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I do not think that | could have looked upon a convict with the
authentic eye of sympathy had | not lived personally as prisner.
And | have not the least doubt that the production of our artists

and litteraturers, generally, would stand to gain in ever so many



ways could they win to some new experience of prison life . We
do not perhpaps realise the magnitude of the debt owed by kazi
Nazrul Islam’s verse to the living experience he had of Jails.
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Arise, Ye preisoners of starvation
Arise, Ye wertched of the earth
For Justi/ce thunders condemnation
A better world's in brith
No more tradition’s chains shall bind us,
Arise, Ye Slaves, no more in thrall
The earth shall rise on new foundations,
We have been nanght, we shall be be all.
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