. Ostensibly I.u\\ard Wids IlHlkcs <Ill impermeable 

74 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



harricr ilnllll1U hi~ pcrslll1;dily hllill on hi" imagi llL'd hill1!.. balance. lIi s 

Iil:liliou" ... dl -c\1I1CL'pl mn"e~ him hnrsh :Ind c(lld 10 his wifc 

Katherinc. NOlhing 1l10le Ihan IIHmcy is or allY impurtance It) Edwmd 

Wicks_ Su Ill: is indiffercllt 10 his wife. ht" dnc" IInl treat her with nlly 

human snfl llcss ami warmth ur henri I ll' tr";lIS hcr \\·ill1 ., cold 

Icluclancc Ih;!t is "neil her tcnder nor crucl" : 

lie gnverned \\1111 Ihe sa me gentle 

innexib ilit y he used 011 horses. CruellY 

would havc !>CCI1H,'U In him as fool ish liS 

indulgcllcL' . Il l' never tnl!..cLi In her liS to 

Inunan, ne ve r spn!..c nf his hopes rllld 

thoughts or failures of his paper we<llth 

nor of the pctleh crop. (I1l/ 15) 

Eth~nrd Wick s maintains iI flc titiolls ledger. always calcula ting 

and :ulcling intcrcsts to his imaginary uccounl 1 hi s is due 10 his 

11l:lief that fluilley hrings sucial dignity (llld respectful e~timation in 

the puhlic c)e. Edwnrd Wicks thinks no other human quality is of so 

Il lUch importance fnr puhlie es teclll <IS possessi ng money is: 

His ~rcatc st plc-nsmc caille or hl: in g 

cOl1sidered a wealthy l11al1 . Indeed. he 

enjoyed it SII l1Iuch Ilmt the ~,ca1th it ~c lr 

beCi'II11C renl w him. Selling his imaginary 

rmtune <II lifty Ihnus<lnd dollars, he kepi 

a ledger in which hc calculated hi s 

int('rc ~t and entl,.'red records of his va rioll s 

ill\Cstlllcnts. I'hese manipu lalitllls wcre 

the lirstjoy (1fhi~ life , (PIl16) 

75 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



Fd\\ ;ud Wids dll';I1n is shnkc l1 \\hl'n he allell1pt s 10 murder 

Jimm y MIIIHm.' 01] !he rake suspic iull !llU! Jimlllil.' Munroe is in love 

with Ali!.:c .) he Deruty Sherif!" a ... ks him ror a len thousand dollar 

hOIll!. Wicks' dream is ~lliI kell , his fal-.e "tlcin l sin Ius i!'i Ius! hccnusc 

the " tnUh \Va!'i that he bml ncver had Illore Ihan ll\,e hundred dolla rs 

at O ll~ lilll~ 111 his lil"e" (I'll 15). Wicks gl'b l'omf'orl rrum hi !'i wire 

whom he hild disrcgardl!'d S (I long on the v,wil y o f his ri ches and 

soc ;,, ) pos itio n. li e c(lIlridcs III Kather ine : 

" I havell ' t llll )" 111(1I1l'y" hi s I1lLlIl strous voice s<l id , "They look me and 

asked for a tell thousand dollar bund. I had to telilhe Judge all heard. 

'I hey all kncw-I haven't an)' muney. I never had tillY, Do you 

lIlIdclslalllJ thaI ledger W'IS nul hi ng but a lie. Every bit of it wns lies. I 

made it lip al l. Now every bod) knows. I had HI tell Ihe Judge" {PH 

nJ. 

Kather ine ' s attitude ttl Wicks changes : 

As Katherine stood in the doorwa y, a 

feeling she Imt! nevCr c:-.pericnced crcpl 

int o her. She did ;J Ihing she had never 

cuntclllplaled in her life. A warm gen iu" 

moved in her. Kntherinc sal duwn Oil thc 

edge of Ihe hed il nd \\ilh a su re hand, 

tuuk Wicks' head Ull her lap. Th is was 

inSlinc t, and the same sure instinct scI her 

hands to !' trnking Wicks' I"orehead . II is 
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hud} 'iL'L:rlIed htlllL'less \\ilh tld"c"t (/'1/ 

27) 

Katherine hC:1rs Wicks' frll SIr<Hnl lone ami comforts him. 

"Katherine stroked his head gCIlII)' and the gre .. l gen ius cnn tinucd tn 

grt)w in her She 1'L'l1 larger Ih .. n the wllrid . I hL: \\ hole wmld lay in 

her !:Ip and she comfortctl it. pity seemed Itl make her hu ge in sl:llurc. 

Iler soothing hn::l sts yea rncd to thc wUe' or the \\orld" (/' 11 28). 

Kathe rine is tolerant, sympalhetic :lnd full of IHlhlc qualities ; she has 

a heart ful l uf' tenderness and human va l u~s . Edwju·li Wick s, hav ing 

lost hi s r."h' wealth anti dignity, 111lderstllllds Ihal hasic human 

qu .. lities afC .. hove all worldly \\!eallh and slalUS. So Katherine 

becullles the.' Insl inspiring :11ld consoling rc'Oor! tu Wick s. who had 

ignored her and Ire.'alcd her coldly so long. 

Suddcnly thc genius in Katherine becamc 

power am.l the po'\ocr gushed in her hody 

,lIld I~lllm\'ed her In n moment she km:w 

what ~hL' \\:.15 and what she could do. Shc 

was cxultatllly happy and .... er) bcaulif'ul 

")'uu"\'C had 110 chance" she said soft ly 

"illl of ),our lift:: you'\' e hccll in Ihis filrm, 

this old fJl'm Jilt! [hcrc's 110 chanc!: for 

you. Ilow do YUII know ),(111 L:n n't 1ll,Ike 

money'! I lhillh. you L:an, r know YOII call." 

(f'1I1R) 

In the sixth episudc .Juni us !\'I ~llahy is n philosopher. lIi~ 

philusophiL'nl qllesl IC:lds him to I(lok carelessly nt world ly lifc. He 

thinks of lire of wenlth nnd nffhK'llce quitL' lI se less. Ste inbeck does 
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1101 glorify nnhlCIICC and w1.'nlth . Rnlhcr hl' shows pcople unhappy 

alHJ Itltlely with th1.'ir \\eallh and p()\\l'r; as lIenry Morgan in CIII' of 

(io/d Juni us Ma llahy also hilvi ng Illarried Mrs. Quaker hecamc the 

O"lIl'r (If a milch htlUSC rind lIlany :Icrcs (I f land Like other worldly

wise people he could make thc milch alld land hc wenhhicr bUI Junius 

M~ltah)' bothered less about Ihe ranch lind the land. With his (ierman 

servan t he di sc li sses "Things \\hil:h in terested and puzzled them: how 

color COllIes W hillges. whel her there is symbo logy in nature, how the 

Inc<15 in tcrrcu their Jcad" (I'll 5 1). 

Apparen tl y Jun ius tvl ahahy"s "lire was 11111'1.:;11 ;IS romantic and 

ns lltl important as his thinking." (PI1 50). But Mallaby achltlil y tries to 

taste jlo\crty mainlllining a t.:OllSCiOllS IIldil"k-n:nce tu wea lth Junius 

MaltaDY lives a life ; 

Ilcre in the fertile va lley he lived in 

fear ful poverty. While nt her ftlmilies 

built thei r sma ll fortune s. hought Fords 

and radios and pu t in electricity ... he 

wns not a bit \IS harned of his poverty no r 

or hi , fOgS. (I'll 5)) 

Junius Mnltahy's son Rubbie- lc:lrns from his fa ther, " it WtlS 

unmanly to ,VCiH guml cloths" U'II 57). Malt~h)' cares more "bOll t 

distant things nnd hig things. "It is slr;lngc th ing thi!> "know led~e ". it 

is nothing hut tin ;l\\arCIlCSs of details .. , here Clre long visioncd Illind s 

and short visiuned . i"w never heen ah le to sec th ings Ihn( Me close 10 

mc" (1'1151) . Maltaby theOrizes Ihat big things arc good : 

It scems to me thO I a good thing m a 

]..ind thing must he nr) I:lrgc t(1 
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su rvive . Little gtHH.1 things arc always 

destroyed hy evi l Iiule things I{arely 

i'l tiling poi sollous Ill' trcm:I,,:rulis . Fur 

this rcnStlll in hUIll<l1l thinking higncs<; 

is an attribute 01 goud and littlcllcs" of 

ev il (1'1152). 

hOlll his tlHHlght un life illlU L"arth Junius Mnltflhy form s the 

con viction thn t ·'wLI ter is th t.: seed or life . or th~ three clemcnt s wa tcr 

is thl! srerm, c<1rlh is the womb and sunshine the mould o f growth" 

(I' ll 53), Malt.tby is a natural philosopher: he likes to see amI feel 

thi ngs in nnture in thei r Llchlal [tJrlll so "he had storred we,lring shoes 

because he liked the recling ("Ir the warm earth 011 his fect , and 

because he had no shoes" (1'11 51). 

Mnltaby' s soeinl philosuphy considers the atroci ties to the red 

Indi ans hy the whitt· scllicrs as unjust. inhuman and hnllnl. so he 

arrnngcs n I1wck trial wilh his servnnt Sultz ~nd his SO il Robbie. In 

the mod trial he punishes the PrcsidclI[ of Ihe Uniteu States: 

[n the cenler Ill' Ihe )'::ml ;1 Slllllt post 

W,IS set lip , and lO it an old and ragged 

rll[lll was bound with lllallY lengt hs of' 

rope. Another lIlarl y()ungcr and 

!' Illa ll cr hut eHn lllore rn~ged piled 

brush abnut the reet uj' the Cllp li vc. 

({,II 55) 

Malt3hy 1If1rr3tcs thc mock l!'ial t() Mully Morgan, the se houl 

tcacher \\'ho comes Itl visit him. " I all1 Junius Maltahy nnd thi s gentle 

m.m 011 ordinary uays is .I :lkoh StIlt/., Today though he is I'resident or 
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the: llniled Stille..- heing. burlled hy Ihe Indialls" (I'115R) . Maltahy say::: 

In Molly i\,lorgan. "I'm IIP[ 1\·lr . Maltnhy, I nm three IHlIldred Indians." 

Jun ius then sets fire [(l [he hru:::h. FilliJlly ill the mock Iriul the 

President is resl'ued, "As tbe boys slood 11 1 saiLl tc, the President 

llIarl'lu.!d duwll the line and to el1eh overal l hi h pinned a leaden slug 

011 which Ihe word [IU{O was deeply sc n.llchcd . The g~lIne was over" 

(jill 59). ! hi ::: mod Iri.,] in the ftlrlll of a gillllC shows Milltahy'::: 

soda! belief and hi::: ~yl1lpathy 10 the Indians and indignation 10 so 

ca ll ed heroism . Stei nbeck's soci,,1 protest is embodi ed hy Mn ltaby, 

SUl l l and i{ohhie. 

Ma llnby, howe ver docs nut conti nue long his sclf-\Ni llcd 

acceptance of poverty. lie finds poverty as sOllle thing shamcfld when 

thc whole society uf Pnstllres of Ileaven begin to Scorn Maltaby for 

his callousncss <lilt! indifference. Finally, Mallahy goes \0 

SanFrallsiscll to fi nd ~ joh. saying, "at IC<lst [ w~s an nCC()\Jl1tant 

twenty years :1g0. J'm ~tJing to try 1(1 ge t a job." M,l)tnhy e:1n llot bear 

poverty, li e rinds the sevcrit ), of povcrt), unjusl to an inLiividual. lie 

had once tnllghl his son "it \\as unmanly to wear good c.:Iuths" (PII 

57). Nuw Mn ltab) LllHkrstands he was wrong: " I wns doing an injury 

to the boy here. I hadn't thought ah(.lu t it. I ." uppose, I should have 

thought "bout it You (an see Ih<1t he should 11111 be nroughl lip in 

pnverty" (I'll Cd). 

The fourth episode is nbOlI! a deformcd boy, Tuleracito whom 

Franklin Gomez find s un Ihe \Vilys ide, Frnllklin Gome7. takes him 

home and hrings him up like his OWI1 SOil. Tulcf<lcito is a deformed 

crea tu re with "~hort chuhby ;'Inns. ;'Ind long loosc jointed legs, large 

head SCI withulIl illlcrvr!! of lll'\:k oetwccn deformcdly broad 

shoulders" (fll 29). Frnnklill GOl11ez tries to hring him lip with 
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sympathy ~lIld lov ... •. Tlller'leill) ha~ II wUl llkrful girtctJ IHInd of 

dl':t\\ing: he can draw :tnimal~ In thc mrnull' dl!lail~ and call carve on 

SilIHlslOlll' . 

Ilis slr:lJ1 g.e .lJ1 d obsl'urt.' gifts :-oct him 

:\purl from other children and Illilde men 

and WOI11C I1 uncasy. Only one thing coultJ 

provoke .mgcr in 1"1Ilcracito. If any 

person m:tn , women or chilli hllnJled 

ca rclessly or hrnkt: nile of Ihc products of 

his hands. he hcc<lmc rminus. (I'll 30) 

TlI lcmcilo is sen t to school al [he :-. gc (If t.>levcll. 011 his lirst dllY at 

the sclwo l hc draws pictures of animals 011 the bl(lckbonrd nice ly. 

Mi ss Marl in. the school teill'her, encourages him for hi s talent but 

when she wipes the drawing on the black board Tulcradto becomes 

furious : 

Miss Martin aided by lhc whole school 

cou ld nul hold him down, r(lf the l'nragcd 

'I uleracito had the strength Il l' a man and 

n iliad Illan. The cnsuing hallie wredeLi 

the ~ch()olroom, tipped over the desks. 

spilled rivers or inl.;, hurled /'Illuque ts of 

teacher's flowers ;!huut till: roum , Miss 

Martin's dutllt:s \,"ere IIlrn In streamers, 

lind the big hoys. 0 11 whum the burden or 

hi\ttle fe ll . were hruiscd and hnttcred, 

I'ulerncito roug.ht wit h hands i\!HI he"d_ 
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III.' ndrniucd 110 hnllollr<lhlc rules ami in 

the L'lItJ lit: '\()Il . (/'1111) 

f O I" Ihis ul'J'clitc at sr.:huol. Mi!i~ Murtin a~ks Franklin (iollleJ'. 

to benl Tlllt:racilo . Franklin (;0 1111.'7.. benls him seven:ly bu t is 

sympnlhcti r.: HI Tulenlcitu. lie says: 

"Miss Marlin you say he is nil nllil1lnl. hut 

surely he is n g(lod aninlill. You told him 

In make pictures nnd Ihen YOli destroyed 

his pictures. l ulcT'ltito docs 110t like 

Ihis·· ... " No Miss M"rtbt he :;hould he 

nlluwcd to g() rree . lie is not J,lIlgcruus 

No Olle tnn m(l ke " gnrden ns he CLlIl . No 

(ltlC milk S(l s\\iltl~ nur so gentl) . lie IS (l 

good huy . l ie C'1I1 hre~lk Ll mad horse 

withollt riding it: he e.:lln train n dng 

without whipping it. hll t the In\\' snys he 

must .. it ill tla' rirst glndt· reJll'alil1~ 'T·"· 

T. tnt" fo r SCVCIl ye<lrs. if he.: hall heen 

dangero lls he tou ld hnve ensi !y ki lled 

IllC. " (1'1-/ 12) 

:\'Iiss M'lrt in res igns hl.'f j()h Ic.:lill!:t lliat she Cnlll10t treat the 

boy psycho\ogicn!ly and sYll1pathetiL'tl ll y. Anllther Icnt hcr Miss 

Morgan tries some relllniia l and Jl<;ychologictll tn::;.\ll1lents on 

r uleraei to. She slIceeeds r~lI'litllly. bllt finally 1 \ltemeilo is sent to the 

asylullI. rvl iss Murgan tcaches Tulcrnciw thilt he WClS a descendent of 

the glHlsts nnd gnnlllc!i whll li\e in the deep ground . Tuleraeilo d igs a 

t!el'p hole to talk 10 his rclnlives . Bert Munroe ill his morni ng walk 
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find s the hole and push\..·s ,-'; (lI11C dirt to dose il Tu lCl'rll:ito hee()lllcs 

furious <lnt! hClll s Hcrt r-vlunHlc wilh hi s slwvcl severely; thc Sheriff 

sends Tuiclncilo til the as) ill Ill . 

Tulcr:'H:itu might h;I\'c shU\\u !;nllll.' 01 the l''(cl.'llcncc of his 

Inlelll in pnillling if he hat! heen trented s} llIpnlhctil:i1l1y Stcin beck 

hcco lll cs vCI'y sympilthctic fur thc boy' s t;lielll, as he is sympathetic to 

John)' Beflr and blilld Tom in The 1. 1111): I'ol/e)' fur their qu rtlitic!; of 

imit<lling voices and playing pimw. 

llilda in thc firth episode is a schiwphrcnic patient. Ililda· s 

mUlher Ilclen wi th all her devotion <llld sympnthy C[lllliot prevent 

Il ild.. from committing suicidt.:. Tulcfflcito al1J IlilJa draw 

SteinhcL·k's allellti un and curiusil), . Uuth as nn ohservcr of abnormal 

psychology nnd sympathizer, Steinhcck le lt for thcm. lul l'rilcito and 

lIilJa in Til" J)tI.\'ur(! .~ Of !-Iei/WII and blind TOI11, Johny Bcur in Til,> 

LOll)! ""J/I!), nrc thc hamliL'appcd people for whum Steinbeck had 

deep luve :m(\ sympnthy. I it: kit tlwt they l:(lul d he remedied wi th 

more of sympathy. E<luillly he \\·"s cur iuus ;limllt theil' lalcnt, ahoul 

thci l' brain formatioll . Drawing pidul"cs. playing piant), imilnl ing 

vuices nccuTrltcly, Steinheck thought . wcrc work s of" grent t[ll ent. lie 

wondered how 11;111' willnl. deformed crcnlurL's could perform 

cxcrllcllll y and b\..' pl"llfOlltldly kit lor thcllI . 

In the seventh cpi~{lde the Lopez !;i sters dream of living a 

s imple. Imllcst lifc hut thc) cannot bring their dlCiUll to reality . The 

1.(lpe7 !mtcrs upen a rcstau ra lll (, I' Sp~lIli s h di sht:s especially 

cllch iladus hut (heir hu .. incss docs not Ilouri sh Rusa s tarts sleeping 

with Ihe customers , Shc says: "Tuday I gnvc mysdf to n clistomcr ... 

That day marked the turn ing point or .,ffnirs or the J., I pez sisters, It is 
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tnl(' thaI bIiSi ll C'~s did not I1ntll'bh hut rlom then Oil they sold enough 

of their Spani sh cooking, to keep rond in the kih.' Ill'1l nnd hright dress 

on their broad bock " (I'll ()5). 

I he I.t )PCl sistcrs tire u$lmll) piotls and su they pl'ny and ask 

M,l ry why the )' have suffered. 

Maria sOlid to the pon;cl<tin Mary " J hOlve 

plOln'd c:lndles," she cried. ' ·1 have: ]1l1t 

Iltl\vers every day, Iwly mother. v .. ·ha t is the 

I1IOlticr \vith us? Why do )'011 leI this 

happen?" (/'ll (5) . 

The Lupez siste rs desire 10 livr: li ke devoted C hristians. They 

ut) penance ro r their sins. 

·rhey remained pe rsisten tl y religious. 

When either of them Iwu sinned she wcnl 

directly to the little vlrglll now, 

convenienlly pl aced in the hall. SillS 

were allowed to pile: lip . They conressed 

cadi (1l1t as tht,) \\l're q llllmittetl . Under 

the virg in there WitS a fH.lli shcd place in 

the 1100r where Ihey had knelt in their 

ni ghtd ress . (PI! (5). 

I hey tlu 110t like the life thcy arc hound tu Ii,,!::, . Their physica l 

illll110ralily could IllH touch thei r psyc hic clarity as thL'y dirrerentiated 

them like Coer LIe Gris' mother in TIlt' CIII' t~f(j(JId. It is the system 

t1l a sudety. Stei nbeck ~ li owed. llint lines not Olsstlrc {l hC<l lthy 
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!'llrvivn l of ils IIlcm hcrs CVCIl <IS ,HI institutioll a till rillln l" ns hnhits. do 

1101 .. ssu rc lllurnJ ity while one's physic .. 1 I:ntity is nl "lake. 

Tile Lupel sisters ilrc hOliest alill Icl igiutl!'. hut :"(I(: i;:11 jus tice 

dnes 110t trent Ihem s),mpillhelica lly The shC'riff tied ares them 

outcasls 011 the charge of immorality r he she rifI' docs nol IIHlu lre 

into the reason Ih .. 1 nwde the Lopez sisters illllllornl. l ie simply 

dcdare" thclll Stll' ial otl\t'aSlS, No\\ the Lope l Si~HCI'S hcctll11c open ly 

im tllo l"ll l. Rus" tells Maria Iha t she \v ill !!oO tu San h am:isco and be a 

bJd W() !l1 .. n fur lIlolley. 

"\I\aria. J \.\·ill go to Solll Fr;lllcisco ;lIlJ be a 

hml wUlllan," Iler Ilt: .. d dmPPl'd low ovt:r 

her rat hands. "For mOlley?'" She 

whispe red in horror. "Yes" cried Ros .. 

hiltC'rly "Fm nlllllcy for n grc<lt den l or 

1l1UI1Cy".. " J{osa, \.\ i II go lu San 

Franc isco with yOll, I too will be n had 

\"nmnn- " Then tilt: reservc of I{osa bruke. 

She sloutl up and opcned he r huge 

embrace. And fur a long lime the Lupei' 

sistL"rs cricd hyslc rit:il!iy in each uther's 

arills. (1'1 J 71 ) 

The soc i>!! "yslem fails In keep I1wrnlily inlacl hdorc povcrty . 

Steinbeck's Mlci(11 pruleS\ is em bodied sympathetically ill Ihe Lo pez 

sisters 

Mo ll y Morgan ill the ci~h lh t:pisode hctl rs lIHln)' stories nt)() UI 

Jdvcnlurcs ami heroism frum her father. Molly forlll s roman tic ideas 

or ndvclllU rc and heroism. She wants lO reach her dreams th rough 
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adn' llIure. 111 Ihl' P;lSIllI'CS llf lu.:an'!l Bill Shll\\S hc.:1 Ihal advenlure 

il nd hcrui "l11 ;tfl' 1l0!l!illl! Iu be eulng.ized or (11 be proud of. When in 

the l'a ,\lul"es o r I kavcn in Ihe VOl!'qllC/. l:ilhin Mull y rec ls. "no I'm 

right in the IIIldst or an adventure ill Vasqllel. cahin" Mo lly out uf her 

drealll thought ViI!<.lJUC;I, iI gre.ll .uJvellturcr hu! Ilill bri ngs her uut u j' 

her tranl·C . 

Every h()d~ think s Vasq uez was II kind u r 'l hero, When reall y 

he W~IS .ill s ! a thier. l ie slnrlcd in stealing shc (' p I1IllI horses and 

i..'ndi..'d in I"\lhbing. sl;lges. li e had III kill a few peopl e to do iL It 

'icelllS \(\ Ill!: Molly, W'c uug hl I I I lead! people 10 h,II C I'o hbers, 

lIul 'Hlrshi " thel1) (I' ll Sil . 

Molly SO(lll he-collles disillusiolled and reel s that s h ~ has fOli lcd 

III hccmning an <lclvcnturcr like her falhel ur a hem like Vilsq~le7., 

"S lI l' hunl'd IIt' r Ill'ad in Iht' pilltl\\ "It', cr:\/)" She sa id In herself. 

"The!"e isn' t a clwl1g.t' in thl' world. 1'111 J"orgetlillg nil "hollt it ri ght 

now" Bllt she found to hef disll1ny tha t she was cfying" ( !III H2) . 

John While,idc in 111(' elevelllh episode i~ drawn nil allllvst the 

~,nl1C lile as Ihal of SI<..,illbeck himsl'l f .hlllll Whiteside's fatiler 

Richard Whitcsiue is {llll: \1 1" the cnrly setlJc r~, in Salinn~ Val ley, Like 

the ot her cady set llel's. Riclwru Whites ide nl!'iO earnestly desires thc 

ferti lity, productivity of the land and gcncrati{)l1 huilding. Richa rd 

\\'hit l'si de says to Alicia, "Mnke John rea lise thai hl: III li st keep us 

g.oi ng. [ wallt 1~1 su rv iw in Ihe gel1cfOltinIL .... I've scen thc flilme. 

I here will be su lIliiny chi ldren. I I1I1l (';Ol1tl' lIl Alit:ia" (I'll 11 5), 

I ike Ju.<'ieph Wa) 11(.' ill lOll (;011 (.II/kill/II 11. Richard Whitcside 

nlso represent the cady settlers in SalinCls Valley as well as in the 

United Sales. Steinbeck"s social cOllscio tl sness C()I1~ trlleu the- social 
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develupment in [he li ~h t of tile fnrll1<1liv(' periods or American society 

<lntl L'u llurc , .Iohll Whitl' sidl" s J'1';1ding rcsclIlhlc:s IIwt of SI<: inhcck 

hi III sci r. 

Jo hll Whi teside alwJYs rClllelllhcn:d 

how hi s father read to him the three 

grea t au thors. Il erudollls. 'I hucydides. 

X(,lItlph~)]\ ,.. "All hi swry IS here." 

Richard s;l id "Everything mankind is 

capahle {1r. is recorded in these three 

hooks, I he I(we allli ehil'ancry. the stupi d 

di shones ty the short sighlcdllcss ano 

hmvcry. Ilobifil), lInd s.ldnL'SS or the race, 

YOll Ill ay judge the future by these books . 

.Itlhn , fur Il oth ing can haprell \\ IHCh has 

110t happened I1I1lI hcen reccmlcd ill these 

bouks, Compared to tlli s the bible is a 

very incomplete reeord of 1111 (l hscu rc 

penpil' ," (!'II II :') 

Like Steinheck himself. John Whiteside has a middle plls itiu ll 

ct'llcerning pnlitks: 

I Ill' s(lci;t1 and polilic:1l stnll' lurc of ,he 

who le vnlley WI1 S huill 011 thi s porch, .. 

John luoked at life abll ul hilll wit h <I kind 

or amused irony ami due to his out look . 

Ihere ccast'd 10 t' , ... iS I it l the vn1le)' any or 

the rcrtlcilHls polilics <lilt! violen t 
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rcllgitlllS ('piniUIlS whir.:1i lI~uall) plli'lIll 

rt lr;1l di~ t rir.:t" (PIII17) 

) lIh n Wh ites ide SUlIlS li p lire : "Must livc.., cx tt'lHI in II curve, 

l hL'le IS ,I ri sl' or amhi t ion. a r(l und pl'ak of lll altJr it y. n gentle 

thl\\ ered slope o f disill usin ll and !:lSI :I /la llcncd grade \11" wn il ing rur 

de,ll h:' (/11/ l' 8), Iroll ienlly Ih is be(oll1 cs the narrcll ion of 

Steill bct'k·s {l WI I li!'t:, I hrough Juhn Whitcside SIL' inhcc J... coultl 

/()I'csee the end 0 1" hi s own li re: John Whitesid e represents St einbeck 

in the lll ir.:fOCUS Ill 

I ilL' P:lsturcs or Ile:lvcl1 is the microcosm wherc t.1 i Ifcrl'nl 

pellplc assemble: Ihe slispiciuliS rather Edwilnl Wil:ks. the lovi ng 

mOlher. the l"~l1 i t..: 'wn J illllnic ~4 l1 l1 r(lc, the drefllll il untel! dnugh ter 

\1011 ), MIlrg31l , the moron l u1crncilo, lhe abnormal child Il ilda, the 

ph ilusopher r<ll hcr Junius t'\'1altahy "who had rend wh ile his child rcn 

died," r hey arc :lpp;ucnt ly different . hut ilre united i ll thcir st ruggle 

ttl ex ist. HUIll"n be ings 011 carlh h:-.vc the same WHty. the same life 

pl'm:css o r st l llHgle. inli iflercllcc. stl pprc!'is ioll, Illve. IHlIn.:d and 

~u rv ivaI. TI/e l'o.\'III/'es Or Heave l1 i ~ a III i CJ'm;US lll (l r I he Wllll i c \Vo rl d, 

The: dilTl'fcl'lt cpisodes of Tit,· " CI,I}ure,1 II/ llee/ I'c'lI reveal 

Stl';nhcd,', "'(It:i~lI pnllest and n~H1-I;l)Il\Cllli\11l:11 philosophical ideas 

Suci"l position tlmHigh IlltHlI~y ,lIld pussl!ssion is shown as rake 

IhrulIgh Euwnrd Wicks i ll the Ihird episode. Jun ius Multah) in lhc 

six th episode is tO I.II I), indiffcrl'Il 1 to possessiHn. or cuursc, hOlh 

Wicks nnd M"ltnby in the long r UIl chnngc thei r \ icws. sig ni fy ing that 

Ihis ~o rt or change is cummUll in human nnlll ie. no prese t norm , an 

di ctotc thc 011 going. process uf human li fe, The Lopcz sis tcrs' dream 

uf' living il l\urlll:l l l ife I S Iwt assured hy the socia l sys lellJ , Socinl 
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cli tes dn nul try to unJ(.'rst:lIld thl'lI1 sympallu:tkally, I llt'Y du nol 

think of the ~yst(, 111 111:11 llI.:lkes the I.nrC! siste rs "hilt! g.irls" The 

I (lp~Z sisters try to milke private moral laws In live il norLllal life hut 

they I:,il heftlfc the stH:ial sys tem . As ]l;ut III" Slcinhel"k's nun· 

l:ollH'lllitllWI philo\nphy. the J.npcl ..;isll'rs hm'l' a dtlilllllor l I I codc, U 

privilll: l11mill code, 

III T"t, /'".\"tIm'!,\ oj J/em'c'lI Ihe twelve episodes me plilnned \(1 

~ho\\ the twelve fa("l'ls Il r Ihe ":l111C Iifl' prm:css; varyi ng in dcg.recs, 

the c p isodl'~ signi fic"n tl y portray Steil1heck's slll:ia l and 

phi lClsuphicnl <lHiludc Iksni te the v" l'i al ioll in soc ia l position alld 

philllsoph ical vicw of the charac ters, the cpisodcs invn ri llhly show 

the unity of lifc in divc l'sily. They shuw Stein heck's convic tions: the 

futility nl" l1I"I1'S extreme acquisitivc tcmlt-ncy, Ihe rUlility {If ext remc 

indilTcrencc 10 hasic lIecds of life indica ting mcdiocrity of COIllI1l(l Il 

man' s lifc as Ihe hest slate Ill" lire. 

"iiI A God lI"k"ou'" ( 1934) 

To A (Iud (fnklwlI 'l1 i~ a philos{lpilicnl IltlVl·l l:ontaining 

SIC"inheck 's ~eilrt.: h for ;l (Iod whn i~ IInknO\'vn, through the 

protag.onist, J(lseph W<.Iym' . .il1serh W<lync is the centra l chnr!leter. in 

an a lmost primitivc setting. Til A (;od lfnkllllll'l1 i~ <I modern man's 

"Illhropoiogic<ll scill'cl! for Ihe migin til" religioll and the l:(lncept Ill' 

(ioi.l . In his sl:;uch Joseph tries bOlh mpaic and Jlr:1gmatic ways, 

fillilll)" Il1Iif}ing thelll ill 1:lIlersoni"1Jl transcclHknlnlisllI. 11owevcr, 

Joseph Ignures the qualil.:ltivc differenccs of mysticism, 

trallsI.:enJcnialis1ll ilnd pragmatism, some identical clements may be 

trOll:cd bclween mysti ci sm "lid transcendenta lism hut pragm4ltislll is 

quill' dilTl'rCIl1. .Iusl'ph willrully ignores Ihe dilTc:rl'llces and uniles 
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thcl11 in <l C(lm r! ele pcrson;d phill)sophy and glori lics hi s philllso pb y 

by self-s;Jcril ice <IS the snv;or of nature and man I he whole novel is 

dia lectically .~ Irul'turcd , shm .... in l! herelit' views (Joseph, RUI1li.l ,mJ Ihe 

old m;lIl ) iI~ antit hesis to conventional religion (l3urton, f<lthe r 

Angcio). Between the thesis and the antithe~i~ come the hedoni st 

Uenjy <lnd the skt:: plic Elizahclh. riml ll )' the novd estahlishes the 

sel f-sacri fice III' .Ios<'ph snd hi s IlI.!l'clic vicv'!s. 

/'0 A (;od Ullklll1l1'l1 is the Cpi t0111C of Steinheck's 

<l!11hwrnlogi ca l study <lJld philosophical quest. Steinheck's belief 

ahotlt mall' s feloti on to n;l(me and his cOllcept o f' God have been 

concreli/.l' d in tllt' IH.H'c l. .ll1SCph Wayne. the p n1lilgt1tl is l , is foremost 

rt l1HlllgSt S tcinbed's thinking chll racte rs . .luseph's f<llher tells his 

~wn. "therc's ~() 111 c t hin g more stnlll g. in yo u than yH lIl' hrulhers .... 

mort! sure illHI inward" (TGll Xl. lnd cl' d Joseph is the mllst illw;]fd of 

Steinhcd's thinking char;,\ctcrs, He :11 50 Iwppens to he the 

cmbodiment ur Steinhec l-.. 's anthropulug ical stud y. Ste inbcck was 

inf1uenccd by Sir James Frrtn'r's anthropo logical sCil rches says I'Cle r 

I.i sea: "S ir J;II11CS Fra7.c r' s The (iol<l('1/ ntlllK" ... ahso rhed Slcinheck 

as a co ll ege Sludent ror fertility ri tes anti myths. sacrifices, totems 

and s)mho ls" (Pet er LiSCH, .If/Jill Srl!llIhlxk ,'VOIIIl''' und A~v'" 41). Ftlf 

inst:mce, Joseph Wayne worship." trees, F'·:l7.C r describes ancient tree 

wprship: 

1\1 1 Jpi1shal:i lllc nld religiow:i r.:api la! 

ur Sweden. there WitS <l s'H.: rcd grove in 

which every tree was regarded (IS 

div ine. Thc heathen Slavs worshippcc.l 

Irl'C'> and gruvt,·s . {Fra /c r II OJ 
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FTllI.<':1' ucs<.:rihcs tbe .1!'sllc i:Lliol1 of htullilll fnll it ~ \\o, .lh lhat 

of n,l1\1rc '·Ruder r:1I.:es ill the other pa.ls of tin: wor ld ha ve 

t:tHl,\l·ioIlSlr l' lllpl (J) cd the intl'rcoufsc uf th\.' :\cxc, as :l I1lC:lIIS 10 

ensurc Ihe fruit fu lness or the eart h" (huer 116) Similarly, 

Steinheck ns~ocialed IWl11t11l sexual ity with the I"crtility uf man and 

Ilnture . Thus when Joseph Wayne imitates SC:'(II,L1 intercourse oy 
h .:nl ill ~ his Ihi):!,hs tHl tht: gHluud. ilL' "Cl'<; in thc <;ilholLCttcd pine Irce 

piercjl1g and withd r:lwin~ in the ri s in g. m OO Il , a symholic copulatiun, 

.I (lscph Wnynt! 's druidic pr<lctirc nwkcs him think "m)' fa ther is that 

Iree! 11 is s illy. hut 1 w;nH to helievc it" (1'GU 27). 

Josl'ph htls a 'hung"'r for land· flit" ferlilit) ;1I1U fruitfulnc ss. 

Mnrgnrct MlIrnty points (Jut tilat "the cllLlc.:ept tlf fatherhood and 

fatherlincss is clHl1pa r.lIi .... c1y modern .. . the hclLeI' in n /cllwlc dcity 

long preceded thnt of <l male dei ty" (ivlurr<1Y 4) . 

There W:lS a curiuus felllaleness ;'IOOlIl the 

inlerku.: ing boughs ;'1m! twi gs, Clbo lLt the 

long. green c,wcrn c.:ul hy thc river 

thrfl ugh the tr('('s and ais les and Hlwves 

sc.:c nH::d hi have mCil lling <1S ob,curc lind 

promising as thc sym hols uf an ilncient 

r.:li g.iu ll (TC;U 11 ). 

Ttl Joseph land ilnd fcrti lit y was the truest thi ng in Il:llurc. the 

product ion in land ,md human hreeuing. seem cd simi l" r to Joseph so 

he felt that " trees were hi s children il lH.I the land hI S c.: hild ... fo r a 

moment Ihe I:.Uld hild been his wife" (TGU 15). The land is like a 

womun \0 Juseph allll lhc Cr\lpS like his children. Juseph felt a un ion. 

II fili al unitln with the land. Joseph willfully suspends the modern 

91 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



l:(IlH.:ep t to l!orre lntc milll and naturc th.1I l:Ullsl it ulc the li fe cycle 

J() seph I'Cc:tpilll la tes hi!' knowledge fmlll his Illothcr "my mother said 

how the ea rth is nur mother. ;llld now cvel'y thing th;lt II vcs h:'l , IiI'\! 

I'rom the mother ,Jlld goes bild 10 tllother" rr(j(J 2K). 

Steinbeck shows through the soul and Ilversoul rel<ltion 

;ll1llirupolngicil ll y Ihat il is the I.'arlicsl S1<11t: 01' Innnl1J1 Cl1IICCpl Iiller 

Icnd ing to the fOJ'J1Hltiull oj' rel igi(ll1 ,1I1 d (iud . Joseph 1IlHJcrsl 'lIlds th is 

fur himself'. Rkh,mi ASlro right ly ana lyscs Joscph's ulldl'rsl:lllding uf 

IlilturC s"lying thill. 

Joseph is the only figure in th(' novel 

whosc understanding is limited neither 

hy !ntema l deficiencies (Benjy & 

Burlclll) 11111' by external rcslrllints 

(Burtnn & father Angelo) lie a lullc is 

ilhle to see the relation to 11 JClrgc 

picture, iI mOle deeply signilican t 

whole (A"troQlj 

Joseph is nol guided hy any pl'ewllccived idea IIIl mllurc and 

it s rehlliUll 10 1111111 . li e is a rree agent to interpret .. II for himselr: 

Astro !\U)'S. "u l1liJ...c his brothcl's who are ullnhle In tlndel'stand 

tranScl' IHk-nc(.'. Joseph brcah.s through the kntl\vlcdgc, acts til save Ihe 

Il;ltuml Nller" (Aslro 91}. Joseph's olher three hl'others intel'pret 

lHll\lre in three differcnt ways: rholll:ls is a primitivist. Burton, .1 

Christian and IJenjy, :l het.lnnist. Nnture as an nhjce l therefore has 

di ffcrcnt appf . .'i1r<lnCe to different suhjects dcpending oil the annl ),ticil l 

nhi lily {If the subjec ts. rol' inst.lllec·' hOlll3s 
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had n strung kinshir with all 1...111<1<; nf 

"rlImnls" IIHlI1l.ls liked :Ul ill1 ~d<; and 

undcrstOtlt! them wit h nu more feeling 

than they hnd ahout killing each 1l11u,.' r li e 

was too much (If <111 <ll1il1wl 10 he 

!ientilllcl1tal .. , 

but 

rhomas 

humans 

understuod 

ne ither 

understood nor trusted vcry IHw,:h , I Ie had 

li ll ie to sny tu nlf.:ll ~ he \vus pllnh:d and 

fr ightened hy such Ih ing!-o ilS lriH.JC, ;Jill.! 

parties, re li g.ion lind pol iti cs. (lUll 28-

29) 

3823Z!J 

ThUllHl!-o represe nts the pri ll1 itive man with nil r;ltit) na l fee lings . 

BUrlun ncccpts the tmditiunal inst itu tiona lizatIon or lifc rind nature, 

"OurtCln was whom naturc had constilUted a rdigi\HIS lifc , Il l' kept 

hi msl'lf frum l'\ iI in nearly all Iwman contact (Ha l 30). Bcnjy cares 

only ['or love .md mClry mnking, On ly Jnscph has the <lbil lly to IIsk 

the trndillOl1 nl l:OIH.'C'pts tlf lik nnd rwttJrc rind their intertwi ncd 

functio ning. Joseph cl;uilies his s tall', .. rhUIlIHS li nd Ourton arc 

allowed their likes il!1d dislikes, on ly I <rill Clit orr ilod ! c!ln hrlve no 

knmvlcdgL: u f guud or had . Even n PUI'(, trw: feeli ng is denied mc" 

(Hil' RIl ), JOSt'ph's intl!llcttu;ll advc nture k,tlds him to form <I 

PCl'souat philosophy. Ilc Ihjn~ s Ihllt Illnn's only \\Mship shou ld be 10 

keep fertil it y unhinde red. 

I\ lI lhings ::tbtHII him. the soil. the cnltlc <lnd 

fl~tlp l e were fer lile and J\1scph \\oilS the 

soureC', the root or Ihei r rcrtil ity ... li e wi lled 

lI lI things nhulit him mllst gro\\, g.r(l\v 
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quidl~ , conCC I\'l' and IllUltlpl ) . I he 

h(ll'cks~ "Ill was b' lrrenness. II ~ 11l 

inlulerahlc and unfnrgivable . (Hif/ 33) 

JOlieph Catl Iltink of harrcllIless a ct the 1\I11y .. in: Ihe \\iISlclillld 

IS II symhol of s in In Joseph .Iuscph lakes 111'(111 hilllsci r the 

responsihility to keep Ihe ferli lily ever l1uwin g. S(1 hl: says, " I WilIlt 

increase . I w,ml the land 10 swarm with life. everywhere I wallt 

things growing liP" rrGU 34}. In Jo~cph 's personal religion only 

hiHl'ellnCSS is :l s in whic h is dilTl'rcnl fnllll the Chris lian conce pt oj" 

sin . Joseph feci s "tht:: sullenness t) f the sentence" ill the t'hri sli;ln 

CUllccpt " You l11ust enllure" said Ihe C'hun:h : lind its Illusic waS a 

sunl ess prophecy" ('Hill 34). So the sermons. congregations. prayers 

e\efylhing ill it ,hUTch seem .... unless·· Itl Joseph . Jose ph docs nOI 

consider the importance o j" the Chllr(.;h as aD institution. On thl' day uf 

hi s m;.trriage wilh Eli7:thclh in the Church Joseph " unders why he 

should gel married in Ihi s W<ly : 

"Therc'$ fo ulness here," he though!. 

"Why Illlist we go thruugh Ihis tn li nd 

mnrriagc hac in the Church? I' \,e thought 

there lil Y il bCillll)' i r:l l1lall t:lHtltI li nd it. 

hu t Ihi s is ol1t y a dt1ddcring "Ind of Jcvil 

wo rship. (TuU 63) 

JO!'icph is "lone in hi s hclier :lnd chnl1enge Itl the Church . li e 

C.1Il illlP1CSS I:liz"hcl h (I he skl' plk) temporarily \"il h hi s helief: 

Fli'l.ilhcth had bet'll tensC<.1 to re pe l his 

flllilCk 1I1lflll her h(lllllliaricd anti fortified 
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se ll , hut now a strange and sudden thing 

had happened Perhaps the tone, the 

Ih)' II II11, pl'rhaps somc pl'rsollal illlplic'lliu li 

ill hi'i words had dUlll' . il had s"cpt her 

\";111 , l' lL-.lIlly ~l.\\ay (/c..il' 57) 

l:.Iizahl'th cOllti nues her belief' li"e Joscph lip to il f.:cl'lai n timc 

whell she feels, 

I dllll'tthink I ha\'e Ill) lil;ed illIything very 

dosel) ill my lire ... just flOW it seellled to 

me thn' the lenses or Ill)' eyes hil ve wired 

dean ... I suddl.'nl) I'dl Illyselr s prcndill~ 

:111(\ dissipating like n cloud mixing 

UI"(Hl ll d with c\'crything around illC' . cnill 
75) 

Blit sOLI n 1:liz<lhcth SWl' rvcs fnl lll Jos(.'ph·s beliefs: thinking 

Ihem snf.:ri lrg itllls . She starts thinking that Juseph's idras <Ire p<lgan in 

nalun: . She snys. 

I.unl Jestls. pr()IC'l.:t JIl l' ['rum thrsc 

fMh iddcll things anti keep me in the W<lY 

li ght and tenderness to , Do not leI th is 

thing pass through me il1lO 111) chil d. 

I.ord Jesus, guard me agalllst the ancient 

things in 111)' blood. Whcll the prayer was 

dOIll' she felt better. A clear light entered 
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her mimi ;lgain, ,lIld Jruvc (lui the IC;lI' , . . 

