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PRE F ACE. 

The following pages em~dy a st1ldy of the Muslim 

politics in Ind1a 1906 to 1940. In 1906 the All 

India Muslim League was formod to prbmote among others 

~the poli~lca1 rights and intei~eats of the MUBsalmans 

of India.!1. In 1940 the League transfoI-med itself as an or

ganisation to fight for Uautonomous national states" for 

the Muslims in Muslim maJori ty areas 1n India. In the study 

emphasis has been laid on the politics of the League thougrt 

other developments of tre Muslims have been casually refer-

red to. 

The dissertation 1s tho result of a year' a study during 

which the author had al eo to take. wri tten examination in 
. 

two out of four papers for his M.A. Exam1nation in Islamic /)' 
~ 

History & Culture (Group ID1) at the Uhiversity of Daoca. 

Besides a very - limited time at the disposal of the author, 

he had to grapple with pauc1 ty of Dl8. teria1 s. TIle )League Of .. 
"",) 

j 

fico could not help and the author was vorbally 1nformed by 

an official of the League that the records were lett in Delhi 

at the time of the part1tion of the country in 1947. The 

author had thp"efore to depend on soattored re corda avallAble 

at different ~ac'S. Search for materials took the author 

aleo to Caloutta and_Al1garh in India.. Party pamphlets and 

propaganda l1terature ~"""'f6.. a good deal in mi t1gatlng the 
\ ~ , ') 

• 

absence of lfI'itten reoo ... - //~- .... the League. OcoasioMJly events 
I 

remembered by old Leaguers have been used in understanding 
') 

different, probl~ms and in this respoot Maulana Akram Khan 

has been very much helpful. 

Attempts have been made to rams.in obJect1 ve, in trea~ , 

ment of the subject; ~ut tre author 1s in doubt as to the 

extent of his suocess in this respeot. Too much of quota

tiona have often been indulged in with the same purpose. 

.' . 
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A perusal of the following pages may induce. on~ ~o 
'J 

feel that it is more a political biography of Mr. M.A. 

J1nnah, but Jlnnah was the soul and flesh of the League 

since 1916. The League w1thout Jlnnah from 1929 to 1933 

was a dead organisation. • 

The subject has been treated in a chronological order. 

Each o~napter as its heading signifies, deals with the pecu

liar development of the League dur1ng the particular period. 

C~Apter I dealing w1th the background 19, however, an intro~ 
\ 

d.uotory one. The dissertation 1s followed by a few appendices. 

The idea for writing this dissertation came from Mr.A.~· 

MaJed Khan, Lecturer in Islat11c History & Culture, at the 

University of Dacca who undertook deapite various pre-occu-

" patlons to superv1se the work :from beginning to ef\d. 

126 , 

J 

Sallmullall Muslim Hal), 

P.O. Rarnna, Daoca; 

November 10, 1956. Aut r.D r. 
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Backgrn"LTlc! of the fou.~d.a4tlon 
of 

The All I!1,ctia liuBll~ Le 9;r ~ue .{ ('10' ) 
, 

• 

• 
•. 1 

'r'ha a.t'teI'tUs:th of tao I!lutln:" of 1a57 cOr.lplet~d the process of 

the neMo1"a.1188~~1(')n ~,nd c1egenr~rs.t1I")n of thA l~tt~lir.1s in India. T::'e 
• 

1 
l~ ~t l/Iu~r.p-.l - ~R.hA.d.u!' S!1a.h lrho ~1ad been forcen to accept t~n nO::l1-

nal hee.dsh1p of thp. ar1:led r1 q1ne ag~.1~9t the ~~1 t1 ~h East IndiA 

COJ1!nA.n:r wee ex1led to RenGoon lvhere he died. Hie eone 1-1ere killed • 
• 

The consflquencee of this upheD.'·B.l 'tcre still ~orn d.1saatl"Ous on 

the MU8salnan q of India as a whole. They "'01"9 lool~ed upon 1~·1 th 

sUspicion by the v~~tore who follo,red a eyetcnatlc ~eta~1atory 
• 

policy against them. 

Tl1e C01TlpA.nY'!=J Govp.pnment lias replaced by the Government of 

the British Crown, e.nd tho new Government despite tho Queenls de

claration of non-d1scr1clnat1on aga1ngt any particular section of-
• 

her Bubjp.cts, forced tlle Muslims to feel t11e full brunt of tlle 
• 

Bt'ltlBh vincl1ct1vnnoBs. 4'uThp. pre-IJutlny !,o11c~, of suppressing 

out ,.,i ~}l such tJloroughness tllat at t:1.e end of it (i.e. the nut1-

ny) wo flnn. tho l,IuAl ills of Inctle_, P. proud and b:=-'P..~!e peo:plp, rc-

Qucad to tho T)ostt1nn f)f 111cter~.to l'1B-SB09 llttll their SlJi!'1t . . . 

broknn R.nFi tlH~lr pr1clo h~l111bl ed ~o tIle dust". 1-

The policy of the Bl-lt1s11 in .Inrl1a liaR fl"om the beg1nninG 
, 

"d1v1de nnd rulo". It 'Was openly said by Zlph1nAtone: ~nD1~'ldc et 

• 3 1tlperA. wlte t'hn old 110tlBn ootto nnel it shoulrtl be ours" •• As ef'rlJ-" as 
~ 

1n 1A40 Lord Ellenborough l-lI'ote : ... "It er.ems to be mo At 1LTl.l'11se 

when wo are sure of tho hoet~llty of one-tenth (l,!uellns)., not to 

soour!' t!l\! onthuBiA.et1c eupport of thn nine-tenth (H1ndus), who 

lI.ra tp1t~rul.'1 I cnnnot clo<;c my eyes that th1s ra.ce (Muslins) 1s 
• -

r'mt\I\I:1Antnlly 1"'.0 stile to ~lS At1C! there","~ 

1. Sp oar - Twl11f;~ t of t 11C l%ugl'Al s - Page - 203 

~. J~ohtll & Patwardh.an - Th~ CormntL"1al trn1nGlc in Ir.ill.a-page-21 

~. Quoted in Muslin Pollt1cs lt by S.llukhcrJee- Pal~c - 15 

4 • Ib ld - P ar;e - 15. . 
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therefore our true policy is to concille..te tIT H:lindus. 1I ThllS 

th.e British attitude "las already detel'Jnined in favour of the 

H1ndus as a class of peopte even prior to the mutiny. The Hin

du pa~ticlpatlon in the mutiny was also looked upon very l1eht-
• 

lYe 8" ItBu.t though the Hindus also Joined in the revolt, n '-!rites 

}~ulL"'er J ee, II the Bri tleh t'.1rned upon the lIoi1.lL"Jmeda.ns as the real 
• , 

enen:r. u. The Itluallm9 l-lel"C s;rsteoatically kept out of all hOn01J.l'-

able vocations of life and the Government sought the co-opcrk-

t10n of the oaJority cO~Aunity of the oountry to run its admi-
• 

niet1"ation. The extent of J.fusllm 9u-rfering l1ae been ~raphically 

oet forth ~n "T11e Ind18.n 11ussalI18.ns II by 1'.!;. Hunter '-Tho C!.uo~e s 

8. Calnutta Persian Paper (Durbin of 14tll July, 18(9) as saying, 

snatched away from th,e l·lohanL1ed~s and besto'\'locl on nen of otllor . ~ 

re.oe s, pe.rticularly, tIle Hindus. The Governl:lent i8 bound to lo()}{ 

upon all classes of its subjects lyit11 an 8r"!ual eye, yet tl1C tl1:c 

hR8 now cone li110n it publicly single B out the 1~i~1ru:u.1ed('.n~ in 
?C. 

1 te GR.~ottes for p.aclualon from off1c1a:!.. posts. Reoently ,,,,hen 
• 

Bcvcrp~ vaca.ncies occurred in tlle office of the Sundar~JBJ'lS Com-

L1issioner, that officia', in advp.rtialnc thorn in the Government 

Gazette, stRtcd t!lRt tIle a:opolntilents ,Youle. be givpn to none 
1-

but Hlnclu 8 II • . ' 
• • , .. 

This tI step-mothorly" a ttl tude of the Uovernmcnt llaG.. serious 

roact1ons aIlO~st tho l~usl1ms. 'rho1;.,"' Sus})!clon and hat:"ed for ., . ' 

the Brit1Bh crew a~ronaer and their first reaction wae to 
• 

• 

kcop fllibof and t~ boycott th.o Bb1t1ehf ~hue 1-:hl1c ot~Cl" oor.U"!lJ-
• 

,nlt1cs "!~re tal~1!lg full advAntauce of the elluct' .. tlon prov1c.ed 
• 

1. Q'loted in "Uu811~ Po11 tic a" by s. l:ukller J e 0 - Pa'''"c - 13 
2. Hunter. !11111nn - The Indian lluB~A~l,l~.n::J - Paf~ _ t.J167 
~. !loonn, :.r - Our 3~I'U,-Glc .: PAba :- 1 .. .. . ) 

• 

I 
1 
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. by tl1e Unlversi tie e of Cal cut ~~!., BonoE!-Y Rnd l.fadras tho !.Ius11me 

of India under the pretext of a false sense of pre9tl~e kept , 
~heI:18elves sedulously 8~OOt f170m B.l1 cO!1nections \'Titll tIle \!es-

torn culture. But Bone of t!le libe11 o!ft,1 !,luslir.1 leaders bCG~ln to 
.~ 

thlnk in p, c .. lfferpnt way. Thoy ,·/nrc can~.r1nced that Brt 1 ti9h rule 

'tt'Tas too pO"Tsrful to be resiatQcl and t}~e 1-1:u~im8, if they w8Jnted 

to go·· ahead, should bo 10Y8.-1 to the Govc:"n!lfi}n~ and. shBriI in t:he 

~ppo~tunitio9 p:"1ovldecl by theMJ i·Talvab Abdul Latif llf:ts flo prol"'li

ncn~ nerfber of t:u.s 9chool o-P thou~ht. 4111 1863 he :-ounded the 

l{ohaJl~edan Literary Society in 'Nh1ch t:tC ml~Ue B.nd tl11:per ale.as 

1,IuAl1ne of 6alcutta GatherQd: This Society' 'startod a mo,"eoent 

in fn..vour of contenporary :9r:!.tieh cu.lture. It l'lE .. S n2.inly c.ueto 

t~e effort s of thi~ society thn.t the At·ud~' of EnGli sh lnngU8,ge 

Rnd 11 te~9.t11l"e . "las introduced in H~. At1ngs' C~ ... lcutta. !,Iadra.sl1A. anc1 

eono other Mu~~1m Inat1tu~1ona. Politically, tIle' ~OVetlcnt of 

A'bclul Latif l-Ias Pro-Br1tis!1. ~It op,090d tho so-called 11ah..~ab1 

mtlvcmont A.ealnst the British and de·clarec. India '\dnIiUl Isle.n ll 3 . 
• 

The r.toveL1ont stRrtod by lIalva.b Abdul Latif \-lns furtl1cr streng-

thcned by 3ayod Atleol' Alt, tllC ~reat l·IusliI:l historian and Scho-
I • 

• 

la.rt
• :tn' lS'76 Amoor All founded the Central IfationeJ. l-Iol1.aIUlJl0dan 

" • • ABBOoiR.tlon in Ctl.1CUttR. ~1~ Aenoc1ation 'oTns ait1ed at cree.tlne , 
t~1C splr1 t of Ielen' tlLloneSt tho 1~ue11ms of Inrtla., in br1nBlng 

j 

then clo eor to tlielr clll tUl'ru. hAl'1 tago and in 'baruon1z1np; tlle 
• • 

MU911J!l culture witr .. t119.t of tlle modArn onc. Po11tically tl11£1 lTEtS 

aloo a Pro-S:'lt1ch moveMont. 

But tho se earlier cul turnl r.to'."cnr.n ~9 lod by tllllrab A1xlul Latif 

and a:/o~d·AIloer All hELd 11ttln effect on the Ituslln masses. lThllc 
• 

the P,,"o-3rlt!eh Scr..olal'e nnd thin.ltorA b~lioved thRt the AalV1\t1on 

1. 9mlth,l/.C. - l·[oclern Igl91a.in India - pRge - 5 
2. Ibid - Paee - 5 • 
~. :r.)1~ - ]'")R~e - e • 
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of the J~".ls8aln~-"l9 of Inclia lay in hot. dieregB.rding'the European 

le~.rn:!.ng A.nd. co-o?,er~.ting 'Hi th the Brlti~hJ ~1:e Deoboncl School 

of .t110ugh~ ::eaded by some pl~rninent Ulamas believed tllat close 

contaot with the British wo~d lead to the destruction of Islan 
• 

p.nd were of opinion that orti.lOdoxy ,·ras t11e only remedy to the ex-

lstlng social ancl politlc~.l evils. .. 

At.this critical Jancture in the history of Muslim India 

~ Sayed Ahmed Kllan and his small band t)f sincere B.ncl selfless pa.-
• 

• 

tr10te a.ppeared on the scene. 3Jed .A~1JJec:' fully realisecl tl1R t if 

the l·r:l<Jlin 9 1"ore t·o ~"cl11e'Ve power ana. 8t~Angth they r.lust equip 
. 

tllerJselves "rltll lTestern .education 8.n(1. scientific knowleg.Ge a.nd co-

operate \'11 th the British. The task before llin ,-ras gre~.t. The re

ls.t1on betlteen the Government and the llIu'311no AS '\Ie l1A.ye already 
• 

obsel""ved wa.s that. of 8uaplcion and 110atili ty. Syed Ahr:1od hO~iever 

successfully perforued tIl0 two fold fUl!ctlnns of a~e.nelng tile B.tti

tune of the Goverru.1ent tOH'a.rc .. 9 tho l1uA11ns and attracted tIle 11us-
• 

l1r18 towa~ds '.,e at Ar~n educft tion and cu.J. tur-o. In 18?i) 11e e stablls]1ed 
, 

• J 

t!1n l'!.A.O. Col1eGt~ and in 1886 ~e l~.id the founrlation 0; l-lusllJ:1B 
• " . ", • 

EducAt1onll.l Confel"~nce for .. creat1I1f; a fervour for education anont;

at tllC lIuslllJs. lIn 1866 S:red AhILlccl established a IIBrit1s11 Indian 
• , 

... \S;toolEt.t1on .Mat Al~arll l1hlo1l l1£\.s been (~oecrlbe(l R.S lithe fOI'e-

runnor ,,-r the .ConG~eBSn by Professor GUI'I.lu1:h Nl!1B.l S1nt;..'1e. in hia 
~, 

nLp.!1d-mft~1~~ in In~.~.n ~on9t i t'lt ionnl .. Dc-velopcc!1t" , . , ".,' 

T~lq·orGRn1RAt10n. dur1n~ its a~ort oxletenco ~ade sever~l useful 
• 

Rnd offeotlve :,apreeenta,~lon' to Bl'ltish PR:,11e.nent, fl.l'ld'to Govern-

Mflnt nf Incl1a, l"eG~ ruing t;rlevE'.nc e ~ f')f t11e Indian people ., 

In tllf bCGinnln~ of hi9 no11t1CR~ R c t 1 .. ~r 1 t 1 0 ~ ~A:red _~~cd IJll.C.C . " 
. ~ 

• • 
s1ncere offorts to ,b!'l~ alJout aJ.l1CRb~o relations betweon tl10 , 
vRrlt)u4! • 

• • 

1. 31n~hR, n.1:. - LRndL~f'.rks in In<Unn ConR~ltutlonAl and Up.tional 
• 

Dev~lopnont pn~e - 37~. 

.-
~ -

• 
I 
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conmunlt1es of India. '::hc Hindus, J1o't'7ovep, in the Ineantime, tal~il1~ 

• 

full aclvant8~ge of ~"le ~tern eituc8.ti()n lJeQl1,me \-1011 v~-rsed in all tIle 

••• 

the Indian A~sociation in 17?6. In 1.38G l~r. A12a .. n~Octavino H'llIDt1, 

a retirnd civilian, in COll~o1"'ation 'tV'ith 1~!.". ',v.C. Banerjee and 

some other Hindu an(l ChriAtian lea.(lers ol·ge.niGe<1 th(~ Int1..ian Na.tion-

• 
n.l ~()ngreAS for cJ.o~~r A~~ociatlon of t11c Indie .. nf1 l'ITith the Govern-. - . 

~ 

mont. ~Tho first President of the Congress in his a~.dre8o declared:-
•• 

1IT11Cl""'O is no mO!le tl10rouc;11ly loya.l a.n(~. cons1sten~ well wisher of 

tl1e Bri ti ell Oo'Tlernr~ent ·t:lan Inyself p..nc1 friends r:tro1.ll1d me II! Thus thA" 

Innia.n }ratlo~~.l ConR're 9 9 8.t it g out get '\~as 8. Hin(1u-domine.ted Pl"O-

Brl tish 00(1:". ~~hree 100B.l India.n As~oclfttion8 - thA Eri tlsh In-

cl1an A9ROciat1on, repr8scntinr.; the Zru11in(lar.~, tJ1e Ind.ian Associa

tion l'epreaonting tl1s midcUe claf:lsoe and the Central lwlol1ammede.n 
• 

Association co-operated with the Coneress at itA naoond Aession 
. , 'l.. 

11elc.:l in C8.1cutta on t118 23tll Dncem'ber laS? The ConE:;ress let? .. c1el"lS 

tl'led to get the l~usl1rns in its folcl by pu.t~ing up Bac1ruddln Ta-
. 

yebJi in the PreAidentinl cl18.ir e~t the l'IaO .. re .. 8 session in 188? and 

ngain Ral1I!lgtullah 1-1. Sayani at the Calcutt~ .. se~Aion in lB·9G.*"~lo , 
'tv~rp. 9tra,lni~g every nerve t1 , says Surcndra Nath Banel'lJee lito se-

oure the co-opera.t1on of our Ido11a.mrrledan t'ollo'\v country men in 
,3 

this e;roE' .. t national \v'O rk II • 

B~lt in th.e wal~e of the n?.tiona,liet IUoveuent Rtartect by the 

Ind..ian 1~c9.tional C()ngre 88 tllere came siI:1ul taneously a 

GlouA l'evl~ra~ all ovor tllH cOlm~ry. ~lle l'cspect. f01"1 

Hindu rel1-
• 

t118 Vedas 

and the Bhagaoat Gceta, t110 revlvRl of SOLle of tIle religious rites 

and r;ereraonies of the EIlnduA assur~led a great :Doli t1c!tl signifl-
, 

canoe in tl1e hands of pf)ll ticAl lea.ders 11}{e Da;rana.nda, BalQa.n-
rt'~(lh01'l T 114!'J.~c P.. n:"] th 4." ~ L. ~ t' It b 
LJ C". .• L 0 et's. ;:>ome FtSpe C liS (')I .1.10 movement 0 Rerves 

the 1,n"1 tor of" Ptlrlla.mental'lY GovernI.1An t in India .. SUCll as ~()b J c e

tlon to th~~ alaughte'''' of 001;]'8 Rl1cl demonstrations in l~o!1oUP of the 

l.lemorles of Hindu Natlol1ftl 11eIl]OeS 11!~e Prlthlilraj, qane.pratFl.p 

B.nd S111va.Ji, became 90aJcod \11"t~1 !-,olltlcnl rlignlflcancc of a COll-
• 

-

2. I\~Jput, .~.B.- Huslim Lcat;ue Yesterda.y & TodaY-Pa o e-15 
J. l3flnerJee, S.N. ~ A. I~?tlon in making-Page _ 108 0 

4. ~3in~hR :1.oy. 'ti.P. - parllEt.mentRry Govt. in India - PaGe - 403 
~. Th1el. - 403. 

• • 

-

I 

i 
I 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



• 

- ~-
and even in the e~rly days of tIle Congress movernAnt tl1ey proved 

R. llandicap to national aolid.ari ty': -It \-1aA c1~-le to this Hindu cha- ~ .. 
rft.cter of the movenent that lthe Ind.ian National (JonGre98 could not i 
attrp.ct the J.luslirJs to its fold In le,l"ge llWilbcl'S. Saycll All.med 

• closel:' \ls.tched. tJle Congress L1o'-=t8ments for 90Elctime. He firmly 
• 

bulle\Ted tl1at t!1e tlY.le }19.c1... not COIlO 'V11 til the lJIusliIJ;'J to pa,rtici-

pa~e in tIle ~ongre 9S. He C8J"!le out 'Ni.th A.n open stater::Ant agllinst 

tIle 1~fuglim9 joining the Concpess in a r[!eptin~;~ 0f .f;:11o 1!usse.ln.8.ns 

1'/110 11a.d 8.sscnblec1 at Lucl~noll for ~he second session of t118 l~oham-
". 

. . 

medF.n EduC8.t lonnl Confel"ence on t110 28tl1 December :1.887. In a force-

ful speecll he upgecl upon the IJlussalnans to !~er.p av-ray t"'rora tlle Con-

~regs ancl generally llarned thetil ac;ainst the inev1te,ble results of 

it s basic del.1B,nds. "'He ffie.de t\v?O paint s of t~le Congre sa I delne.nds 

crystR.l ole ar. One 'tva.~ tl1~,t if tl'le 11igller ge l~rice S 1-Jere -'co be 

filled after corapeti ti'TO exar.linations t:10Y tvoulcl 8.11 go to the 

H~.ndu8 ,.,ho 1-101"'e edUcR,t ionally far B.dvanced tha.n the l~usliI!ls1' Se-

condl:.1', i f' ~le ster~n dena cracy in it a pre sent fOl'1I!l Here to be in, 
traduced in tll1s co~mtl"Y, l1uslims 11ill n11-TR.:l3 be in p, minority of 

. I 
one to four'. EA1JlaininG t118 8eeond :point, lle sB.ld : 

~nThe second. del:1and. of tl1e Hational Cangrons is t11at tlie 
• 

people sh0111rl elect a section of Vicf3ri oy' c COW"lcl1. TIley lqant to 

copy t~le :cngl1 ~h lIou8e of Lords Cl.ne. tl1e HO"'J.ge of r:Jomoons. TIle 

elected. Mp,nbcr,~ fI.ro to be li~~~ mp.n'l:>erg of' t~1e Hous~ of Co~ons • . 

110 vI let us inagine tl1e 'Vicoroyt s CO"lncil macle in t}11s tlA.nner. And 
• 

lot us Bup:)Oee, first of fl.l1" tb.a.t \~!e 11flve univors?l s,Jtfrp.ge, as 

in Alaerlca, D.n<l tlla.t all 11A.ve vote s. And. let us fipst suppo se tb.at 

f1.11 tl1e !·1o}1anlnedan elec tol"' 9 ,,'"ote for a 11!o~D.:r.unode,n nerJber 'A•nc. ~.ll 

Hindu ale c'Gora for a Ilindu iJoubor 9on0. now' C01mt hOlT Dany vo te stIle 

IJfolllti:uaedan IJeUiJer l-Jill hel.ve AAd how Many tIle Hindu. It is c ertaln 

tJ"lItt the Hln(lu neHloer- 1,vill h~.ve four tiMe q ~.9 11an~r, beCEtUse tlJ.elr 

P?puln tlon 1R fOl:lr t lrJe n 2-

1. ~UbBrun1, .. \.H. - lr~2~e1"1s of PaJc.lsta.n, Pp .. 8e ,. 40 

2. Ibl<! -paee - Ll1. 
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fe CB.n T'\-:"o~;e b .... ,r 1~atl1enatics.: t:w:G i;~ere a.s numerous. T ere~ore 1-'- , 

'N111 be four votes for the Hindu to ever'''! one vote for t~1e l~lO~1.8.I!1t1e 

dan. And now ho"fl can tho 11o:f~~nedl\n guard Ills interests? It "lill 

• 
be like a gaMe of dice, in ~hich one man had four dice and the 

otl:er only one !" • 

Th,e effect of the speecl1 was f8.~-rt3aching. The MU9111i1,~ \'lel-

corned it and l:ept e.wa:r from the C011l~re89. T11e lee.dere of the Con

gre sa vehementl? condemned it. Even 4t"llr. Htu:ne called it n s11eer , 
nadnoeg n• l-icsBra. Asok l1ehta B.nd Ae.11b.ut Pat,,'ard~18.n in their study 

• 

of "tl1e cor;xtUM.l Tralngle in Indian 11B.~ suggested t11at 't!1e che.nge 

of S:rec1 .I\hr,le<l' ~ attitude towards tIle ~onl~r.e99 and tOllards the 

introduction of denocratic 1nqtit11tione in Illdia \,IB.S lrrfl'.lenced 
2-

by European Profca8ora of the Aligarh ColleBo. As a matter of fact 

t:1e charactor of thn Con~e ss movement and the atti tude of 80rae 

of 1 t a leaders towarrls the Congre ss Dade Syed A21liled SUS?) ic10us of 

the Hindu mot1~!e an0. since 1867 8.11 his effo!--ts were cl1rected to 

see tl1.R t the lru9l1I!l,~ t'lore not left behind tIle s1 etol' COIJI"luni ty in 

1\ remor~eloss strugGle for existence. The Europefl.l~ Professors of 

the .~.liea~h ~ollnp;e whn used to he1:> him migllt ha,re some cnntri

• button 1n thin rer;ard at a later staGo but it waR not ~ "fl, sUd.c.en 

3 
Cl1a.nefl C9.I:10 O"O!" thl s grea.t nan ". On 15tll Janl1~ry 1893 - eloven 

monthe beforA )!r. Theodre Beck, hl~ 9uj)TlOge~_ mentor in nc1tr poll tics 

nrrl-',"ed in IndiA - Syed A!1mcd, ,·,hll e speaking on Lord R1pon' q LocB.l 

Selt' GO'Ternrr)ent Eill ob:1er"'red :-
tATh 

J. 0 F.t;letenl of l:'~preBentR.tlon iJy election Ineans tb.,e !"eprcsen-

tRtl().n of tho vlel19 and 1ntercatA of th~ luaJori ty of tIle popule.-
.., 

t ion, Itnd in c011ntr1e g l:hcre tho pppule tlon 18 COtlpO sed ~f one 

rftOO A.nd f\110 creed, it 10 no d~ubt th.e best system tllat can be 

I\doptlld. But, X:" Lord, in P. countr:- like Inclla, l.,llere caate d1s

t1notions st1ll flour1 all, \ihol".O th,(1l'C 1s no fuslQJl of the v8.1"lous 

rAoee, l-thcre' rel1Glnuf<1' d1e~1nctlo!lB Are still v'101ent, 'l1:'lcrc odu-

oat1onJ.l) 1ta modern klun.e :'Jl.U not Ilalle ll!l equal or propol't1orlB.te 
• 

~ 
~ , 
• 
I 
I 
l 

'1. 1\1 'b e ru n 1 A. H. - : rn. \: n r 9 
~. ~·:ohta anA Pn tWA.rt~han 
3 • :h1«1 - PAte - 2."3 

of P~~~1stan - Page - '1-1 
- Tho conMu~l Tra1nt~le in IndiA. _ I 

Page-rz-24 . I 

, 
• .... . (., 

• • 

• 

• 

. 
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p~"Or-!'eB9 a.mont; all the ser.tions of tho 110pulntion,' I am convinc~t\ 

th~.t the introduction of the p:r:tnciple of elect1()n, pure p.nrJ. r,im-
. 

pIc, for repreAenta.t1on of ~Rrlous interests on the Local BaarOs 

and District C0Ul1ci18 ,,,ould be 8.ttendo(1 '\'11 tl1 ov1:+s of Gre~.ter 

siGnificance than pupcly economic cOflsi.leratione. nlJ long a.8 dl-
• 

fferences of race Rnc.l creed., and the distinctions of casto ferm 
, 

an irl.lpor1Jant element in tl1c 
..,. 

Socio-polit1c8~ life of In{~11a" ancl 

influence 11Pr inha.b1 tants in rlattera connected lv":\. th the admlnis

trntt'-'n and ,,,"olfar'9 of tIle countr·y at la.l"'ge, tl1e Systr.u1 of elf:ction 

pure and simple calmot 1)0 sB,fel:r e.<loptod. TIle 18.rger cOFlmuni ty 

\vould totallY overl"ide tlle lnto-,.,o at 8 of t~e 9IJallor communi ty, 

Rnn. the iEnopant public 't-Tould hold Governnent responsible for 1n

troduo lng measure s which m1C!1t r .. l$l~e the difference s of race and 

cl"Jeed rnore violent tllaIl ever. II ( 

Tlle ~rorst fear of Syecl AImed lvas soon p:c'oved to be tl"'ue. The 

Ind1n.n Council's ..:\ct of 1892 increasetl tho m~mber of efl~,t s in the 

Cent!'al enci. Pro'v'lncinl LGg1s1~.tive Counc11~J granted tlleir member~ 

the right of discussinG and. putting questions to t~"le government 
• 

on Qatters of ptlblic importance and laic!.. tl1e fotU1dB.tion of, ILlore 

or less, a system of election. But the systen of Joint electorate 

put the Muslins in a serious d.ief),dvantac;e as tJ10 Hindus by virtue 

of thp.1ra numerical strength simply ignored tIle minority comlIlun1ty. 

None of the out standing Ivlusllrn le8.lle ttA li~(e Syed A,luJect, Syed .~eer 

Ali, Aghe. K11an an<l others could 'be elected due to the fact that ma-

jori ~y of the voters 'tvho 'tV'cr(; Hindu8 cast theil' votes 0\1 comnnmel 

.. ~ 
bRSis. Tllis ''las an alarm si{}1~.l for tl1e IJluslit1 leaders. 1I~lc llfere 

~ 

actually a't1fare u declares Agha Khan, a C()ntelaporary l'litnese, II that 

UK l'TC hacl, long been neglected, that to the H1ndu maJori ty - as 

rep1"'cAented by its leaders in the Cone;ress party - lie seemed a 

tiresome splinter in th,£} flesll-of the body politic, and that though 

I. q",-Jl~ ~ A-<-~~,4--f"i. - t'1~ -rr-Av;f~ ib-~1. I 

'1- Quoted in B'V"olut1nn of t118 IvIuslim Leaf;ue by" MiI'Z8 . .LUi Azha.r, 
article published in pakistan St~.ndal'"'d 14.8".54 

• 
• 

• 
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thpre \'las great ta11~ of nationalisr!l, t'.Te lVeI'e not ever consider-

ad in t~1e aspirat10ns that llerc beinG fostered, t~e plans that 

''1ere be ing laid II • 
\ 

• On the 30-::;. Decer:iQer 1893 Sir ·3ayed AhrJod convened a roeet-
• 

tnt; of the lead,lnr: Mu~s8.1ma.ns of India at Aligarh, 171 t11 a '\"'ie\l 

to consider the fut~re line of action of the Muslins in polit1-
• 

cal matterA of Inrl1p.'. All possible courses ~"lere discussed in t11e 

meetinG and i.t WB.9 found tha.t 1 t \'."111 'be un'-Jise for t~e 1'Iuslims 

to join th,e agltat1nn against tIle Gove:nment nit~1e!' 1.'11th the Con-

gre as or indepenflently. On the other l-:a.nd it was considered sul

ciJ.a.l to keep theoselves out of politics. -The meet1ng felt tb.e 

necessity of B.n all Inclia political organ1sation of tl1c liluslima 

as aGainst the Indip.n Na,t1onal Congre ss, l'lhic}l ''las "tiO a(lopt a 

nodifled line of p()liticD~ 8.ct1vlty in tl1e gl:eateI' inte3:"est of 

Aa90cla~1on was fornecl in tIle meeting on tIle same date. TIle meet-

int:; sel'lousl:r criticised tllC systBm of Joint eloctorate and. lJut , 
fOl"Warc'\' a d.elnand for the introduction of sepal""'a to electol'"la to 8:,"S-

tem. 

Tl1c lilusl1m renaissance taovoLlent 1'lhic11 was be~ng l1eaded by 

Sycri Ahr'1oc! and hio colleguea at 1\.ligar11 turned the Hindus defi

nitely ho stile to tho ltIusll1:ls" for t:10Y 11ad not fallen in 1'11 th 

tlleir progrlllillo anu llad considered 1 t- impolitic to tnl:c pal't in 

any k).nd of at!:ltatioll against tllfJ BrltiBl1 Gavernoent. The actl-
J 

,v1t1es 01' 8WDI;1 Sradhananda, t:-.o founrl,.,l' of th£! Arya. SamnJ move

f:10nt and Balgangadhor T11a~(, p .. Marhattn C;").itpa"!'an Brahnan WA.~ 
) 

larC~ly 1"p.3ponslble fol" tIle antagonlAm'bctween the two 1ll'.Jor conl'-
) IJ 

rnwl1 tie s of Ind.1P.. In 1a93 Tilal: ol'ganlsed a.n n.i.ntl-co~ killing 
7---

C30clctyll at PoonE' .• The sane year he inA.11gurftted annual public 
• 

2. ~hlrol Valontine - Ind1an unrest - Pnge - 1~4. 

• • 
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fe9t1val in honour 'of Ganes~ or Ganapat1 and thus ~olmded an 

institution againf3t tl1e l~l.L""e.~ feeti'Ta.l of the MU.elims • 
• 

l! U':'ilak' 8 onslaught in Foona fPon Ranade, hls a.lliP"nce 111 th the 

blt;ots of or~hr)dox:T, his appeals to popular suspeDstit10n in tIle 

nnw ua:1~tpatl celebrations, the racial fanaticism in the 'Anti-co,,;,-
• 

killing' movemen~ •••• , and last but not least in importance,his 

control of tIle Press and the 'note of ~erSO:la1 Violenoe 'tillicll he 

1 , t1 i t 1mpal"~ed to nelvS pa.pe!' Polemios, representa .L18 proe;res9 ve 8 a..;es 

ot- ~~ hlg:u.y orga.nisect cenpaisn which l1as served as a IJodel to the 

apo:3tles of l..U1:rAst aJ.J over' India.lI~ rrhe ~e~ul t of all these ~tc~l
X:tt"iK 
,"1 t1es ul t1me.tely found expl'1essinn in several coronunRl riots. And. 

the ~u1f of d1ffel"onco bet't"lcen tIle IJIusllrns and tl1e Hindus bec8,me 

tlider and ''lider. .-

The Undu-Hind1 cont~"o\rnrsy, llhich started in 1867 wIlen a fell! 

influent1al Hindu leaders of Beneras contemplA.~ed "GIla renol1a1 of 
• 

Urdu 1anuuage and Persian character froD Goverruaent offices, took 

a serious turn after tlle death of S~rcd AhL"!ed. r:'11D gl'~avi ty of the 

lA.nC;llA.ge con-t:;rovprey llE1-d conV'inc~d Sa>y~d AhL1ed t11at., t11e Hlna~us 

~ 
.E\n(l the 1~uallm8 IIl;i~.l .110~ join tvl101e-~le~.rte<Uy in anyt111ng. II L 

• 
"':'h18 was tho first occasion u v11'i tes Hall, thl' biographer of Syed 

Aluned, "'\\"l:en 116 fal·t the.t 1 t" was no'tv inpossible for tllc _,Hlndlls 
, 

nnd l'lusliras to ,llr<:lGre 98 as /?, slnglA n~,tion Rnd fox" a.ny one to 
~ . 

'fork for botb. of tll.ero eimul tBneO'lf1l~r". Since 1893 tllo llindus 

started vigor'oue orunpa~gn to cl1s1o rige Urdu' froD all [:;overnL'1ent 

officee llncl change ita ocript froD (:lor-sian to Dcvanagrl : .The 
) 

Lieutenant Governor of tIle United Provinces, Sir Antiony issued 

R Cil"cull',r on the 13th April 1900 givinc effect to the Hindu de-
) 4 raand. Th1s circular caLle as B. E;Jcrious 'blOl-1 to the 11usl1rns. Tr.ey , 

fOl.U1d tlloLlselves 90rloualy affected in their educEl.tlona~ and cul-

tu.ral l~fe • 
• 

1. Chirol, Valontine - 1\1r.1a.n tUlrest. Fage - 40-,,-*1 

2. Quoted 1n .. Uborunl - 1lal':.ers of Pru::1etan. Page - 25 
3. IbId Pa~o - 25 
4. Noman. I>! - Out' Struggle - Pat~e - 2. 
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tJ«\va~ 11011SJlin ul IJfulk an(l ~,e.b 'llqurlll jAulJ~, the two sue

ce S Bars of '3ir ~yed A11Lled. con3i(lr~1'led 1 t to be 9. ser io us a ttacl':. 

~ on x!uc l1uAliPl culture a!1n ~onvened n C"!onforencp. of tll(~ InnoJ.ne 

1~us11n q of the TJni tell ProvinnPA A.t AllgEtrh (1.9CF)) ~ 'I'he Confe-

renee viewed \·:1 th e;r8.vc conC~~l'n t11e a tt i tude ()f thA Govel"'nrr1ent 

flnd aslced the (}overnr:H1nt to reconAicler its <lec.isiol1. But the 

Governrnent turneu deaf eal l to t11e l-1usliln (lol;t8.nds. Tl18SC com-

plex circumstances fI.,\1'8-1coned t11e lIuel1.II18 from tl1.eir 10ng sl'lUJ

bAr and tlley no,"" fully JJ(HlliA8c1. tllP. necesrli ty of united a~tion 

to sa.feguard theil1 intel'ests. '-;'In 'uhf) mannm' in uhich the HUfI-

liln rigl1t s are be int; tl""BJaplec. upon and p.ttackfH.i. frot! all sid.o 9 

• 
and tllO tone of tIle nUllber of articles tl1at are beine; pub118~-

tlleir tont;ue tied and be a mere passive oiJserver ll - 'vrote~l£tb 

Viqarul lilulk i~ a merLlorable lettcl' -:0 NJ.Ylab 1)10118111:1 bl' l~ull~.~L 

Nl~':~~l~J Vlqarul 1·1ulk nn,'l cru.ao out in the fielrl of acti va politics" 

r.na , .. .-. 0 0', "." 
- - .S 

.:-...;Jp ... - _ ....... 0' .... ,.. ').I··~ t1") e 110~-,.. l..)'" . l 4 - .. " _ '. ..... • - , • - I - - __ ....... "t:l 

~~lRrds tlle end 01'1901 a repre 8 en t A. t i"~.re C01;11'11 tt e e wi t11 t11e 

lIuAlim leaders of different provlncA9 was formed at Luckl10W .. 

8.t the 1n1 tie..t1"~,e of~n1.b l"lohshln ul 14ulk.3 TIle (Jomr.:1ittee ~las 
) 

entrusted 't'litl1 t11e taBle of chalking out tIle future l~.ne of 

ac~ion of tIle VIusllPls. After a full fledged 8UI"vey of the 

exlst1l1{j poli ticnl circumstances the COlmai ttee decided to 
~ ) 

form a J~usl!m Association in overy Province 'vi tIl dlstrlct 
• 

and tO~'n1 brancl1es. TIle 'vhole scrleme 'tvas nubli~11ed and 11A.l1-
, . . 

ed by tIle l~usllm leader8. AT11u8, an A.s 90C 1~.t1on 1nfl.lnely, T11e 

1. Nomfln, • 
l~ - l-1usl1ra Inclia - Pace ~ -

n Ibid - Paf'.'C 62 G. -'-

3. Thid - Page.~· 63 • 

4. Ibid - Page G,g-61 

• 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



• 

, 

'f 

, 

- ~-
l!u~liL1 Poll tica.l and 10cial Organisation l'lR,~ formeil at _~lig2rh. 

Though the organisation ,·ras 9hort 11~ed yet it l-laS 8ucce9sful 

in 1J1'eating a sensa~ion a.r.lO!t the HU91im intelligentsia of the 
• 

Bul:>-contlnent. It infuAed hopes into the minds of tl1e Muslims 
• 

and helped the fO~lation of the historic SiMla deputation in 

1906. 

About this time ca!ac the question of the partition of Ben-

• 

gaJ.. '!'llf~ Lleute~nt Governor of Bengal had tlle cl1R.rge of 78 mil

lion. of men almo~t twice the ~opulatlon of the United kingdom. 

A9 a. rn Aul t of t::'iA 11uge ftl"ea, Untl.f; r one e ingle unit \'11 th l1ead-

qua~tei" at Calcutta. J.lu~li!El populRted East Bengal ''las sCl~iously 

ne~lectcd. ~11th a view to promote administrative efficiency Sir 

John Elliot propoend the parti tio n of Bengel in 1896 ~-"~}IP 

1905 the partition propo88.1 lias renewed by tIle Governor. Lord 

~rzonJ tIlo t~len Vicoroy ~undertr')olc a tOllr in Eaetern :Seng~~, 

convened a spocial meetlng B,t ryacca and officia.lly deolared the 
~ . 

forlilRtlnn of the new province of Eaatern Ben~a1 and ASRaJn~ Tlle 
• 

ne,,~· pr()v lnce included the ''In'Jle of Assam P .. nd RFI.j g}1f! .... hi , Chit ta

gong and Dacca divlAiona of BenGal. Z!The ea.stern d.istrict no'tv 

incl u<!()d 1n tl'le new pI'o~'lnce gainod enol't1ously by the chanGe, 

lrhlch 'vas at the 8A.fi1e tine only an act of justice to the larGe 

11uAl1D majority who received but little consideration fpom CcJ.-
~ . 

outta. But the partition caused inconvenience or material 1088 
• , 

t" thr. abeontee Inndlor~_9, :>leaders and Doney lenc1cl1 9 arxl SOLle 

nf thr. merchants of Cnlcutta, Anelo-Indlan 8.S \1011 as Hindu 

• nat1 '''Oe CnlcuttA. ,.,hlch hp~d developed llS n cen~r~ of tl1.e Hindu 
, 

uppr.r And ~1ddle class felt shockod at the luea of p~r~1tlon 
• 

whereby tho h1nter-1And of East ~cngBl was to be t~~cn ou~ of 

1 te d1rect oontrol. SI) ,¥lle 

1. Banerjee, S.!~. - A Nation in oak1ne - PaGe - 188 

2. Ch1rol, VA.lontlnc - Ind1An Unl-'ea~ - PaGe - 81. 
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Hindu upper class and ~erohants of Calcutta started the antl

partition r.1ovement \'tl1icl!. 't·la,s ultinately ta1~en up as a national 

cauge by the Hindu leaders. Part i tion l'laS interpreted a!=3 an 

attempt to hampel· tl1eir actlvi~1e8 by. cutting half of the IIlla -

tion U A.drlft from its "intellectual" ~~.pit8,1.' T11is liell calcu

-10 
latp.d cry 8.ppee.lc0. I1p.ny of the H1nnu "modoratos tl p..1so and in 

Cal cut ";c9 .. fee11ng ran very stronp;. The B.nti-pR.rt1t1on deL10nstl'a-

tiona l-lere organised in Calcutta ltnd in the 1~ofuss11 to,\-lns 8.nil 

the wildest rnportA \'lere olrcu.lated aL10nGst the m~.sses. Nationa-

list lea(le:""'s like Gokhalp., Bepin C116.ndra PD~ a.nd Dadhabha1 MaoroJ i 

openly 8.l11ed themsel ve S 1·.rl th the ca'.lee of tl1e lImt lIindus. Sir 

Bu~:'cnG.ranath Banerjee, edl tor of lI':l'he Bengali II ..... stB.rted the Swa-

doslll roo'rement boycotting tIle Britis11 goode. 

Ant 1-pA.rt i t10n meet ings llepe 0 rgan1 sod A.II ove ~ the province 

Rnr!. a.s l·t:.". Lovett ''lrotc in his "History of the Inrtl~.n l'TR.tional 

11ovemp,n t 11 • :-

~IIA9 purel:,r sent 11nental appeals l',TF.!re lneffectl've to exile 

• 
sufficient popular s:rmpA,thy. the lean,ere of tIle A.nt1-pa.l"t1 ";ion 

• 

movement sOA.rching for R. nRt10nal hero endeavoured to import 
• 

fron Bombay the cult of ShlvaJl Rnl~. appealed to the religion 

of the nultitude by pl~.clng tllP,lr effOl"ts 1...U1der the patronage 

of Ka11, the ~o<lc.e99 of des"tructll')n p.nd stren@-thll. l-
, 

• 

'he anti-pa~t1~lon movenent by the Hlndu~ and the CongrosB 
" , . . , 

loadors' support to 1 t sel'1ously effected the Hlnd.u ...... l.Ius!lr.1 re-

lations nll over Ind1a.. ~11e vellomenco H'ltl1 'tv!licll t11c Hindus 
• 

opposed t:,e pflrtl t 10n ''lhlch wa.s R. genuine dClnand ()f tIle 1.lu)s-
• 

Bn.lIllItna rea 'cted in the nevoloprlent of a new pSyc~lology among 
~ .. ~~ 

the 1-11.1.2111118. The 1·Iusl1L18 beoame Llore anti-Hindu as could not 

" • 
1.· 0hirol, 'Talontlne - Indian unro~t. - PRge 92 

!"!. LO'fntt. ~'e't"nAY - Hi otor:l of the Inrtlan rT~ tlonp~ !.{ovcment. 
PaRe - 62. 
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expl~,in llnt1-part1 tion r~10"!etlent except 8.9 anti-14usl11:l I!ll1ve of 

tl1e d.~I!lln8nt Hlndue. !!indus 9.nd 11u~liI!l9 began to fltll e.p~.rtt so 

far P.A lJollticel 1nte:>:'oet mJ concerne0 .• 

• 
ceed Lord Cu!'zon. Lord MOl"ley. tIle ~ec:-etary of t:3tB_te for In-

<lla while introducing the Indian Budget for 

of CO!JI!lOnA 
~ AA-
-hinted ~l ne,v I'!1ep.Aure of re-f'orme 

1908 in the Hou~e 

f~r Indla~deClarln~ 
"" 

that tithe Governor General is about to appoint a srilall Committee 

frOIJ his t:xecutive Council to consider· what refOrL1S in this di

re c t ion can be e:\.,})8(11en tl y ca't'ried fo l""'1va:r."ln". ' 
~ ~~ ~M~/~ .. ~ 

~~e proposed. constltutltJnal che.nGes cp,uged,,~~~~4ctsljA~ that 

t~n Hindus '\.;11') lvP,!,~ e~_ucat1fJnaIJ.;r anvanced, poli tica.l1y conse i-
• 

ous and' bettor orge.:nisecl wouln further e,clvfLnco thoir position 

through the forcshadollod refOrlQs. Tho I-tuslim lee.der,~ becarae ~lC-

t1ve to put forwe.rd the 11' deIllande Rnd thl~ grieVHl1Ces befor'c t11c 

Goverl"llJent. The Rctl vi tin 9 of the t loye.l' }Jlusl1m lean_cl"S p.nd 

their oppoai t1on. to the ConGress had impressed Lord 1·!lnta. l~Iore-, 
cA ""---II"'-t 

o~rer tIle growing agi ta. tlon of the Consre s s ~cl tl1e Bri-

tish policy tal-larde the 1 peacefuJ. t ~lus111!l9. On the 28th l.ray, 

190B Lortl ~Ilnto 'T'f!10tf~, ~AS. to Congrp. 99 •••••• thnre 1 n much 

thft~ iq ab~olutely dls1oye~ in the JaO'Tonerrt and tl1c\,~ .tl10PO 18 
, 

u~.nger for tIle fu~ure I hn',e no doubt. •••••• I have boen tlllrt.1t-

inc; a good deRl lRtnl:, ~f R. po Rsi 'Jle' cOtmterp~l so to :Jong!'e as 
Il. 

aims •• " 'on lath AUt£Ust, 190B r.fr. Archbold., ·P~!r.clp.?..l of the Ali-
, 

garh 1'1 •. A.O. Col1oe::;c ~Jro te Et. le-:;tel' to ~va".J I'~oh8111n uJ. ltlulk in 

lThich 1le ~ld the.~ 110 llas bonn informed by Colonel DtUllop SLli th, 
, 

the Prl·~.'·~te Secretary' Qf "t~ln "Tlce~"Ioy IIthat Hi A Excellency is , 

~ R.~!'eopJ)le to rnceivc the 1·!usl1IJ f'.e-ryutatlon".lill''IEl.b 1~oh9h1n 111 
J.w~ (; . -

Uulkl\ ava.114th.e opportunity antI ..cl,Qcl.,·l~~· to wnit upon His 
• 

1. NOH1M. li. l(~iBllm -India - PaGc-7Q 

2. I Inr;." , Countess of l~lnto - Ind.iA. 111nto and 1.Iorby - PR80-28-29. 
~ " 

3. 110hta lUln PatWQ1'dJ1All - :;::e C0I111unal Tr~.1nt;lc 1 n India -Pa c e -62 • 
• 

• . .. . .,. . 
I . 

" 
• , • .' .. 

• . I - . 

• 
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Excellency the 'Viceroy in tlle form of a deputatif)n. It 11as sue;-

ge~~ed to prcpal"Oo an address forDlulatlng the !Jlusl1n grievances 
I 

and demands. ~The a.ddl'€ sa wJs prepa.red by Nawab Imadul Huq and , 
Syed Haean 311grami. ·The sclleme \iaa welcomed by the )luslim lea.-

• dere and the /«lvab S~~eb was grnatly ass1sted by l-lohaIDI.1ad lsoail 
.-, 

Khan, ,~h~'1cbJada Aftab A~ed Kl1an, l~oul vi l·IohannB.d Yakub, Sarti..8.r 
• , 

l~ohammad Yakub Kr£n, His Highness the Agha. IOlan aJ1<1 principal 

Archbold. His Higlmeas the Agha K!lan \"l9.S elected the leader of 

the deputation. The ~deputation which consisted of ~hlrty six 

members representing every Province and every class of the En~~ 

11eh educated l-iuslin SocletY?-They v/alted upon the Viceroy on 

the let October 1906 at S~la. 

• 

, Tlle prayers of the deputation \'lere 8.S follolvs :-~ 

(A) A due proportion of MohA.Mr1edf'n9 shDUltl find plRce in 

~a~etted and the subordinate and ministerial services 

of all Indian Fl"ov1ncca • 

• 
~B) 1·!o}wJDedru1 Judges Arc not frequently appo'lz:1ted to t11e 

HiGh Courts and Cluef Courts of Judicature. 

(0) TIle looal authority should in every case be required 

to deolare tl1c nunlber of Hindus PJld Mue11os, entitled 

to SORts on 14unicipalities Mn District Boe..rcls, an(l the 

proportion 1s to be de terI1inod in accordrulcc \-li th the 

nucerical strength, sociRl statuR, local influence p~d 

speciaJ. requirements of eitl1er commun1ty. 

(D) SenRto e and :;ynt11cA. to e of Indian Univers1 tic s ma.y be 
• 

plc11arly doalt with. 

t 

1. Moman - .1~u~11rlj Inclla - PaBA - 7~ 

2.' N?m~J M. - .Mu~l!1 Ind1a - Page - 7' 

~ . .s;... .. ,s:.~.lc:. - ~.~4:, ~~.I'~ -5.3- .t.q 

. ~ . 
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Ir:lno",ts.n t lfohanunedan Ip..nd otmer 9, ls.~~"er 9, Llerchan t s 
I , 

~.nr3. reprA~entatlve~ ·of other important intorests, I/Ius-

lim metlop,rs of District Boarde A.ncl lilun1cipnll ties and 
• 

~IU811tl Gradua.te 8 of a cOl'tain at~.nilinc; (gay , five years) 

el10uld be formed into Electoral Collogos for (~lectl(')n 

to tl1C Prav1ncia1 Council s • 

• 

(F) If Indian merab~rs are appointed on the Viceroy's Exe

cutive. C01.fficl1s, claims of 1~us11ms 8hou1(l~ not be over-

• looked • 

• 

, . 
.oil . 

• 

(G) Mol1ammedan University lias the centre 

of our peligious and 1ntellectuB,1 lifo II ,t-...~.t.,.,.. ~~'slv-\-, 

The cteputat10n fu}:"ther" demancted the introduction of the 8Y8-

tern of separate l/Iualim repre gentation to the local bodie send 

C0W1cl1s, "Commensura.to not r . .1erely \v"itll nUL'lorical strensth but 

a.lso 'tvith the1r~ political imp~rtance and value of ~he contrlbu-
• 
.:I-t10n 1vh1c11 they mFJ.cle to the ~.efence of tIle empire 11. AnC' .. in con-

sic1.erat1on of the "poRi tion 1'lhleh they OCCUp1Ad in. Inc.ha. a 11 t-

tle t101'le t11rul hundred. yeA,!"s ago, and. h~hlch tl1e tl'ad1 tions 11sve 

not n8~turallY faded fl'om tl1eir t:lincls. II , 

Q 
1tl~lnto then read his ens'tve~, Wllich he h~.d thouGllt out most 

carofully". "It "las inposslble wr1tos l-lery Minto, lito promise 
• 

th'em (1.e., the 11usl1ma) too Buell for feal" of offen(lll1e ,otl1el'1 

Corruaunitl e s, but a.s he .qpoke, in very clear distinct. tones, 
2- -

murmurs of se.t1sfnction pR9se(1 tl1rout;h tl1e audience u• A!Jo l1e 

other thinr; 9 Lord 141nto sni(l.. to t11c l1uslitl deputation : - ~ 

'II "Y0'lr addre'ls, as I undorstand it is It claim tha-:; in any 

8ysten of rnprp.acn~atlon, 't1T11et~1er it affects a IJ.Iwllcipru.ltYJ a 
I • 

1 •. ~zhpr, 1,I.A. - "1~uA1LYJ Lep{~ue II an ar-ticle publ19}le(9~ in 
the Pa:~1Atan Standard 14. 8. 54. 

211 Ib1f\ .' 

'fl. lllU'y, Oountess of liinto - InUie~.1.11nto anct liol"iay -Pagf.~--l:5 '66. 

~'~ p~ "'1 , --\: ~ • 

J 

,J 
J 

, 
f, 

J 
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Dif!tri ~t Board o!' Le~~181p.tl',e 'Jo"J.ncil, in ,-,hiell i t 1s propo sed 

to innVonuce or increase an ~lector~! orep~lset1on, ~he MOll~ll-
• 

modan communi t:r e!lou.lcl be l")cpreaented ae a COLlIlunlt:,. You point 

out that in Ma.ny case 9 ele ctorD~ bod1~ 8 as nOlo]' conat! tutthd, cen-

not he expocted to return a IIol18HJL1ed8n cB.ndi~-e.te, and tllaJu if 

by ebB.nee they did ao, it oould only be B,t tIle saorifico of suell 

c~ndirlA to I g 1,1e'''8 to thonA of .. R. ~ajori ty oppo sed to h1s Olm OOD

mun1ty, lfhollK he 1"10uld. in no \oray rnpr~aent, and you jU9tl~," clRID 

that your po a1 t10n s!lould be e stiIJftted not rleroly on YOlU" nurJeri-
• 

c~.l strengt11, bat In{t''e spe ct to the political inportance of your 

com"roi ty And the ecrvico 1 t h~.!3 l'endered to ·'1 v ... e empire-. I ar1 
• 

en~lrely in accord with you. " ~11S Vicero", alAo p .. -Tn l-l: that II Any 
" _ J 

electoral representation in Indla would be doomed to m1ecl11evous 

f~11ure w~lch alned at ~r~nt1n~ a per~onAl enfranchlsenent re-

gRrdleBA of the be11efs and t!,18_dit1ons.of the cOJ:U;11lnltict:1 compo-

sing the populntion of thin continent.n. ~U9 the r'-eput~.tlon eUc-

oeenod l.n AocurlnG 90:r>a.re:~El elo ctora to for' tIle 1·il1S sal~an S. 

The Bucce S e of tl1.0 9irlla deputatlaa and the _ Gl"ant 1n[; of 

acparnte olectorate, 1s a turning point ln t1le l1iatol"Y of l~us-
• 

11m India. It created a scnaa~lon t~roubhout the country and , 
prcpar~d tIlo bTo-a.nd for further polltical raovcL1ents. ':'110 lcadol's 

of t!le Sitlla deputa~lon par'tloula.rlyNti.1fD.o v1qar ul llulk c:ccided 

to conyono a Dcoting of tlu~ lne.lllng 1-!u~11rn9 of the 4~.lbcontlnent 
• 

wi th a viell to de cic10 the future 0011rs~ of action Mn to fOl'L1 

B strong OontrllJ. organ1 RA. t1nn or whioh shoulC'. guide t1'lt-) poll t~

c~ Rct1'rltloa of tho Ind1ltn l1uru.irns. ~on the 4th of Octob~r 
, 

1906, H.H. tlle Ag}lA Khan In'Otfl a lotter to Nwnb Vlqarul l.!ulk 

rrr;".rdlng the il.lportanee I)f separate electorate wlloreln lle aub'-
. 

gested. t!1c. f<?!'f:latlon Qf P~~'''lnoln1 &a.socla.tlons' "w1 ~b ~1~ ..aim 
, 

• 
~ . 

.. 1. ~_o~~~, l~. - Muall!l Ind1A. - P:'t(;e - ?3 
• • 

• 

• 
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of 8Elfeguardine tllo political 1n~erests of lroha.nTJeda.ns in tIle 

'."ariou~ pOl"tions of India, ,ipd simila.rly BOlle Centrel Organisa

tion for the l"hole H • TIle idea of a pCl"'r.lanent political I"')rgeni-
• 

sat10n of tl1c In<lian }~'l~f3almanA t11ua -engaged th~ n~tention of 

prominont l-IusIiL1 leaders of the cOlm~r::r ~n tIle 9th of No,,;;rem-

ber 190CMf"lllb '3alil'1'ulah of Dacca. iSS11C(i a Circular 8uggestine 

t11C forma.tion of an "All India. 1·!usl1rJ Confe;rcnce u J anG. ln~T1 ted 

alt:lo at all the l~u~llI!l lead.er s of the "Sub-cont inent in t1te IIEa.st 

Bengal and As saI.'1 Educat lonal ConferAnce II ! 

The East Bent,:;al and AssaLl E9-ucat1onal Confer'ence opened on 

the 29th Denenber 1906, 8.t 'T)acca. ton the 30th December the 101:1.-
• 

c.ors of I~uAl1M In(lia assembled M tIl0 ~~.ndel to discuss n~.ttnr8 

of ~fJl1t1cal 1n~Bl'e8t. On t!lP. ootion of/tfd.\vab Ss.linuilAll 1v~1ich 

vIne seconded by lir. l/Iazhal"'ul Huq, ~-v'flb Viqarul }~!uJJ~ W'PS elect

o~ to the Ch~ir. 'Prominent amongst those 1tho attended the meet-

inc l';OPC !!wEl.b Vlqarul Hulk, Nl~ab 11011shin u1 r~ullc, H.H. the Agha 

Khan, Hakim A.JmaJ. Khan,. 110ulana 9hR..u.'k:~.t .All,· lOOulflna 11ohru.1lIlad 

Ali, S i!' Ha san Irnam, 14r. lifo z l1arul Huq, 4t 811."'6 Ali Ir!len, 140 ulru1a. 

Jatar Ali K!lan, l·Ioula:1p. Abul Ka.lau ) .. znu., ~'1.ahebJadf\. Aftab A~led, 

KM\.rJa Ghqlan us. 9aqallne, RaJp. !1auser _Il..li, S11e11:h Abclullah and 

Nm-rab SA.l1rlUllah~ After sel'lou9 di~CuBsion of . the various pro

blccs of l'luallhl Inctln by t:le dlatln,;uiahe<l leadnl"S /Wavab Sflllnul

lah I!l'"}ved the follolline l'e solution :-' 

'''Resolvod that this mentinf' cOlllposod of Husaalmans froLl 

all parts of nldla aSBcobled At Dacca cec!ue tl~t R Politi~al. 
" . 

Association be fornod p.nd styled All Indin 1·lusl1r.l LCl'.guc, for 

the f~th(1r8.noo of the following obJects:' 

1 · !l t:' iI Q' n A.4 eL.,. "27' ,~~.t;.~:: ","-'8:-;;;--;:; .. :"~~ <71'...A· "''''TN7p:k~~~ ~TANII J# 'T ~. 
2. DO''lan .. ~btlu1 Hamiel - ~lvab Sallmulls.11, nn article published 

in the daily Azad. 4. 3. 56. , ., ,.. t:a ..... wlt",'''.J A. u- e 14uol1r.l LOflJS1ae ~rcat~rdny nH'~ to~ 'Pp~~Q-1S .21: 

a. N ............ J 11 - n .. ,,~ •. : 9.....eu· I'~ 7 8 

I 

• 
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"( a) '::0 p"flomote aoong the }IU98alIJana of India, feelings of 

lo~,ral ~y to the Bri tlsh GovernlJent and to rnoove any 
• 

Ili9conception that m~.y arise e.s to the intention of 

Government with reGard to any of the meRsurcs. 

lI~b) To pormote anc. adYance the political riGhts and lnte

l"e ete of tho l!uBsalI.1~,ns of L"'1dict and to re apectfully 

represent their needs end as:pirat1ons to t110 Govel~n-
• 

4-tlen li. 

n ( c) To pl'e"ren t the rise f11~10ng st the }·1us sa.ltlRn q' of Inct1a. J 

()f Intl1a, of B.ny feeling of hosti11 ty to'trlA,rds other 

comnnmltles "'it!1.o1.l~ preju<.llce to tI1A otl1sr aforemen-
• 

tioned objects of tIle Leaguo fl • 

Tl1.e rosolution 'ITas duly supported. by :I~.k.lra AJmHl K11Etn, 

Mo u1 anH Js.f art A 11 Kh~.n , She ikh _.\b(l. ullah 8. nd l/ro ul ane. lIo ha Iilnad 

Al1 ann ~..raR unaa1mously A.ccepted.H.H. tlu; Agha I01an 'lias elec-

ted tl1e pA~'n.nent Pro s1rlent of th.e All India. Muslin LaFl.rsue. 

ThU.FJ tho foundAtion of tl1e. All India IvluAl1IJ Leacue ,,,as 

laid Wlllch was deatlned to bl"lnt: about ft. slgnlf1oan .lG change in 
, 

tl10 political oap of tIle Sub-continent and gt.'t."e b1rtl1 to PaJds-
• 

tan. 

• 

• 
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CHAP'l'ER II 

THE AI,I, D!DIA l~USLD:I LEAGUE 

PRn.z.ARY PHASE 

(1907 - 1910) 

I 

, 

• 

atJ· 

Tha All In{lia Muslim Leaguo start~d dare a Pro-Government or

ganisation representing the upper class 1~us8alm8ns of India,. Al-

ma st sinilar forco s wOl~l(ed behind the formation of the two gr~at 

In(lien organisationsl the Indian National Congress and the All 

India l~usllIn Loague. 'I'11e Indian. National Congro,ss was founded 

~ on the initie,tive of ~ l-ip. A.O.Hume, a. r t etlred civilian. 4IThe 

Viceroy Lord Dufferln; however, feeling the lack of any loyal 

oppoal tion to stlmtll.ate the GoveI'tnment, deliberately encouraged ,)-
v I 

to take a political character,lI. Similarly the Government of Lord 

Minto oncoure.ged and welcomed the forme .. tion elf tl1C ;~·:Cl·~ as a 

counter~last to the Indian National Congress. Despite val~ious 

e..tt,Glnpts of the Congress leaders to win the support of tllo Mus

lims, the Mus~mans as a cOlInnunity h.acl never idontified them-

~ selva 9 1;J1 th the Congre 8 S • II The 11oha,l11IJedan Community II, adm1 t 8 

Sir gurenrlra Nat11 Bsnerjee, uunder the leaderfJl1ip of Sir Sayed 

Al1road he#d 8loof from the Congre SSe They 't'lere 't'l}'or}\.ing lIDder the 

patriotic Association in direct opposition to the national move- . 
f)..-

ment ll • TIle Ivluslim opposition to the Congress lias rlue to so many 

reasons. Politically the l~rusllms 't'lcre still loud in their pro

fossion of loyal ty to the Bri ti sb. Govel'1nment whlcl1 their leaders 

• considered to bo noces~~ry after 

suppl'e ssion~ (~ f\t...... 1-0:"'7 . 

1. Sit~rpmyya. P - History of the Indian National 
Congress Vol. I - pRge - 15 • 

2. Banerjee S.N. - A Nation in l1eJclng. Pe~ge - 108 • 
• 

• 
• 
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The 1.{U!39alLlP-ns as a gro~-ling middle class wanted reprcgentatlon 

-1n the jobs end. 8e~lce s and their horizon of thin1tlnt; could not 
• 

• 
clB.B~ of 1ntorest wa.s 1ne"\'rlta'ble. The 1~uA9almans ;;Tadually drift-

ed away from t!le CongreS9 end fo'md ~lItheir natuI~ru. moorings in 

t!1.e congenial atmosphere of the l-!uslirn LeaGUe II.' It 18 

It is said that the British policy of "divide and rule" 

\tlas respongible for the alienation of the l~usl1cA f~om the Con-

g!'oss. It cannot be u8n1ed that tho policy ot' tIle Gove:r'nl:,~nt in

fluenced the outlook of the MUslim leaders of the time and en-

couraged th&1r scparal1st tenrlency. But it '\rould be unfair to 

place the ontirc responsibility on the British Goverrunent or 

on tho MU81in comcun1ty. It ~lght be gaid that the brulkrUptcy 

of the Congress leadorsllip was also responsible for 1t. The 

Hindu leaders of the Congress failod to give a secular lead. 

To them nat10nalise han bACODU Hindu nationalise. Hindu rc11-

g10ns ritos booanQ pe~rt of tho proced~r: and programme of the 

purely pollt1ce~ movements. TI10 attctlpt .. d revlvp...l of li1n(lu 01-

v1l1sat1on in In(lia fr1ghtonod tho 1!us11me a~aln9t tho~Hlndu 
(~,{'vt 

mnt1,ros. The absence OI~ sjr'lilpathy 't-l1th l{usllm pub110 
ancl 

~'\...ob~~~sQ:Vthp ident1fioation of the Congress 

opinion ~ 

,'rl th the 

Bongal annulmont movement convincod tl'lc l.{usselnans that tllo1r 

1nterost~ woOra not gccurf'd in the4l' hand. of the Ind1an National 

• Congress and hGnoe they becono muoh more united under the lead-

ereh1p of the All IncUa l1uAl1I:1 LeaGUe. 

• , 
• 

Tilti Ar-re. of s~paratQ ole ctoratos to the MusliDs had .. deep-

ly offended tho Hindus who, in 1906, res~cd tho1r agitation 

a~a1nAt the partition of Beneal T·~lth redoubled fervour. The • 
SWAdeeh1 movement wae EUso at 1ts ~eight Ul Bengal. ':'00 song 

o 

1 ... S1nt;hR RoY, 3.P.- ParllA.tlonta.ry OOvt. in Ind.1a..Pr.·~e - 406. 
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of Banclo ~ratram 'tlas adoptod as a. ~!a.tional song by the Congress" 

Lovett in hia IIH1story of the Inclie.n National 

l.fuvemen t II says : 
• 

tf'"UYears before a Bengali named Bankim Clw.nn.!'a had 'tvrltten 

a novel basetl on incursion s by some bande of S8.nYA.siEl, f~.na.t1cal 

Hindu band1tti, who in tho year 1772, after a sever famine, had 

descendod1~BengalJ theil" ranl:s swollen by a c~o't~ea. of starving 

peasants, e .. nd !lad obtained tel!lpOrarlY successes against somo 00-

vernment levies Ul1cter British officers. The novel containod a song 

'tvh1ch "vas Eu3.optecr a.s a MElrselllaigo by the flntipnl"tionists, anc1 

has einco become famous as uBande.:M~.tramll - I-Iail, 14otherle.nc1 •••• 

From the context of the novel 1 t seoms tl1at the sanyasis 8.ppeal 

wa.q rather to his mother' s-lanc.., thA land of 140ther Kali, than 

" to hi s Mother land. I 

Bantle lvIatarrun and other effusions of a more militant che4-

rs.cter wore eaGerly te..ken 'Up by the In9.ases of Hlnclu youths ~'lbp 
, 

thronGed the nUJ1l~rOUS, school ~ a.nd Collef;c 9 in Benga~ und.er needy 

d.iscontentod tC8,chp r8. Indoec. 1 t 't-J'as to enl ist the 30 facile re-

crui ts th~tt the Calcutta, leaders addre~Bed their me~in efforts •••• , 

The whole agi te.tion we.s H1ntlu, a .. nd was strongly resented b~r the 

1~u..."1.e)i1rJedan 8, W110 fOrI.l1 the majori ty in Eastern Bengal and }J,ad 

derived substantial Bnd obvious ad~antage8 from the new arrange-
J 

men t e tt'. TIle "N s,t i onp,l mo m .... ning If and. the II C ereL10 n1 e a II 't~11i ~11 .1'ITere 

• 

observed on the occasion of the anti-p~rti tion movoment includod 

the !1.akhl Bandhan, faAt1ng, bA.thlng in the Ganges and othe:c; Hino.u 

religious c~reL1onlals. Thus the l1ati(jnalism 't'll'lich 't-las put for1*"1"d 

by 1a8'(le1"'9 like 14r. Surend..ra Nath BB,ncrjee wa.s Hil'1du l~ationalism. 

The All India lvIuslirn Loagu~ was formed at a very cruo18~ mo-.. 
• 

ment in the history of l-1ui3s~J.tlans in IntU~.t .Jk immediately tool\: 

1. Lovett;:.:. V. -A Hi story of t11e IndiAn Nat10nal lvIovOIllent .page-62-63. 

EanerjeQ - Surcnd.re.nath. 
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up the ca.use s of the l-Iusl1ms. L':'he l·!uslim League in it 6 very 

first session at Dacca gave a serious warning to the Government 
• 

that 1n case the oagp t118 part1tion W'Re annuled the l~usl1ms all 

over IndiA. would viall}' it l~l1t11 great alarm! From all tb,6S0 it 

must be clear that the qucGtions of separate electorates and the 

partition of Bongal seriously affocted the Hindu-Muslim relat10ne 

in India. , The Congress started move~cnt for Joint electorate 

of too Hindus and the Muslims and. B~lled i tgelf l~i th the ant1pe.r

titian movement of Benge.l~ Tl1c 14uslim League on the othcI"'11a.nd 

tool~ these two important causes of the lvIusl1rns. rf11c Muslim Lea-

gUM had thus to take the challenge of the Oongress. The Mu~l1m 

League was gradua~ly coming into w1de2spread existence and the 

,"Tor}l~ started at Dacca was pusl1cd 'Wi tll great forco. '-In 1907 the 
; 

representatl"'les of }JlUslim LeaGue frO!ll allover India gatllered 

") 
a.t Karachi and accepted the constitution of the ol'ganisation. 

