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It must not be supposed that a powerful landlord is always oppressive
and uncharitable. A striking instance to the country is given in the settlement
officers account of the estate of Rabindranath Tagore, the Bengali poet,
whose fame is wordwide. It is clear that to his poetical genius he adds
practical and benificial ideas of estate management, which should be an
example to all Zemindars --Employers are expected to deal fairly with the
ratyats and unpopularity earns dismissal. Remission of rent is granted when
inabality to pay is proved. In 1312 (B.S) it is said that the amount remitted
was Rs-57, 595. There are lower primary schools in each of the three
divisions of the estate and at Patisor there is a high English school and a
charitable dispensary. These are maintained out of a fund to which the Estate
contributes annually Rs. 1250/- and the raiyats 6 pies for the rupee in their
rent. There is an annual grant of Rs. 240/- for the relief of cripples and the
blind. An agricultural bank advances loans to raiyats at 12 Pc. per annuam.
The depositors are mostly Calcutta friends of poet, who get interest at 7
percent. The Bank has about Rs. 90,000 invested in loans" (Rajsahi District
Gazeteer (1916) by L.S.S.0 Malley 1.C.S)
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