(1'(; (! I 2<. ) 

I·hl.;lheth 's temporary alignment wilh Jusc: ph 's hc:l ier is to 

contrast thl' primitive and ( ' hri sl i;lll ritu;ll s ;lllt l I II s how thai unly 

independent ~ pirited persons like Joseph can sl;l1ll1 linn in their 

cO ll vietio ll caring li nlc I'lll" th1.' cst ;:lhli shed orders or religiun. Unce 

Fli:rabeth IIHlll ght her hll sb;lIld a C!ir ist , "Wlu.:n she drew a pic tu re of 

the Christ in her mimI. he Iltld 1he face , the yo uthful heard. the 

pien.;illg pLl7.7. led eyes or J(lst'ph who s lllod heside hcr" ('nill 6:l) . 

Eli 7.~ helh IHI nultc thinks or Chrislhomi imposed Oil Joseph. Jl}scph' s 

due-r brut her'!, widow R ~\ll1il cum(,'~ doser to Joscph . She lIlHlcrs!<lnds 

him 1'10re than Eliz..1bcth. /{ailla can illl<1gille the hro.1dness of 

Juseph's Ihuugilt 

I hc whole- Ilovel hilS therefmc. Juseph. Rania and thl' uld man 

till one side <llld I homas. Burton, Ue-I1,i) ~nd I' ather Ange ll) till the 

nth!;:r side. while Eliz::lbelh is "I'H.-cd in Ihl' middle with he r InHer ing 

skepticism ,JIld BC"lljy placed il bit distalltly with his hedunistic: 

helicfs. The- first group is .1ga inst tr:.lditiollill institutions nr religion 

whill' tht, llppo ... itc group is to defel1d tht, t r <lditi()Il:1li ~ l1l. convell ti ollfl l 

worship. 

Joseph rejec ts the .111thrupol1lorphic COllet'pt uf Gud . lie thill ks 

Christ is si mpl y 11 ligurc with human qualit iL's attributed 10 him . lie 

linds nothing divine in Chr ist: 

Christ nailed up might be I1wrc (h;m u 

sY lllhul of all pilin. lie might ill vcry truth 

cvnlain ill l pain . And .1 111<111 SI::llHlilig Illl;t 
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hilltop wi lh hi<; mill" oUI!-ln:t\.' hctl rl 

sym hol uf lh t' sYl1lhol s. he: 1111g.hl hc a 

reservoir 1'1' all paill~ Il1rll l'vcr \\~s . (/(jU 

(,8 ) 

So aftcl' the fiC'ila when Joseph wrllk:-; to the oak Irel' In pour a 

lillh: winc on it!' bark. he ~rgtlcs \ .... il11 [he pries!. '1 he priest SrlYs. 

"This is Il ut g.mlll thing to do. my .'wn" ... 

"Be e:lrcl'ul or the gro ves. Ill)' !ill!!. Jes us is 

il beller savil1ur than the hamadryad" ... 

" Do )"U umkrs land everything. , .. tlll:r',''' 

"Nu my SOil," the pries t said. '" understand 

\·c ry little. but the Church unden":lIlds 

everything. Perplex ing thing bccomc 

sI mple ill tile Church ,lI1d undcrst:lIld th is 

thing. you do."' (TGlJ 10'» 

Joseph dues no l think lilal Ihe Church has It \\! ctlrnci t)' to make 

perplexi ng things clear rlnd ·sirnple. ' Joseph's que'itioll is 'who is he 

to whom we sh;'tl l urfer uur ~act'ificc . · To this perplexing question he 

docs not find . \11 ans\\cr IInr docs he think the Chl1l'ch nhle to nnswer 

the questio n. Joseph thinks that the Church s imply supposes Christ "s 

the 'IIlSWer. F<lrlher Ang.elo shows him Chris t as the "nswcr, which 

Call1lllt s .. ti sf) Ju.scph. Burton asks Jll ~c rh III swcar in the name of 

Christ lu Imvl! nil answer 1(1 his ques tion. Joseph reruses du Sll: 

"Nu I won' , s\\car. I won' \ I:pve up Illy 

Ih il1l,!. to your thin g. . Why shoul d I'!" 

" 13ecrluse you're lelting. evi l in."' Bllrl llll 
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cried passillll:nc ly, " Because YUU' ll' 

"ren ing the door 1111.'\ II ." (Hil ' 1 , 9) 

Juse ph irl si<; ls Ihal he IS not denying ('hn.;!. Juseph sa),s, '" iIIll 

dCII}ing 110 Clll-isl. ' am uoing:l simpk thing tha t pICl ' <;CS IllC" (ni l) 

140) ,1o!'icrb thi[J~s tlml "It's a goud pr:ll" ti ee" ami there is no s in in 

his p,m:lic.:l' " Il y ~1I' Irc mcan..; s{l l\ll' lhi ll ~ which (I II C c.:(UnmiIS contrary 

to hi s hcliel". l ie argucs IhaL si n IlIl'nns a de..-iati on from n sc t or llIorn! 

eode<;. J Ie i~ nol deviating; hc is makin g. hi s {IWIl rinuing, hi s own 

(jod whu is so r<ll' unkn(H\ n to lli1l1 . Joseph cln jll1s tha t hl: docs 1101 

rnllow lhl: c<.:tah li shl:u 11101'<1 1 codes. Ilwt would ha ve heell 11 sin. 

Joseph say~, " lrUurlon \overe doin g. wha t I alII tl~)il1g, il wCHll d be s ill" 

(TG II 142) 

Joseph linds a sup port of his hc lier ill Ihe old mnn. '1 he old 

man oul 01 Iris experience "hilS pidet.l uul Ihe th,ng tha i makes him 

hnrry" illlt! he says. "he gave tip rensons in support or h is personal 

rit es like ofTering hawk I() the SUlI, sil),ing, " I ti o Ihi ~ hccause it makes 

me g.lad . I do it becallse J like tu" (T(jlJ 142). rhi s freedom and 

Spolll<ll1 (' il y tl!" uffer and pleasure or Joseph alill Ille (lId 111;\11 is vc ry 

milch nn lhropologic<ll ill nppro:lch. as Jtlllg nnalyscs the uri gi n of 

n .. ' ligion. 

,\1.111 has eve rywhere ;J ilt! alway!>. 

SpO il t anclltls l y forllls. 

expressiuns and ... Ih e- human rsychc 

furm lime immelllllrial Ims hccil slwI 

thro\lgh wi lh religirn,s reelings and ideas. 

(('ar J, .Il1ng. ModeI'll mall i ll \('{/fTh 0/ tI 

.\(J /l1 . 140) 
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I.cstt.::r .lily Marks thinks that through the l:lwrm:ters ur the old 

ll1illl <lnd JO!'l'ph "Sleillhl'd SUppO'\C5 thai man is su constitutcd <IS to 

Sl!d. ou t <I relig.ion thaI suits his p<lrlll:utnr needs and Ihat ir he rinds 

tlOlle those .. In:<ldy existing. hc crCi.ltcs hi~ 11\ .. 11" (Mnrks 13), 

I 11..1: JII'cph whu l: fcatl!!-o hi s 0\\11 I'ellginll. Ihl: \l ld 1Il<l 11 . who 

JiVl's the Ji ll' ur:l .-edusl', IlW~CS a privillc rcligi\lll ;Jlld 1,:l!t5 rl'l igillll s 

plen sllrl' hy olrcring h<lw~s It) the stln. Till' old 111<111 thinks thil l tht! 

SUII is the only source Ill' power. giving life 10 pl<ll1\s, nnillluis am.! 

11H1!l kee ping. the l'ydc Id' life moving, l ie olTers hawks 10 the su n as 

all ad or \Vol'ship , Buth Joseph and Ihe old OWl! think <lno nwkc a 

pl'iv;nc religion of keeping the life-giving rrul:CSS .. live , This 

privatiza tiun uf' rcliginn of both Joseph and Ihe old 111:1 11 is <I 

1'1I11Ij;II11CIII<II thought 10 religion. :l hasie thought. bCl:ul1'>e modern 

philusophy in :lllillyzing the origin (If religiull and theism lIIarks thai 

II is the life glVlIlg power, whkh is Ihe 

bnsis or every religion. 1\0 mailer hnw 

high ttr 1(1\\ , In .he tkoVc!OP11lCIII of 

vnrioll~ forms relig ion Ihi!' !'::le l is S(J 

overgrown with myth and lcgcl1u. with 

sophisliclllion <l1It1 rihaldry, \\itl1thc.:tll~lgy 

;IIIU leulil i7:11io1l with philmophy OInli 

r sychulngy as In be <l lmost ObSl:lll'ed , 

(M"mlY 4) 

Tu lind all answer to Ihis 'uhsl:urily' and quest of the life 

giving p\l\\t:r Joseph Ihin~ s Ihat unly preserving the continuulll or life 

prul:CSS ;Hld fcrtility is the grt!ntes l , irtlle <l nd barrenness is the 

greCllcst vil:c . Whcther thi s sellse of \ irltlc :llld vit;c constitute n 
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privatl' religioll. Ilwucrn pbil uso ph y illl:-\\Cr~ to this ques ti oll 

declaring that "a n individu ll l" s rel igion ma)' Illlt he theo lug ical and 

theis tic in charac te r" (Mille r X) 

Su wj[hotll h<l\'in ~ ~ llu:olngic,d chain ,lilt! the istic concept. 

Joseph's idea of vice lIml vil'llie has a religious fl: t vm making il a 

pri v<l tc re lig ion . Jus~ .. ph ill this sellse is pious because he never 

dev ia les from his pie ty ami heli e!". l ie hrings all the responsib ility to 

kee p the life prnecs.s and thc fe rti li ty or the eanh. ever rl owi ng upon 

himselL l ie unili es himself with Ihe land. rod and thinks himse lf a 

part of nature . Nature. he feel s . hinds human life wi th hersel r; after 

dealh the human bod)' becomes dust. thus a part of na ture and rrolll 

thaI dust COllles \IP the pl:lllts and plallkton . Modcrn scie nce terms 

Ihis as e nviro nme nt .,1 cydc. So in the g;lrh of primitivity Joseph is a 

modern iconoclast. l ie narrates Ihe or igin of the earth. which has 

so me simil:.r it) with the Big.- I3'lI1 g theory of the origin of emllt given 

by nwdertl science. lie says. " this is the sto rm. This is the begi nning 

of" til l' thillg I know. There is sO llie cycle here steady and quick and 

llllchimgeable ~lS a Ily wheel " (TGU 1(2). 

About the orig in (11" ca rtl! , Joseph thinks that the s torn, is the 

most important f:1L· tor. he has difrerent () ntolng ic.:al t:lIncept thel1. 

While thinking ahmil the origin (If c~\rth and life . Joseph plunges into 

a mystic Silliness and feel s. "l\lI(llhel'e ;Ire times when (h e peuple and 

the hills and the (" HIll all cvcr)'thin~ exccpl the s tilrs arc olle :1 1](1 the 

love of them all is strong like sad ness" (TU U 73) . 

J(lseph can feel the "warmth or the Iii/HI" l ie knows the thing 

that "whips the tortured air with lighten ing" (Hil! H9). "and ti t night 

he slepl lighll )' li stening 10 the rain" (T(iU 1(2). Th is tlle rlt lCSS o r his 
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Sl'lISCS forces him 10 a mystic sadness, he: thuught. he could snvc ... n 
nr them rrom harrenness When the drt llighl hegins J\lseph reels tll nl 

"" raillt whining cnll1e from the earlh as thuugh it protested agaima 

the inlnler"hlc SIIIl •. lie "a),s. "it makes me <; ad, I wi<; h. I cuuld be 

less sad ahuut it" (HiU 175) , li e W<1IlI S In <; hake ufflha t ~nd l\css out 

uflll mse if. he wanls tu rli ll "way hut he C<lIlIlnt. 

The whole ramily leaves the drought-ridden area. hut Joseph 

docs nol. he canllol, bCl:ausc he feel s, " thi s ic; Ill )' 1'1Ilt!. [ dnll't know 

wh y il is mine, hut l: an ' l lcilvl: it" (HiU 11<5) , In the dnHl ghl he feel s 

Ih;')1 the land is dying: he reels that it is his resrnll ~i hilit y unly 10 keep 

the Irlild nlive nnt! so he saerili ccs hi s lire reliev in g the 1;lIu.1 of the 

curse tlr h:lrrellill'ss , nlls "ymbnlic snc:rific:c Steinheck shows is 

illll ispcmiLl ul(' for relieving the harrelllless of Ihe w<lslehllld , Thi s 

mys tic view or .I\lseph is misunderstood by Failler An~c lo , Falher 

Ange lu Ihi nks thn t Joseph's is a cursed SHUI. 13ul Joseph c hall e nges 

F'a thcr Angc:lo. rlaiming that his soul is nothing di1TL'TC111 frolll the 

soul uf the suil (rertility) , 

Joseph lcnpcd up ilnd !>I()od furiously 

bcl'o rc him , "My ~o ul ? To hel! with Illy 

SIIII!. I lell you th~ [::lilt! is <.l ying, Pr;lY ror 

the lal1d," "' I he land docs Ilnt die:' the 

priest s<liJ )o: lwl'ply , ('/,C;U 2 12) 

F;.Ilher Angclo fee ls Ihnl Jose ph has a firm feeling Hnd 

dcdk.Hing spirit to cstahlish his belief. Fathel' Angelo l'anllU\ counter 

Joseph 's arg\llllell l. lie t:allilot logically di scard Joseph's here tic 

convictions, "Thank God, Ihis lIlan Im~ IlO l11c-s~agc I'hank God, he 
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has 11 0 \vill tn he rC"lll c lllhen:d, to h~ helieved Ill ... e lsc mj~ht he :t 

new Christ here ill the wc<;t" (J'0U 212). 

J(I ~cph Wayni.' ha <; no 1.: le:11' el)l1l:ept ~) r (ind, hut he ha5 sume 

' pri\:1tc raets' to unit t' th<.' creatures. J\lsl'ph will fully rears th is 

mys tic ctlnccpt of unity in protcst agil in .:;t the existing religiu ll . 

Mysticism it selr is pro tt.:st Ugilillst nnlitwry religion . 

Mystici sm is .lIlicd with a tempcrament o r 

SIK'cula tivc holdness . .. Whereas ordi l1 <1l'Y 

religion realises such C(l Il1I11Un l(1Il in the 

lire of ethical endeavor and aspirathHl. ... 

It s itl c:d bCC()llleS that of passivc 

contemplat ion, in which the dist inctio lls of 

individu<llilY disappe:u .. , (B31(1\"il1. 124) 

Sh:inbcck's dwractcrs like .I ()scpll in To II God ( / 11101011'11, 

IJillion in Tortilla Flat IIlwa)'s prerers myst icism <l no active mystic 

intui tion 10 "pnssivc contell1plat ion" and trnd it illll<ll rites. I hey fec i 

Ihe I.' lltlt)' or Gnd wi thin lhelllse l ... ·cs. The omnipresence of (iou. they 

thinI-.., does not ask ro r a church or some rPutrllc rilll<lls. Pcrs0I1<IIIy 

Ste in beck did n(lt deny lhe cllllrL'll :lnd tbe Chrisl hut he ohj ec ted to 

thc I1Icc lwniral 11I'<lc ticcs or the t.:hurch :-Inc! the priests , For this 

philostlphical prolest Steinbeck's characters prefer mystici sm 

hecause. 

Il istorically both 111 philo'lophy and 

rel igion, l1lyslki sll1 freque ntly arr<.'<lrs as 

prutcst agail1sl mechan ica l, c.xtC' rtlal or 

:lnlhr(lpoIlHlrphic l'ashi\lllS or represcnting 
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the divine ;lIld iL'i relat iol1 to man <l il t! the 

\\tlt'ld (l3ald\\in 125) 

Mys ticisl11 pro tests ilga in ~ t ;llllhrnp01110l' ph ic concepts of' <iod . 

Joseph is against nntilrQPOIlWrphi SIll. <lgainst <lny .1 l1ributioll of' 

hll llHl Il Ira ils lu div inity and iIH.:a rn tHions. l ie protests it and prefers 

fin immediate lIllillll so thaI till.: di stinct io ll of' the suh,icct and the 

ohjec t di sapperlrs. neg;:lIing the ct)!lsc iol1 slless Qf the suhjeet 

intuitive ly <lhsorbed hy Ihc ohject Ihus hoth becoming a llnily . Su 

Joseph feel s the r:1 in. r('lck. Iree ami himself' ~lJ I becoming one with 

him . .Joseph represcnts all III ell: Ralll:1 ohserves Joseph close ly and 

comments nn Joseph's bcing: 

I le ll thi s I11<H1 is 1101 a man. unless he is 

<lll men ; the s tn:ngth, the resistance Ihe 

long ant! slUJl1 bling thinking or all men 

!llld all till! suffering anti joy. tuo 

cancL'lillg each lHhcr out, ye tl'cmaining in 

the content s. I Ie is all tllese . ;-, reposi tory 

{IT a lillie o r each man's Sllu l illld 1l1OTe 

than thaI n symbol of L'art!J' s souL (U;U 

2 12) 

To A uoll (Jl/kllO II '11 is the compact whole o f Stei nheck 's 

Ill yslic pn1tcst. pnlg.J1lilllC ph llll!Wphy <llId 1 ~ 1ll e rSllllian 

trnnsccnlic ll tali slll , Steinbel.:k's mystic in tuiti un through Josep h is a 

quest 10 sec lire illH..I l1ature with a newer vi~io ll , 1l!D.vi ng hehind the 

cOllven tionnl ones. Joseph 's declared unity \'\, llh the rock, rain, tree. 

land lIlIt! J u~t:rh ' s Chri s tlike s:le rifi t:e . as tilt: rc scrvt.lir or all rai n is 

the I'cllfrirl1l ,l1io ll of EmCrSll1lian tran sccndellt .lIi s!ll . At the S:l1l1e t illle. 
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it IS pragmatic Ino hCCilUSt: ,Ipscph, at the height III his mystic 

sadnc s!'o, rell t'!'o 1IH1 ~t lill his pC'rsnnal c~pe, i '-' IH; '-'S ,tIld SC Il 'c.:~ t.:rtlp pillg 

up ul' Ihe situation he is pl :u.:ed ill Juseph elliS hI S \Hisi .md lets his 

blond lIn/e out until hi s death, thinking. that hi s hhlOd WtHlll l l~ rl i1i/.c 

Ihe land and remove its bmrcnness, l ie does nul rely 0 11 anyt hing 

dl\,inc for Ihe rcgencl~ li tln_ Nur dOL'S he [hin!.. or ;lilY reward ill Ihe 

lire here Un l'r li e he lieves in the enrlhly lire, lit .. i:- vcry IlHlch e<1 l'l h· 

bmllld pr:lgnwlically , III this sense Sleillbcd. 's Joseph is a character 

embodying pragnwtisll1, i:lcc.l use Willi am .l ames says, 

I'ragmatism is rC<1 dy to tOl !..e '1ll) th ing 10 

rollnw eil he r logic.: or the senses ilntl In 

C(Hull the humblest and most personal 

cxpcliellccs. She will counl mys tica l 

c~pl'net1ccs if' Ihey have praetici'll 

consequcnces. She takes a Gml who lives 

III thl' \'cry Jirl or private raclS. 

(J'J"CIKIIWf;,1 1I1 80) 

With 111l1(,:h cli.U'ity nlld simplicity Steinncck in '/'(1 /I God 

Ul/knoll'lI reviews !1l ystici~1l1, pragllHllis1ll and tmll sccmiCIlI <l lism. 

filli'l ll y combining them ill a complele philosophy essentially lending 

10 pa rti cipation and ;lCl i v;l l iol1 ;lnd never rc\apsing 111[(.1 p;lSS l ve 

f.:OLlIC11lpl"'II~II1 . Slcinhe;.:k's philosophy is Ihen 4.lplimistic, dc s i~.I1C(\ 10 

upgrl1de mll urc ;lJ1d h\lll1>1n it)' (IS btHh nntllfc Ilild IHlI llanily I1fC 

integrnlly rd illed. I Ie Ihin!.. s, se rving n:tturc illld crentllres mcnns 

serving IltIlllani ly. So the- tratlillllnal religions ami conventionnl 

CIJIH.:cpIS or (j~ld <In.: or kss impCl rt ance 10 Steinbeck although he docs 

1101 tflla l1 ~ ciCilY their existence. li e simply reds Ihi'lt thesc mc 

hearlless bu t arlrul in pra l'licc alld arc roul lllcd exercise. O nly the 

104 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



IWne , I), kC\·l1Ilc.: ..... lml dl: vo tioll like JII:>c ph Waync \'<1 11 :> ignili cCHHly 

~ t nJlJ ns nn <1J1tlthcsis to ruulinc rituals . 

T(J!'lil/a FIliI (1'135) 

T(ll'llIla FIlii is: Steillbc~ k's iii :> ! flopulnr nu ve l. consis ting, nf 

only one hundred and thin)' three p .. ges. divided into seventeen 

Clwjlll'rs, SOllie common tht' rn cs recur in Stei nhec k's Ilovels. rhus 

Tor/ilia Flol dc .. ls wi th Ille glorification nf poverty nnd shows Ihilt nn 

indi vidual is insepambly rl'lnled with the gHlllp. ToniI/o nal stresses 

Ihilt :In indi vidunl is inco mplete wi thout the group. that prupcrty 

forfeils friend ship, grace nnti hounty nllt! that mtlll i<; horn with a 

denn slatc mimi ; it is socic ty that i ll~ r j l1l ina t cs him . Danny is the 

cenlral dmr:1ctl'r \\ ho ont:c wn" ccoT1mnicall y s{l IVL'Ilt. Ill' fights in 

World Wilr I Returning from the W<lr l)il l1l1 )' find s himself' poor. l ie 

COIllC S 10 li ve: ill hi :> pOltel'llnl hOll se. Soun he fi nds four tither yuung 

l11 en, whn v.e rc alsu ill the \\3t'. Pillun, Pl.lblu , Mnria ('(lH.:oran "no 

I' iratc. I hc)' have 110 shelter to live in, 110 jub hi el1rn their hrc:.tu, 

rhey live il ~ lIhhlllllall life: Pirate. fur exnlllpll' lives in a chicken 

hOllse with his dlJgs Danny hrings alluf them to his pllternal hOllse In 

live together. Though Ihe live fri ends nrc p(1{)r they shl1l'e Iheir roou 

nnd wine. rhey dll not worry <1hlHtI th"il' povert y. 'I hey tin nol c,ue 

for propert)" 

Steinheck \\Ins <1 sucially tUllsc ioll:> no\clisl. Ili s \\orks during 

the thirtie !i pnrt iculnrly rcvcill tilt: consl.:ioUSIlCSS, In OldJition 

Stei nheck held thaI iIIt as a \\ Iltl lc is n crea tion of the group 

conseioLisness of the artist. The group that man IHl1kes for su rvivi.ll is 

illlpurtnnt to 11 11 ilrti st: " the ilrtist is Ilne in whom the phalanx comes 

close t til the cOllsciolls. Art thcll is propert)' Ill' 1he pha lnnx. 11('1 1 of fill 
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indivi du;d . I\ n is Ihe rhnlillix klH .. mk'dgl' 01 the mllurc Ilf mailer <lnd 

lift''' ( I.ctl ~r 111 (ienrge I\lh~c, 1913.1. 11. (7) . 

Tu,.,illo ,,",(If is the Ii"'a popular IIIH' (.." nl" S iei nheck wrill c l\ Oil 

the phalanx c(lncept wilh humanistic sy lllpnlh~ I,)r Ihe I'a isnnlls, poor 

Mexicans. Th~ ccntrnl idea of th~ no y,-.. I C( lI H;CrnS Ih ~ ponr Pai sa nos 

who glorify povert ),: "The PJisrl lloS ha ve r~rlLs~ d 10 accepl the gross 

j"I}rIl1 S (If :1lllbilion. ()f material islll . or pr idL' Hil l! gtl ild imported by 

gross furm s uf <1l11hill01l, 0[" lll:lkriali sl1l, Ilr pr id~ :1ml guilt imported 

by their new and onslaugh t neighbours" (OlS ill SIeillh{'C"k Ih(' Man and 

lIis Worb 14 5). In a soc iety whL're tile maj{"lrily of the peop le arc 

poor. Sieinheck thinks tll :1t the clite shu uld feci for thel11 . 

Propert y. Steinbeck thuught. segregntcs an individual from the 

g.ro up. 'rhus nmass ing property nlicna lcs the indi vidlli.ll who is left a ll 

a lollc. lIenry M<lrg:1I1 in CIII' (1/ (iulc/ amnssed weil ilh. became a 

kn ighl :\111..1 ti isl'ovcrcd that he was wi thout ilny rriends. Danny in 

Tor,illa na(. ICar ing th:u pHljlL'rly I(' atls {}n~ 10 seclusion, docs not 

like to lL'ilvC hi s rric:nds in povcrly: he 5hares their puverty. 

rhe aC lile puverly (I f the P;li sanlls dcscri bL'd in Tor(iI/" "'/a( 

,vns 110t hd ic\~d by IlHlIlY jlc{lpl c. spccinlly the ri ch ;1<; Stein bec k 

pointed out ill a h:llcr 

When wrote for /diu Fica, ror 

instilncc. Ihe M(mtc rc y Ch:ullhcr or 

Commerce isslled il sl,Helllcn l th;11 it 

was a d;ul1l1ed lie <l nd th nl !lU !'m:h 

people ("I r placc existed . Later they 

began running. huses hI the place 

"here thc) tlwught il might hr . When 
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I did ('(/II1/el:I ' NUl! I had nol only a 

dlal'gc from tile Monterey Cham her of 

('OIllIl1Cn.:C hut from tilL' fish CillllJi:rs 

<tsS()C ial ion whidl r.:nlll r.: 10 Iht, dcfl'l1l'C 

of ('(llII lay NOH' people with "nigh t I) 

in te nsity , They IJlt:1' re\'ersed 

thclll sclvcs 100. (LeIter 10 Nelson 

V"I.iOIl. ;\1arch 13. 19 53 1.11. 467) 

Wehste r Street endorses Stt' inheck's claim .. o;ay ing tha I: 

But the 1ru(h is thaI his dWfac lc rs ill 

1'o,.,i/la Flal \H'l'e Ica l pcnp le, anti 

pftluf uf Ihis can be found ill r o lic!: 

I'cconls of MOllteley. These peuple Ihut 

he was d iscussing were heft)re Ihe 

pul it:l' courts at'l\llli once a week 

pmticuiarlyon MondilY 1ll0rtl ill gS. (JR) 

Despi te the hostile attitude o f the a rtluen! people , Tuuil/" Flat 

WIlS \\idcly rend and brought Stcillbl'ck inlo the limelight. The 

nnlucr.t pt.-ople, the clitcs. tried {('I dowll~rilllc !-ilcinncck's hOllcst 

narration o f the p liO I' Mexicillls who hnd fought tn \Vurld War 1. r hey 

became p(1I1r because of tile sySIClll . 

rile truth is, we .11'<.' nil C'lUgil l ill iI 

g re:H eCOIlUlnlC .systC'lII which IS 

hcar1lcss. The modern corpl1r<l1ion IS 

nol engilged 111 business as <In 

individual. \·V hr:n Wi: dca l with it, we 
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deal wilh nil impersonal tiL-lIIelll. all 

immnlcl'inl piecc Clfsoeiely. (476) 

This i'\ the sOI,:i()·C'conomic system which Ill<lde f)ilnn y 

homeless. lJ<lnn} sflys. " lic it:' \'vC sil h()m elc.'~s. \\C gave ollr li vcs for 

our country. and lIOW we h<lvC no roof ()\'er our hend" (1'''' 10) Out 

J)flllny docs not hCClll11C a ffldieal nr n drCil lI ll:r, seeki ng .. l"IllJC1H.:e . 

Ins lc(ld, he deve lops a persona l philosnphy of living ill ptlverty. li e 

c:-ln r,HJke 011\ a W.1Y pI' healt hy Ii fe amid the rC5t lcs.'mcss o f Ihe 

system I I ~ can adjus t with il and makL' a wny intclligl'ntly to make 

illUTlCY wilh Ihe 1\\0 houses thnt he has inht!l'lIed hut he does 1101 do 

Ih<ll . I )ann), swears \0 prolec t his hL·Jpless friend s. lie docs 11 0t ex ul t 

o\'el' the news of hi s inhcritmH:e (If two hlnlses at Ihe deuth of his 

grand I'n thcr . 

Whcn I>nl1 n~ henrd ahaut it he was a 

lill ie wc-ighcd duwlI wi th Ihc 

respollsilJtlity or ownership . Ilcro re he 

cvel' \\ocnl to 1t1Ok ,II hi s pmpl:rly he 

hought 1\ g;llltlJ1 or red wine tlll d dra nk 

most of it himself. 'I he weight or 
respo ll si hility left him ... (TF !), 

f)tlllny had l'ill()Jl. tl vag.ahond. llS his friend . l)illol1 thinks tbnt 

nnw Ihat Di\IlLIY is rich he \v ill llt) 1(lnger he hi ... fril'lld . Pilloll SllyS. 

When ('I nc is pOM. OJle think s. ir I had 

mone), I wou ld share it with Illy good 

fr iends. B ill lei that mUlicy come ilnd 

charily nies Clway , So il is with thee Illy 

once rriend. Thuu nrl Ii !'tcd aho\'c thy 
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fr icnds. '11Hlu ,'II', a mall 01 pmpclly '1 hUll 

, .. ill fprgel Ill) Irlemb \\IHI shared 

evelylh ing. wilh thec. CVCIl thei r hrandy 

(1'1' II ) 

Jl illo n Ihinks thaI lhe ... cnsc uf illher it anL'c must be worrying 

DaI1I1Y . II I.' Il tltil;es lhe w~)rry or properly ~c.: \I lil\g 011 I)tlnny's fa..:c . 

"No more ill life \\i(lltld lha t r~lce he free or c.\I'(~" (1'1-' 12). Danny is 

1\\11 alsu vcry happy wi th the inhe l' ilanc.:C' . li e says. " for years I had 11(1 

house, nnw 1 have two. I cannot s leep in Iwo huuses" (TF 14). In a 

stH:ie ly wherc sllI.:ial prestige and pos ition arc dc.:lcrmincd hy 

puSSCSSi(l IlS Dam1 ), should h(1ve becn proud In ilwn Iwo house-so bUI 

the "puisoll of possession" cannot \otH.:h Danny. Ilc tlilows his friend 

Pillon to stay in OIlC of the houses he inherited, without ren t: " Oanny 

tlCVl'r asJ...cd fllr il ri nd Pill ol1 never (lITe-red II." Pilloll hrings unllthe r 

or his friends. Ptlhlo. who slept in "di tches \\e l ,lilt! homeless:' to live 

with him in Danny' s hOllse. Pahlo nnd Pillon bring anuther hUllu:less 

1lltlll Jesus Maria Coreorall who has n bad colli and "malady of the 

lungs" Cilllscd hy siceping under lhc l'Pl.:tl c;ky. I hCIi (,'omcs Pira tc 

who had s!cpt for n lung timc .... ,Ih his dogs ill it chicken housc. 

So nil these war veterallS. WIll) h.lve 1111 IWll S": to live in. no 

sourcc of illculllc. who drilnk v,,·inc to furgel lhl.:ir miseries, nock 

together III [)"llll)'S hlltlse. NL'l1hcr [)anny nor his friends c~lrc I1H1(h 

ahulll pcrsonnl bclPllgil1gs. 11lISSI.:ssiollS or positions . When n fire 

dnmng.cs f)nl1ny 's hOll se, lJanny snys. 

"Is Ihl.: fire d(,·pilrlmc.:n\ there')" 

"Yes," cri ed Jeslls Mtlrill . 

" If the fi re departmen t can" du tln)'thing ahout it. 
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"h;1l dllt.' s Pilhlll L'XpCt.'t IIlC tl\ <.itl·· (/'I' 14t 

Nu \\(my m anxie ty st:izes: D'II1I1)' il t thi s loss uf his property. 

li t.' is 1101 dee ply perturbed at Ihe loss, thuugh he docs regret it 

bri e- Il y' 

J Ie had indul ged in a lillie C0I1\'(.'lIli0I1 .. 1 

anger ngainst hi s carr.:kss friL' nds, I1ml 

mo unted for a IlWlne1l 1 ovcr Ihe tranSil(lI'Y 

qualit y or Cilrthly propcrty which made 

spiritllal property stl much valuilb le. he 

l);Id tinally sl ipped inlo his (rllt.' L' IlHllio llS, 

aile uf reliL'!' lhat al least IItle of his 

burdens Wil" re lll(lved. (7F 15). 

l):lI1ny feel s vc ry milch rei ieved of the hunlell s til' properly that 

WilS ahollt to destroy the friend shi p. Danny ~HyS, " if it were still 

there, I w(lliid he ca ri ng covetously of the relll ." l ie thinks, " My 

friends have bcell Clll\l tll\\".mt me hCl'il liSC LhL') {m'cd 1I11! m Olley. 

Nuw \\c can be free and happy again" (l'F 15). Danny hOls IlO 

rascination fm poSSCSSil1llS . lie seems to be reli eved LhaL the houses 

that he inheriteu hnd heen gu tted hy Ihe fire; 

lI e yca rnt:d to g.C"1 ~lVC"r and w hI,.' once 

more Ih:lt Danny whom cvcry Ol1e loved , 

thaI DilllllY whom people sought oul 

\\hen the)' hOld 01 ga llon or wine or;'t piece 

ur mca l. I\s Ihc l.wner or 1\\0 hOI1 SCS he 

h"d been ct)llsiderl,.'d rich. and Il<1d misscd 

a gn::lt many tidhits. (TF 35) 
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Ihtlll)' vnllles frie ndship must: ttl him a life or poverty and 

friemlship is superior ttl a life of we .. lth .. lid loneliness. l ie feels. 

"how lonel) it is in the wmld, ir there arc 1111 frie nd .:; 10 si t with Olle 

and 10 shnre tllleS grapp .. ·· (7.,.. ]8). r he live rriends make so comp<lct 

iI ctlll1 (lnn) 01 warm luve ilnd aITinil). they arc SII emlltiona lly 

att ac hed thnt they forget the ir poverty nlHl untidy li re . " 'n the eveni ng 

Ihcy s,lt nbtHl! the stove wil h tc:us ill their eyes. <lilt! the ir lovc for one 

HtlOlhc r was almost un bearable" err J~) . 

Thc fr icnds do 11111 Iry 10 .. dj usl wi th the new soc ia-economi c 

sell ing which Ihey ex perience un their re turn frum the Writ" in protes t 

il gili nst war and w:II" I':!vaged ecollo lll ), ami socie ty. So they dn 1I0t Iry 

to ;ld jll St wi th the changed circUIIlSIII II l:l'S to IlverCUJ1lC their p\lvcrly, 

I hc)" WIll against pmpt'rI) heca use they hnve seen 100 IIl:llly men 

scr .. mhli ng lor too few possession 10 .. li ni n soci:ll pos it ion. Thi s 

repugnnncc towmds mate rial life is illus trated ironically when arter 

the lire Pirate brings his hidden trc;'lsurcs uf olle thollsand silver 

quarters til guard. 11 :lving Ill<lde his friends gumd his trCilSllrc. " there 

were IC<lrs of happilless in his eyes" (IF 73) . li e can relieve him self 

nnd his friends orthc anxiety orposscssilln. 

Danny and his friellds live 011 llIrce nies: Ihey bcc.;o l1l e l1I orall y 

degraded wh ich they nei ther desire nor deserve. In Ihe Cll ntl l ic stnle o f 

Ill e war torn socie ty Ihey cannot re ins tate IIl(' lll sclves to thei r normal 

lire Iwr can ,IllY one assmc them or a norm .. l life . Uut incert it ude of 

!i le and liveli hood c,lIlnnt deprivc them of 1I 11111<1 n q ua lit ies. III the 

~roliP nr friends, "Jesus Maria Corcor .. n was a p:l th way I'm the 

hu manities. Su fferi ng ht' trit'd to re licvc, sorruw he tried to assuage. 

ha ppiness he shared ... Jesus ~-t <l ria hnd girt for eom ing in contnet 

with the silll<l tio ll s where goud wnntcd do ing" (1'1-" 72). 
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Stl!inhed believed Ih:1t mall j:.; horn \\Itll il c lean sU LII. sl'l.:iely 

incrimin:l1es anti the ~lIcial ") ~Iell\ spoils ll1:Jn' ~ Il1h011l darit y. Danny 

nlld his friends \Vere IIIlt hllrn evil. Society m:lkc" them hild. Danny 

and his friend s :Ir(' the Illi"'turt' of ascrihed goodness (lnd achieved 

badness. In Steinheck's works the com:epl of the existence (II' hoth 

good ami evil in hUIllUIl n:1.IlIre is recurrent · in !lit' Cup II/ <ilJid Cure 

de ' (iris' IIwther is (I whnrc hill prnys lilril.:c a day, in Ill/Mlm'S Of 

lIeC/I'''" Ihe I.opel. siSll' l'S Slcl'['l with Ih<..'il' c.:lIsl0lllcrs, hut they pruy 

bcftll'e the porl.:cln il1 slalu C' ', 1' Virgi n M::lI'Y thrice a dny. This dualism 

hetween phys ical impllrity ami psychic purity, Steinheck so lved III 

T"r,;lIa FI,,' hy slIlllming "I' tha t hl1ln<lll n<ltlln: is an admi xture Qr 
oppo~ites. good and had. This convic tion is also de.,11 with in Eml o{ 

/:'c1ell nllIJ .\'11'('(" Thllrsday. In 1'01'111/0 F/cl1 the Paisanos arc shuwn as 

single persollalities or dual valucs. In '('ol'/ill(l Flol. the narrator 

cxplains : 

I t i'i II I'.:tl·t \erilicd alld rc.:ctmh:d in many 

histories Ihat Ihe soul capable uf greatest 

gOlHl is nlse) capable of greatest evil Who 

is 111 0]'(~ impi()us Ih"l1 <l h<lcksliding priest ? 

Who je; Illore (al'1wl Ihall a rcccnl virgin? 

(1'1: 16) 

As shelterless and hungry men, Sleinbed.. 's dmraders in 

Torlilla Fha become angry, they hetolllc sentime ntally indifferent to 

lifl' ilnd thl! t!xisting s()eial urder. they make a sOl'icty by themselves 

in protest ag,<linst the existing society . rhe suciety thcy !'mlll is a 

COlllrast IU the di sparity ilnd jujuslice ill the exis ti ng sUl' iety . Tht!)' arc 

Ihe vieti lll ~ or a war·torn sudety, haviug unrulfi ll ed dreams: as war 

1'l'lUrIlnl suldiers they dream "when wc die \\e will g.(ltu the grave un 
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a gUll carr iflgt" and a firing ~(Illad "ill ~hnot u\('r u ..... ('IF 12K). BUI 

ill real ity D,IIlIlY aller his death gels fI fUlIcral 'llthouf!.h nul 100 

hlillUl"ah ll' hut hi~ I'm'ml t,; do IHlI allcml Dilllny" ... rum'rot hCt.:ilUSC the 

nmraltlr ex plains, "dC:llh is a personal matter il rous ing ~nrnl\l.', 

despai r, ti l' dry hc.:arted phi\(lSllphy. Funeral'i lin till: uther haml arc 

sudal functions" (7'1-' 12~). Danny 's (l td COlllr'lI.1 cs cannot part ic ipate 

in SlI l'Il it 501.:;;11 func tion hee ilu :-;e they have nil gtHHll'Iolhes befi tt ing 

the \'tmcTCl I prm:essilln, "urdinari l) their !': I o t he~ wcre ull spcilkahle. 

The p:uty hml ageJ lheir jC;:lI1 s and bhlc shirts by years" (1F ! 2H). 

The sod,, \ systcm in ~ tlc h (1 "pl'rS(llli.d mattcr" li ke d!.::t th is Ilga ill s\ 

rmur mel1. Trngica ll y IhllllY'S fr iends canno t IllOlll'll puhlicl y fur 

Danll)' thuugh Ibey had hel'n clusest \(\ him . 

11 heYI had receivcd thc Illost lrom his 

h:lIlds. the P'lisanos wl're the on ly Olil'S 

wlw l:t luld 11\)\ ath:nd D:lIl ny's funcl'al... 

ordinar il y their cluthes wl'rc 

ullsreal-..ahle .. would ntll the disrl'spect 

to l)alln), be more i f they '\oen t in mgs 

tll.1Il ir they did 1I0t go at all? I he dl'sp:li r 

tlHl t lay L11l thei r hearts is incalculah le. 

They cursed their f:tte. (1F 12C)) 

Sn, U lIIlIlY'S rric ilds hiJc themsclves in the grass mou nd the 

cCllletery I'l-nt.:e . I Ill.!) lie in the gr;lss illl J {lhserve the funeral I'mm a 

dis tance wit h a ll the ir love ('or Danny. They steal thily come at night 

to show the ir las t \()\ e alllJ respect fo r iJanny and " in th e Ill o rning the 

ho lc in the cemetery lha t was to receivc Danny' .. hotl y was almost 

hidden hy i1 IlHHlnd t\f Ihe linl'sl l1o\\l'rs fWlll the be~t g..mlens in 

Montel'l'Y" (1F 130). Sieinhcd. sa ti ril.l's the socia l sys tem hy 
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showing Ihat Danny's friends cannot .\IIend !);mny"s rllllcwi for they 

(",Ill neither I> ll'<lII1 01" buy 'i uiW hh: dotlH,,'s III nll cil d Ihe ru Ilera I 

In 1'flrll/fa Flaf Sicinbcck" s dmraclcr" show Ihal hum:m 

heings are cnmp k-le beings with opp()"ite vlIllles: with sill i!-Ie v<l lncs 

the) me incomplete, oppos itc vnlues c\l ns tant ly work within 

irldivlti llals. I hey arc then .1 unil o r dia lceticlll tinilY. Ihey arc 

tl'l"l"cstri nl. pTilg rn/\lil: and hil s freedom o r will to make priv;:lIe ways of 

worshi p thus llIaking priviltc religions . T he $uht lely or wo rld view 

<llld priv(lI e philosophy of" Ihe l'ai"fl nos i ~ suhstantively IH: ighte ncd. 

II is lIul /'1:<111)' Ilos:>i blc \0 ~Ily liS uoc~ 

I ~ dllltlild Wi I SC'lll " that Ihese 1'"is<lIIOS nrc 

" human beings so rud imellliH)" Ihnl they 

[Ire [I I I1ltls ! Oil animal level'" tH Ilra l Ihey 

1Irc "cu nnin g. litl k- livin g. doll s (hat am use 

liS li ke pel g uincapigs 1)1' r .. bhils"" Nei ther 

is it possihle to agree wilh FrCl'lll illl 

ChamJllley thn! TorI ill" Flat slwws " Inan 

as nnimals \Vulloll! Cln y other 

pretensions,'" (pt;ler l.i sci:I. Widl! World 0/ 

SI(' /lIhC!ck R9) . 

1 hI..' Paisa l1 ()s fllrlll ;l gJ\lllP ullity: II society by Iln:msc lves in 

prnlest rtgrdnst the existing suei;1l system but tll~ <;()e iely disilltegr:lIcs 

\\'i lll the death or Onl\ l\)'. l>anll) fnils to adjust even with the society 

Ihal Ihey fmlll : he becomes tired of the group life that they rorm. 

Inclined 10 inti ividU:11 freedom. he hecolllcs tired ofthc group life 

When he go t mll of his bed in the nighl 

ilml stepp('d Qv('r thc s lc('p ing. I'a isa llos. 
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II~ W;lS an!;!!')' wit h the lll ror hdll)!. tlH: re. 

{iratill.dly si lling Oil the fro nt IHll'l:h . i ll 

the SIII1 . Danny heg;1 11 li l d n"' ltll (If the 

u,lYs of hi s rrccuull1. Il c lIad s lept in the: 

w{lods in SlImmcr, and in the WIlr Ill hay of 

harns whell tile win tcr co ld W;IS in . Thc 

\ve igil t (lrp l'opcrty WHS not upon him . (1'F 

1(9) 

Danny did !lot w;lnt p nl fle rt ~ <l lld po""CS,iOIl , '1 he group als(1 

ig.IHH\~d the society of possession. prest ige and posit ioll. they ignored 

the socie ty Lhal evaluates man on hi s possess ions only , nut Danny 

failed to CO llncc t thc twu Slates- the individu:l1 amJ the group. lie did 

not fi nd r lc:lsure either ill the groUJl life or in proper ty. So lJanny 

Ol1ce leaves hi )) rricnus. Il(,' runs <l\V:l)' i"rolll IWllle . Ih 'Lurning hume 

drllnk. he ralls frolll ;l fo rt y ("cel high cl ifT and dies. Danny is thc 

cenler oj" lIllity (II' thc group. wi th h i~ dcath th e gWllr also 

d i si 11 tcgralcs. 

