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. they had long been the rivals of the Hashimides, the
family of the prophet, and hated them fiercely; they had
pursued Mohammed with bitter ferocity; and it was only
after fall of Mecca that they had adopted Islam from motives
of self-interest. They had seen in the progress of Islam the
means of personal aggrandisment. Their hatred of the simple
austere companions of the prophet who ruled over Islam was

burning and implacable. **
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They (the Arabs) now began to chafe under koraishite
predominance, and to show the seeds of sedition in distant
parts, and the old racial jealousy between the Modharites
and Himyarites, which had nearly died out, began to
smoulder afresh, with the most disastrous consequenses to

Islam.®®
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dislike to Ali, fanned the flame.” ™
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