~The mp.ot1ng wa.s presictccl ovel" by Sir Adamjee Peel~bhoy. The ro

solutions PfI,sAo(l rnlatGc1.. to ftdequate lfuslim reprosentation in 

the nOti COll..tJ.clls, to Ivlusllm places in t11c Public service, and to 

MuSlim 1P loyalty to the Governnent. A branch of tho Muslim Lea-
• 

guo had boen started in London under the Honoul"able Syecl .AJnaer 

All end the League decided to llOlp it financially. The ~dOi}:X fo~ 

mat10n of such an organisation was essential in order to mru{e 

contact \dt~ the British 5R42H.~ publio and to counterblast the 

onoolded propagand.a of tl1c London branch of the Congress. 

J 

Tl'lO educatod class 'vas no\-J' lvcll pr-epared. to steer tHe lwIus-

1.1m fate. 'rho 1~un11m Lea.gue then submitted its own views on the 

Government despatch on the proposed reform scheme and trie4 to 
• 

lmpross upon the authority regarding the genulneno89 of their 

domands. 
• 

Tho principles of ~~e promoters of the Leaguo wora expounded 

in n lett~r addrossed by tho Agha ID1Rn to a meotlng of tho Deccan 

• 
1. Norrll:tn-M-i4u~11m India-Page - 95.2. Lovett- A H19tol~ of 

India l~atione1 MO"iTe

ment. P ago -- 75 
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branch. ~IIH9 vn'oto that amid rl1uc'!1 that was good in: India., thoy 

saw a ~'o,dng indiscipline and contompt for authority, a stri-
• , 

ving after change 't-11thout perceiving wh.thel~ chango \vould lead Mel 

the setting up of fal sa and. impracticable canat1 tut1on~ idoas. 

No man who loved the country as the Indian l1u31ims did could 

stand 1nly by and see India drifting irrevocably to disaster. 

pro~erity and contentment could only be reached by process of 

development and evolution working on natural lines. These pr~o-

cesses required tlw e~istenoe of ~ strong, just and stable go

~.rernmentJ a government sccuring j-:.lt3tlco and equal opno'rtun1 ty 

to all minorities as well as majorities. It was the duty of all 

patriot 9 to strengthen Bri t1 sh contl'ol und.er \'lhich had been ef

fectec_ the amazing pro~ess of e. centuryll. I 

In 1908 the scheme of I'eforrns ,,,,as published. Tll0 clespatcl1 

of tl1e secretary of state ,Lorcl Iv!orely. (liffered in vital part s 

fr·om what the Vi coroy had re cOI:1mondod. TI10 nwnbol1 of 1geat s a.llo4r-

ed to the Ilfuslims 't'lerc S1Llply based on their numerical streng1lh. 

14orflover the scheme merely fixed the nur::br.r of l'4uslim nembers "t"ho 

along ""11 th other s ,,.lel"e to be joj),ntly 01 ected lJ~r all, the Hindus 

and l'J!usl1ms. Though the election of IJ!u81ims "ras tl1u8 gual"anteod, 

yot since the number of Hindus in most oonstituencies 11ere f'eX' 

grea.ter than those of the 1~uflliln8, the candidato who ha.d more 

sYIDpatby of tl1.c Hindu9, rather tllail of the Muslims l1ao. every 

chance, ~Q~ to be returned. Thereforc,the scheme was not XB 

• 
e.c.cpta:!hle to the leaders of the lJlusl1m League and their strut;gle 

ty-

continued •. Khan BahaOllr Nawa'b Ali Choudhury criticising Lord 
. , 

· Morely's despatch declru.'cd: ~-Since t11cHinius in moat 
• 

1. Ibid - page - 75. · 
2. l,luru.im Lea.gue - I·I.A. Azlll~r, a.rticle Published 

1 n t110 ~ ~.1d stan gtanc.aj"'d 14. P • 54 • 
• 

• 

• 
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pl'ovinc e s 't'11ll naturally be in the faaJor1 ty the 1,ltllw.mL1ec1p..n '\.1110 

is mOl"'O in SYIDp?,th:r with the Hindus, !!lay obtein more votos than 
• 

another 1~u11Rlru!leda.n candids.te ,,,110 is pro fel"rod by the lIlIuhaI!ln1E)c}pn e. 

S~ely in that case t11e 1~ul1El.rnmea.an in tel'10 at \\T111 by no mean 9 be 
• served when the l"lght man 1s not elected. It sounds ver~?' 't°re11 to 

\ 

hear tllat the Hindus and the 1·11L.1.a.IJIl1edans should '1;V'ork together in 

hPrnony, but past events 2.ro a criterion to assurH as that a 
-

difference exist s betlieen t11e I!indus and the 14uhRI$lodans and that 
I 

tl1eir 1ntel"ests,aims and objects cannot be one. 11 

~ . 
':'he reform 8cl1eme ~Tas put fOl"1'tva,rd befopc the Council ses-

Aion of t:'1e All Indi~ 1~u911Ll League which 'tvas l1e1d at l-UJri t S~tr 

in 190£':': Mr. Ali Imara the Presidont of the session' availacl of 

this opportunit~r to criticise tIle scl1eme that did not fulfil the 

aSpil"B,tiona of the 1-1ussaJ.rnans. He rJade a 1v11010 supvoy of the si-

tuation in India. He recalled the Viceroy' 8 pronouncement at Sim

la and re~ro tfully conal uded \ii t~l "G11C lnoral that ~1I11ero is 111 U1!
XX 
tratQc1 the pcr1:l;. of not relying on the ady\ica en<1 CotUlcil of tIle 

fa ... 

!-I{an on tIle spot •. 1I.!fThe LonQon bpanc11 of the 1~ug11m League toolc up 

the case 'vi th the Bri t1s11 Government. A }'1uslim deputation 118ad

ed by Syed Ameer Ali met tho Secreta.ry of state in London and pre-

sonted an aduro3s in which the deue~d for the separate electorato 

WE'.s rE-)i tel'\ated and enplle.sioed. 

fJust after the 
I 

APl-'1 t sal'" session a rift was created in the 

ranlc and file of the All India Muslin League 'fIl,te • • Syed Ali ImaM 

the Presifiant of the Ar.J.!"Ii tsar [-lessian after meeting with Mr. Gok-

hale published a long statement 'tvhlch to .r~omQ extent diffeJ!ed lrJ1 tll. 

/.' ~L.:.... tX1;JW ' dA-. a4~.fA 1'1; 11.4, ~~. /~..&;... .r.~~'. 14·r;,sg., 

1. N'omnn.14-Musl1lJl India. page - 102. $. l~usl:Un League - i/I.A. A.zhar, 

N~~, H - ~~ h~ . 1'1: - /'2 'L 
SQn.~s -.. 'Nle ~Bl1·t;h !.J.t' Pa}:;1stQ~ 

• 

P?.klstan standard 1.4.8.54. 

• 
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the via't'l8 o:>epresscd by 11im in the Amri tsar se ss1on. Nalvab Viqa-

rul 1,!u11c took it as an objectj.on. TIle controversy was howevel" 

ended in cordiality. 

~T~10 third ~oW1c11 session of tI1e 'All India },IuAlirn 

held. at Dell11 ~'11'::;11 the ~r1nc~ of Ar~ot in tl1e ~lftir 
;.t. 

League 
(~ -~ 
~ His 

H1glmeS9 tIle X Agha. Khan~s t11€ permanont President of the League. l 

Hakcem Ajmal K11an, Chalpman of tIle Reception COlmn1 tteo in his 

address strongly depreciated the Hindu opposition to the lntro-
• 

duction of separate electorate and consia.ered 1 t to be vital fOI J 

the 14usliDs. The Prince of Arcot, tIle President of tIle session 

tried to answer the charGes brought by the Hindu leade~s aGainst 

tl16 separate electorate. ~In COUl--se of 11is speech an tl1c PrHsldent 
. 

of the Leaguo H.H. the AghB~ Khan declared that the functi0ns of 

the Muslims in the Council s would be three fold. "In the first 

place tl"1CY must co-operBlte, as representative Indian c1ti~cDB, 

'ui th other InciiB.ns in ac1va.rlcing the 't'Jell being of the cOUl1tl"Y 
• 

by wor~{inG' whole"""'heartodl:r fOl'" tIle 8p11ead of education, for the 
'-"'" 

establishment of f11€e and l..U1iversal Pl"1imary education, fc;:>r the 

promotion of Comoorco. anel industry, for tl1e mprov8L1ent of Agr1-

-culture by the ests.blishment of Co-Operative Crectlt and distri

bution Societies e.ncl fOl1 the clevelopment of all t11c ne.turAJ.. re

cources of tIle cotmtry. Here indeed is a \vide field of work for' 

Hindus and l~uhammedans acting together, in for,v-arding pl--actical 
) 

measure e that mUst tend to tllc pepnlanent welfare of tIle oountry. 

In thfl second place, our reprosentat1yes must be ready to co-ope-

rate ''lith the Hindus &-nd all otl1er soctions of Society in fi8CU

ring for tht!Jn all tho so adventage s that serve their peculiar con-
'), 

a.1tions and help their social welfare, for althouBh the two sister 

• 
:t. Ibid.. • 

2. Chirol, Valentine - Indian unrost. PaGe- 132-133. 
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conmnmltles I1ftVe <leveloped on different I1nf18 each 'suffars fron 

somo peculiar '\V'eaknes9 in e.d.d.ltion to t11c m1sfol"1;;unes, common , 
to genoral economic and educa..tlon8~ bac]twarrlness. And then our 

• 

raprosentativcs must watch and promote Social mA8sures e~clusive

ly for the benefit of t.helr 14usl1m Co-r'el igioni st s vIi th the ~o-

opcrB.tion , 'lve 110pe, of tho Hinclu mer.1bers, for ~Te too Imve needs 

, " tl1at arQ not kno~'m them and 'toJ'hich 't-le 8~one ~can fully unde~9tflndll. 

Honour8,b1e syed l-\.l11eOl" ... L\li, tho Pro~ld.f3nt of t118 London branc11 of 

the Muslim League sent a mecorable speech to bo ren(l in the Del111 

8. eeesion, 'uherein he proposed t110 divis10n of tIle \vorl~ of tlle 

Laa.~ue into four Bections vi z., (1) Poll t1 cru., (ii) EducB.tional, 

(iii) Econot'lic" anct; (iY) 1-
Soci~l, But this schnee could not be 

implemented as ~Ir. Ivlollammctd Aziz 14irza Honorary 3ecrets.ry of tI10 

All Indie4 lduslil'l League in his Annu~tl rOl)Ort road in the NaQPUl" 

session of thA League a.funi tted tlmt lIo't'J'inp; to tho dCR1 ... th 'of lei-

sured \10rkers 1~le hR.ve as yet been a'blE3 to acrJ.eve but l1ttle ll , 

T11e .lUl India 14usl1I!1 LeaGue tool~ up the sepa11 atc electorate 

issue as life encl. (teat!l quostion of the Indian 11uslims. BeforF. 

the l'-1:orely Minto reform Wae publisl1ed they '"Taited upon tIle Vice

~ 
roy Lord 1-1into and placed before l'lID the follo't'ling dOIi1ands :-

I (1) CotJIIlunaJ. rep:Dosentation in accordance ''lith their nume
rical 9trengtl1, Social position ana local influence, 
on district and 14lll1icipal bodie s. 

{ii)An assurance of Mtmawnodan rep~~sp.ntation on the govern
• ing bodice of Universities. 

(1i1) Communal. representation on ProylnciaJ. Counclls, -election 
baing by special electoral Colleges com,posed of 1~ul1aLlme
den lancUords, la;wyere, merclmnts and repressnta.tivee 
of other important in~o:,,"e8t9, Univepsity gl~adu8.tes. of 
a Of~I'tain stancl1ng f'.nd members of di strict a.nd l;Iunlclpal 
Bo~~rd9. 

1. Report of the Honorary tJ. S. of tIle League l~ead in the NagpUl.1, 
session in 1~10. publisl1ed 'oy tho A.I.14.L • 

• • 
2. Arnbedlcar, B.R. - Tllourd1ta on PRJ\:1st .... "" Bombay, '1"l-,r'),ckel' & Co 

oJ a.,A'" _ .~ • , 

Ltd.., Rrunpax't Ro'" - 1961-page-24?-24S'. 

. , 
• 

• . . . . . 
. 

, 
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(1 v) T11C n illnbe r of }.rlul1aratlc dan l-"'epre sen ta ti "I'lC a in the Imp e

rial Legl slativc CouncU should. not depenc. on t11cir', 
l11..Ul1crical strength a.nd l1~~ramedan sl~<l neVG1' be in 
an ineffective minority. T110Y 811OuJ~d olect~d as far 
as po ssib1e (as oppo sod to be ing nora1n~,ted), election 
being by special liI1.1haromodan C0110go s compo sed of land
o't'Y11ers, la1rlycl-"'S, merc}l.ands .. mOfilbers of ProvlncieJ. 
CouncilA, Follows of Univers1~1os etc • 

• 

. tTl1csn dOlLlands ,,,ere grantod 'B.nd' given offect to in t110 Act , 
of 1909. Under thi~ Act tIm 1~uh[tnmed~,n9 vlore given (1) tre rirsht 

to ele ct the i1"1 r C}1 1"18 scntati va s. (8) T118 1"1 ght to ole at t!1eir rc

presonta.Uves by separate electorates (3) the Itl~ht to vote in 

'the general electorate a as \vcll Ano (4) the right to 't'le1ghtp.~ge 

in representation. 

It 
The Provisions l1!el"e apJ!+1ed to t~l prov1;1ce s c;cccpt tl"'.£ 

P1.U1 j~.b e.n(l Central Pro~r:tnco s. It itvf'.S no t ap~lied to t~c punJp"b 

the l{uhaln!'1C dan ~ of t110 punj a'b and 1 t 't'J"e.s no t a.ppll eel to C. P. be
z... 

ca.use it 11ad no lesislative COUL"1c11 at tlle tllie • 

• 

of Hindu opposition; it 't~a'1 1nci(1(1nt8.1:~r the fil'st victory of tho 

future conBt!~ut1onf\J.. chRnge~. But it ,"rill not 'be uninterp-sting 

P~k1stan 
, 

was one of tl1e strohgost op}Jonent of t11is cLcIland a.t 
) • 

that tine. • 

TllO intDol~uction of separe .. te electorate in the l\x>rely - l,Iinto 
• 

ReforIng moan~ an iml)OrtRnt po11tice~ conce asion to t11e Indian 

lJIus1ims. Bo~ll in tIle Ivluslim Loague and in tlle Congress howevel" J 

• 

1. Ibid. • 
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there '1~r(~ stilI Fjomo who l101')od that bettor sen~e llOuld prcv~,l1 
,j. 

upon tl10 Hindus ?~nd tho 1~tl9111.18 p,n<.l leflc1 the t\vO corrununlt1es to , 
f 

,Jo-OperWp-.te 'ult11 ee,c11 ot11~r in t110ir political AtrUf~glo. Sp,oradic 

attomp~ e wt.1ro being L1ade to, fill up tl10 brfJach JJotwoen the Con

gl'lC sa and tIle Ivluslim League. It lilts SUfj"e;C B~red that a Conforence 

of the H1ndu-l~usliln leadeps be 1101d fOl-- the purpose of exchanging 

V1C'tv9 and holdinG friendl~r discussions on all question8 affectinr; 

~ tho gonl11"'cl 1'lcll-bei11f-; of tIle ootU1try. An influ&lnt1a.l delE~gation 

on behalf of tJ1.0 All India l~usllm Lf~a.Gue hnarled b:." H.lt. tIle Agha 

KJlan at,tended. tho Coneress-Leac:ue joint Conferenco wh1 ch \va 9 held , 
e.t .LUlahabad in 1910. TI10 Conferpnce was attendnd by Frominent 

• 
leadorR 111~e Sir Surenclra Nath BenerJoe l l·lp. Gokl"~1 Sir S1..U1df4.r-

lsl, pandi t l~auan Mo11an !\I!?lavla, Sri Te j, Baha .. dur Sapru, pandi t 

MlltilHl NelU'u, L01'd Sin:W., Mahe.rajaltDarbhanBa, H.R. the ~ha 

Khan, Na't'lab Vlqar ul lwiulk, Six' ~ Ibl'al11m Re..hmatullah, l1r. M.",t\. 

J.lnna~J l!p. Hasan h1alll, :Moulana' l'/Iollrunm.9.c1 Ali ancL Hak(~em Ajmal 

discugged and finally referred to the 

various select caromi ttee s 'tve:"'c (1) the the c sta1Jl1 gllment of 

panc11ayet (11) 901 ut ion of Hindi-Urdu cont ro "J'81" sy (iii) the low·

ering of the rate of 1nteregt (iv) Na,t1one.l ec..lucation (v) The 

Al'ya Samaj movcm~nt (vi) t:he pla.ying of Llusic before the mosque 

and th{~ cow sacrifice (vii) the efforts to be made to stop 11ti-
• 

gatlong ,(viii) the can collatlon of the ~rinclple of fOl'ced allC-
" ~ 

't'1on of mortgaged propul"ties alld suell other llw.ttel"'s. But the Alle.-
) 

haOOd Conference of Wl1ich mucl1 waR eJqJectect did not px-oduGe the 

de sired re 8ul t. The Conference endecl in a fail Ul"'e due to the laclc 

of sincere fee11ngs of co-operation of both the part1es. 
" , .. 

In the meantL'"!l8 t11e 1~1 India 1~usljm Leatsu.o' wa's being orga
') ,.., 

n1sod allover t11c Country. ·In East Bengal and Assam the "PI'O-

• • 

1. MODan - Muslim India ~ page - 113. 2. Ibid. 

3. Report of the HonoJ:'ftry Goneral secretary of tile League 
read 1n tho Nag'Pul~ so asion in 1910. Published by the 
A. I .1,I.L. 

-
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vincip,l l~oh~.mrneda.n Association w111ch 't\raA pl"cv1oUAly or~aniged 

as a rivru. institution to tl1e League ,,,as R.mC1~gRllla tod '4'1 tll tllo 
• 

provincial Lear.:,ue due to tho s1~cel"e offol'ta of Syod Nliab A11 

Choud11ury of East BengEU arul lifl"'. Mohammad Aziz Mirza, tllo 11ono-
• 

rary Secretary of the A .• I.l-1.L. As A, rosult tIle League becaIne the 
• 

only po't-lerful Mu~lim ol"ganisat1on in tho new Province of East 
• 

Bengal and Assam. 

~Tho ~ fOU1'tll. Council sossion of· tllc All Inc1..1a 11us11m Lea-

gus opened on the 28tl1 of Docember 1910, at Nagpur, contrnl Pro-

j. vlnool l'Jlr.Sayed }!abiu1lah pro s1d .. od over the so 981on. H.H. tho .. 

Ag11a IOlaI!, pf?rmanent pl'e s1dent of the A:BH.., was A,lso presont on 

the dlas. Mr. ~iohalmnad Az1z 1tl.rza tho 11onorary Soceotaty of tho 

Lea.gue in his Annua.l Report gave a detailed acco~t of tIlo aot1-

vlties of the Loa.gue during tIle yero1 undor rovieW. He aJ.so re-

col1ectod tl'lo servico of the l{uslim League and 1 ts leaders to-
• 

~lards the aohieventent of the l~u~l1In inte~~e9ts in India. eTh~ .' 
session aupreclated the attitudo of the Govel"'nment towar{le tllC 

Musl:lJn sand expro s sod it 9 loyal ty to th€l B11i t1 sh Cl'lo'trun. Among 

Various othel'" rosolutions the Council urged Upon tIle Government 

to extond the principle of conmunal ropregentation to all local 

bodies and l--1un1cipallt109 a.nd. domanded adoquate rep11osentation 

of tm 14uslims in services.').... 

• 

• 
\ 

• 
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A Ohange in outlook 

1911-1916 
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Eyents of 1911 and years following were disturbing to the 

Muslims. The corner"stone of the League policy so far followed 
......" 

was rudely shaken. New event s released ne.w force and the Lea.gue 

was bound to react. The All-India Muslim League was. 1 t may be 

recalled, an organisat1on conce1ved, formed an controlled by the 

upper class people of the Society. Most of the leaders of the Lea

guo were 'ever loynlsl and were inolined to preach loyalty to Go-

vernment amongst its members. The withdrawal of British support 

to the"Muslim ca'lse"CJt- dlaappolnted and disillusioned the arch1-

tects of the League. 

In Deoember 1911 their Majesties the king and queen of Eng

land eRma to India for their ooronat1on. On December 12, 1911, 

the Coronation Darbar was held at Delhi and the settled fact of 

the pnrtition of Bengal was unsettled by the proolamation made by 

~Hle Majesty. Thie gave a rude shock to the Muslims. Even the most 

conservative MOhammedans were disappointed and irritated by tho 
0. .- hut~ '--.-.:wi_ s ... - ~ 

of the partitlon of Bengal when the predomlnently Mohalmna-

dan Provinoe of Eastern Bengal w~s merged once more into a large-

ly Hindu predominttnt \icat Bengal. Tho proclama.tion at Delhi comigg 

after years of prolonged and violent agitation by Bengal Hindus 

conv1noed tho people as nothing el Be could, that political. ag1 ta.

tions paid good dl viden4s. ...t\ll over Indian Muslims were perturbed. 

Nawab Vlqar ul Mulk was the first to give e:xpress1on to the Muslim 
• 

pointe of View. On return from the Darbar Nawab V1qar ul Mulk wrote 

an article on ("The Fate of Musl1mB in India" which appeared 1n 
• 

the Al1garh ipstituto Gazette of the 20th Dccemoor 1911. and in 

whloh after po11tely but til'lIi) y or! tic1sing the deci eion of the 

Court he sald % "It is now manlfept 11ke" the mid .. day sun that af .. 

ter seeing what baA happendd lately, it 1s futlle 

• 

1. AlbeWl1. A. He Makers at: Pakistan PP. 11~11. 
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to ask the Musl1ms to plaoe their reliance on Covt. Now the days 

for .ueh relianoes are over. ~t we should rely on, aftar the 

graoe of A]' ~ 16 the strength of .ur right arm, tor which we 

baTe be tore us, the eXAtlill1e of O'ln" worthy 00 Wltrymen n • 
• 

-He wrote other artioles on the subject and gave e~ress1on 
to the same reeling in a private letter : 

•••••••• ~h1s policy of the Govt. 18 like artillery passing 

over the doad bodies of the Muslims without realising whether any 

li'te remained in the bodies and whether they would be hJlrt". J 

This attitude of theNlwab W8B criticised by some of the Hin

du and Anglo Indian papers. Moulana Mde All Il~ported the stand

point of tli~ ul. Hulk and wrote a series of' artioles in the • Oom

rade' dealing with -the Anno1.nlcement ft. 

The Hlndu press and the Hindu leaders rejoiced over the An
vJt~!h~ ~ 

nounooment ~ dI Bengal and considered it a vlo~ 

tory over the Muslims. While praising the British Govt. some of 

the H1ndu leaders including -the President of the Indian Nation-

al Congress Pandi t Blshan Na.rain Di1&r did not spa.r€.-the Muslm 

League and vehemently denounce* the separate electorat~Mr. Ambl~~ 
{.A/~~\.J'v ~-

tf1'e Charan Mazumder expressing his opin1on .. ~he of 
• 

partition, said : 

13Every heart i8 beating in unison, with reverence anda devo~ 

tion '6 the British tbrone l overflowing w1th revived oonfldenoe, 

i~ati tude towards Brit1sh statesmanship, SOlle of us never fal

tered, no, not even 1n the darkest days ~2ir trials and tr1bula';' ,.. 
t 

tiona in our oonviotion and 1n 0111" faith in the ultimate tr111IIlph , 

2. Noman• M. ; Muall.m India pp. 120 
• 

3. Ibid. Page ~ 123. · 

• 
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and vendication of British Justioe". 'the Muslims on the other 

hand oondemned this measure of the Govt. It was a betrayal 't 
the Muslim cause and their shock was tremendous. As Lord Minto 

told the House of Lords. 

I'IiWe told the Musalmans that the p~ti tions was a settled 

tact and we over and over aga1n asserted that it must oontinue 

to be so. We aSBur~ the Musea1mans population of Eastern Bengal 

of our appreciat10n of their loyalty and our deteI1n1nat1on to 

safeguard their interests I should think there could have been 

scarcely a CivU servant in India who has not declared that 1 t 

would be impossible for the British Government to revise the 

deci eion itt had come to as regards the maintenance of the Part1-
(/ , 

tion of Bengsl. • 

• Nawab Sir Salimullah presiding over the Council sess10n of 

All India Muslim League held at CaJ.cutta in 1912 drew a prophatic 

conClusion ~rom the episode. 

u~ t 

-The part1tion gave us a great opportunity to best~ourselves, 

and it awakened in our hearts the throb'1ngs of a new National 11 .. 