Thc i nh.:gr~l1io n and di sintegration of the grollp life: works as a 

phCIlOI1H:non of Steinbec k' s hc.:Jicf tlwl : ever), indiv idua l is re latcu 

inscpar<1 hl y wi th the gnHlp hut the grOllp C:llHwt wke off frolll the 

Individ ual its in depcndcllce. it s pend i;!rit}'. its iJ ios},llcras il's. The 

~ro llr and indi vidua l ;He the:1l dialc<.:til:all y united as the indi vidual 

:ll so is a t'll ll1plclC cnl ily di;11 cc titall y uilit ed. F(lr survi val. indi vid lHll s 

forlll i\ group <llld for independence thcy c.1 isintegratc. Irl't's pcctivc of 

s(lc ia l III' ecnllom;e: sys lcms. ind ividuals go (Ill form ing and hreaking 

groups ;,IS Stcinhct'k said, in a letler ""II the 110tiol1s I have made 

hegin to put to <111 cnd - Tha t thc group is all individui.l l as hOllndari cs. 

as ding l1osnhlc. <IS c.1l.'pcndcn t 011 ils unit s ami is independent of il :; 
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units indi\'ldual n.lll11'C~ As the humlln UIlI\ III rn;1Il is depc ndl'lll on 

his nil" yct is indcpc ndcnt of" tIlL'm" . (l.l'lIer !n C .. rllnn A. Sht.:fTield, 

June 21. 1<)]] a~ in 1.11. 74) , 

T""fillll Fico amply hcars the l)pical trait~ or Steinheck's 

socia l protest and phi losophic:.1 pro test: suci:d v,tlucs, sm.: iCi I order, 

mural standa rd <Inti the relation betwcen lhc group and the individual. 

It cuntuill$ smiriea! cr iticism or t!lI': social ,111<1 rcligiulis ins tillil ions. 

SOl' i;d tllld rL'i i!;iolis institutions. Stcinhcd bdicvc{t. were <lr bitraril y 

fo rmed by the dill'S . Thl' i' tlis<llI<Js tlu not lIel.'cpt till' cOllvc nt ions, ns 

tll!!y :-'I:C these l:Ol1VCllIions ilre arhi trary forms rath!! r th nn ahsolu te 

truths . The Church and the rilUJls nrc "rhitrary \() th elll, thc rUllc rnl is 

tlrhitrm)' to the I'rlisano friends . Throu!;h the Pnisnnos th is 

arbltra rincss uf the socidy hras heell sa tirica lly eri lk i7.cd by 

Stei nh('ck, denlt)I1SII':!ling that. wlm! the society claims to he abso lulC 

tru th is ,u.:tuCilly sume :!rbitrarilles~ illlptl~ed hy thc dilC'~ 10 he 

obse rved by the members of the ~ocicty . While comllJcnting 0 11 

Stclllhcck's protes t and s;Hiricnl critici sm Pcter Lisen rightly 

commcnts: 

Steinbeck u~cs c:umic: spirit of Torfilla 

Flal tn c: riticisc ce rtain nsp('cts of soc it.· ty 

.. . a h UIiUlIl l' , \I;hit:h whi!e IIw king. us 

fully cnllsciolls or tlH.' s lwl'lculllings o r 

the Pni!'nnos .IS mor:!1 human heings :1.1 

the same lime ,,!lows \15 to respect whilt 

is good • .lIIt! noble in them (I.isen 91) . 
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CIIAI'TEI( IV ; Till' FULl. MOO - MAJOI( NOVELS 
( 1935-39) 

III /)uhirm,' lIaU"', Of Mice (///(I Alt'll. and Tilt' Ul'ol't' ,,- of 

"'mIll <Ire Sieinhcck 's IllCljor novels . lI is lalelll IS hcs t cxpuscd III 

these novel s. Stcinheck's twill cOllcerns in hi s ~<lrly Ilove ls- social 

protest and hUIIHlllis lll. fra med Oil Erncrsunian trnnscCndCnl<1lism-

con tin lie \0 inspire his major lIovei s. 

Although Roosevelt's New Deal aimed at de ve loping the 

ecollomic condi tion of" America. especiall y in the agriculluHlI sector. 

by subsidizing the ranners and rai s ing the price level. the New Deal 

could not 10\;111), so lve economic pruh lcms. It failed to revive full 

cmp!oymt:nt "1ll1 product ion. The subsidizing process \\Ins slow ami 

scanty. so the (armcrs and farm laborers did not ge t immediate relief. 

The New Deal could not hr ing stabi lity in the agrkultura l sec tor in 

AnH: ril'a; farmers' lives d id 11 0 1 develop remarkahly. Morenver, the 

drought of 1934 ami the dust storm of IC)J 5 brought a disas ter to the 

lire or the marginal and suhmarginal farmers . Steinbeck's major 

tl nvcls were writll~n III this ~collomic cuntex t. A keen and 

sympathetic observation of the lire or marg inill farmers and farm 

I"horer!; eO li slillltcs the main themc or Stc inbcl."k' s major !wvc1s. 

As III the prt'pllrnlory 1I0veis so in the majo r nove ls. 

Steinbe::: k's sy mpathy fur the puor r'lfIl1efS did 11 01 .. im al org.anizing 

them in i1 battlc ngn insl the hig farm owners and the cstahl ish!llcnt o f 

cum munist principles. III Vllhiull,~ IJalll1! shows ell-only Stl'llIbcck's 

disnpproval or the fruit pickers, slrike org:'1I1i zcd hy the com munis t 

activists , Steinbeck hclicved thnlman's survival essentially depended 

0 11 hi s in tegrated relatitl!1 with other mcn, not on man's struggle 

against man. li e attempted to show thaI man's struggle agains t man 
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ducs not assure:l br ight future for humanity. ()I /lfic.: f! {l1It1 {\II{,II is a 

study or mnn's eternal dependcnce (,\11 man. and Tilt' (inllll!.\" tI/ Wrat h 

stresses that fundamental humani'im is esscntia l fur the cOlltinuit y of 

mnn 's life process on earth, Stcinhed .. ·s major 110ve ls ;-I re dcvoill o f 

sentimentnlily {lr rro l cl~H i an propagnmlll , lli .. major ll()vd .. propllg(l\e 

inlq!,rated hUIl1.lIl rel:.ltio ll ill ~Hly soc ial si tua lion, whatever mi gh t be 

the sodn l form . Steinheck believed thn\ ;ln integrnlcd human 

rc l<1liollshlp ((luld C!l;-lllg.l' [he form of the soc:ie l)" \ .... ithout crc<ll ing 

clllllity. feud ane! hatred ;llllOng hllmall beings. S\(' inhec.:k diJ not 

eIH.:our;lge the war instinct in III ll ll ror Illate rial success. Since mater ial 

.1J"11uence dues not pro .... id(' menial contcntment. Sleinhed be lieved 

tha t only intcgrnt('d 11lI Ilwn rclC\t io nships cou ld ensure <1 wort hy 

future . lI umnn life is a tolal en tit y of short enmity. sk irmish. hope 

llnJ dcsp<lir hut the Inst words are hope for life nnd love j'lf lire . 

III !)lIhioll.\' Hal/Ie (19)1,) 

/" r' I/!J;O/l .t 8a,,'" is a novel based on :t strike hy rrui t-p icking 

Inhorers in an llrchard organized by the Communists all the model of 

the Irish and It<lli <"ll1 CtllllmUllists who weTe very mllch fictive in the 

thirl ies. About tilt.: novel Steinbeck says ... I had pl<lnlleu to write a 

journalistic aCCtHln t of a strike. But as I thought of it as a fic tion the 

thing go t higger <Inc! biggl:r. . ." (I.etter to George Aloec. Jan. IS. 193 5 

flS III Lit 9S). Sleinbcd l1lentiulls Ihnl. "the ,Il:l:tlUllt uf the st rike 

l:"lIllC fwm the activists uf Ireland .. 111 <1 It alian Ctlllll1lllllists whose 

trai ning was in the field 11tH in the dnl\ving mom" (I.etter (u Elizabeth 

Oti s , M.y 13. 1935 as in LlL 110) , 

Steinheck \V;tS sY lll pi.lthct ic 10 the poor I:lOOTerS Clml their low 

Wilg,es. hut he wns duhi{lli s ;tholll the ways the COlll l1l unists nrgnn ized 
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violent ~ l ri kc ~. III J)lIhioliS nllffh, is ,111 iJlu "lration or his dubiol1s 

,·iew" " h L' h.lll le dl1CS not sllggesl <ln y acceptahle S\l ll1li ol1 to the 

pmblem or the laborer::; hecause Ihey do nut W111 in the bmtlc. 

Stei llbcck, :IS :111 unin vulved ohserver. tlHlug.ht that there should be n 

difrerent way of luve iWl! wisdum 10 elimi nate the pov(:rly or the 

fr uit -picking lahorers, 10 save humanity fmlll sllffcri ng. Only 

hUIll"llit llri,1Il fl prrnfll.:h ~s :Ire the hest, he thOllght, viulcllcc co uld not 

rro\'i(\c 11 slIltitio ll . 

III /)Ubillll.\· IJullh- is the summcd lip statement of Stcinheck's 

ohservHlion tlf' the individual and the group .lIld thei r intc rrclal illil as 

we ll as of I11l1n 'S "eternal \varfarc wilh himself''' (l1J/J I R4), li e shows 

the continu<ll integra tion \l nd dis integration of the group. In the 

process or d isilltc~rat ioll man lights ngni nst man, Steinbeck says. 

" man. during his hunting pcri \ld had to give tip the group ... and 

now., . is ~oil1 g back to the group which tnkes its food hy cuncerted 

actions" (Leiter to Carit(lll A, Sheffield, June 21.1 933 fl S ill 1.11. 75). 

In deve lopin g. the duhious \\o'm which \ ... a5 "man' s eternal bitter 

wnrJ'arc with hllllSell"' (/O/J 184). Stcinheck cll rrel nted the ilH.li vidlla l 

and the group with the opinion: 

ThaL th e group is all ill(ilvidu;}l <I S 

bl>und fl l'i cd. as diag llC1Sl.lh le as dependent 

Oil its I1nit s anti is inliepcmil'nt of' its 

uni ts' individual nalures. as the hll111il11 

unil . mDn is dependent on his ce lls and is 

indcpl: lIllcnt of them . (Letter til C.ulton 

She nield, June 21. 1933 as ill III 74) . 
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('(lll1p;lIing tile human group 10 thJ\ (If the ;lIlimnls. Steinheck 

thinl-..s thaI il is till' group formatioll nf man Ihal makes hi m ~ urerilH 

to IIni mals. I he animal group never d i s i nte~ra\cs into indiv iduals hut 

m<1 n is slIllul lnll ct>lIsly :1n individual and a gl"{lllp. I his dialect ical 

pil tl crn ing III" the indiv idua l .1Ilt! the gmup mnkcs I11n l1 di fferent 

Slcinbcck snys. ""s indi\'idual hlItlHUl S. \\C mc far superior in our 

functiun to anything the world hns borne·· in ollr groups we nre not 

only sll perior but in f<lcl arc like 111(15(' pcrfel.:\ group the ::t il ts ,t lld 

bees" (Leiter to Sheffie ld ns ill 1.11. 76) . 

. , he qUJl1litOl livc .\CCUlllultl tion or ind ividuals form th e group 

whil.:h L]u<lI it<1tivcly ch<lngcs the group nature. In the s::t me le tter to 

Sheffield. Steinbeck say .... "the i"i.lsdnll iing thing tu me is the way the 

group has a soul. n drive. all intent. an end. n l11elilnd. a reaction and a 

se t 01" Inlpbm \\hll"h in no wn} resembles the same th ings possessed 

hy the 111:11\ who ll1akes lip till: group" (UI. 76). The group tit us 

fornu:d is nol the pluin Illultiplication or individua ls only, as 

Steinhcck points ()ul. 

These groups have always been 

cOllsidered n!'i individuals multiplied . 

Ami they arc nut so. ·1 he), are beings 

in themsel\'es. entities; j ust as a hnr or 

irnn hus 110lle or the propertics of the 

rcvolving, circling. at:livc IItums which 

make it up. So thc~e huge L"rcatures; 

the groups. dun't resemble the hUI11<1n 

atoms which cumposc thclll . (I.IL 77) 
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I hc di:1lcctica l uni ty of' the individua l and the gro up th us 

ex plained is termcd :loS thL' "ph~lanx thenry" hy Stcinheck. Stei nbeck 

expla ins the fnrm'llinn Of":loll ilU..l i \'id ll~1 i lllo" " Jlh ~ l;H1 x": 

Certmn pthcl ilrr;IIl~Cllll'll t s ut :lottll n"i rlu s 

il mys terit111s principle milkc a li ving cel l. 

Now the li ving cell is very sens ili ve tn 

outside OT tropism. A further arrangeme nt 

(If l:ells and a vcry co mp lex nile mllY 

make .1 unit \ .... hi eh \\-·c l:alJ man . th<11 has 

heen our linal uni!. Ullt IhNe! Inrel 

mys terious things which l'ould IIllt be 

ex plained if man is the filial unit. lie a lso 

ammges himself into larger unit s, which I 

have calkd the phala ll x. (I. ett er tn 

Gcor~c Alhcc. 1933. 1.11. 79) 

Il tlman in.s t i t l1 li{)n~ arc the c rc:H io ll 01" thi s group or phalanx . 

Steinbeck clahorates: "religion is the phal anx emolion and thi s is so 

cl C;l rl y understood by the church fathers lililt Ihey sa id the holy ghost 

wou ld co me when two or th ree g<lthered together" (1.11. 80) . 

Likt! rel igion. ,1f t is al so the cn..';1 ti on or Ih ~ phalanx . Stci nbeL:k 

he lieved . 

rhe arti st is simply the spokesman or the: 

phalonx . When a man hears a greut 

llIus ic . Sl'l'S great pictures , reads g re~1 

poetry. he lllses his idclltity in Ihnt or the 

phal:lon x ... it is inva rillb ly a feeling of 

UIlC llCSS with OIll'S phalanx . Fur Ill a n is 
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IImely when he is l:lll ufT li e d jc~ , From 

(he phalanx he I:Jkcs the Iluid necessary 

(0 his lire . (1.11. R2) 

Stei nbeck':;; grOl ljl cOIH:cpl llnd plw lanx theory arc thus 

c:-scn ti ally soci;1I. I'eter Lisca rightly C(lm l11ellt~ 0 11 Steinheck's st)(;ial 

philo5uphy and phn lanx theory. "Steinhcck is always consc ious Ihal a 

nH\Il'S necessary intliv idul\!ily is l1l eanillgless apart rrol11 his social 

contex t" ([ 29), Stcinbe<.:k himselr \1lso believed that " man is a double 

Iilin g. a group anillla! an ti :111 individual <It the Sr1 !l1e time, And il 

occurs to me that he ca ll1lot be success full y (he sec(.mu ull ti l he has 

fu[fi ll ed the first" ("Som(' Tlwughts 011 Juvenile Delinquency" The 

So(urdo), Ikl'it' H', MilY 28, 1(55), 

'I his concept of the group and the indiv idual is used in In 

f)//hio//\' naffle 10 ex plai n mob psychology. London says. " take one 

g.u )' Ihal Y(ll l know eve'thing ~bou t him alld take tell mure the same, 

an you can't lell what \\-,ill do" (//)B 103) . Jim describes Ihe mob 

strikers ns "jllst one big an imal. g.u ing. down thc road , Just ~ II OIlC 

animal" (IOn 103), Mac el abol'(1 (cs this ide .. : " that ' s ri ght wll<l t you 

said. II is (l big animal. It 's different from the man in il. And it's 

stronger than a ll man put toge th er. It docs not wnn t the SI\!ll C things 

mel! wnllt it 's like !Joc sai d atld we dun ' t know what it ' ll do" 

(lOB 10)). Doc, (he phi losopher cll arncte r who is nol involved i ll any 

of the nfrnirs, dis pass ionately observes everyt hing and specula tes 

abou t. the possible explannlion or this phenomenon, Compar ing n 

muh 10 a human body nnd the strike to .1 local infect lun, Doc 

cxpl .. in .. : 
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" I w<l111 III \\';lh.;h these gro up-nlt:n. rnl' 

Ihcy secm to he a new individua l. nol ill 

all Ii!.." single Imcnl . 1\ Illall in <I g.nlllJ) 

iS1I ' 1 himself ill all. hc's a cc ll in all 

urg:lIl1SIll tlWl isn' t like him <Illy llH1re 

Ihan Ihe Ct.'lIs in yu tll' hlHI), arc like 

you .. ... " II might he like Ihi s. Mac : 

\\ hen gro up-mall wallis 10 move, he 

ll1nkcs a standard. 'God wi ll s that we 

rccaplllJ'e the Iloly Lancr; (H he says 

'we: fig ht to lImkc the , .... urld snfe or 

Jel1j(1cr; .. H~y·. or he 5:'1)'S. ' we will wipe 

oul soc ia l injustice wi th communism.' 

But the group ducs Imt care ahou t lite 

1101), Lnnd or Oemocracy 01 

COl1llllunis lll . . May be the group si mp l) 

wa nt s to move. (0 ligh l. nnd IIses these 

worlds si mply I t) rcasslin.: the brrtin of 

indivi dll<l l 1lI <l 1l , r IDll I ()4) 

D(H:: BU rh1l1 is the spoi...l' ''llmll Ill' Slcinbcei... hi mse lf. 1 lis idc:ls 

art: repcilted by SIL'inhcd t wil'e in ,\'('/1 of COl'h'z ( 1941 ). 

We have lookeu in 10 the tide pools <lnJ 

seen the linle <ln il11 :11" feeling nnd 

reproducing ;l11d killing fur I'uud . We 

IlnlllC (hem and descrihe thelll <1 111.J oul or 

101114 w<ltch ing arri ve al somc condusiun 

Oil their hahirs so Ihlll we say, "Thi s 

spcdes Iyp ica lly J\)C!; thus ,lIld so" hut 
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we do 11M tlojeelively oh<;c l'vC ullr own 

s pccies \I S \I "pedcs " It hough we kllow 

the ill<ii vi duills (;Iirl ), \\cll. 

\\'hcl1 il seems (iwi man tlltl y he kilHiL' r to 

111<111 . that \\','11'5 may nut comc <lgtllll . we 

completely ignore the rcc(lnl of our 

species. If we lI sed the S<l111t: "m ug 

ohsCl'v:lliull un ourselves tlml we d i.l on 

he rmit crabs. we would he fot'Ced 10 s<l y. 

wi lh the infnrm:ltion <t l hnnd " It IS one 

Jiagnostie Ir<li! of /1011/0 S{/pieJJs th<tt 

groups vf indi .. idlli:lls arc periodic<llIy 

infec ted with a fev eris h nervousness 

which call ses the indi vidu<ll to turD on 

<tnd des tro),. Imt onl ), his own kind. hut 

the \\lorks or his own kind . (,,'eo o(Col'fez 

16-1 7) 

III their milli(llls the)' followed a patte rn 

minute as tu direction. depth \lnd speed. 

l'here !lIust ]:Ie some f<lllil cy in Ollr 

thinking of these fish as individuals. 

rllei r fUIl L' tions in the sc hool iUC in so me 

as yet unklHlWIl w~l y as contrnlk'd :15 

though the school were one unit. We can 

not conceive or thi s intricacy until we arc 

able 10 think nf the sdU)ol <I S <'In animal 

its!?I/'. rem:ting with nil its ce lls to sti muli 

which perhaps might not innucnce Ol\l: 
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li .. h ill all Ami Ihis larg.cr illlilllCl I. Ihe 

sc huul scems to have a Il;llure ilIHI d, ivt' 

lind cnds or ils OWl!. [I is more Ihilll ilnd 

dirfcrellt from the sum or its units . (S,'(/ 

II/ ('ortez 240) 

The second thing. Ihal 111 f)//hiou.I /Jaflh· deals with clearly is 

Illilll' S war against man. IIuIlH11l beillgs furm groups for survival. hut 

rur survival it se lf man is pitched ngainst tlIall; individll:11 aga inst 

ind ividual. This \ .... ;H of m;:m a~ainsl mall IS causl'd hy the system. 

Steinbeck is not very voc.,1 agCl.inst the system, nor docs he support 

the strike ns ;\ mellllS to raise wag,cs, lie says. 

1'111 lIot interested in strike ns mcans of 

rili sing l1l <'ln ' s wages, and I'm not 

interested in ml1ling al1nul justice and 

uppres~qon; nll'fl' Ilutcropping which 

imJicole the condition , [Jut milll halcs 

su rnc1hing in himselr .. , (I cite I' It) (icorgc 

Albee Jail 15. 1'135. I.IL n) 

Steinbeck lItH.'S lIot suggest any illterllrltivc 10 the "system". 

The clwr,u:lers ill III J)/I!Ji/J//J 1It/llle siand ngllinM the ~yste l11 , so they 

join the striking part)' . WJu:n asked "Why do you want to join thc 

party?" .lim iJ nSWers, "Mainly it's this: My whole family has been 

ruincd by this system" (/I)fl 4). In tht'ir war ilgain ~t the ~ystcl1l. the 

strikers are not unilatcrillly org.mi7ed as they ~h(luld be in a group. 

Itllth .' f. Ne l'iu ll says. "Even thc people )l1u're trying. to help will hate 

you most nr the limc" (lO/J 6), Neverthe less, the strikt: rs dreamt and 

worked with the "conviction that soulier nr later Ihey would win their 
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wuy oul nt' tlll' sys tem thl'Y hatcd" (I/)n 1(J) . Til l' In te r dc:,'cI()rmcll t of 

tIll! stri ke shows that thi s was l\Ilt So simple as the who le grollp, that 

is society, doC's nut work with thL' samc flilll. 

To the t1rgillllzcrs IhL' SlI'i kl' is ;1Il expe rimental case of 

Hilifying the whole sufft;:rin g cOlllll1unity who Wel111 n "l ivi ng wage" , 

who h.1te thc whole system of " bosses or a hutcher." The org:m;zcrs 

do Ilot only W,IIl! ill1l1lcuintl' "pay filiscs," rhey wall! all the striking 

people tn hL'hnvc like " si nglc unit in a lo ng war. Mac says , 

We dllll't want (Jllly tempor"r), p,ly 

rnisC's. even though we're g.1.-uJ to see <l 

few poor bnstards beli ef orr. We g.o t 10 

I;JKe tile long "icw. /\ strike that' s 

sc ltl cli 100 CJuickly WOIl', teach the J11Jn 

htlw IU orgilllizc, how to work togelher. 

A tough strike is g(lud. We wunt the 

111:'111 10 rind ('lut how strong they nrc 

whcn they \I,!Mk together., Thcr's 

Il othing. like" fig. ilt tn cemcnt the 111;111 

together (l1JI122) 

I Ill..' org:llli,.ers s Lrl's~ more.: 011 the ultinwtc gonl uf the stri ke . 

Fllr thi s purpose they igntHe !he imll1cdi~t(' su ffering of the strikers. 

They wan t III consolidate Ihe g.Hl tlp, to "celllent mall t(1gclhcr". With 

Ihis st rat cg.ic aim. they un evr.:rythillg po ~si hl e to make them a part ()f 

the gwup. rvlac advi ses Jim to be a s nwkrl', l:<llling smoking "<1 nice 

soci .. 1 habit". M .. c s"ys, " ) dOll't know ,lilY Wily Itl ~(lnen iI stranger 

down than to offc r him il smoke, (Jr even In nsk him for olle . And loIs 
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of g\ly~ reel insulted if they offer YUll a dgarcttl' and you dOll't lllkc 

il. YOII hl'ltcr start" (lJ)/J 2 1)) . 

i\lac stops to pet a dog, thin king Ihn t th is m;lY innuell cc it s 

nl!1stcr lu 11l:lp the pmly. !Iowever, he shows 110 sympathy Cur the dog 

when il ic; hornl nli ve, thinking th <l! his sorrow will Ilo t hcnefit the 

group The stri ke rs speak ill the: nJnlnwll 1ll<lIl 'S dialect wi lh th e 

helief that "men <1re suspit: illllS of a man \ ... ·ho docs lIot talk their way" 

(JIJ/J 102). 'J he !cmlers of the str ikc withdraw all illdi vi dun!ity ilild 

illdividunl vanity to I1lnkc them a pnrl of the group, 10 make them 

<lligncd with the parly and the group. M.lc·s ad vice ella hlcs Jim 10 

emerge <lS a !C'ilder. <l s lrtlllgc r lender Ill' the group with no individual 

likilljd. :lnd (kviulltln. In respollse: II) il ChiUg(.· i'rt11l1 Mal.:. Jim right ly 

says, 

l 'lll stronger tlwil you M<lc, ." hC(,<llISe 

1'111 going in Slr;li ghL li llc, yo u and 1111 

the rest h::lve ttl think of woman <lllti 

tohncto ,mt! liquor anu kCC'j\i ng. w~rl11 

~Ild red. lli s eye!; were ~s culd ~s wl'l 

ri vcr 5I tolles . (I J)JJ 141 ) 

J im could h:lVC heen a bellc!' ll.,'ader cU l1lpMcd to Mac ir hc haJ 

110t hcell killed while trying to hl(lw li p n ~ 1 'Hlg. htcr hnll ~c. With thc 

emerg.ellcc o/" .tim <1 S a leader, M:1C pro vcs sliccessfu l the pHrL y tactics 

or Illilkin g leaders liS the t~~tic s was "Leadcrship ha 51 tu come rrolll 

the lI1en . We C<l1l \C'<'II.:h them the mcthod [Hi t they've go t to do the job 

themscives" (lnlJ 43). 

Despi te ill l the sincerity nnd honesty of the (Irgillli 1.crs, the 

~trit..c dl)CS not slII.:ccetl . 
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They gol g.uns. We can'! hOlve 11() gllllS 

They gut money, The) can huy hoys. 

Fi ve hucks looks like <1 he ll or lo t of 

jnck 10 these poor hnl f-s tan cd 

h.""ds. (1/)/1 R(,) 

rhe strike rs r ... il becanse t ill' "systcm" "itll nil its men oml mnlerial 

\\ (lS against them. I he "system" hns \"i gi l;1I1t r.':r.i and the n cwsraptT~ 

for fu lse pn1pl.lga nda. rhe vig.ilan les arc 10 snfe~lI<ml tbe system 

withuu t caring j~1r the suffering strikers . Vig ilnnles me a lso il l-pnid 

poor peopl e. hll! they suppress rebel li!..111 in [he name of patriolism. 

Mile snys, 

'1 hey're Ihe slime ones Ilml hurned the 

houses or old ( ic rman people during the 

w ... r. They're the same ones th.1( lynch the 

"'cgrm:'.s. 'I hey li\...e 10 he crud '1 hey lik e 

10 hurt people and they :IIW3)'0; give il a 

ni ce name patriotism or pn;,tccting. the 

constitution. (lnll 120) 

Steinbeck shows Ihal the ~ lfikcrs forlll <l dose knil grOllp. 

rhus, he dcsl: ribcs thl'm os IlHI\·lng. nllL! il clil1 l:.! as a il e. 

rhey mu"ed slowl), togl'!hcr and 

cU!lvc rgl'd (1II Ihe plntrllrm . Ami rl S their 

g,rollp become marc and m<lrl' COll1pat:l. 

Ihe sound ur Iheir Ill rl lly vo ices hlended 

in lo one voice. allli the sOllnd ur their 

foot !' ICj)S hl'C:UllC :1 g,re.lt rel' llc!'sllC' ss . 

(/I)/J 1(3 ) 
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I Inw,"vl:r, despite Ihis unily, the st riker s arl' 110t "" 1:0111p"l;l ns 

t\\,Il: alld .lim wal1l Ihclll . They nrc, for instann. susriciou~ abollt Ihe 

Icd Cll-llll'lll in thelll. Whitcf'oll'hl'lId says. 

Wcll. I think thai dm:lUr IS a rcd . \\ lH1"" 

a d lH.:to r W"llt~ nul here he docs nul gel 

.111) pay . Well. wll()'5 paying. thel11 .. . May 

he he's getting. il ftlml Mn:-.l'ow. (lJ)1J 

161 ) 

Thl'Y are suspicious (lhollt their leaders. They think Ihnt "there seems 

HI be a hUlLllty on Inbor le~Hkrs. 1 hey don' t last long" (lO/J 16U). Thc 

strikers cUlild not helicvl' thc Inctical stepping or the strike leaders; 

Dans. crying nn his broken hips says. 

li p tlHlt apple ["l'C illl yuu could Inll-: was 

s trike, strike and who starts the strike'! 

You? II ell. no. I start il. Think I don', 

know. I start il when I bust Illy hip. And 

thell YU lI leavc me here alone . (I0/J 157) 

Dm:: Hllrton, a pragmatist Icader. ubservcs the wholc strike 

ohjectivdy. IIc dtles lIot Sll pPl)rt the strik..: ;:lIld the wllrl'an.: of man 

agninst man . DOl; BurtC'lIl i!-i clnse 10 tbc siriking people: he treats 

them, I1I11 "l':-lhcll1 hut llimselrm'\'l'l' heco1l1e:-., str iker. I)oc llurtnn is 

lIg.ninsl viulenee. he i:-; .. rad ie:l I humanist 

"Jim, you can only build n violent thing. 

with violence ." " I don', hclicvc that" Jim 

snit.!. "A ll gre:lt thillg,~ have violent 

beg,i 1111 i ng,s. " "There aren't any 
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hcginninl-!-s lIor <Illy clld!> ," BllI"IOIi !><l id "II 

!>ec llls III lil t: that 111<111 hilS cngOlgl'd ill a 

hli nd allll re ilri'ul st ruggle nut ur a pns\ he 

can't rC'lllC'mber. intn a future he e.lIl' t 

foresce nm lllHlcnland . AmI mill) hns mcl 

;llI d tlt,.'!ca tL'd l'vcry uh~laclc. (' \ cry ('nem), 

except 01lC' , Ilc (<111 ' 1 w; n over hirn l'clr. 

I/ow l1l:Jnk ind hales it se lf." .lim snid, 

" We don't hnte ourselves. we hale 

invested capil ;!! Ihilt h eps us dowll ." 

l1urt011 sait! , "The.: olher s ide I~ mad!: of 

lI1en, Jim, man like yuu, Man h.ltcs 

himself." (I/JU I ~4) 

Doc thi nks that ml'n \\olll<.l prcsL'fYi;' themsc:i ves if they cou ld 

climin;llc the terrible pl a~lIcs of v;olt! l1ce. /Jut hi s speculations dn not 

Icad him to Illoril l utll or commitmcnt 10 action. 'I hus he laeks the 

power wi thout \\hieh his thought is incffec ti ve , This constant 

sepnr:lIion ur power and wisdolll seellls to hr: the grl'i.1I puzzle lu 

Steinbeck , So Due Umlan wililts tll help mUll sc ll1css ly, as un Mac 

and Jim the two strike leaders, Doc UlIltllll says, " I hilve some ski ll in 

he lp ing Illiln alltl when I see sO l11e ,.,. 110 need he lp , I jll~t do it. I dU ll ' ! 

th ink nhull t il much. If a painter saw il piece ur canvas, and hc hall 

co l(l rs well. hc 'd p<li nt 011 it. li e \\(lullin't li gure why he wantcd to," 

(lOIJ I 'll ) 

Duc means that the t\\ o stril-.c Ic:ttlers wcre nut hUIll:tni sls in 

thl' Sl'nl'C Due himself is, because Ihe ir hum:mism is gu ided hy the 

party interest :1I1d inspired hy the part)' IOIclics, When Jim tries 10 

exploit the mob sentiment fur strengthening Ihe movement using the 
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tll'tllJ hudy III the htl)', .I(IY, Ihle TCitel:<;, "FIlIl \~ith the lkad hud ies? 

Iluh?" Jim insists ci1rne~lly "Wc ' ve.: go l 10 li se cvery means, Ouc 

wc've gOI 10 us..:: every weapon" (IJ)/J 14R). 1>(1(: c;.tt1l1ul c(lllsider 

.l im's sland ;IS s)mpal helic Itl humanity. '1 he IHnctil:al cnl1Setllience.: of 

111I:~e laelic: ~ uf Jim, Burhm thinks, will cnus..:: I Ill' ~ Irikers 10 agilnlc 

furlhcr t.:;IU~ing more deat hs. Burton in this sc nse IS pra&lll iltic 

heenuse, "the pragmatic 1IIcthod ... is to try, 10 in lerpret eat.: h no tion 

hy Iracing its prrn:t ical ctlllscqucnccs" (W illiam J;unes, Pragmatism: 

A N('II' Nalll (' h". .\'/JIII(! ()Id Way.I' 0/ ThillkiJ/~ 45). 

Mac and .lim sec 01 pa rt nut the whole. 'I he strike they th ink is 

the whole thing, but Doc does 11 0\ thi nk it to be the whole. Unc sees 

the individual ilnd group re lalion in a lllacl't)cosl11 ic e)Cpanse. lie 

wilnls In sec Ihe \\.l1olc thing. Duc S<tys, 

My senses arc not ahove repronch hut they 

arc a ll I have. I wnlH 10 sec the- whole 

picture os nearly as I ci\n. I clon't want to 

put thcm Oil 4he hlindcrs of gom.l of a 

thing. I'd lose my Jj(.:ense to inspect it. 

ht:C~lU SC there migh t be bad in il. Uon ' , yOIl 

sec? I wmll to he ahlr: tll look ill the whole 

Ihing. (1/)11 10J) 

Mac cannot llmlcrslami Doc ' s ap prtJilch hI \uol.. in to thing$ and 

even Is: Doc keeps hi s critical senses alert. he Wilnls to sec both the 

s ides ,11' an Ill'currence. \ '1<11.'. on Iht: contrary, is St1 much "hlinded" by 

his idealism that he says hCilled ly, ""lIW ahout the socia l injll.'aice? 

Thl' profit sys tem? You have til SilY Ihey are had Rt'vulut;on and 

CIlIllmUnisl1l wi ll cure the s(ll.' ;al injustice" (I/)/J 10J). 
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COllsidering the irnlllcdial'Y of M,1l"s :1rgtllllcnt ~nd the 

cOl1sidcn,hlc SuhSt:llllialily in r-.'I~c·s C(1I1V iclioIlS. Doc th inks Ih~ t they 

arc ,wt the only ones h~rJl1ful to humanity : vi(llellec CIS a resort to 

cr"d icatc "social inju$ticc" i:-; e~ltlall y harmful. As a physician II s in~ a 

pathological symbul I)oc snys. " Yes. and di sinfec liun "nu 
prophyln:ds \vill prevell t the ot hers. It· s different thuugh men arc 

doing OIlC . "nu Ihe germs mc dOIng others" (IIJ/J 1(3). 

Pilt"li ,]lIy ;lg.reclng with Mac , 1)\le think s Il1:'1t there ,UL' other 

things to(l . eq llall)' important to save h1l1ll :lIlity frum the on~;la ughL 

Doc thinks that the violent ways Mac takes to erml il:~te soc.:in l 

injust ice me lInjtlst ror they olltragc the sensc or hrotberhoml. the 

transcendental dream or thc dignity (If' Illiln. without which socia l 

rcf()rl11 s heeolnc meaningless. 

Among the cha racters in {II DubiO/I,\' 110ffh· onl y Doc Burton 

comeS (llit as a figu re wilh 1I dear and definite concept or all the 

happcni ngs around. l\1a..: and Jim fai l in wl1ging a waf against the 

people who "dul1Ip apples III the ri VCf 10 keep lip Ihe price. when guys 

like YOli and I1IC need an apple tn keep our (i~ )d d,lInn bDwels open" 

(lIJU 206). BurtDn !eel s tilal viulent things bring Illore violence and 

IItI pl:rmancnt !'t: lileillen t. eVl'1l 110t thl.' se lllcllll:lll Mal: and .1il11 11im at. 

Doc thinks; nothing. is :d)S{ljllle. nothing is rCrIlwlIent. li e says to 

Jim . "Thcrc 'vc heen COlllll1UneS hcfore allli there will be again. But 

yuu people Ilave <Ill idea that if YOLI C<ln est8blish the thing. the job 

will ~< dOl1c" (I/)/! IIlJ). 

[3urton once mosl \vavering ly ali gned himse lf' wilh the strike rs 

with radi..:.11 humani st ic views bill his P,.l1glllut it: standpoinl el1::lb lcs 

him 1('1 think thilt Mile's way o f so lving soci::l\ problems is not 
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ahsulule, Il l' :" :1Y~. "Not hin g SIO p~ M:1c. if yo u wcre ;1blc \0 pllt un 

ide,1 ;1110 effect. hll!lOTnI\V it \\' l)uld sta rt changing right aW;1y . 

r: sl:,h li :"h a cOlllma. :1nd the sa me gr;lu,,;1I nux \\ ill continllc" (/DR 

111.11 . 

D(H'; is here pragmat ic and argllcs in dialectical HPPHl:1ch . lie 

J (lCS not rC'~t on any dogl1l:l nor is he a conservativc. l ie keeps his 

eyes opcn and ~CIISCS wide. ncver confi nes himse lf III any 

p:1roch inlislil. In thc present world context. Mac .mt! .lim ha ve only 

dreams and illusiulls ahollt COIl1!lll lllism. ,vhill' too much of par ly 

dict.Horship and p;lrty hureaucracy III cst;lbli :"hed comlllunist 

COlllllrics h:1d " righ t ch:mging <1\\,;'1>" ami l'hallgcd to di sintcgr;ltion 

which on ly Doc Burton cou ld npprchcnd long ago. Ili s p(lwerful 

practical sense ;1m] method of interpreting the soc;;l 1 evcnts never 

"b lind" him tn megalomania. alill hi s sh<l rp imagination enables him 

to hc(;olll e <I pragmati st philosopher. superSl:tling the raJi (.;ai ill usion 

of the strikers. 

Doc Burton is the spokesman of Steinbc(.;k. Wha t Stcinve(;k 

thought (If' radicnl movements, hl1lnnnislll ,ll1d pragmatism is revealed 

th rough the 'lUll-invol veJ hUI closely <lW\dcd con1;1(;1 o f Doc B urton 

with lhe strik ing fnait pi(:kers. Steinheck did not believe in 

cOl1llllu ni ~1ll as the only solu ti on of llHln' s socio-ccollomic problellls , 

! Ie never dcvi<llcd from hi s helief. Fifteen years alh:r he Iwd written 

111 /JllhiollS Ua"le. Steinbe(;k prcdictell in .foul'm" oj' a Nm'el tlm t 

COlllllHtIlislll would disintegr::lll' bCI.:<Hl sc it was 1I0t a workable 

sys tem . 

Now. mark my pn1phccy : The so c,dled 

Cummunis t system will break up :1I1d 
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des troy itsc.: 11 III h()rrihl c ci\ i I wil r " 

beC<l u~l' i. I S not 0 permanent wurlah lc 

"),<; 1("111 . i. has been ah ... ay..; Illy 

c.:nntenlioll thaI polilica l wo rl d 

gll\C rIllllCn l \\111 011 1) fo ll ()w eClIll0 ll11C 

wnrld gnvc.:rI1nlcnl alld that laggingl)'. 

I' hcle arc Illdicalions that the Soviet 

"laIc!' anti its !'i'l trllitcs <Ire hi'l vin g. sumc 

kind of inlcflln l tf\) uhlcs . J'hi s should be 

the time when we sholiid he lp oul with 

that by l1l il king or prctl'l1tii ng to make 

deal s with the dissidell ts. (.Journal o{ (/ 

NfII'eI 32) 

Like Sicinhcck I)oc <tlso call foresee that future o f com muni sm 

hcctHlSC uf his duse ClI Il I<1l' ! \\ illl flUit pld IIIg sll'i\...ers . Sieinheck was 

[111'0 close nnd familiar wi lh Ihe lahuur rl'oblcms especially of' Snlinas 

Vnllcy. I'ele r I i ~H;a suys Stei nbeck "was 11 0t I11cn:ly ... an ohservcr for 

he Imd himself worked wi th migrnn t labourers Oil I'lllu:hes, farms and 

road g.a n ~s silll.'c hi '\ hoy hll(,d" (The Wi de! World of ,\"eillhf!d. I 10) . 

Stc illhcd \\InnIs to demonstrate in III nuhious /)"rr/c, says 

Wakut , "that the lJattlc is fru itless bCCll\lSC nei ther siu e is right. The 

hwc nnt! hrnthl'rhmld (lr the wor\...crs must hI.' implemcllted by 

sOIllC'thing c1t'SCl to Iht..! I\111(.:ri(;<111 gram thnn Communism. i f it is HI 

cOll1e intn u\\In and unify Amcricnn drr.:allJ uf n 1'111 1 life lor nIl " 

(Woic u •. 247) 
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01 Alice " lid Mell ( 19371 

Sicinhcd's idea Ilwt human beings ale illctllllplc lC ami man's 

st ruggle for ctllllr ietion wit hin himself and outside himself. tim! man 

is always dri ven by dreams <l nd illusions as dynamic fo rces Ilcccssnry 

r(lr SII I' \'i\': II . and thai hll1l101n heings in tlll.:i .. nature hl!<Ir opposi te 

mtribulCs moking tbelll :1. whole ur d io lcctil:al IIllity arc illust rated in 

tile Iluvel o{AIiI.:e {lml Mell . 

Two land less mi grants. Lennie <lnd George. me the ('c l1lml 

cliarar.:tc l's o f the nove l. moving frulll the " 1I01'Ih" in search of land 

:lno \\lu rk. While rich people buy thousands uf ac.:rcs of land. small 

ownership fail s before hig farming . When big fa rming spread in 

Amer ica specially ill the south. il Ilmdc slll;1 11 uwners landless forcing 

Ihem lu become fa rm In borers alld ranch worke rs. Their pleasan t, 

simi'll\: ngmr inn li fe was put to all end h) the hig rarmers nnd 

mcchani7ed l:ultiv<ltion, making thelll it workless, home less and 

rootless nO<lIing mass . George and Lennie, Illemhcrs or thi s floating 

mass, IlHlVL' 111 sea rch or w(l rk. hread and shelter. Ocurge dcsl' rihes 

the plIor ranch wnrkl'rs, "guys likt" us that worl.. 011 ra nches arc the 

h'llelicst guys in the world . They got no r'llnily. 'I hey belon)], no 

pl",e" {OM,\! 91 . 

I'IHHlg h uco rgc nllli Len nie h.we Ins l the ir land, Ihey never 

luse their drealll or uwnership; "some day- we 're gonna get the j ack 

ttlgether a nd wc ' re gonna have a Iitl\e house nnd cOllpk of ilc rcs an' a 

cow and some pigs and .. , .. (OMM 10). The)' think uf regain ing the ir 

Iusl u\\lIcrship . nil: slIllpk illiterate fellows l";ll1l1tll lIlluerslnnd Ihal 

big f:'Hllling wll uld nol reln:"t to slllall farllling 10 make thelll Innd 

owners again . Su <ieorge descrihes Iheir dream, 
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\\'1."11 hilH' hIt! \eg.e tll hlc patd l and II 

rahbit, hutch ami ehidens. And whell it 

mins in thL' winter, wc'l! jllst S<1Y the hell 

guing \\ork and we'll huild lip a fire III 

the sIn\'(; and sel aruund it alld li sten tn 

the rain cnllling down \0 Ihe roo!'. ((),\f/l1 

1 ()) 

They continue \0 dream in theil' lei surc and working hours . 

Lcnnic e<lgcrly ~ s k s almost l'vcry d ,l)" "(jeorge how 111111; it goon ... he 

till \\o·c ge l th~t little plilec and livc (11\ the 1:ltla the Inn'an - rabbits?" 

