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ToeT wee, “A merely felt preferences is any desire or need that can be

satisfied by a specific direct experience of an individual.*
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...Yet we still may wish to say that a new born infant is “intrinsically
valuable” (even though its value depends, in the last anylysis, on human
consiousness) in order to distinguish the nonistrumental value it has for
its parents, relatives, and the human community generally from its actual
or potential instrumental value- the pleasure it gives its parents, the pride
it affords its relatives, the contribution it makes to society and so forth. In
doing so, however, “intrinsic Value” ratains only half of its traditional
meaning. An Intrinsically valuable thing or this reading is valuable for its
own sake, for itself, but it is not valuable in itself, that is, completely

independently of any conciousness, since no value can, in principle, from
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the point of view of normal science, be altogether independent of a

valuing consciousness.*
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