I fe which went pulsating through the various seotions of our com-
[ 

munity in Eastern Sengu •••• we felt sure that the people of 

East Bengal particularly the MuSlim, would be immensely benefitted 
• 

by a syn~athot1c administration easily accessible, and always reedy 
~~~ . 

to devote its time and attention to their welfare •••• 
• 

our 111"wishers at once perce1ved that the parit10n would necessa-
e 

rily bring to the fore, the long neglected olaims of the Muslims 

of East Benga1;· and al though we never got more than what was 

Justly our due, what little we gained was so much loss to them ••• 

1. Rajput. A. B. .. Musl 1m League. 4pP. 23 •. 
• 

~.~~; !he Haklftg -Of-Paldstan PP. ifl .. 4!. 
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The annulment of the partition ••••• has appeared to put a 

premium on sedition and d1e1oyalty and created an impression in 

the minds o'f the irresponsible masses that even the government 
• 

can be brought down on its knees by a rE\okless and persistence 

defiance of constitutional authority. Moreover it haa discredit·· 
I 

ed Bri tieh rule to an extent wh1ch i9 deeply to be regretted". 

The annulment of the partition vas not the only oalam'ty 

whioh was responsible tor the change ·ls the outlook of tre All 

Ind1a Muslim League, ,.ay of the Muslim India towards the British 

Government. 

The British occupation of Eg;gl)t, the Anglo Frana~ agreement 

with regard to Morooco, the Anglo-Russian agreement with regard 
, '~ 

to persia and Italian invasion of Tripol. va. considered to be 

the gradual development of a scheme in wh1ch all the Christ1an 

powers were tnvolved for the extinotion of the temporal power 

of' Islam. 

The Balkan wars ot 1912 .;. 13 eltposed the great European cons

piracy against Turkey. The Indian Muslims of cAll Classes and Scho

ols of thought naturally s)mpathised with their do~e11g10nlsts. 

t The dismemberment of Turkey evoked wide spread disoontentment 

amongst Indian Kussa'me..'lS and the indifferenoe ot the Br1 t1sh go .. 

vernant to the interest of Turkey was interpreted by the young 

.National.1st Muslims as a clever motte to get rid of the sickman 
~ the 

of Europen.J,...~.~ r0U84CJ ''IK/lndignation of the Muslim of India 

1 
• , 

, 

• 

• 

and the yOWlg Muslims students OOllll[lm1 ttee allover the country • 
) UhAA 

inoluding that of Aligarh wae rudely disturbed. They openly smw 

ed their sympathy with Turkey and oolleoted funds to help he~.IThe 
, 

• 
students of the Allgarh ~1vers1ty sacrificed all their luxuries 
1," S'':JM~~) ~.d.:~ - 7~ 1't~';4 ~ p~~. /1'.1)-42-. . 
1.. Noman. M.- Muslim India. "Page - 125. 
2. Ibid. Page ~ 129, 

, 
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and took to simple diet with a view to saving money and help their 

~kish breathren. The Muslim, theolog101ans who had already bel1 
• san to take interest in the politioal movement s of the countr1 

oame torwurcidto help the propa.gation of Pan .. Islamlsm and gave a 

great impetus to the movement in favom:- of Turkey. The Indian 

Muss.Jmans dispatohed a Medical mission to Turkey under the lead-

ereh1p of Dr. MeA.. AnDG,l. 1. The sense of world brotherhood of Is-

lam was at its he1ght amongst the Indian Mussalmane. They began 

to read new" Ant1-British poems and essays and expressed sor

row over the defeat of Musl1m pOl-Jers. The s1tu ation has been apt-

ly sll llDllarised by 8mi th 1n the following 1ft)rdSI 

1 "Muslim libersry figures poured forth their discontent 8l1d 

their works were Wal'Dl1 y appreoiated. Akbar's caustio epigrams 

and Satires, Sh1ble' e wistful and pungent "Trouble in the Ba1-

kans, Iqbus nostalgio "ode to once .. p.rab Siouyn and his puz .. 

zled oomplaint to God - these and muoh else in the SBme vein 

roused the m1ddle olass Muslim disoontent and satisfying gave 
• 

it e:x:pression. "The wirt1ngs of Maulana Abul Ks'am Azad, Moulana 

Muharrguad Ali and Zafar Ali Khan in al-Helal, Comrade and Hsmdsrd 

and in the Zamlnder awakened the Musl.1m masses trom their long 

slumber and tremendously int1uenoed them. 

The Muslim League as ohaJ'lp1on of the Muslim oause wh10h was · 

90 long 11m1tyed to a smaller seotion or people now developed as 

a result ot the propaganda of the different Muslim papers -tU'ld 

the younger ~neration ot tho 1ntel11gentla to a much more w1dely 

based organization in which the older and reaotionary section 

beoame a m1no~1ty. The absenoe ot the Aga Khan and differenoes 

with Amaer Ali were no longer looked upon as a severe loss to the 

organization. Prinoiple rather than personality beoame more dom!-

nant. • 

1. Smi the W.e - Modern I in India. Page - 226. 

• 

• 
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While the events in the various Muslim countries were enga

ging tIle attention of the Kussa.lJnane of India, further dlel11~ 

slonment was caused to them bY' the .we~known Cawnpore mosque in

oident ot 1913. Government wanted to dismantle paart of a Cawnpore 
• 
~ 

Mosq,ue, Religious sentiments ot the Muslims .. 1ntensely roused 

and ther mobllised their strength to detend the mosque. Govern-

ment resorted to terrible violenoe and a nwnber of innocent Mus--

l:1ma lives were lost. Consequently tl19 indignat10n of Mussa1mans 

of India against the British Government reaohed its high water 

mark. The matter however was settled by the personal 1nterven" 

tion of Lo~ Harding, the Vioeroy. But the Muslime oould not for~ 

~t the inoident and the memoria s of the CaWllpore Shahlds were 

~ oelebrated by them. There were other reasons whioh were dri

v1ng the Ind1.an Musealmane from their loyalty to the Bri tl sh Go

vernment. -'In August, 1912, the majorl ty of the Muslim leaders 

could not come to terms with Government regarding tbB con41t1on 

under which a Muslim Un! vers1 ty was to be started at Aligarh. The 

educat1ona1 pollcy of the Government Was suspeoted by the leaders 

and they resented it.' 

The All-India Muslim League could not esoape the influence 

of circumstance s. It fully reali sed the fut1li ty of depending 

ent1rely on the promises, assurances and patronage of the Bri

t1sh Government and appointed a Oomrnl ttee to consider the future 

line of action in the l1ght of the past events •. The esecretary 
t 

of the League asked different persons to express tie ir opinion 

on the questions and as a resul t ot this exchange of views and 
, 

deli1lerationll the Councll ot the All India Musl1m League reoom

mended change in ita creed Wl1ioh was to be the demand of "Self 

Government for India" under the ~ or the British crown;~Tha 
• 

Muslim League made a stropg r~resentatlon to the Government of 

1. Homan. Me - Musllm Ind1a. Page - 129. 2. Ibid. Page 126...-')..7 

• 

• 

• 
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India request1ng the foreign ottioe to impress upon Italy in 

tavourot ~key. Moreover tl18Y asked the Indian Muslims to 
, 

boyoott Ital1an manufaotures as "Measures of Retat1ation". 

The Annual Session,f the All India Muslim League was held 
• 

at Luolmolf l.Ulder the Chairmansh1p of Mian Muhammad Sha.f1. The 

session ad~ted the reoommendation of the Counoil regarding the 

change in the creed of the League. Thus the All-India Muslim Lea-
~ ,~,~ 

gu~ fr000eded one step forward than the Ind1an National Congress 

whose obJeot Was the atta1nment of Colon1al fOl~ of Government. 

Kian Muha IID1led Shaf1, the Pre sldent of the se s sian in clarify1ng 

the pos1t1on said: -"The adopt1on of the alternative proposal 

put forward by some of OlD." friends that the League shou1(l set up 

oolonial form of Go',ernment 1n Ind1a as 1 ts ultimate goal 1s 1n 

any opinion inadmissable as well as po11tioally unsound. The Poli

tioal cond1t1ons internal and external prevailing in the British 

oolonies have no analogy whatsoever with that obtaining 1n India 

and I am in entlro aocord wi th my fr1end, the Hon. Mr. Jinnah in 

thinking that the adoption of any course other than tIle one propo-

I 
sed by the C01.moil would be absolutely unwise". 

The League also began to show inol1nat1on for greater Co

Oporation T#1th other oommunities in India. And amongst others 

aocepted the following resolution in the Luakno~" session in 1913. 

~nThat the All India Musl1m League places on record its :rl1'm 

belief that the future development and progress of the peoPle of 

India depend on the harmonious working and Co-Operation of the 

var10us oommunit1es and hopes that the leaders of both s1dea~w111 
, 

periodioally meat together to find a modus operandi for Joint 

and oonoerted aotion in quest10ns of pub110 good. lI • 
1-

• 
• 

1. Ibid. Page - 128. 

2. Ibid. 

, 

• 

• 
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Mr. gyed Waz1r Hasan, the secretary of the League said that 

"The ideal of salt government lfh1ch the All';'Ind1a Muslim League 

has plaoed on its programme 1s an 1.Jnportant step towards the 

formation of the great nationality tor the building of which a,1 
• 

Indians are aspiring". These decisions ot the All-India Muslim 

League and the radioal ohange 1n its crced were warmlY' weloomed 

1n the nat10nalist oirole and the subs~quent attempt ot Oongress 

-League unitY' was orowned with success. 

But the old and more oonservati va leaders of the All India 

MuBl1m League could not sl4'Port this 6hange in the objeotr"Qt the 

League. f. HeH• the Agha Khan, permanent President ·of the Leaaue 

served his oonneot1on with the League at this stage~ .tAnother 

oontroversy took place in London betlreen Mr. Am~er All, the ~ 

Pre siden t of the London branch or League and ~. Muhammed Ali 

and Byed Waz1r Hasan who were there on deputation on behalf of 

the All Ind1a Muslim League am of the Indian Musllmef-Mr. Ameer 

Ali demanded that the London Branoh or the League should fWlCt

t10n as an 1ndependent body whioh was unaoceptable to the lead-

ere of the present body. The oontroversy Was however amicably 

settled through the media.tion of H.H. tIle Agha Khan. 

Moulana. Muhammed Ali and Syed wazlr Ha.san who had been to 

London towards the end of 1913 to plaoe the Muslim grievances 

regarding the Cawnpore mosque and the Bulkan ware came baok d1e--

appoint The secretary of state tor India oould not f1nd his 

way to receive the deputation. This attitude of the British 

Government tully' oonvinoed the In{Uan MUslims that they cannot 

eJCPeot Justice from them Wl1e ss they are strong enough to en-

toroe this domand. 

• 

1. S1ngha ROY., B.P. - Parliamentary Government in India. 
Page-409. 

2. Homan. M. - Musllm Dldia. Page - 131 ... 132. 

, 

• 

• 

• 
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.. If--
f · Moulana Mohammad All and syed Wazir Hasan were able to rawxx 

, on 
pure_Mr. MohauuAad All Jinnah, who was then/a Congress d.eputat1on 

1 in London, to join the All India MuSlim League but on oondition 

that he would bot he a party to. any League polioy that would go 

against the Congress pr1n01ples~ !The Indian Nat1ona~ Congress 

at its Karaohi session held on Deoember 27, 1913, weloomed the 

adoption bY' the Muslim Loague the ideal of self Government J:rtr 
"-India. The stage was thus set up for the formation ot League-

Congress amity. The ant1';'Xusl1m polloy of the Br1tish, me anwh1le, 

was oons~ent11 pushing the Muslim Lea~J19 in to the fold of tIle 

Congress. 

This was the background of even't4 when the first world war 

broke out in 1914. British polit1cal misconduot foroed the Turks 

to join the a:d s powers. the British about the saJl1e~1me deolared 

their proteotorateJ ovor Egypt. Consequently the 1nd1gnation of 

the Indian Mussa'mans against the BritiSh rulers rose to a very 

high _ pi teh. The Governmen t on her part, pas sed the ner enoe of 

Indla_,Aot, suppressed the lnflamatory Muslim periodioals like 

U al~Helal, Comrade and the Zaminder and put the top ranking 

Muslim leaders lneluding Moulana Mohammad Al1 into eaU • 

The Defenoe of India Aot sUppressed the agitation of the 

Indian Muslims against the Government for the time being. But 

the anti~it1sh feeling itself oontinued. One great aohievement 
• 

of the All India Musl1IJ League dur1ng the y-ears 191~1915 Was 

the growing senso of un1 ty- with the H1ndu leaders ot the Congre ss 

• 

as against the tyranny of the British Government. But there nad ~ 

been a sharp d1fferen oe of opinion in the rank and file of the 

League s1noe the adoption of Iself~Governmentl as its obJeot.~ , 
• 

• 
1. Noman. M. - Muslim India. Page - 132 
2. 881714. H.H. - Mohammad Ali J1nnah ~ A Polit1oal Stl1dy. 

Page - 92-93 • 

• 
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• The oonservat1ve and reaot1onary elements 1n the League 

did not like the holding of the session ot the League on acoount , , 
of the war. ~thermore tho spirit of tmlty between the League 

and the Oongre 8S which was gaining ground day by da:r was not 

l1ked by them. But the young nat1onallst'and the more 1nfluent1al 

groUp waa 1n tavour of holding the session in order to ventilate 

the grlevances of tho Muslims mtder the ohQnged oirCuMstances. 

The session of the All Ind1a Muel1in League was opened at 

Bombay in 1915 wi th 14r. Kazharul Huq 1n the Cha1 r. The Indian 

Nat10nal Congress was 819:) having its session in the SBme oity. 

The Co-Operat1on of the Congress and League and the friendly 

atti tude of the Hindus and the Muslims towards each other was 

a marked feature of this sess1on. ~rom1nent Congress leaders 
• 

l1ke Mr. B.F. Sinha (President), Han. Mr. Dlnsbaw E. Waoha, 

cjOba1~m8n of the Reoeption Committee) Mr. Surendra Hath Ba.nerJee, 

Mrs. Annie Besant, Mrs. aaroJ1nl Na1du, Pandlt Madan Mohan Mala-

via, Mr. M. K. Gan <U1l, Mr. Borniman and R. N. Muds' kar attended 

the Leagu8 sess1on. The MuSlim League strongly or1tioised the 

Defence of India Aot, and the Press Aot of the Government of 

IntUa. The imprlsonment and internment of Muslim leaders like 

Moulana KonalDmad A.l1,SauJrat All, zafar All Khan and others were 

very muoh resented by the League. The Pres1dent Mr. Mazharul Huq 

I1gnlt1oantly spoke of thA new ~~ I • 
• ·These are times when new foroes are ooming into play and 

• 
new 1deals are oonvulsing Muslim sooiety wh10h have to be oar&

fUlly nursed and fostered and must not be fr1ttered away in 

senseless dissentlons. True organ1sation 1s the seoret of the-

strongth of a sooiety, and we must be eo organised that our 
~r 

voioe 11111 oomIDAJ1d Aoompel respeot and the oOWltry and the Go-
• 

vern'lJdnt reoognise in 1 t the well oons1dered and uruul1mous opl-

1. Ib1d .. page - 115. 2. Homan - Muslim India page - 137. 

3. Homan .. Muslim India - page 140. 

, 

• 

• 

o 

o 
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nion ot the entire ."a community wh10h it would not be easy to 
, 

ignore. We oannot go on diss1pating our strength in trw.tless 

and harmtul attempts at compromise that only haJIIper a us 1n our 

onward pro gre SSe Our league has done mo st useful. work. It 1 s a 

Progress1ve body and 1s ready to adapt itself to the 1nterest 

and tha time". Mr. MazhaI-Ul Huq Brltleh ... ae~9PBn&1\t openlY' aocused 
~...;~ ~O~~- ~ 

thel1 for having negleoted Indian affairs and deolared. "But in 

the cass of India the GoverJuaent of the oountry has been conduct-

ed on 131{es which were not conduoive to any good results. 

ohUdren or the soil have no real share in the Government of the1r 

own oountry. Po11oy 1s laid down and oarried on by non--Indians 

whioh oftener than not. goes against the wishes of tb3 people and 
1,j)',", 

ignore their sentiments. Unless and untU has got a national go. 

V6I'nment and is governed for the greatest good ot the Indian pe~ 

ple I do not see how she oan bo contended. India does no t demand 

but she c!oes require the l1ght ot the IJYJ1 an 38Wl fOl" her own 
I 

chUdron". 

Though the Muslim League adopted I eelt government' as her ob

Jeo1tvl.s1noe 1913, 1t was only in the Bombay sess10n of the League 

that they openly ohallenged the Brit1sh Government. This pos1tive 

ohange in the outlook was eo rapid that Moul.ana Jator~mmad Al1 blr 

·So rap1d had been the progress of the Kussaln;ane that a 
• 

m1ldewed or1t10 trom among thoir o~~ oommunity observed that 

Lord Sinha, the Bengaleo President of the 9)mbay session 
• 

ot the Ind' an ~Nat1ona.l Congress, had travelled thither by the same 

train as hie B1har ne1ghbour and brother-lawyer who pres1ded over 

the Mual.1m League, and the tllO had bo!"lvwed one another's Pres1';' 
• 

dent181 Addresses in order to compare notes. By some unfort\.D'late 

1. Ib1d. Page - 141-142. 2. Ibid. Page ~ 146. 

- --

, 

• 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



• 

42 
-.-

mistake Lord Sinha read out the hel t1ng and hesitating address 

of the ever loyal Muslim while ~he ever loyal Muslim read out 

the p1quant and pungent &ddre SS ot t:he 

ever diSloyal Bengalee. (laughter). But, sald the crlt1c wlth 
J 

more wit than wisdom, the two presidents forgot to take back 

the1r own produotlons and by an irony of a.te )bulana Mazharul 

Huq had read to his Muslim &,V!1 enoe as his Olm the pWlgent ora,.

tion characteristio of the Bengalee. and Lord Sinha had done like 

wise and read to the Congress delegates the oautious and hs't1ng 

address of the lever loyal' Muslim •• 

But the Bombay session of the All India Muslim League could 
. .. 

not become an tm1que success due to the ill.intention of the ree. 

actlonery and discontented elements who opposed the holding of 
• 

the session from the very beg1nning • "TheY were out to create II 

chaos and were actlve1y suppo~ted by the goveI"llment officials 
I end the police. An ordinary 1nterpeDatlon between the pres1~ent 

and Moulana Hasrat Mohanl over a trifl1ng matter was tre .. Scene 

of an uproar. The pres1dent found it d1rfloul t to oont1nue the 

proceedings and adjourned the sess1on. The rest of the prooeed ... 

1ngs were conduoted 1n TaJ Mahal. mtel. 

The leaders of the All Indla Muslim League were convinoed 

that no torm of self goveI'llment 1s poss1ble 1n India tmless the 

two great QOnmn.m1t1es, the H1ndus and the Muslims are closely 

united. Mr. • KahaIl1I!lB,d Ali Jinnah who had become the I: 

'ambassador of Hindu Muslim unity since 1913 1n a long speech 

appealed for hal1l1onlous relat10ne between the Hindus and the ·Mus~ 

11m s in oour s~ ot whioh he sa~ d I 1-

~8 India to be ruled JOintly by England, Scotland, Ireland 

and the dominions '1 A;Je we to be hIlnded over to this Imperial 
• 

Par11ament and to be thus ruled and to be governed by the 

oolon1e s , Are we not to have a status or loous standi 1n th1s 

Imperial Parlisrrant , I teel sure that I am express1ng the op1nu)n 

1. Ibid. Page .. 147. 2. Ibid. Page .. 158. 

, 

• 
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of the entire eduoated people 0 t th1s country, that India will 

• 

never .. f. • •• allO't1 herself to be relegated to suoh an intolerable 

II 
position. 

I~ 

) 

J1nnah moved a resolution that a Comml ttee be ,... 

a.ppointed to pl--epare a soheme of' reforms for the consideration 

of the British Government and that it should be au~horised to oon~ , . 
ter and oonsult wtth other polit1oal organisations. The a rasol~ 

t10n Was accepted. The Congress whioh was hold1ng lts session 

in the same oity reciprooated the League gesture by authorising 

the AJ] India. Congress Comm1ttee to oonfer with t~ League Exeo~ 

tive and frame a Joint soheme for self .. govermlent. 

The path that lead to the Unity of ihe iow two major political 

organlsations of the country was now olear of all obstacles. tIn 

1916 a Joint ~eeting of the representative of two part1es was 

held at Caloutta under the pl~es1dentsh1p of Sir Surendra Nath 
C).-

Ban~rJee. A draft propo sal for the League .. Congress Pact Was / 

pI epared and referred to the annUAl se salon s of the two great 

organisations whioh were to meet at the same time at Luoknow 1n 

Deoember 1916. 

The Laoknow session e of the All- India Muslim Loa.gue and the 

Indian Nat10nal Congress endorsed the Congres&.-League agreement 
1J known to h1story as the Luoknow Pact, whioh was su1:Jnitted 

~ . 
later to the British Government for oonsideration. 

The Lucknow Pa dt was tho oulm1nation of the new sp1ri t of the 

.M. (. Al J -Ind1s. Muslim, League. Tle League ceased to be an organ1-
, 

satlon of lever loyala' and the 10yal9 after attemptlng to break 

the League broke themselves away • 

• 
1. Ibid. - page - 140. 2. Ibld. Page - 150. 

2. See AppeBAix .. II. 
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• 

The Luckr»w Pact opened a new era ot balsmony and brotherly 

relations between the Hindus and the Mu41ms and thuB greatly 

influenced the histOI7 ot freedom movement 1n India. By this 

Pa ~ the Indian National Congress recogni sed the Muses' mans 

as a separate pol1t1!al entity. This was inoidentally a victory 

tor the Musl1m League. 

• 

• • , 

• 

• 

• 
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C~':ER r.,r 
~~ --

A~TENTION DIVERTED 

( 1917 - 19 22 ) 

" 

• 

, 
0# 

• 

. T119 Leai-~ue - Con:~re S8 ecllerne· of 'l9t6 gave 1"1 Be to a. new 
• 

tlover.l~nt in Ind1a. 'The HOr.1e Rule LeaGue ,-{hi ell tole. s founded b:\T 
• • • 

• 

l~ra. Annie Be 99.nt in 1917 began to tlobi11ae puh11c opinion tJ..,.u.,~ 
• 

-
Et~1 tAte for t1:n 1l:!lplArlentatlona of the a~;reed Bcheme. of tne 

• 
two lead1ng politice~ organisations of tl1.e coW1~ry. ~he mO~,.J'·e-

• • ~Gt. 4 

ment spread like vTl1d fir'e. The cry of Hone H.ule ra~i sed from 
1\ 

• 

ea.ch and·' every corner of the country. Bnt soon l·Irs. BCSM~ WA,8 • 

internode 

The 1nternmont ~f l~rs. Bosa.nt 'Was oondemned by tho leading 
• 

pnlit1cal or~an1~at1ons. '3he \-IR.S immediately succeeded to the , 
Prcaldentahip of the HOCle Rule Lo.abue by l~Ip. Jlnnah. J,\ jo1nt 

~~f:l of the All India 1.J:u91im Loa~ue and Indian Hati~nc.J. C('))1"

greB8 ,,,h1c:t l;}Ct in Bombay-on the 27th and 28tll of July 1017 

8BJ)l'oeacd grave ·conoorn O"Ar tl10 situation in tl~- eOW1try and 

• 

Atrone1:r pro~estcd a(;a1n~t tIle intel'nroent of l-Il"1S. BCsRnt and 

two of hor co-worker~ The Joint session also too~ a decision 
• 

to pett t1nn to the Par'11amnnt 1n 8U!'>port of tho 9c}lcme Qf rc:' 
• 

fpI1n~ adop~ed b:r the All India 1-I'lslln LeA.l~Ue ana. the Ipdian 
• 

• 

. Nationnl ~on~~r'es8. ~11e Lcar;tlo - r,ongres8 ses~lon f'urthel"t de-
• 

• 

• 

• 
• mandcd tl1at A.n Rutl1.orB.tnt1 ~ro pronouncellent be ca.de by ~11e Iu-

por1al Gov~rrullent 9tntin~: the policy of cak1ng Inl1.1a e a solf-

gov,erninr, ~cI1b'r "f tho British cmpil'o at an early I.~atc. ' 

• 
Tho British . '. 

Go",crnIJt~nt l b llol'od ~he dCllland fO"6 J.Ii" s. 30 san t 1 8 
• 

• 

1. Nocnn, }wI - It:.t91im Ind1n - PRcc 1~3-154 • 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
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release but ~lere prompt to CODe ou~ lvi th an l[lpOr~ant anno1..U1CC

mont of Conetltutlo:1al ~~.hthfHI' i.M.~.i.~. Y~.'''''''' 
1 . 

liThe policy f)f Hi ~ J.!llJ e sty' s Qo~"ernr.lent, '\oJ'i t11 ~:hich the 

Go"!~. of L"dle. E' .. re in comple~e accord", Rlino~.mcad the Secl"eta-
. 

ry of S-t:ate for India on the 20tll A~let tal?" 1s that of t!1e 
r"- , 

r... 
incrcasinG association of Lld1ane in every orsnch of the adnl-

n1s~ra~1on anrl the i;radual developmont of self-governinG insti

tutions wi tll It "rle\-1 to the ¥~~og~eAB1ve realisation of l~e Fq)onel

ble ~ov~:: .. 'nr.1ent 1n Ind1a as en 1nter;ral paret of the Brl "G1sl1 Cll-

p1rc. They 111\',e dnc!ded tllat sUbstan-t;iat Rtflps in t:w.~ tl1rec-

t10n :~houln be taknn as Boon itA pORP!ib2c, ~nd ~llflt it 1!1 of the 

c21BJ1~C of opinion bt~~woen ~l"!oee in aut110rlty at Home and in 

Ind.ia, 31e 14aJoet:rr 8 GovcrnlJlcnt ha'TC accol'dlngl:, decided, wi th 

Hi A ltftJ e Rty' s approV8~, tha t I E\..~ouJ..d ftC copt the 'V1ceroy I s in

vltnti(,)!1 to proceed to Inclla to discuss these l.lAtters \'11 ~h tllC. 

'11ooro? and thti Governmont of India, to con BidE~l' 't'll t!1 the Vlce-

• 

9U~{;n'Rt1(')n~ or ropl·e gcntn":! "'0 1x>Cioa nr-c othor's ••••••••• 

• • • 
. ' 

£,uplo opportunl t~, will be a.fforded tor llU1ll10 <llsCllGslon 
t 

or th" propo sQJ. a \wll1ch will be subml ttcd. 1n duo OO~1rse ~Q FRr

l1a~entn! 
• • 

T~o pI'Ono unccMent of' t! 10 ~Oth AU~01ot llnt:1 .. tIlt) nc \i s of l(r. . ~ 

Mon--;!l;.:~d A vi 91 t ~o L'1{11a wn ~ l"ect' 1 ved '~;1 ~h Llixed rOflct1on oot~ 

b'" t~lr H1n,!us nne,! thr ](~lti1n~. On th~ 6th ot October 191? botll 

. . . 

• 

1, 3anerJee, A.~. ~ Inula~ ~on9t1 t'lt1'1nal Doe~n4n'tf' Vol. II 

P8.~e - 201 - 202. 
, . 
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t11e 1lusl1m Lea,rrue ancl t11e r!on~re e s cle cided to '\vai t in thr~ form 
t ) ;..-

• • • • • 

of a deputation on tIle eecret~ry of state fop !n eli A. and His Ex-
. . "" 

6cllency the Viceroy. B11t the declftration of 141~. I·Ion te [!;ue' s in-
• 

. ten(lin[~ visit to Inclla 11:act a furt11er reR.etlon in tl1e C;l.~ol:tll of 
.j 

".., '\' i h 1 t k · .. ...t:..1U.J.. . , a nurn"'.Je:r of mU9J..J.,&."oom orGan sations 1voI. ic 1 CaL1G 011 to (~.u.l~."l'''G ... 1e-. ,. 

i1' respec"t;iye suggestions to tIle Cl'o..fu.~s niniste1'. It was alao 

an occasion to reveal t11e intH11 nal weakneAS of .I~hf? All IncUs. 

:Muslin LeaCue. TIle Punjab branch of the Lea.cue \\fas a strong-
, 

holcl of thn "loY'alB". rt'J1e;T <lift not like the lc'lot:l of a. LcaeuB-

Conr';-es9 Joint action f-I.cainst tIle Br1tisl1 Qo,ro1"'nmp,nt. """~e PUl1-
• ... " , I , I 

j a.D branch un(ler the le8.~er.·s11:tp of l~Iian Illohp-.rnr.1ad ·jhaf i eli sacr':" 

d ~ .4. h t' 0 • c ' t 1 b .:r' ~ , ,x41 dl ~ i" 1 + l' ~ ee "1 .... v ... 1 en ra. ouy e.nG. 1,"as 9u.)Seq' .. len u y sa.! ~ a. ",DC • 
• • I 

Th~' Lea.Gue Congress joint deputa:t;1on lvEti tec1 on tJlf~ SecrAtal'Y 

of state for InClia. "on the 26th No,rClJbep 8,nd Aubmitted the~II~Ie-
-

morRnQl~ of thf~ Ninetcenlf a a~heme 

~ 
the Lucknow pact as itA bRRis. 

of Po~t ~va,r rE'3r'oT'rn tha.t had 

• .. ' . ". . . ~ 

• .. , r. J ~ I 

. .. 

'De apt te B. joint fl"ont 111 th tllC (1on~re A'S tJ1r. League 11ad not 

10 at 81 gh t of 1 t B func.i,runen tal d~rno.ll<:1, - ite co e;nl ti on f) f tIlfJ ~Iu's-
• 

't"holo. The session of 2t thR All In(~.la !,Iusl1rl Lee.r;ue ~!flS 1101d 

in d a.l ~ut t a., 1·1otu e.na }4oha.mI~~d Al i J the Pre s irIon t - el eat for 

the se9~inn coUld not attend, as he Was interned1n Jail undcI' 

b4d, the peml'.mmt p'i'r 91{f_en~ of the Lcai'i-uc conc1uc-::ed thn r1'oceed

lngs nf the r!l~etinf3. ':'ho Preaic:cntlal chair 1Tas 1~ent vacant- in 
~ 

honour of III~u1nna 1~!611at1ILl~_fl Al i. :l~J R SR11C") r;aiCl 11iGh tri bu te to 

l~oultma l~oha.:mn.d. Al1 and. ,.rehencntly criticised. thp. policy of 

the GOVornI!lent spocially tl1e j)eJ~ence of India Act. ~:1nJ a 8al1cb . , 

while spon};:irie on the' LeAcue - Con~ress s11cLle declR!'Hd :_ 

,. N j) M It (1/" f1. ~..,G.,: 9-.tc;' I'--r _ l' '." . J 

2.J'-":~rI.1J _ nD"-,. .. _~ u,. ~.",.,.i.. ~ ,Prt..~&-.R.AI.~:-'7.1'1? 8/j 

" I' 

, 
• 
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f · 
r " Gentlemen. in your bella1 t I a:rtlr11 here our oomplete ad-

herenoe to that sah , wh10h 1s the irreducible m1n1un- ot our 

demands. Hero I ma.y say that the bed-rook of our demands in re

lation to our OOIJUQ1.D1a1 interests 1s all tlrm today as lt was 1n 

1906. And theretore 1n any soheme ot constitut1onal retorm in 

the (]overnment ot thls oOWltrJ, thig oard1nal taot should not 

1n our opln1on be lost slght ot. 

!he separate representat10n of the Indian Mus s in the 

Leg1slat1ve Counoils. has adm1ttecUy been conduoive to better re

lat10ns between the two OOJidinml t1ell ot Ind1a. It has contr1buted f:; 

the tantentment ot Moba.muedaDs in as much as it lBs sottened lf 

not altogether elimlna ted the galling senae ot 1mmeri ted 1mpor-

tanoe in 1ntluenc1ng In~ polloy trom the minds ot the CO I1l1'U-

nlty whloh by reason of 1ta n1lmbor. its pos1t1on and ita impor .. 

...... -..e. telt that it coUld not Just1t1ab~ rea1gn itselt to the 
I 

1nev1table lot ot hopeless and theretore dejected m1norltJ." 

"l 
The Montegue-Chebis ford report prepared after tOUl' months -

of prolonged negot1at1ons and disouss1ons vas s1gned at 9''''' a 

on Apr1l 22, 1918 and Vas presented to Parliament. The pub11oa

tion ot reoommendat1ons created uproar 1n Ind1&. It oontained 

no reoogn1t1on ot the laeague-Ooniress Joint deland. It sat1a

tied none. It 'WaS widely oondellUled as lnadeq1lAte. lD'laat~s:ractor1 ., 
and disappointing. "'-The soheae 18 \UlWO~thy to be otfered by 

6) 

England or to be accep'Ced by - wrote Mrs. Be t. The aea-
• 

lN~ 
.ion of th9 All Indla Mual1m League wh10h held in Bomba7 under 

1\ 

the Pres1dentshi1) of Raja saheb o:r MahmudAbad oondemnad the 

• 
1. Hoen - Muslim 9Ind1a _ - 175 

Quoted 1n -Ind1a Old and New by Ch1rol. Valentine. 
ll&n OoJap8.l17 Ltd.. st. Mart1ns street London. 

Page - 151. 

" i 
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Xontegu< - Chelmstord.. Regard.1ng the on t101 SJI wblch the authors 

ot the Report made on the League - Oongress joint acheae, Raja 

saheb d 1- • 

1 
lBut to disqusJ l~y the whole sohelle in the manner ln wh10h 

I am constrained to aq Lord Chelllstord Mr. Montegu have done 

18 oaJ o,,'ated to CIeate, It has not already created, the impres-

s10n that these atatesman e ked on the1r work ot 1nveatigatlon 

with a not altogether unbiased mind against the sCheae ••••••••• 

the publication ot the Report &8 a result ot this visit has NW'l';' 

ged the whole oountry 1n a 8tate or Intense exaltement. It bas 

stiaulated thought and provoked keem controversy. The ~uestioD 

ls be1ng hot11 debated as to whether it should be aocepted by the 

oountry or not, whetl18r or not the propo s lt oontains satlaf1 

the aspirations and the eXpeotations l'a18ed by the annoW\oement 

itaelt, whether ln one word ~he7 constitute a substantial step 

towards the reallsatlon ot responsible Qovernment. That they have 

oaused d1 ~"'''1ntment in our Il1nds oarmot and need not be denled. 
I , 

Tb8y have ~&1.len short ot natural and legitlmate expectations 18 '. 

But lnapite ot all opposi tion by the Muslim League a&{the 

Oongress agalnst the Montegu Ohelmstord proposala. a bill whioh 

vaa based on thea8 propODa...LS was approved by the Seleot Con'a1ttee, 

ot the Brltish parliament and beoame the GOTermn8nt or Ind1a Aot 

1919. 

, 
Vh1le ,the excl tement vas al ... a ~ high arter the puijl1oat1on 

o~ the Montegu-Cbelllstord report. turther tuel to the tlI e va. 

~gd bJ' the re IV ...... '-Ao tlons ot the RoWJ..att Oo.g'llttee whioh 
• 

• 

• 1. H-" - Jlual1Dl India - Page - 180 

.' 

/ 
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. 
beoam. an Aot of the IJiperlal Legislature 1n 1919. In 1918 

tie Br1 t1ah Government had appointed a OO liuulas1on wi th Sir 

Sidney RoW'latt •• the Ohalrnan and r S1nUD1 Bastr1 and 
• 

Provaeh Ohandra 111 tter &s .embers to probe into the existing 

Itate of v~lent excitement 1n India. file Oommission submlt-
• 

ted ita reoommendations in 1918. It gave special powers to 

the exeoutive to deport indiv1dual8, to set up speolal trl-

b for tr1al. ot po11tical ottendere without Juries and to 

oontrol preas. ~'lhe B1ll 1nsp1te of the opposition ot the In ... 

dian mellbors ot the Cotulo11 was passed into la w and be came 

Aot XI of 1919 aa I!he Anaroh1oha' and revolutionery orimea 
I 

Aot I. Wb'1;. the reoommendations or the Rowlatt COlaru1 ttee were 

be1RS oonsidered by the GoverJUDent. Mr. J1nnah res1gned his 

memberah1p ot the Imper1al Legislat1ve Council aa a protest 

againat the Row'latt BU1. ~"I feel that under the prevailing 

oond1tions" deolared Mr. J1nnah whUe tendering his resigna" 

tions' I oan be ot no use to my people in the COl mcll, nor con

s1atently with one's self respeot is co-operation possible 

with a Government that shows such utter disregard tor the opi

nion ot the representativea of' the people at the Cotmoll Cham-

bar the tee11Dga and sent1ments of the people outside •• 

!he Rowiatt Aot waa oharaoterised by the Nat10nalists 
• 

as the -Black Act'. And there was a Vide spread ag1 ta tlon de-

mRnding 1ts repeal. Protest meetIngs were held allover the 

oountry and Hartal vas obsel'ved 1n several. places. Ge.ndh' 
, 

launohed EJatyagraha lIovement ot ~a881ve res1stenoe in protest:a 

Increased the repress1ve measures 
• 

• 

1. Ambedkar, B.R .... !houghta on Paklstan - Page - 315. 

2. Ibid - Page - 315. 
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in higher and higher degrees_ Indiscriminate arrests were , 

promisouous flogg1ngs and whippings were oontinued, the proper-

ties ot the 'rebels- vere oontisoated CUM.Io Mart1al Law was pro--
• 

cl in the P\D'lJab. The policy ot repress10n oulm1nated in 

the massaore or Jal11nwalabagh at Noritsar on AprU 13. 1919. 

en that day about 20000 people had assembled within a walled 

meeting place to protest against the RoWJ..att Act and the re

presll1ve measures ot the Government. They were meroilessly 

iM.oh1ne-gtmned by general DYle and hie troops. About 2000 

\SfJ'ld people were k1l1ed on that tragic ocoanon. The massacre 

plunged the whole ootmtry into deep gloom. Protests were raised 

trom eve17 quarter. Even the l1berals expressed the1r resent .. 

mente The Gave ..... ' t called it an lerror ot Judgement" but the 

explanation eat1.tlec1 none. Mr. J1nnah was very Violent in his 

lan 
v . 

e 1n condemning the Government. aThat star Chamber Le-

g1slat1on', obselcved Mr. J1nnah. named attor the notoriOUS 

rrnan ot the Row.Latt COBunittee(vas latmohed by the Gove~ 

cent ot Lord Chelm9~tordand it resulted in the 'Celebrated 
~ 

Crimes" which neither the words of men nor the tears ot 1I0118D 

oan wash aV81'. 'An error ot Judgement" they oal1 1t. If that 

is the last vord.. I agree wi th them. an error ot Judgment it 

1 s. and they aha] 1 have to pay for 1 t 1t not toda7 than to-
• 

morrow. Ona..th1ng there is whioh 1s indisputable and that 1s 
I 

this the gov8n 'lment must go and give place to ooeiplete rep 

ponslble gov81'umnt. Meet1ngs of the ~Dgres8 and Kualllll Lea-
I 

gus nll qot effeot this, Va shall have to think out some course 

more effeot1ve than passing resolut1ons of d1l1&pproval put :for-

ward to the seoretary ot State tor Ind1a and we surel,. 
• 

tlnd a way even as Fr8l108 and I 
I 

bas. n 

bad and the ne"';'box'h Egypt, 

1. Quoted 1n NOll8n,x. - Muslim India - Page _ 192. 
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1fh1le the Ind pUblio feeling. were excited over the 

Government ot India Aot 1911 and the Rovlatt Aot new events 

engaged their attent1on. The JChll.afat of '1'urke7 was in Jeo-
• 

pardy. !he ~ttollan ire alread7 'a a10k man' ot Europe 8 

nov threatened with ooaplete annlh1lation. 

Though Mr. Wllaon and Mr. Li70d George, the President 

ot Amerlca and the Pr11lle Minlster ot BritAin respeotlvell'. 

had proml.ed to ma1nts,1n the lntegrl tl' and aa:tet1 ot '1'urke7, 

atter the war/however. eve!7 step s belng taken in the ops 

poe1 te cUreotlon. European power. seoretly proposed the par

tl tlon of Turkel', amongst themsel ve s. !he Indian Mussalmans 

took the matter very ser1ousl1. Forgettlng everrthtng o't thelr 

problells 111. thin the country they ruehed to secure tho satet7 

ot the lCh1l.atat • the age long relig1o- temporal lnstl tutlon 

ot I • '1'hus the Ibil &fat movement was started 1n Ind1a. 
. ., 

!be main obJectiTe ot the movement vas two told, Ito preser-

'Ie the J'h'l &tat and 'to 

l 
empire'. 

...... ta1 n ,be 1ntegr1t7 of the Turk1ah 

!be Xh11atatists in the beginning restrioted the1r 80-

t1vltlea to petitionIng the Br1tiSh Government tor the preser

vat10n ot the Xhl1atat.--A lIemorial. on behal t ot tho Indian 

Jlullin a reg8lJ"a1' ng 

:rat vas sent to Hi. ExoellenoY' the VicerOJ' on J, 

ADd aga1n a 8800nd ODe vaa sent OD Deoember 12. 1919 vi th ap-
t 

parent17 l»l'ttle result. The dictatllll teras ot the treaty of 

1ntu'f1ated the Hue a.,uJiICU&a. The release ot the 

All Brothere towards the end ot Dece.ber 1919 atter a 'tom' • 

:rears lnternment gave a great lnoentive to the Kb1'&tat 110-

Tellent, Mt1ch now ceased lIerel,. to send humble petitlons. 

1. Ambedkar. B.F. 
Q.. f1f r;<A _ 

- Thoughts on Pakistan .. Page _ 142. 
/NIJI,#IN -f-NN vH-1. R,E t;/$rE~ .ICJ 2.0 ~ tI~ I. r 

• 
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In 1900 the MURsaJ s organ1sed the Kh11atat COtgn1ttee. 

W1thin a V8r'T short time the XhUatat (lc)llIwlttee becaa.e so 

powertul an organisation that the All India Muslim Leaguo ta-
.. 

dad ., .oet into 1nsign1tioanoe. !he XhUatat 0 1ttee be~ ... 

the only representat1ve organ1sat1on ot the KU8~~ s. Islam 

and it. age - long institution. rather dome etic problems 

engaged their attention most. the entire energy or the Mussal

mans a engaged tor an external oause. the whole countJ:7 was 

ag1 tatlng against the threatened ext1nction ot the lCh1la.tat. 

the coDl1ng ot the rh1] atat movement into prominence at 

the expense ot the AIML repre sented the IndiaD Mussalmana l 

psychology ot holding the problems ot nor' Indian Ial 

er to that of their own domelt1c problema, - a state ot mind 

which operated untll the demand tor Pakistan vas voiced by 

th8ll. 

II:.. 

!'A!he All In ~] atat CSOliterence lIet in Bombay on Feb-

20. 19ad. Bes1des 1ssu1ng a man1testo tor the Preserva

tion ot Xh11atat ~th Xha11ta's Control over the Holy plaoes 

ot IBlam, the Conterence decided upon a delegation being sent 

to England and Franoe to represent the Indian Muslim sentiments 

over the question of Xhl] ~at and to persuade the v1ctor. to 

keep the !urklsh lCh11atat uninJured. 
• 

aAOOOr.,'ngl y the Indian Kh1l&rat delegation consisting 

ot Moulana Mohammad Ali (Pre sldent) Mr. 8yed Hus 

Syed Sulalman Kadvi and Mr. Hasan Mohammad Hay-at 
#'L 

lett India in Februa'-y tor ....... fI~ .... The delegation _ was :rece-

lved by Mr. FlSher, the Brltlsb M1nister on ~he 2nd Maroh 1920 • 
• 

1. Mitre. Indian Ann Register 1920 Vol. I. '. 
2. M1 tra - Indian Annual Regl ster 1920 Vol. I. 
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• 
The deputat10n met the Brit1Sh Prtae Mln1ster, addressed the 

Parliament and ~ld BUocesstUl pub11c meetings ln England and 

Franoe. The polnt ot View ot the In"'an. Mussalmans over the 

Ib'l ~questlon s aptlY' olar1f1ed by Moulana Mohau"!8d Ali 

vh" e ln Eut'Ope. Speaking in parls en 

1-
{/A vast maJorltY' ot the Muslims ot the world reoognise 

the Sul tan ot TurkeY' to be the ComilRnder ot the Fai thtul. and 

the suooessor, and rha'ita ot their Prophet. It ls an essenti

al part o-t th1s 400trlne that the Khal.1ta. the Oommander ot 

the 1&lthtul.. should have adeq'l&te tel'1'1tor1es, adequate m1 .. 

lltarr and naval resouroes, adequate r1nancla1 resOuroes. But 

tor vhat purpose , Hot tor aggress1on. nor even for the detence 

ot 'l'urkq but tor the detence ot our -tai the He 1s to stand be

tore the world as the leader ot the Muslims 1n this cause and 

whenever the 11berty ot consoienoe ot the Muslims in any part 

ot the world 1s placed in Jeoparc17. he would at least be able 
I 

to 881' the IIggl8ssor, "youYaha1 l not do that with unlt,·. 

Moulana Mohammad All pleade4 his ease eloquently but the 

de1e8&tlon aohieved nothing. 

While the Indlan Musl1m s were in at the Sri-

t1eh (1ov8I,uwnt against the quest10n ot the lO11latat the In .. 

• dian nat10nal 1sts under Mr. Qandhl were up against them on 

dob£st1c 1ssues - Ja11nvaJlabag incident am. Row1att Act. 

Gandhi who had aome from South Afr1ca a short while ago sought 
, 

to exploit the s1tuat1on to develop a Joint Front against t:he 

Br1t1sh Government 1n India. The 1n1t1at1ve which vas taken 
• 

t 

1. Iqbal, Atza1 - seleot Speeohes and 'wI'ltl.nga of Mou]ana 
Hoha.mDad Ali - Page - 158. 
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by Jin 

INC. ~ 

in 1916 nov passed· tlnto db l, and through hi. to 

attended the F1rat Xh11atat Oonterence held at 

Delhi on the 23rd November 1919 Illggested the Ihll~&t18t. 

to t non-V101ent-non~oo-operatlon &s a method ot foro1ng 
I 

the British GoTt. to redress the Xh11atat wrong. Oendhi again 
, 

attended the Oalcutta session of the All India Xh1latat Oom~ 

mlttee held on the 10th March 1920, during Mo118.:~..ad All' 8 ab-

senoe 1n Eur~e. H1s programme ot non-vlolent-no~co-oporat1on 

s adopted as the only e:tfect1ve measure aga1nst the British 

Govt. Gandh1 was 1nterested in the Kh1lafat movement more 

probably &s a Platform, t~or the oause ltself. The new te

ch1nque that Gandh1 had brought to uae aga1nst the British 

Govt. ¥as tmknovn and hitherto untr1ed. Mohammad Allia pre

sence in India then would have possibly made 1t d1tf1cult, 

it not 1mposs1ble tor the Musaa] mana to adopt 1 t. Wr1 ting 
1 
about the adoption ot Gandhi' a prograliQue at the Kh1latat Con-

terence Jawhar1al Nehru said :-

~Ohalmnad All was ln Europe on a Kh11afat deputa-

t1on, on hiB return he aleo expressed regret at the method 

ot b0700tt adopted, he would have preterred the S1n Flen way. 

But 1 t 1I8.S immaterial. what other indiViduals thO'-lght in the 

matter, as ult1matelY' GandhiP's view was bound to prevail • 
• He vas the author ot the movement and 1t was telt that he 

must be g1 ven tre edom as to the de ta.11 s" ?-
, 

By tbl! time the Xh11afat delegation rett4'ned trom Europe 

Gandh1Jl had taken tl':l.e leaderah1p ot the movement and the Mus

sal • were further oOMiQitted to his pl'Ogranwe • 
• 

• 

1. Ambedkar, B.R. - Thoughts on Pak1stan - Page - 145 

2. Nehru, J. - An Autobl0grapb-1 - Page - 99 • 

• 
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!he next meeting ot the ICh11atat Comralttee val held at 

Allahabad on the 1st and 2nd ot June, 1920. 'rhe meeting vas 

attended by also a large n1111'bor ot Hindu Kh11atat delegatee 
• 

under the influenoe of 1Ir. Bandh1. '!'he meeting oontiriued 1ta 

Caloutta deoision to implement the suooessive stages dtbe 
t,j-" -J / 

Don-V'1.o1ent-non-co-operatlon progrs"une wh10h as tollow.: - I 

~.~1r8tlY. to renounoe all honorary posts, titles and 

membership. ot Legislative Counoils. 

lSeoondly to !lve up all remuneratory posts under Govt. 

serv1oe. 

"!h1mly to glve up all appointments 1n the Pollce and 

Hlli tary toroes •. 

II Fourthly to retuse to pay taxe 8 to Government Ill. 

4 
The Allahabad Conferenoe also autllOrlsed a Bub-CoDPo11ttee 

consisting ot Mr. Gandh1 J Moulana Abul Kalam Aza4, Moulana 

MohallQilad All, Moulana 9haukat Ali, Ahmed RaJi Slddiq Xhatra!1, 

Dr. 11 tcblew and Moulana Hasrat Hohan!, wi th powers to add 

to their number to give praotical shape to the .ove.en~ with

out further del83'. 

By the tille Mohammad All returned with the'delegat1on in 

June the non-v1o1ent-non-oo-operatlon movement vas about to 

be launohed. On June 30, the· Coul01 ttee decided to start the 

• movement after serving one month's not1ce to the V1ceroy. ·The , 
notioe was served on the 1st August 1920 and the non-oo-opera

~ 
tlon started on August 31, 1920 • 

• 
• 

1. Besant, Annie - India Bond or Free , - Page - 190. 

2. Ann Register 1920 Vol. I 

3. Ibid. 
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• 
The Xh1latat Oo_tttee deolsion ot June 30, to launoh the 

non-vlo1ent-non-oo-~8ratlon movement atter proper not1oe to 

the V1oeroy was very popular and 1I&S universally acolalmed. 

It had the SUpport of the Indian Jlusealmans and 1t alao enll.-t-

84 the sUpport ot the Indlan Nat10nal Congress and leading 

seot1on of the Hindus. The J,eague as an organisation had not 

yet said much on the issue so tar, though the leading perso .. 

nal1t1es ot the lhi - ..... at 00""01 ttee and of the A!I-ML were most-.-
17 the 

4 
• Hr. J1nnah was a notable exception. He did not 

subscrlbe to the e:r.tra~terrltorla1 conoern ot the Indian Mug.;. 

11ms, neither he Irked the method ot non~oo-operat1on adopted 

by the KhUatatlats, aa he 1t olear 1n the speolal ses-
'·/~-p t·, 'V' • 

slon ot the AINO held in (JMOU'&-' .n ..... 

Nonetheless the issue ot the Khilatat was taken up by the 

AIML. Moulana Shaukat A11 vas instrumental in the LeagueJ endor-

Ring the Indian Muallm de ~~ .... on the issue. 

Instead at golng in straight tor the non-v1olent-non-oo-

operation aa adopted by the Yh1latat Com.' ttee .... !he League 

took a milder oourse in the beginn1ng. ~e OOWlo11 ot the /d:~ 
at 1ta meeting on Jul7 18, held at Lucmow resolved to hold a 

speoial session at Caloutta on the 16th and 17th september a-t."-(~ 
• 

1n the mean.hi ] e sent a oable to the Pr1me Hin1.ter and the 

Seoretary ot state tor Ind1a oondemning the vindictive and 

unjust terJIls t1It the V1oetlora proposed to be imposed on the 

!urkl8h Khalita whloh the7 oharaoterised as tlagrant violation 

ot the solellft promise given to the Indian Kussal mans in the 
• 

~ 
beginning or the war. !the oable that 1I8S sent vehemently empha-

slsed the reaotlon ot the Indian Hus 

proposed tor 'l'urke7. It said t-

s to treaty terms 

I . 5ov:.'t'·~, 1'1. H - rl5Z •• ...... ;4 4!.... !~~ - 11 ~t.-~£..~ .::,1-.-'1 . f~ - 167 

2.. H~ - IIVOIItN ANIVUl't-' R6c;,,sriFlL. ",-_. I/ • .l 7:[:. 

f 
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~'1The Counoil at the All Indla Muslim League indignentl,. 

protests against peaoe terma offered to Turke7 as in 1 ta delibe

rate opinion they are not onl7 gross1J' tmJust and 1ntolerable 

• 1n themselves and mare v1ndiotive than those imposed upon any 

other state 1ale17 var~lng w1th Allies but 1nvolved vio1a~10n 

ot solemn pledges ot British GoverntBlt. part1oularl7 those made 

at the beg1n.a1ng ot war regarding holy plaoell o't Islam and later 
~ 

on regarding Thraoe and As1a HOnor and oaloulated to llnder.ine 

Dl1la.rat and destro7 t"mpora1 power and prest1ge essent1a' to 

it in tlagrant disregard ot repeated re.onstranoea baaed on re

Quirements ot re11gious ~a1th and senti.ents ot m1l1ions ot 

Hual1fl Bl-1t1sh subJeots who have ~oya117 c~r1ed out the1r du

t1es to the emp1re during the war. 

!he Counoil solemll,. deolares it s oonv1otlon tllat 1t the 

said term8 are pers1sted 1n theJ' will tend to perpetuate b1tter 

feelings at animosity Within British empire 1n aa muoh as Mus-

11118 ot Ind'a oannot and Will not rest till they have seo~ed 

the 1ntegr1ty ot the lChilafat and 

Arab and their halr plaoe. in aoo 

1 tJ' ot the Ja.zlratul 

oe with the demands ot 

the1r faith regarding whloh they must preter the1r own oonVio

tions to the ooarary interences drawn b3" some from Kual1m his

tory and to the opin1on attr1buted to the late S1r 5a1ed A1DDed 

whoae heteradoxy on religion 18 well knowli in the Muslim world 
I 

and the Couno1l oons1der. 1 t a aolean duty to warn Government 

that religious zeal tor the seour1ty ot the sa'd pious obJeot 
, 

1. likely ";0 dr1ve large bodies o"t Kualllll. to desperate aot1ons 

resulting in the .oat ser10ull oonsequenaes deplorable no leas 

I. II1tra-. Ind Flegleter 1900 Vol. !I'o 
• 
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to the (JoVerJUDSnt thaD to tlwmselv8a but st1ll in the power of 
, '-' 

British CAbinet to avo1d. 

The League. cable like the repre,sentat10ns and threats 

ot the Ib'latatlsta produoed little effeot on the Government. . . 

The resolutions ot launohing H ••••• C. movement was carr1ed in

to etfect and the lDovecent started on August 31 a8 alrea"l" aohe-

dulede 

India started a new eJq)er1ment that was conoe1ved by Mr • 

Gandhi and Inaugurated by the Xhl1afat1sta. Be~ore howewer, the 

movement had act1w1 ly started Gandhi deoided to give it a o'l~ 

we of un1 ted Indian movement. IhUa:tat as suoh vas not likely 

to be ve!'1 popular with the non .. Jlusl1ms and so l the Indian 

Nat10nal Congl8sa OOfJlu1ttee meeting held on Ma1 30th and 31st 

at Beneras had added the l Indian' oause ot the Jallnwallabagh 

tragedy and the df~cienc18s o~ the Refons aot, to the gr1e

~anoea ot the Muslims over the quest10n ~he Xh1l~at~ Gandhi 

ezplained his enthusiasm tor the JCh11afat oause in his Y 

India (on 20.10.21), when he sa1d 1-

lj 
II ola1m, that with us both the lhilafat 19 the central 

taot, with Moulana Moha ulIl8.d All 'because it 19 hie religion, 

111 th me because, In laying down my lite tor the Ih1lafat, I 

enaure safety of the oow, that 18 flrI relig1on, from the, Kue

man kniteMf 

t 

The launch1 ng of the M.V.N.C. movement had a tremendou8 , 

etfect on the COlD\try and the Govt. Clerks and employee s lett 

, ' 

I I / ' , , 
, - . 

• I • 
~. Mrs. Besant - trbe tuture ot Indian Pol! tiC!, quoted 

b7 AJDbedkar - -Thoughts on Pak1stan" ~ p. - 145. 

3. Quoted in Thought s on Pak1 stan by bbedkar .;. Pap - 1~. 
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their work, l~'WY'ers and litigants boyootted Oourt_, student_ 

and teaohers stayed aWlQ' froID Schools and Oolleges. Qul te a 
• 

nlUDber ot people 8m:'I'cndered their t1 tlsa. <1Imdhi and the Ali 

Brother. were moving throughout the cOtmtry urging people to 

make the movement a suocess and to paralyse the Govt. 

~ WhI"e the movement was alread;r in progress the Oongress 

and the Muslim League met s1.tIl taneoualy in '~ec sessions at 

Caloutta on the 16th and 17th September 1920. They both endorsed 
I 

their support tor the Xh'latat1sts. 

-In approving the Hon-violent-non-Oo-Operat1on lDovement 

inaugurated b7 Xr. Gandhi the Oongress resolved that there was 

no COUl'se lett open until the wrongs done by the Govt. were r1-, 
. -

ghted and the ·SVaraJ7a 1s established". They were of oourse 

basing, their remarks on the 101Uafat cause and the Punjab tra .. 

ge~. 

The demand tor SwraJra whioh was merely vo 1ced 1n the Oon-
"L· (),' 1/, \..c. ,- -~ . .,,~. I 

gress resolutions of September, 1920, became an artiole ot" 'Che 

kIHI.; three months later. 'The annual session ot the AIML held 
~ 

at Nagpur on December 30, adopted the dhange in the oree~ The 

Muslims had beoome violently ant1-Brit1sh. Though Hasrat Mohan1'. 

resolution tor adopting violent measures against the Govel~ment 

was not aooepted by the session, the oharge in the oreed and the 

utteranoes ot the delegates were suf~1oient17 indioative ot the 

Xuala m1nd ot the time. Dr. X.A. Anssri. the President ot the 

session. 1n a long and ~re8sive Ipeeoh Justitied thB aot1on of 

• 
1. Ind1an AM".' ~"g1ster by M1tra Vol. II. 19m. 

2. Allbe • B.R. .. Thought s on pakistan - P* • 145. 

~, ~~ Ih. k/V',J ~'. 4- ~ /'h l;;. ff ~ c r/'o.-L zr 
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the Muslims in adopting the courae ot non-vialent-non-co .. opera

t10n in the l1ght or ex1Bting oircumatanoes. *The Preaident1a1 
, , 

ad"rea. of Dr. Ansari s however, prescr1bed at Delh1. Moulana 

Mohammad Al1 who was one of the guiding splr1 t of the movement 

aJ.ready in progt'eaa, was responsible tor the adoption of the 

new areed of the League whioh was aa follows : .. 

-UThe obJllot ot the All India Muslim League shall 'be t· 

The atta1nment ot Swarjya by the people ot India by all 

peace~ul and leg1ttmate means. 

'to Protect and advance the polit1cal, re11gious and other 

r1ght. and 1nterest. ot the Ind.r.cuo. Mus iiIIO .... S. 

'1'0 prcuuote the friendship and tm10n between the Mussalmans 

and other oommtml t1c s ot India. 

To maintain and 8trengthen the brotherly rolat1ons between 

tho )(0 dana ot India and those or other countr1es·. 

This new oreed tor the atta'nment ot eVarajya was a violent 

departure trom the creed or tho tOWldera of the LesSJIS wh1cll was 

to oonvince the Brit1sh Govel'nment ot the Muslim loyalty. 

-''1'b%'Oughout 1921 India was aeetJatgg Vi th exuberant ~er
~ • 

vour·. But the antl-Bt1tlsh ~eeling was stroner amongst the Mus-

-..... ,_.8 than amongst the rest o~ the Indjan populat1on. 
• 

• 
The JIOvument once launched began to gather momentta. Ass~ 

alation with the Govt. in a.nJ' tter tlas 10okeH: UpOn vi th cUgit 

• 
1. Choudhury. B.M.. - Kuslia Po11tics in India - page - 24 
2. X1tra - Indian Ann1.' Register Vol. II, 1920. 

\5. 9Dlth, W.O. Xodel'll IBlam in India .. Page - 232. 
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tavour. !he A11garh Univers1 ty which was being maintained 1jIB,1nl.l" ~ 

bl the Government beoame an obJeot of attaok. Mr. Gandhi along • 

w1th the Ali ~others asked the Univers1ty to 80Yere oonneetions 

v1th the aovt. and to give up the (Jovt. grant, but Dr. Zlaudd1n 

withstood the anaiaught. !he 70ung student. ot the Univers1ty 

who were more infeoted with ant1';'Br1tlah feeling left the Un1 .. 

verslty 10 large nlmber and jOined the new Musl~ lnstltutlon -

Jaml4- 1I1111a 181&111a, started by Houlana Mohammad All. 

Over the issue ot the Khl1atat the Kusltm masses were also 

roused. In tanning the rellg10us tel'V'our of the Musllm lIasses 

the tnema pla1ed a lead1ng role. !hel" declared that -~t waa in 

ever7 va:! rellgious17 unlawtul tor a KussaJ man at the present 

lIoment to continue in Br1tish &rm7 or to enter the arD11 or to 
I 

lnduce others to Join the &rlll,.-. It s turtller stated that it 

was the duty of all Xussalmans and espeoialll" ot the Ulema to 

see that a·these re11glou. commandments are brought home to 
?-

eV817 Muss 1n the arml"·. This Fatwa ot the memas was la.ter 

passed in the ~orw or a resolution at the sesslon ot the All 

Ind1a 1Ol1latat Conferenoe hald ln Karachl on the 8th Jul7 1921 

under the Pl'Osidentahlp of lCoulana Mohammad Ali. 

The Gavt. were qu1ck to act. !he #It Brothers and their 
3 

f1ve assooiates vere soon put behind the bars, prosecuted and 

laUed tor two years. 'the tr1al and 1mpr1sonment ot the Al1 

Brothers caused a sensation allover the count1'7. The Congress 
, 

leaders approved the Ul resolutlons and 46 of them oontl1~-

ed their approval ot tm s8JIe by their slgnature to the resolu-

1. Extract ~rom the resolution passed at the sesslon of the All 
India Xhllarat Ooa1ttee held ln Xarachi on 8.7.21 Wlder the 
Presldentab1p ot Holdana Moha"mad All. 

2. Ibld. 

3. !he persons lnvolved were the All Brothers, Dr.X1tchlev.Srl 
San~raohaya o~ Paeth, Moulana Hl Ahmed. P1J- Ghul._ 
M~dd1d and Moulav1 n Ahmed.Rlf. S11_rn 
History of the OOngress - page - 217. .p -
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tlon. The h was repeated trom a thousand Plattorm but no 
, I 

further ane st was mad e by the Govt. l L 

" 

!he apparent coolness and WlbeMlng att1tude ot the Govern

ment eXllSparated the non.Oossoperat10 · 1--... Hopes ot an easy 

suooess begaLll to dwincne. Gandh1 was in tact cont lat1ng to 

start a civil Disobedienoe movement to bring the agitation to 

a s~o.ess. The .. absenoe of an eas7 success to make the Brl-

tlsh Govt. undo the wrongs brought trustration in the minds of 

those who were impatient. The issues got contused and the mema 

under the 1nsp1ration ot Moulana Abul Kalam Azad came out with 

a deolaration that lnd1a lias a 'DARUL BARB', .'lM1grat1on to Afghan" 

istan was suggested and it was also given out that the Atghan 

AJl1r would soon invade India to resoue the Indian Mussalmans. 

Apparent17 the quest10n of the preservat~on of the 'l'urkiah Xhl

latat had no bearing in the latest Fatwa. At least it was the 

produot of oonfused th1nking. 

n8gl11ded by the Fatwa about 18000 MUBsal.mana ma1nly from 

Sind aDd North West Frontier Province 8014 the1r Ind~an Possess

lons and took the road to Kabul. • 'l'he .Am1r of Afghanistan, 

however. refused their ontrance into his country. The XuhaJe~ 

r1n (emigrants) who reached Afghanistan were also oapelled. 

"AS a result, the t1de of emigrat10n ebbed slOWly and fell 

baok to its former home, but the road trom Peshwar to Kabul 

was stre1l11 with graves ot old men, woman and oh1ldren, who had 

suoollJ1bed t-:) the hardsh1ps of the Journey' • 

,. Cumming. S1r John - Political India .. Page - 96 • 

• 
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!bat the Xb1laratists 1n general lost the sight at: the 

_&in issue ot their struggle beaame all the more olear 1n Ma

labar, when the Moplas rose in open re~olllon on August 20, 

1921. !he poo~. sturdy and independent m1nded Moplas, who 

were the desce ts trom the ~ab stook 1s supremely re11-

g1ous. Instead ot standing up for the Turk1sh Khal1fa they 

declared a JChllatat Raj tor themselves. The Koplas were an 

agricultur1st community ruled over by H1ndu m1ddlemen and 

offic1als. The upsurge ot the peasantry was thus a menaoe 

to both the Hindu mld"'1e class and the British Government. 

!he lawless MOplah mob, in course of their strt~le killed 

a n1uober ot Hindus and converted some, on charge of oollabo

rat10n with the (]overnment. '!'he Government, however, put down 

the revolt With an iron hand. An instance ot the Government 

sever1 ty was the notor1ous Moplah 1train tragedy 1n which 100 

Prisoners were put in a olosed and airtight goods van and 

sent by ra" way. When the van was re-opened 66 or them wera 

already dead ot suffooation and the rest were at the po1nt 

ot death. It was 1ndeed a twentieth century Imack Hole l .. 

& real one. 

'!'he Moy:rlah revolt was as much an instance of untoward 

development never concel ved bY' the leaders as it was the si-
, 

go of' a b1g orack that vas soon to develop 1n an unbridge-

able gap between the two oommun1ties ~~eqlm' econom10 add 

• 
social devel~ent • 

• 

1. M1tra - Indian Annual. Register, 192t, Vol. II. 
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The Moplah rising oreated a sensat10n amongst the Blndu 

Mahaahabhl tes and other Hlndu cOIiM'unallsts but 1 t wnt tmoon-
• 

dSlID'led by the Muslim leaders and Gandhi eager to keep the Uni-

ted Front no strong ltOrds e1ther.'ire praised the Hoplahs 

as the 'brave God-fear1ng Moplas who were f1ght1ng for what 

they oons1der as re11gion and 1n a manner which they cons1der , 
as rel1g1ous H• Writing 1n young India he had already g1ven h1s 

e~lanat1on ot the Mussel man impatience. 

~'In their 1mpat1ent anger, the Mussalmansa ask tor more 

energetic and more prompt aotion by the Congress and Kh11afat 

organisations. 'fa the Mussalma.ns, SwaraJ means, India' B abili

ty to deal etfeetively with the Kb1lafat question ••••••• It 

1s impossible not to sympathise With this attitude. I would 

gladly reoommend immediate action if I could th1nk of any 
~ etrect1ve oourse-. 

But though Mr. GanClh1 was sat1st1ed wi th nonviolent .. non~ 

co-operation as the only means of redressing the Khilatat 

wDOngs and ach1eving the SWaraJ the whole COlD'ltry was urg1ng 

tor JIOre posit1ve programme. In 1921 all the three lead1ng 

organisat1ons, Congress, League and the Kh11atat Committee, 

which held the1r sessions at Ahmedabad 1n December, had be

tore them a resolution to adept programme tor independence -

a step forward trom mere attainment ot SWaraJ. -The resolu

tion tell through in all the cases, CJan~tUlw1l11ng to go . 

• st opposed the IIOtlon by Moulana Hasrat Mohan13 1n the Con-

1. Ambedkar, B.F. - Tho~t s on Pak~ stan - page - 153 

2. QUOted 1n Aml;»eCJkar's Thought on Pakistan .. pnp -149-150. 

3. Ambedkar B.R. - Thoughts on Pakistan - Page .. 2?6. 
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gress S8ssione Desp1te the enthusiasm ot the younger section 

Gandhi, aided by the toneervatlves wae suocessful in the tl

nal rejection of the resolution. "So ~Idpassioned was his 

(Moulana Haarat Mohan 1 , s) eloquence I said Subhas Chandra Bose: 

and so respons1ve vas the audience that one 1'el t as it t~ 
I 

resolution would be oarr1ed by a large maJori ty·. But Gandhi 

would not allow the Congress to go "into depths unfathomable". 

In the League session also the 1ndependence resolution 

was hotly disoussed. Honourable Raja Ali and other old guards 

stood aga1nst the resolution and oompelled MOulana Hasrat Ko

han!, the Pres1dent ot the sess10n to d1aallo1-1 an open vote 

on the issue. Houlana Mohan1, however, vas strongly in favour 

ot the resolution personally and 2got gaoled tor h1s impass1on

ate Pres1dential speeoh. The resolut10n taced the same fate 

1n the ~latat C ttee session also. The net result 

Gandhl tr'" mpheda He would not go beyond non--vlo1ent-non...oo

operation tor the attainment 01' the wSwaraJ·, as he understood 

it. 

The I18.S8 movement that Gandhl had started soon went be--

yond h1s control. There was 8xol tement. People were not yet 

in a mood ot working 1'or his IOODatruot1ve Programme". 'fhe ex .. 

oit mob soon lost the 1'l~e l1ne of distinction between 
• 

non ... violent-non-oo-operatlon and anti Government r1sing. Ph1-

losophy of Gandh1' a movement was too 8ubt1e tor his tollowers 

to oompreh"nd. Indisoiplined and exo1ted mob oould always Ro 

to excess and it did. TheIS s an aooident at Chaur10haura 1n 

1. BoBe, S.C. - i'he Indl&ll struggle - paae - 8'4. 
, 

2. fJhoudhury. B.M. - Kual1D Politlos in Ind1a .. Pale ... 25. 
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the Un1ted Prov1noes though Ganc1h1 had not foreseen 1t. 1"0n 

Februar1 4, 1922, twenty one Po11cemen and a rural watohman 
I 

were mobbed and a Pollce station was sat on tire. 

~1s inoident convlnoed Ganabl of the 1mpraotloab111t1 of 
, , 

hls 'Construotive Programme. He oried a hal t. The entire move--

ment was oalled ott. '11th It the Xh11afat movement oame to an 

end. 

The end 'Was too sudden and none was prepared tor suoh an 
".)"\. ....... 

abrupt ending. Hopes had gone h1gh whioh nOli .... almost dashed 

to the ground. It inturiated people.rOld and young, both ot the 

congress and the Kh1latat Committee. But here too the1 proved 

inetfeot1ve against one man, Gandh1. Jawharlal Hehru aptly g1ves 

the reaot1on t~ 

r£ 
'1~e sudden suspension of our mevement atter tIle Chaur1 .. 

ohaura incldent was resented, I thInk. by a' moat al~ tre prom1-

nent Congress leaders - nther t}~ Gandhi of oourse. My father 

(who was in gaol at that time) was muoh upsot by It. The younger 

pe~le vere naturally even more agitated. Our mountIng hopes 

treUmbled to the ground and th1s mental reaotion was to be expeot .. 

ed. What troubled us e19n DlOI-8 vere the reasons given tor this 
2-

suapenslon and the oonsequences that seemed to tollow trom them" • 
• 

Cont1nu1ng Jawbar1a' wr1tes on the same aooount I 

rlohaura may have been was a deplorable ooourreno~.and ~hol-

11 opposed to the spir1t at the non-v1olent movementJ but were~x 

a remote Village and a mob of exoited peasants 1n an out-or-the-

• 
• 

1. Will s, L.F.R.- India ln 1922-23 - Page - 269 

2. lfehru, Jaha:t-lal - An Autoblography' .;. page .. 82. 
~ [li,:A 
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place go1ng to put an end, tor some tilDe at least, to om- nat1-

.t~Jgg1e for tfeedoa , I~ this vas the inev1table oonse-

r Doe ot a apolaio aot ot v1olenoe, then surely there vas BOlle

thing laoktng 1n the Philosophy and teohnique ot a non-v1olent 

st~lggle tor treedom. For 1t seemed to us to be 1mpossible to 
I 

guarantee aga1nst the ocourrenoe ot sOlIe suoh untoward inoident·. 

The last chanoe tor the 1b11atat1ata to revive their 1I0V~ 

ment vas lost when Xustata JCamal took whatever w1nd the1' had in 

the1r ss11 out by t1rst replaclng the Ihallta 1n 1922 without any 

temporal power and then by the abo11t1on ot the Kh1latat 1tself 

10 October 1924. The Ind1an Musaa1mans protested aga1nst the .bo-

11 t10n ot the IChUata t but Mustata Kamal did not P83' any heed to 

it. H.H. the Agha. Khan and eyed Ameer Ali published a letter pro';' 

test1ng the abo11 t10n ot the Khllatat but KaiQal alleged that 1Ue_ 

se peraons were the henohmen ot the Br.! tish, -and they have no 

right to speak tor I 

!he 1h1latat vas B lost cause and the movement ended in tal-

lure. ~e Pan-Isl 1am had beoome a1most an art1cle ot taith with 

the Indlan Muslim KhUatatlsts a1noe 1912.'l'he1 had been oomplete-

11' obl1v1ous at their 01111 problems. '!'hey had g1ven up Jobs and 

Schools to save the DuLl.lta and his terr1tory but the I'h'latat 

ended not beaause at the BritiSh Government. but beoause' ot the 

~lut1on8r,. ohanges 1n the Kb8.J ita' 8 0.11 country. In the bargain 

the Ind1an Kuala.. pa1d verry dear17. '!'he progresa they had· bean 
I 

1ng 1n the field ot eduoat1on and Jobs 18CelY8d A rude Shook 

trom wh10h the1' took a long time to revive. Psyohologloally the1' 

vere a crost-tal1en people. , 

• 

I ,.'. ' I - - (,\ , t.. ,I ,- , ',\ 1 . .,1.. \. / ~ .. 

-'1 "0 _e , M - HUslia India ~ Pale - 215. 
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• 

The death of the Kh'lafat movement restored the All 

Indla MuSlim League to life. eo long as the Khl1afatists 

held the imaginat10n of the people, the Musltm League met 

only to endorse what the Khl1afatlsts deoided and the Con

gress dittoed. The League had gone so much into the baok

ground that on oocaslons its meet1ngs did not have the pro

per quoram ot attendanoe. The League had lost 1ts indepen~ 

dent existenoe. The politioal 1deals ot thA League become 

almost identioal "with those of the Congress so muoh so that 

many people began to look upon the Congress and the League 

• as the two sides of the same coin". Tb~ League had no inde-

pendent sessions between 1917 and 1922. It met simultaneous

ly with the 1Ol31afat COlwlllttee and the Congress. Even the 

newly started Jamlat ul Ulama, an organisatlon of the Mus-

11m devine swl th Moulana Mahmoodul Ha.ss~ as its head, ro se 

into greater from1nence than the League did. 

W1th the breakdown of the Kbllatat movement again the 

oamp of the Musl1ms was broken up. The lead1ng Mus11m perso

nalities lost the oohesive bond that ~ept them together)du~ 

ring the eventful days that preceeded. The failure of the mo

vement got them frustratod and they broke up each accord1ng 
I e 

to his lnolinations.. Azad 'ohose tho All India Nat1ons' Con-
t. 

gress l , this time no longer a Pan~ISlam18t but a pure natlona-

list. Though Mohammad Ali ~·stuok to the effete KhUafat C~,,~~ .. . 
1. Kar1m, Rezaul .. For Ind1a and Islam - Page - 107 
2. AlberWll, A.H ... Makers of pa):' stan - Palla - 142 
3. Ib1d .. Page - 142. 
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WOIIHlL.L.ttoe t and al so pres1ded over the & oonada se ssion 

(1923) of the Indian Natlona' Congress, he was already 

sh1fting his emphasis on the Muslim League. Mahmoodul 

Hasan and many other mamas llke h~m stuok to the Jamiat ... 
WCA.C..... 

in preferenoe to the League and pol1tioally more inolined 

" to the Congress. 

These shifting of the emphasis were s1gnif1oant as the 

f011tlos in India had started baok to the posit1on before 

the annulment or the Bengal Parti t1on. Communal.lsm again 

raised its head, this t1me in a violent manner. 

Gandhi bY' Joining and in fact by leading the KhUafat 

movement had sought to build an Un1ted lrOnt. But the d1 g.. 

1nte~at1on of the Khilafatlsta had violently shaken that 

Unity. And what was more eaol1 group ~ Muslim P811-IslBIDists 

and Hindu NationaJ.1sts - fl'ustrated as they were, sought to 

lay blame on eaoh other for the fal'ure~ 

The Muslims tel t the heaviest brunt of tho Kh11afat mo-

vement and all for noth1ng. A seot1on of them blamed the me ... 

thad of non-v1olent-non-oo-operatlon. Others resented the 

sudden reoall of the movement by Gandh1. The latter smell~ 

ad maat in Gandh1' s IIOt1ve and 90 in Hindu motive. They had 
• 

experienoed wi th H1ndu leadersh1p and failed. The natural 

reaotion was the bittel'ness against the Hlndus_-bol'n out of 

tx·ustratlon. Among the Hindu National 1.-ts aga1n a seotion 
, 

grew who beoame bitter against the Muslims. SUffioient eau~ 

se WD.S n.lready there in the 1noidents dur1ng the Moplah r1-
, 

slng, whlohwoul,d have been posalbly forgetten had the Kh1-
I 

lafat movellent - 8 .trugglc against the Br1 tlah CJovernaent -

had suoo8eded. The failure, however, brought the 1noldenta 
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in magn1fied proport1ons back to their memory. The stage was 

thue eet tor OOlmuunal enmity to break out in open violenoe • 
• 

Eaoh suspioions of the other the Hindu and Muslim intere

sts came to a clash over the future administrative set Up of 

North West tl'Ontier prov1nce. "In the Punjab the standpo1nt 

of one vehemently oonfi1cted wi th that of the other! The old 

aauae 1.e. the r1vaJ.ry about Jobs and services was already 

there to develop into new and magn1fied dimens10ns in the el1-

mate of mutual susp1cions. 

00 tulal riot aot na1ly broke out in 1922 a rew months 

atter the non~v1olent-non~oo-operation movement was called 

Breaklng out o~ oo~~una1 r10t was as much a 

failure of Gandhi's attempt to forge out a communal harrnoney 

as was a manifestation of the utter tmpracticabl11t1es of 

the soheme of non-vl01ent-non-Co~operat1on movement. What 1s 

significant the failures were due to reasons beyond oontrol 

of individuAl leadere 1noluding Gandh1 hlmeelr. Cotmtry wae 

not prepared for either of them. The mass lacked the train

ing in non-violent-non-oo-operat1on and there were too many 

aBuses of commWlal enm1 ty. The leaders, however, oame oul 
• 

to paCify their followers and to p!'osorve the COI!III:Iunal peace. 

There were ind1vidual effort. as much as organisat1onal at

tempts to restore peaoe and ha.rmoIlJ~. 

, 
The L~a~'.le tOQl~ the lead. It met at LtlCknow on March 31, 

1923 with Mr. Bhurgri ~n the cha1r. Its de11berat1ons after 

• 

• 

1. WU11ems, R - India 1n 1923-24 - Page 248. 
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several years were ooncf~rlled wi th Indian Problems. -After 

oondomning the Lyod George l s Government for their alleged 

ant1pathY towards the Indian Mueealmans - the League dell-
• 

berated upon the deterioration of the communal relations 

in India and as a way out of 1 t suggested the conclusion 

ot an Ind1an National Pact with the co~Operatlon of all 

other important political organisation in Ind1a such as the 

Indian National Oongress. the Khilatat Oomm1ttee, the Sh1-

romon1 Guadwara Prabanahak Committee, the Jam1at ul-Ulama, 

the Hindu Mahashabha eto.' The League formed 1ts own Committee 

to go into the matter and wished other organisat1ons to fOl'W 

similar oommittees which JoL~tly were to discuss and conclu~ 
.1,/' 

de the Paot on the basis of the following terms s· 
I 

(a) IJf3afeguarding the rights of different Commun1ties 

espeoially of the minorities br fixing Up proportion of re

presentation of the various oommun1t1es in all the Counoils, 

Municipal bodies, Local Boards, Panohayets, Universities 

and the serv1ces, the small m1norities to get reprosenta

tion in oxoess of the1r population, these to be given from 

Hindu and Muslim mombers. 

(b) "Perfeot freedoa in re11gious RfXBR obsorvance of 

various sects inhabiting India. Complete respeot for all re

l1g1o~ and religious obseI'vance 8 and susoept1 bUi tie s 01' 

various sects by other seats. This freedom would 1nolude the 

right of preaoh1ng and spreading the various relig10N, p~ 

v1ded no torce, ~t1midation, coerOion, or any other untalr 

means are adopted. 

I 

• 

1.' K1 tI'. - Indian Annua' Register Vol. I - Pa.ge 935-93S. 
1923. 

2. M1 tra ~ Indian Annual Rag! ster Vo1. I -page 936 
1923. 
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(0) Settlement of questions leadlng to differences and 

conflict e.g., Cow preservation, Dusher~, Muharram, Rat~ 

Jatra procession, Sikh Dlwans music before mosques and sh-. 

rlnes and the rocogn1tion of H1ndusthanl (~du or H1ndi) 

as the official language of India with Pers1an and Deva .. 

N9.grl scripta. Arb1tration Boards to be appointed 1n each 

provlnoes and each district to prevent communal friction 

and to arbitrate in case of dispute". 

if 
The aentiments of tho Leag~e were reCiprocated by the , 

Congress when it met s1x months later in Delh1: It too for-

med a CODiluittee to prepare alI1l draft for National Pac'-. The 

drafts was prepared and subm1tted to the All India Congress 

Comm1ttee for adoption by the Cooonada sess10n of the Con

grese.dK~~IX".X.t!Ntf~x~he Congress draft wae signifi

cantly s1lent about the conanunal representation in rogar.d 

to power and OfI"'Cl(Jes~ while tho League had made it the1r ,t, 
first point. It seems that the Congress did not go into the 

cause of CODlDlunal problems. Mr. C.R.nas, the prominent Ben ... 

gal representat1ve to the Indian National Congress put up 

a draft of the Bengal Paot fOl· adoption by the Congress. 

The Bengal paot of Mr. Das sought to el1n11nate the cause 
"Z 

of fr1ction .vlt prov1ded for 50% Governmt!nt Jobs to the Mus-

salmans and 60 to 40 percent representat10n of the maJor~ty 

and m1nor! ty oommtml ties on all local hod.1e s. But the Hindus 

of almost every polit1cal shade of opin1on opposed the Bengal 
, 

Pact and the draft was th.rtJwn out of the Congress session • 

• 

1. Ambedkar, 1LR. - Thoughts 6n pakistan .. Page 306 
I 

2. W1lliams J R. .. Ind1a in 1923- I 24. Page .. 260 
• 

3. Ib1d.. Page .. 260 •. 
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Meanwhile a seotion o~ the Hindus started the 9uddh1 mo-
• 

vement for reconverting the Mllsl1me to Hinduism. RaJputana 

wag their main centre'. FurthAr the Dndu Mt\hashabl11l which 

was reorganised in 192:!, ~'1ts sUppoY't to the 9uddh1 move ... 

ment as well as to the Sanghathan1ets, who sought to revive 

the Hindu mU1tant spir1t. Besides the aotivit1es of tile 

above organisations there were a fe,~ leading in1l1v1duals who 

act1 vely supported tho se pro gralil.ue ~ Swami 

was one of them. 

The activities of these Hindu organisations and ind1v1 .. 

duaJ s reaoted on the Muslims who sought to oounteract them 

if not also to retaliate. 2Qu1te a large number of Muslims 

under the leadersh1p of Dr. Salfudd1n Kitchlew organised 

the Tanzeem and Tabllgh movement s, exactly wi th the similar 

Purp9se - namely to revive militant spirit aMong the Muslims 

and to preaoh Islam. 

The cry fOl" e stab11 shment of Comr:nmal peace whioh was 

raised by the AIML and eohoed by the Indian National Con-

gress was sure to drown itself 1nto the wilderness in suoh 

explosive and tense state of communal Je~ousaes. Violence 
• 

instead of abating began to mount Ul number of incidents 

and magnitude of their horror and ruthlessness. The year 

1923 was one of Hindus and Muslims ~g eaoh others · ~ · 

throa&. 3Amritaar, Mu1.tan, MoradAbad, Meerat, Alla."1a.ba.d,' 

• 
1. Ibid ~ Pa8e .;. 258. 

2 •. India in 1924-29 Page 302 

3. Ibid" Page 301. 

• 

• 

, 
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Ajm~, Jubbalpur, Panlpat, AGra, Ra1 Barily were scenes of 
• 

bloody riots and that a.t Shah11anpul" exceeded them all in 

brutalities. Tho picture was equally gloomy in the follow

ing year when the riots broke out in new areas, towne, and 

c1 t1c e. Riots had .~rt~ad to Bengal and Bihar, the U.P. and 
• 

the punjab maintaining its ~ar11Ar record •• The out brea..'c at 

Kohat was tho most terrible~ The immediate cause of the out~ 

break nf l"iot at Kohc~t was the publica:t1. on of a pamphlet by 

Sana.tan Dhar'ma Shabha which bltd tho attack on Islam as ita 

main themcl Tho chain of reaction followed in various parts 

of the country, Calcutta and Allal1abad figuring prominent 
• 

among them. 

But the Lea~~e did not loee heart. It inltiatod another 

attempt fOl" a.chieving the Hindu 1,tualim Unity. Jinnall declared 

that the Hindu ... Mus11m sottlement wa.B the pre ... requ1si te for tl1e 

success of any ear' of const1tutional movement in the country • 
• 

The Council of the League B.t it B meeting held in 1-!arch, 1924 

decid.ed to hold'the session of tl1e League at Lahore in May with 

Mr. Jlnnah in the chair. ~The seesion was to emphasise on the 

achievement of Hindu-Muslim unity on the pB,ttern of Luclmow 

Pact I and also to obtain proportional ropre senta,tion fOl"' tl1c 

Muslims in the country's local bOdies, legislatures and in 
tV . 

the services. Accordingly the session of the League was held 

in May. ~Mr. Jinnah in his Presidential address Analysed the 

fal1Ul~e of the boycott movements, but he urged to take the 
~ . 

good out of the past mistakes. He emphasised the noed 

1. Ibid - Page - 32t 

2. Alberunl, A.H. - Makers of Pakistan pago -~ 201· 

3. Mitra - Indian Q,ua:r'terly'RegiRter 1924, ~lol. I • 
• 

• 

• 
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for S'tm.raJ but to him nswraj 1£1 almost interchangeable tel'W 

~dth Hindu. Muslim tUllty ". Elaborating hie theme he said 

~'If we neh to be free peopie, let us -unite, but if we wish 

to oontinua Slaves of BureaAoracy, let us fight amonget our" 

eelves and gratify petty vanity over petty Matters. English

men being our arbiters." f 

The League under the inspiring leadership of Mr. J1nnah, 

repeatedly cried for Hindu-Musl1m tn'l1ty, ~hUo the picture in 

the country oontinued to be dar};: and grim. Tho,t some poa1tive 

aotion for the H1ndu~uBltm eettle~ont was needed began to be 

felt by all ehadee of public o¢n19n, bllt '\-yhat that e'bep should 
. 

be was still undecided. At last Mr. Gandhi came fo~~ard with 

his new teclmique - fasting - to stop the riots. ~lg fast com

menced on September 19, and within eight days on September 26, 

1924, leadere from almost all po11t10'81 shades ot OJ)ln1on 9l1d 

organisations attended B oonferenoc at Delhi, with a view to 1 

find out waya and meane for Hindu-Muslim tU11ty~The oonference 
~ 

was a repreeente.t1ve nne. Anti thef.b exoresaione of fine senti-
/' -

mente, but nothing tangible oame out of the deliberations. As 

the Congress session of 6000nada failed to face facts this OonN 

ference also shelved the problems. No satisfactory decision 

about communal representations in public bodies and servioes 
• 

was taken. Naturally the corrollsr1e s IJ) relating to music be

fore mosque and Cow slaughter also baffled solution. .. 

• 

The Delhi Oonferenoe of september 1924 was soon followed 

by an 4Al1 Po.rt1ee Leaders' Conference at Bombay~under the aUe-

1. Ibid. • 
, 

2. Indian 1n 1924-25 - page - 321 

3. India in 1924-25 .. page - 3Z? 
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pioce of the Indian National Congress. Th18 Con{7esa sponaored. 

unity Conferenoe which met on November 21st. had apparently 

failed to appreoiate the 1mportance of 'tho solution of the 

Communal quest10ns and placed greater emphas1s on the Bcheme 

for SWaraJ. The Conferenoe couJ.~ not agree on communal. repre

sentations, an agreement upon whioh wae the persistent demand 

of the League as a proltm1nary for constitut1onal advanoement 

of the country. Fa1ling to aoh1eve any poeit1ve re~u1t the Con-

terenoe ended after fOl'Ul1ng a sub- oornm1 ttee wi th repre sentat1 ve a 

from almost all po11tloel. organisations," "The su1J..oCoIilIlllttee Was 

to draw up a sbheme of BWaraj incl uding the solution of the 

communal que stlon and subrni t the ssme by Maroh 31, 1925 for oon .. 

I 
81derat1on by the next All Parties Conferenoe. 

The t~ Conferenoes which met in quiok succession at Del

hi and Bombay, therefore. ended 1n failure. Th~oOuld not find 

out any solut1on for the OOllllllunal tension. The reaul t of this 

fa1lure was d1sastrous. It oonfirmed the suspicion. of the mi

nor1 ty about the motives of the majority oolinnunity. 

The apparent unity among the leaders of various political. 

organieat1one .;. . both Hindu and }Iuellms was already sllO'u1ng 
• 

e1gns of oracks. The All Ind1$ Xh11afat Committee was the 

first to point out th1s craok. While meeting s1multaneously 

With the Congress at Belgaon in 1924 Dr. K1tcbleu one of the 

Kb1lafat1at leaders openly dJapplauded the stand taken by t:p.e 

Muel1me in respect of their oODlmunal rights and oondemned the 

Hlndu ag1 tat10n 1n the Ptmjab. ~ 

• 
1. Ibid';" Page ... ~27 • 

2. India 1n 192~25 .;.. Page - 329 • 

• 
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The hands of the League were thus strengthened by the 

support of the Xh11afat Comm1 ttee. The ·League had proposed 
• 

pract1cal solution of COlIU!iunal Problem as early as Maroh, 

1923 but no tangible steps 'tfsre taken by others to strengtlh

en the League demands with1n two years which saw terrible 

outbreakB of oOOlDW\al riot s in too country. 

'The annllA' Bession of the AM, that met in Bombay on 

Dec8Cl'ber 30. 1924 wi th Mr. Raja Ali in the Chair e:&pressed 

I 
support for the KhUafa.tlsts t views. ·It felt the need fore 

the unity ot the Mussnlmans and pl'OposEMl a Oonferenoe of 

various MuFJ11m organisations at an early date. In moviWg 

the resolution for a unity Conferenoe of the Muel1l!ls Mr. 

J1nnah mad~ it olear that ~thc ~bJeot of suoh unity was 

not to qUllrI'el w1th the Hindu COrBmtUllty btlt with a view 

to uni te and oo--operate wi th them for the good of the mo ... 

therland. v 

The deliberations of the League had an Wldertone of 

desperat10n at the existing state of affairs. The Pres1den~ 

tial. eAdre 9S of Mr. Raja All olearly Sllmma.ricod the develop-

ment 1n the OO'.Dltry sinoe the oalling off ot tho tNon-oo-ope-
~c3 

ration movement·. IThe collapse or the non-eo-operat1on 
• 

movement· observed }.ir. RaJa Alii, has been followd by oir-

o1lID etanoes wh10h its promoters d1d not and oould not foresee • 
• 

• 
Not only have CODUlJ1W18l. disturbanoes brought to the surfaoe 

the irme%' working or the minds Or considerable seotions ot 
• 

1. Ibid - Page - 329 · 
• 

2. A:DOedlrar, B.R. - 'l'houghts on Pak1stan. Page - 321 

3. Indian QURrte~lY Register 1924 Vol. II. 
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the population, but the leaders of pub11c op1nion div1dod into a 

number of Part1es have been unable to secure unanimaty for a oom-
• 

mon pro~raI!lJlle to be put before the country". 

But the League was possiblY crying to save a sinking ship-ship 

of common platfol'm for cOl.ll1try 1 e political:' advanoement. 

Crack soon developed into an everwiden1ng gap in 1925. 4 Riote 

raged in eav~fury in Caloutta, Delhi, Bombay ann in the U.P.Thc 

oocasion for mQst of them was the Muslim ceremony of Bakr I'd - aao-
I riflce of cows. Unlike in 1923 leaders spoke not so much for peaoe, 

but as f.or putting reepons1b1l1ty on t~ Opposite camp - camp based 

on religious grouping. There were provooations in speeohes an~ dee~ 

,from both sidAS and hopes for peace had vani siled in the air.Lead .. 

ers did not feel ashamed of admitting their inability of solving 

the communal protaem. Mr. Gandhi, in a very significant speech de~ 

l1vered 

ell! 

1-
at Mlrzapur in Caloutta on May 1, 1925 said :-

have admitted my 1ncomptetence. I have admitted that I have 

been found wanting as a plVelcian prescribing a cure for this mala,dy. 

I do not find tlmt either Hindus or MU9salmane are ready to accept 

my ow."e and therefore I simply nOl\".a-days confine myself to 8. pa.ss

ing mention of th1a problem and content myself by saying that some

day or other we Hindus and Mussalmans will he.ve to coma together if 

we want the deliverance of our oountry; and if it is to be our lot 

that before we can come together we must shed one anothcr 1 e blood, 

then I say, the sooner we do so the better it is for us. If we pro-

pose to break one another's head. let as do so in a manly lrlay; let 
• 

us not, then, shed 

, 

1, India in 1925-26 page • 4. 
• 

2. India in 1925-26 ~ Pago - 11-12 • 

• 

• 

• 
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orocodile tears, lot us not ask for sympathy from any q1aar-
• .. 

ter &f you do not p~poge to give any q~rtor. That is wllat 

I have to say about Hindu-Muslim unity" • 

• 

This frUstration in the minds of the prominent loaders 

helped the oause of growing H1ndu~Musllrn tension allover 

India. The Hindu~Musl1m unlty apparently seemed to be a lost 

oause. By the end of 1926 both the members of tIle Khllatat 
" 

-
COlwnlttee and of the All India Musl1m League started oriti-

oising the Hindus for their attitude towards tho Muslims. 

Sir Abdur Rahim in his presidential address to the Annlm1 

session of tho All India Muel1.m League held at Aligarh on 

the 30th and 31st Deoember tf)udeplored the attaoks on the 

[I Musllm oommunity in the form of Buddhi, S&.ngathan and Hin

du Mahashabha movements and activities led b1 politioians 
L 

like Lala Lajpat Ra.1 and Swami Shradhananda". The Muslim 

League was futiven to this extreme by the individual utter

ranoes of Hindu leaders of a very provooative nature and 

that in a very tanse atmosphere of Hindu"Muslim enmity.The 

president of the League took note of these utteranoes and 
""V'" 

deolared 1-

~u Some of the Hindu leaders had spoken publioly of dr1 vlng 

out Muslims from India as Spaniards expelled Moors from 

Spain.- Mussa'mans would be too big a moutllful tor their iI 

H1ndu friends to swallow. Thanks to the artifioial condl-

tiona Wlder whlch they lived they had to adm1 t that Hindus 
• 

were in a posit1on of great advantage and even the English 

had learned to dread their venomons propaganda. Hindus were 

1. Ambedkar, B.R •. - Thoughts on Pakistan .;. page';' 345 

2. Ibid - Page - 345. 
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equally adept in tho art of b~littling 1n every ~. possible 

the best Mussa]mans 1n tub110 pos1tlone except1~e only thcso 

who had subscribed to tho Hindu politioal creed. They had in-
• 

faot by their provocative and ag~8s've oonduct made it clear

er than ever to tlle Muslims that tho latter could not entrust 

their fate to Hindus and must adopt every possible measuro 
• 

of self defence". The Musltm League had been driven from 1ts 

positive attitude ot establishing H1nd~Kusl1m unity to the 

negat~ ve one of defending tIle vel'Y existence of Muslims in 

India. Gandhi 1 s helplessness oertainly 1nfluenc~d this radi" 

oal change in the attitude of the Muslim League. 

While leaders and organisations looked on helplessly the 

oommW'laJ. fury went on in all 1 ts savagery in 1926. tiThe nare

up was occasioned by the Musl1m festival. of Eakr--I1d and 
l 

scenes of terl~1ble riots wore aalcutta, Delh1 and Allahabad. 

In fact, celebrat10ns of Bakr !'d beoame a permanent souroe 

of anxiety for the COIMl1..U1al riots usod to flare up on that 

occasion centering round the question of ooW"sacr1fioe by the 

Muslims. As a MuSlim member of the Legislat1ve ASBembly.~sa1d 

the same year owe cannot enjoy our home11fe happily nor do 

our fe et1val s bring any joy to us." "On the occasion o"f every 

fe sti val .the had added n more misery and sorl~OW lA caused 
1- · 

1n every house u• The gravity of the 1nter-commun~ riots be~ 

oame the chief oonoern of Lord Irw1n~'6 
W Vice-roy in an appeal made from Simla 

Government"And the 
• 

on Jply 1? urged U in 

the name of India's national life and "in the name of reli

gion lt for the estab11shment of communal. peaoe and harmony.3 
• 

• 
1. India in 1926 .;. 27 " Page .;. 7 

2. Ibid ~ Page ~ 10 

3. India 1n 1926~2? .;. Page ~ 7. 
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.. 
But no heed was pa1d to the V~~e';'roy1 s appeal. 

A fanatical pathan murdered SWami eut'dhananda on Decem-

bar 23. 1926 and much ooltu!'llD1al out- bUl~ets were not1oed in 

reaction. The Swami was hated by the Mussalmane as he was 

a ohamp1on ot Sudh1 movement and had in taot reconverted 

a number of RaJput MU9salmans baok to Hinduism. 

d Tho Vioeroy repeated h1s appeal tor communal harmony 

in an andre ss to the Legi slat! ve Assembly on August 20, 1927: .. 

II am not exaggerating, It he said, "when I say tr.at du

ring the 17 months'that I have been in Ind1a, the whole land .. 

soape has been overshadowed by the lowering ~ouds ot oommu-

nal tens1on, which have repeatedly disoharged the1r thunder-

bolts, spreading far throughout the land their d~vastating 

havoc". IIIn leas than eighteen months", cont1nued tIle Vice-

roy, II so far as the ntunbcre are available, the toll taken 

by th1s bloody strife has beon between 250 and 300 killed , 
and ove~ 2,500 injured". In the conolusion of h1A speeoh 

Lord Irwin 8UGgeet~d for a Conference of the Hindu- Muslim 
. 

leaders which would help the easing of tension between the 

two oommun1ties • 

'The V1oeP07' 8 appe~ was followed by a meet1ng ma1n .. 
') 

1,. of the members of the Leg1s1ati va Assemb17 held 1n Stml a.--' 

Ml~. J1nnah was eleoted Chairman. The meeting faUeQ. to agree . ~ 

on the soope ot disouss1on. The Muslim leaders insisted on 

the solut1on of bas10 po11tical problems. while tIle Hindus 

were unwilling to go beyond soo1al and relig10us grievanoos. 

The m1stake was repeated and e~en when d1sou8elon was ltmited 
• 

1. India in 1927';'28 - Page';' 17 • 
• 

2. Coatman, J. - India 1n 1927 .. 28', page';' 19. 
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to "Cow"mualo" questions l.e. Jthe question of oow ... Alaughter 

and mus10 before mosque, these off shoobs of the basio pro~ 

blec8 found. no solution. The Legislators a:;rced virtually 
• , 

on nothing. 

It' 
The attempt for Hindu Muslim t.mity was repeated by 

sr1n1vas A1yanger at Caloutta on Ootober 27, 192~j Neither 

League nor Mahashabha were represented in the d1soussion 

whioh ended with a suggestion for the solution of "Cow

mus1o" question and wi th an appeal and hope that no side 

would g1ve oause of offence to the othAr. 

All attempts at OOIlDnmlal ~rmony found~n the ques

tion of basic politioal issues. The country was going thro

ugh blood';'baths, and intel"-conurttUlal fights; but at the same 

time was drawing nearer when the Ind1ans, Hindus and Mus ... 

l1ma were to decide the course of act10n necessary for get ... 