(liMA! 17) 

George affirms Lennie's dream : 

An' wc could h.wc n fcw pigs. I cuuld 

huild .. smoke house like thc one grnnpn 

Iwd, illl' when we will ki ll a pig we cnn 

sllloke the bacon :1Ilt! the hams, and rnnkc 

sausage nnd ~III like that... w~ cnn sci I a 

few eggs or somclhing ur suint milk. We'd 

just live then: . Wc'd bclong thc!!! . There 

\\ulild he Ill' Illon.' rllilnin' r(lund thc 

country ilild gelling red h) a jap cook Nu, 

Sir wc'd have our own place where we 

ociClnged ;l1ld not sleep in no bunk hOllsc, .. 

wc 'd have a little hnusc ami ,I ruom \0 our 

sclL .. It ~ill ' t t:nough land SI) we'd have <\ 

lill ie hOllse and (I room to sclf ... It ain't 

enough land so wc'd have to work too 
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h:ml. May he six , ~e\'en holll's 1.1 day. We 

\\(luld hnve 10 hlU.:" nn harel y l'1c\'en huurs 

• d"y . (OM'\( JR) 

1 hey dream ur a I"ree liIC or less labnJ' and Illore case in a 

house In claim ns their own. ·1 hcir nosta lgic il11t\~inalioll ccntcr~ 

artlund this <; l1wlI possess ion. In Tol"lill(l ' ·(or l)al1l1Y j .. sentimentally 

indifrerent Irl small rHl SSCssillIlS: in ell Min! (ll/d Men (i<"orgc and 

Lcnn ie arc sentimental I) attracted hI small posscssi{lns. 'I hi s is not a 

contradiction in Steinbeck's dlilractcrs. Rather this shows the two 

trails (If the snllle problem-pClverty . Poverty .. cis un a man in IW(1 

wnys: (lilt.: nltracls him III possessions nnt! the ut her turns him agninst 

possessiun In ooth cnscs, ' teinbeck protests ng::tinSI poverty: one 

created by the wnr nnolher hy economic reform- hoth nrc mndc by 

s(ll:ie\), . 

So when George sits clltrnl1cc-d w LJ til his drcnlll 01" imHJ .lIld a 

hou se, nnulher Wil l'll worker, C,Ulely comes to him 10 nsk ahnu t thcir 

Llre<llll Il111d, " \Vhere is a pl .. ce IJl..c thnl?" In Ihe ranch Candy hall 

wt1rked h .. rd to snvc IlHllley h) buy;] piece of InmJ. lli..' had s<lved 

about four hundred dollars. Like IJ nn ny in Tortilla PIal, Candy 

propose's In <icurg.c, ''I'd make n will an' IC:ln' 111)' share to you guys 

in cnse I kick (liT. en usc 1 ain't g.ot no relntivl" nur nothing" (O/lfM 

39). Candy, a great I1C<11'\ li h.c l)ann), ju ins George: nnd I.ennie tu 

Ill"kc thC:1Il his relatives as hl' hns no relation Oil carth. Both J)nllIlY 

ami Candy .. rc poor htll they nrc grea l hearts . C"lIlly says, "May be ir 

I g.ive YOlL guys my money. yC"lu will let me hoe in the gnrden even 

nner 1 ain't no good at it. And I'll wnsh dishes and let chickens sll ufr 

like that. nut I'll he in our own placc" (OAtAr 39). Stcin hcd 's punr 

c:hn r:U:lers :Ire h .. ppy people, but when they hecome rich they becollle 
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1{)lll'ly sofferers as Hcnry Mor~:1Il in Till' CliP a/ (iottl docs. lI enry 

Morgllil ha~ We;)llh. hut Ill' hils no pll'l.lsUfe to he shil red oy hi s 

friends. Underneath the surf'lee mOst mel! llre nol only dreamers. but 

also llllSU«cssf'ul tlre.lIllcrs I hc real heroes arc 110t those dreamers. 

hut tlll: dners . rhe heroic dClers. however. arc not those who ad only 

for persolllll aggnllldil.emellt hut those who try to do Ihel r best oul of 

nil alTcc lioll lind who fcc l cOlllpassionate ratlu:r thrill .scornful toward 

the drc;1!llers. 

Lellllie. George. Candy drCu111 Jhv<tys {If thc same th in g.. Their 

dreum is theil' driving force . They li ve ill drcnllls. work in dreams, 

and skt: r in drei1 ll1 s ill thei r bllilks. Tb is drcnm induces thclll to a 

striving. nnd thriving force so th<tt lhcy li ve. Without dreilllls they .are 

InbMing Ill flchincs. ('andy's uream is morc dynamic; he just si ts in 

the nunldlOuse slli1rpening his pend I <tnd "sharpen in g <lnd figuring" . 

S!'-!inheck shllws 111;'1 1 only dre~lll!-i and illusions arc the: li vi ng rorl:c of 

these p~)or ram:h wllr]..ers htlt their dre<1IllS iln: not idle dreams and the 

i!lu!-iions do no t n:t;lrd tIJC'Ul of their life motion. rathe r these arc 

inspiri ng. At the cud of the I!(we l. their uream is seen retll<tining 

unfulfilled hu t lIplo the Inst [hey dream. Even he fore hi s death Lennie 

rcpc'ltedly :1sks CiL'orge. "(j{1 {1Il . . lIow 's 11 g(l lina he. We gOllna go t a 

lil1ic pl.,c" (OM'\[ 6H) . 

In t:(lIllrast n~llny and his frie nds in Tortilla Fit" du nut dream 

of lallt! rind !ife; they arC ;lIll i-liI'c, asocial. and indifferen t to 

possessiun ~l1ld so(i~l positioll . 1 his tlley do ill pro! est aga inst lhe will' 

Ihnt makes thclll puor, whereas, George. Lennie. C<lI1dy and Slim in 

(!I Mice (llul Me/l dream. Dream <lIld illusions tIll une s ide ~nd 

indirference ,lIld indiglllltion 011 the (1liler <Ire the IWO ends or the 

sall1L' dist:O!lllitHl'c t.:reatL'd by jl('lVcrt)' wh ich shows tlml in many ways 
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it 111<111 can n..'<tct 1(1 PO\(,'I'I) , I\s Sh:in hcd" hdic\'cs. ti)(') Illuch 

<llIr;lc ti oll ttl propcrty makes man tuu gl'l.:C'dy. c{lilsequcnll y IIllleh tUtl 

IU ll ely , I\h~'\t of Stf,.'illhcl'I...· ... charaders hclollg. tll the ~el.:um.l £,IUUP, In 

/If ,\lin' lIIlfl Men, (' rcc~s. fur example. dues Ilot dre il lll , Creeks. "\\ hu 

was II prilud ailluf l11ill1 " «(h\IAl44) scol'nl"ull ), says 10 Georg.e, 

I sccn humln'd o r m en l'~I!1lC hy tIll the rH<td 

:111' 011 the ranches with their hundles un 

their back and Ihal S;lmc damn thing in 

their heads, Il ulIdrcds or thL·lI1 . rile y Crl llI e 

an' they lIllil :m' go Oil' every dal11l1 (llle or 

theme's gut a little piel.:c o r land ill his 

head , And never it <jot! d"11111 one of Ihem 

ever ge ls it. .Il1sllikc hcaVL'l1. ({JldAf4S) 

Creek. 50I11c,\h<l1 like Due IlUriun in /11 D"hi(lUJ Da"'e, 

hilfshly interrupts the drcil lll (If George, Lellnie. and C"ntly snylllg, 

" You guys is just kiddin' yourse lf, You'll tnlk or il alWlIl a hell or a 

lot. but YO II ' II ~C I nn l ... no" (OM,\! 49), Most or the characters in these 

three !lovels lil},h l a~aillst poverty. Ihey rcacl 10 povert y in three ways; 

indilfcrL'llcc in Tonil/" Flal, \·iu ll!l1I.:e in 111 IJII/Jimt,\' JJull/e. il l1d 

dream ill (If Mil't! (11/(1 Mell , Thcll thrce phases tire Ihe illustration "r 
the 5<111](' reaction , I his readion 10 rw \'crl)' therllnticHll y ullites these 

threc !w\'cls or Steinbeck, 

I.j~e 1'o1'lill" Flal and 111 /)uhirHl.\' lJaffll!, ()J M ice lImi M(' lI 

l'C'l nsistl'ntly indic ... les poverty .15 the oil ly social problem crcating 

discquilli bli ulll in individuals, Steinbeck did not Hdvoca te the 

iH.: qu i.stiul1 ur 100 much \\e::llth, lie thought Ino much wealth and tot) 

lIlul'h ptIVt'I' I)' nrc cqually enemies (,I' humanity. Steinheck IIHlllght 
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Ihat ;\ sympath el ic and humani~lit.: eq uilihriulll of ridlCS and pwpcrty 

wmdd l'lilllilltlt l' pOVl'rl) . lie \\; lIlt ed Itl !'l't.' !Iw IWIlll'Il'sS people' in 

I'orllllft /-/111, Ihe landless pt.'o rl c in 01 MI('(' (II/(I Alc' n ttlld the low

waged I)Cllple in 111 f)lIhimu Uuff/e ellUttily happ)' 

In his philos(lphy alw. Sicinbl'ck is Iloll -lrilditiollrll. III almost 

all o r hi :. IHl Vc.:I S hi~ philn'\nph ica l views ,Ire l.1g.ninst the eOllvclltion;d 

views lind dogmas. In I~I MIt..:e fllld Mell h",' holt.! :;: ;'\ non-conventional 

concept of IHtlllan ellti ty. 'I he unity of George and ' ,e11nic is a unity (If 

opposite:;:. II dia lectical unity , George is " Small lind qu ick. dll l' k of 

face..: with I'c stl c!'ls eycs ~harp !itHlIlg features" ;Jnu Lenn ie is ""is 

opposi tc. it huge man, Shapeless or J:1l:C. with large pH le eyes and 

wide s loping shoulders" (O,\/M 2). Their in tc ll ec tual ahil it y is al so 

con tf;lsted like their physica l fe<1IUrcs. George is inte ll igen t but weak. 

l.elll1i ~ is a Ii'll I InH vcr)' stro ng: both or thelll arc dependent un each 

other for their enti ty, The flallle I.ellllie is deri ved from Leunard ; 

Peter I.i sea c x plall1 ~. ·'I.eonard Ill e:lns stwng:' stmng. or hrave as a 

lion :md Uenrge means " husband l11 an" ( Tile Wide World oj 

S{(' inhl'c'H . J 1-l1 So the !'i trnng Ill :m is ruled by the inlet ligent man : 

merit rules the muscle. ;Iud they together Illnke HIl entity , Olle l: nlllltJl 

move withOll1 the other. They nrc a lInity in diversity , Although Peter 

Lise,1 argiles, " it is easily perceivcd thill Getl rgc Ihe ' hushil nd man ' is 

nCCl'ssnry for I Clinic hlll it hns not \1cell pointed nul thM Lenni e is 

j ust <.l!'I nccessary to ticol'gc" (Til" Wide H'o,./d ol5ileinht'ck, 14 0) . 

J7mm a close scrlll in) or the novel it is observed tha t they a rc 

necessary for each other , (Ieor&c, disgllst~d al Lcnnil"s fllu/ishncss, 

onCe says, " I could get along so C<lSy and so nice if I did not have YOlI 

un Ill ) Inil I cuu ld be :-'0 easy" (O'\/'\! 68), But George say:-;. '" want 

y"u lu stay with me Lennie" (OA/AI 6ft) (il'orgC Ihink .. , that they 

should remain toge ther because they have a Ctllllllloll drcom to sh.He; 
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(il'tH"gC sa) ", "we gu t ;\ !lutter.. we lion', h~l\"I: Itl SII in hi.ll" mom 

hlo\vin 'i n nUT j<lc I.. , jlls' hcctlllsC wc gnt no pla t.: e elsl' 10 go. If Ihelll 

Ht her gu),s gels in j:lil they c~ nn{)1 for nll illlyhtHI)' gives n damn . But 

nut lI" " (}MM 9). Lellnic rctorts, "hut 110 1 liS, nil' Why? Because ... I 

got ) IIU tIl hllik ."ier ille <lml )1111 golll1e hI lonk nfter )'tlli. illld thilt 'S" 

((}A/Ji/ 'J ) 

So their inlen.h:rcndclll:c is oveJ'l and hence Ihe unit y. George 

eonresses \0 Slim n great denl ofthei!" IlllilY,lIrlhl'ir being broughl up 

tOl;ctitcr. (icorgc snys it 10 Slilll. the Ill i lll with " tile cillm (jud like 

eyes" nhnut LCllnie th<ll "he 's dumh as hell. hul he aill ' , erny . An'l 

ain 't so hright neither." Cic\lrgc modestly snys to Slim tl1<lt he is not 

bright, he is nol a complete br i lli~Hl t man . lie says that I.ennie has 

si mply, "madc me seem (ind damn Sillart :llong side uf him" (OMM 

26). 

Lil..e Lennie. (icmge is :\Iso obse:'ised with (hdr drl'illll nuu 

li ves :I lire nl" illusiClII lifc until ill the cnu llf the novel George is 

di sillusioned . I he lInl)' thing Ihat makes (ic,.'orge dirfcrcnt from 

Lennie is thnl Lennie W,lIlts to touch all thl' so n things which arc so n 

like his drc<lIllS: "he \\'anlS III tou(.:h eVI..'rylhillg he li kes. Just wunls to 

ICl'1 il " (OMk/ 27). Lennie says Clf himsel f, " I like In pel nice things 

with my Ilngl'rs. su r things .. I like to reel .'ii lk nlld velvet" (()MM 

5R). Since his dreiull s ilrc ps),chl,ktgit.:;Jlly conditIOned by the soft silk 

<lnd velvet like things . .'iO Lennie's shaded sense wanls III touch the 

softness of a mouse, or the red dress of " girl, and n plippy hut he 

rO\ll ishly hreaks them nil ilS he hreaks IhC' ir drl'illll when he kills 

Curley's wife tryi ng to feel the sortllcSS or her hair. ., he symholic 

so ftness \1 1' hi s dream Ih<11 he fcel s in thl' red Jress or the gi rl , the 

muuse, the puppy ill <Ill enlarged form is roclised in the softness nf 
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the hair of Curley 's wire and hahitu<lll) he hlcaks the dn:'lIlI. I-..ills thc 

$O nI1 C55. Lcnnie's liking for his lIre'lIl1 like soft th ings movc from 

inanimat e object li ke rcd drl's s 1If' thc girl to ;mlm.1 1s like thc nHl USC 

<lnd II puppy, fin" lI y thc), sYl1lhn li C:llly ::lrC centered in 1111.: sort hi1ir or 
Curley 's wirc . When they IlH}\'C from ill ::1111111:11c ohjects to animal s. 

they ;'Ife cl'ushed. Lennie's dream tlocs not Ilirn to re<l lit y; his 

ililimality cines not tu rn to rationa li ty. 

t ,l nlikc (jcorg,c. I.ennlc docs Iwt h<lve the in tL'lligellcc nor the 

pl::ullIinb: It ' bring the soft ness of their dream to rCid ity. '1 his 

dirferencc of intelligence docs not Ill<lke them I0l<111y divided: instead 

bo th or thclll wgclhcr constitutc :1 whole. I.enn ie's might and 

(ieorgc's wit compose a w talitY-:J tntal being. Stc inheck shows that 

quant ita tive loss or I'atiotl<llity in Lennie qua li ta tively ch<lngl:s hill1 to 

al1il11:1lily . This interaction o f <lllin1:llity ;'I lld I'atiollnlity ill qU<lntitative 

:llld qual itative degrees in hl1man nature is uni versal : they internct 

withi n Lennie hilll sel f and within I.ennie and George. Despite this 

cUl1 lr:ltiic tlllll. Lcnnit: is an ident ilY Jml Lennie ilml Gcorge together 

<l rc a total cntity. 

George C<lll 1101 hcal tuo long Len nic 's animality. He shoots 

Lennic Ihro\lgh thl' head: the ccnter (Ir hi s <llJilllnlity. George has shot 

Len nie as Lel1nie has crushed their drcill1ls :;;ymbll lically when he 

crushed Curley's wife to dealh. Ilavi ng killed I.ennie. Genrgc has 

killed h;1.11' o f hil1l~clr. li e hCl.:umes it par t, nil longer a '\lhulc. 

Geo rge I.:nI1lH)1 survIve alo ne. With the death uf Lennie. 

George h;1.s Itl depend on somcone else. (Ill n super ior worknw n Sl im . 

A t the end of' the no\'el. (leorgc le;'l\'cs the ranch with Slim. On his 

unknuwn juurncy he !leeds a willy S lim . George is im;ompletc 
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withollt I cllnie or Slim l ie dl'pcnds e ither on I ,e llilte or Oil Slim, 

eilhn 011 might Ill" Ull wiL (il'o rgl' Ihen reprCSl'IlI S the average mall . 

Although qllile t1il1'ert:111 f'fll lll the lllT:Jm5 or I.elmie. Curley's 

wire als(l d re.1 illS , Il er drea1J1 is to h,IVC !'<lshiol1ablc dresses like an 

:lc ln:ss, but she is a lonc in he r drcallL I ieI' hush,1Ild docs not shllre her 

drcams, so she wanls Lennie 10 sh:II'e he r drc<ll1ls, Hul one drcl1 l1ler 

kills :1!Hlther elre.llller. the basic dreamer kil ls tht" rom:lIltic drCnmCr;1$ 

in nattu'e O IIC allilnnJ ki ll s 'lI1o ther aninwJ; "a hewn kill s a wa ter 

snnkc. <l si lent hcm! and heak bnced down and plucked it ou t by head 

<tIllI the bcnk \vallowcd the lillic sn:lke whilc its tail wavcd 

frantic:dly·' (()MM 1 M), This kil ling SCt:IIC is n symholie contrast It) 

Lennie 's killing Curley's wife , 

Lennic's rale illustrates Stei nbeck's helier. thut nut only 

environment but Illllll(lil nature also IS rcsrlOllsiblc for his 

di!'cnlllfiIUl'e; l.cl1l1ic is hllrn v.'itil <l nnlUJ'C to ruin his own tlremns, It 

is this Il<lturc then not the ellv ironment (social systcm) which is 

responsi hle 1'(11' hL" destruction , Despi tc his r()o lishncss. Lennie 

ullders tands tilat he hilS d{,ll1oli~hcd his drc(lI11S by killing Curl ey's 

wire. Lell nie 's sufrering I:; ovcr wi th his deilth but Gcorge also 

surrers . With his hroken drc:lIllS (ieorge mumhle r; . "gllYS like us got 

no l'al1lbly, They l1lake'l liltle :;lnkc ano they hlnw it in, they ain' t got 

no itl the wnrl ' that gives n hoot in hell abuut' em" (OMM 67), 

George malic <I little staKe but blow ing in the slwde he bct:omes a 

P<'H1J' llli grant againlc~\\il1g behind his tlreillll ), past in the twilight _l ie 

starts an unknown journ<.'y and nobody knnws what he wi ll cal. Thl' 

lInlwuwll jOl1l'llc), is, howevcr, man' s eternal journey. his con tinual 

ci13l1ge (Slim fo r Lennie) hi s eternal quest ror completiu lI , n ut man 
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ne\'cr adllC'\'c~ (;omplc tion , I he olllw:ard CDl11 plCliull visualil.cs 

inward incumplctcllCSS or man , 

(icorgc is 1101 alonc. ho\\cvcr. 1.I!I1Ilic has hel'lI rep laced hy 

Sl im. Su the life prncess (lr the migl<lllt ~. s) ll1holically of 111;111 , doc~ 

nol c,:nmc In ;111 (,·ml. it t:onlinut:s. So 01 :\!tn- Wit/ M/!n is <l story not 

or dcfen t at the hands nr an irnplaeahlc nnlurc. hu t of mail's painrul 

conqucst or this nature amI or hi!) t.!iflil:tdl, l:tHlscious rejcct iull (lj' his 

tl re,lIns or grea tness and accepta nce: or his own l1l eti iot: rity. or his 

li llliwtio ll to .:1ch icvc hi s tlre'lIus. George is nut the embod iment of 

altrui sm: he is ~I common man, :'In avcrnge m,lI! of l11edi{'l(.'re nhi lity. 

llIl illt:(I1l1p lclc mnn \.\ jl hOIlI either l.en ni!! or Slim . B y kil li ng I.ennic, 

George kills pall uf himsclr. su Lellnie's death is neither tragic nor 

hrutal ns cvcl'y nvcrnge m:l11 h;ls \(l negate part of himsel f fnr surv ivn l 

~md adjustmclIl with the cnvironment For the n.'ali~l.llion of hi s 

dr,, ;ulI s. (ienrgl' ( till' :wera!!c man) ki lls I cll l1ie (thc animn lity in an 

nverngc l11:ln). for ;'Idj ll stmcn! w ith the cllvi rolllll(,IlI, hecnuse society 

cannot p~rlllit. out or pity. the destructive force o f bungling to 

operate. 

St ~ iJl ill:d, 's themes nr ,111 ind ivi t.!llil[ ·S n:lilliol1 wil h the groun 

illHl lbe unend ing Illotion of the l ire process ill Of AIle,' (//1(/ Me!!1 !Ict 

is ,I prelude tn r,,/! (il'lI/u.'s of film/II where t hese ej(,'1llCl11S are denlt 

with in 0 hronder, nigger life- process : a prolx'ssi(ll1 o r migrants from 

Okluhoma W t'lliiforni:l The l1nl..no\\njo llrnc~ l,f{icorge :lnJ Slim to 

the t {I\\'1I .. long the highway is a prelude 10 thl' j ourney of the Okics in 

rll,' (JftfP~,\ of 11',.(1/11. In (aCI, Of Mh'(' (mel .111'/1 marks Ihe hcginn ing 

of the Ill:llme period or Stcinheck 's lite ra ry career and reveals <l 

calmer l:ollsul i<iulion of his philosoph ical ideas whit:h fOlllld thei r 

be!'t espressillll ill TIl{' (jrClpes 01 Wmtll 
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Of Min' (liltl !tIt'lI Illa), he interpreted hoth a llegpri eally and 

reali stil':lIly as all t1hjct:tiv(' stor ics are ortl'n intcrpretcd but the hest 

inlt:rpret:uioll s hould he a re,distie <lnu philo$ophic interpretation. As 

a sociJlly conscious noveli st. as a natmalisl. Stcillheck wns l!lW<lYS a 

close ohscrver uf rCil ! pctJple in real lire, George and Lenn ie arc rea l 

people like Muley (jrnves ill The U/'(//}(',\' o/,lI'arlh who hml profound 

love for the 1.11ld ilnd s impl e il~r<lrial1 lifl.:. Mon:nver, wit h so me twist 

ilnd tum, Steinbeck had a elc:1r philosophy or life to ]:Ie e1l1hndied in 

his cl1<1l'actel's. M'11l iLnd socic ty he ohserved in rda tion to the 

ellvil'Cllllm::nt as all inlcractillb! phcnumcl1on, Ili s philoso phy like hi s 

'>t1(.:i,,1 t:tlnSciOllsness, protests an )' com'enlionality. 

Th" tOI1K Valley ( 193 8) 

l1u! LOll).! Vulft,)" like the episodes of 111(' "(/,\'1/(/'('.\' r{ /lem'ell and 

l1'l! Red /1(11/)', is a collection of short storics. Dcspite its appare nt 

disjum.:tive l:Olllp(l~itiol1. 1'0,,'llIn'.\' I!! {fC!m'ell pllssesses " situational lInity, 

Sil11il~rly there is thel1l11tit: unity in till' dcven short stories or Tile Lrnt;! 

Falll!)', dc-spite the apparent uisjninlcd st ructure. I he stories in nil! 1.(UlK 

Vallc), reveal Steinbeck's psychologit:<l l interest ;mu symp,lIhy lor the poor 

and the dim -willed. rhe first two storics are .. s<lti ,' ical treatment or 

psychOlogical complexities (If two rich , childless ladies whose af1lucncc 

docs not bring I~)r thclIl <lny contentment. As a novelist , Steinhcck never 

views the rich with much cstecm; rather he glorilies the poor as illihe thi rd 

story of Tile I.fJllI-! /'ll l1('y, Peep's 1ll0tiler, fur the survival ClfheT$elfand her 

child ren, \\I<ll1ls Pcep soon tn grow into a l1I<1n but, instead o f gelling her 

~on as :I man. she loses hcr 5011, Pcep is kilbL With thc tragic death or 

Peep, the reatler's sympathy is evoked for the poor 1~1mil)' . Steinbeck is at 

his best whcn he paints thc POM people. the wtlrking pC('lple and the 
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handieappt·d. Sll ill 711" I tl llg j'(/fh-v Il1 n~t u l' the liller <; Iori e~ me a 

sYlllpnthctlc dclitlcatlllll uf the pom. the worker .. and the lI1()nm~. aimed at 

rousing reader' s sympathy lor them. '1 hey successli.lll y show Sicinhetk 's 

pmfoumllnve for the poor. his emphasis Oil human rcl :uinlls. 

I he fir<;1 SlO l'y '("hrysanthcIlHlt1ls' is the psychologic.11 story uf ~ 

rich lady, Eh~ .. , who l1<1 s virtu;'lily nut hi ng to do. 1(1 gc t rid of her idleness, 

she diverts her altcntiOll 10 gmdening. especially hi ehrysanthemullls . 

While chrys<lntlte1l1l1llls arc the center of her attcntion. the center of the pOI 

mender 's I111 CI111011 is In gel a chance to mend 11 pOI nlld eilrn a quarter or 

two n d:1Y , Elisa bIlSiL'S hersc l!' with g,mlcning while the Plll lI1ender 

wanders nhout the whole day for hi s survival. I his satiric contrast of 

subterfuge amI survival cilnstitute the stMy. Uisa centers ilil her interest in 

the garden. in Ihe chrysanthemums. Shc conceals herse lr ill her (lwn smug 

\, (}fld. While wmking. ill th e.- g.mlcn she says ttl hersd f. " Yes, Ihey' ll be 

strong lili s coming year" ('/'1.1' II). In her ltllle there was ... little sillugness. 

Elisa Iws no child ttl ta kc care or and to lnve. Ilcr husband is also a 

hm·;y 111;111 witli his mOllcy making aHairs. Elisa is virtunlly a lonely 

wuman. Shl: wants to lill her IUIll: 1l10mell!S wi th the gardcn oml 

chl'ys<1nthell1l1llls. The hnrdy. hungry pot mcnder wanls to draw hcr 

allcn tioll wilh a show or love fill' the chrYS(1lllhclllllllls. Whl'1l he lidls to 

dltlW Elisa's <lllcl11ioll he ~ays. "1 ai ll't had <I thing In do tOLlay. May hl: 1 

\\,(In'l have a slIppcr tUlIight. You sce rill (1fT my rcglli:ll' l'Oad" (TI.I' 15). 

I he potlllcnJer thell takes a tridy way hi tim" her attention : 

What" s them plants 111<1 ' alll? The irril;lt iUIl 

and resistance melted from Eli:\..1s face. Oh. 

those ,Irc chrysanthelllums. g.iant whites and 

ycll(lws. I rili se them every year. bigger than 

'L llyhndy around here. (TI.V IS) 
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SCL'il1g Ihal h i~ Irick h:l~ hall :Ill dlcet Ull her, Ihe: pOI I1H.'nticr thm says. 

l.ook . I kll(,lw a I .. dy dO\\,11 the rmul .. piecc, 

h:ls got the nicest ga rde ll you ever seC II , Got 

I1cndy every kiml of tlO\\l'r but Il(l 

chrysanthelllullls, l ,ilst time I wns lllC'llding <l 

cnpper hottom wash 'lib IiiI' her (Ih .. ,'s a 

h.ml job but I do it guod) !lihe said to 1llC', " Ir 

ever you r li ll ~crCls t sO llie IlI ce 

ehrysmllhclllu lIls. I wish you wo uld try to g.t.'t 

me a rew seeds" That's what shc told JIll" , 

(lLV 1(,) 

El is;!, a sil11p le and uocile lady, believes the pOl l1lcndcr and fee ls 

Ihal, by nursing the chrys<lnlhclllUI11S, she is doing. somethi ng of m~lI1y 

people' s in terest. She gives tile pOl11lendcr li tt le sproulS or 
chrysrl ll lhcmullis p<ll'kcJ in d:ullp srlncl, This im:rcases her sd l'-s,tlisfnctioll , 

She is hnppy \\i th the plI [lllcmk r and gives him some wor~ so thaI he call 

emil some Illllncy, !-lhe alsu becoJlle's sYlllp;tthctic 10 Ihe potlllcmlcr: "You 

sleep right in lhc wagon'?" El isa ask, " RighI in the w(1 gon, mil'am. Rnin or 

sh illc I'm dryas ,1 ww ill iherc" (11")), The pOll11emk'r's words nrrecl Eli sn, 

EliS:l'S voice grew husky. She hroke in un 

him, {'V(' Ilev("'r li\'ed H$ yo u UO, hUI I kilO\\, 

\\hnt you merln, When the l1i ~l ll is dnrk -

why the Slars nrc sharp <llld po intt:d ;tnd 

there's quie\. Why you rise li p nnt! up, every 

p(,inled sIal' gets drivcn into Y(lltr body. It 's 

l ike Ihnl. (TLV I lq) 

Out of sympathy It)!' the potlllcnuer, Eli sa l!'i "boll t to toltch him 

L'<1I11passionalc I)': 
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KncL'ling, Ihcrc , her hand \\'("'111 toward his 

legs in the grea!'y hl;'lck tWUSt'Z'S, l!t'r 

he!'it<.lnt lingers ~Imosl touched the doth . 

Then the hilnd droppl!d 10 the ground. (lV ' 

IX) 

BUI Elis<l is shm:kcd when ill Ihe cvcllitl~ she goes 10 enjoy a 

hoxing nll1lpctitioll wilh her hush:md I Jr.:nry . She sees that the put Illcndcr 

lIas dl sl:ardcd IIIC ..:llrysanlllt'lllulll sprouts by tht' w;lysidc; 

Far ahead Oil thc roml Elisa saw a dark 

spcck, she kne\v , She lri('d 1I0t \0 lunk fl S 

they passed it , but her ('yes wnilid Jlot obey. 

Shc wh ispcrcd to hersl'lr sadl y, "I Jr.: might 

havc thrown Ihel11 olT thc rO.:1d . That 

\\'0\11<111" hnvc ht!cll Illllch trouhle, 110t vcry 

Illul'h . Btu hc kepI the po\." (71,. 22 ) 

Elisa reel s that shc is dcfl!Jtcd. the pot mcnder has paiuno value tn 

Elisa's ehrysnllthctlllll11s. To thc pot l1lemkr his immcdi;'ltc carning or lifty 

cclllS is more im[lort:lllt than the dll'ys,lIlthL'mUnl sprouts. 

Chrys<lnthcrmlll1s arc r:,li sn"s last resort, 1J1:r only pride alld thnl hus heen 

erullIp1t:d hy the po t I\lcnder. She is los\. She fecl s she has nothing in the 

world: :111 her pride has gOlle, all her disgui!'cd nusillcs!) is l(lsl. Shc 

hecomcs a! olle, all alone agilin . So before hL'\, hushand Ilemy she hides her 

defcat or a fragile vanity and "Ionl"ness: "she {llmeU up her coat collar so 

he could !lot .'I CC thaL she was crying weak ly like ,111 old \\lonl:1.l1" (TlY23). 

Steinheek ill his \"Tiling style sometimes rancorously trcated the 

alonencss of thc rich people when they hille the ir ~ l ol1clless with a f(lke 

vOlni ty (\s he did in nrc ('/II' (if (;oJd. James Gmy ohserves, "Stei nbeck 

chose sometll1les 1(1 present ill the forlll or rancorous comedy his deeply 
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ft.'1! prut e<;t al!;lin~1 the lal <:.l' v:ll\11, .... , "rlhc property minded world:' (5). In 

'/1/(.' l.fI/lX I'al/<,)" Stcinhcd .. trc.1t '\ 1:lis;I's altlllCltl' 'iiS ~ml defeat ill the S.UllC 

manner. 

Flis.l is Ilvt like Ma J(lad in HIt! (iml1f:.\ fI/ Wm/h, White 1\11" Jund 

hilS pOVL'rly to fig.ht with, thc childrcn 10 love and take t.:are uL <lnd 

(irall1p;1 to nurse; rli s;t has IlOIiC to ("kc care of, none In love , Eli sa's 

hushand Il cI11Y lalks nr Itlve, but docs nul lo\'e her spoJl tnllelllls ly, hi s lo ve 

is rather imposing. Stcinbcl'k shows Ihnt refll love exis ts in puverty, hut 

only Ihc c(lncept ufhlVC reigns in \\·calth . 

III the sccond story, "The While Qllail," Mary Teller j<:. anothcr rich 

lad), \\110 has no childrcn, lle r hushand is thc tmly man in their I:trg.e. well 

fUfIlished hOllse. Mary passes her days ~Itlnc in the house, whenever she 

finds her hus!)and, "she [talks] about the garden modestly, hesitantly 

almost CIS though she W(."fC Inlking. ahoul hcrsclr' (T1.1' 32). Inside her 

mind IhL'rc i~ a vacuum nml uUI:;; idL' in her house "It was ullL'rly calm ami 

eternal oul there . And then the garden em.lcd and the dark thickets or the 

hill hcgall" (11.1 ' 32). 

Elisa in " rllc Chrys<lnlhelJlllln" vested all her interest ill the !lower 

ami Mmy in '" he White (Juail" idetl ti li cd ht!rsclf with the gardell and a 

\\hite 'lllai!. To Mnry the g.<mlen is ptll't or hcl'sclr. She sn),s, " " ve thought 

aboul it so long Ihat it's part of'mc. If any thing should he changed it \\OldJ 

be likc pnrt or mC' being torn out" (111' 30). Milry 'S idcntification of 

hcrsl'll' "ilh the gankn nnd hird is 110 philusophic idenlifiL'nlion. It is a 

schizophrenic.: idenlilicntitll1: schil.ophrcnia hilS devcloped in M:lry out t)f 

her Cl lullellcss. hcr hU<:.hnnd Ilnrl) tries to Illake her rurgct the garden and 

thc bird wilh his lovc: 

lie pllt utll hc.:r hand to tCluch IIl'r. ami then 

withdrew it. "Ilu\'(' yuu so much" hc sn it.! . ami 
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th~1l passcd. "But I'm afmid of you h)()". Shc 

smiled quidly. "Yuu'? AFraiu of me? WhfH'S 

there ahmll IllC YOlI can 01: iJfraid orr' " Well. 

),011 nrc kind ()f' IllltolLcl1nblc. There's an 

inscrutability about you. Probably you dOll't 

know il yoursel f. You're kind ur tike your 

OWI\ gclf(lell-fixcd and jLI.~t so. I'm afr;]it.i to 

move around. I mig.ht di sturb SOll1e of yOllr 

pion!,' (7IV 30). 

lI,my attempts 10 understand his wife: "I wish I c{Juld sec the 

inside of your mind. It seems to nutc around, but it's a cool. collected 

mind. It 's so sure of itself' (TLV 33). M.lry also does nut make hl!r mind 

clear to "arry; she keeps a veil around herself, "NUL so awful ly sure. You 

don't know, and I'm glml YOll don't" (TLV JJ). The couple are nol as 

unified as their rhythmic names, Mary and lIarry, suggest. Since Mary 

hides hcrsell~ Harry cannot sec the inside of Mary's mind. Steinbeck with 

a rancorous comic intent selects these two names to show that they have a 

fake vanity inside their hollow personality. 

Mary lives in two separated se lves. She tries hart! to understand her 

separated selves and correlate them to a unity, to n single self: 

"What IS she thinking about?" Mary 

whispered. "~ I w('Illller what's go ing ill her 

mind. Will she get up? Nu she is just sitting 

there. The neck of that dress is too wide. see 

how it slips sideways over the shoulder. Uut 

that 's rather pretty. !(Iooks careless, but neat 

and prelly. Now she is smiling. She must he 

thinking something nice." Suddenl y Mary 
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cwne to herselr and rcnlized whnl she had 

hccn dving. She was delighted. "'I here were 

1\\0 ME's she thought. "It was like having 

Iwo lives. being able tu see myself. 'I hat's 

wunderful. (n" 33·34) 

Mary cmmol connect her two difrerent selves; so they arc 

schizophrenic. She docs not like her hushand's moncy- making business. 

When I "IITY says, she cOlllmerlt5, "When times ,ue 1mrd we make money" 

" It sounds terriblc. ,. II sounds likc taking unf"uir advantagc" ({LV 35). 

Howcver, whcn he insists that his making money is not unfair, Mary 

sudden ly <lppears very glad and pleased: ''I'm 110t ashallled, silly. Every 

one has a righllo make a living. You do what yuu do wel l" (TLI' 35). 

From their eClllversation it is dear that Mary docs not take anything 

very seriollsly, No serious issue can confine her 100 long. Her first leelings 

abuut her hWibmlll's business do m.lt last long in her mind. She seems to 

enjoy his uneasiness over his money making process. 

M • .lfy's sr.: hi.l.uphrenic identifir.:ntion with the garden continues. It 

reaches the climax when she idclltiril!s herselr with n white quai l in the 

garden, " that white quail was me, the secret me that no one ean ever get at. 

the me that's wny inside" (TLV 41), While trying tn frighten the white 

qlll.lil, I larry ullwillingly I-.ills Ihe \\lhilc qllfli l with his nirgun. Ilmry wanted 

to save the white quail rrom the wild r.:at; instead he kills the white quail. 

Symbolically hc kills Olle self or Mary which was disgusting to him. 

Steinbeck in both "The Chrysanthemum" and "The White Quail" 

sh{lwS the unrulfillment, Ihe inaccompiishmcnt that dominates amuent 

people. Despite their riches they Icnd n lire {lr disintegrated selves. This 

151 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



di s inlcgr~l1ion is not ohscrvahle III <l ily of the common folk drawn by 

Steinbeck. 

The third stury "The Flight" i!) about a boy- Peep Torres

growing into manhood. I lis mother wants him ttl grow lip quickly heeause 

the family necds a man. Il is mother maintains their f..1rms for tell yea rs 

ancr the dea th of his father. " he family with the minor chi ldren Pepe, 

Emilio and Rosy nCt!t! a man, so the mother says, "A boy gets to be a man 

when a man is needed. Remember thi s thing. I have known boys forty 

years old because there was 110 neet! for a mun" (TtY SO). Pepc's mol her 

cneollr<lges him to grow quick ly illlo n m.m .mtl shake off his Inziness. 

"some I3I:.Y cow must ha ve got into thy father's famil y, else how coult! I 

have a son li ke thce ... ,""hen I carried thee a sneaking lazy coyote Cilme out 

ilnd looked ill tne olle tlay. '1 hl'll IlIl1st lmve made thee so" (TL V 52). 

The adolesl:en t psychology of the boy Pepc was very much 

influcnced hy his mother's encouragement. To show his manhood one day, 

Pepe knives a man to death in Mrs. Roderiguez's house. What he did as a 

sign of manhood ultimately hrings death for him. The 1110lher is equally 

afraid i\t1d thrilled : 

Yes. thou art a man, Ill y poor little Pepe. 

Thou art a man. I have seen it com ing on 

thee. I ha ve watched YO ll throwing the knire 

in to the post, and I have bcen "fraid. (7lV 

52) 

!laving killetl the man III Mrs. Roderigucz's house, Pepc gets 

scared. lie wants to nee ant! his mother encollTttges the flight. When 

Pepe's sister Rosy asks. where Pcpe is go ing his mother repl ies, "Pepc 

goes on a journey. Pepe is a man now. He has a man's tiling to do." (TLV 

53) 
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The wlH)lc famil y cOllies to sec him ~lff [lnd say good hye. Pcpc's mother 

says, 

Look Illy 5011, do nol Slup until it is dark 

agnil1, Du not sleep eve ll though you arc 

tried. T<lke c<lre of Ihc horse ill order that 

he Illay not SlOp or we<lriness. Remember 

to he c<lreful with the blillcls~ lhey <Ire 

llllly tell . And forget 1101 thy prayer. (TLV 

54) 

Pepe cou ld not bear to sec the fierceness in his mOlher's face: 

Pepc lurnetl to , .. M;1llla. lie seemed to look 

for a li ttl e softness. a little weakness in her. 

His eyes were searching but Mama's face 

remained lierce. "Go now" she said "Do not 

wait to be caught like a chicken" Pepc 

pulled himself into the saddle " I am a m,m" 

he said. (Tty 54) 

In an adverse social circumSlance M[l1ll3 hau tn be strong and 

fierce: the widow with her three children IHld to be strong to survive. She 

had to take care of the f«rlll nnd the children; she needed to wear a 

stiffness ill her face until her boy grew a strong man. sturdy enough for 

surviva l. Uut beneath her stifliless she is a mother with all her love for son 

so; 

Whrll the gray shape of Pepe melted into the 

hill side. and di~appeared, Mama re laxed. 

She began the high whining kecn or death 

\\'ail. "Om beautirul. our bravc" she cri ed 
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"Our protector. our son is gunc" IL was a 

filfmal wail. It rose to high piercing whine. 

and suhsided to a 1ll0;.lII . Mama raised it 

three times and then she turned and wen t 

inlU the hOlLse alld shut the door. (1'1. V 54) 

Thc sixth story 'The Rait!' is about two rebe l labor leaders, Root 

ami Dick. The- s tory narrates how Ihey arc maltreated by their fe llow 

workers of a c.JifTerellt group. The two rebel leade rs arc li ke the labor 

leade rs 111 Dubiol/s /Jau/e . Root is o lder and expe rienced, Dick is a young 

lIIall . They take part in an operation ill which they arc caugh t 3nc.J beHlen. 

Steinbeck has sympathy fo r the honesty of these two men without 

supporting their linc of action--- their party linc. In In Dubious Baffle 

Steinbeck gave more of his moral support tu Doc Ourton who wo rked fo r 

the striking labors without adhering to their pmty line. In " Raid" Steinbeck 

shows an honest indignation against the economic system ha't'ing 

sympathy for the rebels anti their helplessness as they are misunderstood 

by thei r fellow workers. Steinbeck supports thei r means not Ihei r ways, 

and the people also do nol support their ways. Root says to Dick that his 

father had kicked him out of house for being a rebel. Il is fa ther was scared 

of losing his job. Root says. "That's the tmuble with them" he went on 

ha rshly, "They l:al1 ' t sec beyond thei r jobs. They can't see what's 

Imppcning 10 thelil . They hang 011 thcir chairs" (TLV 97). 

The rebel workers arc nei ther accepted nor understood. If anyone 

supports them at all. one supports their mcans not their ways. The rebels 

bet:ome a group of people totally cut off from the mass, even from the 

working mass; the labor class. But Root ostensibly pities those people who 

tlo not understand them saying, "Sllre. they cannot sec the ruture. They 
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c311not see beyo nd their nose" (TU' 103). Root cnC'Ourages Dick to stick to 

the party li ne Hllt.lto make bis w;wcring mind mOTe detcrmined, 

Take hold kid, You take holtl, anti listen to 

me. If some onc husts you, it 's 110 t him 

thaCs doing it. It' s tbe system. And it isn't 

you that he's hustin g. lie's laking C\ crack at 

the principle. Can you remember thaI. (TI.V 

104) 

Rnot, with all hi s cJevotio!l, tries to make the people understand 

th;11 tney fire worki ng ror tbe welfare of the people, 

"C(lInr;u.les," he shollteJ , "you' re just like 

we arc. Wc'rc all brothers ... lIis split ear 

spilled a red st ream down his neck. The 

side of his face was mushy and purple. 'Ie 

got himself erect again. lIis breath bust 

passionately. Ilis hands were stcady now. 

his voice sure and strong. His eycs wcre 

hut with an ecstasy. "Can", YOll sec?" He 

shouted " It's all for you. All of it. YOll 

don't know what you 're doing. (Tl.V 107 ) 

Rut the people for whom they think they are working yell, "Kill the 

red r:lls" (n.r 107). Root consoles his friend Oick with a Chrisl-like 

superiority, saying, 

You remember in lhe Bible, lJick, how it 

St1yS something like: "Forgive them 

IlCcause Ihey d01l ' 1 know what thcy're 

doing." Dick's reply was stern, "you lay off 
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lhnt rcligimls sluff kid." l ie qunled 

"Religion is the opium of I!. people." 

(TlY lOR) 

Steinbeck hns n sympathetic altitude tu these ,ummuniSI workers. 

lie supports their hmlcsty of purpose but ducs nut support their Wftys of 

ncli uf1 as Ihe)' lire tolally Cilt ulT from the people. They guide themselves 

wilh their party dogmns wi thout hav ing ll1<1SS support fo r their line of 

action. They make themsel ves members nf 3 clan distant from the main 

stream of the thought of the people. Steinbeck thuught for the alleviation 

of suffering of the labor class hut could not support the communi sl 

act ivi ty. Agilin he he ld a sofiness for the com1ll unist workers. 1 his 

wavering udhercnce and abhorrence works in Stcillbcd's famous works 

li ke I" Dllhiolls Bault! and in The Crapf!s of Wrath. Steinbeck himself 

cuuld nol suggest any solution for the elimination of the sufferi ng of the 

poverty-ridden people. Nor could he support the cOlllmunist way of 

el imination uf povcrty but he had sympathy fo r the pour. So Steinbeck 

wavered between ndhen:nee ami abhorrenc!: to the communist's means and 

ways. 

