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In their unrestrained eagerness to possess, the
oppressors develop the conviction that it is
possible for them to transform everything into
objects of their purchasing power; hence their
strictly materialistic concept of existence. Money is
the measure of all things, and profit the primary
goal. For the oppressors, what is worthwhile is to
have more-always more-even at the cost of the
oppressed having less or having nothing. For
them, to be is to have and to be the class of the
“haves” (Freire, 1996:40).
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Were it not possible to dialogue with the people
before power is taken, because they have no
experience with dialogue, neither would it be
possible for the people to come to power, for they
equally inexperienced in the use of power. The
revolutionary process is dynamic, and it is in this
continuing dynamics, in the praxis of the people
with the revolutionary leaders, that the people and
the leaders will learn both dialogue and the use
power (Freire, 1996: 118).
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The poetics of the oppressed is essentially the poetics of
liberation: the spectator no longer delegates power to the
characters either to thinks or to act in his place. The
spectator frees himself; he thinks and acts for himself!
Theatre is action! (Boal, 1998:155)

Perhaps the theatre is not revolutionary itself; but have no
doubts, it is a rehearsal of revolution! (Boal, 1998:155)

W | 'Theatre of

the Oppressed’ ~ rf j faft A

(ATACAT, A007:8A) | A <TC?Th < TtAN A

w1

wfrrm fetan5H f e fosr cw t ~rf&r Arsr w i
4 fvsf"T % ~"tc<w 2f«TW5S trfe ‘W *rI*M ~t OTOS5RT’ fe SfTRI A *1 A
A1 3ife i WS
VSRJ TOTSTATW M | *v5~ W > fIn C«lIn I£)W
<fw “ffo A A A
w1 (7i ~tw r9 i ““rem S i fog
to, Arrw r” N i \B~r
TO, ~flwi f*tft, A"(Schutzman,

'dfsvafwt CNTTH f*W @QM<1IM M ~xsl sfFRJ*" ‘fo ttft’

*J$<P W% 3= A00i:0Ofc>) 1 C<W CH I¥m ftfej} 'StwW C~™"M

atetf » Nfe i 1fog "mfop m ~5¢c ™\ "®tn AN



Dhaka University Institutional Repository

W 51 W2KX (7TH OH |

w «t™" % r ' pr hit"5 w iw frowst A ftadifkm wftf%
mM2TA pfod AT c A rer A Ato fofa tr*fa ajtomt w i
fofa ~*m ~anMfitora fim 47> *myj froVt chitct cw *n %s f2r
<*nfe o t-

We did many plays this way - we perform up to the crisis and
then stop. "We know what has happened, but we don’'t what
should happen." Instead of giving lessons to the spectators
we asked them: "Tell us what you believe should happen.”
We took their ideas and practiced then and there. We did
many plays like that. But this time, because we could not get
it right, we asked the spectator herself to make up lines.
(Schutzman, 1992:23)

ditm ro *ifsfw ~ i N5 ¢c”nrm's A
msrf o non N N
fero ‘wh ANftN hil Artwsi fAm
A00N:8M 1
n fw ftM ww 2 Arff<rr%s W s$ cro-

| am against Aristotelian catharsis because what is purified is
the desire to change society- not, as they say in many books,
pity and fear. No, pity and fear is the relation the spectator
has with the protagonist. Fear because someone like you is
destroyed; pity because the protagonist is a deserving
person who fails. So what Aristotelian catharsis tires to do is
eliminate the drive that the protagonist, and the spectator,
have to change society (Schutzman, 1992:23).
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The real beginning was when | was doing what | called
simultaneous playwriting using people’s real experiences. In
one of these a woman told us what the protagonist should
do. We tried her suggestions over and over again but she
was never satisfied with our interpretation. So | said, “Come
onto the stage to show us what to do because we cannot
interpret you thoughts.” By doing what she did we
understood the enormous difference between our interpreting
and her own words and actions (Schutzman, 1992:22).
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The theatrical activity must go on in the same way, on the
stage. Anyone may propose any solution, but it must be done
on the stage, working, acting, doing things, and not form the
comfort of his seat. Often a person is very revolutionary and
heroic act; one the other hand, he often realizes that things
are not so easy when he himself has to practice what he
suggests (Boal, 1998:139).
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TfD (Theatre for Development) is an active development process and a realistic presentation
which present problem in society, reason of the problem and possible solutions, or assisting
in creating opinion among the community about solutions that can be seen, heard and easily
understood.

¢ A tool Any
* Method or
e process All

TfD is a theatre used for development, which is dialogic, interactive and participatory process
and which involves the participants (spectators & participants) into action for implementing
development.

TfD is the process by which images of reality are exposed as capable of being changed.
Cultural action for change
Cultural action is intervention in reality by cultural means.

(International Integrated Theatre For Development Workshop’2000)
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power must be understood in the first instance as a
multiplicity of force relations immanent in the sphere in which
they operate, and which constitute their own organization; as
the process which, through ceaseless struggles and
confrontations, transforms, strengthens, or reverses them; as
the support which these force relations find in one another,
thus forming a chain or a system (1980, The History of

Sexuality).
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the mechanisms, techniques and procedures of power were
not formed or invented by bourgeoisie, they were not the
creation of the intentions of a class seeking to exercise
effective forms of domination; rather mechanisms,
techniques, and procedures of power were adopted or
deployed from the moment that they revealed a political and
economic utility for the bourgeoisie (Foucault, qouted by
Smart, 1983:84).
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Power does not extend from the top down, but instead
operates from the dottom up. This means that power is
‘capillary’-it circulates through the cells and extremities of the
entire social body and operates on every level of social
practice, social relations, and social institutions (Foucault,
quoted by Hober, 1994:82).
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The exercise of power is not simply a relationship between
mpartners,’ individual or collective; it is a way in which some
act on others. Which is to say, of course, that there is no
such entity as power, with or without a capital letter; global,
massive, or diffused; concentrated or distributed. Power
exists only as exercised by some on other, only when it is put
into action ( Foucault, 2002:340).
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| have been trying to make visible the constant articulation |
think is of power on knowledge and of knowledge on power.
We should not be content to say that power has need for
creation discovery, a certain form of knowledge, but we
should add that the exercise of power creates and causes to
emerge new objects of knowledge and accumulates new
bodies of information. ... The exercise of power perpetually
creates knowledge and, conversely, knowledge constancy
induces effects of power (Foucault, 2002:xv-xvi).
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positive force, creating, shaping, molding subjects and subjectivity’ (Jones,

1994:117). sms*
$cMi to *Fepi c*rt i
w ra stfroT*~ A~ snre i N fttfftara
c*irfts Q<MWs N tffrotq
w fro w m ~rerm ftw a sttstt i to w i”® to
fTO 3fTON TO | M *I8 CT strictly rational,
4 ~ft CTO fe |

Their [power relationships] existence depends on a
multiplicity of points of resistance: these play the role of
adversary, target, support, or handle in the power relations.
These points of resistance are present everywhere in the
power network .. there is a plurality of resistance, by
definition, they can only exist in the strategic field of power
relations. But this does not mean that they are only a
reaction or rebound, forming with respectto the basic

domination an underside that is in the end always passive,
doomed to perpetual befeat. Resistances do not derive from
a few heteronymous principles; but neither are they a lure or
a promise that is of necessity betrayed. They are the odd
term in relations of power; they are inscribed in the latter as

an irreducibleopposite  (Foucault, quoted by Hober,
1994:98).
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