t1ng an add1 t10nal instalment of self-Government which was 

provided in the W1919 Constitut1on •. '1-

The Muslim League felt the urgent neoessity of an agree

ment among the polit1oal part1ee in India in order to press 

~ tor un1 tea demand on the Bri tl sh Govt. Mr. Jinnah f11'lIlly 

believed that the Hindu-Muslim unity was the pre~requ1site 
3 

for SwarnJ. But the Hindu-Muslim un1ty, the League folt~ 

could be achieved only after the euep101one of the minor1 ... 

t7 had beon allayed by L~ agreement on oertain basio poli-
• 

1. Ibid - page ~. 20. 
2. The Govt. of Ind1a Aot 1919 provided that after the 

expiry of a period of every ten years a. Royal oommie-
eion is to be appo1nted whioh Should enquire and ~e
port the working of the system of Oovt. and suggest 
~or further improvement or restriction. Rof.Seotion 
84A.Govt. of Ind1a Aot 1919. 

3. Presidential address of Mr. J1nnah in the League ses
sion ot 1924 held at Lahore.Ref. Sup~a - 8 
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t1cal deroand.s of the Muslim m1nority. The Hindu-Muslim riots, 

tho League had oorrectly analysed, l'lere due to those susp1-

cions of one community on the motives of the other and not 

actually for the cow and musio Which were mere pretexts tor , 

fiare Up. Accord1ng to the League the interoor.ununal ha,rmony 

could be achieved if the polit1cal parties agreed to the ba

oic demands of the Muslims. These demands were enunciated in 

the annual session of th~ All India Muslim League held a.t Luc .... 

know on 31 st March. 1923. i They included safeguard for d1f1"e-
. 

rent minority cOlmnunlt1es and determination of their share 

or representation in Legislatures and othor publio oodles 
I 

and in services. These were further elaborated next year 

into six basic prinoiples of SwaraJ four of whioh dealt 

With minority safeguards. The reQalning two suggested auoh 

const1tut1onal development in India as woul.! be acceptable 

to Muslim polit1cal opinion represented by the All India 

Muslim League. 

The two demands were :-

1. The existing Provinces of India shall all be united 
under a Federal form of Government. Each Province 
shall have full and complete Provincial autonomy J 

and the function s· of the Cen tral Govt. will be con ... 
firmed to matters of General and common conoern •. 

2. AnY territorial readjustment that might at any time 
beoome necessary shall not 1n any way effect tho Mus" 
11ms majority population in the Punjab, BengaJ. and 
North West Frontier Province. 

TheAe demands of the Muslim League regarding the consti

tutional 9R-feguards of the Mussalmane and other minori tie s 

in India ware reiterated in the Allg8rh sess!on of the Lea
held in 1925. AIn this session the League 

gue/adopted a new resolution urg1ng the Govt. to give effect 

to the majority Report of the Frontier enquiry Oommittee~of 
• 

1. Coatrnan, J - India 1n 1925a-26. Page - 79. 
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. 
1922. This report proposed certa1n ohanges in the sc,mlnlstra-

, 

tlve and legal maohinery inCluding the applicat10n of the re~ 

formed constit'ltion in the Province, the reorganisation of 

the Jud1ciary and the introduction of the system of eleotion 

to tIle local bodies. In those days North \'lest Frontier Fro .. 

'.1'1!1CO and Bal uohlstan, the two ov(\r'\-1helm1!lg Muel1rn maJor1 ty 

areas were the only regions "Thore no po11t1cal refol'lns had 

ever been introduced as in other parts 1n Br1t1sh India.Hon

ne it became a vital question with the All India Muslim Lea-

guo to secure refOl~g for these regions. In March iHEa, a 

member of the All India Muslim League, Moulavl Sayed Mortu~ 

saheb Bahadur brought a resolution in the Central LegiSlature 

that ~UTh1s Assembly reoommends to the Governor General 1tl 

Council that he be pleased to extend to the North West Fron~ 

tier Provinoe the Prov1sions of the Government of India Act 

whioh relate to LegiSlative Councils and the appointment of 

mInisters, etc., wi th protection to the m1no!'lties"~ ~le 

resolution was strongly opposod by Pandit Madan Moll9.n Mala,... 

vya, Dewan Bahadur Rangachar1ar and ciGt other Hindu menlbers 

"l-of the Assembly. In the same session of the Legislature Mr. 

Jlnnah moved another 1mportant resolution demanding the 

appointment of a Royal Commission to secure the stability 

of the Government and wil11ng Co~Operatlon of the people. 

But the motion 'fag 10 st. • 

• 

The Proceedings of the Central Legislature (e.g. the 

opposit1on of the Hindu lead~rs towards Frontlel"' Reforms) 

rurther deepened the MuSlim suspicions about the Hindus 

which found express10n in deterioration of the oommunal pro-
t 

1. Coatr.lS.ll, J .;. India in 1925-28 ... page - 105. 

2. Ibid.. PlAg&. .. 106. 
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blem 1n India. 

In the 1926 sess10n the League reiterated its dec1sions 

or the prev10us ~years 1923, 1924 & 1925 and took a posit1ve , 
step for the 1mplementation of ita obJeotives. 4The Leaguo 

appointed a COItDlll ttee consisting of Mr. J1nnah, Sir !bd.1:U' 

Rah1n1, Sir l-!ohaJutlad Shafi, Moulv1 Moha.mr.lad Yakub, Mr. M. , 
Hussain, Sir Ali Imam, and S1r Abdul Qp.iyum. This Comm1 ttee 

was to draft a soheme 1n consultation with 1ts oounterparts, 

11' any, rOlined by other po11t1cal pa.rt1es and put up the 

same to tho Leag'J.e for 1 te consi(lArat1on an1. eventuAl eubnis-

s10n to the Royal ConQn1ss1on, a demand for which was vOioed 

by 1Ir. J1nnah 1n the Central Legislature. 

MeanwhUe the All India Muslim League, in oompl1an ce 

with 1ts resolution of 1924 had been trying to organise a 

Oonferenoe of the representat1ves of var10us Muslim organi .. 

sat10ns in India. ton Maroh 20th, 1927~ A Muslim un1ty Con

ferenoe met in Delhi under the auspioe s of the Musllm Lea-

'-gue. The Conference was pres1ded over by Mr. J1nnah. 

Mr. Jlnnah was so keen on an early Aolut1on of the Com

munal problem Be a step toward.s an agreed formula for Ind1a l A 

po11tioal advancement thnt the Conference announced its deoi

sion to aooept joint eleotorato under oertain oondlt1ons. Th1s 

was a heavy prioe for H1ndu-Muslim unity on the part of Mr. 

J1nnah ~ a v1rtual negation and reversal ar the oldest Muslim 

demand. • 

~ong the oond1t1one for the acceptanoe of Joint eleoto

rate, the Conteronoe proposed I~ 
• 

• 

1. Mitra - Indian Quarterly Register Vol. I. 

2. India 1n 1926-27 - PaGe 11. 
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., (1) separation of Sind as a province from Bombay 
• 

Pre sidenoy. · 

( 2) Introduotion of reforms in Baluchistan and North 
West Frontier prov1noe, in the l1.nes of tho se 
already in operation in other British Provinoes • 

• 
(3) Representation in Bengal and the punjab LegiAla

tures on the bas1e of population. • 

(4) Muslim representation in Central LegiSlaturo shall 
be no lese than one third. T~ first proposals 
meant safeguarding of' Mual 1m intere st wi thout any 

. ha.l'ID, to any other oomtlluni ty. ~!3a~QR~1 I.~ ... 8He 1. 
· ~_. -.-.A...).- ~ O"h.t 

~oould r~aaonablY have any objeotions against theso three con-

ditions"No concession was involved or asked for. 

But in the proposal that the Conferenoe put forward for 

reserving one third of tho seats in Central Legislature, through 

Joint Eleotorate, the Conferenoe was aSking for conoessions 
• 

to Muslims. The Muslims we~ oertainly asking for more than 

their percentage in India would entitle them. 

The controversial pointe relating to sel~ices and inter 

communal Boo1o .. relig1ouB problems were alao discussed in the 

Delhi Conference, but wero deferred for further cons1deration 

subJeot to the acceptance of the ms·ln prOposal by ~fferent 

pOlitical parties in ~~d1a, both Muslims and Hindus. In o~er 

to silence the Muslim objections a~inBt the proposal, Mr. 

Jlnnah, who was the man behlnd them, deolared ~hat these pro

posals were to be accepted or rejected in toto. 
• 

Three days after the Delhi Muslim Conferenoe the Hindu 

members of the CentraJ. Legislature met 1n Delh1 ta oonsider . 

the Muslim proposals: ~heY' agreed w1th the concessions of

fered by tl:le Delhi propo sale .:. namely insti tutlon of Jo int 

electorate. They also agreed to proport10nal r~reBentation 
• 

1. Report of the All parties Conference, published by 
the AICC, Allahabad, page - 18. 

2. Ind1a in 1927 .. 28 page - lS·. 
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in the Legislature. They did not, however, agree with the 
• 

conditions imposed by the Delhi proposals. In fact they 

were not even prep~.rcd to consider and discuss the Muslim 

demande for reservation of one-third eoats in the Oentral 

Leg1s1atUl"e •. The question of re-arrangement of pJ;'ovinces. 

they ~.ned, should be left open for the present. 1Instead 
• 

of solv1ng the poli~ical questions of the Hindu-.MuBl1m pro

blem put forward by the Dolhi proposals, these Hindu Legi&
~-

latora wait to suggest solutions of re11gioMa and social pro~ 
" blems and opened that re11gious and quas1-rellgious rites 

should be safeguarded by speo1fic provisions in the constl-

tut1on. 

II The All India Hindu Mahasr~bha lfhich 'tfaS coming into 

lime light since the outbreak of the Hind~Musl1m riots, 

met in Apr1l and dismissed the Delhi proposals outright 
,........ 

as precature even for d1scussion. 

(fJ 
The Indian Na t10nal Congre es, however, was mOl-'e sym -

pathetic towards the Dell~ proposals. In the session of the 
~ 

All India Congre s s Co-rmni tt eo held 1n May under tIle Pre aident ... 

ship of Dr. Ansari the Delhi Proposals were approved subject 

to s11ght modifications whioh did not materially affect the 
3 

aubetance of the Muslim proposals. 

But in an atmosphere of Conmunal frenzy the Congre s9 , 
waa aleo unable to effect muoh. The fanat1cal Hindu ele .. 

mente 1n the Congross questioned the Congress Rat10n and 

urged for a epeo1al meet1ng of the All Ind1a Congt·ese Com

m1ttee to der.l8lld explanat10ns from the wrk1ng CODlll1ttee"'l 

• 
1. India in 1927-~8 - Page .;. 18". 
2. Ib1d - page ~18. 
3. Ib1d .• page':' 49. 
4. Ibid - page - ~9 

• 
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for piloting the approval of the Deilli propose"le. The special 

meeting was not held, but in effeot the Congress approval 

of the Delhi proposals, in the circumstances did not mean 

much. The organisation failed against ita constituents • 
• 

The Delhi proposals offered to accept a system of Joint 

eleotorate in order to be able to formulate a Joint Hindu 

MuSlim demand for oonstitutional advanoement in the country. 

The v1rtna' rejection of the hand of friendship by the lead .. 

ing Hindus oreated an adverse reaction in the MuSlim circlos. 

By July the opposi tion to the proposals came out in publio. 

A'Y~ik Firoz Khan, the then Minister for Loca~ selr-GOvt. in 

the Punjab in a joint statement signed by 26 other Muslim mem

bers of the punjab Logislative Council, declared in favour 

of the maintenance of the s~arate eleotorate, until it • 

could be abandoned by the oommon consent of both tm commu-
I 

nities, HinduB and Muslims. 

The Delhi Muslim Conference was bald for aohiev-

ing W1ity among the Muslims aJ.so - but the failure of its 

proposals being aocepted by the Hindus threatened to Cl"cate 

division among them also. The unity Conference at Simla held 

und~r the inspiration of Lord Irw1n or the Caloutta oonferen-

oe organised by Srinlvas Aiyenger. were in the circumstances~ 

already doomed to fail. Political India wae unprepared with 
, 

any agreed romula for any constitutional advanoement when 

the Vioeroy announoed the formation of a Royal Commission 
. t 

in a statement made on November 8, 1927. The persond of · 
'V 

the Royal. COlmoiss1on wore all Bri t1sh. They included: Sir 

John Simon (ChB1rraan), Vi aooun t Burnham, Lord StJfratchona, 
I 

1. India in 192'7 '7 28 J Fage 

2. Ibid - page ... 389. 
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E. Cadogan, stephen \tTalsll, George Lane Fox and Clem&ltt Attlec • 
• 

The L~nouncem.nt of the Viceroy was suffioient to stir 

up political activities in India, for 1~ned1atelY the leaders 
• 

of almost every School of thought Joined hands in denouncing 

the constitution of the Commission and its procedure •. ·on 16th 

November, the "Leaders Manifests" oame out in the pressi Mr. 

Jlnnah was 1 ts author and he had by telegraphic message ob

tained ~pproval of its sUpposed @elgnatories - representing 
~ 

the liberal Hindu and Mus11m opinion in India. Jinnah had 

to take recourse to this extraordinary means as he was fight

ing against time. He wanted the authoritative Indian opinion 

to reach the British parliament before they discussed the i9-

Due and came to a final deois1on. 

• 

1. Mitra - Indian quarterly Register 1927 Vol. IV. page 
270. 

2. The ILeaders Manifesto' was published in the name of:-

Sir Dinshaw Petit, Sir Ali Imam, Sir Chimanlal Sital

vad, Sir Abdur Rahim, S1r P. S. Slvas't'lTS,mi Iyer, S1r 

TeJ Bahadur sapru, Sir Flrozc sethna, Sir puruehotam

das Thakurdas, M'lmshi Iswar Sha'PaJl, Yakub Hassan, 

De~' Bahadur Rangaol1B.rlar, Dr. Annie Besant, K.G. 

Neogy, Bepln Chandra PaJ., Lag1 NaranJ1, R.K. Chett1, 

M.A. Jlnnah. Sir Monomohon Das RSDji, M.H. ModY,Mr9. 

Saroj1nl Naidu. Raja Gaynafar Ali, .Dr. Kltchlew~Mr. 

C.Y. Ch1ntamanl, Mohammad Yakub, S.Singha, and Nawab 

Ismail Khan. Ref.Indian Quarterly Registor Vol.IV; 

192? 

• 
• 
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The Manj.festo protested aga.inst exclusion of Indians 

from the C01IlDisB1on and again'st the Provision to consult 

only the Leg1Slators to the exclusion of opinion outside. 

Elaborat1ng, the Man1festo declared -~·The underly1r€ pr1n-
~t1-

clple of the scheme, that Indians are" to have authoritat1ve 

voice e1ther in the colleot1on of proper materials and evi

dence or in the taking of deci sinns by way of rocol'unenda ... 

t10na of the Commission to parliament, 19 of such a charao~ 

ter that Ind1a oannot with any self re~eot acquiess in it. 

Unless a Connnission on wh1ch the British and Indian states-

men are invited to gl~ on equal terms in set up we can-not 

conscientiouSly take any part or share in the work of the 

Commission as at present constituted". 
, 

The manifesto fell on deaf eare. The Houses of parlia. 

ment approved the decision already taken and the J!t1ng-Emperor 

accordAd his approval on November 26. 1927. 

Un1 ty 1n the Muslim ranks which was already craoked at-

ter the Delhi propos8~S, developed into a wide gap on acoount 

of divergent views about the Royal Commission. ~ven the All 

India Muslim League itself split up into two campS~Mr. J1n'" 

nab was already COI!uuitted to boycott the Commission on. the 

issue ot exclusion of Indians therefrom. But Mia Mohammad 

Shnt1. representing mainly tho Ptmjab Provincial Muslim J.,ea

gue opin10n opposed Mr. Jlnnah and offered to co-operate 

w1th the Simon - Commission. 
• 

t. Mltra ~ Ind1an ~lRrterly Register, 1927, Vol. IV. 

2. Coatman, J - India 1n 1927-28. Page ';'81 • 
• 
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This differenoe led to the d1~ute relating to the venue 
• 

of the next session of the All India Muslim League, which ac~ 

cord1ng to a1reVious decision was to b~ held 1n Lahore under 

the Pree1dentehip of Mia Mohal!ll!laii ahat!. 1-!1'. Jlnr.al1 Wtle now 

opposed to this decision and fin a special meeting o~ the Coun

cl1 of the All India Muslim League held at Delh1 on Deuember 

11, 192?, he had the previous decision altered tllrough a nar-
I row maJority~The revised deolsion preferred Calcutta to La~ 

hore. This again evoked protests challenging the legallty of 

the procedure from the Punjab members with whom a few Bengal 

members and also Joined hands. Mia Mohammad Shat"i refused to 

preslde anywhere except at Lahore. ConsequentlY two rival Lea

gue sessions were held in 1927. One at Lahore with Mia MOham~ 

mad Shafi as Pres1dent and. the other at Caloutta with Moulavi 

Mohammad Yakub in the Chair • 
• 

~Both the rival sessions agreed in reiterating the Muslim 

demands asking for separation of Sind and lntroduction of 

refol'ms in Baluchistan and North west Frontier Provinoe. ~ 

'Both again recognised the necessity for an agreed formu

la to be 1ncorporaten a8 the Joint Indian demands. 3 

4Regnrd1ng the question of separate electorate the Lahore 
, 

sesslon was in sayS st811t on its cont1nl.'ance while the Cal outta 

session reoognislng the necessity for it agreed to give lt up 

lf othor demtUide were conceded ~ 

• 

1. India in 192~2'7 Page - 62. 

2. Ib1d ~ Page ~ 62. 

3. Ibid. • 
• 

4. Ibid. 
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to and r~servat1on of Beats for Muslims was provided • 
• 

~!he Oaloutta session decided non-eo-operation with the 
I 

Igimon-soven' "at any stage or in any fOI'm", while the Lahore 
, 

se ssion decided to Bubm1 t: .-"an agreed formula to the Cornnl e

sion or to the British Parliament. The Leaguers, attending 

the Lahore session were, it seems, not sure of themselves. 

The1r meeting at Lahore had not the approval of the majority 

deCision of the League Council and the Calcutta session were 

wi thin their rights when they d1saffU1ated the Punjab Prov1n';' 

o1al Muslim League and condemned Mia Mohanmad Shafi and his 

groUp. 

The two rival sessions alao differed in the procedure 

of arriving at the agreed formula. ~The Lahore session OOllS· 

t1tut'd a 30 men Oommittee to draft a constitution and to d1s-

cuss 1 t wi th non-Muslim oommuni tie s who se Co-operation was 

invoked~ ~The Calcutta session on the otherhand author1sed 

the Counc1l of the League to appoint a sub-committee to con

fer Wi th the Congres~ work1l1g Committee and suell other orga,:. 

nisations as the CouncU tho 1.lght pl"Oper for drafting a cans

ti tut10n for Ind.1~ The deoision to take part in the pl"Oposaa 

All Parties Oonferenoe to be held at Delhi was also taken. 

The move to co-operate with the aongress was made easior 

by the resolutions of tho Madras session of tlw Congress held 

shortly 'before the sessions of the League. 

~ 
The Madras session of the ~ after resolving the· boy';' 

oott of the Royal Oommiss1on had under the Pres1dentship of 

Dr. Ansari. 

• 
1. India in 1927 .. 29'. page - 62. 

2. Ibid ~ page ~ 62. 

3. Indian Quaeterly Register';' 1927, Vol. rv. 
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conceded moet of the Muslim demands in substance • 
• 

~ They had urged for joint electorate with reservation of 

Beats in Leg1Rlatures and 
II 

cording to population. 

for proportional representat10n ac-
• 

(2) Reciprocal wcightage to minorities 

(3) Grant of Reforme to N. '-I.F.P. and BaJ.uchietan prov1 .. 
~ .. 

dod also the Jud1ciaJ. system in thoee provinces were brought 
" 

abreast of that in other Prov1ncee. I 

Regarding the League demand for separat10n of Sind from 

Bo~bay t~e Con~1ese 8£reed in principle when it resolved that 

Provinces should be redistributed accol'ding to language and 

start should be takon in the line by making not only Sind, but 

Andhra, and Karnataka also into separate provinces. 

The Congress even went further to incorporate an earlier 

demand of thB Muslim League relat1ng to sooial and religious 

matters when it decided that no 1nter-communal mattor sbDuld 

be disoussed or moved in any Leg1s1at~re if any 3/4 of the 

membere of the community affected opposed it. The Congrese 

had also passed a resolution direoting its execut1ve to.con~ 

vene an All India All Parties Conference with a viow to draw 

v up a draft constitut1on acceptable to all pa~tle9. The draft 

was to be plaoen before a spec1al oonvention for ratificat1on. 

But for the League and Delhi Muslim propo sal for one tlli-

• rd Reats to be reserved in the Central Legislature almost all 

tIle d~mands of the Muslime wore conoeded. SC"J)c for negotla-

1. India in 1927-28 page ~ 22. 

2. Choudhury - Musl1m polit1cs in Ind1a page - 34 
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tlGDI on welgh 

the COngr •••• 

!be 8)lutlon ot the po11t1CaJ pro'bl •• s that kept ,be Xual1lla 

and ,be aaJorl t7 co_tmlty apart so long vas almat in .1ght and 

the L.agu. a. indicated before reolprooa-ped the Oon~e.s aent1-

::lent. at the Oalcutta se.slon. 

De tip 1 te the oonaU1atory attl tude at the All India Oongre •• 

Oo.a!tt ••• eeting at b87 (in 1927) and"'ann'" .e •• 101l at 
~ 

,...... •• (Deo •• 192'1) tlw 00ng18SS vas .tUl unabl. to entoroe it_ 

4eoll1oftl against the oppos1tion of thl R1n4u reaotloD817 el.enta 

111 the oountl7. At the tuat fAll Partl •• Oonterence oonvened bJ 

the Oongre •• lfn1 ah .et in Delhi on ,.bruary 12, 1928 'the 'Hindu 

reactlonery 81vUP bead.d bf Dr. KoonJe and other R1ndu Xahasbabba 

leader, oppo.ed the lntroduotlon or reto s in K.v.r.p. and Ba'uoh1. 
l. 

.tan and the oonstltutlon or Sind lnto a separate prov 1nce. !bl1 

1. !be parties In.,,lted to 'the All Part1 •• Oonterenoe vere 1-

Matl L1beral Federat10n. Hindu Meba bhfl, All India 
ICuflbl Leagu., O.n~ral 1b1'atat 00-.1 ttee, S1kh League. 
SOuth India L1 be 'ederation, All Indi. Trade Un10n Oon-
gre •• , general Oounoil ot Durae •• Aa.oolatlon, Hade 
Rul. League, Republ1 L.ague, Independent Part7 1n the 
A .... bl.1. Indian stat •• I11bJeat. As.oalat1on. Indian stat •• 

• ubJ.ct. Oonter.noe, Ind Stat •• people. Oont.renoe, An-
110 Ind1an A •• oalat10n, Indian As.oo1atlon ot Oalautta, 
P.r.l Oentral A •• oo1at1on. Zoora.tr1an A.sociat10n. lara! 
Pan ot1 All Indi. Oont.reno. ot Ind1an Ohen .tlanl, 
80uthftrn I.Dd1a C ber ot OcaJlero •• ~e 4 bold.rs A • .,-
alat10n ot Qndb • Bengal, Bengal.B1, a. II Agra. 

., 

lub .. quenU7 .t ~ tbe tolloWing AseoalatloD •• er. al.o 
lnylte4 I- ao.ba7 non.Br party. !mt latl0 1st DOD-

Bralulan party, tbe Co l.t party ot a.bay and tbe Bom~ 
work.r. an" p.a tsl 1. Report ot tb8 Ail Partie. Con 
terenM - page - 12. . 

2. bdla 1n 1SiJ2?-28~ P.ge - 2&. 

• 
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said they preferred oonmunal representation. 

The sooth~ng that the Oongress was try1ng to apply 

to the senre wound that India was suffering trom after years 

ot Communal riots was thus washed ott by the unbending and 

very muoh vooal opposition of the Htndu Mahashabha, S1kh Lea

gue and some other reaotionary elements. The League tel t tru~ 

trated a.t the Mahashabha move when 1 t s demands were about to 

be realised. !he All Parties Oonterenoe which adJoUl·ned atter 

ten days' session deoided nothing. Before aadQYDn the Canteren-

oe adjourned, it however appointed a Sub-Oommittee to report on 

the nature at the constitution, tranohise, deolaration ot rights 

etc. 

. 
Betore the adjourned meeting at the All Parties Conferenoe 

resumed its del1berations on Maroh e, 1928, tho League disgusted 
I-

as 1t was, at the repeated failure of its solution be1ng *lacoept-

ed by the majority oommunity, reiterated its Calcutta decisions 

and 'oharged its representatives to make it olear to the Conterenoe 

that nothing short of the aco8jD1noe of the Caloutta resolutions 

I 
would be bind1ng on the League. The Mahashabha attitude md harden8 

cd the League and their representative refused to partioipate in 

the consideration of the report of the su~Oommlttee app01nted 

on the 22nd 'ebrllary. (in the first session of the Conference) 

1. Report ot the All' Parties Conference .. pe.ge .. 22. 
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The second session of the Conforence aleo failed to reach 

z· agreement and appointed ~two Aub-COI!nnittees, one to go in to 

the financ1al. implications of the Muslim demand of separation 

of Sind and the other to study the feasibility of the propor-
• 

tion-al representation recollmlended by the League and alao by 
• 

the Congress (Madrasa session). 
, 

~he All Parties Conference met again for the thir4 time 
y-

on May 19, this time at Bombay. The session was presided over 

by Dr. x~aari. Important leaders like, Mr. Gandhi, Mr. Jin

nah, TeJ Bahadur Sapru, Madan 140han MaJ aV'-JrJ. and some others 

were absent. mThe Sub-. C01!l1n i ttee had. not agreed on electorate 

nor tho report on the question of separation of Sind was yet 

ready;rThe Conferenoe after a prolonged dieoussion appointed 

a small ~Sub-Committee with pandlt Matilal Nehru as Chairman 

4 
to draft a conetltution for India. In drafting the conetitu-

tion the Sub-Committee was to take into considerat1on the 

various resolutions passed from time to time by different po

litical. organisations in the matter. Fandit Nehru was aJ.so 

urged to complete the drafting before July 1, after which the 

Conference was to meet again to consider the draft. 

The NeiL'YIU Report was published on August 1, and was ap" 

proved by the Conference at its meeting held at Lucknow in 

the same month. Mr. Shualb ~uraishi, representative of the 

1. Report of the All parties Conference, published by the 
AlCC, Allahabad - Page - 22. 

2. Report of the All Parties Conference page-23. 

3. Ib1d - page - ~3 . 

4. The membel~8 of the Nehru Comnlittee includcd:-Pt •. 
MatiIa! Nehru (Chairman} Sir.All Imam,Ml". Shura1b 
Qurni shi, Mr. M. S. Ane y , ~1r. Jayakar ,Mr. G. R. pradhan, sar
dar Manghal Singha, T.B. Sapru & N.M.Joah1.Ref.All 
parties Confer~nce Report ~ Page - 23. 
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Muslim League in the Co~ittee refused,to be a party to lte 

adoption by the All Parties Conrerence. 

The Nehru Report as adopted by the All parties Conference 
• 

at Lucknow drove the last nail in the Coffin of H1ndu"Muel1m 

settlement in India. The National Convention in Caloutta only 

saw its burial, after a last minute attempt by Mr. Jinnah to 

revive life into the decocposed body. 

~ The Report proposed reservation of seats for Muslims in 

the lower House of the Central Legislature. only from Provinoes 
I 

where they were in minority. In effect tllere was to be no re .. 

servat10n of seats for Muslim representation in the Central Le~ 

gieturo from Bengal and the Pubjab •. 

• In the elections to the lrovincial Legislatures of Bengal 
'l.

and the Punjab aleo there was to be no reservation for Muslims. 

Summarised the above provis1ons meant that there could be no 

resel'vation of seats in any Province for the major! ty COlIlnuni

ty there - a :f'l~e principle 'vi thout relation to impl icat10n 

of the practlcaJ. conditions of Muslims in these two Muslim ma'" 

Jority Provinces. Educationally and economioal1y backward and 

dom1nated by a large and pOl-Terful Hindu minority the Muslims 

of these two Provinces could not hope to send their due share 

of representatives to the Central or Provincial Legislatures. 

More co after the Nehru Report provid.od for universru. adul. t 

suffrage and Joint and mixed electorates with rights for the 

minorities to oontest more seats than their proportion of 

population would Justify. Apparently the suggestions were very 

much preJudioial to the lnterest of the Mllsl1me .. 8. device to 

1. Report of the All Parties Conference - Page .. 26. 

2. Ibid·"', 
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keep the Muslims a minority in the pro'rlnce e where tlley were 

1n aotual numerical maJority. 
• 

It cannot be argued that the drafters of the Report were 

unaware of the oonditions of the Muslims in the sub-Continent • 
• 

Their special care to name Bengal and the Punjab as the Pro -

v1nces where the MuSlims could not be given reservation'of 

aeate wero sufficient to arouse the Musl1m suspicious about 

the Hindu motive. Even the Madras resolutions of the Congress 

could not be included in the report of the Nehru COlmn1ttee. 

Mr. Jinnah had seen through the game and had moved in yaln a 

series of amendments in the Calcutta national Convention which 
• 

took place from the 22nd Deoember 1928 ~to 1st Jantmry, 1929. 

The Opposition of the Hindu Ma..l-mshabhn who threatened '-Ii th -

drawal of support to the Nehru Report if any amendment thereof 

was aocepted was a further oonfil'mation of the lwtuslim fcal"s, 

if any oonfirmation was at all needed, 

There was nothing su~r1s1ng therefore that Jlnnah t s da-
r 1 

mand as formulated in the Delhi proposals and reiterated by 

the Lea~le in 1929 session for reservation of 1 seats in the .... 
t) 

Central. Legielature would be sinlUarly dismissed by the Cal-

outta Convention.' 

The drafters of the Nehru Report were inconsistent. They 

vj.:rtually refused to regard. the Muslims as a minor1 tjr in an a1' 

India oontext when they refused communal reservations for Mu~ 

lims from Bengal and the Punjab, but in the allocation of pow
"V~~.? ~~ ~ MC/VI y \.~ .. ~ .... 

• 

crs. Both could not go together, Jinnah therefore pl~posedJre
.1\ 

s1duary powere for the Province B but this also was defeated. 

, 

Rogarding the Muslim demand for tho 'separation of Sind 
~ 

the Nohru Report had proposed its adoption lconaequent Upon 

1. Report of the All parties Conference - Page - /2..3 

• • • 
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the attainment of dominion status, This conditional concession 

to the persistent Muslim de~d which was already acoepted by 

the l.w.d.rae session of the Conerees was a. violent departure . ...-UlIii 

reYe¥~~, Mr. Jinnah by mov1ng another , amcndmer.t tried in vain 
• 

to remove the cond1tion attached. 

o 
The Nehru Report had asked for dominion status and th1JS 

was lrescnted by Moulana Mohammad Ali who attended the Conven

tion as a member of the Indian National Congress and not in 

hie capacity aa a Khl1afat1st. The Moulana urged for complete 
~ 

independence but coUld not carry any amendments. 

The Calcutta Convention ratified the Nehru Report with 

only two insignificant amendments moved by l~. Jlnnah. The 

Convention sho\red utter coolness and indifference tO~iards the 

baeio and fundamental Muslim conditions for an agTeed formula. 

Jinnah had vainly appealed to the majority commun1ty : 

-"When a nation 1s· struggling for freedom, when people are 

under fore1gn rule, and they are struggling for freedom", said 

Mr. Jinnah Nyou have to face the 1Problem of minorities and 

any oonstitution you frame will not receive the support of the 
.3 

minority. unless they can feel that they are secure" •• Follow~ 

lng l~r. Jlnnah, Sir Te J Bahadur ss.pru a1 so 

ears1 Speak1ng about the 1mportance of the 

" 

appealed to deaf 

occasion Sir Taj 

Bahadur said: ... Gentleman, remembel·, it 1s not only our own 

country~en but the whole world 18 watching you. If you leave 

tI11s panda1 with failure, you will have done a great damage 

to the oOWltry, from whl.oh it may not recover for a. quarter 

of a century. The simple pos1tion is that for the sake of 

1. Report of the All Parties Conference - page .. 12.3 

2. Ibid .. Page - /-J1 

3. Ibid - Page - I 2...3 
4. Ibid .. Page - 1~ 6 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



, 
• 

101 
- 33 -

settlement you are invited by Mr. J1nnah, howevor, illogioal

ly and unreasonably to the p~o»osltlon, whioh I oonsider i9 

not in consi stent with the Nehru Report II • 

• 
• • 

Meanwhile the British Government 811ently watohed the 

Indian reaction to the appo1ntment of the Royal Commission. 

Ind1an oritics werexx thrice offered to suggest a constitu1on. 

-~le Nehru Report which scared away the minority ~ the Muslims, 

was a poor answer to the challenge to the Indian statesmanship. 

The MuslLm leaders and legislators - not excluding the congres

sites declared in one voice that ~no const1tu1on could be aooept~ 

able to the Musltms unless it provided effective and adequate , 
safeguard for their interestsu. India failed to suggest an ag-

reed oonstitution for herself. 

The Nehru Report was a negation of the Madras resolut1on 

of tb.e Congress and yet the COl)grese yielded to tile Hindu Com

m~~alist preseUl~e to accept it. The Congr~ss by declaring to 

resort to Civil Disobedient MOvement in the event of the Nehru 

Report being not worked by the British Government within a ye~ 

made it cloar to all that it could. do wi thout Muslim Co-opera

tion. In o»her words, Congress aocepted def~ct~position of a 

H1ndu organisation. What was more-J1nnah who had been persis

tently adovocat1ng Hll1du-Mus11m settlement became completely 

d's111usloned about its practioabIlity. He felt a personal de

feat - and if the story narrated by Hector Bolitho is correct-

• 
1. India in 1928-29 .. Page .;.... II» 33. 
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~ 
- h8 shad ~ear8 and ,hlle leaTing Calcut.t~ J1nnah 1 s eaid 

• 

to have told h1e pare1 fr1end: "thie 1e the pt-l.rt1ne of the , , . 
waysn. Indeed 1t was 90. 

• 
• 

• • ,. c.. ' • 
.. ~ . • ... - .. 

4Il ..,tie. ... 11 .f... .~. _.. .' 
.Qt

'~ . . 
• • , 4f 

1. Boll tho. H. - J1nnah. Pa,.~e - 95. 

f • 

• • 
• 

. ~, 
• 
.. . -

• 
• 
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(1~29 - 1932) 
• • 

pre'8n~cd, 1n the LQav~e. Jinnah bad such ~ oonflConc9 about a se~-

tle@8nt that he did not hesitate to e~el t~e dle~en~crs ~,d di~ 
, 

at111ate the Punjab Ltiaguo in 1927. It no,·, seemed that the Punjab 

elgmpnts wero r1ght in the1r assees~ent of the Hindu n1nd anc ~~. 

Jinnah' e fa11Ul"'o to get h1e Btlondraente RCC9ptOU ... xjI~ by· the 

All 2A.~ ... tlea ~onfer.ncG oroke oven hie own oamp. 'r:'he Laar.uc l1h1ch 

wae 1n eoa a 1"n in :!e.1cutta since ~he 26th !)ocenber, 1928, :,~a'Ur.:1-

-ed ita del1barat1or.s on th& 29th after &nabl1ng 1ts rAprcsenta, 
tl ve e to p.'ttend the "~l Par-t1e 9 OonterC'nce on tl1B 28th. T;1Q se a-

e10n turned into a panda nonlUl1. 'On the next daY t~e"'e was no 

• quorum in the • • meet1ng.. Oontro~,ersy nOl'r raGod relat~ to the 
• 

d o el1"lab111tj of Jo1n1ng thQ All Parties l·Ius11IJ ~on!orono9 uh.loh 

V8S orl~lCl ~ ~ed by t:4C c;ql811ed Loaguera lIainly o~ tllf~ PWlJf"1.J 

Chlt1rmansl11p .ot H.R. the Ag~.n. K:l8.ll, the ~Ol'l!le~ Pl~o81dont of t:19 

League who had dlel1ssoclatod 111msolf trOlL. t!io orC;AJ'lleat1~n on 
~ 

the LeBOUe's beoomlng orit1cal of the !!r1t1sh 30VernJ!l9nt 1n In-

d1a. At on. stage the decision was to boyoott the ConfArenoe. 
• • 

Though Hr. Chagla was the DOver ~! t~ resolution for boyoott, 

Mr. Jlnna...~ was the 8p1r1 t beh1nd 1t. Degpl t.~ JllmA...'11 s 1n!lue:1ce 
• 

thltre was a serious d1tturenc& :Jt op1n1on and a s~l'O:&d~oup 

ot leAr;uors dl.d not R~r.e to ~ho ~yoot~:- In taot, tIle LOaguel'S 
• 

, 

1. Hltra-IadlM qWl!'te~ly R~~lst8r ~929 '/01. ilI 
2. Ibll~. T1lt1 Ben.-:A.l gl"OtIp Wllle:' ~he leaderah1r, ot Kr. Fa%lul Huq 

and :-i.9. 3uhraVArd:' led thti OP.')Q81tloJl asalnat'-Innnah ~up. 
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l'Tet'O in e. ets.te of conf'lS1ol1 as to the next course of action to 

be texan. ~{r. Jinn~Jh ,\41110 Pl"P' aip-od ovel" the mop.tlng, 11}'he::-e no 

quorum was fOl'lmed, ~.(lJollrned the session until sometimes in May 

I 
a9 the Council could arrange. 

• 

Adverso circum stance 9 thnrofore took tl1.() in 1 tift t i ve out of 

the ~nds of the Loague which now pa9sed on the organisers of the 

All Pa~tle a Muslim Conference ,·rlllch met on De cenber 3:1., 1928 and 

January 1, 1929 at Delhi. 4111'. FaZ8~ Rahimatulla..'IJ., the General 

gecr~te.ry of the Conforence rnade it clear that in ViOl! of the 

di vi sir')n in the League and fs,11 Ul"e of tl1.c Nehl"u Report to inc or-

porate tl1c lJluslim deIn8.nds 1 t had becorne necessary to hfJ.ve a. CO!!l-

men pla tforTl to repre sen t all shade 8 of 1~us11m op --~hc 
• 

~ J 
c01..U1try. So11dE.rity of Muslins ''las statecl to be main object of 

• 

the Conference. It \'J'as e..Iso propo sed to bfi fowlded on a perma-

nent basi A. TIle Agha Khan in his pre :3idential e.d<lra ss C:e~QPll"c.d ~~ 

. 
tJlo l·iusl1r:l solldar1 ty ~ not only of th.e le~.ders but al eo 

said : nL'~1a could never be a prosperous and 881f-Boverning 

country if such a large eJ1<1 important community as the ~Iusllnls 

worll alihowea to feel any doubt about tIle ae.fety of their econo-
and ~ 

ml c 1m or E1.1 in t C l' e .3 t s II • 

~ 
The All Pe~l'tlea Muslim Conferenco ha.d roprc8ontatlon from 

almo gt all ShadGs1tusl1rn oplnl0ng1 Thero \'101'0 conservatl'rc and 

Pro-Bri t1sh element 9. There 1Tel"C Inoderft~e s and thC11S were also 

Q::~treIll at 9 - 1nnepondcnco ~~allas. ThoU{;h t11~ Leaguers we -"'0 not 1"'8-

• 

prcscntod officially J yet p~ e;ood numbor of Lea~'uc leadAl"'s d:1d taJce 
v 

pa.r"~ 1n the pro ce'adlnge independently. 

1. Ibid. 2. Io1d1 
I ,. 

, 
3. Coatnan. J. - India in 

1928-29. pagQ.36. 

in 1~28-29. PR~8 - 36. 
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3'lCh a heterogeneous e18L:6nts w1th oODfl1ctlng interests 

coU:d no~ come to an:l specif1c dec1sions as to the fu-:~e COurSE 

• 

of a.~tlon to be taken by tho I-tusl1lls in that cr1 ~lcal Juncture ... 

w1Wn tho Simon COIJr11ssion was st~ll in the cOW1try plannlnr; on 

the future congt1-:;ution l-' Ind1a. They oould agree qnl:r in cer

tain grneral de!!lands t:hat would sat1sfy the 1~u911ms. Significant

ly enough tbe All partie s l~usl1n Conforence r(lmained silent about 

t~R burning pl~blQms cf tha t1me, nacely, the fut~e status ot 

Ind1a, Swon CowI:lis='1on and 'the lIehru RQPort • .tIn fact, their 

silence in offic1al resolutions relating to theRe topics wer& 
{ . 

due to the1r disagroements on all of them. 

The All ,Parties lIu311n Conference hOloTover m~.do one positive 

contt1but1an. It helped in bridging tr..e8:tla gulf bot''lcen t!F. Jin-

~A.h c:Toup of Leaguers and t.:le S?J.af1 group of Ex-LoRg"'10l"S. T118 

proceedings of tho Conference had created a psyc11010Gical con-

d1 t10n 1n wh1ch the Loague and its leader 111". Jlnnah co u11 now ~r&MB=~ 

come down l'T1thout much lose of facti. Thcro li2 .. a no ad"rare9 COllD8nt 
• • 

on Jlnnah or hls polioy of apl)8aa1ng tho majori ty coornunlty by 
, 

o~tc~1nb to acoept Jol!'lt electol'ato - the IDaJoll point of d.i9pu";o 

with thc'a~fl gro~ whom he had e~elled froe the Lgarrue. Throat 

of further division in the Loaguc which bacame eo cloar i~ the 

last sess10n of the LeaGu9 Was aleo averted. It offered J1nnah 

and his follo'·Nrs to retrace the1r steps as if w1th an apoloGY -
• 

thA.t the Hinduo declin1ng to accept tho I-tuel1m d8Llands the oon-

d1 tional otfer of Jo1rJo~ oloc-t;orllte was w1 tlldra\r.n. The ets.to I£1nn-

ehlp of the All part1(;s Mu31.1m oontorence was rcwppded by Jlnna!l' 8 

non-Tlt'lt 1ns19tance on pEtl-t:r or p£''!''sonal prcatig8 who soon etal't

ed nQ~ot1ntionC"1 ,·,.tth dlffer~nt ~-roupg L." tho l~unl1r.l raru,:s. 

'The All-India HusUm LplI.,-:~ convened a Council a90tinc at 

Delh1 on l·'Arch 3, 1929 1~ w~ch the Shc!mlte"'p~so W91'e 1n\"~tod ' .... ').--
to 8~ten~.J1nn~~ was forgally authorloed ~o new~t1atQ with various 

1. Ib1<!. • 
2. ~.f.1 ~ra - Indian Qua~t.rl:.· ROgister 1329 

. Vol. I. 
• 

• 
• • 
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other Muslim group s to tormuJ ate an agloe ed tOl'D1ula for adoption 

by the adjourned session of the" League wh1ch, it decided, to 

oonvene at Delhi on March 31. 

"Three CUqs before the League session was to re noe 

the League Oouncil held another meetIng to finalise detail of 

the X ensuing sess1on!"'At the COUDoll m.tt1ng Hr. J1nnah oame 

up with hie ~4 points in drafting which he had also 1nool'POrat

ad the unanimous resolution. adopted by the All Parties Muslim 

Contereno~ In tact neither the resolutions ot the All Parties 

Muslim Oonterenoe nor the 14 pOints of l(r. J1nnah d1d put up 

. any new point which the League had not disoussod 1n tair earli';' 

cr de11berat1ons. They were novel because they were SUMfotal 

ot demands, put together. 

The tion ot Mr. Jinnah's 14 points by the League COtDloU, 

however, became an objeot of controversY.~At the Oouncil meet~ 

ing a boated oontroversy was raised as to the legality of inolu

sion of expelled Leaguers at the Shatl group in the meeting;' The 

COlmoU meeting thus bad a bad start and an agreed deoision be

came an absurd1t7. There were in tact three vooal elements in 

the League Oouncll: 'One desAr1ng the aaopt1on ot the Nehru 

Report, the sscond standing tor the reJeotlon or the Nehru Re-
4 

port and the third stand1ng for a oompromise". 

In the olrcnm stanoes, the spir1t of aocoJlluodat1on exh1b1ted 

only 25 days ago became d.1tf1cult to ro· establish. Its bree1rd own 

was oaused mainly b7 the provooations ot Pro-aNellru Report-ela· 

monta naJDely those led by M~ 8herwan1 and Mou1ana Abul Ka' am 
. 

Azad. Shari ~t.8. who attended the Council despite the opposi-
• 

tiOD of the above group urged adoption of the resolutions of 

1. Ibid. 2. See Appendix III. 

3. Xi trenInd1a Quarterly Reg1ster 1929 Vol. I 4. Ibid. 
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the All part1es Muslim. Conterenoe in toto. Ali Brothers gx'Oup 

were in favour of the J1nnah dratt which bes1des propos1ng 

reJeot1on of the Nehru Report had yet sought to keep the door 

Ii open by an al temative to the 14 po1nts '. based on h1s amend

ments moved at the All Parties Muslim Conference on December 

28. 1928. 

The alternative or the modification suggested I 

.. "That in the present oircumstances the representation o't 

Musealm8J1s 1n the different Legislatures o~ the cotmtry end of' 

the other elected bodies through separate eleotorate 1s 1nev1~ 

table, and f~ther. the Government being pledged over and over 

again not to d1sturb th1B ~ranch1se so granted to the Muslim 

QODlDunity s1noe 1909 t1ll suoh t1me as the Musea] mans ohose 

to abandon 1t, the Kussa1mamw1ll not oonsent to Joint eleoto. 

tes lDlless Sind 1s oonst1'bted into a separate Provinoe and ran 

tOlibS in the 'taot are 1ntroduoed. in the North West.fl'Ont1er Pn'~ 

?1noe and Beluohlstan on the same footing as 1n other ProviD-

oes. 

'I'Jlt • 1t 1s prov1ded that there shaJl be reservation 

of seats aooording to the Muslim populat1on in the various 
.-

PrOV1n08S; but where Hus ........... Clw..aS are 1n a maJor1 t;"-'~ 1 not 
" ..,. 

oontest more seats than the1r population ~rants. 

The question of exoess representation of Mussalmans over 

*_XD above their populat1on 1n Provinoes where they are in 

a m1nority is to be oonsidered herearter'. I 

Jlnnah it seams was prepared to forego 1nsistenoe on every 
• 

one of the 14 pOints 1f the substance ot tair share tor the Mus 

l1J1s vas assured by tho acceptance ot the alternatives s11ggested. 

1. Saiyld. M.P.. - Koba""ad Ali Jinnab • A Polltloal 8tuQ. 
Page - 442"'43. 
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!o th1s, however, the Shaf1 ites oould not egtee, nor the group 

"""" 
supporting the Nehru Report. Opposition by the Shafi groUp 

oould perhaps be avo1ded but tor the very bad start that the 

COWlcll lIeeting took. There vas, indeed; not muoh difference in 

substance between tbe resolut1ons ot the All Parties Muslim 

Conterenoe and the J1nnah draft. Each stuck to his po1nt as a 

matter of prestige. !he Muslims were again dlv1ded. 

lIn the lDOx-ning of Karoh 31, Ali Brothers and their support .. 

ers walked out of the subJeots comm'ttee meet1ng in protest 

against oertain remarks of Mr. Sherwanl advantage ot which was 

taken by Bherwan1 group to pass a resolut1on support1ng the Ne~ 
r 

ru Report as T'ahfied by the Caloutta Convention. Before J1nnah 
a, ~ 

arr1ved to pres1de over tm open session on March 31, the Bhar-

want g'l'Utzp had started the meeting with Dr. Mabnud. Alam 1n the 
~ 

Chair. Dr. Alam bad been propo sed by Mr. Yusut Imam and seoonded 
J . ..J-

by Mr. Sherwani. The pro-Nehru - elellents aoted unoonst1t~ 

tiona1ly as J1nnah Was ~he elel:lted President for the session. 

'Dr. Alam sought to pre sent a fiat acoomp11 to the Jinnah group 

by oall1ng Upon one !.eR. Gazi to propo se approval to the Nehru 

Report. But tho ma Jor1ty or the delegates who had been taken 
3 

\D\avare ro se aJ me st 1n rovol t. A Pandamon i\lm ensued and poll 08 

had to 1ntervene to restore peace. On J1nnah's arrival. the al.1d1-

enoe oheered him and oomplete peaoe and order was restored. Jin~ 

nab as the President of the League deolared the seeslon adJom'ned. 
~ 

Koulana Abul Ie' em A and Mr. Sherwanl le:rt the League on 

this ocoaslon and tomed the -Nat1onal1st Muslim party •• " 

!he Nehru Report had not onl1 broken the Muslims a1l81' from 

a Joint ootJrse ot aot1on with tho Hindus, it broke the Muslia 
• 

IOl1darlty &1.ao. • 

1. Kltra -
2. saly1d. 
~. Ib1d. 
4. M1tra -

Indian quarterly Reg1ster 1929 Vol. I 
M.H.- Al1 Jlnnah ~ A Pol1ti 

Indian q...--... erly Reg1ster 1929 Vol. I. 

r >. 

stuty. Page-444. 
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The Simon Commission which completed their report in April 

1929, poured cold water on the League d.nand embodied in the 

J1nnah proposals. It said it could not agree in giving the Mu~ 

~ans or Bengal and the punjab their e1uo share on population 

bae1111 I !'Thls claim seeks to preserve· tull seour1ty tor repre~ 
tat10n now provided for Muslims in these six provinces and to 

enlarge 1n Bengal and tho PtmJab the proportion ot seats secured 

to the COmJDW1it7 by separate electorates to tigures proportion~ 

ate to their ratio ot population. This would give Mohammedans 

a fixed and unalterable maJor1ty ot the general constituency 

seat s in both the Provinoes. We oannot go so tar. It would b. 

should retain the very considerable 

we1ghtage they enJ07 1n six provinces and that there s11o",a at 

the same time be imposed, in the faoe ot Hindu and Sikh oppo .. 

ai tlon, a det1ni te Muslim maJor1 t7 in the Punjab and Bengal 

unalterable b7 any appeal to the electorate". I 

!he polit1cal. atmosphere in Ind1.a during the f1rst MJ f or 

the year 1929 was one full ot Wlcertainties. The adoption ot the 

Nehru Report by the Congress broke the possib111ty of a Joint 

demand being pressed upon the Br1t1sh Govel'nment. The Congress 

demand tor dominion status based on Nehru Report within a year 

lacked the Universal support necessary tor the Govt. to accede 

to it. Rot only Was the Indian leadership dlvided in their op1~ 

nlon as to the tuture course ot aotion, the MUslim leadership 

also exhibited a sha)~ division among themselves. The Simon 

Commission which laCked Indian Co~eration trom its 1nc~tion 

had no chance ot suocess. 

It was in this oondi t10n or atagnation and trustration that 
• 

J1nnah came forward wi th. his proposa' 8 tor a WS3 out of the 

1. Ben- S. The Birth at Pakistan, page .;. 94. 

I 
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present impasse. In a letter to the Brit1sh Prime Min1ster 

Ramsey Modonald wr1tten on Jtme 19. J1nnah reiterated his e&r-.. 
lier suggestion tor ho1d1ng a Oonterence ot leaders of polit1-

~al India and Great Br1tain to tind out a solution aoceptable 

• to aJ] • -After denolmcing the Simon Con •• ission he said ~ IInd1a 

has loet her faith in the word of Great Br1tain.! ~ lmost 

earnestly" urged upon Rle MaJest7' s Government to 1mmAdlately 

Imake a deolaration that Great Britain 1s unequ1vooally pledged 

to the poJ.loy of g:J1ant1ng to 'I~'" ~ -vc,.f.~ '1 rTIJ'.f.A~ ~ 
~. ~ ¥V.I~ ~': '-

J1nnah bad suggested Oonference two 7ears ear11er 1n 

the Leader's manifesto on November 16, when he predicted the 

fut1lity of the S1mon Oommission. Two years later Sir John SimOn 

the leader ot the Commiss1on suggested to the Prime Minister 

1n the s1m1lar line. ~t In his letter to the Br1t1sh prime 

Minister dated ootober 16, Sir John Simon wrote" J Uthat what 

m1ght be required, after the reports ot the statutory COIlDl11ss1on 

and the Indian Oentral 000"'\ ttee have been me.de, considered and 

published but before tm stage is reaohed, of the Joint parl1a .. 

mentar.y Committee, would be the setting up of a Conference in 

which His Msgesty' 8 GoveI'vment should meet representatives both 

of Brit1sh India and ot the states for the p\n'1>Ose of seeking 

the greatest poss1ble measure of agreellEnt tor the final pro .. 

posals whioh 1t 1ft)ul.d later be the duty of His KaJesty' s (]ovel'l~ 

~ 
ment to submit to Parl1ament l • 

Simon' B sugge stion tantalRotmted to an admission Oft the 

failure o'f the Royal COlliil1ssion. Jlnnah's suggest10n was corro

borated. Hie Matesty' e Govern.ent lost no t1me 1n declding to 

hold a Rotmd Table Oo~erenoe. The Vloerol' a annOlDlce t to 
• 

this effeot was publlshed.on October 31, 1929. '1'he T1oeroyl s 

1. Ba1,.1~l. X.H. - ltbhammad All J1nnah .. A Pol1t1oal Study.PaGfl-453. 
2. Ibid. page - 456. 3. Ibid- page - 481 .. b'l- , 
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announcement read 1-

«.The goal ot Br1 t1 sh pollor WAS stated in the declarat10n 

of August, 1917 to be that of prov1ding for the 1 gradtlal deve .. 

lopment ot selt govex'ning institut10ns w).th a 'Ylew to the pro .. 

gressive realisation ot responslble Government in India as an 

integral part ot the British empire'. As I recently po1nted 

out, 'IA7 own inatrnment of instruotion from the XlnguEmperor 

eJq>ressly states that it is His MaJesty's will and pleasure 

that the plans laid by Par11ament in 1919 should be the means 

by whioh Br1tish India m81 atta1n its due plaoe among his Do-

",inions. Ministers ot' the crown. moreover, have- more than onoe 

pUblicly declared that 1t is the desire of the Brl,lsh Govern

ment that India should in the fullness of time take her place 

in tho Emp1re in equal partnership with the J)Omln1onA, but in 

v1ew of the doubts whioh have been expressed both in Great 

Brita1n and Ind1a regarding the interpretat10n to be plaoed on 

the intentions of the Br1tish Government in enaotlng the sta 

tt\te of 1919, I am authorised on behalf of his Majesty'S Govern';' 

ment to state clearly that 1n the 1r Judgment 1 t 18 imp11 oi t in 

the deolaration ot 191? that the natural issuo of India's 

const1tutional. progross. as there oontemplated, is the 
aJ( 0..";"", 

!!lent of Dominion status n• 
, 

The announoem •• t had a mixed reaction in India. The Con" 

gl--estl had in 1928 made a bold deois1on to launoh C1vil Disobe-

dienoe Movement in ease the Brit1sh Government were not granting 

Doll1nlon status within a lear. It GO uld haraJ.y eat up 1 te own 

VON. vi thout app t loss or ~a08. Naturally, therefore, ~the 

Congres8 at 1 ts Lahore sess10n held Wlder the Prea1dentshlp ot 

· Pand1 t Jawaharlal Nehru on DOo8m'6er 31. 1929 annoWloed I'he . -
'\.,

atta1nment or complete independenoe for India1l as 1 ts goal. It 

1. Ib1ct.4"~H 2. CoatlMll-. J. India In 1929-30. Page 68. 
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alao deolded that "nothing 1s to be gained in e&1et1ng o1roum s';' 

• tanoes by the Congress being represented 1n the proposed Round 

Table Conference-. The session turther authorised the A1l India 

Oongree8 Co a1b1ttee to initiate a campaign ot Civil disobed1once 
• 

whenever It thought flt. 

The All India Muslim League, natural17, welcomed the Vioe-

roy's announcement. 

In the olrolmlstanoes tho EC1vil Disobedienoe Movement that 

was atartAd by Gandhi on Aprll 6, 1930 lacked support of the 

major .eotions ot Muses' mans~ Although the nationalist Muslims 

and some individua' Musl1m loaders Jo1ned the movement ~h8 ma .. 

Jorlt,. dt the Kus11m leaders looked upon the movement with dis

~pproval and Bueplolor(; eEven leading Hindu liberals were not 
3 

in it. Oonsequently tl1e" (]overnment remained munoved. Gandhi and 

other top ranklng leaders were arre sted. ~(art1al law was procla lll

ed 1n various place s. 

While the ClvU Disobedience Movement was in progress, the 

report ot the Simon COllld1ss1on was published in May, 1930. 

It suggested among others t-

(1) An all India Federation 1niludlng the Prinoes. 

(11) Respons1ble Government 1n the Provinoes. 

(ill) Eleotion ot Provlnoial Legislatures based upon Wider 
tl'8lloh1se. 

(1v) No offlo1al block in the Prov1ncial Legislatures. 

(v) Complete Br1tish author1t7 to continue at the oentre. 

The Congress reJeoted the reoommendations wholesale and oon-* 

tlnued the 01vU d1sobed1enoe movement. 

Desp1to the Congress opPo81 tlon the Government went ahead 
» 

with their plan tor holding a Rotmd Table Conferenoe on November 
• 

12, 1930. The Musllma, the non-Congress Hindus, Sohedule Castes 

Ibid. page - 72. 3. Ibid • 

• 
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and the Slkhs Joined the Conterenoe. The Oongress was isolated. 

The ROWld Table Conference met in London and held its dell

borations tor about 2 mon&hs from November 12, 1930 to Jan11ary 19 • 
• 

1931. The British Government was oonvinced that the CODlDmal. Pl.?o" 

bl •• stood on the way of oonst1 tutlonal settlement in India and • 

therefore, they tried their utIlk)st ~ to solve th1s problem. The 

English mlnd so tar as tho Mus11m demands were oonoerned was &1" 

read1 olear trom the report ot the Sl.on Oommission. In London 

• 

the Government spokesmen inslsted on Muslim agreement to Joint 

electorate. To thls the Muslims had nearly agreed. (Sir MohalDllad 

Shatl proposed to aocept Joint eleotorate subJeot to the Cond1tions 

that the welghtage to Muslims in m1nority provinoes should con .. 

tinue and that ln the Punjab and in Bengal the Muslims were to 

have representation on popUlation basls! Shaf1 apparently wanted 

Joint eleotorate with reservation ot seats and endorsed NOulana 

J(ohaDIlBad Ali who inslsted taano oandidate should be deolared eleot .. 

ed lIDless he had seoured at least 40% of the votes ot hls own 
f')/ . 

oommunityu. Alternatively Shafi held - that in oase Jolnt eleoto-

rate on the above oonditions were not aooeptable separate .. elec

torate under the following oondltloJ'llB _ would. be aooeptable to 
3 

the Musl1ms : 

~ 
(a) MIn the PWljab, Mussalmans should have through COliur&Wlal 

eleotorate 49% ot the entire n1wber o-r seats in the whole 
House and should have libertY' to oontest the ape cial 
Constituenoies whioh it 1s proposed to create ln that 
Provlnce". 

(b) "In Bengal, Musselmans shoUld have through oommunal 
eleotorates 46~ representatlon in the whole House and 
should have libert7 to oontest the specIal constltuen .. 
0188 whioh it ls proposed to oreate ln that Prclvlnce d • 

(c) nIn minority Provinces, Mussa1mans should continue to 
enjoy the w81ghtage wh20h they have at present through 
separate eleotorates, similar we1ghtage to be glven to 
.-_us in Sind and to Hindus and SikhS in tho Punjab". 

1. Sen. B ~ The Birth ot Pakistan - page ~ 96. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ib1d - page - 96';'97. 
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(d) lIt at any tlme hereafter two~th~s of the representa~ 
tlves of any community ln any provinolal Legislat1ve 
Oounoll or in the Oentral Leg1Slative Oounoil des1re 
to give up COlliliunal electorates, then thereafter the 
sY'atem of jo1nt eleotorate should come into belng.· 

In other words Shatl wanted joint e~eotorate with statutory 

maJorlty unless separate e1eotorate with m1nority of seats was 

tavoured. But the Muel1m op1nion was not tman1li1Ous. Though Shafi, 

Hed"1etullah, Nawab of Bhopal and Fazlu1 Huq were willing to oom-

promise .. there was another sectlon and Sir Fazle Husa1n Was 1n 
• 

it, Who vere adament Dn the demand tor separate eleotorate with 

welghtage ln m1nority Provinoes and proportlonal representation 

, 

1n Bengal and the PtmJab. Shafi's climbing down _ was worthy of 

note. He had broken away trom J1nnah and the League when the later 

suggested condit1ona' jo1nt eleotorate. In London he himself pro

posed it. 

!he Round Table Conferenoe oould not agree on the solution 

• • of m1nority problem. As in India the Muslim demands were "opposed 

by the Hindu Kahashabha representat1ves.' The Labom- (]overnment 

aleo -had no sympathy tor Musl1m demanda. 'l-In the olroum stanoes 

the Muslim delegates deolared that no const1tut1on tor India could 

be framed prior to the settlement of Muslim demands. 

Meanwh1le the Ann~ session of the All - India Musl1m League 

vas held on Deoember 29. 1930 at Al) ahabad. Dr. KohaJmnad Iqbal 

was tho President. I The Presldentlal address dwelt on the diver

sitY' of raoe, language, re11gion and oulture 1n Ind1a whioh ao-
.' 

oord1ng to him have made the Pr1noiple of WesteI'll demooraoy unsuit-
-

ad tor India without due reoognlt1on to oOiiiilllmal gl'OUPi •• oTo base 
Lu.. 

a oonst1 tut10n P ,11 said ... 'on the conoept1on of a lX)loogeneous 

1. ea1fj.d • M.H ... lbhaJlmad All J~nah .. A Po11tloa1 
2. Sen. S.-!he Blrth ot P&k1 stan-page-95. 
3. The tull text ot Dr. Iqbal's ad9,r6SS is given in 

study. Page. 
476. 

.... -r\.end 1 x IV. 
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11·1 Ind1a or to apply to India the pr:1l!loiples diotated by Br1 t1 sh 
, 
" 

demooratio sent1ments 1811 tmw1ti1ngly to prepaI9 her tor a Oivil 

Iqbal held tm1tary trom ot <lovernment to be tmthinkable for 

ill Ii \ India. The residUalS, powers according to· him must have to be 

• 

vested in the federating states. He also felt that the exi.tlng 

struoture of Provinoes was largely responsible for the COiDttI\D'lal 

oontDcrversy and suggested that Muslim India oould have no obJec

tion to purely territorial electorates 1f the provinces were re

oonstltutod so as to secure comparatively homogeneous OOIDIIl1.Dl1t1es 

possessing raoial, cultural, linguistic and religious un1ty. 

The most sign1ficant part of Dr. Iqbal l s address was his 

soheme tor a Muslim India w1th1n X India. <ttl I would like to see, n 
• 

~deolared", "the P1.mJab, North-West Frontier Province, Sind and 

Ba1 uoh1stan, amalgamated lnto a s1ngle state. selt~Government 

within the Br1tish Empire or without the Br1t1sh Empire, the tOlt 
" 

matlon ot a consolidated North-West Indian MuSlim state appears 

to be ttLe tinal de stiny of the Musl1ms at least of North-West 

IncUa. I .... I 

The ld.da was nothing new. It was hc.. alre """ in the air 

~Moulana, Hasrat Mohan1 had suggested it 1n 1925 as a means ot 

8Olutlon ot oOlQllnmal Problem and reoeived support of Lela 

Lalpat Rai. ~e matter was discussed in the Nehru su~mmittee 
3 and vas rejected. Even l1beral Hindu mind was apprehensive that 

• 

1t would give a handle to the Muslims to exert preSBl..U4e on the 

Indian Government in tlmes ot emergenoies. B1gn1tloantly enough 

1. president1a J address or Dr.e Iqbal quoted 1n Makers ot Puis" 
tan by AlberlD11 •. page - 180-' 81. .. {do ~~ 1 V "",r tY' . 

2. Lateet. S.A,. - Tho Great leader .. Page 121 
• 

3. Ib1d. , • , 
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Bengal which had the largest ooncentrat1on ot Muslims in any part 

of the lIJOrld was 19nored in all these sbhemes ot a Muslim India 
~' 

within or outs1de India. It was possibly due to" tact that the 

~amers of these sohemes were all from the Nort~West Incll.a • 

• 
ThB League or the Musllm leaders did not go in 1rn'ned.ie.tely 

for the Iqbal plan. Their mind was se1Jed with developments in 

London. 

Atter the first ROWld Table Conferenoe was ovor ind1v1du al 

leadel's of both the OOIDnunlty again started preaching tor t.Ulity. 

J1nnah who had noticed how the disun1 ty among H1ndus and Muslims 

in the f1rst RtJ\md Table Conference ob8truc~ed India's poll-

t1cal salvation, again urged tor un1ty between the two OO'innunlt4t 

18a. aSpeaklng at the U.P. Musllm Conference on August 8, 1931 

he said I • I am for a settlement and peace among the Muslims 

first; I am for settlement and peace a between the Hlndus and 

Mohaunuedans l .' In support ot his pleadings J1nnah added. ell I say 

without Mutat10n that if' the Hlndu4·}~usl1ms question 1s not 

settled. 1 have no doubt that the Br1 tlsh will have to arbitrate, 

and that he who arb1trates will keep to himself the substance 
~ 

n:f' power and author1ty.". J1nnah had been plead1ng thle argnment 

right froa the beg1nn1ng but without any prospoct4SCA.C:<"c ••. 

Meanwhile the Oon~J.·ess, tinding the 10 •• battle tak1ng 

them t5 no~here were keen for a faoe sav1ng device to oall off 
--' 

the ~vll di90bed1enoe movement. The V1oeroy was only tooeager 
A 

to oblige. ~ pact came about between the Viceroy (Lord Irwin), 

and Gandh1 on March 4, 1931. The Congress oalled off the ~vement;: 

agreed to Join the Round Table Conference. The Government let off 

1. AJDbedkar. B.n. - 'thoughts on Pakistan Page - 323 
2. Ib1d. • 

• 

• 

.......... A. -- -• -- .... ~-----. 
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the po11tioal prisoners exoepting ~hose guilty of v1olenoe and 

withdraw the repressive ordinances. 

Muoh hopes were, therefore, raised before the secQnd Round 
• 

Table conference aot~~~ met in Lon&>n on Septemb~r 7. Gandhi 

was the sole Congress mouthpiece at the ())nferenoe. '1'he presenoe 

of Gandhi l'epresenting the Congress, however d1d not fulfil the 

eJq)eetat1ons. ltThe Indian leaders oould not a,gree and the die

agreement a8 usual was on point of cOlIUnBllal safeguards tor mino-
I 

r1t1es. At the "Minor1t1es 8ub-Cotmuittee" ot the Round Table Con-

ference an agreed demand in the form of a "minor1ties pact' was 

put up. Its signatories were the interests representing the Mus

lims, the Depressed olasses, the Indian Christiane, the Anglo -

Indians as well as the European COJlDnerclal CODl[;Junlty. Among the 

m6norltles not inoluded in the pa.ct were the Sikhs. The seot1on 

that was excluded was the Caste Hindu. 

Gandh1 as the sole representative of the Congress had the 

absolute,authority to accept the 1.Ulited demand 11' he chose 

to do 1 t. But the Mahatma in Gandhi h8d been eclipsed by the 

man 1n him and he· failed to grasp the opportunity of solving 

the m1nority problem and bave thereby the ws:y to countrY" e 

politioal advancement. Gandhi opposed the demand and he was 

backed by the oaste H1ndus and the Sikhs. The demands wero 

designated anti-national. What infuriated Gandhi most was the 
~ 
~~ ~ separate political 1dentity to the ·Depressed classes. 

He 1nsisted that they were Hindus and must be kept wi thin the 

Hindu fold. His idea of one Indian nationhood did not allow 

hta to acoede to the demands ot a separate po11tic8l existence 

1. India 1n 1931-32 page - 23. , 
• • , 
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to the depressed classes. In fact, if PAmbedkar'a revealing do

cument is to be believed, Gandhi.as prepared to ooneede all the 

demands of the Xuel1lls - separation ot Sind, introduction of re

forms in the N.W.F.P •• 51% representat10n in Bengal and the Pun

jab, ~3% seats in the Central Leg1Slat~ and even separate eleo

torate on top ot all, if they would not Press tor reoognising 

other minorities excepting the SikhS! This seoret move to isolate 

the Muslims troll other m1nor1tles in order to break the m1norl-

t1e 8 Pact eventually tailed • 

• '1' he minorities however Jlk)ved togetherVand tor th1s the Con

gress writers have conceived of a secret Conservat1ve-C1DJl-Ji .. gha 

ell(tente as responsible. In any oase it 1s olear that the tear 

ot a politioal separation of d~ressed classes trom the general 
c..~':. 

body ot Hindus had determined entire att1 tude to the m1nor!';' 

ties deman(l. Gandhi taUed India only to save the forued unity of 

H1ndu India. He was prepared to g1ve the depressed olasses SOoial 

rights - oaJ.l them HariJans, but oertainly no separate existenoe 

polltloaJ.ly. Thue the second Round Table Conference ended in utter 

fa1lure 2fllto secw."e an agl'oad solution Of the ComilllUlal que stlon 

through 1nfoI1hal oonversat1ons among and wi th the representat1ves 
J 

of the different groups". In view of the absenoe ot unan1mlty 

among the Indian delegates to reaoh an agreement regard1ng the 

COiidllunal problem the British Prime Min1ster suggested that ~1t 

all the delegates s1gned 8. pledge to ab1de by hin verdiot he would 
4 be w11l1ng to use h1s disoretion and give his Judgment. 1 That was 

done. 

The 1e tter or pandi t Madan Hohan Mal avya to the Bri t1 sh Prime 

Min1ster assuring him of the sUpport of the oommunity they ropre-
-

sent is revealing 1n this respoot,S 

'·W1th referenoe to your otfer mado yesterday to members 

1. Ambedkar.B.R.-Thoughts on Pakistan, page-~4..J 65. 
2. Ind.la in 1931-32. Page-23. 
~. S&lyld M.H.-Moha(!lllad All J1nnRh - A Politioal st~-ps.ge-507. 
4:. Sa1yld. M.H.-Molwurnad, All Jinn'Jh-A Politioal 9turly.Page-507'-8. 
5. The letter vas written.on the 14th day of November, 1931. 

QUoteJ. 1n PAXlaTAN by Md. Hablpullah. ~ Page ~ 39. 
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of the Minorities Comm1ttee we have deo1ded to approach you w1th 

a request and a prom1se. We request you that, in order to enable 

the work of the Federal struoture Comm1ttee to be oont1nued and 

oompleted and report on the remaining subJeot to be oonsidered. 

you w111 kindly undertake to arbitrate 011 tho COlIllI1unal issue as 

atfeotlng the Hindus, Musl1ms and Sikhs. We shall abide by yo~ 

deois1on and recommend the same course to those we represent". 

The Indian delegates who could not agree among themselves 

agreed to abide by the arbitration of tho British Prime M1n1ster 

on the IDa st dirf10ul t problem of Cormtl1.mal settlement. 

The leadership ct the Muslims at the Round Table Conferenoes 
~M 

were w1th S1r Moha..--=~.ad Shafi at the first OQnterenoe and Wi th 

H.H. the Agha Khan at the seoond Conferenoe. Jinnah who had at

tended both the Conferenoes bad very little part to ~lay in shap

ing the developments. At the first RoWld Table Conferenoe he had 

urged fntransfer or all powers to Ind1an hands R wh10h evoked a 

COlDllent from London Times that h1s "was the only discordant 

V6ioen~ 'It i9 said that be even refUsed to partioipate at the 

deliberations of the Mlnor1tles' sub-OoLw1ttee which met under 

the Ohairmanship ot Ramsey Medonald. He refused to "l~sh dirty 

l1nen before 001' white masteru.~ 

Jinnah was not prepared to accept exte111al. intervention 1n 

Hindu-Muslim problem which he held was poss1ble of solution only 

intemally by a sp1rit of g1ve and take between the tl«>. After 

the seoond Round Table Oonference it not &190 during the Confe~ 

renoe Jinnah found himself isolated from all groups. In thB words 

of Manchester Guard1an ... I'Mr. J1nnah's poei tiOD at the Romd 

Table Conference wa.s Wlique~ The Hindus thought he was a OO!lDnu" 

• na11st, the MuSlims took,h1m to be a pro~H1ndu, tho pr1nces 

• 
1. Quoted 1n Muslim Politics by HUTJlayun Kab1r •. 
2. A Barrlster-o.t-Law- Jlnnah faoes an Assas1n. Page-g. 
3. Quoted 1n J1nnah faces an Assasin by A Barrister-at-Law. 

PaSe - 9. 
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deemed him to be too demooratio. The Brltlshers oonsidered him 

an extreme nat10nalist .;. w1 th the resul t that he was a leader -
111 thout follotf1ng". 

rc-J.. ' 
Not tmnatural, therefore, Jinnah was not invited to the third 

~. 

Bound Table Oonferenoe and he decided to 'stay on in England and 
(\ 

traot1oe at the Privy Counoil • The proceedings ot tho first 

two Round Table Oonferenoes had oreated a senae or disappointment 

1n Jinnah' e mind and be Was utterly disgusted. As he said slater. 

aNI reoeived tho shook of my life at the meet1ngs of the Round 

Table Contarenoe. In the !aoe o~ danger the Hindu senttment, the 

Hindu mind, the Hindu attitude led me to the oonolus10n that there 

vag no hope of tm1 ty. I tel t very paes1m1st10 about my oountry. 

'!he Mussalmans wera like dwellers in No Man's land; they were 

led either the flunkeys ot the British Government or the 08Utp 

follo",ers of the Oongress •••••• I felt so d1sappointed and so 

depressed that I deoided ·to settle doWIl in London n.' 

If Jinnah had deoided to stay on in England after the seoond 

ROWld !able Oonferenoe .. Moulana Mohauuuad Ali had already prefer

rod to die in the free air of England while the f1rst Conferenoe 

was not yet over. !he Moulana it may be not1oed was Uready siok 

before he left the shores of India and d1ed in England on Janu-

4, 1931. 

While the oountry'S future was being debated at the various 

Round Table Conferenoes' 1n London - the Muslims 1n India were 

broken up into various OlUilpS. J1nnah's nationalist and yet in

dependent platform had broken down due to sa non~0-Operat1on of 

the Congress under pressure ot the short Sighted and inoorr1g1ble 

Hindus. InThe house whioh J1nnah bu1lt had oollapsed at Oaloutta, 

but he was equally \DlhapP1 at the, sight of the COJlI!l1.Dlal edle1oe, 
L-

whioh the Punjab Muslim leaders we>re buUd1ng Up.--", He had tr1ed 

1. J1nnah 8peeo~ delivered at the A1igarh university on 5th 
FebrU 817 1938. Speeohes and Wr1tings of' J1nnah by Ahmad. 

2. Alberuni~kera of Pagea.3?-38. 
~ P8klBtan.Page~20? 
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to win over and influence the punjab leaders but bad to accept 

defeat. Hence his exit from India. With his exit the League ceased 

to be any longer a v1rlle organisation. The national1st MuSlims 

of all~Ind18 stature had either joined the Oongress direotly or 

slrelled number of the Nationalist Muslim Party under the leade~ 

ahil' of Dr. Ansari. On one side there were the D',' pro-British 

reactionory elements end on the other the pro-Congress progressive. 

TIlere was no middle course left atter the League ha.d gone down. 

Nor was their an,. platform for them both to meet and effeot a 

compromise • 

The PtmJab group had formod the All Jtart1es Muslim Oonference 

in whlnh the Agha Khan also joined. Sir MohaJmnad Shari and H.B. 

the Agha Khan dominated the soene which was made easy by the 
• 

breakdown of the League. No body oan possibly desoribe the then 

tr1umphant group who posed as leaders or the Muel1m OO ID10un1ty, 

bettor th~n J1nnah d1d 1n a fr1vate oon;versation at Oxford 1n 

1932. He said: ,tIlThe Muslim camp is full of tmse spineless 

people, who whatever the,. may s81 to me, will oonsult the Deputy 

Oommissioner about what they should don. ' 

Though the leadership was sp~neless tho Muslim Community 

as a whole oould not be spineless. There were seoond rate or 

even third rate leaders among them who refused to be a party to 

the se reactlonar1e s. Ahrars ot the P\UlJab and the Kh11d a1kh1dmat

gars of the N.W.F.P. were rebels against the dominant leadership 
, 

of their respect~~earoas. Both these organisations were re11gious-

ly puritani0 and po11tbally ant1-Brit1sh, and therefore in the 

o1roUlistanoes pro.;..conglI8se. !hey had even part10ipated in the 

C1T11 dlebbedienoe movement under the banner of the Congress. 

!he League could not do anY'th1ng~( It had no leadership, no mass . , 
contaot. So poor was the enthus1arm for the League that in 1931 

1ts A1Ultm1 Session was held in a ce.,r1vate house 1n Delh1~ Ohou-
. • 

1. Ib1d.page-209. (2) OhoudhurY,.B.K.-Mu811m Polit1cs in Ind1a. 
Page-42. 
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dhury Moha~:a.d Zafarullah KhM presided over the session. aea-

• It 

made a vain attempt to rev1 tal.1se the League by 1ohang1ng 1ts 

oreed from "the attatnment ot SwaraJ" to -the atta1nment of full 

I responsible Government ld th adequate and. .effeot1ve safeguards for 

the Mussalmans ll .) 

• This sess10n of the League brought about oerta1n organisa-

tional ohanges and opened it s' door to every adul t Muslims in the 

ootmtry who agreed to the League oreed and paid an annual subs .. 
0/ 

oription of' Rupee one. It also deoided to try a negotlatlon~r~ 
• 

smaJ gamat10n with the All-India Muslim Conferenoe, on the bas.is 

or League pr1nciples. 

~The League COlmoll meot1ng held on Maroh 5, 1932, to dis-

QUSS amalgamation with the All-India Muslim Conferenoe resulted 

1n further break up of 
.3 . 

the League itself. The quarrel was cen .. 

tered round. the personal1tie s of S1r Mohammad Yakub, and Mr. 

Abdul Az1z. On a teohnioal obJeotion raised by one Mr. Jafri 

to Sir. Mohammad Yakub1s oontinuing to aot as the seoretary of 

the League, Mr. Abdul Az1z, the pres1dent, gave a ru11ng1hat 

the office of the se8retary was vaoint and immediately dispersed 

the meeting w1thout allowing any body else to speak. The aotion 

of the Pre s1dent was condemned at an informal meeting of the Sou .. 

se. Sharp d1vis1on oame 1n the fold of the League. 

!he Musl1ms were poss1bly never more div1ded among themselves 

than when the Brit1sh (]overnment announoed the aoo~lunal Deo1sion" 

en August 4, 1932 with a supplement on Deoember 24. 

1. Mitra-Indian Annua' Register Vol. II 1931 
2. I1I1d. 
3. Ib1d. \ 

I 
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.~ The OoDilltmal deois1on of the Br1 t1sh Government was a deola-

ration of Indian disunity and the fa1lure of Ind1an leaders to 

agree among themselves despite repeated chance s g1ven 

to them to s1t aorose the Table and Ilsouss the problems. 'The 

• Award gave a recognition to 'depressed olasses·, reserved quota 

for them in the Legislature out of the general seats provl.ional-

I 
11 for ro years. The S~ • A.n~lo-Indians. Indian Cbri st1ans and . - -

Europeans gpt the1r separate eleotorate. Speo1al const1tuenc1es 

were created for COlIDllercia1 1nterests, Land';'h"lders, Universitl~ 

es and labourers. The Muslims also obta1ned further lease ot 

life to their separate eleotDrate. In the Provinoial allocat1on 
• 

of seats - the Muslims in Bengal obtained 119 as against 80 ge-

neral including depressed classes and that 1n a house of 250 • 
• 

In the punjab the Muslims were awarded 86 seats out ot a total 

of 175 seats though only 43 were meant as general seats. It is 

~ true that 1n the Muslim maJor1 ty Provinoe s they were to get 

more seats than the Hindus. but balanoe lay in the hands ot the 

Europeans, OOJ11l1lerclal and suoh other speoial oonst1 tuenoY' group B. 

The Award was taken as a personal injury by Gandhi. He bld 

•. '0 vetoed Communal settlement in London only to see the depres~ 

ed classes as polit1cal ly und1st1nguishable from the H1ndu Oom

munity of India. In protest he resolved to fast unto death. Fast

ing oommenced on September 20, 1932 but the depressed classes 

saved Gandhi's life and agreed to a compromise with the caste 

Hindus. The resul t was the Poona Pact which the Goverrlment a~ 

cepted. 

The annotmoement of the Conmunal Award did not produce _ 

any diate reaotion on the Muslims. They were muoh divided 

among the.selves. But the 

1. .AJDbedkar. B.R. -

conol us~on of the loona :F Paot was 

Thoughts ion Jakistan. AppendiX XI 
Bage - 366 .. 170. 
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'. 1 followed by an 'initiative on the pa,t of the Hindu leaders to 

) 

reach an agreemont with the Muslims.' The Muslims quiokly rea.oted 

to th1s move and as a prelude to an 1nterOODlRllmal agreement SOU

ght olosing rank among themselves. Moulana saultat .Ali was the 

leader of this move and he had aoti va SU"[lport from MoUlana AbuJ.. 

Xa1am Azad, Nawab IsmaU Khan and Dr. Zlauddln in this respeot. 

An all parties Muslim Conferenoe was held at Lucknoll on ootober 

16. 'It was a Conferenoe mainly of the Pro-Congress nat1onsJ.1st 
"V 

elements with members from the League in individua' capaoity • 

• The disouss1ons at the Conference were centred round Jln-

3 
nab's 14 points. Emphasise was laid upon the faot that Prov1nc1';' 

al. respons1bU1ty should be the first to come. On the quest10n 

of weightage the Oonference decided to aocept the Communal Award 

a'i the minimum Muslim demand. In general. an lD'lBlll1ml ty was reac~ 

• ed and Motilana NOhammadAl1's oondit1ons for a joint electorate 

was deolared to be aooeptable.4 

A 00 Ii 01\1 ttee was fomed with the leaders of th1 s Oonferenoe 

to negot1ate with other oomrnunlt1e s on these l1nes. This nego

tiating oommittee was given w1da powers. But on the question of 

we1ghtage the Coml'lll ttee had no option to oompromise. 

'The Oouncil of the All -India Muslim League also consider·· 

ad the Award and showed willingness to negotiato wi th the majori .. 

ty Conmltm1ty on the nature of the ele otorate provided defin1te 
..,-

proposals on this lssue were made to them.~ 

The General reaotion of the Muslims towards the Award spe

cially regarding the representat10ns in the Provincial Leg181aturee 

1. Coatman. J.- India in 1931-32. Page - 65. 
2. Ilnd. L 
3. Mitra - Indian Annual Register ~932. Vol. II 
4. Supra. page - 113 ~ 
5. Ibid. 

• 
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• 

appears to have been favourab1e. Even the Pro':'Corigress nationa-

lists were not inclined to give up the welghtage proposed 1n the 

Award • 

'I'he attempt of Moulana Shaukat Ali and others to olose the 

Muel.1m ranks was a fa.1lure. fJ. Many Muslims· specially of the North 

were outside the unity moves. Some of them were even opposed to 

1 t.' 

• 

The organisers ot the Lucknow Unity Conference, hal-leVer went 

ahead. An inter Co:m I!1.D1al Un1 ty Conferenoe was held at Allahabad 

on November 3, 1932. The Conference adjourned after constituting 
, , 

a Conlnlttee of over 20 members represent1ng the Hindus th" Mus-

11118 and the Sikhs to consider proposals for br1nging about an 

agreement between the various commun1t1es. 

By November H 15, the prooeedings of the Confwrence were 

broadcast throughout the ootmtry. Before the un! ty Conference 

could come to a f1nal agreement at the1r sess10n on Deaember 23, 

1932 - its del1berat1ons were denounced by var10us organ1sations. 

Dr. Mbonje had defected from the Conferenoe and on the 15th Nov

ember ithe Working Camilli ttee of the H1ndu Ma.hashabha oondemned 
v 

the Allahabad d1 eousslons. To them the trend of the Allahabad 

prooeedings had gone too far in agreeing to conoess1ons to mino

r1 t1e s which they denounoed as .. Antlna t10na] ". 

The reaotions ot: the League and the All-India Muslim Confe

rence were quick to tollow. ~A Joint meet1ng of the OounoUs 0'£ 

the Muslim League and of the Muslim Conference in which the Ken';' 

p~ branoh of the Jam1at-ae-tnsma also attended was held under 

the Pre s1denteh1p of Sir Abdullah Harooni> The Keeting 18so1ved 
a 

that the proposed base4i. ,of agreement 1s "impracticable and 

1. Coatman. J- India in 1931-32. ~ge - 65 
2. Ibid. ., 
3. Mitra - Indian Annl~' Register i932 Vol. II. 
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unacceptable· to Muslim interests. 

The Allahabad Conferenoe went ahead despite defeotion and ~ 
- ~ 

denunoiation. ~The Conferenoe agreed among others~to let the Mus-

l:1ms have 32% seats from Brl tish India at. the Central Legislature~ 

Regarding Sind, it agreed to it s constl tut1ng a Governor's Pro-

vinoe with safeguards for Hindu minorl tie s and wi thout 
I 

subvent1ol1 ;f'rom tho Central Government. But the agreement oame 

abollt too late for the British Government ha~ already ~deoided 

to aooord 33 j% seats to the Muslims in the Central Legislature 

and to create S1nd lnto a Province with subvention from the Cen-
~ 

tral (]ovarnLlent. The Government announcement 'Was made by Sir 

SBwIJe1 Hoare the then Secretary of state for India to the third. 

fi Round Table Conferenoe then 1n sesslon. 
" 

• 

," 

The Muslims obtained whatever they wanted. In faot, they were 

glven more than they had hoped for. It is true that the Muslim 

been olaiming ror ird seats since the days of the "])alh1 pro

posal? The dema·nd had been publioly reiterated in the resolut1ons 

of the -.All-parties Muslim Conference held ln Delhi in January 

19i19 ~nd sleo 1n • the 14 po1nts of Mr. Jlnnabf 8'Tho Muslims wow.d 

have agreed to 26~ representation from Britlsh India and 7% from 

Indian India (Indian states) thus ensuring 33 percent in the Cen

tral Legislature 1f the secret Gatldhl~MusJ.1m negotiatlons in Lon-
S-

don hac suoceeded. The Allahabad unlty Conference had assured 

thom 32 percent from British India whioh again was "denounoed by 

t the Hlndu Ma1ll1shabha, the punjab and Bengal Hindus. The British 

• 
1. Choudhury. B.M. - Muel:1m Politics - page - 42 
2. Oh1ntamani. C.Y.~ Ind1an politics slnoe the Mutiny - page -l~4. 
3. Supra. page B7 
4. eUpl'a.- ?age 

Appendix III 
• ~bedkar B.R. - Thought~ on p~stan Appendix • pages364~165 • 
• Coatman. J. - India in 1931~32,.page - 65 • 

• 
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Government now offered them 3~ percent representat10n fl'8II1 Bri

tish India';' the highest bid so fa:r. 

The Unity Oonference already denoWloed by the Musl:1ms and 

H1nd~ oOlamuna.l organisations had no ohanoe to surv1ve after this. 

The M\J.e11ms were g1 van more than their due po se1 bly w1 th & view 

to keep them away from the agitating Hindus. (It ~v be re-called 

that the Civil disobedience movement was then in lts full sw1ng). 

By a masterly stroke of pen the Brltish Government dealt a 

death blow tD the prospect of a political unity between the Hin

dus and Muslims. The Hindus could not certainly agree to pay a 

higher prioe and the Musl1ms did not risk to b11rgain further. The 
~. ~v; ""~ (....ur~ , ~ 

British declaration met three aar.lOendments moved by J1nnah to be 
A 

inoorporated in the Nehru Report whiCh were rejected by the Oal-
o 

outta Convention. The 4th amondment of Jinnah relatlng to resl-

dl19.ry powers to the Prov1noes was yet unaccoptable to the Brit1sh 

Government. The Muslims also did not press for' it at this st •• 

Nonetheless the Corn7.lmlal Award was a deolaration of the 

bankruptoy o~ the Indian statesmanship for whioh neither the 

minor! ty nOl" the foreign Government can be blamed too muoh • 

• 

• 

• • 

-_. 
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CHAPTER VII • 

j 

I 

1 

THE: BID FOR POVER. ( ,~~?> -\" ~r) .-

The Comm~al Award had assured a reasonable share of power 

to the Muslims. The MuSlim polit1cal part1es had, therefore, no 

ftU'ther demand to prese tor upon the Govt. either directly or 
• 

with the conourrance of the other communities living in India. 

One phaee of the Muslim political movement was over. Time had 

now came for them to addre~s the Muslim oommunity with positive 

pro~ramme of what they want to do wi th the pOl-/er granted to the 

comMunity as a whole. This wae a signifioant development in the 

Muslim politios of the country brought about by the declaration 

of the (]overnment - which wae later incorporated in the Govern-

ment ot India Act 1935. , 

The phase of Jockeying for power 'W,,, .. therefore ensued. The 

Mu~11m problems were not the same everywhere nor ,dth every 

claes constituting the cO~Qun1ty. The politicallY conscious 

sections among the 1~u9l1m9 were aJ.ready divided into a number 

of parties when the British announcement came. Though diffi

cult to note the part1es had the interests of different eco

nomic and Social olasses at their baee. None of the~, how

ever, openly declared their economic clase characteristics. 

tWe have noticed tho Khudai-Khidmatgars of the N. \'T.F.P. 

They were composed of a claes of people, economically and 

Socially ba.ckward. A~rs of the Punjab were equally of the 

baokward classee. Tl1cir political slogan was Hukmat-l-Ilahi, 

the counterpart of Gandhi' e slogan for Ram RaJya wlnch had 

a direct appeal to the backward maes. The mass had no 

noed or time to think over what actuaJly either Hukmat-1-lla

hi or Ram RaJya meant. Thelrlwas not a questioning mind. 
t 

, 
t , 
• 

-
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The se slo gan s on the otherhand had no appeal Wi th the intelle c

tual clas9- which aga1n came from the educated middle class of 

the sooiety. If the backwards of the Punjab fOlmed the Ahrar 

Pa.rty the Upper class had their own organisation too. ''Ie have 

seen how the Punjab leadership in the l-!'.1alim League broke away 

and formed the ~All India Muslim Conference~ Their breaking 

away from the Muslim League was socially significant. They were 

a class about whom Jinnah had rightly said that tthey would 

oonsul t a Deputy COIIlLlissioner before they would do anything. 2-

The All India MuSlim Conferenoe and later its successor body 

the Uhionist Party of the Punjab \rould never vote for the 11-

quidation of the British Raj whose stay in India lias rightly 

held as the means of their holding power. I Even as late as 

1936 Sir Fazli Hussain, one of the pillars of the All India 

Muslim Conference and an architect of the Unionist Party could 

not conceive of ousting t11e British domination: To him the com-

munal confliot in the cotUltry 'lilwas not to oust Erl tiah dornl-

nation but to seoure a position of importanoe and influence 

under Br1 tish domina tlon 1I~l+ tfherefore Sir Fazli Hussain alld his 

Unioniet Party became a national party ... gave up communal slo

gan and joined hands with tho Hindus and Sikhs of the corres-

ponding class. They "vere afraid to be progressive - to call 

in tlw Muslims of the lower class to Join them. Instead they 

called in upper class non-Muslims to ma1ntain their hold on 

the lower classes - Muslims ann. non-Muslims alike. 

1. The All Parties Muslim Conference which held its first 
session at Delhi under H!lH. the Agha Khan became a per
manent body (Supra page - 101 ) of the rea~tionery ele
ments after January 1929. The organisation was there
after named as All India Muslim Conference. 
$~-r~ 

2. ~ - page - ,~, 3. punjab Politics in 1906 by 
Sir Fail! Hussa1n. Quotation from the Birth of Pakistan 
by Dr. Saohln gen Page - 105. 4. Ibid-, 

• \ 
• 
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The Punjab phenomenon is sign1ficant. The Ahrara 11~,:e t~..e 

KhudR1 K111dmatgare WCl~e anti-Briti sh, na.t1onal1At A!1{1 thel~efore 

Pro-Congress. The All India Muslim Conference or the Unionists 

, were the reverse - pro~Br1t1sh. It was not peculiar in the pun-

• 

• 
Jab alone. The Mbmlns of Bihar, composed of the Muslim artisan 

class of weavers, '-Tere po11tically pro-Congress. Only in Bengal 

the Krishak ProJa Party (the peasant's party) declared their 

class oharacteristios by the name of the organisation itself. 
t 

Its leadership had no Krlshak Proja - but only the rising Mue-

lim middle 

proprietor 

Congress. 

class drawn from the non-oultivating petty peasant , 
group. Politically, they too were nationalist and pro-

Tho KhB.kears of the Punjab, a party orGanised by AlJ.ama 

Inayetullah Mashriqu1, was a militant re11g1o-po11tical group 

- a direct influence of H1tler1te GeI~any on the Indian Muslims. 

They were suppressed by the unionists of the Punjab as they were 

oonsidered to be pro-left and anti-British. 

The reg19na1 development of political parties is again a 

point to note. T110 Krlshak ProJas, the Momin, the Ahrars and the 

Khudal Khidmatgare were provincial parties of the comparatively 

backward claes. Yet they coUld not combine on an all Inida plane, 

because it 19 always more difficult for them to combine the, 

the bigger interests. 

The Muslim League at its earliest phaee was a combination 

of the top-most Muslim interests in the British Indian ompire. 

The arietooraoy gave pla.ce to the upper-middle olass in the se

cond decade of the twentieth oentury. Despite the contlnuoue in-

orease in the size of the eduoated Muslim middle class the leader-

sh1p of the League WBa retained hy the older group until it be-
• \ 

1. The Krishak ProJa Party in Bengal wag organised mainly 
by Mr. A.K. Fazlul Huq and Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed. Both 
of them like the1r other oolleagues came from the ri
sing Muslim middle olass fam1lies who were not peasante 
themselves. Both are lawyers. 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



• 

-~-
131 

came morc progressive eo as to be Clearly anti-British and nat1on

allet'- in outlook. In fact the MUs11m League was the most ar

dent champion of the national cause between 1924 and 1929 than 

even the congress was. 'The Musl1m League under J1nnah l s leader

ship had expelled the reactioneries whl1~ the Congress submitted 
I 

to the reactionary pressure. 

The going down of tre League in 1930 was a triumph of the 

reactioneriee. Those ~who could not join the reactioneries made 
~ 

unconditional surrender to the Congress. 

The Civil-Disobedient movement launched in 1930 was a press" 

ure exerted to the Government to adopt the Nehr:u Report. ~Thc 

All India Muslim League had no support for the movement'; The 

Nationalist Muslims and the Jamiat joined it. After a short 

truce in 1931 the movement Was la'Wlched again in 1932 for the 

failure of the implementation of the Gandhi Irwin Pact by the 

Govt. In the renel"ed Civil Disobed1ent movemen t too the Muslims 

participated in large numbers. The 9wadeehi movement, as it was 

known, specially its economic implications had an irresistible 

appeal to the Muslim masses. Gandhi and the Congress were more 

known to a lrfuslim peasant Ol~ artisan than the Lea.gue and the .. 411 

Ind1a Muslim Conference who were fighting for their supposed 

political rights. Ansari and Azad became more known in ordinary 

Muslim house than Shaf1, Fazli Hussa1n or even Jlnnah. The con

tact with the larger section of tho MuSlims even of the MuSlim 

Part1es was through this Congress movement. The sta,ndpolnt of 

the League vis-a-vis the Congress was little known or hardly 

• 1. Shafi~group of Pro-Britishers were expelled b~ the 
Cal. cutta ae ssion of the AIl-1L. (Supra page -~.j ) • 
Tho Congress on the other hand could not carry its Ma
dras resolution into practice under reactionery press
ure. 

• 2. Namely the member.s of the, Jarn1at and the MuSlim Natlona-
1ist party. , 

• 
3. Coatman., J - India in 1929-30 - page - 72. 
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appreciated. 

We have noticed the gradual disintegration of the League 