The ninlh story "Johnny Bear" is about a moron who can imitate 

any voice Johnny T3e<lr imitates Ihe voices of cw;tolllcrs in the vi ll age 

snloon. III retll rn he begs dr inks from the customers in the salooll . lie is an 

object of fUll . At the salllc time people l'nll kno\\' fro m him secret love 

affai rs in the village. Once, Johnny nut of his hahitual fun, lold the 

customers about the ill ici t pregnancy of an aristocratladY- AIllY Hawkins. 

Immorality in all aristocratic l~l111i l y is a maller of much public concern . 

Alex, another aristocrat. cannot tolerate Johnny ncar's foo lish fUll when he 

divulged the secrecy. It hu rts Alex's aristocratic senliment. lie objects. 

Through his objection. Steinbeck satirizes the aristol'rats; the ir inner 

ill11l1orn lity and outer Illora l slH1w: 
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"Oh, damn it Li~tel1! every town has it s 

aristocrllts, its Irlilli ly :tbuvc reprtlrtch. I.me-lill 

,lHd Amy I l:twkins mc our aristocra ts, maiden 

ladies, kind people Their fillher was a 

Congress man. I don't like this . .Johnny !lear 

shouldn ' t Oil il... Why they feed hill1. Those 

man shouldn 't give him whisky, (TLV 154) 

Steinbeck had sympnthy for half-wi lled people, for mentally and 

physic<t!ly h<tnliit:<lppcd pt:ople. In th is .~tury hlind Tom is the incredible 

pinllu player, Johnny l3ea r is all incredible imi tlltor. Steinbeck shows that 

these handicaprcd people me nol to be pitied, they have their own qualities 

to be honored tno. In The Pa.\'{ures olHeul'en Tulcrecito is such a mentally 

h'lOdic;:,ppcd chameler who C,IO paint nice things. '1 hese characters arc the 

OlltCUIllC ufSte inbeck's dc-ep love lor thelll . lle fc:C'ls that althnugh they are 

either physica ll y or mentally handicapped. they have some perfect ion to 

present gooll things. 

The tenth story, "The Murder," is the story of a newly married 

couple: Jim Moore amI Jelka Sepic. Jelka comes of a Yugoslav family. 

She is beautiful. lIer physical heauty attracted .lim 10 marry her; "Jclk .. had 

eyes as large and questioning as a doc's eyes. IIer !lose was thin and 

sharply faceted. nnd her lips were deep and S{lrf' (TLV 172). Soon there 

developed a mniadjustlllcni between Jim and Jelka. Jim find!i Jclkn too 

cold. 100 mild, too measured in cOl1vCrsntill ll. 

Jim realised before long that he could not 

gel in h)uth wi th ht'r in ;my way. If she h<td a 

lite apart, it was so remote as to be beyond 

his reach ... when a year had passed. Jim 

began to crnvc the company of wOlllen. the 
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,hall!.:r), exchange of small Ialks, the shrill 

pleasant inS1Jlts, the shamc-sharpened 

vlIlgo,ily. (Tty 174) 

Jim grew curiolls about kika's coldnes.<r;, about her indirrerence 

towards hir. Trying to learn why she is cold tuwards him, one night Jim 

leaves the house. lie tclls Jclka that he is coming back the next noon. [Jut 

m;hmlly he doC's not Icave the hnuse. I Ie hides hitllsel r. rhus he discovers 

Jcl"a sleeping wi th her cousin in their bedroom. Jim siloots and kills 

Jclka's cOllsin and heals Jclka severely. 

The moral texture of the story did not seem sound to Linelon R. 

Gibhs who says 

"The Murder" is loIn I nnachronism. An 

inj ured husband vindicates his honour by 

ncally puncturing the skull of his wife's lovcr 

with a rine bullct Rnd beating his wife wi thin 

an inch or her lilc wilh a bull-whip. The 

sheriff puts Ihe murderer 11I1dcr arrcst as a 

matter or form hut assures him that no 

conviction ever re su lts in such cascs. And the 

couple live happily cver after. This tale 

contains cvery element or an antiqunted 

lIIoraiil)" including the double st,mdard or 

sex, lor thc husband was not himself a model 

of marital fidelity , (Sleil1hed amll/i,\' Crilit:s 

99) 

Lindon R. (jibhs is 100 stern a moralist: he rc\iews Steinbeck's 

moral standard from his own \'iew point. Stcinbc,,;k never accepted 

morality as n set of cerwin ru les to bc imposed upon, Steinbeck held a 
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liberal vicw or morality. Thinking Ihnl hUlllall Ilnlure is nol l:ol1troll <..'d hy 

st rict mural rules. il never anidcs hy lhe moml ru les. Stci nbcck hcld that 

human nature Ill<lkcs its 0\\0"11 moral sl<lndard accord ing to circumstnnces. 

Steinheck 's Illor,dity j" thus cirCUIl1S1<ltui<ll. his ethics arc situationnl ethics. 

lie docs not likc to be dictatcd hy the mowl mders . As a prngm<ltist 

Steinbeck trenled mmality and ethics in tcrms or poss ihilit y. pr(lhability 

<lnd practi cahility or the si tuat ion. So Stcinbeek's charactcrs interpret 

morn li ty dilTcrently rrOJ1l the cstnblished order: Jim easy for instance, in 

7he Cirap(!.fi r?/ Wrath shu ns lite establ ished moral order. So ndultcries and 

ensued sex ad ventures nrc condoned by Steinheck, sometimes with an 

indulgent smile as negligible peccadillo; sometimes with approval as 

revo lts ngainst too ri gorous domestic disc ipline. 

Stei nbeck is not nn antiquated muralist III "'I he Murder" as has 

heen ch<lrgcd by Linclon R. Gihbs. 'llie charge thus is the resu lt or viewing 

the srlme thing rrom two opposite posit ions. (3erlrand Rus~ell explains why 

some murderers are nnl condemned to death: 

Shall a man kill hi s wire' s lover? The 

Church says no, the law says nu, and 

comlllon senSe says 110; yet many people 

would ~i<ly yes. ami juries ortell re ruse 10 

condemll , 

Why this c<'lIllradiclill\l occurs, Rus:o;e ll explains: 

'I he rules of mom Is according to the age, the 

race and the creed of the cOlllll1unity 

concerned, tn an extent that is hnrdly 

rea li sed by those who have Ilcithcl' trnve led 

159 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



11m stuciied ullthn'po logy", It is true that in a 

given I.:ommunity. an ethic whkh docs not 

lead In Ihe HUII'al ru les m:ceplcd hy that 

cOlllmunity is l:ollsit/ered illllllol':lL (Bcrlr<Jlld 

Russe ll . A 11 ()wlillt: of Philosophy. 234). 

The stories ill 71u! !.wlg "alley contain the same social and 

philosophic .. ' protest ,11Id human apre:ll of Steinbeck .. gainst the exist ing 

soci~ 1 order, inj ustices ~ml values, Steinheck shows the hollowness of 

riches, lie is sympathetic to the Communist act ivists hu t cannot support 

the lille of action dictated by the party. Phi losophicall y. he protests against 

the moral concepts that reign in the society. inJicating tha t morality is the 

name of something di screet ly termed good and had by a group of people. 

Steinheck shnws Ilmt morality has no univerS<1l stam..lard , it is situational. 

variable in circumstances. This social protest and philosophical 

consciollsness of Stei nbeck always aims at a humanistic appeal. In his 

major novels these arc embodied 11I0st subtly ,md artisticall y. 

Til£' Grape,f of Wi'll/II (1939) 

Steinbeck's master piece. The Grapes of Wrulh is the 

compassionate narration of a mi g.rant fa mily moving rrom Oklahoma 

to Cal ifornia. The new land reforms in Oklahoma made many small , 
peasants landless. Farming wi th hank loans began in Oklahoma. more 

cnpilal was invested in agriL:u lt ure fu r morc production . Small 

lanuowilers lost their I<lnds as the agrnri<ln economy turned to 

capitalist economy. Along with the Innd reform , the Oklahoma dust 

bowl made thollsnllds of families homc less. Peoplc stn rved. they had 

110 work, no food, as mCl:hanizcd cultivation made manual labur 

surplus. So thollsands uf families left Ok lahoma in search of work 
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and fnmJ 111 California. file Joad family IS one of those thousand 

fumilies . 

The long journey in The (Jrape,\' r~r Wmlh begi ns with big lines 

of motor cars packed with the belongings of the migrant fami lies. 

Before the journcy sttlrledthe men sat before the hO ll ses, thoughtfu lly 

dra\\illg linE'S in the dust while the \\oolllcn ,lIld child ren carefully 

observed the thinking men. The families did n('l t want to leave their 

land which their fore!'nthcrs had cleared and fnrmed long ago: 

"gramrn took lip the land. and he had to ki ll the Ind ia ns and drive 

Ihl'Jll away. and ra was horn here and killed weeds .,ml snakes" (TGW 

43). Out the economic systcm forced them to leave their fo refathers' 

land . 

Steinbeck does not draw the new fanners entire ly inimical to 

the slllall land uwners; thcre is connie! among thc big farmers. but 

they nre not inimieallo the small farmers ; 

Some uf the owncr Illen wcre kind 

hCC~Hlse they hated what they had to 

do. and some of them were because 

Ihey hnted to he cruel and some of 

thelll were cold hecause the) had long 

tlgo found that one cou ld not he an 

owner unless one were cold. and all of 

them were caught in something large r 

than themselves (T(JW 41) 

'I he sys tl.'l11 "larger Ihan themselves" bound lhe rich 

landowners with capital--the bank whieh is something else than In iln. 

"It harrens thai every man in n bank ha tes wha t the ba nk docs. and 
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yet the bank doe~ it. the bank is somethi ng more than man ... man 

made il but t:i.lIl1lot contro l it" ({Uti' 34 ). So the sys tem can do 

nothing for the people. who say aboul themsel ves "we' re half slCIrved 

now. the kids arc hungry all the time, wc g,ot 110 clo thes. torn 

nn ' rngged" (TG U' 43). 

Ste inbeck 's invulvement with the li ves of the l1ligmnt workers 

which had already provided thc subject mattcr of J" DlIbioll.f Baule 

became keener in The Grapes (~f Wralh. Steinbcck had di rec t contact 

with thc migrant workt·rs . II I.' him self had wo rked with them, 

obscrved thei r way of life kee nl y. III :1 letter to Lawrence Hagy. 

Steinbeck \'. ... rites: 

When I was sixteen I differed with my 

p:1rents and walked aW<lY and gu t a job in 

a ranch ... I slert in the bunk house wilh 

all the other. got up a\ four thirty. cleaned 

my stall ami saddled or harnessed my 

horses depending 011 the joh. atc my beef 

stcak for breakfast <llld WCll t to wurk. :1lld 

the wmk day was over wht:n you coulJ 

no longer ~t:e .... I Ica rn t ahollt ll H\ n . how 

some arc good. so me me bad and most 

mc sum or the both. And I Icn rn t "bout 

moncy. and how hard it is to get. (Letter 

tu I.awrencc lIagy, Novemhcr 24 1959. 

l.IL 654) 

The Grapes of Wrath is a deve lopment upon In Duhio/(s 

/Jaule . In Vllhifltts [JOllIe is It disp<lss ionate Jescriptioll or thc state of 
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the ~ trike rs; Tht' (jl'(fl"'s of If!mrh has more of eompnss io n for the 

mi grant s. While being ('omras~ion[lI e towards the migrants. 

Steinbeck showed some indignat io n agai ns t the ccn ll ulllk system . 

r cler Liscn snys. " Out thi s ('ompass ion. thi s honest indign .. tion. did 

no t carry Ste inbeck into prop .. gandi sm or bli nd him to his 

re sponsih ilit ies as a novelist (The Wide Worlel of Steil/heck, 147). 

George Mimn. however. holJs an extremc view, saying that hc "can 

think of 110 o ther no vel which a dva nces the idea of class war and 

prml10 tcs hatred of class agni l1 st class .. , more than does The (irape.\· 

0/ W,.mh" (MinHI, 17). 

After the publication of The (jrape,\· of Wrmh, Stei nhec k was 

criticized as a pro pagandist and a li ar. III Ap ril 1940, Mrs. Franklin 

R()osevelt made an in spection lour to California mi grant camps. 

Accord ing to 7lre New fOl'k Times of April 3, 1940 when a reporter 

ques tioned her she replied '" never ha ve tho ught 11Je Grapes 0/ 

Wrath was ex.aggera ted" (UL 202). Ste inbeck thanked Mrs . 

Rooscvell. writing. 

Meanwhile may I thank you for yo ur 

wo rds. I have been called a liar so 

constantly that sometimes wonder 

whether I IIH1Y lH>t have dreamed the 

things I saw and he<trd in the pe ri od of 

my researc h. (Letter to Mrs. Frankli n D. 

Roosevelt April 24, 1940 1.11. 202) 

The responsib ili ty of <t nove li st is to represent life. 111 Henry 

James's words " the on ly reason for existence o f the nuve l IS that it 

does attempt to rep resent life" (Quuted in . Wellck 220). Steinheck 
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represented the lire of the migrants: his presentation IS arti stic not 

prupaganJisl. 

Stcinbcck dcnied that his wo rk was propagandist saYlIlg, " ) 

cannot see how The (ir{/J1("~' of Wrlllh can bc Jewish propaganda bu t 

then I have hcnrJ it called a communist propagalll.la also" (Lette r to 

Reverend L.M . Birk head May 7. 1<)4() 1.11. 2(})). While feeling 

eompassioll<ltely for the miseries or the mi grants, Steinbeck proposed 

po licy changes in a k' llcr to President Ro()scvelt . 

In the light of this cxpc.-r icncc and ag<li nst 

a hackgrollnd or intcrnatiolln J situation. I 

am fired to the conclusion that a crisis is 

imminent in the Western Ilemisphere. 

and to be met only by an immediate 

controlled. considered and directed 

method ami policy. (Leller to Frankli n 

Roosevcit. June 1940. I.IL 206) 

Thi s proposa l clnrifies Steinbeck 's responsihility as a socially 

conscIOus novelis t. Steinbeck 's radica lism did not advocate 

fU1H.hllnental change of the system . Instead. he proposed some 

"control" over the system so Ihal it could minimi ze the suffer ing of 

the poor migrants. It is thus unjust to hold any e;<treme view like 

George Miran that The Grapes of IJ'rllll/ "advanccs lhe idea of class 

wm and promotes hatred of class against class." Steinbeck's main 

approach is fur somc "considered and directed" concession, fo r some 

humanist ic and sympathetic steps. Stanley Edgar lIyman has justly 

upposed George Miran sayi ng. 
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Actually a careful reading makes dear 

the ccntrnl message of The (iral'c,\ 0/ 

Wra,h is an appeill 10 the owning class to 

behuve. ttl become ellliglllcned rolher 

than to the working class to change its 

own conditions. ( 195) 

A careful reuding of The Grapes ol Wrmh nullifies any 

extreme or pejorative vicw of the novel. The novel presents trul y the 

suffering mi grants In umw sympat hy for them. The novel reveals the 

.1I:1rming hunger o r the migrants and it cautions lest the hunger turn 

to anger. If anger acculllulated. Steinbeck apprehended that il might 

cause a severe explosion. " three hundred thousand hungry and 

miserable men, if they cver know themselves ... three hundred 

thousnnd ... if they ever move under a leader ... the end" (TGW 248). 

The owner elass was indifrerent to the ri sing <Inger thaI the hunger 

was slowly forming. Steinheck warns the owncr class or their 

ca ll ollsllCSS: 

The great companies did nut kllow that 

the line hetween hung.er and an l;cr is a 

thin line. And mUlley that might have 

gO lle to \vages went for gas, for gll ll S. for 

ngellts and spies for blm:k lists, for 

drilling. On the high ways the people 

moved like ants and searched ror work. 

for food . And the anger began to ferment. 

(TGW295) 

Stc illbcd. wrote in a letter 10 Eli zitbc th Otis; 
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Fou r thousand r;l l11 ilics drowned out or their 

tent s arc rC<l ll y starving to death the 

dc.llh or children by starvi.ltio ll III our 

va lleys is simply stag~crillg . I' ve got to do 

it. Ir I l:all se ll the articles I \vill lise the 

proceeds ror serums and such. Cod liver oi l 

would gi ve live kids .1 be Iter chance. or 
course 110 individual elTort will heir. Tcn 

thousand peorle are arrectcd in one area. 

Any way, I' ll do what I can. (Leiter to 

Elizabeth Otis. February 4. LlL 154) 

So the noad scene in The Grape.\' of Wrath is no allegorical 

1100d: it is a real flood, thaI made thollsands of people starve and 

chi ldren die. Steinbeck felt that so severe a catastrophe was too large 

ror ;;\n indiv idual' s help but as a Illall hc relt Ihal he had some 

respons ibili ty to the suffering people. Without depending a ll allY help 

rrom the government. he relt intensely that he had to do somethi ng 

for the people . Although la ter he wrote in a letter to Elizabeth Oti s, 

I am gOing to SI!C the Secretary of 

Agricul tu re in a little whi le and try to 

find oul for my own satisfaction UIl Y way 

just how llIuch or the governmcnt ' s 

alt itude IS politil:.l1 muJ how much 

humanitarian. "' hen I will know what 

course to take. (Leiter to Elizabc1h Utis, 

March 7, 1938 LlL 16 1) 

)66 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



With this genuine hlllllnnitariall reeJin~ Steinbeck thought that 

there were sume defects in tbe agrarian ecunomy of Ca lirornia ro r 

which nool! and poverty ridden people cou ld not be saved. So 

Steinbeck wrote a ser ies or art icles in The Nation, San Francisco, and 

Scm l'i·{tllciJl.'o Nell'.t for nlleviating the su lTerings or the migrants. In 

one or the articles he wrote : 

It is rervently to be hoped that the great 

group or migran t worke rs so necessary \n 

the harvesting or California 's crops Illay 

he given the right to live decently that 

they may not be so badgered. tormented 

and hurt t hat in the end they become 

avengers of the hundreds am1 thousands 

who have been tormented and sta rved 

before them . ("Dubious l3attle In 

C.lirorni." )04) 

III another article of this seTles. Steinbeck offers three 

suggestiolls for OllleviOlling the misery or the migrants that the 

economic system fwd sptlwncd: 

First that the migrant Inbourers be 

allotted subsistence rarms on whieh they 

can live and work when there is 110 call 

for migrant labourers; second , that a 

Migrattlry LabOllr Board be created 10 

help allot labour where needed and to 

determine fair wages ; third that 

vigi lantism and terrorism be punished. If 
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on the othe r hano. as has been s tilted hy ,I 
large grower. lIur agriculture rCLJuircs the 

ere-m ion allli maintellallce of II peon class. 

thcn it IS submitted th il t Cil lifornia 

agricultu re IS unsound undcr 

dell1ocracy. ("The Il arvest Gyps ies" R) 

Steinbeck calltiously observed the mi gran ts and warned the 

government thAt if no step were li'lken to lessen the poverty and 

sufferings of the mi grants it might te l! upon the poli tici'll scene of the 

(;t)untry. Stl"i nbeck writes. 

We regard this destruction of di gn ity. 

then as one of the most regrettablt: results 

of the mi grant'S life si nce it does reduce 

his responsib ilit y and does make him a 

sullen outcast who will st rike a t uur 

governmenl in any way thal occurs to 

him . ("The IIarvesl Gypsies" 16) 

The sodal reality in the agrmian econo my of California mnde 

the mi grants an ou tcast cltlss; Lincoln R. Gihhs writes 

In California the (;UIH1iti{1 1i of land tenure 

and the chnractcr of the ["ml product 

cause and magnify all the evi ls that 

indust rialism had brought earlier to 

factory towns: poverty and extrcme 

wealth. over product iun, and housing and 

sanitation. strikes and armed connier. 

pcrversion of justice in the intcrest of the 

168 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



ownc r.s. destruction of propert y Jlld life, 

danger (If viulent rcvolutinll. (SIt·jllhe(:1c 

(l1I(/1Ii.,· (',.ilie .... 97). 

In such a social milieu Steinbeck advocated for the dignity of 

migrants in Ca lifurnia so that it might not affec t the healthy social 

life of Cal ifornia. 

In no way can Steinbeck ' s feeling for the Illigrnnts be ca ll ed a 

prol etnri J Il sent iment. The communist party had only a temporary 

influence on write rs, as Eisinger points out: 

Thc experience of communist party 111 

America was that it cuu ld not dictate long 

the writers: the poli ti ca l ideas and 

psychological assumptions that were to 

ge t into their work. Writers mllst have 

reacted in the same way to the o rricial 

lille of ncw nationalism . The wi thdra wa l 

of many write rs in the fo rties to an 

apolitical s tance is a result in part of thi s 

rejection of a 'given' poli ti cal linc. The 

spirit of opposition the quest for living 

altcrntltiVl's withered in the forlies under 

its impact. (Eisinger II) 

Still then, why did the fictiun writers of the forties con tinue to 

involve themselves in sodal affa irs? Eisinger wri tes, "people 

continued 10 write fictiull becnllse they felt a nced to confront, even ir 

they could 110t reso lve. the moral :md social tensions of their culture 

and their lives" (Eisinger 13), Moreover the Ilovel 's "origi nal 
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tradition was ob'icrvntional. realisti c :1nd an:1lylical. as it drew its 

hanits of mind and mode. its mode of discourse fro l11 sc iencc" 

(E isinge r 14). So Steinbeck. like other noveli sts of the pe ri od, 

continued to write with soc ial consciousness knowi ng wel l that he 

could not solve the pronlem; Steinheck did not WUIlI to suggest any 

reform of the econom ic problem. James Gray rightly observes that, 

Steinbeck had 110 precise scheme of 

reform to expound, no nost rum \0 offer. 

As an artist he cou ld only observe and 

record the struggle of man agains t 

himself, hoping by vivid presentation of 

problem in human tlffa irs. to awaken 

minds to its crucial character. Wi thout 

assuming the responsibilities of a 

refo rmer he \\'ished to inOucnee the 

temper of the ti me simply by urging 

acecptnl1ce of some nttitudcs in Illutters of 

economic opportuni ty and attitudes 

favouring equality in the admi ni stratio n 

of justice, (31) 

Steinbeck's socia l protest is thus in The vt"upes uf Wrath 

neither a rebcllion nor a reformatory move aga inst Ihc economiC 

system; rathe r. it urges a sympathetic attitude to thc poverty-ridden 

people by the propertied. profit-obsessed class. Out Steinbeck had 

One" been misunderstood as being n proletarian sent imentalis t. John 

Ditsky defcntls Steinbeck from the charge of prole tari an 

sentimenta li ty sClyilig tha t, 
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Only the Mnrxist critics of the lOs 

could pvssibly have lllmpcd Steinheck 

together with such writers as Jmnes T. 

Farre[l ... miss ing completely the r .. ct 

thnt Farrcll in moving from 

Catho licism to Marxism, had simply 

suhs tituted one Illctnphysics for 

anothe r. Steinbcck a believer in no 

'ism~' whether political. religious or 

philosophical insis ted 111 looking 

the truth in the face, even ir in III 

J)uhiolls nallie he scemed \0 stray 

from a party li ne Steinbeck ncver 

claimed adherence to. (Johll Steinbeck: 

L~re, Works alld Criticism, 26) 

The change of manu .. ! fmming to mc(;hanized farming 

concerned Steinheck emotionally. He lell that manual farmers have a 

rar deeper connection with the so il : they love the land as a living 

thing. Joseph Wayne in 1'0 £/ (joel UnknuwII loves the land as a living 

thing. So also do Mulley Graves ami Grampa. They think that 

mechal1ized cultivation separates the cu ltivator from the cul ti vated 

land . The mech:lI1ized fanner "cou ld not see the land as it was, he 

could not smell th e: land as it smelled; hi s fect di<.l not stamp the clods 

or feel the warmth or power uf the earth" (7G/Y 36). Multey Graves 

CClnllot bear the sep<lrntiun from the I<lnti. Mulley Graves loves the 

Jand, he does not WEln! to Icave the land. lie says, 

I'll be aroun' I says [ '\I be amun' till hell 

freezes over. I'here ain '\ no body can run a 
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guy namc (iravcs outa this Cllulltry. An' 

thcy ain't donc it neither. If thcy throw me 

o il I'll come hilck. an they figure I'll he 

quite underground, why I'll tnke couplc 

there or the sons of hilches along ror 

compa ny ... I ain't a going. My pa came 

here finy years ago An' J ain't a goin . 

(rC;W46-47) 

Mulley Gmves does 1101 leave his fore rather's land. lie stays 

there and dies thcre; like Mulley Groves, Urampa also does nol want 

to be separa ted from the l;:lnt.! he was born in . lie cries, " this here's 

my country. I b'lollg here ... I ain't a gain'. This country is no good 

hut ir it is my country. No, you all go ahem.!. I'll just here where I 

belong" (Tall' 114 ). 

Mulle), Graves and Gramp;:l could nol bear the separation with 

the land; they could not tolerate the machine rolishin& the land 

without feeling the wnrmth of land. Uut the tractor driver accepts the 

change both fur his survival and the inevitability or change. The 

\rnc\ur dri ver belongs to the same commun ity or Mu lley Graves and 

(jrarnpa; he is Joe Davis' so n. It is hi s surv ival thnt draws him to the 

tmctor "l ll e1 sat in his iron seat and he was proud of the strnight lines 

he did nOl will. proud of the tractor he di d not own or love, proud or 

the power he coukl not control" (Tein' 36). 

Steinbeck lh inks thal socio~econol11ic changcs are beyond 

human control although miln has created thcm . In describing the bank 

as an economic :lgent and the land as being conlrolled by the bank, 

Steinbeck shows that although indivithl;:l\s like Mulley, Grampa do 
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not change, change is lncvi t'lb lc . Mulley Grave's and Uralllpa's 

emotional attilchment to the land and their livelihood cannot prevent 

economic expansion. I he tracto r dri ve r on the contrary is Illorc 

practica l and pragmatic; hc accepts the change and adjusts himself 

with (he change. I he tracto r driver warns the emutionally attached 

people ' 

Times <Ire cha.nging, Mister, d01l'1 you 

know'? C'cm't make a li vi ng on the land 

unless yuu've got two, rive, ten thulls<lnd 

,le res .. nd a tractor. Cropland is 1101 for 

liLLie guys li ke you allY more, you don 't 

kick up or howl because YOll can '( mnke 

Fords or because you can't make Fords 

because you're not the Telephone 

Company ... Noth ing. 10 do abou! it. YOli 

try lu get three dollar.s a day some place. 

Th.t's the unly way. (TGW 37) 

People like Mldley Gmves and Gramra cannot accept big t .. nd 

ownership, They think small farmers are clost: tn their land. 

If i\ mall owns :1 little prope rt y. lhat 

prorerty is him , It 's part ur him , and it 's 

like him . If he uwns property onl y so he 

can walk on it and handle it and be sad 

when it's not duing welL. and recl fine 

when the rain ralls on it. that property IS 

him ... (TGW 37 ) 
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Mulley Grnves and Grampa cClnnol do ,mylhing even with their 

rilles . I he tractor dr ive r ex plains to them that even thei r anger cannot 

S!(lp change : "and look-suppose yOll kill Int.''! They'll just hang you, 

but lon~ heroTe you're hung there'll be an{)ther guy in the tractor" 

(TCiIV 38) . 

The sys tem is so bi g. lhe change is so inevi tab le. that the 

hctpless Oklahoma people st:-t lld and slare. 

The tractor cu t a st raigh t linc on, and the 

air tim.! ground vibrated with its thunder. 

The tenant man stared after it , hi s rille in 

his hand. Ilis wife was beside him and 

the quiet children behind. And 1:111 of 

them stared ancr the tractor. (TCiH' 39) 

Mulley Graves cannot accept what the tractor is doing to the 

land, he cannot bear the heartlessness and cruelty or the machine. 1·le 

thinks since machine is mall made, it can be checked. 

The thing that give me much trouble WJS 

it did not make no sense. Yuu dOll' t louk 

for no sense when lightening kills a cow 

or it comes lip a nuud. That·$ jus' the 

w~y the things is. But when <l. bunch of 

111:'111 take and lock YO li up for four ),cJ rs it 

ollght to have some meaning, (TGW 55) 

At long l:'I st, Mullcy Graves surrenders to the machine, to the 

change. lie feels his opposing strength gone ~ he is bei ng hunted. 

"when you're hunting 'sull1epine' you're a hunter an' you're strong. 
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Can '\lHlbody hit i1 hlill ter. nul when you ge t IHilltet! - thaI' s diffe rent. 

YOLI ain't strong.1l1<lY be you're fierce but ain ' t ~trong" (HilV 58). 

Steinbeck docs not oppose mechanization in agriculture , he 

feel s for the individual ownershin which mechanization draws to an 

end. Steinbeck had emotional alignmcil t wi th the small ra rmers and 

thought that the big rarmers; " far med on paper ilnd they rorgot the 

land, the smell. the reel of it , and remembered. onl y thil t Ihey own it, 

remembered tha t they gained and los t (I ll it" (TG W 24 1). Despite 

Stei nheck' s feeling like Mulley (jmves, Ill CC halll zatio ll in cu lt ivation 

did not stop in Ameri cil rill her, "and in Kansas li nd Arkansas. in 

Ok l:lhoma and Tt.!xas and New Mcxico. the tracto rs moved and 

pushed the tenant s" (TGif' 247). 

Mechanization in ngricuhure is not altogethe r a bad thi ng to 

Steinbeck . He only ICels that machines separate man from land. 

Machines would not have been bad. Steinbeck thi nks. ir the small 

farmers together could have o\\.·lIcd a machi ne: 

Is a. tractor bad? Is the power that tu rns the 

long fmrows wHlng? If" thi s tractor were 

Ollrs it would be good- no l mine. Ir oll r 

(ractor the long furr{)ws or Ollr land. it 

wou ld he good . 1\01 Illy land but ours. We 

could love the tractor liS we have this land 

when it was ours. CfCIY 1(2) 

Steinbeck's social protest in The Vl'lIjJ/!.'i of W,.ath is (hus a 

protes t for sympathy. compassion and humanita rian reeling for the 

pO\Jcrty·riddell grollp of people. II is not a proletarian protest. it does 
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not advocate any class division or class war. It protests against 

disparity and appenls for justi ce and subsistence. 

Steinbeck's philosophy is parallcl to hi s protest in The Grapes 

q! JII/'Orh. Thc de\'elopmcnt or events in the novel centres upon the 

socia-economic problem. Th is problem comes to the front. nnd the 

characters Iltt itudcs to love, reli gion, moral ity and God are influenced 

by the prohlem . The charac ters make their own moral va lues, ethica l 

standard. quite different from the prevnlent social val ues . 

Jim easy, n fanne r pries t, find s himself morally degraded . lie 

finds nothing spiritual that can control human nature. easy confides 

to T 0 111 .load Ihat he slept with gil'ls almost every ni ght. He asks 

hil11scl r if the Iioly Spirit had somethin g to do on hi s natu re why did 

he repeat the same things; he says, 

I IIggered there just wasn' t nu hope for 

Ille, nn ' I was a damn old hypocrite . l3ut I 

didn ' t mean to be ... now they say layi ng 

up with a gi rl comes from the devil. l3ul 

the more grace a girl got in her the 

quicker she wants to go in the grass. An' 

I gu t to thi nk ing' ... how can the dev il gCl 

in whcn a girl is full o f Il uly Spirit. 

(TvII' 22) 

C <l SY decides he is 110 t (I sinner. 

I says to mysel f, what is gnawin g you? Is 

it the screwing? An' I says it is lhe sin. I 

says may be it nin't a sin . Mny he it 's just 
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the way the fo lks is. May he we been 

wllippin' thc hell nul ('If ourselvcs ror 

nOlh ing. (TGW 23) 

easy turns pragmatic; he leaves behind the dogmatism of 

religion. Uod and sin. li e will fully reject s thelli . .lim Casy drifts away 

rrom Clod and turns rrom Heaven (0 man; he loves man with all the 

good ,lilt! bad things in man. easy says. "No I don't knew no body 

name Jestls, I knew a bunt:h of stories hut I only love people. May be 

all men g.ot one bi g sou l everyboJy 's a part 01" (1'(}W 24). e asy then 

remakes his concept of sill : 

Sure I gut si llS. Eve r'hody got sillS. A sin 

is somepin' you ain't sure about ... ir you 

think it was a sin then it is a sin . A fella 

builds his OWII sin ri ght lip rrom the 

gratin' (TGW 233) 

Casy's rejection or morality and religion has tl coun terpart in 

Tom land's soci(ll rejectiun. Jim C'asy thi nks dirferently abou t 

reli gion. Tom thinks di rferently about socic ty. The former priest and 

the prisoner on parole <Ire united. Roth uulcasls are complementary to 

each other. Wi th these t, ... o characters Steinbeck brings lip the socio· 

economic problem which is the central is!l uC of the nove l. Pover ty 

brings thelll nearer and they decide thaI men di!lcover God not in the 

wilderness like Jesus but in the places like jailhouse. 

lIere's me betn a goi n' into the 

wilJerness like Jesus to try fi nd ou l 

sOl1lepin. Almost ~O( her sometimes, 100. 

Ulil it's in the jail house I really got her 

177 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



. .. I hcgill gelling,' al things. Somc a thcm 

fellas ill the tank was drunks, hut mostly 

they WitS there' cause they stole stufT; and 

couldn't get no o ther way ya' $ce? Well, 

they was nice felIas, )'a see An' I begin 

\(1 sec. then, iI's need thaI makes nil the 

trouble . (TGif' 397) 

easy's Emersonian oversl)ul cUIH.:epl inllllcnecs Tom Joad. 

Tom also begins to feel that he is <t part of the totnlity; as an 

indi vidual he is not morc illlpnrtnnt than the totality. Tom feels that 

his lire and death should be bound with the life and deal h of the 

C()lnlllll ilil y. This is Jim Casys's inll ucnce that Tom Joad begins to 

fcc l abollt Ihe ind iv idual and the communilY~ Tom remembers Casy's 

innuencc alld easy's sayings: 

UUI now I been thinking' what he said 

and I can remember all of it says one lime 

he went ou t in the wilderness 10 rind own 

sou t, an'he found hejus ' go t a lillie bit of 

a great big soul. Says a little wilderness 

ain ' t no good less it was \\lith the rcsl, nn' 

was whole. Funny how I rcmcmber. 

Didn ' t 110 good alonc. (TGif! 434) 

rom then decides ;lftcr Casy's innufnce. 

rwu are better tll;ln one because they 

have a good reward for the ir labour. For 

i f they 1~111, the one will lip up hi s fellow, 

but woe to him that is a lone whe n he 
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fa lleth, fo r he hath anot her to help hi m 

up. That's parI nf he r. (TGif' 434) 

Remembering their life in lhe government camp, TOIll is 

convinced tha t easy had rightly ment ioned tha t hum an bei ngs ca n 

live in peace and am ity if the re is no poverty. They ca n make the ir 

own laws iJnd disdplillt', Ihey need lUI vig ilantism to guard aga inst 

any ind isdpli ne because povert y is the creator of maximum of the 

indise iplines in a conHlHlIl ity. Tom re members C(lsy's es timati on; 

I bet' ll thinking how il wns in the 

gov' ment camp. how our folks took ca re 

n' themselves, as' if they was a light they 

lixed it themselves; an'they wa nl no cops 

waggli ng thei r guns, hut they was better 

orde r then them cops ever give. (T(j1V 

434) 

The .load fami ly and other fami lies unite into Olle la rge family: 

"the !Wl'nly families becUJllc one fnmily. Ihe children were the 

children of all . The loss of home became one loss" (TGIV 200). The 

contrast of life desi red and the li fe lived by the migrants- that is the 

life li ved in the government cilmp and li re in Iloovervi lle- is the 

Cxpusll re of Stein beck's helief that migrants (Ire nut born nasty , di rty 

and rowdy as Ihe big land owners thi nk. Rathe r they call he Ileat and 

law abiding if opportunities arc orfered such. But they are no t given 

sllch opportunities. 

Carloads of oranges dumped on the 

ground. The people Gilne f(}r miles to 

lake the fruit but this could not be ... and 
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men with h(l.'~cs squirt Kerosene 011 the 

oranges. ilnd they arc angry at the 

crime ... A million people hungry needing 

tilt:: rru it and Kerosene over tht.: golden 

mountains. (TGW 362) 

Tom Joau cannot t:hangc the social scelle all he ca ll do is unity 

wit h the poor mound. This transcendental unity of T<l m gives him a 

perfection as a mi'll. Tum says to Ma Joad, 

rhell I'll be all MOlin' in the dnrk . I'll 

be cvery where- wherever yO ll look. 

Wherever Ihey's a fight so hungry 

people can cat, I' ll be there. Wherever 

they's a cop beatin ' up a guy . If easy 

knowcd, why J' II be in the way guys 

yell when they're mad an' -- "II be in 

the way kids laugh when they arc 

hungry an' they know ~uppc r 's ready. 

An' when om folk s cat the stuff they 

mise an live in their houses they 

build- why I'll be there, sec'! God I 

am talking like Casy. Comes of 

thinkin ' abollt him so mllch seem like. 

I can sce him somet imes. (TGW 436) 

Dire poverty and misery cannot destroy the spirit or Ihe people 

III 7h~ Grape.!> of Wr(/th. Neither death, desert ion. hun ger nor 

des truction can roh them uf their spirit and vigur to live on and 

continue the life prucess. Tom Joad leaves Ma Joad hoping that he 
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Wlluld meet Jim Casy somewhere 1Ignll1 . M<I Joad is 1101 frllstr:lIcd 

before • .111 the ha/.~trd s and tragcJy, She stands firm ilnd hopes to live: 

We ain't gonna die nul. I·cople IS 

guill'oll- ehangi ng a little, may be. but 

gui ll ' right 011 ... Everything we do seems 

right at gain' on. Seems that way to mc. 

Even gelli ng hungry- even be ing sick; 

some die but the res t in togethe r. Jus' try 

to li ve the day jus' the day (TCiW 440) 

Steinbeck believed ill man, in the cternal goodncss of man. 

Ue traya l, ingrat itude and avarice in mall cou ld not spoil his faith in 

man . The hunger for riches in mall Steinbeck thinks is man's menial 

poverty. he shows pity fu r those menIa lly poor people. but above all 

he believes in man's self. Stei nbeck Si.tys, 

I he last clear definite function of man ... 

musclcs aching to work. minds aching to 

create beyond the single nccd ... this is 

man ... for man unlike allY other thing 

orgnllic Clr inorgnnic ill the lIlHVcrse 

grows heyond his wurk, wa lks the steps 

of his concepls, emerges ahead of his 

accomplis lllllcnis. This YOIl may say of 

man .. . when theories change and crash 

when selma Is. phi losophies when narrow 

dark alleys of thought nl1t ional, relig ious, 

economic grow and disin tegrate man 
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rcaches stumbles forwnrd. p<tin full y. 

mistaken ly sometimcs. (TGW 161) 

This helief uf Steinbeck in man uno m;lIlsclf has its bas is 111 

transeendentillism. hCl:illi SC transcendentali sm i.~ "an asscrti on o f 

supernatura l att ri bu tes tn the natural constituti on or mankind 

(Werk mcister 46). 

The (;r(lpes (1/ Wrafh is thus 11 documentary and realistic 

represclltnti oll o f the life of the mi grants in the Depress ion and the 

Second World War period urging compassion for the mi~ra nts 

without inclining to proletarian ism. In the novel Steinbeck's 

philosophy nllls parallel tu his protest. In fact Stei nheck's protest and 

his philosophy arc hardl), separable in his ca rl y wurks as well as in 

his n.alure wo rks. 

Geor~e n lues tone hos j ustl y cOllllllcnted on Steinhcck's 

attainment <IS a novelist in The GI"ape'i of W,.al": "Steinbeck wns able 

to crea te a we ll made and emot iona lly eOl1lpellill~ novel out of the 

material s which in IlHlst other hands h:lVC resulted in sentimental 

propaganda (George IJluestone "Nonds inlll Film" Baltimore 1947). 

U nror!U/lat~l)' tbe most honest depit:tiol1 o f life unci reality has not 

been j ustl y appreci nted hy many critics (Mimn, Wil su n). Many others 

hnve genera lized the novel as n proletarian novel (Champney. 

Oonh t) lI se). Against the labeling of lhc Grape.\" (~I Wrath I)eter I.i sen 

ri ghlly comments: 

Generalities seem to solidify so quickly 

intu stupidi ti es. A wr iter cnll only 

honcslly sny-"thi s is the way it seems to 

lIl e al thi5 momt:nts"· Sle inocck did not 
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think he knew cnough about thc si tuat iun 

and did not wish 10 relire into some 

tc rl1l inology~~ fnscism or l:t1IllIlHlI1islll lor 

eXil lllple. Il l' was simpl y li stcning. to men 

ta lk ilnd wa tching them act , hoping that 

Ihe projec tion of the microcosm wi ll 

definc the Qut lines of the macrocosm, 

and it is just conjuncti on of the 

mic l'ocosm and the macrocosm, the 

I.:oncretc and the universa l which makes 

The Grapes Wrafh i.l real nove l. 

(5i/eillheck (lml hiJ Critic,\ 13) 

A much closer reading <111<.1 kcencr observat ion will reveal that 

The Grape." oj Wrath is Illll a novel to be labcl lell wi th any of the 

terms used by the critics; ruthcr th is is a novel of radical approaches 

ai med [II hllmnnital'i ;m appea ls. 
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C1 1APTER V: THE ECLJPSE-LATE NOVELS 
( 1941-51) 

The CCOllClll1lC condition that made the background of The 

Gropes oj IVrllfh slnrtcd c.hnnging with the $ocial legislati ons in 

America. Rooseve lt 's New Deal adopted a se ri es of measures to 

change the agricultural ecullomic cond it ion. The Agri cultural 

Adjustment Administrati on was passed in 1933. The rarm Security 

Adminis trati on was udjusled in 1937 and olher administrative bodies 

were ,Hlju stc t! during the periud 1933-3810 provide vario us fa cilit ies 

and assis tance to the agricu ltural economy. The New Deal feit it 

necessa ry that the economic affairs in the coun try sho uld have 

supervisio n and control o f the government. In close co-operation wi th 

private ente rp rises, the New Deal made e ffo rt s to encourage price 

ri ses. to increase prorils and to rai se wages for increas ing people's 

purchas ing capacity {If consumer goods and thus guaranteeing 

peopk's future through programs of soc ial securit y. 

The su fferin g of the farm laborers conce rned Steinbeck most. 

The New Deal took s teps to deve lop the agricu lture secto r by 

provid ing relief and rehabililCllion programme fo r marginal and 

subm~trgin<ll fa rme rs and landless agri cul tural lahorers. it proposed 

for curtailment or fond production 10 kee p the price and wage level 

s tatic. in 1934 The Farm Mortgage Foreclosurc Act, The farm 

Refinancing Acl and hazier-Lemke Act. Bankruptcy Act was passed 

in the Congress. The Soi l Erosion Act. 1935 a imed at compensa ting 

the agriculture secto r in case o f any soil e rosion o r s im ilar disaste r. 

A ll these steps takcn by the New Deal. remarkabl y but te mporaril y 

dim inisbed the misery of the agricul lurtl l labore r:-;. The Full 
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Employmcnt Act, 1 Q4li diminished the numbcr uf unemployment in 

America. 

Su Stcinhcck's concern was shifted from 1I11crocosm (misery 

of lahorers in Salinas Valley in California) to the macrocosm: 

ontology, cosmology, existcnce of man and hi s position in the 

Universe, conflict of vice and virtue, ethicul paradox all these 

concerned Stcinbeck in his novel s or Ihis phase. 

Coincidentally Steinbeck's Sea of COl't('Z was puolished in the 

year 1941 when the United States got actua ll y involved in the Second 

World War . Sea of ('Ol't<'z ~oes on [0 philosophically inquire the 

origi n of war instinct in man, other works of this period The Moon Is 

Down, Once There was " War solidi fi es Steinbeck's ami-war 

attitude. I li s hatred of war as a curse to humanity and sentimental 

decision uf the political clites bo th ill Capitalism and Communism 

became his object of criticism. li e criticized totalitarian governments; 

hath Communism and Fascism and found humanity gnawing in the 

clutches of these two monsters. li e preferred welfare state under a 

democratic government as the best form uf government (The Moon Is 

IJOH'II) . 