until 1932 by twhlch time SS had changed i te creed and thrown 

open its door to every adult Mussa1 man l'aying Rupee one as ann

ual subscrlptionJ The story of ~ the League in 1932 was most 

tragic - it had virtually ceased to exist:VThe announcenent of 

tm COlIlIUunal Award suddenly raised its importance and attempts 

began to revive it with a view to capture pO"ler through its plat. 

form. As we have seen ~ the Muslim organisations ,·rere mostly 

Provincial bodies with no affi11ation outside the respect1ve 

Provinces. MOreover they represented either Pro-Brit1sh or pro-

Congress views. There wa.s no All India Platfol'tl advocating a 

natlonaliRt and yet an independent MuSlim view, The growing 

MUE:1lim middle class had ilo platfol'ln. The want could be filled 

Up by the League and League alone. 

In 1933, therefole , there \·rere rival clai~ants for the 

League leadership. WhUe there was no armual session of the 

League in 1932 there were two such sessions in 1933. 'Of the 

two one was held on October 21, 1933 at Howrah under the Pre

sident ship of l.{r. Abdul Aziz, who l;la.d played no mean part in 

'lL"ldoing the League only a year aJ. liThe other session was held 

on November 25,1933 at New Delhi - Hafiz Hedayet Hussainfre

siding. 4 

Both were self-tmposed leadership of the League. The How

rah meeting was boycotted by the Bengal provincial League. The 

reason put fOr\oJard for the boycott was ~ugh j;$ as a Provln-
.j.. *£. 

clal. branch was enti tled to be consul ted holding the actual 
~ I 

1. The AnnuaJ session of the League held in 1931 at Delhi 
under the Pre sident shin "Of Choudhury Jafarullah Khan . ~ 

changed the creed of the \Lea8Ue and its constitution 
(~upra. page - I.,.""" ) . . 

2. Choudhury., B.lrf. - Muslim Politics in India. Page - 46 

. 3. Mitra -. In<\ian Anllua1 Register 1933 Volw-- II 
4. Ibid. 
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session in the Province it wag i~nored, and therefore under the 

League constitution the present session was not in ord_or and that 
f 

of the two rival Lc.agu8s, 1t "fas "difficult to say whicll was the 

original and which was the rebel body".' 

• 

The weakness of the ~eague as it was. aptly demonstrated in 

the HDwrah session alarmed th.e leaders and therefore a serious 

2 B,ttempt was Inade to close the ranks. Accordingly, the two gl"oUps 

came togetl1er on MaI'oh 4, 1934 in a meeting Preaio.ad over by Hn-

fiz Hedayet.Hussa1n. The League leadership was aware of their 

limitations. The organisation itself had in the words of Begum 

L1akat Ali KhBn ~nnelther d1gnity nor power". 3 

In the move to unify the League, Nawabjada Lia~t Ali Khan, 

an Oxford graduate ha.d a leading role to play. It had become 

I clear to all that the then set of leaders of the League could not 

inspire conf1dence of the people nor d1d they have the dr1ve 

that the party needed from its leaders. At L1B~~t Ali's suggestion 

the party decided to invite Jinnah to pres1d.e over its destiny. 

L1SVt Ali ha.d 1n Jul;r. 1933, made the offer to Jinnah dill'ing a 

pr1vate visit to him in London~. • "They need someone who 1 s tU1-

purcha~able II pleaded Liakat Ali, urg1n~ J1nnah to come back to 

Ind1pf ~IIYou must come back. The people need you. You alone can 

put life into tIle League and save 1 t If. Jinnah had agre ed but 

waited until the League offered him the Lwadersh1p. 

Zlnnah's election to the pre sldentship of the League had 

raised much hope. Bpeculation was r1pe regarding the possible 

change 9 in its policy. It was 110ped that the doors of the Lea-

g11e would be l"e-opened to tho so Muslims w110 held more radical 

polit10al v1ewl3. There was a divergence of opinion on the white 

1. Ib1d. 2. M1tra - Indian ~nnual Register 1934 Vol. I 
• 

3. Bolitho, H - Jlnnah - Pat~ - 105. 4. Bo11tho, Hector -
Jlnnah - Page - 105. ~~d. 
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paper proposals bet\recn Mr. Jinnah and other leading Muslim 
, 

League spokesmen. ~Jlnnah had been while in London voicing un-
• 

equivoclU condemnation of the entire constitutional scheme as 

embodied in the white paper, while the attitude of the. Musl 1m 
( 

League leaders to 

1ngly 8the Muslim 

it was one of.general support 
t ~. 

(' • ; - •. Accord-

nationalists under Mr. Aeaf Ali joined the 

Council meeting of the All India Muslim League held on April 2, 

1934 
'Y 

with Mr. Jinnah in the dhair. The meeting resolved to ac-
'in 

cept the communal Deoision/eo far as it goes' and on that basis 

expressed readiness uto Co-operate \,li th other connnuni ties to 8e-

cure such a constitution for India as will be acceptable to the 

country II. This resolution caused mltch disappointment in the Con

gress o1rc~ls. Rhortly afterwards J1nnah left for England not to 

ret~ until Janue.ry 1935 to attend the meeting of the Central 

Legislature. ~'{hile absent in England Jinnah was elected to the 

Central Legislature by the Muslims of Bombay, in October 1934~ 

~Tl1C unification of the rival groups in the League in March 

1934 was, however, 1mrnediately follo'tved by an attempt by H.H. the 

Agha Khan to amalgamate the All India Muslim Conference with the 
Muslim 4-

re-Q~1ted/Lcague. J1nnah was not yet in the Bcene and the move 

hed failed. ~W1th the approach of the olection to the Central 

LegiBlature a need was felt to reach an workable agreement be-

tween the two groups in order to present an united platform for 

the Muslims.SA meeting of the executives of the two bodies there-

fore met 1n Simla in August 1934. There they formulated a joint 

programme for the elections to be fought. tiThe Muslim electors 

were urged to vote for the nominees of either or~an1sat1on who 

were cormh1 ttcd to uphold the COHwlunal Decision of the Government' 

and thuR pre~ent an opposition to the Congress which had decided X 

• 
1. Coatman., J - Ind~a in 1913-34. Page - 19. 2. Ibid. 
3. Bo11tllO, Hector - Jlnnah woo: page - 109. 4. Coatman.J -

India in 1933-34. Page - 19. 5. Ibid-page 34. . 
6. Ibid. 
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4. 
enter the central Legislature under tIle name of 6waraJy~Party 

wi th a programme among others to tmdo tlle comInunal Award and subs

titute it by the national demand on the lines of what Gandhi had 
I 

putforward to the Round Table Conference. ~Mr. Asaf Ali was main-

ly reeponsible to make Gandhi agree to tne Congress entering 
'Y 

the new Legislature. The policy alignment in the electione, there-

fore, Was Congre ss and Hindu Mahaehabha on one side and t116 Mus-

11m League and the Muslim Conference on the other. The Congress 

henceforward was being branded as a Hindu organisation by a soc

tion of the Muslims who forced the League to close ranks with the 

reactionery elements constituting the l~uRlim Conference • 

. 
This development in the politics of India in 1934 reacted 

adversely on inter communal relations. Riots broke out almost 

eVOrYWhere~- ~Benares, Cawnpore, Lahore, Oudh, peshawar, Bhagal-

pur, Kannanore, Ghazlptn' and also in various parts of Bengal and 

Sin~. The explosive occasions were the Hindu festivals of Holy 

and the Mualim festivals of Mul'1arran and Bakar I'd. 

lAnnah came back to India to attend the session of the Cen~ 

tral Legislature in January 1935. kThe Legislative Assembly in 

India was invited to discuss and pass an opinion on the proposals 

of the Joint Parliamentary committee's Report embodying the future 

constitutional provisions ~ which were drafted on the be.sis of a 

white paper published after the conclusion of the Round Table 

Conference.4 The constitutional scheme recommended (a) Communal 

Award (b) Provincial autonqmy and (0) a federal Government. In 

the Central Legislature Mr. Bhluabha1 Desai urged rejection of 

the said scheme as instructed by the Congress wol"king Conunittec l s 

resolution of 5th - 7th December 1934f'The Congress 1'!orking Com

mittee had characterised the scheme as "designed as it 1s to fac1~ 

1. Sitaramya., P ..:. The History of the Congress - Pase- 56? 
• 

2. Ibid. . • l 
3. Coatman., J ~ India in 18y~34. page - 19. 
4. Ahmmad. j J ~ Select 

5. 81 taramya.. p .. TIle 

writinge and speeches of Mr. Jlnnah
Page .. 1. 

Hletory of tle CongreS8 - Page - 598. 
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litate and perpetus.te the domination and explol tation or this 

COlmtry by alien people under a costly mask, 18 fraUght with 

greater mischief and danger than e"fTen the present Conet1tut1on". 

No reference Was me.de to Comcnmal Dec1 sion in the Congress con-

• demnation of the scheme. Instead the Congress supported the con-

tinuance of the existing constitution 'liuntil it is replaced by 

one framed by a Constituent Assembly in accordance with the Con

gress resolution on the 8ubJectll~ An indirect hint at rejection 

of the CommWla.1 Decision was, however, made. 

l-ir. J1nnah moved his adljhcndments in the Central Legislature 

on February 7, 1935. The Be 't-lere three in number,. one relating 

to connuWlal Award and the other tl10 relating to const1 tut10nal 

provisions recommended in the Joint Parliamentary Committees's 

Report. 

'l
Mr. Jinnah's amendment was as follows :-

• 

@Hl. That this Assembly accepts the communal Award, so far 

as it goes J until a substitute is agreed upon by the various com-

mW1i tie s concerned ". 

"2. As regards the Bcheme or Provincial Governments, this 

House is of opinion that it is K most uneatiefRctory and dis-

apno1nt1ng in as muoh as it includes various objectionable fea

tures, particularly the establiehnent of second Chambers, the 

Extra ordinary and epecial powers of Governors, provisions re

latlng to Police rules, secret servioe and Intel+igence Depart

ments, wh1ch under the real control and responsibi11ty of the 

Exeoutive and Legislature in effective and therefore unless these 

obJect1onable features are removed, it will not satisfy any sec

tion of Indian opinion. 

1. Ibid. 
• 

2. Quoted il) Sltaram ya.P - History of tho' 
Congre S 9.. Page .. 596. 
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U3. With respect to the scheme of the Central Government, 

called 'All ~ India Federation' this House 1s clearly of opinion 

that 1 t iF! fundamentally bad and totally unacceptable to the 

people of British India, and, therefore, recommends to the Go

vernment of India to advise His Majesty'.s Government not to pro

ceed with any legi~ation based on this scheme and urges that 

immediate efforts should be made to coneider how best to esta

blish in British India alone a real and complete Re~on9ible 

Government, and 1'1i th that View, take steps to revlelrl the whole 

posi tion in consultation with Indian opinion without delayll. 

~In the voting on the first amendment the Congress put up 
, 

a counter-alnendment suggesting neutrality on the point. The Con-

gress suggestion was outvoted. 1fuen J1nnah l s amendment was put 

to vote the Congre S8 rCluained mentral and the motion was carri-

ed by the Musealmans with votes alao from the Government members. I 

~ 
Tl1C second and third amendlnents were also carried by 74 

votes against 58 votes. The whole House participated the Govern

ment and nominflted members opposing the motion. "1--

The result of the debate in the Legislative Assembly Was 

considered, to be a peroona~ triumph for Mr. J1nnah anc! the Mus-

lim League. Jinnah had virtually spoken in the same voice as if 

the Congress except in matter of Communal Award. The Law member 

of the Government while comnenting on the last two runendments 
~ 

of Jlnnah, sa1dl-

6 
IINow, Sir, I was going to say that instead of the honest, 

direct and the frontal attack l'lhich come s from my friend 11r. 

Dosai, we have this d1singen1oua and indirect attaclc from my 

1. 91 taramya., P - The H1s1iory of the Congrees. Page -
. 596. 

2. Ibid. "\ 

I 

3. Quoted in S1taramya., P - The History of the Congress. 
page -- 597. 
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Hon. friend, Mr. MOhammad Ali J1nnah, Although directed on the 

identical purpose. My Hon. friend knows perfectly ~rell that 82-

though, in form, it 1s an attack only on ha1f, yet in substance, 

in effect, there 1s no difference 1n the amendment of my Hon., 

friend Ml'. Jlnnah, and the amendment of "t!he Congre sa leaders". 

While the Central Legislative Assembly was in session ne5~

tiatione were started for an agreed settlement between the Con-

grese President M~. Rajendra Prasad and the League President Mr. 

Jlnnah - to replace the Communal Award •• It continued from Janu~ 

· ary 23, to March 1, but without any result. The leaders agreed 

f in a joint statement to declare that they could not agree. 

~U'''e have made earnest efforts", declared the Joint state

ment It to find a solution concernod. 'ie regret that in spi tc of 

our best efforts we have not been able to find such a formlua. 

We realize that the Communal harmony and concord are essential 

for the progress of the Country and we can only hope that forces 
'2.. will ariee which ,dll malcc a future attempt more fruitful u• 

Meanwhile the Government of India Act based mainly on the 

white Paper and Joint Parliamentary Committee I s Report Was passed 

by the Bri tish Parlia.ment and received the Royal assent on July 

2, 1935. 

The inter~oommunal relations in India deteriorated with the 

passing of the Government of India Act. 3pandit Malavya and C.Y. 

Chintamani had organised an Antl~Comflunal Award front to protest 

against the welghtage and separate electorate given to the Mus-

9alman9~ ·rn 1936 Caloutta witnessed two mammoth demonstrations 

one against and another in favour of the Communal Award~ The Ben-

gal Hindus with blessings from the provincial Congress submitted 
• 

• 
1. Sitaramya., P - The H18to~ of the Congress - page - 601. 
2. Noman., l~ - Muslim India. 'page ~ 324. 
3. Ibid. Page ~ 324. 
4. Singha Roy.~ B.p.-parliamenta~ ~~vernmcnt in India. 

· Page - 378. 
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a memorial to the Secretary of state for India, Lord Zetland, 

for the annulment of the award. ~There was a protest meeting 

held on JUly 15, at the Calcutta Town Hall, ~~th poet, Rabln

dra Nath Tagore in the Cl1;I.1.r'. !The Hindu Protest meeting was 

followed by a Public meeting organised. by the Mus sa' mane held 
~ 

in the sarne hall on AU~18t 2 •. The meeting was presided over by 

Sir Abdul Halim Gaznav1. The Calcutta meet1ngs '"lere significant 

in so far as they demonstrated the inter-communal relations 

in the whole Province. There were also outbreaks of communal 

r10ts in Bengal and the Punjab. In Lahore, trouble had started 

when the bitterness were created on the question of the Sikh 

occupat10n of a mo sque in Shah1dganJ area. The PtUljab l-!uslims 

and the PWljab Sikhs from whom the bulk of the British army 

used to be recru1ted in India - started fighting among them

selves and the reeult was horrible. ~Jinnah went to Lahore 

as a mediator. He pacified the Muslims and urged them to pro
~ 

aced constitutionally. Without sacrificing the claim for the 

mosque he brought it home to his militant listeners that 

~there is no question of defiance or intim1dation of the sis

ter oommunity. ,,4ThO Sikhs arO a great oommunityll he added Iland 

nothing will ~lease me more than an honourable Bcttlc~ent 

with them and we shall spare no paine for that. ,,"His success 

was unique and the Government of the Punjab appreciated the 

service rend~red by J1nnah in restoring communal peace in the 

Provinco. S-

The Government of India Act as passed by the British Par-

liamont had t~~en no notftce of the two amendments moved by Jin-

nah wld supported by the Congress. The Congress naturally re

oeived the new Act with disfavour and they eaid they would not 

1. Ibid. 
2. Ibid. 

3. Bolitho. Hector - Jlnnah - Page - 110. 
4.'Lateef. S.A. - Tho Great Leader 

Pa~e - 126. 
5. Bo11tho., Hector - J1nnah. Page - 111. 
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work it. 

The Muslim Camps as not1ced already, were many and their 

reactions ,,rcrc not immediately available. The Muslim League l~ae 

yet to be 1"eorgan1sed. On the wIlole the Act found no favour with 
• 

tho Mus11ms either, but as J1nnah said later he ~ "saw that the 

new constitution was co~1ng.From 1924 to 1936 it came to this -

nqthing doing. In sheer de~erat1on ! called the session of the 

All-India Muslim League in Apr1l 1936") 

The Congress in the words of Jawaharla2 Nehru had branded 

tre Act as a tn new charter of slavery to strengthen the bonds 

of imperialist domination and to 1ntensify the explo1tat1on of 
t.-

our masses ll • The League was no less vocal in condemning tIle Act. 

The League in its official resolution of the Bombay session 

(coomencing on April 12, 1936) had characterised the federal part 

of the new const1tution as t! l1 fundamentallY bad; it 1s most re

actionary, retrograde, injurious and fatal to the vitsl interests 

of British India vis-a-vis the Ind1an states and it is caJ.culat

ad to thwart and delay indefinitely the ree~1sat1on of India's 

moet clleriehed goal of complete responsible Government and is 
j 

to tally unacceptable ". The Provinc1al part of the oonst1 tu tion 

was not ha1led as an ideal one and under J1nnah l s lnspil"ation, 

the League decided to utilise it for ~nwha.t it is 'tvorth, ins

p1te of the most objectionable feature contained there1B,J which 

render the real control and responsibi11ty of the Ivl1nlstry and 

the Leg1ele.ture over the en tire field of Governlnent and the Ad-

" ministration ungatoryu. Regarding Communal .Al-lard the League only 

accepted it UtilI a substitute is agreed upon between the Conuau

nitv' concerned." Tllcre ''Ins no '-1ord of thanks for the British 
" 

Government. 

• 
1. Jlnnah address d~llvered to the .Aligarh students Feb-

ruary 5, 1938. Ahmed.J-Writin~s and Speeches of Mr. 
J1nnw1. Page - 38. • 

2. Noman. M - MUslim India Page - 328 
3. saiy1d., M. H. - Mohammad Ali Jinnah - A political stuaw. 

Page - 541 
4. Ibid. 
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The Bombay session of the League was presided over by Sir 

Wazlr Hasan - who had all praise for the new constitution. The 

dominent note of the League resolution want counter to what the 

President of the session had v&iced : 
• 

JilIn my opinion the Constitution of 1935 Provides much larger 

scope and gives more pO't1ers to O'.lr lftnistcrs to. carry out bene

"1ctnt reforms in almost all the nation bu1lding departments tt • 1 

To him this was su~ficient to dole out some concessions to the 

classes of people below and ~ltgiVillg them at least the rudiments 

of civilised existence and making them rree citizens of a free 
'2-

land. II This he pleaded was 3-lIthe duty if it is not only an obli-

gatlon created by self 1nterest of all us, educated classes, 

capitalists, and land holders to lay the foundations of a new 

structure. Of course, in order that this effort must fructify, 
.3 

sacrifices lnll have to be r.lade on the pa,"'t of all il • Sir Wazir 

made no secret that in the event of their failing to act quick-

doom was imminent. "Unless such change is soon made the whole 

of the social structure must come down with a crash which will 

involve the extinction of not only the educated sections of our 

people but al eo of al.l privileged classe 8, whether they hold 

priv1loge by reason of caste, land or IOOnoy". The entire logio 

bohlRa the Presidential speech was that the constitution i~ to 

be worked for pOlt/ere given to cal"ry out 'beneficent reforma' -

eo that the privileged class may not suffer ext1nction. 

1. Presidential address of Sir Waz1r Hasan, quoted in 
Muslim India by Mohammad Noman, Page - 326. 

2. Presidential address of Sir Waz1r Hasan, quoted in 
the Muslim League election l.fanifesto (1936) 

3. Ibid. 
• 

• 

• 
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There was no mention of excessive powers given to the burea

craoy to veto the decisions of popular ministry or gainst using 

the reactionery princes as agents of imperialism to retard the 

democratic advancement of the country. 

• 

Ineplte of 9ir Wazir, Jinnah gave expression to the voice of 

the progressive }.{usllm intelligentia of India. He vehemently cri

ticised the reactionery clauses in the constitution~ and himself 

moved the main resolution adopted by the League session. 

TIle discorda.nt note in the voice s of Muslim India "VTas much 

too audible. The question al~ose which voice was to drOlffl the other, 

under tho canopy of the League had aA~embled the privileged class 

- who wanted to maintain what they had by timely conce~g1one to 

the starv1n~ maeAee below. There was another voice .- and the adop

tion of thr. resolutions on the GovernlLlent of India Act suggest -

a stronger voice which was more radical - antl-Britiah and na

tionalist. The latter ~4ke for India's future and not for future 

of the privileged class nor of the Muslims alone. Th1A voice 

(J1nnah l s) was to dominate but it had many hurdle to cross. 

As Jinnah recalled later AIIT~ere was opposition from every 

direction, from the Congress, from many of our own people~'EaCh 

opposition had its own reasons. The congress Preae denounced 

J1nnah as a Communalist because Jinnah and the League had accept

ed the COrIU:'lunal A\V'ard. To his Congress and Hindu critics he said 

that the Muslim Leaguo was ready more than ever to join hands 

with the Congress in the struggle for freedom. t"The 1~u811m9 of 

Indian, Jinnah assured his orl ties, lIal"'e wil11ng and even more 

anxious than any other community to fight for the. freedom of the 
1-

mother India hand in hand ''lith other communities". He hRd even , 
, 

• 

1. Jinnah'a speech to tho AligRrh students delivered on 
~th February 1938 •. I\hmad. J - writings and Speeches of 
Mr. Jlnnah. page - 38. 

2. Quoted in The Great Loader by S.A. Latcef. Page - 128. 
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annealed 'Mitre we going to move on and apply our minds to larger 

~nest1one affecting L~dia ? Close the controversy over the com-

munal Award for the time being and God Willing we would produce 

better settlement U'. e-UNo constitution 1s permanent. eonstitutions 
'l-

are made by men but men are not made by constitutions. II Yet the 

Hindu Press gave no re soi te to Jinnah. Chintamani, l.,faJ.avya and 

many other prominent congress1tes '\vera all out for the denOWlce-

ment of the OOxnlaW1al Award despite the off1cial neutrality of 

the Congress. The shadow of the Congress was a. menace to Jinnah 

~ 
~"h1ch he co.uld not fight. He had appealed to the Congress, IINe-

t ver mind what was done, stop this bitter controversy over the 

Communal Ali'ard. Good, bad or indifferent let it stand in the ab

sonce of an agreed solution. Let us face the bigger i89ue"~ Con

gress alone could have 8to~the controversy if it wanted to. If 

it had failed the Hindu communalist would have been exposed. Ins-

tead the Congress remained neutral allowing each to draw his own 

conclusions. Jinnah concluded Con~~ess was backing Hindu COI~una

lism - ,-11th certainly ample reasons for the said conclusion."In 

Bengal at least the Congress did not remain neutral~ The Provin-

cial Congress openly sy~thiued with the Hindu agitation in Ben-

gal against the commW1al award. 

The League had d6cided to fight the new ele etion. ~uWe do 

not accept the reforms ll Bald Jinnah II which ha\"c been forced 

on Us but at the sBlne time lie cannot remain outside the Councils. 

We will try inside as well as outs1de the Legislature to achieve 

om' Objectll.~Jlnnah was a realist and faced the issue boldl.y. TIle 

CongreAs also agreed to work the constitution after having declar

ed not to work it. To save the face they declared that they iwould 

enter the Legislature W1der the new oonstitution only to ulfl'eck 

.he constitutlon n•4 
" 

1. Ibid. 2. Ibld~ 0.A"AAr.S~~ 18 4. Singha Roy. J B.P. -
Parliamentary Government in India. page - 378. 

5. Jinnah l e speech at tIle Badshahi mo aque, Lahore. Quoted 
1n Muslim India by MohaMmad Noman. Page - 330. 

d 
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I 
The Bombay session of the League had decided to fOI~ a Mus-

lim League Parliamentary Board in order to fight the election. 

·Jinnah had been authorised to fO!'fll it. He came out to enlist 

Bupport of the Muslim" ... liThe aim of the Muslim League iB not 

to sp11 t but to un! te the Muslims on a common platfol1n II - said , 
J1nnall 1n an election speech at Lahore. It was almost like try-

ing the impossible,- He wanted the wolf and the lamb to sail in 

the same boat. In other words, the League intended to hold the 

Privileged, the intelligentia and the maes together. 

~11 th a view to ascertain the }.{uslim opinion and to popula-x 

rise the Muslim League Jinnah tOUl1 ed almost all the provinces in 

British India. He met stiff opposition from the privileged class 

which had nothing to gain from the League with its new trends. 

It seems they were mQre conscious of the econom1c class dietlnc-

tion than was Jinnah. In this Jinnah persistod right to the end-

which poseib1y gave him some immediate advantage, but left many 

new problems created for the League in future. 

t 
Sir Fazli HUssain of the punjab, a prominent member of the 

now defunct All India MuSlim Conference, reorganised the Union
"l-

ist party of the Punjab in 1936. ~The Unionists d10gniaed the 
1\ 

Communal problem as due to eoonomic reasons~ They forgot all 

about the "Muslim Conference n and their role during tIle Round 

Table Conference, and became ardent champions of a non~commun81 

partl. eIn truth they formed an united inter cOTOlnunal party of 

the Feudal elements in the Punjab. The Muslim League with its 

door flung open to the mass was no place for them. Sir Fazli 

HUssain and his pB.rty saw no defects in the new constitution and 

1. Quoted in Muslim India by Mohammad Moman. Page 330. 
2. sen., Sachin ~ The Birth of Pakistan. page - 105. 
3. Ibid. 

• 
• 

• 
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like high-minded nationalists refused to be dragged in a Commu

nal Party like the Muslim League. Jinnah argued :-
.. uThe reason why they wanted communal, Part1es, was that 

as the constitution was based on COl!ltlW'lal. eleotorates, . they 

would have to en~er the Le~181atureon cn~munA1 ticket. It was 
-' 

their deAire to become Communalised. They had made it clear, 

they would enter the Council through separate electorates but 

wh1le in the Legislat"dlre they would co-operate and form al11-

ance s Wi th tho se who se ideal s are lden ti cal with their s. III 

But the arg'~ent fell on deaf ears. 

Instead of the Upper class Joining the League - those that 

were already in it started deserting in quick suocession. ~Tawab 

Yusuf and the Nawab of Chhatari resigned, II on the plea that the 

Co-operation between the Hindu Zamindars and Muslims was essen
'),..t/t 

tla1 and the1r ideaJ. was Dominion status". -Sir Abdullah Haroon 

of Sind and a few others also resigned from the League~ 4S1mllar 

plea - namely fOI'mation of mixed parties was put fOI'Wapd by one 

t1ce League Pres1dent (1932) Mr. Sayed Abdul Aziz of Bihar. He 

also resigned as the Muslim League was a COIDmWlal body. '+ 

~ig.nificantly the Jamiat, (mainly of the U.P.) and treAhrars 

of the punjab were ~lling to join the Muel~ League parliamentary 

Board. ~ho Ahrars had one objection - none of ~he M1rza1 s (Qa-

dlanls) was to be allowed in the Muslim Lcagu~-Of cOUI'fJe. this 

was an objection moye religious than economic or political.In 

the punjab Jlnnah had thus only tIle ~'1rars and the poet-philoso-

pher Dr. Mohammad Iqbal to support him. 

1. Noman. , M - Muslim India. Page - 330. 
2. Ibid-page ~ 331. 
3. Ibid - page - 332. 
4. Ib1d -
6. Ibid. page - 329. 

• 
• 
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In Bengal. t11e League affairs were mismanaged. Careful handl

ing would have brought about a ooalition of the Kr1shak praJa 

wi th the League in forginS a joint front to fight the elections. 
t 

4N1khU Banga Krishak Praja Samity had at least the following 

objects in corrunon 'tiith the League:- • 

(a) to prose for full responsible government with safeguards 
for Muslims. 

(b) to protect the political and religious rights of Indian 
Musl1Jns, 

(0) to promote friendship between M11Sl1ms and other commu-
nities, 

(d) to repeal all repressive lawS J 

(e) to reduce the heavy cost of administrative machinery, 

(f) to make Primary educa.tion free and compulsory, 

(g) to promote and protoot the Urdu language and script. 

As not1ced earlier the K1"tishak Pl"laja was apparently a non-

denominational party in name, democratic in character and pro~ 

gress1ve in political outlook. Inspite of its peculiar J.tuslim 

slogans it was pro~Congree8. 

The League lead.crship in BengaJ. had devolved on Zaminder-cum

mercant1le group who posed as self made leaders of the Community. 

Their claim to the leadership was their privileged position as 

landlords and moneyed people. Clash of personalities kept Fazlul 

Huq out of the League leadership and Fazlul Huq represented the 

rising Muslim oducated class 1'11 th roots in the s011. Jinna.h couJ.d 

have prevented the development had he been a:~ro.re. In truth he was 

totally ignorant of the Bengal Muslim Society. He might have knO'tID 

CEl~outt£l but no city not even Calcutta, did represent Muslim Ben-

gal. 

'11th 1i ttlc preparation, no mass con tao ct the League faced 

• 
• 

1. Slngha Roy., B.P. - parliamentary Government in India 
Page - 379. 
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the elections in January, 193? 4!.u\,11th no primary organ1.-

sat1on" , 1 ' :" 
11 

t!h$ J.~ and with very inao_equate resources the League 

fought the elections -------- But still in some of the Muslim 

maJOI'ity provinces tllore was no Muslim League party", admitted 

I ~ 
Jlnnah. In tho absence of a proper or~anisation the League form-

ed a parliamentary Board and issued an election manifesto leav-

lng it to the Muslim intelllgent1a to carry the massage to the 

rnB.eee 8. 

The election manifesto was an important document. It sum

med up the League's political attitude,and also the ldflal it ho

ped to realise if ~t](jCbl pO"(-ler is given. The League reiterated ita 

stand for full responsible government, denoun'ced IIlSdoUblc do-

mination of reactionery forces and imperialistic pO\'1cr II that 

was generated by the Government of India Act 1919~ The League 

was no less strong in denouncing the Government of India Act 1935 

which was A:llforced Upon the people of India ll , "against their 

will and insp1te of their ~repeated dieapproval and dissent ex-

pressed by the various parties and bodies in the country". Dee-

plte the Leaguels decision to work the Provincial part of the 

Government of India Act it had no pra1se for it. Jinnah had 

made no secret of his attitude towards the new constitution in 

hie address at the Bombay session of the League. He had describ

ed it as <iUthe gross breach of faith on the part of the Bl'l1t1sh 

Government II to which he 

law of the Ian!. SnIr I 

muet submit as it was going to be the 

have to su1:mit to it U he said" I sl1Rll 

submit to it under p~tes~ I shall see what use I can make of 
.-

itll: He did not hesitate to cllftl"'acterise tlle foroing of the new 

Act on the Indi~ as similar to the forcing of the Treaty of 

1. Jinnahls address to the Al1garh students. Ahmed. J
wri t1nge and speccl10s of Mr. Jinnah page - 38 

2. Noman. M - ~!u8lim India •• page-329. 3. Muslim League 
Election Man1fe8~o,. Appendix. l/. :a.ki. 4. Salyld., 
lvl.H. - Mohammad Al1 Jinnah ... A poll tical study - Page-

• 546. 
6. Ibid - Page - 546- 147. 
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Varsal11ee on the Gel~ans and declared that .8. uas the Germane 

deal t wi th the Varsa111e B Treaty, I shaJ.l begin by tearing off 

as many pages as the Government of India Act has, and we shall 

not rest content until that constitution i8 replaced by a cons-
• 

t1tut1on which 18 acceptable to us" \ 

"The main principle aU, the fMan1fe eto de clared, Pion which we 

eXpect our representatives in various Legislatures to 't"lork will 

be (1) that the present provincial constitution and proposed 

Central constitut1on should be replaced immediately by democra-

tic full self Government; (2) and that in the meantime, rcprc-
• 

scntat1vcB of the Muslim League in the various. Legislatures will 

utilizo the Legislatures in order to extract the maximum benefit 

out of the constitution for ~he uplift of the people in the vari

ous epllercs of nat10nal life. The l-iusll.m League party must be 

formed as a corro~y eo long as separate electorates exist, but 

there would be free co-operation with any group or groupe whose 

aims and ideala are approximately the same as those of the Lea-

gue par ty II • 

-
The League stand could not be mistaken. Not only the offi-

cial declarations of the party 'tvcre o:nen1y nationaJ.ietic in tone 

and contents> Jinnah its leaner was vehemently o:t!1tical of the 

first speech of the Viceroy Lord Linlithgo who assumed office in 

April, 1936. The Viceroy had referred to the deterioration of law 
~ i and order in the country. Jlnnah replied that the Viceroy IImust 

look to the causes, which disturb law and order, and not take it 

for granted that suddenly large classes of people in India have 

beoome criminals and tllereforc the ordinary, Judicial procedure 

should be departed from and that the only method of doing with 

• 
1. Ibid - Page ... 547-. 

2. Salyld., M.H. - Moll8.mmad Ali Jinnall - A Political 
study. page - 550. 
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it is by repressive measures, executive orders and detent10n of 

I' 
people without tr1al. He laid the responsib111ty at the door of 

the A. npolicy that has been adopted by the British Government in , 
Ind1a for the last ten years. 11 Certainly 'these were no words 

from a COI!11"'tL'1al1~t leader of 9. commwla11st party \>lh.icIl had every 

rflaaon to be h..ctppy after 1;110 COLlli.lrla.! Award ,-ras made into law. 

If the League 18 to be Judged by it s ;ubliC declarations 

the manifesto was that declaration. It was certainly not of a 

Pro-British and reactionery party. The League manifeAto was 

practical in 1 ts approach to the political. problems of the day. 

The League had no confusion or mind and so ita declarations were 

pointed, positive and unambiguous. 

On the contrary "II the Congreas election manifesto was indi-

cativo of its indecieive attitude towards the new refox1ns; it 

used hard warde against the Act of 1935, promised remedy of wrongs 

to the electors and expressed determination to wreck the annstl-

tution as a way of kn1tting together tho rad1cal elements in the 

Congress. To cover the inconsistent arguments with a polit1cal 

philosophy, it was emphasised that 'real strength 90mee from or
~ gan1sing and serving the ma8ees~ • 

• 
In tIle general elections that took place in 1937 the league 

could not contest all the IJfuslim seats. 4i1l1n each and every Pro-

• 

vince where League par11amentary Board was established and the 

League partie s were const1 tuted we carried away about 60 and 70 

percent of the seat s that were conte sted by tIle League candidate Sll, 

admi ttcd Jinnah later. "On the whole tIle Muslim League could not 

seoure mo!"e than 4i~ seats tl1roup;hout the (!ountry. ~ 

1 

1. Ibid. Page - 551.. • 
2. Singha ROY., B.p.-parliamentary Government in India. 

• Page - 206. 
3. Ahmed. J-Wr1tlngs and speeches of Mr. J1nnah.Pagc-25. 
4. 9mith., ,~.C.- Modern Islam in India. page ... 289. 
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The election results coU!.d be foreseen. In the PlttlJab the 

Un10nist combinat1on of the Upper strata of. the Musl1l:1 and non-

Muslim ~o1ety was very effective. In N.~'l.F.P., Muslims Wlder the 

leadersh1p of Khan Brothera were Pro~oneress. In Sind the League 

has antagonised the b1gger interests and the mass vas too back

ward. The Congress had a better success there. The elect10ns in 

Bengal was sign1ticant. Ma1nly three uarties oontested the eleo-

tiona. ~The Congress contested I - only the non-Muslim seat s. They 

left the Muslim seats to be contested by t:48 Kr1shak Praja Party 

and 1n this the League was a r1val to the Krishak praJa. \Tha.t

ever the stand of the Congress was ,in Muslim majority Bengal 

it became indentlf1ed w1th the Hindu 1nte~ests only. 

The Kr1ehak praJa in its manifesto, 8S not1ced earlier, had 
.;,.,/4, -

9. moro oommon groWld w1 th the League than" the Cbngre e s. Tl~ Krl-

shak PraJa had t-11the abo11t1on of ZSM1ndar1, tranAfp.r of propr1e

tory r1ghts to the tiller. ot the 8011 and removal ot agr1cultu-
'\,./ 

ral 1ndebtedness" as their deCllnr(!d objecte which waR a threat 

to the Hindu m1ddle olae s intp.re st s that fOlDJaed the bulk ot tr.e 

Oongress supporters in Bengal. Yet the Congres9 lent its sUpport 

to the Kr1ahAk PraJa, Th1s bas been interpreted later a8 a a1n1a

tar move ot the Congress - and the cr1tios dubled it as a more 

calculated to thwart the progresA ot the Mua11m League as an 

All-Ind1a Party. ThlA argument 1.4 welght 1n the oontext ot 

the eCon~88. attitude towards the League.3 

In Bengal, the L.a~;ue val deemad a reao'lonel7 1Io~. JtNt ... 

110n and ~aQt1ce d1ffored. The League leader 1n BeQl81 bad 

OOllle to re at 1n the llAllda of 9uoh I • gI'OUp •• daa'h va • 

• 
1, Slngha Roy., B.P.- parliamentary Goverument in Ind1a -

• P"ge - 379. ' • 
2. Ib1d. 
3. Even a8 late as ••• MBroh.1937, the Congress President 

Mr. Nehru ignored the Mual1m League as a PfLTt1 In 8 speeoh 
at Caloutta. Intra. Page -
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wanted by the LeagllG 1 tsclf - the reactionary elements bolosted 

up during the working of the Govt. of India Act 1919, as an obs-

tacle 1n the way of Indiae political advancement. The League used 

to be sarcastioally called !'IIKhawja ... Gaza li party because of it 8 le

adership 1n the preeidency~ ~In fact a t~10 ruled ovor the Loa-

guex affairs in Bengal. Khawja Naz1rnuddin, • Cambridge graduate, 

a beurocrat by temparament ~ m~ member of the Governorts Council, 
• 

a triple knight, and pet of Sir John Anderson was tl~ League Chief, 

His family had come from Kashmir to trade in Bengal and ultimate-

1y became ono of the leading Muslim !am1ndars of the Provinoe .. The 

second was M.A.H. Ispahan1, an Oxford graduate coming from a mer-

ohane. farnl1y wh1ch had established itself in Calcutta, since the 

ear1y days of the English rule. The third yet a junior partner was 

H.S. Aub.rawardy, another Oxford graduate, extl'emely intelligent 

and ambitious and coning from old immigrant Muslim fRl1l11y wh1ch 

rose to high c~inence in ~cholarehip and had at the moment three 

knights in the family. Economioally, the family belonged to the 

new Muslim official class in Bengal. It was Sulll"lawaroy who was 

mainly responsible to keep out Fazlul Huq. He had planned to sup

port Nazlmuddin in order evcntua1 1Y to substitute himself in the 

League's leadorship_ 
• 

Fazlul Huq in disappointment threw out a challenge to defeat 

Sir Naz1mudnin, the League Ohler, in any constituency in Bengal. 

Nazimudd1n chose patuakhali wi thin his own Zamlndari : Fazlul Huq 

stood for elect10ns from two scats, Patuakhali belng one of them. 

Patuakhal1 was the test of the League popularity in Bengal. Sir 

Naz1muddin had all advantages, financial and official, at h1s 

1. Meaning a combination of KhawJas and GaznaviBe and 
their allies. 

• 
• 

2. The League affairs.in Bengal during the 1937 elections 
has been narrated to the fluthor by a prominent Leaguo 
\\}'orlter of the time. 
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disposal while Fazlt1l. Huq WAS tlaom t1nEUlOial.ly cOt the ~erge of 

bankruptoy. In the eleotion Sir Naz1m WAS signally deteated. 

The Krlahak praJa oaptured the largest n\IIDber ot Kual1m seats 

in BenGal, in direot proport1on to the diaoredit ot the League • 
• 

• 

The League's appeal to the eleotorate had tailed. The phRse 

or manoeuver tor power 'began. 

• 

• 
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THE CHALLENGE AND REACrrION - • • 
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"37 - 3"f . 

The discomfiture of the League in the general eleotions 

was too much pronounoed. That it was 80 was quite natural 1n 

the ciroumstance a or the unpreparedne ss in which the League 

h.ad. to fight. The Congress which under Nehru' 8 leadership was 

ignoring the oommunal problem in the cotU1try, deep1 te the facts 

of history poln~1ng to a contrary conclusion, led it to commit 

a further bl'LU1.der. Besides the Congress attitude of ignoring 

the minority problem, the comparative dispar1ty in the rela-

tive suocess of the Congress and the League might have played 

a contributory part in tho Congress att1 tudcto\l/ards the Lea

gue. -The Congrese lw.d won absolute majority in six H1ndu ma-

~ority Provinces of Bombay, Madras, Bihar, U.P., C.P., and 

I 
Orissa. In no province having a cons1derable non-H1ndu popu-

. 
lation could the Congres9 win such victories. In Bcn~a1 the 

League had won about 34% or Muslim scats and Congress none. 

~he other party that had won the ma.jority of Muslim seats 

was ideologically more allied to the League principles, if 

not 8.1ao to its pract1ce. In the Punjab - i"11tl1 a considerable 

Mus11m population the Cone;ress 'tva,s in the minor1 ty. Also in 

S1nd and Assam, which had .. non-Hindu majority, the Congress 

had. nQ victory as compa.red to tho se in Hindu majori ty provinces. 

N."l.F.P. had no mixed popula.tlon and therefol"'c no communal pro-
• 

blem. rrhe verdict of N .~I.F.P. in the circumstances had one 

meaning - comp~ete independence or in other words expulsion 

of the British • 

1. Slngl~ Roy., B.P. - parliamentary Government in India 
Page - 207. - , 

, 

I, 
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So far as the l·iuellm seats were concerned the Congress 
h.J7-

as such cou1~ secure any seat except a feloJ in Bihar and per-

haps one or tl\'O in the Punjab. l2Nehru adtli tted lIonly in regard 

to the Muslim seat s did. l're lack succe 8S II! Yet the Congre as 
, 

made no analys1s of the situation and only regretted that it 

had neglected the Muslims so far, and resolved not to do so 

in future. It is cUl~lous that it did not occur to the Congress 

that the Muslims could not be in a et~te of vaouum. They were 
, -

divided no doubt but their division were into several MuSlim 

parties. In any case they were not, as the election verdict 

suggested, in the Congress. 'Yet the Congress President Pandit 

Jal-lharlal NeMu declared in Cal cutta that there were only two 
, 

part10s in India that mattered - namely the Congress and the 
2-

British Goverrunent - and tl1.at there was no other party. This 

was certainly over simplifying the matter in the face of the 

verdict of the general elections. One could also interpret 

the claim A,S ignoring the 1·1usl1ms as having any lmportence in 
• 

Indian politics. The latter was Jinnah's interpretation ~d 
• he gave out a rejoinder and declareed ~ IIthere was a th1rd party 

namely the l-!ussa1rnans. l1c are not going to be dictated to by 

anybody. '~e are willing to Co-operate with any group of a Pro

gressive and independent character provided its programme and 

policy correspond to our o't·m. '~e are not going to be camp fol-

lowers of any party. l10 are ready to 'tiOrlc as equal partners 
3 

for the welfare of India ll • 

By l~arch 1937 the Congro as had decided to undertalte a pro

grarmne of Muslim mass contact and came in direct clash lnth the 

1. Noman., M- Muslim India - Page - 336. 
2. Sa.1y1d., M.H.- 140ha.mma.d pl.1 JinnBh - A political study. 

· Page - 55? 
3. Ibid - Page - 558. 

• 
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Muslim League. arJinnah pleaded with the Congress leadership :" 

IIthere is really no substantial difference now at any rate 

between the League and the Congress as plan of wreclcing of the 
J constitution has disappeared fl"om the Congress programme ll • He 

asked the Congress not to rival the League 1n contesting Mus-

11m seats in the bye-elections. In other words the Congress 

which by i te Olm admission l'lad ignored the Muslim problems 

ellould no longer medcUe into it and leave the field open for 

the League. --He assured the Congress: III have often said that 

I am trying to see tl1at 14usl1ms should whole-heartedly and 

sincerely adhere to the policy and pro gra,nnnc of the All India 

Muslim League which is both national and patriotic, and we 

shall always be glad to co-operate ld th the Congress in their 
2-

construct1ve Pl'ogramme u• He urged Congress on the other hand .,. 
to concentrate Jointly with the League II on these causes wh1.ch 

stand in the way of a united front ". J 

~In fact throughout 1936 and the first three g quarters 

of 1937 J1nnah had been v1gor6usly supporting the nationalist 

cause¥and ~rendered valuable assistance to the Congress in the 
-J Central Legislature. In return he was asking the Congress to 

let him have the unresisted freedo~ to organise the Muslims 

tmder one platform, the All -- India Muslinl League, to work as 

an equal partner with the Congress. 

The hand of friendship was splU'Ined for the s1mple reason 

that the Congress though in fact a Hindu dominated body could 

not officially accept the position of a non-Muslim organisation, 

• without compromising its claim to represent the Indian nation • 

. 
1. Ibid. Page - 559 2. Ibid. 3. Ibid. 
4. Singha Roy., - B.P.- Part1ementary Govt. in India 

1 Page - 366- 1 67. 
5. This admission is Ire corded in a statement issued by 

Mr. Asaf Ali, whip of the 90ngress Assembly party, on 
the 23rd Janllary, 1937. 
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In rejecting J1nnA.h, the Congress "las rejecting the spirit be

hind the Lucknow-Pact and tllereby also the fact of history. The 

CongreSB on the other hand was 

also to represent the Muslims. 

asserting a neli claim - claim 
~ ~~ 

There 'tvere no doubt Muslims in 
, I 

the Congress, but they were also simultaneously members either 

of the LeaGue or the Khilafat Party. Later they belonged either 

to the Jamiat or to the Muslim Nationalist Party. Thus the Con

gre sslte Muslims until 1937 belonged to one Muslim organisation 

or other 1~11ich again 1\laS allied to the Congress. l~oreover during 

the general elections in some of the Provinces, e.g. Bengal, 

the Congre ss had left the Muslira seat s to be 'conte sted by 90-

caJ.led I secular' partie S "li th peculiar 1-1:usllrJ slogan. 

~he Congress decided to contest the bye-election from the 

Muslim seat of ma.xxx Bahraich l~hlch had fallen vacant on the 

death of the League nominee who had been returned during the 
I general elections.- This Was taken as a declaxatlon of war agaln-

~ at the League. Jinnah appealed to Gandhi in May 1937 to use 
~ 

his influence to arive at a Hin(lu-l~uslim settlement. Gandhi ex-

pressed his inability. 'III wish I could do something but I am 

utterly helpless. la!y fal th in uni ty is bright as ever; only I 

see no day light out of tl~ impenetrable 
• 

darkness and in such . 
3 

distress I cry out to Go<l for lightll. 

To the rea~i st Jlnnah II God helped t110 se who helped them-

selvean. He l1Eld fallen in a desperate situation. The Mussalmans 

of India were divided into 80 many ~arties of local importance. ,. 
TheI'c were aJ. so the reactionary Muslim elemel1ts fOr"lIling the 

1. Saiyid., l-JI.H.- l-ioha,nunad Ali Jlnnah - A political study. 
2. Amnad. J - ~lri tinge and Speecllce of Jlnnah.PaSe-22. 
3. Ibid. 

• 

• 
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bulk of the Unionist Party of the Punjab. Only with the Congress 

he had an ideological meeting point but things 'iere develop-

ing in such a manner that a breach 't'lith the Congress became 

apparent. • 

The thumping Victory of the Congress in a large number of 

Provinces inflated the Congress pride. They felt they could 

dictate to the Government terms of their accentance of the 
J;. 

office. ~Therefore demand was made on the Government, that 

unless the Government assured that the Governors would not 

use their power of veto aga.inst the decision of the ministry 
. -' 

~der any circumstances they were not going to accept the office. 

This was a ser10us threat as in Boce provinces (e.g., Hindu 

majority onee) there could be no alternative ministry with 

the Congress in the opposition. !But the Goverrment refused to 

budge as the special p01·rers of the Governors "'las a pa.rt of 
4J.-

the constitution itself. The Congress, therefore, kept itself 

out wIlen the new const1 tut10n 'tias inaugurated on April 1. 

April 1, was declared as a day for observing hartal through

out the countrY~~The Government determined to go ahead with 

the constitution installed minority ministries in the Congress 

dominated provlnce9~ In the Muslim majority Provinces of the 

Punjab the Unionist 8 und_er 9ir. S11{andar Hayat Khan forned a 

stable ministry. ~In Bengal Mr. Fazlul H¥q, the Praja Ps,rty 

leader who had appealed in vain to the loader of the Con~ress 

Assembly Pairty l·!r. Sarat CllaIldra Bose for a coall tion wi th 

the Congress immediately after the elections formed a Praja

League COf.l.l1 t10n Cab1ne t. If ~1r Nazimuddln had been returned 

• 

1. 91ngha Roy., B.P. - parliawcnta11 Y Govt. 1n India 
2. Ibid. Page - 208. . Page-20? 
3. On tIle 1st of April 1937,the Chioi' l~lnisters of the 

dlfferon t Prov1n co e '-Iera as fqllo\o[s : - l~r. Fa zl ul Huq 
(Bengal~Slr gekandar Hayat ~han (Punjab),Sir B.Cooper 
(Bombay) , Naliab of Chatteri (U.B), Sir K.V. Rcddy(Madras) 
Mr. l.fohammad YWlus(Bihar) l~haraJa of Paralakimedl 

(Oris sa) • Sir Sadullah(Aasac) Sir A. Q.B.i:,um Khan (N~J. F .p) , 
~1r U. H. He (laye tullah (Sind), !-!r. E • Raghavendra Rao (C .R.) • 

4. Choudhury - Muslim Po11tics. Pnge - 51-52. 
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unopposed through a bye-election and joined Fazlul Huq minis

try as Home Minister. 14r. Suhrawardy also Joined the ministry. 

Be siele s the Laa.gue non-Congress Hindus who provitled the Fi

nance 1~1ni ster NaJ.1nl Ranjan SB..rkar and f~the scheduled Caste s 
L 

also Joined the Coalition. Development in Bengal 18 signifi-

cant because it was in Bengal that the League really came to 

share in pOwer. 

'On an assurance from V1ceroy that the Congress request 

would be kept as far as po ssible wi thin the meaning of the 

statutory Provisions of the constitution the Congress decided 
~ 

to form the ministry. The League offered its co-operation in 

the formation of m1nistry in l~uslil'!l minor1 ty province s. ~11e 

constitution required and tl1ere "'as a gentlemen 1 s agreement 

at the Round Table Conference that the IJIinistries should have 

minority reprC6entat1ves~ ~The U.P. League parliamentary Board 

offered to co-operate w~th the Congress in the Province on 

the Concl"'c ss Programme adopted at T,larclha on Pebruary 8, 1937. ~ 
• 

eThe offer of Coalition was rejected and the U.P. League 
• 

M.L.A.' s were told to obliterate tlmir identity as League 
~-

representativcl. T1ley could jQin as congressltes, by becoming 

full fledged Congress memberg. There 1iere six terms for coa

lition offered by l~ulana Abul Kalam Azad, on behalf of the , 
Congress Parliamentary Board. ~ThC se \\fcre :-

• 

(1) TIle ~Iu9lim Lea~ue group in the U.P. Legislature shall 

• 

cease to function as a separate groUp. 

The Muslim League members must join the Coneress 
party as full Incmbere and aha.I'e their privileges 
and obligations. 

• 

. 
1. gingha ROY.,E.p.-Parliamentary Govt, in India -Page-
2. Ibid. page - 213. . 254. 
3. Ambedkar.JB.R.-~houghts on P~~9tan. Page-38-39. 
4. Singha Roy., E.p.-ParliaNentary Govt. in L~dia.page-

21? 
8. ,)en. J Sachln-Tlle Birth of Palr:1 stan-page-10B. 
6. Ibid. Page - 108. , · 
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( 3 ) The 1·1usl1m League Parl1ament@X'y Board in the U.P. will 
be dissol ved. 

(4) ~o c~ndldate lTill be set up by the l.fuslirn League . 
~arQ in any bye-election, and the candinates no
minated bjr the Congress must be supported by them. 

(5) ?he Muslim League parliamentary Dcmbers must abide 
by tht~ rules of the Congress party. 

(6) In the event of the Congress party deciding on resig
nation from the ministry or from the Legislature, 
Muslim League ~embers shall be bound by that deci
sion. 

The Congress was in no mood for co-operation, ~oalition 

or friendship in Hindu majority Provinces • 

The plea of the Congress was joint renponsibility of the 

Cabinet which was not possible tUlless the .Cabinet Was fOl'llied 

from the same party. But this principle Was not adhered to 

where the Congress was allowed to form Coalition in Provinces 

where they were in a minority. It was a bad log1c that Joint 

re8!Jonsibll1ty was necessary 't'Thelle the Congress was in a maJo

rity and not where they were in a minority. The truth was that 

the Congre ss lvanted sole po'tV'or where it dominated and share 

in power where it did not. 

For the Muslim League, however, the terms offered py the 

Congress were worse than open rejection. The Congress was de

termined to be the only p~rty in India, enjoying powers and 

uttering threats to others. f'Those who 'tvere against the Con

gress ",·ere therefore dubbed as traitors by the Congress Press •. ! 

'l-
J1nnah protested against the insinuation. As late as Sep-

tember, 1937. Jlnnah declared 8nthere is no difference between 

the ideals of the Muslim Leasue and of the Congress, the idea 

being oomplete freedom for India. ~lere could not be any self 

1. 9ingha Roy., B.P.-Par11awontary Govt. in India. 
, PaGe - 218. 

2. Ibid. Page - 367. 
• 
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re epecting Indian l'rho favoured foreign domination or did 

not desire complete freedom and self Governoent for his coun-

trv II y • 

• 

It is premature to judge if this was good for anyone, 

the Congress or the League. But it becaoe crystal clear that 

there could be no co-operation with the Congress. The Congress 

did not want 1 t. 

The l~usl1m League in the ciroumstances had only one way 

open - that of JIOPpos1tion. If thel~us8almans of India could 

not be organised under one banner in co-operation with the 

Congress it had to be done in opposing the Congress. The Lea

gue was forced to deviate from 1 ts old stand. T11€ 1-1:uslim mass 
, 

contact of the Congress was to be resisted by the League l s 

o~m mass contact. 

Long before the Congress had accepted the office a voice 

from an individua' of a very high stature was being dinned in 

J1nnahl sears: 411 I believe you are also al-mre that the new 

consti tution has at least brought a unique Oppol1t1.Ul1ty to In

dian 1-1:uol1ms for self organisat1on in view of futw. ... e political. 
L 

developments both in India and l-!us11m Asia. II But Jinnah did 

not attach much importance to the underlying significance of 

the letter so long as he hoped to have a working compromise 

\"11 th the Congre S9. J1nnah was an Indian nationalist and had 

nothing as yet to do 'tfl. th l.{uelim nationaliem of whatever bl'\and, 

~cther Indian or As1atic. He had never looked upon the cons-

1. l:qbal l s letter to Jinna11. Quoted in tlMoha.r.ulad Ali 
Jlnnah - 1\ Pollt1caJ. study by l~.H. Sa1yld.Paf;e-560 • 

• 
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t1 tut10n as an opportunity for the l-Iual1me. ~He always de

nounced K it as YKzt~M reactionery and a forced one. He had 

agreed to lmrlc it, only to tear the paGes of the Government 
J 

of India Act. 
• 

~1nnah could not readily reconcile himself to the idea 

voiced to him by Allama Iqbal or wi th the aims of the IIPakis-

tan National Movement It led by Choudhury R.8,hmat Ali. He \'1as 

hoping against hope. In the Central Legislature he did not 

act11ally oppose the Congre 8S re solution on 

· . a constituent Assembly. tHe only moved an 

the formation of 
.1. 

amendment • The 
• 

Congress had the amendment contemptuou~y voted out. 

Jinnah did not oppose the Congress on national issue. 

~ II The All India Muslim League oertainly and defini tely stands 

to safeguard the rights and interests of the Mussalmans and 

other minorities effectively •••••• what else are we doing 

which tIle Congl"ese objects toll ? 
3 

J1nnah had been constantly resisting the voice that were 

coming into his cars for championing the cause of one or more 

Muslim states in India. 4He did not hesitate to dub Choudhury 

Rahroat A11, the organiser of the "Pakistan National Movement" 

as lIirre sponsible II and his scheme II a crazy II one. But this 

time persistent whisperings oame not from an irresponsible 

College st~dent but from the great poet - pllilosopher of Muslim 

1. Jinnah1 s speech at the, Bombay session of the Muslim 
League held in 1936. I-tohammad Ali J1nnah - A political 
study - by l~.H. Saiy1d. Page - 547. 

~2. J1nnah favoured R Convention or Conference elected on 
the basis of separate electorate in the absence of an 
agreement to the contrary.He further held that the right 
and interests of MUR11~e and other minorities should be 
effeot1vely safoguarded with the consent of the oom~unl
ties concerned. Tl~J amendment was moved by J1nnah on 
17.9.1937. 3. Ahmad. J-Writings and speeches of,Jlnnah. 

Page-30-31 
• 4. Ganba., K.L.-Conaequeno€s of PakistRn Page - 47. 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



162 
- ~-

India. vrhat was DO" the moment '\"las psycholog1caJ.. Every move 

of the League to COr.le to an agreemen t 'tvi th the Gongre a s had 

failed. It had offered even to wor}\. the Congre 9S programme in 

U.P., and was told to liquidate itself. O~ the other hand the 

Leaguers were being constantly branded as Communalists, dodies 

and reactionaries, in the Congress pr~s8. As Jinnah pointed out 

the a ("terms and words and abuses are intended to create an in

feriority complex a~nget the Mussalrnans and to demoralise them; 

and are intended to BOW discord in their midst and give us a 

bad name in the 't'lorld abro ad II. 1 

In another 10 tter Iqbal per suaded Jinnah t'1I14:usl im India· 

hopos that at this serious juncture your genius will discover 
l-

some way out of our present difficulties ll • In the same letter 

Jinnah lvas told about Iqbal's scheme of II a free l~usl1m State 

or State sl1, and was further requ(~ sted to ~ IIgive them. serious 
. 

consideration either in your address or in the discussions of 
3. 

the coming session of the League ll • At least an indication of 

lithe line of action that the Muslims of North 1'lest India would 

be finally driven to takell was urged by Iqbal. 

Jlnnah replied to the Congress propaganda and to the poet 

by an open reiteration of the Leaguels political stand: "The 

Muolim Lea(~ue stands for full national delllOcratic self govern

ment for Indian, at the League session held in Octobel', 1937 

at L~know. The Lucknow session is significant in 80 far as 

to rc-~tate the League' 8 objective in clear and unambiguous 

if. ,language. The resolution stood: 

. 
1. Ahma.d. J - \lrl tinge & Speeche s of J1nnah. Page-3D 
2. Sa1y1d. K.H. IwIohammad Ali Jinnah - A Polit1cal Study 

Pase - 56? 
3. Ibid. Page - 569. · 
4. Noman., l~ - Mual1ru India-Page - 354 • 

• 
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"Tl1B.t_the object of the All-Incia Muslim League shall be 

the establishment in India of full independence in the form 

of a federation of free democratic states in which the rights 

and interests of the MU8salmans and other~inor1ties are ade

quately and effectively safeguardedll. 

The re-statement of the League's stand was also necessary 
E . 

because: itA great deal of capital is made as to phrases more 

for the consumpat1on of the ignol"ant BInd il11 terate masses. 

Various plu'ases are used as Purns. SvlaraJ, self-government, com-

plete independence responsible 
I 

pendence and. dominion eta tUB II. 

government, sUbstance of inde-

J 

Jlnnah was critical of the Congress in his PrcsidentlaJ 

acldress but his criticism l"lB.S restricted to certain policies 

of that organisation. 

One of the points of Jinnahls attack on the Congress was 

its -tpass1ng "116ff as a :MusslUm~tn Minister ll , one who lldid not 

command. t11e confidence or tIle re spect of an over1v11elmlng ma.jo
L

rity of the MU9sa1man representatives in the Legislatures". This 

he characterised as a sinister move to d1vide the Muslims. 

Another chal"ge that Jinna11 made again st the Congre s s 11'18,8 

its refusal to aoknowledge facts :3 

~ liThe Congress High Command speaks in different vo1oes. 

One opinion is the.t there is no such thing as Hindu-lvfualim 

quettlon, and there is no such thing as lfinorltles' question 

1. Al1mad., J - 11ritings and speeches of Mr. Jinnah. 
2. Ibid. Page .. ' 27. Page- 25. 
3. Ibid. Page - 29. 

• 

• 
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in the country. The other high opinion is that if a fel'" crunbs 

are thrOlffl to the Mussalmana in their present disorganised 

and l1elplese state, you oan manage them". 

F01" all these hie target of attacl~ was the then Congress 

leadcl"'ship '\-lho acoording to Jlnnah, had been responsible during 

the last ten years~lIfor alienating the ~fusealman8 of India more 

and more by pursuing a policy which is ~clu8ivelY Hindu, and 

since they have formed the Governments in six Provinces where , 

they are in a majority they have by their words, deeds and pro-

gramce e11O'tm more and more that the Mussa1mans cannot expect 

J 
any Justice or fair play at their lmncls". 

Even if the first two charges against the Congress could 

be met by some sort of argument s favouring tIle Congress stand 

• 
the spo cific c11ange s relating to Hind'ft and Bandemataram l1ad no 

such jUAtlfication. 

Undu as nationaJ. language for In(iia was the 1~us11m demand 

- not only of the League's but also of the Congress allies in 

Bengal during the genera~ elections - the Krishak Prajas. The 

Congre ss attempt to foi st only Hindi as India' B na.t~onal lan

guage hac-I sufficient cause for alarm in l~usl 1m mind. TIle 14us

lim fears about Hindi l1ad 1 t s historical refl .. sons. 1111 th tl1e 

abolition of persian, the language of Muslim culture, the In

dian l~uesaJ.man s llad ta'ken to H1nduathanl in Persian script. 

Hindustb.Bni in persian or Urdu he.d become the medium of ex-

prt3ssion of Indian l-iue9alme~ns during the last one century and 

1. Ibid. Page - 26. 
, 

• • 

• 
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a haJ f, The very being of ~he Indian Mussalrnans, specially of 

Upper India was based on Urdu. Substitution of Urdu by Hindi 

or even a talk of that was sufficient to make the Indian 14:ug.. 

I1me apprehensive of the med1um of their cultural basis and .. 

therefore of their culture •• 
• 

BandeLlataraJD as a nat1onaJ. song was resented by the Mus

lims not eo much because the song conceived the motherland as 

a mother. It was certainly objectionable because it conceived 

the motherland as the Hindu goddess nurga. lID~e so, beoause 

its historical association al90 was too much objectionable to 

the Muslims. To ask, therefore, a Muslim to sing the song of 

invocation to Hindu goddess was too Duch, specially when the 

song Was assooiated with distructlon of Muslims. It is true, 

however, that the MuSlims did not hesitate to shout Bandemata-

ram in dur1ng non-eo-Operation days, but then the Hindus alBO 

s110uted Allah-a-Akbar the 1~u911m war cry. Jlnnah, t11crefore, 

~ complained: lion the very th!-e shold of what 11 ttlc power and 

mespons1b11ity is given, the Majority co~unlty have clearly 

shown thp,ir hand that Hindusthan is for the Hindusll~ ~The result 

, 

of the present policy of the Congress, Jinnah warned woUld 

"result in 'olass bitterness, Communal war, and. strengthening 
2-. 

of the lmper1a,ll1lt10 hold as a oonsequence ll • 

Contradiction in Congress polioy and practice was brought 

under fir;? :- 8It "is no use having oomplete independence on 
• 

yo'lI' lipe and the Government of India Act 1935 in YOlU" hands J. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • wae the Gan~~ - Irwin Paot in oosonanoe ~nth 

1. Ib1d. Page - 27. 
2. Ib1d. 
3. Ibid - Page - 25-26. 

, 

I 
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complete independence? •••••••••• Does wrecking means working? 

These paper declarations, slogans and shibboleths are not going 

to car1ry us anywhere". J1nnah made a concrete suggostion - IIwhat 

India. requires is a complete united fl--aontU~ The hint was too 
.. 

clear. Eut ~he Congress was in a mood to form an United Front. 

It felt it could face the enemy alone. 

J1nnah l s failure to r~ach 

made him bitter against it. He 

an agreement with the 
fl 

became convinced "no 

Congre ss 

settlement 

with majority cormnun1ty 1s possible, as no Hindu les .. der epeak

) ing with any authority shows any concern or genuine desire for 
I 

it". He became determined to change tht~ policy ,because - "offers 

of peace by the tveaker party all'lays mean confession of weakness, 

and an invitation to aggression l1 • He made no secret"of the fact 

that .tIlHonourablc settlement can only '00 achieved between equal B, 

and unless the two parties learn to respect and fear each other, 
'2-

there 1s no eolid ground for any settlement. 1IlI"But lIall safeguard 

and settlemonts would be a scrap of pe.per, unless they are back
J 

cd up by pO\lTeru• pow'er the League must acquire - for a settlement 

with the majori ty COH1Inunl ty • 

• IIPolitioA means po,·rer ruld not relying on cries of Justioe 
9 

ell fairple.y or good ,.;111". 
• 

Has not the Congress devia.ted from 

it 8 principle 8 and declaratlonA to enjoy po't'ler ? The LCHbtrUe only 

follo't"led in tl1e foot step s ()f the Congre sa to fOl"IIl alliance in 

Provinces:! whore it lvas in a mA.nority. In fact it was in a mino

r! ty everywhore. In Bengal, the League had already participated 

in forming the FazluJ. Huq }Iinistry. By October Fazlul Huq was 

converted to Letgue ~ ideology. Conversion of Sir s~andar Hayat 

1. Ahm4d. J - rlrlt1ngs & Speec11cs of J1nnah Page - 29. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid. 

• 
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Khan was &1 80 co~pleted at the Luckno,'( se asion. ~Both FazluJ.. 
, 

Huq and Sflkandap Hetya t announce d the wl111ngne ss of the ll{us-

lim members of their respectlve partles ln the Legislature to 

Join the League.~Jinnah was compelled to seek new allies ,~,~
whom hie party had unsuccesAfully fought only ten months ago. 

The Luclmow session marked a departure from the original 

stand of the League - ft we.a a re-orientatlon of the policy. 

The address of Moulana Haerat HDhru1i possibly indicated the 

new thesis that the League was·1ater to propagate. The League 

\'w"as now to thrive in opposition to the Congress. Haerat lfuhan1 

bitterly criticised the Congress policy and urged for the Mus

lim 80lidari ty. 'He also said IIMr. Ja't-I}'har'lal Nehru and others 

are te .. lklng of bree.king, tearing, and burning the federal plan 

but he was convinced tllat Me sars Gandhi, Nehru and Malavya l'lould 

very soon accept it ,dth thanks for they believed that although 

it might not brlng real independence and freedom for Ind1a, it 

would inaugurate Hindu raj at the CClltre as in the Provinces 

anel tha tthe entry of the Hindu Pr1noe s in the Government of 

India would strengthen the power Bnd po sl tlon of Hindus as a 
,..1 

whalen. 

The Congress made the League mass conscious. In order to 

counter the Oongress attempt for a Muslim mass contact the Lea

gue was to dral'l up a ~ programI:le that would appeal to the mase. 

Mere ~gativo attitude was not going to help them. That a mass 

appeal ~m8 neoessary was voiced by S1r Wazir Hasan in the Bom~ 

bay so asian of the League. Iqbal had been ul"ging J1nnah to solve 

the problem of bread of the l-!usl1m masses: "'under tiE new cons-

titution the higher posts go to the sone of Upper classes; the 
" (\1 ~",v,~,. t'i ~(~ ''\-~'~ '3 ~~ . , 
~ Iqbal' 9 let ter to J1nnah quo ted in l~ohannnad Ali 

Jlnnrul - A Poll tical. study by l~.H. saly1d. Page-565tr b 7 
~. ~cntwp~~. Me-WKMo ckn~.. ~tS'" 
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smaller ones go to the fr1ends or relatives of the ministers. 

In other matters too, our po11t1cal inst1tutions have never 

thought of improving the lot of Muslims genorally. The pIJC-

~ . 
~lenl of bred is becoming more and more acute ll • The solution 

of the MuSlim poverty was considered to be tho first problem 

of the Society. lllIf the Muslim League can give no such pro

misee I am sure the MuSlim masses will remain indifferent to 

it as be:rore" warned the poot!'~ 

The LeaBue resolved on a progra~~e of Social ~nd economic 
... 

upll:f"t of the coW1try and its masses. In moving the resolution 

the yOW1g 1dealist Raja of Mahmade.bad offered to give up his 

Q . 
Zam1ndari if required. The resolut1on was :~ 

liThia sess10n of the All-India Muslim League directs the 

Working Committee of the All-India Mus11m League to take imme

diate steps to frame and put into effect an economic, social 

and educational pro gramme wi th a view :.;. 

ere. 

To fix working hours for factory workers and other labour-

To fix minimum lmge 8. 

To impl"tove housing and ~giene condi tiona of the la.bourers. 
debts 

To reduce rural and Urban land abolish a usury. 

To grant a moratorium with regard to. all debts whether de

creed or otherwise till proper legiSlation has been enacted • 
• 

To sonure legiSlation for exemption of houses from attach~ 

ment or oale in execution of decrees. 

; 

• 
• • 
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To obtain security of tenure and fixation of fair rents 

and revenue. 

To abo11Ah forced labour. 

To undertake rural uplift 'tiork. 

To encourage Cottage industries and small indigenous in

duetrle s both in rural and urban a11 eas. 

To encourage use of swadeehl articles specially hand-woven 

cloth. 

To establish an industrial board for development of lndus-

tries and prevention of exploitation by middle men. 

To devise means for the relief of unemployment. 

To advsnce compulsory Primary education. 

To recognise secondary, University education specially 

soientific and technioal. 

To establish rifle olubs and a ml11t8~y college. 

To e etablish and remove un-Islamic oustoms and usage 9 for 

the Muslim Society. 

To organise a vol unteer COl'11S for special servioe. and 

To d~vise measures for attainment of full independence 

and invite the Co-operation of all polit1ca1 boCtl.cs working to 

that end. ' 

The Muslim League was no~'If all out to enlist mass support 

for its ideology. Palestine issue came handy as an instrument 

to further popularlsing the League. The Indian l~ussalmans had 

always an extra-territorial affiliation and no issue probably 

exited thoD more than the Balkan ware and later the Khilafat 
• 

cause. Palestine issue was a bye product of world war I which 
• 

had become explosive Rf'ter Balfo1..W Declarations of 1922 • 
• 

'. Noman. l~.- Muslim Ind1.a. Page - 356. ~7 
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Indian l~ual1m p olit1cal parties were little con~rncd aoout the 

fate of their Arab Muslim brethren eo long. Now that the League 

needed a mass eXOitement to develop itgelf Palestine was given 

~ importance that it lacked eo long. 

The Congress Governments 1n Hindu majority Provinces prov1d

ed sufficient mater1als to popularise the League in its anti

Congress propaganda. Indian political thinking has been cUlmye 
'P 

1n the line of religious groUp thinking. The tel'm IIJati" 't-Thloh 

meant the nation also meant to the H1ndu mass the Hindu com-

munity and not infrequently the caste also. The conc~tlon of 

an Indian nationhood ombracing all the natives of India irTes

pect1v8 of Caste, creed and colour could never go beyond pious 

wi she e of a few high-minded We stern __ educa.t§d lndiYi.duala 'til th 

very secule,r mind. This is why Gandhi had to 1!l8-1te the Hindu 
• 

masses W1derstand independent- India as Ram RaJya as no other 
... 

dtscript10n would enable the m~98 to understand the import of 

the term 11ndepon<lence I. Unfortunately not all in the Congress 

could develop thtd-.4ecular attl tude of mind. The assumption of 

power by the Congre ss and it s refusaJ. to coale sce with the Lea

gue was, therefore looked upon 8S the estab11sronen~ of Hindu 

raj - a mental1ty that was not absent even among a majority 

of min1BterA not to speak of Legi.uators. The progr91':1rn e of 

Muelim mBAS oontaot wag therefore destined to fail as it was 

1na.u;,,~ul"A.t(l(1 Alm1l1 tanoouel:r lri tl1 the assumption of power by the 

Con,_:ro BS. V1ndya 1-Iand11~ 1:.1 for eX8wple a. Hindi word for an cdu-
I I 

oatlonal institut1on. but the tO~Im l~dlr 1s aS80ciated with 

H1ndu rell~1ons in stltut10ns al so. Though ona. ul timRto analysis 

V1ndya Mandir might moan a seoular 1nstl tution it conveyed two 

d1ffe:ront mean1ngs to the Hindu and Muslim m8e8ee. lie have al-
• 

ready disoussed the attitude of the l.fusllms tOlo1ards Bandemata

:rAm and Hindi. Hindus found no offence in sifQllna BAndemAtaram J _ 

and 

j 
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and eo 'they retained it as a feature of proceed.1ngs in the 

Leg19lat1ve Assembly 

tests and walkout by 
.. 

organa of the oountry, . despite , 
the Muslim Leg1slators~ E1thp,r 

the pro-

the Hin-

dus did not Ul1<lergtand tl1c Muslim point or they did not want 

to undorstand it. The effect Was tho same y Muslim fears were 

roused. If essenoe of Nationalism is the sum total of certain 

communi ty of sentiments grown out of some be11efs, tllc doings 

of the Oongress ministries were not conducive for developing 

a secular nationalism in India. 

• 

"lhether genuine or unreal the Muslims wero g1yen enou~h 

reasons to felt' that t21C Congress Raj. (thoucl1 11D1tod in ita 

pOl'ler then) I act'lally meant Hindu Raj. If the ConBTesa lead .. er

ship was at fault 1 t was only guil ty of refusing a poll ticaJ. 

concli tion to develop wherein the Muslims coulcl. M.ve no oooa.-

eion to blame the Congress though they might have still ecne 

reasons to blame individ\wJa in the Congress. ~The Muslim com

plaints against the Congress as voiced through the League had 

support fron non-Muslim leaders like Mr. Ta1rsu, President 

of Hindu Gymkhana Club, sardul Singh Caveeshar and 8ir Ch1man
~ 

lal s1talvad. The eentral point of their critic1BL1 of the Con-

greBe was the Congress refusal to incorporate representative 

Muslim leaders in the Congress M1nistry_ 

TIle Congl-ess, llO~lever, fel t that all was not well. eThG 

working Committee of the Congress in November, 1937. pledged 

'3 
in ,enopal torm to proteat the minorities 1nttfrrcst and <leclar-

cd itA objective to establish an lIindependent and united India 

, 

1, Noman. M- Muslim India - page- 359 
2. Alborunl., A.H. - l~kers of pakietan etc. - p~ge- 21? 
3. Noman.l~. - lvIualim India':' Page - 360 • 

• 

• 

• 
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V:'"'.8re ~'") class or gI\)Up or caJoI-1t7 or a1nor1ty ?Pj .:t:=:~lt 

another U to its ow -~,,, I ' 1 u ~van "age. -: vas a pious pro. e ss on 

un co !'I'O borated in and oare 0 tten oontl'M 1 ctory to the p~aet 1 ce. 

As before, the eong'.t'e8S repeated its ra1q~akea and d1d not COKe 
-

~ Luoknow session ot the League was tollowed by vigp-
• 

roUI act1 v1 t1e B. AJ no st ever)" day new Le~~ branche a be gall 

-;0 Cl~n-n ,~. _~..... d1'-_, ".ren~ part. ., t"-- - R ... n t -#" ~.4 .... o...;.W' co'.m ~~.. • SQ~:a -,_0 • 0 

serv1ce -:O~ ~~e Mlsl1J:ls in t~. punJab and 1n Bengal DR'.!.C it 

morc pop'..1lar ~r1 ~h t!1o younger aeo'lon ot tlw Ku9l1m 00 ' unity 

1y MId a moDOpoly ot Job. and sel'v1oes. 

and that vaa 

the year wa. out J1nnah bad opened a n.w fl-ont , 
the Hualim .tudent.' tJ'ont in oolltlos. T;w Al' 

• 

India stud.n~s' '.deratlon wh10h val dominated by tbe H1ndu 

Itudent. beoame a camp rollover ot tl» Congress. J1nnah, 

thar.rore took aot1v. 1ntere.t in organlsin g tlw Kuala .ta

dent. under the All IncUa Kutll1a .tu4ent I Federation. which 

vas dest1ned. to plq • proainent part 1n JIO~Uls1DC the Kw ... ILJ 11. 

~-

banner ot the All Ind1a Hulll1ll Leagu •• 

Th. OonKI' •• s tailed to roalla. the pot.ntlall'7 ot th8 

League'. a"U.,iths. ~J:r ld !:ehra ignored t~ aM. 4u'.J~ 
.4 tn. Luoknov •••• 10n a. tn. Ila.t d1toh ot poll;l 

tlon. I 1-

reao-

Gandhi, hi. at aev-gr_ was ?tohtns thing • .ore 

minutely. 'l'o b'. thererore the Luolri.,v ••• I1on ot tbl Leap;u8 

~. !Ol" t:' ••• ctor - Jl~n.h •• Pag. - '1' 
. • • K - lIu&:l.1a 1M ' a - PAia. ~~. 
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.me a deolaJ:'ation of' l'l'ar. So 1 twas • .tGand.h1 complllned in one 

of his lette~ to Jlnnah that he missed the nationalist J1nnah 
• 

whom he knewl Gandhi initiated a negotiation f'or a compromise. 

Jinnah rosponded to the movo of Gandhi. ~Gandhl in his letter 

dated the 24th February, 1938 had offered to meet J1nnah if the 

latter did not want to meet JaH'harlal Nehru or Subhae Chandra 

Bose (who had succeeded Nehru as the Congress President) before 
'l-

meeting GRndhi. He further suggested that it would be better 

for Jinnah to meet 110ulana Abul Kalsrl Azad. in the first 1n~ 

tanoe as the Moulana had succeeded Dr. Ansar1 as Gandhi's 

guide on Hindu-Husllm que etion. 3 

Gandhi in fact confessed hie personal incompetence in the 

matter. It was too much damaging for the claim made about him 

to represent India. A secular nat10nal leader did not need a 

Mus11c adviser, and if he needed any adYiser on Hindu-Musl~ 

problem, he needed one Muslim and one Hindu adviser. By l~he.t 

he suggested to Jlnne.h it meant tha.t only on Muslim point of 

view 11€ required the guidance of lJioulana Azad but 110 could do 

without an adviser on Hindu point of view, for which he consi

dered himself to be completent. 

Jlnnah, ho,~ever, had obJe ct10ns to meet l~oulana Azad to 

settle the Hindu-lvluslim pl"oblem. He questioned tlle eal"nestnes8 

of Gandhi and a9ked~lIwhcther you are of opinion that you see 
• light nol'! and the momen t has come 11 .' Jinnah wanted the creden-

tials of Gandhi and the League to be declared, before any nego-

tia.tion 1e conducted. 0-1I\le have reaohed a stage ll 'Wl"lote Jinnah, 

"When no doubt should be left that you rec~gnlse the All-India 

1, Bo11ths, Hector - Jlnnah. Page 15~. 
2. All-Ind.ia }'1usl1m League - Jinnah - ~andhi tall~e. 
3. gaiyld. M.R. - l-.1ob.a ramad Ali Jinnah - A political study-
1 au "'" '-1 • aPR ,;;g = 58:7. Page -- 586 
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Muslim League as the one authoritative or~anleat1on of the Mu~ 
-... 

l1ma of India and on the otherhBnd, you represent the Congress 

and other Hindus throughout t~e country. It is only on that 

_ bas1s that l.fe can proceed further and mi:: uense a machinery 
I 

of approach. II He expressed his willingness however to meet ., , 
No}'lru or Bose as Gandhi would desire. 

Gandhi was reluctant to corrn~1t h1bleelf. nyou ask me whe-

ther I have seen the light. Much to my regret, I ha'Te to say 
., I' 

1'10, n rep11ed Gandhi. Regarding tIle repreA.nta~l •• cllaX'actcr 

of Gandhi ho alalnoc. to represent none. Iluyou (:).IJcot me to be 

aole to spoak on behalf of the Con~re6s and other Hir.dus tL.rou.:. 

ghout the country, I am afraid I cannot fu1fil the test •••••• 

but I would exert to the utmost all the moral influence I could 

have wi th them in order to secure an honourable settlement II. 1-

~Yet the two met in Bombay in April 1938. After pre11minary 

talks Gandhi ree~ised that as he had no sanction of the Congress 

behind him it Was necessary that the Congress president ~hould 

meet the League President. Jinnah Gandhi talks oame to no con

clusion • ..3 

~The Congress Pl"GAldent Jawab,arlaJ. Nem'u had already ini

tiated corre spondcnce wi th J1nnah as early as 18th January, 

19:38. Nohru had askod to Imow the points 1n dispute. J1nnah 

suggested that the po1nte oould not be discussed tl~ough cor

rospondonce. He had, ho't-lever, started by raising the question 

of safeguarding the ribhts and interests of the 1~us9almane 

w1th regard to their relig1on, culture, ldb guae8 , porsonAl 

laws and polit1cal r1ghts in the national l1f6, the government, 

• 

• 
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and the administration of the country. Nehru on March 8, again 

repeatod his ignorance of the }'{uslim deL1ands anll asked to ~ 

referred to IIrecent statement~lilCtde in the Press or Pla.tforms 

\-lhlch l~ill help me in unclerstanctlng t! the l»tl'licacies of the 
• 

problem, Jinnah l s patience Was ta~ed. aHe replied on l~arch 1?, 
• 

- III am surpl'iscd l~T11en you SaY in your letter 1.Uldcr reply, IIBut 

what arc 

heru.""d of 

the se matt ere which arc germane II ••••• pe rhap s you have 
I 

t11e fourteen pointsll. He concluded -x:tw III consider it 

as the duty of every true nationalist to wh1ch~ver party or 

cOlmnunity 11(~ lnay belong to make it 1119 bUsiness and examine the 

situation and bring about a pact between the Mussalmane and 

Hindus and create a real tmited front; and it shoUld be as much 
. 

your anxiety and duty as it is mine, irrespective of the ques-

tion of the pal'"'ty or the cOImnlm1ty to , .. lhicll we belong. But if 

YOU11eSire that I should collect all these suggestions and sub

mit to you as a petitioner for you and your colleagues to con-

oider, I am afraid I cannot do it nor can I do it for the pur

pose of oarrying on further correspondence with regard to those 

various points with you. As to meeting you and discussing matter; 

w·1 th you. I need hardly say that I shall be pleased to do so n. 

He had, hOliever, furnished tw"O news paper cutting s to l~. Nehru 

't.-J'hich contained a discussion on l~uslim problema. 
" 

A eJontr1butor IIThrough :Muslim eyes ll had in the new Delhi 
• 

edi tmon of tIle statesman, dated, February 12, 1938 sUliunar1seo._ 

the Muslim demands that needed being accepted by the CongTes8 

to formW.ate an acceptable pact between the League and the Con-

greas. These were :-
• (1) the acquiescence of the Congress in separate elec-

torates (at least for a c~rtain period) 
• 
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(11) Coalition ministries 

(111) recognition of the League a9 the one authoritative 

organisation of Indian Muslims. 

( Iv) modific8~t1on 
7 

or its attitude on the question of Hindi 

(v) ecrapp 1ng or Bandemataram altogether 

and 

(vi) possibly a re-dcsignlng of the tri-colour flag or at 

least agreeing to give the flag of the League an 

equal importance. 

Nehru had not oi ther talcen any notice of these demands nor 

of the basic points ror disoussion raised by Jinnah - or he 

19;nored them. 

A t the Haripura Congre s s Ner..ru, and therefore tl1t1 Congrc ss 

of which he was the President had made it abundantly clear that 

the CongTess lacked clear thinking on the communal problem in 

the cotmtry. Tb.c Congress President denounced tIle communal 

Award from hi.g socialistic angle of vision. ':Do him i t 1vB.S merely 

a problem created by the midd~e or upper class for the sake of 

a few seats in the Legislature 01'1 appointment in Government ser-
'i . 

vice or for ministerial positions. This he elaborated later in 

a letter to Jlnnah (dated April 8,1938). Referring to Jinnahls 

letter and i ts enolo sure tho Pandlt said II thel"e is nothing in 

them lvhioh refer s to or touchE) S t1le e conomio demands of the 

masses or affects the all ioportant questions of poverty and 
I 

unemployment n. Nehru lvas certainly evading the po int s raised 

either by Jinnah or the Muslim columnists in the newspapers • 

• 
The Congress thesis lvas, as Nehru declared at Haripura II I 

have examined the so-called communal question through the te~e8-
• 

cope and if there 18 nothing tihat can you sce ll • The Congress 

1. Ibid. 
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reJeoted the faot that there ''las any ConnnunaJ. problem - and in 

do1ng so it was denYing the history of Indian problems of at 

least the last fifteen years if not more. Nehru possibly for-

. got that the Nat10nal Con§Tes8 't'1as also an organisation of the 

upper and m1ddle class since 1ts very inception and it became 

gradually more w1dened wi th the growth of mido~e class in In

dia. 

Tho ConBrees could have outright denied knowledge of any 

Hindu-Muslim clispnte but they could not deny a fact. Nehru him

self had asked Jinnah to clarify the points of dispute. Gandhi 

who was the unoff1cla~ guide of the Congress· had admitted its 

existence but only saw no 11g11t_showing him way out of the dark-

ne.ss. To crOlm all contradictions tho Haripura Congress 1 tself 

had on a proposal from Ncr~u adopted a (resolution assur1ng the 

minorities of their religious and cultural rights.! The truth wae 

that the Congress was still reluctant to face facts. 

Among the paper cuttings forwarded to Nehru by Jinnah was 

an article in "New Tlmes ll , Lahore, published in its issue dated 

Maroh 1, 1938. The Wl~lter had commented on the contradictions 

in t119 trs.nsaotion of Nerll"u at tIle Har1pura session. "If the 
• 

rosolution has to be judgod in the light of that speech, then 

it comes to this that the resolution has been passed not in any 

spirit of seriousness but merely as a meaningless assurance to 

satisfy the foolish minorities who are clamouring ufor the sa

tisfaft10n of tho Communal problem". Tl1C writer fw.'ther '\ient 

em on ntt appears to us tl1.at 1 t 1s the ~lght of dishonesty to 

move a re 801 ut10n \vi th tlle se pl"'emi se 8. If t110re 18 no minor1 ty 

aueetion why proceed to pass a l"lcsolutlon?" The colurmiet had 
..L , 

a1 so de tailed the Muslim demands and said "1 t 1 ~ a rna tter of 

intense pain that the President of an All' India. Organlsatiol?, 
• 

- 1. New Times, LallOre, dated 1.3.1938. • 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



• 

118 
- 26 - . 

l:111ch elains to represo,nt 
I ~ the entire population of India should 

be 80 completely ignorant of the d.emands of the Muslim oinor1 ty ". 

'The gueliI:l c:'..eI'lande tnat he.d Jlrmah l s 

-duced by Nehru to himself to 14 points :_, 

approval had been r~-

(1) The "Fourteen pointsll formulated by J1nnah in 1929. 

(2) The Congress should ~r1thd.ral'l all opposition to the uom

mun~ aWard and should not describe it as a negation of 

natlonaliBI!l. 

(3) The share of the Muslims in the state services should 

be definitely fixed in the constitution Of s~atutory 

enactlncnt. 

(4) Muslim PcrsonaJ. law and Ctature should be guaranteed 

by statuto. 

(5) The Con6~a8e ehoulu take in hand the agitation in con-

nection ,,,i th the Shal11dganJ mosque and should use its 

moral pressure to enable the 1-1:uslims to gain possession 

of the mosque. 

(6) Tho Muslims right to call AZaJl and perform their ra11-

e10UB ceremonies should not be fettered in any way. 

(7) Muslims should have freedom to perform cOli-slaughter. 

(8') 11usl1m maJori tie s in the pl'ovincc 9, where such maJorl-

ties exist at present, must not be affected by any ter

ritorial redistribution or adjustments. 

(9) The Bandemataram song should be t9-'Ton up. 

(10) Musl1m want Ul"llu to be the National language of India 

and they desire to have statutory guarantoes that tho 

use of Urdu shaJI not be curtailed or dama~ed. 

1. NelU"u1 s letter to Jlnnah, 
Published by tho A.I.U.&. 

• 

6, 1938. 

~ ~~.,-' ... ~ .... ~. 
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(11) HUFllim representation in the local bodies should be 

govel"1ned by the pr1nciple S underlying the cornmWlsl 

alfal."d, that 1s separate electorate and population 

stl'ength. 

(12) TIle tri-colour flag should be ohanged or a1 ternat1vely, 

tl1e nag of the }·tuslim League should be given equal. 1m

portance. 

(13) Recognition of the MuSlim League as the one authoritative 

and repre sentative organisation of Indian 1~us11m9. 

(14) Coalition ministries • 
• 

Pand.! t Nehru' remarked in his reply to J1nnah that sorle of 

the se point s "are wholly covered by previous de c1 siona of the 

Congress, SOLle others are hardJ.y capable of discussion". I 

It muet be admitted, l101'lever, that tile letter of Jinnah 
• 

dated March 17, 1938 enclQslng the news paper cuttings did not 

detail the MuSlim demands. He had refused to give a complete 

list. Nehru, therefore, avoided a direct discussion. lliThat the 

list g1ven above is not a complete list and th(tt .it CB.n be aug

r.nented by the addition of farther cLeman(ls. Not kno1'ling tl1ese 

po s 8i bl e and unl 1m1 ted addi tions I can say notlling about them U -

wrote Nehru. 

C! 
TIle 14 po in t s tabulated by Nehru 'tvere takon up by hiI:1 one 

by one and the Congre sa stand wi th regard to them llere expla1ned.2-

The Cong.l1 eS8 point of viow apparently contradicted the League 

point of view. '11th l"'cgal"d to communal Awarcl, the ConG'"l'css ob

jection as Nehru said was on the point of we1ghtage given to 

1. i (,.,' J 
a-. Nehru's letter to Jirinah, dated, Calcutta, April 6,1938 

~~~~~~~~l...re_~ _ . __ . _____ -__ h 5HY'ldl-." t,,1ka • 
. I. €. €', - /I,./e·~ - •. ~ l- ,-, yo.". -..... .." Nt' y' <L 4Y.., -~ :n-- J<~' ~ 

2. Ibid. 
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Europeans in certain parts of Indi~ h t 1 d ~ - to w ich the League a t tu e 

1"as one of concurrance. Regarding other points against the corruuu-

nal Award the L ha cagUQ d a different point of view. The Congress 

described lIits whole basis and structure II as ant1national in so 

far as it stood in the way of the IIdevelopment of a a national. 

unityll. Regarding the Congress stand to seek its I'alteration only 

on the basis of mutual consent of the parties concerned ll the Le~

guekx& had a similar view • 

Nehru hsJd prefaced his letter to Jlnn~n by a declaration 

that lithe Muslim League is an 11~1portant comrnntal organisation 

and we de9~ 't1J'1th it as such". He had added as if by "'laY of a 

challenge to the Lea .. gue 1 e importance that Inore attention is pAid 

to an organisation the more it is felt important and IIth1g impor

tance does not come from outside recognition but from inherent 
• 

strength". As if to add insult to the injury Nehru further wrote 

lithe other organisations even though they might be younger and 

smaller, could not be 19nored ll • 

Jinnah did not take the challenge lying. He had been press

ing so long to be recognised as the sole 1~us11m mouthpiece. He 

now widened lug claim and demanded the League to be regarded as 
• 

an equal to the Congress. ~lIyour tone and language display the 

sene arrogance as if the Congress 1s the sovereign pow'er •••• 

unle S9 the Congress recognises the 14usliLl League on a footing 

of complete ~ equality and is prepared as such to negotiate for 

a H1ndu-l~usl1m settlement, \ie shall llave to wait and depend upon 

our1inherent strength' which willdetermlne the measure of unpor-
1/ I 

tenco or distinction i t po sse ssee. ·Jinnah pleaded 1119 inability 

1. Jlnnah 1 s letter to Nelu"u, dated the 12th 
published by the J\..I.tfL. in the Jt~.b .. 

• 

~.,rl1J 1938~ 
eea=~t"'''~M6 
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to r:1al~o l!elu"u tttlderstan1 tho pos1tio~ any furtl1.er. The J1nnah

Nehru correspondence carne to a close. 

9ubhae chandra Bo se had succeeded Jawharla.1 Nehru as pre-

aldent of the 0onbJ.-ess. aa.."1dhi, after neeting Jir.narJ. in April 

. advi sed Eo se to follow up the corre spondence '''lith the League 

Pres1dent. 

In hi 9 negotiations with Be se, Jinnah was already on the 

Oftenstve. ~He suggested the Hindu-Muslim settlenent to be pre-
• 

B faced by a preamble w'l1ich should read that the uAll-Ind1 a 

1-1uR11m League as the authoritat1ve and representative orge1l1-

eation of the Indian Muslims, and the Congrees as the authori

tative and representative body of the solid body of Hindu opi-

nion ll , -. Alternati Ji!!nah held, the preB.I!lble should con-

tain the statement :-

UThe congress and the All-India 1~us11m League as the aull.ho

ritat1ve and represontative organise.tions of the l~uesaJ.mans of 

India have hereby a~reed to the follolrlng terms of a Hindu-Mus-

lim eettlCI.Llent by way of a pact II. J 

This was certainly not only to get the All-India l~usl1m 

League recognised as the sole mouthpiece of the Mus9s1mans in 

India but to brand the Cong'l'ess as a pure COmrntD1nl organ1sation 

of tho Hindu9 - a virtual subst1 tute of the l-!ahasablm. 

Bose was mOl"'O moderate tllall Nehru; but the situation ha.( 

changod anel the !,oslt1on proposed for tIle Congress could not 

be accepted by the most codcrate of the Congres~ltes. 

Eo ee pleaded :-

1. J1nnah l a lotter to Subhaa 
5th JW1o, 1938. pub11 shod 
n~ -Gandh1 talks. 

QUUldra Bose, datod Bombay, 
by the A. I.M.L. in the Jin-. 
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liThe Congress cannot 

P08s1~ly consider itsel: or function as if 

1 t repro sented one oommunity l ' ht be the on Y J even trlOugh that mig 

major1 ty comcun1 ty in India.. h C ••••••• At the same time t e ongress 

1 s perfectly l111+1ng to confer and Co-Operate Wi t:1. other organl-

8 .. 8~t1on 1.,hich repr'e sent minor1 ty intere st s •••••• The Congre 8 a, 

howevor, would be botmd to oonsul t other existing l~uslim organi

sat1o~2 l/11ich r.a"e co-opera-+:ed \l/ith the Congres8 in the past, Fur

ther, 1n the event of other groups of minority interests being 

involved, it w1ll be neoessary to consUlt representat1ves of suah 
1 in te re at s II • 

The Boec-Jinnah corregryondence Was bound t~ fail. The League 

Pres1dent was insistent that before any neeotiation was started, 

the Congress mU3t accept the 1~us11rn League ae the sole represen

tati ve of the Indian l.{usl1m opinion • The Congre 8S did not a.ccept 

the term. The Congress working Co~~ittee under the dictation of 

Gandhi dl"afted a reply to Jinnah in 811 appealing tone : -~nThere 

are l.{uel1m organisations which have been fWlct10ning independent

ly of tho l~u911m Leaguo. Some of them aI'e staunch supporters of 

the Congress. l~bl"'eover tllOro are individual Muslims who are Con-

gressmen •••••••• you will see t11at in the face of t!1esc kno"m 

facts it is not only impossible but 1r1propcr for tIle Congress to 

mQke the a~18s1on which tho first resolution, of the LeaGUe 

COWloil apparently de eire the Congre ss to ra8.kc II. 'L.. 

The Congress suggested a way out. to open up t~e negotiat1on 

for a H1ndu-Muslim eettleQent without a categorical acceptance 

of the League stand though it was prepared to acccdQ to Lea~~el 8 

claiIa in tact. The la-xx letter from the C'Dngro 88 \brk1ng COJD1 ttee 

added :-

1. The r()aolu~ion of the ConbI'8ss Working Comm1ttee handed over 
to Mr. Jinnah on the 14th May 1938. pub11shed by the All India 
xn l~usl1m Leaguo in tho Jlnnah-GanCL"11 talks. 

2. A. I.l~!.L - Jlnnah-CJandll1 talks. 
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"It is suggested that the status of' organisations does not 

accrue to them by any ddfining of iTo. It ... COr:le s t hro ug11 tre se r-

vice to which a pa~tlcUlar organisation 1~8 dedicated itself. 

The 'vorlting Corn.r.ti ttee therefol'1e hopes that the League CounoU 
• 
villI not ask the Congress» to do the impossible. Is it not en-

ough that the Congress is not only willing but eager to esta

blish the friendliest relations '~lith the League and to come to 

an honourable understanding over the much vexed Hindu- Muslun 

que B t 1 on '1" I 

Jinnru1 refused to listen to the Congress proposal. Nehru 

had set him on a war path. He had not forgotte'n that,! It the very 

existence of the League had been questioned by Pancllt Jawh~,r18.1 

Nehru, the ~ro9ident of tho Congress, in one of his statesenta 

'trlhere in l1e assel'1ted that thcl'1e '\vere only t'\"o parties in the 
L 

COlmtry, narnely, the British Government 8~nd the Congre SS". Tb.1s 

statement of Nehru, it was held by the Lea~ue Executive Council, 

had questioned the status of the League as reoognised by the 

Congre sa since 1916 upto the time of Jinna~n-Prasad conversation 

in 1935. Therefore, the Lea~ue Prc81"d~ent insisted on the accep

tance of the basis 8.8 a preliminary to further talks. Otlle~v1se 

the League did not "require any admission or recognition from 

tl1c Co ngre s gil. 

Meanwhile Jinnah had planned to see that the Jongress could, 

clainl to l'cpresent none but t11e Hindus. If' "Hln<..lu ll Congr~ss ''las 

to spcal~ for the minorities wIlY not the "11uslim" League. The 

Executl~Te Council of tho Lea.gue hevd, therofOl'e, r'esolved on tlle 

5th June, 1938 '''that it iR the declared policy of' the Al1-Indi~ 
l-Iuslim Lep.gue that all other minoriti9s."?7-should ha.ve tlmlr rights 

, ("'0( . , -
~ Ji ah ly to Eose publislled in the Jinnah-Gan<l11i tallts • . .... £".. nn 1" ep , 
~ ... ~.I.].I.L. - Jinnah-Gandhl talks. 
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and interests safeguarded so as to create a sense of security 

aL10ngst them and win their confiCl ... ence Mel the All-India 1.!us11m 

Leaeue w'111 COlmsul t the reprosentative 9 of such minori tie s and 
. 

any other 1nterest.s as may be involved., llhen nece9s~tryll • 
.. 

T11e Congress \lorking Comrni ttee, therefore protested against 

the League stand. It said it coUld not understand the partlc1j~lar 

resolution of the League Executive Co'tU1c1l. 1190 far as the 1'1ork

ing COli.1Ill1 ttc e i 8 ~.ware, tIle 14usllrl1 League 1s pW:1cly a COnlDl1maJ. 

organiaat1on, in the sense that it seeks to serve l.{utll im intc-

· 11ests and its meobersh1p too is open only to lJ!uslims. The \'lork-

1ng dorruni tteo aJ. so l1as all along ill1derstoo d that 90 far as the 

Leaguo 1 s concerned, i t de sire s, and rightly, a settlemen t \"11 t11 

the Congrese on the Hindu.l-Iuslim question and not on questions 

affecting all minol--i tie S". f' f 

The Congress-League Co~re9pondence ended on October 10, 

1938. Jinnal1 hEtd kept tbe door open for further discussion only 

on the basis put forward by the resolution of the League Execu-

• 
tive Council. The Congress, obviouSly, could not agree to this 

basis. 

The Congress leadership were blowing hot and cold s1mul ta

neoualy on the League. \1fhiJ.c the negotiations between the Con

gress 110rking Committee and the League Execut1ve Counc1l \'Iere 

in progro 99, there was a discussion on cl'inllnal law Amendment 

1.. 
Bill in the Centr~~ Legl51ature on ~ugust 23, 1938. The Oon~reBs 

1tms oppo sing tllO Bill and their party leader 't'loW1d up his sta11e

ment '-,vi th B. declaration tha.t anyone supporting the bill would 

1 (,,' ~ t ." 
'L Ahmftd. J - 1Trl tint; S an('. '~})cec11o 9 of Jlni'~al1.. PD{;e - 44. 
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be selling the oountry's freedo~~. 
~ As if that was not enough he 

made the Muslim Lo - . 
ague party in the Central Leg1 slature a spe-

ro oiaJ. target of at .... acl .- IIv 
~ {. ~ou. th~ Muslim League, are occupying 

) 

, 

a,pos1tion of balanoe. Probably this 1s not going to last. There 

is soon corning a tdlmc l>lhen that Bench will disappear ll .' The attack 

was provocative 

l~usl1me. ~U1'lhat 
&1d J1nnah interpreted this as a threat to the 

does he (the CongPG8S leader) foreshadow for 

us - tha.t we should be crushed dOHIl, ground down b~ a brute 

Hindu majorltyn.1- Jinnah got anotller point to establish his the

sis, that the Congress, given power, would crush the minority 

and that the British system of Parliaments.ry deoocracy was tUl

suit ed to India. He 10 st no oP:9ort uni t y to get rc CO 1'" a.C d in the 

proceedings of the Central Legislature a question - ~IISlr, 1s 

thi 8 demo cracy If • .3 

The League was building up its lIinherent st:rength ll to stand 

eventually on the same footing ~dth the Congress. It was conti

nuously widening its demand. A nelv note was struck in Jinnah1 s 

address at the special League session held early in 1938 in Cal

cutta. '''I.!usl1ms have made it clear more t~lan once that besides 

the question of religion, culture, language and personal laws, 

trere± 1s another question e~ually of life and death for them 

and. that thoir future destiny and fate arc dependent upon their 

securing definitely their political rights, their due share 1n 

the po11tical lifej the gove11 nlnent and the administration of the 

co un try 11. 4-

But the Lea.gue President was silent as to who could secure 

it for the Muslims. It lvan an omission too unusual for tm Lee.gue 

P,..p ~1 (lent to make. His silence was more significant than lV-hat he .. - - -- .-

, 

1. Ibid. 
4. saly ld., Jr{. H.-

2. Ibid. 3. Ibid. 
l~ol1B.mmad .Ali Jinnah-A Po11tloEU study. 

Page - 604- 15. 
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said. He had added that the l-iuslims d IIwlll :fight for it till bhe 

last iii toh and all tIle dreams and notions of the Hindu Rltj must 
I 

bo abandoned". By 1rnplication l1e meant that the 1-1uslims wel'ae 

going to fight the Congress Raj which he alleged was virtually 

a Hindu Raj. To the Muslim k listeners of Jinnah, the Congress 

was the enemy number one a d 1b~ th 1 th That , n poss ~y e on y enemy en. 

there was another enemy - namoly the British Government was pos

s1bl~ forgotten in the heat that was generated at the moment. 

In the patna session of tho Lea~ue held in Decomber 1938, 

Ml .... J1nnah made a fervent appeal to t11c 1.1u:31ims - ~ III a:ppoaJ. 

to everyone: come into the Muslim League, it is your own or-
1-

gan1satlon ll • "lhen it was pOinted out to him by some younger 

people that certain individuals should have no place in a peo-
iii 

plat s organisation J he dro'troed their protests - UIiBut the Mus-
~ 

l'im League is the or~anisa.tion of aJ.l lvIusllma li • As to why the 1.1U8' 

lime should como to the League even if it contains leaders wl~ 

are not true representatives of the people, the League Presi

dent had only to point his fingers to the Congress in reply • 
• 

Ho lnaRe' no secret that the League ~lIwould be the ally of even 

the devil if need be in the intel"ests of MU81im8~4Tl1e whole 

range of tIll Presidential address could be suomarised a.s atta

cks on the Congress and a mild reference to palestine issue. 

BliThe CongIaess is notlling but a Hindu body ••••• The pre

sence of a fow Muslims - the few misled and misguided ones aId 

the feti who are tllore 'lith ulterior iiott1i:es - does not, cannot 
"ps-

t1o.:.1ce it R nfl.tinna,l body~ 4ltwae the :first point of his thesis. 

1. Ibid. 

3. Ib1d. 
5. Ahmed, J - Speeches 

2. Ahead., J-speeches and writings of 
Jlnnah.. PaBe - ?? 

.-1:. Ibid 
and wr1 tings of J1nnah. Page - 68. 

• 
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Therefore he argued tha 
t the Congress S'Deaks of SWaraj IIthey .. 

mean only Hindu Raj II. Has not the ConbTe sa au1'flolently deuons-

tra.ted the truth he po sed. if IIWhat did the Congre ss do ",hen 1 t 

got the pOl-ler ? ':lIth all its pretensIons of natIona1i6t1. it 

straight ''lay started \.;1 th t!1e Bandematararn. It is ado1 tted 

that Bandcmataram is not the national Bong, yet it is sung 

as such an~ thrust Upon others. It is sung not only in their 

o't-n1 gatherings, but l·lu911m children in Government and. 1.IW11cipal. 

schools too are compelled to sing it. MuSlim children must 

accept Banderlataran as their ne.tional song, no matter whether 

re11gious beliefs permit them to do so or not. It is idola.-

trous and a hymn of ha. te again st 1.{uslic9. II' :~en Jlnnah as]ted 

his aUdience - f'r'Ie there any doubt now in the IJin.l of anyone 

that the whole scheme of Hindi-Hindustani i9 intended to st1-
1;0 

fle end euppre ss Urdu? II There was/to hie 11 ~tencrs Kldoubt about 
'l..-

the villainy of the Coneress. 

As "11: ths.t 't'las not enou~h to a~1 tete the MU911c passions 

against the Coneresa. He ohapacter1sed the Cone~ess sUpport to 

the trouble created by Arya Sar~.Jlst s and Hindu l-lahashab21a in 

Ha.Ytlernbali state as a move directed against a lIusl1m ruler 

ll!1.1ch wag evident due to tIle Congress' silence over t~ fate 

of the 1-1usl1m subjects of the nogra state of Kashmir. 

Jinnah did not be11eve that the Congress really would not 

work the Federal part of the 1935 const1tution. 9tatemr.nts of 

a few Oongrcsq 1ndi',1dUEtle had reasons to cast doubt';' on the 

Congress doclaratione. "Tr.c 14uAllme he eaid "are not what they 

'iere three years ago IS - and as such the OonBres~ could not 

longor"dec*lve the Muslim;. n.IIThc whole game of tho Congresa 

1. Ibld- pc.1I - 70. 2. Ibid. 
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1 

is and haa been to ~~t 
o~ n auoJtantial major1ty 1n this wretched 

highly objectionable ~nd 
~4 rotten conat1tution which they want 

.. 
TIle League had not yet talcen up tlr proposal of 1 ts Sind 

Brancll to regard the Indian MU88ru.maJns a.s a nation. The Sind 

Provincif'.l Lea.gue in 1 ts seRsion in October had urgod the Lea

gue to l:'e'r1ew its policy ree;ardlng tho futur,e constitution of 

the country in the light of what it regarded as a fact - that 

India is a homeland of tltlfO nationa, Hindus and lvIu91i.r.1S and that 

it 1s not a country but a oontinent. The two-nation theory had 

yet founcl. favour l1i tIl Jinnah. 

~ 
Illstcad, Jinnah denounced the present leaders11ip of t116 

Congre S 8 11 i,'lhi ell "i a de stroying tl1e' idea,l '\111 th \'lhi ell the Congl"e ss 

M. was startedll.~ He denounced. Gandhi a~ the genius lJ€hiItd the 

metamorpl10sis of tihe Congress. Gandhi' 8 ideal, 

reviveHindu religion and esta,blish HindU-RaJfn 

11e said --1I1s to 

this country". 1-

GRndhi lvas the $lIone man responsible for tUl"ning the Congress 

3 
into an instrumen t for tl1,e l"evival of Hinduism ll • 

Jinnah was only half true in this re apo ct. rrh,e Congre s s 

was started at a time lvhen Indian nationalism 'vas only Hindu 

ns.,tlonallst1 an<l that the Congress became a national body in 

the se cond and. third de cade s of the C1.1l'"'rent century ''las a le.ter 

develonment. Gandi was a man of religion and a Hindu at that. 

That the Congl"less under [lis leadership 'trould ta]-co a Hlnduised 

tint was anything but unne.tural. Even 1'J'ithout being a four anna 

member of the Congress, Gandhi was its soul. ~o leader not even 

4 athgi,st1Qlf1l Socialist Neh1~u, as Iqbal o .. escrlbed him could escape 

the conflict of head and heal't. Nchl"u 1 e heRrt responded to "Gand}1 

1. Ibid - page - 70. 2. Ibid-page-?~. 3. Ibid-page-70 
4. Ir1bals letter to J1nnah quoted in : [oh.a.mmad Ali Jlnnah-

1\. ~poll"~i cal Study by :,1. Ir. Sa1y1(~. 
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4To the 
Ol'dinary Hir.du Case Gandhi was a lI.aJ::sraJ - a 'Maha~-

mR, and wag an object f ' o ",-ora..'11p as alI!10c~ an ~ce..rnat1or. of God 

" cocetWWl'l to e stablls!1 Ran Rajya. 

, 

T:w Congress, tmC!.er Gandhi had given sUfficient reaeons to 

1~8 cr1~lce ~o question its bonaf1c8 as a na~1onal organ18a~1on. 

Var10ua cntaloG~os of alleged pC~sccutions of Musl1Ce under thM 

Congress 

f. lip ill' ur 

r~c, lIe re prcpEtred, 
I 

t~Q wost .lllportant of thcu 'Was t:t8 

R,cT)ort It Bu~1 tted a~ ~~n P • 1 .... AOi a una se sa on ~o be follol'ICd 

b~' the '"Sha.r1f :::\oport pu".)11a:1ed. 1n two volUDfle 1n Fobr1l8ry,lgs9~ 
The ~~~rif Report contained 6~ract of a atatQ~ent froo Babt 

P.e~jennra PT'aeacl ls9uc<l to the Prees on JBnuary 27, 1939. IlBakrid 

i a appro aching. In to l'tlcr tine Il therQ used to be one dP~" in the 

year 1n Bihar which was a SO'.1rCC of anxiety tor the administra

tion and the public ,\"orkers at large and that c..s.y was Bal~rid day. 

But now nobody feels eafe on An~" day as ~he whole a.~cospherc 18 

~it1atod ••••••• The Hindus Duet recoGnise that it 1a not for t~o~ 

to cnfo!'oe t!1eir own religiouB opin10ns end practice on othcrs l1 • 

Gandhi also made no ee cret of hie reactions to tho hP.ppcn

lnge in the co~try. He wroto in HPrljan on JRnusry ~, 1939 • 

• 
110ut of tho present oondition ot the Congreea I sea noth1ng 

but anarohY' and rod ruin in front of tlw cOW'l~ry. Indisci

p11ne of ConGre SStlon 1s on tho inorease everywhere. 1 .. 1any 

of tlloCl ml1.ke lrre sponel 'ble, oven violent specclle 8. l1f.ny 

tall to oarry 01Jt inatructione ll • 
J 

I. Thy All IndiA. Muel1l3 LSflgue 1n lI.roh, 1938, hltd a,po1nt
ed A Ooon1ttee to en~ui~e into the grievAnces of the 
MuesaL-n&r1B under the ~ongres8-ePv8rned pro--:rinoes. ?.aja 
qahcb of P1rpur vas the C~!:~ of tho Corull ttee. Henoe 
it WRS known as the P1rpur ~oLll:ltt8e Md the Report BUb

mltted by 1t AS the P1rp~ Report. 

~ ~UI ShRrlf Report was prftpared by 
nub11sl1ed ~y t~ BlhRr provincial. 
·~IAsJ ~ f'-A;·& R4~. J . .,-

• 
• • 

• 
H~. ~.H. Shar1f and 
Hu~!m League.Patna. 

• 

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



• 
190 ~ • 

• • 

- 38 -
I 

It Was a fact that in the .-pruvlnces where the Congress ran 
the .administration the Mu~lims ' 

o suffered. The atrocities on the 
Muslims 

. 
i!lg the 

Wlder t11e CongJ.~ess rule was a dominant factor in chang .... 

attitude of the 1!usllm masses to't{arda the Congress: 
.. 

Jlnnah, had therefore, little difficulty in covincing hie 11stcn-
., .. 

ere in Patna (in the Congress governed province of Bihar) «U\'ihen

ever l~usl:ios """'~vc 1 d h .L~ ra Be t e s11ghe at voice of prote at aga,inst 

the imposition of Hindu Cultupe on them, they have been branded 

as communalists and disturbers of peace, and the repressive mach!-

, nery of the Congress Gove~10nts have been sct in motion against 

tllGL1. Take the cases that have occurred in Bihar. \·n10 l1ave suf

fered suppression of culture under the Congress Government? It 

is tl1e l~us salman 9 II. I 

The Muslim passions were roused against the Congress to suck 

an extent that in the circle of the lesser leaders t11erc '\fas a 
- ~ 

clamour for declaring ~direct action against the Congress. Jinnah 

had need for Muslim' hatred towards the Congress but he had as 
I 

yet no stomach for direct aotion business. The Patna session of 

the League had, therefore, adopted a formal resolution for direct 

action with a directive clause that it could be started as and 

wIlen t118 Working Committee would so decicte. 

The patna session of tho League could claim to represent 

Muslim India. By the end of the year 1938 the League Parliament

ary party l~,d been functioning in 8 out of 11 legislatures of 

Bri tlsh India province s. It s membership had risen from a fellT 
. 3 .... 

thousands to a few hundreds- thousand. -,.Ln 'x-.n lbrov~nDe 8, pro-

1. AhIlad. J.- Speeches and lvritings of J1nnah - pHge-71. 
2. In the Patnr:t session of the League a re901ut1on asking 

for d1rect action against the Congress was tabled before 
the sub iect Cornm1ttee. It wa~s d.ebatod and discussed, but 
could n~t get through because according to Jlnnah the 
time was not yet opportlme. a..k .... t& 

3. Proald.entlal 'll: s of nnah ,e6~ln of 
the b~~Je. P86e :1:,-:-_ .. '1 
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vlnc1al, district 

new branches were 

country. 

H1ndu-l-1u811m 

for a long time _ 

191 
I .. ' ,_ . 

and prinary l.U11ts held been setUp. Every nay 

being opened Up in different parts of the 

relation had ~ready been very much strained 

since pract1caJ.ly 1922. Riots and COIJounal · 

clashes were normal features of India's national life. Tne Lea

gue hEtd 'by 1 ts continuous pro!)aganda identified the Congress 

~th the Hindus and theroby transferred the MuSlim bitterness 
• 

against the Hindus to the Congress. The line of argwaent l"laS 

like this: if Hindu 19 an enemy of the Muslims an<l if the Con-

gress is a H1ndu organisa.t1on, the Congress 1s an enemy of the 
• 

Muslins. 

Events in politics move not as tl1ey should. CCI'tain beliefs, 

w11ethe1'" th.ey llCt."!!e ~:r l'cason or no t r.Jake tl1.c event s nove ir .. the1r 

particular pattern. The Muslim youth had becoLle an ardent belie

ver in the Muslim LeaGue. Apart fro~ the tinge of pan-Islamlsm 

that tho movement of the League had 1n it9 very existence nancly -

Pan-Indian Islam1sm, the Leae;ue had started to shout about the 

dangor to Islamic culture and civ1lisation. Apparontly it was 

an idea11sm that lmd drawn the r1sing r·Iuel1m lntel11gent1a to-

wards tho League. Thore was an essential oconomic appeal as well. 

The Mu sl1m youth in Bengal. and t11e P1.U1J a b lai.d llOpe s ra1sed to 

sMre half of the Govt. Jobe and ser"lcee, lrll1ch until recently 

was a virtual monopoly of the Hindus and Sikhs. The 1[us11m youth 

in the minor1ty !lrov1nces epecially in the U.P. found the door 

of services gett1ng closod on the1r face under the Congress re-

g1oe. It is true that the Hindus had a l"1ght to higher peroontage 
• 

tl1,a.n they bad beon enjoying; before tho working of 1935 Act in the 

U.P. acoording to ,t:le ~fUIle log1c that ens,J6d 50% of Jobs to tile 
• 

l-iuof.1m s, Bay in Bongal. It was equAl 1y true that Justice to the 

Hindus 1n u.P. was in direct clash with the 1n~erest of the U.P • 
• 

Muslim youth. 
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It was not unusUal to find'in 
tho se dayS that in the same 1.lusl1m 

house in Bengal the f t' ~ 
a .l1er Wag no'-l anti-Congress if not also uro-... 

Congre 9 e llhile his son in tn" e nO'_lnge 
- " or University was vehco~nt-

ly anti-Congress and an arcent SUp}101'ter of the League. Fatller 

the Khl1afat ctays 8l1d the Bon knew the Con-
knew the Congress of 

gress in pOl-fer. YOu~h has been the instruTJent of :p0'\'ler 1n poli

tics in India. ~he Congress ha~ used them and so did the League. 

J1nnah han obviou~ly noticed the ~1sc of H1tlerlte Germeny 

very carofully. ClHe had SfHm how the wrongs done to the Qermans 

1n the Vereal11ee Treaty \-/ag sYstematically exploi ted by Hitler 

not only to unify the Gel'lUan nation but to for'ge an e.ggl'ees1ve , 
movement for 1 ts W1clo1ng. TIle cornel" stone of tile League to uni-

fy the Ind1an 1·1ussalmans was the wrongs done to tlle l!us11ms by 

the CongTeS8 ministries. If Hitler and Jinnah differed in methods 

tl1a.t was because Hitler was orba.n1sing a free nat10n and Jlnnah 

a 8l1bJeot people. The Repor~ of tIle P1rpur COT;un1 ttco Mel creatt'd 
I 

a greElt stir in the country. The Congress denied t:!.le charges and 

'lsugecstc"d an it1partial tribunal presided over by the Chief Jus

tice of India to go into them:-~The Lea~ue disagreed because 1t 

held that the Congress as accused ~d no right to const1tutt 

the trlbunal~ r.!oreover it had no legal author1 ty to .. stlmmon wit

nesses, to take evidence on oath and 6all for the production of 

document s tllat m1ght be l"cqulrod ll • Only the ru],l.1ng power could 

hold an enquiry and so a Royal COIIU:l1ss1on, should in the1r opi

n1on, enqu1re 1nto the allegRt10ns. The a1legat1on~ contained 

1. Jinnall onoe spoko of Wldo1ng the const1 tut10n of 1935 a8 tlle 
Germans undid tho Versailles ~rcaty. (J1nnah's address to 
the Bombay ~9s1on of the Lea~ue 1936). In anothor ~occh 
he mentioned the Budctsn Gel'mana. 

2. The Congross Presidont, Babu 11laJ98ndr8r FrRisa.dtlo/l~te ~ol l·ir. 
Jinnah on the 5th of october 93, 0 fer ng . 0 COR8u tute 

an enquiry OOlI1n1ttee to 1nv89t1~at8 1nto the !'ugJ.l~ gr1evances, 
with Jir 1~aW"1oe ()wyer, Cllie! Justice of tho FedGr~ Court 
or BOu~V othel' persons ot a s1a11ar 3tatu,s as the C!4a1rlJan. 

- J1nnaJ~I.~ gtnter.lp.nt ttl thr. preas on tJ-1.:aJ .. ~. _a. 
" .. 
~~,~ .. , -

• 
1 

l 

• 
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in the Plrpur Report was th 

erefore neither prove~ nor disproved. 

Even 1r a la tor enquiry woUld ~ .. eprove 
~ the allegations - the 

Congress coUld nev . 
er regain ~ 108s and the danage sustained 

by the publication of the report. The I119ch1ef was already 

done to the Congre BS·, to the same . -- extent t!1e League was a gain-

er. The League had no longer to prove its thesis. It wag gene-

rally accepted by the Muslims that thc Congress was a Hindu 

body. 

By the beginning of 1939, tlwrefore, Jinn~~ opened his se

cond front - the attack against the Brit1sh Government in Indik, 

whom he called tIle ally of the Congress. Speaking to the A11garh 

students in February, 1938, Jlnnall had cocplEtined-UtllB Bl.'Iltlsh 

Govcrruncnt 8ho~lS no sign of coming to the help of l·lusl1L1s but 

1 a throwing them to tho wolve 8. II JinnA11 po as1bly had an expeo-

tatit:)n that tl'le British (]averMent would COIle to the help of the 

MU8salmans in view of the ~co1a1 responsib!lit1es given to the 

governors lmder the 1935 Act and in tlle name of Juetico to mi

noriticB: By neccmber of the same year tllc e;q>eotation was 

fOWld no.t to materialise. In his Presidential adc..:-ess at the 

annual session of tho Lo~~ue (hold in Dececber) Jinn~~ urged 

his follo''lers not to expect any helf from the Britlshers. His 

voioe was one of b1ttc~ne89 a'~alnst the !3r1tish (]ovoI'IlDent. 
l{ 

"I am aure even if there were a te'l ALlongst ltusl1las who rJld 

thought in the past that the 1·1usl1IJs eight ga1n the1r end by 

al11enoQ with British inlj>er1Al1atl, they have now been thoroughly 

d1 sill usi~nedn.' J1nnah was only preparing for an attack. 

1. A.l'lmad. J - 9peaohe e and \wr1t1ngs of J'lnn~h-pa(~8-?6 • 

• 
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TIle a t ~ [lc1{ lIra f3 0 n d 
pe e on Me..rch 22, 1939, in conn ... , c~1 on ,ri tll f' 

~ebatc in the Central Le~1alature h 
~ , on the Finenco Bill. Jinna 

us~d the occasion to bring h" · 
19 gr~evanceB home more to the Bri-

t1ah Government, than t o the sworn enemy - the Congress. He had 

a favourable position of power to do it. He made no secret to 
~ 

state:- IIwe hold. the balance in the House" and ''larned the 

Government tlIf \110 are supporting t11e Govornment, then I th1nl~ 
• 

tl1e Finance rJember can safely pllot this Bill to his sat1efac-

t ion and Ile can carry tIli s Bill \'11 tllout a conuna of it being B~-

tered; Md Ile na.turally 

before my party that we 

\,.,o'Ul d pI ead before this HouDe Rnd plead , 
should support it ". He had. no such lV'e.rn·-

ing to make to the Congress - the opposition in the Central 

Legislature. 

Tll€l"'e 't1"as no mistal~e in his note of threat to the Br1tish-

Government and sense of ~elple ssness at;ainst the Congress. The 

'Congress, l1e knew could defoat the- Govt. in CaSt3 tIle Ivlusliln Lea-

gue p£u~ty reQained nentral but such victory of the Con~"'ess, 

he maintained lvoulo. be pJl enlpty one. 

T~1e moot point of Jinnah' 8 stand ''las that tho Governlnent 

did not do its duty as a paraamount po,,,er.-,IThe British Govern-

ment has failed even to secure us our olementary rights %~ of 

c1t1z,ens11ip, and those specip.J. pO't-lors l!hioh 1"lcre assumed under 

the guise of the Govel"nors and the Governor General being the 

protecto!ls and the tl'ustees of minorities have proved to be a 

fr~.llJ, NO~C KU than a. fraud". ~ 

The Lea.:~ue loader had nothing t;o say a.bout the Finance 
, 

Bill and tl1€ proposals contained tl1erein. All that-- he was 

interested in was to record his protest against the non-inter

ference of the Governors in the activities of the Congl"'eSB 

1. Ibid - page - 79. 

2. Ibid - page - 82. 
• • ,~ , • 
• .. • • - . 
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" .......... 

·1~ 4 ca· ..... '" ,,~ ." '- ..... .._..J ... "- .,:-.j ~~ert.!';-ed in raTO~ ~ Mu&llna. Jlnnah lIo~d 

be.·re no obJect1on to th8 '!)ureaeraC1 w,eto1ne tbl ae";1ons ot the 

elected rep!-~eentatlve8 pt i;n. people. 

It VIls indeed a ~.a~ lapse 1n J1..nn.b. Thare alt;ht have been 

lutf1c1ent reasons tor tlw c~~ in • It 18 tru. ~hat 118 van~· 

eel to \Dllte tlY )(usl1l:1a and that Ct)~Jld eAsU7 be .c!l1end b7 de

nounoing the ~n~eaa. It 18 eqllell, trlMl ~bAt Jir-nah ",,4 oe._4 

• to be what he vaa even un~l1 1~ - po8eibl,. !lOre by oircunstance. 

tl1an by oholce. 

• It 18 8l't,ued, novever, t!'lA-: the Oonerea. also r.lt 4 no leaa 

Jubilant vr.an t~ Brl t1eh (Jovern.,.nt tl'u8trate4 ~h. League BOY. 

to torf!l Go·,";. in 31nd or 1n the PunJa".l! ~ on. vronp: never 'Jus--

: .• 8 OongIe.1 

had not d.~1aot;ed tram itl ant1-Br1tleh polley either 1n the Olln

tral LIg141aot;ure or 1n the politioa outaide tlw Leg1al"ture. One 

m1ght pOl81bly Il.ulpaat that the Leaf:\1. teU an •• q prey to • big

ger g-mG and tba Sri ~i ell non-lnterrer,nc. 1n tM PJ'Ov!nc'.' ac!n1-

nletrat10n va. a part or that ~ne - ely to oause an unbrldg-

able gult betweln tlw Congrell and t~ League. Viwr, ab.rpd with 

act. or lnJ'jll~!.QO to tM 

t.c~ tll&~ ~: •• Irltl8h 00-", .'r40r8 hed onlj _1"48 of oomenda-:1OD 

tor tlT .dn1nll<t;~atlon tJt the Congr ••• vas • sutri01ent proof to 

'l-tlw con trary • 

1. ga1ylJ. H.H. - XohA."d Al1 Jln n-b - A Pollt1a" Stq. 
. . ' ... - Me 
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The fact rema1ns - """hat f ' ~ or tnc lapse of the League the 

congress "'las equall ~~ Ie.; ~ y responsible. ~ had ceased to represent ., 
the Musl1rn India. 

Anot11el'\ new and significant development is noticed in tIle 

League politics since Decembel'" 1938. Th,e 1.1uslims 'tvere no long€r 

con~ldel"'ed to be a conm'W'lity. TllO League began to call tllen a 

n8~tion in Inflis.. It must be afu.al tted, h01'Tever tha.t the concept 

was not League's; it only accopted the concept that was deve

loping in the I'!linda of a very vocal scct10nj of the liuslims of 

Ind1a~~.inlY of the NOI'th tjest. 'By 1939 quito a nUhlber of s11e-

mes for dividing InC1ia "yore already in tIle air! Tlle League had 

not imraed1ately taken official notice of the shheuos of parti-
'~' 

tionlng India. It l1ad at least the sati sfaction that the con-

cept of Indian ns.t1on:1.Ood preached by the Congress lias becoming 

a myth to a large section of tho Muslims. 

Jinna11 had used the term "l-1uslim Nation" only once in 1938 

and that l\TaS 't-Jhlle addressing the A.nnuaJ. session of the Leagme 
, 

in December. D1 the following year he used the term more often. 

~ven as la.te as 80ptember 28, 1939 Jlnnah ,,,as speaJ.{ing for 8. 

Hil'1du-l~usl1r:t pact, but that lias to be not of the tyPe of the 

Luclmow Pact of 1916 as betl'leen tw'o cOlmnunitles of the sarae 

Indian nation, but of t11e tyPo of nGerman-Soviet Pact bet1vcen 
'l-

the t't"ITO nations 1'lhlch 't'lere the bitterest enemies". That there 

was an eSBentlal difference, did not occur to Jinnah. Both Ger

r.lany and tIle Soviets 1"ere sovereign na tion8 while the Indian 

1 nations' ''J'epe under foreign control. Jinnah obviouBly wanted 

1. Infra. page - ~ 17 

2. J. .. hmad. J. - Speec116S anel. writine;s of Jinneh. 
Page - 83-84. 

--
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to emphasise tl¥tt Indian liuslims Torere a . \ na~lon. Otherwise the ~ 
analogy was lrrev&lent. o 

r.I +" .. 
liO!' ~J.l-L8 develop!acn~ ill Jinnah l a n1nd the c"',enta in the 

-

country had helped a good deal. On September 3~, the Viceroy 

de clare d India at ,\iar 1'11 th Germany follo,\iing ne clara t ion of 'tJar 

by tho His Iltajesty' 8,Government. The Gov81"1nment of India needed 

public 9Upport for the successful prosecution of the war efforts. 

The Viceroy had invited Gandh1 and J~1nah for con9ultat1on in 

this connection. If Gandhi ~aa reprosenting Hindu India, Jinnah" 
... 

, obtained recognition to l"'eppesent l.fugllIa India. Jinnah bad made 

his importrulce felt during tho discussion of tho Finance Bill 

in 1~8.rch and in subsequent moUth9; in Septeober his imp0l"tance 

recognised. The Viceroy 1 s declaration on 11th Soptember 1939 

the.t Hi s l~je sty' S Go~rt. hael suspended the Federal nart of 1935 

Act ,vas ta1cen as a great victory of the League. 