Later novels of this phase drew Steinbeck to the conflict In 

man of vice and vi rtue. Steinbeck believed in inherent goodness In 

man and fount! goodness hindered by the economic Dnd social 

condition, in his novels of the first and second phase. IJut the pos t 

war scenario \\Ins quite differcIlI in the United States, which emerged 

from the war as po litical and military leader of the west and the 

richest and the most powerful country of the world , Moreover, the 

pust wnr political steps like the Truman Doctrine foullt! thaI the seeds 
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of to talitarianism nurtu red by misery and want pushing it up to the 

peak, when people fail to ge t a better life dreamt by them . The 

Truman doctr ine alo ng with the Marshall PI :l1l changed condi tions of 

America bot h nationa lly and inte rnationally . The surge of soc ialist 

thought ; .md the Marxist approach in the middle class inte llectua ls in 

Ameri ca got totally changed. Ste inbeck shifted hi s foc us from socio

economic reasons to moral questi{llis hindering man's inborn 

perfectness in the later novels of this ph<lse ( 1941-51). 

Agricultural and indust rial development in America during the 

Second World War <lnd afte r it paved tbe quick ri se of urbanization in 

America. Steinbeck's curiosity in observing the urban people made 

him critica l o f the urban va lues and urba n life , he could not 

uncritically accept the quick expansion of urbanization. urban life 

meant to him rowd y spot of revelry, wi ne and bad woman . lie found 

n sofl of moral hollowness in the life and manne rs of the urban 

middle class and lower c1(l ss people (The WlIyward flU.f). Steinbeck 

preferred rural li fe to urban life. As in £'lJf of Edell. Steinbeck 

inqui res into the human moral dilemma as man's constant companion 

from the genesis to the present cont inu ing up to 1hz future . In the 

novel s of thi s period Steinheck's interest cen tres on and Around 

science and philosophy wh ich enab led him to con tri bute some bas ic 

thought in linking up mysticism and matcrinlism . 

The rull moon the ll s tartt:d waning. growmg compnra ti ve ly 

Ics!' lumi nous. The only ill umina tion that kept the moon shining came 

from the philosophical concep ts aimed at inte rpreting the physical 

and the meta physical world in hi s own wa)' . Di scoveri ng some 

di scontinuit ies in the illterprClnlions of hoth philosophy and sc ience. 

S teinbec k concluded wilh his own bnsic philosophy- Unon-
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tcleology"-as the casiest logical process to rind the sol utio n of the 

problems of pbll()s~l phy and science. 

On ly two years ancr the publication o f rile Grape.\' Wralh 

(1939), S teinbeck's centre of interes t veered . '1 he socia l 

conscio llsness c hanged tu scientific ohservat ion. The Second World 

War shalle rcu the sucia- economic scenari o. Stein beck 's sympathy 

fur the elimination of poverty that the war had causcd could not find 

an y sol utio n acceptable to him. Moreover, as a no vel ist Steinbeck did 

not like tu uphold despa ir and despondenc y. So Steinbeck preferred 

the life of an ohserver of animal life, not as an escape from the 

present Jay rcality but as II so rt of s ide- tracking, a willful avoidance 

orthe un rest .. nd weariness o f eve ryday life . 

Stcinbeck fe ll like Edward Arno ld that "i t was the writer's 

responsibility to expose and hopefull y to co rrect the shortcomings 

and injus tices of contemporary American socie ty" (Arno ld 63). 

Having been a failure in eo rret.:ting the shortcumings a nd injus tices, 

Steinheck was looking for something else. C hester E. Eis inger most 

log ically evaluates thi s divers ion of Steinheck and other 

contc mporary American noveli sts: " Rebellion and re fo rm wcre 

un<leccptnhlc tDeli cs, and many writers saw no alternative bUI to 

wi thdraw fo rm po litic .. 1 scene ... and tu rn their atten tion elsewhere" 

(Eis inge r 7). The wa r drove the writer tu wi thdrawal ; the social and 

political scelle se rved to conlirm the wisdom o f hi s retreat. The 

whnle socio-eu hural gamut o f the .. ge was restless and unce rtain . 

Chester E. Eisi nge r summari7.es: 

The cultural life, which the writer found 

eve ryw here about him in the forties, was 
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tl)<lrked hy incoherence and uncertainty. 

lIe hall to examine the possib il ities of 

literature ill II universe of fr<lgmcnted 

bcliefs where Jnultiplicity ur "a llics or 

none at nil had long ago replaced a 

unified world view ... 

The culture of the forti es cou ld offer 

the writer neither an ideology nor a 

faith thaI IlIlist sllstain him . T he 

available ideology of" the prevIOus 

decaue hau heel) Marxism but the 

treachery of Russia had moved the 

writer (0 take the first quick step 

toward di sench<llltmcllt with political 

philosophy and politics. (5·6) 

Steinbeck withdrew his social consciousness to scientific 

nbscrva tions and to phil mmp hically ~Im\llge the observations of 

SCience, He wanted to connect science with philosophy as the two 

ways to reach the same gO;!!. To Steinbeck and other naturalists, 

Walcut mentions, "science and intui tion were equally !'milful ways to 

rea!ise man's aspiration to the tangible present" (290). 

Steinbeck's interes t in sCience. especially in biologica! 

science, was iniliateu by two things: first!y, that he had been a 

student or biological science in his University days; secondly, his 

interest in Darwinism, Steinbeck was against determinism and 

supernntura lism. Oarwinism waS a powerful form against traditional 

su pern~luraJism and the views of man as a special creation with a 
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peculiar elevated relation to his creator. IJJrwini sm encouraging a 

scient ific.: adherence to truth and fact and stressing thc view of man as 

a product of environlllent, gives little sanc tion to sentimentalizing 

and glamorizing the rol e of man. Steinbeck's attitudinal un ity with 

Darwini sm made him curious about the ontological quests; Steinbeck 

did not treat the creatioll of man as someth ing preorda ined. 

Oarwinism also docs no l treat man 's creation as someth ing d ivi ne . 

The publ icat ion of Darwin's The lJeseC'", (~r Man ancl Selection in 

Relation /0 Sex in I R71 \ ... ·us an attt:'mpt to fix man's genea logy. It was 

a denia l of the concepts of genes is of man as a divine c reation. 

Darwin asserts thaI 

Man, like every other animal, has no 

doubl advanced to his present high 

condi tion; through a st ruggle for 

existence consequent on his fClp id 

multipl ication; and he is to advance still 

higher; it is to be feared that he must 

fcmalll s\lbj ecl to a severe struggle. 

Otherwi se. he wi ll sink int(J indu lence, 

a nd the most high ly gifted man would not 

be mure s lIccessful in the battle of tife 

than the less gifted. (J85) 

SLt: inbcck' s hclicfin ' Manscll- as he narrates in The Grap(!,\' of 

/l'I'ath is similar to thi s nssertioll o f Dnrwin . 'ManseJr Steinbeck 

defines: 

The Ins t clear defi n ite func tion of ma n

muscles aching tn work, minds aching to 
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create hcytlntl the si ngle need- thi s is 

mall ... For man. unlike any other thing 

organic or inorganic in the Univc rse grows 

bcyonu Ill s work. wa lks up the sta irs of his 

concepts, emerges a head or his 

aecomp li shmcnl. (Tile Grape ... of Wr(/th 161) 

So thi s is D:uwinisll1 that innucnced Stcinheck to biological 

observation for conso li dation of his ideas on tbe creat ion o f animals 

and man. Darwin challenged the teleological concep t of 'purpose' 

and 'design' in the Universe and asserted that there was no d ivine 

force or pu rpose behind li fe. lie sc t forward the idca of evolutionism 

through natural se lection and observeu that an organism cannot be 

biologically success ful unless it is well adopted to its external 

environment. Darwin explains his theory: 

This principle or preservation. or ur tht:: 

su rvival or the finest I have called natural 

se lecti on. Natural selection also leads to 

divergence of cha racte r; for the more 

urgnnic beings divergence III structure, 

habit s and constitution by so much the 

more call a large number be supporled 0 n 

the <lrca. -- or whic h we sec proor by 

looking to the inhabitants of any small 

spo l <Iud 10 the productions natur~lizcd in 

roreign lands . Thererore dur ing the 

modifications or the descendents or any 

one species. and during the ineeSSiUlI 

struggle or all spec ies to increase in 
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numbers , th U more diversified the 

descendents heeome the better will be 

their cb:tncc of sllccess in the battle nf 

life. (225) 

In Thf! Seu 0/ Cortez Steinbeck criticCllly reviews te leology in 

the light of Darwinism that immensely inOllenccd him and af1er the 

arguments of Darwin, Steinheek disregards teleology as a phi losophic 

concept arguing for a different concept 'non- teleology.' The Sea of 

('orlez is all about Steinbeck's ontological searches, fo r Steinbeck 

speculates a bit clumsily but expansively about crention, sin, 

org.mizcd religion "nd existence of God. He began his approach with 

Darwinirm trend with deviations at the middle to end with a concept, 

which IS ;:tbsolutcly a Steinheck concept- the non-te leological 

concept. 

Steinbeck's progress from transccndententalism through 

scientific ubservation to pragmatism is due to his knowledge from 

John Dewey that, "the appeal Lo experience in philosophy was 

coincident with the emancipation of science from occult essences and 

causes ... it ~pr<1ng rrom the desire to command nature by observing 

her instead of nnticipating her inorder to deck her with aesthetic 

garlands and hold her with theological chains. (Essays in 

t;xperilllf!I7/(// /.ogic 62). Emcrsonian trallscendentalism held nature 

by tht'ologic;d chains. Since Steinbeck wanted to command nature by 

nbserving her so he turncd tn pragmatism and exper ienced life and 

nature "as immense nnd operative world or Jiverse and interacting 

elements" (EEL 7). To reach this end one essentia lly needs the 

knowledge of physical sciences, because without the physical 

sciences one's experience is bound to remain incomplete for it cannot 
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know the procc~ ~ of interacting elements . Steinbed in Sea o/ Col'lez 

scan:hed fur these i nt eractin~ clements. Moreover as il pragmatist he 

could not neglect sciences. fi ecausc .fohn Dewey says neglecting 

science " that dcal spccifi cll lly with fa cts of natura l and social 

environment leads to side tracking of moral foresee into an unreal 

self' (111I1/1lI11 NnllI/'e and CO/lriIlC' 10). 

Dewey was convinced that sc ience could provide the standard 

of value judgement. To the question. where does man discover 

regula ting nurms uf the trad itional moral and religious standards. 

Dewey answered "ror the most part the lindings of natural sciences" 

(Stumff, 4 J 9). Therefore for a rea l understanding of physical and 

social environment. Steinbeck sta rted observing nature. In the course 

of' the observation he did not treat science as merely physica l, he did 

so to fo llow Dewey's argument that " many remedi .. ble suffering of 

the world is due (0 the fact that physical science is looked upon as 

merely physica l" (IIIIII/an Na{u/'e and Condllcl 10). So to pl1t an end 

to "the impossible altempt to live in two unrelated worlds" physica l 

and spir itual. Steinbeck wilh his fr iend Ed. Ricketts we llt to Ihe Sea 

of Californ ia. lIe went there with the hope to locale the point of 

effective endeavor and to see for himself the evolution of life of 

animals-Ih t unicellular to multi-cellular and the influence of nat urn I 

ohjects like the 5ea, moon, and tide un the fonna tion of life and li fe 

process of animals anu ml1n. 

So as a naturalist anu a pragmatist he had turned to the 

phys ical sciences {'m finding bettcr consolidation to hi s ph ilosophical 

searches. Above <II! as a novelist he tu rned to physical sciences 

because the original tradition of novel. which. as Eisinger says, "was 
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observational. realistic and analytical. it drew its hahits of mind and 

it s mode of discourse fmm science" ( 14). 

Through the achievements of nalllral science. especially by 

Darwinism. Ste in beck and Ed. Ricketts tried to interpret life and the 

cosmic unil)' in the sea of California. Steinbeck says. "Our curiosity 

was nOI limited but WilS wide and horizonless as that of Darwin" (Sea 

oj Cortez 2). Steinbeck begins his search with evolution of species 

and proceeds far to the cosmic unity and finds " muon, sea and tide 

nre ol1e." 

StUdying the life of animals Steinbeck wanted to interrelate 

the cosmic entities by philosophy and seiellcc in the trndilioll of the 

latc nineteenth country American philosophers and theologians like 

James McCosh, John Bascom, Edward Hitchcock and John Fiske 

whose continuity of thought was threatened by the discoveries of 

Newton i.lnd LJ:1rwin. In sllc h a conlext Fiske took both science and 

philosophy for cosmic interpretation, the others submitted to 

theology. In cosmic interpretation Steinbeck is simi lm 10 John Fiske. 

Fiske regarded it as his life ' s work to develop a social physics 

10 dis...:ovcr the laws which govern human relations in the same 

manner in which the 1.1WS of Newtonian mechanics govern the 

physic"l evcnt~ (Werkmcister 96). Fi ske's cosmic philosophy was 

founded on the recognition of an absolute power manifested in and 

throu llh the world of phenomena and il consisted in synthesis of 

scientific truth inln a universal tru th, science dealing with the orde r 

for the phenomena l 1l1:1l1iresla tion of the absolute "power." Fiskc's 

opinion on science and philosophy is "Whi le science studies the part , 

philosophy studies the whole. while sc ience 111 it s highest 
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development mll!>t h~ a syn thesi s of all genera l duc tri ne." (39). Fiske 

thought Ihat matter is unknowab le and imlllutahle. Fiske says, "We 

only kll(lw a gro up of co-cxistcnt states of consciousness wh ich we 

cnll the pcrccptinll o f resistance. cxpill1sinn and colour or odour." 

(John Fiske. OCr/JDI:;, Vol.!, 40). Fiske says, eqlJa ll y \I.le do not 

know motion but 

We know 

conscIousness 

seque nt ial 

produced 

s imes or 

by !lunor 

alterat ions in the muscles of (he eye ... in 

the ac t of attending to the moving objec t. 

No r do we know force but we know 

continued force mod ificatio ns of our 

consciousness whic h we arc compelled to 

regard as the manifestations of force, or 

do we even know consciousness in the 

relatio n of co-existence and sequence. 

likeness and unlikeness . (O(,PBDE 44) 

Thus Fiske's observation while interpreting the " part" in the 

li ght o r the "whole" becomes a subject ive interpretatio n. T he "whole" 

he th inks is the htlsis which con ta ins the "par t. " The "whole" the n 

becomcs a n idealistic "whole." In obse rving "matter," " force," and 

"conscio ll slless" Fiske could not COllllect causa lly the in terac tio n of 

matter and force inn ucncing the consciousness. Fiske ignored the 

cOlli inued changes in matter. the nl utalion and combinatio n of 

particles within the matter. While rorce is an external agent bringing 

changes in matter, Fiskc mistook force : as conti nued modification of 

consciousness as internal orgnnic and conceptu :!.I change in the 

ohserver. Science exp la ins the l11u tabililY of mailer as a cont inu ing 
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and unending process. Even the nUdell !; and the electrons and protons 

ou tside the nttc!l:lIs are in a continued process or mutation. Modern 

nuc lear physics claims that elect runs and protons can also be 

11lutnted . So Fiske 's sy nthesis of sc ience and philosuphy; the "pan" 

and the "Whole" is thus unsc ientific ami idealistic. f iske of cou rse, 

(tgrecs that "there is going on throughout tllc universc a continued 

redistributiun of matter and motiun" (O(,J'HJ)£ 44) . 

Abollt the formation of matter Fiske thinks "any compos ite 

body is a ser ies of more or less complica ted rh ythms o f which tbe 

d ifferential resull is at first the integrat ion of its consti tuent matter 

;:lccompanied hy the rc-ahsorptio n of its motion or its cquivfllent" 

(()('/'JJIJ£ 45). Malter therefore according to Fiske is a complicated 

rhythmic cyde of "i lllcgration:' "dissipation" and "diffusion." 

Fiske's matter analysis advancing so rar could not causally correlate 

the interac.tion of matter and motion. To Fiske " the sciences were 

interesting" tbey JeJ him to the epic or nature and nat ure led him to 

Gotl . lie gave to evo lutionmy theory a reli gious turn taking his cue 

rrom New England Transcendentalism : adof'ltcd his theory or cosmic 

evolut ion to a libenJ l theology culminat ing ill cosmic theism: a 

theism which is higher and purer. re la tive ly pure r than the 

anthropomorphic phase defined by theologians (Werkmeister 10 1). 

Steinbeck held almost s i1llilar view 011 science and ph ilosophy. 

The only difrerence with Fiske is that Steinbeck ended with cosmic 

thei sm without <lny final verdict on the cxistence of God . About the 

existence of God, Fiske reaches the conclusion that there ex is ts a 

power " to which no limit in times or space is conceivab le, of which 

all phenomcna as presented in consciousness are manifesta tion but 

which we can kll{HV only IhHlUgh thcse manifestations" (Werk meis ter 
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101). Fiske further says, "a l1(1 this ahso lu te power may he ca lled 

God" (Werkmeister 1(1). Steinbeck's phi losophical seardJes endcd 

with a houl the same conclusion wi th the onl y diffe re nce that 

Ste inbeck d id not find any power any ' ahsolu te power' 10 ca ll God. In 

fact. Slei noeck was silent all th rough hi s cosmic quest abou t the 

ex istence of God . Like Joseph Wayne in 1'00 God Unknow", he was 

in seil rc h of Gnd who was unknown to him . In none of hi s worh docs 

he Ill <lke it clear whe ther he ever knew the hi the rto unknown God. To 

a pmgmatist novelist like Steinbeck, God becomes evident when he 

serves S0111e prnetical purpose, Thus Joseph Wayne in 1'0 a God 

UnklJo l1' 11 wi th a Gnd-Iike pose sac rifices himsel f for II practical 

purpo!'c of savi ng the wilsle land and the life of animal s and man in 

the wasteland. In Steinbeck's olhe r works God does not serve any 

pmetical purpose so the characte rs do nol talk of God, they do nol 

lalk of religion even, as religion does nut serve any practica l purpose 

10 t' lCI11 . In <llmost <Ill uf his novels there is a consc ious indifference 

to (jod and religio n as they do not do any work of an y utili ty. 

Steinbeck's characters then ignore religion and any anthropomorphic 

concept of God . Gud att ributed wi th human qualities. 

anlhropomorph iL: shapc is nol acceptcd by Steinbeck. 

Fiske lIsed cosmic the ism as descr ipti ve of a less 

anthropomorph ic phase of reli gious theory so <.lid Steinbeck through 

Joseph. According 10 riske the ex ternal reality is nn "Open sec ret in 

so fi'lr .15 it is sec ret. bUI in so fm as it is open is the wo rld ... while 

the universe is the manifestation of Deity, yct LJ ei ty is something 

more th~t the Unive rse." (Fiske OCI'IJD£ 224). S teinbeck accepted 

that the universe is the m<ltlifestation of deity bu t he did not agree 

with Fiske that deity is 1'ome lhillg more th ~ln the un iverse. Steinbec k 

ra the r fe lt the univcrse is part of the dei ty and deity is part o f the 
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universe. So Joseph Wayne cOlllinua lly asks, " Wlw is he to whom we 

sha ll alTer our s:Jcr ificc?" 

In combining science and phi losophy. Steinbeck. like Fi ske. 

turned to idealist interpretation or science as he cou ld nut lind out in 

phenomena the sc ientific relotion of CDlIse and effect. It shows the 

lim itation of Steinbeck's view like Fi ske 's view. While inquiring 

aboll t the underl ying pattern or things, the rormat ion or things in the 

cosmos, Steinbeck thinks the symhu ls of things, the formati on of 

things in the cosmos, the symbols and indices lI seu by sc ience a rc 

insurficient to explain the paucrn o f th ings in the Sea o/Coftez. 

Steinbeck followed the scientific interpretation of the cosmic 

evolution lIpto a certain extent. Then. again like the American 

philosophers. John Fiske and John Eloff Boudi n, he retreats back to 

cosmic un ity. Boouin's "functiona l Realism" denies any bifurcation 

of en vi ronment and matter. Bood in agrees that , 

Properties nrc dynami c relations of 

energies illv(~l v ing time and spacc. No 

indivi dual organisation. he it an atom or a 

human personali ty, lives to itse lr or dies 

to itsel f but all are mcmbers, Olle of 

another anti the whole c{)s l1l ic 

COllll11 Ulli UI1 wi lh it s super individual 

control. (149) 

Stei nbeck oversimplifies Bood in's argumcnt and without 

thinking or ["l oudi n's "dynamic relat ion" Stcinhcck says. "a ll things 

are one thing and one thing is all things; I' lall~to n ... " (Sea a/Cartez 

217). While Daod in had the opiniun th nt "the whule of nature is but 
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mutual intemction and in un inc..1elinite number of perspectives in the 

plumlity of integrating systcms of energy" ( 149). 

Despite these arguments. Boodin and Stei nbeck are s imilar in 

their vicw of lire and the cosmos. So Boud in says, "within (he cosmic 

whnlc no part li vc th unto itse lf but it li ves ;lnd dies in obed ience to 

the life allli order of the whole ..... (4) . Steinbeck says. "all things nrc 

OIlC th in!; mlll tlml one thing is all thi ngs"(Sca of ('ortez 217). Like 

Roodin , Steinbeck believed Ihat " noth ing is was ted In the 

macrocosm, the eq uation ;llways balances ... IHlr can there be, any 

actual waste, bUI simply varying forms of energy" (S(,263) . 

In many novels of Steinbeck as we ll, the best models of true 

friendship <I re found alllong the homeless people. Drawing the 

si rni liuities of Steinbeck and Comle, Russ says Ihnt, " they arc si milar 

in that both ins ist upon the necess ity of thought based solely upon 

observation, both deny the power of reason 10 cont rol man, both 

believe that the proletariat as a class is the principal reposi tory or 

social values .. ," (Steinbeck lIlIll lIis Critic.Ii 180), There is no 

evidence, however. that Steinbec k had read the works or August 

COlllle, Ross says. "I don't c1aimlhat Steinbeck has ever read ComIc" 

(Steinhe(:k lImlllis Critics 180). Furthermore, Steinbeck himse lf says 

in a leiter to the Ed itor. Colorado (jlll/nf!rly "recently it critic proved 

by para llel passages Ibat I had taken my whole philosophy rrom a 

seventeenth century French man of whom I have never heard" ("A 

Leiter 011 Crit icism," February 5, 1955 as in Steinb eck and lIis Critics 

52). 

Ste inbeck sugges ts. like Fiske. th<lt God IS not 

anthropomorphic. Steinbeck does not think God is an existence far 
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removed from the universe and accessib le on ly through the ofJices of 

an org.an izcd Church. In the Emcrson ian tradition God. for Steinbeck, 

is immanent III the uni verse. Through Joseph Wayne, Stcinbeck 

st resses God 10 Oliln . How close Joseph Wayne is to Stei nbeck 

himself. is clear when we see Steinbeck saying thi s di rect ly in Sea of 

Cortez '" am Ihe rook. I am the rain, I shuuld know when I will rain" 

(5iea l!lCorrez 75). 

Thus, Steinbeck's close observation of human beings and the 

ideas of the ph ilosophers that molded him wield together a vers ion 

tha t is essentia ll y humanistic. Steinhcck both ill hi s social views and 

ill his philosoph ica l ideas held a humanistic view, a view for 

com pnssion fur thc socia l problems especia ll y in so lvi ng the problem 

of poverty. In solving philosophical prob lems he held a simple 

pragmatic phenomenologica l interpretation . Doth are humanistic in 

appeal. Althuugh the term humanism has shaded meanmgs, 

Steinbeck's humanism may be te rmed as fund amental humanism fo r 

it emphasized on the existence of mall and a healthy human relation 

in a socic ty . In hi s phi losoph ical interpretation , he was ready to 

al:cept as mllch as concerned man in findin g hi s position in the 

Cosmos. He did not accept ideas that did not emphasize the worldly 

affairs of man on earth. So love for mAn and faith in man alone 

constitute his social and philosophic<11 ideas. His novels nre the 

cmbodiment of thi s humt1n islic appeal. In Sell of Cortez Steinbeck 

observes anima ls and natu ral phenomena with the intent ion to find a 

s imple connection between an imal s. man and nature to reveal man's 

cosmic connection as an antithesis to alienation created by materia l 

expansion and war in modern society. 
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The Sea olCo,.,ez ( 1941) 

Steinbeck <1lo ng with his friend Ed . RickclIS spellt some time 

at sea, the sea of Ca liforni a, they went to observe an imal life and 

collect va rious spec ies. In thei r quest they were insp ired hy Darwin to 

find something to corrohurate Darwin's assertiun . Stc inheck says. 

"our curiosity was not lim ited but waS <1S wide and horizolllcss as that 

of Darwin" (SC 2). 110th the friends hoped th fl. t they would contribute 

remarkabl y (0 the totality or scientific knowledge. "we knew that 

what we wou ld see llnd record <1111...1 const ruc t would be warped as a ll 

knowledge pa tl crns arc wa rped" (Se 2). Both Steinbeck and Rickett s 

instnl1cd their voyage and search in -" uch a reriod when, 

Ililier was invading Denmark and 

moving lip lowards Norway; there was 

no telli ng whcli the invasion of 

England might begin .. . Hitler marched 

into Denmark and into Norway. Fmnce 

had falleu. the Magino! line W'15 lost •• 

• We did 11 01 knuw it but we knew the 

dai ly ca tches of every bont within fOllr 

hundred mil es. (SC 7-8) 

Steinheck observed animals and tried to connect animal 

behllvior wit h humal1 behavior as nn cn lnrged form of <.Inimal 

behnvio r. The murder instinct in Ilolllo·Snpil.' ll s Stein beck ubserved 

is related to the \var ilnd murder instinct o f the Cary fish: 

It is <.I diagnost ic trail of 1I 0mo· 

Sapiens that groups of indi viduals arc 

period ically infected with il feverish 

nervousness which causes the 
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im.hvIIJuaJ to turn on and dcstroy, not 

(Inly his own kind, hut thc works of his 

()wn kind . (SC 17) 

Despite the similar ity of bcha\'ior of man and animals, 

Steinbeck docs not equate men with anima ls. Stei nbeck diffe ren tiates 

human beings from animals: 

Some spec ies like bees and spiders even 

create com plicated homes, but they 00 it 

with the nuids and process of their own 

hodies. They make littl e impress ion on 

the world. But the world is furrowed and 

cut, torn and blasted by man, its nora has 

heen swept away and changed; its 

mountains tMn down by man: its nat l,lItd 

litlcred hy the dehris of living. (Se 87) 

Ii llman heings are superior to animal s hy their thinking power 

and abil ity to change the enviroll ment. But human beings are also 

innucnced by natural phenomena. For examp le, Steinheck shows how 

Ihe nwon ulld the tides inl1uence, men, 'Ulima ls and even machines. 

Tidal effects are mystcriulis "nd dark in 

the soul and it may we ll be noted that 

evcn today the effect of the tides is 

more va lid and st rong and wide spread 

than IS generally supposed. For 

instance, it has hecn reported that radio 

reccption is relnted to the rise ilnd f,1 1I 

or the I.abrador tides and that there Illay 
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be .. relat ion between tidal rhythms and 

tht recently observed nuctua tions in the 

speed 01' 1i~I\I . (SC ]3) 

From this observa tion o r innucncc of tide Steinbeck infers 

that, "One could sarely pred ict that a ll physiological process 

correspondingly might be shown to be innucnced hy the fid es, could 

we but read the ind ices wilh sufficicnt de licacy" (SC 33). 

The 111 00 n . another l1<ltural phenomenon, Steinbeck shows, 

inlluences animals and hUllwn beings. "consider then the effect of a 

dec rease in presstJrc on gonads turgid with eggs or sperm already 

almos\ bursting and waiting the sli ght e:'(tra pul l o r disc harge" (SC 

33). 

Steinbeck thus shows tha t man is the creati on of Mlural 

objects, and natural phenomena inllucnces hi s phys ical and psychic 

being. lhe psychi c being which makes man superior to other animals 

is influenced by natu re. Like animals, mall fo r his surviv ;;d makes a 

gro up ; in the g.ro ll p there are feuds and skirmishes ror survival. " in 

hi s fil!ht for dominance he has pushed out others o f his species who 

were not su fit to dom inate" (SC 95). Thl! surviva l process o f man is 

the <lCUlHl or man and man' s attem pt to reshape nature ra vorably. 

Man makes his own way of life counteract ing wi th natu re, himse lf 

heing a part of nature rind creati ng p;uuphernal ia wh ich arc al so part 

of mall. 

[Man'sJ drive is III external things: 

property, hOll ses. money, concepts or 

power. lie lives in hi s ci ties il nd fac tmies 

in his bus iness and j ob and art. nllt 
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having projel:tcd himsel f into these 

complexi ti es he is Ihclll . Ilis hOllse, hi s 

automobiles are a part of him and a large 

part of him. (SC 87) 

Steinbeck accepts thc progress of science in ex plaining the 

underl ying paltcrn of things, hut mcntions the limitatiun of science in 

discovering Ihe causa l relation in tbe uni versa l patterning. lIe argues, 

" the pattern which it indexes however, would be real but not 

intell ectua lly apprec iable becau se the pattern goes everywhere and in 

everything and l:.mnot he encompassed hy liuite minds ... .. (.,'C 149 ). 

So he comes to synthesis by non-te leology "nd tries to find so lution 

of "anomali es" anti minute "differential s" which science cou ld 11 01 

bring into calculat ion for solv ing the patterning problems. In his own 

words. " this deep underlying pattern inferred by non-teleological 

thinking crops lip everywhere- a relational tiling, surely opposing 

factors nn different levels. as rcality and potential are relatcd" (SC 

ISO). Elaborating "reali ty" and "potential"- rcality being Ihe 

macrocosm and potential the l11i crocosm- he says that reality and 

potential are inter connectcd bllt the relation must not be considered 

as causative. Stcinheck notes "it simply cx ists. it is. things arc merely 

express ions of it, ClS i l is expression of them" (SC 150). Real ity is the 

whol e and potcntial is the part. 

Steinhed stresscs morc on the imporlancc of the whole 

because he says. "the whole is necessarily everything, the whole 

world of fact and 1""l1cy. body and psyche. phys ical ract and spi ritual 

truth , illdi vidllal and cullec ti ve life and death, macrocosm and 

microcosm, c{lIlsciou5 and unconsc iolL s, subject and ohject" (SC 151 ). 

SteinLeck thus su ms lip the "whole" a!i "the whole picture is 
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prolotyped 11)' 'IS' the deepest wurd of deep ultimate rea lit y, no t 

shallow or partia l as reasons arc. but deeper and participa ting 

poss ibl y encompassi ng the o riental euneept o f" being" (SC 151). But 

the orienta l concepts of heing are metaphysical. Steinbeck then 

comes to the synthes is on un iversa l patterning of thi ngs that the 

residue of logical argulIlent s un pattcrning uf things rem; nds us of the 

medieval ph ilosuphers : 

The psych ic o r spiritual residua 

remalllJllg aftcr the must careful 

physical analysis, or thc phys ical 

remnant s obvious, particularly to us o f 

the twentieth cen tury. 111 the most 

honest and disciplined spir itual 

spcculations of med ieval philosophers 

all bespeak such a pattern. (SC 149) 

The " residua" or the " minute diffe ren tials , the 0.001 

percen tages" in uni versa l pntterning is of more s ignificance 10 

Steinbeck. 

Steinheck's thought process which sta rled wi th a scien tific 

outlook gets dive rted to mys ticism . I lis thought process has not been 

final l), welded. in Sign i ficant form . into the union of sp irit and mnlter 

by science that S teinbeck so obviously yea rned for . 

Steinbeck wns quite consc ious that he could not so lidify h is 

thou~ht process. lie confided hi s unsuccessfu l attempt in working out 

the vastness o f the universal patterning in a leuer to George A lbee in 

19:>J . "I am neither a scientist nor a profound investigator. [Ju t I am 

experienc ing an emot ional vastness in wo rking this out" (/.IL 89) . 
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Stcinbeck's inference: Ib :1t "a]1 th ings arc onc thing and that 

one thing is all things.plankton" (SC 2 ICl). is mys tic, since 111 

mys ticism "d istinction of ind ividuality disappear." lIistori ca lly III 

phil osophy, myst ic ism appears as a protest ngainst mechanical 

fashions of rcprescnting the divine and it s relation to l11;:1n and the 

world, "but in it s impaticncc of separation it overlaps the cond itions 

of thought altogcther" ( lJaldwill 124). Stcinbcck in his observa tion of 

the mechani sm of universal pal\erning has overlapped the conditi ons 

in such a way that he has concluded with "a union so immediate that 

the distinction of subject and object Llisappenrs which invo lves the 

suppress ion or the conscious Pers ian" (Baldwin 125). Thus 

Steinbeck's observation turns to mysticism. I Ie find s a unit of the 

microcosm and thc macrocosm; 

we tr ied to say thai in the maCr<lCOSIll 

nothing is wasted , the equatioll always 

balances. The clements which the fish 

elaborated into an individual physical 

organism. a microcosm gu hack agai n 

into the undifferentiated macrocosm 

which is the great reservoir. There is 

not nu r can there he. any <u.: tllal waste, 

but simply varyin~ rorm of energy. To 

each group. of course , there mllst he 

waste - the dead Il sh to I1 W I1 , the 

bruken pieces to gu lls, the bones to 

some and the sca les to others- but to 

the whole there is no waste. The great 

organism, life. (ilkes it all and lI ses it 

al l. (SC 26J) 
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Ahout cosmic life, Steinbeck held a mys ti c unily hUI about Ihe 

history of human eivilil',atio ll he held "our history is liS much a 

product o f tursion :md stresS JS is of unilinear drive" (51(' 264). He 

elaborates: 

Among men, it seems, hi stori ca lly al any 

mle, that process of co-ord ination and 

di sintegrati un follow each ot her wi th 

great regu lari ty, ami the index o f the co· 

ordination 15 the measure of the 

dis integration whic h follows. (SC 264) 

Thi s natural integration and d isintegra tion determines human 

behnvior mOfil li ty and human sQt,;iety. Steinbeck SilYS: 

There is a strange duality in the human 

which makes for an ethical paradox. We 

have defini tion of good qua lit ies and had; 

not l' hangi ng things. but gellemlly 

considered good and bad throughout the 

ages and throughout the species. Of the 

good . we think always or wisdom. 

h)le J'tl nce. kindness, ge nerosi ty. humility 

and the qualities of cruelty. greed, self· 

interest. graspingness and rapacity are 

unive rsa lly considered undesirabl e. And 

yet ill Ollr structure o f socie ty. the so 

called <lnd considered good qual ities are 

invOlriable concomitants of fa ihlre. while 
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the bad ones me the (;ornerstones of 

sut.:ce5S, CS(' 96) 

So the bad people rule the world and the good people are 

threatened 10 e:o<.tincliull. Despite that. nwn feels that the "good" 

should rule . they shou ld win but Ihey do not. This ethical paradox 

continues in humanity. So Steinbeck concluded that ~nod and bad 

will eontinlle to exist paradoxically as they arc. lIuwever, Steinbeck 

did nut give the vl;:nlict that "bad" musl not exis t and only "good" 

sh,dll'cign. But ill his anti-war attiwdc, Steinbeck favored the "good" 

(:Hlli·war views). I Ie supported neither the Nuis nor the allied forces 

thinking that war WtlS a tut41l1y "had" thing threatening huma n 

existence. 

In .'-jell (If Corlez. Steinbeck's observation of nature leads him 

to a cOlllmon 1111\n 's philosophy Ihal means an easy acceptabi lity of 

things as they are because a man's over.thought will lead him to 

uneasiness, " the whole structure of his would be endangered if he 

permitted himself to think tl (SC 4\). Steinbeck Ihen draws a simple 

conclusion that "we arc no beller than animals; in fact. in a lot of 

ways we aren't as good" (SC 69). So the murder trait in man in wars 

is likl! animals, " the ll111rdcr trait 01" our species is as regu lar and 

observable ... (SC 17). Man. Ste inbeck thinks is. a simple creature, a 

combination of "potentiall y all things too. greedy and cruel. capable 

of great love or great hatred. of balanced or unbalanced soealled 

emutiulls . This is the way he is-one factor in a surge of str iving" (SC 

165). 

Steinbeck understands that his philosophy formed out of his 

observa tion bo th in the sea and the society making a hypothesis of 
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' laws of thought ' and ' laws of things' interlinked os 'part of one 

evolving matrix ' ami his beliefs that 111 00 11 . tide innuences rocks. 

ill1imals ;\luJ man eq ually. is lIot an ahsoilitel y trlle hypothesis . fiut he 

willfully tloes nol like to discard his hypothesis: Steinbeck expla ins: 

There is one great difliculty wilh a 

gnoo hypothesis. When it is cumpleted 

and rounded. the curners smoot hed and 

the contents cohesive and coherent. it 

is likely 10 become a thing in itself. a 

work of art. II is then like a fin ished 

sonnet or painting completed. (SC 

180) 

Steinbeck argues, his beli efs may contradict his lindings both 

in the sea and the soc iety his "beliefs persist long after their factual 

bases have bee ll removed and practices based on beliefs arc often 

carriell on. even when the beliefs which sti mulated them have been 

forgo tten" (SC 180). So his hypot hesis remains a cOl11mon man's 

hypothesis on common phenomena with a slight intellectual po lish. 

Steinbeck docs not claim thnt he had any "Socratic" mi ss ion to 

perform; be tried to evolve a cornlllon thou ght process to make the 

life process of the " mclli ncrc" man undi sturhell . unpcrturbed and 

unagitnted from the "dangers of unease and disqu ietullc" (SC 258). 

Sea (~r Cartez was Steinbeck's attempt to reaffirm his 

biological concept of 1111111, contrasting man wilh other species of 

animals. Immediately after Sea of Cortez. Steinbeck published The 

MOtm ;.f 0011'11 ( 1942) and Once There Was a War ( 1942). The Moon 

/". DOII'II in liction and Once There Was (l WC/r in nonfiction reveal 
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Steinbeck's CUflcern with the s()cia l, political and cconomlc 

complcxit ies thal arc crcCl Lcd hy \,,'ar, 

The Mooll i" DOWIl (1942) 

The Moon is /) 011'1/ bears Steinbeck's lackadai sica l at titudc to 

totalitarianism. war anu his cfi ti et'l l nttitude to democracy and 

humanism. Steinbeck did not like totalitarianislll as a form of 

government because it is against democracy and democratic fervor. 

The Russo-German floll-aggression pact 1l))8 before the second great 

War hctwcen the two tnlalitarian governments in Germany and 

Russia shocked Steinbeck. Stcinhcck believed democracy 

considerably beller since democracy assures individual liberty and 

rule of the majority in a more tolerable way, Steinbeck had deep 

humanistic feeling for the suffering mass, but the fear of to talitarian 

extrem ism prevcnted him from turning to Communism. Steinbeck 

had never been a member of the American Communist party , 

Steinbeck also cou ld not favor democracy uncondit ionally as it 

always favored the brule majority. 

III The Moon is /)01l'11. Steinbeck aims at contrast ing the two 

fOfms of government: tota li tarianism and democracy , No form or 

government was above merits and demerits. III Steinbeck's 

consideration. I\s a no velist, he found ind ivid uali sm partly or totally 

curtai led. So he could not sllggest anyone of the rorms or 

governments totally free of defects. Berry Bertnull rightly mentions. 

"Steinbeck's plan is to contrast Nazism and Democracy as two 

opposed socia l sys tems so thaI we hate the onc and love the o ther. 

Instead it advocates by inference II third which is neither Nazism nor 
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Democracy but a vague kind of government" (Sff!illbeck and His 

Crific" 117 ). 

In The A"oo/l is Dowl1 the invading .mny comes from a 

totalilari<ln eoulltry (Ilnly) to conquer a country, with a democratic 

government (Norway). The invading army tries to suppress the 

COJl4liered people. Colonel Lanser of the conquenng army 

mi su nderstt1l1ds the conquered people who were democratic, thinking 

that if he could convince the Mayor, he could convince the whole 

people of the country to wo rk for the invading army. lie says, "Mayor 

Orden is mure (IHln a Mayor. lie is his people. lie knows what they 

are doing, thinking without asking because he will think what they 

will think" (TMD 25). lie mistakes them as people LInder a fascist 

government. Rut ill face of OppOS iliC'lIl of the people and the coal 

miners, the invildcrs IHlpclessly fuil in their mission. The people 

remained obedient to their country. they remained submissive to the 

def1'1ocratie leadership. ve ry few join the invaders. The Mayor of the 

city, Orden, is arrested by Colonel Lanser of the invading army, and 

he is pre!'ised hard to ask his people tn suhmit to the invading army. 

The Mayor refuses. lie says. "they elected me not to be confused. six 

town boys were murdered this morning .. . the people do not fight war 

for sport" (TMD 7). Oruen goes on showing his dis like for the army 

as well as the totalitariani sm wh ich they represent. saying. "some 

people accept appointed leadership and obey them. ~ 'II my people 

have elected lIle they made me and they can unmake me" (TMD 12). 

The A'{ooll is Down emphat ically shows the futility of the war. 

The soldiers nrc exhausted and their cry is to ge t rid of the manacles 

that the war hud bo und them with . They understand neither the 

purpose of the war nor their involvement in it. The homesick soldiers 
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nnd officers u ftcn hecumc lonely and arc i~o l tttcd. ns they cnnnot 

j usti fy their invulvement in the wnL They uselessly try to subjugate 

the conquered pellp le . The in vaders cannot hreak the spirit of the 

invaded people. so the hope of the so ldie rs and orfice rs to become 

heroes through the war bCC(II11e fake and the arlllY unly mechanica lly 

ca rries the order. thcy do nol spon taneously participate in the wa r. 

The warring spirit of the so ldiers and office rs arc marred by their 

i!m lation. and their homesick ness. 

The soldiers and office rs louk for lov ing hcmts to come out of 

their loneliness and sickness. thcy wallt a temporary relief but they do 

not ge t .my honest love in the conq ue red cou ntry, hecause they arc 

people divided into two groups ; con411erur and the conquered, so no 

natural human relat ionship develops in that d ivided humanity . Annie 

throws hot water on a so ldier when he proposes love . Mo lly kill s LL 

Tonder when Tonder proposes love to Mo ll y. Steinbeck's anti·war 

atti tude shows the war as a n evil 3mu nd which both the invaders and 

Ihe invadcc.! people move with thei r shadowy existence. they are not 

norma l men, they are sllspici{)us people afraid of each other. 

S teinbeck shows how, in war. rntio nal thought is eclipsed, people 

cannot think what they ough t to think. War s trangula tes vi rtucs; 

di sc ri m inu tion llf vict! and virtuc is oven:ns t with confusions and 

misunderstrlll d ing. Mayor Orden ri gh tl y 1I11dc rs tnnds war. 

In march ing. in mobs in footba ll gnmcs 

and in war outline becomes vague. renl 

things hecollle un rcal and fog creeps 

over the mind . Tension a nd excitement. 

weari ness. movement a ll merge in onc 

grc;H gray frame. so Ihnt when it is ove r, 
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it is hard to remember how you killed 

mcn and ordered them to he ki lled . Thc 

othe r people who were not there, lei I 

ytl l1. what it was like "Ild yuu say 

v .. gucly. "Yes, I guess tha!' ,; what it 

wos," (TAID 17) 

Lanser in turn argues that in war bo th the invader and the 

invaded become the vic tim of such an invincible circumstance that 

they cannot retreat from killing ur be killed. Lanser says, "This is 

war. OOll't yuu kllUw. you' ll have to kill all of li S or in time we'll kill 

all of you" (TMD 35). Steinbeck's socia-political conseiollsness was 

.. Iways against war. He thought war could never solve nor call ever 

solve the human problems as man is not an animal to solve problems 

hy war. At the outbreak of Korean war he expressed his indignation 

aga inst war and asked his friends to ra ise anti-war slogans. In a lette r 

t(l Bohsko\V on July 1950. Steinbeck wrote: 

I can 't think that wars can so lve things 

but something mll st stop this thing or the 

world is done and gone into a black chaos 

tilal sharp ages shi ne. If Ihat is what we 

nre headed fOf , I do 110t li ve to see it, and 

I won't because r will fight it. God knuws 

you and we are rar from pe rfec t hut we 

arc far bettcr tli an lhal. Wc can make a 

noise even if !lut many people listen, (Uf. 

402) 
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A decade after the Ko rean War. at the beginn ing o r the 

cunnagra t;on in Vietnam , Stei nheck held the same atti tude. Al though 

he had sent his son to Vietnam. Steinheck sti ll felt repugnant towards 

war. In a letter til Elizabeth Otis. Augll~t 3 1, 1967 Ste inheck wrote : 

I understand your feeling about the wa r. 

We seem to be ~ inking deeper into the 

mire. It is tnle that we arc. ! am pretty 

~ ure by now that the people running the 

war Im ve neither coneepti() 11 nor control 

of il. .. . 

I kIlOW, we cannot win this war ... and it 

seems tn me that it designs for us to sink 

deeper into it. more tlml more of us. 