~lhile the Congress ~1orklng COlani ttee l"'oeented India's In

vol vemen t in the war wi t110ut her con sent the l~uslim LeaGue had 

no 9'10:1 obje ctlon. Tb.e state of emergency in India was on the 

othel" band sought to be an occasion to press upon tlle Govt. tl~ 

demands of t110 l'Iusl1m Lear;ue. TIle Executive (Jormn1ttee of the 

League in it~ resolution on Sc~tembcr 18, 1939 asked for the 

complete abandonment of the Federal part of the Govt. of India 

Act 1935 and not its suspension alone. Re1terating the League1s 

allogation a.ga.inst the Congress m1n1stries it asked t>UHis 1·1aJes

ty' 9 GOVCl"'nlllent and the Viceroy and Governor GenerEU. to direct 

GovernorA to eXQrclec their epGciru. povlers, ,\i11ere any provinciaJ. 

ministry falls to SCCl..U"'e Justice and fairplay to the 1·lu6saluana 

or l'lf'hero they resort to oppro 8sion or 1nterference ,,,i th their 

politlop~, eoonomi0, 80cial and c'.lltural l"lghto, in accordance 
• 

• 
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wlt~ the sacred proo1ses, a8SU1~ances and declarations repeated-

ly made by Great Britain in consequence of which these special 

powers 'tv-ere expressly embodied in the statute u! The League Exe

cut lve CornEll ttee fUl~t11er reiterated ~lIthat ~Ihile 1~u8l1m India 

stands aGainst exploitation of the people of India and has re-

peatedly declared in favoUl~ of uFree India 11 it is equally oppo

sed to the domination of Hindu majority over MU8sau~ans and 

other minorities and va8sa~ieation of Muslim India, and 18 ir

revocably opposed to an:, I federal obJt;}ctlve' w~hich must necesa-

, arily l-ae 8ult in a. l:1ajo~i ty cOIJ1I!l1IDi ty rule Wlder the guise of 

~ democracy and Pal'liar.1entai~y eysteln of government n• Elp ... bol'ating, 

the Lea~ue offlcially declarod that the country i9 co~po8ed of. 

various ns.tionallties and does not congt1tute a na.tional state. 

~Requesting the His l.faJestyls Goverrunent, "to Aatisfy the Ara.b 

nat ional J.emanda n, t11c Lea~o url~ed tIle Govt. to take into it s 

I confid.cnce the l'Iusllm League 't"hlch 1s the only organisation 
3 

that oan Aneak on 11ehaJf of !1usl1r~1 Indian • . ~ 

\'1hile the I'Iusl iril League was a sklng to be ta.'ken into conf 1-
• 

donee of the British Government tho Congress demanded that Brl-

:t~ tn-in shou~d stR tc her liar e.1IilS aIHl de clare India on lnrlepen-

dent country. The Co~gross insisted formation of a constituent 

A.ssembly based on adult franc11ise and the League dCh1and.ed li the 

Britisll Government to rcvlc~J ~n(l. l1Qvise the ent1'l'G problem of 

" ~ India's future const1 tution denovo. Jinnail cA1Jlained U "The words 

1nationallRL1 t and nationalist 1 l"fl va Wlclorgone many cl1angos in 

tIle defin1 ~lon encl s1e;n1ficMoe. gone people l1ave a dictionary 

of their o'\'m but lfithin t110 honest meaning of t110 tCl1m, I Atl11 

" If rSlaain R. natlonaliqt. Jinnall could have a.dded "a }IIu~l1rn nation-

r. ~ ~ i J. - r\'\ AC;o...VV\ ~ 

Ibid. 649 - 150.3. Ibid. 652. 4. Ibid. 654. 
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Etllsttl. It was non~t11ele8s 8. confession that hie conception of 

Indls~n nationllOOd has c11ange(1. 

• Togetller 1'l1th a c{.J2"ngo in the concept of nationllood in Jin

naIl tllere \'Vas another noticeable chEtne;e in him since 1938. He 

had become an exponont of Islam. lJ. He told the iU1garh studHnts 

that tho llualim League "strulds for complete freedom of India, 

not for one comr.llmlty but for all t1le pooples compo sing this 

grea.t Bubcontinent ll • TIle me SS&fJ:e B.sswnes a sif!l1ificance 1~Then ... ...~ 

l1e adds tllftt the l'.Iu~liL1 League also etancls ll fOl'1 free and inde

pondent Islam II.' Unfortunately he did not elHborate his moaning 

of IIfroe 811(1 independent IslaIl". The QuicL-i-Azrun (The gl'cat 

lcade11 ), tIle title that ,~as appllect for Jinnah by the Muslims 

and ~l80 by Gandhi - for the first time in his politic8~ cereer 

broadcast a meSSE'.ge for the Id 011 :November 13, 1939, in 1'lT11ich 

he c_l.-vel t on the significance of tl10 prayer. Tlle c1mnge amused 

the Hina.us Wl10 still believed that tIle l~usl 1m leRders do not 

8uoy>ort Jinnall. Dr. B.R. Ambod.1~al'" I the 8c11eduled caste leader 

did not fail to notice the significance of the chRnge in Jin

nal1 1 s at --Gi t'J.de:- 11r i ting in 1940. A,r:lbedkar a bSE; 1"Vt3d : Qli!l'. J in-

nah was nove!' 1010111/11 to be a very d.e~out, pious or ft professing 

lvlusl1rn. Besides k~o8ing the 110ly Q,Ul'l8.Jl as end wIlen 110 was _ 

SlJ'orn as an l!I.L.A. he does not appea),.-"ed to l1.e.ve bothered much 

about its contents 01" FqJecial tenets. It 1s doubtful if !J.e 

fpeauented any rno sque ei ther out of cupioeit~T or religious fcr-
• 

VOID') ••••••••••••• 'l'o day he go e s to the rno sque to hear Khut bEt 

and tp.J~e s delitjht in joining the II d congregational prayers, 

Dongri Etnd Nul bazar once knew 14r. Jinnp.,b only by narne to day 

t110y kllO'N 111m by Ills pre sencc •••••••• In thiR l~. Jlnnall has 

1. Jll'lnah' s me 8sagc to the student 8 of l\lIusl1L.1 University, 
.lUigarh. Al1.rnad.J - 3peeche sand lvri tinge of Jlnnah . 

Par:;e-84 
2. Arllbed1car. B. R. -Thought s on P('.kistan. page - 351. 
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• 

merely follo'tITed king Henry IV of France •••••• Henry IV 'trIas a 

Hugenot by faith but he did not heslta.tc to attend tIle me.ss 

in a Catholic C11urch in Paris. He believed that to change I1j£ 

Huguenot faith and SO to maos was an easy price to pay for the 

po't'lerful euppoI't of Paris. As Pal"is became worth a [Ja~9 to lIel1-

ry rv I 80 M.VO Dongrl end Nul baz8.r become worth a mass to 1·'11". 

Jinna11 and tOl" the same reason. It is strategy; it 1s l!1oblisa

tiol1. But even if lot i 9 viellJ'ed as the sinking of l·h~. Jinnah 

, 
.. 
• 

Ar 

from reason to superstition he 1s sinking with 1119 1d'301ogy 'lrvhlch 

by h1s vory' sinking is spreading into all the d1fforent strata 

of l1Iu81jJ'il Society and is beooming pal"t and parcol of ita mentAl 

mekc-up u. 

'-only a yeaI' ago Jinnah 'trIas condemning t11€ 1:loulav1!3 fJ.nd l~u

lanas! If he condemned the pro-Congress Je~1at-1-Ul~-1~Hind, he 

haa alroady croated conditions for the rise of Jamiat-i-Ulema-i-

I sleIl. 

, 

A9 noticod already that in reply to the appep~ of the Brl-

t1 sh Government to help 1..'1 the War ef'fol"t s, the Congre S 8 ha.d 

a~ked for terms on 1vhicl'l t110 Government ''las prep8.1"1od "~O l)urchB.se 
• 

it, and demanded imnadiRte indopendonce ann a constituent Assom-

bly on a.duJ.t frenchise. In this l"lcspect the Congl'ess llad gone 

iI 
boyond Gand11i 1 s t:erms. -"Gand11i \vas preparo{l. to l."la1 t lll1t11 tho 

War "'iSS over for an imnediata del1verence t'fould not be 'tvorth it 

if England and Fl"ance fell or if they COI!fe out victor1o.us "ruined 
'Y-

and l1umbled". 

fJ The Brltisl1 Press condemned the Congress demand: lIT11ey ov1-

-dently hope to extract political pl~fit from the situation. ~he 

Congress dp,mand, the London Times said could nnt be accepted by 

tl'lC Br1 tlsh Gov~l"nl!lOnt. TIle Brl tis11 Governrllent cannot bind 1 tself 

1. His spooch to t11e Aligar11 students in February, 1938. 
2. Nomen. tvI - IJlusllnl Ind1a-pF'.go- 388. 
3. Art1 cl~ IJu";)li alled in the Tlr~le s of London referlnC; to the 

statement by tho Congress COLllUi ttec regarding Bri t1 sh 't'lar 

aima, quoted in hlusliL1 India by l·I.Noman. Page - 391 • 

• 

• 
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to ooncede to t110 Indian Congross party what ~10'.iLd araount to a 

monopoly of the ropT'eaontation of Ind18,n political opinion. "8uch 

undcrtA.k"ln~ t1'le news papol'" a.clcloc1, IIwould const! tute an injustice 

to other very important Indian intel'c st s, ;". the l~ll~l1m COInI.1tU1i

ty arnong them II. 

The Brit1sh Press corJIIlonts appa.rently souS11t to exploit 

thQ duolare.t1ons of the Loague to dony l"lopre ssntati ve cha.l'actor 

of the Congress and thereby to ignore tIT:- Congro sa demands for 

an imme<.=tiate decIa.ration of IndiB.1 s in(1~cpendence and con sti tu

t10n of a donstituont Aqqembly on,adw4t franchise for deciding 

India1s ~NXXk future constitution. The Leaguo had lnspite of 
, 

itself, become a l1andy weapon to beat tIle Congress demand for 

1nu:ledlate indopendenco for India. !In reply to tIle Congl"'o ss de

mand for a declaration at" liar aims vlith regard to India. - the 

SOcl"'etary of state announced in October 1n tho House of Lords 

tha,t Incl1a' 8 pollt1cBJ. goal l;as attainment of 
f 

Dominion status 
• A.fI'V~ 

of tho 110stminister variety. The Secretary of state~. Zetlend 

further B.sstrr'ed the llIuslims in l"eply to thoir demEl.nn for asking 

the Governors to exercise their special responsibility, that 

4f 
the Govt. lias not divorcing the responsibility Wllic11 devolved 

on t11e c::II10uldfl rs of the BI'i ti sh Governrl8 nt II. Tho B.r! ti 811 Govern-

mont al so repeated 1 ts requo st for a worJ{able 1.ll1i ty among tIle 
• 

Indian pRrtio8 to prosecute the war Afforts. 

~T11tl Viceroy' 8 a.nnouncemont on Octobor 18, repeated the 

British lvar aims for India as the attainment of Dolninion status. 

His statement '~a9 intondod to please botll the Congress ~nd the 

• 

• LefJ,guo and urge on both to CO-opGl"ate 1vi th the ".rIal" effort s of 

tIro Governmont. A88urance for Dominion statue ftftol"' tIlo war "tvoulc 

havo satisfied the Congress as Ganrlhl w'as not insistont· on its 

, 

1. Noman - Muslim India - Page '- 389. 
2. Ibid - Page - 392. 
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irnmediate implementa.tlon. ~J1e \Ticeroy'S statoment aSJing tht

Indian Parties not to insist on particular phrases was intended 

possibly to satisfy the League for the Viceroy remarked that the 

situation !al to be faced in terms of the political realities of 

tl1e coun~ry. .. 
• 

'In the circur.1stanues, the Viceroy suggested formation of a 

consultative group fully repl"esentat1ve of 2.11 major pollticaJ. 
I 

parties to advlge tl1t~ Govcl"'nmon"0 on 1rmr effol"'tS. ~11€ consultative 

group 1'ITould be pre sided over by the ~iceroy at the ·centro anel the 

governol")s in t11e province 8. The 1ntention of tllo Government \-las 

not to risk splitting the Unity of Incl1a on the roclc of phrases. 

Tile early reverses of the allic 9 in t11e \'lar had made some co-ope-

ration of Inclia absolutel:)r e 9sentia.l for the GoveY'noent. 

The Vlceroy1 s offer could not be unwelcome to the Leaguo. 

Tl1c League could hope to sllare in po\vor in the Congl"aoss prov1nc6 s-

tllOugl1 it [1eant a~so the Congl~e8S shal"in~ in pO't'lCl'1 in Bengal and 

the t.t Plli1jab. On the othel'" hand the propo sal 8ou~11r.lcO ta"ke a"way 

t110 bal~galn1ng potier of tIle Congl'ess - l.vhich tlley had b~r virtuo 

of t11sir absolute nlaJopi ty in as lilany as six province s. 

Tl10 Congrp.39 High conr:tana. l"'~acted on octo'.Jer 22 by asl~ing 

the Con~re8s rniniR~rleg ~o l-'osiGll office. 
~ 

Tho Vicoroy 1n"fTitcd the Cong~:'oss and Le&t~ue Pregidents EJ1d 

Gandhi to p" consultation on November 1. On No~!emberJ 2, tlle ~lice-

roy 't~~.,,()te to Gandhi, Jinnal1 and Re .. J9ndra PrEtrJad deta,111nG tIle 

schnmg lle h~.d cliscuasnd' tho pl'evlouB ds.y. T!1e Vicepoy 1 8 letter 

• put the Congross a.nd tIle Loat;ue on the sat!!C foo~ing - the object 

for which Jinnah had been fiGhting alnce 1937. 

I 

• 

1. Ibid. Page '- 392. 
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... t· +· ... l t you ana. .1.8 0 ..,':l(~r 6en u omen pre scr.t 0 consider I as leaders of 

the Oor~gre ss, and tho l.fuqlim Lea.gue, wa.s that, g1ven the t"l1get 

imrJortance of onsu1r:g harconlou8 \:orkir...g at the Cen~~e. you el1oul.d 

()ntar upon dlscuseicne bett.,een youreel'769 wi ~h a ~11ew to discover-

ing W'j~trdfr you could. reac11 a 'basis of agreeI!lent between your-
• 

sel~Aa in the P~ov1nc1al field, consequent on ~h1ch you could 

let me hAve ~Vt()poea.18 ~hlch \/o'Ul.d rosult in l"cprQqen-:a.ti~cs of 

your two ""~Lar.16a.lc:·~ns 1r.JL1ed1a";cly part1clpatin6" in tl10 C8n~;1~al 

I 
GovernL1ent as Iaallbers of .m~( l!;xccuti"'!e Couno11 u• ~11.e Viceroy llcld 

t;1B.t absoluto un1ty of v101-! on evel~:r dote.11 was not necessp. .. ry and 

thE.~ the p .. 11l"angeLltlnt proposod was to bo an ac!-11Oc one U{or the 

period of tho warll. Othnrt b'l"o1lpa also could "00 repl"eaontod on 

tn. .. Vluoroy' 8 
~ 

Exccut~"te COUT' .. c11 ,f'~ti:l c':'lDSul tatlon \oi1"-tl1e Congre sa 
1\ 

and LoaGue and ~~1 I:1oI:lxrs of tho Execut1ve C0W1c11 would "00 of 

to futuro cnn~titut1onp.l arrangoments after thp terminA.t1on of 

}-I..o st1l i tie 9. 

c::!SA.bu I~A.jent:rs. Pl"llaac., t!1.e ConGress Pr8sid8n~ replied that 

W11ess the Govt. olarified the WRl' aiIJe, tho subsltllary proposals 

could not be oon."1dorod. ':00 COnf,;l'ess, he maintained cou.1d. not 

a!,preciate tithe eOLlIJlr.EU. qu'stion be.lJl{; dra~b6d .tn. ill th1s cor~

~ 
noot1on. " 

51nC'e the wl101e Achece \.:as env1SBt;eU on A poeqlb~.e ,~ongreAs-

Loaguc OO-Optll'llt1on, 1-: tell througlle Jlnnah accordlngly 1nformod 
~ 

the V1c8roy po-

ItlI "0..1: to lni"ortl YIlU t!lRt I wld8retood that the ~one;ress 

LtlAdgrs and cystill! were to consluer the proposals of YOUl' t;xeellen

oy. In coneoquenc, a I met the leat!ers of t~e Con~ess and I ¥r .. s 

1 ~ snl:r ill. :·t. H. - ~!OhA~1\41 
~. Ibld. P~e - 077. 
3. :to\!'. Pl\gtI - 678. 

Ali Jinna.l} .. A Polit1cal s~udy page-674-
175. 
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informed by them finally t~'lt they l12.d COlne to the conclusion 

referred to in your lotter of the 2nd instant, relatinG to the 

Pro\"inc lal field or B~t the Con't;l"'s, lUltil the Bri ti all GovernL1en t 

had complied. l/i th the ir delnand as enbod1ed in the re solution of 

the All IncliE', ~oncrA 88 Corruni ttee hence thp. 9A two que s·t;ion 9 ,'ty-cre 

not fUI'thor discussed. II 

Th{~ gongTf}SS appreciated the Hinc1u-l"ll1sl1m' un1 ty ~vas nece s

eary for !lour for'tllTftrd mol1o to\-I8.rds our goal of self Go~!Pl"nrnent II 

Jbu.t WR~ l"elucts,nt to meet tho LeaCue :Cor the ptU1>0SA. 1rnstead 
. 

they held. - "i t 1s a q.gential tl1at Congress - mindecl Rnd truly 

nationalist l~us8a1man9 of Hlndustan hPu~re got to become vocal II I 

Jinnah described this l?#ttitudo of tIle Congress as refusal to gr~sp 

the hand of f111endship. 
• 

T11e Con~,"ess, 1t seems had not learnt anything fr0111 the de

velopmonts in the country since pandit Ne11ru hact declal'1ccl in 

1937 that there 'were only t111TO partie 8 in India. Gandhi repeated. 

the 8aIi1tl 'vOPelS w~en spea.1{1ng to a fore ign cerre spondent in 1939. 

He said. tlla.t tllere 'tvas only one paJ.'ty in Indif'. 1A!11ich could c1011-

ver thn goods and tllat 'tvas tIle Congress. On bcil1e; told tl:at there 

l'lS.S the l~u~liIn Lea:-~ue he refused to a.coopt tIle fact of any othel'l 

party. on being pointed out that one party r:;ovcrnncnt llOuld be 

fascist and not democratic, Ga.nd11i replied :-'UDamn it by what6vel'" 

name you :l~V J tllore can be only one party in India, and that is 

~ 
the Congro~8. 11 

Nt) :K!X~.ppl"Oftchment 'tvRS possible in the circumatanceq - Wl1Gn 

the Congro89 refusod to face facta howevp.r lU1p~le_tabla the fHQjts 

1 .• A lcttol" froD tIle BillA.!' provincial Congress Conunittee issued 
from the sadaqat Ashram, addressed to the President of tIle 
District Congre as Co[nn1 ttee, Gaya, 'tV'hich lias publishod in the 
star of India on the 4th DeCCIUbfJr 1G39. Quoted in Jinneh's s: 
stattiLlcnt. Speocl1ca and \irit1ngs of Jinnah by Ahmad.Paec-1Q4 

~. Gandhi in an 1nterv1o'tl with tIlo rf~prosvntatlvo of tIle HNel'lS 

Ohronlolo u• Spcecllos and w~"itlng8 of J1nna11 by A,l'1.Ii1ad.Page-105,. 
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wers. tJlnnah clah1ed to reP:~esent the majority of tho Indian 
, ~~~- I 

l>1usllrHS and noboc3..y could claf.tn to r(1prasent 100_ of any people.-
I .. 

As the Congress r~fu8ed to endorse J1nnal1. 1 8 cla.ira he al so refused 
\ . 

to bo a party to the Joint de~ands fOl~ulated·by tho Congress. 

Tlle Congre 8 a - League agreement, J 1nnah I!lRlntEl.ined, 't"las a nece 8si

ty before an~r joint dernand is nado to the Government. 

The Congress rninistries resignod uno.€l'" diroctions of their 
• 

Higl1 cOI!llnand. T11c League Pl"'ssident aV8.11ed this OlJportlm1ty to 

issue an apl)cal on Decemoer 2, asking tlle Ijrua9~J.ra8.n8 8~11 over 

India to observe December 22, a~s nNe.Ja.t Da.ytl (Day of deliverance). 

, ExplR.in1ng the reasons Jinnah summarised thE~ dovelopments in the 

Congress-go\rerned Provinces in ~o fe.l~ as' the League regarded them 

as dire ctod altainst t110 l1uslims. -
• 

'l"11e draft resolution of the l·!usl1m Le8.gue for the clay was 

also circulated for ac1.option by different r!lcet1ngs t:lat were to 

c 
be organised throue;hout tIle COuntI'Y:--- Tll0 meetin~8 in their rsao-

lutions were to endorse the League clallJ to deny the reprosenta-

tive ohe.ractep of the Congross r~ga.r(11ng the l,iuslitls and. othe11 

minorities; they ~vere to 11e.t1fy tIle charges of dellber~to suppres-
, 

sian of tIle elemon~ary rlg11ts of t110 ly!us88.1r.ne.ns, econolaic, poli-

tical ancl C 111turaJ.. TIley w'ere further to express satisfaction at 

thEa tnpmination of the Congrnss Governlnents anrl urge Upon t110 

governors of the Provinces ruled under scction 93 of thr. Govern

ment of In(lia Act" to redrcss u the lvrongs done to the 1~u811Ins. 

T110 "NAJa t Day U 'vas 0 bS01'1,\Tod by tIle Leaguer 8 '\'v"i th Breat suc

cess. IJlany nQn-Congro88 non-l-1uslms 8.1so Joined tIle observance. 3 

~A8 J1nnall QA))l~.inod tllo presence of the Scheduled Casto, parsis, 

1. Jlnna111 s Pross gtatcIDPnt in reply to Sir HUl5h 0 Neil. 
Sheeches and 'tVl"ltings of Jinnah by Almad. PaGe - 110. 

2. J1nnah l 9 appeal for tlle obst:pvance of Ifl~ajat Day II 
issuod frOD Bnraba.y, on 2nf~_ December 1939. 9p&CChOR & 
wri tines of Jinnal1 by Alllll8.d. Pags - 95-97. 

3. Jlnnnhl A letter to Gandhi, JRnuary 1, 1940. 8pOGch~8 and 
writ1nGs of J1nnall by A}1l11ad. Page - 120. 
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COlllr.lOn 1ntere at l.m~.y lOfld 1~u31ims and minol}i ties to combine. 

!.:~ 

"In l1.is letter in re}Jly to Gandhi' A lotter of the 16th Dccem'bo11 • 

Jinna!1 fUl'1tl101''' r:1f3ntioned - "I have no illuBions in tIle matter, 

B,nd let me say again tl1.at India is no \.i a n8,tlon nOl"l R cOUl1~ry. , 
• 

It iA RSub-contlnont compo sed of n2 tlf)ne,lltio s, Hinv..us ~11d 1·1'lQ

I 
1 ID~ be ing' tl1£: t11l0 ~p.j"r natlnnsll. To Gnnc1I'J.!' 9 con~cnt~()n th.at 

religion c0111c'- not be fl, m~.in fp,ctor in (let eraminine; ~, n8.t1nn, 

~ Jlnnah rep2.ied by quoting Ganc"!.hi lv-he ''-'llE.c1 .. se.id ee.~lier- l1t:1.e 

t:1ing thP.4t lead.s us to G.o w11at "1:'0 do II, was "p urely religious II 
v

l~:hether tho object Was pollgiol1e or social or political. 

T~1.0 bl"sach lvi th tl10 Congre as was flnEl.1. J.~ conunon Indian 

nHtlonnood was no longn~" a possibillt~r. The luI India lluslinl 
w-

League, hAil p~fter this, nn R.lterna.~ive to e~9k for a homeland .. 

for of t11~ l~uqlirJ nation of India • 

1. Ib1cl. 

2,. Ibid -

-

• 

nn'·/'O -~ D 121. 
• 

• 

I\. 

_. I 
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C:lAPTER IX 

The o'r7 for a hOmeland. I ~1o . 

, 
The observance 01' the "NaJat nayll throughout the ootmtry ~mply 

demon strated that thA Congl"e S8 stood. oondemned by tho overwhelm

ing majority of the vooal. section of tho Indian Muslims and other 

minority oommun1ties. The Congress Raj, they held, was in taot, 

Hindu Raj - a oaste Hindu Raj. 

8t 
The Congress demand in the o1rcumstances for immediate inde-

pendenoe and constitution of a oonstituent Assembly to frame the 
• 
futuro cansti tut10n of India was oo'tUld to react adversely on the 

Muslim League.The League viewed the demand as a 'meana to 'extend 
,t 

• 

the Congress or oaste Hindu Raj from 8 Provinoes to the whole of 

India, state s and provinoee~' 1 

The Congress in defiance of the twishee of Gandhi had demand-
2-

ed immediate transfel" of pO"Aer to India. In order to force the 

British Government the Congress ministries we~e aa~ed to resign. 

The t1me and occasion was well ohosen as the British Government 

was in need of Indian Co-ope~at1on in war effor~e. The Congress 

had'resorted to pressure taot1os, but much of its effect was mi

nimised by the League observance of the Najat day. Frustrated 

the Congrese branded the League as an obstacle on the way of In .. 

dials independenoe. Whatever the League point of view was, the 
"-

Congress oharges made,., good and effeotive propoganda against the 

League. Gandhi revised himself and by Deoember 1939, he was pro

pogating for the Congress demand of the jmmediate formation ot 

a oonstituent Assombly. In press lntel~iews to foreign Journalists 

he maintained that 3the Congttess was the sole mouthpiece of India 

and it was only the Congress that oould deliver the goods. 

1. Ahmad. J.- Speeohes· and writings ot J1nnah. Page - 117 
2. Supra - page - 2~~ 

3. Ahmad. J. - epeec"hes and writings of J1nnah. paSe ... Id!:J-
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Gandhi's pleadings for a Constituent Assembly had roused 

Jinnah l s fears 8.9 Gandhi ad~sed Br1 ta1n as •• a 'f'x friend of 
1 

Britain". Jlnnah came out to co,mter the propaganda of Gandhi 

~ld the Congress. The Congress did not detail the scheme for a 
k'L:r --; 

constl tuont Assembly nor did Gandhi. There was no 'WOrd as to how 
~ 

the m1norit1es woUld have the effect1ve guarantees of their rights 

and privileges. Whatever was said in Gandhi's schame for minority 

safeg1Ulr8. was on ultimate anaJ.ys1s found by J1nnah as 1neffeotive. 

, In tIlO oO'llrse of his pleadings against tile Congress - Gandhi 

demand for a Constituent Assembly fJlnnah again made it clear t~t 

the Muslims were not a m1nority in the sense the par11amentary 
• 

'" minor1ty 1n Groat Britain was~ 

Unq1l01 if1ed We stern demo cracy was, therefore, un 9u1 ted to 

Indian oonditions where the Hindus formed the permanent majority • 

• ) , 
In hii3 article pub11shed in the Time and Tide, London on 

Je..nuary 19, 1940, Jinnah argued. against the CongresB Case. The 

Consti tuent Assembly as propo sed by the Congress would mean per';' 

manent Hindu Raj o.ver t:b.e whole cO'lD'ltry as Inexperience has pro~ 

ved that, whatever tre economio and political prograliitrte of any po

lit1oal. party, the Hindu as a general rule, will vote for his oast~ 
. '2.. 

fellow and the Muslim :for his eo-religionist". The H1ndu Raj had 

already demonstra.ted 1ts character in tIlo Congress governod Provin. 
" 

ces. Denounolng the t1ming of the u Congress demand as a pol:Lti

cal blaoltmaU in Bri taln' s dlstre ss, Jlnnah sUJAmarised the League 

po1nts of view on the matter of constitutional advanoement of the 

country. The League he maintained, stood "for a free India ll but 

it was lr~evooably oPl~sed to any federal objeotive ensur1ng 

/. ~~. ~'Q - /rtJg 
~_. Ibid - page - /Ig ~. Ib1d. page .. /1.:3 
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l1a majority oommunity ruleR. The question of future constitution 

was to be reoons1d4red "in the light of the experienoe gained b,y 

the work1ng of the pro sent Provincial Constitution and developments 

taken pleco sinoe 1935." but no constitution hhat laoks approval 

of tho AU-India Muslim League would be aoceptble to the League 

or the Indian Muslims. J1nnah was still speaking of II a free India" 

in wh10h the Government was to be shared by both the Nations. 

The oonoept of a separate Musl1m nat1onaood was not new. Good 

or bad Ind1an soc1ety had always been divided. The division had 

various origins. but they obtained their rigidity from re11gions 

sanction. In the opinion of Karl Marx Indian Sooiety were divided 
1 

tlnot only ••••• between the l(oha nnnedan and Hindu, but between 

tribe and tribe. bet'tf'een oaste and caste, a society whose frame

~rk was based on a sort of equ1111brium resulting from a general 

repu1sion and. oonstitutionaJ. exclusiveness between all its members n• 

It 1 s true that there was an attempt to ewl ve an Indian na~ 

tionhood in the 19th oentury following tho development of a oon~ 

capt of a united India ao~tel~inous ldth Br1tish Indian possessions. 

But at the same time politioal eduoation imparted to the country 

was ]I detl·1mental to the evol ut ion of an Indian nationhood irro &. 

peot1ve not so muoll of oaste as of oreed. j India's politioal 

past was designated as periods of Hindu or Muslim rule. History 

thus taught po ssibly helped to fado out the tribal or racial dia-. 

tin~t1ons and rivalr1es of the past rulers of India; but emphaa1-

sed their religious denominations. 

The English who had ta.lten the task of educating the Indians 

had suooeflded in oreating an eduoated class. primarily Hindu 

who had begun looking Upon tho English as the liberators of India. 

obviouSly from the hated Mussalman foreigners. Islam,despite its 

1. Quoted in "Pakistan" by Mohammad Hablbullah ~ page - 1. 

, 
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claiming over a q1tarter of India's population always re ma1ned 

foreign 1n so far 1 t could not be oo-ordinated in the Hindu 
, 

re11g10R soolal pattern. Muslims even of pure Indian orlgin 

were so01ally outcastes .;. Yavanas or foreigners. 

Thus educated, Bank1m Ohandra, the author or Bondemataram 

could not but look upon the Muslims as hated foreigners who were 

to be dr1ven out or destroyed. Indian nation, to him was the H1n';" 

du nation irrespeot1ve of oaste or .. raoe. His Bandemataram was a 

bymn of hate and war 01'7 against tho Muslims. Yet BanJr-1rr Chandra 

-was the poet of Indian natlonal1s~ and his Bandemataram national 

slogan and song. Though independent India to day prides over the 

fact of Hindu partlo1patlon in the mutiny of 1857, the whole lree.:. 

pons1b1l1 ty then was laid at the door of the Mussalmans as a re.-

11g1ous grolll'). 

No wonder then that at the dawn of Muslim renaissanoe S1r 

Sayed Ahmad urged his followers:'11 The proposals of the (bngress 

are exoeedingly inexpedient for a country wh10h is 1nhab1~ 

ted by two d1fferent nations ••• Now sUppo se that all the Engllsh. t 

were to leave India •••••• then who would be rulers of India? Is 

it posslb1e that Wlder these oircumstances tl10 nations ~ the Me .. 

hpunmed->sns and Hindu';' oould sl t on the same throne and remain 

equal in power ~ MOst certainly not. It ls no ceSSal"'Y that one 

ot: them should oonquor the other and thrust lt down. To hope that 

both could rema1n equal 1s to desire the imposs1ble and the 1ncon .. 

cC1vable n: l'lhether the argwnent to retain Eng11sh rule in India 

then -wa.s valld or otherwiee the fact remained that the Mus11ms 

were led to belleve that they were a senarate nation. -
Hindu renaissanoe rejected the so~ca~led MuSlim period of 

Ind1an history as 1 ts past and went lEek to pre-Muslim India to 

draw its 1nsp1ration. Musl1m renaise8nce,l therefore, sought inspl .. 

1. Supra. Page -. 2-
2~ Quoted in the Making or Pakistan by Richard Symond.Fngo-31 • 

• 

---- - - ------- -- -- - - ----------- -- --- - -

Dhaka University Institutional Repository



• 

211 
- i -

ration fron the oaliphate. There was no common source to draw in~ 

p1ration for both. 

Insp1te of the fact that the Hindu or the Indian Mussalms.n 

drew inspiration from different sources the two gradually oaee • 

closer towards the seoond deoade of the current oentury. The rea-

son was quite simple - both found the Bri t1sh imper1alism a stumb

ling bldok on the1r ways. They Co-operated in undoing the Brit1*h 

Raj whioh became their pr1ncipal objective. Individual 1dealA 

whether Ram RaJJla or Hukmat-e-Ilahi were not immediate 'Dolnts at 
• 

issue. The Hindu l-!usl1m Co-Operation during the KhUafat days 

or the ear11er Luoknow Pact nevel' compromised ind1v1d11s' indi"'Ji 1 

£lIp1 1dentities though there was co-operation against the Bri

tish Government in Ind1s.. Wi th tIle end of Bri t1 sh Raj in view';' 

obJectlvee beyond loomed large on the horizon and the confliot 
... 

ensued. Under the Br1 t1 sh Raj Hindus and Muslims were two OOmtll1.l.-

n1ties fornl1ng an Wl1ted national front to put an end to the fore1-

~ gn domination. In India free from Brit1sh Raj there could be 

in the context of Indie"n tradit10n built up during centuries of 

the past a rule of the maJority commun1 ty - in other word. the 

Hindu Raj. Ind1a could not develop a. secular attitude in its so

cial interrelations and therefore there coUld not be any seculari-

Ble in po11 t1cs ... 1 ts principal phenomenon. As stated already the 

religious division of the Ind1an population was acm1tted when a 

common front was made against the British Govt. 10 deny that di ... 

vision in tre sharing of po~rer Was bo1.md to create .suspioion. 

It was undoubted that tthe Oongress follollel"s welle mostly Hindus) 

1. The Con~ess working Comm1ttee admitted th1e.fact in its reeo~ 
lut10n of 25th Ii July 1938. The resolution is quoted in Mohammad 
Ali Jinnah. A Political Study by M.H. Saiy1d. Page -610. 

, 
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Its ola1m in the circumstances to represent India to the 

excl us10n of the League that claimed to represent the Mueea'mans 

of India was naturally interpreted as a Hindu game to obliterate 

the very existenco of the Mussalmans in Ind1a. The louder the 
• 

Oongress shouted in the name of Indian nat1onalism, the mre the 

Muslims became oonvinced of the Congress intent10n to in1pOse Hin';' 

du nationalism. To counter the virtl1sJ. Hindu nationallem of the 

Congre ss the Leltgue had to rov1 ve the .cry of l-tuel1m na t10nali sm. 

The talk of transfer ot power 1n Indian hands and the const1 .. 

. tut1on of a constituent Assembly for fra m1ng new const1tut1on for 

the country brought the clash to its highest pitoh. Jinnah wanted 

the constitution to be so framed where in ~rov1sion for a Jo1nt 

government by the two nations should be made. 

On II February 25,1940 while address1ng the League CouncU 

J1nnah made 1 t clear .. ~ "lie will not let e1 ther the Bri t1sh or 

Mr. Gandhi to rule the MussalmanslvlSubsequent developments in 

the Lea,gue poli tics were quick to foUoltr. If the League did not 

env1sage the Brit1sh rule or the rule of the majority community 

of which Gandhi '\-TaS the leader .;. as acceptable to the Mussalmans

the tmeJq)ro9sed intent10n was to have a Muslim rule as well. To 

think of the Muslim m1nority ruling over Hindu majority in India 

was s1mply an absurdity. Musl1m demand to enjoy absolute power 

1n Muslim majority areas of the Indian sub-cont1rent was a natural 

outcome in the oircumstances. When the Musl:im.e had been again 

made to think in teI~s of a separate nation- the ory for a national 

homeland was inev1table. The cry came in lese than a month's time. 

The Annual session of the League that met in Lahore on March 22, 

adopted a resolution on the following day ask1ng for Musl.1m home':' 

land in the Indian Bub-cont1nent. 

1. Ahmad. J. - Speeches and wr1ttngs of J1nnah .. page 132 • 

• 

.... • 
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The cry for a Muslim homeland was not new. ~The 1dea was 

oonce1vod by the OhNlip1on of Pan~Is1arc1sm. Jame,luddln Afghani 
~ 

(1836-97) Who dr08ll1t of 811 united Muslim state-oompris1ng also * 
the Muslim North-West India! Eal'ly 1n this oenturyetho As1ls1la.-

1-Jam1a" movement of Syed Jall1 Ahmed senus1 which had reo**ved 
ten 

the patronage of ~ Kamal Ata~urk oonoeived of tX •• /Muslim r~ 

publios of which three. the Repub11ca of Hydl'1a (Hyderabad.n.N.) 

Mohsmmadla (Bengal), and 181am1stan (North-West India) belonged 

to Ind1a~The 1dea appears to have been vo1ced for the first tlme 

in India by Khan Saheb Sardar Mohallimad Gulkhan, Pres1(lent of the 

AnJuman-e-Ielam1a Dera Ismail Khan, 1n h1s ev1d_enoe to the North 

West Front1er Comm1 ttee 1n 1923: II liThe Hindu-Muslim lUl1ty w1ll 

never become a fact 1t will never become a fait accompli "obser-

ved Sardar Gulkhan in reply to a quest10n put to him by one of 

the membere of the COMmittee. He said 411we l~uld very much rather 

see the separation of the Hindus and Mohammadans, 23 croroe of 

Hindus to the South and 8 crores 
c,. 

oi" Muslims to the North". Aocor-

i'.ing to hi m the Muslim homeland should stretch from Pe ehawal'l to 

Agra. 

Sardal" Gulkhan was not the only person thmk1ng 1n the :tIne, 

In 1924, It)ulana Moharmuad Ali, while speaking in the Bombay see-

~ s10n of the MuSlim League suggested that the frontier MuSlims 
d....s-

should have 

affiliat10n 

the r1ght to self detex'Ill1nation to cbo se between an 
~ 

,j~ 

wi th Ind1a or wi th Kabul. Ho env1saged an independent 

Muslim Zone from Conr.Jtant1nopole to Shahranpur. 

'&Moulana Hasrat Mohani drew up a geograph1caJ Boheme for Hill--
6 

du-Musl1m settlement. He was more practical and envisaged separate 

1. Hab1bullah. Md .... Pak1stan. page - 97 
2. Ib1d. 
3. Ambedkar., B.R.- Thoughts on Pak1stan. Page - 333 
4. Ibid. 
5. Ib1d. page - 330 
6. Lateef. S.A.. -The Great leader Page - 121. 

• 
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homelands fOl" Muslims and H1ndus 1n the subcont1nent, Jo1ned 

under a national Federal Government. In thi s Moulana Mo~l melle 

a doparture from Sardar Gulkhan and Moulana lvbhannnad All WOO. ur~l 

ged for non~Indian affiliation for the proposed MuSlim state. 

:f: 
Moulana Mohani's soheme evoked welcome response trom Lala 

I 
LaJpat Ra1 in 1925. tUnless the Muslims were go1ng to give up 

their separate ent1ty by giv1ng up separate eleotorate, Ind1a 

should acoording to him be divided into Hindu states and Mus11m 
.. 

states. The Muslims would ob1iain four state s: Sind.. the PWlJab, 
• • 

-H. \1.F.P. and East Bengal..2...Tbe Lela had no oomment on the Mohan1 

Soheme for a national Federation. Lalaji was not afraid of seven 
their 

crores Indian Muslims, but the possibU1ty of n M M/Jo1nlng("tr.e 

armed hosts of Afghanistan, Central. Asia, Arabia, Mesopotamia 

and TurkeyUwas a serious propo s1 tion to be afraid. of. 

l~ext to preaoh for a national homeland. for the Mus11 mdW&s 

Dr. l«lhammad Iqbal. In h1s preeident1sJ address at the Allahabad 

session of the All-India Musl~ League in December 1930, Iqbal 
'6 said t "To base a oonstitution on the oonoeption of a homogeneous 

India or to apply to India the principles diotated by Br1t1sh de~ 
'3 

mooratio sentiments i8 Wlwittingly to prepare her for a Civil War", 

He tr1ed to Jostify the oreat1on of a "Muslim India within India". 

He wanted to see the Punjab, the N.W.F.P. Sind and Baluohistan 

amalgamated into a s1ngle Muel1lD state Within or qutslde the Bri

tish emp1re, Iqbal's conoel~ was North Weet India. It 1s signifi

cant that h1;e Bahame did not 1nolude the Muslim homeland of East 

Ben~ thDugh.X.sJa LaJpat Ral spoke of its poss1bU1ty five 

years earlier. 

1. Eb1d. 
2. Ibid - page .. 122. 
3. 9&1yid. M.H. - Mohammad Ali Jinnah .;. A polit1cal 

For the full text of the Presidential address of 
AppendiX IV. 

. 
study. Page-179. 
Dr. Iqbal see 
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Iqbal evoked no response trom the Mua11ms 1n Ind1a. &'"po&

albly he had d1ecu~8ed the possib11ity with the British state8-

man aJ.so when he attended the Round Table Conference as a Ku911rr 

repreB~ntative from India but there was no response from them 
1 

e1ther. Britain was not yet th1nking .in tel'we of quitting India 

and a divided India would have been 1.D1thinkable to her. His 

v1si t to Eng1and however helped Iqbal to influence a group of 

YOtmg Muslim students who gave a rousing recept10n to the poet. 

Though direot ev1dence 1s lacking to connect Iqbal with tho or1-

g1nators of tho. "Pakistan scheme", the identity of their l1ne 

of th1nking make 1 t ',JlxXx aeply olear that Choudhury Ra.hme.t 

Ali and h1s friends were d1rectly infillenced by !qbal' £; 21deas. 

1. Dr. B.R. AJIlbec1 k ar 1n h1s Thoughts of Pakistan, page 33'7,ment1ons 
that the scheme for Partition1ng Ind.1~ "was pr1vately discus.. . 
Bed w1th the Brit1sh autilOr1t1es who were not in favour ot 1t. 
"But he does not say who d1scussed it. However, again, in 
page 336, Ambedkal~ writes "If oPPQsit1on to one oommon central 

Govt. be taken as a principal feature of the soheme of pakistan 
then tho only member of the R.T.C. who may be sald to have 
supported it without mentioning it by nnme was Sir Mohammad 
Iqbal who exprc Bsed the v1ew that t11ere should be no Central. 
Govt. for India and that provinoes should be autonomous and 
independent dominions in direct relation to the secretary of 
state in London n• 

2. (A) 

(E) 

coatma,n 1s supposed by Mehta and Patwardhan and also by 
1'1.0. SIn1 th to have visual1sed tlle 1dea.This seems Wlwar
ranted. Coatman who happened to be the oomp1ler of the 
Govt. Roport in India, it 1s true v1sua11sed the poss1b1-
11 ty of North We at India breaking away to fOl'L1 a "Pol'rel"ful 
MOhammedan State ••••• with 1ts eyes def1n1tely turned 
away ••••• towards the 1~e8t of the Musl1m 'trorld". By then 
the idea wa~ already voioed by many lead1ng Muslims and 
at leAst one lead1ng H1ndu of the time. 

1s 
That Iqbal was very ser10us about the soheme/amply clear 
from his repeated let tors to Jinnah 1n 193? (The letters 
have been publislled by Adwar pub11cat1on, Lahore) AS 
Thompson suggests the 1dA was not h1s own (En11st Ind1a 
for troedom pp.58). It was already vo1ced by others mostly 
non-Leaguer a. 
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In January 1933 when th~ Joint Parliamentary Committee 

were oarrying on it e 'WOrk of examining wi tne sse s a ~p8mph1.et 

was published 'mder the joint autmrsh1p of Choudhury Rahmat 

Ali. Sheikh Mohammad sadlq and MoharlOnad Aelam Xhen, protesting 

against the federal scheme for the Indian administration that 

was being framecl. The authors of the pamphlet claimed to speak 

for ~nthirty million Muslim brethren who live in pakistan - by 

which we mean the five NortheI'l1 W1ite of India viz •• the Punjab, 
~. ~ 

N.W.F.P. (Afghan provlnce)XashQir, Sind and BaluQhistan". 

The self imposed leadership for the Musl1ms of so-caJ.led 

"Pak1stan" Was repudiated by the accredited I-tuslim representa-

tives of India in England. #They dubbed the scheme of a sepa

rate Muslim homeland called Pakistan as lIa students' 9cheme"~ 

and considered it as chimericaJ. and 1mpractlcableU• J 

The reactions in Hindu and English Circles in England was 

" equally unfavoure.ble. The Dutches of Athol l·I.lP. found in the 

scheme a -danger to India froe the Muslims living the entire 

area upto the ~diterraneanr:he was more afraid of 'Afghan 

invasion with soviet support", Professor Gulshan Rai writing 

in the Tr1bWle on Ootober 12, 1935 found in the scheme a ·danger 

ndt only to the Hindus and Sikhs but also to the British Govern

ment" The Times of London as late as 1935 did not find anyth1ng 

in the d1fference of the Hindus and Muslims except lithe supers

tl tlon It w}lich 1 t hopoQ. Ip "will die out and India wUl be moulded 
t 

into a single nation". 

1. Gauba •• K.l,. - Consequences of Paltlstan. Pate 36. 
2. Quoted in Indian Politics (1936-48) by coapl:and .Page-199. 
3. Gauba. K.L. - Consequences of Pakistan'~ page - 45. 
4. Gauba.,K.L. - Consequences of Pakistan. pages 42-4~. 
5. Ibid. pages - 41-42. 
6. Quoted by Jinnah in his presidential address del1vered at 

II the Lahore session (1940) of the League. Speeches and 
writings of J1nnah by Ahmed - Page - 151. 
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Despite the cold receptions to their soheme tho young en

thusiasts headed by Choudhury Rahmat Ali oarried on thoir vi

gorous propaganda from the lplatfolm of what they called "the 

Pakistan National Movement" in EnglanCl~l?ropoeed separation ot 
• 

BurJlma under the Government of India Aot of 1935 gave them an 

addi t1onaJ. argwnent for a separate Pakistan: 2J1nnah callod them 

"irresponsible" and charaoterised their soheme as "cra~y" and 
~ 

retal1ated by denouncing Jinnah and the Muslim League. 

As already discussed J1nnah was being constantly urged 

by 1J1qbal to th1nl): out the po ssibUl ty ot a separate Muslim 
3 

homeland, but Jinnah was adamant • 
• 

Not only tlle peet Iqbal and the lIirresponsible" students 

of the Uhiversity of Cambridge werft serious advocates for se-

parate Muslim homeland. In India too gradually new voioes of 

the sarne linn were being raised. 

By 1938-1939 there were four principal sohemes for Muslili 

homeland in Dldla besides the Pakistan scheme of Choudhury 

Rahmat Ali. 

Of the fom' schemes three were ma,lnly political in cha

racter, the Latif Bcheme Was oultural in emphasis. 

They were in brief : 

A. 6i.The "Confederacy of Indian l,techerae by I a PW1jabl' of 

whioh Nawab of Mamdot was the author proposed five fed~rations 

for India of which two were to be MUslims. (a) The Indus Valley 

Federation was to oomprise 8·~ Muslim popula.tion. The area to 

. be included were the Punjab (exoluding Ambala division, KangrEt 

,L.str1ct. ~ao and Garshankar Tahah1ls of the lJoshlarpur dis

.r1ot) Sind, N .. ll.F.P., BaJ.uch1stan, Kashmir-Jammu, BahawalpUf, 

1. Gauba., K.L. - Consequenoes of P8kiatan. Page-49. 
2. Ibid. Page-47. 3. Supra - Page -

\ 4. Khs.n~ MU\21bor Rahms.n - Pak1stan. Pages 85-86. 

• 
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A~b, Dir, swat, Chitrat, Kha1rpur, Kalat, Lasbela, Kal·purta

la and MaltJrkotla. (b) The other Musl1m area was to be the 

Bengal Federation inol ud~ ng East Bengal, Goalpara and sylhet 

districts of Assam and T1ppera state ensuring 66% of the po

pulation to be Muslims • 

B. ~. The ~Ju1garh Soheme'" of Syed Jafarul Hasan and Afzal 

• 

Husain ~1 proposed partition of India 1nto six independent 

states. Two of them pakistan in the North West and Bengal 1n 

w-the East (excepting Howrah and Midnaporea't, includ1ng Pu.t-nla 

district of Bihar and Sylhet district of Assam)were to contain 
• 

a larger area than of the Msmdot Scheme with SO% and 57% of 

Muw[lm populat1on respectively. Another feature of this xX 

soheme was the const1tutlon of Hindu states in such a manner 

as would ensure a Muslim population of 7% in one 9% ln the 

second 2710 in the thlrd and 28~ in the fourth. I 

c. -The s,knndar Hayat Khan soheme envisaged seven Wllts. '2.. 

It was better known as the "Regional Federation sohema". The 

emphasis on this soheme was on regional national1sm than on 

either Hindu or Muslim nationalism. Slr 8,kandar, lt might be 

recalled malnta1n$a precarious double sale in his polities. 

He was n Musl1m Leaguer and at the same time -his polit1oaJ. 

3 future in the punjab was dependent on Hindu sUpport. The re-

glonal federal uni t s propo sed were : 

(1) Assam and Bengal (exoluding t'fO or three distrlcts 
of Bengal), Indian state s ln Bengal & S1klm 

(11) U.P., and its states 

(111) Bihar and Or1ssa (ino11wlng the separated districts 
from Bengal) 

(1V) Madras, Trlvanoore and Kurga 1ncluding the states ln 
Madra.s 

1. Ib1d .. page - 8S. 2. M: Ibid .. page - 8'S 
3. Gauba., K.L. - Oonsequenoes of Pakistan - pnge - 90. 
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(v) Bombay, Hayderabad inoludlng Wast Indian states, 
states ln Bombay, My90re and c.P. states. 

(vi) In<U.an States in Rajputana (ex~lud1ng Blkanlr and 
Jasa1m1r) Goalior, Central Ind1an states, states of 
B1har and Orissa & Berar and C.P. · . . 

(vii) Tho Punjab, S1nd, N.W.F.Pe, Kashm1r, punjab states, 
Baluoh1stan, Bikan1r and Jasalm1r. 

~ 
Dr. Latif envisaged 15 oultural zonas in India - four ot 
them Musl1ms.L The Mual1m Zono s were acoord1ng to him : 

(1) ThA North West bloak ~ Sind, Baluohlstan, the punjab, 
N.W.F.P., Xha1rplll'l and Bahawalpur 

(11) The North East blook - East Bengal and Assam • 

(111) Delhi-Luoknow blQok - From tho Eastern boarder of 
Pat1ala upto Luoknow oomprising Rampur, Agra, Delh1, 
Kanpur & Luoknow. 

(tv) The Deodan block - Hayderabad anel Berar. It will ~e 
a oorridor trom Kudappa, Chitore, North Arcot and 
Chingolput upto the sea. 

, These oultural blooks oould develop into polit1oal un1ts 

of·Q Oonfederaoy. Exohange of populat1on with a view to deve-

lop oulturally homogeneous W11t s was a feature of the soheme. 

Jlnnah d1d not attaoh muoh importance to anyone of these 

schemes and he publioly denied any responsib1l1ty of the Mu~ 

11m League regarding the Sttkandar Hayat Khan soheme also, 

though Sir sekand~r was a strong pillar of the organ1sation. 

In a statement to the Manohestar Guardian late in 1939 he 

said .. 

~"We have appolnted a au~Oomm1ttee to eCkmlne the whole 
question thoroughly and when this sub-committee has 
made it s report 1 t will be exam1ned b7 the Working 
Committee of the League 1n order to take suoh step;s 
a_ it may think proper. Uhtil that stage has been 
reaohed, tho Ku~1m League feel s ln no way bound by 
any soheme or proposaJ.s, that are propotmded by 
var10us people". 2-

Though the League wo rking 00111101 ttee d1 soussod the propo

sal s at a meeting ln September ~39, Jlnnah was unable, 1 t 

seems to reoonoile himselt to tho idea until it beoame the 

1. Khan, Mujibor Rahman ~ Pakistan. Page - 87-88. 
2. Ahmad. J till Speeohos & writlngs of J1nnah. Page 88-8'9 • 

• 
• 
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only alternative Buggested by facts of oiroumstanoes. «9nly 

on January 19, 1940 Jinnah was Speaking of Iia free Indian. 

The leader became a convert to the idea of a separate 
• 

homeland by Maroh 23, 1940. Jlnnah in his presidential. address 

delivered at the Lahore session of the League gave a lot of 

I!i self expla1ning before he reoommended the acceptanco of the 

I, rosolution for separate homeland by dividing India into 
If 

• 
II 

autonomous not1onal state·s ll •. 

• ULadiee and gentlemen ll , said he tlwe never thought that 
the Oongre ss High Commp-lld would have aoted in the manner 
1n whioh they actllally did in the Congrass-gpverned 
proVinoes. I never dreamt that they would ever come down 
so low as that. I never could believe that there would 
be a gentlemen's agreement between the Congress and 
the Brlt1shers to SUCll an extent that although we IE 

I I cr*ed hoarse, week in and out, the Governors were su
pine tmd the Governor';'GeneraJ. was helpless 'l • 1 

I 

I I 

A s if it was a mistake not to foro see the develop-

menta as theY' aotually took shade. Had not eLala LaJpat Ha1 

in a letter to C.R. Das maintained that Hindu-Musl1m un1ty 
fl-

was 1Ineither po ssible nor practicable". Had not the Lala. said 

"although we OM unite against the British we cannot do so to 

rule Hindustan on Br1tish 11.'1. 've cannot do eo to rule H1n-

dustan on democrat1c lines." And LalaJl wag a gres.t Hindu 
.,I 

leader. If the nationalists l1ving in India are ~o divergent 

despite a thousand years of olose contaot ~tllt was inooncei

vable tha.t lithe fiat or writ of a government" could "ever com-

mand a willing and loyal obedience throughout the sub-oont1 .. 

nent bY' va.rioue nationalit1es except by means ot armed torce 
3 , 

behind 1tu• Jlnnah nB.rra.ted the Hindu-Muslim differenoe as 

1. Ibid. Page - 141. 

3. Ib1d. Page - 152. 

2. Ahmad. J. - Speeches & Wrltinga 
of ~lnnah. page .. 150. 
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.. ~ .. 
Innat re1igious in the strict sense ot the word" but udlfferent 

· n and distrtct social orders. Tho whole reason of tr~ failure of 

the British systen in India was that "you cannot got away fro~ 

be1ng a Hindu if you are a Hindu". Gandh1 had said, Jlnnah re-, 

minded hie followers. ~dTO me Hindus, MUBitms, pnr.is, HsrlJans, 

are all alike ... I oan not be frivolous wh1le I talk of Quid-e .. 

Azam Jlnnah. He 1s my brother. It Jinnall replied t'The only dlffe .. 

rAnee is this, that brother Gandhi has three votes and I have 
f)...-

1: only one votew ll • 

1 Conclud1ng his Pres1dent1al add.ross J1nnah affirmed -elll.iuSM 

salmans are n nations acoording to any definit10n of a nation, 

and they must have their homelands, thoir terrlUory and their 

state. We wish to live 1n peaoe and hal'mony with our neigilbours 
3 

as a free and independent people tl. Separate homelands tor Hin-

dUB and Muslims was the only solution of tho Indian Problel1l un-

less a civil war was to follow Br1tish withdrawnl from India. 

I14"There is no reason why these states should be antagonistio 

to eaoh othor. On the otherhand the rivalry and the natural de--

s1re and efforts on the part of one to dom1nate the social or

aer and establish pol1tical supremacy over the other in the 

Government ot the oountry will d1sappear ••••• Th1s will lead 

fUl .. ther to a fr1endl.y settlement a" the mollC easily with regard 
tlA .... r 

to minorities by reo1pl"Ocal arrangement s a adjustments between 

Muslim India and H1ndu India which will far more adequately and 

effectively s~egunrd the r1ghts and interests of Musllcs and 
..d 

X var10us other minorities". I 

Tho opon sess10n of the League on Maroh 23. 1940 adopted 

Wlanimoualy a l'eeolutlon moved by Mr. A.X. Fazlul HUll, then 

prem1er ot Bongal, 

~NThat it 1s the considered view of th1s session of the 

A11 - India Muol1m League that no oonetltut1onal plan would be 

1.IBID - Page - 153 2. Ibid. page - 144-145. 3. Ib1d.Page-155. 
4. Ib1d - Page - 15~153. 

Ia~e. • 
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workable in this oOWltry or acceptable to Muslims Wlless it , 

is designed on the folloWing basio principle, namely, that 

geographioally oontiguous un1ts are demarcated into reglons 
• 

whioh should be 90 oonstituted, with suoh territor1al readJust-

ments m-¥ may be necessary, that the areas in whioh the Mu~ 

11ms are numerically in a majority as in the North-Weetern 

and Eastern zones of India should be glaoupted to oonst1 tute 

'Independent states' in wh1ch the oonst1tuent units shaJl be 

autonomous and sovereign". 

• 

"That adoquate, effoct1·/u and mandatory safeguards should 
, 

be specifioally proVided in the constitution for minor1ties 1n 

these units and 1n these regions for the proteot1on of their 

re11gious, oultural, economio, political, adm1nistratlve and 

other rights and interests in oonsultation with them; and in 

other parte of Ind1a Where the Muealmans are 1n a minority 

adequate, effeotive and mandatory safegllards shall be spec1ally 

provided in the oonstitut1on for them and otheIsz't minorities 

for tho proteotion of tho1r re11gious, cultural, Doonou10, po~ 

l1tical, aamln1str~t1ve and other rights and interests 1n con-

sultation with them. 

It Thi a eess10n furthe r 8,uthor1 es the Wo rk1ng Committee to 

~o.me a scheme of oonst1tution 1n aooordance with these basic 

princ1ples, pro*lding for the assumption finally by the re&

poot1vo reglons of all powers such as defence, external affairs, 

oommunioations, oustoms and suoh other matters as may be neoes

cary.' 1 

The resolution of tIle League is sign1tioant beoause it is 

the beginning of a serious str1ving tor what mater1alised seven 

10aY 8 1 ater as pakistan. The League 1 t may be rooalled was r&. 

\-1~d by J1nnah 1n 1934 to fill tho want of an All -Ind1a plat~ 

form for the Muslims. It ended up in 1940 by a deolaratlon that 

thore vas no India. The ooncept of 

~ Qj'l .. If - N .JJ. '--MoI. ~ J.: ............. ..) 
India I~ 

G ~o -Cj '\.-

, 
111'-

, 
• 

• 
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~. is a pure intellectual and mental luxury in which IIJlnnah 

alleged I·some of the Hindu loaders have been 1ndulging 130 
I 

rcclO esslyU ~J1nnah oonven1ently, forgot that 1t was not only' 

the Hindus, but he himself was one of thop~. wb> enjoyed the 

mental luxury of oonoeiving of an India a •• 

Whatever may be the ohange in ~1nnah 1 t became abundantly 

olear that part1 t10n at India was the only solution of the 

oonst1tut1onal problem that was faoing Ind1a. The League was 

not ~he orig1nator ot the tdea .;. 1t was only a very late con';' 
. 

vert. Tho League I s oonvers10n to the idea made 1 t acre popu---

.\ lar. \-lhat was so long 1n the realm of mentaJ. exercise of a 

few indiViduals henceforth b003mo tmnat10naL demand of the 

~I II 

. , 

II 
, I 

I 

I 

.11 

/', 

I 

I I 
I, 

·1 [I 
,Iii , 

Indian Muslims. 

Hindus oalltJd the Lahore re sol ut10n a demani for~ak1 stan, 

2----
and the name appcallod to Musl1m IntU.a • 

1. salyld. },!.H. .;.. Mohammad Ali J1mlah .. A Pol! t1cal study 
Page ~ '101. 

2. Ib1d. • 

• 
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190'1 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1912 

1913 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

19m 
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APPENDIX-I 

Annual SessioM of the All-India Musl1m League. 

•• 
•• 

•• 
•• 

•• 
•• 
•• 
•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

Venue. 
• 

Karachi 

Amrltsar 

Delhi 

Nagpur 

Cal out ta 

Lucknov 

Boll bay 

LuolQ1ow 

Caloutta 

Delh1 

Bombay 

Nagpur 

Pres1dent • 
-

•• Sir AdarnJee Peerbboy 
• 

•• Sir Ali Imam 

•• Prinoe of Aroot 

•• Mr. sayed Nab1 ullah 

•• Nawab Sal1mullah 

•• Mia Mohammad Shaf1 

•• Mr. M~zharu1 Huq 

•• Mr. M.A. Jirmah 

•• KharaJa of Kabmudabad 
(The president-eleot 
Moulana MollA.mmad Ali 
oould not attend as he 
WIle 1nte!'lled Wlder the 
Defenoe of Ind1a Aot) 

•• Mr. A.X. Failul Huq 

•• Maharaja of Kahmudabad 

•• Dr. Ansari 

1920(Spec1al Session) Caloutta •• Mr. M.A. J1nnah 

1921 

1922 

•• 
•• 

Ahmedabad •• Mo\1lann Hasrat Mohan1 

Oal outta •• Mr. Bburgr1 . 

1923 (The session VAS Luoknow 
adjourned) 

•• Mr. M.A. J1nnah 

1924 

1924 

1925 

1900 

1927 

1928 

1929 

•• 
(Adjourned 
of 1923 ) 

•• 
•• 

( 

BombaJ' •• Sayed Raja Ali • 

SOss1on 
Lahore •• Mr. M.A. J1nnah 

AJ.1garh •• Sir Abdur Rahim l 
Calcutta •• Sir Abdul ,.,d1 r 

Caloutta •• Moul. v1 Mohammad Yakub 
(Jinnah Group) 

Lahore 
(Shat1 group) •• Sir Moh9cmad Shari 

Cal outta •• KahnraJa ot Kahmudabad 

oolh1 •• M. A. J1nnah 

(Contd. on page no. 2) 

, 

• 

• 
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YEAR 

1930 •• 

1931 •• 

1933 •• 

1936 •• 

193'7 •• 

1938 •• 

VENUE 

Allahabad 

New Delhi 

l New Delhi 
\ 
\Howrah 

Bombay 

Luoknow 

Patna 

1938 (Special session) Calcutta 

1940 •• Lahore 

• 

•• 

•• 

•• 
• • 
•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

225 

PRESIDEN'l' 

Dr. Mohammad, Iqbal 

Choudhury Mohammad 
Zafarullah Khan 

Hafiz Hodayet Husain 

Abdul Adz 

Sir wazlr Hasan 

Mr. M.A. Jlnnah 

Mr. M.A. J1nnah 

• • !-!r. M. AI. Jinnah 

•• Mr. M.A. Jlnnah. 

• 

• 

• 
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LUCX:UOW PACT ... 1916 

(The League-Congress Bcheme of Reforms adopted at tl~ 
Council sessione of the All India Muslim League and 
the Indian National Congress held on the 31st Decem
ber, 1916). 

1. PROVINCIAL LEGISLATIVE COUNC~S :_ 
* - • • 

1. Pro'!Tlnc1al Legls1at1~e Counoils shall consiat of four 

fifths eleoted and one-fifth nom1nated members. 

2. Their strength s118l1 be not le as tl'.an one hWldred and 

twenty-five members in the major provinces, and from fifty to 

seventy ... five in the M1nor Prov1noes. 

3. Tho members of COW'lc11s should be elected direotly by 

the people and on as broad a franchise as possible. 

4. Adequate provision should be made for the represento.

tio'n of important mlnor1~lea b~l 91ect1or.a and that the Mual1m 

should be represented thrOugll spacial electorates on the Pro-

7inola.1 Legislative Council. 

• punjab - One-hal f of elected Inc.llan members. 
I 

united Provinoes - 30 per cent • It 

Bengal -40 u " " " 
B1har .. 25 u u • • 
CBntral Provinoes- 15 n n n 

lwladras - 15 " u " •• 

Bo Cl bay .. One third " • 
pl~ovlded that Mohammcdltns should not pa.rt101peto in any of the 

eleot1onB to the Legistat1ve Council •• 

Prov1ded furtller that no Bl11, nor any clause thereof, nor 

R resolution 1ntroduced by a non-Qff1c1al member affeoting 

one or the other oommunity, which questIon 19 to be detercin

eti by tho members of that o omtl1.m 1 ty 1n the Logialat1 ve Coun-
• 

011 ooncf~rnod, shall bo prooeeded with, if throe-fourth ot 

• 

~ 
.1 
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the members of that community in the particula~ Council, Dn

perlal or Provincial, ~poso the Bill or any Clause thereof 

or the resolution. 

5. The head of the Prdvinoial GOVam~ment should not be • 

the President of the Legislative Council, but the Council sho

uld h~ve the right of electing its President. 

6. The right of asking supplementary questions should 

not be restricted to the mcmbe~ putting the original question, 

but should be allowed to be exercised by any other member. 

7. (a) Except ~uAtome, post, telegraph, mint, salt, opi

um, railways, B!~y and na~, and t~1butee from Indian states, 

all other sources of revenue should be provincial. 

(b) There should be no divided heads of re~enue. The 

Government of India should be provided with fixed contribu-

tlons frot.l tlle Provincia'- Governmenta, suoh f1xed contribu

tion being liable to revision when extraordinal'Y and unfore-

seen contingencies render such revision necessary. 

(c) The Provincial C0W1c11 should have full aut1101~i-

ty to due "r:t th all matters affe cting the internal administra

tion of the Province, inClud1ng the powor to raise loans, to 

1mpose and alter taxation and to vote on the BUdgot. A11 item 

of expenditure and all proposals concorning ways and means 

fOl' ralA1ng the necessary rovenue shfJuld 00 embodied in Bille 

and submitted to tIle Provincial Counoil for. adoption. 

Cd) Resolution on a'l Inattera w1thin the purview of 

the provincial Government should be allowed for disoussion 
• 

in aocordance l'lith rules made in that 'be]l9.lf by the C0W1011 

itsolf. 

(e) A resolution passed by the Lag1alnt1ve Council 

( 
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shall be binding upon the Executive Government, unle~a voted 

by the Governor-in-Council, provided ho1fever that if the re-

solution is again passed by the Council after an 1n~erval of 

not lese than one year, it must be given effect to. 

6. A motion for adjournment may be brought fOM~ard for 
• 

the disoussion of a definite matter of urgent public ir~ortance 

if 8UppOl'tod by not 1098 than ollo ... o1ghth of the members Pl"C-

sent. 

7. Any special meeting of the Council may be summoned on 

a l"'equision by not less tl1Bl1 one-eighth of the me!(lOOl"S. 

8. A Bill, other than a money Blll, may be introduced in 

Council 1n accordance ~dth tho rules made in that behalf by 

the Council 1 t solf, and the consent of th(~ Government should 

not be required therefor. 

9. All Bills passed by Provincial Legislatures ehFtll ha.ve 

to recei"re the anent of tl1.e Governor before they become law, 

but may be voted by the Governor-General. 

10. The tel'Dl of office of the mcmoora shall be five years. 

IJ 

I 

I 
F 

J 1 

I 

\ 

, 

. i 

, I 

I 
• 

I 

11. Ji'ROVIN_CIAL_OOVERNl1f'iliTjJ. 1 

J 
I 

1. The head of every Provincial Government shall be a j 

Governol' who shall not ordinarily belong to the Indian Civil ! 
servicA, or any of the pe~rnan~nt services. 

2. Thero Slla.ll be in e~lery Province an Executive Council 

which, with the Governor, Shall constitute the Executive Go

vernment of the Province. 

3. I-tcmbo!'9 of the Indian Civil Service shall not ordina

rily be appo1nted to the Executive Councils. 

4. Not less than one--half of the members of tl'lG Exeoutive 

Council shall oonsist of Indians to be elected by the elected 

, 
• 
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• 
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membe~e of the Provincial Legislative Council. 

5. TIle tCrtl of Office of the cecbere ab.all be five years. 

III. Il·U'!.4IAL l,EGIsr .. ATr{E CQUnc1lL. 

1. The etr~ng~h tjf the Imperial Leg1slative Counc1l shall 

be one hundred a...,d f1fty. 

2. FO'1!'-flfths of the membere shall be elected. 

3. The franchise for the Imperial Legislative Council 

eho'..tld be widened as far o.e possible on the line s of the Mo~..a .. 

:~C~8r. ele~toratee, and the elected members of the Provinc1al 

Legislative CO'lnc11s should also form an electorate f'or the 

ret'.u"n 0; L1en~l"e to t~ ~er1al Legislative Counoil. 

4. Tr..c IJrf,l s1dfln-+; 0f tho C0:IDcl1, eha'l ce ele otero b~" the 

Council 1 teclr. 

5. The right of aeking supplementary quest10ns should not 

be restricted to the oember putt~ng the orig1nal question but 

should bo allo\red to be exercl sed by a.ny othel' member. 

5. AnY speoio.l meeting of the Council may be sUMmoned on 

a requ.t at t10n by n'Jt loss than ono-e1t;:lth of the .. bere. 

? A Bill, 0'";11e1' tl1an a Mone:1 E~ll, may be 1n troduced ln 

Counoil in accordAnco with rulos made in that behalf by the 

Counoil 1tself, and the consent of the Exeoutive Govcrn~ent 

shoUld not be required therefor. 

8. All Bills passod by th8 Counoil sha.ll have to reoe1ve 

the anen t or- the Go"~·CI'rlor-Genoral beforo they be OOLlt' law. 

n. All financial propOBalS rplat1ng to sources of income 

and ltemo of expenditure shs.ll be embodied 1n 81118. Ev.ry 

euch B1ll and the Budget ali a \111.010 shall 'be lubaa1tted tor the 

'Tote of tIle Imperial Le(;1slo.t1ve COWlc11. 

10. The t~,.m of' orrica ()f TleL,bcra eM'l be five 1ears. 

11. Tho mAtters men~loned here1nbelow 8~~11 be exclusive

ly und"r the oontrol ot' the Imper1al Leg181atlTe Oouno11. 

(a) Matter. in r.~ard to w~oh un1t 0 lepllatlOIS to!' 

the wbnle or India 19 dcB1rable. • 
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(b) PlsoY1n~ le~1·].t1on 1n ~ tar ., It -na;r .~.ct 

1ntel provt!1e tl.eal I elation •• 

(e) ~et1~a. art~at1ns PurelY t.per!al rel.nUl. except

lng tr!~Jt •• tro. In41Ul ~ .... t ••• 

(4) Qu ... t!one ar~eet1r-« p.81,. lDperlal expenclltuu. ex

eept that no rellOlutlon or t~ ~er1a1 Le~l.].~l"'_ Counell 

.1".all b. binding on ~he Oo,e~OI -(Jenel.l-!~..-~t.r\el1 1n r • .,.C!, 
ot alllt.roy e~ge. ro~ ~he defence ot t~ OD.~~~. 