When we have put down a firm 

foundolion oj" our dead and when we have 

by a slow losing process been sucked into 

the tex ture o f sou th east Asia, we will 

never be able nor wi!l we want to get uul. 

(UI. 847) 

Ten years before the em.! of the Vit: tnatll War. Steinbeck could 

fores ·:e the defeat of the l 'nited States in Ihe war. It is Steinbeck's 

keen observing abili ty of the social and poli ti ca l scenario that 

enn bled him to foretell most ill:curatcly the end of the Vietnam War. 

Steinbeck alit o f his habitual dislike for wars could not approve of 

America's involvement in the Vietnam War. lie believed that 

invaders can r.:l)nqucr a coun try but not it s people . In The Moon i.l· 

/JOlt'll the invildtrs try their hest to make the invaded people the ir 
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friends but they fJil miserahly. they simply rell1<li n as the occupying 

mllly. Steinbcd hel ieved such a state of suspic ion and host ility 

hetween the rulel's and the ruled can never form a stab le govern ment 

congenial 10 a smooth civil society. So. Steinbeck Ihoughl, such 

sangulIla ry invasion and conquest ultimately brought nothing 

beneficial to civil li fe. Stein beck's comment on the Vie tnam Wa r is 

pcrtinent here: 

If we should W ill Ihi s war. in the o ld 

sense of dcfe:lting and deadening the so· 

ca ll ed enemy. Ihen we wou ld become just 

ano ther occupying mmy, and slich all 

enemy loses l:ontad with the place 

occupied. Utlt we me nol winning in tha i 

sense and we will nol. (LIL 847) 

Steinbeck did 110t like to sec the American army as an 

"occupying army" in Vietnam. In The Moon if Down as wel l 

Steinbeck shows his dislike for the occupying army. When Col. 

Lanser. chicI' of the occupying army, prcs.scs the Mayor fo r 

.s ubmiss ion ano coal ext raction, Orden argues in favo ur of people 's 

leadership, freC' people and pcopl<:" s governmcnt. ! Ie does not submit 

to the colonel. From thei r conversation two different kinds of people 

::md pcople's leadership become evident: 

Thc Colonel said. "yuu will be doing them a service if 

you keep them in order." 

" 1\ service?" 
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"Yes. i\ service. It I!; yo ur cltlty to pro tec t thcm rrom 

harm . 

They will he in dangc r if they are 

n:hellious . We must gel the cual, YU li sec, 

OUT leaders do nol tell \1 S how; they order 

liS to get . Uut yOIl have your people to 

protect. You must keep them sa re ... 

Orden sa id , a little proudl y, "My people 

don't li ke to have others thi nk for them. 

~1ay be they are difrerent fru m you r 

people . .. I am ,ure o rfit] . (1M/) 12) 

Explaining how decisions arc taken nod executed in a 

democratic snciety. Orden explains. "yuu won't believe this, but it is 

true : authority is ill the tOVv l). I don't know how or why, but it is so, 

This means that we cannot act quickly as yo u can, but when a 

di rect ion is set we all act together" (TMD 14). Along with the Mayor 

Dr. Winter goes on differentiating the two forms lIf government and 

the ir leadersh ip : 

rhey think lhat just hecause they have 

onl y one leader and one head. we are all 

lih that. They know that ten heads 

lopped orf wi ll deslroy them, but we are n 

rree people, aod in ct time of need leaders 

pop up like mushrooms. (TAtlD 74) 

War and cnnqu('ring countries become meaninglcss to so ldiers 

and officers alike. So Lt. Tondcr, the only prudc U t officer who could 

foresce the consequence or war, who had sOll1e abil it y to look into 
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things with sume insight. laug.hs nt conquest, compming it to fl y

paper. ronder says: 

"Conquest after conq uest , deeper and 

deeper imo molasses," Il is laugillcr 

choked him and he coughed in to his 

hnndkerchief. "ylay be the Leader is 

craz.y. Flies conqller the nypaper. Flies 

capture Iwo hundred miles of new 

Ilypapcr. (TMD 49 ) 

While the comlllon sold iers nnd lower rank officers could not actunlly 

figure oul the ru le of war ill thei r persolln l life and in the lives of 

people. the conquest and the effect of conquest, Colonel Lanser knew 

what war really meant, in the long run. 

lie knew that war is treachery and hatred. 

the muddling or incompetent generals. 

the tort ure and killing and sickness and 

tiredness until a\ last it IS over and 

nothing has chnnged except for new 

weariness and new hrt ll'cds. Lanser lold 

himselr. he was a sold ie r. given orders to 

carry out. ll c was nOI ex pected to 

question or 10 think, but on ly to carry out 

orders: and he tri ed to put aside the 5ick 

memories of the other war :lJld certain ly 

Ihat this would be the same. (TMD 17) 

The M(}(m i.\' Dowl7 is about the futility of war. lJiviJed 

humanilY, hnrshncss of' militm}' lire, homesickness of the so ldiers and 
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officers all these ~h tJw that whatever g lory the to tal itarianists and 

democrats may attribu te on war, war neve r glorilies humanity . A wa r 

is the talc of man killi ng man without any et hical basis; and mak ing 

mi llions o f people homeless and mil lio n o the rs restless . Ste inbeck 

persunally found no glo ry in wa r. li e had no high es ti ma tio n abou t 

the wars Ihm he had seen in h is li fe -l ime: the First and Second World 

Wars. the Ko rea n War and Ihe Vietmull War . During the Vie tnam 

War Steinheck visited Vietnam on January 4. 1967 and in a leiter 10 

El izabeth Otis Steinbeck wro te about the VieLnllm War: 

Th is has heen a good trip and Illany 

ways a sad one. I haven ' t dwelt on 

the kil led and the wounded , I' ve seen 

other wars and have haled Ihose too. 

Rut every dead (and many of them 

have heen my fri ends) breaks your 

henrt In a way tha t can never be 

repai rcli . If I could shortell the war 

by one hour by staying here, I would 

neve r come home. (LIL 846) 

S tcinhcd held IVlal ita ri an and democratic leadership equa ll y 

responsib le for creati ng wars , He bdieved Ihal democratic leaders 

may sometime also turn to tal itari an whe n lhey become too much 

cn thu5iastic o n the o pinion of the majo rit y. Steinbeck had clea r 

concept o f forms of gove rnmen t and the way Ihe ir leaders arc elected ; 

he held that : 

The elections arc vag ue , They mean 

nothing in themselves. They ;;:Ire a sop : 
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thrown 10 our cnngress for Ihe purpose of 

gc.:ltillg lll(1rc money. The Icnders arc 

venial and shortsigh ted .,. (UL 1'147) 

IJclllocrali c leadership elected in such a way Illay call wars because 

Lhey a rc "shorl sighteu" leaders whu want " morc mo ncy" and canno t 

foresee Ihe damage thtH the' war causes to humanity. Steinbeck 

critic izes slleh leadership in both totalitarian and democ rat ic fo rms 

and shows what wars bring in the long run unde r thei r leadership. In 

The MOOIl is DowII Steinbeck show c1cClrl y bis Clb horrcnce to wa r. 

Steinbeck did nut even like the bCllt lc for surviva l ~ in In Dubiol/s 

IJ(mle he callcd it Cl "dubious" baltic sugges ting tha t there migh t he 

other WClyS of solving the problem of survival of the striking IClborers. 

In almost all of his novels beginning with CIII' (~r Ga/d, Steinbeck 

shuws the fu tility of war am! the:: presumed heroism that a war may 

accrue: Henry MorgClll rClvagcs (owns and plunders them but 

ultimaldy discovers himself hopeless ly <llone. 

Scholars have dealt with Steinbeck's major works and have 

ignored The Mooll is Down as a minor work. In fact, The Moon is 

DO\l'/1 is equally important like his other major works. Despile the 

apparent variety of themes or his works, Steinbeck was consis tent on 

Some points: hatl'ed of war is one I)f them. Sc.:hol'lrs did not find this 

consistence in The Moon is Down, fm exnmple. Edwin l3erry 

Oergnllll says. "When the war against fascism demanded a still more 

cumprehcllsive sodal awareness. he broke under the Slr;'lin in The 

Moon is DUlI'n and lapsed under the amiable superficiality or Tortilla 

Flal with Cannel), Row" (Steinbeck am/ H;s Cnfic,,. I 05). Bu t 

Steinbeck had not heen superficial in either TnT/ilia Flal or Cannery 

Row. lie h;Jd always (I definite ph ilosophy to be em bodied in his 

2Ig 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



novels and s tories . The logical arrangement (If his philosophy may be 

ncccpted or rcflltcd but undeniab ly he had a definite philosophy a 

definit e po int of view in " Imos t all of hi !; wmks; in thi s scnse rile 

Moon i.f DOlI'/1 is definite ly an anti -war novel. Steinbeck's 

comprehensive understnnding of the society. pol itics and a c lear 

wo rld -view led him to hold this anti -war atti tude . The Moon is Down 

is "11 Clll ti -war novel pruvi ng the fut ilit y o f war uy pinpoint ing the 

degrnd" lions tha t war brings for humanity, the mi se ry that it c reates 

/"or both the conqueror and the conquered . 

Once Trh ere Was a War (1942) 

Steinbeck's anti-war att itude in The' Moon ;11 Down gets a 

deeper and clenrer sha pe in Once There Was a W"r, which is an 

ana lyt ical . journalistic report on the Second World War. on hi s war 

ex periences on the wa r fron ts in It aly. England and Africa . Both in 

Italy and in England, Steinheck snw the same ugliness of war, the 

smne iso lat ion thnt war creates in the so ldiers and in the people. 

With the adva ncemen t of civ ili zat ion. Ste inbeck thought man 

ShOldd develop a disl ike for war, frequency of wars in the human 

hi story should go down in number . Stei nbeck be li eved that s ince the 

Grecian c ivi li za tion mall had advanced thousands of yea rs. so modern 

Illall shou ld no more think what once the Grecians thought of war. " In 

ancient Greece it was sa id that there had to be a war a l leasl every 

twent y yea rs, because every gcneration o f ma n has 10 know what it 

was like" (OTWW. Introduc tion). As an advancement of civili zation, 

Steinbeck thi nk.s. "wi th us we mus t fo rgel. or we could neve r indul ge 

in the Illurde ro lls nonsense again" (OTWW. Int roduction). Up to a 
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certain pedod mall needed wars tu settle controversies among 

thcmselvcs. says Steinheck : 

Our civ il war has been ca ll ed the last nr 

gentleman'S war and the su-calletl 

Second World War is the last of the 

gloha l wars . The next wur, ir we are so 

stupid as to lcl it happcn, wi ll be the last 

of any kind . There will be no one to 

rememher anything. Anti thaI is how 

stupid we are, we do not in a biological 

sense deserve surviva l. (()TIVIV. 

In troduction) 

Man canl10t inv{J lve himself in lao much uf " mutational" 

disputes. other wise, like other spccies, mall will be extinguished 

from the earth. 

Many other spec ies have disappeared 

from the emth through errors ITl 

mutationa l judgements. There is no 

reason to suppose that we ti re immune 

from the immutable Inw of nature 

which says (Iwt over armament . over

ornamentation, and. in mos t cases, 

over-integrati on arc 

conllng extinction 

Introduction). 

symploms of 

(()TWW. 

W(lr takes from man hi s individual identity, his freedom of 

thought. He becomcs <1 nl<l chinc, as Stcinhed says, "111<1n cannot he 
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treated .IS individual on this troopsh ip. '1 hey arc s i11lpl y units ... they 

arc cnginc~ which 11111,st be given fucl hI kcep them from stumping ... 

the re is no way of consider ing them as indi viduals" (OTIVIV II). The 

soldiers with their 1I11i forms look " 'ike lung rows of mushrooms, their 

Ti nes are Icani ng against their knees. They have no idcntity. no 

personality" (OTWIV II). 

Irrespect ive of their fo rms of governmellts. the politiciilllS and 

the statesmen of the warring countries have in their brains only 

"slntes" to conq uest. they do not think ei ther of the " men" in the war 

front or " men" in the countries : "the red necked politicians foaming 

with enthusiasm and burhun whi sky. screaming the eagle on a 

bunting covered platfurm wh ile his audience longed for the 

watermelon and pOlato salnd 10 come" (OTWW 43 ). While the people 

think of everyday necessi ties. their basic requirements, the politicians 

and statesmen go on useless ly delivering lectures to motivate the 

people wi th their high hopes tha t thc war would bring for them . 

r eoplc and leaders then sland se parated . 

Lcaders th ink war important for territor ial expansion. people 

think for their surv iva l. Leaders purposively bui ld artificinl walls of 

separati on. of enmjty hetween man and men to such an extent that 

Ihey di vidt: things or uniwrsal ilppeal like music and song: 

The (lowers hesitated considering 

whether it was a good idea to kl a 

German song ... become the ravori tc sung 

of the Briti sh arll1Y wh ich the Americ<llls 

were begi nning to experiment wi th a 
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close h:1 nn(ll1Y and \\ere putting off beal 

in i<. (OTII'IV 64) 

The so ldiers then feci tha t (lut of thcir sacrifice In the war 

field the benefit or the \Var goes to the profitecrs. 

rhe blnck markets are fl ourish ing and the 

opera tors arc not litt le crooks; but the 

best pe() ple. The so ld iers henr that the 

price or li ving is goi ng tiP and wages me 

rollowing them . i\ soldier is 110\ a lone 

man. fie usually has u rami ly dependent 

10 a large extent on the money he ean 

allot. and his pay does nul increase wi th 

.he co" of li vi ng. (OTWW 77) 

In The Cup of Gold. Steinbeck shows how the grcal viclOry of 

the hero lIemy Morgan goes for the benefi t of the tradesman; in hi s 

non fict ion Once The re W(/.~ It War. Steinbeck confirms the same 

thin g showing th aI the real beneficiaries of any war are the trading 

class who make profit out of the sacr ifice of the soldiers. For this 

reason the sold iers in Ol1ce There Was a War are seen iso lated from 

the wm: they are isolated frum each other, " in the moon light on the 

deck they look at each other strangely. Men they have known well 

ant..! so ld iered with. Cl re strange and every man is cut nfr from every 

other one and in their minds they search the races of the ir friends for 

.he dend" (OTII'II' 151). 

rhe so ldiers canllot participate whole-heartedly ill the war. 

Thcy C<lll ilut be firetl by the tletermination to win the war al the cost 

or their lives. The)' think of their lives. or remaining unwounded, of 
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li ving with ull~l11plltated limhs. They consider their lives more 

important than (he war so, " /\ great many sold ie rs carry with them 

some small arti cles, some lucky piece uf symbol wh ich if they arc 

lucky in hattlc. takes Oil an ever-increasing importance. And being 

lucky in hattie means si mply not being hurt" (OTWW 195). 

Sometimes they c~rry "a Testament huund in steel covers to be 

carried ill their shirt-pockets ... who has faith ncither in the metal nor 

in the Testament bu t they carry" magic artides of all ki nds. Thcre 

wil l hc a smoot h slOne, an odd shaped piece of metal , small 

photographs encased in cellophane. " Many so ldiers consider the 

pic tures of their wives and parents to be almus t protectors from 

danger" (OTWW 196). "One soldier had installed phologmphs of his 

children on his pistol" (OTWW 196). Someone keeps, a SIllJ Il wooden 

pig: 

In a bombing he held the rll g 111 hi s 

hand and said, "pig. this one is nut for 

us:' And in shelling he said. "pig, you 

know that the one that ge ts me. ge ts 

you." (OTII'W 197 ) 

The so ldie rs make a private way or worship so " the 

association between a In;1n and his amulet becomes not on ly very 

strong hut very pri vatc" (OTWW 1')7). This privatiza tion or ways of 

worship is 

by no means li mited to ignorant or 

supers tit io ll s people. It wou ld seem that 

in times or great danger and great 

emotional LUlllult a man has to reach 
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Olltside or himself fur help and comfort, 

and has to have some supra-pe rsonal 

symbol to hold to. (OTWW 19R) 

Irrespective (If their cultural hackgrou nd (the ignoran t and the 

educated), the soldie rs depend Ull this private wor~hip tu cume out of 

' loneliness and lillleness ' in times of war. Both from mlllcrial and 

mental point of vicw, the so ldiers cannot accept the wJ r as an all

so lving action . 

The war is then a turmoil separated from the soldiers, from the 

people . The war cannot bind the people and the so ldi ers morall y and 

cthically together. It is then an isolated attempt of the politicians, of 

the clites for territorial expansion and economic superi o rit y over 

others. The mass do 110t take the war wholeheartedly. In the IHlme of 

econom ic superiority and personal aggrandi7.ement, the politicians 

d ismantl e their economy and thc econom ic stahil it y of others, causing 

age long malady which needs ages f(lr remedy; " men in prolonged 

war are not normal men" (OTWlV201) . 

li enee. the so-called heroic deeds that occur in the pro longed 

wars are 110 instinctive heroism. The)' are the ()utCtllllC of non-aligned 

d\ll1ncss, Stein!)etk explains: 

In dullness al l kind s of cmphases change . 

Even the instintl for se lf-prese rva ti on is 

dulled so that a man may do things which 

are called heroic when actually hi s whole 

fabric o f reacl ion is changcd. The who le 

world becomes unreal. You laugh at things 

which arc not ordina ril y funny and YOll 
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becomc cnrilgcd at trines. Duri ng this tilll !.! 

:1 kind man is ea pilb lc of great crtl elties and 

a timid man is c<1pnbl e of great bravery. 

(OTWW 200) 

Ste inbeck shows the heroic deeds as products o f dullness; the 

pnrti cip<1.t ion or the wmriors as forced partil:ipatioll to prove that thc 

war and wars in general ,He meaningless massacre. Through his 

j ournalistic report in Once There Was (t Wa/". Steinbeck shows that 

the w(l r is an isolated turmoi l caused by sentimental issued of the 

politiciilllS. \l1urcover. the economic sup remacy for whi ch they fight. 

dismantle thei r own economy with the only result of a temporary 

terri to rial expansion. The Mo on i.\· D OWI1 in fi ction and Once There 

Was a War in non- fic ti on embody Ste inbeck's convicti on that in war 

man turns aga ins t man . making war a so rc 011 the history of humanity. 

Cannel), /low ( 1944) 

In C(ll1l/e,.)' Roll' Steinbeck uses the centra! rigure o f Doc to 

di scou rse Oil all indiviuual' s qnest fllr ;l privllie mora l cmie. Like 

other Steinheck heroes who often make their moral codes by 

themselves, hardl y conforming to conventional lTIoreR. DOC III 

Canl/cry Roll' nlso rrames his own moral law. 

Doc has no co nventional house n11d fami ly life. He IS a 

constituti on of opposite ni1tures~ as Cannery Row itself IS a 

constitu tion of oppos ites. Cunnery Row, Steinbeck narrates: 

Canne ry Row in Montery in California is 

<l poem, n stink. A grating noi se, n quality 

of light , a lone. II Iwbil. a nosta lgia. a 
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dream Cannery Row is the ga tilcrctJ and 

scatlercd; lin and iron and rust nnd 

~p l inte red woud chi pped paVCJ11Cnl and ... 

S:udine canneries or corrugated !nm, 

restaurants and whorehouse. It s 

inhnbi tants nl'e as the man unce said. 

"whores , pimps and gamblers and sons of 

bitches" by which he meant everybody. 

Ilad the man looked through nnother 

peephole he might hnvc sa id . "Saints and 

angels and martyrs and holy man" and he 

would bave l1lealll the same thing. (CR I) 

Duf,;'s self is the creation (If opposites reconciled in one entity like 

Cannery Row. lie is a scientist and a mystic, cautious but sofi · 

hearted. lie can kill cats fo r experiments, but can beal a man for 

bei ng harsh to a dug. lie reads a lot. imag ines things intelligently, but 

drinks with illiterate boys of Mac. Imaginat ive individunls. Steinbeck 

sho\l,'s nre Ihcn the reconciliation of opposites. Doc sympathetica ll y 

treals the whores. invi tes them It! parti es but neve r goes to brothels. 

None of Steinbeck 's heroes. except Chmles in £(I.\'I of Eden, me 

bro thel·gocrs, but all of them arc curious and sympathetic to 

prosli ll1tes. accepting prostitution as a nccess~ry ev il for the society. 

Ili s heroes arc socially consciolls. but not licentious, never indulge in 

debauchery. They arc careful observers of socie ty and its outcasts. 

After The Moon is DOH'" nnd Once There Was a War, 

Steinheek tu rned once more to the loose episodic from of Canllnery 

Roll' 10 explore private mora lity. In the loose episodic const ruction of 

em",ery Row Doc is the thin string that hinds the whole book fro m 

226 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



thc heg.inning to the I:ml. In Ihe middle: or thc novel come some 

olltcasts, some marginalized peop lc who Icnve society and the 

tradi tional life paltcrn. William is first among them. lie is a pimp in 

Dora's whmehollsc. Rear Flag. Will iam docs 110\ want this lifc. 

Willialll thought d,uk and brandy 

thoughts. No OilC loved hil11 . No one 

cared abollt him . They might enll him a 

watchman but he is pimp- a dirty pimp. 

the lowest thing in the world . And he 

thought how he had a right to live <llld be 

happy like ;:lIlY onc elsl.::. by God he had . 

lie walked back angrily hut his ange r 

wen t away when he came to the Hear 

fl ag and climbed Ihe ,Ieps. (CR 10) 

Ueing tired o f his vile profession he tries to he frec . carefrce 

like Mac and his boys, hc wishes to join them whcnever he looks at 

them~ 

Through the windows he could see Mac 

and the hoys si ttin g on the pipes In the 

vacant lo t. d,lIIgli ng thei r fect ill the 

mellow " 'ceds and tak ing the slI n while 

they discoursed slowly and 

philosophically of matters of interes t bu t 

ufl1u importance. (CR 10) 

Wi lli am tries Lo joi n Mac and his boys for a thoughtful. free li fe. 
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Willinm began to wish thnt he couhJ joi n 

Ihat good group. lie walked ali t one day 

and sal on the pipe, COllversa tion stopped 

and an uneasy hos tilc s il ence fell on the 

group, Afte r a while William went 

disconsolately hack to the Dear Fl ag and 

through the window he saw the 

conversation spran g up again and it 

saddened him , He had a J ark nnd ugly 

face and a mOllth twi sted with brooding, 

(eR 10) 

Mile and his boys do not <lllow William in their company, Mac says. 

" nut God t..iamll it . I hate a pimp" (CR 10), 

lIazel is Ihe next outcast. lie is Ihe eighth child of his molher , 

who could nol rear him heallhily and happily due to poverty, His 

muther was 

Tired i:md nln down anyway from 

tryi ng to feed and clothe seven 

chi ldren and their father. She had tried 

every poss ible way uf making money

paper nowers. mushrooms al home, 

and rabbi ts for meal and fur . (en 17) 

But she fail ed, Hazel grew up: 

Did four yea rs in grammar schoo l. four 

years in reform school and did nut learn 

atl~lhil1g in either place . Reform schoo ls 
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arc supr'l(lscd 10 leach vlC:lOus ness and 

crim imliity but Hazcl did not pay cnough 

attention. lie came (Ju t of refo rm schu() 1 

as innocent uf viciousness 3S he was of 

fractions and long divi sions. (CR 17 ) 

While ll;'lrrOlting the life of IIOl ze l. Stei nbeck the sm: iall y 

conscious novelist comments how po ve rty anti socallec.1 reform 

schools deform a growing chi ld, incrimi nate him. IIowever, Hazel 

gets shelter in the pal ace fl ophouse with Mac and the boys. He helps 

Doc. co llec t animals for Doc's experiments in the western Biological 

Laboratory. 

Like lJanny in Tortil/a Flat . Mac has four other mates; Eddie 

Gay, Jones , and Hughie in the palace nophollse. They all do petty 

jobs and fillacially support each other to make a fnmil)' all by 

thelllsclvt:s. They arc happy with their family. Onl y Il enry sometime 

mourns over hi s ill fate whenever "he was left alone. he mourned 

formally for a wh ile hut actually he felt a sense of relief' (CR 77). 

There arc peuplc. such as Mr Mall oy. who make money out of 

people's misery. Thu!I: Mr. Malloy rents hi s unused larger boiler pipes 

as sleeping quarters: "With a piece of tar paper over the end a square 

o r carpel uve r the other, tbey made comfurtab le bedrooms, although 

men used to sleeping curled up had to change their habits or move 

Ollt " (CR 26) . 

In Cannery Raw, in "cosm ic Monterey" Steinheck shows all 

generous. sympathetic and honest people aTC poor. It is as if 

symphony, ge ll cru~ity. honesty arc sy nonymuus with poverty and 

fa ilu re. while unkind, dishonest and apathet ic pcople are rich and 
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successrul. Doc thinks ovcr this di :-;p<l rity and asks himself why it 

harpens, 

II has nlwnys seemed strange In lIle . The 

things we ndmire in man . kindness and 

generosi ty. opellness understnndl ll g an ti 

recling nrc the concumit.lIlts or railure in 

om system. And Ihose trail s we detest 

sharpness. greed, acq uisi ti veness. 

meanness. egotism and selr-interest arc 

the trait s of ::; uccess, And while men 

ad mire the quality or the first they love 

the produce or the second. (CR R2) 

Doc finds no accep table answer to this eth ical dilemma . Tired 

of th is di lel11m., Doc consoles himsclf with a concocted conclusion: 

noble . 

There is no explaining of a se ri es of 

misfortunes like that. Every man blames 

hi mselr. People in the ir black minds 

remember sins comm itted sec ret ly and 

\\,Ionder whether they had caused the ev il 

sequence. One man Illrly put it duwn to 

sunspots. wh ile anothe r invok in g the law 

of probabilities docs not be li eve it. (eN 

83) 

Steinbeck shows that the common peopl e are really great, 
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They are the virtues, the Ciraces, the 

Ucuutics of the hurried mangled craziness 

of Monterey ilnd the Cosmic Monterey, 

where men in fea r <Inc! hunger destroy 

thei r stomachs in the ligh t to secure 

certain food. \vhcre l1lon hungering for 

love destroy everything lovahle about 

them. Mac and the boys arc the Beauties, 

the Virtues, the Graces. In the wo rld 

rul ed hy ti gers with ulcers, rutted by 

Structured bulls. scavenged by blind 

jackals. Mac anu the boys dine delicately 

wi th the tigers. fondie the frantic hei fers 

and wr:tp up the crumbs to feed the Sea 

gull s ofC:tnnery Row. (CI? 8) 

As compnred to the "tigers with ulcers," "structured bul ls," 

"scavengers," that is the propertied and the profit minded people, 

Mae and the boys live a belle r adjtL~ ted, harmoniolls and complacent 

li fe. Steinbeck asks, "what can it profit a man to gain the whole 

world and to come to his proper ty with gastric ulcer. a blown 

prostrate and bifocals?" (CR 8). To his own question thrown to the 

world. Steinbeck answers preferring the boys and Mac for they can 

avoid trilp (property) and poiso ll (profit) : 

Mnc and the boys avoid the trap. walk 

around the poison, step over the noose 

while a gcnemtioll of trapped, poisoned 

and tressed up men scream at them and 

call them no goods, comc- to- bad- cnds. 
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blols-oll-thr-town. thieves. rascals lind 

hlJtllS . (CR ~) 

Steinheck thillk~ that nature a l ~n prefers and loves r..'lae and 

Ihe hoy,. 

Our Father who art in Naturc, who has 

givcn the gi rt of survival to the coyote, 

tbe C0l111110n brown rat, the English 

sparrow. the l){Iuse ny and the 1I101h. must 

have a great and overwhelming love for 

no-goods and blots·on-the- town and 

bUllls, and Mac and the hoys. Virtues and 

graces and laziness and zest. Our Father 

who art in nature. (CR 8) 

Stcinheck thinks. Nature 10\les Mac and the boys for their self 

complacence and contentment for they are not "ulcered," "strictured," 

blind "sl' avcngcrs" erazy for acquisition and aVlI ri ce, they are so 

tolerant and ever happy for they do not com plain. have no grudge. 

Mac fo r eXLlmple says, "It don'! do no good to say "01 sor ry. I've 

been sorry al l my life. This ain', no new thing. It' s always like this" 

(el? 75) . They llngrudgingly accept life without complain and 

despair. Mac and the boys who represent com mon men unfo rt unately 

have become the otltcast!i in the novel. Stei nbeck is sympathet ic to 

the outcasts saying, "they had hecomt: socia l outcasts. All o f their 

good intentions we re forgutten now" (CR SO). Steinbeck can sec 

"Mac and the boys were under a cloud- a pale cloud but soc ially Mac 

and they btlyS were beyond the pale" (ell 80). 
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Socially Mac ,lOti the h()ys we re hcyo nd 

the p<J le. They d rew into themselves and 

no one could foresec how they wou ld 

come Oll t (If the cloud . For therc nrc two 

poss ible rcncti (lll to social oSlradsm

ei ther a man e merges delermined In be 

beller. purer and kindlier. (lr he goes 

had. chnllcnges the wo rld Cl nd docs evcn 

worse things. This last IS the 

commoncs t rcaction or the st igma. (CR 

gO) 

BUI Mac and his boys do not ro llnw a ny \lr the probable ways 

Ihal socia l outcasts usually ro llow as mentio ned by Ste inbeck. instead 

they were unusuall y "balanced on the scales or good and evil . .. they 

were forbea rin g and patie nt wi lh one another" (CR 80). They lo vc 

each o lher and they are kind to an imals (t he puinter dog Darling and 

Ihe seagull s). The ir only mHipalhy is towards the establ ishment and 

s late ce remonies. For example . Mac and his hays s it ncar the Fourth 

Jul y Parade gro und but they have nul the least interest to look at the 

Parade. HRy just turning their heads they cnn sec it. by s tanding up 

the y can watch it , and hy w;llking Iwo short blocks they can be righ t 

beside it. Now I'll bet you a q uart of beC'r, they won't even turn their 

heads" (C'N R I) . So Mac and hi s boys st()ically react to the 

established socia l o rder. 

In Callnery Row the two clmractc rs that concern the careful 

reade rs must are Uoc ilnd Mac . Doc himself is a philosopher . a 

bund le of opposites reconciled. but he thin ks Mac and hi s boys arc 

bette r phil osophers than himself. Doc says. 
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" Look at them. '1 here arc your true 

philosophers, I think," he went on. " thtH 

Mac ~Ild the boys know everything that 

has ever happened in the workl poss ihly 

everything that wi ll happen ," (eR 81) 

Doc then comments on lhe life sty le of Mac and his boys: 

I think they survive III this particu lar 

\\!orJd bcltcr than other peop le. In a time 

when people tea r themse lves to pieces 

with amhition and nervousness ami 

covetollsness, they nrc relaxed . All of our 

so-called successful men are sick men. 

wil h bad stomachs. and bad soul s, but 

MOle and the boys are healthy and 

curiously dean They ca ll do what Ihey 

wan t. They can sati sfy he ir appetites 

without calling them somethin g else . ( 'R 

81) 

People who "cnn satis fy thei r appetit es" ca ll ing them appeti tes 

..... ithout look ing for :II1Y other meani ng of appe tite are great people 10 

Doc. Mnc und the gang have no moncy- the), arc poor but they are not 

crazy for muney. I r they hml wished Ihey could have had enough of it. 

Doc says. 

"They could get it," Duc saiJ "They 

could ruin thei r lives and ge t moncy . Mac 

has qualilics of genius . They're all very 

clever if they wanl someth ing. They JUS l 
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h.now the nature uf things too well to he 

c;'lught in th<l' wanting." ((,N 81) 

In these two statements underlie the novel's basic 

philosophical and moral system. These are Dnc's statements as the 

spokcsnHlIl (.If Steinbeck . Peter Lisea cOlllmen ts that Ihese Iwo 

statements "cons titute the conceit (lilt of which Ihe novel's episodes 

arc fab ri cated, episodes whidl comrnent on variolls aspects of 

civilized man his business. his illusion. his sex drive, and his 

rciutions with his fellow man" 2( 1). 

Upholding the life of Ooc. Mac and the boys Steinbeck draws 

the attention of hi s readers to the disparity Ihal a modern society 

creates. Steinbeck suggests this pernicious disparity in the life of a 

society should be eliminated . Some concessions should he allowed to 

the people living in "boiler pipes" and deSCried houses so that they 

may lind some opportunities to tr)' their lot for a healthy normal life 

like other people. so that they do not turn to violence for surviva l. It 

is nobility of the people in COImery Ruw in Monterey that they do not 

turn viuiclll. If neglected 100 long, they llIay not remain patient. 

Apprehending that they may turn to violen t ways, Steinbeck suggests 

that the elites and rulers should take possible preventive measures by 

allowing maxinllull concession to the outcasts. 

East of Edell (1951) 

Emil of Edell is Stei nbeck's longest nove l of rive hundred 

pages divided intu fifty-rive chapters contai ning his repeated search 

for a philosophical suiutiull of man' s etc rnal conflict between vi rtue 

and vice. Man in his nature has inherited. Steinbeck believes, "both 
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the .scars of Ihe lire and the impur iti es whic h 1l1ade the fi re of 

necessary" (£OE 486). That scar of lire, mall hns inhc ritell in hi s 

being "when onee rtn nngry anll di sgusted Gull puured molle n fi re 

from a c rucib le 10 deslroy or purify hi s littlc handiwork o f mud" 

(EO£ 486). Emil of Eden ask U whether man is to face "destruct ion" 

or "purifi cation," wi th almost all of the chaplers repeatedly asking for 

the sol ution o f th is question which is as old as hUlllan moral his tnry, 

Atlam Trask i$ the hero of the novel. lie bus u brother Charles . 

Adam's fa ther sends Adam to the army . When Adam returns from the 

army, he marries Ca th y, and gelS twin sons Aaron and Caleb. The 

Trasks have a good rela tion with the Hami lton family- Samue l 

Hamilton is the hest man In th e lIamilton family and intimately 

related with the Trask family. Adam's wife Cathy suddenly leaves 

Adam and hi s two sons. She becomes a whore and runs a whore 

house in the cit y. When Cathy dies, she leaves her ill earnings to her 

son Aaron . Lee is the Chinese cook in the Trask f amily. 

Conventionally Steinbeck's no vels do not have a defi nite plot to be 

developed with a begi nning, a middlc and an end . In hi s novels, 

characters come to embody his mai n poi nt of view. 

In Ea.\·' I~f Edell all the charac ters are grouped in two groups : 

Alice , Adam , A[tfon and Abram represent virtue and Cyrus. Charl es, 

('a thy, Ca lch represent vice. 'I hey arc all placed in Salinas Valley, in 

a na tme full o f opposi tes or drough ts and noods, grasses and dust 

bowls. The Hamiltons were based 011 Steinbeck's ma terna l ancesto rs . 

lIamiltons being the antecedents of Steinbeck 's mOlher Ol ive 

lIamilton, Steinbeck 's SiJYs, "the ph ysicil l background o r the book is 

next to grandfather. .. I re member a friend o f my father- a wha ling 
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mOIster nmned Captain T rask .... J ilm relat ing 10 every reader the 

stury as tho ugh he were n~.,ding abu ut hi s own hackground" (.ION 7) . 

Steinbeck says. "I have put the forc:cs o r evi l agai nst a 

po tenlia l good" (JON 150). In pulting evil agai ns t good. Stei nbeck 

returns to the Cain and Abel story o f the Bi bh:. About the Biblica l 

s tory Stei nbeck says. " thi s s tory is the basis o f all huma n neu rosis

and it you take 'fal l' a long wilh it. yo u have tota l o f the psychic 

troubles that can happen 10 a human" (JON 1(4). 

Steinbct.:k did not think that nHtn emlld nevc r reach perfec tion . 

As a philosopher he bclieved in th r: power of man to bcc.:ollle perfec t 

wi th nil the impe rfections in him . l ie however. did not be lieve in 

abso lute perfection of man. As Stein beck poi ntcd o ut "i t is the dU ly 

of the wr iter (oli n up. 10 extend . to encourage" (.JON 11 5). 

Ste inbeck be lieved in the poten tial it y of man. Whereas. other 

naturalists bel ieve tha t man is a help less product in the hands o f 

heredity and envirunment. Steinbeck bel ieveu Ihat miln could change 

bo th his nature and Ihe ex ternal env irunrnent to a conside rab le extent. 

In the process hOlh hcn:dit y and environment rec iproca ll y influence 

eac h other. 

It is true we are weak a nd sick :Illd ugly 

and quarrelsome bu t if that all we ever 
• 

were. we would millennium ago have 

di .s3ppeared fro m the face of the ea rth. 

and a few re mnants of foss ili zed j<lw 

bones, a few teeth in s inHa of li mesto ne 

wou ld be the only mark ou r species 

wnu hl have \eft 011 lhe earlh. (JON 11 5) 
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Sleinhl.:l.:k was nol optim istic about the total tJ isappearnnec o r 

ev il from the ea rth . I Ie conceded the existence o f bad agains t good 

and good ugai ns t bad ac ting as ca talysts to eac h tIthe r, showing that 

"eve ry ma n has Cain in him" (.ION 128). S te inheck"s non.tclcoiog ica l 

philosoph)' essent ially propagates that. ho th good nud had hOld hee n 

on earlh and will rellwin so unti l the e nd. So com me nting o n his 

charac ter p:'H\crnin!J, in East oj Edell. Steinbeck says. " Aaro ll is no! as 

imp0rlant as Cal but hc is slIl'e ly ns important in the se nse that he is a 

c"talys< of Cal" (JON 151) . 

.10111'1/(11 (~f (I NOVE'l is "a kind of arguing gro und for the s lUry" 

for the s tor), o r F.(I.\' { nJ Eden . In the fo rm o f' il d iary Journal oj (/ 

Novel contains the daily rcpOrlS about the plan ning and patterning of 

the novel, thai Steinbeck recorded while writi ng £a5/ of Eden. Th us 

this "documcnt casts a !loud of light on the author"s mind and o n the 

nature of the erc.Hive process" (JON, Int ro.) . 

S tc inheck's original plan for Eust ofEcien "was to sc t down in 

story for his two small SO ilS the fu JI reco rd of their nnces tors from the 

time they moved wcslw<l rd to Salinas Valley just aft er the civ il war" 

(Saturday Re\'iew, 35. /\ug_ 30, 1952. 4). Late r Stei nbeck changed the 

r" mil y chronicle to a chronicl e of unive rsa l connie! of the 

incompletion of human beings . 

III Ensf of Eden cha racte rs represent ing good begi n w ith 

Adam. Conventionally in Stei nbeck's works. goot! people arc always 

poor. hUlles ty fun s hand in hand wilh poverty. poor people nre honest 

and Ihey can fee l for Ihe pour. Ad;:l1l1 had also "developed a love fo r 

the poor people . be cou ld nol hnvc conceived if he had not been poor 

him self' (£OE 45). Ada m is innocen t ha vi ng a clean s late soul. Until 
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he was tn ken tll jail on chnrgc of vagwncy. he d id no t know blacknes5 

ill man , I laving been in ji'l il. "he learned how mall can consider othe r 

man as beasts" (£()£ 45), 

A!.lam becomes experi enced in the wurld <lnd begins to know 

human na ture, To Louis he says. "some men arc rriends w ilh the 

whole world in thei r hearts and there nre ot he rs tha t hate themselves 

and sprcCld their hnlrcd (IrOlilld li ke nn a hal drcad" (fOE II J) . 

1)111 Adam' s nature is so simple , narve ::md honest that he docs 

nol understand evil. He rall s in love Wllh the mosl illonstrOllS 

c harac ter or the novel- Cathy. Thus. in East of Eden the best and Ihe 

worst arc placed contrapuntall y to test each othe r. Cathy marries 

Adam but develops a clandestine Jove relatio n with Chfl rles. Adam' s 

brother. Cat hy gels Iwi n sons by Charles. Despite knowing full we ll 

her fick le nature. Adam loves Cathy. One day Cath y shoots Adam, 

and. leaving behind her twin sons, nees rrom Adam'~ house. Adam. a 

to lerant man, coni nues to Jove Ca th y. Admll says. "I guess 1 wo uld 

not have minded so much ir she had wanted my deat h. That wo ul d 

have heen a ki nd 01' love. Utlt I was an annoyance nut an e nemy" 

(fOE 21 1). Adam wonders whether it is Cathy's beau ty that had 

altrac ted him , Allmn as ks Shamuel. "w .. s s he very beautiful 

Shamuel?" Shamuc l a nswers Ihat Calhy was no t as Adam imagined 

her, Adam' s imagi nation is heautiru l not Ca thy's a ppearance. 

Shamuci says. "to you she was beautiful. because you built her. I 

don't think yOll ever saw her- only your crea tion" (£OE 211 ). 

Cathy' s repl ica within Adam's mind is beautiful. Cathy is 

burn vicious and she docs 110t change ullti l her death. T he 

cllntrapul1tnl placement of Adam ancl Cathy is Ihe eterna l placement 

239 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



of good ngainsl bad . Why bad things comc Oil emlh is a quest ion to 

Steinbeck himscJr. In J()IlI'Iwl 11./ NOlle l Sleinheck attempts to explain 

had things. especially Ca thy's hadness. 

Cathy is by nature a whore ... why Adum 

T r<'lsk should have fallen in love is 

anybody 's gl1ess hut J th ink it wa5 

becillise he IAdam} himself was trained 

to ope rate best under a harsh mas ter and 

simply transfe rred thaI to a luugh 

mis tress ... Cathy is a monster·· do n ' t 

think they do not exist. If one can be bo rn 

wit h a tw isted and deformed face or body 

Olle can sure ly also come into the wo rld 

with a malformeu suul. (JON 39·41) 

Steinbeck made Cathy represent evil. As he says, "she [Cathy] 

IS a li ttle pieee of the munsle r in a ll o f us" (JON (7). Ste inbeck 

cxpiJins why Cathy shoots Adam: 

" lI er lire.:: is Ol1e of revenge 011 the other 

peop le hecall se of a vague feel ing of her 

own lack. A lIlan born blind IllllSt in a 

sense hate eyes as well as envy them. A 

blind man might wis h to remove all of 

the eyes o f the world ." (JON 124) 

So out of her "lack" (incomplet ion) and the "envy" horn o ul or 

that lack: that incom pletion, Cathy shools Ad<llll and leaves her twin 

SOilS. If Cathy hOld understood her "'ack" she could have tri ed 10 

overcome that. Adam says. 
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I kllow thai ther's part of you mlssmg. 

Some men can' ! sec the color green but 

they may never know they r.:an·L J think 

you' re only a part or a human. I r.:a n't do 

anythi ng about tha t. But wonder 

whether you ever feci that something 

invisible is all tlw! around you. It wou ld 

be horrible if you knew, it was there and 

you coulll n' ! see it 01' feel it. Thai wou lt.! 

be horrib le (EOE 313). 

Why il happens in human life and nature is a question to 

Steinbeck. In such mysteries of human nature. Steinheck says. " I 

become confused" (JON 159). Through Cathy Steinbeck shows that 

evil things arc hard to be blott ed out from human nature ; they are, 

they were, they wil! be. I\s a non-leleo logisl ph il osopher Steinbeck 

believed thi s but he is more inclined to show the victory of virtue. 

Steinbeck says. " I have repeated that good things do not die. Did yo u 

feel that Shamuel had go t into I\dam .md would li e in him? Did you 

ret.:! the n:birth in him? (JON J 24) 

Like the '~ reb i rth " of Shamuc l in Adam there IS rebirth of 

Charles in ClI!eb, "Shilll1Ue!" win finall )'. 

This Inall 1 ShamurJ 1 must not be defeated 

even lbllUgh he may fe c i defeat n)) around 

IdnL . 1 believe t!Hlt the great ones Plato, 

Lao-tsc, Bhl1da. Chri st, Paul and the great 

lI ehrew prophets are not remembered for 

negation or denial. (.ION ! 15) 
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Stei nbeck docs nut Impose the rcs(l lul ioll straightway; his 

cllilracters CfU!<oS a long winding way wrullg wi th connict ing 

questions. Through a catechism on the Book of (icncsis, Ad<llll, 

Shamucl and I.ee want to make it clear for themselves. Lee the 

"philosopher ... the thoughtful man" says, "v irtue we think we learn 

because we arc luld ahout it. But sin is our own designing" (EOE 

2 17). Menli(lIl ing the nook of Genesis Adfllll says exc ited ly, 

We fi re descended from tbis. This is ou r 

rathe r. S01l1e o r our guilt is abso rhed ill 

our ancestry. What chance did we have'! 

We arc the children of our father. It 

means we aren't first. II is an excuse .. . 

(EOE217) 

Lee, " the intc rpreter ... the active figure," says. "clsc we would 

long ago have wiped out gu ilt. and the world would nol he tilled with 

sad . pun ished people" (EOE 2 17). Shamucl adds to Lee's comment, 

"we are snaprcd bOld \0 om .. nces try. We have guilt" (EOE 2 17). But 

Adam is otltrtl gl!d at God' s j lldgement. saying, " I rememher being a 

little out raged al Gud. BOl h Cain and Abel gave what they had and 

God flccepted Abel anti and rejected Cain. I never thought th,1I was a 

ju~t thing. I lIever ul lderstu()d it" (fOE 2 17). Shamuel argues wi lh 

Ad~m. 

God did not condemn Cai n at all. Even 

(jod can have preference can'l he? Let's 

suppuse Uot..l liked lamb hetter Ihan 

vegetables. Cai n got him a bunch of 

carrols may he. And God sai d, " I dUll " 
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like this Try again . Bring mc sUlllething I 

like and I'll sct you lip alongside your 

brother." But Cain gut mad . Ili s feelings 

were hurl. And when iI man's feelings are 

hurL he WiHltS 10 strike at something. <1 IHJ 

Abcl was in the way of hi s anger. (I:.'OE. 

2 1 R) 

Nei ther Adam . Sharnucl and I.ee arc stern believers in 

traditional Christianity; they s imply try to unlock thc riddle . Like 

many other Steinbeck- characters (easy in Grapcs o/' Wrath, Doc in 

COllllcry Row) Lee in ECl.I't (~l Edell docs nut h,wc any finn belief in 

(jod <lnd reli gion; Lee thinks more of the human suul , 

I have no bent towards gods. But I have <l 

new love for that glittering instrument the 

human soul. It is a lovely and ullIque 

thing in the universe, It IS always 

attacked and never destroyed. (fOE 247) 

The characters by themselves try to solvc Ihe paradoxes of thc 

IHhle, They want to see a world with less o f vice, they want to know 

the origin or vice in man, Their connie t throws thcm into a riddle. a 

shaduwy puzzll', but Ihey cont inue to hope : "could not a world be 

buill arolLnd Ilcecptcd trulh? Cuuldn't some pains and insanilies be 

rOllted out ir the callses were known" (HOE 219). Lee thinks uf the 

conniet, "i I' S despcrntely cUlIlplic.HCd . But at Ihe end there's light" 

(£0£ 2 1~) . 

The twins Aaroll and Cill i1re Lhe rebirth of Adllm i1nd Charles 

(virtue and vice) , They arc incomplete bcings both sharing partially 
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tr<lil.c:; of virtuc <llld VICC. Aaron believes thaI their mol her is in 

heaven. but ('<I I does 1101 believe it. AUTOn believes <IS Lee ip.lVe him 

"f! slnr to look Olt lie SOl id that may be that was am mother and she 

wllulJ love tiS as long as th"l light was there" (f()E 274) . As a child 

Aaron believes Lee, but Cal is not as s imple as Aaron . Cal docs lIot 

bel ieve what Aaron nclievcs, "father sa id she waS in the !leaven" 

(EOF: 274). Rernembering his mother whom he had ne ver seell. Aaroll 

cries. but Ca l li nes not cry. Amon is so ft in nature and sheds tears. 

However hi s softne ss is not abso lute , it has tuughness 100: "Aaron 

would cry. hut sometimes pushed to tellrs. Aaron would fight too . 

And when Aaron cried and fou ght at the same lime he wa!'i dangerous. 

No th ing could hurt him and nothing could stop hi m" (fOE 275). This 

shows that Aaron is 1I 0 t simply a being of so ft ness ilnd tears alone. 

lie has h<l rshness and fury in him too. Strangely , Cal' s physical 

appearance is like Adam (innot.:cnce) but he inheri ts the nature of 

Charl es (vice) and the physical appearance of Aaron (innocence) is 

like thilt or Cathy (vicc). So virtue and vice conti nue in man 

irrespec ti ve of physical ilppearance. and every apparent innocence 

conta ins some \' ice and every apparent vice contains some innocence. 

Steinbeck's characters then ascert<l in thJ I man is essentially a 

unifi ed whole of opposi tes. every individual in hi s psychic being 

inherits bo th the elements equally. When quanti ty or either virtue or 

\'ice goes up in all indi vidual he becumes virtuous or vic ious, but in a 

virwous man the re remains sOllie vice as in a vicious man there 

remains cons iderable clements of virtue . So along with the characters 

in the novel. the mmator in Eo,\'( vj Edl' l1 also believes that. 

Humans arc caught in the ir li ves, in 

thei r a\'a rice and cruelty and in th eir 
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kindness and generosity too in a nct of 

good nnd eviL I think this is the only 

stnry, we have ,md that it occurs in all 

levels of feeling and intelligence. 

Virtue and vice wcre warp and woof of 

uur first consciousncss. anJ they will 

be fabric of our last. and th is, despite 

allY changes. we may impose on field 

and river and mountain, on economy 

and manners. (UIE 337) 

The narrator in the novel is invariably Steinbeck himself 

because in .Iollt/wl '~f (/ Novel Steinbeck says about the phi losophy in 

East oj Edell. "the moral ideas. philosophies arc my own" (.ION 160). 

Steinbeck believes that both virtue and vice work together in a man, 

hut man never helplessly su rrenders to vice. Rather he tries for 

perfection in every generation. lie repeats this conviction many times 

in Eo.H aJEden, The narrator defines the best Illan: 

Who perhaps made many errors III 

performance but whose effective life was 

devoted to making men brave nnd 

dignified ,md good in a time when they 

were poor and frightened f1nd when ugly 

forces were !oose in the world to utilize 

their rears. (EOE 338) 

Clarifying human nature, the narrator reiterates thal human 

nature in coullterncting between virtue anti vice tends to virtue 
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Iilmlly. So oHln in hi s life timc tries to do somcthing to bc 

rcmcmhcreJ after his death. 

In uncertainly. am ce rtain that 

ulHJcrneath their topmost layer~ o f frailty 

men want to be good and wnn! to be 

loved . Indccd, most tlf their vices arc 

attcmpled sllOrl cut to lovc . .. when a man 

COIllCS to die , 110 Illaller what his talent 

and inlluence <In d genius, if he rJics 

unloved his life must be 11 failure to him 

and his dying a cold horror. (EOF. J3R) 

From commcnting on human lire in general, the narrator then goes on 

to COnlment on life in particular, "it sccms to me that if you or I mllst 

choose be tween two courses (v irtue and vice) or thought or action, 

wc should remember our dying and tTy so to live that ou r death brings 

no pleasure to the world" (tOE 338). 

The narrator thinks that this slory of the duel of virtue and 

Vice is the on ly story of man that recurs in almos\ a ll the creative 

branches of human thought. this is the archetype story in literature. 

The narrator says. 

We have only one story. All nuvel s, all 

poetry arc bllilt on the nevcr-enrJing 

contest in our selves of good and evil. 

And occurs to me that evil Illust 

constantly rcspawn, while good, whi le 

virtuc is immortal. vice has alwi1Y~ a new 

fresh yo ung face , while vi rtue IS 
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vulncrable as nothing cl~c in the worlJ . 

(li()J, JJH) 

Lee, the philosopher in the nove l. repeals the same thing. Lee 

believes tlwI the opposing qualities in man'!: nature are essent ially his 

own. lie believes, "hate cannot live alone. It must have love as a 

trigger, a good a st imulant" (£OF: 405). Lec does not believe that 

onl y vice (hatred) or only virtue (love) can go alone; ench or thcm is 

incomplcte without the other. 

may bc its true that we arc all dcsccntJctJ 

rrom the restless. the nervous , the 

criminals, the arguers and brawlers, hut 

also the brave. independent and generalis. 

I r our ancestors had not been that. they 

would have stayed in their home pints in 

the other world and starvetl over the 

squeezed olll soil. (EOE 462) 

Lee helicves that. 

Every man In every generat ion 1S 

relined ... All impurities hurnetJ out and 

ready for a glorious flux, and fur that 

more fire . And then eithcr the slag heap 

or. perhaps what no one in the world ever 

quite gives up, perfection. (EOE 486) 

With this belief. Lee says that "he hud worked patiently and 

slowly and he succu mbed in building Adam [IS the center, the 

foundation, the essence of truth" (£0£ 349). In 1.ec's belier. there arc 
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stages of perfCCli{) n (from vice tn virtue and virtuc 10 perfec t ion) . Lee 

find s change as the essence of human n<.l lure. l ie bel ieves that 

everything changes to a posit ive end . 

Obscrve constantl y all things take 

place hy change. and aCClIstnm thyse lf 

to consider. that the nature of the 

unive rsc loves nothing so much as to 

change thing.s whil:h arc and In nwke 

new things like them. ro r everything is 

in a manner the seed of that which will 

be. (EOE 458) 

Lee' s belie f in "changc" an!.! "perfection" is Steinbeck's philosophy 

propagated , a5 Steinbeck claims, in the novd "a ll the mora ls. idea5, 

philosophies arc my own" (JO.N 160). 

Steinhcck 11<Is a definitc point to make clear that human nature 

is u blend of opposites and incomple lions but the freedom of huma n 

will It"ads eve ryo ne In goodness and virtlle. r-ur exa mple, Cathy is an 

incomplete character both physica lly ami mentally . she is too limited 

10 unders tand her " Iilck." Out. be fore hel" dentll. she understnnds her 

limitations, her cv il life and evi l earning, and she gives all or her 

property to her son Aaron : " I leave everything to my son Aaron 

Trask" (EOE 448 ). 

She wanted to alleviate hcr vice by giving everything to her 

v irtuous son Aaron. If she were incorrigibly vic ious; ir vice never 

tended to change to v irtuc, then she would ha ve given her property 

even partially to her another son Cal (v ice) to lineally integrate the 

descending mucr of vice. v ice would have mergeu with vice . BUI it 
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dnes no t happen . Rather Ihe revcrse happens. This illustrates 

Stcinbeck's moral concept quite clearly . 

!:;cIJI (~I £(It'1/ has been criticized as "a kind of eclec ti c 

irresolution" (N,'w )'o,.k Tllnes lJ(}ok Reviell'. Septcmhcr 21, 1952, 

22). Even reter LiscH comments tha t, "the author himself denies free 

will tn the Ilovel's most wicked charac te r Cathy" (167), However 

Cath y is allowed free \\·ill : she feels hcr "lack ," she repenls a nd gives 

all of her property 10 her virtuolls SO il Amon. 

Although almost the whole novel deals wi th Steinbeck's moral 

concept. Ihe soc ial cnllseioll!meSS sparsely comes in the nove l. The 

sociot l consciollS IlCSS is not su broadl y dea lt with in Ihe novel as in hi s 

o ther Ilnve ls like In Duhious Jjalffe, Grape.'! of Wrath and OJ Mice 

and Mell. Ea.tI of Eden is a philosophica l no vel that bears the definite 

"advancement of Steinbeck's thoug ht which has heel1 defined by 

F.dmund Wilson as too ba rcl y nat urali stic" (22). 

In fact. with East {If Eden Steinbeck reaches the most 

profonmllevcl of hi s philosopby. li e dlles not treat man as n he lpless 

creature before heredity (human nature) and envi ronment (external 

nature) . As a non-tcJcologist philosopher. he accepts the existence of 

bOlh vi rt ue and vil!c ill human lifc . cmphasiz ing that man struggles to 

perfection wilh a t! the imperfections in hi s bein~ . Steinbeck's is 

nei ther skeptic nor eclect ic ; in his philosophy there is more of 

optimism <lnd pragmati sm. F.asl Of Etlen is remarkable fo r its clarity 

of perception. hold ness of si mpliJication of a subtle ano profound 

Illoral conniet. While cOlllmenting 011 EaJf of Eden, Joseph Ilemy 

Jackson rightly comments. " he rSteinbc<.:k] has been thinking more 
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deeply than ever before about life amI human beings who live it" 

( I I ). 

Steinbeck thought highl y uf East (~l Edell . While writing it, as 

he says in Jourl/ol ({ Novel. " It must conta in a ll the world J knew and 

it mllst havc everything in it of wh ich I am capable---all sty les and 

techniques- nil poetry <lnd it must havc in it a great dea l of laughter" 

(8 ). 

The essential part uf the novel could have heen in n much 

smaller dimension as Steinbeck had done in q( Mice and Mell. Eas( 

{~/ HdelJ is thicker in volume. thicker than necessary, Steinbeck is 

conscious of this . "Everything in this book turns larger than I had 

anticipated" (.ION 24). About his aspiration with the nove l Stei nbeck 

says, "I really talk too much about my work and to anyone who will 

listen" (.ION 77). Steinbeck himself estimates his novel saying. "and 

it seems to me that the thunder has produced a mouse" (JON 171). As 

he " talks too much" he claims, here he has ta lked too modest ly. In 

facl, East (~( Edell is a burst of thunder that hOlS produced lightening, 

a simrr lightening. illuminating brightly <I connict in human moral 

history. 

Sweet Thursday (1954) 

Fuur yc;trs after Eew (!l Eden. Steinbeck wrote Sweel 

Thursday. a sequel lO emmet)' Row. lJoc continues to be the cent ral 

charac ter who strings up the forty episodes in a chan&co Cannery 

Row in Monterey. There are some new characters: Whitney I, 

Whitney 11. old JingJeballicks, Johnny, Prt!ron, Joseph. Fauna. Suzy. 

250 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



II~ zel. The episudes of ')'lI'et'l TflllrSldllY arc filled wi th psychological 

inller action and illh.' rat·t ioll of the characters. 

As in ClI/mery Row so in Sweel T/l/lrsda)' Doc IS a relcntless 

researcher in marine biulogy uver tl ten year hlllg tiring period . 

Throughout the period, shades of confusion anti hesitation overcast 

Uoc. l ie Junks back at his long rcse;tn:h je'lllrllcy: "when people 

change direction it is a rare oll e whu docs not spend the fi rst hal f uf 

the journey looking back over his shoulders" (STD 216). So Doc 

looks back and asks himsel f; what is achmlly his mission, his search. 

"who knows. what is deep ill any man's mind? Who knows what any 

man wants"(STD II). 

Doc meditates over his past journey and while in his deep 

thought he luses himself in a romantic illusion mingled in mUSIc; 

music is the c~lIlstitlition of abstract sound waves s imil ar to the 

illusion of Ihe researcher-Doc: until the research goal is logically 

arranged with a final verdict. it is an illusion. Doc then rolls back and 

forth to illusion on one side and mlls ic all the ot her, "he combined 

the o':!allly (If the sea with man's lovel iest achievement-music" (STD 

21 ). 

A sort of di scontentmcnt se izcs Doc, ns "discun tentment is 

lever l<1 clwngc." Doc cr<1ves ror ch<1nge by JiSCl)ntil111ing. his resea rch 

but he cannot even change the direction. In his cOllnicting phase 

"discontentment nihbled at him-nol pai nrully but constantly" (SrD 

22). Doc thinks that he has somethi ng more to find out in the life of 

man. as man has more debt to repny 10 m,m alld society than 

observi ng in vain the life (If the an imals in the seas. Doc is ti red of 
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Ibe "lovely purposelessness" of his laboratury. Dne thinks that he has 

more debt to man : 

Men sccm to he born with i1 dcht they call 

neWf pay. no maller huw hanJ Ihey try. It 

piles IIp ahead of them. Man owes 

something to mnn. If he ignol'cs the debt 

it poi suns him, Dnd if he tries to mi:1kc 

paymcnts the dcht on ly increases, nnd the 

tjllality of the girt is the mcasure uf the 

111'". (SID 27) 

As it philosopher sc ientist, Doc thinks thM 110 illd iv idunl can 

do something either unique or extranrdimuy. Every individual's 

efrorts <J,n: integ.rally related with the errorts of his predecessors, it is 

only the continuity that the individual can sustain. An individual's 

atlempts arc a pilrl of the cont inunl scnrching process or Ihe 

humanity. Doc asks himself. 

What cnn n llIan accomplish that hns not 

hccn done a million times before? What 

can Ite say thnt he will 110t lind Lno-'I"se 

or in the nhngnbnt Ciila or the prophet 

I" jah. (STD 2J) 

Dne then inrers a dialectical unil y nf the whole history of 

human thought saying. "it is better 10 sit in npprec iative 

contemplation of a world in which beauty is cxtcrnnlly su pported on 

<1 foundation or ug liness: cut out the support and beauty wi ll sink 

rrom sight" (ST!) 23). Doc seart:hcs wi thin himsel r his ab ility. his 

individual tnlent: "What am I thinking? Wlmt do I \vant? Where do I 
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w'lIlt to go? (.\'TIJ 24) In an:o.wcr. three voices withi n his mimi sound 

together: 

The top voice of his thinking mind would 

sing. "" hat lovely lillie particles. neither 

plants nor animals bu t somehow both

the reservoir of all life in the world. the 

hase supply of fund for every OIlC . Ir al l 

of these shOldd die. every other living 

thing will die as a consequcm:c." 

The lower vUlce of his mind would bc 

singing, "What are you looking for. lilll!! 

mind? Is it yc)ursclf Y(1u're trying to 

identify? Are YOli looking at little things 

to avoid big things?" (STI) 25) 

Tht! thiro vllice which came from hi s marrow would describc Doc's 

"feil failurc" si nging, "I.oncsome~ i. oneSllll1 C what good is it? Who 

benefits? Thought is the evasion of feeling. You're walling up the 

leaking loneliness" (S1'D 25) . 

Doc discovers hilllself ill a sta le of lonel iness rind thinks that 

hIS l<llenl Imd Icn him mlll;h earlie r. Ooc asp ired for some great 

contri bution to biological science. he expected so me grea tness might 

fall on him . He waited for IOllg ten years for the aspired greatness 

thinki ng: " 1\0 one knows how grc~tllcsS comes to man. It mny lie in 

hi s blackness, sleeping or it nmy lance into him like those driven 

liery p<lrtic\es frolll outer space" (STIJ 256). Greatness. Doc thinks is 

not constituted of pleasure alone. lie thinks, " it never comes without 

pain : it leaves a man changed. chastened and exa.lted nl the sa.me time 
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he f.'an !l('v('r rc l lll'll to simplicit y" (STI) 2-"(1) . [)ut: nnw thinl\s that i r 

:111) "lien'"'' were 1(1 clime. it wou ld htl\ l' l·Ollll' much earl ier. I (e 

m(HIl IiS Ihe r~la r ... ed ten YCilf'i. 

Puc "';n!l) hn'mls Over hi ... lu~1 ~C.ll~ , 1I ~d thin"s liml he is 100 

1:11c 10 :-IHlw ~I\) S!!:;11 (lr en:,,!;, e n ..:~s: 

E\er)' nne knows ilhout Nl' \~hlll' \ il ppic. 

Ch:u-Ics Dan', in said his Origlll r)/,\ilC~('h.-'\· 

nashed complete in one second .and he 

Slw:l1 the re s l (If' his lire in h:.ding it LIp, 

l.u:d the IIll!(l I,), tIl' rebli"i:y (ICC lll'ie<l to 

J inslc:n in the I:nu: it lila,",..:, ynu \() clt'l> 

)Ol:r h(llllh. ! his is the lllyS1Cl) 'Ir human 

min.1 -the inductive Icup, c\ cry thing 

ralls into place. the ;rrcle\'~ncics rC'late. 

di sl'o n ~nce bCtll lllC harllwl1 Y. and 

IHIIlSCllse WCilrs tIn: cru"':1 or ml·<In;ng. 

IJllt Ihe clarifying. leap springs from the 

so il of clllH.: llis ion .. (5.'1'f) 28 ) 

i\pprch('nd i !l~ Iht:' (:lilure 01 his rt'~cardl wmk, Ouc want s to 

filCC rculi ly: " I love true thing.s . e,'Cll when the )' hurt. Isn' t ;t be llcr to 

).. 110W tile truth abclIIl ollC'self' (SrI) 108). Due fe-ci s himself "a little 

Illilll pretending to be big man"1 ftlnl Iryiil g, to he wisc" (Sr I) 108). 

llis thn':l~ inner voices tClHll'ic)usly follnw him. r~l1Iind ing him of his 

limi tation .,1Il1 rni lufC. DOl' f( '1'1 lit, is 1i0 bcttt:1 than ilny \:()ll1mO Il 

mall, he Ims vainly tried to .,chieve SlIl'CCSS in biologic." rcscan:h. 

The llIidJ le vnicc Si\ng. suh11y: 
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I.ooking for yuur!il'lf in thc wall'I'· 

sean:hing lilll c m.II1, in tILe hydroids of 

your !'ouI M.IIl(,Iking fur l.:onlentmc1\( III 

"_Hlily , Arc yuu hellc!" Ihan M'H.:k Ih;11 )'IIU 

$hould usc the secrel pricstly 'I,.'onls (If 

science II) I.:o\'er the fal'l that ){lll h.wc 

nothing. to sny'! And lhe bottom voice 

1l1O\lnled l .o nCStllllC! 1,0I1C50111e! I ,C I tnC 

l'P in Ihe li ght and WitrllLth. LClllesol1lc! 

(S1'J) 45) 

Like II W I1)' olhcr thinking llI;;tn. Doc l'<l11110\ find what actually 

is his mission on earth . Man docs not know his role un carth; he is 

guidetJ hy incidents cuntJitiolleu hy the time. Events like waves push 

him forward and hnckward until Doc discover!' himself all alolle in 

the l'rI1\\{1. hopcie!i5lY alone amillst it. Doc cuuld lIot forcsce what 

Fau l1a could: " II was Faulla's cOllvil.:lion, born 0111 of long experience 

thilt more people did not know wh"l they wClllIed, did 1101 know how 

I~) getting ,illOllt it nnd did not know when they hnd it" (S'1'O lUI). 

Now Doc wa11ls 10 di~rcl tile illllSioll td' hi s discovery, 10 st(.1 P 

h('nring thc three v(lil:cS whu remind him or his faiJlJI'c. lie W<lnts to 

bc " C01l11ll{l1l man. rmgt't his laboraltll'Y full of octopuses, rattlc 

sllak es nnl! white rahh its. lie loses interest in making slides of 

octopuses. in In king cart:' tlf thclll in the <lflUaril1nJ Jying one after 

"not her. Doc \\',111Is to I('"ve the lah(H<ll<'ry for a 110rma l family life. 

lie discovers nn ineomplctiol i in himself. Jay reminJs him or his 

incompletion strcssillg thaI. 
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ThCrl"s a 1;1\.:1-.. or ru IIi II IllCIl I in yuu. I 

think yuu hi'l\c violaled snmc1 hillJ:! m 

\\ilhhclLl !>tIInclhi ng lrum YOIII',\c ll ·· 

alJ1l0sl as tbough YUII arc eallng plenty 

but no vitall1in-A. you're nol hungry hUI 

you're sUirvi ,Ig." t\·tay be YOII cnnno\ bc 

\,hullr )'tHirselr becallse )()\ I've gIven 

},ollrsC'lr , ... holly to SOIll L'OIH! else. (,"Tn 

IX7) 

Doc 1(.'('ls Ihat he needs S(lIl1l'onc 10 suhl11it 10, to be l'umpietl!, 

to be a tot<li being, ",hidl so long he t;l>uld not understand nor had he 

cared to take into cOIlsidcrttlion. I Ie says so lung: 

~(lIllC kind of ohscure sclf-

juslilic:aliun, I g\ICSS , I W.1Illc:d tn make 

a contribution 10 Icarn ing. May be that 

it was a substitution ror rfllherill~ 

childrcll , Hight no\\ my c{!Iltribulion, 

evcll it t.:alnL' uff. secms killd o r wenk. 

(.ITD 2J I) 

III the second pll:lsc (If the !lovel. Doc W<lllts a loving hand to 

pIIII bim ha!..:k In her lap from the ti r i ll~ hlnlngi!:al ohservations, 

strcllUlIUS slide l11:lkin[t alld dull rout ine or reeding :llld c.:ari ng the 

Cln im als ill the cag,es and aqllarium~, Doc thinks he should start life 

on a ('Ican sla te \\ilh Sli ty. SU7Y is a woman \Vho in he r tccnage had 

Ilmrrieu a Iccnugc hoy, gut a child hy him. Ilaving los t hoth her 

teenagl'u 11lI~h~l1d :Jml the h;}hy, Su/y cUllIes 10 F.\lIna in Cannery 

Ihn ... fur shelter. In Fauna's care "S il lY hnd her I11l'al free. and in the 
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blllkr "he h:\l1 free shelter." S(7)' cJmo5es the lIlHl'\ed huiler pipe as 

hl'r d\\cllil1 l,l. IUHI .. C: btlt !=: hc ha~ nn unhending ~en~l' of persun .. lil y 

When Doc proposes lo\'(' t(l Suzy, SU/.y dues not Clt:t:Cpt it readil y. 

She e()ver~ hersC' lr in rl mystcrimls vl' il ilnd dues no\ allmv /Joe to ge\ 

into il. She i", nfrn id or her tcenage luvc ill.d dOC5 not want tu repent 

it. 

Wit h a vi<:w 10 rendl .. n understilnding wilh Suzy. /Joe fmnkly 

a~ks her . "What you want in il man?" Unabl e to forget her fearfu l past 

life, SUl,Y has ~tll1lC vague conception or wll<l \ she "';'lnts ;n a nmn. 

SIll' say .. , 

MilY he Wh;;l\ J ";lnt ,I;n'\ anywhere in the 

wmld, hut J want it. so I think there is 

such a thing. I \\-ant a guy that's wide 

upc:n . I \\0,1111 him tu be a real ~lIy. may he 

cvcn a tuugh guy hut I wanl ".indo\\' in 

him. IIc can have his dukes \IP evc ry 

other pinel' but 1101 \\ith me. And he gill 

to need the hell out or me. Ill' gil t \0 he 

the ki nd of g.uy that if hc nin' t got me, he 

ain't gut nothing . Ami bother. that guy's 

go ing to Jmvt' ~olll cthing . (S/'IJ 25 J) 

S\lZY who Olll:e lust all f",ilh, nil hope in life has hecomc a self· 

clInlident Wlll1lall. Although shc has nei ther heauty nor high intellect 

nor education. she has all uvcr·cstimali{lll o f her self. a S(l rl of pride 

whil·h. she ~<lys, Faull:l, hef shcltt' r mistress bnd inrllscd in her. Fauna 

tallgh t her to reg'lin her se ll'-cunfidcncc <l nd faith in life. Fnullil taught 
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her thm li ll' I ~ to he IIvnl illill Ilot 10 he \\-'nsled 111 ahu~c nlld self· 

lortUle, 

She made Ille prillln .and 1 ai n', never 

proud hcron: ill m)' life , '" She told me 

made mc say it, ') here "i n' , not hing in 

the world like S1I7Y' ;1Ilt! she ~ay~ SU7Y i.e; 

a g(1ud thi ng, (,)TV 25 1) 

' j his illhl snl t:onlidenre makes SU7}' ovcr-confident. Doc hnJ 

a l Sll the I.:o lll plexit)' of as pi red grentllcss , Ooe now gets rid of all his 

complexities and ~ecks fo r contcntment in SUI.y's love, Once Doc 

though t that J iScoll tcll tment is the de termi ner of dynnmislll ami 

crc(lI ivi ly in illall initialing volition amI change. he though t 

discontentment is .1 " lever or changc", Aftcr wni ti ng for a lung 

protrac ted pel iod of aspired grentness in biologica l resea rch and 

attcm pt to correla te scienl.:c with philosophy, Doc discove rs til al he 

even ('anllnt finish his rescart:h papcr entitled "Symptoms of some 

Ceph.llopoJs Approximating Apoplcx)"', And his lIlysl ie concepts o r 

life turn to fllrnant ic love, [)oc 1I0W h. 1l0WS tb ~ t only the love of a 

woman can ru lli ll the life of n IlUlll nnd commun tra its of life cnla il 

content men\. 

DOl: i~ p;trt ly Steinbeck himsel f, partly il mask, n persona 

th rough \ \ !tOIll he expressed his nttillidc ami belief. hi /)uhious BailIe 

Doc is a <lOl.:t(l(, II patiellt sympnlhctie ubserver of the dubious ba ttle. 

in Ctmm"y Row a mar ine hinh1gist. and ill Sweet T/l/lrsday a mar ine 

biu logist turned rOl1wl1t ic lover, In .. II these novels Doc. takes n 

superio r posi t ion uf n philosopher tllwnys try ing to connect 

phenol1lcl1oh'gicnl laws with the Inw<; (If li fe. As II philosopher 
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novelist Steinbeck W<1nIS tt) ("ol'rci<ltc phenomena wilh Jl oumCIIrI ; <1\ 

olle st<1g.e he Irll c C'~ the llly~l iL: unity l,f ill! life. lifc of the rock, f<lin. 

mall and nllilllals il ll hllumJ together III a l:)'l: lic d1:1il1 , So also the 

phil osopher and IW "Ie bi(,J(lgist. the t('leologist thinker Ooc, 

analyses the life or things "II :lrllllnd . 

tv!:1I1 Y <:I'i ti('s havc lwell llllj usl 10.)'11' ('(.1( rlll/t,lday, thinking it 

illl in f"e lior Ilt)\'e l. I he propos ;,1 for sympathy to the outcasts binds 

<lImos t all of SIL: inhed. works into il thcllwtic unit y. ,,'weef l'hur.rt!ay 

in its loosc. cpisotlit: form also cOllt;lins thc same thcmc. So cril ics 

like I.ouis Barron are 1101 just ill see ing Slreef Thursday as " s till 

further ('"idence that Stc inncck is 110 longer ~m J uth() r \(l he taken 

serioll sly" ( 1052) 

The compassion, the sympat hy for the su ffe ring people. fo r the 

outcasts is cCJually present in SWI'(' { Th/lrsday ns it was in (~l Mice 

(I/J(I A'lv/I, III f)/lhilllIS fl(tfffe Tht! Grapes (II Wrath. Call11cry Row, If 

I'or these novels Stcinbcd L:<111 he taken ser iollsly. Sweef thursday 

too ('all be takclI se riously. 
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C"APTER VI : CONCI.USION 

I he previous chaplers while analytically studying Steinbeck's works 

sllllw Ih:11 Stcinhcd's \\\ill cu nccrns. sodal protest and phil osophical 

c(Jnccpt. sprouted frolll Steinbeck's socia l cllnscinusncss. Steinheck wanted 

to corre late his protest and philosophy with (l single th read, that is 

hum anism. li e wnntel! to stand agHinsl the mai n trend of American culture: 

the AlIlcric'lIl dream of Sllccess. T(1o 1l11H.:h 111<11c ri 31 acquisit ion and 

l:lcqui sili vc tendency. Steinbeck fe lt was meaningless. With a phi losophical 

insight he showed that frant il.: scram hk for ma lcrinl <l cqu isiti on never brings 

pleasure and happiness for mall. RnLhcr, lIlan moy becollle happy with 

minimum p(lssessiulls. and Clcilio l grea tness lies in si mplici ty, less 

possession. nnt.! in thought for help ing others. All the best qua lit ies of man

fellow reeling. sympathy f'or the commu nity ant.! inspiration to do something 

c,nnlpaSSionale for other men-arc with the p{1{lr not wi th the ri ch_ The rich , 

Ste inbed. thought were so profit minded and tlbsesscd wi th mater ia l 

advancement Ih .. t they gave too much importance to money whieh in the 

long run dit.! not hring happiness even for themselves_ The ri ch had a 

proneness to measure men with the y.udsti!;k lIf money; their measuring 

criterion then invariah ly mis in terpret llIan as u creature, the ex istence of man 

as a tn~atllre . The best of' humanity \Verc always in the poor, Steinbeck 

believcd , but he did not advocate the life of a recluse. The common man' s 

life wi th neither too much of property nor too little of it, Stei nbeck proposed 

as the best life model. 

As a snc ially conscious novelist . Steinbeck reviewed the social 

context uf his timc. In his timc he saw the isolated, rural nnd agrarian 

culture Ihnt hnd dom in t1ted American lifc transformed into a sprnwling 

industri.,1 and urh.m tcehno(.'f:lcy Ih ilt hnd reshapcd Arnericn's physical 

landscapc. Industrial expansion in the fifties ruth less ly ravaged the land. 
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while the Amcricnn people grew incrcn :> ingly dependellt (111 the technology 

and 011 the I1latcrinl prosperity fostered hy Alllerie<1's comlllercia l interest. In 

facl. America began In dismiss tr<1dit ional 1110rnl val ues ilnd human values 

alld appea ls no;; arch,lic ;lnd irrelevant. Steinbeck (Ippnsed this dismissal of 

humanitarian qllnlities and exposed America ns a spiritual wasteland where 

money determined the vtlille of everything. The was teland can be revived to 

fertility. Stcinheck believed. by rendering servil:e to man. This service 

Illutif, Stcinhcck llbserveu. pJ'cvailcd in an agrarian society, in the poor 

people. 

s\) his ehar~\ct~rs were drawn from the luwer mitldle class and the 

pour lahllring class who w('re cOllccrnetl with the problelll of identity and at 

the same lime repugnant to the prevail in g soc ial order. because society could 

110t assure bcttcr future either rur the intli vitlual or for the community. So 

the imJividuals lost interest in maintaining a traditional social life as Danny 

and his fricnd s in Torluta Flal ~lIld Doc in ('(lIIlIer), ROlli could not maintain 

it. Along with the incertitude of the socicty thcre was no moral standard hy 

wh ich man's comluet cou ld be detcrmillcti. 

Fur the probable solution of this social and moral complexity, 

Stcinbeck did 1I0 t propos~ fur non·expansion of industry nnd urban soci ety. 

lie was quile t:ollscious that he \\ould not he ahle to rc~ist the expansion 

even if he wanted to, he knt:w that social expansion docs not depend on a 

rer s()n '~ personal approval or di s;lpproval , society expands from a simple to 

comp:cx structure according to its unique formative principles. So in social 

stratifica tion. Steinbeck proposed minimizing the cconomic dispa rity so that 

the hungry people do 110t bccome angry. He proposed a compassion for the 

hungry people. But Steinheek was not a writer (If "angry social realism" 

trend. he was a naturalist. a radIcal. Naturalism as a philosophy )s 

antecedental to scientific views to li fc ofanim3ls. man and the universe. 
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American n~lturali!' 11l hatl two tlividcd trcrH.ls; tm~ was escapist and 

vi:.;iorHiry the other was \:onfronlation.d and progressive. Steinbeck belonged 

In the second grtlUp. Steinbeck in fused in his l:haraClcrs n moral di mension 

niming to Sl' rVC 111:111. To Steinbeck morality \\.'IS not a di vi ne code of 

virtuosi ty; rnther, it wns a set uf principles Ihnt man himself will frame in 

his lire prol:css in a socie ty . Steinbeck heli~ved that it was in serv ing 

hUlnilnity un the prilleiple Qf li\\~ find let live thilt the best mora l vicw 

exisll . .:d. Steinbcd ,lrlllly hcl ievcd that serving man in dis tress, making the 

earth worth li ving for man throuHh fcnilit y of land. regeneration of plan ts, 

aninwls for the survival of man is Ihe only lll(}ral rcspolIsihililY of man. He 

did 110t believe in Ihe raIl of man as the 0rig innl sin. lie believed that man is 

by birth virtuous, vices get into mall through socie ty; ns fl reaction to social 

injustice, and socia l disparity. 

As a naturalist or Ihe (aller trend, StcLnbeck viewcd society and 

morali ty with no predetermincd princ iples. he portrayed man as a crealure 

who himsclf ma\...es his moral laws, Jelcrmines his destination. Whi le the 

determinists insist that all actions, even the lU ost carefully planned and 

ddiberale, can be causally cxpltlincd Jnl! that Lf one knew :thout II man's 

hcrcd it<lry traits HlH.I the cnvironnll'ntal influences which have mulded his 

chAracter, one could predict jusl how he would bch:1Ve in flny ~pedfic set of 

Ci rClLTJ1S\lLnct:'S. Stdnbcck believt'd thut L11ULl has free will, he moves onward 

for his st ruggle lor survival and lHlilds law~, institutions again denies them 

10 make ncwcr OlleS. Man and socia l real ism reciprocally inllucncc each 

olher; lwlhing can be predictt:"d anJ iJ1lp~)!'ed Illl IIlLlllall Ilature, conduct and 

morality. 

The Marxist critics uf the thirties lumped Stei nbeck with such writers 

as .l ames T. Farrell. missing complctcly the ract lhal Farrell, moving from 

Catholicism to fvlarxism. had simply substituted olle metaphysics for 
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another , Steinhcd \ .. 'a .<; 1101 a heliever in any 'isms' whether politica l, 

religious or philosophical. li e insisted on looking the truth in the face . 

Steinbeck neve r el:limed :lI1y adherence to pro1cwrian realism. nor do his 

works reveal pruletarian realism, lie simply depicted the truth as it existed 

ami inspi red his rC;H]ers to confront realism howe ver de pressing il might be , 

lill<llly indicating thell only a humanitarian appea l call re li eve human beings 

or their suffering, Among his Ctln!emporarics Steinbeck is the nove li st who 

1110S1 clearl y understood man. society umJ the unive rse. I Ie could definite ly 

.I1Hl clcllrly identify man' s f(lle in n society and his connec tion with the 

universe. Stei nbeck observed Illan fini! as an <lllitllaL then advanced to 

"I1KII1 Se lf', Th is biological view of man' s rise 10 a comp lex physica l and 

menIal s tature is sc ientill c. Refuting the charge that Steinbeck's cha racters 

afe <llmos t animal s. Steinheck himself says. " I find it valid to understand 

man <IS an ~nimal hefore I am prepared to know him ns man" (A Postscript 

from Steillheck. December 7. 1956. ,\',e;lIheck and lIi,1i Crifics 307) . Uut his 

contemporaries failed to understand man with such a dear and scientific 

view. So they had no message to he conveyed through the ir nove ls, 

Steinbeck consciou$ly and cnutiously conveyed his messnge of service to 

11l1m~nity thrOllgh l1i $ novels. 

Unfortunately, Stei nheck's darity or perception, si mplicity of 

rJcpil'tion <md propagat ion of a simp le hut bold philosophy was not 

understood by his critics. Marx ist critics labelled him confusingly as a 

proletarian novelist and the high-browed critics like Edmund Wilson called 

Steinbeck's ehnr:-tcters "lemmings assigned with human sentiments and 

speeches" (Cla,\'Jlc,\' (III(/ CII/wl/ercial ... 42). The third group of critics 

ridiculed him. calling him a "vill::lgc philosopher" (Mizener. "Does A Moral 

Vision of The Thirties Deserve A Nohc-! Prize?"), The <l na!ytiea l study in the 

previous chapters discovers the real Ste inheck, hi s rea l talent, substant ively 

reruting the charges lahc llcd by til e Ull SY IllP;lthctic nitics. The cri ti cs had 
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most ull sYllljlnthetic<llIy trented <l nuvelis t \\ho him se lf was sympathetic to 

rnnll . Indecd, Stcin het'l.; scems to he ,I prophet without honor in hi s own 

eOlili t ry 

Steinheck's grell tcs t succeSS is that. in all age of perplexity and moral 

despair. he could chouse for man an aiternntivc way 10 rc"iew life. For the 

pu rpose he turned 10 the life of primitive si mplic ity, from which hi s 

conlelllpol'aric!) cou ld pick up no messnge for humanity. l3uI Steinbeck coul d 

convey a message of lovc for mnnkind as a who lc nnel the poor as the 

distressed people which Dos Pnssos and Fnrrcli ftlil ed 10 LID. Dos Pass os and 

Farrel l were radicals. they deried cSlablishcLl soda l and moral principles 

ang.rily, bu t ctHlld signify no th ing. Steinbeck was a rutliea! wi lh a significant 

humanistic nppeal which makes him conspic ullus among his contemporaries. 

Acco rLling to Sal'tre. "all literary work is an appea 1. .. the writer 

appt!a!:s to the readers frcedom \0 collnborftte in the produc tion of his work" 

(375) . Stcinbed appcu1cd 10 his readers to review the miseries that he 

experienced in the society of his timC'. lie WlIS honestly "impelled by an 

inner need to express his fccJing" (45). Steinheck's hOlles!y to express his 

reeli ng makes him " grellt ar!i ~ t, a naturalist , " radical humanist. 

"Rad icnlisrn lIsua lly means the assertion of dogma more or less hasica lly 

opposed to the mores. opinions, tradition ;lJ1d value!) or an elite that has been 

long enough in power to accumul ate ngainst it se lf a greal Lleal of active 

dislikt:" (Junes, 279). While the naturalis ts "1\ ,, (1 to revolt nga ins! the moral 

sliHuhmls of [heir lim e: and rcvolt involved them more or \ess unconsciously 

in the effort tu impose ne w standards th ilt t.'oul cl be closer to that they 

regarded as natural laws" (11:111. 289). 

In his socia l protest. Steinbeck is a raLl ie ... 1 humanist as in In Dubious 

n alf/e, am.! in defining moral Lli mension {I f his characters he is n nnturalis t as 
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In 1'''1.' (;/'{JP(!S rl Wrath Ilolh r:tdic<1li~m anu Jlalurolisrn have one Ihing 

common . they deny eSlahlishcd social orders and conventiunal moral 

dictates. Siei nbeck did both. 'J l ) reach th is clear end of his decision. 

Stcill~cck h~ d to tnlVcl from Emerson to Dewey. lli s conccp tual journey 

tes ted :til the phi losophical stages: Ill )'s tic ism. pantheism. IlHlle ri alism and 

pr;lgmalislll . 

Steinbcck is rel11arkable both ;IS n l10vcli sl and as a philosopher. He 

measured alH.J tes ted the pcrplc:<ity (lml morality of his time with the 

cs tahlished phi losophil:al prinl:ir1cs and tried 10 find out the ca lise of the 

problems. li e tri ed to arrange logi ca ll y the cause of the problems and 

succeeded greatly with a coherent conclusio ll . 

Undelliahly, Steinbeck could not keep the l:('\mpadness of his novels 

ill convey ing hi s message in his la tter nnvcls especially after fifties : East of 

Edcn being tlie I<lst one. Will" '/, (~I (lI/I' /Ji,\'col1lelll bears the message in a 

loose structure. J lis latter novels turned to loose repetiti on of the same point 

of view, contained the sa me message that he had al ready told in his major 

nove! !>. 

Steinbeck did his best work when he li ved close to his characters. As 

soo n as he left Iheir company he became "split up by civ ilization" like his 

hero Henry Morgan in Cup 0./'00ld, l1e himself became an afnuent man; his 

pCl's('l llal affluence <lnd the upliftmen! of the socio-cconomi c condition of 

America in tbe pus t-W<11' period distractcd Steinbcck's t<llel1t. ) Ie could not 

make li vely charal.:ters in his Inler novels; they seem to be narrated, moving 

mecl:anically. nut moving like liv ing men . They relllain pa in ted men on a 

pa inted social scene. Neither Ihe peopl e Iw r Ihe soci::ll sequence becomes 

lifelike ill his later novels. Bill tic.: sp ite the "split" made by afflllence he did 

not lose sYlllpalhy for the deficient people.: hecause he ignored amue llec as 
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something trnl1sic llt and villm:d Ill o!-it the permanence of humanity and 

humal1it ,u iall views. 

So for the CI'<1rtsll1i1llship nr shlry- tell ing nne: mi ght regret, his decline 

as a novelisl, hllt ol1e is by lIO means ju~tifled in reeling that what had 

alrc<ldy been flccomplishcd in hi s major novels is thereby devillueu. Faith in 

mall and Ill<ln's improve ment is a writer's responsibi lit y, ~lei llbeck believed , 

lie said in his Nobel l)r i7.c acce ptance speech that a wr iter "is charged with 

e;( posing Ollr many grievolls rmtlt s (\m.l failures \\lith dredging up to the light, 

our dark ilnd dnngcnl lls drt.'ams ror the purpose of improvement" (PorlOhie 

,)'Ic:illhcck 69 \ ). 

While most or his L"tltltempur<lrics lost their ways ill their "dark and 

dangeroll s dreams" Steinheck drcrJgcu them up to light ror the purpose or 

improvement or llI all by holding a c1c<lr view or man "s role 011 carth and 

appea ling ror cum passion for the lower cl<lss peuple whom he treated as the 

best men and with \",'horn he ~pc nt a nwjor part or his life. Steinbeck 's 

favoritism towards the lower class people and hi s humanitarian appeal for 

the survival of the essential mnn is his greatest m:hi evc1l1t.: llt both as n 

noveli st and ns a phi\<'sophcr. 

This achicvcmcl1I o r Steinbeck has so rar 1101 been di scovered by 

scholars either al home ur abroad . S(l lllctimes ctJ nrusion crept into his 

philosophil:al ideas. hu t his soc ial concept was cver bri ght with a clear 

hum <' nitari<ln llppcal. This clear apre<l l makes him among the greatest or his 

contell\ por" rics. 
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