• 

(.) .'!'t .. r1gh~ of • ."1ung . ~m-ltt. o...a.~ ... dut 1-

", or '--po.lng. altertll£ or renoY1ng ., tax ~ 041 ••• IIOUfy

ing the ex1.~lns .".t.a ot oUFt'en"" and ~lD£. L'\4 gND~lnc 

and .14. or bIountl •• to U'J OJ: &11 de_Mtna and naeeent 1n-

4u.tr1 •• ot tJUI ao\81~r'1. 

.......1r:1 .. 

1~. A ~101\tClon .,. ... ct bl t~ Le,111l.11 .. COWlOU ~"1 

-. b1n41ni on t~ SU01Jtlve. (Jo' •• I\amt, Wll ••• YOt.e4 b" U. 

3oYemor-Qer.er&l in Ootmall I p",'Yl4H,-~w.'.r. that, It .1:. 
re.o1u~lon 1 •• ~'n 1' .... 4 by tt.c eounoU an.r lUI Int_Plal ot 

not 1 ••• tha.~ on. 1.ar. it .u.t be 11..,en .rr.at ~. 

tbe 41.c',.a1on o~ • 4.tl~~ t: ••• tt.r ot urr;eat publle !aJAr· ee, 

it ~1)Ort.~ b1 not 1 •• 1 tt..an on •• e1Fth or tt.I' -.ber. pNMnt. 

14. ~ euret .. 1~1 po r at ... to 1D ,...,.rt 

to •• '1 ,._.4 '" • ,roylAolu J.e~.'l" ao .. U. or '" _ 

_ .r1al Lell I 00'1.011, v1 t"'D t~.l" MnU.. t!. 

date- on .t\loh l' 1. p •••• 4. an4 tl» I'll Ib.;l ~ 10 

etrect ., '1'0. lb. date Oft "lob U. 

1o\ow. '0 t" Lepe1atl •• OoI.~U oonCIIM»4. 

te. ~ .• _erl~ L-a)1 4 la'1.,. OO~"U ... 'all ..... ,..... 

to utert ... vi th tM Go" t of fltdl·'. 41 tloa of 'hi 

~11 ottl~.r. ~ torel,. .-4 ~ltl~ relet! ot 

• 
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peAoe and the entering into treaties. 

IV=. THE~ GO". OF INDIA. 
n 

The Governol'-:-General of India will be the head of the Go

vernment of India. 

2. He will have an Executive Council, half of whom shall 

be Indiana • . 

3. The Indian membera SllOuld be elected by the elected mem

bers of the Imperial LegiSlative Council. 

4. Mombers of the Indian Civil Service shall not ordinari

ly be appointed to the Executive Council of the Governor-Genel~l. 

5. The po~·,er of ma.-l{lns all appo int~Ant s in the Imperial 

Civil service Shall vest in the Government of India as const1tu-

ted under tilis Boheme, and subject to any law's that may be made 

by the Impel"iaJ. Leg1 slat1 'Te Council. 

6. The Go~rr;rnment of India shall not ord.inarily interfere 

in tl1C local affairs of a Pro'T1ncc, an(l pO'1e11 8 not apec1a.lly 

given to a Provincia}. Government shall be deemed to be vested 

in the forme11 • T1le authority of tllC Government of India, will 

ordinarily be limited to general supervision and euperintenden-

ce over the provincial Govornments. 

7. In Legislativo and administrative matters, tIle Govern

ment of India, as B constituted under this scheme, shall, as 

far as ponelblc, bo independent of teo Secretary of state. 

8. ~ Aystem of independ.,.nt audl t of the account s of t1le 

Government of India should be instituted. 

V. THE aEQRETARY OF STAT~ TIl 00 UNC,D-t. 

1. The Council of the secretary of state fOl" India should 

be abo 1 t shod. 

2. The salary of the Secretary of state ehould be placed 

on the Brl tl sh Eetlma.tc 8. 

, 

) 
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.. 
a. The secretary of state should, as fa.r as possible, occu~ 

py the same position in relation to the - Government of India as 

the secretary of 9tate, for tIle Colonic 8 in relation to the Go-

vernments of the self-gov~rnlne Dominions. 

4. The S~Cl'etary of state fOl~ India should be aseistAd by 

two permanent under-secretaries, one of whom should always be 

an Indian. 

v~. l~f~ITAR.Y AND OTHER MATTERS OF POLICY ._ 
• • 

11
• The mili tary and naval service e of Hia Mage sty, both in 

their commissioned and non~ommls91oned ranke, shoUld be tl~own 

open to Indians, al1d ;tr1cquate provision allould be made for thBir 
• 

8elect~on, traintng ~nd instruction in Ind.ia .• 

2~ Indians should be allowed to enlj.~t as volunteers. 

3. Indians should be placod on a foot:tng of eauall ty in 
~ 

respect of status and riGhts of citizenship '4 th otr:Ol" subjects 

of His l;Ia.testy the king tllroughollt the Empire • 
. . , 

~. The Execut1ve Officials in -..!ndia 911811 have no Judic1al 

~ P01"Cl'8 cntl'usted to trJ.cn, Mel the jufllc1ar~r in evex'y pro

vince shall be placed under the highest COUl1t of that Province. 

~ENDIX III 

JIi!!T}.Ht 8 ,FOUftTEEN POINTS. 

Whereas the basic ideas on Wllicl1 the iUl parties COnforence 

was called in being and a Convention sUDrnoned at Calcutta during 

Christmas \'leek 1928', ''las that a Bcl1eme of reforms e110uld be for

mulated and accepted and rectified by the foremost pollt1 cs+ or

ga.n1sat1onR in the country as a National Pact; and lvhereas the 

Report was adoptod by the Ind1an Natlon~~ Congress only consti

tutionally for one yoar ending 31st December 1929, end. in tIle 

event of tIle BI'i tleh Pal""liaIaen t not acceptlnG it ' .... 1 tl1!n the time 

limit, the ConbT8sB stands oommitted to the policy and pl~Gramme 

of t11B cODlplete independence by resort to c1,.rll d1sobcdicncc and 
• 

• 

• 
• 

.' 

• 

• 
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• .. ,-
non ... payment of taxos and x \1110rCea the attitude by the Hindu 

Maha Sabha from the commencement through their represer.tatives 

at the Convention was nothing short of an Ultimatum, tlmt, if 

a e1nglc word in the Nehru Report in respect of the COJ!'..munal 

Settlement Was changed tllCY 'V1oulc1. t·",I\:& ihlLlcJlately wi thdrew 

their support to it; arLd l'lhoreas tlle National Libel'*al Federa'" 

tlon delegate s at the Oonvontion took up an at ti tudo of benD-

volent neutrality. nn(l subaBquontly in their open session at 

Allahabad, adopted a non-committaJ. policy "tvitll regal"d to the 

H1ndu .... 14usl illl differonce e; and \~hereae tl1e Non-Brahmin and de-
. 

prcBBod ClasGc 8 arc entl1~el:t o;,posedlZOIk to 1 ~~;. nJ1<1 wh(:~'~ns 
, 

• 

the reasonable an<i modCl"Jato proposaJ.s:·put torlvs.rd by t-l1e dele ... 

gato 8 of the All India 1~tl.~11!~ Lea,g:ue ... at ... :tl:lE\ Conven~lon in f.l6-
. 

d1f1cat1on ~ere not accepted, the MuSlim League iR unable to . - . . . . . ... .... . .. , . ..... . . '. . ..... . . . . 

acoept the NelU'u Repol"t. 

'.:'ho Lengue after anxious and careful cona1del"'ation Ino Rt 

earnestly and empl1atically lays down that no sclleme fOl" the :Cu

tu.re consti tutlon of the govornncnt of In(lla will be accepted 

• 

to MU9aalmans of Inclia until So."'ld unless tIle follo't\1.ng b9.s1c pr1n-

ciles a.re gi·~,.ren effect to and pro"lie1ons are embodied therein 

. 
to Bafegual~ their r1ght~ and interests :" 

. . . . . • <.. . . . . . . ,. . .' . 
1. TIle form of tile future constitution should be federal 

,,,it11 the residuary pow'ere vested in the pro\rinces. 

~. A un1fol~ measure of automomy ohall be grnntea to ell 
P!'O ',1ncc s. 

3. All Logi slaturc8 in t11e cOtmtry and othor elnctod bo
dies A~811 be con~t1tut~d on the ~nfinltn p~i~cipl~ 
of add.qUB,tl1 and effectl \re representation of r.u1nori tics 
in fr~rcr~,r P::."cvinr.e ,d t~.out reducing thr major! ty in any 
Pr~Yincn to a minority o~ e~ren equality • 

. 

4. In the Central Leg1slative, MUs3alnRn reprcgentati~n 
shall not be le a s than one th1r(1. 

. . 
'1 

. , 
, , , 
, 
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5. ~?prOSOl1ta1;iOn_ of CO!l1l1.unnl r;:-oUp!l shElll contlm~e to be. 
y rne~n3 of aepprate ele ct01":3.tc s as e.t 'nre eent (j pro v1.-

., A ri 1 t 'h .... .,., .. ~ • 
, .... J J . 3-,.l"U..~ OA open to any cO~J1mi ty, at any time, to 
~t)Ana.on 1 ta Gcparato electora.te in fa~rour of JoL~t cleo
\)o!'Ate. 

6. Any territorial redistribution thAt ml~ht 
be noco 8sary ohAll not in ~ny "flay, affect 
majority in the Punjab, Bengal and N.W.F. 

at any time 
• 

the l~Iuel1rn 
Pl1ov1nce. 

'7. Full l'c11g101ls 11 bel1 ty 1. e. liberty of belief, wOl"ship 
and obBervs,nce, propaganda", B.s8ocia"vion an~. cducP.tlnn, 
ohall be Guar:?Jnteed to all COl!lI!nmi tie a. 

, 

B. No b1ll or resnlution or any part thel'1eof ah9~1 be pas&
ea in any le61alat1ve or any other c~ccted body if tlwee
fotU .. tha of racrnbers of any commw1i ty in that particular 
body oppose such a bill, 11G'solution or part tIlereot on 
tho sro\md that it would bo 1njurious to tho interests 
of that coU'munlty 01' in. the altol"nativc, such other nc
tll.Od is desired as may be :found feaEible and pra.cticable 
to deal lI'ri th 9HC!1 case s. 

~. 3!.nd shr')uJ.c .. be sopnrA,ted from, the Bombe.,y Presidency. 

1~. Refol"m~ fl110uld be introduced in tIle N.~l.jl. Prov1:1ce al1d 
'nJ.u~11i;1tan on the SaI!16 :o~t1ng as :1.11. other pro"'lincea. 

11. ,Pro~.rls1on SllOlUd be l"!l9.de in tho nonsti tutionAl giv1ng 

j 2. 

13. 

14. 

Mn~l1rJs all :? .. G.G q:J.ate share n' ong ~'1i th tr ... e o"=lle~ Indl!\n F.!, 

in all g~r"1cc s of t1:o stll-te ~nd in locel self-govern':" 
1ng bodies l1,aving due rcgRrd to tlle req~lrcments of 
ef~icioncy. 

T1:~ constl tut10n SllOuld embody adequa.te safegue.rn.s for 
the prote etlan of 1-1us11m cul tUl'10 antI for tIle protection 
and promotion of l.{us11m education, language, religion, 
personal ;." .9:~·18 and 1~ugl1r.1s Cllari tR.Dle I nstl tution ~ and 
fOl" t11eir due share in tIle grants--1n ... aid and given by 
t11e sta ";0 and by the 10 oal self""'go~rernlng 00 ctie 8. 

No cabine t, ei tb.Cl" eJentraJ. 011 Pl."ovi nc1al, s110u10. be 
fOr'Illed l-J'itnout their being a proportion ot at least 
one .. th1rd. 1,fu~111m l·:inisters. 

No Chltnge sb.all be me.de 1n -the const! tut10n by the C£~n

tral Legls1atul'O except wi tl1 the concurrence of tee 
states constituting the Indian Federat1on. Tho draft 
rae solu.tionR ~J. 90 r:1entlons an a1 ternativ€ to the abo'v'e 
provision in tl~o follo~vlng terms : 

That, in the presont circumstanc~s, representation of Mus

saluans in tIle dlffol"cnt Legislatures of the country Mel Otllcl' 

electod bodies tr..rough the separate oleo~orate3 is 1nc~rltal)le 

and .. further, the JovernD€nt being pledged over and over again 1/ 

U,It\M~·~ 
not to d1gtnrb this franch1~e 80 gl"A.ntod to thn lru91lm OOW1-~~ 

since 1909 till such time as tho 1~uDsru.m9.n8 chose to aballiion it, 
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the l-fuesalmMD ~~1111 not conGent to Join elcctol'atca unless 

61ncl is aotUally constituted'into a separate pro"lincc a.nd. re-
. . 

forme in the fact ~lre intl""oduced in tl1.e N. "jT.F. 1'1"OY!~ce f!nd 

B~lucluetfl,n on tl1e same footing as in other p::L1ov1nces. 

Further) 1 ~ is pro,rid.ed tl1at t~ere s11811 be reservA.tion 
• 
of seat 13 according to tho lw!uslim population in tile var1ou9 

Province 8; but WhCl'A ~rus so.lr..a...l1 s e.re in a ~~.Jo:l:·i ty s11a: 1 no t 

con te st more see.t s than their populn.t1on ,.,arl·\~nt a. 

T1"J~ question of excess !'epresontp. .. ti"!1 of !-fue~9l.nans over 

ann 8.'bove t!1eir poptuati'Jn in P!'ovinces where they #:'l'€ in a 

minority is to be con3idered hereafter. 

Pre sidentinl addrn:Js of Dl'. Sir ~!o!1.aI:lrnp,d Iohal clo11 verec .. .. 

at the f .. :!.lalw.baa, session of the All India l·!ualitt Leagu.e held . 

in Dccembp-J.1, 1.930. 

Gentlemen, • 

I am deeply grateful to you for the honour you h.a~,e 

conferred u;pon I:1C in invitinG me to prosido over the delibera

tion of tlle All-India. }hlo111'a Lp.A,Gue at one of tIle moat cl'lit1ce~ 

1XfIUMs:xt~: t.1oncn~e in the h1story of Musl1t1 }~~:::'lt1cal. tl:ought, 

and flctivl ty in India. I W.ve no doubt that in this gTcat A9som-

bly t~lcl"e f3.rc men ftl--OSfl po11ticAl eA1'.emen~u is far more cxten":' 

eiva tl1~n m1n~ Ann for ,,,ho9n kno1;led..o;n of affRlrs I 1lB.ve in h1-

gl1.cet rn spcot. It will, thArefcre. ?Jt1 pros"lnptuDuS on my part 

to claim to guio.e An Assombly of suol1 men in the political doci

sione which they arc called upon to rnake toc1 .. ay. I lead no pal'ty'; 

I follow no lee .. dur. I hnvo iJ1ven the best Pal"t of m:I life to ~. 

, . 
• 

cflrlJf111 study of IalE\&"n, ita lal~ and polity. its ctlltUl'o, it~ h!A

tory and ita literature. T1119 constant con~act lv1th the spirit 
• 

o~ Islam, ae it unfolds itself in tl~c, has, I tP~nk, giv~n me 

, 
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a kind of insight into 1 ts significance as a ~JOrld-fact. It 

is in" tho light of this lnelfSht, {vhatevel' its "Talue thR.t , , 
~Thil e as suming that tl1fl l~uru.lm s of India" arc dct Ol"Iflined to 

rCI!1ain truo to the spirt t, of I slam, I propo so, not to gui

de you in your dec18~.onB, but to R,ttempt the humbler tasle of 

91'1ng1ng cleRrly to your consciousnes~. tho main prlncinle 
• 

which, in my opinion, should determine the general charactor 

of the~e d~c1s1ong. 

It cannot be denied tl1at Islam, regarded as an ethical 

ideru. plus a certain klncl of polity;' by Wllich expression I 

mOan to social st~ucture regulated by n legal syntom and an1-

matod by a opeclficd ethical ineAl - 119,9 bean tho chicf ~ 

factor in the life-history of thc Muslims of %NIta Ind1n. It 

has furnished tho so be,aie emotions and loyal tie s which gradue.l-

ly unify SCfl.ttered indivio.UlllS and gro'LlpA, and finally tl'ans-

fOl'm t~em into a "{V'ell-c.ef1nod pf~opln J ,0 AS~ Aslng a moral cons-

ciouenp, aa of tIle itt 01;'\1n : Indoed. it is no exaggera.tion to say 

thA.t India is perhaps tIle only count11y in the 1"orld 'tV'110re Is-

1 run , as a people-=bu11ding force, has 'Hol'lced a.t ita best. In 

Indil'" 9,A el g(n'l!1e l"'O , the structul"'O of Islam as a Soc1ety is 

to tl1e 'trorklng of Islrun culture • 
e.lrno ~t entir~ly c1ue as a ~ns-

p11"ed by n specific ethical ideal. "!11at I mean to say 18 tha.t 

Musl1-11 So clet~', 'tori th it s rewarkabl ~ ho!Jo tjene 1 ty f'.J1d i ~nor 1IDi

ty, has ~ro't\1Tl to be 'HI1C'.t it is undOl"" the prnSS'll"e of ~he laws 

a.nd inat i t'.lt1ons as ~oc1t'.ted 'vi th the cul. tu!'c of I ~lan. '!'l'lC 

ideas set free by Euro~pcan po11tical th~.n::.1nG, ho'tvo',or, !1re 

now ran1ti.ly cJ1MBing the outlook of the .prf)8~nt [Sonorat1on of .. 
1.luslim s 'both 1n India. antt out side India. ou:~ yoangel'" mon, ins-

plra~. by tIlo se idea.s, arc anx10us to se~ t~lem ~.9 11 ving :lfn!"'ce s 

in their own countries, without any crttinnl apprec:tat1()n of 

, 
• 

• • 

• 

• 
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• 
Elll't)pc ~1 st!e~ !:t:.r \1£'.3 ·~uerg'tood to '!:o a l",.!!-cl:r ~.onag~!e O'"!~:' 

~"~i~!1 t:.i,.q.d: .. ta~l:" ~e·.'c~op~e. ~n1;1J a .... a~"'; ehU:-er.-orban!. ~q ~t ""~. ~!le 

!lot agA1n9~ an:.'" ~~eterl of pol! ";~, o~ 9. ~eeul&.r n:lttU'c. for ~~e 

.,b"r~.~ue rCa80!l thAt ~~rc Wa~ nrt. . ... -' ... d t h 
gJ SU~.4 PJ.-",~ '.£80ela~c : .. ~ 

O!'~iot1e.n~_ty. Ani l.'l'tr.cl'" was per,.cot~·~ 4 ...... +4.p .. "'~ ~", _"SA~,. in 
- ." tJJ -- ~-- --~ - ........ ··U 

revel t agt11net th,.s orbR.n1oat1onj tr.ough, I t~:, ~c die! :not 
. 

real i 3C ~l!at in tl~c pcc'..tl1al~ cor.c'!1 t1nnA ~{~llch o"Jta!ned 1:1 ~'J"··o~o 

the un1~re!'sa1 eth1es of JOsUe by tr..o grO·«tll of a. pluru1ty 0: 

ed ~. an~r, the ~""nne~_ or""'dt_~ f)'II"'\. o~ -"II '\,..",'",,"B1"\ U" 1·0 n ""'R·lon-~ ou"'~ 0""1' ,., tI -4 -c.. I" ... U. ".:.4I~' III ~.. 01 .. u..a. 4_'" .. , 

!'<'C!t1.ir1ng a &lore 1~o:u19t1c fO~.L"dn~1~n, Buell as the not1on of :l 

r1tory AS thn orJ.:' prlr.~!pl~ of pol1t1onl sclld1:'.tt:". It :'ou 

'bo;;1n ,.rt th thr. COT'cf!pttt:"n 0-: l'lr11:;1-,n r.'J co~lctr o<t;:'.It:,-worlt!llnan, 

then ~{!ll't 111\8 hn.ppf'T'!cti tf) Cr:! a~!a:1~.t:,' 1~ t:'Jl'tQpe ia pf'~"!f'f"~:y 

DI1.tu!'IAJ.. Tl'le ur'.1VA."~nl oth!.ea r:f Josus 1:1 <!1splAC'r.d !)j'" ~l'tio:1nl 

sy at om B of c t~ 0 s And. po11 ty. :'~e 00 n 01 u 110:1 ":~ ~Ihl ~~ Eu..~p e 1.9 

conRn '1"cr.~lY fir 1 ven 1 s i:hn"; ral1g1'ln is Il pr1,,"ate affair or tr.t' 

lnf\1 v1dltAl Po]"u\ ~.'t i1 nlJthlT1t.; to do wi th W~qt ~ A oalle~. :;1U1' a .t C!:l-

poral lirA. IalL~ t!oftr !l:'~ 1:1furQ"t.e- tllf' ~"1~1' of I:all 1r.to an 

• 1rr()OOl"'O~R'h"C 1nf'''U1ty o! gp1~~t Rnd !ll\ttnl'. In Ial.m ClOd and 

the un1,,"erse, sp1rit and matter, C1~uroh ar.d Stato, Bro orgAnic 

to eaol1 ot:i.or. ..,om 1" no~ t!:e ~lt1lnn ct " p~!"ne vc:,ld to lX' 
" 
~ 

• 9C. :slAP z...nttcr 1s Sj).lrlt roc1alr:t it ·~l! in ~aoo and t1::e. 

• J 
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prob~h17r from 1,1anich~~ean t110Ught, He!' best thirr~erg ftre l"e~li!'':'' 

ing this 1n1 ti~ll nl ~tnke today # b'rt her otate s~;~an are inC' .. lrect

ly fo reing the world to accept 1 t e.s an 'l.'1.q1l0 sttona.'b'!.o dogzr.a. 

I"'u is, then, this m1staken separation of spirit·.13~ and temporal 

'''hleb. l1an lnl'lgel:r lnflltonced L·Lu1opea,n re11gious a!ld poll tical. 

tho11g11t and has rHf:PU ted~ practically in the tot~~ excl USiOl1 of 

Christ1anity from the life of European stRtU::!. The result is a 
• 

set of mutually il~~a.djusted statue dominated by interoflte not 

, - ' . 

htunan but na.t ione,l. And the se mutually 111-a.djusted eta tue, after 

tl"runp1ine o'''el.~ the moral and rellg1ou9 con~lct1ons of C~r18ti~, ... 

I nity ape today foe11ng t110 need of a fedcrnted Europe, 1. e. tIle 

need. of a 001 ty ",,"llich the C11...!"l etlan C!lurc11-o~gani sation orlg1nal-
, 

ly gaYc them, but 'Hllich, in stee .. d of rcconstr'Acting it in t!1.C l: 

light of C~iatt ~ vision of b.uman 'brotherhooc,_, tllCY conaid.er-

ed 1 t fi t to destl"oy un de 1" t!1~ lnep1rat1on of Luther. A Lutl1er 

in the world of 191a!T1, hrn.Tover, 19 an 1mpo ssible phencT!le~on; 

for hal"e there is no ch'~trch orgenlsR.t1on, similar to thRt of 

Chr1Atian1ty in the !~!1d.dle Agos, insisting a d.ostX'O:'Ol"'. In tho 

world of Islrul1 we ha.~!e a lmiversru. polity \..:hose r'U1(ia!7lentA.1s 

ape believed to have been r'e':realed., but ,-rho SP- 9tr'1~t~lro, o\'dng 

to our legi at Sf wan t of conta.ct 1-J"i th the modern Norld, stand.s 

toda.~j in need of renew'cd pOlver by fresh adjustments. I do not 

know wl1.B.t would be the final fate of the national 1dea in th~ 

,,,orld of Islan. llh~t11er I~laI'1 lvill aeairn11e.to and. trlUlsforr.l 1 t, 

R.S 1 t hfl ~ a981rnl1e:~cd. a.no. ~pan9formed bp.fore n~ny 1c1.ee.s cJq)res

sivQ of a diffcrp.nt opir1t, or allot\'I' R rR.d.ic~l tn~anBforoation 

of 1 t e o'\ .. 1!l structure by the fo rCf~ or t!l1 A ide B. i 8 11.ard to pro

d1 ct. Fro f. 11en s1nek of Lt4inen (Hollann) 'lrote to co tll.f! other 

• 

ough 'vh~.ch Clll"l stlan1ty 118.9 'beon passing for more than e. centu-

ry. TIle ~l"ea.t d1fficulty 13 ho,"! to SRYO tIle founQationA of 1"n11-

C1nn 'vh~n many A-"ltiquatee.. not~_on~ ha.ve to be givel! ~!p. It seems 
-

• , 
• • 

• • 

• 

.. 

• 
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to me BCR1'1cely possible to state l"hRt t1:1fl outcomo 1'1111 be for 

Islar.l." At t11e pr'esent moment the nat1ona.l idea 1s rac1alielng 

the outlook of llilusllms. 8,nd thus mE',ter~.allY counteracting the 

humanig1ng \\TOll1{ of Islrun. Ana. the Gro~'Tth of r:.lciRl con=scioueneea 

map mAnn the GTo'~th of. st9ndards c .. iffcren t A.nd even oppo sed to .• -- -, 

the ~tanaarde of Islam. 

C.llssion to ad.dro sa thi s so ssian of the .All Illc~ia 1/1uslin Lea{£'Jc 

you hR.~te oelncted a man \-;110 in not deopalred of Islam as a 11-

I vinb for~e for freelng the outlook of rr~8n fl10m it e geographical 

terr1 torie a, w110 be11eves tl1a.t religion 1s a pO\ilrer of utmo at lmpor-

tance in t~e life of individ1.L:~.le a.s ~]o11 as states, and finally 

w~o bellevoB, that IglaL~ 19 itself destiny and will not suffer n 

deatiny 1 such a man cnnnot but 1001;: at mSJtters frOf!} 1119 01'nl 

point of vle\v. Do not tl1.1nk that the pl"oblem I alil ind.1ce.t1ng 1s 

a purely theoretlcal one. It is a 't.,ery I1v'1ng a.nd pl'lactlcitl ~ 

problem ca.lclllatec. to af~e~t tIle v61"ly fAbpic of Is18L1 e,s 9. Byr.tem 

of life a.na. conduct. On a propHr solution of it alono deponds 

your future a.s a distinct C1..12. turel un! t in India. Never in ann 

history hils Islam had to. stand a grfHttcr ~rial then the one 

which confl"onts it today. It is open to a people to IilOdlfy, re

lnterpr1et or rt)ject the foundation principlos of thls ~30claJ. 

structure- b'lt it is absolutely nocessary for them to see clcar-, 
ly wlmt they aro do1n3 before they undepta.1:c to try a frosll 

eA-pcriment. Nor ShOllld tllC wa~l in 1d1ioh I am approaching tllis 

importa.nt problem had anyoody to thlnJ.~ that I intend to L'UNk 

quv.~rcl wl th th09C who lw.ppen to t11inl: d1ffeFcntly. You are a 
• 

Iviusl1m aS80mbly and., I sUppa se, anx1cu8 to r0111ain true to tIle 

spirit and ideals of Islam. l~Y Dole dosire, 1s to tell you frank-
• 

1y what I. hone stly bolieve to be the truth about ~llC pl'C sent 

~1 tUtlt ion. In this '''BY alonr. 1 t 10 po 9sible for !ije to 111 url1inqte, 
•• 

II 
j' 

If 

j 
I 

I 
• 
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according to my light, the avenues of your political action. 

t~lha.t, that J 1s the problem anrl its lmpliCB.t1on ? Is religion a 

pr1va.te affair? \\'01..11(1 you lL~e to oee Islatl1, as a mOl"i8~ and po- ) 

Ii tical ldeaJ., moetlng the some fate 1n the li0111d of Islam as 

Christls.nity hRs already met in EUl"ope ? Is it possible to re-

tain Iglrun as an et111cal 1deAJ. o.nd. to !'ight it as 3. polity in 

favour of national politics, in which relicious attitude 1s not 

permitted to plR.y p..ny pa~1t ? TI11s question becomes of special 

) importance in India 't"lhCI'C the MusliJas happen to be ~n a minority. 

The p-yaopoei. tlon tha.t religion is. a pll l va"to indi vic.u.al e:-q:lcrience 

1s not BUl~rising on the lips of a European. In Europe the con~ 

caption of Cr~istian1ty as R monastic order, reno1IDcing the world 

of matter Rna fixing its gaze entirely on the world of spirit, 

led., by t\ log1cR4- proe~ BE! of thought, to t11e V1~\l embotlled in 

tllla prnpasttion. The natut'c of tIle Prophet' A religious exper1-

ence, as disclosed in t11e QurAll, hO'Hever, is ,\V'holly d.ifferent. 

It 1s not mere c:q-,eriencc in the senee of R. pUl'ely biological 

event, happening insido the expe:t-aicn't M(l necessitating no l"e

act10n on his soc1s.1 onVirOnTtl0nt. It is individual eJqJerience 
• 

creative of a Socio.l order. Its immed1ate outcome 1s the funda-

mcntalA of a polity 'tn th implicit leGal conoepts whose civic 

significance cannot be beJ.1tted merely beCatlse theil' or-lg1n 1s 

reveln.tiona~. The religious 1de~~ of Islam, therefore, 1e orgp_-

nically related to tIle Social order ,>(111011 1t has created. The 

rejection of the one will e~,entually involve tIm rejection of the 

other. Therefore the con~truct10n of a. polity on national lines, 

if 1 t mean s a dls1Jlacernent of the Ielazn1c principle of sol idarl

ty. is s1nlply untl11nl~able to a 14uallD1. This lA A. Ilather 'tvhich 

~t t!"\p pr.'~qent r.lor.lont directly conoerns the l~uslil!ls of Ine11a .• 

n 119l1", gny s Renan, IIi n on~lrrv'od not tl10r by hl ~ r~.ce nnr by hi B 

• 

religion, nor by the conrse of l"·lv~ro, nor by thn nireotion of 
• 

, 
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mo'~tain range 1. A ercnt ar:0regs,tion of men, eor~ of mind and 

wa.rm of hp.art, creates e. moral conec1ousr..es rl Wlllch is eft.1Ieu a 

nation". Such a fO.rr:ation 1s qUi tc possiblo, though 1 t in"'!ol'.rcs 

the lone ann al"duOUf"1 pr()~c f3 s "f pra.ct1caJ.ly r.ernakLT'lg men pn(l. f,~

nlshtn~ them ,d th ~l fre sh emo":;1or..o.l equipT!lcnt. It might have been'· 

a fl=lnt in Indi'l if thp. teEtching of Kabir and the "Divine Faith" 

of Al~har h:=-d ~t!ized the irna,s~~ne,tion of the r:.aSAee of this co ..... ,r.:4;:r:r. 

EXporience, 110wcvcr, 9ho't~s tllB.t tho yar10us castc..un1ts RnU re-

ligioue unit f3 in India have sho~·.'n no inclina.t1on to sin~~ tb.nir 

rcapectl're individualism in B. larGe liM1A. Ea.ch group i~ intensc-

ly jealous of its cclle~t~~e existence. The formation of the kind 

of moral consoiOUSnf188 i;11ich const1tutp.s tl-~e essence of a nation 
, 

in Ror..n"ls rJen~c der.umd.s A pl1ica whic:'l the peoples of 100" a P.l'C 

not prepared to pa.y. T~e un1~y of an IndiRn nation, therefore, 

must 'be sought, no t in tl1c ne~at ion, but in tllo mutual rJP.rmony 

a.nd co-opol"nt1on of the vany. True statcSIJanr.;ilip cannot ignore 

facta, ho'vever unpleasant tl1cy iUly be. '!'he only p!'Etct1cru. COUl"OC 

is nr')t to assume tIle existence of a stato of things "lhicll do es 

not exist, but to recosniBc fa~to as they arc, and to e:~lo1t 
• 

them to our t;l'Af'.test advan~Rbe. A.."l~~ !.t is on the discovory of 

Indian unity in t~li~ d11"lec"";i-:lr that tl.:.c fE,.tt; cf I:1d.:!.,,,, It:J 1'1011 

as of Asia really ~epond~. India is AaiR in m1niature. Part of 

her people have c'A1tural affin1tu8 wl~h nn~lo:l13 ir~ ";;lC East and 

pprt \-11 th nntions in tho mldl:Uo ar.d :!est of Asia. If an offf'lct1vc 

principle of co-operat1on 1s discovered in Indin, it \-/111 bl"ing 

pf'ace Rnd mutl1~ Goodwill to th~ s B..l1cient land which has auffl:l'od 

80 lont;, more bOC&11tiO or l18r el t'lat1on in 111Btor~o spaoe than 

because of any 1nheren t 1noapaoi tj' of he r pOOple. And 1 ~ will 

at tIle sana tlrno 80:'..,0 tho entire poll~l~rU. problom or ..\919.. 

It 1~, ho~·~'1'r.r, poinf1l1.. to ob~(,-"',e that our attcnqJte to die-

8UO~1 a prin 0 l~lo of internal !1R.l"&lOr..:,- ~".~vo 90 far failod. 
C'ov~r r 
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~1hy navo they fa.1J.cc1 ? p 11. 

er~ A.P9 we eU9pHct" each others intentions 

and inwardly a.1m at domina ~1nf! h th 
'" '-.J eac ,,_~C~. Pc r11a.p s, in the high-

er lntc~egt9 ~r m t 1 u ua co-operfl.tion, we cannot af:foru to part 

t·:-ith the monopolies l!hi~h circtL'nstanccs r..a~re plac~d in our ~la.llde, 

p.nd conceal our egoleD uncle:'" the cloa.Z of a natlonaliStl, out-

l'lardly st1mula ~~n:; Et large-hearted patriot! sm, 'but In,,rard1y as 

narrOli-r.lindc d as a. ca ete or a tri bo. Pe l,r-..ap s, ,~~e are '!.L'''1l',,11J.ir.g 

to recogni so t:r49/~ ep.c:1 groUp has right, to free de"Telopnent ac

cording to ita o-.. n cultural ~:,acj.tione. But 't·!!!p.tevcr f1R:r ce ~~lO 

causeR of OUl' fp.ilure,I still fO feel l~peful. E,,"ents seen to 

, 'be tendi11{; in the <i.irAct~on of 90IJ'.C SOl't of intc!'n:?l 1"...arI:on:". 

Ar.(~.a: as far as I have been a,1.>le to reao the !!u~llm ~inQ, I have 

no hcsi tatlon in decIal'ing tl~t, if "~he prlnc1p:'..t? th,1t tho In

d.ian l¥1usl1I:l 1s en:~ tled to full 9.nd free de~.reloPfJtHlt on t!le 

lSJld.s is l"ecosnised as t~o 'btl.sis of' A. per::1anent co~tm~.l settle

ment, hp ''1111. be ren.c.y to etRkc hi R all for ~hc fl'C edon of I.'1-

din.. Thr. pr1:1~lple ~hft~ each group 1s Ant! tIed to f1"ee de"!elop

rnent on it s n~·m linea 1~ not lnsp1!"od b~l' p"n~r fccl!.nB of nR.:'l"Ol-l 

ty lihich 18 in spl1"ed. by fecl:tn[;t3 o~ ill-will tOl-lR.rds ot'heI' C"P1-

I mtm1t1oe 1~ low 8,nd 19nnble. I entertAin thp. h1~l:cst l"~gpeot 

for the cu qtOf;l a, la:ton:1, rol ~.;j1."'llP R-"1.d ~oc i~l in e ~1 'tutinn A of 

other nornmlmi t:tp' R. Nay, it 13 my duty, according to t::'e teach':' 

lng of tIle Q,llrRn, even to defend thoir places of worship if 

need be. "Yet I lov~ the cO:1ffi,ul11.l gI"oap 1/~U ch ~ 0 tIle GO\ll"'ce of 

m~r lifo llnu belk"t·J'lo~; a..'1.d 1o:!llc!l haa fOl-ned me w::at ! am by 

giving rot) ita religion, 1ts literature, ita though.t, its cu.:-

tUI'e, an<l thcreb~! l'coroatin t3 ita w!~~le port, as R 1!v1n~ ope

rnttvo fRctor, in my prr.9cnt consc1ouonrns." Even t~c auth0~9 

of thr ~~O~..rll nepl')l~t reongn1.!']r. th(l ".ra111l" of this l11Ghcr aspect 

of comI!11l!1J\11EQ'!l. \'1hllc d1ROUQeint; t::r ~opl\rnti"'n nf Sind tlley 

SR'Y : "To As::! from tho 1 Rl"g~ l' V10l: po tnt ~ r ., q t1. ~nA 1 t BJTl ~hRt 

nn on'·'m~tn:tl prov lnneQ SllO'i!. d be ol"eatod 1 B, in a W83, equi"J8.-

, 

• 

I ' , 

, 
I 
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lent to saying from the still wider international viewpoint that 

there ehould be no separate nations. Beth these statements have 

a meaBl1re of truth in them. But the staunchest internationalist 

recognises that without the fullest national autonomy it 1s ex-

tra~rd1narily difficult to create the international state. SO 

also, without the fullest oultural autonomy, and oOfilllll.Ulalism in 

its better aspect i9 culture, it will be difficult to create a 

harmonious nation II. 

MUeLI14 DJDIA \iI'rHIN n~DIA • 
• 

Communalism, in its higher aspect, then, 1s indispensable 

to the formation of a harmonious whole in a country like India. 

The unite of Indian society are not territorial as in European 

countries, India ls a continent of human groups belonging to 

different races, speaking different 1anguages, and possessing 

different religious. Their be~vlour is not at all determined 

by a COlmlon race-consciousness. Even the Hindus do not form a 

homogeneous group. The principle of European democracy cannot 

be apnlicd to India '-lithout reoognising the fact of cornmunaJ. 

groups. The Muallm demand for tho creation of a Muslim India 

within India le, therefore, perfectly Justified. The resolu-

tion o~ the All-parties MuSlim Conference at Delhi ie, to my 

mind, wholly inspired by this noble ideal of a haltion1ous whole 

which 1nstead of stifl1ng the respoctive individlw1ities of , 
"a its component wholes, affords them ohances of fully working 

out the possibilities that may be latent in them. And I have 

no doubt that this Houso w11l emphatioally endorse the Muslim 

demands embodied in this resolution. Personally. I would go 

furthel" tllAn the demands embodied in 1 t. I would like to see 

the punjab, North-West Front1er PrOVince, Sind and Baluohistan 

amalgamated into a single state. gelf-Gove within the 

British Empire, or without the British Empire, the format1on of 

a .conso11dated North-\iest Indian MUslim state app9R.rs to Ile to 

be tho final destiny of the Muslims at least of North-West India." 
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"The pllpo sal Was put forward before the Nehru Cornmi ttee. They 

rejected it on the ground that. if carried into effect. it would 

give a very unwieldy state. This is true in so far as the area 

is conoerned; in point of population, the state contemplated by 

the propo sal would be much ox le ss--than some of the pre sen t In- :. 

d1an provinces. The exclusion of Ambala DiVision and perhaps of 

some districts Where non-Muslims predominate, will make it less 

extensive and more Muslim in population ~ 80 that the exclusion 

suggested will enable this consolidated state to give a more ef

fective protection to Non-MUA11m minorities within its area. The 

, need not alarm the Hindus or the British. India 19 the greatest 

Muslim country in the world. The life of Islam as a cultural for ... 

ce in this country very largely depends on its centra11sation in 

a epec1f1ed terr1tory. This centralisation of the most living por ... 

t10n of the Muslims of India, whose mi11tary and police service 

has, notw1 tllstanding unfair treatment from tIle Bri tish, made the 

British rule p09sible in this country, will eventu~ly solve the 

problem of Ind1a as well as of Asia. It will intensify their sen-

se of responsibility and deepen their patriotic feeling. ThuB, 

possessing full opportunity of development w1th1~ the body poli

tic of India, the North-,."est Indian Muslims will prove the beet 

defenders of India against a foreign 1nvasion, be that invas10n 

one of ideas or of bayonets. The punjab with fifty-six per cent 

Muslim population supplies f1fty-fo'~ per cent of the total com

batant troops in the Indian Army, and if the nineteen thousand 

Gurkhas recruited from the independent state of Nepal are exclud

ed, the Punjab contingent amounts ot sixty-two per cent of the 

whole Indian Army. This percentage does not take into account 

nearly six thousall.d combatent e g'1_ppl1ed to the Ind1an ArmY by 

the North 'tlest Frontier Provinoe and BaJ.uchistan. From this you 

can easily caloulate the possibilities of Nort~West India Mus~ 

11me in regard to the defence of India against foreign aggression. 

The R1ght Hon'ble l~r. sr1nivaea Sastr1 thinks that the Muslim 

demand for the ort~at1on of autonomoue 1~uAltmetatu9A.long the 

• 

• 
I 

• 
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l{orth-we at border is aetuated by a desire Ito acquire means of 

exerting preeeure in emergencle s on the Government or Ind1a l • I 

may frankly tell him that the Musl1I!l deMand 1s not aotuated by 

the kind of motive he imputes to us; 1t 1s actuated b7 a genu1 ne 

desire for free development which 1s practically 1mooss1ble undOl' . -
the type of unitary gpve~ent contecplatcd b,y the nationalist 

H1ndu politioians Wi th a view to secure pe!1!lanent cOIiI'nmal domi

nance in the whole of L"ld1a. 

Nor should the Hindue fear that the creation of autonomous 

MUAlim states Will mean the introduction of a kind of religious 

rule 1n suoh state s. I have already indioated to you the meaning 

of the word religion ae applied to Ielam. The truth is that I9-

lam 1e not a ohuroh. It 1e stA.te conoeived as a contractual orga-

n1sm long before Roueeean ever thought of such a thing, and ani

mated by an eth1cal 1deal whioh regards man not as an earth-root

ed creature, defined by this or that portion of the earth, but 

as a epiritua l being undp.rstood in terms of a social meohAn1em 

and po~eessing rights and duties as a living faotor in that me

o han 1 em. The character of a Musl1m state oan be Judged from what 

the I Time s of India' pointed out Bocet1me ago in a leader on 

the Indian Banking Inqu1ry Co uld1 ttee. 'In anoient India'. the 

p r poLnts out, "the stato framed lava regu1atlng the rat •• 

of 1nterest; but in Kugl1m tlmes, I although IAlam olearly fOI'· 

bidA the realisation ot interest on money loaned, Indian KU91im 

stRtes tmpoeed no reetr1ct1ons on suoh rates.' I therefore de-

mand the torIMtion of a consolidated Muslim state in the best 

lnter~ st. of India and Islam. J'or IncUa it •• ane •• ourlty and 

peaoe r08tUtlng trOll an lnt.Junal bnlanoe or ponr: tor lel •• 

an opportunity to rid It .. lt of the stamp tbat Arabi_ 

Imperialism vas torced to g1ve it, to aoblllse 1ts law. it. 

eduoat1on. 1 ta oulture and to bring them into oloser oontact 

with tt, own original gplrlt and With the spirit or modem 

'1. e. • ••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.••••••••.••••••••••••• 

• 
• 

, 
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THE ALTERNATIVE : 

I have thus tried briefly to indicate the way in which the 

Muslims of India ought in my Opinion to look at the two most 

important oonstitutional problems of India. A redistribution of 

Bri t1 sh India, ca1cula ted to se cure a permanent solution of the · 

communal problem, iA the main demand of the 1~u8l1m9 of India. If J 

hOli'eVer, tIle Muslim demand of a territorial solution of the commu-
. 

nal problem 1s ignored, then I support, as emphat1cally as pos-

sible, the Muslim demands repeatedly urged, by the All- India 

Mus11m League and the All-India Muslim Conference. The Muslims 

of Ind1a cannot agree to any constitutional changes which affect 

their majority rights, to be secured by separate electorates in 

the Punjab and B~ngal, or fail to guarantee them 33 per cent 

representation in any Central Legislature. Tlwre were two _ 

pitfalls into whioh Muslim political leaders fell. The first 

was the repudiated Lucknow Pact which originated in a false view 

of Indian nationalism, and deprived the Muslims of India of chan

ces of acquiring any political power in India. The second 1s the 

narrow v1sioned sacrifice of Islamic so11darity in the interests 

of what may be called Punjab Ruralism resulting in a proposal 

which Virtually reduces the punjab MuSlims to a position of mi~ 

nority. It 1s the duty of the League to oondomn both the pact 

and the proposal. 

The Simon Report does groat injustice to the Muslims in not 

reco~nending a etRtutory majority for the Punjab and Bengal. It 

would either make the Muslims stick to the Lucknow Pact or agree 

to a scheme of jOint-electorate, The despatch of the Government 

of India on the Simon Report admitA that since the publication 

of that document tIle Muslim commW1ity has not expressed 1ts will-

1ngness to accept any of the alternatives proposed by the Report. 

The deApatch recognises that it may be a legitimate grievance to 

deprivo the Muel1ms in the Punjab and Bengal of representation 

in the Councils in propor;1on to the1r population meroly because 

of we1ghtage aJ.lowed to, Musl1m m1norit1es else'~hel'e. But the 
•• • • 
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de BPat ch of the Government of India fall s to COI'rect the inJus

t10e of the ~1mon Report. In so far as the Punjab 1s concemed 

- and this 1s the most cruc1al point - 1 t endorses the so-call

ed I carefully balan ced scheme I worked out by the offic 181 men ... 

berA of the Punjab Govt. which g1ves the Punjab Musl1ms a maJo- · 

rlty Xs of two over Hindus and 91khs conb1ned, and a pro~ort1on 

of 49 per cent of the House ae a whole. It 1s obv1ous that the 

Punjab Musl1ms cannot be sat1sfied with less than a clear ~Jo

ri ty 1n the total House. However, Lord II-wln and his Government 

do reoogn1ee that the justif1cat1on for co~unal electorates for 

, majority oommunities would not cease Wlless and Wltll by the ex-

tension of franch1se their votlng strength more oo!·rectly reneotf 

the1r populat1on; and further unless a two-third majority of the 

Muslim members in a prov1ncial C0W1c11 unanimously a~efJ to sur-

render the right of separate representat1on. I oannot, however, 

understand why the Government of India, hav1ng recogn1sed the 

legitimaoy of the }(uelin gr1evances, have not had the courage 

to reooalnend a statutory maJorlty for the Muslims in the PWlJab 

and Bengal. 

Nor can the Muslims of Ind1a agree to any 8uch change. wh10h 

fall to oreate at least Sind as a eepal'ate provinoe, and treat 

the North-~-Ic at Fron t 10!" Pf'Ovince RA R provinoe ot interior poll

t 10al etatus. I see no reaeon whY Sind should not be uni ted wi th 

Baluohlatan and turned into a separate Proylna •• It hal nothing 

in oomrnon wi th the Bombay Prealdeno,. In point ot lite and. ·01'9'1-

l1zat1on the Royal Commi891oners find it more akin to Neeopotamla 

and Arabia than India. The Mu81lm geographer Nas' lid' not1oed thle 

kin.hip long ago whon he sald - • Sind 111 a cOlD"ltry nearer to 

the dominions ot Islam'. The first i,f'-"""';' fl. ruler 1. report

ed to hIlve sa14 of EFtY'J)t - -E~)pt ha. bar back towards Africa 

and tace towards Arabi.·. With neoe ••• ry alterations the lame 

reaark d.sorlbe8 the exeot 81tu .tlon or Sind. She has her back 

I 
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towards Ind1a and face towards 6entral Aliia. Considering further 

the nature of her agr10ultural problems which can invoke no sym

pathy from the Bombay Government, and her infinite commercial 

possibilit1es, dependent on the inevitable g.ro~~h of Karachi 

into a second metropolis of India, 1t is unwise to keep her at- J 

ta,ched to a Pre s1dency which, though frien<lly today, is likely 

to become a r1val at no distant period. Financial diffioulties, 

we are told, stand 1n the way o~ separat1on. I do not know of 

any authoritative announcement on the matter. But assuming there 

are any such difficulties, I see no reason why the Government of 

•• I India should not give temporary financial help to a promising 

province in her struggle for independent progress. 

As to the North-1..re at Front1er Province, it is painful to 

note t11at the Royal Corrunise1oners have pre.ct1callY denied that 

tl1e people of this Province have any right to refol"ms. They fall 

far short of the Bray COIEl1ttee, and the COWlc1l recommended by 

tllem is merely a screen to hide the autocracy of the Ch1ef COI!l-

m1ssioner. The inherent right of the Afghan to light a cigarette 

18 curtailed merely beoause he happens to be living in a pO~lder 

house. The Royal Commissioner- s cpigramatlc argument is pleasant 

enough, but far from convinoing. Pol1tlce~ reform is light, not 

f1re; and to light every human being is entitled whether he k 

happens to l1ve in a pOl'lder house or a coal mine. Brave, slu'ewd 

and determined to suffer for hie legitimate asp1rations, the 

Afghan i 9 sure to re sent any at tempt to depr1ve him. of opportu

nities of full self-development. To keep such a people contented 

is in the bost interests of both England and India. llhat has re

cently happened in that unfortunate province 1s the result of 

step-motherly treatment shown to the people since the introduc

tion of the princ1ple of self-government in the rest of India. 

I only hope a that British 9tatemanship will not obscure its 

view of the situation by hoodwinking itself into the belief that 

the present tmrest in tlle Province is due to any extraneQUS 

, 
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The recommendation for the introduction of a measure of 

refOl1ll in the N.U.F.P. made in the Government of India's des-

patoh is also unsatisfactory. No doubt, the deepatch goes fur

ther tl~ the ~imon Report in reoommending a sort of represen

tative Council and a semi-representative Cabinet, but it fails 

to Ii: treat this important Muslim Province on equa) :footing with 

other Indian Provinoes. Indeed, the Afghan is, by instinot, 

more fitted for democratic 1nstitutiono than any other people 

in India ••••.••••••••• 

CONCLUSION : 
• 

Gentlemen, 

I have f1nished •. In conclusion I cannot but impress 

upon you that the present crisis in the history of India de

mands oomplete or~an18at1on and 'lU1:tty of l-1111 and purpose in 

the Muslim community, and in the interest of India as a whole. 

TIle poli tical bondage of India MR been and is a source of in

finite misery to the whole of Asia. It has sUppressed the spi

rit of the East and wholly deprived her of that joy of self-ex

pression which once made her the creator of a ~reat and glori

ous culture. We have a duty towards India where we are destined 

to live and die. '\Ale have a duty towards Asia, specially Mu~1m . 

Asia. And since seventy millions in a s1ngle country constitute 

a far more valuable asset to Islam than all the countries of 

Muslim Asia put together, we must look at the Indian problem not 

only from the MuSlim po1nt of v1ew but also from the standpoint 

of the Indian Muslim as Buch. Our duty to'tm.rds Asia and India 

oannot be loyally performed wi thout an organised Will fixed on 

a 4ef1nlte p,~oge. In your own interest, as a polit1cal anti 
of Ind.1a, 

ty among other poll tioal anti t1A 9J suoh an oquipment is an ."M-

• 
• • 
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abeolute necessity. Our disorganised condition has already con

fUsed political 1ssues vital to the life of the comnunity. I 

am not hopele 89 of an inter-comrnWlal understanding, but I can 

not conceal from you the feeling that in the near future OUI' 

COIIDIlWl1ty may be called upon to adopt an independent line of 

action to cope 'nth the present crisis. And an independent line 

of po11tical action, in such a crisis, 1s possible only to a 

detcl'lnlned people, possessing a will focal1sed by a single pur

pose. Ie it possible for you to achieve the organic Wholeness 

of a unified Will, yes, 1t is. ~se above sectional interests 

and private ambitions and learn to deteI'mine the value of your 

indi vid11a' and collective action', however directed on material 

ends, in the light of the ideal which you are s~)posed to re

present. Pass from matter to, spirit. l!atter is diversity; spi

rit i9 light, life and unity. One lesson I have learnt from the 

history of Muslims. At critical momenta in their history it 

is Islam that has eaved Muslims and not vice versa. If today 

you focus your vision on Islam and seek inspirat10n from the 

ever-vi tal1aing idea embodied in 1 t, you will 'be only "BIlXXU 

~~';~blf:~YO'lT' sCattered forces, regaining your lost integri

ty, and thereby saving yourself from total destruction. One of 

profoundest verses in the Holy Quran teaohes us that the birth 

and rebirth of the whole of hUIDanity i9 like the birth of a 

single individual. 'fuy cannot you who, as a people, oan well 

claim to be the first practioal exponents of this superb con

oeption of humanity, live and move and have your being ae a 

single indiv1dUBl. ? I do not wish to mystify anybody ,{hen I 

say that things in India are not what they appear to be, The 

moaning of this, however, will dawn Upon you only when you have 

aohieved a real oollect1ve ego to took at them. In the words of 

the Qlll'an, "Hold ~aet to youreelf; no one who el~reth can hurt 

you, provided you arc ,rell guided, (5 : 104) • 
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THE LEAGUE P~IAMEN'iARY BOARD l-tANIF'ESTO. 

After discussion lasting over four days, the AIl~ Par11a

mentary Board under the Presidentahip of l~. M.A. J1nnah, adopt

ed the following manlfe ato and issued 1 t from Lahore on the 

11th June 1936 :-

The advent and announcement of the %tt Minto-lbrlay refol'ms 

brought home to leaders of Mussalma.ns the necessity of start

ing a Muslim political organ1sation and thus was fotUlded the 

All India Muslim League at Dacca in December 1906. The League 

adopted its creed and 1deal def1nitely in December, 1912, and 

altered its constitution, having for its aims and objects (1) 

full responsible government for India ,dth adequate and effec

t1ve safeguards for MUB9almans (2) to protect and advance the 

polltioaJ- and rel1gious and other rights and interests of 

Indian MUBsalmane (3) to promote rrlendship and union between 

Muesalman and other communities in India, and (4) to malntain 

and strengthen brotherly relations between Mussalmans in India 

and those in other countries. 

The League has been fa1thfully and loyally acting in ac

cordanoe with these fundamental p~inciples ever since. During 

the per10d of existence of Minto-Mbrlay constitut1on, it con

tinued its development from time to time and represented and 
• 

voioed the true feelings and opinions of Mussalmans. AB time 

went on the Co-operatlon and help of prominent leaders of 

India. and particularlY of tllat f~reRt can, the late Maharaja 

of Muhmudabad, whose Aclflos8 devotion ann patr10tic fervour 

and 81n~lcm1nded ness of purpoBe gave the League suoh streng

th, power and support that it reaohod the zem1th of its aeccn-

dency and Acoomplished what 19 one of the greatest beaoon l1ghts 

in thr. conetitutional history of Ind1a, the Luoknow paot, wh1ch 

lAr know BS the "Leaguo congress Pact" in 1916. This Pact will . 

• I 
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go down in Indian history as a landmark Ln the political evo-
lU+1 ,p. 

" on OoL tne country as signal proof of the identity at pw-pose, 
., 

eal'lle stne 1313 and CO-Opera tlon between the two great sections 

of the people of India in the taek of the attainment of ~es

ponsible government. 

But the pact was not the laat word on the question of ad

justment of Po1itical differences between Hindus and MusBSJ~ans. 

Nor was it even intended or could be so considered in the new 

circumstances that arose and developed since then. The nation ... 

e.l demand for complete responsible government after the Mon

teq-Chelmeford Reforms bccace more and more insistent from 

1921 onward. Mus salman B stood shoulder to shoulder with sis-

tor colntnW11ties and did not lag behind in tlleir patriot10 

Co-operat1on with Hindus. But as a minority they Lla1ntain the 

principle that this posit10n in any future ~011tical constl

tut1onA.1 etructure should be nrotccted and safeguarded. Here 

it mir:l'lt bo statnd that at f11~8t 91~ht it may appear to an 

amat~ul~ nollt1c1an that q'lC:: ~lcr'.an(l SR'."ours of COF.I.Qunallsm 
• 

but 1n reality must be evident that it 1A not only nutural 

last is essential by ineur1ng whole hearted and willing co-

operation of the minorit1es who must be made to feel that they 

can rely upon the maJor1ty with a complete sense of oonf1dence 

and security. 

iND IA I. QOAJ .• 

In the various steps that followed the de11berations and 

collaboration. that took place. the League baa alwaya .tood 

for full responsiblo Gove~nment for Ind1a and untllctlngly 

stands ~or the same 1deal. It deplore 13 that as a roeul t or 

the Round Table Conferenoe, the British Parliament has tOl'oed 

upon the peoplo ot Ind1a oonetl tut10n embodied 1n the Govern

ment ot Ind1a Act of 1935. Its attitude towards the oonst1tu-

t}on 

AIML 

18 detlnAd by itA resolution passed at the e89910n of th~ 

to the (ollowing effect, ·while it accepts tho 00 l.lIO unal 

1 • • •• 

• 

• 
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Awa~ till a sUbstitute is agreed upon between the oommunities 

oonoerned K emphatically protests against the constitution em

bodied in the Government of India Act of 1935 being forced 

upon t~ people of India against their will and lnepite of 

their repeated disapproval land distant expressed by the vari

ous parties and bodiee in the country. The League considers 

that having regard to the conditions prevailing at present in 

the oountry the Provinoial scheme of the constitution be uti-

lised for \'that 1 t is worth, lnspite of the moat objectionable 
• 

features oontained therein, which under rcal control and res

ponsibility of the Ministry and Legislature over the entire 

field of Government and administration migatory. The League 

1s clearly of opinion bhat the All India Federal Scheme of 

Central Government embodied in the Government of India Act 

of 1835 (1935) 1s fundament8~ly bad. It is most reactionary, 

retrograde, injurious, and fatal to the vital interests of 

British India Vis-a.-vis Indian states and it 1s calcula.ted 

to thwart and delayiKX 1ndef1n1tely the realisation of India' B 

most oherished goal of complete re~onBlble Government and 

is totally tUlacceptable. The Lea.gue considers that the British 

Partiament should still take the ear11est opportun1ty to re-

view tIle wIlole situation afresh regarding the central soheme 

before it i8 inaugurated or else the League feels convinced 

that the present Bcheme will not bring peace and contentment 

to the pe'ople but on the contral:'Y it ,\'1il1 lead to disaster 

if forced upon and persisted in as it is entirely unworkable 

in the interests of India and per people u. 

ELECTION OOARD. 

But as tho Prov1ncial scheme embodied in the Govt. of 

India Act 1s going to be enforced in the course of next year, 
• 

tl\e Laa.gue decided tlmt having regard to the conditions pre-

• , .. 

• 

J , 
( 
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vailing at present in the cotmtry, the Provincial scheme of 

constitution be utilised for what it is worth. In view of this 

decision, the League further decided that a Central Election 

Board be formed \nth power to constitute and affiliate Provin

cial election Boards in the various Provinces and passed the 

following resolution : 

"Whereas the Parliamentary system of Government which is 

being introduced in this country. with the inauguration of the 

new constitution pre-supposes the fOI1nation of Parties with a 

well~defined policy and Programme which facilitate the educa

tion of the electorate and Co-Operation between the groups 

with appl"onimate aims and 1deals and ensures the working of 

the constitution to the beet advantage and whereas in order 

to strengthen the solidarity of the Muslim community and to 

secure for Muslims their proper and effective share in Provin-

cial governments it is essential that Muslims shoUld organise 

themselves as one party 'With an advanced and progressive pro

~ranaIle, it is hereby resolved that the All India Muslim Lea

gue do trute steps ~o contest the approaching provincial elec

tions and for this purpose appoint Mr. Jlnnah to form a Ccn~ 

tral Election Board under his Brcsidentshlp, consisting of 

not less than 35 members, with pO'iers to constitute and affi

liate provincial Election Boards in the various Provinces, 

having rogard to the condition in each Province and deviAe 

ways and means for carrying out the aforesaid objectsll. 

In pursuance of that resolution, tl1e Central Board has 

now been formed and the policy and programme of the Central 

Board has to be defined. The inauguration of the l{ontegu-

Chelemsfol"d scheme of oonst! tut10n and. the ''Iorking tllcreof 

has developed and brought forth vArious forces and it appears 

that suah power as was available under the schemo has boen 

captl~ed mK in the various Provinces by the reactlonery con-

• 

, 

• 
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servat1ve elements in oombination with a coterie of men whose 

sole aim and object iR to secure offices and places for them

selves wherever and whenever available. This has suited the 

Govornment an(i the se t'lrlO classes have received every encoura

gement and support 1nth the result that they have not only 

been a hindrance and an obstacle in the way of the indepen

dent and progressive intelligentia, but people generally have 

been exploited. Thus was created a double domination of re

Actionery forces and imperialistic pO\~ler. Our aim 1~ tl1B.t this 

domination must cease. 

POLITICAL SITUATION. 

The present polit1oal situation haJ6 been aptly described 

by the President of the last sesn10n of the AD1L in the follo\or-

ing words: 

"Now problems have arisen today. It is not only the quee-

t10n of educating the middle class of Muslims in India on 

Western lines and providing them with Jobs, it is only the 

ques~1on of infusing in them the ideals of V1ctorian libera

lism. On the contrary, present conditions compel one to gp 

much deeper into the Problems of the entire social regenera

tion of the seventy millions of MUslims, of extracting them 

from the terrible povnrty, degradation and bB.ckwardnes9 into 

which they have fallen and giving them at least the rudiments \1 

of oivilised existence and making them free citizens of a 

freeland. ,"ve must realise, as people of other cOtUltries have 

realised, that a change 1s necessary and that unless such 

ohange is goon made the whole or th1s 800181 structure must 

come down wi th a crash which ,~111 involve the extinction of 

not only the educated section of our people but aleo of all 

privileged claAsea, ~hether they hold privilege by reason of 

caete, land or money. The foundations of the s~er8tructure 

in which we arc living today were laid centuries ago and it 

1s but natural that those foundations have ceased to be 

• 

I , , 
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stable nOl-i. It 1s the duty, if it is not only an obligation 

created by the motives of self interest, of all of US educat

ed classes, capitalists and land-holders to lay the foundations 

of the new structure, of course, in order that this effort 

must fractify, sacrifices 'nIl have to be made on the part of 

all. Let me tell you that the building of such a Social edi

fice will be more glorious. more human and more Just that the 

building of an empire u. But at the same time we must take it 

clear that the League is opposed to any movement that aims at 

expropriation of private property. 

The main principles on "rhich we e:xpect our representa-

tives in various legislatures to work will be (1) that the 

present Provincial constitution and proposed Central consti

tution should be replaced tmmediately by democratic full self 

government; (2) and that in the meantime, representatives of 

the Muslim League in the various Legislatures will utilize 

the Logislatures in order to extract the minimum benefit out 

of the constitution for the uplift of the people in the vari

OUB spheres of national life. The Muslim League party must 

be fornled as a corollary so long as separate electorates 

exist but there would be free co-operation \-11th any group , 
or eroups whose aims and ideals are approK1mately the same 

as those of the League party. The League appeals to Muasal

mans that they should not permit themselves to be e"Ploited 

on economic or any other grounds which will break up tho 90-

lidarity of the community • 

• 

PROGM1.flf; FOR ELECTION. -

The maniro sto laY'S down the followlnr: programme for the 

eneulnf~ olcctl(')nA : To proteot religious right ot Hus mana 

in whiOh oonneotion for all mRtterg of purely religious cha

raoter, clue w81g11t sha'l be given to op1n1on. or the Jamlat 

• 

I 

" 

I 
I 
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Ulalna 1 Hind and MuJehldf:! to malre every efforD to secure the 

l"p-peaJ. of all repressive laws; to reject all meaSU1~es 't"l11ich arc 

detrimental to t11c interest of India, t'lhlch encroacll upon the 

fundamental libertiee of the people and lead to economic exploi

tation of the c01mtry, to reduce the heavy cost of adm1nietra-

t iva maohinery, central and Pl"oV'lnciaJ. and allo ca te substan

tial funds for nation-building departments; to nationalise the 

Indian ArmY and reduce military expenditure; to encourage deve-

lopment of industries, including Cottage industries; to regu-

late currency, eKchange and prioes in the interest of the eco-

• nomic development of the country; to stand for social, educa-

tional and economic llp11ft of the rural population; to sponsor 

measure s for the relief of agricul tural 1ndebtedness, to make 

elementary education free and compulsory, to protect and pro

mote the urdu language and script; to devise measures for the 

amelioration of the general conditions of the Mussalmans; and 

to take steps to reduce the heavy burden of taxation and create 

heaJ. thy public opinion and general political consciol18 throug11-

out the country. 
THE END. 

, 
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X.D.B.Taraporevala & SOns, 
Bombay. 1940 

The Meaning of Paldstan 
She Mohalimlsd Ashraf, Lamre.1944 • 

•• 
• • 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

. 
The Future of Islam in India 

Iqbal Academy, Latore. 

Consequences at Pak1 stan. 
Lion Press, Lahore, 1946. 

Life and Work of eyed Ahmed Khan 
Edinburgh & London (Blackwood) 

pakistan 
BUlbul House,16,Cremetor1um st. , 

Calcutta. 
pakistan A Nation. 
She Mohanmad Ashraf 
Lahore. 1941. 

Our Pakistan 
(Defined by J1nnah) Karachi. 

•• The Ind1an Muses' mans. 1945 
The Comrade P~bl1ehers,Calcutta. 
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•• select ~l t1ngs and Speeches 
of Moulana 1-1chammad Ali 

) Sh. Mohammad Ashraf, Lamre • .I 

•• Muslim Po11tics (1906-1942) 
CaJ.cutta. 1942. 

•• Pakistan Exam1ned 
The Book Oompany Ltd.,CalouttB 

·i-3B, College Square. 

•• Mue1:1me and the Cbngress 
Barendra Llbrary.204 Cornwal11s 
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• • 
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•• 
• • 
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•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 
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st., Calcutta. ' 

For India and Islam 
Chakravarty, Chatterjee & Co., 
Ltd., 
15, Oollege Squ8Je, Calcutta. 

India in Trans1t1on 
~A Study in Po11t1ceJ. Evolut1on) 
Bombay & Calcutta (Bennet, 
Coleman & 00.) 

The Problem of Minori ties or 
Communal Representat10n 1n 
India. 
London (Allen & Unwin) 1939. 

Ia Pakistan necessary 
Hind ntabs Publishers, Bombay 

1949. 

Pakistan 
Mohammad1 Book Agcncy 
86-A, Lower Circular Rd.,Calcutt 

The Great Leader 
Lion press, Labore.1946. 

Indian National MOvement . 
Lon(lon. John l·lurray Albomarle 
st. w. 1920. 

India Minto and 1~rley(1905-10) 
London (MaomUan) 1935. 

The H1nd~Muel1m Problem in 
India 
George Allen & Unwin Ltd.,London. 

Nat1onhood for India 
Oxford Un1vers1ty Prosa.1931 

Communal. Tralngl e in IncUa 
K1tablstan, AllahBbad.1942. 

•• Indinn AnnUAl Rog! ster 1920& 11(1' 

so on. 
publ1shed by the Annl,w' 
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Rahmen, S. •• 
• • 

RaJput, A,B. •• 
· . 

•• 

sen, Dh.1.randranath •• 
· . 

son, Sachln,Dr. •• 

Siddiqi, A.A. •• 
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Indian Qt~rterly Register 192? 
and so on. 
AnnuaJ Reg1ster Office, 
) Calcutta. 

J 

Muslim polit1cs 
44, Badur Bagan street,Calcutta. 

1947. 

• 

Indian Const1tut1onal documents 
Thacker Sp1nk & CompanY,Calcutta. 

Nationalism in Conflict in 
India 
Malabar Hill, BombaY. 

Pakistan and Muslim India, 
Malabar Hill, Bombay. 

An Autoblogl'llPby 
John' Lane, 1936. 
The Bodly Head, London. 

, 

The Discovery of INDIA 
S1gnet Preas,Calcutta. - 20. 

14usl1m India 
K1 tabistan, Allahabad. 1942. 

Qurs;t struggle 
Pakistan publications. 

Maba tma Gandhi , 

George Allen & Unwin Ltd., 
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Why Pakistan 
Tabligh Publishing Syndicate 
2O~A, Mufldul Islam Lane, Cal. 

Ivlusl1m League Yesterday & %«Jt 
Today. 

Sh. l(ohal!Dnad Asro-at, Lahore. 

MOhammad Ali Jinnah - A Poli~~ca1 
stl.ldy. 
Sh. Mohammad Asln'llaf, Lalx>re. 

The Problem of Minori t1es 
un1v~rs1ty of Oalcutta.1940. 

The Birth of pakistan 

• 

General Printers_ & publishors 
Ltd., 
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Brighter Incidents of Quid-e
Azam l B L1fe. 
Jahanglr Road, Xarach1.19EO. 

~ar11amentary Govt. in India 
Thacker, Sp1nk & 00" (1933)Ltd., 

Caloutta. 
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•• Indian states and'Brit1sh India 
their future relations~ 
~ :Kt Br~thers, .Bene~as.<}:-k~l~ 
~ N~~~~~~ -~-. ~. 

•• The History of the Indian bXi,,-'" 
Ne.tional Congress. 1935. 

'. Padma publloations,Ltd.,Bombay. 

•• Modern Islam in India. 
(A Sooial APa.1ye1s) 
Minerva Bo..,k SOOp ,Lahore.194". 

•• India Paki stan and the Wo at 
Oxford Uhiversity Press.1949. 

.. l~'~sCJ-,.,h; ,..,~~. 

•• The Mak ' ng 0 f pakistan 
Fabel" and Fabe r 
24, Russel square, London. 

•• En11st India for Freedom. 
London (Gollancz) 1941. 

REPORTS, BOOKLETS & JOURNALS. 

Gov'to at India Central 
publioation Bureau,Cal • 

• • 
.. .. 

Indian National Congress 
Committee 

• 
. 

All~Ind1a Muslim League 
New Delhi. 

.. n 

II II 

Bihar Provinc1al Muslim 
League,Patna 
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•• India 1n 1923 ... 24 and so on 

•• Pro oeed1ng s of the R. T. C .. 

•• Report of the Statlltory Commi ttee • 

•• Report of t.he All Partie s Conte';" 
renee. 1928. 
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•• Nehr~J1nnah Correspondenoe • 

•• Report by Az1z Mirza,Hon.General 
.. seoretary of the A.~.l·i.L. (1910) 

•• Jlnn~Gandh1 Talks. 
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President-RaJa Syed MOhammad Mehd1 
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•• Sharif Report. prap~ed by S.14. 
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Tho pak1s~an Standard~Art101es by)Mlrza Azhar A11,A.B.naJput, 
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